From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Han  14  00:01:22  1998 
Date:  Tue,  30  Dec  1997  19:47:06  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.001 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Nativeweb,  Paths-L  lists; 
Flawaii  Nation  Info;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

NASC  News;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native;  UUCP  email 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 
IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"My  father  went  on  talking  to  me  in  a low  voice.  This  is  how  our 
people  always  talk  to  their  children,  so  low  and  quiet,  the  child 
thinks  he  is  dreaming.  But  he  never  forgets." 

Maria  Chona,  Papago 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

t I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 


i to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 


opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

To  all  who  contribute  their  thoughts  and  words  to  this  newsletter,  I 
thank  you.  When  I am  thanked  for  sending  out  this  news  of  the  People  I 
always  reply  it  is  you  who  contribute  the  articles  and  Creator  who  the 
thanks  goes  to.  As  a sixth  year  of  sharing  begins  know  well  your  words 
bring  understanding  that  would  otherwise  be  denied.  Thank  you. 

Iordan  S Dill  wrote: 

Am  passing  this  along. . .very,  very,  bad  news... 

> 

> I do  have  a purpose  in  writing  this  email.  I know  that  Adonaset  has  many 

> admirers  on  the  list. Adonaset  was  very  seriously  injured  in  a car  wreck 

> on  Christmas  Eve. One  foot  was  completely  crushed  and  one  leg  was  broken. 

> His  right  arm  was  broken  in  three  places.  Faye, his  wife, was  also  badly 

> injured.  Faye  has  two  broken  legs,  and  one  knee  is  broken  twice.  Their 

> ten  year  old  daughter  was  sitting  in  the  back.  She  is  bady  shaken  up 

> emotionally,  but  was  not  not  seriously  hurt  physically.  Neither  Fay  nor 

> Adnosaset  will  be  going  home  from  the  hospital,  but  rather  to  a 

> rehabilitaion  center. 

> This  is  a very  difficult  time  for  the  Forte  family.  Prayers  are 

> certainly  needed  for  the  healing  of  this  family. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 
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135  years  ago,  on  December  26,  1862  the  United  States,  under  orders  from 
President  Abraham  Lincoln,  held  the  largest  mass  execution  in  U.  S.  history. 
Those  executed  were  38  Dakota  men  who  had  defended  the  destruction  of  their 
homes  to  accommodate  westward  migrating  Euros. 

107  years  ago,  on  December  29,  the  7th  Calvary  of  the  United  States  Army 
committed  a wanton  and  malicious  massacre  on  the  People  encamped  at  Wounded 
Knee.  This  is  one  of  the  great  tragedies  that  must  never  be  forgotten. 

Date:  Mon,  29  Dec  1997  16:39:39  -0700 

From:  Randy  Whitewolf  <wolfeyes@ravenwing. com> 

Subj : In  Memory 

Some  the  best  words  I know  regarding  this  day  were  spoken  by 
Alex  White  Plume  to  the  Bigfoot  Riders  in  1993: 

"So  with  the  killing  of  our  relatives  in  1890  at  Wounded 
Knee,  here  we  are  in  1993,  103  years  after  that  happened. 

The  U.S.  7th  Cavalry  today  want  to  come  down  here  and 
apologize  for  what  they  did.  As  Lakota  People,  we've  only 


had  contact  with  the  white  world  for  163  years,  that's  all. 
And  it  takes  centuries  and  centuries  to  develop  forms  of 
government,  to  develop  a way  to  live.  And  we  have  not  yet 
developed  a ritual  to  forgive  the  white  man  for  what  he 
did.  We  have  a ceremony  to  forgive  enemy  tribes,  Tokakiah 
ceremony,  but  that  was  developed  after  millions  of  years  of 
living  here.  But  like  I said  163  years  is  just  a blink  of 
the  eye,  it's  just  been  a short  time.  And  we  have  not  yet 
adjusted  to  this  way  of  life.  And  we  have  not  yet  come  up 
with  a ritual  to  forgive  the  white  man  for  what  he  did.  He 
can't  just  come  out  here  and  apologize.  First  he  has  to 
'wipe  the  tears  of  our  nation'." 
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I have  no  evidence  for  my  doubt  and  skepticism,  but  I find  it  awfully 
convenient  that  the  Federal  Authorities  in  Mexico  have  quickly  rounded  up 
and  charged  those  they  say  are  guilty  of  the  massacre  in  the  Chiapas  village 
of  Acteal.  My  doubt  is  based  on  the  ongoing  effort  of  the  Mexican 
Government  to  suppress  the  Mayan  Natives  of  the  Chiapas  province  for  the 
past  several  years,  and  surprise  of  all  surprises...  those  charged  with  the 
murder  of  Mayans  are  more  Mayans.  Go  figure... 

Am  I the  only  one  who  sees  reflections  of  Wounded  Knee  in  this? 

I have  included  several  articles  as  they  arrived  late  last  week.  I have 
also  prefaced  them  with  a very  clear  article  that  will  help  each  of  us 
understand  why  the  United  States  and  Mexican  Governments  each  have  a vested 
interest  in  this  purge  of  the  Mayan  communal  corn  fields.  Read  and  learn. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Saturday  night,  December  27  another  Lakota  elder  dropped  her  robe  and 
began  her  journey  home.  Bernice  Tail,  sister  of  David  Swallow,  crossed 
over  at  her  home  in  Porcupine,  SD. 

The  Lakota  also  witnessed  the  passing  of  Garfield  Grassrope. 

Offer  prayers  for  those  left  behind  by  these  elders. 
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There  is  a report  in  this  issue  on  the  retrial  of  Bear  Lincoln.  I have 
but  one  thought  on  this  patent  waste  of  tax  payer  money.  Susan  Massini,  the 
DA  who  is  pursuing  this  prosecution  and  persecution,  can  color  this  in  any 
shade  she  wishes;  but  it  is  nothing  less  than  political  maneuvering  on  her 
part.  I can  only  hope  the  citizens  of  Ukiah,  California  see  it  for  what  it 
is,  and  send  her  butt  back  some  law  firm  where  she  can  continue  her  "legal 
career . " 
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The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


Date:  Tue,  30  Dec  1997  04:10:28  EST 
From:  Miketben  <Miketben@aol.com> 

Subj : Fwd:  Dineh  Elders 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

Date:  Sat,  27  Dec  1997  17:04:49  EST 
From:  StarCreek  <StarCreek@aol . com> 


Dear  Internet  Friends, 

I have  seen  much  conversation  on  the  Dineh  elders,  I would  just  like  to 
give  a little  info.  Being  we  have  been  up  to  the  reservation,  and  stayed 
with  a family  of  elders,  I have  learned  from  them  many  of  the  exact  things 
that  they  believe  they  could  use  to  survive,  and  make  their  stay  easier 
there.  There  are  many  political  issues  that  have  made  it  very  difficult 
on  them,  but  I would  like  to  report  on  these  issues  separately,  being  I 
would  like  to  research  the  facts  before  just  blurting  out  the  what  has 
happened.  We  returned  from  our  stay  with  them  on  Dec  25th.  As  far  as 
needs.  Firewood  is  a must,  and  water,  but  the  larger  problem  her  is  man 
power  to  get  these  things,  for  these  elders  have  a hard  time  getting  these 
basic  needs  to  their  own  homes.  There  are  some  permits  to  get  wood,  but 
so  few  of  us  that  can  go  gather.  There  are  some  with  running  water  and 
others  have  none.  They  live  far  apart,  and  it  is  hard  to  get  the  water  to 
the  others.  Need  some  kind  of  delivery  of  water  to  those  without.  Other 
needs  would  be  Blankets,  Blankets,  and  more  Blankets....  Being  wood  is 
only  source  of  heat,  they  need  these  to  help  keep  warm  when  wood  is  low. 
Clothes  needed,  sweats,  large  and  x-large  adult  sizes,  warm  socks,  all 
adult  sizes,  womens  and  men's.  Gloves,  large  and  x-large  men's  sizes, 
will  fit  both  the  women  and  men,  not  only  winter  gloves,  but  work  gloves. 
Women  need  scarves  to  tie  over  their  heads,  (large  squares).  Shoes,  they 
need  waterproof  rubber  boots,  something  light  weight,  that  will  not 
collect  snow  and  ice. 

I am  sure  there  is  any  more  items,  but  will  have  a better  list  after  our 
next  trip  up  there.  I will  also  have  more  of  the  facts  to  write  about  the 
political  issues.  I will  also  have  local  address  to  send  things  within 
the  next  few  days. 

I am  not  going  to  do  any  name  calling  here,  but  there  are  things  that 
the  Hopi  are  fighting  for  too,  like  stopping  the  clear  cutting  of  their 
sacred  peaks.  As  I see  it,  if  we  can  compromise  to  help  each  other,  maybe 
all  these  issues  can  be  put  to  rest.  The  more  you  have  on  your  side  the 
better,  and  unity  is  the  only  way  we  are  going  to  be  able  to  keep  any  of 
our  sacred  lands  across  the  country,  all  first  nations. 

Mvto  (thank  you) 

Star 

To  send  donations  (secured  cash),  and/or  clothes  and  blankets,  please 
contact : 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Bonnie  is  Dineh  elder  and  resistor  Pauline  Whitesinger ' s daughter.  Bonnie, 
her  husband  Bob,  and  their  children  are  at  this  address.  Anything  would 
have  to  be  sent  by  US  postal  service,  and  not  UPS  as  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to 
PO  boxes.  BTW,  I have  been  told  that  often  people  who  send  clothes  usually 
send  in  sizes  too  small;  apparently  the  Dineh  are  generally  large  people. 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

3oe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

3oe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 


From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu . edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Another  contact  is  actually  two  projects:  One  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson  and  his 
wife . 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 
717-665-2727 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes . Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992. .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY . TH0MAS_3  +@AL BANY . VA . GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 


Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 
From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http : //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  the  Cherry  Creek 
and  Bridger  communities  on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Holy 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Keeler  and  Freidan  Condon 
Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  181 
Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Keeler  Condon 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
House  #11 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Walking  Shield  in  Southern  California  regularly  send  truck  loads  of  food, 
clothing  and  needed  items  to  many  reservations.  They  are  located  at  2472 
Chambers  Rd.  Tustin,  CA.  922680  telephone  714-573-1434  Hugh  Stevens  is  the 
boss,  they  will  only  take  fairly  new  and  clean  used  items  - any  new  items  - 
and  donations  form  large  corps.  They  seem  to  be  on  the  up  and  up  and  have 
helped  many  local  reservations  and  native  organizations.  Carol 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 
furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 


From:  "g  hindsman"  <tasunke@dmv.com> 

Subj : Help  for  Families  on  Rez 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

All  of  the  donations  are  sorted  and  packed  for  each  family  according  to 
size,  sex  etc.  This  year  we  are  in  particular  need  of  blankets,  space 
heaters,  fans  and  linens  (towels  and  sheets).  We  have  many  toys  and 


clothing  of  all  sizes  but  good  winter  coats  are  always  useful.  We  are 
registered  as  a private  non  profit,  so  receipts  can  be  given  for 
donations.  We  can  always  use  money  donations. 

We  deliver  in  December,  June  and  in  August.  We  also  do  mail  deliveries 
occasionally.  Over  the  years,  we  have  made  many  friends  at  Pine  Ridge, 
Rosebud,  the  Crow  Agency  and  others.  We  try  to  help  with  special  requests 
when  we  can.  Morning  Star  has  also  been  a home  away  from  home  for  students 
and  elders  who  are  temporarily  on  the  East  Coast.  Our  headquarters  are 
located  in  Delaware  but  we  have  other  circles  in  Virginia,  New  York,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  soon  in  Florida. 


From:  Danet  S <jans@future.atlcom.net> 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas  Cassada. 
MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as  mediation 
assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian  Reservations  in  the  form  of 
clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys  for  the  children,  scholarship 
funding  and  household  provisions. 

This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and  notions. 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to  support 
the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within  the  United  States, 
South  and  North  Dakota. 

For  information  about  Morning  Star  you  can  call  or  write  our  Outreach 
Coordinator  at: 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 


Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  14:03:10  -0800 
From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker.org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 
automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 


Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Subj : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 

FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 


Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Hercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130's  and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 
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If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez' 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Include  some  name/info  for  me  to  verify 
where  gifts  will  be  sent  and  how.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 
I am  especially  concerned  about  the  lack  of  contacts  for  the  Montana  Rez ' s 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte.net> 
for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

12.28.1974  Yvette  Loraine  Lone  Hill  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Kyle 
by  "unknown  party  or  parties." 

No  investigation. 

1.5.1975  Leon  L.  Swift  Bird  - AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 
Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

1.5.1976  Lydia  Cut  Grass  - AIM  member  killed  at  Wounded  Knee  by  Goons. 


No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30067, 
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RE:  Chiapas:  You  Can  Help 


Date:  Fri,  26  Dec  1997  22:20:59  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : Chiapas,  YOU  can  help.. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Some  non-Native  friends  phoned  to  wish  me  Happy  Holidays  yesterday,  & 
during  our  long  talk  the  subject  of  the  22Dec  massacre  of  Indians  in 
Chiapas  came  up.  When  I implied  the  indirect  implication  of  the  USA  in 
this  butchery,  they  were  offended  & asked  me  on  what  grounds  was  I basing 
my  scolding.  After  I laid  it  out  for  them,  they  apologized  & now 
understand.  (I've  lived  & worked  (as  a 'sort-of  trainer/resource  person') 
with  many  people  of  the  Maya  & other  South/Central  American  Nations  for  a 
total  of  about  14  months  over  the  past  20  yrs).  For  those  who  still  think 
that  calling  their  congress/senate  representative  means  little,  thinking 
that  the  USA  has  no  connection  with  the  Zapatista  Revolt  & subsequent 
bloodshed,  read  the  following. . . 

The  Latino  ranchers  & landowners  throughout  central  America  & the 
recently-formed  nation-state  called  Mexico  have  been  slaughtering  Indians 
with  virtual  immunity  for  centuries.  The  notion  of  private  property  & 
ideological  opposition  to  communally  owned  property  are,  IMHO,  the  major 
root  of  the  conflict.  (Racism  is  also  generally  inherent  to  the  Latino 
mindset  concerning  Indigenous  peoples,  but  land  is  the  trigger  that  fires 
the  bullets  into  Indian  men,  women  & children). 

The  present  war  being  waged  against  the  Tzeltal  & Lacandon  Mayan  people 
in  Chiapas  was  triggered  by  the  corporate  community  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  via  it's  insistence  on  the  issue  of  land  & property  rights  during 
negotiation  of  Mexico's  inclusion  in  the  North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement  (NAFTA).  These  US-based  business  interests  are  so  opposed  to 
cooperative  and/or  communal  ownership  of  anything,  especially  land,  that 
they  insisted  that  Article  27  of  the  Constitution  of  Mexico  be  nullified 
as  a pre-condition  to  allowing  Mexico  to  join  NAFTA. 

Article  27  of  the  Mexican  Constitution  enshrined  the  right  of  existence 
of  the  village  communes  (ejidos)  of  the  Indigenous  peoples  in  Mexico,  "... 
forever."  It  had  been  part  of  the  constitution  since  the  Revolution  led  by 
Emiliano  Zapata  in  1910.  Zapata,  a Yaqui  Indian,  had  insisted  on  its 
inclusion.  But  as  part  of  the  ratification  of  the  NAFTA  agreement,  the 
Mexican  government  quashed  Article  27,  revoking  collective  ownership  of 
any  & all  land.  Lands  which  have  been  owned  communally  by  Indians  and 
campesinos  too  poor  to  buy  a single  square  foot  individually,  are  now  open 
for  individual  purchase,  thereby  paving  the  way  for  the  extinguishment  of 
the  Indians'  land  base,  the  heart  of  Indian  life  and  culture.  ("Without 
our  lands,  we  are  nothing..."). 

Tzeltal  & Lacandon  Maya  know  that  the  loss  of  Article  27  will  quickly 
lead  to  the  loss  of  their  last  link  to  their  Mayan  ancestors;  their  'milpa,' 
or  cornfield.  The  most  basic  & fundamental  Mayan  religious  belief  is  that 
the  people  were  molded  from  corn  by  the  Creator.  It  is  the  root  of  all 
Life  to  the  Mayan  Nation.  They  are  "The  People  of  The  Corn".  When  they 
plant  corn,  they  are  connecting  themselves  to  their  Mayan  ancestors,  to 
the  Creator,  & to  their  future  as  a people.  NAFTA  thereby  threatens  the 
very  survival  of  the  corn-based  culture  by  laying  the  communal  land  base, 
necessary  to  plant/pray/live,  open  to  expropriation,  and  by  enabling 
large-scale,  non-Mayan  agricultural  ventures  to  move  in,  overwhelm  & buy 
the  fragile  Indigenous  agricultural  economy  & its  people  out  of  existence. 

It  is  genocide.  The  choice  given  the  Maya  and  other  Indian  Nations  in 
Mexico  is  to  die  quickly  by  bullets  while  defending  their  lands  or  less 
quickly,  but  just  as  surely,  die  by  the  loss  of  their  milpas. 

Corporate  America  is  100%  responsible  for  the  dramatic  & brutal  escalation 
of  the  land  conflict.  The  Mexican  government  was  the  tool  used  to  sow  the 
seeds  of  death,  nothing  more.  And  as  for  the  actual  killings... 

Exhibit  "A"  for  the  prosecution... 

(excerpt  from  msg  posted  on  NA-Net  08/08/94) 

According  to  2 articles  in  yesterday's  (Aug.  7,  1994)  Washington  Post  (pg. 
A23and  C1-C2),  ("Arms  Arrive  in  Mexican  Port")  it  was  reported  that  heavy 


duty  riot  control  equipment  recently  arrived  in  Mexico  from  the  United 
States  and  Russia.  These  include: 

1)  18  (13ton)  water  cannons  - from  Cadillac  Gage  Textron,  Warren,  Mich, 
(cost:  $500,000  each  ($40-million)  to  be  used  for  crowd  control 

2)  Several  17ton  Cobra  riot  control  vehicles  - from  Custom  Armoring 
Pittsfield,  Mass,  (equipped  with  plows  to  destroy  barricades,  indelible  dye 
to  mark  protestors  for  subsequent  arrest,  and  rows  of  gun  ports) 

3)  200  to  300  tons  of  war  material,  including  thousands  of  rifles  and 
other  firearms  as  well  as  millions  of  rounds  of  ammunition.  Delivered  by 
civilian  truck  transport  from  various  points  in  the  US. 

4)  23  tanks  and  armored  vehicles  - unloaded  last  Thurs.  in  Vera  Cruz  from 
the  the  Russian-flag  vessel  Ulan  Bator 

5)  On  Dune  16  many  tons  of  military  equipment  that  included  riot-control 
vehicles  were  unloaded  from  the  Russian  freighter  Trutskavets  at  Vera 
Cruz . 

Granted,  Russia  helped  create  this  arsenal,  but  the  again  Russia  has 
never  pretended  to  be  the  "bulwark  of  Liberty  & Dustice  for  all"  & Russian 
'interests'  in  Mexico  are  less  than  0.0003%  of  what  corporate-America ' s 
'interests'  are  in  Mexico.  Both  points  merit  exclusion  of  Russia  as 
accomplice  in  the  massacres  of  Indian  people  in  Mexico.  No  such  mitigation 
for  the  government  of  the  USA  or  its  corporate  owners.  Much  more 
extermination  equipment  has  arrived  since  the  above-cited  shipments.  A 
sterling  example  of  how  the  USA  exports  "democracy"  to  Latin  America. 

And  where  did  this  arsenal  go?  The  small  arms  (automatic  rifles,  machine 
guns,  ammunition,  etc.)  was  distributed  to  the  Mexican  state-governments 
by  the  Mexican  federal  government.  The  state  governors,  most  of  whom  are 
Latino  (ie,  non-Indian)  PRI  ("pristas')  promptly  handed  these  weapons  over 
to  local  "defenders  of  democracy  & law&order" . All  of  these  death-squads 
are  well-paid  goons  of  the  local  ranchers  & large  landowners  in  each 
state.  These  ranchers,  landowners  & corporate  'heavies'  fund,  own  & make 
up  the  PRI,  the  party  that  has  run  Mexico  at  federal  & state  levels  for 
decades.  In  feeble  attempts  to  cloak  their  death-squads  with  what  passes 
for  legitimacy  in  Mexico,  they  give  their  gangs  names  such  as  "The 
Protectors  of  Peace,  Democracy  & Development"  (it  almost  makes  one  feel 
like  making  a donation).  Other  death-squads  don't  even  try  to  hide  their 
purpose.  In  Chiapas,  two  of  the  most  active  & murderous  state-sponsored 
death-squads  go  by  the  names,  "The  Red  hand"  & "The  Throat-Slitters".  The 
latter,  for  example,  is  the  "security  force"  of  the  huge  El  Miradero 
ranch,  municipality  of  Altimirano,  Chiapas,  owned  by  Latinos  Arturo 
Espinoza,  Duan  Espinoza  & Dorge  Espinoza.  They  had  their  goons  working 
almost  as  soon  as  the  Zapatistas  declared  war  on  Mexico. 

On  Thursday  April  7,  1994  companero  Francisco  Mena  Lopez,  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  local  committee  of  the  EZLN  (Zapatista)  and  had  been 
threatened  by  ranchers  in  Altimirano  even  prior  to  Danuary  1 for  his 
participation  in  the  struggle  for  agrarian  justice,  was  killed  by  armed 
men  in  uniform  while  on  his  way  to  pray  for  the  sowing  time  in  Venustiano 
Carranza,  municipality  of  Altimirano,  Chiapas.  He  was  killed  with  two 
gunshots,  one  to  the  head  and  another  to  the  mouth,  fired  by  3 men 
identified  by  eyewitnesses  as  members  of  the  security  forces  of  the  El 
Miradero  Ranch. 

This  one  single  group  of  state-armed,  corporate-paid  terrorists  alone  has 
killed  at  least  300  Indians  since  then.  And  there  are  at  least  175  such 
private  armies  operating  in  Mexico,  armed  with  weapons  from  the  US 
government,  sponsored  by  US  "corporate  interests"  & their  Mexican-based 
corporate  facades. 

I am  now  trying  to  get  the  names,  ages  & genders  of  those  massacred  in 
Acteal  on  22Dec.  When  I get  the  list  I will  post  it  in  an  attempt  to  make 
these  people  real  to  readers.  This  is  not  the  butchering  of  a "group"  nor 
the  "result  of  a cultural/ideological  conflict"  nor  (as  the  Mexican  govt 
wants  you  to  believe)  "an  isolated  criminal  act".  No!  This  was  one 
incident  in  a systematic  campaign  of  genocide.  These  were  real  human 
beings,  as  real  as  you  & I,  flesh  & blood,  with  the  same  hopes  & dreams  & 
fears  & hearts  as  you  & I,  as  real  as  your  own  children,  your  own 
siblings,  your  own  grandparents.  Look  away  from  this  monitor  for  a minute; 
look  at  your  children,  your  spouse,  your  family.  Try  to  imagine  their 


bodies  suddenly  & viciously  nipped  apart  by  bullets,  fired  from  guns  your 
government  supplied...  imagine  their  terror  as  their  heads  were  blown 
apart,  as  their  children  where  hacked  to  pieces  in  front  of  them  before  a 
bullet  ended  their  agonies...  Look  at  the  brain  tissue  splattering  the 
ground  where  children  were  playing  minures  before...  Look  at  the  old  woman 
crawling  through  her  own  entrails...  Your  family...  Picture  it!!!...  These 
were  more  than  numbers  & words  on  a newspaper  page,  or  a 10-second  clip  on 
CNN.  Can  you  stay  unmoved  by  that  image? 

If  you  have  any  humanity,  please,  please  put  a stop  to  the  complicity  & 
complacency  of  the  government  of  the  USA  in  the  butchering  of  Indian 
people  in  Mexico.  Look  at  your  children  again.  Are  their  lives  worth  any 
more,  are  they  loved  any  less,  do  they  have  any  more  right  to  live  than 
the  children  slaughtered  in  Acteal...?  Please  ACT!  Dust  pick  up  that 
phone,  write  & mail  that  letter,  send  that  fax  or  email  to  your  elected 
representatives  in  the  US  congress  & senate.  Tell  them  that  your  vote  in 
the  next  election  will  hinge  on  the  CONCRETE  action  they  take  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  horrors  being  committed  with  US-provided  weapons,  to  a 
US-supported  political  structure  that  supports  terrorism  & genocide.  And 
then  stick  to  your  promise.  Prove  to  the  world,  & to  all  the  Indian 
Nations  in  the  Americas,  that  while  the  government  of  the  USA  have 
abandoned  the  principle  of  justice  in  its  mad  worship  of  the  dollar,  you, 
its  citizens,  have  not. 

with  respect...  masi:cho 

"RE : 45  Zapatista  Supporters  Killed"  

Date:  Tue,  23  Dec  1997  12:02:36  -0800  (PST) 

From:  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 
Subj : NEWS  ALERT-45  Zapatista  Supporters  Killed  After  Attack  by  PRI 

Gunmen 

UUCP  email 

45  ZAPATISTA  SUPPORTERS  KILLED  IN  ATTACK 
December  23,  1997 

The  Associated  Press  reported  that  gunmen  attacked  Zapatista  supporters 
in  two  small  towns  about  12  miles  north  of  San  Cristobal,  killing  at  least 
42  people.  It  is  the  bloodiest  attack  in  Chiapas  since  the  twelve  days  of 
fighting  in  Danuary  1994  between  the  EZLN  and  the  Mexican  government 
troops . 

Members  of  the  campesino  group  Las  Abejas  said  42  people  were  killed  and 
six  were  missing  in  the  massacre  which  took  place  Monday,  according  to 
Manuel  Gomez  Perez,  an  official  of  the  rebel  local  government  for  Chenalho 
county.  La  Dornada  newspaper  has  reported  45  deaths,  while  National  Public 
Radio  has  reported  47  killed. 

Las  Abejas  sympathizes  with  the  Zapatistas,  who  in  1995  set  up  their  own 
government  for  Chenalho  which  is  based  in  the  town  of  Polho.  It  is  in 
competition  with  the  officially  recognized  local  government,  run  by  the 
governing  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party  (PRI),  based  in  the  town  of 
Chenalho  itself. 

Clashes  between  the  supporters  of  the  rebel  and  PRI  local  governments 
have  continued  for  seven  months,  killing  30  Tzotzil  people  and  leaving 
nearly  7,000  homeless. 

"It  was  a massacre  long-announced,"  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz 
said  in  an  interview  with  XEHM  radio  in  San  Cristobal.  "It's  an 
incomprehensible  situation  in  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  stop  the 
violence. " 

The  two  sides  in  Chenalho  signed  a non-aggression  pact  less  than  two 
weeks  ago.  But  tensions  have  continued. 

Because  of  the  inaccessibility  of  the  area,  few  details  emerged  quickly 
from  the  attack. 

"Many  died,  but  we  don't  know  for  sure  how  many  are  dead  and  how  many 
are  injured,"  said  Gomez  Perez  by  telephone  from  Polho. 

Gonzanlo  Ituarte,  spokesman  for  the  Diocese  of  San  Cristobal  de  las 


Casas,  reported  43  dead-eight  in  Acteal  and  35  in  the  nearby  village  of 
Quextic . 

XEHM  reported  that  three  children  were  hospitalized  in  San  Cristobal  with 
gunshot  wounds.  It  also  reported  that  survivors  said  women  and  children 
were  shot  at  point-blank  range.  The  station  said  Red  Cross  workers  have 
not  been  able  to  enter  the  community  because  it  is  too  dangerous. 

Zapatista  supporters  accuse  the  official  Chenalho  government  of 
distributing  AK-47s  and  other  high  caliber  weapons  to  their  supporters. 

A recent  state  government  report  confirmed  that  groups  in  Chenalho  were 
recruiting  and  training  fighters,  but  denied  that  paramilitary  groups 
exist  in  the  area. 

At  least  300  people  have  died  in  similar  clashes  since  the  1994 
uprising-600  by  some  estimates. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CALL  THE  NCDM  AT  (213)  254-9550. 

"RE : Response  to  Massacre"  - — 

Date:  Wed,  24  Dec  1997  01:51:46  -0800  (PST) 

From:  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 
Subj : URGENT  ACTIONS  IN  RESPONSE  TO  MASSACRE 

UUCP  email 
December  23,  1997 

Today  approximately  100  people  gathered  in  a spontaneous  demonstration  at 
the  Mexican  consulate  in  Los  Angeles,  California  outraged  by  the  massacre 
of  45  men,  women  and  children  in  Chiapas,  Mexico.  Cecilia  Rodriguez,  Zack 
De  La  Rocha  of  Rage  Against  the  Machine  and  numerous  members  of 
Aguascalientes  LA  and  other  labor,  student,  Chicano  and  community  groups 
spoke  out  at  the  press  conference  and  rally  which  took  place. 

Simultaneous  actions  have  also  been  organized  in  Seattle,  Boston,  Austin, 
New  York,  Oakland,  Sacramento.  Hundreds  of  calls  came  in  from  people  all 
over  the  United  States  and  Canada  who  were  shocked  by  the  massacre  and 
anxious  to  take  action. 

In  response  to  this  outpouring  of  grief  the  National  Commission  for 
Democracy  in  Mexico  is  recommending  the  following  actions; 

1)  Vigils  and  demonstrations  at  all  the  Mexican  consulates  within  the 
United  States  and  Canada  in  order  to  demand  the  following; 

a.  That  the  Consul  General  call  the  Governor  of  Chiapas  and  find  out 
the  names  of  the  paramilitary  groups  involved  in  Monday  night's  massacre 
and  release  those  names  to  the  public. 

b.  We  demand  an  explanation  as  to  why  the  state  security  police  stood 
by  and  did  not  take  action  to  prevent  this  atrocity  nor  apprehend  the 
perpetrators . 

c.  Of  President  Ernesto  Zedillo,  we  demand  to  know  what  actions  he 
will  take  to  capture  those  responsible  for  the  massacre.  We  believe  that 
the  statement  he  made  on  December  23rd  regarding  the  attack  was 
insufficient  and  rhetorical. 

d.  We  demand  a complete  account  and  disbanding  of  all  paramilitary 
groups  in  Chiapas  and  in  Mexico. 

2)  lam  the  fax  and  email  addresses  of  President  Zedillo  and  the  other 
Mexican  government  officials  and  organizations  listed  below  with  the  above 
requests . 

3) Invent  other  forms  of  action  and  protest  which  will  send  a clear 
message  to  both  the  Mexican  and  US  governments  that  we  demand  justice  for 
the  victims  and  that  we  will  not  tolerate  further  blood  shed  and  violence. 

4)  Continue  collecting  ballots  on  the  "Right  to  Live  in  Peace"  in 
Chiapas . 

5)  Contact  local  and  alternative  media  about  the  current  situation  and 
voice  your  concerns. 

6)  Organize  educationals  amongst  your  families,  co-workers,  in  your 
churches,  etc. 

7)  Fundraise  and  send  aid  to  the  victims  and  refugees  in  Chiapas  through 

Enlace  Civil:  Banco  BANCOMER 

Account  number:  1000  754-2 


Branch  number:l  437 

San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  Chiapas 

In  care  of  Enlace  Civil. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT  ENLACE  CIVIL  AT:  Tel/Fax:  011  52  967 
82104,  Email:  enlacecivil@laneta.apc.org 

The  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  will  be  announcing  further 
calls  and  plans  for  actions  in  the  coming  days.  We  ask  that  in  the  meantime 
that  all  groups  and  individuals  who  are  undertaking  actions  to  please  let  us 
know  so  we  can  track  and  publicize  this  information.  Civil  society's 
support,  organization  and  mobilization  is  critical  if  we  are  to  prevent 
further  blood  shed. 

In  solidarity  and  resistance, 

NCDM 

President  of  Mexico: 

Ernesto  Zedillo:  webadmon@op.presidencia.gob.mx 
Presidente  de  la  Republica 
Palacio  Nacional 

06067  Mexico  D.F.  Fax  (52-5)-271  1764/515  4783 

Emilio  Chuayffet  Chemor 
Secretario  de  Gobernacion 
Bucareli  99,  l.piso 
Col.  Juarez 
06699  Mexico  D.F. 

Fax:  (52-5)  546  5350/  546  7380 

Comision  de  Concordia  y Pacificacion 
Paseo  de  la  Reforma  10,  piso  17 
Mexico  D.F. 

Fax:  (52-5)  535  2726 

Camara  de  Diputados 

Presidente  de  la  Comision  de  Regimen  Interno  y Gobierno: 

Carlos  Medina  Plascencia 
Palacio  Legislativo  de  San  Lazaro 
Edif.A,  Col.  El  Parque 
15969  Mexico  D.F. 

Fax:  (52-5)  522  8012/  542  1001/  542  7431 

Gobernador  del  Estado  de  Chiapas 
Licenciado  Dulio  Cesar  Ruiz  Ferro 
Palacio  de  Gobierno 

Av.  Central  y Primero  Ote,  Col.  Centro 
29009  Tuxla  Gutierrez-  Chiapas 
Tel.  y Fax.  (52-961)  20917 

Presidenta  de  la  Comision  Estatal  de  Derechos  Flumanos  de  Chiapas 

Lie.  Yesmin  Lima  Adam 

Argentina  455  Col.  El  Retiro 

29040-Tuxla  Gutierrez-  Chiapas 

Tel.  (52-961)  40632/40674 

Presidenta  de  la  Comision  Nacional  de  Derechos  Humanos  - CNDFI  - 
Periferico  Sur  3464  Col. San  Jeronimo  Lidice 
10200  Mexico  DF. 

Tel.  (52-961)  631004  Lada  sin  costo:  0180000869  E-mail:  cndh@laneta.apc.org 

"RE : Proposal  for  National  Day  of  Action"  

Date:  Wed,  24  Dec  1997  16:51:30  -0800  (PST) 

From:  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 
Subj : Proposal  for  National  Day  of  Action  January  2nd 
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PROPOSAL  FOR  NATIONAL  DAY  OF  ACTION  JANUARY  2ND 

Today  Cecilia  Rodriguez,  Zack  De  La  Rocha  of  Rage  Against  the  Machine  and 
a representative  of  Aguascalientes  LA  met  with  the  Consul  General,  Jose 
Angel  Pescador,  at  the  Mexican  Consulate  in  Los  Angeles. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  ask  the  Consul  to  respond  to  a set  of 
four  questions  regarding  Monday's  massacre  of  45  Indigenous  people  in 
Chiapas.  Pescador  was  quick  to  admit  that  the  incident  was  on  of  the  worst 
in  Mexico's  history,  but  otherwise  shared  nothing  new  aside  from  what  he 
had  already  shared  with  the  press.  Pescador  was  amenable  to  responding  to 
those  four  questions  as  well  as  to  transmitting  other  concerns  and 
questions  from  other  people  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Fie  said  he 
was  willing  to  speak  directly  to  the  Chiapas  state  government  and 
Zedillo's  government  about  expressions  of  concern  and  outrage  from  any 
individual  and  organization  willing  to  do  so. 

Ms.  Rodriguez  , Mr.  De  La  Rocha  and  Aguascalientes  LA  scheduled  another 
meeting  to  be  held  with  him  on  January  2nd  where  they  hope  to  present  a 
list  of  questions  and  a list  of  organizations  denouncing  the  massacre.  WE 
THEREFORE  PUT  OUT  AN  URGENT  CALL  TO  ALL  ORGANIZATIONS  AND  INDIVIDUALS  TO 
BEGIN  THE  PLANNING  AND  ORGANIZATION  OF  NATIONAL  DAY  OF  ACTION  ON  JANUARY 
2ND  AT  EVERY  MEXICAN  CONSULATE  IN  THE  COUNTRY.  WE  ASK  EVERYONE  TO  PLEASE 
SEND  THEIR  PROPOSALS  FOR  ACTION  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE. 

In  spite  of  Zedillo's  public  statement,  it  is  our  belief  that  unless 
there  is  a continual  outpouring  of  international  pressure,  massacres  such 
as  the  one  that  occurred  on  Monday  will  continue.  Although  the  Mexican 
government  has  lost  a great  deal  of  legitimacy  within  the  international 
community,  this  does  not  signal  a transformation  of  its  political  system 
which  would  necessarily  deal  with  the  existence  of  paramilitary  groups. 

We  believe  that  it  is  necessary  to  exert  a level  of  international  pressure 
which  will  bring  the  Mexican  government  to  terms  with  its  own  internal 
corruption . 

****  -^he  ncdm  will  have  a "Zapatista  Information  Hotline"  set  up  by  this 
coming  Friday,  December  26th.  Callers  will  able  to  access  updates  and 
other  information  of  interest.  The  number  to  call,  starting  Friday  is-1- 
800-405-7770. 

****  We  urge  everyone  to  send  donations  for  humanitarian  aid  to  Enlace 
Civil: 

Banco  Bancomer 

Account  number:  1000  754-2 

Branch  number:  437 

In  the  name  of  Enlace  Civil  A.C. 

"RE : who  Are  the  Paramilitaries?"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Dec  1997  11:42:37  -0800  (PST) 

From:  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 
Subj : Who  are  the  "paramilitaries"? 
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La  Jornada  Tuesday,  Dec.  23,  1997 
by  Andres  Aubry  and  Angelica  Inda 
translated  by  Duane  Ediger 
Who  are  the  "paramilitaries" ? 

The  conflict  in  Chiapas  has  given  anthropologists  a new  task:  to  identify 
a new  societal  subject,  the  protagonist  of  violence,  which  arose  first  in 
Chiapas'  northern  zone,  then  spread  to  the  highlands  and  canyon  lands.  A 
methodical  inventory  found  different  levels  of  "paramilitary"  activity 
among  five  of  Chiapas'  nine  indigenous  ethnic  groups:  the  Choi,  Tzotzil, 
Tzeltal,  with  some  activity  among  the  Tojolabal,  and  timid  beginnings  among 
the  Zoque.  In  Chenalhae  alone,  17  townships  are  affected:  one-third  of  the 
villages  and  half  the  population.  The  scope  of  the  phenomenon,  as  well  as 
its  ravages  and  number  of  victims,  point  to  its  need  for  study  under 
disciplined  methods. 

By  historical  precedent,  they  were  called  first  pistoleros  (gunmen)  or 


guardias  blancas  (white  guards) , for  the  wounds  they  have  wrought  in  the 
collective  memory  of  Chiapas.  Though  these  are  still  present,  the  media 
began  calling  some  paramilitaries  to  differentiate  them  from  the  former 
(agents  from  outside  the  communities,  whereas  the  newer  paramilitaries  came 
from  within  them),  because  they  act  in  an  ambiguous  and  undeclared  relation 
with  the  police,  military  and  government,  and  they  intervene  with  their  own 
arms . 

Despite  repeated  shows  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  the  state  has  denied  the 
existence  of  paramilitaries,  arguing  that  some  local  congress  people  and 
public  opinion  shapers  refused  to  believe.  For  lack  of  a better  term,  and 
out  of  respect  for  the  authorities,  we  will  continue  to  name  them  after  the 
fashion  of  the  media,  but  in  quotation  marks. 

Who  are  the  "paramilitaries" ? They  appear  almost  exclusively  among  young 
people  frustrated  by  rural  authorities.  In  the  17  townships  of  the 
municipality  of  Chenalhae  in  which  we  were  able  to  document  the  existence  of 
246  of  them,  rural  inertia  combined  with  population  growth  provides  neither 
land  nor  work,  not  even  farm  work,  to  the  young  people  who  reach  the  age  of 
membership  in  an  ejido.  (An  ejido  is  a communally  held  and  worked  parcel 
of  land;  it  also  refers  to  the  land  holders.)  Married  and  the  heads  of 
their  households,  they  find  themselves  in  the  same  situation  as  their 
parents:  unable  to  find  work,  surviving  by  miracle  or  by  stealing  land  and 
harvests.  Obligated  to  live  as  delinquents,  they  not  only  lack  a 
subsistence,  but  also  have  no  reason  to  attend  the  assemblies  and  for  that 
reason  they  are  excluded  from  decisions  made  by  the  ejido  which  considers 
them  pariahs.  First  conclusion:  these  criminals  are  products  of  the  system 
and  of  their  economic,  agrarian  and  labor  options. 

Immediately  "paramilitarization"  offers  them  a way  out  and  prestige.  The 
way  out  is  first  the  heavy  war  tax  they  levy  (25  pesos,  or  US$3,  biweekly 
per  permanent  adult,  or  a one-time  payment  of  375  pesos,  or  US$47,  per 
person  for  those  who  don't  pay  the  25  pesos  biweekly),  which  gives  them  an 
income;  secondly,  the  booty  of  animals,  harvested  crops  and  domestic  goods 
(including  automobiles);  these  in  turn  legitimize  the  humiliating  theft  of 
corn,  coffee  and  poultry.  The  weapons--and  these  are  not  light  arms--bring 
prestige  and  confer  upon  them  power  and  status  unlike  they  or  their 
landless  parents  have  ever  known. 

Because  they  have  led  an  itinerant  life  looking  for  work,  and  have  not 
been  ejido  members,  they  never  had  the  civic  education  afforded  through 
periodic  assemblies  in  which  the  collective  destinies  of  villages,  townships 
and  municipalities  are  decided,  and  they  escaped  all  communal 
responsibility.  For  this  reason,  the  "paramilitaries"  have  no  social  or 
political  project.  They  make  no  proclamations;  they  simply  impose 
themselves.  The  only  masters  they  have  had  are  the  monitors  of  their 
military  training,  a condition  they  must  meet  in  order  to  acquire  the  arms 
they  carry. 

Their  mentors,  whether  in  encampments  or  on  patrols,  conduct  themselves  in 
a way  very  similar  to  the  Kaibiles  of  Guatemala.  They  can  be  seen  at  their 
checkpoints,  clearly  affected  by  drug  use.  Their  way  of  talking  and 
carrying  themselves  betrays  the  fascistic  nature  of  their  formation. 

What  is  their  aim?  Why  do  they  operate  only  within  the  close  boundaries 
of  the  zone  of  influence  within  which  they  enjoy  perfect  impunity?  The 
reason  is  strategic,  and  they  themselves  are  probably  unaware  of  it,  for 
they  would  not  exist  were  it  not  for  the  manipulation  of  a hidden  Director. 
The  villages  that  fill  the  local  news  form  a wedge  between  the  four 
contiguous  municipalities  of  Chenalho,  Pantelhae,  Cancuc  and  Tenajapa.  The 
warning  signs  that  mark  the  training  area  of  the  group  MIRA  reveal  the  same 
tactical  option:  these  "paramilitaries"  are  based  at  the  convergence  of  the 
four  municipalities  of  Fluixtan,  Chanal,  Oxchuc,  and  Cancuc,  anticipating  an 
eventual  bridge  to  the  paramilitaries  of  Chenalhae. 

The  commanders  of  the  Paz  y lusticia  group,  near  El  Limar,  control  the 
five  Choi  Indian  municipalities  and  the  entrances  to  Amataan,  Huitiupaan, 
Simojovel,  El  Bosque,  and  Chilaen  (via  the  Chinchulines  of  Bachajaen).  Taken 
together,  they  dominate  the  public  policy  space  in  nearly  all  of  the 
municipalities  administered  by  SEAPI  (State  Secretariat  for  Attention  to 
Indigenous  Peoples).  The  objective  of  all  of  them  is  to  dismantle  any  and 
all--unarmed--opposition  bases  of  support. 


After  the  military  offensive  of  February  9,  1995,  one  of  the  military 
tactics  denounced  by  the  observer  missions  was  the  destruction  of 
productive  installations,  crops  and  even  farm  implements  to  take  away  the 
dissidents'  future.  The  "paramilitary"  tactics  employed  in  Chenalhae  are 
the  same.  The  operations  began  when  the  coffee  was  near  ready  to  harvest, 
in  a year  when  the  price  was  high.  Like  flies  shooed  away,  productive 
farmers  were  expelled  en  masse.  Like  undesirables  getting  the  rug  pulled 
out  from  under  them,  the  indigenous  of  Chiapas'  are  robbed  of  their  future 


Andres  Aubry  and  Angelica  Inda  are  sociologists  and  historians  living  in 
San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  Chiapas,  Mexico. 

Duane  Ediger  is  a resident  of  Dallas  and  a frequent  traveler  to  Mexico 
<duane . ediger@internetmci . com> 

"RE : EZLN  Communique"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Dec  1997  17:20:08  -0800  (PST) 

From:  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 
Subj : EZLN  Communique  Re:  Massacre 
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Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 
December  22,  1997 

To  National  and  International  Civil  Society 
Brothers  and  Sisters; 

Why? 

How  many  more? 

Until  when? 

>From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast 
Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos 
Mexico,  December  of  1997 

Communique'  from  the  Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee  General 
Command  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation  Mexico 
December  23,  1997 
To  the  people  of  Mexico 

To  the  peoples  and  governments  of  the  world 
To  the  national  and  international  press 

In  relation  to  the  massacre  of  indigenous  people  in  the  community  of 
Acteal,  municipality  of  San  Pedro  of  Chenalho,  Chiapas  realized  yesterday, 
December  22  of  1997  the  EZLN  points  out: 

FIRST.-  According  to  information  compiled  until  today,  about  60 
paramilitaries  of  the  institutional  revolutionary  party  (sponsored  by  the 
federal  and  state  governments)  were  the  ones  who  attacked  the  indigenous 
with  high  caliber  weapons.  Among  them  were  refugees  of  Acteal. 

SECOND.-  As  a result  of  this  attack  which  lasted  up  to  four  hours,  at 
least  45  indigenous  people  were  assassinated,  among  them  9 men,  21  women 
and  15  children  (one  of  them  an  infant  less  than  a year  old).  In  addition 
to  the  dead  the  wounded  counted  among  them  7 men  (4  children)  and  10  women 
(4  of  them  are  little  girls).  Acteal. 

THIRD.-  According  to  radio  transmissions  of  the  government  of  Chiapas 
(intercepted  by  the  EZLN)  in  the  immediate  surrounding  of  Acteal  at  the 
time  at  which  the  massacre  was  being  carried  out,  public  security  police 
of  the  state  of  Chiapas  backed  up  the  attack  and  during  the  afternoon  and 
evening  dedicated  themselves  to  picking  up  cadavers  in  order  to  hide  the 
magnitude  of  the  massacre.  Misters  Homero  Tovilla  Cristinani  and  Uriel 
larquin  (Secretary  and  Subsecretary  of  the  government  of  Chiapas 
respectively)  commissioned  the  police  to  back  up  this  crime.  Mister  Dulio 
Cesar  Ruiz  Ferro  was  constantly  informed  of  the  development  of  the 
"operation"  (at  least  since  noon  of  the  22nd  day  of  December,  when  the 
massacre  was  an  hour  old).  Approved  by  the  federal  and  state  government, 
the  attack  was  fine-tuned  on  the  21st  of  December  in  a meeting  of 
paramilitaries  (led  by  Mister  lacinto  Arias,  PRI  municipal  president)  of 
the  communities  of  Los  Chorros,  Puebla,  Esperanza  and  Quextic,  all  of  them 


municipalities  of  Chenalho. 

FOURTH.-  The  direct  responsibility  for  these  bloody  events  fall  upon 
Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon  and  the  Justice  Ministry,  who,  two  days  ago, 
gave  a green  light  to  the  counterinsurgency  project  presented  by  the 
Federal  Army. 

The  aim  of  this  project  is  to  displace  the  Zapatista  war  and  make  it 
appear  to  be  a war  among  the  indigenous,  motivated  by  religious,  political 
and  ethnic  differences. 

In  order  to  carry  this  out,  they  have  dedicated  themselves  to  financing 
equipment  and  weaponry  (through  funds  of  the  Social  Development  Ministry) 
and  giving  military  training  (led  by  officials  of  the  federal  army)  to  the 
indigenous  recruited  by  the  Revolutionary  Institutional  Party  [PRI]. 

In  order  to  allow  time  for  these  death  squads  to  get  ready,  the  Mexican 
Federal  Government  designed  a parallel  strategy  of  simulated  dialogue, 
which  consists  of  carrying  out  negotiations  without  any  intention  of 
carrying  out  what  had  already  been  agreed  to,  and  by  increasing  military 
presence  in  Zapatista  zones. 

The  government  of  the  state  of  Chiapas  was  put  in  charge  of  guaranteeing 
the  impunity  of  paramilitary  groups  and  facilitating  their  operation  in 
the  principal  rebel  zones  of  the  North,  the  jungle  and  the  highlands  of 
Chiapas . 

FIFTH.-  In  this  way  the  federal  and  state  governments,  the  institutional 
revolutionary  party  and  the  Federal  Army  joined  forces.  Their  objective 
is  synthesized  by  the  "war  cry"  of  the  paramilitaries  called  the  "Red 
Mask".  "We  are  going  to  put  an  end  to  the  Zapatista  seed",  in  other  words 
"We  are  going  to  wipe  out  the  indigenous  communities." 

SIXTH.-  As  part  of  the  style  of  government  and  demonstration  of  his 
"will  for  peace"  through  diverse  channels.  Mister  Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de 
Leon  has  sent  threats  to  the  general  command  of  the  EZLN  with  the 
following  message  "I  prefer  to  go  into  history  as  a repressor  before 
implementing  the  agreements  with  the  EZLN".  He  has  carried  out  his  word. 
Zedillo  has  gone  into  history  as  an  assassin  of  the  indigenous  and  has  the 
blood  of  Acteal  on  his  hands. 

SEVENTH.-  The  prompt  attention  of  the  media  in  Chiapas  and  the  just 
indignation  of  national  and  international  public  opinion  in  response  to 
these  events,  has  made  the  mastermind  of  the  crime  scramble  to  the 
forefront  in  order  to  wash  their  hands  of  it  and  promise  "in-depth" 
investigations.  They  will  not  punish  those  who  are  responsible,  impunity 
is  guaranteed  because  those  who  investigate  the  crime  are  the  same  ones 
who  planned  it.  For  these  reasons,  the  declarations  of  Mister  Zedillo 
and  his  subordinates  are  nothing  more  than  demagogy. 

EIGHTH.-  Using  the  motive  of  the  massacre  of  Acteal,  the  government  and 
its  spokespeople  call  once  again  to  dialogue  without  mentioning  the  fact 
they  have  no  intention  of  fulfilling  any  agreements  but  rather  advancing 
their  counterinsurgency  strategy.  In  this  sense,  the  recent  and 
ridiculous  declaration  of  the  COCOPA  (which  decided  to  go  on  vacation 
instead  of  working  for  peace)  in  regards  to  Acteal.  The  legislators 
forget  that  it  is  the  government  which  is  assassinating  children,  women 
and  men,  that  it  is  the  government  which  is  using  weapons,  that  it  is  the 
government  which  refuses  a serious  dialogue.  It  is  to  the  government  that 
they  should  direct  themselves  when  they  talk  about  not  resorting  to 
violence,  and  about  the  necessity  of  dialogue. 

NINTH.-  Once  again  the  EZLN  calls  upon  national  and  international  civil 
society  and  upon  independent  organizations  to  not  be  deceived,  to  demand 
true  justice  and  not  pretensions. 

TENTH.-  The  Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee,  General 
Command  of  the  EZLN  is  at  these  moments  completing  its  investigation  and 
analyzing  what  has  occurred  in  order  to  make  the  pertinent  necessary 
decisions.  Democracy  ! 

Liberty  ! 

Justice  ! 

>From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast. 

Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee  - General  Command  of  the 
Zapatista  Army  of 
National  Liberation 


Mexico,  December  of  1997 

Translated  by  : Cecilia  Rodriguez,  NCDLJ 


ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 
December  23rd  of  1997. 

Villagers  of  Acteal  approached  the  CONAI  in  order  to  reveal  the 
identities  of  the  principal  aggressors  of  the  massacre  of  Acteal  known  as 
"commanders".  They  are: 

>From  Acteal  Alto:  Sebastian  Luna  Perez,  Juan  Luna  Perez  and  his  son 
Juan  Luna  Perez,  Ignacio  Guzman  Perez  and  lose  Perez  Perez. 

Quextic:  Javier  Luna  Vazquez,  Manuel  Vasquez  Ruiz,  Bartolo  Perez  Quin 
and  Victorio  Vasquez  Perez. 

Los  Chorros:  Javier  Mendez  Perez  y Duan  Perez  Entzin.  Eleven  of  the 
aggressors  presided  over  the  meeting  of  the  21st  of  December  in 
preparation  for  the  attack  on  Acteal.  They  can  be  found  in  Los  Chorros, 
because  they  are  members  of  that  community. 

La  Esperanza:  Moises  Luna  Perez. 

Pechiquil:  Antonio  and  Mateo  Perez  Perez 

Tzajalucum  y Chimix:  Ignacio  Gutierrez  Perez  and  Romeo  Velazquez  Luna. 

"RE : Chiapas:  Mayor  Charged  in  Massacre"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Dec  1997  16:05:01  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Chiapas:  Mayor  Charged  in  Massacre 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

MAYOR  CHARGED  IN  MEXICAN  INDIAN  MASSACRE 

The  Washington  Post, Sunday,  December  28,  1997,  Page  A21 

Associated  Press 

ACTEAL,  Mexico,  Dec.  27  Authorities  tonight  charged  the  mayor  here  with 
murder,  alleging  that  he  provided  the  weapons  used  to  slaughter  45  Native 
People  in  his  village  on  Monday. 

The  mayor,  Jacinto  Arias  Cruz,  and  23  supporters  from  villages  near  the 
highland  Maya  hamlet  of  Acteal  were  formally  charged  with  homicide, 
causing  injuries  and  illegal  association.  They  were  taken  to  a prison  in 
the  Chiapas  state  capital,  Tuxtla  Gutierrez. 

Arias  Cruz  lied  to  investigators  about  his  knowledge  of  the  massacre, 
said  lose  Luis  Ramos  Rivera,  of  the  federal  attorney  general's  office.  He 
said  Arias  Cruz  claimed  to  have  learned  of  the  massacre  only  on  Tuesday, 
but  an  entry  in  a notebook  dated  Monday  recorded  the  killing. 

Arias  Cruz  tried  to  cover  up  the  massacre,  bringing  together  the 
participants  and  briefing  them  on  what  to  tell  authorities,  Ramos  Rivera 
said  at  a news  conference  in  Tuxtla  Gutierrez. 

On  Friday,  16  other  people  had  been  charged,  for  a total  of  40  area 
villagers  now  under  arrest  in  connection  with  the  massacre.  Arias  Cruz  is 
mayor  of  Chenalho  municipality,  which  includes  both  Acteal  and  Los  Chorros, 
where  many  of  those  arrested  live. 

Masked  gunmen  wearing  uniforms  showed  up  in  Acteal  on  Monday, 
methodically  gunning  down  villagers  --  mostly  women  and  children  --  with 
weapons  ranging  from  .22-caliber  rifles  to  AK-47s. 

The  massacre  has  outraged  Mexicans  and  brought  calls  for  official 
resignations,  even  that  of  President  Ernesto  Zedillo. 

Arias  Cruz  and  his  supporters  are  members  of  Mexico's  ruling 
Institutional  Revolutionary  Party,  or  PRI.  Most  of  the  victims  were 
members  of  the  peasant  group  Las  Abejas  --  The  Bees.  They  support  the 
goals,  but  not  the  methods,  of  the  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army, 
which  rebelled  in  January  1994  to  demand  rights  for  Chiapas  state's  poor 
Indians . 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 

EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy . org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : From  Wounded  Knee  to  Chiapas"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Dec  1997  09:56:14  +0100 
From:  Darrin  Wood  <dwood@encomix. es> 

Subj : From  Wounded  Knee  to  Chiapas 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

PLEASE  DISTRIBUTE  WIDELY!!!! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS  - EUROPA 
Darrin  Wood,  Director. 
dwood@encomix.es 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CLINTON'S  "INTERFERENCE"  IN  MEXICO 
*From  Wounded  Knee  to  Chiapas* 

by  Darrin  Wood,  Director  NAP-Europa 
December  28,  1997 

According  to  the  Mexican  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations,  US  President  Bill 
Clinton  has  just  "interfered  in  Mexican  internal  affairs"  by  demanding  an 
exhaustive  investigation  into  the  massacre  which  recently  occurred  in 
Chenalhae,  in  the  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas. 

Since  Clinton  wants  an  investigation  and  the  government  of  Ernesto  Zedillo 
doesn't  want  anyone  on  the  outside  looking  into  how  Mexico  murders  it's 
Indians,  we  at  Nuevo  Amanecer  Press  - Europa  have  come  up  with  a handy 
solution  for  both  of  them.  Why  doesn't  someone  order  an  investigation  into 
US  Military  "interference"  in  Mexico  ? 

Last  year,  the  US  Army  Special  Forces  began  a massive  training  program  of 
Mexican  Special  Forces  (GAFE  - Airborne  Special  Forces  Groups).  From  fiscal 
year  1996  until  fiscal  year  1997  around  3,200  Mexican  soldiers  will  receive 
training  in  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina,  by  the  Green  Berets'  7th  Special 
Forces  Group  (the  same  ones  who  brought  you  all  those  "democratic  freedom 
fighting"  human  rights  abuses  in  Honduras  and  El  Salvador  in  the  1980 's). 

The  program  allegedly  forms  part  of  the  "War  on  Drugs"  led  by  ex-  SOUTHCOM 
head  honcho  Barry  McCaffrey.  Sounds  nice  but... 

The  Mexican  news  agency  APRO  reported  on  December  25th  that  "An  important 
detachment,  composed  of  members  of  the  [Mexican  Army]  Airborne  Special 
Forces  Groups  (GAFE)  was  sent  to  the  community  of  Acteal,  in  the 
municipality  of  Chenalho,  where  this  past  Monday  "a  paramilitary  group 
linked  to  the  PRI"  carried  out  the  biggest  massacre  in  recent  years  in 
Chiapas,  leaving  a total  of  46  dead  and  25  wounded,  the  majority  being 
women  and  children.  The  soldiers  of  the  GAFE,  experts  in  counterinsurgency 
and  specialized  in  operating  in  rough  terrain  as  can  be  found  in  Chiapas, 
immediately  set  up  three  roadblocks  on  the  highway  that  leads  from  the 
Chenalho  to  Acteal  in  order  to  meticulously  search  all  vehicles  which 
passed  through  the  troubled  area." 

Oddly  enough,  on  december  26th,  the  Mexican  daily  LA  30RNADA  published  an 
article  on  a recent  operation  of  the  GAFE  in  the  state  of  Jalisco  where 
more  than  a dozen  young  men  were  kidnapped  and  tortured.  One  of  the  youths, 
Salvador  Lopez  Jimenez,  died  as  a result  of  this  "Special  Forces"  action. 

LA  30RNADA  states  that  "The  judge  of  this  jurisdiction  has  ordered  that 
charges  be  brought  against  Lieutenant  Colonel  Julian  Guerrero  Barrios  and 
Captain  Rogelio  Solis  Aguilar,  who  are  accused  of  the  crime  of  violence 
against  the  people,  as  authors  of  homicide."  The  article  states  that  15 


other  soldiers  will  be  charged  in  the  cover-up  but  no  names  were  given. 

Nuevo  Amanecer  Press  - Europa  has  been  able  to  confirm  that  Lt.  Col. 

Dulian  Guerrero  Barrios  is  a graduate  of  the  US  Army's  School  of  the 
Americas  - SOA,  which  he  attended  in  1981  in  a course  titled  "Commando 
Operations".  Time  to  add  another  photo  in  the  SOA's  "Hall  of  Fame".  We  do 
not  know  yet  how  many  other  of  those  charged  have  received  training 
recently  at  Fort  Bragg. 

We  also  wish  to  point  out  at  this  time  that  the  mastermind  behind  Mexico's 
counterinsurgency  strategy  in  Chiapas,  General  Mario  Renan  Castillo 
Fernandez,  has  received  instruction  at  Fort  Bragg  as  well.  The  general,  now 
the  ex  commander  of  the  Mexican  Army's  7th  Military  Region  in  Chiapas,  has 
recently  been  pointed  out  as  having  served  as  an  "Honorary  Witness"  at  a 
ceremony  where  the  state  government  of  Chiapas  handed  over  half  a million 
dollars  to  the  paramilitary  group  "Paz  y Dusticia". 

We  find  it  odd  that  the  two  biggest  recipients  of  US  military  aid  in  Latin 
America,  Colombia  and  Mexico,  are  also  the  two  Latin  American  countries 
with  the  greatest  number  of  massacres  carried  out  by  paramilitary 
organizations  connected  to  their  respective  armed  forces.  Therefore,  we 
demand  an  investigation  to  find  out  if  the  use  of  paramilitary 
organizations  form  an  active  part  of  US  counterinsurgency  doctrine.  We  have 
several  questions  that  need  to  be  answered  : 

1.  Is  the  financing  and  training  of  paramilitary  - terrorist  groups  in 
Latin  America  currently  being  taught  at  the  School  of  the  Americas  or  at 
Fort  Bragg  ? If  not,  has  it  been  done  in  the  past  ? 

2.  According  to  a September  1997  report  on  Mexico  from  drug  Czar  Barry 
McCaffrey,  the  recent  "gifts"  of  Huey  helicopters  to  that  country  are 
supposed  to  be  used  by  the  Special  Forces  of  the  GAFE  for  fighting  the  war 
on  drugs.  Are  any  of  those  helicopters  now  being  used  in  counterinsurgency 
operations  by  the  GAFE  in  Chiapas  ? 

3.  According  to  the  Mexican  press,  on  December  9th,  two  FBI  agents  were  in 
the  state  of  Oaxaca  giving  instruction  in  the  "management  of  crisis  and 
kidnappings"  to  police  from  Chiapas,  Guerrero  and  Oaxaca  (as  well  as  other 
troubled  states).  One  article  on  the  course  quoted  a US  Embassy  official  as 
saying  that  police  forces  "have  the  right  to  use  necessary  force"  to 
protect  society.  This  person  also  defined  "crisis  management"  as  being 
confrontations  between  police  and  military  forces  with  groups  that 
"disagree  with  society",  further  stating  that  guerrilla  organizations  fall 
into  that  definition.  Does  the  action  of  the  Chiapas  police  in  Chenalho, 
just  two  weeks  after  their  FBI  course,  fall  into  the  US  idea  of  "crisis 
management"  ? 

It  is  time  for  a serious  investigation,  not  empty  protests  meant  for 
internal  consumption.  It  is  impossible  to  take  the  Zedillo  government's 
protests  of  "interference  in  Mexican  internal  affairs"  seriously  while  he 
blindly  obeys  economic  policies  dictated  by  the  International  Monetary 
Fund,  the  World  Bank  and  Wall  Street  which  kill  thousands  of  Indigenous  and 
poor  Mexican  citizens  every  year  through  hunger,  malnutrition  and  curable 
illnesses.  In  fact  he  is  more  than  happy  to  obey  foreign  economic 
interference . He  only  becomes  angered  when  people  protest  because  the 
killing  is  being  done  by  bullets  and  not  banks. 

The  protests  concerning  the  massacre  in  Chenalho  by  US  president  Bill 
Clinton  are  also  hard  to  swallow  given  that  it  is  the  US  which  is  supplying 
all  the  weapons  and  training  for  the  bloody  counterinsurgency  campaign 
currently  being  waged  by  the  Mexican  Army  in  Chiapas,  as  well  as  other 
states.  The  same  atrocities  have  been  carried  out  recently  in  Colombia  and 
the  US  government  has  just  responded  by  approving  an  even  bigger  military 
aid  package  for  counterinsurgency  in  Colombia.  The  message  seems  to  be  that 
if  Mexico  keeps  on  killing  its  Indians,  they  too  can  expect  to  receive  more 
aid . 

We  demand  an  investigation  ! 

Tomorrow,  December  29th,  marks  the  107th  anniversary  of  the  bloody 
massacre  Indian  men,  women,  and  children  carried  out  by  the  US  Army  at 
Wounded  Knee,  South  Dakota.  It  would  mark  a perfect  opportunity  to  reflect 
on  the  latest  massacre  of  Native  people  in  the  Americas. 

"RE : Buffalo  Nations  Update"  


Date:  Sat,  27  Dec  1997  21:15:47  -0500 

From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies .org> 

Subj : buffalo  nations  update 

UUCP  email 

Temperature's  around  West  Yellowstone  have  dipped  down  to  -30F,  but 
the  sun's  out  by  mid-morning.  The  Department  of  Livestock  has  created  its 
own  imaginary  closure  on  Forest  Service  land  (public  land)  surrounding 
their  capture  facility.  Insiders  from  the  Park  Service  have  expressed 
their  belief  that  this  closure  is  illegitimate  and  illegal.  The  Forest 
Service  is  the  agency  in  charge  of  our  federal  public  lands  (Department  of 
Livestock  is  a state  agency),  is  still  uncertain  whether  the  closure  is 
legitimate  or  not.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  closure  was  made  up  on  the  spur 
of  the  moment  to  intimidate  us,  without  the  consent  of  all  5 agencies 
listed  on  their  signs.  We  remain  undaunted. 

Last  year  hundreds  of  bison  were  killed  on  Forest  Service  land  west 
and  north  of  Yellowstone  National  Park.  One  local  resident  was  disgusted 
to  learn  that  his  dog  had  gained  60  pounds  from  gorging  on  the  gut  piles 
left  near  his  Florse  Butte  home.  Millions  of  acres  of  Forest  Service  land, 
public  land,  SHOULD  be  open  and  available  as  a reservoir  for  the  bison  to 
spill  over  onto  during  winter  months.  We  need  people  to  help  us  focus  on 
this  aspect  of  the  campaign. 

If  we  all  had  one  wish  on  X-mas  day,  I think  we  all  wished  for  more 
folks  to  join  us  out  here  in  this  winter  wonderland.  This  is  a fantastic 
opportunity  to  learn  and  practice  winter  camping  skills,  cross-country 
skiing,  snow  shoeing,  and  tracking  animals.  If  you  enjoy  these 
activities,  we  can  accommodate  you.  We  also  need  people  who  are  good 
researchers,  writers  and  canvassers. 

Those  of  us  already  here  roam  the  fields  with  the  buffalo  daily  and 
have  a kinship  with  them.  The  magnificence  and  ruggedness  of  these 
beautiful  animals  has  all  of  us  in  awe  of  their  role  in  nature  and  humble 
us  in  our  own  role.  There  is  nothing  quite  like  the  site  of  buffalo 
playing  while  a bald  eagle  flies  overhead,  a coyote  hunts  for  scurrying 
food,  a wolf  howls  in  the  not-so-far  distance,  while  we  keep  a watchful  eye 
out  for  the  D.O.L.  All  in  a day's  work  at  Buffalo  Nations.  So  come  out 
and  be  ready  for  action  or  help  support  us  in  anyway  you  can. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buff alo@wildrockies . org 

"RE : Buffalo  in  Winter"  

Date:  97-12-23  11:31:03  EST 

From:  joedon@woptura.com  (3.D.K.  Chipps) 

Subj : Buffalo  in  Winter 

<><><><><><><>NASC  NEWS< ><><>< ><><><> 

Wednesday;  December  17th 
For  Immediate  Release 
Contact : 

Su  Gregerson  406.721.6954 
susang@wildrockies.org 

Tuesday,  Federal  District  Dudge  Charles  C.  Lovell  reigned  in  the 
reckless  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  over  its  buffalo 
policy.  The  DOL  will  be  monitored  by  weekly  reports  so  that  the  judge 
can  keep  an  eye  on  them  after  their  wanton  slaughter  of  buffalo  last 
winter.  The  ruling  came  after  the  state's  attorney  acknowledged  that 
even  though  Montana  had  killed  half  the  Yellowstone  buffalo  herd  last 
year,  they  were  prepared  to  kill  every  buffalo  that  walked  out  of 


Yellowstone  this  winter. 

The  DOL  will  be  allowed  to  slaughter  100  of  the  last  wild  herd  of 
buffalo  (a  national  heritage  according  to  Judge  Lovell).  At  that  point 
the  judge  will  hold  another  hearing.  The  proceeds  from  the  killing 
still  will  go  into  the  State  of  Montana's  coffers.  "This  is  a 
band-aid  to  a serious  situation/'  said  Meghan  Fay  of  Buffalo 
Nations, the  group  working  in  Yellowstone  to  protect  the  buffalo  from 
slaughter.  "We  need  to  take  a hard  look  at  the  discordant  policies 
regarding  public  grazing  allotments  and  traditional  buffalo  winter 
range  near  Yellowstone." 

The  buffalo  are  targeted  because  of  an  unproven  chance  they  might 
transmit  brucellosis  to  cows.  There  are  less  than  2000  cattle  that 
graze  in  the  area  for  about  4 months  of  the  year.  Most  of  the  cattle 
graze  on  public  land.  Last  year  over  1100  buffalo  lost  their  lives  and 
this  winter  another  100  might  die  for  the  sake  of  grazing  those  cows. 
Yellowstone's  Superintendent  Mike  Finley  said,  "If  we  managed  for  the 
risk  of  AIDS  transmission  with  the  same  methods  we  have  been  forced 
to  use  for  brucellosis,  we  would  shoot  every  person  we  suspect  of 
carrying  HIV."  Elk  also  have  the  slight  chance  of  passing  along  the 
organism  and  very  well  might  be  the  DOL's  next  target. 

"The  judgement  was  a step  in  the  right  direction,"  said  Su  Gregerson 
who  attended  the  hearing,  and  publishes  a web  site  about  the  issue 
(http://www.wildrockies.org/bison/).  "But  I am  still  outraged.  Public 
agencies  are  working  to  protect  their  own  interests  instead  of  serving 
the  public's  best  interest.  It  is  absurd  that  even  one  more  buffalo 
could  die  because  of  these  public  servants  ineptness." 

Judge  Lovell  has  heard  many  cases  over  the  years  regarding  the 
Yellowstone  buffalo  usually  favoring  livestock  over  the  buffalo.  Yet 
Tuesday,  in  addition  to  monitoring  the  DOL,  Judge  Lovell  vowed  that 
he  would  hold  the  next  hearing  on  the  "firing  lines"  if  necessary. 
J.D.K.  Chipps 
http : //www.woptura . com/ 

Although  this  was  posted  last  year,  it  is  still  relevant  to  the 
issue  of  buffalo  and  brucellosis. 

As  a side  note,  none  of  the  over  1100  buffalo  slaughtered  last  year 
tested  positive  as  a carrier.  Some  were  sero-tested,  and  tested 
positive.  Which  proves  nothing  except  the  buffalo  had  been  exposed 
and  had  developed  anti-bodies.  A beef  cow  that  has  been  vaccinated 
will  sero-test  positive  too,  and  both  the  buffalo  and  the  vaccinated 
beef  cow  are  IMMUNE  to  brucellosis. 


Summary  of  Scientific  Evidence 

The  scientific  evidence  collected  to  date  demonstrates  that  the  ris 
of  Brucella  abortus  transmission  from  bison  to  cattle  represents  more 
of  a perceived  threat  than  an  actual  threat.  Despite  this,  the 
livestock  industry  and  state  and  federal  agriculture  agencies,  have 
utilized  a campaign  based  on  fear,  speculation,  and  paranoia  to  force 
the  unnecessary  destruction  of  Yellowstone  bison  who  emigrate  from  YNP 
to  protect  livestock  interests. 

To  summarize,  the  available  evidence  indicates  that: 

There  has  never  been  a documented  case  of  Brucella  abortus 
transmission  from  bison  to  cattle  under  natural  conditions. 

In  cattle.  Brucella  abortus  is  primarily  transmitted  through 
susceptible  animal  contact  with  an  infected  aborted  fetus, 
contaminated  birthing  materials,  and/or  contaminated  forage. 

In  bison,  if  the  same  transmission  mechanism  exists,  the 
likelihood  of  transmission  is  extremely  remote  since,  as 
indicated  by  the  available  evidence,  bison  do  not  experience 
abortions.  Only  four  abortions  have  been  documented  in  bison  in 
the  Greater  Yellowstone  Ecosystem  in  the  past  75  years.  It  is 
unknown  if  any,  or  all,  of  these  abortions  were  the  result  of 
Brucella  abortus  infection. 


If  transmission  can  occur,  bison  and  cattle  must  occur  in  the 
same  place  at  the  same  time,  or  the  bacteria  must  persist  long 
enough  in  the  environment  to  result  in  exposure  to  a susceptible 
animal.  No  domestic  cattle  are  maintained  on  public  or  private 
land  near  West  Yellowstone  from  late  October  through  early  Dune, 
making  the  likelihood  of  bacteria  transmission  from  bison  to 
cattle  in  this  area  extremely  remote.  Furthermore,  the  available 
evidence  suggests  that  the  bacteria  are  killed  within  hours  if  in 
direct  sunlight  and  non-freezing  conditions  --  conditions  common 
in  YNP  in  mid  to  late  spring  before  cattle  are  returned  to  public 
grazing  allotments. 

The  blood  test  used  on  bison  and  cattle  to  determine  whether  an 
animal  has  been  exposed  to  the  bacteria,  was  designed  principally 
for  use  on  cattle.  In  cattle  the  blood  test  accurately  predicts 
infection . 

In  bison,  the  blood  test  does  not  accurately  predict  infection. 
Though  approximately  50  percent  of  Yellowstone  bison  blood  test 
positive  for  exposure  to  the  bacteria,  the  available  evidence 
indicates  that  only  approximately  12  percent  are  infected. 
Moreover,  according  to  the  results  of  sampling  conducted  during 
the  winter  of  1991-92,  less  than  one-half  of  one  percent  of 
Yellowstone  bison  were  infectious. 

During  the  winter  of  1991-92,  tissue  and  blood  samples  were  taken 
from  218  bison  killed  outside  of  YNP  by  State  and  Federal 
officials.  Of  these  218  animals,  the  bacteria  could  only  be 
cultured  from  the  tissues  of  27;  19  males  and  8 females.  Since 
the  primary  route  of  bacteria  transmission  is  through  contact 
with  an  aborted,  contaminated  fetus  and/or  contaminated  birthing 
materials,  and  based  on  the  best  available  scientific  evidence, 
the  risk  of  male  or  bull  bison  transmitting  the  bacteria  is 
virtually  nonexistent.  Of  the  8 females,  the  bacteria  could  be 
cultured  from  the  reproductive  tract  of  only  one,  a 
non-reproductive  yearling.  Consequently,  of  the  218  bison 
sampled,  not  one,  at  the  time  of  their  death,  were  capable  of 
transmitting  the  bacteria  to  cattle. 

Based  on  the  data  collected  during  the  winter  of  1991-92,  The 
Fund  for  Animals  estimated  in  the  fall  of  1994  that  only  a 
maximum  of  38  pregnant  bison,  out  of  a estimated  herd  of  4,200 
bison,  could  potentially  be  infectious.  The  actual  number  of 
infectious  pregnant  bison  who  may  pose  a risk  to  cattle,  if  any, 
is  significantly  less  because  not  all  infectious  pregnant  bison 
will  leave  YNP  and  few,  if  any,  infectious  pregnant  bison  will 
abort . 

An  infected  bison,  one  from  whom  the  bacteria  can  be  cultured 
from  a tissue  or  organ,  poses  no  risk  of  transmission  unless  it 
is  infectious.  An  infectious  bison  --  primarily  a female  from 
whom  the  bacteria  can  be  cultured  from  the  reproductive  tract  -- 
may  be  able  to  expel  the  bacteria  into  the  environment  through  an 
abortion  or  calving  event.  Considering  biological,  spatial, 
temporal,  and  epidemiological  factors,  however,  the  likelihood  of 
an  infectious  bison  expelling  the  bacteria  resulting  in  infection 
in  domestic  cattle  is  extremely  remote. 

The  blood  test,  while  inaccurate  in  predicting  infection,  is 
substantially  more  accurate  in  determining  whether  an  animal  has 
been  exposed  to  the  bacteria.  A negative  blood  test  nearly  always 
indicative  of  an  animal  who  is  not  infected. 


Considering  the  scientific  evidence,  the  settlement  agreement  is 


deficient  for  the  following  reasons: 

Even  assuming  that  an  infected  bison  can  transmit  the  bacteria 
(which  is  not  possible) , since  the  blood  test  to  be  used  to 
determine  which  bison  live  and  which  bison  die  is  inaccurate, 
three  out  of  every  four  bison  who  test  blood  positive,  will  be 
killed  unnecessarily. 

All  pregnant  female  bison,  regardless  of  blood  test  results,  will 
be  killed.  Since  a negative  test  result  is  nearly  always 
accurate,  there  is  no  justification  for  killing  blood-test 
negative  pregnant  females.  Assuming  that  a positive  blood  test  is 
indicative  of  infection  and/or  infectiousness  (it  is  not),  it  is, 
in  fact,  these  blood-test  negative  animals  who  should  not  be 
killed  if  the  objective  is  to  eradicate  the  bacteria  in  bison. 

Though  a negative  animal  may  convert  into  a positive  animal  as 
pregnancy  progresses,  there  is  no  evidence  in  YNP  bison  to 
substantiate  this  claim.  Moreover,  on  the  western  side  of  YNP,  a 
negative  pregnant  bison  who  converts  into  a positive  animals  as 
pregnancy  progresses  would  pose  no  risk  to  cattle  during  the 
winter  since  no  cattle  are  in  the  area. 

All  blood-test  positive  bison  will  be  killed.  Since  the  principal 
route  of  bacteria  transmission  is  through  contact  with  an 
infected  aborted  fetus,  male  bison  pose  virtually  no  risk  of 
transmission,  if  they  pose  any  risk  at  all.  The  only  way  a male 
bison  could  transmit  the  bacteria  is  if  he  dribbled 
bacteria-laden  sperm  on  land  occupied  by  cattle  and  if  enough  of 
the  bacteria  persisted  in  the  environment  to  cause  infection  in  a 
susceptible  animal.  This  prospect  is  so  extremely  remote  that  the 
killing  of  bull  bison  cannot  be  justified. 

Even  if  bacteria  transmission  between  bison  and  cattle  were 
possible,  the  lack  of  Brucella  abortus  caused  abortion  in  YNP 
bison,  the  minute  rate  of  infectiousness  in  YNP  bison,  the 
spatial  and  temporal  relationship  between  cattle  and  bison,  and 
the  inability  of  the  bacteria  to  persist  for  any  extended  amount 
of  time  in  direct  sunlight,  do  not  justify  the  proposed  capture, 
test,  and  slaughter  program  for  any  YNP  bison. 

"RE : Native  Leader  Silenced"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Dec  1997  01:21:36  -0800  (PST) 

From:  garbuckl@direct . ca  (Gary  Arbucklej  Sherry  Tanaka) 

Subj : Native  Leader  silenced 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb(3thecity . sfsu  .edu> 

Some  of  you  may  have  heard  that  Musqueam  Chief  Gail  Sparrow's  welcoming 
speech  to  the  delegates  to  the  APEC  conference  at  the  Museum  of 
Anthropology,  University  of  British  Columbia,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
Canada,  on  November  25th,  was  cancelled  at  the  last  minute  by  the  Prime 
Minister's  office,  apparently  panicky  over  the  idea  she  might  say  something 
about  human  or  indigenous  rights.  As  a public  service,  and  with  her 
permission,  we  have  posted  two  versions  of  her  undelivered  speech,  her 
letter  of  protest  to  the  Prime  Minister,  and  the  Musqueam  First  Nation 
press  release  on  our  website.  It  can  be  accessed  either  through  the  index 
page  of  Pacific  Aboriginal 

Relations  at  www.sagesource.com/native.html  or  directly  at 
www. sagesource.com/musq . html 
Yours  truly,  Gary  Arbuckle  and  Sherry  Tanaka 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Musqueam  Chief  Gail  Y.  Sparrow's  cancelled  APEC  speeches 
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December  3rd  press  release  from  Musqueam  Indian  Band 
MUSQUEAM  INDIAN  BAND 
6370  SALISH  DRIVE 
VANCOUVER 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  V6N  2C6 
TELEPHONE:  (604)  263-3261 
FAX:  (604)  263-4212 

PRESS  RELEASE 

Contact:  Chief  Gail  Y.  Sparrow 
Phone:  (604)  263-3261 

Fax:  (604)  263-4212 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

PRIME  MINISTER  INSULTS  MUSQUEAM  CHIEF  AND  ELDER  AT  APEC 

Musqueam  asks  P.M.  for  Explanation 

Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  December  3 --  Chief  Gail  Y.  Sparrow  of  the 
Musqueam  Indian  Band  has  sent  an  open  letter  to  Prime  Minister  Chretien 
seeking  an  explanation  for  the  PMO  decision  to  revoke  the  Prime  Minister's 
invitation  for  Musqueam  to  participate  in  the  APEC  opening  ceremony  held  in 
Vancouver  on  November  25th. 

Chief  Sparrow  had  been  requested  to  make  a welcoming  address  to  APEC 
delegates  and  Musqueam  elder,  Vincent  Stogan,  had  been  asked  to  deliver  the 
opening  prayer.  On  the  eve  of  the  Conference,  the  PMO,  without  explanation, 
revoked  the  invitation.  Musqueam  was  greatly  embarassed  and  offended,  says 
Chief  Sparrow  in  her  letter  to  the  Prime  Minister. 

While  the  Prime  Minister  has  so  far  refused  to  discuss  the  reasons  for 
excluding  Musqueam  from  the  APEC  opening  ceremony,  it  appears  that 
officials  from  the  PMO  attempted  to  censor  the  Chief's  speech  by  removing 
all  references  to  human  rights. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  that  the  PMO  was  angry  about  Musqueam 's 
objection  to  the  government's  decision  to  construct  a helicopter  landing 
pad  on  Deadman's  Island  for  the  use  of  visiting  APEC  dignitaries.  Musqueam 
objected  because  the  site  is  acknowledged  to  be  rich  in  archaeological 
resources,  and  yet,  the  Department  of  National  Defence  paved  it  over 
without  first  conducting  a proper  archaeological  impact  assessment. 

Chief  Sparrow's  letter  concludes  with  the  observation: 

"Other  countries  would  be  justified  in  criticizing  Canada  for  its 
sanctimonious  hypocrisy,  and  for  the  way  in  which  it  treats  its 
aboriginal  people.  They  would  be  able  to  say  that  human  rights 
may  be  trampled  on  in  some  places  in  the  world,  but  not  in 
Canada:  in  Canada,  the  government  paves  them  over!" 

Attachments : 

Letter  to  Prime  Minister  with  3 attachments  consisting  of  Initial 
Draft  of  Chief  Sparrow's  speech  ["Speech  (I)"],  shortened  version 
["Speech  (II)"],  and  letter  to  Major  Adkins  [not  included]. 
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Letter  of  Chief  Gail  Y.  Sparrow  to  Prime  Minister  Chretien 
MUSQUEAM  INDIAN  BAND 
6370  SALISH  DRIVE 
VANCOUVER 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  V6N  2C6 
TELEPHONE:  (604)  263-3261 
FAX:  (604)  263-4212 


December  3,  1997 


The  Right  Honorable  lean  Chretien  P.C.,  M.P. 

Prime  Minister 
Langevin  Building 
80  Wellington  Street 
Ottawa,  Ontario 
K1A  0A2 

Dear  Prime  Minister: 

On  the  one  hand,  Musqueam  was  greatly  honored  to  accept  your  invitation  to 
participate  in  the  APEC  Welcoming  Ceremony  that  took  place  on  Tuesday 
November  25th,  1997,  in  Musqueam' s traditional  territory.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  were  greatly  embarassed  and  offended  when  your  officials,  without 
explanation,  revoked  your  invitation  on  the  eve  of  the  Ceremony. 

I attempted  to  speak  with  you  on  November  25th,  to  find  out  why  you  decided 
to  exclude  Musqueam  at  the  last  minute.  You  at  that  time  told  me  you  did 
not  want  to  talk  to  me  about  it,  and  walked  away. 

We  are  left  to  speculate  about  your  reasons  for  excluding  us.  Why  would  you 
treat  Musqueam  with  such  disrespect  and  rudeness  within  our  own  traditional 
territory? 

I understand  that  you  and  your  officials  disapproved  of  the  initial  draft 
of  my  speech  (copy  enclosed) . I thought  that  Canada  would  not  have 
difficulty  with  the  notion  that  human  rights  and  economic  progress  go 
hand-in-hand,  and  that  one  cannot  exist  without  the  other.  To  my  surprise, 
your  officials  objected  to  the  general  references  to  human  rights  in  my 
speech.  In  the  traditions  of  the  Musqueam  people,  I wanted  to  make  the 
delegates  to  APEC  feel  welcome,  and  so,  I agreed  to  remove  all  of  the 
references  your  officials  found  offensive.  I cut  my  speech  back  to  just 
four  short  paragraphs  (copy  enclosed).  I expected  that  this  shortened 
version  would  be  acceptable  to  your  officials,  but  it  was  not.  Instead, 
they  responded  by  revoking  the  invitation  to  Musqueam.  Not  only  would  I not 
be  permitted  to  speak,  our  Musqueam  elder,  Vincent  Stogan,  would  not  be 
permitted  to  deliver  the  opening  prayer. 

Prime  Minister,  what  in  my  brief  four  paragraph  speech  was  so  offensive?  I 
found  it  very  difficult  to  accommodate  myself  to  the  editorial  control  (some 
might  call  it  censorship)  that  your  officials  wanted  to  impose  on  my 
speech.  Having  accommodated  their  concerns  to  the  extent  that  I did,  though, 
are  not  I,  Mr.  Stogan,  and  Musqueam  at  least  entitled  to  an  explanation? 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  your  office  was  angry  at  Musqueam  for  our 
objection  to  the  government's  decision  to  build  a helicopter  landing  pad  on 
Deadman's  Island,  on  a site  known  to  be  rich  in  archaeological  resources, 
without  first  conducting  an  archaeological  impact  assessment.  Was  this  your 
reason? 

We  attach  a copy  of  the  letter  which  we  sent  to  Major  Adkins,  confirming 
the  undisputed  facts  of  the  Deadman's  Island  matter.  On  reviewing  those 
facts,  we  would  hope  that  you  can  understand  the  basis  of  our  concern  at 
what  the  Department  of  National  Defence  did  on  Deadman's  Island.  Are  we  not 
permitted  to  be  angry  when  someone  paves  over  the  grave  sites  of  our 
ancestors,  without  even  consulting  with  us? 

Mr.  Prime  Minister,  if  Musqueam 's  objection  to  what  your  government  did  on 
Deadman's  Island  was  the  reason  for  our  exclusion  from  the  APEC  opening 
ceremony,  you  have  brought  shame  and  dishonor  on  Canada.  That  reason  would 
tarnish  Canada's  international  reputation  of  respect  for  human  rights. 

Other  countries  would  be  justified  in  criticizing  Canada  for  its 
sanctimonious  hypocrisy,  and  for  the  way  in  which  it  treats  its  aboriginal 
people.  They  would  be  able  to  say  that  human  rights  may  be  trampled  on  in 
some  places  in  the  world,  but  not  in  Canada:  in  Canada,  the  government 


paves  them  oven! 


I tried  to  discuss  this  matter  with  you  in  private,  but  you  turned  me  away. 
While  you  may  be  prepared  to  ignore  me  and  the  Musqueam  people,  perhaps, 
you  will  be  more  responsive  to  the  concerns  of  citizens  who  are  disturbed 
by  your  disrespectful  treatment  of  aboriginal  people.  For  this  reason,  a 
copy  of  this  letter  is  being  released  to  the  media. 

Sincerely, 

Chief  Gail  Y.  Sparrow 
cc . 

The  Honorable  Dane  Stewart,  P.C.,  M.P. 

APEC  Secretariat 
All  media 
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Initial  draft  of  Chief  Sparrow's  speech 

APEC  1997 
WELCOMING  ADDRESS 
TO  THE  ECONOMIC  LEADERS'  RETREAT 
BY 

CHIEF  GAIL  SPARROW  - MUSQUEAM  FIRST  NATION 
MUSEUM  OF  ANTHROPOLOGY  - UNIVERSITY  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 
Vancouver,  BC  - November  25,  1997 

Each-you-eyh-ul  Siem. 

These  are  the  words  of  our  traditional  greetings  to  persons  of  distinction 
and  to  our  distinguished  guests  from  far  and  wide  we  extend  these 
greetings.  On  behalf  of  First  Nations  people  and  the  peoples  of  British 
Columbia  and  Canada  we  welcome  you.  We  are  gathered  here  today  on  the 
ancestral  lands  of  my  people  - the  Musqueam  First  Nation.  We  are  honored 
that  you  have  graced  this  historic  gathering  place  by  your  presence  and 
with  your  good  intentions  of  furthering  economic  growth  and  cooperation 
between  the  APEC  member  economies  represented  here  today. 

As  a nation  on  the  Pacific  and  a founding  member  of  APEC  in  1989,  Canada 
places  a high  value  on  the  contributions  of  Canadians  in  APEC  and  in  the 
development  of  Canadian  activities  in  Asia  Pacific.  In  short,  Canada  needs 
APEC,  and  APEC  needs  Canada.  The  same  can  be  said  of  all  Asia  Pacific 
members.  The  most  powerful  member,  the  United  States,  too,  needs  APEC,  and 
APEC  needs  the  United  States.  Is  this  not  the  underlying  catalyst  for  this 
gathering  - nations  needing  nations,  people  needing  people.  The  needs  of 
one  can  only  be  met  by  satisfying  the  needs  of  another.  And,  so  it  is  with 
APEC. 

>From  its  early  beginnings  in  1989  as  an  informal  group  with  limited 
participation,  and  now  with  its  18  member  economies,  APEC  has  become  the 
primary  regional  vehicle  for  promoting  open  trade  and  practical  economic 
cooperation.  The  success  of  APEC  is  directly  related  to  the  continued 
commitment  and  efforts  of  its  economic  leaders.  The  major  contributions  you 
have  made  to  global  prosperity  and  stability  will  have  long  lasting  effects 
on  generations  yet  unborn. 

Products  and  trade;  one  country  selling  its  products  to  another  country. 
That's  what  this  is  all  about.  Or  is  it?  When  one  takes  a closer  look  at 
this  picture  one  cannot  help  but  see  the  human  element  behind  the 
sought-after  products.  Lately  in  the  news  there  has  been  much  said 
concerning  human  rights.  Have  we,  as  leaders,  taken  the  time  to  hear  what 
the  people  are  saying? 

There  are  people  out  there  crying  out  on  behalf  of  the  workers  who  make 
your  products.  "Better  wages,  improved  living  conditions,"  one  group  says; 
"Equal  and  humane  treatment  for  all,"  another  adds.  The  products  are 


produced  as  a result  of  people's  labor  and  skills.  They  too  must  be 
considered  as  viable  contributors  to  the  economic  growth  of  each  of  your 
nations  and  must  be  treated  as  such.  Dare  we  turn  a deaf  ear  to  the  cries 
of  the  people?  After  all,  economic  initiatives  are  all  about  people  and 
their  well-being. 

People  are  the  most  precious  of  all  resources.  Let  us  quiet  the  criticisms 
and  replace  the  cries  of  the  people  by  honoring  the  noble  objectives  of 
APEC  to  endeavour  to  enrich  the  lives  and  to  improve  the  standards  of 
living  of  all  citizens  on  substantial  bases. 

lust  as  you  represent  your  individual  nations,  I,  too,  as  chief,  represent 
a nation  and  the  indigenous  peoples,  the  First  Nations  in  British  Columbia 
and  Canada.  We  are  nations  within  a nation.  We  are  traditional  peoples 
struggling  for  position  and  inclusion  in  today's  economic  arena. 

It  might  interest  you  to  know  that  this  land  we  are  meeting  upon  was  once, 
and  still  is,  the  gathering  place  of  my  people.  Here  we  hunted  deer,  bear, 
and  elk.  And,  it  is  here  we  met  with  other  tribes  from  up  and  down  this 
coast  to  trade:  food,  clothing,  hunting  equipment,  furs  and  medicine.  It  is 
fitting  that  you  have  assembled  here  on  land  owned  by  this  country's  first 
traders  --  the  First  Nations  people! 

Though  my  appearance  before  you  today  is  largely  ceremonial,  as  a First 
Nations  leader,  I ask  you  to  consider  and  include  First  Nations  people  as 
full  and  contributing  partners  in  APEC.  We  have  goods,  services,  and 
products  to  trade  with  you.  Allow  us  an  opportunity  so  that  we,  too,  may 
experience  economic  growth  and  prosperity  as  you  have.  We  are  nations 
within  a nation. 

By  including  us,  you  will  fulfill  two  of  your  stated  objectives  and  that  is 
"to  develop  and  strengthen  the  open  multilateral  trading  system  in  the 
interest  of  Asia-Pacific  and  all  other  economies,"  and,  secondly  "to  reduce 
barriers  to  trade  in  goods  and  services  among  participants."  This  is  a 
significant  part  of  your  1996  declaration  in  Manila:  "to  improve  the 
economic  and  social  well-being  of  the  people"  and  "to  reduce  economic 
disparities  among,"  and  we  would  add  "within  APEC  economies." 

We  encourage  you  in  your  deliberations  to  remember  the  many  generations  who 
will  follow  in  your  footsteps.  We  encourage  you  to  ensure  there  is  respect 
for  the  dignity  of  all  peoples.  And  finally,  we  encourage  you  to  include 
indigenous  peoples  as  full  and  contributing  partners  in  APEC's  development. 

The  strength  of  unity,  the  harmony  of  purpose,  the  integrity  of  rhetoric, 
may  these  important  elements  be  a part  of  the  spirit  of  this  momentous 
assembly  and  that  in  the  days  and  years  to  come. 

As  a leader,  I have  come  to  realize  that  a leader's  true  greatness  is 
measured  by  the  happiness  and  well-being  of  the  people  whom  we  serve.  With 
the  achievement  of  economic  growth  and  prosperity,  let  us  not  lose  the 
humanity  within  each  of  us  and,  more  importantly,  let  us  strive  to  give 
humanity  to  all  peoples.  I wish  you  continued  success  and  may  the  Creator 
bless  each  and  every  one  of  you.  Thank  you. 

Hychga  Siem. 

"RE : BIA  Questions"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Dec  1997  10:42:17  -0500 

From:  Summerfield/Marvin&Linda  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Subj : BIA  Questions-Muskogee  Phoenix 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 


Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper.  The 


CHEROKEE  OBSERVER.  http://www.cherokeeobserven.org 

The  following  article  was  published  in  the  Muskogee  Daily  Phoenix 


Statements  attributed  to  former  U.S.  Attorney  John  Raley  lend 
considerable  credence  to  the  view  the  federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
took  sides  in  the  internal  problems  of  the  Cherokee  nation.  Such  meddling 
is  clearly  improper  and  deserves  full  federal  and  congressional 
investigation . 

In  a draft  of  an  affidavit,  Raley  is  quoted  as  stating  an  agreement  to 
bring  in  BIA  law  officers  into  the  Cherokee  Nation  was  unilaterally 
altered  by  Deputy  BIA  Commissioner  Hilda  Manuel  last  April.  The  change, 
barring  BIA  officers  from  executing  warrants  and  orders  of  the  Cherokee 
Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  clearly  aided  Cherokee  Chief  Doe  Byrd,  who 
faced  an  arrest  warrant  issued  by  the  tribal  court. 

BIA  officers  assumed  legal  jurisdiction  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  after 
Byrd  fired  the  tribe's  marshals  after  they  executed  a search  warrant  of 
Byrd's  offices  Feb.  25.  The  search  into  charges  Byrd  misused  tribal  and 
federal  funds. 

That  case  has  been  dormant  since  Byrd  fired  the  marshals  and  his  allies 
on  the  Tribal  Council  "impeached"  the  tribunal  justices.  (The 
"impeachment"  was  later  ruled  unconstitutional.) 

And  in  August,  BIA  officers  assisted  Byrd  loyalist  in  the  occupation  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  in  downtown  Tahlequah. 

We  only  can  speculate  why  the  BIA  was  so  eager  to  assist  Byrd.  However, 
what  is  clear  is  such  assistance  violates  the  principles  of  tribal 
sovereignty  and  the  orders  of  the  duly  constituted  Cherokee  courts. 

Congress  should  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  BIA's  involvement  in  the 
Cherokee  crisis.  A good  start  would  be  by  thoroughly  questioning  Manuel, 
former  BIA's  director  Ada  Deer  and  other  agency  officials  on  their 
actions  and  how  they  conform  with  federal  and  Cherokee  law. 

EDITORIALLY  SPEAKING  RALEY  PAPER  RAISES  MORE  BIA  QUESTIONS 

"RE : Protection  of  Intellectual  Properties"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Dec  1997  12:00:04  -0500 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe.net> 

Subj : Mohawk  Nation  at  Kahnawake  Position  on  the 

Protection  of  Intellectual  Properties  From  Commercial  Misuse 

UUCP  email 

Kwe:kwe  all  Haudenosaunee  and  Supporters! 

This  is  to  let  you  know  what  you  can  do  to  help  stop  the  outright  theft  and 
destruction  of  Haudenosaunee  Intellectual  properties  (refer  to  email  of 
December  21) . An  international  agreement  is  to  be  signed  January  18,  1998 
in  Mexico  City,  we  need  to  act  fast! 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 

1)  Tell  Mexican  and  Canadian  officials  what  you  think 

2)  Tell  the  local  and  Mexican  press  what  you  have  done 

3)  Tell  us,  the  people  in  Mexico  and  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Band  Council  what 
you  have  done 

Fax  and  send  your  own  letters  to  the  Mexican  Ambassador  and  then  send  a 
copy  of  that  letter  to  the  following: 

the  Mexican  Consul,  the  Canadian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  the  Prime 
Minister.  If  you  can  not  afford  a long  distance  fax  just  send  the  letter 
to  those  you  can  afford  or  send  it  to  us  and  we  will  get  it  out  for  you. 

If  you  can  afford  faxes  you  can  send  your  letters  in  English,  French,  or 
Spanish  to  the  officials  in  Mexico. 

Send  your  local  newspaper  a copy  of  the  letter  you've  written.  Also  if 
you  have  email  send  your  letter  to  the  press  in  Mexico,  or  if  you  do  not 
have  email  and  can  afford  a fax  send  one.  Also  please  send  a copy  of  your 
letter  to  us.  The  addresses  are: 


MEXICAN  GOVERNMENT  OFFICIALS  IN  CANADA 
Sandra  Fuentes 

Mexican  Ambassador  to  Canada 
1500-45  O'Connor  Street 
Ottawa , ON 
KIP  1A4 

Fax: (613)  235-9123 

Lie.  Selso  Flumberto  Delgado 
Consulat  General  du  Mexique 
2000  Mansfield 
Montreal  PQ 
H3A  2Z7 

tel  (514)  288-2502 
fax  (514)  288-8287 

Sergio  Aguilera 
Consul-General 
Sonsulado  Mexicano 
4440-199  Bay  Street 
Toronto,  ON 
M5L  1E9 

fax  (416)  368-0676 

MEXICAN  OFFICIAL  IN  MEXICO 

Presidencia  de  la  republica 

Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon 

Palacio  Nacional,  fax  (525)  271  17  64 

Residencia  oficial  de  Los  Pinos,  fax  (525)  515  17  94 

Secretaria  de  Gobernacion 

Lie.  Emilio  Chuayffet,  fax  (525)  546  53  50 

CANADIAN  GOVERNMENT  OFFICIALS 
Hon.  Lloyd  Axeworthy 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
Lester  B.  Pearson  Bldg. 

125  Sussex  Drive 
Ottawa,  ON 
K1A  0G2 

fax  (613)  996-3443 
tel  (613)  995-8872 

Hon.  lean  Chretien 
Prime  Minister 
House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  ON 
K1A  0A6 

fax  (613)  975-5571 

EMAILS  AND  FAXES  OF  SOME  MEXICAN  NEWSPAPERS 
(dial  011  first  for  international  access) 

La  Jornada,  jornada@condor.dgsca.unam.mx  fax  (525)  510  1901,  (525)  521 
2763 

Reforma,  cartas@reforma.com.mx 

El  Financiero  fax  (525)  531  8420,  (525)  227  7620 
Revista  Proceso,  proceso@spin.com.mx 

ADDRESSES  IN  KAHNAWAKE 
Jessica  Hill,  Manager 

Kahnawake  Economic  Development  Authority 
P.O.  Box  1110 
Kahnawake  PQ 
30L  1B0 


fax  (514)  638-3276 
email  keda@axess.com 


Grand  Chief,  Joseph  Norton 
Mohawk  Council  of  Kahnawake 
P.O.  Box  720 
Kahnawake  PQ 
30L  1B0 

fax.  (514)  638-5958 


Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
Visit  our  new  site! 

http: //www. cyber globe . net/users/mnation 

"RE : Cherokees  Declare  War  on  TVA"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Dec  1997  16:07:01  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Cherokees  Declare  War  on  Tennessee  Valley  Authority 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

INDIANS  DECLARE  WAR  ON  TENNESSEE  VALLEY  AUTHORITY 
The  Hustler  - South  Pittsburgh,  Marion  County,  Tennessee 
December  18,  1997  front  page  headline 
by  Betty  Stallard 

David  Brown,  Raven  of  the  Tennessee  River  Band  of  Chickamauga  Cherokees, 
announced  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  Cherokee  people  with  the  flag  of  war 
during  the  pow  wow  held  on  December  12  - 13.  Mr.  Brown  and  band  leaders 
base  their  declaration  of  war  on  TVA's  continued  cultural  genocide  by 
destroying  Native  American  resources. 

Brown's  ancestors  came  from  Running  Water  Town  (nearest  communities  today 
are  Hale  Town  and  Whiteside)  which  was  near  Nick-a-jack,  the  principal  city 
of  the  Chickamauga  Cherokee  people.  During  the  revolutionary  war  era,  the 
Chickamauga  Cherokees  carried  on  a resistance  with  English  help  to  protect 
their  land  against  the  colonists.  The  Chickamauga  resistance  fell  defending 
their  capital  in  the  place  that  Nick  a jack  cave  is  and  extending  down  to 
the  river. 

Later  TVA  confiscated  the  Cherokee  capital  city  under  eminent  domain. 

Much  of  the  principal  town  of  this  proud  people  is  now  under  Nick-a-jack 
Lake.  The  farmers  were  paid  a pittance  of  what  the  land  was  worth,  and  it 
no  longer  could  produce  crops  to  feed  their  families.  The  Native  Americans 
were  told  this  was  necessary  for  national  security,  that  the  government 
needed  to  build  bombs  and  to  power  Oak  Ridge. 

In  return  for  their  cooperation,  TVA  returned  the  historic  site  of 
Sequoya's  birthplace  and  granted  assistance  in  building  a museum  on  the 
spot . 

"Think  of  what  it  would  be  like  if  China,  for  example,  put  Washington, 
D.C.,  under  water  through  global  warming  and  then  built  a museum  to  honor 
what  had  once  been  the  capital  of  the  United  States  of  America  over  in 
Arlington  Cemetery.  This  is  what  the  Indian  sees  here,"  Brown  said. 

"Yet  in  all  this,  the  Native  American  did  not  react  harshly  though  the 
heart  of  our  people  was  desecrated,  the  graves  of  our  forefathers  put  under 
water,  and  land  fruitful  for  farming  and  hunting  made  useless  and 
untouchable  to  those  who  owned  it  by  right  of  birth  and  by  right  of 
property  deed. 

"Now,  however,  TVA  is  trying  to  sell  off  what  is  left  of  this  'public' 
land  to  a foreign  company  for  TVA's  and  this  company's  profit.  This  is 
illegal  by  the  standard  of  the  Chickamauga  Cherokee  and  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  We  will  fight,  and  die  if  necessary,  to  regain 
what  is  and  should  be  ours." 

This  time  the  Native  American  has  some  very  formidable  backing  within 


these  United  States.  Raymond  Evans,  who  has  a B.A.  in  Sociology  and 
Anthropology  from  UTC,  graduating  Magna  Cum  Laude,  and  a M.A.  in  Anthropology 
from  UTK,  is  in  possession  of  facts  that  bear  out  the  Indian  position. 

Joining  Evans  is  Burce  Wilkey,  a long  time  partner  in  archaeological  and 
ecological  studies. 

[note:  Betty  Stallard  is  the  new  Managing  Editor  of  The  Hustler, 
this  text  was  checked:  all  word  orders  & spellings 
are  as  they  were  printed  in  the  article.] 


http://www.chattanooga.net/cita/slcmdc/ 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy . org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Shelve  Offensive  Sports  Mascots"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Dec  1997  00:05:06  -0600 
From:  Steven  Baggs  <sbaggs@iw. net> 

Subj : Shelve  offensive  sports  mascots 

UUCP  email 

Greetings  all, 

I need  to  send  a "thumbs-up"  to  the  Sioux  Falls  newspaper  for 
running  the  following  editorial  in  today's  paper. 

With  respect, 

Steven 

— begin  quoted  passage 

Argus  Leader;  Sioux  Falls,  SD.  December  28,  1997 

Shelve  offensive  sports  mascots 

EDITORIAL 

The  issue:  Sports  fans  who  are  glued  to  the  television  set  during 
the  winter  holidays  will  have  occasion  to  contemplate  racist  team 
names,  chants  and  mascots  that  hurt  American  Indians. 

Our  position:  Regardless  of  whether  team  owners  and  fans  are  free  of 
malicious  intent,  if  American  Indians  take  offense,  then  the  names, 
chants  and  mascots  are  ipso  facto  offensive. 

Sticks  and  stones  will  break  my  bones,  but  words  will  never  hurt  me. 
That  statement  probably  ranks  as  the  most  unbelievable  platitude 
ever  uttered. 

When  have  you  last  heard  epithets  referring  to  you  - such  as  honkie, 
spic.  Chink,  nigger  or  other  dread  derisions  of  your  race  or 
ethnicity  - without  a physiological  reaction,  possibly  an  atavistic 
adrenaline  rush  to  prepare  you  for  battle?  The  words  incite  anger. 
Why?  Because  they  hurt. 

Sometimes  prejudicial  words  are  meant  to  hurt.  More  insidious,  but 
no  less  painful,  are  the  words  tainted  with  prejudice  and  disrespect 
that  are  used  without  malice. 

Once  users  of  the  words  realize  their  impact,  they  should  be 
motivated  by  simple  human  decency  to  stop  referring  to  groups  of 
people  with  those  words  - sports  teams  and  fans  included. 

Fans  watching  TV  sports  this  winter  holiday  should  walk  in  the 
moccasins  of  American  Indians  and  try  to  imagine  the  emotions  evoked 
by  the  Washington  Redskins  or  Kansas  City  Chiefs. 

Non-Indian  fans  can  perhaps  watch  unmoved  because  they  are  not  the 
ones  characterized  by  the  team  names,  mascots  and  chants. 

An  end  to  the  football  season  will  not  bring  relief.  Baseball  will 
keep  up  the  pace  with  the  especially  offensive  cartoonish  mascot  of 


the  Cleveland  Indians  and  the  tomahawk  chant  of  the  Atlanta  Braves. 

Teams  and  fans  resist  the  suggestion  of  change  with  the  assertion 
that  no  harm  is  meant.  To  the  contrary,  they  say,  team  references  to 
American  Indians  adulate  qualities  they  admire. 

They  miss  the  point.  Regardless  of  their  intentions,  if  the 
affected  people  find  the  words  and  actions  offensive,  that  makes 
them  offensive. 

American  Indians  have  communicated  eloquently  that  the  buffoonish 
antics  of  mascots  and  other  warped  depictions  of  them  cut  deeply. 

"Being  mimicked,  aped,  insulted  and  denigrated  by  fanatic  sports 
fans  is  not  an  honor,"  says  Tim  Giago,  publisher  of  Indian  Country 
Today,  based  in  Rapid  City. 

Children  take  the  brunt  of  the  psychological  beating.  Their  literal 
translations  of  life  make  them  more  vulnerable.  Giago  recounts  a 
poignant  vignette  of  a tearful  child  who,  crying  from  shame  as  she 
watched  a Kansas  City  Chiefs  football  game,  asked:  "Mom,  why  are 
they  making  fun  of  grandpa?" 

"Self-esteem  and  personal  pride  is  as  important  to  our  school-age 
children  as  it  is  to  school  children  of  any  race,"  Giago  says. 

To  unwittingly  hurt  people  is  one  thing.  To  continue  doing  so 
despite  a clear  message  that  words  and  behavior  are  hurtful  is  quite 
another. 


"RE : Tribal  Peoples  Security  Council"  

Date:  Wed,  24  Dec  1997  03:17:24  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Indigenous  and  Tribal  Peoples  Security  Council 

Forwarded  message 

From:  "Boyle,  Francis"  <FBOYLE@LAW.UIUC.EDU> 

Subject:  Draft  Sovereignty  Council 
Date:  Fri,  19  Dec  1997  08:57:39  -0600 

Dear  Friends: 

Pursuant  to  this  request,  attached  is  the  document  that  I worked 
on  with  Gary  Patton  up  in  Alaska  and  that  is  in  the  public  record.  I 
would  recommend,  however,  that  rather  than  calling  it  a "Security 
Council",  it  should  be  called  a SOVEREIGNTY  COUNCIL,  for  obvious 
reasons.  As  a legal  term,  sovereignty  includes  security  as  well  as 
self-determination.  So  I would  recommend  that  this  Council  be  renamed  a 
Sovereignty  Council  and  the  document  redrafted  accordingly.  But  of 
course,  the  final  decision  is  up  to  you. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Francis  A.  Boyle 
Professor  of  International  Law 
A Resolution 

Authorizing  the  Creation  of  an  Northern  Hemisphere 
Indigenous  and  Tribal  Peoples 
Security  Council 

1.  Recognizing,  that  Indigenous  Peoples  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere 
have  existed  as  distinct  peoples  with  defined  territorial  boundaries, 
distinct  languages,  distinct  cultures,  and  customary  laws  since  time 
immemorial;  and 

2.  Recognizing,  that  these  territorial  boundaries  may  be  defined  as 
bioregional  linguistic  kinship  related  areas;  and 

3.  Recognizing,  that  these  bioregional  linguistic  kinship  related 
areas  were  divided  by  imposed  colonial  nation-state  borders;  and 

4.  Recognizing,  that  within  these  bioregional  linguistic  kinship 
related  areas  that  our  respective  peoples,  Yupic,  Inupiaq,  Athabascan, 
Aleut,  Eyak,  Tlingit,  Haida,  Tsimpshean,  etc.,  have  exercised  the  full 
range  of  self-determination  as  distinct  sovereigns,  each  with  our  own 
defined  territorial  boundaries,  our  unique  languages,  laws  and  customs; 
and 

5.  Recognizing  that  Article  1 of  the  United  Nations  Charter  affirms 


the  customary  international  law  right  to  self-determination  of  peoples; 
and 

6.  Recognizing,  that  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations  specifically 
addresses  certain  issues,  particularly  in  the  cases  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  rights  in  non-self-governing  territories  as  existed  in  1948; 

and 

7.  Recognizing,  that  various  conventions,  treaties,  agreements  or 
other  multilateral  agreements  recognize  that  Indigenous  Peoples  within 
the  boundaries  of  nation  states  are  endowed  with  unalienable  rights 
including  but  not  limited  to,  the  right  to  self-determination  and 
subsistence;  and 

8.  Understanding,  that  the  United  States  of  America,  Canada  and 
Russia  are  signatory  to  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations;  and 

9.  Understanding,  that  the  United  States  of  America  is  signatory  to 
various  international  agreements,  including  but  not  limited  to  the 
International  Covenant  on  Economic,  Social  and  Cultural  Rights,  the 
International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  and  the  Convention 
on  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of  Genocide;  and 

10.  Understanding  that  Part  I Article  I of  the  "International 
Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights=D3,  G.A.  res.  2200A  (XXI),  21 
U.N.  GAOR  Supp.  (No.  16)  at  52,  U.N.  Doc.  A/6316  (1966),  999  U.N.T.S. 
171.  entered  into  force  March  23,  1976:  states  in  pertinent  part:  (1). 
All  peoples  have  the  right  of  self-determination.  By  virtue  of  that 
right  they  freely  determine  their  political  status  and  freely  pursue 
their  economic,  social  and  cultural  development.  (2).  All  peoples  may, 
for  their  own  ends,  freely  dispose  of  their  natural  wealth  and  resources 
without  prejudice  to  any  obligations  arising  out  of  international 
economic  co-operation,  based  upon  the  principle  of  mutual  benefit,  and 
international  law.  In  no  case  may  a people  be  deprived  of  its  own 
means  of  subsistence.  (3).  The  States  Parties  to  the  present  Covenant, 
including  those  having  responsibility  for  the  administration  of 
Non-Self-Governing  and  Trust  Territories,  shall  promote  the  realization 
of  the  right  of  Self-determination,  and  shall  respect  that  right,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations; 

and 

11.  Understanding,  that  the  United  States  of  America,  Canada  and 
Russia  are  bound  by  customary  international  law  including  Nuremberg 
Principles;  and 

12.  Understanding,  that  all  nations  are  bound,  according  to 
customary  international  law,  to  adhere  to  the  1969  Vienna  Convention  on 
the  Law  of  Treaties;  now 

13.  Understanding  that  despite  all  the  wrongs  committed  against  us 
including  violations  of  our  human  rights,  even  genocide,  that  we  are 
still  in  full  peaceful  occupation  of  our  traditionally  defined 
homelands  described  above  as  bioregional  linguistic  related  areas;  and 

14.  It  Is  Hereby  Declared  That  in  order  to  ensure  the  Security, 
physical  health  and  mental  well  being  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples  as  well 
as  our  basic  human  rights  of  subsistence  and  self-determination  that 
there  is  hereby  created  an  Northern  Hemisphere  Indigenous  and  Tribal 
peoples  Security  Council  with  representation  based  upon  the  recognized 
bioregional  linguistic  kinship  related  regions  of  the  Indigenous  = 
Peoples  of  Northern  Hemisphere;  and 

15.  It  Is  Further  Declared  That  The  Northern  Hemisphere  Indigenous 
and  Tribal  peoples  Security  Council  is  conceived  as  humanistic  in  form 
in  order  to  ensure  the  continued  existence  or  our  bioregional 
linguistic  kinship  related  regions  through  development  of  unity  of 
purpose  and  solidarity;  and 

16.  It  Is  Further  Declared  That  the  initial  purposes  of  the  Northern 
Hemisphere  Indigenous  and  Tribal  Peoples  Security  Council  is  to 
exercise  our  sacred  rights  to  self-determination  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  international  law,  including  but  not  limited  to 
generally  counter  dehumanization,  oppression,  and  genocide  in  any  form, 
as  well  as  to  seek  unified  and  peaceful  actions  designed  to  further  our 
continued  existence,  strengthen  our  traditional  cultural  norms  and 
laws,  our  social  and  economic  integrity  and  to  seek  recognition  of  our 


full  allodial  rights  and  titles,  it  is  agreed  that  these  purposes  may, 
from  time  to  time  be  expanded  and/or  changed  as  need  and  desire  dictate;  and 

17.  It  Is  Further  Declared  That  the  Northern  Hemisphere  Indigenous 
and  Tribal  peoples  Security  Council  will  undertake  to  design  and 
implement  education  programs  and  materials  for  dissemination  and  use  of 
all,  particularly  the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  Northern  Hemisphere,  as 

well  as  those  bioregional  kinship  related  peoples  who  happen  to  be  across 
the  borders  which  divide  our  traditional  Nations  in  order  to  further 
develop  solidarity  and  reestablish  the  social  and  economic  ties  which 
sustained  us  for  millennia  before  the  arrival  of  colonialists  and  the 
creation  of  nation-states  which  had  no  sensitivity  or  regard  for  the 
existence  of  our  peoples;  and 

18.  It  Is  Finally  Declared  That  upon  passage  of  this  resolution  by 
members  of  each  bioregion,  that  a steering  committee  with 
representation  chosen  by  each  linguistic  bioregion  shall  be  created  with 
the  charge  of  informing  and  seeking  the  full  membership  of  each  village, 
including  but  not  limited  to  the  membership  of  Alaska  Inter-Tribal  Council 
and  seeking  the  ratification  of  this  document  as  well  as  the  Resolution 
passed  at  the  1995  Alaska  Inter-Tribal  Annual  Meeting  titled,  "Security  of 
Humankind . " 
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Indian  petitions  to  halt  Wal-Mart 
By  Rob  Moritz 

rmoritz@nashvillebanner . com 

A Creek  Indian  who  may  be  a descendant  of  the  Native  Americans  buried  on 
the  site  of  the  proposed  Wal-Mart  superstore  on  Charlotte  Pike  hopes  to 
stop  developers  from  removing  the  more  than  40  burial  sites. 

Don  Yahola,  who  serves  on  the  advisory  council  to  the  Tennessee 
Archaeology  Board,  has  filed  a petition  asking  that  the  developer's 
request  to  move  the  graves  be  heard  in  Chancery  Court. 


In  October,  IDN  Development  Co.,  developers  of  the  Wal-Mart  project, 
filed  suit  in  Chancery  Court  asking  to  move  the  remains  of  more  than  40 
Native  Americans  to  the  rear  of  the  62-acre  site,  closer  to  the  Cumberland 
River. 

Under  the  state  statute,  an  "interested  party"  can  file  a petition 
asking  that  a hearing  be  held  on  the  issue,  says  Tom  Longaberger,  who 
represents  Yahola. 

However,  the  judge  must  rule  that  the  person  has  "good  standing"  before 
a hearing  is  set. 

Longaberger  has  filed  a petition  asking  that  Yahola  be  considered  "in 
good  standing"  and  that  such  a hearing  be  held  to  determine  whether  IDN 
can  remove  the  graves. 

A hearing  on  the  removal  of  Indian  graves  has  never  been  granted  to  a 
Native  American  based  on  the  "good  standing"  statute,  Longaberger  says. 

"It's  a very  vague  statute  and  nobody  has  ever  been  able  to  get  past  the 
standing  issue,"  he  says,  adding  that  IDN  would  have  to  prove  that  they've 
tried  to  find  ancestors  of  the  Indians  buried  at  the  site. 

"Our  argument  is  that  he's  appointed  to  oversee  that  type  stuff  so  he 
has  good  standing  to  oversee  this,"  Longaberger  says  about  Yahola 's  role 
with  the  archaeology  board. 

The  statute  also  says  that  the  "interested  party  includes  people  that 
are  related  by  blood"  and  there's  evidence  that  the  Indian  burial  grounds 
may  be  of  Creek  Indians,  Longaberger  says. 

"We're  hopeful  we  can  prove  he's  in  good  standing,"  Longaberger  says.  "I 
think  he's  the  most  qualified  person  to  do  that  in  Tennessee,  and  the  way 
I understand  that  it  may  even  be  Creek  graves." 

"This  would  be  pretty  significant  if  the  chancellor  accepts  Don  as  an 
interested  person,"  says  Toye  Heap,  an  Indian  activist  who  opposes  moving 
the  800-year-old  burial  grounds. 

The  Metro  Council  rezoned  the  property  across  the  road  from  Brookmeade 
Elementary  School  from  residential  to  commercial  in  August,  despite  vocal 
opposition  from  area  residents  who  said  the  superstore  will  increase 
traffic  congestion. 

Earlier  this  month,  the  group  United  Neighbors,  which  opposes  the 
development,  filed  a lawsuit  in  Davidson  County  Chancery  Court  alleging 
that  the  council  approved  the  zone  change  for  the  372,000-square-foot 
development  for  the  wrong  reasons. 

The  lawsuit  claims  that  the  council  OK'd  the  development  in  August 
because  of  improvements  and  promises  the  developer  made  during  the  debate, 
and  not  based  on  the  merits  of  the  zone  change  itself. 

Opponents  of  the  project  also  have  been  trying  for  months  to  force  a 
recall  election  against  District  23  Councilman  Eric  Crafton,  who  supported 
the  zoning  change. 

The  original  recall  attempt  was  ruled  invalid  after  residents  garnered 
signatures  from  15  percent  of  the  voters  in  the  23rd  district,  but  learned 
that  they  had  to  have  signatures  from  15  percent  of  the  voters  in  the 
entire  county. 

Opponents  are  now  hoping  that  the  Legislature  will  change  the  state  law 
to  require  only  signatures  of  residents  in  the  targeted  councilman's 
district . 
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Don  Yahola  hopes  to  keep  developers  from  moving  the  graves  of  what  might 
be  his  ancestors. 
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TRIAL  IN  UKIAH 

9 jurors  call  retrial  of  Lincoln  a waste  of  time 


By  MIKE  GENIELLA 

Press  Democrat  Bureau,  UKIAH 

Nine  of  the  12  jurors  who  acquitted  Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln  of  murder  in 
the  1995  death  of  a Mendocino  County  sheriff's  deputy  contend  that  retrial 
of  the  Round  Valley  man  on  manslaughter  charges  will  be  a "waste  of  time 
and  taxpayers'  dollars." 

In  a letter  to  The  Press  Democrat  asking  "to  be  heard  directly"  by  the 
public,  the  jurors,  including  forewoman  Eileen  Urich  of  Laytonville,  said 
they  believe  acquittal  on  the  lesser  charges  stemming  from  Deputy  Bob 
Davis'  killing  is  inevitable. 

"We  are  puzzled  as  to  why  the  prosecution  is  pressing  forward  with  the 
retrial  of  Bear  Lincoln  on  manslaughter  charges  in  a case  full  of 
inconsistent  testimony,  and  with  scant  and  tainted  physical  evidence,"  the 
jurors  wrote. 

The  jurors  said  they've  been  "driven"  to  go  public  with  their  views  on 
behalf  of  Lincoln  because  of  the  "disrespect"  shown  them  by  local 
authorities  since  they  rendered  not  guilty  verdicts  on  first-  and  second- 
degree  murder  charges  in  Lincoln's  trial  earlier  this  year. 

Defense  attorneys  are  scheduled  to  be  in  court  Dan.  2 to  argue  a motion 
for  dismissal  of  the  remaining  manslaughter  charges  against  Lincoln. 

Mendocino  County  District  Attorney  Susan  Massini,  who  plans  to  try  the 
case  herself  in  the  second  trial,  said  she  could  not  respond  to  the  letter 
because  of  a gag  order  imposed  by  Dudge  Dohn  Golden. 

Before  the  order  was  imposed  earlier  this  month,  however,  Massini  said 
she  decided  to  retry  Lincoln  for  manslaughter  because  it  is  "the  right 
thing  to  do."  Massini  said  she  decided  to  handle  the  case  personally  after 
spending  several  weeks  reviewing  the  trial  evidence  and  other  information 
relating  to  the  April  14,  1996,  deaths  of  Deputy  Bob  Davis  and  Leonard 
"Acorn"  Peters,  a companion  of  Lincoln. 

Davis  was  killed  in  the  second  of  two  gun  battles  with  Lincoln  and 
Peters  on  a lonely  road  west  of  Covelo  while  on  a search  for  Arylis  Peters 
a suspect  in  an  unrelated  killing  that  had  occurred  about  four  hours 
earlier.  Arylis  Peters  was  Leonard  Peters'  brother. 

Deputy  Dennis  Miller,  Davis'  partner,  and  Lincoln  survived  the  shootouts 
uninjured . 

Authorities  contend  that  Lincoln  triggered  the  firefight  when  he  shot  at 
the  two  deputies  after  they  ordered  Peters  to  drop  a rifle  he  had  pointed 
at  them.  Millel  initially  told  investigators  that  he  saw  only  one  man  on 
the  road.  But  when  ballistic  tests  on  Peters'  rifle  disclosed  that  his 
weapon  never  had  been  fired.  Miller  changed  his  version  of  events  to 
include  a second  man  at  the  scene. 

Lincoln  admitted  being  present,  but  contended  that  he  fired  his  gun  in 
self-defense.  He  claimed  he  didn't  know  he  had  killed  Davis  until  after 
fleeing  the  scene.  He  went  into  hiding  for  four  months  before  surrendering 
to  authorities. 

In  their  letter,  the  jurors  said  that  after  listening  to  weeks  of 
testimony  they  unanimously  concluded  that  Lincoln  "had  no  complicity  in 
the  death  of  Leonard  'Acorn'  Peters,  and  also  unanimously  agreed  that  in 
the  death  of  Bob  Davis,  none  of  the  evidence  pointed  to  murder." 

The  nine  jurors  instead  suggested  they  believe  in  the  possibility  of  a 
law  enforcement  cover-up  as  alleged  by  the  Lincoln  defense. 

"Some  of  us  feel  the  truth  still  lies  within  the  person  of  Dennis  Miller 
and  may  stay  hidden  there  forever,"  the  letter  said.  "Some  of  us  feel 
there  is  a wider  circle  of  those  who  know  the  true  sequence  of  events." 

Miller  could  not  be  reached  for  comment  Friday.  Because  he  will  be  a 
witness  if  Lincoln  is  retried.  Miller  also  is  legally  barred  under  the 
judge's  gag  order  from  talking  about  events  the  night  Davis  died,  as  well 
as  the  jurors'  subsequent  allegations. 


--  Long  Dohn  -- 
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Perfect  Title  Co-Founder  Sues  Clinton  in  High  Court 

(The  odds  are  long,  but  Sai  has  gotten  his  case  on  the  justices'  docket) 

by  Rob  Perez 

Honolulu  Star-Bulletin 

December  18,  1997 

David  Keanu  Sai  wants  to  give  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  justices  a history 
lesson  about  the  1893  overthrow  of  the  Hawaiian  monarchy. 

He  may  get  that  chance,  though  experts  say  his  odds  are  slim. 

Sai  has  sued  President  Clinton  in  the  nation's  highest  court,  asking 
the  justices  to  compel  Clinton  to  honor  the  1850  treaty  between  the 
Hawaiian  Kingdom  and  the  United  States. 

The  legal  action  is  part  of  an  effort  by  Sai  and  others  involved  with 
Perfect  Title  Co.,  the  controversial  property-search  firm,  to  restore 
the  kingdom  government  to  its  pre-overthrow  status.  Such  an  effort  has 
been  dismissed  as  absurd  by  many  in  Hawaii's  legal,  political  and 
business  circles. 

Yet  the  country's  top  court  last  week  put  the  lawsuit  on  its  docket, 
meaning  the  justices  at  a minimum  will  consider  whether  to  hear  the 
case . 

If  the  court  decides  to  rule  on  the  merits  of  Sai's  arguments,  it 
could  mark  a turning  point  in  the  debate  on  Hawaiian  sovereignty 
matters,  attraction  national  and  even  international  attention. 

Dustices  would  handle  trial 

But  constitutional  law  specialists  doubt  the  justices  will  take  on  the 
case,  saying  technical  or  judicial  issues  likely  will  derail  it. 

"There  are  plenty  of  ways  which  (the  justices)  can  deny  a hearing," 
said  Gordon  Christenson,  a visiting  University  of  Hawaii  law  professor 
who  has  taught  courses  about  the  Supreme  Court.  "I  would  be 
skeptical  over  whether  the  court  would  decide"  to  hear  the  case. 

Sai,  acting  without  attorney  representation,  succeeded  in  getting  the 
lawsuit  on  the  Supreme  Court's  docket  apparently  by  citing  a little-used 
provision  in  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

He  claimed  he  was  filing  the  lawsuit  in  his  capacity  as  a regent  of 
the  kingdom  --  a designation  authorized  by  several  dozen  native 
Hawaiians  who  have  pledged  allegiance  to  the  kingdom,  Sai  said. 

Sai  said  he  didn't  file  the  lawsuit  in  his  capacity  as  co-founder 
and  employee  of  Perfect  Title,  which  searches  property  records 
based  on  19th  century  kingdom  law  and  invariably  determines  existing 
land  titles  in  Hawaii  are  invalid. 

Because  the  lawsuit  against  Clinton  involves  a foreign  ambassador, 
the  Supreme  Court  has  "original  jurisdiction,"  Sai  said.  In  other 
words,  it  acts  as  a trial  court  in  this  case,  not  the  nations 
highest  appeals  court,  its  more  typical  role. 

Persistence  may  pay  off 

The  court,  however,  initially  rejected  Sai's  lawsuit  and  returned 
his  $300  filing  fee. 

In  a Dec.  1 letter  to  Sai,  court  representative  Francis  3.  Lorson 
said  Sai's  petition  couldn't  be  filed  because  the  case  didn't  go 
through  the  appeals  process. 

Lorson  also  said  the  court  didn't  have  jurisdiction  under  the 
"original  jurisdiction"  rule  because  Hawaii  is  part  of  the  United 
States . 

But  Sai  wrote  back,  reiterating  that  he  was  a foreign  ambassador 


and  therefore  the  court  had  jurisdiction. 

Last  Friday,  an  assistant  for  Clerk  William  K.  Suter  wrote  that  Sai's 
lawsuit  had  been  assigned  to  the  docket.  No  explanation  for  the 
change  was  given. 

A court  spokesman  said  a response  to  Sai's  lawsuit  is  due  from  Clinton 
by  Ian.  10.  Once  Clinton's  response  and  Sai's  rebuttal  to  it  are 
received,  the  justices  will  set  a conference  to  decide  whether  to 
hear  the  case,  the  spokesman  said. 

Sai  said  the  court  must  hear  all  "original  jurisdiction"  cases,  not 
having  the  discretion  to  choose  like  it  has  with  appellate  cases. 

But  Christenson  said  the  justices  could  decide  for  technical  reasons 
--  such  as  Sai  didn't  have  proper  standing  to  file  the  lawsuit  or 
Clinton  was  immune  from  these  types  of  actions  --  not  to  hear  the 
case . 


Experts  say  hearing  unlikely 

And  even  if  the  lawsuit  survived  such  preliminary  questions,  the 
justices  still  wouldn't  be  likely  to  rule  on  its  merit,  law  experts 
said . 

The  court  typically  defers  matters  involving  foreign  policy  or 
treaties  to  the  executive  branch,  said  Don  Van  Dyke,  another  constitutional 
law  expert  at  UH. 

In  the  lawsuit,  Sai  essentially  argues  that  the  1893  overthrow  was 
illegal  and  that  the  treaty  between  the  two  nations  never  was 
terminated  and  still  is  in  effect.  Many  of  his  facts  are  taken 
from  the  so-called  Apology  Bill,  signed  by  Clinton,  that  represented 
a formal  apology  for  the  overthrow. 

A Clinton  spokesman  said  he  couldn't  comment  on  the  lawsuit. 

Sai  confident  in  case 

If  Sai's  position  was  upheld,  that  would  mean  radical  changes  in 
Hawaii,  which  no  longer  would  be  a U.S.  state,  but  a sovereign 
nation.  Kingdom  law,  not  U.S.  law,  would  apply  here. 

While  most  legal  experts  give  Sai's  argument  no  chance  of  succeeding, 
the  former  military  officer  believes  his  position  is  irrefutable. 

"This  isn't  a racial  thing.  It's  not  a native  thing.  It's  the  law  -- 
black  and  white,"  Sai  said. 

"We're  not  saying  Americans  get  out.  We're  not  saying  Americans  will 
lose  everything.  We're  saying  recognize  that  this  is  the  Hawaiian 
Kingdom. " 


j Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  | 

( info@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org  | 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  AISESnet,  NAT-Film  and  Triballaw  lists; 
Workers  World  News  Service;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
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Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 
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To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 
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This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 
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This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Source  for  this  issue's  quote:  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau  of 

Ethnology  published  by  D.W.  Powell  in  1888-1889. 

Reported  by  Brown  Hat  (Battiste  Good  in  Anglo) 

Battiste  told  the  following: 

A woman  spoke  to  me  and  said,  "I  am  the  Eagle  Woman,  who  tell  you  this. 
The  whites  know  that  there  are  four  black  flags  of  God;  that  is,  four 
divisions  of  the  earth.  He  first  made  the  earth  soft  by  wetting  it,  then 
cut  it  into  four  parts,  one  of  which,  containing  the  Black  Hills,  he  gave 


to  the  Lakotas,  and  because  I am  a woman,  I shall  not  consent  to  the 
pouring  of  blood  on  this  dwelling  place,  the  Black  Hills.  The  time  will 
come  when  you  will  remember  my  words;  for,  after  many  years,  you  shall 
grow  up  one  with  the  white  people." 

He  continued,  "She  then  circled  round  and  round  and  gradually  passed 
out  of  my  sight.  I also  saw  prints  of  a man's  hands  and  horse's  hooves 
on  the  rocks  and  two  thousand  years,  and  one  hundred  million  dollars 
($100,000,000).  I came  away  crying,  as  I had  gone.  I have  told  this  to 
many  Lakotas,  and  all  agree  that  it  meant  tha  we  were  to  seek  and  keep 
peace  with  the  whites." 

There  are  those  Lakota  today  who  think  it  meant  if  they  accept  money 
for  the  Black  Hills  they  will  be  destroyed  as  a nation  by  the  year  2000. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I continue  to  see  Rez  Indian  versus  Urban  Indian  and  Full  Blood  against 
Mixed  Blood,  or  "I'm  a real  Indian,  you're  not"  exchanges. 

I am  sometimes  asked  why  I include  news  about  First  peoples  of  Mexico 
and  Canada. 

Let  me  address  both  issues  with  a simple  statement.  When  the  Europeans 
arrived  on  this  continent,  there  were  no  U.  S. /Canada  or  U.  S. /Mexico 
borders.  The  Nations  that  lived  here  coexisted  for  the  most  part  with 
occasional  territory  confrontations,  largely  over  hunting  grounds.  Even 
these  were  sometimes  settled  with  games.  In  the  southeast  woodlands 
Creek  and  Cherokee  often  settled  disputes  with  a Toli  Ball  game. 

In  short  order  after  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans  one  tribe  after  another 
was  pitted  against  each  other,  all  to  the  gain  of  the  new  arrivals. 

Those  who  came  to  a Nation  with  a good  heart  were  brought  into  the 
community  and  considered  one  of  the  People  - period.  It  took  the  U.  S. 
government  ands  its  BIA  to  create  a blood  quantum  requirement  to  be  a member 
of  a Nation.  This  is  the  same  U.  S.  government  that  created  boarding 
schools  to  strip  our  children  of  their  heritage  and  force  them  to 
assimilate.  This  is  the  same  U.  S.  government  that  forced  sterilization 
on  Native  women  in  IHS  hospitals. 

That  same  mentality  by  the  occupiers  prevails  in  Canada,  Mexico,  Brazil 
and  any  place  else  you  can  name  on  Turtle  Island. 

Unless  you  agree  with  those  who  would  have  the  final  answer  to  the  "Indian 
Question"  be  "What  Indians?",  and  unless  you  really  want  the  Tribes  to  have 
their  sovereignty  and  identity  taken  away  with  the  stroke  of  a pen,  you 
better  understand  this.  Either  we  stand  together  and  survive  or  we  become 
a "last  bottle"  club  with  no  reason  to  give  a damn  if  someone  is  Native  or 
not . 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Here's  some  potential  good  news  for  the  Buffalo  Nation: 

Source:  Drovers  Journal  December  '97  issue 

"A  new  vaccine  against  brucellosis  in  cattle  shows  promise  for 
protecting  bison  against  the  disease.  Bison  and  elk  are  the  last  major 
sources  of  brucellosis  in  the  US,  according  to  the  US  Dept,  of 
Agriculture . 

Scientists  with  USDA's  Agricultural  Research  Service  have  been  checking 
the  newest  vaccines  containing  B.  abortus  strain  RB51  for  its 
effectiveness  and  safety  in  bison. 

One  study  showed  the  vaccinated  bison's  immune  response  was  comparable 
to  that  of  cattle  vaccinated  with  RB51.  None  of  the  vaccinated  bison  shed 
live  bacterium  into  the  environment." 
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The  friendly  folks  from  Bentonville  still  want  to  dig  up  our  ancestors: 
Date:  Mon,  05  Jan  1998  10:49:45  -0600 
From:  Mike  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Sub j : Heads  up  on  WALMART 

The  following  information  about  the  proposed  WalMart  site  in  west 
Nashville  Tennessee  requires  your  attention. 

We  have  confirmed  that  the  proposed  Wal  Mart  site  will  not  be  moved  into 
the  federal  section  106  process  of  the  Archaeological  Protection  Act. 
Termination  of  cemetery  was  supposed  to  have  been  filed  for  in  October 
so  this  situation  has  now  moved  into  a critical  stage. 

Please  step  up  your  actions  concerning  WalMart  and  Lowe's  as  well  as 
your  senators  and  congressmen  to  stop  the  destruction  of  this  native 
burial  site. 
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In  past  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche's  list  of  donation  contacts,  I 
mistakenly  linked  MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  in  Bismarck,  ND  with  MORNING 
STAR  FELLOWSHIP  CIRCLE  in  Wilmington,  DE . 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

These  two  organizations  coincidentally  have  similar  names  but  they 
are  not  connected  in  any  way.  Candy  Crow's  Morning  Star  Fellowship 
Circle  in  Delaware  collected  goods  which  were  delivered  to  South 
Dakota  over  the  holidays.  Dawn  and  Douglas  Cassada  direct  Morning 
Star  Outreach,  which  continues  to  provide  assistance  as  described 
below.  If  you'd  like  to  help  Morning  Star  Outreach,  please  contact 
them  at  their  address  in  North  Dakota.  I apologize  to  both 
organizations  for  any  confusion. 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas 
Cassada.  MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as 
mediation  assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian 
Reservations  in  the  form  of  clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys 
for  the  children,  scholarship  funding  and  household  provisions. 


This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and 
notions . 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to 
Support  the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within 
the  United  States, South  and  North  Dakota. 
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The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

Christmas  has  come  and  gone.  Winter  has  not.  The  need  for  clothing  and 
food  did  NOT  take  a holiday. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Another  contact  is  actually  two  projects:  One  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson  and  his 
wife. 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 
717-665-2727 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. THOMAS_:+@ALBANY. VA.GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 


(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne , Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Bonnie  is  Dineh  elder  and  resistor  Pauline  Whitesinger ' s daughter.  Bonnie, 
her  husband  Bob,  and  their  children  are  at  this  address.  Anything  would 
have  to  be  sent  by  US  postal  service,  and  not  UPS  as  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to 
PO  boxes.  BTW,  I have  been  told  that  often  people  who  send  clothes  usually 
send  in  sizes  too  small;  apparently  the  Dineh  are  generally  large  people. 

From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Walking  Shield  in  Southern  California  regularly  send  truck  loads  of  food, 
clothing  and  needed  items  to  many  reservations . They  are  located  at  2472 
Chambers  Rd.  Tustin,  CA.  922680  telephone  714-573-1434  Hugh  Stevens  is  the 
boss,  they  will  only  take  fairly  new  and  clean  used  items  - any  new  items  - 
and  donations  form  large  corps.  They  seem  to  be  on  the  up  and  up  and  have 
helped  many  local  reservations  and  native  organizations.  Carol 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 
furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 


Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  14:03:10  -0800 
From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker.org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 
automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 


Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Sub j : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 

FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Hercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130' s and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 
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If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Include  some  name/info  for  me  to  verify 
where  gifts  will  be  sent  and  how.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

I am  especially  concerned  about  the  lack  of  contacts  for  the  Montana  Rez's. 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 
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Peace!  Night  Owl 

(*,*) 


Gary  Night  Owl 
P.  0.  Box  672168 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 


Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 


gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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Fax:  770-528-9643 
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"RE : Leonard  Peltier/Political  Prisoner"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Jan  1998  13:01:03  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Carol  Liu  <radred@ix. netcom . com> 

Sub j : FWD:  ! *LEONARD  PELTIER  - Native  American  P.P. 

"Any  movement  that  fails  to  support  its  political  internees  is  a 
sham  movement!"  - Ojore  N.  Lutalo 


The  following  information  comes  from  "CAN'T  JAIL  THE 
SPIRIT",  Third  Edition,  October,  1992;  Editorial  El  Coqui, 
Publishers  - 1671  N.  Claremont,  Chicago,  IL  60647, 
312-342-8027.  Cost  $12.00.  VERY  WELL  worth  the  money! 


LEONARD  PELTIER  - Native  American  Political  Prisoner 


Leonard  Peltier  is  a 49-year-old  Anishinabe/Lakota  born  on  the  Turtle 
Mountain  Reservation  in  North  Dakota.  Peltier  traces  the  roots  of  his 
political  activism  to  the  racism  and  brutal  poverty  which  he  witnessed 
growing  up  there.  In  1958,  during  a period  when  the  United  States  was 
attempting  to  "terminate"  reservations  (i.e.  unilaterally  abrogate  the 
international  agreements  allocating  these  lands  to  Indian  people)  and 
relocate  Indians  to  urban  ghettos,  Peltier  joined  his  relatives  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest.  In  1970,  an  opportunity  presented  itself  for  him  to 
express  his  aspirations  to  actively  help  his  people.  A group  of  Indians 
occupied  Ft.  Lawton,  an  abandoned  military  base  in  Seattle,  Wash.  The 
base  was  legally  Indian  land,  and  Peltier  joined  the  occupiers  who  were 
demanding  its  return.  It  was  here  that  Peltier  first  met  American  Indian 
Movement  (AIM)  organizers. 

After  the  occupation  ended,  Peltier  became  increasingly  active  in  AIM 
politics.  In  1972,  he  helped  to  organize  the  Trail  of  Broken  Treaties  in 
the  Milwaukee,  Wis.  area.  The  Trail,  a march  from  reservations  across  the 
U.S.  to  Washington,  D.C.,  intended  to  focus  public  attention  on  the 
oppression  of  Indian  people,  ended,  due  to  dishonesty  and  incompetence  on 
the  part  of  federal  officials,  with  the  occupation  and  destruction  of  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  headquarters . Peltier  actively  participated  in 
the  occupation,  acting  as  security  coordinator. 

It  was  following  the  Trail  of  Broken  Treaties  that  the  FBI  targeted  the 
"AIM  Leadership"  for  neutralization,  either  by  embroiling  them  in  endless, 
fabricated  court  cases  or  by  outright  assassination.  Upon  his  return  to 
Milwaukee,  Peltier  was  brutally  assaulted  by  two  off-duty  policemen  and 
then  charged  with  attempted  murder  for  trying  to  defend  himself.  He  spent 
five  months  in  jail  on  the  charges  and  went  underground  soon  after  making 
bond.  He  was  later  acquitted  of  the  charges  and  the  FBI  was  implicated  in 
instigating  the  attack. 

During  1973  and  1974,  the  Northwest  AIM  Group  of  which  Peltier  was  a 
member  became  increasingly  relied  upon  to  provide  security  for  AIM 
activities.  In  the  spring  of  1975,  the  group  established  an  encampment  on 


the  land  of  the  Dumping  Bull  Family  near  Oglala,  S.D.,  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation.  Since  1972,  Pine  Ridge  had  been  the  scene  of  a massive 
paramilitary  "peacekeeping"  operation  by  then  FBI  Director  William 
Webster;  it  was,  like  the  British  "peacekeeping"  operation  in  Northern 
Ireland,  actually  counterinsurgency  warfare.  Carried  out  under  FBI 
direction  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  police  and  a private  army 
known  as  the  GOONs,  this  large-scale  terrorist  operation  was  directly 
responsible  for  the  deaths  of  more  than  sixty  AIM  members  and  supporters 
and  for  hundreds  of  assaults.  The  Dumping  Bull  camp  was  established  at 
the  request  of  Oglala  organizers  and  traditional  elders  to  protect  their 
community  from  further  GOON  depredations. 

The  FBI  found  the  presence  of  the  camp  and  AIM  interference  with  GOON 
activities  intolerable,  but  noted  that  military  force  would  be  required  to 
assault  the  camp.  What  they  lacked  was  a justification.  This  was  created 
on  Dune  26,  1975,  when  FBI  Special  Agents  Dack  Coler  and  Ronald  Williams 
entered  the  Dumping  Bull  property  to,  as  one  AIM  member  put  it,  serve  a 
warrant  they  didn't  have  on  someone  who  wasn't  there  for  a crime  over 
which  they  had  no  jurisdiction.  This  rash  act  precipitated  a firefight 
which  eventually  involved  more  than  200  federal  troops  and  left  Coler, 
Williams,  and  AIM  member  Doe  Stuntz  Killsright  dead.  Despite  a massive 
manhunt  characterized  by  the  U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  as  "an  over- 
reaction which  takes  on  the  aspects  of  a vendetta  ...  a full-scale 
military  invasion,"  the  FBI  was  unable  to  find  the  participants  in  the 
firefight.  Eventually,  they  charged  three  Northwest  AIM  members,  Leonard 
Peltier,  Bob  Robideau,  and  Dino  Butler  in  the  deaths  of  the  agents. 

Butler  and  Robideau  were  tried  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  in  Duly  1976.  To 
the  dismay  of  the  FBI  and  federal  prosecutors,  the  jury,  horrified  by 
evidence  of  FBI  complicity  in  a large-scale  campaign  of  terrorism,  found 
the  defendants  not  guilty  on  the  grounds  that  they  had  acted  in  self- 
defense.  The  government  vowed  to  ensure  that  this  did  not  happen  in  the 
case  of  Leonard  Peltier.  Fie  was  fraudulently  extradited  from  Canada  in 
1976  and  run  through  a sham  trial  in  the  spring  of  1977  in  Fargo,  N.D. 
Dudge  Paul  Benson  cooperated  with  the  FBI  in  refusing  to  allow  the  jury  to 
hear  testimony  of  FBI  misconduct  and  interfering  with  the  cross- 
examination  of  prosecution  witnesses  who  were  clearly  lying.  Peltier  was 
found  guilty  of  two  counts  of  first  degree  murder  on  the  basis  of 
fabricated  evidence  and  coerced  testimony.  He  was  sentenced  to  two 
consecutive  life  terms.  His  conviction  has  been  upheld  through  two  rounds 
of  appeals  despite  the  FOIA  documents  proving  that  the  FBI  lied  concerning 
the  most  important  evidence  presented  by  the  prosecution  and  an  admission 
by  DA  Lynn  Crooks  that  he  "couldn't  prove  who  shot  those  agents." 

Peltier  was  sent  directly  to  USP  Marion,  disproving  recent  media 
allegations  that  it  is  used  only  for  prisoners  who  have  committed  crimes 
in  prison.  Peltier  continued  to  function  as  an  activist  within  the 
"super-max"  prison.  He,  his  family,  and  his  supporters  participated  in 
the  struggle  for  prisoners'  rights  and  were  in  the  forefront  during  the 
hunger  strike,  work  stoppage,  marches,  and  rallies  of  the  early  1980s.  In 
April  1984,  Leonard,  Standing  Deer,  and  Albert  Garza  began  a spiritual 
fast  to  call  attention  to  the  systematic  denial  of  religious  rights  at 
Marion.  Leonard  was  transferred  to  Springfield  Medical  Center  and 
eventually  to  Leavenworth,  where  he  remains  today. 

Peltier's  uncompromising  resistance  fueled  the  growth  of  an 
international  movement  which  has  focused  attention  not  only  on  his  case 
but  upon  broader  issues  of  indigenous  land  rights  and  POWs/political 
prisoners  in  the  U.S.  Millions  of  individuals  have  written  letters  and 
signed  petitions  demanding  a new  trial,  including  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner  Desmond  Tutu,  fifty  members  of  the  U. 
S.  Congress,  and  fifty-one  members  of  the  Canadian  Parliament.  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  evoked  a wave  of  protest  from  the  U.S.  press  when  he  responded 
to  Reagan's  "human  rights  agenda"  by  suggesting  the  U.S.  clean  up  its 
human  rights  violations,  citing  Indians  in  general  and  Leonard  Peltier  in 
particular . 

Currently,  Peltier  supporters  are  calling  for  a Congressional 
investigation  into  the  FBI's  criminal  activity  which  led  to  his 
imprisonment.  In  light  of  recent  revelations  of  FBI  misconduct,  public 


support  for  such  an  investigation  is  growing.  As  Leonard  has  recently 
said,  "We  still  have  a long  way  to  go,  but  my  heart  is  strong,  knowing 
that  one  day  I will  be  free,  as  will  all  political  prisoners,  as  will  all 
people. " 

WRITE  TO  BRO.  LEONARD  PELTIER: 

Leonard  Peltier,  No.  89637-132,  P.0.  Box  1000, 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

OUTSIDE  CONTACT: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

P.0.  Box  10044 

Kansas  City,  MO  64111 


DISTRIBUTED  FOR  EDUCATIONAL  PURPOSES  ONLY 

Build  and  Support  Dericho  '98  March  on  the  White  House! 

Demand  Amnesty  for  Political  Prisoners/POW' s ! 
http://www.jericho98.togdog.com 

"RE : 3oe  Crow  must  Go"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Dec  1997  23:39:52  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : CBC's  '3oe  Crow'  Must  Go! 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

CBC  TV'S  "30E  CROW"  MUST  GO! 

The  racist  stereotyping  of  indigenous  people  by  the  colonizer  media  is  one 
aspect  of  Canadian  genocide.  A case  in  point  is  the  '3oe  Crow'  character 
on  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation ' s "This  Hour  has  22  Minutes". 

In  a recent  edition  of  Windspeaker  magazine,  one  reader  put  it  this  way: 

"I  write  to  urge  all  readers  of  Windspeaker  to  write  or  telephone  the 
nearest  CBC  studio  to  bitterly  complain  about  a character  called  'Doe 
Crow'  who  appears  almost  weekly  in  a mercifully  brief  segment  of... This 
Hour  Has  22  Minutes.  Played  by  Cathy  Dones,  this  'Doe  Crow'  character 
offers  the  viewer  a rambling,  feeble-minded,  and  racist  monologue  that 
begs  to  be  banished  from  the  small  screen  as  soon  as  possible.  Time  to 
tune  it  out ! " 

At  the  same  time  as  it  systematically  excludes  covering  the  truth  of 
Canadian  colonialism,  it  actively  aids  the  Canadian  settler-state  such  as 
at  Gustafsen  Lake  where  it  made  propaganda  broadcasts  into  the  Ts'peten 
Sundance  camp  as  part  of  the  RCMP's  "psy-ops"  against  Shuswap 
traditionalists  defending  against  the  largest  paramilitary  operation  in 
Canadian  history.  Not  only  does  CBC  steadfastly  refuse  to  correct  the 
"smear  and  misinformation",  hate  propaganda  and  demonization  of  indigenous 
resisters,  or  investigate  the  high-level  criminality  of  Canadian 
officials,  it  continues  to  ridicule,  humiliate  and  patronize  Aboriginal 
people  via  creations  such  as  the  Doe  Crow  character  played  by  the  white 
Canadian  actress  Cathy  Dones. 

'Doe  Crow'  Must  Go!  Tell  them  So! 

This  Hour  Has  22  Minutes:  thishour@atcon.com 
CBC  Ombudsman:  cbcinput@toronto.cbc.ca 
cc:  sisis@envirolink.org 
Racism  and  Genocide  is  Not  Funny! 

"RE;  Rally  For  Dustice  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Dec  1997  14:36:01  EST 

From:  AIMAZ  <AIMAZ@aol . com 

Sub j : Rally  For  Dustice  --  Update  12/29/97 


UUCP  email 


Statement  on  the  Rally  for  Dustice 
Update  12/29/97 

My  Relatives, 

We,  here  in  Arizona  have  done  a great  deal  of  discussing,  and  planning 
for  the  Rally  for  Dustice,  1998.  After  much  thought,  discussion  and 
prayer,  we  have  come  to  the  following  decisions. 

We  have  decided  to  postpone  the  Rally  for  1 year.  Making  the  new  date, 
the  first  work  day,  (Tuesday)  after  the  "recognized"  so-called  columbus 
day. 

The  reasons  for  this  are  varied  and  we  wish  to  express  them  here,  and 
get  your  feedback  on  them. 

1.  We  see  the  Rally  for  Dustice  as  a major  turning  point  for  Indian 
people  and  all  Indigenous  peoples  of  the  world,  and  think  that  holding  it 
just  prior  to  the  new  millennium  would  have  a greater  impact  and  offer  more 
hope  for  Indigenous  peoples  for  the  future. 

2.  There  are  hundreds  of  "small  fires"  burning  throughout  Indian  country 
and  across  the  globe.  In  order  to  make  any  type  of  difference,  we  have  to 
stop  playing  the  government's  game  of  running  around,  trying  to  stomp  out 
all  these  "small  fires"  and  turn  them  into  one,  huge  "bonfire"  that  we  can 
attack  successfully. 

A.  To  this  purpose  we  are  asking  for  individuals/groups  to  take 
responsibility  for  researching,  in  depth,  details  concerning  the  issues 
facing  Indian  country  on  an  individual  basis.  For  example;  Mr.  Charles 
Vargas  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Nation  has  kindly  volunteered  his  time  and 
talent  to  research  the  issue  of  "Land  grabbing  and  mining  issues  on  Indian 
land"  on  a national  level.  Anyone  with  information  on  land  grabbing  or 
reservation  mining  issues  in  their  area  are  asked  to  forward  any  and  all 
information  they  possess  on  this  subject  to  Mr.  Vargas. 

He  can  be  contacted  via  email  at  <Asperidot@gila . net . 

B.  We  are  asking  then,  for  all  other  individuals/groups  to  pick  a topic 
from  the  following  list  and  act  as  a national  collection  site  for  any  and 
all  information  obtainable  on  these  issues ...  please  feel  free  to  volunteer 
for  any  other  issue  you  see  as  important  that  may  not  have  been  listed 
here.  . . 

Anti-Indian  Legislation  (federal/state/local) 

Government  Imposed  Blood  Quantums 
Child  Protective  Services  and  the  ICWA. 

Grave  Desecration/Repatriation  (NAGPRA) 

Federal  and  State  laws  and  compacts  dealing  with  Indian  casinos 
"Imported"  Indian  jewelry  and  art 
Cultural  and  Spiritual  Theft 

Government  intervention  in  tribal  courts,  councils,  businesses 
Political  Prisoners  (including,  but  not  limited  to,  Leonard  Peltier) 

Indian  domestic  problems  and  lack  of  government  assistance  (ie  alcoholism, 
fetal  alcohol  syndrome,  domestic  violence) 

Education  of  Indian  children  in  non-Indian  schools 

Racism  and  mascots  (including  products/businesses  such  as  Crazy  Horse  Malt 
Liquor,  Red  Man  Chewing  Tobacco,  etc.  and  School/Sports  Mascots) 

As  was  mentioned  earlier,  please  feel  free  to  choose  a topic  that  may  not 
be  listed  here,  but  each  individual  and/or  group  is  encouraged  to  select 
only  one  as  we  are  attempting  to  gather  as  much  information  as  possible 
and  don't  want  to  overwork  anyone  more  than  necessary.  We  believe  that  the 
presentation  of  this  documentation/information  in  one  year's  time  would 
necessitate  the  formation  of  a "Red  Ribbon  Court"  to  formally  charge  the 
government  and  its  members  with  crimes  against  the  people. 

3.  We  wish  to  announce  the  planning  of  the  3rd  Annual  Concert  for 
Dustice,  for  ALL  Indian  people  to  be  held  in  Phoenix,  Arizona  in  September, 
1998.  This  will  be  the  kick-off  for  the  National  Rally  the  following  year, 
and  a time  to  gather  the  information  together  from  the  various  groups  and 
individuals . 


4.  Time  must  be  allowed  for  all  this  to  take  place  so  that  we  do  not  go 
to  Washington,  D.C.  ill-prepared  and  unarmed.  If  this  is  truly  to  be  a 
turning  point  for  Indian  people,  then  it  must  be  as  effective  as  possible. 

The  following  organizations  have  added  their  endorsement,  support  and 
voice  to  the  Rally  for  Justice... 

American  Indian  Movement 

AIM,  Arizona  Chapter 

AIM,  Florida  Chapter 

AIM,  New  York  Chapter 

AIM  Support  Group  - Arizona 

AIM  Support  Group  - Central  Indiana 

AIM  Support  Group  - Massachusetts 

AIM  Support  Group  - Northern  Alabama 

AIM  Support  Group  - Ohio/N.  Kentucky 

AIM  Support  Group  - Waco,  Texas 

AIM  Youth  Council  of  Arizona 

Aboriginal  Independent  Newspaper  - Australia 

A.I.S.I.A  - France 

Aztlan  Liberation  Organization 

Brown  Berets  de  Aztlan 

Collision  Course  Video  Productions  - San  Francisco,  California 
Concerned  American  Veterans 
Cesar  A.  Cruz 

For  Mother  Earth,  Indigenous  Working  Group  - Belgium 

KOLA,  HQ  - Belgium 

Lakota  Student  Alliance 

League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations 

Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  - Augusta,  Maine 

Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  - Maryland 

Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  - Metro  Detroit,  Michigan 

Minister  Joel  Muhammed,  Nation  of  Islam,  Phoenix  Mosque 

News  From  Indian  Country 

People  Organized  Working  for  Equal  Rights 

Redhand  Studios  - Phoenix,  Arizona 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

"Smoke  Signals",  CHRW,  94.7  FM  - UWO,  Canada 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England 

WOJB-FM,  88.9  - Lac  Courte  Oreilles  Ojibwe  Reservation 

We  have  the  support  of  the  People  in  this.  We  are  looking  for  more,  from 
the  Nations,  themselves,  the  Traditional  Chiefs,  Clan  Mothers  and  Tribal 
Councils  as  well  as  the  NCAI  and  others.  We  feel  that  once  they  see  the 
ball  rolling  on  this,  that  they,  too,  will  join  their  voices  with  ours. 

Please  respond  as  soon  as  possible  with  your  thoughts  on  this  action, 
your  concerns,  and  volunteers  to  be  the  central  resource  point  for  one  of 
the  issues  listed  above.  As  volunteers  come  forward,  their  contact 
information  and  issue  will  be  distributed  so  that  people  from  across  the 
globe  can  begin  sending  information  pertinent  to  that  particular  issue  to 
them. 

Individuals  and  groups  are  also  encouraged  to  assist  in  the  planning  of 
the  Rally  for  Justice,  by  volunteering  to  be  responsible  for  one  of  the 
categories  below...  Permits/Reservation  of  Mall  area  Staging/Sound  Housing 
(host  hotels,  families,  churches  etc.)  We  anxiously  await  your  replies, 
our  relatives,  as  well  as  your  support  and  assistance  in  this  mammoth 
undertaking. 

In  Struggle, 

Vernon  Foster 

Southwest  Regional  Director 
American  Indian  Movement 

"RE : The  Destroyers"  

Date:  Sun,  04  Jan  1998  11:24:10  -0500 

From:  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  <uainel9@IDT.NET> 

(by  way  of  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net>) 


Sub j : UAINE  Dan.  4 1998  message 


UUCP  email 

January  4,  1998 
Sisters  and  brothers: 

We  apologize  for  not  sending  a message  in  a couple  of  weeks,  but  we  wanted 
to  take  this  time  to  meet,  plan  out  a course  of  action  for  the  next  couple 
of  months,  and  set  some  things  in  motion.  In  a few  days,  we  will  have  a 
message  and  some  important  announcements  about  upcoming  events  resulting 
from  the  police  attack  in  Plymouth  on  National  Day  of  Mourning 
(thanksgiving  day)  1997. 

Meanwhile,  the  Destroyers  --  those  who  only  know  death  and  destruction  -- 
were  not  taking  any  time  off.  They  never  rest.  The  day  after  the  winter 
solstice,  on  December  22,  the  Destroyers  in  the  incarnation  of  a 
paramilitary  group  massacred  45  unarmed  Indigenous  people  in  the  village  of 
Acteal  in  Chenolho,  Chiapas,  Mexico.  The  thoughts  and  prayers  of  millions 
of  Indigenous  people  and  many  non-Native  people  also  have  been  centered  on 
this  event. 

As  we  write  this  on  the  morning  of  January  4,  1998,  there  are  many  reports 
beginning  to  come  out  that  the  Zapatista  strongholds  in  Chiapas  may  be  under 
a massive  assault  by  the  Mexican  Army.  Whether  it  is  happening  today  or 
not,  such  an  attack  has  long  been  predicted  by  the  EZLN. 

There  are  many  actions  taking  place  in  many  cities  of  the  world  to  protest 
the  massacre  and  to  show  support  for  the  Zapatistas.  Different  cities  are 
having  actions  on  various  days.  For  example,  in  Boston,  there  will  be  a day 
of  action  on  Wednesday,  January  7 (see  below). 

PLEASE.  Attend  a demonstration  in  your  area.  Organize  something.  Write 
letters  and  send  faxes  and  e-mails.  DO  SOMETHING.  The  Indigenous  people  of 
Chiapas  and  the  Zapatistas  who  are  seeking  justice  and  land  need  the  support 
of  people  from  around  the  world  just  to  survive. 

We  are  convinced  that  we  need  to  do  more  than  condemn  the  actions  of  the 
government  of  Mexico.  For  those  of  us  who  live  within  the  U.S.,  it  is 
critical  that  we  point  out  the  role  of  the  U.S.  government  in  training  and 
funding  the  Mexican  military  and,  by  extension,  paramilitary  groups.  Under 
the  guise  of  the  "war  on  drugs,"  many  Mexican  army  officers  have  been 
trained  at  the  notorious  U.S.  Army  School  of  the  Americas.  The  CIA  has  also 
been  heavily  involved  with  training  elements  of  the  Mexican  Army  and  other 
agencies.  The  economic  policies  of  the  World  Bank  and  other  U.S.  lending 
institutions  have  forced  millions  more  Mexican  people  into  the  most  bitter 
and  harsh  poverty.  The  policies  of  multinational  corporations  based  in  the 
United  States  are  forcing  many  Mexicans  off  their  land.  The  blood  of  the 
innocent  civilians  in  Acteal,  massacred  while  they  were  praying,  is  on  the 
hands  of  Bill  Clinton  as  surely  as  it  is  on  the  hands  of  the  paramilitary 
assassins . 

We  include  information  below  about  not  only  the  upcoming  Boston  Day  of 
Action,  but  also  include  a listing  of  people  to  whom  you  can  send  letters. 
Finally,  at  the  request  of  a number  of  people,  we  include  the  Message  of 
Solidarity  from  the  Maya  Elders  which  was  read  at  the  UAINE  public  meeting 
on  December  20,  1997,  two  days  before  the  massacre  in  Acteal. 


[1.  Press  release  about  Boston  action] 

DAY  OF  ACTION  CALLED  TO  PROTEST  CHIAPAS  MASSACRE 
BOSTON,  MASS.  --  WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  7,  1998 

A coordinated  day  of  action  has  been  called  for  January  7 in  Boston,  Mass, 
to  show  support  for  the  EZLN  (Zapatistas)  and  to  protest  the  massacre  of  45 
Indigenous  civilians  in  Chiapas,  Mexico  on  December  22.  The  victims  were 
refugees  who  had  been  displaced  from  their  own  villages  by  the  encroachment 
of  the  Mexican  army.  These  unarmed  civilians  were  murdered  by  a 
paramilitary  group  supported  and  financed  by  Mexico's  ruling  party,  the  PRI. 

The  actions  are  as  follows: 

Tonantzin  (Committee  in  Solidarity  with  the  People  of  Mexico)  is  asking 
people  to  gather  at  11:15  a.m.  outside  the  Arlington  Street  Church  (near 
Copley) . 

From  there,  protesters  will  march  to  the  Mexican  Consulate,  which  is 


located  at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel. 

According  to  Juan  Gonzalez,  "We  plan  to  deliver  to  the  Mexican  Consul  45 
crosses,  representing  the  innocent  civilians  massacred  on  December  22,  as 
well  as  a letter  with  3 demands: 

'to  investigate  and  bring  to  justice  all  the  people  involved  in  the 
massacre;  to  identify,  dismantle  and  prosecute  all  the  paramilitary 
groups,  death  squads,  and  private  armies  in  Chiapas  and  throughout  Mexico; 
and  to  honor  and  implement  all  the  peace  agreements,  and  to  continue  the 
peace  talks  with  the  EZLN  (Zapatistas)  in  Chiapas.'" 

The  protesters  will  then  continue  on  to  a downtown  rally  at  4 p.m. 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England  and  the  National  Peoples  Campaign 
are  sponsoring  a rush-hour  rally  at  4 p.m.  in  front  of  the  John  F.  Kennedy 
Federal  Building  in  Government  Center,  downtown  Boston.  This  rally  will 
honor  those  who  were  massacred  and  target  the  role  of  the  U.S.  government  in 
financing,  training,  and  supporting  Mexican  government  military  and 
paramilitary  attacks  against  the  EZLN  and  Mexican  Indigenous  peoples. 

Wednesday's  actions  are  part  of  activities  being  organized  throughout  the 
week  in  cities  around  the  U.S.  and  internationally  in  response  to  the 
bloodbath  in  Chiapas. 


[2.  Addresses] 

President  of  Mexico: 

Ernesto  Zedillo:  webadmon@op.presidencia.gob.mx 
Presidente  de  la  Republica 
Palacio  Nacional 

06067  Mexico  D.F.  Fax  (52-5)-271  1764/515  4783 

Presidente  de  la  Comision  Estatal  de  Derechos  Humanos  de  Chiapas 

Lie.  Yesmin  Lima  Adam 

Argentina  455  Col.  El  Retiro 

29040-Tuxla  Gutierrez-  Chiapas 

Tel.  (52-961)  40632/40674 

Presidente  de  la  Comision  Nacional  de  Derechos  Humanos  - CNDH  - 
Periferico  Sur  3464  Col. San  Jeronimo  Lidice 
10200  Mexico  DF. 

Tel.  (52-961)  631004  Lada  sin  costo:  0180000869  E-mail:  cndh@laneta.apc.org 

Pres.  William  Clinton 
The  White  House 
Washington,  DC 

Fax:  1-202-256-4562,  1-202-456-2461 
Telephone:  1-202-456-7639;  1-202-456-1111 
E-mail:  president@whitehouse.gov 

U.S.  Secretary  of  State 
Fax:  1-202-647-6434 
Telephone:  1-202-647-4000 

State  Dept.  / Section  for  Inter-American  Affairs 
Fax:  1-202-647-0791 
Telephone:  1-202-647-7285 

U.S.  Congressional  Switchboard 
Telephone:  1-202-225-0791 

United  Nations  Secretary  General 
Fax:  1-212-371-436- 

Telephone:  1-212-963-1234;  1-212-963-5012 


[3.  Message  of  Solidarity  from  the  Council  of  Maya  Elders 
to  UAINE  meeting  held  on  December  20,  1997] 

Message  of  Solidarity  from  the  Council  of  Maya  Elders 
December  20,  1997 

We  join  your  struggle  to  stop  government  crimes  against  our  Indian  sisters 


and  brothers.  We  send  our  Solidarity  to  demand  JUSTICE.  We  offer  you  our 
Strength  in  achieving  SOVEREIGNTY. 

We  feel  and  share  your  grief.  The  soil  that  covers  IX'MUKANE,  our  Mother 
Earth,  is  colored  with  the  red  blood  of  our  relatives  --  slaughtered  by  the 
vicious  brutality  of  the  police  and  soldiers.  Every  time  the  weapons  of  the 
police  and  soldiers  are  used  against  our  Nations,  and  our  blood  is  spilled 
on  the  streets  and  walls  of  the  fancy  cities,  and  our  blood  is  spilled  on 
the  streets  of  working  class  neighborhoods,  and  our  blood  is  spilled  on  the 
roads  of  rural  communities,  and  our  blood  is  spilled  on  the  desolate  fields, 
we  must  be  outraged  and  fight  back  with  one  thousand  fold  strength. 

The  new  "smart  weapons"  of  violence  that  are  used  against  us  today  are: 

+ cultural  homogenization  via  consumerism 

+ indoctrination  of  the  people  through  historical  perversions  regarding  our 
Nations  via  massive  'education'  and  media 

+ the  'sell-outs'  working  for  the  institutions  executing  their  'civilized' 
plans  to  exterminate  our  Nations 

+ the  kaxtlanes/wannabe  Indians  dressing  up  in  plastic  costumes  to  steal 
and  sell  off  our  culture  . 

We  have  been  violated  too  long.  We  owe  it  to  our  Ancestors  to  demand 
Restitution  for  ALL  the  crimes  committed  against  our  Nations.  We  owe  it  to 
Ourselves.  We  owe  it  to  our  Children.  We  owe  it  to  our  Generations  yet  to 
come. 

Our  weapon  of  warfare  is  the  Truth.  With  this  weapon,  we  will  overthrow 
ALL  the  institutions  that  historically  have  tyrannized  our  Nations  and 
plunder  away  what  is  rightfully  ours: 

+ OUR  SOVEREIGNTY 
+ OUR  HOMELAND 

We  enlist  with  United  American  Indians  [of  New  England]  and  call  to  ALL  the 
Indian  Nations  of  North  America  to  join  the  Struggle.  We  also  call  to  ALL 
the  people  of  the  Four  Directions  to  join  in  OVERTHROWING  ALL  the  racist 
institutions  and  VANQUISH  Columbus'  legacy  of  genocide  once  and  for  all. 

WE  PLEDGE  OUR  ALLEGIANCE  TO  RECONSTRUCT  ALL  INDIAN  NATIONS. 

"RE : Behind  the  Chiapas  Massacre"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Dan  1998  12:19:05  EST 
Sub j : BEHIND  THE  CHIAPAS  MASSACRE: 

PENTAGON,  CIA  BUILD  ASSAULT  UNITS  IN  MEXICO 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  97-12-31  11:27:59  EST 

From:  sandra@ntl. sympatico.ca  (Sandra  Mitchell) 

<><><><><><><>NASC  NEWS< ><><>< ><><><> 

Via  Workers  World  News  Service 
Reprinted  from  the  January  8,  1998 
issue  of  Workers  World  newspaper 


BEHIND  THE  CHIAPAS  MASSACRE:  PENTAGON,  CIA  BUILD  ASSAULT  UNITS  IN  MEXICO 
Poverty  & Repression  Grow  in  Wake  of  NAFTA 

By  Deirdre  Griswold 

When  an  event  as  ghastly  and  horrible  as  the  Dec.  22  massacre  of  45 
unarmed  villagers  in  Chiapas,  Mexico,  occurs,  it  is  absolutely  to  be 
expected  that  every  political  figure,  every  news  organ,  every  public 
voice  associated  with  U.S.  imperialism  will  express  shock  and  outrage. 

And  so  they  did. 

President  Bill  Clinton  called  on  the  Mexican  government  to  conduct  an 
exhaustive  investigation  of  the  matter.  He  sounded  indignant. 

But  it  would  have  been  more  to  the  point  if  he  had  ordered  an  exhaustive 
investigation  of  his  own  agencies'  conduct  in  Mexico. 

What  has  been  the  role  of  the  U.S.  Army's  School  of  the  Americas  in 
training  "counter-insurgency"  officers  deployed  against  the  Zapatista 
movement  in  Chiapas? 


Is  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency,  now  deep  in  what  is  called  a joint  U. 
S. -Mexican  "war  on  drugs,"  using  this  as  a cover  to  carry  out  what  has 
always  been  the  agency's  historic  mission--to  subvert,  undermine  and  wipe 
out  movements  of  workers  and  the  oppressed? 

Did  the  economic  agreements  foisted  on  Mexico  by  U.S.  banks--like  the 
"bailout"  loans  of  1995- -contain  the  tacit  understanding  that  the  two 
countries  would  collaborate  in  suppressing  revolutionary  groups  and  their 
supporters  in  the  interests  of  the  "free  market"  and  the  restructuring  of 
Mexican  agriculture  to  produce  cash  crops  for  export? 

There  is  much  evidence  to  indict  the  U.S.  government  in  all  three  areas. 

NAFTA  SET  THE  STAGE 

The  corporate,  monopolized  media  here  will  never  mention  it  in  connection 
with  an  atrocity  like  the  Chiapas  massacre,  but  the  U.S.  presence  looms 
over  Mexico  like  a 400-pound  gorilla  in  a room. 

The  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement,  crafted  in  Washington  and  New 
York,  opened  the  Mexican  economy  to  further  penetration  by  Wall  Street 
banks  and  U.S.  corporations  seeking  markets  and  cheap  labor.  It  led  to  an 
economic  crisis  in  Mexico  and  a plunge  in  the  standard  of  living  of  all 
but  the  very  rich. 

But  it  also  sparked  an  uprising  of  Indigenous  people  in  Chiapas.  The 
Zapatista  movement  there  became  known  to  the  world  when  it  took  over  a 
village  on  Ian.  1,  1994- -the  day  NAFTA  took  effect. 

Since  then,  the  Pentagon  has  greatly  increased  its  military  aid  to  the 
Mexican  armed  forces.  They  in  turn  have  spawned  paramilitary  groups  like 
those  accused  of  the  Dec.  22  massacre. 

These  death  squads  have  been  responsible  for  a "low-intensity"  war  in 
Chiapas  that  has  claimed  hundreds  of  lives.  Almost  all  those  killed  were 
Indigenous  people,  who  are  being  squeezed  off  their  traditional  lands  by 
cattle  ranchers  and  farmers  drawn  into  the  expanding  export  market. 

TRAINED  IN  MURDER  AT  FORT  BENNING  AND  FORT  BRAGG 

The  U.S.  Army's  School  of  the  Americas,  now  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga.,  has 
been  the  training  ground  for  many  officers  implicated  in  systematic 
state-sponsored  terrorism  in  Latin  America.  On  Nov.  16,  1997,  some  600 
people  were  arrested  there  for  protesting  the  U.S.  military's  role  in 
massacres  similar  to  the  one  in  Chiapas. 

The  date  was  the  eighth  anniversary  of  the  murder  of  six  Desuit  priests 
in  El  Salvador.  The  protesters  charged  that  of  26  Salvadoran  Army 
officers  eventually  charged  in  those  deaths,  19  were  graduates  of  the 
School  of  the  Americas. 

In  addition,  the  U.S.  is  training  elite  Mexican  troops  called  Air-Mobile 
Special  Forces  Groups  at  Fort  Bragg,  N.C. 

The  group  Nuevo  Amanecer  Press-Europa  in  Spain  says  that  some  of  these 
troops  have  been  deployed  in  the  Chiapas  area.  It  cites  a Dec.  25  report 
from  the  Mexican  news  agency  APRO  that  "an  important  detachment,  composed 
of  members  of  the  Airborne  Special  Forces  Groups  (GAFE)  was  sent  to  the 
community  of  Acteal,  in  the  municipality  of  Chenalho."  That  is  where  the 
massacre  took  place. 

"The  soldiers  of  the  GAFE,  experts  in  counterinsurgency  and  specializing 
in  operating  in  rough  terrain  as  can  be  found  in  Chiapas,  immediately  set 
up  three  roadblocks  on  the  highway  that  leads  from  the  Chenalho  to  Acteal 
in  order  to  meticulously  search  all  vehicles  that  passed  through  the 
troubled  area." 

NAP-E  comments:  "Oddly  enough,  on  Dec.  26,  the  Mexican  daily  La  Dornada 
published  an  article  on  a recent  operation  of  the  GAFE  in  the  state  of 
Dalisco  where  more  than  a dozen  young  men  were  kidnapped  and  tortured. 

One  of  the  youths,  Salvador  Lopez  Dimenez,  died  as  a result  of  this 
Special  Forces  action." 

The  daily  said  that  charges  were  being  brought  against  "Lt.  Col.  Dulian 
Guerrero  Barrios  and  Capt.  Rogelio  Solis  Aguilar,  who  are  accused  of  the 
crime  of  violence  against  the  people,  as  authors  of  homicide." 

Nuevo  Amanecer  Press-Europa  says  it  has  "been  able  to  confirm  that  Lt. 
Col.  Dulian  Guerrero  Barrios  is  a graduate  of  the  U.S.  Army's  School  of 
the  Americas,  which  he  attended  in  1981  in  a course  titled  'Commando 


Operations.  ' 

"We  do  not  know  yet  how  many  others  of  those  charged  have  received 
training  recently  at  Fort  Bragg.  We  also  wish  to  point  out  at  this  time 
that  the  mastermind  behind  Mexico's  counterinsurgency  strategy  in  Chiapas, 
Gen.  Mario  Renan  Castillo  Fernandez,  has  received  instruction  at  Fort 
Bragg  as  well. 

"The  general,  now  the  ex-commander  of  the  Mexican  Army's  7th  Military 
Region  in  Chiapas,  has  recently  been  pointed  out  as  having  served  as  an 
'honorary  witness'  at  a ceremony  where  the  state  government  of  Chiapas 
handed  over  half -a-million  dollars  to  the  paramilitary  group  Paz  y 
Dusticia . " 

The  massacre  in  Chiapas  is  said  to  be  the  work  of  Paz  y Dusticia  (Peace 
and  Dustice),  which  is  affiliated  with  the  ruling  PRI  party. 

PENTAGON  FOCUSES  ON  MEXICO  AND  COLOMBIA 

Mexico  and  Colombia  are  now  the  biggest  recipients  of  U.S.  military  aid 
in  Latin  America.  They  are  also  the  countries  where  paramilitary  groups 
connected  to  the  army  have  been  carrying  out  the  most  massacres. 

Can  it  be  only  coincidence  that  wherever  the  U.S.  focuses  its  military 
aid  there  is  an  epidemic  of  murder  and  mayhem  directed  against 
communities  trying  to  resist  exploitation  and  poverty? 

A few  years  ago  it  was  El  Salvador  and  Nicaragua.  Before  that,  Guatemala 
Now,  Mexico  and  Colombia. 

Since  naked  imperialism  no  longer  generates  support  at  home,  the  excuse 
now  given  for  these  U.S.  military  operations  in  Latin  America  is  the  "war 
on  drugs."  This  war  is  never  won,  of  course.  The  same  excuse  allows  the 
police  and  federal  SWAT  teams  to  terrorize  oppressed  communities  right 
here  in  the  United  States. 

On  Dec.  29,  the  New  York  Times  ran  a big,  detailed  article  about  how  the 
Mexican  and  U.S.  armed  forces  are  collaborating  in  this  ostensible  war  on 
drugs.  The  article  tells  how  U.S.  pressure  got  Mexican  President  Ernesto 
Zedillo  to  put  the  armed  forces  in  command  of  this  war  instead  of  federal 
police. 

"In  October  1995,  when  William  D.  Perry  made  the  first  official  visit  to 
Mexico  in  memory  by  an  American  secretary  of  defense,  anti-drug  aid  was 
at  the  center  of  several  cooperative  ventures  he  proposed  to  Mexican 
military  officials,"  wrote  the  Times. 

"Within  months,  a first  group  of  young  Mexican  Army  officers  were 
training  in  anti-drug  operations  at  Fort  Bragg,  N.C." 

The  Times  reported  that  some  3,000  Mexican  soldiers  are  expected  to  have 
passed  through  U.S.  Defense  Department  training  courses  by  next  fall.  Of 
them,  328  officers  are  being  sent  "to  train  air-mobile  special  forces 
units  that  are  now  stationed  at  the  headquarters  of  the  12  regions  and 
40  zones  that  make  up  Mexico's  military  geography." 

SPECIAL  FORCES  DEPLOYED  IN  CHIAPAS 

The  Pentagon  has  given  Mexico  73  Huey  helicopters  to  transport  these 
troops  of  the  Air-Mobile  Special  Forces  Groups. 

"The  helicopters  may  be  used  only  for  anti-drug  operations,"  wrote  the 
Times.  "But  Mexican  and  United  States  military  officials  said  there  was 
nothing  to  stop  the  transfer  of  American-trained  army  officers  to  similar 
special  forces  units  that  might  be  deployed  against  leftist  insurgents  in 
southern  states  like  Guerrero  and  Chiapas." 

The  Times  article  contained  a wealth  of  information.  But  instead  of  "U.S 
Helps  Mexico  Army  Take  Anti-Drug  Role,"  the  headline  should  have  read: 

"U.  S.  Sponsors  Bloody  Counter-Revolution  in  Mexico." 

CIA  CREATES  MEXICAN  UNIT 

And  there's  more. 

According  to  the  Times,  the  CIA  has  created  a unit  in  the  Mexican 
military  that,  while  "probably  the  least  visible,"  has  emerged  as 
"probably  the  most  active  of  all  Mexican  anti-drug  units." 

It  is  called  the  "Center  for  Anti-Narcotics  Investigations."  This  CIA- 
trained  special  force  has  been  provided  with  "sophisticated  surveillance 
and  intelligence-gathering  equipment"  not  given  to  civilian  anti-drug 


units . 

All  this  is  taking  place  while  most  people  in  Mexico  are  falling  into 
the  deepest  poverty,  caused  by  the  relentless  drive  of  U.S.  banks  and  big 
businesses  to  completely  take  over  the  economy  of  their  country. 

In  the  recent  election,  the  ruling  PRI  party  got  its  first  setback  in  70 
years.  The  big  winner  was  the  social-democratic  party  of  Cuauhtemoc 
Cardenas,  which  took  over  Mexico  City  and  the  Federal  District. 

Another  big  shift  has  been  in  the  labor  union  movement.  Workers  have 
been  leaving  the  PRI-dominated  Congress  of  Mexican  Labor  in  droves  and 
joining  the  more  militant  National  Workers'  Union,  a new  federation  with 
1.5  million  members. 

An  intractable  economic  crisis,  a rising  popular  movement  of  struggle, 
and  now  the  intervention  of  the  Pentagon  and  the  CIA.  The  Chiapas 
massacre  was  no  isolated  incident. 

It  must  become  the  spark  to  awaken  a progressive  response  on  both  sides 
of  the  border. 

- END  - 

(Copyright  Workers  World  Service:  Permission  to  reprint 
granted  if  source  is  cited.  For  more  information  contact 
Workers  World,  55  W.  17  St.,  NY,  NY  10011;  via  e-mail: 
ww@workers.org.  For  subscription  info  send  message  to: 
info@workers.org.  Web:  http : //workers . org) 

"RE : info  about  Oaxaca-Kahnawake  Trade"  

Date:  Wed,  31  Dec  1997  10:48:55  -0500 
From:  Project  OK  <projectok@axess . com> 

Sub j : Info  about  Oaxaca-Kahnawake  Trade 

UUCP  email 

Here  is  some  more  information  on  Project  OK  as  reprinted  from  "Our 
Affairs"  Onkwarihwas ' shon : ' a Volume  6,  Number  9 December  1997 

In  the  late  spring  of  1997,  with  contacts  established  by  the  Kahnawake 
private  sector,  a project  was  initiated  which  has  become  known  as  the  OK 
Project.  The  purpose  of  the  project  is  to  explore  ways  that  would 
facilitate  trade  and  commerce  arrangements  between  and  amongst  the 
aboriginal  people  of  Mexico  and  the  Mohawks  of  Kahnawake.  To  conduct  this 
work,  a Task  Force  was  created  consisting  of  three  aboriginal 
representatives  from  the  State  of  Oaxaca  (wa-ha-ca)  and  three  from 
Kahnawake. 

This  task  force  met  five  times  and  discussed  various  ways  that 
Indigenous  trade  and  commerce  initiatives  could  be  facilitated.  The  first 
recommendation  of  the  Task  Force  was  to  sign  a Convention  between  the 
aboriginal  peoples  of  Kahnawake  and  Oaxaca  which  would  set  up  a framework 
for  communication  and  future  collaboration.  A convention  was  drafted  and 
given  approval  in  principle  by  the  parties.  The  Convention  would  create 
an  Indigenous  Trade  and  Commerce  Commission  that  would  be  empowered  to 
achieve  the  objectives  of  the  convention.  More  specifically: 

To  facilitate  commercial  venture,  trade  and  commerce  between  Indigenous 
persons,  businesses  or  organizations  in  Canada  and  Mexico,  through 
promotion  and  support  for  joint  ventures  for  the  production  and  marketing 
of  indigenous  products. 

The  Convention  also  establishes  abiding  principles  to  guide  the 
activities  of  the  Commission  as  follows: 

a) Aboriginal  or  Indigenous  Peoples  have  rights  of  self-determination  and 
the  capacity  to  enter  freely  into  the  inter-nation  agreement  of  economic, 
social  or  political  relations; 

b) The  undertakings  entered  into  are  directed  to  the  advancement  of  the 
economic  prospects  of  Kahnawake  and  Oaxaca  in  connection  with 
international  inter-indigenous  trade  and  commerce; 

c) Indigenous  cultures  shall  be  protected  and  natural  and  traditional 
vocations  promoted,  and  the  parties  shall  be  committed,  in  their 
respective  and  joint  production  and  marketing  activities  under  this 
convention,  to  authenticity  in  relation  to  Indigenous  products  and 


services; 

d) The  parties  shall  share  human  resources  and  technical  and  traditional 
skills  in  the  advancement  of  the  objects  of  this  convention  and; 

e) Decisions  respecting  products  for  development,  production  or  marketing 
shall  be  jointly  taken  as  between  the  Parties,  through  the  Commission. 

The  second  recommendation  of  the  Task  Force  is  to  propose  that  the 
countries  of  Canada  and  Mexico  sign  a "protocol"  that  would  recognize  the 
OK  convention  and  the  Commission  and  commit  these  governments  to  undertake 
discussions  with  the  Commission  on  problem  areas  of  the  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement  that  negatively  affect  the  free  trade  rights  of  the 
aboriginal  people. 

OK  TRADE  AND  COMMERCE  UPDATE 

There  are  16  Indigenous  nations  in  Oaxaca,  representing  almost  2.5 
million  people  and  over  70  % of  the  total  population.  Without  "reserves" 
as  we  know  them  in  Kahnawake,  our  allies  in  Oaxaca  seek  protection  for 
their  community  economies  through  Indigenous  joint  venture  arrangements  to 
shift  from  reliance  on  the  American  branch-plant  "Maquiladoras" 

(factories)  and  to  market  Indigenous  products  and  services  worldwide. 

Like  the  Lower  Nicola  agreement  with  our  brothers  in  British  Columbia 
approved  by  the  MCK  in  1996,  the  Trade  and  Commerce  Convention  with 
Oaxacan  Indigenous  peoples  is  aimed  at  assisting  our  people  - in  the 
private  sector  as  well  as  generally  - in  finding  new  markets,  and  new 
opportunities  for  joint  venturing.  As  with  all  trade  and  commerce 
agreements,  the  Oaxaca  - Kahnawake  Convention  requires  both  parties  to 
create  a positive  climate  for  the  Aboriginal  private  sector  to  prosper, 
and  for  our  communities  to  benefit  through  new  jobs  and  export  related 
trade.  In  addition,  Canada  and  Mexico  will  work  with  us  to  assist  in  the 
enforcement  of  generic  marketing  labels,  trade-marks  and  certification 
criteria  to  make  sure  that  Indigenous  products  and  services  are  protected 
from  rip-off  producers  in  the  non-Aboriginal  sector. 

To  maximize  exposure  on  this  historic  venture,  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  OK  Convention  will  be  signed  in  January  as  part  of  the  Team  Canada 
Mission  to  Mexico  City.  It  is  hoped  tha  the  Canada  - Mexico  protocol  can 
also  be  signed  at  the  same  time. 

As  you  can  see,  the  OK  Project  is  structural  and  preliminary.  Neither 
of  the  anticipated  agreements  compromise  Indigenous/Mohawk  rights  nor  do 
they  compromise  the  Indigenous  peoples  of  Oaxaca  or  the  Mohawks  of 
Kahnawake  in  our  efforts  of  self-determination. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  guiding  principles  of  this  relationship  promote 
self-sufficiency  and  ensure  that  the  Indians  of  Oaxaca  and  Kahnawake  and 
their  products  will  not  be  negatively  exploited.  Further,  it  ensures  tha 
the  cultural  identity  and  integrity  of  the  parties  and  their  products  are 
protected . 


— "RE:  Wal  Mart  Sued  for  Discrimination"  

Date:  Mon,  5 Jan  1998  17:03:26  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Kay  Marie  Porterfield  <kmporter@rapidnet . com> 

Sub j : Wal  Mart  Sued  for  Discrimination 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  Sincere  thanks  to  _Indian  Country  Today_ 

for  granting  permission  to  redistribute 
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Rapid  City,  SD-"When  Bryan  Ray  went  Christmas  shopping  two  weeks  ago  at 
Wal-Mart  on  Lacrosse  Street,  the  Seneca  man  got  more  than  he  bargained 
for . 

According  to  Mr.  Ray,  an  assistant  manager  threatened  to  hit  him. 

'I've  experienced  racism  at  Wal-Mart  before,  but  what  happened  to  me 
this  time  took  the  cake, ' said  Mr.  Ray,  who  has  a degenerative  bone 


disease  and  must  use  one  of  the  store's  motorized  carts  to  do  shopping. 

On  Dec.  12,  after  he  redeemed  merchandise  from  layaway,  he  felt  shaky 
from  low  blood  sugar  triggered  by  his  diabetes.  Having  already  paid  for 
his  purchases,  which  had  a receipt  and  security  tape  affixed  to  them,  he 
headed  toward  the  in-store  McDonald's  to  order  something  to  raise  his 
sugar  level. 

'My  wife  worked  at  Wal-Mart,  so  I know  the  security  procedure, ' he 
said.  'Besides  there  is  no  way  to  get  outside  of  the  McDonald's  without 
going  through  a door  with  security. ' 

According  to  Mr.  Ray,  no  sooner  had  he  driven  his  cart  into  the  fast 
food  restaurant  than  a store  greeter  chased  after  him. 

'He  was  yelling,  "You  can't  take  that  cart  out;  you  people  are  always 
trying  to  take  those  carts.'  Mr.  ray  said.  'Because  people  were  Christmas 
shopping  there  must  have  been  at  least  150  people  who  heard.  I felt 
humiliated.  The  check  out  lanes  stopped  and  the  place  got  really  quiet.' 

Mr.  Ray  asked  for  the  store's  manager  as  he'd  been  instructed  to  do 
after  experiencing  other  incidents  at  the  store  which  he  believed  were 
racially  motivated. 

'The  greeter  called,  Don,  the  assistant  Manager  and  he  got  there 
first,'  Mr.  Ray  said.  'By  that  time  I got  angry  and  started  cussing.  I 
hadn't  done  anything  wrong  and  all  I was  thinking  about  was  eating 
something. ' 

He  said  that  the  assistant  manager  leaned  over  him  while  he  was  still 
seated  on  the  cart,  balled  up  his  fist  as  if  he  were  going  to  hit  him  and 
threatened  to,  'take  care  of  you  people  once  and  for  all." 

Only  when  store  manager  Mark  Haberman  arrived,  did  the  assistant 
manager  back  off. 

'One  thing  I can  assure  you  is  that  Wal-Mart  does  not  discriminate 
against  anyone  in  any  way,  shape  or  form,"  Mr.  Haberman  told  Indian 
Country  Today.  When  asked  about  Mr.  Ray's  complaints  and  those  of  several 
other  American  Indians  that  some  employees  at  his  store  treat  American 
Indian  customers  rudely,  he  responded,  "All  I can  say  is  that  they  are 
absolutely  unfounded." 

When  asked,  that  although  racism  is  not  a stated  company  policy,  if 
perhaps  individual  clerks  may  be  rude  to  American  Indian  customers,  he 
denied  it  had  occurred. 

Interestingly,  a note  from  management  handed  to  employees  with  their 
paychecks  this  month,  admonished  them  to  spread  holiday  cheer  and  cited  a 
recent  complaint  to  store  managers  that:  "A  door  greeter  says  hello  to 
white  people,  but  doesn't  greet  African  Americans  and  Native  Americans." 

Mr.  Ray,  who  has  contacted  a lawyer  and  plans  to  file  a lawsuit  against 
the  corporation,  said  the  he  has  experienced  discrimination  at  Wal-Mart 
stores  throughout  the  country,  but  personnel  at  the  one  in  Rapid  City  have 
treated  him  the  worse. 

"One  time  I was  buying  a $6  bra  for  my  wife  and  it  was  in  a box,"  he 
said,  "When  I got  to  the  checkout,  the  clerk  opened  the  box  and  told  me, 
'You  Indians  are  always  stealing,  so  I have  to  make  sure  there  isn't  a $12 
one  in  here." 

He  said  that  he  has  been  discouraged  from  looking  at  merchandise  by 
clerks  who  have  told  him  he  can't  afford  it  and  that  greeters  have 
repeatedly  told  him  the  motorized  cart  which  he  needs  to  make  his  way 
around  the  store  is  broken  and  refused  to  let  him  use  it. 

"They  make  snide  remarks  about  my  weight  and  race,"  he  said.  "One  time 
when  the  cart  battery  was  low  I plugged  it  into  a power  pole  and  a clerk 
came  up  to  me  and  told  me  if  I wasn't  so  fat,  I wouldn't  have  to  ride  it." 

Mr.  Ray  isn't  the  only  American  Indian  suing  the  Rapid  City  store. 
Attorney  Bruce  Ellison  is  representing  Shirley  Lewis  and  her  daughter 
Nicole  Erdman  who  filed  a suit  against  Wal-Mart  last  summer  after  Will 
Bacon,  then  an  assistant  manager  at  the  Lacross  Street  store,  accused  them 
of  stealing  a piece  of  facial  tissue  two  years  ago. 

"They  were  accused  of  opening  a box  of  Kleenex,"  said  Mr.  Ellison. 

"When  they  saw  the  box  it  was  already  open,  so  they  thought  it  was  a 
sample  and  tried  it,  then  put  two  boxes  in  their  cart." 

According  to  the  women's  complaint,  they  were  first  accused  of 
shoplifting  by  a store  associate  near  the  display.  When  they  arrived  at 


the  checkout  lane  they  were  confronted  by  Mr.  Bacon  who  accused  them  of 
opening  the  Kleenex  and  said  he  had  personally  seen  them  do  it. 

"He  screamed  at  them  that  they  had  stolen  the  merchandise/'  Mr.  Ellison 
said . 

The  complaint  states  that  Mr.  Lewis  and  Ms.  Erdman  repeatedly  asked  him 
to  review  the  tapes  and  he  refused. 

"He  yelled  at  them  and  called  them  thieves,  publicly  humiliating 
them,"  Mr.  Ellison  said. 

After  detaining  the  shoppers  for  20  minutes,  the  women  said,  Mr.  Bacon 
finally  allowed  them  to  go  through  the  line  where  they  purchased  $50.25  in 
merchandise . 

In  addition  to  claiming  that  Mr.  Bacon  slandered  them  and  caused  them 
mental  anguish,  the  women  have  charged  that  they  feared  he  would  bodily 
harm  them  because  of  his  threats  and  'agressive  and  menacing  body 
language ' . 

Because  the  mother  and  daughter  are  American  Indian,  Mr.  Ellison  said, 
he  will  try  to  introduce  the  discrimination  factor  in  the  jury  trial  which 
the  women  have  requested.  Mr.  Ellison  said  such  incidents  are  not 
isolated  to  Wal-Mart.  "It's  like  that  all  over  Rapid  City,"  he  said.  "An 
obviously  Indian  person  walks  into  a store  and  they  are  followed  and 
watched . " 

In  Wal-Mart  sometimes  American  Indian  customers  don't  have  a chance  to 
get  beyond  the  door  before  they  face  hostility. 

Last  summer  when  Glenda  Black  Feather  tried  to  return  styrofoam  cups 
and  plates  to  the  Rapid  City  Wal-Mart  because  a relative  had  already 
bought  enough  for  a dinner  they  were  giving,  she  was  stopped  by  an  elderly 
door  greeter  who  demanded  in  a sharp  tone  of  voice  that  she  hand  over  her 
packages  so  he  could  look  inside. 

"I  didn't  know  I was  supposed  to  stop,"  she  said.  "He  didn't  have  to 
be  so  rude.  I asked  him  why  people  like  him  treat  Indians  in  this  way 
when  they  shop  at  this  store,"  she  said. 

"He  told  me,  'You  Indians  are  all  alike.'  He  mumbled  something  else 
racial  and  at  that  point  I became  so  angry  I started  crying,  I couldn't 
help  it." 

The  store  manager  said  he  would  talk  to  the  employee  and  Ms.  Black 
Feather  made  up  her  mind  never  to  shop  at  Wal-Mart  again. 

She  said  she  is  concerned  at  the  effect  such  treatment  has  on  people 
who  have  a difficult  time  being  assertive.  "When  it  happens  to  Elders, 
they  just  put  their  head  down  and  walk  away,"  she  said. 

Some  American  Indians  aren't  aware  that  they  are  being  discriminated 
against.  Last  weekend  Brooke  Schiavi  witnessed  a Wal-Mart  head  clerk  call 
a bank  to  verify  a check  for  $217  that  an  obviously  American  Indian  woman 
had  written.  When  questioned  by  another  customer  why  she  was  calling  the 
bank,  the  woman  reportedly  replied,  "Sometimes  I do  this  if  the  person 
looks  suspicious  to  me." 

"Wal-Mart  runs  checks  through  their  verifying  machine  to  make  sure 
you're  not  on  their  infamous  bad  list,  so  this  was  an  act  of  deliberate 
discrimination,"  Ms.  Schiavi  said.  "The  next  customer  in  line,  a white 
woman,  wrote  a check  for  $300  and  they  didn't  call  the  bank.  I stood 
there  with  my  mouth  open." 

Mr.  Ray's  wife,  Gina  Marie,  a non-Indian,  was  a Wal-Mart  employee  until 
turning  in  her  resignation  after  her  boss  threatened  her  husband.  "You 
should  hear  clerks  talk  about  Indian  customers  in  the  employee  lounge," 
she  said  of  the  two  months  she  worked  at  the  store. 

I'd  hear,  'Oh  this  Indian  lady  stole  a VCR  and  brought  it  back  to  get 
money  to  drink'  or  'All  those  damned  Indians  do  is  steal,"  she  said. 

"Wal-Mart  was  founded  on  the  premise  that  the  customer  is  always  right," 
said  Mr.  Haberman.  "American  Indians  are  very  valued  customers,  as  are  all 
our  customers.  We  appreciate  their  business." 

Mr.  Ray  agreed  that  business  should  be  the  bottom  line.  "My  money  is 
just  as  green  as  anybody  else's.  We  Indians  spend  a lot  of  money  at  that 
store,"  he  said. 

"If  people  want  to  be  racist,  they  should  stay  home  and  do  it,  not  as  a 
represenative  of  a major  corporation, " he  said.  "People  like  this  are 
humiliating  Indian  people  and  we  need  to  make  a stand.  I don't  think  our 


ancestors  would  be  happy  if  we  kept  quiet  and  kept  putting  up  with  things 
like  this." 

The  Wal-Mart  handout  encourages  employees,  " Lets  all  continue  to 

surpass  all  expectations  of  our  countless  customers  this  holiday  season 
and  each  day  thereafter." 

What  the  memo  doesn't  say  is  that  many  American  Indian  customers  have 
come  to  develop  a different  set  of  expectations  from  Wal-Mart  than 
non-Indian  shoppers." 

End  of  Article 

[Addendum:  Contacting  Wal-Mart  via  e-mail:] 

You  can  help  us  respond  more  efficiently  to  your  specific  questions  or 
comments  by  directing  your  e-mail  to  the  appropriate  areas  listed  below. 

In  your  message,  please  include  your... 

Return  e-mail  address 
Your  full  name 

Mailing  Address,  City,  State,  Zip 
Daytime  telephone  number 

If  you  reference  a store  or  club,  include  the  city/state  and  if 
possible,  store  or  club  number.  This  will  allow  us  to  expedite 
your  message.  We  appreciate  your  business  and  your  correspondence. 

NOTE:  E-mail  attachments  cannot  be  accepted. 

Letters  to  the  President  - letters@wal-mart . com 
Complaints 
General  Comments 
Suggestions 

Letters  to  Wal-Mart  marketing/public  relations  - alwyatt@wal-mart.com 
Press  Releases 
Public  Relations 
Student  Research  Packet 
Wal-Mart  History 

"RE : Buffalo  Nations  December  Report"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Dec  1997  13:41:04  -0700 
From:  stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org 
Subj : Update  ******** 

Below: 

Buffalo  Nations  December  29th  Update 

One  thing  you  can  do 

Quick  Technical  Note 

Thanks  for  your  support .. .May  1998  be  a year  wherein  no  buffalo  are  killed! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

TECHNICAL  NOTE 

If  you  receive  this  by  accident ...  kindly  hit  REPLY  and  write  me  a note. 

I'm  a human  not  a listserve. 

Same  goes  for  duplicates ...  hit  REPLY  to  both  alerts. 

Folks  receiving  these  updates  (about  2 a month)  are  helping  by  forwarding 
this  to  friends... If  this  was  forwarded  to  you  and  you  would  like  to 
receive  updates  about  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo. . .please  mail  me  a quick  note 
(stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org) 

Thanks 

Pass  this  on  and  take  care! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

December  29th 
Buffalo  Nations  Update 

Temperatures  around  West  Yellowstone  have  dipped  down  to  -30F,  but 
the  sun's  out  by  mid-morning.  The  Department  of  Livestock  has  created  its 
own  imaginary  closure  on  Forest  Service  land  (public  land)  surrounding 
their  capture  facility.  Insiders  from  the  Park  Service  have  expressed 
their  belief  that  this  closure  is  illegitimate  and  illegal.  The  Forest 
Service  is  the  agency  in  charge  of  our  federal  public  lands  (Department  of 
Livestock  is  a state  agency),  is  still  uncertain  whether  the  closure  is 
legitimate  or  not.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  closure  was  made  up  on  the  spur 
of  the  moment  to  intimidate  us,  without  the  consent  of  all  5 agencies 


listed  on  their  signs.  We  remain  undaunted. 

Last  year  hundreds  of  bison  were  killed  on  Forest  Service  land  west 
and  north  of  Yellowstone  National  Park.  One  local  resident  was  disgusted 
to  learn  that  his  dog  had  gained  60  pounds  from  gorging  on  the  gut  piles 
left  near  his  Horse  Butte  home. 

Millions  of  acres  of  Forest  Service  land,  public  land,  SHOULD  be 
open  and  available  as  a reservoir  for  the  bison  to  spill  over  onto  during 
winter  months.  We  need  people  to  help  us  focus  on 
this  aspect  of  the  campaign. 

If  we  all  had  one  wish  on  Xmas  day,  I think  we  all  wished  for  more 
folks  to  join  us  out  here  in  this  winter  wonderland.  This  is  a fantastic 
opportunity  to  learn  and  practice  winter  camping  skills,  cross-country 
skiing,  snow  shoeing,  and  tracking  animals.  If  you  enjoy  these 
activities,  we  can  accommodate  you.  We  also  need  people  who  are  good 
researchers,  writers  and  canvassers. 

Those  of  us  already  here  roam  the  fields  with  the  buffalo  daily  and 
have  a kinship  with  them.  The  magnificence  and  ruggedness  of  these 
beautiful  animals  has  all  of  us  in  awe  of  their  role  in  nature  and  humble 
us  in  our  own  role.  There  is  nothing  quite  like  the  site  of  buffalo 
playing  while  a bald  eagle  flies  overhead,  a coyote  hunts  for  scurrying 
food,  a wolf  howls  in  the  not-so-far  distance,  while  we  keep  a watchful  eye 
out  for  the  D.O. L. 

All  in  a day's  work  at  Buffalo  Nations....  So  come  out 
and  be  ready  for  action  or  help  support  us  in  anyway  you  can. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

IF  YOU  CAN  ONLY  DO  ONE  THING 

Millions  of  acres  of  Forest  Service  land,  YOUR  public  land,  SHOULD  be  open 
and  available  as  a reservoir  for  the  bison  to  spill  over  onto  during  winter 
months.  We  need  people  to  help  us  focus  on  this  aspect  of  the  campaign. 
Many  of  these  lands  are  leased  to  a very  few  cows  and  the  rest  are  empty! 
PLEASE  Write  and  tell  them  what  you  feel.,  a quick  phone  call,  postcard  or 
email  can  make  a difference! 

Mike  Dombeck,  Chief;  Forest  Service,  USDA 
14th  and  Independence  Avenue,  SW 
201  14th  Street,  SW 
Washington,  DC  20250 
4th  Floor;  NW 
Tel:  (202)205-1661 
E-Mail:  comments@www.fs.fed.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Please  Pass  this  on  to  five  friends!!! 

For  the  Buffalo! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For  more  information  about  the  plight  of  the  Yellowstone  Bison 
check  out  this  web  site 
http://www.wildrockies.org/bison 
Mitakuye  Oyasin  (All  My  Relations) 
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The  following  article  was  published  12/28/97  in  the  Muskogee 

Daily  Phoenix.  It  is  posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee 


newspaper,  THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER,  http://www.cherokeeobserver.org 


COUNCILOR  ABHORS  LIVING  CONDITIONS 
Family  Must  Haul  Water  From  A Creek 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

The  three-room  trailer  nestled  among  the  oak  and  blackjack  trees  in  rura 
Delaware  County  has  no  running  water,  the  roof  leaks  and  the  family  who 
lives  there  struggles  to  make  ends  meet.  A small  Christmas  wreath  hangs  on 
the  front  door.  A single  strand  of  tiny  Christmas  lights  twinkle  above. 
Inside,  school  papers  of  6-year  old  Michael  Foreman  are  displayed  on  a 
hall  wall. 

Small  knick-knacks  sit  dust-free  on  shelves  nearby.  One  of  three  beds  in 
the  home,  a day  bed,  takes  up  most  of  the  front  room,  which  is  clean  and 
neat.  Matthew,  in  remission  from  leukemia,  and  his  5-year-old  sister, 
Kathy,  tossed  their  long,  shiny  hair  as  they  laughed  and  talked  Friday 
morning.  They're  too  young  to  understand  the  struggle  their  parents  face. 

"My  family's  lived  like  that  all  my  life  until  the  last  couple  of  years 
when  my  mother  got  her  house,"  said  Claudine  Sixkiller  Foreman,  34  -"And 
my  grandmother  before  her  (Polly  Blackfox)  lived  in  a home  without  water." 
Inadequate  housing  is  a widespread  problem  in  the  14  counties  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation.  Of  the  more  than  180,000  Cherokee  Nation  tribal  members, 
about  80,000  live  in  the  14  counties,  according  to  census  records.  Census 
information  indicates  as  many  as  20  percent  of  those  Cherokee  families 
living  in  some  rural  areas  "lack  sanitary  sewer  systems,  which  means  they 
don't  have  running  water,  and  lack  kitchen  facilities,"  while  the  figure 
is  close  to  12  percent  in  other  areas,  said  loel  Thompson,  director  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Housing  Authority. 

That  is  why  tribal  councilor  Barbara  Starr  Scott  is  furious  that  federal 
dollars  to  help  Cherokees  like  the  Foremans  are  being  spent  on  non-Indians 
The  tribe's  Community  Development  division  receives  federal  grant  money 
from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  to  renovate  homes  and  dig  water  wells.  Scott  visited 
four  homes  in  need  of  running  water  and  home  repairs  within  a five-mile 
radius  near  lay  Friday  morning. 

"We  could  go  on  all  day,"  she  said.  Many  Cherokee  living  in  substandard 
homes  and  in  poverty  have  never  been  visited  by  tribal  social  workers  and 
are  unaware  of  available  programs  that  would  provide  better  housing,  Scott 
said.  Others  are  on  long  waiting  lists,  which  are  subject  to  political 
pressure,  according  to  a former  tribal  Community  Development  director, 
Steve  Woodall. 

"This  is  the  basic  - if  you  don't  have  housing  - health  care  and 
everything  else  is  going  to  go  to  pot,"  Scott  said.  She  stopped  her 
vehicle  for  a minute  after  driving  across  Cloud  Creek,  the  Foreman's  only 
source  of  water.  They  haul  water  from  the  creek  in  what  was  meant  to  be  a 
big  trash  can  with  a lid  on  it. 

Since  there  is  no  running  water,  the  bathtub  is  used  for  storage.  When 
it's  warm,  the  family  uses  an  outdoor  toilet.  In  the  winter,  they  just 
haul  more  water  to  flush  an  inside  toilet. 

The  family  is  managing  well  on  what  little  they  have,  Scott  said.  Not 
every  family  has  the  skills  to  do  as  well  on  so  little,  she  said.  Claudine 
Foremena ' s husband,  Marvin,  has  a maintenance  job  at  a chicken  plant  in 
Decatur,  Ark.  The  family  trailer  is  on  restricted  Indian  land  owned  by  his 
relatives.  Scott  is  in  the  process  of  seeing  about  a possible  long-term 
lease  on  the  land  in  order  for  the  family  to  be  eligible  for  tribal  help 
in  getting  a well  and  renovations  to  their  trailer,  lust  down  the  road 
from  the  Foremans  lives  Vonda  Lyman,  31,  whose  family's  two-room  trailer 
once  sat  on  tribal  land  where  there  was  a well.  But  her  husband  got  a 
written  notice  from  the  tribe  to  move  the  home  last  February.  They  moved, 
but  Lyman  still  doesn't  know  why  they  had  to  move,  she  said.  Scott  said 
she  will  find  out  why  Monday  when  the  tribal  complex  reopens. 

The  small  trailer  with  its  roof  falling  in  now  sits  on  land  Vonda 
Lyman's  stepmother  owns.  The  Lymans  get  drinking  water  from  her  dad's 
nearby  home.  They  haul  other  water  from  a creek  four  miles  away  in  a large 
plastic  storage  tank  her  father  bought.  He  also  bought  the  family  their 


$800  trailer.  In  a very  good  month,  she  said  her  husband  gets  to  work  at 
least  two  weeks  at  an  Arkansas  chicken  ranch.  She  cooks  on  a heating  stove 
Her  five  children,  ages  9 months  to  9 years,  received  sleeping  bags  for 
Christmas  so  they  could  keep  warm.  Cold  air  pours  through  the  sagging 
bedroom  roof.  Sandra  and  Tony  Foreman  live  nearby  in  a two-room  trailer 
with  no  running  water.  Rooms  consist  of  a kitchen  and  one  bedroom  with  a 
small  room  in  between  that  Sandra 

Foreman  said  is  too  cold  to  sleep  in.  She  was  unaware  the  tribe  had 
money  available  for  more  than  a year  for  Cherokees  to  purchase  double-wide 
trailers  at  a low  interest  rate  and  low  monthly  payments.  Her  husband,  who 
works  at  a chicken  plant  in  Arkansas,  might  have  been  interested,  she  said 
After  the  Phoenix  reported  earlier  this  months  that  HUD  said  the  $800,000 
grant  was  one  of  three  the  tribe  hadn't  utilized.  Community  Development 
Director  Bud  Squirrel  told  tribal  councilors  there  was  little  interest  in 
the  grant.  He  said  in  the  December  tribal  council  meeting  that  community 
Development  employees  could  find  only  four  families  interested  but  needed 
10  families  in  order  to  purchase  10  trailers  at  a discount.  Squirrel  asked 
for  the  funds  to  be  redirected  to  another  Community  Development  program. 

A new  trailer  would  be  good,  "but  even  just  water  would  help,"  the 
Cherokee  mother  said,  Denella  and  Vance  Daniels  and  daughters  ages  2 and  4 
live  in  a three-room  house  Denella' s father  owns.  They  have  no  running 
water,  no  cook  stove,  a refrigerator  that  doesn't  keep  food  very  cold  and 
practically  no  furniture.  The  heating  stove  has  no  damper  and  doesn't  get 
warm  enough  to  cook  on.  All  meals  are  cooked  in  an  electric  skillet. 
Daniles  brings  water  home  in  five-gallon  jugs  every  day  when  he  gets  off 
work  at  an  Arkansas  water  company. 

The  couple  showed  Scott  a Dec.  4 letter  from  the  Cherokee  Nation  Housing 
Authority  reminding  them  to  update  their  application  for  Indian  housing. 
Vance  Daniels  and  most  of  his  $240  take-home  pay  every  week  from  a water 
business  in  Gravette,  Ark.,  goes  to  pay  the  electric  bill,  $100  a month 
house  payment  when  he  can  afford  to  pay  it,  his  car  payment,  repairs 
needed  to  keep  his  car  running  and  to  buy  tires  and  insurance  so  he  can 
get  to  work.  "But  we're  making  it  here,"  he  said.  Scott  shook  her  head  as 
she  left  the  home.  "If  these  kids  live  here  and  think  they're  making  it  - 
they'll  never  know  what  they're  missing  out  on,"  she  said.  "They  don't 
know  what's  available  to  them.  "You  can't  tell  me  a child  raised  in  this 
environment  has  the  same  opportunity  as  my  child  or  yours." 

"RE : Link  to  Askwitteachik"  

Date:  Sat,  3 Dan  1998  05:24:37  -0700 

From:  Denise  C Stoner  <dcs3@dana . ucc . nau . edu> 

Sub j : link  to  Askwitteachik 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

BILLS 

I will  save  reporting  on  new  bills  for  my  next  update,  but  I want  to 
address  one  piece  of  *APPARENTLY*  false  information  that's  been 
floating  around.  There  is  a post  claiming  that  a "Native  American 
Assimilation  Act"  is  in  Congress,  and  that  if  "it  should  become  federal 
law  is  a mandate  to  disband  every  Native  American  Tribe  in  the  United 
States  through  a sweep  of  a pen..."  The  poster  goes  on  to  say  that  it 
will  "destroy  once  and  for  all  time  Native  American  Culture,  Language  and 
Independent  Nation  status"  and  "dissolve  tribal  lands." 

I have  searched  for  this  bill,  and  have  not  found  anything  with  that 
title,  or  any  bill  that  seems  to  do  what  the  post  claims  the  "Native 
American  Assimilation  Act"  would  do.  (Note,  I said  *apparently*  false  - 
just  because  I haven't  found  it  yet  doesn't  mean  that  there  might  not  be 
some  nefarious  back-room  scheme  to  introduce  such  a bill.)  The  post 
which  I received  was  a forward  which  had  no  way  to  contact  the  apparent 
originator  of  the  post,  a person  named  Deidre  McDaniel-Miller . The 
original  post  seemed  to  be  addressed  to  the  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians.  There  are  few  bills  which  bear  a *remote*  resemblance  to  the 
above  claims  - all  except  H.R.  2743  are  old  bills,  but  perhaps  it's  time 


to  revisit  them  anyway  because  they  aren't  particularly  favorable  to 
Native  American  interests: 

H.R.  123,  which  would  declare  the  English  language  as  the  official 
language  of  the  Government. 

H.R. 2743,  which  would  "reduce  fractionated  ownership  of  Indian  lands/' 
apparently  through  buying  back  individual  interest  in  "allotted  lands" 

(held  by  descendants  of  the  original  owner  of  the  allotment)  and  return 
them  to  tribal  "trust  status"  lands. 

H.R.  2107(The  Interior  Spending  bill)  Senator  Gorton's  infamous 
attempt  to  require  tribes  to  waive  sovereign  immunity  as  a condition  of 
receiving  funds,  (which  was  withdrawn  from  the  Interior  bill  before 
passage  but  which  will  definitely  come  up  again.) 

H.R.  1340,  which  includes  a provision  requiring  tribes  to  waive 
sovereign  immunity  in  order  to  obtain  permits  for  mining  activities  covered 
by  the  bill. 

H.R.  128,  which  seems  to  give  states  authority  over  "waters  within  their 
boundaries"  regardless  of  any  federal  "withdrawal,  designation  or  other 
reservation  of  lands"  - which  I suspect  would  include  Indian  reservation 
and  trust  lands,  since  there  is  no  exception  made  for  such  lands. 

H.R.  992,  which  may  limit  the  authority  of  a tribe  to  regulate  or  impose 
use  restrictions  on  tribal  lands  held  by  individuals  instead  of  in  trust. 

Again,  none  of  these  bills  would  truly  "destroy  Native  American  Culture, 
Language  and  Independent  Nation  status"  - but  all  except  HR  2743  seem  to 
have  leanings  in  that  direction. 

ASKWITTEACHIK  REORGANIZATION  - FEEDBACK  REQUESTED! 

Askwitteachik  has  now  been  running  for  almost  a year.  We  have  had  a chance 
to  see  what  is  working,  and  what  isn't.  So,  I have  made  some  changes,  and 
there  will  be  several  more  before  the  Congress  re-convenes  in  late  January 
for  the  second  session.  This  report  marks  the  beginning  of  one  of  them... 

I will  be  sending  reports  weekly  instead  of  monthly.  I'll  use  the  time 
during  the  congressional  recess  to  bring  myself  (and  you)  up  to  speed  on 
the  new  bills  since  my  last  report  to  you.  (24  new  bills  in  the  House,  and 
39  new  bills  in  the  Senate.)  Updates  will  also  be  posted  on  the 
Askwitteachik  Web  board  at  Native  Web  (URL  below)  for  discussion, 
questions  and  feedback. 

The  "Numerical  Index"  page(http://www. askwitteachik.org/federal/number.htm) 
has  been  updated  with  all  the  new  bills.  Clicking  on  the  bill  number  will 
take  you  directly  to  the  Thomas  "summary  and  status"  page  for  that  bill.  I 
will  no  longer  be  producing  a "local"  version  of  the  status  page;  I 
found  I was  spending  too  much  time  repackaging  information  that  was 
already  easily  available,  and  not  enough  time  delving  into  the  content  of 
the  bills.  I am  planning  to  provide  slightly  more  information  on  the  index 
pages.  (The  numerical  index  page  has  gotten  *very*  large  (almost  70,000 
bytes)  so  I will  be  splitting  it  shortly  into  separate  "House"  and 
"Senate"  indexes.)  A link  to  a "notes  and  links  page"  regarding  the  bill 
will  be  added,  which  will  include  links  to  sites  maintained  by  other 
people  that  provide  more  background  on  specific  bills  or  issues  than  I 
can.  (Some  bills  already  have  this.)  Also  a link  to  a breakout  of  the 
"Indian  Provisions"  on  the  larger  bills  will  be  available  from  the  Index 
pages,  and  links  to  any  Committee  Reports  available. 

I intend  to  focus  more  time  and  attention  on  the  "issues"  pages.  Several 
people  who  are  interested  in  specific  issues  have  contacted  me  about 
linking  to  their  sites,  rather  than  trying  to  duplicate  the  information, 
and  we  are  working  toward  "dividing  up  the  work"  and  coordinating  our 
efforts,  so  that  all  of  our  research  and  information  is  available  to  any 
visitor  who  accesses  any  of  our  sites.  So  some  of  the  issues  pages  will 
primarily  list  the  relevant  bills  and  direct  you  to  the  "expert"  site, 
others  will  have  whatever  background  I can  dig  up  on  my  own. 

While  this  reorganization  is  still  in  the  planning  stages,  I want  to  ask 
for  your  input.  Do  you  have  a site  which  covers  a specific  legislative 
issue  in  detail?  Let  me  know!  Is  there  any  type  of  information  you'd  like 
to  see  at  Askwitteachik  that  isn't  there  now?  Let  me  know! 

Karen  3.  Gould  http://www.askwitteachik.org 

Askwitteachik  Discussion  Board: 


http://www.nativeweb.org/community/webboard/ a skwitteach ik/index. html 
"If  people  are  genuinely  interested  in  honoring  Indians,  try  getting 
your  government  to  live  up  to  the  more  than  400  treaties  it  signed 
with  our  nations."  ...Glenn  T.  Morris  - Colorado  AIM 

"RE : Tunica-Biloxi  Nations"  

Date:  Thu,  01  Ian  1998  8:24:43  CST 
From:  David  Rider  <drider@xavier.xula.edu> 

Sub j : Tunica-Biloxi  Nations 

UUCP  email 

Some  Louisiana  news  you  may  be  interested  in: 

The  Tunica-Biloxi  Indians  operate  the  Grand  Casino  in  Avoyelles  Parish, 
Louisiana.  Until  recently,  they  charged  their  own  licensing  fees  and 
conducted  their  own  background  checks  on  companies  that  provide  wholesale 
liquor  to  the  casino.  Louisiana  officials,  annoyed  at  this  show  of  Tribal 
Sovereignty,  suspended  the  Tribe's  liquor  license  on  December  12  and 
threatened  to  shut  down  the  casino.  After  meeting  with  state  alcohol 
regulators,  tribal  Chairman  Earl  Barbry,  Sr.,  said  the  Tribe  would  suspend 
its  licensing  requirements  for  vendors  wanting  to  do  business  with  the 
Tunica-Biloxi.  As  a result,  the  State  of  Louisiana  reinstated  the  Tribal 
liquor  license, 
dave 


- "RE:  Stand  Off  with  Quebec"  

Date:  Sun,  04  Ian  1998  15:24:53  -0500 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : STAND  OFF  WITH  QUEBEC,  RESULTS  STILL  PENDING:  From 
A'kiawenrahk  Longhouse,  Wendake,  PQ 

UUCP  email 

Khwe, 

Few  are  aware  outside  of  the  Huron  people  of  the  18  hour  standoff  between 
the  traditional  Longhouse  people  of  Wendake  Quebec  and  armed  representatives 
of  the  Quebec  government  in  1994.  This  confrontation  occurred  when  the 
Quebec  government  interfered  with  the  hunting  and  fishing  rights  reserved  to 
the  Huron  people  by  the  Murray  Treaty.  They  resisted  arrest,  their 
equipment  and  hunting  supplies  were  confiscated.  This  case  is  yet  pending.. 
Recent  rulings  in  the  British  Columbia  courts  that  oral  histories  of  the 
people  are  binding  on  land  settlements  may  have  definite  implications  for 
the  Huron  in  this  pending  court  case  in  Quebec. 

Ish  Teweshon'onh 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Teweshon'onh  said: 

The  Supreme  court  has  ruled  that  Oral  Histories  of  the  people  are 
binding  on  land  settlements  in  the  Gustafsen  ruling.  Might  this  effect 
the  Murray  treaty  case  you  have  pending? 

Tarehta'deh  replied: 

Yes,  we  have  an  oral  history  that  binds  us  on  our  land  too,  but  the  main 
problem  in  defending  our  rights  is  with  the  Wendake  chiefs,  I should  say 
the  band  council  chiefs. 

These  chiefs  are  not  fighters,  they  do  not  fight  for  the  Huron-Wendat 
rights  or  believe  in  these  rights.  They  just  sit  down,  and  take  whatever 
the  government  of  Quebec  or  Canada  gives  to  them. 

For  instance,  we  have  only  to  remember  that  it  is  only  some  members  (The 
Sioui ' s brothers)  of  our  Nation  who  fought  for  their  rights,  15  years  ago. 
These  persons  used  an  old  British  and  Huron  treaty  (or  if  you  want  the 
Murray  treaty),  made  in  1760.  At  that  time,  the  band  council  never 
believed  that  this  treaty  was  still  good.  The  Chiefs,  at  that  time,  told 
the  Sioui's  brothers  that  this  paper  (treaty)  was  not  good.  The  Sioui's 
brothers  had  to  fight  alone  and  using  their  own  money  without  any  help 


from  the  band  council.  After  they  had  lost  in  the  first  Court,  the  Sioui's 
asked  the  appeals  Court  to  hear  them  and  then,  the  band  council  had  no 
choice  but  to  get  involved  with  that  case.  (Also,  one  of  the  Sioui's 
brothers  got  elected  for  a short  time  but  enough  to  force  the  band  council 
to  get  into  it).  The  band  council  does  not  believe  in  our  rights,  there  is 
a conflict  of  interest  between  them  and  the  Nation's  rights.  On  one  side 
they  have  to  defend  the  Nation  against  the  Government  of  Canada  and  Quebec 
and  then,  on  the  other  side  they  are  paid  (grant)  by  this  same  Government 
they  are  fighting  against.  So  most  of  the  band  council  in  order  to  get 
more  money  have  to  stop  fighting  and  negotiate  away  the  rights 's  of  the 
Nation  for  nothing.  You  will  see  in  the  next  lines  what  I mean  by  nothing! 

After  the  Sioui  brothers  and  the  Huron  Nation  won  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Canada  (..  ie  the  Supreme  court  recognized  that  we  have  native  rights 
according  to  the  treaty),  all  the  Hurons  were  happy  and  we  thought  that  we 
would  be  able  to  go  to  our  former  hunting  territory  without  being  bothered 
anymore  by  the  Government  of  Quebec.  This  treaty  means  a lot  for  our 
people,  it  means  that  we  can  live  off  of  our  land  and  finally  grow  up  as  a 
Nation,  teaching  our  customs  to  our  children  and  have  a chance  to  survive 
as  a specific  Nation. 

The  Government  of  Quebec  never  stopped  harassing  us  in  the  forest  after 
this  Supreme  Court  decision.  Quebec  never  respected  the  treaty.  The 
Government  of  Quebec  arrested  most  of  the  Hurons  and  took  their  bush 
equipment  and  most  of  the  time  they  gave  them  fines. 

The  strategy  of  Quebec  was  to  still  continue  to  harass  the  Huron  and 
they  said  that  our  customs  were  not  explained  well  in  the  treaty,  so  they 
started  to  put  pressure  on  our  Nation  and  the  band  council  chiefs  to 
negotiate. 

The  main  position  of  Quebec  is  that  the  Huron  have  to  follow  the 
regulation  of  Quebec  in  regard  to  fishing  and  hunting  activities.  In  about 
3 or  4 years,  between  1990  and  1993,  about  150  fines  were  given  to 
different  members  of  the  Huron  Nation  for  non-observance  of  their  laws.  A 
few  moose  were  sized  by  Quebec  without  considering  the  protestation  of  the 
Huron.  The  Huron  told  that  we  have  rights  according  to  the  treaty,  to  hunt 
and  live  in  the  forest  according  to  the  way  of  our  Nation.  --  As  we  know, 
the  time  for  the  hunting  season  of  the  Huron  always  been  longer  than  that 
of  the  French  Canadian.--  The  Government  of  Quebec  denied  that  we  can 
hunt  according  to  the  treaty  and  then  that  we  do  not  have  any  specific 
season  or  customs  related  to  our  life  in  our  hunting  territory.  Quebec 
also  says  that  the  hunting  and  fishing  is  not  included  in  our  customs, 
moreover  that  the  Huron  people  have  to  demonstrate  and  show  in  Court  that 
we  have  our  custom  include  hunting,  fishing  etc.  As  we  know  Quebec  argues 
that  the  word  hunting  is  not  written  in  the  treaty,  and  that  the  treaty 
mentioned  that  the  customs  of  the  Huron  have  to  be  recognized  and 
protected.  Quebec  is  asking  to  the  Huron  to  show  that  they  lived  off  of 
the  land  and  that  the  Huron  used  to  hunt  in  1760!  (Here  Quebec  wants  to  be 
recognize  as  a distinct  Nation  but  they  still  not  want  to  recognize  the 
Huron-wendat  nation  to  be  distinct  and  they  have  their  own  customs  related 
to  the  life  in  the  forest. 

So,  Quebec  is  arguing  that  the  words  hunting  and  fishing  etc.  are 
missing  or  are  not  written  in  the  treaty.  Do  you  think  that  Huron  was  fast 

food  eater  and  that  there  were  food  store  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  ? it 

is  ridiculous ! ! 

So  through  the  year  the  members  of  the  Huron  Nation  got  more  and  more 
fines.  At  that  time,  the  band  council  decided  to  negotiate  with  Quebec,  by 
saying  that  we  do  not  have  choice.  YES,  they  do  have  a choice  to  force  the 

Government  to  finally  go  in  to  Court,  (it  is  only  with  a Court  judgement 

that  the  native  people  got  a recognition  of  the  rights  since  1982,  it  is 
not  with  a negotiation  --  look  what  Cree  got  from  negotiating  with  Quebec, 
the  first  condition  was  to  erase  for  ever  the  Cree  title  on  their  land--  ) 

The  Government  of  Quebec  never  brought  our  people  into  Court  , they 
always  postpone  and  postpone.  How  they  can  go  in  Court  against  a Supreme 
Court  decision  of  the  Huron  rights  ? So  they  prefer  to  harass  our  people, 
the  Huron  ask  the  federal  government  to  interfere  but  they  have  never  done 
nothing  to  re-inforce  the  judgement  of  the  highest  Court  of  Canada,  and 
ask  Quebec  to  stop  harassing  the  Huron. 


In  1992,  few  sport  hunting  Huron  men  (brain  washed  Huron)  persuaded  the 
band  council  to  negotiate  with  Quebec  a short  time  period  of  hunting  for 
the  Huron  . They  were  saying  that  the  Huron  hunter  would  no  longer  be 
stopped  by  the  Government, and  that  this  was  better  than  nothing  (it  was 
their  slogan)  and  that  they  were  tired  to  fight  ( those  person  have  never 
fought  for  their  rights) . So,  the  band  council  after  negotiating  with 
Quebec  offered  to  the  Huron  people  something,  but  the  Huron  rejected  this 
proposition . 

During  all  this  time  , the  longhouse  people  were  fighting  hard  to  affirm 
their  rights  in  the  territory  . Quebec  seized  theirs  canoes,  their  bush 
equipments  many  times.  The  longhouse  people  at  one  time,  afraid  to  see 
their  rights  negotiated  for  nothing  and  thus  erased  by  the  band  council, 
decided  to  make  a proclamation.  In  this  proclamation,  the  longhouse  people 
said  that  the  band  council  (BC)  has  no  right  to  speak  for  them  and  then 
the  BC  have  no  rights  to  include  the  longhouse  in  any  agreement  with 
Quebec . 

Longhouse  people  are  refusing  to  give  any  mandate  to  the  band  council 
chiefs.  They  are  saying  that  the  only  legal  government  of  the  Huron  Nation 
is  the  Longhouse  government  according  to  our  tradition  and  it  is 
recognized  by  the  treaty.  They  say  that  the  band  council  is  the  stranger's 
politic  way,  the  band  council  system  was  imposed  to  our  people  by  the 
government  of  Canada,  in  1876.  This  band  council  system  is  a 
discriminatory  toward  our  traditional  three  fires  councils  ( women  council, 
men  council  and  the  elders  council) . Government  of  Canada  do  not  recognize 
any  form  of  traditional  government  in  Wendake.  Today,  this  band  council  is 
illegal  according  to  our  ways.  And  it  showed  in  the  past  that  this  council 
is  not  able  to  deal  correctly  with  our  rights. 

In  1994,  the  Government  of  Quebec  and  the  band  council  signed  a 
agreement  for  the  hunting  season.  ( a treaty  is  between  at  least  two 
Nation,  here  Quebec  is  not  a Nation  , so  why  the  Huron  is  negotiating 
their  rights  issue  from  a treaty  with  a province  that  is  not  a Nation,  Any 
agreement,  if  there  is  any  acceptable,  should  be  between  two  Nations  -- 
Canada  and  the  Huron  Nation-- 

The  band  council  never  consulted  with  the  entire  Nation.  This  agreement, 
for  the  year  1994,  was  --  for  one  week  of  hunting,  --  Hurons  have  to 
follow  the  law  of  Quebec,  --  the  permit  was  from  Quebec  through  the  Huron 
Nation  etc . . 

In  the  fall  of  1994,  few  days  before  the  sporting  white  moose  hunt 
season,  , few  members  of  the  A'kiawenrahk  longhouse  got  arrested  and 
Quebec  seized  their  moose,  canoes  etc  on  their  traditional  hunting 
territory.  Quebec  said  that  the  longhouse  people  were  not  allowed  to  be  in 
the  bush  at  that  time,  because  they  were  not  conforming  to  the  agreement 
written  between  Quebec  and  the  band  council.  They  added  that  they  did  not 
have  any  permit.  The  only  card  (I.D)  the  longhouse  people  had,  was  their  I. 
D that  show  that  they  were  members  by  blood  of  the  Huron  traditional 
nation  of  the  A'kiawenrahk  longhouse.  Quebec  wildlife  conservator  officer 
refused  to  consider  the  traditional  ID.  The  Longhouse  people  resisted 
arrest  and  they  blocked  the  road  for  18  hours,  Quebec  confiscated  their 
moose  and  bush  equipment...  The  Longhouse  people  never  succeeded  in 
getting  their  moose  and  canoes  back.  These  traditional  members  got  a fine 
for  killing  a moose  outside  of  the  season  and  for  resisting  arrest. 

The  band  council  refused  to  defend  the  Longhouse  people  or  if  they  were 
to  defend  them,  they  would  ask  the  Government  to  forget  all  the  fines. 

Last  fall,  the  band  council  lawyer  suggested  the  Huron  to  plead  guilty  for 
few  fines  related  to  our  fishing  rights  and  hunting.  Quebec  said  to  the 
band  council  that  they  will  not  give  any  charge  if  Huron  plead  guilty. 

Most  of  the  people  trusted  the  band  council  and  they  pleaded  guilty,  the 
Longhouse  People  refused  to  plead  guilty  for  what  they  believe  to  be  their 
rights . 

So,  the  Longhouse  people  think  that  this  kind  of  agreement  (outside 
Court)  would  not  bring  peace  to  them  and  bring  any  respect  for  the 
fundamental  rights  of  the  Huron  people.  The  Longhouse  people  (LP  ) also 
refused  twice  an  outside  Court  agreement,  so  far,  because  they  do  not  have 
any  promise  that  the  Huron  can  live  unmolested  in  their  territory.  Also, 
Longhouse  people  want  to  see  if  the  Court  will  say  that  the  hunting  is  not 


pant  of  the  Huron  customs  and  clarify  it  for  ever,  here  we  have  to 
remember  that  it  is  the  main  argument  of  Quebec  to  harass  Huron.  So  far, 
the  Longhouse  people  have  spent  $10,000  to  pay  an  historian,  who  has 
written  a report  which  shows  that  hunting  was  a part  of  our  customs,  (it 
is  not  yet  deposited  in  Court).  The  lawyer,  so  far,  has  cost  $8,000. 

Quebec  Court  postponed  4 times  in  the  last  two  years  any  hearing  of  the 
case.  Now, it  has  once  again  been  postponed  to  the  middle  of  april  instead 
of  the  beginning  of  Danuary. 

In  the  meantime,  the  band  council  has  renewed  the  agreement  with  Quebec 
for  another  5 years,  just  this  past  fall.  Ridiculous  !!!!  This  new  Grand 
Chief  who  signed  this  new  agreement  for  5 years  is  lean  Picard.  He  signed 
without  speaking  with  the  members  of  the  Nation.  Dean  Picard  is  a sports 
man  and  has  said  that  he  considers  hunting  to  be  a sport.  No  one  has  seen 
this  new  agreement  so  far. 

It  was  made  in  secret  between  Quebec  (which  is  not  a Nation)  and  the 
Huron  band  council. 

We  HAVE  our  ways,  why  does  the  band  council  force  us  through  agreements 
with  Quebec  to  assimilate  to  the  white  ways! 

"RE : Last  Refuge  Campaign  Update"  

Date:  98-01-02  17:56:11  EST 

From:  wild-rockies-alerts@wildrockies.org  (Wild  Rockies  InfoNet) 

Sub j : Last  Refuge  Campaign  Update 

UUCP  email 

Last  Refuge  Campaign  Update 
Danuary  1,  1998 

As  we  step  into  a new  year  of  defending  the  wild,  it's  a good  time 
to  reflect  on  some  of  the  places  we  have  worked  to  protect.  The  Native 
Forest  Network's  Last  Refuge  campaign  focuses  on  ten  threatened  areas  in 
the  Northern  Rockies  as  examples  of  the  fate  of  unprotected  roadless  public 
lands  across  the  US.  By  no  means  are  these  necessarily  the  most  threatened 
areas,  nor  should  these  places  take  all  our  efforts  at  the  expense  of  other 
important  wildlands.  But  these  are  some  of  the  finest  and  most  threatened 
wildlands  in  the  lower  48  states. 

The  Native  Forest  Network  has  just  completed  a 24-page  booklet  on 
the  Last  Refuge  Campaign,  describing  threats  to  critical  wildlands  and  how 
you  can  help  protect  these  places.  A map  showing  the  "troubled  ten"  areas 
is  included.  Please  write  us  and  let  us  know  how  many  copies  of  this 
booklet  you  can  use.  If  possible,  send  a contribution  to  cover  printing 
and  mailing  costs. 

Here's  a New  Years  update  on  some  of  these  imperiled  wildlands. 

White  Sand  Area,  Clearwater  National  Forest,  Idaho 
White  Sand  Project  Decision  Withdrawn! 

Here's  the  big  news:  On  December  12,  Dames  Caswell,  Clearwater 
National  Forest  Supervisor,  announced  the  withdrawal  of  the  Record  of 
Decision  on  the  White  Sand  Ecosystem  Management  Project!  Signed  on  April 
30,  1996,  the  White  Sand  Project  would  have  meant  19  million  board  feet  of 
logging  on  1,680  acres,  and  6.1  miles  of  new  road  in  the  33,454  acre  North 
Fork  Spruce-White  Sand  roadless  area.  Most  of  the  logging  would  have  been 
in  Elk  Summit  Basin  and  would  have  resulted  in  loss  of  3500  acres  of 
roadless  land  and  679  acres  of  old  growth.  Caswell's  letter  said  that  a 
new  decision  may  be  released  "pending  the  outcome  of  further  review." 

This  is  good  news  indeed,  and  will  allow  us  to  focus  our  energies 
on  protecting  other  areas  for  the  time  being. 

The  Gallatin  Range,  Montana 
Land  Exchange  Up  for  Grabs 

The  Montana  Wilderness  Association  is  calling  for  Wilderness 
designation  for  202,000  acres  in  the  Gallatin  Range,  to  be  designated  as 
the  Gallatin  Unit  of  the  existing  Lee  Metcalf  Wilderness. 


The  Native  Forest  Network  has  collected  hundreds  of  petition 
signatures  for  protection  of  the  entire  Wilderness  Study  Area  as 
Wilderness.  Let  us  know  if  you  can  help  circulate  this  petition. 

Montana's  three  congressmen  each  introduced  a land  exchange  bill  at 
the  end  of  the  1997  legislative  session.  The  three  are  expected  to 
collaborate  on  a final  bill  early  in  the  next  session,  which  would  offer 
certain  federal  assets  to  the  landowners.  Big  Sky  Lumber,  in  exchange  for 
their  private  inholdings  in  the  Gallatin  National  Forest.  Conservationists 
are  concerned  about  timber  sales  which  may  be  included  in  the  exchange 
package  and  about  the  possibility  of  "sufficiency  language"  in  the  final 
bill,  which  would  preclude  legal  challenges  of  any  timber  sales  included. 

Please  ask  the  landowners  to  accept  cash  for  their  lands  instead  of  federal 
land  and  timber,  and  ask  the  Montana  delegation  to  seek  maximum  funding  for 
the  land  exchange. 

Mel  MacDougal,  Tim  Blixseth 
Big  Sky  Lumber 
114  SW  2nd 
Portland,  OR  97209 

Max  Baucus,  Conrad  Burns 
US  Senate 

Washington,  DC  20510 

Rocky  Mountain  Front,  Montana 

Southern  Front  Threatened  with  Development 

As  you  may  be  aware,  in  September,  Gloria  Flora,  Supervisor  of  the 
Lewis  & Clark  National  Forest,  made  the  courageous  decision  to  withdraw 
much  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  from  oil  and  gas  development.  Not 
surprisingly,  the  oil  and  gas  industry  is  appealing  her  decision.  Ms. 

Flora  needs  letters  of  support  for  her  choice  to  put  recreation  and  natural 
values  before  resource  exploitation. 

Please  write  Gloria  Flora,  Supervisor,  Lewis  & Clark  National  Forest,  PO 
Box  871,  Great  Falls,  MT  59403. 

The  Helena  National  Forest,  which  manages  the  southern  Front,  has 
taken  a stance  in  favor  of  development  and  proposed  oil  and  gas  leasing  at 
Alice  Creek.  Please  take  a moment  to  write  the  Helena  Supervisor  and  ask 
if  he  works  for  the  same  agency  as  Gloria  Flora.  Tell  him  you  are  opposed 
to  any  development  at  Alice  Creek  or  elsewhere  on  the  Front. 

Tom  Clifford,  Supervisor,  Helena  National  Forest 
2880  Skyway  Drive,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Friends  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  are  calling  for  a withdrawal 
from  mineral  entry  of  all  public  lands  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  Please 
support  the  call  for  withdrawal  of  the  Front  from  all  mineral  entry. 

Write : 

Mike  Dombeck,  Chief,  US  Forest  Service,  PO  Box  96090,  Washington,  DC 
20090-6090,  and 

Bob  Armstrong,  Asst.  Secretary,  Dept,  of  Interior  (Lands  and  Minerals), 

1849  C St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20240. 

Cove/Mallard  Roadless  Areas,  Idaho 

Crimes  Against  Cove/Mallard  Continue  (from  The  Networker,  Alliance  for  the 
Wild  Rockies,  Winter  97-98) 

The  Nez  Perce  Forest,  in  complete  defiance  of  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  (ESA),  continues  to  allow  Shearer  Lumber  Products  log  the  lack 
Timber  Sale.  This  illegal  operation  is  ongoing  despite  Threatened  listing 
of  Steelhead  Trout  on  October  17  by  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service 
(NMFS).  Under  provisions  of  the  ESA,  once  a species  is  listed  all 
irretrievable  and  irreversible  commitments  of  resources  must  stop  until 
critical  habitat  is  designated,  a biological  opinion  prepared,  and 
consultation  with  NMFS  completed.  The  Nez  Perce  knows  that  Steelhead  are 
present  in  the  lower  reaches  of  Big  Mallard  Creek,  yet  they  continue 
logging. 

The  new  and  highly  contested  lack  Timber  Sale  Road  crosses 
tributaries  of  lack  Creek  (which  flows  into  Big  Mallard)  18  times. 


Monitoring  by  activists  has  revealed  massive  sediment  problems  near  cutting 
units  and  on  the  road. 

The  Cove/Mallard  Coalition  is  asking  that  you  contact  Region  1 
Supervisor  Dale  Bosworth,  Nez  Perce  National  Forest  Supervisor  Coy  Jemmet, 
and  NMFS  Director  William  Steele.  Mention  the  above  information  in  your 
call  or  letter  and  ask  that  all  logging  activities  in  Cove/Mallard  cease 
until  consultation  is  completed  as  required  by  the  ESA. 

Coy  Jemmet,  Supervisor,  Nez  Perce  National  Forest,  Rt.  2 Box  475, 
Grangeville,  ID  83530  (208)  983-1950 

Dale  Bosworth,  Region  1 Supervisor,  PO  Box  7669,  Missoula,  MT  59807  (406) 

329-3315 

William  Steele,  NW  Regional  Director,  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service, 

7600  Sand  Point  Way  NE,  Seattle,  WA  98115-0070  (206)  526-6150. 

Have  a Happy  and  Roadless  New  Year! 

"RE : Pre-Land  Bridge  Indians"  

Date:  Thu,  01  Ian  1998  13:31:31  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub  j : Pre-Land  Bridge  Indians 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

THE  BONES  FROM  BRAZIL 
OMNI  MAGAZINE 
by  Heather  Pringle 

During  the  summer  of  1986  Brazilian  scientists  made  a perplexing  discovery 
in  an  arid,  sun-scorched  highland  not  far  from  the  equator.  Burrowing  into 
the  floor  of  a limestone  cave  some  900  miles  north  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 

Museu  Nacional  archaeologist  Maria  Beltrao  and  her  colleagues  unearthed 
hundreds  of  broken  bones  of  long-extinct  animals,  along  with  strikingly 
primitive  stone  tools.  Convinced  that  ancient  hunters  had  once  feasted  in 
the  cave,  Beltrao  approached  Henry  de  Lumley,  one  of  France's  foremost 
authorities  on  Paleolithic  humans  for  assistance  in  dating  the  site.  Much 
to  their  astonishment,  uranium-series  tests  placed  the  age  of  the  bone 
samples  between  200,000  and  350,000  years  - hundreds  of  millennia  before 
the  most  widely  accepted  dates  for  man's  arrival  in  the  New  World. 

The  ancient  bone  bed,  however,  is  only  one  of  three  recent  Brazilian 
discoveries  stirring  up  heated  controversy  over  New  World  prehistory. 
Discoveries  of  rock  paintings  and  a possible  astronomical  observatory  are 
also  challenging  traditional  thinking  about  America's  first  people.  As  one 
archaeologist  joked,  "It's  beginning  to  look  like  early  man  crossed  over 
from  Asia  and  ran  all  the  way  down  to  Brazil." 

Until  recently  archaeologists  generally  agreed  that  America's  first 
immigrants  were  bands  of  modern  men  - homo  sapiens  sapiens  - who  crossed 
the  Bering  Strait  from  Asia  sometime  between  12,000  and  20,000  years*  ago. 

In  the  wake  of  recent  South  American  reports,  however,  tantalizing  new 
questions  are  being  raised:  Could  Homo  Erectus  - a robustly  built, 
heavy-browed  species  of  man  who  arrived  in  China  700,000  years  ago  and  who 
harnessed  fire  at  least  some  400,000  years  ago  - or  some  other  archaic 
humans  have  tackled  the  stormy  Arctic  route  to  the  New  World?  If  so,  what 
became  of  these  early  migrants?  Could  they  have  given  rise  to  a 
sophisticated  culture? 

*[Note:  Subsequent  to  the  publication  of  this  article,  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  at  their  annual  meeting  of 
1992  heard,  and  accepted,  the  report  of  Richard  MacNeish  of  the  Andover 
Foundation  for  Archaeological  Research,  demonstrating  beyond  all  doubt  that 
the  Foundation's  findings  of  fire-hearths,  human  palm  prints  & 
fingerprints  discovered  in  caves  on  the  grounds  of  Fort  Bliss,  New  Mexico, 
were  28,000  to  38,000  years  old.] 

Intriguingly,  all  three  Brazilian  discoveries  come  from  the  same  remote 
northeastern  plateau  guarded  by  thorny  thickets  of  nettles  and  twisted 
trees  known  in  the  local  native  dialect  as  ca'atinga  (literally,  "white 
forest").  Although  the  area  is  now  prone  to  severe  drought  and  has  long 


discouraged  agriculture,  humid  conditions  during  the  last  Ice  Age  gave 
rise  to  tropical  rain  forest  and  lush  prairie  inhabited  by  mastodons, 
horses  and  giant  ground  sloths.  Ancient  climatic  fluctuations,  moreover, 
seem  to  have  played  an  important  role  in  conserving  the  region's  rich 
archaeological  records.  At  Toca  da  Esperanca,  as  Beltrao  has  named  her 
discovery,  mineralized  water  dripped  from  the  ceiling  during  times  of  high 
humidity.  As  the  millennia  passed,  it  then  sealed  the  ancient  bone  bed  and 
tools  beneath  three  feet  of  concrete-hard  marl  - protecting  them  like  food 
in  a mason  jar.  "The  region  preserves  anything,"  Beltrao  says.  "That  is 
the  key.  It  is  incredible." 

So  far,  Beltrao' s team  has  exhumed  more  than  220  pounds  of  fossilized 
bones  representing  nine  extinct  Ice  Age  species,  primarily  from  the  horse 
family.  What  is  startling  the  researchers  is  that  some  fragments  appear  to 
have  been  shaped  by  human  hands  into  sharp  drills  and  scrapers,  and  one 
such  possible  bone  tool  was  recently  dated  to  at  least  200,000  years  ago. 

In  addition,  the  researchers  have  uncovered  several  quartzite  stones 
showing  signs  of  human  use.,  imbedded  with  the  bones.  "The  nearest  source 
of  quartzite  is  two  miles  away,"  Beltrao  says.  "Many  geologists  and 
geomorphologists  examined  this  limestone  cave  and  are  convinced  beyond  any 
doubt  that  it  is  completely  impossible  for  this  quartzite  to  have  arrived 
here  without  human  intention.  Man  must  have  been  here,  and  at  the  same 
time  these  bones  were  laid  here." 

Beltrao  and  de  Lumley  are  convinced  that  the  cave  holds  the  earliest  known 
records  of  Man  in  the  New  World.  Reporting  their  findings  in  the  official 
bulletin  of  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  they  suggest  that  Homo  Erectus 
could  have  crossed  the  Bering  Strait  to  the  Americas  several  times.  "If 
[wooly  mammoths,  bison  and  other]  fauna  crossed  the  Bering  Strait  in  both 
directions  since  the  Pleistocene  [a  fact  no  one  argues],"  Beltrao  reasons, 
"why  should  man,  a nomadic  hunter,  not  have  done  the  same?" 

The  Brazilian  archaeologist  is  quick  to  concede,  however,  that  American 
populations  of  Homo  Erectus  could  have  remained  very  small.  Excavators 
elsewhere  in  the  New  World  have  uncovered  scant  evidence  of  such  early 
migrants.  Objects  that  may  have  been  stone  tools  found  in  California's 
Mojave  Desert  at  a site  that  has  been  uranium-series-dated  at  200,000 
years,  as  well  as  the  discoveries  of  similar  tools  by  Dr.  Louis  Leaky  in 
Baha  California  similarly  dated  at  over  300,000  years,  remain  highly 
controversial.  "It  is  entirely  possible,"  Beltrao  and  de  Lumley  cautiously 
wrote  in  their  official  report,  "that  the  descendants  of  [Homo  Erectus  as] 
the  first  inhabitants  of  the  Americas  became  extinct." 

While  Beltrao  faces  an  uphill  battle  with  the  ultra-conservative 
archaeological  establishment  for  her  claims,  Brazilian  colleague  Niede 
Guidon  is  beginning  to  win  acceptance  for  an  early  rock-shelter  site  just 
200  miles  to  the  north  of  Toca  da  Esperanca,  called  Boqueirao  da  Pedra 
Furada.  Hollowe  out  of  sandstone  cliffs  overlooking  the  ca'atinga,  Pedra 
Furada  protects  more  than  1,000  prehistoric  rock  paintings  of  stylized 
animals  as  well  as  simple  human  figures  engaged  in  hunting,  dancing, 
lovemaking  and  childbearing.  Attracted  to  the  site  by  its  art.  Guidon 
began  excavations  in  1978,  hoping  to  unearth  evidence  to  date  the  painted 
figures . 

Using  hand  trowels,  team  members  dug  down  into  the  cave  floor  searching 
for  fragments  of  fallen  art.  Over  the  centuries,  sand  crumbling  from  the 
shelter's  walls  had  buried  the  traces  of  human  activity.  As  Guidon's  team 
painstakingly  removed  the  mantle  of  overlying  soil  inch  by  inch,  they  came 
across  an  unexpected  discovery:  A primitive  stone  hearth  yielded  chunks  of 
charcoal  dated  to  25,000  years  of  age.  Astonished,  the  cautious 
fifty-six-year-old  archaeologist  expanded  excavations  with  an  international 
interdisciplinary  team  of  experts,  primarily  from  France.  By  the  end  of 
the  1988  field  season,  the  team  had  exhumed  definite  41, 800-year-old 
traces  of  man. 

Guidon,  however,  has  drawn  a frustrating  blank  with  the  lowest  and  oldest 
layer  of  charcoal  and  stone  tools,  found  almost  two  feet  lower  than  the 
42,000-year-old  fragments.  "It's  impossible  to  date  them  because  they  are 
too  old,"  she  says.  To  get  around  the  problem,  a French  specialist  is  now 
attempting  to  determine  an  age  with  the  aid  of  thermoluminescence.  This 
experimental  technique,  similar  to  spectrography,  first  heats  a sample  and 


then  measures  the  visible  burst  of  light  caused  by  the  release  of 
electrons  trapped  within  the  sample  over  time. 

Exactly  who  took  shelter  in  Pedra  Furada  41,800  years  ago  or  earlier 
remains  a mystery  to  the  team.  Many  archaeologists  and  physical 
anthropologists  now  believe  that  the  Old  World  was  home  to  modern  humans 
and  archaic  Homo  sapiens  such  as  Neanderthals,  some  90,000  to  30,000  years 
ago.  Which  of  these  very  different  groups,  they  wonder,  braved  the  Arctic 
route  to  the  New  World  and  ultimately  camped  at  Pedra  Furada?  Guidon's 
team  has  now  embarked  on  excavations  specifically  designed  to  turn  up 
telltale  evidence.  "Our  program  is  to  try  and  find  a human  bone,"  she 
explains.  "Perhaps  somebody  died  or  had  an  accident  in  the  bottom  of  the 
cave. " 

Many  questions  about  Pedra  Furada  remain,  but  Guidon  has  found  evidence  of 
previously  unsuspected  cultural  development  in  the  New  World.  From  studies 
of  rock  art  traditions,  archaeologists  had  long  assumed  that  prehistoric 
art  in  the  New  World  was  a relatively  recent  phenomenon,  at  least  10,000 
years  younger  than  the  murals  of  galloping  horses  and  charging  bison  at 
the  famous  cave  at  Lascaux  in  France.  It  is  now  clear  that  the  Americas' 
early  dwellers  were  far  from  being  artistic  philistines : At  Pedra  Furada, 
Guidon's  team  has  unearthed  fragments  of  painted  rock  well  over  32,000 
years  old. 

To  Guidon,  the  evidence  argues  for  the  antiquity  of  art  in  the  New  World. 
Rock  paintings  were  "a  very  important  cultural  tradition,"  she  says.  "At 
the  same  time  in  prehistory,  all  over  the  world,  man  was  able  to  register 
his  history  and  beliefs.  We  have  rockart  more  or  less  at  the  same  time  in 
Europe,  Africa,  Australia,  and  America." 

Not  Far  from  Pedra  Furada,  near  the  Brazilian  town  of  Xique-Xique,  another 
rock  art  site  offers  quite  a different  glimpse  into  early  human  life  in 
the  Americas.  Discovered  in  1984  by  Canadian  archaeologist  Ruth  Gruhn  and 
her  husband,  Alan  Bryan,  what  has  become  known  as  The  Grotto  of  the  Cosmos 
bears  testimony  to  man's  long  fascination  with  and  study  of  the  heavens. 
Inside  this  cave,  ancient  paintings  depict  comets  streaking  across  the 
grotto's  broad  ceiling.  Blazing  suns  rise  and  set;  stars  flicker  brightly. 
Nearby,  painted  lizards,  animals  often  associated  with  the  sun,  keep 
restless  watch  on  the  records  of  this  ancient  observatory. 

According  to  Beltrao,  who  has  studied  this  3,230-year-old  site  with  the 
help  of  two  of  Brazil's  leading  astronomers,  the  grotto  once  served  as  an 
ancient  observatory.  These  early  astronomers  left  a counting  system  to 
record  lunar  phases  and  employed  a small,  carefully  cut  notch  at  the 
entrance  to  the  grotto  to  mark  the  winter  solstice.  "It's  like 
Stonehenge,"  she  explains.  "When  the  light  comes  in,  it  hits  the  mark  on 
the  wall."  By  painting  the  spot  with  a red  sun,  prehistoric  American 
astronomers  could  observe  the  sun's  annual  progress  and  keep  track  of 
time.  Early  British  farmers  did  much  the  same  thing  with  the  famous 
standing  stones  in  England.  The  Brazilian  astronomers  Betrao  consulted 
were  very  surprised  at  the  levels  of  knowledge  of  their  prey  historic 
American  counterparts,  she  says.  "This  changes  all  previously  held 
concepts  about  the  'lack  of  cultural  and  scientific  development'  of 
prehistoric  man  in  the  Americas." 

Although  the  controversy  over  all  three  'white  forset'  discoveries  has 
only  just  begun  and  is  likely  to  swirl  for  many  years  to  come.  Guidon 
echoes  Beltrao 's  view.  "I  really  think  that  we  have  had  a story  of  humans 
in  the  Americas  being  told  before  there  was  any  data  to  back  it  up.  Only 
now  is  the  true  story  coming  to  light." 

Addendum 

Inquiries  into  the  current  situation  concerning  these  archaeological  sites 
(made  by  the  transcriber  in  1995)  revealed  that  Professor  Guidon  was 
killed  in  1991  by  Brazilian  state  security  forces  who  apparently  "mistook 
her  for  a drug  smuggler".  Doctor  Beltrao  was  fired  from  her  post  at  the 
University  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1992  and  has  not  been  allowed  to  work  or 
to  leave  the  country  since.  Both  the  Toca  da  Esperanca  and  the  Boqueirao 
da  Pedra  Furada  sites  have  been  sealed  off  by  the  Brazilian  army  "for 
national  security  reasons".  It  may  be  a coincidence  that  the  state 
governments  presently  trying  to  have  Native  land  rights  removed  from 


Brazil's  laws  are  basing  their  counter-claims  on  the  premise  that  the 
Indian  populations  in  Brazil  are  'relative  newcomers'  to  South  America, 
with  no  real  roots  on  that  continent. 
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Date:  Wed,  31  Dec  1997  13:55:38  -0500 

From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies.org> 

Sub  j : buffalo  nations  saves  first  16 

UUCP  email 

At  dawn  on  Monday,  12/29,  Buffalo  Nations  (B.N.)  activists  prevented  the 
slaughter  of  16  bison.  Members  of  America's  last  wild  herd,  the  animals 
had  wandered  from  Yellowstone  National  Park  onto  private  land  near  the  town 
of  West  Yellowstone,  Montana.  The  landowner,  who  openly  expresses  his 
antagonism  toward  bison,  has  threatened  to  have  the  animals  killed  if  they 
"trespass"  onto  his  property.  He  allowed  the  Montana  Department  of 
Livestock  (D.O.L.)  to  construct  a capture  facility  on  his  land--a  natural 
migration  corridor  between  the  park  and  the  bison's  winter  range.  Last 
winter  most  bison  that  were  herded  into  such  facilities  were  killed.  The 
B.N.  morning  patrol,  observing  a freshly  plowed  road  to  the  capture 
facility  and  unfamiliar  vehicles,  including  a livestock  trailer,  decided  to 
act.  Before  anyone  was  out  of  their  truck,  cross-country  skiers  had 
slipped  under  a fence  onto  the  property  and  quickly  shepherded  the  bison  to 
safety  inside  the  park. 

B.N.  doesn't  routinely  haze  the  animals  or  otherwise  interfere  with  their 
migration  patterns.  With  winter  on  its  way  bison  can't  afford  to  waste 
energy,  nor  can  they  be  kept  inside  park  lines  as  their  winter  feeding 
grounds  are  outside  the  park.  Because  Bison  are  considered  wildlife  inside 
park  boundaries  and  livestock  outside  the  park,  hazing  is  sometimes  the 
only  means  of  preventing  slaughter. 

Immediately  after  the  morning  action  Buffalo  Nations  received  a phone  call 
from  a local  landowner  with  two  bison  on  her  property.  They  had  eaten  her 
dog's  hay-bale  house  and  cornered  the  pets.  She  wanted  them  off  her  land. 

In  previous  years  her  only  option  would  have  been  to  call  the  D.O.L.  who 
would  come  kill  the  Buffalo.  According  to  Mike  Mease,  Buffalo  Nations 
co-founder,  "No  one  has  learned  a lesson  after  killing  over  1,000  bison 
last  year  and  that's  completely  unacceptable.  People  aren't  going  to  stand 
by  and  watch  the  state  of  Montana  kill  off  the  last  wild  buffalo." 

Buffalo  Nations  enjoys  overwhelming  public  support.  Last  week,  the  owner 
of  a 400  acre  ranch  asked  us  to  post  our  "Buffalo  Safety  Zone"  signs  around 
the  perimeter  of  her  land.  The  signs,  dotting  fence  lines  throughout  the 
community,  let  the  D.O.L.  know  they  are  not  allowed  to  slay  bison  on  the 
property  and  make  it  easy  for  activists  to  quickly  move  bison  to  safety  in 
emergency  situations. 

Our  unpaid  volunteers  have  been  patrolling  the  park  boundaries  and 
monitoring  herd  migrations  since  October.  We  are  with  the  bison  all  day 
every  day,  ready  to  defend  this  uniquely  American  species.  Monday's  rapid 
response  evinces  our  seriousness  and  dedication  to  preventing  a repeat  of 
last  year's  massacre.  Thanks  to  this  hard  work  and  dedication  no  bison 
have  been  killed  this  winter. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies  .org 

"RE : Funding  for  Indians"  

Date:  Mon,  5 Ian  1998  05:30:38  -0800  (PST) 

From:  tle@rapidnet.com  (Howard  Valandra) 

Sub j : funding  for  Indians 


Mailing  List: 


TRIBALLAW  (triballaw(3thecity . sfsu.edu) 


I have  been  looking  for  this  letter  for  2 months  and  finally  found  it.  I 
think  it  will  be  good  information  to  share  with  others. 

March  12,  1997 

The  Honorable  Pete  V.  Domenici 
Chairman 

Committee  on  the  Budget 
United  States  Senate 
Washington,  D.C.  20510 
The  Honorable  Frank  R.  Lautenberg 
Ranking  Minority  Member 
Committee  on  the  Budget 
United  States  Senate 
Washington,  D.C.  20510 

Dear  Chairman  Domenici  and  Senator  Lautenberg: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  your  request  for  the  views  and  estimates 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on  the  President's  Budget  Request  for 
fiscal  year  1998  for  Indian  programs. 

On  February  26,  1997,  the  Committee  held  a hearing  on  the  President's 
Budget  Request  to  receive  oral  and  written  testimony  from  the  Department 
of  Interior,  the  Indian  Health  Service,  and  numerous  other  Federal 
agencies  and  tribal  organizations. 

Overall  Federal  Spending  Patterns  on  Indians  and  Non-Indians 
As  in  previous  years,  the  Committee  requested  the  Library  of  Congress  to 
prepare  an  analysis  of  the  Federal  spending  trends  on  programs  for 
American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  over  the  past  twenty  three  years,  as 
well  as  a comparison  of  this  spending  relative  to  spending  for  other 
Americans.  We  have  attached  a copy  of  the  Library  of  Congress  report  for 
your  reference. 

The  Library  of  Congress  study  reveals  that,  despite  the  efforts  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Budget  and  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  respond 
to  the  acute  needs  of  Indians  and  Native  communities,  the  gap  between 
what  the  Federal  government  has  annually  spent  overall  on  Indians,  in 
contrast  to  the  funds  which  the  United  States  has  spent  on  non-Indians 
for  purposes  other  than  the  national  defense,  has  steadily  worsened  for 
Indians  since  1985. 

The  Administration's  fiscal  year  1998  budget  request  seeks  measurable 
increases  in  absolute  dollars  for  many  Indian  programs.  It  also  proposes 
to  spend  a significantly  larger  portion  of  these  funds  at  the  local 
level  in  Indian  Reservation  or  Native  American  communities.  In  1994 
constant  dollars,  the  fiscal  year  1998  budget  request  for  Indian 
programs  overall  would  effect  a modest  reversal  of  the  growing  gap 
between  the  funds  the  United  States  annually  spends  on  non-Indians  and 
those  it  applies  to  the  benefit  of  Native  Americans.  Given  the  harsh 
conditions  and  continuing  needs  that  exist  in  much  of  Indian  Country, 
the  Committee  supports  the  overall  Indian  program  funding  levels 
requested  by  the  Administration  for  fiscal  year  1998. 

In  its  action  on  the  fiscal  year  1997  budget,  the  Congress  applied  minor 
increases  in  absolute  dollars  for  many  Indian  programs  with  an  emphasis 
of  directing,  where  possible,  greater  resources  to  priorities  identified 
by  tribal  governments  for  the  provision  of  fundamental  governmental 
services  at  the  local  level  and  which  typically  are  spent  under  the 
direct  control  of  Indian  tribes.  The  Administration's  fiscal  year  1998 
budget  request  seeks  to  continue  efforts  to  acknowledge  and  fund 
priorities  identified  by  tribal  governments,  while  also  continuing  with 
reform  initiatives  to  streamline  the  administration  of  services. 

Tribal  governments  are,  of  course,  the  governments  closest  to  the 
American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  who  suffer  the  most  dire  and  unmet 
needs.  Yet  most  of  the  Federal  funds  that  have  been  made  available  for 
Native  Americans  in  the  past  two  decades  have  tended  to  result  in  an 
expanded  Federal  bureaucracy  rather  than  an  increase  in 


tribally-controlled  budgets.  For  Indian  people,  this  fact  has  compounded 
their  problems,  as  their  tribal  governments  face  greatly  increased 
responsibilities  without  corresponding  financial  support. 

Relative  Need  for  Federal  Spending  on  Indians 

When  compared  with  all  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  American 
Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  continue  to  suffer  the  worst  conditions  of 
unemployment,  dilapidated  and  overcrowded  housing,  poor  health, 
inadequate  education,  deteriorating  or  non-existent  social  and  physical 
inf rastructure  systems,  and  other  social  and  economic  factors  that 
seriously,  and  sometimes  critically,  erode  the  dignity  and  quality  of 
life. 

1990  census  data  released  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  last  year  confirms 
these  conclusions  in  the  area  of  housing:  18%  of  all  American  Indian 
households  on  Reservations  are  "severely  crowded."  The  comparable  figure 
for  non-Indians  is  2%.  Likewise,  while  33%  of  all  Reservation  households 
are  considered  "crowded",  the  comparable  figure  for  all  households 
nationally  is  5%.  Approximately  90,000  Indian  families  are  homeless  or 
underhoused.  One  out  of  every  five  Indian  homes  lacks  complete  plumbing 
facilities . 

According  to  the  Census  Bureau,  nearly  one  in  three  Native  Americans 
lives  in  poverty.  The  number  of  Indian  families  below  the  poverty  line 
is  nearly  three  times  the  national  average.  One-half  of  all  Indian 
households  headed  by  a female  live  in  poverty.  One-half  of  the  Indian 
children  under  the  age  of  six  living  on  reservations  live  in  poverty. 

For  every  $100  earned  by  U.S.  families,  Indian  families  earn  $62.  The 
average  per  capita  annual  income  for  an  Indian  living  on  the  reservation 
is  $4,478.  Poverty  in  Indian  country  is  a persistent,  everyday  reality. 
Poor  health  is  the  twin  sister  of  poverty.  Tuberculosis  strikes  down 
Native  Americans  at  four  times  the  national  mortality  rate  for  this 
disease.  The  Indian  mortality  rate  for  diabetes  exceeds  the  national 
average  by  139  percent.  Indians  are  four  times  more  likely  to  die  from 
alcoholism  than  are  other  Americans.  Fetal  Alcohol  Syndrome  rates  among 
Native  Americans  are  six  times  the  national  average.  In  some  Indian 
communities,  reported  cases  indicate  that  child  abuse  has  victimized  as 
many  as  one-fourth  of  the  children.  By  all  measures  the  health  status  of 
Native  Americans  lags  significantly  behind  every  other  group  of 
Americans . 

In  recent  decades,  there  have  been  two  basic  justifications  given  for 
the  Federal  funding  of  Indian  programs.  The  first  can  be  understood  as  a 
desire  by  the  United  States  to  address  the  compelling  human  needs 
revealed  in  statistical  surveys  like  those  summarized  above.  Tribal  and 
Federal  officials  continue  to  inform  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  of 
the  existence  of  an  overwhelming  backlog  of  underdeveloped  social, 
physical,  and  human  infrastructure  in  Indian  Country,  which  they 
attribute  to  years  of  Federal  under  funding  and  relative  Federal 
neglect.  The  second  basis  for  Federal  funding  of  Indian  programs  can  be 
understood  as  one  expression  of  the  unique,  government-to-government 
relationship  between  the  United  States  and  each  tribal  government 
arising  from  well-settled  principles  of  Federal  Indian  law.  The  courts 
have  construed  this  law  on  the  basis  of  treaties,  agreements,  statutes. 
Executive  Orders,  course  of  dealings,  and 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain  and  NAT-Film  lists; 

KOLA  International;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native;  UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"You  took  our  drum,  the  heartbeat  of  the  people,  and  called  it  a war  drum. 
You  took  our  knowledge  bonnets  worn  by  our  leaders  and  called  them  war 
bonnets.  You  took  our  Sacred  horses  and  belittled  them  by  calling  them 
war  ponies.  You  ridiculed  our  death  masks  and  called  it  war  paint.  And 
you  refused  to  understand  the  power  of  the  Sacred  Pipe  but  you  still 
called  it  the  peace  pipe." 

Flarry  Charger,  Leader  of  the  Fool  Soldiers  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota 

and  Nakota  Nations 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I was  given  these  words  to  share  with  you  by  an  elder.  They  are  strong 
words,  which  I pray  will  stir  your  heart  as  they  did  mine. 

Grandmother 

Probably  no  one  will  remember  her  after  her  crossing  over,  except  a few 
who  have  heard  her  heart's  words  throughout  her  life. 

There  will  be  no  fancy  funeral  or  eloquent  words  spoken  over  her  body, 
laying  finally,  at  rest  in  the  breast  of  the  Mother  she  has  always 
respected  and  honored. 

There  will  be  no  expensive  bouquet  of  flowers  for  none  who  mourn  her 
have  the  money  to  buy  such  things. 

But  there  will  be  tears  - shed  at  the  passing  of  a Traditional 
Grandmother  whose  last  wish  is  to  live  just  long  enough  today,  to  see  the 
birth  of  her  first  Great  Granddaughter. 

Her  Granddaughter  is  in  labor  today,  so  the  time  is  near. 

Who  will  remember  a Elder  Lakota  Grandmother  named  Bessie,  whose  smile 
and  gentle  voice  encouraged  those  in  despair,  seeking  to  find  a way  to 
save  their  Traditional  way  of  life.  A woman  who  always  found  just  the 
right  words  to  speak  to  bring  light  back  into  the  darkness  for  many  who 
had  lost  their  way. 

Who  will  mourn  this  woman  besides  a precious  few  whose  lives  she 
touched  with  her  laughter  and  her  wisdom? 

There  will  be  those  who  will  look  upon  the  life  of  this  woman  and 
consider  that  she  was  not  successful  - that  she  did  not  achieve  wealth  or 
fame,  or  live  in  a expensive  house,  or  leave  many  materialistic  things 
behind;  and  those  who  might  thus  say  that  her  life  surely  must  have  been 
a failure. 

They  fail  to  see  that  this  woman  was  the  richest  of  us  all.  For  she 
lived  a life  believing  in  her  Creator,  living  the  hard  Red  Tourney, 
walking  each  step  in  honor. 

For  each  life  she  touched  along  the  way  in  her  Dourney,  was  blessed 
with  the  rare  gifts  only  she  was  able  to  give  to  each.  She  leaves  behind, 
for  those  who  will  deeply  mourn  her  leaving,  a history,  an  honor,  of  a 
People  who  will  never  be  known  as  'successful'  or  'rich'  nor  whose  names 
shall  ever  be  written  in  those  books  which  list  the  most  influential 
people  in  this  country. 

Perhaps,  a hundred  years  from  now,  no  one  will  remember  this  Lakota 
Grandmother  with  the  dancing  spirit.  Perhaps  no  one  will  recall  the  great 
deeds  and  sacrifices  she  did  throughout  her  life. 

But  for  today,  as  the  snowy  season  falls  in  the  Sacred  Black  Hills  I 
remember,  many  of  the  Grandmothers  who  lived  lives,  without  recognition 
or  fame,  who  raised  families  through  sacrificing  their  own  needs  for  the 
survival  of  her  children.  I remember  the  nameless,  forgotten  ones  who 
sleep  within  the  breast  of  our  Mother,  gently  cradled  in  their  final 
rest  and  I know,  that  none  of  these  women  of  courage  would  ask,  nor  seek, 
memorials,  nor  places  named  for  them,  nor  images  of  them  carved  into  the 
mountain  for  all  of  time. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


I know,  from  a sense  of  just  knowing,  that  we  are  losing  a greatness, 
a piece  of  us  that  will  never  be  replaced.  And  I think,  the  sadness  my 
heart  feels  is  that  she  is  a treasure,  a precious  gift,  that  may  never  come 
again  in  our  lives. 

And  I wonder . . . 

How  many  of  us  will  take  the  time  at  her  passing,  to  thank  her,  and 
the  many  Grandmothers,  who  lived  without  complaint  and  who  died  with 
thankfulness  in  their  hearts. 

I wonder. . . . 

How  many  people  will  remember  to  thank  the  Grandmothers  for  preserving 
our  languages,  our  history,  our  songs,  our  stories,  our  lives,  before 
they  leave  us. 

Not  many,  I think. 

We're  too  busy  in  our  desperate  lives  to  remember  to  be  thankful  for 
the  most  precious  of  gifts,  which  come  in  many  different  forms. 

We  are  too  blinded  by  our  eyes  focused  only  on  the  goal  of  self  success 
to  see  those  things  given  to  us  which  are  there  for  us,  given  freely. 

We  stash  away  our  elders  in  'skilled  nursing  homes',  as  unwanted 
discarded  pieces  of  our  lives  we  no  longer  have  time  to  care  for. 

We  have  discarded  many  precious  gifts. 

And  often,  we  do  not  remember,  until  it  is  too  late,  their  true  value. 

First  People  love  their  Elders,  honoring  them,  respecting  their  wisdom 
and  valuing  their  wisdom. 

I wish  the  world  would  see  and  truly  understand,  that  the  value  of  our 
human  spirit  is  gauged  by  how  we  treat  others  and  in  the  process  of 
discarding  the  worth  of  human  life,  we  show  truly  the  integrity  of  our  own 
souls . 

She  dies  poor,  sick,  in  painj  but  struggling  to  survive  just  a few 
more  hours  so  she  might  see  the  next  generation  born.  I do  not  think  she 
regrets  a moment  of  her  life,  nor  fears  her  crossing  over. 

I think,  if  she  could  say  one  thing  to  you,  it  might  be  this. 

Remember  to  be  kind  to  others,  share  your  lives  with  those  who  have 
many  gifts  to  give  to  you,  yet  unreceived  by  you. 

Or  perhaps,  she  might  merely  smile,  knowing  that  you  already  know  these 
things . 
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WalMart  is  determined  to  build  on  another  gravesite.  They  have  a lot 
of  money  and  a lot  of  strong  public  relations  material  that  only  your 
sincere  letters  can  help  overcome.  Do  NOT  allow  this  to  continue. 

Date:  Mon,  05  lan  1998  10:51:42  -0600 
From:  Mike  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Sub j : [Fwd:  Heads  up  on  WALMART] 

The  following  information  about  the  proposed  WalMart  site  in  west 
Nashville  Tennessee  requires  your  attention. 

We  have  confirmed  that  the  proposed  Wal  Mart  site  will  not  be  moved  into 
the  federal  section  106  process  of  the  Archaeological  Protection  Act. 
Termination  of  cemetery  was  supposed  to  have  been  filed  for  in  October 
so  this  situation  has  now  moved  into  a critical  stage. 

Please  step  up  your  actions  concerning  WalMart  and  Lowe's  as  well  as 
your  senators  and  congressmen  to  stop  the  destruction  of  this  native 
burial  site. 
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This  issue  and  the  one  next  week  will  be  the  final  time  the  contact  list 
to  help  elders  and  children  will  be  listed  this  year.  Please  clip  and  save 
it,  though.  The  need  never  ends.  It  is  only  made  worse  by  the  demands  of 
winter. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Clay  Watson  has  located  some  contacts  in  Montana: 


Date:  Wed,  7 Han  1998  17:40:44  EST 
From:  Pioquark  <Pioquark@aol . com> 

Sub j : Montana 

Gary, 

Here  is  the  first  installment  for  Ft.  Peck  Reservation  in  Montana.  The 
site  is  a homeless  shelter/family  shelter/abuse  shelter/soup  kitchen  They 
can  only  house  10  women  and  10  men.  They  feed  from  60-100  people  daily. 

They  need  warm  clothes/  blankets/  Soup  stock,beans,  macaroni,  rice,  butter 
and  other  soup  or  kitchen  foods.  Also  needed  are  personal  care  kits,  and 
personal  items  such  as  towels,  soap,  shampoo  tooth  brushes,  tooth  paste  etc 
Contact  person  is: 

Mike  Boyd 
Box  1597 

Poplar,  Mt.  59255 
406-768-3695 

Two  more  individuals  who  are  dedicated  to  the  people  at  Ft.  Peck  in 
Montana.  They  are  true  to  the  cause. 

Youth:  Rhonda  Kirn,  works  with  youth  and  Foster  children.  Foster  parents 
do  not  get  additional  income  in  this  area  due  to  lack  of  funds.  Arriving 
kids  need  a start  off  kit:  Back  Pack,  clothes,  personal  care  items,  school 
supplies,  underwear,  sox,  bed  clothes.  These  items  can  be  assembled  by 
groups  or  individuals  and  sent  as  a kit. 

Also  needs  all  other  kid  support  stuff  for  all  ages.  Board  Games,  craft 
supplies,  etc.  Rhonda  got  an  area  set  aside  for  an  ice  rink  and  now  needs 
all  sizes  ice  skates,  boot  laces,  leather  care  stuff  like  mink  oil, 
neatsfoot  oil  etc.  (good  exercise)  any  kid  supplies  are  needed. 

Rhonda  Kirn 

Foster  Care  Licensing  Prog. 

Ft.  Peck  Assiniboine-Sioux 
200  Block  St.  East 
Box  1027 

Poplar,  Mt.  59255 

(406)  768-5155  Ext:  365  (w) 

(406)  768-5443  (H) 

Elders:  Lonnie  Iron  Bear  works  with  325  low  income  elders  and  the  needs 
are  great.  15  people  are  in  need  of  housing.  The  buildings  that  many  live 
in,  are  falling  apart.  The  needs  for  elders  are  great.  Construction 
materials,  weatherization  et.  Personal  care  items  (kits  with  tooth  brush, 
tooth  paste,  soap  etc)  Blankets,  warm  clothes,  seeds  for  gardens.  Many 
elders  on  all  reservations  don't  go  outside  in  the  winter  due  to  fear  of 
falling.  Clip  on  or  velcro  Ice  Cleats  that  strap  on  to  shoes  are  needed  to 
help  prevent  falling. ...  Small  nutritional  food  care  packages  would  help. 
Soup  packages,  instant  single  serving  type,  cocoa,  etc.. 

Lonnie  Iron  Bear 
605  Indian  Ave. 

Box  1027 

Poplar  Mt.  59255 

(406)  768-5155  Ext:  386  (W) 

(406)  768-5416  (H) 
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Date:  Sat,  10  Ian  1998  09:56:12  -0500  (EST) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : From  PAPAPOSSUM-  more  info  re:  Elders  Program 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  Ian  9,  1998  4:05  PM  EDT 

From:  PAPAPOSSUM 

Sub j : Re:  Elders  program  again 

ok  this  is  a federally,  tax  exempt,  private  non  profit, charitable  non 
denominational  program  ran  by 


Linda  Meyers 
POB  3401 

ParkCity,  Utah  84060 
801  649  0535 

their  e-mail  address  is  http://www.anelder.com/who.htm 

Right  now  I am  trying  to  help  the  elders  in  Arizona  by  myself  I did  not 

find  these  people  till  I started  on  my  own  and  my  name  is 

lames  C.Cogsdil 

1775  W. Gregory  dr. 

Layton,  Ut  84041 
801  773  5171 

my  e-mail  is  papapossum@aol.com 

my  home  page  is  http://members.delphi.com/papapossum 

I am  working  primarily  to  help  the  navajo  elders  who  are  still  on  big  mtn. 
I hope  this  is  what  u need 
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The  following  message  distresses  me,  but  I feel  it  must  be  passed  on. 

The  entire  integrity  of  this  list  rests  on  the  foundation  of  honor  and 
trust.  I know  this  organization  was  well  supported  by  the  people  who 
asked  they  be  included.  Maybe  they  only  operated  through  the  holidays; 
but  it  is  disturbing  that  a gift  has  been  bought  for  a child,  and  the  group 
promoting  the  giving  can  not  or  will  not  respond  to  mail. 

I also  received  a note  from  someone  living  on  Cheyenne  River  Rez  asking 
where  the  help  for  there  was. 

If  anyone  from  Laxkota  or  someone  who  knows  them  reads  this  please  help 
resolve  this,  and  let  me  know  how  I may  contact  you  directly  to  know  the 
truth.  I will  then  share  it  here. 

Until  then  they  are  stricken  from  the  list. 

Begin  forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  07  Ian  1998  08:15:12  -1000 
From:  Sahoni  Redbird  <redbird@aloha . net> 

To:  gars@juno.com 
Sub j : Rez  aid 

Gary:  Don't  know  if  you  received  my  email  to  gars@netcom.com  but  I wrote 
you  because  I am  having  difficulties  in  dealing  with  the  Laxkota  group.  I 
went  to  their  site  and  chose  two  people  to  sponsor  for  Christmas.  The 
little  boy  I selected  - named  Ira  Hayes  - was  sent  a box  from  here  on 
Dec.  19  - to  the  address  they  gave  me  for  him  personally.  After  Christmas, 
the  box  came  BACK  to  me  and  is  still  sitting  here,  waiting  to  go  to  this 
boy. 

I have  written  this  group  three  times  now  via  email.  The  last  two  were 
the  week  after  Christmas  and  I told  them  about  the  box  coming  back  and  that 
the  address  which  WAS  the  one  they  gave  me  for  him  said  it  was  attempted  to 
be  delivered  but  nobody  knew  who  he  was  so  it  was  returned.  Also  at  that 
time  told  them  three  of  us  here  would  like  to  "sponsor"  Ira's  whole  family 
of  8 kids.  They  never  replied. 

Then  this  week  I wrote  them  again  and  received  BACK  a message  from  their 
server  saying  they  were  not  a client.  And  I sent  copies  of  that  letter 
plus  the  letter  I had  written  to  you  via  the  netcom.com  address. 

Do  you  have  any  idea  how  I should  go  about  getting  hold  of  these  people 
via  email???  I would  so  much  appreciate  your  finding  out  this  for  me  as 
there  are  several  people  here  who  would  like  to  send  things  to  The  People. 

I am  willing  to  coordinate  here  for  my  island  need  to  know  something  to  tell 
these  people  here.  Anything  you  can  do  to  facilitate  things  going  will 
really  be  appreciated  by  me.  And  if  you  can't  DO  anything  to  link  us  up  - 
will  you  please  let  me  know  that,  too.  This  is  quite  difficult  but  not 
something  which  can't  be  fixed  hopefully. 

A Hui  Hou  from  Sahoni  Redbird. 
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The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

Christmas  has  come  and  gone.  Winter  has  not.  The  need  for  clothing  and 
food  did  NOT  take  a holiday. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 

From  an  South  Dakota  elder: 

If  people  will  call  1-800-PinDrop  they  can  get  free  Calling  cards  and 
hopefully  will  send  to  you  to  send  to  the  elders. 

I did  not  intend  to  have  anything  sent  directly  through  me,  but  my  address 
is  at  the  end  of  this  editorial  section  if  you  prefer  to  use  me  as  your 
contact  rather  than  any  of  those  listed  here.  I do  not  say,  "No."  to  my 
elders  if  I can  avoid  doing  so.  gary 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Flelper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Flermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

Doe  Chasing  Florse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Florse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Another  contact  is  actually  two  projects:  One  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson  and  his 
wife. 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 
717-665-2727 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Flilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. TH0MAS_1 +@A  L BANY . VA . GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 


Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas 
Cassada.  MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as 
mediation  assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian 
Reservations  in  the  form  of  clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys 
for  the  children,  scholarship  funding  and  household  provisions. 

This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and 
notions . 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to 
Support  the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within 
the  United  States, South  and  North  Dakota. 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Bonnie  is  Dineh  elder  and  resistor  Pauline  Whitesinger ' s daughter.  Bonnie, 
her  husband  Bob,  and  their  children  are  at  this  address.  Anything  would 
have  to  be  sent  by  US  postal  service,  and  not  UPS  as  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to 
PO  boxes.  BTW,  I have  been  told  that  often  people  who  send  clothes  usually 
send  in  sizes  too  small;  apparently  the  Dineh  are  generally  large  people. 

From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Walking  Shield  in  Southern  California  regularly  send  truck  loads  of  food. 


clothing  and  needed  items  to  many  reservations.  They  are  located  at  2472 
Chambers  Rd.  Tustin,  CA.  922680  telephone  714-573-1434  Hugh  Stevens  is  the 
boss,  they  will  only  take  fairly  new  and  clean  used  items  - any  new  items  - 
and  donations  form  large  corps.  They  seem  to  be  on  the  up  and  up  and  have 
helped  many  local  reservations  and  native  organizations.  Carol 

From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 
furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 

Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  14:03:10  -0800 
From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker.org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 
automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Include  some  name/info  for  me  to  verify 
where  gifts  will  be  sent  and  how.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

I am  especially  concerned  about  the  lack  of  contacts  for  the  Montana  Rez's. 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 
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Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : ice  Storm/Kanesatake  Alert"  

Date:  Fri,  09  3an  1998  22:56:19  GMT 

From:  ishgooda@tdi.net  (Host  Site  for  AIM-Detroit) 


Sub j : ICE  STORM. .KANESATAKE  ALERT.. HELP  NEEDED 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Khwe, 

Dust  got  another  call  from  Kanesatake. .the  generator  at  the  school  has  gone 
out... the  community  has  been  using  this  generator  to  heat  and  cook  for 
community  members  without  fireplaces,  ergo  without  any  heating  source. 

Trees  have  fallen  en  masse  under  the  weight  of  the  ice  blocking  roads  into 
and  within  the  community. 

The  community  well  operates  on  electric  pumps.. so  there  is  also  a water 
shortage . . . 

NEEDED: 

Blankets 
Power  saws 
potable  water 
portable  heaters 
alternate  generator(s) 

Kanesatake 

Quebec 

514-479-6599 
FRANK  AND  DONNA 
MAILING: 

FRANK 

TIEWISHAW 

479  ST.  PHILOMENE 

OKA 

QUEBEC  CA 
DON  1E0 

There  is  further  ice  storm  activity  creating  a further  weight  of  ice  on 
trees  and  roads . .temperatures  are  dropping.. 

Any  assistance  would  be  VERY  helpful.. 

Thank  you . . 

Ishgooda 

http://www.tdi.net/ishgooda/aiml.htm 

"RE : Countdown/Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  05  Dan  1998  15:13:39  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Sub j : Countdown-Peltier 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

To  Peltier  Supporters, 

The  Holidays  are  over,  let's  go  to  work,  to  everyone  who  ever 
wrote  a letter  for  Leonard,  signed  a petition,  sent  a e-mail  or  just 
said  good  words,  LETS  DO  IT  AGAIN  AND  SEND  A LETTER 
TO:  United  States  Parole  Commission 

ATT:  Micheal  D.  Gaines,  Chairman 
Headquarters  Office 
Park  Place  Building 
5550  Friendship  Boulevard,  Suite  420 
Chevy  Chase,  Maryland  20815-7286 
LET'S  SHOW  THIS  COUNTRY  AND  LEONARD  WHERE  WE  STAND. 

LEONARD'S  PAROLE  HEARING  IS  THE  2ND  OF  FEB.  98 
DAYLIGHT  IS  BURNING,  THE  PARTY  IS  OVER,  LET'S  DO  IT. 

COUNTDOWN-  28days 

WE  ARE  THE  POWER 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 

DON'T  FORGET  DONATIONS  FOR  THE  LPDC  AND  SHOULD  BE  SEND  TOj 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  BOX  583 


Lawerence,  Kansas  66044-0583 
ATT:  Kathleen  Christian,  Director 
NO  DONATION  IS  TO  SMALL, 

THIS  TIME  WE  WIN  FOLKS,  LET'S  DO  IT 

"RE : Trial  of  Wendsler  Nosie"  

Date:  Thu,  08  Ian  98  10:21:22  PST 

From:  KOLA  International  Campaign  Office  <kolahq@skynet . be> 

Sub  j : Trial  of  Wendsler  Nosie  set  for  Han.  8,  1998 

UUCP  email 

Press  release  - Dan.  8,  1998 

TRIAL  OF  WENDSLER  NOSIE  SET  FOR  TODAY,  THURSDAY,  DAN.  8,  1998 

On  Danuary  8th  at  1:30  PM  in  Graham  County  Courthouse  in  Safford,  AZ, 
former  San  Carlos  Apache  Tribal  Councilman,  Wendsler  Nosie,  will  be  tried 
for  praying  on  Mount  Graham,  a site  sacred  to  traditional  Apache. 
University  of  Arizona  police  arrested  Mr.  Nosie  a short  distance  from  the 
telescope  complex  as  he  was  returning  from  prayer  and  meditation  on  this 
mountain.  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An,  a.k.a.  Mt.  Graham,  is  long  known  to  be  of 
profound  religious  significance  to  Apache  people. 

UofA  lawyers  and  congressional  lobbyists  have  spent  millions  of 
taxpayers'  dollars  in  attempts  to  obtain  exemptions  from  Native  American 
cultural  protection  laws  and  U.S.  environmental  protection  laws,  such  as 
the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  American  Religious  Freedom  Act, 
the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act,  and  the  First  Amendment  rights  of 
Freedom  of  Religion. 

>From  the  very  onset  the  UofA  has  attempted  to  conceal  the  fact  that 
Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  was  sacred  to  the  Apache  people.  In  collaboration  with 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  an  environmental  impact  statement  was  written 
that  did  not  contain  one  sentence  or  paragraph  of  this  mountain's 
sacredness.  Dust  three  miles  from  the  reservation  boundary  and  tribal 
homeland  for  centuries,  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  is  the  home  of  the  Ga'an,  the 
mountain  spirits  that  bring  the  Apache  their  worldview. 

Nor  has  the  University  or  Forest  Service  once  in  the  15  year  history  of 
the  telescope  project  undertaken  cultural  consultation  on  the  reservation 
with  the  Medicine  Men  and  Women,  spiritual  leaders  and  elders  as  required 
under  U.S.  law.  Voluminous  scholarly  material  is  available  in  Tucson  from 
the  archives  of  the  Arizona  State  Museum,  and  from  a former  University  of 
Arizona  professor.  Dr.  Keith  Basso,  a leading  authority  on  the  Western 
Apache. 

After  the  UofA/  Vatican/German  telescope  construction  had  started, 
Coronado  National  Forest  Supervisor  Robert  Tippeconnic,  the  official 
responsible  for  the  environmental  studies,  admitted  that  he  had  known  all 
his  life  that  Mt.  Graham  was  sacred  to  the  Apache. 

Wendsler  Nosie  commented  before  his  trial:  "It  is  unbelievable  that  an 
institution  of  higher  learning  would  set  such  a bad  example  for  its 
students  --  of  trying  to  buy  their  way  around  cultural  protection  laws. 
They  also  show  bad  faith  by  working  together  with  a government  agency  in 
violating  cultural  and  religious  protection  laws." 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 

Wendsler  Nosie:  520  475-2545 

Deff  Bouma,  William  Foreman  (Mr.  Nosie 's  counsel):  602  256-7374 
Ola  Cassadore-Davis : 520  475  2543 
Bob  Witzemann:  602  840-0052 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

KOLA  (International  Campaign  Office) 

Van  Boeckel  St.  20 
B-1140  Brussels 
Belgium 

Tel&Fax  +32-2-241-8322 
Email  : kolahq@skynet.be 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

FREE  WOLVERINE! ! ! 

NO  SCOPES  ON  MT.  GRAHAM! ! ! 

- — "RE:  UN  visit  to  Big  Mountain"  

From:  "Robert  Dorman"  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Date:  Mon,  12  lan  1998  19:05:16  -0800 
Sub  j : UN  visit  to  Big  Mountain 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Sun,  11  lan  1998  13:14:33  -0800 
From:  Mauro  Oliveira  <sol@westworld . com> 

Sub j : media  blitz 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

On  February  2 an  historical  event  is  taking  place.  The  United  Nations  is 
coming  to  Big  Mountain  Arizona  where  a twenty  five  year  struggle  for 
survival  has  been  taking  place  with  the  traditional  Navajo  elders.  Over 
those  twenty  five  years,  14,000  Navajos  have  been  relocated,  many  to 
radioactive  lands.  Also  billions  of  gallons  of  water  have  been  drained 
from  the  North  Aquifer,  which  has  left  thousands  of  wells  and  villages 
without  water.  Testimony  of  gun-point  pressure  to  sign  land  away  have  been 
documented  and  tribal  and  federal  law  enforcement  have  continually  over 
stepped  their  boundaries.  The  number  of  human  rights  abuses  is 
astronomical.  Meanwhile  billions  of  dollars  are  being  made  by  the  multi- 
national energy  corporations  that  are  behind  the  abuses. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  Navajo  resistance  to  these  abuses  has  the 
United  Nations  been  on  the  land.  Strong  language  in  world-wide  resolutions, 
including  "Genocide"  accusations  have  forced  this  summit.  Now  many  of 
North  America's  medicine  people,  scientists  and  statesmen  are  preparing  to 
converge  on  Big  Mountain.  Reporters  from  all  media  are  invited  to  attend. 
Please  call  SOL  Communications  at  818  753-1241  for  travel  information, 
maps  and  other  important  details. 

Along  with  Mr.  Amor  and  his  entourage  from  the  United  Nations,  many  NGO's 
(non-government  advisory  groups  that  represent  millions  of  people  the 
world  over)  will  be  present.  Traditional  Elders  will  be  speaking,  along 
with  Mr.  Amor  and  the  NGO's  covering  the  total  range  of  human  rights 
abuses  at  Big  Mountain.  It  is  time  to  end  the  reign  of  terror  at  Big 
Mountain . 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 

"RE : The  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma"  

Date:  Sat,  10  3an  1998  11:47:04  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Concerning  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma! 

http://www.YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net/  is  now  "the  People's  Paths  home  page!" 

At  [Fri,  9 Ian  1998  20:15:44  -0800] 

> Concerning  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma 

> A new  message,  "Byrd  & Cohorts  Are  Determined  To  Hand 

> Indian  Country  Over  To  State's  Durisdiction ! , " 

> was  posted  on  the  The  Yvwii  Usdinvnohii  WebBBS! 

> ''the  People's  WebBBS'' 

<http : //www.YvwiiUsdinvnohii .net/ cgi-bin/WebBBS/index. cgi> 


> by  Kate  Browning  on  Friday,  9 January  1998,  at  11:15  p.m. 

> The  message  reads  as  follows: 

Today's  Muskogee  Phoenix  headlines  regarding  the  dirty  deeds  of  the 
illegal  Tina  Glory  District  court  down  in  Byrd's  administrative  offices  at 
the  complex  was  enough  to  make  you  sick,  but  what  made  me  real  angry, 
and  what  should  have  outraged  every  tribe  in  this  country  is  the 
apparent  determination  by  Byrd  and  cohorts  to  hand  over  our  Indian 
Country  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  and  District  Attorney  all  in  the 
name  of  saving  Byrd's  butt  from  arrest  at  all  costs! 

The  paper  today  reported  that  Bart  Fite  (the  tribal  prosecutor  back  then) 
said  no  court  date  was  set  [for  Byrd  by  Tina  Glory]  because  Byrd's 
attorney  Bliss  planned  to  file  a motion  for  dismissal.  Bliss  said  he 
planned  to  argue  the  case  should  be  dismissed  because  the  tribal 
courthouse  and  the  court  at  the  tribal  complex  were  NOT  in  INDIAN  COUNTRY, 
Fite  said.  Jurisdiction  would  be  in  question  if  that  were  the  case. 

This  is  a very  interesting  argument...  if  that  is  what  Byrd's  "justice 
department"  attorneys,  and  his  criminal  defense  attorney  are  trying  to 
prove,  [complex  is  not  on  Indian  Country]  then  guess  what  folks...  the 
tribe  is  committing  a felony  right  now.  They  are  selling  Indian  cigarettes 
and  gasoline  out  there  at  the  tribal  complex  convenience  store!  We  are 
surprised  that  Diane  Barker  Harrold,  the  DA  hasn't  set  up  her  commando 
troops  and  raided  the  place  for  evidence  and  then  filed  charges  in  STATE 
court  that  the  Cherokee  government  is  operating  illegal  smoke  shops  and 
gas  stations  at  the  tribal  complex  which  the  Chief  and  cohorts  have 
publicly  said  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma  and 
the  DA.  (Was  that  why  they  were  out  there  surveying  the  land  the  other 
day...  mapping  off  the  little  spot  were  the  tribal  convenience  store  is 
so  that  they  quickly  rush  it  into  "trust"  status,  while  stalling  on  the 
same  process  for  the  whole  complex  area  so  the  complex  where  Byrd 
committed  his  crimes  is  not  Indian  Country?] 

Remember  the  "status  conference"  back  in  November  97  called  by  the 
federal  judge  up  in  the  northern  district  wherein  Byrd's  attorney  tries  to 
argue  that  our  courthouse  and  grounds  were  not  Indian  Country,  just  so 
she  and  R.E.  Starr  could  attempt  to  save  Byrd's  behind  once  again  from 
having  to  appear  in  any  court  for  any  reason...  read  it  word  for  word  to 
refresh  your  memory  on  the  Cherokee  News  Path,  link  at  top  of  this  page 
or  go  right  to  the  November  articles  at: 

http: //www.yvwiiusdinvnohii . net/Cherokee/Nov97/Nov97 . htm 

The  Cherokee  News  Path  carries  that  report  and  comments  by  the  Cherokee 
Press  Association  (November  97  articles)...  part  of  it  says... 

Purcell,  Joe  Byrd's  staff  attorney  argues  that  the  DA  (Diane 
Barker-Harrold)  has  jurisdiction  over  the  Cherokee  Nation  Judicial  Branch 
Courthouse.  (Even  the  federal  judge  was  amazed  with  her  argument.) 

Would  an  Indian  Nation  anywhere  in  this  country  make  statements  like 
Byrd's  attorney  Purcell  did  to  a federal  court  judge?  Byrd,  Starr  and 
Purcell  have  betrayed  and  endangered  every  tribe  in  America  with  this 
outrageous  testimony  and  statement  to  a federal  judge!!!! 

The  accurate  word  for  word  transcript  of  status  conference  proceedings  in 
federal  court  concerned  the  civil  rights  case  filed  against  Byrd  ordered 
city,  state,  county  and  federal  officials  by  18  Cherokee  plaintiffs;  and 
the  individual  civil  rights  case  filed  by  Chad  Smith  against  same 
officials  including  Byrd. 

Plaintiffs  filed  suit  after  the  events  of  June  20th  (pre-dawn  raid  take 
over  by  Byrd  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse/  Judicial  Branch  of 
Cherokee  Nation  Government),  and  August  13th  (Service  of  a Court  ordered 
eviction  of  Byrd's  illegal  security/goons  from  the  Judicial  Branch 
Courthouse  was  executed  by  Cherokee  Nation  bailiffs.  The  defendants 
prevented  the  eviction,  arrested  the  bailiff,  Pat  Ragsdale,  and  physically 
injured,  abused  and  violated  plaintiff's  civil  rights  by  preventing  them 
>from  entering  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse) 

If  you  have  friends  in  Indian  Country  anywhere  in  this  nation,  please 
call  them  and  tell  them  that  Joe  Byrd  the  Chief  of  the  Cherokees  is 


endangering  the  sovereignty  of  every  Indian  tribe  in  America.  He  will  do 
anything  to  keep  from  facing  up  to  allegations  of  misappropriation  of 
federal  and  tribal  funds,  even  if  it  means  he  betrays  every  Indian  in 
this  country.  Ask  every  Indian  friend  you  have  to  write  protest  letters 
about  Byrd's  treason  and  betrayal. 

Pressure  must  be  brought  to  bear  on  Byrd  to  step  down,  and  that  he 
should  be  banned,  shunned  and  sanctioned  from  participation  on  any 
Indian  board,  organization,  association  or  congress  in  Indian  America. 

> For  much  more  information  Visit: 

> ''the  People's  WebBBS' ' 

> http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /cgi- bin /WebBBS/ ind ex. cgi 

> Cherokee  News  Path! 

> http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /Cherokee/News/Path . html 

— "RE:  Audit  Leads  to  Charges"  

Date:  Sat,  10  lan  1998  13:42:57  -0600 

From:  Summerfield/Marvin&Linda  <cwyob@mailhost .galstar . com> 

Sub j : Dahlonegah  audit  leads  to  charges-Muskogee  Phoenix-By  Donna  Hales 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper.  The 
Cherokee  Observer.  http://www.cherokeeobserver.org 

The  following  article  was  published  1/10/98  in  the  Muskogee  Daily 

Phoenix. 

It  is  posted  with  permission  from  the  Muskogee  Daily  Phoenix. 


Dahlonegah  audit  leads  to  charges 
Current,  former  board  members  accused  of  embezzlement 
State  superintendent,  prosecutor  called  for  audit 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

Prosecutors  charged  a Dahlonegah  school  board  member  and  a former  board 
member  who  also  is  a Cherokee  tribal  councilor  with  embezzlement  Friday. 

Member  Brenda  Ross  and  former  member  Dora  Mae  Watie,  both  of  rural 
Stilwell,  also  are  charged  with  authorizing  payment  of  $12,124  in  false 
claims  and  seven  violations  of  the  state  Open  Meetings  Act. 

The  claims  involved  overpayments  that  span  four  years  to  11  school 
employees  and  board  members,  including  Ross  and  Watie. 

Arrest  warrants  will  be  issued  for  Ross  and  Watie,  said  District 
Attorney  Dianne  Barker  Harrold. 

"I  expect  to  file  additional  charges  against  other  individuals  in 
connection  with  wrongdoing  at  Dahlonegah  School,"  Frank  Medearis,  an 
assistant  district  attorney  in  Harrold 's  Adair  County  office,  said  Friday. 

If  Watie  is  convicted  of  embezzlement,  a felony,  it  could  have  a major 
effect  on  the  balance  of  power  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  which  has  been  in  a 
constitutional  crisis  for  11  months. 

Watie  is  one  of  eight  councilors  loyal  to  Chief  Doe  Byrd.  No  Cherokee 
can  hold  tribal  office  after  being  convicted  of  a felony.  Should  Watie  be 
convicted  and  removed  from  the  council,  Byrd's  balance  of  power  on  the 
council  could  be  7-7. 

If  Watie  should  have  to  be  released,  councilors  would  elect  a 
replacement . 

Harrold  said  she  realizes  that  the  felony  charge  against  Watie  "has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  cherokee  Nation  and  everything  to  do  with  the 
Cherokee  Nation . " 

Harrold,  who  is  Cherokee,  said  she  has  no  allegiance  to  Byrd  and  doesn't 
perceive  herself  as  having  a role  with  the  Cherokee  Nation  other  than  as  a 
tribal  member. 

"We  did  this  like  we  would  any  other  criminal  case  - by  the  book  - and 
no  one  at  the  Cherokee  Nation  has  been  notified,"  Harrold  said. 

The  state  audit  report  released  Friday  states  all  illegal  payments  may 
not  have  been  discovered  because  of  missing  records. 

Records  for  two  years  were  missing  on  Sept.  16,  when  auditors  arrived  at 


the  school , although  they  had  been  at  the  school  the  day  before. 

The  missing  records  "mysteriously  appeared"  in  an  area  searched  two  days 
before,  auditors  said.  But  documents  relating  to  board  members'  travel 
reimbursements  and  credit  card  payments  still  are  missing. 

Auditors  partially  reconstructed  the  records,  but  some  credit  card 
billing  receipts  still  are  missing. 

Ross  is  charged  with  two  counts  of  embezzlement,  involving  a total  of  $2 
034.30.  Watie  is  charged  with  one  count  of  embezzling  $512.35. 

State  Superintendent  of  Instruction  Sandy  Garrett  and  Harrold  asked  for 
an  investigative  audit  in  September  1997,  at  the  request  of  residents  and 
former  school  district  employees. 

Garrett's  staff  is  operating  the  school  of  about  80  students, 
kindergarten  through  eighth  grade. 


THE  AUDIT 

The  following  are  findings  of  State  Auditor  and  Inspector  Clifton 
Scott's  office  and  refer  to  an  audit  of  Dahlonegah  School: 

$-Dahlonegah  school  board  member  Brenda  Ross  admitted  using  a school 
credit  card  to  pay  a collection  company  and  personal  cable  television 
bills . 

She  said  she  reimbursed  the  school,  but  the  former  school  treasurer  said 
no  payments  were  received. 

$-Ross  and  former  board  member  Dora  Mae  Watie  admitted,  to  the  Phoenix, 
to  charging  airline  tickets  in  1996,  for  a non-school  related,  event. 

The  women  said  they  reimbursed  the  school's  treasurer  in  cash  and 
received  no  receipt.  The  former  treasurer,  in  a sworn  statement,  said  she 
never  received  payment. 

$-The  school  credit  card  also  was  used  to  pay  for  airline  tickets  for 
board  members  relatives. 

Auditors  recommend  the  current  school  board  seek  full  restitution  for 
personal  items  purchased  on  school  credit  cards  and  excess  travel  of  $3, 
195  by  Ross  and  $2,877.50  by  Watie. 

Investigators  pointed  out  an  "extraordinary  amount  of  travel  expenses" 
totaling  nearly  $37,800  in  four  years. 

District  Attorney  Dianne  Barker  Harrold  said  that  compares  to  a travel 
allowance  budget  of  $14,000  for  her  and  40  employees,  excluding  the  child 
support  division  in  her  four  counties:  Adair,  Cherokee,  Wagoner  and 
Sequoyah . 

$-Board  members  and  administrators  charged  meals  to  the  school  credit 
card  even  though  they  received  advance  payment  for  the  meals. 

Dahlonegah  school  employees  and  board  members  were  reimbursed  $65  a day 
for  meals  for  in-state  meals  and  $100  a day  for  meals  out  of  state.  State 
law  allows  $25  a day  in-state  and  $26  a day  when  traveling  out  of  state, 
but  only  if  overnight  travel  is  involved.  That  wasn't  required  by 
Dahlonegah,  auditors  said. 

$-3oe  King,  hired  as  treasurer  of  the  school  in  3uly,  was  charged  in 
September  1997  with  two  felonies  in  connection  with  alleged  improper 
payments  to  himself  from  school  funds. 

$-An  encumbrance  clerk's  signature  appeared  to  have  been  forged  on 
purchase  orders,  most  of  which  were  made  after  purchases  instead  of  before 

$-Executive  sessions  were  listed  on  meeting  agendas  for  matters  that 
can't  be  legally  discussed  in  executive  sessions. 

$-The  audit  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Dune  30,  1996,  is 
inaccurate.  It  also  appears  there  was  negligence  in  the  preparation  of 
the  1996-97  estimate  of  needs. 


POSSIBLE  PUNISHMENT 

EMBEZZLEMENT : Up  to  20  years  in  prison 

OPEN  MEETING  ACT  VIOLATION:  Maximum  sentence  of  one  year  in  the  county 
jail  and/or  a fine  of  not  less  than  $1,000. 

FALSE  CLAIMS:  One  year  in  the  county  jail  and/or  a minimum  $1,000  fine. 

"RE : Shut  Down  Bingo  Devices"  


Date:  Mon,  05  Han  1998  08:43:50  -0600 

From:  Summerfield/Marvin&Linda  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Shut  down  bingo  devices  running  early  Thursday-Muskogee  Phoenix-By  Donna  Hales 


Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  article  was  published  Dan  2,  1998  in  the  Muskogee  Daily 
Phoenix.  It  is  posted  by  the  Cherokee  Observer  with  permission  from  the 
Phoenix.  Check  out  other  top  news  stories  http://www.cherokeeobserver.org 

Shut  down  bingo  devices  running  early  Thursday 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 


About  2,000  MegaMania  electronic  bingo  games  across  the  nation  shut  down 
New  Year's  Eve  by  federal  agents  were  running  by  9 a.m.  Thursday. 

Still  not  in  use  are  more  than  300  Megamania  machines  in  bingo  parlors 
in  Catoosa,  West  Siloam  Springs  and  Grove. 

The  federal  action  targeted  Multimedia  Games  Inc.  of  tulsa,  which  makes 
and  operates  MegaMania  devices  used  by  Cherokee,  Choctaw  and  other  tribes 
in  Oklahoma  and  the  nation. 

Tribes  don't  like  to  lose  use  of  the  money-making  machines  and  helped 
move  Multimedia's  base  of  operations  from  a Choctaw  bingo  parlor  in 
Canadian  to  a chickasaw  bingo  parlor  in  Thackerville . 

Employees  at  the  Cherokee  Nation's  Bingo  Outpost  in  Roland  said  Thursday 
MegaMania  machines  were  "up  and  running." 

Employees  at  the  Swinamish  Casino  in  Anacotes,  Wash.,  and  at  the 
Chickasaw  parlor  in  Thackerville  said  MegaMania  machines  were  back  on  line 
by  2 a.m.  Thursday. 

Tribal  officials  claim  the  games  are  legal  and  cite  correspondence  from 
the  regulatory  agency  appointed  by  Congress,  the  National  Indian  Gaming 
commission . 

But  U.S.  Attorney  Steve  Lewis  of  Tulsa,  chief  federal  prosecutor  in  the 
U.S.  Northern  district  of  Oklahoma,  convinced  a federal  judge  Wednesday  to 
authorize  search  and  seizure  warrants  for: 

*-162  MegaMania  machines  at  the  Cherokee  Nation  Bingo  Outpost  in  Catoosa 
and  40  machines  at  the  tribe's  bingo  hall  at  West  Siloam  Springs. 

*-53  machines  and  other  equipment  at  Seneca-Cayuga  Bingo  in  Grove. 

*-An  automated  bingo  blower  machine  and  other  equipment  at  the  Choctaw 
Arrowhead  Resort  at  Canadian. 

Lewis  is  requesting  forfeiture  of  the  MegaMania  devices,  alleging  there 
is  probable  causes  to  believe  "they  were  used  to  conduct  an  illegal 
gambling  business"  violating  federal  law. 

The  Cherokee's  Roland  bingo  parlor  wasn't  included  in  the  federal 
warrant  and  is  operating  MegaMania  now  that  Multimedia's  system  is  on  line. 

But  the  Cherokees  have  agreed  not  to  operate  MegaMania  machines  in  the  U. 
S.  Northern  District  of  Oklahoma,  Catoosa  and  West  Siloam  Springs,  until 
the  matter  is  settled  in  court. 

Multimedia  President  Larry  Montgomery  couldn't  be  reached  for  comment. 
Tribal  leaders  say  federal  court  action  is  expected  to  be  filed  today 
seeking  an  injunction  barring  Lewis  from  shutting  down  the  MegaMania 
machines  pending  the  outcome  of  a hearing. 

The  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission  earlier  notified  the  tribes  that 
MegaMania  electronic  games  are  Class  II  gaming  "and  not  subject  to  a U.S. 
attorney's  review",  said  Dess  Green,  an  attorney  who  represents  five 
Indian  tribes,  including  the  Chickasaws  and  the  Seneca-Cayura . 

Lewis  contends  the  machines  are  classified  as  Class  III  games,  casino- 
-style  games  outlawed  in  Oklahoma.  MegaMania  machines  operate  like  slot 
machines,  except  a cashier  pays  the  player  winnings,  investigators  said. 

Gary  Pitchlyn,  gaming  attorney  for  the  Choctaw  Nation,  alleges  Lewis  is 
in  conflict  with  a federal  agency  which  regulates  gaming  and  is  acting  on 
his  own  or  "overreacting. " 

Lewis  has  declined  comment  because  of  the  active  investigation. 

"RE : Councilor  Demands  Release  of  Bonus  Information"  
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Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper,  the 
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The  following  article  was  published  1/10/98  in  the  Muskogee  Daily 

Phoenix. 

It  is  posted  with  permission  from  the  Muskogee  Daily  Phoenix. 


Councilor  demands  release  of 
bonus  information 

Law  mandates  information  release,  councilor  says 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

A tribal  councilor  who  was  denied  information  on  bonuses  to  high-ranking 
Cherokee  officials  asked  the  tribe's  highest  court  Friday  to  order  the 
information  released. 

Harold  DeMoss,  chairman  of  the  executive  and  finance  committee,  which  is 
charged  with  monitoring  the  budget  and  finances  of  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
was  deneid  the  information  on  Dec.  31. 

The  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  ruled  in  February  1997  that  such 
information  is  public  and  subject  to  disclosure. 

Cherokee  Human  Resources  Director  Ervin  Rock  wrote  in  a Dec.  31  memo  to 
release  the  information  would  be  a "violation  of  privacy"  without  employee 
permission . 

Employment  agreements  prohibit  the  information  being  given  out  without  a 
court  subpoena.  Rock  wrote. 

If  that's  the  case,  it  is  an  illegal  agreement,  said  DeMoss'  attorney, 
Nate  Young,  III. 

It  would  be  like  Gov.  Frank  Keating  trying  to  keep  the  salary  of  one  of 
his  aides  private.  Young  said. 

DeMoss'  suit  states  salaries  and  bonuses  paid  to  Cherokee  officials  come 
from  tribal  funds  budgeted  and  authorized  by  the  tribal  council. 

"If  we  can  find  out  the  travel,  salary  and  contract  amount  - why  can't 
we  find  out  about  bonuses?"  Young  said.  "It;s  outrageous.  It's  an 
insult  to  a previous  ruling  of  the  court  and  an  insult  to  the  Cherokee 
people. " 

Young  referred  to  a ruling  in  a case  filed  in  February  by  Councilor 
Barbara  Starr  Scott  after  Chief  Joe  Byrd  withheld  financial  information  on 
a tribal  judge's  contract. 

The  tribunal  ruled  the  information  was  public,  but  Byrd  still  refused  to 
release  it. 

DeMoss  then  asked  tribal  marshals  to  obtain  a search  warrant  to  seize 
that  information  and  more.  Evidence  seized  led  to  two  charges  of 
diversion  of  funds  against  Byrd  in  tribal  court. 

The  action  led  to  a constitutional  crisis  now  in  its  11th  month. 

Byrd's  spokeswoman,  Lynn  Adair,  said  Friday  that  the  tribe's  only 
response  is:  "This  is  confidential  employe  information  and  to  divulge  it 
would  be  outside  our  authority," 

DeMoss'  filing  states  he  is  mandated  by  Cherokee  law  to  use  legal  action 
to  get  the  information  which  is  needed  for  the  budgeting  process. 

DeMoss  said  he  especially  wants  to  know  who  determines  who  gets  a bonus 
and  the  criteria  for  getting  one. 

His  suit  states  the  administration's  actions  are  "oppressive,  malicious 
and  in  bad  faith"  and  a violation  of  tribal  law. 

DeMoss  wants  bonus  information  on:  Rock;  George  Thomas,  chief  of  staff; 
Jennie  Battles,  chief  financial  officer  and  secretary-treasurer;  Rick 
Robinson,  director  of  education;  Bud  Squirrel,  director  of  community 
development;  and  Gary  Stopp,  an  assistant  to  Thomas. 

Defendants  are  Byrd;  Battles;  Jamie  Hummingbird,  special  assistant  to 
Thomas;  and  Rock. 

"Byrd  is  suing  (former  Chief)  Wilma  Mankiller  for  paying  severance  pay  - 
and  he's  out  paying  bonuses,"  Young  said. 


He  said  of  special  concern  is  a bonus  to  Battles,  who  earns  $81,000  a 
year  and  is  under  investigation  by  the  FBI  for  allegedly  embezzling  money 
from  the  Cherokee  Nation  Housing  Authority  while  it's  chief  financial 
officer. 

Authority  records  show  Battles  wired  money  from  a Housing  Authority 
account  of  payments  on  her  home  mortgage.  Battles  said  earlier  any 
authority  money  used  by  her  was  due  her  under  an  arrangement  for  extra 
work. 

The  federal  investigation  now  includes  whether  housing  authority  funds 
were  used  to  further  Byrd's  1995  campaign  for  chief.  Byrd,  who  was  a 
housing  authority  commissioner  at  the  time,  has  denied  they  were. 

"A  well-informed  little  bird  has  told  us  Jennie  received  a $10,000  bonus 
" Young  said,  but  declined  to  elaborate." 

He  said  the  timing  of  any  bonus  to  Battles  might  be  of  special  concern 
to  federal  investigators. 


HISTORY 

The  Cherokee  crisis,  now  in  its  11th  month,  started  in  February  after  a 
tribal  councilor,  Barbara  Starr  Scott,  filed  suit  against  the  chief  for 
failing  to  reveal  tribal  financial  information. 

The  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  ruled  the  information  was  public  record, 
but  Chief  Joe  Byrd  still  refused  to  release  it. 

Another  tribal  councilor,  Harold  DeMoss,  then  asked  the  chief  tribal 
marshal  to  obtain  a search  warrant  to  retrieve  that  information  and  more. 

Byrd  fired  tribal  marshals  after  they  seized  evidence  leading  to  two 
criminal  charges  of  diversion  of  funds  against  him  in  tribal  court. 

Byrd  is  accused  of  diverting  $23,419  to  pay  for  services  a contract 
employee  of  the  tribe  rendered  to  the  Democratic  National  Committee. 

He  also  is  accused  of  diverting  more  than  $60,000  to  outside  attorneys, 
including  his  wife's  brother-in-law. 

Byrd  ignored  a Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  order  to  reinstate  the  marshals 

Handwritten  notes  from  Byrd's  chief  of  staff  recently  obtained  by  the 
Phoenix  laid  out  a scheme  for  Byrd  to  "defy"  the  court,  "work"  councilors 
to  impeach  the  tribunal  justices  and  declare  a constitutional  crisis  in 
order  to  gain  federal  intervention  and  prevent  Byrd's  arrest. 

Chief  of  Staff  George  Thomas  has  refused  comment,  except  to  say  the 
notes  weren't  supposed  to  be  made  public. 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  police  took  over  tribal  law  enforcement  in 
April.  In  May,  Byrd  fired  the  judge  who  issued  a warrant  for  his  arrest. 
Drew  Wilcoxen.  Byrd  claimed  Wilcoxen 's  term  should  have  been  up  the  month 
before.  Tribal  records  reflect  his  terms  ends  February  1999. 

Eight  Byrd  loyalists  on  the  15-member  tribal  council  illegally  impeached 
the  tribunal  justices.  Byrd  then  seized  the  tribal  courthouse  in  a 
predawn  raid  on  June  20  and  closed  it. 

He  later  fired  the  tribal  prosecutor  who  filed  charges  against  him. 

Only  after  the  U.S.  Departments  of  Justice  and  Interior  summoned  Byrd  to 
Washington,  D.C.  in  August  to  negotiate  a peace  agreement,  did  Byrd  rehire 
the  marshals  and  reopen  the  courthouse  to  the  tribunal  and  court  personnel 

He  still  harbors  what  has  been  ruled  an  illegal  district  court  at  the 
tribal  complex. 

Byrd  did  not  reinstate  Wilcoxen  or  former  tribal  prosecutor  A.  Diane 
Blalock. 

Byrd  named  J.DeWayne  Littlejohn  of  Stilwell  as  associate  district  judge 
in  June.  His  first  official  act  was  to  arraign  Byrd  at  the  tribal  complex 
and  cancel  the  arrest  warrant. 

Byrd  pleaded  not  guilty  and  asked  for  a jury  trial,  which  was  scheduled 
for  Dec.  15  but  didn't  take  place.  A tribal  councilor  uncovered  the 
information  this  week. 

Byrd  declined  comment.  Littlejohn  told  the  Associated  Press  Friday  that 
he  did  nothing  wrong. 

A panel  of  three  legal  experts  commissioned  by  the  council  to  give  an 
assessment  of  what  prompted  the  constitutional  crisis,  the  Massad 
Commission,  agreed  with  the  tribunal  that  the  public  is  entitled  to 


information  on  how  tribal  funds  are  spent.  It  was  one  of  their  strongest 
recommendations . 

Byrd  promised  U.S.  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  he  would  abide  by 
the  Massad  Commission  ruling. 

"RE : Big  Mountain  Resisters"  

Date:  Sat,  10  lan  1998  13:00:56  -0500 

From:  "elaine  flattery"  <flattery@primeline. com> 

Sub j : First  Nations:  Big  Mountain  Resisters  - Midwestern  Tour 

UUCP  email 

For  Immediate  Press  Release 
Twin  Cities  Dineh  Defense  Alliance 

Three  Generations  of  Big  Mountain  Resisters  on  Midwestern  Speaking  Tour: 

Dee  Watchman,  an  elder  who  has  represented  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  at 
the  United  Nations;  Lawrence  Altsisi,  a resistor  from  Big  Mountain;  and  his 
nephew,  Chris  Interpreter;  will  begin  a month  long  speaking  tour  to  rally 
support  to  their  situation  at  Black  Mesa,  near  Big  Mountain,  Arizona. 

Since  1974,  and  the  passage  of  P.L. 93-531,  the  Dineh  (Navajo)  at  Big 
Mountain  have  been  resisting  forced  relocation  by  the  hands  of  the  U.S. 
Government  and  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company.  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company 
has  leases  with  both  the  Flopi  and  Navajo  Tribal  Governments,  and  through  an 
expensive  public  relations  campaign,  has  managed  to  convince  the  media  that 
this  is  a simple  "ethnic  land  dispute"  between  the  Dineh  and  Flopi  Peoples. 
While  the  media  and  Congress  buy  into  this  misrepresentation  of  the  facts, 
Peabody  Coal  Company  continues  to  operate  its  strip  coal  mines  at  Black 
Mesa  to  fuel  large  power  plants  in  the  four  corners  region  and  70%  of  the 
Navajo  Nation  has  no  electricity.  The  environmental  destruction  from  the 
mining  of  coal,  uranium  and  other  minerals  is  a self -fufilling  prophesy  of 
the  decision  made  by  the  U.S.  Government  in  the  1970's  to  turn  the  Four 
Corners  region  into  a Nation  Sacrifice  Area. 

Both  the  Flopi  and  the  Dineh  nations  are  the  recipients  of  a cynical  divide 
and  conquer  tactic,  and  the  majority  of  Americans  know  nothing  of  the 
largest  forced  relocation  of  Native  Americans  this  century  that  is  being 
financed  by  their  tax  dollars. 

Let  the  Dineh  speak  for  themselves  and  be  heard!  They  believe  that  if 
the  majority  of  Americans  knew  what  their  tax  dollars  were  financing,  they 
would  rise  up  and  stop  this  destruction  of  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation's  way 
of  life. 

Midwestern  Speaking  Tour:  Dates  and  Locations 

Saturday,  February  7th,  1998:  Lincoln,  Nebraska 

Sunday,  February  8th:  Omaha,  Nebraska 

Monday,  February  9th:  Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Tuesday,  February  10th:  Grinnell  College,  Iowa 

Thursday,  February  12th-14th:  Twin  Cities,  Minnesota 

Sunday,  February  15th:  Duluth,  Minnesota 

Monday,  February  16th:  Northland  College,  Ashland,  WI 

Tuesday,  February  17th:  University  of  Wisconsin,  River  Falls,  WI 

Wednesday,  February  18th:  University  of  Wisconsin,  Stout,  WI 

Thursday,  February  19th:  Chicago,  IL 

Friday,  February  20th:  Lansing,  Michigan 

Saturday,  February  21st:  Detroit,  Michigan 

Monday,  February  23rd:  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Wednesday,  February  24th:  Pittsburgh,  Penn  (home  of  Peabody  Coal  Company) 
Thursday,  February  25th:  Columbus,  Ohio 
Friday,  February  26th:  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Press  Contact:  David  Miller  or  Whitney  Fink 
Phone:  (612)  362-5964 

"RE;  Aboriginal  Awards"  


Date:  Fri,  09  Ian  1998  18:45:30  -0500 


From:  "Robert  K.  Scott"  <cit@interlog. com> 

Sub j : Aboriginal  Awards 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre  | North  America's  Leading 

401  Richmond  Street  West,  Suite  260  | Aboriginal  Theatre 

Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada,  M5V  1X3  | Training  Centre 

http: //www. interlog.com/~cit/cit . html  | 
cit@interlog.com  j EST : 1974 

1998  lames  Buller  Awards  for  Aboriginal  Theatre  Excellence 

Nominations  are  now  open  for  the  1998  lames  Buller  Awards  for  Aboriginal 
Theatre  Excellence.  The  lames  Buller  Awards  recognize  Aboriginal 
achievement  in  the  fields  of  theatre,  film  and  television. 

The  awards  are  named  in  honour  of  the  late  lames  H Buller,  founder  of 
THE  CENTRE  FOR  INDIGENOUS  THEATRE'S  Native  Theatre  School  program,  in 
recognition  of  the  incredible  amount  of  work  he  accomplished  for 
Aboriginal  performing  artists.  The  nomination  and  voting  processes  have 
remained  the  same  as  in  past  years  with  one  difference.  The  recipient 
in  the  Advancement  of  Aboriginal  Theatre  category  will  be  selected  by  the 
Advisory  Council  and  management  of  THE  CENTRE  FOR  INDIGENOUS  THEATRE. 

Nominations  can  be  made  in  the  categories  of  Male  Performer  of  the  Year, 
Female  Performer  of  the  Year,  Playwright  of  the  Year  and  The  Advancement 
of  Aboriginal  Theatre.  The  top  three  names  (by  number  of  nominations) 
will  be  placed  on  the  final  ballots  to  be  sent  to  members  of  THE  CENTRE 
FOR  INDIGENOUS  THEATRE  for  voting  of  the  recipient. 

Past  recipients  of  the  awards  include  Billy  Merasty,  Gary  Farmer,  Pamela 
Matthews,  Jennifer  Podemski,  Daniel  David  Moses,  Drew  Hayden  Taylor, 

Marrie  Mumford  and  Native  Earth  Performing  Arts  Inc. 

Criteria  for  nomination  is  as  followed: 

1.  Each  nominee  will  be  of  Aboriginal,  Metis  or  Inuit  descent  and/or  be 
involved  in  that  cultures  theatre  arts. 

2.  Each  nominee  will  have  shown  an  overall  excellence  in  Aboriginal 
theatre  (acting  or  performance  development)  including  promoting  and 
raising  the  profile  of  Aboriginal  theatre  in  North  America. 

3.  Each  nominee  will  have  demonstrated  a commitment  to  the  development 
and  advancement  of  Aboriginal  theatre  arts  and  it's  forms. 

4.  In  the  advancement  of  Aboriginal  theatre  category,  the  award  will  be 
presented  to  an  individual  or  organization  that  has  successfully  raised 
the  profile  of  Aboriginal  theatre  in  North  America  or  has  done 
groundbreaking  work  in  the  filed. 

If  you  would  like  to  nominate  a person  or  organizations  please  send  a 
Letter  of  Nomination  to  THE  CENTRE  FOR  INDIGENOUS  THEATRE  and  please 
include  as  much  of  the  following  information  as  you  can. 

Nominee  Information: 

1.  Name,  address  and  telephone  number. 

2.  A short  statement  on  the  nominees  involvement  in  Aboriginal  theatre. 

3.  A short  statement  on  your  reason  for  the  nomination. 

Nominator  Information: 

1.  Name  and  number  (will  only  be  used  as  a reference). 

You  can  nominate  as  many  individuals  or  organizations  that  you  wish  in 
each  category. 

Please  send  your  Letters  of  Nominations  to: 

Robert  K.  Scott 

1998  James  Buller  Awards  Co-ordinator 
c/o  The  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre 
401  Richmond  Street  West,  Suite  260 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 
M5V  1X3 
or 


cit@intenlog.com 

Nominations  must  be  received  before  March  23 , 1998. 

"RE : Thoughts  on  the  Aboriginal  Awards"  

Date:  Sun,  11  Ian  1998  23:11:35  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Re  "Awards" 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

In  article  <34B6B69A.42AC@interlog. com>,  cit@interlog.com  wrote: 

> 1998  lames  Buller  Awards  for  Aboriginal  Theatre  Excellence 

> The  awards  are  named  in  honour  of  the  late  lames  H Buller, 

> founder  of  THE  CENTRE  FOR  INDIGENOUS  THEATRE'S  Native 

> Theatre  School  program,  in  recognition  of  the  incredible 

> amount  of  work  he  accomplished  for  Aboriginal  performing 

> artists. 

A suggestion  for  you  folks... 

Ask  Kim  Bell  (Mohawk  Toronto-resident  symphony  conductor)  what  happened 
at  the  Aboriginal  Career  Symposium  in  Ottawa  last  Nov  13-15.  Three  Native 
students  were  awarded  some  plaque  or  trophy  by  Kim  & during  his 
presentation  speech,  he  actually  got  up  on  that  stage  in  front  of 
1200-1500  young  people  & quite  a few  elders  from  right  across  Canada  & 
stated  that  the  "Aboriginal  Achievement  Awards"  were,  "...  the  highest 
honour  that  any  Indian  could  ever  receive."  In  short,  he  spoke  from 
between  his  lower  cheeks  instead  of  his  uppers.  The  elders  were,  quite 
rightfully  furious,  asked  him  if  he  knew  what  an  eagle  feather  was  & 
walked  out.  All  of  them.  I brought  them  feathers  first  thing  the  next 
morning.  (Sorry.  Nope.  Can't  send  you  one.  I hold  them  for  elders  only.) 

At  the  closing  assembly  of  those  1500  young  people  the  elders,  lead  by 
Nishnawbe  elder  Wilfred  Peltier  from  Wikwemikong  on  Manitoulin  Island,  moved 
up  onto  the  stage,  throwing  script  out  the  window.  They  called  up  the 
three  who  had  been  given  the  chunks  of  plastic  & that  crap  about  them  being 
"the  highest  award  any  Indian  could  receive".  The  elders  then  explained  to 
the  hushed  audience  about  what  the  gift  of  eagle  represents,  how  it  should 
be  treated,  how  it  should  be  cared  for,  and  what  it  means.  Then  they  did  a 
formal  presentation  ceremony  & gave  each  of  those  young  people  a feather. 

Which  'award'  do  you  think  will  mean  more  to  those  young  people  & to  those 
1500  that  were  there?  One  award  was  for  recognition  by  an  "institution". 

The  other  was  recognition  by  the  Creator.  One  made  them  feel  like 
achievers.  The  other  made  them  feel  like  Indian  achievers. 

Not  knocking  his  memory  or  your  intentions,  but  if  this  lames  Buller  Award 
is  anything  like  the  sickly  imitation  "Oscars"  that  are  the  "Aboriginal 
Achievement  Awards"  that  parade  across  the  TV  each  year  here  in  Canada, 
just  whose  culture  do  they  "promote  & enhance"?  Give  plaques,  degrees, 
certificates,  trophies  or  any  other  pretty  thing  you  feel  like,  but  if  the 
gift  of  eagle,  to  those  that  one's  Creator,  one's  Nation  & one's  family 
recognize,  given  by  one's  elders  is  not  in  the  picture,  it's  not  much  of  a 
"Native"  prize, 
with  respect . . . 

"RE;  BLM  vs  Western  Shoshone" 

Date:  Sat,  10  lan  1998  11:34:16  -0500 

From:  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project  <wsdp@igc . org> 

Sub j : BLM  vs.  W. Shoshone 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

**URGENT  ACTION  NEEDED  IMMEDIATELY** 

RUMORS  OF  BLM  CONFISCATION  OF  WESTERN  SHOSHONE  LIVESTOCK  NEXT  WEEK 
PLEASE  CALL  OR  FAX  THE  BLM  IMMEDIATELY! ! 


lanuary  8,  1998 


Next  week,  the  BLM  may  attempt  to  confiscate  livestock  tended  by  Mary  and 
Carrie  Dann,  Western  Shoshone  elders  in  Crescent  Valley,  Nevada.  Typically, 
both  a Notice  of  Trespass  and  a subsequent  Notice  of  Impoundment  are 
issued  prior  to  livestock  confiscations.  Neither  have  been  issued,  yet  the 
BLM  may  be  trying  to  find  a loophole  and  proceed  with  the  roundup  with 
little  public  notification. 

We  need  phone  calls  and  faxes  to  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
IMMEDIATELY!  They  need  to  know  that  other  indigenous  peoples,  U.S. 
citizens  and  the  international  community  will  not  accept  this  kind  of 
treatment  towards  the  Western  Shoshone.  Please  inform  them  of  your 
willingness  to  stand  up  for  the  rights  of  the  Western  Shoshone  and  to  hold 
the  U.S  government  accountable  on  an  international  level. 

Local  BLM:  Helen  Hankins,  Elko  District  Manager  Ph:702-753-0200 
Fax:702-753-0255 

State  BLM  Director,  Robert  Abbey  Ph :702-785-6590 

National  BLM  Director  Patrick  Shea  Ph:  202-208-5717  Fax:  202-208-4152 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
(Alert  Distributed  December,  1997.) 

The  United  States  government  has  once  again  resumed  it  efforts  to  destroy 
Western  Shoshone  sovereignty  by  moving  to  impound  livestock  belonging  to 
Western  Shoshone  citizens  from  the  Wells,  South  Fork,  Odgers  Ranch  and 
Dann  Ranch  communities.  On  October  1st  1997,  Elko  BLM  District  Manager 
Helen  Hankins  gave  notice  of  their  intent  to  confiscate  "unauthorized 
livestock  grazing  upon  public  land"  for  areas  used  by  Western  Shoshone 
from  Wells,  South  Fork  and  Odgers  Ranch.  While  Western  Shoshone 
livestock  had  been  brought  off  the  range  by  this  date,  the  notice  is 
legally  binding  for  12  months.  This  creates  the  possibility  of 
confiscation  when  the  cattle  are  returned  to  the  range  in  the  spring. 

On  November  10th,  new  Nevada  State  BLM  director  Robert  Abbey  and  other 
BLM  officials  visited  the  Western  Shoshone  Dann  Ranch.  Mary  and  Carrie 
Dann  were  informed  they  were  in  trespass  for  allowing  their  horses  and 
cows  to  graze  on  land  claimed  by  the  U.S.  government.  Director  Abbey 
explained,  "it  is  our  intent  to  enforce  these  regulations ...  it  is  my  goal 
to  have  a final  resolution."  The  Danns  politely  informed  the  BLM  that 
they  would  happily  comply  with  the  BLM's  rules  when  provided  with 
documentation  of  how  the  U.S.  acquired  Western  Shoshone  land.  Until  then, 
they  would  continue  to  use  their  ancestral  land.  "There  will  be  a 
resistance,"  explained  Carrie  Dann  in  response  to  the  BLM's  threats. 

For  decades  Western  Shoshone  citizens  have  defied  U.S.  efforts  to  force 
them  to  pay  money  for  the  use  of  their  traditional  lands.  In  recent  years 
the  BLM  has  attempted  to  force  compliance  through  various  methods 
including  outright  confiscation  of  livestock  (Dann  Ranch,  1992)  as  well  as 
presenting  individual  Western  Shoshone  enormous  fines.  The  latter 
strategy  has  proved  fruitful,  forcing  Western  Shoshone  from  Yomba  and 
Duckwater  to  sign  agreements  with  the  BLM  or  be  bankrupted  and  forced  into 
debt  by  BLM  penalties. 

We  need  to  let  the  officials  in  Washington  D.C.  know  that  U.S.  citizens 
and  the  international  community  will  not  accept  this  kind  of  treatment 
towards  the  Western  Shoshone.  Please  inform  them  of  your  willingness  to 
stand  up  for  the  rights  of  the  Western  Shoshone  and  to  hold  the  U.S 
government  accountable  on  an  international  level. 

This  most  recent  escalation  by  the  BLM  represents  a continuing  attack  on 
the  human  rights  of  the  Western  Shoshone  people.  At  a time  when  the 
largest  amounts  of  gold  in  U.S.  history  are  being  removed  from  Western 
Shoshone  lands  without  a cent  in  royalties  going  to  the  Western  Shoshone 
or  the  U.S.  public,  we  find  it  ironic  that  the  U.S.  government  is 
expending  time  and  money  to  force  Western  Shoshone  to  pay  for  the  use  of 
these  same  lands.  These  lands,  defined  in  the  1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley, 
have  never  been  ceded  or  transferred  to  the  U.S.  The  continuing  refusal 
of  the  U.S.  to  consider  Western  Shoshone  land  rights  is  indefensible. 

Please  write  or  call  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt  and  send 
copies  of  letters  to  the  following  officials.  The  WSDP  would  also 
appreciate  copies  of  your  letters  as  well  as  any  responses.  People  willing 
to  assist  the  Western  Shoshone  in  non-violently  resisting  round-ups  should 
contact  the  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project. 


Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  U.S.  Department  of  Interior,  18th 
and  C St.  NW,  Washington  D.C.  20240  ph:  202-208-7251  Fax:202-208-6950 
National  BLM  Director  Patrick  Shea,  1849  C St.  NW,  Washington  DC  20240 
ph:  202-208-5717,  fax:  202-208-4152 

Nevada  State  BLM  Director  Robert  Abbey,  850  Harvard  Way,  Reno,  Nevada 
89502-2055  ph : 702-785-6590 

U.S.  Attorney  General  lanet  Reno,  Dept,  of  lustice,  950  Pennsylvania  Ave.,NW 
Rm  4400,  Washington,  D.C.,  20530-0001  ph:  202-514-2001,  fax:  202-514-4371 
U.S.  Secretary  of  State  Madeleine  Albright,  2201C  St.,  NW,  Washington,  D.C., 
20520,  ph:  202-647-5291,  fax:  202-647-6434 

President  William  3.  Clinton,  The  White  House,  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 
Washington  D.C.  20500  ph:  202-456-1111,  fax:  202-456-2461  email: 
president@whitehouse.gov 


Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project 
PO  Box  211106 

Crescent  Valley,  Nevada  89821 
Ph:  702-468-0230  Fax:  702-468-0230 

http://www.alphacdc.com/wsdp/  and  http://www.teleport.com/ 
~amt/planetpeace/wsdp 

"RE : More  Buffalo  Saved"  

Date:  Tue,  13  Ian  1998  05:32:41  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  <rosalie@enetis . net> 

Sub j : buffalo  nations  update-  more  saved  (fwd) 

UUCP  email 

My  name  is  Rosalie  Little  Thunder.  I am  of  the  Sicangu  band  of  the  Lakota 
Nation.  I hold  no  position  of  power  and  I hold  no  wealth,  but  I do  have  an 
important  message  for  you. 

Historically,  the  buffalo  were  critically  essential  to  our  survival 
and  were  the  center  of  our  culture.  We  hold  them  sacred  (we,  who 
hold  fast  to  the  laws  and  sacredness  of  the  natural  world).  For  many  of 
our  people,  especially  our  elders,  the  slaughter  was  a horrendous  tragedy, 
reminding  us  of  similar  massacres  of  our  people  in  the  not-so-distant 
past.  I am  a descendant-survivor  of  two  massacres:  the  1855  Little  Thunder 
massacre  in  Nebraska  (within  the  boundaries  of  the  1851  treaty  territory) 
and  the  Sand  Creek  massacre  ten  years  later.  But  that  is  not  unique;  all 
native  people  in  this  country  have  haunting  massacre  histories. 

In  the  late  1800' s,  60  million  or  more  buffalo  were  mindlessly 
slaughtered,  in  a very  deliberate,  calculated  move  to  starve  and  conquer 
the  native  people.  The  buffalo  were  slaughtered,  we  were  slaughtered,  the 
buffalo  are  being  slaughtered  again.... 

Like  the  two  sides  of  the  buffalo/Indian-head  nickel,  we  are  synonymous; 
two  sides  of  a single  coin.  We,  and  the  buffalo,  share  a common 
history  that  we  dare  not  forget.  We  may  be  generations  and  miles  removed 
from  the  buffalo,  but  according  to  the  wisdom  of  thousands  of  years  of 
existence  in  the  natural  world  and  interdependence  with  the  buffalo,  we 
hold  a belief;  a prophecy  of  an  inseparable  destiny. 

Surely,  as  a leader,  you  must  at  least  understand  the  challenge  of  being 
responsible  for  not  only  the  people,  here  and  now,  but  also  for  future 
generations.  "In  every  deliberation,  we  must  consider  the  impact  upon  the 
7th  generation"  was  the  challenge  of  our  traditional  leadership. 

If  the  sacredness  of  the  buffalo  is  so  difficult  a concept  to  understand, 
then  consider  this:  science  recognizes  the  buffalo  as  a keystone  species 
of  the  ecosystem  and  like  us,  who  serve  as  "miners'  canaries"  for 
humanity,  the  buffalo  too  serve  as  such  for  the  natural  world  that 
sustains  us  all. 

If  this  land  could  support  60  million  plus  buffalo  that  were  almost 
completely  exterminated,  save  for  those  very  few  that  sought  refuge  in 
Yellowstone,  then  we  have  yet  to  comprehend,  to  experience  the  full 
impact  of  their  absence. 

It  is  happening  all  over  again.  Beneath  the  layers  of  pathological 


politics,  once  that  smokescreen  of  disease  is  blown  away,  you  will  find 
that  same  brutal  violence  that  this  country  was  built  upon.  Mr.  President, 
that  violence  is  not  just  a faint  memory  in  family  history,  I've  been  in 
Yellowstone,  I have  seen  it. 

You  have  signed  an  executive  order,  directing  your  agencies 
and  departments  to  consult  with  tribes  in  matters  that  affect  them.  The 
buffalo  are  of  historic,  cultural,  and  religious  significance  and  we  have 
not  been  consulted  in  a meaningful  manner.  We  have  not  even  been 
participants  on  the  Environment  Impact  Study  team.  As  the  leader  who 
affixed  his  name  on  that  Executive  Order,  you  must  honor  Government  to 
Government  Relations  and  tribal  consultation  in  determining  the  fate  of 
the  sacred  buffalo;  your  national  symbol. 

We  remain  in  Yellowstone  with  many  friends;  peaceful  but  determined 
guardians  of  the  buffalo.  Ho,  hecetu! 

Buffalo  Nations 

Forwarded  message  Date:  Mon, 

12  Dan  1998  14:49:05  -0500  From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies.org> 
Subject:  buffalo  nations  update-  more  saved 

E-MAIL  UPDATE- -WEEK  OF  DANUARY  8,  1998 

Volunteers  from  the  group  Buffalo  Nations  declared  victory  Sunday 
after  successfully  defending  bison  all  week  from  Dept,  of  Livestock  (DOL) 
agents.  On  late  Monday  afternoon  the  DOL  was  spotted  outside  the  town  of 
West  Yellowstone.  Several  members  of  Buffalo  Nations  were  standing  with  a 
small  group  of  bison  by  a housing  development  when  the  DOL  drove  up.  The 
DOL  quickly  left  the  scene  after  spotting  us  and  was  subsequently  followed 
through  the  area  by  half  a dozen  vehicles  before  the  state  agents  went 
"home"  for  the  night  to  the  private  residence  of  the  individual  who 
maintains  the  capture  facility. 

The  next  day  BN  was  in  position  and  ready  to  go.  More  than  a half 
dozen  people  took  a stand  next  to  nine  bison  resting  on  private  land  a half 
mile  beyond  the  capture  facility.  During  the  course  of  the  day  BN  was 
bolstered  by  news  from  a park  service  employee  who  was  able  to  contact  the 
owner  of  the  land  where  the  bison  rested  and  who  reported  that  the  owner 
didn't  want  bison  killed  on  his  land.  When  the  DOL  showed  up  on 
snowmobiles  they  were  confronted  by  8 people  who  refused  to  leave  the  bison 
and  who  carried  the  message  of  the  landowner  to  the  DOL.  The  DOL  left, 
threatening  to  come  back  and  haze  the  bison  into  the  capture  facility  with 
the  landowners  permission.  Fortunately,  the  DOL  never  returned  and,  we 
assume,  never  got  the  needed  permission. 

While  standing  with  the  bison,  dozens  of  locals  and  tourists  with 
camera's  stopped  by  the  side  of  the  road  and  offered  support. 

Over  the  next  several  days  the  DOL  showed  their  vehicles  but  not 
their  faces.  Buffalo  Nations  declared  victory  for  the  week. 

The  situation  in  W.  Yellowstone  is  getting  more  urgent  by  the  day. 
Snow  continues  to  accumulate  hourly;  more  than  250  bison  are  now  inside  the 
park  a few  miles  from  the  boundary;  the  DOL  has  made  its  intentions  clear 
and  continues  to  stay  in  the  area.  Buffalo  Nations  expects  serious 
confrontations  when  these  250  leave  the  park,  perhaps  this  week.  They  are 
calling  on  concerned  people  everywhere  to  join  them  in  protecting  the 
bison.  Also  donations  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies.org 

- "RE:  Acteal  Victims:  More  Than  Dust  Numbers"  

Date:  Tue,  06  Dan  1998  11:58:24  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Acteal  victims:  more  than  #'s  on  a page 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Something  to  be  read  out  loud  at  your  demos... 

IN  MEMORIAM 

"for  all  our  relations" 

ALONZO  VASQUEZ  GOMEZ 
LORENZO  GOMEZ  PEREZ 
MARIA  LUNA  MENDEZ 
VERONICA  PEREZ  OYALTE 
ROSA  VASQUEZ  LUNA 
SEBASTIEN  GOMEZ  PEREZ 
VERONICA  VASQUEZ  LUNA 
DANIEL  GOMEZ  PEREZ 
MICAELA  VASQUEZ  LUNA 
PABLINA  HERNANDEZ  VASQUEZ 
DUANA  VASQUEZ  LUNA 
ROSELIA  GOMEZ  HERNANDEZ 
DUANA  LUNA  VAZQUEZ 
GRACIELA  GOMEZ  HERNANDEZ 
MARIA  DIMENEZ  LUNA 
GUADALUPE  GOMEZ  HERNANDEZ 
SUSANA  l IMEMEZ  LUNA 
MARIA  RUIZ  OYALTE 
MIGUEL  l IMEMEZ  PEREZ 
CATALINA  VASQUEZ  PEREZ 
MARCELA  LUNA  RUIZ 
CATALINA  LUNA  RUIZ 
ALEDANDRO  LUNA  RUIZ 
MANUELA  PACIENCIA  MORENO 
1AIME  LUNA  RUIZ 
MARGARITA  GOMEZ  PACIENCIA 
REGINA  LUNA  PEREZ 
ROSA  GOMEZ  PEREZ 
ROSELIA  LUNA  PEREZ 
DO I DA  RUIZ  GOMEZ 
IGNACIO  PUKUD  LUNA 
AUGUSTIN  RUIZ  GOMEZ 
MICAELA  PUKUD  LUNA 
ROSA  PEREZ  PEREZ 
VICTORIO  VASQUEZ  GOMEZ 
MANUEL  VASQUEZ  PEREZ 
AUGUSTIN  GOMEZ  RUIZ 
DUANA  VASQUEZ  PEREZ 
DUANA  PEREZ  PEREZ 
DOSEFA  VASQUEZ  PEREZ 
DUAN  CARLOS  LUNA  PEREZ 
MARCELA  CAPOTE  VASQUEZ 
MARCELA  VASQUEZ  VASQUEZ 
MARCELA  CAPOTE  RUIZ 
ANTONIA  VASQUEZ  VASQUEZ 

- TWENTY-ONE  (21)  WOMEN  (FOUR  (4)  OF  THEM  PREGNANT) 

- FOURTEEN  (14)  CHILDREN,  ONE  (1)  INFANT  AGED  5 DAYS-OLD 

- NINE  (9)  MEN 
with  respect . . . 


"RE : Update  from  Chiptic"  

Date:  Mon,  5 Dan  1998  22:52:43  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Chiapas:  More  reports  of  Army  and  Paramilitary  Abuses 


Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


Update  from  Chiptic,  Altamirano 

Following  is  a translation  of  a report  from  elliptic,  a group  of  villages 
in  Altamirano  municipality,  about  40  km  SSE  of  the  town  of  Altamirano. 

Last  week,  the  federal  army  entered  several  Chiptic  communities,  including 
San  Miguel  Chiptic,  and  "discovered"  a cache  of  weapons  and  communication 
equipment.  The  army  claimed  that  these  were  stockpiled  by  the  EZLN.  The 
EZLN  and  the  people  in  the  community  deny  that  charge. 

Prior  to  lanuary  1,  1994  most  of  the  land  in  the  Chiptic  area--thousands 
of  hectares--was  "owned"  by  one  family  in  Ocosingo.  Following  the 
Zapatista  uprising,  the  land  was  retaken  by  the  residents  of  Chiptic  and 
it  remains  under  indigenous  stewardship  today. 

A recent  communique  from  the  EZLN  charged  that  the  federal  army  tortured 
campesinos  during  its  maneuvers  around  the  state.  This  report  provides 
some  independent  confirmation  of  that  charge. 

--BK 

+++++ 

Our  brothers  and  sisters  of  Nueva  Esperanza,  a community  in  the 
municipality  of  Altamirano,  Chiapas  are  requesting  the  support  of  civil 
society  in  order  to  be  able  to  return  to  their  community,  which  at  the 
moment  has  been  completely  abandoned. 

They  are  also  calling  for  an  end  to  the  militarization  of  Chiapas  and  the 
implementation  of  the  San  Andres  agreements. 

Altamirano,  Chiapas,  lanuary  4,  1998 

To  all  national  and  international  human  rights  organizations; 

To  the  Mexican  people; 

To  all  peoples  of  the  world: 

We  condemn  the  abuses  we  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  federal  army, 
accompanied  by  hooded,  non-military  personnel  (who  we  have  reason  to 
believe  are  members  of  the  PRI)  on  lanuary  1,  2,  and  3,  1998. 

On  lanuary  1,  1998  at  11:00  am,  federal  soldiers,  accompanied  by  hooded 
non-military  personnel,  entered  the  community  of  Nueva  Esperanza  in  the 
municipality  of  Altamirano  in  order  to  evict  the  inhabitants.  The  soldiers 
remained  for  two  days  and  during  that  time  they  ransacked  the  community 
store,  damaged  all  the  houses,  stole  the  cattle,  the  poultry,  and  the 
horses,  and  used  our  homes  as  toilets.  They  also  savagely  beat  one  person. 
Some  women  observed  that  one  of  the  hooded  men  led  the  soldiers  to  the 
homes  of  the  community  leaders. 

At  1:00  pm,  soldiers  entered  the  community  of  10  de  Abril  but  the 
inhabitants  had  already  left  to  find  refuge  in  the  mountains.  Nonetheless, 
the  soldiers  stayed  until  nightfall,  at  which  time  they  carried  off  the 
cattle,  poultry,  and  horses. 

On  lanuary  2,  approximately  seven-hundred  women,  from  ten  communities,  who 
belong  to  our  organization  (OMICH:  Organization  of  Independent  Women  of 
Chiapas)  demonstrated  in  the  community  of  Nueva  Esperanza  to  demand  that 
the  army  leave  the  communities  and  pay  restitution  for  the  damage  it 
caused . 

On  lanuary  3 at  10:00  am,  soldiers  entered  the  community  of  Gabino 
Barrera,  where  inhabitants  had  already  fled  to  find  refuge  in  the 
mountains.  The  soldiers  turned  every  house  inside  out,  stealing  what 
little  we  had. 

Around  8:00  pm,  the  army  entered  the  community  of  Morelia,  once  again  in 
the  company  of  hooded  accomplices  whose  job  was  to  lead  a search  and 
seizure  operation  at  the  homes  of  community  leaders.  The  men  of  the 
community  managed  to  escape  to  the  mountains,  and  the  women  came  together 
to  block  the  path  of  the  military  and  prevent  them  from  going  on  to 
Aguascalientes . While  the  women  were  forming  the  blockade,  they  came  upon 
one  of  the  army's  accomplices  and  managed  to  pull  his  hood  off,  and 
recognized  him  as  a member  of  their  community  who  is  affiliated  with  the 
PRI. 

In  Morelia,  soldiers  tortured  four  people  in  an  attempt  to  discover  the 
whereabouts  of  the  community  leaders  and  then  finally  released  the  four. 

The  army  retreated  from  Morelia  around  11:30  pm. 

We  accuse  the  following  members  of  the  PRI  of  being  responsible  for  these 
events:  Abelino  Lopez  and  Caralampio  Santis,  from  the  cabecera  municipal 


[county  seat]  of  Altamirano;  Enrique  Espinoza,  of  the  ejido  Candelaria; 
Artemio  of  the  Puerto  Rico  community;  and  Julio  Torres  of  the  El  Natze 
settlement.  These  individuals  accompanied  the  soldiers  during  the  military 
operations  that  took  place  in  our  communities.  They  have  dedicated 
themselves  to  dividing  the  communities  and  do  not  let  us  live  in  peace. 

We  are  demanding  monetary  restitution  from  the  federal  and  state 
authorities  for  damages  caused  by  the  federal  army.  Damages  include  the 
destruction  of  two  cooperative  stores  in  Nueva  Esperanza;  the  destruction 
of  our  houses;  and  the  theft  of  our  cooking  utensils,  our  clothing,  and 
our  animals  in  the  communities  of  Nueva  Esperanza,  10  de  Abril,  San  Miguel 
Chiptic,  Gabino  Barrera,  and  Morelia.  With  complete  disregard  for  our 
rights,  the  federal  army  invaded  our  homes  and  destroyed  everything. . 

We  demand  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  army,  the  security  police,  and 
the  guardias  blancas  [white  guards]  from  our  communities. 

We  demand  that  the  Zedillo  government  respect  our  rights  and  our  dignity 
as  human  beings.  While  we  are  indigenous,  we  are  no  less  Mexicans  and 
inhabitants  of  Chiapas,  and  we  deserve  respect. 

We  demand  that  the  Zedillo  government  comply  with  the  agreements  of  San 
Andres  Sacam'chen  de  los  Pobres,  and  disarm  all  the  paramilitary  groups  of 
Chiapas  who  are  waging  a dirty  war  against  us. 

For  the  rights  and  dignity  of  all  indigenous  peoples. 

Organizacion  de  Mujeres  Independientes  de  Chiapas  OMICH 
[Organization  of  Independent  Women  of  Chiapas] 

Organizacion  Campesina  de  Solidaridad  Social  TZOMAN 
[Social  Solidarity  Peasant  Organization] 

--translated  by  Marie-Claire  Picher,  New  York,  New  York 
toplab@mindspring.com 
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This  report  was  prepared  in  order  to  elaborate  on  the  attempt  by  the  Fluman 
Bean  Company  to  engage  in  fair  trade  with  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Chiapas 
and  the  events  and  consequences  of  doing  so. 

Written  by:  Kerry  Appel,  Director,  Fluman  Bean  Company 
January  6,  1998 

The  drive  to  Chiapas  was  more  than  difficult.  We  had  left  Denver  on 
December  15th,  stopped  in  Guadalajara  to  videotape  a friend's  wedding,  and 
arrived  at  the  state  of  Oaxaca  on  December  22,  1997.  We  had  experienced  many 
breakdowns  in  my  1971  Volkswagen  bus  nicknamed  the  "Relampago  Rojo"  or  "Red 
Lightning"  and  now  we  had  to  deal  with  the  hurricane-damaged  roads  in 
Oaxaca.  Almost  every  bridge  was  destroyed  and  we  had  to  take  detours  around 
all  of  them  as  well  as  around  the  long  stretches  of  highway  that  were  washed 
out . 

++++December  22,  1997,  Acteal,  Chiapas,  a Tzotzil  Indian  village  where  the 
coffee  for  the  Fluman  Bean  Company  is  grown,  "...as  women  and  children  fled 
down  the  steep  mountain  path  towards  the  valley,  armed  men  shot  them  from 
behind. . .Some  who  reached  the  underbrush  by  the  river  below  were  discovered 
by  the  assassins  when  the  babies'  cries  gave  them  away... The  assassins  cut 
open  the  stomach  of  a young  pregnant  woman,  tore  her  unborn  baby  out  and  cut 


it  up.  A baby  less  that  one  year  old  survived  because  her  mother  covered  her 
with  her  own  body  and  received  all  the  bullets.  One  baby  was  shot  in  the 
head  at  close  range... It  was  not  possible  to  identify  the  bodies  torn  to 
pieces  by  machetes.  The  Red  Cross  found  many  of  the  bodies  hacked  in  pieces 
and  thrown  in  the  underbrush  in  an  attempt  to  hide  the  immensity  of  the 
crime ..." 

December  22,  1997.  While  dozens  of  armed  civil  guards  stood  on  the  road 
above  and  did  nothing. . .there  are  still  three  people  missing  from  the  group 
of  300  refugees  that  were  attacked  by  men  in  black,  with  red  masks... A 
physician  in  one  hospital  in  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas  said  he  had  never 
seen  such  big  bullet  holes.  "They  looked  as  though  something  had  exploded 
inside  the  body."  "Antipersonnel"  bullets  were  found  at  the  scene  that  do 
explode  on  impact.  The  guns  have  been  identified  as  M-16s,  used  exclusively 
by  the  Mexican  Army." 

(The  text  in  quotes  above  was  written  by  Maria  . Her  last  name  is 

blacked  out  to  protect  her  from  the  Mexican  government)  Note:  Don't  those 
M-16s  come  from  the  United  States?  Aren't  they  supposed  to  be  used  to  fight 
drug  trafficking? 

We  made  it  through  Oaxaca  in  spite  of  the  breakdowns  and  the  damaged  roads 
and  arrived  in  Chiapas  on  December  23rd  where  the  motor  on  the  Relampago 
Rojo  gave  up  the  ghost.  It  died  in  a little  Tzotzil  village  only  15  miles 
from  our  destination  of  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas.  It  was  nighttime  and  we 
had  little  choice  but  to  make  a deal  with  a Tzotzil  mechanic  to  replace  the 
engine.  We  left  the  bus  there  and  continued  the  next  day,  Christmas  Eve, 
into  San  Cristobal  where  we  heard  the  news.  Forty-five  of  our  coffee 
producers  had  been  massacred  and  as  many  as  5,000  were  refugees  in  the 
Tzotzil  community  of  Polho. 

I spent  Christmas  Eve  and  Christmas  sick  in  bed.  My  symptoms  were  those 
of  a fever  but  I believe  it  was  also  due  to  grief  and  despair. 

At  this  point  I'm  going  to  say  that  I'm  going  to  skip  most  of  the 
statistical  details  of  some  reports.  There  are  plenty  of  reports  filled  with 
statistics.  I'm  also  not  going  to  fill  this  report  with  references  and 
sources.  You  can  either  believe  me  or  not.  The  governments  and  the 
mainstream  media  try  to  control  the  flow  of  all  information  that  you 
receive.  I don't  care  about  them  nor  do  I care  for  them.  They  are  involved 
in  the  process  of  this  low-intensity  war  that  is  being  waged  against  the 
indigenous  peoples  in  Chiapas  for  their  own  profit  motives  (NAFTA,  etc.). 
++++December  25th,  Christmas,  Acteal.  "When  the  procession  arrived  at  the 
small  hamlet  of  Acteal  in  the  highlands  of  Chiapas  at  8:00  in  the  morning, 
Maya  men  were  digging  the  first  of  two  50  foot  long  graves... The  men  dug 
as  other  Mayas  carried  the  coffins  on  their  backs  from  the  trucks  on  the 
road  down  the  steep,  rough,  mountain  path,  through  coffee  trees  to  the 
area  that  was  cleared  and  carefully  smoothed  to  receive  the  dead  with 
dignity.  They  dug  as  15  small,  white  coffins  were  carefully  placed  side  by 
side  before  Don  Samuel  (Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  who  was  there  to  bless  the 
bodies).  They  dug  as  21  more  coffins  were  carried  down  and  placed  beside 
those  of  the  children,  and  then  9 more  coffins  holding  the  men  were  placed 
beside  those  of  the  women..." 

"The  men  dug  as  the  bishop  left.  They  were  digging  at  12:30  when  I 
climbed  the  steep,  mountain  path  to  my  truck  and  left  with  a truck  full  of 
Mexican  and  foreign  supporters  of  the  Mayan  struggle  for  Peace  and  Justice 
with  Dignity  for  all  the  poor  of  the  world." 

"We  left  the  men  digging.  We  left  the  survivors  to  their  grief.  We  left 
the  "People  of  Corn"  to  bury  their  dead  according  to  the  ancient  Mayan 
traditions.  We  left  them  to  return  their  dead  to  the  sacred  ground,  the 
same  ground  that  soaked  up  their  blood  three  days  earlier."  (Maria  ) 

I talked  to  the  president  of  the  indigenous  coffee  producers  of  Chenalho, 
which  is  the  municipality  where  the  massacre  occurred.  I was  told  that 
there  was  no  coffee  available  for  me  to  buy.  The  same  Mexican  government- 
backed  paramilitary  groups  that  had  committed  the  massacre  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Mexican  government  were  now  stealing  the  coffee  of  the 
dead  and  the  refugees  to  sell  it  and  buy  more  guns  to  use  against  the 
people.  The  Mexican  Public  Security  Police  were  protecting  the  murderers 
and  the  same  Public  Security  Police  at  a roadblock.  When  they  came  to  the 
window  of  my  bus  (I  had  a new  engine  now  and  the  Relampago  Rojo  was  alive 


again)  they  saw  that  I was  videotaping  them  and  they  hid  their  faces  in 
shame  and  waved  me  on.  We  continued  to  Polho,  the  site  where  the  refugees 
from  the  death  squads  were.  Since  the  national  and  international  press  was 
there  the  Mexican  Army  and  the  Judicial  Police  and  the  Public  Security 
Police  were  using  the  opportunity  to  act  as  if  they  were  protecting  the 
refugees  but  when  the  press  wasn't  looking  they  roamed  the  refugee  camps 
intimidating  the  survivors  with  guns  and  dogs. 

When  a woman  from  the  civil  society  questioned  their  actions  they  struck 
her  with  the  butt  of  a gun. 

Though  the  Mexican  government  could  afford  the  presence  of  thousands  of 
soldiers  for  the  press  in  order  to  look  as  if  they  were  trying  to  protect 
the  people,  they  couldn't  afford  to  give  the  refugees  potable  water,  food 
of  medicine.  Yesterday  a baby  died  there  of  pneumonia  without  any  medicine 
while  thousands  of  soldiers  and  police  stood  around  with  machine  guns  and 
huge  banners  that  claimed  that  they  were  doing  "social  labor." 

We  went  on  to  Acteal,  where  there  was  a mass  going  on  for  the  dead.  On 
the  way  to  Acteal  we  passed  the  coffee  processing  plant  where  our  coffee 
for  the  Human  Bean  Company  is  processed.  It  was  occupied  by  the  Mexican 
Army. 

In  Acteal  we  stood  in  solidarity  with  the  survivors  and  we  walked  around 
the  site  of  the  massacre.  There  were  still  shoes  on  the  ground  that  had 
come  of  the  feet  of  the  people  as  they  were  being  murdered.  There  was  a 
small  cave  at  the  head  of  the  ravine  where  the  massacre  took  place.  This 
opening  to  this  cave  was  only  about  one  and  a half  feet  high.  I was  told 
that  some  women  and  children  had  crawled  into  this  cave  in  terror  to 
escape  the  slaughter  but  that  members  of  the  paramilitary  group  had 
crawled  in  the  cave  after  them  and  killed  them.  We  walked  through  a tiny, 
rough  church  which  was  little  more  than  a shack  and  counted  22  bullet 
holes  in  the  walls. 

This  is  the  "drug  war."  This  is  what  the  arms  and  weapons  that  the 
United  States  is  supplying  to  allegedly  "fight  drugs"  is  being  used  for. 

The  only  crime  of  the  dead  and  the  refugees  and  indigenous  people  who  are 
being  occupied  by  60,000  Mexican  Federal  Army  troops  is  that  they  won't 
give  up  their  customs  and  their  culture  at  the  orders  of  the  United  States 
and  Mexican  governments. 

For  nearly  four  years  I have  been  traveling  regularly  to  Chiapas.  I have 
been  in  the  sites  where  this  dirty  war  is  being  carried  out.  I have  seen 
the  suffering  of  the  indigenous  people  there.  I have  learned  from  the 
dignity  and  the  hope  and  the  determination  of  the  members  of  the  Zapatista 
National  Liberation  Army  as  they  struggle  for  indigenous  rights  and 
culture,  justice,  democracy  and  dignity.  I have  admired  them  as  I have 
watched  this  small  group  of  poor  Mayan  people  hold  up  the  efforts  of  the 
US  and  Mexican  governments  to  exterminate  them  as  indigenous  peoples.  Tens 
of  thousands  of  members  of  international  civil  society  have  done  what  they 
can  to  be  in  solidarity  with  the  goals  and  objectives  of  this  small  group 
of  rebels  with  dignity.  I have  watched  and  documented  as  the  indigenous 
peoples  of  Chiapas  spoke  the  truth  and  always  kept  their  word  while  the 
Mexican  and  US  governments  have  waged  a campaign  of  lies  and  deceit  and 
murder.  And  I have  watched  and  read  the  mainstream  media  of  the  US  and 
Mexico  as  they  play  their  roles  in  this  destruction  of  indigenous  peoples 
with  their  omissions  of  the  truth  and  their  broadcasting  and  printing  of 
the  lies  of  the  governments  and  the  corporations. 

I recall  now  the  statements  that  have  been  made  to  me  by  members  of  the 
press  and  the  United  States  government: 

Rick  Salazar,  Channel  4 (at  that  time  in  1994),  Denver,  Colorado:  "I 
don't  think  that  our  producers  would  be  interested  in  your  footage  of 
Chiapas,  Kerry.  We  have  a business  relationship  with  a Mexican  government 
TV  station  and  we  wouldn't  want  to  jeopardize  our  business  relationship." 

Kerry:  "Are  you  telling  me  that  the  truth  of  what  you  show  us  is 
influenced  by  your  business  relationships?" 

Rick:  "I'm  afraid  so." 

Henry  Solano,  US  District  Attorney,  State  of  Colorado  (When  I asked  him 
if  it  was  true  that  the  US  had  required  Mexico  to  change  their  Constitution 
to  end  the  indigenous  land  system  so  that  US  corporations  could  buy  their 
land):  "Yes,  that's  true  Kerry.  We're  going  to  take  their  land,  but  they're 


not  making  it  productive  and  someone  has  to  make  it  productive.  But  they'll 
be  better  of  in  the  long  run  because  we'll  build  factories  and  give  them 
jobs . " 

What  he  is  referring  to  is  the  "Mega-Project  of  the  Isthmus  of 
Tehuantepec/'  for  one  thing.  The  United  States,  Europe  and  Dapan  have 
devised  a plan  to  move  the  indigenous  people  and  peasants  off  their  land 
in  the  south  of  Mexico  in  order  to  build  ports  and  railroads  across  the 
isthmus,  kind  of  like  a Panama  Canal.  The  US  has  already  made  deals  with 
the  Mexican  government  for  the  oil,  uranium,  wood,  fishing,  railroads, 
ports,  hydroelectricity  and  the  other  resources  that  are  currently  on 
Indian  land  and  had  Mexico  change  their  laws  to  allow  these  deals  to  be 
"legal."  In  order  for  international  public  opinion  to  not  be  negative 
toward  the  corporations,  they  decided  to  make  the  Indians  "partners."  The 
Indians  would  give  up  their  land  and  rights  to  the  resources  and  the 
corporations  would  give  them  jobs  in  return. 

He  doesn't  understand  that  indigenous  people  don't  necessarily  want  to 
trade  their  land  and  culture  for  a job  in  a factory.  Besides,  nobody  asked 
them  their  opinion. 

Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  American  Indian  US  Senator  from  Colorado:  "As 
you  know  Kerry,  I am  indigenous  myself  and  I'm  doing  all  that  I can  for 
the  indigenous  peoples  of  Chiapas." 

When  I tried  to  find  out  what  he  was  doing  his  aide  told  me  that  Ben  was 
testifying  on  committees  and  panels  that  dealt  with  the  issue.  When  I 
pressed  him  for  a list  of  these  committees  and  panels  he  admitted  that 
there  were  none  and  that  Ben  wasn't  actually  doing  anything  that  he  knew 
of  for  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Chiapas. 

Later,  Ben's  assistant,  Rita,  asked  me  why  I was  picking  on  Ben.  "He 
hasn't  done  anything  worse  that  the  rest  of  the  elected  officials."  (This 
in  regard  to  the  US  exploitation  of  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Chiapas  and 
the  rest  of  Mexico.) 

Finally  Ben  Campbell  sent  me  a letter  telling  me  to  stay  out  of  Chiapas 
and  leave  it  to  the  "proper  authorities  to  fix  the  problem  of  Mexico's 
impunity  in  regard  to  human  rights  violations  at  the  proper  time  and  in 
the  proper  manner." 

I wonder  when  it  will  be  the  "proper  time  and  manner"  for  Ben  Nighthorse 
Campbell.  The  truth  is  it  will  never  be  the  proper  time  and  manner  for  the 
governments  or  the  multi-national  corporations  to  be  interested  in  justice. 
It's  not  their  job  any  more,  if  it  ever  was.  Maximum  profit  is  the  only 
thing  that  has  validity  to  them.  The  blood  of  the  45  Tzotziles  massacred 
on  December  22,  1998  is  on  their  hands  as  well  as  on  ours.  It  is  the  price 
they  have  to  pay  for  our  greed. 

This  is  the  racist  and  arrogant  philosophy  of  "Manifest  Destiny." 

Holger  Densen,  international  editor  for  the  Rocky  Mountain  News,  told  my 
friend  leff  that  "Kerry  is  crazy.  He  can't  make  a difference.  Not  one  US 
citizen  would  pay  a dime  more  for  a hamburger  to  save  a million  Indians." 

Now  is  the  time  for  us  to  tell  them  and  to  show  them  that  they  are  wrong. 
I don't  believe  that  they  are  right  that  people  don't  care  about  justice 
for  indigenous  people  . I don't  believe  that  people  would  knowingly  accept 
the  extermination  of  indigenous  peoples.  But  we  are  going  to  find  out  very 
soon . 

The  US  government  and  the  corporations  are  getting  impatient  to  end  this 
rebellion  of  indigenous  peoples.  They  feel  that  they've  been  successful  in 
undermining  international  support  for  the  Mayan  people  and  they've  been 
working  hard  for  the  last  two  years  to  make  it  appear  that  the  rebellion 
is  just  a local  conflict.  Mexican  army  commanders  have  been  traveling  to 
Ft.  Benning,  Georgia  since  1994  to  learn  counterinsurgency  tactics  at  the 
"School  of  the  Americas,"  also  known  as  the  "School  of  Assassins." 

The  tactics  learned  there  are  now  being  used  against  the  people  of 
Chiapas.  The  massacre  of  these  45  unarmed  men,  women  and  children  is  just 
the  beginning  of  a new  level  of  violence  against  the  civil  population. 

It  is  critical  for  us  to  make  a stand  now.  This  is  the  end  of  the  second 
millennium.  This  is  the  beginning  of  "the  next  500  years"  for  the 
indigenous  peoples  in  the  Americas.  We  have  all  been  made  to  be 
participants  in  "the  new  Indian  wars"  by  what  we  buy,  or  by  what  we  watch 
on  TV,  or  by  what  we  say  or  don't  say  in  regard  to  these  massacres  and 


other  human  rights  violations.  Everything  about  our  current  social  and 
economic  and  political  systems  makes  us  participants  in  the  dirty  wars 
that  the  US  and  other  governments  wage  either  by  active  participation 
based  on  the  distorted  information  presented  to  us  or  merely  by  ignorance 
of  what  is  going  on  and  the  consequent  silence  as  a result  of  that 
ignorance. 

I have  received  a lot  of  communications  from  people  who  are  clients  of 
the  Human  Bean  Company  or  from  people  who  have  seen  my  documentaries.  A 
lot  of  people  have  said  that  they  agree  with  my  work  toward  fair  trade  or 
human  rights.  A lot  of  people  have  said  that  they  wish  they  could  do 
something  to  help  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Chiapas.  All  of  the 
communications  that  I've  received  have  been  extremely  critical  of  the  US 
and  Mexican  governments  actions  against  the  Zapatistas  and  the  indigenous 
peoples  of  Chiapas  and  Mexico. 

You  who  read  this  know  who  you  are  and  how  you  feel  about  these  issues. 

I am  addressing  myself  to  you  right  now.  By  reading  this  message  to  this 
point  you  have  been  presented  with  a choice.  That  is  unavoidable  now. 
Sorry.  You  decide. 

I know  that  this  affects  a lot  of  people  deeply  and  the  recent  slaughter 
of  the  45  Mayan  peoples  by  the  Mexican  government's  proxy  forces  has  made 
you  even  more  aware  of  the  urgency  of  this  situation. 

I imagine  that  some  of  you  might  use  that  extra  dime  that  Holger  lensen 
says  you  won't  spend  on  a hamburger  to  make  a phone  call  to  the  local 
Mexican  Consulate  or  to  the  US  government  to  strongly  protest  the 
continued  violence  with  impunity  in  Mexico.  I imagine  that  some  of  you 
might  get  together  with  others  and  talk  about  the  issues  and  then  talk  to 
others  and  still  others.  I wouldn't  be  surprised  if  some  of  you  organized 
demonstrations  and  marches  in  the  streets.  Personally,  I wouldn't  blame 
you  if  you  committed  acts  of  civil  disobedience  or  took  over  and  occupied 
the  offices  of  elected  officials  or  of  newspapers  or  television  stations. 
Or  maybe  someone  will  call  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  and  ask  him 
what  he  is  doing  or  what  he  is  going  to  do. 

As  for  me,  I'm  going  to  keep  doing  what  I have  been  doing  and  that  is  to 

keep  buying  the  coffee  and  weavings  from  the  indigenous  people  who  are 
under  siege  by  soldiers  with  tanks  and  guns  that  originate  from  my  country 
and  I'm  going  to  continue  making  documentaries  that  show  what  it  is  that  I 
see  and  experience  while  I'm  here  in  Chiapas. 

Right  now  I'm  going  to  send  this  message  to  you  and  leave  the  Cyber  Cafe 

and  then  I'm  going  to  pick  up  a few  bags  of  coffee  that  we  were  able  to 

find  from  some  Tzotzil-Tzeltal  indigenous  producers  and  then  the  Reampago 
Rojo  will  start  the  long  trip  through  the  militarized  country  of  Mexico  to 
bring  the  coffee  back. 

That  reminds  me  of  an  incident  that  occurred  two  days  ago  on  the  way  to 
visit  friends  in  Oventic,  Chiapas.  This  is  a Tzotzil  community  in 
resistance,  as  they  say  here,  and  the  Mexican  Army  was  creeping  closer  and 
closer  to  Oventic  with  their  roadblocks  and  their  machine  guns  and  their 
tanks.  We  drove  up  in  my  bus  and  the  army  stopped  us.  "Get  out  of  the 
vehicle,"  they  said.  "We're  going  to  search  it  for  guns  or  explosives!" 

"First  let  me  ask  you  if  that  is  constitutional,"  I said,  "Do  you  have 
probable  cause  to  think  that  we're  violating  the  law?" 

"Constitutional?"  he  responded  looking  irritated,  "You're  in  Mexico  now 
you  know." 

Kerry  Appel, 

Chiapas,  Mexico,  January  6,1998 

Peter  Rashkin  <prashkin(3jps . net> 

PO  Box  3008 

Long  Beach,  CA  90803 

Read  THE  DAGGER  on  line  at 

http://www.wavenet.com/~prashkin/ 

CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO 

http : //www. wavenet . com/~prashkin/ conquest . htm 


RE:  BC  Residential  Schools  Forum 


Date:  Wed,  7 Dan  1998  17:29:36  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC  Residential  Schools  Forum 

Forwarded  message: 

Date:  Tue,  6 Dan  1998  15:31:13  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Kevin  Daniel  Annett  <kdannett@unixg.ubc.ca> 

Subject:  Please  send  through  your  network 

A PUBLIC  FORUM  ON  LAND  THEFT,  MURDER  AND  COVER-UP  IN  B.C.  NATIVE 
RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOLS:  EYEWITNESSES  SPEAK  OUT 

...  Monday,  February  9 at  6:30  pm  at  the  Simon  Fraser  University  Harbour 
Centre  Campus,  515  West  Hastings,  Vancouver,  in  the  Fletcher  Challenge 
Lecture  Hall,  Rm.  1900  ... 

For  the  first  time,  three  separate  eyewitnesses  to  the  murder  of  Native 
children  at  the  Alberni  Residential  School  will  give  their  testimony  at  a 
public  forum. 

Harriett  Nahanee,  Harry  Wilson  and  Dennis  Tallio  either  saw  the  killing 
of  children  or  discovered  dead  bodies  at  the  Alberni  school,  run  by  the 
United  Church,  between  1945  and  1967.  The  RCMP  knew  of  these  incidents  but 
covered  them  up,  according  to  new  evidence. 

Also  speaking  will  be  former  United  Church  minister  Kevin  Annett,  who 
was  fired  and  expelled  from  that  church  in  1995  after  he  helped  unearth 
the  murders  and  criticized  the  church  for  its  illegal  sale  of  ancestral 
native  land  to  white  businessmen. 

These  testimonies  indicate  that  senior  officials  in  the  United  Church 
and  RCMP  are  directly  implicated  in  murder  of  native  children  and 
profiteering  in  plundered  native  land  and  resources. 

For  more  information,  and  to  assist  in  this  public  forum  and  a future 
Tribunal  into  Crimes  against  Humanity  in  B.C.,  contact  Kevin  Annett  at 
(604)  251-2542,  e-mail  kdannett@unixg. ubc . ca 

End  forwarded  message 

More  information  on  Canadian  residential  schools  atrocities: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/ res school /main . html 
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"RE : BC  Chief  Dustice  Offers  Deal"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Dan  1998  01:09:07  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC  Chief  Dustice  Offers  Deal  to  Ts'peten  Defenders 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
CHIEF  DUSTICE  OFFERS  'DEAL'  TO  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS 
The  Martlet,  Thursday,  Dan.  8,  1998,  by  Chris  Morabito 

Armed  guards  outnumbered  spectators  during  the  14-minute  hearing  of 
Ts'peten  defenders  Dames  'OD'  Pitawanakwat  and  Wolverine  (aka  Dones 
William  Ignace)  on  Dec. 11,  1997,  at  the  BC  Court  of  Appeal.  After 
Wolverine  and  Pitawanakwat  addressed  the  court  separately  and  explained 
their  desire  to  drop  their  appeals  of  conviction,  BC  Chief  Dustice  Allan 
McEachern  several  times  urged  them  to  reconsider.  McEachern  said,  "I  am 
not  persuaded  that  it  is  in  your  interests  to  do  so..." 

Pitawanakwat,  sentenced  to  four-and-a-half  years,  and  Wolverine,  sentenced 
to  eight  years,  withdrew  their  conventional  right  to  appeal  their 
convictions  in  order  to  challenge  the  court  strictly  on  the  grounds  that 


it  has  no  legal  jurisdiction  over  unceded  Aboriginal  nations  and 
territories.  When  Wolverine  tried  to  address  McEachern  about  the  failure 
of  the  court  to  recognize  international  and  domestic  law  regarding 
jurisdiction,  McEachern  interrupted  him  and  then  ended  the  hearing.  Before 
adjourning,  McEachern  added:  "I  wish  to  record  the  fact  they  are  making  a 
mistake  in  my  view." 

Wolverine  said  the  Chief  Justice  offered  him  and  Pitawanakwat  a deal. 
"They  offered  me  freedom  if  I abandon  the  jurisdiction  argument  and  go 
ahead  with  the  colour  of  right  or  self-defense  [on  appeal],"  he  said.  The 
color  of  right,  self-defense,  and  the  main  defense  argument  challenging 
jurisdiction,  were  not  considered  by  the  court,  during  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
trial.  Trial  Judge  Bruce  Josephson  instructed  the  jury  to  ignore  these 
arguments  prior  to  their  being  sequestered. 

Colour  of  right  means  that  a person  cannot  be  convicted  if  they  believed 
they  were  acting  lawfully.  This  defense  acquitted  many  of  those  charged  in 
the  Stony  Point  (aka  Ipperwash)  incident  in  Ontario  - also  during  the 
summer  of  1995.  "It's  funny  how  this  judge  here  [McEachern]  admitted  we 
had  a good  chance  under  the  color  of  right,"  said  Wolverine.  Native 
sovereigntist  Tsemhquw  of  the  LiL'Wat  People's  Movement  said  the  BC 
government  has  made  it  clear  that  in  order  to  be  released  from  prison. 
Wolverine  and  Pitawanakwat  have  to  give  up  their  jurisdiction  argument. 

"I  could  be  out  at  this  time,"  Wolverine  added,  "but  since  I stand  on  the 
jurisdiction  issue,  I feel  it's  not  right  for  me  to  abandon  that  fight.  I 
want  to  prove  to  the  politicians  that  they  are  wrong  in  law.  "There's 
nowhere  for  any  judge  to  hide  anymore,"  said  Wolverine.  "I  just  hope 
[Aboriginal]  people  don't  start  making  deals.  I hope  they  can  hold  out  a 
little  bit  longer  until  we  can  settle  the  jurisdiction  issue."  Tsemhquw 
said  indigenous  people  are  indebted  to  Wolverine  for  pursuing  the  honest 
truth  of  the  law.  "He  [Wolverine]  has  the  capacity  and  the  willingness  to 
sacrifice  his  freedom  and  life  in  order  to  raise  the  issue  [of 
jurisdiction]  again,"  said  Tsemhquw. 

Despite  being  imprisoned  for  over  two  years.  Wolverine  remains  optimistic 
"We're  still  struggling  in  order  to  have  the  jurisdiction  [argument]  in 
British  Columbia  heard,"  he  said.  "But  I think  we  got  them  pretty  well 
cornered  now  because  of  the  ruling  that  came  down  for  the  Gitxsan  and 
Wet'suwet'en  case  known  as  Delgamuukw.  It  was  sent  back  to  BC  for  retrial 
on  a technicality.  Delgamuukw  was  a long-running  land  claims  case  which 
began  as  an  argument  for  jurisdiction  and  ownership.  In  the  BC  Court  of 
Appeal  it  was  transformed  into  an  argument  for  land  title  and 
self-government . 

Before  being  promoted  to  Chief  Dustice,  Allan  McEachern  was  the  trial 
judge  for  Delgamuukw.  He  ruled  that  Aboriginal  rights  were  extinguished  by 
the  colonial  government  of  BC  and  that  the  precolonization  life  of  the 
Gitxsan  was  "nasty,  brutish  and  short,"  because  they  had  "no  written 
language,  no  horses  or  wheeled  vehicles."  Both  Pitawanakwat  and  Wolverine 
are  representing  themselves  because  the  BC  courts  have  denied  them  their 
counsel  of  choice.  Aboriginal-rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  who 
specializes  in  constitutional  law. 

According  to  Clark,  since  the  standoff,  he  has  been  subjected  to  an 
ongoing  smear  campaign  by  the  BC  media  and  judiciary  to  distract  the 
public  from  his  legal  arguments.  Clark  alleges  the  BC  judiciary  is  guilty 
of  perpetrating  genocide  through  a massive  fraud  against  Aboriginal 
nations.  When  Clark  attempted  to  present  his  legal  argument  days  before 
the  standoff  at  Gustafsen  Lake  ended,  he  was  assaulted  by  police  in  court 
and  charged  with  contempt.  He  was  imprisoned  and  claims  to  have  been 
subjected  to  sleep  deprivation  during  the  three  days  prior  to  his  own 
court  appearance  for  contempt  before  Judge  Nicholas  Friesen. 

After  passing  the  psychiatric  assessment  ordered  by  Friesen,  Clark  and  hi 
family,  fearing  for  their  lives  fled  Canada  for  Europe.  Clark  was  arrested 
and  imprisoned  when  he  arrived  in  Vancouver  in  1996  to  appear  at  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  trial.  Among  the  evidence  revealed  at  the  unreported  trial 
were  reports  the  RCMP  were  planning  an  invasion  of  Shuswap  territory  as 
early  as  January  1995. 

Letters  to  the  Martlet:  martlet@uvic . ca 


Here  are  the  Oral  Reasons  for  Judgement  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  BC  Allen 
McEachern  and  the  BC  Court  of  Appeal: 

Date: 19971211  Docket:  CA023439  and  CA023441  Registry:  Vancouver  BC 
COURT  OF  APPEAL  FOR  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  - ORAL  REASONS  FOR  JUDGMENT: 

Before:  The  Honourable  Chief  Justice  McEachern, 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Justice  Cumming,  The  Honourable  Mr.  Justice  Braidwood 
December  11,  1997  Vancouver  BC 
Between:  REGINA  (Respondent) 

And:  JONES  WILLIAM  IGNACE  and  JAMES  ALLAN  PITAWANAKWAT  (Appellants) 

T.  Arbogast  appearing  as  a friend  of  the  Court 
CF  Willms  and  G. Fitch  appearing  for  the  (Crown)  Respondent 

[1]  McEACHERN, C. J . B .C. : I understand  what  you  wish.  Speaking  for  myself 
only  at  the  moment  I am  prepared  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  two 
appellants  to  withdraw  their  non- jurisdictional  Notice  of  Appeal  and 
Sentence  Appeal. 

[2]  I am  not  persuaded  that  that  is  in  your  interests  to  do  so  and  I 
believe  that  they  are  wrong  in  thinking  that  you  cannot  have  both  appeals, 
that  you  cannot  have  your  conventional  grounds  of  appeal  and  your 
jurisdictional  appeal,  but  I do  not  think  that  we  should  stand  in  your  way 
of  withdrawing  the  conventional  or  non- jurisdictional  grounds  of  appeal 
and  Sentence  Appeal  and  I would  so  order. 

[3]  But  in  saying  this  I wish  to  record  the  fact  that  I think  you  are 
making  a mistake  in  doing  so  and  in  my  view  this  Court  should  give  very 
careful  consideration  to  allowing  you  subsequently  to  apply  for  an  order 
to  extend  the  time  to  refile  those  Notices  of  Appeal  and  to  proceed  with 
those  appeals  if  at  some  time  in  the  future  you  think  you  would  like  to 
deal  with  them  on  the  grounds  originally  filed.  I speak  only  for  myself  in 
that  regard. 

[4]  Cumming,  J.A.:  I agree  with  the  disposition  proposed  by  the  Chief 
Justice  and  with  the  observations  he  has  expressed. 

[5]  Braidwood,  J.A.:  I too  agree  with  the  observations  and  disposition 
mentioned  by  the  Chief  Justice. 

[6]  McEachern,  CJBC  : That  means  gentlemen  that  your  notices  of  appeal 
are  withdrawn,  that  is  the  notice  of  appeal  on  non- jurisdictional  grounds 
and  the  Sentence  Appeal  and  we  have  indicated  that  so  far  as  we  are 
concerned  those  notices  of  appeal  could  possibly  be  reinstated  if  at  some 
time  in  the  future  you  wish  them  to  be  reinstated. 

[7]  I think  that  is  an  order  we  should  probably  make  but  I am  not  going  to 
direct  that  this  panel  be  the  panel  that  decides  those  matters.  I will 
designate  a panel  to  hear  those  appeals  on  the  material  that  has  been 
filed  and  on  a very  early  date. 

The  Honourable  Chief  Justice  McEachern 
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"RE : Canadian  Gun  Law"  

Date:  4 Jan  98  18:58:55  GMT 

From:  dhammond@cadvision.com  (Dave  Hammond) 

Sub j : Canadian  gun  law  will  be  used  to  repress  native  culture 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "David  A.  Tomlinson,  NFA"  <nfadat@telusplanet . net> 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 


I see,  in  recent  CFDs,  that  the  tempest  in  the  teapot  is  brewing  up  again 


People  think  that  the  aboriginal  peoples  have  some  sort  of  exemption 
regarding  the  provisions  of  Bill  C-68. 

There  are  minor  but  important  points  involved  here,  and  one  gigantic  time 
bomb.  I will  deal  with  the  minor  points  first: 

They  do  NOT.  C-68's  Firearms  Act  section  117(u)  authorizes  the  Governor 
in  Council  (a  thinly-disguised  Minister  of  lustice)  to  issue  Orders  in 
Council  (with  force  of  law)  "respecting  the  manner  in  which  any  provision  of 
this  Act  or  the  regulations  applies  to  any  of  the  aboriginal  peoples  of 
Canada,  and  adapting  any  such  provision  for  the  purposes  of  that 
application . " 

There  are  several  interesting  points  to  be  made  about  that  little  gem. 

First,  it  may  APPEAR  to  be  a provision  enabling  the  government  to 
discriminate  IN  FAVOR  of  aboriginal  peoples  --  but  look  again.  It  is 
EQUALLY  a provision  authorizing  the  government  to  discriminate  AGAINST  the 
aboriginal  peoples. 

For  example,  an  "aboriginal  people"  (which  can,  for  example,  be  taken  to 
mean  one  tribe  or  the  residents  on  one  or  more  reservations)  may  block  a 
highway  over  some  dispute  regarding  land  claims,  forest  rights,  etc.  Hey  -- 
it  HAPPENS. 

FA  s.  117(u)  then  apparently  authorizes  the  Minister  to  revoke  every 
firearms  licence  and  registration  certificate  held  by  any  member  of  that 
"aboriginal  people,"  so  that  they  can  be  disarmed  by  the  police  or  army 
without  having  to  bother  getting  a court  order. 

Note  the  wording  of  FA  s.  117(u):  It  does  not  say,  "any  aboriginal  person 
of 

Canada."  It  says,  "any  of  the  aboriginal  peoples  of  Canada."  That  allows 
discrimination  between  any  of  the  groups  forming  "aboriginal  peoples"  -- 
lawful(?)  discrimination  on  a tribe-by-tribe  basis,  if  one  cares  to 
recognize  each  tribe  as  an  "aboriginal  people." 

That,  in  turn,  opens  any  attempt  to  exercise  the  powers  given  in  FA  s. 
117(u)  to  court  action  based  on  the  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms 
- --  which  requires  that  everyone  be  "equal  before  and  under  the  law." 
Everyone  has  the  right  "to  the  equal  protection  and  equal  benefit  of  the 
law  without  discrimination,  and,  in  particular,  without  discrimination  based 
on  RACE,  NATIONAL  OR  ETHNIC  ORIGIN,  COLOUR,  religion,  sex,  age,  or  mental  or 
physical  disability  [CCRF  15]." 

Therefore,  any  attempt  to  USE  FA  s.  117(u)  is  likely  to  run  head  on  into 
Charter  conflict  for  discrimination  based  on  "race"  or  "national  of  ethnic 
origin"  or  "colour." 

Note  that  FA  s.  117(u)  CANNOT  be  used  to  alter  anything  that  is  written 
into  C-68's  Firearms  Act  or  Criminal  Code  alterations.  An  Order  in  Council 
CANNOT  alter  legislation,  it  can  only  do  what  the  legislation  SPECIFICALLY 
authorizes  the  Governor  in  Council  (actually,  the  Minister  of  lustice, 
acting  alone  or  almost  alone)  to  do  through  Orders  in  Council. 

The  CFC  and  Department  of  lustice  do  not  seem  to  have  grasped  that  basic 
principle  of  law.  When  the  NFA  was  consulted  by  the  CFC  last  spring, 
several  proposed  Orders  in  Council  were  disclosed  to  us  --  OICs  that  CLEARLY 
violated  that  limitation. 

That  is  enough  on  the  SMALL  problems  built  into  C-68.  The  BIG  one  is 
probably  going  to  blow  the  entire  Act  out  of  the  water  the  first  time  it  is 
used  by  a lawyer  representing  an  aboriginal  person. 

When  the  government  negotiated  the  lames  Bay  Treaty  with  the  aboriginal 
peoples,  one  of  the  provisions  was  that  the  Treaty  would  become  a part  of 
the  Constitution  of  Canada.  Therefore,  any  violations  of  the  terms  of  that 
Treaty  are  unconstitutional  --  and  legislation  enacted  WHILE  violating  that 
Treaty  is  void  from  its  day  of  birth. 

The  Treaty  requires  that  any  legislation  that  will  have  any  effect  on 
aboriginal  hunting  must  be  presented  to  and  scrutinized  by  a council  set  up 
by  the  Treaty  itself,  BEFORE  being  presented  to  Parliament  for  action. 

That  was  not  done  --  although  C-68  clearly  DOES  heavily  affect  aboriginal 
hunting. 

During  the  House  Committee  hearings  on  C-68,  Reform  MP  and  lustice  Critic 
lack  Ramsay  brought  that  out  very  clearly.  The  government  admitted  that  it 
had  not  done  what  the  Treaty  required.  Liberal  Chairman  Warren  Allemand 
refused  to  allow  the  Committee  to  drop  the  consideration  of  Bill  C-68  for 


unconstitutionality,  and  the  Committee's  Liberal  majority  voted  to  ignore 
the  entire  problem. 

That  was  an  incredible  demonstration  of  arrogance,  ignorance  and 
incompetence.  It  is  going  to  come  back  to  haunt  the  Liberals. 

The  first  time  an  aboriginal  person  is  up  on  charges  under  ANY  provision 
of  C-68,  his  lawyer  is  going  to  be  able  to  claim  that  C-68  was  never  legally 
before  the  House,  therefore  could  never  have  been  legally  enacted,  and  it  is 
therefore  null  and  void  in  its  entirety. 

I do  wonder  what  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  will  do  with  THAT  mess. 

Dave  Tomlinson,  NFA 

"RE:  Native  American  Assimilation  Act"  

Date:  Sun,  11  Ian  1998  23:51:27  EST 
From:  NISHNAWBE  <NISHNAWBE@aol . com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  Please  help(this  is  important) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  GreywolfT  <GreywolfT(3aol . com> 

UUCP  email 

O'siyo  Friends  and  Family, 
lanuarylO, 1998 

I'm  writing  this  to  you  in  hopes  that  what  I just  received  will  get 
passed  on  to  as  many  people  as  possible.  Ignorance  is  the  best  ally  the 
government  can  have  at  this  point.  What  this  law,  if  passed,  will  do  is 
devastate  our  lands.  It  will  teach  our  children  that  there  is  no  room  for 
diversity,  abolish  some  of  the  richest  culture  this  nation  could  have,  not 
to  mention  tie  the  final  knot  in  a drive  to  exterminate  the  indian 
Heritage.  We  are  going  into  a new  era  and  fast.  Is  this  the  way  we  want  to 
start  it??  I urge  you  to  please  pass  this  on  to  as  many  people  as  you  know. 
Not  just  forwarding  it  to  others  E-mail  but  print  it  out  and  let  it  be 
seen . 

Those  of  you  who  know  me,  know  that  I am  a half breed.  German-Cherokee . 

Yes  this  affects  me  and  not  because  I'm  half  indian  but  because  this  will 
affect  all  nations  and  colors.  If  you  don't  think  this  will  affect  you 
because  you  have  no  indian  lineage  think  again.  So  please  pass  this  on 
with  a good  heart,  and  good  intentions. 

Walk  in  beauty  and  light, 

Tobin  Greywolf 


The  Native  American  Assimilation  Act  of  1998  (Pending) 

Deidre  McDaniel-Miller  wrote: 

To:  NCAI  Representatives  and  Interested  Parties: 

The  Native  American  Assimilation  Act  of  1998  is  pending  US  Congress  when 
it  convenes  in  January  1998.  This  legislation  if  it  should  become  federal 
law  is  a mandate  to  disband  every  Native  American  Tribe  in  the 

United  States  through  a sweep  of  a pen... it  is  the  government's  last 
ditch  effort  to  destroy  once  and  for  all  time  Native  American  Culture, 
Language  and  Independent  Nation  status. 

I urge  you  to  write  and  fight  this  Act  of  Congress  as  unjust  and  immoral 
and  to  demand  that  the  US  Congress  honor  historical  treaties  that  preserve 
Native  Americans  rights  to  self-determination  and  self-rule  as  separate 
Nations.  Though  this  law  looks  innocent  enough  it  will  make  any  future 
offsprings  automatic  US  Citizens  with  no  tribal  affiliations. 

It  will  massacre  the  future  of  many  young  Native  Americans  whose  hopes 
and  dreams  depend  on  tribal  monies  to  obtain  higher  educations;  higher 
standards  of  living  and  continued  health  services.  If  this  legislation  is 
allowed  to  pass  it  will  dissolve  tribal  lands  and  they  will  be  state-owned 
not  tribal  owned\operated . 

The  Native  American  Assimilation  Act  of  1998  will  disavow  tribal  law  and 
statues;  it  will  not  permit  cultural  traditions  to  continue,  but  will  be 
more  a betrayal  of  Native  America(  it  falls  near  the  100  anniversary  of 
than  was  Wounded  Knee.  We  must  voice  against  this  effort  to  undo  all  the 


gains  Native  Americans  have  made  in  the  last  century. 

I urge  you  to  fight  to  preserve  what  our  forefathers  fought  for  and  died 
for  and  defended  in  every  war  since  before  the  Civil  War:  Freedom.  Why 
should  I get  involved?  First,  I am  Cherokee  by  Blood  through  my  Maternal 
Grandfather  and  Great-Grandmother  (who  was  full-blood). 

Second,  I believe  in  Native  Americans'  ties  to  earth  and  nature 
believing  than  humankind  can  not  continue  without  contributions  of  such 
cultural  teachings.  I ask  you:  no,  upon  honor,  I demand  you  contact  as 
many  individuals  and  groups  letting  them  know  of  this  devastating  effort 
of  final  genocide  against  native  peoples. 

I am  only  one  person  and  I found  out  this  information  by  accident  while 
surfing  the  web.  I need  your  help!!!! 

If  you  get  this  please  forward  to  as  many  Native  American  links  at  your 
location .Thank-you  for  your  time... May  the  sun  never  set  on  Native 
America ! ! ! ! 

Sincerely, 

Deidre  McDaniel  (nee'  Everly)-  Miller 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Friends  and  concerned  parties  (and  we  all  should  be  concerned,  if  we  have  a 
conscience  and  a heart)  : 

This  is  information  that  I became  aware  of  that  shoots  my  heart  through 
with  sadness  and  fear  for  the  future  of  our  children  . I am  adding  my 
opinion  and  words  to  this  document  that  was  forwarded  to  me,  and  sending  it 
to  as  many  people  as  possible.  I am  also  taking  a copy  to  the  campus  branch 
of  AIM  at  Portland  State  University,  where  hopefully  it  will  be  distributed 
and  widely  responded  to  . Please  take  action  immediately  --  the  future  is 
at  stake.  I only  hope  it  is  not  too  late. 

Walk  in  peace  . 

Shehowtchs  Ian.  10th,  1998 


To  Whoever  reads  this. 

Please  send  this  to  as  many  friends  as  you  can  and  in  your  own  words 
...tell  the  U.S  government  what  you  think  of  this  piece  of  legislation. 

Please  use  good  words, good  heart  but  PLEASE  DO  IT  !!!! 

TAL0N  W0LF 


Ya  ta  say  friends,  this  is  the  Assimilation  Act  which  is  pending.  I have 
notified  everyone  I can  in  local  area  and  national  but  no  one  is  listening! 
Send  out  to  your  radio  and  TV  stations,  we  need  everyone's  help  on  this. 
Ashoge,  ApacheMa 

- "RE:  New  Scientific  Discovery"  

Date:  Wed,  07  Ian  1998  01:54:58  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : New  scientific  discovery  (by  me) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Kwee  friends, 

Reading  all  those  posts  from  people  who  don't  know  the  bloody  history  of 
LBH , Wounded  Knee,  etc.  made  me  remember  something  I read  a long  time  ago, 
about  how  some  react  to  things  they  find  threatening.  I think  it  fits 
those  who  believe  that  actually  doing  something  about  the  Acteal  massacre 
is  useless  too. 

It  sort  of  fits  with  our  discussions  about  the  origin  of  man,  too.  I 
learned  it  from  an  animal.  A very  small  animal  that  lives  on  another 
continent . . . 

In  the  jungles  of  the  Philippines  and  Borneo  lives  a tiny,  fur-covered, 
fruit-eating  animal,  3 to  6 inches  long  with  a fluffy  tail  twice  that.  It 
is  nocturnal  & falls  prey  to  snakes  & many  other  predators.  It's  called  a 
Tarsier,  a tree-dwelling  mammal  with  huge  soft  brown  eyes  full  of 
innocence  and  fear,  and  hands  that  are  *the  exact  duplicates  of  human 
hands  in  every  detail*!  The  hands  are  not  surprising,  given  that  the 
Tarsier  is  the  earliest  direct  mammalian/primate  link  to  Homo  Sapiens 


known  to  science  that  is  still  alive  as  a species. 

Britannica  says  that  "...  the  skull  specialization  and  hind  limb 
development  "[are]"  clearly  indicative  of  our  common  stock."  But  I have 
noted  another  similarity  Britannica  doesn't  mention  at  all;  a similarity 
between  these  two  species  that  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  *much*  greater 
importance  than  those  astounding  little  hands  or  "skull  specialization",  a 
characteristic  of  significance  that  is  typical  of  and  unique  to  both 
species . 

When  threatened,  even  to  the  point  of  imminent  destruction  that  could  be 
easily  be  avoided  by  fast  and  simple  action,  the  Tarsier's  primary 
instinct  is  to  immediately  covers  its  eyes  with  its  little  'human'  hands 
and,  . . . Presto  ! The  threat  disappears  ! ! 

To  mankind's  great  misfortune,  philosophers,  psychologists,  and  other 
"learned  persons  and  other  experts,"  seem  to  have  taken  all  too  little 
notice  of  this  second  similarity,  so,  "...  clearly  indicative  of  our 
common  stock." 

This  discovery  of  mine  explains  the  attitudes  of  "If  I can't  see  it,  it 
ain't  there,"  I think.  Let  me  know  if  you  agree, 
with  respect...  masi:cho... 

"RE : AIM/A  Personal  View"  

Date:  Mon,  12  lan  1998  16:54:13  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : AIM  (a  personal  view) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

For  what  it's  worth  in  the  discussion  re  AIM... 

Nelson  Small  Legs  Dr.  The  name  came  back  to  me  as  I prayed  for  the  dead 
in  front  of  the  Mexican  embassy.  I don't  know  if  too  many  here  remember 
Nelson.  (He  was  often  called  "lunior"  since  Nelson  was  also  his  dad's 
white-name) . He  was  a fine  young  man  & a strong,  smart  warrior  in  the 
early  years  of  The  Struggle.  Southern  Alberta  AIM  coordinator  if  I 
remember  right.  I don't  recall  whether  his  family  was  Siksikawa 
(Blackfoot)  or  Kaiinawa  (Blood)  or  Peigan.  It  is  one  of  the  families  of 
the  3 Sisksika  Confederacy  Nations  in  Southern  Alberta/northern  Montana.  I 
first  met  Nelson  in  the  50's  (I  think?).  Didn't  talk  to  him  much  then 
'cause  he  was  a little  kid  & I was  just  a bigger  kid  then.  But  when  he  was 
a man  I ran  into  him  again.  I was  gathering  food  & blankets  to  run  into 
Wounded  Knee  from  families  up  north  & the  AIM  chapter  he  was  part  of  was 
organizing  getting  it  across  the  border  to  those  who  had  the  job  of 
getting  supplies  in  through  miles  of  redneck  vigilantes,  GOON  squads  & the 
inner  circle  of  2000+  US  Army  troops,  FBI  & US  marshalls.  The  supplies 
wasn't  just  for  the  folks  inside  the  Knee  but  also  for  those  in  Pine  Ridge 
who  were  on  the  FBI/Tribal  Council  blacklist.  All  the  traditional 
families,  most  with  children,  all  the  elders  too  beat-up  or  terrorized  to 
go  get  wood  or  food...  (A  good  dozen  of  those  "packers",  bringing  the 
supplies  for  many  miles  on  foot  at  night,  were  caught,  killed  & buried  on 
the  spot,  by  the  way.  That's  something  few  outside  of  AIM  remember  or 
commemorate  today,  unfortunately.  They  also  deserve  honor  songs.) 

Anyway,  I was  thinking  of  Nelson  & AIM  in  the  back  pew  of  my  mind  while 
the  front  pew  was  praying.  And  I had  the  thought  that  Nelson  & AIM  suffer 
from  the  same  curse.  They  care  so  much,  it's  sometimes  too  much.  They  take 
on  so  much  of  the  burden  of  pain  they  see  & hear  that  something  sometimes 
breaks  under  the  weight  of  it  all. 

One  time  during  that  summer  of  '73  I was  sitting  with  Nelson  'way  after 
midnight.  I had  just  delivered  another  load  of  supplies  & he'd  made  calls, 
got  the  border  crossing  & pick-up  on  the  other  side  arranged  & we'd  loaded 
it  all  up  & it  was  finally  on  its  way.  He  was  really  tired,  but  he 
didn't/couldn't  stop.  People  kept  coming  with  problems,  as  they  had  all 
day.  As  they  did  every  day.  Not  just  people  from  his  reserve  but  from 
other  places  too.  - So&so  who's  daughter  was  raped  by  white  farm  boys  out 
"squaw-hunting"  (a  popular  white  teenagers'  "sport"  in  Alberta,  BC, 
Saskatchewan  & Manitoba  for  many  years)  or  news  that  another  old  Indian 


had  been  beaten  to  pulp  for  not  getting  off  the  sidewalk  when  whites 
walked  by  in  Calgary,  then  news  of  another  Indian  mother  who'd  had  her 
kids  grabbed  out  of  her  home  by  welfare  while  she  was  scrubbing  clothes  at 
the  creek  a few  hundred  feet  away,  and  on  & on  they  kept  coming  to  Nelson. 
When  I left  to  head  back  north  he  was  still  listening  to  people,  & there 
were  3 or  4 waiting  to  speak  to  him.  I never  saw  him  again. 

Eventually,  Nelson  took  so  much  of  the  pain,  from  so  many,  so  fast,  that 
the  only  way  he  saw  to  stop  the  anguish  & horror  that  filled  his  huge 
heart  was  to  put  a bullet  through  it.  He  wasn't  yet  30  yrs  old  at  the 
time. 

Many  Indian  people  who  come  to  this  ng  seem  to  forget  what  life  was  like 
before  "Red  Power",  before  AIM...  AIM  reminded  all  Indian  people,  from 
Nations  all  over  this  continent,  in  cities  & even  the  smallest,  most 
isolated  villages,  that  they  were/are  human  beings,  that  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  dignity.  I joke  by  saying  that  the  average  Indian's  height 
increased  by  3 inches  when  AIM  came  along.  When  you  consider  backbones 
long  bent  straightening  out,  it's  not  far  from  the  truth. 

I note  that  some  of  those  who  knock  AIM  have  good  post-secondary 
educations.  I ask  you  to  stop  & think;  do  you  really  think  that  there 
would  be  a campus  in  North  America  today  where  Indians  could  attend 
without  being  spit  on,  beaten,  raped,  hounded  &/or  mocked  until  getting 
out  would  be  your  only  solution,  if  AIM  hadn't  shaken  the  world?  Do  you 
think  there  wouldn't  be  an  Indian  prostitute  on  every  corner  in  most 
western  cities,  trying  to  feed  her  habit  or  her  kids  the  only  way 
available  (or  permitted)  if  it  wasn't  for  AIM?  You  may  have  forgotten  or 
never  seen  the  "before-time". 

The  next  time  you  feel  the  urge  to  knock  AIM,  stop  & think.  The  next 
time  you  hear  or  see  an  AIM  member  saying  or  doing  something  that  is 
destructive,  remember  the  pain  that  filled  Nelson's  heart  & understand  & 
forgive.  If  more  among  us  shared  more  of  that  load,  gave  a few  hours  each 

week  of  our  "busy-busy"  lives  to  help  our  relations,  maybe  those  AIM 

members  you  consider  as  "negative"  would  have  less  pain  & anger  in  their 
overflowing  hearts,  & act  a bit  kinder,  a bit  smarter,  a bit  more 
"tolerantly".  Until  such  time  as  more  of  the  load  Indians  carry  is  shared 
by  more  people,  I may  not  forget  some  dumb  or  hurtful  things  a few  in  AIM 
have  said  or  done,  but  I forgive,  because  of  the  much  greater  good  they 
have  done  & still  do.  (And  we  need  to  hear  more  about  all  that  AIM  does  in 
the  communities,  both  in  cities  & "back  home".) 

To  all  of  you  at  AIM,  young  or  old,  men  or  women,  at  home  or  in  cities, 

all  those  who  stay  true  to  this  great  and  ancient  family  of  families, 

masi : CHO ! 


"RE : who  Made  You?"  

Date:  Tue,  06  Han  1998  00:58:42  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 

Sub j : I did  not  write  this  but  you  should  read  it. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Karoniaktajen 

These  are  words  written  by  Karoniaktajen  and  I think  you  will 
enjoy  these  Mohawk  Elder  words..  He  has  now  joined  the  Creator  and  I 
am  sure  happy  to  see  that  someone  is  keeping  his  words  alive  in  these 
days . 

WHO  MADE  YOU  ? 

The  white  man  says  Indians  came  from  Asia  by  way  of  the  Bering  Strait.  If 
they  were  Indians  maybe,  an  Indian  being  a native  of  India.  The  particular 
Indian  were  talking  about  is  the  Onkwehonwe,  you  know  the  native  American. 
They  say  the  red  man  crossed  over  from  Asia  on  a "land  bridge"  or 
steppings  islands  ( like  stepping  stones  ).  Our  mighty  ancestors  took 
mighty  strides.  The  master  story  tellers  say  the  time  of  this  migration 
was  12,000  years  ago.  Since  it's  a scientific  estimation,  therefore,  its 
impressive.  They  came  to  this  conclusion  by  reading  the  rocks.  Now  you 
guys,  you  wanna  watch  out  and  avoid  rocks.  They  can  betray  your  passage 


even  if  you  passed  12,000  years  ago.  The  scientists  can  even  detect,  if 
slightly,  your  ancient  fragrance  that  you  left  behind  as  you  passed  the 
rocks . 

Another  set  of  scientists,  after  much  reading  and  smelling  the  rocks, 
said  that  many  moons  ago,  there  was  an  Ice  Age  that  lasted  about  one 
million  years  and  covered  the  north  American  continent  whit  a sheet  of  ice 
four  miles  high,  half  way  down  to  Mexico  from  the  Canadian  border.  They 
estimated  that  the  ice  receded  10,000  years  ago.  If  thats  so,  then  simple 
arithmetic  tells  us  the  the  ice  bound  Canada  was  covered  with  ice  over 
four  miles  thick.  Let  us  envision  the  ancestors  coming  over  in  the 
rarefied  air,  four  miles  high  and  refrigerated  atmosphere  at  least  100 
below  zero,  in  thermal  suits  and  space  helmets  with  bottles  of  oxygen 
strapped  to  their  backs.  It  was  a tremendous  trip  of  thousands  of  miles. 

Scientists  are  resourceful  fellow.  The  first  bunch  decided  to  stick  to 
their  guns  regarding  the  12,000  year  estimate.  They  took  a leaf  from  the 
Holy  Scriptures  where  Moses  with  his  magic  wand  struck  the  Red  Sea  which, 
thereupon  parted  and  allowed  the  Israelites  to  walk  through,  after  which 
the  sea  returned  and  swallowed  the  Egyptian  army  pursuing  the  Israelites 
refugees.  The  Egyptian  protest  the  story  saying  there's  nothing  in  their 
history  about  such  an  event.  The  scientists  disregard  that  and  have  the 
leader  of  future  Indians  in  possession  on  an  equally  magical  wand  which 
parted  the  ice  and  allowed  the  wanderers  through.  The  scientists 
didn't  say  it  in  quite  that  way  but  they  revised  the  ice  picture  and  have 
an  ice  free  alley  through  which  they  have  our  ancestors  walling  out  the 
Bering  Strait  theory.  We,  too  protest  there's  nothing  in  our  history  about 
such  an  event. 

As  far  as  we're  concerned,  our  ancestors  made  their  debut  into  this 
valley  of  happiness  right  here  on  this  land  of  Onkwehonwekeh  (America) 
just  as  the  white  man  originated  in  southern  Europe,  the  blacks  in  africa 
and  the  Asiatics  in  Asia.  The  Bering  Strait  theory  is  a tongue  in  cheek 
propaganda  to  make  the  Onkwehonwe  think  that  they  also  are  aliens  in 
their  own  land  and  that  they,  the  Europeans  have  just  as  much  right  to  be 
in  America.  The  scientists  are  trying  to  justify  in  the  white  people's 
mind  their  presence  on  Red  man's  land.. 

By  Late 
Louis  Hall 


"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Ian  98  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

I encourage  correspondents  to  be  cautious  when  corresponding  with 
anyone  in  prison.  Especially  be  aware  that  some  things  we  take  for  granted 
as  a part  of  our  ceremonies  are  very  much  contraband  in  the  prison 
system.  Always  ask  what  is  permitted  before  you  send  anything.  In  most 
prisons,  the  chaplain  can  be  a conduit  for  ceremonial  items  a prisoner 
cannot  receive  directly. 


From:  AMHirsch  <hrsch@mIL.dynanet.com> 

Date:  Thu,  08  Ian  1998  19:58:38  -0500 

I have  two  native  american  men  who  are  in  Allenwood  Federal  prison  and 
would  like  to  be  added  to  the  list  to  receive  mail. 

Mr.  Mitchell  Prinski  - Cherokee/Lumbee 

44839-066 

USP  Allenwood 

PO  Box  3000 

White  Deer  PA  17887 


Mr.  Amos  Boone  - Navajo 


29059-008 
P 0 Box  3000 
White  Deer  PA  17887 

Thank  you  for  this  service! 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

"03"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


Wolverine  (William  3ones  Ignace) 

Political  Prisoner 

Box  4000 

Abbotsford,  BC 

V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 

or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Both  Laura  and  I would  greatly  appreciate  knowing  about  any  other 
Native  inmate  needing  contact.  Please  send  correspondence  to 
evestar@juno.com 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  11  3an  1998  21:38:28  -0800 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  37 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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GOOD  TO  START  THE  NEW  YEAR  ON. 


Be  firm,  be  bold,  be  strong,  be  true; 

And,  dare  to  stand  alone 

Strive  for  the  right  whate'er  you  do. 

Though  helpers  there  are  none. 

Stand  for  the  right!  and  with  clean  hands 
Exalt  the  truth  on  high; 

Thou 'It  find  warm  sympathizing  hearts 
Among  the  passers-by. 

Stand  for  the  right!  proclaim  it  loud. 
Thou 'It  find  an  answering  tone 
In  honest  hearts,  and  thou 'It  no  more 
Be  doomed  to  stand  alone. 

Printed  by  request. 


THE  FOOTBALL  BANQUET. 


The  Football  team  of  '97  entertained  the  Dickinson  College  team  last 
Friday  evening.  A few  guests  besides  were  invited. 

At  the  entrance  door  to  the  gymnasium,  the  reception  committee  stood 
and  gave  each  a hand  of  welcome  to  the  guests  as  they  entered. 

The  large  room  was  decorated  with  flags  and  Japanese  lanterns.  Here 
the  company  promenaded  to  music  and  stood  or  sat  in  groups  as  they 
chatted  socially. 

At  8:30  it  was  announced  that  the  Banquet  Hall  --  the  Y.M.C.A.'s 
cheerfully  lighted  apartment  --  was  in  readiness. 

Then  the  guests  mounted  the  stairs  and  entered  the  beautifully 
decorated  room,  festooned  with  evergreens  and  Dickinson  and  Carlisle 
colors,  which  with  potted-plants  and  flower  stands  here  and  there,  and 
long  rows  of  tables  laden  with  fruit,  nuts  and  candy,  presented  a most 
satisfying  scene. 

On  each  plate  was  a card  with  the  name  of  the  person  who  was  to 
occupy  the  seat,  so  that  there  was  no  difficulty  in  finding  the  places 
assigned . 

All  seated,  the  waitresses,  consisting  of  twenty  of  our  girls,  began 
to  pass  the  edibles  in  the  courses  as  given  upon  the  modest  little 
menus,  that  had  been  printed  on  enameled  paper,  covered  with  leather 
colored  backs  and  cut  in  the  shape  of  a football. 

First  came  Malaga  grapes,  then  soup  and  wafers,  followed  by  sliced 
turkey,  Saratoga  chips,  cranberry  jelly,  olives  and  pickles.  This 
cleared  way,  buttered  bread  and  creamed  oyster  were  served,  and  then  the 
chicken  salad.  The  ice  cream,  cake  nuts  and  raisins  came  in  order  and 
coffee  to  end  with. 

Nearly  two  delightful  hours  were  thus  consumed,  when  Toast-master, 

Mr.  Thompson,  made  his  opening  remarks. 

Prof.  Mills  of  Dickinson  responded  to  "A  Kicker  - What  is  He  Worth?" 

Prof.  Stauffer,  Dickinson,  "Football  from  the  Standpoint  of  a Coach." 

Assistant  Superintendent  Standing,  "Home  Pastimes  of  the  Original 
Indians . " 

Prof.  Mclntire,  Dickinson,  "Football  from  the  Standpoint  of  an 
Alumnus . " 

Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock,  '90  "Should  Football  be  Abolished?" 

Mr.  Ford,  Dickinson,  "Football  in  the  Past." 

Mr.  Frank  Cayou,  '96,  "Past,  Present  and  Future  of  the  Carlisle 
Indian  School  Team." 

Capt.  Craver,  Dickinson,  "Football  at  the  Present." 

Mr.  Edward  Rogers,  '97,  "Benefits  from  Football." 

Mr.  Devall,  Dickinson,  "Football  of  the  Future." 

Capt.  Pierce,  "Personnel  of  the  Carlisle  Indian  Team." 

That  the  evening  was  complete  in  all  its  appointments  was  well 
attested  by  the  pleasure  depicted  on  every  countenance  as  the  time 


passed . 

At  an  hour  later  than  usual  for  such  evenings  at  the  Indian  School, 
the  company  dispersed,  well  satisfied  that  proper  football  is  a good 
thing,  and  the  annual  banquet  even  better. 


HOW  TO  EAT. 


Says  a writer  in  American  Women:  The  young  person  is  to  be  sincerely 
pitied  who  has  had  no  careful  mother,  nurse  or  governess  to  attend  to 
the  teaching  of  table  manners  in 
(continued  on  page  4) 


(page  2) 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  through  a friend  of  the  whereabouts  of  Susie 
Farwell,  since  she  left  her  New  England  post  of  duty  as  a nurse.  She  is 
now  Mrs.  Glenn  and  is  happy  in  her  home  in  Rockvale,  Montana.  Olive 
Yellowface  was  with  her  and  they  love  to  reminisce  on  the  good  times 
they  used  to  have  at  Carlisle. 

The  December  Number  of  "The  Indian  News,"  published  at  Genoa, 
Nebraska,  is  full  of  interesting  items.  It  is  published  monthly  for  15 
cents  a year.  Do  not  some  of  our  boys  and  girls  either  here  or  in  the 
country  wish  to  take  it?  Address,  The  Indian  News,  Genoa,  Nebraska. 

A TABLE  GAME  INVENTED  BY  AN  INDIAN,  AND  AN  APACHE  INDIAN  AT  THAT: 
--Mr.  Antonio  Apache,  the  inventor  of  "Lakota"  has  spared  no  pains  to 
make  his  game,  which  is  something  like  "Fox  and  Geese,"  attractive  to 
children.  There  are  pictures  of  warriors  on  the  buffalo  chase,  tepees 
and  other  curious  Indian  pictures.  The  Indians  on  horseback  which  are 
used  by  the  players  are  made  of  metal.  It  is  an  Apache  game,  adapted  to 
white  children,  and  it  is  a very  easy  game  to  learn.  One  dollar  is  the 
price,  postage  paid,  to  any  part  of  the  United  States.  Or,  one  of  these 
games  will  be  sent  FREE  for  35  subscriptions.  Address  HELPER. 

George  Suis,  '95,  who  was  so  near  death's  door  in  our  hospital  last 
year,  with  Pneumonia,  and  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  go  to  his 
Montana  home,  writes  a letter  of  good  cheer  to  his  friend,  Mr.  John 
Steele,  of  Carlisle,  saying  he  has  completely  regained  his  usual 
strength.  That  means  a great  deal,  as  George,  before  his  illness,  was 
strong  and  robust.  "Montana  is  a great  country,"  he  says  "for  sick 
people."  Stock-raising  and  farming  are  the  general  industries  of  the 
Crows.  He  speaks  of  the  snow-capped  Rockies,  100  miles  away,  which  seem 
near,  and  of  the  agency,  which  he  says  is  prettily  located.  It  is  often 
called  the  Queen  City  of  the  Valley.  Game,  such  as  deer,  bear,  and 
"water-fowl"  is  plentiful,  and  judging  from  the  general  tenor  of  his 
letter,  which  Mr.  Steele  kindly  allowed  us  to  read,  George  is  enjoying 
life. 

Rev.  H.W.  Wile's  1st  lesson  of  the  year,  given  in  his  last  Sunday 
afternoon's  sermon  was  upon  the  Influence  of  individual  character, 
taking  his  text  from  the  15th  verse  of  the  24th  chapter  of  Doshua:  "As 
for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord."  He  would  have  us  ask 
ourselves.  Is  our  influence  for  evil  or  for  good?  If  we  are  mean,  low, 
vicious,  lie  and  deceive  we  wield  an  influence  for  evil;  if  good  and 
true,  and  if  we  try  to  live  good  lives  we  wield  an  influence  which  will 
make  the  world  better.  He  told  two  very  impressive  stories  showing  the 
force  of  love  on  the  human  heart. 

Friends  of  Lillie  A.  Schanadore,  give  us  this  news  of  her  whereabouts 
and  doings.  She  writes  that  there  is  good  sleighing  in  Wisconsin,  and 
that  they  had  a good  time  Christmas.  She  is  living  with  a minister's 
family  in  Appleton.  She  tells  of  the  marriage  of  Roger  Silas  to  one  of 
our  school  girls,  and  says  that  Thomas  Schanadore  and  Zippa  Metoxen 
former  students  who  became  man  and  wife  last  spring,  have  moved  to  a new 
home. 

The  aged,  middle-aged  and  young,  all  read  the  HELPER.  A Plainfield 
subscriber  in  renewing  says:  "I  have  put  two  dimes  in  my  letter  by  way 
of  persuading  you  to  come  another  year  to  two  of  your  interested  friends 

in  New  Jersey.  When  you  get  to  Plainfield  ring  the  bell  at  No.  and 

inquire  for  . The  former  although  86  years  old  does  not  fail  to 


notice  if  you  come  a day  or  even  one  mail  late,  and  is  much  interested 
in  the  news  you  bring. 

This  is  a very  pleasing  post  script  to  a letter  received  recently 
from  Mrs.  Otto  Wells,  now  at  the  Rainy  Mountain  School,  Anadarko,  O.T. 
The  P.S.  was  from  little  Mattie,  who  was  named  after  Miss  Barr  and  whom 
the  child  calls  Auntie.  "Dear  Aunt.  Mamma  forgot  to  tell  you  that  I 
have  a little  brother.  His  name  is  Alfred  Morrison  Wells."  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Mary  and  Otto  were  married  at  our  school  a few  years 
since . 

LeRoy  Kennedy,  teacher,  at  Cheyenne  River  agency  Boarding  School, 
South  Dakota,  has  been  promoted  to  Superintendent  and  transferred  to  the 
Yainax  school  in  Oregon.  --  [The  Indian  News. 

Mr.  Kennedy  is  one  of  our  New  York  Indians  who  graduated  in  '96.  If 
the  news  be  true,  LeRoy  is  the  first  of  our  graduates  to  become  a school 
Superintendent . 

Miss  Rosa  Bourassa,  '90,  (not  90  years  old  but  belonging  to  class 
'90)  is  teaching  at  Ft.  Hall,  Idaho,  and  from  gentle  whispers  around  we 
gain  that  she  enjoys  her  work.  A very  short  and  business  like  letter 
for  renewal  of  HELPER  subscription,  came  this  week,  the  first  breeze, 
direct  that  we  have  received  from  the  rose  who  sought  repose  in  the 
west,  and  it's  no  jest. 

Strange  how  news  flies!  Through  a letter  from  a Cambridge,  Mass., 
friend,  we  learn  of  the  doings  of  Dr.  Emily  C.  Miller,  now  of  Ft. 

Simcoe,  Wash.,  but  for  a short  time  with  our  school  force.  Dr.  Miller 
spent  an  afternoon  and  took  tea  with  Miss  Bulfinch  in  Cambridge,  not 
long  since,  and  they  talked  of  the  Carlisle  work. 

Many  would  be  well  off  if  they  could  but  think  so. 
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On  our  roll  today;  851  students. 

In  country  homes,  224. 

Hunger  finds  no  fault  with  the  cook. 

Thick  fog  for  two  evenings  this  week. 

Monday's  snow  made  fine  snow-balling. 

Fine  snow  balling  makes  fine  wet  shoes  and  damp  clothing. 

Fine  wet  shoes  and  damp  clothing  make  fine  sore  throats  and  coughing. 

The  best  doctors  are  Dr.  Diet,  Dr.  Quiet  and  Dr.  Merryman. 

The  new  lights  in  the  school  rooms  are  giving  excellent  satisfaction. 

Miss  Seonia  has  been  on  a little  visit  to  Miss  Cummins,  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Philip,  of  Philadelphia  was  among  the  visitors  of  the 
week. 

Secretary  Brockman,  of  the  World's  Student  Volunteer  Movement,  led 
the  Sunday  evening  service. 

Mrs.  Charles  Wolfel,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  visited  the  school  and 
requested  that  the  HELPER  be  sent  to  her  home. 

Ollie  Choteau  and  Kitty  Silverheels  have  joined  the  printing  class, 
having  a desire  to  become  business  women. 

Mrs.  Burns  and  son  Harcourt,  who  have  been  guests  of  Mrs.  Given  for 
some  time,  left  for  Wilmington,  Del,  yesterday. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  was  detained  from  returning  to  Wilson  College 
after  the  holiday  vacation,  by  an  attack  of  sore  throat. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weber  and  children  spent  a very  happy  vacation  among 
friends  in  Reading,  returning  last  Thursday  evening. 

The  Assembly  Hall  is  being  re-seated,  this  week,  with  fine  new  seats, 
which  are  being  so  arranged  as  to  accommodate  more  people. 

Miss  Barr  and  the  hospital  force  are  greatly  rejoiced  over  a handsome 
new  rolling  chair  which  Santa  Claus  brought  the  sick.  They  are  having 
hard-wood  floors  put  down  in  the  kitchen  and  anti-dust  varnish  on  the 
other  floors. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  received  and  put  in  place  in  the  gymnasium  office, 
an  instrument  for  measuring  nerve  force.  It  is  called  a Dynamometer. 

The  exercises  given  our  pupils  this  year,  under  Mr.  Thompson's 
instructions  are  a combination  of  the  German  and  Swedish  systems. 

Professor  and  Mrs.  Mclntire,  of  Dickinson  College,  were  among  the 


guests  at  the  banquet  on  Friday  evening  upon  whom  interest  centered, 
they  having  been  but  recently  married.  Mrs.  Mclntire,  who  is  from  New 
England,  seemed  to  enjoy  what  was  to  her,  no  doubt,  a unique 
entertainment . 

lames  S.  Wilson,  aged  75,  now  Equipment  Agent  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio,  R.R.,  travelling  constantly  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  was 
a most  welcome  visitor  at  Capt.  Pratt's  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday.  When 
the  Captain  was  a boy  of  thirteen,  Mr.  Wilson  gave  him  his  first  job  of 
work,  which  was  to  saw  into  stove-lengths,  split  and  pile  up  nicely, 
seven  cords  of  hickory  wood.  A few  months  after,  Mr.  Wilson  gave  the 
Captain  regular  employment  which  lasted  for  two  years.  Mr.  Wilson  said 
he  gave  the  second  job  because  the  first  was  done  so  well. 

The  news  comes  from  Pawhuska,  O.T.,  that  Chester  Smith,  who  went  home 
a few  months  ago,  ill,  is  dead.  Chester  was  one  of  the  most  ambitious 
Osages  we  ever  had.  He  went  home  last  summer  and  contracted  the  chills 
and  fever,  while  there.  When  he  returned  in  the  Fall  he  was  ill,  and 
never  recovered,  the  disease  going  into  Consumption.  Chester  was 
respected  and  esteemed  by  all  his  Carlisle  associates. 

Mrs.  Frances  D.  Barnes,  World's  Secretary  of  the  Young  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  will  meet  invited  guests  at  the  home  of  Miss 
Nana  Pratt,  this  afternoon,  and  will  speak  this  evening  in  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church,  at  8 o'clock,  on  the  subject  of  "A  New  Light  on  an 
Old  Picture." 

The  order  in  some  of  the  rooms  as  our  reporter  passed  through  on 
Wednesday  evening,  during  study  hour  was  so  excellent  that  the  clock  was 
distinctly  heard  all  the  while.  A great  difference  in  the  air  was 
noticed.  In  some  rooms  there  seemed  to  be  no  impurity,  in  others, 
poisonous  odors  were  very  marked. 

Mr.  Frank  Hudson,  '96,  who  has  become  famous  for  kicking  goal,  has 
been  elected  Captain  of  our  school  football  team  for  '98.  Capt.  Pierce, 
who  has  resigned,  deserves  great  credit  for  his  excellent  work  with  the 
team,  and  for  the  manly  bearing  and  courage  he  has  displayed  throughout 
his  long  term.  He  has  probably  been  Captain  of  one  team  longer  than  any 
man  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Frank  Bosler,  of  Carlisle,  with  two  friends,  Mr.  Mesener,  of 
California  and  Mr.  Heman  of  Harrisburg,  were  interested  visitors  at  the 
school  the  past  week.  Mr.  Mesener  was  a visitor  at  Fort  Arbuckle, 

Indian  Territory,  thirty  years  ago,  when  Capt.  Pratt  was  stationed 
there,  at  which  time  there  was  a serious  night  alarm  and  the  firing  of 
many  guns.  Fortunately  no  one  was  injured. 

Wm.  Woodward  Barclay,  of  the  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.C., 
brother  of  our  Miss  Barclay  visited  the  school  last  week.  Miss 
Barclay's  father,  Mr.  W.H.  Barclay,  is  now  in  town  boarding  at  the 
Wellington.  Mrs.  Barclay,  who  for  several  months  was  with  her  daughter 
at  the  school,  while  Mr.  Barclay,  who  is  an  invalid,  was  with  relatives 
north,  has  now  gone  to  the  Wellington. 

Following  Mr.  Wile's  sermon  last  Sunday,  and  as  a practical 
illustration  of  the  power  of  influence,  when  we  are  unconscious  of 
yielding  any,  we  give  a few  lines  from  the  letter  of  an  interested 
subscriber,  who  says:  "I  have  been  interested  in  your  school  ever  since 
passing  Carlisle  several  years  ago,  when  some  Indian  boys  were  about  the 
station.  Their  quiet,  gentlemanly  behavior  would  put  to  shame  a great 
many  boys  who  go  to  college,  and  whose  parents  are  wealthy  and  well 
educated . " 

Miss  Pauli,  who  after  a brief  rest  from  work,  was  transferred  from 
Carlisle  to  the  Mt.  Pleasant  School,  Michigan,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Oneida,  Wisconsin  Boarding  School,  is  again  with  us  as  a teacher, 
receiving  a warm  welcome  from  old  friends  and  students.  Miss  Pauli 
would  not  part  with  the  valuable  experience  she  has  gained  in  the 
western  field,  and  she  speaks  of  her  work  there  and  of  her  newly  formed 
acquaintances  in  a most  interested  manner. 
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(continued  from  first  page) 
childhood,  that  golden  time  when  learning  is  so  easy. 


Men  and  women  are  judged  by  trifles. 

After  a rugged  backwoodsman  has  hewn  his  way  to  a high  place  in  the 
councils  of  the  country,  or,  perhaps,  saved  it  in  hour  of  peril,  one  may 
well  forgive  him  if  he  forgets  the  right  way  to  shake  hands  or  doff  his 
hat  or  enter  a drawing  room,  but  even  he  will  be  unforgiven  if  his  table 
manners  are  untidy  or  offensive. 

Eating  with  the  knife;  lying  with  elbows  on  the  table;  filling  the 
mouth  too  full;  holding  the  fork  awkwardly  with  handle  too  straight; 

(The  handle  should  be  nearly  covered  with  the  palm  of  the  hand  when  used 
to  hold  food  that  is  being  cut);  piling  the  plate  too  full;  all  these 
are  disgusting  habits. 

An  educated  Indian  who  was  visiting  our  school  one  time  remarked  that 
he  had  noticed  that  some  of  our  boys  and  girls  who  came  in  from  country 
homes  had  very  bad  table  manners.  That  was  years  ago,  and  we  hope  we 
have  improved  since  then,  yet  our  table  manners  will  bear  watching,  each 
boy  and  each  girl,  each  teacher  and  each  instructor  for  himself  and  for 
herself  as  long  as  we  live. 


REPUTATION  AND  CHARACTER. 


There  are  two  things  absolutely  necessary  to  a successful  life;  they 
are  character  and  reputation. 

These  two  must  not  be  confounded,  for  according  to  a well  known 
philosopher,  they  are  as  different  as  the  shell  and  the  kernel  of  the 
nut . 

Your  character  is  what  you  are,  while  your  reputation  is  what  the 
world  esteems  you. 

One  may  be  black  and  the  other  spotless,  for  the  world  is  not  a just 
judge,  and  it  often  creates  for  man  a reputation  which  may  be  of  the 
best  while  his  character  may  be  of  the  worst. 

-[Industrial  School  Journal. 


THEY  ALL  DRANK. 


It  is  well  known  that  at  certain  central  agencies  a record  is  kept  of 
the  name,  position,  and  standing  of  nearly  every  business  man  in  the 
country. 

Careful  men  are  employed  to  collect  this  information;  and  it  not  only 
includes  the  amount  of  property  which  the  parties  are  worth,  but  also 
their  standing  as  regards  punctuality,  promptness,  integrity, 
temperance,  morals,  &c. 

A number  of  years  ago,  it  is  stated,  a firm  of  four  men  in  Boston 
were  rated  as  "Al." 

They  were  rich,  prosperous,  young,  and  prompt. 

One  of  them  had  the  curiosity  to  see  how  they  were  rated,  and  found 
these  facts  on  the  book  and  was  satisfied;  but  at  the  end  it  was  written 
"BUT  THEY  ALL  DRINK." 

He  thought  it  was  a good  joke  at  the  time;  but  a few  years  later  two 
of  them  were  dead,  another  was  a drunkard,  and  the  fourth  was  poor  and 
living  partly  on  charity. 

That  one  little  note  at  the  end  of  their  rating  was  the  most 
important  and  significant  of  all  the  facts  collected  and  embodied  in 
their  rating. 


HE  MADE  A LAWYER. 


A young  man  anxious  to  become  a lawyer,  made  application  for  a 
position  in  the  office  of  a barrister,  whereupon  the  following 
unconventional  dialogue  ensued: 

"Well,  young  man,  so  you'd  like  to  be  a lawyer?" 

"Yes,  sir;  I think  I would  like  to  be  one." 

"Where's  your  gun,  my  boy?  I want  to  see  your  gun,  my  young 
gentleman.  Fond  of  sporting  eh?" 

"I  have  no  gun,  sir;  don't  know  whether  I'd  like  gunning." 

"No  gun!  Well,  you  keep  a boat,  then?  Like  boating?" 


"I  do  not  own  a boat,  sir;  do  not  know  how  to  use  one." 

"You  wear  a watch,  or  keep  a dog?" 

"I  am  too  poor  to  wear  a watch,  and  I have  no  dog." 

"You'll  do,  my  lad,  if  you  persevere  in  the  course  you  have  begun. 

The  law  is  a jealous  mistress,  and  cannot  be  won  except  by  undivided 
attention.  Remember  this,  my  lad,  and  I will  insure  your  success.  You 
may  rely  on  any  assistance  I may  render  you." 

The  young  man  entered  the  office,  and  in  time  became  a famous  lawyer. 
-[The  Companion. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  14  letters. 

My  7,  12,  1 is  a name  given  to  young  people. 

My  4,  8 13  is  the  source  of  all  crime. 

My  2,  12,  7 is  not  cold. 

My  6,  11,  3 is  an  animal  that  looks  like  a man. 

My  4,  2,  6,  5,  3 is  what  some  teachers  do  to  bad  pupils. 

My  10,  8,  9 is  a drink. 

My  14,  3,  6,  1,  2 is  something  we  all  must  meet. 

My  whole  is  something  new  that  the  Carlisle  boys  and  girls  will  enjoy 
this  winter  if  the  weather  turns  cold  again. 

S. 

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School 
newspaper  collection  of  the  Cumberland  County 
Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis. 

Carlisle  Indian  School  Research 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 


New  files:  access  these  files  from:  <Listserv(3MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

Type  these  words  exactly  as  shown  in  message  body:  GET  NAT-FILM.MENU 
Website  <http://www.unat.org>  Always  under  construction  | ///////////// | 
Nat-Film  Posts  are  "c"  copyright  original  author/sender  | \\\Role ' em\\\ | 

- — "RE:  Poem:  In  Spirit"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Sep  1996  22:50:07  -0500 
From:  Nokwisa  Yona  <swillett@ro.com> 

Sub j : Where  the  Power  lies 

UUCP  email 

This  may  not  be  to  some  of  your  taste ' s ...  just  some  thoughts,  phrased 
rather  poorly. 

In  Spirit 
Nokwisa  Yona 

The  wheels  turn 
confiscated  vehicles 
houses  shuttered 
dollars  and  sense  taken 
under  the  guise  of  law 
without  law 

democracy  without  a vote 
our  powers 
that  are 
to  be 

one  nation 

of  500  and  1 

under  a god 

they  call  theirs 

and  I can't  own  the  land 

don't  want  to 

but  they  stole  the  mortgage  of 


my  people  and  the 

bank  foreclosed 

they  send  the 

FBI 

DEA 

IRS 

BIA 

and  still 
I'm  free 

without  their  law 
and  Constitution 
within  the  walls 
of  their  institutions 
my  brothers  and  sisters 
still  sing  to  the  wind 
and 

the  earth  hear's 

we're  going  to  take  it  back 

we're  going  to  take  it  back 

Anger  is  a motivator  if  you  allow  it  to  be! 

Nokwisa  Yona 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  10  lan  98  19:16:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  lanuary  26- February  1 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

26 

I am  the  wild  spirit  that  greets  the  dawning  of  this  day. 

27 

I see  the  thread  of  mana  which  passes  from  me  to  all  those  I hold  dear  -- 
we  are  family  --  we  are  ohana. 

28 

If  I feel  hunger  or  thirst,  the  land  will  provide;  if  my  spirit  is  troubled 
the  wind  and  the  sea  will  comfort  me;  if  I am  afraid,  Pele  will  protect  me. 

29 

Each  morning  is  a celebration  of  beginnings. 

30 

The  stars,  na  hoku,  guide  me  at  night  --  they  show  me  the  way  to  my  destiny 

31 

The  will  of  my  ancestral  spirit,  my  'aumakua,  speaks  in  all  that 
I say  or  do. 

PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

February  was  the  time  when  the  anae,  the  mullet,  spawned. 

1 

If  you  want  to  see  the  stars,  you  have  to  look  up! 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  12  3an  1998  23:20:12  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 


Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 


UUCP  email 


From:  Miketben  <Miketben@aol . com> 

Date:  Mon,  5 Dan  1998  19:01:21  EST 
Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - Fwd:  PROTEST 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

**  NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  ** 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

AIM  SUPPORT  GROUPS 
PROTEST 

THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT 

SUPPORT  GROUP  OF  GREATER  CINCINNATI  AND  NORTHERN  KENTUCKY 
and 

THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT  SUPPORT  GROUP  OF  SOUTHERN  KENTUCKY 

WILL  BE  PROTESTING  AN  ARTIFACT  SHOW  AT 

RIPLEY,  OHIO 

FEB.  8,  1998 

SHOW  IS  SPONSORED  BY 

FORT  SALEM  CHAPTER 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  OHIO 

AT 

RIPLEY  HIGH  SCHOOL 
ST.  RT.  T2  BROWN  COUNTY 

PLEASE  COME  AND  DOIN  US  AS  WE  GATHER  TO  CREATE  AWARENESS  FOR  THE  PROTECTION 

OF  OUR  ANCESTORS  GRAVES 

HELP  SAVE  OUR  ANCESTORS  GRAVES 

SEND  QUESTIONS  OR  COMMENTS  TO  MOMFEATHR@AOL.COM 


Date:  Wed,  07  Dan  1998  21:30:16  -0500 

From:  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  <uainel9@IDT.NET> 

Sub j : Dan.  19  Rally  Against  Racism  in  Plymouth,  Mass. 

News  Release 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England 

We  Are  Not  Vanishing,  We  Are  Not  Conquered,  We  Are  As  Strong  As  Ever. 

P.O.  Box  7501  Quincy,  MA  02269 

Tel:  (617)  773-0406  E-mail:  uainel9@idt.net 

Website:  http://idt.net/~uainel9 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  Danuary  7,  1998 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  PROTESTORS  ANNOUNCE 
"RALLY  AGAINST  RACISM"  IN  PLYMOUTH,  MASS. 

MONDAY,  DANUARY  19,  1998  (Martin  Luther  King,  Dr.  Day)  12  NOON 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England  have  called  for  an  indoor  RALLY 
AGAINST  RACISM  in  Plymouth,  Mass,  on  Monday,  Danuary  19,  1998  at  12  noon. 

The  rally  will  be  held  at  the  First  Parish  Church  of  Plymouth  in  Town  Square. 

According  to  Moonanum  Dames,  co-leader  of  UAINE,  "We  are  holding  this  rally 
in  Plymouth  because  we  believe  it  is  important  to  show  that  we  will  not  bow 
down  before  the  police  terror  tactics  that  were  used  against  us  on  National 
Day  of  Mourning. " 

On  November  27,  1997  (Thanksgiving  Day),  a peaceful  group  of  Native 
Americans  and  their  supporters  gathered  for  the  28th  National  Day  of 
Mourning  in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  When  they  attempted  to  march,  a large 
combined  force  of  Plymouth  police,  county  sheriffs  and  Mass,  state  troopers 
as  well  as  plainclothes  agents  from  unknown  agencies  attacked  the  marchers. 
The  cops  brutalized  and  pepper-sprayed  people,  including  elders  and 
children,  and  arrested  25  protesters  on  that  day.  Those  arrested  included 
people  from  the  Four  Directions:  Native,  Black,  Latino,  Asian  and  white, 
young  and  old,  straight  and  lesbian  and  gay.  The  defendants  will  next 
appear  in  court  in  Plymouth  for  pre-trial  conferences  on  Danuary  29. 

Thousands  of  people  --  not  only  in  Massachusetts,  but  from  around  the 


country  and  around  the  world  --  have  been  justifiably  outraged  by  this 
unprovoked  assault  on  peaceful  demonstrators. 

UAINE  co-leader  Mahtowin  Munro  continued,  "Last  month,  an  elder  from  our 
organization,  Sam  Sapiel,  remarked  how  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Dr.  had  a 
dream  of  unity,  and  how  he  had  talked  of  the  day  when  Black  people  would  be 
'free  at  last.  ' Sam  said  that,  for  people  of  color  in  this  country,  there 
is  no  freedom  yet.  That  is  a dream  that  has  yet  to  be  realized.  This  was 
clearly  demonstrated  before  the  eyes  of  the  world  when  the  police  assaulted 
us  in  November  for  simply  attempting  to  march  down  the  streets  of  Plymouth. 
We  felt  that  it  would  be  of  particular  significance  to  hold  this  Rally 
Against  Racism  on  the  occasion  of  the  observance  of  Dr.  King's  birthday.  We 
will  present  a program  of  truth  and  unity  among  the  Four  Directions.  That 
is  an  image  a hundredfold  more  positive  and  powerful  than  the  image  of 
racism  and  hatred  displayed  by  the  town  of  Plymouth  on  National  Day  of 
Mourning. " 

According  to  Dames,  "Although  there  will  be  people  coming  to  this  rally 
from  other  parts  of  New  England,  we  want  to  send  a particular  message  to  the 
people  of  Plymouth.  We  know  that  many  of  them  are  disgusted  and  angered  by 
what  happened  to  us  on  November  27.  Some  of  them  call  us  and  are  even 
afraid  to  give  us  their  names,  because  there  is  such  a climate  of  fear  and 
intimidation  in  Plymouth.  They  are  afraid  that  the  police  will  come  after 
them  next.  This  Rally  Against  Racism  is  where  people  of  conscience  from 
Plymouth  can  come  as  a first  step  toward  fighting  against  racism  and  police 
brutality. " 


Date:  5 Dan  1998  20:27:47  GMT 
From:  aimfl@aol.com  (Aimfl) 

Sub j : FLORIDA  AIM  ST.  PETE  REGIONAL  MEETING  RESCHEDULED  FOR  DAN  24th 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  American  Indian  Movement  of  Florida  is  rescheduling  its  1998  St. 
PETERSBURG  REGIONAL  MEETING  to  Danuary  24,  1998  at  1:00PM  at  the  Univ. 
South  Florida-St.  Pete  Davis  Hall  130.  The  meeting  will  kick  of  a series 
of  twelve  regional  meetings  throughout  Florida. 

The  reasons  for  the  rescheduling  are  to  allow  Florida  AIM  organizers  to 
focus  on  a planned  Danuary  12th  protest  in  solidarity  with  the  Indigenous 
peoples  of  Chiapas  and  to  allow  for  expansion  of  the  meeting  agenda  to 
include  the  St.  Pete  Times  anti-indian  articles  on  the  Seminole  Nation  and 
the  solidarity  with  the  Chiapas  peoples  issues. 

The  meeting  will  include  discussions  on  Burial  Desecration,  plastic 
medicine  people/tribes,  IACA,  ICWA,  Political  Prisoners,  plans  for  a 1998 
statewide  conference  on  Leonard  Peltier,  Indian  prisoners  religious 
freedom  and  others.  The  meeting  is  open  to  the  general  public.  For  more 
information  contact  the  State  Office 
ALL  MUST  RESIST  SO  THAT  NONE  ARE  LEFT  BEHIND 


Date:  Tue,  6 Dan  1998  15:09:41  CST 

From:  "dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu"  <dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Yale  Conference 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

I sent  this  out  earlier,  but  received  an  error  message  suggesting  it  had 
been  suspended  mid-delivery.  My  apologies  if  this  is  a duplicate  mailing 
for  some,  or  all,  of  you. 

Subject:  Conference  on  Native  American  Culture  at  Yale 

"TRANSLATING  NATIVE  AMERICAN  CULTURES:  A CONFERENCE  ON  REPRESENTATION, 
AESTHETICS,  AND  TRANSLATION"  will  be  held  at  Yale  University,  New  Haven, 
Connecticut  on  February  6-8,  1998. 

Major  addresses  by  ELIZABETH  COOK-LYNN  and  N.  SCOTT  MOMADAY. 

Panelists  include  Alan  Kilpatrick,  Ofelia  Zepeda,  George  Charles,  Phil 
Deloria,  Dames  Riding  In,  Thomas  King,  Robert  Warrior,  Kate  Shanley,  Brian 
Wescott,  Craig  Womack,  William  Yellow  Robe,  Homer  Noley,  Ines  Talamantez, 
Christopher  Docks,  and  Clara  Sue  Kidwell. 

Dace  Weaver,  Professor  of  Religious  and  American  Studies  at  Yale  has 


organized  the  conference  to  explore  the  issue  of  how  scholars  represent  and 
translate  Native  cultures.  What  is  the  role  of  academic  study  of  Natives 
for  both  Natives  and  non-Natives?  Should  the  discipline  exist  primarily  to 
serve  Native  peoples  and  fulfill  the  needs  of  tribal  communities?  Or  should 
its  principal  purpose  be  to  gather  and  distribute  information  about  Natives 
and  their  cultures  to  the  wider  non-Native  society.  Professor  Weaver 
observes  that  questions  like  these  have  been  debated  since  Native  American 
Studies  emerged  as  a separate  field  of  study  in  the  1960s.  The  conference's 
principal  sponsors,  the  Whitney  Humanities  Center,  the  Yale  Collection  of 
Western  Americana,  and  the  Beinecke  Rare  Book  and  Manuscript  Library  at  Yale 
University,  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  bring  together  some  of  the  finest 
established  and  emerging  scholars  - all  of  them  Native  themselves  - to 
discuss  how  and  what  ones  teaches  about  the  diversity  of  Native  cultures  in 
the  Americas,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  Native  American  studies  as  a 
discipline.  The  conference  will  also  include  cultural  presentations.  The 
speakers  include  writers,  poets  and  playwrights  who  will  share  brief 
readings  from  their  works.  A full-length  play  by  Monique  Mojica,  entitled 
"Princess  Pocahontas  and  the  Blue  Spots"  will  be  presented  and  a movie  by 
Thomas  King  entitled  "Medicine  River"  will  be  shown  on  campus  during  the 
conference.  A complete  listing  of  conference  events  is  appended  to  this 
announcement . 

The  conference  will  be  held  at  the  Whitney  Humanities  Center,  53  Wall 
Street,  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  On  Saturday  evening,  a reception  and  buffet 
supper  will  be  provided  at  the  Beinecke  Rare  Book  and  Manuscript  Library, 

121  Wall  Street.  There  are  several  hotels  in  New  Haven,  including  the  New 
Haven  Hotel,  229  George  Street,  203-498-3100;  the  Colony  Inn,  1157  Chapel 
Street,  203-776-1234;  and  the  Holiday  Inn  at  Yale,  30  Whalley  Avenue, 
203-777-6221.  Downtown  New  Haven  is  accessible  from  Exit  47  of  the 
Connecticut  Turnpike  (1-95)  or  Exit  3 of  1-91.  Amtrak  and  Metro  North 
provide  train  service  to  New  Haven,  and  air  service  is  available  through 
Tweed-New  Haven  airport. 

The  conference  and  its  related  events,  including  the  reception  and  buffet 
supper  at  the  Beinecke  Library  on  Saturday  evening,  are  open  to  the  public 
without  reservation  or  fee.  For  planning  purposes  we  would  appreciate 
learning  of  your  intention  to  attend.  Please  send  an  email  note  to  George 
Miles,  Curator  of  the  Yale  Collection  of  Western  Americana  at: 

George . Miles@yale . edu 

For  further  information  send  email  to  George  Miles  at  the  above  address  or 
write  Professor  Weaver  at: 

3ace.Weaver@yale.edu 
CONFERENCE  SCHEDULE 
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  5 
8:00  PM 

"Princess  Pocahontas  and  the  Blue  Spots,"  Monique  Mojica.  Location  to  be 
announced 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  6 
2:30  PM 

"Medicine  River,"  Thomas  King.  Whitney  Humanities  Center 
5:00  PM 

Opening  Remarks  & Introductions,  Peter  Brooks,  Director,  Whitney  Humanities 

Center,  Yale  University 

Keynote  Address:  Elizabeth  Cook- Lynn 

8:30  PM 

"Princess  Pocahontas  and  the  Blue  Spots,"  Monique  Mojica.  Location  to  be 
announced 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  7 
9:15  AM 

Opening  Ceremony  and  Introductions,  Dace  Weaver 
9:30  AM 

Translation:  A Panel  Discussion.  Alan  Kilpatrick,  Ofelia  Zepeda,  George 
Charles.  Respondents:  Phil  Deloria,  Dames  Riding  In.  Moderator:  Day  Gitlin 
NOON 

Lunch  break 
1:30  PM 

Keynote  Address:  N.  Scott  Momaday 


2:30  PM 
Break 
2:45  PM 

Literature:  A Panel  Discussion.  Thomas  King,  Robert  Warrior,  Kate  Shanley 
Respondents:  Brian  Wescott,  Craig  Womack.  Moderator:  Alan  Trachtenberg 
5:00  PM 

Reception  and  Buffet  Supper  at  Beinecke  Library.  121  Wall  Street 
7:00  PM 

An  Evening  of  Readings.  Host,  Patricia  Willis,  Curator  of  the  Yale 
Collection  of  American  Literature.  Sudler  Hall,  100  Wall  Street 
Readings  by  Elizabeth  Cook-Lynn,  Thomas  King,  Ofelia  Zepeda,  Craig  Womack 
William  Yellow  Robe,  Dr.,  N.  Scott  Momaday 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  8 
9:30  AM 

Presentations  by  representatives  from  the  Mashentucket  Pequot  and  the 
Mohegan  Nations 
10:00  AM 

Religious  Traditions:  A Panel  Discussion.  Homer  Noley,  Ines  Talamantez, 
Christopher  locks.  Respondents:  Clara  Sue  Kidwell,  lace  Weaver. 

Moderator:  lohn  Mack  Faragher. 

12:15  PM 

Closing  Ceremony. 


The  following  was  found  in  _News  From  Indian  Country_,  Powwow  Directory. 

Ian  10  Mason  School  Powwow,  Tacoma,  WA 

205-596-1139 

lan  17  8th  United  American  Indian  Center,  Green  Bay,  WI 

414-436-5630 

lan  17  Native  American  Preparatory,  Rowe,  NM 

505-424-6801 

lan  17  PAV  Powwow,  Tacoma,  WA 

505-474-6801 

lan  18  Mid-Winter  Pow-Wow,  Braintree,  MA 

617-884-4227 

lan  30-Feb  1 6th  Indian  River  Native  American  Fest,  New  Smyrna,  FL 
904-424-0860 


Early  notice  for  the  first  powwow  I ever  attended,  and  still  one  of  the 
better  ones,  all  the  more  impressive  because  the  sponsoring  group  is  a 
Native  American  heritage  club  at  a state-run  residential  high  school  for 
gifted  students  in  N.C. 

Feb  21  NC  School  of  Science  and  Math  Pow  Wow,  Durham,  NC 

919-286-3366 


Coming  Easter  Weekend: 

Blackjack  Mountain  Festival,  April  10-12,  1998. 

Located  in  Tyus,  GA  (about  50  miles  west  and  south  of  Atlanta).  Gary 
and  I coordinate  this  event  and  are  working  to  assemble  the  best  dancers, 
drums,  educational  events  and  vendors  available  in  this  area. 

The  1998  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival 
Benefiting  Native  American  Elders  (501  3(c)  33-044227) 

APRIL  10,  11  and  12,  1998 
2800  Highway  5,  near  Tyus,  Georgia 
(at  the  beginning  of  the  McIntosh  Trail) 

Admission:  Adults  $3.00,  Children  under  12  $1.00 
Seniors  (over  60)  $1.00 
Native  American  singers  and  dancers 
Host  Drum:  Shadow  Wolf  Singers,  guest  drums  invited 
Native  crafts  and  foods 
Special  Events 
Buckskinners  (Mountain  Men) 

Fun  for  the  whole  family 
Bring  your  tent  (on  site  camping  with  showers) 

Special  Guest:  Larry  Campbell,  Contemporary  Native  Flute  Recording  Artist 
Host  Motel:  Holiday  Inn  Express,  104  South  Cottage  Hill  Road 


Carrollton,  GA  30117  Phone:  770-838-0508 
[Call  Before  4/1/1998  to  obtain  Powow  Rates : $42/night,  double  occupancy] 
Information:  Gary  and  3anet  Smith:  770-528-9197  (traders,  events) 

Bob  and  Linda  Crowe:  770-258-1536  (site  managers) 

! ! Special  Night  "Fireflies"  dance  presentation  ! ! 

Vendors:  Power  and  water  available.  First  come  on  vendors. 

There  will  be  no  vendors  accepted  at  the  gate. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Floop: 

Nancy  Thomas,  Elaine  Flattery,  Robert  K.  Scott(Press  Release),  3ohn  Walter, 
Donna  Hales/Muskogee  Daily  Phoenix  via  Marvin  & Linda  Summerfield/Cherokee 
Observer,  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project,  Kerry  Appel  via  Peter  Rashkin, 
Nokwisa  Yona,  Ishgooda,  David  A.  Tomlinson  via  Dave  Flammond,  3anet  Smith, 
Debra  F.  Sanders,  Mauro  Oliveira  via  Robert  Dorman,  Robert  Branscombe, 
Buffalo  Nations,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  Barbara  Landis,  Tobin  Greywolf,  Frosty  Deere 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  May  19  23:48:28  1998 
Date:  Tue,  20  Ian  1998  19:31:49  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.004 


' ) / / ')  / /)'))/  ) / ' ) ) / ) 

/ / / / / / /--/  III  / III 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ' 0 

, , 0 o 0 

/'  )//)')//'  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  VOLUME  06,  ISSUE  004  0 o o o o 0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , 24  January  1998  0 o 0 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 0 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-Film  list;  UUCP  email; 
Indigenous  Environmental  Network;  Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"You  can  see  the  images  of  our  kachinas  depicted  on  rock  walls 
all  over  this  country.  Images  of  gods  and  men,  of  horned  dancers 
and  plumed  serpents.  They  were  made  by  our  people  hundreds  of 
years  ago." 

--  Encarnacion  Pen~a,San  Ildefonso 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Thursday,  January  15  Traditional  Lakota  Elder,  Ed  Iron  Cloud  crossed 
over.  Creator  has  been  calling  many  of  the  traditional  warriors  home. 

Friday  January  the  23rd  is  the  hearing  for  the  termination  of  the  native 
cemetery  for  the  construction  of  a Wal-Mart  supercenter  in  west  Davidson 
County  tennessee.  It  will  be  at  9am  in  Davidson  County  Tennessee 
Chancery  Court  with  Judge  McCoy  presiding.  Please  see 
http: //www. darkstartechnologies . com/ sea Is /Wal-Mart . html 
and  http://www.mtsu.edu/~kesmith/TNARCHNET/critaprel.html  for  details 
about  this  project.  Please  attend  if  you  can  and  phone  Wal-mart  and 
Lowe's  and  contact  your  congress  people  to  stop  this.  History  has  shown 
that  this  hearing  always  results  in  a termination  order  being  issued.  By 
a untied  effort  we  may  receive  a favorable  decision. 

Update:  the  US  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  has  not  decided  whether  a permit 
will  be  necessary  for  this  site.  If  one  becomes  necessary  then  the 
Archaeological  Resources  Protection  Act  will  be  activated  and  a section 
106  will  have  to  be  done  which  should  kill  this  project.  So  follow  the 
links  and  contact  the  US  Corps  as  well. 

Mike  Sims  SEAL 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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This  is  the  final  issue  for  listing  the  contact  list  to  help  elders  and 
children  this  winter.  Please  clip  and  save  it,  though.  The  winter  is  not 
yet  ended.  The  need  never  ends.  It  is  only  made  worse  by  the  demands  of 
winter. 
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From:  Wanige  <Wanige@aol . com> 

Date:  Tue,  13  Jan  1998  16:46:42  EST 
Sub j : Sending  to  the  needy 

Gary, 

I have  friends  among  the  Red  Stick  Confederacy  who  send  clothing  and  other 
supplies  to  Pine  Ridge  & Rose  Bud  every  year.  Usually  they  ship  via  UPS  or 
send  via  a friend  who  makes  trips  up  there.  They  normally  pay  for  shipping 
out  of  their  own  pocket.  However,  this  year  they  are  strapped  for  cash,  and 
they  need  help  to  find  a way  to  get  the  clothing  & blankets  to  the  Dakotas. 
If  you  know  of  anyone  headed  up  that  way  that  might  have  room  to  carry  these 
supplies,  please  contact  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Red  Stick  Confederacy  has  allotted  some  funds  to  help  out  with  the 
shipping,  but  since  we  are  still  in  our  infancy,  we  don't  have  much  money  to 
donate  at  this  time.  The  funds  we  have  on  hand  would  only  cover  the  shipping 
costs  for  a fraction  of  the  clothing  that  has  been  gathered  here.  If  anyone 
wants  to  donate  funds  specifically  for  this  project,  they  can  send  them  to: 
The  Red  Stick  Confederacy/Project  Warmth,  P.0.  Box  556,  Franklin,  TN 


37065-0556. 

The  Red  Stick  Confederacy  is  a registered  non-profit  organization  in  the 
state  of  Tennessee,  so  contributions  may  be  tax  deductible. 

Thanks  for  your  help. 

Dale 
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EMERGENCY  REQUEST 
Date:  16  Ian  98  09:14  EST 
From:  DORSEY.THOMAS@FORUM.VA.GOV 
Sub j : Contact  information 

I sure  you  are  aware  of  the  tremendous  ice  storm  that  devastated  upper  New 
York  State,  Vermont,  Maine  and  eastern  Canada.  It  is  being  recorded  as  the 
worst  storm  of  the  area.  In  the  midst  of  this  is  the  Akwesasne  ( Mohawk) 
Nation.  With  power  out,  roads  impassable  and  no  heat  the  Nation  is 
struggling.  I've  talked  with  the  Nations  emergency  command  post  and  they 
are  getting  donations  of  food,  clothing,  generators  and  other  items,  whats 
needed  now  is  money  to  defray  the  costs  that  they  have  incurred. 

Charitable  contributions  may  be  sent  directly  to  - 

Ed  Smoke,  Nation  Emergency  Coordinator 

St.  Regis  Mohawk  Nation 

Hogensburg,  New  York  13655 

Ed  can  be  reached  at  1-(518)  358-6245 
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I am  pleased  to  tell  all  who  have  followed  this  list  that  the  concern 
raised  last  week  regarding  communication  problems  between  Sahoni  Redbird 
and  Lakxota  Kxoyag  is  in  the  process  of  being  resolved.  I also  heard  from 
two  different  people  not  personally  associated  with  the  organization  who 
had  good  words  to  say  about  them. 

While  it  is  good  this  makes  the  reliability  of  this  list  hold  up,  it  is 
far  more  important  that  the  gifts  intended  for  a less  fortunate  family  will 
reach  them,  as  intended. 

Aho!  gary 

The  following  is  one  of  the  letters  received  supporting  Laxkota.  I am 
including  it  here  with  permission. 

Date:  Wed,  14  Han  1998  07:52:55  -0800 
From:  Pat  Mitchell  <queenb@blues . org> 

Sub j : Laxkota 

I sponsored  two  children  from  Laxkota.  I also  had  my  three  of  my  friends 
and  my  mother  also  sponsor  children  and  elders  from  the  Laxkota  list.  I 
sent  a calling  card  to  one  of  the  children  I sponsored.  He's  in  a 
substance  abuse  program.  I didn't  just  want  to  send  him  gifts,  I wanted 
to  encourage  and  give  some  support.  He  called  me  two  days  after 
Christmas  to  say  thank  you.  We  had  a wonderful  talk.  In  fact,  I promised 
him  one  of  the  big  gifts  from  his  Christmas  wish  list  when  he  gets  his 
GED.  He  has  become  more  than  a name  on  a list,  as  I have  become  more 
than  this  nameless  donor.  I am  thankful  to  the  Laxkota  people  for  giving 
me  the  opportunity  to  reach  out  to  this  young  man  with  not  a Christmas 
gift  but  more  importantly  with  the  knowledge  that  no  struggle  is  alone 
and  perhaps  a seed  of  inspiration  or  better  yet  hope. 

Pat  Mitchell 
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The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

Christmas  has  come  and  gone.  Winter  has  not.  The  need  for  clothing  and 
food  did  NOT  take  a holiday. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 


For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Flelper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

Doe  Chasing  Florse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Florse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Another  contact  is  actually  two  projects:  One  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson  and  his 
wife. 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 
717-665-2727 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Flilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. THOMAS_D+@ALBANY. VA.GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 


MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 


c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas 
Cassada.  MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as 
mediation  assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian 
Reservations  in  the  form  of  clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys 
for  the  children,  scholarship  funding  and  household  provisions. 

This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and 
notions . 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to 
Support  the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within 
the  United  States, South  and  North  Dakota. 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Bonnie  is  Dineh  elder  and  resistor  Pauline  Whitesinger ' s daughter.  Bonnie, 
her  husband  Bob,  and  their  children  are  at  this  address.  Anything  would 
have  to  be  sent  by  US  postal  service,  and  not  UPS  as  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to 
PO  boxes.  BTW,  I have  been  told  that  often  people  who  send  clothes  usually 
send  in  sizes  too  small;  apparently  the  Dineh  are  generally  large  people. 

From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Walking  Shield  in  Southern  California  regularly  send  truck  loads  of  food, 
clothing  and  needed  items  to  many  reservations.  They  are  located  at  2472 
Chambers  Rd.  Tustin,  CA.  922680  telephone  714-573-1434  Hugh  Stevens  is  the 
boss,  they  will  only  take  fairly  new  and  clean  used  items  - any  new  items  - 
and  donations  form  large  corps.  They  seem  to  be  on  the  up  and  up  and  have 
helped  many  local  reservations  and  native  organizations.  Carol 

From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 
furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 

From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 


http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker .org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 
automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 

From:  Pioquark  <Pioquark@aol . com>  Clay  Watson 

Here  is  the  first  installment  for  Ft.  Peck  Reservation  in  Montana.  The 
site  is  a homeless  shelter/family  shelter/abuse  shelter/soup  kitchen  They 
can  only  house  10  women  and  10  men.  They  feed  from  60-100  people  daily. 

They  need  warm  clothes/  blankets/  Soup  stock,beans,  macaroni,  rice,  butter 
and  other  soup  or  kitchen  foods.  Also  needed  are  personal  care  kits,  and 
personal  items  such  as  towels,  soap,  shampoo  tooth  brushes,  tooth  paste  etc. 
Contact  person  is: 

Mike  Boyd 
Box  1597 

Poplar,  Mt.  59255 
406-768-3695 

Two  more  individuals  who  are  dedicated  to  the  people  at  Ft.  Peck  in 
Montana.  They  are  true  to  the  cause. 

Youth:  Rhonda  Kirn,  works  with  youth  and  Foster  children.  Foster  parents 
do  not  get  additional  income  in  this  area  due  to  lack  of  funds.  Arriving 
kids  need  a start  off  kit:  Back  Pack,  clothes,  personal  care  items,  school 
supplies,  underwear,  sox,  bed  clothes.  These  items  can  be  assembled  by 
groups  or  individuals  and  sent  as  a kit. 

Also  needs  all  other  kid  support  stuff  for  all  ages.  Board  Games,  craft 
supplies,  etc.  Rhonda  got  an  area  set  aside  for  an  ice  rink  and  now  needs 
all  sizes  ice  skates,  boot  laces,  leather  care  stuff  like  mink  oil, 
neatsfoot  oil  etc.  (good  exercise)  any  kid  supplies  are  needed. 

Rhonda  Kirn 

Foster  Care  Licensing  Prog. 

Ft.  Peck  Assiniboine-Sioux 
200  Block  St.  East 
Box  1027 

Poplar,  Mt.  59255 

(406)  768-5155  Ext:  365  (w) 

(406)  768-5443  (H) 

Elders:  Lonnie  Iron  Bear  works  with  325  low  income  elders  and  the  needs 
are  great.  15  people  are  in  need  of  housing.  The  buildings  that  many  live 
in,  are  falling  apart.  The  needs  for  elders  are  great.  Construction 
materials,  weatherization  et.  Personal  care  items  (kits  with  tooth  brush, 
tooth  paste,  soap  etc)  Blankets,  warm  clothes,  seeds  for  gardens.  Many 
elders  on  all  reservations  don't  go  outside  in  the  winter  due  to  fear  of 
falling.  Clip  on  or  velcro  Ice  Cleats  that  strap  on  to  shoes  are  needed  to 
help  prevent  falling. ...  Small  nutritional  food  care  packages  would  help. 

Soup  packages,  instant  single  serving  type,  cocoa,  etc.. 

Lonnie  Iron  Bear 
605  Indian  Ave. 

Box  1027 

Poplar  Mt.  59255 

(406)  768-5155  Ext:  386  (W) 

(406)  768-5416  (H) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : From  PAPAPOSSUM-  more  info  re:  Elders  Program 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  PAPAPOSSUM 

Sub j : Re:  Elders  program  again 


ok  this  is  a federally,  tax  exempt,  private  non  profit, charitable  non 
denominational  program  ran  by 
Linda  Meyers 
POB  3401 

ParkCity,  Utah  84060 
801  649  0535 

their  e-mail  address  is  http://www.anelder.com/who.htm 

Right  now  I am  trying  to  help  the  elders  in  Arizona  by  myself  I did  not 

find  these  people  till  I started  on  my  own  and  my  name  is 

lames  C.Cogsdil 

1775  W. Gregory  dr. 

Layton,  Ut  84041 
801  773  5171 

my  e-mail  is  papapossum@aol.com 

my  home  page  is  http://members.delphi.com/papapossum 

I am  working  primarily  to  help  the  navajo  elders  who  are  still  on  big  mtn. 
I hope  this  is  what  u need 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez' 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Include  some  name/info  for  me  to  verify 
where  gifts  will  be  sent  and  how.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 
I am  especially  concerned  about  the  lack  of  contacts  for  the  Montana  Rez's 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

1.17.1974  Edward  Means,  Dr.  - AIM  member  found  dead  in  Pine  Ridge 
alley,  beaten.  No  investigation. 

1.30.1976  Byron  DeSersa  - OSCRO  organizer  and  AIM  supporter  assassinated 
by  Goons  in  Wanblee.  Arrests  by  local  authorities  resulted 
in  two  Goons  - Dale  Danis  and  Charlie  Winters,  serving  two 
years  of  five  year  sentences  for  "manslaughter."  Charges 
dropped  against  two  Goon  leaders,  Manny  Wilson  and 
Chuck  Richards  , on  the  basis  of  "self-defense"  despite 
DeSersa  having  been  unarmed  when  shot  to  death. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 
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Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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RE:  Letter  to  Peltier  Parole  Commission 


Date:  15  Dan  1998  04:39:13  GMT 

From:  givers@badlands.NoDak.edu  (David  R.  Givers) 


Sub j : letter  Peltier  Parole  Commission 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

U.S.  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd 
Suite  420 

Chevy  Chase  MD  20815 

Dear  Members  of  the  Commission, 

The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  and  faxes  show  that  I have  previously 
written  to  you  explaining  why  you  must  release  Leonard  Peltier  for  the 
sake  of  justice.  I am  including  them  in  case  you  no  longer  have  my  letters 
or  in  case  there  are  new  members  on  the  parole  board. 

Our  country  has  stood  steadfastly  on  the  side  of  protecting  and 
championing  human  rights.  If  you  look  on  the  envelope  of  this  letter,  you 
will  see  a sticker  from  Amnesty  International.  I support  Amnesty 
International  because  I believe  in  justice,  especially  for  the  most 
oppressed . 

Late  last  year,  the  director  of  Amnesty  International,  USA  informed  the 
membership  that  the  organization  intends  to  bring  focus  and  public 
attention  to  human  rights  violations  in  the  United  States  starting  in  1998. 

Indeed  Amnesty  International  believes  that  justice  may  have  been  been 
denied  to  Mr.  Peltier. The  following  is  excerpted  from  the  1997  Amnesty 
International  report  to  its  members: 

"In  March,  the  federal  parole  board  refused  to  grant  parole  to  Leonard 
Peltier,  a member  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  serving  two  life 
sentences  for  murder.  A petition  for  clemency  in  the  case  was  still 
pending  before  President  Clinton.  Amnesty  International  had  sent  the 
parole  board  a copy  of  its  1995  communication  to  the  Attorney  General,  in 
which  the  organization  reiterated  its  concern  that  Leonard  Peltier  may 
have  been  denied  a fair  trial  on  political  grounds  and  sought  a review  of 
the  case." 

Over  20  years  ago  I met  the  Amnesty  International  observer  during  the 
trial  of  Leonard  Peltier  in  Fargo,  North  Dakota.  At  that  time  Amnesty 
International  did  not  adopt  Mr.  Peltier  as  a prisoner  of  conscience 
because  he  was  involved  in  a shootout  in  which  two  FBI  agents  and  a 
Native  American  were  killed. 

Since  the  trial  of  Mr.  Peltier,  through  the  Freedom  Of  Information  Act, 
we  have  learned  about  the  government's  manipulation  and  withholding  of 
evidence  that  led  to  the  wrongful  conviction  of  Mr.  Peltier. 

Consequently,  several  years  ago.  Amnesty  International  refocused  its 
interest  on  the  U.S.  Department  of  lustice. 

Not  only  has  Mr.  Peltier  been  wrongfully  convicted,  he  has  also  been 
mistreated  while  incarcerated.  Fie  has  reported  that  medical  information 
from  the  prison  doctors  was  withheld  from  him  thereby  keeping  him  from 
making  informed  decisions  on  his  health  care.  FHis  religious  freedom  has 
been  curtailed  and  his  religious  garments  confiscated  and  apparently 
destroyed.  Every  time  there  has  been  a parole  board  hearing,  prison 
officials  increase  their  harassment  pressures  on  Mr.  Peltier. 

This  is  shameful  treatment  of  a fellow  human  being.  It  degrades  us  as 
much  as  it  harms  Mr.  Peltier.  It  is  time  to  stop  this  cruelty  by  granting 
parole  to  Mr.  Peltier. 

I am  sending  a copy  of  this  letter  to  Amnesty  International  along  with  my 
request  that  they  intensify  their  efforts  to  help  restore  justice  to  Mr. 
Peltier. 

Increasing  public  attention  will  ultimately  bring  justice  as  it  always 
does  with  political  prisoners. 

Please  release  Mr.  Peltier. 

Sincerely, 

David  R.  Givers 

"RE : New  News  About  Leonard"  


Date:  Sat,  17  lan  1998  03:00:25  -0400 


From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub  j : New  news  about  Leonard! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Me  again  folks,  sorry  my  posts  are  so  long.  Dust  be  glad  you  don't  have  to 
listen  to  me  talk...  (;-) 

d'laan'te'h  friends  & family...  hope  today  is  a day  to  say  thanks  for  for 
all  of  you . . . 

I have  good  news  that  I want  to  share  with  you  to  maybe  get  your  day  going 
in  that  direction.  A small  thing  for  Leonard... 

First  some  background:  As  most  of  you  know  Leonard  Peltier  was  arrested 
here  in  Canada  after  the  "incident  at  Oglala".  Fie  made  it  as  far  as  a 
community  (then  brand-new)  in  the  eastern  Rockies  (western  part  of 
Alberta)  called  Smallboy's  Camp.  (I  was  on  the  way  to  visit  Dohn  Smallboy, 
the  elder  that  formed  that  "breakaway"  community  as  they  were  hauling 
Leonard  out  that  very  day,  & that's  the  closest  I ever  been  to  Leonard.) 
Anyway,  they  had  to  extradite  Leonard  back  to  the  USA  on  the  2 fabricated 
charges  of  murder.  To  do  that,  the  extradition  treaty  between  Canada  & the 
USA  demanded  that  the  US  govt  had  to  present  the  Canadian  Minister  of 
Dustice  with  proof  that  there  was  a case  (evidence)  against  Leonard.  So 
the  FBI  just  made  up  what  is  now  called  the  "Poor  Bear"  affidavits,  so 
called  because  that  was  the  name  of  the  woman  that  those  big  brave  FBI 
agents  coerced  & threatened  until  she  signed  the  affidavits  that  they  had 
written  up  as  being  "the  truth".  They  laid  those  lies  on  the  Minister  &, 
since  those  "representatives  of  the  Government  of  the  USA"  swore  oaths 
that  the  affidavits  were  100%  true,  the  Minister  had  no  real  choice  but  to 
hand  him  over  to  US  marshals.  The  rest  of  the  story  is  history.  When  the 
man  who  was  Minister  then  found  out  he'd  been  lied  to  a few  years  later, 
he  started  work  to  get  Leonard  returned  to  Canada  & he  kept  on  working 
hard  for  that  goal  until  he  retired  from  Parliament  in  1997. 

With  a heck  of  a lot  of  hard  work  by  the  LPDC-Canada  (Frank  Dreaver  & his 
wife  Anne  Fitterer  have  worked  25  hrs  a day,  366  days  a year  since  Leonard 
was  arrested)  Canada's  Supreme  Court  held,  (in  1989)  that  Leonard's 
extradition  was  "highly  questionable"  & they  "strongly  urged"  the  govt  of 
Canada  to  "seek  diplomatic  redress"  from  the  US  govt.  Under  the  terms  of 
the  extradition  treaty  between  Canada  & the  USA,  if  the  party  extraditing 
someone  is  shown  to  have  made  that  request  fraudulently,  with  or  without 
the  intention  to  do  so,  the  person  so  extradited  must  immediately  be 
returned  to  the  country  they  were  extradited  from.  Well  that  was  George 
Bush  days  in  the  US  & Brian  Mulroney  days  here  in  Canada,  & both  heads  of 
state  didn't  give  a sweet  patootie  about  justice,  & cared  even  less  about 
Indians,  let  alone  one  in  prison.  So  they  just  ignored  the  case. 

Then  in  95,  Warren  Allmand,  the  guy  who  was  the  Minister  of  Dustice  that 
the  FBI  conned,  still  an  MP,  (Member  of  Parliament)  convinced  54  other 
MP's  to  sign  a petition,  hire  a lawyer  & present  a legal  document  called 
an  Amicus  Brief  to  the  USA  Court  of  Appeal  that  heard  Leonard's  case  back 
in  95.  That  was  Leonard's  last  hope  of  getting  a new  trial  through  any 
court.  That  appeal  was  turned  down  on  a technicality,  leaving  Executive 
Clemency  by  the  President  of  the  USA  as  the  only  hope  for  his  freedom 
other  than  parole.  (The  most  recent  parole  board  hearing  Leonard  had 
turned  parole  down  because  they  said  Leonard  didn't  show  remorse,  even 
though  he  didn't  commit  the  crime!  But  he's  up  trying  again  in  May  of  this 
year. ) 

Anyway,  the  fact  that  55  Canadian  MP's  took  the  unprecedented  step  of 
presenting  a brief  on  behalf  of  Leonard  in  a US  courtroom  sent  shock  waves 
through  the  US  govt,  the  FBI  & most  important,  through  Canada's 
parliament.  The  Minister  of  Dustice  in  95  was  Alan  Rock.  He  got  so 
flustered  at  all  of  the  questions  from  the  press  & the  public  (again 
thanks  to  the  work  by  Frank  & Anne)  here  in  Canada  over  this  that  he 
publicly  announced  that  the  Minister  of  Dustice  of  Canada  would  "undertake 
a thorough  internal  review  of  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
extradition  of  Mr.  Peltier' . That  was  Dune  of  95. 

That  review  is  long  finished,  but  the  Minister  refused  to  release  it.  It 
is  still  stashed  away  with  a big  "Top  Secret"  label  on  it.  (Not  hard  to 


figure  out  why;  the  terms  of  the  extradition  treaty...)-  I started  calling 
the  Minister's  office  every  couple  of  weeks  to  ask  about  it  & kept  getting 
stonewalled,  so  I finally  got  p.o.'d  after  last  summer's  (Dune97) 
elections.  As  soon  as  the  opposition  parties  had  named  their  critics  on 
each  of  the  government's  ministries,  I was  in  their  faces.  Of  the  4 
opposition  parties,  only  one  didn't  throw  me  out  of  their  offices;  the  New 
Democrats  (NDP,  socialists,  strong  hearts  even  with  only  11  seats  of  364 
in  the  House) . 

Now  my  news . . . 

After  months  of  meetings  with,  calls  & faxes  to  the  Dustice  Critic  of  the 
NDP  at  the  House  of  Commons  regarding  the  Minister  of  Dustice' s stonewalling 
on  releasing  that  review  of  Len's  extradition,  I got  the  news  today  by  fax 
that  the  issue  is  on  the  agenda  for  this  sitting  of  the  House  (resumes 
sitting  04  Feb).  That  gutsy  NDP  MP  has  formally  requested  that  the  new 
Minister  of  Dustice  (Anne  McLellan)  table  that  internal  review  of 
Leonard's  extradition  NOW.  Now  the  House  is  not  allowed  to  rise  (usually 
in  Dune)  until  that  document  is  presented  to  the  House  (ie,  made  public). 

If  & when  that  happens  it  will  certainly  state  that  Leonard  Peltier  was 
extradited  from  Canada  based  on  evidence  deliberately  falsified  by  the  US 
govt's  agents.  There's  just  too  much  proof  of  that,  too  public,  to  deny. 

That  would  mean  that  by  the  terms  of  the  Canada-USA  extradition  treaty, 

Canada  has  NO  choice  but  to  lay  a formal  diplomatic  protest  on  the  govt  of 

the  USA  demanding  Leonard's  immediate  return  to  Canada  (where  he  would  be 
100%  free).  That  development  would  also  lay  a heavy  embarrassment  on  the 
USA  in  diplomatic  circles  around  the  world,  since  violating  this 
particular  aspect  of  international  law  would  be  one  BIG  black  eye  for 

Uncle  Sam.  That's  why  they  sat  on  their  hands  since  the  Supreme  Court  of 

Canada's  finding  in  89,  & again  with  this  review  in  95.  The  Canadian  govt 
doesn't  want  to  get  on  Uncle  Sam's  bad  side  & the  USA  govt  desperately 
wants  to  avoid  being  seen  as  a violator  of  international  law  by  every 
country  on  the  planet.  Now  they're  both  stuck  between  a rock  & a hard 
place . 

Leonard's  next  parole  hearing  comes  up  in  May.  Besides  your  emails  to  US 
parole  commission,  US  politicians  & to  the  Whitehouse  demanding  executive 
clemency  for  Leonard,  I ask  that  you  send  a note  of  thanks  to  the  NDP 
Dustice  Critic  at  Canada's  House  of  Commons.  He  may  be  a greenhorn  MP  but 
the  man's  got  "cojones"  taking  this  on.  He  was  under  a lot  of  pressure  to 
ignore  Leonard  & throw  me  out  too,  but  he  stuck  to  his  guns.  His  name  is 
Peter  Mancini  (address  him  as  "The  Honourable  Peter  Mancini,  NDP  Dustice 
Critic"  in  your  email)  & his  email  address  is:  mancip@parl.gc.ca  (Your 
email  will  also  let  him  know  the  world  is  watching.) 

Woohooo!!!!!  One  more  small  step  to  get  Leonard  home!!!! 

It  might  be  thanksgiving  feast  time  not  far  now  folks!! 

- "RE:  Aboriginal  Title  a Burden"  - 

Date:  Wed,  14  Dan  1998  01:26:22  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Delgamuukw:  SCC  Calls  Aboriginal  Title  a Burden 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
SUPREME  COURT  CALLS  ABORIGINAL  TITLE  A BURDEN 
The  Martlet,  Thursday,  Dan.  8,  1998,  by  Chris  Morabito 

A long-running  and  historic  land-claims  case  ended  Dec.  11,  1997,  when  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  sent  the  Delgamuukw  case  back  to  B.C.  for  retrial. 

The  Supreme  Court  also  recommended  the  government  and  Aboriginals 
negotiate  a treaty  rather  than  pursue  a solution  through  the  courts. 

The  claim,  started  over  17  years  ago,  involves  the  Gitxsan  and 
Wet'suwet'en  nations.  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  leaders  were  quick  to 
announce  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  as  a victory  for  their  nations,  which 
have  together  claimed  a territory  of  57,000  square  km  in  northwestern  B.C. 

The  Supreme  Court  ruling  overturned  a 1991  decision  by  B.C.  judge  Allan 
McEachern  that  Aboriginal  rights  had  been  extinguished  by  the  colonial 
government  of  British  Columbia.  According  to  the  recent  Supreme  Court 


ruling,  McEachern  (who  was  later  promoted  to  Chief  Justice),  erred  in 
dismissing  the  oral  histories  of  the  nations'  chiefs  as  evidence  they 
occupied  the  territories  in  question. 

The  Supreme  Court  ruled:  "He  [McEachern]  dismissed  the  action  against 
Canada,  dismissed  the  plaintiffs'  claims  for  ownership  and  jurisdiction  and 
for  Aboriginal  rights  in  the  territory,  granted  a declaration  that  the 
plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  use  unoccupied  or  vacant  land  subject  to  the 
general  laws  of  the  province,  [and]  dismissed  the  claim  for  damages..." 

The  Supreme  Court  ruled  the  province  had  no  authority  to  extinguish 
Aboriginal  rights  under  the  Constitution  Act,  1867  or  by  section  88  of  the 
Indian  Act,  and  that  Aboriginal  title  "still  exists  though  it  is  only  a 
burden  on  the  Crown's  underlying  title." 

The  plaintiffs  originally  pursued  ownership  and  jurisdiction  over  their 
traditional  territories  during  the  trial.  On  appeal  in  B.C.,  the  claims  for 
ownership  and  jurisdiction  were  replaced  by  claims  for  Aboriginal  title  and 
self-government . 

The  Supreme  Court  ruled  a new  trial  was  necessary  because  "[W]hat  the 
appellants  sought  by  way  of  declaration  and  what  they  set  out  to  prove  by 
way  of  evidence  were  two  different  matters." 

The  Supreme  Court  also  ruled  that  although  Aboriginal  rights  are  protected 
by  the  Canadian  constitution,  they  are  not  absolute  and  may  be  infringed 
upon  by  the  federal  or  provincial  governments. 

The  development  of  agriculture,  forestry,  fishing,  mining,  hydroelectric 
power  and  the  general  economic  development  of  the  interior  of  B.C.  are  just 
some  of  the  infringements  which  supersede  Aboriginal  rights. 

However,  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  did  not  address  jurisdiction,  which  is 
the  legal  argument  that  Aboriginal  sovereignty  is  already  defined  in 
existing  law.  It  means  that  B.C.  has  no  legal  right  to  impose  decisions 
made  by  non-native  courts  on  Aboriginal  nations. 

In  a 1991  article  entitled  "The  Fork  In  The  Road",  Tsemhquw  (aka  Harold 
Pascal),  of  the  Lil'wat  People's  Movement  wrote:  "[T]he  non-native  courts 
do  not  lawfully  enjoy  the  jurisdiction  to  decide  the  question  of  existing 
Aboriginal  rights  since  that  question  has  already  been  decided  and 
confirmed  constitutionally  in  the  natives'  favor." 

Bill  Lightbown,  a Kootenay  elder  and  former  President  of  the  United  Native 
Nations,  said  the  question  of  sovereignty  has  been  continuously 
stonewalled  by  the  courts  in  B.C. 

Lightbown  said  the  only  time  the  jurisdiction  argument  ever  went  before 
the  Supreme  Court  was  during  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff.  Aboriginal 
constitutional-rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  presented  the  jurisdiction 
laws  to  the  court  in  an  attempt  to  seek  an  injunction  against  further 
aggression  by  the  RCMP  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  Clark  was  ordered  to  return  to 
B.C.  to  raise  the  issue  in  a lower  court. 

"Well  he  hasn't  been  able  to  raise  the  issue  again,"  said  Lightbown, 
"because  they  keep  beating  him  up  and  throwing  him  in  jail." 

Dr.  Clark  called  the  Delgamuukw  case  a "very  sophisticated  fraud" 
because:  "[T]he  essence  of  the  native  sovereignty  position  is  that  until 
there's  a treaty,  the  Indians  were  here  first  and  they  have  jurisdiction. 
Therefore,  until  there  is  a treaty  the  non-Indians  don't  have  jurisdiction 
and  correspondingly,  their  courts  don't  have  jurisdiction." 

While  sovereigntists  believe  that  Delgamuukw 's  end  in  law  is  a victory 
because  the  B.C.  courts  can  no  longer  claim  that  it  has  settled  the 
jurisdiction  argument  for  Aboriginals,  they  don't  see  treaty  negotiations 
with  governments  that  have  no  legal  jurisdiction  as  very  rewarding. 

Lightbown  says  the  purpose  of  treaty  negotiations  is  to  give  up  the 
legitimate  Aboriginal  title  and  sovereignty  that  already  exists  in  B.C. 

"The  treaty  process  is  more  of  the  continued  theft  of  our  lands  that  has 
been  taking  place  in  the  past  100-odd  years  in  B.C.  and  the  last  400  years 
in  Canada,"  said  Lightbown.  "There's  no  question  it's  a fraudulent  process. 
If  there  was  a proper  justice  process  it  would  never  stand  up  in  any  court 
of  law." 
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"RE : Lac  du  Flambeau  Sacred  Site"  

Date:  Sun,  18  Ian  1998  12:12:03  -0800 
From:  Serena  <serena@sinclair . net> 

Sub j : sacred  sites 

UUCP  email 
Hello  NANews 

Please  post  these  articles  from  On  Indian  Land  Newspaper.  I don't  think 
they  are  general  knowledge,  thanks  Serena 

STRAWBERRY  ISLAND,  LAC  DU  FLAMBEAU  SACRED  SITE 
by  Carol  Brown  Biermeier,  Esq. 

Analysis  Prepared  for  the  Tribal  Historic  Preservation  Office,  Lac  du 
Flambeau  Band  of  the  Lake  Superior  Chippewa  Indians 
GEOGRAPHY  AND  PHYSIOLOGY 

Strawberry  Island  is  located  within  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  Lac 
du  Flambeau  Band  of  Lake  Superior  Chippewa  Indian  Reservation,  Vilas 
County,  Wisconsin,  comprising  approximately  26.5  acres  of  undeveloped  and 
densely  wooded  forest.  The  Island  is  covered  by  a mature  forest  dominated 
by  red  pine,  red  oak,  and  big  tooth  aspen.  The  presence  of  the  red  pine 
represents  one  of  the  few  remaining  stands  of  natural  origin  in  the  upper 
Great  Lakes  region.  There  is  a small  wetland  of  less  than  five  (5)  acres 
on  the  South  end  of  the  Island.  A review  of  the  endangered  and  threatened 
plant  species  listed  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin  reveals  that  five  of  these 
species  have  the  potential  to  occur  in  the  habitats  found  on  the  Island, 
although  a perfunctory  walk-over  revealed  no  such  plants  evident.  The 
plant  qualities  are  not  unique,  but  are  of  high  quality  and  worth 
preserving  for  the  many  plants  traditionally  used  by  the  Chippewa  as  well 
as  for  their  aesthetic  value.  The  Island  is  also  an  important  bald  eagle 
and  osprey  hunting  and  perching  area  and  has  significant  potential  as 
future  nesting  site.  Strawberry  Island  has  remained  virtually  undeveloped 
through  the  years,  with  the  exception  of  natural  erosion  and  minor 
clearing  by  the  owner  of  dead  trees  and  brush  in  the  mid-1960s. 

TITLE 

The  Island  is  owned  in  fee  by  a non-Indian,  who  acquired  title  to  the 
Island  in  1910  by  warranty  deed,  purchasing  the  property  from  a Lac  du 
Flambeau  Tribal  member.  Title  has  remained  in  the  same  family,  with  the 
property  being  deeded  through  inheritance  in  the  1950s  to  an  heir  to  the 
family,  who  currently  holds  title  under  a family  trust  of  the  same  name. 

For  reasons  uncertain,  the  Tribe  was  unaware  that  the  Island  had  passed 
title  in  fee  to  a non-Indian  until  the  early  1960s,  when  the  owner  hired 
some  tribal  members  to  assist  in  the  clearing  of  some  of  the  trees  and 
brush . 

HISTORICAL  SIGNIFICANCE 

Early  in  the  1960s,  the  Wisconsin  North  Lakes  Project,  under  the 
direction  of  Beloit  Archaeology  Professor,  Dr.  Robert  Salzer,  obtained 
permission  from  the  owner  to  conduct  an  archaeological  survey  on  the 
Island.  The  interest  in  the  Island  was  due  to  studies  indicating  historic 
or  prehistoric  occupations  and  the  discovery  of  artifacts  on  the  Island. 

The  resultant  report  revealed  significant  evidence  to  support  the  fact 
that  three  separate  societies  inhabited  the  Island:  A Nokomis  Phase  Middle 
Woodland  occupation  dating  approximately  200  B.C.  to  A.D.  200,  a Lakes 
Phase  Late  Woodland  occupation  dating  approximately  A.D.  1000  to  A.D.  1400, 
and  a Dohn  Badger  Phase  Historic  Chippewa  occupation  dating  approximately 


to  the  late  19th  century.  Artifacts  were  also  discovered  in  all  parts  of 
the  Island,  including  a workshop  area,  pottery  shards,  stone  tools,  copper 
beads,  copper  awls,  historic  fishing  lures,  and  evidence  supporting 
potential  unmarked  burials  and  cemeteries.  Further,  based  on  Lac  du 
Flambeau  Chippewa  Tribal  oral  history,  a significant  territorial  battle 
occurred  on  the  Island  between  the  Chippewa  Tribe  and  the  Sioux  Tribe. 
Evidence  of  this  battle  have  been  discovered  in  and  around  the  Island. 
Finally,  according  to  Chippewa  Tribal  legends,  the  physical  location  of 
the  Island,  when  viewed  in  conjunction  with  other  significant  sites  on  the 
Reservation,  plays  a significant  role  in  the  Tribe's  philosophy  and 
beliefs  connected  to  the  Tribe's  origin  and  creation.  Tribal  legends  also 
indicate  a taboo  to  anyone  who  walks  on,  inhabits,  or  degrades  the  Island. 
Therefore,  the  Island  plays  not  only  a significant  role  with  regard  to 
archaeology  and  history,  but  weighs  heavily  in  the  Tribe's  religious 
beliefs.  As  a result,  the  Tribe  has  continuously  viewed  the  Island  as 
sacred,  worshipping  on  the  waters  around  the  Island  for  various  ceremonial 
purposes.  This  revealing  archaeological  study,  together  with  the 
revelation  that  the  Island  was  not  owned  by  the  Tribe,  launched  an 
aggressive  campaign  by  the  Tribe  to  protect  the  Island  from  degradation. 

In  1976,  the  Tribe  was  successful  in  obtaining  State  and  National  Flistoric 
Register  status.  Publicity  about  the  impacts  to  the  Island  by  potential 
development  led  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  adding  Strawberry  Island  to  its 
Ten  Most  Endangered  Flistoric  Properties  List  in  1994. 

TRIBE-OWNER  NEGOTIATIONS 

From  the  mid-1970s  to  the  present  day,  the  Tribe  has  unsuccessfully 
attempted  to  purchase  the  Island.  Discussions  began  in  1976,  when  the 
owner  subdivided  the  Island  by  plat  into  16  lots.  Negotiations  included 
bonafide  offers  by  the  Tribe  to  options  of  federal  land  trades  involving 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  Each  option  failed  on  the  base  disagreement 
between  the  Tribe  and  the  owner  of  a price  mutually  agreeable  to  the 
parties.  In  1988,  the  owner  listed  the  property  for  sale  for  approximately 
$350,000,  but  shortly  after  the  Tribe  showed  an  interest  in  the  Island, 
the  price  escalated  to  $1.2  million.  The  Tribe  asked  for  an  appraisal  from 
the  owner  justifying  the  asking  price,  but  the  resultant  effect  was  for 
the  price  of  the  Island  to  escalate  to  $3.5  million,  which  is  the  current 
asking  price  to  date.  In  1995,  the  Tribe  made  an  offer  of  $200,000,  which 
is  40%  more  than  the  highest  appraisal  conducted  by  certified  appraisers 
hired  by  the  Tribe.  The  offer  was  rejected,  and  the  owner  obtained  a 
sanitary  permit  for  one  of  the  lots,  and  applied  for  a building  permit  for 
the  same  lot  (Lot  #7).  A tribal  public  hearing  and  a county  public  hearing 
was  conducted  on  whether  a permit  to  develop  a condominium  project  on  the 
Island  was  in  the  public's  best  interests.  The  county  hearing  resulted  in 
a denial  of  the  building  permit  by  the  Vilas  county  Zoning  Committee.  An 
appeal  to  the  Board  of  Adjustment  resulted  in  an  affirmance,  and  the  owner 
appealed  that  decision  to  the  Vilas  County  Circuit  Court.  Before  a 
decision  was  rendered,  the  owner  applied  for  a building  permit  on  another 
lot  on  the  Island.  Immediately  thereafter,  in  October,  1996,  the  Tribe 
petitioned  for  and  received  a temporary  restraining  order,  against  the 
Vilas  County  Zoning  Administrator  issuing  any  building  permits  until  the 
previously  filed  appeal  was  decided.  A preliminary  injunction  remains  in 
effect  and  the  court  has  set  a briefing  schedule  with  a final  decision 
expected  in  March  1998.  The  owner  has  made  it  clear  he  wants  to  sell  the 
Island  to  the  Tribe.  The  Tribe  believes,  however,  that  with  the  advent  of 
Indian  gaming,  the  owner  is  under  the  misperception  that  the  Tribe  has  the 
financial  wherewithal  to  purchase  the  Island  at  any  price.  The  Tribe  is 
unwilling  to  purchase  the  Island  for  anything  other  than  a justified 
figure. 

CONCLUSION 

Land  is  central  to  Native  American  culture.  More  specifically,  sacred 
land  is  the  center  of  many  Indian  religious  practices.  Native  American 
religious  worship  focuses  on  the  intrinsic  spiritual  significance  of  the 
site  where  spiritual  events  occur  and  not  on  the  events  themselves. 
Therefore,  the  loss  of  tribal  lands  has  had  a devastating  effect  on  Tribes. 
No  situation  is  more  evident  than  the  one  surrounding  Strawberry  Island. 
This  particular  land  loss  incurred  by  the  Tribe,  coupled  with  the  fact 


that  Congress  has  yet  to  pass  legislation  that  would  protect  sacred  sites 
from  arbitrary  governmental  actions,  even  when  those  actions  result  in  the 
destruction  of  the  site,  leaves  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  Tribe  facing  an 
insurmountable  uphill  battle.  Meanwhile,  the  owner  of  Strawberry  Island 
continues  to  threaten  to  clearcut  the  Island  and  other  destructive 
activities  that  place  pressure  on  the  Tribe  to  agree  to  his  terms. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO  TO  HELP 

To  help  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  Tribe  reclaim  Strawberry  Island  write  or 
phone  the  following  people: 

- Vilas  County  Zoning  Administrator,  Vilas  County  Courthouse,  Eagle  River 
WI  54521,  phone:  (715)  479-3620. 

- Vilas  County  Zoning  Committee,  Chairperson,  Vilas  County  courthouse. 

Eagle  River  WI  54521. 

- Vilas  County  Board  of  Adjustment,  Chairperson,  Vilas  county  Courthouse, 
Eagle  River  WI  54521. 

- Editor,  Lakeland  Times  Newspaper,  Minocqua  WI  54548. 

- Sen  Feingold,  502  Hart  Senate  Office  Bldg,  Washington  DC  20510.  Phone: 
(202)  224-5323. 

- Senator  Roger  Breske,  Room  408  South,  State  Capitol,  PO  Box  7882,  Madison 
WI  53707.  Phone:  (608)  266-2509. 

- Rep.  Joseph  W.  Handrick,  Room  21  North,  State  Capitol,  PO  Box  8952, 
Madison  WI  53708.  Phone:  (608)  266-7141. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  Chippewa  Tribe,  Box  67, 
Lac  du  Flambeau  WI  54538.  Phone:  (715)  588-3303. 

Reprinted,  with  permission  of  the  author,  from  the  Winter  1997/98  issue 
of  On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111.  Phone:  (206)  525-5086. 
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Cherokee  chief  defends  bonuses  given  to  75 
Human  Resources  director  says  bonuses 
are  in  some  employees'  agreements 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

TAHLEQUAH  - Cherokee  Chief  Joe  Byrd  on  Monday  defended  giving  bonuses  to 
75  of  1,900  tribal  employees  "who  have  gone  above  and  beyond  what  their 
job  demands." 

"I  believe  these  people  ned  to  be  rewarded,"  Byrd  told  an  overflow  crowd 
at  a Tribal  Council  meeting.  Spectators  packed  the  council  chambers  and 
stood  around  the  walls. 

He  said  the  individual  bonus  amounts  couldn't  be  released  without 
employee  permission. 

But  some  councilors  and  tribal  members  expressed  dismay  over  the  bonuses, 
especially  in  light  of  the  tribe's  cash-flow  problems. 

"We  didn't  have  the  money  and  shouldn't  have  paid  it  out  - not  when 
we're  in  a financial  crisis,"  Councilor  Nick  Lay  said. 

Byrd  said  the  tribe's  deficit  might  be  serious.  But  he  said  the  federal 
government,  owes  $5.4  trillion,  and  people  want  to  close  the  tribe  down 
because  we  have  a $1  million  to  $2  million  deficit.  They  want  to  cut  the 
(federal)  budget  at  the  expense  of  the  Indians." 

Councilor  Paula  Holder  told  Byrd  the  tribe's  cash  flow  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  national  debt,  reminding  him  the  tribal  constitution  didn't  allow 
spending  more  than  estimated  revenues. 


Holden  reminded  Byrd  that  "when  you  work  for  a government,  that's  public 
money  - that's  the  people's  money  - they're  entitled  to  know  what  you're 
making  and  spending.  I don't  recall  these  bonuses  in  the  budget." 

Earlier,  Byrd  went  on  the  offensive  in  his  monthly  state  of  the  nation 
address,  clicking  off  a litany  of  good  things  happening  in  the  nation.  He 
lauded  the  accomplishments  of  the  tribe's  Sequoyah  High  School,  including 
award-winning  athletic  teams,  a 38  percent  increase  in  the  number  of 
students  qualifying  for  the  gifted  program,  a 40  percent  increase  in  the 
school's  Iowa  test  scores,  and  the  school's  North  Central  Association 
accreditations . 

"What  do  we  have  to  do  to  get  some  good  press?"  he  asked. 

But  he  was  immediately  put  on  the  defensive  when  it  came  time  for 
councilors  to  ask  questions.  He  left  before  the  evening  break  and  before 
fielding  questions  he  told  councilors  he  would  answer. 

After  Byrd  left.  Councilor  Barbara  Starr  Scott  asked  Comptroller  John 
Uzzo  what  the  75  bonuses  cost,  but  Uzzo  said  he  didn't  know.  Scott  said 
she  wanted  to  know  where  the  money  came  from,  "because  I know  that  for  the 
last  several  months  we've  advanced  money  from  our  fuel  tax  money  to  keep 
the  tribe  going. " 

Tribal  records  show  the  general  operating  account  owed  the  tribe's  fuel 
tax  fund  more  than  $2.7  million.  Councilors  complained  they  could  foresee 
no  revenue  that  would  pay  that  amount  back. 

Ervin  Rock,  the  Cherokee  Nation's  human  resources  director,  said  some 
employees  have  bonuses  built  into  their  employment  agreements,  and  others 
get  merit  bonuses  that  are  included  in  the  budget. 

Rock  said  only  "half  a dozen  to  10"  employees  received  as  much  as  $10, 
000  in  bonuses.  A Tulsa  TV  station  had  reported  last  weekend  that  up  to 
75  people  got  bonuses  of  $10,000. 

Councilor  Troy  Poteet  challenged  Byrd  on  why  he  went  to  Washington  in 
August  to  work  out  a peace  agreement  to  settle  the  tribe's  constitutional 
crisis  but  didn't  tell  federal  negotiators  a judge  had  dismissed  a tribal 
arrest  warrant  against  him  in  Dune. 

"No  action  being  taken  on  those  arrest  warrants  was  part  of  the  (peace) 
agreement."  Poteet  said. 

Although  the  warrant  was  dismissed  in  Dune,  the  action  was  not  made 
public  until  last  week,  when  the  Phoenix  obtained  a copy  of  Dudge  3. 
DeWayne  Littlejohn's  order.  It  was  Littlejohn's  first  official  act  after 
Byrd  appointed  him  to  the  job. 

Byrd  said  the  agreement  was  cut  and  dried,  and  the  arrest  warrant  never 
came  up  in  the  negotiations.  He  asked  Councilor  Harold  DeMoss,  who 
attended  the  negotiations  to  back  him  up. 

But  DeMoss  reminded  Byrd  that  the  tribe's  officials  and  a Washington  law 
firm  were  consulted  throughout  the  negotiations. 

"We  all  had  input,"  DeMoss  said.  "We  all  got  to  speak." 


BINGO  BATTLE 

Cherokee  Nation  Enterprises  goes  before  a federal  magistrate  in  Muskogee 
at  2 p.m.  today  seeking  to  get  its  MegaMania  bingo  machines  back  in 
operation . 

Officials  said  the  tribal  corporation  has  lost  $15,000  a day  since 
federal  agents  shut  down  MegaMania  machines  in  the  tribe's  bingo  parlors 
in  Catoosa  and  West  Siloam  Springs  and  New  Year's  Eve. 

U.S.  Attorney  Steve  Lewis  of  Tulsa  alleges  the  machines  are  Class  3 
gaming  devices,  which  are  illegal  in  Oklahoma.  The  National  Indian  Gaming 
Commission  advised  earlier  the  MegaMania  machines  were  Class  2 gaming 
devices  and  legal  to  operate  in  bingo  parlors. 

One  of  the  questions  U.S.  Magistrate  Dames  Payne  will  be  asked  to  answer 
is  whether  Lewis  had  authority  to  bring  the  action  or  if  that  authority 
rests  with  the  gaming  commission. 

— "RE:  The  Murderer  of  Melvin  Coombs"  


Date:  Mon,  19  Dan  1998  02:45:26  -0500 
From:  Sunfox  <sunfox@capecod . net> 

Sub j : The  Murderer  of  Melvin  Coombs  goes  on  Trial 


On  Monday,  February  23,  1998,  in  Wakefield,  RI,  a Preliminary  Trial  will 
be  held  for  the  man  who  murdered  a beloved  Warrior  of  the  Wampanoag 
Tribe,  Melvin  Coombs,  Ken-nup-mus-si-tac  . 

Mel  was  murdered  in  Rhode  Island  and  the  man  who  allegedly  murdered  him 
is  out  and  walking  the  streets  because  he  says  that  he  doesn't  remember 
what  happened.  Mel  was  found  dead,  run  over  by  the  man's  own  truck  and  the 
alleged  murderer  buried  him  in  his  back  yard. 

Mel  will  be  remembered  by  all  of  his  friends  and  family.  We  will  miss 
seeing  him  in  the  CIRCLE  dancing  his  heart  out.  He  is  with  us.  Mel  was 
also  a champion  dancer  and  won  at  Schemitzun  (Green  Corn  Festival  of  the 
Mashentucket  Pequots  in  Connecticut)  in  September  1996. 

"Purple  Ribbons  for  lustice." 

Please  write  letters  of  the  RI  Attorney  General's  Office 
150  South  Main  Street,  Providence  RI  02903 
Write  letters  to  the  Providence  Journal 
If  you  are  in  the  area,  show  support  at  the  courthouse. . .Wakefiled 

RI 

Wear  purple  ribbons  in  support 
There  will  be  a drum  and  posters 
Circulate  this  letter:  Post  or  do  mailings 
Attend  monthly  support  meetings  for  JUSTICE  in  Exeter  RI  on  the  4th 
Tuesday  of  the  month 

This  man  is  going  to  go  free  even  though  he  killed  one  of  us.  He  is 
white  and  claiming  not  to  remember  and  Mel  was  Wampanoag  and  that  in  and 
of  itself  has  us  all  feeling  that  he  WILL  get  off.  He  drove  over  him  in 
his  backyard  and  moved  him  and  then  covered  him  over  so  he  wouldn't  be 
found.  What  a horrible  way  to  die.  This  preliminary  trial  is  important 
and  we  need  to  keep  the  focus  on  the  horrible  murder  of  Mel.. the 
Attorney  General  needs  to  get  letters,  as  do  the  RI  papers.  If  you 
would  like  more  information,  you  can  Email  me.  If  you  are  able  to  be  in 
the  area  on  the  23rd ...  please  come  in  support  of  JUSTICE  FOR  MELVIN! 

There  is  also  a letter  from  his  family  on  my  website 
http// . capecod . net/~jboucher 
Thank  you ! ! 

In  Hope  and  Peace, 

Sunfox 


"RE : Energy  Tribes"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Jan  1998  14:23:48  -0500 
From:  Louis  Proyect  <lnp3@columbia . edu> 

Sub j : Energy  Tribes 

UUCP  email 

One  of  the  crowning  ironies  of  the  history  of  this  racist,  capitalist 
country  is  that  Indian  reservations  today  hold  enormous  quantities  of  coal, 
oil,  gas  and  uranium.  If  the  19th  century  architects  of  genocide  had  been 
able  to  predict  this  startling  outcome,  they  probably  would  have  simply 
killed  every  last  Indian  in  order  to  put  a lock  on  future  profits.  The 
struggle  for  Indian  control  of  these  resources  has  turned  out  to  be  one  of 
the  sharpest  struggles  of  the  past  25  years. 

What  is  the  magnitude  of  these  reserves?  "Breaking  the  Iron  Bonds,"  by 
Mar jane  Ambler  (U.  of  Kansas,  1990),  lays  out  the  numbers  for  the  year 
1974: 

"The  Interior  Department  said  thirty-three  reservations  had  as  much  as 
200  billion  tons  of  coal,  which  represented  as  much  as  30  percent  of  all 
the  coal  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Federal  estimates  of  uranium  holdings 
ranged  from  16  percent  to  37  percent  of  the  nation's  total.  The  department 
said  forty  Indian  reservations  held  reserves  of  4.2  billion  barrels  of  oil 
and  17.5  trillion  cubic  feet  of  gas--3  percent  of  the  nation's  known 
reserves.  Most  of  these  minerals  still  lay  underground;  so  even  if  the 


tribes  had  been  politically  able  to  operate  as  a cartel,  they  could  not 
have  influenced  energy  fuel  prices.  Nevertheless,  they  represented  the 
largest  mineral  owners  in  the  country  outside  the  federal  government  and 
the  railroads." 

These  reserves  became  the  subject  of  intense  interest  in  the  early  1970s 
during  the  so-called  energy  crisis.  Almost  overnight,  tribes  who  eked  out 
a living  as  ranchers  or  farmers  were  receiving  bids  from  some  of  the 
biggest  and  most  avaricious  companies  in  America.  Two  American  Indians 
emerged  as  champions  of  tribal  rights  against  the  marauders.  They  sought 
to  accurately  measure  the  amount  of  energy  reserves.  They  also  had  to 
figure  out  how  to  defend  the  development  needs  of  the  tribes  against  the 
interests  of  corporations  who  were  merely  out  to  make  a quick  profit.  In 
other  words,  all  corporations. 

One  of  these  was  the  Comanche  LaDonna  Harris,  who  was  instrumental  in 
the  formation  of  Council  of  Energy  Resource  Tribes  (CERT)  in  1975,  a 
coalition  to  protect  Indian  interests.  Not  coincidentally,  she  was  Barry 
Commoner's  vice-presidential  running  mate  on  the  Citizens  Party  ticket  in 
1980.  Such  was  the  racism  of  the  radical  movement  that  when  her  name  used 
to  come  up  that  year,  they  referred  to  her  as  "Dust  some  Indian  woman." 

That  was  enough  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  a brain-dead  leftist  movement 
that  could  not  appreciate  the  importance  of  ecologists  and  American 
Indians  coalescing.  There  is  evidence  that  it  still  doesn't. 

Harris  had  founded  Americans  for  Indian  Opportunity  (AIO)  in  order  to 
promote  tribal  self-government.  Concerned  about  disadvantageous  contracts 
with  energy  companies,  she  hired  3 interns  from  Dartmouth  University  to 
review  federal  records.  The  results  were  earthshaking.  Nobody  had  ever 
realized  the  magnitude  of  the  potential  wealth.  She  presented  Federal 
Energy  Administration  (FEA)  chief  Frank  Zerb  with  the  evidence  in  the 
summer  of  1975  and  read  him  the  riot  act.  "You  can't  have  an  energy  policy 
without  Indians;  collectively,  they're  the  biggest  private  owners  of 
energy  in  the  country." 

Another  key  figure  was  Chuck  Thomas,  a Cherokee  who  worked  as  an  oil- 
field inspector  for  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  (USGS).  If  Harris  was 
instrumental  in  putting  a spotlight  on  the  existence  of  huge  energy 
reserves,  Thomas  was  critical  in  raising  tribal  awareness  about  the  need 
to  tightly  control  them.  He  figured  out  something  was  amiss  on  Dune  13, 

1980  when  he  caught  an  oil  truck  leaving  the  Wind  River  Reservation 
without  a permit.  This  led  to  a full-scale  investigation  and  upgrade  of 
the  inspection  and  accounting  system  on  the  energy-rich  reservations . 

Thomas  was  the  right  person  to  help  put  new  training  procedures  into  place. 
Before  going  to  work  for  the  USGS,  he  had  worked  in  the  oil  fields  for 
fifteen  years  as  a roustabout  and  roughneck.  He  was  plain-spoken  about  his 
qualifications.  "I'm  not  a man  of  long  words  and  big  politics... I have  a 
worm's  eye  view  of  it  (oil  thefts)  because  I was  the  man  in  the  field."  He 
had  blunt  advice  for  Indian  youth  who  were  interning  with  him:  "Be 
suspicious  and  trust  nothing  or  nobody." 

CERT  played  an  important  role  in  defending  tribal  interests  during  the 
energy  boom  years.  The  revenues  that  came  from  royalty  payments  from  big 
corporations,  while  not  eliminating  Indian  poverty,  did  play  a role  in 
tribal  development.  One  of  the  most  tangible  results  was  the  creation  of 
the  Blackfeet  Tribal  bank,  the  beneficiary  of  Dim  Craven's  consultation 
services.  The  Blackfeet  tribe  derived  90  percent  of  its  total  income  in 
1985  from  oil  and  gas  royalties  and  taxes. 

The  emergence  of  a cartel-like  formation  like  CERT  scared  the  tribes' 
enemies  out  of  its  wits.  During  the  mid-1970s  OPEC  was  the  bogeyman  of 
many  Americans,  rich  and  not-so-rich.  The  notion  that  Americans  would  have 
to  pay  top  dollar  for  petroleum  was  shocking.  It  was  one  thing  for 
Americans  to  have  a monopoly  on  computer  software,  automobiles,  weapons, 
medicine,  etc.,  but  it  was  another  thing  for  the  rest  of  the  world  to 
assert  itself  in  this  manner.  All  nations  were  equal,  but  some  nations 
were  more  equal  than  others. 

The  Denver  Post  fretted  over  the  emergence  of  CERT  in  a 1979  editorial: 

"Supposedly  we  are  to  pony  up  cheerfully  so  the  noose  of  escalating 
energy  prices  can  be  tightened  around  our  necks...  The  people  who 
manipulate  Indian  policies  are  indulging  in  much  nonsense. . .Admittedly, 


justice  has  not  always  been  dispensed  equitably.  But  is  the  sufferance  of 
our  national  government- -dedicated  to  tribal  advancement  [ ? ? ! ! ] — that 
gives  the  tribes  leeway  to  act  with  more  independence  than  other  Americans. 

"But  limits  there  are.  Imagine  what  would  happen  if  some  adviser 
persuaded  a tribal  group  to  sign  a treaty  with  Libya  which  Colonel 
Quaddafy  was  to  ship  Russian  missiles  to  the  reservation  to  guarantee  the 
tribe's  integrity." 

These  fears,  which  were  largely  a psychological  projection  of  rapacious 
American  capitalists  on  their  victims,  were  heightened  when  CERT  hired 
Ahmed  Kooros  as  its  chief  economist.  Kooros  had  served  as  Iran's  deputy 
minister  of  economics  and  oil  under  both  the  Shah  and  Khomeini. 

The  parallel  with  OPEC  nations  was  of  course  overdrawn.  The  true 
relationship  between  the  U.S.  and  the  energy  tribes  was  not  unlike  that 
which  exists  between  it  and  oil-producing  countries  like  Nigeria  and 
Angola  that  have  non-industrialized , financially  weak  economies.  The 
possibility  for  exploitation  is  much  greater.  The  producers  do  get 
royalties,  but  it  comes  at  a price.  The  big  corporations  leave  the 
underdeveloped  countries  in  a state  of  ecological  ruin  while  draining  the 
life-blood  of  the  nation.  The  relationship  is  like  Dracula's  to  his 
victims.  Dracula  might  treat  somebody  to  a good  meal  but  afterwards  the 
guest  became  a blood-pudding  dessert. 

The  most  dramatic  instance  of  the  social  and  environmental  costs  of 
energy  development  was  the  break  in  a tailing  dam  at  the  United  Nuclear 
Corporation ' s Church  Rock,  New  Mexico  uranium  mill  on  Duly  16,  1979. 
(Tailings  are  the  residue  of  uranium  mining.)  One  hundred  million  tons  of 
radioactive  water  spilled  into  the  Rio  Puerco  River  on  the  Navajo 
reservation  and  it  took  on  a sickly  yellow  hue,  like  battery  acid.  Animals 
that  stepped  into  the  river  developed  sores  on  their  legs  and  died  almost 
immediately.  For  the  next  year  Navajos  could  neither  eat  nor  sell  mutton, 
an  economic  mainstay  of  the  tribe.  For  the  next  decade  the  Indians  and 
other  people  living  near  the  river  could  not  use  local  water  supplies  for 
drinking  or  stock  watering.  Despite  all  the  publicity  surrounding  3-Mile 
Island,  this  was  the  worst  nuclear  plant  accident  in  American  history. 

Another  noteworthy  example  of  the  destructiveness  of  unregulated  energy 
development  is  what  happened  at  the  Upper  Missouri  River  Basin  in  the 
1980s.  The  tribes  of  the  Northern  Plains  felt  the  need  to  defend  their 
long-term  interests  against  some  powerful  energy  corporations  that  were 
planning  a huge  coal  gasification  plant  in  Wyoming.  The  companies  needed 
water  from  nearby  states  where  Indians  had  ownership  of  the  potential 
supply.  The  plant  and  ancillary  energy  development  operations  would 
require  huge  amounts  of  water.  The  only  source  was  the  nearby  Yellowstone 
River,  as  important  to  the  Northern  Plains  tribes  as  the  Rio  Puerco  was  to 
the  Navajos. 

The  federal  government  was  all  for  the  diversion  of  water  to  the  Wyoming 
mega-project.  A formal  request  had  come  from  the  following  companies: 
Peabody  Coal,  Gulf  Oil,  AMAX,  Shell  Oil,  Exxon,  Kerr-McGee,  Western  Energy 
Corporation,  Consolidated  Coal,  ARCO,  Conoco,  Mobil  and  WESCO.  Flow  could 
the  US  turn  down  a request  from  such  companies?  After  all,  they  bribe  both 
parties  to  carry  out  their  wishes. 

Arrayed  against  the  government  and  energy  companies  was  a coalition  of 
ranchers,  environmentalists  and  Indians.  Potential  royalty  payment  to  the 
tribes  was  not  enough  to  placate  them.  Their  relationship  to  the  land  and 
water,  which  had  pastoral  and  spiritual  dimensions,  could  not  easily  be 
priced.  This  in  essence  is  the  source  of  the  conflict  between  the  tribes 
and  capitalist  America,  just  as  it  is  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Last 
week  10,000  villagers  occupied  the  construction  site  of  a dam  on  the 
Narmada  river  in  India.  It  would  destroy  their  livelihood  as  well  as  strip 
the  river  of  the  sacred  quality  it  held  in  their  lives.  The  main 
beneficiaries  of  the  dam  would  be  wealthy  farmers. 

A final  example  will  illustrate  not  only  the  conflicts  between  the 
corporations  and  the  tribes,  but  within  different  tribes  themselves.  The 
power  of  the  dollar  is  enormous.  A big  corporation  will  not  be  above 
pitting  one  group  of  Indians  against  another  when  it  is  seeking  to  advance 
its  bottom  line.  Capitalists  have  been  dividing  and  conquering  for 
centuries.  Since  they  are  such  a tiny  percentage  of  the  population,  they 


are  always  seeking  ways  to  weaken  their  potential  victims. 

I am  referring  here  to  the  conflict  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  tribes 
over  development  in  the  Black  Mesa  region  of  New  Mexico.  This  is  an 
extremely  complex  problem  that  pits  the  development  needs  of  the  Hopi 
tribe  against  Navajo  sheepherders . There  are  enormous  profits  at  stake  as 
the  Peabody  Coal  Company  has  targeted  this  area  for  extensive  development 
of  coal  and  other  energy  resources.  I will  not  even  begin  to  try  to 
arbitrate  the  rival  claims  of  the  two  tribes,  but  refer  to  the  Black  Mesa 
Web  Page  for  testimony  from  both  sides  in  the  dispute. 

In  a 1993  complaint  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  the 
Navajos  complained  about  the  slurry  line  that  transports  approximately  5 
million  tons  of  coal  each  year  from  Black  Mesa  to  Laughlin,  Nevada.  It  was 
"the  only  instance  in  American  history  where  coal  has  been  transported 
with  groundwater  that  represents  the  only  source  of  drinking  water  for  an 
Indian  Tribe."  Since  the  Peabody  Coal  Company  uses  over  a billion  gallons 
of  pristine  drinking  water  from  the  Navajo-Aquifer,  it  is  no  surprise  that 
a drought  afflicted  both  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  reservations  in  1996. 
Development  comes  at  a cost. 

As  long  as  tribes  insist  on  putting  their  own  interests  above  other 
tribes,  the  capitalist  will  come  out  ahead.  The  capitalist  has  trained 
himself  to  do  this.  Cecil  Rhodes  perfected  this  art  in  Africa  and  was  able 
to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  mining  companies  while  trampling  on  the 
rights  of  the  tribal  peoples.  A recent  PBS  biography  of  the  arch- 
imperialist showed  how  he  did  it  You  promise  one  tribe  one  thing  as  long 
as  it  will  make  war  against  the  other.  When  the  tribe  is  victorious  and 
hands  the  spoils  of  war  over  to  the  British  colonists,  they  simply  find 
another  tribe  to  enlist  in  their  sordid  fight. 

There  is  absolutely  no  question  that  a higher  level  of  American  Indian 
unity  is  necessary  to  protect  the  economic  and  ecological  rights  of  one 
and  all.  This  is  easier  said  than  done  because  the  tribes  have  histories 
that  go  back  for  hundreds  of  years.  Some  experts  analyze  the  conflicts 
between  Hopi  and  Navajo  as  having  existed  long  before  the  appearance  of 
Peabody.  Their  resolution  would  seem  to  be  one  of  the  most  urgent  tasks 
facing  Indian  peoples. 

Economic  necessity  is  driving  Indian  nationalism,  a progressive  force. 
The  emergence  of  CERT  shows  that  Indians  can  coalesce  nationally  when 
their  interests  as  a people  coincide.  Despite  a downturn  in  the  energy 
sector  of  the  economy  through  the  1980s  and  90s,  there  is  little  question 
that  it  will  reemerge  with  a vengeance.  There  are  several  factors  that  lie 
behind  this. 

First  of  all,  energy  companies  have  a double  standard  when  it  comes  to 
pollution.  They  view  Indian  reservations  and  Third  World  countries  as  less 
deserving  of  the  sort  of  protections  that  white  American  neighborhoods 
enjoy.  The  term  for  this  is  "environmental  racism."  This  is  in  part  a 
reflection  of  the  tendency  of  mainstream  environmental  organizations  to 
fight  harder  for  their  own  constituencies,  which  are  largely  white  and 
middle-class.  An  oil  spill  in  the  ocean  near  Santa  Monica  aroused  the 
affluent  swimmers  and  surfers  to  action.  A uranium  spill  in  New  Mexico 
hardly  registers  on  mass  consciousness,  even  when  it  is  greater  than  what 
occurred  at  3-Mile  Island. 

Energy  companies  have  less  latitude  in  white,  middle-class  or  even 
working-class  neighborhoods,  so  they  go  overseas  to  make  the  kind  of 
profits  they  need  to  satisfy  Wall  Street.  Chevron  Oil  had  to  clean  up  its 
act  in  the  waters  off  Santa  Monica,  but  throws  caution  to  the  wind  in 
Nigeria.  Nigeria,  like  large  sections  of  New  Mexico,  is  an  environmental 
disaster.  When  poor  people  object  to  pollution,  their  "benefactors"  argue 
that  they  have  to  make  a choice  between  clean  air  and  water,  and  jobs.  The 
term  for  this  is  "greenmail."  Opposed  to  greenmail  is  the  demand  that  all 
development  take  place  under  the  strictest  environmental  guidelines. 

People  must  come  before  profits. 

Another  important  consideration  has  to  do  with  the  potential  importance 
of  uranium  mining  in  the  near  future.  Concerns  over  global  warming  have 
spurred  new  interest  in  alternatives  to  oil  and  gas,  greenhouse  emission 
producing  fuels.  The  more  sensible  approach  would  be  to  explore  solar  and 
wind  energy,  but  nuclear  power  companies  have  been  pressing  their  case. 


Their  lobbyists  were  very  active  at  the  recent  Kyoto  Global  Warming 
conference.  East  Asia  is  a potential  market  for  their  poisons.  The  Chinese 
and  other  Asian  governments  are  planning  to  build  70  nuclear  power  plants 
in  the  next  25  years.  A large  portion  of  the  fuel  will  certainly  come  from 
the  Indian  reservations,  where  more  than  1/3  of  potential  reserves  exists. 
The  capitalist  would  love  to  mine  uranium  without  caution  in  such  places 
and  sell  it  to  Asian  governments  whose  willingness  to  poison  for  profits 
equals  their  own. 

The  choice  is  not  between  poverty  and  pollution,  although  this  is  what 
the  big  corporations  would  have  us  believe.  Development  can  take  place 
without  destroying  rivers  and  soil  in  the  process.  Mining  and  oil-drilling 
can  take  place  in  a relatively  safe  manner,  as  long  as  certain  guidelines 

are  in  place.  The  decision  to  mine  or  to  drill  for  oil  must  first  of  all 

be  made  by  the  tribal  peoples  who  will  suffer  the  consequences  both  good 
and  bad.  Once  they  make  this  democratic  decision,  the  oil,  coal  or  uranium 
companies  must  respect  the  surrounding  ecology. 

How  can  the  numerically  small  and  impoverished  Indian  tribes  force  huge 
corporations  like  Peabody  Coal  or  Exxon  Oil  to  respect  their  economic  and 

ecological  demands?  The  answer  is  that  they  first  must  find  ways  to  merge 

their  tribal  interests  into  a larger  Indian  collective.  The  American 
Indian  nation  would  not  abolish  the  local  traditions  of  the  tribe;  it 
would  simply  present  a united  fist  to  those  who  would  exploit  it. 

Closely  related  to  this  task  is  the  need  to  internationalize  the 
struggle.  The  American  Indians  on  their  own  are  a tiny  percentage  of  the 
United  States.  However,  they  are  part  of  an  immense  struggle  that  is  going 
on  world-wide  against  the  same  exact  corporations  who  are  attempting  to 
foul  their  air,  soil  and  water  in  the  pursuit  of  profits.  The  Indians  of 
the  Amazon  rainforest,  the  aborigines  of  Australia,  New  Guinea  and  New 
Zealand,  the  Odongi  people  in  Nigeria  are  all  in  similar  fights.  There  are 
signs  that  this  type  of  internationalism  is  already  beginning  to  take 
shape.  North  American  Indians  have  offered  solidarity  to  the  peoples  of 
Chiapas,  who  are  defending  themselves  against  a capitalist  system  that  has 
more  and  more  of  a global  character. 

NAFTA  and  similar  agreements  accelerate  the  economic  onslaught  that  has 
taking  place  within  the  borders  of  the  United  States,  but  displaces  them 
into  regions  where  protection  of  human  rights  are  weaker.  When  a 
corporation  faces  a determined  coalition  of  ranchers,  environmentalists, 
trade  unions  and  tribes  within  our  borders,  it  has  no  recourse  except  to 
go  places  where  the  cops  or  army  can  openly  repress  such  a coalition.  This 
is  what  happens  in  Mexico,  Guatemala  and  Brazil  where  the  popular  movement 
must  deal  with  death  squads  and  lesser  forms  of  intimidation. 

There  is  no  other  way  to  defend  oneself  from  a marauding,  profit-hungry, 
globe-trotting  capitalist  system  except  through  international  solidarity. 
The  collapse  of  the  East  Asian  economies  makes  the  promise  of  prosperity 
through  low  wages  and  polluting  industry  even  more  hollow  than  it  ever  was 
The  only  beneficiaries  of  low  wages  and  pollution  are  the  shareholders  of 
the  corporations  who  expect  maximum  profits.  To  satisfy  these  shareholders 
is  to  risk  death  from  the  poisons  that  the  corporations  spew  in  their  name 
since  cutthroat  competition  will  simply  allow  the  investor  to  shift  his 
money  to  a more  profitable  and  anti-human  corporation. 

In  my  next  post  I will  discuss  American  Indian  beliefs  about  ecology, 
which  are  essential  to  understanding  a way  out  of  the  madness  of  a 
capitalist  system  run  amok. 

Louis  Proyect  (sources  for  this  post  include  Marjane  Ambler's  book 
and  the  Black  Mesa  Web  Site) 
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Dim  Craven's  mother  was  a Blackfeet  who  was  adopted  at  a young  age  by  lews 


He  is  also  an  economics  professor  who  works  closely  with  the  Blackfeet 
Tribal  bank.  These  are  comments  he  posted  to  the  PEN-L  (Progressive 
Economists  List)  on  "Energy  Tribes",  which  you  should  find  enlightening. 
Louis  Proyect 

Comment:  This  piece  was  simply  very  well  done  and  to  the  point.  Linder 
the  old  formulae  of  Reagan/Bush,  the  oil-holding  Tribes  were  ripped 
off  for  over  $5  billion  through  systematic  and  calculated  under- 
valuation of  oil  and  mineral  assets.  Add  another  $3  to  $5  billion  of 
BIA  accounts  suddenly  "missing"  (with  the  records  torched)--perhaps 
much  more.  Right  now  the  old  formula  is  being  examined  as  the  claims 
for  lost  royalties  due  to  undervaluation  were  about  to  expire  under 
statute  of  limitations--in  1992-93. 

Further,  we  have  a history  of  the  BIA  (Boss  Indians  Around)  doing 
seismic  and  other  surveys  in  order  to  tip  off  developers  and 
oil/mineral  extractors  where  the  most  profitable  reserves  were  and  in 
order  to  de-Indianize  land  by  buying  out  land  for  a song.  According 
to  the  U.S.  and  Blackfeet  treaties,  there  is  a provision  that  the 
reservation  remain  100%  Blackfeet-owned  forever.  Historically,  the 
BIA,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
issued  forced  patents  on  Blackfeet  allottees  and  severed  Blackfeet 
land  from  Blackfeet  ownership.  Some  of  this  land  was  taken  for 
grocery  bills  amounting  to  $9.00  for  a 320  acre  allotment.  The 
Blackfeet  allottee  did  not  receive  due  process  because  the  Indian 
traders  presented  a bill  to  the  Indian  agent  and  the  Blackfeet 
allottee  was  forcibly  removed  from  his  land  by  the  BIA.  In  more 
recent  times,  allottee  land  was  taken  by  Glacier  County  and  sold  for 
delinquent  taxes  which  should  have  never  been  taxed  under  the  terms 
of  the  Blackfeet  Treaty.  The  Blackfeet  Tribal  Council  has  had  to 
formally  request  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  to  come  to 
Browning  to  investigate  these  and  other  violations. 

These  stories  are  happening  among  virtually  all  of  the  Tribes  across 
the  country.  The  Peigan  ( Amskaapipiikani)  Blackfeet  in  Browning  and 
the  Blackfoot  [ Siksika]  and  Blood  [Kainaa]  in  Alberta--the  Tribes 
of  the  Blackfeet  Nation--  all  have  some  substantial  oil  reserves  on 
reservation  lands  that  have  been  progressively  carved  away  and  stolen 
for  a song  over  many  years.  And  as  their  have  been  problems  forging 
unity  even  among  the  Tribes  of  a given  Nation,  forging  unity  and 
collective  action  among  the  diverse  Nations  and  Tribes  is  even  more 
difficult.  Added  to  all  of  this,  as  Louis  so  eloquently  points  out, 
is  the  divide-and-rule  strategy  of  the  BIA,  historical  enmities, 
stark  poverty  demanding  immediate  solutions  and  scarping  for  crumbs 
and  meagre  resources,  some  sell-out  Indians  in  position  of  privilege, 
bankrupt  liberalism  offering  aspirins--or  less--for  cancer,  and  I 
agree  wholeheartedly,  some  of  the  "brain-dead"  or  theoretical 
masturbators  and  parlor  debaters  of  the  "left"  who  refuse  to  lend  a 
hand  or  a voice  to  this  ongoing  genocide;  it  seems  that  struggles  in 
Chiapas  (very  important  no  doubt),  or  conditions  in  Bosnia  (also  very 
important)  or  Nike  in  Indonesia  (also  important)  are  easier  to  grasp, 
relate  to  and  wax  eloquent/esoteric  about  than  ongoing  genocide  right 
here,  in  your  face,  next  door,  in  America. 

Dim  Craven 

* * 

* "Who  controls  the  past,  * 

* lames  Craven  controls  the  future.  * 

* Dept  of  Economics  Who  controls  the  present,  * 

* Clark  College  controls  the  past."  (George  Orwell)  * 

* 1800  E.  Me  Loughlin  Blvd.  * 

* Vancouver,  Wa.  98663  (360)  992-2283  FAX:  (360)992-2863  * 

* jcraven@clark.edu  * 

* MY  EMPLOYER  HAS  NO  ASSOCIATION  WITH  MY  PRIVATE/PROTECTED  OPINION  * 

"RE : Surrounded  on  Three  Sides  by  Fort  Belknap"  


Date:  Mon,  12  lan  1998  14:05:07  -0500 
From:  DEFF  BERMAN  <BERMAN@nwf . org> 


Sub j : Surrounded  on  three  sides  by  the  Fort  Belknap  Indian  Reservation... 


http: //www. nwf .org/ lands /mi ning/zortman . html 

When  a mining  company  fails  to  reclaim  a mine,  it  is  the  public  that 
ultimately  pays  the  price  for  inadequate  regulation  of  hard  rock  mining  on 
public  lands,  thanks  to  the  Mining  Law  of  1872.  A case  in  point  is 
unfolding  today  in  Montana. 

Surrounded  on  three  sides  by  the  Fort  Belknap  Indian  reservation,  the 
Zortman-Landusky  (Z-L)  gold  mine,  Montana*s  largest,  was  historically  part 
of  the  tribal  lands  of  the  Assiniboine  and  Gros  Ventre  tribes.  The  area 
continues  to  be  held  sacred  by  these  peoples  despite  water  pollution  and  a 
completely  destroyed  landscape.  According  to  Gus  Flelgeson,  President  of 
Island  Mountain  Protectors,  "Clean  Water  Act  violations  are  still  occurring 
daily.  On  the  southern  drainage  in  Montana  Gulch  the  water  is  still 
running  red." 

Environmental  problems  began  almost  from  the  day  Pegasus  Gold  of  Canada, 
who  owns  Z-L,  commenced  mining  there.  To  extract  tiny  specks  of  gold  from 
large  masses  of  rock,  massive  quantities  of  cyanide  are  sprayed  on  crushed 
heaps  of  ore.  Lax  environmental  controls  at  the  mine  have  allowed  water 
pollution  from  spills,  leaks  and  discharges  through  almost  every  route 
possible.  They  even  had  to  spray  cyanide  solution  on  a hillside  to  avoid 
failure  of  a dam  holding  back  a stew  of  mine  waste.  Meanwhile,  toxic  heavy 
metals  and  acid  mine  drainage  have  found  their  way  from  the  mine  into  local 
waterways,  killing  aquatic  and  other  wildlife. 

Today,  an  ominous  threat  looms  even  larger  over  the  land  -and  the  peoples 
that  rely  on  it.  Pegasus  Gold  of  Canada  is  teetering  on  the  edge  of 
bankruptcy,  according  to  recent  news  accounts  in  the  Billings  Gazette  (MT) . 
If  Pegasus  goes  belly-up,  much  of  the  cleanup  tab  will  be  left  with  the 
taxpayers  of  Montana  and  the  whole  U.S.  Sometimes  a bond  (i.e.  insurance 
policy)  is  collected  by  the  state  or  federal  government  to  cover  cleanup 
costs  should  the  mining  corporation  fail.  Too  often,  however,  the  bond  is 
woefully  insufficient  to  pay  for  the  necessary  cleanup.  The  Mining  Law  of 
1872  - which  governs  mining  operations  on  public  lands  - does  not  even 
require  mining  companies  to  post  a bond  to  ensure  the  clean-up  of  such  mine 
sites.  The  American  public  may  soon  be  pegged  with  the  clean-up  bill  if 
Pegasus  fails  to  live  up  to  its  obligation  to  cleanup  the  mine  and  restore 
the  water  to  productive  use. 

What  You  Can  Do: 

Contact  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  and  tell  him  to 
strengthen  the  bonding  requirements  contained  in  the  BLM*s  mining  rules: 
so  they  clearly  apply  to  both  surface  and  groundwater, 

so  that  water  quality  is  monitored  over  many  years  to  ensure  that  the  long 
term  problems  often  associated  with  hard-rock  mines  is  accounted  for  and 
cleaned  up, 

and  so  that  bonding  requirements  are  set  to  levels  that  guarantee  cleanup 
of  both  land  and  water  resources. 

In  particular,  to  ensure  that  long  term  water  pollution  problems  are 
addressed  at  Z-L  and  taxpayers  don*t  get  stuck  with  the  bill  if  Pegasus 
Gold  goes  belly-up,  request  that  Secretary  Babbitt  reassess  the  BLM*s 
liability  to  ensure  that  the  bond  for  Z-L  is  sufficient.  You  can  reach 
Secretary  Babbitt  by  writing  to: 

The  Flonorable  Bruce  Babbitt 
Secretary  of  the  Interior 
1825  C St.,  NW,  Washington,  D.C.  20240 
fax:  202-452-5113 

Also,  write  Ian  Sensibaugh  at  the  Montana  Permitting  and  Compliance 
Division.  Insist  that  no  part  of  Z-L*s  bond  is  returned  until  Pegasus 
shows  it  can  operate  the  water  treatment  plant  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  forthcoming  MPDES  (Montana  Pollutant  Discharge  Elimination  System) 
permit.  She  can  be  reached  at: 

Ian  Sensibaugh,  Administrator 

Montana  Permitting  and  Compliance  Division 

Box  200901,  Helena,  MT  59620-0901 


fax:  406-444-1374 
email:  jsensibaugh@mt.gov 


This  alert  was  prepared  by  the  National  Wildlife  Federation.  NWF  works  to 
publicize  damaging  mine  proposals  now  on  the  drawing  board  throughout  North 
America,  and  to  help  correct  the  pollution  and  taxpayer  problems  so  often 
associated  with  older  mines.  Each  month  in  1998,  NWF  will  publicize  a 
single  mine  problem  or  proposal  such  as  Zortman-Landusky,  coupled  with  the 
information  you  need  to  help  stop  the  environmental, . fiscal,  and  social 
problems  so  often  associated  with  hard-rock  mining.  To  learn  more,  contact 
Jeff  Berman  at  303-786-8001,  ext.  13,  or  on  email  at  berman@nwf.org. 

"RE : FONSI  Signed  for  Yellowstone"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Ian  1998  15:19:06  -0500 
From:  Laura  loss  <Laura_Joss@nps . gov> 

Sub j : News  release 

INFORMATION  FOR  THE  MEDIA  CONTACTS:  KARLE  OR  MATTHEWS 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  (307)  344-2015  or  344-2010 

January  16,  1998  98-03 

FONSI  SIGNED  ON  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT  ON  TEMPORARY  CLOSURE  OF 
A WINTER  ROAD,  YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK  UT 

Yellowstone  National  Park  Superintendent  Michael  Finley  announced  today 
that  the  Intermountain  Regional  Director  John  Cook  signed  the  Finding  of 
No  Significant  Impact  (FONSI)  on  the  Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  - 
Temporary  Closure  of  a Winter  Road,  Yellowstone  National  Park  on  January 
16,  1998.  The  document  complies  with  a court-approved  settlement 
agreement  that  required  the  National  Park  Service  (NPS)  to  prepare  an 
environmental  assessment  on  the  closure  of  a winter  road  segment  in 
Yellowstone  National  Park  in  order  to  further  studies  on  the  effects  of 
groomed  snowmobile  trails  on  bison  movements.  In  the  EA,  four 
alternatives  were  considered,  including  the  proposed  alternative  to  close 
the  Hayden  Valley  road  segment  between  Fishing  Bridge  junction  and  the 
South  Canyon  Drive  junction  on  or  about  January  18,  1998,  and  possibly 
continue  a closure  for  up  to  two  subsequent  winters. 

The  FONSI  decision  calls  for  the  park  to  continue  to  groom  and  keep  open 
the  Hayden  Valley  and  the  Gibbon  River  road  segments  this  winter  season 
(1997-1998)  and  for  the  next  two  winter  seasons  (1998-1999  and  1999-2000). 
The  park  will  not  close  the  road  segments  during  these  winter  seasons  for 
monitoring  purposes  but  may  close  them  to  protect  park  resources  and 
inf rastructure  and  provide  for  visitor  and  employee  health  and  safety,  as 
provided  for  by  National  Park  Service  regulations  for  emergency  road 
closures.  Over  the  next  two  winters,  the  park  will  continue  and  expand 
research  and  monitoring  of  wildlife  movements  and  their  use  of  groomed 
roads;  information  on  weather  patterns,  snow  conditions,  grooming,  and 
visitor  use  patterns  will  be  collected;  and  the  park  will  begin  to 
construct  a model  of  bison  and  visitor  data  to  assist  in  evaluating 
possible  management  actions.  At  the  end  of  the  three  winter  seasons 
(Fall  2000),  research  and  monitoring  results  will  be  evaluated  and  a 
determination  will  be  made  on  a possible  closure  of  the  above  two  segments 
or  other  road  segments  to  gather  additional  information.  If  it  is 
determined  that  road  closures  are  necessary  to  help  understand  wildlife 
use  of  groomed  roads,  closures  will  be  announced  at  least  one  year  before 
the  closure  would  take  place.  The  NPS  may  change  or  modify  this  decision 
as  a consequence  of  other  planning  processes  underway  or  intended. 

As  the  issues  have  been  reviewed  and  public  comments  analyzed,  the  NPS 
acknowledges  that  the  question  about  wildlife  use  of  groomed  roads  and 
possible  adverse  effects  needs  more  detailed  monitoring,  research,  and 
analysis.  The  current  limited  pool  of  knowledge  does  not  sufficiently 
demonstrate  that  an  immediate  road  closure  for  study  would  provide  the 
context  or  range  of  conditions  necessary  to  make  a closure  productive. 

The  NPS  believes  it  is  prudent  to  invest  three  years  to  extensively  study 
bison  use  of  groomed  roads  so  that  annual  weather,  visitor,  and  wildlife 
variations  can  be  taken  into  account.  Hence,  the  decision  is  to  increase 


monitoring  and  research  on  bison  use  of  roads  over  three  winters,  evaluate 
the  results  of  that  work,  and  then  determine  if  a road  closure  is 
appropriate  and  necessary  to  gather  additional  information  to  help  answer 
the  question  on  the  effects  of  groomed  snowmobile  trails  on  bison 
movements . 


"RE : Buffalo  Nations  and  the  DOL  Butt  Heads"  

Date:  Thu,  15  lan  1998  22:17:09  -0500 

From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies.org> 

Subject:  BN  saves  14  more  buffalo 

UUCP  email 
Buffalo  Nations 

P.0.  Box  957  West  Yellowstone,  Mt.  59758 
Phone  (406)646-0070  Fax  (406)646-0071 
E-mail  buffalo@wildrockies.org. 

Press  Release  Ian.  15,  1997 

Buffalo  Nations  and  the  DOL  Butt  Heads  Over  Wild  Buffalo 

Buffalo  Nations  and  Montana's  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  butted  heads 
again  today  as  the  DOL  attempted  to  haze  wild  buffalo  into  one  of  the 
capture  facilities  they  use  to  corral  buffalo  before  sending  them  to 
slaughter  houses. 

The  DOL  used  "cracker  barrels"  (firecrackers  shot  from  guns)  in  an  attempt 
to  scare  five  wild  buffalo  on  the  buffalo  hater's  land  towards  the  capture 
facility,  but  as  it  turned  out  the  buffalo  outsmarted  the  DOL  by  turning 
and  running  right  past  them  away  from  the  facility.  Buffalo  Nations 
volunteers  then  moved  through  waist  deep  snow  into  positions  where  they 
could  interfere  with  the  DOL  operations.  It  was  at  this  point  that  Bryce 
Smedley,  a volunteer,  was  forced  into  a confrontation  with  the  land  owner 
Mr.  Koelzer.  Not  wanting  to  be  video-taped,  Koelzer  lowered  the  snow  plow 
on  the  front  of  his  truck  and  aggressively  told  him  to  leave.  Immediately 
after  this,  Koelzer  turned  his  vehicle  around  and  drove  into  him,  knocking 
him  down  and  running  over  his  foot.  Luckily,  Bryce  sustained  only  minor 
injuries . 

The  DOL  continued  throughout  the  afternoon  trying  to  haze  a total  of  13 
wild  buffalo  towards  the  facility  and  even  hazed  the  buffalo  in  the 
direction  of  volunteers  monitoring  DOL ' s efforts  endangering  the  lives  of 
those  volunteers.  By  day's  end  all  13  wild  buffalo  had  moved  into  a safe 
area  and  the  DOL  gave  up. 

Buffalo  Nations  volunteers  trespassed  onto  the  land  where  the  capture 
facility  is  to  confront  the  DOL,  but  no  arrests  were  made  or  citations 
handed  out. 

Background 

*Last  year,  nearly  1100  wild  buffalo  were  slaughtered  by  the  Montana's 
Dept,  of  Livestock  and  rangers  from  Yellowstone  National  Park.  These  wild 
buffalo  were  leaving  Yellowstone  National  Park  in  search  of  food  during  an 
extremely  cold  and  snowy  winter.  There  is  no  justification  for  this 
slaughter. 

^Buffalo  Nations  is  a coalition  of  Native  American  Traditionalist  and 
grassroots  activists  of  all  races  volunteering  to  save  the  last  wild 
buffalo  in  the  United  States.  There  are  less  than  1000  wild  buffalo  left  in 
the  lower  48. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 


RE:  Eyewitness  to  Buffalo  Nation 


Date:  Mon,  19  lan  1998  08:28:58  -0700 
From:  Shemah  <shemah@mcn . net> 

Sub  j : Buffalo  Nation 

UUCP  email 

My  daughter  and  I got  back  late  last  night  from  spending  the  weekend  in 
West  Yellowstone  with  Buffalo  Nation.  These  folks  are  doing  a splendid 
job  of  protecting  the  buffalo  from  the  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL) 
while  at  the  same  time  pursuing  a "non-violence"  policy.  From  what  I 
was  able  to  tell,  they  have  earned  the  respect  and  support  from  a great 
deal  of  the  local  community,  and  (respect  at  least)  from  the  local  law 
enforcement  as  well,  which  says  a great  deal!  Things  appear  to  have 
been  going  well  to  date 

This  happy  state  of  affairs  is  not  expected  to  continue.  The  DOL  guys 
are  very  unhappy  about  their  loss  of  income  as  a direct  result  of  BN's 
interference  and  from  what  I understand,  they  seem  to  be  taking  it 
increasingly  personal  (rumors  are  they  receive  $200  per  buffalo,  don't 
know  if  this  has  been  verified).  At  any  rate,  they  have  been  attempting 
on  occasion  to  herd/spook  the  buffalo  INTO  the  activists!  That  seems 
pretty  personal,  to  me.  With  an  anticipated  70  head  of  buffalo  due  to 
leave  the  Park  with  some  immediacy  as  part  of  the  250  in  the  process  of 
heading  for  the  Park  borders,  Buffalo  Nation  is  expecting  the 
confrontations  to  escalate  enormously,  not  just  in  quantity,  they  are 
expecting  *seriously*  intense  confrontations  with  the  DOL,  as  well  as 
possibly  significant  slaughter  of  the  buffalo. 

I myself  can't  see  how  they  can  protect  250  buffalo  at  all  times  from 
hostile  guns,  there  is  almost  no  way  that  some  buffalo  aren't  going  to 
be  lost. 

I would  urge  everyone  to  do  what  they  can...  and  ANYONE  who  can  get  to 
West  Yellowstone  in  the  next  few  weeks  needs  to  do  so  as  the  situation 
in  this  time  period  may  become  quite  critical. 

Their  site  is  at  http://www.wildrockies.org/Buffalo/index.html  which 
will  bring  you  up  to  date  on  the  latest  developments  as  well  as  the 
impending  critical  point. 

As  for  Christina  and  I,  we  spent  yesterday  wading  and  stumbling  through 
hip-deep  snow  to  check  on  bison  in  various  safe  resting  spots.  It  was 
quite  incredible  to  see  these  animals  close  up  (relatively  speaking),  I 
got  lots  of  pictures!  We  stayed  over  Saturday  night  at  the  cabin.  It 
is  the  most  wonderful  place,  and  the  people  are  just  fantastically 
friendly  and  relaxing  to  be  around...  when  you  walk  in  the  door  you  feel 
like  you've  been  there  all  your  life,  you  just  sit  down  somewhere  and 
feel  right  at  home,  and  with  the  people  there,  it's  like  walking  into  a 
room  full  of  old  friends  that  you've  know  since  kindergarten ! While 
Christina  went  out  and  help  a couple  of  the  people  who'd  just  come  off  a 
shift  dig  a snow  tunnel,  I sat  in  the  cabin  and  just  soaked  it  all  in, 
asked  a few  questions  and  listened  as  people  talked  about  their 
experiences.  I sure  learned  a lot!  When  I went  out  Sunday  morning  (5 
a.m.,  ugh!!!)  with  the  patrol  I was  assigned  to,  I was  quite  amazed  and 
pleased  at  how  MANY  "Buffalo  Safe"  area  signs  were  posted...  on 
driveways,  fences,  walls  and  even  front  windows  of  homes! 

The  DOL  seems  quite  determined  to  SLAUGHTER  the  buffalo.  It  is  not 
enough  for  them  that  the  buffalo  are  in  designated  SAFE  lands,  well  away 
from  the  cattle  themselves;  they  use  their  cracker  barrels  to  try  to 
frighten  them  OFF  the  safe  land  so  they  can  kill  them  on  the  spot  or  haze 
them  into  their  "capture"  facilities  for  slaughter.  It  seems  to  me.... 
wasn't  the  concern  over  the  buffalo  coming  onto  public  lands,  the 
possibility  of  brucellosis  spreading  to  cattle  (to  be  more  specific,  the 
public's  *perceived*  danger  of  brucellosis)  supposed  to  be  the 
justification  for  the  slaughter?  If  the  buffalo  are  in  designated 
safety  zones,  and  even  some  of  that  (according  to  what  I was  told) 
belonging  to  cattle  ranchers  themselves,  and  the  cattle  are  in  NO  danger 
(real  or  otherwise)  of  coming  into  contact  with  them....  what,  then,  is 


the  justification  for  the  continued  attempts  and  declared  intention  of 
continued  slaughter? 

I can  give  you  the  justifications...  a few  thousand  of  them,  and  they 
are  all  green. 

Please,  PLEASE  visit  the  Buffalo  Nation  site  and  do  anything  you  can! 

Shemah  http : //www. men . net/~shemah 

ICQ  #5087162  AOL  Messenger  ID:  ShemahF 

Do  not  meddle  in  the  affairs  of  dragons 
For  you  are  crunchy  and  taste  good  with  ketchup 

- "RE:  NAs  Enter  Wolf  Controversy"  

Date:  16  Dan  1998  08:41:56 
From:  nfnena@sover.net 

Sub j : NATIVE  AMERICANS  ENTER  WOLF  CONTROVERSY 
FROM  THE  INDIGENOUS  ENVIRONMENTAL  NETWORK 
PRESS  RELEASE 

Date  of  release:  Danuary  14,  1998 
For  Immediate  Release 

Released  by:  Bob  Shimek,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  (218)  751-4967 

Dean  Braveheart,  Minnesota  Wolf  Alliance  (612)  724-2399  or  673-7217 
NATIVE  AMERICANS  ENTER  WOLF  CONTROVERSY 

Within  the  past  couple  weeks,  the  Indigenous  Environmental  Network,  a 
Native  American  non-governmental  environmental  organization  based  in 
Bemidji,  Minnesota  has  been  advocating  for  Minnesota  tribal  members  to 
take  part  in  the  public  meetings  being  scheduled  by  the  state  Department 
of  Natural  Resources  (DNR).  During  the  first  couple  of  meetings  this 
month,  no  Native  American  participation  was  present.  After  contacting 
tribal  members  the  attendance  had  expanded  at  the  Grand  Rapids  and  Park 
Rapids  meetings  in  northern  Minnesota.  "We  weren't  notified  about  these 
meetings.  Many  of  us  don't  get  the  newspaper.  We  are  concerned  citizens 
that  are  worried  for  the  protection  of  the  wolf.  We  have  a right  to  take 
part  in  these  public  hearings  and  take  part  in  any  state  policy  decisions 
that  will  affect  our  brother  the  wolf,"  said  Bob  Shimek,  a White  Earth 
band  member  and  member  of  the  wolf  clan  who  is  organizing  efforts  to 
protect  the  wolf. 

Many  members  of  the  Chippewa  bands  throughout  the  state  and  the  country 
are  members  of  the  wolf  clan.  Many  of  these  tribal  clans  exist  in  the 
White  Earth  reservation  located  southwest  of  Bemidji,  as  well  as  some 
other  tribal  reservations.  "The  wolf  is  part  of  our  heritage  and  has  a 
cultural  and  spiritual  relationship  to  our  people,"  said  Bill  Bush, 
another  White  Earth  Chippewa  and  wolf  clan  member. 

"Beliefs  of  the  Chippewa  believe  that  the  creator  once  place  the  wolf 
and  the  original  Chippewa  together  to  walk  this  world  together  as  brothers. 

Then  the  creator  separated  the  Chippewa  and  the  wolf  to  walk  different 
paths  saying  that  whatever  befalls  one  will  befall  the  other.  If  the  wolf 
tribe  perishes,  so  will  the  Chippewa  people.  That  is  why  we  are  so 
concerned  with  how  Minnesota  proceeds  with  developing  a wolf  management 
program,"  said  Ann  Dunn,  a Chippewa  elder  and  published  story  teller  that 
resides  on  the  Leech  Lake  Chippewa  reservation. 

IEN  and  other  tribal  members  of  Minnesota  state  tribes  have  been  worried 
with  the  mentality  of  some  Minnesotans  that  have  disregard  for  the  wolf 
and  would  prefer  to  see  the  wolf  killed.  Farmers  and  hunters  are  feeling 
threatened  with  the  rapid  growth  of  the  state  wolf  population  from 
previous  endangered  levels  of  a couple  hundred  to  recent  estimates  of  1, 

000  to  2,200.  With  this  rapid  growth,  it  is  more  likely  that  the  federal 
agency,  US  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (USFWS)  will  remove  the  Minnesota 
wolf  from  the  endangered  species  list  which  gives  authority  back  to  the 
state  to  manage  the  wolf  population.  "These  management  plans  have  the 
potential  to  establish  death  quotas  of  the  wolf  population  that  could 
create  state  funded  wolf  hunting  and  trapping  programs,"  said  Shimek.  "It 
could  create  a frontier  mentality  and  frenzy  of  indiscriminate  killing  of 


wolves  and  who  is  going  to  control  this/'  asked  Shimek. 

"The  survival  of  the  wolf  is  important  for  the  survival  of  our 
Anishinabe  (Chippewa)  culture/'  says  Tom  Stillday,  spiritual  elder  of  the 
Red  Lake  Band  of  Chippewa. 

"Our  traditional  leaders  and  tribes  need  to  be  involved  with  the 
planning  process  of  conservation  and  management  plans  that  are  developed 
to  protect  and  preserve  this  important  species/'  says  Tom  Goldtooth, 
national  coordinator  of  IEN.  "The  timberwolf  habitat  doesn't  stop  at  the 
state  and  tribal  boundaries.  Tribes  and  their  members  must  be  part  of 
this  planning  process.  State  authority  over  the  wolf  will  not  apply  on 
tribal  lands  unless  the  tribes  relinquished  their  sovereignty  on  this 
issue.  The  tribes  and  the  state  must  work  together  in  this  process,  and 
they  must  allow  input  from  their  elders  and  spiritual  leadership" 

Goldtooth  said. 

IEN  knows  tribes  are  viable  partners  in  developing  good  wolf  management 
plans.  In  Idaho,  the  USFWS  set  a precedent  by  forming  a partnership  with 
the  Nez  Perce  tribe  in  1995  by  entering  into  a cooperative  agreement  with 
them  that  gave  the  tribe  state-wide  recovery  and  management 
responsibilities  for  wolves  throughout  Idaho.  This  happened  when  the 
state  of  Idaho  declined  to  participate  in  wolf  recovery  efforts.  As  with 
the  tribes  of  northern  Minnesota,  the  Nez  Perce  identify  strongly  with  the 
wolf.  "The  tribe  now  has  the  opportunity  to  bring  the  best  science  to  the 
table  to  insure  a victory  for  the  wolf,"  says  Daime  Pinkham  in  a recent 
article  of  International  Wolf.  "But  it  is  also  a cultural  victory  for  the 
tribe.  Restoring  the  wolf  to  its  rightful  place  provides  an  opportunity 
for  the  tribe  to  rekindle  its  cultural  ties  to  the  wolf  In  "the  victory 
song  of  the  wolf,"  Pinkham  adds,  the  Nez  Perce  will  find  positive  messages 
about  their  own  future. 

With  the  eastern  woodland  bands  of  Dakota  (Sioux)  in  Minnesota,  the  ties 
to  the  wolf  is  equally  strong  and  respected.  "The  Dakota  people  have 
great  admiration  for  the  wolf.  We  learned  many  good  things  from  the  wolf 
and  the  wolf  helped  our  people  in  the  past  to  survive.  We  learned  honor, 
endurance,  perseverance,  and  loyalty  from  the  wolf,"  said  Ray  Owen, 
spiritual  leader  from  Prairie  island.  "The  wolf  is  the  true  warrior  to 
our  people.  The  Dakota  people  must  be  allowed  to  be  part  of  the  planning 
process  to  protect  our  wolf  relative,"  said  Dennis  Blue,  pipe  keeper  of 
the  Lower  Sioux  community. 

IEN  is  working  with  the  newly  formed  Minnesota  Wolf  Alliance  to  educate 
the  Native  and  non-Native  public  of  Minnesota  on  this  wolf  issue.  "We 
don't  want  this  wolf  issue  to  divide  our  communities.  We  must  work 
together  to  seek  an  answer  on  how  wolf  management  in  Minnesota  can 
recognize  all  groups,  as  well  as  maintain  a rightful  place  for  the  wolf," 
said  lean  Braveheart,  a volunteer  coordinator  of  Minnesota  Wolf  Alliance. 
INDIGENOUS  ENVIRONMENTAL  NETWORK 
P.0.  Box  485 
Bemidji,  MN  56619 

Ph:  (218)  751-4967  Fax:  (218)  751-0561  e-mail:  ien@igc.apc.org 
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"RE : Petititon  to  Save  the  Wolves"  

Date:  Mon,  19  lan  1998  16:37:05  -0500 

From:  Karen  Red  Fox  Mitchell  <mystudio@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Petititon  to  Save  the  Wolves 

UUCP  email 

PETITION  TO  SAVE  THE  WOLVES 

TO:  The  American  Farm  Bureau 

FROM:  The  First  Nations  of  Turtle  Island 

Many  centuries  ago,  the  People  found  they  could  live  in  harmony  with 
other  nations  of  beings.  We  understood  that  our  origins  were  the  same. 

The  Great  Mystery  made  us  all.  We  recognized  that  other  species  were 


here  long  before  we  came  and  we  also  understood  that  we  shared  this 
earth  with  them,  we  did  not  own  it.  We  respected  each  other's  ways  and 
lived  together  in  peace.  Respect  for  others  was  ingrained  in  us  by  the 
teachings  of  our  elders.  Your  wanting  to  have  the  wolves  in  Yellowstone 
and  Idaho  "removed"  and/or  killed  is  not  surprising  to  us.  You  have  a 
history  of  removing  and/or  killing  anything  that  does  not  fit  into  your 
vision  of  things. 

There  was  a speech  recorded  by  a Blackfeet  medicine  man  named  Morning 
Eagle  about  Chief  Wolf  and  Chief  Bear,  the  spirit  entities  who  watch 
over  the  wolf  and  the  bear  tribes.  Morning  Eagle  had  witnessed  the 
plight  of  the  plains  wolf  and  guessed  that  his  tribe  would  suffer  a 
similar  fate. 

Speaking  to  his  fellow  Blackfeet,  Morning  Eagle  tried  to  reassure  them 
with  these  words: 

"But  even  in  these  late  days  of  the  old  gods.  Chief  Wolf,  Chief  Bear  and 
others,  no  longer  come  and  talk  with  us  in  person,  we  know  that  they 
still  roam  the  earth,  that  they  live  in  some  far  part  of  it  which  the 
white  men  have  not  yet  found  and  desecrated,  and  we  have  the  assurance 
that  they  will  still  come  and  visit  us  in  the  spirit,  unseen  and  unheard 
as  they  come  to  us  in  our  dreams.  And  we  know  that  they  still  heed  our 
prayers  and  intercede  for  us  with  the  sun,  ruler  of  all,  for  his  mercy 
and  aid". 

As  a Native  American,  I am  sick  at  the  behavior  you  have  demonstrated 
toward  a species  who  has  done  nothing  to  harm  you.  When  will  the  madness 
stop?  When  will  it  be  enough  for  you? 

Please  count  my  name  among  the  people  who  understand  that  it  is 
unintelligent  and  savage  to  annihilate  a nation  of  beings  simply  because 
they  do  not  fit  into  your  vision.  Come  now,  out  of  this  place  of 
ignorance  and  drop  your  suit  against  the  U.  S.  Fish  &Wildlife  Service. 
Leave  the  wolves  alone.  Let  them  live  in  peace. 

Please  return  signed  petitions  to: 

Wolf  Recovery  Foundation 
P.  0.  Box  44236 
Boise,  Idaho  83711-0236 

Collector's  Name 

E-Mail  Address  

Street  Address  

City/ Pro vince 

State/Country 

Zip 

Phone 

Total Month  of 

with  respect,  Karen  Red  Fox  Mitchell  [My  Studio-Florida] 

"RE : Court  Looks  at  Tribal  Sovereignty"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Han  98  09:43:40  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu 
Sub j : Indian  News  01-14-98  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  14  Ian  1998  01:54:42  EST 

COURT  LOOKS  AT  TRIBAL  SOVEREIGNTY 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  AP 

Bartlesville  Examiner-Enterprise 
12  January  1998 

U.S.  Supreme  Court  will  be  the  panel  to  decide  just  how  far  sovereignty 
extends  beyond  the  borders  of  tribal  land.  The  court  today  will  hear 
arguments  In  the  case  Involving  the  Kiowa  Tribe  of  Oklahoma. 

The  case  has  implications  far  beyond  Oklahoma's  borders  because  it  goes 
to  the  heart  of  economic  development  engaged  in  by  American  Indian  tribes 


off  their  tribal  land.  The  Kiowa  Tribe  agreed  to  purchase  stock  in 
Clinton-Sherman  Aviation  Inc.  in  1990.  Clinton-Sherman  is  an  aircraft 
repair  center  on  land  that  was  at  one  time  a military  base.  The  tribe 
gave  Manufacturing  Technologies  Inc.  a $285,000  promissory  note  payable 
in  two  in  installments  in  90  days  in  exchange  for  the  Clinton-Sherman 
stock.  The  transaction  took  place  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Included  in  the  deal  was  a provision  that  the  note  did  not  limit  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Kiowa  Tribe.  The  tribe  never  made  a payment  and  was 
subsequently  sued  by  five  parties  holding  the  note. 

Legal  judgements  against  the  Kiowas  amount  to  more  than  $1.5  million  - 
more  than  the  tribe's  annual  budget.  An  Oklahoma  County  District  Court  did 
not  support  the  tribe's  argument  that  it  could  not  be  sued  because  of 
sovereign  immunity  in  a lawsuit  filed  by  Manufacturing  Technologies.  The 
court  ordered  the  tribe  to  pay  $285,000  plus  interest  and  costs. 

Another  lawsuit  landed  in  the  Oklahoma  Supreme  which  said  that  the  tribe 
could  be  sued  for  violating  contracts  it  entered  into  beyond  the  borders 
of  tribal  property.  That  case  went  to  the  Oklahoma  Court  of  Civil  Appeals, 
which  upheld  the  state  high  court's  ruling.  The  tribe  appealed  to  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court. 

The  tribe  argues  that  Congress,  not  the  state  court  system,  has 
authority  over  Indian  affairs  and  tribal  sovereignty.  A brief  filed  on 
behalf  of  the  Kiowa  tribes  states  that  the  expense  of  litigation  would  be 
economically  detrimental  to  "financially  disadvantaged  tribes."  The  brief 
also  states  that  judgments  against  the  tribe  have  already  put  its  very 
existence  in  peril  - oil  and  gas  severance  taxes  have  been  frozen  and  the 
tribe  has  not  been  allowed  to  enforce  its  own  tax  laws. 

"Seizing  tribal  tax  revenues,  freezing  federally  appropriated  funds  and 
enjoining  enforcement  of  tribal  law  upon  tribal  land  is  virtually  a 
complete  infringement  upon  tribal  self-government.  A state  has  no  such 
power  with  respect  to  an  Indian  tribe,"  according  to  the  brief  written  by 
the  Kiowa's  attorney,  R.  Brown.  Wallace. 

The  Oklahoma  City  attorney  representing  Manufacturing  Technologies 
argues  that  the  tribe  waived  its  sovereignty  right  by  virtue  of  entering 
a business  deal  off  tribal  land.  "The  tribe  would  have  us  believe  that  its 
promise  to  pay  is  meaningful  only  if  later  decides  to  honor  it.  This 
position  is  not  supported  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
congressional  enactments  or  the  decision  of  this  court,"  according  to  a 
brief  written  by  attorney  John  E.  Patterson  Hr.,  who  represents  the 
company. 

The  Oklahoma  Attorney  General's  office  has  submitted  a brief  in  support 
of  the  company's  position.  The  U.S.  Justice  Department  has  lined  up  with 
the  Kiowas,  saying  that  only  the  federal  government  can  define  the  limit 
of  tribal  immunity. 

"RE : Choctaw  Nation  Civil  Rights  Case"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Ian  1998  13:33:00  -0600 
From:  "Scott  Kayla"  <skayla@cwis . net> 

Sub j : Choctaw  Nation  civil  rights  case 

Gary, 

Thought  you  might  want  to  see  this. 

Bob  Burlison  (chahta@atoka.net) 

You  have  my  permission  to  publish  this  article  in  the  Native  American  News 
PRESS  RELEASE 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  Contact  Persons: 

January  14,  1998  Scott  Morrison 

Doug  Dry 

[A  copy  of  the  video  is  on  the  Choctaws  for  Democracy  918-465-5033 

webpage  located  at  http://www.atoka.net/chahta/,=20 

along  with  a narrative  of  the  arrests]  e-mail:  skayla@cwis.net 

WRIT  OF  HABEAS  CORPUS  FILED  IN  CHOCTAW  CASES 

Criminal  charges  have  been  pending  against  Douglas  Dry,  Wilburton,  Rosie 


Burlison,  Atoka,  and  Juanita  McConnell,  Tuskahoma,  since  September  4,  1995 
in  the  Choctaw  Court  of  Indian  Offenses,  Tuskahoma.  The  trio  has 
challenged  the  validity  of  these  charges  and  the  legitimacy  of  the  court 
in  tribal  forums.  Now  the  three  have  filed  a writ  of  habeas  corpus  last 
Friday  (Ian.  9,  1998)  in  Muskogee,  asking  the  federal  court  to  decide 
whether  they  are  being  legally  held. 

The  charges  stem  from  the  1995  Choctaw  Labor  Day  Festival  where  the  trio 
were  arrested  for  violating  a law  prohibiting  passing  out  literature  on 
tribal  lands  on  September  4,  1995.  But  when  their  defense  attorney  Scott 
Kayla  Morrison  asked  for  a copy  of  this  law,  it  was  discovered  no  such  law 
existed.  Ten  days  later,  the  trio  were  charged  with  a multitude  of  laws, 
superseded  by  codes  later  passed  by  the  Tribal  Council. 

It  is  ironic  that  the  new  Choctaw  Chief  Greg  Pyle  is  more  concerned 
about  the  civil  rights  of  bingo  patrons  than  these  Choctaw  citizens,  who 
collectively  face  a total  of  12  years  in  jail.  In  a January  2,  1998, 

Durant  Daily  Democrat  article,  Pyle  is  quoted  as  saying  "We  are  tired  of 
having  our  civil  rights  violated  and  those  of  our  Indian  customers,"  in 
response  to  the  U.S.  Attorney's  Office  closing  electronic  bingo  machines 
at  the  Choctaw  Bingo  in  Durant. 

"It  appears  to  me  the  rampant  lawlessness  that  Bob  Rabon  speaks  of  to 
justify  his  empire  exists  only  in  the  tribal  administration, "said  Bob 
Burlison,  husband  of  one  of  the  defendants.  "These  arrests  were  part  of 
the  political  agenda  of  the  man  in  whose  shadow  Greg  Pyle  still  stands 
under  (former  chief  Flollis  Roberts).  Pyle's  refusal  to  end  this  charade 
involving  his  own  people  makes  a joke  of  his  sudden  concern  for  the  civil 
rights  of  the  tribe.  If  you  don't  wave  a dollar  bill  under  the  nose  of 
this  administration,  you  can't  get  its  attention." 

The  writ  alleges  seventeen  reasons  the  trio  should  be  released, 
including  challenging  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  When  the 
Choctaw  citizens  adopted  the  constitution  in  1983,  they  were  specifically 
asked  if  they  wanted  a court  with  criminal  jurisdiction.  They  voted  no. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  has  now  taken  the  position  that  the 
tribe  is  exercising  federal  criminal  jurisdiction  granted  by  contract. 

This  is  the  same  as  saying  the  United  States  can  contract  federal  criminal 
jurisdiction  to  Mexico,  Columbia  or  Panama.  The  writ  states  this  cannot  be 
done. 

"The  position  of  the  BIA  and  the  contracts  between  the  tribe  and  the  BIA 
has  created  a legal  nightmare  for  Choctaw  citizens  such  as  Petitioners," 
the  writ  said.  Dry,  Burlison  and  McConnell  "have  done  everything  in  their 
power  to  define  and  clarify  the  type  of  court  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  in  many  forums.  It  should  be  obvious  that  the  court  was  established 
with  little  or  no  thought  or  oversight.  This  has  harmed  Petitioners  in 
that  it  has  fallen  to  them,  by  default,  to  attempt  to  bring  justice  and 
fairness  to  the  Choctaw  Nation  court  system." 

Dry,  Burlison  and  McConnell  have  always  maintained  that  with  the  lack  of 
criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  tribe,  the  BIA,  with  its  trust  responsibility, 
must  operate  law  enforcement  within  the  Choctaw  Nation.  "Lawlessness",  as 
has  been  alleged  by  the  tribal  attorney  Bob  Rabon,  Flugo,  would  not  be 
rampant  within  the  Choctaw  Nation  without  the  tribe  operating  law 
enforcement.  The  writ  states  that  the  charges  were  politically  motivated, 
as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  only  these  three  were  prosecuted  in  1995, 
and  the  only  three  charged  in  the  four  years  the  court  has  existed  prior 
to  1995.  Since  1990,  there  have  only  been  19  citizens  charged  in  the 
Choctaw  court. 

Robert  Rabon,  tribal  prosecutor,  is  also  the  son  and  law  partner  of 
tribal  attorney.  Bob  Rabon.  They  have  represented  the  three  branches  of 
Choctaw  government.  This  violates  the  separation  of  powers  under  the 
Choctaw  and  U.S.  constitutions,  the  writ  alleges.  The  Rabons  also 
manipulate  the  court  process  for  advantages  in  other  cases  pending  in 
other  forums.  According  to  the  writ.  Bob  Rabon  asserted  in  state  and 
Choctaw  Constitution  courts  that  the  defense's  motion  to  dismiss  had  been 
denied  four  months  before  the  trio  were  informed  of  this.  The  irony  is 
that  Judge  James  Wolfe  sits  on  Choctaw  Constitutional  Court,  as  well  as 
the  Choctaw  Court  of  Indian  Offenses.  Wolfe  knew  that  the  trio  had  not 
received  a ruling  when  Rabon  asserted  that  he  had. 


The  Choctaw  chief  is  allowed  to  manipulate  the  count  and  law  enforcement 
according  to  the  writ.  Under  the  Choctaw  Constitution  and  court  cases, 
the  chief  may  fire  the  Choctaw  Court  of  Indian  Offenses  judge  and  law 
enforcement  officers  at  will  without  cause.  Former  Choctaw  Chief  Hollis 
Roberts  instructed  the  council  to  change  the  statute  of  limitations  to 
avoid  a civil  lawsuit  by  one  of  Roberts'  victims  of  sexual  assault. 

Roberts  was  convicted  in  Dune  1997  on  three  counts  of  sexual  assault  and 
sexual  abuse.  It  came  out  during  his  federal  jury  trial  that  the  chief 
has  the  power  to  fire  at  will  the  law  enforcement  officers. 

After  Roberts'  conviction,  he  resigned  and  Assistant  Chief  Greg  Pyle 
became  chief.  However,  Pyle  was  not  elected  by  the  people  as  required  by 
a federal  act.  Pyle  appointed  Dames  Wolfe  to  the  Choctaw  Court  of  Indian 
Offenses  in  September  1997.  Pyle  is  illegally  sitting  in  the  office  of 
chief  and  cannot  legitimately  appoint  judges,  stated  in  the  writ. 

Upon  taking  office,  Pyle  announced  a new  "Open  Government"  policy  in  his 
administration.  There  have  been  a few  cosmetic  changes  but  substantially, 
his  regime  is  as  heavy-  handed  as  Roberts'.  Pyle  has  refused  to  meet  with 
Dry  over  concerns  within  the  Choctaw  Nation.  One  concern  was  the  lack  of 
an  apology  by  the  tribal  administration  to  the  victims  of  Roberts. 

Dry  was  also  charged  with  assaulting  a Durant  police  officer  at 
Tuskahoma  during  the  1996  Labor  Day  Festival.  Durant  Officer  Ben  Veenstra 
allegedly  was  assaulted  by  Dry.  But  Dry  has  a video  tape  showing  that  he 
was  in  fact  assaulted  by  Veenstra  and  other  Durant  police  officers.  A 
video  of  the  1995  arrests  of  Burlison  and  McConnell,  as  well  as  the  1996 
assault  on  Dry,  was  attached  to  the  writ  and  filed  in  federal  court. 

Dry  has  offered  to  take  a polygraph  test  in  relation  to  the  1995  and 
1996  arrests  and  challenged  the  tribal  and  Durant  officers  to  do  the  same 
in  order  to  find  out  who  is  telling  the  truth  about  the  arrests. 

The  writ  is  30  pages  long,  with  59  exhibits,  plus  video  and  audio  tapes. 
A copy  of  this  voluminous  document  is  available  upon  request.  No  court 
date  has  been  set  to  hear  the  writ. 

"RE : Wannabe  Article"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Dan  1998  01:58:37  -0800 
From:  dAVe  burlingame  <davidb(3spl.lib.wa.us> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  Wannabe  article 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

Date:  Sun,  9 Dun  1996  09:47:16  -0800  (PST) 

> Would  someone  please  define  "wannabe"  for  me,  I find  it  so  amazing  that 

> many  of  you  would  judge  me  for  wanting  to  live  a spiritual,  natural 

> existence  just  because  I am  a non-native. 

White  people,  new  agers,  environmentaliSSts,  etc.,  etc.,  sometimes  see 
with  clearer  vision  than  they  have  grown  accustomed  to,  and  with  these 
temporarily  hazeless  eyes  realize  what  many  others  (mostly  aboriginal 
cultures,  in  AmeriKKKa  and  abroad)  have  known  for  thousands  of  years:  it 
is  much  more  beneficial  to  live  with  the  land,  to  let  it  provide  for  you 
so  that  you  may  provide  for  it,  than  to  take  from  it  and  offer  no 
compensation . 

What  happens  is  that  in  order  to  save  this  land,  to  care  for  it,  love, 
and  respect  it  as  NAtives  do,  many  narrow  and  small-minded  outsiders  want 
to  be  inside,  to  "be  Indian,"  as  if  adopting  the  ways  of  the  Humans  is  the 
pathway  to  enlightenment.  What  really  happens,  time  and  again  and  almost 
without  exception,  is  that  the  rock  that  is  NAtive  spirituality  is 
constantly  being  chipped  away  at  by  outsiders  who  think  that  owning  a 
piece  of  that  rock  is  as  good  as  owning  the  whole  thing.  They  never 
realize  the  true  nature  of  the  rock:  that  like  all  else  on  this  planet, 
it  belongs  to  all,  and  is  owned  by  none.  The  outsiders  are  looking  for 
Heaven,  for  salvation,  for  answers  to  the  Universe,  and  think  that  our 
dreamcatchers,  our  prayer  bundles,  our  smudgings  are  direct  pathways  to 
their  Gods.  All  these  thoughts  chip  away  at  our  rock,  because  the 
outsiders  fail  to  see  that  we  do  not  do  things  to  gain  some  God's  favour. 
We  take  care  of  our  land  and  our  people,  because  in  doing  so  we  take  care 


of  all  of  U5j  including  ourselves.  And  nothing  else  is  more  important. 
Ever. 

Ever  see  the  movie  "Lost  in  America?"  Albert  Brooks'  character  was 
obsessed  with  driving  out  West  and  "touching  Indians."  We  are  treated  as 
religious  icons,  as  holy  artifacts.  Not  as  people.  That  we  know  how  to 
take  care  of  our  land  is  beyond  reproach.  What  is  appalling  is  when 
others  want  to  take  part  in  things  that  they  have  no  right  to.  They 
believe  our  ceremonies  to  somehow  be  public  domain,  that  anyone  with  a 
shell  and  a feather  can  "be  Indian."  The  rock  is  chipped  even  further. 

This  rant  comes  very  close  to  dividing  right  from  wrong  down  racial 
lines.  But  for  all  the  supposed  sympathy  and  empathy  given  us,  outsiders 
are  still  trying  to  tell  us  what  is  NAtive  and  what  is  not.  AmeriKKKa's 
campaign  of  genocide  continues... 

If  non-NAtives  ARE  GENUINELY  CONCERNED  about  what  is  being  done,  they 
will  ignore  the  problems  of  race,  of  what  constitutes  a wannabe,  or  a 
newager,  or  an  environmentaliSSt,  and  focus  instead  on  what  to  do  in  their 
own  backyards,  in  their  own  governments,  to  affect  the  change  that  is  so 
sorely  needed.  None  of  us  can  ever  be  united,  none  can  hope  for  a true 
mending  of  the  circle,  if  instead  of  taking  action,  we  sit  around 
discussing  and  using  labels.  It  is  action,  and  action  alone,  that  will 
reveal  your  true  nature. 

NAtives'  concerns  about  wannabes,  etc.  aren't  meant  as  remarks  or 
attitudes  based  on  racial  divisions.  We've  all  seen  Indians  who  do  not 
act  Human  at  all,  who  trade  the  objects  and  materials  of  their  culture,  of 
their  heritage,  for  a wallet  of  green  paper.  Dust  as  there  are  NAtives 
who  do  not  treat  their  people  or  land  with  respect,  there  are  many  non- 
NAtives  who  DO  care,  who  understand  what  is  happening  today  and  are  taking 
steps  to  stop  (and  hopefully  reverse)  the  damage  already  done.  However,  a 
caring  attitude  is  not  an  entitlement  to  the  "trappings"  of  a native 
culture.  Outsiders  cannot  and  should  not  be  the  ones  to  decide  what 
things  they  are  ready  to  learn  from  NAtives.  It  is  the  sole  province  of 
the  Keepers  of  the  Ways  to  find  who  is  worthy  of  knowledge  and,  more 
importantly,  who  is  not. 

Final  Word:  what  is  needed,  above  all  else,  is  respect.  For  the  land, 
for  the  self,  and  (most  importantly)  for  our  Elders.  Don't  demand  that  an 
Elder  provide  you  with  answers,  with  stories  or  legends,  for  secrets  of 
their  Ways.  There  is  no  respect  in  making  such  demands.  Simply  sit  and 
listen.  When  it  is  truly  time  for  you  to  learn,  the  Elders  will  know.  The 
Grandfathers  will  know.  The  Grandmothers  will  know.  And  you  will  be 
taught,  and  you  will  never  forget,  because  they  can  see  that  you  are 
worthy. 

The  same  thing  goes  for  the  land.  Make  no  demands.  Sit  and  listen,  and 
when  the  land  knows  you  are  truly  ready  to  listen,  it  will  tell  you  what 
needs  to  be  done.  The  land  is  always  speaking  to  us,  but  it  also  decides 
if  you  will  understand  its  words. 

I hope  I in  some  small  way  have  begun  to  answer  your  question.  I have 
made  some  gross  generalizations  and  said  things  perhaps  out  of  anger,  but 
I nonetheless  take  responsibility  for  each  and  every  word. 

THE  SHORT  ANSWER:  wannabes  are  simply  trying  to  be  something  they're 
not  and  have  no  right  to  even  pretend  to  be... and  they  don't  know  how  to 
listen  when  they  are  told  certain  things  are  none  of  their  business.  They 
chip  away  at  our  rock  and  prize  their  fragments  (or  sell  them),  and  they 
never  realize  the  effect  their  actions  have  on  the  rock  they  have  no  right 
to  take  part  of. 

These  are  my  words. 
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From:  der@infomatch.com  (Harry  D.) 

Sub j : Grandma  TA  7A's  (84  year  old  Elder)  Story  on  the  Power  of  Alcohol 

UUCP  email 

GRANDMA  TA  7A'S  STORY  ABOUT  THE  POWER  OF  ALCOHOL* 
written  by  Harry  Derbitsky  of  ACT  Training  Inc., 

edited  by  various  members  of  the  community,  including  Edward  Thevarge 

Alita  came  over  to  Grandma's  house  and  started  talking  to  Grandma.  Grandma 
laughter  lifted  the  spirit  of  Alita  who  was  feeling  a bit  sad.  Alita  loved 
so  much  sitting  and  being  with  Grandma. 

She  asked,  "Grandma,  what  was  life  like  when  you  were  my  age,  how  did  you 
learn".  Grandma  said  "there  was  not  much  school  in  my  days,  we  learned 
most  things  from  the  elders.  Often,  there  was  gatherings  at  Shookumchuk, 
Samahquam  and  Douglas.  The  Chief  of  Skookumchuk  would  often  give  a 
speech,  talking  about  what  the  younger  generation  should  learn  and  live 
from  the  old  ways.  There  was  no  writing  on  paper  or  for  the  newspaper,  it 
was  all  talking. 

My  Dad,  Mom  and  all  of  the  kids  went.  We  played  outside  - kickball, 
baseball,  canoe  racing,  girls  with  the  boy.  Often,  all  the  people  watched 
the  young  boys  and  girls  play  baseball  in  front  of  the  Church.  Then  Dad 
would  call  to  me  "go  cooking,  go  outside  and  help  with  the  cooking".  When 
all  the  food  was  ready,  we  all  would  sit  on  the  ground,  especially  if  it 
was  a sunny  day.  We  would  pray,  and  then  eat  after.  Now  there  is  lack 
of  trust  and  communicating  on  account  of  drinking".  Alita  asked,  "Grandma, 
did  you  have  fun  when  you  were  my  age".  "Yes,  but  I worked  very  hard. 

From  morning  to  night,  I worked  and  did  the  chores  for  the  family.  This 
left  me  little  time  for  play  and  fun.  My  parents  were  strict  and  demanded 
that  I live  like  this."  This  answer  surprised  Alita,  but  there  was  another 
question  which  Alita  wanted  to  ask  from  the  earlier  talk. 

Grandma,  did  the  people  always  drink  booze.  Grandma  looked  at  Alita 
sadly  " No,  they  did  not.  Long  ago,  they  used  to  work  at  gathering  hops 
in  the  fields.  The  tall  green  hops  were  on  acres  and  acres  of  farmland 
around  Chillawack  and  Agassiz.  Our  people  could  earn  enough  money  in 
the  fall  to  feed  themselves  all  winter.  This  work  brought  happiness 
and  self  esteem  into  their  hearts.  This  kept  their  minds  peaceful  and 
content.  One  day  the  breweries  brought  in  machines  to  do  the  hop  picking, 
and  the  work  stopped  for  the  people.  Then,  the  people  became  idle  -- 
lack  of  work  and  changing  times  lead  to  many  thoughts  of  doubt  and  low 
self-esteem,  and  the  people  started  to  drink.  A sad  feeling  came  into 
Grandma.  She  closed  her  eyes  and  shook  her  head  gently  from  side  to 
side  and  said  "so  much  suffering,  so  much  suffering". 

Grandma  seemed  in  another  world,  her  heart  was  feeling  the  evil  of  the 
alcohol  to  her  community.  Her  feeling  of  what  she  was  seeing,  deeply, 
deeply  affected  Alita.  Alita  somehow  felt  wiser  by  sharing  this  feeling. 
Grandma  was  not  poisoned  by  what  she  was  feeling,  she  was  simply  sharing 
what  she  understood  spiritually.  And  she  was  feeling  SO  MUCH  AND  SO 
DEEPLY,  it  touched  Alita' s heart.  Alita  knew  then  that  booze  is 
crazywater.  (water  that  weakens  your  spirit).  For  the  first  time  Alita 
understood  the  suffering,  but  where  is  the  help  for  her  Mom  and  Aunties. 
Grandma  looked  with  sparkling  eyes  into  Alita' s.  Somehow,  sharing  her 
stories  with  Alita  makes  her  alive.  To  be  truthful,  she  could  not 
understand  why  more  of  her  people  did  not  listen  to  her  stories.  She  was 
old  physically,  but  her  mind  was  young  and  alive.  She  has  so  much 
wisdom  to  share.  Could  not  her  people  recognize  this? 

Grandma  started  to  talk  story.  She  looked  deep  into  her  own  mind,  and 
said,  "In  a DREAM  long  ago,  there  was  a PowWow  at  Seattle.  In  the 
gathering,  1/2  the  Indian  people  were  drinking  alcohol  for  the  first  time 
and  the  other  1/2  would  not  drink  the  alcohol.  Grandma  called  the  people 
who  had  started  drinking  as  The  Black  People  and  those  that  were  not 
drinking  The  White  People. 

The  Black  and  White  people  were  in  a Power  struggle.  A wise  White  Indian 
stood  up  and  said  to  the  Black  People,  you  must  change  and  stop  drinking 


or  you  will  never  stop  shaking.  The  Black  People  loved  the  feeling  of 
drinking  more  than  anything  else.  They  felt  that  they  had  the  power  to 
communicate  because  they  talked  louder,  they  thought  that  they  were 
strong,  that  they  had  no  problems  and  they  laughed  and  laughed.  The 
alcohol  influenced  their  thinking.  The  Wise  White  Man  said  "the  alcohol 
makes  your  decisions  for  you.  If  you  do  not  stop  now,  you  will  be  shaking 
in  sixty  days.  It  is  not  healthy  and  you  will  not  be  happy.  You  must 
stop  now  or  you  will  never  quit.  Your  children  will  suffer.  Your  wives 
and  husbands  will  suffer.  However,  the  greatest  suffering  will  be  inside 
yourselves.  Your  minds  will  never  be  free.  Your  Spirit  will  be  poisoned 
by  your  own  crazy  thoughts  controlled  by  this  alcohol.  Drinking  means  sad 
times  for  you".  Many  of  the  Black  People  listened  to  the  love  and  caring 
of  this  wise  person.  They  felt  that  what  he  was  saying  was  True,  but  they 
did  not  understand  how  powerful  alcohol  is.  They  did  not  understand  that 
it  would  lead  to  a bad  habit.  However,  they  did  not  care,  because  they 
felt  good  now  - life  was  a party,  and  they  were  sure  that  what  they  were 
doing  was  right,  besides  what  harm  could  it  do.  Sixty  days  passed.  The 
Black  People  had  continued  to  drink.  They  looked  older  and  poorer.  They 
had  smiles  on  their  faces  from  time  to  time,  but  it  was  obvious  to  the 
White  People  that  they  were  suffering.  They  were  unhappy.  They  were 
poisoned.  So  many  great  warriors,  craftsmen,  healers  whom  only  cared  for 
one  thing  in  their  lives.  And  worst  of  all,  they  were  shaking 
uncontrollably.  The  same  Wise  Whiteman  stepped  up  and  said  "you  are  not 
going  to  stop  drinking  for  a long,  long  time  You  have  sold  your  Spirit 
power  for  a bottle  of  alcohol.  The  suffering  will  consume  you,  but 
remember  you  are  still  loved  by  all  the  members  of  this  community.  We 
love  you,  and  will  wait  for  you  to  find  the  healing  powers.  One  day  your 
bad  habit  and  ugly  feelings  within  yourselves  will  end."Alita  was  touched 
by  this  Dream.  She  asked  Grandma,  if  she  had  drank  alcohol.  She  said 
"yes  , but  one  day  I went  to  the  doctor  and  he  told  her  not  to  drink 
anymore."  Grandma  listened  to  her  doctor.  Her  doctor  said  "Mrs.  Siah, 
either  you  stop  drinking  or  you  will  die  within  six  months".  Grandma 
looked  into  Alita's  eyes,  and  smiled.  You  know  the  power  of  the  Spirit 
is  incredible.  I simply  realized  that  I had  a choice.  I had  the  power 
inside  me  to  change  my  Mind.  And  I did.  I am  so  thankful  that  my 
suffering  from  alcohol  is  over  and  now  my  spirit  is  free  to  do  much 
greater  things,  allowing  my  thoughts  to  soar  like  the  eagle. "I  worry  about 
the  grandkids  and  why  it  is  so  hard  for  them  to  stop  drinking.  I say  to 
them  "stop  thinking  so  much,  it  causes  too  much  stress".  One  day,  it  is 
my  hope  that  our  children  will  not  be  consumed  by  the  power  of  alcohol. 

One  day  they  will  be  free  in  their  hearts  and  minds. 

HARRY  DERBITSKY  CAN  BE  CONTACTED  AT  (604)943-3598 
OR  FAX  (604)943-8720  OR  E-MAIL  der@infomatch.com 
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THE  END  OF  THE  JOURNEY 
by  D.  F.  Sanders 

We  all  cherish  the  lessons  of  nature,  but  each  time  we  encounter 
something  wild,  there  is  always  the  same  sense  of  awe  and  wonder.  In 
August,  1991,  not  long  after  I made  my  formal  commitment  to  follow  my 
Spiritual  Path,  I was  doing  my  morning  rounds  at  work,  which  included  a long 
hike  around  our  hotel's  22  acre  property.  I was  on  my  way  back  to  the 
office,  not  paying  attention  to  what  was  going  on  around  me,  when  I noticed 
two  fairy  terns  wheeling  and  playing  above  the  roofs  of  the  shops. 

Terns  of  many  varieties  pass  through  Hawaii  on  their  incredible  round 
trip  from  other  lands.  They  are  models  of  endurance,  making  long  annual 
migrations  between  their  winter  and  summer  homes.  When  there  is  no  land 
below  them,  they  will  sleep  on  the  wind,  true  creatures  of  the  air. 

Most  beloved  for  me  has  been  the  pure  white  fairy  tern  with  its  dark. 


soulful  eyes.  This  bird  is  known  by  the  Hawaiians  as  Manu-o-Ku,  or  Bird  of 
the  great  God  Ku.  Fairy  terns  can  often  been  seen  flying  by  day  or  night, 
their  pure  white  bodies  brilliant  against  the  sky.  They  are  birds  who 
perform  wondrous,  joyous  dances  in  the  sky,  much  as  the  dolphin  dances  in 
the  ocean. 

The  pair  I spotted,  obviously  mates,  flew  over  my  head,  and  I watched 
them  loop  around  and  around,  secretly  admiring  their  aerial  skills.  Their 
long,  slender  wings,  distinctively  v-shaped,  shifted  ever  so  slightly  as 
they  displayed  their  talents.  The  male  made  a sharp  left  turn  and  started 
to  leave,  but  the  female  suddenly  whirled  around  and  flew  after  me.  She 
slowed  down  just  behind  me  and  about  three  feet  above  my  head  and  just 
hovered  there,  watching  me. 

I looked  up  into  her  dark  eyes  and  felt  a thrill  of  excitement  flow 
through  my  body.  Seconds  passed,  and  still  she  hovered,  her  eyes  never 
losing  contact  with  mine.  I took  a couple  of  steps  forward,  and  she 
followed,  maintaining  exactly  the  same  distance  from  me.  It  was  as  if  her 
spirit  was  communing  with  me  on  a level  I could  not  yet  understand. 

The  spell  was  broken  when  a lady  I work  with,  who  had  witnessed  the 
whole  incident,  said,  "I  think  she  likes  you!"  I turned  away  for  just  an 
instant,  and  when  I turned  back,  the  bird  had  left  to  follow  her  mate.  The 
incident  had  a profound  effect  on  me,  and  I felt  charged  with  energy, 
buoyant  almost,  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 

The  incident  might  have  ended  there,  yet  I forgot  that  the  tern's 
lesson  is  one  of  cycles  and  endurance.  In  late  January,  1992,  I was  just 
leaving  on  my  morning  rounds,  and  I stopped  by  a little  pagoda  shop  in  our 
bazaar  to  watch  the  turtles  we  had  in  the  pond  there.  I called  this  area  my 
"Turtle  Island,"  and  it  was  a special  place  which  I visited  often.  Hung 
with  brass  temple  bells,  it  was  a place  with  almost  spiritual  qualities,  and 
it  helped  to  ease  my  mind  in  those  times  when  the  pressure  of  city 
living  got  to  be  too  much. 

I was  admiring  one  large  turtle,  who  had  turned  t 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minnlnd,  NAT-REL,  NAT-Film,  FOL  & 
Hawaii  Nation  Info  lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
UUCP  email;  Indigenous  Environmental  Network; 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, igc . list . indknow 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 


IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"The  blood  the  runs  in  our  veins  is  as  the  blood  that  runs  in  the  veins 
of  trees.  The  plants  and  each  and  every  one  of  us  are  part  of  the 
great  circle  of  life" 

--  Enriquela  Contreras,  Zapoteca  Healer 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Doe  Chasing  Horse  took  about  three  dozen  boxes  of  clothing  and  blankets 
to  Rosebud  rez  this  week,  all  from  contributors  who  responded  to  the  appeals 
in  Wotanging  Ikche.  He  distributed  them  to  the  elders,  who  are  very  thankful 
and  asked  that  we  thank  everyone. 

He  sends  apologies  for  not  tracking  who  each  box  came  from  so  that  each 
donor  could  receive  proper  acknowledgement.  In  the  cold,  and  with  the  need 
to  make  sure  those  who  needed  the  items  most  received  them,  that  detail  fell 
through . 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Date:  Thu,  22  Ian  1998  23:35:14  -0500 

From:  AIMAZ  <AIMAZ@aol.com>  (by  way  of  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net>) 

Sub  j : A passing... In  Memory  of  John  Trujillo 

It  is  my  sad  duty  to  report  the  passing  of  John  Trujillo. 

A Yaqui  elder,  John  was  a founding  member  of  the  Arizona  Territory  Gourd 
Dance  Society  and  a vocal  advocate  for  Indian  rights,  especially  in  the 
Tucson,  Arizona  area. 

John  lost  his  struggle  with  cancer  today  (1/22/98). 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at: 

St.  Anne's  Church 
Tubac,  Arizona 
10  a.m. 

Tuesday,  January  27th,  1998 

John's  family  has  requested,  in  lieu  of  flowers,  that  donations  be  made,  in 
his  name,  to  the  Arizona  Territory  Gourd  Dance  Society,  and  sent  to: 

Danny  Dwuyenie 
c/o  8102  E.  Eli 
Tucson,  AZ  85710 

I knew  John  for  about  5 years  and  knew  him  to  be  a good  and  dedicated  man. 
He  always  put  others  before  himself,  and  had  a gentle  manner.  He  will  be 
deeply  missed. 

Please  pass  this  to  any  Gourd  Dancers  or  Gourd  Societies  with  whom  you  have 
contact.  Prayers  for  this  man  are  appreciated.  We  should  all  sing  and 
dance  John  home. 


Respectfully, 

Andy  Mader 

AZ  Territory  Gourd  Dance  Society 
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Bad  news.  Four  buffalo  were  captured  and  trucked  out  of  Yellowstone 
by  the  Sheridan  slaughterhouse  owner! 

If  you'll  recall,  the  DOL  STILL  can't  account  for  all  the  thousands  of 
bucks  they  got  from  the  auction  proceeds  from  sales  of  hides,  skulls, 
meats,  etc  from  last  year. 

From  http://www.wintercount.org  with  permission: 

Buffalogate 

On  January  21,  1998,  the  American  Public  was  ripped  off  for  over 
$15,000.  Did  anybody  happen  to  notice?  Does  anybody  care? 

During  a time  when  Newt  is  screaming  for  cutbacks  to  Indian  Nations  and 
school  lunch  programs,  at  a time  when  more  people  are  homeless  in 
American  than  in  the  history  of  this  country,  have  we  become  so  callous 
and  unfeeling  that  we  don't  care  when  we  are  told  of  deliberate  theft  of 
our  natural  resources? 

Five  Buffalo  were  baited  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  with 
hay  outside  West  Yellowstone,  Montana,  hazed  outside  the  park  and  like 
thieves  in  the  night,  taken  by  a slaughterhouse  truck  to  be  slaughtered. 

Five  buffalo--$3,000  each.  You  figure  it  up. 

I won't  go  into  the  ethical,  moral  or  spiritual  significance  of  this 
theft.  I won't  bore  you  with  the  tears  it  causes  Indian  People,  but  what 
I will  tell  you  is  that  you  are  considered  suckers  by  the  State  of  Montana 
and  the  US  Federal  Government.  They  consider  you  stupid  sheep  who  are  too 
lazy  to  pick  up  a phone  or  send  a fax  in  protest. 

I happen  to  think  they're  wrong,  so  I'm  going  to  tell  you  a story. 

Last  year,  over  a hundred  thousand  dollars  was  taken  by  the  Montana  Dept 
of  Livestock  from  auction  proceeds  of  bison.  You  remember  those  bison,  over 
a thousand  of  them  were  killed  by  the  State  of  Montana  for  the  crime  of 
wandering  off  the  National  Park  lands. 

The  Montana  DOL  couldn't  account  for  the  money  other  than  to  say  it  went 
into  their  "travel  budget."  Did  they  thank  you  for  their  food  and  drink 
bills  while  staying  at  the  Best  Western  in  Gardiner  Mt.  while  waiting  to 
capture  more  strays?  I didn't  think  so. 

Consider  you,  as  a taxpayer  got  ripped  off  for  over  a hundred  thousand 
dollars . 

NOW,  consider  the  tribal  member  who  sold  broken  down  equipment  that 
he  thought  was  discarded  by  the  US  Government,  a year  ago.  He  got  5 
years  in  prison  for  not  following  the  official  sealed  bid  process  that  is 
required  when  Property  of  the  US  Government  is  disposed  of. 

What's  wrong  with  this  picture? 

I wrote  to  the  National  Park  Service  and  asked  if  the  Bison  weren't 
considered  US  Government  Property  and  how  could  they  be  disposed  of 
without  sealed  bid  process? 

I was  told  the  National  Park  Service  doesn't  consider  them  their 
property  anymore  once  they  cross  the  Park  Boundary. 

REALLY? 

Does  that  mean  any  US  Citizen  can  just  run  up  to  Montana,  take  a stock 
trailer  and  pick  their  buffalo  to  take  home? 

Try  it. 

Fifteen  thousand  dollars  already  stolen  this  year  (and  they'll  probably 
charge  off  their  proceeds  to  cover  the  cost  of  baiting  the  buffalo  and 
corralling  them,  as  they  did  last  year). 

The  State  of  Montana  has  become  so  arrogant,  so  defiant  that  they  flip 
you  off  in  your  face,  with  a defiant  attitude  because  they  KNOW  you're  not 
going  to  stand  up  and  demand  a congressional  investigation  of  where  that 
money  went. 

Folks? 

That  is  TAXPAYER  money.  Those  Buffalo  are  assets  of  each  of 
you.  Your  taxes  paid  to  support  those  buffalo.  You  own  a piece  of  each 
one  of  them.  Would  you  allow  a thief  to  come  into  your  home  and  steal 
your  personal  possessions? 

Maybe  it  doesn't  sound  like  a lot  of  money.  Yet. 


But  lets  talk  1,100  buffalo  from  last  yean.  Over  a third  of  a million 
dollars  that  belonged  to  the  US  Tax  paying  public  was  handed  over  to  the 
State  of  Montana  without  question--blood  money. 

And  now  they're  doing  it  again. 

Are  you,  as  the  State  of  Montana  believes,  going  to  sit  back  as 
mindless  sheep  and  let  them  continue  to  rip  you  off? 

Or  are  you  fed  up  with  the  corruption  of  big  brothers  and  ready  to 
drive  your  congressmen  nuts  about  this  issue? 

You  and  I are  considered  little  people  with  no  political  clout,  no 
power.  I remind  you  that  we  elect  these  thieves  and  we  can  just  as  easily 
impeach  them  out  of  office. 

YOU  have  the  power.  YOU  do  NOT  have  to  sit  back  and  watch  legalized 
theft  occur  of  our  precious  natural  resources. 

It's  up  to  you. 

As  my  Cherokee  Grandmother  would  say  to  you. 

You've  been  told.  You're  accountable. 

Dammit.  DO  SOMETHING. 

Call  it  what  it  is  folks--Legalized  Theft. 

Course  you  didn't  protest  too  much  about  the  $10,000  toilet  seats 

either. 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

2.1976  Anna  Mae  Pictou  Aquash  - AIM  organizer  assassinated  on 

(body  Pine  Ridge..  FBI  involved  in  attempt  to  conceal  cause  of  death, 
found  Ongoing  attempt  to  establish  "AIM  involvement"  in  murder.  Key 
2-24-76)  FBI  personnel  never  deposed.  Coroner  never  deposed,  [depose-to 
remove  from  power... to  testify  or  bear  witness,  especially  on 
oath  in  court] 

2.6.1976  Lena  R.  Slow  Bear  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : Save  Ward  Valley"  
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Sovereignty  Sunday  at  'Iolani  Palace 
Menominee  Nation  Releases  Report 
How  Epidemics  Killed  So  Many 
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Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
Conferences  and  Powwows 


Date:  Thu,  15  3an  1998  09:25:18  -0500 
From:  Tom  Goldtooth  <ien@igc . ape . org> 
Sub j : Save  Ward  Valley 


Indigenous  Environmental  Network/Environmental  Justice  Post 


FLASH!  FLASH!  FLASH!  FLASH!  FLASH!  FLASH! 
Wednesday,  January  14,  1998 


We  learned  today  that  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  is  planning  to 
issue  permits  to  the  CA  Dept,  of  Health  Services  (DHS)  and  Dept,  of  Interior 
(DOI)  for  tritium  testing  at  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  Radioactive  Waste  Dump 
as  early  as  Fri.,  Ian.  16  and  no  later  than  Fri.,  Ian.  23. 

At  the  time  these  permits  are  issued  a 15-day  notice  of  closure  of  Ward 
Valley  to  the  public  will  also  be  issued.  At  this  time,  the  closure  will 
include  not  only  the  1,000-acre  proposed  dump  site  but  also  the  exits  on 
both  sides  of  1-40.  A 5-day  notice  to  move  the  encampment  from  "ground 
zero"  to  the  air-strip  will  also  be  issued,  probably  sometime  during  that 
15-day  period. 

DHS  and  Ed  Hastey  of  CA  Bureau  of  Land  Management  are  pushing  for  the  DHS 
testing  to  be  done  simultaneously  with,  or  before,  the  DOI  testing.  DOI 
does  not  want  this  scenario;  they  prefer  to  do  their  testing  before  DHS.  If 
they  cannot  resolve  this  disagreement,  there  may  be  further  delays. 

When  the  permits  and  the  15-day  notice  of  closure  are  issued  we  will 
activate  the  Emergency  Response  Network  (ERN).  We  will,  at  that  time,  be 
calling  upon  people  to  come  help  defend  Ward  Valley  against  further 
desecration.  You  will  be  asked  to  report  to  the  Save  Ward  Valley  office  in 
Needles,  then  go  to  the  Fort  Mojave  Tribal  Headquarters  for  orientation 
before  going  out  to  Ward  Valley  itself. 

We  encourage  everyone  to  begin  making  preparations  for  this  very  important 
action.  Start  getting  your  supplies  together  and  make  arrangements  for 
travel,  the  care  of  your  pets,  etc.  We  must  all  work  together  to  protect 
this  sacred  land,  the  desert  tortoise,  and  the  Colorado  River! 

For  more  information  contact: 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

e-mail:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Molly  Dohnson) 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network  comments: 

The  Save  Ward  Valley  (SWV)  is  the  contact  center  for  information  and  for 
activating  the  Red  Alert  and  the  Emergency  Response  Network.  If  people  need 
to  contact  the  Fort  Mojave  Tribe  directly  or  other  Colorado  River  tribes, 
the  SWV  is  the  referral  center  for  this  information.  IEN  is  part  of  the 
Emergency  Response  Network.  Your  support  is  needed.  The  tribal  elders  of 
Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes,  Quechan,  and  Cocopah 
have  stated  that  they  will  not  tolerate  anymore  desecration  of  the  sacred 
lands  of  Ward  Valley.  The  tribal  elders  have  vowed  that  they  will  stand  in 
place  at  the  proposed  low-level  radioactive  waste  dump  site  at  Ward  Valley, 
California  and  prevent  the  trucks  and  drilling  rigs  from  coming  in  to  drill 
more  test  wells  at  the  site. 

BE  ON  ALERT!  BE  READY  TO  TAKE  ACTION  AND  SUPPORT  THE  ELDERS,  COMMUNITY,  THE 
ENDANGERED  DESERT  TORTOISE  AND  OTHER  HABITAT  FROM  THIS  DESTRUCTION. 

California  Governor  Pete  Wilson,  the  federal  agencies  and  the  nuclear 
industry  are  continuing  to  make  forward  steps  towards  burying  long-lived  and 
highly  dangerous  radioactive  wastes  in  shallow,  unlined  trenches  above  an 
aquifer  and  18  miles  from  the  Colorado  River.  The  Ward  Valley  nuclear  dump 
would  contaminate  the  drinking  water  for  over  22  million  people  in  the 
Southwest,  destroy  critical  habitat  and  violate  traditional  Native  American 
lands,  sacred  and  significant  cultural  sites.  The  Fort  Mojave  and  other 
area  tribes  have  had  numerous  meetings  with  United  States  federal  officials 
requesting  that  President  Clinton's  government-to-government  policy  with 
tribes  be  respected.  The  tribes  have  been  demanding  that  the  U.S. 
government  recognize  their  request  that  the  Ward  Valley  nuclear  waste  dump 
not  be  built  at  the  sacred  and  historical  site  of  Ward  Valley,  which  is  18 
miles  from  the  Fort  Mojave  Indian  reservation.  Their  requests  have  been 
ignored  by  the  U.S.  administration! 

The  Native  elders,  tribal  grassroots  and  their  tribal  governments  stand 
in  solidarity  with  the  non-Native  anti-nuclear  movement  to  stop  this  insane 
development  whereby  one  accident  could  destroy  whole  tribal  cultures,  and 
contaminate  the  water  and  air  of  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  Mexico. 


All  humans  and  habitat  will  be  impacted  by  this  development. 

This  area  is  in  a corridor  of  nuclear  colonial  development.  The  Western 
Shoshone  and  Paiute  tribes  and  bands  in  Nevada  and  Utah  have  also  been 
targeted  with  becoming  unwilling  hosts  of  other  high  level  radioactive  waste 
dump  proposals.  Yucca  Mountain  is  one  related  issue.  The  Skull  Valley  Band 
of  Goshutes  in  Utah  is  the  other  related  issue. 

For  more  information  see  the  following  Web  sites: 

http://banwaste.envirolink.org 

http://www.honorearth.com 

http : //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien 

http://www.nirs . org 

http://www.alphacdc.com/necona 

Tom  Goldtooth 
IEN  National  Coordinator 
Indigenous  Environmental  Network 
P.O.  Box  485 

Bemidji,  Minnesota  56619  USA 

Phone:  (218)  751-4967 

Fax:  (218)  751-0561 

e-mail:  ien@igc.apc.org 

web  page:  http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 

"RE : Slaughter  of  Yellowstone  Buffalo"  

Date:  Thu,  22  lan  1998  23:29:44  -0700 

From:  buffalo  folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Montana  begins  Slaughter  of  Yellowstone  Buffalo  AGAIN!  : 

(please  pass  this  on!)  ( 8 ) 

UUCP  email 

Yellowstone  Bison  Lured  from  Park  for  Transport  to  Slaughter: 

Attempt  to  Prevent  Possible  Slaughter  Leads  to  Arrest 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  January  22,  1998 
PRESS  CONFERENCE  ON  FRIDAY,  JANUARY  23: 

Michael  Mease,  Dan  Flowells 
Friday,  January  23,  11:00  a.m. 

Emerson  Cultural  Center 
111  S.  Grand  Ave. 

Bozeman,  MT 

Weaver  Room,  2nd  floor 

Media  Contact:  Sue  Nackoney,  (406)  646-0070 
FAX:  (406)  646  0071 

email : mailto:buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Yesterday,  January  21,  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  scattered 
hay  at  their  capture  facility  outside  West  Yellowstone,  MT  to  bait  buffalo 
leaving  Yellowstone  National  Park.  They  hazed  the  buffalo  who  were  outside 
of  the  park  into  the  capture  facility  during  the  night. 

Thursday,  five  buffalo  were  captured  and  shipped  off  to  a slaughter  house 
in  Sheridan,  MT.  These  will  be  the  first  buffalo  slaughtered  by  the  DOL 
this  winter.  The  bison  in  the  trailers  were  bleeding  from  gore  wounds  they 
inflicted  on  each  other  in  the  pens  and  in  the  transfer  process. 

The  DOL  also  relocated  four  of  Yellowstone's  buffalo  away  the  Duck  Creek 
drainage,  to  be  released  at  Horse  Butte.  These  buffalo  were  marked  with 
bright  orange  paint  and  could  be  injured. 

At  11:30  a.m.  Thursday,  Buffalo  Nations  volunteer  Dan  Howells  locked 
himself  to  a trailer  getting  ready  to  relocate  the  four  buffalo.  With  a 
kryptonite  bicycle  lock  around  his  neck,  Howells,  a 29  year-old  non-violent 
protester  from  Michigan,  stated  "We  must  stop  the  buffalo  slaughter.  These 
buffalo  do  not  belong  to  the  Department  of  Livestock,  they  belong  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  The  buffalo  should  be  allowed  to  be  wild  and 


free."  Howells  was  cut  free  from  the  trailer,  and  charged  with 
obstruction,  a misdemeanor. 

Buffalo  Nations  believes  that  the  Department  of  Livestock  does  not  have  the 
right  to  capture  and  slaughter  our  last  wild  buffalo  herd.  Yellowstone's 
bison  are  not  livestock,  and  should  not  be  subjected  to  conditions  which 
are  alien  to  them.  The  DOL  has  no  right  to  bait  wildlife  into  leaving  the 
park.  Last  year,  buffalo  were  indiscriminately  shipped  to  slaughter  even 
though  the  tests  for  brucellosis  are  at  best  70%  effective.  This  resulted 
in  the  slaughter  of  bison  who  tested  positive  at  the  facility  but  tested 
negative  at  the  slaughterhouse. 

Buffalo  Nations  is  calling  for  the  concerned  citizens  of  the  United  States 
to  express  their  outrage  to  Montana's  governor,  Marc  Racicot  (email: 
mailto:momholt-mason@mt.gov.,  mailto:amalcolm@mt.gov),  over  the 
resumed  slaughter  of  this  nation's  heritage,  the  last  wild  buffalo. 
Unfortunately,  a Federal  Dudge  has  already  conceded  that  at  least  100  more 
can  be  killed  this  winter. 

++++++++++++++++++ 

Background  Information: 

+ Buffalo  Nations  is  appalled  at  the  Department  of  Livestock's  total 
disrespect  for  human  safety.  During  their  past  hazing  activities,  the  DOL 
sent  buffalo  running  down  a residential  road  where  people  were  standing  and 
children  were  walking  home  from  school.  In  another  incident  they  hazed 
bison  with  cracker-barrels  despite  the  resident's  insistence  that  no  bison 
be  shot  or  hazed  on  her  land. 

+ On  January  15,  Bryce  Smedley,  a Buffalo  Nations  volunteer,  was  confronted 
by  Mr.  Koelzer,  the  owner  of  the  land  where  the  DOL  capture  facility  is 
located.  Smedley  had  entered  the  property  to  protect  endangered  bison. 

Koelzer  drove  into  Smedley,  knocking  him  down  and  ran  over  his  foot. 

Smedley  sustained  minor  injuries.  "People  are  putting  their  lives  on  the 
line  every  day  to  save  these  buffalo.  I chose  to  trespass  to  protect  the 
buffalo  non-violently  and  was  met  with  violence,"  Smedley  said.  He  is 
pressing  assault  charges  against  Mr.  Koelzer  and  in  turn  will  face 
trespassing  charges. 

+ On  lanuary  18,  a 20  year-old  Buffalo  Nations  volunteer  from  Livingston 
reported  that  the  lug  nuts  on  one  of  her  rear  tires  had  been  loosened  while 
she  was  in  the  field.  Luckily  she  discovered  they  were  gone  before  a 
serious  accident  occurred.  Activists  are  concerned  about  their  safety  from 
those  opposing  their  efforts. 

+ Last  year,  nearly  1100  wild  buffalo  were  slaughtered  by  the  Montana's 
Dept,  of  Livestock  and  rangers  from  Yellowstone  National  Park.  These  wild 
buffalo  were  leaving  Yellowstone  National  Park  in  search  of  food  during  an 
extremely  cold  and  snowy  winter.  At  the  beginning  of  Winter  97-98,  there 
were  less  than  1000  wild  buffalo  left  in  the  lower  48. 

+ Buffalo  Nations  is  a coalition  of  Native  American  Traditionalist  and 
grassroot  activists  of  all  races  volunteering  to  save  the  last  wild  buffalo 
in  the  United  States. 

+ Michael  Mease,  Buffalo  Nations  co-founder  stated,  "Buffalo  Nations  has  a 
firm  commitment  to  save  the  buffalo  in  a non-violent  manner.  We  may 
trespass,  but  we  will  never  endanger  anyone's  life.  Our  job  is  to  keep  the 
buffalo  safe  from  the  one  agency  that  still  insists  on  killing  them.  Our 
campaign  follows  a code  of  non-violence.  Our  goal  is  to  protect  buffalo 
from  being  killed.  Until  buffalo  treated  like  all  other  wildlife  and  their 
fate  is  no  longer  controlled  by  the  Montana  DOL,  Buffalo  Nations  will  be 
here  to  protect  our  children's  heritage." 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
mailto: buffalo@wildrockies . org 
http: //www.wildrockies .org/buffalo 

"RE : Relocated  Bison  Again  in  Danger"  


Date:  Mon,  26  lan  1998  14:10:07  -0500 


From:  buffalo@wildrockies.org  (Buffalo  Nations) 

Sub j : Relocated  bison  again  in  danger 

UUCP  email 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  January  26,  1998 

Media  Contact:  Sue  Nackoney,  Michael  Mease,  (406)  646-0070 

Four  bison  held  in  a capture  facility  and  were  marked  with  orange 
paint  and  relocated  in  West  Yellowstone  on  Thursday,  January  22,  are  once 
again  at  risk  of  being  captured  and/or  killed  by  Montana's  Department  of 
Livestock  (DOL).  The  orange  marking  paint  had  worn  off  within  two  days  of 
their  release. 

These  bison  were  released  on  Horse  Butte,  an  area  where  hundreds 
of  bison  were  killed  last  year.  The  DOL  is  in  the  final  stages  of  approval 
for  building  another  capture  and  testing  facility  on  Horse  Butte. 

All  nine  buffalo  who  were  captured  on  January  22  were  males.  Five 
bison  were  shipped  to  slaughter.  Male  bison  are  considered  a low  risk  for 
transmission  of  brucellosis  by  the  Animal  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service 
(APHIS).  APHIS  has  stated  that  they  will  not  revoke  Montana's 
brucellosis-free  status  if  Montana  tolerates  the  presence  of  bull  bison  in 
the  state  up  to  60  days  prior  to  the  return  of  cattle. 

Yet  Montana's  DOL  still  insists  upon  testing  and  killing  the 
Yellowstone  buffalo. 

"The  only  way  brucellosis  can  be  transmitted  to  cattle  is  through  contact 
with  an  aborted  bison  fetus.  The  needless  slaughter  of  five  bull  buffalo 
hearkens  back  to  last  winter,  which  only  strengthens  Buffalo  Nations' 
commitment  to  prevent  this  tragedy  from  happening  again.  Buffalo  Nations 
will  defend  these  buffalo  until  an  acceptable  management  plan  is 
implemented  and  the  DOL  is  no  longer  involved  with  the  buffalo,"  stated 
Michael  Mease  co-founder  of  Buffalo  Nations. 

Last  year,  the  DOL  marked  and  released  bison  from  the  capture 
facilities  who  tested  negative  for  brucellosis.  Yet  many  marked  bison  were 
subsequently  shot  in  the  field.  Joanne  Stovall,  a resident  of  Horse  Butte, 
reports,  "I  saw  that  those  animals  who  had  been  marked  and  were  supposedly 
protected  were  killed  last  winter.  When  it  came  time  to  shoot  the  bison, 
they  killed  any  that  were  around  so  it  seems  like  it  was  futile  to  even 
test  them  in  the  first  place.  Afterwards  I saw  carcasses  with  the  DOL 
markings  that  were  supposed  to  protect  them." 

The  DOL  refused  to  release  any  information  about  the  tests,  even  to 
the  National  Park  Service.  A DOL  agent  was  quoted  saying,  " We  are  not 
giving  any  information  to  you  bleeding  heart  liberals"  addressing  a park 
service  ranger.  According  to  the  Bison  Interim  plan  the  park  service  and 
the  DOL  are  mandated  by  law  to  work  together.  The  Department  of  Livestock, 
alone,  has  no  right  to  determine  the  fate  of  our  last  wild  buffalo. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies.org 

"RE : Cherokee  Use  of  HUD  Funds"  

Date:  Thu,  22  Jan  1998  16:34:01  -0600 

From:  Summerfield/Marvin&Linda  <cwyob@mailhost .galstar . com> 

Sub j : Auditors  launch  probe  into  Cherokee  use  of  HUD  funds-Muskogee  Daily  Phoenix-By  Donna  Hales 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper,  THE 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER,  http : //www . cherokeeobserver . org 


The  following  article  was  published  1/22/98  in  the  Muskogee  Daily 

Phoenix. 

Copyright-Muskogee  Daily  Phoenix.  Reprinted  with  permission. 


Auditors  launch  probe  into  Cherokee  use  of  HUD  funds 
Councilor  expects  investigation  to  answer 
questions  about  tribe's  home  renovations 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

Federal  auditors  began  a probe  Wednesday  into  whether  the  Cherokee 
Nation  has  properly  spent  federal  funds  from  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development. 

U.S.  Sens.  Dim  Inhofe  and  Don  Nickles  and  U.S.  Rep.  Tom  Coburn,  all 
Oklahoma  Republicans,  requested  the  investigation.  Two  HUD  auditors  and 
their  supervisor,  the  assistant  district  inspector  general  for  audit,  are 
to  be  involved  in  the  investigation. 

"They  (tribal  accounting  officials)  are  pulling  the  documents  requested 
and  cooperating,"  said  Harold  DeMoss,  a tribal  councilor  who  attended  a 
Wednesday  afternoon  meeting  with  HUD  Senior  Auditor  Lon  Keister  at  the 
tribal  complex. 

Keister  told  tribal  officials  the  objective  of  the  investigation  is  to 
find  out  whether  the  tribe  has  withdrawn  HUD  grant  funds  according  to  its 
agreements  with  HUD. 

Auditors  will  determine  if  withdrawals  are  supported  by  expenditures  and 
if  expenditures  were  for  eligible  items  according  to  a document  provided 
to  DeMoss  and  others  at  the  meeting. 

The  probe  is  to  include  open  grants  administered  by  the  nation  and  at 
the  least  one  Cherokee  Housing  Authority  grant.  The  housing  authority  is 
a state  agency  located  in  Tahlequah  but  separate  from  the  tribe's 
community  development  HUD  projects. 

DeMoss  said  the  investigation  should  answer  questions  about  the  legality 
of  the  tribe's  community  development  program  spending  more  than  $22,500  in 
HUD  funds  to  renovate  the  home  of  a non-Indian.  Sammie  Hoskins,  the 
mother  of  tribal  Councilor  Chuck  Hoskins. 

Chuck  Hoskins  is  on  the  committee  that  oversees  community  development 
projects.  He  told  the  Phoenix  earlier  that  he  didn't  vote  on  whether  to 
continue  with  the  project  involving  his  mother's  home.  His  Indian  father 
died  before  the  work  on  his  home  began. 

He  said  he  believed  his  mother  was  entitled  to  the  help  because  she  was 
married  to  his  full-blood  Cherokee  father  "for  53  years  and  raised  three 
Indian  children." 

The  renovations  were  started  in  Danuary  1996,  after  his  father  died  in 
December  1995.  His  mother  is  living  with  him  and  has  never  returned  to 
the  home,  which  is  sitting  empty,  Hoskins  said  in  December  1997.  He  said 
his  mother  plans  to  move  into  the  home,  but  didn't  say  when. 

Bud  Squirrel,  director  of  community  development,  told  the  Phoenix 
earlier  this  month  that  HUD  was  not  notified  that  the  Indian  home  owner 
died  before  the  project  began. 

All  forms  sent  in  to  HUD  in  connection  with  the  renovation  project  were 
sent  in  the  dead  man's  name,  not  his  non-Indian  wife's  name.  Squirrel 
confirmed . 

He  said  application  for  the  HUD  renovation  funds  require  a Certificate 
Degree  of  Indian  Blood  card  and  number. 

Squirrel  said  in  December  that  one  other  non-Indian  widow  of  a Cherokee 
whose  house  was  slated  for  HUD  renovations  also  received  the  renovations 
after  her  husband  died.  He  said  this  month  that  forms  were  turned  in  as 
though  the  work  was  done  on  an  Indian  home. 

A former  acting  director  of  community  development,  Steve  Woodall,  said 
political  pressures  were  applied  to  move  people  ahead  on  lists  and  to 
spend  more  on  renovations  than  HUD  allowed. 

In  fiscal  year  1996,  the  over-runs  were  about  $250,000,  Woodall  said. 

Tribal  funds  were  used  to  make  up  the  difference.  But  there  was  no  vote 
of  the  council  to  use  those  tribal  funds,  he  said.  The  committee  of  which 
Hoskins  is  a member,  authorized  the  tribal  funds  be  used,  Woodall  said. 

There  was  more  spent  on  the  Hoskins  home  than  the  $20,000  maximum  HUD 
allowed,  Woodall  said. 


RE:  Police  Beat  Gustafsen  Activist 


Date:  Fri,  23  Han  1998  02:22:20  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Police  Beat  Gustafsen  Activist 

:S . I .S.I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
January  22,  1998  Bulletin 

FREE  THE  WOLVERINE  CAMPAIGN'S  NATIONAL  SPOKESPERSON  BRUTALIZED  BY  RCMP 

British  Columbia  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  (RCMP)  brutally  assaulted 
well  known  indigenous  activist  John  Splitting-the  Sky  Hill  late  Wednesday 
evening.  The  police  attack  occurred  as  Mr.  Hill  and  his  cousin  David  Hill 
were  returning  to  their  home  near  Mission  BC  from  Vancouver  about  11:30  PM. 

Police  approached  the  vehicle  on  the  pretext  of  a problem  with  one  of  the 
vehicle's  tail  lights  but  then  sought  to  arrest  the  men,  presumably  after 
ascertaining  the  identity  of  Mr.  Hill. 

"I  told  the  police  that  they  had  no  jurisdiction  and  the  next  thing  I knew 
they  were  beating  me.  One  policeman  pushed  my  face  into  the  roadway  with 
his  boot  on  the  back  of  my  neck,  while  another  one  was  kicking  me  in  the 
ribs,"  said  Hill,  who  was  handcuffed  at  the  time.  The  assault  continued 
during  transport  to  the  Surrey  RCMP  detachment  when  Hill  objected  to  the 
officers  actions  and  reiterated  his  position  that  the  police  were  without 
jurisdiction  on  "unceded  Indian  land."  At  this  point  an  officer 
pepper-sprayed  him  "from  two  to  three  feet,  my  eyes  were  wide  open.  I was 
blinded  for  about  3 hours  and  still  can't  breathe  properly,"  the  activist 
told  S.I.S.I.S. 

At  the  Surrey  detachment  Hill  was  separated  from  his  cousin,  "So  I 
couldn't  see  what  they  were  doing  to  him,"  said  Dave  Hill.  The  two  men  were 
later  released. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  the  attack  was  connected  to  my  work  as  an  activist 
and  my  role  as  national  spokesperson  for  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign," 
said  Mr.  Hill.  "I'm  in  a pretty  bad  state  - pretty  messed  up,"  he  told 
S.I.S.I.S.  in  a short  phone  conversation  from  his  home  where  he  is 
recovering.  Hill  will  be  examined  by  doctors  tomorrow  to  determine  the  full 
extent  of  his  injuries. 

"No  charges  were  laid  against  me,  absolutely  none,"  said  Splitting  the  Sky. 
"Every  dog  has  his  day  and  we're  going  to  make  it  well  worth  their  evening 
of  violence." 

After  being  examined  for  neck  or  head  injuries  and  a possible  concussion. 
Hill  said  he  will  determine  his  further  response  to  the  assault,  noting 
that  cut  brake  lines,  the  firebombing  of  vehicles,  and  police  harassment 
have  all  attended  participants  and  supporters  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  affair 
since  the  siege  itself  in  1995. 

Kootenay  elder  Bill  Lightbown,  spokesperson  for  the  Ts'peten  Defence 
Committee,  strongly  condemned  the  attack  and  noted,  "It  becomes  more  and 
more  obvious  that  the  RCMP  is  at  war  with  Aboriginal  people." 

The  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign  and  the  Ts'peten  Defence  Committee  were 
formed  in  response  to  the  massive  police  and  army  siege  of  indigenous 
traditionalists  at  the  sacred  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  Sundance  grounds  in 
the  summer  of  1995.  Both  have  worked  tirelessly  to  educate  the  public  about 
events  of  that  summer,  the  ensuing  trial,  and  the  underlying  issues  of 
indigenous  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction,  and  to  secure  the  freedom  of  those 
imprisoned  for  defending  that  sovereignty,  including  James  "OJ" 

Pitawanakwat  and  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine  (Jones  William  Ignace) . 


S.I.S.I.S.  condemns  this  latest  attack  upon  this  activist  and  reiterates 
the  demand  for  a full  and  comprehensive  inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the 
Gustafsen  matter. 

STOP  THE  BRUTALITY!  STOP  THE  GENOCIDE!  STOP  CANADIAN  COLONIALISM! 
Ts'peten  Defence  Committee,  Elder  Bill  Lightbown: 

Phone:  (604)  251-4949 

RCMP  Public  Complaints  Commission: 

Toll  free  phone:  1-800-665-6878 

Canadian  Prime  Minister  Jean  Chretien  (demand  a public  inquiry!) 

Room  309-S  Centre  Block,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  0A6  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211  Fax:  (613)  941-6900 


Faxing  by  email:  nemote-pninten.Dean_Chretien@16139416900.iddd.tpc.int 
Email:  pm@pm.gc.ca 

For  more  information  on  Gustafsen  Lake: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

- "RE:  Gustafsen  Mountie  Cited"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Dan  1998  01:43:29  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Gustafsen  Mountie  Cited  For  "Excessive  Force" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context. 

The  officer  referred  to  in  this  article,  Cpl.  Callander,  was 
an  ERT  member  of  the  paramilitary  operation  of  RCMP  and  the  Canadian 
Army  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  siege.  In  the  Gustafsen  trial,  the  judge  also 
ruled  - after  the  guilty  verdicts  had  already  been  delivered  - that  RCMP 
had  used  excessive  force  when  one  of  their  snipers  shot  long-distance  at  an 
unarmed  person  in  a "no-shoot  zone"  on  Sept.  12,  1995.  Flowever,  he  found 
that  police  use  of  airplanes,  helicopters,  armoured  personnel  carriers,  a 
land  mine,  M16  and  C7  assault  rifles,  .50  calibre  machine  guns  and  77,000 
rounds  of  ammunition  was  not  excessive.  Note  that  unlike  the  defendant 
described  in  this  article,  none  of  the  defendants  in  the  Gustafsen  case 
obtained  discharges  on  the  basis  of  excessive  force.] 

MOUNTIE  CITED  FOR  ACTIONS 
Globe  and  Mail,  Dan.  10,  1998 

A Provincial  Court  judge  in  Williams  Lake  dismissed  an  assault  charge 
against  a prisoner  yesterday,  saying  an  RCMP  officer  used  excessive  force 
against  the  man.  The  incident  occurred  Monday  when  Cpl.  Mel  Callander  was 
escorting  Malcolm  Stewart  Miller  to  a cell.  Mr.  Miller  refused  to  go  in 
and  there  was  an  altercation  in  which  the  officer  was  spat  at,  the 
prisoner  was  forced  inside  and  his  entire  cell  was  pepper-sprayed . Dudge 
Dacob  de  Villiers  said  Cpl.  Callander  acted  unprofessionally  and  not  in 
accordance  with  the  high  standards  of  the  RCMP.  Mr.  Miller  was  given  an 
absolute  discharge. 


Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail:  letters@GlobeAndMail . ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

— "RE:  Congreso  Nacional  Indi'gena  Report"  — 

Date:  Thu,  22  Dan  1998  19:30:53  -1000 
From:  netwarriors@hookele.com 

Sub j : CONGRESO  NACIONAL  INDIGENA  - MAXIMUM  ALERT 


NETWARRIORS  REPORT 


22  January  1998 


TO:  Netwarriors  Network  (ENGLISH) 

RE:  Congreso  Nacional  Indi'gena  Reporting 

NATIONAL  CONGRESS  OF  INDIGENOUS 

Sisters,  Brothers  our  Friends  and  Supporters:  The  Congreso  Nacional 
Indigena  has  provided  the  following  report  which  we  now  have  translated 
into  english.  NCDM  will  also  be  announcing  official  global  actions  very 
soon . 

I have  been  asked  by  many  of  you  to  provide  a form  letter  that  can  be  used 
on  this  situation.  We  will  contact  Congreso  Nacional  Indigena  to  assist  us 
with  one  for  your  use. 

Besides  the  new  Chiapas' 98  network  forming  (let  me  know  if  you  want  copy) 
there  is  another  cyber  action  organizing  which  is  impressive.  They  have 
selected  five  financial  institutions  in  Mexico  which  they  will  occupy 
through  an  online  sit-in  on  the  29th.  Request  copy  if  you  would  like  more 
info.  We  will  be  monitoring  this  action  to  explore  the  ramification 
potential . 

The  following  report  from  CNI  is  articulate  and  speaks  to: 
self-determination,  collective  rights,  indigenous  media  rights,  new 
expressions  of  autonomy  etc  and  more  insight  on  the  situation  with  a call 
for  increase,  alert  and  continuation  of  solidarity  & organizational  efforts. 
Ku' E (resist)  ~k 
Content:  2 of  2 Reports 

(2)  Jornada  Nacional  e Internacional 
de  Lucha  y Movilizacio ' n en 
Alerta  Ma'xima 
— begin  NCI  report  II  — 

National  and  International  Journey  of  Struggle  and  Mobilization  in  Maximum 
Alert 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

National  Congress  of  Indigenous  Peoples 
Extended  Continuation  Committee 
January  11,  1998 

National  and  International  Journey  of  Struggle  and  Mobilization  in 
Maximum  Alert 

Mexico  is  currently  living  a war. 

Indigenous  peoples  and  member  organizations  of  the  National  Congress 
of  Indigenous  Peoples,  declare  that  the  only  way  to  make  progress  in 
building  a true  and  lasting  peace  and  dignity,  is  by  respecting  the 
process  of  dialogue  and  negotiation  within  the  existing  legal  framework, 
with  the  goal  of  reestablishing  the  'State  of  Rights'  in  our  country. 

We  declare  that  the  present  Law  of  Concordance  and  Pacification, 
promulgated  by  the  Union  Congress  on  March  11,  1995,  must  not  be 
disputed.  Thanks  to  this  Law  under  mandatory  observance  by  the  Federal 
Government  and  all  Mexicans  in  general,  it  was  possible  to  open  spaces 
for  dialogue  and  negotiation.  This  law  defines  the  legal  framework  of 
the  EZLN  and  the  objective  of  the  process  of  dialogue  between  the 
government  and  the  EZLN:  Resolve  the  original  causes  of  the  uprising  and 
to  facilitate  the  consolidation  of  a true  and  lasting  peace  and  dignity 
for  all  Mexicans.  Based  on  the  March  11,  1995  Law,  the  Federal 
government  is  obliged  to  respect  the  members  of  the  EZLN,  as  persons,  as 
well  as  their  properties,  and  not  victimize  them  in  any  form  during  the 
process  of  negotiation. 

In  this  context  and  with  this  legal  foundation,  the  San  Andres  Accords 
were  signed  on  February  16,  1996.  These  accords  are  the  result  of  a 
wider  national  process  for  democratic  transformation.  They  include  all 
indigenous  peoples  and  diverse  sectors  of  the  country.  As  a way  to 
complete  these  accords.  President  Zedillo  must  withdraw  his  proposal  to 
obstruct  Constitutional  Reform.  Zedillo's  action  has  only  provoked  the 
social  fragmentation  and  isolation  in  which  many  Mexican  people  live 
today.  The  Union  Congress  must  also  receive  the  proposal-initiative  to 
reform  the  constitution  in  matters  pertaining  to  indigenous  rights  and 
cultures  (in  its  original  version  introduced  on  November  29,  1996),  and 


implement  such  reforms  without  altering  the  spirit  of  the  San  Andres 
Accords . 

The  San  Andres  Accords  and  the  proposal  for  Constitutional  Reform 
elaborated  by  COCOPA,  take  into  consideration  the  creation  of  a legal 
framework  to  establish  a new  relationship  between  the  Indigenous 
Peoples,  the  Mexican  State,  and  the  national  society.  These  efforts  will 
help  us  accomplish  a true  and  lasting  democratic  transformation  in  the 
country.  They  also  recognize  the  Collective  Rights  of  Peoples  and 
Communities  that  have  given  form  and  substance  to  the  nation  as  a whole 
throughout  history.  Therefore,  it  is  imperative  to  send  a wide  and  open 
call  for  the  participation  of  all  sectors  of  society.  We  must  all 
understand  the  transcendence  of  ethnocidal  policies  by  resolving 
peacefully  (within  the  legal  framework)  the  conflict  one  day.  Throughout 
history,  governors  have  used  ethnocidal  policies  against  our  peoples. 

We  must  block  the  roads  to  the  institutional  and  paramilitary  escalation 
of  violence.  The  worst  manifestation  of  the  violence  is  against  the 
poorest  of  the  poor  in  the  country.  In  Chiapas  as  in  other  places  of 
Mexico,  the  most  reactionary  sectors  follow  the  same  strategies  of 
counterinsurgency  exercised  by  the  Federal  Army  and  paramilitary  bands. 

The  government  of  Ernesto  Zedillo  practices  a double  standard  that  we 
must  all  denounce.  As  the  maximum  chief  of  the  arm  forces,  he  has  the 
responsibility  to  stop  militarization  and  to  stop  the  harassment  of 
indigenous  peoples  and  organizations  around  the  country,  like  the  recent 
incidents  at  Acteal  Chenalho,  Chiapas.  The  discourse  of  assistantship 
utilized  by  the  government  to  mask  the  massive  presence  of  soldiers  in 
Chiapas,  in  fact  has  provoked  actions  by  "white  guards"  groups  in  power 
that  with  impunity  make  use  of  paramilitaries  to  stop  the  peaceful 
transition  to  democracy  in  our  country.  The  vicious  cycle  of  extreme 
poverty  amongst  indigenous  communities,  their  social  fragmentation  and 
isolation,  the  obstruction  of  their  wishes,  and  the  arms  supply  to  the 
regions  in  conflict  all  encourages  confrontations  between  indigenous 
peoples;  they  are  crowned,  ironically,  with  accusations  against  the 
victims  in  the  killings,  or  against  those  who  take  refuge  in  the 
mountains.  We  must  not  allow  the  continuing  imposition  of  this  same 
strategy  in  Chiapas  nor  anywhere  else. 

In  this  context,  the  international  community  has  a fundamental  role.  The 
ethnocide  and  ecocide  against  indigenous  peoples,  have  encouraged  crimes 
against  humanity  that  must  be  disavowed  by  governments,  international 
agencies,  and  all  the  peoples  of  the  world.  It  is  most  important  to  send 
a call  to  the  international  community:  to  remain  vigilant  to  the  actions 
of  the  federal  government,  and  to  denounce  such  actions  whenever  it  is 
necessary  by  utilizing  the  media  at  hand,  and  thus  helping  to  forge  a 
peaceful  transition  to  democracy  in  Mexico. 

- Indigenous  peoples  autonomy  in  the  framework  of  the  Mexican  Nation-State. 

The  autonomy  of  indigenous  peoples  is  not  an  obstacle  for  building  a 

better  nation  for  all  Mexican  people.  A society  that  is  in  violent 
confrontation  like  Mexico,  with  severe  delays  in  social  justice,  can  not 
provide  a fertile  ground  for  concord  and  peace.  Indigenous  autonomy  must 
be  understood  as  an  instrument  of  reconciliation  and  plurality,  one  that 
acknowledges  the  diversity  and  collective  rights  of  our  peoples,  such  as 
Covenant  169  of  the  ILO  adopted  by  our  country. 

Evidently,  we  can  not  achieve  autonomy  with  the  level  of  poverty  and 
injustice  found  in  many  sectors  of  society.  For  these  reasons,  it  is 
necessary  to  create  a real  change  in  the  economic  neoliberal  model, 
considering  that  our  people  suffer  and  continuously  pay  the  cost  and  risks 
of  the  power  of  money. 

Autonomy  is  also  inscribed  in  the  new  relation  between  indigenous 
peoples,  the  State,  and  the  national  society.  It  is  an  angular  rock  for  the 
construction  of  a new  national  project,  a truly  democratic  country  that  a 
great  number  of  Mexicans  are  presently  demanding.  Autonomy  is  a universal 
value  of  indigenous  peoples,  and  not  a private  one.  It  is  necessary  to 
explore  new  expressions  of  autonomy  for  the  multiple  communities  and 
collective  groups  integrating  our  nation. 

- Mobilization  as  a fundamental  instrument. 

The  mobilization  of  indigenous  peoples  and  organizations  represents  a 


deadbolt  to  the  actions  of  the  government  and  to  the  powerful  groups 
represented  and  protected  by  the  Mexican  government.  We  must  stop  the 
escalation  of  violence  in  all  indigenous  communities  of  Mexico,  stop  the 
kidnappings,  unjust  imprisonments,  and  impunity,  by  articulating  indigenous 
struggles  and  resistance.  We  must  do  it  by  building  unity  in  each  of  the 
constituencies,  and  by  opening  new  spaces  for  action.  Unity  is  fundamental 
in  order  to  create  a democratic  transformation  for  profound  changes  in  the 
country.  We  must  reject  the  continuation  of  the  system  of  "cacicazgos" 
(corrupt  landownership) , impunities,  intolerance,  racism  and 
discrimination,  and  thus  help  liberate  our  indigenous  political  prisoners. 
Such  government  policies  are  aimed  to  exterminate  indigenous  peoples  and 
are  the  same  indigenista  policies  embraced  by  the  government  in  turn. 

- Criteria  for  a united  mobilization 

Indigenous  peoples  and  organizations  that  form  part  of  the  National 
Congress  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  must  take,  internally,  coordinated  actions 
with  the  civil  society  and  international  constituencies  in  order  to  achieve 
their  objectives. 

Each  action  must  include  appropriate  media-coverage  to  give  power  to  the 
results . 

We  must  promote  the  creation  of  indigenous  channels  of  communication  and 
provisions,  in  accordance  with  the  proposals  elaborated  by  the  Working 
Group  of  Economic  Development,  Social  Welfare,  and  in  tune  with  the 
teachings  of  our  Mother  Earth. 

All  initiatives  must  articulate  local  and  specific  demands,  with  the  main 
goal  of  completing  the  San  Andres  Accords.  If  there  are  any  difficulties 
and/or  confrontations  in  our  communities,  it  will  be  because  indigenous 
peoples  rights  are  still  not  recognized  in  the  framework  of  the 
Constitution . 

- Call 

The  extended  Continuation  Committee  of  the  National  Congress  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  makes  a call  to  all  indigenous  peoples  and  organizations,  to  remain 
in : 

Maximum  Alert  for  Civil  Indigenous  Emergency 
Therefore,  we  declare  ourselves  in  permanent  session  to: 

* stop  the  war  of  extermination  against  indigenous  peoples, 

* stop  the  increasing  militarization  in  all  regions  of  the  country, 

* stop  the  effects  of  war  amongst  the  most  unprotected  indigenous 
populations . 

* confront  police  and  violence  by  the  government. 

The  mobilization  of  our  peoples  and  organizations  must  be  construed  as  a 
permanent  stand  for  action,  allowing  us  to  confront  the  complex  violent 
nexus  that  affects  us  all,  as  well  as  building  wider  perspectives  of  the 
indigenous  movement,  and  in  favor  of  the  process  for  national 
democratization . 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  we  must  reinforce  communication  channels, 
based  in  unity,  tolerance,  plurality,  and  respect  to  the  diversity  of  our 
own  organizations. 

We  must  promote  a wide  campaign  to  broadcast  to  our  communities,  and  to 
all  sectors  of  the  national  and  international  society.  It  is  particularly 
important  to  consolidate  bridges  of  collaboration  and  understanding  with 
other  indigenous  peoples,  institutions,  and  international  organizations  to 
put  international  law  into  effect. 

We  must  consolidate  strong  alliances  with  social,  political,  and  productive 
organizations,  and  with  democratic  governments,  as  a mechanism  to  build 
better  alternatives  for  struggle  and  solutions  to  the  complex  situation 
that  we  are  facing. 

- NATIONAL  AND  INTERNATIONAL  10URNEY  OF  STRUGGLE 

May  all  people  rise  up,  may  all  unite,  let  there  be  no  one  among  us  behind 
the  rest.  Maya  Prophecy  from  the  Pop  Wuj  or  Book  of  Councils. 

- EACH  OF  THESE  MOBILIZATIONS  WILL  BE  COORDINATED  WITH  A COMMITTEE, 
lanuary  12-25:  Distribute  information  and  the  Accords  to  communities  and 
organizations . 

lanuary  18:  Women's  meeting  in  Mexico  City. 

lanuary  25:  Simultaneous  indigenous  press  conferences  everywhere, 
lanuary  31:  Evaluation  meeting  in  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas.  Possible 


place  of  meeting:  Oventic.  To  confirm  in  agreement  with  the  conditions. 
February  5: 

5.1  Local  mobilizations  to  strengthen  local  action,  with  national 
coordination . 

5.2  Establish  an  Indigenous  Camp  in  in  the  UN  site  in  Mexico  City. 

5.3  International  indigenous  tour  and  transferring  of  indigenous 
contingencies  to  particular  embassies.  (European  Community,  Parliaments  and 
members,  NGOs  working  for  Human  Rights,  International  Tribunals  of  HAYA, 
among  others) . 

1.  Broadcasting  and  information. 

2.  Establishing  the  foundation  for  a new  relationship  between  Indigenous 
peoples  and  the  international  community.  Lastly,  combine  actions  and 
network. 

February  15: 

Public  forums  (community  and  urban).  February  16  anniversary  of  the  San 
Andres  Accords. 

February  24: 

Marches  and  sit-ins  (in  public  buildings)  in  the  capital  cities. 

March  1:  Beginning  of  the  indigenous  national  walk  that  will  end  on 
April  10:  date  of  the  Second  National  Congress  of  Indigenous  Peoples. 

March  8: 

Women's  caravan. 

April  10: 

Second  Congress  of  Indigenous  Peoples. 

NetWarriors  Translation  provided 
by  Manuel  Aparicio 

Dedication  to  Solidarity  ><  Calling  for  World  Action 
>>>>>>>>>>>  NetWarriors  <<<<<<<<<<< 

Peace  without  Truth  is  Genocide 
Una  Paz  sin  la  Verdad  es  Genocidio 
La  paix  sans  la  verite  est  Genocide 
>>>>>><<<<<<< 

http: //hookele. com/netwarriors 

— "RE:  Gwich'in  Words"  

Date:  3:47  PM  Han  21,  1998 

From:  Earle  Cummings  <earlec@water.ca.gov> 

Sub j : Gwich'in  Words 

Newsgroup:  igc . list . indknow 

Gwich'in  Renewable  Resource  Board  has  recently  published  a book  entitled 
"Gwich'in  Words  about  the  Land"  (212  pages,  maps  and  illustrations).  The 
book  documents  Gwich'in  traditional  knowledge  about  several  wildlife 
species  important  for  the  people's  subsistence. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  book  and  to  order  a copy  please  contact  the 
Gwich'in  Renewable  Resource  Board  directly  at: 
e-mail:  grrb@inuvik.net 
tel:  (867)  777-3429 

fax:  (867)  777-4260 

INTRODUCTION 

Indigenous  peoples  of  the  world  have  lived  in  close  contact  with  Nature 
for  thousands  of  years.  Through  continuous  interaction  with  the  Land,  they 
have  developed  an  enormous  body  of  knowledge  about  their  environment. 
Spiritual  and  ethical  values  have  been  woven  into  this  knowledge,  creating 
a system  that  has  guided  the  people  and  helped  them  to  survive.  "Western" 
society  has  only  recently  begun  to  acknowledge  the  validity  of  traditional 
ecological  knowledge,  and  its  crucial  role  in  maintaining  the  world's 
biological  and  cultural  diversity. 

The  Gwich'in  Nation  is  one  of  the  world's  few  remaining  indigenous 
groups  that  still  depend  on  the  environment  for  their  livelihood,  much  as 
their  ancestors  have  done  for  centuries.  Several  groups  of  Gwich'in 
inhabit  Arctic  and  sub-Arctic  North  America,  from  the  Mackenzie  River 
Valley  in  Canada's  Northwest  Territories  (N.W.T.)  in  the  east,  through  the 


Yukon,  and  into  Alaska,  USA  in  the  west.  The  Gwich'in  have  lived  in  close 
relationship  with  the  Land  for  a long  time.  This  relationship  has  been 
kept  alive  through  the  continuous  flow  of  their  traditional  knowledge  from 
generation  to  generation.  With  changing  lifestyles  in  the  last  half  a 
century,  however,  opportunities  for  the  traditional  oral  and  on-the-land 
ways  of  teaching  and  learning  began  to  disappear. 

With  the  settlement  of  their  Land  Claim  Agreement  in  1992,  the  Gwich'in 
of  the  N.W.T.  were  guaranteed  land  access  and  special  privileges  to  follow 
their  traditional  way  of  life.  In  the  objectives  of  their  Land  Claim 
Agreement,  the  Gwichin  identified  the  need  to  preserve  and  use  traditional 
knowledge.  At  the  Gwich'in  Renewable  Resources  Workshop,  in  February  1994, 
the  participants  stated  that  the  spiritual  values  of  the  Land  should  be 
respected  and  the  traditional  knowledge  must  be  passed  on  to  future 
generations.  The  people  emphasized  that,  in  order  not  to  lose  this 
precious  knowledge,  it  is  important  to  find  new  ways  of  teaching  younger 
generations  about  traditional  knowledge. 

This  book  is  one  attempt  to  pass  local  Gwich'in  knowledge  to  the  future 
generations.  It  is  the  result  of  the  Gwich'in  Environmental  Knowledge 
Project  (GEKP),  an  initiative  of  the  Gwich'in  Renewable  Resource  Board 
(GRRB)  to  document  local  traditional  ecological  knowledge,  that  began  in 
the  summer  of  1995.  This  book  allows  resource  managers  in  the  Gwich'in 
Settlement  Area  (GSA)  to  learn  about  the  world  view  of  the  Gwich'in  whose 
lives  and  knowledge  have  been  inseparable  from  the  Land.  It  is  important 
and  necessary  to  understand  and  appreciate  this  world  view,  if 
co-management  of  natural  resources  in  the  GSA  is  to  succeed.  In  addition, 
because  the  available  scientific  data  on  fish  and  wildlife  resources  in  the 
GSA  is  scarce,  some  information  gaps  may  be  bridged  by  using  the  knowledge 
of  local  hunters,  trappers  and  fishermen. 

The  following  pages  are  based  entirely  on  the  interviews  conducted 
during  the  first  year  of  the  GEKP,  and  on  archival  and  literature  material 
reviewed  by  GEKP  staff.  From  all  these  sources,  only  Gwich'in  knowledge, 
rooted  in  oral  traditions  and  not  in  "western"  science,  was  used.  Although 
portions  of  the  Gwich'in  traditional  ecological  knowledge  have  vanished 
during  the  last  century,  this  book  still  merely  scratches  the  surface  of 
the  traditional  knowledge  the  people  have  today.  Many  questions  remain 
unanswered  and  many  more  have  yet  to  be  asked.  The  GEKP  does  not  end  with 
the  publication  of  this  book.  It  lays  a foundation  for  future  projects  and 
research  in  traditional  ecological  knowledge  of  the  Gwich'in.  Already,  the 
GRRB,  with  the  help  of  academia,  is  attempting  to  devise  new  ways  of  making 
documented  traditional  ecological  knowledge  more  accessible  to  the  local 
and  scientific  communities. 

"Its  not  what  you  don't  know  that  hurts  you.  Its  what  you're  damned  sure  of 

and  wrong  about."  Mark  Twain 

Earle  W.  Cummings,  Wetlands  Coordination 

California  Department  of  Water  Resources 

3251  S Street,  Sacramento  CA  95816 

Voice  (916)227-7519 

Fax  (916)227-7554 

"RE : Cherokee  Position  Paper  on  Moccasin  Bend"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Ian  1998  18:46:02  +0000 
From:  tom  kunesh  <tpkunesh@chattanooga . net> 

Sub j : Cherokee  Position  Paper  on  Moccasin  Bend 

Mailing  List:  NAT-REL  <nat- rel@usa . net > 

delivered  14  january  1998  by  Flarley  Grant,  Commissioner  (for  eastern 
TIM),  TIM  Indian  Affairs  Commission,  to  the  National  Park  Service 
Planning  Team  holding  initial  meetings  with  stakeholders  re.  creation 
of  Moccasin  Bend  National  Park,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee 


Ian  12  98 


CHEROKEE  POSITION  PAPER 


MOCCASIN  BEND 

The  Cherokee  Nation  in  Oklahoma  wants  the  Moccasin  Bend  archaeological 
site  be  preserved  in  its  original  condition.  We  must  protect  it  from 
future  erosion  and  looting  of  the  grave  sites.  Our  NAGPRA  policies, 
in  coordination  with  the  InterTribal  Council  of  the  Five  Civilized 
Tribes,  mandate  our  continual  oversight  of  those  places  in  which  we 
have  buried  our  people  in  sacred  ceremonies. 

We  say  this  with  the  full  knowledge  that  they  forcefully  removed  us 
from  the  southeastern  United  States  in  the  infamous  Trail  of  Tears. 

That  removal,  however,  does  not  absolve  us,  or  the  current  inhabitants 
of  that  region,  from  having  the  same  sacred  trust  responsibility  to 
these  people.  There  is  no  valid  reason  to  take  any  other  stance  on  the 
issue . 

We  firmly  agree  with  the  Eastern  Band  that  we  must  preserve  the  site. 
Our  understanding  is  that  the  National  Park  Service  has  an  initiative 
to  add  the  property  to  their  inventory.  The  Eastern  Band  goes  on  to 
add  that  this  event  should  ensure  protection  from  natural  and  man  made 
intrusion,  destruction  and  looting  of  the  grave.  They  conclude  with 
the  position  that  should  the  National  Park  Service  abandon  the 
property,  it  would  transfer  to  the  Eastern  Band. 

Lacking  a federal  interest,  they  propose  a state-tribal  agreement 
similar  to  that  at  Red  Clay  [State  Park]. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  in  Oklahoma  would  amend  this  on  a couple  of 
points.  First,  we  [have]  definitive  plans  to  be  more  active  in  all 
consultation  and  preservation  activities  that  affect  our  aboriginal 
territory.  Therefore,  we  propose  inclusion  in  transfer  of  property,  to 
either  the  federal,  state  or  tribal  ownership.  If  the  National  park 
Service  is  unable  to  be  an  active  partner,  we  propose  a transfer  to 
the  Department  of  Interior,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  trust  for  the 
Eastern  Band  and  the  Cherokee  Nation  in  Oklahoma. 


[unsigned] 

[Red  Clay  State  Park  is  located  approximately  30  miles  east  of 
Chattanooga  and  was  the  last  meeting  place  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  council  prior  to  Removal.] 

Grant,  as  TN  Indian  Affairs  Commissioner,  also  stated  that  the  planned 
Native  American  "Cultural  Fleritage  Center"/Museum  should  be  located 
-within-  the  MB  National  Park  property,  the  current  proposal  by  local 
"Friends  of  Moccasin  Bend  National  Park"  is  to  "develop  a 
public-private  partnership  for  a Cultural  Fleritage  Center  adjacent  to 
Moccasin  Bend.  The  center  will  serve  as  a model  for  Native  American 
participation  at  all  levels  and  will  trace  the  history  of  Moccasin 
Bend  over  12,000  years." 

Walk  in  Peace, 

Steve  Miller 

abenaki@usa . net 

Abenaki  NA  Flome  Page 

http://abenaki.home.ml.org 

http://www.mill . net/slmiller/abenaki 


NA-REL  Mailing  List 

Native  Aboriginal  Religious  and  Spirituality  discussion 

"RE : Impact  on  Flumboldt  River"  

Date:  Sat,  24  Ian  1998  03:00:18  -0500 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Notice  of  Intent;  Nevada,  Impact  on  Flumboldt  River 
UUCP  email 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
[NV- 010 -1990 -09] 

Notice  of  Intent;  Nevada 


AGENCY:  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Interior. 

ACTION:  Notice  of  intent  to  prepare  a supplemental  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  for  the  Barrick  Goldstrike  Mines  Inc.  Betze  Project  in  the 
Elko  and  Eureka  Counties,  Nevada. 


SUMMARY:  On  August  31,  1994  pursuant  to  Section  102(2) (c)  of  the 
National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969,  as  amended,  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management,  Elko  Field  Office  published  a Notice  of  Intent  to 
prepare  a supplemental  environmental  impact  statement  (EIS)  with 
respect  to  Barrick  Goldstrike  Mines  Inc.'s  (Barrick)  Betze  Project.  At 
that  time,  the  Bureau  had  determined  the  need  to  prepare  the 
Supplemental  EIS  to  assess  the  environmental  impacts  of  the  pumping  and 
water  management  operations  associated  with  Barrick's  mining 
operations.  Since  the  Notice  of  Intent  was  published,  Barrick  has  begun 
discharging  water  produced  by  groundwater  pumping  operations  to  the 
Humboldt  River  under  a permit  from  the  Nevada  Division  of  Environmental 
Protection.  In  addition,  Barrick  and  Elko  Land  and  Livestock  Company 
(ELLCO)  submitted  an  application  to  amend  an  existing  water  pipeline 
right-of-way  from  40  feet  to  80  feet  in  width  to  accommodate 
installation  of  approximately  4,000  linear  feet  of  buried  48-inch  steel 
pipeline.  The  additional  pipeline  would  be  used  to  increase  the 
operational  efficiency  of  discharging  water  to  either  the  Humboldt 
River  or  to  irrigation  and  infiltration.  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
is  publishing  this  supplemental  Notice  of  Intent  to  advise  the  public 
of  the  application  to  amend  the  right-of-way  and  to  seek  any 
[[Page  3345]] 

additional  comments  or  concerns  to  be  addressed  in  preparation  of  the 
Supplemental  EIS. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Scoping  comments  may  be  sent  to: 
District  Manager,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  3900  E.  Idaho  St.,  Elko, 

NV  89801.  ATTN:  Supplemental  Betze  EIS  Coordinator.  For  additional 
information,  write  to  the  above  address  or  call  Nick  Rieger  at  (702) 
753-0200. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  In  response  to  a Plan  of  Operations 
submitted  in  April  1989,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Elko  Field 
Office  prepared  an  environmental  impact  statement  (EIS)  with  respect  to 
Barrick's  Betze  Project.  The  Final  EIS  and  Record  of  Decision  for  the 
Betze  Project  were  issued  on  Dune  10,  1991.  The  Final  EIS  included  a 
description  of  the  environmental  impacts  projected  to  result  from 
groundwater  pumping  conducted  by  Barrick  to  lower  the  local  groundwater 
elevations  below  the  proposed  Betze  mining  operations.  Since  the  Betze 
EIS  was  issued,  Barrick's  implementation  of  the  pumping  operations  and 
its  monitoring  of  groundwater  elevations  have  provided  new  information 
regarding  the  pumping  requirements  and  potential  environmental  impacts 
of  pumping  operations.  This  new  information  indicates  that  the  highly 
transmissive  area  from  which  the  groundwater  is  to  be  pumped  is  more 
extensive  than  projected  at  the  time  the  Betze  EIS  was  prepared.  As  a 
result,  Barrick  has  been  pumping  groundwater  at  higher  rates  than 
projected  in  the  Betze  EIS,  and  a greater  volume  of  water  has  been 
produced.  In  addition  to  delivering  water  to  a local  rancher  for 
irrigation  uses  as  described  in  the  Betze  EIS,  Barrick  has  implemented 
reinjection  and  infiltration  programs  to  return  more  water  to  the 
groundwater  system,  and  has  obtained  approval  to  discharge  water  to  the 
Humboldt  River  from  the  state  of  Nevada.  Barrick  and  ELLCO  are  now 
proposing  to  install  approximately  4,000  linear  feet  of  buried  48-inch 
steel  pipeline  next  to  an  existing  pipeline  they  are  using  to  discharge 
water  to  improve  operational  flexibility  of  the  existing  Boulder  Valley 
water  management  system.  The  second  pipeline  would  allow  Barrick  to  by- 
pass a water  treatment  plant  when  the  water  is  discharged  for 
irrigation  and  infiltration. 

In  the  Notice  of  Intent  published  on  August  31,  1994,  the  Bureau 
proposed  preparation  of  a supplement  to  the  Betze  EIS  that  would 
describe  the  new  information  gathered  since  the  Betze  EIS  was  prepared 
and  would  describe  any  changes  in  the  projected  environmental  impacts 
as  a result  of  the  new  information.  In  addition,  the  Bureau  stated  that 


the  supplemental  EIS  would  assess  the  cumulative  impacts  of  groundwater 
pumping  to  lower  elevations  and  for  longer  periods  of  time  than  is 
associated  with  mining  of  other  deposits  situated  on  lands  within  the 
area  in  which  groundwater  levels  are  being  lowered.  By  this  notice,  the 
Bureau  is  proposing  to  expand  the  original  scope  to  evaluate  the 
environmental  impacts  of  installing  the  proposed  pipeline  and  to 
determine  whether  there  may  be  any  adverse  environmental  impacts  that 
were  not  specifically  identified  in  the  Betze  EIS  that  may  be  mitigated 
under  the  terms  of  the  Betze  Record  of  Decision. 

In  response  to  the  initial  Notice  of  Intent  and  a Dear  Interested 
Party  letter  dated  September  2,  1994,  the  Bureau  received  eleven 
written  and  nine  oral  comments.  Based  on  these  comments  and  the  BLM's 
internal  review,  five  issues  of  concern  were  identified  and  are 
currently  the  focus  of  the  supplemental  EIS: 

Potential  impacts  to  surface  and  ground  water  resources,  including 
the  Humboldt  River; 

Potential  impacts  to  livestock  operations; 

Potential  impacts  to  threatened  and  endangered  species; 

Potential  impacts  to  riparian  and  wetland  vegetation;  and 
Potential  impacts  to  wildlife  and  fisheries  resources. 

Through  this  supplemental  Notice,  the  Bureau  is  soliciting  any 
additional  comments  on  the  scope  of  the  supplemental  EIS  to  assist  the 
Bureau  in  identifying  and  considering  additional  issues  and  concerns  to 
be  analyzed  in  the  supplemental  EIS.  Comments  submitted  in  response  to 
this  supplemental  Notice  of  Intent  should  be  directed  to  the  attention 
of  Nick  Rieger,  Project  Manager  at  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Elko 
Field  Office,  3900  East  Idaho  Street,  Elko,  Nevada  89801.  Comments  must 
be  received  by  the  close  of  business  on  February  16,  1998. 

Dated:  January  7,  1998. 

Helen  Hankins, 

District  Manager. 

[FR  Doc.  98-1517  Filed  1-21-98;  8:45  am] 

BILLING  CODE  4310-HC-P 

- — "RE:  Nuking  the  Navajos"  

Date:  Thu,  22  Jan  1998  12:31:52  -0700 
From:  Rebecca  Lord  <mosa@RAPIDNET.COM> 

Sub j : Fwd:  Nuking  the  Navajos 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Reprinted  with  permission: 

Reply-To:  sds@cutter.sincom.com 

To:  sovernet  <sovernet-l@speakeasy .org> 

Subject:  Nuking  the  Navajos 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Please  post  this  article  from  On  Indian  Land  Newspaper  so  that  the 
nuking  can  be  stopped. 

NUKING  THE  NAVAJOS 
by  Marsha  Shaiman 

"I  hereby  issue  this  Executive  Order  to  reiterate  and  formally 
recognize  that  a moratorium  is  placed  on  uranium  mining  activity  until 
such  a time  that  the  Navajo  people  can  be  assured  that  all  safety  and 
health  hazards  related  to  such  activity  can  be  addressed  and  solved." 
-Excerpt  from  the  1992 
-Executive  Order  issued 
-by  former  Navajo  Nation 
-President  Peterson  Zah 

Despite  the  existing  Navajo  Nation  moratorium  on  uranium  mining  on 
Navajo  lands, the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  (NRC)  in  March  1997 
issued  a Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (FEIS)  on  proposed  uranium 
mining  and  processing  by  Hydro  Resources,  Inc.  (HRI)  in  Navajo  Country 
in  northwestern  New  Mexico.  HRI  intends  to  produce  and  market  fuel  for 
nuclear  power  plants. 


Claiming  any  project  impacts  can  be  mitigated,  the  NRC  recommended  that 
HRI  be  allowed  to  build  and  operate  three  uranium  solution  mines  and  a 
uranium  processing  plant  near  the  Navajo  communities  of  Church  Rock  and 
Crownpoint.  Although  uranium  mining  has  never  occurred  in  the  town  of 
Crownpoint,  previous  uranium  mining  and  milling  in  the  Church  Rock  area 
had  devastating  effects  on  water  resources,  land  and  many  local  people. 

On  December  4,  the  NRC  issued  a required  Safety  Evaluation  Report  along 
with  a press  release  stating  that  the  agency  intends  to  issue  a license 
for  the  whole  project  within  30  days. 

RADIOACTIVE  WATER 

HRI  proposes  to  extract  uranium  by  pumping  water  containing  chemicals 
into  a uranium  bearing  underground  rock  formation  which  also  serves  as 
the  principal  water  source  of  Crownpoint  and  surrounding  Navajo 
communities.  The  chemicals  will  dissolve  the  uranium  into  the  water, 
which  would  then  be  pumped  to  the  surface  where  the  uranium  would  be 
extracted  at  a central  processing  plant  in  Crownpoint.  This  process, 
called  in  situ  leach  mining  (ISL),  will  contaminate  the  groundwater  in 
the  area  where  it  occurs,  contamination  which  HRI  would  be  required  to 
clean  up  after  the  mine  closes. 

Billy  Martin  of  ENDAUM  (Eastern  Navajo  Dine'  Against  Uranium  Mining), 
an  organization  formed  by  Navajos  opposed  to  the  mining,  who  raises 
sheep  near  Crownpoint  states,  "When  we  say  water,  we  mean  a long  and 
everlasting  life,"  and  he  asks,  " How  will  we  live  if  our  water,  which 
is  precious,  is  destroyed?" 

In  Crownpoint  there  are  five  water  wells,  serving  an  estimated  10,000 
people,  that  take  water  from  the  uranium  bearing  aquifer  HRI  proposes  to 
mine.  The  wells  are  within  .5  to  1.5  miles  of  the  Crownpoint  mine  and, 
apparently,  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  does  not  trust  HRI  to  mine 
safely  so  close  to  the  community's  water  supply.  They  are  proposing  that 
HRI  pay  to  relocate  the  whole  Crownpoint  water  system  - drilling  new 
wells  and  connecting  up  the  existing  system.  Some  scientists  claim, 
however,  that  there  may  be  no  available  water  source  uncontaminated  by 
past  mining. 

According  to  the  FEIS,  the  NRC  may  not  require  HRI  to  restore  the  water 
to  its  original  pristine  condition.  If  the  NRC  accepts  HRI's  approach, 
radium-226  will  be  allowed  in  the  "restored"  water  at  a level  13  times 
higher  than  the  federal  drinking  water  standard  and  65  times  higher  than 
the  town's  current  water  supply.  The  NRC's  restoration  standard  for 
uranium  in  the  water  is  63  to  100  times  the  amount  now  present.  It  is 
also  20  times  the  Department  of  Energy's  proposed  allowable  level  for 
drinking  water  and  14  times  the  level  required  by  the  DOE  in  cleanup  of 
other  uranium  waste  sites. 

It  may  not  even  be  possible  to  restore  the  water  to  pre-mining 
conditions.  A test  mine  operated  by  Mobil  Oil  in  1979-1980  near 
Crownpoint  was  not  able  to  restore  contaminated  water  to  its  original 
condition  and  HRI  was  unable  to  do  so  under  controlled  laboratory 
conditions.  Few  of  the  approximately  20  past  and  present  ISL  mines  have 
been  able  to  restore  contaminated  water  to  drinking  water  standards. 
MINING  IN  TOWN 

The  proposed  mining  and  processing  will  be  done,  not  in  outlying  areas, 
but  within  existing  Navajo  communities  of  the  Eastern  Navajo  Agency  and 
radioactive  materials  will  be  transported  through  these  communities  over 
heavily  traveled,  narrow,  winding  roads  often  in  poor  condition. 
Processing  of  radioactive  material  will  be  done  next  door  to  and  across 
the  street  from  churches  and  homes  and  there  are  four  schools  less  than 
a mile  from  the  Crownpoint  processing  plant. 

The  Safety  Committee  of  the  Indian  Health  Service  Crownpoint  Healthcare 
Facility  says  that  the  small  community  lacks  the  personnel  and 
facilities  to  deal  with  the  hazard  of  potential  accidents.  HRI's  parent 
company.  Uranium  Resources  Inc.,  has  a history  of  contamination  at  other 
ISL  mines  in  Texas  - leaking  of  radioactive  materials  outside  the  mining 
area,  spills  from  holding  ponds,  and  alleged  license  violations, 
including  unauthorized  disposal  and  transporting  of  radioactive 
materials.  HRI  and  the  NRC  claim  accidents  would  be  rare. 

UNNEEDED  FUEL  FOR  AN  OUTMODED  INDUSTRY 


Nuclear  power  production  is  expensive  and  unsafe.  In  the  1980s  the 
residents  of  Washington  state  voted  against  a nuclear  power  facility, 
largely  because  of  the  expense  of  the  energy  produced.  More  recently, 
the  Northwest  Power  Planning  Council  excluded  nuclear  power  as  a 
potential  energy  resource  for  the  Pacific  Northwest.  In  1994  the  people 
of  Minnesota  decided  to  phase  out  Prairie  Island  Nuclear  Power  Plant 
and  to  use  renewable  energy  to  replace  its  electricity.  Three  years  into 
the  10  year  phase-out  the  state  has  replaced  almost  half  the  energy 
needed  and  is  now  getting  bids  for  the  rest  at  rates  lower  than 
originally  expected. 

The  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission  states  that  storage  sites  for 
the  spent  fuel  rods  used  in  nuclear  power  plants  are  limited.  Casks  of 
irradiated  fuel  assemblies  sit  at  the  Prairie  Island  plant  and  their 
allotted  storage  space  will  be  filled  early  in  the  next  century.  Storage 
sites  are  likely  to  remain  scarce  as  attempts  to  site  radioactive  dump 
facilities  in  Indian  Country  face  strong  opposition. 

The  low  price  of  uranium,  around  $11  per  pound  as  of  Dune  1997, 
indicates  there  is  already  an  ample  supply  to  fuel  existing  nuclear 
power  plants.  This  price  is  below  production  costs  of  HRI's  parent 
company's  Texas  mines  and  below  the  estimated  cost  of  production  at 
Church  Rock.  Industry  analysts  expect  the  price  to  continue  to  fluctuate 
between  $10  and  $12  per  pound  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

In  the  next  decade  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy  will  be  marketing  80 
million  pounds  of  surplus  uranium,  and,  under  terms  of  the  1993 
U.S. -Russia  trade  agreement,  utility  companies  will  be  able  to  purchase 
100  million  pounds  of  fuel,  from  dismantled  Russian  nuclear  weapons,  for 
nuclear  power  plants.  HRI's  parent  company,  URI,  does  not  even  have 
supply  contracts  beyond  1998  for  its  current  production  capability  in 
Texas.  Hence  ENDAUM  insists  there  is  no  need  for  new  uranium  mines  in 
Crownpoint  and  Church  Rock. 

COMMUNITY  SUFFERS  FROM  50  YEARS  OF  URANIUM  MINING 

Anna  Frazier  of  Dine'  CARE  (Citizens  Against  Ruining  Our  Environment) 
says,  "As  Navajo  people,  we  are  still  living  the  nightmare  of  past 
uranium  exploration  on  our  lands.  We  ask  that  history  not  be  repeated." 

Ms.  Frazier  was  referring  to  a long  list  of  uranium  mining  impacts  on 
Navajo  Lands  and  people.  For  instance,  in  the  Church  Rock  area, 
groundwater  under  and  surface  water  in  the  Rio  Puerco  was  contaminated 
by  a 1979  spill  of  94  million  gallons  of  radioactive  liquid  and  more 
than  20  years  of  discharges  of  untreated  and  poorly  treated  uranium 
mine  wastewater.  Groundwater  is  also  contaminated  in  the  area  around 
closed  underground  uranium  mines  and  a uranium  mill  tailings  dump. 

The  Navajo  Nation  is  already  spending  millions  dealing  with  the  hazards 
of  more  than  1,100  abandoned  uranium  mines  that  still  exist  throughout 
Navajo  Country  in  northwestern  New  Mexico,  northeastern  Arizona  and 
southeastern  Utah.  Many  Navajos  who  worked  in  those  mines  have  died  of 
lung  cancer  and  other  mining-related  illnesses. 

HRI  IGNORES  NAVADO  NATION  SOVEREIGNTY 

Navajo  Nation  jurisdiction  over  the  area  involved  has  been  ignored  by 
both  HRI  and  the  NRC.  Although  the  proposed  mining  and  processing  would 
be  done  outside  the  current  external  boundaries  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  it 
is  within  the  Eastern  Agency  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  an  area  inhabited 
mostly  by  Navajo  - Indian  Country. 

HRI  must  obtain  underground  injection  control  (UIC)  permits  for  each 
mine  from  either  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA),  acting 
on  behalf  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  or  from  the  state  of  New  Mexico.  The 
Navajo  Nation  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (NNEPA)  has  told  NRC  that 
it  expects  EPA  to  issue  the  permits  only  until  the  Navajo  Nation  adopts 
its  own  permit  regulations. 

In  Duly  the  EPA  issued  a ruling  that  the  Church  Rock  mining  site  is 
indeed  Indian  Country  and  subject  to  federal  and  Navajo  Nation 
jurisdiction.  The  area  will  remain  under  federal  jurisdiction  until 
the  Navajo  Nation  gets  federal  approval  to  regulate  UIC  operations  on 
the  reservation  and  in  Indian  Country.  Both  HRI  and  the  state  of  New 
Mexico  have  sued  the  EPA  over  this  ruling. 

THE  STRUGGLE  CONTINUES 


ENDAUM  and  Southwest  Resource  and  Information  Center  (SRIC)  filed 
petitions  with  the  NRC's  Atomic  Safety  and  Licensing  Board  Panel 
(ASLBP),  in  1994  and  1995,  seeking  an  evidentiary  hearing  on  the 
proposed  mining  and  processing.  ASLBP  Judge  B.  Paul  Cotter,  Dr.  refused 
to  rule  on  the  hearing  requests  until  after  the  NRC  issued  its  Safety 
Evaluation  Report,  released  on  December  4.  If  he  approves  an  evidentiary 
hearing,  the  proposed  mining  will  be  scrutinized  far  more  stringently 
than  has  occurred  so  far. 

Mitchell  Capitan,  president  of  ENDAUM  who  lives  less  than  1/2  mile 
north  of  the  uranium  processing  plant  at  Crownpoint  asks,  "For  more  than 
20  years,  we  will  be  exposed  to  'acceptable'  levels  of  additional 
radiation  to  which  we  are  not  now  exposed,  in  places  where  we  live, 
pray,  hold  ceremonies,  work,  buy  food,  haul  water,  educate  our  children, 
and  seek  medical  care  and  wellness.  In  the  face  of  this  clear  and  unjust 
risk,  why  should  anyone  expect  us  to  sit  by  quietly  and  happily  embrace 
our  new  neighbor,  the  uranium  processing  plant?" 

HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP 

Write  or  call  the  following  people  and  tell  them  you  oppose  uranium 
mining  and  processing  at  Crownpoint  and  Church  Rock  in  the  Eastern 
Agency  of  the  Navajo  Nation.  You  can  use  the  talking  points  below  in 
your  letter.  Contact: 

Shirley  Jackson,  Chairwoman,  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission, 
Washington  DC  20555.  Phone:  (800)  368-5642. 

Joseph  Holonich,  Chief,  Uranium  Recovery  Branch/DWM,  U.S.  Nuclear 
Regulatory  Commission,  Mail  Stop  T-7J9,  Washington  DC  20555. 

Robert  Carlson,  Project  Mgr.,  USNRC,  11545  Rockville  Pike,  Rockville  MD 
20850. 

Carol  Browner,  Administrator,  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  401 
M Street  SW,  Washington  DC  20460. 

Felicia  A.  Marcus,  Regional  Administrator,  U.S.  Environmental 
Protection  Agency,  75  Hawthorne  St.,  San  Francisco  CA  94105,  Attn:  Greg 
Lind.  Phone:  (415)  744-1376 

Senator  Jeff  Bingaman,  phone:  (202)  224-5521  and  Senator  Pete  Domenici, 
phone:  (202)  224-6621,  at:  United  States  Senate,  Washington  DC  20510. 

Congressman  Bill  Redmond,  U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  Washington  DC 
20515. 

Talking  Points: 

- There  is  no  need  for  new  uranium  mines  anywhere  in  the  U.S.,  and 
especially  in  Navajo  communities,  because  there  is  plenty  of  uranium 
available  to  fuel  existing  plants  for  at  least  the  next  20  years. 

- The  Navajo  people,  who  have  already  suffered  from  50  years  of  uranium 
mining,  should  not  be  subjected  to  the  increased  danger  from  more  mining 
and  uranium  processing. 

- The  proposed  mining  and  processing  threatens  to  contaminate  a 
pristine  water  supply  used  by  10,000  people.  It  has  not  been  shown  that 
it  is  even  possible  to  clean  up  the  contaminated  water  after  the  mines 
close . 

- The  proximity  of  the  mines  and  processing  plant  to  the  Navajo 
communities  endangers  its  residents.  They  may  be  subjected  to  accidental 
releases  of  radioactive  material. 

- Transportation  of  radioactive  materials  on  bad  roads  poses  a threat 
to  the  communities. 

- The  communities  lack  the  resources  to  deal  with  accidents  involving 
mining,  transporting,  and  processing  of  radioactive  material. 

- The  jurisdiction  of  the  Navajo  Nation  should  apply  to  the  proposed 
mines . 

ENDAUM  and  SRIC  need  financial  help  to  support  their  work  on  this  issue. 
For  more  information  or  to  make  a donation  contact  ENDAUM,  PO  Box  471, 
Crownpoint  NM  87313,  or  call  Mitchell  Capitan  at  (505)  786-5341;  or 
contact  SRIC,  PO  Box  4524,  Albuquerque  NM  87106,  phone:  (505)  262-1862, 
email:  cshuey@unm.edu. 

Reprinted,  with  permission  of  the  author,  from  the  Winter  1997/98  issue 
of  On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111.  Phone:  (206)  525-5086. 
For  other  nuclear  information  and  links  Please  See: 
http://www.tdi . net/ishgooda/nukindex. htm 


http: //www. shundahai.org/HGW/ 
http: //www. ratical . com/ radiation/ 
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"When  we  walk  upon  Mother  Earth,  we  always  plant  our  feet  carefully 
because  we  know  the  faces  of  our  future  generations  are  looking 
up  at  us  from  beneath  the  ground.  We  never  forget  them." 

-Oren  Lyons,  Onondaga  Nation 
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Rebecca  Michele  Lord  * http://www.ratical.com/  * mosa@rapidnet.com 

"RE : Friends  of  the  Lubicon  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  20  lan  1998  16:14:11  -0500 
From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : Friends  of  the  Lubicon  winter  update 

Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 
485  Ridelle  Ave 
Toronto  ON 
M6B  1K6 

T:  416-763-7500 
F:  416-603-2715 
fol  e-mail:  fol@tao.ca 

What  follows  is  an  electronic  version  of  our  most  recent  update  and  mailout 
to  supporters.  For  those  who  have  been  following  the  Daishowa  v.  Friends  of 
the  Lubicon  trial,  this  is  the  situation  as  it  stands  in  January  1998. 

Message  from  Lubicon  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak: 

I know  that  in  these  times  the  economic  situation  is  not  good  for  anybody, 
especially  for  people  who  are  going  to  school.  It  takes  a lot  of 
commitment,  a lot  of  hard  work  to  organize  events  and  support  causes  like 
the  Lubicon . ... 

I would  like  to  pass  the  message  on  from  our  people  that  they  are  very 
grateful  to  those  who  have  taken  time  to  show  their  concern  for  our  human 
rights  and  aboriginal  rights.  We'll  need  these  kinds  of  people  if  we  are 
to  survive  in  the  next  couple  of  years,  which  will  be  extremely  hard  on 
our  people. . . 

One  of  the  basic  fundamental  things  that  our  people  have  been  able  to  hang 
onto  is  the  fact  that  there  are  people  on  the  outside  like  the  Friends  of 
the  Lubicon  who  have  put  themselves  on  the  line,  are  being  sued  for 
supporting  us  and  are  still  standing  up  to  that  and  holding  their  heads 
up.  That  means  a whole  lot  to  our  people.  After  these  many  many  years  of 
struggle,  we  are  still  a proud  people.  It's  nice  to  see  people  who  are 
prepared  to  stand  up  for  what  they  believe  in.  More  importantly,  there  are 
people  who  are  prepared  to  stand  up  for  our  community.  That  means  a whole 
lot  for  our  community. 

Excerpted  from  an  interview  of  Chief  Ominayak  conducted  by  Dan  Berman  at  a 
break  during  the  trial  Nov  '97,  Toronto 
Thank  you! 

FoL  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  our  deepest  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  over  1000  people  and  organizations  who  stood  with  us  through 
8 weeks  of  trial  this  past  fall.  Your  moral,  and  financial  support  has 
provided  inestimable  solace  in  this  protracted,  arduous  legal  battle  which 
began  3 years  ago.  We  could  never  have  made  it  this  far  without  you!  But 
the  fight's  not  over. 

The  outcome  of  this  trial  will  likely  be  appealed  and  our  all-volunteer 
group  currently  has  big  bills  to  pay.  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund,  bless 
their  hearts,  are  providing  their  legal  time  for  free.  However,  we  are 
paying  for  associated  legal  costs.  So  far  that's  been  over  $40,000,  with 
more  to  come. 

If  you  couldn't  make  it  to  court,  your  financial  contribution  is  still 
needed  and  greatly  appreciated.  Please  send  in  a cheque  today  payable  to 


Friends  of  the  Lubicon.  Address  at  the  top  of  the  page. 

Greetings  from  FoL! 

We  hope  this  mailing  finds  you  well. 

We  are  writing  to  give  you  news  of  FoL's  work  since  our  last  newsletter 
over  a year  ago.  The  tremendous  resource  drain  of  the  trial  on  our  group 
of  a half  dozen  volunteers  has  delayed  an  update  til  now. 

What's  been  happening? 

Trial  of  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  (FoL)  is  now  over.  A decision  is  expected 
in  February.  Details  of  the  court  proceedings  are  in  the  Friends  of  the 
Lubicon  Trial  Update  (Winter  1997  - 98). 

In  direct  response  to  Daishowa's  legal  silencing  of  the  Friends'  boycott 
in  Ontario,  Montreal-based  Amitie-Lubicons  Quebec  and  Seattle-based 
Lubicon  Defense  Project  have  commenced  campaigns  in  support  of  the  Lubicon 
against  Daishowa.  For  more  info  about  those,  please  view  the  internet  home 
page  cited  below  or  contact  us  for  their  mailing  addresses. 

In  the  first  part  of  '97,  FoL  organized  an  art  auction  fund-raiser 
featuring  some  fabulous  art  work  generously  donated  by  over  a hundred 
artists.  Proceeds  went  towards  legal  costs.  The  show  went  so  well  we're 
doing  it  again!  More  info  on  this  year's  art  auction  is  in  the  Urgent  Art 
Appeal . 

Then  in  May,  representatives  of  FoL  & the  Lubicon  Nation  participated  in 
a speaking  tour  of  4 northwest  coast  USA  cities  organized  by  USA  groups 
including  Lubicon  Defense  Project. 

>From  mid-summer  until  Christmas,  we  were  swamped  either  preparing  for  or 
attending  court. 

We  thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  read  this  mailing  and  encourage  your 
support  in  any  way  possible. 

In  All  Due  Respect  for  the  Sacredness  of  the  Creation 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon  (New  Year  1998) 

Upcoming  Events  and  Dates  1998 
Ian  23  Quebec  City  protest  at  Daishowa 
Feb  ??  Toronto  The  trial  decision 
Feb  07  Windsor  FoL  information  talk 
Feb  26  Toronto  FoL  information  talk 
Feb  28  Flamilton  FoL  information  talk 

Mar  18  Toronto  Submission  deadline  for  Art  Show  and  Auction. 

All  above  talks  & the  protest  are  organized  by  groups  other  than  FoL.  We 
gladly  welcome  further  requests  to  speak  to  any  group,  private  or  public, 
late  March  or 

early  April  Toronto  "THIS"  magazine  March/April  edition  launch  night. 

FoL  trial  is  the  cover  story.  Art  Auction  preview  night. 
Dun  3-6  Toronto  Benefit  Art  Show  & Auction,  A-Space  Gallery 

401  Richmond  St.W.  #110 

For  all  upcoming  events  please  call  the  FoL  Hotline  416-763-7500  or 
e-mail  fol@tao.ca 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  help  with  the  Art  Auction.  Please  contact  us  if 
you  can  help  between  now  and  Dune.  Contact  info  above 
Lubicon  supporters'  home  page: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 
FoL  trial  updates  web  page:  http://www.tao.ca/~fol/ 

to  receive  Lubicon  e-mail  updates,  e-mail  ma jordomo@tao . ca  and  include  in 
the  body  of  the  e-mail  the  command:  subscribe  fol-1 


Friends  of  the  Lubicon  (FoL)  Trial  Update 

(Winter  1997-98,  Toronto)  In  February  1998,  Ontario  Court  Dudge  Dustice 
Dames  MacPherson  is  expected  to  deliver  his  decision  on  the  legality  of 
the  Friends'  consumer  boycott  of  Daishowa  paper  products. 

The  following  description  of  the  trial  & associated  events  was  taken 
mostly  from  an  update  produced  by  FoL  & distributed  this  past  fall  to 
supporters  attending  the  Daishowa  vs.  FoL  trial. 

In  1996,  forestry  multinational  Daishowa  obtained  a temporary  court 
injunction  to  outlaw  the  Daishowa  Boycott  in  the  province  of  Ontario, 
Canada.  The  consumer  boycott  was  organized  by  supporters  of  the  Lubicon 


Lake  Cnee  Nation  whose  unceded  traditional  territory  Daishowa  threatens  to 
clear-cut  at  the  rate  of  up  to  11,000  trees  per  day.  Lubicon  land  is  in 
the  province  of  Alberta. 

Furthermore,  Daishowa 's  trial  action,  which  hit  the  courts  in  September 
1997,  seeks  to  shut  down  the  consumer  boycott  forever.  The  company  claims 
the  boycott  has  cost  it  an  estimated  $14  million  in  lost  revenue. 

Rights  of  Canadian  citizens  to  criticize  corporations  via  leaflet, 
protest,  and  boycott  in  support  of  political,  social,  and  environmental 
justice  issues  are  on  the  line.  Lubicon  survival  as  a distinct  society  is 
at  stake. 

A Political  Trial 

The  highly  political  nature  of  the  trial  was  strikingly  hammered  home  by 
the  high-level,  federal  and  provincial,  Canadian  government  officials 
called  to  testify  by  Daishowa.  For  example,  Flarold  Millican,  the  current 
federal  negotiator  who  is  supposed  to  be  negotiating  in  good  faith  with 
the  Lubicons  toward  a settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights,  had  no  problems 
testifying  against  the  Lubicon.  The  intimate  nexus  of  corporate  and 
government  interests  vs.  native,  human  and  citizen  rights  was  abundantly 
apparent  at  the  trial,  which  took  28  days  to  hear  in  court  in  the  period 
from  September  2 to  Dec  12,  1997. 

Getting  SLAPP-ed 

FoL's  lawyer  Karen  Wristen  of  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund,  says  the  civil 
lawsuit  'has  all  the  hallmarks  of  a SLAPP  suit  - Strategic  Lawsuit  Against 
Public  Participation.  That  is  a suit  in  which  the  plaintiff's  motivation 
for  going  to  court  is  more  to  stop  the  activist  from  speaking  out  than  it 
is  to  truly  seek  redress  in  court." 

Clayton  Ruby,  FoL  counsel  for  court  hearings  in  1995,  explains  'SLAPP  is  a 
suit,  and  it  started  in  the  United  States,  where  a big  powerful  company 
hires  lawyers.  And  because  they've  got  trillions  of  dollars,  they  sue. 

They  sue  everybody  in  sight.  They  sue  all  the  environmental  protesters, 
all  the  people  who  are  trying  to  organize  against  them.  Some  of  those 
suits  have  merit,  most  of  them  do  not.  But  the  object  of  it  is  not  win 
the  lawsuit,  the  object  is  to  bankrupt  those  who  you  are  suing  by  the  high 
cost  of  litigation. ' 

Kevin  Thomas,  FoL  defendant,  describes  "This  whole  case  is 
about  corporations  controlling  what  anybody  says  about  them.  It's  a 
silencing  action." 

David  vs.  Goliath 

Meet  Daishowa.  In  December  1996,  days  after  Daishowa-Marubeni 
International  announced  plans  for  construction  of  a new  $900  million  paper 
mill  just  west  of  Lubicon  territory  in  Alberta,  the  business  journal 
Nikkei  Weekly  reported  that  its  50%  owner  Daishowa  Paper  Manufacturing 
Co.  expected  "consolidated  net  profit  to  reach  Yen  14  billion  ($123.9 
million  US)  for  the  year"  ending  in  March  1997.  In  Dune  1996,  another 
journal,  Nihon  Keizai  Shimun,  specified  that  "the  current  balance  sheet 
for  the  group  at  19.9  billion  yen  was  the  highest  since  FY88."  According 
to  the  article,  "overseas  subsidiaries  all  came  into  the  black  including 
its  Canadian  holding  company  (which  owns  Daishowa  Inc.  and  other  assets) 
which  rose  out  of  a 2.6  billion  yen  deficit  to  a 2.5  billion  yen  ($22 

million  US)  profit Profits  at  Daishowa  Marubeni  International  (which 

makes  pulp,  owns  a $580  million  pulp  mill  in  Peace  River,  Alta  and  has 
logging  rights  in  almost  the  entire  unceded  Lubicon  territory,)  tripled  to 
5.5  billion  yen  ($4  8 million  US)".  With  forestry-related  operations  in 
Japan,  Australia,  U.S.A.  and  Canada,  Daishowa' s sales  worldwide  have  been 
over  $3  billion  a year.  Daishowa  Inc.,  a Canadian  subsidiary  of  the 
Daishowa  Paper  Manufacturing  Co.  Ltd.  of  lapan,  makes  pulp  and  paper,  owns 
a packaging  plant  and  is  suing  the  Friends. 

In  contrast,  the  Lubicon  are  a small  aboriginal  hunting  and  trapping 
society  of  about  500  people.  They  live  on  their  unceded  traditional 
territory  in  the  boreal  forest  about  a five  hour  drive  north  of  Edmonton, 
Alberta.  They  have  never  signed  away  their  land  rights  to  anyone  in  any 
legally  or  historically  recognized  manner. 


At  trial,  Fred  Lennarson,  long-time  advisor  to  the  Lubicon,  testified  in 
court  to  the  massive  oil  and  gas  exploitation  which  started  in  1979  and 
has  devastated  Lubicon  society  by  destroying  the  hunting  and  trapping 
economy.  This  caused  the  welfare  rate  to  rise  from  under  10%  to  over  90% 
by  1983.  He  noted  the  concomitant  rise  in  depression,  alcohol  abuse, 
suicide.  He  related  a terrifying  litany  of  health  problems  suffered  since 
resource  exploitation  accelerated  including  cancers,  skin  rashes,  a 
tuberculosis  epidemic,  still  births,  miscarriages  and  birth  defects.  He 
called  it  a heart-wrenching  situation  in  which  many  women  were  reluctant 
to  get  pregnant  because  of  fear  of  what  might  happen  to  their  baby. 

Several  people  in  the  courtroom  broke  down  and  quietly  sobbed. 

Lennarson  continued  that  Daishowa  announced  a pulp  mill  in  1988  that 
required  the  'harvest'  of  up  to  11,000  trees  a day  from  Lubicon  land.  He 
said  the  Lubicon  were  horrified  at  the  prospect  and  that  Daishowa  posed  a 
serious  threat  to  the  Lubicon. 

Lubicon  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak's  unwavering  testimony  supported  statements 
made  by  the  Friends  regarding  Daishowa 's  plans  to  log  Lubicon  land.  The 
Chief  repeatedly  emphasized  for  the  court  that  clear-cut  logging  would 
"finish  off"  his  people.  In  responding  to  the  proposition  of  Daishowa 's 
lawyer  that  "reforestation"  would  over  time  remediate  the  clear-cut  land, 
Ominayak  responded: 

"these  are  points  we  can  argue  all  day  long.  I mean,  for  example,  it 
depends  on  the  money  question.  We  have  scientists,  you  have  so-called 
experts  that  you  can  hire  to  give  you  a lot  of  their  expertise  pertaining 
to  clear-cut  logging,  and  you  can  hire  ten  that  will  say  'clear-cut 
logging  is  great  and  it  improves  the  wildlife,  improves  this  , improves 
that,  improves  the  water.' 

Now  somebody  on  the  other  side  can  hire  ten  and  they  will  tell  you  exactly 
the  opposite.  And  it's  the  same  with  the  ozone  layer.  There's  scientists 
saying  it's  disappearing  and  there's  a great,  great  concern  on  the  part  of 
many  people.  Now,  at  the  same  time,  there's  scientists  on  the  other  side 
who  are  saying  something  totally  different,  there's  nothing  to  worry 
about . 

So  in  this  context,  I don't  know  where  we  begin  and  where  we  end  with  a 
lot  of  the  so-called  reforestation.  But  I'll  guarantee  you  one  thing:  that 
there's  no  way  that  anybody,  whether  it's  a giant  Japanese  pulp  mill  and 
their  expert,  there's  no  way  that  they're  going  to  be  able  to  compete  with 
the  Creator  and  what  he's  put  on  this  earth  by  way  of  trees.  That  I know." 

Daishowa-owned  Brewster  Construction  clear-cut  logged  on  Lubicon  land  in 
1990.  Since  Lubicon  supporters  began  the  boycott,  in  1991,  Daishowa  has 
not  logged  Lubicon  land. 

The  Slingshot  : Leafleting,  Picketing  & Secondary  Picketing  --  the  nub  of 
the  legal  argument 

On  a few  occasions  during  the  boycott.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  peacefully 
handed  out  flyers  in  front  of  stores  carrying  paper  bags  made  by 
Daishowa 's  packaging  division.  On  another  few  occasions,  lealfeters  were 
accompanied  by  people  carrying  protest  placards.  Daishowa  contends  that 
these  informational  leafleting  actions  amounted  to  picketing.  Since  this 
leafleting  was  not  in  front  of  Daishowa  premises,  the  primary  disputant, 
but  rather  in  front  of  stores  that  bought  from  Daishowa,  the  leafleting, 
they  say,  amounts  to  secondary  picketing. 

Canadian  labour  law  from  the  '30's  established  that  secondary  picketing  is 
illegal  in  a labour  dispute.  Daishowa  argues  secondary  picketing  is  illegal 
for  this  consumer  boycott  even  though  it  is  not  related  to  a 
labour  dispute.  So  far,  the  courts  have  avoided  saying  that  secondary 
picketing  is  illegal  per  se.  However,  any  consumer  boycott  or  leaf letting 
may  be  ruled  illegal  if  unlawful  means  are  used.  Unlawful  means  that 
Daishowa  alleges  the  Friends  used  during  the  boycott  or  during  leafleting 
include  threats,  intimidation,  inducing  a breach  of  contract,  wrongfully 
interfering  with  economic  interests,  conspiracy  to  injure  (economically), 
misrepresentation,  defamation,  & injurious  falsehood.  These  unlawful  acts 
are  also  referred  to  as  "torts". 


Friends  of  the  Lubicon  deny  unlawful  means  were  used. 
Informational  leafleting  (picketing)  not  a threat 


The  Friends  peacefully  conveying  to  the  public,  at  the  point  of  purchase, 
the  truth  about  Daishowa's  plans  to  clear-cut  on  unceded  Lubicon  territory 
and  asking  the  public  to  support  the  Lubicon  Nation  by  boycotting 
companies  that  carry  Daishowa  products  is  an  unlawful  act  in  Daishowa's 
eyes.  According  to  Daishowa,  the  Friends  giving  notice  that  a leafleting 
action  will  take  place  in  front  of  a store  carrying  Daishowa  products 
constitutes  a "threat"  of  an  unlawful  act  and  so  is  unlawful  conduct. 
Daishowa  alleges  that  picketing  or  the  prospect  of  picketing  harassed, 
threatened  or  intimidated  companies  that  carried  Daishowa  products. 

Under  cross-examination  by  Daishowa's  lawyer  Peter  lervis  of  Lerner  & 
Associates,  FoL  defendant  Kevin  Thomas  stated  "we  would  give  notice  that 
we  would  picket  a business".  Thomas  denied  this  was  a threat  saying  that 
"a  threat  implies  some  sort  of  illegal  force  used  on  someone." 

FoL  had  leafleted  in  front  of  Pizza  Pizza  and  Woolworth  stores  when  they 
decided  not  to  join  the  Daishowa  boycott  back  in  the  early  '90's  after 
being  approached  by  the  Friends.  Thomas  denied  that  FoL  picketing  was  a 
threat.  "People  were  able  to  go  into  Pizza  Pizza  and  Woolworth  on  their 
own  free  will,"  he  said.  "People  went  in  and  out  and  had  a choice  to  shop 
there.  What  we  were  doing  (was  to)  put  information  out  to  the  public  and 
let  the  customers  decide  whether  to  shop  or  not."  Therefore  he  added  a 
picket  was  not  a threat  but  purely  informational. 

Boycott  is  not  coercion,  it's  democracy! 

Daishowa's  lawyer  lervis  argues  that  companies  that  bought  from  Daishowa 
"effectively  had  no  choice"  because  FoL  would  picket  until  the  companies 
stopped  doing  business  with  Daishowa. 

This  ignores  that  after  the  Friends  contacted  companies  and  provided  them 
with  information,  some  companies  wrote  back  to  FoL  saying  that  they  were 
joining  the  boycott  because  of  concerns  for  the  Lubicon  situation  with 
Daishowa.  Other  companies  joined  the  boycott  with  no  mention  by  the 
Friends  that  they  would  be  picketed. 

Beyond  that,  some  companies  were  told  of  the  possibility  of  a boycott  if 
they  continued  to  use  Daishowa  products.  Thomas  testified  what  concerned 
those  retail  companies  was  that  FoL  would  tell  the  stores'  customers  that 
the  company  was  choosing  to  buy  Daishowa  and  that  the  customers  might 
then  decide  not  to  shop  there.  He  testified  that  FoL  never  stopped  anyone 
from  entering  a store  and  that  people  had  a right  to  know  how  each  company 
had  voted  on  the  Daishowa  issue  and  had  a right  to  choose  whether  or  not 
they  would  shop  at  the  stores.  Thomas  stated  that  at  a leafleting 
demonstration  at  a Pizza  Pizza  outlet,  customers  entered  the  store  and 
bought  food  while  other  customers  took  the  leaflet  offered  and  chose  not 
to  patronize  the  company.  That,  Thomas  said,  is  not  coercion,  it's 
democracy! 

Inducing  Breach  of  Contract  - What  contract? 

lervis  alternately  argues  in  public  that  FoL's  boycott  was  to  meant  force 
Daishowa's  customers  "to  end  their  contracts  with  Daishowa".  However, 
Daishowa  has  not  produced  any  contracts  into  the  record  and  has  admitted 
that  Daishowa  had  no  contracts  with  the  exception  of  one  company.  That 
contract  was  not  breached  but  rather  allowed  to  expire  and  not  renewed  as 
the  company  switched  to  using  a re-usable  cloth  bag. 

Wrongful  Interference  with  Economic  Interests  - What  about  Lubicon  Interests 

To  prove  this  tort  Daishowa  must  show  that  the  Friends  intended  to 
economically  harm  Daishowa,  that  actual  financial  loss  occurred  and  that 
unlawful  means  were  used  to  bring  about  the  loss. 

Here  is  where  the  issue  of  intent  is  particularly  important.  Daishowa 
claims  that  the  Friends  intended  to  economically  harm  Daishowa  via  a 
boycott.  Daishowa  claims  the  boycott  cost  their  paper  bag  business  $5 
million  up  until  the  beginning  of  1995  and  $3  million  a year  since  then. 

Some  47  companies  representing  over  4300  retail  outlets  across  Canada 
joined  the  boycott.  Daishowa  contends  the  boycott  used  unlawful  means  such 
as  misrepresentation. 

In  testimony  from  both  Kevin  Thomas  and  Ed  Bianchi  of  the  Friends,  FoL's 
purpose  of  the  boycott,  clearly  stated  in  most  of  FoL's  written  material 


produced  at  trial,  was  to  encourage  Daishowa  to  make  a clear,  unequivocal 
and  public  commitment  to  not  log  or  buy  wood  cut  on  unceded  Lubicon  land 
until  the  land  rights  were  settled  and  until  a timber  harvesting  agreement 
respecting  Lubicon  wildlife  and  environmental  concerns  was  negotiated. 

While  Daishowa  claims  a loss  of  revenue  of  over  $12  million  to  date, 
Daishowa' s Koichi  Kitagawa  admitted  that  the  packaging  division's  profits 
went  up  every  year  during  the  boycott,  that  production  capacity  was  stable 
during  the  boycott,  that  "5  or  10"  new  employees  were  hired  during  the 
boycott.  He  admitted  that  Daishowa  downsized  their  packaging  division  work 
force  by  1/3  before  the  boycott  began.  Daishowa 's  Gordon  Bunt  indicated 
that  their  packaging  division's  expanding  business  in  America  and  higher 
prices  made  up  for  the  lost  revenue. 

Despite  this  evidence,  Daishowa  witnesses  indicated  that  the  survival  of 
the  packaging  division  plant  would  be  threatened  if  the  courts  did  not 
grant  a permanent  injunction  against  the  boycott.  With  nearly  $1/2  a 
billion  available  to  spend  on  a new  paper  mill,  decade  high  profits,  & 
threatening  to  clear-cut  the  forest  of  the  impoverished  Lubicon,  for 
Daishowa  to  be  feigning  helpless  victim  of  a Lubicon  boycott  is  like  King 
Kong  screaming  in  fear  of  Fay  Wray. 

Misrepresentation,  Defamation,  Injurious  Falsehood:  "Genocide" 

Daishowa  claims  that  FoL's  use  of  the  word  "genocide"  was  a 
misrepresentation,  has  defamed  Daishowa  (defamation)  and  was  communicated 
with  malice  (injurious  falsehood). 

During  the  boycott,  the  Friends  had  used  the  word  "genocide"  to  describe 
the  ongoing  process  of  societal  disintegration  which  started  with  the 
devastation  of  the  Lubicon  traditional  economy  by  the  destructive  effects 
of  massive  government-backed  oil  and  gas  exploitation  on  Lubicon  land. 

FoL  defendant  Kevin  Thomas  testified  that  the  Lubicon  see  logging  on  their 
land  as  part  of  a genocidal  process.  He  claimed  logging  would  adversely 
affect  hunting,  trapping,  culture,  religion  and  their  way  of  life.  FoL 
defendant  Ed  Bianchi  testified  that  "what  the  Friends  were  trying  to 
communicate  is  that  this  planned  logging  was  part  of  the  genocidal 
process . " 

Much  testimony  of  witnesses  supporting  the  Friends  has  gone  to  the  issue 
of  "genocide". 

Dr.  Doan  Ryan,  author,  professor  emeritus  of  anthropology  at  the 
University  of  Calgary,  and  expert  witness,  detailed  spiritual,  cultural 
and  economic  loss  suffered  by  the  Lubicon  people  since  the  ingress  of  oil 
and  gas  extraction  activities  in  the  early  '80's.  Dr.  Ryan  testified  that 
she  relied  upon  the  Webster's  dictionary  definition  of  genocide  - the 
deliberate  and  systematic  destruction  of  a racial,  political  or  cultural 
group  -,  her  observations  and  study  to  conclude  that  the  Lubicon  have  been 
subjected  to  cultural  genocide. 

Professor  Ward  Churchill,  author  of  16  books.  Chair  of  Ethnic  Studies  at 
the  University  of  Colorado  and  indigenous  activist,  testified  that  the 
word  genocide  was  coined  in  1944  in  a book  by  jurist  Raphael  Lemkin. 

Lemkin  said  genocide  has  two  phases:  the  destruction  of  a group's  national 
or  cultural  pattern  and  the  imposition  of  the  national  pattern  of  the 
oppressor.  It  was  important  to  distinguish  genocide  from  other  processes 
like  mass  murder,  said  Churchill.  Physical  killing  is  only  one  method  to 
implement  genocide,  he  stressed.  Churchill  said  that  80%  of  Lemkin's 
examples  deal  with  non-lethal  means  of  affecting  genocide  such  as  the 
imposed  transfer  of  children  from  one  group  to  another  group.  Genocide,  he 
said,  referred  to  a coercive  dissolution  of  a group.  Individual  members 
may  all  survive  but  they  survive  in  a form  of  compulsory  incorporation 
into  the  cultural,  political  and  national  structure  of  the  oppressor 
group.  The  original  group,  definable  as  a people,  no  longer  exists. 

Churchill  then  dealt  with  the  classifications  of  genocidal  conduct  through 
Lemkin's  definition,  the  initial  UN  draft  in  1946  and  the  final  United 
Nations  Convention  on  Genocide  ratified  in  1948. 

Archbishop  Ted  Scott,  former  Primate  of  the  Anglican  Church  of  Canada 
testified  for  the  defence.  Reverend  Scott  had  participated  in  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  visit  to  the  Lubicon  community  in  1984.  He  said  that 


he  believes  strongly  in  the  rule  of  law  and  he  believes  strongly  in  good 
law. 

FoL's  lawyer,  Karen  Wristen  presented  the  letter  which  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  had  sent  to  then-Prime  Minister  Pierre  Trudeau  concerning  the 
Lubicons  in  1984.  The  letter  says  that  the  actions  which  government  and 
oil  companies  had  taken  with  regard  to  the  Lubicon  could  have  "genocidal 
consequences . " 

Reverend  Scott  said  that  the  World  Council  of  Churches  took  the  view  that 
people  are  involved  in  a cultural  context  and  that  when  you  destroy  the 
culture  they  live  in  you  destroy  the  very  meaning  of  their  lives  as  human 
beings.  He  said  that  many  Aboriginal  peoples  around  the  world  see  their 
relationship  with  nature  differently  than  others  in  the  Western  world.  He 
said  the  Holy  Earth  has  a special  importance  to  them  and  it  has  a biblical 
importance  as  well.  He  said  that  Aboriginal  peoples  view  themselves  as 
part  of  nature,  not  over  it.  He  said  that  the  actions  of  the  oil  companies 
may  destroy  the  whole  pattern  of  life  for  the  Lubicons.  They  were 
previously  self-sufficient,  he  explained,  but  the  onset  of  oil  development 
disturbed  their  whole  sense  of  relationship  with  nature. 

Reverend  Scott  said  that  the  church's  concern  for  the  Lubicons  was  not 
just  about  them  but  also  about  the  environment,  which  is  everyone's 
concern . 

For  more  info,  please  contact 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

485  Ridelle  Ave 

Toronto,  ON,  M6B  1K6 

T:  416-763-7500 

F:  416-603-2715 

e-mail:  fol@tao.ca 

Lubicon  supporters'  page  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main.html 
trial  updates  at  http://www.tao.ca/~fol/ 

To  receive  Lubicon  e-mail  updates,  e-mail  ma jordomo@tao . ca  & include  in 
the  body  of  the  e-mail  the  command:  subscribe  fol-1 


Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

(Toronto)  485  Ridelle  Avenue,  Toronto  ON,  M6B  1K6 
T:  (416)  763-7500  * F:  (416)  603-2715  * E:  fol@tao . ca 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 
URGENT  ART  APPEAL 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon  (FoL)  still  face  phenomenal  legal  costs  from  a 
protracted  arduous  legal  battle  brought  to  trial  in  the  last  4 months  of 
1997.  A judgment  is  expected  in  Feb  '98. 

Three  years  ago,  forestry  multinational  Daishowa  launched  a multi-million 
dollar  lawsuit  against  FoL,  a small,  volunteer  grassroots  activist  group 
fighting  for  the  rights  of  the  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  in  northern 
Alberta . 

To  raise  legal  costs  FoL  will  be  conducting  a 2nd  Benefit  Art  Show  and 
Auction,  Spirits  of  Power  '98,  and  we  need  your  talent!  Last  year's  event 
was  a big  success.  We  thank  everyone  who  participated.  Donate  a piece  of 
art  this  year  and  we  will  use  the  money  raised  to  fight  for  justice  for 
the  Lubicon  Cree  against  the  greed  of  multinational  corporations  which 
have  been  exploiting  natural  resources  on  unceded  Lubicon  land,  and  to 
defend  fundamental  democratic  rights  being  attacked  by  Daishowa 's  lawsuit 
including  everyone's  right  to  protest,  boycott,  and  freely  speak  out  on 
issues  of  public  importance. 

The  theme  of  the  auction  is  "power"  and  can  be  interpreted  in  any  way  you 
choose.  The  use  and  abuse  of  power  has  been  an  integral  part  of  the 
history  of  the  Lubicons  as  well  as  FoL.  As  with  the  lawsuit,  corporations 
can  use  the  power  that  money  gives  them  to  attempt  to  crush  opposition. 
However,  people  can  use  grassroots  power,  as  FoL  did  when  we  mounted  the 
"enormously  successful"  Daishowa  Boycott. 

The  Art  Auction  is  scheduled  for  8 pm  Dune  6,  1998  at  A-Space  Gallery,  401 
Richmond  St.  W.,  Suite  110,  Toronto.  Preview  will  be  Dune  3-6. 

Submissions  deadline  is  Mar  18,  1998. 

We  are  kicking  off  Spirits  of  Power  '98  at  a launch  night  for  "THIS" 
magazine's  March/April  edition  which  features  the  Daishowa  v.  FoL  case  as 


the  coven  story.  This  will  be  a unique  opportunity  to  showcase  selected 
artwork  included  in  our  Benefit  Art  Show. 

FoL  will  gratefully  accept  any  work  you  choose  to  donate  fully.  However, 
we  understand  the  financial  situation  of  artists  so  we  are  willing  to 
accept  art  under  an  arrangement  where  an  agreed  upon  percentage  of  the 
selling  price  of  your  work  will  be  returned  to  you.  Due  to  limited  space 
in  the  gallery  there  will  be  a selection  process. 

Please  Contact  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  Today! ! 

Phone  - Diane  White  (416)  532-0453  or  e-mail  fol@tao.ca 

"RE : Sovereignty  Sunday  at  'Iolani  Palace"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Ian  1998  21:54:10  -1000 

From:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info(3hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub j : Sovereignty  Sunday  at  'Iolani  Palace 

Mailing  List:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Report  on  Sovereignty  Sunday  at  ' Iolani  Palace 
Honolulu,  O'ahu,  Hawai'i 
January  18,  1998 

Commemorating  the  105th  anniversary 

of  the  illegal  overthrow  of  the  Kingdom  of  Hawai'i 

— begin  forwarded  text 

Date:  Sun,  18  Dan  1998  16:47:15  -1000 

From:  Richard  Salvador  <salvador@hawaii . edu> 

Aloha  Friends  and  Allies, 

We  have  just  returned  from  participating  in  the  Sovereignty  Sunday 
activities  on  the  'Iolani  Palace  grounds.  Oh,  was  good  fun  and  plenty 
akamai  people  went  share  mana'o,  and  much  education  taking  place.  Noenoe 
Silva  was  there  to  pass  out  the  copies  of  peoples'  names  who  protested  the 
annexation  in  1897.  Many  others  spoke:  Bumpy  Kanahele,  Noenoe,  Dose  Morin, 
Kina'u  Kamali'i,  Nalani,  and  many,  many,  many  others.  Keanu  Sai  read  a 
beautiful  and  powerful  statement  [below].  He  was  going  to  just  speak  from 
the  heart,  but  felt  his  words  would  be  easily  quoted  out  of  context  (as 
the  mainstream  media  is  likely  to  do). 

With  Keanu  Sai  on  his  side.  Dr.  Kekuni  Blaisdell  read  aloud  a faxed 
statement  from  Francis  Boyle  [below],  who  regretted  he  was  not  able  to 
be  with  us  in  Honolulu.  Where  would  we  be  without  Francis  Boyle?  Keanu 
said,  "make  no  mistake  about  it,  this  is  a historical  moment  for  Hawai'i." 
A petition  was  circulated  that  sought  support  for  Keanu's  Writ  of  Mandamus. 
Many,  many  more  spoke  afterwards.  There  were  other  Native  people  who  also 
shared  mana'o  and  chanted,  including  three  Maori  sisters.  Doan  Lander  and 
Puhipau  of  Na  Maka  o ka  'Aina  were  there  recording  the  event  on  video. 
Reporters  of  the  two  dailys  were  there  as  well.  We  hope  the  reports  will 
be  accurate. 

After  the  speakers  shared  mana'o,  Laulani  Teale's  band  then  played  music, 
and  the  regular  circle  was  quickly  formed.  A Kanaka  Maoli  sister  sang 
beautifully  out  to  us.  The  music  was  beautiful. 

Richard  Salvador 

— end  forwarded  text 


Address  by  David  Keanu  Sai 
'Iolani  Palace,  Honolulu,  Hawai'i 
January  18,  1998 

Aloha,  my  name  is  David  Keanu  Sai.  I would  like  to  thank  Dr.  Kekuni 
Blaisdell  for  inviting  me  to  speak  here  today. 

You'll  have  to  excuse  me,  but  due  to  time  constraint  and  the  enormity 
of  the  situation,  I thought  it  best  for  all  of  us  gathered  here  today, 
to  read  a prepared  statement.  On  November  24,  1997,  I filed  in  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  in  Washington,  D.C.  a Petition  for  a Writ  of 
Mandamus  against  the  Honorable  William  Jefferson  Clinton,  President  of 
the  United  States.  On  December  11th,  it  was  accepted  by  the  court,  and 
placed  on  the  docket  as  no.  97-969.  The  nature  of  a Mandamus  is  to 


compel  an  officer  or  employee  of  the  United  States  government  to  perform 
a duty  owed  to  a petitioner.  Mandamus  comes  from  the  word  mandate, 
which  means  to  compel  or  command.  It  enters  the  court  as  an  original 
proceeding,  and  is  separate  from  the  appeals  process.  Its  purpose  is  to 
enforce  rights  that  have  already  been  established,  rather  than  to 
establish  or  declare  rights. 

The  essence  of  the  Petition  states  that  the  Treaty  of  1850  and  1887  is 
in  full  force  and  vigor,  and  as  such,  it  is  requesting  the  Supreme  Court 
compel  the  President,  as  the  Chief  Executive  officer  of  the  United 
States  Government,  to  follow  United  States  Constitutional,  and 
International  Law,  and  begin  the  complete  withdrawal  of  the  United 
States  and  its  laws,  and  to  assist  in  the  ongoing  transition  and 
reinstatement  of  the  Constitutional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom, 
so  that  Hawaiian  subjects  may  be  able  to  determine  their  own  future  in 
conformity  with  the  laws  that  our  predecessors  have  already  established. 

On  January  9,  1998,  the  Solicitor  General,  the  Honorable  Seth  P. 

Waxman,  on  behalf  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  filed  a waiver 
at  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  regarding  the  Petition.  At  this 
point,  it  is  unclear  as  to  why  the  Solicitor  General,  who  is  the  legal 
counsel  for  the  United  States  Government,  chose  to  waive  its  right  to 
oppose  the  petition.  Nevertheless,  on  lanuary  16,  I did  file  an 
Amendment  to  the  Petition  at  the  Court,  which  serves  to  reinforce  the 
foundation  of  the  Petition,  and  expounds  upon  the  authority  I hold  as 
appointed  Regent,  pro  temp,  serving  as  Ambassador  of  the  Hawaiian 
Kingdom  to  the  United  States. 

Whether  or  not  you  agree  with  the  Petition  for  Writ  of  Mandamus,  or  the 
appointment  of  the  Regent,  pro  temp,  is  of  little  consequence.  The  nine 
Justices  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  will  cast  their  critical  eye 
upon  the  facts  and  the  face  of  this  petition.  What  we  must  realize  is 
that  the  issue  here  is  the  integrity  and  sacred  honor  of  the  Great 
Republic.  What  is  at  issue  here  is  America's  moral  character  in  its 
dealings  (past,  present  and  future)  with  foreign  nations,  with  a due 
regard  to  the  legal  maxim,  "Pacta  sunt  servanda"  --  agreements  must  be 
honored . 

For  the  first  time  ever,  the  legal  question  of  whether  or  not  Hawai'i 
has  a right  to  assert  national  independence  is  now  being  considered  at 
the  Highest  Court  in  America.  I cannot  emphasize  enough  the  magnitude 
of  what  this  petition  represents.  For  the  first  time  ever  the 
constitutionality  as  to  the  Annexation  of  Hawai'i  to  the  United  States 
will  be  dissected  and  scrutinized  by  the  finest  legal  minds  in  America, 
without  the  influence  of  politics  and  speeches,  but  just  the  facts  and 
the  laws. 

The  Petition  for  Writ  of  Mandamus  is  essentially  directing  the 
attention  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  Justices  towards  a gross 
violation  of  U.S.  Constitutional  and  International  law.  In  actuality, 
the  Petition  is  an  offering  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
through  their  Highest  Court,  the  opportunity  to  right  a wrong.  The 
Petition,  by  its  nature,  confronts  the  very  fiber  which  holds  the  fabric 
of  American  ideology  together.  Make  no  mistake  about  it,  this  is  a 
defining  moment  for  Hawai'i. 

In  closing,  I would  like  to  reiterate  the  words  of  Her  late  Majesty 
Queen  Lili ' uokalani; 

"The  cause  of  Hawai'i  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than  the 
life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  Country  is  deep-seated  in 
the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station."  Mahalo. 

http: //www. hawaii- nation . org/mandamus . html 


The  following  are  the  comments  from  Professor  Francis  A.  Boyle: 

Dear  Keanu  and  Kekuni: 

Despite  his  best  efforts,  it  does  not  appear  that  Alan  was  able 
to  raise  that  money  to  finance  my  appearance  at  the  rally  tomorrow  on 
such  short  notice.  However,  I want  you  and  everyone  else  there  at  the 
rally  to  know  that  I am  standing  with  Keanu  on  this  Petition  even  though 
I might  not  be  physically  present  in  Hawaii  tomorrow.  Keanu's  Petition 
will  stand  as  an  important  landmark  in  the  history  of  the  struggle  by 


the  Native  Hawaiian  People  for  their  right  to  self-determination.  A 
generation  from  now.  Native  Hawaiians  will  look  back  at  what  Keanu  has 
done  with  great  respect  and  admiration. 

You  have  my  permission  to  read  this  message  to  the  people 
attending  the  rally  tomorrow  if  you  think  it  would  be  helpful. 

Aloha . 

Francis  A.  Boyle 
Professor  of  International  Law 
(University  of  Illinois  College  of  Law) 
http: //www. hawaii- nation . org/boylebio. html 
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"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

- "RE:  Menominee  Nation  Releases  Report"  

Date:  Tue,  20  lan  1998  09:55:27  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Alice  McCombs  <amccombs@igc . ape . org> 

Sub  j : Menominee  Nation  Releases  Report 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Faxed  from  Menominee  Nation  Treaty  Rights  & Mining  Impacts  Office 
Date:  January  20,  1998 

Contact:  Ken  Fish,  Director  - 715-799-5620  <nomining@mail .wisenet . net> 

For  Immediate  Release 

Menominee  Nation  Releases  Report  for  Reasons  Why  Tribe  Supports  Mining 
Moratorium 

(Keshena,  WI)  The  Menominee  Nation  supports  the  Mining  Moratorium  (SB3) 
because  of  Exxon's  proposed  Crandon  Mine  to  be  located  at  the 
headwaters  of  the  Wolf  River.  The  Tribe  is  particularly  concerned  about 
the  proposed  mine's  potential  environmental  impacts,  especially  with 
regard  to  the  Wolf  River  which  flows  through  the  reservation.  In 
addition,  several  legal  and  political  issues  have  been  raised  which 
have  caused  deep  concern. 

The  Menominee  Tribe's  Office  of  Treaty  Rights  & Mining  Impacts  has  been 
working  intensively  for  7 months  on  a report,  which  the  Tribe  intends 
to  release  to  the  full  Assembly  of  the  State  legislature  on  the  20th  of 
January  1998,  at  9:00  AM  Tuesday  morning  in  the  State  Capitol  in  Room 
328  NW. 

The  report  points  out  several  inconsistencies  and  discrepancies  related 
to  Exxon's  proposed  Wolf  River  mine.  The  report  is  28  pages  in  length 
and  covers  18  issues  of  public  concern  regarding  the  proposed  mine,  the 
mine  permitting  process  and  the  mine's  potential  environmental  impacts. 

The  report  addresses  ground  and  surface  water  modeling  by  Crandon 
Mining  Company  (CMC)  and  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  (DNR) 
analyst.  The  tribe's  position  give  this  non-proven  technology  merely 
allows  Exxon  to  continue  to  pollute  and  not  actually  mediate  (clean-up) 
at  the  150  foot  compliance  boundary. 

Political  issues  is  the  pro-mining  position  of  the  governor  and  his 
direct  appointee  Secretary  of  the  DNR,  and  the  metallic  mining  council 
who  advises  the  Secretary  of  the  DNR  on  mining  rule  changes.  This 
counsel  made  up  of  majority  mining  industry  and  pro-mining  organizations. 

Socio-Economic  areas  given  claims  of  CMC  on  the  socio-economic  impacts 
show  boom  and  bust  economy  and  little  of  no  economic  and  social  long 
term  positive  impacts. 

Legal  areas  regulations  for  mining  companies  over  the  years  have  been 
changed  to  accommodate  mining.  Exceptions  and  variances  under  the 
ground  water  rule  changes  where  pro-mining  council  recommends  rule 


changes,  and  the  DNR  follow  up  in  making  the  legal  changes. 

Ken  Fish,  Director  of  Menominee  Treaty  Rights  & Mining  Impacts  Office 
said,  "given  the  intense  research  and  analysis  by  our  office  only  gives 
more  reason  for  the  tribe's  support  of  the  Mining  Moratorium  Bill  (SB3) 
and  requests  State  Representatives  to  pass  this  bill  with  no  amendments." 

This  report  will  be  made  available  to  anyone  who  requests  it  from  my  office. 
For  more  information  contact  Ken  Fish  at  715-799-5620 
Menominee  Nation  Treaty  Rights  & Mining  Impacts  Office 
P.O.  Box  910 
Keshena,  WI  54135 
Ph:  715-799-5620 
FAX:  715-799-5692 

Email:  nomining@mail.wiscnet.net  or  treaty@mail.wiscnet.net 
http : //www . menominee . com/nomining/home . html 
http : //www . menominee . com/treaty/home . html 

"RE : How  Epidemics  Killed  So  Many"  

Date:  Sat,  24  Han  1998  13:54:45  -0500 
From:  Louis  Proyect  <lnp3@columbia . edu> 

Sub  j : How  epidemics  killed  so  many  Indians 

UUCP  email 

David  E.  Stannard's  "American  Holocaust:  The  Conquest  of  the  New  World" 
makes  a crucial  point  about  the  circumstances  in  which  epidemics  caused  the 
deaths  of  upwards  of  90%  of  the  North  American  Indian  population.  It  must 
be  understood  that  certain  diseases  like  TB  are  intimately  connected  with 
the  way  people  are  crowded  together  in  poverty.  This  certainly  was  the  case 
for  many  of  the  Indians  who  were  first  subjugated,  then  confined  in 
prison-like  surroundings,  and  ultimately  became  ill  from  these  living 
conditions.  Diseases  did  not  mysteriously  seek  them  out  from  long-distance. 
Rather,  they  came  as  a result  of  the  inhumane  living  conditions  that  were 
forced  upon  them  by  their  conquerors. 

Stannard  cites  one  example: 

"Recently,  an  analysis  has  been  conducted  on  data  from  more  than  11,000 
Chumash  Indians  who  passed  through  the  missions  of  Santa  Barbara,  La 
Purisima,  and  Santa  Inies  in  the  late  eighteenth  and  early  nineteenth 
century.  Perhaps  the  most  complete  data  set  and  detailed  study  ever  done  on 
a single  mission  Indian  group's  vital  statistics,  this  analysis  shows  that 
36  percent  of  those  Chumash  children  who  were  not  two  years  old  when  they 
entered  the  mission  died  in  less  than  twelve  months.  Two-thirds  died  before 
reaching  the  age  of  five.  Three  of  four  died  before  attaining  puberty.  At 
the  same  time,  adolescent  and  young  adult  female  deaths  exceeded  those  of 
males  by  almost  two  to  one,  while  female  fertility  rates  steadily  spiraled 
downward.  Similar  patterns- -slightly  better  in  some  categories,  slightly 
worse  in  others--have  been  uncovered  in  another  study  of  14,000  mission 
Indians  in  eight  different  Franciscan  missions.  [These  missions  functioned 
more  as  prisons  than  anything  else.  Indians  were  converted  at  gunpoint.] 

"In  short,  the  missions  were  furnaces  of  death  that  sustained  their  Indian 
population  levels  for  as  long  as  they  did  only  by  driving  more  and  more 
natives  into  their  confines  to  compensate  for  the  huge  numbers  who  were 
being  killed  once  they  got  there.  This  was  a pattern  that  held  throughout 
California  and  on  out  across  the  southwest.  Thus,  for  example,  one  survey 
of  life  and  death  in  an  early  Arizona  mission  has  turned  up  statistics 
showing  that  at  one  time  an  astonishing  93  percent  of  the  children  born 
within  its  walls  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  10--and  yet  the  mission's 
total  population  did  not  drastically  decline. 

"There  were  various  ways  in  which  the  mission  Indians  died.  The  most 
common  causes  were  the  European-introduced  diseases — which  spread  like 
wildfire  in  such  cramped  quarters--and  malnutrition.  The  personal  living  for 
Indians  in  the  missions  averaged  about  seven  feet  by  two  feet  per  person  for 
unmarried  captives,  who  were  locked  at  night  into  sex-segregated  common 
rooms  that  contained  a single  open  pit  for  a toilet.  It  was  perhaps  a bit 


more  space  than  was  allowed  a captive  African  in  the  hold  of  a slave  ship 
sailing  the  Middle  Passage.  Married  Indians  and  their  children,  on  the 
other  hand,  were  permitted  to  sleep  together--in  what  Russian  visitor  V.M. 
Golovnin  described  in  1818  as  'specially  constructed  cattle-pens.'  He 
explained : 

I cannot  think  of  a better  term  for  these  dwellings  that  consist  of  a long 
row  of  structures  not  more  than  one  *sagene*  [seven  feet]  and  1 1/2-2 
*sagenes*  wide,  without  floor  or  ceiling,  each  divided  into  sections  by 
partitions,  also  no  longer  than  two  *sagenes*,  with  a correspondingly 
small  door  and  a tiny  window  in  each--can  one  possibly  call  it  anything  but 
a barnyard  for  domestic  cattle  and  fowl?  Each  of  these  small  sections  is 
occupied  by  an  entire  family;  cleanliness  and  tidiness  is  out  of  the 
question:  a thrifty  peasant  usually  has  a better-kept  cattle-pen. 

"Under  such  conditions  Spanish-introduced  diseases  ran  wild:  measles, 
smallpox,  typhoid,  and  influenza  epidemics  occurred  and  re-occurred,  while 
syphilis  and  tuberculosis  became,  as  Sherburne  F.  Cook  once  said, 
'totalitarian'  diseases:  virtually  all  the  Indians  were  afflicted  by  them." 
Louis  Proyect 

- — "RE:  Threat  to  the  People"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Ian  1998  15:04:55  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub  j : URGENT!!  DANGER!!  PLEASE  READ!! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I have  been  sitting  & watching  the  words  fly  around  on  this  ng  for  a 
while,  & I see  a very  real,  very  evil  danger  threatening  many,  so  now  I 
stand . . . 

I pray  that  the  grandfathers  help  me  find  the  right  words  to  show  you  this 
terrible,  evil  threat,  & that  each  of  you  finds  the  strength  to  fight  it  & 
kill  it. 

To  use  the  name  that  the  'Nishnawbe  Nation  gives  to  him,  Windigo  is  among 
us.  That  most  evil  eater  of  spirits  often  chooses  the  form  of  a malevolent 
whirlwind,  to  blow  sand,  dust,  rain  or  snow  in  the  eyes,  ears  & mouths  to 
sow  confusion,  dissension  and  loss  of  direction.  Windigo  as  Whirlwind  rips 
apart  homes,  overturns  canoes,  tears  down  what  people  nurture  & grow  for 
survival  & fans  home  fires  into  blazing  infernos.  Whirlwind,  for  those 
that  have  seen  him,  looks  innocently  playful,  like  a game  of  the  wind.  But 
Windigo  is  eating  Indian  spirit  here  in  this  ng,  as  well  as  'out  there'  in 
the  homes  in  Indian  country  as  you  read  this. 

This  dangerous  Whirlwind  now  scouring  the  land,  even  reaching  this  ng,  & 
he  endangers  the  heart  of  every  Nation  & the  core  of  every  family  that 
form  the  flesh  of  each  of  the  Nations.  It  is  a very  subtle,  very  seductive 
wind-game,  drawing  more  & more  people  into  it,  not  just  on  this  ng  but  out 
in  the  real  world  every  day,  & it  creates  its  own  momentum;  the  more  it  is 
played,  the  bigger  & darker  & more  evil  it  gets,  the  more  explosive  the 
bolts  of  fire  that  flash  & thunder  from  within  it,  blowing  up  the  ties 
that  bond  the  people  of  the  families  & the  Nations  together.  It  is  a game 
of  words,  & the  seed-word  that  this  evil  destroyer  grows  from  is  "race". 

Those  that  are  calling  for  the  elimination  of  the  land,  rights,  privileges 
& benefits  which  the  Creator  gave  to  the  First  Nations  are,  more  & more 
often,  doing  so  by  declaring  that  any  status  that  recognizes  a difference 
between  peoples  of  the  Nations  & any  other  "ethnic  group"  is  a "racist" 
posit  that  must  be  eliminated  in  the  name  of  "equality".  Racism  being  such 
a lightning  rod  of  emotional  response  to  everyone,  reason  & logic  are 
skimmed  over,  & no  notice  is  given  to  the  FACT  that  "equality"  (in  the 
social  and/or  political  sense)  means  TREATING  different  people  with  equal 
measures  of  respect  & opportunity,  NOT  that  everybody  IS  the  same,  lust  as 
"integration"  is  the  harmonious  working  together  of  different  parts  while 
"assimilation"  is  making  one  whole  by  erasing  the  differences  of  the 
different  parts. 

This  "racial"  type  of  thinking  is  no  different  than  that  used  to  formulate 
the  attempt  to  destroy  the  Nations  by  establishing  "blood  quantum"  as  a 


measure  of  identity.  (1934  in  the  USA,  in  Canada  unofficially  since  1613  & 
officially  in  1951).  Although  that  helped  the  settler-regimes  in  their 
classifying,  codifying,  categorizing  & other  labeling  for  ease  in  their 
management,  manipulation,  governing  & administration  of  the  First  Nations, 
it  did  not,  thankfully,  catch  on  in  the  Nations  (except  with  the  "Indian 
governments"  installed  in  power  by  the  settler-regimes  as  "legally 
recognized"  tribal/band  councils.) 

Incredibly  & to  my  horror,  it  seems  more  people  of  the  Nations,  (although 
NOT  a majority...  yet)  are  now  being  drawn  into  this  evil,  growing 
whirlwind  that  holds  the  power  to  destroy  their  families  & their  Nations. 
More  & more  one  hears  the  frightening  talk  of  racial  definition  being  the 
measure  of  just  who  is  an  Indian.  Even  in  its  most  ridiculously  petty  & 
stupid  aspects,  ("My  genes  are  bigger  than  YOUR  genes!")  there  is  a 
menacing  seriousness  that  skips  over  the  one,  true,  undeniable  FACT  that 
has  been  used  by  the  Nations  for  ten-thousand  times  ten-thousand 
generations  as  the  ONLY  measure  of  who  is  an  Indian  - that  an  "Indian"  is 
a person  identified  by  the  family  or  Nation  concerned  as  being  one  of 
them.  Period.  No  other  "measurement  of  Indian"  is  real. 

"Blood  quantum",  "race",  "genetic  markers"  and/or  any  other  other  measure 
of  a persons  "Indian-ness"  are  as  solid  as  smoke.  By  seducing  individual 
Indians,  Indian  families  and/or  the  Nations  those  families  form,  to  come 
stand  on  such  false,  artificially  constructed  foundations  in  order  to 
"help  Indian  Nations  define  themselves  more  clearly",  those  that  fall  for 
such  a trap  find  that  they  no  longer  stand  on  solid  ground.  The  confusion 
sown  by  this  evil  & destructive  whirlwind  of  man-made  labels  causes 
division  & brings  quarrels  & breaks  the  circle,  the  hoop  that  is  the 
essence  & heart  of  all  the  Nations,  & of  all  the  families  that  form  those 
Nations.  Using  such  talk  plays  right  into  the  hands  of  the  powers  that  are 
still  just  as  committed  to  rubbing  out  the  Nations  as  Custer  & Cortez 
were,  because  getting  Indian  people  to  think  of  themselves  as  "a  race" 
will  destroy  them  as  surely  as  smallpox  & bullets  could. 

Prior  to  1930-1950,  there  never,  ever  was  any  "racism"  in  ANY  society  of 
ANY  of  the  Nations  in  the  Americas.  I could  write  several  volumes  of  proof 
of  that  FACT,  but  to  keep  it  brief,  let  me  borrow  the  words  of  Ward 
Churchill  from  his  book,  "Struggle  for  the  Land:  Indigenous  Resistance  to 
Genocide,  Ecocide  and  Expropriation  in  Contemporary  North  America."  (from 
p420-421  in  edition  published  by  'Between  The  Lines'  Toronto,  Canada, 1992) 
(inserts  & emphasis  are  mine  save  for  one  instance.) 

" ...  there  really  is  no  indication  of  racism  in  traditional  Indian 
societies.  To  the  contrary,  the  [factual/historical]  record  reveals  that 
Indians  habitually  INTERMARRIED  between  groups,  and  frequently  ADOPTED 
both  children  and  adults  from  other  groups.  This  occurred  in  precontact 
times  between  Indians,  AND  the  practice  was  broadened  to  include  those  of 
both  African  and  European  origin  - and  ultimately  Asian  origin  as  well  - 
once  contact  occurred.  Those  who  were  naturalized  BY  MARRIAGE  OR  ADOPTION 
were  [and  are]  considered  members  of  the  group  [family/Nation],  pure  and 
simple.  This  was  [and  IS]  always  the  [real,  authentic,  traditional]  Indian 
view.  The  Europeans  and  subsequent  Euroamerican  settlers  saw  things  rather 
differently,  however,  and  foisted  the  notion  that  Indian  identity  should 
be  determined  primarily  by  "blood  quantum"  an  outrigh 


From  gans@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  5 22:32:18  1998 
Date:  Tue,  3 Feb  1998  20:45:05  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.006 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L  & Minn-Ind  lists;  UUCP  email; 
NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 


IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"As  long  as  eagles  fly,  so  shall  we.  The  eagle  is  the  most  revered 
animal  in  traditional  Native  cultures  of  the  Northern  and  Southern 
Plains,  Great  Lakes  regions,  and  the  Upper  and  Lower  Plateau  Regions. 

The  power  that  makes  the  eagle  so  extraordinary  is  its  interconnectedness 
between  land  and  air.  The  eagle  is  very  special  because  it  is  known  as 


a two-world  walker,  it  has  the  capabilities  of  traveling  from  this  world 
to  the  spirit  world  and  back  again.  Our  children  of  today  are  also  very 
special  because  they  have  to  be  two-world  walkers.  They  must  have  the 
knowledge  base  of  Western  (European)  culture  while  holding  on  to  their 
traditional  lessons  as  well." 

_ lason  Stark,  Chippewa,  Turtle  Mountain  Band 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Much  of  this  issue  is  dedicated  to  the  resumed  slaughter  of  Yellow 
Stone  National  Park  Buffalo.  Please  don't  just  scan  through  the  messages. 
Read  them  in  order.  I have  attempted  to  keep  them  in  chronological  order, 
as  unnatural  as  that  is. 

What  you  will  see  is  two  things. 

The  first  is  the  senselessness  of  the  hysteria  surrounding  the  Montana 
Department  of  Livestock's  (DOL's)  absolute  insistence  this  is  necessary  to 
protect  Montana  cattle,  though  there  is  not  one  documented  case  of 
brucellosis  passing  from  bison  to  cattle. 

The  second  is  the  layer  upon  layer  of  misinformation  (lies!).  In  spite 
of  resolute  denial  a kill  was  planned  and  that  the  dump  would  be  used  for 
that  purpose,  three  cows  and  three  calves  were  slaughtered  in  the  dump. 

And  the  people  who  do  this  wonder  why  we  don't  trust  them. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Date:  98-01-27  22:56:23  EST 
From:  Double  L k 

It  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  report  the  passing  of  Audrey  lackson,  an 
elder  from  White  Earth,  Minnesota.  She  died  this  morning  after  a battle 
with  cancer  of  the  throat.  I find  it  necessary  to  introduce  everyone  I 
come  into  contact  with  to  her,  she  was  and  will  continue  to  be  a great 
force  in  the  struggle  for  inmate  freedom  to  practice  in  our  ancient  and 
sacred  ways. 

She  was  a tiny  woman  with  a huge  heart  and  a will  of  iron.  The  first  time 
I ever  spoke  with  her,  she  called  me  at  my  office  and  said  that  she  was 
aware  that  the  lawsuit  had  been  filed  on  behalf  of  the  inmates  of  the 
Stillwater  Facility  in  Stillwater,  Minnesota.  Her  next  comment  was;  "how 
can  I help"?  She  began  working  at  that  moment  and  worked  until  she  was 
too  weak  to  work  any  more. 

Every  gathering  for  the  past  2 years  could  guarantee  a blanket  dance  for 
our  brothers.  There  were  raffles  and  other  fundraising  that  she  continued 
to  do.  She  badgered  people  into  showing  up  and  cooking  for  events. 

It  was  her  wish  and  mine  that  she  would  live  to  see  the  lawsuit  settled 
and  hear  the  drum...  she  will  be  ever  with  us  through  the  struggle.  I will 
miss  my  adopted  mother. 


Date:  Sat,  31  Ian  1998  08:13:15  +0000 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps"  < joedon@woptura . com> 


GALLUP,  N.M.  (AP)  - Carl  Gorman,  a ''Code  Talker' ' who  helped  America's 
allies  communicate  during  World  War  II  by  encoding  military  secrets  in  his 
Navajo  language,  died  of  cancer  Thursday.  He  was  90. 

Gorman,  a teacher  and  artist  acclaimed  throughout  the  Navajo  Nation  and 
the  American  Indian  art  world,  was  among  the  first  soldiers  recruited  for 
the  Code  Talkers  in  1942.  The  Dapanese  never  cracked  the  Navajo  code,  hidden 
as  it  was  within  their  language.  Bird  names  were  used  to  identify  aircraft, 
fish  for  ships. 


Date:  Sat,  31  lan  1998  01:59:46  GMT 
From:  rnbowlkr@teleport . com  (Arlie  Neskahi) 


Today  my  father,  Allan  Neskahi,  Dr.,  a great  father,  grandfather, 
spiritual  leader,  and  known  to  many  of  the  Native  Nations  as  a wonderful 
powwow  MC,  passed  on  to  the  next  world. 

He  is  survived  by  myself  and  my  brothers  and  sisters; 

Art  Neskahi;  Shiprock,  New  Mexico 
Cheryl  Neskahi;  Crownpoint,  New  Mexico 
Allen  Carl  Neskahi  III;  Seattle,  WA 
Arlie  Neskahi;  Portland,  OR 
Aaron  Neskahi;  Yukaipa,  CA 
Carol  Neskahi;  Seattle,  WA 

He  was  proceeded  in  death  by  his  wife  and  three  sons; 


Albert  Neskahi 
Alroy  Neskahi 
Andrew  Neskahi 
Mary  Neskahi 


Dec  1979 
Oct  1983 
Dec  1976 
Dun  1994 


I am  glad  my  dad  no  longer  has  to  suffer,  I and  my  dear  family  will  miss 
him  greatly.  We  have  big  shoes  to  fill.  He  can  rest  now  from  all  the  work 
he  accomplished  here  on  Mother  Earth.  His  words  echo  in  my  mind...  And  his 
courage  fortifies  me  in  the  face  of  adversity. 

Funeral  services  will  be  announced  via  this  newsgroup.  Please  pass  the 
word  as  my  father  had  so  many  friends  throughout  the  Native  Nations  of  both 
the  US  & Canada. 

I want  to  say  thank  you  to  all  who  met  and  shook  hands  with  my  dad.  You 
made  his  life  here  on  Mother  Earth  a wonderful  adventure.  Thank  You  for 
treating  him  with  respect  and  friendship. 

Walk  in  Beauty, 

Arlie  Neskahi 
rnbowlkr@teleport . com 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : Buffalo  Alert"  - 

Date:  Wed,  28  Ian  1998  17:58:07  -0600 
From:  Ilze  A Choi  <izc@earthlink. net> 

Subj : Buffalo  Alert 

UUCP  email 

Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom . com>  writes: 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder  called  and  said  the  Montana  Dept  of  Livestock 
has  contacted  the  West  Yellowstone  Dump  and  asked  them  to  clear  them  a 
spot  for  buffalo  remains,  which  means  they're  planning  a kill. 

They're  phone  number  at  DOL  is  406-444-2023 

It  is  critical  that  this  be  addressed  immediately . >>>> 

Forward  this  to  all  and  urge  people  to  call  the  DOL  in  protest>>> 


I just  called  (5:45  cst)  and  was  told  they  have  no  plans  for  a killing 
now.  There  were  2 bison  shot  because  snowmobilers  ran  into  them  and  had 
to  be  hospitalized.  When  I remarked  that  snowmobilers  should  not  be 
racing  around  in  the  buffalo's  area,  I was  told  that  the  surrounding 
communities  depend  on  the  income  from  snowmobilers. 

I asked  why  not  let  the  Indians  manage  the  buffalo.  The  answer  was  that 
they  had  not  contacted  DOL  re  this  but  that  a non-Indian  organization, 
Buffalo  Nations  was  working  in  the  area,  hazing  the  buffalo,  and 
interfering  the  Park  Service. 

I told  the  lady  to  please  work  with  the  Indian  people  to  solve  the 
problem. 

Ilze 


- Native  Prisoner 

- Spiritual  Rights  at  Stillwater 

- Poem:  My  Name  is  Misty 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


"RE;  The  Day  After"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Ian  1998  13:02:42  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom.com> 

Subj : The  day  after 

Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom . com>  writes: 

This  will  appear  in  the  next  issue  of  Wotanging  Ikche.  It  may 
give  you  some  perspective  if  you  called  the  Montana  DOL  and  got 
a "not  happening"  response  to  the  alert  I posted  yesterday. 

http : //www. nanews . org  gars@netcom . com 

Murder  in  Montana 

Today  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  deliberately  shot  killed  3 
Buffalo  Cows  and  their  3 baby  calves.  Two  were  radio  collared. 

Mike  Mease,  co  founder  of  Buffalo  Nations,  was  arrested  for  simple 
trespassing  and  obstruction.  He  is  in  the  county  jail  at  Bozeman  Mt. 

He  is  at  Galletin  County  3ail  406-582-2130 

A teenager,  Corey  Mascio  from  New  Hampshire,  was  also  arrested  for 
obstruction.  He  drove  his  snowmobile  between  the  Buffalo  and  the  DOL  guns, 
trying  to  protect  the  three  calves  and  their  mothers. 

This  brings  to  date  a total  of  5 arrested  so  far  in  attempts  to  protect 
the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  herd,  who  are  being  shot  down  as  they  wander  off 
National  Park  Service  lands,  in  search  of  food. 

These  young  volunteer  men  and  women  are  up  before  dawn  to  their  posts 
guarding  the  buffalo ...  every  day,  despite  the  weather.  They're  out  now  in 
frigid  temperatures  for  6 hours  at  a time.  They  do  this  every  single  day. 
Young  warriors  on  snowmobiles  with  two  way  radios  who  receive  no  pay  but 


the  satisfaction  of  standing  up  for  what  they  belief. 

"You  never  get  used  to  it.  It's  a shock.  The  buffalo  are  victims  of 
pathological  politics.  The  DOL  were  shooting,  laughing  and  taunting. 

The  babies  were  so  small  I could  hold  their  little  horns  in  my  hand." 
sobbed  Lakota  co-founder,  Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  who  is  onsite. 

Mike  Mease,  who  was  trying  to  film  the  shoot,  was  physically  detained  and 
restrained  from  filming  before  he  was  arrested.  His  video  camera  was 
confiscated . 

Sheriff  Bob  Pierson  sarcastically  called  the  Buffalo  Nations  group, 
"Environmental  Terrorists".  If  you  disagree,  please  call  Sheriff  Pierson 
with  your  comments  at  406-646-9307. 

Help  is  urgently  needed  from  all  People.  This  is  not  merely  a issue  of 
saving  the  last  free  roaming  herd  of  Bison  in  the  United  States,  but  a 
bigger  one  of  standing  up  against  a governmental  entity  who  laughs  and 
taunts  as  they  shoot.  More  importantly,  it  is  standing  up  for  the 
Spiritual  rights  of  First  Nations  who  consider  these  Buffalo  as  sacred. 

Get  on  the  phones ...  call  your  local  newspapers  and  Congressmen.  Insist  on 
a investigation! 

For  those  taxpayers  who  might  be  interested .. .You ' ve  lost  another  $18,000 
of  your  tax  dollars  today. 

Total  tax  dollar  loss  to  date:  $331,500. 

Is  anybody  paying  attention  out  there? 

Demand  an  accountability  from  the  Dept,  of  Livestock  where  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  these  dead  Buffalo  are  going.  What  you're  going  to  be 
told  is  the  money  is  going  into  the  DOL  coffers  under  "travel  expense." 

The  slaughtered  buffalo  are  being  processed  by  Mac  Correlli,  owner  of  C&C 
Meats  slaughterhouse  in  Sheridan  at  406-842-5565 

There  is  no  evidence  that  sealed  bids  were  obtained,  as  required  by 
federal  and  state  laws  to  process  these  buffalo.  Nor  were  tribes  offered 
the  opportunity  to  process  them. 

Montana  Dept,  of  Livestock:  406-444-2023 
Buffalo  Nations:  406-646-0070 
Fax:  406-646-0071 

"RE : Buffalo  Media  Release"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Han  1998  16:20:12  +0000 

From:  Barbara  Wolf  <bjwolf@rochester.infi.net> 

Subj : Buffalo  Media  Release 

UUCP  email 

Hello. 

A news  release  just  faxed  from  the  Department  of  Livestock, 

Helena,  Montana. 

January  29,  1998 
Contact:  Laurence  Petersen 
Phone:  406-444-2023 
Fax:  406-444-1929 

BISON  REMOVAL  OPERATION 
Location:  West  Yellowstone,  Montana 
Date:  January  29,  1998 

Three  bison  cows  (one  was  a known  test  positive,  high-risk  animal  as  per 
information  provided  by  USDA-APHIS),  two  bison  bulls,  and  one  bison 
heifer  (all  untested,  high-risk  animals)  were  shot  East  of  Horse  Butte. 

All  animals  were  from  a known  Brucellosis  positive  herd  and  were 
considered  to  be  exposed  to  Brucellosis. 

The  carcasses  were  donated  to  the  members  of  the  Chippewa  Tribe 
for  use  in  their  charitable  programs. 

The  removals  were  conducted  under  the  Interim  Bison  Management  Plan  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  brucellosis  and  maintain  the  Brucellosis  Free 
Status  of  the  State  of  Montana. 


Gary  Night  Owl,  you  have  Laurence  Petersen's  phone  number. 


I phoned  that  number  this  morning  and  no  one  answered. 

So  I phoned  the  other  number  and  that  is  how  I reached 
the  Dept,  of  Livestock  people. 

This  is  my  understanding:  To  date  there  has  been  no  known  spread  of 
brucellosis  from  bison  to  cattle.  A forced  contamination  was 
produced  at  a Texas  university  lab. 

The  area  in  question  is  relatively  free  of  cattle  except  in  the  summer 
months  when  about  300  cattle  are  put  there  for  grazing  purposes. 

The  bison/cattle  contamination  uproar  is  political. 

Barbara  Wolf 

"RE:  3 Calves  and  Their  Mothers"  

Date:  Fri,  30  Ian  1998  13:24:47  -0500 
From:  3 Boucher  <sunfox@capecod . net> 

Subj : Old  News/New  News 

UUCP  email 

Subject:  3 Yellowstone  buffalo  calves  and  their  mothers  shot  and 
tossed  in  dump  (for  immediate  release)  (WWW) 

Date:  Fri,  30  Ian  1998  10:13:36  -0700 

From:  buffalo  folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

DOL  CONTINUES  INDISCRIMINATE  SLAUGHTER 
SIX  BISON  KILLED:  TWO  WEARING  RADIO  COLLARS 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  January  29,  1998 
Media  Contact:  Sue  Nackoney  , (406)  646-0070 

PRESS  CONFERENCE  TO  FOLLOW: 

Michael  Mease 
Friday,  January  30 
11:00  am 

Emerson  Cultural  Center,  Weaver  Room 
111  S.  Grand  Ave 
Bozeman,  MT 

Thursday,  January  29,  the  Department  of  Livestock  continued  its  violent 
slaughter  of  the  West  Yellowstone  Bison.  At  dawn,  the  DOL  shot  a group  of 
six  bison  on  Horse  Butte;  three  calves  and  their  mothers.  Two  of  the 
females  were  radio-collared  by  Yellowstone  wildlife  biologists  for 
migration  pattern  research.  These  buffalo  had  roamed  Horse  Butte  for  the 
last  two  months. 

Although  Buffalo  Nations  volunteers  patrolled  before  daylight  on 
snowmobiles  and  skis,  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  drove  in  on 
snowmobiles  and  killed  in  the  fog  at  daybreak.  During  the  shooting,  Corey 
Mascio,  a 17  year  old  volunteer  from  New  Hampshire,  was  arrested  and 
charged  with  obstruction  when  he  tried  to  protect  the  female  bison  and 
their  calves  by  placing  himself  between  them  and  the  Department  of 
Livestock's  guns.  Buffalo  Nations  co-founder  Mike  Mease  was  physically 
detained  when  he  attempted  to  video-tape  the  slaughter  and  later  was 
arrested  for  trying  to  document  the  disposal  of  the  carcasses  at  the  dump. 
Both  were  transported  to  Bozeman. 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  Lakota  activist  and  co-founder  of  Buffalo 
Nations,  and  other  members  of  the  buffalo  protection  team  were  on  the 
scene.  Little  Thunder  said,  "It  is  just  as  shocking  as  last  year."  She 
said  the  dead  bison  were  "innocent  victims  of  pathological  politics". 

The  DOL  claimed  they  were  turning  the  carcasses  over  to  Native  Americans 
but  there  were  none  present  when  the  carcasses  were  taken  to  the  city  dump 
This  kill  took  place  just  a week  after  the  DOL  baited  nine  bison  with 
hay  and  trapped  them  in  the  capture  facility.  All  nine  were  bulls.  Five  of 
the  bulls  were  sent  to  slaughter. 

The  DOL  is  continuing  to  use  the  brucellosis  issue  to  justify  their 
killing,  although  there  has  never  been  a documented  case  of  these  bison 
transmitting  the  disease  to  cattle  in  the  wild.  In  a recent  meeting  in 
West  Yellowstone,  Yellowstone  Park  Wildlife  Biologist  John  Mac  stated  that 


under  the  current  Interim  Bison  Plan,  the  DOL  has  inappropriate 
opportunities  to  kill  bison.  "There  has  never  been  a documented  case  of  a 
bull  bison  transmitting  brucellosis,"  he  said.  "And  there's  certainly  no 
need  to  be  killing  calves  and  yearlings  when  it's  impossible  for  them  to 
transmit  the  virus." 

Recently,  APHIS  stated  that  they  will  not  revoke  Montana's  brucellosis- 
free  status  if  Montana  tolerates  the  presence  of  bull  bison  in  the  state 
up  to  60  days  prior  to  the  return  of  cattle.  This  supports  the  statements 
of  Virginia  Ravndal,  a wildlife  biologist  contracted  by  NPS  for  study  on 
the  cultural/social  impact  of  the  bison  management  plan,  in  a recent 
article  that  "The  killing  of  Yellowstone  bison  by  the  Montana  DOL  is,  in 
large  part,  a form  of  retaliation  and  a manifestation  of  hostility  by  the 
Western  livestock  industry  towards  the  federal  government  and  the 
environmental  movement.  The  livestock  industry  is  engaged  in  the  'War  of 
the  West,'  and  this  is  the  'Battle  of  Brucellosis.'  It's  not  about  the 
disease,  it's  about  bison,  and  about  grass,  and  about  feeling  threatened. 
The  disease  is  merely  a convenient  excuse  to  kill  bison." 

Timothy  Kills  In  Water,  Little  Thunder's  grandson,  watched  the  early 
morning  scene  through  streaming  tears.  His  only  comment  was  "They're  just 
dragging  them  around  with  snowmobiles." 

Voice  your  outrage  to  the  Montana  DOL's  very  own  Director,  Larry  Petersen 
at  406-  444-  2023.  We  forced  them  to  shut  down  their  phone  lines  today, 
let's  do  it  everyday! 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buff alo@wildrockies . org 

"RE : Voice  Your  Outrage"  — - 

Date:  Fri,  30  Ian  1998  16:00:37  -0500 

From:  buffalo@wildrockies.org  (Buffalo  Nations) 

Subj : Voice  your  outrage  over  the  slaughter 

UUCP  email 

VOICE  YOUR  OUTRAGE  OVER  THE  CONTINUING  SLAUGHTER  OF  OUR  LAST  WILD  BISON! 

The  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  has  killed  11  of  Yellowstone's  bison  so 
far  this  year.  They  are  prepared  to  kill  more,  and  it  is  apparent  that  no 
lessons  have  been  learned  after  last  year's  slaughter  of  nearly  1,100 
bison . 

Every  time  Montana  kills  buffalo,  call  the  state  and  demand  to  know  how 
many  buffalo  they  killed,  where,  and  why.  Did  the  buffalo  test  positive  for 
brucellosis?  Voice  your  opinion  about  their  actions. 

So  far  the  state  of  Montana  has  killed  buffalo  with  no  accountability  for 
their  actions.  It  is  time  to  hold  them  responsible.  Call  often,  and  spread 
the  word  to  others. 

Mt.  Department  of  Livestock,  Veterinary-406/444-2043 
Tourism  Bureau-  1-800-  548-3390 

Governor  Marc  Raciot-  406/444-3111  or  email  momholt-mason@mt.gov 
Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buff alo@wildrockies . org 

"RE;  Buffalo  Letter"  

Date:  Sat,  31  Ian  1998  19:43:01  -0500 
From:  jsmith  < jans@atlcom . net> 

Subj:  From  Rosalie  (fwd) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  


Opinion . 

By<P>Virginia  Ravndal 
01/30/1998 


Letter:  Maybe  DOL  hasn't  studied  issue 

Many  of  the  1,084  bison  killed  last  winter  were  bulls.  All  of  the  bison 
baited  into  a Department  of  Livestock  trap  and  sent  to  slaughter  last  week 
were  bulls. 

Maybe  the  DOL  hasn't  read  the  report  on  the  risk  bull  bison  pose  to 
cattle;  a report  prepared  by  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Interagency  Brucellosis 
Committee  (GYIBC),  an  entity  comprised  of  representatives  from  their  own 
outfit  and  five  other  government  agencies.  The  report  reviewed  all  studies 
on  the  subject,  going  back  to  1926.  A substantial  amount  of  research  was 
done  to  determine  if  bulls  could  transmit  the  disease  during  breeding. 
According  to  the  report,  in  all  the  studies  "there  is  not  one  reported 
incident  of  brucellosis  transmission  through  normal  coitus  by  an  infected 
bull." 

The  only  other  way  bulls  could,  in  theory,  transmit  the  disease  is  by 
shedding  the  Brucella  bacteria  in  semen.  Back  in  1962,  someone  in  India 
proposed  that  semen  dripping  onto  the  ground  from  bulls  might  contaminate 
pastures  and  infect  animals  who  ingested  the  grass.  Studies  proved  this 
wrong.  And  the  GYIBC  report  clearly  states,  "There  is  no  confirmed  report 
of  infection  following  contamination  of  food  or  water  by  a bull  in  either 
cattle  or  bison." 

The  DOL,  ignoring  the  science  (some  of  which  they  sponsored)  which 
indicates  that  bulls  don't  transmit  the  disease,  continues  to  insist  that 
bulls  be  killed.  Why  are  these  animals  that  clearly  pose  no  risk  to  anyone 
being  killed?  Will  the  carcasses  of  these  bison  be  auctioned  off  like  those 
last  year,  advertised  with  a stamp  across  their  bodies  as  "Property  of  the 
Department  of  Livestock"?  How  much  will  the  DOL  make  from  slaughtering  our 
natural  heritage  this  year? 

Virginia  Ravndal 

Box  364 

Gardiner 


"RE : Bozeman  Press  Conference"  

Date:  Sat,  31  Ian  1998  17:30:56  -0500 

From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies .org> 

Subj : Bozeman  Press  Conference 

UUCP  email 

I went  to  Bozeman  today  for  a press  conference  and  for  provisions.  Timmy 
was  heartsick  about  Mike  and  wanted  to  check  on  him.  He  was  released  on 
bond  and  goes  to  court  clear  in  April.  He  pleaded  not  guilty  and  requested 
a jury  trial.  He  just  rode  into  the  dump  area,  following  the  DOL  and  dead 
buffalo  and  was  arrested  for  obstruction. 

The  dump  operator  is  super  friendly  and  was  pretty  mad  about  what  happened 
there.  He's  letting  us  do  ceremony  for  the  calves  and  offer  them  back  to 
the  Earth.  I'm  not  sure  on  how  to  do  that  but  I'll  figure  it  out  as  I go 
along!  Mike  will  get  you  stills  of  the  video  of  the  dumpster  & remains.  I 
can't  watch  it  yet. 

These  volunteers  are  emotionally  drained,  but  holding  together.  That's  the 
story  that  also  needs  to  get  out... the  dedication  of  these  people. . .after 
the  kill,  they  stayed  out  there  all  day  watching  the  rest  of  the  buffalo 
and  when  some  were  too  close  to  the  capture  facility,  they  stayed  out  all 
night  too!  Bozeman  Chronicle  (reporter  is  DOL  friendly)  called  them 
20-year-old  hippies,  DOL  is  accusing  them  of  being  irresponsible  radicals, 
etc.  Few  letters  to  the  editor  of  the  chronicle  would  help.  I'll  email  you 
address  AM.  The  woodstove  is  out  and  I'm  tired.  We're  well-fed  and 
comfortable  otherwise.  Kids  are  ok  but  a pat  on  the  back  from  you  might 
bolster  their  spirits.  They  understand  Mom's  absence  and  have  sent 
encouraging  word. 

Buffalo  Nations 


PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buff alo@wildrockies . org 

"RE ; The  Truth"  

Date:  Sat,  31  lan  1998  19:32:33  -0500 
From:  jsmith  < jans@atlcom . net> 

Subj : The  Truth 

After  hearing  conflicting  stories  about  whether  Chippewa  people  came  to 
butcher  the  slaughtered  bison  cows  and  calves  or  whether  they  were 
disposed  of  in  a dumpster  (Mike  Mease  of  Buffalo  Nations  was  arrested 
and  his  camera  confiscated  allegedly  while  trying  to  capture  the 
disposal  process  on  videotape),  I asked  Buffalo  Nations  for 
clarification.  This  is  their  reply.  I had  also  mentioned  to  them  that 
the  DOL  had  been  telling  callers  before  the  kill  that  no  kill  was 
planned  and  the  space  was  requested  for  snowmobile  kills.  Sue,  at 
Buffalo  Nations,  obviously  agrees  with  me  about  this  one.  It's  not  even 
a good  lie. 


Date:  Sat,  31  lan  1998  17:31:34  -0500 
To:  jans@atlcom.net 

From:  buffalo@wildrockies.org  (Buffalo  Nations) 

Subj:  Clarification 

lanet- 

The  buffalo  were  butchered  at  the  dump  and  the  meat  was  taken  by  some 
Chippewa  people,  but  the  hides  and  heads  were  left  in  the  dumpster. 

I can't  believe  they  said  the  buffalo  were  run  over  by  snowmobiles-  I 
guess  they  have  no  problem  lying  at  any  and  every  turn. 

Thanks  for  your  support. 

Sue 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buff alo@wildrockies . org 

"RE;  Buffalo  Kill  Timeline"  

Date:  Sun,  1 Feb  1998  22:05:15  -0500 

From:  buffalo@wildrockies .org  (Buffalo  Nations) 

Subj:  Buffalo  Kill  Timeline 

UUCP  email 

This  is  Rosalie.  This  is  what  happened  on  this  end.  We  received  a call  the 
night  before  the  kill.  DOL  had  contacted  the  Eco-West  dump  and  requested  a 
dumpster  to  be  prepared  for  buffalo  remains.  Brooke  called  DOL  and  was  told 
that  there  was  a snowmobile  accident  and  DOL  had  to  shoot  two  bison. 

In  the  foggy  twilight  the  next  morning,  DOL  shot  three  calves  and  their 
mothers.  Buffalo  Nations  skiers  were  witness  to  the  kill.  Corey  Mascio  was 
arrested  when  he  drove  his  snowmobile  between  the  buffalo  and  the  guns  in  a 
valiant  effort  to  protect  them. 

Mike  Mease,  co-founder  of  Buffalo  Nations  was  at  the  scene,  but  physically 
detained  from  documenting  the  actions  on  film.  When  leremy  and  I arrived, 
the  DOL  were  still  dragging  the  dead  bodies  in  with  snowmobiles  and  loading 
them  on  the  trailer,  leremy  and  I managed  a brief  prayer  and  song  before 
they  were  transported  to  the  dump.  Mease  was  arrested  at  the  dump  when  he 
followed  them  in  and  attempted  to  film  and  was  charged  with  obstruction. 

His  only  crime  was  to  insist  that  he  had  a right  to  be  there.  He  knew  the 


dump  operator,  had  permission  to  be  on  the  property  and  is  a member  of  the 
press . 

Later,  Buffalo  Nations  volunteers  found  and  filmed  the  remains  of  the 
calves  in  the  dumpster. 

A Bozeman  Chronicle  article  showed  photographs  of  the  tribal  members  at 
the  dump,  butchering.  This  is  standard  practice  of  DOL  to  call  in  the  media 
to  show  tribal  members  butchering  the  carcasses.  The  Chronicle  reporter  was 
allowed  in  the  dump  while  Mease  was  arrested. 

The  awful  fact  remains  that  DOL  continues  its  needless  killing.  These  six 
buffalo  were  in  the  area  for  more  than  two  months.  There  were  no  cattle  in 
the  area  to  be  contaminated.  The  excuses  are  worn  thin.  These  mothers  and 
their  calves  were  killed  out  of  hate  and  spite. 

Clarification:  On  Ian.  22,  five  were  shipped  to  slaughter.  Those  shipped 
live  to  slaughter  are  auctioned.  DOL  does  not  request  media  attention  when 
they  capture  and  ship  buffalo  to  slaughter  or  to  the  auctions.  When  buffalo 
are  killed  in  the  field,  then  Native  Americans  (and  the  media)  are  called 
in . 

There  were  scores  of  DOL  snowmobiles  in  the  area  throughout  the  rest  of 
that  day.  Our  full  crew  was  out  before  daylight  and  throughout  the  rest  of 
the  day.  Some  of  these  same  volunteers  stayed  with  some  vulnerable  buffalo 
throughout  the  night.  We've  lost  11  buffalo  now. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buff alo@wildrockies . org 

"RE : Buffalo  Kill  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  2 Feb  1998  17:54:26  -0500 

From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies .org> 

Subj : Buffalo  Kill  Update 

Correction:  At  the  time  we  sent  information,  the  carcasses  were  transported 
into  the  dump,  Mike  Mease  was  arrested  for  entering  the  facility,  and  gates 
were  locked.  From  an  article  and  photo  in  the  Bozeman  Chronicle,  the  Little 
Shell  Chippewa  people  took  the  meat.  Calf  heads  and  hides  were  found  in  the 
dumpster. 

Mac  Corelli  did  transport  5 live  bulls  to  be  slaughtered  earlier  (Dan. 22). 
As  of  this  writing,  all  Buffalo  Nations  volunteers  are  out  in  the  field. 
Earlier,  some  buffalo  were  seen  near  the  capture  facility  and  DOL  in  the 
area.  More  will  die  today  or  tomorrow.  Their  determination  to  kill  is 
scary! 

There's  a lot  of  DOL  activity  again  at  the  capture  facility  with  lots  of 
law  enforcement  around  to  protect  the  killers.  They're  preparing  to  kill 
again ! ! ! ! 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buff  alo(3wildrockies . org 

"RE;  Yellowstone  Wolves  In  Danger"  

Date:  Mon,  02  Feb  1998  18:10:36  -0800 
From:  Debbi  McDonough  <nhwolf@lr.net> 

Subj : Yellowstone  Wolves  In  Danger 

UUCP  email 

Hello  Gary, 

It  certainly  seems  like  our  government  is  hell  bent  on  destroying  OUR 
wildlife.  On  Dec. 12th,  a Wyoming  U.S.  District  Court  Judge  ruled  that 


the  Yellowstone  neintroduction  is  illegal  and  that  the  wolves  must  be 
"removed" . 

This  ruling  was  a result  of  a lawsuit  filed  by  the  American  Farm 
Bureau.  The  ruling  has  been  put  on  hold  pending  an  appeal  by  the  Dept, 
of  Interior,  Defenders  of  Wildlife,  and  the  National  Wildlife 
Federation.  If  Dudge  Downes'  ruling  is  not  overturned  this  most  likely 
means  that  the  wolves  will  be  ordered  shot. 

There  are  currently  about  165  wolves.  If  this  slaughter  is  allowed  to 
happen,  this  will  be  the  second  time  this  century  that  our  government 
has  sanctioned  a slaughter  of  the  Yellowstone  wolves!! 

If  you  haven't  already,  could  you  mention  this  in  your  newsletter.  We 
need  to  save  both  the  bison  and  the  wolves. 

Thank  you.  For  more  info  about  this  check  out  these  sites. 

http : //www . nawa . org/ 

http : //www. ye llowstone-natl- park. com/wolf news . htm 
Peace- 

Debbi  McDonough, 

New  Hampshire  Wolf  Alliance 

"RE : Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash"  

Date:  Tue,  27  lan  1998  09:55:48  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Subj : THANKS-ANNA  MAE  PICTOU-AQUASH 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

This  is  a continuing  request  to  join  our  e-mail  campaign  in  regarding 
justice  for  my  cousin.  I want  to  personally  thank  the  people  worldwide  who 
have  answered  my  call.  I want  to  thank  Iordan  S.  Dill  and  Bo  Demeler  for 
the  use  of  their  web  pages  and  creating  the  opportunity  to  get  my 
information  worldwide.  I want  to  thank  Paul  Demain,  NFIC,  and  Gary  Smith 
(Wotanging  Ikche)  (ALWAYS  REMEMBER  THESE  FOLKS,  THEY  HANDLED  THIS  INFO 
WHEN  OTHERS  DIDN'T  DARE)  . 

I want  to  complement  the  work  of  Vernon  Foster  and  Andy  Mader  of  Arizona 
Aim  , to  me  , their  chapter  represents  what  AIM  is  all  about,  ANNA  MAE 
would  be  proud.  I want  to  thank  them  and  Bobby  Castillo,  International 
Spokesperson  for  Leonard  Peltier,  another  person  that  gives  it  all.  These 
hero's  have  given  me  a stage  to  speak  and  I appreciate  it.  I do  not  work 
directly  with  any  of  these  people,  but  I call  them  friends. 

I want  to  thank  Senator  Tom  Daschle  of  South  Dakota  for  making  a stand 
with  us  and  I have  made  a request  of  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  to  do 
the  same.  Things  are  moving  and  they  will  not  stop.  I want  to  thank  the 
Canadian  Warrior  Society  and  my  Canadian  brothers  and  sisters  to  the  north 
who  continue  to  work  and  will  never  quit.  I want  to  thank  the  Society  of 
the  P.I.C.T.(  Preserve  Indigenous  Culture  and  Tradition)  for  making  a 
stand.  We  are  surrounded  by  heroes. 

I ask  everyone  to  read; 
http : //www. dick shovel . com/an na . html 
http : //www.dickshovel . com/brabnc . html 
http : //www.dickshovel . com/bral. html 
http : //www . dickshovel . com/bra2 . html 
http : //www.dickshovel . com/bra3 . html 
http : //www.dickshovel . com/bra4. html 

Remember  the  Canadian  and  American  Government's  are  working  on  Anna  Mae's 
and  Leonard's  case,  it  is  going  to  happen  Folks,  Stay  Strong,  We  Will  Win. 
Remember  Anna  Mae  has  and  would  do  this  for  us. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Anna  Mae, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 
PO  Box  681, 

Rimrock,  AZ  86335 
520-567-7229 
bbmicmac@sedona . net 

"RE;  Never  Forget  Them"  


Date:  Fri,  30  Han  1998  01:53:52  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : Old  post  #1 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Kwee  all,  while  looking  thru  old  posts  on  floppies  I've  archived  for  that 
AIM  list  of  Plastic  make-believe  medicine  men  I ran  across  a few  that 
might  bear  reposting  & will  do  so  here  from  time  to  time  if  there  are  no 
objections . . . 

This  first  one  was  when  Frosty  & I were  discussing  the  "Honor  Roll  of  Our 
Dead"  & someone  asked  for  background  on  some  of  the  names  I'd  nominated 
(of  the  1000 's  we  all  know)...  remember  some  of  these  brave  hearts  in  your 
prayers  tonight . . . 

Date:  Tue  6-22-93,  22:35 
From:  Read:  4 times 
Subj:  Mike  Iordan 

Seigo,  TEIONNION ' KWATA: SE 
You  wrote, 

"Anna  Mae  Aquash,  Johnny  Yesno,  Jason  Sumner,  Nelson  Smallegs  Jr,  Betty 
Osborne,  Leo  Lachance,  J.J.  Harper. 

Sorry  John  but  do  you  know  the  the  fact  behind  these  few  names. 

This  is  a short  list  of  names  and  I am  sure  many  more  names  can  be 
added  by  others  in  this  Net.  Some  of  the  stories  would  bring  angry  and 
tears  even  to  the  strongest  man  and  woman." 

I shall  start  with  the  last  & work  my  way  back  to  the  one  most 
heart  wrenching  to  me  personally.  There  may  be  mistakes  as  to  location  or 
date,  but  that  is  my  memory  these  days.  Perhaps  I have  seen  too  much... 

J.J.  Harper  was  a leader  among  the  Nations  in  Manitoba,  a Cree.  He  was 
accosted  by  a Winnipeg  police  constable  and  shot  to  death  as  they  grappled 
on  the  ground.  J.J.  was  walking  home  through  his  neighborhood  in  broad 
daylight  when  the  police  cruiser  stopped  next  to  him.  The  constable  later 
tried  to  explain  why  he'd  stopped  J.J.  by  saying  he  was  looking  for  a car 
thief  that  had  been  reported  as  just  making  off  with  a car.  J.J.  was 
walking  along  the  sidewalk  blocks  away  from  the  car-theft  scene,  and 
besides,  the  thief  had  been  described  as  a "white  male,  6'  to  6' 3",  approx 
150-160  lbs,  wearing  blue  jeans,  a black  T-shirt  and  a black  leather 
jacket,  with  long  blonde  hair  in  a pony  tail.  J.J.  was  5"6",  weighed 
almost  200  lbs,  was  wearing  green  slacks  and  a white  sort-sleeved  shirt, 
and  had  short  black  hair  & glasses.  He  identified  himself,  grew  enraged 
when  he  saw  the  officer's  gun  drawn,  and  announced  he  was  going  home  & 
that  the  officer  could  go  "do  things  to  himself".  When  the  cop  tried  to 
trip  him  as  he  walked  away  to  "put  him  down  & cuff  him,"  for  resisting 
arrest,  J.J.  fought  back  against  the  drawn  gun  & died  on  the  spot.  When 
the  truth  about  the  shooting  came  out  at  the  Manitoba  Aboriginal  Justice 
Inquiry,  the  cop  went  on  permanent  disability  for  the  "emotional  trauma" 
and  the  Chief  of  Police  committed  suicide.  J.J.  remained  dead. 

Minnie  Sutherland  was  a Mushkegowuk  Cree  living  in  Ottawa.  She  was  run 
over  by  a hit  and  run  driver  in  Hull,  quebec  a couple  of  years  ago.  The 
cops  spotted  this,  "...obviously  drunken  Indian  " lying  in  the  middle  of 
the  street  and  did  what  any  self-respecting  quebec  cop  would  do;  they 
dragged  her  unconscious  body  over  to  the  gutter  & dropped  her  there  like  a 
sack  of  garbage.  (It's  amazing  they  didn't  pin  a ticket  to  her  chest  for 
littering  the  road.)  She  died  when  her  niece  found  her  & took  her  to 
hospital  in  a cab.  "Several"  cars  had  driven  around  her  body,  several 
"good  citizens  actually  stepped  over  her  as  she  lay  in  the  gutter  where 
the  cops  threw  her.  Her  relation  was  the  first  to  try  to  help.  The  2 cops 
involved  didn't  lose  an  hour's  pay,  (or  any  sleep)  over  this  incident. 

Leo  Lachance  was  a Cree  trapper  from  the  Prince  Albert  Tribal  Council  area 
in  Saskatchewan.  He  went  into  a gun  store  run  by  a guy  who  was  provincial 
head  of  the  white  supremacist  group,  Ayran  Nations.  The  guy  had  2 friends 
with  him  & they  started  insulting  Leo  & making  racist  remarks,  so  he  left 
them  with  a curse.  The  store  owner  put  a shot  through  the  door  with  a 


30.06,  fatally  wounding  Leo.  He  staggered  into  the  street  and  collapsed, 
dying  on  the  way  to  hospital.  The  gun  store  owner  was  charged  with 
"involuntary  homicide"  (manslaughter),  not  murder,  pleaded  guilty  & 
received  a 4 year  sentence.  It  later  became  evident  that  the  store  owner 
had  gotten  this  "deal"  because  he'd  been  a rcmp  informer  on  the  activities 
of  Ayran  Nation.  He's  out  on  parole  already,  18  mths  later. 

Helen  Betty  Osborne  was  a 15  yr  old  Cree  girl  from  Lac  La  Ronge 
Saskatchewan,  going  away  to  school  in  Prince  Albert  for  her  first  yr  at 
the  high  school  there.  She  was  grabbed  off  the  street  by  3 teenage  punks 
who  figured  she  was  "just  a squaw",  "made  for  only  one  thing".  They  took 
her  to  the  edge  of  town  and  raped  her,  then  killed  her  by  stabbing  her  59 
times  with  a screwdriver.  Within  days  the  "boys"  had  bragged  about  it  to 
the  point  that  at  least  40  adults  knew  about  it,  in  detail.  Those 
"God-fearing,  honest,  white-middle  class,  upstanding  citizens"  said  not  a 
word,  and  even  harassed  the  police  off  the  case  by  political  pressure, 
and  then  remained  silent  about  it  for  over  10  years,  until  the  publicity 
kept  up  by  Betty's  relations  across  Canada  forced  the  re-opening  of  the 
case.  One  of  the  3 punks  was  convicted...,  of  second  degree  murder,  the 
other  two,  and  the  40  "good  citizens"  who  condoned  the  rape  & murder  by 
their  silence,  remain  free.  (The  CBC  belatedly  made  a 4 hr  TV  movie 
called,  "Conspiracy  of  Silence"  out  of  this  story.  Video  tape  is 
available . ) 

Nelson  Smallegs  3r.  was  Peigan  (if  I remember  right)  and  the  Alberta  AIM 
co-ordinator  during  the  early  '70's.  He  accomplished  much  during  his  short 
life  but  finally,  overcome  by  sheer  frustration  and  constant  police 
harassment,  he  committed  suicide  in  protest  over  the  treatment  of  his 
people . 

lason  Sumner  was  a 3 yr  old  Lakota  from  the  reserve  in  Fairford,  Manitoba. 
He  was  alone  in  the  house  when  it  caught  fire.  It  was  a sunny,  windless 
day  so  the  rest  of  the  family  was  outside,  his  mother  hanging  clothes  on 
the  line.  The  fire  wasn't  that  big  but  it  cut  him  off  from  rescue.  The 
reserve  fire-truck  was  inoperable.  Funding  was  "in  the  works"  by  DIA  to 
fix  it.  They'd  asked  for  funds  to  remedy  the  problem  only  7 mths  before 
this  fire.  The  volunteer  fire  station  in  the  adjacent  town,  Gypsumville, 
always  responded  to  calls  from  the  reserve,  5 minutes  down  the  road.  They 
immediately  rushed  off  towards  the  fire  at  the  Sumner  home  the  minute  the 
call  came  in  and,  "...would  have  had  plenty  of  time  to  rescue  lason," 
according  to  the  fire-chief,  if  the  reeve  (mayor)  of  Gypsumville  had  not 
jumped  onto  the  radio  and  ordered  them  to  turn  back  & park  in  the  firehall 
because  Indian  Affairs  was  stalling  on  signing  a letter  to  the  town 
covering  insurance  for  their  equipment  while  it  was  on  duty  on  the 
reserve.  lason  Sumner,  aged  3,  died  of  uncaring  bureaucracy  & the  poor 
opinion  of  an  Indian  life  held  by  the  town  reeve. 

The  National  Film  Board  of  Canada  made  a movie  about  lohnny  Yesno  in  the 
'60's.  He  was  a 12  yr  old  member  of  the  Ansishnawbeg  Nation  in  north-central 
Ontario  who  froze  to  death  trying  to  walk  home  from  residential  school, 

300  miles  away. 

What  about  that  young  (David?)  Cross  who  was  shot  dead  in  front  of  his 
kids  in  Kahnawake  for  banging  on  a police  car  with  a broomstick.  Frosty  ? 

Do  you  recall  how  quickly  after  they  killed  him  those  2 surete  cops  were 
promoted  ? Or  were  they  "Montreal's  finest"?  I forget  the  story,  but 
recall  mainly  that  a young  Mohawk  named  Cross  was  shot  dead  for  no  reason. 

As  for  Anna  Mae's  story,  I can  only  say  that  she  was  the  most  courageous 
and  gentle  heart  it  has  ever  been  my  privilege  to  meet.  She  was  murdered 
by  goons  run  by  the  F.B.I.  in  the  aftermath  of  the  Occupation  of  Wounded 
Knee  in  '73.  Her  body  was  then  mutilated  by  the  "authorities"  in  an  effort 
to  make  her  unidentifiable.  She  was  a member  of  the  Miq'Maw  Nation  of  Nova 
Scotia.  For  details  readers  can  consult,  "IN  The  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse"  by 
Matheissen.  This  story  is  too  great  a pain  for  me  to  tell,  & I still  groan 
inside  every  time  I hear  her  name,  even  20  yrs  later. 

You  are  right.  Frosty...  There  are  many,  many  more  names  that  can  be  added 
to  this,  "Roll  of  Our  Honoured  Dead,"  and  I DO  accuse  their  killers,  and 
those  whose  silence  makes  them  accomplices  to  those  deaths,  and  I and  all 
who  can  hear  my  voice  will  NEVER  forget  them. 

Ske: nen 


In  Brotherhood . . . 


"RE : Good  News  from  Pine  Ridge"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Han  1998  05:36:45  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Jordan  S Dill  <jsd@sover . net> 

Subj : Good  news  from  Pine  Ridge! 

UUCP  email 

Ah,  yes... some  good  news  from  Pine  Ridge. . .please  visit 
chttp : //www. dicks hovel . com/lsa4 . html>  and 
<http://www.dickshovel.com/lsa5.html>. . .the  Truth  will  out! 

The  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Council  has  passed  the  Wounded  Knee  1973 
Liberation  Legislation  which  would  formally  acknowledge  the  protest  as  a 
National  Day  of  Liberation  for  Indigenous  Peoples  and  Declares  Feb.  27, 

1973  as  a National  Tribal  Floliday. 

At  a Regular  Council  meeting  held  in  the  Allen  Community  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation  on  Ian  22  1998,  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Council  passed 
legislation  Acknowledging  the  Wounded  Knee  "Liberation"  as  a historic  and 
cultural  event  which  brought  attention  to  Indian  issues  and  Indian 
sovereignty  throughout  North  America. 

RESOLUTION  OF  THE  OGLALA  SIOUX  TRIBAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  OGLALA  SIOUX  TRIBE 
PROCLAIMING  THE  DAY  OF  FEBRUARY  27,  1973  AS  A DAY  OF  LIBERATION  FOR 
INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  IN  NORTH  AMERICA,  ACKNOWLEDGING  THE  WOUNDED  KNEE 
PROTEST  AS  A HISTORIC  AND  CULTURAL  EVENT  WHICH  BROUGHT  ATTENTION  TO  INDIAN 
ISSUES  AND  INDIAN  SOVEREIGNTY  THROUGHOUT  NORTH  AMERICA. 

Whereas,  the  United  States  Congress  established  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
Reservation,  South  Dakota,  in  1839  and  has  recognized  the  Oglala  Sioux 
Tribal  Constitution  and  By-laws  since  1934  (25  U S.C  sec. 461  et.seq),  and 
Whereas,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  continuously  ruled  that  the  U.S. 
Congress  holds  a Treaty  Responsibility  over  American  Indian  people  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota,  et.al,  and 

Whereas,  on  February  26-27,  1973,  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  members  gathered  at 
the  historic  Calico  Hall  north  of  Pine  Ridge  SO.  Thereupon,  the  Oglala 
Sioux  Civil  Rights  Organization,  in  collaboration  with  the  National 
American  Indian  Movement  and  their  legal  advisers,  documented  hundreds  of 
Human  Rights  complaints  of  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  members  regarding  human 
rights  abuses  by  tribal  administrators,  and  conditions  the  people  were 
living  under . . . 

Iordan  S.  Dill 

SoVerNet,  5 Rockingham  Street,  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont  05101 
Voice  (802)  463-2111  Fax  (802)  463-2110 

"RE : Indians  Have  No  'Standing'  in  Tennessee"  

From:  tusweca@TWLakes.Net 

Date:  Fri,  30  Ian  1998  09:49:21  -0600 

Subj:  Indians  have  no  'standing'  in  Tennessee:  WalMart 

UUCP  email 

The  INTER-TRIBAL  COUNCIL 
of  the  FIVE  CIVILIZED  TRIBES 
Organized  February  3rd,  1950 

Cherokee  / Chickasaw  / Choctaw  / Muscogee  (Creek)  / Seminole 
NAGPRA  COMMITTEE 

January  20,  1998 

Chancery  Court  for  Davidson  County,  Tennessee 
Clerk  and  Master 
Room  2 

Metro  Court  House 
Nashville,  TN  37201 


RE:  :DN  Development  Company,  Inc.,  vs  UNKNOWN  DESCENDANTS  No.  97-3529.11 
To  Whom  it  May  Concern: 

On  behalf  of  the  Inter-Tribal  Council  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes 
(ITCFCT)  The  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act 
(NAGPRA)  Committee  disapprove  of  the  action  being  taken  against  the 
ancestral  human  remains  and  termination  of  our  sacred  burial  site. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  The  Chickasaw  Nation,  The  Choctaw 
Nation  of  Oklahoma,  The  Muscogee  (Creek)  Nation  of  Oklahoma  and  the 
Seminole  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  represent  over  300,000  Native  people 
nationwide,  the  largest  federally  recognized  body  of  descendants  of  the 
original  inhabitants  of  the  Southeast  region  of  the  United  States. 

These  Five  Tribes  were  forcibly  removed  from  their  homeland  in  the  early 
1800's  and  the  majority  was  sent  to  present  day  Oklahoma.  Our  ancestral 
lands  and  remains  of  our  people  were  taken  as  spoils  and  have 
historically  been  treated  in  disrespectful  manners. 

Today,  150  years  later  little  has  changed,  we  constantly  receive  reports 
of  grave  disturbances,  looting  and  terminations  of  sacred  burial  sites 
throughout  Tennessee  and  the  Southeast  Region.  We  are  never  contacted  or 
consulted  with  in  any  manner  regarding  burial  sites  and  as  a result  our 
ancestors  are  treated  as  non-humans. 

We  are  unaware  of  any  way  in  which  to  remove  these  remains  respectfully 
since  many  of,  our  cultures  have  taboos  of  defiling  or  handling  the 
dead.  Our  ancient  customs  of  not  visiting  or  maintaining  graves  is 
ignored  by  the  dominant  society,  but  we  are  compelled  by  traditions  to 
respect  and  protect  these  sacred  sites  from  disturbances.  No  one  has  the 
right  to  sell  our  ancestors. 

We  are  asking  the  courts  to  consider  our  plight  and  the  rights  of  those 
who  cannot  protect  themselves,  had  we  been  allowed  to  remain  in  our 
homeland,  we  would  protect  our  sacred  sites. 

The  ITCFCT  in  consensus  agreement  state  that  by  the  preponderance  of 
geographical,  kinship,  biological,  archaeological,  anthropological, 
linguistic,  folklore,  oral  tradition  and  historical  evidence  that  we 
share  the  Southeast  region  of  the  United  States,  which  encompasses  both 
ancestral  homelands  and  contemporary  jurisdictional  areas. 

We  have  mutually  agreed  to  promote  and  protect  the  archaeological 
artifacts,  sites  and  Human  remains  of  our  ancestors  of  the  historic  and 
prehistoric  periods  and  through  tribal  consensus  as  a means  of 
addressing  mutual  concerns  relevant  to  the  execution  of  repatriation 
issues  involving  common  boundaries  and  common  lines  of  descent  for 
affiliation  determinations. 

Furthermore,  we  tribes  have  agreed  to  support  one  another  in  our  pursuit 
of  the  repatriation  of  artifacts  and  remains  of  the  Southeast  cultures 
which  are  displayed  in  museums  or  stored  at  various  depository  locations 
through  the  utilization  of  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and 
Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA)  and  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 
Act  (NMAI  ACT)  which  recognizes  and  affirms  the  sovereignty  of  each 
member  Nation. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  reburial  practices  and  disposition  will  be 
implemented  by  each  tribe,  where  advice  and  offer  assistance  , if 
needed,  will  be  made  available  from  the  other  Southeastern  tribes. 

The  ITCFCT  will  continue  to  exercise  their  right  to  pursue  changes  in 
International,  federal  and  state  laws  to  protect  our  Indian  Traditions 
and  cultures  and  to  consult  with  federal  and  state  agencies  in  the 
repatriation,  protection  and  preservation  of  culturally  sensitive 
materials . 

We  shall  educate  the  public  regarding  the  spiritual  beliefs  of  the 
Indigenous  People  of  the  Southeast  Cultures;  as  to  eliminate  further 
spiritual  disturbances  within  the  Native  American  Community. 

We  appreciate  your  understanding  and  hope  you  will  recognize.  We  are  the 
UNKNOWN  DESCENDANTS. 

For  further  information  contact  Alan  D.  Emarthle  - Seminole  Nation  of 
Oklahoma  / Historic  Preservation  Officer  at  405/382-5194  fax 
405/382-8611  e-mail  semnathist@renet.com 
Sincerely, 

Alan  D.  Emarthle,  Chairman 


Inter-Tribal  Council  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes 

Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  Committee 

cc:  JDN  Development  Company,  Inc., 

George  F.  Fielder  Dr.-  Archaeologist,  State  of  Tennessee 
NAGPRA  Committee  member 
Mike  Sims 

Nick  admitted  they  never  notified  the  five  tribes  and  would  not  let  us 
address  the  court  about  the  letter  today  and  default  condemned  the 
cemetery.  Idn  will  build  something  there  even  if  walmart  pulls  out! 
more  later 


"RE:  Interior  Six  Nations"  

Date:  Sun,  1 Feb  1998  01:40:32  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Interior  Six  Nations  - Press  Statement 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
January  30,  1998 
Vancouver,  BC 

TSILQOT ' IN,  SOUTHERN  CARRIER,  SECWEPEMC,  STL'ATL'MX,  NLAKA ' PAMUX  AND 
OKANAGAN  NATIONS:  PRESS  STATEMENT 

We  the  Tsilhqot'in,  Southern  Carrier,  Secwepemc,  Stl'atl'imx,  Nlaka'pamux 
and  Okanagan  Nations  have  called  this  press  conference  to  state  in 
solidarity  our  collective  position  on  the  decisions  made  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  in  Delgamuukw  vs.  British  Columbia. 

Historically  we  have  been  consistent  on  the  positions  taken  on  Aboriginal 
Title,  Nationhood,  the  BC  Treaty  Process,  Interim  Measures,  and  plans  we 
have  for  the  long  term.  We  will  elaborate  on  the  positions  we  have  taken 
and  initiatives  we  plan  to  take  to  advance  our  positions  in  the  coming 
months  and  years.  These  are  as  follows. 

ABORIGINAL  TITLE 

We  have  always  known  that  our  Aboriginal  Title  exists  and  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  in  its  decision  in  Delgamuukw  has  now  confirmed  this  fact. 
We  are  now  more  committed  than  ever  to  ensure  that  our  title  is  protected, 
maintained  and  built  upon  for  our  children,  grandchildren  and  all  future 
generations.  We  are  currently  in  the  process  discussing  all  the  types  of 
initiatives  that  we  will  need  to  take  to  ensure  that  our  people  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  the  resources  that  have  been  denied  us  for  many  generations. 
NATIONHOOD 

We  have  maintained  that  the  Title  that  we  hold  is  a Collective  Title 
vested  in  our  Peoples.  This  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Delgamuukw  decision. 
Decisions  made  respecting  aboriginal  title  cannot  be  made  by  an  individual 
or  individual  community.  We  are  presently  meeting  with  our  people  to 
develop  action  plans  on  initiatives  we  can  take  together  to  exercise  the 
rights  that  flow  from  our  Title.  We  are  committed  to  building  with  our 
people  strong  healthy  communities  that  will  form  a solid  foundation  for 
our  Nations  to  take  our  rightful  place  within  our  Homelands. 

THE  BC  TREATY  COMMISSION 

The  BC  Treaty  Commission  process  has  never  been  in  our  view,  a legitimate 
process,  but  since  December  11,  1997  has  been  confirmed  as  a result  of  the 
Delgamuukw  decision  to  be  an  illegitimate  process  that  does  not  conform  to 
the  laws  of  Canada.  The  Federal  Government  must  take  the  initiative  to 
suspend  the  BC  Treaty  process.  This  would  send  a positive  signal  to  us 
that  the  government  intends  to  comply  with  the  Supreme  Court  and  deal  with 
us  "IN  GOOD  FAITH"  on  a Nation  to  Nation  Basis. 

INTERIM  MEASURES: 

The  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments  must  begin  to  exercise  their 
fiduciary  responsibilities  and  display  to  us  their  intent  to  deal  with  us 
"IN  GOOD  FAITH"  by  setting  up  with  us  all  the  necessary  processes  to 
reform  the  policies  and  laws  which  do  not  conform  with  the  Delgamuukw 
decision.  We  are  now  in  the  process  of  identifying  those  places  where  our 
Aboriginal  Title  has  been  infringed  upon  so  that  both  levels  of  government 
can  exercise  their  fiduciary  duties  by  taking  appropriate  initiatives  to 
remove  these  infringements.  We,  as  well,  expect  to  meet  with  the 


provincial  government  to  initiate  discussions  on  land,  water,  forest, 
environment,  parks,  archeology  etc. 

LONG  TERM  ARRANGEMENTS 

We  expect  over  the  long  term  to  become  equal  with  Canada  in  our  Homelands. 
In  this  respect,  we  expect  to  develop  with  Canada  a Nation  to  Nation 
Agreement  that  reflects  how  we  will  co-exist;  and  with  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  Management  Agreements  respecting  the  Lands  and 
Resources.  Our  Nations  are  in  the  process  of  developing  capacity  to  manage 
our  Title  and  rights  interests  in  our  Homelands,  and  will  continue  to 
refine  our  political,  economic,  social  and  cultural  Institutions  to  meet 
these  challenges.  As  well,  we  expect  to  be  full  participants  in  the 
economy  of  Canada  as  managers  of  Lands  and  Resources,  owners  of 
businesses,  and  capable  employees  in  all  sectors  of  the  economy. 

CONCLUSION 

On  behalf  of  the  Peoples  of  our  Six  Nations,  we  want  to  express  our 
deepest  appreciation  to  the  Hereditary  Chiefs  and  the  Peoples  of  Gitksan 
and  Wetsuweten  Nations  for  advancing  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  their 
case  on  Aboriginal  Title.  We  acknowledge  the  advances  they  have  made  on 
behalf  of  all  First  Nations  in  our  Homelands  across  Indian  Country  in  the 
Americas . 


These  six  colonized  nations  encompass  approximately  270,000  square 
kilometres  of  resource  rich,  unceded,  traditional  territories,  illegally 
invaded,  occupied  and  despoiled  by  Canada. 

NO  JURISDICTION  ON  STOLEN  LANDS 

The  full  text  of  the  December  11,  1997  Delgamuukw  decision  made  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  can  be  found  at: 

http : //www. droit . umontreal . ca/doc/ csc-scc/en/rec/html/delgamuu .en . html 

Other  background  information  on  the  case  from  Settlers  in  Support  of 

Indigenous  Sovereignty  (S.I.S.I.S)  at: 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/scchoax. html 

Information  on  the  BC  Treaty  Process: 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy . org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : View  of  the  Counterrevolution"  

Date:  Sat,  24  3an  1998  22:24:29  +0000 
From:  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS  <amanecer@aa . net> 

Subj : They,  with  a View  of  the  Counterrevolution 


NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS-  N.A.P. 


For  Luisa  Campuzano 

They,  with  a View  of  the  Counterrevolution 
Anna  Maria  Garza,  Rosalva  Aida  Hernandez. 

Translated  by  Rosalva  Bermudez-Ballin 

San  Pedro  Chenalho  is  not  an  isolated  case,  but  part  of  a larger  strategy 
that  affects  the  Choi,  Tzeltal,  Tzotzil,  Tojabal  and  the  mestizo 
population  in  Chiapas.  In  each  case,  various  inter  and  intracommunitarian 
differences  have  been  manipulated  as  a part  of  counterinsurgency  project 
to  diminish  Zapatismo's  social  base.  But,  besides  understanding  the 
origin  and  the  outcome  of  this  tragic  episode  from  a historical 
perspective,  in  order  to  understand  that  this  violence  is  not  "natural 
among  the  natives",  we  must  also  incorporate  the  gender  perspective  in 


order  to  understand  the  fury  against  women  as  an  essential  and  specific 
aspect  of  the  context  of  this  war. 

It  is  not  an  accident  that  the  majority  of  the  people  killed  on  the  22nd 
of  December  in  Acteal  were  women,  nor  is  it  an  accident  that  sexual 
violation  was  used  constantly  by  paramilitary  groups  in  order  to  spread 
terror  in  the  communities  that  sympathize  with  the  EZLN,  because--as  it 
was  noticed  before  and  after  the  killing--the  participation  of  women  and 
their  important  role  as  Zapatista  resistance  have  disrupted  the  old 
communitarian  power  structure.  [Image  (which  can  be  seen  in 
http://serpiente.dgsca.unam.mx/jornada/mira.html  in  the  internet, 
translator's  note)]  Among  the  historical  characteristics  that  distinguish 
San  Pedro,  Chenalho,  is  to  have  been  the  most  politicized  and  the  less 
traditionalist  of  all  of  the  Highlands  during  the  cardenismo  years,  when 
efforts  were  made  to  limit  the  old  power  of  local  landholders  to  transform 
their  estates  into  communal  properties  and  ejidos.  It  is  during  this  time 
that  a type  of  symbiosis  between  the  indigenous  elite  and  the  party,  which 
was  to  become  the  contemporary  PRI,  was  established. 

In  the  fifties,  with  the  arrival  of  indigenismo  to  Chiapas,  this 
indigenous  elite  leaned  to  the  side  of  a new  "class"  formed  by  promoters 
and  bilingual  teachers.  Together  with  the  persecution  of  independent 
groups  and  the  control  over  the  municipal  power,  the  present  day 
cacicazgos  were  consolidated.  Chenalho  is  also  a pioneer  insofar  as  the 
introduction  of  oppositional  parties,  particularly  the  first  Socialist 
Workers  Party,  later  the  Cardenista  Front  of  National  Reconstruction,  now 
the  "Cardenist".  Under  this  influence,  workers'  unions  were  born:  Union 
de  Uniones  and  the  coffee  growers  communities  Majomut,  who  have 
representation  in  almost  half  of  the  municipality.  But  the  corruption  of 
the  representatives  caused  a massive  exodus.  Some  migrate  to  SOCAMA, 
which  is  related  to  the  PRI,  and  others  go  to  the  Indigenous  Organization 
of  the  Chiapas  Highlands  (ORIACH),  which  is  closer  to  the  PRD. 

With  the  Zapatista  uprising  this  changes  radically  again,  and  in  the  1996 
elections,  Amado  Avenda~o,  under  the  PRD  registry,  has  a sweeping  victory 
and  leaves  the  railroad  party  with  an  insignificant  representation . 

Post  1994:  The  Booming  of  Autonomy 

Many  of  the  clues  that  help  us  understand  the  fury  behind  the  Acteal 
killings,  and  the  governmental  distortions  in  search  of  partial  and 
cosmetic  solutions  to  the  San  Pedrans'  conflict  can  be  found  in  the 
existence  of  the  autonomous  municipality  of  Polho. 

Ever  since  the  1994  uprising,  the  priista  authorities  in  26  chiapan  town 
halls  have  been  removed  from  office  by  the  townspeople.  Since  1996,  19 
autonomous  municipalities  have  emerged,  among  them  the  one  in  San  Pedro 
Chenalho. 

This  municipality  was  created  in  April  1996,  when  lavier  Ruiz  Hernandez, 
a PRD  representative  was  elected  president  by  33  communities  and 
neighborhoods  in  the  municipality,  through  an  internal  community  assembly 
election,  which  is  the  normative  traditional  system.  This  normative 
system  is  in  force  since  the  decade  of  the  thirties,  when  a candidate  of 
the  only  party  was  first  elected  in  the  assembly.  The  ballot  box  process 
became  just  a form  of  ratification.  The  autonomous  President,  lavier 
Hernandez,  was  elected  in  this  manner  and  the  seat  of  government  was 
placed  in  Polho,  before  the  formal  elections  controlled  by  the  PRI  took 
place.  This  is  the  justification  used  by  the  electoral  authorities  for 
not  recognizing  the  municipality  that  declared  itself  autonomous.  What 
would  have  happened  had  the  state  authorities  recognized  the  municipal 
government  that  emerged  from  the  assembly,  and  had  they  not  imposed  their 
PRI  candidate? 

It  is  impossible  to  conjecture.  What  is  factual  is  that  the  Acteal 
massacre  was  one  more  in  a series  of  aggressions  to  the  communities 
located  within  the  territory  that  encompasses  the  autonomous  municipality 
of  Polho.  Independently  of  the  fact  that  these  attacks  may  be  considered 
as  provocations  so  that  the  bases  of  support  of  the  EZLN  break  the  truce 
that  was  declared  within  the  frame  of  the  Law  of  Dialogue  and 
Conciliation,  they  also  constitute  a direct  attack  to  the  intentions  of 
establishing  autonomous  regions. 


The  animosity  to  autonomous  projects  that  might  be  able  to  show  viability 
is  evident  in  the  series  of  events  following  the  Acteal  massacre.  After 
the  22nd  of  December,  the  Mexican  army,  for  no  apparent  reason,  entered 
other  autonomous  municipalities:  Amparo  Agua  Tinta,  the  autonomous 
municipality  of  San  Pedro  Michoacan,  Las  Margaritas;  Morelia,  head  of  the 
autonomous  municipalityl7  de  noviembre  in  Altamiranoj  Galeana,  head  of  the 
autonomous  municipality  Francisco  Gomez,  Ocosingo.  Official  Declarations 
as  well  as  those  by  the  most  conservative  sector  of  the  chiapan  Catholic 
Church,  represented  by  the  bishop  of  Tapachula,  Felipe  Arizmendi,  pointed 
to  the  autonomous  councils  as  responsible  for  the  divisions  in  the 
communities.  They  have  asked  for  the  disappearance  of  what  they  call 
"parallel  governments." 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  federal  government  took  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  attack  the  autonomic  projects  if  we  take  into  consideration 
that  the  demand  for  autonomy  was  the  medullar  point  to  the  governmental 
rejection  of  the  San  Andres  Accords.  After  the  unilateral  rejection,  on 
the  part  of  president  Zedillo  to  the  COCOPA  proposal,  there  was  a strong 
and  well-articulated  campaign  of  disinformation  surrounding  the  issue  of 
autonomy.  This  campaign  continued  and  continues  to  date  while  in  many 
indigenous  communities  autonomy  was  applied  in  deeds  (and  not  theory, 
translator's  addition). 

Why  kill  the  Abejas? 

Many  communication  media  presented  the  massacred  population  of  Acteal  as 
a base  of  support  of  the  Zapatistas.  In  fact,  the  majority  belonged  to  the 
Abejas  organization,  which  defined  itself  from  its  foundation,  as  a 
section  of  civil  society.  They  have  maintained  their  autonomy  in  regards 
to  the  EZLN  leadership  and  have  defined  their  communities  as  neutral 
territory.  This  organization  was  founded  two  years  before  the  Zapatista 
uprising,  and  played  an  important  role  in  what  called  itself  civil 
pacifist  resistance,  as  they  responded  to  many  of  the  calls  for 
mobilization  by  the  EZLN.  As  the  relations  between  the  priistas  and  the 
Zapatistas  polarized,  the  Abejas  were  pressured  to  define  themselves  in 
one  or  the  other  way,  which  turned  them  into  a group  vulnerable  to 
paramilitary  attacks.  Likewise,  their  closeness  to  the  San  Cristobal 
Diocese  turned  them  into  an  indirect  medium  by  which  to  attack  bishop 
Samuel  Ruiz  and  his  pastoral  group. 

The  participation  of  women  in  the  political  arena,  and  the  appearance  of 
new  organizing  spaces  for  them  has  become  a symbol  of  the  threat  that  the 
"traditional  power  structures"  must  face  if  the  Zapatista  struggle 
advances.  In  many  communities  women  meetings  are  perceived  as  "synonymous 
to  Zapatista",  for  this  reason  they  have  been  the  object  of  harassment  by 
local  groups  of  power.  The  immediate  response  to  the  founding  of  the 
Abejas  was  the  riotous  rape  in  December,  1992  of  the  three  wives  of  the 
founders  of  the  group.  From  then  on,  the  aggressions  against  women  are 
constant.  In  1997,  several  of  them  were  kidnapped  and  forced  to  cook  for 
the  paramilitary  groups,  under  the  threat  of  killing  their  children  if 
they  refused  to  do  it  or  if  they  tried  to  escape.  During  the  Acteal 
killing,  the  murderers  yelled:  "kill  the  seed".  By  killing  the  women,  they 
are  trying  to  destroy  the  symbol  of  resistance. 


NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS-  N.A.P. 


Non  Profit  organization  translating  and  distributing  information 
in  support  of  the  work  in  defense  of  human  rights. 

General  Director:  Roger  Maldonado-Mexico 
Assistant  Director:  Susana  Saravia  (Anibarro) 

Director  Spain:  Darrin  Wood  amanecer@aa.net 
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Courthouse  tribal  land,  court  rules 
Courthouse  ruling  should  affect  civil  right  suit,  attorney  says 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

The  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  in  downtown  Tahlequah  is  "without  a doubt 
Indian  Country,"  the  tribe's  highest  court  ruled  Wednesday. 

Ramifications  of  the  opinion  are  nationwide  in  importance,  said  Chuck 
Shipley,  a Tulsa  attorney  who  recently  represented  the  justices  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  against  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs . 

Local,  county  and  state  law  enforcement  agencies  converged  on  the 
courthouse  site  in  June  and  again  in  August  1997  when  rival  Cherokee 
factions  clashed  in  an  effort  to  control  the  building. 

Tribal  law  states  the  courthouse  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
tribunal . 

But  outside  law  enforcement  agencies  alleged  the  property  in  question 
was  not  "Indian  Country"  and  barred  Cherokee  citizens,  tribunal  justices 
and  some  elected  Cherokee  officials  from  the  building  and  grounds. 

The  Wednesday  ruling  came  in  a case  filed  by  Brett  Crawford,  one  of 
scores  of  Cherokees  who  claim  outside  law  enforcement  officers  physically 
threw  them  from  the  back  porch  of  the  tribal  courthouse  on  Aug.  13. 

Crawford  filed  his  suit  against  a county  prosecutor;  the  Tahlequah 
police  chief;  the  Cherokee  County  Board  of  Commissioners;  the  Cherokee 
County  Sheriff;  Ada  Deer,  undersecretary  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Interior;  Jim  Fields,  Muskogee  area  BIA  director,  and  Joe 
Byrd,  chief  of  the  Cherokees. 

Federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  police  sided  with  the  outside  law 
enforcement  agencies  on  June  20  and  refused  to  assist  the  tribunal  or 
tribal  marshals  when  Byrd's  armed  forces  seized  the  courthouse  in  a 
predawn  raid. 

Byrd  administration  officials  were  allowed  inside  the  building  but 
elected  Cherokee  officials  not  politically  aligned  with  Byrd  were  barred 
entry. 

Cherokee  historian  Chad  Smith,  an  attorney,  was  arrested  when  he 
attempted  to  enter  the  building.  Smith  represents  Crawford  in  the  suit 
the  tribunal  ruled  on. 

Byrd  ordered  the  courthouse  closed  after  he  seized  it.  He  didn't  reopen 
it  until  after  he  signed  a peace  accord  with  federal  officials  in  August 
in  an  alleged  attempt  to  halt  a constitutional  crises  now  in  its  11th 
month . 

BIA  police  again  joined  local,  county  and  state  law  enforcement  agencies 
in  keeping  fired  tribal  marshals  acting  as  bailiffs  for  for  the  tribunal 
from  retaking  the  courthouse  on  Aug.  13. 

The  BIA's  contention  was  that  since  the  property  wasn't  Indian  Country 
that  BIA  police  had  no  jurisdiction  to  be  at  the  courthouse  except  when 
invited  by  the  Cherokee  County  sheriff,  Shipley  said  in  a Wednesday  news 
release. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Thomas  Brett  scoffed  at  the  Byrd  administration's 
stated  belief  that  the  courthouse  site  is  not  Indian  Country  in  a November 
court  hearing. 

"As  Brett  said  - if  it  ain't  Indian  Country  - we  ain't  very  sovereign," 
Nate  Young  III,  an  expert  in  Indian  law  and  a Cherokee,  said  Wednesday. 

Brett  has  since  transferred  the  case,  a civil  rights  suit  by  Cherokee 
citizens  against  the  allegedly  offending  law  enforcement  agencies,  to 
federal  court  in  Muskogee.  The  case  is  pending  before  U.S.  District  Judge 
Michael  Burrage. 

The  tribunal's  ruling  that  the  tribal  courthouse  sits  on  Indian  Country 
should  affect  the  outcome  of  that  civil  rights  suit,  as  well  as  state 
criminal  charges  against  Smith  regarding  his  allegedly  resisting  arrest  by 
a BIA  officer  and  Cherokee  County  deputy  sheriffs  at  the  June  20 


confrontation  on  the  courthouse  square,  Shipley  said. 

As  a basis  for  that  statement,  Shipley  cited  that  on  Monday  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  refused  to  overrule  a 1997  opinion  by  the  U.S.  10th  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  Denver.  The  appeals  court  ruled  that  the  Navajo 
Nation  court  should  have  the  first  opportunity  to  interpret  its  own 
jurisdictional  limitations  before  a federal  court  could  review  the  case, 
Shipley  said. 

Young  said  the  entire  mess  makes  him  wonder  what  kind  of  legacy  Byrd  is 
going  to  leave  for  the  Cherokee  people. 

"He's  the  Warren  G.  Harding  of  the  Cherokees  - Harding  was  the  most 
scandalous  president  and  Byrd  is  the  most  scandalous  chief  - he  should 
resign  in  disgrace,"  Young  said. 

"He  confuses  sovereignty  with  contributions  to  the  DNC  (Democratic 
National  Committee)." 

Byrd  was  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Wednesday  and  neither  he  nor  his 
spokeswoman,  Lynn  Adair,  returned  calls 


HISTORY 

Pursuant  to  the  Indian  Removal  Act  of  1834  and  subsequent 
treaties,  in  1838  and  1846,  the  U.S.  Government  issued  a patent  granting 
the  Cherokee  Nation  "forever"  a large  portion  of  the  eastern  Oklahoma. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse,  formerly  known  as  the  "Old 
Cherokee  Capitol  Building"  was  built  by  the  Cherokee  Nation  in  1847  on  a 
portion  of  the  property  transferred  to  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

In  1909,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  deemed  all  such  property  in 
which  Indian  title  had  not  been  extinguished  to  be  "Indian  Country." 

In  1913,  the  Cherokee  Nation,  with  permission  from  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs,  conveyed  certain  portions  of  the  property,  including 
that  portion  upon  which  the  Courthouse  stands,  to  Cherokee  County. 

During  the  county's  term  of  ownership,  that  building  and  its 
grounds  remained  an  important  historic  and  cultural  symbol  for  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal. 

In  1978,  Cherokee  County  agreed,  in  exchange  for  the  Cherokee 
Nation's  $910,000  contribution  for  the  development  of  a city-county 
complex,  to  transfer  the  property  upon  which  the  Cherokee  Nation 
Courthouse,  the  Cherokee  Nation  Supreme  Court  and  the  Cherokee  National 
Jail  were  located  back  to  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

The  transfer  was  authorized  by  the  Cherokee  County  District 
court  and  was  characterized  by  that  court  as  coming  under  an  Oklahoma 
law  that  allows  county  commissioners  in  Oklahoma  to  execute  conveyances 
to  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  acquisition  of  needful  public 
buildings  "and  that  such  a conveyance  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  of 
Oklahoma,  is  in  effect  a conveyance  to  the  United  States  of  America." 

"RE : CNO  Court  Reverses  Chief's  Action"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Jan  1998  08:57:27  -0600 

From:  Summerfield/Marvin&Linda  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Subj : CNO  Supreme  Court  Gives  Back  To  Cherokee  What  Chief  Tried  To  Give  Away 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

The  following  is  posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee 
newspaper,  THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER.  To  read  the  entire  Court  Order  and 
catch  up  on  the  latest  news,  check  out  the  Cherokee  Observer  web  pages. 

http://www.cherokeeobserver.org 


PRESS  RELEASE  - TAHLEQUAH,  OKLAHOMA 
January  28,  1998 

TRIBAL  COURT  GIVES  BACK  TO  CHEROKEE 
WHAT  CHIEF  TRIED  TO  GIVE  AWAY 

Unbelievably  the  Chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  has  taken  the  position  in 
Federal  Court  in  Oklahoma  that  the  Cherokee  Tribal  Courthouse,  which  was 
originally  erected  by  the  Cherokee  NAtion  more  than  sixty  years  before 
Oklahoma  statehood,  is  not  "Indian  Country",  which  means  the  Cherokee 


tribe's  court  and  police  do  not  have  primary  law  enforcement  jurisdiction 
at  their  courthouse.  Today  the  Cherokees  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  the 
equivalent  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  issued  a 16-page 
opinion  and  that  by  analogy  so  is  the  Cherokee  Tribal  Complex,  which 
housed  the  Executive  and  Legislative  branches  of  the  Cherokee  government 
in  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma. 

At  a recent  dedication  held  at  the  Tribal  Courthouse,  ex-Chief  Wilma 
Mankiller  was  quoted  as  saying  that  "It  is  beyond  stupid  to  say  that  a 
smokeshop  on  a highway  is  Indian  Country,  but  our  historic  Tribal 
Courthouse  is  not".  No  doubt,  the  vast  majority  of  Cherokee  would  agree 
with  her. 

"The  ramifications  of  today's  Opinion  by  the  JAT  are  nationwide  in 
importance  and  are  particularly  extensive  here  in  Oklahoma  and  in  the 
Cherokee  Nation,"  said  Chuck  Shipley,  a Tulsa  attorney  who  has  represented 
the  three  Justices  of  the  JAT  in  litigation  with  the  BIA.  "Most  people  do 
not  understand  that  the  apparently  crazy  legal  position  concocted  by  Chief 
Joe  Byrd  and  his  handlers  at  the  BIA  was  required  in  order  to  continue  the 
BIA's  military  support  for  Joe  Byrd's  dictatorship.  In  order  for  the  BIA 
to  have  reneged  on  its  August  12th  agreement  to  assist  Pat  Ragsdale, 
acting  as  the  bailiff  for  the  JAT,  in  implementing  the  JAT's  Order  to 
recover  possession  of  the  Tribal  Courthouse  on  August  13,  1997,  the  BIA 
and  Joe  Byrd's  Washington  las  firm  came  up  with  the  counterfeit  legal 
theory  that  the  Tribal  Courthouse  was  not  Indian  Country.  This  allowed 
the  BIA,  which  is  charged  with  the  knowledge  that  the  Cherokee  Nation's 
constitution  and  statutes  grant  the  exclusive  right  to  occupancy  to  the 
Tribal  Courthouse  to  the  JAT,  to  sidestep  its  responsibility  in  assisting 
the  Tribal  court  to  recover  occupancy  of  the  Courthouse.  The  BIA  claimed 
since  the  Tribal  Courthouse  was  not  Indian  Country,  they  had  no 
jurisdiction  to  be  at  the  Tribal  Courthouse  except  when  invited  by  the 
Sheriff  of  Cherokee  County,  Oklahoma.  In  a recent  hearing  before  U.S. 
District  Court  Judge  Brett  addressing  this  situation.  Judge  Brett  scoffed 
at  this  theory  when  it  was  offered  to  him  by  Chief  Joe  Byrd's  lawyers," 
said  Shipley. 

Judge  Brett  has  now  transferred  the  federal  case  for  abuse  of  civil 
rights  arising  out  of  the  BIA's  actions  and  the  actions  of  various  state 
and  local  police  officers  in  the  confrontations  at  the  Tribal  Courthouse 
in  Tahlequah  on  June  20th  and  August  13th,  1997  to  Judge  Burrage  in  the  U. 
S.  District  Court  for  the  Eastern  District  in  Muskogee  for  a decision. 

The  Tribal  Court's  decision  on  Indian  Country  will  affect  the  pending 
federal  court  cases  as  well  as  a state  criminal  charge  against  Chad  Smith 
regarding  his  alleged  resisting  arrest  by  a BIA  officer  and  Cherokee 
County  Deputy  Sheriffs  at  the  June  20th  confrontation  at  the  Tribal 
Courthouse.  On  Monday  of  this  week  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  refused  to 
overrule  a 1997  opinion  by  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Tenth  Circuit 
which  held  that  a Navajo  Nation  court  should  have  the  first  opportunity  to 
interpret  its  own  jurisdictional  limitations  before  a federal  court  could 
review  the  same  issue  (Kerr-McGee  Corporation  vs.  Farley,  decided  by  the 
Tenth  Circuit  on  June  25,  1997.) 

"The  only  exceptions  which  the  Tenth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  spoke  of 
in  the  Kerr-McGee  case  say  that,  unless  a tribal  court's  jurisdiction  over 
a matter  is  motivated  by  a 'desire  to  harass  or  is  conducted  in  bad  faith' 
or  is  otherwise  'patently  violative  of  express  jurisdictional 
prohibitions',  the  general  rule  of  exhaustion  of  tribal  court  remedies 
being  required  before  federal  court  review  is  upheld,"  said  Shipley.  "The 
Cherokee  people  are  fortunate  to  have  the  highly  competent  and  independent 
judiciary  that  they  do  since  it  has  been  the  sole  institution  of  the 
Cherokee  government  which  has  consistently  followed  its  statutory  and 
constitutional  obligations  in  spite  of  the  political  pressures.  The 
Native  American  community  is  well  aware  that  there  is  no  tribe  on  this 
continent  which  has  any  more  highly  developed  Indian  legal  system  than 
does  the  Cherokee  Nation.  For  those  who  suggest  that  the  JAT  acts  in  bad 
faith  or  to  further  a political  agenda  rather  than  following  their  good 
faith  interpretation  of  the  law,  I direct  them  to  the  decision  by  the  JAT 
during  the  1995  elections  for  Cherokee  Chief  wherein  the  JAT,  in  a ruling 
which  handed  the  election  to  Joe  Byrd.  These  guys  (Justices  of  the 


Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal)  don't  play  favorites  when  it  comes  to  their 
judicial  responsibilities/'  said  Shipley. 

"I  have  been  asked  by  some  tribal  members  if  this  ruling  by  the  DAT 
would  have  any  effect  on  the  outlaw  court  which  Chief  Doe  Byrd  runs  in  his 
back  room  at  the  Tribal  Complex/'  said  Shipley.  "My  response  is  that,  at 
the  present  time,  since  today's  ruling  apparently  covers  the  Tribal 
Complex  by  analogy,  and  since  the  BIA  still  has  sole  law  enforcement 
authority  in  Indian  Country  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  they  are  legally  bound 
to  execute  a court  order  by  the  DAT.  Therefore,  if  the  DAT  were  to  issue 
an  order  to  the  BIA  to  go  to  the  Tribal  Complex  and  recover  all  of  the 
rogue  District  Court  files,  equipment,  robes,  etc.  and  return  them  to  the 
Tribal  Courthouse,  they  are  legally  required  to  do  so.  If  the  BIA  fails 
to  refuses,  they  they  are  duty  bound  to  stop  anyone  from  interfering  with 
a bailiff  appointed  by  the  DAT  to  need  to  see  whether  or  not  the  BIA  will 
continues  to  support  Chief  Byrd's  unlawful  actions.  It  seems  to  me  the 
BIA  is  only  inclined  to  follow  the  law  when  they  cannot  avoid  public 
attention.  Maybe  we  are  at  that  point  now." 

The  16-page  Opinion  issued  today  by  the  DAT  specifically  references  an 
affidavit  by  Dean  Rennard  Strickland  dated  December  8,  1997  which  recites 
Dean  Strickland's  expert  opinion  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  is 
Indian  County  based  upon  his  "review  of  the  historical  status,  legal  title, 
applicable  statutes,  evidence  of  federal  preemption,  and  previous  actions 
of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  the  State  of  Oklahoma,  Cherokee  County  and  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  ..."  Dean  Strickland  is  recognized  as  the 
foremost  authority  on  Cherokee  Nation  law  in  America.  The  DAT  Opinion  was 
authored  by  Justice  Dwight  W.  Birdwell. 

"RE : Senator  Burns  Hearings  in  Billings"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Dan  1998  20:14:37  -0700 
From:  Shemah  <shemah@mcn . net> 

Subj : Sen.  Burns  hearing  in  Billings 

UUCP  email 

Christina  and  I went  to  the  public  hearing  in  Billings  last  night  re 
Sen.  Burns'  proposal.  We  got  there  just  in  time  for  the  5:00  rally. 

There  were  lots  and  lots  of  people  there,  I hadn't  known  what  to  expect, 
but  it  was  great  to  see  such  a turnout!  The  speakers  were  just 
wonderful,  and  Marlene  Bear-Waiter,  Council  Woman  for  the  Blackfeet 
Nation,  gave  some  interesting  information  regarding  the 
Self-Determination  Act  and  international  law  as  it  relates  to  Native 
American  rights  under  the  Helsinki  Accord,  which  as  it's  rather  long 
I'll  put  in  a separate  Email.  There  was  also  a Council  Member  from  the 
Nez  Perce,  who  came  to  express  support  for  the  Montanan  tribes. 

At  the  hearing,  we  entirely  filled  up  the  auditorium,  there  were  every 
bit  as  many  people  standing  as  there  were  sitting,  perhaps  more,  and  in 
fact  not  everyone  got  inside,  as  they  had  to  close  the  doors  with  some 
people  still  outside  (they  came  in  later  as  the  evening  went  on  and 
people  came  and  went),  because  of  the  maximum  persons  allowed  per  the 
fire  code.  Senator  Burns  was  not  present,  being  in  Washington... 
apparently  (to  paraphrase  Mel  Brooks)  Affaires  of  state  take  precedence 
over  affairs  of  State.  But  we  got  a nice  little  handout  and  got  to 
watch  a nice  little  video  of  Sen.  Burns  telling  us  that  we  are  all 
Americans  and  had  to  work  together  to  solve  these  conflict....  along 
with  a pretty  strong  paternalistic  message  that  (this  is  my 
interpretation,  not  his  words)  this  is  for  Your  Own  Good.  His  handout 
states : 

"The  issues  related  to  the  status  of  Indian  tribes  in  Montana  and  the 
jurisdictional  problems  that  arise,  are  very  familiar  to  Montanans. 

There  is  an  awareness  of  non-tribal  members  adversely  impacted  on  issues 
as  diverse  as  taxes,  agriculture,  tourism,  and  recreation.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Tribes  have  been  expending  countless  hours  and  dollars  engaged 
in  lawsuits  or  various  other  disputes. 

"The  decibel  level  seems  to  be  steadily  rising,  and  Senator  Burns 


believes  that  now  is  the  time  to  begin  moving  the  debate  forward  in 
Congress  on  how  to  best  address  these  problems 

"Senator  Burns'  efforts  should  be  considered  as  a beginning  and  not  a 
conclusion  to  this  debate.  For  too  long,  the  status  quo  has  been  marked 
by  divisiveness  and  anger.  It  is  the  Senator's  hope  that  by  advancing 
this  discussion,  we  may  put  an  end  to  the  disputes  that  are  pulling 
Montanans  apart.  We  want  to  show  the  nation  that  Montanans  can  work 
together. " 

There  were  several  invited  speakers,  and  MANY  people  (surprised?)  signed 
up  for  the  Open  Mike  Testimony.  Due  to  our  own  time  constraints,  we 
only  stayed  for  the  invited  speakers,  because  by  the  time  that  finished 
it  was  already  9 p.m.,  we'd  been  there  over  four  hours  and  had  at  least 
a 2-1/2  hour  drive  home  (it's  slower  after  dark  because  I can  only  go 
65),  and  Christina  had  school  in  the  morning.  I wasn't  always  able  to 
catch  full  names  and/or  titles,  but  here  are  some  highlights: 

State  Senator  Day  Stovall  (also  apparently?)  Montana  Chair  of  Indian 
Affairs?  MC'd  the  meeting.  The  first  speaker  was  a gentleman  from  Big 
Horn  Electric  Coop,  who  was  all  for  the  jurisdiction  change,  some  people 
on  the  reservations  (natives)  not  having  to  pay  taxes  and  such, and 
others  (non-natives)  having  to,  and  talked  about  "FAIRNESS"  and 
"VIOLATION  OF  HUMAN  RIGHTS"!!!!!!  He  said,  regarding  the  (unfortunate) 
past,  and  I quote,  "Montanans  have  accepted  their  transgressions"  and, 
in  effect,  let's  go  forward  from  here. 

Forgive  the  editing  remarks,  but  I just  spent  yesterday  morning  reading 
"Lakota  Woman"  and  when  these  people  started  talking  about  things  like 
that,  it  just  left  me  with  my  mouth  hanging  open  in  disbelief! 

Norma,  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Tribal  Council,  gave  a WONDERFUL  speech 
and  said,  in  answer  to  the  question  whether  she  had  read  Sen  Burns' 
proposal,  that  she  had  read  it  and  it  was  "the  most  racist  and 
discriminating  document  I have  ever  seen."  The  cheers  and  exultations 
(sp?)  absolutely  FILLED  the  hall!!! 

Each  invited  speaker,  btw,  had  five  minutes  to  speak,  so  people  were 
trying  to  keep  the  applause  and  what-not  to  a minimum  so  that  the 
speakers  had  the  time  to  say  what  they  wanted  to  get  across...  the  Open 
Mike  speakers  had  two  minutes  only. 

Claire  ?,  Chairperson  for  the  Crow  Nation,  said  that  non-Indians  had 
KNOWINGLY  bought  land  on  native  lands,  and  Sen. Burns'  proposal  "seeks  to 
repeat  160  years  of  treaty  rites,  federal  statues  and  federal  case 
law".  I didn't  catch  all  she  said,  but  she  said  that  there  had  not  been 
much  in  the  way  of  jurisdictional  problems  on  Crow  land  because 
(apparently)  it  had  not  been  opened  to  homesteading  (or  at  least  to  the 
degree  other  reservations  had)...  UNTIL!!!!  the  levying  of  the  4% 
tourist  tax  levied  (as  I understand?)  against  business  engaged  in  the 
tourist  trade,  and  that  tax  (you're  going  to  love  this)  was  PROPOSED  BY 
SENATOR  BURNS  HIMSELF!  And  now  he  proposes  to  solve  the  problem  (of  the 
non-native  businesses  complaining  about  the  tax)  by  removing 
jurisdiction  from  the  tribe.  She  suggested,  and  got  cheers  and  ulations 
for  this,  that  if  Senator  Burns  really  wants  to  solve  the  jurisdiction 
problem,  he  should  ask  Congress  for  an  appropriation  to  buy  out  the 
non-natives  who  are  living  on  reservation  lands! 

Dim  Peterson  of  (?)  Montana  Stockwares  (?)  who  commended  Senator  Burns 
proposal  and  said  that  non-natives  living  on  tribal  lands  had  "taxation 
without  representation". 

Burt  (?)  of  the  Chippewa/Cree  said  that  jurisdiction  problems  began  back 
when  Congress  forced  the  allocation  of  lands,  and  suggested  that  the 
General  Allotment  Act  be  repealed.  I didn't  catch  all  of  what  he  was 
saying,  unfortunately. 

Alan  Richardson  representing  the  recreational  water  users,  whose  family 
had  property  on  fee  lands  for  five  generations,  and  (if  I remember 
right)  stated  that  they  were  subject  to  both  state  and  tribal 
jurisdictions  and  had  no  real  recourse  in  either. 

Doseph  McConnell  (sp?)  Chair,  Ft.  Belknap.  He  said  that  Sen.  Burns  had 
talked  of  the  American  Dream...  he  said  that  Native  Americans  have  a 
dream  too...  "to  determine  our  own  future".  He  pointed  out  that  many  of 
the  jurisdiction  "problems"  are  the  result  of  people  trying  to  find 


"loopholes"  to  use  for  their  own  benefit.  He  said  that  cooperation,  not 
litigation,  was  the  answer,  with  both  sides  recognizing  the  sovereignty 
of  the  other. 

Then  there  was  a real  gemj  I didn't  get  his  name  but  he  was  from  the  Big 
Horn  Business  Assoc.,  a collection  of  30  businesses  on  Crow  lands.  He 
complained  much  of  the  4%  resort  tax.  He  went  on  and  on,  but  I was  too 
nauseated  by  it  all  to  write  it  down  : ( 

Spike  Bighorn  from  Ft.  Peck  gave  a wonderful  testimonial.  He  said  they 
had  about  6,000  tribal  members  and  4,000  non-natives  with  the  resultant 
checkerboard  distribution  of  lands.  He  said  the  need  was  to  work 
together,  not  just  take  away  jurisdiction  from  the  tribe  and  give  it  to 
the  state.  He  pointed  out  that  conflicts  were  bound  to  happen  in  any 
case,  and  that  we  needed  to  work  together  for  the  rights  of  all. 

Someone,  I forgot  who  it  was  (one  of  the  Native  American  speakers  tho!) 
said  that  this  was  something  that  could/should  be  discussed  and  settled 
around  a table  over  cups  of  coffee,  not  with  legislation. 

That's  the  extent  of  my  notes  from  last  night....  there  were  a lot  of 
posters,  signs,  and  these  two  caught  our  eye  in  particular: 

What  part  of  TREATIES  and  SUPREME  COURT  DECISIONS  don't  you  understand? 

B-latant 
U-nbridled 
R-acism  against 
N-ative  American 
S-overeignty 

Shemah  http://www.mcn.net/~shemah 

ICQ  #5087162  AOL  Messenger  ID:  ShemahF 

Do  not  meddle  in  the  affairs  of  dragons 
For  you  are  crunchy  and  taste  good  with  ketchup 

"RE : Tribes  Take  Stand  on  Ward  Valley"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Ian  1998  15:07:22  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Molly  Johnson) 

Subj : Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  Take  Stand  on  Ward  Valley 
UUCP  email 

Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance 

Fort  Mojave  * Chemehuevi  * Cocopah  * Quechan  * Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes 
500  Merriman,  Needles,  California  92363 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  3ANUARY  29,  1998 
Native  American  Tribes  to  Defend  Ward  Valley  from  Further  Desecration  -- 
Controversial  Dump  Would  Threaten  Sacred  Lands,  the  Colorado  River,  and  the 
Desert  Tortoise 

CONTACT:  Chairwoman  Nora  Helton  and  Stephen  Lopez  760/629-4591,  Fort  Mojave 
Indian  Tribe  Molly  Johnson  760/326-6267,  Save  Ward  Valley  Coalition 
Native  American  Tribes  fighting  against  a controversial  nuclear  waste 
dump  at  Ward  Valley  vowed  today  to  defend  their  sacred  lands  from  further 
destruction  resulting  from  test  drilling  by  the  state  and  federal 
governments.  The  Tribes  have  issued  a CALL  TO  ACTION  in  response  to  an 
announcement  published  today  in  the  federal  register  that  the  United 
States  Department  of  the  Interior  will  close  off  Ward  Valley  from  the 
public  in  preparation  for  the  tests. 

Native  American  leaders  reiterated  their  opposition  to  the  proposed 
nuclear  dump  that  would  desecrate  sacred  lands,  destroy  critical  habitat 
for  an  endangered  species,  and  threaten  contamination  of  the  Colorado 
River,  source  of  water  for  22  million  people. 

"The  Tribes  are  furious  that  Interior  totally  ignored  Tribal  and 
environmental  concerns  and  has  breached  its  responsibility  to  protect  the 
environment  and  trust  resources  of  Indian  nations.  We  have  opposed  the 
dump  since  the  beginning  and  will  tolerate  no  further  damage  to  Ward 
Valley,"  said  Steve  Lopez  of  the  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe. 


The  tests  are  part  of  an  on-going  federal  Supplemental  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  (SEIS)  to  review  the  dump  project.  The  state  of 
California  plans  to  bury  long-lived  and  highly  dangerous  radioactive 
wastes,  mostly  from  nuclear  power  plants,  in  shallow  unlined  trenches 
above  an  aquifer,  eighteen  miles  from  the  Colorado  River,  and  in  the  midst 
of  critical  habitat  for  the  threatened  desert  tortoise. 

Dump  opponents  point  to  the  many  problems  associated  with  the  proposed 
nuclear  dump.  The  dump  contractor,  US  Ecology,  chosen  by  the  state  of 
California  to  construct  the  facility  has  built  four  nuclear  waste  dumps  - 
- all  are  leaking.  Clean-up  costs  for  a leaking  dump  at  Ward  Valley, 
estimated  to  be  in  excess  of  $500  million,  would  be  the  responsibility  of 
the  California  taxpayer.  A Congressional  Research  Service  Report  has 
concluded  that  from  60%  to  90%  of  the  waste  slated  for  the  desert  dump 
would  come  from  nuclear  power  reactors.  A recent  economic  analysis  by 
Professor  F.  Gregory  Hayden  of  the  University  of  Nebraska  concluded  that 
due  to  excess  capacity  at  existing  dumps  a dramatic  decrease  of  nuclear 
waste  to  be  disposed  of,  the  Ward  Valley  dump  is  not  necessary. 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http : //www. shundahai .org/SWVAction . html 
http : //earth runner . com/ saveward valley 
http : //www. ctaz . com/~swvl 

- "RE:  Native-only  Fishery  Illegal"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Han  1998  00:38:53  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Native-only  fishery  illegal:  BC  Dudge  rules 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NATIVE-ONLY  FISHERY  ILLEGAL,  DUDGE  SAYS 
Globe  and  Mail,  Dan.  27,  1998,  Page  A1 
by  Ross  Howard  & Robert  Matas,  BC  Bureau 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Vancouver  - A federal  policy  of  allowing  West  Coast  aboriginal  people 
exclusive  commercial  fishing  rights  worth  tens  of  millions  of  dollars 
since  1992  is  illegal,  a provincial  court  judge  says.  The  judge's  comments 
immediately  revived  Reform  Party  arguments  about  race-based  rights  for 
Indians,  and  will  fuel  controversy  in  the  already-troubled  West  Coast 
fishery  until  a higher  court  or  Ottawa  clarifies  the  policy's  validity. 

Dudge  Howard  Thomas  said  in  a decision  released  yesterday  that  the  federal 
government  has  produced  no  legal  evidence  that  Fraser  River  Indian  bands 
have  aboriginal  rights  to  an  exclusive  commercial  fishery.  Dudge  Thomas 
remarks  were  included  in  his  ruling  that  Reform  MP  Dohn  Cummins  of  Delta, 

BC  had  illegally  joined  the  exclusive  native  fishery,  as  a protest  against 
it,  when  he  fished  in  the  Fraser  River  on  Oct.  29,  1996.  The  judge  was  not 
specifically  asked  to  rule  on  the  validity  of  the  natives-only  policy,  but 
was  commenting  on  it  in  the  course  of  finding  Mr.  Cummins  guilty. 

Ottawa  created  exclusive  native  fisheries  in  1992  to  reflect  what  Indians 
said  were  their  historically  obvious  but  not  legally  defined  traditions  of 
harvesting  fish  in  some  areas  for  trading  purposes  or  commerce  instead  of 
just  for  food.  The  exclusivity  aspect  fuelled  racial  tension  and  unrest  in 
an  industry  already  suffering  severe  shortages.  The  policy  has  allowed 
fishermen  who  are  Indians  to  have  exclusive  periods  of  harvesting  in  a 
handful  of  major  fisheries  on  the  Pacific  Coast  while  non-native  fishermen 
remained  on  shore.  The  aboriginal-only  fishery  caught  an  estimated 
$6-million  worth  of  salmon  last  year.  Aboriginal  people  are  also  entitled 
to  conduct  regular  licensed  commercial  fishing  at  any  time. 

Federal  Fisheries  Department  officials  refused  to  comment  yesterday.  But 
Dudge  Thomas's  remarks,  which  some  analysts  and  native  spokesmen  said 


ignored  a powerful  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  ruling  on  native  rights  last 
month,  were  applauded  by  non-native  interests.  The  judges  remarks  confirm 
"only  one,  all-Canadian  fishing  fleet  and  no  native  exclusivity,  no 
double-dipping,"  said  Phil  Eidsvik  of  the  Fishermen's  Survival  Coalition, 
which  has  fought  the  federal  policy  with  rallies,  protest  fishing 
expeditions,  and  aggressive  advertising.  The  federal  Reform  Party,  which 
calls  the  aboriginal  fishing  strategy  a policy  based  on  race,  predicted 
new  court  fights  and  new  clashes  on  the  water  this  spring  among  fishing 
interests,  native  people  and  fisheries  officers  unless  the  policy  is 
abandoned . 

"The  court  ruling  "is  a great  victory,"  said  Mr.  Cummins,  a former 
fisherman  who  challenged  the  policy  by  getting  himself  arrested  for 
fishing  amid  a native-only  commercial  fishery  in  1996.  Dudge  Thomas 
yesterday  found  Mr.  Cummins  guilty  of  intruding  into  the  exclusive  native 
fishery  on  the  Fraser  River,  but  Mr.  Cummins  termed  that  a minor 
infraction  and  said  the  important  issue  was  that  the  judge  said  Ottawa 
lacked  the  authority  to  create  an  exclusive  fishery.  "In  my  view... the 
fishery  was  not  lawfully  open  to  anyone,"  he  said.  Reform  Party  fisheries 
critic  John  Duncan  said  the  aboriginal-only  dishing  strategy  has  been 
repeatedly  challenged,  but  the  federal  government  will  not  rescind  it 
"because  they're  afraid  the  Indians  will  launch  roadblocks"  or  disrupt 
river  traffic  or  create  other  civil  disobedience. 

Leaders  in  the  aboriginal  community  were  taken  aback  by  the  judges  failure 
to  acknowledge  that  the  rules  for  dealing  with  native  rights  have  changed. 
The  judgement  was  the  first  lower  court  decision  since  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  ruled  last  month  that  native  people  have  a constitutional  right  to 
own  their  ancestral  lands  and  use  them  almost  entirely  as  they  wish.  Under 
the  ruling,  Ottawa  must  justify  its  use  of  lands  that  native  people  have 
not  signed  away  in  treaties  and  pay  compensation  for  those  uses.  Dr. 

Taiaiake  Alfred,  a professor  of  native  government  at  the  University  of 
Victoria,  said  in  an  interview  that  Dudge  Thomas's  comments  about 
aboriginal  fishing  rights  appear  to  be  in  complete  ignorance  of  the 
Supreme  Court  decision. 

"It's  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  plain  direction  of  the  Supreme  Court,"  he 
said  in  an  interview.  "Native'  rights  do  not  derive  from  the  authority  of 
the  Canadian  government."  The  Supreme  Court  also  urged  native  people  and 
governments  to  resolve  their  differences  through  negotiations,  not  further 
litigation.  Dr.  Alfred  added.  Dudge  Thomas  clearly  did  not  heed  the 
Supreme  Court's  advice  and  his  decision  forces  aboriginal  bands  to  more 
litigation  to  have  the  lower  court  respect  the  new  principles  put  forward 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  he  said.  Lawyer  Edward  Dohn  questioned  how  Dudge 
Thomas  could  reach  his  conclusion  about  aboriginal  fisheries  without 
receiving  any  evidence  from  the  bands  involved  in  the  fishery.  Dudge 
Thomas  did  not  provide  any  opportunities  to  hear  submissions  on  the  issues 
and  did  not  receive  any  evidence,  said  Mr.  Dohn,  who  is  the  grand  chief  of 
the  Tlatzen  nation  and  does  political  work  on  behalf  of  the  First  Nations 
Summit . 

The  court  case  ostensibly  was  to  deal  with  Mr.  Cummins  violation  of 
federal  fisheries  regulations,  and  was  not  about  fishing  rights,  he  said. 

If  native  groups  were  not  involved  in  the  court  case,  how  could  the  judge 
rule  on  the  validity  of  the  regulations?  Mr.  Dohn  asked.  "It's  a very 
unusual  decision."  The  Musqueam,  Burrard,  and  Tsawassen  Indian  bands  were 
unclear  yesterday  about  the  implications  of  the  decision  for  continued 
fishing.  As  a lower-court  decision,  the  judgment  wold  not  set  a precedent 
that  must  be  followed  by  other  judges. 
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"RE : Native  Youth  Movement  to  Intervene"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Feb  1998  02:26:39  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Native  Youth  Movement  confronts  BC  Treaty  Process 

Forwarded  message 

January  31,  1998  For  Immediate  Release 

NATIVE  YOUTH  MOVEMENT  CONFRONT  BC  TREATY  PROCESS  AS  CHIEFS,  NEGOTIATORS 
MEET  WITH  FEDERAL  INDIAN  AFFAIRS  MINISTER 

Native  Youth  Movement  will  intervene  at  First  Nations  Summit  meeting 
>From  the  Native  Youth  Movement 
To  All  of  Our  Relations 

This  morning,  as  the  officials  and  administrators  of  the  BC  Treaty 
Process  gather  to  congratulate  themselves  on  a job  well  done,  there  will  be 
another  voice.  The  voice  of  youth.  The  voice  of  truth.  Today  we  say  once 
again:  the  Native  Youth  Movement  is  opposed  to  the  treaty  process  now 
underway  in  the  province  of  "BC".  We  state  once  again:  these  lands  are 
sovereign.  They  have  never  been  ceded  or  surrendered.  Seven  generations 
ago  these  lands  belonged  to  us  - the  youth  of  today  - just  as  these  lands 
today  belong  to  generations  not  yet  born.  They  are  not  here  to  speak  for 
themselves,  but  we  are.  And  we  know  it  is  our  people's  responsibility,  we 
know  it  is  our  responsibility,  to  speak  for  them. 

We  are  sovereign  Indian  nations.  Despite  every  effort  of  colonization, 
despite  the  residential  schools,  the  theft  of  Native  children,  despite 
the  imposition  of  the  band  council  system,  despite  the  attempted  murder  of 
our  identity  as  Indian  peoples,  we  are  still  here  to  say  to  the  world:  We 
remember  who  we  are.  And  we  remember  that  we  are  sovereign,  free  peoples. 
These  lands  hold  the  spirits  of  our  people.  They  have  never  been 
surrendered,  sold,  or  taken  in  war.  They  have,  however,  been  stolen.  And 
that  theft  continues  to  be  carried  out  right  before  our  eyes.  But  we  have 
eyes  and  we  can  see. 

Treaties  are  internationally  recognized  agreements  made  between  sovereign 
nations.  That  means  they  are  subject  to  international  law.  The  province  of 
"BC"  is  not  a sovereign  nation,  and  the  involvement  of  the  provincial 
government  means  the  treaties  being  negotiated  in  the  BC  treaty  process 
are  not  real  treaties.  To  present  it  otherwise  is  fraud.  Using  terms  such 
as  "First  Nations"  and  giving  the  appearance  of  'sovereignty'  to  band  and 
tribal  councils  does  not  change  the  fact  that  they  are  employees  of,  and 
administrators  for,  the  Canadian  state.  They  do  not  have  the  authority  to 
negotiate  on  behalf  of  the  people  for  the  sale  of  ancestral  territories. 

We  question  the  legitimacy  of  any  such  transactions.  The  strategy  of  the 
government  during  negotiations  is  not  to  pursue  'justice'  but  to 
manipulate  and  control  us.  This  is  clear  in  a "secret"  document  entitled 
"Guidelines  for  Federal  Self-Government  Negotiators  (No. 2),"  in  which 
negotiators  are  instructed  to  avoid  certain  wording,  such  as  'peoples',  as 
it  "may  raise  implications  vis-a-vis  the  right  of  self-determination  at 
international  law."  Negotiators  are  told  to  use  terms  such  as  'First 
Nations.'  It  also  states, 

"2.  Use  of  the  term  "distinct  peoples"  raises  other  considerations.  While 
a good  argument  can  be  made  that  Indian  people...  are  a distinct  group, 
the  more  larger  the  collectivity  is  sub-divided  the  less  likely  it  is  that 
distinctiveness  can  be  demonstrated.  This  is  underscored  in  the  case  of 
the  Fort  Frances  Framework  Agreement  where  the  negotiating  group  (the 
First  Nation  as  defined  in  the  Framework  Agreement)  do  not  represent  all 
of  the  Anishnaabe  but  only  some  of  them.  (Guidelines  for  Federal 
Self-government  Negotiators  No. 2,  "How  to  Deal  with  Requests  for 
Recognition  as  'Distinct  People(s)'",  Inherent  Rights  Directorate  and 
Department  of  Justice,  March  15,  1996.) 

Clearly  the  government's  plan  is  to  divide  our  peoples  up,  and  then 
negotiate  with  individual  band  councils.  At  the  same  time  they  seek  to 
silence  our  voice  at  the  international  level  by  denying  that  we  are 


sovereign  peoples,  instead  portraying  us  as  an  ethnic  minority  - an 
internal  "domestic"  concern.  The  government  says  it  is  pursuing 
"modern-day  treaties"  as  a way  to  resolve  historical  grievances,  to  undo 
past  wrongs.  Hmmmm...  It  seems  to  us  that  these  lands  in  "BC"  remain 
sovereign  Indian  lands,  with  some  small  exceptions  (ie.  the  Douglas 
Treaties,  and  Treaty  8).  And  the  government  knows  this.  Even  according  to 
the  law  of  Canada,  the  same  law  they  so  righteously  claim  to  stand  on, 
these  lands  were  to  be  surrendered  to  the  Crown  before  any  settlement  or 
even  trade  could  occur,  according  to  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763.  To 
this  day  Canada  is  bound  by  this  proclamation;  it  remains  law. 

The  government  is  now  making  treaties  because  it  wants  to  end  all  legal 
challenges  to  its  legitimacy  and  authority.  Its  aim  was,  and  always  has 
been,  to  destroy  us  as  sovereign  nations,  to  dismantle  our  societies,  to 
kill  our  spiritual  ways.  From  genocidal  wars  to  the  Indian  Act,  from  the 
band  council  system  to  the  residential  schools,  from  the  theft  of  Native 
children  to  the  use  of  military/police  force  against  our  peoples,  to  this 
- the  treaty  process  - the  government  has  attempted  to  assimilate  us  into 
a system  that  offers  nothing  to  us  but  despair,  suicide,  prostitution, 
cocaine,  poverty  and  hopelessness. 

Yes,  against  all  reason,  we  are  questioning  the  history  we  have  been  told 
of  how  things  were,  and  how  things  are. 

Only  the  people  of  a nation  can  decide  their  fate,  together  as  a people. 
Only  by  keeping  us  ignorant  have  the  land-thieves  managed  to  maintain  this 
charade.  They  keep  us  ignorant  by  secret  meetings,  secret  documents  and 
conferences  no  one  hears  about.  Too  many  of  those  in  the  band  councils 
knowingly  participate  in  these  deceptions.  The  government  feeds  their  egos 
with  all  these  secret  meetings,  secret  documents  and  planes,  cars  and 
hotels  for  conferences  no  one  hears  about.  They  must  feel  so 
important...  and  they  should,  because  they  are  making  plans  in  secret 
about  the  future  of  Indian  peoples  and  our  lands! 

This  is  why  in  so  many  areas  people  are  unaware  that  the  band  council  is 
even  involved  in  treaty  negotiations.  This  is  why  in  so  many  territories 
treaty  negotiations  go  on  with  little  involvement  from  the  people,  and 
especially  from  the  youth.  We  say  it  is  the  youth  that  will  have  to  live 
with  these  treaties,  and  the  generations  unborn.  It  doesn't  matter  how 
much  money  they  give  us  now,  where  will  it  be  for  our  grandchildren,  our 
great  grandchildren,  our  great,  great  grandchildren?  Will  we  be  able  to 
say  to  them  "We  carried  the  responsibility  to  defend  the  people?"  Will  we 
be  able  to  say  "We  did  all  we  could?"  We  do  not  have  to  accept  this 
fraudulent  treaty  process;  we  have  a choice.  And  we  have  eyes,  even  if 
they  try  to  keep  us  in  the  dark.  And  we  have  a voice,  even  if  they  try  to 
silence  us. 

We  are  not  here  today  to  demand  anything  from  the  First  Nations  Summit, 
from  the  federal  or  provincial  government.  We  are  here  to  say:  This  is 
the  truth  we  feel  in  our  hearts.  We  call  on  our  peoples,  we  call  on  the 
youth,  to  listen  to  their  hearts.  To  remember  the  truth  of  who  we  are,  to 
remember  that  we  are  sovereign  peoples,  to  remember  that  our  ancestors 
lived  and  died  on  these  lands  that  we  could  be  here  today.  Let  us  honour 
them  by  carrying  that  responsibility  for  the  generations  unborn.  Together 
we  can  start  a fire,  because  in  our  hearts  we  carry  burning  desire  for 
change . 

Brothers  and  Sisters  from  the  Native  Youth  Movement  in  a secret  meeting 
held  in  Occupied  Salish  Territory  (East  Vancouver) 


Canadian  Alliance  In  Solidarity  With  The  Native  Peoples  (CASNP) 

Native  Youth  Movement 
February  1,  1998 
Occupied  Coast  Salish  Territory 
East  Vancouver 
She: kon 

Congratulations!  I was  told  by  someone  from  CASNP  who  saw  you  on  TV  about 
your  sudden  and  effective  appearance  at  the  meeting  with  the  Minister  and 
Phil  Fontaine.  Your  statement  that  you  faxed  to  me  is  a gem.  It's  right  on 
in  every  aspect.  I was  so  proud  to  read  it,  so  succinct  and  direct.  That's 
what  I like  about  our  youth.  They  don't  beat  around  the  bush! 


I am  attaching  the  agenda  of  the  CASNP  Annual  General  Meeting  to  be  held 
in  Winnipeg  Feb.  27  to  Mar.  1.  If  anyone  can  make  it,  we'd  be  glad  to  see 
them.  The  youth  could  take  the  reigns  of  the  movement  and  take  it  down  the 
right  path  in  a good  way.  CASNP  is  helping  to  set  up  this  meeting  but  it 
is  the  youth  who  will  make  it  go. 

All  the  best.  Nia:wen 
Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  President,  CASNP 

Phone  (416)  972-1573  Fax  (416)  972-6232  casnp@pathcom.com 

End  forwarded  message: 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy . org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Plymouth  County  Courthouse"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Ian  1998  21:39:32  EST 
From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Subj : Plymouth  County  Courthouse,  Massachusetts 

**  NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  ** 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

UAINE  Danuary  29,  1998  statement 
Plymouth  County  Courthouse,  Massachusetts 

We  will  make  a short  statement,  and  then  we  would  like  to  introduce  our 
defense  team  so  that  they  can  address  and  explain  what  happened  in  court 
this  morning. 

The  Town  of  Plymouth  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  are  continuing 
to  engage  in  this  false  pretense  that  we  are  some  kind  of  criminals.  We 
continue  to  insist  upon  the  truth.  The  truth  is  that,  on  November  27,  1997, 
the  cops  were  the  criminals  in  Plymouth  that  day,  not  any  of  us  who  were 
arrested . 

The  racism  and  injustice  we  face  in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  taken  to  some 
additional  lengths,  are  the  same  racism  and  injustice  that  led  to  the 
frame-up  of  Native  political  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier  in  1976.  Peltier  is 
serving  two  consecutive  life  sentences  for  crimes  that  he  clearly  did  not 
commit.  Peltier  was  the  victim  of  intentional  and  malicious  misconduct  on 
the  part  of  federal  prosecutors  and  the  FBI. 

February  6th  marks  the  anniversary  of  Peltier's  false  extradition  from 
Canada.  In  Boston  on  February  6,  we  are  having  a demonstration  outside  the 
federal  courthouse  and  post  office  building  to  demand  freedom  for  Leonard 
Peltier  and  Mumia  Abu  lamal.  Similar  demonstrations  on  behalf  of  Peltier 
will  be  taking  place  around  the  world.  We  ask  that  everyone  who  can  hear  us 
today  find  a way  to  remember  and  honor  Leonard  Peltier  on  February  6th. 

We  demand  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier.  We  demand  justice  for  ourselves  also. 

Some  people  have  urged  us  to  work  through  what  they  call  "the  proper 
channels."  We  have  always  attempted  to  do  so,  and  never  with  any  positive 
result.  During  the  past  two  months,  we  have  made  numerous  efforts  and 
overtures  to  meet  with  Cellucci,  Harshbarger,  and  other  state  officials  to 
seek  justice.  They  do  not  respond  to  our  requests,  nor  the  requests  of  our 
lawyer,  for  information  about  what  happened  in  Plymouth  on  November  27, 

1997.  At  best,  they  say  they  will  "get  back  to  us"  with  the  information  we 
request,  and  then  they  never  do.  They  all  hope  that  this  problem  will  just 
go  away. 

We  are  not  dust  to  be  swept  under  the  carpet  of  racism.  We  will  not  just 
go  away. 

Thousands  of  people  are  outraged  by  the  unprovoked  police  attack  on 


peaceful  marchers  that  occurred  in  Plymouth  on  "thanksgiving"  day,  1997. 
Thousands  of  people  have  demanded  that  these  false  charges  against  us  be 
dropped.  But  the  Plymouth  DA's  office  continues  to  waste  our  time  and  the 
taxpayers'  money  by  refusing  to  yield  to  sanity  and  common  sense. 

Many  members  of  the  media  have  asked  us  if  we  plan  to  file  a civil  suit  for 
violation  of  our  human  rights  and  for  police  brutality.  Given  the 
circumstances,  wouldn't  we  be  foolish  not  to  do  so? 

There  are  words,  names  of  places,  that  reverberate  through  history.  For 
oppressed  people,  these  words  and  names  swim  through  our  blood  and  live  in 
our  hearts  and  memories  forever.  They  are  names,  words  such  as  Selma,  and 
Chiapas,  and  Wounded  Knee,  and  Soweto.  And  now  we  have  Plymouth,  "America's 
hometown,"  which  is  showing  itself  to  be  the  hometown  of  American  racism  and 
violence. 

Our  demands  remain  the  same:  We  demand  a public  apology.  We  demand  an 
open  public  inquiry,  conducted  by  independent  parties,  into  the  police 
brutality  that  occurred  in  Plymouth  on  Nov.  27,  1997.  We  demand  that  Gov. 
Cellucci  and  other  state  and  national  figures  break  their  silence  and 
condemn  the  police  violence  that  occurred  in  Plymouth  on  "thanksgiving"  day. 
Last,  but  certainly  not  least,  we  demand  that  all  charged  be  dropped  now! 

Drop  the  charges  now! 

"RE : Dineh  Investigation"  

Date:  Sat,  lan  24,  1998  11:21  PM  EDT 
From:  BEBIRD 

Subj : Dineh  Investigation  - Please  forward  to  your  networks 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (SDN) 
sdnation@earthlink.net 
Media  Release 

For  further  information  please  contact 

Pamela  Kraft  (212)  564-3329  or  Marsha  Monestersky  (718)  349-1841 
January  26,  1998 

On  February  3,  1998  Mr.  Abdelfattah  Amor,  the  United  Nations  Special 
Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance,  of  the  United  Nations  Commission  on 
Human  Rights,  will  meet  with  traditional  Dineh  (Navajo)  in  Black  Mesa, 

Arizona  to  investigate  charges  of  human  rights  violations. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  US  will  be  formally  investigated  by  the  UN 
for  violations  of  the  right  to  freedom  of  religion  or  belief.  The  role  of 
the  Special  Rapporteur  is  to  examine  incidents  and  governmental  action  in 
all  parts  of  the  world  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  Declaration 
on  the  Elimination  of  All  Forms  of  Intolerance  based  on  Religion  or  Belief, 
and  to  recommend  remedial  measures  for  such  situations.  Although  Mr.  Amor 
will  visit  with  other  indigenous  peoples,  this  is  his  only  on-site  visit. 

The  Dineh  filed  a complaint  with  the  United  Nations  Human  Rights 
Commission  in  1997  charging  the  US  government  with  human  rights  violations. 
The  Dineh  suffer  from  the  consequences  of  US  governmental  laws  that  have 
legalized  the  denial  of  access  to  water,  livestock  confiscation,  the 
ability  to  gather  firewood  to  heat  their  homes  in  winter  and  any  housing 
improvement  - even  in  cases  of  life  threatening  illnesses. 

British-owned  Peabody  Coal  Company  (PCC),  the  world  is  largest  privately- 
owned  coal  company,  operates  the  Black  Mesa/Kayenta  strip  mine  in  the 
heart  of  Black  Mesa.  Over  4,000  burial  and  sacred  sites  have  been 
destroyed  as  a result  of  strip  mining.  There  is  no  protection  given  to 
Dineh  burial  grounds  and  sacred  sites.  Their  religion  which  is  land-based 
and  site  specific  represents  the  foundation  of  their  lives. 

The  Dineh  continue  to  this  day  to  face  forced  relocation,  eviction,  and 
human  rights  violations.  Since  1974,  over  12,000  Dineh  have  been  relocated 
from  their  ancestral  land,  3,000  remain,  sheep  herding  and  weaving  rugs. 

They  endure  because  of  their  sacred  ties  to  their  traditional  land  - their 
Jerusalem,  their  Mecca.  Mr.  Amoris'  mandate  urges  states  to  exert  their 
utmost  efforts,  in  accordance  with  their  national  legislation  and  in 
conformity  with  international  human  rights  standards,  to  ensure  that 
religious  places,  sites  and  shrines  are  fully  respected  and  protected. i 
The  Dineh  are  heartened  by  the  support  of  over  250  Non  Governmental 


Organizations  (NGOs),  many  affiliated  with  the  Economic  and  Social  Council 
(ECOSOC)  of  the  UN,  representing  some  one  billion  individuals  worldwide. 

An  inter-faith  coalition  of  NGOs  will  be  in  Black  Mesa  February  2-4,  1998 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Dineh  to  witness  the  historic  meeting.  They 
include  the  United  Methodist  Church,  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 

National  Council  of  Churches,  NGO  Decade  Committee  of  the  World  is 
Indigenous  Peoples,  International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  the  Human  Rights 
Caucus,  the  Values  Caucus,  and  others.  Reverend  Dr.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  General  Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  has  been  chosen  by  the  NGOs  to  lead  the 
delegation . 

It  is  hoped  that  the  United  Nations  report  will  result  in  the  repeal  of 
the  Relocation  Acts,  P.L.  93-531  and  P.L.  104-301.  The  Dineh  and  Hopi 
peoples  should  be  protected  as  Living  Treasures,  their  right  to  practice 
their  traditional  ways  on  their  land  preserved.  Their  teachings  about 
living  as  caretakers  of  the  Earth  provide  unique  insight  regarding  the 
protection  of  human  values,  religious  freedom  and  the  global  ecosystem. 
December  10,  1997  marked  the  beginning  of  a year  long  celebration  of  the 
50th  Anniversary  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights,  during  the 
United  Nations  Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous  Peoples.  We  urge  you  to 
provide  media  coverage  of  this  historic  event. 

Donations  are  urgently  needed  and  will  be  gratefully  appreciated. 

Please  send  tax-deductible  contributions  to:  Mr.  Liberato  C.  Bautista, 

Assistant  General  Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  United  Nations  office, 

777  UN  PLaza,  11th  floor.  New  York,  NY  10017-3585. 

Telephone:  (212)  682-3633. 

Please  specify  that  it  is  for  the  DINEH  PR03ECT.  Contributions  received 
after  early  February  will  be  applied  to  our  budget  deficit  so  we  can  cover 
post-Dineh/UN  costs. 

Also,  please  contact  us  via  e-mail  if  you  want  to  help  ensure  the 
Relocation  Acts  are  repealed  by  Congress  or  Presidential  Executive  Order. 

We  will  send  you  additional  information.  Thank  you. 

"RE : Lower  Churchill  News"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Han  1998  13:24:49  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv(3web. net> 

Subj : Regional  News  and  Commentary:  Lower  Churchill 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Lower  Churchill  revisited  1/25/98  () 

By  BOB  BENSON 

The  Evening  Telegram 

Some  20  years  ago  there  was  speculation,  just  like  today,  that  an 
agreement  was  at  hand  between  this  province  and  Quebec  to  jointly  harness 
the  hydroelectricity  potential  of  the  Lower  Churchill  River. 

Indeed,  former  Newfoundland  Premier  Frank  Moores,  in  a telephone  interview 
from  his  Florida  home  where  he  lives  in  retirement,  said  he  had  worked  out 
a deal  with  Quebec's  Premier  Rene  Levesque  in  the  1970s.  But  that  deal  was 
never  inked  due  to  intense  opposition  in  Moores'  cabinet  which  would  have 
brought  down  the  government  had  the  premier  insisted  on  implementing  it. 

"The  agreement  we  had  with  Quebec  allowed  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  to 
recall  800  megawatts  from  the  Upper  Churchill,"  Moores  said.  "In  return  for 
our  permission  to  develop  the  Lower  Churchill  _ that  is  Muskrat  Falls  and 
Gull  Island  _ we  would  have  a share  in  that  development  and  we  would  be 
allowed  to  recall  800  megawatts  from  the  Upper  Churchill  and  transmit  the 
power  across  Quebec  for  sale  elsewhere,  but  Quebec  would  charge  us  wheeling 
rights.  There  was  a lot  of  detail  to  work  out  but  we  thought  it  was  a hell 
of  a good  deal  from  where  we  were  sitting." 

One  scenario  at  the  time  would  have  seen  the  province  give  Quebec  the  right 
to  develop  hydro  power  on  several  rivers  which  flowed  into  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  as  a tradeoff  for  the  Upper  Churchill  recall  and  joint  Lower 
Churchill  development.  But  those  headwaters  existed  inside  Labrador,  which 


meant  Quebec  would  have  exercised  control  over  provincial  territory,  which 
would  have  raised  the  Labrador  boundary  issue,  all  that  implies. 

Another  scenario  would  have  seen  the  province  give  up  its  demands  to 
renegotiate  the  inequitable  Upper  Churchill  contract  and  allow  the  status 
quo  to  continue,  which  would  in  fact  have  given  Quebec  effective  control. 
Quebec  and  Newfoundland  would  have  jointly  developed  the  Lower  Churchill, 
and  this  province  would  have  received  the  800  megawatt  recall  when  it  was 
completed . 

"I  am  sure  there  would  have  been  changes  in  the  deal  I had  with  Levesque, 
but  I would  be  very  surprised  today  if  a deal  was  not  worked  out  in 
Newfoundland's  favor,"  Moores  said. 

But  nothing  is  as  simple  as  it  seems. 

It  appears  the  Moores  government  _ and  perhaps  Brian  Tobin's  government 
today  _ was  considering  giving  up  something  up  front  in  favor  of  future 
benefits;  a deal  with  no  losers,  a win-win  situation  for  Quebec,  and 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

Each  successive  government  since  the  Moores  administration  began  talks  to 
develop  the  Lower  Churchill  has  tried  in  vain  to  negotiate  with  the  Quebec 
government  and  Hydro  Quebec  to  get  the  Lower  Churchill  under  way.  The  price 
tag  on  the  project  today  is  about  $12  billion. 

When  Premier  Joseph  R.  Smallwood  got  British  bankers  and  Brinco  to 
construct  the  Upper  Churchill  in  the  1960s,  a shortsighted  power  contract 
was  signed  with  Hydro  Quebec.  Brinco  agreed  to  sell  the  Quebec  government 
corporation  power  at  three  tenths  of  a cent  per  kilowatt  hour  for  40  years, 
with  an  option  for  another  25  years.  The  contract  came  into  effect  in  1976 
and  remains  so  until  2041. 

Hydro  Quebec  agreed  to  take  29.1  billion  kilowatt  hours  annually  for  the 
life  of  the  contract,  and  leave  2.7  billion  hours  for  this  province's  use. 

Hydro  Quebec  sells  Upper  Churchill  power  to  the  United  States,  mainly  to 
New  York,  at  rates  between  2.49  cents  and  4.5  cents  per  kilowatt  hour. 

Quebec  earns  more  than  $750  million  from  the  Upper  Churchill,  while  this 
province  collects  between  $70$80  million  from  the  power  it  sells  to  Hydro 
Quebec . 

In  1973,  Premier  Moores  announced  the  Lower  Churchill  would  be  developed 
for  Newfoundland.  Essentially,  it  was  planned  to  have  power  brought  across 
the  Strait  of  Belle  Isle  on  a cable  _ laid  on  the  seabed  but  below  iceberg 
scourings  _ and  fed  into  the  island  grid,  similar  to  what  the  Tobin 
government  is  considering.  At  the  same  time,  a contract  would  have  to  be 
negotiated  with  a heavy  power  user,  such  as  an  aluminum  smelter,  located  on 
the  shores  of  Lake  Melville  which  would  make  the  development  of  the  Lower 
Churchill  feasible. 

Although  two  concrete  tunnels  were  built  on  both  sides  of  the  Straits  of 
Belle  Isle  to  carry  the  cables,  nothing  came  of  the  scheme  because  the 
Moores  government  was  unable  to  raise  the  money. 

Moores  admits  there  were  a few  hitches,  but  still  believes  the  idea  was  a 
good  one. 

"There  were  a couple  of  real  problems  with  it,"  he  said.  "One  was  the  cost 
of  bringing  power  to  the  island,  and  the  other  was  the  technology  for 
getting  it  across  the  Straits  _ but  the  technology  was  different  then  than 
it  is  now.  We  could  not  have  done  it  on  our  own.  We  needed  industry  to 
attract  industry  to  develop  the  Lower  Churchill.  We  almost  had  a deal  for  a 
smelter  with  Norske  Hydro  of  Norway,  but  the  problem  with  it  was  the  short 
shipping  season  in  Labrador." 

Moores  said  Premier  Tobin's  plans  to  get  the  Lower  Churchill  development 
under  way  has  his  blessings  and  support.  He  said  two  factors  could  make  the 
dream  reality. 

First,  Ontario  is  having  problems  with  its  nuclear  generated  energy,  and  is 
looking  to  other  sources. 

At  the  same  time,  the  sovereignist  government  in  Quebec  is  anxious  to  show 
the  world  that  it  is  a fair  and  good  place  to  do  business,  and  so  just 
might  be  prepared  to  make  concessions  on  the  Lower  Churchill  project. 

"I  don't  give  advice  these  days,"  Moores  said.  "But  I think  something  can 
be  done  and  it  would  be  wonderful  for  Newfoundland." 


Fenwick  Commentary.  25  January  1998. 


Evening  Telegram 

Innu  owed  a debt  in  new  power  deal 

As  Brian  Tobin  brings  the  negotiations  over  the  Lower  Churchill  Hydro 
project  to  a crucial  stage,  the  Innu  of  Labrador  are  insisting  that  the 
development  of  the  Lower  Churchill  River  will  not  proceed  in  the  same  way 
the  Upper  Churchill  was  developed. 

This  time  they  want  to  be  consulted,  want  some  say  in  how  the  development 
will  proceed,  and  want  to  be  compensated  for  any  loss  of  land  use  that 
might  occur.  This,  they  claim,  is  their  land,  and  they  will  decide  how  it 
is  to  be  developed. 

I agree. 

But  I don't  believe  that  the  Innu  have  gone  far  enough  with  their  claim. 
When  the  Lower  Churchill  River  is  developed,  the  province  hopes  to  right 
the  terrible  wrong  that  was  done  to  the  province  in  the  1960s  power 
contract,  the  contract  that  set  the  terms  for  the  price  of  power  for  up  to 
80  years  without  an  escalator  clause.  When  that  is  righted,  it  is  time  to 
right  the  even  more  egregious  wrong  that  was  done  to  the  Innu  in  the  1960s 
when  much  of  their  ancestral  land  was  flooded,  and  many  of  their  lakes  and 
rivers  were  made  sterile. 

The  Innu  of  Labrador  are  probably  the  best  cold  climate  woodsmen  the  world 
has  ever  known.  Over  the  centuries  they  developed  the  stamina,  the  skill 
and  the  traditions  that  enabled  them  to  live  in  one  of  the  harshest 
environments  in  the  world.  Almost  any  account  by  white  people  marvels  at 
the  ability  of  the  Innu  to  travel  enormous  distances  through  the  Labrador 
plateau  with  nothing  but  a canoe,  a gun  and  a few  lengths  of  snare  wire.  In 
a region  where  the  rest  of  us  would  have  perished  in  a day,  they  thrived. 

Yet  when  the  Upper  Churchill  was  developed  much  of  the  land  they  relied  on 
was  altered  forever.  Much  of  their  old  way  of  life  ended. 

Back  in  the  1960s,  aboriginal  land  claims  were  unknown  and  environmental 
legislation  was  nonexistent.  Governments  and  companies  could  flood  vast 
areas  of  land  without  harvesting  the  trees,  without  compensating  people  who 
traditionally  had  used  the  land,  and  without  mitigating  the  effects  of  what 
they  were  doing.  The  Innu  were  unceremoniously  dispossessed  of  many  of  the 
resources  they  had  relied  on  for  hundreds  of  years.  They  could  not  fish  in 
lakes  with  decaying  vegetation,  hunt  in  flooded  valleys,  roam  over  the  vast 
Labrador  plateau  on  rivers  and  lakes  that  were  no  longer  there.  Much  of 
what  they  needed  to  sustain  their  way  of  life  was  destroyed  with  no 
compensation . 

But  the  problem  of  compensation  is  a difficult  one.  If  a valley  in  which 
people  have  hunted  and  trapped  for  centuries  is  flooded,  what  can  be  done 
to  compensate  them?  Sure,  the  individual  trapper  can  be  compensated,  but 
what  about  his  son  who  would  have  taken  over  the  trap  line  in  the  fullness 
of  time?  If  a migration  route  for  caribou  is  flooded  so  that  it  becomes 
impassable,  what  can  be  done  to  compensate  for  the  lack  of  a winter's  food 
supply?  And  if  compensation  for  these  losses  can  be  made,  what  can  be  done 
to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  self  esteem  and  self  respect  when  the 
traditional  way  of  life  is  gone,  and  nothing  with  the  same  degree  of  reward 
is  there  to  replace  it? 

In  fact,  it  is  the  self  respect  of  being  able  to  sustain  oneself  on  the 
land  that  will  be  the  hardest  to  replace.  Money  in  ample  quantities  can 
always  replace  caribou  meat,  the  income  from  a trap  line,  and  provide  for 
retraining  in  other  fields.  But  when  the  Innu's  very  identity  is  tied  in 
with  being  able  to  survive  on  the  plateau  with  nothing  but  a gun  and  one's 
knowledge,  flooding  the  area  where  the  Innu  are  at  home  destroys  that  self 
respect . 

But  I would  be  the  last  person  to  argue  that  the  power  projects  not  go 
ahead.  In  the  end  there  are  only  1,500  Innu,  against  570,000  non  innu  in 
Newfoundland.  Allowing  a major  development  to  be  stalled  when  400  people 
benefit  for  every  one  that  is  impacted  is  not  looking  out  for  the  greater 
good.  No  matter  what,  the  development,  if  the  other  problems  can  be  worked 
out,  must  proceed. 

Now  as  the  negotiations  with  Quebec  over  the  Lower  Churchill  are  coming  to 
a head,  it  is  time  to  make  sure  that  the  Innu  do  not  get  it  in  the  ear 
again.  It  is  time  to  not  only  ensure  that  the  development  does  little  or  no 
damage  to  lands  they  can  use  to  live  on,  it  is  time  to  reopen  the 


compensation  brief  from  the  Upper  Churchill  development. 

If  the  province  can  overcome  the  old  grievances  from  the  power  contract, 
the  Innu  should  also  be  compensated  for  the  damage  they  sustained  in  that 
development . 

It  is  time  for  all  the  old  grievances  to  be  settled. 

Peter  Fenwick  is  a former  politician  living  in  Cape  St.  George.  He  can  be 
reached  by  email  at  peterfenwick@nf . sympatico . ca . . . 

"RE : Racism  in  Sports"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Ian  1998  23:44:49  -0600 
From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Subj : Racism  in  sports 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(3vml. spcs . umn . edu> 

NEWS  RELEASE  - IAN.  21,  1998 
Is  Racism  a Sport? 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  Contact 

RELEASE 

Attn:  Sports  Editor 

From:  American  Indian  Movement 

2300  Cedar  Avenue,  Minneapolis,  MN.  55404 
Racism  continues  to  rear  it's  ugly  head  in  sports.  The  University  of 
North  Dakota's  hockey  team  at  Grand  Forks,  the  "Fighting  Sioux,"  play 
against  St.  Cloud  State  University  "Huskies,"  Friday,  January  23,  at 
SCSU's  arena. 

UND's  use  of  the  name  "Sioux,"  and  displaying  Indian  mascots  promotes 
stereotypes,  misinformation  and  engages  in  racism.  UND  should  be  ashamed 
of  themselves  to  condone  the  use  of  the  name.  Fighting  Sioux,  and  drop  it. 
UND's  name  includes  the  tribal  name,  Dakota,  meaning  "friends"  or  "allies," 
yet  who  do  they  choose  as  their  friends. 

Although  the  name  Sioux  is  unfortunately  used  commonly  by  Dakota,  Lakota, 
Nakota  and  other  people,  it  is  because  non-Indian  people  have  unwittingly 
called  American  Indian  people  this  for  the  past  century.  Sioux  is  a 
contraction  of  Nadouessioux,  meaning  "snake"  or  "snakelike  enemy"  a name 
originally  given  them  long  ago  by  their  former  enemies,  the  Ojibway. 

A press  conference  will  be  held  at  5:30  PM  on  Friday,  Dan.  23,  1998,  at 
the  Student  Union,  East  Lounge,  Atwood  Memorial  Center,  St.  Cloud  State 
University,  and  a demonstration  at  6:30  PM  at  the  arena.  SCSU  is  at  720 
4th  Ave.  South,  St.  Cloud,  MN  56301-4498  (320-255-2244). 

Press  conference  and  support  by: 

- National  American  Indian  Movement  - AIM.  Clyde  Bellecourt  at  612/724-3129 

- National  Coalition  Against  Racism  In  Sports  and  Media  - NCARSM. 

Vernon  Bellecourt  at  612/341-3358  Ext.  138 

- People  for  Justice  Coalition  - PFJ,  Minneapolis. 

Mel  Reeves  at  612/888-4108 

- SCSU  faculty:  Professors  Michael  Davis,  Luke  Tripp,  Tamrat  Tademe  and 
Professor  Buster  Cooper  at  320/255-2244 

- SCSU  First  People  (American  Indian  Students),  St  Cloud  State  U. 

Rob  Callahan  at  320/202-6424 

- SCSU  Student  Coalition  Against  Racism  - SCAR,  St.  Cloud. 

Lance  Gibson  at  320/654-5093 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
cseagle@maroon .tc.umn.edu 
V:  612/377-4212 
F:  612/377-7020 

"RE;  Ecology  and  the  American  Indian"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Jan  1998  14:03:20  -0500 
From:  Louis  Proyect  <lnp3@columbia .edu> 

Subj:  Ecology  and  the  American  Indian 


Clyde  Bellecourt  612/724-3129 
Vernon  Bellecourt  612/341-3358  X138 
SCSU:  Lance  Gibson  320/654-5093 


UUCP  email 


Indian  religious  beliefs  are  intrinsically  ecological  since  they  regard 
nature  as  sacred.  The  various  tribes  who  inhabited  North  America  before  the 
European  invasion  had  been  here  for  tens  of  thousands  of  years,  where  they 
developed  economically  sustainable  hunting-and-gathering  economies  that 
were  respectful  of  the  environment.  They  did  not  consider  themselves  ruling 
over  nature,  but  as  part  of  nature.  Humanity  was  sacred,  but  so  were  the 
animals  and  vegetation  that  sustained  it.  Even  the  soil,  the  minerals  and 
the  rest  of  the  material  world  were  part  of  a great  chain  of  being.  An 
assault  on  a single  element  of  this  living  fabric  was  an  assault  on  the 
whole.  They  had  a radical  interpretation  of  the  old  labor  movement  slogan, 
"An  injury  to  one  was  an  injury  to  all." 

The  Indian  draws  upon  ritual  to  maintain  a sustainable  relationship  with 
nature.  These  rituals  functioned  as  a surrogate  for  ecological  science. 
Instead  of  measuring  soil  acidity  in  a test-tube  or  attaching 
radio-transmitters  to  bears,  they  simply  relied  on  empirical  observation  of 
their  environment  that  they  had  mastered.  For  example,  the  Hopi  Indians  had 
identified  150  different  plant  types  in  their  ecosphere  and  knew  the  role 
of  each.  There  is  even  evidence  that  had  learned  from  mistakes  in  their 
past.  If  overfishing  or  hunting  had  punished  a tribe  with  famine,  then  it 
developed  a myth  to  explain  the  dangers  of  such  practices.  Our  modern, 
"scientific"  society  has  no  myths  that  function  in  this  manner.  We  will 
simply  exhaust  all  fishing  stock  in  the  oceans,  because  there  is  profit  in 
it  for  some. 

The  Indian  thought  that  waste  of  natural  resources  was  insane,  especially 
for  profit.  The  Paiute  of  Nevada  tell  a story  of  a trapper  who  has  caught  a 
coyote.  When  the  trapper  was  about  to  shoot  the  animal,  it  told  him,  "My 
friend,  we  as  people  have  found  it  necessary  to  warn  you  against  trapping 
us,  taking  from  our  bodies  our  skins,  and  selling  them  for  your  happiness." 

In  essence,  the  attitude  Indians  took  toward  the  environment  was  one  of 
restraint.  The  role  of  religion  was  to  reinforce  this  behavior.  When  the 
Menominee  of  Wisconsin  gathered  wild  rice,  they  made  sure  that  some  of  the 
rice  fell  back  into  the  water  the  next  year  so  that  there  would  be  future 
crops.  In  other  instances,  reseeding  was  the  subject  of  special  prayers. 

For  example,  whenever  a Seneca  located  medicinal  herbs,  he  would  build  a 
small  ceremonial  fire.  After  the  flames  died,  he  would  throw  a pinch  of 
tobacco  on  the  ashes  and  pray,  "I  will  not  destroy  you  but  plant  your  seeds 
that  you  may  come  again  and  yield  fourfold  more."  After  harvesting  the 
plants,  he  would  break  off  the  seed  stalks,  drop  the  pods  into  a hole  and 
cover  them  with  leaf  mold.  Then  he  would  speak  these  words:  "The  plant  will 
come  again,  and  I have  not  destroyed  life  but  helped  to  increase  it." 

In  addition  to  reseeding  rituals  of  this  sort,  the  Indian  would  often  take 
less  when  more  seemed  readily  available.  The  Cahuilla  tribe  had  an  edict 
that  no  plants  should  be  harvested  unless  there  was  proof  that  they  ex 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Feb  11  12:53:52  1998 
Date:  Tue,  10  Feb  1998  19:29:04  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.007 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  North  American  Spirit  Lodge; 
www.wintercount.org;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native;  UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to  a 
.doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"After  slavery,  the  greatest  moral  failing  in  this  nation's  history  is 
its  treatment  of  the  American  Indians.  Critics  regularly  point  to  the 
modern  consequences  of  that  treatment  in  the  form  of  alcoholism, 
poverty,  and  despair,  emphasizing  the  neglect  of  a small  and  scattered 
group  with  little  political  power.  But  political  and  economic  struggle, 
while  important,  can  only  do  so  much.  Any  nation  that  hopes  to  come 
clean  must  confront  the  evils  of  its  past  not  only  in  the  practical  ream 
but  also  in  the  symbolic  or  mythological  plane  --  in  effect,  in  its 
dream  life" 

Mark  Stevens,  art  critic  _New  York  Magazine_,  biographer  and  novelist. 

"Evaluate  things  and  opportunities  as  you  encounter  them;  don't  be 
afraid,  listen  to  the  voices  and  act  on  them." 

"Believe  in  your  culture,  be  confident,  and  attend  to  community" 

_ Ihon  Goes  in  Center,  Lakota 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  is  a possibility  Leonard  Peltier's  illegal  extradition  from  Canada 
will  be  the  the  key  to  the  end  of  his  imprisonment.  This  would  surprise 
few  Native  Americans,  for  once  again  a circle  would  be  made  complete.  Read 
the  articles  and  do  what  you  can  to  help  make  this  possible. 

This  issue  also  contains  views  and  history  from  the  turn  of  the  century. 
It  is  eerie  how  little  has  really  changed  in  the  minds  and  attitudes  of 
those  who  came  to  Turtle  Island  barely  500  years  ago.  Maybe  there  are 
some  really  do  not  learn  from  history. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Date:  Thu,  5 Feb  1998  13:49:31  -0800  (PST) 

From:  George  3oe  <rezman@infomagic . com> 

Sub j : Navajo  Nation 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

TEESTO,  Ariz.  //February  4,  1998,  12:15  p.m.  //  The  Navajo  Nation 
grieves,  yet  again,  the  loss  of  another  of  its  revered  tribal  members. 

On  Sunday,  February  1,  1998  at  around  11  a.m.  at  his  residence  near  Star 
Mountain  in  Teesto,  Alvin  Clinton,  74,  passed  away. 

The  family  has  scheduled  his  funeral  for  Thursday  Feb.  5.  at  10  a.m.  at 
the  Catholic  church  in  Winslow,  Ariz.  A reception  and  dinner  will 
follow  at  Teesto  Chapter  at  2 p.m. 

Clinton  was  a traditional  medicine  man  who  aggressively  blocked  the 
fencing-off  of  a religious  butte  near  his  home  in  March  1991  by  Flopi 
tribal  rangers  and  the  BIA.  During  a scuffle  which  ensued  and  captured 
on  video,  he  was  arrested  and  jailed  by  the  BIA  and  later  charged  with 
malicious  mischief,  disorderly  conduct,  resisting  arrest,  and  assaulting 
a police  officer.  Later,  two  of  the  charges  were  dropped. 

After  the  incident,  he  told  the  Navajo  Times,  "The  federal  government 


is  beginning  to  understand  what  is  happening  to  the  Navajo  people  here. 
They  are  beginning  to  realize  that  we  need  some  protection  from  the  Hopi 
Tribe  in  order  to  continue  our  traditional  religious  practices." 

"Being  a medicine  man  he  understood  the  history  and  religious 
significance  of  Star  Mountain,  Finger  Point  Butte,  Egloffestein,  Horse 
Point,  and  many  other  sacred  buttes  near  Teesto,"  said  Elmer  Clark,  a 
close  relative,  and  a member  of  the  Navajo  Nation  Council  representing 
the  Teesto  Navajo  community.  "He  developed  charts  and  illustrations  to 
convey  his  knowledge  and  religious  importance  of  Star  Mountain. 

"To  the  very  end,  he  never  wavered  on  his  religious  beliefs  or 
compromised  them.  He  was  the  last  of  the  Navajo  warriors,  in  the 
tradition  of  Ganado  Mucho  and  Manuelito,"  he  continued.  "He  never 
accepted  or  considered  any  options  offered  by  the  Hopi  Tribe  which  he 
believed  would  compromise  his  beliefs  and  values." 

In  recent  years,  due  to  declining  health,  he  became  less  active  in  the 
24  year-old  Navajo-Hopi  land  conflict.  Last  year,  in  March  1997,  he 
was  one  of  few  who  out-  right  refused  to  sign  a 75-year  Accommodation 
Agreement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe.  When  asked  by  a CNN  reporter  if  he  was 
going  to  sign  the  agreement,  he  told  them,  "When  you  sign  [the 
agreement],  you  sign  your  life  away." 

And  recently  in  October,  he  was  one  of  eight  Navajos  who  filed  a class 
action  lawsuit  against  Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  Interior  which 
"challenged"  the  Accommodation  Agreement.  The  suit  alleged,  among 
others,  that  the  agreement  was  faulty,  contained  no  provisions  for 
funding,  and  signatures  were  obtained  by  coercion. 

His  resistance  to  Public  Law  93-531,  the  Navajo-Hopi  Settlement  Act  of 
1974  began  long  before  October  1988,  but  in  that  year  he  began 
testifying  as  a witness  on  sacred  sites  and  Navajo  customs  during  the 
Manybeads  vs.  United  States  hearings  and  during  subsequent  negotiations 
on  behalf  of  the  Navajo  Nation.  In  the  following  years,  he  also 
testified  during  many  other  "land  dispute"  cases  before  the  Ninth 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  and  the  Federal  District  Court  in  Phoenix, 

Ariz . 

Upon  learning  of  Clinton's  passing,  Navajo  President  Albert  Hale  said, 
"His  humbleness,  honesty  and  candor  in  refusing  and  sometimes 
challenging  the  federal  government's  Navajo/Hopi  Relocation  Act  was  well 
known  to  all.  For  many  people  across  the  country  who  sympathize  with 
Navajos,  he  represented  the  struggle  for  resistance  and  bringing  public 
awareness  to  the  plight  of  Navajos  facing  relocation." 

A medicine  man  and  veteran  of  World  War  II;  he  served  in  the  U.S. 
Marines  and  was  honorable  discharged  in  1944.  He  worked  for  the  Indian 
Health  Service  in  Winslow  for  23  years  before  retiring  in  1988.  He 
leaves  behind  his  wife  Ida  Mae,  three  daughters,  four  sons,  18 
grandchildren,  and  seven  great-grandchildren . 


Date:  Sat,  7 Feb  1998  12:19:51  +0000 

From:  "Stevie  de  Saille"  <Stevie.de.Saille(3ecn.cz> 

Subject:  (Fwd)  BIGMTLIST  :Alvin  Clinton 

Osiyo  Gary- 

Could  you  please  include  this  in  this  week's  issue  of  WI  for  those 
who  are  not  on  the  BMlist. 

Thank  you. 

Stevie  de  Saille 

The  world  lost  a great  man  Saturday  night  as  Alvin  Clinton  passed  on  in 
his  sleep.  Luckily,  most  of  his  family  was  with  him  at  the  time  and  he  did 
not  suffer. 

Alvin  Clinton  was  a well-respected  medicine  man  and  leader  in  the 
relocation  resistance.  His  knowledge  reached  beyond  cultural  boundaries 
and  taught  us  all  how  to  be  a good  human  being.  He  taught  us  how  to  stand 
for  what  we  believe.  He  taught  us  to  work  hard  and  walk  a beautiful  path. 

He  taught  us  how  to  give  to  others.  How  to  love  relatives  and  stick 
together  through  tough  times.  The  world  lost  a great  man. 

He  spent  his  life  taking  care  of  his  family  and  practicing  the  traditional 


ways.  He  worked  for  a time  for  the  BIA  as  a tuberculosis  worker, 
travelling  the  rez  helping  those  who  were  sick.  Alvin  was  not  concerned 
with  material  possession.  Frequently,  he  gave  away  valuables,  let 
relatives  borrow  vehicles,  chain  saws,  and  his  own  labor. 

My  heart  is  heavy  as  I write.  I find  it  hard  to  believe  that  the  stories 
and  songs  he  knew  are  gone. 

Alvin  should  be  honored  as  a great  man. 

Unfortunately,  his  family  does  not  have  an  insurance  policy  to  pay  for  a 
funeral . 

We  are  his  insurance  policy.  He  taught  us  to  give  to  others  by  example.  He 
was  never  a rich  man  in  terms  of  money,  but  everyone  I ever  spoke  to  about 
him,  even  his  enemies,  respected  and  loved  him.  He  was  rich  indeed. 

I call  on  everyone  who  was  touched  by  him  or  knew  about  him  in  some  way  to 
help  out  the  family  pay  for  the  funeral.  The  family  is  still  in  shock  and 
have  not  made  funeral  plans  at  this  time. 

I was  told,  however,  that  his  body  sits  in  rest  at  a mortuary  in  Winslow, 
AZ.  Please  reach  deep  in  your  pockets  and  send  whatever  you  can  to: 

Greer  Scott  Mortuary 
316  W.  2nd  St. 

Winslow,  AZ  86047 
(520)  289-3335 

Please  earmark  the  checks  to  "Alvin  Clinton."  The  family  needs  $5000  sent 
to  the  mortuary.  If  you  feel  more  comfortable  sending  money  directly  to 
the  family,  please  make  checks  out  to  Verna  Clinton  and  send  to: 

Verna  Clinton 
Teesto  Box  7041 
CPU  Winslow,  AZ 
86047 

This  is  a great  loss  for  all  of  us.  If  you  cannot  send  any  money,  please 
at  least  send  prayers  for  Ida  his  wife,  and  his  children  Rose,  Verna, 

Naomie,  Iordan,  Derry,  Tony,  and  all  his  grandkids  and  relatives.  Stay 
strong  and  keep  the  faith. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Andy  Bessler  (520)774-6686 
Please  forward  this  to  anyone  you  know.  avb@dana.ucc.nau.edu 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : Peltier  Day"  

Date:  Fri,  6 Feb  1998  00:34:46  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S. 
Sub j : Peltier  Day:  Support  with  faxes. 
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email,  calls 


Forwarded  message: 

From:  stoneby@ibm.net 

Date:  Thu,  05  Feb  1998  10:57:30  -0800 

Subject:  Support  Peltier  with  faxes,  email,  calls 

This  is  from  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  web  site: 
http: //www. lpsg-co.org/peltier . html 

Tomorrow  is  Leonard  Peltier  Day  (Feb  6).  A timely  point  to  call,  fax, 
write  or  email  the  President  to  ask  for  Executive  Clemency.  Below  is  a 
sample  fax  to  the  President  from  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 
which  can  also  be  used  as  text  for  an  email  or  letter. 

White  House  Phone:  (202)  456-1111 
White  House  email  page: 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/Mail/html/Mail_President . html 
Postal  address: 

President  William  3.  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue  NW 
Washington,  DC  20500 

You  can  also  write  to  the  following: 

Honorable  Eric  Holder 

Deputy  Attorney  General 

10th  & Constitution  Avenue  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20530 

Honorable  3anet  Reno 

Attorney  General 

10th  & Constitution  Avenue  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20530 

Margaret  Colgate  Love 

U.S.  Pardon  Attorney 

500  First  Street  N.W.  7th  Floor 

Washington,  D.C.  20530 

LPSN/Central  Ohio 
1543  Lincoln  Road 
Columbus,  Ohio  43212 
(614)  488-6411  PH/FAX 


Fax  to  President  Clinton 
(202)  456-2461 

President  William  3.  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue  NW 
Washington,  DC  20500 
/ /98 

Dear  President  Clinton: 

The  facts  surrounding  the  Leonard  Peltier  case  are  now  known  world  wide. 
There  are  over  25,000,000  people,  including  many  world  leaders,  and  55  U.S. 
Congressmen  that  now  call  for  Leonard's  freedom. 

Please  accept  this  request  for  Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier.  Let 
Leonard  see  his  grandchildren  grow  up,  as  he  missed  the  childhood  of  his 
own  children  due  to  this  injustice.  Please  reunite  him  with  his  family  and 
his  people. 

Mr.  President,  please  join  other  world  leaders,  millions  of  citizens  and 
answer  the  call  for  freedom.  Please  grant  Leonard  Peltier  Executive 
Clemency. 


Respectfully, 


Signed 

Printed  Name 

Address 

City State Zip  Code 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Message  about  Peltier"  

Sub j : Message  about  Peltier 

From:  David  Yohn  <Ableza@ableza.org> 

Date:  Mon,  09  Feb  1998  19:25:21  +0000 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Passing  on  a message  from  a friend  to  anyone  interested. 

From:  Tony  Beebe  <tony@marcomusic . com> 

Subject:  Leonard  Peltier 

Duli  and  I received  a phone  call  from  Leonard  Peltier  last  night.  Fie 
sounds  in  real  good  spirits  (which  is  a miracle,  considering  where  he 
is) . 

Flere  is  the  good  news.  Leonard  is  waiting  for  a fax  to  confirm  this 
news,  but  it  sounds  very  promising.  The  Canadian  Parliament  has  voted 
to  investigate  the  extradition  of  Leonard.  If  they  find  that  indeed  it 
was  illegal  for  the  US  to  have  removed  him  from  Canada,  or  that  the  US 
used  false  information  to  extradite  him,  then  the  Canadian  government 
will  issue  a formal  request  the  Leonard  be  returned  to  Canada.  And  we 
all  know  that  they  lied  and  used  false  testimony  to  get  him  out  of 
Canada,  so  this  just  may  be  Leonard's  ticket  out  of  prison.  Anyway, 
like  I said,  he  was  in  great  spirits  about  this  news. 

Not  so  good  news  is  that  the  LPDC  is  out  of  money.  They've  got  a phone 
bill  of  $750  that  has  to  be  paid  or  the  phone  will  be  cut  off.  Like 
always,  every  little  bit  helps.  If  you  can,  please  send  any  amount  to: 
LPDC  P.O.  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  USA  66044 
One  of  the  saddest  things  that  Leonard  said  about  prison  life  was  this; 

* If  I knew  prison  was  going  to  be  this  bad,  I would  rather  have  taken 
the  death  penalty* 

It's  not  a pretty  place  to  be.  Fie  is  surrounded  by  violence  every  day, 
and  every  day  is  a struggle  to  keep  your  sanity. 

Keep  him  in  your  prayers  always,  and  if  you  can,  send  a little  money. 

Thanks  for  reading  this,  and  feel  free  to  cross  post  this  message  to 
anywhere  you  feel  it  might  help  Leonard, 
take  care, 

Tony  (&  3uli) 

Keep  up  with  the  latest  information  about 
Marco  Antonio  Solis.  Official  Web  Site: 
http://www.marcomusic.com 

* Ableza,  a Native  American  Arts  and  Film  Institute  * 

* 1279  Mildred  Ave.  (408)  267-4609  * 

* San  lose,  CA  95125  fax:  (408)  267-9609  * 

* David&Diane@ableza .org  http://www.ableza.org  * 


RE:  Peltier  Statement  & LPDC  Info 


From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Date:  Sat,  7 Feb  1998  05:23:16  EST 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - PELTIER  STATEMENT  AND  L.P.D.C.  INFO 

**  NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  ** 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

Sub j : Peltier  Statement  and  LPDC  Info 

Date:  98-02-06  12:48:27  EST 

From:  AIMAZ 

Leonard  Peltier's  Statement  For  February  6,  1998 

"Lets  continue  working  in  the  direction  that  we're  going.  I can't 
receive  any  justice  in  the  courts  so  the  only  thing  we  have  to  deal  with 
is  the  political,  we  can  only  go  back  into  the  political  arena.  We  can 
win  by  building  a powerful  block  of  people  who  are  willing  to  organize  for 
the  rights  of  indigenous  people.  We  must  demand  that  the  government  quit 
obstructing  justice  and  start  obeying  their  own  laws.  There  are  still 
current  Indian  issues  that  haven't  been  resolved.  Dust  because  a few 
casinos  exist  most  Indians  are  still  poor.  This  struggle  continues  and 
people  need  to  become  more  active.  " 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  would  also  like  to  welcome  back 
Bobby  Castillo.  He  will  resume  his  work  as  one  of  Leonard's  International 
Spokespersons  at  the  February  6,  1998  rally  in  San  Francisco.  Its  a great 
pleasure  to  have  Bobby  back  on  the  team. 

We  also  want  to  announce  the  Leonard  Peltier  Food  Drive  for  the  People 
of  Chiapas.  Thousands  of  people  are  near  starvation  in  Chiapas.  Leonard 
thought  we  should  start  a food  drive.  We  hope  you  will  join  Leonard  in 
supporting  this  effort.  Leonard  would  also  like  to  encourage  you  to 
attend  Dericho  98  in  Washington  DC  March  27,  1998  and  the  Rally  to  Free 
Leonard  Peltier  on  Dune  27,  1998  outside  the  White  House.  Leonard  did  not 
have  a hearing  in  February  and  hopes  to  go  before  the  board  in  May. 

Leonard  also  asked  us  to  make  a request  for  donations.  His  Defense 
Committee  is  about  to  lose  its  office  and  phone.  He  needs  $750  by  next 
Friday  or  the  phone  will  be  cut  off.  He  also  just  found  out  that  the 
lease  on  his  office  ends  March  1,  1998.  He  has  less  then  $300  in  his 
account.  Its  important  that  everyone  send  as  much  as  they  can  to  the 
address  below. 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

P.0  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

(785)  842-5774 

FAX:  (785)  842-5796 

Homepage : www .unicorn . net /pelt ier / i ndex. html 

"RE : Big  Mountain:  UN  Human  Rights  Delegation"  

Date:  Sat,  07  Feb  1998  22:13:30  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Amor  Visit  Media  Coverage 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

The  following  article  was  sent  in  by  Mauro  Oliveira  of  SOL  Communications. 

UN  Human  Rights  Delegation  Holds  Hearings  on  Forced  Relocation  and 
Religious  Persecution  of  the  Dineh  people 
by  Shawn  Ewald  and  Lyn  Gerry 
for  The  A-Infos  News  Service 

BIG  MOUNTAIN,  NORTHEASTERN  ARIZONA  --  On  February  2nd  and  3rd,  at 
the  home  of  Glenna  Begay,  a traditional  Dineh  elder,  hearings  were  held 


by  Mr.  Abdelfattah  Amor  of  the  UN  Commission  on  Human  Rights , and 
several  UN  affiliated  NGO's,  investigating  charges  of  the  forced 
relocation  of  traditional  Dineh  people  from  their  homes, 
religious  persecution  against  those  who  practice  traditional  Dineh 
beliefs,  and  environmental  degradation  of  traditional  Dineh  lands 
by  Peabody  Coal  Company. 

The  hearings  were  the  result  of  a complaint  filed  by  the  Dineh  in 
1997  charging  the  US  Federal  Government  with  human  rights  violations. 
The  hearings  are  an  attempt  to  pressure  the  US  Federal  Government  to 
repeal  Public  Laws  93-531  and  104-301  which  have  legalized  the  denial 
of  access  to  water,  livestock  confiscation,  the  denial  of  the  right  to 
gather  firewood  for  the  Dineh  to  heat  their  homes  in  winter  --  even  in 
cases  of  life  threatening  illness,  and  the  denial  of  the  right  of  the 
Dineh  to  make  improvements  in  their  housing.  The  Dineh  filed  the 
complaint  because  the  US  Federal  Government  has  consistently  blocked 
any  attempt  by  the  Dineh  to  address  their  grievances  in  a US  court. 

The  Dineh  also  hope  that  the  United  Nations  will  formally  charge  the 
United  States  with  human  rights  violations. 

British-owned  Peabody  Coal  Company  (henceforth,  PCC),  the  world's 
largest  privately-held  coal  company,  operates  the  Black  Mesa/Kayenta 
strip  mine  in  the  heart  of  the  Black  Mesa  region  of  the  Dineh 
reservation.  Over  4,000  burial  and  sacred  sites  have  been  destroyed  as 
a result  of  strip  mining.  There  is  no  protection  given  to  Dineh  burial 
grounds  and  sacred  sites.  Their  religion,  which  is  land  based  and 
site  specific,  is  the  foundation  of  their  way  of  life.  The  Dineh  state 
that  Public  Laws  93-531  and  104-301  were  written  specifically  to 
promote  PCC's  interests  in  the  region. 

Mr.  Amor  and  the  visiting  NGO's  heard  the  testimony  of  Dineh  elders 
from  all  over  the  Black  Mesa  region  of  the  Dineh  reservation.  They 
gave  their  accounts  of  their  forced  eviction  or  the  eviction  of  their 
neighbors  from  their  land,  the  demolition  of  theirs  and  their 
neighbors  homes,  as  well  as  accounts  of  harassment  by  the  US  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs.  The  hearings  for  both  days  lasted  well  into  the  night. 

Elders  from  the  neighboring  Hopi  reservation  also  gave  their 
testimony.  They  verified  many  of  the  statements  of  the  Dineh  elders, 
especially  the  accounts  of  the  increasing  scarcity  of  water  in  the 
region . 

The  Dineh  and  Hopi  reservations  sit  on  top  of  one  of  the  largest 
aquifers  in  the  South  West.  PCC  has  been  using  massive  amounts  of 
water  from  the  aquifer  to  operate  coal  slurry  pipelines  that  transport 
coal  to  Las  Vegas  and  Southern  California  without  replacing  the  water 
they  use,  which  is  a requirement  of  US  mining  regulation.  The  result 
of  these  mining  violations  has  meant  that  well's  are  rapidly  running 
dry  all  across  the  Dineh  and  Hopi  reservations . 

The  Hopi  elders  also  came  to  publicly  dispel  the  myth  of  a Dineh/Hop 
land  dispute,  which  the  traditional  Dineh  and  Hopi  say  has  been 
manufactured  by  the  Hopi  and  Dineh  tribal  councils  in  an  effort  to 
prevent  solidarity  among  the  Hopi  and  Dineh  in  this  struggle.  The 
traditional  Dineh  and  Hopi  regard  their  tribal  councils  as  nothing 
more  than  puppets  of  the  US  Federal  Government  who  merely  rubber-stamp 
any  proposal  made  by  the  Federal  Government  and  its  corporate  backers. 

Well  over  one  hundred  Dineh  supporters  from  all  over  the  United 
States  also  came  to  attend  the  event,  and  donate  food,  clothing 
and  their  labor.  Members  of  Free  Radio  Berkeley  (Berkeley,  CA)  and 
Radio  Clandestina  (Los  Angeles,  CA)  set  up  a temporary  micropower 
radio  station.  Free  Radio  Dineh,  for  the  UN  visit.  For  three  days, 
interviews  and  commentary  from  Dineh  resistors  as  well  as  testimony 
from  the  hearings  were  broadcast  to  residents  of  the  Black  Mesa/Big 
Mountain  region.  The  members  of  FRB  and  RC  hope  to  set  up  a permanent 
micropower  station  for  the  traditional  Dineh  in  the  near  future. 

The  event  was  universally  considered  to  be  a success,  and  the  Dineh 
are  hopeful  that  they  will  see  a positive  result  from  the  hearings. 

In  his  opening  remarks,  Mr.  Amor  told  those  in  attendance  at  the 
hearings,  "I  will  listen  with  an  open  mind  and  an  open  heart". 

Whether  the  UN  General  Assembly  will  listen  with  open  minds  and 


hearts  and  have  the  strength  to  charge  the  United  States  with  human 
rights  violations  remains  to  be  seen. 

For  more  information  on  the  plight  of  the  Dineh,  go  to: 
http: //www. sol communications . com 


Radio4All : 

http: //www. radio4all.org/ 

The  A-Infos  Radio  Project: 
http://radio4all.web.net/ 

Public  PGP  Block:  http://www.radio4all.org/pgp/ 


SOL  Communications  is  a 501c3  non-profit  corporation. 

fax  (818)  753-9675 

sol@westworld . com 

PO  Box  4024 

Los  Angeles,  CA  90078 

<<http: //www. sol communications . com/>http: //www. solcommunications . com> 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Perspective  on  Amor  Visit"  

Date:  Mon,  09  Feb  1998  16:41:29  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : ONE  SUPPORTER'S  PERSPECTIVE  on  the  Amor  visit  to  Big  Mountain 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

The  following  is  ONE  SUPPORTER'S  PERSPECTIVE  on  the  Amor  visit  to  Big 
Mountain.  I must  caution  the  reader  that  there  were  many  "goings-on" 
involving  many  different  people  and  agendas  during  the  several  meetings 
and  activities  that  took  place  as  part  of  and  concurrent  with  Mr.  Amor's 
visit.  Until  more  information  is  available,  it  may  not  be  appropriate  to 
to  draw  conclusions.  The  following  information  was  sent  in  by  Ion  Norstog. 


Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  February  9,  1998 

This  has  been  a particularly  hard  winter  here,  with  a long  spell  of  hars 
weather.  The  bucket  of  water  I put  out  for  the  animals  to  drink  from  at 
night  froze  in  early  December  and  stayed  frozen  until  late  Danuary.  There 
was  about  a week  of  warm,  sunny  weather,  then  a return  of  freezing 
temperatures  and  wave  after  wave  of  storms.  The  people  on  the  land  are 
for  the  most  part  still  waiting  for  the  home  repairs  they  were  promised 
when  the  U.S.,  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  Navajo  Nation  went  door-to-door  this 
spring,  trying  to  get  people  to  sign  the  "Accommodation  Agreement."  A 
lot  of  elderly  people  are  spending  this  tough  winter  as  they  have  spent 
winters  in  the  past,  in  drafty  or  damp  houses  and  hooghaans. 

Added  to  the  misery,  the  Flopi  Tribe  has  denied  woodcutting  permits  for 
those  who  did  not  sign  the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  and  Flopi  Rangers  have 
reportedly  been  confiscating  firewood  and  tools  from  people's  homes.  The 
Flopi  Rangers  are  what  is  called  a contract  program  - the  tribe  contracts 
(P.L.  93-638)  with  the  United  States  to  provide  "resource  enforcement" 
services  on  their  reservation.  In  that  way,  the  Rangers  are  acting  as 
federal  agents.  This  is  your  tax  money  at  work. 

Through  the  fall  and  winter,  Roman  and  I have  been  working  mainly  with 
the  Cactus  Valley-Red  Willow  Spring  community.  Most  of  that  work  belongs 
to  the  community,  which  will  decide  when  or  whether  to  circulate  it  on  the 
internet.  That's  why  I haven't  been  putting  out  the  "Updates"  recently. 


The  United  Nations  Rapporteur's  visit 

All  last  year.  Dine'  from  the  "disputed  lands"  have  been  working  with 
the  United  Nations,  in  New  York  and  in  Europe.  Kee  Watchman,  from  Cactus 
Valley-Red  Willow  Spring  worked  especially  hard,  spending  most  of  the 
year  sleeping  on  couches  and  eating  strange  food  in  countries  where  he 
doesn't  understand  the  language.  With  the  help  of  European  support  groups 
and  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  he  was  able  to  line  up  a lot 
of  political  support  in  various  countries  and  the  European  Parliament  for 
action  by  the  UN  Commission  for  Human  Rights.  As  a result  the  Commission 
sent  its  Special  Rapporteur  for  Religious  Intolerance,  Mr.  Amor,  to  the 
United  States  to  investigate  the  possible  violations  of  the  rights  of 
indigenous  people  in  the  US  to  practice  and  express  their  religions. 

The  Rapporteur's  mandate  is  to  investigate  clear  instances  of 
intentional  religious  discrimination  or  persecution  by  the  United  States 
government.  For  instance,  Len  Foster  gave  testimony  about  the  prohibition 
or  restrictions  on  religious  expression  by  Native  prisoners  in  the  federal 
and  state  prison  systems  and  testimony  was  taken  on  the  intentional 
destruction  or  desecration  of  sacred  sites  such  as  Mt.  Graham.  The 
argument  that  "relocation"  is  a violation  of  the  Dine'  right  to  free 
religious  expression  can  be  found  in  the  Manybeads  case. 

We  started  work  in  early  December,  providing  technical  assistance  to 
Cactus  Valley  and  working  on  the  logistics:  lining  up  the  tribal  airplane 
to  transport  the  Rapporteur,  and  making  certain  that  Council  was  aware  of 
the  visit  and  supported  it.  At  the  other  end.  International  Indian  Treaty 
Council  made  arrangements  for  his  visit  to  the  Cactus  Valley-Red  Willow 
Spring  community  to  hear  testimony  from  community  residents  and  any  other 
Dine'  that  the  community  wanted  to  put  on  the  agenda. 

In  the  weeks  preceding  Mr.  Amor's  visit,  the  event  was  widely  publicized 
on  the  internet  and  a number  of  support  groups  and  non-governmental 
organizations  (NGOs)  decided  to  come  out  to  the  Big  Mountain  area.  A 
number  of  powerful  religious  NGOs  such  as  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
decided  to  participate.  The  press  was  invited  and  several  news 
organizations  sent  reporters.  I was  told  that  someone  even  had  a portable 
FM  radio  broadcasting  station.  The  support  groups  and  NGOs  set  up  their 
own  camp  at  Teddy  and  Glenna  Begay's  place  along  the  road  to  Cactus  Valley 
and  Red  Willow  Spring.  A big  tent  was  set  up  and  a couple  of  hooghaans 
were  built. 

No  one  bothered  to  get  a building  permit  and  as  a result  the  Hopi  Tribe 
for  a while  threatened  to  turn  Mr.  Amor  back  at  the  HPL  boundary.  Mr  Amor 
then  decided  to  cancel  the  Cactus  Valley-Red  Willow  Spring  meeting  to 
avoid  a confrontation.  According  to  someone  who  was  involved  in  the 
negotiations  which  followed  this  development,  once  it  was  made  clear  to 
the  Hopi  Tribe  that  the  NGO-support  group  meeting  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Rapporteur's  visit,  the  Hopis  decided  against  blocking  his  arrival. 

The  Hopi  press  office  referred  my  inquiry  on  this  matter  to  the  Vice- 
Chairman  who  has  not  responded  to  my  call. 

On  Monday,  Feb.  2 Intergovernmental  Relations  Committee  passed  a strong 
resolution  supporting  the  Dine'  families,  affirming  that  the  United  States 
was  violating  their  religious  freedom,  and  addressing  some  of  the 
arguments  presented  to  the  UN  by  the  US.  The  next  morning  I carried  a 
load  of  copies  of  this  resolution  along  with  a batch  of  Cactus  Valley's 
documents  which  the  Legislative  Office  copied  for  them  out  to  Red  Willow 
Spring  area.  Len  Foster  wanted  a ride  out  so  I took  him  too.  There  had 
been  a few  days  of  dry,  sunny  weather  and  the  roads  were  pretty  good  all 
the  way.  We  took  a back  road  to  Red  Willow,  passing  a Hopi  Ranger  who 
just  waved  as  we  scraped  by  along  the  ditch. 

The  meeting  was  held  as  scheduled  at  the  home  where  Kee  Watchman  and 
lack  and  Lucy  Woody  live.  They  have  a "project  hope"  house,  one  of  the  28 
or  so  Peter  MacDonald  built  one  weekend  in  1988  before  the  courts  stopped 
him.  The  Woodys  have  a generator  which  they  can  run  when  electric  power 
is  needed. 

The  Rapporteur  came  accompanied  with  a small  caravan,  including  the 
Speaker  of  the  Navajo  Nation  Council,  his  aides,  and  Elmer  Milford.  A lot 
of  Dine'  from  the  Big  Mountain  area  showed  up  as  well,  including  Roberta 


Blackgoat,  Katherine  Smith,  Ruby  and  Colleen  Biakeddy,  Mae  Washington.  I 
thought  I saw  Sarah  Begay  and  Mae  Tso  as  well.  It  was  a houseful. 

Clarence  Blackrock  gave  the  prayer,  then  Mr.  Amor  informed  the  group 
what  the  agenda  was  and  asked  them  to  stick  to  it.  There  were 
introductions,  everything  being  translated  between  Dine',  English  and 
French.  Roman  was  the  Dine-English  interpreter.  At  that  point  Mr.  Amor 
asked  everyone  who  wasn't  giving  testimony  to  leave  the  room.  Most  stayed 
anyway  (I  left,  as  did  a couple  of  White  Ladies  and  a woman  who  was 
watching  a bunch  of  children).  I'd  already  done  my  work,  so  didn't  need 
to  hang  around.  After  a while  Len  Foster  came  out  too,  and  took  a bunch 
of  pictures  of  everyone. 

A lot  of  the  Dine'  had  the  idea  that  the  NGO-support  group  meeting  was 
the  one  where  they  were  supposed  to  give  their  testimony.  Mr.  Amor  had 
planned  to  visit  Red  Willow  Spring,  a sacred  site  which  has  been  badly 
damaged  by  BIA  range  operations.  Instead  he  decided  to  go  to  the  NGO- 
support  group  meeting  to  hear  a little  more  testimony. 

Len  and  I got  some  food,  then  followed  the  caravan.  When  we  got  there, 
we  saw  that  the  meetings  organizers  had  decided  to  exclude  a lot  of  people, 
including  all  Navajo  Nation  employees  and  Council  delegates.  There  was 
the  Speaker,  Elmer  Milford  and  a couple  of  ASO  IV' s sitting  in  their 
tribey.  The  place  was  jammed  - a tall  white  man  in  a white  turban  walked 
by  as  Elmer  Milford  was  telling  the  securities  that  Len  and  I were  FBI 
agents.  They  got  excited,  taking  notes  and  pictures  and  talking  to  each 
other  on  their  walkie  talkies.  Len  got  all  bent  over  that  - he's  a 
Wounded  Knee  veteran,  and  now  he's  getting  the  treatment  from  security! 
Roman  came  over  and  said  the  organizers  weren't  letting  him  in  either,  so 
we  all  drove  back.  Our  work  was  done. 

Kee  Watchman  flew  back  to  Phoenix  with  the  Rapporteur.  He  could  be 
anywhere,  now.  Mr.  Amor  gave  a press  conference  in  Phoenix.  A storm 
moved  in  that  evening  and  turned  most  of  the  reservation  back  into  frozen 
mud . 

Some  Conclusions 

The  United  States  has  lost  a lot  of  leverage  with  the  UN.  It  used  to  be 
that  the  US  would  tolerate  any  kind  of  statements  or  interventions  made, 
but  kept  a pretty  careful  watch  on  resolutions  or  proposed  actions.  Any 
time  the  Commission  for  Human  Rights,  the  Sub-Commission  for  Prevention  of 
Discrimination  and  Protection  of  Minorities,  or  the  Working  Group  on 
Indigenous  Peoples  looked  like  they  might  take  action  on  the  "land 
dispute"  the  US  would  bully  them.  The  US  used  to  sit  on  the  UN  Budget 
Committee  and  was  perfectly  willing  to  cut  funds  for  any  UN  bodies  it  had 
a disagreement  with.  That  was  the  US'  leverage. 

The  US  isn't  on  the  Budget  Committee  any  more.  The  US  hasn't  been 
paying  its  dues  for  a long  time  and  the  rest  of  the  UN  is  getting  tired  of 
having  Americans  tell  them  how  to  spend  their  money.  With  the  threat  of 
US  retaliation  greatly  diminished,  the  UN  is  now  more  willing  to  hold  the 
US  to  the  same  standards  on  human  rights  as  it  does,  say  Cuba. 

The  UN  can't  really  do  anything  to  the  US  in  the  short  run,  but  an 
investigation  like  this  can  lead  to  problems  I the  long  term.  It 
certainly  will  reduce  the  US'  ability  to  use  the  UN  for  its  own  purposes. 

The  US  position  is  that  this  whole  thing  is  a dispute  between  two  Indian 
Nations,  and  that  the  US  is  powerless  to  interfere.  In  the  past  the  US 
has  told  the  Sub-commission  that  the  relocation  program  is  voluntary,  too. 
Anyone  familiar  with  the  issue  will  see  through  this  argument,  and  the  IGR 
Committee  resolution  (which  I will  send  separately)  addresses  it  squarely. 

Eventually  the  US  will  have  to  deal  constructively  with  the  problem, 
rather  than  continue  denying  it  exists. 

If  anyone  can  take  credit  for  the  Rapporteur's  visit  to  Big  Mountain,  it 
is  Kee  Watchman.  I've  known  him  quite  a few  years,  respect  the  man  and 
hope  to  see  him  continue  providing  leadership  on  this  issue.  He  had  a lot 
of  help.  The  Treaty  Council  and  the  European  support  groups  should  be 
praised  for  their  support  of  leadership  when  it  emerges  on  the  land. 

The  NGO-support  group  meeting  was  particularly  useful  in  involving  the 
mainstream  NGOs.  This  raises  the  level  of  awareness  of  the  issue.  The 
Unitarian  Universalist  Church  had  a session  on  the  violations  of  Dine' 
religious  freedom  at  their  general  assembly  last  year.  It  would  be 


marvelous  if  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  some  of  the  other  main  line 
religious  NGOs  also  take  a stand  on  this  particular  case. 

jn 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 
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From:  http://www.wintercount.org 
Sub j : My  Friend 

http://www.wintercount.org 

Letter  from  a Buffalo  Nations  Warrior  at  Yellowstone  National  Park 
My  friend, 

A quiet  night.  I hear  the  fire  gently  burning  in  the  woodstove.  Most  are 
asleep.  I feel  their  weariness.  There  are  still  some  of  our  people  out 
there,  on  skis  (2:30  AM)  and  how  can  I sleep?  This  is  the  rest  of  the 
story  that  needs  to  be  told;  the  deep  commitment  of  these  buffalo 
guardians . 

In  attempts  to  discredit  them  (by  the  Department  of  Livestock  and  the 
Bozeman  Chronicle  mostly),  they  have  been  called  20-year-old  hippies  and  a 
non-Indian  group.  These  people  are  young  in  years  only;  they  are  more 
disciplined  than  people  twice  their  age.  They  have  a purpose,  to  make  a 
difference  in  that  time  between  birth  and  death,  that  very  few  people  have. 
They  see  beyond  the  "here  and  now"  that  many  minds  are  confined  to.  They 
can  see  generations  out  and  have  that  ability  to  "vision"  that  is  so  rare. 

In  this  tragedy,  there  are  no  racial  distinctions.  We  walk  the  same  path, 
are  of  the  same  mind.  If  this  is  what  "hippie"  is  all  about,  I am  honored 
and  thankful  to  be  in  this  camp. 

You  and  I know  that  people  back  home,  especially  the  elders,  feel  so 
much  grief  and  helplessness  over  this  carnage.  The  volunteers  here  are 
their  warriors,  fighting  their  battle.  I am  awed  and  humbled  by  the  depth 
of  their  commitment.  They  are  the  true  relatives  of  the  buffalo. 

On  the  day  they  killed  the  mothers  and  their  babies,  these  people  had  to 
witness  the  slaying.  They  had  been  with  them,  watching  over  them  for  weeks. 
And  then,  because  of  the  danger  to  the  other  buffalo,  they  stayed  out 
there  the  entire  day.  Some  stayed  with  them  for  the  night.  Not  a whimper! 
They  come  in,  eat,  fall  in  bed,  get  up  and  go  again.  I cry  for  them  when  I 
see  the  pain  and  fatigue  on  their  faces.  And  I thought  this  country  was  so 
lacking  for  heroes.  I live  with  a houseful!  When  one  falters,  the  others 
close  in  to  support  and  comfort,  just  like  buffalo. 

It  really  bothers  me  that  when  DOL  rode  in  on  snowmobiles  (like  choppers 
in  "Apocalypse  Now"),  there  was  heavy,  drifting  fog  and  it  wasn't  quite 
daylight.  Mike,  Corey,  or  the  other  two  skiers  that  came  in  could  have 
been  shot! 

On  Tuesday,  Dan,  Adam,  and  Rodeo  go  to  court.  I'm  not  certain  of  the 
status  of  Corey's  situation.  (I  close  my  eyes  and  see  the  image  of  a young 
man  on  a snowmobile,  riding  in  between  the  buffalo  and  the  guns.)  And  Mike, 
for  the  years  he's  had  to  see  this  and  the  months  he  worked  so  hard  to  set 
up  this  protection  operation;  I can't  begin  to  imagine  how  it  felt  to  lose 
five  and  then  six.  And  then  to  be  arrested  for  OBSTRUCTION  (OF 
3USTICE) ? ! ? ! ? ! His  only  crime? 

To  be  the  reporter  that  he  is,  to  film  so  the  public  could  see  the 


reality  of  what  happened  that  day.  Remember  I told  you  about  being  told 
(in  a ceremony)  that  if  anyone  came  here  in  anger,  that  we  would  return 
home,  one  less  person?  Well,  when  they  put  him  in  the  police  vehicle,  it 
took  all  of  my  will  to  subdue  my  anger!  I was  shaking  and  it  wasn't  from 
the  cold.  Why  is  it  harder  when  it  happens  to  someone  else?  The  local 
sheriff,  who  protects  the  killers,  called  them  "eco-terrorists" , an  empty 
echo.  I told  him  terrorists  were  about  violence  and  the  violence  was 
committed  by  the  MT  Dept,  of  Livestock.  (The  bodies  of  the  mothers  and 
calves  lay  nearby.)  I only  feel  pity  for  him. 

It  is  only  law  enforcement  and  Scott  McMillion  of  the  Bozeman  Chronicle 
that  work  at  discrediting  us  though.  But  our  neighborhood  and  many  folks 
in  West  Yellowstone  are  kind  and  supportive.  We  are  gifted  with  food, 
books,  gloves,  and  encouragement.  The  slaughter  has  been  hard  for  them  too. 

I'm  still  waiting  for  the  skiing  warriors  to  come  home.  We  need  better 
and  more  radio  equipment.  Good  communications  is  critical  and  it  already 
has  been  a matter  of  life  or  death  for  the  buffalo!  The  DOL  will  never 
admit  that  there  were  times  that  our  people  took  buffalo  away  from  them  to 
safety. 

We  went  to  town  this  evening  and  on  the  way  home  at  11:00  PM,  we  came 
upon  a DOL  truck  pushing  three  buffalo  north  (towards  the  capture 
facility)  on  the  dark  highway.  Two  of  our  people  jumped  out  and  hollered 
(yes,  we  do  holler  sometimes)  to  the  driver  to  leave  the  buffalo  alone. 

One  of  our  guys  ran  behind  the  buffalo,  trying  to  get  them  turned  off  the 
highway.  And  suddenly,  I saw  him  in  front  of  the  weaving  truck  that  wasn't 
stopping!  He  managed  to  get  out  of  the  way  after  the  truck  bumped  him,  I 
think  twice  at  least.  It  hit  me  then... an  awful  feeling  of  evil.  To  keep 
going  when  there  is  a human  being  in  front  of  the  vehicle?  To  be  so  intent 
on  herding  his  prey  towards  capture  and  death,  in  the  middle  of  the  night? 
What  is  the  urgency  to  kill?!?  I am  still  shivering  from  that  overwhelming 
sense  of  evil.  We  desperately  need  prayers  for  the  safety  of  the  buffalo 
and  their  protectors. 

Some  extra  prayers  for  Mike.  He  bears  the  burden  of  leadership  that  many 
will  only  glance  at  out  of  the  corner  of  their  eyes.  The  kids  have  learned 
to  use  my  e-mail  now.  I know  that  this  is  not  easy  for  them,  but  they 
won't  complain.  They  are  so  caring  to  each  other.  Could  you  give  them  a 
call?  I communicate  with  them  often  and  they're  OK,  but  I think  a 
grandmother  voice  will  be  welcome.  I miss  them. 

Another  favor:  could  you  put  out  a radio  call  for  volunteers  on  KILI  and 
KINI  (Rosebud)?  The  volunteers  here  need  rest. 

The  skiers  are  home.  The  buffalo  are  off  the  highway  and  safe  in  the 
darkness.  The  fire  is  out.  Goodnight,  my  friend,  and  thank  you  for  being 
there  when  I am  at  my  weakest. 

"RE : DOL  Continues  Reckless  Behavior" 

Date:  Tue,  3 Feb  1998  12:05:35  -0500 

From:  buffalo@wildrockies.org  (Buffalo  Nations) 

Sub j : DOL  continues  reckless  behavior 

UUCP  email 
Buffalo  Nations 

P.O.  Box  957  West  Yellowstone,  Mt.  59758 
Phone  (406)646-0070  Fax  (406)646-0071 
E-mail  buffalo@wildrockies.org. 

Montana  Department  of  Livestock  Continues  Reckless  Attempts  to  Capture  and 
Kill  Buffalo:  Buffalo  Nations  Volunteers  Help  Buffalo  To  Safety 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  February  3,  1998 

Media  Contacts:  Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  Sue  Nackoney,  (406)  646-0070 

At  11:30  P.M.  the  evening  of  Monday,  February  2,  the  Montana  Department  of 
Livestock  hazed  three  bison  down  the  middle  of  Highway  191  north  towards 
the  capture  facility  on  Duck  Creek  in  West  Yellowstone,  Montana.  One 
Buffalo  Nations  volunteer  attempted  to  turn  the  buffalo  off  the  highway  and 
into  the  woods,  and  was  bumped  at  least  twice  by  a Department  of  Livestock 


vehicle. 

Earlier  that  day,  Buffalo  Nations  volunteers  witnessed  the  scattering  of 
hay  in  and  around  the  capture  & testing  facility.  On  January  22,  nine 
bulls  were  baited  with  hay  into  the  facility  on  Duck  Creek  and  shipped  five 
to  a Sheridan,  Montana  slaughterhouse. 

Lakota  activist  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  says  she  is  disturbed  by  recent  acts 
of  recklessness  by  the  Department  of  Livestock.  "Last  Thursday,  DOL  shot 
those  calves  and  their  mothers  in  the  poor  visibility  of  twilight  and 
heavy  fog.  They  very  well  aware  of  our  presence  in  this  area.  What  was  the 
urgency  to  kill?  I don't  understand  it  and  I don't  think  I want  to,"  she 
said . 

Hazing  on  the  highway  is  not  necessarily  dangerous  to  our  volunteers,  but 
to  the  general  public.  Mike  Mease  observed  that,  "The  truck  was  weaving 
from  one  side  of  the  road  to  the  other,  keeping  the  buffalo  moving  right 
down  the  center.  It  was  an  accident  just  waiting  to  happen,"  said  Mease. 

Buffalo  Nations  volunteers  found  two  calf  heads  and  one  hide  in  the 
dumpster  at  Eco-West  Dump  after  the  January  29th  kill.  Rosalie  Little 
Thunder  responds,  "Not  only  is  it  wasteful,  but  if  the  buffalo  posed  such  a 
disease  risk  as  to  be  shot,  then  why  were  these  remains  left  in  an  open 
container? 

Rosalie  tells  of  a community  project  in  South  Dakota  that  wants  to 
"restore  buffalo  back  into  our  lives".  They  recently  made  personal  loans  to 
buy  their  first  calf  and  are  looking  for  a companion. 

Photo  and  video  documentation  of  the  calves  in  the  dumpster  available  from 
Buffalo  Nations,  (406)  646-0070. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 
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UUCP  email 

My  name  is  Rosalie  Little  Thunder.  I am  of  the  Sicangu  band  of  the  Lakota 
Nation.  I hold  no  position  of  power  and  I hold  no  wealth,  but  I do  have  an 
important  message  for  you. 

Historically,  the  buffalo  were  critically  essential  to  our  survival  and 
were  the  center  of  our  culture.  We  hold  them  sacred  (we,  who 
hold  fast  to  the  laws  and  sacredness  of  the  natural  world).  For  many  of 
our  people,  especially  our  elders,  the  slaughter  was  a horrendous  tragedy, 
reminding  us  of  similar  massacres  of  our  people  in  the  not-so-distant 
past.  I am  a descendant-survivor  of  two  massacres:  the  1855  Little  Thunder 
massacre  in  Nebraska  (within  the  boundaries  of  the  1851  treaty  territory) 
and  the  Sand  Creek  massacre  ten  years  later.  But  that  is  not  unique;  all 
native  people  in  this  country  have  haunting  massacre  histories. 

In  the  late  1800 's,  60  million  or  more  buffalo  were  mindlessly 
slaughtered,  in  a very  deliberate,  calculated  move  to  starve  and  conquer 
the  native  people.  The  buffalo  were  slaughtered,  we  were  slaughtered,  the 
buffalo  are  being  slaughtered  again.... 


Like  the  two  sides  of  the  buffalo/Indian-head  nickel,  we  are  synonymous; 
two  sides  of  a single  coin.  We,  and  the  buffalo,  share  a common 


history  that  we  dare  not  forget.  We  may  be  generations  and  miles  removed 
from  the  buffalo,  but  according  to  the  wisdom  of  thousands  of  years  of 
existence  in  the  natural  world  and  interdependence  with  the  buffalo,  we 
hold  a belief;  a prophecy  of  an  inseparable  destiny. 

Surely,  as  a leader,  you  must  at  least  understand  the  challenge  of  being 
responsible  for  not  only  the  people,  here  and  now,  but  also  for  future 
generations.  "In  every  deliberation,  we  must  consider  the  impact  upon  the 
7th  generation"  was  the  challenge  of  our  traditional  leadership. 

If  the  sacredness  of  the  buffalo  is  so  difficult  a concept  to  understand, 
then  consider  this:  science  recognizes  the  buffalo  as  a keystone  species 
of  the  ecosystem  and  like  us,  who  serve  as  "miners'  canaries"  for 
humanity,  the  buffalo  too  serve  as  such  for  the  natural  world  that 
sustains  us  all. 

If  this  land  could  support  60  million  plus  buffalo  that  were  almost 
completely  exterminated,  save  for  those  very  few  that  sought  refuge  in 
Yellowstone,  then  we  have  yet  to  comprehend,  to  experience  the  full 
impact  of  their  absence. 

It  is  happening  all  over  again.  Beneath  the  layers  of  pathological 
politics,  once  that  smokescreen  of  disease  is  blown  away,  you  will  find 
that  same  brutal  violence  that  this  country  was  built  upon.  Mr.  President, 
that  violence  is  not  just  a faint  memory  in  family  history,  I've  been  in 
Yellowstone,  I have  seen  it. 

You  have  signed  an  executive  order,  directing  your  agencies 
and  departments  to  consult  with  tribes  in  matters  that  affect  them.  The 
buffalo  are  of  historic,  cultural,  and  religious  significance  and  we  have 
not  been  consulted  in  a meaningful  manner.  We  have  not  even  been 
participants  on  the  Environment  Impact  Study  team.  As  the  leader  who 
affixed  his  name  on  that  Executive  Order,  you  must  honor  Government  to 
Government  Relations  and  tribal  consultation  in  determining  the  fate  of 
the  sacred  buffalo;  your  national  symbol. 

We  remain  in  Yellowstone  with  many  friends;  peaceful  but  determined 
guardians  of  the  buffalo.  Ho,  hecetu! 

Buffalo  Nations 

Forwarded  message  Date:  Mon, 

12  Dan  1998  14:49:05  -0500  From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies.org> 
Subject:  buffalo  nations  update-  more  saved 

E-MAIL  UPDATE- -WEEK  OF  DANUARY  8,  1998 
Volunteers  from  the  group  Buffalo  Nations  declared  victory  Sunday 
after  successfully  defending  bison  all  week  from  Dept,  of  Livestock  (DOL) 
agents.  On  late  Monday  afternoon  the  DOL  was  spotted  outside  the  town  of 
West  Yellowstone.  Several  members  of  Buffalo  Nations  were  standing  with  a 
small  group  of  bison  by  a housing  development  when  the  DOL  drove  up.  The 
DOL  quickly  left  the  scene  after  spotting  us  and  was  subsequently  followed 
through  the  area  by  half  a dozen  vehicles  before  the  state  agents  went 
"home"  for  the  night  to  the  private  residence  of  the  individual  who 
maintains  the  capture  facility. 

The  next  day  BN  was  in  position  and  ready  to  go.  More  than  a half 
dozen  people  took  a stand  next  to  nine  bison  resting  on  private  land  a half 
mile  beyond  the  capture  facility.  During  the  course  of  the  day  BN  was 
bolstered  by  news  from  a park  service  employee  who  was  able  to  contact  the 
owner  of  the  land  where  the  bison  rested  and  who  reported  that  the  owner 
didn't  want  bison  killed  on  his  land.  When  the  DOL  showed  up  on 
snowmobiles  they  were  confronted  by  8 people  who  refused  to  leave  the  bison 
and  who  carried  the  message  of  the  landowner  to  the  DOL.  The  DOL  left, 
threatening  to  come  back  and  haze  the  bison  into  the  capture  facility  with 
the  landowners  permission.  Fortunately,  the  DOL  never  returned  and,  we 
assume,  never  got  the  needed  permission. 

While  standing  with  the  bison,  dozens  of  locals  and  tourists  with 


camera's  stopped  by  the  side  of  the  road  and  offered  support. 

Over  the  next  several  days  the  DOL  showed  their  vehicles  but  not 
their  faces.  Buffalo  Nations  declared  victory  for  the  week. 

The  situation  in  W.  Yellowstone  is  getting  more  urgent  by  the  day. 

Snow  continues  to  accumulate  hourly;  more  than  250  bison  are  now  inside  the 
park  a few  miles  from  the  boundary;  the  DOL  has  made  its  intentions  clear 
and  continues  to  stay  in  the  area.  Buffalo  Nations  expects  serious 
confrontations  when  these  250  leave  the  park,  perhaps  this  week.  They  are 
calling  on  concerned  people  everywhere  to  join  them  in  protecting  the 
bison.  Also  donations  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 

"RE : Make  Montana  Accountable"  

Date:  Wed,  4 Feb  1998  12:30:43  -0700 

From:  buffalo  folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Action  Alert  for  the  Buffalo. .to  archive. . .thanks  for  a moment  of 
your  time! 

UUCP  email 

ACTION  ALERT 

Please  Call  the  Department  of  Livestock  about  the  bison  they  have  killed. 

So  far  the  state  of  Montana  has  killed  with  no  accountability  for 

their  actions.  It  is  time  to  hold  them  responsible.  Call  often  (especially 

when  you  hear  about  another  death!),  and  spread  the  word  to  others. 

Let  them  know  you  are  an  interested  taxpayer. 

Call  1-800-523-3162  (ask  them  to  transfer  you  or  leave  a message  to  call 
you  back.  OR  Call  1-406-444-2043. 

Ask  the  DOL  any  and  all  of  these  questions: 

1.  Flow  many  bison  were  killed  yesterday/today/whatever  day? 

2.  When  were  they  killed? 

3.  Did  DOL  staff  kill  them  or  did  someone  else.  If  someone  else,  who?  Were 
they  contracted  by  the  DOL  to  kill  bison?  If  so,  are  they  being  paid  either 
in  cash  or  with  carcass  or  by  any  other  means? 

4.  What  was  the  sex  and  age  of  each  animal  killed?  If  calves  were  killed, 
what  was  the  sex  of  each  calf? 

5.  Were  they  tested  for  brucellosis  before  they  were  killed?  If  so,  when 
and  by  whom?  Were  their  tissues  tested  for  brucellosis  after  they  were 
killed?  (The  most  positive  way  to  determine  if  a buffalo  is  infectious,  is 
with  a tissue  test) 

6.  What  were  the  test  results? 

7.  Where  were  they  killed? 

8.  Was  the  landowner  informed  if  they  were  killed  on  private  land? 

9.  Who  were  the  carcasses  given  to?  What  about  the  skulls?  What  about  the 
hides? 

10.  Was  there  any  payment  involved? 

11.  If  the  animals  were  taken  to  slaughter,  which  slaughterhouse  did  they 
go  to,  who  collected  them,  when,  what  price  did  they  pay  for  them? 

12.  Who  gutted  the  animals?  Who  supervised  the  gutting  to  ensure  human  safety 

13.  What  was  done  with  the  guts?  The  hides?  The  heads? 

14.  How  long  had  these  animals  been  outside  the  Park  before  they  were  shot? 

15.  How  much  of  our  tax  money  has  the  DOL  spent  to  date  on  implementing  the 

interim  bison  management  plan? 

16.  How  many  shots  did  it  take  to  kill  each  animal? 

17.  How  many  hours  were  they  on  trucks  on  their  way  to  the  slaughterhouse? 

AND  ASK  AS  MANY  OTHER  QUESTIONS  AS  YOU  WANT  TO. 

The  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  has  killed  11  of  Yellowstone's  bison 
so  far  this  year.  They  are  prepared  to  kill  more,  and  it  is  apparent  that 


no  lessons  have  been  learned  after  last  year's  slaughter  of  nearly  1,100 
bison . 

Every  time  Montana  kills  buffalo,  call  the  state  and  demand  to  know  how 
many  buffalo  they  killed,  where,  and  why.  Did  the  buffalo  test  positive  for 
brucellosis?  Voice  your  opinion  about  their  actions. 

Mt.  Department  of  Livestock,  Veterinary-406/444-2043 
Tourism  Bureau-  1-800-  548-3390 

Governor  Marc  Raciot-  406/444-3111  or  email  momholt-mason@mt.gov 
THANK  YOU ! ! ! 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 

"RE : Churchill  Falls"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Feb  1998  10:51:29  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub  j : G&M  - Churchill  Falls 
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**  The  Power  Game  ** 

**  Tapping  into  Churchill  Falls'  power  potential  ** 

Hugh  Winsor 

IN  mainland  politics,  it  may  seem  a stretch  to  link  one  of  the  "last 
grand  colonial  projects,"  as  the  initial  Churchill  Falls  hydroelectric 
power  development  in  remotest  Labrador  was  called,  to  the  stirrings  over 
Liberal  Leadership  2001. 

But  when  a wily  tactician  such  as  Brian  Tobin  is  involved,  and  when  the 
man  to  beat  holds  the  purse  strings,  one  should  not  be  surprised  at 
anything.  So  here  is  a scenario  for  some  interesting  behind-the-scenes 
manoeuvring.  The  dramatis  personae  include  the  Newfoundland  Premier, 
federal  Finance  Minister  Paul  Martin  and  Ron  Bilodeau. 

Ron  Bilodeau?  Unless  you  are  an  inner-sanctum  Ottawa  type,  you  haven't 
heard  of  him,  but  he  is  associate  clerk  of  the  Privy  Council.  In  this 
play,  consider  him  a surrogate  for  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien. 

The  plot  revolves  around  the  huge  reservoir  of  untapped  hydroelectric 
power  in  the  Lower  Churchill  Falls  - 3,500  megawatts,  or  about  twice  the 
production  of  the  nuclear  plant  in  Pickering,  Ont.,  if  all  its  reactors 
were  working. 

When  the  late  Newfoundland  premier  3oey  Smallwood  and  his  British 
backers  developed  the  "grand  colonial  project"  at  Churchill  Falls,  they 
struck  a terribly  short-sighted  deal  committing  operating  company  Brinco 
to  sell  power  to  Hydro-Quebec  at  three-tenths  of  a cent  per  kilowatt  hour 
for  six  decades.  Hydro-Quebec  is  now  reselling  that  power  for  about  5 
cents  a kilowatt  hour,  about  15  times  more  than  it  costs. 

Now  we  have  a politically  savvy  and  very  pro-active  Premier  of 
Newfoundland,  Mr.  Tobin,  who  is  already  on  a high  with  Hibernia  and  the 
proposed*Voisey ' s*Bay*megaprojects . To  take  full  advantage  of*Voisey's* 
Bay, ^however,  Newfoundland  will  need  a lot  more  power  for  smelting  and  so 
on.  Thus  Mr.  Tobin  is  pushing  development  of  the  Lower  Churchill, 
packaging  it  as  a solution  to  federal-provincial  relations,  unemployment 
and  greenhouse  gases,  for  starters. 

If  the  deal  comes  off,  it  would  showcase  Mr.  Tobin  as  a man  of  vision 


with  the  interests  of  the  whole  country  at  heart.  Couple  that  with  the 
French  lessons  he  is  taking  three  times  a week,  and  we  have  national 
leadership  material. 

The  $12-billion  project  would  become  one  of  the  largest  construction 
jobs  in  the  world,  producing  thousands  of  jobs.  Because  most  of  the  power 
produced  would  go  to  Hydro-Quebec  for  transmission  to  New  England,  Hydro- 
Quebec  could  pay  enough  for  the  new  power  to  offset  some  of  the  unfairness 
of  the  original  Churchill  Falls  arrangement. 

The  deal-breaker,  however,  is  the  $2-billion  required  to  build  a link 
across  Labrador  to  bring  some  of  the  power  to  Newfoundland.  Hence  the 
pitch  to  Ottawa  for  the  $2-billion  as  a long-term  soft  loan. 

Mr.  Chretien  apparently  likes  the  politics  of  it,  and  Quebec  Premier 
Lucien  Bouchard  believes  it  could  show  that  partnership  works.  Mr.  Martin 
apparently  has  doubts,  not  so  much  because  of  the  money,  but  because  he 
fears  making  a one-off  deal  with  one  or  two  provinces  could  open  the 
floodgate  for  similar  demands  from  other  provinces. 

The  managers  of  Mr.  Tobin's  would-be  leadership  campaign  think  Mr. 
Martin's  lack  of  enthusiasm  reflects  a desire  to  not  make  a rival  look 
good.  That  notion  is  dismissed  by  the  Finance  Minister's  seconds  as 
"silly."  They  say  Mr.  Martin  would  not  stoop  to  that  level. 

Mr.  Tobin  is  advised  to  redirect  his  attention  to  Energy  Minister  Ralph 
Goodale  and  Environment  Minister  Christine  Stewart  to  sell  the  scheme  as  a 
way  to  reduce  greenhouse  gases,  because  the  hydro  power  will  displace 
fossil-fuel  electrical  generation. 

This  is  where  Mr.  Bilodeau  comes  into  the  picture,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Chretien,  to  get  all  the  players  together  at  the  Privy  Council 
Office  and  come  up  with  recommendations  to  be  given  directly  to  him  (and 
not  to  the  Finance  Minister,  the  Newfoundlanders  note.) 

The  Bilodeau  group,  with  a representative  from  Finance,  has  been 
beavering  away  for  a couple  of  months,  and  the  outcome  will  test  the  PCO's 
ability  to  walk  the  line  between  politics  and  dollars. 

If  Mr.  Chretien  is  persuaded,  he  has  the  power  to  make  the  deal  happen. 
If  it  helps  his  buddy,  Brian,  so  much  the  better.  As  for  the  Martin 
people,  they  say  they  are  not  worried  about  Mr.  Tobin.  If  they  were,  the 
Finance  Minister  wouldn't  have  gone  to  Newfoundland  recently  to  speak  at  a 
Tobin  fund-raising  dinner. 

"RE : Chiefs  Lay  Claim  to  Entire  Province"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Feb  1998  01:55:39  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC  Indian  Chiefs  Lay  Claim  to  Entire  Province 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
BC  INDIAN  CHIEFS  LAY  CLAIM  TO  ENTIRE  PROVINCE,  RESOURCES 
The  Provincial  government  is  reviewing  a demand  by  the  First  Nations 
Summit  for  an  immediate  freeze  on  any  development  of  land  resources 
anywhere  in  British  Columbia. 

Vancouver  Sun,  Feb.  2,  1998,  page  Al,  by  Rick  Ouston 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

BC's  native  Indians  are  laying  claim  to  every  tree,  every  rock,  every  fi 
and  every  animal  in  the  province.  In  an  unprecedented  set  of  demands,  the 
province's  reserve  Indians  are  brandishing  a recent  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  decision  they  say  grants  them  unfettered  control  of  the  entire  BC 
land  mass,  including  forests,  mines  and  fish.  The  First  Nations  Summit 
laid  out  its  list  of  demands  to  federal  Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane 
Stewart  and  provincial  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  John  Cashore  in  a 
meeting  Saturday.  Neither  minister  would  comment  at  the  end  of  the 
meeting. 

Peter  Smith,  manager  of  media  relations  for  the  provincial  aboriginal 
affairs  ministry,  said  Sunday  the  BC  government  is  reviewing  the  demands 
"and  will  respond  at  some  point  but  it's  a bit  early  at  this  point  to  say 
when  and  how  we  will  respond."  Various  native  groups  have  staked  their 


claims  t portions  of  BC  over  the  years.  The  borders  of  individual  claims 
representing  areas  where  native  bands  historically  fished,  hunted, 
gathered  or  traded  - overlap,  covering  the  entire  province.  But  the 
natives  have,  until  now,  never  demanded  land  or  profit  from  land  in 
private  hands.  And  for  the  first  time  they  are  speaking  in  a united  voice 
to  demand,  simply,  legal  title  to  BC. 

The  natives  want  an  immediate  freeze  on  development,  anywhere  in  the 
province,  of  land  or  resources.  The  natives  said  they  understand  the 
enormity  of  their  claims,  and  what  they  could  mean  to  the  financial 
lifeblood  of  BC.  "It  is  not  First  Nations'  intention  to  bankrupt  the 
economy  of  the  province,"  they  said  in  a written  statement.  "Rather,  it  is 
our  objective  to  assume  our  rightful  place  and  to  fully  participate  in  the 
economy  and  the  future  of  this  province.  As  long  as  treaties  are  left 
unresolved  there  can  be  no  legal  or  economic  certainty  in  British 
Columbia,"  he  said. 

The  natives  say  proof  of  aboriginal  title  lies  in  the  ruling  by  the 
Supreme  Court  in  a case  called  Delgamuukw,  in  which  the  Gitxsan  and 
Wet'suwet'en  Indians  laid  claim  to  a huge  parcel  of  north-central  BC. 

While  the  BC  Supreme  Court  ruled  against  the  natives,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  determined  the  lower  court  erred  in  law  by  not  allowing  important 
evidence  proving  longstanding  native  habitation  and  unextinguished  rights. 
The  ruling  agreed  with  the  natives'  position  that  they  still  have 
ownership  of  land  they  once  controlled,  including  the  right  to  have  a veto 
in  Crown  land-use  decisions. 

Since  the  Dec.  11  ruling,  all  sides  in  the  case  have  remained  silent, 
figuring  out  what  the  binding  decision  means.  The  natives  were  first  off 
the  mark  Saturday,  softening  their  position  of  strength  by  offering  a 
"cooling  off  period"  to  allow  natives  and  government  to  fully  consider  the 
implications  of  Delgamuukw  on  the  BC  economy  and  people.  But  warned  Grand 
Chief  Edward  John  of  the  Tl'atzen  Nation  near  Fort  St.  lames,  northwest  of 
Prince  George:  "The  BC  and  federal  governments  cannot  continue  with  a 
business  as  usual  approach." 

To  that  end,  the  natives  say  anything  they  consider  an  "alienation  of 
lands  and  resources"  must  be  suspended  until  natives  give  informed 
consent.  All  actions,  including  licenses,  leases  and  permits  - would 
constitute  "unlawful  infringements"  of  native  rights,  they  say.  "Where 
First  Nations  consent  to  infringement,  fair  compensation  must  be 
provided,"  the  natives  said,  adding  that  compensation  could  include 
"revenue  sharing"  such  as  stumpage  rates,  the  amount  of  money  the 
government  charges  forestry  companies  to  harvest  trees  on  Crown  land. 

And  unlike  the  current  treaty  system  in  which  bands  are  loaned  millions  of 
dollars  to  pay  the  legal  bills  of  lawyers  engaged  in  negotiations  - with 
the  understanding  that  the  money  will  be  repaid  out  of  the  final 
settlement  - the  natives  now  say  they  should  receive  outright  cash 
contributions  to  meet  their  legal  bills,  and  that  all  existing  loans 
should  be  forgiven.  If  the  governments  do  not  accede  to  the  demands,  the 
natives  say  they  will  pursue  their  interests  in  the  courts.  Armed  with  the 
high  court  ruling  as  legal  precedent,  the  natives  say  any  court  fight  over 
the  issue  would  surely  result  in  their  favor. 

"The  Supreme  Court  said  aboriginal  people  have  aboriginal  title,  which  is 
a legal  interest  in  land  and  a right  to  the  land  itself,"  the  statement 
said.  "The  court  has  also  acknowledged  that  aboriginal  title  is  on  equal 
legal  footing  with  Crown  title." 
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BC'S  AG  DOS AN l FI  APPOINTS  MAUREEN  MALONEY  "QUEEN'S  COUNSEL" 

British  Columbia's  New  Democratic  Government  has  named  Maureen  Maloney 
Queen's  Council.  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh  characterized  the  "QC" 
recipients  as  "highly  respected  representatives  of  the  legal  profession 
[who]  have  made  outstanding  contributions  to  British  Columbia."  Maloney  is 
deputy  minister  and  deputy  attorney  general  for  the  province  of  BC.  She  is 
a former  dean  and  professor  of  the  University  of  Victoria  law  school.  In 
1995,  Maloney  acted  as  one  of  the  main  liaison  people  between  AG  Dosanjh, 
then  deputy  AG  Stephen  Owen,  and  the  paramilitary  forces  besieging  sacred 
Sundance  grounds  at  Ts'peten  near  Gustafsen  Lake. 

Dosanjh,  Owen,  and  Maloney  and  other  unindicted  war-criminals  involved 
in  the  infamous  assault  against  Shuswap  traditionalists  committed  serious 
state  crimes  in  the  mounting  of  the  operation  on  unceded  territories  in 
south  central  BC.  According  to  binding  constitutional  and  international 
law,  these  actions  constituted  acts  of  war  against  a sovereign  indigenous 
nation.  The  demands  for  independent,  impartial,  international  adjudication 
of  the  dispute  was  peremptorily  rejected  by  BC's  Attorney  General.  "There 
shall  be  no  alien  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  this  state,"  said  Dosanjh 
at  the  time.  Thousands  of  rounds  of  internationally  prohibited 
hollow-point  ammunition  was  fired  at  the  Sundance  camp  occupants,  a land 
mine  was  used  to  blow  up  a camp  vehicle,  and  Canadian  Forces  and  Armoured 
Personnel  Carriers  were  employed  by  the  authorities  during  the  month  long 
siege.  As  well,  revelations  emerged  of  a "smear  and  disinformation 
campaign"  conducted  by  the  RCMP  with  the  complicity  of  the  domestic  media. 
Calls  from  at  home  and  abroad  for  a public  inquiry  into  the  incident  have 
thus  far  been  ignored,  as  have  the  calls  to  release  the  Ts'peten  Defenders 
01  Pitawanakwat  and  the  67  year  old  elder  Wolverine,  being  held  as  political 
prisoners  by  the  BC  and  Canadian  governments. 

Attorney-General  Dosanjh,  who  is  simultaneously  the  Province's  Human 
Rights  Minister,  masterminded  the  Gustafsen  operation,  and  is  credited  in 
achieving  political  gains  from  the  "tough  stand"  taken.  Dosanjh 's 
constituency  account  was  the  richest  in  the  province  following  the 
standoff,  shortly  before  the  NDP  successfully  won  re-election. 

Other  appointments  to  Queen's  Counsel  named  by  Mr.  Dosanjh  include  Allan 
McDonnell.  McDonnell  is  the  nephew  of  BC's  notorious  Chief  Dustice  Allan 
McEachern,  who  referred  to  life  in  the  pre-contact  Gitxsan  Nation  as 
"nasty  brutish  and  short,"  when  he  rejected  their  claims  as  trial  judge 
on  the  Delgamuukw  land-claims  case.  McDonnell  was  himself  a former  senior 
partner  of  the  powerful  law  partnership  of  Russel  & DuMoulin,  as  was  his 
uncle.  The  firm  is  often  engaged  to  battle  Indian  sovereignty  cases  on 
behalf  of  the  BC  Attorney-General's  Ministry  such  as  in  the  pending  appeals 
of  Wolverine,  OD  Pitawanakwat  and  LiL'Wat  national  Harold  Pascal.  McDonnel 
is  past  chair  of  The  Law  Foundation  of  British  Columbia  and  is  executive 
director  of  BC  Wild  - The  Conservation  Alliance  of  BC  - a coalition  of  the 
province's  leading  environmentalists. 

Michael  A Fitch,  a managing  partner  in  Russel  & DuMoulin,  was  also 
appointed  Queen's  Counsel. 

A government  press  release  on  the  thirty  appointments  states:  "In 
recommending  Queen's  counsel  designations,  the  attorney  general,  all 
levels  of  the  judiciary,  and  the  Law  Society  on  behalf  of  the  legal 
profession,  arrive  at  a consensus.  The  appointments  are  then  made  by  the 
lieutenant-governor . " 
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ZAPATISTA  ARMY  OF  NATIONAL  LIBERATION 
MEXICO 

3 AN U ARY  29,  1998 

TO  NATIONAL  AND  INTERNATIONAL  CIVIL  SOCIETY: 

TO  HONEST  SOCIAL  AND  POLITICAL  ORGANIZATIONS  IN  MEXICO  AND  THE  WORLD: 
BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS: 

We  had  thought  it  would  be  enough  to  issue  a communique  where  we  could 
respond  to  what  is  being  said  and  done  by  the  Mexican  government  in 
Chiapas.  We  had  thought  it  would  be  sufficient  to  write  something  which 
reflected  our  discontent  about  the  government's  persistence  in  using 
double  language,  something  which  once  again  will  disrobe  the 
inconsistencies  between  their  discourse  of  "peace"  and  the  harassment  and 
military  advancement  again  the  communities  and  mountains  of 
the  Mexican  Southeast. 

That  is  what  we  had  thought,  but  then  we  saw  the  military  airplane  and  the 
war  tanks  rambling  ostentatiously  and  arrogantly  through  our  villages,  as 
though  to  say  "this  is  the  answer  to  your  demands,  look  at  me,  hear  me, 
you  are  trapped,  surrender."  We  saw  the  airplane  and  the  tanks  and  we 
understood  that  that  is  what  they  want.  They  want  us  to  speak  only  to 
them,  that  we  forget  you,  that  we  get  into  their  game  of  "give  and  take". 
They  want  only  bitter  answers  to  their  mockery,  answers  which  allow  them 
to  say:  "you  see,  the  EZLN  does  not  want  dialogue,  it  is  using  the 
conflict  to  its  advantage,  they  are  intransigent,  do  not  believe  them  when 
they  say  they  struggle  for  democracy,  liberty  and  justice,  all  they  want 
is  Power  and  to  continue  to  provoke  instability." 

So  the  airplane  and  the  tanks  made  us  understand  that  they  wanted  us  to 
strip  our  word  of  value  and  quality,  that  we  exchange  epithets,  that  we 
tire  you  with  our  accusations  and  repeated  warnings  that  the  government  is 
deceiving  you.  They  do  not  want  us  to  explain  ourselves  nor  to  make 
ourselves  heard. 

That  is  why  we  decided  to  let  you  know  our  thinking  and  our  position 
through  this  letter. 

As  you  can  see,  this  letter  is  not  only  for  civil  society,  now  it  also 
includes  political  society.  We  know  that  there  are  many  political 
organizations  in  Mexico  and  in  the  world,  some  of  which  are  now 
governments,  which  have  an  honest  approach,  respectful  and  accountable  to 
the  significance  of  the  Zapatista  demands.  So  we  salute  all  those  who  try 
to  give  politics  the  renovation  which  it  needs. 

At  any  rate  now  that  it  is  clear  why  we  address  you,  we  give  you  our  word. 

The  strategy  of  the  government  attempts  to  make  public  opinion  transpose 
the  illegitimacy  and  lack  of  credibility  of  the  government  to  everyone 
else.  The  actual  strategy  seeks  the  skepticism  of  all  the  actors  and 
positions,  neutralizes  intellectuals  and  artists,  independent  politicians, 
social  organizations,  organized  civil  society,  and  the  "ordinary"  citizen. 


The  speech  of  Mister  Ernesto  Zedillo  in  Yucatan  for  example  was,  above  all 
the  point  of  departure  of  a new  flood  of  declarations  and  ultimatums. 

There  are  three  basic  spokes  of  this  government  line. 

1.  The  re-negotiation  of  the  San  Andres  Agreements  - The  government 
position  towards  the  San  Andres  Agreements  is  very  clear:  they  will  not 
fulfill  them.  The  discussion  about  whether  the  first  or  the  second  Cocopa 
initiative  will  be  the  "basis  of  negotiation"  (Didn't  the  Cocopa  swear  and 
declare  that  it  would  not  negotiate  the  agreements  because  it  was  not 
appropriate  to  their  coadjutant  role?),  is  only  a government  sophistry. 

To  carry  out  what  has  been  signed  and  acknowledge  the  indigenous 
right  to  be  different,  are  some  of  the  things  to  which  "the  federal 
government  does  not  agree"  and  which,  of  course,  do  not  even  appear  in  the 
Yucatan  speech,  nor  in  the  paid  full-page  ads. 

Behind  the  strategy  in  which  Labastida  wants  to  enmesh  the  Cocopa  and  the 
Conai,  is  the  attempt  to  delay  a solution  to  the  conflict.  It  pretends 
for  example,  that  the  Cocopa  serve  as  a messenger  for  communication  with 
the  EZLN  through  the  Conai.  Isn't  it  excessive  to  pretend  that  a 
legislative  commission  from  the  Mexican  Congress  (which  represents  5 
national  political  parties)  serve  only  as  a messenger  between  the 
government  and  the  Conai?  Is  that  the  role  of  the  coadjutant  now? 

Our  position  in  terms  of  the  Agreements  is  the  same.  We  do  not  want 
"everything",  all  we  want  is  that  the  government  fulfill  what  it  has 
signed  and  is  public  knowledge.  All  we  want  is  for  the  Cocopa  to  keep  its 
word  and  defend  its  initiative.  All  we  want  is  that  indigenous  rights 
become  law  and  reality. 

Thousands  of  voices  in  Mexico  and  the  world  have  supported,  throughout  an 
entire  year,  the  legal  initiative  of  the  Cocopa.  This  proposal  no  longer 
just  belongs  to  the  legislators.  Today  there  are  thousands  who  are 
willing  to  defend  it. 

2.  The  use  of  force  to  resolve  the  conflict  - Zedillo  says  that  the 
government  has  not  used  nor  will  it  use  force  to  attempt  to  resolve  the 
conflict  in  Chiapas.  What  about  the  treachery  of  February  9th  of  1995? 
Wasn't  it  the  use  of  force  which  broke  the  dialogue  it  sustained  with  us  ? 
(through  then-Dustice  Minister  Esteban  Moctezuma  Barragan).  Weren't  there 
thousands  of  soldiers  who  attacked  indigenous  communities  in  their 
attempt  to  capture  the  leadership  of  the  EZLN?  Is  it  not  true,  that  even 
today  the  indigenous  of  Guadalupe  Tepeyac  live  in  exile  because  their 
village  is  a mix  of  barracks,  whorehouse  and  bar  for  federal  troops?  Was 
it  not  the  use  of  force  that  took  dozens  of  citizens  prisoners  because 
their  crime  was  that  they  were  Zapatistas? 

The  government  "has  not  used  nor  will  it  use  force"  to  resolve  the 
conflict  in  Chiapas?  What  is  all  the  preparation,  training  and  activation 
of  paramilitary  squads  for  then?  (At  least  12  says  the  PGR).  Wasn't  the 
massacre  of  Acteal  a demonstration  of  the  will  for  dialogue  and 
negotiation  of  the  Mexican  government? 

And  what  about  the  persecution  of  Zapatistas  since  January  1 of  1998 
sustained  by  the  federal  army  which  "carries  out  orders  of  the  commander 
in  chief"  (Zedillo)?  Is  this  another  act  of  military  distension? 

When  all  is  done,  the  history  of  the  regime  of  Zedillo  is  the  history  of 
the  word  which  was  not  kept.  Those  military  planes  which  conduct  "diving" 
maneuvers  over  indigenous  communities  in  the  jungle,  what  is  their  word? 

Without  any  legitimacy,  the  government  has  at  its  side  only  the  power  of 
force.  On  our  side  is  history,  reason  and  truth.  The  demands  of  the 
Indian  peoples  are  supported  by  these  three  forces,  only  the  law  is 
missing  to  do  justice  to  them,  but  it  is  clear  that  force  will  do  all  that 
is  possible  to  scam  away  the  cover  of  law  to  rights  demanded  by  history, 
based  in  reason  and  animated  by  truth. 

The  law,  if  not  accompanied  by  history,  if  not  constructed  by  reason  and 
fortified  by  the  truth,  finally  provokes  that  which  it  seeks  to  avoid: 
violent  rebellion. 

3.  The  attack  against  different  national  and  international  actors  who 
seek  a peaceful  solution  with  justice  and  dignity.-  Using  the  conflict  in 
Chiapas  for  his  political  whims,  Zedillo  attempts  to  renew  his  dispute 
with  the  PRD,  with  national  and  international  NGO's,  and  with  all  those 
who  no  longer  believe  nor  support  (in  other  words,  the  immense  majority  of 


Mexicans).  With  words  and  applause  bought  beforehand,  the  government 
tries  to  hide,  once  again,  its  responsibility  in  the  massacre  of  Acteal. 
There  will  be  an  attempt  to  bury  the  blood  of  45  indigenous  under  the 
"re-negotiation"  of  the  Cocopa  initiative.  Meanwhile,  on  the  ground  of 
Acteal,  45  crosses  warn  that  today's  amnesia  will  renew  itself  in  worse 
sorrow  tomorrow.  "In  order  to  cover  a scandalous  crime,  another  scandal 
must  be  perpetrated"  is  the  fascist  slogan  which  is  now  religious  creed 
in  the  Mexican  federal  cabinet. 

Zedillo  also  takes  advantage  of  Yucatan  to  spew  a nationalism  which 
sounds  false  and  hollow,  especially  on  him  and  whoever  accompanies  him.  He 
who  dedicates  himself  to  squandering  in  the  exterior  the  rich  lands  of  the 
Mexican  southeast,  he  who  continues  with  an  authentic  campaign  of 
extermination  of  indigenous  people  because  they  "have  no  place  in  modern 
globalization"  and  will  "end  up  disappearing  anyway":  he  who  has  not 
stopped  attacking  entities  of  mediation  and  intercession,  and  who 
complains  about  foreign  intervention  and  whomever  tries  international 
mediation  in  the  conflict. 

Zedillo  should  abandon  his  paternalistic  and  authoritarian  tone  and 
recognize,  and  accept,  that  the  immense  majority  of  Mexicans  still  want 
the  San  Andres  agreements  to  be  fulfilled  (without  any  scam)  and  do  not 
agree  that  force  be  used  to  resolve  the  conflict. 

The  government  discourse  has  perhaps  managed  to  confuse  some.  But,  for 
how  long?  This  new  lie  which  they  pile  up  in  the  national  consciousness, 
how  long  will  it  last?  What  other  crime  or  tragedy  will  bring  it  down 
again? 

The  most  serious  problem  is  not  Chiapas,  or  San  Andres,  or  Acteal,  or  the 
fall  of  oil  prices,  or  the  devaluation,  or  the  financial  crisis  in  Asia. 

The  fundamental  problem  is  a government  without  legitimacy,  without 
credibility. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  say  that  Chiapas  alone  has  contributed  to  the 
government's  discredit.  It  is  enough  to  review,  with  a minimum  of 
independence  and  critical  spirit,  the  three  years  of  Zedillo's 
administration  in  order  to  conclude  that  the  regime  has  not  only  provoked 
and  revived  political,  economic  and  social  crises  even  religious  ones,  but 
it  also  lies  so  repeatedly  it  borders  on  stupidity.  And  he  who  lies  and 
lies  again,  can  only  expect  to  lose  credibility. 

We,  the  Zapatistas,  do  not  believe  the  government  when  it  speaks  of  peace. 
We  know  that  millions  of  human  beings,  in  Mexico  and  in  the  world,  do  not 
believe  it  either.  It  has  earned  its  discredit,  and  obviously  it  can  only 
change  this  with  acts  of  peace  and  not  with  useless  and  senseless  words 
which  fill  columns  and  screens  on  the  media,  but  continue  to  leave  the 
hearts  and  mind  of  Mexicans  empty.  It  doesn't  matter  whether  these 
Mexicans  matter  to  this  government.  In  any  case,  it  is  they  who  matter  to 
us  and  we  count  every  man  and  every  woman. 

Our  acts  are  of  peace  and  a disposition  to  a political  solution.  We 
continue  to  wait  for  real  demonstrations  of  political  will,  but  we 
continue  to  see  the  inclination  to  ignore  what  has  been  signed,  and  we 
continue  to  suffer  assassinations,  persecution  and  jail. 

We  are  not  asking  for  anything  the  government  has  not  signed.  The  San 
Andres  Agreements  are  only  a part  of  what  justly  belongs  to  the  Indian 
peoples  of  this  country  called  Mexico,  which  has  a history  of  a struggle 
with  dignity,  and  because  of  such,  will  conquer  its  democracy,  its  liberty 
and  its  independence  which  appear  easy,  but  which,  reality  has  shown,  are 
quite  costly. 

It  doesn't  matter  the  cost  will  be  paid  with  punctuality. 

Vale.  Health  and  do  not  allow  cynicism  to  make  you  a prisoner,  after  that 
will  come,  inevitably,  a faltering. 

>From  the  still-besieged  mountains  of  the  Mexican  southeast. 

By  the  Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee 
General  Command 

Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 
Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos 
Mexico,  January  of  1998. 
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Federal  Indian  Policies  have  been  marked  by  the  common  view  of  the  Native 
Americans.  Europeans  and  Anglo-Americans  believed  that  Indians  were 
uncivilized  pagans,  heathens,  savages.. and  that  a standardized 
"civilization"  program  would  work  for  all  of  them.  Many  countries  forced 
Natives  to  relocate,  attend  civilization  programs  and  some  were 
exterminated.  The  so-called  "savages"  had  functioning  societies  and 
probably  about  50,000  years  of  history  when  the  European  nations  colonized 
North  America,  appropriated  the  land  and  it's  resources  and  all  but 
ignored  aboriginal  rights.  The  designs  for  exploitation  frequently 
included  a demeaning  role  for  Native  Americans.  The  curiosity, 
hospitality,  generosity  and  Native  American's  willingness  to  assist  the 
Europeans  was  displaced  with  disillusionment,  resentment  and  sometimes 
hate. 

Spain's  philosophy  was  based  on  mercantilism,  and  owning  gold  and  silver 
to  determine  wealth  and  power.  Spain  expanded  bases  on  the  Caribbean 
Islands,  to  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America,  part  of  Florida,  Texas,  New 
Mexico,  Arizona  and  California.  Competitive  missionaries  evangelized 
different  Native  Americans.  They  viewed  the  natives  as  "filthy  devil 
worshipers,  sodomites,  liars,  public  fornicators,  naked  cannibals, 
depraved  and  fit  only  to  be  slaves." 

The  Arawaks  in  the  Caribbean  were  captured  and  sent  to  Spain  to  be  sold 
as  slaves.  Others  were  impressed  into  work  gangs,  forced  to  labor  in 
mines  and  plantations.  Thousands  died  from  disease  because  of  the  crowded, 
unsanitary  conditions  in  labor  camps  as  well  as  cruel  working  conditions. 
Many  clergy  inspected  the  conditions  and  reported  these  abuses  to  the 
monarch,  but  little  was  done.  The  Natives,  according  to  Spain,  had  no 
rights.  They  were  to  recognize  the  sovereignty  of  the  Spanish  ruler  and 
the  Pope.  The  people  and  the  land  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  monarch. 

The  Indians  were  to  be  "subjects"  of  the  crown  (i.e.  convert)  and  be 
instructed  in  "civilization."  Civilization  here  means  "Flispanicization" 

- the  Indians  were  to  speak  Castilian  Spanish,  live  in  adobe  and  stone 
houses,  wear  European  dress,  and  be  loyal  and  obedient  to  the  king  and 
Roman  Catholicism.  They  were  also  to  perform  labor  such  as  mining, 
plantation  and  agriculture.  These  who  submitted  to  the  rule,  converted 
and  performed  labor  were  distinguished  from  the  resistors,  who  were  also 
enslaved  and  required  to  perform  labor,  but  under  different  circumstances. 

The  Requiremento  was  to  be  read  by  a conquistador,  in  Spanish,  to  any 
Native  American  leaders  the  Spanish  made  contact  with.  It  specified  the 
"reasonable  demands"  of  the  Spaniards:  if  the  Indians  accepted  Spanish 
Rule,  conversion  and  "civilization"  they  would  be  free,  but  if  not,  the 
Spanish  would  feel  justified  in  war,  slavery  and  theft.  This  was  untrue, 
as  everybody  was  enslaved  indiscriminately.  It  was  also  never  read  to 
Native  American  leaders,  but  rather  whispered  in  the  dead  of  night  to 
Indian  villages 

The  encomienda  made  Indians  labor  for  9 months.  They  in  turn  were 
taught  Christianity,  Spanish  civilization  and  vocational  arts.  Those  who 
embraced  Christianity  and  European  life  were  exempt  from  encomienda.  The 
repartmiento  took  a percentage  of  the  male  population  for  labor  for  a 
stated  number  of  weeks  in  rotation.  This  was  legal  enslavement. 

When  the  Spanish  Empire  moved  into  North  America,  they  took  the  program 
with  them.  Missionaries  instructed  Indians  in  vocational  arts  and 
husbandry,  gave  orders,  and  prepared  them  for  conversion.  The  military 
post  maintained  "order  and  control"  over  Indian  tribes.  Resistors  were 
enslaved.  Pioneers  were  allowed  to  settle  on  the  land,  and  could  request 
workers  from  Indian  towns. 

Indian  families  in  Texas  were  forced  to  abandon  their  lifestyle  of 
hunting,  gathering  and  agriculture  for  a sedentary  life  of  labor  at  the 


missions.  Churches,  schools,  dwellings,  and  roads  were  constructed  by 
Native  American  slaves.  Forced  labor  by  missionaries  and  labor  levies  by 
Mexican  settlers  and  imported  diseases  such  as  smallpox  and  measles  caused 
a severe  decline  in  the  populations.  The  survivors  were  thoroughly 
Hispanicized . 

In  New  Mexico,  Indians  were  relocated  and  pueblos  were  moved  ostensibly 
and  consolidated  Indians.  Their  land  was  granted  to  colonists,  and  they 
were  forced  to  work  in  fields,  sowing,  cultivating  and  harvesting,  tending 
cattle,  sheep  and  horses,  working  in  blacksmith  shops  and  at  looms, 
erecting  public  buildings  and  building  roads.  Women  were  forced  to  do 
domestic  housework. 

In  accordance  with  the  repartiemento.  Pueblos  were  to  build  churches  and 
chapels,  labor  on  church's  farms  and  orchards,  and  herd  church  livestock. 
They  were  little  more  than  serfs  serving  colonists  and  missionaries. 

The  regula  was  the  process  used  to  convert  Indians  from  their  native 
religions.  Punishment  was  used  to  enforce  conformity.  Many  were  hung  by 
their  arms  at  public  whipping  posts  and  lashed.  Some  were  forced  to  stand 
in  small  circles  for  hours  at  a time  on  public  display.  Others  were  hung. 
A common  punishment  was  to  cut  the  "religious  rebel" 's  hair,  , which  was  an 
important  symbol  of  personal  worth.  Many  fled  to  escape  the  shame  of 
public  haircut.  In  1661,  1,600  katchina  masks,  the  most  sacred  objects  of 
the  Native  American's  religious  paraphernalia,  were  burned.  Many  Native 
Americans  were  continuously  persecuted  for  their  religious  beliefs. 

In  1680,  Pope,  an  Indian  from  San  Duan  pueblo,  organized  a secret 
resistance  movement  against  the  cruel  and  unlawful  repartiemento,  taxes, 
tribute  exactions,  missionary  padres,  labor  levies  and  the  suppression  of 
religion.  Over  400  Spaniards  were  killed  and  every  settlement  north  of  El 
Paso  was  cleared.  From  1680-1688,  the  settlements  were  free  of  Spanish 
officials,  troops  colonists  and  priests.  However,  in  1689,  El  Paso  troops 
captured  and  destroyed  a Zia  pueblo  settlement.  600  Indians  were  killed 
and  70  survivors  were  sold  as  slaves.  In  1691,  Don  Diego  de  Vargas  became 
the  royal  governor  of  New  Mexico  and  restored  Spanish  dominion.  Any 
pueblos  that  resisted  were  destroyed,  and  survivors  were  enslaved  and 
divided  among  colonists.  The  Navajos  and  Apaches  were  forced  to  become 
farmers  and  stock  raisers. 

In  California,  missionaries  attempted  to  convert  the  Indians,  most  of 
which  submitted  peacefully.  They  were  taught  Christian  doctrine, 
agriculture  and  vocational  arts.  Any  who  refused  to  work  were  deprived  of 
food  and  punished  in  other  ways.  If  they  were  late  to  worship  or  work, 
absent  from  church  or  slow,  they  were  lashed  on  their  bare  back  in  public 
or  confined.  The  crops  and  livestock  were  considered  the  property  of  the 
Indians,  held  in  trust  by  the  Franciscan  padres.  90,000  Indians  were 
baptized  between  1769  and  1822, 

France  was  also  influenced  by  a system  of  mercantilism.  The  French  came 
to  dominate  the  territory  between  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Ohio  River,  the 
upper  Mississippi  Valley,  the  lands  west  along  the  Missouri  River  into  the 
Rocky  Mountains  and  the  lower  Mississippi  River  all  the  way  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  The  French  had  the  most  humane  relationship  with  the  Native 
Americans,  but  they  used  coercion  and  cruelty,  at  times  to  the  point  of 
genocide.  At  first  the  French  wanted  to  transform  the  lifestyle  of  the 
Indians,  convert  them  to  Christianity  and  help  them  adopt  French 
civilization.  Indians  were  forced  to  relocate  to  French  settlements  to 
observe  "enlightened  European  Christian  living".  The  failure  of  this 
policy  was  due  to  the  greed  of  the  French,  and  the  fur  trade  which 
distracted  them  and  diverted  their  attention.  Tribal  sovereignty  was 
recognized  and  diplomacy  was  used  to  keep  tribes  friendly,  loyal  and 
committed . 

The  French  saw  the  Indians  as  fellow  human  beings.  The  governors 
traveled  and  visited  many  tribes  to  maintain  harmonious  relationships. 

Each  May  the  governor  met  with  the  leaders  of  the  Western  tribes  in 
Montreal  and  the  governor  of  Louisiana  met  with  the  southern  tribes  at 
Mobile.  Although  there  was  a genuine  friendship  between  the  French  and 
the  Indians,  many  tribes  were  relocated  from  one  hunting  territory  to 
another.  Resistors  were  punished.  Some  were  enslaved  and  others  were 
sent  to  labor  on  plantations  in  the  W est  Indies. 


The  Native  American  culture  was  destroyed  when  hunters  were  forced  to 
move  away  from  their  clan  and  tribe  in  order  to  get  more  furs.  This 
resulted  in  a neglect  of  family,  clan,  tribal  duties  and  observances.  The 
ecology  was  destroyed,  and  the  Indians  became  accustomed  to  brandy  and 
other  trade  goods.  Thus,  their  self-sufficiency  was  destroyed.  The  wild 
creatures  that  had  provided  the  Indian  with  food,  shelter  and  clothing 
were  gone.  He  and  his  tribe  were  reduced  to  a state  of  poverty  not  of  his 
making.  Many  Indians  also  died  from  epidemic  diseases.  The  Natchez,  who 
resisted  the  French  appropriation  of  their  land,  were  destroyed. 

The  Dutch  tried  to  maintain  neutrality  with  the  Indians.  Holland 
recognized  their  tribal  sovereignty  and  negotiated  treaties  with  their 
leaders.  However,  in  many  instances,  the  Indians  sold  their  land  thinking 
they  had  given  the  right  to  SHARE  their  land  with  others. 

Kieft  became  the  governor  general  of  the  Netherlands  and  land  was 
taken  from  the  Indians.  Kieft  taxed  their  cornfields  and  the  Dutch 
livestock  destroyed  cornfields.  Indians  killed  the  livestock  and  were 
shot.  In  1643,  Kieft  sent  80  soldiers  to  kill  the  Indians.  Women, 
children  and  men  were  all  killed.  80  heads  were  placed  on  the  street  on 
display. 

The  Indians  fought  back.  Dutch  and  English  troops  captured  more  Indians, 
placed  them  in  chains  and  sent  them  to  labor  on  plantations  in  the  West 
Indies.  These  troops  torched  the  Indian's  corn  and  destroyed  their 
shelters.  The  Indians  were  reduced  in  size  by  disease  and  debauched  by 
brandy. 

Although  every  European  empire  debauched,  exploited  and  destroyed  the 
Native  People's  people  and  culture,  the  Russians  surpassed  all  in  their 
barbarity,  cruelty  and  mindless  destruction  of  Native  culture.  They 
deported  many  Indians  to  desert  islands,  mixed  up  the  tribes,  took  away 
their  means  of  getting  together  and  enslaved  them.  From  1745-1765,  Indian 
men  were  enslaved  and  hostages  (wives  and  daughters  of  principal  men)  were 
captured.  The  men  were  given  fox  traps  and  forced  to  go  out  for  furs. 

The  promyshenniki  did  nothing  all  winter.  In  the  spring,  they  received 
furs  from  the  Natives.  If  there  were  not  enough,  the  Russians  killed  the 
Indians.  The  traps  were  taken  in,  a few  beads  were  given  to  the  women... 
and  this  continued,  year  after  year.  If  the  men  were  uncooperative,  they 
were  tortured  in  the  center  of  the  village,  or  the  hostages  were  killed.. 
When  torture  and  punishment  didn't  work,  the  Russians  butchered  plundered 
and  burned  the  villages. 

Men,  women  and  children  were  systematically  massacred  to  reduce  their 
threat  to  Russian  dominion.  Only  l/10th  survived.  Many  women  were  taken 
as  concubines. 

British  Indian  policy  was  exploitive,  destructive,  and  demeaning. 

Indians  were  considered  unfortunate  heathens  in  service  of  Satan  who  need 
to  be  Christianized  and  civilized  by  the  law.  On  one  occasion,  Pequots 
were  killed  and  sold  as  slaves  as  Puritan  minister  rejoiced  that  they  had 
"sent  600  heathen  souls  to  hell."  The  Puritans  believed  that  the  land  was 
theirs  by  "God's  law."  When  the  Native  Americans  resisted,  it  was 
considered  blasphemy,  and  against  God's  law,  so  the  land  was  taken  by 
force  or  conquest. 

Native  Americans  felt  that  the  reservations  were  destructive,  and  King 
Philip,  a Native  American,  led  a protest  for  which  he  was  arrested  and 
fined  and  his  followers  were  disarmed.  The  Indians  were  concentrated  on  a 
military  reservation  and  Philip  was  defeated  and  slain.  His  wife  and  son 
and  hundreds  of  insurgents  were  sold  into  slavery.  Pope  continued  to 
consolidate  the  Indians,  who  the  ministers  described  as  "bloodthirsty 
savages",  the  "accursed  seed  of  Canaan".  They  also  stated  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  good  Christians  to  exterminate  them. 

In  the  Mid  Atlantic,  a 1682  pact  ensured  that  Indians  were  dealt  with 
kindly  and  fairly.  However,  in  1726,  the  Quakers  were  no  longer  in  charge 
of  the  area.  $130  was  given  for  each  male  adult  Indian  scalp,  and  $50  for 
each  adult  females.  8 years  later,  the  bounty  law  was  changed  to  include 
any  Indian  10  years  or  older.  As  agents  and  missionaries  from  Montreal 
asked  Indians  to  resettle  in  Canada,  the  NY  colonial  governor  attempted  to 
counter  these  appeals  by  urging  the  scattered  tribal  remnants  to  settle  on 
large  tracts  along  the  upper  Hudson.  Thus  began  the  reservation  system  in 


the  1700's. 

In  the  Southern  colonies,  Indians  who  refused  to  accept  Christianity  and 
European  civilizations  were  considered  an  obstacle  to  the  advancement  of 
"superior  civilization",  who  should  be  destroyed.  They  were  harassed  and 
exterminated.  The  Virginia  militia  regularly  marched  through  tribal 
settlements  killing  Indians,  seizing  property  and  destroying  crops.  In 
1644,  the  Indians  killed  around  500  settlers.  Retaliatory  efforts  killed 
at  least  twice  as  many  Indians.  In  1646,  colonial  officials  and  Powhatan 
confederacies  negotiated  a treaty.  It  included  a boundary  to  separate  the 
land,  which  led  to  the  reservation  system  in  that  area. 

Traders  in  South  Carolina  furnished  guns  to  Yamasee  hunters  and  sent 
them  to  kill  deer  and  capture  other  Indians  for  sale  in  the  slave  market. 
1400  Yamasee  and  Catawba  Indians  were  sold  as  slaves,  subject  to 
exploitation  and  callous  treatment.  They  were  treated  so  badly  that  they 
rose  in  revolt  and  nearly  annihilated  the  Carolina  settlements.  Men  were 
required  to  carry  70  pound  packs  for  300  to  500  miles  and  their  wives  and 
daughters  were  raped.  The  white  men  gave  the  Indians  rum  and  extended 
generous  credit  to  them,  which  in  turn  led  to  their  debt.  Then  the  men 
would  seize  the  Indian's  wives  and  children  into  the  slave  marked  to 
consolidate  the  debt.  75%  of  the  colonial  officials  were  killed,  and  only 
20  of  5,000  Yamasees  survived.  Less  than  100  Catawbas  were  left.  The 
children  were  forced  into  boarding  schools. 

Under  Spanish  law,  the  Native  Americans  were  exploited  but  had  some 
legal,  recognizable  rights.  The  Russians  placed  Native  Americans  in  a 
caste  system  below  the  serfs  and  subjected  them  to  great  inhumanity.  The 
Dutch  gave  them  some  rights,  and  considered  them  colonial  laborers.  The 
French  considered  the  Native  Americans  "subjects",  and  generally  treated 
them  well.  The  British  response  was  varied.  However,  the  Native 
Americans  were  never  treated  fairly  or  equally  and  their  culture  and 
population  has  suffered  severely  because  of  the  inhumanity  of  Europeans. 
"They  drew  a circle  that  shut  me  out,  called  me  a rebel  and  a heretic,  a 
thing  to  flout.  But  love  and  I had  the  wit  to  win,  we  drew  a circle  that 
took  them  in . " 

Markham 
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Derry  Mander's  "In  the  Absence  of  the  Sacred:  The  Failure  of  Technology 
and  the  Survival  of  the  Indian  Nations"  represents  a very  important  but 
misguided  tendency  in  the  world-wide  movement  for  indigenous  peoples' 
rights.  Along  with  Kirkpatrick  Sale  and  Vandana  Shiva,  Mander  argues  that 
the  only  way  forward  for  land-based  peoples  is  to  live  the  simple  life 
that  their  ancestors  lived.  Politics  consists  of  turning  the  clock 
backwards.  The  computer  is  a symbol  of  evil  in  their  eyes  and  Sale  went  so 
far  as  to  defend  the  Unabomber  in  public.  He  also  begins  each  of  his 
highly  paid  lectures  by  smashing  a personal  computer. 

Before  presenting  a counter-argument  to  Derry  Mander's,  it  would  be  fair 
to  give  some  credit  to  him  for  presenting  some  valuable  information  about 
American  Indian  history  and  society.  Mander  has  been  studying  these  issues 
for  many  years  and  is  often  good  at  presenting  the  other  side  of  the  story, 
which  is  essential  in  such  a racist  country  as  the  United  States. 

In  the  chapter  "The  Gift  of  Democracy,"  he  makes  the  case  that  the 
Iroquois  confederation  had  a big  influence  on  the  authors  of  the  American 
constitution.  The  colonists  wanted  to  make  sure  that  a central  government 
did  not  trample  on  the  rights  of  individual  states.  The  Iroquois 


confederation  included  the  Onondaga,  Oneida,  Mohawk,  Seneca,  Cayuga  and 
Tuscarora  nations  and  stretched  from  Ontario  to  Georgia.  The  Great  Law, 
which  was  oral,  served  as  its  constitution.  The  anthropologist  Lewis 
Morgan  wrote  extensively  about  the  Iroquois  and  Frederic  Engels  leaned 
heavily  on  these  writings  in  the  Marxist  classic  "Origins  of  the  Family, 
Private  Property  and  the  State."  Engels  thought  that  the  Iroquois  were  a 
prime  example  of  a successful  classless,  egalitarian,  noncoercive  society. 
While  most  leftists  are  familiar  with  Engels'  respect  for  Iroquois 
government,  far  fewer  are  aware  that  people  such  as  Benjamin  Franklin  held 
similar  views.  Citing  Donald  Grinde's  groundbreaking  "The  Iroquois  and  the 
Founding  of  the  American  Nation,"  Mander  makes  the  following  point: 

"Grinde  points  out  that  Dames  Madison  made  frequent  forays  to  study  and 
speak  with  Iroquois  leaders.  William  Livingston  [first  governor  of  New 
Dersey]  was  fluent  in  Mohawk,  and  stayed  with  Indians  over  extended 
periods.  Dohn  Adams  and  his  family  socialized  with  Cayuga  chiefs  on 
numerous  occasions.  Thomas  Defferson's  personal  papers  show  specific 
reference  to  the  forms  of  Iroquois  governance,  and,  says  Grinde,  'Benjamin 
Franklin's  work  is  resplendent  with  stories  about  Indians  and  Indian  ideas 
of  personal  freedom  and  structures  of  government.'" 

The  chapter  titled  "Lessons  in  Stone-Age  Economics"  refutes  the  claim 
that  people  living  off  the  land  through  hunting  and  gathering  were  worse 
off  than  people  living  under  capitalism.  Making  extensive  use  of  Marshall 
Sahlin's  "Stone  Age  Economics",  Mander  argues  that  so-called  primitive 
societies  enjoyed  a great  deal  of  leisure  time,  satisfied  all  their 
material  desires  and  survival  needs  with  little  difficulty,  did  not  work 
very  hard,  and  consciously  chose  'subsistence  economies.'  And,  most 
critically,  they  "deliberately  did  not  accumulate  surpluses." 

Sahlins  cites  a 1960  study  which  finds  that  in  a representative  hunting 
and  gathering  society,  after  adding  up  all  the  time  spent  in  all  economic 
activities  (plant  collecting,  food  preparation,  and  weapon  repair),  the 
average  male  worked  three  hours  and  forty-five  minutes  a day,  while 
females  worked  on  average  just  five  minutes  longer.  Sahlins  concluded  that 
such  peoples  did  not  work  hard,  nor  did  they  work  continuously.  No  wonder 
nomadic  hunter-gatherers  such  as  the  Lakota,  the  Navajo,  the  Apache  and 
the  Seminole  fiercely  resisted  capitalist  assimilation.  When  given  a 
choice  of  living  a life  of  freedom  close  to  the  abundance  of  nature  or 
becoming  wage-slaves  or  farmers,  they  inevitably  chose  the  former.  The 
real  "primitives"  would  seem  to  be  the  average  overworked  American  who 
sits  at  a desk  or  stands  on  an  assembly  line  for  50  to  60  hours  a week  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  making  high  wages  to  satisfy  an  addiction  for  consumer 
goods . 

Hence  it  is  easy  to  understand  why  Mander  would  defend  such  an  existence. 
It  is  also  easy  to  understand  why  big  business  and  the  corporate  state  are 
so  eager  to  get  the  Indian  off  the  land  and  open  it  up  for  commercial 
exploitation.  If  it  can  not  persuade  the  Indian  to  adopt  the  white  world's 
ways,  it  will  use  chicanery  or  violence  to  move  the  Indian  off  their 
ancestral  lands.  In  the  nineteenth  century,  such  conflicts  took  place 
across  the  Plains  states.  Today,  they  are  even  taking  place  on  the 
reservation,  where  Indians  struggle  to  retain  traditional  ways.  Mander 's 
advice  to  the  Indian  is  simply  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  the  outside 
world.  This  does  not  only  mean  resisting  the  uranium  mining  company's  rape 
of  sacred  land,  such  as  occurred  in  New  Mexico.  It  also  means  resisting 
the  tools  of  the  outside  world,  such  as  the  computer. 

In  the  chapter  "Seven  Negative  Points  About  Computers,"  Mander  takes 
exception  to  the  Canadian  government's  attempt  to  provide  computer 
training  to  Indians  for  the  purpose  of  resource  management.  Mander 
challenges  the  notion  that  trees,  grizzly  bears,  water,  etc.,  are 
"resources."  They  are  rather  part  of  mother  nature  and  Indians  should  use 
traditional  methods  of  keeping  track  of  them,  which  is  much  more  intuitive 
than  a computer  can  hope  to  achieve. 

This  is  bad  advice.  The  Indians  of  the  United  States  are  facing  a 
fundamental  challenge  with  respect  to  resources  like  oil,  coal,  gas  and 
uranium.  There  is  no  "traditional"  way  of  keeping  track  of  them  since 
traditional  society  had  no  particular  use  for  them.  Meanwhile,  there  are 
vicious,  greedy  corporations  who  want  to  avoid  paying  royalties  to  the 


tribes,  while  polluting  the  water  and  soil  on  their  land.  How  can  one 
prevent  this?  Clearly,  this  involves  keeping  accurate  records  of  the 
quantity  of  such  resources  and  accounting  exactly  for  royalties.  There  are 
estimates  that  billions  of  dollars  have  been  stolen  from  the  Indian 
because  of  shady  bookkeeping  practices  by  the  government  and  the 
corporations . The  only  way  that  this  can  be  prevented  is  if  Indians 
develop  their  own  expertise  and  know  for  sure  what  they  own  and  how  much 
it  is  worth. 

Mander  cites  an  article  in  the  October  1984  issue  of  "Development  Forum" 
titled  "Worshipping  a False  God,"  by  Ken  Darrow  and  Michael  Saxenian.  The 
authors,  who  have  been  involved  in  developing  small-scale  technology  in 
third  world  countries,  reject  the  use  of  computers.  They  do  not  think  that 
computers  can  provide  low-cost  communications  and  information  processing 
needs  to  primarily  agrarian  societies.  This  is  "dangerous  nonsense"  and 
Mander  agrees  with  them.  They  say,  "In  a poor  country,  using  a 
microcomputer  linked  by  satellite  to  an  information  system  half-way  round 
the  world... is  absurd." 

To  the  contrary,  it  is  "dangerous  nonsense"  for  indigenous  peoples  to 

avoid  using  computers  in  this  manner.  Anybody  who  has  been  following  the 

Zapatista  struggle  for  the  past  few  years  understands  how  crucial  the 
Internet  has  been.  Not  only  has  it  served  to  educate  people  all  around  the 
world  about  what  these  Mayan  peoples  are  fighting  for,  it  has  also 

provided  an  emergency  response  mechanism  when  the  Mexican  government  has 

attempted  to  repress  the  movement.  Immediately  after  the  massacre  in 
Chiapas  last  month  that  took  the  lives  of  44  people,  the  Internet  became  a 
beehive  of  activity  as  word  circulated.  Demonstrations,  picket-lines  and 
other  forms  of  protest  forced  the  Mexican  government  to  open  up  an 
investigation  and  public  awareness  will  surely  make  it  more  difficult  to 
repress  the  movement  in  the  future. 

Furthermore,  the  World  Wide  Web  is  replete  with  pages  devoted  to 
struggles  of  land-based  peoples  all  around  the  world,  including  the 
American  Indian.  The  information  originates  with  the  tribes  themselves  and 
provides  an  accurate  source  of  information  in  contrast  to  the 
misinformation  contained  in  the  daily  newspaper  or  television  and  radio. 

For  somebody  to  tell  Indians  not  to  use  computers  is  not  only  arrogant,  it 
is  stupid. 

Another  big  problem  is  that  Mander  oversimplifies  the  fight  between  the 
Indian  and  the  forces  arrayed  against  him.  The  only  sort  of  Indians  that 
Mander  seems  interested  in  are  those  who  are  completely  untainted  by  the 
outside  world.  If  an  Indian  lives  in  a city  or  makes  a living  as  a miner 
on  the  reservation,  Mander  ignores  him.  He  only  pays  attention  to  the 
"pure"  Indian  who  survives  by  hunting  or  fishing  the  way  that  he  did  a 
hundred  or  a thousand  years  ago.  Hence,  he  devotes  an  entire  chapter  to 
the  Dene  Indians  in  Canada,  who  live  in  the  Northwest  Territories  where 
the  traditional  economy  revolves  around  caribou  hunting  and  ice  fishing. 

In  the  1970s,  they  discovered  oil  on  Dene  land  and  pretty  soon  all  the 
usual  culprits  descended  upon  them:  oil  corporations,  lawyers  and  real- 
estate  developers.  What  is  Mander 's  biggest  concern,  however?  It  is  that 
television,  of  all  things,  will  disrupt  the  Dene's  simple  life.  He  worries 
that  televised  soap  operas  will  replace  traditional  story-telling. 

This  is  astonishing.  When  the  Dene's  traditional  way  of  life  is  being 
challenged  by  the  outside  world,  he  focuses  in  on  the  threat  of  television. 
Television,  as  everybody  knows,  is  a means  of  escape  just  like  alcohol  or 
drugs.  If  you  want  to  remove  the  temptation  of  such  things,  you  have  to 
give  people  an  alternative.  In  the  case  of  the  Dene,  the  alternative  was 
there  to  begin  with,  namely  their  traditional  way  of  life.  Mander  has 
never  really  considered  the  question  of  POLITICS,  since  it  is  only 
political  struggle  that  can  block  corporations.  Mander's  approach  is  that 
of  the  good  missionary  who  wants  to  paternalistically  plead  the  case  of 
the  Indian.  His  message  seems  directed  toward  the  corporations:  "Please 
leave  these  defenseless  people  alone."  He  has  functioned  on  the  boards  of 
various  corporate  backed  environmental  groups  and  had  a career  in  the 
world  of  advertising  beforehand,  so  it  easy  to  understand  why  he  would  try 
to  act  as  the  Indian's  representative  to  this  world. 

He  reminds  me  of  the  Franciscan  priests  who  used  to  intercede  on  behalf 


of  the  Indian  during  the  1500s  when  they  asked  the  crown  or  the  church  to 
be  more  merciful.  Paternalistic  intercession  is  less  useful  than  self- 
-organization  and  self-defense  of  the  Indian  peoples.  That  is  something 
the  Indian  can  only  do  for  himself.  Mander  has  nothing  to  say  about  this. 

In  his  400  page  book,  he  never  once  mentions,  for  example,  the  American 
Indian  Movement.  Ward  Churchill's  review  of  Mander' s book,  titled  "Another 
Dry  White  Season,"  (contained  in  "From  a Native  Son"),  contains  the 
astonishing  observation  that  of  305  bibliographic  entries  in  the  book, 
only  seventeen  are  by  Indian  authors.  Not  one  of  Vine  Deloria  Dr.'s  dozen 
books  is  cited,  nor  any  by  Churchill  himself,  nor  any  by  any  other 
American  Indian  political  leaders.  The  only  conclusion  you  can  draw  is 
that  Mander  thinks  the  fight  is  between  poor,  defenseless,  "pure" 
traditional  peoples  and  the  government  and  corporations.  And  whom  can  they 
count  on  in  their  hour  of  need?  Superman  himself:  Derry  Mander. 

This  brings  us  to  the  final  question  of  Mander 's  prejudice  against 
anything  that  is  not  primitive  and  local.  If  it  was  up  to  him,  Indians 
would  exist  in  triblets  just  as  they  did  500  years  ago.  They  would  not 
live  in  cities,  drive  cars,  wear  clothes  purchased  at  Walmarts,  watch 
television,  use  computers  or  go  to  college.  This  precludes  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Indians,  including  the  men  and  women  who  founded  AIM. 

People  like  Leonard  Peltier,  Dennis  Banks,  Russell  Means  and  Dohn 
Trudelle  were  not  traditionals . The  civil  rights  movement  or  the  black 
nationalist  movement  of  the  1960s  inspired  them.  They  lived  in  the  cities 
and  made  their  living  as  auto  mechanics  or  other  blue-collar  jobs.  They 
often  did  not  even  speak  Lakota  or  their  tribal  language.  Their  sole 
agenda  was  defending  Indian  rights,  on  or  off  the  reservation.  This  meant 
challenging  the  government,  not  pleading  to  it  to  be  kinder  and  gentler. 

And  so  we  must  ask  what  and  who  is  the  American  Indian  that  is  much  more 
complex  than  the  one  described  by  Mander?  Furthermore,  do  we  have  a litmus 
test  that  says  only  people  who  speak  the  language  and  subsist  off  the  land 
are  worth  defending?  No,  of  course  not. 

The  American  Indian,  more  than  any  other  people  living  in  this  country, 
is  a product  of  various  clashing  economic,  cultural  and  social  forces. 

Ever  since  the  colonists  came  to  America,  Indians  have  adopted  defense 
strategies  that  in  essence  contradict  the  sort  of  highly  localized, 
traditional  identity  that  Mander  privileges. 

There  is  a very  interesting  paper  titled  "From  Peripheral  Domination  to 
Internal  Colonialism:  Socio-Political  Change  of  the  Lakota  on  Standing 
Rock"  by  Dames  V.  Fenelon,  an  Assistant  Professor  of  Sociology  at  Dohn 
Carroll  University.  It  is  at  'csf .colorado.edu/wsystems/jwsr/vol3/v3n2a3. 
htm, ' the  online  version  of  the  Dournal  of  World-Systems  Research. 
Unfortunately,  Fenelon  uses  a lot  of  academic  jargon  but  his  research  is 
fascinating.  Basically,  he  argues  that  American  capitalism  has  forced  the 
Lakota  at  the  Standing  Rock  reservation  in  South  Dakota  to  think  of  itself 
both  as  a nationality  and  as  a tribe.  Their  complex  self-identification 
shows  how  limited  Mander 's  categories  are.  Fenelon  has  interviewed  people 
on  the  reservation  and  here  are  seven  examples  of  the  rather  diverse  forms 
of  tribal  and  national  identity: 

1.  "I'm  a Sioux  woman,  Yanktonai,  and  it  (the  group)  should  be  called  the 
Sioux  club.  I've  lived  here  for  almost  forty  years,  so  this  is  my  home,  but 
I am  from  Standing  Rock,  and  so  is  my  daughter...  We  speak  Dakota,  and  of 
course  English...  Some  of  these  people  don't  even  know  where  they  are  from, 
and  so  they're  from  nowhere..."  (Earth-Powers,  1995) 

2.  "I  am  from  (a  particular  Lakota)  Sioux  reservation  - I don't  like  that 
word  Sioux,  but  for  means  of  identification  I suppose  it's  OK.  ...that's 
what  I consider  home,  although  I'm  living  out  here,  I guess  I feel 
expatriated..."  (Yonder,  1994) 

3.  "I  felt  it  was  an  insult  to  the  wisdom  of  my  ancestors  that  the 
knowledge  passed  on  to  me  should  be  valued  so  lowly. . . When  I began 
teaching,  I was  amazed  how  many  (Indian  people)  didn't  have  any  (knowledge 
of  their)  background  as  a people."  (Defender,  1993) 

4.  "When  I first  came  to  (the  city)  I thought  'Good  I can  relax  here' 
because  I had  come  from  South  Dakota  where  you  can  cut  discrimination  with 
a knife  it's  so  thick.  But  that's  not  true.  Here  you  find  discrimination 
trying  to  get  our  needs  met  with  city  and  state  systems,  because  the  Indian 


community  doesn't  have  group  strength."  (Blue  Weather,  1992) 

5.  "When  you  get  cornered,  boxed  in,  with  nowhere  to  go,  and  your  people 
are  attacked...  you  resist...  They  take  your  land,  your  traditional  ways, 
and  then  they  want  to  start  education  their  way,  and  all  that  is  a 
continuation  of  their  system.  It's  hard  to  be  an  Indian.  They  embargo  your 
people,  your  ways,  your  nationhood.  I had  to  expose  this  system  that  is 
used  to  destroy  us,  what  is  why  I talked  to  the  U.N.,  because  we  are  a 
nation...  They  say  "we  acquired  the  land,  we  conquered  this  land,  but  we, 
the  Sioux  nation  were  never  conquered.  We  will  take  our  sovereignty..." 
(Grass-man,  1993) 

6.  "...when  you  know,  you  learn  your  language,  your  traditional  ways... 
your  whole  outlook  on  life  will  change,  your  whole  value  system  will  change 
- you  will  be  proud  when  someone  calls  you  a traditional  - you  will  become 
proud  of  your  identity,  and  you  will  see  the  beauty  of  life,,,,  and  walk 
the  good  road."  (Big-Horse,  1993) 

7.  "(The)  colonial  powers,  coming  in  and  re-naming  us,  ...  naming  us... 
(the) ...  military  never  gave  the  people,  my  grandmother,  then  chance  to  go 
back  to  their  emergent,  sacred  places...  (to  re-new  their  identity)... 
People  have  been  separated  from  their  emergent  places,  and  are  not  educated 
in  their  language."  (Defender-Wilson,  1996) 

Obviously,  this  level  of  complexity  would  frustrate  Mander's  model  of 
analysis  so  he  does  just  what  you  would  expect.  He  ignores  peoples  like 
the  Lakota,  who  have  been  at  the  forefront  of  American  Indian  struggles 
for  the  past  25  years. 

It  seems  pointless  to  place  traditional  hunting-and-gathering  societies 
on  a pedestal  at  this  point  in  history.  While  activists  must  defend  the 
right  of  the  Dene  or  any  other  peoples  to  live  a traditional  life,  we  have 
to  be  aware  that  the  threat  to  their  existence  is  not  because  of  ill-will. 
Private  enterprise  does  not  represent  an  alternative  "life-style"  to  that 
of  traditional  society  that  one  can  accept  or  reject  as  a matter  of  taste, 
like  sugar  in  one's  coffee.  What  is  driving  the  Canadian  and  American 
governments  and  corporations  to  batter  down  the  doors  of  the  Dene  and 
Inuit  peoples  is  the  need  for  profit.  Oil,  coal  and  uranium  corporations 
will  not  listen  to  somebody  like  Derry  Mander,even  if  he  is  the  most 
sincere  and  well-meaning  person  on  the  planet.  Demonstrations  and  picket- 
lines speak  louder. 

They  will  only  respond  to  political  action,  the  more  militant  the  better. 
As  the  cabal  of  corporations,  the  FBI  and  other  defenders  of  private 
property  lay  siege  to  reservations  and  ancestral  lands,  the  Indian  must 
develop  his  own  united  front.  Tribes  will  have  to  build  coalitions  both 
nationally  and  internationally.  The  need  to  communicate  both  within  the 
United  States  and  internationally  will  become  ever  more  important.  The 
Chiapas  Indians  will  have  paved  the  way  for  the  use  of  computers  in  a 
liberation  movement.  Indians  need  not  only  computers,  but  faxes,  cell 
telephones  and  cable  TV.  As  Malcolm  X once  said,  "By  any  means  necessary." 
While  he  was  speaking  of  guns,  it  is  obvious  that  a much  more  effective 
tool  for  the  time  being  is  one  that  plugs  into  a wall. 

In  my  next  two  posts,  I will  be  taking  a very  close  look  at  the 
intersection  of  Marxism  and  Indians.  In  the  first  of  these,  I will  review 
the  mistakes  and  the  corrections  made  by  the  Sandinistas  in  Nicaragua  vis- 
a-vis  the  Miskitu  Indians.  As  part  of  this,  I will  examine  Russell  Means' 
role  in  the  contra  war.  Following  that  I will  examine  the  political 
philosophy  of  Duan  Carlos  Mariategui,  a Peruvian  Communist  who  tried  to 
synthesize  Incan  communalism--embodied  by  the  "ayllus"--  and  20th  century 
Marxism. 

Louis  Proyect 
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WARD  VALLEY  UPDATE  - WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP!!! 

The  time  is  getting  near  for  people  to  begin  to  gather  at  Ward  Valley  to 
stand  with  the  Tribes  of  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and 
others  to  help  defend  this  sacred  land,  critical  habitat  and  the  Colorado 
River  against  contamination  by  a proposed  nuclear  waste  dump. 

We  have  been  very  busy  preparing  for  this  action  and  we  need  the  help  of 
everyone  out  there  to  be  successful.  If  you  can  help  or  provide  any  of  the 
items  listed  below  please  give  us  a call  760/326-6267 
or  e-mail  swvl@ctaz.com 

PEOPLE  - of  course,  we  want  everyone  that  can  possibly  come  out  to  Ward 
Valley  to  do  so.  lust  being  there  to  show  your  support  is  very  important. 
There  are  also  some  specific  jobs  that  people  can  do  while  they  are  here. 

The  first  two  items  on  this  list  are  essential  and  need  to  know  ASAP  if  any 
one  can  volunteer  for  these  positions. 

! ! ! BUSDRIVERS  - people  with  Class  2 driver's  licenses  that  can  drive 
buses--mostly  school  buses--to  shuttle  people  to  & from  Ward  Valley. 

! ! !MEDICAL  PEOPLE  - Doctors,  nurses,  EMT' s--anyone  with  first-aid  training. 

We  also  need  someone  to  bottom-line  medical. 

Non-violence  trainers 

Peacekeepers 

Legal  Observers 

Kitchen  - We  need  many  people  willing  to  help  prepare  and  serve  meals. 

Making  sure  people  are  fed  is  extremely  important! 

ELDER  CARE:  There  are  many  elders  from  the  5 Colorado  River  Native  Nations 
that  have  made  the  commitment  to  take  a stand  in  defense  of  their  sacred 
land.  In  order  to  make  sure  all  of  their  needs  are  met  we  need  the  following 
Tents  (cabin-type  canvas  tents  would  be  best) 

Sleeping  pads 
Cots 

Sleeping  bags  (not  mummy  bags) 

Gloves,  scarves,  hats,  etc. 

FOOD  & SUPPLIES: 

Fresh  fruits  & vegetables  (preferably  organic) 

Cooking  oil 

Soy  and/or  rice  drinks 

Canned  goods  (vegetables,  tomato  sauce,  milk,  etc.) 

Pasta 

lams  & lellies 

Trail  Mix,  power  bars,  nutritious  snack  food 

Breads  - bagels,  sandwich  bread,  pita  bread  - all  kinds! 

Stuff  for  sandwiches 
Milk 

Containers  for  kitchen  supplies  and  food  - 5 gal.  buckets  w/  lids,  lrg. 
storage  containers 

Silverware  - check  out  the  local  thrift  shop  (or  your  garage  or  attic)  for 
used  knives,  forks,  spoons,  etc. 

Large  cooking  pots 

THE  LOAN  OF  LARGE  ARMY  TENTS  TO  USE  FOR  KITCHENS  AND  MEETING  AREAS!! 

And,  last  but  not  least,  MONEY. 

Whether  you  can  be  here  or  not  you  can  help  to  Save  Ward  Valley.  Together 
we  can  stop  this  radioactive  waste  dump! ! ! 

IF  YOU  CAN'T  COME  TO  THE  ACTION: 

1)  Call  Dianne  Feinstein  at  202/224-3841  or  e-mail  her  at 
senator@feinstein.senate.gov  and  tell  her  to  oppose  the  dump  now. 

2)  Call  President  Clinton  at  202/456-1111  or  e-mail  him  at 
president@whitehouse.gov  and  demand  this  project  be  stopped  now--once  and 
for  all. 

3)  Write  a letter  to  the  editor  or  call  in  to  a radio  talk  show  and  spread 
the  word. 

4)  Encourage  your  church.  City  Council,  Chamber  of  Commerce  or  civic  group 
to  pass  a resolution  against  the  construction  of  any  radioactive  facility  at 
Ward  Valley. 

5)  Write  a letter  of  support  of  the  5 Tribes  of  the  Colorado  River  Native 


Nations  Alliance--Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Cocopah,  Quechan,  and  Colorado 
River  Indian  Tribes  to  President  Clinton  and  your  senators  and 
representatives.  Tell  them  you  support  the  Tribes  struggle  to  save  sacred 
land  from  further  desecration,  believe  the  U.S.  government  has  not  fully 
honored  requests  for  nation  to  nation  consultation  on  the  issue  of  Ward 
Valley,  and  demand  that  this  project  be  stopped  now--once  and  for  all! 
Please  send  a copy  to  Steve  Lopez,  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe,  500  Merriman, 
Needles,  CA  92363. 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http://earthrunner.com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 
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U.S.  prison  population  soars 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
from  the  Militant,  vol.62/no.5  February  9,  1998 

According  to  U.S.  Dustice  Department  figures,  as  of  last  Dune  the  number 
of  people  behind  bars  in  the  United  States  exceeded  1.7  million  - more 
than  double  the  amount  locked  up  since  1985.  Some  9.4  percent  more  people 
are  being  held  in  city  or  county  jails,  which  generally  confine  those 
awaiting  trial  or  serving  terms  of  a year  or  less.  Contributing  factors  to 
the  increase  include  longer  prison  sentences,  more  mandatory  sentencing 
laws,  and  less  willingness  by  the  courts  to  grant  paroles.  Los  Angeles  has 
the  largest  jail  population  with  21,962  prisoners,  and  New  York  comes  in  a 
close  second  with  17,528.  On  Danuary  23  a federal  judge  ruled  against  an 
inmate's  law  suit,  claiming  that  double  celling  - that  is  stuffing  two 
inmates  into  a cell  made  for  one  - is  not  a violation  of  human  rights. 

Meanwhile,  the  Federal  Prison  Industries  (FPI),  which  puts  prisoners  to 
work  for  $1  an  hour  in  72  federal  prisons  around  the  country,  made  more 
than  $600  million  in  1997  gross  sales  income.  Ira  Kirschbaum,  general 
counsel  for  FPI,  praised  the  prison  labor  program  for  "teaching  a work 
ethic  -get  up  on  time,  work  all  day  long,  do  a good  job." 
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! ! URGENT  ACTION  ALERT  FOR  STANDING  DEER!! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


From:  Bonnie  Kerness,  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  who 
stated,  "This  is  the  worst  time  for  prisoners  in  my  20  years  as  a 
prison  activist." 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

STANDING  DEER,  640289  (Ellis  1,  Huntsville,  TX  77343)  has  been  falsely 
accused  of  writing  "When  I Get  Out,"  which  was  a poem  that  appeared  in 
"Hauling  Up  The  Morning."  The  poem  was  written  by  lames  Red  Dog. 

Standing  Deer  sent  this  poem  to  a local  newspaper  trying  to  illustrate  how 
prison  impacts  on  people.  As  a result,  he  has  received  charges  as  a 
terrorist  and  is  being  investigated  by  the  FBI.  Standing  Deer  is  in  the 
hole  and  is  being  denied  his  medication.  Please  fax,  call  and  send 
letters  demanding  that  the  harassment  of  this  elder  man  be  stopped  and 
that  he  be  given  his  medicine: 

Warden  Figuroa 
Estelle  Unit 

Huntsville,  Texas  77340 
Phone:  409-291-4200 
Fax:  409-295-5407 

Alan  Pulansky 

Director,  Texas  Dept.  Of  Criminal  Justice 
Fax:  210-349-5468 

Please  send  copies  of  letters  to  Anna  Standing  Deer,  P.0.  Box 
690,  Mohegan  Lake,  NY  10547. 

IT  WILL  ONLY  TAKE  A FEW  MOMENTS  FOR  YOU  TO 
GIVE  YOUR  SUPPORT,  AND  IT  WILL  MEAN  A GREAT 
DEAL  FOR  THESE  GOONS  TO  KNOW  THAT  STANDING 
DEER  HAS  SUPPORT  OUTSIDE  OF  THE  WALLS! 


"Any  movement  that  fails  to  support  it's  political  internees  is  a 
sham  movement!"  - Ojore  N.  Lutalo 


The  following  information  comes  from  "CAN'T  JAIL  THE 
SPIRIT",  Third  Edition,  October,  1992;  Editorial  El  Coqui, 
Publishers  - 1671  N.  Claremont,  Chicago,  IL  60647, 
312-342-8027.  Cost  $12.00.  VERY  WELL  worth  the  money! 


STANDING  DEER  - NATIVE  AMERICAN  POLITICAL  PRISONER 

In  1978,  Standing  Deer,  a 65-year-old  Oneida/Choctaw,  exposed  a 
government  plot  to  assassinate  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  leader 
Leonard  Peltier  in  Marion  prison.  This  bizarre  case  has  been  documented 
in  several  books,  including  "In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse"  by  Peter 
Matthiessen.  In  1984,  Standing  Deer,  Leonard  Peltier,  and  Albert  Garza 
fasted  for  42  days  to  draw  worldwide  attention  to  the  deplorable 
conditions  at  USP  Marion,  the  maximum  security  federal  prison.  In 
retaliation,  the  government  held  these  three  men  in  total  solitary 
isolation  for  15  months  with  nothing  in  their  cages  except  a steel  bunk 
and  a toilet.  Standing  Deer  continues  to  fight  for  human  dignity  despite 
failing  health  and  reprisals  from  his  captors. 

In  his  Marion  Death  Fast  Statement,  Standing  Deer  wrote,  in  part: 

"All  of  the  above  things  I could  probably  learn  to  live  with  because  I 
realize  that  Marion  is  america's  #1  gulag  for  political  prisoners,  and  I 
know  that  my  brothers,  friends,  comrades  in  here  are  suffering  the  same 
indignities.  But  there  is  one  outrage  that  I can  no  longer  tolerate.  I 
will  no  longer  allow  the  united  states  to  continue  to  deny  me  the  right  to 
practice  my  religion.  For  491  years  the  religion  of  my  people  has  been 
trampled  on  and  disrespected  by  the  sea  pirates  and  many  of  their 
descendants  who  invaded  my  land  so  long  ago.  For  those  of  us  who  today 
wish  to  follow  the  religion  and  teachings  of  our  grandfathers,  the  road  is 
rocky  and  the  struggle  is  hard,  even  under  conditions  in  the  so-called 
'free  world.'  But  for  American  Indians  in  Marion,  we  have  been  cast  into 
a spiritual  wastebasket  where  every  aspect  of  our  religion  is  denied. 

Leonard  and  me  enter  into  this  fast  not  out  of  despair  or  depression 
but  with  a joyful  commitment  of  total  love  and  dedication  to  our  people." 


PLEASE  CALL,  FAX  OR  WRITE  TODAY! 

HANDS  OFF  STANDING  DEER! 

Build  and  Support  lericho  '98  March  on  the  White  House! 

Demand  Amnesty  for  Political  Prisoners/POW' s ! 
http://www.jericho98.togdog.com 

"RE : Splitting  the  Sky  Speaking"  

Date:  Sun,  8 Feb  1998  00:34:48  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Splitting  the  Sky  speaking  in  Ontario  and  Quebec 

Forwarded  message: 

From:  lames_Dumaine@babylon.montreal.qc.ca  (lames  Dumaine) 

Subject:  Fwd:  Splitting  the  Sky  speaking  in  Ontario  and  Quebec 
Date:  07  Feb  1998  04:02:49  GMT 
News  Release 

Thursday  February  5,  1998 

Splitting  the  Sky  speaking  in  Ontario  and  Quebec 

Splitting  The  Sky  (lohn  Hill),  spokesperson  for  the  Free  the  Wolverine 
Campaign,  will  be  speaking  in  Ontario  and  Quebec  from  February  7 to  14, 
1998  to  raise  awareness  about  thel995  Gustafsen  Lake  crisis  . The  speaking 
tour  will  be  going  to  Windsor,  Guelph,  Waterloo,  Hamilton,  Toronto, 
Peterborough  and  Montreal. 

Splitti 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Feb  18  12:27:40  1998 
Date:  Tue,  17  Feb  1998  19:47:10  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.008 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AISESnet,  NativeWeb  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
BINDLESTIF  WORLD  WIDE;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native; 

Third  World  Network  Features;  COLORADO  RIVER  NATIVE  NATIONS  ALLIANCE 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to  a 


.doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


If  I had  an  army,  I would  yet  fight  and  contend  to  the  last;  but  I 
have  none,  my  people  are  all  gone.  I can  do  no  more  than  weep  over 
the  misfortunes  of  my  nation.  Once  I could  animate  my  warriors  to 
battle;  but  I cannot  animate  the  dead.  My  warriors  can  no  longer 
hear  my  voice;  their  bones  are  at  Talladega,  Tallushatches,  Emuckfaw, 
and  Tohopeka . " 

I have  not  surrendered  myself  thoughtlessly.  While  there  were  chances 
of  success  I never  left  my  post,  nor  supplicated  peace;  but  my  people 
are  now  gone,  and  I ask  it  for  my  Nation  and  for  myself." 

Chief  Red  Eagle,  Creek 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Normally,  I use  this  space  to  share  my  personal  thoughts;  but  nothing 
I can  say  surpasses  these  words  sent  to  me  by  an  elder. 


One  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  the  policy  of  the  United  States 
Government  was  to  instill  fear  and  intimidation  into  the  People  of  First 
Nations  in  order  to  defeat  them. 

While  they  galloped  through  peaceful  villages,  riding  down  anything  in 
their  paths,  they  knew  that  by  making  the  People  afraid  of  them,  they 
would  exercise  control,  thus  gain  dominance. 

Threats,  intimidations  were  used  along  with  the  psychological  tactic  of 
making  the  people  "prove"  they  were  loyal  to  government  agents. 

These  are  the  same  tactics  used  in  world  wars  by  foreign  military 
dictators . 

Times  have  not  changed  much  in  150  years. 

Nor  have  evil  people. 

It  is  good  for  all  of  us  to  remember  that  Traditional,  honorable  people 
do  not  threaten  others,  force  them  to  agree  and  bow  down,  nor  belittle 
them.  Those  are  the  tactics  of  government  agents  and  men  (and  women)  of 
evil  who  desire  to  dominate  others  by  the  same  instillation  of  fear. 

There  are  groups  of  people  who  feed  their  egos  by  hurting  others.  It 
is  because  of  their  low  self  esteem  and  self  worth  that  these  bullies  will 
act  like  any  abuser,  belittling  others,  and  trying  to  enforce  their  will. 

They  will  not  work  towards  positive  changes  for  First  Nations,  nor 
will  they  help  those  who  are.  Instead,  they  will,  as  with  all  wife 
beaters,  or  child  molesters,  try  to  destroy  good  by  inflicting  their  evil 
and  dominance. 

Flitler  rose  to  power  on  deluding  enough  people  into  believing  he  was  a 
charismatic  leader  whose  sole  purpose  in  life  was  to  save  the  German 
people.  After  murdering  millions  of  innocent  Dewish  People,  he  was  seen 
for  what  he  had  always  been,  a evil,  self  serving,  dictator  who 
manipulated  those  around  him  as  he  rose  to  power. 

You  would  think  that  we  would  learn. 

Look  around  you.  Those  who  profess  to  love  First  Nations  do  not  use 
gestapo  tactics  of  fear  and  intimidation  as  they  climb  over  bodies  in 
their  quest  for  power. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


No  person  of  honor  will  harm  others,  under  any  rationalizations. 

Those  that  do,  are  evil  abusers  who  should  be  avoided. 

There  are  many  who  claim  to  be  the  demi  gods  of  first  nations,  but  I 
can  assure  you  that  none  of  those  who  are  of  honor,  are  making  that  claim. 

Remember  back  in  our  history.  Not  so  long  ago  many  came  to  us, 
claiming  to  be  our  friends,  only  to  betray  us  and  assist  in  the  planned 
extermination  of  our  People. 

Those  today,  who  do  the  same,  are  the  enemy  of  First  People.  Look 
around  you.  They  shout  loud  enough  for  you  to  see  who  they  are. 

They  are  the  cancers  eating  through  the  heart  of  First  Nations,  under 
the  guise  of  curing  all  our  ills. 

By  remaining  silent  you  give  implication  of  approval  of  their  anger. 

And  as  with  a cancer,  they  should  be  removed,  before  they  destroy  the 
heart . 
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Date:  Wed,  11  Feb  1998  12:14:21  -0500 

From:  GrayDeer@aol.com  (by  way  of  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net>) 

Sub j : Death  of  great  great  uncle 

Joseph  Martin 
1902  (?)  - 1998 

Deer  Clan  - Onondaga/Mohawk  - Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation 

I got  the  sad  news  this  morning  that  my  tota  Great  Uncle  Doe  Martin  has 
passed  away.  I just  spoke  to  him  a few  weeks  ago,  and  I was  looking  forward 
to  seeing  him  when  I return  to  the  reservation  in  15  months.  There  was  so 
much  I wanted  to  ask  him.  Because  of  his  health  (being  on  oxygen)  and  his 
hearing  problem,  phone  conversations  made  it  very  hard  to  actually 
communicate.  The  last  time  we  spoke,  he  told  me  about  how  he  was  sent  to 
Spanish  River  (a  boarding/trade?  school)  when  he  was  just  a boy.  It  was  part 
of  the  U.S.  assimilation  policy  to  take  children  from  their  families  and 
place  them  in  environments  where  they  could  be  taught  to  be  civilized 
citizens  of  the  U.S..  Fie  did  not  like  it  there- 

He  missed  his  family  very  much-  he  did  not  tell  me  too  much  about  it-like  my 
grandmother,  he  always  tried  to  tell  me  a positive  side  of  the  story.  But 
every  now  and  then  some  of  the  facts  came  through,  and  he  would  tell  me  of 
the  abuse.  Fie  told  me  how  he  and  others  would  meet  in  secrecy  to  talk 
Mohawk-to  talk  about  home-  to  just  be  Onkwehonwe  "Indians". 

Tota  Sose  I dedicate  this  poem  to  you: 

Grandmother  Moon's  Gift  "Realization" 
by  Kanatiyosh 

Grandmother  moon,  in  all  your  fullness 

I sit  upon  the  sand  captured  by  your  wisdom 

Shining  seemingly  only  upon  me 

Intensity  of  the  outside  world  no  longer  matters 

You  fill  me  with  strengths,  hopes,  and  desires 

Images  of  the  past  flood  my  senses 

Moon  madness  mystifies  memories 

Past  relatives  and  friends  surrendered,  lost 

Angrily  I search  you  for  answers 

Why  do  we  concentrate  on  the  past? 

Why  do  we  not  all  have  vision  to  the  future? 

Sitting  beneath  you,  wolves  begin  to  howl 

Magical  omens  sent  by  ancestral  moon 

With  clarity  I understand  your  wisdom  sign 

Man  and  nature  would  rather  cry 

Than  to  realize  someday  he  too  will  die. 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

2.27.1974  Edward  Standing  Soldier  - AIM  member  killed  near  Pine  Ridge 
by  "party  or  parties  unknown." 


No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30067, 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Leonard  Peltier  News 


Date:  Sat,  14  Feb  1998  11:38:57  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  news 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d'laan'te  friends.  As  I promised,  here  is  news  of  my  mtg  w/  the  Member  of 
Parliament  that  will  be  raising  the  Issue  of  Leonard's  illegal  extradition 
from  Canada  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons  (Canada's  Parliament). 

(Met  w/  2 other  MP's  afterwards  too). 

I met  first  w/  "Mr.  Peter  Mancini,  MP,  Sydney-Victoria" . He  is  the  Justice 
Critic  in  the  House  for  the  New  Democratic  Party  (NDP).  He  gave  me  copies 
of  the  Order  Paper  (agenda)  with  the  notice  to  Canada's  Minister  of 
Justice  ("The  Honourable  Anne  McLellan")  that  she'd  better  be  able  to 
answer.  He  doesn't  foresee  being  able  to  table  the  question  to  the 
Minister  in  the  House  until  the  first  half  of  April.  This  will  dovetail 
perfect  w/  the  parole  hearing  for  Leonard  scheduled  for  first  week  in  May. 

I working  now  at  getting  USA  media  to  cover  this.  Video  clips  of  the 
question  by  Mancini  & & McLellan 's  response  will  be  available  through  the 
Parliamentary  television  network  that  televises  all  House  proceedings. 

I once  more  ask  readers  to  encourage  Mr.  Mancini  to  make  sure  to  ask  that 
question  by  emailing  your  thanks  & encouragement  to  his  office,  as  well  as 
emailing  the  Minister  of  Justice  to  encourage  her  to  answer.  For  their 
email  addresses  dial 

http : //www . pari . gc . ca 

(or  for  anything  else  you  might  be  interested  in  regarding  Canada's 
Parliament  & how  it  works.  Standing  Committee  mtgs  [including  the  Indian 
Affairs  Committee,  etc]  use  the  same  website..). 

btw,  no  need  to  thank  McLellan  for  anything;  she  is  from  ALberta  (cowboy 
country)  & has  no  love  for  Indians,  much  less  for  a "convicted  felon"  like 
Leonard.  So  just  urge  her  to... 

"...  immediately  release  the  Internal  Review  of  the  Minister  of  Justice 
into  the  Matter  of  the  Extradition  of  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier,  as  announced  by 
her  predecessor,  Mr.  Allan  Rock,  in  June  1995..." 


That  official  govt  review  has  long-since  been  completed  but  never  released 
to  the  Canadian  public  who  paid  for  it.  Remind  her  that  over  35 ,000,000 
people  around  the  world,  including  the  European  Parliament,  many  other 
state  governments  & International  Human  Rights  Organizations,  and  people 
such  as  Nelson  Mandela,  Desmond  Tutu,  Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn  & 1000 's  of 
other  persons  w/  international  respect  are  waiting  for  her  to  get  off  her 
butt...  (but  don't  use  my  words..;  that's  what  got  me  tossed  out  of  her 
office.)  (;-) 

will  keep  you  all  posted  as  things  develop... 

masi:cho  to  all  of  you  for  listening  & for  ACTING  on  this... 

Keep  phoning  Whitehouse  comments  line  for  Executive  Clemency  too! ! 

"RE : Showdown  in  the  Desert"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Feb  1998  14:40:25  -0800  (PST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub  j : SHOWDOWN  IN  THE  DESERT 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

Contact:  Steve  Lopez,  Ft.  Mojave  Tribe  760/629-4591 
Save  Ward  Valley  760/326-6267 
SHOWDOWN  IN  THE  DESERT: 

INDIAN  NATIONS  VOW  TO  DEFEND  WARD  VALLEY  FROM  FURTHER  DESECRATION  AND 
NUCLEAR  WASTE  DUMP.  U.S.  DEPT.  OF  INTERIOR  THREATENS  TO  EVICT  OCCUPATION. 
PRESS  CONFERENCE  AND  SPIRITUAL  CEREMONIAL  ACTION  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  12, 

1998,  12  NOON  AT  WARD  VALLEY. 

Needles,  CA  --  On  Thursday,  February  12,  1998  at  12  noon,  the  five  Indian 
Nations  of  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and  many  supporters 
will  gather  at  Ward  Valley  to  announce  their  determination  to  defend  sacred 
Indian  land  against  further  desecration  and  the  proposed  nuclear  waste  dump. 
The  Tribes  and  supporters  will  gather  hours  before  the  expiration  of  a 
fifteen  day  "closure  order"  issued  January  29th  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
the  Interior.  A face-off  is  expected  Friday,  February  13th  as  the  Indian 
Nations  and  supporters  will  defend  Ward  Valley  with  peaceful,  dignified  and 
direct  protest. 

The  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  of  the  Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi, 
Quechan,  Cocopah  and  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes,  along  with  environmental 
activists,  are  assembling  on  the  site  of  a proposed  nuclear  dump  at  Ward 
Valley  in  anticipation  of  the  attempt  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to 
close  the  area  and  commence  test  drilling.  Testing  by  state  and  federal 
governments  would  desecrate  sacred  Indian  lands  and  destroy  critical  habitat 
for  the  threatened  desert  tortoise. 

The  Indian  Nations  are  furious  the  Interior  Department  totally  ignored 
tribal  and  environmental  concerns  and  breached  its  fiduciary  responsibility 
to  protect  their  environmental  and  trust  resources.  "The  Tribes  have  opposed 
the  dump  since  the  beginning,  and  we  can  tolerate  no  further  damage  to  Ward 
Valley,"  said  Steve  Lopez,  spokesperson  for  the  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe  and 
the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance.  "We  demand  that  President 
Clinton  uphold  Environmental  Justice  Executive  Orders  and  stop  the  dump  now 
and  for  all." 

Governor  Pete  Wilson  and  the  nuclear  industry  hope  to  bury  long-lived  and 
highly  dangerous  radioactive  wastes,  mostly  from  nuclear  power  plants,  in 
shallow  unlined  dirt  trenches  above  an  aquifer,  eighteen  miles  from  the 
Colorado  River.  U.S.  Ecology's  similar  nuclear  waste  dump  in  Beatty,  Nevada 
has  already  been  found  to  be  severely  leaking. 

Ward  Valley  is  22  miles  west  of  Needles,  California,  off  the  Water  Road 
exit  on  Interstate  40. 
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Release  date:  February  9,  1998 

To  further  enhance  the  capacity  of  the  Save  Ward  Office,  the  Fort  Mojave 
Indian  Tribe  is  pleased  to  announce  that  they  have  hired  3eff  Wood, 
Chemehuevi  Indian  Tribe,  and  Wally  Antone,  Quechan  Indian  Nation,  to  act  as 
Native  American  Coordinators  in  the  Save  Ward  Valley  campaign. 

The  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe  is  issuing  this  official  notice  to  members  of 
the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and  Save  Ward  Valley  Coalition 
that  both  3eff  Wood  and  Wally  Antone  are  duly  authorized  to  deal  with  issues 
in  the  Save  Ward  Valley  office  and  will  report  to  the  Fort  Mojave  Tribe's 
council  to  apprise  the  Alliance  regarding  current  issues  and  activities 
relating  to  the  Ward  Valley  situation. 

Fort  Mojave  is  honored  and  enthusiastic  that  these  Tribal  members  are 
looking  forward  to  being  involved  with  this  campaign  and  wish  to  do  all  they 
can  to  work  with  the  five  Tribes  of  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations 
Alliance  to  win  this  very  important  battle  to  save  our  sacred  land  at  Ward 
Valley. 
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BREAKING  NEWS ...  SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  14,  1998 
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Save  Ward  Valley  760-326-6267,  760/326-4305,  714/649-2641 
SHOWDOWN  AT  WARD  VALLEY  ESCALATES: 

ALL-NIGHT  INDIAN  RELIGIOUS  CEREMONY 
HALTS  U.S.  GOVERNMENT'S  PLANNED  CLOSURE  OF  SITE 
GOVERNMENT  AGAIN  UNABLE  TO  REMOVE  OCCUPATION 

PROTESTERS  BLOCKADE  ROADS  TO  GROUND  ZERO 
BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT  ISSUES  EVICTION  NOTICE 

Needles,  CA  --  Elders  of  the  five  Colorado  River  Indian  Nations  and 
traditional  Quechan  singers  held  an  all-night  religious  ceremony  at  the 
site  where  federal  officials  had  planned  to  close  off  Ward  Valley  to 
public  use  at  midnight.  Hundreds  of  Indian  people  and  supporters 
continued  to  dig  in,  blocking  the  roads  to  the  proposed  nuclear  dump  site 


in  order  to  protect  the  ongoing  Indian  religious  ceremonies  and  prevent 
any  further  desecration  to  the  land.  The  BLM  has  been  unable  to  enforce 
the  now  expired  15  day  closure  order. 

As  Bureau  of  Land  Management  rangers  parked  on  a hill  overlooking  the 
ceremony  and  protest,  Quechan  spiritual  leaders  and  young  warriors  sang 
their  sacred  cycle  of  songs.  "We  sang  the  Lightening  Songs  based  upon 
creation  stories  that  took  place  on  our  Spirit  Mountain,"  said  Preston 
Arrow-weed  of  the  Quechan  Indian  Nation.  "These  songs  call  on  our  creator 
to  protect  the  land  that  we  are  here  in  Ward  Valley  to  defend.  We  also 
sang  the  Pipa  songs  of  being  daring,  challenging,  intimidating  and 
protecting  the  land  of  the  people.  We  are  trying  to  stop  death  from 
coming  to  Ward  Valley." 

"We  are  proud  of  our  young  Mohave  men  representing  all  the  river  Tribes 
who  tonight  carried  the  sacred  Staffs  signifying  the  spirituality  of 
Indian  people,"  said  Mamie  Harper,  Mohave  Elder  of  the  Colorado  River 
Indian  Tribes. 

On  Saturday  morning  BLM  rangers  were  blocked  from  entering  the  site  in 
their  vehicles  in  order  to  prevent  interference  with  the  ongoing  religious 
ceremony.  Young  environmental  activists  joined  hands  with  tribal  members, 
the  American  Indian  Movement  and  other  supporters  to  protect  the  area. 
Wally  Antone  of  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  informed  the 
BLM  officials  Saturday  morning  "Our  ceremonies  will  continue  here  and  our 
elders  will  not  move.  You  will  have  to  drag  us  out,  and  I say  these  words 
with  honor" . 

BLM  officials  were  allowed  onto  the  site  with  escorts  this  morning  to 
speak  with  tribal  leaders.  BLM  officials  presented  a five  day  eviction 
notice  to  tribal  leaders,  stating  that  the  encampment  at  ground  zero 
needed  to  be  removed  by  Thursday,  February  19th.  Earlier  police  action  is 
possible  to  enforce  the  15  day  closure  order  which  was  supposed  to  go  into 
effect  on  February  13th. 
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Chief  Byrd  announced  hiring,  spending  freeze 
Problems  blamed  on  software 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

TAHLEQUAH  - Chief  3oe  Byrd  announced  a two-week  hiring  and  indirect 
spending  freeze  Monday  and  said  he  had  a group  working  on  the  Cherokee 
Nation's  cash  flow  problems. 

Byrd  also  defended  his  signing  a transfer  of  $2.4  million  from  Indian 
Health  Service  funds  to  the  tribe's  operational  account  in  October  by 
saying  it  never  went  through.  Byrd  said  motor  fuels  tax  money  was  used 
instead . 

But  his  explanation  didn't  sit  well  with  a lot  of  Cherokees  attending 
the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Tribal  Council. 


"Mr.  Byrd's  signature  on  an  illegal  transfer  of  federal  funds  is  a sad 
state  of  affairs  - even  if  the  transfer  was  not  made/'  said  less  Bryant, 
former  chairman  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Enterprises  board. 

"It's  really  a sorry  example  to  set  for  our  children  that  an  illegal  act 
is  even  an  option.  It  should  be  unconscionable  anything  illegal  even  be 
considered  by  anyone  at  the  Cherokee  Nation." 

Councilor  Barbara  Starr  Scott  said  it  is  illegal  to  use  health  funds  for 
any  purpose  other  than  health  without  council  approval.  And  the 
administration  knew  the  council  has  never  approved  such  funds  be  used  for 
anything  but  health,  she  added. 

"I  would  say  when  we  have  people  dying  of  cancer  and  we  can't  even  get 
them  pain  medication  that  we  wouldn't  authorize  health  funds  for  anything 
but  health,"  Scott  added. 

When  Councilor  Paula  Holder  asked  Byrd  about  the  $783,000  to  health 
funds  that  did  get  transferred  into  the  tribe's  operating  account,  Byrd 
first  said  the  matter  was  involved  in  a lawsuit  and  he  couldn't  discuss  it. 

Holder  challenged  that  the  suit  Byrd  referred  to  was  filed  by  her  and 
that  the  transfer  wasn't  involved  in  the  suit. 

Byrd  then  referred  Holder's  questions  to  tribal  accounting  employee  Don 
Vaughn,  who  said  the  tribe's  analysis  of  the  transfer  was  not  complete. 

He  said  an  analysis  is  not  complete,  but  the  preliminary  analysis  "is  that 
one  piece  of  the  money  was  owed  by  the  IHS  programs." 

Holder  reminded  Vaughn  that  Friday  he  told  her  health  services  did  not 
owe  the  money:  "It  wasn't  owed  - it  was  just  pulled  out  and  used.  Days 
later  you  thought  it  was  OK  to  use  $733,000  out  of  IHS." 

Byrd  didn't  take  further  questions  and  left  the  meeting.  Deputy  Chief 
Garland  Eagle  said  Byrd  had  been  ill. 

Holder  asked  tribal  Secretary-Treasurer  Dennie  Battles  about  the 
accuracy  of  a document  that  Battles  and  Vaughn  had  recommended  be 
destroyed  on  Dan.  29.  It  shows  the  tribe's  expenses  and  encumbrances 
total  $6.4  million  than  its  revenues. 

Battles  said  she  doesn't  believe  the  document  reflects  accurate  revenues. 

"I  don't  know  on  expenditures,"  she  said. 

Battles  said  bank  statements  and  books  haven't  been  reconciled  for  "a 
number  of  months."  She  said  the  tribe's  computer  software  problems 
prevent  the  true  financial  condition  of  the  tribe  from  being  known. 

When  Holder  questioned  Battles  about  Battles'  contract  with  the  tribe. 
Eagle  cut  off  the  discussion,  saying  Holder  has  used  up  her  allotted  time 
to  question  Battles. 

"We  have  tribal  business  to  do,"  Eagle,  president  of  the  council,  stated. 

Councilor  Troy  Poteete  countered  the  council  is  denied  information  and 
has  to  use  the  council  meeting  to  try  to  get  information  from  the 
administration . 

Poteete  asked  Battles  about  contracts  Byrd  had  signed  in  relation  to  the 
budget.  He  told  Battles  the  council  "can't  find  out  not  only  what  the 
money  is  going  for  - but  do  we  have  the  money  to  pay  for  it." 

He  cited  the  administration's  continual  use  of  fuel  tax  money  for  the 
operating  fund,  saying,  "We've  got  to  get  a grip  sometime." 

Battles  said  there  is  no  accounting  code  for  contracts.  She  said  the 
issue  would  be  addressed  in  a Wednesday  night  council  committee  meeting. 

"It  just  concerns  me  we  keep  spending  money  we  don't  have,"  Poteete  told 
Battles . 

Battles  said  she  would  discuss  the  tribe's  cash  flow  problems  in  a Feb. 
19th  meeting  of  the  executive  and  finance  committee. 

Scott  asked  what  Battles  had  in  mind  to  control  attorney  fees,  adding 
that  "somebody  has  to  control  them." 

When  Scott  asked  if  Battles  was  sitting  on  $400,000  in  attorney  bills 
that  hadn't  been  paid.  Battles  said  she  didn't  know  the  amount. 
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Byrd  alerted  to  questionable  transfers, 

Cherokees'  former  controller  testifies 
By  Donna  Flales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

The  Cherokee  Nation's  former  controller  said  he  informed  the  tribe's  top 
two  officials  that  money  from  the  federal  Indian  Flealth  Service  had  been 
improperly  labeled  and  eventually  transferred  to  the  tribe's  general  fund. 

About  $733,000  in  Indian  Flealth  Service  interest  money  had  been  diverted 
to  the  tribe's  general  fund  in  October  to  cover  checks,  Dohn  Uzzo 
testified  in  a deposition  last  week. 

The  money  was  labeled  a "payback"  of  money  owed  to  the  general  fund, 

Uzzo  testified.  But  in  fact,  the  programs  didn't  owe  any  money  to  the 
general  fund,  he  said. 

Employees  of  the  tribe's  accounting  department  told  him  earlier 
transfers  also  had  been  improperly  labeled  and  transferred  to  cover 
expenses,  he  said. 

Uzzo  testified  he  wrote  to  Chief  3oe  Byrd  about  the  problem  in  late 
December  but  that  Byrd  didn't  respond.  Uzzo  said  he  and  another 
accounting  official,  Don  Vaughn,  then  met  in  mid-Danuary  with  Deputy  Chief 
Garland  Eagle,  who  expressed  concern  about  the  transfers. 

Vaughn  explained  to  Eagle  exactly  how  the  $733,000  transaction  occurred, 
Uzzo  testified. 

The  council  had  passed  a resolution  to  spend  IFIS  interest  money  for 
construction  of  a tribal  health  clinic  in  Muskogee,  Uzzo  testified. 
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BINDLESTIF  WORLD  WIDE 

February  11,  1998 

The  President  of  the  United  States 
William  1.  Clinton 
President@whitehouse.gov 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington,  DC.  20500-0001 
Telephone:  (202)  456-1414 
Fax:  (202)  456-2461 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

Please  correct  me  if  I am  wrong,  although  I do  not  believe  that  to  be.  It 
seems  an  unmistakable  conclusion,  that  the  unnecessary  slaughter  of  the 
last  "wild"  Bison  in  Montana  (Yellowstone)  is  just  a continuation  of  the 
United  State's  incredibly  shortsighted  and  immoral  occupational  policies  of 
the  lands  of  the  First  Nations.  The  actions  of  Montana's  Department  of 
livestock  are  inexcusable.  To  use  killing  as  a first  resort  option  to  this 


supposed  Bison  problem  is  fanatical.  The  hysteria  of  a hypothetical  plague 
of  Brucellosis  wiping  out  cattle  in  this  area  is  paranoiac  at  best.  The 
other  reasoning  behind  the  spread  of  these  fabrications  seems  much  more 
diabolical . 

The  inconsistencies  with  this  theory  as  an  excuse  to  kill  any  and  all  Bison 
leaving  Federal  protection  in  Yellowstone  National  Park  are  apparent,  even 
to  a novice  of  the  situation. 

1.  Brucellosis  can  only  be  transmitted  through  contact  with  an  infected 
aborted  fetus.  Yet  Bulls  and  Calves,  as  well  as  cows  are  slaughtered 
regardless  of  their  inability  to  spread  the  disease. 

2.  If  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  Brucellosis  is  the  goal  of  this 
"theory  of  the  kill",  why  are  the  Elk  of  the  same  region  allowed  free 
range,  when  they  too  carry  this  disease? 

3.  It  is  my  understanding  that  to  date,  there  has  been  no  infection  of 
Brucellosis  spread  from  Bison  to  cattle,  other  than  a forced  contamination 
produced  at  a Texas  University  lab. 

The  (very)  apparent  lies,  and  means  of  disposal  of  Bison  killed  (dragged 
off  to  the  dump  as  so  much  trash)  by  the  DOL,  shows  the  underling 
disrespect  for  the  Bison  itself,  and  all  who  hold  this  marvel  of  The 
Creator  sacred.  One  has  to  wonder,  with  all  the  inconsistencies,  whether 
the  motivations  of  the  DOL  are  what  they  say,  or  are  just  greed  and  a 
private  agenda  in  progress.  There  are  other  options  open;  they  just  take  a 
little  more  character  to  follow  through.  America  is  becoming  known  around 
the  world  as  "the  land  of  senseless  violence",  this  is  just  one  more 
example  to  prove  this  label  true. 

Our  ancestors  took,  by  force,  this  "land  of  the  free".  And  in  doing  so 
initiated  policies  that  include  some  of  the  most  atrocious  Human  Rights 
violations  ever  recorded  together  with  some  of  the  most  appalling  human 
induced  environmental  destruction  this  planet  has  ever  know.  Policies  that 
when  held  in  the  light  of  true  justice  will  condemn  us  eternally. 

Unfortunately  these  policies  are  not  only  part  of  our  past,  but  walk 
blatantly  beside  us  on  our  journey  forward.  Where  we  cannot  change  our 
past,  we  can  however,  change  our  path  to  the  future.  We  must  start  to 
examine  our  policies  towards  the  land  and  all  it's  original  inhabitants. 

We  need  desperately  to  do  a "reality  check"  of  our  motivations.  Greed  may 
help  the  bank,  but  it  burns  a hole  in  the  Soul. 

The  path  of  The  People  and  the  Bison  has  been  intertwined  in  this  land 
since  the  beginning.  In  that  partnership,  there  is  balance  and  respect. 

We  must  learn  to  respect  the  ecosystem  The  Creator  has  provided.  The 
balance  inherent  is  there  for  all.  Who  are  we  to  think  our  plans  better? 

The  arrogance  of  our  greed  will  be  our  downfall.  I believe  the  Creator 
has  put  such  "keystone"  species  in  the  plan  as  a litmus  test  of  our  reason 
and  worthiness  to  continue  as  part  of  the  mystery  of  life.  If  we  as  a 
people  destroy  (or  permit  others  to  destroy)  the  "keystones",  the  great 
Circle  of  Life  will  collapse  in  upon  us.  The  great  tragedy  being  not  that 
we  will  eliminate  The  People  from  this  paradise,  but  that  we  will  bring  the 
innocents  of  the  four  legged  and  the  winged  down  with  us. 

It  is  long  proven  that  any  living  thing  will  only  take  so  much  abuse,  then 
it  will  retaliate  or  die,  why  do  you  think  our  Mother  Earth  is  an  exception 
to  this  rule? 

The  past  is  written,  the  future  is  not.  Balance  or  destruction,  it  is  our 
choice. 

Sincerely, 

lames  M.  Macdougall 

"Bindlestif " 

Cc:  The  Vice  President,  A1  Gore  Vice.president@Whitehouse.gov 
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Buffalo  Nations  buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Governor  Marc  Racicot  (Montana)  momholt-mason@mt.gov 
House  Committee  on  Resources  resources.committee@mail.house.gov 
Subcommittee  on  National  Parks  & Public  Lands 
parks . subcommittee@mail . house . gov 

Subcommittee  on  Fisheries  Conservation,  Wildlife  & Oceans 


Fishery. subcommittee@mail . house.gov 

Subcommittee  on  Forests  & Forest  Flealth  resources.committee@mail.house.gov 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  thomas_sweeney@ios.doi.gov 

Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  & Conservation  jibond@mt.gov 

Yellowstone  Superintendent , Mike  Finley  mike_finley@nps.gov 

Mike  Cooney  Secretary  of  State  (Montana)  mcooney@mt.gov 

Sen.  Max  Baucus(D)  (Montana)  max@baucus.senate.gov 

Sen.  Conrad  Burns(R) (Montana)  conrad_burns@burns. senate.gov 

Representative  Rick  Hill  ( At-Large,  Montana)  Rick.Hill@mail.house.gov 

MAIL(PO  BOX  342  MARINA,  CA.  93933  PHONE((408)  753-2145 

EMAIL(  bindlestif@sprynet.com 

HTTP : //WWW . GEOCITIES . COM/SOHO/ LOFTS/2457 

"RE : New  Uranium  Mine  Near  Navajo  Schools" 

Date:  Mon,  16  Feb  1998  23:05:07  -0500 
From:  Carol  Liu  <radred@ix. netcom . com>  (fwd) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Mark  Graffis  <ab758@virgin . usvi . net> 

Sub j : NEW  URANIUM  MINE  NEAR  NAVA30  SCHOOLS 

UUCP  email 

Posted  to  the  web:  Thu  Feb  12  17:15:12  EST  1998 

GALLUP,  New  Mexico,  February  12,  1998  (ENS)  - On  January  6 the  Nuclear 
Regulatory  Commission  issued  a five-year  license  to  Hydro  Resources,  Inc. 
(HRI)  to  construct  and  operate  the  Crownpoint  Uranium  Solution  Mining 
Project  in  New  Mexico.  The  Navajo  people  who  live  near  the  mine  sites  are 
dreading  their  new  neighbor.  Processing  of  radioactive  material  will  be 
done  next  door  to  and  across  the  street  from  churches  and  homes.  There  are 
four  schools  less  than  a mile  from  the  Crownpoint  processing  plant. 

Claiming  any  impacts  of  the  project  can  be  mitigated,  the  Commission 
recommended  that  HRI  be  allowed  to  build  and  operate  three  uranium 
solution  mines  and  a uranium  processing  plant  near  the  Navajo  communities 
of  Church  Rock  and  Crownpoint.  Uranium  mining  has  never  occurred  in  the 
town  of  Crownpoint,  but  previous  uranium  mining  and  milling  in  the  Church 
Rock  area  had  devastating  effects  on  water  resources,  land  and  many  local 
people. 

The  project  will  involve  the  extraction  of  uranium  at  three  sites, 
located  near  Church  Rock  and  Crownpoint,  in  McKinley  County  northeast  of 
Gallup,  New  Mexico. 

HRI  will  use  a process  known  as  in-situ  leach  uranium  mining,  or 
solution  mining.  In  the  in-situ  mining  process,  wells  are  drilled  into 
rock  formations  containing  uranium  ore.  Water,  with  added  oxygen  and 
sodium  bicarbonate,  is  injected  down  the  wells  to  mobilize  the  uranium  in 
the  rock  so  that  it  can  be  pumped  to  the  surface,  where  a processing  plant 
separates  the  uranium  from  the  solution.  Once  it  is  dried,  the  resulting 
uranium,  known  as  "yellowcake, " is  packaged  in  drums  and  transported  off- 
site to  other  processing  plants  for  conversion  into  fuel  for  nuclear 
reactors . 

Billy  Martin  of  ENDAUM  (Eastern  Navajo  Dine'  Against  Uranium  Mining)  who 
raises  sheep  near  Crownpoint  says,  "When  we  say  water,  we  mean  a long  and 
everlasting  life."  He  asks,  "How  will  we  live  if  our  water,  which  is 
precious,  is  destroyed?" 

In  Crownpoint  there  are  five  water  wells,  serving  an  estimated  10,000 
people,  that  take  water  from  the  uranium  bearing  aquifer  HRI  proposes  to 
mine.  The  wells  are  between  half  a mile  and  one  and  a half  miles  from  the 
Crownpoint  mine. 

Mitchell  Capitan,  president  of  ENDAUM  who  lives  less  than  half  a mile 
north  of  the  uranium  processing  plant  at  Crownpoint  asks,  "For  more  than 
20  years,  we  will  be  exposed  to  'acceptable'  levels  of  additional 
radiation  to  which  we  are  not  now  exposed,  in  places  where  we  live,  pray, 
hold  ceremonies,  work,  buy  food,  haul  water,  educate  our  children,  and 
seek  medical  care  and  wellness.  In  the  face  of  this  clear  and  unjust  risk, 
why  should  anyone  expect  us  to  sit  by  quietly  and  happily  embrace  our  new 


neighbor,  the  uranium  processing  plant?" 

The  license  was  issued  to  HRI  subject  to  certain  conditions,  including 
the  requirements  that,  before  HRI  begins  mining  uranium,  it  must: 

* obtain  necessary  permits,  including  permits  from  the  U.S. 

Environmental  Protection  Agency  and  the  State  of  New  Mexico,  and 
reach  agreements  for  emergency  incident  response  with  local 
authorities,  the  fire  department,  medical  facilities,  and  other 
emergency  services; 

* replace  the  existing  water  supply  wells  of  the  Navajo  Tribal 
Utility  Authority  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  near 
Crownpoint,to  relocate  the  whole  Crownpoint  water  system  - 
drilling  new  wells  and  connecting  up  the  existing  system.  Some 
scientists  claim,  however,  that  there  may  be  no  available  water 
source  uncontaminated  by  past  mining; 

* complete  designs  for  wastewater  management  ponds; 

* establish  an  NRC-approved  financial  surety  arrangement  to  ensure 
adequate  funds  for  site  decommissioning,  reclamation  and 
groundwater  restoration  at  the  end  of  the  project's  life. 

In  December  the  NRC  issued  a safety  evaluation  report  in  which  it 
concluded  that,  if  specified  conditions  are  met,  "issuance  of  the  license 
will  not  be  inimical  to  public  health  and  safety  or  to  the  common  defense 
and  security,"  and  will  meet  the  requirements  of  NRC  regulations  and  the 
Atomic  Energy  Act. 

But  the  Navajo  do  not  believe  that  for  one  minute.  In  an  article  about 
the  mine  in  the  Winter  1997/98  issue  of  On  the  Land  Newspaper  Marsha 
Shaiman  wrote,  "The  proposed  mining  and  processing  will  be  done,  not  in 
outlying  areas,  but  within  existing  Navajo  communities  of  the  Eastern 
Navajo  Agency  and  radioactive  materials  will  be  transported  through  these 
communities  over  heavily  traveled,  narrow,  winding  roads  often  in  poor 
condition . " 

The  Navajo  worry  that  the  small  community  lacks  the  personnel  and 
facilities  to  handle  possible  accidents.  "HRI's  parent  company.  Uranium 
Resources  Inc.  (URI),  has  a history  of  contamination  at  other  ISL  mines  in 
Texas  - leaking  of  radioactive  materials  outside  the  mining  area,  spills 
from  holding  ponds,  and  alleged  license  violations,  including  unauthorized 
disposal  and  transporting  of  radioactive  materials.  HRI  and  the  NRC  claim 
accidents  would  be  rare,"  Shaiman  wrote. 

Engineers  describe  in-situ  leach  (ISL)  mining  as  relatively  benign. 
Explaining  the  process  on  its  website,  the  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  Land 
Company  wrote,  "In-situ  leach  mining  has  multiple  advantages  over 
conventional  mining.  They  include:  1)  no  radioactive  mill  tailings  created 
(in  fact,  most  of  the  gamma  ray  emitting  daughter  products  of  uranium 
disintegration  which  build  up  in  rock  formations  over  geologic  time  and 
which  make  conventional  uranium  tailings  radioactive,  are  not  even 
liberated  in  the  ISL  process),  2)  no  personnel  underground,  nor  exposed  to 
radioactive  working  places,  3)  less  capital  costs  (no  mill  required)  and 
typically  lower  operating  costs  per  pound  of  product  recovered,  4)  less 
water  use  (wet  conventional  mines  require  de-watering  before  mining),  5) 
only  minor,  and  temporary  at  that,  surface  disturbances.  Reclamation 
involves  re-vegetation  of  the  well  fields  and  geochemical  restoration  of 
the  formational  waters  to  pre-mine  base  lines  as  established  by  public 
regulators . " 

But  the  Navajo  say  there  is  no  need  for  new  uranium  mines  anywhere  in 
the  United  States,  and  especially  in  Navajo  communities,  because  there  is 
plenty  of  uranium  available  to  fuel  existing  plants  for  at  least  the  next 
20  years.  They  say  the  current  price  of  uranium  is  below  the  costs  of 
production  at  Church  Rock. 

ENDAUM  says  that  HRI's  parent  company,  URI,  does  not  have  supply 
contracts  beyond  1998  for  its  current  production  capability  in  Texas,  so 
there  is  no  need  for  new  uranium  mines  in  Crownpoint  and  Church  Rock. 

The  Navajo  want  tribal  jurisdiction  to  apply  to  the  new  uranium  mines. 
Last  Duly  the  EPA  ruled  the  Church  Rock  mining  site  is  under  federal  and 
Navajo  Nation  jurisdiction.  The  mining  company  HRI  as  well  as  the  state  of 
New  Mexico  have  sued  the  EPA  challenging  this  decision. 

"ENDAUM  and  Southwest  Resource  and  Information  Center  (SRIC)  filed 


petitions  with  the  NRC's  Atomic  Safety  and  Licensing  Board  Panel  (ASLBP), 
in  1994  and  1995,  seeking  an  evidentiary  hearing  on  the  proposed  mining 
and  processing,"  Shaiman  wrote  "ASLBP  Judge  B.  Paul  Cotter,  Jr.  refused  to 
rule  on  the  hearing  requests  until  after  the  NRC  issued  its  Safety 
Evaluation  Report,  released  on  December  4.  If  he  approves  an  evidentiary 
hearing,  the  proposed  mining  will  be  scrutinized  far  more  stringently  than 
has  occurred  so  far." 

Most  deeply,  the  Navajo  people  fear  the  uranium  mining  and  processing 
because  it  threatens  to  contaminate  with  radioactivity  a pristine  water 
supply.  The  NRC  mandates  "groundwater  restoration, " but  the  Navajo  fear  it 
will  not  be  possible  to  clean  up  the  contaminated  water  after  the  mines 
close . 

The  Environment  News  Service  is  exclusively  hosted  by 
the  [7]EnviroLink  Network.  Copyright  =A9  1997  ENS,  Inc. 

- "RE:  Sacred  Mountain  Unity  Appeal  Part  1"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Feb  1998  11:47:16  -0500 
From:  austin  <austin@nantucket . net> 

Sub j : Sacred  Mountain  Unity  Appeal 

UUCP  email 

URGENT URGENT URGENT 

YOU  CAN  HELP URGENT YOU  CAN  HELP 

PART  1 OF  2 MESSAGES 

Dear  Friends: 

Our  most  sacred  mountain  of  NUVATUKA'OVI/DOKO'OOSLIID  is  at  dire  risk  of 
desecration.  Known  locally  in  Flagstaff,  Arizona,  as  the  San  Francisco 
Peaks,  this  mountain  is  considered  the  spiritual  center  of  HOPI  and 
NAVAJO  lands,  indeed  for  all  Native  Brothers  and  Sisters  of  Turtle 
Island.  The  United  States  Forest  Service  is  currently  reviewing  an 
application  by  Snowlbowl  Inc.,  a ski  resort  developer,  to  expand  their 
already  damaging  and  intrusive  operations  onto  these  most  sacred  lands. 

In  direct  violation  of  the  Native  American  Religious  Freedom  Act,  this 
would  include  clear-cutting  of  timber  used  for  the  manufacture  of  sacred 
KACHINA  dolls,  as  well  as  limiting  access  for  religious  ceremonies  and 
threatening  already  endangered  medicinal  plants  and  wildlife. 

HOPI  Elders  have  long  told  of  this  specific  event  in  their  prophecies  and 
they  now  pray  in  their  KIVAS  for  the  world's  assistance  in  preventing  this 
atrocity. 

YOU  CAN  HELP: 

1.  An  in-coming  letter,  written  by  gkisedtanamoogk,  of  the  WABANAKI,  is 
addressed  to  Senators  Kennedy  from  Massachusetts  and  McCain  from  Arizona, 
as  well  as  Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  charged  with  enforcing 
Native  American  Religious  Freedom  laws. 

When  you  receive  the  letter , please  redirect  it  to  these  three  men. 

2.  We  hope  that  you  will  resend  this  cover  letter  and  gkisedtanamoogk' s 
to  your  mailing  list  and  urge  your  friends,  allies,  and  contacts  to  join 
us  and  resend  to  their  mailing  lists. 

We  believe  we  can  alter  the  course  of  history.  The  HOPI  have  also 
prophesied  that  if  harm  comes  to  NUVATUKA'OVI,  their  version  of  the  end 
of  the  world  will  begin.  Please  help  save  KACHINA  Mountain. 

In  Thanksgiving  and  Peace, 

The  Sacred  Mountain  Unity  Appeal 

Senator  Edward  Kennedy(ma) .. .senator@kennedy.senate.gov 

Senator  John  McCain(az) senator  mccain@mccain.senate.gov 

Bruce  Babbitt bruce_babbitt@ios . doi . gov 

Miigam'agan  gkisedtanamoogk 

Esgenoopotit jotan  Gespegeoag  Mi'kma'kik  'Oapna'gig 

via:  "Burnt  Church  Reserve,  PO  Box  150,  Lagaceville,  nb,  Canada,  E0C  1K0 
506  776-8016/-5137  (fax);  url:  http : /brooks . simplenet . com/gkis . html 


RE:  Sacred  Mountain  Unity  Appeal  Part  2 


Date:  Sat,  14  Feb  1998  11:54:10  -0500 
From:  austin  <austin@nantucket . net> 

Sub  j : The  Letter:  Sacred  Mountain  Unity  Appeal  (Part  2 of  2) 

UUCP  email 

To  the  Honorable  Senators  Edward  Kennedy  and  Dohn  McCain. 

Mr.  Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  United  States  of  America 

Greetings  on  the  Behalf  of  our  Peoples 

We  are  disturbed  and  gravely  concerned  over  the  impending  development  of 
NUVATUKA'OVI( KACHINA  Mountain),  in  the  area  known  as  "the  San  Francisco 
Peaks"  near  Flagstaff,  Arizona.  The  United  States  Forest  Service  of  this 
region  is  considering  an  application  by  private  lease-holders  to  clear-cut 
and  develop  a certain  portion  of  land  in  order  to  expand  the  facilities  of 
the  Arizona  Snowbowl  Ski  Resort. 

Our  opposition  to  this  proposed  expansion  centers  on  the  obvious 
violation  of  HOPI  and  other  American  Indian  Nations'  Spirituality.  This 
clear-cut  would  significantly  intrude  into  NUVATUKA'OVI  which  is  the  Home 
of  the  KACHINA  Spirit-Beings.  These  Beings  are  paramount  to  HOPI 
Spirituality  and  every  significant  aspect  of  their  Way  of  Life.  The  HOPI 
continually  maintain  and  rely  on  this  deeply  spiritual  relationship  and 
interdependency  with  the  KACHINA. 

Although  we  come  from  many  American  Indian  Cultures  and  Spiritual 
Practices  throughout  Turtle  Island,  joined  by  members  of  recognized 
congregate  Religions  of  the  World,  and  by  People  of  conscience,  we,  the 
undersigned,  hold  that  this  purposeful  and  willful  violation  of 
Indigenous  Spirituality  is  the  violation  of  all  Spirituality,  be  it 
Christian,  Moslem,  Buddhist,  Dewish ...  This  also  violates  the  Conscience 
and  the  Heart;  it  is  a violation  of  the  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

We  are  all  bound  by  our  unique  Faiths  to  respect  one  another  and  ought  to 
understand  the  significance  of  systemic  violation  is  desecration  to 
sacred  place,  time,  and  matter  affecting  us  all  in  a irreparable  manner. 
There  is  simply  no  excuse  and  absolutely  no  justification  for  such 
abomination  of  a People's  Spirituality.  How  timely  the  visit  of 
ABDELFATTAH  AMOR,  a representative  of  the  United  Nations  Human  Rights 
Commission  to  the  Black  Mesa  investigating  complaints  of  such  profound 
religious  intolerance  by  peoples,  corporations,  and  government  agencies 
of  the  United  States  towards  Indigenous  Peoples. 

In  American  Indian  Cosmology,  place,  movement,  direction,  time,  are 
integral  to  our  Ceremonial  Life;  the  southwest  is  known  to  many,  if  not 
all,  American  Indian  Nations  as  the  Spiritual  Center  of  our  World.  By 
example,  to  the  DINEH(NAVADO)  who  also  live  in  this  area,  this  sacred 
place  is  known  as  DOKO'OOSLIID;  in  the  northeast,  the  Peoples  of  Southern 
New  England,  the  WAMPANOAG,  NIPMUC,  NARRAGANSETT,  hold  that  the  southwest 
is  the  Place  where  our  People,  upon  their  Death,  embark  on  their 
Spiritual  Dourney  to  return  Home  to  KI ' E ' TAN/KAUTANITOWIT,  the  Great 
Creator.  Additionally,  many  of  the  Nations  of  the  Plains,  traditionally 
face  their  Homes  and  Ceremonial  Lodges  in  the  direction  of  the  south,  in 
order  to  open  themselves  to  the  Great  Mystery.  The  spiritual  man.  Black 
Elk,  described  this  as  "the  direction  we  always  face."  In  proximity  to 
the  Plains,  this  would  be  the  area  of  HOPILAND. 

Senators  and  Mr.  Babbitt,  as  the  HOPI,  and  the  other  Nations  of  the 
southwest,  have  maintained  their  responsibilities  to  the  KACHINA/Spirit- 
Beings,  our  mutual  Life  on  the  Earth  has  continued.  We  understand  that  our 
ceremonies  do  not  only  impact  on  the  lives  of  our  communities,  but  as  well 
extends  out  to  Turtle  Island,  all  parts  of  the  World,  and  the  Universe.  As 
we  give  Thanksgivings  to  the  Great  Mystery,  we  give  Thanksgivings  to  All 
the  Created  and  our  Responsibilities  encompass  All  Living  Beings. 

The  HOPI  have  also  shared  their  knowledge  to  many  American  Indian 
Nations,  and  indeed,  to  many  religious  leaders  and  peoples  of  the  World. 

On  these  occasions,  they  have  indicated  and  confirmed  the  spiritual  links 
and  bonds  to  American  Indian  Peoples,  the  origins  of  our  People  and  our 
World  Relations  as  emanating  from  this  Holy  Spiritual  Center. 


Without  doubt,  the  development  and  proposed  expansion  of  a ski  resort 
facility  onto  these  sacred  lands  of  the  HOPI  is  baneful.  Immeasurable 
harm  to  the  relationship  of  these  Spirit-Beings  to  the  HOPI  and  all 
Humanity  now  threatens  our  Lives;  Humanity  throughout  history  has  often 
thoughtlessly  wrought  great  havoc  upon  itself  and  to  the  Harmony  and 
Balance  of  Creation's  Life  Cycles.  This  action  further  vandalizes  the 
intent  and  spirit  of  the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  law  passed  and 
maintained  by  the  United  States  government  and  usurps  access  to  the 
purity  and  sacredness  of  our  Holy  Places. 

We  are  calling  upon  You  and  Your  colleagues  in  Congress  and  government  to 
intervene  to  safeguard  and  protect  the  integrity  of  Spiritual  Life  and 
Practice  of  the  HOPI,  Indian  Country,  and  all  Humanity;  to  end  this 
destructive  and  mindless  cycle  of  irreparable  harm,  process  of  abuse,  and 
disturbing  violence  to  American  Indian  Peoples'  Lives  and  Spirituality. 

In  closing  we  offer  this  message  from  the  voices  of  many  Elders  of  Turtle 
Island : 

Brothers  and  Sisters: 

The  Natural  Law  is  the  final  and  absolute  authority  governing  E TE  NO  HA, 
this  earth  we  call  our  Mother. 

This  law  is  absolute  with  retribution  in  direct  ratio  to  violations. 

This  law  has  no  mercy.  It  will  exact  what  is  necessary  to  maintain  the 
Balance  of  Life. 

This  law  is  timeless,  and  cannot  be  measured  by  the  standards  of  mankind. 
All  Life  is  subject  absolutely  to  this  authority. 

Water  is  our  bodies;  water  is  Life.  Fresh  water  is  maintained  by  the 
Thundering  Grandfathers  who  bring  rain  to  renew  the  springs,  streams, 
rivers,  lakes,  and  oceans. 

We  are  nourished  by  our  Mother,  the  Earth,  from  whom  all  Life  springs.  We 
must  understand  our  dependence,  and  protect  Her  with  our  love,  respect, 
and  ceremonies. 

The  faces  of  our  future  generations  are  looking  up  at  us  from  the  earth, 
and  we  step  with  great  care  not  to  disturb  our  Grandchildren . 

We  are  part  of  the  great  cycle  of  Life  with  four  seasons  and  endless 
renewal  as  long  as  we  abide  by  this  absolute  law. 

When  we  disturb  this  cycle  by  interfering  with  elements,  changing  or 
destroying  species  of  life,  the  effects  may  be  immediate  or  may  fall  upon 
our  children  who  will  suffer  and  pay  for  our  ignorance  and  greed. 

The  Natural  Law  says  that  earth  belongs  to  our  children  seven  generations 
into  the  future,  and  we  are  the  caretakers  who  must  understand,  respect, 
and  protect  E TE  NO  HA  for  all  Life. 

The  law  is  that  all  Life  is  equal  in  the  Great  Creation  and  we,  the  Human 
Beings,  are  charged  with  responsibility,  each  in  our  generation,  to  work 
for  the  continuation  of  Life. 

We,  the  Human  Beings,  have  been  given  the  Original  Instructions  on  how  to 
live  in  harmony  with  the  Natural  Law.  It  now  seems  that  Natural  World 
People  are  the  ones  who  have  kept  to  this  law. 

The  Elders  Circle  of  Indigenous  People  of  Turtle  Island,  charged  with 
keeping  the  first  law  of  Life,  Spirituality,  are  concerned  that  the 
validity  of  this  law  no  longer  is  recognized  in  today's  Life.  We  are 
convinced  that  the  basic  principals  of  the  law  are  no  longer  being  passed 
on  to  the  next  generation. 

This  could  be  fatal  to  Life  as  we  know  it. 

The  Natural  Law  will  prevail  regardless  of  man-made  laws,  tribunals,  and 
governments . 

People  and  nations  who  understand  the  Natural  Law  are  self-governing, 
following  the  principals  of  love  and  respect  that  insure  freedom  and 
peace . 

We  come  have  together  because  we  are  alarmed  by  the  destruction  of  vital 
Life  structures.  Our  fate  is  intertwined  with  one  another,  what  affects 
one  affects  all.  Water  is  primary  to  Life,  corn  is  next.  Poisoned  water 
will  poison  all  Life.  Lack  of  water  cause  drought,  deserts,  and  death. 

The  nations  that  sit  in  the  Great  Council  of  the  United  Nations  must 
re-learn  the  Natural  Law,  and  govern  themselves  accordingly  or  face  the 
consequences  of  their  actions. 


There  are  people  and  nations  among  you  who  understand  this  message,  and 
we  ask  you  to  stand  with  us  and  support  our  songs  and  ceremonies  in 
defence  of  E TE  NO  HA,  Mother  Earth. 

Traditional  Circle  of  Elders 
Dove  Waterflow,  Arizona 

Message  to  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly 

August  29,  1982 

Sincerely, 

We  are  for  the  People 

Miigam'agan  gkisedtanamoogk 

Esgenoopotit jotan  Gespegeoag  Mi'kma'kik  'Oapna'gig 

via:  "Burnt  Church  Reserve,  PO  Box  150,  Lagaceville,  nb,  Canada,  E0C  1K0 
506  776-8016/-5137  (fax);  url:  http : /brooks . simplenet . com/gkis . html 

"RE:  Marcos  to  the  Media"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Feb  1998  02:34:12  -0800 
From:  moonlight  <moonlight@igc.apc.org> 

Sub j : Marcos  to  the  media 

UUCP  email 

photo  by  ANGRY  PLANET 

Statement  of  Subcomandante  Marcos  to  the  Freeing  the  Media  Teach-In 
organized  by  the  Learning  Alliance,  Paper  Tiger  TV,  and  FAIR  in  cooperation 
with  the  Media  & Democracy  Congress,  Ian. 31/Feb. 1 1997, NYC.  web  site  at: 
http: //art con . rutgers . edu/papertiger/f reemedia .html 

We're  in  the  mountains  of  Southeast  Mexico  in  the  Lacandon  Dungle  of 
Chiapas  and  we  want  to  use  this  medium  with  the  help  of  the  National 
Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico,  to  send  a greeting  to  the  Free  the 
Media  Conference  that  is  taking  place  in  New  York,  where  there  are 
brothers  and  sisters  of  independent  communication  media  from  the  US  and 
Canada . 

At  the  Intercontinental  Encounter  for  Humanity  and  Against  Neoliberalism 
we  said:  A global  decomposition  is  taking  place,  we  call  it  the  Fourth 
World  War--  neoliberalism:  the  global  economic  process  to  eliminate  that 
multitude  of  people  who  are  not  useful  to  the  powerful--  the  groups  called 
"minorities"  in  the  mathematics  of  power,  but  who  happen  to  be  the 
majority  population  in  the  world.  We  find  ourselves  in  a world  system  of 
globalization  willing  to  sacrifice  millions  of  human  beings. 

The  giant  communication  media:  the  great  monsters  of  the  television 
industry,  the  communication  satellites,  magazines,  and  newspapers  seem 
determined  to  present  a virtual  world,  created  in  the  image  of  what  the 
globalization  process  requires. 

In  this  sense,  the  world  of  contemporary  news  is  a world  that  exists  for 
the  VIP's--  the  very  important  people.  Their  everyday  lives  are  what  is 
important:  if  they  get  married,  if  they  divorce,  if  they  eat,  what 
clothes  they  wear  and  what  clothes  they  take  off--  these  major  movie  stars 
and  big  politicians.  But  common  people  only  appear  for  a moment--  when 
they  kill  someone,  or  when  they  die.  For  the  communication  giants  and  the 
neoliberal  powers,  the  others,  the  excluded,  only  exist  when  they  are  dead, 
or  when  they  are  in  jail  or  court.  This  can't  go  on.  Sooner  or  later  this 
virtual  world  clashes  with  the  real  world.  And  that  is  actually  happening: 
this  clash  produces  results  of  rebellion  and  war  throughout  the  entire 
world,  or  what  is  left  of  the  world  to  even  have  war. 

We  have  a choice:  we  can  have  a cynical  attitude  in  the  face  of  the 
media,  to  say  that  nothing  can  be  done  about  the  dollar  power  that  creates 
itself  in  images,  words,  digital  communication,  and  computer  systems  that 
invades  not  just  with  an  invasion  of  power,  but  with  a way  of  seeing  that 
world,  of  how  they  think  the  world  should  look.  We  could  say,  well, 

"that's  the  way  it  is"  and  do  nothing.  Or  we  can  simply  assume 
incredulity:  we  can  say  that  any  communication  by  the  media  monopolies  is 
a total  lie.  We  can  ignore  it  and  go  about  our  lives. 

But  there  is  a third  option  that  is  neither  conformity,  nor  skepticism. 


nor  distrust:  that  is  to  construct  a different  way--  to  show  the  world 
what  is  really  happening--  to  have  a critical  world  view  and  to  become 
interested  in  the  truth  of  what  happens  to  the  people  who  inhabit  every 
corner  of  this  world. 

The  work  of  independent  media  is  to  tell  the  history  of  social  struggle 
in  the  world,  and  here  in  North  America--  the  US,  Canada  and  Mexico, 

independent  media  has,  on  occasion,  been  able  to  open  spaces  even  within 

the  mass  media  monopolies:  to  force  them  to  acknowledge  news  of  other 
social  movements. 

The  problem  is  not  only  to  know  what  is  occurring  in  the  world,  but  to 
understand  it  and  to  derive  lessons  from  it--  just  as  if  we  were  studying 
history--  a history  not  of  the  past,  but  a history  of  what  is  happening 
at  any  given  moment  in  whatever  part  of  the  world.  This  is  the  way  to 

learn  who  we  are,  what  it  is  we  want,  who  we  can  be  and  what  we  can  do  or 

not  do. 

By  not  having  to  answer  to  the  monster  media  monopolies,  the  independent 
media  has  a life  work,  a political  project  and  purpose:  to  let  the  truth 
be  known.  This  is  more  and  more  important  in  the  globalization  process. 

This  truth  becomes  a knot  of  resistance  against  the  lie.  It  is  our  only 
possibility  to  save  the  truth,  to  maintain  it,  and  distribute  it,  little 
by  little,  just  as  the  books  were  saved  in  Fahrenheit  451--in  which  a 
group  of  people  dedicated  themselves  to  memorize  books,  to  save  them  from 
being  destroyed,  so  that  the  ideas  would  not  be  lost. 

This  same  way,  independent  media  tries  to  save  history:  the  present 
history--  saving  it  and  trying  to  share  it,  so  it  will  not  disappear, 
moreover  to  distribute  it  to  other  places,  so  that  this  history  is  not 
limited  to  one  country,  to  one  region,  to  one  city  or  social  group.  It  is 
necessary  not  only  for  independent  voices  to  exchange  information  and  to 
broaden  the  channels,  but  to  resist  the  spreading  lies  of  the  monopolies. 
The  truth  that  we  build  in  our  groups,  our  cities,  our  regions,  our 
countries,  will  reach  full  potential  if  we  join  with  other  truths  and 
realize  that  what  is  occurring  in  other  parts  of  the  world  also  is  part  of 
human  history. 

In  August  1996,  we  called  for  the  creation  of  a network  of  independent 
media,  a network  of  information.  We  mean  a network  to  resist  the  power  of 
the  lie  that  sells  us  this  war  that  we  call  the  Fourth  World  War.  We  need 
this  network  not  only  as  a tool  for  our  social  movements,  but  for  our 
lives:  this  is  a project  of  life,  of  humanity,  humanity  which  has  a right 
to  critical  and  truthful  information. 

We  greet  all  of  you,  recognizing  the  work  you  have  done  so  that  the 
struggle  of  indigenous  people  is  known,  and  that  other  struggles  are  known, 
so  that  the  great  events  of  this  world  are  seen  in  a critical  form.  We 
hope  your  meeting  is  a success  and  that  it  results  in  concrete  plans  for 
this  network,  these  exchanges,  this  mutual  support  that  should  exist 
between  cultural  workers  and  independent  media  makers.  We  hope  that  one 
day  we  can  personally  attend  your  meeting,  or  perhaps  that  one  day  you  can 
have  your  conference  in  our  territory,  so  we  can  listen  to  your  words  and 
you  can  hear  ours  in  person.  For  now,  well,  we  take  advantage  of  the  help 
of  the  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  (NCDMUSA)  to  use  this 
video  to  send  a greeting.  This  section  in  English:  I don't  know  if  my 
English  is  OK  but  good  luck  and  so  long.  Cut. 

- Forwarded  by  Paper  Tiger  TV 

"RE : Reserve  School  Genocide"  

Date:  Tue,  10  Feb  1998  23:39:18  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Forum  on  res  school  genocide 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
OVERFLOW  CROWD  HEARS  EYEWITNESS  TESTIMONY  OF  MURDER  IN  PORT  ALBERNI 
RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL 

Over  300  people  attended  a forum  in  downtown  Vancouver  Monday  night  to 
hear  four  former  students  at  the  Alberni  residential  school  describe  their 
discovery  of  dead  bodies  at  the  school  and  their  witnessing  of  the  murder 


of  fellow  students  at  the  hands  of  United  Church  officials. 

More  than  100  people  were  turned  away  because  of  the  enormous  response 
to  the  forum.  Prominent  at  the  forum  was  the  Native  Youth  Movement, 
representatives  of  the  United  Native  Nations,  Stolo,  Squamish  and  Burrard 
Nations,  and  a range  of  local  activists. 

"The  RCMP  and  United  Church  got  away  with  murder  for  decades"  said 
Harriett  Nahanee,  one  of  the  speakers.  "They  protected  'Reverend'  Caldwell 
after  he  killed  two  children,  Albert  Gray  and  Maisie  Shaw.  But  now  the 
truth  is  coming  out." 

Two  of  the  speakers,  Harry  Wilson  and  Dennis  Tallio,  from  Bella  Bella, 
described  their  present  efforts  to  sue  the  church  and  government  after 

they  discovered  dead  bodies  at  the  Alberni  school  in  the  1960's. 

"We  had  to  fire  our  lawyer  since  he  wouldn't  raise  the  murders  as  part 

of  our  defense"  said  Dennis  Tallio  to  the  forum.  "So  now  we're 

representing  ourselves  at  the  residential  school  trials  in  Nanaimo.  That's 
a first  for  us,  and  natives  everywhere." 

A follow-up  organizing  meeting  will  be  held  this  Friday,  February  13  at 
7 pm  in  the  Main  Hall,  Carnegie  Centre,  Main  and  Hastings,  Vancouver. 
Direct  public  actions  are  being  planned  to  expose  the  truth  behind  the 
residential  school  atrocities  and  the  church/RCMP  coverup. 

For  more  information,  contact  Kevin  Annett  at  604-251-2542  or 
kdannett@unixg . ubc . ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : BC's  Strictly  Confidential  Action  Plan"  

Date:  Thu,  12  Feb  1998  02:12:31  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Delgamuukw:  BC's  "Strictly  Confidential"  Action  Plan 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Following  is  the  full  text  of  a leaked  report  by  BC's 
NDP  provincial  government  regarding  the  implications  of  the  recent  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  decision  on  the  Delgamuukw  (Gitxsan  & Wet ' suwet ' en)  land 
claims  case.] 

February,  10,  1998 

LEAKED  BC  NDP  REPORT  REVEALS  POST -DELGAMUUKW  STRATEGY:  "ACHIEVE  CERTAINTY" 
Strictly  Confidential 

The  First  Nations  Summit  is  seeking  a meeting  with  the  Minister  of 
Aboriginal  Affairs  and  the  Premier  early  in  1998.  The  Summit  will  expect 
discussion  of  the  results  of  the  overload  report,  the  Delgamuukw  decision, 
and  the  need  to  revitalize  the  treaty  process. 

Resource  Industries  have  expressed  their  concerns  surrounding  the  treaty 
process  and  its  ability  to  achieve  the  certainty  required  in  the  Province. 
The  Delgamuukw  decision  has  further  emphasized  the  need  for  certainty.  The 
resource  industries  have  requested  from  government  a reaction  to  the 
decision,  both  in  terms  of  current  consultation  policies  and  in  terms  of 
the  treaty  process.  The  oil  and  gas  industry  in  particular  has  expressed 
concern  about  their  ability  to  continue  to  do  business  in  the  Province 
absent  a clear  direction  from  government  on  how  it  will  address  the 
implications  of  the  Delgamuukw  decision. 

The  Minister  of  Aboriginal  Affairs  met  with  the  Treaty  Negotiation 
Advisory  Committee  on  December  12,  1997  to  discuss  certainty  and  the 
impacts  of  the  Delgamuukw  decision.  Members  expressed  serious  concern 
surrounding  the  lack  of  certainty  in  light  of  the  decision.  The  Minister 
sent  the  following  preliminary  messages  to  TNAC: 


- The  Province  will  be  consulting  with  third  parties  and  First  Nations 
about  what  the  consultation  obligation  means  and  how  to  best  implement  it. 

- The  Delgamuukw  decision  clearly  calls  for  a balancing  of  third  party 
interests  and  aboriginal  interests. 

The  Premier  is  scheduled  to  meet  with  TNAC  on  February  2,  1998.  TNAC  will 
expect  the  Premier  to  respond  to  their  concerns  more  fully. 

Page  2 Strictly  Confidential  Consultation  Processes  + Action  Plan 

Objectives:  To  coordinate  the  development  of  new  consultation  practices 
and  policies  which  may  be  required  as  a result  of  Delgamuukw,  including 
consideration  of  the  implications  of  the  Court's  statements  surrounding 
compensation . 

Project  Managers:  lack  Ebbels,  Deputy  Minister,  Aboriginal  Affairs  Maureen 
Maloney,  Deputy  Attorney  General 

Participations:  Ministries  of:  Aboriginal  Affairs,  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food,  Attorney  General,  Employment  and  Investment,  Environment,  Lands 
and  Parks,  Forests,  Small  Business,  Tourism  and  Culture,  Transportation 
and  Flighways,  Treasury  Board  Staff,  Cabinet  Planning  and  Coordination 
Secretariat . 

Approach : 

1.  Analysis  by  the  Ministry  of  Attorney  General  regarding  the  Delgamuukw 
decision  with  respect  to  the  impact  on: 

- the  current  status  of  the  law  surrounding  aboriginal  rights  and  title 

- the  Province's  duty  to  consult  with  respect  to  aboriginal  rights  and 
title  in  making  land  and  resource  use  decisions 

-line  ministry  consultation  practices  and  recommended  changes  to  current 
consultation  policies  and  practices 

- federal/provincial  obligations  for  compensation  for  infringement  of 
title  and  rights 

Due:  December  24,  1997.  Responsibility:  Rob  Lapper,  Senior  Solicitor, 

Ministry  of  Attorney  General. 
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2.  Appoint  a cross-government  committee  to  develop  a report  to  Cabinet 
which  will: 

- review  the  results  of  the  legal  analysis 

- review  the  current  approach  to  consultation  undertaken  by  line  agencies 

- identify  policy  requirements  to  meet  any  new  obligations 

- identify  financial  obligations  on  the  part  of  Canada  to  address 
compensation  for  infringement. 

The  proposed  committee  will  be  appointed  by  DMCAA  and  will  be  drawn  from 
the  following  agencies:  Ministries  of:  Aboriginal  Affairs,  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  Attorney  General,  Employment  and  Investment, 

Environment,  Lands  and  Parks,  Forests,  Small  Business,  Tourism  and 
Culture,  Transportation  and  Highways,  Treasury  Board  Staff,  Cabinet 
Planning  and  Coordination  Secretariat. 

Due:  January  20,  1998.  Responsibility:  Hack  Ebbels,  Deputy  Minister, 
Aboriginal  Affairs  John  Allan,  Deputy  Minister,  Forests 

3.  Develop  a broad-based  communications  strategy  with  respect  to 
government's  response  to  Delgamuukw  which  will  position  the  government  as: 

- meeting  its  legal  obligations  with  respect  to  land  and  resource  use 
decision-making. 

- protecting  the  interests  of  economic  development  of  the  Province 

- supporting  continued  negotiations  to  resolve  claims  to  aboriginal  rights 
and  title  through  the  treaty  process. 

- continuing  to  focus  on  certainty  as  the  key  goal  of  negotiations 

++The  communications  strategy  will  focus  on  third  parties  and  First  Nations++ 
Due  January  9,  1998.  Responsibility:  Gloria  Williams,  Ministry  of 
Aboriginal  Affairs 
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II  TREATY  PROCESS  - ACTION  PLAN 


Objective:  To  identify  changes  required  to  the  treaty  negotiation  process 
following  the  Delgamuukw  decision. 

Project  Managers:  lack  Ebbels,  Deputy  Minister,  Aboriginal  Affairs. 

Maureen  Maloney,  Deputy  Attorney  General 
Participation:  DMCAA,  Ministry  of  Attorney  General,  Ministry  of  Aboriginal 
Affairs,  Treasury  Board  Staff,  Cabinet  Planning  and  Coordination 
Secretariat,  Line  Agencies  as  required 
Approach : 

1.  Analysis  by  the  Ministry  of  Attorney  General  regarding  the  Delgamuukw 
decision  with  respect  to  the  impact  on: 

- the  current  status  of  the  law  surrounding  aboriginal  rights 

- the  Province's  duty  to  consult  with  respect  to  aboriginal  rights  and 
title  in  making  land  and  resource  use  decisions 

- federal/provincial  obligations  for  compensation  for  infringement  of  title 
and  rights 

Due:  December  24,  1997.  Responsibility:  Rob  Lapper,  Senior  Solicitor, 
Ministry  of  Attorney  General. 

2.  Prepare  a report  to  Cabinet  on  the  implications  of  the  Delgamuukw 
decision  regarding: 

- existing  treaty  mandates  and  negotiating  instructions 

- the  current  process  for  negotiating  treaties,  including  First  Nations 
funding  and  capacity  building 

-the  current  approach  to  interim  measures  in  treaty  negotiations, 
including  cost  sharing  with  Canada 
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- recommendations  to  change  current  negotiating  instructions  and  mandates, 
the  process  of  negotiations  and  the  approach  to  interim  measures. 

Due:  January  21,  1998.  Responsibility:  Jack  Ebbels,  Deputy  Minister, 
Aboriginal  Affairs. 

3.  Discuss  with  Canada: 

- implications  of  Delgamuukw  decision  on  Canada's  responsibilities  with 
respect  to  aboriginal  title,  surrender  requirements  and  certainty 

- implications  of  Delgamuukw  decision  on  federal  and  provincial  positions 
regarding  overlap 

- cost-sharing  of  interim  measures 

- cost-sharing  for  compensation  as  a result  of  infringement  of  aboriginal 
rights  and  title 

- necessary  changes  to  the  treaty  negotiation  process  to  address  the 
system  overload  report 

- the  possibility  of  some  form  of  Province-wide  or  regional  negotiations 
Due:  February  13,  1998.  Responsibility:  Jack  Ebbels,  Deputy  Minister, 
Aboriginal  Affairs 

4.  Negotiate  changes  to  the  treaty  process,  including  interim  measures, 
with  Canada  and  the  First  Nations  Summit  which  will  address: 

- current  problems  with  the  negotiating  process  identified  in  the  BCTC 
"System  Overload  Report",  including  problems  associated  with  negotiation 
funding  [BCTC=BC  Treaty  Commission  --  S.I.S.I.S.] 

- changes  required  to  the  process  as  a result  of  the  Delgamuukw  decision 
-the  capacity  of  individual  First  Nations  to  effectively  participate  in 
treaty  negotiations 

Due:  March  31,  1998.  Responsibility:  John  Cashore,  Minister  of  Aboriginal 
Affairs . 

5.  With  the  assistance  of  the  BCTC,  develop  a tripartite  strategy  for 
implementation  of  recommended  changes  to  the  treaty  negotiation  process, 
including: 

- changes  to  the  stages  of  negotiations,  such  as  inclusion  of  a capacity 
building  stage.  Interim  measures,  negotiations  surrounding  resource 
management  and  land  selection 
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- Implementation  of  changes  to  the  system  of  negotiation  support  funding, 
funding  for  interim  measures,  and  funding  for  capacity  building 


- development  of  a communications  plan 

Due:  April  15,  1998.  Responsibility:  Principals  to  the  British  Columbia 
Treaty  Commission  (Honourable  John  Cashore  for  the  Province) 

December  22,  1997. 


For  more  information: 

The  full  text  of  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  Delgamuukw  decision: 

http: //www. droit . umontreal . ca/doc/csc-scc/en/rec/html/delgamuu . en . html 
Background  on  Delgamuukw: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/C lark/ see hoax. html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/gitksan . html 
The  BC  Treaty  Commission: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 
"Canada  does  not  recognize  the  right  of  self-determination  to  be  right  of 
self-determination  as  that  term  is  understood  in  international  law" 

- Canada,  1992  UN  Working  Group  - 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Canada's  Modus  Operandi"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Feb  1998  10:55:19  EST 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Canada's  M.O.  abroad-Corporate  business  as  usual-yuk! ! 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Canadian  colonialism  and  the  rapacious  resource-rape  of 
indigenous  nations,  backed  up  with  legal  and  political  chicanery,  complicit 
collaborators  or  coercion  and  naked  force  has  gone  relatively  unnoticed  by 
the  international  community.  However,  Oka,  Davis  Inlet,  Dudley  George  and 
Gustafsen  Lake  are  names  that  increasingly  have  alerted  the  world  to  this 
hidden  holocaust  of  forced  occupation,  ecocide  and  genocide. 

What  is  less  well  known  is  the  extent  to  which  corporate  Canadian 
Conquistadores  also  prey  upon  the  peoples  and  countries  of  the  so-called 
Third  World.  According  to  a recent  article  by  writer  Ian  Mulgrew,  two 
thirds  of  global  mining  projects  are  financed  out  of  Toronto  or  Vancouver. 
Furthermore,  "private  armies,  coups,  bribery  - just  another  day  at  the 
office  for  Canadian  companies  operating  in  Third  World  countries,  where 
armies  of  mercenaries  protect  mineral  concessions  and  the  outcomes  of 
small  wars  can  sway  profit  margins  for  penny  stock  players...."] 

GUNNING  FOR  BUSINESS 

Vancouver  Sun,  Ian.  31,  1998,  page  Cl,  by  Ian  Mulgrew 

Kinshasa  is  bustling  with  a casbah  of  investors  offering  cash  for  mineral, 
oil  and  gas  rights.  The  big  French  oil  firm.  Elf,  is  purportedly  carpeting 
the  country  in  green  to  ensure  its  oil  leases  are  maintained.  lust 
returned,  Toronto-based  security  consultant  Alan  Bell  shakes  his  head  over 
the  sordid  scenes  he  witnessed  in  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo, 
formerly  Zaire.  "Typical  African  politicians,"  said  the  ex-British  SAS 
officer  of  Laurent  Kabila's  newly  installed  administration.  You  know,  'I'm 
the  president,  I'm  the  minister,  I don't  know  how  long  I'm  going  to  be  in 
power  so  let's  start  looking  at  my  pension  right  now  and  not  worry  about 
it  in  four  years  time." 

Bell  provides  advice  as  well  as  military  training  for  companies  investing 
in  the  nations  plagued  by  political  instability  but  blessed  with  a 
treasure  trove  of  natural  resources.  Most  of  his  clients  are  Canadian 


firms  with  interests  in  Africa  and  South  America.  Two  thirds  of  global 
mining  projects  are  financed  out  of  Toronto  or  Vancouver,  according  to 
estimates  by  the  Prospectors  and  Developers  Association  of  Canada.  From 
the  blue-chip  firms  such  as  Barrick  Gold  Corp.  to  penny-stocks  such  as 
Global  Explorations,  there  are  as  many  as  500  Canadian  firms  grubbing  for 
precious  metals  and  gems,  and  drilling  for  oil  and  gas  from  Argentina  to 
Zaire.  And,  as  they  move  into  more  and  more  troubled  countries,  their 
business  practices  are  attracting  more  and  more  attention. 

Today  the  focus  is  on  the  Congo.  With  the  smoke  from  the  civil  war 
dissipated,  the  bidding  war  has  begun  between  companies  granted  mining 
concessions  under  the  previous  regime  of  Mobutu  Sese  Seko  and  those  who 
helped  Kabila  overthrow  it.  Tenke  Mining  Corp. of  Vancouver,  for  instance, 
held  fast  rather  than  abandon  a planned  $1.8  Billion  copper  and  cobalt  mine 
in  Congo's  Shaba  province.  It  later  cut  a deal  with  Kabila,  who  even  flew 
to  Toronto  to  reassure  wary  investors  that  his  was  a "free  enterprise- 
oriented"  revolution,  if  you'd  contributed  to  his  movement.  The  situation 
is  the  same  as  it  was  last  year  in  Sierra  Leone  when  a coup  toppled  that 
country's  government,  "maybe  worse,"  said  Bell. 

"If  you  ingratiate  yourself  with  the  government  in  power  and  make  certain 
agreements  with  them,  you  end  up  getting  the  concessions.  The  company  that 
makes  the  best  concessions  to  the  man  who  runs  the  country  wins.  That's 
part  and  parcel  of  the  African  way  of  doing  business."  Liberia  is  the  butt 
of  current  jokes.  Recently  elected  president  Charles  G Taylor  is  known  as 
"Superglue"  because  everything  he  touches,  he  keeps.  On  a more  serious 
tone,  keeping  and  protecting  corporate  assets  - everything  from  the  raw 
rocks  and  logs  to  the  mining  or  gas  leases  - is  a major  issue.  And  the 
concern  is  not  armed  versus  unarmed  security  guards  but  rather,  if 
necessary,  how  much  military  aid  you  are  prepared  to  give  the  government? 

Last  year  at  this  time,  Canadian  companies  were  involved  in  mercenary 
operations  aimed  at  stabilizing  two  regimes  so  they  could  exploit  stands 
of  exotic  timber  and  coffers  of  precious  resources.  In  Papua  New  Guinea,  a 
military  assault  by  a South  African  based  private  army  with 
Toronto-Vancouver  connections.  Executive  Outcomes,  was  secretly  hired  by 
the  government  to  quell  local  resistance  to  mining.  The  raid  was  aborted 
after  a rival,  London-based  company  paid  for  the  New  Guinea  army  to 
intervene.  In  spite  of  that  setback,  within  weeks,  a key  organizer  for 
Executive  Outcomes  was  in  Vancouver  pitching  another  military  operation  to 
subdue  rebel  activity  in  Sierra  Leone  and  so  facilitate  bauxite 
mining.  (Executive  Outcomes  was  instrumental  in  1995  in  Toronto-listed 
Diamond  Works  acquiring  mineral  properties.  Tony  Buckingham  and  Michael 
Grunberg,  two  directors  of  Diamond  Works  are  also  senior  managers  with  the 
Executive  Outcomes  group  of  companies.) 

Fugitive  Thai  financier  Rakesh  Saxena  said  that  when  his  investments  in 
Sierra  Leone  were  threatened  he  turned  to  Executive  Outcomes  on  the  advice 
of  Financier  Robert  Friedland,  the  man  behind  the  colossal  Voisey's  Bay 
nickel  find,  and  his  brother  Eric,  who  also  is  a director  of  Diamond  Works. 
Although  he  faces  extradition  to  Thailand  for  his  putative  role  in  a 
massive  embezzlement,  Saxena  has  been  a major  player  in  the  West  African 
mining  industry  since  the  early  1990s.  In  an  interview  before  his  recent 
arrest  in  Vancouver,  Saxena  provided  a rare  glimpse  inside  the  world  of 
such  exploration  company  financiers.  Fie  paints  it  as  a world  where  bribing 
officials,  lending  a plane  without  question,  providing  needed  supplies  or 
contributing  a quick  infusion  of  cash  are  surer  ways  of  obtaining  rights 
than  staking  a property. 

"This  is  what  is  very  difficult  for  you  to  understand  in  Canada,"  Saxena 
said.  "It's  done  all  the  time.  You're  walking  down  the  street  and  you  have 
to  bribe  a cop.  It's  that  common.  I'm  not  talking  judgment.  I'm  not  saying 
there's  anything  wrong  with  it.  I'm  not  passing  judgment.  All  I'm  saying 
is  that  if  you  are  doing  business  in  that  country  that  is  what  you  have  to 
do."  In  the  case  of  Sierra  Leone,  he  paid  EO  $70,000  US  for  an  assessment 
and  battle  plan,  called  "Operation  Castle,"  whose  aim  was  to  "reinstate 
the  exiled  leaders  of  Sierra  Leone,"  and  get  his  mine  back  in  production. 
Before  it  could  be  launched,  however,  news  of  the  military  operation  was 
leaked  to  the  media,  and  it  was  cancelled.  But  in  Saxena 's  opinion  such 
decisions  are  common  for  executives  who  must  operate  in  an  often  truly 


lawless  wilderness.  "It's  the  kind  of  protection  that  local  governments 
can't  provide  on  their  own/'  Saxena  said.  "They  don't  have  the  money,  they 
don't  have  the  skills  in  many  places." 

The  more  unstable  a country,  the  more  military  hardware  a resource  company 
must  commandeer.  While  Bell  provides  only  training  and  consulting 
services,  other  firms,  such  as  Executive  Outcomes,  offer  well-armed 
brigades  and  battle  tanks  to  those  who  covet  Third  World  diamonds,  gold 
and  lumber.  Angola  demands  oil  and  gas  firms  have  their  own  protection  and 
as  a result  there  are  some  80  private  armies  in  the  southern  African 
nation.  And  while  they  may  be  soldiers  of  fortune  rather  than  soldiers  of 
state,  they  belie  the  enduring  image  of  unruly  privateer.  Executive 
Outcomes  and  its  competitors  offer  pocket-sized  armies  that  are  better 
trained,  better  equipped  and  better  paid  than  many  national  forces. 

Everyone  agreed  it  did  a great  job  restoring  law  and  order  during  an 
earlier  mission  in  Sierra  Leone,  Saxena  said. 

"While  they  were  there,  while  they  had  the  contract.  Sierra  Leone  was  one 
of  the  most  stable  states  in  West  Africa,"  Saxena  said.  (Even  the  United 
Nations  concedes  that.)  "Every  Canadian  company  operating  in  certain  parts 
of  Africa  will  confirm  to  you  the  need  for  some  kind  of  security,"  Saxena 
insisted.  For  mining,  oil  and  gas  firms,  he  added,  it  is  the  reality  of 
operating  in  the  developing  world,  and  the  security  is  always  done  with 
the  approval  of  the  host  government.  "The  companies  who  are  operating 
there  appreciate  the  need  for  these  services,  and  the  brokers  appreciate 
it,"  Saxena  said.  "They  understand  that  you  have  to  protect  your  assets 
and  it's  not  fair  to  raise  money  in  a public  market  if  you  can't  secure 
the  assets." 

To  some  it's  a pricey  pact  with  the  devil,  to  others  it's  cold-eyed 
pragmatism:  you  can't  do  business  in  an  unstable  country.  When  the  UN 
can't  or  won't  intervene  - which  is  often  the  case  in  Africa,  where 
national  armies  are  riddled  with  ethnic,  religious  and  personal 
differences  - who  are  you  going  to  call?  Fortunately  , for  those  in  need, 
there  may  soon  be  a section  in  the  Yellow  Pages  for  "Dogs  of  War."  In 
Russia,  there  are  now  9,800  such  "security"  firms  registered:  in 
Africa,there  are  90  private  military  forces.  Others  are  listed  in  Hong 
Kong,  London  and  the  US.  The  Virginia-based  Military  Professional 
Resources  Incorporated,  for  example,  boasts  a number  of  retired  US 
generals  on  its  staff  and  has  received  numerous  government  contracts. 

One  western  intelligence  source  recently  summed  up  the  bull  market  for 
soldiers  of  fortune:  "Unlimited  potential  for  expansion  and 
self-enrichment . Certainly,  within  Africa,  there  is  little  evidence  of  the 
bandwagon  slowing  down."  A study  by  the  US  Army  War  College  said  such 
firms  pose  serious  questions:  Should  governments  sign  non-aggression  pacts 
with  powerful  transnationals?  Should  there  be  laws  to  prevent  the 
accumulation  of  non-economic  power  by  companies?  What  about  human  rights 
and  the  laws  of  war  - international  conventions  bind  states,  not 
corporations?  "Instead  of  organizing  clandestinely,  they  now  operate  out 
of  office  suites,  have  public  affairs  staff  and  Web  sites,  and  offer 
marketing  literature,"  said  David  Isenberg,  a senior  research  analyst  for 
the  US  Center  for  Defense  Information,  a non-profit,  non-partisan 
Washington  think-tank. 

Part  of  the  problem  is  that  these  nations  are  already  the  world's 
"geological  scandals"  - home  to  embarrassments  of  riches  and  shameful 
administrations.  In  the  name  of  international  business,  the  unscrupulous 
exploit  the  structural  weaknesses  in  developing  economies  and  the 
character  weaknesses  of  Third  World  politicians.  Poorly  established 
institutions,  high  rates  of  illiteracy  and  few  checks  and  balances  on 
leaders  encourage  rather  than  hinder  monumental  avarice.  Roads,  factories, 
houses,  all  go  unbuilt  because  it  is  too  great  a temptation  to  line  one's 
pockets  or  fill  a Swiss  bank  account.  As  Isenberg  concluded  in  a recent 
monograph  he  authored  on  the  new  mercenaries:  "Clearly,  if  power  continues 
to  accrue  to  transnational  corporations,  the  US  will  have  to  rethink  some 
of  the  basic  tenets  of  its  approach  to  security  and  world  politics." 

As  the  botched  coup  in  Sierra  Leone  and  the  current  scramble  for 
concessions  in  the  Congo  illustrate,  so  will  Canada. 


Letters  to  the  Vancouver  Sun:  sunletters@pacpress . southam . ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 
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-  "RE:  Interior  Bands  Reject  BC  Authority"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Feb  1998  10:51:46  EST 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Government's  authority  rejected  by  BC  Interior  Bands 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

INTERIOR  BANDS  RE3ECT  BC  GOVERNMENT'S  AUTHORITY 

Globe  & Mail,  Feb. 5,  1998,  page  A8,  by  Robert  Matas,  BC  Bureau 

Vancouver  - Chiefs  of  six  British  Columbia  Indian  bands  have  warned  the 
province  they  consider  all  new  provincial  programs,  licenses  and  land 
sales  granted  in  their  traditional  territory  since  Dec.  11  to  be  worthless. 
Asserting  rights  they  believe  were  given  them  under  a recent  Supreme  Court 
of  Canada  decision  [Delgamuukw] , the  governing  council  of  the  Interior  BC 
bands,  which  calls  itself  the  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government,  has  in 
recent  days  taken  the  following  steps: 

- BC  Agriculture  Minister  Corky  Evans  was  told  he  should  not  give  $7,000 
to  help  local  ranchers  because  he  did  not  first  ask  their  permission; 

- Forestry  and  environment  ministries  were  informed  their  procedures  for 
selling  and  leasing  Crown  land  and  dealing  with  environmental  assessments 
were  obsolete  and  invalid; 

- members  of  the  aboriginal  community  were  urged  to  prepare  to  repopulate 
land  this  summer  their  ancestors  historically  lived  on,  which  could  mean, 
for  instance,  reclaiming  land  now  used  by  non-aboriginal  ranchers  for 
cattle  grazing. 

The  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government,  which  demands  nation-to-nation 
negotiations  with  Ottawa  without  the  province's  involvement,  represents 
about  3,500  people  spread  over  forested  areas  and  marshland  in  the  BC 
Interior  east  of  Williams  Lake.  Less  than  1,000  non-aboriginal  people  live 
in  the  territory  but  significant  areas  are  used  by  ranchers,  mining  and 
logging  operations.  The  Tsilhqot ' in ' s approach  to  aboriginal  claims 
reflects  the  most  strident  response  to  a Supreme  Court  of  Canada  decision. 
The  ruling  issued  Dec.  11  recognized  the  constitutional  right  of  aboriginal 
title  to  land  that  has  not  been  given  away  by  treaty.  Most  of  the 
aboriginal  peoples  of  BC  never  signed  treaties.  The  judges  also  stated 
that  native  bands  must  be  consulted  about  the  use  of  land,  water  and 
resources  in  their  territories,  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  be 
compensated  for  their  use  by  others. 

Several  aboriginal  communities  have  become  increasingly  frustrated  because 
neither  Ottawa  not  the  BC  government  have  changed  their  positions  on 
aboriginal  rights  as  a result  of  the  court  ruling.  Indian  Affairs  Minister 
lane  Stewart  said  last  weekend  Ottawa  would  develop  its  new  position  in 
partnership  with  native  bands.  She  agreed  to  a new  round  of  talks  to  set 
out  a foundation  for  treaty  negotiations  which  reflects  the  court  ruling. 

BC  Premier  Glen  Clark  has  agreed  to  meet  with  Indian  leaders,  but  the 
government  otherwise  has  given  no  indication  what  it  will  do. 

Nevertheless,  most  aboriginal  groups  in  BC  are  considerably  more  moderate 
than  the  Tsilhqot'in.  Although  the  court  decision  has  strengthened  their 
claims,  most  still  want  the  current  process  of  treaty  negotiations  to 
continue . 

The  First  Nations  Summit,  which  speaks  for  70  per  cent  of  BC's  aboriginal 


bands,  is  expected  to  meet  with  federal  and  BC  governments  later  this 
month  to  discuss  how  the  government  could  accommodate  the  court  ruling.  The 
summit  also  asked  for  a temporary  moratorium  on  new  licenses,  leases  and 
the  sale  of  Crown  land  until  agreement  is  reached.  "The  BC  and  federal 
government  cannot  continue  with  a business-as-usual  approach,"  said  summit 
spokesman  Edward  John.  At  the  same  time,  treaty  negotiations  are 
continuing  with  51  native  bands  under  the  old  rules.  At  least  eight  bands 
are  holding  meetings  within  the  next  few  days.  Two  bands  have  scheduled 
public  information  sessions  to  share  the  substance  of  their  negotiations 
so  far.  Meanwhile,  the  Nisga'a  First  Nation  in  northwestern  BC  which  is 
close  to  signing  the  first  treaty  in  more  than  a century  in  the  province, 
will  meet  with  government  negotiators  Monday  in  Prince  Rupert. 

"We're  prepared  to  continue  to  negotiate  on  the  basis  of  the  agreement  in 
principle  that  was  reached  on  March  22,  1996,"  Nisga'a  Chief  Doe  Gosnell 
said  in  an  interview.  "Our  position  has  not  changed  at  all."  The 
Tsilhqot'in,  though  reject  the  current  treaty  process.  They  are  holding  a 
two-day  conference  starting  today  to  decide  on  a strategy  to  protect  their 
rights.  Ray  Hance,  deputy  chief  of  the  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government, 
said  the  chiefs  expect  to  hold  all  government  bureaucrats  personally 
responsible  for  decisions  made  since  the  court  ruling.  They  will  also  talk 
about  claiming  the  revenue  from  the  extraction  of  natural  resources  in 
their  territory,  and  the  need  to  reduce  the  region's  annual  timber  cut  by 
up  to  half.  BC  Forest  Minister  David  Zirnhelt,  who  represents  the  area, 
took  a measured  approach.  "On  one  level  there's  a lot  of  rhetoric,  and  on 
another  level  there's  a lot  of  co-operation,"  he  said  in  an  interview. 


Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail:  letters@GlobeAndMail . ca 

[Zirnhelt,  himself  a Cariboo  ranch  owner,  was  the  NDP  Agriculture  Minister 
at  the  time  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff.  In  a letter  to  the  NDP  cabinet 
at  the  time,  he  advised  that  "Crown  land  may  be  involved".  --  S.I.S.I.S.] 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Kickapoo  and  Willie  Nelson  Start  Network"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Feb  1998  12:01:56  -0800 
From:  "D.  English"  <denglish@mail . sfo. com> 

Sub j : Kickapoo  Tribe  and  Willie  Nelson  start  TV  Network 

Newsgroup : alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Our  friends,  the  Kickapoo  Tribe  of  Kansas  are  starting  a cable  network. 
I would  like  to  offer  our  congratulations  to  the  Kickapoo  and  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  them  for  their  unwavering  determination  and 
continued  support  in  the  battle  to  preserve  Huron  Cemetery  from  becoming 
a commercial  site. 

Anyone  in  the  area  Feb.  14th  (Valentines  Day)  is  invited  to  attend  a 
press  conference  to  be  held  at  the  Golden  Eagle  Casino  Wah-Na-Ko-Quah 
Entertainment  Center  at  10  a.m.  Willie  Nelson  will  perform  at  the  end 
of  the  press  conference  and  refreshments  will  be  served. 


Kickapoo  Tribe  and  Willie  Nelson  Start  TV  network 

Indian  Country  Today  Feb  9-16  1998 

Cowboys  and  Indians  ride  again 

By  Avis  Little  Eagle 

Northern  Plains  Bureau 

Horton  Kans. 

The  Cowboys  and  Indians  will  ride  once  again,  this  time  not  on  the 


plains  of  the  west  but  on  satellite  TV-  both  in  the  U.S.  and 
internationally.  The  Kickapoo  Tribe  in  Kansas  and  Country  legend  Willie 
Nelson  have  teamed  up  to  form  a new  television  network  called  "CNI,  Inc. 
The  network  will  operate  one  channel  called  the  "Outlaw  Music  Channel." 

For  years.  Nelson  had  a dream  of  starting  a television  network  which 
would  have  a two-pronged  focus.  First  to  build  a venue  where  country 
music  entertainers  would  always  be  able  to  play,  where  fans  would  always 
be  able  to  tune  in,  and  where  the  legacy  of  those  who  created  this 
uniquely  American  Musical  form  could  be  honored.  And  secondly,  to 
preserve  the  heritage  of  Native  Americans  by  presenting  their  music, 
culture,  history  and  legends. 

Nelson's  dream  became  a reality  when  he  became  acquainted  with  Black 
Hawk  S.D.  attorney  Mario  Gonzalez.  On  Dec.  4.  1997,  Mr.  Gonzalez  met 
with  Nelson  at  his  Luck,  Texas  ranch  near  Austin  Texas  to  discuss  this 
proposal  to  team  up  with  an  Indian  tribe  and  create  a television 
network.  Gonzalez  asked  Nelson  how  soon  he  would  like  to  get  the 
network  on  the  air  and  he  replied  "by  Valentine's  Day."  Nelson  picked 
out  the  name  CNI  network  which  stands  for  "Cowboys  and  Indians"  network. 

After  his  return  from  Texas,  Gonzales  talked  one  of  his  clients,  the 
Kickapoo  Tribe  of  Kansas  into  financing  the  start-up  of  the  business 
venture.  The  new  network  is  expected  to  catapult  the  Kickapoo  Tribe  in 
the  international  limelight  and  history  books  as  the  first  American 
Indian  tribe  to  become  involved  in  big  time  television  networking.  The 
new  network  began  operations  on  lan.  24  by  broadcasting  promotional  on 
Galaxy  9 transponder  2 satellite. 

The  new  network  was  incorporated  in  the  state  of  Delaware  on  Dec.  29, 
1997. 

Nelson  and  Gonzales  will  serve  as  co-chairman  of  the  Board  of 

Directors.  The  management  team  will  consist  of  Harold  Brown  of  Milford 

Delaware  (General  Manager),  Leroy  Ketel  of  Rapid  City,  S.D.  (Chief 
Financial  Officer)  and  Frank  Oakley  of  Nashville  Tenn.  Library 
Director.  Members  of  the  Kickapoo  Tribal  Council  are:  Tribal 
Chairperson  Nancy  Bear;  Tribal  Vice-chairperson  Fred  Thomas;  Treasurer 
Noreen  Negonscott,  Tribal  Secretary  Bobbi  Darnell,  and  tribal  council 
members,  John  Thomas,  Dave  Masqueand  Ken  Cadue. 

The  Outlaw  Music  Channel  will  air  24  hours  a day  beginning  on  Feb.  14  on 

GE  Americom  GE-1  Satellite  and  will  feature  not  only  the  Porter  Wagoner 

Shwo,  Pop  Goes  the  Country  and  the  Wilburn  Brothers  Show,  but  also  over 
1400  hours  of  "old  time"  country  music. 

It  will  feature  virtually  every  country  music  artist  that  performed  from 
the  1960 's  to  the  1980 's  including  Conway  Twitty,  Loretta  Lynn,  George 
Hones,  Robert  Miller,  the  Judds,  Williams  and  Rev.  Bobby  Bare,  Bobby 
Goldsboro,  Don  Williams,  Dolly  Parton,  Janie  Frickie  and  of  curse 
Willie,  Waylon  and  the  Boys. 

The  Outlaw  Music  Channel  will  feature  up  and  coming  new  stars  in  its 
programming,  which  will  be  under  the  supervision  of  Nelson. 

The  Outlaw  Music  Channel  is  presently  negotiating  contracts  with  several 
cable  systems  and  plans  to  be  broadcasting  on  its  April  14th  target  date 
to  both  cable  patrons  and  satellite  dish  owners  in  North  America, 

Hawaii,  Central  America  and  northern  South  America. 

Eventually  the  networks  plans  to  up-link  worldwide.  Those  wishing  to 
subscribe  to  the  new  network  can  call  toll  free  at  1-888-884-7468. 

Kickapoo  Tribal  member  Leslie  "Chick"  Hale,  said  he  is  excited  about  the 
venture. 

"Opportunity  knocks  once.  We  have  to  put  aside  the  deaf  ear  and  be 
cognizant  of  these  kind  of  opportunities.  We  have  something 
marketable.  It  is  a good  sound  investment. 

"We  have  to  let  it  mature  into  something  more  lucrative  and  monitor  it 
like  a prudent  businessman. 

"I  would  like  to  encourage  other  Indian  tribes  to  look  at  us  as  an 
example  of  what  can  be  done. 

"It  is  an  exercise  in  self-determination  to  show  that  we  have  the 
capability,  the  knowledge  and  the  ..." 


"RE:  AISES  Announcement 


Date:  Sun,  15  Feb  1998  07:49:09  -0700 
From:  "Tommie  Lee"  <tnlee@novia . net> 

Sub  j : AISES  ANNOUNCEMENT  2/13/98 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society  (AISES) 

ANNOUNCEMENT  (February  13,  1998) 

The  American  Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society  Board  of  Directors 
announces  major  changes  within  the  AISES  organization.  Norbert  Hill , 3r. 
has  stepped  down  from  his  position  as  Executive  Director  after  15  years  to 
attend  personal  and  other  professional  interests.  He  will  continue  with 
AISES  as  a Senior  Advisor.  Norbert  Hill's  name  has  been  synonymous  with 
the  AISES  name  for  many  years.  AISES  grew  and  developed  as  a national 
American  Indian  organization  under  Norbert  Hill's  leadership.  The  impact 
of  AISES  extends  from  students,  communities  and  foundations.  We  extend 
deeply  felt  gratitude  and  appreciation  for  his  years  of  service  to  the 
AISES  Mission. 

Chuck  McAfee  Serving  as  Deputy  Director  is  leaving  AISES.  Chuck  has 
served  as  a Hewlett  Packard  loan  executive  to  AISES  and  recently,  he  has 
volunteered  his  time  and  services  to  AISES  during  his  retirement.  The 
AISES  Board  of  Directors  recognizes  the  commitment  and  service  that  Chuck 
has  given  to  American  Indian  education  and  to  AISES.  We  extend  our 
gratitude  and  appreciation  to  Chuck  McAfee. 

The  AISES  headquarters  will  begin  a process  of  re-organization  in 
management  and  programming.  Suzanne  Benally  will  serve  as  an  Interim 
Executive  Director  immediately  and  Arvin  Trujillo  will  join  Suzanne 
Benally  in  April  as  a Co-Interim  Executive  Director.  Suzanne  Benally  is 
Navajo/Santa  Clara  Tewa  and  currently  serves  as  Education  Programs 
Director.  Arvin  Trujillo  is  Navajo  and  currently  serves  as  an  AISES 
Board  member  and  works  for  BHP  Minerals.  Both  people  bring  extensive 
experience  and  expertise  in  Indian  education  and  management/development 
to  AISES.  A search  will  begin  for  a new  Executive  Director. 

AISES  looks  forward  to  many  new  challenges  and  new  directions  while 
building  upon  the  strengths  of  the  years  past.  We  look  forward  to  the 
continued  support  from  our  constituencies  and  seek  to  strengthen  our  role 
in  providing  services  and  programs  to  American  Indian  education,  American 
Indian  communities,  and  to  our  constituencies. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Board,  I know  these  changes  will  strengthen  the 
organization.  I am  confident  that  our  staff  members  will  continue  to 
work  as  a team  during  the  interim  period  and  when  a new  Executive 
Director  comes  on  board.  Thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 

Regards, 

Tommie  N.  Lee 

AISES  Chairman 

http://www.novia.net/~tnlee 
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THE  REAL  FOREIGN  DEBT 

A letter  from  an  Indian  chief  to  all  European  governments  to  repay  the 
gold  and  silver  they  borrowed  between  1503  and  1660. 

By  Guaicaipuro  Cuautemoc 

Here  am  I,  Guaicaipuro  Cuautemoc,  who  have  come  to  discover  those  who  are 
celebrating  the  discovery.  Here  am  I,  a descendant  of  those  who  colonised 


America  40,000  years  ago,  who  have  come  to  discover  those  who  discovered 
it  500  years  ago. 

My  European  brother  at  his  border  asks  me  for  a written  document  with  a 
visa  in  order  to  discover  those  who  discovered  me.  The  European 
moneylender  asks  me  to  pay  a debt  contracted  by  Dudas  which  I never 
authorised  to  be  sold  to  me.  The  European  pettifogger  explains  to  me  that 
all  debts  must  be  paid  with  interest,  even  if  it  means  selling  human 
beings  and  whole  countries  without  their  consent.  I am  gradually 
discovering  them. 

I also  have  payments  to  claim.  I can  also  claim  interest.  The  evidence 
is  in  the  Archivo  de  Indias.  Paper  after  paper,  receipt  after  receipt, 
signature  after  signature  show  that  between  1503  and  1660  alone,  185,000 
kilos  of  gold  and  16  million  kilos  of  silver  were  shipped  into  San  Lucar 
de  Barrameda  from  America. 

Plunder?  I wouldn't  say  so.  Because  that  would  mean  that  our  Christian 
brothers  are  violating  their  seventh  commandment.  Pillage?  May  Tanatzin 
have  mercy  on  me  for  thinking  that  the  Europeans,  like  Cain,  kill  and  then 
deny  their  brother's  blood!  Genocide?  That  would  mean  giving  credit  to 
slanderers  like  Bartolome  de  las  Casa  who  equated  the  discovery  of  the 
Indies  with  its  destruction,  or  to  extremists  such  as  Dr  Arturo  Pietri, 
who  states  that  the  outburst  of  capitalism  and  of  the  current  European 
civilisation  was  due  to  the  flood  of  precious  metals!  No  way! 

Those  185,000  kilos  of  gold  and  16  million  kilos  of  silver  must  be 
considered  as  the  first  of  several  friendly  loans  granted  by  America  for 
Europe's  development.  The  contrary  would  presuppose  war  crimes,  which 
would  mean  not  only  demanding  immediate  return,  but  also  compensation  for 
damages . 

I prefer  to  believe  in  the  least  offensive  hypothesis.  Such  fabulous 
capital  exports  were  nothing  short  of  the  beginning  of  a Marshalltezuma 
Plan  to  guarantee  the  reconstruction  of  a barbarian  Europe,  ruined  by 
deplorable  wars  against  the  Muslim  foe.  For  this  reason,  as  we  approach 
the  Fifth  Centennial  of  the  Loan,  we  must  ask  ourselves: 

What  have  our  European  brothers  done  in  a rational,  responsible  or  at 
least  productive  way  with  the  resources  so  generously  advanced  by  the 
International  Indoamerican  Fund? 

The  answer  is:  unfortunately  nothing.  Strategically,  they  squandered  it 
on  battles  such  as  Lepanto,  invincible  armies.  Third  Reichs  and  other 
forms  of  mutual  extermination,  only  to  end  up  being  occupied  by  the  Yankee 
troops  of  NATO,  like  Panama  (but  without  a canal) . 

Financially,  they  were  incapable  - even  after  a moratorium  of  500  years 
- of  either  paying  back  capital  with  interest  or  of  becoming  independent 
from  net  returns,  raw  material  and  cheap  energy  that  they  import  from  the 
Third  World. 

This  disgusting  picture  corroborates  Milton  Friedman's  assertion  that  a 
subsidised  economy  can  never  function  properly,  and  compels  us  to  claim  - 
for  their  own  good  - the  repayment  of  capital  and  interest  which  we  have 
so  generously  delayed  all  these  centuries. 

Stating  this,  we  want  to  make  clear  that  we  will  refrain  from  charging 
our  European  brothers  the  despicable  and  blood-thirsty  floating  rates  of 
20  or  even  30%  that  they  charge  to  Third  World  countries.  We  shall  only 
demand  the  devolution  of  all  precious  metals  advanced,  plus  a modest  fixed 
annum  accumulated  over  300  years. 

On  this  basis,  and  applying  the  European  formula  of  compound  interest, 
we  inform  our  discoverers  that  they  only  owe  us,  as  a first  payment 
against  the  debt,  a mass  of  185,000  kilos  of  gold  and  16  million  kilos  of 
silver,  both  raised  to  the  power  of  300.  This  equals  a figure  that  would 
need  over  300  digits  to  put  it  down  on  paper  and  whose  weight  fully 
exceeds  that  of  the  planet  Earth. 

What  huge  piles  of  gold  and  silver!  Flow  much  would  they  weigh  when 
calculated  in  blood?  To  say  that  in  half  a millennium  Europe  has  not  been 
able  to  produce  sufficient  wealth  to  pay  back  this  modest  interest  is  as 
much  as  admitting  to  the  total  financial  failure  of  capitalism. 

The  pessimists  of  the  Old  World  state  that  their  civilisation  is  already 
so  bankrupt  that  they  cannot  fulfil  their  financial  or  moral  commitments. 
If  this  is  the  case,  we  shall  be  happy  if  they  pay  us  with  the  bullet  that 


killed  the  poet.  But  that  is  not  possible,  because  that  bullet  is  the  very 
heart  of  Europe. 

- Third  World  Network  Features 
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The  Dawn  Of  The  Imperialist  System 

{'Discussion  With  Our  Readers'  column} 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
from  the  Militant,  vol.62/no.5  February  9,  1998 

In  a letter  published  in  the  February  2 Militant,  reader  Steve  Flalpern 
questioned  a statement  that  appeared  in  the  January  12  issue  in  an  article 
reporting  on  a regional  socialist  conference  in  Birmingham.  " [Mary-Alice] 
Waters,  editor  of  the  magazine  New  International,  said  that  Washington 
rose  as  an  imperialist  power  100  years  ago  with  the  Spanish-American  war," 
the  article  said.  "The  question  I have  is  what  about  the  numerous 
imperialist  wars  that  Washington  waged  against  Native  Americans?"  Flalpern 
asked.  Fie  added,  "If  the  Roman  Empire  was  an  imperialist  power,  it  seems 
that  the  wars  against  Native  Americans  were  a classic  example  of 
imperialism . " 

In  opening  his  pamphlet  Imperialism,  the  Flighest  Stage  of  Capitalism, 
Bolshevik  leader  V.I.  Lenin  pointed  out,  "During  the  last  fifteen  to 
twenty  years,  especially  since  the  Spanish-American  War  (1898)  and  the 
Anglo-Boer  War  (1899-1902),  the  economic  and  political  literature  of  the 
two  hemispheres  has  more  and  more  often  adopted  the  term  'imperialism'  to 
describe  the  present  era." 

Those  wars,  the  first  imperialist  wars  in  the  Marxist  sense  of  the  term, 
marked  the  dawn  of  a new  stage  of  the  capitalist  system  - imperialism.  The 
main  features  of  the  imperialist  system  that  Lenin  outlined  aptly  describe 
the  epoch  we  live  in  today.  Imperialism  is  capitalism  at  that  stage  of 
development  at  which  the  dominance  of  monopolies  and  finance  capital,  born 
of  the  merging  of  banking  and  industrial  capital,  is  established;  in  which 
the  export  of  capital  has  acquired  pronounced  importance,  as  distinguished 
from  the  export  of  commodities;  in  which  the  division  of  the  world  among 
the  international  trusts  has  begun;  and  in  which  the  division  of  the 
territories  of  the  globe  among  the  biggest  capitalist  powers  has  been 
completed.  At  the  dawn  of  the  20th  century,  Lenin  explained,  "Capitalism 
had  been  transformed  into  imperialism." 

For  most  of  this  century,  Marxists  have  used  the  term  "imperialist  war" 
to  describe  a particular  kind  of  event:  a war  waged  by  finance  capital. 
It's  a war  over  domination  and  control  of  a piece  of  the  semicolonial 
world;  a war  against  other  propertied  classes  in  other  countries  for  the 
domination  of  raw  materials,  markets,  and  access  to  the  superexploitation 
of  low-wage  labor;  a war  to  redivide  world  power  and  influence  among  rival 
capitalist  classes. 

In  1898,  the  U.S.  capitalist  rulers  went  to  war  against  their  declining 
rivals  in  Spain,  who  had  been  exhausted  by  the  three-decades-long  wars  of 
independence  by  Cuban  patriots  against  Spanish  colonialism.  U.S.  troops 


invaded  Cuba,  after  Washington  fabricated  the  blowing  up  of  the  U.S. 
warship  Maine  in  the  Havana  harbor  to  justify  U.S.  intervention  and  block 
Cuban  patriots  from  freeing  their  country.  U.S.  forces  also  seized  Puerto 
Rico,  Guam,  and  the  Philippines,  which  were  colonies  of  Spain  as  well. 

The  Roman  empire  existed  long  before  the  advent  of  the  imperialist 
system  Lenin  described.  The  term  imperialist  is  often  popularly  used  to 
describe  wars  like  those  waged  by  Rome  and  its  legions  - aimed  at 
economically  draining,  politically  oppressing,  and  militarily  subjugating 
another  people.  But  the  Roman  empire  was  based  on  a different  social 
system  - slavery,  which  preceded  feudalism  - than  the  domination  of 
finance  capital  that  prevailed  on  the  entire  globe  about  a century  ago.  In 
his  pamphlet  on  imperialism,  Lenin  said,  "Colonial  policy  and  imperialism 
existed  before  the  latest  stage  of  capitalism,  and  even  before  capitalism. 
Rome,  founded  on  slavery,  pursued  a colonial  policy  and  practised 
imperialism.  But  'general'  disquisitions  on  imperialism,  which  ignore,  or 
put  into  the  background,  the  fundamental  difference  between  socio-economic 
formations,  inevitably  turn  into  the  vapid  banality  or  bragging,  like  the 
comparison:  'Greater  Rome  and  Greater  Britain. 1 Even  the  capitalist 
colonial  policy  of  previous  stages  of  capitalism  is  essentially  different 
from  the  colonial  policy  of  finance  capital." 

This  is  not  a debate  over  semantics.  The  tasks  of  the  toilers  in  the 
United  States  and  other  countries  were  different  after  1898  than  three 
decades  earlier.  During  the  U.S.  Civil  War,  the  last  progressive  war  of 
the  U.S.  capitalist  class,  workers  and  small  farmers  joined  in  an  alliance 
with  the  northern  industrialists  and  the  freed  slaves  to  overthrow  the 
slavocracy  in  the  south.  Ever  since  the  advent  of  imperialism,  the  task  of 
the  working  class  in  each  country  has  been  to  wrest  power  from  the 
bourgeoisie  in  order  to  rescue  humanity  from  capitalist  barbarism. 

In  Genocide  Against  the  Indians,  longtime  Socialist  Workers  Party  leader 
George  Novak  explained  that  modern  capitalism  in  the  United  States  "arose 
from  the  disintegration  and  ruin  of  two  ancient  societies:  European 
feudalism  and  primitive  American  communism." 

Towards  the  end  of  his  pamphlet,  Novak  says,  "When  the  pioneers  of 
bourgeois  society  confronted  their  precapitalist  foes,  they  had  both  the 
power  and  the  historical  mission  to  conquer.  Their  plutocratic  heirs  of 
the  twentieth  century  have  neither.  In  our  time  the  workers  are  the 
pioneers  and  builders  of  the  new  world,  the  bearers  of  a higher  culture... 
The  'liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity'  known  in  America's  infancy,  which 
the  bourgeoisie  blasphemed  and  buried,  will  be  regenerated  and  enjoyed  in 
its  finest  forms  through  the  socialist  revolution  of  working  people." 

- ARGIRIS  MALAPANIS 
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Khwe  friends...  (long  but  worth  the  effort) 

I had  found  this  when  I was  a newbie  on  Frosty's  Igloo  bbs,  & given  some 
of  our  discussions  here  on  the  mis-appropriation  (ie,  theft)  of 
"Indian-ness"  by  some  who  do  not  see  their  crime,  I thought  it  might  be  of 
use  in  opening  some  eyes.  I have  used  it  many  times  to  remind 


' mis-appropriators ' of  why  trying  to  'be  Indian'  just  because  of  an  "I 
have  an  Indian  attitude"  is  more  than  folly...,  it  is  malicious... 

The  following  article  appeared  in  the  "Cultural  Survival  Quarterly", 
Winter  1994.  It  was  written  by  Andrea  Smith,  who  is  a member  of  "Women  Of 
All  Red  Nations"  in  Chicago,  and  she  is  the  Chairperson  for  Women  of  Color 
for  the  "National  Coalition  Against  Sexual  Assault". 

For  All  Those  Who  Were  Indian  In  A Former  Life 

The  New  Age  movement  has  sparked  a new  interest  in  Native  American 
traditional  spirituality  among  white  women  who  claim  to  be  feminists. 
Indian  spirituality,  with  its  respect  for  nature  and  the 
interconnectedness  of  all  things,  is  often  presented  as  the  panacea  for 
all  individual  and  global  problems.  Not  surprisingly,  many  white 
"feminists"  see  the  opportunity  to  make  a great  profit  from  this  new 
craze.  They  sell  sweat  lodges  or  sacred  pipe  ceremonies,  which  promise  to 
bring  individual  and  global  healing.  Or  they  sell  books  and  records  that 
supposedly  describe  Indian  traditional  practices  so  that  you  too,  can  be 
Indian . 

On  the  surface,  it  may  appear  that  this  new  craze  is  based  on  a 
respect  for  Indian  spirituality.  In  fact,  however,  the  New  Age  movement 
is  part  of  a very  old  story  of  white  racism  and  genocide  against  the 
Indian  people.  The  "Indian"  ways  that  the  white.  New  Age  "feminists"  are 
practicing  have  little  grounding  in  reality. 

True  spiritual  leaders  do  not  make  a profit  from  their  teachings, 
whether  it's  through  selling  books,  workshops,  sweat  lodges,  or  otherwise. 
Spiritual  leaders  teach  the  people  because  it  is  their  responsibility  to 
pass  what  they  have  learned  from  their  elders  to  the  youngest 
generations.  They  do  not  charge  for  their  services. 

Furthermore,  the  idea  that  an  Indian  medicine  woman  would  instruct  a 
white  woman  to  preach  the  "true  path"  of  Indian  spirituality  sounds  more 
reminiscent  of  evangelical  Christianity  than  traditional  Indian 
spirituality.  Indian  religions  are  community-based,  not  proselytizing 
religions.  For  this  reason,  there  is  not  ONE  Indian  religion,  as  many  New 
Agers  would  have  you  believe.  Indian  spiritual  practices  reflect  the 
needs  of  a particular  community.  Indians  do  not  generally  believe  that 
their  way  is  "the"  way,  and  consequently,  they  have  no  desire  to  tell 
outsiders  about  their  practices.  Also,  considering  how  many  Indians  there 
are  who  do  not  know  the  traditions,  why  would  a medicine  woman  spend  so 
much  time  teaching  a white  woman?  A medicine  woman  would  be  more  likely 
to  advise  a white  woman  to  look  into  her  OWN  culture  and  find  what  is 
liberating  in  it. 

Flowever,  some  white  women  seem  determined  NOT  to  look  into  their  own 
cultures  for  sources  of  strength.  This  is  puzzling,  since  pre-Christian 
European  cultures  are  also  earth-based  and  contain  many  of  the  same 
elements  that  white  women  are  ostensibly  looking  for  in  Native  American 
cultures.  This  phenomenon  leads  me  to  suspect  that  there  is  a more 
insidious  motive  for  latching  onto  Indian  spirituality. 

When  white  "feminists"  see  how  white  people  have  historically 
oppressed  others  and  how  they  are  coming  very  close  to  destroying  the 
earth,  they  often  want  to  disassociate  themselves  from  their  whiteness. 
They  do  this  by  opting  to  "become  Indian."  In  this  way,  they  can  escape 
responsibility  and  accountability  for  white  racism. 

Of  course,  white  "feminists"  want  to  become  only  partly  Indian.  They 
do  not  want  to  be  part  of  our  struggles  for  survival  against  genocide,  and 
they  do  not  want  to  fight  for  treaty  rights  or  an  end  to  substance  abuse 
or  sterilization  abuse.  They  do  not  want  to  do  anything  that  would 
tarnish  their  romanticized  notions  of  what  it  means  to  be  an  Indian. 

Moreover,  they  want  to  become  Indian  without  holding  themselves 
accountable  to  Indian  communities.  If  they  did  they  would  have  to  listen 
to  Indians  telling  them  to  stop  carrying  around  sacred  pipes,  stop  doing 
their  own  sweat  lodges  and  stop  appropriating  our  spiritual  practices. 
Rather,  these  New  Agers  see  Indians  as  romanticized  gurus  who  exist  only 
to  meet  their  consumerist  needs.  Consequently,  they  do  not  understand  our 
struggles  for  survival  and  thus  they  can  have  no  genuine  understanding  of 
Indian  spiritual  practices. 

While  New  Agers  may  think  that  they  are  escaping  white  racism  by 


becoming  "Indian/'  they  are  in  fact  continuing  the  same  genocidal 
practices  of  their  forebears.  The  one  thing  that  has  maintained  the 
survival  of  Indian  people  through  500  years  of  colonialism  has  been  the 
spiritual  bonds  that  keep  us  together.  When  the  colonizers  saw  the 
strength  of  our  spirituality,  they  tried  to  destroy  Indian  religion  by 
making  them  illegal.  They  forced  Indian  children  into  white  missionary 
schools  and  cut  their  tongues  if  they  spoke  their  Native  languages. 
Sundances  were  made  illegal,  and  Indian  participation  in  the  Ghost  Dance 
precipitated  the  Wounded  Knee  massacre.  The  colonizers  recognized  that  it 
was  our  spirituality  that  maintained  our  spirit  of  resistance  and  sense  of 
community.  Even  today,  Indians  do  not  have  religious  freedom.  In  a 
recent  ruling  the  Supreme  Court  has  determined  that  American  Indians  do 
not  have  the  right  to  sue  under  the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom 
Act.  They  have  also  determined  that  if  Indian  religious  freedom  conflicts 
with  any  "compelling"  United  States  interest,  the  government  always 
supersedes  Indian  peoples'  freedom  of  religion. 

Many  white  New  Agers  continue  this  practice  of  destroying  Indian 
spirituality.  They  trivialize  Native  American  practices  so  that  these 
practices  lose  their  spiritual  force,  and  they  have  the  white  privilege 
and  power  to  make  themselves  heard  at  the  expense  of  Native  Americans. 

Our  voices  are  silenced,  and  consequently  the  younger  generation  of 
Indians  who  are  trying  to  find  their  way  back  to  the  Old  Ways  becomes 
hopelessly  lost  in  this  morass  of  consumerist  spirituality. 

These  practices  also  promote  the  subordination  of  Indian  women  to 
white  women.  We  are  told  that  we  are  greedy  if  we  do  not  choose  to  share 
our  spirituality.  Apparently,  it  is  our  burden  to  service  white  women's 
needs  rather  than  to  spend  time  organizing  within  our  own  communities. 
Their  perceived  need  for  warm  and  fuzzy  mysticism  takes  precedence  over 
our  need  to  survive. 

The  New  Age  movement  completely  trivializes  the  oppression  we  as 
Indian  women  face:  Indian  women  are  suddenly  no  longer  the  women  who  are 
forcibly  sterilized  and  tested  with  unsafe  drugs  such  as  Depo  Provera;  we 
are  no  longer  the  women  who  have  a life  expectancy  of  47  years;  and  we  are 
no  longer  the  women  who  generally  live  below  the  poverty  level  and  face  a 
75  percent  unemployment  rate.  No,  we're  too  busy  being  cool  and 
spiritual . 

This  trivialization  of  our  oppression  is  compounded  by  the  fact  that 
nowadays  anyone  can  be  Indian  if  s/he  wants  to.  All  that  is  required  is 
that  one  be  Indian  in  a former  life,  or  take  part  in  a sweat  lodge,  or  be 
monitored  by  a "medicine  woman,"  or  read  a how-to  book. 

Since,  according  to  this  theory,  anyone  can  now  be  "Indian,"  then  the 
term  Indians  no  longer  refers  specifically  to  those  people  who  have 
survived  five  hundred  years  of  colonization  and  genocide.  This  furthers 
the  goals  of  white  supremacists  to  abrogate  treaty  rights  and  to  take  away 
what  little  we  have  left.  When  everyone  becomes  "Indian,"  then  it  is  easy 
to  lose  sight  of  the  specificity  of  oppression  faced  by  those  who  are 
REALLY  Indian  in  THIS  life.  It  is  no  wonder  we  have  such  a difficult  time 
finding  non-Indians  to  support  our  struggles  when  the  New  Age  movement  has 
completely  disguised  our  oppression. 

The  most  disturbing  aspect  about  these  racist  practices  is  that  they 
are  promoted  in  the  name  of  feminism.  Sometimes  it  seems  that  I can't 
open  a feminist  periodical  without  seeing  ads  promoting  white  "feminist" 
practices  with  little  medicine  wheel  designs.  I can't  seem  to  go  to  a 
feminist  conference  without  the  woman  who  begins  the  conference  with  a 
ceremony  being  the  only  Indian  presenter.  Participants  then  feel  so 
"spiritual"  after  this  opening  that  they  fail  to  notice  the  absence  of 
Indian  women  in  the  rest  of  the  conference  or  Native  American  issues  in 
the  discussions.  And  I certainly  can't  go  to  a feminist  bookstore  without 
seeing  books  by  Lynn  Andrews  and  other  people  who  exploit  Indian 
spirituality  all  over  the  place.  It  seems  that,  while  feminism  is 
supposed  to  signify  the  empowerment  of  all  women,  it  obviously  does  not 
include  Indian  women. 

If  white  feminists  are  going  to  act  in  solidarity  with  their  Indian 
sisters,  they  must  take  a stand  against  Indian  spiritual  abuse.  Feminist 
book  and  record  stores  should  stop  selling  these  products,  and  feminist 


periodicals  should  stop  advertising  these  products.  Women  who  call 
themselves  feminists  should  denounce  exploitative  practices  wherever  they 
see  them. 

Many  have  claimed  that  Indians  are  not  respecting  "freedom  of  speech" 
when  they  demand  that  whites  stop  promoting  and  selling  books  that  exploit 
Indian  spirituality.  But  promotion  of  this  material  is  destroying  freedom 
of  speech  for  Native  Americans  by  ensuring  that  our  voices  will  never  be 
heard.  Feminists  have  already  made  choices  about  what  they  will  promote 
(I  haven't  seen  many  books  by  right-wing,  fundamentalist  women  sold  in 
feminist  bookstores,  since  feminists  recognize  that  these  books  are 
oppressive  to  women.)  The  issue  is  not  censorship;  the  issue  is  racism. 
Feminists  must  make  a choice  either  to  respect  Indian  political  and 
spiritual  autonomy,  or  to  promote  materials  that  are  fundamentally  racist 
under  the  guise  of  "freedom  of  speech." 

Respecting  the  integrity  of  Native  people  and  their  spirituality  does 
not  mean  that  there  can  never  be  cross-cultural  sharing.  Flowever,  such  a 
sharing  should  take  place  in  a way  that  is  respectful  to  Indian  people. 

The  way  to  be  respectful  is  for  non-Indians  to  become  involved  in  our 
political  struggles  and  to  develop  an  on-going  relation  with  Indian 
COMMUNITIES  based  on  trust  and  mutual  respect.  When  this  happens,  Indian 
people  may  invite  a non-Indian  to  take  part  in  a ceremony,  but  it  will  be 
on  Indian  terms. 

I hesitate  to  say  this  much  about  cross-cultural  sharing  however, 
because  many  white  people  take  this  to  mean  that  they  can  join  in  our 
struggles  solely  for  the  purpose  of  being  invited  to  ceremonies.  If  this 
does  not  occur,  they  feel  that  Indians  have  somehow  unfairly  withheld 
spiritual  teachings  from  them.  We  are  expected  to  pay  the  price  in 
spiritual  exploitation  in  order  to  gain  allies  in  our  political  struggles. 

When  non-Indians  say  they  will  help  us,  but  only  on  their  terms,  that 
is  not  help  - that  is  blackmail.  We  are  not  obligated  to  teach  anyone 
about  our  spirituality.  It  is  our  choice  if  we  want  to  share  with  people 
who  we  think  will  be  respectful.  It  is  white  people  who  owe  it  to  us  to 
fight  for  our  survival,  since  they  are  living  on  the  land  for  which  our 
people  were  murdered. 

It  is  also  important  for  non-Indians  to  build  relationships  with 
Indian  communities,  rather  than  with  specific  individuals.  Many 
non-Indians  express  their  confusion  about  knowing  who  is  and  who  is  not  a 
legitimate  spiritual  teacher.  The  only  way  for  non-Indians  to  know  who 
legitimate  teachers  are  is  to  develop  ongoing  relationships  with  Indian 
COMMUNITIES.  When  they  know  the  community,  they  will  learn  who  the 
community  respects  as  its  spiritual  leaders.  This  is  a process  that  takes 
time. 

Unfortunately,  many  white  feminists  do  not  want  to  take  this  time  in 
their  quest  for  instant  spirituality.  Profit-making  often  gets  in  the  way 
of  true  sisterhood.  Flowever,  white  feminists  should  know  that  as  long  as 
they  take  part  in  Indian  spiritual  abuse,  either  by  being  consumers  of  it 
or  by  refusing  to  take  a stand  on  it,  Indian  women  will  consider  white 
"feminists"  to  be  nothing  more  than  agents  in  the  genocide  of  their 
people. 

OUR  SPIRITUALITY  IS  NOT  FOR  SALE! 

"RE : Newager  Article"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Ian  1998  02:04:23  -0800 
From:  dAVe  burlingame  <davidb@spl.lib.wa.us> 

Sub j : Newager  article... 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

Date:  Wed,  12  Dun  1996  22:19:48  -0800  (PST) 

> Now  I feel  like  I should  jump  in,  I'm  also  26,  but  a newbee,  and  a little 

> lost  in  the  jargon.  What  is  the  New  Ager.  I have  tried  to  decipher  this 

> through  the  posts  but 

Hopefully,  you've  been  reading  what  we've  had  to  say  about  the 


Wannabes.  Well,  they  are  not  the  worst  of  the  lot.  NewAgers  are  far 
more  dangerous.  Instead  of  being  ignorantly  curious,  the  NAger  seeks  to 
keep  the  NA  under  his  thumb.  It  is  a whole  new  kind  of  racism,  and  it 
works  a little  like  this... 

NewAgers  are  referred  to  as  a collective  not  because  they  all  share  the 
same  beliefs  (they  don't),  but  because  their  crimes  all  fit  an 
all-too-familiar  pattern,  easily  identifiable,  yet  constantly  frustrating. 

What  happens  is  that  the  NAger  finds  different  things  in  different  NA 
"systems"  appealing,  and  tries  to  incorporate  these  different  things  into 
something  new,  something  bastardized  and  hideous.  We  are  treated  as 
one  homogeneous  (sp)  amalgamation:  One  Indian  Did  It,  So  They  All  Must 
Have.  Gone  are  the  idiosyncrasies  that  make  one  Tribe  unique  from 
all  others.  Gone  is  the  respect  for  the  Indian  as  individual,  as 
thinking,  breathing,  living,  unconquered  Human  Being.  Gone  is  the  honest 
respect  and  regard  for  the  self,  the  land.  It  is  absolutely  genocidal  in 
its  utter  disrespect  for  the  people  who  regarded  these  stolen  objects, 
artifacts,  and  ceremonies  as  sacred.  All  we  are,  all  we  ever  were,  all 
our  that  Elders  fought  for,  all  that  our  Grandmothers  and  Grandfathers  died 
for,  have  become  mere  curiosities  to  a group  of  seriously  misguided  people 
who  want  things  for  themselves,  who  believe  that  trodding  upon  the  bodies 
and  beliefs  of  others  will  somehow  provide  them  with  personal  salvation. 

There  is  NOTHING  in  any  NA  "system"  that  is  meant  to  be  taken  by  others. 
Ever.  The  reason  such  common  things  exist  across  our  Tribes  and  our  Land 
is  we  had  received  these  gift  from  our  Creator,  and  the  Grandfathers  who 
had  received  these  gifts  saw  fit  to  pass  them  to  their  families,  and 
across  Tribal  "boundaries."  They  didn't  set  up  shops  and  sell  crystals, 
they  didn't  build  such  a thing  as  a dreamcatcher  out  of  metal  and  attach 
a tag  to  it  reading  "Crafted  by  Moonflower."  NAs  (and  I'm  awful  close  to 
romanticizing  here)  labored  for  their  people  and  their  land,  because  they 
realized  that  in  doing  so  they  would  themselves  be  taken  care  of.  More 
than  any  modern  system,  it  was  a society  that  worked,  that  thrived,  that 
knew  its  place  and  harbored  no  illusions  of  global  conquest. 

After  they  have  stolen  from  us  (if  they  ever  do  STOP  stealing),  they 
step  further  into  the  abyss  by  telling  us  what  our  ceremonies  mean,  and 
treating  those  ceremonies  (and  objects,  artifacts,  etc.)  as  commodities, 
charging  admission  fees.  Lately  on  this  list,  we've  all  had  to  endure 
postings  regarding  "real  Native  American"  dance  classes  and  "Authentic 
Injun  Peace  Pipes  ($150)"  and  other  unspeakable  atrocities.  We  are 
bought,  sold,  and  traded  as  antiquities,  as  noble  warriors,  as 
anachronistic  savages. 

The  bottom  line  is  this:  the  "religion"  of  NAgers  is  nothing  but  an 
illusion,  a dangerous  lie  built  on  the  bones  of  the  Grandfathers . By 
taking  a piece  from  the  Lakota,  another  from  the  Cherokee,  etc.,  the 
NAgers  show  they  have  no  regard  for  the  people,  cultures,  or  lands  from 
which  they  steal.  The  first  outsiders  tried  to  kill  us  by  taking  our 
land  and  usurping  our  resources;  NewAgers  seek  to  kill  us  by  stealing  our 
spirituality  in  hopes  that  doing  so  will  provide  them  with  a sense  of 
purpose.  There  is  no  honor  in  what  they  do,  they  have  no  sense  of 
history  regarding  whatever  they  choose  to  steal.  They  are  grave  robbers, 
they  are  rapists,  they  are  murderers.  And  sometimes,  even  these  words 
are  not  strong  enough. 

Please  understand,  there  is  much  anger  in  our  communities  because  of  the 
neverending  threats  to  the  Ways  we  try  to  live.  This  anger  will  not  go 
away  because  "there  will  always  be  someone  who  does  these  kinds  of 
things."  The  attitude  of  NewAgers  is  not  something  we  choose  to  live  with 
and  ignore.  It  is  something  that  will  always  pain  us  as  long  as  it 
exists,  and  we  will  not  be  at  peace  with  them  until  they  cease  their 
practices . 

NOTE:  I do  not  pretend  to  speak  for  anyone  but  myself,  so  I do  apologize 
if  I appear  to  be  doing  otherwise. 

I hope  I have  begun  to  answer  your  question... 

These  are  my  words. 

All  My  Relations, 
dAVe 
\\  | // 
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Sub j : Native  American  prisoner 

Dear  lanet. 

At  the  request  of  a Native  American  prisoner  with  whom  I have  been 
corresponding,  I would  like  to  add  his  cousin  to  your  penpal  list.  I 'm 
not  sure  of  his  tribal  affiliation.  My  friend,  since  released 
(thankfu 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw,  Nat-Film  & 
FOL-L  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native; 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/6181/release.html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to  a 


.doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


One  of  the  teachings  of  our  old  people  was  that  we  shared.  We  shared 
and  we  gave.  It  was  never  easy,  but  we  always  gave  thanks  for  the 
things  we  had.  We  still  do  that.  Especially,  when  young  men  do 
traditional  things,  old  things.  I feel  good  when  my  nephews  come  and 


bring  me  a hindquarter  of  deer  or 
of  huckleberries . " 

_ Horace  Axtell,  Nez  Perce 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  \ 

\ so  that  my  forefathers  f 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


lk.  Other  people  bring  me  a jar 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  week  I read  with  disbelief  a post  questioning  the  integrity  of  a 
Lakota  Elder  who  has  devoted  her  entire  life  to  the  People.  I have  spoken 
before  against  the  careless  barking  of  dogs.  Now,  I must  challenge  anyone 
who  will  dare  to  speak  against  _any_  elder.  Before  the  first  word  is 
typed  or  spoken  ask  first,  "What  more  have  I done  for  the  People?". 

Make  damn  sure  of  your  answer. 
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As  I pointed  out  during  the  winter  months  when  this  space  was  devoted  to 
providing  contacts  for  those  who  wished  to  help  others  with  needs  on  the 
reservations . . . 

THE  NEED  NEVER  ENDS.  IT  IS  ONLY  MADE  WORSE  BY  THE  DEMANDS  OF  WINTER. 

The  following  post  was  received  this  week.  What  it  doesn't  include  is  a 
sad  background.  Standing  Rock  has  been  so  desolate  that  many  youth  have 
committed  suicide. 

Date:  Thu,  19  Feb  1998  17:16:27  -0500 

From:  Morning  Star  <mornstar@bellatlantic . net> 

Sub j : REQUEST  FOR  DONATIONS  OF  FOOD  AND  CLOTHING,  ETC. 

For  everyone  who  has  expressed  their  concern  and  interest  for  the  youth 
in  Standing  Rock,  I am  respectfully  requesting  any  donations  of  food, 
clothing,  and  blankets  to  be  sent  to  the  address  given  below.  There  is 
urgent  need  for  food.  Even  if  you  can  only  send  1 can  of  soup,  stew, 
veggies;  or  cereals,  etc.  it  would  be  most  appreciated. 

PLEASE  DO  NOT  SEND  MONEY  at  this  time.  We  are  currently  working  with  a 
bank  to  set  up  a relief  account  and  I will  post  the  information  when  it 
is  finalized. 

ADDRESS  FOR  FOOD  & CLOTHING,  ETC.  : 

Helmina  Makes  Him  First 
P.0.  Box  53 

Little  Eagle,  SD  57639 

Thank  you  for  your  support  in  this  effort. 

Kathy  Morning  Star 
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Many  of  you  know  the  good  things  Clay  Watson  has  done  for  many  of  the 
elders  in  Montana  and  South  Dakota,  and  may  have  heard  the  old  Ford 


truck  he  used  to  deliver  clothing  and  food  finally  blew  the  engine. 

He  send  word  he  has  found  a motor  and  has  the  truck  ready  to  go  again, 
but  is  seriously  strapped  for  the  cash  to  pay  for  the  repairs. 

Here's  a note  from  Clay.  If  you  want  to  help,  I am  sure  he  would 
welcome  any  assistance. 

Date:  Sat,  21  Feb  1998  21:37:10  EST 
From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Sub j : Truck 

Gary, 

I need  $800.00  for  the  work  to  convert  from  a 6 cylinder  300  Cl  Ford 
engine  to  a 400  Cubic  Inch  in  the  big  18  foot  box  truck.  I have  the  400. 

or 

A rebuilt  or  low  mileage  ford  6 cylinder  300  cubic  inch  Ford  engine. 

I just  plain  wore  it  out  with  so  many  trips  to  the  reservations . 

The  conversion  work  would  be  done  by  the  1-25  Truck  Center  in  Fort  Collins, 
Colorado  forty  miles  south  of  here. 

Pioneer  Industries 
Clay  Watson 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001-3246 
(307)  778-7860 
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Date:  Mon,  23  Feb  1998  00:36:02  -0600 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@northernnet . com> 

Sub j : Passing  of  Elder 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

White  Earth  elder  Frances  Keahna  of  Naytahwaush  passed  away  on  Sunday, 
February  15.  She  was  92.  Keahna's  hand  woven  baskets  earned  an 
international  reputation  for  their  delicate  and  graceful  artistry.  They  are 
featured  in  museums  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Puerto  Rico,  and  Ireland.  She  was 
known  for  her  black-ash  baskets,  which  were  hand-hewn  from  the  growth  rings 
of  the  black  ash  trees.  In  her  80s  and  90s  she  taught  basketry  at  Bemidji 
State  University  and  other  colleges  and  elementary  schools 
>> > 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource 
Center  "Vets  Helping  Vets" 


Date:  Mon,  23  Feb  1998  09:14:49  EST 
From:  3swordy@aol.com 
Sub j : Rod  Whited 

Rod  Whited,  known  by  many  in  Native  American  circles  and  on  the  Internet 
as  Eagle  Feather,  began  his  journey  to  the  spirit  world  early  Sunday 
morning,  Feb.  22. 

Rod  had  suffered  a severe  stroke  Friday  afternoon,  Feb.  20.  he  was  48 
years  old. 

He  worked  as  a photo  editor  for  The  Huntsville  Times  in  Huntsville,  Ala. 
Friends  and  colleagues  of  Rod's  remember  him  as  a photographer  who 
passionately  loved  his  profession. 

He  died  in  a local  hospital. 

"Rod  was  a gentle  spirit  who  understood  and  appreciated  the  South  and  its 
people,"  said  Times  Managing  Editor  Melinda  loiner.  ''He  photographed  both 
with  his  heart. 

"There  wasn't  a bit  of  condescension  or  phoniness  in  him,  and  that's  what 
made  his  work  so  pure  and  so  profound.  It's  also  what  made  him  such  a 
comfort  to  work  with,"  she  said.  "We  at  The  Times  will  miss  his  creativity, 
his  sound  artistic  judgment  and  his  uncommonly  good  common  sense." 

Longtime  Times  columnist  Bill  Easterling  said  he  will  always  remember  the 
passion  Whited  "put  into  almost  everything"  whether  it  was  talking  about  the 
family  he  loved  so  well,  taking  pictures  for  The  Times  or  fussing  about  how 
stressful  his  job  of  being  photo  editor  was. 


"Rod  was  more  than  just  a photographer  who  shot  wonderful  pictures  of  some 
of  the  people  I wrote  about.  He  was  my  friend.  His  death  is  a tragic,  tragic 
loss,"  Easterling  said. 

Whited  joined  The  Times  in  October  1974  after  working  for  the  Hattiesburg 
(Miss.)  Press  and  the  Columbus  (Ga.)  Ledger-Enquirer . 

He  was  promoted  to  chief  photographer  of  The  Times  in  1979.  He  continued 
working  at  the  paper  until  leaving  for  several  years  in  the  late  1980s  to 
manage  Huntsville  Gym,  which  he  owned  from  1982  to  1994. 

After  returning  to  The  Times,  Whited  was  named  photo  editor  in  May  1995. 

He  managed  the  seven-member  Times  photo  department  as  well  as  the  paper's 
three-member  graphics  staff. 

He  won  numerous  statewide  photo  awards,  including  first-place  awards  from 
the  Associated  Press,  the  Alabama  and  Georgia  Associated  Press  associations 
and  the  Sigma  Delta  Chi  professional  journalism  fraternity. 

Aside  from  his  daily  news  photo  responsibilities,  Whited  pursued  many 
personal  interests  with  his  camera,  including  documenting  fading  rural 
lifestyles  in  North  Alabama. 

A native  of  Cleveland,  Ala.,  Whited  graduated  from  Snead  State  Junior 
College  and  Jacksonville  State  University  with  a degree  in  biology. 

Whited,  who  was  predeceased  by  a daughter,  Elizabeth  Ann  Whited,  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Denise  Miller  Whited;  a son,  Charles  Edward  Ellison 
Whited;  and  two  daughters,  Victoria  Pearl  Whited  and  Samantha  Ella  Whited, 
all  of  Lacey's  Spring;  his  parents.  Ward  and  Lottie  Whited  of  Oneonta;  and 
two  brothers  and  two  sisters. 

The  funeral  was  held  Tuesday,  Feb.  24,  at  St.  Thomas  Episcopal  Church, 
Huntsville.  Burial  was  in  Dailey's  Chapel  Cemetery  in  Blount  County. 

Visitation  will  be  today  from  6 to  8 p.m.  at  St.  Thomas  Episcopal  Church. 

Whited  was  a member  of  St.  Thomas  Episcopal  Church,  the  New  Canaan  Baptist 
Church  Sunday  School  and  the  Good  Medicine  Society  (the  study  of  Native 
American  culture  and  herbal  medicines) . 

New  Canaan  Baptist  Church  has  established  a fund  at  Region's  Bank  in 
Huntsville  for  Whited's  children.  Donations  may  be  made  to:  Whited  Children's 
College  Fund. 


Date:  Mon,  23  Feb  1998  12:18:00  EST 
From:  Jswordy@aol.com 
Sub j : Re:  Rod  Whited 

Perhaps  there  will  be  a spot  in  your  e-zine  for  this  short  tribute  I worte 
about  Rod. 

Pilamaya . 

Toksa  ake.  Kola! 

Jim 


There's  just  no  way  I can  get  over  the  feeling  that  the  crossing  over  of 
Rod  Whited  at  age  48  on  Sunday,  Feb.  22,  means  the  loss  of  not  just  the 
man  in  his  physical  robe,  but  of  another  connection  to  the  beauty  of 
living  in  uncluttered  simplicity. 

Most  people  who  communicated  with  Rod  on-line  knew  his  gentle 
personality  and  his  caring  about  environmental  and  Native  American  issues, 
but  they  never  knew  the  equipment  he  used  to  get  his  messages  read. 

Rod  was  a die-hard  Tandy  man,  steadfastly  sticking  to  his  obsolete  Tandy 
laptop  computers  like  Velcro.  He  had  five  or  six  of  the  old  100  and  200 
models,  bulletproof  but  memory-limited. 

"All  I need  is  the  text,"  he'd  say  with  a gleam  in  his  eye  and  a smile 
as  he  set  up  one  of  his  antiquated  wonders  on  his  desk  at  work.  "Who 
needs  all  those  graphics,  anyway?  All  you're  gonna  do  is  read  it." 

Rod's  crowning  achievement,  the  highpoint  in  his  decidedly  low-tech 
computer  approach,  came  when  he  pored  over  ads  and  on-line  offerings  in  a 
search  for  a modem  to  work  with  his  little  Tandy  buddies. 

It  wasn't  just  the  right  modem  Rod  sought,  it  was  the  right  modem  at  the 
right  price.  And  he  sifted  through  the  advertisements  like  a bloodhound  on 
the  trail.  Finally,  one  day  a small  box  arrived  for  him. 

"I've  got  it,  I've  got  it!"  he  exclaimed  in  his  Southern  drawl, 
beaming.  "I  got  me  a brand  new  modem  for  my  Tandy.  And  you  know  what  it 


cost  me?  Nineteen  ninety-five!" 

He  chased  down  one  high-tech  computer  wiz  after  another  at  The  Huntsville 
Times,  the  Alabama  newspaper  where  we  worked  together.  He  waved  them  over 
to  his  desk,  ensnared  them  as  they  casually  passed  by,  and  each  time  he'd 
cackle  with  glee.  Then  he'd  launch  into  the  story,  starting  with  the  search, 
then  the  chase,  and  then  the  capture. 

It  always  ended  the  same  way  --  "And  you  know  what  it  cost  me?  Nineteen 
ninety-five ! " 

And  that's  what  I learned  most  from  sharing  a part  of  the  life  of  Rod 
Whited:  The  hearty  enjoyment  of  the  simplest  things.  The  beauty  there.  And 
how  it  is  worth  preserving. 

--  Dim  Steele 
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A book  worth  reading: 

Date:  Thu,  19  Feb  1998  08:56:13  -0500 
From:  Dordan  S Dill  <jsd@SOVER.NET> 

Sub j : Wounded  Knee  Airlift 

Am  delighted  to  announce  a new  site  whereby  you  can  access  some 
"Memories  of  the  Wounded  Knee  Airlift"  written  by  Larry  Levin  expressly 
for  the  Lakota  Student  Alliance. . .this  recollection  can  be  accessed  at 
<http://www.dickshovel.com/lsa7.html>. . .some  excerpts  are  below: 

"It  was  bitterly  cold  that  early  April  morning  in  1973.  We  had  taken  off 
from  Rapid  City  well  before  dawn.  Our  original  plan  was  to  land  in  Hot 
Springs,  remove  the  rear  doors  from  the  three  big  Cherokee  aircraft  we 
were  flying,  and  then  head  for  Wounded  Knee  at  tree-top  level,  ready  to 
air  drop  two  thousand  pounds  of  food  and  supplies  to  its  heroic  defenders. 

"But  we  had  a lucky  break  at  the  Rapid  airport.  The  control  tower  was 
still  closed  in  the  pre-dawn  hours.  That  meant  that  no  one  was  watching 
us  closely.  On  the  spur  of  the  moment,  as  we  taxied  to  the  far  end  of  the 
runway  to  prepare  for  takeoff,  we  decided  to  remove  the  rear  doors  then 
and  there.  I ran  around  to  the  side  of  my  plane  and  removed  the  bolts  and 
then  the  door  itself,  throwing  it  back  inside  the  plane,  while  the  others 
did  the  same  to  their  Cherokees.  We  took  off  into  the  clear  night  air.  We 
had  eliminated  the  need  for  a potentially  risky  landing  at  Hot  Springs, 
which  was  probably  heavily  patrolled  because  of  its  proximity  to  the  front 
lines.  We  were  now  ready  to  let  the  defenders  of  Wounded  Knee  know  that 
they  were  not  alone  and  had  not  been  forgotten." 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

3.1.1975  Martin  Montileaux  - killed  in  a Scenic,  S.D.  bar.  AIM  leader 
Richard  Marshall  later  framed  for  his  murder.  Russell  Means 
also  charged  and  acquitted. 

3.1.1976  Hobart  Horse  - AIM  member  beaten,  shot,  and  repeatedly  run 
over  with  automobile  at  Sharp's  Corners. 

No  investigation. 

REMINDER:  February  27  marks  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  re-occupation 
of  Wounded  Knee.  Remember  those  who  took  a stand  against 
the  tyranny  of  the  US  Government  and  the  GOONs,  and  for 
religious  freedom. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 
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gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


Fax:  770-528-9643 
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"RE : Peltier  Medical  Emergency"  - 

Date:  Mon,  23  Feb  1998  21:36:31  -0500  (EST) 
From:  cdumas  <cdumas@top. monad. net> 

Sub j : Peltier  Medical  Emergency 

UUCP  email 


Gary:  The  Leonard  Peltier  office  asked  me  to  E-mail  you  because  their 
computer  was  sabotaged.  It  is  very  important  that  this  medical  update 
be  released.  Please  E-mail  us  and  let  us  know  that  you  will  include 
this  in  your  next  Wotanging  Ikche  Newsletter. 

Injuh,  Santos  Hawk's  Blood 
"-Medical  Update 

LETTERS  ARE  URGENTLY  NEEDED 

Leonard  Peltier's  medical  condition  is  serious  and  can  only  worsen  as 
time  goes  on.  Prison  authorities  continue  to  stall  refusing  him  to 
access  to  specialized  and  independent  medical  diagnosis  and  treatment. 
Following  the  torturous  and  life  threatening  experiences  at  Springfield 
Medical  Center  during  1966  Leonard  is  holding  fast  - refusing  treatment 
and  surgery  by  prison-appointed  medical  staff.  He  is  suffering 
tremendously  with  severe  headaches  from  his  jawj  that  can  not  close 
with  a permanent  1/2  inch  space  between  his  upper  and  lower  teeth.  He 
has  to  mash  his  food  in  order  to  eat,  and  the  prison  doesn't 
accommodate  to  his  diet.  This  has  been  going  one  for  more  than  a year 
and  1/2. 

Dr.  Eugne  Keller  a medical  specialist  in  oral  and  maxillofacial 
surgery  at  the  renowned  Mayo  clinic  in  Rochester,  Minnesota,  has  agreed 
to  take  Leonard  as  a patient  and  has  written  directly  to  the  prison 
Warden  of  Leavenworth  Prison.  To  date.  Dr.  Keller  has  not  received  an 
answer.  In  the  past  Federal  prisoners  have  been  transferred  from  the 
Federal  Medical  Facility  in  Rochester,  MN  and  sent  to  Mayo  Clinic  for 
treatment . 

Meanwhile,  we  have  found  out  that  Leonard  does  NOT  have  any  strain 
of  hepatitis  virus,  sometime  ago  a physician's  assistant  told  him  that 
test  done  months  prior  had  been  "miss  read"  by  the  doctor  who  informed 
Leonard  that  he  was  in  fairly  good  health.  This  physician's  assistant 
insisted  that  Leonard  had  hepatitis  B and  told  him  that  the  disease  was 
untreatable  and  would  eventually  kill  him.  This  caused  Leonard  a great 
deal  of  mental  and  emotional  anguish.  NO  new  blood  test  was  ordered  at 
that  time. 

Due  to  a tremendous  amount  of  pressure  by  concerned  citizens,  a 
new  blood  test  was  finally  ordered  and  concluded  that  Leonard  DOES  NOT 
have  Hepatitis  B.  This  situation  is  a reminder  that  prison  staff 
continue  to  torture  and  harass  him  with  false  information." 


RE:  Letters  from  Dineh  Elders 


Date:  Mon,  16  Feb  1998  16:50:46  -0600 
From:  redorman@theofficenet.com 
Sub j : Letters  from  Dineh  elders 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

-From  BIGMTLIST 

Please  read  all  the  following  letters.  They  not  only  are  thankyous  to  the 
NGOs  and  supporters  and  Mr.  Amor,  but  also  describe  the  attempted  (and  even 
ongoing)  sabotage  of  the  Amor  meeting  and  the  efforts  of  the  Dineh  to  regain 
their  human  rights  and  their  land.  Those  dealing  with  IITC,  Andrea  Carmen, 
and  Kee  Watchman  should  take  heed. 


To:  Non-Governmental  Organizations 
From:  Carlos  Begay,  Sr.  - Black  Mesa,  AZ 
Date:  February  12,  1998 

I am  writing  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  the  United  Nation's  Special 
Rapporteur  Mr.  Abdelfattah  Amor,  the  United  Methodist  Church,  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  and  all  other  organizations  which  came  together  to 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Dine  People  on  February  3 in  the  hogan  of  my  mother, 
Glenna  Begay. 

Most  particularly  I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Amor  himself,  in  the  decision  to 
come  directly  to  the  People  here  on  the  land  he  was  able  to  hear  not  only 
our  own  voices  but  also  the  unique  and  precious  voice  of  the  land  herself; 
we,  the  traditional  Dine,  feel  much  blessed  by  his  sensitivity  and  respect 
for  our  land  and  religion  and  culture,  which  are  one  and  the  same  in  our 
hearts,  and  are  grateful  for  the  opportunity  afforded  to  speak  our  truth 
in  such  an  atmosphere  of  focused  intent  and  harmony. 

Additionally,  on  behalf  of  myself  and  my  mother,  who  was  honored  to  host 
this  meeting  in  our  own  family's'  hogan,  as  well  as  the  many  traditional 
elders  and  matriarchs  who  came  to  speak  with  Mr.  Amor  and  the  accompanying 
NGO's,  we  wish  to  extend  our  personal  thanks  to  all  the  NGO's  who  set 
aside  so  much  time  to  travel  to  our  homeland  and  meet  with  so  many  of  us, 
and  see  for  themselves  our  circumstances  here.  For  many  years  now  we  have 
been  telling  people  what  is  going  on  here,  and  for  so  many  organizations 
to  witness  this  firsthand  with  their  own  eyes  is,  to  us,  a landmark  event 
that  brings  us  much  hope  for  the  possibilities  of  the  future.  We  are 
grateful . 

There  are  many  others  to  thank,  and  there  is  much  to  be  said  about  the 
beauty  and  blessings  which  took  place  in  my  mother's  hogan  that  day;  yet  I 
must  now  speak  of  matters  which  are  weighing  heavily  on  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  the  People,  in  hope  that  clarity  may  be  brought  to  the  confusion 
and  chaos  which  has  been  perpetrated  by  the  vile  words  and  actions  of  an 
isolated  few,  and  now  jeopardizes  all  that  so  many  have  worked  so  long  and 
so  hard  for. 

I am  speaking  of  the  Carmen  of  IITC  Alaska,  of  Mr.  Amor  and  the  NGO  van; 
completely  without  the  approval  or  foreknowledge  of  the  traditional  Dine, 
who  were  waiting  at  the  hogan  of  Glenna  Begay  to  receive  Mr.  Amor  as 
planned,  Kee  Watchman  all  but  abducted  Mr.  Amor,  taking  him  to  his  own 
home  to  meet  with  a group  including  several  Tribal  officials,  thereby 
stealing  precious  hours  from  the  Dine  whose  voices  have  ached  for  so  long 
to  be  heard.  As  was  stressed  continuously  to  all  concerned  in  the  weeks 
preceding  Mr.  Amor's  visit,  this  meeting  was  to  be  between  Mr.  Amor  and 
the  Dine  People,  with  the  presence  of  the  NGO's  to  observe  and  witness  the 
proceedings;  NOT  the  Tribal  government,  which  has  opportunities  and 
resources  to  make  themselves  heard  which  are  not  available  to  the  People. 

This  was  our  time  to  tell  our  truth,  an  opportunity  which  we  have  worked 
many  years  for.  While  there  were  tentative  plans,  contingent  on  weather 
and  road  conditions,  for  Mr.  Amor  to  visit  a sacred  site  in  the  company  of 
Kee  Watchman,  in  fact  Kee  drove  right  by  this  site  without  pause  and 
instead  went  directly  to  his  own  home,  where  Tribal  officials  were  waiting. 
Also  Kee  drove  right  past  the  home  of  Glenna  Begay,  where  more  than  200 
people  were  waiting  as  planned  to  speak  with  Mr.  Amor.  Kee  Watchman  and  I 
belong  to  the  same  clan,  and  my  mothers'  grandmother  and  his  grandmother 
were  sisters;  also,  my  father,  Teddy  Begay  Sr.,  and  Kee  went  many  times  to 


Geneva  in  the  past  15  yeans  to  speak  and  raise  UN  awareness  of  our 
struggles.  Because  of  this  close  family  tie  that  exists,  when  there  was 
talk  indicating  that  perhaps  Kee,  with  the  encouragement  of  Andrea  Carmen 
at  IITC,  was  going  in  a direction  not  in  alignment  with  our  own  evolving 
plan-by-consensus,  in  the  past  several  weeks  I myself  went  numerous  times 
to  meet  with  Kee,  in  order  to  affirm  and  stress  the  imperative-ness  of 
solidarity  in  all  arrangements  being  made  for  Mr.  Amor's  visit.  Also  I was 
accompanied  numerous  times  by  Ms.  Marsha  Monestersky,  whose  has  tirelessly 
worked  hand-in-hand  with  the  Traditional  people  throughout  all 
preparations;  also  I went  in  the  company  of  such  Dine  Elders  as  Roberta 
Blackgoat,  Katherine  Smith,  and  my  own  mother,  Glenna  Begay. 

Kee  continuously  assured  us  that  he  "supported  us  100%",  that  he  was 
praying  for  us  and  that  he  understood  that  all  arrangements  must  be  made 
through  a consensus  of  the  People  in  order  that  the  People  would  be  truly 
represented  at  this  historic  meeting  which  was  to  take  place  at  the  hogan 
of  Glenna  Begay;  no  other  meeting  site  was  ever  discussed  or  authorized  by 
the  People.  IITC  and  Andrea  Carmen  specifically  were  respectfully  and 
firmly  reminded,  by  myself  and  others,  that  while  they  were  welcome  to  be 
present  among  the  NGO's  who  came  to  show  their  support  and  witness  this 
historic  meeting,  all  arrangements  must  be  made  by  and  with  the  consensus 
of  the  People  themselves,  and  no  interference  with  or  undermining  of  these 
efforts  would  be  tolerated.  Her  deliberate  manipulation  of  events  greatly 
jeopardizes  the  efforts  of  all  the  Dine  People  who  came  together  in  such 
harmony  and  united  focus  at  the  hogan  of  Glenna  Begay,  and  her  behavior  is 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  express  wishes  and  hopes  of  the  Dine  People; 
her  actions,  as  well  as  those  of  Kee  Watch-man,  are  considered  no  less 
than  willful  sabotage.  At  this  time,  meetings  are  being  arranged  and 
conducted  in  the  traditional  Dine  communities  to  determine  what  actions 
must  be  taken  in  response  to  these  betrayals,  and  when  consensus  is 
reached  the  NGO's  will  be  informed  as  to  what  decisions  are  made. 

(Note:  Editor  excluded  one  paragraph  here  in  order  not  to  endanger  an 
Elder) 

For  my  part,  I am  not  able  press  strongly  enough  that,  without  the 
tireless  efforts  and  dedication  of  Ms.  Monestersky,  working  at  all  times 
on  behalf  and  with  the  support  of  the  traditional  Dine,  this  meeting  that 
we  have  hoped  for  so  long  would  never  have  become  a reality.  To  speak 
against  her  is  to  speak  against  the  People  themselves,  and  the  vicious 
efforts  of  an  isolated  few  to  discredit  her  is  repulsive  to  us,  all  the 
Dine  who  stood  together  in  harmony  at  the  hogan  of  Glenna  Begay  to  bring 
our  truth  to  Mr.  Amor.  Ms.  Monestersky  stood  with  us  then,  as  she  has 
stood  with  as  through  so  much  else;  and  we,  the  traditional  Dine,  now 
stand  together  firmly  in  support  of  her  and  her  continued  presence  in  all 
aspects  of  our  struggle. 

Despite  the  glory-seeking,  the  self-serving  efforts  of  those  few  whose 
actions  seek  to  undermine  the  integrity  and  truth  present  in  the  efforts 
of  the  traditional  Dine,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  OUR  TRUTH  WAS  HEARD. 
Mr.  Amor  and  the  NGO's  present  in  my  mothers'  hogan  heard  many  of  us,  and 
witnessed  for  themselves  the  sufferings,  sorrows,  struggles  and  hopes  of 
the  People.  It  is  my  deepest  hope  that  it  is  that  truth  which  will  be 
remembered,  and  that  the  seeds  planted  at  that  meeting  will  have 
opportunity  to  flourish  and  grow.  The  traditional  Dine,  our  most  respected 
allies  such  as  Ms.  Monestersky,  and  your  own  organizations  all  united  in 
the  effort  to  bring  our  truth  before  the  world  community,  to  create  the 
real  possibility  of  justice  that  we  have  worked  so  hard  all  these  years 
for.  We  have  endured  much  in  our  long  struggle;  and  as  always  it  continues 
to  be  a struggle  to  ensure  that  truth  and  justice  will  prevail;  and  we 
will  not  give  up.  We  will  not  be  distracted.  We  will  not  rest  until  we  and 
our  beloved  land  are  free  to  live  in  beauty,  as  is  the  right  of  all 
peoples.  We  ask  for  your  continuing  patience  and  support  through  these 
struggles.  Together  we  have  already  accomplished  much,  and  there  is  much 
still  to  be  done. 

With  Deepest  Thanks, 

Sincerely, 

Carlos  W.  Begay  Sr. 

Organizers 
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To:  Non  Governmental  Organizations, 

Date:  February  8,  1998 

From:  Dohn  Benally,  Facilitator  for  Dineh/UN/NGO  visit,  spokesperson  from 
Big  Mountain  Community 

I support  the  NGOs,  definitely,  110%.  The  reason  why  is  because  I contact 
some  of  you  in  creating  an  Inter-faith  Coalition.  Being  a resister,  I 
never  get  help  from  any  organization.  But  you  are  the  people  I contact  and 
you  may  my  struggle  a little  bit  different.  It  makes  me  have  more  hope 
for  my  everyday  life  and  that  is  why  I support  you. 

International  Indian  Treaty  Council  (IITC)  don't  help  me.  They  don't 
even  help  me  with  paperwork  or  help  me  fight  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
(BIA) . That's  the  reason  I had  to  block  one  of  them,  Andrea  Carmen.  This 
is  the  people's  struggle,  not  IITC.  Sure  they  can  support  us  and  I thank 
them  for  whenever  they  support  us.  And  they  are  welcome  to  support  us  some 
more. 

I want  to  thank  the  NGOs  for  coming  out  and  listening  to  our  concerns. 

On  behalf  of  my  people  who  didn't  make  it  to  Glenna  Begay's,  on  behalf  of 
the  people  who  did,  I want  to  thank  you.  I also  want  to  tell  you  that  it 
was  the  Dineh  people  that  put  the  physical  work  into  the  preparation  of 
the  site,  the  local  people.  It  is  the  Dineh  people  that  did  it  themselves, 
the  cooking,  structural  preparation  and  strategy  for  this  location. 

As  you  are  aware,  I played  a major  role  in  this  event  and  also  served  as 
moderator.  This  event  was  to  honor  the  grassroots,  the  creation,  not 
credit,  "I  did  this".  It  represented  the  coming  together  of  a people  for 
an  understanding  and  ceremony,  in  a good  way. 

I wanted  the  NGOs  out  here,  not  just  physically  out  here,  but  to  share 
your  information  with  the  people.  IITC  never  did  that,  never  consulted 
before  sending  paperwork  out.  I want  to  clarify  that  Marsha  Monestersky 
helps  the  grassroots,  moving  the  paper.  We  don't  want  attacks  against  her. 
We  have  real  work  to  do.  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  our  right  arm.  The 
World  Council  of  Churches  is  our  left  arm  and  all  the  NGOs  our  strength. 

We  would  like  to  have  our  culture  back  that  was  about  about  30  years  ago, 
it  was  a really  tight  culture  then-all  these  things  distort  us, 
governmental  laws  and  laws  we're  affected  by. 

Our  long  term  strategy  is  to  have  our  own  life.  We  have  a life.  Let  us 
live.  We  don't  get  help  from  anywhere.  No  resource  of  any  kind  comes  to  us. 
We  are  always  denied.  We  don't  want  welfare,  government  commodity  food.  We 
don't  want  boarding  schools  run  by  the  BIA.  We  would  love  to  give  our 
grandmothers  a chance  to  say  something  to  the  next  generation,  the 
grandmothers,  grandfathers,  mothers,  fathers,  medicine  people,  youth,  have 
a chance  to  say  something.  That  kind  of  education.  Family  values.  It  all 
comes  from  the  hogan,  then  the  school  system.  That  way  we  probably 
decrease  a lot  of  gang  related  and  other  problems  caused  by  not  being  in 
contact  with  your  culture. 

We  want  housing  and  a place  where  grandchildren  can  be  with  their 
grandmas.  Gangs  happen  because  the  grandma  is  not  there.  And  young  learn 
how  to  chop  wood,  sheep,  spinning.  We  as  Dineh  need  to  set  goals  for 
supporters  and  how  to  do  service  to  support  us,  humbly,  so  we  are 
empowered.  We  need  your  help.  We  are  just  being  violated,  annihilated, 
terminated,  relocated.  Annihilated  is  already  there.  It  gives  us  problems, 
mental  illness,  relocation  syndrome  when  people  die  of  loneliness,  despair, 
alcohol,  suicide. 

We  are  being  gravely  disrespected,  mentally  abused.  It  causes  us  great 
emotional  distress,  people  die  of  stroke.  My  mom,  Alice  Benally  and  Alvin 
Clinton  who  just  died,  were  denied  the  right  to  be  buried  on  HPL.  Before 
1974  and  even  after  we  put  some  of  our  relatives  buried  in  our  homeland. 

The  government  forces  denial  of  our  relatives  at  our  own  home  burials.  We 
have  other  relatives  buried  in  Big  Mountain. 

Water,  we  don't  have  water  for  summer,  we  have  to  haul  water  for  our  use 
and  our  livestock.  Water  has  been  capped  off,  pumps  removed  by  BIA  and  BLM. 
There  is  so  much  suffering  among  my  people. 

Thank  you  for  helping  us, 

John  Benally 


Organizers 
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To:  Non  Governmental  Organizations 

From:  Bonnie  Whitesinger,  Spokesperson  from  Big  Mountain  Community, 

Black  Mesa 

Date:  February  8,  1998 

Re:  Thank  you  for  your  support 

I Bonnie  Whitesinger,  and  on  behalf  of  my  people,  appreciate  your  time 
with  the  peoples  on  the  land.  Your  presence  here  has  empowered  the 
affected  individuals  who  have  took  the  opportunity  to  teach  and  tell  their 
sacred  ways,  that  is  Religious  Beliefs.  Your  participation  of  NGOs  by  your 
numbers  and  billion  of  people  help  to  give  the  power  to  fulfill  the 
mandate  of  the  Special  Rapporteur.  We  honored  your  reputation,  status  and 
sensitivity  as  human  beings.  Thanks. 

I would  like  to  say  that  we,  the  traditional  peoples  of  the  Black  Mesa 
region  want  all  affected  areas  to  be  preserved-the  Religion  and  culture 
and  down  the  oral  traditions  that  is  threatened  with  extinction.  The 
Independent  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation.  Secondly,  we  need  the  Special 
Rapporteur  on  Displaced  Persons.  He  has  to  be  invited  to  experience  the 
pain  and  suffering  at  Black  Mesa.  We,  also  need  to  clarify  that  the 
paperwork  with  our  consultant,  Marsha  Monestersky  should  be  respected  for 
generous  work. 

Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Organizers 
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For  those  wishing  to  subscribe  to  BIGMTLIST,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com 
with  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header. 
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Navajo  President  Resigns  Under  Fire 
By  TIMOTHY  EGAN 
c . New  York  Times 
02/20/98 

Three  years  ago,  Albert  Hale  took  office  as  president  of  the  Navajo 
Nation,  promising  to  end  corruption  and  rancorous  internal  politics  at  a 
reservation  the  size  of  West  Virginia.  Thursday  he  resigned  under  fire  for 
personal  and  political  misdeeds,  and  apologized  to  the  quarter-million 
people  who  live  in  the  nation's  largest  American  Indian  reservation. 

"I  am  sorry  for  my  shortcomings  and  the  wrongs  I may  have  committed 
while  in  office,"  said  Hale,  addressing  the  tribe  in  English  and  Navajo  in 
a broadcast  over  the  tribal  radio  station.  "I  ask  for  your  forgiveness  and 
the  forgiveness  of  the  Holy  People." 

Hale,  a lawyer  and  one  of  a new  breed  of  American  Indian  leaders  who 
move  freely  from  White  House  meetings  to  U.N.  speeches,  was  one  of  the 
most  forceful  advocates  for  the  rights  of  tribes  as  nations  within  a 
nation.  He  had  recently  suggested  that  the  Navajo,  whose  12  million-acre 
reservation  touches  New  Mexico,  Utah  and  Arizona,  close  the  roads  into  the 
reservation  for  one  day  as  a demonstration  of  American  Indian  sovereignty. 

But  in  the  end,  he  was  facing  potential  criminal  charges  from  a special 
prosecutor  looking  into  allegations  that  he  misspent  tribal  money,  as  well 
as  accusations  by  his  former  wife  that  he  had  an  affair  while  in  office. 


Under  the  terms  of  his  resignation,  hammered  out  at  a late-night  meeting 
at  Navajo  headquarters  in  the  town  of  Window  Rock,  the  investigation  into 
the  funds  was  dropped. 

To  some  people,  Hale's  resignation  shows  that  the  politics  of  American 
Indian  Country  are  no  different  from  any  other  part  of  the  country,  except 
that  everything  is  magnified  by  family  links  and  overt  spirituality. 

"Albert  Hale  became  the  point  person  for  spreading  the  issue  of  Indian 
sovereignty  throughout  the  world,  and  he  was  quite  effective  at  it,"  said 
Dr.  Lee  Francis,  a Laguna  Pueblo  who  is  a professor  of  Native  American 
Studies  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico  at  Albuquerque.  "His  resignation 
says  to  us  throughout  Indian  Country  that  we  have  got  to  stop  shooting 
ourselves  in  the  foot." 

Hale  is  the  second  Navajo  leader  in  the  last  decade  to  resign  under  a 
cloud.  The  tribal  leader  from  two  terms  ago,  Peter  MacDonald,  was 
convicted  in  1992  of  bribery  and  conspiracy  charges  in  tribal  court  and 
sentenced  to  seven  years  in  jail. 

The  Navajo  have  twice  rejected  casino  gambling  and,  under  Hale,  had  been 
trying  to  build  tribal  businesses  while  taking  an  assertive  stance  on 
sovereignty. 

"He  was  a very  good  leader  on  sovereignty,"  said  Ron  Allen,  president  of 
the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  "on  trying  to  explain  to 
Congress  and  the  president  and  the  rest  of  the  world  that  we  are  Indian 
governments,  not  just  tribes." 

But  under  Hale,  unemployment  on  the  reservation  remained  near  30  percent, 
and  nearly  three  out  of  10  members  still  lived  in  homes  without  running 
water  or  electricity. 

"I  have  seen  a lot  of  suffering,"  Hale  said  after  being  elected 
president  in  1994.  "We  have  to  end  that." 

The  tribe  has  an  aggressive  newspaper.  The  Navajo  Times,  which  recently 
published  articles  about  Hale's  personal  life  and  about  the  alleged  misuse 
of  a tribal  credit  card.  After  the  articles  surfaced,  the  Navajo  attorney 
general  named  a special  prosecutor,  who  for  five  months  has  conducted  an 
investigation  into  allegations  that  Hale  improperly  charged  the  tribe  for 
more  than  $52,000  in  expenses  in  1995  and  1996.  The  special  prosecutor, 

Fred  C.  Smith,  a Santa  Fe  lawyer,  was  also  looking  into  complaints  that 
Hale  spent  tribal  money  on  the  woman  with  whom  his  wife  has  accused  him  of 
having  an  affair. 

Hale,  in  his  resignation  statement,  seemed  to  blame  political  factions 
for  his  downfall. 

"I  have  never  put  a cent  of  tribal  money  into  my  pocket,"  he  said.  "Yet, 
there  is  a continuing  vendetta  against  me  on  the  basis  of  my  expenses." 

He  said  he  was  resigning  to  spare  his  family  further  agony. 

But  Robert  E.  French,  director  of  the  Navajo  Nation  ethics  office,  said 
the  evidence  against  Hale  was  strong. 

"It  came  down  to  two  choices  for  him,"  French  said.  "He  could  agree  to 
the  charges  and  resign,  facing  no  further  investigation,  or  stay  in  office 
and  face  criminal  charges  by  the  special  prosecutor." 

In  his  statement  Thursday,  Hale  said  his  push  for  greater  sovereignty 
had  resulted  in  "new  respect  for  our  heritage  and  our  language"  both  on 
and  off  the  reservation. 

"In  the  future,"  he  said,  "the  corn  pollen  bag  and  the  law  school 
diploma  can  hang  side-by-side  on  an  office  wall." 

In  the  Navajo  tradition,  other  tribal  leaders  Thursday  offered  spiritual 
support  for  Hale. 

"Through  our  clan  system.  President  Hale  is  my  son,"  said  Kelsey  Begaye, 
speaker  of  the  88-member  Navajo  Nation  Council,  the  legislative  body  of 
the  tribe,  "and  we  all  know  as  parents  that  when  our  children  hurt,  we 
also  hurt  right  along  with  them.  At  this  time,  we  all  need  to  remember 
that  we  are  all  Navajo  brothers  and  sisters.  We  are  all  united." 

Hale  will  be  replaced  by  his  vice  president,  Thomas  Atcitty,  until  new 
elections  are  held. 

"RE : Perspective  on  the  Buffalo  Slaughter"  


Date:  Thu,  19  Feb  1998  00:40:31  -0600 


From:  "names  Horsley"  <jhorsley(a)fargocity.com> 

Sub  j : buffalo  slaughter 

UUCP  email 
Hi-- 

I would  like  to  see  your  publication  do  a news  story  on  a perspective  of 
the  buffalo  slaughter  that  I think  needs  telling. 

I am  highly  interested  in  the  effort  to  save  the  buffalo  from 
governmental  slaughter.  In  my  opinion  this  is  just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg, 
so  to  speak.  This  is  a continuation  of  the  United  States'  historical 
effort  to  subdue  the  Native  American  through  the  extermination  of  their 
traditional  food  supply,  the  buffalo. 

I have  done  a great  deal  of  study  about  the  plight  of  the  Indian  peoples 
and  I believe  my  research  and  insights  may  be  of  help.  I realize  this 
letter  is  somewhat  long,  but  it  is  the  result  of  several  years  of  work  on 
the  subject  and  is  a complex  problem.  I believe  the  operative  philosophy 
behind  the  slaughter  is  a root  cause  of  the  continued  oppression  of  the 
Native  American,  especially  the  Plains  Indians  tribes.  That  philosophy  is 
simply  this:  deny  guilt.  The  government  still  fears  the  Native  American 
because  it  knows  it  has  dealt  unjustly  with  these  people  and  will  not  face 
or  rectify  its  guilt.  In  the  case  of  the  Plains  Indians  it  knows  that 
even  though  its  crime  against  the  Native  American  occurred  over  100  years 
ago  it  will  not  go  away- -and  that  crime  is  that  it  committed  genocide 
against  the  Plains  Indians  (not  to  mention,  of  course,  other  tribes),  that 
it  stole  the  Great  Plains  from  the  tribes  (Indian  Territory- -the  Great 
Plains--was  originally  promised  to  the  Plains  Tribes  through  the  1851 
Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie  as  a preserve  for  buffalo  hunting)  and  that  it 
systematically  eliminated  the  buffalo  from  the  Great  Plains  to  wipe  out 
the  Indians'  food  supply  and  the  Indian  nations  that  depended  on  the  bison. 

You  can  see  this  philosophy  lurking  behind  such  terms  in  news  reports 
about  the  buffalo  "breaking  out"  of  Yellow  Stone.  That  rhetoric  hints 
that  the  buffalo  are  prisoners  of  Yellow  Stone.  Indeed,  they  are.  They 
are  being  kept  behind  bars  so  they  will  not  migrate,  so  they  will  not  cover 
the  Plains,  so  that  the  traditional  food  source  of  the  Plains  Indians  will 
not  again  multiply  to  significant  numbers.  The  very  last  thing  that  the 
government  wants  to  see  is  large  herds  of  buffalo  being  followed  by  Plains 
Indians  on  horseback.  And  it  all  goes  back  to  a governmental  crime  that 
happened  over  100  years  ago,  specifically,  the  genocidal  attack  on  the 
Washita  River  in  1868  that  crushed  the  Plains  Indians.  It  all  goes  back 
to  a vast,  concerted  plot  to  take  back  the  Great  Plains.  It  all  goes  back 
to  illegally  dispossessing  the  Plains  Indians'  of  their  promised  land  base 
and  the  slaughter  of  the  buffalo. 

That  land  base,  the  Great  Plains,  can  be  regained  and  I believe  that  the 
key  to  its  restoration  is  how  one  deals  with  the  issue  of  the  governmental 
slaughter  of  the  Yellow  Stone  bison. 

Let  us  look  at  the  facts.  That  the  buffalo  are  "breaking  loose"  from 
Yellow  Stone  is  totally  misleading.  They  are  simply  following  their 
instinct  to  migrate.  This  nation  has  done  all  it  can  to  make  sure  that 
the  buffalo  do  not  migrate,  that  they  don't  exist  in  significant  numbers. 
Why?  Because  the  government  decided  a long  time  ago  that  it  wanted  what 
it  originally  pledged  to  the  Native  American--the  Great  Plains.  The  1851 
Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie  gives  the  Great  Plains  region  to  a combination  of 
Plains  tribes.  When  gold  was  discovered  in  Denver,  the  military  and  the 
government  decided  to  get  these  lands  back.  They  used  genocide  to  do  it. 
They  eliminated  the  buffalo  and  they  attacked  Indian  tribes  in  a state  of 
surrender  to  get  it  back. 

Much  of  this  can  be  seen  on  the  web  at  the  following  sites: 
http : //dickshovel . net gate . net /was . htm 
http : //www .dickshovel . com/ genosite . html 
http : //www. dickshovel . com/ la r a . html 

To  briefly  sum  up  the  above  sites.  General  Sherman  invited  the  Plains 
Indian  tribes  to  surrender  at  Fort  Cobb  on  the  Washita  River,  saying  he 
would  attack  all  those  who  did  not  surrender.  Instead,  however,  of 
attacking  those  who  did  not  surrender  (who  he  obviously  could  not  find  and 


had  no  intent  of  finding),  he  attacked  those  he  could  find,  because  he 
knew  where  they  where,  having  invited  them  to  the  Washita  destination  to 
surrender.  He  then  attacked  this  congregation  of  a multitude  of  Plains 
tribes  in  the  middle  of  winter,  wiping  out  the  head  village  under  Black 
Kettle  and  terrorizing  the  remainder  of  the  people  camped  along  the  river 
below  with  a charge  down  that  river  by  military  troops.  They  fled  in  deep 
snow,  leaving  behind  the  protection  of  their  villages,  dieing  by  untold 
numbers.  All  in  all,  five  division  were  used  converging  on  the  Fort  Cobb 
location  from  north,  south,  east  and  west. 

What  does  this  have  to  do  with  the  buffalo?  Everything. 

General  Sherman  knew  that  the  Great  Plains  was  key  to  the  survival  of 
the  Plains  Indians  as  powerful  nations.  The  Great  Plains  was  the  Plains 
Indians'  food  supply  due  to  the  presence  of  the  buffalo.  Logically,  then, 
it  made  sense  to  remove  these  tribes  from  the  region  that  helped  them 
survive.  Additionally,  when  gold  was  found  near  Denver,  it  made  it  even 
more  compelling  to  have  the  area  free  of  any  opposing  forces. 

However,  there  were  two  great  factors  in  the  way.  The  two  factors  were 
about  equal  in  magnitude.  Let  us  take  the  buffalo  first.  They  had  to  be 
eliminated  to  reduce  the  power  of  the  Plains  Indians.  This  could  be  done 
by  a policy  of  slaughter,  which  was  encouraged  more  and  more,  ending  up 
with  box  car  after  box  car  of  buffalo  tongues  being  shipped  to  New  York 
and  millions  of  buffalo  shot  down  by  commercial  hunters  and  left  to  rot  on 
the  prairie.  Another  way  to  eliminated  the  use  of  the  buffalo  as  a source 
of  food  was  to  remove  the  Plains  Indians  from  that  source,  namely,  to 
Indian  Territory.  General  Sherman  did  this  by  inviting  in  1867  all  the 
Plains  Indian  tribes  to  surrender  at  Fort  Cobb--and  then  attacking  them. 

That  attack  effectively  crushed  the  Plains  Indians,  for  by  using  an 
irrational  attack  (attacking  those  who  offered  to  surrender)  he  used  one 
of  the  most  devastating  methods  of  warfare--genocide.  After  this,  as 
General  Custer  once  pointed  out,  the  Indian  people  would  sign  anything. 

And  they  did.  Little  by  little  they  signed  away  their  territories  in 
the  Great  Plains.  Which  brings  us  to  point  two: 

In  1851  the  United  States  meet  with  a vast  congregation  of  Plains 
Indians  at  Fort  Laramie  and  drew  up  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie.  The 
treaty,  signed  in  the  area  know  as  Indian  Territory  (the  Great  Plains)  was 
between  two  commissioners  appointed  by  the  President--D.  D.  Mitchell, 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  and  Thomas  Fitzpatrick,  Indian  agent-- 
and  the  chiefs,  headmen,  and  braves  of  the  following  Indian  nations, 
residing  south  of  the  Missouri  River,  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
north  of  the  lines  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  namely,  the  Sioux,  Cheyennes, 
Arapahoes,  Crows,  Assiniboines,  Gros-Ventre  Mandans,  and  Arickaras. 

Tribes  were  given  specific  territory  up  and  down  the  Plains  region, 
starting  at  the  Canadian  border  and  ending  up  at  New  Mexico.  Note  that 
the  treaty  terms  this  region,  the  Great  Plains,  "Indian  Territory."  It 
was  not  until  being  driven  from  here  that  the  much  smaller  region  of 
northern  Oklahoma  was  dubbed  "Indian  Territory."  The  government  simply 
redefined  what  territory  was  to  be  Indian. 

As  Governor  Evans  of  Colorado  once  pointed  out,  this  treaty  gave  by 
"organic  law"  all  the  Great  Plains  to  the  Great  Plains  Indians,  with 
virtually  nothing  belonging  to  the  people  who  were  now  settling  there. 

This  simply  would  not  do,  and  the  Indians  Wars  were  started,  namely, 
attacks,  genocidal  attacks,  against  the  Native  American. 

Little  by  little  a strategy  was  mounted  to  dispossess  the  Native 
American  of  this  land  specially  set  aside  for  them.  Little  by  little  the 
buffalo  were  killed.  Little  by  little  the  villages  were  attacked.  Little 
by  little  the  Indian  people  signed  away  the  Great  Plains  for  security, 
thinking,  something  like  Israel  is  doing  now,  that  if  they  gave  up  their 
land  to  the  enemy  for  a pledge  of  peace,  they  would  get  peace. 

What  they  got  instead  were  a few  slices  of  worthless  land.  What  they 
got  were  concentration  camps,  euphemistically  called  reservations.  What 
they  got  was  a Great  Plains  littered  with  the  carcasses  of  slain  buffalo 
and  a procession  of  box  cars  with  the  tongues  of  their  food  supply  headed 
for  New  York  restaurants  and  butcher  shops. 

While  the  Indian  people  retreated  to  the  reservations,  becoming  the 
greatest  percentage  of  unemployed  people  in  this  nation  because  they  had 


been  nobbed  of  their  livelihood,  the  people  who  settled  the  land 
eventually  found  that  most  people  in  this  new  land  could  not  make  the  land 
produce.  Look  at  the  abandoned  small  towns  of  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
etc.,  for  proof.  While  these  settlers  wagged  their  tongues  at  their 
Native  American  brothers  for  not  being  able  to  make  a living  and  for 
taking  government  money  via  reservation  payments,  these  very  same  people 
ended  up  taking  welfare  payments  from  the  government  via  the  Conservation 
Reserve  Program.  Since  they  could  not  make  the  land  produce,  the 
government,  to  save  face,  gave  these  farmers  money  to  grow  weeds. 

And  behind  it  all,  almost  at  the  instinctual  level,  was  one  thought-- 
anything  was  worth  it  to  keep  the  buffalo  off  the  land,  to  let  the  cow 
waddle  here  instead,  so  that  there  would  not  be  the  traditional  food 
supply  of  the  Plains  Indians  and  the  traditional  source  of  their  power-- 
the  American  bison. 

However,  as  clever  as  the  government  was,  it  failed  to  do  one  very 
important  thing--to  get  the  signers  of  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  to 
collectively  relinquish  the  provisions  of  that  treaty.  Instead,  what  it 
did,  was  attack  tribe  by  tribe,  and  go  to  tribe  after  tribe  after  the 
attacks  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  tribes  to  individually  sign  away 
their  territories  up  and  down  the  Great  Plains.  But,  and  this  is  an 
extremely  important  but,  but  they  did  not  collectively  get  the  signers  of 
the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  to  convey  their  property  rights.  At  the  heart  of 
this  is  the  concept  of  the  integrity  of  unity.  We  fought  a Civil  War  over 
this  concept.  Our  property  laws,  further,  provide  for  joint  rights  only 
to  be  relinquished  jointly. 

For  that  reason,  these  rights  still  stand.  In  particular  the  right  to 
hunt  the  Great  Plains  was  specifically  never  given  up.  In  fact,  the  entire 
reason  for  the  Fort  Laramie  treaty  was  to  secure  this  land  base  for  the 
preservation  of  the  buffalo  so  that  the  Native  American  could  survive  and 
not  starve.  Following  the  specification  of  the  territories  for  the 
various  tribes,  this  passage  was  included: 

"The  aforesaid  Indian  nations... do  not  surrender  the  privilege  of 
hunting,  fishing,  or  passing  over  any  of  the  tracts  of  country  heretofore 
described . " 

See  the  discussion  at  the  following  web  sites  re  this  right: 
http : //www . fargocity . com/prairie/bia . html 
http : //www. fargocity. com/prairie/response. html 

This  right  has  never  been  given  up.  The  signers  have  never  jointly 
conveyed  title.  However,  this  right  has  not  been  taken  advantage  of. 

With  the  migration  of  the  buffalo  from  Yellow  Stone,  I think  it  should  be. 

Several  attorneys  believe  that  this  right  still  stands. 

A case,  a good  case,  could  be  made  for  the  government  being  petitioned 
to  allow  the  tribes  signing  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie  to  follow,  herd  and 
hunt  the  buffalo  leaving  Yellow  Stone  National  Park  on  their  migratory 
journey.  It  could  be  pointed  out  that  legally,  as  provided  by  the 
Congressionally  ratified  1851  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie,  the  Plains  Indians 
have  the  right  to  follow  and  hunt  these  bison  over  the  Great  Plains 
region--and  no  one  else. 

It  could  be  pointed  out  that  the  Plains  Indians  hold  the  buffalo  sacred, 
that  the  desecration  of  the  buffalo  by  wanton  killing  is  against  their 
religious  beliefs  and  that  thus  such  slaughter  by  the  government  should  be 
prohibited . 

It  could  also  be  pointed  out  that  the  Great  Plains  has  failed 
economically  and  that  bison,  not  cattle,  can  only  realistically  survive 
and  thrive  here. 

It  could  be  pointed  out  that  migration  is  the  only  sensible  way  to  raise 
large  herds  of  this  animal,  since  migrating  animals  are  much  healthier  and 
free  of  disease.  Keeping  animals  fenced  in  makes  them  prone  to 
reinfection.  This  can  be  documented. 

It  could  be  further  pointed  out  that  these  bison  from  Yellow  Stone  are 
the  only  wild  buffalo,  retaining  the  instinct  to  migrate,  a very  valuable 
instance,  as  it  would  enable  large  herds  to  migrate,  instead  of  remaining 
on  the  same  land  and  thus  infecting  themselves  with  vectors. 

It  could  be  pointed  out  that  by  shooting  these  wild  buffalo  the 
government  is  eliminating  this  valuable  instinct  through  the  process  of 


genetic  selection. 

There  is  much  more  going  on  here  than  the  government  shooting  a few 
buffalo. 

There  is  an  oral  tradition  that  the  prosperity  of  the  Native  American 
will  return  with  the  return  of  the  buffalo.  I think  the  Yellow  Stone 
bison  are  trying  to  tell  us  something. 

I think  a legal  brief--an  injunction  requesting  the  banning  of 
governmental  shooting  of  the  buffalo  plus  governmental  recognition  of  the 
Plains  Indians'  exclusive  right  to  herd  the  buffalo  over  the  Great  Plains- 
-should  be  drawn  up  mentioning  the  above  reasons.  I think  in  addition, 
that  something  like  the  following  petition  should  be  posted  on  the 
internet.  What  we  need  is  a Great  Plains  jubilee,  that  is,  the  return  of 
the  land  to  its  original  owners  and  the  freeing  of  those  who  have  been 
enslaved  by  loosing  that  land. 

A CALL  FOR  A GREAT  PLAINS  DUBILEE-- 

a petition  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  for  the  return  of  the  Great 
Plains  to  the  Plains  Indians. 

Introduction 

In  the  mid  1800s,  recognizing  that  the  Native  American  population  of  the 
Great  Plains  region  was  dependant  on  the  buffalo  for  its  food  supply,  the 
United  States  Congress  ratified  a treaty  that  gave  the  various  Indian 
tribes  of  the  Great  Plains  possession  of  that  region.  That  treaty  is  the 
1851  Treaty  of  Ft.  Laramie.  The  major  reason  for  setting  aside  this  land 
and  assigning  it  exclusively  to  the  Plains  Indian  nations  was  to  allow  the 
tribes  to  follow  the  buffalo  as  it  migrated  across  the  continent. 

The  area  was  originally  thought  to  be  worthless  land.  However,  when 
gold  was  found  in  the  Denver  region  and  when  the  prairie  was  deemed 
habitable  by  settlers,  the  military  and  the  government  began  a program  to 
deplete  the  region  of  buffalo  by  allowing  the  slaughtering  of  the  buffalo 
by  commercial  hunters  from  the  East.  In  addition,  the  military  began  an 
aggressive  campaign  against  Indian  villages.  These  campaigns  were  aimed  at 
exterminating  the  Native  American.  An  undeclared  policy  of  genocide  was 
instigated  against  the  Native  American,  of  which  the  attacks  at  Sand  Creek 
and  Washita  are  examples. 

One  of  the  effects  of  genocide  is  to  reduce  a population  to  complete 
submission.  When  surrender  will  not  even  save  one's  life,  one  will 
ultimately  do  anything  to  escape  that  fate.  As  we  have  seen  in  World  War 
II,  people  were  so  terrorized  by  the  Nazi  genocidal  program  against  the 
lews,  that  some  Dewish  people  would  buy  time  by  offering  to  hold  open  the 
doors  to  the  gas  chamber. 

It  should  be  no  surprise,  then,  that  tribe  after  tribe  signed  away  their 
homeland  for  ridiculously  smaller,  alternative  reservations,  thus  one  by 
one  giving  up  their  buffalo  hunting  grounds,  their  only  means  of  survival, 
that  is,  by  giving  up  the  Great  Plains. 

No  people  extremely  proud  of  their  heritage  and  prosperous  from  the 
skilled  management  of  the  buffalo  herds,  would  have  given  up  possession  of 
the  Great  Plains  without  the  use  of  genocide.  The  Indian  Wars  were  not 
wars.  Instead  the  Army  functioned  as  mobile  killing  unites  employed  to 
wipe  out  the  Native  American.  The  only  trouble  was  that  due  to  the  high 
degree  of  resistance  by  the  Indian  people,  the  Army  could  not  subdue  the 
Native  American  even  by  attacking  its  villages.  Instead,  it  instigated  a 
policy  of  inviting  the  tribes  to  surrender,  then  attacking  those 
surrendered  tribes. 

Our  country,  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  the  Constitution, 
united  as  a nation  of  states,  becoming  the  United  States  of  America. 
Representatives  of  the  states  signed  a document  uniting  the  states  into 
one  body.  We  fought  a war,  the  Civil  War,  to  preserve  the  integrity  of 
that  declaration  of  unity.  We  fought  to  defeat  the  attempt  of  the  South 
from  seceding  from  that  union,  sacrificing  600,000  men  for  that  cause. 

The  1851  Treaty  of  Ft.  Laramie  is  a kind  of  Articles  of  Confederation 
for  the  Indian  peoples.  It  was  designed  to  allow  the  various  Plains 
tribes  the  ability  to  survive  as  a united  people.  It  assigned  specific 
territories  to  specific  tribes  from  the  Canadian  border  to  New  Mexico  and 
from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Missouri  River. 

The  document  was  signed  by  all  the  tribes.  It  was  also  signed  by  the 


United  States  and  ratified  by  Congress.  The  treaty  included  this 
important  provision: 

"The  aforesaid  Indian  nations... do  not  surrender  the  privilege  of 
hunting,  fishing,  or  passing  over  any  of  the  tracts  of  country  heretofore 
described . " 

This  provision  was  a key  element  of  the  document  because  it  allow  all 
tribes  to  survive  off  the  migrating  buffalo.  It  gave  each  tribe  the  right 
to  go  onto  the  other  tribe's  territory  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  and 
fishing.  This  was  a pledge  of  unity  for  the  survival  of  all  those  who 
signed  that  document.  No  tribe  or  territory  could  give  up  its  right  to 
hunt  or  fish  that  union  of  territories  without  the  consent  of  the  original 
signing  tribes  together,  just  as  the  South  could  not  secede  from  the  union 
of  the  United  States. 

But  what  did  the  United  States  do?  Following  the  Civil  War,  fought  to 
preserve  the  principle  of  unity,  it  sought  to  fragment  the  confederacy  of 
united  tribes  bound  together  under  the  1851  Treaty  of  Ft.  Laramie.  Using 
an  announced  policy  of  "total  war,"  the  military,  under  the  leadership  of 
the  very  man  who  helped  win  the  Civil  War,  General  Sherman,  launched  a 
five-division  attack  converging  from  the  north,  south,  east  and  west 
against  a multitude  of  tribes  invited  by  General  Sherman  himself  to 
surrender  at  the  Washita  River  in  what  was  termed  Indian  Territory,  now 
Oklahoma.  That  attack,  along  with  a number  surrounding  that  event, 
because  of  the  use  of  genocidal  tactics,  crushed  the  Indian  nations, 
forcing  them  to  sign  documents  to  protect  the  lives  of  the  remnant  that 
survived . 

They  were  forced,  however,  to  sign  documents  contrary  to  their  pledge  of 
unity,  forced  to  sign  away  the  very  principle  that  we,  as  a nation,  fought 
so  hard  a few  years  prior  to  uphold  as  one  of  the  supreme  national 
principles- -the  obligation  to  maintain  one's  commitment  to  unity. 

An  aggressive  campaign  was  launched  by  the  government  to  relocate  Indian 
people  off  much  of  the  Great  Plains  region  to  separate,  much  smaller 
reservations,  such  as  Indian  Territory.  They  were  sent  there  in  box  cars, 
made  to  march  there  on  foot  hundreds  of  miles,  chased  there  by  the 
military  on  horseback,  often  made  to  flee  their  villages  in  mid  winter, 
dieing  in  countless  numbers  as  a result. 

Reservations  became,  in  effect,  concentration  camps  designed  to  detain 
Indians  and  to  feed  them  as  prisoners  of  war.  A policy  of  "manifest 
destiny"  was  pursued,  opening  up  the  depopulated  Great  Plains  to 
settlement  via  land  grants.  Manifest  destiny  simply  means  that  we,  as 
settlers,  were  meant  to  have  what  was  not  ours.  We  were  superior  people 
and  thus  had  a right  to  the  land.  Flitler  later  used  this  principle.  The 
Indian's  homeland  became  "public  land,"  and  the  public  land  became  private 
land  by  allowing  settlers  to  make  home  stakes. 

When  Indian  Territory  was  deemed  habitable  by  settlers,  it,  too  fell. 

This  last  collective  refuge  of  tribes  was  opened  up  for  settlement  by  an 
Act  of  Congress,  allowing  settlers  to  line  up  at  a starting  point  and  at 
the  shot  of  a gun,  to  rush  across  the  Indian's  homeland  to  make  a stake. 

Rev.  Whipple  referred  to  these  actions  as  one  of  the  darkest  pages  in 
American  history.  What  has  been  the  result  of  keeping  this  book  closed? 
What  is  the  condition  of  the  Native  American  today?  There  is  no  ethnic 
group  more  oppressed  in  the  United  States.  No  group  suffers  more 
unemployment  or  a higher  rate  of  alcoholism.  The  effects  of  genocide  will 
do  that,  for  it  strikes  at  the  will  to  survive,  at  the  soul  of  a nation,  at 
its  national  heritage,  at  its  traditions,  at  its  land  base,  at  its  ability 
to  maintain  itself  as  a human  unit. 

What  is  the  economic  condition  of  the  Great  Plains?  Several  of  the 
Great  Plains  states  suffer  from  annual  population  declines.  Small  towns 
are  being  abandoned.  The  entire  region  is  sustained  by  national  welfare 
programs.  One  the  one  hand  we  have  farmers  who  are  encouraged  to  establish 
family  farms  via  government  subsidy  programs  such  as  the  Conservation 
Reserve  Program  (CRP).  This  is  to  keep  people  on  the  land  growing  weeds. 
And  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  reservations,  which  keeps  people  on  welfare 
and  off  the  land  from  which  they  were  removed. 

It  is  a failed  system.  It  denies  the  evolutionary  heritage  of  the  land 
which  allowed  only  the  buffalo  to  survive  here  as  the  primary  meat 


producing  animal.  Cattle  die  here  in  the  droves  in  winter.  Cattle  die 
here  in  the  droves  in  the  floods.  Crops  can't  grow  on  the  rocky  soil. 
Attempts  to  carve  out  fields  from  the  wetlands  to  raise  crops  create 
devastating  floods  of  our  cities  down  stream. 

This  is  not  Europe,  but  America.  The  buffalo  is  our  national  meat 
producing  animal,  not  the  cow.  And  the  Great  Plains  does  not  belong  to 
the  settler,  but  was  set  aside  by  our  forefathers  for  the  Native  American 
as  provided  by  the  1851  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie. 

Therefore,  we  make  the  following  plea: 

1.  Because  the  1851  Treaty  of  Laramie  is  a pledge  of  unity  between  the 
signing  tribes  and  the  United  States  of  America, 

2.  Because  the  use  of  genocide  depopulated  the  Great  Plains  of  the  Plains 
Indian  tribes  and  of  the  buffalo,  their  food  primary  food  supply, 

3.  Because  the  use  of  genocide  by  the  government  forced  these  signing 
tribes  to  individually  renounce  their  pledge  of  unity  contrary  to  the 
principles  fought  for  in  the  Civil  War, 

4.  Because  the  signing  tribes  never  renounced,  however,  collectively  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  thereby  retaining  today  their  joint  right  to  the 
region, 

5.  Because  the  result  of  these  governmental  actions  has  been  a failed 
economy,  causing  a great  number  of  both  settlers  and  Indian  people,  and 
their  descendants,  to  rely  on  welfare,  either  through  CRP-type  programs  or 
Congressional  payments  to  reservations, 

6.  Because  migration  is  the  only  sensible  way  to  allow  the  buffalo  in 
great  numbers  to  survive. 

We,  the  undersigned,  request  that  the  Great  Plains  be  returned  to  the 
original  owners,  the  Plains  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  buffalo  in 
migratory  herds  across  the  Plains  region. 

We  also  ask  the  government  to  acknowledge  that  the  Plains  Indian  tribes 
are  the  only  people  who  are  allowed  by  Congress  to  so  herd  and  hunt  these 
migratory  buffalo  under  the  terms  of  the  1851  Treaty  of  Ft.  Laramie.  We 
further  purpose  that  when  the  bison  of  Yellow  Stone  National  Park  again 
attempt  to  "break  out"  of  the  park  system,  that  these  buffalo  be 
recognized  by  the  government  as,  indeed,  not  breaking  out,  but  simply 
exercising  their  migratory  instinct. 

In  view  of  this,  we  ask  that  the  government  cease  shooting  the  Yellow 
Stone  buffalo,  since  such  selection  has  the  potential  of  eliminating  the 
instinct  of  migration  in  this  species,  and  recognize  the  right  of  the 
Plains  Indian  to  follow  the  buffalo  across  the  Great  Plains  so  as  to  herd 
and  harvest  such  animals  for  both  private  and  commercial  purposes.  We  ask 
that  the  government  recognize  that  this  has  traditionally  been  the  method 
of  survival  for  the  Plains  Indians  people,  that  they  should  have  the  right 
to  continue  that  tradition,  much  as  the  Lapps  have  been  permitted  to  follow 
the  migratory  reindeer  in  Sweden.  We  also  ask  that  the  government  help 
promote  the  consumption  of  buffalo  meat  as  an  alternative  to  beef,  in  that 
it  would  help  stabilize  the  Plains  economy  and  is  more  healthful  then  beef. 

We  also  ask  that  the  government  recognize  that  is  has  a moral  obligation 
to  rectify  its  past  actions  of  genocide  against  the  Native  American  by 
this  act  of  reparation. 

I Support  This  Call  for  a Great  Plains  Dubilee--for  the  Return  of  the 
Great  Plans  to  the  Native  American  People  and  for  the  Banning  of 
Governmental  Shooting  of  the  American  Bison-- 


I believe  great  national  support,  in  fact,  even  international  support,  for 
the  above  reasons  could  be  mounted  for  both  the  banning  of  the  governmental 
slaughter  of  the  buffalo  and  for  the  return  of  the  Great  Plains  to  the 
Great  Plains  Indians. 

My  best, 

Dim 
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Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  February  11,  1998 

I have  attached  most  of  the  "update"  as  an  ASCII  file.  The  following  is 
a message  I wrote  in  reply  to  an  inquiry,  which  has  been  circulated.  It 
has  some  bearing  on  the  material  in  this  "update." 

This  was  the  question: 

Could  you  explain  for  me  how  not  having  a strong  support  group  presence 
(like  at  Big  Mountain)  means  Teesto  has  always  had  strong  leaders  and  has 
been  able  usually  to  make  its  own  decisions  as  a community.  I don't 
understand  the  connection. 

Dear  Mr.  X, 

I'll  try  to  give  you  a short  answer  to  your  question,  which  actually 
needs  a long  one. 

The  Teesto  people  had  to  be  their  own  support  group.  The  Big  Mountain 
Struggle,  as  it's  known  to  the  outside  world  involved  15  to  20  communities, 
many  of  which  are  now  gone.  The  two  strongest  were  always  Teesto  and  Big 
Mountain.  Teesto  had  the  advantage  early  on  of  having  strong 
representation  in  tribal  government  from  David  Clark  and  Anderson  Tully, 
people  who  were  willing  to  participate  in  direct  action,  if  that  was  what 
it  took.  For  that  reason,  community  discussions  were  always  led  by  Dine', 
without  too  much  need  for  outside  support.  These  two  leaders  were  also 
able  to  secure  technical  and  logistic  support  from  tribal  government. 

The  continual  community  meetings  served  as  a training  ground  for  new 
leaders  who  emerged,  like  Peggy  Scott,  Alvin  Clinton,  Elmer  Clark,  Roger 
Attakai,  David  Begay  and  lately  ludy  and  Sam  Keyonnie.  They  also  trained 
the  community  in  working  together,  developing  and  acting  on  their  own 
agenda,  etc. 

This  is  not  a common  condition  among  the  Dine'.  Usually  people  stick 
with  their  own  families  and  don't  have  much  to  do  with  their  neighbors 
except  for  religious  ceremonies  and  land  disputes.  What  politics  there  is 
is  usually  fractious  and  looks  pretty  bitter  to  outsiders.  And  of  course 
tribal-level  politics  is  extremely  dirty  and  bitter. 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  events  people  say  pretty  harsh  things  about 
each  other,  but  they  have  to  work  things  out.  People  who  were  trashing 
each  other  yesterday  are  working  together  today,  probably  against  someone 
else.  The  people  who  were  denouncing  tribal  government  yesterday  are  in 
it  today,  or  else  asking  it  for  help.  Behind  all  this  activity  is  the 
idea  of  "Na ' ataanii",  the  wise  leader  and  speaker.  People  respect 
themselves  by  respecting  the  Na'ataanii. 

The  people  who  count,  who  do  the  talking  and  make  the  decisions  - by 
consensus  - are  the  mature  adults  and  elders,  people  who  have  a proven 
themselves  in  their  families  and  communities.  This  was  the  way  it  worked 
in  traditional  governance.  No  one  now  alive  has  participated  in  national 
(tribal)  level  traditional  governance,  and  most  people's  model  for  action 
is  the  chapter  meeting.  The  only  place  traditional  "governance"  is  really 
strong  any  more  is  among  the  Hataalii,  when  they  deal  with  religious 
matters.  And  even  they  have  an  association  that  meets  in  a big  room,  has 
officers,  follows  and  agenda  and  uses  Roberts  Rules.  So  that's  how  real 
self-government  mostly  looks  among  the  Dine'  at  this  time. 

Finally,  the  role  of  "spokesperson"  doesn't  really  work  for  Dine'.  The 
reason  is  that,  in  the  Dine'  way  of  thinking,  one  person  can  not  speak  for 
another.  If  you  ask  a man  what  his  wife  thinks  about  an  issue  he'll  say 
something  like  "she  has  her  own  idea"  or  "I  haven't  asked  her",  even  if  he 
knows  already  what  she  thinks. 

1.  The  support  groups  change  everything  when  they  come  in.  They  will 

work  with  a group  in  a community,  and  as  a result  that  group  no  longer  has 

to  work  out  its  conflicts  - in  a sense  they  have  found  a new  community. 

2.  The  support  groups  have  to  do  their  business  in  English,  so  they 

work  with  younger,  English-speaking  Dine' . It  is  the  young  people  who  have 
access  to  the  money  and  material  items  the  support  groups  bring  in,  and  it 


is  the  younger  people  who  work  with  the  support  groups,  setting  the  agenda, 
writing  the  documents,  making  the  decisions.  Once  things  are  worked  out, 
the  elders  are  asked  to  sign  the  paper.  Sometimes  what  is  done  is  good, 
sometimes  not  so  good,  but  always  it  turns  the  social  order  upside-down. 

3.  The  support  groups  select  people,  making  some  of  them 
"spokespersons"  and  "representatives".  Those  selected  get  a lot  of 
attention  and  other  benefits.  Other  people  in  the  community  may  resent 
this,  so  it  deepens  the  divisions  that  are  always  there.  Then  maybe  another 
support  group  comes  in  and  selects  a different  bunch  of  people.  Betty  Tso 
calls  this  practice  "shopping  for  elders." 

Support  group  A and  Support  group  B start  trashing  each  other  and 
inevitable  try  to  discredit  each  other's  chosen  spokespersons.  So  the 
Dine'  have  one  more  thing  keeping  them  from  working  together,  and  a support 
network  that  makes  it  possible  for  them  to  stay  separate. 

In  the  end,  people  meet  when  the  support  groups  are  around.  Spring 
Gathering  or  Sun  Dance.  Always  waiting  for  something  to  happen. 

4.  The  support  groups  hear  people  trashing  their  Na'ataanii.  Don't 
worry,  they  say,  you  don't  need  Na'ataanii,  you've  got  us!  And  it  is  true, 
the  support  groups  can  do  for  the  people  the  things  the  Na'ataanii  should 
be  doing  but  aren't.  This  separates  people  from  their  Na'ataanii  and  breaks 
up  another  part  of  traditional  life.  And  eventually  the  support  groups  go 
away. 

Look  at  what  happened  last  week:  the  elders  have  many  times  gone  to 
Window  Rock  asking  for  the  support  of  Council  - and  gotten  it,  if  someone 
is  around  who  can  write  the  resolution.  Last  week  they  got  a very  strong 
IGR  resolution  blasting  the  US.  But  when  the  Na'ataanii  come  out  to  Big 
Mountain  they  are  disrespected  by  a bunch  of  white  people.  Do  you  think 
this  makes  it  more  or  less  likely  that  the  people  will  get  the  support  of 
their  government  next  time  they  ask  for  it? 

The  best  things  the  support  groups  do:  When  they  raise  the  level  of 
public  awareness  of  the  issue.  Otherwise,  really,  no  one  would  care. 

They  do  good  when  people  come  to  the  land  to  help  with  sheepherding  and 
the  chores  of  day  to  day  life,  because  the  "land  dispute"  has  scattered 
families  and  broken  the  system  by  which  people  can  be  self-sufficient. 

They  do  good  when  they  help  repair  homes,  and  they  do  good  when  they  just 
do  their  work  quietly  and  let  the  Dine'  do  the  talking. 

Probably  the  worst  thing  the  support  groups  ever  did  was  organize  the 
letter  writing  campaign  that  killed  the  1986  land  exchange  proposal  (Udall 
McCain).  I don't  know  who  made  the  decision  to  do  that,  but  there  were  1, 
000  families  on  the  land  full-time,  waiting  to  see  what  would  happen.  When 
Udall-McCain  went  down,  700  of  those  families  decided  to  relocate.  They 
figured  it  was  all  over. 

That  is  my  answer  to  your  question,  why  I think  the  absence  of  strong 
support  groups  forced  the  Teesto  people  to  organize  and  do  things  on  their 
own . 

jn 

Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  February  17,  1998 

Frozen  mud  all  over  as  wave  after  wave  of  El  Nino  storms  pass  through. 
Hardrocks-Big  Mountain  area  had  a foot  of  snow  Saturday  night,  so 
everything  will  be  moving  pretty  slow  for  a while. 

Sand  Spring  Community 

Sand  Spring,  along  Dinnebito  Wash  is  still  home  to  a strong  Dine' 
community.  The  main  families  include  John  Yazzie's  and  Alfred  McCabe's. 
There  was  a lot  of  adoption  in  those  families  in  addition  to  their  natural 
children,  both  families  include  about  25  children  each,  all  adults  now. 

Who  knows  how  many  grandchildren ! Calvin  Nez  and  his  wife  live  over 
toward  Yadesgideh,  maybe  15  miles  from  Sand  Springs.  Ashley  Begay's  family 
lives  in  a little  hook  of  Navajo  land  that  was  apparently  drawn  just  for 
them,  at  the  base  of  Garces  Mesa.  There  are  a few  related  families  also 
in  the  area.  They  get  together  regularly  for  ceremonies  and  family  events. 

The  families  have  lived  there  for  a very  long  time  and  have  ties  to 
certain  Flopi  clans  and  villages.  The  area  is  mostly  red  sand  desert  and 
grassland,  less  than  10  inches  of  rain  a year.  There  are  four  strong 
springs  above  the  wash  on  the  east  side,  which  have  made  it  possible  for 


people  to  live  in  this  area.  Many  years  ago  the  BIA  came  in  and 
"improved"  the  springs,  running  them  all  through  a pipe.  Then  they  built 
a day  school.  The  school  is  long  gone,  but  the  water  is  still  there. 

John  Yazzie,  when  he  was  a young  man,  was  among  those  Dine'  who  were 
evicted  from  their  farms  below  Kearns  Canyon  in  1943.  He  ended  up  at  Sand 
Springs  and  started  farming  there,  using  mainly  water  diverted  from 
Dinnebito  Wash.  During  the  summer,  he  builds  dirt  dams  across  the  wash  to 
catch  the  water,  then  pumps  it  up  to  his  fields.  The  wash  is  cut  down 
about  15  feet  there  so  he  has  to  use  a gas-powered  pump.  Whenever  there 
is  a big  rain  it  washes  out  his  dam  and  he  has  to  make  another  one. 

About  ten  years  ago,  some  Israeli  agricultural  experts  came  to  visit  his 
farm.  They  came  back  the  next  year  and  installed  a drip  irrigation  system 
on  about  a hundred  acres,  which  is  still  working.  There  are  a few 
irrigation  projects  and  farms  around  the  reservation,  but  most  of  them  are 
older  government  projects.  This  one  was  made  by  Dine'. 

The  Sand  Springs  farm  is  way  over  the  10  acres  allowed  in  the 
"Accommodation  Agreement."  Mr.  Yazzie  sells  his  produce,  a lot  of  it  at 
Hopi.  That  violates  the  prohibition  on  economic  activity  in  the  agreement. 

The  people  in  the  area  have  always  had  good  relations  with  the  Hopis 
and  are  hoping  to  work  out  an  arrangement  so  they  can  continue  living  as 
they  are  used  to. 

Big  Mountain  Shrine  has  been  Repaired 

The  shrine  on  top  of  Big  Mountain  - Be'  Hooghaan  Be'  Woochidii  - was 
vandalized  during  the  summer,  the  stones  scattered  around.  No  one  saw  it 
happen,  so  different  people  have  different  suspicion.  The  shrine  has  been 
rebuilt  and  is  apparently  back  in  operation. 

Support  Groups  in  a Lather 

Yesterday  I got  an  E-mail  including  several  letters,  mostly  from  people 
I know  and  written  about  people  I know.  These  letters  are  being 
circulated  widely  on  the  internet.  The  sender  says  "those  dealing  with 
IITC  (the  International  Indian  treaty  Council),  Andrea  Carmen,  and  Kee 
Watchman  should  take  heed."  I guess  that  means  me. 

One  of  the  letters  is  pretty  ugly.  I want  to  point  out  that  traditional 
Dine'  don't  spend  a lot  of  time  at  their  computers  writing  stuff  up  for 
the  internet.  Someone  else,  probably  a white  person,  probably  wrote  this 
letter  for  the  individual  who  signed  it.  I hope  the  support  groups  and 
NGOs  can  work  out  their  differences  by  themselves  and  refrain  from 
spreading  their  conflicts  among  the  Dine' . All  of  you  out  there  can  go  on 
with  your  lives,  but  the  people  on  the  land  will  be  left  to  deal  with  this 
ugliness  by  themselves. 

Last  week  I got  an  inquiry  asking  why  I thought  the  absence  of  support 
groups  had  forced  Teesto  community  to  organize  and  work  on  their  own 
behalf.  I sent  a reply,  which  I've  heard  has  been  circulating.  For  those 
on  my  mailing  list  who  haven't  had  a chance  to  read  it,  it  is  included  in 
this  message. 

Sports  Page 

Ganado  Hornets  (boys)  and  Tuba  City  Warriors  (girls)  each  won  their 
regular  season  championships  and  will  play  at  the  state  tournament,  AAA 
class.  In  addition,  the  St.  Michaels  boys  team  won  a spot  in  the  AAAA 
class  by  making  the  semifinals  in  the  northern  regional  tournament.  Hopi 
H.S.  Bruins  (boys)  also  made  the  cut  for  class  AA.  There  may  be  a few 
more  local  teams  going  as  the  result  of  the  regional  tournaments.  When 
the  Times  comes  out  Thursday,  I'll  check. 

Ganado  has  been  really  hot  this  year.  They're  20-3  overall  and  10-0  in 
conference  play.  Their  last  regular  season  game  they  beat  Window  Rock 
83-51. 

Tamara  Freddie,  who  was  a standout  player  for  St  Michaels  girls  when 
they  won  their  state  AAAA  championships  last  year  and  in  1994,  is  now  at 
Drexel  University.  She  got  a full-ride  athletic  scholarship.  She  says 
she  is  majoring  in  education.  Watch  your  newspapers  for  NCAA  Division  1 
next  four  years! 
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Date:  Thu,  19  Feb  1998  18:40:21 


From:  TN  AIM  <tnaim@usa . net> 
Sub  j : Boycott  Wal-Mart 


http : //www. geocities . com/CapitolHi 11/ Lobby/ 6181/ release. html 

Please  copy,  distribute,  contact,  etc.,  as  you  can  time  is  short. 

A full  article  is  available  at 

http: //www. darkstartechnologies . com/ sea Is /Wal-Mart . html 

Boycott  Wal-Mart 

BOYCOTT  WAL-MART/LOWES  AND  JDN  REALTY  CORPORATION, RAVAGERS  OF  NATIVE  AMERICA 


Last  summer,  1997,  it  was  announced  that  construction  of  a Wal- 
Mart/Lowe's  super  center  was  being  planned  for  a location  on  Charlotte 
Pike  in  the  West  Meade  neighborhood  of  Davidson  County  Tennessee, 

Nashville  Tennessee.  The  construction  plans  require  the  destruction  of  a 
prehistoric  Native  American  cemetery  and  Civil  War  fortifications.  The 
Native  cemetery  dates  to  the  Mississippian  cultural  period  and  is  probably 
around  800  years  old.  There  are  at  LEAST  40  known  Indian  graves  on  this 
site,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  number  of  burials  may  be  60  or  more.  The 
Civil  War  fortifications  are  Confederate  cannon  emplacements  and 
embankments  along  the  Cumberland  River  known  as  Kelley's  Battery.  These 
guns  overlooked  the  river  and  were  used  to  shell  Union  river  traffic."  The 
residents  of  West  Meade,  local  Native  Americans,  and  others  rallied  to 
stop  the  rezoning  of  the  property.  Their  bid  was  unsuccessful  despite 
proving  that  locating  a super  center  across  the  street  from  an  elementary 
school  would  endanger  the  children  as  well  as  concerns  over  crime  and 
inadequate  road  systems  to  handle  the  increased  traffic.  Add  to  this  the 
destruction  of  the  native  site  and  the  Confederate  archaeological  features, 
it  is  beyond  belief  that  the  zoning  change  was  ever  approved. 

FACTS : 

1)  On  Monday  October  27,  1997,  JDN  Realty  filed  a 'complaint  versus 
unknown  descendants'  in  Davidson  County  Chancery  Court,  requesting 
permission  to  'terminate  the  use  of  land  as  a burial  ground  and  to  remove 
certain  remains  and  artifacts  and  rebury  these  items'  {#97-352911} 

2)  On  January  20th,  1998,  the  Intertribal  Council  of  the  Five  Civilized 
Tribes  faxed  a letter  to  the  court  and  the  Tennessee  Department  of 
Archaeology  as  the  'unknown  descendants'  of  the  complaint.  This  letter 
was  never  heard  in  court  and  the  judge  disavowed  any  knowledge  of  its 
existence. 

3)  On  January  23rd,  1998,  Davidson  County  Tennessee  Chancellor  Barbara 
McCoy  ruled  that  Native  Americans  have  no  'standing'  in  Tennessee  courts. 

4)  On  January  28th,  1998,  Chancellor  McCoy  terminated  the  Native  cemetery 
clearing  the  way  for  destruction  of  the  site.  The  ruling  was  based  on 
Judeo-Christian  standards  of  belief  regarding  what  constitutes  an 
abandoned  cemetery. 

5)  Ch.  468,  Part  15;  T.C.A.,  Part  11-1515 . ]ll-6-116"  "Excavation  of  areas 
containing  Native  American  Indian  human  remains"  and  0400-9-1-.05 
Observation  of  Disinterment"  "OBSERVATION  OF  DISINTERMENT  BY  NATIVE 
AMERICAN  OBSERVERS"  is  the  legal  protocol  for  observers  during  Native 
American  grave  removal  in  Tennessee.  Tennessee  state  archaeologist  Nick 
Fielder  stated  that  JDN  Realty  will  not  allow  any  Native  American  observer 
during  removals  other  than  the  one  from  the  Tennessee  Archaeological 
Council . 

6)  Previously  it  was  thought  that  an  area  near  the  creek  was  the  only 
Native  American  site  on  the  property.  However,  a mound  also  exists  there 
and  is  targeted  for  destruction.  Further,  this  mound  has  been  declared 
non-mortuary  (burial)  and  therefore  does  not  fall  under  the  scope  of  any 
Tennessee  law.  This  means  that  any  artifacts  recovered  would  become  the 
property  of  the  property  owner  and  since  it  is  non-mortuary  there  is  no 
requirement  to  'look'  for  graves  during  excavation. 

7)  Numerous  'prayer  ties'  and  'prayer  feathers'  have  been  removed  from  the 
property  reportedly  because  they  were  disgusting  to  the  property  owner. 

8)  The  mound  is  being  looted  while  Native  Americans  who  wish  to  honor 


their  ancestors  are  being  kept  out  with  the  threat  of  arrest? 

9)  Historically  Tennessee  has  seized  any  artifacts  recovered  from  these 
sites.  In  this  case  it  was  ordered  that  any  artifacts  be  reburied  with 
the  remains.  Yet,  the  local  media  and  others  with  the  archaeological 
contractor  have  stated  the  state  would  seize  these  artifacts  too. 

Further,  the  normal  study  period  in  Tennessee  for  remains  has  been  6 
months  in  this  case  it  was  ordered  to  be  1 year.  Why,  when  there  are 
thousands  of  remains  in  museums,  universities,  etc.  already  studied'  is 
it  necessary  to  take  a year  to  study  these? 

10)  Recovered  Native  American  remains  are  stored  in  cardboard  boxes  until 
reburial.  When  they  are  reburied  these  boxes  then  become  their  coffin 
not  the  stone  boxes  they  were  originally  placed. 


BOYCOTT  WAL-MART/LOWES  AND  1DN  

Your  support  is  urgently  need  to  stop  the  destruction  of  this  site. 
Contact  your  congressional  representative  and  the  offices  listed  below. 


1DN  Realty  Corporation 
3340  Peachtree  Road,  NE 
Suite  1530 

Atlanta,  Georgia  30326. 

Phone:  (404)  262-3252  Fax:  (404)  364-6446 
3DN 

Wal-Mart 
PO  Box  1039 

Bentonville  Ark.  72712-8096 

501-273-8793 

Email  Wal-Mart 

Lowe ' s 

Robert  L.  Strickland,  Chairman  of  the  Board 

Robert  L.  Tillman,  President  and  Chief  Executive  Officer 

Lowe's  Companies,  Inc. 

P.  0.  Box  1111  North  Wilkesboro,  NC  28656-0001 
phone:  (919)  651-4000 
Email  Lowe's 

Senator  Bill  Frist 
United  States  Senate 
Washington,  D.C.  20510-4205 
Phone  number:  202/224-3344 
TDD  number:  202/224-1911 
Email:  Senator  Frist 

Tennessee  Governor  Don  Sundquist 
Governors  Office  State  Capital 
Nashville  TN  37219 
0)  615/741-3763 
Fax:  615/741-1416 
Email:  Governor  Sundquist 

Senator  Fred  Thompson 

523  Dirksen  Senate  Office  Building 

Washington,  DC  20510 

202)  224-4944 

Email:  Senator  Thompson 


Please  copy  this  fact  sheet  and  pass  it  along  as  necessary. 
"RE : Canadian  Gustafsen  Senator  Under  Fire"  


Date:  Thu,  19  Feb  1998  23:16:23  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Canadian  Gustafsen  Senator  Under  Fire 


:S.I.S. I .S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
February  19,  1998  No  Copyright;  Reproduce  Freely 

SENIOR  BC  SENATOR  INVOLVED  IN  GUSTAFSEN  AFFAIR  CITED  FOR  POOR  ATTENDANCE 

Senator  Len  Marchand,  a senior  senator  from  BC  involved  in  the  Gustafsen 
Lake  affair  is  under  attack  for  his  abysmal  attendance  record  in  Canada's 
Upper  House.  Mr.  Marchand  has  been  present  only  5 sitting  days  out  of  35. 
The  senior  senator's  role  in  the  summer  1995  paramilitary  operation 
against  Shuswap  traditionalists  who  were  defending  sacred,  unceded 
Sundance  grounds  came  to  light  during  questioning  of  a senior  RCMP  officer 
during  the  trial  of  the  Ts'peten  defenders.  Superintendent  Len  Olfert 
testified  that  on  August  26,  1995,  he  had  received  a call  from  Marchand 
urging  the  RCMP  to  attack  the  camp.  "Marchand  supports  action  we  may  have 
to  take..."  Olfert  noted  after  the  call.  Olfert  testified  that  Marchand 
characterized  the  traditionalists  as  "no  better  or  even  similar  to  the 
Branch  Davidians"  at  Waco,  where  80  people  were  killed.  The  RCMP's 
consulting  Psy-ops  advisor  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  Dr.  Michael  Webster,  also 
advised  the  authorities  at  Waco  as  well  as  the  MRTA  standoff  in  Lima,  Peru. 

Despite  pressure  on  the  Canadian  and  British  Columbia  authorities  both 
domestically  and  internationally  to  conduct  an  inquiry  into  the  role  of 
Marchand  and  other  senior  Canadian  and  BC  officials  in  the  standoff,  the 
domestic  authorities  have  thus  far  refused  to  comply.  As  well,  calls  for 
the  release  of  imprisoned  Ts'peten  defenders  01  Pitawanakwat  and  66  year 
old  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine  have  also  gone  unanswered.  Ex  US  Attorney- 
General  Ramsey  Clark,  the  European  Parliament's  Green  Group,  and  numerous 
Human  Rights  organizations,  advocacy  groups  and  individuals  have  all 
condemned  Canada's  actions  and  called  for  an  internationally  supervised 
public  inquiry  into  "all  aspects  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  matter". 

For  further  information:  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
What  you  can  do:http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/support.html 

FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS!  DEMAND  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE! 

Prime  Minister  of  Canada  lean  Chretien:  pm@pm.gc.ca 

Premier  of  British  Columbia  Glen  Clark:  premier@gov. be . ca 

Senator  Len  Marchand:  remote-printer . Len_Marchand@16139969943 . iddd .tpc . int 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Western  Shoshone  Alert"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Feb  1998  19:48:22  -0500 

From:  Paul  Nellen  _Hamburg/GER_  <100445 . 3606@compuserve . com> 

Sub  j : !Western  Shoshone  Alert! 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project,  INTERNET:wsdp@igc .org 

! ACTION  ALERT***ACTION  ALERT***ACTION  ALERT! 

BLM  TARGETS  WESTERN  SHOSHONE  FOR  "ILLEGALLY"  USING  THEIR  LANDS 
FEBRUARY  19,  1998- - -NOTICE  OF  TRESPASS  AND  UNAUTHORIZED  USE  ISSUED 


On  February  19th,  1998  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  served  notice  to 
the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council,  the  Western  Shoshone  Dann  family  and 
the  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project  of  their  "unauthorized  use"  and 
"trespass"  on  lands  disputed  by  the  Western  Shoshone  and  the  BLM.  Please 
contact  the  officials  below  immediately  and  let  the  Western  Shoshone 
Defense  Project  know  if  you  can  be  on  "Standby  Alert"  in  case  civil 
disobedience  is  necessary. 


In  October,  1997  the  BLM  ordered  the  Western  Shoshone  who  graze  cattle  in 
the  South  Fork,  Odgers  Ranch,  and  Wells  area  to  remove  all  livestock  not 


authorized  by  the  BLM.  Yesterday,  the  Crescent  Valley  Western  Shoshone  were 
served  notice  to  do  the  same  within  5 days-"failure  to  comply  with  this 
unauthorized  use  notice  and  order  to  remove  may  result  in  impoundment  of 
the  unauthorized  livestock." 

On  February  19th,  the  BLM  also  issued  a notice  of  trespass  against  the 
"unauthorized"  occupation  of  a spiritual  and  cultural  encampment  established 
in  1991  by  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  and  the  Western  Shoshone 
Defense  Project  on  disputed  lands  in  Crescent  Valley.  Ceremonies  and 
gatherings  are  held  at  this  encampment  throughout  the  year. 

The  Western  Shoshone  National  Council's  response  to  the  BLM  is  to  pose 
the  same  question  they  have  asked  for  years:  How  did  the  US  acquire  title  by 
legal  means  to  Western  Shoshone  lands?  The  BLM  and  the  US  government  claims 
jurisdiction  over  Western  Shoshone  territory,  yet  they  have  never  provided 
any  documentation  on  how  the  land  was  acquired.  The  Western  Shoshone, 
however,  point  to  the  1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley,  the  1787  Northwest 
Ordinance,  the  Territorial  Act  of  Nevada,  the  1847  Treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo  and  international  human  rights  laws  that  all  uphold  Western 
Shoshone  rights  and  responsibilities  to  their  lands. 

The  Traditional  Western  Shoshone  Cattle  Grazers  state  that  they  will  not 
pay  the  BLM  for  grazing  animals  on  Western  Shoshone  territory  until  the 
United  States  presents  documentation  on  how  the  US  acquired  Western 
Shoshone  lands. 

BLM  harassment  against  the  Western  Shoshone  has  persisted  for  decades.  To 
this  day,  the  Western  Shoshone  have  remained  open  to  participating  in 
honest,  meaningful  dialogue  with  the  proper  representatives  of  the  United 
States  government-this  has  been  to  no  avail.  The  Western  Shoshone  have  a 
pending  international  human  rights  complaint  against  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  an  Intervention  in  the  9th  Circuit  Court  (US  v Nye  County)  and  an 
Injunction  against  the  BLM  in  US  District  Court.  Until  these  cases  are 
resolved,  the  BLM  should  end  their  threats,  harassment  and  intimidation 
tactics . 

Please  Contact: 

Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt  ph:  202-208-7351 
fax:202-208-6956 

BLM  Director  Patrick  Shea  ph : 202-208-3801  fax:202-208-5242 
Nevada  State  BLM  Director  Robert  Abbey  ph : 702-785-6500  fax:702-785-6601 
Elko  BLM  District  Manager  Helen  Hankins  ph:  702-753-0200 
fax:702-753-0255 

Your  State's  Congressional  Representatives 


Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project 
PO  Box  211106 

Crescent  Valley,  Nevada  89821 

Ph:  702-468-0230  Fax:  702-468-0237 

http://www.alphacdc.com/wsdp/  and 

http: //www. teleport . com/~amt /planet pea ce/wsdp 

"RE : Elders  Set  Up  Camp  at  Ground  Zero"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Feb  1998  10:36:35  -0800 
From:  "Walsh,  Pat  A."  <PAW@hogefenton . com> 

Sub j : FW:  URGENT  POSTING 

UUCP  email 

Back  in  the  day,  our  voices  were  heard  during  the  occupations  of 
Wounded  Knee  and  Alcatraz.  Yet  ...  we  continue  our  struggle  for  the 
survival  of  our  people  and  culture.  As  we  have  experienced  from  the 
past,  our  practice  of  [American  Indian]  religious  freedom  is  not  always 
guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Interestingly,  our 
right  to  practice  our  spirituality  has  been  continuously  disrespected, 
violated,  and  unprotected  IRONICALLY  by  a governmental  system  that 
includes  specific  Amendments,  Mandates,  Acts  and  Statutes  which  are 
supposed  to  allow  us  [or  all  but  us]  the  right  to  enjoy  freedom  of 
choice  of  religion.  About  200  plus  years  ago,  a major  motivation  for 


most  people  who  fled  Europe,  arrived  here  in  North  America  hoping  to 
escape  religious  persecution  they  suffered  in  their  homeland.  Now  there 
is  more  at  stake  than  just  the  desecration  of  American  Indian  religious 
practices  on  sacred  homelands  - a healthy  living  environment  is  at  risk 
and  that  too  must  preserved  and  protected. 

Without  further  adieu,  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance 
consisting  of  5 nations,  including  Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Quechan, 
Cocopah  and  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes,  has  issued  the  following  press 
release: 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  DATED  FEBRUARY  13,  1998 

[The  Feds'  extended  the  deadline  on  an  eviction  order  expired  yesterday, 
February  19,  1998.] 

HUNDREDS  OCCUPY  GROUND  ZERO.  TRIBES  AND  SUPPORTERS  DECLARE,  "WE  ARE  NOT 
LEAVING  WARD  VALLEY!  NO  NUCLEAR  DUMP!" 

Needles,  CA--loined  by  200  supporters.  Tribal  leaders  and  Elders  of  the 
Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  challenged  President  Clinton  to 
stop  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  radioactive  waste  dump.  As  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Interior's  February  13th  and  February  19th  deadlines  for 
closure  of  Ward  Valley  expired,  hundreds  of  tribal  members  and 
supporters  joined  the  occupation  of  the  proposed  dump  site. 

Indian  Elders  set  up  their  camp  directly  at  ground  zero  despite  the 
Interior  Department's  order  to  vacate.  "We  have  been  forced  into  this 
position,  and  we  have  no  other  options,"  said  President  Michael  Jackson 
of  the  Quechan  Indian  Nation.  Although  proper  permits  have  been 
obtained  for  the  occupation  and  assurances  have  been  made  that  the 
occupation  will  "This  is  a serious  direct  action,  and  firm  commitments 
have  been  made  by  Indian  Nations  and  the  Save  Ward  Valley  Coalition  that 
we  will  not  be  moved,"  said  Steve  Lopez,  speaking  for  the  Fort  Mojave 
Indian  Tribe.  "I  will  do  this  for  my  people  and  my  children,  even  it  if 
means  giving  up  my  life." 

Paddy  McGuire  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  heard  the  pleas  of 
the  Tribal  leaders  and  Elders  and  agreed  to  relay  their  request  that 
President  Clinton  meet  directly  with  them.  The  Indian  Nations  are 
asking  President  Clinton  to  act  now  to  stop  the  dump  and  uphold 
executive  orders,  mandates  and  statutes  protecting  Indian  people  and 
sacred  areas. 

Despite  protests,  the  Interior  Department  has  given  the  tritium  tests  at 
Ward  Valley  a green  light.  (Tritium:  a radioactive  isotope  of  hydrogen 
with  atoms  of  three  times  the  mass  of  ordinary  light  hydrogen  atoms.) 

The  nuclear  industry  plans  on  burying  radioactive  waste  in  shallow, 
unlined  trenches  in  Ward  Valley,  an  area  of  the  California  Desert  that 
is  a critical  habitat  for  the  threatened  desert  tortoise,  and  which  is 
considered  sacred  homeland  for  the  three  Native  American  tribes.  Ward 
Valley  is  18  miles  from  the  Colorado  River,  and  situated  over  a major 
aquifer.  The  Ban  Waste  Coalition  is  mobilizing  to  prevent  Ward  Valley 
from  becoming  a nuclear  dumping  ground.  [Emphasis  added.] 

Please  visit  these  sites  if  you  would  like  more  info: 
http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 
http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 
http : //www . ctaz . com/~swvl 

If  you  have  heard  anything  on  the  current  status  of  the  above 
situation,  please  send  me  a reply  note. 

In  struggle, 

Pat  Whitehorse  Walsh 
To  Dich  ii  nii,  Dineh 
Paw@hogefenton . com 
Direct  Dial:  408-938-3811 

"RE : Standoff  at  Ward  Valley/Day  9"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Feb  1998  12:21:14  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : Standoff  at  Ward  Valley  - Day  9 


UUCP  email 


COLORADO  RIVER  NATIVE  NATIONS  ALLIANCE 

Font  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Quechan,  Cocopah,  Colorado  Riven  Indian  Tribes 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  FEBRUARY  20,  1998 

Contact:  (760)  326-6267 

STANDOFF  AT  WARD  VALLEY:  DAY  9 

INDIAN  RELIGIOUS  CEREMONIES  CONTINUE  AT 

OCCUPATION  OF  PROPOSED  NUCLEAR  DUMP  SITE. 

BLOCKADE  HOLDS  FIRM 

INDUSTRY'S  CLAIMS  OF  A DRY  DESERT  CLIMATE  SAFE  FOR  NUCLEAR  WASTE  DUMPING  ARE 
WASHED  AWAY  WITH  MASSIVE  RAINS,  WINDS  AND  SNOW 

Needles,  CA--  As  the  Indian  and  environmental  occupation  of  the 
proposed  Ward  Valley  radioactive  waste  dump  enters  its  ninth  day, 
protesters  remained  dug-in  at  the  site  despite  massive  rains  and  wind. 

Snow  fell  on  the  hills  around  Ward  Valley,  and  roads  flooded  from  heavy 
rains . 

The  wet  weather  and  high  winds  have  demonstrated  the  inaccuracy  of  the 
claims  by  the  nuclear  industry  and  Governor  Pete  Wilson  that  Ward  Valley 
was  safe  for  dumping  nuclear  waste  in  unlined  dirt  trenches  due  to  the 
alleged  lack  of  rain  in  the  area. 

As  those  participating  in  the  occupation  at  the  proposed  dump  site  have 
experienced  first  hand.  Ward  Valley  has  been  battered  by  the  harsh  and 
very  wet  weather.  Twisters  were  seen  around  Ward  Valley  last  Saturday 
during  another  massive  rain  and  hail  storm. 

"As  difficult  as  it  has  been  for  us  to  be  camped  at  Ward  Valley  during 
the  last  nine  days  due  to  the  severe  storms,  we  are  glad  that  the  nuclear 
industry's  claims  of  a dry,  arid  environment  have  been  washed  away  with 
the  heavy  rains,  hail  and  high  winds,"  said  Steve  Lopez,  spokesman  for  the 
Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe.  "Our  Creator  is  angry,  and  his  way  of 
expressing  this  is  through  the  elements.  He  has  given  us  good  weather  for 
our  ceremonies  and  demonstrations,  yet  he  reminds  us  to  keep  up  this 
struggle  in  his  defense  with  the  difficult  weather." 

"We  wish  Governor  Wilson  and  the  high-paid  executives  of  the  nuclear 
industry  were  here  to  see  the  heavy  rains  and  flooding  at  Ward  Valley," 
said  Marion  Pak,  spokeswoman  for  the  Save  Ward  Valley  Coalition.  "These 
heavy  rains  and  wind  prove  once  and  for  all  the  insanity  of  dumping 
nuclear  waste  in  unlined  dirt  trenches  above  an  aquifer  with  pathways  to 
the  Colorado  River."  The  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and  the 
Save  Ward  Valley  Coaliton  are  asking  supporters  to  come  to  Ward  Valley  and 
join  the  occupation,  protest  and  ongoing  ceremonies. 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http://banwaste.envirolink.org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/IEN/wardvly4. html 
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Cherokee  enterprise  suspends  monthly  dividend  to  tribe 
Audit  firm  says  tribe's  books  can't  be  audited. 

By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

TAHLEQUAH-Cherokee  Nation  Enterprise  has  suspended  its  $250,000  monthly 
dividend  to  the  tribe  for  up  to  60  days,  CNE  PResident  Derry  Holderby  told 
councilors  Thursday  night. 

"That's  a major  hit  to  us  on  the  other  side... in  our  (tribal)  programs," 
said  Chief  of  Staff  Gary  Stopp. 

Also,  at  least  $800,000  CNE  owes  the  tribe  for  past-due  dividends  and 
for  gift  shop  inventory  can't  be  paid  yet,"  Holderby  said. 

That  wasn't  the  only  bad  news  councilors  received. 

The  tribe's  books  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1997,  are  not 
auditable,  said  Don  Williams,  vice  president  of  the  national  audit  firm 
Deloitte  & Touche. 

Outside  accountants  and  computer  contractors  will  have  to  come  in  and 
reconstruct  the  books  before  an  audit  can  begin,  Williams  said. 

He  cited  problems  with  the  tribe's  computer  software  programs  and  a lack 
of  internal  controls  as  the  problems. 

Fannie  Livingston,  a tribal  member  from  Muskogee  blamed  the 
administration  for  not  having  the  books  in  order. 

"It's  like  writing  checks  on  your  personal  account-you  need  a balance  or 
you're  going  to  be  bouncing  checks  all  over  everywhere, " she  said. 

The  council  has  been  approving  loans  from  the  tribe's  fuel  tax  account 
to  the  general  fund  to  keep  checks  from  bouncing  since  October.  The 
general  fund  now  owes  the  fuel  tax  fund  $2.9  million,"  Councilor  Harold 
DeMoss  announced.  The  committee  voted  to  allow  DeMoss  and  Councilor  Bill 
John  Baker  to  continue  authorizing  loans  to  the  general  fund  for  the  next 
30  days. 

Some  financial  questions  went  unanswered  because  the  tribe's  secretary- 
treasurer,  Dennie  Battles,  was  in  Washington  with  the  chief.  She  avoided 
giving  councilors  information  last  week  on  outstanding  legal  bills  and  her 
contract,  saying  she  would  be  at  the  Thursday  meeting  with  the 
information . 

"We  have  a secretary-treasurer  that  flies  all  over  the  country,  makes 
her  house  payments  out  of  housing  authority  funds  and  tells  us  she'll  be 
at  this  meeting  and  then  doesn't  show  up,"  Councilor  Barbara  Starr  Scott 
told  the  committee. 

Scott  later  told  the  group  she  was  in  favor  of  dismissing  Battles,  who 
is  appointed  by  the  chief  and  confirmed  by  the  council. 

Battles  is  under  FBI  investigation  for  making  a wire  transfer  from  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Housing  authority  to  pay  her  home  mortgage  company  in  Texas. 

Battles  said  earlier  that  the  funds  were  due  her  for  extra  work  she  did 
while  chief  financial  officer  at  the  authority. 


For  the  latest  in  the  ongoing  Cherokee  Constitutional  Crisis-check  out 
your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper,  THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 
http://www.cherokeeobserver.org 

"RE : Cherokee  Enterprise  Income  Up/Profit  Down"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Feb  1998  11:59:49  -0600 

From:  Summerfield/Marvin&Linda  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Cherokee  Enterprise  income  up,  profit  DOWN 
-Muskogee  Phoenix-By  Donna  Hales 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  article  was  published  2/21/98  in  the  Muskogee  Daily 

Phoenix. 

Copyright  1998  Gannett  Co.,  Inc.  Reprinted  with 
permission 


Cherokee  Enterprise  income  up,  profit  down 
Audit  report  bad  news  for  ailing  tribe 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 


TAHLEQUAH  - Cherokee  Nation  Enterprises  made  less  than  1 percent  on 
operating  revenues  of  $37.5  million  in  1997,  an  outside  audit  shows. 

That  is  bad  news  to  an  already  financially  strapped  tribe.  A financial 
report  released  on  Dan.  29  showed  the  tribe  logged  a $6.4  million  deficit 
in  a four-month  period. 

CNE ' s net  income  for  1997  was  $218,151  - less  than  half  of  what  it  was 
in  1996  ($557,470)  when  net  operating  revenues  were  almost  $10  million 
less,  the  audit  shows. 

The  report,  by  the  national  accounting  firm  of  Deloitte  & Touche,  was 
released  Thursday  to  tribal  councilors. 

One  effect  of  CNE ' s declining  financial  condition  is  that  CNE  is 
suspending  $250,000  monthly  dividends  to  the  tribe  for  up  to  60  days.  CNE 
President  Derry  Holderby  gave  councilors  the  news  Thursday. 

The  loss  in  dividends  will  be  a "major  hit"  to  tribal  programs,  said 
Chief  of  Staff  Gary  Stopp. 

"They  come  in  and  tell  us  they're  no  longer  going  to  do  our  dividends 
and  we  can't  see  where  they've  made  any  cuts  in  their  corporate  expense," 
Councilor  Harold  DeMoss,  chairman  of  the  council's  executive  and  finance 
committee,  said  Friday. 

"We'll  have  to  see  where  the  chief  makes  the  cuts  in  his  budget,"  DeMoss 
said  when  asked  what  programs  would  bear  the  brunt  of  the  loss  in  CNE 
dividends . 

CNE  already  owed  the  tribe  more  than  $800,000  in  unpaid  dividends  and 
for  inventory  in  its  Indian  gift  shops.  That  money  can't  be  paid  right 
now,  Holderby  said. 

CNE  opened  two  convenience  stores  in  1997,  but  its  sale  of  gasoline  at 
those  stores  (in  Catoosa  and  between  Muskogee  and  Fort  Bigson)  was  on  very 
low  margins,  Don  Williams,  vice  president  of  Deloitte  & Touche,  told 
councilors.  "There  was  no  significant  amount  of  profit  in  those  stores," 
he  added. 

There  also  are  no  internal  controls  and  no  internal  audit  function  at 
the  tribe's  bingo  halls,  Williams  told  councilors.  The  same  finding  was 
made  last  year,  but  there  has  been  no  improvement,  he  said. 

Holderby  promised  controls  would  be  put  in  place.  Councilor  Barbara 
Starr  Scott  told  him  that  is  what  he  promised  earlier. 

The  audit  doesn't  show  net  profit  from  each  business  activity  at  CNE, 
but  the  1998  fiscal  year  audit  will,  Williams  and  Holderby  said. 

The  audit  also  reflects  the  tribe's  restaurant  in  Tahlequah  showed  a 
gross  profit  - but  not  all  expenses  were  considered,  Williams  said.  In 
actuality,  CNE  financial  reports  show  e restaurant  lost  more  than  $300,000 
in  1997. 

CNE  didn't  follow  National  Indian  Gaming  Commissions  rules  that  each 
bingo  hall  have  a separate  audit,  Williams  said. 

There  was  no  balance  sheet  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  no  cash  flow 
record,  Williams  said. 

The  tribe's  bingo  hall  at  West  Siloam  Springs  lost  more  than  $500,000 
for  1997,  the  audit  reflects. 

CNE  has  no  strategic  business  plan  for  its  multibillion  dollar  business, 
"a  real  significant  issue  - CNE  needs  to  put  together  a two-or  three-year 
business  plan,"  Williams  told  councilors. 

"I  just  think  the  facts  came  out  (with  the  audit),"  DeMoss  said.  "CNE  - 
I think  they're  in  trouble  and  it's  snowballing.  That  in  turn  creates  a 
greater  financial  burden  at  the  Cherokee  Nation." 


Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper, 

THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 

A summation  of  what  the  auditor's  found  can  be  found  on  the  Cherokee 
Observer's  home  web  page,  http://www.cherokeeobserver.org 
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UNREST  IN  MEXICO  BREEDS  RESENTMENT  OF  OUTSIDERS 
By  IULIA  PRESTON 

CHENALHO,  Mexico  --  The  new  county  mayor  whipped  up  a crowd  of  his 
followers  with  a message  they  loved  to  hear. 

"We  are  tired  of  seeing  so  many  foreigners  around  here!"  cried  Mayor 
Pedro  Mariano  Arias  Perez,  bringing  a roar  of  approval  from  the  Tzotzil 
Indians  packed  into  the  town  square  for  his  inauguration  Feb.  5.  All  were 
supporters  of  the  government  in  its  confrontation  with  the  Zapatista 
rebels  in  southern  Chiapas  state.  And  all  were  convinced  that  the  many 
foreigners  who  have  flocked  through  the  county  recently  are  hard-core 
Zapatistas . 

"They  just  come  to  twist  the  minds  of  the  Indian  people,"  Arias  said, 
shaking  his  head  emphatically  and  showing  off  the  multicolored  ribbons 
flowing  over  the  brim  of  his  hat,  emblems  of  his  new  authority. 

Other  Mexican  officials  express  the  same  sentiments.  In  a speech  in 
January  to  Mayan  Indians,  President  Ernesto  Zedillo  accused  foreigners  of 
exploiting  tensions  in  Chiapas  to  further  their  own  causes. 

"Foreigners  who  meddle,  not  to  help  find  a solution  to  the  conflict  but 
to  use  it  as  a political  banner,  would  do  better  working  to  correct  the 
injustices  left  behind  in  their  own  countries  by  authoritarian  rule,  and 
by  the  exclusion  of  their  forefathers,"  he  said,  in  a dig  at  the  United 
States  and  its  treatment  of  Indians. 

The  deepening  polarization  in  Chiapas  has  brought  out  a zealous 
nationalism  sometimes  bordering  on  xenophobia  in  pro-government  political 
forces  both  humble  and  mighty.  The  attitude  towards  outsiders  has  soured 
significantly  since  international  attention  was  trained  on  the  state  by 
the  Dec.  22  killings  of  45  unarmed  Indians  by  pro-government  gunmen  in  a 
hamlet  in  Chenalho  county. 

A prominent  Chiapas  journalist  has  devoted  his  newspaper  columns  to 
decrying  the  "satanic  intervention"  of  unnamed  foreigners.  A local  labor 
federation  called  for  foreign  residents  to  be  rounded  up  and  expelled  from 
the  Indian  highlands. 

They  are  reacting  to  what  is,  in  fact,  a new  level  of  foreign 
involvement  in  Mexico's  affairs  as  a result  of  the  Chiapas  conflict. 

Zedillo  is  facing  unprecedented  scrutiny  from  foreign  governments  of  his 
actions  to  bring  peace.  And  in  Chiapas,  the  wrath  of  government  supporters 
is  directed  at  thousands  of  young  foreigners  who  report  back  to  non- 
government organizations  about  political  events. 

The  foreigners  who  have  descended  on  Chiapas  since  the  Zapatistas'  brief 
but  spectacular  uprising  in  1994  tended  to  come  through  international 
church,  human  rights  and  volunteer  groups. 

Many  responded  to  calls  issued  in  1995  by  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia,  the 
embattled  leader  of  the  Roman  Catholic  diocese  that  includes  most  of 
Chiapas'  Indian  regions. 

Ruiz  has  set  up  26  "civilian  peace  camps,"  mainly  in  out-of-the-way, 
pro-Zapatista  communities  that  fear  attack  by  the  Mexican  army.  The  camps 
are  staffed  by  observers,  about  half  of  them  foreigners,  who  send  reports 
to  a human  rights  monitoring  center  run  by  the  diocese. 

The  Rev.  Pablo  Romo,  who  runs  the  camps  for  the  diocese,  said  the 
observers  operate  under  rules  that  bar  them  from  becoming  protagonists  in 
Mexican  politics. 

"We  tell  them  that  they  are  not  here  to  make  history  or  throw  themselves 
in  front  of  any  tanks,"  Romo  said.  "We  Mexicans  will  make  our  own  history. 

International  Service  for  Peace,  a coalition  of  pacifist  religious 
groups  headquartered  in  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.,  publishes  a newsletter  in 
Chiapas  and  provides  unarmed  chaperones  for  any  opposition  figures  who 
have  received  death  threats.  Global  Exchange,  a private  organization  with 
headquarters  in  San  Francisco,  wires  news  of  Chiapas  by  electronic  mail  to 
850  subscribers  mostly  in  the  United  States. 

After  the  December  massacre,  the  group  organized  a Christmas  holiday 
"reality  tour"  for  21  U.S.  citizens  to  visit  the  site  and  hear  more  about 
the  background  to  the  violence. 

Global  Exchange  volunteers  acknowledge  that  they  are  partial  to  the 
Zapatistas.  But  they  said  they  do  not  take  any  active  part  in  politics  and 
are  only  monitoring  Mexico's  compliance  with  internationally  accepted 


principles . 

"We  have  to  be  on  the  side  of  the  group  that  is  most  vulnerable,  as  a 
shield  to  protect  their  rights,"  said  David  Huey,  30,  a volunteer  from 
Northern  Ireland. 

The  Mexican  government  is  so  uneasy  about  these  visitors  that  it  has  not 
granted  them  formal  permission  to  stay  or  work.  Most  foreign  observers 
have  only  tourist  visas,  which  authorize  them  only  to  be  sightseers  for  up 
to  six  months. 

Mexico's  top  immigration  official  warned  earlier  this  month  that  many 
foreigners  in  Chiapas  are  breaking  the  law. 

(Tuesday,  a U.S.  citizen,  Maria  Darlington,  of  North  Carolina,  was  taken 
into  custody  by  immigration  authorities  in  Chiapas  and  deported  to  McAllen, 
Texas.  The  authorities  said  they  had  videotapes  showing  she  participated 
in  a Zapatista  demonstration  in  April,  in  violation  of  her  tourist  visa. 

Ms.  Darlington  was  whisked  out  of  Mexico  without  being  allowed  to  take  a 
car  and  other  possessions  she  brought  with  her. 

A day  later,  immigration  agents  conducted  an  unusual  sweep  in  San 
Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  the  main  city  in  the  Indian  highlands,  asking  any 
foreigner  on  the  street  for  immigration  papers.  Immigration  checkpoints 
have  appeared  in  tense  areas  like  Chenalho,  where  officials  make  lists  and 
video  records  of  foreigners  who  pass  by.) 

Saturday,  February  14,  1998 
Copyright  1998  The  New  York  Times 


To  unsubscribe  from  this  mailing  list  send  mail  to 
gx-mexiconews-action-request@globalexchange.org 
with  the  word  "unsubscribe"  in  the  body. 

"RE : Lubicon/Ogoni  Human  Rights  Struggles"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Feb  1998  14:05:18  -0500 

From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : Lubicon/Ogoni  struggles  highlight  Human  Rights  conference 
Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Lubicon,  Ogoni  Struggles  Highlight  Human  Rights  Conference 
(For  Immediate  Release:  Toronto  - Feb  12,  1998)  From  Nigeria,  Owens  Wiwa 
coordinator  of  the  Movement  for  the  Survival  of  the  Ogoni  People  and  from 
Alberta,  Fred  Lennarson  advisor  to  the  Lubicon  Nation  are  the  keynote 
speakers  kicking  off  a human  rights  conference  marking  the  50th 
anniversary  year  of  the  signing  of  the  UN  Universal  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights.  Speeches  will  commence  after  7 pm  Friday  February  20  at  the 
Steelworkers  Hall,  25  Cecil  St.,  one  block  south  of  College,  east  of 
Spadina . 

An  18  country  UN  Human  Rights  Committee,  after  6 years  of  deliberation, 
charged  in  1990  that  Canada  was  in  violation  of  the  International  Covenant 
on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  stating  that  "recent  developments  threaten 
the  way  of  life  and  culture  of  the  Lubicon  and  constitute  a violation  of 
article  27  so  long  as  they  continue".  Fred  Lennarson  will  outline  the 
nature  of  the  ongoing  violations  of  Lubicon  human  rights  by  government, 
oil,  gas  and  logging  interests. 

Ken  Saro  Wiwa,  Ogoni  playwright  and  activist,  was  executed  in  1995  by  the 
Nigerian  government  as  a result  of  his  protest  of  the  widely  known  human 
rights  and  environmental  abuses  inflicted  upon  his  people.  Owens  Wiwa,  a 
medical  doctor,  has  taken  up  his  brother's  mantle  and  campaigns  for 
international  pressure  to  bring  an  end  to  the  abuses  pointing  the  finger 
at  not  only  the  Nigerian  government  but  also  Royal  Dutch  Shell. 

The  silencing  of  Ken  Saro  Wiwa  sparked  a global  outcry  against  the  actions 
of  the  Nigerian  dictatorship  and  Shell  on  Ogoni  land.  Recent  attempts  of 
forestry  multinational  Daishowa  to  judicially  silence  effective  citizen 
criticism  of  Daishowa 's  plans  to  clearcut  on  Lubicon  land  have  also  met 
with  escalating  public  opposition.  A decision  in  the  trial  of  Friends  of 
the  Lubicon  is  expected  next  month. 

If  you  can't  make  it  Friday  night,  we  are  currently  confirming  interviews 


with  Fred  Lennarson  for  Saturday  Feb  21. 

Please  contact  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  416-763-7500. 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 
485  Ridelle  Ave 
Toronto  ON 
M6B  1K6 

T:  416-763-7500 
F:  416-603-2715 
fol  e-mail:  fol@tao.ca 
Lubicon  supporters'  web  page: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 
FoL  trial  updates  web  page:  http://www.tao.ca/~fol/ 

"RE : What  is  an  Elder"  

From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : What's  an  "elder"? 

Date:  Thu,  19  Feb  1998  02:13:41  -0400 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d'laan'te'h. . . There  seems  to  me  that  some  folks  are  confusing  the  terms 
"elder"  & "medicine-person"  on  this  ng  & "out  there"  too.  So  here's  my 
thoughts  on  that . . . 

An  elder  isn't  necessarily  a medicine-person.  Most  elders  I know  (couple 
or  three-hundred)  don't  know  squat  about  medicine.  They  can  & sometimes  do 
refer  folks  w/  specific  problems  to  a medicine  person,  but  none  that  I 
know  as  elders  claim  to  be  medicine  people.  90%  don't  even  have  the  power 
to  run  a sweat,  & don't  pretend  to  either. 

Up  north  "elders"  are  referred  to  as  "Old  Man"  &/or  "Old  Woman",  in  almost 
every  Nation  language  I ever  heard...  (note  capitals  in  english...  that's 
why  I'm  "justanoldman"...  in  small-case,  'cause  I figure  I'm  'way  too 
young  to  even  capitalize  "Man",  let  alone  "Old".  Maybe  20-30  yrs  from  now, 
when  I walk  w/  a stick...). 

"Old  man"  & "Old  Woman"  are  recognized  as  such  by  their  families,  & the 
Dene  language  has  a word  that  is  different  for  these  folks  than  for 
ordinary  old  persons.  The  "Old  Man"  &/or  "Old  Woman"  of  a family  are  its 
record-keepers,  historians,  herbalists,  child/adult/family  therapists, 
story-tellers,  song-holders,  dance-masters,  recipe  keepers,  expert 
hunters/gatherers/fishermen/trackers/seamstresses/musicians,  etc...  & just 
plain  nice  people  everyone  in  the  family/clan  respects  & admires  & who 
they  go  to  for  any  of  the  above  duties  & data.  There  are  ordinary 
grandmothers  & ordinary  grandfathers,  but  elders  are  those  referred  to  in 
english  as  "family-grandfather"  &/or  "family-grandmother".  There  is  a big 
difference.  As  big  as  the  family,  which  may  number  up  to  2000  people  or 
more.  (Maybe  too  many  people  think  of  the  tiny,  sadly-shrunken, 

"white-model"  family  when  they  think  of  grandparents...) 

Some  families  have  more  than  2 "Old  Man"/"01d  Woman"...;  up  to  10  or  20  or 
30  with  the  big  clans  of  the  families  that  make  up  the  Nations  in  BC  & the 
US  northwest...  One  thing  they  all  have  in  common  besides  a heck  of  a lot 
of  patience  with  questions  & a great  sense  of  humor,  is  that  they  have 
wisdom...  that  magic  mix  of  knowledge  & experience.  Wisdom  takes 
seasoning,  so  they  are  all  older  folks  too.  But  not  all  older  folks  are 
considered  elders.  Like  I said  a zillion  times;  that's  up  to  the  family  or 
clan  to  decide.  No  one  can  "appoint  themselves"  as  "Old  Man"  or  "Old 
Woman".  The  qualification  & title  doesn't  come  from  the  person;  it  comes 
from  the  family/clan  of  that  person. 

As  for  the  medicine-people,  they  may  or  may  not  be  elders.  They  are  people 
who  have  decided  to  pay  a HUGE  price  of  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  those 
around  them.  Forget  the  "simple"  4-day  fasts  you  & I ordinary  people  can 
choose  to  do;  these  folks  go  7 or  even  sometimes  10  days,  plus  the  many 
years  of  total  commitment  to  "apprentice"  (close  word)  w / a real 
medicine-person...  Dust  "having  a vision"  doesn't  make  a medicine-person. 
Hehaka  Sapa  had  his  first  vision  at  age  10  or  so,  if  I recall  his  story 
right.  That  sure  didn't  make  him  a medicine-man.  Fie  was  in  his  late  30's 


or  early  40's  before  he  OR  his  people/family  considered  that  he'd  been 
long  enough  learning  to  be  truly  "plugged  into"  the  power.  He  could  have 
had  100  visions  & proclaimed  himself  a medicine-man  until  he  was  blue  in 
the  face,  & it  would  have  meant  absolute  zero  (0)  if  his  family  had  known 
otherwise  & ignored  him. 

Neither  elders  or  medicine-people  "walk  on  water".  By  that  I mean  that 
elders  make  as  many  mistakes  & have  all  of  the  same  strength  & weaknesses 
that  you  & I do.  So  if  anyone's  looking  for  saints  they  should  head  for  a 
church,  not  look  foe  elders.  The  medicine-people  are  more  "holy"  (lousy 
english  language!).  They  have  to  be  much  more  careful  about  how  they  act, 
all  the  time,  because  their  every  action  can  have  consequences,  good  or 
bad,  small  or  earth-shattering,  for  themselves  or  for  those  around  them. 
They  are  not  bothered  by  folks  who  want  a story  told,  or  who  want  to  hear 
a legend,  or  for  any  other  "non-medicine"  matter.  You  go  to  an  elder  for 
that  stuff.  Elders  can  talk  about  a "wrongness"  but  medicine-people  fix 
it.  Or  rather,  they  can  focus  the  power  on  fixing  it. 

Does  that  humble  offering  of  an  explanation  of  what  "elder"  & 
"medicine-person"  means  help  anyone  out  there?  Anyone  want  to  add  to  or 
correct  what  I wrote?  The  door's  open,  cups  on  the  shelf  & the  pot's  on 
the  stove...  come  on  in... 
masi : cho . . . 


"RE : Another  View  on  First  Americans'  Arrival"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Feb  1998  17:19:04  -0700 
From:  "Leo  Chavez,  Dr"  <cchavez@Colorado. EDU> 

Sub j : New  Evidence  Offers  Another  View  on  First  Americans'  Arrival  (fwd) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  C-bcn@clari.net  (BCN  / Bay  City  News  Service) 

Newsgroups : clari. local. California . sfbay. education 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

-ADVISORY 

A University  of  California  at  Berkeley  professor  has  gathered  new 
evidence  suggesting  that  the  first  Americans  may  have  migrated  from  the 
south  40,000  years  ago. 

Contrary  to  the  popular  belief  that  the  earliest  Americans  arrived  from 
the  north  through  Siberia,  Professor  of  Slavic  Studies  Johanna  Nichols  is 
suggesting  an  entirely  different  story. 

Nichols'  research  into  indigenous  American  languages  suggests  that  the 
first  Americans  were  already  developing  their  culture  in  the  tropical 
south  and  moved  northward  to  settle  as  the  glaciers  retreated. 

New  evidence  out  of  Monte  Verde  in  Southern  Chile  has  been  dated  at  12, 
500  years  old,  indicating  signs  of  life  during  the  Ice  Age,  says  Nichols. 

Nichols  also  found  in  her  studies  that  Native  American  languages  are  so 
diverse  that  they  would  have  taken  at  least  35,000  years  to  develop. 

"From  the  Sierras  and  the  Andes  mountains  all  the  way  to  the  Atlantic, 
American  languages  share  distinctive  endemic  features,"  Nichols  says, 
"This  indicates  a common  history  of  a people  so  ancient  that  we  cannot 
hope  to  trace  their  linguistic  descent." 

Nichols  presented  her  theory  in  an  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  held  this  morning  in 
Philadelphia . 

Want  to  tell  us  what  you  think  about  the  ClariNews?  Please  feel 
free  to  <<email  us  your  comments>>  <comments@clari . net> . 

"RE;  Mascots  Redux"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Feb  1998  11:26:10  -0500 

From:  Steve  Russell  <srussell@lonestar . jpl . utsa . edu> 

Sub j : Mascots  redux 


Mailing  List: 


TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity . sfsu.edu) 


A couple  of  people  on  the  list  have  seen  this  privately,  and  the  mascot 
talk  has  gone  on  long  enough  that  I can  no  longer  resist.  This  kind  of 
thing  gets  no  respect  where  I have  to  live  to  make  a living,  so  now  and 
then  I just  have  to  pitch  one  out  on  triballaw  for  a reality  check. 

Steve  Russell 

Dreaming 

I could  not  tell  if  I was  dreaming. 

You  know  how  it  is.  You  wake  up  but  something  about  reality  doesn't  seem 
quite  right  and  you  think  you  might  still  be  asleep  but  you  can"t  really 
tell? 

I stumbled  out  of  bed  and  punched  the  coffee  machine  into  burbling  life 
and  collected  the  newspaper  from  the  front  yard. 

The  sports  page  told  me  that  the  New  Jersey  Niggers  had  beaten  the  Boston 
Micks . 

Some  player  on  the  Houston  Hebes  had  accused  the  San  Antonio  Spies  of 
dropping  their  last  game  to  get  a higher  draft  pick. 

The  league  was  expanding  to  Toronto,  and  since  they  had  already  honored 
African-Americans,  Irish-Americans,  Jewish-Americans  and 
Hispanic-Americans,  they  wanted  to  name  a team  to  honor  Native  Americans. 

They  sent  out  notices  to  all  the  tribal  leaders,  and  they  told  us  we 
could  have  whatever  we  wanted:  Prairie  Niggers  (if  the  New  Jersey  team 
did  not  object).  Redskins,  Savages,  Warriors,  Heathens,  Braves,  Bucks--and 
of  course  the  cheerleaders  would  be  the  Squaws,  unless  we  wanted  to 
modernize  the  language  and  just  call  them  the  Cunts. 

But  the  tribal  leaders  voted  for  a write-in  candidate,  the  Treaties. 

"Toronto  Treaties."  It  has  a nice  ring  to  it. 

But  the  league  was  puzzled.  What  kind  of  a name  is  that? 

"If  the  United  States  and  Canada  want  to  honor  the  First  Nations,"  said 
the  tribal  leaders,  "honor  our  treaties." 

And  there  was  a sidebar  story.  It  seems  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada  had  heard  this  and  called  a joint 
press  conference. 

"We  had  no  idea,"  they  said,  "that  our  countries  have  violated  so  many 
agreements  with  Native  Americans.  We  have  formed  a joint  commission  to 
recommend  how  to  make  it  up  to  the  survivors,  and  we  have  each  proposed 
legislation  tendering  a formal  apology." 

And  it  was  at  that  moment  I knew  I was  dreaming. 

"RE : We  Cannibals  Must  Help  These  Christians"  

Date:  Sun,  01  Feb  1998  20:06:54  -0500 
From:  Louis  Proyect  <lnp3@columbia . edu> 

Sub j : "We  cannibals  must  help  these  Christians" 

UUCP  email 

Chapter  three  of  Moby  Dick,  titled  "The  Spouter  Inn",  contains  one  of  the 
most  famous  scenes  in  American  literature.  The  narrator  Ishmael  awakens  to 
find  the  heavily  tattooed,  South-Sea  Islander,  harpooner  and  sometime 
cannibal  Queequeg  in  his  bed.  In  a few  days  he  and  Queequeg  have  overcome 
their  initial  shock  and  have  become  good  friends.  Chapter  thirteen,  titled 
"Wheelbarrow, " is  not  as  well-known,  but  deserves  to  be  since  it  is  very 
relevant  to  contemporary  discussions  of  multiculturalism,  western 
"civilization"  and  other  hotly  contested  issues. 

This  chapter  begins  with  the  two  men  making  their  way  to  the  docks  where 
they  have  booked  passage  on  a packet  schooner.  The  small  ship  will  bring 
them  to  Nantucket,  where  Ahab's  whaling-ship,  the  Pequod,  awaits  them. 

Queequeg  has  borrowed  a wheelbarrow,  which  is  loaded  with  the  two  men's 
gear,  including  Queequeg's  harpoons.  As  they  make  their  way  to  the  docks, 
Queequeg  lets  Ishmael  in  on  his  comic  mishap  with  the  first  wheelbarrow  he 
ever  saw.  Now  that  the  South-Sea  Islander  feels  comfortable  with  his  white 
companion,  he  doesn't  mind  letting  him  know  about  his  occasional 
difficulties  with  white  civilization. 

One  time,  after  Queequg  had  just  arrived  in  the  port  of  Sag  Harbor,  his 


captain  lent  him  a wheelbarrow  so  he  could  get  his  heavy  chest  from  the 
ship  to  the  boarding-house  in  town.  Queequeg  didn't  quite  know  how  to  use 
the  contraption,  so  he  loaded  his  chest  on  the  wheelbarrow  and  then  carried 
both  the  wheelbarrow  and  its  contents  into  town  on  his  head.  Ishmael  says, 
"Queequeg,  you  might  have  known  better  than  that,  one  would  think.  Didn't 
the  people  laugh?" 

This  leads  Queequeg  to  tell  him  another  story.  On  his  native  island  of 
Rokovoko,  there  is  always  a ceremonial  large  calabash  at  wedding  feasts 
that  is  filled  with  the  fragrant  water  of  young  coconuts.  One  day  a large 
merchant  ship  docked  at  the  island  on  the  occasion  of  Queequeg' s sister's 
wedding,  to  which  they  invite  the  captain.  The  feast  began  with  a 
ceremonial  blessing  of  the  calabash,  which  includes  the  tribal  high  priest 
dipping  his  fingertips  into  the  bowl  before  passing  it  around  so  people  can 
fill  their  cups  with  the  blessed  nectar.  The  captain,  who  is  seated  next  to 
priest,  views  himself  as  being  more  powerful  than  the  priest  and 
consequently  takes  it  upon  himself  to  wash  his  hands  in  the  bowl.  "Now," 
said  Queequeg,  "what  you  tink  now?--Didn't  our  people  laugh?" 

Once  Queequeg  and  Ishmael  are  on  the  deck  of  the  packet  schooner,  Ishmael 
notices  the  other  passengers  gawking  at  Queequeg.  Some  are  so  rude  as  to 
make  disrespectful  gestures  behind  Queequeg' s back.  He  catches  one  of  them 
out  of  the  corner  of  his  eye  and  throws  him  bodily  into  the  air.  When  the 
startled  young  man  lands  on  his  feet,  he  goes  running  to  the  captain  crying 
out,  "Capting,  Capting,  here's  the  Devil,"  referring  to  Queequeg. 

The  captain  approaches  Queequeg  and  lectures  him  for  nearly  killing  his 
tormentor.  Queequeg  explains  that  the  young  man  he  threw  in  the  air  was  a 
only  a "small  fish-e"  and  that  he  only  kills  big  whales.  At  that  very 
moment,  the  mainsail  boom  become  unlashed  and  begins  swinging  wildly  back 
and  forth.  Not  only  does  it  throw  the  crew  into  a complete  panic,  it  knocks 

Queequeg 's  tormentor  into  the  water.  Everybody  is  frozen  in  panic  at  this 

point . 

At  this  point,  Queequeg  goes  into  action.  He  grabs  hold  of  a rope  and 
secures  one  end  to  a bulwark.  With  the  other  end,  he  fashions  a lasso  and 
tosses  it  on  the  wayward  boom  which  he  brings  under  control.  As  soon  as 
this  is  done,  he  jumps  into  the  water  in  the  general  direction  of  the  man 
overboard.  Melville  writes: 

"A  few  minutes  more,  and  he  rose  again,  one  arm  still  striking  out,  and 
with  the  other  dragging  a lifeless  form.  The  boat  soon  picked  them  up.  The 
poor  bumpkin  was  restored.  All  hands  voted  Queequeg  a noble  trump;  the 
captain  begged  his  pardon.  From  that  hour  I clove  to  Queequeg  like  a 
barnacle;  yea,  till  poor  Queequeg  took  his  last  long  dive." 

Queequeg  took  all  this  in  stride  and  didn't  understand  what  all  the  fuss 
was  about.  He  didn't  seem  to  think  that  he  deserved  a medal.  He  only  asked 

for  some  fresh  water  to  wash  the  brine  off  with.  Once  that  was  done,  he  put 

on  dry  clothes  and  began  to  smoke  his  pipe.  Ishmael  thought  that  the 
expression  on  Queequeg's  face  seem  to  say  "It's  a mutual,  joint-stock 
world,  in  all  meridians.  We  cannibals  must  help  these  Christians." 

Melville  was  a very  careful,  deliberate  writer  who  chose  words  carefully. 
Why  would  he  have  the  cannibal  describe  the  world  in  these  commercial 
terms?  Doesn't  joint-stock  seem  to  describe  the  world  that  Ishmael  was 
fleeing:  the  isle  of  Manhattan,  "belted  round  by  wharves  as  Indian  isles  by 
coral  reefs--commerce  surrounds  it  with  her  surf."  The  words  "joint-stock" 
are  chosen  in  irony.  Melville  was  very  familiar  with  the  South-Sea  island 
societies  and  knew  that  stock  ownership  of  any  sort  was  alien  to  such  people 

Melville  was  no  social  scientist,  but  his  alienation  from  American 
capitalism  was  clearly  expressed  through  his  fiction.  Moby  Dick  was  written 
in  1851  and  by  this  time  there  could  be  no  mistake  about  the  direction  of 
the  country.  It  was  becoming  wealthy  through  slave  labor,  subjugation  of 
the  Indian  and  domination  of  the  world's  oceans,  just  as  England  had  done 
before  it.  This  would  very  likely  explain  why  three  of  Moby  Dick's  most 
sympathetic  characters  are  Doggo,  an  African,  Tashtego,  an  American  Indian, 
and  Queequeg. 

It  would  also  explain  why  Ahab  and  his  fellow  Christian  profiteers  are  so 
villainous.  I have  never  understood  why  American  literary  critics  equate 
the  great  white  whale  with  evil,  when  it  seems  so  obvious  that  what 
disturbs  Melville  is  commerce  itself  and  not  the  hunted  animal.  We  must 


remember  that  nobody  has  really  analyzed  the  system  at  this  point.  European 
novelists  and  poets  simply  regarded  it  as  the  "factory  system",  but  didn't 
quite  understand  what  made  it  tick.  Meanwhile,  America's  greatest  writer 
takes  as  his  subject  the  whaling  factory  of  the  open  waters.  It  is  not  an 
oppressive  place,  but  nonetheless  there  is  something  about  the 
single-minded  desire  to  kill  whales  that  troubles  the  writer.  Perhaps 
Melville  understood  the  final  logic  of  such  expeditions--they  would  lead  to 
the  extinction  of  one  of  the  world's  noblest  creatures.  Since  Melville 
wrote  literature  rather  than  propaganda,  we  can  not  be  sure.  This 
ambiguity,  of  course,  is  what  gives  Moby  Dick  so  much  power. 

The  slaughter  of  whales,  like  the  slaughter  of  beavers  and  buffaloes,  were 
key  elements  in  the  development  of  American  capitalism.  In  the  final  fifty 
years  of  the  19th  century,  capitalism  in  the  United  States  became  better 
understood  as  a social  system.  European  socialism  was  imported  into  the 
United  States  as  the  labor  movement  took  root.  In  the  next  fifty  years, 
from  1900  to  the  mid-century  mark,  this  system  gained  hegemony  all  over  the 
world.  The  American  Indian  h 


From  gans@netcom.com  Mon  Mar  9 11:04:34  1998 
Date:  Tue,  3 Man  1998  20:15:31  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.010 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Innu-L,  Nat-Film  & 

Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 

NASC  News;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native; 
http: //www. bigskywire. com/gazette/wednesday/region/reg009. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to  a 


.doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"When  the  white  people  came  first  here,  they  were  poor;  but  now  they 
have  got  our  lands,  and  are  by  them  rich." 

"What  little  we  receive  goes  soon  away,  but  the  land  lasts  forever." 
Gachradodow,  Cayuga 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I received  two  very  different  notes  this  week.  One  questioned  whether 
this  newsletter  has  taken  a more  militant  stand.  The  other  asked  why 
I included  articles  that  seemed  to  oppose  each  other.  Both  reminded 
me  it  is  time  to  again  explain  Wotanging  Ikche's  purpose. 

First,  there  is  a reason  the  banner  is  in  several  languages,  each  more 
or  less  stating  this  is  "The  Peoples'  News".  From  the  time  it  was  given 
me  to  serve  as  a messenger  for  the  First  Nations  of  Turtle  Island,  I 
welcomed  anyone  to  send  the  title  in  their  language  if  they  wished  it 
to  be  included.  I would  rather  have  two  pages  of  titles  in  the 
languages  of  the  First  People  than  one  line  in  the  language  of  the 
occupation  forces.  The  offer  stands. 

For  those  who  do  not  know  here  are  the  translations: 

Wotanging  Ikche Lakota  for  News  of  the  People 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya Cherokee  for  Dournal  of  the  People 

Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin . . . Blackfoot  for  News  for  All  the  People 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse Creek  for  People's  New  News 

Aunchemokauhettittea Narragansett  for  Let  Us  Share  News 

ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min Ojibwe  for  We  Are  Talking  About  Ourselves 

Native  American  News Occupation  Forces 

Except  on  very  rare  occasions  the  _only_  words  in  this  newsletter 
that  are  mine  occur  here  in  the  editorial.  Everything  else  reflects  what 
has  been  sent  or  granted  permission  for  redistribution.  If  the  tone  is 
more  militant  that  means  the  contributions  are  more  militant.  If  the  tone 
is  more  conciliatory  that  means  the  articles  submitted  are  of  a conciliatory 
nature.  I don't  edit  for  content  nor  select  to  suit  my  personal  views. 

It  is  tradition  among  most  Tribes  to  keep  council  by  giving  voice  to 
all  who  wish  to  be  heard,  then  arriving  at  a consensus  based  on  what  has 
been  offered.  That  is  why  there  are  often  opposing  views  expressed  in  the 
same  or  closely  released  issues.  It  is  not  my  place  to  push  a view  or  set 
a venue.  In  fact,  there  are  many  times  I do  not  agree  with  what  one  article 
or  another  might  say.  Again,  I am  not  a censor.  I am  a messenger.  You  who 
read  the  words  offered  must  decide  the  truth  for  yourself.  I have  seen 
that  over  a period  of  issues  "The  People"  do  come  to  a consensus.  That  is 
as  it  should  be.  That  is  how  it  will  be  so  long  as  I continue  to  fulfill 
the  vow  I made  to  make  a place  for  the  People  to  share  their  news. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Date:  Wed,  25  Feb  1998  08:48:16  EST 
From:  Dswordy@aol.com 
Sub j : Rod's  scrapbook 


A scrapbook  of  e-mail  notes,  saved  posts  and  other  writings  of  Rod  Whited 
(Eagle  Feather),  who  died  at  age  48  on  Feb.  22  following  a stroke,  is  being 
compiled  by  Dim  Steele  (jswordy@aol.com). 

Anyone  who  wishes  to  write  about  Rod,  or  to  send  old  postings  he  sent  out, 
is  welcomed  to  do  so  to  Steele's  AOL  address. 

"The  thought  came  to  me  that  if  I do  this,  his  four-year-old  twin  daughters 
will  have  something  in  the  future  by  which  they  can  know  about  their  father 
and  the  pride  he  had  in  his  Tsalagi  heritage,"  Steele  said.  "Some  people  have 
already  responded  with  Tsalagi  stories  Rod  posted,  and  I am  thankful  to  them 
for  providing  the  impetus  for  the  idea.  Notes  about  what  he  meant  to  people  on 
listservers  he  posted  to  are  also  welcome." 

The  scrapbook  will  be  presented  to  Rod's  wife,  Denise. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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RE:  Woman  Warrior  Puts  Faith  in  Words 


Date:  Sat,  28  Feb  1998  11:38:04  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Woman  Warrior  Puts  Faith  in  Words 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

The  following  is  written  by  Dacqueline  F.  Keeler  for  Pacific  News  Service 
and  is  reprinted  here  with  permission. 

A Woman  Warrior  Puts  Faith  in  Words-- 
UN  Investigates  Navajo  Removal 

Editor's  Note:  In  a clear  reversal  of  the  usual  international  scenario,  the 
United  States  is  being  investigated  for  violation  of  human  rights.  The 
specific  charge  involves  allegations  of  religious  intolerance  in  the  Black 
Mesa  area  of  Arizona.  Dacqueline  Keeler  writes  that  these  charges  have 
resonance  for  her  and  thousands  of  Navajo  people.  Keeler,  a member  of  the 
Dineh  Nation  and  the  Yankton  Sioux  works  with  the  American  Indian  Child 
Resource  Center  in  Oakland,  CA.  Her  work  has  appeared  in  Winds  of  Change, 
an  American  Indian  journal. 

By  Dacqueline  Keeler 

The  United  states  is  being  investigated  for  violating  the  religious 
freedom  of  its  citizens,  the  first  time  an  international  agency  has  ever 
made  such  a move. 

The  United  Nations  "Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance," 


Abdelfattah  Amor  has  visited  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  Reservations  to  look  into 
alleged  violations  that  stem  from  a coal  mining  strip  operation  in  Black 
Mesa,  Arizona,  one  of  the  country's  largest  coal  repositories . 

As  a Navajo,  or  Dineh,  as  we  call  ourselves,  I am  hopeful  that  this 
initial  investigation  of  may  lead  to  an  end  that  will  allow  our  elders  to 
pursue  "hozho",  "to  walk  in  Beauty"  as  we  say,  again. 

Over  the  past  thirty  years,  10,000  traditional  sheep-herding  Navajos 
living  near  Black  Mesa  have  been  subjected  to  mass  removal  from  their  land, 
the  desecration  of  4,000  family  graves  and  sacred  sites,  and  repeated 
impoundment  of  their  livestock  and  other  harassment  by  Hopi  officials,  U.S. 
Agents,  and  the  Peabody  Coal  Company.  Nine  thousand  have  been  relocated, 
some  to  land  along  the  Rio  Puerco,  the  site  of  a uranium  spill  larger  than 
3-mile  Island.  This  is  the  largest  forced  removal  of  people  in  the  United 
states  since  the  Internment  of  lapanese-American  citizens  during  World  War 
II.  It  has  cost  U.S.  taxpayers  more  than  a quarter  of  a billion  dollars. 

This  particular  issue  has  been  looming  over  my  family  all  of  my  life.  I 
think  I was  seven  when  I first  understood  that  my  grandparents ' land  was 
"frozen"--which  meant  they  could  not  have  running  water  or  electricity.  We 
bathed  at  night  after  a long  day  of  herding  sheep  by  the  light  of  a 
kerosene  lamp  in  water  hauled  from  far  away. 

The  land  had  been  frozen  by  the  courts  when  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council 
sought  title  to  it.  Improvements  were  forbidden--  a homeowner  could  be 
fined,  possibly  arrested  for  doing  simple  repairs.  My  grandparents  and 
other  elders  were  to  be  removed  from  their  homes  to  make  way  for  Hopi 
progress . 

Both  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  are  heavily  dependent  on  the  money  from  coal 
strip-mining--  a method  so  destructive  that  some  estimates  are  that  the 
land  will  be  uninhabitable  for  75,000  years.  Coal  revenues  account  for 
nearly  40%  of  the  Navajo  Tribal  budget  and  80%  of  the  Hopi  Tribal  budget. 
Peabody  Coal,  the  British  company  that  runs  Black  Mesa,  also  uses  a slurry 
line--  where  coal  is  mixed  with  water  and  sent  through  a pipeline--  to 
transport  the  coal  across  the  desert.  This  has  consumed  nearly  one  billion 
gallons  of  drinking  water  from  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  aquifer.  All  but  the 
deepest  wells  are  dry,  and  all  Hopi  wells  may  be  completely  dry  in  four  year 

Despite  this,  the  coal  company  has  been  praised  for  its  attempts  to 
restore  the  land  to  its  original  state  by  planting  trees.  In  this  stripped 
soil,  it  is  easy  to  see  the  neat  rows  of  plastic  pipes  that  mark  the 
planting.  Every  one  has  a dead  tree  in  it.  Everywhere  are  signs  that  say 
"Keep  our  Mine  Clean". 

All  this  stands  in  stark  contrast  to  the  lives  of  our  elders,  both  Hopi 
and  Dineh,  lives  based  on  a harmonious  and  respectful  relationship  with  the 
land.  The  tribal  governments'  support  for  this  form  of  "economic 
development"  is  a testament  to  the  grinding  poverty  facing  our  nations, 
that  our  people  have  survived  at  all  is  a testament  to  the  strength  of 
spirit  that  our  ancestors  continue  to  give  to  us. 

My  great,  great  grandfather.  Big  Horse,  fought  the  U.S.  Army  in  1864. 

He  was  fifteen.  As  he  and  other  warriors  held  out,  the  soldiers  the 
force-marched  4,000  Dineh  across  the  state  of  New  Mexico  in  what  was  called 
the  "Long  Walk"  and  held  in  concentration  camps  for  four  years. 

I learned  about  him  in  a book  by  my  great  aunt  Tiana.  She  wrote, "Right 
now,  the  young  generation  knows  nothing.  They  don't  know  stories  about 
anything.  They  just  think  that  this  is  our  land  and  it  was  given  to  us  by 
the  Great  Spirit.  But  their  great-grand  ancestors  didn't  tell  them.  This 
land  was  fought  for." 

"I  make  this  book  for  the  young  generation  to  read  and  know  the  courage 
of  the  Navajo  warriors,  what  our  ancestors  did  for  us.... They  paid  for  out 
land  with  their  lives." 

This  connection  with  ancestors  and  the  land  their  ancestors  bequeathed 
to  them  compels  Navajo  families  who  have  held  out  these  30  years.  Recently, 
Chris  Interpreter,  a young  Dineh  man  from  one  of  the  communities  near  Black 
Mesa,  came  to  visit  us  in  Oakland.  He  told  us  how  he  had  been  arrested  and 
beaten  by  Hopi  Tribal  Rangers  when  he  tried  to  prevent  them  from  impounding 
his  grandmother ' s sheep.  Later  he  was  charged  with  trespassing  on  his  own 
land . 

In  response,  he  wrote  to  the  editor  of  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  papers"  I 


will  pray  with  faith  and  hope...." 

When  the  UN  representative  makes  his  report  to  the  world,  I will  be 
listening  and  so  will  the  old  grandmothers,  the  uncles,  the  young  people, 
the  ancestors  and  those  not  yet  born.  This  connection  to  the  land  cannot  be 
dismissed.  It  will  not  go  away. 

Big  Horse  remembered  his  father's  words. "In  Navajo,  a warrior  means 
someone  who  can  get  through  the  snowstorm  when  no  one  else  can.  In  Navajo, 
a warrior  is  the  one  that  doesn't  get  the  flu  when  everyone  else  does--  the 
only  one  walking  around,  making  a fire  for  the  sick,  giving  them  medicine, 
feeding  them  food,  making  them  strong  to  fight  the  flu.  In  Navajo,  a 
warrior  is  the  one  who  can  use  words  so  everyone  knows  they  are  part  of  the 
same  family.  In  Navajo,  a warrior  says  what  is  in  the  people's  hearts. 

Talks  about  what  the  land  means  to  them.  Brings  them  together  to  fight  for 
it . " 

Chris,  presently  on  a national  speaking  tour,  is  a young  warrior-  he 
uses  words  and  so  do  I. 

Jacqueline  F.  Keeler  | American  Indian  Child  Resource 
Program  Coordinator  | Center,  Oakland,  CA 

21  Generations  Adolescent  Pregnancy  Prevention 
| (510)208-1870  x 317 

jfkeeler@there.net  j (510)208-1886  FAX 
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You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate). 

To  unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist 
internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : A Mayan  Visit  to  the  Island"  

Date:  Sun,  01  Mar  1998  20:58:21  -0800 
From:  austin  <austin@nantucket . net> 

(by  way  of  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com>) 

Sub j : IN  LAK'ECH-A  Mayan  visit  to  the  island 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Khwe  Friends: 

Juan  Gonzalez  visited  us  here  on  the  island  friday  night,  and  spoke  to  a 
group  of  interested  people  at  a gathering/potlache/fundraiser  that  the 
Native  Heritage  Center  had  quickly  arranged.  He  apologised  profusely, 
because  the  elder,  Don  Alejandro,  a Guatemalan  Quiche  Mayan  healer  and 
president  of  the  Mayan  elders  had  been  delayed  and  wasn't  yet  in  the 
country.  Don  Alejandro  was  the  "main  event"  that  we'd  advertised  for  the 
gathering.  But,  things  change,  Juan,  whose  Mayan  name  is  quite  different 
and  quite  beautiful,  (Gonjalez  is  handed  out  like  Smith  in  the  US)called 
and  agreed  to  come  alone,drive  down  from  Boston  to  explain  that  Don 
Alejandro  had  been  ill, (he's  73)  and  had  been  asked  at  the  last  minute  by 
the  Elder  Council  in  Guatemala  to  officiate  at  an  eclipse  ceremony,  the 
last  solar  eclipse  of  the  millennium.  There  are  no  phones  in  Don  Alejandro's 
village,  and  an  eight  hour  drive  to  receive  or  send  messages,  Juan's  words 
to  me:  "Yes  I'll  say  a few  words  to  the  people,  to  apologise  for  Don 
Alejandro's  not  coming  to  visit.  The  Council  of  elders  have  given  me 
permission  to  speak  for  them." 

Juan  is  Don  Alejandro's  "apprentice"  and  translator  when  they  travel 
around  the  country/world  to  bring  the  message  of  peace  and  unity  from  the 
Mayans.  They've  sat  with  Pope  John  Paul,  with  presidents.  Next  week  they'll 
go  toe-to-toe  with  the  Harvard  Divinity  School,  in  a roundtable  format. 

Should  be  interesting,  as  Harvard  Divinity  School  is  responsible,  in  no  small 
part,  for  the  decimation  of  the  New  England  Native  Traditional  Religion  from 


Colonial  times,  and  sent  many  a christianized  indian  preacher  out  into  the 
world  to  cure  his  pagan  brethern  of  their  evil  ways) 

luan  Gonzalez  was  electrifying.  We  picked  him  up  at  the  boat  dock,  drove 
him  through  the  darkening  island  to  a building  full  of  strangers,  and  he 
strode  in,  long  black  hair  tied  back,  a traditional  woven  "ghost  shirt" 
for  protection  when  traveling.  He  arranged  his  maps  and  posters  and  videos, 
lit  his  copal  "god  pot",  (eyeing  the  ceiling  for  smoke  detectors,  an 
occupational  hazard  for  native  healers)  and  began  to  speak.  I can't  begin 
to  tell  you  everything,  except  a few  stray  facts.  In  Maya  country  there  are 
8 and  a half  million  indigenous  out  of  15  million  "others."  In  Guatemala, 
the  Council  of  Elders  are  a sleeping  giant,  an  unofficial  government 
conferred  with  by  the  World  Bank  about  investment  strategy.  The  ruins  and 
sacred  places  are  about  to  revert  to  the  Maya,  who  very  much  want  to  share 
their  heritage  with  he  world,  but  in  their  way,  not  the  crackerjack  box 
dilutions  of  the  Cultural  Ministry  and  Maya  Tours  Inc. 

His  audience  was  a mix  of  local  people.  We  sent  out  invites  to  a few 
off -islanders,  but  no  takers  at  the  last  minute.  A woman  Quaker  minister 
was  there,  an  Af rican-American  and  her  husband  from  Trinidad,  both 
faith/holistic  healers  doing  workshops  and  visiting  for  the  weekend,  a few 
nose-ringed.  Doc  Martin,  health  food  store  hippies,  a Dine'h  mixed  blood 
friend  far,  far  from  his  New  Mexico  home,  a local  tile  setter  just  back 
from  a Peruvian  Shamanistic  junket,  (loaded  for  spiritual  bear),  a Scottish 
story  teller  with  an  adopted  Nez  Perce  name,  a whole  room  full  of 
attentive,  smiling  faces.  Most  notably  were  the  absentees.  We'd  especially 
invited  members  of  the  local  clergy.  Invited  them  to  meet  Don  Alejandro,  a 
sort  of  healer  to  healer  jam  session.  None  showed.  The  Catholic  priest  had 
somebody  call  the  day  before,  send  out  feelers,  but  we  imagine  the  threat 
was  too  great  to  his  own  faith  to  meet  this  dream-walking,  smoke-blowing, 
holy  man  face  to  face  and  on  equal  footing.  Probably  all  for  the  best 
anyway,  because  Duan's  words  about  the  Mother  Church  were  none  too 
complimentary.  We've  learned  a few  things  about  the  ways  of  churches  in 
trying  to  reengage  the  native  spirit  here  on  this  island.  The  Unitarians 
are  really  supportive,  (the  minister  was  on  vacation  for  this  one  however. 

He  would  have  come),  the  Catholics  are  completely  in  denial  of  any  faith 
but  their  own,  the  Congregationists  have  zero  outside-the-fold  presence,  as 
do  the  Methodists,  the  Baptists,  the  Episcopals.  I think  it's  a subtle 
racist  way  of  saying,  "if  you  want  to  come  to  our  church,  and  we  can  give 
you  Christian  Fellowship  literature  and  a dunk  in  the  baptizing  pool,  fine, 
but  don't  be  talking  about  your  Creator  or  your  Prophecies  or  your  smoky, 
feather-and-bead , cosmology  around  my  door." 

luan  refused  any  offer  of  food  while  he  was  talking,  just  a glass  of  water. 
We  never  asked,  but  suspect  that  to  impart  this  important  message,  that 
fasting  is  a part  of  the  preparation. 

Then  we  showed  a short  video  about  Chiapas.  By  Kerry  Appel,  from  Denver, 
(his  company.  The  Human  Bean,  sells  weavings  and  coffee  from  the  Chiapas 
people)  makes  these  movies  from  his  trips  down  to  Mexico.  luan's  comments: 
"Not  enough  of  the  actual  violence.  I've  lived  it.  My  kids  have  lived  it. 

Most  of  my  friends  from  there  are  dead." 

I explained  that  perhaps  the  filmmaker  might  not  have  been  permitted  to 
film  government  abuses,  that  to  do  so  would  probably  mean  his  own  life,  luan 
agreed,  and  said  the  film  was  good,  but  he  does  have  footage  of  actual 
atrocities,  for  any  one  needing  to  see  for  themselves.  (We'll  try  and  make 
copies) 

After  the  people  had  gone,  around  midnight,  and  the  last  straggler  had 
pumped  his  hand  and  offered  a ten  or  a twenty  for  Mayan  resistance 
struggles,  we  began  filling  up  garbage  bags  of  paper  plates  and  cups  from 
the  dinner,  luan  grabbed  a broom,  helped  us  awhile,  then  went  outside  to 
look  at  the  stars.  The  UMASS  Field  Station,  for  the  study  of  marine  biology 
and  botany,  where  we  hold  our  native  gatherings,  is  perched  right  on 
Nantucket  harbor.  It  was  a calm,  moonless,  night,  just  the  red  flash  of  the 
channel  lights  way  off,  and  a tiny  house  light  further  off,  but  mostly  sky 
and  star.  Dark  as  a pocket,  luan  came  back  in.  "Reminds  me  of  Big 
Mountain."  They  had  been  in  Dine'h  Country  a while  back. 

The  next  morning,  we  did  a sunrise  service.  Five  of  us.  The  two  Dine-h 
mixblood  expatriates,  then  us.  Laughing  Crow  and  Little  Bear,  then  luan.  We 


got  there  first,  parking  at  the  base  of  Alter  Rock  and  walking  up,  (we 
don't  like  to  disturb  the  spirits  with  our  pony)  a dizzying  90  ft  above  the 
ocean,  but  the  spiritual  heart  of  the  long-vanished  Wampanoags  who  once 
held  the  island  as  home.  Then  the  two  Dine'h,  Dohn  and  his  younger  brother, 
arriving  in  a noisy,  Detroit  ghetto-boat,  swaying  dreamcatchers  and  a large 
hoopdrum  tucked  into  the  naugahyde  seat,  an  AIM  decal  in  the  cracked 
windshield.  They  took  the  hill,  spinning  gravel,  whipped  right  by  us, 
dropped  out  of  sight,  then  hiked  back  up.  luan's  eyes  were  closed, 
undisturbed,  quietly  loading  copal  into  his  godpot,  whispering  gentle  Mayan 
offerings  we'll  never  hear  translated . (Mayans  hate  translations  I think. 
Perhaps  it  defies  and  insults  the  spirits  inside  the  words)  The  lowlands 
were  shrouded  in  this  dewy  ocean  fog,  obscuring  the  heath  plants  and  low 
scrub.  Atop  Alter  Rock,  it  might  as  well  be  Everest  or  K2.  At  6:15  the  sun 
popped  out  of  the  Atlantic,  a brilliant  orangina.  luan  drew  a circle  in  the 
dirt  with  his  finger,  then  drew  a cross  inside  that,  then  four  smaller 
circles  in  each  cardinal  corner.  The  two  Dine'h  brothers  drew  an  identical, 
smaller,  symbol  next  to  it,  almost  without  looking,  and  placed  a burning 
stalk  of  sweetgrass  inside  their' s.  Duan's  copal  flamed  up  and  smoked,a 
tiny  fragrant  bonfire  the  sweetgrass  flared  once,  then  threw  a weaker 
tendril  of  pungy  smoke.  Two  cultures,  actually  three,  if  you  count  Laughing 
Crow  and  Little  Bear,  the  adopteds,  actually  four,  because  she's  Russian, 
who  have  their  own  tribal  ways.  Laughing  Crow  is  the  true  orphan  of  the 
group,  on  the  red  road,  having  denounced  his  wetu/suburban/middle  class 
beginnings,  but  haunted  by  english  and  french  ancestors  who  sneer  at  these 
spirit-walking  aspirations. 

The  sun  was  on  fire  by  now,  and  my  feet  were  cold,  but  those  soft  Mayan 
prayers  were  the  heat  of  the  Yucatan,  Tikal,  Chiapas,  down  into  Guatemala, 
Belize,  to  the  Gulf,  all  those  places  of  luan's  homeland,  of  Don  Alejandro, 
the  Council  of  Elders,  of  Brother  Subcomandante  Marcos,  savior  of  the 
Zapatistos,  a nation  of  brown-eyed  babies  born  with  fierce,  proud,  Mayan 
blood  in  their  veins. 

The  Dine'h  brothers  passed  around  the  pipe,  then  luan  blessed  each  of  us 
with  a touch  on  the  forehead,  a cleansing  with  a stone  face  deity  he  carries 
everywhere,  a bright  bundle  of  cloth  with  bits  of  copal,  white  for  the 
south,  black  for  the  north.  He  told  us  there  is  a Mayan  prophecy  now  coming 
true,  that  the  Eagle  from  the  North  will  fly  with  the  Condor  from  the 
South.  Native  America  will  unite  as  one.  Lak'Ech,  meaning  literally,  "I 
mirror  you/I  am  you  and  you  are  me." 

Mitakuye  Oyasin,  We  Are  All  Related. 

I looked  at  the  symbol  traced  into  the  ground  enclosing  the  sacred  smokes, 
the  sweetgrass  and  the  copal. The  circle,  the  cross,  the  four  cardinal 
points.  I thought  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  united.  The  Hopi  and  the 
Dine'h,  (who  must  remember  the  true  enemy,  the  Peabody  Coal  Co  and  the  BIA 
and  all  matters  of  the  greed  cancer  spreading  outward)  the  Mayan,  Lakota, 
Wampanoag,Makah,  Apache,  Cree,  Micmaq,  Nipmuc,  Abenaki,  Cherokee,  and  on 
and  on  and  on 

Now  the  sun  was  high  over  the  Atlantic.  My  feet  weren't  cold  anymore, 
watching  the  copal  smoke  down  to  black  ash,  watching  the  sweetgrass  merge 
with  the  chill  ground  to  just  a black  smudge.  luan  knelt  and  kissed  Mother 
Earth,  then  the  drum  began  to  sing  and  we  headed  down  the  hill. 

In  Lak'Ech.  Wuniish,  Laughing  Crow  and  Gentle  Breeze 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bob  Dorman 
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Prepared  for  the  Web:  Tuesday,  February  24,  1998,  18:37 
Burns'  hearing  on  tribal  jurisdiction  moved  to  handle  big  crowd 
KALISPEL  (AP)  - Anticipating  an  overflow  crowd.  Sen.  Conrad  Burns, 

R-Mont.,  has  moved  a hearing  on  his  proposal  to  reduce  tribal  jurisdiction 
on  Montana  Indian  reservations . 

The  hearing  Wednesday  night  has  been  moved  from  a Kalispel  hotel  to  the 
auditorium  at  Flathead  High  School,  which  has  about  twice  the  seating. 

"The  interest  generated  by  this  issue  has  been  so  great  that  it  became 
clear  the  original  venue  wouldn't  be  able  to  accommodate  everyone,"  said 
Burns,  who  does  not  plan  to  be  at  the  hearing.  "The  more  people  who 
participate,  the  better,  and  I think  that  moving  to  the  high  school 
auditorium  will  accomplish  just  that." 

Tribes  on  all  seven  Montana  reservations  oppose  Burns'  proposal  to  trim  the 
tribes'  civil  jurisdiction  over  non-Indians  on  reservations.  The  authority 
over  private  property  of  non-Indians  on  reservations  would  move  from  tribal 
government  to  state  government. 

The  Montana  Wyoming  Tribal  Leaders  Council  has  said  more  than  1,000 
opponents  of  the  Burns  measure  will  be  at  Wednesday's  hearing.  Tribes  have 
organized  a rally  and  other  activities  earlier  in  the  day. 

see  complete  article  at  url  above-- 

"RE : Justices  Won't  Revisit  Ute  Boundary  Decisions"  

Date:  98-02-26  03:28:27  EST 

From:  wontkneel@mailexcite.com  (Angie  Hill) 

Sub j : Justices  won't  revisit  Ute  boundary  decisions 

<><><><><><><>NASC  NEWS< ><><>< ><><><> 

Desert  News  Archives, 

Monday,  February  23,  1998 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  will  not  revisit  its  1994  decision  involving  the 
boundaries  of  the  Ute  Reservation. 

The  ruling  denying  a writ  of  certiorari,  submitted  by  Duchesne  and 
Uintah  counties,  was  made  Friday  and  released  Monday. 

Duchesne  County  commissioners  say  they  will  not  appeal  the  case  any 
further.  Duchesne  County  spent  close  to  $70,000  to  file  the  writ  last  year, 
and  still  owes  hefty  legal  fees  in  connection  with  the  case.  Uintah  County 
spent  a similar  sum  in  1997. 

Among  court  watchers  there  was  little  doubt  the  Supreme  Court  would 
decline  to  revisit  the  ruling  issued  four  years  ago.  The  January  1994 
decision  was  hailed  as  a complete  victory  for  Utah. 

The  decision  was  interpreted  among  state  and  tribal  leaders  as 
dissolving  boundaries  of  the  original  Uintah  Valley  Reservation,  leaving 
only  about  1 million  acres  in  trust  lands. 

Upon  closer  inspection  by  newly  hired  Ute  Tribe  attorneys,  the  ruling 
was  argued  in  the  10th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  on  the  grounds  the  high 
court  did  not  erase  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  reservation  in  the  case, 
but  only  removed  lands  from  within  the  reservation  that  were  open  for 
homesteading  in  the  early  1900s. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  agreed  and  the  two  counties  appealed  that  decision 
in  September. 

About  50  percent  of  Duchesne  County  and  portions  of  west  Uintah  are 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ute  Tribe. 

1997  Deseret  News  Publishing  Co. 

"RE;  Urgent  Chiapas  Reports"  

Date:  Sun,  01  Mar  1998  23:21:45  -0400 
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Sub j : Chiapas  URGENT!  (1  of  4) 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


d'laan'te'h. . . back  with  both  guns  blazing... 

Check  this  out  folks...  3 news  articles  for  you  to  DO  something  about... 

And  since  this  news  has  me  breathing  fire.  I'll  allow  myself  a rant  about 
it . . . 

news  from  Chiapas  last  wk  of  Feb  98  follows  in  3 parts  follows,  re: 

1)  Changing  a Treaty  already  signed  in  Feb96... 

2)  Moving  in  artillery  while  "continuing  the  dialogue"... 

3)  Removing  foreign  witnesses  from  the  area... 

Tactics  sound  familiar  to  Indian  Nations,  right?  They're  getting  ready  to 
move  in  for  the  kill...  a friend  just  back  from  Chiapas  2 days  ago  tells 
me  that  the  paramilitaries  (govt  terrorists),  far  from  being  disarmed,  are 
actually  manning  roadblocks  with  the  members  of  the  Mexican  army. . . 

Another  fine  example  of  what  the  Euro-christians  call  "honesty  & 
integrity"...  Must  be,  'cause  the  sheep  don't  utter  a bleat  of  protest 
about  this...  to  the  Mexican  govt  or  to  their  own  elected  officials.  Their 
silence  speaks  as  loud  as  thunder  these  days... 

I'm  calling  your  bluff,  euro-christians . . . I'm  tired  of  words  about  "good 
will".  Let's  see  some  ACTION... 

"There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  'innocent  bystander'  who  '..just  happens  to 
witness'  genocide  and  crimes  against  humanity.  They  are  as  guilty  as  the 
active  participants  in  these  heinous  and  diabolical  crimes!" 

(Chief  US  Prosecutor  at  Nuremberg  War  Crimes  Tribunal,  1946.) 

Then  again,  the  lews  of  Europe  were  white  and  the  Maya  men,  women  and 
children  being  rubbed  out  are  not,  so  those  lofty  principles  of  American 
justice  translates  to  "just-us",  right?  Yesiree,  the  "home  of  the  free  and 
the  land  of  the  brave..." 

And  Europe  is  silent  too,  even  those  "champions  of  human  dignity"  in 
Scandinavia  & France  who  cruise  through  alt. native  now  & then,  dispensing 
pedantics  that  put  you  to  sleep...  but  I'll  bet  you  that  those  "academics" 
are  going  to  do  a thorough  analysis  of  the  the  Maya  blood  that's  spilled  & 
they'll  write  many  megabytes  of  long,  drawn  out  pontifications  & postulate 
reams  about  the  psychological  profiles  of  the  murderers,  etc...  so  we 
should  be  thankful  to  them,  right?...  After  all,  these  "deep  thinkers" 
can't  be  expected  to  get  off  their  asses  & actually  DO  something! 

Especially  when  it's  not  their  rights  being  trampled...,  their  kids  being 
butchered....  So  much  cleaner  & easier  to  discuss  the  "many  meanings"  of 
butchery. . . 

And  where's  all  those,  "we  are  all  one,  let's  share  being  Indian...", 
wannabees?  Where's  that  "Rainbow  Tribe"?  Oh  there  you  are...,  playing 
ostrich  with  the  silent  Christians  & euros...  Not  that  anxious  to  "share" 
this  aspect  of  being  Indian,  are  you...?  Didn't  think  so... 

Repeat : 

"There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  'innocent  bystander'  who  '..just  happens  to 
witness'  genocide  and  crimes  against  humanity.  They  are  as  guilty  as  the 
active  participants  in  these  heinous  and  diabolical  crimes!" 

(Chief  US  Prosecutor  at  Nuremberg  War  Crimes  Tribunal,  1946.) 

(end  of  rant...  Chiapas  news  to  follow...  in  3 parts) 

News  from  Chiapas  for  last  wk  of  Feb  98  - (2of3) 

(Artillery  moved  in,  looking  for  a target...) 


MILITARY  INCURSIONS  CONTINUE;  FIE  AW  ARTILLERY  ENTERS  LACANDON  3UNGLE 

Military  incursions  into  Zapatista  communities  continued  throughout  the 
first  two  weeks  of  February,  as  the  Federal  Army  established  dozens  of  new 
roadblocks  across  the  state,  entered  at  least  nine  communities  looking  for 
arms,  and  began  moving  heavy  military  equipment  deep  into  the  Lacandon 
jungle. 

The  military  operations  were  felt  most  heavily  in  the  areas  surrounding 
the  Zapatista  Aguascalientes  of  La  Realidad,  considered  by  the  Federal 
Army  to  be  the  closest  village  to  the  headquarters  of  the  General  Command 
of  the  EZLN . 

On  February  8th,  200  federal  troops  left  their  camp  at  the  Euseba  river 
and  entered  the  communities  of  Benito  Duarez,  San  Cristobal,  Margaritas, 
and  Las  Reinas,  all  in  close  proximity  to  La  Realidad.  They  told  villagers 


they  were  looking  for  weapons. 

Inhabitants  of  La  Realidad  also  denounced  multiple  incursions  by  the 
Federal  Army  into  the  community  of  Monte  Flor  (south  of  La  Realidad,  along 
the  Guatemalan  border)  during  the  first  week  of  February,  and  an  incursion 
into  San  Agustin  (along  the  latate  river,  a few  kilometers  to  the  north) 
on  February  9th. 

Also  on  February  9th,  three  groups  of  50  soldiers  each  were  deployed 
outside  the  villages  of  Abasolo,  Tenango,  and  Echetic  (near  Moises  Gandhi, 
in  Ocosingo),  and  proceeded  to  comb  through  the  outlying  areas  looking  for 
arms.  They  temporarily  detained  campesinos  working  in  their  fields, 
searched  their  clothes  and  their  belongings,  and  subjected  them  to 
interrogations . 

On  February  11th,  the  Army  established  a new  checkpoint  outside  the 
community  of  Vicente  Guerrero,  on  the  road  that  runs  from  Las  Margaritas 
to  San  Quintin  (passing  through  Guadalupe  Tepeyac  and  La  Realidad).  The 
roadblock  seems  to  be  operated  jointly  by  Army  and  Immigration  officials, 
with  the  apparent  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Federal  Law  of  Firearms  and 
Explosives  while  looking  for  foreigners  to  deport. 

Anyone  traveling  to  La  Realidad  must  now  pass  through  three  roadblocks: 
the  first  is  an  immigration  checkpoint  a few  kilometers  past  Las 
Margaritas;  the  second  is  the  new  checkpoint  at  Vicente  Guerrero;  and  the 
third  is  at  the  military  base  of  occupied  Guadalupe  Tepeyac  (although  the 
latter  is  operated  only  intermittently  by  the  Army). 

Later,  on  February  12th  and  13th,  journalists  stationed  in  La  Realidad 
observed  "an  intense  movement  of  military  vehicles  with  characteristics 
never  before  seen  in  this  area."  Hermann  Bellinghausen,  the  veteran  La 
lornada  correspondent,  reported  a convoy  of  40  new  vehicles  passing 
through  La  Realidad  on  February  12th,  coming  from  either  Las  Margaritas  or 
Guadalupe  Tepeyac,  and  apparently  heading  toward  either  the  military 
encampment  at  the  Euseba  river  or  the  military  base  at  San  Quintin. 

Bellinghausen  described  the  vehicles  as  "anti-riot  vehicles,  small  tanks, 
equipment  for  the  interception  of  radio  communications,  and  armored 
vehicles  with  artillery  cannons."  More  convoys  passed  the  following  day, 
including  four  heavy-artillery  tanks  and  amphibious  vehicles. 

Apart  from  including  new  vehicles  and  more  deadly  equipment,  the  convoys 
on  the  road  through  La  Realidad  have  also  become  more  numerous,  having 
been  increased  from  two  to  four  a day. 

News  from  Chiapas  for  last  wk  of  Feb  98  - (3of3) 

Treaty  (signed  Feb96)  now  renegotiated;  Law  re  Indians  to  be  unilaterally 
imposed) 


Government  Hardens  Line  Against  EZLN 

On  February  3rd,  the  federal  government  gave  the  Commission  on  Concordance 
and  Pacification  (COCOPA)  a copy  of  its  new  20-page  counterproposal  for 
constitutional  reforms  on  the  subject  of  indigenous  rights  and  culture. 

The  government's  proposal  is  based  on  its  remaining  four  objections  to  the 
COCOPA' s original  proposal  on  the  subject,  drafted  in  November  1996  in 
order  to  implement  the  San  Andres  Accords. 

The  COCOPA,  meanwhile,  decided  not  to  comment  on  the  document  or  make  it 
public,  but  rather  to  send  it  to  the  EZLN  via  the  National  Intermediation 
Commission  (CONAI)  for  the  rebels'  evaluation. 

The  CONAI,  however,  reported  on  February  7th  that  it  was  unable  to  deliver 
the  document  to  the  EZLN,  due  to  the  heavy  militarization  of  the  region 
surrounding  the  Zapatista  community  of  La  Realidad. 

In  a press  conference  that  day,  CONAI  president  Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia 
explained : 

"When  our  emissary  was  going  to  deliver  [the  document],  he  had  just 
returned  from  those  areas,  and  he  told  us  that  the  community  had 
completely  lost  contact  with  the  Zapatista  command  several  days  earlier; 
they  don't  know  where  they  are  located  because  they  [the  comandantes]  are 
in  constant  movement,  and  in  such  circumstances  all  contact  is  lost.  We 
have  not  had  the  possibility  to  deliver  the  document  to  its 
destination . " 


In  fact,  it  wasn't  until  February  10th  (and  on  the  third  attempt)  when 
the  CONAI  finally  managed  to  deliver  the  government's  proposal  to  a "local 
contact"  in  an  undisclosed  location,  who  would  take  charge  of  delivering 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  comandantes.  As  of  this  writing,  however,  the 
EZLN  has  still  not  publicly  indicated  receipt  of  the 
document . 

Meanwhile,  in  Mexico  City,  the  government's  war  of  words  against  the 
COCOPA's  original  proposal  continued.  On  February  6th,  Interior  Minister 
Francisco  Labastida  declared  that  while  the  government  would  "totally 
respect  the  San  Andres  Accords,"  it  would  not  lend  its  support  to  the 
COCOPA's  proposal,  which  it  now  says  "deviates"  from  those  agreements. 

This  statement  is  in  keeping  with  the  government's  new  strategy  of  trying 
to  convince  the  public  that  its  counterproposals,  of  which  there  now  seem 
to  be  at  least  two,  are  actually  in  keeping  with  the  two-year  old  accords 
(even  though  they  include  insertions  of  legal  terminology  which  would 
effectively  cancel  important  aspects  of  the  accords, 

especially  those  sections  related  to  indigenous  autonomy);  and  that  the 
COCOPA's  proposal  is  based  on  "incorrect  and  unacceptable 
interpretations. " 

Members  of  the  COCOPA  responded  harshly  to  Labastida 's  accusations, 
affirming  that  there  is  no  way  in  which  the  COCOPA's  proposal  could 
"deviate"  from  the  San  Andres  Accords,  since  much  of  their  proposal  is 
simply  copied  word-for-word  from  the  signed  agreements. 

COCOPA  members  Flector  Sanchez  and  Gilberto  Lopez  y Rivas  also  reacted  to 
another  declaration  of  Labastida,  this  time  claiming  that  if  the  COCOPA  or 
an  opposition  party  (such  as  the  PRD)  wanted  to  present  their  proposal  on 
indigenous  rights  and  culture  to  Congress,  then  it  should  simply  do  so. 
Sanchez  and  Lopez  y Rivas  insisted  that  such  an  action  would  be  fatal 
unless  previous  consensus  is  reached,  since  the  proposal  would  be  killed 
either  by  a PRI-PAN  coalition  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  or  by  the  PRI 
majority  in  the  Senate. 

The  PRI,  for  its  part,  declared  on  February  9th  that  it  would  also  not 
present  a unilateral  proposal  on  indigenous  rights  to  the  Congress  until 
the  EZLN  and  the  federal  government  had  reached  consensus  on  such  an 
initiative.  Enrique  Ku  Herrera,  the  PRI's  coordinator  for  indigenous 
affairs,  affirmed  that  such  a unilateral  initiative  "would  not  contribute 
to  unity  nor  to  a solution  for  the  Chiapas  conflict." 

Three  days  later,  however,  the  official  journal  of  the  PRI--La  Republica 
--published  what  is,  in  fact,  a unilateral  proposal  for  constitutional 
reforms  on  indigenous  rights  and  culture,  which  it  says  will  soon  be 
presented  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  for  its  approval.  The  proposal  was 
even  drafted  by  Enrique  Ku  himself. 

The  PRI  did  not  lay  out  a timeline  for  when  it  would  present  its  proposal, 
nor  did  it  elaborate  on  the  relationship  between  its  initiative  and  the 
interior  ministry's  proposal  which  has  been  sent  to  the  EZLN. 

Meanwhile,  President  Ernesto  Zedillo  presented  a hard  line  to  New  York 
Times  correspondent  Sam  Dillon,  in  an  interview  published  on  February  12th 
in  the  Times  and  February  13th  in  various  Mexican  journals.  Among  other 
things,  Zedillo  commented  that  the  massacre  in  Chenalho  would  never  have 
happened  if  the  federal  army  had  been  present,  and  implied  that  the 
paramilitary  groups  in  Chiapas  are  simply  "trying  to  do  what  the 
authorities  should  be  doing,  providing  justice." 

"What  we  have  seen,"  said  Zedillo,  responding  to  a direct  question  about 
the  PRI-backed  paramilitary  groups,  "is  a strategy  of  this  group  [the 
EZLN]  to  raise  up  a bastion  of  authority  in  that  zone  of  Chiapas.  They 
reject  the  presence  of  Mexican  institutions  there,  and  a consequence  of 
the  fact  that  the  government  has  acted  with  prudence  is  that,  since  our 
institutions  are  not  present  in  those  areas,  the  EZLN  has  the  capacity 
to  affect  other  members  of  the  communities.  Unfortunately,  an  indirect 
effect  of  that  situation ...  is  that  some  people--not  just  now,  but  for  a 
long  time--have  acquired  arms,  and  have  attempted  to  do  what  the 
authorities  should  be  doing,  providing  justice." 

"And  I should  admit,"  he  continued,  "that  in  order  to  favor  negotiations, 

I decided  that  the  government  would  not  have  a strong  presence  in  that 
region.  Now  I regret  that,  and  I am  plainly  convinced  that  if  the 


government  had  been  present  in  Chenalho,  then  the  terrible  massacre  we 
suffered  last  December  would  not  have  occurred ....  I think  that  in  some 
occasions  we  have  been  too  soft  for  the  benefit  of  the  negotiations,  and  I 
think  the  dramatic  events  of  December  demonstrate  that  such  a policy  is  no 
longer  convenient." 

After  he  had  finished  blaming  the  EZLN  for  the  massacre  and  equating 
militarization  with  peace,  Zedillo  went  on  to  exalt  the  work  of  the 
federal  army  in  Chiapas: 

"You  should  see  the  army  there,"  he  told  the  reporter.  "They  are 
exemplary,  they  are  insulted,  beaten;  women  and  children  are  sent  out  to 
insult  them  and  beat  them,  and  they  withstand  all  those  provocations 
because  they  are  very  conscious  of  the  situation." 

News  from  Chiapas  for  last  wk  of  Feb98  - (3of3) 

Govt  propaganda  regurgitates  old  "Zapatistas  are  foreign  commies"  myth; 
international  observers  being  deported  by  the  hundreds  (no  witnesses)... 


TV  AZTECA  LANDS  HELICOPTER  IN  LA  REALIDAD,  DESTROYS  SCHOOLHOUSE 

On  February  13th,  the  Tojolabal  inhabitants  of  La  Realidad  received  an 
unexpected  and  unwanted  visit.  Dolores  "Lolita"  de  la  Vega,  anchorwoman 
for  the  national  TV-Azteca  news  program  "Hablemos  Claro",  decided  to 
literally  drop  in  on  La  Realidad  to  conduct  unsolicited  interviews. 

Chiapas  governor  Roberto  Albores  loaned  Lolita's  camera  team  a white 
helicopter  the  day  before,  supposedly  so  they  could  "visit  the  Lacandon 
jungle  and  the  ruins  of  Tonin'." 

The  first  stop  of  the  helicopter  and  its  crew  was  the  military  base  of 
Guadalupe  Tepeyac,  some  20  kilometers  from  La  Realidad.  The  military 
commander  gave  the  reporters  permission  to  land  in  the  Zapatista 
community--an  act  even  the  army  has  not  attempted--saying  there  would  be 
no  problem.  "What  they  want  is  publicity,"  said  the  commander. 

But  when  Lolita  de  la  Vega  and  the  "Hablemos  Claro"  team  arrived  in  the 
heart  of  Zapatista  territory  just  before  noon,  landing  on  the  patio  of  the 
schoolhouse,  they  were  quickly  surrounded  by  very  surprised- -and 
angry--residents . No  one  had  landed  a helicopter  in  La  Realidad  since  the 
uprising  began;  even  when  members  of  the  COCOPA  fly  in  to  meet  with 
members  of  the  EZLN's  General  Command,  they  take  a helicopter  to 
Guadalupe  Tepeyac  and  then  enter  La  Realidad  by  road. 

Manuel  de  la  Torre  (the  program's  executive  director  and  a former 
bureaucrat,  as  well  as  brother  of  the  new  Secretary  of  Cattle  and 
Agriculture  for  the  State  of  Chiapas)  was  the  first  to  step  out  of  the 
helicopter,  and  was  approached  by  Araceli  Hernandez,  representing  the 
Civil  Peace  Encampment  in  La  Realidad.  Hernandez  told  de  la  Torre  that 
landing  a helicopter  in  the  middle  of  a community  constantly  threatened  by 
helicopters  and  airplanes,  and  without  having  previously  informed  the 
inhabitants,  was  not  a good  way  to  enter. 

A Tojolabal  community  representative  proceeded  to  ask  the  six  crew  members 
for  their  identification,  as  is  normally  the  case  when  visitors  come  to  La 
Realidad . 

The  other  members  of  the  Civil  Peace  Encampment  then  approached,  taking 
pictures  of  the  helicopter  and  its  occupants  (who  in  turn  were  filming  the 
villagers),  while  senior  members  of  the  community  held  an  impromptu 
meeting  to  decide  what  to  do. 

Shortly  thereafter,  the  community  leaders  told  Manuel  de  la  Torre  and 
Lolita  de  la  Vega  that  they  did  not  have  authorization  to  remain  in  the 
village,  and  were  therefore  asked  to  leave.  One  insisted  that  the 
cameraman  hand  over  his  film.  He  did--but  only  a blank  roll  (which  was  not 
discovered  until  later). 

The  helicopter  then  took  off  slowly  and  in  a rather  diagonal  (rather  than 
vertical)  fashion,  such  that  it  ripped  the  roof  right  off  the  schoolhouse, 
showering  the  inhabitants  of  La  Realidad  with  wooden  tiles  and  sheet 
metal.  Two  small  children  were  seriously  injured  when  struck  in  the  head 
by  the  flying  debris. 

Two  days  later,  the  community  authorities  of  La  Realidad  wrote  a letter 
to  the  COCOPA,  the  CONAI,  and  to  civil  society.  They  explained  what  had 
happened,  and  demanded  that  TV  Azteca  pay  damages  for  the  destruction 


caused  to  the  schoolhouse. 

But  this  was  not  the  end  of  the  story.  Lolita  de  la  Vega,  apparently  upset 
by  the  reception  accorded  her  in  La  Realidad,  decided  to  go  ahead  and  air 
a program  about  the  trip--a  program  which  turned  out  to  be  inflammatory, 
provocative,  and  in  complete  disregard  of  the  facts  (or  at  least  contrary 
to  the  versions  of  dozens  of  other  witnesses--including  journalists- -to 
her  arrival  in  the  Zapatista  community). 

The  TV  Azteca  programs  "Hechos"  and  "Hablemos  Claro"  both  broadcast 
special  reports  about  Lolita's  helicopter  adventure.  They  claimed  she 
landed  at  the  "General  Headquarters  of  the  EZLN",  surrounded  by  "pure 
foreigners"  talking  among  themselves  and  giving  orders  in  English,  French, 
and  German.  Manuel  de  la  Torre  even  insisted  to  Proceso  magazine  that 
these  "foreigners"  were  armed;  Lolita  added  that  they  "spoke  to  us  like 
Zapatista  commanders,"  and  are  "manipulating  our  Indians." 

Of  course,  most  of  these  "foreigners"  she  referred  to  were  actually 
Mexicans.  None  of  them  were  armed,  a fact  to  which  many  other  witnesses 
and  even  her  own  video  can  attest.  They  were  the  members  of  the  Civil 
Peace  Encampment,  established  in  La  Realidad  after  the  military  offensive 
of  February,  1995.  Part  of  their  duty  has  been  to  assist  in  the  protection 
of  the  community  by  making  themselves  visible  at  all  times  to  outsiders, 
and  to  serve  as  observers  (and  defenders,  to  some  extent)  whenever  the 
community  is  threatened  by  the  army. 

There  were  also  a few  foreigners  present  (from  France,  Italy,  and  Spain, 
in  this  case),  as  there  often  are  in  the  Civil  Peace  Encampments,  at  the 
invitation  of  the  community.  This  is  nothing  new,  yet  the  "discovery"  of 
their  presence  by  TV  Azteca  was  played  out  as  "proof"  that  the  EZLN  is 
actually  dominated  by  foreigners  who  "manipulate  and  exploit  the  authentic 
indigenous  struggle." 

TV  Azteca ' s xenophobic  and  erroneous  report,  apart  from  simply  being  a 
case  example  of  bad  journalism,  served  as  a perfect  excuse  for  the 
government  to  launch  a new  campaign  against  foreign  human  rights  observers 
in  Chiapas,  thus  attempting  to  distract  public  opinion  from  the  continuing 
effects  of  the  Acteal  massacre  and  the  omnipresent  threat  of  a military 
attack  against  the  Zapatistas. 

Emilio  Rabasa,  the  government's  official  representative  for  peace  talks 
with  the  Zapatistas,  declared  shortly  after  TV  Azteca 's  reports  were 
televised  that  "no  permit  or  visa  exists"  which  would  allow  foreigners  to 
legally  remain  in  indigenous  communities  as  human  rights  observers. 

The  National  Immigration  Institute  (akin  to  the  INS  in  the  United  States) 
has  also  stepped  up  its  campaign  against  foreign  presence  in  Chiapas. 
Alejandro  Carrillo  Castro,  the  Immigration  Institute's  director,  affirmed 
that  nearly  200  people  had  been  expelled  from  Chiapas  in  the  last  12 
months,  "for  participating  in  marches,  making  signs, 
carrying  out  political  indoctrination,  and  even  substituting  national 
authorities . " 

Meanwhile,  there  have  been  an  increasing  number  of  cases  of  immigration 
officials  in  the  city  of  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas  intercepting  tourists 
in  the  streets,  and  asking  for  their  documents.  Many  are  threatened  with 
expulsion,  and  subjected  to  interrogations  (without  the  presence  of  a 
lawyer)  regarding  supposed  political  activities.  One  U.S.  citizen  was 
deported  from  the  country  on  February  10th,  for  having 
supposedly  held  a pro-Zapatista  banner  in  a march  nearly  one  year  ago. 

This  anti-foreigner  campaign  comes  at  a time  of  increased  military 
aggression  in  Chiapas,  and  seems  to  be  at  least  partially  designed  in 
order  to  remove  international  witnesses  from  the  so-called  conflict  zone. 

In  political  terms,  it  is  also  part  of  a recent  verbal  offensive  meant  to 
discredit  the  EZLN  in  the  eyes  of  the  public. 

The  government  now  appears  to  have  returned  to  its  original  theory  about 
the  Zapatista  rebellion,  which  it  promoted  during  the  first  days  of  the 
conflict  in  1994:  that  the  rebels  are  not  even  Mexican. 

"RE : Stop  the  Bloodbath"  


Date:  Mon,  02  Mar  1998  09:29:09  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 


Sub j : Sisters 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 

For  those  who  use  the  word  "sister"  or  "grandmother"...  let's  see  if  this 
is  more  than  a word...  get  this  out  to  any  & all  women's  groups  in  your 
area  NOW  please 

The  Mexican  army  has  tripled  the  number  of  roadblocks  in  Chiapas  in  past 
72  hrs...  an  attack  is  imminent..  UNLESS  we  can  turn  the  eyes  of  the  world 
back  onto  our  relations  there...  Please  ACT!!  If  not  on  the  6th  (short 
notice)  then  as  soon  as  possible 
masi : cho 
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From:  "Karolina  Ballesteros"  <kpballes@hotmail.com> 

STOP  THE  BLOODBATH 
IN  CHIAPAS,  MEXICO! 

The  brutal  massacre  of  45  Tzotzil  indigenous  people,  mostly  women  and 
children,  by  paramilitary  groups  connected  to  Mexico's  ruling  party,  the 
PRI,  in  the  village  of  Acteal  in  Chiapas  on  December  22,  was  a 
horrifying  reminder  that  there  is  still  no  real  democracy,  peace  or 
basic  human  rights  in  Mexico.  The  massacre  was  carried  out  by  the  proxy 
agents  of  the  Mexican  government  as  part  of  its  "low  intensity  war" 
against  the  EZLN,  the  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army,  and  its  mainly 
indigenous  supporters,  who  rebelled  against  the  threat  to  their  land  and 
communities  posed  by  the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA),  on 
January  1,  1994.  At  least  1150  indigenous  people  have  been  killed  by 
army,  police  or  PRI  (Revolutionary  Institutional  Party)  paramilitary 
death  squads,  dozens  of  villages  ransacked  and  burnt,  and  7,000 
displaced  since  a one-sided  "cease-fire"  was  agreed  in  early  1994.  The 
crisis  was  worsened  a year  ago  when  the  Mexican  government  reneged  on 
the  San  Andres  Accords  on  Indigenous  Rights  and  Autonomy  it  had  signed 
with  the  EZLN,  so  undermining  the  peace  process.  Instead,  the  government 
increased  its  militarization  of  Chiapas  and  stepped  up  its  murderous 
campaign  against  unarmed  Zapatista  communities,  while  claiming  it  was 
"working  for  peace".  Following  the  massive  national  and  international 
outcry  against  the  PRI  regime's  complicity  in  the  Acteal  massacre,  the 
Mexican  government  is  now  also  under  pressure  from  the  European  Union, 
with  whom  it  recently  signed  a "free  trade"  agreement,  the  ratification 
of  which  depends  on  Mexico  showing  it  has  improved  its  abysmal  human 
rights  record.  However,  while  promising  to  apprehend  the  killers 
responsible  for  the  massacre  and  disarm  the  paramilitary  groups,  it  has 
instead  cynically  taken  advantage  of  the  present  confusion  and  terror  to 
launch  an  offensive  against  the  EZLN,  with  troops  advancing  deep  into 
Zapatista-held  territory  and  harassing  the  local  population.  These 
actions  are  in  breech  of  the  government's  own  Law  for  Peace  and 
Reconciliation  of  1995  which  specifically  ruled  out  military 
intervention  against  the  EZLN  while  negotiations  (stalled  since 
September  1996  but  not  ended)  continue.  A xenophobic  campaign  against 
foreign  human  rights  activists  and  observers  in  Chiapas,  of  whom  200 
have  been  expelled  and  whose  presence  is  the  only  protection  many 
communities  have  from  paramilitary  and  army  attack,  is  also  being 
whipped  up  to  deflect  criticism  of  the  PRI  regime  and  prepare  the  way 
for  the  extermination  of  the  Zapatistas.  Meanwhile,  no  serious  attempt 
has  been  made  to  disarm  the  PRI  paramilitary  groups,  which  continue  to 
threaten  Zapatista  communities.  Once  again,  the  corrupt  and 
authoritarian  PRI  regime  is  "talking  peace  while  making  war"  against  a 
dissident  civilian  population. 

The  ZAPATISTA  ACTION  PROJECT,  a network  of  concerned  groups  and 
individuals,  demand  that  the  European  Union  suspend  its  Free  Trade 
Agreement  with  Mexico  and  that  the  British  government,  as  the  current 
president  of  the  EU,  increase  its  pressure  on  the  Mexican  government  to: 
Disarm,  disband  and  punish  the  paramilitary  groups  and  politicians 


responsible  for  the  Acteal  massacre  and  other  atrocities. 

Demilitarize  Chiapas  and  Mexico.  Withdraw  troops  from  Zapatista  areas. 
Respect  and  implement  the  San  Andres  Accords  on  Indigenous  Rights. 

PICKET  THE  MEXICAN  EMBASSY! 

Friday,  March  6,  12.30  - 2 p.m.  42  Hertford  Street,  London  Wl. 

(and  the  first  Friday  of  every  month  at  the  same  time) 

Nearest  tubes:  Hyde  Park  Corner  & Green  Park 
SEND  MESSAGES  OF  PROTEST! 

Mexican  Embassy:  mexuk@easynet.co.uk  tel/fax: 0171-499  8586 

President  Zedillo:  webadmon@op.presidencia.gob.mx 

Details  from:  ZAPATISTA  ACTION  PRODECT,  c/o  fhuman,  BM  CRL,  London 

WC1N3XX. 

Tel:  0181-679  6930  email:  fa6134@qmw.ac.uk 

Next  meetings:  Tues  10  & 24  March,  7.30  pm.  Institute  of  Education  Bar, 
Bedford  Way.  Tube:  Russell  Square 

FREEDOM  3USTICE  AND  DEMOCRACY  FOR  THE  INDIGENOUS  WOMEN  OF  CHIAPAS  AND 
MEXICO! 

FOR  WOMEN  AND  AGAINST  PATRIARCHY! 

Violence,  based  on  the  exclusive,  authoritarian,  vertical,  elitist  and 
patriarchal  logic  of  capitalism,  has  become  the  fundamental 
characteristic  of  the  neoliberal  economic  project  of  "deregulation"  and 
"free  trade"  being  forcibly  imposed  on  the  planet  by  unaccountable 
international  organisms  such  as  the  World  Bank,  the  World  Trade 
Organisation,  the  International  Monetary  Fund  and  the  European  Union. 

Once  again  women  throughout  the  world  are  the  most  adversely  effected  by 
this  assault  on  humanity. 

In  Mexico,  as  in  Britain  and  throughout  the  world,  the  attack  on  the 
most  vulnerable  sectors  of  society,  such  as  women,  has  not  been  long  in 
coming:  the  loss  of  workers  rights  during  maternity,  the  explosion  in 
prostitution,  the  total  lack  of  health  services  in  marginalised  areas, 
the  rape  of  indigenous  women  during  gynecological  examinations,  the 
physical  and  psychological  attack  against  feminine  sexual  identity  of 
rape.  At  least  60  cases  of  rape  perpetrated  by  members  of  the  Mexican 
security  forces  and  government-linked  paramilitary  groups  in  the 
"conflict  zone"  have  been  documented  since  Dune  1994  - the  tip  of  the 
iceberg.  The  Acteal  Massacre  resulted  in  the  horrifying  death  by  bullet 
and  machete  of  45  displaced  Zapatista  sympathisers,  21  of  whom  were 
women  (four  had  their  stomachs  cut  open  and  foetuses  torn  out),  14 
children,  9 men  and  one  baby.  These  facts  are  yet  further  proof  of  the 
government's  policies  of  violence,  murder,  torture,  the  disappearance  of 
oppositionists,  and  impunity  at  all  levels  which  the  Mexican  people  are 
having  to  endure  and  resist,  above  all  both  indigenous  and 
non-indigenous  women. 

Lamentably,  these  mechanisms  of  barbarism,  control  and  subjection  are 
not  exclusive  to  the  Mexican  state.  The  neoliberal  structures  on  which 
it  depends  have  led  to  the  social  globalisation  of  these  practices  of 
domination,  reproduced  in  every  sphere  of  life,  in  every  continent  in 
different  proportions.  As  a result,  the  fightback  against  neoliberalism 
demands  a global  response,  the  development  of  a genuine  internationalism 
which  can  unite  popular  struggles  throughout  the  world,  not  out  of 
"solidarity"  but  as  the  co-ordinated  actions  of  equals,  allowing  us  to 
strike  a real  blow  against  the  global  policies  of  neoliberalism  and  to 
develop  viable  alternatives. 

Women  throughout  the  world  have  shown  themselves  to  be  symbols  of 
resistance  and  rebellion  during  the  course  of  history.  The  leading  role 
that  they  play  today  in  social  movements  and  above  all  the  exemplary 
struggle  of  Zapatista  women  represent  a transformation  of  political 
practices  beginning  with  being  and  acting  as  women.  Let's  make  ours  the 
cry  of  "Ya  basta!"  (Enough!)  made  by  the  Zapatistas  on  Danuary  1 1994, 
constructing  our  own  history  based  on  the  democratisation  of  all  aspects 
of  private  and  public  life.  But  this  will  not  be  possible  without  a 
decisive  and  disinterested  social  militancy  which  demands  "everything 
for  everyone"  and  "leading  by  following" . This  International  Women's  Day 
is  the  right  moment  to  remember  and  recognise  the  courageous 
contribution  of  the  Zapatista  women,  armed  and  unarmed,  of  women  rebels 


and  dissidents  throughout  the  world  who  have  dared  to  say  that  history 
made  without  them  will  be  badly  made  and  meaningless. 

OUR  HEARTS  ARE  SILENT  NO  MORE! 

We  therefore  invite  all  women  to  exercise  the  power  of  your  voice  and 
take  part  in  the  picket  of  the  Mexican  Embassy  on  March  6! 
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"RE : IEN  at  Ward  Valley"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Feb  1998  14:59:48  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Tom  Goldtooth  <ien@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : IEN  AT  WARD  VALLEY  - UPDATE 

UUCP  email 

[This  update  on  the  Ward  Valley  occupation  prepared  by  Tom  Goldtooth, 
National  Coordinator  of  the  Indigenous  Environmental  Network.  Date  of 
update  is  February  19,  1998.  Please  post.] 

The  National  Coordinator  of  the  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  (IEN) 
just  returned  from  the  Ward  Valley  occupation  and  encampment  located 
approximately  22  miles  west  of  Needles,  California  and  18  miles  from  the 
Colorado  River.  IEN  has  been  networking  with  the  Colorado  River  Native 
Nations  Alliance,  the  tribal  grassroots  members,  elders,  and  the  various 
non-Native  support  groups  and  organizations  during  the  past  two  years. 

The  protest  at  the  Ward  Valley  continues  and  everyone  remains  committed  ' 
and  motivated  to  protect  the  sacred  site  from  further  desecration.  The 
encampment  and  occupation  at  Ward  Valley  continues  with  non-violent  direct 
resistance  by  all  Native  and  non-Native  participants.  Tribal  members  of  the 
Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  have  maintained  the  sacred  fire, 
sacred  staff,  and  continue  to  offer  songs  and  prayers.  Ward  Valley  is  a 
holy  place  according  to  the  local  tribal  members  and  elders.  They  all  feel 
the  area  should  not  be  desecrated  and  should  not  be  used  as  a nuclear  dump. 

The  site  is  located  in  a remote  desert  valley  located  right  along 
Interstate  Highway  1-40.  There  is  a Water  Road  exit  on  1-40  that  leads 
directly  to  the  proposed  nuclear  dump  site.  The  site  for  the  dump  is  along 
a dirt  road  located  about  one  mile  from  1-40  - Water  Road  exit.  The  site  is 
called  "Ground-Zero"  with  an  encampment  of  local  tribal  elders,  tribal 
members,  and  Native  and  non-Native  supporters  from  throughout  the  region 
and  nation.  The  entrance  to  the  encampment  is  a small  one-lane  dirt  road 
bordered  by  a small  wire  fence  that  protects  the  desert  tortoise. 

Another  area  near  the  Ground  Zero  site  is  designated  for  additional 
camping  for  supporters.  This  is  called  the  "Landing"  and  is  an  area  graded 
by  BLM  for  airplane  landings. 

The  Ward  Valley  site  is  the  only  habitat  where  the  threatened  desert 
tortoise  is  increasing  in  numbers  and  is  recovering  from  Upper  Respiratory 
Tract  Disease.  The  desert  tortoise  is  sacred  to  the  Fort  Mojave  peoples. 

The  people  of  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nation  Alliance  - Fort  Mojave, 
Chemehuevi,  Quechan,  Cocopah,  and  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  are  opposed 
to  the  land  transfer,  opposed  to  any  more  test  well  drilling  at  the  site  and 
area,  and  are  opposed  to  any  final  construction  of  a radioactive  waste  dump 
at  Ward  Valley.  Anti-nuclear  activists,  environmental  groups,  migrant  farm 
worker  groups,  citizen  groups.  Native  organizations,  and  environmental 
justice  groups  are  standing  in  alliance  with  the  tribes. 

Background 

California  Governor  Pete  Wilson  and  the  nuclear  and  medical  industry  are 
hoping  to  get  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  to  transfer  the 
federal-public  land  to  the  State  of  California  for  the  purpose  of  the  State 
to  build  a 1,000-acre  low-level  radioactive  waste  dump  at  the  site.  The 
design  specifications  of  the  proposed  dump  site  is  to  construct  unlined 


trenches  above  an  aquifer  connected  to  the  Colorado  River  via  five 
potential  pathways. 

The  current  issue  at  this  time  is  the  goal  of  BLM  to  secure  Ground  Zero, 
remove  all  encampment  participants  and  make  room  for  test  well  equipment  to 
come  in  to  begin  constructing  additional  test  wells.  Protesters  have  lived 
at  the  Ground  Zero  camp  since  1995.  The  BLM  and  the  State  of  California  are 
planning  to  do  scientific  drilling.  The  purpose  of  the  testing  is  to 
determine  the  movement  of  tritium  and  related  materials  at  depth  at  the 
site,  as  recommended  in  a 1995  report  prepared  by  a panel  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences  (NAS). 

Findings  of  tritium  were  reported  at  considerable  depth  below  the  surface 
at  the  Ward  Valley  site.  The  NAS  was  unable  to  determine  the  cause  of  the 
findings,  and  NAS  recommended  further  sampling  and  analysis  for  tritium  and 
chlorine-36  at  the  site.  The  testing  is  expected  to  investigate  the  extent 
to  which  tritium  released  into  the  atmosphere  during  the  1950's  and  1960's 
has  migrated  into  the  soil  at  the  Ward  Valley  site.  The  results  of  the 
federal  tests  will  be  included  in  the  supplemental  environmental  impact 
statement  (SEIS) . 

There  is  fear  the  BLM,  under  intense  pressure  from  the  nuclear  industry 
and  Governor  Pete  Wilson  will  be  rigging  the  test  study  to  support  the  dump 
proposal.  There  is  a feeling  that  the  feds  and  the  state  have  no 
credibility  and  the  tests  will  not  be  performed  honestly.  The  contractor  to 
conduct  the  testing  is  one  of  the  worlds  biggest  nuclear  reactor  builders. 

Most  important  is  the  fact  the  Ward  Valley  site  and  area  is  sacred  to  all 
the  tribes  within  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nation  Alliance.  Ward  Valley  is 
sacred  to  the  tribes  because  of  its  proximity  to  Spirit  Mountain,  the 
birthplace  of  their  ancestors.  The  elders  of  the  Fort  Mojave  and  other 
area  tribes  recognize  Ward  Valley  as  the  spirit  path  that  must  be  protected. 

Current  Status 

The  BLM  served  a 5-day  eviction  notification  to  the  Fort  Mojave  tribe  on 
Saturday  February  14th  (since  there  had  been  a permit  issued  by  the  BLM  to 
the  tribe  for  using  certain  areas  of  the  site  for  camping  and  parking  cars). 
BLM's  stated  reason  for  this  is  all  Ward  Valley  land  is  being  closed  to 
protect  public  safety  and  ensure  site  security  and  integrity  of  the  testing. 
BLM  feels  the  encampment  will  conflict  with  drilling  operations. 

This  5-day  eviction  notice  expired  Thursday,  February  19th.  More  tribal 
elders,  tribal  members  and  Native  and  non-Native  supporters  arrived  on 
Wednesday,  February  18th  to  strengthen  the  line  of  resistance.  More 
supporters  are  expected  this  weekend. 

As  of  Thursday,  February  19th,  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  BLM  law 
enforcement  to  start  removing  the  participants.  Participants  include  tribal 
elders,  tribal  members  and  other  Native  and  non-Native  supporters. 

Throughout  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  February  18th  and  morning  of  Thursday, 
February  19th,  tribal  religious  ceremonies  have  been  taking  place.  A 
solidarity  meeting  held  Wednesday  evening  demonstrated  the  strength  of  the 
line  of  resistance  between  the  tribes,  elders.  Native  and  non-Native 
supporters.  Approximately  300  people  were  reported  to  be  present  Wednesday 
night  and  today,  Thursday,  at  the  Ward  Valley  site.  News  media  are  there 
now.  IEN  and  the  Save  Ward  Valley  Coalition  have  newspaper  article 
clippings  of  the  occupation. 

On  Wednesday,  February  18th,  there  had  been  reports  of  a local  county 
sheriff  department  "prison  bus"  parked  at  the  Needles,  California  sheriff 
department.  This  had  not  been  confirmed.  Since  last  week,  the  county 
sheriff's  department  has  not  been  seen  at  the  Ward  Valley  site.  It  appears 
the  BLM  law  enforcement  rangers  are  maintaining  themselves  as  the  main  law 
enforcement  within  the  BLM  federal  lands.  The  California  State  Patrol  is 
reported  to  be  limiting  themselves  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  interstate 
1-40  freeway  and  off-ramps.  There  have  been  aerial  surveillance  of  the 
encampment  and  occupation  by  the  California  State  Patrol  through  some 
agreement  between  BLM  and  the  State  Patrol.  According  to  the  BLM  rangers 
this  was  done  to  maintain  a count  of  the  number  of  vehicles  parked  in 
"permitted"  areas  of  the  Ward  Valley  site. 

Since  last  week,  the  BLM  established  a command  post  at  the  1-40  off-ramp 
area.  It  consists  of  three  small  mobile  trailers,  with  generators,  and 


satellite  dishes.  The  area  is  a closed  area  with  wooden  barricades 
prohibiting  entrance.  The  BLM  has  established  one  of  the  trailers  as  a 
"press-media  trailer"  and  say  they  will  allow  reporters  and  photographers 
with  photo-identification  media  credentials  access  to  the  closed  area.  The 
BLM  call  their  media  and  public  relation  department  the  "External  Affairs." 

There  have  been  reports  from  Department  of  Interior  (DOI)  sources  and  some 
"casual"  remarks  from  local  BLM  officials  that  no  arrest  action  will  be 
taken  against  the  encampment  and  occupation  participants,  however,  nothing 
in  writing  has  been  forwarded  either  by  BLM  or  higher-ups  in  the  DOI 
department.  Participants  and  the  tribes  are  very  cautious  of  the  BLM  and 
will  continue  to  maintain  the  line  of  resistance  to  protect  the  sacred  site. 
As  of  Thursday,  most  of  the  7-BLM  law  enforcement  ranger  vehicles  and 
personnel  have  been  withdrawn  and  are  no  longer  parked  along  the  perimeter 
of  the  occupation. 

Both  the  recent  5-day  eviction  notice  and  the  BLM  closure  notice  effective 
February  13th  (that  was  published  in  the  January  29th  Federal  Register) 
provide  the  BLM  "legal"  authority  to  enforce  the  closure  notices  and  evict 
and/or  arrest  all  encampment  participants  that  resist. 

On  Wednesday,  February  18th,  the  BLM  officials  met  with  the  Fort  Mojave 
and  other  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  representatives  in  Needles 
to  discuss  a Memorandum  of  Agreement  (MOA) . The  BLM  are  trying  to  negotiate 
acceptance  by  the  tribes  to  allow  the  testing  or  different  levels  of  the 
testing  to  continue.  According  to  the  chairwoman  of  the  Fort  Mojave  Tribal 
Council,  they  and  the  Alliance  refused  the  offer  and  remain  steadfast  in 
opposing  all  BLM  activities  that  would  plan  for  the  testing  to  take  place. 

The  tribal  elected  leaders  are  following  the  direction  of  their  elders  and 
tribal  grassroots  members  to  do  everything  possible  to  protect  the  sacred 
area  from  any  further  desecration. 

THE  TRIBES,  ELDERS  AND  NATIVE  AND  NON-NATIVE  SUPPORTERS  HAVE  VOWED  THAT  THEY 
WILL  NOT  BE  MOVED. 

THE  TRIBES  ALONG  THE  COLORADO  RIVER  ARE  SAYING  TO  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  THERE 
IS  NO  COMPROMISE  IN  DEFENSE  OF  THEIR  SACRED  LANDS  AND  THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE 
COLORADO  RIVER. 

Summary  of  IEN  Comments 

IEN  will  continue  to  provide  assistance  and  advocacy  to  these  Indigenous 
River  Peoples  that  are  the  true  "guardians"  and  "river  protectors"  of  the 
great  Colorado  River.  IEN  calls  upon  all  people  to  take  action  to  protect 
the  beautiful  and  sacred  lands  of  Ward  Valley.  This  issue  affects  all 
people  and  all  life  that  depend  on  the  water  from  the  Colorado  River  for 
their  livelihood.  The  city  of  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego,  Phoenix,  and  all 
down-river  communities  use  this  water  for  irrigation  of  agricultural  crops, 
drinking  water,  ceremony,  etc.  The  quality  of  this  Colorado  River  water 
also  affects  the  populations  that  reside  in  Mexico.  It  could  become  an 
international  border  and  NAFTA  issue. 

The  potential  siting  of  this  low-level  radioactive  waste  dump  in  Ward 
Valley  poses  a great  threat  to  the  Colorado  River,  the  ecosystem  and 
threatens  the  perpetual  life  of  the  Mojave  Peoples  and  other  Tribal  Nations 
that  live  along  the  River.  I have  witness  the  deep  feelings  the  tribal 
elders  have  with  this  land  and  their  opposition  to  the  nuclear  dump  site. 

I have  seen  and  felt  their  tears  as  they  talked  out  against  this  federal, 
state  and  nuclear  and  medical  industry  partnership  to  build  this  dump 
against  the  wishes  of  our  First  Americans  - the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the 
River . 

If  the  U.S.  government.  State  of  California  and  the  nuclear,  research,  and 
medical  industry  are  successful  in  siting  this  low-level  radioactive  dump  at 
Ward  Valley,  it  will  create  great  psychological  pain  to  the  tribal  elders  and 
tribal  members.  It  is  a form  of  spiritual  genocide.  The  actions  of  the 
governments  to  push  this  test  drilling  activity  and  dump  development  upon 
the  shoulders  of  our  Native  people  is  unethical  and  against  all  sane 
reasoning. 

Some  of  The  Things  That  Have  Been  Done: 

IEN  has  worked  with  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and  the 
Save  Ward  Valley  Coalition  (non-Native  coalition)  to  fight  this  proposal. 


The  tribal  leaders  had  actively  sought  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
(EPA),  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA),  Department  of  Interior  (DOI),  and 
direct  requests  to  President  Clinton's  office  to  intervene  in  this  issue, 
but  with  no  action  from  these  federal  agencies  or  the  U.S.  administration. 
The  tribal  leaders  once  again  do  not  see  the  U.S.  government  respecting  it's 
own  policy  of  respecting  government-to-government  responsibilities  that  were 
assured  by  President  Clinton. 

The  tribal  leaders  had  previously  asked  the  U.S.  Administration  and 
Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  administrator  of  DOI  to  refuse  to  transfer  the  land 
from  federal  ownership  over  to  the  State  of  California.  The  tribal  leaders 
have  cited  U.S.  Administration  policies  on  federal  trust  responsibilities 
including  breach  of  responsibility  under  Presidential  Executive  Orders  13007 
and  12898,  Indian  Sacred  Sites  and  Environmental  Justice.  The  tribes  are 
feeling  they  have  exhausted  all  remedies  to  stop  this  dump  proposal.  That 
is  way  they  have  formed  the  line  of  resistance.  IEN  fully  supports  them  in 
this  direct  action. 

The  tribal  representatives,  with  support  of  IEN  and  the  Southwest  Network 
for  Economic  and  Environmental  Justice  (SNEEJ)  prepared  public  testimony  to 
the  US  EPA  National  Environmental  Justice  Advisory  Council  (NEJAC) 
requesting  that  the  Ward  Valley  issue  be  declared  an  environmental  justice 
issue  and  that  an  environmental  justice  analysis  be  conducted  as  part  of  the 
environmental  assessment.  An  environmental  justice  analysis  has  now  been 
mandated  as  part  of  the  activities  under  the  Supplemental  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  (SEIS)  that  is  currently  underway.  IEN  will  be  helping  the 
tribes  on  this  EJ  process.  Unfortunately  the  required  digging  of  test  wells 
is  part  of  this  SEIS. 

What  You  Could  Do: 

IEN  requests  all  Environmental  Justice  Networks,  organizations  and  leaders 
to  hold  the  U.S.  Administration  accountable  to  Executive  Order  12898  and 
support  the  tribes  in  their  defense  of  Ward  Valley  lands  that  are  sacred  and 
culturally  significant  to  their  communities.  ENVIRONMENTAL  JUSTICE  NOW  - 
NOT  INJUSTICE! 

The  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and  the  Save  Ward  Valley 
Coalition  have  spent  years  of  hard  work  defending  this  land.  Many 
non-Native  and  Native  unsung  heroes  and  defenders  of  the  site  have  come  and 
gone  and  some  still  hanging  in  there.  Send  all  these  people  your  letters  of 
support . 

Unfortunately  it  takes  money  these  days  to  maintain  offices, 
communications,  travel  to  attend  necessary  meetings,  and  all  the  other 
activities  necessary  to  maintain  a campaign  such  as  this.  IEN  is  requesting 
all  supporters  to  send  donations  to  the  Save  Ward  Valley  Coalition  Office, 
107  F Street,  Needles,  CA  92363.  The  Coalition  office  works  in  partnership 
with  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and  is  the  clearinghouse 
for  all  donations,  information,  etc. 

The  Alliance  and  the  Coalition  is  requesting  your  support.  They  are  still 
requesting  people  to  come  to  Ward  Valley  to  support  them  in  their  line  of 
resistance.  If  you  plan  to  come  to  Ward  Valley,  report  to  the  Save  Ward 
Valley  office  located  in  Needles  at  107  F Street,  phone  (760)  326-6267  and 
they  will  brief  you  and  provide  transportation  and/or  direction  to  the 
encampment.  Please  bring  warm  clothing  for  cool  nights  and  your  own 
supplies  and  camping  equipment  to  be  self-sufficient.  Flotels  are  available 
in  Needles  for  those  that  have  money.  Volunteering  cooking  is  provided  at 
the  encampment  and  food  is  always  needed.  Bring  your  own  water.  Portable 
sanitation  facilities  are  available  at  the  site. 

The  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  (IEN)  is  asking  all  supporters  to  do 
the  following: 

Send  letters,  faxes,  e-mails  to  President  Clinton,  The  White  House, 
Washington,  DC  20500,  ph:  (202)  456-1111,  fax:  (202)  456-2461  , e-mail: 
president@whitehouse.gov;  and,  Bruce  Babbit,  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
Department  of  Interior,  C St,  18th  and  19th  St  SW,  Washington,  DC  20410,  ph: 
(202)  208-7351,  fax:  (202)  208-6956. 

Tell  them:  1)  Public  and  tribal  leaders  are  concerned  about  this  issue 
and  you  request  written  assurances  be  made  that  no  removal  or  eviction 
action  be  taken  by  the  BLM  or  any  other  law  enforcement  entity  against  the 


people  occupying  the  Ward  Valley  site;  2)  That  all  plans  for  test  drilling 
activities  at  the  Ward  Valley  site  be  completely  rescinded  and  withdrawn; 

3)  There  be  a federal  declaration  of  recognition  by  BLM  and  DOI  of  the  Ward 
Valley  site  as  a Sacred  and  Historical  Site. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Save  Ward  Valley  Coalition  Office,  107  F Street,  Needles,  CA  92363  ph: 

(760)  326-6267,  fax:  (760)  326-6268,  e-mail:  swvl@ctaz.com  (they  are  also  a 
contact  for  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and  could  relay 
information  to  the  various  tribal  contacts) 

Local  tribe  that  is  nearest  to  the  Ward  Valley  site:  Fort  Mojave  Indian 
Tribe,  500  Merriman  Avenue,  Needles,  CA  92363  ph:  (760)  629-4591  fax: 

(760)  629-2468  (please  note  this  is  a Tribal  Nation  headquarters  and  they 
are  busy  with  many  day-to-day  activities  of  a governmental  body  - try  to 
network  all  inquiries  through  the  Save  Ward  Valley  office  listed  above) . 

Web  sites  that  have  info  on  the  Ward  Valley  issue: 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

http: //www. shundahai.org/swvaction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http : //www . ctaz . com/~swvl 

http://banwaste.envirolink.org 

BLM  web  site:  http://www.blm.gov  (see  California,  we  don't  have  the 
exact  page  on  the  Ward  Valley  site) 

Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance 
Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe 

Tribal  Chair  - Nora  Helton,  Vice-Chair  - Llewellyn  Barrackman 

Ward  Valley  Coordinator  - Steve  Lopez 

500  Merriman  Avenue 

Needles,  CA  92363 

ph:  (760)  629-4591 

fax:  (760)  629-2468 

Chemehuevi  Indian  Tribe 

Tribal  Chair  - Gjrjle  Dunlap 

PO  Box  1976 

Havasu  Lake,  CA  92363 

ph:  (760)  858-4219 

fax:  (760)  858-5400 

Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  (C.R.I.T.) 

Tribal  Chair  - Daniel  Eddy,  3r. 

Rt.  1 Box  23-13 
Parker,  AZ  85344 
ph:  (520)  669-9211 
fax:  (520)  669-5675 

Cocopah  Indian  Nation 

Tribal  Chair  - Sherry  Cordova 

Tribal  Council  Member  - Pauline  Allen 

Avenue  G & County  15th 

Somerton,  AZ  85350 

ph:  (520)  627-2061 

fax:  (520)  627-3173 

Quechan  Indian  Tribe 

Tribal  Chair  - Mike  lackson 

Tribal  Council  Member  - Claudette  White 

P.O.  Box  11352 

Yuma,  AZ  85366-9352 

ph:  (760)  572-0213 

fax:  (760)  572-2102 
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Cherokees  protest 
on  anniversary  of  conflict 

Tribal  members  denied  entry  to  planned  meeting-Elders  were  the  first 

allowed  inside 

By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

TAHLEQUAH  - About  45  Cherokees  demonstrated  peacefully  Wednesday  after 
being  denied  entry  to  a planned  meeting  with  tribal  councilors  on  the 
first  anniversary  of  a constitutional  crisis. 

Councilor  Paula  Holder  expressed  surprise  that  Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd 
left  orders  for  demonstrators  to  be  kept  outside. 

"These  people  have  business  at  the  tribe,  they  have  scheduled  a meeting 
with  leadership,"  Holder  said.  "Doe  declined,  but  councilors  didn't." 

Several  hours  later,  Byrd  gave  instructions  that  tribal  members  could  go 
inside  the  complex.  He  was  not  there  but  issued  a press  release  saying  he 
changed  his  mind  when  it  became  clear  that  "threatened  violence  was 
exaggerated . " 

Byrd  opponents  rallied  under  the  name  of  the  "Cherokee  Connection"  and 
sought  information  on  everything  from  finances  to  accountability. 

On  Feb.  25,  1997,  tribal  marshals  executed  a search  warrant  and  seized 
evidence  from  the  complex  leading  to  two  criminal  charges  against  Byrd  for 
allegedly  diverting  funds. 

Byrd  fired  the  marshals  and  ignored  a tribal  court  order  reinstating 
them,  setting  off  a string  of  events  that  split  the  193,000  member  tribe, 
the  second  largest  in  America. 

Byrd's  armed  security  guards  Wednesday  prevented  tribal  members  from 
entering  the  tribal  complex  for  several  hours  as  law  enforcement  officers 
from  the  city,  county  and  state  were  on  alert  across  the  highway. 

More  than  21  law  enforcement  vehicles  from  the  various  agencies  could  be 
seen  within  a two-mile  radius  of  the  complex. 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  police,  who  have  been  in  charge  of  tribal  law 
enforcement  in  the  14  counties  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  since  April,  kept  a 
low  profile.  A few  were  seen  on  duty  inside  the  complex. 

"It's  against  the  (tribal)  law  to  carry  guns  on  Cherokee  Nation  property, 
" tribal  member  lack  Blair  told  an  armed  security  guard  who  ordered 
Cherokees  away  from  the  complex  door. 

Several  councilors  agreed,  but  the  guns  stayed  on. 

Five  Cherokee  elders  were  the  first  people  allowed  inside  to  talk  to  a 
group  of  councilors.  The  press  was  allowed  to  observe. 

The  elders  had  to  undergo  a search  for  weapons  from  guards  with  hand- 
held metal  detectors. 

Elders  demanded  the  administration  recognize  the  authority  of  the 
tribe's  highest  court,  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal.  Byrd  has  sanctioned 
what  the  tribunal  ruled  is  an  illegal  court  at  the  tribal  complex.  Elders 
also  wanted  an  accounting  of  how  money  has  been  spent  in  the  past  year. 

Byrd  blames  his  political  enemies  and  says  he  has  done  nothing  wrong. 

In  a news  release,  he  states  he  is  convinced  Wednesday's  discussions  "are 
a fresh  first  step  at  peace  among  all  our  people."  He  also  said  his 
administration  is  committed  to  the  prompt  resolution  of  the  difficulties 
addressed . 

Pat  Ragsdale,  the  only  fired  tribal  marshal  not  offered  a job  back,  is 
on  paid  administrative  leave. 

"It's  denigrating  to  have  people  stand  out  in  the  rain.  People  were 
denied  their  constitutional  right  to  assemble,"  Ragsdale  said  before  Byrd 


had  a change  of  hear  and  opened  the  facility. 

"He  (Byrd)  said  he  wants  to  pull  everybody  together  - but  he  wants  to 
keep  us  out  of  the  complex/'  said  Cherokee  businessman  less  Bryant.  "He 
didn't  invite  us  to  his  press  conference  yesterday  and  denied  us  access  to 
him  today.  He  knew  it  was  coming.  He  just  didn't  want  to  meet  with  the 
people.  He  just  doesn't  want  to  answer  questions." 

Marion  Brown  Hagerstrand,  76,  expressed  disgust  as  she  waited  outside  - 
"We're  such  a dangerous  group.  I think  it's  disgraceful. 

Sioux  Smith  Vann,  whose  husband  Raymond  Vann,  helped  organize  the  peace 
rally  looked  around  at  the  crowd. 

"These  are  mostly  retired  people  - mothers,  children,  and  housewives  - 
and  we're  a threat  to  these  people?"  Sioux  Vann  said.  "Do  you  know  of  a 
government  who  will  not  permit  their  citizens  inside  their  administration" 
Other  Cherokee  held  up  signs  and  chanted  in  the  background: 

WHAT  DO  WE  WANT?  HUSTICE. 

WHEN  DO  WE  WANT  IT?  NOW." 


Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper,  THE 

CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 

http: //www. cherokeeobserver .org 

"RE : Update  on  Tennessee  Graves"  

Date:  Wed,  25  Feb  1998  20:54:07  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : update  on  cemetary  news 

UUCP  email 


0~Si~Yo ! 

You  remember  the  information  I sent  you  earlier  regarding  the  Redstick 
Confederacy's  attempts  at  establishing  a Native  American  cemetary,  and 
being  granted  the  right  to  speak  for  the  Ancestors  in  Chancery  Court?  Well, 
one  of  the  Official  Slimeballs  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  (aka  the  Attorney 
General)  has  filed  a petition  seeking  to  block  our  attempts  to  speak 
before  the  court.  This  could  work  to  our  advantage  in  the  long  run, 
because  there  may  be  a continuance  of  the  case  until  March  23.  Fund 
raising  efforts  have  been  slow,  so  that  would  give  us  more  time  to 
actually  raise  the  needed  funds  to  purchase  cemetary  land  before  the  court 
date  (which  was  originally  set  for  March  2). 

On  a related  note,  trees  have  been  cut  and  roadways  cleared  for  the  site 
evaluation  at  West  Meade;  which  will  eventually  lead  to  more  desecration 
of  Native  Burial  sites,  so  that  the  site  can  be  rubber  stamped  for  the 
erection  of  a Wal-Mart  Super  Center  and  Lowes  Building  Center  which  even 
the  local  residents  are  against.  But  neighborhood  stability  and  respect 
for  the  dead  takes  a back  seat  to  money  and  politics  in  the  Yonegi  society. 

Please  keep  all  of  these  developments  in  your  prayers  and  pass  the 
information  on  to  any  and  all  who  would  be  sympathetic  to  our  stand  on 
these  issues. 

Wado, 

Dale 


"RE;  inco's  Worst  Nightmare"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Feb  1998  08:12:03  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : Mick  Lowe:  "Mushaua  Innu  are,  or  should  be,  Inco's  worst  nightmare" 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

This  article  comes  form  Mick  Lowe,  who  visited  Nitassinan  a few  weeks  ago. 
- ed. 


I've  begun  to  digest  my  experiences  and  am  beginning  to  publish  them. 
Thought  you  might  be  interested  in  the  following,  my  first  column  on  the 


Innu  Nation.  It  was  published  under  the  headline,  "Mushaua  Innu  are,  or 
should  be,  Inco's  worst  nightmare"  in  my  On  the  Rock  column  yesterday 
(Febr.  22.) 

UTSHIMASSIT  (DAVIS  INLET)--I  don't  know  when  it  first  dawned  on  me  that  the 
Voisey's  Bay  nickel  deposit  would  not  likely  be  developed  - at  least  not  in 
the  first  decade  of  the  21st  century,  not  in  the  form  currently  under 
study,  and,  in  all  probability,  not  by  Inco. 

It  may  have  been  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  February  5th,  as  I sat  in 
this  village  of  700  approximately  60  kms  south  of  the  proposed  mine  site 
and  watched,  in  utter  astonishment,  as  representatives  of  the  Voisey's  Bay 
Nickel  Company  explained  the  mine  and  mill  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
to  members  of  the  Innu  Nation. 

The  meeting,  which  was  resolutely  shunned  by  everyone  in  the  community 
except  for  a handful  of  elders,  was  opened  by  Jackie  Penny,  a human 
resources  officer  from  VBNC's  St.  John's  office. 

"We  like  to  open  all  of  our  meetings  with  a safety  tip,"  the  youthful  and 
personable  Penny  explained,  awaiting  the  translation  of  her  words  into 
Innu-eimun,  still  the  overwhelming  first  language  of  choice  for  most  of  the 
people  here.  "You  know,  it's  winter  outside,  and  when  we  come  indoors  we 
track  in  snow  on  our  boots  and  it  melts  on  the  floor,  and  turns  into  water. 
And  that  makes  the  floor  slippery.  So  I'd  just  like  to  caution  everyone  to 
be  careful  when  they're  walking  on  the  floor  here." 

One  of  the  elders,  a woman  who  I would  learn  later  was  named  Monique  Rich, 
immediately  asked  a question  of  the  translator. 

I took  it  to  mean:  "What  did  she  just  say?"  When  told.  Rich  made  a 
non-commital  affirmation  but  I,  and  not  for  the  last  time  that  night,  shook 
my  head  in  disbelief. 

Here  were  gathered  some  of  the  most  respected  elders  of  the  Innu  Nation, 
a people  whose  abilities  to  survive  for  millenia  in  one  of  the  most  hostile 
environments  on  the  face  of  the  planet  was  often  described  as  "heroic"  by 
white  anthropologists,  journalists,  and  fur  traders. 

And  yet  here  was  a representative  of  some  far-away  mining  company  who 
had  arrived  in  the  community  only  hours  before,  offering  a doubtless 
well-meaning,  if  somewhat  simple-minded  "safety  tip"  to  a group  whose 
collective  wisdom  about  safety  and  survival  on  their  land  should  inspire 
admiration,  awe,  and  the  most  profound  respect. 

The  moment  was  surreal,  ironic  and  absurd.  "If  last  night's  meeting  is 
the  nub  of  the  interface  between  VBNC  and  the  Innu  community,  the  company 
has  a long,  long  way  to  go,"  I wrote  in  my  notebook  the  next  day. 

In  hindsight  I realize  that  observation  represents  a considerable 
understatement . 

They  are  known  as  the  Mushaua  Innu,  literally  "The  Innu  of  the  Barren 
Lands"  but  I think  of  them  now  as  "The  People  of  the  Caribou"  because  of 
their  almost  mystical  attachment  to  the  great  George  River  Caribou  Herd, 
which  still  migrates  through  northern  Labrador  each  year  in  numbers  that 
reach  the  tens  of  thousands. 

I also  think  of  them  as  "The  People  of  the  Mists"  because  of  their  uncanny 
ability  to  materialize  - men,  women,  elders  and  children  - as  if  out  of  a 
fog,  at  almost  any  time  and  any  place  on  Nitassinan,  as  they  call  their 
homeland.  And  in  this,  I suspect,  they  are,  or  should  be,  Inco's  worst 
nightmare. 

Together  with  the  Innu  of  Sheshatshiu,  a community  of  800  an 
hour-and-a-half  by  air  to  the  south,  the  Mushuau  Band  constitute  the  1,500 
members  of  the  Innu  Nation  of  Labrador.  Their  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Quebec  are  known  variously  as  the  Montagnais  or  Naskapi  peoples,  but  they 
are  all  Innu. 

The  Mushuau  Innu  are  arguably  the  most  materially  and  culturally  intact 
First  Nation  left  in  North  America,  according  to  anthropologist  Adrian 
Tanner  of  Memorial  University  in  St.  John's.  They  are,  quite  literally, 
but  one  generation  removed  from  an  almost  entirely  traditional  aboriginal 
lifestyle,  as  Monique  Rich  and  her  fellow  elders  are  about  to  make  clear  to 
the  representatives  of  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company. 

"She  was  born  at  Voisey's  Bay,"  the  translator  says  of  Monique  to  Penny 
and  her  VBNC  cohort  Bill  Napier.  "She  saw  her  first  white  person  there  when 


she  was  a little  girl  and  her  family  went  there  to  trade  and  hunt  and  fish. 
She's  pissed  at  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  for  coming  around  and  starting  digging 
a big  hole  in  Mother  Earth.  This  breaks  her  heart.  That's  her  home.  She 
was  born  and  raised  there,  and  her  father  was  buried  there." 

Through  the  translator  other  elders  begin  to  berate  the  company 
representatives.  "If  the  Innu  people  went  to  London  and  started  drilling 
on  Queen  Elizabeth's  backyard,  we'd  go  to  jail.  It's  not  okay,  it's  a 
violation,"  says  an  elder  named  Edward.  "Voisey's  Bay  is  Innu  land.  We  as 
the  Innu  don't  talk  about  destroying  the  land,"  Edward  continued. 

"My  grandfather  died  there  and  was  buried  there,  I think  it  was  in  1922. 
What  if  I started  drilling  where  your  grandfather  is  buried?  When  the 
drilling  started  the  Innu  were  not  consulted.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  our 
leaders  said  you  could  drill?" 

Napier,  who  does  most  of  the  talking  for  the  company  this  night,  listens 
impassively.  "We  recognize  the  Innu  claim  to  Voisey's  Bay,  that's  why 
we're  negotiating  an  IBA  (an  Impact  and  Benefit  Agreement  with  the  Innu.)" 

"I  don't  want  no  money.  I don't  want  no  money,"  Edward  mumbles  in  pidgin 
English.  "We're  here  to  protect  your  homeland,"  Napier  actually  says.  All 
of  this  is  too  much  for  Ruby,  the  young  Innu  woman  who  has  been  hired  by 
the  company  to  provide  translation  for  the  evening.  "I  have  to  say  I'm 
very  uncomfortable  with  what  I'm  being  asked  to  tell  my  elders,"  she 
interjects,  in  English. 

"How  did  you  think  it  went?"  Napier,  who  seems  abashed  by  the  meeting,  asks 
me  when  the  two-hour  plus  session  ends. 

"Well,  it's  the  start  of  a dialogue,"  I say  hopefully.  "But  I wonder  if 
these  people  want  this  project  under  any  terms." 

"It's  pretty  hard,  in  this  day  and  age,  to  get  a project  like  this  off  the 
ground  without  the  support  of  the  local  community,"  Napier  observes.  It  is 
the  most  percipient  and  forthright  statement  I've  ever  heard  from  an  Inco 
employee  about  the  realities  of  Voisey's  Bay. 

"But  there  just  isn't  much  trust  there,"  he  concludes  soberly.  Well  no 
shit,  Sherlock. 

Next  week:  More  on  the  Mushuau  Innu  and  why  they  pose  such  a threat  to  the 
Voisey's  Bay  project. 

"RE : Lands  for  Life  Call  for  Action"  

Date:  25  Feb  1998  22:59:49  GMT 

From:  "Rain  Girl"  <raingirl@cyberbeach . net> 

Sub j : Lands  for  Life  - call  for  action 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Aanii, 

The  Native  and  non-Native  people  in  Ontario  could  soon  be  in  a crisis 
situation  regarding  the  land.  A new  policy  being  implemented  called  "Lands 
for  Life"  would  take  most  of  the  land  from  the  Southern  most  tip  of  Ontario 
way  up  to  past  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  all  the  land  is  now  crown  land,  and  open 
all  of  it  up  for  mineral  exploration  as  well  and  forestry  and  logging. 

There  are  also  parts  of  the  Boreal  forest  up  to  Northern  Ontario  that 
hasn't  been  detailed  for  the  public. 

Part  of  the  problem  is  that  most  of  the  sessions  happened  last  summer 
behind  closed  doors  at  Queens  Park  in  Toronto.  I will  be  getting  more 
information  on  this  within  the  next  day,  and  maybe  possible  post  a map  with 
the  outlining  portion  to  be  opened  up.  It's  really  rather  scary  because 
it's  such  a large  part  of  Ontario. 

If  any  people  in  Ontario  on  this  ng  are  aware  of  this  and  are  planning 
some  type  of  action  to  inform  the  public,  please  contact  me.  The  reason  I am 
writing  this  now  is  that  one  week  from  tonight  a session  will  be  held  in  my 
city  for  public  input  and  not  too  many  people  are  aware  of  the  seriousness 
of  this  situation  or  even  of  this  situation  at  all. 

I'm  asking  all  you  people  out  there  that  can  help  me  with  strategies  to 
implement  in  my  area  within  the  next  week  to  inform  not  only  the  First 
Nation  communities  in  the  area,  but  the  general  public  also.  This  could 


also  have  a devastating  effect  on  their  lives.... for  they  will  no  longer 
have  any  wilderness  to  enjoy. 

We  really  need  to  take  action  now  for  as  I understand  it  deals  have 
already  been  made  with  corporations  to  go  ahead  with  these  activities  and 
these  meetings  are  just  a formality.  However  I feel  that  with  enough  public 
pressure  the  provincial  government  would  have  to  re-examine  the  situation. 
Email  me  at  raingirl@cyberbeach . net . I really  need  help  and  advice.  The 
sooner  the  better. 

Meegwetch, 

Angela 


"RE:  Sechelt  Band  to  End  Negotiations"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Feb  1998  09:00:38  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Sechelt  Band  Expected  to  end  current  treaty  negotiations 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  BC  Treaty  Process  continues  to  deteriorate.  Even 
"moderate"  Bands  involved  are  increasingly  disillusioned  with  this 
extinguishment  and  termination  instrument.  This  recent  full  page 
Communique  from  the  Sechelt  Indian  Band  in  the  February  edition  of 
Kahtou  magazine  is  a case  in  point: 

SECHELT  LAND  CLAIM  COMMITTEE  ANNOUNCES  ITS  INTENTIONS 

The  Sechelt  Indian  Band  will  no  longer  tolerate  the  province  of  British 
Columbia's  refusal  to  share  resource  revenues  and  will  proceed  with 
litigation  against  the  province  to  prove  its  point.  That  decision  is 
expected  to  end  the  current  treaty  negotiations  and  to  have  a significant 
impact  on  the  entire  BC  Treaty  process. 

The  Sechelt  Land  Claim  Committee  announced  today  its  intentions  following 
the  success  of  the  native  litigants  in  Delgammuukw  (Supreme  Court  of 
Canada,  December  11,  1997).  "We  are  faced  with  an  unacceptable  situation 
at  the  bargaining  table.  The  provincial  negotiators  kept  taking  items  off 
the  table  that  had  been  included  in  the  framework.  Our  people  have  been 
forced  to  take  these  steps,"  said  Chief  Garry  Feschuk,  Sechelt 's  Chief 
Negotiator.  "The  province  must  wake  up  to  the  reality  of  what  our 
negotiating  team's  mandate  is  as  well  as  what  the  Supreme  Court  is  telling 
them".  Chief  Feschuk  said. 

For  some  time  now,  the  Sechelt  Indian  Band  has  been  generally  regarded  as 
having  the  most  advanced  negotiation  within  the  BC  Treaty  Commission 
process.  We  were  seen  as  the  most  likely  to  reach  Stage  5 first.  "But  that 
was  something  of  a myth,"  pointed  out  Chief  Garry  Feschuk,  Sechelt  Chief 
Negotiator.  "The  truth  is  that,  given  the  intransigent  Federal  and 
Provincial  positions,  we  were  at  a standoff."  The  major  stumbling  block 
was  put  in  place  at  a meeting  held  with  the  Honourable  John  Cashore, 
Minister  of  Native  Affairs,  on  October  30,  1997.  There,  the  Minister  told 
the  Sechelt  representatives  that  the  Province  would  not  budge  from  what  he 
called  its  "bottom  line  positions".  Minister  Cashore  told  the  Sechelts 
that  the  Province  would  never  agree  to  share  resource  revenues,  and  he 
insisted  that  Sechelt,  the  only  self-governing  Band  in  Canada,  place  all 
its  lands  under  Provincial  jurisdiction.  He  also  indicated  that  no 
individual  negotiations  on  the  payment  of  taxes  would  be  permitted;  to  get 
a Treaty  you  would  have  to  fall  in  line  with  the  Nisga'a  AIP  "8  & 12 
formula"  regardless  of  your  circumstances. 

"We  could  not  believe  that  the  Minister  was  trying  to  box  us  into  an 
unacceptable  corner  without  any  give  on  the  government  side,  while 
expecting  Sechelt  to  give  on  everything,"  Chief  Feschuk  said.  The  Sechelt 
Land  Claim  Committee  congratulates  its  Gitskan  and  Wet'suwet'en  brothers 
and  sisters  of  their  great  legal  victory  which  is  now  providing  the 
Sechelt  with  legal  opportunity.  As  a result,  the  so-called  "bottom  line 
positions"  of  the  Province  cannot  possibly  endure.  "A  huge  obstacle  of 
successful  Treaty-making  has  been  removed  by  Delgammuukw,"  commented  Chief 
Feschuk.  After  this  decision,  it  can  no  longer  be  a question  of  the 
Province's  refusing  to  share  resource  revenues  with  native  people.  It  may 


be  more  germane  to  consider  on  what  possible  legal  basis  the  Province  is 
plundering  these  resources  100%  every  day. 

After  this  decision,  the  Province  must  surely  abandon  its  starry-eyed 
notion  of  asserting  jurisdiction  over  S. 91(24)  lands.  As  Chief  Justice 
Lamer  noted  in  the  judgement: 

"the  judges  in  the  court  below  noted  that  separating  federal  jurisdiction 
over  Indians  from  jurisdictions  over  their  lands  wold  have  most 
unfortunate  results  - the  government  vested  with  primary  constitutional 
responsibility  for  securing  the  welfare  of  Canada's  aboriginal  peoples 
would  find  itself  unable  to  safeguard  one  of  the  most  central  of  native 
interests  - their  interests  in  their  lands." 

The  question  of  taxation  of  native  people  should  be  referred  back  to  where 
it  belongs:  the  national  level.  "They've  been  trying  to  inflict  a new 
injustice  on  my  people,"  said  Chief  Feschuk,  "In  order  for  us  to  be 
recompensed  for  past  injustices  the  principle  is  wrong,  and  it  won't  work. 
Let  Jane  Stewart  and  Phil  Fontaine  deal  with  the  national  issues."  The 
Sechelt  Land  Claim  Committee,  mandated  by  the  Band  membership,  now  wish  to 
move  forward  to  take  positive  advantage  of  the  apparent  removal  of  the 
impediments  to  a fair  Treaty.  We  have  instructed  the  Band  lawyers,  Snarch 
and  Allen  to  apply  to  court  for  a declaration  that  our  people  still  hold 
aboriginal  title  to  the  Sechelt  Traditional  territory  (approximately  the 
area  known  as  the  "Sunshine  Coast").  "We  need  to  establish  this  important 
starting  point,"  stated  Chief  Feschuk. 

Once  the  step  has  been  taken,  we  want  to  demonstrate  to  the  public  of 
British  Columbia  that  they  need  have  nothing  to  fear  from  dealing  fairly 
and  honourably  with  native  Treaty  concerns.  It  is  our  intention  to  show 
that  those  predicting  doom  and  gloom  on  account  of  Delgammuukw  are  wrong. 

We  intend  to  show  that,  on  the  contrary.  Treaties  are  NOW 
"do-able"-perhaps  for  the  first  time.  "As  the  Chief  Justice  said," 
summarized  Chief  Feschuk,  "We're  all  here  to  stay,  and  Sechelt  has  a 
young,  growing  population  that  has  no  interest  in  economic  stagnation.  We 
need  jobs,  economic  opportunities,  the  chance  to  participate  in  increasing 
prosperity.  My  people  are  not  just  looking  for  a cheque.  We  want  to  fully 
SFIARE  in  British  Columbia's  strong  future  in  the  21st  century." 

Sechelt  Indian  Band.  Box  740,  Sechelt  BC  VON  3A0 
Telephone:  (604)  885-2273  Fax:  (604)  885-3490 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER.  CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

— "RE:  Gitsxan  Ask  to  Co-manage  Traditional  Land"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Feb  1998  01:17:16  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gitsxan  ask  to  co-manage  traditional  land 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
GITSXAN  ASK  TO  CO-MANAGE  TRADITIONAL  LAND 
Victoria  Times  Colonist,  Feb.  19,  1998,  page  A8 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Terrace  (CP)  - Gitsxan  native  leaders  want  shared  control  with  the 
province  over  their  traditional  lands  in  northern  BC.  An  offer  to 
co-manage  land  within  their  traditional  territory  was  presented  to  Premier 
Glen  Clark  in  a Feb.  2 meeting,  said  Don  Ryan,  the  Gitxsan  chief 


negotiator.  The  proposal  also  includes  veto  rights,  revenue  sharing  and 
taxation  powers  for  the  Gitsxan.  Ryan  said  the  offer  will  help  clear  the 
cloud  of  uncertainty  created  by  a Supreme  Court  of  Canada  decision  Dec. 11. 

The  court  significantly  broadened  the  definition  of  aboriginal  land  rights 
in  its  decision  in  the  Delgammuukw  land  claim  case.  The  decision  threw  BC's 
treaty  - making  process  into  disarray  as  government  and  tribal  leaders 
scrambled  to  figure  out  what  it  meant  in  practical  terms.  Many  native 
groups  say  the  decision  requires  more  consultation  with  natives  - perhaps 
even  their  consent  - for  resource  use  to  continue  while  treaties  are  being 
negotiated.  They  also  think  the  ruling  opens  the  door  to  compensation  for 
past  resource  extraction  - something  that  could  put  the  bill  for  each  land 
claims  settlement  into  the  billions. 

Ryan  said  the  government  must  act  quickly  to  counter  the  chilling  effect 
the  court  decision  has  had  on  resource  companies  and  potential 
developments.  "The  big  issue  for  everybody  is  to  provide  some  kind  of 
certainty  and  economic  stability,"  he  said.  "Those  are  the  two  areas  we're 
concerned  about."  Provincial  officials  haven't  yet  reacted  other  than  to 
say  they  are  studying  the  Gitxsan  offer.  Ryan  said  he  will  be  tabling  a 
similar  proposal  with  the  federal  government.  Other  BC  native  groups  are 
wondering  if  they  aren't  better  off  shelving  treaty  negotiations  and 
launching  court  actions  themselves. 

Nisga'a  leaders  are  close  to  completing  a treaty.  But  Willard  Martin,  a 
hereditary  chief  from  the  Nisga'a  village  of  Kincolith,  said  the  tribal 
council  is  under  pressure  to  re-examine  its  course.  "There's  a lot  of 
unrest,"  says  Martin,  adding  he  and  others  are  seeking  legal  advice  in 
light  of  the  court  decision.  Haisla  and  Tsimshian  leaders  said  they  too, 
would  stay  in  the  treaty  process.  But  Tsimshian  chief  negotiator  Gerald 
Wesley  admitted  the  Delgammuukw  decision  has  made  the  court  route  look  more 
attractive.  "Some  of  our  members  say  maximum  leverage  isn't  in 
negotiations  any  more,"  said  Wesley. 
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educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Gardening  Seeds  Needed  for  Reservations"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Feb  1998  15:30:20  EST 
From:  Dswordy@aol.com  <FWD> 

Sub j : Gardening  seeds  needed  for  the  reservations. 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Sun,  22  Feb  1998  21:43:18  -0600 
From:  cassman  <cassman@ibm. net> 

We  are  hoping  you  will  take  time  to  read  and  review  the  following 
message  on  behalf  of  the  Lakota  Nation  of  the  Cheyenne  River 
Reservation.  The  community  of  Green  Grass,  which  is  for  the  first  time 
planning  a very  large  community  garden  to  learn  to  can  and  supply  the 
foods  needed  to  feed  their  families  year  round  are  in  great  need  of  some 
wonderful  help  from  perhaps  your  corporation,  if  your  group  can  assist 
the  children  and  elders  with  some  donations  of  canning  supplies. 
Vegetable  Seeds  made  in  bulk  perhaps  together  as  a whole  we  can  assist 
to  end  world  hunger  here  in  America.  We  appreciate  any  and  all  input 


that  you  can  offer  to  this  email.. Thank  You... 

What  we  found  at  the  Cheyenne  River  Green  Grass  Community  was  a group 
of  people  who  are  wanting  a way  to  find  self  sufficiency  and  a method  to 
use  to  feed  the  elderly  and  care  for  the  youth  and  young  children.  A 
double  wide  mobile  home  had  been  purchased  by  the  community  to  be  used 
for  what  is  called  "The  Lakota  YMCA  Youth  Center"  the  building  will 
also  be  used  to  provide  the  nutrition  center  for  the  elderly  of  the 
Green  Grass  Community.  Essentially  the  building,  once  repaired  and 
fully  equipped  will  become  a functioning  Youth  Center  and  Elderly  Center, 
which  the  community  has  a great  need  for.  The  Cheyenne  River 
Reservation  does  not  have  a casino  on  it  to  help  support  the  needs  of 
the  children  & elders.  The  Green  Grass  Community  must  find  a way  to 
support  the  needs  of  their  families.  They  would  like  help  with  a head 
start  to  progress  toward  self  sufficiency  for  their  community.  This  is 
what  we  are  asking  for  on  behalf  of  the  Chief  and  his  people.  This  is 
part  of  what  you  can  send  your  gift  certificates  for  to  help  eliminate 
the  shipping  costs  of  gifts.  The  Lakota  like  any  other  people  are  proud 
people  and  do  not  like  to  let  others  know  that  they  are  in  need  of  this 
assistance.  A time  has  come  where  a need  is  to  ask  for  help  in  a big 
way.. the  children  and  elders  are  suffering.  Suicide  rates  have  risen 
amongst  the  teenagers.  The  elderly  are  going  without  proper  nutritions 
to  survive  the  cold  winters. 

The  double  wide  that  was  brought  in  for  the  Youth  Center  is  in  dire 
need  of  repairs.  It  is  basically  a shell  with  no  insulation,  improper 
roofing,  no  kitchen  facilities,  no  steps  to  even  enter  the  building. 
Please  be  sure  to  sit  down  before  you  jump  to  the  ground  to  get  out  of 
the  building  after  you  crawl  up  into  the  building,  is  how  I best 
describe  the  situation.  We  took  with  us  an  electrical  engineer  who  is  a 
friend  of  ours  here  in  Bismarck  so  that  he  could  help  us  look  at  this 
building  on  behalf  of  the  Chief  and  the  people  and  help  best  with  an 
estimation  cost  to  get  the  YOUTH/Elder  Center  up  and  running  full 
swing.  Not  counting  the  official  supplies  children  need  to  use  while 
learning  at  the  Youth  Center. 

Please  be  sure  you  are  sitting  down  now,  and  keep  in  mind  if  any  of  you 
know  of  a way  to  assist  with  this  need,  please  think  deep  and  make  all 
connections  possible  to  help  this  community.  The  estimated  cost  to 
actually  do  the  plumbing,  electric,  kitchen  facility,  flooring, 
furnace,  roofing,  walls,  windows  and  the  addition  added  on  to 
accommodate  the  number  of  people  who  are  all  ready  lined  up  to  use  the 
facilities,  the  bathroom. .etc.  $50,000.00  yes  $50,000.00  it  is  almost 
appropriate  to  build  new  and  fresh  rather  than  to  repair  but  the  cost 
would  still  be  the  same.  If  in  any  way  you  know  of  a fund  raiser 
potential  and  can  pull  one  off  by  all  means  contact  us  to  let  us  know. 

If  you  are  in  a position  to  donate  money  to  have  as  a 501  (c)  3 tax 
right  off,  please  send  your  checks  for  the  Youth  Center  to  The  Lakota 
YMCA  Youth  Center  c/o  Gladys  Looking  Horse,  Board  member  of  the  Youth 
Center.  If  any  of  you  are  associated  with  a YMCA  Center  off  of  the 
Reservations  and  know  they  can  ask  that  YMCA  to  consider  assisting  this 
Lakota  YMCA  Youth  Center  please  share  this  information  with  them  so  that 
they  too  can  assist  with  this  large,  very  large  project. 

The  Youth/Elder  Center  has  five  acres  available  to  them  at  this  time, 
they  want  to  plant  a sizable  garden  to  feed  many  members  who  will  work 
together  to  insure  the  outcome  of  a good  growth.  86  and  counting 
children  and  30  and  counting  elderly  will  benefit  from  the  food 
provisions  grown  and  the  use  of  the  Youth  Center.  This  is  where  your 
gift  certificates  come  in,  the  community  needs: 

2 dozen  each  GARDEN  RACKS,  HOES,  SHOVELS,  GARDEN  HOSES,  SPRINKLERS, 
FENCING  (and  a scarecrow  maybe)  the  tools  to  plant  a garden  are  in 
absolute  need. 

CANNING  3ARS  WITH  LIDS  AND  CANNING  EQUIPMENT  IS  GREATLY  NEEDED. 

VEGETABLE  SEEDS  OF  Squash,  carrots,  watermelon,  beans,  pole  beans, 
tomatoes,  beets,  turnips,  pumpkin,  lettuce,  tomatoes,  fruit  trees  of 
apples  and  peaches,  marigolds  for  companion  plantings  for  insects, 
sunflowers,  cucumbers,  peppers,  lima  beans.  Are  all  being  requested  for 
food  purposes.  With  the  right  equipment  gardens  are  successful  for  year 


round  food. 

The  ladies  can  and  would  like  to  be  able  to  sew  more  proficiently  for 
their  families.  They  can  earn  income  with  their  sewing  skills.  What  is 
needed  here  again  is  a great  starting  opportunity.  Sewing  Machines, 
fabrics,  threads,  needles,  beads,  beading  needles,  patterns  and  the 
instructions  as  to  how  to  complete  the  sewing  and  beading  projects. 
Quilts  are  being  made  along  with  the  clothing. 

The  center  is  in  great  need  of  an  industry  size  stove/oven  appliance 
along  with  a ref rigerator/f reezer  combination.  Not  to  mention  a proper 
toilet . 

The  items  that  are  needed  inside  of  the  finished  building  and  also 
needed  now  until  the  building  is  complete,  for  the  center  is  running  out 
of  a small  log  building  located  on  the  Chief's  property  at  this  time 
are : 

paper  plates,  regular  dishes,  large  pots  and  pans  to  cook  for  many, 
silverware,  towels,  toilet  paper,  construction  paper,  crayons, 
pencils,  paper  supplies,  two  computers  are  needed,  file  cabinets,  felt, 
threads,  needles,  paper  towels,  dish  soap,  hand  soaps,  black  boards,  art 
supplies  (many  strong  artist  have  been  seen  amongst  the  youth) 
leather  supplies  and  sports  equipment  such  as  baseballs,  basket  balls, 
kick  balls,  volley  ball,  horse  shoes,  bats  and  gloves,  footballs,  dolls 
for  the  girls,  ribbons.  (Not  to  mention  brand  new  underwear  needs  are 
prevalent)  Diapers,  bottles,  cribs,  beds  (children  are  sleeping  on 
floors  my  friends)  I have  seen  things  that  many  do  not  want  to  see,  and 
you  can  help  change  this  condition  for  the  better  forever. 

Please  consider  what  you  have  read  here  and  contact  us  soon  with  your 
heart  and  your  gifts.  I would  not  be  asking  for  these  things  had  I not 
known  and  seen  first  hand  the  dire  dire  need  that  is  on  the  reservations 
of  South  and  North  Dakota,  I can  only  focus  on  one  community  at  a time, 
and  the  Green  Grass  is  in  need  to  preserve  the  Traditional  Spiritual 
Ways  of  a People  of  Peace. 

Again  Thank  you  for  reading  this  and  for  sharing  this  with  your  many 
friends  and  contacts.  If  anyone  knows  what  they  can  do  please  do  not 
hesitate  to  do  such  and  help  the  children  & elders  of  the  Lakota,  Green 
Grass  Community. 

Dawn  Cassada 
Morning  Star  Outreach 
320  N.  31st  #13 
Bismarck,  ND  58501 

(with  Gift  Certificates  or  shipments) 

Gladys  Looking  Horse 
Green  Grass  Community 
PO  Box  1519 
Eagle  Butte,  SD  57625 

for  cash  donations  to  the  Youth  Center  made  out  to  The  Lakota  YMCA  youth 
Center. 

Blessings  to  all  of  you  for  reading. 

Earth  Woman 


- — "RE:  Healing  Wounds"  — 

Date:  Thu,  26  Feb  1998  11:59:30  EST 
From:  diogenes_java@juno.com  (3.  C.  York) 

Sub j : Healing  Wounds 

UUCP  email 

To  the  editors  of  _Wotanging  Ikche:  Native  American  News_: 

I first  began  looking  on  the  Internet  for  sources  focusing  upon  Indian 
issues  about  a year  ago,  in  the  hope  that  I may  find  common  ground  with 
other  members  of  Indian  communities.  I myself  am  of  Choctaw  heritage 
through  my  great-grandfather  Desse,  though  I have  not  had  much  opportunity 
to  participate  in  a meaningful  way  with  the  Choctaw  Nation  itself.  Owing 
to  the  ease  and  the  immediacy  of  electronic  communication,  I jumped  at  the 
opportunity  to  connect  with,  to  hear,  and  ultimately  to  participate,  in 


the  ongoing  conversation  among  American  Indians  regarding  our  past,  our 
present,  and  our  future,  even  beyond  the  seventh  generation  of  our 
children . 

I began  subscribing  to  _Wotanging  Ikche_  after  having  read  a couple  very 
good  articles  concerning  the  distinction  which  must  of  necessity  be  drawn 
between  the  traditions  and  practices  of  various  nations  and  the  bizarre 
amalgamation  of  generic  "Indian"  practices  which  characterizes  so-called 
"New  Age  philosophy."  I was  so  impressed  from  this  first  reading  that, 
after  finally  having  opened  a dialogue  with  my  family  (after  many  years  of 
silence)  concerning  what  it  is  to  be  who  we  are,  I convinced  my  mother  to 
subscribe  to  your  publication  as  well. 

However,  in  recent  issues  I have  noticed  that  the  discussion  within  the 
electronic  pages  of  _Wotanging  Ikche_  has  taken  a more  militant  tenor, 
which  I find  at  best  disturbing.  The  first  impulse  of  any  people  who 
have  been  given  the  long  train  of  abuses  and  disease  which  all  of  us  and 
our  grandfathers  before  us  have  endured,  from  the  first  landing  of 
Columbus  to  Cortez  to  the  Trail  of  Tears  to  Wounded  Knee,  is  to  seek 
armed  resistance  against  the  transgressor,  so  that  justice  may  be  done  and 
as  some  contributors  of  _Wotanging  Ikche_  have  suggested,  that  a circle 
will  be  mended.  Nevertheless,  I remain  unconvinced  that  a militant 
stance  by  those  who  are  left  is  the  proper  way  to  mend  the  circle  which 
surrounds  the  American  Indian.  One  cannot  wash  out  blood  with  blood. 

But  there  are  those  who  insist  that  the  only  way  to  gain  the  justice 
and  respect  we  deserve  as  the  first  people  on  this  land  is  to  lead  the 
charge  against  white  oppression.  To  strengthen  their  cause  such  men  bring 
to  their  side  (though  perhaps  unconsciously)  the  teachings  of  such 
learned  men  as  Karl  Marx,  indicating  that  the  Indian  is  alienated  from  his 
land  and  his  home  by  white  society  (as  well  as,  I might  add,  by  Tribal 
Councils)  in  the  same  manner  that  the  proletarian  is  alienated  by  the 
bourgeoisie  from  his  means  of  production.  The  view  that  even  Tribal 
Councils  are  apparently  co-opted,  citing  examples  of  alleged  financial 
corruption,  say,  among  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  and  therefore  not 
to  be  seen  as  truly  representative  of  Indian  interests  is  reminiscent  of 
the  statement  made  by  Marx  and  his  colleague  Friedrich  Engels  in  the 
_Communist  Manifesto_  that  "Political  power,  properly  speaking,  in 
merely  the  organized  power  of  one  class  for  oppressing  the  other." 

(Chapter  II,  second  paragraph  from  the  end.)  One  need  only  look  so  far  as 
the  tenets  held  by  the  Tupac  Amaru  in  Peru  to  see  that  some  people  seek  to 
actualize  these  opinions. 

To  these  opinions  I respond  with  the  question  raised  by  Maria  Campbell 
at  the  end  of  her  memoir  about  growing  up  as  mixed-blood  Cree  woman  in 
Canada:  "I  realize  that  an  armed  revolution  of  Native  people  will  never 
come  about;  even  if  such  a thing  were  possible  what  would  we  achieve?  We 
would  only  end  up  oppressing  somebody  else."  Even  if,  or  rather 
especially  if,  Marx's  formulation  of  political  power  were  correct,  Ms. 
Campbell's  response  would  remain  the  same.  Given  the  opportunity  under 
the  climate  which,  if  indeed  the  character  of  the  contributors  to 
Wotanging  Ikche_  were  indicative  of  Indian  communities  as  a whole,  a 
militant  people  rise  up  against  those  against  whom  they  weigh  their 
grievances,  the  result  would  undoubtedly  be  bloodshed  to  which  the 
aggrieved  themselves  would  be  guilty. 

Let  us  not  try  to  heal  our  wounds  with  the  blood  of  other  men; 
let  us  fight  no  more,  forever. 

"RE : Update  on  Standing  Deer"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Feb  1998  10:02:19  -0500 

From:  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  <uainel9@IDT.NET> 

(by  way  of  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi.net>) 

Sub j : Update  on  Standing  Deer 

UUCP  email 

There  were  some  internet  postings  earlier  this  month  about  Standing  Deer 
a 65-year-old  Native  political  prisoner,  being  in  the  hole  at  Huntsville, 


Texas . 

I spoke  today  to  Anna  Standing  Deer  Wilson.  She  said  that  Standing  Deer 
had  been  in  the  hole  for  15  days,  5 of  them  without  food  or  medicine.  They 
held  him  all  that  time  without  a charge. 

He  is  now  out  of  the  hole. 

Standing  Deer  is  a brother  who  has  spent  many  years  paying  for  his 
refusal  to  participate  in  a U.S.  government  conspiracy  to  murder  Leonard 
Peltier  at  Marion  USP.  He  has  been  a staunch  and  well-known  advocate  for 
the  rights  of  Native  and  all  prisoners. 

Standing  Deer  has  quite  a few  medical  problems.  Anna  asked  if  readers 
of  this  message  could  write  letters  to  prison  authorities  asking  that 
Standing  Deer  be  put  into  the  Geriatric  Unit  of  the  prison. 

Letters  should  be  sent  to: 

Warden  Figueroa 
Estelle  Unit 

Huntsville,  TX  77340  (telephone  409/291-4200,  fax  409/295-5407) 

Please  send  copies  of  any  letters  to: 

Robert  Vincent 
Medical  Director 
Estelle  Unit 
Huntsville,  TX  77340 

Dr.  Dickerson  [Standing  Deer's  physician] 

Estelle  Unit 
Huntsville,  TX  77340 

Wayne  Scott 
P.0.  Box  99 
Huntsville,  TX  77342 

Please  also  send  copies  of  letters  to 

Anna  Standing  Deer  Wilson 

P.0.  Box  690 

Mohegan  Lake,  NY  10547. 

Last,  but  certainly  not  least,  please  write  to  Standing  Deer  himself: 
Standing  Deer  (a/k/a  Robert  Wilson) 

#640289 
Estelle  Unit 
Huntsville,  TX  77340 

Thank  you  for  helping  to  get  this  information  out.  -Mahtowin  for  UAINE 

"RE : Leavenworth  Prisoners  Speak  Out"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Feb  1998  01:47:01  -0500 
From:  Lara  Johnson  <ljanklip@concentric.net> 

Sub j : Leavenworth  prisoners  speak  out  - Jericho  98 

UUCP  email 

CROSSPOSTED  TO  VARIOUS  LIST  - APOLOGIES  FOR  DUPLICATES 

JERICHO  98  THOUGHTS  FROM  POLITICAL  PRISONERS  IN  LEAVENWORTH 
by  Jaan  Laaman,  Tom  Manning,  Leonard  Peltier,  and  Luis  Rosa. 

JERICHO  98  --  As  many  people  already  know  and  we  hope  many  more  soon  will 
know,  is  the  nationwide  March  27th  rally  in  Washington  DC,  calling  for  the 
recognition  and  release  of  all  political  prisoners  in  America.  In  these 
remaining  weeks  before  the  rally,  we'd  like  to  make  a specific  appeal  to 
all  justice  and  freedom  loving  people  to  seriously  make  the,  acknowledge 
costly  and  significant,  effort  to  come  to  Washington  on  March  27. 

Here  are  some  of  the  principle  reasons  we  think  this  rally  is  so 
important.  By  important  we  mean  not  only  for  us,  the  political  prisoners, 
but  for  the  Freedom  Struggle  overall. 

1) . America's  political  prisoners  have  been  in  captivity  a long  long  time. 
The  approximately  200  political  prisoners,  and  the  fact  that  there  is  no 


complete  listing  of  political  prisoners  is  another  sign  of  the  lack  of 
significant  public  awareness  and  low  priority  that  many  otherwise 
progressive  and  revolutionary  organizations  give  to  this  issue,  have  all 
been  locked  up  for  12,  15,  20,  25  and  more  years.  Ruchell  Magee,  close 
comrade  of  long  ago  assassinated  author  and  revolutionary  George  lackson, 
has  been  in  prison  for  over  30  years!  Amerkcan  Indian  Movement  activist 
Leonard  Peltier  has  been  in  captivity  over  22  years.  The  15  Puerto  Rican 
indepentistas  have  been  behind  walls  for  18  years.  North  American  social 
justice  activist  Bill  Dunne  has  19  years  in  prison. 

Two  separate  International  Tribunals,  empaneled  under  the  authority  of 
universally  recognized  international  law  and  procedure,  have  heard  the 
specific  cases  of  over  100  American  political  prisoners  and  called  for  the 
U.S.  government  to  release  us.  The  "Special  International  Tribunal  On  The 
Violation  of  Human  Rights  of  Political  Prisoners  and  Prisoners  of  War  In 
United  States  Prisons  And  Dails,"  convened  and  heard  testimony  in  New  York 
City  in  December  1990.  The  "International  Tribunal  of  Indigenous  Peoples' 
And  Oppressed  Nationalities  In  The  USA,"  convened  and  heard  testimony  in 
San  Francisco  in  October  of  1992. 

From  Guatemala  to  Cuba  to  South  Africa  and  many  other  countries, 
political  prisoners  are  being  released  and  the  U.S.  government  has 
publicly  and  positively  commented  on  these  moves.  The  Truth  and 
Reconciliation  Commission  in  South  Africa  is  even  pardoning  the  confessed 
police  torturers  and  murderers  of  leaders  like  Steve  Biko.  Yet 
anti-apartheid  activists  in  the  U.S.  continue  to  languish  in  prison, 
unseen,  locked  down  and  with  no  foreseeable  release  dates  for  decades  to 
come. 

2) .  3ERICH0  98  is  especially  significant  because  it  is  the  first  national 
demonstration  in  support  of  political  prisoners  in  the  U.S.  in  modern 
history.  This  rally  has  the  potential  to  make  a major  political  impact  on 
the  government,  the  media,  the  public  and  even  the  international 
community.  The  larger  the  turnout,  the  more  the  impact. 

3) .  The  U.S.  government  pontificates  and  browbeats  countries  all  over  the 
world  about  political  prisoners.  Yet  within  its  own  madly  expanding  prison 
system,  the  U.S.  denies  the  very  existence  of  political  prisoners.  We  must 
and  can  call  the  government  to  account  for  this. 

4) .  The  reality  that  political  prisoners,  activists  and  freedom  fighters 
of  the  60' s,  70's,  and  80's,  have  been  locked  down  for  decades,  has  to 
weigh  heavily  on  the  minds  of  at  least  some  present  day  activists.  It's 
only  logical  for  people  to  speculate  and  worry  that  they  would  wind  up 
buried  and  perhaps  forgotten  in  prison,  for  their  activism. 

5) .  3ERICH0  98  will  aid  all  political  prisoners  held  by  the  U.S.  Some  more 
well  known  cases  like  Leonard  Peltier  or  the  Puerto  Rican  anti-colonial 
activists,  have  active  amnesty  petitions  in  front  of  Clinton.  Most  of  us 
don't  have  actual  petitions  or  the  public  campaigns  necessary  to  launch  an 
amnesty  effort,  but  the  3ERICH0  rally  will  benefit  us  all. 

6) .  We  are  women  and  men,  fathers,  mothers,  spouses,  children  of  aging 
parents,  some  of  whom  have  passed  in  our  years  of  captivity.  We  are  some 
of  the  people  who  opposed  colonialism  and  the  war  in  Vietnam,  fought  for 
justice,  equality,  human  and  economic  rights,  and  for  a peaceful  world. 
It's  time  to  recognize  our  existence  and  bring  us  back  to  our  families  and 
communities . 

Come  to  Washington  on  March  27  --  Help  blow  the  3ERICH0  horn  of  justice 
and  freedom. 

Feb  1998. 

Leavenworth  federal  prison. 

3aan  Karl  Laaman,  Ohio-7  political  prisoner  --  in 
captivity  since  1984 

Tom  Manning,  Ohio-7  political  prisoner  --  in  captivity 
since  1985 

Leonard  Peltier,  AIM  political  prisoner  --  in  captivity 
since  1976 

Luis  Rosa,  Puerto  Rican  POW  --  in  captivity  since  1981. 

+ + 

| >>  http://www.amandla.org  <<>>  ljohnson@amandla.org  << | 

+ + 


[ Masakhane  - South  African  'Nation  Building'  | 

[ OSEPP-Org'  for  Sensible  & Effective  Prison  Policy  | 
|GMPP3-Grassroots  Movements  Promoting  Peace  and  3ustice| 
+ + 


"RE : Ts'peten  Defender  Denied  Bail"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Feb  1998  01:38:50  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Ts'peten  Defender  03  Pitawanakwat  denied  Bail 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
PAROLE  FOR  GUSTAFSEN  POLITICAL  PRISONER  03  PITAWANAKWAT  DENIED 
The  BC  Parole  Board  hearing  has  rejected  Ts'peten  Defender  03 
Pitawanakwat ' s the  February  26th  application  for  parole.  In  turning  down 
the  accelerated  parole  request,  the  board  cited  insufficient  personal 
information  concerning  Mr.  Pitawanakwat.  However  it  noted  the  many  letters 
of  support  received  on  Mr.  Pitawanakwat ' s behalf  and  expressed  a "greater 
appreciation"  of  the  circumstances  surrounding  Gustafsen  Lake  as  a result. 

While  disappointed  in  the  hearings  results,  elder  Bill  Lightbown  of  the 
Ts'peten  Defence  Committee,  who  attended  the  hearing  and  was  permitted  to 
address  the  BC  board,  said  that  members  thanked  him  for  his  submissions. 

"I  think  they  learned  some  things  they  didn't  know  before,"  said 
Lightbown.  The  board  invited  Pitawanakwat  to  reapply  again  this  summer, 
when  it  would  reconsider  this  refusal. 

Write  to  03 : 

3ames  "03"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
c/o  Mission  Institution 

P.O.  Box  60,  Mission,  BC  V2V  4L8  Canada 
For  further  information: 

Elder  Bill  Lightbown 

Spokesperson  Ts'peten  Defence  Committee 
Phone/Fax:  (604)  251-4949  Vancouver 
or  visit: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE;  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Mar  98  08:00  -0500 
From:  3anet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

From  my  mailbag 

Date:  Sun,  01  Mar  1998  19:23:03  -0500 
From:  Meg  <patriot@pinehurst . net> 

Subject:  native  Prisoner 

Hi  3anet- 

I have  a friend  in  prison  that  needs  a penpal,  and  to  find  out 
about  his  family  history.  He  is  an  Oxendine,  and  a Tuscarora.  He  does 
not  have  access  to  a computer,  but  here  is  his  address. 


Micheal  A.  Oxendine 

15114-057 

PO  Box  2000 

Butner , NC  27509-2000. 

He  sure  would  appreciate  someone  to  talk  with. 

Thank  you, 

Meg 

Those  interested  in  Native  American  prisoners  seeking  pen  pals 
can  find  a full  listing  at  http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html. 
The  list  is  compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers, 
other  friends  and  from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American 
Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If  you  know  of  a Native  American  prisoner 
who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please  e-mail  lanet  Smith  at 
jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a 
home  on  the  web. 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know.  If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him 
anything,  particularly  ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the 
requested  items  are  not  contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious 
significance  that  are  ordinarily  banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by 
the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"01"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Feb  1998  09:21:37  -0500 

Sub j : HISTORY  - A HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO  - CARLISLE  - WEEK  43] 

From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 


who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


From  gars@netcom.com  Mon  Mar  16  23:42:10  1998 
Date:  Tue,  10  Mar  1998  19:30:04  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.011 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 0 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Flawaii  Nation  Info,  Big  Mountain,  Innu-L, 
Nat-Film  & Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
A INFOS  NEWS  SERVICE;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native; 
http://www.syracuse.com/news/content/local/0303FIREl.html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"As  a child,  I understood  how  to  give;  I have  forgotten  that  grace  since 
I became  civilized.  I lived  the  natural  life,  whereas  I now  live  the 
artificial.  Any  pretty  pebble  was  valuable  to  me  then,  every  growing 
tree  an  object  of  reverence. 

"Now  I worship  with  the  white  man  before  a painted  landscape  whose 
value  is  estimated  in  dollars!  Thus  the  Indian  is  reconstructed,  as 
the  natural  rocks  are  ground  to  a powder  and  made  into  artificial  blocks 
that  may  be  built  into  the  walls  of  modern  society." 

Charles  Alexander  Eastman  (Ohiyesa),  Santee  Sioux 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  <blkfoot4@3rivers.net>  is  going  to  put  out  a 
paper  called  the  PiKanii  Sun.  He  will  be  concentrating  on  news  and  events 
more  closely  related  to  the  Blackfoot,  Blood  and  Pikanii  of  the  USA  and 
Canada.  He  says,  "Our  stuff  will  be  from  the  traditional  perspective." 

I welcome  this  newsletter  and  thank  my  Piegan  relative  for  doing  this. 

I encourage  all  readers  who  are  interested  in  news  of  the  Blackfoot  People 
to  email  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief.  Send  him  your  support  and  ask  to  be 
added  to  his  subscriber  list. 

As  I stated  in  my  last  editorial  I often  include  both  sides  of  a 
discussion,  and  let  you  decide  where  the  truth  lies.  This  is  the  way  of 
our  councils,  and  it  is  the  way  of  this  newsletter. 

A great  sadness  fell  on  me  this  week  as  I read  of  the  troubles  in  the 
Onondaga  Nation.  I include  many  of  the  articles  in  this  issue.  There  is 
more  than  one  view  to  this  situation.  Look  at  all  sides  very  carefully. 
Then  pray  for  the  People  of  this  great  nation.  Maybe  it  is  time  for  the 
Onondaga  to  recall  the  Great  law  of  Peace  and  restore  balance.  It  is  not 
a thing  I must  decide. 

There  is  also  a rebuttal  to  3 . C.  York's  article  which  ran  in  the  last 
issue.  You  may  recall  he  wrote  with  some  concern  regarding  the  growth  of 
militant  views  he  was  seeing  expressed  in  Wotanging  Ikche.  Again,  consider 
all  sides  carefully.  However,  I do  ask  that  you  take  to  heart  this 
grandfather's  call  for  balance.  This  is  the  teaching  of  the  Corn  Mother 
we  must  not  set  aside. 

I am  now  honored  to  share  words  from  a Lakota  elder  I respect  deeply, 
speaking  of  those  who  stand  as  warriors  in  protection  of  our  buffalo 
relatives  at  Yellowstone: 

Date:  Sun,  8 Mar  1998  11:36:05  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  <rosalie@enetis . net> 

It  feel  like  my  heart's  been  torn  out,  not  only  by  the  continuing 
deaths  but  by  the  heroism  and  emotions  of  the  volunteers!  I deal  with  my 
own  grief  in  my  own  way,  but  to  see  so  much  pain  in  other  people,  I feel 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


so  helpless,  even  though  it  helps  them  to  feel  and  understand  this 
tragedy  at  a very  personal  level.  Comfort  is  in  demand.  I think  an  appeal 
for  words  of  encouragement  to  the  volunteers  would  go  a long  way.  They 
are  at  buffalo@wildrockies.org.  They  have  given  SOOOO  much  of  themselves, 
the  unsung  heroes.  I am  still  awed  by  their  commitment  and  sacrifices!!! 
They  need  to  be  honored  for  that. 


Thank  you  for  everything  you  do,  I th 
Rosalie 

(Watch  the  Today  Show  Thursday,  March 
Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30067, 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured 

- Standing  Rock  Suicide  Watch 

- Onondaga  Nation/Tax  Dispute 

- Onondaga/Smoke  Shop  Dispute 

- Onondaga  People  Don't  Cave  in  to 
Violence 

- Can  the  Onondaga  Have  it  Both  Ways 

- Onondaga  Nation  Closes  Illegal 
Smoke  Shops 

- Mohawk  Nation  News  on  Onondaga 

- Onondaga:  Torching  of  My  Nation 

- Blackfoot  Indian  Dustice  Now 

- Response  from  Glacier  Co. 

Attorney  Epstein 

- Suit  Vowed  in  1-81  Tax  Protest 

- Buffalo  Nations  Update 

- UN  Looks  at  Religious  Intolerance 

- Deaths  of  Native  Youth 

- Queretaro  Communique' 

- March  Zapatista  Communique 

- Attitude  and  Chiapas 


of  you  often. 

for  a feature  on  Buffalo  Nations) 

gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews .org 
U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 

in  this  issue  

- Ward  Valley  Update 

- Peace  Camp  at  Ward  Valley 

- Cayuga  Business  Thwarted 

- Innu  Leaders  Take  Common  Front 

- Innu  give  Bouchard  and  Tobin 
Surprise 

- BC  Minister  on  Gustafsen  Lake 

- Wal-Mart 

- Hawaii  Amended  Petition  Notice 

- Clothing  Drive 

- Reply  to  3.  C.  York  Letter 

- Gardening  Needs 

- Visions,  Realities  and  Guiding 
Principles 

- Ethnic  Stereotyping 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Little  Ones 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


RE:  Standing  Rock  Suicide  Watch 


Date:  Tue,  03  Mar  1998  11:31:38  -0500 
From:  "D.  English"  <denglish@roxy. sfo.com> 
Subj : Standing  Rock  Suicide  Watch 

UUCP  email 


Please  read  and  forward  the  following  article  to  all  concerned,Thank 
you . 

Subject:  Standing  Rock  --  For  widest  possible  dissemination 

Hello  I am  sending  you  this  post please  send  it  out  to  anyone  you 

feel  may  be  willing  to  help  in  any  way.  Currently  there  are  over  150 
children  on  Suicide  watch  at  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation.  Please  hear 
their  call  for  help.  Thank  you 

This  is  a call  to  all  people  of  consciousness.  The  Children  of  Standing 
Rock  Reservation,  in  South  Dakota,  need  your  help  now.  The  American 
Indian  Movement  is  looking  for  individuals  with  a degree  in  psychology 
or  related  fields  or  experienced  counselors  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the 
children  of  the  Standing  Rock  reservation.  The  work  would  be  volunteer 
work  only  at  this  time  until  funds  can  be  arranged.  However,  the  personal 
rewards  would  be  tenfold  for  helping  the  children.  We  would  do  our  best  to 
locate  housing  for  you  while  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

For  more  information  please  contact  : Vernon  Foster  at  AIMAZ@aol.com 
The  AIM  Youth  Councils  of  several  areas  are  now  working  to  put  together 
a "pen-pal"  program  with  the  young  people  of  Standing  Rock.  Indian  kids 
talking  to  other  Indian  kids  and  letting  them  know  that,  indeed,  there 


IS  hope. 

We  ask  you  to  hear  the  children's  call  for  help. 
In  Struggle, 

Vernon  Foster 

Southwest  Regional  Director 
American  Indian  Movement 


Contact  AIMAZ@aol.com  for  further  information  on  the  penpal  program... 

If  you  are  a counselor  with  Native  American  cultural  experience  please  contact 
Morning  Star  <mornstar@bellatlantic . net>  for  details 

"RE : Onondaga  Nation/Tax  Dispute"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Mar  1998  16:25:48  -0500 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <sonjakeo@pond . com> 

Subj : Onondaga  Nation  -Tax  dispute 

http://www.syracuse.com/news/content/local/0303FIREl.html 

Feud  Erupts  in  Flames  On  Onondaga  Nation 
Defiant  smoke  shops  are  confronted  and  destroyed. 

Published  March  3,  1998,  in  The  Post-Standard. 

Onondaga  Nation  members  look  through  remains  of  "Drive  Thru  Cigarettes"  on 
the  Onondaga  Nation  after  several  businesses  were  destroyed  because  of  tax 
dispute  over  sales. 

Photo  by  Dick  Blume  3/2/98 

By  MARY  MARGARET 
EARL  and  30HN  GRAU 

A band  of  Onondaga  Nation  clan  mothers,  chiefs  and  supporters  Monday 
destroyed  four  smoke  shops  operating  on  the  nation  in  defiance  of  its 
government . 

The  group  - estimated  from  30  to  more  than  100  people  - began  a march 
along  Route  11  at  10  a.m.,  visiting  each  shop  and  giving  operators  a final 
chance  to  shut  down  voluntarily,  said  Joseph  Fleath,  lawyer  for  the  council 
of  chiefs. 

Operators  of  two  shops  refused;  operators  of  at  least  one  other 
voluntarily  agreed  to  close.  The  council  supporters  wrecked  all  the 
buildings  to  discourage  business  owners  from  reopening  the  shops,  said  a 
chiefs'  supporter,  who  declined  to  give  his  name. 

Chief  Alson  Gibson  said  the  Council  of  Chiefs  approved  the  action,  at  the 
urging  of  Onondaga  Nation  people. 

"The  people  requested  the  chiefs  to  move,"  Gibson  said. 

The  band  of  government  supporters  knocked  over  buildings  with  a payloader, 
burned  them  or  both.  They  finished  about  2 p.m.  A roughly  half-mile  swath 
along  Route  11  looked  like  tornado  wreckage,  with  smoldering  or  battered 
heaps  where  shacks  and  trailers  once  stood.  Piles  of  partly  burnt  cigarette 
cartons  were  strewn  around  the  rubble. 

The  remaining  smoke  shop,  Freem's,  operates  with  the  approval  of  the 
chiefs,  and  was  not  damaged. 

The  Onondaga  County  Sheriff's  Department  gathered  a strike  force  that  was 
ready  to  move  onto  the  nation.  Deputies  remained  just  outside  the 
boundaries,  lighted  flares  and  kept  the  curious  away. 

Almost  12  hours  after  the  chiefs  destroyed  the  four  independent  smoke 
shops,  one  of  the  bulldozed  structures  went  up  in  flames. 

— see  complete  article  at  url  above 

"RE;  Onondaga/Smoke  Shop  Dispute"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Mar  1998  16:30:48  -0500 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <sonjakeo@pond . com> 

Subj : Onondaga  - Smoke  shop  dispute 

http : //www .Syracuse . com/news/ content /local/ 0303APNCFIRO . html 


Violence  Began  with  1993  Barricades 

The  focus  of  the  dispute  has  been  over  the  figures  and  profits  of  smoke 
shops . 

Published  March  3,  1998,  in  The  Post-Standard. 

By  DOHN  GRAU 

The  destruction  of  four  smoke  shops  on  the  Onondaga  Nation  Monday  was  the 
latest  episode  in  a saga  of  strife  that  has  torn  at  a society. 

The  framework  for  the  conflict  is  the  Onondagas'  status  as  a sovereign 
nation  and  its  bearing  on  commercial  sales,  which  are  exempt  from  taxes 
that  would  apply  to  goods  sold  elsewhere  in  the  state. 

Shops  selling  cigarettes  and  fuel,  which  are  heavily  taxed  elsewhere, 
have  been  particularly  lucrative.  The  chiefs  wants  to  open  businesses  to 
use  profits  for  the  welfare  of  the  nation  people. 

But  almost  since  1983,  when  the  Council  of  Chiefs  decided  to  permit 
cigarette  sales  on  the  nation,  there  have  been  disputes  between  the  council 
and  retailers  about  sales  figures,  profits  and  regulation  of  commerce  on 
the  reservation. 

Both  sides  would  say  they  were  using  profits  to  benefit  the  nation  and 
demand  an  accounting  for  those  profits  from  the  other.  Neither  side  would 
comply  with  the  other. 

see  complete  article  at  url  above 

"RE : Onondaga  People  Don't  Cave  in  to  Violence"  

Date:  Tue,  03  Mar  1998  17:24:31  -0500 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe.net> 

Subj : Onondaga  People  Don't  Cave  in  to  Violence  - Will  Reopen  Businesses 
Tomorrow 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

FROM:  The  Onondaga  People 
DATE:  March  3,  1998 

RE:  The  Destruction  of  the  People's  Businesses 

On  March  2,  1998  at  11:00  AM  a mob  of  people  arrived  at  the  Onondaga 
Nation  People's  businesses  and  demanded  they  close.  After  being 
refused.  Chief  Vincent  Dohnson  signaled  a bulldozer  to  proceed  to 
destroy  the  buildings.  People  were  still  inside  as  this  occurred,  a few 
barely  escaped  as  the  structures  collapsed.  Outside  the  frenzied  mob 
severely  beat  some  of  the  people  who  had  been  inside.  The  remains  of 
the  bulldozed  businesses,  as  well  as  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of 
tobacco  products  were  set  afire.  The  Onondaga  People's  monthly 
disbursements  were  stolen. 

In  the  Haudenosaunee  Gayanerekowa  (The  Great  Law)  the  rights  and  duties 
of  the  chiefs  are  described  as  follows: 

"The  Chiefs  of  the  Confederacy  of  the  Five  Nations  shall  be  mentors  for 
the  people  for  all  time.  Their  hearts  shall  be  full  of  peace  and  good 
will  and  their  minds  filled  with  the  yearning  for  the  welfare  of  the 
people  of  the  Confederacy.  Neither  anger  nor  fury  shall  find  lodging  in 
their  minds,  and  all  their  words  shall  be  marked  by  calm  deliberation." 
(Gayanerekowa,  Article  24) 

The  actions  displayed  yesterday  were  in  violation  of  our  People's  law 
as  well  as  a violation  of  basic  civil  rights. 

March  2nd  was  an  encore  performance  of  the  event  that  took  place  in 
1994  - the  burning  of  businesses  led  by  mob  rule.  This  time  the 
Onondaga  County  Sheriffs  stood  by  as  they  witnessed  malicious 
destruction  of  property,  attempted  homicide,  theft  and  arson  of  several 
Onondaga  People's  businesses.  All  this  was  done  in  the  name  of 
recognizing  internal  sovereignty.  In  this  particular  instance  our  right 
to  settle  our  disputes  required  whatever  means  were  necessary.  As 
stated  to  the  media  by  Sheriff  Kevin  Walsh  on  March  2,  "The  Chief's 
Council  were  merely  taking  care  of  business." 

The  fundamental  question  that  any  civilized  people  must  ask 
themselves:  in  the  heart  of  democracy,  where  can  criminal  acts  of 
arson,  attempted  homicide  and  sheer  terror  go  unchallenged  in  full  view 


of  state  and  local  police  agencies?  Why  are  the  country  officials 
selectively  enforcing  who  will  and  who  will  not  be  protected  and 
prosecuted? 

The  truth  here  is  that  the  Onondaga  People  will  never  submit  to  the 
acts  of  extortion  and  betrayal  of  the  Great  Law.  There  shall  be  no 
taxes  or  jurisdiction  placed  on  the  Haudenosaunee.  Although  this  act  of 
violence  was  discouraging,  it  will  not  quell  the  spirit  of  the  knowledge 
of  our  rights  as  Onondaga  People. 

The  Onondaga  People 
315-638-4355  (235)  Eloise 
315-638-8421  (Fax) 

Email  egior@aol.com 

Note:  "They  may  have  burnt  our  buildings  and  our  merchandise,  and  beat 
us  up.  But  they  have  not  dampened  our  spirits.  We  are  opening  our 
businesses  again  tomorrow,  right  next  to  the  People's  Fire  off  Route  81 
(near  Syracuse  New  York),  the  scene  of  a vicious  attack  on  the  People  by 
the  New  York  State  Troopers  on  May  18th  1997. 

"RE : Can  the  Onondaga  Flave  it  Both  Ways"  

Date:  Wed,  04  Mar  1998  13:19:06  -0700 
From:  Nathan  Cole  <ColeNa@slcc . edu> 

Subj : URGENT  PRESS  RELEASE  UPDATE  - Human  Rights  Violations  New  York 
State  Does  Not  Acknowledge  -Reply 

UUCP  email 

I have  some  questions  regarding  this  latest  issue: 

How  can  the  Onondaga  Nation  expect  to  have  it  both  ways?  You  say 
that  New  York  State  "is  using  sovereignty  as  an  excuse  not  to  do 
anything  about  human  rights  violations  on  the  Onondaga  Territory,"  and 
seem  surprised  at  this.  In  an  international  parallel,  the  USA  doesn't  send 
troops  to  Bosnia,  etc.  without  an  invitation  or  request  being  issued  by  at 
least  one  political  group  in  that  nation.  So  why  should  New  York  State 
intervene  without  being  invited  to  do  so  by  some  recognized  political 
entity  living  within  the  sovereign  territory? 

To  look  at  it  another  way,  lots  of  countries  are  killing  their  own 
citizens  (see  the  China,  the  Sudan,  Iraq,  Northern  Ireland,  etc)  due  to 
some  faction  being  in  power,  or  by  the  existing  government  of  that  country 
refusing  to  settle  disputes  between  factions.  The  USA  knows  of  these 
violations  of  the  right  to  life,  but  does  not  intervene  in  the  affairs  of 
another  sovereign  nation  because  they  respect  that  sovereignty. 

You  may  argue  that  this  situation  is  different  because  the  sovereign 
nation  is  within  the  borders  of  the  New  York  or  USA  lands  and  can  be 
more  readily  seen.  However,  that  still  doesn't  change  the  status  and 
enforcement  of  that  sovereign  nation.  They  would  still  need  to  be  invited 
in  to  help  provide  a solution  to  the  problem  (in  this  case,  they'd  be  asked 
to  provide  protection,  much  like  U.N.  peace-keeping  forces). 

Above  all  of  this  discussion  is  my  main  question  of:  why  aren't  the 
people  of  Onondaga  more  self-governing,  and  therefore  able  to  provide 
for  their  own  protection  and  resolutions  of  conflict?  At  the  risk  of 
sounding  naive,  why  is  this  conflict  occurring?  Is  it  due  to  greed?  The 
haves  vs.  have-nots?  Are  people  espousing  a certain  code  of  life 
(honor,  respect,  being  willing  to  reconcile  with  one  another  privately  and 
publicly),  but  acting  out  another  (hiding  their  shame,  offenses,  bullying 
others  to  concede  to  their  wishes)?  Is  this  why  we  would  need  outside 
arbitrators  and  enforcement  of  native  laws? 

On  an  even  more  sinister  note,  you  ask  if  "State  of  New  York  and  the 
Onondaga  Council  of  Chiefs  headed  by  Oren  Lyons  is  playing  a political 
wargame  with  Onondaga  Nation  Citizens  as  their  pawns."  I hope  you 
are  wrong,  but  I see  too  many  historical  precedents  for  this.  If  the  chiefs 
are  playing  this  type  of  political  chess,  they  are  destined  to  lose  for  a 
nation  divided  against  itself  is  destined  to  fall.  For  the  State  of  New 
York,  it  would  be  a win-win  situation,  for  if  they  can  use  intervention  as 
a foothold  onto  the  reserve,  they  manage  a win.  If  the  Nation  destroys 


itself  through  internal  squabbling  and  worse.  New  York  wins  again,  for 
then  they  can  argue  that  you  are  not  a people  who  can  self -govern. 

This  line  of  reasoning,  if  applied  in  other  Native-US  relationships,  could 
be  extrapolated  into  arguing  for  the  Fed  or  State  governments  regaining 
control  or  regulation  of  reservation  peoples,  and  the  applications  of 
sovereignty  would  be  weakened  if  not  eradicated.  In  short,  reserves 
would  go  back  to  being  wards  of  the  government,  and  probably  again,  in 
that  status,  be  regarded  as  the  most  recalcitrant  of  its  governmental 
step-children . 

In  a more  direct  commentary  on  your  situation,  if  Oren  Lyons  is 
mistakenly  recognized  as  a duly  elected  chief,  why  is  this  so?  Why 
aren't  outside  authorities  really  aware  of  this?  Is  he  one  (of  several?) 
bad  apples  spoiling  the  whole  barrel?  I do  not  condone  the  bulldozing  of 
other  people's  properties,  beating  people,  etc.  I must  also  ask  what  the 
possible  motivations  are  for  him  and  his  company  of  clan  mothers,  etc. 
taking  this  action.  You  seemed  to  imply  that  he  had  taken  monies  (graft? 
or  payoffs?)  from  some  people,  and  is  bulldozing  some  of  those  same 
people  in  order  to  cover  his  guilt.  Or  is  this  supposed  to  be  a reaction 
towards  people  he  and  others  feel  are  being  unlawful  in  their 
businesses,  or  who  he  feels  are  promoting  businesses  which  bring 
criminal  activities  to  the  reserve? 

Having  only  one  side  of  the  issue  presented  makes  it  impossible  to  come 
to  some  conclusion  regarding  which  side  is  just.  However,  if  he  is  not 
an  authorized  chief,  is  violating  civil  rights  or  tribal  laws,  and  all  of 
this  can  be  proven  via  video  tape,  can  these  facts  be  shown  to  a wider 
audience? 

Respectfully  yours, 

"Goodleaf"  of  the  Awkwesasne  Mohawks 

"RE : Onondaga  Nation  Closes  Illegal  Smoke  Shops"  

From:  mfadden@slic.com 

Date:  Fri,  6 Mar  1998  15:30:24  -0500  (EST) 

Subj : Onondaga  Nation  Closes  Illegal  Smoke  Shops 

UUCP  email 
Press  Release 

Onondaga  Nation  - Hemlock  Road  - Box  319  B via  Nedrow,  NY  13120 
Printed  in:  Indian  Time,  Volume  16  #6,  March  6,  1998 
Onondaga  Nation  Closes  Illegal  Smoke  Shops 

ONONDAGA  NATION  (March  2,  1998)--  The  people  of  the  Onondaga  Nation  closed 
four  illegal  businesses  today.  The  four  shops  never  had  a license  to  open 
which  is  the  law  on  the  Nation.  The  rules  and  regulations  passed  into  law 
by  the  Council  of  Chiefs  in  1991,  were  written  by  the  clans.  The  rules  and 
regulations  are  to  control  trade  and  commerce  on  the  Nation. 

The  illegal  Smoke  shops  opened  last  November.  The  Council  of  Chiefs  and 
people  met  and  sent  runners  with  written  letters  asking  them  to  close. 

Their  over  all  reply  was  no.  The  Council  and  people  still  hoped  to  solve  it 
diplomatically  but  received  no  positive  results.  This  left  the  Nation  and 
its  People  with  no  other  option  but  to  personally  close  them. 

The  toppling  of  the  Niagara  Mohawk  power  lines  was  the  event  that  clearly 
indicated  that  the  people  responsible  for  this  act  of  terrorism  were  beyond 
reason.  Therefore,  the  Onondaga  Nation  acted  upon  its  law  and  closed  them 
down.  The  men  and  women  moved  in  unarmed  to  meet  any  resistance.  Several 
loaded  weapons  were  confiscated.  Never-the-less,  the  people  disarmed  them 
and  the  closures  were  effected  without  serious  injury  to  anyone. 

Since  the  illegal  smoke  shops  opened  last  November,  there  have  been  a 
number  of  mysterious  happenings  on  our  Nation.  There  was  a fire  at  what  we 
call  the  guard  shack,  at  about  the  same  time  there  were  some  tires  set  on 
fire  in  the  driveway  of  one  of  our  Chiefs. 

The  People  of  the  Nation  hope  this  brings  an  end  to  this  type  of 
unregulated  business  to  our  community.  The  smoke  shop  formerly  known  as 
Freem's  has  also  been  closed.  This  shop  will  re-open  and  will  be  the  only 


legal  Nation  owned  and  operated  smoke  shop  on  our  territory. 

Onondaga  Nation 

Communications  Liaison,  Chiefs  and  Clanmothers 

"RE : Mohawk  Nation  News  on  Onondaga"  - 

Date:  Tue,  3 Mar  1998  21:43:46  -0500 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe.net> 

Subj : Forward  from  MNN  - Re:  Onondaga 

UUCP  email 

OREN  LYONS  AND  HIS  ONONDAGA  FOLLOWERS  TO 
DEMOLISH  HOMES  OF  SUPPORTERS  OF  BUSINESSES 

MNN  Mohawk  Nation  News.  3-Mar-98.  Today  Beulah  Powliss  was  informed  by 
Ramona  Shenandoah  that  Oren  Lyons  and  his  supporters  are  going  to  level  the 
homes  of  Onondaga  people  who  support  the  running  of  independent  smoke  shop 
businesses.  "They  are  in  a panic",  Beulah  Powliss  said.  "We  don't  know 
what  to  do.  We  need  help!" 

The  following  are  quotes  from  Onondaga  residents  who  are  in  a state  of 
panic  as  they  watch  this  threat  unfold  in  front  of  their  homes:  "I  just 
got  a phone  call  that  they  have  a big  payloader,  claw,  bulldozer  and  other 
big  machinery  at  the  Fire  Hall.  Mona  Shenandoah  called  and  heard  that  they 
will  go  door  to  door  to  the  homes  of  the  smoke  shop  owners  and  their 
supporters  to  physically  remove  the  men,  women  and  children  from  their 
homes  and  bulldoze  the  houses  to  the  ground". 

Yesterday  at  11:00  a.m.  Oren  Lyons  and  his  goons  burnt  and  leveled  four 
businesses  and  stole  thousands  of  dollars  which  were  to  be  disbursed  to 
the  people.  "People  were  still  inside  as  this  occurred,  a few  barely 
escaped  as  the  buildings  collapsed".  This  is  reminiscent  of  the  event  in 
1994  when  Oren  Lyons  lead  a mob  which  burnt  several  businesses  and  banished 
their  owners  from  the  territory.  The  owners  had  previously  asked  for  an 
accounting  of  the  monies  that  they  had  been  giving  him  over  the  past  years. 

Yesterday,  once  again,  the  Onondaga  County  Sheriffs  stood  by  as  they 
witnessed  this  same  malicious  destruction  of  property  which  almost  killed  a 
woman.  Today  Onondaga  County  Sheriff  Kevin  Walsh  said,  "The  Chief's 
Council  were  merely  taking  care  of  business." 

The  Onondaga  people  are  asking  for  worldwide  attention  to  stop  these  human 
rights  violations  and  to  condemn  Oren  Lyons  and  his  supporters  for 
violating  their  right  to  self-employment.  This  is  not  an  internal  matter, 
it  is  an  international  human  rights  issue.  It  has  been  stated  over  and 
over  again  by  people  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  that  Oren  Lyons  is  not  a 
legitimate  chief  and  despite  efforts  to  educate  the  public  of  this  fact, 
he  continues  to  be  supported  by  the  state  and  federal  authorities. 

"The  people  of  the  Haudenosaunee  of  the  Confederacy  have  stated  that  it 
is  time  that  Oren  Lyons  be  put  on  trial  by  the  Iroquois  people  for  treason, 
war  crimes,  attempted  murder,  murder,  putting  people  in  jails  and 
organizing  the  beatings  of  his  people  by  his  supporters  and  the  police.  He 
is  being  officially  protected  by  them  to  carry  out  this  terrorism  and 
genocide  of  his  own  people". 

All  people  who  are  fearful  that  their  homes  might  be  destroyed  are  calling 
the  Onondaga  Sheriff's  Department,  New  York  State  Police,  New  York  State 
Governor  George  Pataki,  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and  even 
the  FBI  and  President  Bill  Clinton,  to  demand  that  protection  be  provided. 
These  numbers  can  be  obtained  at  the  following  contacts: 

Contact  Fax:  315-492-9556 

Contact  Phone:  315-492-3882 
Contact  E-mail:  egior@aol.com 

"RE;  Onondaga:  Torching  of  My  Nation"  — 

Date:  Mon,  9 Mar  1998  18:22:02  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Dohn  Shafer  <wy430@victoria.tc.ca> 

Subj:  "TORCHING  OF  MY  NATION"  ONONDAGA  (fwd) 


FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

MNN  forwards  this  letter  which  is  written  with  heartfelt  respect  by 
Paula  Hemlock  of  the  Snipe  Clan  of  the  Onondaga  Nation  and  speaks  for 
itself. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
Eastern  Door 
Kahnawake  Nation 

Dear  Editor: 

Words,  thoughts  and  concerns  I express  are  my  own.  My  oratory  ramblings 
are  armament  nor  apologia  for  no  one  individual,  faction,  cult, 
anti-or-pro  gaming  group,  band  council,  or  longhouse  (padlocked  or 
not) . My  heart  and  colonized  mind  struggles  to  comprehend  the  madness 
surrounding  the  "Torching  of  My  Nation". 

The  smoke  rising  from  the  smoldering  embers  and  charred  remains 
representing  the  end  of  "illegal  business"  in  the  good  minds  and  hearts 
of  those  carrying  out  the  mandates  of  the  Great  Binding  Peace  lays  like 
a cloud  of  lazy  innocence  over  the  hills  of  the  Onondaga  Nation.  The 
charred  embers  are  residuals  of  a courageous  victory,  a triumphant 
conquest,  the  strengthening  of  the  Longhouse  supremacy,  and  coercive 
subjugation  at  it's  very  finest,  skillfully  planned  and  executed  by 
Chiefs,  Clan  Mothers,  and  People  of  the  Onondaga  Nation. 

The  Onondaga's  stand  tall  as  the  victory  is  completed  without  the  aid  of 
"outside"  forces.  As  fate  would  have  it,  there  are  always  exceptions  to 
the  rules.  Exception  to  the  preeminence  was  the  presence  of  Nation 
spokesman  and  lawyer,  Joseph  Heath,  Esquire.  Heath,  who  is  sworn  to  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  uphold  and  protect  the  laws  of  the  US  government 
as  licensed  by  the  NYS  Bar  Association,  is  also  commissioned  by  the 
State  of  NY,  Town  of  Onondaga  as  evidenced  by  his  notary  public  seal. 
Acceptance  of  his  presence  and  legal  instruments  abrogates  all  Indian 
Treaties  and  firmly  establishes  plenary  powers  and  right  of  indenture 
upon  our  People.  Oren  Lyons'  endorsement  of  this  type  of  diplomacy  gave 
me  an  idea.  I turned  to  Lyons  for  answers  via  his  book,  "Exiled  In  The 
Land  Of  The  Free" . 

My  qualms  regarding  diplomacy  versus  violence  and  vigilantism  Lyons 
writes,  "the  central  story  recounts  his  (The  Peacemaker)  relentless 
efforts  to  persuade  men  who  had  been  dedicated  to  a life  of  revenge  and 
blood  feuds  to  abandon  that  path  and  to  bring  peace  to  the  land.  The 
Maker  of  Life  could  not  have  intended  that  humans  would  kill  one  another 
and  that  violence,  especially  organized  violence,  must  be  contradictory 
to  the  purposes  of  life.  The  true  purpose  of  human  political 
organizations  must  be  to  oppose  violence.  The  Peacemaker  proposed  that 
a council  be  formed  to  provide  a forum  in  which  violence  would 
henceforth  be  replaced  with  thinking,  and  disputes  would  be  settled  with 
words . " 

My  qualms  regarding  democracy  versus  totalitarianism  arise  from  the 
Council's  decision  to  abolish  controlled,  licensed,  free  enterprise  by 
embracing  socialistic  economic  principles  by  enacting  sole  authoritarian 
entrepreneurship  Lyons  writes,  "Among  the  Haudenosaunee  participatory 
democracy  meant  that  on  some  level  every  individual  had  a right  to  voice 
an  opinion  and  to  agree  or  disagree  on  actions  to  be  taken.  Because  the 
Confederacy  was  organized  to  meet  external  threats  and  not  an  organ  of 
internal  control,  it  had  no  organs  of  repression.  In  fact,  the 
Confederacy  Council  had  no  coercive  power  whatever  over  its  people. 

This  meant  that  communities  were  free  to  disagree  with  the  decisions  of 
the  Confederacy  Council,  especially  on  trade  issues." 

My  qualms  regarding  loyalty  and  commitment  to  the  Confederacy  versus 
allegiance  to  "outside"  forces  were  heightened  when  a condoled  Chief  of 
the  Onondagas  quelled  fears.  He  recited  the  list  of  support  which  did 
not  include  our  brothers  or  sisters  of  the  Mohawks,  Senecas,  Cayugas, 
Oneidas  nor  Tuscaroras,  rather  assurances  that  sheriffs  and  troopers 
are  on  standby  from  Nedrow  to  Albany.  Disturbing  patterns  evolve  when 
events  of  the  past  are  reviewed.  The  Council  proudly  proclaims  "it  was 
the  decision  of  the  Onondaga  People"  whenever  violence  is  involved. 


Unfortunately,  negotiations  with  state  and  federal  officials  behind 
closed  doors  regarding  the  People's  sovereignty,  jurisdiction,  taxation, 
rights  of  indenture,  and  plenary  powers  apparently  are  not  worthy  of  the 
respect  and  integrity  of  the  People  and  our  collective  and  inherent 
rights . 

Families  of  the  businesses  must  also  step  back  and  examine  their 
behavior  and  actions.  Taking  a stand  for  accountability,  honesty, 
fairness,  and  sovereignty  does  not  exempt  or  excuse  anyone  from 
following  the  code  of  moral  conduct.  The  Great  Law  of  Peace.  Protests 
and  cries  against  injustices  and  oppression  must  be  executed  and 
negotiated  with  the  same  amount  of  respect  and  humility  that  is 
solicited.  It  does  not  take  a hero  to  die.  It  takes  a hero  to  live  in 
peace. 

As  mother  and  grandmother,  I refuse  to  have  my  name  included  as  an 
accessory  or  proponent  of  the  Torching  of  My  Nation.  I refuse  to  stand 
in  defense  of  the  actions  taken  by  leaders  and  role  models  of  my 
Nation.  I refuse  to  stand  in  defense  of  the  continued  arguing  and 
ugliness  and  continuance  of  divisive  factors  played  out  by  each  and 
everyone  of  us  in  this  Nation  whether  we  are  active  participants  or 
silent  observers.  I refuse  to  let  my  children  believe  that  diplomacy 
replaced  with  violence,  pillaging  and  burning,  regardless  of  all  the 
rights  or  wrongs  committed  by  either  side,  is  acceptable  behavior.  I 
refuse  to  admit  that  the  Confederacy  is  dead,  for  when  a Nation  cannot 
secure  a peaceful  resolution  with  the  consensus  of  the  People,  the 
discord  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Confederacy  Council  for 
unbiased  resolve.  I refuse  to  believe  that  my  vision  for  our  children, 
the  future  of  Onondaga,  the  coming  together  of  the  Confederacy,  the 
Seven  Generations,  upon  whose  faces  we  tread  - went  up  in  smoke  - the 
day  my  Nation  was  torched. 

I remain  committed  to  my  belief  that  apathy,  hopelessness,  conflict  of 
interest,  nepotism,  and  corruption  will  not  survive  the  honesty  and 
integrity  of  proud  and  righteous  Onondagas.  I remain  dedicated  to 
compassion  and  thoughtfulness  so  we  may  become  the  owners  of  humanity, 
humility,  peace,  faith,  hope.  My  vision  is  for  autonomous  sovereignty 
procured  upon  the  backs  of  all  Onondagas  as  one,  tenaciously  entwined  in 
unity,  harmony,  humbleness,  honesty,  integrity,  virtue,  respect  and 
unruffled  peace  in  a circle  escorted  by  our  moral  code  of  conduct.  The 
Great  Binding  Peace,  and  guided  by  an  honest,  entrusted,  and  fair 
governance  committed  to  ensuring  and  protecting  Nation  freedoms. 
Confederacy  freedoms,  individual  freedoms,  peace  and  harmony  conceived 
from  the  "will  of  the  People"  through  our  Clans,  without  outside 
intervention  and  heterodoxy,  in  order  that  we  Onondaga's  may  be  a 
healthy,  proud,  prosperous,  productive,  flourishing,  and  peaceful 
society,  presently,  and  for  generations  to  come. 

Written  with  heartfelt  respect, 

Paul  Hemlock 
Snipe  Clan 
Onondaga  Nation 

"RE : Blackfoot  Indian  Justice  Now"  

Date:  Wed.,  25  Feb  1998  06:21:39  -0700 

From:  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  <blkfoot4@3rivers . net> 

Subj : Blackfoot  Indian  Justice  Now. 

UUCP  email 

There  is  a big  storm  of  Indian  protesters  going  to  Kalispell,  Montana 
this  day.  Many  Blackfeet  Indians  have  left  their  homes  to  give  Senator 
Conrad  Burns  (R)  of  Montana  their  written  and  oral  testimony  against  a 
Burns  bill  in  Congress  that  would  prevent  Indian  tribes  from  having  any 
jurisdiction  over  whites  on  Indian  reservations.  Supposedly  Indians  are 
not  capable  of  giving  whites  equal  justice  according  to  Burns  and  his 
followers.  It  is  suspected  that  Burns,  by  virtue  of  his  anti-Indian 
rhetoric,  has  ties  to  the  white  racist  movement  in  Montana. 


It  is  my  serious  opinion  that  Senator  Burns  has  set  the  stage  for  a race 
war  in  Montana.  I am  joined  in  this  assessment  by  Mr.  Paul  Tuss,  who  is 
the  Director  of  the  Glacier  Action  and  Involvement  Now  (GAIN)  office  in 
Cut  Bank,  Montana.  Mr  Tuss  is  one  of  those  whose  official  capacity  is  to 
work  with  the  Indian  and  white  communities  of  Browning  (within  the 
Blackfoot  Nation)  and  Cut  Bank,  Montana  (outside  the  Nation)  in  Glacier 
County.  The  overwhelming  majority  of  Glacier  County  citizens  are  Indians 
as  is  the  land  base  that  makes  up  Glacier  County.  Another  part  of 
Blackfoot  Country,  Pondera  County,  was  also  created  by  the  State 
Legislature  in  1919,  and  part  of  it  lies  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
Blackfoot  Nation. 

I have  a letter  in  hand  dated  February  24,  1998  from  a Mr.  Wyman 
McDonald,  a member  of  the  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  of 
Montana,  and  who  is  the  states  Coordinator  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the 
Montana  Governor's  office  that  confirms  my  research  findings. 

Mr.  McDonald  confirmed  my  research  finding  that  the  counties  of  Glacier 
and  Pondera,  lying  within  the  Blackfeet  Reservation,  were  created  by  the 
State  of  Montana  without  the  consent  of  the  Tribe  back  in  1919.  Blackfeet 
tribal  members  were  not  citizens  of  the  United  States  until  1924,  which 
means  the  State  of  Montana  acted  fraudulently  in  creating  counties  in  our 
Nation  without  our  ancestors  consent.  Indeed,  there  is  no  record  of  such 
consent  in  the  archives  of  the  State  of  Montana  or  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

In  his  response  dated  Tuesday,  February  24,  1998,  McDonald  says  in  the 
letter  to  me,  "I  do  wish  to  apologize  for  the  long  delay  in  replying  to 
your  letters  of  December  18,  1997,  and  February  3,  1998.  However,  the 
delay  resulted  form  trying  to  to  find  any  information  that  might  be 
helpful  to  you.  As  of  this  time,  I have  been  unable  to  find  anything  that 
relates  to  the  questions  you  have  asked.  In  other  words,  I believe  it  is 
probably  the  case  that  the  State  never  requested  permission  of  the 
involved  Tribes,  and,  consequently,  more  than  likely  that  permission  of 
the  Tribes  was  never  given,  just  as  I agreed  in  my  telephone  message  to 
you,  and  as  you  earlier  so  advised  me.  Please  be  advised  , though,  that  I 
am  still  researching  the  questions,  and  will  pass  on  to  you  whatever  I am 
able  to  find." 

The  questions  Mr.  McDonald  refers  to  were  mine,  stated  as  follows: 

1. )  Did  the  State  of  Montana  get  the  permission  of  the  Confederated  Salish 
and  Kootenai  Tribes  in  the  Creation  of  the  counties  withing  its  borders?  I 
believe  they  are  Missoula,  Lake,  Flathead  and  Mineral  Counties. 

2. )  Did  the  State  of  Montana,  specifically  the  Legislature,  get  the  consent 
of  the  Blackfeet  Tribe  in  creating  Glacier  and  Pondera  Counties  within  its 
borders  in  1919?  Obviously  his  answer  is  no. 

It  must  also  be  noted  that  Yellowstone  County  was  created  by  the  State 
of  Montana  legislature  at  a much  earlier  date.  1896  to  be  exact.  I know 
this  because  this  fact  was  confirmed  by  the  Montana  Legislative  Council 
director  in  a letter  to  me.  In  the  summer  of  1996  I gave  a copy  of  that 
letter  to  then  United  States  congressional  candidate  William  "Bill"  Yellow 
Tail.  The  facts  will  no  doubt  reveal  that  other  Montana  counties  within 
the  borders  of  the  Indian  Nations  within  the  State  of  Montana  were  also 
created  without  the  consent  of  the  tribes  involved. 

In  order  to  further  prove  my  findings  with  regard  to  Glacier  County  I 
visited  with  Mr.  John  P.  Moore,  former  Glacier  County  Attorney  in  Cut  Bank 
today  (February  25,  1998).  Mr.  Moore  acknowledged  that  it  was  indeed  a 
fact  that  "Glacier  County  was  created  by  whitemen  playing  God".  He 
described  my  findings  as  be  "the  opening  a real  can  of  worms"  and  my 
research  being  the  case  of  finding  the  "sticky  wickett". 

My  brothers  and  sisters  in  blood  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation,  I ask  you  to 
send  these  research  findings  on  to  all  of  our  friends  and  relatives  around 
the  world.  Let  us  help  each  other  teach  the  truth  of  how  the  whiteman 
continues  to  attempt  our  genocide  through  a corrupt  political  system. 

Tell  them  to  send  this  far  and  wide  as  well.  Tell  them  we  natives  are 
reluctant  to  step  down  to  the  peculiar  equality  of  our  corrupt  white 
brothers  and  sisters. 

Tell  our  relatives  and  friends  we  have  a solution  to  the  fraudulent 
accusations  of  Burns  and  the  other  white  racists.  Tell  them  the  United 


States  Government  spent  millions  and  millions  of  our  tax  money  trying  to 
get  us  to  leave  our  remaining  homeland  forever.  This  occurred  when  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  enacted  the  Indian  Relocation  Act.  This  was 
the  program  which  was  carried  out  in  the  1950' s,  60's  and  70"s.  This  was 
the  Whiteman's  racist  law  that  tried  to  "relocate"  us  to  the  major  cities 
of  the  United  States  with  the  sole  intent  of  removing  us  from  our 
remaining  homeland. 

Now  is  the  time  for  Conrad  Burn's  and  his  like  minded  minions  to  sponsor 
a "WHITE  MANS  RELOCATION  ACT  for  the  New  Millennium  2000" , in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  and  Montana  legislature.  This  new  law  move  the 
racist,  bigoted  and  money  greedy  whites  from  among  us.  Since  the  State  of 
Montana  created  the  problem  let  it  pay  the  whites  for  the  land  they  were 
fraudulently  sold  within  our  Nations  borders  by  their  scheming  and  self 
serving  ancestors  at  a time  when  we  were  ignorant  of  their  motives  because 
we  did  not  understand  their  language. 

Now  we  speak,  read,  and  write  their  language  and  we  know  how  to 
research.  We  have  found  their  crooked  records  and  we  find  them  full  of 
lies  and  deceit.  We  find  that  they  do  not  even  believe  their  own  Christian 
admonitions  written  into  their  Bible: 

THOU  SHALT  NOT  STEAL  ! ! 

THOU  SHALT  NOT  BEAR  FALSE  WITNESS  AGAINST  THY  NEIGHBOR!! 

THOU  SHALT  NOT  COVET  THY  NEIGHBOR'S  HOUSE,  THOU  SHALT  NOT  COVET 
THY  NEIGHBORS  WIFE,  NOR  HIS  MANSERVANT,  NOR  HIS  MAIDSERVANT,  NOR  HIS  OX, 

NOR  HIS  ASS,  NOR  ANY  THING  THAT  IS  THY  NEIGHBORS  ! ! 

I am  true  to  the  Indian  tradition.  I am  willing  to  share.  And,  I shall 
not  cry  over  a share  of  the  tax  money  it  takes  to  move  the  backbiters 
out  of  our  Nation. 

In  passing  this  on  to  everyone,  be  sure  to  remind  our  white  brothers 
and  sisters  we  only  seek  justice  for  our  people.  Tell  them  that  they  should 
not  break  another  commandment  of  theirs:  THOU  SHALT  NOT  KILL.  This  has  been 
the  usual  reaction  and  tactic  used  by  the  evil  one's  who  have  perverted 
Christianity  in  their  peculiar  practice  of  body,  spirit  and  mind  control. 

"RE : Response  from  Glacier  Co.  Attorney  Epstein"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Mar  1998  08:34:36  -0700 

From:  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  <blkfoot4@3rivers . net> 

Subj : Response  from  Glacier  Co.  Attorney  Epstein 

UUCP  email 

I got  a letter  from  the  Glacier  County  Attorney,  Larry  D.  Epstein  dated 
February  27,  1998  that  says: 

"It  is  my  understanding  that  you  dropped  by  your  letter  of  inquiry  dated 
December  18,  1997,  at  my  office  on  the  25th  of  February,  1998.' 

Counties  were  created  in  Montana  as  a result  of  legislative  action.  You 
letter  and  the  question  presented  in  paragraph  2 assumes  that  the  State 
of  montana  required  permission  in  order  to  create  counties  within  it 
boundaries.  I don't  believe  that  is  the  legal  case.  Originally,  in  1' 889 
counties  were  created.  The  area  you  and  I now  live  in  was  in  Teton  County. 
As  you  correctly  note  in  your  letter  in  1919,  the  State  legislature 
approved  the  creation  of  several  counties  from  Teton.  These  included 
Glacier  and  Pondera  Counties.  The  direct  answer  to  your  question,  no,  the 
State  did  not  obtain  consent  of  the  Blackfeet  Tribe  to  create  Glacier  and 
Pondera  Counties.  ’ 

Trusting  this  answers  your  inquiry,  I remain. 

Sincerely, 

Larry  D.  Epstein" 

March  3,  1998 

Oki  Niksokowa  (Hello,  Greetings  My  Relative): 

I am  sending  this  letter  to  you  without  comment  at  this  time.  While 
there  are  obvious  flaws  in  Larry's  reasoning  I want  you  to  enjoy  the 
logic  of  the  ethnocentric  mind,  and,  allow  you  to  come  to  your  own 
conclusions  and  send  me  your  response  as  I am  definitely  putting  together 


a record  of  this  continuing  historical  story. 
- Long  Standing  Bear  Chief 


"RE : Suit  Vowed  in  1-81  Tax  Protest"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Mar  1998  16:26:07  -0500 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <sonjakeo@pond.com> 

Subj : Onondaga  Nation  - Suit  Vowed  in  1-81  Tax  Protest 

http : //www .Syracuse . com/news/ content /local/ 0303APNSUIT . html 

Suit  Vowed  in  1-81  Tax  Protest 

Onondaga  indians  accuse  police  of  using  excessive  force  on  a peaceful 
demonstration . 

Published  March  3,  1998,  in  The  Post-Standard. 

By  DOHN  O'BRIEN 

About  80  Native  Americans  plan  to  sue  state  troopers  and  Onondaga  County 
sheriff's  deputies  over  the  handling  of  a tax  protest  last  year  on  the 
highway  running  through  the  Onondaga  Nation. 

Lawyers  for  the  Indians  said  they  will  file  a lawsuit  today  in  U.S. 
District  Court  accusing  police  of  using  excessive  force  to  break  up  a 
peaceful  demonstration  May  18. 

Elkan  Abramowitz,  the  Indians'  New  York  City  lawyer,  will  discuss  the 
lawsuit  at  a news  conference  this  morning  in  Syracuse. 

The  48-page  lawsuit  will  accuse  police  of  excessive  force  and  of  violating 
the  protesters'  constitutional  rights  to  free  speech,  free  assembly,  and 
religious  freedom,  according  to  a news  release  from  Abramowitz's  office. 

The  Indians  were  protesting  a temporary  sales  tax  collection  agreement 
between  Gov.  George  Pataki  and  the  Onondaga  Nation's  Council  of  Chiefs. 

Police  arrested  about  two  dozen  Indians  at  the  protest  after  some  of  the 
protesters  walked  onto  Interstate  81  from  their  roadside  encampments. 

An  Onondaga  Town  Court  judge  dismissed  the  charges  against  all  but  one 
protester,  Kenneth  Kappelmeier.  He  still  faces  charges  of  second-degree 
assault,  resisting  arrest,  disorderly  conduct  and  violating  the  law 
prohibiting  pedestrians  from  being  on  state  highways. 

State  police  investigated  the  Indians'  complaints  of  brutality  and 
concluded  in  November  that  officers  did  not  use  excessive  force.  Five 
troopers  were  injured,  including  one  who  underwent  eye  surgery  after  being 
punched  in  the  face.  Thirteen  Indians  were  hurt. 

"RE;  Buffalo  Nations  Update"  

Date:  Wed,  4 Mar  1998  13:12:04  EST 

From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies .org> 

Subj:  Buffalo  Nations  Update 

UUCP  email 

Watch  NBC's  Today  Show  March  9th  for  a special  expose  on  Buffalo  Nations! 
loin  us  for  a Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Buffalo  on  March  21st. 

Hello  from  the  all  volunteer  crew  at  Buffalo  Nations.  The  last  few 
weeks  have  been  very  busy.  We've  been  visited  by  a film  crew  from  NBC's 
Today  Show  and  by  activist  Winnona  LaDuke.  For  most  of  February  we 
maintained  a house  with  between  25  and  30  people  and,  as  planned,  we  kept 
dawn  to  dusk  vigil  with  the  buffalo. 

Over  the  last  few  weeks  we've  been  especially  thankful  for  some 
great  media  work  done  by  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  and  Winnona  LaDuke.  We 
also  received  help  from  the  staff  of  Patagonia,  generous  enough  to  send  its 
employees  to  work  with  us  throughout  the  month  of  March!  Robert  Blackwolf 
spent  weeks  with  us  putting  together  a decent  field  communications  outfit. 

A wonderful  person  in  Bozeman  ran  a fantastic  Ad  for  us  in  the  Bozeman 
Chronicle.  And  people  everywhere  continue  to  offer  their  support  for  the 
bison . 

Right  now  there  are  less  than  a dozen  bison  out  of  the  park  in  West 
Yellowstone  and  nine  close  to  the  border  in  Gardiner.  Snow  has  been 


falling  all  day.  I went  north  last  week  and  felt  Spring  in  the  air  but 
here  Winter  still  rules.  We  continue  to  stand  with  the  buffalo  everyday. 

We  still  wish  for  new  folks  who  want  to  come  out  and  volunteer  with 
us.  So  far  this  winter  more  than  130  volunteers  have  visited  Buffalo 
Nations!  The  Department  of  Livestock  seems  hesitant  to  show  their  face  now 
that  so  much  of  the  world  is  watching  and  praying. 

March  21st  will  be  a day  of  prayer  for  the  buffalo.  Through  our 
actions  and  our  spirit  we  will  demonstrate  that  we  want  these  buffalo  to 
return.  Please  join  us  in  praying  in  your  own  way. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buff  alo(3wildrockies . org 

"RE : UN  Looks  at  Religious  Intolerance"  

Date:  Sat,  07  Mar  1998  08:06:34  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Navajo-Hopi_Observer_  Forward 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Condor952  <Condor952@aol.com> 

Date:  Sat,  7 Mar  1998  09:14:02  EST 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Navajo-Hopi  Observer  2-10-98 

UN  looks  at  religious  intolerance  in  U.S. 

By  A.T.  Steinberg 
The  Observer 

Despite  a storm  of  criticism  from  the  far  right,  with  Hesse  Flelms 
accusing  the  United  Nations  of  wasting  time  and  crying  that  there  is  not  a 
single  act  of  religious  intolerance  in  the  United  States,  the  Special 
Rapporteur  for  Religious  Intolerance,  Abdelfattah  Amor,  working  within  the 
UN's  Commission  on  Human  Rights,  was  able  to  meet  with  American  Indian 
leaders  and  people. 

For  over  twenty  years  the  International  Indigenous  Treaty  Council  (IITC) 
has  been  trying  to  get  the  UN  to  address  the  situation  of  Indigenous 
people  within  this  country.  In  1993  the  UN  declared  the  International  Year 
of  the  World's  Indigenous  People.  The  period  from  1995-2004  is  considered 
the  International  Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous  People. 

Amor  has  a mandate  from  the  1996  UN  Subcommission  on  the  Prevention  of 
Discrimination  and  Protection  of  Minorities.  He  must  assess  the  situation 
of  indigenous  people  and  their  sacred  ties  to  the  land  and  whether  land- 
based  religions  will  be  respected  as  valid  belief  systems  in  the  world's 
forum. 

Amor  told  the  Observer  that  he  is  an  unparalleled  champion  of  the 
freedom  of  belief.  He  says  that  this  is  an  absolute  right  that  must  be 
guaranteed  all  people.  He  says  that  there  is  no  limit  to  this  right,  and 
governmental  structures  need  to  develop  policy  to  deal  with  this  right. 

The  UN  does  limit  the  freedom  of  expression  if  others  may  be  harmed  in 
order  for  the  belief  system  to  work.  The  UN  also  has  a precise  protocol  to 
follow,  and  Amor  may  not  overstep  his  mandate.  His  mandate  includes  all 
forms  of  spirituality,  old  or  new,  traditional  or  modern. 

He  is  continuing  a trip  that  has  taken  him  through  China,  Pakistan, 
Greece,  Iran,  Sudan,  Cambodia,  Afghanistan,  India,  Germany,  and  Australia, 
where  he  has  been  compiling  a report  on  religious  intolerance,  tortures, 
and  executions.  When  Amor  completes  each  report  he  sends  the  allegations 
to  the  government,  which  then  may  work  to  protect  the  religious  beliefs  of 
their  indigenous  citizens. 

American  Indians  did  not  become  U.S.  citizens  until  1924.  Around  the 
world,  if  the  recent  massacre  in  Acteal,  Chiapas  is  any  indicator, 
indigenous  peoples  with  land-based  religions  are  still  not  yet  considered 
global  citizens  deserving  the  respect  of  such  conservatives  as  Senator 


Helms . 

Andrea  Carmen,  IITC's  executive  director,  scorns  Helm's  criticism:  "The 
U.S.  presents  itself  as  the  bastion  and  defender  of  religious  freedom 
internationally.  But  the  original  Peoples  and  Nations  of  this  land 
continue  to  be  treated  with  blatant  disregard  and  to  suffer  violations  of 
our  most  basic  human  rights,  including  our  right  and  obligation  to 
maintain  the  religious  practices  and  traditional  ceremonies  given  to  us  by 
the  Creator,  and  to  protect  our  sacred  sites  and  lands." 

While  in  the  U.S.,  Amor  has  visited  Washington,  New  York,  Atlanta,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Chicago,  and  Los  Angeles.  In  the  southwest.  Amor  has  visited 
numerous  trouble  spots.  The  Apache  Survival  Coalition  discussed  the 
telescope  on  Mt.  Graham,  and  the  necessity  of  having  permits  to  pray,  with 
Amor.  The  Petroglyph  Monument  Protection  Coalition  of  New  Mexico  discussed 
the  planned  freeway  that  will  cross  a sacred  site.  The  Yoemen  Tekia 
Foundation  and  Alianza  Sin  Fronteras  spoke  with  Amor  about  the  impact  of  U. 
S. /Mexican  border  immigration  policies  on  the  Tohono  O'odham,  Yaqui,  and 
other  border  tribes.  The  Havasupai  Tribe  met  with  Amor  to  discuss  the 
effects  of  uranium  mining  in  the  Grand  Canyon.  The  Lakota  and  Dakota 
(Sioux  tribes)  of  the  Black  Hills  discussed  the  long-standing  violation  of 
the  1868  Ft.  Laramie  Treaty  and  the  theft  of  their  sacred  Black  Hills. 
Presently,  the  Lakota  too  are  being  asked  to  have  a permit  to  pray. 

Amor  also  met  with  the  White  Clay  Society  from  the  Gros  Ventre  Nation  in 
Montana  to  discuss  gold  mining  on  their  sacred  sites.  The  Western  Shoshone 
National  Council  in  Nevada  met  with  the  UN  to  present  their  objections  to 
nuclear  test  and  dumping  sites  on  Indian  land.  Amor  talked  to  other  native 
groups  in  Salt  Lake,  L.A.,  N.Y.  and  Chicago. 

Amor  made  an  on-site  visit  to  Black  Mesa  to  observe  and  to  receive 
testimony  by  Dineh  who  have  resisted  the  Congressionally-implemented 
relocation  and  the  present  process  for  obtaining  wood,  water,  and 
livestock  permits  that  the  Dineh  need  to  live  on  Hopi  land. 

Hopi  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor,  Dr.  issued  a statement  on  February  4,  saying 
that  "the  Hopi  Tribe  has  been  working  for  several  years  to  address  these 
issues,  which  affect  both  the  Navajo  families  and  the  Hopi  Tribe,  in  a 
peaceful,  non-confrontational  manner."  He  also  said  that  this  visit  was 
scheduled  without  regard  for  the  Hopi  ceremonial  calendar.  "Most  of  the 
Hopi  villages  are  beginning  a significant  religious  ceremony  that  marks  an 
important  phase  of  the  Hopi  ceremonial  cycle.  Hopi  religious  practitioners 
require  peace  and  privacy  during  this  time  of  year." 

Amor,  a Tunisian  native,  has  said  he  will  give  full  attention  to  all 
details  while  he  is  compiling  his  report.  He  says,  "I  take  no  position  on 
rivalry  between  different  people.  I respect  everybody.  Some  people  are 
satisfied  with  my  visit,  some  are  not,  others  will  never  be  satisfied. 
Nobody  has  been  denied  their  freedom  of  speech.  I cannot  contact  everybody 
personally,  but  there  was  enough  time  for  everybody  to  be  aware  of  my 
coming.  I will  not  get  involved  in  internal  positions.  My  goal  is  to 
observe  intolerance  and  persecution  of  people  wherever  it  may  be.  I 
believe  that  patience,  generosity,  heart,  and  spirit  will  bring  indigenous 
people  back  together. 

There  were  those  around  the  country  who  enjoyed  my  visit  very  much; 
unfortunately  there  are  some  people  who  did  not." 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate). 

For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The 
Activist  Page"  at  http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 

"RE : Deaths  of  Native  Youth"  

Date:  Fri,  6 Mar  1998  02:19:21  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : How  Much  longer...? 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
DEATHS  OF  NATIVE  YOUTH  'PROFOUND  AND  TROUBLING' 

The  Province,  March  5,  1998,  page  A3,  by  Barbara  McLintock 


[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  number  of  aboriginal  youth  dying  in  homicides  and  suicides  is 
"profound  and  very  troubling/'  says  children's  commissioner  Cynthia 
Morton.  Morton  told  a legislative  committee  yesterday  that  in  her 
commission's  first-year  analysis  of  children  who  died  in  BC,  there's  a 
"disproportionate  number"  of  natives.  The  chance  of  an  aboriginal  child 
under  age  one  dying  of  sudden  infant  death  syndrome  is  seven  times  as 
high  as  for  a non-aboriginal  child,  she  said. 

For  an  aboriginal  male  aged  13  to  18,  the  chance  of  him  committing  suicide 
is  10  times  as  high  as  for  a non-aboriginal  youth.  For  female  youth,  the 
figures  are  even  more  staggering:  A female  aboriginal  is  20  times  as 
likely  to  kill  herself.  "We  are  in  desperate  need  of  a new  approach"  of 
reaching  aboriginal  youth,  she  said,  adding  that  working  with  aboriginal 
communities  to  do  that  will  be  one  of  the  commission's  priorities. 

Overall,  a new  approach  is  needed  to  deal  with  high-risk  youth,  many  of 
whom  die  from  some  combination  of  drugs,  alcohol  and  risky  behavior, 
whether  that's  skiing  out  of  bounds  or  speeding  in  the  family  car. 

Morton  said  social  workers  and  others  often  call  these  youths  "resistant" 
to  being  helped,  but  said  that  label  should  not  be  applied  to  troubled 
teens.  "Their  needs  are  very  complex:  they're  often  very  difficult  to 
find,"  she  said,  but  it's  up  to  the  system  to  find  a way  to  meet  their 
needs.  "We  must  deliver  services  to  youth  closer  to  home,"  she  said, 
noting  that  sending  young  people  to  the  Lower  Mainland  for  treatment  is 
often  worse  than  useless  because  they're  then  turned  loose  on  the  streets 
instead  and  stay  there,  rather  than  going  back  to  a community  where  they 
have  support  and  roots. 

Morton  reiterated  the  need  for  more  preventive  and  early-intervention 
programs  to  help  children,  youth  and  families  before  they're  in  a state  of 
crisis . 


Letters  to  The  Province:  provedpg@pacpress . southam . ca 
CANADIAN  COLONIALISM  KILLS  - SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER 
CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE:  Queretaro  Communique'"  

Date:  Sun,  08  Mar  1998  15:01:57  -0500 
From:  Carol  Liu  <radred@ix.netcom.com> 

Subj : FWD:  FZLN  communique ' /Queretaro/Votan-Zapata/FIOZ 


A-INFOS  NEWS  SERVICE 
http : //www. a inf os . ca/ 


The  following  is  a translation  by  David  <smokeperegrine@hotmail . com>  of  a 
previous  posting  to  this  list: 

->  Date:  Thu,  12  Feb  1998  03:05:51  -0600 
->  From:  mapache  <uvipe@sisnet.com.mx> 

->  Subj:  (ca)  comunicado  del  fzln/Queretaro  ccd/votan-zapata  y del  FIOZ 


Communique'  read  out  during  the  meeting  held  on  11  February  in  the  town 
of  Queretaro  in  Mexico,  in  order  to  demand  freedom  for  three  political 
prisoners  in  the  town. 

ZAPATISTA  NATIONAL  LIBERATION  FRONT 
VOTAN-ZAPATA  CIVILIAN  COMMITTEE 


Queritaro,  11  Feb  1998 

In  view  of  the  events  of  5 February  1998  in  the  town  of  Queretaro,  and 
their  subsequent  effects,  the  Votan-Zapata  Civilian  Committee  of  the 
Zapatista  National  Liberation  Front  has  several  considerations  which  it 
wishes  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  civilian  society;  local,  national  and 
international  political  organizations,  and  to  the  communications  media, 
here  and  abroad.  These  are: 

1.  That  the  acts  of  violence  which  were  provoked  by  the  act  of  the 
commemoration  of  the  signing  of  the  constitution  are  in  compliance  with  a 
State  policy  characterized  by  excessive  force  as  the  main  face  that  the 
regime  shows.  This  was  demonstrated  that  day  with  a colossal  police 
presence,  who  provoked,  threatened  and  assaulted  members  of  the  different 
organizations  and  institutions  who  were  demonstrating. 

2.  That  the  violence  reported  across  the  country  is  the  product  of  a 
process  of  political  decomposition  that  the  government  is  responsible  for, 
and  at  the  same  time,  unable  to  find  a solution  to.  This  is  because  of  a 
lack  of  political  will  evident  in  its  response  to  key  problems  like  State 
murders,  killings  of  peasants  or  the  drug  trafficking  which  goes  on  even 
in  its  own  departments. 

3.  That  the  desperation  of  the  sectors  hardest  hit  by  neo-liberal 
policies,  which  is  expressed  in  the  acute  economic  and  social  crisis,  has 
been  an  aggravating  factor  that  has  not  been  dealt  with  in  an  efficient 
and  appropriate  way,  due  to  the  intransigent  lack  of  political  will  and 
ability  of  the  various  levels  of  government,  whose  attitude  of  denial  sets 
back,  in  an  irresponsible  manner,  the  possibilities  of  a solution  to  social 
questions,  condemning  the  population  to  precarious  conditions  of  life, 
considering  only  the  interests  of  financial  institutions  and  the  World 
Bank . 

4.  That  on  5 February,  we,  the  FZLN's  civilian  committees  in  the 
locality  where  we  demonstrated,  declared  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  San 
Andres  Agreements  and  the  incorporation  of  indigenous  rights  and  culture 
into  the  Constitution.  This  action  was  carried  out  firmly  but  peacefully, 
as  is  the  character  of  our  organization,  which  works  on  the  construction 
of  a national  political  force  which  struggles  by  peaceful  methods  for 
democracy,  freedom  and  a form  of  peace  with  justice  and  dignity.  For  no 
reason  must  it  be  allowed  to  become  established  that  the  actions  of  groups 
--with  or  without  political  affiliation--  which  take  part  in  violence,  are 
expressions  of  civilian  zapatismo;  the  FZLN  is  in  essence  a peaceful 
organization . 

5.  That  the  State's  response  is  extremely  authoritarian,  in  attributing 
responsibility  to  a specific  organization  without  considering  the  presence 
of  many  diverse  towns  and  groups,  even  going  as  far  as  harassment  and 
assaults  perpetrated  by  provocateurs  with  military  haircuts,  dressed  as 
civilians,  who  are  always  to  be  found  when  such  events  occur. 

6.  That  civilian  zapatismo  does  not  talk  with  the  government.  The 
Zapatista  National  Liberation  Front  is  part  of,  and  is  nourished  by 
civilian  society.  We  do  not  expect  or  aspire  to  gain  the  permission  of 
the  State  to  form  this  great  force  which  will  contribute  to  the  peaceful 
transition  to  democracy,  we  shall  carry  on  the  struggle  in  the  streets  and 
squares  without  taking  fright. 

Through  the  above,  we  declare  our  support  for  the  political  prisoners 
(Anselmo  Robles,  Pascual  Lucas  and  Sergio  Jero'nimo)  and  we  will  monitor 
the  fulfilment  of  their  civil  and  human  rights,  moreover  we  reject  any 
harassing  or  intimidating  of  social  leaders  and  we  will  be  ready  to  resist 
any  attempt  at  a witch-hunt,  condemning  the  State's  trying  to  avoid  its 
responsibility  for  the  violent  deeds  of  5 February  and  for  a solution  of 
social  problems,  by  using  a spectacle  of  threats  and  repression. 

DEMOCRACY!  FREEDOM!  AND  JUSTICE ! 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

FIOZ  leaflet  given  out  on  11  February  at  the  demonstration  for  the 
freeing  of  the  political  prisoners. 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  QUERETARO: 

We,  The  poorest  people  in  Queretaro,  are  being  savagely  beaten  by  those 
currently  in  government,  who  have  at  their  disposal  police  forces, 
insufficient  for  dealing  with  crime,  but  effective  for  hitting  defenseless 


people  and  imprisoning  social  activists.  They  have  the  whole  judicial 
apparatus  at  their  beck  and  call.  They  have  the  communications  media, 
which  are  unconditionally  pro-government , who  rather  that  objectively 
inform  of  events,  only  pass  on  what  they  feel  they  want  to. 

Many  of  us  poor  people  in  Querataro  don't  have  what  they  have,  in  the 
best  cases  our  families  live  on  a daily  wage  of  $26.05  pesos.  We  lack 
everything;  this  is  why  we  struggle,  to  have  something  of  what  others  have 
in  abundance. 

WE  KNOW  THAT  DIGNITY  IS  ONLY  THING  THEY  CAN'T  SNATCH  AWAY  FROM  US. 

We  learnt  this  from  our  comrades,  Anselmo  Robles,  Pascual  Lucas  Dulian 
and  professor  Sergio  lero'nimo  Sanchez  Saenz, 

BECAUSE  OF  ALL  THIS  WE  ASK  THE  PEOPLE  OF  QUERETARO  NOT  TO  LET  THEMSELVES 
BE  TAKEN  IN  BY  MEDIA  LIES.  THEY  ARE  VICTIMS  OF  A FRAME-UP.  THEIR  ONLY 
CRIME  IS  TEACHING  US  TO  FIGHT  WITH  DIGNITY. 

We  know  our  comrades  aren't  criminals,  they're  prisoners  of  conscience, 
that  is,  jailed  for  political  reasons,  because  of  which  we  DEMAND: 
IMMEDIATE  AND  UNCONDITIONAL  FREEDOM  FOR  THE  SOCIAL  ACTIVISTS,  ANSELMO 
ROBLES,  PASCUAL  LUCAS  Y SERGIO  HERONIMO  SANCHEZ. 

FIOZ  (Independent  Front  of  Zapatista  Organizations) 


Information  and  questions:  uvipe@sisnet.com.mx 

"RE : March  Zapatista  Communique"  

Date:  98-03-05  20:49:26  EST 

From:  moonlight@igc.apc.org  (moonlight@igc.apc.org) 

Subj : March  Zapatista  Communique 

UUCP  email 

Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation.  Mexico.  March  1,  1998 
To:  The  Commission  on  Concordance  and  Pacification 
CC:  Congress  of  the  Union.  Mexico 

From:  The  Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee-General  Command  of 
the  EZLN  Mountains  of  the  Southeast.  Mexico 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  Legislators: 

We  direct  ourselves  to  you  in  order  to  communicate  our  word  in  regards  to 
the  intransigent  posture  of  the  Ministry  of  Governance,  made  public  today, 
March  1 of  1998  through  the  voice  of  Mister  Francisco  Labastida  Ochoa,  and 
to  respond  to  the  letter  which  you  sent  us  days  ago. 

ONE:  The  arguments  of  the  government  lack  a basis  and  legitimacy.  (That  is 
why  Mister  Labastida  refused  to  answer  any  questions) . They  know  this  and 
this  is  why  they  try  to  intimidate  the  Zapatistas  and  to  deceive  public 
opinion.  Contrary  to  what  Mister  Labastida  says,  the  government  has  NEVER 
sought  a peaceful  and  political  solution  to  the  problem.  It  has  always 
resorted  to  deceit  and  treachery  in  order  to  avoid  a serious  commitment 
with  the  path  of  dialogue.  In  spite  of  its  press  conferences,  official 
reports  and  appearances  in  international  forums,  this  is  known  in  Mexico 
and  throughout  the  world. 

What  remains  unsaid  by  the  government  of  Mister  Zedillo  is  that  the 
negotiation  is  stalled  because  the  government  never  carried  out  what  it 
signed.  The  actual  situation  of  crisis  in  Chiapas  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
it  seeks  out  a war  of  extermination  and  not  a peaceful  solution. 

TWO.  Lies  and  threats  aside  - the  former  do  not  deceive  public  opinion, 
and  the  latter  do  not  frighten  us-,  the  announcement  of  the  re-cycled 
strategy  of  the  Ministry  of  Governance  for  confronting  the  crisis  in 
Chiapas  may  be  summarized  in  two  points: 

a) .  Arrive  at  the  maximum  consequences  in  order  not  to  fulfill  the  San 
Andres  Agreements. 

b) .-  Carry  out  unilateral  actions  as  a prelude  to  an  attack  against  the 
indigenous  communities  and  the  members  of  the  EZLN. 

Upon  the  decision  to  submit  before  the  H.  Congress  of  the  Union  its 
initiative  on  indigenous  law  - elaborated  with  the  Cocopa  - the  federal 


executive  branch  violates  the  San  Andres  Agreements  in  two  ways:  one 
because  the  Agreements  stipulate  that  they  should  be  presented  to  those 
cases  of  national  debate  all  together:  and  the  other  because  the  initiative 
of  the  Executive  disregards  the  documents  signed  by  its  representatives  in 
San  Andres,  and  is  based  on  the  conception  held  by  the  federal  executive  in 
regards  to  the  indigenous  problem,  and  not  upon  the  project  of  a new 
relationship  between  the  Indian  peoples  and  the  Mexican  nation  as  signed 
and  accorded  at  the  negotiating  table. 

These  agreements  received  the  support  of  national  and  international  civil 
society,  the  two  houses  of  deputies  and  senators,  the  National  Commission 
of  Intermediation,  and  the  Cocopa.  With  its  "new"  strategy,  the  Ministry 
of  Governance  mocks  all  of  you. 

THREE.  The  objective  of  the  dialogue  and  negotiation  is  to  solve  a 
conflict  between  the  parts.  This  is  the  purpose  of  the  dialogue  and  the 
negotiation  which  formulates  agreements  which  are  then  carried  out.  The 
fulfillment  of  the  agreements  by  both  parties  is  what  allows  for  trust  and 
credibility  to  exist. 

The  unilateral  action  of  presenting  a proposal  on  indigenous  law  - whose 
approval  has  already  been  arranged  with  legislators  who  are  attuned  to 
Mister  Zedillo-  without  the  consensus  of  the  other  party  - the  EZLN  and  the 
Indian  peoples-,  does  not  signify  that  the  dialogue  process  will  be 
disentangled.  On  the  contrary,  if  this  continues,  the  dialogue  will 
collapse  definitively.  With  this  action,  confidence  and  credibility  is 
destroyed:  there  can  be  no  dialogue  and  negotiation  for  arriving  at 
agreements  if  there  is  no  trust  that  the  parties  will  fulfill  them. 

What  was  the  point  in  negotiating  for  months  if  the  government  was  going 
to  present  its  own  proposal  and  not  the  one  agreed  to?  Why,  after  two  years 
have  passed  since  they  were  signed,  does  the  government  set  the  agreements 
aside  and  present  a unilateral  vision  of  the  indigenous  question? 

Because  the  government  has  never  intended  to  fulfill  the  agreements  nor  to 
commit  itself  to  dialogue  and  negotiation.  If  today  the  government  decides 
to  make  public  its  denial  of  the  agreements,  to  pass  over  them,  to  convert 
into  law  its  own  definition  of  the  indigenous  demands,  it  is  because  it 
wants  public  opinion  to  favor  a repressive  action.  The  government  is 
wrong. 

The  "new"  simulation  strategy  (simulation  which  resolves  the  problem 
WITHOUT  THE  EZLN  OR  THE  INDIAN  PEOPLES,  simulation  which  injects  economic 
resources  for  bettering  the  living  conditions  of  the  indigenous,  simulation 
which  fulfills  the  legal  requirements  for  an  action  of  extermination,  and 
simulation  that  the  rebellion  is  due  only  to  personal  ambitions  of  a small 
group  and  not  a historic  demand  of  a people)  will  not  get  popular  approval 
for  the  military-police  action.  Nor  will  it  resolve  the  conflict.  It  will 
only  prolong,  sharpen  it,  and  in  other  words,  intensify  it. 

The  lack  of  responsibility  with  which  the  pair  Zedillo-  Labastida  directs 
the  country  is  not  new.  There  is  much  evidence  that  the  government  has 
provided  which  show  that  it  aspires  to  resolve  the  Zapatista  rebellion 
militarily.  The  novelty  is  the  audacity  with  which  it  pretends  to  involve 
the  legislative  commission  of  which  you  are  a part. 

FOUR.  In  the  public  exposition  of  the  governmental  strategy,  you  are 
invited  to  become  accomplices  of  the  destruction  of  the  San  Andres 
Agreements  and  the  encircling  of  the  EZLN  as  a preparatory  step  to  the 
military-police  offensive.  By  proposing  that  the  Cocopa  collaborate  with 
the  federal  executive  in  writing  a new  legal  proposal,  the  government  not 
only  mocks  the  work  and  earnestness  with  which  the  legislators  worked  all 
this  time;  it  not  only  seeks  an  accomplice  in  order  to  win  the  legitimacy 
it  lacks;  it  also  places  the  legislative  commission  before  the  firing  squad 
and  prepares,  if  it  does  not  receive  its  cooperation,  its  de-activation, 
"restructuring",  or  disappearance. 

You  know  well  that  the  so-called  "four  observations"  are  neither 
observations  nor  are  they  four.  In  addition  to  the  fact  that  they  reflect 
the  judicial  and  historic  ignorance  of  the  Ministry  of  Governance  in 
regards  to  the  demands  of  the  indigenous  peoples  and  the  Constitution,  they 
are  definitive  blows  to  the  negotiating  table  for  peace. 


You  know  well  that  the  initiative  which  you  elaborated  has  none  of  the 
defects  pointed  out  in  the  "undeniable"  observations  of  the  government. 

The  Cocopa  initiative  does  not  make  national  sovereignty  vulnerable,  it 
does  not  promote  the  fragmentation  of  the  country,  it  is  not 
anti-democratic,  it  does  not  provoke  confrontations,  nor  does  it  generate 
chaos . 

The  lack  of  recognition  of  indigenous  rights  is  what  is  undemocratic 
because  it  denies  the  original  inhabitants  of  these  lands,  rights  which 
history  owes  them.  It  is  the  economic,  social  and  political  model  imposed 
by  the  Zedillo  government  that  attacks  national  sovereignty  and  fragments 
the  nation.  It  is  the  lack  of  fulfillment  of  the  San  Andres  Agreements 
which  promotes  chaos.  It  is  the  warlike  vocation  of  the  government  which 
provokes  bloody  confrontations. 

For  the  Cocopa  to  accept  the  perverse  invitation  of  the  government,  is  to 
accept  and  become  a part  of  a lie. 

We  repeat  once  again:  the  re-negotiation  of  the  San  Andres  Agreements 
(which  is  what  the  federal  executive  really  wants)  will  be  a mortal  blow 
for  the  path  of  dialogue  and  negotiation.  If  each  agreement  which  is 
developed  is  subject  to  revision  and  renegotiation,  then  each  part  can 
agree  arbitrarily  to  anything  and  wait  for  the  most  favorable  moment  for 
renegotiation . 

Finally,  renegotiation  is  no  more  than  a pretense  to  cover  up  the  lack  of 
fulfillment.  And  if  the  agreements  are  not  carried  out,  what  can  the 
Zapatistas  expect  when  we  agree  to  re-enter  civilian  life?  Will  that 
agreement  be  renegotiated  while  they  jail  us,  while  they  make  us  disappear, 
while  they  kill  us? 

FIVE.  In  your  letter  dated  February  23,  of  1998  you  propose  a meeting  for  a 
collective  "reflection"  about  the  situation  of  the  dialogue. 

We  think  that,  more  than  a meeting  between  the  EZLN  and  the  Cocopa,  what 
is  urgent  and  important  now  is  to  make  the  dialogue  and  negotiation  viable. 
Therefore  it  is  vital  that  the  Cocopa  remain  firm  in  its  legal  initiative 
and  call  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  San  Andres  Agreements.  This  way  a 
foundation  will  be  built,  not  only  for  a meeting  for  reflection,  but  for 
all  that  is  necessary  in  order  to  achieve  peace,  which  is  the  common 
objective  of  all  of  you,  the  mediators,  the  honest  civilian  Mexican  men  and 
women  and  us:  the  achievement  of  peace  with  justice  and  dignity. 

We  wait  for  the  same  thing  that  millions  in  Mexico  and  the  world  wait  for 
that  you  honor  your  word  and  your  commitment,  that  you  refuse  to  be 
accomplices  for  the  lie  and  the  crime  which  is  being  prepared,  that  you  not 
give  up  your  demand  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  San  Andres  Agreements  - that 
the  initiative  which  you  elaborated  with  clarity  - which  demonstrates  the 
independence  of  the  different  branches  of  government  in  Mexico,  is  not  a 
bad  joke  but  a dignified  reality,  and  that  you  not  abandon  your  labor  for 
peace. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  that  same  letter  you  say  that  if  we  refuse  that 
meeting  we  will  contribute  to  the  debilitation  of  the  coadjutation  and  the 
mediation.  No,  we  are  not  the  ones  who  have  debilitated  and  attacked  the 
Cocopa  and  the  Conai.  All  of  the  attacks  you  have  suffered  have  come  from 
the  government,  not  from  the  Zapatistas. 

Members  of  the  Cocopa: 

In  the  name  of  all  the  children,  elderly,  men  and  women  of  the  Zapatista 
Army  of  National  Liberation,  making  echo  of  the  clamor  of  our  indigenous 
brothers  all  over  Mexico,  we  demand  that  you  not  add  yourselves  to  the 
strategy  of  extermination,  that  you  stay  firm  with  your  legal  initiative, 
that  you  not  cease  your  efforts  in  the  coadjutation  necessary  for  peace. 

You  have  a historic  obligation  you  cannot  avoid,  your  word  will  be  the 
measurement  of  your  size.  Do  not  fall  into  the  trap  of  those  who  invite 
you  to  sponsor  a war. 

Comply,  not  with  those  who  promised  you  an  accountable  and  dignified 
participation,  not  with  the  memory  of  senator  Heberto  Castillo,  not  with 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  indigenous  people  who  support  your  proposal 
and  make  it  theirs,  not  with  the  millions  of  Mexicans  who  trust  your 
vocation  and  your  commitment. 


Comply  with  the  only  peace  possible,  the  one  which  will,  in  dignity  and 
justice,  recognize  the  rights  of  the  Indian  peoples.  Comply  with  history. 

Do  not  become  an  echo  of  the  war,  do  not  become  a part  of  the  intolerance 
and  the  intransigence. 

Sustain  your  proposal.  In  it  exists  not  only  justice,  history  and  truth, 
but  also  the  hope  of  millions  of  indigenous  who  wait  for  a real  change  and 
not  a new  ostentatious  simulation. 

>From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast. 

By  the  Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee-General  Command  of  the 
Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation. 

Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos. 

Mexico,  March  of  1998. 

Translated  by:  Cecilia  Rodriguez,  NCDLD 

"RE : Attitude  and  Chiapas"  

Date:  Sun,  08  Mar  1998  10:22:25  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : Attitude  & Chiapas 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d'laan'te...  I wish  to  set  the  minds  of  some  readers  at  ease,  or  disturb 
others,  by  stating  that  this  is  really  "justanoldman"  writing...  & yes  my 
tone  has  changed  since  I "left  for  good"...  Since  my  return,  at  the 
request  of  over  100  of  you,  I have  not  felt  at  home  here  as  I used  to... 
and  it  is  the  reaction  to  the  pleas  for  ACTION  for  relations  in  Chiapas 
that  has  soured  me...  I am  angry,  & stressed,  & grief -stricken,  & 
enraged...  It  affects  my  perspective  on  many  things.  I am  human...  But  I 
am  not  on  this  earth  to  please  anyone,  to  live  up  to  anyone's 
expectations...  I answer  to  no  human  on  this  planet  save  the  one  I see  in 
the  mirror  every  morning. . . 

For  the  few  that  have  acted,  & keep  paying  more  than  lip  service  to  the 
prayer,  "...  all  my  relations..."  I have  been  filled  with  joy  & pride  at 
simply  "knowing"  each  of  you...  The  way  you  are  using  this  miraculous 
medium  to  keep  each  of  the  relations  of  the  Maya,  (the  members  of  the 
true-Nations  here),  informed,  encouraged,  & motivated  is  astounding... 
masi:CFIO!  The  rest  of  this  post  is  not  addressed  to  you,  but  to  the 
"do-nothing' s" . . . 

To  you,  the  "do-nothing's"...,  the  wonder  of  this  ng,  this  very  screen  you 
are  reading,  is  like  a plaything.  The  horrific  news  about  the  diabolical 
ways  the  Mexican  government's  public  relations  campaign  are  lulling  people 
to  sleep,  making  light  of  the  death  of  a people  that  they  are  about  to 

inflict,  even  as  you  read  this,  is  nothing  but  words  on  a screen...  some 

few  are  still  even  whiling  away  the  precious  minutes  & bandwidth  to  go  on 
with  the  absurd-as-usual  discussions  about  how  many  grandfathers  fit  on 
the  head  of  a pin,  or  what ' s-an-Indian,  or  other  inane  topics  of  blissful 
ignorance...  while  RELATIVES  DIE  !!!!!! 

D'you  think  I,  & those  who  ACT,  don't  have  a life  to  live?  Heve  chores  of 
everyday  survival  to  take  care  of?  Friends  & family  that  need  attention? 

We  too  would  rather  be  talking  of  other  things...  And  yet  I,  and  many  like 
me,  still  find  time,  MAKE  time  to  ACT  for  the  Mayan  men,  women,  elders  & 
children  being  set  up  for  slaughter  by  Washington's  puppet-regime  in 
Mexico  City.  Yes,  that  does  mean  up  to  an  80+  hr  week.  So  what?  We  all 
have  an  eternity  of  sleep  just  around  the  bend,  so  we  can  spare  sleep 

today...  to  save  a life.  That  is  what  being  a member  of  a family,  a Nation 

is  all  about...  If  Indians  don't  care  for  Indians,  you  KNOW  nobody  else 
will!  Maybe  you  thought  I was  joking,  in  my  first  post,  about  how  being 
Indian  is  a 26hr/day  job...  I may  chuckle  about  it  but  it's  no  less 
true...  Maybe  you,  those  who  are  "too  busy"  just  don't  get  it... 

Two  nights  ago  I was  attending  yet  another  strategy  session  with  one  of 
the  five  Chiapas  support  groups  I work  with,  & during  a break  I overheard 
2 young  people  talking  together,  with  one  asking  the  other  if  he  had  ever 
seen  a dead  body...  I was  stunned,  unbelieving...,  but  kept  silent  because 
at  least  they  were  doing  something,  even  if  it  was  from  a sense  of  justice 


& not  a matter  of  the  heart...  But  that  strange  remark  made  me  think. 

Maybe  that  is  the  problem  that  those  who  talk  but  do  nothing  have  with 
ACTING  instead  of  talking:  death  is  an  abstract  to  you,  a head-game  of 
some  kind,  removed  from  your  experience... 

How  can  any  Indian  live  as  an  Indian  & not  bury  at  least  one  relative  eac 
month,  if  not  each  week?  I find  it  hard  to  grasp  the  fact  that  there  are 
Indians  who  are  not  intimately  familiar  with  death,  who  think  it  instead 
of  feeling  it,  so  far  removed  from  its  experience  that  the  wiping  out  of 
entire  villages,  entire  families...,  has  so  little  effect  that  you  say, 

"Oh  well,  that's  terrible...,  but  now  about  the  'true  meaning'  of  the  the 
Hopi  Farting  Thunder  Ceremony..."  !?!? 

Granted,  as  one  who  has  carried  pieces  of  babies  back  to  the  arms  of 
grieving  mothers,  closed  the  eyes  on  the  shattered  remnants  of  the  faces 
of  grandmothers,  & as  one  who  has  taken  human  lives,  perhaps  I am  more 
familiar  with  death  than  many  here,  but  every  Indian  family  that  I have 
ever  met  has  had  members  die  violently,  often  horribly,  too  often 
uselessly...  men,  women,  children,  babies,  elders...  How  can  people  who 
have  cleaned  up  such  tragic  bodies,  prepared  them  for  burial,  mourned  & 
wept  by  their  coffins...,  take  the  death  of  relations  so  unfeelingly  as  to 
remain  unmoved,  calm,  or  apparently  unfeeling  to  the  imminent  threat  of 
death  that  hangs  over  THOUSANDS  of  RELATIVES  in  Chiapas?!?! 

The  85,000  soldiers  of  the  government  of  Mexico  are  awaiting  their  final 
orders.  The  Mexican  government,  US  govt  & US  media  are  spending  millions 
of  dollars  since  mid-January  on  public  relations  campaigns,  preparing  to 
tone  down  the  wave  of  public  outrage  that  will  be  generated  by  the  pending 
massacre  of  Indian  people  (that  will  make  Acteal  look  like  a sunday-school 
picnic).  The  only  escape  route,  across  the  border  to  Guatemala,  is  now 
sealed  off  tighter  than  a drum  by  thousands  of  troops.  The  CIA  Bureau 
Chief  in  Mexico  City  let  slip  in  an  interview  8 days  ago  that  there  are 
100' s of  US-armed  forces  "advisors"  now  in  Chiapas.  Foreign  observers  are 
being  deported  in  increasing  numbers  every  day,  to  ensure  that  few 
witnesses  are  around  for  what's  coming.  The  so-called  "paramilitaries" , 
those  hundreds  of  PRI-paid,  USA-trained  terrorists  that  have  killed 
hundreds  of  Mayan  men,  women,  elders  & children  in  the  past  18  mths,  are 
now  not  only  better  armed  but  essentially  "deputized"  by  the  Mexican  govt, 
manning  roadblocks  & patrols  right  alongside  the  regular  army  personnel. 

And  you  "do-nothing's"  doing,  those  whose  inaction  callously  ignores  the 
DEATH  of  relations,  how  do  you  dare  assume  the  right  to  sit  among  the 
true-humans?  You  are  not  just  pitiful  excuses  for  human  beings,  you  are 
truly  accomplices  in  the  deaths  of  every  single  murder  of  every  man, 
woman,  elder,  child  and  infant  that  the  Mexican  government  will  kill. 

And  that  is  why  my  tone  is  "harsh"  to  some  sensitive  ears...  to  those  for 
whom  "family"  means  nothing,  and  for  whom  DEATH  is  something  in  a book  or 
on  a tv  screen...  To  all  of  you  "do-nothing's"  I say...,  don't  expect  to 
see  compassion  or  anecdotes  & stories  from  " justanoldman"  for  a long,  long 
time...  All  I have  for  you  is  contempt. 

"There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  'innocent  bystander'  who  '..just  happens 
to  witness'  genocide  and  crimes  against  humanity.  They  are  as  guilty  as 
the  active  participants  in  these  heinous  and  diabolical  crimes!"  (Chief 
US  Prosecutor  at  Nuremberg  War  Crimes  Tribunal,  1946.) 

"RE : Ward  Valley  Update"  

Date:  Thu,  05  Mar  1998  15:25:53  -0600 
From:  LPP  <lozen(3concentric . net> 

Subj : Ward  Valley  update  (FWD) ...  please  share 

UUCP  email 

COLORADO  RIVER  NATIVE  NATIONS  Alliance  AFFIRMS  STAND  AGAINST  RADIOACTIVE 
WASTE  DUMP  PROPOSED  FOR  WARD  VALLEY  -"WE  WILL  NOT  BE  REMOVED  FROM  OUR 
SACRED  LAND." 

Needles,  CA  --  Tribal  leaders  and  Elders  of  the  Colorado  River  Native 
Nations  Alliance  have  me  in  the  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribal  Council 
chambers  and  reaffirmed  their  unwavering  stance  to  protect  their  sacred 


land  in  Ward  Valley  against  further  damage  and  proposed  radioactive 
waste  dump. 

As  the  occupation  of  Ward  Valley  entered  the  nineteenth  day,  the  Tribal 
leaders  and  Elders  of  the  Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Cocoph,  Quenchan,  and 
Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  expressed  their  total  solidarity  and 
commitment  on  the  following  points: 

1)  President  Clinton  and  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Babbitt  must 
reject  the  land  transfer  and  stop  the  dump  now.; 

2)  No  testing  at  all  on  sacred  Indian  land  at  Ward  Valley., 

3)  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Babbitt  must  meet  face  to  face  with 
the  Tribal  leaders  and  Elders  of  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations 
Alliance  immediately;  please  confirm  by  March  6,  1998; 

4)  The  federal  and  state  government  must  acknowledge  and  respect 
the  Tribe's  position  that  Ward  Valley  is  sacred  and  cannot  be  desecrated 
further. ; 

5)  We  will  continue  to  occupy  our  sacred  land  at  Ward  Valley  and 
continue  to  conduct  spiritual  and  religious  ceremonies  on  the  land.; 

6)  The  occupation  will  continue  until  there  is  serious  and 
respectful  government  to  government  relationship  established  with  those 
authorized  to  make  decisions  and  a just  resolution  of  this  crisis.; 

7)  We  are  dismayed  that  there  is  no  official  word  from  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  in  response  to  our  demands  and  concerns  that 
were  issued  on  February  13,  1998. 

"We  have  not  heard  any  official  word  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
on  the  demands  that  the  Tribes  have  issued,:  said  Steve  Lopez, 
spokesperson  for  the  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe  and  the  Colorado  River 
Native  Nations  Alliance.  "We  hope  they  stop  dragging  their  feet  and 
start  responding  to  us  through  proper  Nation  to  Nation  policy.  We 
remain  firm  in  our  stand  in  defense  of  Ward  Valley." 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F.  St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 

"Don't  booger  up  your  head."  Aphorisms  (IB) 

*NEW*  NASA's  first  Native  American  astronaut, see: 
http : //members .tripod . com/~lenapelady 

"RE : Peace  Camp  at  Ward  Valley"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Mar  1998  15:03:35  -0800  (PST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Subj : Peace  Camp  at  Ward  Valley 

UUCP  email 

PEACE  CAMP  AT  WARD  VALLEY 

We  are  at  Peace  Camp  - Saluting  the  sun  as  it  goes  down  on  our  special  spot. 
On  this  sacred  ground 

We  are  called  protesters,  activists  and  other  labels  not  as  nice 
But  we  are  human  beings 

Who  love  our  Mother  - who  love  each  other  as  we  join  our  energies  and  make 
our  stand 
We  are  blessed 

We  watch  a kangaroo  rat  playing  in  the  sand. 

The  cholla  glistens  in  the  morning. 

A scruffy,  dried-up  bush  hides  delicate  yellow  flowers. 

We  have  seen  the  rain. 

Storm  after  storm  bringing  rain,  hail  and  morning  frost  and  rain,  rain, 
rain.  We  dig  trenches  'round  our  tents.  We  dry  our  clothes  when  the  sun 
comes  out.  We  shiver  in  the  cold,  and  huddle  close,  and  thank  our  higher 
powers  for  the  fire.  The  fire  never  goes  out.  The  BLM  evicts  us  but  we  do 
not  leave.  No  heavy  hand  can  stop  the  run  from  rising. 

Weds.,  February  25,  1998  - The  good  news  come;  BLM  is  gone!  BLM  has  left 
and  Peace  Camp  remains.  See  if  you  can  bury  nuclear  waste  in  this  sacred 
soil.  You  - US  Ecology,  would  threaten  my  grandchildren  and  your  own.  You 


- Pete  Wilson,  would  sell  the  lives  of  your  constituents  for  a small  amount 
of  money.  We  will  not  let  you.  We  stand  with  Native  Tribes  and  protect  you 
from  yourselves. 

BLM  refuses  to  be  your  puppet. 

We  sing  songs  around  the  fire.  The  rising  sun  lights  our  faces. 
Weather-worn  faces.  Tired  bodies  with  loving  and  courageous  hearts.  We 
form  a circle  with  no  end  or  beginning.  We  talk  about  the  work  to  come.  We 
talk  about  our  celebration. 

BLM  has  gone!  Peace  Camp  remains.  Puffy  clouds  across  a blue,  blue  sky. 
Fresh  new  day  of  life.  Smell  of  breakfast  from  the  kitchen  tent. 

We  thank  our  Mother  as  we  sing  our  victory  song. 

Pam  (a  resident  of  the  Ward  Valley  Village) 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http : //www. shundahai .org/SWVAction . html 

http : //earth runner . com/ saveward valley 

http : //www. ctaz . com/~swvl 

http : //banwaste . envirolink.org 

http : //www. alphacdc . com/ ien/wardvly4 . html 

"RE : Cayuga  Business  Thwarted"  

Date:  Tue,  10  Mar  1998  16:01:40  EST 
From:  Mmcayuga  <Mmcayuga(3aol . com> 

Subj : PRESS  RELEASE,  TUESDAY,  MARCH  10,  1998 

UUCP  email 

CAYUGA  OWNED  & OPERATED  BUSINESS  TO  OPEN  IN  CAYUGA,  NEW  YORK  THWARTED  BY 
SENECA/CAYUGA  COUNTY  LAND  CLAIM  ATTORNEY 

Plans  are  underway  to  open  a smoke  shop  in  Cayuga,  Town  of  Aurelius,  on 
6.3  acres  of  land  recently  purchased  by  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  of  NY  to 
be  located  at  6029  Route  90. 

Owner,  Michael  M.  Campbell,  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  member,  announces  that 
IRO-MEX  (pronounced;  ear-roh-mex),  will  be  opening  soon  on  this  site, 
bringing  tax-free  cigarette  sales  to  the  area. 

This  will  be  the  first  business  established  on  Cayuga  Indian  lands  in  over 
200  years.  A per  carton  fee  will  be  sent  directly  to  the  Cayuga  Indian 
Nation  from  the  distributor,  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  of  New  York.  This 
will  allow  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  its  first  financial  income  as  its 
people  continue  to  make  plans  towards  relocating  in  their  homeland. 

No  date  for  the  opening  of  IRO-MEX  is  available  at  this  time  due  to  the 
fact  the  Village  of  Cayuga  has  issued  a stop  work  order  dated  March  6,  1998 
signed  by  Douglas  C.  Staley,  Issuing  Inspector.  The  order  states: 

"Whereas  violations  of  the  New  York  State  Uniform  Fire  Prevention  and 
Building  Code  No  Building  Permit  or  County  Septic  (hand  written  on  form) 
have  been  found  on  these  premises,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  all  persons 
cease,  desist  from  and  STOP  WORK  at  once  pertaining  to  construction, 
alterations,  or  repairs  on  these  premises  known  as  On  RT  90  Near  Manitau  Rd 
300  yds  South  Rt  90  (hand  written)  located  at  Village  of  Cayuga  Cayuga 
(hand  written)  State  of  New  York.  All  persons  acting  contrary  to  this 
order,  removing  or  mutilating  this  notice  are  liable  to  legal  actions. 

Conversation  between  Village  of  Cayuga  Mayor  Peter  Salato,  Auburn 
Sheriff's  Department,  and  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  of  New  York  have  been 
unsuccessful  in  reaching  a solution  to  this  problem.  The  Cayuga  Indian 
Nation  has  been  informed  by  both  Mayor  Salato  and  the  police  that  they 
have  been  ordered  to  arrest  anyone  who  continues  to  work  on  this  site  under 
the  direction  of  William  L.  Dorr,  Esq.  of  Harris  Beach  & Wilcox  fo 
Rochester,  NY  who  presently  serves  as  legal  counsel  for  Seneca/Cayuga 
Counties  regarding  the  64,000  acre  land  claim. 

The  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  of  New  York  proclaims  it  is  a sovereign  entity 


and  does  not  require  permits  and/or  permission  from  New  York  State  to 
develop  its  lands.  The  issuing  and  enforcement  of  this  Stop  Work  Order  is 
a direct  violation  of  treaty  rights.  Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  state 
officials  will  directly  effect  the  negotiation  process  as  all  parties  move 
towards  reaching  a conclusion  and  settlement  of  the  64,000  acre  land  claim. 

In  addition,  fund  raising  is  presently  underway  in  an  effort  to  raise 
needed  monies  to  build  a longhouse  on  the  14  acre  parcel  located  at  Seneca 
Falls,  NY.  Plans  are  to  have  the  longhouse  constructed  in  early  fall  of 
this  year. 

Anyone  interested  in  lending  their  support  to  this  cause  is  encouraged  to 
contact  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  of  New  York  and  your  local  government 
officials . 

For  additional  information,  please  contact  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  of  New 
York  Admininstrative  Office  at  (716)  532-3142 
*The  above  press  release  was  issued  to  local  newspapers  in  the  Auburn, 
Syracuse  area. 

Our  mailing  address  is: 

Cayuga  Indian  Nation  of  New  York 
Chief  Frank  C.  Bonamie 
PO  Box  101 

Gowanda,  NY  14070-0101 

"RE : Innu  Leaders  Take  Common  Front"  

Date:  Tue,  03  Mar  1998  10:13:51  -0700 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@WEB.NET> 

Subj : Innu  Leaders  Take  Common  Front  on  Hydro  Development 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
2 March  1998 

Innu  Leaders  Take  Common  Front  on  Hydro  Development 

(Sheshatshiu)  Innu  leaders  from  Labrador  and  Quebec  met  in  Sheshatshiu  on 
Friday  to  discuss  the  Lower  Churchill  project  and  other  hydro  developments 
in  Innu  territory.  At  the  meeting,  leaders  of  both  the  Innu  Nation  and 
Mamit  Innuat  vowed  to  take  whatever  actions  were  required  to  ensure  Innu 
rights  are  respected  and  protected  before  any  new  hydro  development  talks 
take  place  between  Newfoundland  and  Quebec. 

"We  are  extremely  frustrated  with  the  refusal  of  the  Brian  Tobin  and 
Lucien  Bouchard  to  include  the  Innu  in  their  so-called  preliminary 
discussions  about  the  Lower  Churchill  project.  Premier  Tobin  has  even  denied 
that  negotiations  are  taking  place.  We  are  tired  of  being  lied  to,  tired  of 
being  misled,  and  tired  of  having  our  rights  ignored",  stated  Innu  Nation 
Vice-President  Daniel  Ashini.  "The  Innu  will  take  whatever  actions  are 
necessary  to  prevent  Newfoundland  and  Quebec  from  entering  into  any 
contracts  regarding  the  Lower  Churchill  or  other  hydro  developments  in  our 
territory  without  our  consent." 

"Both  Premiers  have  to  recognize  that  Innu  interests  come  first.  Any 
agreements  that  they  have  reached  are  premature,  because  there  will  be  no 
hydro-electric  development  without  Innu  consent.",  stated  Guy  Bellefluer, 
the  chief  negotiator  for  Mamit  Innuat.  "This  is  our  common  position,  and 
the  Premiers  can  expect  a strong,  united  Innu  response  if  they  choose  to 
proceed . " 

The  Innu  leaders  also  addressed  the  issue  of  compensation  from  the  Upper 
Churchill.  Chief  Paul  Rich  of  Sheshatshiu  stated:  "We  were  never  consulted 
or  even  informed  about  what  would  happen  to  our  land  when  Churchill  Falls 
was  built,  and  we  have  never  been  compensated  for  the  damage  that  was  done 
by  the  flooding.  Any  discussions  about  hydroelectric  development  in  Innu 
territory  must  include  the  Innu,  and  there  will  be  no  new  projects  until 
the  issues  of  compensation  and  redress  for  past  damages  have  been 
addressed . " 

Newfoundland  and  Quebec  have  been  in  closed  negotiations  on  new  hydro 
developments  in  Labrador  for  several  months,  even  though  Premier  Brian 


Tobin  has  denied  that  talks  are  talking  place.  The  discussions  address  the 
development  of  the  Lower  Churchill  and  the  construction  of  a transmission 
line  to  the  Island  of  Newfoundland , as  well  as  the  development  of  other 
projects  on  the  Quebec  North  Shore. 

"Both  Provinces  need  to  recognize  their  responsibilities  to  the  Innu  and 
conclude  land  rights  agreements  with  the  Innu  before  trying  to  develop 
additional  hydroelectric  projects",  concluded  Ashini.  "But  they  are  living 
in  the  past.  They  can't  ignore  us  any  longer.  The  Supreme  Court  established 
in  the  recent  Delgamuuku  decision  that  consultation  and  compensation  with 
Aboriginal  people  are  fundamental  requirements  for  any  development  on 
Aboriginal  land.  We  will  not  be  bulldozed  again. ",  concluded  Ashini. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  Daniel  Ashini  709/497-8398 

Guy  Belief leur  418/968-4890 

information  and  background  is  available  on  the  internet:  www.innu.ca 
Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.innu.ca 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

"RE : innu  give  Bouchard  and  Tobin  Surprise"  

Date:  Mon,  09  Mar  1998  21:22:20  -0500 
From:  <mohawkns@cyberglobe.net> 

Subj : INNU  GIVE  BOUCHARD  & TOBIN  SURPRISE 

UUCP  email 

INNU  BLOCK  BOUCHARD  AND  TOBIN  FROM  SIGNING 

CASNP.  9-Mar-98.  Today  the  Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  the 
Native  Peoples  CASNP  rejoices  with  the  determined  Innu  Nation  who 
stopped  Quebec  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  and  Newfoundland  Premier  Brian 
Tobin  from  signing  an  agreement  to  develop  the  Lower  Churchill  River, 
which  is  Innu  traditional  territory.  A crowd  of  Innu  people  blocked  the 
vehicle  from  taking  the  two  premiers  to  the  place  where  the  signing  was 
to  take  place  at  10:00  am  Monday,  March  9th  at  Churchill  Falls. 

After  hiding  out  for  a while  from  the  Innu,  Bouchard  and  Tobin  were 
secreted  away  by  helicopter  and  flown  to  another  site  for  the  signing. 
Unsmiling  for  the  cameras,  they  looked  pale  and  unhappy  that  the  Innu 
crashed  their  party.  The  Innu  titleholders  of  the  land  have  informed 
them  many  times  that  they  should  be  consulted  on  whether  they  want  their 
unceded  homelands  flooded  for  another  hydro  development. 

Said  a source,  "Why  is  it  that  Quebec  and  Newfoundland  can  be  publicly 
so  mad  at  each  other  and  yet  sit  together  side  by  side  cozily  planning 
how  they  are  going  to  illegally  extract  Indigenous  land  and  exploit 
their  resources?  Why  can't  they  sit  with  the  Indigenous  people  and 
discuss  this  whole  thing  with  them,  and  maybe  ask  them  for  their 
permission?  We  hear  now  they're  going  to  throw  few  dollars  their  way. 
That's  not  what  the  Innu  want." 

Innu  demonstrators  from  Labrador  and  Quebec  showed  up  at  Churchill  Falls 
on  Monday,  March  9,  1998,  to  peacefully  protest  this  signing  by  Premiers 
Tobin  and  Bourchard  of  a new  proposal  to  develop  the  Lower  Churchill 
River.  They  gave  the  two  premiers  a surprise  welcome  they  did  not 
appreciate. 

Background:  The  Churchill  Falls  Hydro  Electric  Project  was  completed 
in  1974  and  resulted  in  the  creation  of  the  huge  Smallwood  reservoir  of 
6,700  km2,  flooding  important  Innu  hunting  lands  and  burial  sites. 
"Substantially  all"  of  the  5500  MW  generated  at  Churchill  Falls  is 
committed  to  Quebec  until  2041,  and  is  sold  at  a fraction  of  its  value. 
Hydro  Quebec  resells  much  of  this  power  to  the  US  for  enormous  profit, 
accounting  for  a large  percentage  of  its  total  export  revenue. 

Innu  Nation  President  Katie  Rich  and  Vice-President  Daniel  Ashini  can  be 
contacted  for  English-language  interviews.  Mamit  Innuat  spokespersons 
are  available  for  French-language  interviews. 

Contact:  1-600-700-2789  (satellite  phone). 


RE:  BC  Minister  on  Gustafsen  Lake 


Date:  Sun,  8 Mar  1998  16:36:10  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : BC  Minister  on  Gustafsen  Lake 

: - : - : - :S. I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
March  8,  1998  No  Copyright;  Reproduce  Freely 

NDP  MINISTER  NAMES  RCMP  "CENTRAL  PLAYER"  IN  GUSTAFSEN  CRISIS 

BC's  NDP  Minister  of  Intergovernmental  Affairs  Andrew  Petter  named  the 
RCMP  the  "central  player"  in  the  1995  Gustafsen  Lake  affair.  Petter  also 
deflected  responsibility  for  any  public  inquiry  into  the  1995  crisis  to 
the  federal  government  of  Canada.  "The  RCMP  was  probably  the  central 
player,"  said  the  BC  minister.  "The  provinces  do  not  have  the  authority  to 
make  Inquiries  into  the  conduct  of  the  RCMP.  If  there  were  to  be  such  an 
inquiry  it  would  come  more  from  the  federal  government." 

The  Gustafsen  issue  was  raised  during  a taping  for  CFUV  FM  102,  the 
University  of  Victoria's  radio  station,  during  an  interview  Thursday 
regarding  tuition  funding  and  appeared  to  catch  the  minister  off  guard. 

The  former  Minister  of  Aboriginal  Affairs  and  current  Minister  of 
Intergovernmental  Affairs  was  the  first  provincial  minister  to  break  the 
silence  on  the  Gustafsen  matter  and  the  growing  call  for  a public  inquiry. 
However  he  avoided  the  issue  of  the  BC  NDP  government's  central  role  in  the 
1995  armed  siege  of  Shuswap  traditionalists,  the  largest  paramilitary 
operation  in  Canadian  history. 

"I  guess  I'm  just  not  in  a position  where  I would  want  to  comment.  This 
is  a pretty  controversial  issue.  The  Attorney  General  of  the  Province  is 
closer  to  it  than  I am.  I don't  like  to  duck  questions,"  said  Petter,  "but 
I think  at  this  point  I will." 

Conversely,  Solicitor  General  of  Canada  Andy  Scott,  the  federal  minister 
responsible  for  the  RCMP,  has  said  that  questions  regarding  Gustafsen  Lake 
should  be  directed  at  the  province  of  BC.  In  a Dec.  5,  1997  reply  to  a 
letter  which  expressed  outrage  at  the  Gustafsen  affair,  Scott  wrote,  "the 
administration  of  justice  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  provincial 
governments...  These  matters  do  not  fall  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Solicitor  General  of  Canada." 

*GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  WAS  AN  INTERNATIONAL  DISGRACE* DEMAND  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  NOW* 
Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien: 

Room  309-S  Centre  Block,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  0A6  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211  Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email:  remote-printer.lean_Chretien@16139416900.iddd.tpc.int 
BC  Premier  Glen  Clark: 

Room  156  Parliament  Buildings,  Victoria,  BC  V8V  1X4  Canada 
Phone:  (250)  380-6506  Fax:  (250)  387-0087 
Email:  premier@gov.bc.ca 

For  more  information  on  Gustafsen  Lake,  visit: 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Wal-Mart"  

Date:  Sat,  07  Mar  1998  07:21:40 
From:  TN  AIM  <tnaim@usa . net> 

Subj:  Wal-Mart 

UUCP  email 

This  week,  3/7/98,  we  learned  that  35  graves  have  been  located.  12 
removals  have  been  completed  and  rumor  has  it  a 'giant'  was  found!  This 
individual's  stone  box  is  said  to  be  three  times  the  average  size.  However, 


these  35  located  graves  are  from  the  top  layer  of  a mound  said  not  to  exist. 
Further,  we  learned  that  this  mound  now  extends  about  a quarter  mile  to  the 
creek  site  originally  pled  in  the  court  hearing.  It  would  now  appear  that 
there  could  be  hundreds  of  graves  removed! 

The  US  has  declared  war,  the  war  on  drugs.  Our  understanding  is  that 
during  a time  of  war  the  non-compliance  with  an  Executive  Order  is 
considered  a treasonous  act.  Would  not  Tennessees'  refusal  to  comply  with 
Executive  Order  13007,  Indian  Sacred  sites  then  be  considered  a treasonous 
act? 

SEAL 

http : //www.darkstartechnologies . com/ seals/Wal-Mart . ht ml 

"RE : Hawaii  Amended  Petition  Notice"  

Date:  Sat,  7 Mar  1998  22:20:33  -1000 

From:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation . org> 

Subj : Amended  Petition  Notice  and  Statement  (fwd) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  6 Mar  1998  17:55:41  -1000 

From:  hookele@hookele.com 

Mailing  List:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation . org> 

Aloha, 

The  Office  of  Regent,  pro  tempore,  wishes  to  provide  the  following  Notice 
and  Statement  to  the  KMA  community. 

We  ask  in  support  of  the  Amended  Petition  that  you  forward  this  e-mail 
to  other  friend  and  allies  who  are  not  on  the  list,  including  parties  in 
Hawai'i,  the  United  States  and  around  the  world.  We  also  encourage  you  to 
cut  and  paste  this  file,  print  it  out,  and  mail  or  fax  it  to  any  parties 
you  believe  would  be  interested  in  receiving  it.  The  Public  Notification, 
including  the  contact  points,  is  designed  to  fit  on  two  pages  or  a single 
page  front  and  back,  and  the  attached  Statement  fits  on  one  page.  Please 
center  the  non-indented  lines,  which  are  the  title  headings. 

Our  office  is  handling  the  release  to  the  news  media.  If  there  is  any 
publication  that  you  feel  should  receive  these  documents,  please  inform  us 
at  the  contact  points  referenced  at  the  end  of  the  Press  Release. 

Regent,  pro  tempore,  David  Keanu  Sai,  Professor  Francis  Boyle,  and  their 
staffs  and  associates  are  presently  preparing  the  case  in  anticipation  of 
the  Supreme  Court  scheduling  the  first  Hearing  for  Case  no.  97-969. 

A website  focused  on  these  activities  and  the  legal  process  of  restoring 
the  Constitutional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  is  nearing 
completion.  An  announcement  of  the  website  with  another  update  will  be 
made  when  the  site  is  finished  and  released  for  public  release.  This  will 
occur  some  time  prior  to  the  March  23  response  by  the  Court. 

We  are  also  actively  raising  funds  to  support  the  costs  of  the  growing 
legal  services  team  and  related  activities  such  as  document  and  videotape 
publishing,  the  outreach  network,  computer  equipment  and  the  staging  of 
upcoming  events.  Please  have  anyone  interested  in  this  regard  contact  the 
Office  of  the  Regent  at  the  contact  points  below. 

We  welcome  all  support  as  a means  to  restore  our  Country. 

Mahalo, 

Kau'i  P.  Goodhue, 

Aide  to  the  Regent,  pro  tempore 
ENC:  2 Page  Public  Notice, 

1 Page  Statement  by  the  Regent,  pro  tempore. 

Address  replies  to: 

The  Office  of  the  Regent,  pro  tempore 
The  Constitutional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom 
850  Richards  Street,  Suite  600A,  Honolulu,  Hawai'i,  96813 
Phone:  (808)  538-3997  and  Fax:  (808)  526-1991 
E-mail:  regenthk@lava.net,  cc:  hookele@hookele.com. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

~ A Public  Notification  Document  ~ 
from  The  Office  of  the  Regent,  pro  tempore 


The  Constitutional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom 
on  March  6,  1998  regarding: 

"The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  will  meet  a third  time  to  arrive  at  a decision 
regarding  the  "Petition  for  Writ  of  Mandamus/'  docket  no.  97-969, 
concerning  the  reassertion  of  the  legal  and  rightful  existence  of  the 
Constitutional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom." 

"Puerto  Rico  is  now  being  offered  an  option  to  choose  independence;  why 
was  Hawai'i  denied  this  option  one  hundred  years  ago  this  Duly  7,  1998?" 

On  December  11,  1997,  a Petition  for  Writ  of  Mandamus  (Petition)  was 
docketed  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  as  case  no.  97-969,  by 
David  Keanu  Sai,  Regent,  pro  tempore  (Petitioner),  of  the  Constitutional 
Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom.  That  pursuant  to  the  rules  set  forth 
in  the  United  States  Civil  Procedure  under  Title  28,  section  1651,  United 
States  Code,  and  in  compliance  with  the  Treaty  of  Friendship,  Commerce  and 
Navigation,  signed  in  1850,  between  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  Petition  seeks  an  order  by  the  Court  to  mandate  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  "...Acknowledge  the  treaty  obligations 
of  the  United  States  of  America  as  mandated  under  Article  VI,  Section  2, 
United  States  Constitution...  Immediately  execute  the  laws  of  the  Hawaiian 
Kingdom. .. require  all  officers  under  the  government  of  the  State  of 
Hawai'i  and  its  municipal  corporations  to  sign  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the 
Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom. . .guaranty  that  all  Hawaiian  laws  and 
Constitutional  principles  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  shall  be  in  force  until 
amended  by  the  legislative  council  to  be  hereafter  convened...,"  unless 
the  President  or  his  counsel  can  oppose  the  facts  stated  in  the  Petition, 
and  show  cause  why  an  order  by  the  Court  should  not  be  granted  to  the 
Petitioner. 

On  Danuary  9th,  1998,  one  day  before  its  Danuary  10th  deadline  to 
respond,  the  Solicitor  General  of  the  United  States,  Seth  P.  Waxman,  the 
United  States'  top  lawyer,  on  behalf  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief  Executive, 
filed  a "waiver"  with  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  response  to  the  Petition, 
thereby  waiving  the  U.S.  Government's  right  to  respond  to  the  Petition. 
Leonard  Scheitman,  an  attorney  in  the  Civil  Division  of  the  Solicitor 
General's  Office  cited  that  this  was  done  because  the  Executive  Office  was 
"unable  to  formulate  a response  regarding  the  Petition.  When  asked  to 
explain  the  effect  of  filing  a "waiver,"  Scheitman  responded  "...it  is  up 
to  them  (Supreme  Court)  to  resolve  it,  ...then  let  us  know." 

On  February  16,  1998  "A  Motion  to  Amend  the  Petition  for  Writ  of 
Mandamus"  was  filed  with  the  Supreme  Court  which  supplied  additional  facts 
strengthening  and  supporting  the  original  Petition.  The  Motion  to  Amend 
the  Petition  was  initially  rejected  by  Supreme  Court  Deputy  Clerk  Francis 
Lorson,  citing  that  "...there  was  no  rule  to  amend  a petition  once  the 
respondent  had  filed  a response."  However,  the  Petitioner  in  response 
pointed  out  to  the  Deputy  Clerk  that  in  accordance  with  rule  15  of  the 
Federal  Rules  of  Civil  Procedure,  a "waiver"  does  not  qualify  as  a 
responsive  pleading,  and  as  such,  the  Petitioner  has  the  legal  right  to 
amend  the  original  Petition.  The  Motion  to  Amend  the  Petition  was 
thereupon  accepted  by  the  Court  and  placed  on  the  docket.  The  Amended 
Petition  is  scheduled  to  be  reviewed  by  the  Court  on  March  20,  1998,  in  a 
special  conference.  The  results  of  this  special  conference  will  be  made 
public  by  10:15  a.m.  EST,  March  23,  1998. 

To  further  substantiate  the  seriousness  and  support  of  the  Petition  for 
Writ  of  Mandamus  now  before  the  Supreme  Court,  George  N.  Featheran,  a 
private  subject  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  on  February  17,  1998,  filed  with 
the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  over  5,000  signatures  from  Hawaiian 
subjects  and  citizens  of  the  following  countries;  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom, 
the  Republic  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  Empire  of  Dapan,  the 
Republic  of  Formosa  (Taiwan),  the  Republic  of  Korea,  the  nation  of  Canada, 
the  Swiss  Confederation  (Switzerland),  the  islands  referred  to  as  French 
Polynesia,  Rapanui  (Easter  Island),  the  nation  of  New  Zealand,  the  Kingdom 
of  Sweden  and  the  United  Kingdom,  demanding  that  the  Court  hear  the 
Petition.  Appended  to  these  signatures  were  copies  of  21,000  signatures  of 
Hawaiian  subjects  and  resident  aliens  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  acquired 
from  the  National  Archives  and  Records  Administration  in  Washington,  D.C. 
These  signatures  were  filed  by  the  signatories  in  1897  with  the  U.S. 


Senate  as  a protest  against  the  attempted  annexation  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  by  the  United  States.  Due  to  their  efforts,  the  Treaty  of 
Annexation  of  1897  failed  to  receive  the  required  2/3 ' s majority  vote  by 
the  U.S.  Senate  and  therefore,  it  was  nullified. 

On  the  weekend  of  February  20,  1998,  and  again  on  the  weekend  of 
February  27,  the  Petition  went  before  the  nine  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  for  review  and  discussion  without  their  being  able  to  render  a 
decision  or  response. 

Francis  Anthony  Boyle,  a Professor  of  Law  at  the  University  of  Illinois 
at  Urbana/Champaign,  is  serving  as  the  legal  advisor  of  record  to  the 
Petitioner  on  case  no.  97-969.  Professor  Boyle  supports  the  Petitioner 
David  Keanu  Sai ' s position  of  representing  himself  and  the  Constitutional 
Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  in  pro  se,  in  order  to  protect  the 
authentic  nature  of  the  representation  of  the  case. 

Professor  Boyle,  a Harvard  ID/  Ph.D.  in  International  Law  and  the  author 
of  several  books  on  the  subject,  has  in  the  past  served  in  such  roles  as 
Lawyer  for  the  President  of  Bosnia/Herzegovina  before  the  International 
Court  of  Justice  and  advised  Palestine  in  the  successful  declaration  and 
development  of  their  independent  nation  state.  In  his  support  of  the 
Petition,  Boyle  has  stressed  the  ability  of  the  power  of  the  law  to 
overrule  public  opinion,  and  that  the  restoration  of  the  Constitutional 
Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  operating  under  its  own  laws,  provides 
a legally  defensible  foundation  upon  which  Hawaiians  can  use  the  law  to 
restore  their  rights  and  assets. 

According  to  Boyle:  "This  is  a real  case  of  David  against  Goliath.  The 
fact  that  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  would  meet  on  three  separate 
occasions  to  consider  his  Amended  Petition  disproves  the  canard  put  out  by 
legal  apologists  for  the  State  of  Hawaii  government  that  Mr.  Sai's 
Petition  is  without  merit.  Certainly,  if  we  were  arguing  this  case  before 
the  International  Court  of  Justice,  we  would  win.  In  these  original 
jurisdiction  proceedings,  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  is  supposed  to 
be  sitting  as  an  international  court  administering  the  law  of  nations; 
that  is  international  law.  If  the  Justices  on  the  Supreme  Court  continue 
to  perform  their  examination  of  Mr.  Sai's  Amended  Petition  in  a fair  and 
conscientious  manner,  as  they  have  done  so  far,  we  should  be  able  to  get 
a formal  Hearing  before  the  Court  on  Mr.  Sai's  claims.  That  will  be  a 
major  step  towards  the  restoration  of  the  Independent  Nation  State  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Hawaii  that  was  illegally  stolen  from  the  Native  Hawaiian 
People  by  the  Executive  Branch  of  the  United  States  government  with  the 
approval  of  the  United  States  Congress.  We  are  all  hopeful  that  the  Third 
Branch  established  under  the  United  States  Constitution- -the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  itself  --will  do  the  right  thing  for  the  Native  Hawaiians 
and  the  Kingdom  of  Hawai'i.  Aloha." 

The  Petitioner  can  be  reached  at:  The  Office  of  the  Regent,  pro  tempore. 
The  Constitutional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  850  Richards  Street, 
Suite  600A,  Honolulu,  Hawai'i,  96813.  Phone:  (808)  538-3997,  Fax:  (808) 
526-1991,  and  E-mail:  regenthk@lava.net,  cc:  hookele@hookele.com. 

Professor  Francis  A.  Boyle  can  be  reached  at:  UIUC  Law  Building,  504  E. 
Pennsylvania  Ave.  Champaign,  111.  61820,  Phone:  217-333-7954,  Fax: 
217-244-1478,  E-mail:  fboyle@law.uiuc.edu 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

David  Keanu  Sai,  Regent,  pro  tempore  of  the  Constitutional  Government  of 
the  Hawaiian  Kingdom,  has  prepared  the  following  additional  statement 
regarding  the  Amended  Petition: 

"The  United  States'  purported  annexation  of  Hawai'i  rests  solely  on 
Joint  Resolution  no.  55,  enacted  on  July  7,  1898.  This  resolution  is  an 
internal  piece  of  U.S.  legislation.  Its  force  and  effect  still  today  ends 
at  the  territorial  borders  of  the  United  States.  The  jurisdiction  of  U.S. 
law  did  not  then  and  does  not  now  extend  two  thousand-five  hundred  miles 
across  the  Pacific  Ocean  just  because  the  U.S.  Congress  says  that  it  does. 
By  comparison,  the  U.S.  Government  cannot  now  annex  any  foreign  country  by 
passing  internal  legislation,  just  as  it  could  not  legally  do  so  in  1898. 

So  why  is  it  that  we  now  see  the  United  States  considering  annexing  Puerto 
Rico  as  a state,  and  Puerto  Rico,  according  to  International  Law,  is 
provided  the  option  of  independence,  while  this  option,  on  multiple 


instances,  was  denied  the  Hawaiian  people?  A joint  resolution  is  not  a 
Treaty.  The  Treaty  of  Friendship,  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  1850  between 
the  Hawaiian  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  was  never  terminated.  It 
therefore  legally  remains  in  force  to  this  day. 

U.S.  Public  Law  103-150,  the  "Apology  Bill,"  was  signed  into  law  by 
President  Clinton  in  October,  1993.  In  the  St.  Thomas  Law  Review, 

Professor  Boyle  accounted  in  detail  how  the  overthrow  of  the  Hawaiian 
Constitutional  Government  was  "illegal."  This  is  why  the  U.S.  was 
compelled  by  its  conscience  to  offer  this  formal  apology  as  an  act  of  law. 

Lodging  the  Petition  for  Writ  of  Mandamus  in  the  Supreme  Court  provides 
Hawaiian  subjects  with  the  opportunity  to  demonstrate  these  facts 
according  to  the  law  before  the  scrutiny  of  the  international  community,  a 
community  which  features  many  countries  having  relationships  with  the 
United  States  based  on  similar  treaties.  We  can  all  rest  assured  that 
none  of  these  nations  would  be  willing  to  consider  the  possibility  of  any 
other  country  annexing  them  by  merely  passing  an  internal  resolution.  The 
Office  of  the  Regent  in  forming  this  Amended  Petition  is  intent  on  using 
the  law  to  restore  the  Constitutional  Government  of  the  Hawaiian  Kingdom 
to  an  operational  status.  This  will  be  done  irrespective  of  the  positive 
or  negative  outcome  of  the  Supreme  Court  deliberations.  We  intend  to 
restore  and  operate  this  government  in  order  to  reform  it  to  a 
contemporary  state  of  vigor  in  a manner  compliant  with  the  provisions  to 
do  so  in  accordance  with  our  own  laws  and  the  law  of  nations.  This  will 
be  done  through  such  activities  as  the  reinstating  of  our  Electorate  and 
the  re-convening  of  the  Hawaiian  House  of  Representatives. 

In  terms  of  reflecting  on  the  viability  of  our  efforts  to  achieve  our 
just  objectives,  we  invite  all  parties  to  consider  why  it  is  that  the 
statue  of  Dustice  atop  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  is  blindfolded.  The  law  is 
supposed  to  be  objective,  and  therefore,  unaffected  by  public  opinion, 
however  well  funded  and  historically  entrenched  that  opinion  may  be.  The 
law,  if  it  is  understood  and  intelligently  and  diligently  exercised, 
provides  a viable  path  for  the  remedies  of  restitution  and  a guaranteed 
process  for  the  review  and  deliberation  of  the  unjust  and  destructive 
actions  perpetrated  on  all  Hawaiian  subjects  and  their  descendants  over 
the  last  century.  Once  the  remedy  is  understood,  according  to  the  law, 
the  transition  can  begin. 

Hawaiian  Kingdom  Law  is  the  foundation  upon  which  the  future  for  both 
native  and  non-native  subjects,  can  be  made  secure  and  safe.  An 
independent  Hawai'i,  for  many  reasons,  will  be  far  more  vibrant  than  the 
failing  economy  of  the  State  of  Hawai'i.  Balance  and  harmony  are  better 
for  the  mainstay  of  the  tourism  industry,  better  for  our  beloved  lands, 
our  aina,  and  for  the  spirit.  Harmony  rather  than  discord  speaks  more 
invitingly  to  international  commerce.  Most  people  in  Hawai'i  knew  the  day 
would  come  when  this  longstanding  issue  would  be  deliberated  at  the 
appropriate  levels  and  resolved  once  and  for  all.  We  knew  this  because 
the  scope  of  the  struggle  and  injustices  associated  with  this  situation 
are  so  immense,  so  unreasonable  and  so  unnecessary,  that  it  is  only 
logical  that  what  was  made  wrong,  will  at  some  point  have  to  be  made  right. 

That  day  has  now  come." 

— end  forwarded  text 
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"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE : Clothing  Drive"  

Date:  Wed,  04  Mar  1998  09:50:06  -0500 

From:  Rebecca  Durbin  <rdurbin@uoft02.utoledo.edu> 

Subj : news  letter  article.. 


UUCP  email 


heya  can  you  please  put  this  in  your  newspaper? 

CLOTHING  DRIVE: 

Native  American  Student  Association  at  The  University  of  Toledo 
is  currently  collecting  any  clothing  for  a clothing  drive  to  send  to 
various  reservations . 

So  far  we  have  sent  tons  of  clothing  to  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

If  anyone  has  any  donations  they  would  liek  to  contribute  towards  our  drive 
please  reach  me  either  by  email, or  reach  us  by  mail. 

Here  is  my  email  address: rdurbin@uoft02.utoledo.edu 
NASA's  Mailing  Address  is: 

Native  American  Student  Association 

The  University  of  Toledo 

2801  W.  Bancroft 

The  Student  Union  Building 

Boxl47 

Toledo, Ohio 

43606 

*Please  no  ripped  or  torn  clothing, only  good  clothing* 

Please  visit  our  website 

at : http: //www. geocities . com/CollegePark/Campus/3600/utoledo2. html 
wopida  ni'ye  koda, 

Rebecca  M. Durbin 

(vice-president  & Founder  of  Native  American  Student  Association) 

"RE : Reply  to  3.  C.  York  Letter"  

From:  "mel  rasmussen"  <melr-nap@laplaza .org> 

Date:  Mon,  9 Mar  1998  15:38:07  -0700 

Subj : Reply  to  3.C.  York  letter  to  the  editor 

UUCP  email 

Mr.  Gary  Night  Owl: 

Here  is  a letter  to  the  editor  for  you. 

Mel  Rasmussen 

aka.  Ask  Your  Grandpa 

Letter  to  the  Editor: 

Boozhoo,  Niilii: 

Recently,  I was  reading  your  rag  and  came  across  the  comments  written  by 
a D.C.  York.  It  struck  me  as  interesting  that  someone  would  find  fault 
with  your  approach  to  journalism.  Having  written  a few  articles  myself, 

I felt  it  is  imperative  to  respond  to  his,  in  my  opinion,  attack  upon  your 
credibility. 

The  first  point  is  in  the  viewing  of  all  information.  If  parties  refuse 
to  respond  to  an  issue  then  you  will  only  have  one  side.  There  are  enough 
other  rags  out  there  who  espouse  the  dogma  of  the  times  and  work  hard  at 
taking  down  and  belittling  the  views  of  the  Indigenous  survivors  in  this 
land  we  call  "Turtle  Island." 

Your  approach  is  correct  as  it  allows  all  to  voice  their  views.  So  it 
is  when  we  sit  in  council  and  discuss  an  issue.  The  circle  is  filled  and 
all  who  have  something  to  speak  are  given  that  right  as  it  is  the  right  of 
being  a human  being.  All  will  be  heard  before  there  is  concenus  on  an 
issue.  Such  it  is  with  your  paper.  Never  lose  sight  of  this,  continue 
with  your  format  and  give  the  people  the  vehicle  to  speak  from  their 
hearts . 

The  second  point  forgotten  by  3.C.  York  is  the  view  of  perspectives. 

There  are  many  perspective  to  this  world.  If  you  only  view  an  object  in 
the  center  of  a circle  form  one  point,  you  will  have  a limited  view  of 
what  this  object  is.  You  have  to  move  all  around  the  circle  throughout 
the  360  degrees  of  its  existence  to  view  the  object  in  its  entirety  to 
understand  it.  Without  this  view,  there  is  the  limiting  view  of  the 
current  view  of  the  world  by  most  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  one  that  is 


linear,  analytical,  and  limiting  in  nature.  It  does  not  allow  for  the 
views  of  others,  and  will  suppress,  destroy,  and  eliminate  all  who 
question  the  prevailing  mind-set  of  society.  It  does  not  allow  room  for 
knowledge  or  for  a people  who  follow  the  nature  of  the  world  and  how  it  is 
viewed.  Kind  of  smacks  of  "Manifest  Destiny",  doesn't  it.  Let's  keep 
those  dirty  ole'  blanket  asses  on  their  rez's  and  just  forget  about  them. 
WRONG! ! We  are  still  here  as  a people  and  now  the  dominant  society  is 
realizing  that  there  is  something  to  offer  from  the  Nations  who  were  here 
first . 

The  third  point  that  must  be  looked  at  is  the  one  concerning  the 
"traditions  and  practices  of  various  nations  and  the  bizarre  amalgamation 
of  generic  'Indian'  practices  which  characterize  so  called  'New  Age 
Philosophy'".  This  is  a bug-a-boo  in  many  ways  and  should  not  be 
overlooked  lightly  as  it  concerns  many  traditions  and  tribes,  both  here  on 
Turtle  Island"  and  abroad.  It  is  part  of  a malaise  that  affect  society 
and  more  specifically  the  Chamokaman.  It  is  a part  of  cultural  diversity 
and  influences  all  aspects  of  life.  It  is  inter-connected. 

I have  written  about  this  issue  and  think  you  should  hear  it  now. 

"Cultural  diversity  is  a hard  thing  to  address  in  the  ten  second  society 
who  has  been  spoon  fed  with  the  stories  of  Daniel  Boone,  Natty  Bumbo,  or 
Red  Ryder  and  Little  Beaver.  A perfect  example  of  this  type  of 
understanding  was  pictured  in  a cartoon  recently.  It  showed  a white 
tourist,  talking  to  a drum  group  at  a pow  wow.  The  caption  stated,  "Gee, 
that  was  great,  but  do  you  know  any  Dohnny  Mathis  tunes?" 

Perhaps  we  are  stuck  with  the  age  old  idea  that  all  of  our  products  are 
art  and  not  anything  else.  Perhaps  we  must  be  forced  into  those  confines 
for  the  sake  of  convenience  in  the  world  of  the  ten  second  sound  bite. 

But  regardless  of  the  direction,  whether  it  be  a lower  case  native 
American  from  lower  Manhattan  or  a up0per  case  Native  American  from  the 
world.  The  letters  are  all  the  same.  Maybe  we  can  learn  from  this  lesson 
that  we  need  the  letters  and  the  words  in  order  to  teach  one  another.  We 
all  march  to  different  drums.  But  the  bottom  line  is  this.  Yes,  we  are 
all  related. 

These  articles  are  an  example  of  a societal  breakdown  of  ethics, 
responsibility,  and  understanding.  The  resulting  turmoil  with  today's 
society  is  directly  related  to  this  point  of  view  and  way  of  life.  The 
breakdown  of  society's  mores'  is  based  upon  this  individualism, 
materialism,  and  centralization  of  control  and  power.  The  lack  of  concern 
of  the  natural  order  of  community  and  its  concenus  of  thought  and 
understanding  has  been  damaging  to  the  nation's,  no,  the  world's  overall 
psyche.  In  essence,  the  dominant  society  has  lost  its  ability  to  center 
and  focus. 

It  is  adrift  on  the  sea  of  time. 

The  dominant  society  with  its  set  socio-economic  order  has  lost  touch 
with  its  roots.  It  has  lost  touch  with  its  own  purpose  of  creation  and 
birth,  yet  alone  its  beginnings.  It  has  given  its  spirit  to  an  unnatural 
way  of  life  that  is  linear  and  materialistic  in  nature. 

Two  such  examples  are  the  points  of  religion  and  its  interpretations  and 
the  gathering  of  wealth.  It  has  been  touched  upon  briefly  but  must  be 
expanded  within  the  context  of  the  understanding  of  community  and  self. 

But  first  let  us  digress  to  this  point  of  being  centered  and  in  balance. 
It  must  first  come  from  within  one's  self.  It  must  come  from  the  heart. 
Without  this  balance  it  is  impossible  to  see  the  forest  for  the  trees. 
Balance  comes  from  many  parts. 

We  come  from  two  parts  that  must  be  in  balance.  One  is  our  female  half 
given  to  us  by  our  mothers.  The  second  half  is  our  male  part,  given  to  us 
by  our  father.  Each  half  when  it  comes  together  to  give  us  life,  must  be 
in  balance.  Without  balance,  we  are  out  of  touch,  out  of  sequence,  out  of 
phase,  or  more  succinctly,  not  wrapped  to  tight. 

We  are  given  this  balance  in  the  beginning.  But  for  some  reason  or 
another,  the  current  social  standards,  education,  and  existing  linear  way 
of  life,  changes,  impacts  our  learning,  knowledge,  and  the  life  force 
direction.  People  become  all  screwed  up  because  of  these  influences. 

If  you  have  too  much  male  energy,  or  as  my  lady  says,  testosterone 
energy,  you  become  Doe  Dock.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  have  too  much 


female  energy,  you  become  Sister  Mary  Butch.  Ya  gots  to  have  balance! 

Even  jocks  got  to  learn  to  eat  Quiche  and  to  sew  too.  Yet  alone  learn  to 
be  able  to  have  feelings  and  to  cry  also.  Even  females  have  to  be  able  to 
stand  up  and  have  a pair  that  clank.  Without  this  balance  you  cannot 
become  whole  and  understand  ourselves  or  the  world  around  us. 

When  the  individual  is  able  to  look  within  themselves  and  find  this 
balance  they  will  be  able  to  perceive  and  understand  all  of  the  teachings 
and  gifts  that  have  been  place  in  front  of  them.  Both  the  good  and  the 
bad.  Or  the  dark  and  the  light,  as  it  is  described  by  some.  There  is  a 
dual  existence  of  knowledge.  It  is  the  choice  of  the  individual  to  delve 
into  whatever  stuff  he  or  she  wants.  But  let  it  be  known  that  if  you  do 
mess  with  the  dark  stuff,  it  will  take  your  spirit  and  destroy  you.  Take 
your  choice. 

Whatever  you  do  will  be  on  your  karma.  All  we  can  do  is  offer  you  the 
teachings  and  the  knowledge.  Do  as  you  will,  but  let  it  not  harm  others. 

This  extension  of  the  two  parts  of  balance  is  further  seen  when  you 
bring  it  into  relationship.  When  a couple  forms  a bond  it  must  be  with 
harmony  and  conjunction.  In  other  words,  both  parts  must  complement  and 
fit  together  completely.  Without  this  balance  and  meshing  of  their 
spirits,  minds,  and  bodies,  there  is  disharmony. 

This  balance  extends  from  personal  self,  to  couples,  to  families,  and  to 
communities.  It  is  all  pervasive  in  the  world. 

The  days  of  the  good  ole'  boys,  the  macho  man,  mano  y mano,  macho-woman, 
femo-man,  femo-woman,  gay  bashing,  lesbian  gashing,  anti-feminism,  anti- 
machoism,  anti-woman,  anti-man,  anti-  kids,  anti-parents,  anti-anything 
are  unacceptable.  We  cannot  continue  with  this  way  of  life.  It  is  too 
deadly  to  the  natural  order  of  life  as  it  creates  a disjunctive  spirit, 
mind,  and  body,  it  is  very  deadly  to  the  community  and  its  way  of  life. 

This  dysfunctional  malaise  and  lack  of  balance  and  by  extension,  a 
breakdown  of  beliefs,  is  a major  cause  of  the  chaos  within  today's  society. 

People  have  lost  their  ability  to  co  communicate  with  their  Creator. 

Call  him  God,  Allah,  lahwah,  Desus  Christ,  Gaia,  or  whatever,  it  has  been 
given  to  someone  else  to  handle.  The  dominant  society  has  lost  their 
ability  to  talk  and  communicate  with  their  Creator.  They  have  lost  their 
telephone  up-down  link  to  their  god.  Imagine  that  in  today's  society  of 
mass  communications  and  sophisticated  telecommunications.  I guess 
cellular  phones  don't  cut  it  anymore. 

This  function  was  given  to  the  priests,  rabbis,  ministers,  popes,  and 
bishops  who  now  dictate  what  is  correct  and  proper.  People  go  to  their 
churches  once  a week  for  an  hour  and  go  out  and  sin  like  hell  after  that. 
They  have  given  their  time  to  their  Creator  and  now  it  is  time  to  go  party 
and  make  money  for  their  material  existence. 

This  is  the  pattern  of  the  religions  that  were  brought  to  Turtle  Island. 
These  religions  are  foreign  here  and  their  use  here  was  not  checked  out 
nor  approved  by  the  ancestors  and  spirits  of  this  land.  Its  existence 
here  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  ways  of  Turtle  Island  and  its 
inhabitants . 

This  conflict  is  the  subject  of  many  books  and  stories.  The  legacy  of 
today's  society  is  wrought  with  the  destruction  of  this  country's 
inhabitants.  The  exiting  thing  about  this  move  to  dominate  and  destroy 
this  way  of  life  is  that  it  didn't  succeed.  After  some  five  hundred  years 
of  domination  and  trying  to  subjugate,  exterminate,  assimilate,  and 
destroy  the  heathen  godless  savage,  we  still  exist. 

Now  the  times  have  seemed  to  change  for  the  First  Nations.  There  is  a 
driving  force  by  the  dominant  society  to  seek  out  and  find  their  roots  and 
walk  in  a good  way.  People  in  this  dominant  society  seem  to  be  lost  and 
wandering  around. 

There  has  been  a burst  in  the  New  Age  Yuppie  syndrome  of  exploring  for 
what  is  lost.  "Let's  find  a quick  fix!!"  Whether  it  be  from  the  likes  of 
the  PTL  Club  on  one  end  of  the  spectrum  to  Reverend  Ike  on  the  other  end. 
People  are  becoming  IOWAN 's  in  a big  way.  Oh  yes,  the  definition  for  IOWA 
is,  "Idiots  Out  Wandering  Around." 

In  Injun  Country  we  are  seeing  these  individuals,  the  crystal  toters 
showing  up  at  our  pow-wows,  ceremonies,  sun  dances,  sweat  lodges,  and 
sacred  sites  across  the  land.  They  are  looking  for  the  instant  fix  and 


gratification  of  their  self  identity  and  lost  ways. 

The  same  is  true  of  the  increase  in  the  new-age  search  for  self  and  the 
exploration  of  the  older  pagan  religions  of  their  world.  The  word  pagan 
should  not  be  viewed  with  the  negative  context  as  the  Christian  mind-set 
and  its  controlling  influences  would  have  one  believe.  When  viewed  from 
their  true  roots,  it  is  evident  to  see  their  religious  practices  and 
beliefs  were  based  on  earth  based  philosophy  and  cosmology.  You  have  to 
find  your  roots  first. 

However,  the  true  problem  comes  when  the  new-agers  start  mixing 
traditions  and  confusing  their  paths  with  the  bells  and  spells  approach  of 
Magick.  This  is  an  unacceptable  quick  fix  that  endangers  the  very  spirit 
of  the  individual  who  dabbles  with  this  knowledge.  It  will  take  their 
spirit  and  destroy  them. 

There  are  people  who  cast  these  spells  and  open  doors  that  are  best  left 
untouched.  They  do  it  because  the  knowledge  for  this  is  written  and 
practiced  by  some.  Once  these  doors  are  open,  they  don't  know  how  to 
close  it  or  just  don't  give  a damn  if  they6  do  or  not.  When  this  occurs, 
things  are  brought  out  and  the  damage  starts. 

We  see  the  same  activities  with  the  Chamokaman  when  he  misuses  our 
ceremonies  and  teachings.  We  see  the  problems  and  destruction  that  occurs 
from  the  misuses  of  our  sacreds  and  practices.  When  it  happens,  it 
becomes  the  problem  of  our  community,  as  a whole,  to  clean  up  the  mess. 
This  gets  a little  old  with  time,  so  there  is  a certain  validity  to  the 
mistrust  and  suspicion  of  the  Chamokaman  coming  to  our  ceremonies  seeking 
and  demanding  answers.  In  some  instances,  it  is  down  right  hilarious  and 
pitiful . 

The  saddest  part  is  the  books,  charms,  classes,  giving  of  names  for 
money,  ceremonies  and  inductions  for  money,  and  the  false  hope  for  finding 
one's  true  inner  self  by  buying  this  garbage.  I don't  know  where  to  draw 
the  line  anymore.  It  has  become  a big  business  and  is  out  of  control 
Something  is  going  to  fall  down  soon  and  I sure  as  hell  don't  want  to  be 
underneath  or  near  it  when  it  splatters  out  across  the  world.  But  I 
suppose  drum  making  classes  with  Bobby  Do  Running  Bear,  Hare  Krishna, 
Crystal  Mo-Do,  Rainbow  Warrior,  Seneca  Rainbow  Wolf  Clan,  Tsalagi  Dance  of 
Life,  spell  casting,  and  going  skyclad  are  your  gig  then  go  for  it  and  do 
it . 

You  all  missed  the  boat.  You  are  locked  up  in  ritual  and  bells  and 
spells  and  have  not  looked  into  your  hearts  and  at  the  world  around  you. 

I get  real  tired  when  I hear  that  some  Chamoke  says  he  is  going  to  have  a 
sweat  lodge  and  he  was  given  this  right  to  run  it  because  he  read  the 
books  and  sat  in  circle  with  Running  Fool  of  the  Fugawe  tribe,  who  was  the 
32nd  degree  grand  poobah  of  the  Rainbow  Nation.  Give  me  a break,  people. 

I think  your  elevator  doesn't  quite  go  all  the  way  to  the  top  floor.  If 
it  even  gets  off  the  first  floor,  you're  lucky. 

Here  is  a true  story  about  this  kind  of  individual.  I was  talking  to  a 
friend  of  mine  who  was  at  a Sundance  in  South  Dakota  recently.  He  told 
that  he  had  run  into  a group  of  Chamoke 's  who  were  bragging  about  this 
being  their  fifth  Sundance  they  had  been  to  that  summer. 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Mar  18  14:46:58  1998 
Date:  Tue,  17  Mar  1998  19:23:33  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.012 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Flawaii  Nation  Info,  Big  Mountain,  Innu-L, 
Nat-Film  & Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native; 
http : / /www. yellow stone. net /news paper /news020298 . htm 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


No  tribe  has  the  right  to  sell,  even  to  each  other,  much  less  to 
strangers.  Sell  a country!  Why  not  sell  the  air,  the  great  sea,  as 
well  as  the  earth?  Didn't  the  Great  Spirit  make  them  all  for  the  use 
of  his  children?  The  way,  the  only  way  to  stop  this  evil  is  for  the 
red  man  to  unite  in  claiming  a common  and  equal  right  in  the  land,  as 
it  was  first,  and  should  be  now,  for  it  was  never  divided." 

_ Chief  Tecumseh,  Shawnee 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

It  is  once  again  powwow  and  festival  season.  Make  it  a good  one.  Make 
it  a practice  to  meet  singers  and  dancers  from  other  nations.  Learn  what 
is  happening  with  their  People.  Carry  this  knowledge  to  your  own  circles. 

The  more  we  understand  and  love  one  another  the  more  difficult  it  will 
be  to  divide  us  and  use  that  division  to  steal  more  land,  take  more  ceremony 
and  dehumanize  us  with  stereotypes  and  history  lessons  that  lie. 

We  cannot  continue  to  help  the  dominant  society  answer  "The  Indian 
Question" . 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Date:  Thu,  12  Mar  1998  21:36:43  -0600 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTFIERNNET.COM> 

Subj : Anishinaabe  Elder  celebrates  100th  birthday 

Emma  Bear,  the  oldest  living  enrolled  member  of  the  Leech  Lake  Band  of 
Ojibwe  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  celebrated  her  100th  birthday  in 
February.  Emma  never  knew  the  actual  date  of  her  birth,  but  knows  it  was 
in  February  1898.  She  was  born  in  Boy  River  and  lived  a number  of  years  at 
an  Ojibwe  village  on  Lake  13. 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

I have  exchanged  email  with  3.  C.  York  regarding  Grandfather  Rasmussen's 
response  to  his  article  seeking  less  strident  attitudes  and  advised  him 
there  would  be  one  more  short  response  in  this  issue.  Fie  has  been  gracious 
in  his  understanding  and  agrees  we  can  all  learn  from  what  has  been  said, 
and  that  there  is  no  purpose  served  in  rebuttals  and  disclaimers. 

With  that  I will  share  Thomas  Dorsey's  response  and  my  reply  to  him. 

Date:  13  Mar  98  13:26  EDT 

From:  DORSEY . TH0MAS_3  +@AL BANY . VA . GOV 

lust  a comment  from  an  Indian,  absolutely  outstanding  effort,  I find  no 
faults  with  either  your  editorial  policy  nor  your  inclusions  to  the 
issues . 

Unfortunately  militancy  is  an  unavoidable  attitude  in  response  to 
generations  of  adversity  and  will  present  itself  in  any  venue  which 
Indian  history,  hopes  or  current  situations  are  set  forth. 

I have,  since  discovering  the  newsletter  enjoyed,  read  and  often  quoted 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


many  of  the  articles.  I have  also  taken  pride  in  such  an  obviously  Indian 
effort . 

Dust  thought  since  you  said  you've  gotten  some  critical  notes  you'd  like 
some  laudatory  thoughts. 

You  have  my  permission  to  pass  this  on  to  whomsoever  you  please. 

On:  na  - Tom  Dorsey,  Onondaga  ( Turtle  Clan  ) 

Date:  Fri,  13  Mar  1998  11:04:10  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars> 


Wado  for  the  kind  words.  The  credit  for  Wotanging  Ikche/Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya/ 
Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  belongs  to  those  who  write  the  articles  and  to 
Creator,  who  guides  me.  For  them,  I thank  you. 

I also  thank  you  for  granting  me  permission  to  share  your  words.  I don't 
need  to  hold  them  up  as  a trophy,  but  rather  to  open  a few  eyes  to  the 
feelings  that  run  deep  in  Indian  hearts.  It's  hard  to  ignore  the  IHS 
sterilizations  and  other  forms  of  cultural  and  actual  genocide. 

Dohiyi!  gary 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/ww\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Spirit  Talk  Press,  The  Blackfoot  Nation,  Post  Office  Box  390, 

Browning,  Montana  USA  59417  seeks  articles  written  by  Indians  on  the 
subject  "Honoring  the  Grandfather  Spirit".  The  1500  word  articles  are  due 
immediately.  Please  send  copies,  not  original  work.  There  will  be  a fee  paid 
of  to  those  whose  work  is  accepted  for  publication. 

We  are  not  a federal  agency  so  we  are  not  defining  "Indian"  as 
those  whose  degree  of  Indian  blood  has  to  be  that  used  by  the  racist  U.S. 
Government  to  determine  who  is  an  Indian. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte.net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

3.20.1975  Stacy  Cotter  - shot  to  death  in  an  ambush  at  Manderson. 

No  investigation. 

3.21.1975  Edith  Eagle  Hawk  and  her  two  children-AIM  supporter  killed 
in  an  automobile  accident  after  being  run  off  the  run  by  a 
white  vigilante,  Albert  Coomes.  Coomes  was  also  killed  in 
the  accident.  Goon  Mark  Clifford  identified  as  having  also 
been  in  the  Coomes  car,  escaped. 

Investigation  closed  without  questioning  Clifford. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S. A. 
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Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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RE:  Beatty  Contamination 


Date:  Wed,  11  Mar  1998  17:44:46  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Subj : Press  Release  from  Congressman  George  Miller  re:  Beatty  Contamination 
UUCP  email 

NEWS  FROM  CONGRESSMAN  GEORGE  MILLER 

7th  District,  CA  Committee  on  Resources,  Committee  on  Education  and  the 
Workforce . 

2205  Rayburn  Building,  Washington,  D.C.  20515 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  CONTACT:  Daniel  Weiss,  lames  Snyder 

Monday,  March  9,  1998  202/225-2095 

USGS : BEATTY  CONTAMINATION  WORSE  THAN  THOUGHT 

Report  Raises  Serious  Questions  About  Ward  Valley  Safety,  Miller  Says 

WASHINGTON  --  A new  study  of  tritium  contamination  surrounding  the  defunct 
"low-level"  nuclear  waste  site  in  Beatty,  NV,  raises  serious  questions  about 
the  proposed  Ward  Valley  site  planned  for  southern  California,  Congressman 
George  Miller  (D-Calif.)  said  today. 

The  new  U.S.  Geological  Survey  study  released  March  4 not  only  confirms 
earlier  surveys  indicating  that  the  Beatty  site,  closed  in  1992,  is  the 
source  of  increasing  and  significant  offsite  contaminations,  but  shows  that 
contamination  is  much  more  widespread  than  previously  thought. 

Beatty  is  important  as  a comparison  site  to  Ward  Valley  due  to  their 
similar  geology.  Miller,  as  senior  Democrat  of  the  House  Resources 
Committee,  has  opposed  Ward  Valley  for  several  reasons,  including  the 
contamination  near  the  Beatty  site.  Ward  Valley's  high  storage  costs,  and 
excess  capacity  for  low-level  nuclear  waste  across  the  country. 

Earlier  USGS  studies  found  contamination  in  a limited  area  near  the  dump. 
Studies  leading  to  the  current  report  found  offsite  contamination  AT  EVERY 
GRID  POINT  SURVEYED  while  confirming  that  contamination  is  approaching  the 
water  table  at  deeper  levels  that  previously  measured.  In  addition,  tritium 
vapors  were  detected  in  the  air  above  a creosote  bush,  presumably  released 
from  vegetation  absorbing  the  contaminants  from  the  soil. 

"This  new  evidence  indicates  that  the  contamination  from  the  low-level 
waste  site  is  much  more  extensive  than  previously  expected,"  said  Miller. 
"Scientists  are  unable  to  explain  how  and  why  the  contamination  has  spread 
in  a dry,  desert  location  presumed  safe  for  low-level  nuclear  waste." 

"The  study  confirms  why  the  Interior  Department  was  right  to  examine  and 
re-study  the  accuracy  of  earlier  testing  at  Ward  Valley.  Despite  the  State 
of  California's  assertion  that  there  was  no  problem  with  the  site,  this  new 
research  provides  startling  additional  findings  challenging  the  basic 
premise  that  contamination  does  not  spread  at  desert  locations  like  Ward 
Valley. " 

"Clearly,  serious  scientific  questions  remain  to  be  answered  before  a 
decision  to  transfer  public  Ians  for  that  use  can  by  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior . " 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http : //www. shundahai . org/SWVAction . html 
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"RE : Ward  Valley  Wish  List"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Mar  1998  14:51:12  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Subj:  Ward  Valley  Wish  List 
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The  Occupation  at  Ward  Valley  is  now  a month  old!!!  We  don't  know  how 
long  we'll  be  here;  it  could  be  days,  weeks,  or  months.  We  thank  everyone 
who  has  sent  us  donations  of  food,  supplies  and  money.  Without  your  help 
we  could  not  have  maintained  this  occupation  as  long  as  we  have. 

The  following  is  a wish  list  of  items  we  either  need  now  or  foresee 
seeding  in  the  near  future: 

PRODUCE- - 

Broccoli  Bananas  Tomatoes  Mushrooms  Zucchini  Celery 

Lettuce 

Garlic  Onions  Ginger  Mango  Papaya 

SPICES- - 

Spike  Turmeric  Cinnamon  Cloves 

NON-PERISHABLES-- 

Ketchup  Mustard  Salsa  Tabasco  P-nut  Butter  (or  other  nut 

butters)3elly 

Pastas  Herb  teas  Rice  Dream  Soy  Milk  Nuts  & Seeds  Sugar  Brown 

Sugar 

Molasses  Honey  Granola 

PERKS- - 

Trail  Mix  Marshmallows  Hot  Chocolate  Yogurt  Popcorn  Any  other 

"goodies" 

MEDICAL  NEEDS- - 

Tea  Tree  Oil  Gauze  & Tape  Clove  Oil  Inhalers  Homeopathics  Herbs 

Traditional  Medicinal  Teas 

MISC-- 

Duct  Tape  Medical  Gloves  Garbage  Bags  Tents  Sleeping  bags  & pads 

Tarps  Lanterns  Coleman  Lantern  fuel  Rope 

AND  ESPECIALLY- - 

We  need  people  who  are  willing  to  become  part  of  a community  that  is 
dedicated  to  saving  this  beautiful  land  from  nuclear  destruction.  We  need 
people  that  are  hard  working  and  committed.  We  will  provide  food,  water,  and 
all  the  love,  companionship,  and  unity  you  could  possibly  imagine!  Bring 
your  tent,  sleeping  bag,  personal  needs  and  self  to  this  beautiful  desert 
paradise.  Whether  you  stay  a week  or  a month  or  more,  it  will  be  one  of  the 
most  important  camping  trips  you've  ever  made. 

For  more  information  call  760/326-6267 
Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http : //www. shundahai .org/SWVAction . html 
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"RE : Rumor  Control  from  Ward  Valley"  

Date:  Thu,  12  Mar  1998  12:48:18  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Subj : Rumor  Control  From  Ward  Valley 
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RUMOR  CONTROL  FROM  WARD  VALLEY  -- 

Unfortunately,  in  every  endeavor  and  campaign  there  seems  to  be  an  effort 
by  some  people  to  undermine  that  endeavor  and/or  campaign.  In  regards  to 
Ward  Valley  there  are  two  rumors  that  we  have  heard  of  that  we  feel  need  to 
be  put  to  rest. 

1.  The  presence  of  weapons  at  Ward  Valley.  TOTALLY  UNTRUE!!!!  In  fact,  we 
are  being  quite  diligent  in  making  sure  that  no  weapon  enters  Ward  Valley. 

When  you  come  in  our  checkpoints  you  are  asked  if  you  have  any  alcohol, 
drugs  or  weapons.  If  there  is  any  indication  that  any  of  those  items  are 


present  you  are  subject  to  search  or  refusal  of  admittance. 

2.  A lack  of  commitment  to  non-violence.  TOTALLY  UNTRUE!!!!  We  have 
provided  non-violence  training  on  a regular  basis  since  way  before  the 
actual  occupation  began.  The  Elders  of  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations 
Alliance  have  directed  that  this  action  will  be  one  of  non-violence, 
dignity,  honor,  and  spiritually.  Everyone  at  the  Peace  Camp  has  vowed  to 
uphold  the  direction  of  the  Elders  and  their  own  personal  commitments  to 
non-violence . 

THE  ONLY  LOCK-DOWN  DEVICE  AT  WARD  VALLEY  IS  A SPIRITUAL  ONE  AND  WE  DO  HAVE 
A SPIRITUAL  LOCK-DOWN  OVER  ALL  OF  WARD  VALLEY. 

We  ask  that  all  of  you  make  sure  this  message  is  passed  along.  So  far,  the 
only  people  wearing  guns  have  been  law  enforcement  and  we  have  required  they 
leave  those  weapons  behind  whenever  they  have  been  invited  to  the  Peace 
Camp.  BLM  officers  and  officials  were  searched  before  entering  Ward  Valley! 

To  those  that  are  out  there  trying  to  undermine  us  with  your  lies  we  say 
this--  Creator  knows  who  you  are  and  Creator  will  be  the  one  to  judge;  we 
pray  for  you  that  you  may  see  the  error  of  your  ways. 

For  Environmental  Justice, 

Molly 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 
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"RE : Ward  Valley  Support"  - 

Date:  Mon,  16  Mar  1998  02:24:48  EST 
From:  Miketben  <Miketben@aol . com> 

Subj : N.A.S.L.  - WARD  VALLEY  SUPPORT 

**  NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  ** 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

Date:  Sun,  15  Mar  1998  23:35:45  -0500 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Subj:  E3  Leaders  Support  Tribes  at  Ward  Valley 

USA:  E3  Leaders  Support  Tribes  at  Ward  Valley 

Topic  204  USA:  ED  LEADERS  SUPPORT  TRIBES  AT  WAR 

DEBRA  hrnet . indigenous  11:51  AM  Mar  14, 

1998 
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The  following  letter  was  sent  to  President  Clinton  on  February  25,  1998 
in  support  of  the  five  lower  Colorado  River  Indian  tribes,  tribal 
grassroots  members,  tribal  elders  and  non-Native  supporters  resisting  the 
U.S.  and  state  of  California  plans  to  build  a nuclear  dump  at  Ward  Valley, 
California.  This  letter  is  being  posted  for  distribution  by  the 
Indigenous  Environmental  Network  (IEN). 


ENVIRONMENTAL  JUSTICE  LEADERS  QUESTION  PRESIDENT  CLINTON'S  COMMITMENT  TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL  JUSTICE  POLICY  REGARDING 

"Alliance  of  Environmental  Justice  Networks  of  the  Environmental  Justice 
Movement" 


February  25,  1998 
Dear  President  Clinton: 

We  are  writing  to  you  about  an  issue  of  such  grave  importance  that  it 
questions  your  administration's  commitment  to  environmental  justice.  For 
the  last  two  weeks,  five  Indian  tribal  nations  (Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi, 
Cocopah,  Quechan,  and  the  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes)  are  felt  so 
threatened  by  the  prospect  of  radioactive  contamination  of  their  lands, 
water  resources  and  the  violation  of  their  religious  freedoms,  they  have 
occupied  the  site  of  a proposed  nuclear  waste  dump  and  have  vowed  to 
defend  the  land  with  their  lives.  This  site  is  located  on  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  (BLM)  land  in  the  Ward  Valley  area,  22  miles  west  of  Needles, 
California . 

The  controversial  nuclear  waste  dump  at  Ward  Valley  proposes  to  bury 
long-lived  radioactive  waste  from  medical  facilities,  research 
institutions,  and  the  nuclear  industry  in  shallow,  unlined  trenches,  above 
a major  aquifer,  eighteen  miles  from  the  Colorado  River,  adjacent  to  or 
upstream  from  the  lower  Colorado  River  Indian  tribes  and  on  land 
considered  sacred  aboriginal  territory.  The  dump  site  is  proposed  for  an 
area  in  the  midst  of  critical  habitat  for  the  threatened  desert  tortoise. 
The  dump  proposal  threatens  the  cultural  and  spiritual  integrity  of  the 
tribes  and  violates  the  Department  of  the  Interior's  trust  and  fiduciary 
responsibilities  to  the  affected  Indian  tribal  nations,  their  tribal 
grassroots  members  and  elders. 

These  five  Colorado  River  Indian  tribes  have  attempted  to  meet  with  the 
appropriate  federal  governmental  officials  on  a nation-to-nation  basis  but 
their  requests  have  been  consistently  denied.  Their  request  to  become  a 
cooperating  agency  in  the  current  Supplemental  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  (SEIS)  as  provided  by  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act 
(NEPA)  was  also  denied  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior  (DOI). 

The  proposed  nuclear  waste  dump  at  Ward  Valley  categorically  violates 
Executive  Order  No.  12898,  Federal  Actions  to  Address  Environmental 
Justice  in  Minority  Populations  and  Low-Income  Populations;  the 
President's  May  1994,  Memorandum  to  the  Heads  of  Executive  Departments  and 
Agencies  entitled,  Government-to-Government  Relations  With  Native  American 
Tribal  Governments;  Secretarial  Order  3175  entitled  Departmental 
Responsibilities  for  Indian  Trust  Resources,  and  the  Department  of  the 
Interior's  Protection  of  Indian  Trust  Resource  Responsibilities. 

Furthermore,  the  five  tribes  have  consistently  presented  to  federal 
agencies  their  concern  for  the  protection  of  the  Ward  Valley  area  as  a 
significant  sacred  and  historical  site.  This  sacred  site  issue  implicates 
the  seriousness  of  your  Presidential  Executive  Order  13007,  entitled. 
Protection  of  Native  American  Sacred  Sites  on  Federal  Lands. 

Last  May  1997,  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency's  (EPA)  National 
Environmental  Justice  Advisory  Council  (NEJAC)  determined  that  the  Ward 
Valley  proposal  potentially  violated  environmental  justice  mandates  and 
put  forth  a series  of  recommendations  including  conducting  an 
environmental  justice  impact  analysis  (EJAI)  on  the  proposed  project  and 
arranging  for  meetings  with  high-level  officials  within  the  administration. 

Although  the  EPA  is  designated  by  the  President's  Order  as  the  lead 
agency  on  environmental  justice,  the  agency  has  failed  to  follow  through 
on  any  of  the  NEJAC  recommendations  and  has  yet  to  present  to  the  tribes  a 
template  for  the  EJAI  as  promised  in  numerous  meetings  over  the  last  two 
years . 

Ward  Valley  is  the  test  case  for  this  administration's  commitment  to 
environmental  justice  and  to  date,  the  administration  has  shown  itself 
either  incapable  or  unwilling  to  fulfill  its  own  mandates.  We  view  this 
failure  as  having  serious  implications  for  all  environmental  justice 
issues  we  are  currently  involved  with. 

It  is  time  that  the  administration  become  directly  involved  in  the  Ward 
Valley  issue  and  proceed  expeditiously  to  address  the  concerns  of  the  five 
lower  Colorado  River  Indian  tribes  to  insure  that  all  mandates,  executive 
orders  and  more  specifically,  procedures  that  grew  from  the  Executive 
Order  on  Environmental  Justice  are  not  just  another  in  a long  stream  of 
empty  promises  to  this  country's  Indian  nations. 

Signed  by  the  following  Environmental  Justice  Networks  and  their 


representatives : 

Tom  Goldtooth 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network 
P.0.  Box  485 
Bemidji,  MN  56619 

Richard  Moore 

Southwest  Network  for  Environmental  and  Economic  Justice 
P.0.  7399 

Albuquerque,  NM  87194 
Peggy  Saika 

Asian  Pacific  Environmental  Network 
310  8th  St.  #309 
Oakland,  CA  94607 

Sha-King  Alston 

Northeast  Environmental  Justice  Network 
606  Chelmsford  St. 

Lowell,  MA  01851 

Connie  Tucker 

Southern  Organizing  Committee  for  Economic  and  Social  Justice 
P.0.  Box  10518 
Atlanta,  GA  30310 

Tirso  Moreno 

Farmworkers  Network  for  Economic  and  Environmental  Justice 
815  South  Park  Ave 
Apopka,  FL  32703 

Rev.  Zack  Lyle 

African  American  Environmental  Justice  Action  Network 
P.0.  Box  1994 
Brunswick,  GA  31521 

Cc:  Bruce  Babbit,  Deputy  Secretary  of  Department  of  the  Interior 

Carol  Browner,  Administrator  of  U.S.  EPA 
Kevin  Gover,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Indian  Affairs 

Pat  Shea,  Director  of  Bureau  of  Land  Management 

"RE:  Rumsey  Indian  Rancheria  Agreement"  

Date:  Fri,  Mar  6,  1998  11:12  PM  EDT 
From:  Miketben 

Subj : Fwd:  Press  Statement  by  Chairwoman  Paula  Lorenzo,  Rumsey... 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  Mar  6,  1998  6:10  PM  EDT 
From:  AOL  News 

**  NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  ** 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

Press  Statement  by  Chairwoman  Paula  Lorenzo,  Rumsey  Indian  Rancheria 
JACKSON,  Calif.,  March  6 /PRNewswire/  --  The  following  statement  was 
issued  today  by  Chairwoman  Paula  Lorenzo,  Rumsey  Indian  Rancheria: 

The  Rumsey  Band  of  Wintun  Indians  is  pleased  these  many  months  of  talks 
between  the  Pala  Band  of  Mission  Indians  and  Governor  Wilson  have 
culminated  in  an  agreement.  Our  tribe  has  been  briefed  in  detail  on  the 
provisions  of  the  compact,  and  we  are  confident  it  achieves  the  most 
important  goals  and  objectives  of  the  Pala  tribe  and  the  state.  Our 
Tribal  Council  has  voted  to  support  the  compact  and  is  prepared  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  with  the  state  based  on  this  model. 

Our  most  important  objective  is  economic  self-sufficiency.  Rumsey 


believes  this  agreement  maintains  the  integrity  and  viability  of  tribal 
government  gaming  by  securing  our  right  to  operate  legal  Class  III  lottery 
games  at  a competitive  level  which  will  enable  our  government  to  achieve 
economic  self-sufficiency  and  maintain  economic  stability  into  the  future. 

As  a government , the  Rumsey  tribe  also  recognizes  the  state's  interest  in 
protecting  its  citizens,  who  are  our  employees  and  patrons.  We  support 
the  provisions  of  the  compact  that  seek  to  protect  the  health  and  safety 
of  all  Californians. 

We  understand  Governor  Wilson  has  indicated  a willingness  to  establish  a 
reasonable  transition  framework  for  gaming  tribes  to  provide  necessary 
time  for  production  of  the  newly-authorized  Class  III  lottery  gaming 
system.  Rumsey  will  work  to  implement  the  new  system  as  soon  as  it  becomes 
available . 

This  historic  tribal-state  agreement  marks  the  beginning  of  a new  era  in 
government-to-government  relations  between  Indian  tribes  and  the  state  -- 
an  unprecedented  time  in  California  history.  The  Rumsey  tribe  has  a 
tradition  of  developing  mutually  beneficial  relationships  with  local 
government  and  local  law  enforcement  officials.  We  now  look  forward  to 
carrying  on  that  tradition  and  building  a similar  relationship  of  mutual 
trust  and  respect  with  the  state  of  California. 

We  are  deeply  appreciative  of  the  painstaking  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
Pala  Band  Executive  Committee  and  of  all  those  taking  part  in  the  compact 
negotiations,  bringing  them  to  fruition  and  leaving  the  door  open  for  our 
tribe  to  come  to  the  negotiating  table.  Only  through  such  government-to- 
government  relationships  can  progress  be  achieved  and  benefits  be  realized 
for  all  of  our  people  and  for  others  in  our  local  communities. 

"RE : Wal-Mart  Supercenter"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Mar  1998  09:49:17  -0600 

From:  tnaim@usa.net 

Subj : Wal-Mart  supercenter 
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Mysterious,  fatal  disease  associated  with  opened  Native  American  graves. 

Recently  we  learned  that  illness  and  sometimes  death  are  occurring  in 
areas  where  Native  American  graves  are  being  opened  prior  to  removal. 
Gwinnett  County  Georgia  has  a 2000  acre  development  site  known  as  the 
Park  Strickland  Mound  Complex.  Since  the  onset  of  construction  a few 
mysterious  deaths  have  occurred  and  some  individuals  have  became  deathly 
ill.  Symptoms  include:  high  fever-104+,  immobility,  aching  all  over, 
eyes  become  filmy,  loss  of  equilibrium-  these  symptoms  occur  within  the 
first  two  days.  Afterwards,  internal  bleeding  occurs  as  well  as 
bleeding  from  every  body  orifice  often  followed  by  death.  A Wal-Mart 
supercenter  was  recently  completed  at  Canton  Georgia  and  it  has  been 
reported  that  within  10  months  9 Wal-Mart  employees  died.  During 
construction  of  1-10  in  Arizona  during  the  1970's,  a number  of  similar 
illnesses  and  deaths  occurred  in  association  with  that  project. 

The  Communicable  Disease  Control  Center  has  been  slow  to  investigate 
this  outbreak.  At  present  it  hasn't  been  determined  whether  the  disease 
is  airborne,  waterborne  (or  both)  nor  whether  there  are  animal 
carriers.  Modern  mortuary  regulations  provide  strict  guidelines  for 
internment  and  disinterment  to  protect  the  public  from  diseases 
associated  with  the  bodies  of  deceased  individuals.  During  removal  of 
Native  American  graves  the  stone  boxes  are  opened,  the  contents  removed, 
and  the  dirt  from  inside  the  coffins  cast  aside,  exposing  the  public  to 
risk  through  water  contamination  and  air  contamination. 

While  not  wanting  to  cause  a public  panic,  the  current  development  in 
the  West  Meade  area  of  Davidson  County  Tennessee  needs  to  be  carefully 
examined  to  ensure  the  public  safety.  Directly  across  the  street  is  a 
public  school,  Westmeade  Elementary  school.  The  seriousness  of  this 
possible  disease  outbreak  related  to  Native  American  graves  should  be 
cause  to  immediately  stop  this  type  of  disinterment  and  start  an 
investigation.  You  could  be  at  risk  and  should  demand  an  end  to  this 


type  of  grave  removal. 

http : //www.darkstartechnologies . com/ seals/Wal-Mart 

"RE : Wal-Mart:  Let  the  Boycott  Begin"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Mar  1998  11:01:00  -0500 
From:  tnaim@usa.net 

Subj : Wal-Mart:  LET  THE  BOYCOTT  BEGIN 

UUCP  email 

LET  THE  BOYCOTT  BEGIN 

"Let  the  boycott  begin'  became  the  rally  cry  at  the  protest  over  the 
construction  of  a Wal-Mart  supercenter  in  west  Davidson  County 
Tennessee.  About  40  people  were  there  to  march  1.5  miles  from  Hillwood 
Plaza  to  the  West  Meade  site  on  Friday  March  13th,  1998.  the  plans  to 
construct  this  store  at  this  site  will  destroy  a huge  Native  American 
burial  and  village  site. 

At  first  it  began  to  look  like  the  Metro  Nashville  police  would  stop  us 
from  marching,  saying  we  needed  a 'permit'.  Finally,  they  relented  and 
the  march  began  about  2:30  in  the  afternoon.  Upon  arriving  at  the 
locked  gate  entrance  to  the  site-,  we  were  told  that  we  would  not  be 
allowed  to  enter  and  pray.  A peaceful  rally  was  held  there  with  three 
defying  the  illegal  actions  of  the  police  and  entered  the  site.  They 
entered  the  site  and  were  arrested  with  one  receiving  a 'few  knots'  from 
the  arresting  officer  seen  in  news  programs  diving  through  the  mud  in 
hot  pursuit. 

Prior  to  the  rally  it  was  announced  through  email  that  no  mound  is 
present.  Tennessee  State  Archaeologist  Nick  Fielder  relayed  the  same 
information  that  day  at  the  site.  He  went  on  to  add  'no  mound  is  on 
this  site  just  rolling  hills'.  There  is  a 'burial  site  and  a village 
site'  he  also  told  us.  In  light  of  this  statement  what  then  would 
constitute  a 'mound'?  We  have  it  from  archaeologists  on  the  site  that  a 
mound  does  exist.  The  mound  has  three  large  trees  on  top  of  it  with  the 
tree  root  balls  pushing  graves  to  the  surface  on  the  mound.  The  mound 
extends  from  near  the  entrance  to  the  property  to  the  creek,  about  a 
fourth  of  a mile  away.  Further,  these  graves  are  being  looted  while 
Native  Americans  are  barred  from  entry,  even  to  pray  at  the  ancestors 
graves.  Aerial  photos  of  the  site  clearly  define  the  mound  so?  Perhaps 
it  is  because,  under  Tennessee  law,  non-mortuary  features  do  not  have  to 
be  considered  during  excavation  only  mortuary  features.  So  the  fewer 
mortuary  features  the  quicker  the  project  is  completed  and  less  has  to 
be  inventoried  and  becomes  the  property  of  the  property  owner. 

Three  Native  Americans  were  allowed  to  visit  the  site  Lou  Medicine 
Bird,  a Southern  Cheyenne  Priest  among  them.  Upon  return  he  proclaimed 
the  area  a sacred  site.  Executive  Order  13007,  Indian  Sacred  sites  now 
applies  to  this  site.  The  United  States  Corps  of  engineers  stated  that 
they  met  with  Wal-Mart  who  revised  their  plans  to  not  affect  any  area 
below  the  high  flood  mark,  the  Corps  went  on  to  add,  the  FEMA  flood  plain 
management  ordinances  do  apply  to  most  of  this  site.  Therefore,  the 
site  can  be  considered  to  be  on  federal  lands.  Both  points  necessary  to 
implement  this  order  are  now  in  effect  and  Tennessee  refuses  to  abide  by 
it . 

Albert  Bender  ended  the  rally  by  declaring  "LET  THE  BOYCOTT  BEGIN'.  LET 
THIS  NOT  BE  A PASSIVE  BOYCOTT  BUT  AN  ACTIVE  ONE.  BE  IT  ON  A DAILY  BASIS 
OR  EVERY  OTHER  DAY  BASIS.  DEMONSTRATE  AT  WAL-MART  AND  LOWE'S  STORES, 

STOP  DOING  BUSINESS  WITH  THEM,  AND  LET  EVERY  ONE  KNOW  ENOUGH  IS  ENOUGH, 

BUILD  YOUR  STORES  SOME  WHERE'S  ELSE. 

http : //www.darkstartechnologies . com/ seals/Wal-Mart 

"RE : Day  of  Prayer"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Mar  1998  12:24:46  -0500 

From:  buffalo@wildrockies.org  (Buffalo  Nations) 

Subj : Day  of  Prayer  time  and  update 


UUCP  email 


When:  Saturday,  March  21 
12:00  noon 

Where:  Buffalo  Nations  cabin,  Hebgen  Lake 

Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Buffalo 
Saturday,  March  21,  1998 
West  Yellowstone,  MT 

"I,  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  of  the  Lakota  Dakota  and  Nakota  Nations 
look  with  great  concern  upon  the  continued  slaughter  of  our  relatives, 
the  Buffalo  Nation. 

According  to  the  teachings  for  our  way  of  life  from  the  time  of  being, 
the  First  People  were  the  Buffalo  People;  our  ancestors  that  came  from  the 
sacred  Black  Hills,  the  heart  of  everything  that  is... 

According  to  our  prophecies,  when  there  are  no  more  buffalo, 

then  life  as  we  know  it  today  will  also  cease  to  exist.  Hecetu  yelo!" 

Mitakuye  Oyasin  (All  my  relations) 

Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse 

19th  Generation  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  Keeper 
Directions  to  the  prayer  day: 

>From  rte  191,  take  rte  287  west  towards  Ennis.  Drive  7 miles  until  you  see 
the  Happy  Hour  Bar  on  the  left.  Look  for  the  first  house  on  the  left  after 
the  bar.  After  this  house,  look  for  the  second  driveway  on  the  right  (signs 
for  Buffalo  Nations  ).  Go  up  the  long  driveway  leading  to  a row  of  cabins, 
our  cabin  is  the  largest  at  the  top  of  the  hill.  The  prayer  will  be  out  in 
front . 

All  are  welcome-  safe  travels,  and  we  will  look  forward  to  seeing  you  on 
Saturday ! 

A small  update  from  Buffalo  Nations- 

The  imminent  arrival  of  spring  is  tangible;  for  those  of  us  who  usually 
live  in  warmer  places  our  memory  of  spring  is  almost  stronger  than  the 
reality  of  our  surroundings.  The  buffalo  feel  it  coming  too,  and  something 
in  them  is  saying  it  is  time  to  stretch  their  legs. 

For  now,  the  buffalo  seem  to  be  staying  put,  although  they  have  been 
rambunctious  recently.  One  plays  a precarious  game  with  a neighbor's  dog. 
Some  run,  only  to  stop  at  a new  patch  of  grass.  Others  are  still 
contemplating  the  ground  right  where  they  are. 

A recent  story  in  newspapers  all  over  the  country  touts  this  winter  as  a 
victory  for  the  buffalo.  The  story  chalks  up  the  buffalo's  success  to  mild 
winter  temperatures  which  allowed  them  to  find  forage  in  the  park. 

What  the  story  ignores  is  that  after  last  winter  the  Yellowstone  buffalo 
herd  was  decimated.  One  third  of  the  herd  was  shot  or  slaughtered,  while 
almost  a third  died  of  natural  causes. 

Also,  if  it  weren't  for  the  diligent  efforts  of  Buffalo  Nations 
volunteers,  many  more  bison  would  have  died  this  winter.  The  Department  of 
Livestock  has  operated  as  an  agency  accountable  only  to  themselves.  We 
have  worked  all  day,  every  day  this  winter  to  keep  the  buffalo  out  of  the 
DOL's  way  and  to  hold  the  agency  responsible  for  their  actions.  Clearly 
we  can  not  depend  upon  benevolent  winters  or  El  Nino  to  save  the  bison, 
because  all  the  political  cogs  are  set  in  place  and  ready  to  continue  to 
roll  over  our  country's  last  wild  buffalo  herd. 

It  is  strange  to  hear  the  papers  tout  this  year  as  a victory  for  the 
buffalo  with  headlines  saying  that  only  eleven  died.  Although  the  count 
pales  in  comparison  to  1,100,  all  of  us  who  knew  the  buffalo  who  died 
would  not  say  the  impact  of  these  deaths  was  small.  For  every  one  of  us 
who  watched  the  calves  nurse  on  Horse  Butte,  who  looked  into  the  eyes  of  a 
bull  resting  beside  Duck  Creek,  who  watched  the  grandmother  with  the 
broken  horn  lead  her  procession  to  new  ground,  not  one  of  us  would 
consider  the  deaths  of  these  eleven  buffalo  a victory. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 


406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buff alo@wildrockies . org 

"RE : Buffalo  Slaughtered  for  Economics"  

Date:  Tue,  10  Mar  1998  14:42:20  -0600 
From:  Steven  Baggs  <sbaggs@DTGNET. COM> 

Subj : Yellowstone 

Yellowstone  Net  Newspaper 

http : //www. yellowstone. net /news paper /news020298. htm 

Advocates  for  Yellowstone's  Wildlife 
by;  BRUCE  T.  GOURLEY 

BILLINGS,  Mont.  (YNET)  --  During  the  past  two  months,  Yellowstone's 
bison  and  wolves  have  captured  much  public  attention.  The  bison  are 
in  the  news  because  of  their  continuing  slaughter  at  the  hands  of  the 
Montana  Department  of  Livestock,  while  the  wolves  have  made  headlines 
because  of  a federal  judge's  controversial  ruling  that  the  Wolf 
Reintroduction  Program  is  illegal.  Yellowstone  Net  will  continue  to 
keep  you  informed  of  these  ongoing  stories.  Those  concerned  with  the 
plight  of  Yellowstone's  bison  and  wolves  are  encouraged  to  email  their 
congressperson . Several  wildlife  advocacy  groups  and  wildlife 
naturalists  also  have  helpful  web  sites,  including  Defenders  of 
Wildlife,  Buffalo  Nations,  Kevin  Sanders  and  Ralph  Maughn. 

Defenders  of  Wildlife 

http://www.defenders.org 

Buffalo  Nations 

http : //www . wild roc kies . org/ Buff alo/ index . html 

Yellowstone  Net  Home  Page 
http : //www . yellowstone . net 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK  (YNET)  --  Last  winter  Yellowstone  made 
national  and  international  headlines  over  the  killing  of  some  1100  bison 
in  the  midst  of  the  brucellosis  scare.  Brucellosis  is  a disease  which  is 
common  among  Yellowstone's  bison  and  which  Western  ranchers  fear  can  be 
transmitted  to  domestic  cattle.  The  killings  are  continuing  again  this 
winter,  as  11  bison  who  have  strayed  out  of  Yellowstone  have  already 
been  killed  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock.  Last  week,  the 
Bozeman  Chronicle  published  an  article  by  Virginia  Rvandal,  a wildlife 
biologist  who  is  currently  retained  by  the  United  Nations  as  a 
specialist  on  biodiversity  conservation.  She  was  contracted  by  the 
National  Park  Service  to  do  a study  on  the  social  and  cultural 
environment  surrounding  the  bison/brucellosis  issue  in  the  Greater 
Yellowstone  area.  Ms  Rvandal ' s article  is  extremely  insightful  in 
regards  to  the  bison  and  brucellosis  controversy,  and  the  Chronicle 
has  given  us  permission  to  reprint  it  herein: 

Eradicating  Brucellosis  is  Feasible 
from  the  Bozeman  Chronicle 
by  Virginia  Rvandal 

Healthy  Yellowstone  bison  have  lived  with  the  disease,  brucellosis,  for 
more  than  80  years.  These  bison  have  never  transmitted  the  disease  to 
cattle  the  stated  concern  of  the  cattle  industry.  Dr.  Paul  Nicoletti, 
a veterinarian  and  one  of  the  world's  foremost  experts  on  brucellosis, 
claims  there  is  no  scientific  basis  or  the  livestock  industry's 
insistence  on  drastic  and  costly  actions  to  reduce  the  already  minimal 
risk  of  transmission  of  the  disease  from  bison  to  cattle. 

Notwithstanding  Dr.  Nicoletti 's  assessment  that  "Perhaps  few  situations 
in  life  are  risk  free,  but  this  one  seems  near,"  1,084  Yellowstone 
bison  were  killed  last  winter  on  the  insistence  of  the  livestock 
industry,  supposedly  to  reduce  the  risk  to  their  cattle. 

If  brucellosis  were  anything  like  the  "mad  cow"  disease,  this  drastic 
action  might  have  been  justified.  But  the  effect  brucellosis  has  on  beef 
cattle  is  minimal,  typically  causing  some  cows  to  abort,  after  which 
most  tend  to  birth  normally.  Since  cows  routinely  abort  for  many 


reasons,  this  loss  is  not  deemed  of  great  consequence  by  most  ranchers. 

The  significant  costs  result  not  from  the  biological  consequences  of  the 
disease,  but  from  the  measures  required  to  comply  with  state  and  federal 
brucellosis  eradication  programs. 

It  is  perplexing  that  the  livestock  industry  is  opposed  to  mandatory 
vaccination  of  cattle  against  the  disease  even  though  a vaccine  is 
available  and  has  been  widely  and  successfully  used  in  Wyoming  by 
ranchers  who  graze  cattle  alongside  infected  bison  inside  Grand  Teton 
National  Park.  The  industry  claims  it  would  be  unfair  for  ranchers  to 
incur  the  $6  per  cow  cost  to  vaccinate  their  cattle  (only  females  are 
vaccinated,  and  only  once  in  their  life).  Instead,  the  livestock 
industry's  answer  is  to  kill  bison,  most  of  which  do  not  have  the 
disease.  Thus,  today's  taxpayer  pays  to  kill  bison  that  former 
taxpayers  paid  to  bring  back  from  the  brink  of  extinction. 

For  every  three  bison  in  the  Greater  Yellowstone  ecosystem,  there  are 
100  elk.  The  far  more  numerous  elk  also  have  brucellosis  and,  unlike 
bison,  elk  have,  according  to  legal  decisions,  transmitted  the  disease 
to  cattle.  Yet,  Montana's  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  has  never 
suggested  using  taxpayer  monies  to  kill  all  elk  that  leave  Yellowstone. 
This  would,  of  course,  be  unpopular  with  hunters  and  with  the  state, 
which  earns  significant  revenue  from  elk.  After  all,  the  disease  is 
only  the  pretext  for  killing  bison,  it's  not  the  real  issue. 

In  spite  of  its  position  that  the  risk  is  "extremely  serious,"  the 
DOL  has  never  called  for  a risk  assessment.  Such  a study  was  done  in 
bordering  Grand  Teton  National  Park.  A higher  percent  of  Grand  Teton 
bison  have  been  exposed  to  brucellosis  (70  percent  compared  to  about  50 
percent  in  Yellowstone),  cattle  actually  graze  inside  that  park,  and 
there  are  more  cattle  with  which  the  bison  could  come  into  contact  with 
there.  Nevertheless,  according  to  the  study,  an  outbreak  could  be 
expected  only  once  every  27  years  in  the  Grand  Teton  area  if  simple 
precautions  are  taken.  This  risk  is  anything  but  alarming.  Indeed,  even 
a much  greater  risk  would  still  be  very  manageable.  The  risk  posed  by 
Yellowstone  bison  is  clearly  minimal.  More  importantly,  after  60  years 
of  experience  with  the  disease,  the  sophistication  exists  to  deal  with 
isolated  outbreaks  if  and  when  they  occur. 

The  DOL  wants  us  to  believe  otherwise.  Why? 

Bison  are  being  killed  on  the  insistence  of  the  livestock  industry  not 
because  they  have  brucellosis  although  that  is  the  stated  concern  but 
because  they  are  perceived  as  a threat.  The  livestock  industry  feels 
threatened  these  days,  not  only  by  dropping  cattle  prices.  Bison 
represent  the  pre  cattle  (and  perhaps  the  post  cattle)  West.  They  are 
the  symbol  of  the  environmental  movement  and  the  emblem  of  the  equally 
unpopular  (in  the  eyes  of  many  stock  growers)  federal  Department  of  the 
Interior.  Yellowstone  bison  are  "owned"  by  the  federal  government,  the 
same  entity  that  is  blamed  for  hardships  resulting  from  restrictions  on 
livestock  grazing,  predator  control,  water  rights,  and,  more  recently, 
for  reintroducing  the  wolf. 

But  bison  present  more  than  a symbolic  threat.  The  cattle  industry 
perceives  a serious  threat  in  the  vision  of  buffalo  repopulating  the 
plains,  a vision  some  Native  American  and  environmental  groups  are 
actively  working  toward.  And,  ironically,  even  bison  ranching  is  seen  as 
a threat  to  the  cattle  ranching  industry.  This  is  not  so  surprising  when 
one  recalls  that  as  recently  as  75  years  ago  the  cattle/sheep  wars  were 
still  raging  in  the  West,  during  which  time  53,000  sheep  were  killed  by 
cattlemen  who  considered  them  a threat. 

The  killing  of  Yellowstone  bison  by  the  Montana  DOL  is,  in  large  part, 
a form  of  retaliation  and  a manifestation  of  hostility  by  the  Western 
livestock  industry  toward  the  federal  government  and  the  environmental 
movement.  The  livestock  industry  is  engaged  in  the  "War  of  the  West," 
and  this  is  the  "Battle  of  Brucellosis."  It's  not  about  the  disease, 
it's  about  bison,  and  about  grass,  and  about  feeling  threatened.  The 
disease  is  merely  a convenient  excuse  to  kill  bison. 

Get  rid  of  brucellosis  in  livestock.  And,  if  it  is  cost  effective  and  if 
it  can  be  done  in  a reasonable  way,  eliminate  it  from  wildlife  as  well. 

At  present,  the  least  sophisticated  and  most  costly  approach  to  managing 


the  disease  is  the  one  in  place.  Better  ways  of  dealing  with  the  disease 
in  the  Yellowstone  area  include  mandatory  vaccination  of  bison  and 
cattle;  restricting  cattle  grazing  on  public  lands  adjacent  to 
Yellowstone  during  times  of  the  year  when  the  disease  could,  in  theory, 
be  transmitted;  purchasing  additional  critical  winter  range  bordering 
the  park  so  that  bison  would  not  be  forced  to  move  onto  private  lands  in 
search  of  forage  during  severe  winters;  establishing  a compensation  fund 
as  a safety  net  for  local  ranchers  in  the  highly  unlikely  but  possible 
event  of  an  outbreak  of  the  disease;  establishing  target  populations 
outside  the  park  (not  inside)  and  maintaining  this  target  by 
distributing  "surplus"  live  bison  to  tribes  and  others  who  are 
trying  to  build  their  herds,  and  by  opening  a hunting  season  for 
bison  in  certain  areas. 

Eradicating  brucellosis  in  livestock  is  feasible.  Eradicating  the 
disease  in  wildlife  is  more  difficult,  maybe  impossible,  but  worth 
trying  to  do  if  we  adopt  a reasonable  time  frame  (15  20  years)  and  a 
cost  effective  and  environmentally  sensitive  approach.  The  big  question 
is  can  we  get  rid  of  the  real  reason  behind  the  battle  of  brucellosis. 

Fear  and  hate  aren't  so  easy  to  eradicate.  We  certainly  won't  get  rid 
of  them  by  using  state  tax  monies  to  further  spread  these  infectious 
diseases.  It's  time  for  the  DOL  to  welcome  science  and  reason  back 
into  their  fold  and  leave  spite  and  hate  behind. 

Email  Your  Congressperson, 

and  express  your  concern  about  Yellowstone's  bison. 

Bison  Forum 

http : //www.yellowstone. net/bisonforum 
General  Forum 

http : //www.yellowstone. net /genera If or urn 
Travel  Forum 

http : //www.yellowstone. net /tr a velf or urn 
Winter  Forum 

http : //www.yellowstone. net /wint erf or urn 
Wildlife  Forum 

http : //www.yellowstone. net /wild lifef or urn 
Hot  Topics  Forum 

http : //www.yellowstone. net /hottopicsf or urn 
Kevin  Sanders 

http : //www . gomontana . com/w_update . html 
Ralph  Maughn 

http : //www. poky . srv. net /~j jmrm/maughn . html 
Yellowstone  Net  Classifieds 

http : //www.yellowstone. net /classified s . htm 

"RE : Pro-Bison  Letter  to  the  Editor"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Mar  1998  16:07:29  -0500 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <sonjakeo@pond . com> 

Subj : Pro-Bison  Letter  to  the  editor 

UUCP  email 

I was  glad  to  see  this.  It  is  only  one  letter,  but  it  represents  a 
lot  of  people,  and  I am  sure  it  is  among  many  letters  and  phone  calls  by 
others  who  want  the  slaughter  to  stop.  Public  opinion  can  make  a 
difference  especially  when  it  has  economic  impact.  Maybe  if  folks  here  have 
a minute  sometime,  you  might  give  the  Montana  Dept  of  Tourism  a call  and 
say  how  reluctant  you  and  your  friends  are  to  visit  a state  that  continues 
to  slaughter  the  Yellowstone  bison.  The  toll  free  number  is: 

1-800-847-4868 

Pray  for  Chiapas  tomorrow. .. call  for  the  bison  on  Monday. .. .Thanks . 
http://www.bigskywire.com/gazette/ Saturday /opinion /op in ion . htm 

Florida  skiers  ban  Big  Sky 

Recently,  our  South  Florida  ski  club  proposed  Big  Sky,  Mont.,  for  next 
year's  ski  trip.  Our  members  voted  no  after  reading  about  the  grooming  of 


snowmobile  trails  in  Yellowstone  Park  resulting  in  buffalo  again  being 
killed  by  the  state  of  Montana  as  they  leave  the  park.  Surely  there  is  a 
better  way  than  the  current  overuse,  noise,  air  pollution  and  harmful 
effects  to  wildlife  of  snowmobile  use  in  a national  park. 

It  may  surprise  folks  in  Montana  to  learn  that  Florida  had  the  largest 
ski  club  membership  in  the  nation.  We  are  writing  to  fellow  ski  clubs  who 
represent  thousands  of  skiers  urging  a statewide  boycott  of  Montana. 

It  sure  would  be  wonderful  if  all  the  interests  in  Montana  could  get 
together  and  establish  a major  corridor  for  wildlife  migration  in  the 
Yellowstone  area.  This  corridor  would  be  a major  tourist  attraction  as  no 
such  wildlife  corridor  exists  anywhere  in  our  lower  48  states.  As  citizens 
and  taxpayers  we  would  gladly  support  federal  dollars  being  spent  for  this 
effort.  Local  economies  could  benefit  in  ways  that  would  not  harm  wildlife. 
This  corridor  would  only  become  more  valuable  in  the  future  as  the  rest  of 
our  country  develops. 

We  look  forward  to  returning  to  beautiful  Montana  when  your  unique 
wildlife  becomes  a state  priority. 

Bob  and  Nell  Benton 
Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla. 

"RE : Chiapas  Schools  As  Barracks"  

Date:  Fri,  6 Mar  1998  14:37:23  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "moonlight@igc.apc.org"  <moonlight@igc.apc.org> 

Subj : Chiapas  Schools  As  Barracks  by  Peter  Brown 

UUCP  email 

Chiapas  Schools  As  Barracks 
by  Peter  Brown 

Imagine  waking  up  one  morning  to  find  federal  troops  living  in  your  local 
public  elementary  school.  Then  imagine  that  no  matter  who  you  call  or  what 
you  do,  the  troops  refuse  to  leave.  Finally,  imagine  the  soldiers,  their 
officers,  and  even  government  officials  threaten  and  assault  community 
members  who  want  their  children  to  attend  school. 

Most  people  cannot  fathom  such  a reality.  However  many  Mayan  Indian 
communities  in  the  southeastern  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas  are  living 
exactly  this  nightmare. 

"At  least  six  persons  were  injured  when  soldiers  stopped  a demonstration 
of  300  indigenous  people  demanding  the  Mexican  Federal  army  leave  the  school 
in  the  community  of  San  Jeronimo  Tulija,  in  the  county  of  Chilon  which  they 
have  . Representatives  of  various  human  rights  organization  traveled 
yesterday  to  this  community  to  request  that  some  200  soldiers  living  in  the 
school  since  the  past  Friday  (Feb.  28,  1998)  without  the  consent  of  the 
community."  Summary  of  Spanish  language  reports  in  La  Jornada  and  Cuarto 
Poder,  March  3,  1998. 

Unfortunately  the  reality  in  Indian  communities  of  Chiapas,  MEXICO  is  even 
worse ! 

Imagine  that  armed  thugs  drive  past  the  federal  troops  and  state  police 
surrounding  your  town  and  begin  firing  automatic  weapons,  steal  all  your 
possessions,  and  burn  down  your  houses.  Then  imagine  that  frantic  calls  by 
church  representatives  to  government  officials  do  not  motivate  police  or 
soldiers,  who  listen  to  the  weapons  fire  for  five  hours,  to  intervene. 

"You  must  understand  that  this  is  the  twenty-fifth  massacre,"  commented 
Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  of  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas  during  a recent  interview 
with  educators  and  human  rights  observers.  "Their  are  dozens  of  other 
Indian  communities  which  were  attacked  before  45  women,  children  and  men 
were  murdered  at  Acteal  on  Dec.  22,  1997." 

To  return  one  last  time  to  the  nightmare  of  today's  Mexico,  imagine  that 
your  government  sends  immigration  agents  to  arrest  and  deport  your  priest 
of  thirty-two  years  after  he  helps  you  bury  the  dead.  Yes,  this  nightmare 
continues  today  in  Chiapas. 

French  born  Rev.  Michel  Henri  Jean  Chanteau,  67,  was  deported  from  Mexico 
on  Feb.  26,  1998  after  criticizing  the  government's  response  to  the  murder 
of  his  closest  parish  members  in  Acteal.  Julia  Preston  of  the  New  York 


Times  reported  on  Feb.  28,  1998  that  Chanteau,  who  was  orphaned  as  a youth 
in  France,  regards  with  anguish  the  prospect  of  being  forced  to  leave 
Mexico.  "After  32  years,  I am  just  a foreigner  in  my  own  country,"  lamented 
Father  Chanteau. 

"First  the  PRI  distracts  national  and  world  attention  from  the  Acteal 
massacres  by  blaming  "foreign  trouble-makers,"  then  expelling  a few 
foreigners  to  make  their  point."  wrote  Tom  Flansan,  an  U.S.  human  rights 
worker  who  was  also  recently  deported  from  Mexico.  "(Mexican  president) 
Zedillo  is  acting  like  the  alcoholic  who  blames  everyone  else  for  his 
problems,  never  accepting  his  own  responsibility  and  therefore  never 
resolving  the  root  problem." 

Certainly  the  horrific  social  conditions  which  are  at  the  root  of  the 
indigenous  Mayan  people's  revolt  - inadequate  health  care,  limited 
educational  opportunities,  unequal  land  distribution,  and  extraordinary 
racial  discrimination  - still  exist.  Now  with  almost  20,000  Indians  forced 
from  their  homes  by  government  backed  death  squads,  schools  and  community 
centers  occupied  by  federal  troops,  and  expulsion  of  human  rights  workers 
increasing  many  observers  fear  worse  atrocities  are  in  store  for  the 
isolated  indigenous  communities  of  Chiapas. 

Nevertheless  despite  the  intimidation  and  repression  facing  the  Mayan 
communities,  these  dignified  people  continue  to  demand  schools  and 
hospitals,  justice  and  democracy.  For  example  the  autonomous  school  board 
charged  with  building  the  first  indigenous  junior  high  school  in  Chiapas 
laughed  and  laughed  when  I asked  if  they  were  not  afraid  to  continue  with 
their  project  given  the  lack  of  government  support  and  generally  uncertain 
funding  situation. 

"This  school  will  greatly  benefit  the  indigenous  people  of  this  region," 
the  school  board  treasurer  finally  managed  to  say  after  he  stopped 
giggling.  "Of  course,  we  deeply  appreciation  the  support  from 
internationalists  and  from  other  Mexicans,  but  we  do  not  have  to  ask  the 
government's  permission  to  be  free.  Our  children  will  finally  have  a 
school  to  attend  when  these  building  are  completed." 

"I'm  going  back,"  mused  Dana  Gordon,  an  English  as  Second  Language  teacher 
who  volunteered  in  Chiapas  during  the  summer  of  1997  and  is  coordinating 
the  international  sales  of  school  construction  bonds  for  the  junior  high 
school.  "I  hope  that  many  people  will  travel  to  Chiapas  to  see  for 
themselves.  It's  inspiring  to  actually  build  a new  educational  institution 
and  be  part  of  a worldwide  movement  for  peace." 

Construction  teams  are  scheduled  to  work  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1998 
at  the  junior  high  school  in  Oventic,  Chiapas,  MEXICO.  Concerned  people 
worldwide  continue  to  demand  that  Mexican  federal  troops  be  removed  from 
indigenous  public  and  private  schools  in  Chiapas. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Peter  Brown  is  an  elementary  school  teacher  in  San  Diego,  CA  serving  as 
vice  president  of  National  Education  Association  Peace  and  Justice  Caucus 
and  director  of  the  Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Reproduction  of  this  article  is  encouraged  as  long  as  the  name  and  the 
address  of  the  Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams  is  included.) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Public  Schools  Everywhere  for  Everyone! 

Join  the  international  effort  to  build  the  first  autonomous,  indigenous 
junior  high  school  in  Chiapas,  MEXICO!  Flold  a fund  raiser  in  your  school 
or  church,  sell  school  construction  bonds  in  your  community,  or  travel  with 
us  to  the  misty  highlands  of  southern  Mexico  to  work  side-by-side  with 
Mayan  construction  experts.  Spring  break  and  summer  delegations  now  in 
formation.  Call  619-295-3008. 

YES!  I'll  help  promote  schools  not  violence  in  Chiapas!  Here's  my  donation 
to  support  your  ongoing  efforts.  Circle  one:  $25  $50  $85  $125 

$500 

Call  me!  I'd  like  to  sell  bonds,  sponsor  a house  meeting,  or  volunteer  in 
the  office. 


Name 


Phones 


Address  Zip 

E-mail 

Checks  should  be  made  out  to  Grass  Roots  Events,  a tax  exempt  California 
corporation . 

Chiapas  School  Construction  Teams  / San  Diegans  for  Peace  in  Mexico 
3909  Centre  Street  #B,  San  Diego,  CA  92103  (619)  232-2841  FAX(619) 

232-0500  <mexicopeace@igc . ape . org> 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A.  If  you  do  not  wish  to  receive  additional  information  about  schools  in 
Chiapas,  please  send  the  following  message  to  mexicopeace@igc.apc.org: 

un  subscribe  mexicopeace  <your  address> 

B.  If  you  would  like  to  receive  regular  updates  about  the  Dunior  High 
School  at  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II  at  the  rate  of  two  three  messages 
every  month  please  send  the  following  message  to  mexicopeace@igc.apc.org: 
subscribe  Maya  pen  pals  <your  address> 

C.  If  you  would  like  to  receive  one  update  about  the  junior  high  school  at 
Oventic  Aguascalientes  II  each  month  send  the  following  message  to 
mexicopeace@igc .apc.org: 

Subscribe  mexicopeace  <your  address> 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams 

Chanobjunetik  ta  Chiapas  Dkoltavanejetik  ta  Smeltzanel 
Equipos  de  construccion  para  escuelas  en  Chiapas 
Craftsmen's  Hall  AFL-CIO 

3909  Centre  Street,  Hillcrest 
San  Diego,  CA  92103 

(619)  232-2841  FAX  (619)  232-0500  (619)  232-2841 

<mexicopeace@igc. ape .org>  http://www.igc.org/mexicopeace 

"RE : People  Against  Trade  Agreement"  

Date:  Sun,  15  Mar  1998  13:34:59  -0500 
From:  <mohawkns@cyberglobe.net> 

Subj : PEOPLE  DEMONSTRATE  AGAINST  OAXACA-MOHAWK  TRADE  AGREEMENT 
UUCP  email 

MNN.  Mohawk  Nation  News.  16. Mar. 98.  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory. 

Today  the  Mohawk,  other  Indigenous  People  and  supporters  marched  to  the 
band  council  office  to  hand  Doe  Norton  and  the  Council  the  following 
letter : 

PEOPLE  AGAINST  THE  OAXACA-MOHAWK  TRADE  AGREEMENT 

Handed  to  Doe  Norton  and  the  Band  Council  of  Kahnawake,  March  16,  1998 
By  Mohawk  People,  allies,  friends,  and  supporters  of  Indigenous  People 
of  Mexico. 

Mr.  Norton  and  the  Band  Council  of  Kahnawake, 

Kahnawake,  Quebec,  Canada  D0L  1B0 

Greetings, 

At  this  time,  it  is  clear  that  you  will  not  listen  to  our  concerns  about 
Project  OK.  Therefore  we  have  no  choice  but  to  openly  demonstrate  our 
opposition.  In  the  name  of  the  Mohawk,  other  Indigenous  people  and 
supporters,  we  urge  you  to  immediately  stop  Project  OK.  At  this  moment, 
we  fear  that  something  terrible  is  about  to  happen  again  in  Mexico 
because  the  Mexican  government  has  restricted  their  borders,  have  asked 
tourists  and  human  rights  watchers  to  leave,  and  there  is  a military 
build-up.  In  this  situation  it  would  be  incredibly  immoral  to  even 
think  about  signing  a deal  like  Project  OK. 

Aside  from  this,  you  know  that  under  Kaienerekowa,  our  Iroquois 
Constitution,  your  Band  Council  established  under  the  Indian  Act  by  the 
Canadian  government  cannot  make  nation  to  nation  deals.  You  purport  to 
be  a nation  government  but  you  have  not  gone  through  the  proper 
procedures  to  get  our  consent.  We  know  that  getting  our  consent  is 
difficult.  But  since  you  are  signing  an  international  agreement  you  are 
setting  up  a dangerous  precedent  which  can  only  erode  our  sovereignty. 


Don't  you  see  that  you  (and  we)  are  being  used  by  Canada  and  Mexico  in  a 
public  relations  campaign  to  divert  international  attention  from  the 
repression  of  Indigenous  people  in  both  Canada  and  Mexico? 

On  the  KRK  radio  talk-show  on  March  13th,  you  inferred  that  morality  and 
business  are  separate  issues.  This  is  not  so.  For  example,  on  the 
program  20/20  last  week,  sweatshops  on  American  soil  were  condemned.  In 
Saipei,  large  multinational  corporations  like  GAP,  FILA,  Ralph  Lauren 
and  others  were  exposed  as  having  their  products  made  in  repressive 
labor  camps  where  human  rights  were  being  violated.  This  documentary 
clearly  shows  that  morality  and  business  are  very  much  inter-related. 
Furthermore,  who  exactly  are  these  'Indigenous  People'  you  are  signing 
Project  OK  with?  ARIPO,  your  liaison,  is  an  agent  of  the  PRI.  PRI  is 
the  ruling  party  of  the  Mexican  government  which  is  indirectly 
responsible  for  these  recent  massacres.  If  the  Mexican  government  is 
not  responsible  for  the  actions  of  its  military  and  paramilitary,  then 
who  is? 

The  three  principles  of  the  Kaienerekowa  are  Peace,  Righteousness,  and 
Power.  If  we  do  not  agree  with  actions  that  concern  us,  we  have  a 
responsibility  to  research  and  discuss  the  problem  together,  and  come  to 
one  mind.  We  have  some  of  the  information  about  Project  OK,  now  we  need 
the  rest  to  make  an  informed  decision.  This  demonstration  is  so  that 
you  can  clearly  see  that  there  are  many  who  are  not  satisfied  with 
Project  OK.  In  our  opinion,  you,  similarly,  are  not  fully  informed. 

In  sum,  supporters,  human  rights  organizations,  and  solidarity  groups 
have  informed  us  of  the  gross  human  rights  violations  that  have  taken 
place  in  Mexico.  This  is  one  issue.  The  second  issue  is  that  once 
again  we  have  not  been  given  all  of  the  information  about  your  conduct 
that  concerns  us.  Please  do  not  sign  Project  OK.  Please  open  your 
minds  to  our  objections  and  your  hearts  to  the  plight  of  the  Indigenous 
people  in  Mexico. 

Sincerely, 

People  Against  Oaxaca-Mohawk  Trade  Agreement 

CONTACT:  D . Goodleaf,  P.0.  Box  1048,  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory 
(Quebec,  Canada)  30L  1B0  514-635-5719 

"RE : innu  not  to  Blame  for  Road  Delay"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Mar  1998  11:32:19  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web.net> 

Subj : PR  - INNU  NOT  TO  BLAME  FOR  PARADISE  RIVER  ROAD  DELAY 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  13  March  1998 

INNU  NOT  TO  BLAME  FOR  PARADISE  RIVER  ROAD  DELAY 

(Sheshatshiu)  The  Innu  Nation  is  not  to  blame  for  the  situation  of 
Paradise  River.  The  Innu  Nation  was  reacting  to  remarks  made  this  morning 
on  CBC  Radio  by  Newfoundland  Minister  of  the  Environment  Oliver  Langdon, 
concerning  the  portion  of  the  proposed  Trans-Labrador  Flighway  between 
Cartwright  and  Paradise  River. 

Daniel  Ashini,  Vice-President  of  the  Innu  Nation,  was  shocked  by  Langdon 's 
attempt  to  blame  the  Innu  for  delays  in  the  construction  of  a road  to  the 
isolated  community.  "The  Minister's  remarks  are  shameful",  stated  Ashini. 

"To  blame  the  Innu  for  a decision  that  he  was  legally  required  to  make  is 
hardly  what  you'd  expect  from  a responsible  Minister.  You  can  be  sure  that 
he  didn't  make  this  decision  to  make  the  Innu  happy-he  made  the  decision 
because  the  law  does  not  allow  governments  to  assess  projects  in  a 
piece-meal  fashion." 

"The  only  thing  the  Innu  Nation  did  was  to  remind  the  Minister  of  his 
responsibilities.  If  he  can't  accept  the  burdens  of  his  responsibilities 
perhaps  he  should  resign  as  Minister.",  continued  Ashini.  "And  if  he  is 
going  to  imply  that  the  Innu  made  the  decision,  perhaps  the  Newfoundland 
government  should  get  out  of  the  way  and  let  us  make  the  decisions  in  our 
territory. " 

The  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  won  a major  legal 


victory  against  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  last  summer,  when  they 
successfully  appealed  a decision  by  the  Newfoundland  government  to  allow 
the  construction  of  a road  and  airstrip  at  the  Voisey's  Bay  site.  In  its 
decision,  the  Newfoundland  Court  of  Appeal  ruled  that  "a  proponent  cannot 
shield  parts  of  a proposed  project  from  review  by  artificially  labeling  or 
limiting  his  or  her  description  of  the  works".  This  means  that  proponents 
cannot  'split  a project'  to  evade  an  environmental  review  of  its  overall 
environmental  effects. 

"Project  splitting  is  precisely  what  the  Newfoundland  government  attempted 
in  the  case  of  the  Cartwright  to  Paradise  River  road.  The  road  is  part  of 
the  proposed  Trans-Labrador  Highway,  and  it  must  be  assessed  as  such.  If 
the  Innu  Nation  was  to  accept  the  project-splitting  approach,  we  would  be 
opening  the  entire  process  to  exactly  the  kind  of  abuses  that  we  have 
fought  so  long  and  hard  to  prevent."  Ashini  observed.  "Project-splitting 
allows  proponents  to  build  the  least  environmentally  sensitive  parts  of  a 
project  first,  which  then  creates  pressure  on  governments  to  allow  the  more 
controversial  parts  to  proceed.  In  the  case  of  the  TLH,  this  would  mean 
that  there  would  be  pressure  to  provide  approval  for  joining  sections,  even 
though  they  would  pass  through  highly  sensitive  areas  occupied  and  heavily 
used  by  the  Innu,  areas  that  are  rich  in  migratory  waterfowl,  salmon 
fisheries,  and  other  wildlife." 

Ashini  stated  "The  proper  approach,  the  one  that  is  mandated  by  the 
Newfoundland  Environmental  Assessment  Act  that  Mr.  Langdon  is  supposed  to 
uphold,  is  to  to  look  at  the  entire  TLH  as  one  whole,  to  determine  whether 
it  is  needed  at  all,  and,  if  so,  what  the  best  overall  route  and  mitigation 
measures  would  be  in  order  to  avoid  environmentally  sensitive  areas  or 
create  unnecessary  environmental  impacts.  Anything  less  than  that  is 
irresponsible  and  unacceptable  to  the  Innu  Nation." 

"I  would  just  like  to  remind  the  Minister  and  the  people  of  Paradise  River 
that  the  Innu  Nation  isn't  responsible  for  the  years  of  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  Newfoundland  government.  We  didn't  make  the  decision  to  close  their 
airstrip.  That  was  a government  decision.  We  weren't  the  ones  who  attempted 
to  split  the  project  in  contravention  of  the  law.  That  was  also  a 
government  decision.",  concluded  Ashini.  "If  Mr.  Langdon  and  the  rest  of 
the  Newfoundland  government  can't  accept  the  responsibility  of  making  these 
kind  of  decisions,  they  should  turn  over  the  decision-making  authority  to 
the  Innu,  instead  of  just  trying  to  get  us  to  take  the  blame." 

"RE : Canada  Scrambles  to  Contain  Gustafsen"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Mar  1998  04:16:43  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Canada  scrambles  to  contain  Gustafsen  crisis 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
CANADA  SCRAMBLES  TO  CONTAIN  GUSTAFSEN  CRISIS 

The  Martlet,  University  of  Victoria  Student  Newspaper,  March  12,  1998  by 
Chris  Morabito 

The  Canadian  government  has  gone  into  image  control  mode  in  response  to 
Mayan  outrage  over  the  Gustafsen  Lake  siege,  which  occurred  on  unceded 
Shuswap  territory  in  1995. 

Canadian  officials  reportedly  met  March  1 in  Guatemala  City  with  a 
leading  Mayan  political  organization  that  has  been  demanding  the  release 
of  political  prisoners  O.D.  Pitawanakwat  and  William  Hones  Ignace 
(Wolverine),  as  well  as  a public  inquiry  into  the  1995  siege. 

Among  the  Canadian  delegation  was  former  Saskatchewan  Grand  Chief  Blaine 
Favel,  who  is  the  newly  appointed  Counsellor  on  International  Indigenous 
Issues  for  the  federal  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  International 
Trade. 

A source  in  Guatemala,  who  cannot  be  named  for  reasons  of  safety, 
reported  that  Favel  assured  the  Mayan  organization  that  the  native 
traditionalists  at  Gustafsen  Lake  were  troublemakers  from  outside  the  area 
who  had  instigated  the  conflict  and  had  no  support  from  the  Shuswap  nation 
or  any  other  indigenous  organization.  Favel  also  presented  himself  as  able 
to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  major  indigenous  organizations  in  Canada. 


Favel  also  reportedly  suggested  the  Mayans  voice  their  concerns  to  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations  (AFN),  even  though  many  native  traditionalists 
reject  the  AFN. 

Harold  Pascal,  of  the  sovereigntist  LiL'Wat  Peoples  Movement,  expressed 
outrage  at  a federal  government  employee  speaking  on  behalf  of  Aboriginal 
peoples . 

"As  far  as  I am  concerned,"  said  Pascal,  "Favel  speaks  for  the  AFN, 
which  is  a branch  of  the  Canadian  government." 

It  was  in  September  1997  that  the  Mayans  wrote  to  the  Canadian 
government . 

"We  repudiate  the  deplorable  incidents  and  violations  of  human  rights  of 
our  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Shuswap  People,"  they  wrote.  "We  demand  of 
the  governments  of  Canada,  that  you  adopt  effective  measures  to  comply 
with  and  respect  human  rights  and  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  . . . 

We  will  maintain  our  vigilance  over  your  activities  until  such  time  as  our 
demands,  the  demands  of  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Guatemala  are  met." 

The  Mayan  organization  is  just  one  of  many  international  organizations 
that  have  expressed  outrage  over  the  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake  which  saw 
over  70,000  rounds  of  internationally  prohibited  hollow-point  ammunition 
fired  at  the  20  occupants  of  the  camp. 

Favel  restated  the  long-discredited  NDP/RCMP  version  of  events 
disseminated  during  the  siege.  This  position  was  exposed  during  the 
ensuing  criminal  trial  from  the  RCMP's  own  video  footage  to  be  part  of  a 
smear  and  disinformation  campaign  directed  against  the  defenders  and  their 
supporters . 

At  the  time  of  the  standoff,  the  Gustafsen  Lake  defenders  received  full 
support  from  the  Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs,  who  met  in  an  emergency 
session  on  Sept.  11,  1995. 

Their  "Crisis  Bulletin"  stated:  "Contrary  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
premier  of  B.C.  on  Sept.  5,  1995,  that  'the  armed  occupation  at  Gustafsen 
Lake  is  the  action  of  a handful  of  violent  extremists,  without  the 
participation  or  support  of  a single  band  or  tribal  council, ' the  people 
at  Gustafsen  Lake  do  have  the  full  support  of  the  delegates  attending 
today's  meeting.  The  delegates  in  attendance  are  from  all  parts  of  the 
province. " 

Apparently,  Favel  did  not  inform  the  Mayan  organization  about  this 
support . 

As  well,  the  call  for  an  inquiry  into  police  violence  and  attempted 
murder  at  Gustafsen  Lake  received  the  support  of  more  than  140  chiefs  from 
across  Canada  who  signed  a petition  at  last  year's  AFN  convention  in 
Vancouver . 

Phil  Fontaine,  elected  Chief  of  the  AFN,  promised  a delegation  of  B.C. 
interior  chiefs  their  demands  for  an  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake  would  be 
met  by  his  leadership.  Since  the  election,  the  AFN  has  been  silent  on  the 
issue. 

Favel  was  appointed  by  Foreign  Affairs  Minster,  Lloyd  Axworthy.  In  an 
interview  with  the  Martlet  Favel  made  no  mention  whatsoever  of  Gustafsen 
Lake.  But  he  did  say  that  he  had  gone  to  Guatemala  "to  get  the  lay  of  the 
land,  to  meet  the  people  down  there  and  introduce  them  to  my  new  context." 
Favel  said  there  are  two  main  objectives  to  his  position. 

"One  is  to  deal  with  the  human  rights  issues  as  they  affect  indigenous 
people  in  the  global  community,"  he  said. 

"The  second  front  is  to  try  and  develop  a coherent  trade  policy  for  the 
government  of  Canada  on  indigenous  trade. 

"There  has  been  a growing  interest  among  aboriginal  and  business  people 
to  participate  in  trade  offshore  in  the  international  community,"  said 
Favel,  "and  the  priority  here  [Foreign  Affairs]  is  to  continue  to  advocate 
for  that  within  foreign  affairs  and  international  trade." 

Kahn-Tineta  Horn  is  a Mohawk  woman  and  president  of  the  Canadian 
Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  (CASNP) . She  said  Favel 's 
appointment  by  the  federal  government  means  that  he  simply  works  for  the 
government . 

"It  should  be  made  very  clear  that  he's  a fraud,"  she  said.  "CASNP  has 
been  involved  with  Gustafsen  Lake  before,  during,  after  and  up  to  the 
present.  And  they  continue  to  have  our  full  support. 


"It's  the  old  European  colonial  strategy/'  said  Horn,  "to  put  somebody 
in  power  and  say  they  speak  for  our  people." 
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"RE : BC  NDP  Minister  Blames  Feds" 

Date:  Sun,  15  Mar  1998  04:11:09  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : BC  NDP  Minister  Blames  Feds  for  Gustafsen 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
PETTER  BREAKS  SILENCE  OVER  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE 

The  Martlet,  University  of  Victoria  Student  Newspaper,  March  12,  1998 
by  Chris  Morabito 

An  NDP  cabinet  minister  has  broken  the  party's  silence  regarding  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  siege  which  occurred  in  the  summer  of  1995  at  a sacred 
sundance  site  on  unceded  Shuswap  territory. 

Last  week  in  a taped  interview  with  CFUV  radio,  the  BC  intergovernmental 
affairs  minister  Andrew  Petter  placed  responsibility  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  siege  with  the  federal  government. 

"The  RCMP  was  probably  the  central  player  [in  the  conflict],"  said 
Petter . 

Asked  why  the  BC  NDP  have  thus  far  resisted  demands  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  standoff,  Petter  said,  "The  provinces  do  not  have  the  authority  to 
make  inquiries  into  the  conduct  of  the  RCMP.  If  there  were  to  be  such  an 
inquiry,  it  would  come  more  from  the  federal  government,  said  Petter." 

This  contradicts  claims  made  by  Solicitor  General  of  Canada  Andy  Scott 
who  is  the  federal  minister  responsible  for  the  RCMP. 

In  response  to  a letter  condemning  the  police  siege,  Mr.  Scott,  on  Dec. 

5,  1997  wrote:  "the  administration  of  justice  is  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  provincial  government...  These  matters  do  not  fall  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Solicitor  General  of  Canada." 

And  on  September  2,  1995,  then  Solicitor  General  Flerb  Gray's  special 
assistant  said  the  "confrontation  is  a BC  law  enforcement  issue  that  is 
best  handled  by  the  provincial  attorney-general . " 

The  largest  paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history  was  spearheaded 
by  BC  Attorney  General/Human  Rights  minister  Ujjal  Dosanjh,  who  during  the 
conflict  said  that  he  was  "in  constant  contact  with  the  RCMP,"  and  that 
the  siege  was  "a  criminal  matter"  that  had  "nothing  to  do  with  Aboriginal 
land  claims  or  sundance  ceremonies." 

In  response  to  calls  from  for  international  human  rights  observers,  on 
Sept.  14,  1995  Mr  . Dosanjh  said:  "There  shall  be  no  alien  intervention 
into  the  affairs  of  this  state." 

With  the  provincial  and  federal  governments  deflecting  responsibility 
for  the  police  siege  onto  each  other,  the  call  for  independent 
international  participation  in  any  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake  grows  ever 
more  pertinent. 

Kootenai  elder  Bill  Lightbown  is  a spokesperson  for  the  Ts'peten  Defence 
Committee,  which  is  pressuring  for  a public  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake  as 
well  as  the  release  of  political  prisoners  William  3ones  Ignace 
(wolverine)  and  03  Pitawanakwat . 

Lightbown  finds  it  unbelievable  that  the  provincial  NDP  could  lay 
responsibility  for  an  inquiry  with  the  federal  government. 

According  to  Lightbown,  "The  bottom  line  is  they  [the  province] 


requested  the  RCMP  under  direction  of  Dosanjh,  who  ordered  the  RCMP  into 
Gustafsen  Lake.  They  were  also  responsible  for  pressing  the  federal 
government  to  involve  the  army/'  said  Lightbown. 

"There  appeared  to  be  no  question  at  the  time  that  Dosanjh  was  in  charge 
and  in  control  of  the  whole  incident/'  said  Lightbown. 

When  Petter  was  questioned  further,  he  said,  "I  guess  I'm  not  in  a 
position  where  I'd  want  to  comment.  This  is  a pretty  controversial  issue. 
The  Attorney  General  is  probably  closer  to  it  than  I am." 

Lightbown  believes  the  NDP  is  solely  responsible  for  calling  an  inquiry 
into  Gustafsen  Lake. 

"The  NDP  provincial  government  cannot  ignore  its  duty  to  the  BC  and 
Canadian  public  by  continuing  to  stonewall  the  requirement  for  a public 
inquiry,"  said  Lightbown. 
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Inquiry  calls  to: 

Canadian  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien: 

remote- printer . lean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 
BC  Premier  Glen  Clark:  premier@gov . be . ca 
Please  cc  your  letters  to  <sisis@envirolink.org> 

For  more  information  on  Gustafsen  Lake: 
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"RE : Indigenous  Sell-outs  go  International"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Mar  1998  08:59:45  -0500 
From:  <mohawkns@cyberglobe.net> 

Subj : CASNP  Protests:  Indigenous  Sell-outs  go  International  for 
Canadian  Government] 

UUCP  email 

CASNP  PROTESTS  CANADIAN  GOVERNMENT  INDIGENOUS  SELL-OUT\  BLAINE  FAVEL 
CASNP.  11. Mar. 98.  The  Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  the 
Native  Peoples  was  never  consulted  nor  gave  our  consent  to  be 
represented  in  any  way  by  the  Canadian  government  appointee,  Blaine 
Favel.  Independent  Indigenous  Nations  being  represented  by  a Canadian 
Government  appointee  is  a contradiction.  Recent  rulings  such  as 
Delgamuukw  (British  Columbia)  has  exposed  the  fact  that  most  of  Canada 
is  unceded  Indigenous  territory.  Indigenous  people  have  more  bargaining 
power  with  governments  and  private  interests.  Their  claims  to 
ownership,  control  and  use  of  land  has  been  strengthened.  The  settlers 
who  have  been  living  on  Indigenous  lands  for  a long  time  have  to  now 
establish  a new  relationship  with  the  true  Indigenous  nations.  Canada 
has  been  ruled  by  the  corporations  for  about  20  years.  All  governments 
since  the  1970 's  have  been  committed  to  implementing  the  corporate 
agenda.  Most  do  it  willingly,  others  through  intimidation.  The  facade 
of  democracy  has  been  thinly  maintained,  but  actually  "all  governments 
are  taking  their  votes  from  Mainstreet  and  their  orders  from  Bay 
Street",  states  Ed  Finn  in  "Charge  of  the  Left  Brigade"  (Canadian 
Forum) . We,  therefore,  protest  this  government  imposed  ambassador  whose 
mandate  is  to  push  the  corporate-government  agenda  which  is  to  erode  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Indigenous  people.  Canada  is  under  corporate 
occupation  and  Blaine  Favel  is  an  Indigenous  person  who  is  working  for 
these  corporate  interests. 


Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  President  CASNP 

The  Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  With  the  Native  Peoples 
427  Bloor  St.  W.,  Toronto  Ontario  Canada  M5S  1X7 
416-972-1573  Fax  416-972-6232  Email:  casnp@pathcom.com 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Date:  Tue,  10  Mar  1998  15:21:05  -0800  (PST) 

To:  <mohawkns@cyberglobe. net> 

Subj:  Dept  of  Foreign  Affairs:  Favel  release 

January  9,  1998  No. 3 Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  International  Trade 
AXWORTHY  APPOINTS  INTERNATIONAL  INDIGENOUS  COUNSELLOR  AND  LAUNCHES  NEW 
STRATEGY 

Foreign  Affairs  Minister  Lloyd  Axworthy  today  announced  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Blaine  Favel  as  Counsellor  on  International  Issues.  This  appointment 
will  be  effected  through  an  Executive  Interchange  Canada  agreement  with 
the  Assembly  of  First  Nations.  Mr.  Phil  Fontaine,  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations,  and  Mr.  Favel  were  present  during  the  announcement. 

"In  his  role,  Mr.  Favel  will  provide  myself  and  the  Minister  for 
International  Trade,  Sergio  Marchi,  with  an  important  viewpoint  on  a broad 
range  of  international  issues  affecting  indigenous  peoples  worldwide," 
said  Mr.  Axworthy.  "He  will  provide,  in  particular,  input  and  policy 
advice  on  Canadian  positions  concerning  indigenous  issues  at  the  United 
Nations,  the  Organization  of  American  States  and  other  international 
fora . " 

"This  reflects  the  Government  of  Canada's  commitment  to  develop  a new 
partnership  with  First  Nations  in  Canada  as  stated  in  the  announcement  by 
the  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development,  Jane  Stewart. 

This  appointment  will  support  the  strengthening  of  First  Nations' 
initiatives  in  the  fields  of  economic  and  business  development,  not  only 
in  Canada  but  also  around  the  world,"  stated  Chief  Phil  Fontaine. 

"This  appointment  is  an  example  of  the  commitment  to  new  partnerships  that 
the  government  outlined  in  Gathering  Strength:  Canada's  Aboriginal  Action 
Plan,"  said  Jane  Stewart.  "Two  major  elements  of  the  Plan  are  renewal  of 
partnerships  with  Aboriginal  people  and  support  for  strong  communities, 
people  and  economies.  The  Plan  makes  specific  references  to  international 
partnerships  and  increased  access  to  overseas  markets." 

I'm  pleased  that  the  Government  is  serious  in  its  efforts  to  improve  the 
relationship  with  First  Nations,"  said  Favel.  "My  appointment  is  in  the 
new  spirit  of  partnership  that  can  work  to  promote  Aboriginal  rights." 

Mr.  Favel 's  diplomatic  appointment  is  also  part  of  a strategy  on 
indigenous  economic  and  cultural  development  that  will  be  undertaken  by 
the  Government  of  Canada  in  co-operation  with  the  Canadian  Aboriginal 
community.  The  strategy  will  bring  together  Canadian  federal  departments 
and  Canadian  Aboriginal  organizations  in  new  international  activities.  It 
is  designed  to  promote  awareness  among  Canada's  Aboriginal  Peoples  of  the 
programs  and  funds  available  to  them,  both  inside  and  outside  Canada. 

For  further  information,  media  representatives  may  contact: 

Debora  Brown 

Office  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 

http : //wwwdfait-maeci .gc . ca/engli sh/ news/p res s . releases 

"RE : Courts  vs.  Native  Alaskans"  

Date:  Tue,  17  Mar  1998  02:41:22  -0700 
From:  "Leo  Chavez,  Jr"  <cchavez@Colorado. EDU> 

Subj:  Courts  vs.  Native  Alaskans:  the  'Last  Indian  War' 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

Sorry  folks  that  I haven't  been  able  to  personally  e-mail  you  that  have 
sent  me  some  mail.  It's  just  that  my  e-mail  account  has  been  down  and  my 
girlfriend  has  developed  major  health  problems.  It  has  been  a mess. 
Hopefully  I will  get  back  in  touch  with  you  all  next  week.  So  I hope  you 
find  this  forwarded  article  interesting.  Thanks! 


Leo  T.  Chavez,  Dr. 

"So  you  think  you  got  the  right  to  sing  the  blues... you  choose  to  lose. 
- J.  Eddy  Fink 


Kenneth  Frank,  a member  of  the  Gwich'in  tribe  in  Arctic  Village, 
Alaska,  tells  the  legend  of  the  giant  who  took  over  the  fishing  hole. 
One  of  his  enemies  ran  to  the  far  side  of  the  frozen  lake  and  called 
like  a chickadee,  knowing  the  giant  feared  the  bird.  Hearing  the  call, 
the  giant  fled  in  such  a rush  that  he  tripped,  and  his  enemies  killed 
him.  All  because  of  a tiny  bird  that  thrives  in  arctic  winters. 

The  Gwich'ins  of  Arctic  Village  (population  150)  and  Venetie 
(population  300)  are  fighting  an  ongoing  battle  that  their  attorney. 
Heather  Kendall-Miller,  calls  "the  last  Indian  war."  Late  last  month 
they  experienced  a disturbing  setback  from  the  nation's  highest  court. 

Using  state  and  federal  funds,  the  Native  Alaskans  built  a school 
in  Venetie  a decade  ago  and  wanted  to  tax  the  contractor  for  using 
their  roads  and  water,  just  as  towns  tax  businesses  on  their  land.  But 
the  state  of  Alaska  sued,  saying  the  tribe  had  no  authority  to  collect 
taxes.  The  case  centered  on  whether  the  tribe  has  the  power  to  govern 
activities  on  the  land  it  owns. 

This  "chickadee's  call"  was  seen  by  the  state's  lawyers  as 
threatening  its  business,  legal,  environmental,  judicial,  and  policing 
authority.  They  said  if  the  tribe  prevailed,  it  would  mean  separate, 
sovereign  governments  in  226  tribal  villages,  with  more  than  70,000 
residents . 

One  main  question  drew  the  attention  of  the  US  Supreme  Court:  Does 
Alaska's  territory  embrace  "Indian  Country,"  land  similar  to 
reservations  where  native  people  retain  much  of  their  ancient 
sovereignty  and  can  make  their  own  laws?  The  US  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  said  it  does.  The  Supreme  Court,  however,  ruled  that  native 
Alaskans  do  not  have  the  same  rights  as  Indians  in  the  lower  48  with 
regard  to  native  lands  - that  laws  passed  in  the  1970s  somehow 
silently  took  those  rights  away. 

Indian  law  experts  deride  the  unanimous  decision  written  by  Justice 
Clarence  Thomas  for  ignoring  the  judicial  precedent  that  Congress,  as 
the  trustee  for  all  Indian  tribes,  cannot  extinguish  any  tribal  rights 
without  explanation  of  what  it  is  doing  and  why.  "The  clear  message 
to  tribes  everywhere  is  that  we're  in  a very  scary,  scary  political 
time,"  Ms.  Kendall-Miller  says. 

It's  hard  to  imagine  what  powers  the  state  wants  over  these  remote 
villages.  Flying  state  troopers  in  to  resolve  disputes  is  costly,  time 
consuming,  and  rare.  Disputes  rage  over  who  has  the  right  to  enforce 
fishing,  hunting,  and  environmental  regulations,  with  the  state 
predicting  that,  left  on  their  own,  the  Indians  would  ruin  their 
resources.  Ten  thousand  years  of  tribal  history  indicate  otherwise. 

Already,  chaos  has  surfaced  as  a result  of  the  ruling.  The  state 
attorney  general  is  asking  the  state  supreme  court  if  the  state  should 
recognize  tribal  domestic  violence  protection  orders.  (Under  federal 
law,  states  recognize  such  tribal  orders,  but  it  is  unclear  now  if 
this  applies  to  Alaskan  tribes.) 

Native  Alaskans  will  be  taking  their  cause  to  Congress,  to  push  for 
bills  clarifying  Indian  Country  law  and  the  rights  of  sovereign 
tribes.  Gideon  James,  a council  member  of  the  native  Village  of 
Venetie  Tribal  Government,  is  traveling  to  Geneva  in  a few  weeks  to 
join  a UN  working  group  on  indigenous  people  in  an  attempt  to  find 
justice  for  the  tiny  Gwich'in  tribe  through  international  circles. 

"It's  a basic  principle  that  self-determination  is  a fundamental 
human  right,"  Kendall-Miller  said.  "There's  no  expression  of  true 
self-determination  when  indigenous  people  are  forced  to  have  to  deal 
with  the  laws  of  the  colonizing  power." 

The  1.8  million  acres  the  Gwich'in  own  outright  does  not  feel  like 
a place  to  colonize,  a land  of  opportunity  where  anyone  would  need  to 
care  about  taxes  on  outsiders.  The  school-construction  tax  that 
started  the  court  battle  wasn't  exorbitant,  about  5 percent.  But  the 
non-native  legislators  in  Juneau  seem  to  assume  that,  given  the  power. 


the  Indians  would  treat  everyone  else  as  shoddily  as,  historically, 
policymakers  have  treated  the  Indians. 

Venetie  and  Arctic  Village  are  not  places  one  visits  without  good 
reason  - there's  no  place  to  stay.  Arctic  Village,  the  northernmost 
Indian  community  in  the  US,  is  about  an  hour's  flight  over  empty 
mountains.  The  high  ridges,  sky,  rooftops,  streets,  and  chimney  smoke 
are  all  varying  shades  of  bluish  white.  Outsiders  flying  into  native 
villages  have  complained  when  local  officials  search  their  bags 
without  probable  cause,  but  the  villagers  believe  this  is  necessary  to 
keep  their  communities  free  of  alcohol  and  smugglers. 

The  tribe  will  continue  on  as  it  has  for  millennia,  without  much 
change,  despite  the  ruling  of  nine  justices  on  the  other  side  of  the 
continent  who  favor  the  "giant"  who  wants  to  keep  the  "fishing 
hole"  to  himself.  The  Gwich'in  will  continue  hunting  caribou  and 
using  everything  but  the  antlers,  which  often  hang  above  doorways. 

In  his  home,  Mr.  Frank  displays  a fist-shaped  maroon  object  - the 
delicate,  translucent  lining  of  a caribou  heart,  used  to  carry  bits  of 
fat  from  ground  squirrels  and  other  small  game,  which  villagers  need 
in  their  winter  diet.  It  is  usually  soft  and  malleable  from  the 
grease,  he  explains,  but  it  feels  light  and  brittle  now.  Fragile,  like 
the  traditions  behind  it. 

Tina  Kelley  is  a freelance  writer  in  Seattle. 

"RE : The  Peoples'  Perspective"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Mar  1998  03:26:32  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : The  Peoples'  perspective  - LiL'Wat  Estken 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
LIL'WAT  ESTKEN  - ..."We  claim  that  we  are  the  rightful  owners  of  our 
Tribal  Territories,  and  everything  Pertaining  thereto ...  1911  Declaration 
THE  PEOPLES'  PERSPECTIVE: 

We  the  Peoples  of  'OUR'  yet  'unceded'  land  are  yet  again  notifying  the 
world  - Our  lands  are  still  unceded.  We  have  yet  to  have  Canadian  and 
international  "law"  addressed  in  a court  that  is  fair  and  just.  Our 
Peoples'  Court  has  yet  to  be  convened  so  that  the  "natural"  law  can  also 
be  addressed  in  an  honest  fashion.  The  Spiritual,  physical  and  mental 
abuse  that  our  "forefathers"  were  exposed  to  (re:  Genocide)  is  still  being 
practiced  by  today's  society.  We  know  that  all  of  the  decisions  rendered  by 
the  CANADIAN'S  3UDICIAL  SYSTEM  are  not  based  on  constitutional, 
international  and  natural  law. 

The  assumption  of  jurisdiction  promoted  by  the  police  and  politicians  is 
nothing  less  than  GENOCIDE.  We  the  People  also  wish  to  state  that  we  do 
not  agree  with  the  overharvesting,  overdevelopment  and  the  selling  of  our 
resources  that  are  yet  to  be  purchased  from  'US',  in  accordance  to  the 
law.  We  also  make  it  known  that  the  INDIAN  ACT  that  is  so  strongly 
promoted  by  Canadians  and  their  collaborators  is  in  violation  of  our  HUMAN 
RIGHTS.  The  recent  supreme  court  decision  on  the  Delgamuukw'  case  is  not 
based  on  law  as  we  have  previously  stated.  It  cannot  give  title  - which 
has  already  been  given  to  us  by  the  Creator.  We  the  people  have  long 
concluded  that  all  Royal  Commissions,  task  forces,  and  treaty  making 
processes  are  all  based  on  compromises  which  we  do  not  favor,  because  they 
are  not  based  on  law. 

We  must  also  state  that  we  have  notified  UN  Security  Council,  Queen's 
Privy  Council,  The  World  Court,  Supreme  Court  of  BC,  and  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Canada  of  all  of  the  violations  of  International,  Constitutional  and 
Natural  law.  The  apologies  that  have  been  given  by  the  churches  and 
branches  of  the  federal  government  does  not  meet  the  needs  of  those  that 
have  been  killed,  maimed  and  molested  and  those  now  incarcerated  because 
they  stood  in  the  way  of  progress. 

The  financial  compensation  that  is  now  being  offered  for  healing  (heeling) 
will  be  considered  as  reparations  for  our  experience  in  our  genocide,  that 
we  are  now  being  exposed  to  daily  because  the  law  that  we  have  presented 
to  the  courts  is  being  stonewalled.  WE  further  state  that  all  properties 


expropriated  from  us  should  be  returned  to  us  in  good  faith.  Examples  are 
church  properties,  land  leases  and  burial  sites  that  are  now  being 
desecrated  by  development. 

THE  CONTINUED  GENOCIDE,  (APPREHENSION  OF  OUR  CHILDREN),  NEO-COLONIALISM 
AND  EXPLOITATIONS,  ALL  FOR  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT,  MUST  STOP  NOW!!!!! 

Harold  Pascal 

PO  BOX  208  Mount  Currie,  BC  VON  2K0  Ph/Fax  (604)  894-6095 
Email:  estken@direct . ca 
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The  Village  of  Hotevilla  Traditional  Elders  vs  United  States 
Government  Case  #97-157-18,  there  would  be  no  oral  hearing  on  March  11, 
1998.  But  there  is  A HEARING  today.. 

Thank  you  All  our  Friends  for  helping  with  our  Situation  in  San 
Francisco  and  helping  us  verify  *Although  there  will  be  no  oral  hearing 
this  day*  There  still  IS  a Hearing  however  and  we  still  need  Help  "To  give 
us  all  more  information  on  how  to  proceed.  This  is  my  understanding  of 
what  is  going  to  happen  today  and  why  our  Prayers  and  Good  thoughts  are 
important  to  the  Hopi  Elders  and  (could  be)  all  Native  Lands." 

In  a real  life  David  and  Goliath  , Chief  Dan  Evehema  and  the  Traditional 
Elders  of  Hotevilla  are  suing  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council,  the  Indian  Health 
Services,  and  the  Federal  Government.  There  is  a lot  to  this,  I don't 
understand,  not  being  a lawyer.  But  this  I do  understand  they  need  our 
prayers  and  help.  If  they  win  then  it  will  change  how  these 
"organizations"  will  have  to  deal  not  only  with  the  Traditional  Hopi  but 
All  Native  American  Tribes  with  concerns  such  as  , Sovereignty,  Religious 
Freedom,  land  ownership.  So  we  are  asking  you  today  to  help  us  send 
Thoughts  to  these  Dudges  and  their  legal  Assistance. 

A panel  of  judges  (maybe  3)  reads  what  has  been  submitted  in  writing  to 
them,  and  after  they  have  read  what  the  law  clerks  have  researched,  then 
this  panel  will  talk  among  themselves,  and  then  they  will  write  an  opinion, 
they  would  present  as  their  decision.  No  one  else  will  be  involved  in 
the  decision.  According  to  our  friends,  this  is  an  advantage  for  the 
Native  American.  They  say  that  probably  this  would  be  an  advantage 
because  the  government  lawyers  would  not  be  able  to  do  shenanigans  and 
big  scenes  in  court.  (Which  we  did  experience  last  year  at  the  Hearing.) 
Chief  Dan  Evehema  went  into  that  Hearing  last  year  doing  his  Prayer  Work. 
And  it  has  been  suggested  that  we  support  them  once  again  with  prayers  and 
good  energy  for  Dustice  and  a Fair  Hearing  for  the  Truth  and  the  Creators 
Will.  Will  you  join  us  today  in  Prayer?  For  Peace  and  Dustice  and  Fair 
Hearing  for  the  Hopi  Traditional  Elders  court  case  #97-157-18.  In  San 
Francisco  9th  circuit  court  Today,  I don't  know  what  time  so  all  day  if 
possible.  Send  them  prayers  and  Good  Thoughts  for  Peace  and  Dustice. 

Thank  you  all  in  advance  and  again  for  your  help  and  prayers.  In  service 
to  the  Holy  Ancestors,  Katherine  Cheshire,  touch  the  earth  foundation 


http : //www.timesoft . com/hopi 
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Another  view 

The  $12-billion  proposal  unveiled  yesterday  by  Quebec  and  Newfoundland  to 
further  develop  hydro  power  on  the  Churchill  River  in  Labrador  has  obvious 
political  appeal  for  both  provinces. 

After  more  than  20  years  of  bitter  dispute  and  legal  action  over  the  terms 
of  the  existing  Churchill  Falls  power  contract,  Newfoundland  has  set  its 
historic  grievances  aside.  The  1969  agreement  effectively  allows 
Hydro-Quebec  to  reap  huge  profits  by  reselling  cheap  power  from  Churchill 
Falls  at  big  mark-ups. 

Newfoundland  failed  twice  to  get  the  courts  to  overturn  that  contract. 
Premier  Brian  Tobin  has  now  decided  that  co-operation,  construction  and 
economic  development  pay  more  dividends  than  litigation. 

For  Premier  Bouchard,  yesterday's  announcement  also  makes  good  politics. 
Hydro-Quebec  has  taken  a public-relations  beating  since  the  January  ice 
storm.  Now  the  premier  can  restore  Hydro's  long-standing  image  as  a builder 
of  mega-projects. 

The  proposal  presented  yesterday  by  Hydro-Quebec  and  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador  Hydro  calls  for  expanding  the  current  5,400  megawatt  capacity  at 
Churchill  Falls  by  an  additional  1,000  megawatts.  The  two  utilities  also 
plan  to  build  a 2,200-megawatt  generating  station  at  the  Gull  Island  site 
on  the  Lower  Churchill  River.  And  a $2. 2-billion  high-voltage  transmission 
line  linking  Labrador  to  Newfoundland  is  also  under  discussion. 

A public  policy  decision  to  invest  billions  in  hydro  power  must  do  more 
than  make  good  headlines,  however.  It  must  make  social  and  economic  sense, 
too.  This  is  where  yesterday's  (Monday's)  announcement  raises  serious 
concerns . 

The  fact  that  Labrador's  Innu  community  has  been  excluded  from  the  talks 
suggests  that  native  rights  and  land  claims  will  be  a very  big  hurdle 
before  construction  can  begin.  And,  while  both  provinces  made  much  of  the 
fact  that  the  new  Churchill  projects  would  not  contribute  to  the 
greenhouse-gas  problem,  there  are  environmental  questions  that  must  be 
answered  before  the  project  goes  ahead,  as  with  any  massive  hydro 
development . 

Perhaps  the  biggest  cause  for  concern  is  the  plan's  focus  on  the  export 
market  and  the  apparent  assumption  that  selling  surplus  energy  to  the 
United  States  will  be  profitable.  While  it  is  true  that  the  U.S.  energy 
market  has  been  deregulated  and  that  Canadian  suppliers  are  free  to  sell 
electricity  there  as  long  as  they  open  their  home  markets,  this  is  no 
guarantee  of  success. 

A recent  assessment  of  Hydro-Quebec's  development  plan  by  the  Helios 
Centre,  an  energy  consulting  firm,  argues  convincingly  that  the  utility  has 
been  selling  electricity  to  the  U.S.  at  a loss.  The  best  price  Hydro  can 
get  for  its  power  in  the  U.S.  is  just  over  three  cents  a kilowatt-hour.  But 
the  combined  cost  of  producing  and  distributing  that  electricity  averages 
4.4  cents  a kilowatt-hour,  according  to  the  Helios  study. 

The  economics  of  the  energy  business  are  changing  fast.  New  technologies 
such  as  fuel  cells  and  gas-fired  co-generation  are  being  developed  that 
will  reduce  the  need  for  long  transmission  lines  and  cut  costs  to 


consumers.  The  deregulated  energy  market  in  the  U.S.  is  now  a commodity 
market  where  what  really  counts  is  the  spot  price  (the  best  available  price 
in  the  open  market).  Currently,  spot  prices  in  the  U.S.  can  run  as  low  as 
one  to  three  cents  a kilowatt-hour. 

Quebec  and  Newfoundland  can't  come  close  to  matching  that  in  their  cost  of 
production  at  Churchill  Falls,  when  you  consider  the  cost  of  financing  and 
building  new  dams  and  transporting  power  over  long  distances. 

Beware  of  governments  bearing  mega-projects. 
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Island  hook-up  now  or  never:  Tobin 

Premier  Brian  Tobin  says  it's  now  or  never  for  the  development  of  a 
$2-billion  transmission  line  connecting  the  island  with  Labrador  and  the 
North  American  power  grid. 

"We're  the  only  jurisdiction  in  North  America  off-grid,"  he  told  The 
Evening  Telegram's  editorial  board  Tuesday. 

"Everybody  else  is  on-grid  and  the  marketplace  is  working  right  now  with 
deregulation . " 

Newfoundland  and  Labrador  would  be  far  better  off  over  the  long  term, 
from  a pricing  perspective,  connected  to  the  North  American  hydro  grid  , he 
said . 

A provincial  analysis  has  indicated  everyone  connected  to  the  North 
American  grid  will  encounter  stable  hydro  pricing  over  a 30-year  period. 

The  province,  however,  will  see  a pricing  increase. 

"Energy  costs  everywhere  else  have  stabilized  or  are  declining,"  he  said, 
adding  the  province  must  try  to  mirror  trends  elsewhere. 

While  the  province's  electricity  rates  are  competitive,  that  could  change 
if  Newfoundland  fails  to  link  itself  with  the  North  American  grid,  he  said. 

"But  looking  out  30  years,  we're  going  that  way  (upward),  and  the  rest  of 
the  world  is  moving  along  at  a pretty  fixed  and  stable  rate,"  he  said. 

The  development  of  the  transmission  line,  however,  will  not  have  an  impact 
on  the  agreement  in  principle  between  Quebec  and  Newfoundland  to  expand  the 
Upper  Churchill's  hydroelectric  potential  by  1,000  megawatts  and  build  a 
2,200-megawatt  hydro  station  at  Gull  Island  on  the  Lower  Churchill  River. 

But  the  proposed  hydro  projects  provide  the  province  with  an  avenue  to 
potentially  convince  Ottawa  that  it  should  assist  with  the  building  of  a 
transmission  line  to  the  island. 

"I  would  disagree  with  anybody  who  said  that  the  federal  government 
shouldn't  help  us,"  Tobin  said. 

Ottawa's  major  benefit  will  come  from  reduction  in  greenhouse  gas 
emissions  that  will  go  a long  way  to  helping  Canada  reach  emission  targets 
established  at  the  1997  Convention  on  Climate  Change  in  Kyoto,  Japan. 

Under  the  Kyoto  Protocol,  Canada  has  committed  to  reducing  greenhouse  gas 
emissions  to  effectively  reach  1990  levels  by  2010.  The  Lower  Churchill 
project  could  contribute  about  15  per  cent  of  the  benefits  to  reach  that 
target . 

Ottawa  has  not  ruled  out  the  idea  of  transferring  emission  credits  to  the 
provinces  to  help  the  country  meet  its  Kyoto  targets.  That  could  involve 
some  form  of  compensation  for  provinces  which  help  eliminate  greenhouse  gas 
emissions . 

Tobin  has  asked  Ottawa  to  assist  with  the  transmission  line  in  return  for 
emission  credits.  A feasibility  study  will  be  carried  out. 
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Bouchard  and  Tobin  ignored  the  Innu 

Quebec  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  and  Newfoundland  Premier  Brian  Tobin  should 
have  been  the  least  surprised  people  in  Canada  when  Innu  protesters  gave 
them  a rude  welcome  this  week.  The  two  men  got  together  to  announce  that 
their  provinces  plan  to  build  more  hydro-electric  projects  on  the  Churchill 
River  in  Labrador. 

The  projects  are  massive  and  will  cost  $9.7  billion.  The  two  provinces  are 
also  considering  building  a hydro-electric  project  on  the  Muskrat  River. 

Only  one  problem  got  in  the  way  of  the  two  premiers'  little  party:  They 
forgot  to  consult  the  people  who  live  on  the  land  near  the  proposed 
projects,  the  Innu. 

The  condescending  way  the  two  governments  treated  the  native  people  is 
stunning.  It  could  end  up  being  counterproductive,  creating  more 
difficulties  for  the  proposed  projects  than  would  otherwise  exist. 

The  premiers  acknowledged  that  the  Innu  in  Labrador  and  northern  Quebec 
have  to  be  part  of  any  deal  and  they  say  that  provincial  officials  had 
offered  to  brief  the  Innu.  Being  briefed  after  the  fact,  however,  is  far 
different  from  being  consulted  beforehand,  lust  as  surely  as  water  is 
pulled  by  gravity  over  a falls,  the  approach  the  two  governments  took 
produced  a bitter  protest. 

The  premiers  have  forgotten  --  perhaps  intentionally  --  that  the  Innu 
still  have  compensation  claims  outstanding  from  the  construction  of  the 
first  Churchill  Falls  development  in  1971.  They  lost  land.  And  now  they're 
claiming  ownership  of  vast  amounts  of  Labrador's  interior. 

lust  as  Newfoundland  fought  to  get  a better  financial  deal  from  Quebec 
for  the  first  hydro  development,  the  Innu  seek  what  they  perceive  to  be 
fair  compensation.  Newfoundland  should  understand  this. 

Quebec's  treatment  of  the  native  population  in  both  Labrador  and  in 
Quebec,  where  lines  and  towers  would  carry  the  power,  will  also  be  watched 
closely  because  of  the  Quebec  government's  views  on  sovereignty.  Considering 
the  contempt  shown  by  the  Quebec  government  in  this  case  for  the  natives, 
it  is  not  hard  to  imagine  why  the  idea  of  a sovereign  Quebec  has  little 
support  among  aboriginal  people  in  that  province. 

It's  hard  enough  dealing  with  grievances  aboriginal  peoples  have  about  the 
way  they  were  treated  in  the  past.  The  last  thing  anyone  needs  is  to  see 
the  list  of  grievances  become  longer. 

SUMMARY  - 

Quebec  and  Newfoundland  were  unwise  to  start  power  projects  without 
consulting  the  local  Innu. 

The  Kitchener-Waterloo  Record 
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This  is  an  excerpt  from  a story  entitled,  "Life  on  the  Reservation,  for 
me".  By  Wade  Rain.  The  first  part,  takes  place  at  Blackfoot,  Mt. 
in  the  late  30's.  These  words  are  true  and  accurate. 

"I  and  my  sisters  gathered  used  railroad  ties  for  the  stove,  which  I 
sawed  and  split  one  block  at  a time.  During  the  winter,  the  welded 
horseshoe  handle  of  the  crosscut  logging  saw  seared  my  naked  fingers 
with  cold.  Car  tires  were  also  very  welcome  for  our  thirty  gallon  drum 
heater.  Dad  made  it  with  a door  in  front  and  split  tire  rims  from  a car 
wheel  for  legs.  I cut  the  center  wire  ring  of  the  tires  away  with  the 
butcher  knife  and  then  into  ten  inch  chunks  to  fit  the  heater  and  cook 


stove.  Sometimes  the  chimney  and  stove  became  red  hot  and  I lay  awake 
half  the  night  worrying;  how  would  I get  my  mother  and  sisters  out  of 
the  house  if  it  caught  on  fire?  The  nearest  neighbor  was  a quarter  mile 
west  of  us.  What  if  mom  was  unconscious  from  her  medicine?  Would  I and 
my  sisters  be  able  to  drag  her  out  a window  or  the  door?  I lay  in  the 
dark  not  daring  to  fall  asleep;  then  as  false  dawn  crept  in  the  window 
and  my  breath  became  visible  outside  my  covers,  I could  finally  drift 
off,  knowing  that  this  time  we  were  all  safe. 

One  winter  our  food  came  from  an  "Extra  Gang"  cook  on  the  nearby 
railroad  work  train.  She  gave  us  her  leftovers,  but  I'm  sure  she  cooked 
more  than  necessary  so  she  would  have  some  to  give  us. 

On  bitterly  cold  nights,  a used  five  gallon  can  served  as  the  indoor 
toilet.  The  stove  was  allowed  to  go  out  to  conserve  fuel,  so  it  got 
quite  cold  inside.  The  odor  of  the  "indoor  bathroom"  was  quelled  by  the 
intense  cold,  but  soon  as  I started  the  fire  and  the  house  begin  to 
thaw,  there  was  a fight  among  us  kids  over  who  would  empty  it,  the 
reason  being  self  explanatory.  In  fact,  it  got  so  cold  in  the  house 
during  those  nights  that  if  the  drinking  water  bucket  was  not  emptied 
before  we  retired,  it  froze  solid  and  the  bottom  would  pop  out;  which 
happened  at  least  once.  We  kids,  five  of  us,  slept  together  for  warmth, 
three  girls  at  the  head  of  the  bed  and  two  boys  at  he  foot;  the  smaller 
children,  kept  mom  warm.  Blankets,  quilts,  and  coats  kept  us  very 
comfortable. 

In  another  one  of  our  homes,  we  kids  slept  in  the  attic,  with  mom  and 
dad  downstairs.  The  house  was  located  in  the  center  of  the  residential 
part  of  town.  This  was  where  I was  exposed  to  what  the  whites  now  call 
the  "Native  American  way  of  life".  The  southwest  wind  carried  the  sound 
of  beating  drums  and  old  Indians  singing  to  each  other  far  west  on 
Moccasin  Flat. 

Between  the  ages  of  nine  and  thirteen  a childhood  friend  of  my 
grandmother,  an  old  man  who  rode  his  horse  eighty  miles,  a full  blood; 
visited  us  in  the  summer.  He  couldn't  or  wouldn't  speak  english  and  we 
kids  learned  quite  a few  words  in  Blackfeet  from  him  as  he  asked  us  for 
his  needs.  In  later  years,  long  after  he  was  dead,  I found  out  that  he 
was  taught  to  forget  the  old  way  by  learning  basket  weaving,  something 
completely  alien  to  the  Blackfeet  culture.  So...  to  assimilate  into  the 
white  society  was  the  objective  during  my  stay  on  my  reservation . " 

Wade  Rain  copyright  1998 
love  you  Monikapi~  your  li'girl 
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Date:  Thu,  12  Mar  1998  00:18:48  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : From  my  old  files... 
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d'laan'te...  I had  promised,  from  time  to  time,  to  repost  articles  from  my 
bbs  years.  Here  is  one  from  August  of  1995,  entitled,  "Anger?  What 
Anger. . . ?" 

Now  beginning  my  6th  decade  on  this  journey  full  of  wonder,  tasting 
horror  & beauty  in  equal  measure,  having  brought  new  life  into  the  world  & 
snuffed  other  life  out...,  years  of  study,  on  the  road,  on  the  land,  & 
then  in  some  of  the  more  prestigious  "institutions  of  higher  learning"  on 
the  planet,  on  other  continents,  in  prison,  and  30plus  years  working  and 
living  with  the  most  destitute  peoples  in  North  America...  There  are  times 
when  I wonder  if  working  in  my  chosen  field  of  "Community  & Organizational 
Development"  in  Indian  Country  was  worth  more  than  the  easier  (&  richer) 
route  of  corporate  life  that  I've  turned  down  so  often...  Then  I get  a 
letter  from  an  old  'student/colleague'  such  as  the  following  & I'm  filled 
with  pride  at  having  made  the  right  choice,  & all  doubts  disappear. 

Bob,  (not  his  real  name)  one  of  my  more  'moderate'  students  back  in 
'74- '75,  (&  now  a respected  traditional  Chief  among  his  Nation)  sent  me 


this  after  reading  about  the  recent  DIA/Health  Canada  study  on  water  & 
sewage  in  Native  communities.  He  sent  it  to  the  local  newspaper  but  they 
refused  to  print  it.  I'll  keep  my  opinion  of  his  letter  to  myself.  What  do 
you  think? 

August  1995 

"...  Had  the  treaties  been  respected,  the  inf rastructures  (housing,  water, 
schools,  health  services,  roads,  etc)  would  be  adequate  in  every  First 
Nation  community  today.  Had  the  treaties  been  respected.... 

The  First  Nations  that  signed  Treaty  with  the  Crown  are  still  holding 
up  their  sides  of  the  bargain;  the  subjects  of  the  Crown  are  still 
permitted  to  occupy  parts  of  our  lands  & build  their  cities  & businesses, 
their  families  & their  lives....  And,  compared  to  their  original  home, 
they  can  do  so  in  peace,  freedom  and  a huge,  rich,  clean  environment. 

Last  summer  the  entire  population  of  Pukatawagan  (part  of  Mathias 
Colomb  First  Nation  in  NW  Manitoba),  over  600  elders,  adults  & children, 
abandoned  their  community  for  about  a month.  Some  left  by  plane,  most  in 
cars  & trucks,  & approx  150  walked  the  135  kilometres  to  the  nearest  town 
in  symbolic  protest.  They  were  leaving  due  to  outbreak  of  hepatitis  that 
killed  2 & hospitalized  dozens  of  others,  and  the  hepatitis  was  in  their 
fouled  water  supply.  The  press  said  "Whoop-dee-doo ! Indians  are  marching 
in  protest  again!  The  Annual  Whiners  Parade!"  Mr  & Mrs  Canada  tsk-tsk'd 
all  over  the  place,  (and  here  you  thought  it  was  crickets  you  heard.)  The 
Minister  promised  action.  A coast  to  coast  study  (that  word  again)  was 
undertaken,  & that  one  (1)  community's  water  supply  was  quickly  cleaned 
up.  The  heat  from  the  press-coverage  disappeared  and  so  did  the  issue  of 
prevention  of  deaths  by  disease  in  First  Nation  communities.  Mr  & Mrs 
Canada  stopped  making  noises  of  concern  and  got  back  to  important 
stuff...;  like  03  & baby  seals.  Indian  death  rates  due  to  disease  remain 
unacceptably  high  by  World  Health  Organization  Standards,  and  ARE  RISING, 
but  the  founders  of  Canada  passed  a law  that  Indian  deaths  don't  mean 
anything  to  the  'Canada  family'  unless  there  are  cameras  present,  (the 
"Outa-Sight,  Outa-Mind"  Statute  of  1867). 

And  now  we  have  "The  Study"...,  and  once  again  the  papers  proclaim  that 
"...  there  is  a problem..."  but  with  special  emphasis  on,  "...  the 
COST..."  of  saving  Indian  peoples  lives  by  provision  of  barely  adequate 
infrastructure  for  their  communities...  ("...  over  $l-billion ! . . . , of 
taxpayers  money!") 

I wonder  how  much  the  lyr  study  by  countless  pencil-pushers  cost?  And 
ESPECIALLY  I wonder  if  those  pencil-pushers,  the  reporters,  and  Mr  & Mrs 
Canada  ever  takes  a single  moment  to  remember  that  those  tax  dollars,  and 
ALL  of  the  non-taxed  dollars  ever  made  in  Canada  are  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  First  NAtions  gave  permission,  by  Treaties,  for  them  all  to  live  here, 
build  businesses  & institutions  & families  here...  ??  Now  that  those  folks 
are  faced  with  the  cost  of  the  neglect  of  the  Treaties  by  their  fathers  & 
grandfathers,  they  conveniently  forget  the  benefits  they  are  enjoying  due 
to  those  Treaties,  and  look  blindly  at  the  'costs'  of  honoring  their 
contracts . 

Hey  out  there...!  Go  ahead.  Tell  me,  with  a straight  face,  about  how 
"ethical"  one  becomes  when  your  life  is  based  on  "Dudeo-Christian 
values'...  Tell  me,  with  a straight  face,  how  euro-american  "civilization" 
is  "firmly  based  on  the  rule  of  law"  (such  as  honoring  of  contractual 
agreements  & Treaties?)...  Go  ahead,  my  smug  fellow-"citizens  of  the  best 
country  on  earth,"  and  convince  this  family  that  your  highly-touted 
"principles"  mean  more  to  you  than  your  pocketbooks 

Well?...  Gee,  it's  so  quiet....  No  Canadian 

citizen  to  speak  up? 

Don't  worry,  Mr  & Mrs  Canada;  I won't  continue  to  embarrass  you  by 
pointing  out  your  total  moral  bankruptcy  again.  You  don't  know  what  I'm 
talking  about.  The  near  future  will  bring  harsh  enlightenment.  The  Indian 
birth  rate  is  twice  that  of  yours.  As  more  and  more  Indian  people  become 
parents  and  are  forced  to  watch  their  children  die  needless  deaths,  deaths 
that  could  have  been  avoided  if  the  solemn  word  of  your  representatives 
had  any  value  whatsoever,  their  grief  and  anger  will  rise  up  like  a tidal 
wave  the  like  of  which  you  have  never  seen  before,  and  then  your  children 


and  your  grandchildren  will  pay  a much,  MUCH  higher  price  than  you  can 
ever  now  imagine  as  you  sit  & study  "costs"... 

You  Canadians  just  go  right  on  talking  about  "costs"  & not  acting  on 
your  famous  'principles'...,  while  I prepare  my  grandchildren  for  a 
rendezvous  with  yours.  When  their  day  in  the  Sun  arrives,  I am  making  sure 
that  they  will  remember  this  evident  'value'  of  your  culture  in  rendering 
their  final  judgement.  You  shall  truly  "reap  as  you  sow." 

In  the  Spirit  of  Tecumseh...  Bob  ..." 

"RE : Haudenosaunee  Rule  of  Law"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Mar  1998  13:38:09  -0500 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe.net> 

Subj : Communique  Re:  Actions  Taken  by  Onondaga  Council  of  Chiefs 

UUCP  email 

Haudenosaunee  Rule  of  Law  versus  Actions  Taken  by  Onondaga  Council  of 
Chiefs 

On  March  2,  1998  four  smoke  shops  on  the  Onondaga  nation  Territory  were 
destroyed  by  a combination  of  bulldozers  and  fire.  Several  Onondaga  Nation 
citizens  were  brutally  beaten.  This  occurred  at  the  direction  of  the 
Onondaga  Council  of  Chiefs  and  Clanmothers  on  the  premise  that  they  were 
operating  illegally. 

Dustice  to  the  Haudenosaunee  does  not  have  the  same  meaning  as  in  the 
American  or  Canadian  justice  system.  Haudenosaunee  justice  is  rooted  in 
the  following  four  principles:  the  use  of  reason,  persuasion,  satisfaction 
and  compensation.  It  appears  that  not  one  of  these  principles  has  been 
utilized  up  to  this  point.  What  occurred  on  the  Onondaga  Nation  Territory 
to  Onondaga  citizens  is  not  justice  according  to  the  Constitution,  the 
Great  law  of  Peace.  Words  used  by  the  Onondaga  Council  of  Chiefs  such  as 
"control  trade  and  commerce"  are  contrary  to  the  concept  of  willingly 
working  together  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  In  other  words,  when  law  is 
made  it  must  have  the  consensus  of  all,  especially  those  who  will  be 
affected  by  it.  This  is  the  reason  an  enforcement  agency  should  not  be 
necessary.  When  one  has  ownership  of  the  law,  then  it  is  more  likely  that 
one  will  abide  by  the  law.  When  one  is  part  of  the  process  from  the 
beginning  then  one  truly  understands  and  accepts  that  the  law  is  important. 

Our  Constitution  promotes  inclusion  rather  than  exclusion  in  order  to  have 
a cooperative  society.  It  appears  that  this  did  not  occur.  Otherwise  it 
does  not  seem  feasible  that  four  businesses  could  possibly  be  opposed  to 
something  that  they,  themselves  have  been  a part  of  creating.  Had  it  been 
only  one  person  or  business,  perhaps  one  could  say  that  he/she  were 
obstinate  and  that  persuasion  would  be  used  to  correct  them,  but  never 
violence. 

Our  Law  is  one  of  bringing  about  peace  and  harmony.  It  was  stated  by  the 
Onondaga  Council  of  Chiefs  in  their  press  statement  of  March  2,  1998  that 
"closures  were  affected  without  serious  injury  to  anyone".  The  fact  that 
physical  injury  occurred  is  too  much.  In  addition  one  cannot  measure  the 
emotional  injury  that  may  damage  the  lifetime  of  individuals  who,  in  some 
cases  are  close  relatives.  Our  tradition  tells  us  that  we  must  have 
respect  and  love  for  each  other  just  as  we  must  have  respect  and  love  for 
the  natural  world.  In  the  Ahentekariwatekwen  (The  Words  That  Come  Before 
All),  we  give  a greeting  and  thanksgiving  for  our  people  that  they  are 
still  here,  all  life  is  precious. 

Paul  A.W.  Wallace  expressed  in  the  "White  Roots  of  Peace"  (University  of 
Pennsylvania  Press,  1946)  that  clear  thinking  or  rational  thought  was  the 
basis  for  the  proposition  that  human  beings  should  not  abuse  one  another. 
Interactions  between  humans  had  to  be  on  a positive  level  in  order  to 
further  the  principle  of  rational  thought.  In  order  to  resolve  any  matter 
it  was  necessary  to  believe  two  propositions: 

a)  that  each  person  was  capable  of  rational  thought 

b)  that  each  person  desired  a return  to  a peace  state 
Negotiations,  thus,  could  only  proceed  if  the  two  above  mentioned  beliefs 


were  present.  The  titleholders  who  have  initiated  this  path  of  violence 
obviously  do  not  believe  in  the  necessary  propositions  or  have  forgotten 
them.  Clear  thinking  "put  your  minds  together  as  one"  was  the  backbone  of 
a willingness  to  lay  aside  emotions  of  fear  and  hatred  in  order  to  pursue 
the  path  of  peace.  To  be  able  to  negate  the  desire  for  revenge  is  crucial. 

In  this  case,  there  was  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Onondaga  Council  of 
Chiefs.  It  has  resulted  in  chaos  and  has  upset  the  chances  of  a peaceful 
solution  in  the  conflict.  We  are  told  that  Rotianer  (chiefs)  must  have 
skin  seven  spans  thick  in  order  to  carry  out  their  duties.  Onondaga 
citizens  would  not  abide  by  what  the  Onondaga  Council  of  Chiefs  considered 
"Onondaga  Law"  and  was  the  reason  the  Chiefs  retaliated  in  a violent 
manner.  Social  order  and  harmony  amongst  Haudenosaunee  must  be  achieved  at 
all  costs.  At  the  formation  of  the  League,  it  was  agreed  that  all  weapons 
of  war  would  be  buried  amongst  ourselves  and  that  no  longer  would 
Haudenosaunee  oppress  each  other.  We  were  given  a way  in  which  to  deal 
with  conflict.  Diplomacy  to  resolve  disputes  is  much  harder  than  acting 
violently,  but  once  achieved  can  bring  about  a lasting  peace. 

When  Rotianer  (chiefs)  and  Roiianer  (clanmothers)  have  failed  in  their 
duties,  then  it  goes  back  to  the  people  for  correction.  As  Haudenosaunee, 
we  cannot  stand  by  and  say  it  is  not  my  problem,  the  problem  and  solution 
belongs  to  all  of  us  who  believe  in  the  Kaienerekowa . 

March  1998 
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"RE : stoney  Point  Response"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Mar  1998  01:11:50  +0000 
From:  thassan@TrentU.ca 

Subj : Response  from  The  Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
This  is  the  response  from  Ann  Pohl  that  I received  on  behalf  of  the 
Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry  into  the  Death  of  Dudley  George. 

I am  forwarding  it  to  the  sovernet-1  list  so  that  their  position  on  the 
critical  statements  that  I made  about  them  are  available. 

While  I agree  with  the  general  position  that  Ann  Pohl  is  expressing,  she 
has  not  address  my  main  concern  that  the  coalition  has  ignored  the 
criminalization  of  Warren  George  who  will  be  sentenced  on  April  3rd  with  a 
high  probability  of  jail  time  being  given. 

I would  like  to  highlight  one  point  that  Ann  Pohl  makes.  She  states  that 
Dudley  was  killed  because  of  the  Stoney  Point  fight  for  their  land  yet  now 
his  life,  work  and  death  are  far  more  larger  then  the  land  issue. 

I disagree  with  this  statement  and  I would  suggest  that  this  is  where  I 
part  company  with  the  coalition.  As  someone  who  has  been  supporting  Stoney 
Point  since  September  of  1993  and  someone  who  had  the  honour  of  meeting 
and  working  with  Dudley  George.  I am  very  familiar  with  of  Dudley's 
commitment  to  the  return  of  the  Stoney  Point  territory.  His  life,  work 
and  death  can  not  be  separated  from  the  struggle  or  the  criminalization  of 
other  Stoney  Point  people. 

Tariq  Hassan-Gordon 
thassan@trentu . ca 

Forwarded  Message  Follows  

Date:  Fri,  13  Mar  1998  21:59:05  -0500 
From:  Ann  Pohl  <annpohl@interlog. com> 

Subj : The  Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry 

Dear  Tariq, 

The  concerns  you  have  with  the  Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry  were 
broadcast  yesterday,  and  were  subsequently  forwarded  to  me.  As  the  person 
who  has  served  as  the  Facilitator  of  the  Coalition  since  its  founding 
meeting  last  December,  I then  shared  your  communique  with  our  Steering 
Group.  I also  discussed  the  issues  raised  in  your  communique  with  several 


of  the  Aboriginal  individuals  who  are  participating  in  the  March  17th  event. 

Although  we  have  not  had  a meeting  on  your  letter  because,  as  you  can  no 
doubt  appreciate,  we  are  busy  at  this  moment,  I will  endeavour  to 
summarise  for  you  the  consensus  for  response  to  the  issues  you  raise. 

You,  and  the  groups  and  individuals  with  whom  you  are  in  contact,  should 
be  aware  that  our  Coalition's  "Basis  of  Unity"  deals  with  the  land  rights 
and  sovereignty  issues  of  the  Stoney  Point  People.  I am  enclosing  the  text 
of  our  Basis  of  Unity  in  this  e-mail.  That  said,  we  are  unashamedly 
focussed  on  pushing  for  the  Public  Inquiry,  and  - again  - the  Basis  of 
Unity  clarifies  why  that  issue  is  a priority  to  both  the  Aboriginal  and 
the  non-Aboriginal  participants  in  our  Coalition. 

You  may  not  be  aware  that  our  Coalition  made  a decision  to  keep  all  of 
Dudley's  siblings  as  well  as  Marcia  Simon  (his  cousin,  who  was  very  close 
with  him)  informed  about  all  our  meetings  and  events.  Further  to  that,  we 
have  appointed  a "Family  Liaison  Person"  whose  name  and  number  has  been 
forwarded  to  all  the  above  as  a contact  person  so  that  the  family  would 
know  to  whom  to  direct  any  suggestions  or  concerns  about  the  work  of  our 
Coalition.  In  addition,  earlier  this  week  telephone  calls  were  placed  to 
those  of  Dudley's  siblings  who  are  most  publicly  active  on  these  issues, 
to  ensure  that  they  and  the  others  knew  about  the  March  17th  event  and  to 
reiterate  the  hopes  of  the  Coalition  that  they  will  join  us. 

I want  to  correct  one  statement  made  in  your  letter:  The  March  17th 
event  is  not  about  his  death,  it  is  to  Honour  His  Life,  and  it  is  being 
held  on  his  birth  date.  The  Sunrise  Ceremony  will  be  conducted  by  Bruce 
Elijah,  well-respected  Oneida  Elder  (Wolf  Clan),  and  he  will  be  assisted 
by  Dan  Smoke  (Seneca  Nation,  also  an  Eagle-Staff  Carrier  in  the  London 
area)  and  Mary  Lou  Smoke  (Ojibway  Nation,  London  Aboriginal  community 
leader).  A sacred  fire  will  be  lit  at  this  time  so  that  traditional  well- 
wishers  can  honour  Dudley  George's  life  and  his  sacrifice  for  his  Nation. 

Born  on  St.  Patrick's  Day,  Dudley's  favourite  colour  was  green.  One  of 
the  ways  his  memory  will  be  honoured  on  his  birth-date  will  be  by  the 
wearing  of  green  arm-bands.  Green  is  a colour  which  is  an  integral  part  of 
all  Creation,  a symbol  of  hope,  and  which  - in  recent  months  - is 
recognized  through-out  Ontario  as  demanding  respect  for  democratic  rights 
and  social  justice  from  the  Mike  Harris  government. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that,  on  my  suggestion,  Dan  Smoke  will  be 
bringing  flyers  about  the  March  18th  event  concerning  Warren  George  to  the 
Vigil  on  the  17th.  While,  in  practical  terms,  this  may  not  generate  many 
bodies  at  the  London  event,  it  will  certainly  raise  awareness  and  the 
profile  of  that  matter  in  the  community.  We  are  pleased  to  assist  in  this 
way,  and  amenable  to  considering  any  other  community  education  initiatives 
you  might  find  useful. 

A wide  cross-section  of  members  of  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  groups 
and  communities,  as  well  as  individuals,  will  join  us  during  the  day. 

There  will  be  speeches,  food,  coffee,  music,  readings,  statements  of 
support  and  solidarity,  and  Honour  Song  for  Dudley,  and  much  more.  At  6:00 
pm  there  will  be  a Closing  Rally,  addressed  by  Buzz  Hargrove  (National 
President,  Canadian  Auto  Workers),  Gordon  Peters  (Delaware  Nation  and 
Executive  Director  of  the  Centre  for  Indigenous  Sovereignty),  Lorraine 
Land  (United  Church  of  Canada),  Dudley  Laws  (Black  Action  Defence 
Committee)  and  Chief  Darlene  Ritchie  of  the  Chippewas  of  Saugeen  First 
Nation  (also:  Spokesperson,  Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry  into  the  Death 
of  Dudley  George).  At  that  time  we  will  have  the  youthful  Men's  Drum  from 
Native  Child  and  Family  Services  with  us.  I am  telling  you  all  this 
because  I'm  trying  to  communicate  that  - like  with  many  leaders  whose 
lives  are  sacrificed  in  struggle  - Dudley's  life,  his  work  and  his  death 
are  now  far  larger  than  the  land  rights  issue  in  which  he  lost  his  life. 

He  has  come  to  mean  a lot  to  a lot  of  people,  and  it  is  our  Coalition's 
belief  that  the  government  who  killed  him  should  know  how  many  people  miss 
him  on  his  birthday. 

Having  said  that,  I also  want  to  assure  you  that  our  Coalition  is  fully 
cognisant  of  the  fact  that  the  Stoney  Point  land  rights  and  sovereignty 
struggle  is  the  underlying  reason  that  Dudley  was  killed  that  night.  (This 
takes  us  back  to  the  Basis  of  Unity,  referred  to  above).  For  that  reason, 
while  we  are  at  Queen's  Park  on  the  17th,  we  will  be  circulating  a letter 


addressed  to  the  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs,  lane  Stewart,  setting  out 
these  issues,  and  demanding  negotiations  in  good  faith  to  resolve  these 
issues  so  that  Stoney  Pointers  can  get  on  with  their  lives  on  their 
territory.  That  letter  is  still  in  the  draft  stage.  When  it  is  complete,  I 
will  forward  it  to  you.  Or  you  can  join  the  event  on  March  17th  and  pick 
one  up. 

In  the  future,  if  you  have  problems  with  the  work  we  are  doing,  please 
do  not  hesitate  to  bring  these  issues  to  our  Steering  Committee  or  our 
general  Coalition  meetings  for  discussion.  In  that  way,  hopefully,  we 
could  reach  a good  understanding  and  support  one  another  in  our  important 
areas  of  work  which  are  not  contradictory  and  are  aimed  at  the  same  sorts 
of  changes.  To  get  real  social  change  in  this  nation  of  Canada,  we  must 
strive  to  cultivate  allies  and  understanding. 

In  the  interests  of  promoting  respectful  dialogue  and  understanding,  I 
ask  that  you  post  this  information  to  the  same  lists  which  received  your 
broadcast  letter.  We  will  be  happy  to  respond  to  any  questions  or 
correspondence  which  arise  from  this  process. 

Yours  in  Solidarity, 

Ann  Pohl 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry  into  the  Death  of  Dudley  George 
Basis  of  Unity  — Adopted,  February  17,  1998 

This  Coalition  has  a moral  mandate  to  move  forward  to  press  for  a full 
investigation,  through  a Public  Inquiry,  into  the  death  of  Dudley  George. 

For  Aboriginal  partners  in  the  Coalition,  this  responsibility  is  based 
on  the  fact  that  Dudley  was  an  Aboriginal  person  who  was  killed  on  First 
Nations  territory  in  a land  rights  dispute  - one  which  had  dragged  on  for 
more  than  half  a century.  Disputes  like  this  have  been  continuous  since 
the  arrival  of  "The  European  Newcomers"  in  this  hemisphere.  At  Stoney 
Point,  like  Kahnesatake  and  Gustafsen  Lake,  Aboriginal  Peoples  know  that 
land  rights  flow  directly  from  Aboriginal  Title  and  Inherent  Rights.  To 
us,  the  broad  underlying  issue  is  sovereignty. 

For  non-Aboriginal  partners  in  the  Coalition,  this  responsibility  is 
based  on  the  clear  violations  of  human  and  civil  rights  which  Aboriginal 
Peoples  have  experienced  in  this  land  since  the  time  of  European  contact. 
Dudley's  death  is  just  one  recent,  but  horrible,  example.  We  support 
self-determination  of  Aboriginal  Peoples.  We  feel  an  obligation  to  work 
together  with  the  original  Peoples  of  this  land  to  publicly  uncover  the 
truth  about  how  our  government  acted  during  this  Aboriginal  land  rights 
protest.  We  are  also  alarmed  about  what  is  happening  to  the  democratic 
right  to  protest  in  this  country  of  Canada.  Unarmed  protestors  were  fired 
on  by  Police,  several  were  injured,  one  was  killed,  and  all  levels  of 
government  are  refusing  to  hold  a Public  Inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of 
this  attack. 

When  we  talk  about  Dudley's  death  we  use  terms  such  as:  race-related 
murder,  hate  crime,  and  genocide.  When  we  discuss  the  reasons  why  Dudley 
was  in  Ipperwash  Park  that  night,  involved  in  an  unarmed  occupation 
protesting  for  return  of  Stoney  Point  territory  to  Stoney  Point  People 
with  a few  dozen  others  from  the  community,  we  identify  such  factors  as: 
land  theft,  secrecy,  cultural  oppression,  and  racism.  When  we  analyze  the 
punishment  and  retribution  ordered  by  the  courts  for  Acting  Sergeant 
Kenneth  Deane  and  the  others  responsible  for  Dudley's  death,  we  are 
reminded  that  Aboriginal  people  do  not  find  justice  through  the  justice 
system . 

Because  this  is  how  our  Coalition  views  the  death  of  Dudley  George,  we 
are  profoundly  committed  to  a public  exposure  of  the  government's  actions 
on  that  day  of  September  6,  1995,  when  Dudley  George  was  shot. 

We  find  it  totally  unacceptable  that  Ontario  and  Canadian  governments 
could  have  allowed  or  encouraged  this  situation  to  escalate  to  the  point 
of  this  para-military  assault  on  the  Stoney  Point  People,  in  which  Dudley 
died  and  others  were  injured.  We  demand  accountability  by  the  leaders, 
politicians  and  police  for  what  happened_  so  that  it  will  not  happen  again. 

Our  Coalition  believes  that  the  links  we  are  building  - involving 
Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  Peoples,  from  communities,  human  rights  and 
anti-racism  organizations,  faith  groups,  labour  unions,  and  numerous  other 


groups  - are  essential  and  will  ultimately  be  effective.  It  will  take  all 
of  us  working  together  to  uncover  the  truth.  All  of  the  individuals  and 
institutions  responsible  for  Dudley's  death  seek  to  prevent  a public 
examination.  They  are  not  only  hiding  what  they  did  on  September  6,  1995 
and  the  events  directly  leading  up  to  that  night,  but  they  are  also 
seeking  to  avoid  any  public  examination  of  their  deeds  for  decades  or 
centuries  before  that  night. 

On  the  other  hand,  each  of  us  firmly  believes  that  our  destiny,  our 
human  and  democratic  rights,  and  the  quality  of  our  children's  future  rest 
on  a complete  exposure  of  the  events  which  led  to  that  assault  on  Stoney 
Point  People  on  September  6,  1995.  Dudley's  death  by  OPP  (Ontario 
Provincial  Police)  bullets  was  a crime  against  humanity,  and  as  humans  we 
are  all  responsible  to  do  something  about  it.  We  are  committed  to  working 
to  create  a public  process  in  which  the  full  truth  will  come  out  about  the 
events  surrounding  the  death  of  Dudley  George. 


Tariq  Hassan-Gordon 

National  Racial  Equality  Coordinator 

Canadian  University  Press 

c/o  Arthur,  Trent  University  Student  Newspaper 
302  King  St.  Peterborough  ON  K9D  2S5 
phone/fax:  705-748-1786  email:  thassan@trentu . ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy . org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Anishinabe  Launches  Hunger  Strike"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Mar  1998  17:32:40  -0600 

From:  "Native  American  Press"  <presson@bji . net> 

Subj : Dailed  Anishin 


From  gars@netcom.com  Fri  Mar  27  18:39:15  1998 
Date:  Fri,  27  Mar  1998  03:53:15  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.013 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  Paths-L,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists;  NASC  NEWS; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 

Third  World  Network;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native; 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


Learning  how  to  be  a white  man  is  not  learning.  Learning  our  Native 
'way'  and  acquiring  Native  wisdom  and  knowledge,  coupled  with  the  best 
instruction  in  the  Western  Cannon,  is  learning.  And  it  is  a must  for 
our  survival." 

_ Darryl  Babe  Wilson,  Iss/Awte  (Pit  River  Nation) 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Understand  something.  The  United  States,  Canadian  and  Mexican  powers 
have  continued  to  violate  treaties  signed  with  Natives  without  one  twinge 
of  regret  or  conscience.  These  governments  are  all  founded  on  European 
based  top-down  structures  and  greed.  There  is  zero  compunction  about  the 
deaths  of  a few  Natives,  whether  they  be  in  Acteal  or  Stoney  Point  or 
Wounded  Knee. 

There  is  no  accounting  for  these  transgressions  because  these  powers  are 
not  held  accountable.  We  continue  to  allow  the  manipulation  of  our  People, 
the  truth  and  ages  old  agreements. 

Is  it  because  Native  Peoples  like  to  be  jerked  around  and  pitted  against 
one  another?  Is  it  because  Native  Peoples  have  been  oppressed  so  long  that 
any  other  way  of  living  is  frightening?  Some  one  of  you  must  know  the 
answer.  Please  share  it  with  the  rest  of  us. 

For  myself,  I tire  of  the  Peabody  Coal  and  Inco  Companies  taking  lands 
at  will  and  stripping  them  of  their  minerals.  I tire  of  Ward  Valley  and 
the  Mescalero  Reservation  being  singled  out  as  the  perfect  place  to  dump 
nuclear  waste.  I tire  of  seeing  every  enterprise  that  might  lift  our 
People  out  of  poverty  usurped  by  envious  state  legislators  who  fear  another 
minority  might  rise  out  of  the  gutters  of  life  and  reclaim  respect. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Some  thoughts  were  shared  by  readers  this  week  I now  share  with  you 
concerning  our  Mayan  relatives  in  Chiapas. 

From:  MAANG1419  <MAANG1419@aol . com> 

Date:  Thu,  19  Mar  1998  00:00:35  EST 
Subj : Chiapas 

Gary, 

I am  sending  the  internet  address  for  the  Chiapas  Alert  Flome  Page  at 
http://www.stewards.net/chiapas/10.htm  This  site  is  filled  with  a lot  of 
information.  It  even  includes  a 'click-on'  automailer  so  instant  e-mails  of 
protests  can  be  sent  to  various  governments.  (It  doesn't  get  any  easier  than 
that!)  Thanks.  Valentina 
MAANG1419@A0L.com 

p.s.  PEACE  to  NOT@INTHEGAME  (lustanoldman) 


Date:  Wed,  18  Mar  1998  23:18:06  EST 


From:  GROSCHOPF  <GROSCHOPF@aol . com> 

Subj : A good  kick  in  the  pants 

Gary  - 

I read  the  article  by  not@thegame  ( justanoldman)  in  the  3/9  issue  of 
your  newsletter.  Fie  was  talking  about  the  silence  concerning  the  Chiapas 
massacre  and  mentioned,  "Where's  that  "Rainbow  Tribe"?"  Well,  I'm 
nonlndian,  and  trying  to  learn  about  Native  culture.  When  he  talked  about 
the  silence  of  these  people,  I felt  stung. 

I wanted  to  speak  out  about  Chiapas,  but  was  hesitant  because  I was 
concerned  about  getting  "all  the  facts".  I wasn't  sure  I was  getting  an 
objective  or  complete  view  of  the  incidents  in  Chiapas.  I also  wasn't  sure 
what  to  write  the  NAFTA  governments  about  Chiapas. 

His  words  gave  me  a good  kick  in  the  pants.  Someone  (I  don't  know  who) 
said  "Truth  is  stronger  than  facts".  Over  40  indigenous  people  were  killed. 
No  one  disputes  that.  So  I got  off  the  fence  and  found  a Chiapas  Alert 
Network  Homepage  (http://www.stewards.net/chiapas/10.htm).  All  I had  to  do 
was  fill  in  a couple  of  fields  on  the  screen  and  click  to  e-mail  a 
prewritten,  automatic  letter  of  protest  about  the  Chiapas  massacre  to  the 
three  NAFTA  governments.  The  letter  can  also  be  edited,  if  you  wish. 

I just  wanted  to  pass  the  information  about  this  site  to  your  readers,  and 
let  not@the  game  (justanoldman)  know  I appreciated  his  words. 

I read  "Wotanging  Ikche"  regularly  and  enjoy  the  articles.  Thank  you  for 
publishing  such  an  informative  newsletter. 

Peace  - 
GG  Groschopf 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte.net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

3.26.1976  Cleveland  Reddest  - AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle  by  "person  or 
persons  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

3.27.1975  Jeanette  Bissonette  - AIM  supporter  killed  by  sniper  at 
Pine  Ridge.  Unsuccessful  attempt  to  link  AIM  members  to 
murder; 

no  other  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews .org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : statement  of  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Mar  1998  18:03:23  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet . org> 


Subj : Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier 


UUCP  email 

>From  current  issue  of  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse,  the  official  newsletter  of  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee.  To  help  support  the  LPDC,  and  keep 
current  on  news,  subscriptions  are  $12.00;  $7.00  for  seniors;  $5.00  for 
prisoners;  $22.00  internationally.  It  is  published  6 times  a year.  Send 
your  request  and  a check  or  money  order  to:  LPDC;  P.0.  Box  583;  Lawrence, 
Kansas;  66044.  There  is  always  a letter/statement  from  Leonard  on  the  front 
page.  Thanks!  -FHR- 
++++++ 

Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier: 

Greetings  my  friends  and  supporters:  Over  500  years  have  passed  since 
the  first  Europeans  landed  on  the  shores  of  this  continent,  and  let  the 
beating,  torturing,  and  killing  of  Native  peoples  continue.  On 
Thanksgiving  day  1997,  we  saw  how  Native  men,  women  and  children  were 
beaten  by  the  police  in  the  U.S.  state  of  Massachusetts.  While  attending 
a mass  in  a Catholic  Church  on  December  22,  1997  in  the  Mexican  state  of 
Chiapas,  45  Native  people  were  massacred,  while  dozens  more  were  seriously 
injured.  Innocent  men  women  and  children  were  murdered,  one  just  a baby 
of  9 months. 

As  I sit  here  in  my  prison  cell,  I wonder  just  what  crimes  a 9 month  old 
infant  could  have  committed  to  justify  execution  in  cold  blood.  It  is  a 
known  fact  that  many  crimes  against  humanity  have  been  directly  connected 
to  the  Mexican  government.  I am  certain  you  remember  a couple  of  years 
ago  when  the  Mexican  government's  economy  fell.  The  U.S.  government 
poured  billions  of  tax-payers  dollars  to  bail  them  out.  Well,  it  has  long 
since  been  revealed  the  great  majority  of  these  billions  went  into 
Mexico's  military  to  purchase  new  arms,  create  intelligence  services, 
intensify  paramilitary  training  and  of  course,  "death  squads."  All  of 
these  crimes  of  torture,  beatings  and  murder  are  being  committed  under  the 
umbrella  of  democracy,  "American  Style  Democracy."  Under  the  new  world 
order  this  is  the  way  to  rule  the  world  in  the  next  century. 

Stop  for  a moment  and  think.  Can  you  just  see  what  this  means  to  all 
the  world's  indigenous  people?  Recently  Senator  Daniel  Inouye  made  a 
statement  before  a Native  American  audience  during  which  he  stated,  "If 
you  Indians  do  not  unite  and  prepare  yourselves  for  what  is  coming,  you 
are  going  to  lose  everything  you  now  have  and  what  little  gains  you  have 
made  in  the  last  20-30  years."  There  are  some  powerful  politicians  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  who  are  right  now  planning  and  strategizing  to  take 
everything  away,  including  reservations,  gaming,  hunting  & fishing  rights 
and  what  little  sovereignty  we  might  believe  we  control.  This  means  a 
whole  race  of  people,  tribal  governments  and  sovereign  nations,  will  no 
longer  exist.  All  will  be  gone  for  ever,  terminated,  extinct.  The 
vanishing  American  Indian  will  become  a reality.  And  it  will  not  stop 
here  in  America.  Foreign  governments  will  see  it  as  a green  light  for 
them  to  do  the  same  with  their  indigenous  peoples;  if  anyone  protests  this 
genocide  they  can  rightfully  claim  they  were  only  dealing  with  their 
indigenous  peoples  as  did  American  democracy. 

I do  not  know  if  I have  any  answers  on  how  to  combat  this  terrible 
predicament.  Hell,  I have  never  claimed  to  be  a great  scholar  having 
answers  on  how  to  fix  everything.  All  I know  is  what  a Warrior  is 
supposed  to  know,  and  as  my  age  advances  there  are  going  to  be  fewer  and 
fewer  battles  in  which  I can  participate.  However,  I do  know  I will  never 
give  up  and  abandon  my  people's  struggle  for  freedom  and  justice.  We  can 
do  as  the  Senator  said,  unite  and  walk  forward  in  solidarity.  Unite  with 
all  races  of  people.  Uniting  with  one  another  is  not  a crime.  The 
government  cannot  make  us  criminals. 

On  a more  personal  note,  we  at  the  LPDC  and  LPFC  network  have  made  some 
good  progress  in  my  struggle  for  freedom.  I am  hoping  Senate  oversight 
hearings  will  be  held  on  my  case  this  year.  Senators  have  said  verbally 
that  there  is  a chance  hearings  will  be  held  in  1998,  but  no  date  has  been 
set.  Keep  your  letters,  faxes  and  phone  calls  going  to  them.  As  you  know, 
there  has  been  a great  tendency  toward  forgetfulness  at  promises.  There 


is  also  interest  in  filming  a movie  based  on  my  life  story.  This  will 
hopefully  bring  a lot  of  new  awareness  to  my  case.  My  visions  of  a school 
to  treat  abused  children  is  also  becoming  more  and  more  a reality  as 
Shannon  Collins  works  hard  on  making  this  all  happen.  A book  of  my 
personal  writings  over  the  years  of  my  imprisonment  is  a possibility.  All 
of  this  is  sounding  and  looking  very  favourable. 

We  are  still  looking  for  good  experienced  organizers  to  come  and  work  at 
the  LPDC.  We  have  some  commitments  from  a few  good  candidates.  And  of 
course,  funds  are  always  needed  to  keep  the  Committee  going.  I hope  we 
can  get  some  pledges  from  several  thousand  people  of  just  a few  dollars  a 
month  this  year. 

Let's  continue  working  in  the  direction  that  we're  going.  I can't 

receive  any  justice  in  the  courts,  so  the  only  thing  we  have  to  deal  with 

is  the  political;  we  can  only  go  back  into  the  political  arena.  We  can 
win  by  building  a powerful  block  of  the  people  who  are  willing  to  organize 
for  the  rights  of  indigenous  people.  We  must  demand  that  the  government 
quit  obstructing  justice  and  start  obeying  their  own  laws.  There  are 
still  current  Indian  issues  that  haven't  been  resolved.  Dust  because  of  a 
few  casinos  exist,  most  Indians  are  still  poor.  (*note:  I know  what  he 

means,  as  I'm  sure  you  do... perhaps  there  was  a typo  in  the  original 

printing  of  that  last  sentence,  because  this  is  exactly  what  it  says.) 

This  struggle  continues,  and  the  people  need  to  become  more  active. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse!! 

Leonard  Peltier 

(*notation  mine  --Freedom  Heart  Rising) 

"RE : LPDC  Fund  Drive"  

Date:  Wed,  Mar  18,  1998  9:58  PM  EDT 
From:  freedom@prairienet.org 

Subj : Fund  Drive/  Support  Group  news/  please  read.  Thanks! 

UUCP  email 

Hello  to  all:  I spoke  to  Laurie  at  the  LPDC  the  day  before  yesterday. 

I requested  some  forms  for  the  monthly  pledges.  It  doesn't  matter  if  you 
pledge  $2.00  a month,  or  whatever.  Any  amount  will  help.  The  LPDC  is  in 
financial  trouble,  plus  the  things  that  Leonard  talked  about  in  his 
statement  require  money  - like  the  publication  of  the  book.  (BTW,  Laurie 
has  read  the  proof,  and  said  it  is  _so_  good,  and  will  bring  you  to  tears. 

I imagine  this  is  true.  When  I think  that  Leonard  has  spent  _22  YEARS_  in 
prison,  it  makes  me  want  to  weep  and  holler,  all  at  the  same  time!) 

So,  I'd  like  to  send  all  people  on  the  Freedom  LPSG/NET  Group  a few 
things,  per  snail  mail.  The  pledge  sheets  for  one,  when  I get  them.  Also, 

petitions  for  those  who  need  them.  And  if  you  need  some  general 

information  to  give  out  about  Leonard,  please  let  me  know.  (I  forgot  to 
request  the  last  2 things,  so  will  call  and  request  them  if  enough  of  you 
need/want  them.  Or  find  the  ones  I _might_  have  under  this  pile  of  stuff 
on  my  office  table!) 

I think  as  a LPSG,  we  do  a good  job  on  the  whole.  But  I'd  like  to  show 

that  we  can  pull  together  as  well,  and  do  something  that  not  only  helps, 

but  is  concrete;  show  that  a _Net_  LPSG  can  and  does  work! ! ! (Does  this 
sound  like  a pep  talk?  If  so,  IT  IS!!!)  So,  any  time  you  send  something 
in  to  the  LPDC,  or  request  something,  let  them  know  you  are  a part  of  the 
Freedom  LPSG/Net  Group.  By  the  way,  we  are  now  30  strong,  and  growing. 

If  y'all  know  anyone  who'd  like  to  be  added  as  a supporter  and  someone  who 
wants  to  help  Leonard,  please  direct  them  this  way,  and  we  will  welcome 
them  warmly. 

Also,  the  LPDC  wants  phone  numbers  and  email  addresses  for  those  who  run 
the  Support  Groups,  so  groups  can  contact  one  another.  This  will  be 
published  in  the  newsletter,  along  with  the  addresses  and  locations  of  the 
LPSG.  So,  we  may  get  more  supporters.  And  this  will  also  allow  us  to 
work  together  as  groups,  which  is  _very_  good.  (They  will  use  my  phone  #, 
and  email  address,  so  not  to  worry.  Y'all  are  anonymous,  as  far  as  this 
list  goes.)  A few  people  on  here  are  either  the  coordinators  and/or 


members  of  other  LPSG's  as  well,  so  I am  posting  this  for  general  info., 
to  help  the  LPDC  spread  the  word. 

Please  also  let  people  know  about  Robbie  Robertson's  new  CD,  "Contact 
>From  The  Underworld  Of  Redboy",  on  Capitol  Records.  I have  heard  this 
myself  now  - got  a copy  when  it  was  released  - and  "Survival" , with 
Leonard  speaking,  is  pretty  powerful.  It  will  get  Leonard's  case  some 
publicity,  to  be  sure.  Robbie  Robertson  has  been  promoting  it  heavily, 
doing  talk  shows,  etc.;  and  talking  about  Leonard.  Scott  sent  us  a 
wonderful  review  that  he  had  read,  and  was  kind  enough  to  share.  If  you 
have  misplaced  it,  and  would  like  to  read  it  again,  let  me  know,  and  I'll 
resend  it. 

So,  as  for  sending  things  to  you... if  you  are  sure  I don't  have  your 
address  (snail  mail)  or  if  you're  not  sure  if  I _do_,  please  send  it  on  to 
me.  Also,  if  you've  had  a change  of  address,  please  let  me  know.  I 
greatly  appreciate  it. 

Also,  I cannot  pass  up  the  reminder  to  keep  writing,  calling,  faxing. . . 
for  the  Government  to  FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER.  I will  send  the  addresses  in 
a separate  post. 

And  last,  but  certainly  not  least,  don't  forget  about  Leonard  himself. 

He  is  the  one  sitting  in  that  prison,  in  physical  pain;  I cannot  even 
imagine  how  weary  the  man  is  after  this  many  years,  emotionally. 
Spiritually,  he  will  _never_  give  up!!!  But  writing  to  him  helps.  You 
can  send  letters,  cards,  soft  covered  books,  and/or  postal  money  orders  to 
him  at: 

Leonard  Peltier 
#89637-132 
PO  Box  1000 
Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
+++++ 

Keep  on  fighting!  He  continues  to,  and  if  he  can,  we  _surely_  can!!! 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your  caring,  your  concern,  your  support,  and  your 
conscience.  Many  people  can  just  walk  away.  I greatly  appreciate  your 
commitment  - and  I'm  sure  Leonard  does  as  well. 

Best  to  all: 

Freedom  Heart 
f reedom@prairienet .org 
Freedom  LPSG 
FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

"to  the  people  who  struggle  for  their  freedom, 
i embrace  you  and  send  you  my  love  and  strength." 

--Leonard  Peltier  / POW  -- 

"RE : Eleventh  Hour  Red  Alert"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Mar  1998  16:47:13  -0800  (PST) 

From:  NCDM  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 

Subj : NCDL3  11TH  HOUR  RED  ALERT! !! ! 

UUCP  email 

ELEVENTH  HOUR  RED  ALERT! 

NCDLJ  JOINS  CALL  BY  MEXICAN  ORGANIZATIONS  FOR  EMERGENCY  MOBILIZATION 
Since  the  massacre  at  Acteal,  the  war  in  Chiapas  has  intensified. 
Throughout  December,  January  and  February  the  specter  of  war  which  arrived 
on  December  22nd  was  met  with  a continual  manifestation.  Despite  the 
power  of  these  combined  global  resistances,  the  Mexican  government's  war 
continues.  The  constant  harassment  of  the  communities  is  unabated.  The 
list  of  those  assassinated  grows.  The  suffering  of  the  refugees  continues. 
Human  rights  workers  and  priests  are  expelled  from  the  country,  and  more 
stringent  immigration  requirements  are  placed  upon  visitors  to  Chiapas. 

The  spokesperson  for  the  200-member  International  Civilian  Human  Rights 
Observation  Commission,  Ignacio  Garcia  Garcia,  stated  "there  are  elements 
and  conditions,  in  accordance  with  international  legislation,  to  accuse 
the  Mexican  government  of  genocide.  In  Chiapas,  the  will  exists  to 
exterminate  a population  group  for  ethnic,  religious,  and  political 


reasons.  The  signs  we  have  seen  in  Chiapas  indicate  to  us  that  a violent, 
rather  than  a peaceful,  solution  to  the  conflict  is  in  the  making." 

Zedillo  signs  his  own  version  of  a law  on  indigenous  rights  and  culture 
and  sends  it  to  Congress.  He  ignores  the  Congress,  and  the  Cocopa,  the 
body  of  legislators  who  had  already  presented  him  a version  of  the  legal 
initiative  acceptable  to  the  Zapatistas.  In  the  words  of  Indian  leader 
Adelfo  Regino  of  the  National  Indigenous  Congress,  Zedillo  and  the  PAN's 
initiative  constitute  "a  true  offense  against  the  individual  and 
collective  dignity  of  our  peoples"  The  initiative,  patched  together  by 
the  PRI  and  the  PAN  will  be  signed  into  law  once  the  Mexican  Congress 
[which  has  a PRI  majority]  approves  it.  The  package  of  reforms 
essentially  denies  any  right  to  self-determination,  reduces  normative 
systems  to  "uses  and  customs",  and  excludes  basic  territorial  rights  as 
acknowledged  in  the  ILO  Treaty  169.  If  the  Mexican  federal  government  had 
made  the  San  Andres  agreements  a legal  reality,  it  would  have  been  the 
first  time  that  a constitutional  reform  did  not  come  from  those  in  power 
but  from  society.  The  implementation  of  San  Andres  would  have  legalized  a 
process  of  social  organization  - one  which  is  completely  outside  the  control 
of  State  mechanisms.  Millions  of  members  of  a social  group  would  be 
outside  State  control  in  an  autonomous  and  independent  form. 

To  the  demagoguery  and  repression  of  the  Mexican  government,  the  EZLN 
responded  with  the  establishment  of  indigenous  autonomous  bases.  In  almost 
40  regions  of  Chiapas,  indigenous  communities,  decreed  the  formation  of 
autonomous  municipalities,  based  on  the  concepts  within  the  San  Andres 
agreements.  It  is  difficult  to  appreciate  the  importance  and  complexity, 
of  this  incredible  process  of  self -organization . The  government  understood 
better  than  others  the  significance  and  the  importance  of  indigenous 
autonomy.  If  this  process  were  to  flower,  if  it  were  to  be  emulated  by  a 
majority  of  Mexican  civil  society  and  by  fundamental  sectors  of  peoples 
all  over  the  world,  it  would  rip  to  shreds  the  well-worn  mantra  that  the 
world's  media  has  been  repeating  in  every  nation,  language,  form  and  image, 
"Resistance  is  futile.  Conform  and  practice  passivity." 

President  Zedillo's  response  to  the  Indigenous  peoples  has  been  state 
sanctioned  terror  and  increased  levels  of  militarization.  Daily 
surveillance  flights  have  increased  dramatically.  La  lornada  reported  on 
March  17th  that  PC7s,  Condors,  and  ARVA  airplanes  were  reportedly  spotted 
conducting  practice  bombing  runs  near  Teheran  airport  around  Tuxtla 
Guitterez.  It  was  also  reported  that  there  is  increased  activity  of  Bell 
206  helicopters,  used  to  transport  equipment  and  troops  near  the  conflict 
zone.  At  the  same  time,  in  an  interview  with  the  Chilean  newspaper,  El 
Mercurio,  Zedillo  states  that  "what  occurred  in  Acteal  was  a massacre 
committed  by  a group  of  assassins  who  were  taking  revenge,"  repeating,  in 
an  international  medium,  the  racist,  ignorant  position  of  the  PGR  (lustice 
Department).  His  true  position  regarding  Acteal,  despite  damaging  evidence 
and  international  outcry,  is  reflected  in  the  fact  that  the  paramilitaries 
still  operate  openly,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Mexican  Federal  Army. 

Meanwhile  a prominent  Mexican  journal,  Proceso,  reveals  that  an  Israeli 
security  company,  Tandu  Technologies  and  Security  Systems  Ltd,  has  an 
office  in  the  state  of  Campeche.  Tandu  and  its  two  subsidiaries,  engage  in 
intelligence-gathering  and  employ  experts  in  special  operations.  The 
American  Embassy  smugly  affirms  that  there  has  been  U.S.  military  presence 
in  Chiapas  at  least  once  in  1997  and  several  times  before.  U.S.  military 
sales  to  Mexico  rose  to  $28  million  in  1997  from  $4.8  million  the  year 
before,  an  increase  of  60  %.  Arms  sales  are  a bloody  insurance  policy  for 
the  massive  U.S.  investment  which  is  67%  of  the  total  foreign  investment 
in  Mexico. 

In  Chiapas,  a war  which  has  foreign  sanction,  sponsorship  and  active 
participation  of  several  industrialized  countries  in  the  world,  takes  hold. 
On  behalf  of  the  monster  called  the  "global  market"  are  the  Swiss  planes, 
the  Israeli  intelligence  and  U.S.  military  officers.  In  response  to  this 
extremely  volatile  situation  which  is  quickly  evolving,  and  in  solidarity 
with  various  Mexican  organizations  we  call  your  attention  to  the 
following: 

1)  The  100  hour  march  called  by  dozens  of  Independent  Mexican  organizations 
in  response  to  the  evolving  crisis. 


2)  The  call  by  Enlace  Civil  for  Mexican  nationals  to  travel  to  Chiapas  to 
exert  a constant  and  organized  presence  in  indigenous  communities  suffering 
military  and  paramilitary  pressure. 

3)  The  pronouncement  of  a civil  committee  of  Dialogue  of  the  FZLN,  "San 
Patricio"  Batallion,  for  the  "utilization  of  all  forms  of  demonstration 
and  peaceful  and  civil  expression  to  demonstrate  to  the  government  and  all 
those  who,  together  with  it,  promote  the  war... that  there  are  more  than 
thousands  of  Zapatistas  and  that  they  are  everywhere." 

4)  The  call  from  Conai  to  all  "movements  and  organizations  of 

civil  society  so  that  they  reactivate  their  invaluable  efforts  - in  this 
crucial  hour  their  strength  and  presence  are  irreplaceable." 

The  Coordinating  Committee  of  the  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in 
Mexico  will  be  holding  an  emergency  meeting  this  coming  weekend  to 
evaluate  potential  strategies  so  a powerful  message  of  opposition  can  be 
sent  to  both  the  U.S.  and  Mexican  which  appear  to  be  hell-bent  on  their 
war  of  extermination  of  the  Zapatistas.  It  is  necessary  for  all  people  of 
conscience  to  begin  to  prepare  an  appropriate  strategy  for  their  voice  to 
be  heard  - and  to  respond  to  the  suffering  in  Southern  Mexico.  We  welcome 
your  comments  and  recommendations.  The  situation  is  urgent.  If  this  is 
our  last  chance  to  act,  let  us  demonstrate  to  both  governments  that  indeed, 
there  are  Zapatistas  everywhere,  and  it  is  impossible  to  eliminate  them 
all. 

For  more  information  please  contact  the  NCDLD  at:  (213)  254-9550  or  (800) 
405-7770,  Email:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 

"RE : Request  for  Posts  to  Chiapas  Lists"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Mar  1998  01:16:50  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Request  for  posts  to  CFIIAPAS  LISTS 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  Chiapas95  lists  have  a reported  circulation  of 
over  700  subscribers,  several  of  which  are  other  lists.  S.I.S.I.S. 
gets  much  of  the  information  we  distribute  about  Chiapas  from  there. 

This  invitation  to  "craft...  presentations  of  your  own  struggles  to 
those  in  Chiapas  & Mexico,  and  to  those  involved  in  their  struggles, 
in  such  ways  as  to  make  the  linkages  obvious  and  clear"  is  a golden 
opportunity. ] 

Forwarded  message 

From:  "Harry  M.  Cleaver"  <hmcleave@eco. utexas .edu> 

Sisters  and  Brothers: 

I am  writing  to  you  as  one  of  the  moderators  of  the  Chiapas95  lists 
which  were  created  to  accelerate  the  circulation  of  information  and 
organization  around  the  struggle  for  indigenous  rights  and  democracy 
in  Chiapas  and  Mexico  more  generally. 

Because  we  recognize  the  need  to  weave  a web  of  cooperation  and 
collaboration  among  all  indigenous  people  --both  within  Mexico  and 
throughout  the  world--  and  between  the  indigenous  and  others  struggling 
for  life  against  the  exploitation  and  repression  of  the  planetary  work 
machine  (capitalism),  we  subscribe  to  several  lists  devoted  to 
indigenous  struggles  in  the  US  and  Canada.  Whenever  we  can  see  important 
linkages  or  possible  linkages  between  struggles  in  Mexico  and  those 
elsewhere  we  cross  post  messages  from  these  lists  to  the  Chiapas95 
lists.  We  also  subscribe  to  a certain  number  of  other  lists  which  deal 
with  non-indigenous  struggles. 

However. . . . 

Over  the  last  two  years  we  have  come  to  understand  two  things  very 
clearly: 

First,  the  flow  of  information  is  enormous  and  increasing  every 
day,  to  the  point  where  no  one  can  possibly  cope  with  it  all,  even  as  a 
full  time  effort,  even  as  a dedicated  activist  who  takes  information 
from  the  Net  into  the  streets  and  other  forms  of  mobilization.  We  have 
been  led  by  repeated  requests  from  activist-subscribers  to  create  a 
Chiapas95-lite  list,  which  contains  ONLY  material  dealing  with  Chiapas 


(and  thus  much  less  than  the  main  Chiapas95  list)  and  then,  more 
recently,  a Chiapas95-english  list  which  contains  ONLY  material  in  English 
on  Chiapas  (leaving  out  the  mass  of  postings  in  Spanish  and  thus  carrying 
even  less  material). 

As  the  number  of  activists  grows  and  the  number  of  contributions  to  the 
Net  grow  with  them,  as  web  sites  multiply  and  more  and  more  groups  of 
those  in  struggle  come  on-line,  this  situation  is  going  to  get  more  and 
more  problematic.  It  is  not  hard  to  forsee  the  day,  not  so  far  off 
historically  speaking,  where  virtually  every  struggle  of  all  peoples  will 
find  expression  and  connection  through  the  Net  to  others.  We  are  well  on 
our  way  towards  building  that  "Network  of  Alternative  Communication  and 
Struggle"  that  the  Zapatistas  called  for  at  the  Intercontinental  Encounter 
in  the  Summer  of  1996.  The  problem  is  how  are  we  to  manage  all  this? 

Second,  although  we  can  sometimes  perceive  direct  connections  between 
struggles  elsewhere  in  the  world  and  those  in  Chiapas  the  form  in  which 
postings  are  created  is  often  designed  for  those  directly  involved  in 
the  struggle  at  hand  and  not  for  others  and  therefore  not  in  a form 
which  makes  the  connections  readily  apparent.  From  time  to  time  we  can 
write  a brief  introductory  note  explaining  the  relevance  for  those 
preoccupied  with  the  fight  in  Chiapas,  but  not  always.  Either  we  just 
don't  have  the  time,  or  we  don't  have  the  understanding  necessary. 

Therefore,  we  see  the  need  for  individuals,  or  small  groups  of 
individuals,  to  stand  at  the  Internet  interface  between  struggles  and  to 
take  responsibility  for  interpreting/explaining  the  linkages 
that  exist  or  can  be  constructed,  lust  as  "organizing"  in  the 
non-cyberspacial  regular  world  requires  people  to  make  concrete  links 
among  groups  in  struggle  by  meeting  face  to  face  and  exchanging 
information  so  as  to  come  to  the  same  or  complementary  conclusions  (thus 
augmenting  the  possibilities  of  complementary  action),  so  too  in 
cyberspace. 

Let  me  give  you  an  example  of  such  an  interface: 

During  the  struggle  to  save  the  life  of  Ken  Saro-wiwa,  spokesperson  for 
and  activist  among  the  Ogoni  people  in  Southern  Nigeria,  I worked  with  a 
counterpart  in  the  Nigerian  lists.  I posted  information  about  the 
situation  of  the  Ogoni,  about  how  to  help  save  Ken  Saro-wiwa 's  life, 
etc.  to  the  Chiapas95  lists.  At  the  same  time  my  counterpart  posted 
material  about  the  struggles  in  Chiapas  to  the  Nigerian  lists.  In  the 
process  we  created  and  strengthened  linkages  between  the  two  movements. 

I was  able  to  do  this  because  I had  some  knowledge  and  familiarity  with 
the  Ogoni  struggles.  In  the  effort  to  save  Ken  Saro-wiwa 's  life  we  failed. 
He  was  murdered  along  with  several  other  activists  by  the  military  junta 
that  rules  Nigeria.  But  the  links  we  created  certainly  strengthened  both 
struggles  on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Clearly  there  are  a great  many  dimensions  of  the  struggles  that  we  are 
involved  in  and  much  to  be  learned  and  much  strength  to  be  gained  by 

greater  familiarity  and  collaboration  among  efforts.  Moreover,  we  also 

understand  quite  well  that  todays  struggles  encompass  people  all  over 
the  world  who  are  all,  all  faced  with  what  those  in  Latin  America  call 
Neoliberalism  --the  pro-market,  pro-profit,  anti-life  economic  and 
political  project  of  accentuating  exploitation  while  attacking 
democracy  and  freedom.  We  all  have  at  least  one  common  enemy.  But, 
returning  to  the  first  point  above,  individuals  can  only  process  so  much 
information . 

Therefore,  we  decided  to  make  an  appeal  to  our  sisters  and 

brothers  who  are  deeply  engaged  in  struggles  outside  of  Mexico  to 

consider  the  possibility  of  devoting  some  time  and  energy  to  crafting 
presentations  of  your  own  struggles  to  those  in  Chiapas  & Mexico,  and 
to  those  involved  in  their  struggles,  in  such  ways  as  to  make  the  linkages 
obvious  and  clear.  We  are  not  talking  "official  spokespersons"  here  but 
rather  an  informal  effort  made  by  those  who  see  such  linkages  and  feel  so 
inclined  to  explain  them  to  those  who  might  not. 

As  many  of  you  know,  since  the  Acteal  Massacre  on  December  22,  1998,  the 
situation  in  Chiapas  has  reached  a new  phase.  The  slaughter  of  over  40 
men,  women,  children  and  babies  by  paramilitary  thugs  financed,  trained 


and  coordinated  by  the  Mexican  government  signaled  an  intensification  of 
the  so-called  "low  intensity  war"  aimed  at  destroying  the  will  of  the 
Zapatista  and  pro-zapatista  indigenous  communities  to  resist  repression. 
Currently  this  on-the-ground  repression  is  being  complemented  by  two 
other  directions  of  attack:  the  detention  and  deportation  of  foreign 
observers  who  have  born  witness  to  the  government's  crimes  and  served 
as  the  eyes  of  the  world  to  hold  those  crimes  in  check,  and  a public 
relations  campaign  to  bolster  the  government's  international  image 
through  a hypocritical  proposal  to  enshine  "indigneous  rights"  through 
constitutional  reforms  which  will  not  ensure  them  at  all. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  while  the  forms  may  vary  from  country  to  country, 
there  are  many  similarities  between  the  repression  being  carried  out  in 
Chiapas  (and  elsewhere  in  Mexico)  and  that  being  employed  in  the  US,  in 
Canada,  in  Nigeria  and  in  many  other  countries.  So  too  are  there 
undoubtedly  similarities  and  differences  in  the  struggles  of  resistance 
to  such  policies  from  which  we  could  learn  a great  deal  where  ever  we 
are.  But  to  learn  as  much  as  possible  not  only  must  we  study  these  things 
locally,  we  must  study  them  collectively.  We  must  share  (as  we  have  been 
doing  in  cyberspace  through  cross  postings)  but  share  in  ways  which  allow 
us  to  get  the  most  out  of  that  sharing.  Time  and  experience  will 
undoubtedly  teach  us  how  to  do  this  ever  more  effectively,  but  only  if 
we  make  a concerted  effort  in  this  direction. 

To  conclude.  We  at  Chiapas95  hope  that  in  the  days  to  come,  we  will 
receive  from  those  of  you  involved  elsewhere  messages  and  postings  of 
information  about  your  struggles  particularly  crafted  for  audiences  mainly 
preoccupied  with  Chiapas  & Mexico.  At  the  least  this  might  consist  of 
introductory  paragraphs  tacked  onto  postings  aimed  at  other  audiences,  at 
the  most  it  might  consist  of  entire  messages  crafted  with  the  object  of 
building  linkages.  We  are  not  looking  for  a large  number  of  messages  --a 
flood  of  them  would  simply  overwhelm  and  not  achieve  the  desired  result- - 
but  for  a few,  on  a regular  basis,  which  could  provide  information,  build 
understanding  and  tie  informal  knots  in  the  web  of  our  struggles. 

If  you  would  like  to  contribute  to  this  effort,  please  send  messages  to 
chiapas@arrow.eco . utexas . edu 
In  solidarity  and  struggle, 

Harry 


Harry  Cleaver 
Department  of  Economics 
University  of  Texas  at  Austin 
Austin,  Texas  78712-1173  USA 
Phone  Numbers:  (hm)  (512)  478-8427 

(off)  (512)  475-8535  Fax: (512)  471-3510 
E-mail:  hmcleave@eco.utexas.edu 
Cleaver  homepage: 

http : / /www. eco. utexas .edu /fa culty/Cleaver/ index. ht ml 
Chiapas95  homepage: 

http : //www. eco . utexas . edu /fa culty/Cleaver/ chiapas95. html 

Accion  Zapatista  homepage: 

http : //www. utexas .edu/ students/ nave/ 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy . org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 
"RE:  Hotevilla  Priesthood  Assembly"  


Date:  Tue,  17  Mar  1998  21:48:45  -0800 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 


Subj : thomas  banyacya  included ....  have  you  read  this? 


UUCP  email 

Issues-  Press  Releases  from  Hotevilla  Priesthood  Assembly 

January  6,  1997-  In  a historic  meeting  held  on  Dan  5,  1997  at  the  Kokop 
clan  house  in  Hotevilla,  members  of  the  four  Hopi  religious  priesthoods 
decided  to  restrict  access  to  the  village.  Severe  limitations  were  put  on 
new-age  interpretation  and  appropriation  of  Hopi  religious  practices  which 
include  the  disassembling  of  their  shrines  on  Hotevilla  lands.  They  also 
agreed  to  expose  self  appointed  leaders  and  spokespersons  of  Hotevilla. 

Kyashongewma,  Neil  Kayquoptewa  who  called  for  the  meeting  stated,  "All 
my  life  we  here  in  Hotevilla  have  been  plagued  by  self  appointed  leaders 
who  have  created  confusion  in  this  village  with  the  support  of  outsiders. 
We  have  talked  about  meeting  on  this  for  a number  of  years  and  now  the 
priesthood  members  have  made  their  decision." 

Neil,  who  is  82  years  old  has  been  appointed  through  traditional 
practices  to  lead  the  village  through  the  current  cycle.  It  was  decided  to 
invoke  the  kiva  practices  which  require  each  member  to  state  his  position 
and  truth  from  the  authority  of  the  kiva  into  which  they  have  been 
initiated,  which  is  also  considered  his  home. 

STATEMENT  of  WIWIMKYAM  of  Hotevilla:  OUR  TUNATYA 
We  the  ordained  members  of  the  first  Wimi,  the  original  religious 
instructions,  have  gathered  on  this  day  of  January  5,  1997  at  the  Kokop 
clan  house  in  Hotevilla.  In  consultation  among  the  four  priesthoods  Aalt, 
Wuwuchim,  Tataukyam  and  Kwakwant  together  we  set  forth  our  tunatya,  our 
wishes  : 

1.  That  all  people  outside  of  our  village  and  our  jurisdiction  stop 
interfering  in  our  religious  affairs  and  religious  practices  and 
That  the  village  ceremonial  and  religious  events  are  closed  to 
non-Hopis . 

2.  That  all  non-Hopi  shrines  be  obliterated  from  Hotevilla  lands 

3.  That  self  designated  religious  leaders  be  exposed  and  stopped. 

4.  That  all  people  accepting  our  hospitality  learn  and  accept  our  ways 
of  proper  conduct  and  respect  before  entering  our  village. 

Signatories 

Josovi  Kiva-Wuwuchim  members 

Kyashhongewma-Neil  Kayquaptewa,  and  Tsosyumptewa-  Franklin  Suhu 
Kwan  Kiva  -Kwakwant  members 

Roger  Nasevaema,  Wilton  Kooyahoema,  Enos  Selestewa,  Hugh  Tenakhongva 
Hawiovi  Kiva  -Wuwuchim  members 

Dan  Evehema, Wuwuchim  Member  absent  Declines  to  sign 
StanleyDash, Wuwuchim  Member 
Nasavi  Kiva-Aalt  member 
Leslie  Kootshongsie, 

Tsukiva-Wuwuchim  members 

Humihoima-Simon  Wuwuchim,  Homer  Koyiyumptewa,  Posiwyawma-Carrol  (in  rest 
home) 

Tao  Kiva-Tao  members 

Wesley  Honanie,  Poleykuiva  Matthew  (absent)  Paul  Sewemaenewa  (absent) 
HOTEVILLA  WIWIMKYAM  ASSEMBLY 

Press  Release-1/20/97  HOTEVILLA,  AZ.-In  a followup  meeting,  member's  of 
Hotevilla 's  four  religious  fraternities(  Aalt,  Wuwuchimt,  Tatawkaymt, 
Kwakwant)  con-firmed  that  the  village  is  closed  to  those  who  have  shown 
disregard  and  disrespect  during  religious  and  ceremonial  activities  at 
Hotevilla,  including  certain  individuals  and/or  outside  groups  who 
continue  to  cause  disruption  and  confrontation. 

Elaborating  on  the  restrictions  they  reminded  the  people  that  a Hopi  is 
one  who  has  received  the  full  religious  instructions.  After  that  a Hopi  is 
one  whose  mother  is  Hopi.  Recognizing  other  Indians  who  have  been 
initiated  into  the  Katsina  society,  they  are  reminded  they  have  privileges 
and  a reason  to  be  present  at  the  ceremonies.  In-laws  were  also  included 
in  those  invited  to  be  present  at  the  ceremonies.  Finally  those  type  of 
relationships  that  promote  good  and  respectful  exchanges  between  Hotevilla 
Sinom  and  Non-Hopi  were  encouraged. 


The  recent  developments  are  a direct  result  of  years  of  abuse  from 
outsiders  who  have  made  Hotevilla  religious  and  ceremonial  activities  a 
spectacle.  Non-Hopi  have  come  to  Hotevilla  in  the  past  and  have  followed 
religious  processions  too  closely,  imitated  Hopi  religious/  ceremonial 
activities,  i.e.,  Paho  (Prayer  Feather)  and  shrine  making,  which  shows 
disrespect  for  Hopi  traditions  and  culture.  Some  Non-Hopi  have  taken 
various  religious  items  from  Hopi  shrines  and  illegally  bought  old  Hopi 
artifacts,  some  of  which  had  high  religious  significance. 

A priority  is  the  matter  of  individuals  and  groups  who  have  used  the 
name  Hotevilla  and/or  Hopi  to  promote  themselves,  their  causes  and 
organizations  without  acknowledging  respected  and  accepted  community 
practices.  These  people  have  appropriated  Hotevilla  traditional/  religious 
Navoti  (knowledge)  for  self  promotion  and  personal  economic  gain.  The 
Wiwimkyam  want  the  public  to  know  that  certain  individuals  and  groups  must 
be  exposed  and  the  public  record  set  straight  on  these  people. 

The  group  restated  their  authority  as  originating  from  the  assembly  of 
Wiwimkyam  and  not  one  single  individual.  They  wanted  this  repeated  and 
understood . 

A deliberate  accounting  of  their  positions  on  these  matters  will  be 
released  in  a thoughtful  manner.  A public  meeting  is  anticipated  soon. 
Meanwhile  the  Hotevilla  Community  development  office  has  been  designated 
as  the  information  referral  center. 

For  more  information  call:  520-734-2420. 

HOTEVILLA  WIWIMKYAM  ASSEMBLY 
Hotevilla.  Press  Release-2/4/97 

Following  the  recent  night  dances  at  Hotevilla  it  has  become  clear  that 
Martin  Gasweseoma  and  Dan  Evehema  will  continue  to  encourage  their 
supporters  to  defy  the  assembly  of  Wiwimkyam.  Unwelcome  individuals 
attended  the  dances  in  Hawiovi  Kiva  and  outside,  in  direct  defiance  of  the 
closure  terms.  In  response  to  these  individuals  and  their  supporters  the 
Wiwimkyam  assembly  are  resolved  to  expose  the  reckless  behavior  of  these 
two  self-appointed  chiefs. 

Martin  and  Dan  do  not  hold  any  positions  of  religious  authority  in 
Hotevilla.  Succession  to  leadership  positions  in  Hotevilla  are  as  follows: 
The  Kikmongwi  (village  chief)  and  the  Wim  Momgwit  (high  priests)  hold  life 
long  positions  or  until  they  no  longer  can  perform  the  physical 
requirements  of  their  position.  They  are  selected  while  in  the  mother's 
womb.  They  are  ordained  in  a hairwashing  ritual  by  the  Kwakwant.  Then  they 
are  instructed  in  the  physical,  natural  and  spiritual  laws  of  the  Land  and 
their  responsibilities  to  the  people,  by  the  assembly  of  high  priests  at 
the  Kokop  Clan  house,  wherein  resides  Masau.  This  same  assembly  removes 
irresponsible  leaders.  Martin  and  Dan  have  never  gone  through  this  process. 
No  Bear  Clan  person  has  been  Kikmongwi  at  Hotevilla.  Poliwuhioma  from  the 
Bluebird  Clan  has  served  as  Kikmongwi,  during  Patcavu.  He  passed  this  on 
to  Siwihoima  who  then  instructed  Lomahoima.  Yukioma  and  Pongyayawma  (Kokop 
Clan  uncle  and  nephew)  have  served  as  caretakers  of  the  land,  beyond  the 
village  proper,  through  safekeeping  of  the  stone  tablets,  holding  them  in 
trust  for  the  people.  These  tablets  provides  safe  passage  for  the  people 
so  they  have  served  the  people  in  the  village  and  throughout  Hopi  lands, 
through  this  service.  This  has  been  the  leadership  at  Hotevilla. 

Martin  and  Dan  are  aware  of  their  responsibilities  in  the  community 
which  does  not  include  the  authority  to  speak  for  the  people.  Dan  claims 
Greasewood  Clan,  Katsina  and  Snake  leadership  and  holds  none  of  these  but 
only  membership  in  the  Wuwuchim  and  in  that  membership  he  takes  direction 
from  the  Wuwuchim  at  the  Mong  (Chief)  Kiva.  He  has  never  been  seen  smoking 
and  praying  at  the  Katsin-ki,  or  any  other  Kiva  during  religious  events, 
nor  at  community  events  such  as  weddings. 

Both  know  that  a Hopi  leader  stays  at  home,  available  to  the  community 
but  Martin's  trips  abroad  selling  his  message  are  well  known  and  Dan  is 
seldom  seen  in  the  village.  Both  are  engaged  in  Paho  making  outside  of 
religiously  prescribed  places  and  times.  Persons  not  entitled  to  this 
ritual  are  learning  from  them  and  so  are  engaged  in  the  mockery  of 
original,  accepted  practices. 

Martin  and  Dan  try  to  emulate  Yukioma 's  resolve  never  to  accept  the 
Whiteman's  goods.  The  Whitemen  arrive  daily  at  Martin's  house  with 


material  goods.  Dan  seeks  contributions  over  the  internet.  Thomas  Banyacya, 
Manuel  Hoyungowa,  Rena  Murillo,  Emory  Holmes  and  non-Hopis  Katherine 
Chesire  (founder  of  Touch  the  Earth  Foundation),  Thomas  E.  Mails  (author 
of  Hotevilla,  The  Hopi  Survival  Kit,  Native  American  Pathways,  Mystic 
Warriors  of  the  Plains)  and  Roy  Steevenz  continue  to  seek  contributions 
for  Hotevilla,  supposedly  with  the  Elders'  blessings.  Do  not  send 
contributions  to  Hotevilla,  on  their  behalf  or  those  of  Caretaker's  of 
Hotvela  in  Hopi  and  Hopi  Sinom.  Also  be  wary  of  contributions  to  Hotevilla 
through.  Don't  Waste  Arizona,  Inc.. 

The  people  of  Hotevilla  will  confirm  this  information.  Those  from 
outside  the  community  who  continue  to  create  conflict  are  in  headlong 
collision  with  the  community. 

Gratitude  is  extended  to  the  non-Hopi  friends  who  respected  the  closure 
and  showed  restraint  although  they  had  a long  history  of  attending  these 
events.  Gratitude  also  goes  out  to  those  assisting  with  the  distribution 
of  this  information. 

On  file.  Eleven  (11)  of  fifteen  (15)  Wiwimkyam  signatories  to  Tunatya. 

For  more  information  call:  Phone:  520-734-2420 

"RE : Rebuttal  to  the  Hopi  Press  Releases"  

Date:  Fri  Mar  20  10:15:25  1998 
From:  trenda@phnx.uswest.net 
Subj : Hopi  Press  Release 

UUCP  email 
Dear  Friends, 

I have  been  asked  several  times  to  write  a rebuttal  to  the  "Press 
Releases"  created  by  the  Priesthood  Assembly,  from  Hotevilla.  Personally  I 
have  little  to  say  about  it  let  the  truth  speak  for  its  self.  Although 
briefly,  in  my  opinion.  This  is  an  organized  act  of  Oppression  for  our 
traditional  Hopi  Elders  on  the  Mesa's.  As  a foundation  (TTEF)  however 
with  our  years  of  working  on  this  level  have  found  this  exists  not  only  at 
Hopiland  and  on  almost  ALL  of  our  "reservations"  but  Through  out  the  World. 
And  this  is  why  we  speak  for  them  along  with  our  Education  and  Distance 
Learning  programs.  Being  Oppressed  by  the  Oppressors  is  one  thing,  being 
oppressed  by  your  very  own  relations  is  a very  sad  state  of  Human  Affairs. 

We  represent  the  Elders  with  out  a voice,  you  know  the  ones  i mean?  The 
Elders  and  children  behind  the  Tribal  Councils?  behind  the  Toxic  Waste 
Dumps,  behind  the  churches,  behind  the  digging  and  contamination  of  our 
Holy  Lands,  behind  all  those  ancestors  bones  being  dug  up  or  having 
Gambling  Places  built  on  them. 

Who  among  you  would  deny  these  wise  ones  at  least  a right  to  speak  their 
mind?  Who  among  you  is  above  the  Creators  Laws?  Who  among  you  is  above  the 
natural  laws  of  the  Mother  Earth?  These  Elders  have  something  to  say, 
although  unpopular.  It  is  still  their  truth.  And  if  we  don't  hear  their 
truth  soon,  very  soon,  it  is  prophesied  it  will  become  our  truth.  To  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  this  is  the  "land  of  the  free"  and  with  these 
freedoms  we  still  have  "Freedom  of  Speech".  So  although  some  succeed 
silencing  them  on  the  Reservations,  silencing  TTEF  is  another  matter. 
Statements  about  Dan  Evehema  & Many  others: 

Our  Elders  live  in  constant  fear  for  their  lives  and  are  discredited  and 
abused  if  they  speak  their  minds  or  share  their  dreams.  Grandfather  Chief 
Dan  Evehema  is  a spiritual  leader  and  his  strength  and  foresight  to  stick 
up  for  the  Land  and  traditionals  is  something  we  all  should  take  to  task. 

He  always  since  1906  when  he  and  his  brothers  built  the  Kiva  in  Hotevilla 
has  devoted  his  life  to  the  People  of  the  World.  Offering  Prayers  for  us 
to  have  a good  life,  happy  life,  soft  gentle  rain,  health  children,  and 
"No  fighting  over  there".  He  always  remembers  each  and  everyone  of  you  too 
by  saying,  "You  know  lots  of  Indians,  they  got  no  land?"  Maybe  one  day  we 
will  be  Ho-bo,  too.  No  land  means  no  life  to  a Hopi. 
http : //www.timesoft . com/hopi/message . htm 
Comments  from  other  Hopi  Elders: 

"With  so  much  politics  and  so  much  hostility  going  around  on  the  Mesas 


Hopi  is  in  danger  of  driving  away  even  true  Pahana,  I wonder  how  True 
Brother  will  get  passed  all  the  hostility?  Maybe  I am  speaking  my  mind  too 
openly  in  this  forum,  you  know  as  good  as  anyone,  these  days  Hopi  must 
keep  his  mouth  closed  or  Wimi  may  discredit  him.  Right  now  I would  like 
to  turn  my  back  to  the  Mesa  and  keep  walking,  but  I must  honour  una,  ingu 
and  they  expect  things  from  me. 

Wimi  has  forgotten  more  than  Wimi  can  remember.  Only  Piiqwangw  can  place 
the  Sacred  Tablets  naanaqle'.  Many  are  worried  about  this  Tablet,  I get 
any  e-mails  about  Sacred  Tablet,  do  not  worry.  Sacred  Tablet  is  safe,  it 
is  even  under  Wimi's  nose,  Piiqwangw  has  hidden  it  under  Wimi ' s nose.  Wimi 
has  set  many  tests  for  Piiqwangw  and  he  alone  can  pass  these  tests.  He 
must  wait  for  Wimi  to  grow  wise  and  know  him.  If  Wimi  does  not  know  him, 
Pahana  qa  sinomu'yta  Mesat  "atsveq.  Mesa  tilawqa ' qati . Piiqwangw  will  have 
to  look  elsewhere  for  three,  two  or  even  one  true  Hopi.  Where  will  he 
look?  Haqam?  Piiye?  Suskyam.  Yangwa? 

I am  sure  Piiqwangw,  the  Capable  One,  wants  all  who  hope  for  the  Return 
to  know  True  name.  In  speaking  about  these  matters  I feel  my  neck  is  very 
vulnerable  and  I have  no  solution  to  this.  If  my  head  is  chopped  off  for 
these  words  it  is  not  too  bad,  I have  made  good  friends  here,  and  even 
found  a new  brother,  a man  is  rich  when  he  has  good  friends,  and  a man  is 
fearless  when  he  has  a family. 

The  Two  Horn  and  One  Horn  Societies  are  very  ^powerful,  they  are  equally 
powerful  but  for  different  Worlds.  Two  Horn  Society  is  Chief  Society  in 
charge  of  ceremonies  in  Third  World  [called  Palaqtawapi  and  Palasohu]  and 
has  all  the  knowledge  of  Third  World.  Alosaka  is  the  Diety  [Peace 
Counsellor]  of  the  Two  Horn  Society  and  Bow  Clan  is  the  Chief  Clan  of  Two 
Horn  Society.  Another  Diety  of  Two  Horn  Society  is  Saaviki  [War 
Counsellor].  Angwusi  is  Chief-Guardian-Bird  of  Third  World.  Third  World 
is  also  called  Palaatkwapi  Pala  [red]. Ala  [Horn]  Api  [useful  one]  Atkya 
[below]  Red-Horn-Useful-Below-World . Palaq-tawapi  is  meaning  Pala  [red] 
laq-ta  [remove  snow]  Tawapi  [sun  is  doing]  meaning  Red-Star-from-which- 
Sun-Removed-Snow.  Palasohu  [Red  Star]  is  a good  name  for  Third  World 
because  Third  World  is  a Red  Star  in  Topkya.  Two  Horn  Society  speaks  Mouth 
to  Ear  with  God.  This  Two  Horn  Society  Priests  are  ordained  *chosen 
Priests  of  Palaakwapi.  Two  Horn  Priest  is  ordained  in  his  mother's  Tipkya, 
born  to  be  Two  Horn  Priest.  If  he  is  not  born  Two  Horn  Priest  he  is 
without  power,  so  only  the  born  Priest  can  take  his  Position  as  Two  Horn 
Priest.  In  Palaakwapi  when  a Two  Horn  Priest  is  speaking  Palaakwapi  is 
listening  and  in  Third  World  Palaakwapi  *is  Land  and  Life.  Life  in  Third 
World  is  very  different  from  here.  Man  is  more  close  to  Palaakwapi  and 
more  obedient  to  Palaakwapi  than  in  this  Fourth  World.  In  this  Fourth 
World  man  has  very  little  Respect  for  Tuuwaqatsi.  Man  is  not  afraid  to  be 
disrespectful  of  his  Mother.  On  Red  Star  Two  Horn  Society  has  very 
^powerful  Medicine.  One  Horn  Society  is  Chief  Society  in  charge  of 
ceremonies  in  Fourth  World  [Tuuwaqatsi].  One  Horn  Society  is  mouth  to  ear 
with  Tuuwaqatsi.  One  Horn  Priests  are  ordained  Priests  of  Tuuwaqatsi  and 
are  responsible  for  Fourth  world.  Bear  Clan  is  the  Chief  Clan  of  One  Horn 
Society  and  Sooqimhonaw  [Big-Black-Bear]  is  Diety  of  One  Horn  Society. 
Mongwu  [Great  Horn  Owl]  is  Chief-Guardian-Bird  of  Fourth  World.  Many  say 
Eagle  i!  s Chief  Bird  in  Fourth  World  but  Mongwu  is  Chief  Guardian  Bird. 
Tuuwaqatsi  is  also  called  Tsorslaqtawapi  Blue-Star-from-which-Sun-Removed- 
Snow,  and  Tsors'sohu  [Blue  Star]  but  these  two  names  have  been  forgotten. 
One  Horn  Society  has  *very  powerful  Medicine  but  Pahana  has  come  between 
One  Horn  Society  and  Tuuwaqatsi,  calling  those  Old  Ways  pagan  and  trying 
to  make  weak  the  Medicine  of  One  Horn  Society.  True  Brother  brings 
Medicine  of  One  Horn  Society  back  to  Tuuwaqatsi  because  True  Brother 
belongs  to  One  Horn.  On  Red  Star  mankind  is  not  very  wise,  when  the 
Medicine  of  Two  Horn  Priests  is  working  the  Society  is  popular  with  the 
people,  but  when  the  Medicine  is  blocked  by  the  Medicine  of  their  Mother 
Palaqtawapi,  the  Two  Horn  Society  is  unpopular.  This  is  always  the  way 
when  people  behave  like  children.  On  Red-Star-Third-World-Palawtawapi 
Two  Horn  Society  did  *everything  to  help  all  the  people,  but  when 
something  is  going  not  according  to  the  plan  of  the  people.  Two  Horn 
Society  is  catching  accusation  and  trouble.  These  false  accusations  are 
coming  because  people  are  forgetting  the  Power  of  Palaqtawapi  is  greater 


than  the  power  of  Her  Two  Horn  Society.  When  the  Medicine  of  Red  Star  is 
blocking  the  Medicine  of  Her  chosen  Two  Horn  Society  then  the  Medicine  of 
Two  Horn  Society  must  bend  before  the  Medicine  of  their  Mother.  The  same 
problem  is  happening  in  Fourth  World.  On  Fourth  World  Tuuwaqatsi  Earth 
Mother  has  chosen  One  Horn  Society  to  be  Her  Chief  Priests  in  charge  of 
ceremonies.  Nothing  was  done  wrong  by  Two  Horn  Society,  only  that  this 
Mother  has  ordained  One  Horn  to  be  Her  Chief  Priests.  When  the  Medicine  of 
One  Horn  Priests  is  working  the  Society  is  popular  with  the  people,  but 
when  the  Medicine  is  blocked  by  the  Medicine  of  their  Mother  Tuuwaqatsi, 
the  One  Horn  Society  is  unpopular.  People  behaving  like  children  again  in 
this  Fourth  World.  On  Tuuwaqatsi,  One  Horn  Society  is  doing  their  best  to 
help  all  the  people,  but  when  something  is  going  not  according  to  the  plan 
of  the  people.  One  Horn  Society  is  catching  trouble.  These  false 
accusations  are  coming  because  again  people  are  forgetting  the  Power  of 
Tuuwaqatsi  is  greater  than  the  power  of  Her  One  Horn  Society.  When  the 
Medicine  of  Tuuwaqatsi  is  blocking  the  Medicine  of  Her  chosen  One  Horn 
Society  then  the  Medicine  of  One  Horn  Society  must  bend  before  the 
Medicine  of  their  Mother.'" 

End  of  Hopi  Elders  Statement* 

Who  among  you  is  above  the  Natural  Laws  and  the  Creator?  Look  to  your 
hearts  and  find  the  Compassion  of  the  Ancestors  and  Pray  this  never 
happens  to  you. 

In  service  to  the  Holy  Ancestors, 
katherine  Cheshire 
touch  the  earth  foundation 
http : //www.timesoft . com/hopi 

"RE : Walmart  and  Burial  Grounds"  

From:  danawa7@juno.com  (Agin  Unawhi) 

Subj : Walmart  and  Burial  Grounds 
Date:  Tue,  17  Mar  1998  22:48:54  -0500 

UUCP  email 
Osiyo  my  Beloved, 

Again  Walmart,  and  1DN  Development  is  destroying  our  Burial  Grounds,  this 
time  it  is  in  Nashville,  Tn.  The  last  time  I faced  this  group,  they  had, 

A MEMORANDUM  OF  AGREEMENT,  with  the  former  chief  of  the  Eastern  Cherokee, 
and  the  judge  ruled  in  favor  of  the  Federally  Recognized  Cherokee. 

Isn't  it  time  for  this  carnage,  this  desecration,  to  be  stopped.  Too 
often  tribe  after  tribe  has  faced  this  group  and  failed  because  WE  would 
not  stand  together.  Where  are  the  Warrior's  Societies,  AIM,  and  Fed. 
Recognized  Tribal  Defense  Coalitions. 

If  Georgia  Senator  Clint  Day  (Day's  Inns),  Roddy  Sturdivant,  and  lames 
Braden  can  be  stopped,  so  can  Walmart  and  1DN  Development.  Taking  this 
stand  may  not  get  you  friends  in  high  places  among  the  Human  Tribe,  but 
their  are  higher  places  than  these,  and  the  Ancestors  are  the  Gate  keepers 
here . 

Petition  Campaigns  for  preservation  to  the  Congressmen  from  their 
constituents,  to  Vice  President  A1  Gore  ,and  to  the  Tenn.  Govenor,  hot 

media  coverage  and  Native  encampments  are  all  needed  NOW It's  up 

to  you. 

From:  "Kevin  E.  Smith"  <kesmith@frank.mtsu .edu>> 

The  following  information  on  the  newly  heating  up  Wal-Mart  construction 
in  Nashville  is  provided  for  your  information.  Since  the  demise  of  the 
Banner  last  week  and  because  the  Tennessean  offers  no  on-line  posting  of 
articles,  I felt  I should  post  a summary. 

Please  note  that  the  following  is  my  personal  summary  of  newspapers  and 
other  information  and  does  not  reflect  "truth,  justice  or  the  American 
Way"  on  the  part  of  Middle  Tennessee  State  University,  the  Nashville 
Tennessean,  DuVall  & Associates,  the  Tennessee  Division  of  Archaeology  or 
anyone  else  that  you  can  think  of. 


A proper  and  official  court  order  approving  identification,  removal  and 


relocation  of  burials  from  the  proposed  Wal-Mart/Lowes  development  site 
was  received  from  the  Chancery  Court.  DuVall  & Associates , the 
archaeological  firm  hired,  began  the  process  of  identifying  burials  last 
week.  According  to  reports,  the  Archaic  site  on  the  property  had  no 
subsurface  features  of  any  kind.  However,  when  investigations  moved  to 
the  Mississippian  site,  my  informed  suggestion  that  "if  you  can  see  15  or 
20  looted  stone  box  graves  on  any  site  in  Middle  Tennessee,  you  can  count 
on  about  80  total  burials"  seems  to  be  holding  up.  Of  course,  without 
federal  or  state  funding,  the  archaeological  sites  associated  with  this 
cemetery  (or  cemeteries)  will  be  destroyed  with  only  minimal  recording  of 
information . 

While  I cannot  reproduce  the  text  of  the  Sunday  Tennessean  article  due 
to  copyright  restrictions,  some  members  and  organizations  of  the  Native 
American  community  in  Middle  Tennessee  are  preparing  to  make  this  project 
a "major  stand  on  some  issues."  ON  Page  B1  (Local  News),  the  Headline  was 
"Protestors  to  Risk  Hail  for  graves."  According  to  the  article,  some 
local  Native  Americans  are  willing  to  risk  jail  to  prevent  removal  and 
relocation  of  the  burials  at  the  Wal-Mart/Lowes  site.  While  officials  for 
1DN  Realty  (the  developer),  Wal-Mart  and  Lowes  corporate  entities,  and 
local  officials  appear  to  have  complied  with  legal  requirements  on  this 
project.  Native  Americans  do  not  believe  that  "moral"  and  "spiritual" 
obligations  have  been  fulfilled. 

According  to  the  Tennessean  article.  Native  American  attorney  Albert 
Bender  states  that  "we  will  bodily  oppose  the  removal  of  these  graves,  up 
and  to  the  point  of  civil  disobedience...  I know  the  police  have  to  do 
what  they  have  to  do,  and  we  have  to  do  what  we  have  to  do." 

My  guess  is  that  the  protests  will  draw  some  attention,  but  the  court, 
1DN  Realty  and  Wal-Mart  corp  have  made  their  decisions  and,  unfortunately, 
I suspect  another  small  Mississippian  settlement  will  soon  be  a parking 
lot  and  building  pad  for  a "much  needed"  new  Wal-Mart  and  Lowes  facility. 
Sunale  Danawa  Nuwati 

"RE : Indigenous  Persons  who  Betray  Their  People"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Mar  1998  13:32:13  -0500 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe.net> 

Subj : INDIGENOUS  PERSONS  WHO  BETRAY  THEIR  PEOPLE 

UUCP  email 

MNN.  Mohawk  Nation  News.  19-Mar-98.  They've  always  been  there, 
but  today  there  are  more  of  them  and  they  are  unafraid  because  they  are 
protected  by  the  oppressors  as  long  as  they  are  useful  to  them  and  do 
their  bidding.  But  why  are  they  more  committed  than  ever  before  to  work 
against  their  people  and  harm  them,  no  matter  how  much  their  own  people 
beg  them  to  stop?  During  the  past  15  years  or  so,  there  has  been  a 
greater  emergence  and  escalation  of  the  problem  of  Indigenous 
individuals  who  betray  their  own  people  on  behalf  of  the  enemy.  The 
reasons  these  individuals  carry  out  such  treachery  looks  like  a desire 
for  material  wealth  or  power.  But  is  that  the  only  reason  why  they 
abandon  their  principles  and  cross  over  to  the  join  the  army  of  the 
opponents?  They  appear  to  no  longer  see  that  they  have  permanently 
enslaved  themselves  to  tyrants  and  have  abandoned  the  only  people  they 
once  could  trust,  the  only  people  who  loved  them  in  healthy  ways. 

Despite  the  faces  these  disloyal  persons  put  on,  they  too  are  victims  of 
racism  the  same  as  the  rest  of  the  Indigenous  people.  The  problem 
facing  Indigenous  people  is  how  to  deal  with  them  because  they  are 
harmful.  How  can  they  be  identified  and  how  can  the  information  be 
shared  to  stop  them  from  harming  or  dividing  their  people?  Perhaps 
there  should  be  a meeting  of  many  people  from  many  cultures  and  races  to 
discuss  this  phenomena  and  to  develop  a strategy  which  can  be  widely 
publicized.  What  did  the  ancestors  do  to  their  spies  and  traitors?  In 
some  Indigenous  cultures,  those  who  knowingly  worked  against  their 
people  and  ended  up  harming  them  were  considered  as  having  alienated 
themselves  and  had  to  forfeit  all  birthrights  and  claims  on  their  nation 


and  territory.  One  writer  stated  that  the  charge  against  these  persons 
is  treason  and  the  penalty  is  death.  There  needs  to  be  a full  and  open 
discussion  of  this. 

"RE : Onondaga:  The  Central  Fire"  

Date:  Thu,  Mar  19,  1998  1:50  AM  EDT 
From:  Miketben 

Subj : Fwd : THE  EASTERN  DOOR  STUFF  THIS  WEEK 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
THE  FOLLOWING  WAS  COPIED  FROM  THE  EASTERN  DOOR 
NEWSPAPER  - KAHNAWAKE  MOHAWK  TERRITORY 

VOL.  7 NO.  7 - MARCH  13,  1998  - EDITION 
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EDITOR'S  COMMENTS  - APPEARING  ON  PAGE  2 


ONONDAGA:  THE  CENTRAL  FIRE 


The  demolishing  of  the  four  smoke  shops  in  Onondaga  last  week  would  not 
have  caused  such  a controversy,  had  it  been  in  any  other  community.  But 
because  Onondaga  is  supposed  to  be  the  central  fire  of  the  Confederacy  and 
has  tried  to  set  itself  apart  as  the  only  functioning  community  totally 
under  a traditional  government,  the  incident  has  cast  a pall  over  the  Six 
Nations . 

Some  people  have  difficulty  in  understanding  how  a situation  can  be 
allowed  to  deteriorate  to  such  a degree  by  the  Onondaga  Chiefs  who  are 
well  known  for  preaching  the  ways  of  peace  and  non-violence.  It  would  seem 
that  the  message  of  peace  that  the  Peacemaker  gave  to  us  has  been  lost  in 
the  events  that  led  up  to  the  destruction  of  the  buildings. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  they  do  not  have  the  authority  to  carry  out  such 
an  action.  As  the  governing  body  in  Onondaga,  the  Nation  Council  has  the 
responsibility  to  enforce  its  own  laws.  A government  is  only  as  strong  as 
the  laws  it  can  enforce.  What  is  being  questioned  is  the  wisdom  of  the 
action . 

And  the  smoke  shop  owners  are  not  beyond  criticism  either.  Their  actions, 
in  defiance  of  the  Onondaga  Nation  Council,  was  bound  to  end  up  in 
confrontation.  It  happened  in  1993  and  now  again  in  1998. 

They  may  have  had  a legitimate  complaint  back  in  1987-88  when  some  of 
them  stopped  paying  dividends  to  the  Nation  Council,  claiming  that  there 
was  not  adequate  accountability  for  the  large  sums  of  money  the  Nation  was 
receiving.  But  the  continued  refusal  to  abide  by  the  laws  of  the  Onondaga 
Nation  has  led  to  a situation  where  the  bringing  down  of  the  Nation 
Council  at  any  cost  seems  to  be  the  goal.  In  this  manner  the  very 
foundation  of  the  peace  is  threatened. 

By  offering  individuals  dividends  from  the  Peoples  Smoke  Shops,  are  they 
trying  to  buy  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  people?  And  to  what  end?  If 
people  want  change  in  the  government  of  Onondaga,  this  is  not  the  way  to 
go  about  it  in  a traditional  society. 

The  lines  are  being  drawn  between  those  who  support  traditional 
government  at  any  cost  and  those  who  want  to  change  traditional  government 
at  any  cost. 

The  bitterness  between  the  two  groups  has  turned  into  a chasm.  There  is 
very  little  or  no  middle  ground. 

For  those  of  us  from  the  outside,  it  is  important  that  we  don't  take 
sides  in  this  conflict  if  we  are  to  be  of  any  help  in  reconciling  the  two 
sides.  We  must  make  sure  that  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  Great  Law  is 
upheld.  Choosing  one  side  over  the  other  may  not  be  the  solution  but  may 
only  add  to  the  tension. 

The  Great  Law  allows  for  conflict  resolution  in  these  situations,  and 
the  Onondagas  have  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  how  this  would  work 
rather  than  just  brute  strength  on  either  side. 

Everyone  is  watching. 


THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  APPEARS  ON  PAGE  18 


QUIET  AT  ONONDAGA 


BY:  KENNETH  DEER 


The  situation  in  Onondaga  is  quiet  but  still  simmering  under  the  surface. 

Three  of  the  four  smoke  shops  that  were  demolished  on  March  2 have  been 
hauled  away  by  town  workers.  Shenandoah's  was  not  removed  and  remains  in 
the  same  condition. 

The  area  of  Papineau's  Smoke  Signals  has  been  completely  ripped  up.  The 
pavement  has  been  removed  and  there  are  only  mounds  of  dirt  remaining. 

Tension  still  exists  because  of  stories  of  threats,  real  or  imagined, 
which  circulate  through  the  community. 

"RE : Respecting  our  Elders"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Mar  1998  14:18:50  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Subj : Respecting  our  Elders--A  story  from  Ward  Valley 

UUCP  email 

RESPECTING  OUR  ELDERS 
by  Dan  Hamburg 

David  Burns,  Department  of  Interior  police,  emerged  from  his  white  Chevy 
Blazer  with  a benign,  almost  bemused  expression  on  his  face.  Six  feet, 
tanned,  athletic,  and  balding,  he  walked  toward  the  van  where  Steve  Lopez, 
a paraplegic  and  spokesperson  for  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations 
Alliance,  waited  to  receive  a five-day  eviction  notice. 

Before  reaching  the  van  he  saw  a familiar  face,  a Quechan  man  named 
Preston  Arroweed. 

"Hello,  David.  It's  good  to  see  you,  my  friend."  called  out  the 
bronzed,  middle-aged  Indian  man. 

"Hello,  Preston.  Good  to  see  you  also."  replied  Burns. 

"You  know  why  we  are  here  and  you  know  that  we  will  not  be  moved.  In 
fact,  I am  prepared  to  die  if  necessary  in  order  to  protect  this  land  that 
was  sacred  to  our  ancestors  and  is  likewise  sacred  to  us.  And  David,  if  I 
must  die  here,  I want  you  to  do  my  the  honor  of  firing  the  bullet  that 
ends  my  life." 

David  Burns  looked  Preston  Arroweed  straight  in  the  eye  but  he  shuffled 
his  feet  a bit. 

"David,  we  have  known  each  other  for  many  years.  I know  you  are  a good 
man.  That's  why  I want  you  to  do  me  this  honor  and  no  one  else.  And  one 
other  thing... It  might  be  best  if  you  would  go  back  to  your  station  and 
bring  out  you  Gatling  gun.  Don't  stop  with  me  but  shoot  us  all  dead. 
Because  if  you  put  a nuclear  waste  dump  on  this  land,  you  might  as  well 
kill  us." 

The  occupation  of  Ward  Valley  (Silyaye  aheace  in  Mojave  language)  by 
approximately  200  native  and  non-native  activists  in  just  entering  its 
fourth  week.  It  is  being  conducted  under  the  strict  guidance  of  Tribal 
Elders  from  the  five  Colorado  River  Indian  Nations:  Ft.  Mojave,  Colorado 
River,  Cocopah,  Chemehuevi,  and  Quechan.  The  occupation  is  preventing  US 
Ecology,  the  company  hired  by  the  federal  government  to  conduct  further 
tests  on  the  site,  from  completing  their  work.  The  tribes  maintain  that 
no  further  testing  is  needed  because  this  is  sacred  land  there  will  be  no 
nuclear  waste  dump  here. 

Tribal  Elders  are  holding  sacred  ceremonies  on-site  around  the  clock. 
Security  is  being  provided  by  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) . There 
is  a strict  code  of  non-violence  and  a prohibition  against  drugs  and 
alcohol  in  the  "village."  Through  the  spirit  is  often  light-hearted,  this 
is  an  intensely  serious  matter.  Some  of  the  most  dangerous  wastes 
produced  by  our  high-consumption,  high-tech  civilization  are  being  denied 
a burial  site  by  the  people  from  whom  this  land  we  call  the  United  States 
was  stolen.  It  is  already  a burial  site  for  their  ancestors.  It  is  bad 
enough  that  radioactivity  from  the  dump  might  leach  in  the  aquifer  that 
feeds  the  Colorado  River.  It  is  even  worse  to  defile  sacred  land. 

Finally,  there  is  the  desert  tortoise  or  Kah-Pet  in  Mojave.  A Fort 


Mojave  Elder  named  Llewellyn  Barrackman  calls  Silyaye  aheace  the 
"headquarters  for  the  desert  tortoise."  The  tortoise  is  federally  listed 
under  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  Were  it  not  for  the  ESA,  former 
Interior  Secretary  Manual  Lujan  would  have  transferred  the  site  into  the 
avaricious  hand  of  Pete  Wilson  in  the  waning  days  of  the  Bush 
Administration.  Silyaye  aheace  is  critical  habitat  for  the  tortoise. 

Last  night,  we  sate  around  a campfire  and  listened  to  a woman  talk  about 
her  native  language.  "There  are  only  a few  speakers  left.  I am  studying 
the  language  of  our  people  so  that  it  will  not  die."  She  told  stories 
about  the  surrounding  mountains  and  the  lives  her  people  lived  here  for 
centuries.  Her  mother  sat  beside  her  wrapped  in  a colorful  blanket,  saying 
little  but  clearly  enjoyed  the  chilly,  starry  Mojave  night.  When  it  was 
time  to  leave,  the  older  woman  stood  up  and  walked  to  each  person.  She 
shook  their  hand,  beaming. 

NOTE:  Dan  Hamburg  is  a former  Congressman  from  California  and  running 
for  Governor  in  the  upcoming  election  as  a member  of  the  Green  Party.  He 
and  his  wife,  Carrie,  have  been  occupants  of  the  Ward  Valley  village  for 
the  entire  time  of  this  occupation.  They  have  left  only  twice  to  spread 
the  word  of  what  is  happening  here  to  others  across  the  state  and  fill 
some  of  the  requirements  of  his  candidacy. 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http : //www. shundahai .org/SWVAction . html 

http : //earth runner . com/saveward valley 

http : //www. ctaz . com/~swvl 

http : //banwaste . envirolink.org 

http : //www. alphacdc . com/ ien/wardvly4 . html 

"RE : MAI:  Insult  Plus  Injury"  

Date:  10:19  AM  Mar  4,  1998 

From:  twnet@po. jaring.my  in  twn. features 

Subj : MAI-Insult  plus  injury  to  South 

Newsgroup:  soc. culture. native 

THE  MAI  - INSULT  PLUS  IN3URY  TO  DEVELOPING  NATIONS 

In  February  1998,  a meeting  was  organised  in  Paris  to  continue 
negotiations  for  a Multilateral  Agreement  on  Investment.  Although  only  the 
rich  countries  of  the  OECD  were  at  the  discussions,  the  treaty  is  also 
meant  for  developing  countries.  The  MAI  would  however  have  serious  and  even 
devastating  effects  on  the  economies  and  societies  of  the  South.  Martin  Khor 
analyses  the  MAI's  provisions  in  the  first  of  two  articles. 

By  Martin  Khor 

Third  World  Network  Features 

An  international  treaty  giving  foreign  investors  unprecedented  rights  to 
enter  countries  in  almost  all  sectors,  freely  bring  funds  in  and  out  of 
these  countries,  and  to  be  treated  better  than  local  companies,  is  being 
negotiated  by  governments  of  the  rich  countries  behind  closed  doors, 
largely  unknown  to  the  public. 

Scheduled  to  be  concluded  in  1998,  the  Multilateral  Agreement  on 
Investment  (MAI)  is  giving  rise  to  protests  from  citizen  groups  around  the 
world,  and  to  grave  concerns  from  developing  countries. 

The  MAI  is  being  drawn  up  by  the  29  rich  nations  that  form  the  powerful 
Organisation  for  Economic  Cooperation  and  Development  (OECD).  But  it  is 
also  (indeed  primarily)  meant  for  the  other  countries  to  sign  on  to. 

In  February  1998  the  OECD  held  another  round  of  talks,  which  concluded 
indecisively.  But  the  countries  are  still  trying  to  finalise  the  treaty 
before  the  year's  end.  They  want  to  finish  the  job  before  increasing 
public  awareness  puts  the  brakes  on  it. 

Developing  countries  are  not  even  invited  to  the  negotiations,  even 
though  they  are  expected  to  also  sign  on,  once  the  29  OECD  nations  have 


finalised  the  treaty. 

'This  is  why  we  are  calling  it  a multilateral  agreement,  and  not  an  OECD 
agreement,  as  we  are  negotiating  a treaty  for  the  world, ' an  OECD  official 
explained  at  a seminar  in  Hong  Kong  in  1996  for  Asian  governments  in  an 
attempt  to  attract  them  to  join  the  MAI. 

The  response  was  cool.  Many  Asian  delegates  expressed  outrage  at  the 
audacity  of  the  rich  nations'  attempt  to  draft  a global  treaty  of  such 
great  significance,  without  first  consulting  the  majority  of  countries  or 
inviting  them  to  participate  in  the  negotiations. 

They  felt  further  insulted  when  the  OECD  officials  explained,  without 
batting  an  eyelid,  that  developing  countries  had  to  be  kept  out  of  the 
talks  as  the  aim  was  to  have  a treaty  with  'high  standards',  and  taking  on 
board  the  concerns  of  the  Third  World  would  'dilute'  these  standards. 

In  1997,  a Canadian  group,  the  Council  of  Canadians,  got  hold  of  the 
highly  confidential  draft  of  the  MAI  text  and  placed  it  on  the  Internet. 
The  treaty's  features  and  its  effects  are  so  serious  and  shocking  that  the 
non-governmental  organisations  launched  a global  anti-MAI  campaign. 

The  MAI ' s main  objectives  are  to  attain  high  standards  of 
'liberalisation'  for  foreign  investments,  to  give  maximum  protection  to 
the  property  of  foreign  investors,  and  to  set  up  a strong  enforcement 
system  to  ensure  that  these  first  two  goals  are  met. 

Under  the  liberalisation  sections,  the  MAI  would  give  foreign  investors 
the  right  to  enter  and  establish  enterprises  with  100%  equity  ownership  in 
all  member  countries. 

This  is  particularly  significant  since  a very  broad  definition  is  given 
to  the  term  'investors'  (to  include  any  person  or  legal  entity,  whether  or 
not  for  profit,  whether  private  or  government-owned,  including  a 
corporation,  sole  proprietorship,  trust,  and  association),  and  to 
'investments'  (every  kind  of  asset,  including  an  enterprise,  shares  and 
equity,  bonds  and  debts,  intellectual  property  rights,  contracts  and 
concessions) . 

Thus,  governments  would  no  longer  have  the  authority  to  screen  the  entry 
of  foreign  investors  (or  even  of  non-commercial  societies),  or  to  place 
limits  on  the  degree  of  their  participation  in  the  national  economy  and 
society. 

Foreign  investors  must  also  be  given  'national  treatment',  defined  as 
treatment  no  less  favourable  than  that  accorded  to  local  investors.  In 
other  words,  foreigners  and  their  firms  can  be  treated  better  than  locals, 
but  not  less  favourably. 

This  implies  that  policies  that  favour  local  businesses,  farmers  or  even 
consumers  (for  example  in  house  and  land  purchases  and  ownership)  would  be 
prohibited.  Small  and  medium-sized  local  firms  and  farms  would  not  be  able 
to  enjoy  'affirmative  action'  policies  as  these  would  be  considered 
illegitimate  acts  of  discrimination  against  foreign  companies. 

Key  foreign  personnel  of  foreign  firms  must  be  given  the  right  of  entry 
and  work  authorisation  (denial  will  be  forbidden  even  on  the  ground  that 
local  professionals  require  employment),  and  their  numbers  cannot  be 
restricted . 

Also,  governments  are  prohibited  from  imposing  'performance 
requirements ' on  any  foreign  or  local  investor.  The  prohibition  list 
includes  requirements  on  firms  to  use  locally  made  goods  and  services,  to 
export  a percentage  of  goods  and  services,  to  transfer  technology,  to 
relate  the  firm's  value  of  imports  or  local  sales  to  its  export  value;  to 
establish  a joint  venture  or  achieve  a minimum  level  of  local  equity 
participation,  to  hire  local  personnel,  and  to  achieve  a level  of 
production,  sales  or  employment  in  the  country. 

Many  items  on  this  list  are  seen  by  governments  as  social  obligations 
that  foreign  corporations  should  meet  as  a contribution  to  the  host 
country's  development  goals.  The  MAI  would  ban  governments  from  requiring 
any  corporation  (local  as  well  as  foreign)  to  meet  these  obligations. 

Governments  must  also  give  'national  treatment'  to  foreign  investors  in 
all  kinds  of  privatisation  schemes.  Preference  shown  to  local  firms,  or 
reservation  of  shares  for  local  enterprises  or  citizens,  during 
privatisation  exercises  would  be  illegal.  Special  share  arrangements  (for 
example,  retention  of  golden  shares  by  a state  in  order  to  maintain  policy 


control  of  the  privatised  entity)  may  also  be  banned. 

Under  the  MAI ' s 'investment  protection'  section,  states  cannot 
expropriate  or  nationalise  a foreign  investor's  assets  (or  take  any 
measures  having  equivalent  effect)  except  for  a public  purpose  and 
accompanied  by  prompt  and  adequate  compensation. 

Since  the  definitions  of  expropriation  and  equivalent  measures  cover 
broad  areas,  compensation  claims  can  be  made  against  a state  not  only  for 
clear  instances  (such  as  acquisition  of  land  or  factory)  but  also  by  an 
investor  who  feels  he  has  been  unfairly  taxed,  that  his  intellectual 
property  rights  are  not  adequately  protected,  or  that  his  rights  to 
resources  or  business  opportunities  have  not  been  respected. 

In  another  clause  on  'transfers',  the  MAI  states  that  all  payments 
relating  to  an  investment  may  be  freely  transferred  into  and  out  of  the 
host  country  without  delay.  This  obliges  host  countries  to  have  the  most 
liberal  policy  towards  capital  inflows  (including  the  entry  of  funds  for 
stock-market  speculation)  and  outflows  (including  profits,  proceeds  for 
sale  of  shares  or  assets) . 

With  this  clause,  countries  would  be  prevented  from  having  measures 
which  they  believe  are  needed  to  prevent  the  kind  of  hot-money  flows  that 
have  recently  caused  financial  havoc  to  the  South-East  Asian  countries, 
and  led  eventually  to  balance-of-payments  difficulties. 

To  enforce  the  investors'  rights  spelled  out  above,  the  MAI  will  have  a 
'dispute  settlement'  system  in  which  a state  can  take  another  state  to  an 
international  arbitration  court  for  not  meeting  its  obligations,  and  an 
investor  can  likewise  sue  a state. 

If  found  guilty,  the  offending  state  will  have  to  pay  financial 
compensation  for  the  damage,  or  undertake  restitution  in  kind,  and  other 
forms  of  relief. 

State-to-state  disputes  are  also  heard  in  other  fora,  such  as  the  World 
Trade  Organisation.  The  MAI  is,  however,  unique  in  that  an  investor  can 
also  sue  a state,  making  it  the  first  multilateral  treaty  providing  such  a 
privilege  to  a private  investor. 

The  only  precedent  is  in  one  narrow  provision  of  the  North  American  Free 
Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA).  Under  this,  in  April  1997,  a US  company.  Ethyl 
Corporation,  sued  the  Canadian  government  for  banning  the  import  of  a 
gasoline  additive  MMT,  which  is  a dangerous  toxin. 

Ethyl  claims  the  ban  violates  NAFTA  provisions  and  is  seeking 
restitution  of  US$251  million  to  cover  losses  from  the  'expropriation'  of 
its  MMT  production  plant  and  its  good  reputation.  Ethyl  claims  the  ban 
will  reduce  the  value  of  its  plant,  hurt  future  sales  and  harm  its 
reputation . 

The  Ethyl  case  is  an  example  of  suits  governments  could  face  under  the 
MAI.  Such  court  cases  would  make  governments  fearful  of  having  any  policy 
that  displeases  the  corporations.  Even  the  fear  of  the  threat  of  a suit 
could  put  brakes  on  health,  safety,  environmental  and  social  policies. 

Initially,  MAI  members  can  ask  that  certain  sectors  and  activities  be 
exempted  from  having  to  follow  certain  obligations.  Flowever,  these 
exemptions  are  to  be  only  temporary,  must  be  stated  in  the  country's 
reservations  list,  and  must  be  phased  out. 

All  OECD  members  are  expected  to  be  initial  members  of  the  MAI,  but  it 
will  also  be  open  to  any  other  countries. 

The  OECD  is  already  persuading  developing  countries  to  join  the  MAI  and 
some  could  be  subjected  to  pressures.  The  implications  will  be  serious  for 
those  who  join. 

Most  developing  countries  welcome  foreign  investment.  But  many  countries 
also  have  sophisticated  regulatory  frameworks  that  govern  the  entry  and 
conditions  of  establishment  and  operations  of  foreign  firms. 

Restrictions  are  placed  on  foreign  investments  in  certain  sectors  or  in 
some  ways  (for  example,  requiring  that  a percentage  of  equity  be  reserved 
for  locals).  These  are  aimed  at  attaining  a minimum  level  of  participation 
of  local  people  in  the  economy;  at  protecting  and  strengthening  local 
firms  and  small  farmers  who  would  otherwise  not  be  able  to  face  the 
onslaught  of  giant  multinationals;  and  at  protecting  the  balance  of 
payments  from  too  much  financial  outflows  due  to  profit  repatriation  and 
high  import  bills  of  foreign  companies. 


The  proposed  MAI  would  prevent  developing  countries  from  adopting  the 
policy  instruments  and  options  they  require  to  attain  economic  development. 


As  the  MAI  will  have  such  an  important  effect  on  so  many  aspects  of  our 
social  and  economic  lives,  and  on  the  environment,  there  must  be  an  open 
debate  on  it  in  all  countries. 

To  facilitate  this  debate,  governments  should  provide  detailed 
information  on  the  MAI  to  Parliaments,  the  media  and  the  public.  For  we 
can  afford  to  ignore  what  these  MAI  negotiators  are  secretly  rushing  to 
conclude  only  at  our  own  peril.  - Third  World  Network  Features 
-ends- 
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"RE : Deals  with  BC  Treaties"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Mar  1998  01:16:06  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : What  deals  are  BC  Indian  leaders  prepared  to  make? 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  UBCIC  press  release  was  reprinted  in  Khatou 
magazine's  March  edition.] 

UBCIC  DEMANDS  THAT  LEADERS  OF  BC  TREATY  PROCESS  CLARIFY  THEIR  SUPPORT  OF 
FEDERAL  AND  PROVINCIAL  POLICIES 

Williams  Lake  - Chief  Saul  Terry,  President  of  the  Union  of  BC  Indian 
Chiefs,  demanded  that  the  Indigenous  leaders  within  the  BC  Treaty  Process 
clarify  their  support  of  federal  and  provincial  government  policies 
regarding  Indigenous  Peoples: 

"The  Minister  of  Aboriginal  Affairs  has  denied  that  the  Indigenous  Nations 
in  British  Columbia  are  asserting  unceded  aboriginal  title  over  the  entire 
area  of  British  Columbia.  Minister  Cashore  stated  that  Edward  John,  3oe 
Mathias,  Robert  Louie  accept  the  policies  of  the  Federal  and  Provincial 
governments  as  represented  by  the  British  Columbia  Treaty  Process.  I would 
like  to  clarify  if  this  is  true.  These  leaders  must  publicly  declare,  and 
put  in  writing,  whether  or  not  they  agree  with  the  current  Federal  and 
Provincial  policies  to: 

1.  Extinguish  100%  of  our  peoples'  Aboriginal  Title  to  our  traditional 
homelands,  in  exchange  for  the  Province  agreeing  to  recognize  only  5%  of 
our  Lands  under  fee-simple  Provincial  title. 

2.  Require  Indigenous  Peoples  to  take  out  loans  as  a mortgage  on  our  own 
futures  in  order  to  "negotiate"  to  recognize  our  internationally  and 
legally  recognized  Aboriginal  Title. 

3.  Eliminate  traditional  systems  of  Indigenous  Self  determination.  To 
trade  in  our  traditional  systems  of  governance  for  the  "Self  Government 
Corporations"  that  Canada  will  agree  to  recognize. 

4.  Refuse  to  meet  honourably  and  justly  with  Indigenous  Nations  who  do  not 
support  the  current  BC  Treaty  Process,  therefore  violating  their  fiduciary 
duties  and  legal  obligations. 

5.  In  exchange  for  the  devastation  brought  upon  our  Peoples,  including  the 
theft  of  our  Children,  Culture,  Language,  Land  and  Resources  offer  a 
limited  compensation  package  set  according  to  a predetermined  formula  of 
the  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments. 

These  policies  are  the  foundation  of  the  current  BC  Treaty  Process.  When 
you  agree  to  enter  into  the  BC  Treaty  Process,  this  is  the  basis  on  which 


you  agree  to  do  so.  If  the  leaders  of  the  BC  treaty  Process  do  not  agree 
with  these  policies,  they  must  step  forward  and  say  so.  Citizens  of  our 
Indigenous  Nations  deserve  to  know  what  deals  these  leaders  are  prepared 
to  make  with  the  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments. 

The  Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs  would  like  to  publicly  invite  Canada  to 
submit  a "letter  of  intent"  to  our  Indigenous  Nations  where  they  wish  to 
continue  to  use  and  access  our  Land  and  Resources. 


More  information  on  the  BC  treaty  process: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy . org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 
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Subj : The  History  of  Indian-U.S.  Treaties:  a series  by  NAU  Students 
Organization:  AOL  (http://www.aol.com) 
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Permission  given  for  non-commercial,  non-web-site  print 
THE  HISTORY  OF  INDIAN-U.S.  TREATIES: 

A series  by  NAU  Students 
February  9-16 
Indian  Country  Today 

By  the  Northern  Arizona  University  Treaty  Class 
For  Spring  1998 

Edited  by  Class  members  Andrea  Bia,  Cindy  Parrish,  and  Don  Virgil 
<A  HREF="http://www.indiancountry.com/">Indian  Country  Today  Online</A> 
Editor's  note:  During  1998--  with  an  endorsement  from  the  Navajo  Nation 
Council — the  Navajo  Program  and  the  History  Department  in  Northern 
Arizona  University's  College  of  Arts  & Sciences  are  marking  the  130th 
anniversary  of  the  signing  of  the  Navajo-U.S.  Treaty  of  1868  with  new 
courses  in  Navajo  history  and  federal  Indian  law. 

Students  in  the  course  on  Indian-U.S.  Treaties,  taught  by  Dr.  lack 
Utter,  agreed  with  ICT  to  write  a weekly  column  on  information  they  will 
be  learning  during  the  Spring  semester. 

Treaties  form  the  backdrop  of  the  past  and  confirm  the  rights  which 
Indians  have  today.  And,  Indian  treaties  provide  basic  definitions  for  the 
evolving  future  of  Indian  Nations  and  people.  [ From  " Indian  Treaties"  by 
Kickingbird  et  al.  )1980).] 

Treaties,  in  general,  are  international  agreements,  or  contracts, 
between  two  or  more  sovereigns-a  sovereign  being  a self-governing 
political  entity.  These  agreements  establish  legal  relationships  between 
the  sovereigns  concerning  the  issues  addressed  in  the  treaties.  Treaty 
issues  can  include  any  number  of  subjects,  but  seem  to  most  often  involve 
terms  of  peace,  military  alliance,  boundary  establishment,  trade,  and 
other  topics  relating  to  the  basic  welfare  of  nations. 

Indian-U.S.  treaties,  like  all  other  treaties,  are  international  legal 
instruments.  When  Europeans  first  settled  in  North  American,  they  had 
little  choice  but  to  " treat  with",  or  negotiate  with,  the  Indian  tribes 
as  the  independent  nations  they  were. 

European  nations  and  others  whose  people  negotiated  treaties,  both 
written  and  verbal,  with  the  Native  people  of  North  America  have  included 


Denmark,  Sweden,  Holland,  France,  Spain,  Russia,  Great  Britain,  The 
Republic  of  Texas,  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  Mexico,  Canada,  and 
the  United  States. 

Roughly  800  written  treaties  were  signed  with  tribes  by  agents  of  non- 
Indian  nations.  The  majority  of  the  treaties  ( from  400  to  500)  were 
between  the  U.S.  and  tribes  in  this  country.  Of  the  nearly  500  Indian-U.S. 
treaties,  only  about  370  were  actually  ratified  by  the  U.S.  Senate, 
becoming  part  of  " the  supreme  law  of  the  land"  under  the  Constitution. 

Many  tribes  negotiated  more  than  one  treaty  with  the  U.S.  over  the  years, 
and  a few  signed  as  many  as  six  or  more. 

In  the  1630' s.  The  Dutch  set  the  standard  for  formalized  treaty  making 
with  tribes.  Not  to  be  outdone  by  a competitor.  Great  Britain  and  its 
colonial  governments  also  engaged  in  treaty  making  with  tribes  in  a big 
way. 

Between  1607  and  1776,  at  least  175  Indian  treaties  had  been  concluded 
by  these  governments  with  tribes  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  After  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  in  1776,  the  U.S.  adopted  from  the  British 
its  own  extensive  practice  of  entering  treaties  with  tribes;  executing  the 
very  first  Indian-U.S.  treaty  with  the  " Delaware  Nation"  in  1778. 

This  interesting  document  contains  a provision  that  would  allow  other 
tribes  to  join  the  Delaware's  " and  to  form  a state  whereof  the  Delaware 
nation  shall  be  the  head,  and  have  a representation  in  Congress"-  but  only 
with  approval  by  Congress.  This  never  happened. 

Because  Indian-U.S.  treaties  form  a part  of  what  is  known  as  " federal 
Indian  policy,"  it  is  important  to  have  a basic  understanding  of  the 
history  and  evolution  of  that  policy,  which  has  proved  to  be  complex, 
confused,  contradictory,  and  ever-changing  over  the  past  220  years.  To 
provide  this  historical  context  for  future  articles,  the  remainder  of  the 
present  one  will  give  a brief  overview  of  the  first  two  of  the  various 
major  eras  of  federal  Indian  policy,  from  the  1770, s to  1850.  History  of 
Federal  Indian  Policy 

By  understanding  the  federal  Indian  policies  of  the  past  we  tribal 
members  can  better  influence  those  of  the  future.  [ Travis  K.  Smith  ( 
Navajo),  NAU  Student.] 

Establishment  of  the  Federal  Role:  1776-1820 

The  British  had  dealt  with  the  tribes  as  sovereign  foreign  nations  who 
held  the  balance  of  power  during  the  Europeans'  competition  with  each 
other  over  North  American.  But,  there  was  a long-term  British  debate  over 
whether  control  over  Indian  affairs  should  be  left  with  each  of  the 
colonies,  or  should  the  central  ( or  Crown)  government  be  in  charge.  By 
the  1760' s the  Crown  ended  the  debate  by  taking  firm  control  over  Indian 
affairs . 

The  U.S.  began  its  political  life  in  1776  with  considerable  confusion 
over  who  should  control  Indian  affairs--  the  states  or  the  federal 
government.  ( Many  tribes  sided  with  the  British  during  the  Revolution, 
making  Indian  affairs  a paramount  concern  in  America's  first  years.)  The 
confusion  lasted  until  adoption  of  the  Constitution  in  1789.  That  document, 
through  the  so-called  " Indian  Commerce  Clause"  and  the  treaty  power, 
placed  control  over  Indian  affairs  squarely  with  the  federal  government. 
This  centralization  of  power  was  soon  reinforced  by  the  Trade  and 
Intercourse  Acts  of  1790  through  1834,  which  brought  all  substantive 
interaction  between  Indian  tribes  and  non-Indians  under  under  federal 
control . 

One  of  the  most  important  things  the  Acts  did  was  prohibit  all  non- 
Indian  interests,  including  state  governments,  from  directly  acquiring 
Indian  lands.  Acquisition  could  only  be  legally  done  by  the  federal 
government;  though  this  rule  was  violated  on  a number  of  occasions  by  land 
speculators  and  on  several  other  occasions  by  states. 

During  these  early  years  the  U.S.  was  not  a very  strong  country  and 
still  had  to  worry  about  foreign  competition  for  the  continent,  primarily 
from  the  British  and  Spanish.  Thus  the  U.S.  was  keen  on  maintaining  good 
relations  with  the  tribes,  which  still  held  much  of  the  balance  of  power 
along  the  frontier  regions  of  the  eastern  U.S.  To  this  end,  the  federal 
government  entered  into  a number  of  treaties  with  eastern  tribes,  dealing 
with  them  not  too  differently  than  the  British  had.  In  the  years  right 


after  the  War  of  1812,  however,  the  British  and  Spanish  threats 
disappeared.  This  changed  the  somewhat  accommodating  attitude  of  the  U.S. 
toward  the  tribes,  and  a new  and  much  less  friendly  policy  era  began. 

The  Removal  Ear:  1820-1850 

Shortly  after  the  era  began,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  handed  down  an 
important  ruling  in  Hohnson  v.  McIntosh  (1823)  wherein  it  said  the  U.S. 
had  adopted  the  "Discovery  Doctrine"  from  the  European  nations.  This  meant 
that  the  U.S.  legally  saw  the  tribes  only  as  rightful  users  and  occupiers 
of  their  homelands,  but  not  as  full  owners.  This  tribal  land  title  of  " 
use  and  occupancy"  became  known  as  " Indian  Title"  or  Aboriginal  Title," 
The  U.S.  said  that  it  held  the  rest  of  the  title  to  Indian  land,  having 
inherited  " discovery"  rights  of  ownership  from  other  European  nations. 
(The  " discovery  Doctrine,"  which  had  its  beginning  in  the  Christian 
Crusades  for  the  Holy  Land,  was  based  on  the  double  premise  that  the 
presumed  " superior  culture"  and  " superior  religion"  of  European  nations 
justified  their  taking  of  lands  from  newly  discovered  non-Christian 
peoples.)  From  then  on,  when  the  U.S.  bought  tribal  land,  most  of  which 
was  acquired  through  treaties,  it  proclaimed  it  was  buying,  or  " 
extinguishing,"  Indian  rights  to  use  and  occupy  their  land. 

Demand  for  Indian  land  east  of  the  Mississippi  grew  as  rapidly  in  the 
early  1800's  as  did  the  non-Indian  population.  This  led  to  extensive 
encroachment  on  Indian  territory,  followed  by  serious  outbreaks  of 
hostilities . 

Because  tribal  military  power  had  been  greatly  reduced  after  the  British 
were  defeated  in  the  War  of  1812,  many  major  U.S.  political  figures 
promoted  " removal"  of  tribes  to  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi  as  the  " 
solution"  to  the  land  problem. 

The  state  of  Georgia  was  particularly  vicious  in  its  promotion  of 
removal,  primarily  of  the  Cherokees.  Its  actions  resulted  in  the  next  two 
major  Indian  law  cases  to  go  before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  Cherokee 
Nation  v.  Georgia  (1831)  and  Worcester  v.  Georgia  (1832).  In  the  first  of 
these  two  cases  the  Cherokees  tried  to  bring  an  original  suit  in  the 
Supreme  Court  as  a " foreign  nation,"  under  the  Constitution,  against  the 
state  of  Georgia.  This  was  because  Georgia  was  grossly  interfering  with 
tribal  lands  and  tribal  government  and  was  attempting  to  legislate  the 
tribe  out  of  existence.  The  Supreme  Court  dismissed  the  case,  however, 
because  it  determined  the  Cherokees  ( and  thus  other  tribes)  were  not  a 
foreign  nation,  but  a " domestic  dependent  nation."  They  were  also 
declared  to  be  subject  to  the  guardianship  and  superior  sovereignty  of  the 
U.S. 

In  the  Worcester  case  the  Court  ruled  more  favorably  for  the  Cherokees, 
reaffirming  their  status  as  a self-governing  political  entity  in  whose 
territory  the  laws  of  Georgia  had  no  force  and  effect.  This  was  because, 
as  a matter  of  federal  law,  the  U.S.  had  recognized  the  self-governing 
powers  of  the  Cherokees  by  entering  into  a treaty  with  them.  They  had  " 
internal"  sovereignty  over  their  own  affairs.  The  Court  thereby 
acknowledged  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  ( and  other  tribes)  represented  a 
third  source  of  sovereignty-beyond  the  states  and  the  federal  government- 
under  the  U.S.  Constitution.  Even  so,  the  court  made  clear  that  the 
Cherokees  and  other  tribes  remained  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  U.S. 

No  one,  however,  could  stem  the  tide  of  non-Indian  expansionism.  The  end 
result  was  that  the  Cherokees,  and  at  least  20  other  eastern  tribes,  were 
removed  to  lands  beyond  the  Mississippi  under  a federal  program  that  was 
supposedly  voluntary,  but  was  actually  coerced.  Extreme  hardship 
accompanied  each  of  the  tribes  as  they  were  removed  west. 

The  " Trail  of  Tears"  of  the  Cherokees  occurred  at  this  time,  when  they 
and  other  tribes  were  forced  west,  mostly  to  what  is  present-day  Oklahoma, 
as  a result  of  new  removal  treaties  with  the  United  States.  In  1849,  with 
the  East  largely  empty  of  tribal  Indians  ( except  for  the  Iroquois  and 
several  other  notable  holdouts)  the  U.S.  felt  confident  enough  to  transfer 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  from  the  War  Department  to  the  Interior 
Department,  where  it  has  remained. 

[ Primary  sources  for  this  article  were:  W.  Canby  (1988),  " American 
Indian  Law; " 3.  Utter  (1993),  " American  Indians,  Answers  to  Today's 


Questions;"  American  Indian  Lawyer  Training  Program  (1988) , " Indian 
Tribes  as  Sovereign  Governments;"  Holt  and  Forrester  (1990),  " Digest  of 
American  Indian  Law:"  R.  Williams  (1990),  " The  American  Indian  in  Western 
Legal  Thought,  " and  class  lectures.] 
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THE  105TH  CONGRESS:  SHAMEFUL  TREATMENT  OF  TRIBAL  GOVERNMENTS 
February  23-March  2 
Indian  Country  Today 

Reprinted  from  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
<A  HREF="http://www.indiancountry.com/">Indian  Country  Today  Online</A> 

Should  Congress  revoke  tribes'  sovereign  immunity  from  legal  suits? 
Should  Indian  tribes  be  forced  to  accept  state  tax  plans  that  they  believe 
are  unfair  or  overly  intrusive?  Should  Congress  reduce  federal  funding  to 
those  tribes  with  higher  business  revenues,  in  disregard  of  tribal  needs 
and  previous  treaty  promises?  Should  Congress  tax  tribal  gambling  but  not 
state  lotteries? 

Each  of  these  issues  was  raised  in  Congress  this  year.  The  legislation 
that  was  introduced  would  have  dramatically  transformed  decades-old  Indian 
policies,  imposed  policy  changes  only  on  tribal  governments  ( not  on  state 
or  local  governments)  and  ignored  historic  treaties.  Worse,  the  sponsors 
sought  to  circumvent  the  deliberative  process  ( public  hearings) . They  did 
so  by  trying  to  attach  their  legislation  to  must-past  tax  or  spending 
bills . 

Sen.  Gorton  (WAsh)  wanted  to  revoke  tribal  sovereign  immunity  and  to 
apply  means-testing  to  the  allocation  of  federal  Indian  spending.  Revoking 
sovereign  immunity  could  result  in  a flood  of  litigation  which  could 
paralyze  and  bankrupt  tribal  governments.  Basing  federal  funding  on  means- 
testing would  deny  the  federal  government's  trust  responsibility  to  all 
tribes.  Sen.  Gorton  attached  these  policy  riders  to  a spending  bill. 

Rep.  Istook  ( Okla,)  wanted  to  force  tribes  to  accept  any  tax  plan 
developed  by  a state  government.  His  strategy  was  to  bar  tribes  from 
taking  lands  into  trust  until  they  enter  into  tax  agreements  with  state 
governments.  This  arrangement  would  undermine  both  tribal  sovereignty  and 
economic  development.  Rep.  Istook  tried  to  attach  this  legislation  to  the 
Interior  Appropriations  bill. 

Rep.  Archer  ( Texas)  and  others  wanted  to  tax  revenues  from  tribally- 
owned  enterprises.  These  taxes  could  significantly  restrict  tribal 
economic  development.  Singling  out  tribal  ( but  not  state  and  local) 
governments  for  a tax  is  inequitable.  This  spring.  Rep.  Archer  tried  to 
insert  a new  tax  on  all  tribal  business  revenues  into  a tax  bill. 

In  each  of  these  cases,  no  hearings  were  held  to  assess  the  possible 
impacts  of  these  pieces  of  legislation  on  tribal  sovereignty,  self- 
determination  or  economic  development. 

Tribal  governments  were  not  consulted.  No  opportunity  was  given  for 
Congress  to  examine  the  assumptions  and  claims  upon  which  the  proposed 
policies  were  to  be  based.  By  circumventing  the  deliberative  process,  the 
sponsors  denied  tribes  the  opportunity  for  respectful  government-to- 
government  consultation. 

This  year,  tribal  advocates  were  able  to  turn  back  each  of  these 
initiatives . 

However,  the  votes  were  close  and  the  sponsors  have  promised  to  pursue 
the  legislator  again.  When  that  happens.  Congress  should  stop  its  shameful 
treatment  of  tribal  governments  and  give  these  complex  issues  the  careful 
deliberation  that  they  require. 

"RE;  Lawyers  & Eagle  Feathers"  


Date:  Fri,  20  Mar  1998  10:51:40  -0600 
From:  "Matthew  Richter"  <freerdmn@mpks . net> 

Subj : Lawyers  & Eagle  Feathers 

UUCP  email 

The  eagle  feather  is  the  primary  religious  symbol  of  the  Sioux  and  it's 
meaning  is  explained  by  the  Seven  Creeds  Society  in  their  story,  "Killing 
of  the  Children"  http:www.iwchildren.org/Story/itbegan.htm 

WHAT  IS  THE  PURCHASE  PRICE  OF  DIGNITY? 

THE  HOKE  OF  THE  BAR  ASSOCIATION 

Everybody  has  a joke  about  a lawyers,  read  the  Indian  version  this  is  the 
saddest  one  of  all. 

March  20,  1998 

FROM:  Iron  Wing's  Children,  children@iwchildren.org 

this  copyright  article  is  the  property  of  the  authors  and  is  published  at 
http://www.iwchildren.org/lawyers.htm  please  write  to  us  for  permission  to 
reprint.-  Matthew  Richter 

TO:  A parent  in  the  fight  to  protect  the  eagle  feather  and  to  leave  her 
kindergarten  child  a legacy  of  dignity; 

Now  you  have  seen  one  more  aspect  of  the  mascot  fight  and  freedom  of 
religion  for  Native  Americans,  the  lawyers.  One  at  a time  their 
spokespersons  have  put  themselves  up  as  your  expert  buddy  and  told  you  that 
Native  American  religion  is  not  worth  their  time, 

"Sorry,  no  case  honey." 

SO,  DO  YOU  BELIEVE  THEM?  Will  you  let  these  phony  legal  guys  B.S.  you?  Do 
you  want  to  get  some  where  or  do  you  want  to  be  persecuted  and  waste  your 
time?  You  could  be  playing  blocks  with  your  daughter  instead  and  constantly 
back  tracking  to  find  out  who  has  been  brain  washing  your  child  with 
religious  hatred.  We  are  responding  in  reference  to  the  following  remarks 
sent  to  us  about  hiring  any  lawyer  to  work  in  a court  of  law  for  the  dignity 
promised  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  establishing  religious 
freedom  for  all  people. 

"...We  had  considered  this  strategy  about  eight  years  ago  and  did  discover 
at  least  one  precedent 

case  in  Illinois  involving  the  Christian  faith  and  municipal  government. 
However,  your  scenario  of  the  paper  headdress  may  probably  not  strong  enough 
to  make  a case.  For  one,  the  issue  of  what  happens  in  a specific  classroom 
might  not  meet 

the  test  of  State,  whereas  the  situation  of  a school  mascot/symbol  may. . . 
With  all  that  said,  (organization  name)  is  currently  reevaluating  the 
potential  of  legal 

action  but  we  have  come  to  no  conclusion.  I do  want  to  share  with  you 
(employee  of  organization)  commented  to  me  on  another  issue  --  Indian  people 
can  not  afford  to  bring  cases  before  the  courts  that  are  doomed  to  begin 
with,  for  every  loss  sets  a precedent  that  all  Indian  people  must  live  with 
until  a better  case  presents  itself..." 

Too  bad  7,000  grade  schools  across  the  country  were  on  the  same  day 
dressing  several  hundred  thousand  kids  in  construction  paper  headdresses. 

We  know  what  this  letter  will  do,  it  will  cut  down  the  e-mail  from  the 
phonies  out  there  who  believe  they  are  doing  something  for  the  cause.  We 
have  been  talking  nice  before  but  by  talking  nice  we  see  no  one  answers  the 
questions  so  what  is  the  point  of  talking  nice? 

QUESTIONS  FOR  A LAWYER  BEFORE  YOU  HIRE  HIM: 

1.  What  lawyer  would  like  his  cultural  identity  displayed  as  a mascot  and 
wants  his  family  history  displayed  as  mascot? 

2.  Which  lawyer  would  like  to  have  his  religious  symbols  displayed  as  mascot 
toys? 

3.  Which  lawyer  does  nothing  and  says  the  mascot  does  not  affect  the  child's 
self  image? 

3.  Which  Black,  Dewish,  or  Asian  heritage  lawyer  is  going  to  come  out  and 
say  they  should  be  mascot? 


4.  Which  Black  lawyer  is  going  to  come  out  and  say  since  the  black  athlete 
is  in  the  majority  in  sports  we  are  finally  going  to  settle  this  mascot 
issue  and  make  the  Black  American  the  mascot  right  here  and  now. 

5.  What  Hispanic  lawyer  is  going  to  say  bring  back  the  Frito  Bandito?  Many 
Hispanic  players  play  for  these  teams.  When  are  they  need  to  clean  up  their 
act  or  do  they  like  to  be  known  for  making  mascots  of  another  race? 

6.  What  oriental  will  stand  and  say  we  like  to  be  called  gooks  and  slant 
eyes?  Yet  those  same  lawyers  whine  about  civil  rights  supporting  the  racism 
against  another.  Look  at  Bill  Lee  the  former  NAACP  legal  staffer  who  is  now 
the  President's  head  of  the  Justice  Dept.  Are  we  going  to  see  prosecution  of 
schools  making  mascots  of  Native  Americans  or  are  we  going  to  see  him  say, 
"Sure  how  about  a Yellow  Peril  mascot  in  a San  Francisco  school,  sounds  cool 
to  me. " 

And  then  there's  the  white  folks.  Catholic,  Christian,  Protestants.  Ask  the 
Southern  Baptist  if  they  want  their  people  made  into  mascots?  Go  ahead  and 
suggest  it  and  listen  to  the  animal  squeal  at  the  mention  of  them.  Look  at 
http://www.iwchildren.org/tdjesus.htm  for  a good  example  of  the  way  it  would 
go  for  Touchdown  Jesus. 

Ask  a lawyer  this,  since  the  president  is  a lawyer  would  he  and  his  family 
want  to  be  mascots?  Let's  have  a big  dildo  for  a president  mascot  running 
around  the  stadium  and  see  if  the  issue  of  respect  gets  talked  about.  Look 
at  it  for  what  it  is,  the  president  is  a lawyer  too  and  what  does  his 
morality  do?  He  runs  around  hiring  more  lawyers  to  defend  him  for  his  sex 
life  in  the  oval  office  and  he  is  just  a loose  cannon  on  a long  convention 
weekend.  His  girl  friends  who  are  degrading  the  women  who  are  the  mothers, 
sisters  and  daughters  of  this  country  can  say  hey  I did  the  highest  profile 
lawyer  in  the  country.  Now  he  is  putting  lawyer  after  lawyer  into 
employment,  to  defend  this  behavior,  yet  what  does  any  one  with  common  sense 
say  about  him? 

We  challenge  any  lawyer  to  say,  "Native  Americans  are  mascots,  everybody 
has  equal  rights  so  let's  bring  back  Sambo,  lets  bring  in  the  Jewish  mascot, 
let's  get  the  gook  railroad  working  mascot  into  the  schools  and  sports 
arenas . " 

The  phony  lawyer  will  say,  "We  can't  make  the  Black  or  Yellow  races  into 
mascots,  it  would  interfere  with  their  heritage  and  their  identity."  Any 
powerful  Jewish  lawyer  would  never  neglect  to  say  the  Jewish  mascot  is 
degrading.  Every  thanksgiving  construction  paper  headdress  of  the  Sioux  are 
made  by  public  school  children  but  do  Jewish  lawyers  stop  this  abuse?  They 
would  if  a morality  play  done  every  year  in  pubic  schools  featured  a yellow 
construction  paper  Star  of  David  made  by  children  for  the  annual  Easter 
"Killing  of  Jesus".  They  definitely  would  go  to  court  as  this  would  be 
degrading,  insulting  and  an  act  of  hatred.  Aren't  the  millions  and  millions 
of  Native  American  children  who  died  in  the  American  holocaust  worthy  of  the 
same  respect. 

We  have  heard  the  lawyers  telling  us  how  they  can't  go  to  work  for  Native 
Americans  for  years  but  if  your  lawyer  can't  answer  these  questions  their 
identity  is  worth  nothing,  their  religion  is  worth  nothing.  If  they  aren't 
moving  to  take  the  cases  why  are  they  upset  because  we  point  to  them  hiding 
in  the  muck  at  the  bottom  of  the  lagoon? 

We  will  clarify  the  issue  and  show  what  a low  life  lawyer  looks  like.  Is 
there  a lawyer,  especially  a Black  lawyer  who  would  stand  for  his  children, 
his  religion  and  his  ancestors  to  be  ridiculed  by  the  schools?  But  since  a 
lawyer  does  not  have  a family  he  will  say,  "Give  me  the  green  with  Andrew 
Jackson's  face  on  it!".  He  will  say,  "You  are  worth  nothing  and  your 
children  are  worth  nothing  because  they  don't  have  the  green  God  in  their 
hand."  Listen  to  them  whine  about  these  statements  but  look  to  see  how  many 
of  them  will  answer  the  questions  and  how  many  will  say,  "Sure,  use  my 
child,  and  family  as  mascots." 

WHAT  IS  A LAWYER? 

A lawyer  should  understand  the  case  they  are  involved  in.  Have  your 
attorneys  answered  these  questions?  If  they  haven't  they  don't  have  the 
ability  to  address  the  case.  To  be  honest  about  it  they  don't  have  the 
ability  to  be  in  the  law  profession.  If  they  can't  they  are  playing  lawyer. 
If  they  can't  they  aren't  a father  or  mother  and  sure  don't  have 


understanding  of  Native  American  religion. 

Don't  bother  running  to  any  flunky  Indian  organizations  to  champion  your 
cause  because  what  you  are  hearing  now  is  from  Native  Americans  who 
understand  their  people  and  love  them. 

We  have  this  on  the  internet  http://www.iwchildren.org/lawyers.htm  and 
challenge  anybody  about  our  religious  beliefs  and  our  culture  identity  at 
any  time.  As  you  will  see  we  have  no  takers  they  crawl  under  a rock  and  say 
the  truth  is  too  hard  to  view.  Don't  talk  to  us  how  to  address  it  as  we  have 
been  addressing  it  since  the  European  came  and  look  where  has  it  gotten  us. 
To  the  point  where  open  racism  is  practiced  against  us.  Any  lawyer  out  there 
can  respond  to  the  questions  or  they  will  do  what  all  lawyers  do  and  crawl 
under  a rock  until  that  rock  can  be  pried  up  with  a $20  bill. 

The  reason  most  of  the  attorneys  can  not  understand  why  Native  Americans 
don't  have  deserve  respect  for  their  religions  is  because  nine  out  of  ten 
lawyers  do  not  have  a religious  base.  If  they  did  they  would  understand 
there  is  not  dignity  in  making  any  religion  into  a mascot.  So  when  you  go  in 
there  ask  the  lawyer  if  he  has  a religion.  If  he  says  yes  have  him  answer 
the  questions  and  if  he  can't,  he  is  no  human  being  but  playing  around  in  a 
masquerade.  Since  apparently  there  are  no  takers,  there  are  no  lawyers  out 
there  with  a religion.  This  includes  the  Asian,  Hispanic,  Blacks  and  Dew. 
Don't  play  lawyer  with  the  Native  American  go  play  it  with  the  other  folks, 
we  have  dealt  with  the  B.S.  since  the  invasion  of  the  Europeans. 

Don't  try  to  justify  your  hiding  away  with  dignity  as  we  can  question  it 
and  show  you  have  none.  If  we  can  not  have  our  religion  free  from 
molestation  from  Black  athletes,  fake  lawyers,  and  sexist  politicians  like 
the  president  then  no  one  can  have  it.  So  we  ask  is  the  United  States  a 
degenerate  county?  All  we  want  from  others  is  to  respect  our  religion. 

We  have  been  tortured  to  adopt  to  yours.  Our  children  have  been  beaten, 
molested  and  psychologically  warped  and  twisted  just  to  submit  to  yours. 

This  country's  history  is  well  known.  It  has  tortured,  molested,  beaten  and 
taken  children  away  from  their  families,  destroying  the  Native  American 
family  to  try  to  get  respect  for  your  religions.  We  can  easily  point  this 
out  to  you.  The  mascot  issue  is  no  different  than  the  boarding  school  issues 
since  the  beginning  of  the  white  man,  nothing  has  changed.  The  only  modern 
change  is  that  the  abuse  is  no  longer  physical  now  it  is  done  mentally  and 
psychologically. 

You  will  cry  that  these  are  past  wrongs  but  they  continue  because  they  are 
not  addressed.  You  may  not  beat  our  children  now  but  the  black  athlete  and 
public  schools  are  now  mentally  abusing  children.  Is  that  the  pride  of  this 
country,  to  go  after  children  and  abuse  them?  That  is  the  way  it  has  been 
since  you  set  foot  on  this  soil. 

We  challenge  anybody  to  a debate  on  this  and  it  has  been  on  our  web  sit 
for  a year  but  we  still  have  no  takers.  You  can  see  we  have  had  no  takers 
and  the  lawyers  won't  budge  until  we  dangle  a $20  bill  in  front  of  their 
faces . 

Remember  how  the  lawyer  is  like  the  US  Government,  he  only  wants  the 
dollar.  Like  Andrew  Dackson  sent  the  8,000  Cherokee  to  their  deaths 
http://www.iwchildren.org/murderer.htm  where  is  he  except  following  the 
profit?  If  you  want  rights,  rob  a bank  and  take  the  money  to  a lawyer.  After 
he  bleeds  the  money  and  gets  you  off  with  a reduced  sentence  no  matter  how 
guilty  you  are,  the  profession  will  give  him  a plaque  because  he  was  able  to 
steal  the  money  from  you  and  now  you  are  able  to  go  out  and  steal  again. 

But  if  ask  him  to  sit  and  talk  about  your  rights  because  you  believe  in 
your  religion  and  know  that  you  have  your  rights  and  title  to  the  dignity 
of  a human  being,  he  will  tell  you  there  is  no  case.  Go  rob  that  bank  and 
come  back  to  him  and  he  will  receive  your  $20  bills  with  Andrew  Dackson  on 
them  and  get  moving  to  court.  He  will  say,  "Sure  come  on,  but  don't  talk  to 
me  of  your  rights  as  a human  being  to  protect  your  children,  the  dignity  of 
your  ancestors  and  your  interest  in  equality  and  respect!" 

What  lawyer  is  going  to  tell  you  the  eagle  feather  is  not  a religious 
symbol?  So  where  is  the  lawyer  when  it  is  time  to  do  the  work?  He  is  looking 
at  his  God  the  greenback. 

The  reason  why  lawyers  refuse  to  address  this  legal  issue  is  because  there 
is  no  money  in  the  Native  American  community.  Why  would  they  want  to  upset 
the  Christian  community  who  has  the  money?  It  is  pure  economics  because  the 


lawyer's  God  is  money.  You  will  find  the  lawyer  hanging  on  the  edges  of  our 
discussions  like  the  vultures  and  when  it  looks  ripe  and  juicy  to  jump  for 
the  gold,  there  he  is.  Next  time  you  hear  a lawyer  joke,  use  a little  common 
sense,  does  he  stand  for  your  rights  or  does  he  stand  for  the  dollar? 

NAACP,  DRIVEN  BY  LAWYERS  OR  DOLLARS? 

We  have  the  challenge  standing  for  the  NAACP  and  their  lawyers  to  take  up 
the  questions,  http://www.iwchildren.org/naacp.htm.  When  are  you  going  to 
get  those  overpaid  muscle  bound  athletes  to  quit  training  children  to  be 
bigots  against  the  Naive  American?  Isn't  it  time  the  Black  American  and  his 
lawyers  clean  up  their  own  shop  and  quit  whining  about  their  rights?  Every 
body  knows  the  NAACP  cries  about  racism  but  every  body  sees  they  do  not  know 
what  racism  really  is. 

Our  questions  are  open  to  any  great  legal  mind  on  the  web.  Ask  any  person 
or  culture  or  religion  do  they  want  their  people  displayed  as  mascots?  Ask 
any  idiot  if  they  want  this  to  happen  to  them?  So  when  any  lawyer  tells  you 
that  you  have  no  case  know  he  has  already  sold  his  soul  to  the  devil.  For 
isn't  the  Antichrist  an  individual  who  pits  religions  against  each  other, 
corrupts  the  child's  mind  and  all  just  because  they  are  different?  Now, 
isn't  that  the  lawyer,  that  is,  unless  you  have  the  $20  bill  with  the 
terrorist's  face  on  it  to  defend  your  rights? 

We  will  address  any  question  a lawyer  sends  in  concerning  what  we  have 
said.  If  they  have  the  guts  and  the  dignity.  They  will  have  to  answer  these 
questions  but  none  of  these  are  acceptable  questions  in  this  day.  We  still 
ask  why  are  there  Indian  mascots  in  modern  time  and  these  questions 
shouldn't  even  have  to  be  posed. 

Unfortunately  we  have  seen  no  lawyers  with  respect  or  dignity  for  their 
family,  race,  creed,  culture  or  religion.  We  hope  we  are  wrong  but  we  have 
yet  to  see  any.  We  want  to  see  one  who  will  go  against  the  forces  of  greed 
corruption  and  immorality. 

Remember,  all  you  parents  out  there  fighting  for  Native  American  dignity 
in  the  schools,  you  have  seen  that  if  you  stand  up  with  the  strength  of  a 
parent  and  the  knowledge  in  your  heart  that  you  are  doing  the  work  of 
protecting  all  children  and  ask  for  help,  the  lawyers  will  run  from  you. 

When  you  are  visiting  with  a lawyer  in  his  office,  ask  these  questions 
above.  When  the  lawyer  says  he  has  to  go  the  john  and  sends  his  secretary 
back  to  say  he  is  busy  you  know  you  are  talking  to  the  Antichrist  and  get 
out  of  there.  Continue  to  look  for  one  with  dignity. 

Matthew  Richter  children@iwchildren.org 
Clem  Iron  Wing  ironwing@feist.com 
Matthew  Richter 

"Killing  of  the  Children"  A story  of  traditional  teachings. 

Native  American  Religion  of  the  Sioux  told  by  the  Seven  Creeds  Society 

http : //www. iwchildren .org/Story /upcoming. htm 

"Wichita  North  High  School  & The  Shame  of  Public  Education" 

http : //www. iwchildren .org/genocide/shamel. htm 

"RE : innu  Hope  Ruling  Stops  Megaproject"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Mar  1998  22:05:17  -0500 
From:  Carol  Liu  <radred@ix.netcom.com> 

Subj : Innu  hope  Supreme  Court  ruling  could  stop  megaproject 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

FROM:  HOUR  Magazine,  Montreal 
www . afterhour . com 
HEAD:  An  ace  in  the  dam 

Their  first  mistake  was  trying  to  bury  the  provincial  hatchet  on  Innu 
land.  Their  second  mistake  was  showing  up  with  t.v. cameras  in  tow. 

Now  Innu  leaders  are  hinting  that  the  Lucien  Bouchard  and  Brian  Tobin's 
third  and  final  mistake  might  be  assuming  that  the  new  Labrador 
hydroelectric  project  can  proceed  without  Innu  consent. 

The  two  premiers  were  in  Labrador  Monday  for  a splashy  press  conference 
to  announce  a huge  new  system  of  dams  on  the  Churchill  river,  which  flows 
through  the  heart  of  Innu  territory.  An  earlier  dam  has  been  a source  of 


friction  between  the  two  provincial  governments,  but  both  leaders 
promised  only  good  times  ahead  after  the  14  billion  project  comes  online 
in  the  next  millennium. 

The  premiers  were  not  smiling  when  a group  of  Innu  met  their  bus  on  the 
road  to  Churchill  Falls  --  and  turned  them  away,  grimaces  caught  on  the 
national  news. 

And  now  that  the  cameras  are  off  and  the  premiers  are  back  in  their 
capitols,  Innu  leaders  are  turning  their  attention  to  the  courts,  where 
they  think  a recent  Supreme  Court  decision  has  given  them  the  legal  tools 
they  need  to  put  the  project  on  ice. 

"The  Delgamuukw  case...  that's  a very  nice  card  in  our  hands,"  said 
Daniel  Ashini,  one  of  the  Innu  leaders. 

Ashini  is  referring  to  a December  judgement  which  compels  provincial  and 
federal  governments  to  actually  talk  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  they 
are  invading.  Although  the  Delgamuukw  decision  dealt  specifically  with  a 
land  claim  in  northwestern  BC,  its  precedent  is  being  studied  in  band 
offices  and  board  rooms  throughout  Canada,  and  has  changed  the  rules  of 
the  game  for  the  hundreds  of  land  claims  negotiations  now  active. 

The  Delgamuukw  decision  is  the  result  of  a 13  year-old  land  claims  case 
filed  by  the  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  First  Nations  in  northern  BC. 

Looking  to  regain  control  of  territory  they  had  never  signed  away  in 
treaty,  the  two  nations  presented  the  most  extensive  land  claim  case  ever 
heard  in  a Canadian  court  --  including  traditional  elders'  stories  never 
before  heard  outside  of  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  longhouses. 

A provincial  judge  shot  it  down  --  calling  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  life 
before  contact  "nasty,  brutish,  and  short."  That  decision  was  overturned 
by  the  Supremes,  and  a new  trial  was  ordered. 

But  it's  what  the  judges  said  in  throwing  the  case  back  to  BC  that  has 
the  Innu,  and  other  aboriginal  groups,  interested.  The  judges  decreed 
that  any  development  on  land  claimed  or  traditionally  inhabited  by 
aboriginal  groups  can  only  proceed  in  consultation  with  the  aboriginal 
nations.  Also,  the  court  recognised  the  legitimacy  of  aboriginal  stories 
and  oral  histories  in  the  land  claims  process.  These  two  key  new  tools 
will  hopefully  speed  up  the  glacial  pace  of  negotiations  between  First 
Nations  and  governments,  the  judges  said  in  their  written  decision. 

"Let  us  remember  that  we  are  all  here  to  stay,"  urged  Antonio  Lamer, 

Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

It's  a plea  for  accommodation  that  obviously  fell  on  deaf  ears  in  St. 
John's  and  Quebec  City.  Although  Churchill  II,  the  sequel,  would  flood 
out  a huge  tract  of  Innu  land,  Innu  leaders  were  excluded  from  the 
secretive  negotiations.  Like  the  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en,  the  Innu  also 
have  a long-running  land  claim  built  on  oral  testimony  and  have  never 
signed  a treaty  with  an  outside  government. 

"Tobin  told  us  that  we'd  be  the  first  to  know  about  anything.  Next  thing 
we  know,  the  deal  is  done  and  we're  out  in  the  cold,"  said  Ashini. 

This  new  hydro  development  comes  as  Innu  communities  are  still  dealing 
with  the  destructive  effects  of  the  first  Churchill  dam. 

"These  governments  continue  to  reap  billions  from  the  upper  Churchill 
dams,  and  there's  never  been  one  red  penny  to  the  Innu  communities  for 
the  loss  of  their  hunting  territories  and  grave  sites...  and  now  they 
want  to  do  it  all  over  again  in  the  lower  Churchill,"  said  Ashini. 

Things  will  be  different  this  time  around,  promises  Ashini. 

"We  were  not  organised  then  like  we  are  now  --we  have  the  political 
avenues,  we  have  more  legal  options.  The  realities  today  are  very 
different,"  he  said. 

One  of  those  new  realities  is  the  support  of  American  and  Quebec 
environmental  groups  --  groups  which  have  already  helped  put  the  new 
Hydro-Quebec  mega-project  at  Great  Whale  in  the  Cree  territory  on  ice. 

Tom  Holzinger  is  a veteran  of  that  last  campaign.  The  local  environmental 
activist  is  optimistic  that  there  is  a large  field  of  obstacles  that  will 
trip  up  the  newest  Quebec  mega-project. 

"The  odds  against  this  whole  basketful  of  mega  are  much  longer  than  Great 
Whale...  legal  challenges,  environmental  reviews,  land  claims,  financing 
issues.  By  the  time  the  courts  have  dealt  with  all  these  issues,  the 
political  and  economic  condition  won't  be  interesting  any  longer." 


But  Holzinger  realises  that  the  new  mega  project  is  being  pushed  by  the 
provincial  leaders  not  only  for  economic  reasons,  but  also  out  of  a sense 
that  Innu  territory  is  wilderness:  empty  land  that  is  wasted  if  not 
developed . 

"These  people  are  nature  tamers.  Empire  builders.  Conquistadores . It's  in 
their  blood." 


m-j  milloy 
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'when  the  going  gets  weird, 
the  weird  turn  pro. ' HST,  PhD 

"RE : Maria  Tallchief  Proclamation"  — - 

Date:  Thu,  19  Mar  1998  11:28:00  -0500 

From:  Brent  Michael  Davids  <75522. 3516@compuserve. com> 

Subj : Maria  Tallchief  Proclamation 

UUCP  email 

-=<+>=- 

City  of  Chicago 
Incorporated  4th  March  1837 
[Emblem] 

-=<+>=- 

OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
CITY  OF  CHICAGO 

Richard  M.  Daley 
MAYOR 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS,  Maria  Tallchief  is  recognized  throughout  the  world  as  one  of  the 
first  and  greatest  American-trained  ballet  dancers  of  international 
importance;  and 

WHEREAS,  Maria  Tallchief  is  one  of  the  greatest  Native  American  dancers  of 
all  times,  the  daughter  of  an  Osage  Indian  born  in  Fairfax,  Oklahoma;  and 
WHEREAS,  Maria  Tallchief  founded  the  Chicago  City  Ballet  in  1980  and  served 
as  its  director  until  1987;  and 

WHEREAS,  Maria  Tallchief  was  one  of  Robert  loffrey's  most  revered 
ballerinas,  a source  of  ongoing  inspiration  and  a tribute  to  the  American 
Art  of  Dance;  and 

WHEREAS,  Maria  Tallchief  created  roles  in  many  ballets,  including 
Balanchine's  THE  FIREBIRD,  ORPHEUS  and  SCOTCH  SYMPHONY;  and 
WHEREAS,  The  Doffrey  Ballet  of  Chicago  is  performing  its  tribute  to  the 
cultural  and  spiritual  heritage  of  Native  Americans,  Peter  Pucci's  MOON  OF 
THE  FALLING  LEAVES  with  specially  commissioned  score  by  Brent  Michael 
Davids,  a composer  of  Mohican  descent,  which  incorporates  Native  American 
instruments  and  includes  a traditional  Mohican  children's  story  read  by  the 
composer  in  Mohican: 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  RICHARD  M.  DALEY,  MAYOR  OF  THE  CITY  OF  CHICAGO,  do 
hereby  proclaim  March  12,  1998,  to  be  Maria  Tallchief  DAY  IN  CHICAGO,  in 
recognition  of  all  her  contributions  to  the  world  of  dance  and  to  the 
cultural  life  of  the  city  of  Chicago. 

Dated  this  27th  day  of  February,  1998. 

Richard  M Daley  [Signature] 

Mayor 

"RE : The  End"  

Date:  Thu,  12  Mar  1998  00:27:16  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj:  From  my  files... 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


...  as  requested . 

Another  article  from  my  bbs  files...  entitled,  "The  End"...  I first  posted 
it  in  Duly  95. . . 

I heard  another  rant  on  the  radio  last  night,  about  how  Indian  people  are 
'getting  too  much  given  to  them'.  Too  much  money,  too  much  'special 
treatment,'  etc.  The  station  faded  as  I drove  & I missed  the  call  sign,  but 
it  doesn't  matter  where  it  originated.  The  speaker,  like  99.99%  of 
mainstream  North  Americans,  missed  the  point  entirely;  the  fight  for  NA 
rights  is  really  a 'rear-guard'  action.  Holding  on  to  cultural  values  & 
500,000  yrs  of  experience  on  this  land  is  the  only  thing  that  will  save  at 
least  a few  of  the  real  people  of  this  land  so  that  they  will  survive  when 
the  rest  of  the  population  goes  up  in  smoke. 

You  have  to  know  this  land  to  live  on  it,  & there  will  be  no  technology, 
no  'computerized  systems',  no  safety  nets  social  or  otherwise,  to  keep  the 
mainstream  folks  from  being  flushed  down  the  toilet  of  history  by  their 
own  greed  & disconnection  from  their  own  humanity.  It  is  inevitable  as  the 
rising  of  the  Sun.  The  present  state,  social  & religious  institutions, 
structures  & systems  on  which  they  have  purposely  placed  their  survival  is 
crumbling  already,  & 1 or  2 generations  more,  at  the  very  most,  & they 
will  disintegrate  completely. 

Think  about  it.  In  10-15  yrs  35%-45%  of  the  mainstream  North  American 
population  will  be  over  60  yrs  of  age.  Another  30%-35%  will  be  children. 
Those  in  between  will  not  be  able  to  support  the  infrastructure  on  which 
they  have  all  foolishly  put  their  dependance,  when  for  generations  we  have 
said  that  the  land  is  all  that  has  permanence,  all  that  is  real.  Most  have 
not  listened.  Nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  ever  made  by  man  lasts  forever. 
Only  the  land,  & those  who  are  truly  a part  of  it,  go  on.  In  that  short  10, 
000-yr  interim  of  human  history  known  as  ' recorded  history'  alone  there 
have  been  hundreds  of  '1000-year  civilizations,'  and  they  are  all  nothing 
but  dust.  But  the  mainstream  ignores  reality,  blissfully  'forgets'  its  own 
history. 

In  the  past  30  yrs  I have  heard  many  people  that  'know'  share  the  vision 
that  it  will  end  in  fire.  Each  time  I asked  if  it  was  a nuclear  war  'fire', 
& each  time  I was  told  it  would  be  matches...,  ordinary  flames.  Mad  Bear, 
Tom  Banyacya,  Raymond  Harris,  Lazarus  Roan,  Old  Crow  Dog,  Peter  O'Chiese, 
Rolling  Thunder,  and  over  2 dozen  others  I have  had  the  privilege  of 
sharing  breath  with  have  all  said  the  same  thing. 

The  sheep,  too  disconnected  from  the  land,  placing  their  lives  and  the 
lives  of  their  children  on  man-made  toys  such  as  electricity,  governments, 
police,  mechanical  & electrical  gadgets...,  well  those  sheep  will  end  up 
killing  each  other  for  a mouthful  of  food,  a warm  coat,  a place  to  sleep. 
And  as  the  ruins  of  their  burnt-out,  riot-killed  cities  yield  less  & less 
of  technology's  hollow  fruit  they  will  gradually  and  painfully  die.  It  is 
coming  much  sooner  than  most  care  to  imagine. 

Look  around  and  see  the  abundant  evidence.  Those  who  'play'  at  being 
Indian  will  starve  or  rip  each  other  to  shreds  along  with  the  fools  from 
other  lands,  because  they  do  not  know  how  & where  or  when  to  place  a 
fishnet,  let  alone  how  to  make  one  of  vines  or  roots.  They  don't  know  how 
& where  to  watch  for  moose  or  deer  on  the  game-trails,  or  even  what  a 
game-trail  looks  like,  or  how  to  kill  & use  their  kill.  They  don't  know 
how  to  make  a fish-hook  of  bone  or  even  how  to  start  a fire  at  40-below  in 
a blizzard,  how  to  make  & sleep  cozy  in  a quick  snow  shelter  or  weave  a 
coat  of  rabbit  fur-strips.  They  don't  even  know  how  to  look  for  berries 
without  seeing  them,  or  how  to  cure  illness  without  a drug  store  or 
hospital.  Such  ignorance  does  not  merit  life.  They  don't  really  know  this 
land.  And  they  will  die.  (Personally,  I hope  to  live  long  enough  to  say, 
"Good  riddance!"  to  the  eradication  of  such  pseudo-human  pollutants,  as 
cold  as  that  may  sound.) 

Indian  rights  are,  before  & after  everything  else,  the  rights  required 
to  keep  the  real  knowledge  necessary  for  survival  alive,  so  that  the 
people,  the  only  real  & true  relatives  of  this  land,  will  live.  Teach  your 
children  well.  It  is  certainly  not  the  knowledge  of  the  gizmos  & gadgets 
of  this  '1000  year  civilization'  that  will  guarantee  their  survival;  just 
the  opposite.  Such  an  'education'  will  only  seal  their  deaths.  Degrees  & 


diplomas  & certificates  are  useful  only  for  the  interim  survival  until  the 
whole  make-believe  world  comes  apart  at  the  seams,  & after  that...  well, 
on  the  land  such  stuff  as  these  'papers'  makes  for  good  fire-starter . 

Pray  that  the  land  will  purify  itself  soon,  that  real  men  may  live  again. 

"RE : Free  Wolverine  Campaign"  

Date:  19  Mar  1998  11:56:00  +0200 
From:  I-AFD_2@anarch.free.de  (catkawin) 

Subj : Traditional  Elder  LAVINA  WHITE  at  3ericho98 
for  Free  Wolverine  Campaign 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net> 

Hi  all. 

The  following  message  has  been  sent  to  several  anarchist  lists  where  it 
has  raised  questions  about  any  person  having  the  right  to  call  themselves 
"queen"  of  the  Haida. 

Any  info  on  this  will  be  welcome. 

Thanks, 

catkawin 

Nachricht  vom  17.03.98  weitergeleitet 

Ersteller:  Tspeten@aol.com 

PRESS  RELEASE 

FREE  WOLVERINE  CAMPAIGN 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  17,  1998 

TRADITIONAL  ELDER,  LAVINA  WHITE,  TO  SPEAK  AT  3ERICH098  FOR  THE  FREE 
WOLVERINE  CAMPAIGN 

77-year-old  traditional  elder  of  the  Haida  Nation,  LAVINA  WHITE  (Raven  Cl 
an,  family  of  Haida  Hereditary  High  Chiefs)  will  speak  at  the  March  27 
3erich  o98  rally  in  Washington  DC,  as  a spokeswoman  for  the  Free  Wolverine 
Campaign.  LAVINA  WHITE  is  a direct  descendant  of  the  rightful  heirs  of  the 
throne  o f the  Haida  Nation,  and  is  recognized  by  traditionalists, 
sovereigntists,  and  warriors  of  all  Native  Nations  as  the  Queen  of  Haida. 

Her  Native  name  is  Ttohw  Hegwelth  Edenshaw  (Sound  of  Many  Copper  Shields 
So  Be  It  - Their  Word  Is  Law). 

LAVINA  WHITE  will  talk  at  3ericho98  about  Native  political  prisoners 
Wolverine  (Elder,  Shuswap  Nation)  and  03  Pitawanakwat  (Warrior, 
Odawa/Anishinabe  Nations).  These  two  brothers  are  political  prisoners 
because  of  their  role  in  the  armed  defense  of  Indian  land  against  a 1995 
invasion  by  the  U.S.  FBI;  the  Canadian  Secret  Intelligence  Service;  Canada's 
national  police  force  (RCMP  - Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police);  Canada's 
military  forces;  and  armed,  white  fascists. 

LAVINA  WHITE  will  also  address  the  ongoing  theft  of  Indian  land,  the 
continuing  violation  of  Native  sovereignty,  and  the  persistent  exploitation 
and  rape  of  our  Mother  Earth. 

The  Free  Wolverine  Campaign  is  honored  to  be  represented  by  this 
matriarch.  3ericho98  (http://www.jericho98.com)  is  a national  mobilization 
campaiging  Amerikkka  to  force  the  United  States  government  to  admit  the 
existence  of  political  prisoners  and  set  them  free. 

The  Free  Wolverine  Campaign  aims  to  free  Native  political  prisoners 
Wolverine  and  03.  For  information  about  the  1995  armed  defense  of  Indian 
land  at  "Gustafsen  Lake",  contact: 

THE  FREE  WOLVERINE  CAMPAIGN 
National  Spokespeople 

Splitting  the  Sky  604-820-7633 
Bill  Lightbown  604-251-4949 

The  Seattle  (USA)  Office  of  the  Free  Wolverine  Campaign 
phone  206-233-7982 
email  <tspeten@aol . com> 

website  chttp: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/FWC/main . html> 

SETTLERS  IN  SUPPORT  OF  INDIGENOUS  SOVEREIGNTY  (S.I.S.I.S.) 
email  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

website  chttp: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html> 


RE:  Native  Prisoner 


Date:  Thu,  26  Mar  98  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a prisoner  whose  name  has  been  sent  to  me  by  his  sister. 

From:  Andreana  Ponce  <Aponce@POTAWATOMI .ORG> 

Subject:  Addition  to  Prison  penpal  list 
Date:  Wed,  18  Mar  1998  10:25:31  -0600 

My  brother's  name  is  Francisco  Ponce,  3r.  #255647 

A-South  - #108 

Cimmarron  Correctional  Facility 
3700  S.  Kings  Highway 
Cushing,  OK  74023 
Ancestory:  Kiowa 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Apr  1 22:52:27  1998 
Date:  Tue,  31  Mar  1998  19:39:47  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.014 
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This  issue  contains  articles  Chiapas-L,  Minn-Ind  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
http : //www. indiancountry . com;  Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 


IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


Finally  the  whole  country,  which  the  Cherokees  and  their  fathers  have 
so  occupied,  will  be  demanded,  and  the  remnants  of  the  Ani  Yvwiya,  the 
"Real  People",  once  so  great  and  formidable,  will  be  compelled  to  seek 

refuge  in  some  distant  wilderness Should  we  not  therefore  run  all 

risks  and  incur  all  consequences,  rather  than  submit  to  further 
laceration  of  our  country?  Such  treaties  may  be  all  right  for  men  who 
are  too  old  to  hunt  or  fight.  As  for  me  I have  my  young  warriors  about 
me.  We  will  have  our  lands." 

_ Tsiyu  Gansini  (Dragging  Canoe),  Cherokee 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  issue's  quote  (above)  is  no  casual  choice.  This  past  weekend  I had 
the  honor  of  serving  as  emcee  for  a Powwow  to  raise  funds  for  the  legal 
defense  of  Little  Cedar  Mountain,  one  of  the  resting  places  of  Cherokee, 
that  is  now  coveted  by  the  English  developer  Hines,  Ltd.  Here,  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  last  stronghold  of  Dragging  Canoe  our  people  must  fight  in  the 
Yonega ' s courts  to  let  our  People  remain  at  rest. 

We  did  receive  some  good  news  while  at  the  Powwow.  The  City  of  Nashville 
refused  to  issue  a permit  to  Wal-Mart,  Lowes  and  DDN  Realty  on  their  joint 
venture,  also  on  a Cherokee  gravesite  "....until  it  has  been  demonstrated 
problems  with  the  Native  American  community  have  been  resolved." 

It  is  but  one  small  victory,  but  each  small  victory  is  one  more  step  in 
the  right  direction.  Aho! 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Date:  Fri,  27  Mar  98  08:51:39  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu 
Subj : Mary  Townsend  Crow  Milligan 

She  was  very  proud  of  her  Delaware-Cherokee-Shawnee  heritage. 

Bartlesville  Examiner-Enterprise 
26  March  1998 

Mary  Townsend  Crow  Milligan,  77,  died  at  7:35  PM  Tuesday  in  Bartlesville. 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bartlesville,  10:00  AM,  Friday  with  Rev.  Tim  Byington  officiating. 
Interment  will  be  in  the  Memorial  Park  Cemetery  under  the  direction  of 
the  Stumpff  Funeral  Home. 

Donations  may  be  made  to  the  charity  of  the  donor's  choice. 

Mary  was  born  August  19,  1920  in  Delaware,  Ok  to  lesse  Townsend  and  Ida 
Mae  (Miller)  Townsend.  She  was  reared  in  Delaware.  After  graduating  from 
Delaware  High  School  in  1938,  she  attended  Tulsa  Business  College,  where 
she  received  an  Associates  Degree  in  Business.  Mary  came  to  Bartlesville 
in  1940,  and  went  to  work  for  Phillips  Petroleum  Company  and  worked  there 
for  42  years.  She  retired  as  an  executive  secretary  in  the  Executive 
Health  Department. 


Mary  married  Joseph  Jennings  Crow  April  30,  1967  and  lived  at  the  Lazy 
JO  Ranch  west  of  Bartlesville.  Mr.  Crow  preceded  her  in  death  on  February 
9,  1981.  Mary  married  Daymon  Lloyd  Milligan  February  26,  1994.  Mr. 

Milligan  preceded  her  in  death  on  January  26,  1998. 

Mary  is  survived  by  three  brothers  and  their  wives,  Jess  Edward  and 
Ramona  Townsend  of  Bartlesville,  Blue  Hill  and  Carrolyn  Townsend  of 
Bartlesville,  and  Bruce  Miller  and  Annie  Townsend  of  Tulsa.  She  was 
lovingly  known  as  Aunt  Mary  to  9 nieces  and  nephews,  16  grand  nieces  and 
nephews,  and  numerous  cousins  and  many,  many  friends. 

Mary  was  very  active  in  civic  activities  and  the  arts.  Mary  Milligan  was 
a long  time  active  member  of  the  Osage  County  Cowbelles,  Osage  County 
Cattlemen's  Association,  Bluestem  Farm  & Ranch  Club,  Jane  Phillips 
Sorority,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  Daughters  of  Union 
Veterans  and  the  Republican  National  Committee.  Mary  Milligan  received 
the  Outstanding  Indian  Woman  of  Oklahoma  from  the  Governor  in  1974, 
received  Historian  of  the  year  from  the  Washington  County  Historical 
Society  in  1979,  was  past  president  and  host  of  the  1989  General 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  National  Convention,  was  past  president  of  the 
Washington  County  Historical  Society  and  Bartlesville  Indian  Women's  Club. 
She  also  chaired  the  Indian  Summer  Intertribal  Pow  Wow  in  1988,  and 
initiated  the  first  Spring  Wild  Onion  Feast  in  1952  that  has  become  an 
annual  Bartlesville  event.  Mary  also  sang  at  many  functions  such  as 
opening  ceremonies  and  Pow  wows.  She  also  staged  and  participated  in 
Indian  Style  Shows  around  the  USA.  She  was  a Charter  Member  of  the 
Oklahoma  Federation  of  Indian  Women.  She  sponsored  the  Mary  Townsend  Crow 
Award  for  Deserving  Volunteer  at  the  Miss  Indian  Oklahoma  Pageant,  and 
was  Chairman  of  the  Indian  Heritage  Pow-wow.  She  was  listed  in  Who's  Who 
of  American  Women. 

Mary  was  very  proud  of  her  Delaware-Cherokee-Shawnee  heritage.  Mary 
served  on  the  Delaware  Tribal  Council  for  45  years,  and  helped  establish 
the  Delaware  Center  in  Bartlesville.  She  was  active  in  the  Delaware 
Cultural  Committee,  and  made  many  trips  to  Washington  D.  C.  on  behalf  of 
the  Delawares. 

Funeral  arrangements  and  interment  are  under  the  direction  of  the 
Stumpff  Funeral  Home. 
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My  editorial  comments  in  the  last  issue  struck  a few  nerves,  and  made 
people  think.  I received  more  comment  on  it  than  on  many  in  a very  long 
time.  I am  including  two  response,  each  written  from  a very  different 
perspective.  Learn  from  them. 

Date:  Wed,  25  Mar  1998  20:38:41  -0700 
From:  "Reginald  D.  Atkins"  <ratkins@trib.com> 

To:  "Gary  Night  Owl"  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subj : Re:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.013 

With  reference  to  the  below,  I send  the  following. 

-> 

> "Learning  how  to  be  a white  man  is  not  learning.  Learning  our  Native 

> 'way'  and  acquiring  Native  wisdom  and  knowledge,  coupled  with  the  best 

> instruction  in  the  Western  Cannon,  is  learning.  And  it  is  a must  for 

> our  survival." 

> Darryl  Babe  Wilson,  Iss/Awte  (Pit  River  Nation) 

> 

>0'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

> 

> There  is  zero  compunction  about  the 

>deaths  of  a few  Natives,  whether  they  be  in  Acteal  or  Stoney  Point  or 
>Wounded  Knee. 

> 

> There  is  no  accounting  for  these  transgressions  because  these  powers  are 
>not  held  accountable.  We  continue  to  allow  the  manipulation  of  our  People, 
>the  truth  and  ages  old  agreements. 


> 

> Is  it  because  Native  Peoples  like  to  be  jerked  around  and  pitted  against 
>one  another?  Is  it  because  Native  Peoples  have  been  oppressed  so  long  that 
>any  other  way  of  living  is  frightening?  Some  one  of  you  must  know  the 
>answer.  Please  share  it  with  the  rest  of  us. 

> 

Let  me  share  the  following  with  your  readers  and  I point  these  thoughts 
at  the  Red  Men  and  Warriors  of  the  Red  Nations. 

I am  not  Red,  I am  White;  but  I ask  you  to  listen.  Read  the  above 
quotes  and  let  them  strike  you  like  a stone  at  the  middle  of  your  forehead. 

You,  Red  Men,  are  still  loosing  the  battle.  The  warriors  of  ancient  Rome 
would  put  you  to  shame.  YOU  must  learn  to  stand  together.  The  quibbling 
and  fighting  among  your  own  people  will  bring  the  Red  Man  to  the 
termination  of  his  existence.  Have  you  not  learned  the  ways  of  European 
and  western  governments;  it  is  very  simple.  DIVIDE  and  conquer. 

Complacency  and  inaction  will  kill  us  all. 

YOU  MUST  learn  to  be  active  and  vote  as  a block.  Where  you  can  not  win 
in  local  elections  you  can  combine  together  as  tribes  and  nations  to  vote 
in  number  in  national  elections.  You  must  make  your  voices  heard.  You 
must  be  more  active  and  be  taken  seriously  by  elected  officials  in  the 
congress  of  the  nation.  You  can  not  sit  by  and  watch  the  Eagle  die.  You 
can  not  sit  by  and  watch  the  lands  that  were  once  yours  be  stripped  of 
trees  and  developed  for  the  recreation  of  the  so  call  hunter-sportsman. 

I am  angry  at  the  destruction  of  your  heritage  and  your  spiritual  ways. 

I am  angry  that  pollutants  in  the  waterways  bringing  a new  disease  that 
threatens  the  Bald  Eagle  by  destroying  their  brains.  Where  are  you  when 
the  Eagle  and  the  Forest  and  the  Minerals  of  the  Earth  call  upon  you  for 
help.  You  can  not  rise  up  with  weapons  and  attack;  you  will  loose  again. 
>From  the  early  days  of  white  education  I have  been  taught  that  the  pen  is 
mightier  than  the  sword  and  it  is  proven  true  by  that  which  you  experience 
in  today's  world.  You  fight  the  lawyers  and  the  courts  with  the  word  and 
the  pen  and  block  voting  as  a united  NATION. 

Not  all  whites  are  your  enemies  and  not  all  whites  are  our  friends. 

Greed  is  a tough  enemy  to  defeat  and  it  is  a sickness  of  humankind  not 
just  whites.  We  now  fight  battles  to  keep  the  loggers  and  developers  from 
destroying  the  forest.  We  fight  to  keep  the  selfish  ATV,s  and  snowmobile 
user  from  accessing  remote  wilderness  areas  and  from  building  more  roads 
into  the  forest.  Were  are  your  voices  to  protect  the  lands  of  your 
forefathers  that  the  spirits  of  those  long  past  may  rest  in  peace  without 
the  roar  of  machines. 

The  thought  of  the  Custer  memorial  makes  my  blood  boil.  There  is 
persistent  urge  to  piss  on  his  grave  under  the  light  of  a full  moon  so 
that  his  soul  may  never  rest.  That  maybe  difficult  for  you  Red  Men  to 
understand  but  the  urge  is  real.  I would  like  to  see  the  day  when  the 
Crazy  Horse  monument  stands  tall  and  complete.  It  is  not  that  I think  the 
Red  Man  perfect  for  what  I have  learned  did  not  come  from  you.  What  I have 
leaned  has  caused  me  to  take  a different  view  of  you  and  your  ways.  I find 
beauty  in  your  legends  and  in  some  cases  a touch  of  truth  lightly  revealed. 
But  that  which  as  caused  me  to  listen  to  your  legends  did  not  come  from 
you;  nor  did  it  come  from  the  white  education  and  background  of  the  world 
in  which  I live. 

"Learning  to  be  a white  man  is  not  learning",  I agree.  Even  the 
Christian  God  cries  at  the  lack  of  your  unity  and  your  inaction  as  united 
Nation.  You  Red  Men,  are  becoming  so  white  you  do  not  recognize  the  tears 
in  the  eye  of  the  Eagle. 

You  make  a mistake  in  hiding  your  culture  and  your  spiritual  ways  from 
whites  for  there  are  many  who  will  at  least  listen. 

I'm  not  talking  about  pow-wow  and  dance  competitions;  its  much  deeper 
than  that.  The  jackass  on  the  snowmobile  roaring  across  the  plains 
stressing  the  Antelope  and  the  Elk  can  not  hear  the  spirit  of  the  Earth 
speak.  The  nitwit  in  the  4X4  more  interested  in  proving  he  won't  get  stuck 
cares  little  about  the  ruts  and  damage  he  leaves  behind,  nor  do  they  care 
about  you.  They  killed  your  buffalo  then  to  starve  you;  they  kill  the 
buffalo  now  to  starve  your  spirit.  You  let  them  divide  you  Navaho  and  Hopi 
when  you  should  stand  together.  Other  Nations  fight  over  gambling  rights; 


they  divide  you  and  take  your  money  for  political  campaigns. 

Unite,  Speak  as  one!  let  them  new  say  the  Indian  vote  made  a difference 
in  an  election.  Throw  out  the  alcohol,  throw  out  the  drugs,  pick  up  the 
political  club.  Make  a difference.  Use  that  money  you  would  use  to  buy 
either  of  the  previous  to  buy  every  piece  of  land  owned  by  whites  within 
or  adjoining  a reservation  and  return  it  to  your  ownership  in  the  Whitman's 
way.  NEVER  GIVE  UP! ! ! 

SingulariumrOne 
Omnibus ! 

Reginald  D.  Atkins 
ratkins@trib . com 

- and  this  

Date:  Thu,  26  Mar  1998  09:32:18  -0700 
From:  "mel  rasmussen"  <melr-nap@laplaza .org> 

To:  gars@netcom.com 
Subj : Editorial  comment 

Boozhoo,  Niijii: 

Interesting  comments  concerning  treaties,  the  state  of  affairs,  et.al. 
Dust  consider  how  many  treaties  have  been  written  in  this  country  alone. 
Some  four  hundred  or  so.  Also  consider  how  each  and  every  one  has  been 
broken,  violated,  ignored  stepped  on,  ad  infinitum... 

Now  consider  how  tribes,  sovereign  nations,  have  given  up  so  much  of 
their  lands  in  order  to  survive  during  those  days  of  yesteryear.  Consider 
how  many  of  our  ancestors,  grand  fathers,  great  grandfathers,  were  placed 
in  positions  of  destitution,  starvation,  threats  of  mass  extermination  by 
the  dominant  society  at  that  time.  I do  believe  that  our  ancestors,  did 
sign  these  treaties  knowing  full  well  that  it  was  required  at  that  moment 
to  ensure  the  survival  of  their  families  and  communities.  I further 
believe  that  our  ancestors  knew  their  descendants  would  pick  up  the 
gauntlet  and  continue  the  struggle  for  their  people.  Such  is  the  case 
today.  We  are  in  essence,  the  extension  of  our  ancestors,  and  the  heart, 
muscle,  and  guiding  strength  that  ensures  that  these  documents,  paid  for 
in  blood,  will  never  be  forgotten. 

We  are  in  today's  society,  the  Ogiitchida,  the  warriors,  for  our 
respective  nations.  I remember  talking  with  a former  U.S.  Attorney,  back 
in  the  Bush/Reagan  era  who  made  the  following  comments  to  me.  He  said, 

"You  know,  we  have  many  volumes  of  case  law  in  the  federal  courts,  that  we 
work  with,  criminal,  torte,  labor,  civil  law  and  others.  We  can  handle 
these  issues  with  this  existing  case  law.  But  the  biggest  grey  area 
existing  today,  is  in  Indian  Law.  We  do  not  have  the  touchstones  with 
which  to  decide  these  issues.  It  is  our  biggest  nightmare  in  the  courts. 

It  is  also  the  most  exciting  also.  We  don't  know  what  to  do." 

These  are  interesting  times  for  Indigenous  Nations  and  its  people. 

Isn't  it  strange  how  so  many  states,  and  some  of  our  illustrious  leaders 
and  corporations  keep  trying  to  hide  these  tribal  documents,  called 
treaties  under  the  carpet,  of  simply  say  sometimes,  that  they  no  longer 
exist  or  are  valid.  Damm,  I wish  I could  rewrite  history  and  the  current 
situation  like  they  do.  I think  I would  first  start  by  eliminating  Ellis 
Island,  and  enact  stronger  immigration  laws  for  those  poor  lost  souls  who 
wandered  over  here.  Maybe  we  could  work  on  deporting  these  newcomers,  who 
don't  have  a tribal  ID  or  a entrance  visa  from  those  tribe  on  the  east, 
south  and  west  doors.  It's  just  a thought. 

Let's  face  it,  we  are  an  expendable  people,  in  today's  society,  or  so 
they  think. 

History  shows  this  to  us.  We  have  had  the  history  of  extermination, 
assimilation,  self  sufficiency  progroms,  the  list  goes  on.  Yet  we  are 
still  here  sticking  in  the  craw  of  the  dominant  society.  We  just  don't 
disappear,  or  go  away.  We  have  always  been  the  red  caboose  on  that  civil 
rights  train.  The  tail  end  Charlie,  the  last  of  the  Mohican,  and  the 
receivers  of  what's  left  over. 

Isn't  it  strange  that  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act  kind  of  left  us  out. 

Why  is  it  that  we  had  to  have  our  own  separate  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act 
enacted  some  twelve  years  later.  Must  be  because  we  were  the  wrong  shade 
of  color.  Who  knows?  Now  that  we  have  started  to  educate  our  own  kind 


and  have  learned  how  to  use  the  existing  system,  we  scare  the  hell  our  of 
the  world  around  us.  We  flex  our  shoulders,  stand  tall,  stand  proud,  and 
the  system  shakes. 

Here  we  are  as  sovereign  nations,  stuck  on  some  of  the  worse  pieces  of 
land  in  this  country  and  now  it  is  becoming  prime  property  because  of  the 
mineral,  coal,  oil,  gas  or  whatever  power  source  is  available  and  needed 
to  run  this  country.  It  seems  strange  that  the  Dawes  Act  didn't  finish  us 
off  in  the  past,  so  there  must  be  some  other  way  to  rid  ourselves  of  these 
pests  to  the  society.  But  we  don't  disappear  so  easily  nowadays.  We 
continue  to  endure,  and  grow  stronger  because  of  it. 

Isn't  it  strange  to  see  across  Indian  Country  how  the  impact  of  the 
traditional  ways  of  life  and  their  understandings  are  being  implemented 
within  the  current  scheme  of  Tribal  Government.  Lets  face  it,  the  Indian 
Reorganization  Act  was  developed  to  let  the  apples  amongst  us  sell  out  the 
Tribes.  This  point,  however,  is  changing  as  we,  as  Nations,  come  to 
understand  the  whys  and  wherefores  of  this  program.  Yes,  there  is  still 
division  out  there.  But  on  the  whole,  we  are  growing  stronger,  wiser,  and 
understand  why  our  ancestors  did  what  they  did.  We  are  keeping  the  faith 
of  their  dreams,  we  are  the  keepers  of  this  way  of  life  that  is  necessary 
for  the  survival  of  our  Nations  and  for  the  education  of  the  other  races. 

Endure,  respect,  listen,  learn,  share.  These  are  the  keys  for  our 
survival  and  for  the  survival  of  mankind.  As  frustrating  as  it  gets,  it 
is  important  to  remember  our  roots.  Maybe  others  out  there  will  look  at 
their  roots  again  and  see  what  is  good.  We  may  not  have  all  of  the 
answers,  as  some  of  our  new  agers  think  we  do.  But  we  do  have  a message 
for  them.  Once  it  is  seen,  then  all  of  our  lives  will  be  better.  All  we 
can  do  is  teach  the  other  races.  We  are  the  keepers  of  the  earth  here  on 
Turtle  Island.  We  have  that  responsibility  to  show  others.  So  keep  on 
truckin'  and  don't  let  the  bums  wear  you  down. 

Grandpa 
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I believe  most  you  will  agree  one  more  note  sent  this  week  is  a good 
thing  to  share. 

Date:  Fri,  27  Mar  1998  06:23:11  -0700  (MST) 

From:  babyface@srv.net  (Mhart) 

Subj : Red  Lake  Nation 

Interest  item  I have  not  seen  in  your  wonderful  paper.  I was  speaking  with 
my  sister  in  Colorado  yesterday  and  she  told  me  this.  Her  brother:  lack 

Desjarlait  of  Red  Lake,  Minnesota,  last  year  was  named  coach  of  the  year 

(basketball),  as  he  took  his  team  to  the  state  tournament  in  Minneapolis. 
She  is  awaiting  word  of  the  same  great  fete  this  year.  It  happens  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  She  told  me  last  year  that  after  the  usual  star  spangled 
banner  flag  raising  there  at  the  tournament,  the  Red  Lake  Nation  took  the 
floor  and  had  their  own  flag  raising.  I became  so  overcome  with  joy  and 

emotions  that  I thought  I would  let  you  know.  Do  you  know  of  this?  What 

an  accomplishment,  do  you  not  think? 

"SPIRIT  OF  THE  WOLF we  shall  be  known  by  the  tracks  we  leave  behind" 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte.net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

3.30.1975  Richard  Eagle  - grandson  of  AIM  supporter  Gladys  Bissonette 
killed  while  playing  with  loaded  gun  kept  in  the  house  as 
protection  from  Goon  attacks. 

4.4.1975  Hilda  R.  Good  Buffalo  - AIM  supporter  stabbed  to  death  at 
Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

4.4.1975  lancita  Eagle  Deer  - AIM  member  beaten  and  run  over  with 
automobile.  Last  seen  in  the  company  of  provocateur 
Douglass  Durham. 


No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 
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"RE : Gorton  Takes  Second  Swing"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Mar  1998  22:10:43  EST 
From:  ErthAvengr  <ErthAvengr@aol . com> 

Subj : Gorton  Takes  Second  Swing  to  Curb  Tribal  Sovereignty 
http://www.indiancountry.com 
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GORTON  TAKES  SECOND  SWING  TO  CURB  TRIBAL  SOVEREIGNTY 

March  23-30 

By  Paul  Richardson 

Indian  Country  Today 

Northern  Plains  Bureau 

<A  HREF="http://www.indiancountry.com/">Indian  Country  Today  Online</A> 

FORT  YATES,  N.D.,  --Tribes  across  the  nation  are  expressing  opposition  to 
yet  another  bill,  introduced  by  Senator  Slade  Gorton,  R-  Wash.,  that 
attacks  tribal  sovereignty.  A summit  was  held  on  the  Standing  Rock 
Reservation  to  discuss  the  bill  1691  which  would  take  away  or  limit  tribal 
sovereignty.  Called  the  " Strength  Through  Unity"  summit,  representatives 
from  11  Indian  nations  were  present  to  voice  their  opposition  to  the 
proposed  bill. 

"It  is  good  to  see  our  people  come  together  in  unity  to  stand  up  for  our 
rights  to  be  a sovereign  people,"  said  John  Steele,  chairman  of  the  Oglala 
Lakota  Nation. 

The  bill  is  designed  to  take  way  sovereign  status  of  Indian  nations  so 
they  could  be  suited  both  in  federal  courts  and  state  courts.  The  bill 
would  also  make  them  pay  taxes  on  revenues  made  through  their  gaming 
operations . 

"Indian  nations  are  governments.  This  bill  promotes  the  notion  that  an 
American  tribal  government  should  be  treated  no  differently  than  any 
private  individual  or  organization  and  represents  Senator  Gorton's  desire 
to  extinguish  hundred  of  years  of  federal  Indian  policy  that  protects  the 
sovereign  status  of  tribal  governments,"  said  W.  Ron  Allen,  National 
Congress  of  American  Indian  president,  and  chairman  of  the  Damestown 
S'Klallam  Nation  in  Washington  state. 

"In  brief,  bill  1691  would  waive  tribal  government  immunity  for  court 
claims  to  the  same  extent  a private  organization,  except  for  punitive 
damages,  waive  tribal  government  immunity  for  contract  claims,  waive 
tribal  government  immunity  regarding  the  collection  of  state  taxes,  subject 


tribal  governments  to  lawsuits  in  state  courts  under  state  laws  for  torts 
and  contracts  and  waive  tribal  government  immunity  for  purposes  of  the 
Indian  civil  Rights  Act  and  create  a cause  of  action  under  that  act  in 
federal  district  courts/'  Mr.  Allen  said. 

"Such  a bill  is  only  one  of  a number  of  bills  proposed  to  come  at  the 
Indian  people  from  many  sides  to  destroy  all  we  have  worked  for  all  these 
years/'  said  Shirley  Marvin,  director  of  water  and  natural  resources  for 
Standing  Rock. 

"If  they  (government)  are  allowed  to  take  away  our  sovereignty,  then 
what  else  do  we  have?  There  wouldn't  be  any  sense  to  even  having  borders 
along  our  reservations.  Indian  governments  wouldn't  exist  and  all  the  good 
things  our  people  have  done  all  these  years  would  be  for  nothing,"  Ms. 
Marvin  said. 

Ms.  Marvin  also  heads  a committee  that  picks  apart  proposed  bills 
introduced  to  the  committee  to  see  where  it  could  hurt  Indian  people.  She 
and  her  committee  find  nothing  good  about  bill  1691  and  have  started 
measures  to  combat  any  effort  to  get  the  bill  passed  by  uniting  Indian 
nations  and  fighting  the  bill  on  the  Senate  floor. 

"Such  a bill  is  harmful  for  all  our  people,  not  just  on  certain 
reservations.  If  such  a bill  is  passed,  we  would  have  no  need  for  tribal 
governments  and  therefore  we  would  have  no  say  as  to  the  direction  our 
people  could  go,"  Mr.  Murphy  said. 

"You  know,  this  is  nothing  new.  The  government  has  been  trying  to  take 
away  our  sovereignty  for  a long  time  now.  What  they  do  is  flood  the  Senate 
and  the  committees  with  all  these  bills  hoping  to  get  one  or  two  passed. 
Each  year  they  manage  to  take  something  away  from  us,  until  the  day  will 
come  that  they  have  nothing  else  to  take  away  and  we  are  exactly  were  the 
government  wants  us,  " Ms.  Marvin  said. 

"Centuries  of  tribal  rights  of  self-government  and  self-determination 
should  under  no  circumstances  be  abridged  based  on  mere  anecdotal  evidence, 
" said  Derril  Iordan,  Interior  Department  Associate  Solicitor  for  Indian 
Affairs . 

"This  committee  is  keenly  aware  of  the  conditions  that  exist  on  most 
reservations.  Tribal  infrastructure  for  roads,  community  water  and  sewer 
systems,  and  other  amenities  that  most  non-Indian  communities  take  for 
granted  are  either  absent  or  woefully  inadequate,"  Mr.  Iordan  said. 

He  advised  committee  members  that  abridgement  of  sovereign  immunity  can 
only  make  matters  worse  on  reservations. 

"Any  problems  between  states  and  tribes  can  be  resolved  through 
government-to-government  negotiations.  The  best  way  to  resolve  conflicts 
between  governments  is  to  sit  down  together  and  find  a solution. 
Government-to-government  negotiations  are  the  proven  and  just  way  to 
resolve  conflicts,"  said  Kevin  Gover,  assistant  secretary  for  Indian 
Affairs . 

There  were  over  fifty  speakers  at  the  summit  and  none  spoke  in  support 
of  the  bill. 

"It  was  one  of  the  first  times  I can  remember  that  all  of  our  people 
were  united  on  a subject  that  concerned  all  our  people  and  it  was  nice  to 
see.  I hope  this  is  a sign  of  things  to  come.  It  can  only  be  good  for  our 
people  as  a whole.  Unity  is  the  one  thing  we  have  been  lacking  for 
sometime  now  and  perhaps  it  is  coming  around  and  we  can  stop  arguing 
against  each  other  and  fight  for  what  is  ours,"  Ms.  Marvin  said. 

The  bill  will  move  along  to  committee  unless  there  is  a negative  vote 
which  could  stop  it  in  its  tracks 

<A  HREF="http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query">Senate  Bill  1691</A> 
References  to  this  bill  in  the  Congressional  RecordLink  to  the  Bill 
Summary  & Status  file. 
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"RE : RCMP  Shoot  Native  Mother  and  Child"  

Date:  Tue,  24  Mar  98  01:49:37  PST 
From:  S.I.S.I.S. 

Subj : RCMP  shoot  native  mother  and  child 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
RESERVE  RESIDENTS  ANGRY  OVER  DEATHS  IN  POLICE  SHOOTOUT  RCMP 
Cpl.  Mike  O'Reilly  answers  questions  Monday  on  the  shooting  of 
Connie  Jacobs  and  her  son. 

Canadian  Press,  March  23,  1998,  by  Jeff  McIntosh 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.  | 

TSUU  T'INA  RESERVE,  Alta.  (CP)  - The  blood  of  a woman  and  her  nine-yea 
old  son  is  on  the  hands  of  police,  child  welfare  officials  and  band 
leaders,  says  a relative  grieving  the  loss  of  the  two  in  a police 
shootout.  Connie  Jacobs  and  her  son  Ty  died  Sunday  night  as  the  RCMP, 
tribal  police  and  a band  social  worker  tried  to  seize  six  children  from 
their  isolated  home  on  the  sprawling  Tsuu  T'ina  (pronounced  Soo  Teena) 
reserve  at  the  southwestern  edge  of  Calgary. 

On  Monday  everyone  had  questions  about  how  such  a tragedy  could  happen. 
There  were  few  solid  answers.  "I  feel  hurt,  angry,"  said  Beatrice  Onespot 
50,  a cousin  to  Jacobs.  "I  don't  have  much  use  now  for  the  ones  running 
our  nation.  The  chief  and  council,  I blame  them.  The  Mounties  jumped  the 
gun,  I think;  they  came  out  against  a woman  with  five  little  kids  in  the 
house.  This  woman  was  a kind-hearted  woman,  she  was  only  protecting 
herself  and  her  kids." 

Onespot  was  one  of  the  few  residents  who  would  speak  to  reporters  who 
converged  on  the  community  of  1,100  after  the  shooting.  "They  were  all 
trigger-happy,"  said  Onespot,  describing  Jacobs  as  a soft-spoken,  happy 
and  bright  person.  She  said  Jacobs  was  fighting  with  the  band's  child  and 
family  services  and  planned  to  write  a letter  to  Chief  Roy  Whitney  trying 
to  get  rid  of  the  social  worker  involved  in  seizing  her  children.  The 
social  worker  is  related  to  the  chief  through  marriage. 

Flags  flew  at  half-mast  in  front  of  the  band  administration  office  at 
the  reserve,  which  overlooks  a Calgary  neighborhood.  Whitney  had  no 
public  statement,  but  Peter  Manywounds,  a spokesman  for  the  Sarcee  band, 
said  many  Tsuu  T'ina  residents  were  angry  and  upset.  "The  nation's 
concerned  that  emotions  are  running  high,"  he  said.  "It  was  a tragic 
incident  ...  We  hope  that  everyone  in  this  circumstance  will  remain  as 
calm  as  possible." 

Police  could  not  explain  why  an  RCMP  officer  fired  at  Jacobs  when  he 
knew  there  were  children  in  the  house.  RCMP  in  Calgary  and  Edmonton  are 
investigating  the  shooting,  while  the  Tsuu  T'ina  police  commission  is 
looking  at  how  its  officers  performed.  Just  before  the  shooting,  a social 
worker  and  tribal  police  Const.  Tammy  Dodginghorse  went  to  remove  the 
children  from  the  home.  Police  said  Jacobs,  33,  threatened  Dodginghorse. 
There  had  been  a dispute  between  Jacobs  and  her  husband  Hardy  earlier  in 
the  day,  said  Okotoks  RCMP  Cpl.  Mike  O'Reilly.  Dodginghorse  called  for 
help  and  Const.  Dave  Voller  from  Okotoks  RCMP  came  out.  Voller 


apparently  warned  Jacobs  three  times  to  drop  the  rifle  she  was  holding 
before  opening  fire  with  his  shotgun  from  about  15  metres  away.  A shotgun 
shell  is  loaded  with  12  pellets  that  spray  across  a wide  area.  O'Reilly 
said  Voller  was  forced  to  shoot  in  self-defence  and  said  it  was  possible 
the  falling  snow  hampered  his  vision.  "She  was  armed  with  a rifle,  she 
fired  shots  at  the  RCMP  member  and  the  member  was  forced  to  return  fire  in 
self  defence." 

But  Onespot  questioned  the  urgency  of  Sunday's  situation,  adding  the 
children  weren't  starving  or  being  abused  in  any  way.  "She  would  have 
been  all  right  to  talk  things  over.  How  was  she  going  to  run  away  with 
five  little  ones."  Despite  angry  comments  Monday  from  band  members, 
O'Reilly  said  he  didn't  anticipate  any  backlash  from  the  community  over 
the  shooting.  "The  people  there  are  good  people,  they  understand 
situations  like  this,"  said  O'Reilly.  Police  discovered  the  two  bodies 
outside  the  house,  which  has  been  condemned,  after  a four-hour  standoff 
that  followed  the  7 p.m.  shooting.  O'Reilly  said  the  four-hour  delay  in 
entering  the  house  was  a result  of  emergency  response  team  members  having 
to  drive  in  from  several  areas  of  southern  Alberta  through  a snowstorm. 
Officers  who  entered  the  home  discovered  five  children  as  young  as  seven 
months.  Police  believe  lacobs  and  her  son  were  hit  by  the  same  shot.  "He 
(Voller)  is  quite  shaken  up  by  this,"  said  O'Reilly. 

lacobs 's  friend,  Vera  Starlight,  sobbed  when  she  learned  the  two  were 
killed.  She  said  lacobs  was  about  two  months  pregnant.  "This  is  really 
awful,  it  just  hurts  me  so  much,"  Starlight  said.  The  family  struggled  to 
make  ends  meet  on  welfare  and  lived  in  a "horrid"  dilapidated  house,  she 
said.  Drinking  and  fighting  were  common  for  the  couple.  "When  she  wasn't 
drinking  she  was  the  nicest  person.  She's  a good  mother." 

Phil  Fontaine,  national  chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  said  he 
was  saddened  by  the  deaths.  "My  heart  goes  out  to  these  victims  and  their 
families,"  Fontaine  said.  Alberta  lustice  Minister  Ion  Havelock  was  also 
upset  by  the  shootings.  "It's  a tragic  incident,  no  question,"  Havelock 
said.  "It  causes  me  some  concern.  I'm  sure  the  individual  officers 
involved  are  very  concerned  about  what  occurred  as  are  the  RCMP."  He  said 
the  RCMP  will  bring  in  individuals  from  outside  the  area  to  conduct  an 
investigation.  A provincial  fatality  inquiry  will  also  be  held  into  the 
shooting  deaths. 

RCMP  SHOOTOUT  QUOTES: 

"(Ty)  was  friendly  and  for  him  to  get  killed  by  a bunch  of  adults  that 

should've  used  their  brains  instead  of  their  guns.  It's  a sad  situation." 

- Beatrice  Onespot,  a cousin  of  Connie  Jacob's.  -- 

"Emotions  are  running  high  (on  the  reserve)  and  emotions  are  running 
high  here.  Any  time  a child  is  killed  in  any  situation,  emotions  are 
going  to  run  high."  - Okotoks  RCMP  Cpl.  Mike  O'Reilly.  -- 

"The  time  bomb  is  the  apprehension  of  those  kids,  especially  when  you 
bring  in  a police  force."  - Roy  Little  Chief  of  the  Committee  Against 
Injustices  to  Natives  on  the  fact  the  shooting  came  after  officials  tried 
to  seize  children  from  the  home.  -- 

"The  violent  and  apparently  senseless  nature  of  these  deaths  make  it 
even  more  tragic  and  I hope  that  the  details  will  be  made  public  in  the 

very  near  future."  - Phil  Fontaine,  national  chief  of  the  Assembly  of 

First  Nations. 


CANADIAN  COLONIALISM  IS  MURDER. 

MURDER  IS  CANADIAN  COLONIALISM. 

RCMP  Public  Complaints  Commission 
Phone:  1-800-665-6878 

Solicitor  General  Andy  Scott,  Federal  Minister  responsible  for 
RCMP 

Faxing  by  email:  remote-printer . Andy_Scott@16139969955 . iddd .tpc . int 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S. 


Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Murder  by  RCMP"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Mar  1998  18:13:43  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : MURDER  by  RCMP  - Fatal  errors.. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d ' laan ' te ' h . . . About  the  murder  of  Connie  Jacobs  & her  son,  Ty,  (&  her 
unborn  child  also)  by  that  trigger-happy  RCMP  pig,  David  Voller,  at  T'suu 
T'ina  First  nation  last  Sunday,  I have  ben  getting  calls  from  friends  & 
relations  that  live  there;  two  of  whom  watched  the  horror  unfold,  others 
who  are  family  members....  Your  prayers  for  the  dead  & the  survivors  are 
appreciated . . . 

The  RCMP  is  investigating. . . which  is  pretty  well  a guarantee  of  a 
WFlITEwash,  as  usual.  ("Dust-us",  anyone?)  Don't  forget  that  this  is 
Canada,  where  the  uniformed  murderer  of  Kettle  Point  "nishnawbe,  Dudley 
George,  an  unarmed  Indian  at  Ipperwash  last  year,  resulted  in  the  Ontario 
Provincial  Police  pig  that  murdered  him  getting  a "sentence"  of  two  (2) 
years  of  community  work...,  & is  still  in  uniform  pending  his  appeal... 

Connie,  mother  of  four,  pregnant  with  her  fifth  & babysitting  two 
grandchildren,  was  drunk.  She'd  just  whacked  her  husband,  Flardy,  (also 
drunk)  in  the  forehead  with  a frying  pan,  then  called  the  Nation 
para-medics  to  come  & patch  him  up.  They  came  in,  bandaged  up  his  head  & 
then  called  the  SS  (social  services)  because  they  were  worried  about  the 
kids  being  witness  to  a drunken  fight  between  Connie  & Flardy.  That  was 
the  first  mistake.  They  could  have  & should  have  just  gone  next  door  to 
ask  the  person  that  they  KNEW  was  Connie's  best  friend  to  go  over  & ask 
Connie  to  let  the  kids  come  spend  the  night  at  her  place.  That's  what 
community  is  about.  But  no,  these  para-medics  were  programmed  to  "the 
system"  instead  of  to  the  community. 

Enter  the  SS...  and  the  second  mistake  occurred...  In  the  typical, 
insensitive,  stupid,  ineffective,  non-Indian-imposed  "procedural  process," 
the  city-trained  "social  worker"  pounds  on  the  door,  cop  at  her  side  & 
screaming  about  the  "Order  to  Apprehend  the  Children  Into  Custody"  she's 
holding  in  her  hand...  She's  not  there  to  help  those  kids,  or  to  help 
Connie;  she's  there  to  enforce  "The  Law"...  (who's  law?  Not  that  of  the 
Nation,  that's  for  sure...).  This  to  a mother  who's  drunk,  whom  EVERYONE 
knows  loves  & cherishes  her  children,  & is  fiercely  protective  of  them... 

Even  the  most  basic  of  "crisis  intervention"  courses  teaches  that  this 
is  NOT  the  way  to  intervene  in  a situation  of  drunken  violence.  Connie  was, 
by  all  accounts,  a good  & caring  mother...  with  an  alcohol  abuse  problem. 

In  Canada  the  law  states  that  someone  with  a drug  abuse  or  alcohol  abuse 
problem  is  suffering  from  a disability,  not  a dangerous  "flaw  in 
character".  (Which  is  why  no  one  in  Canada  can  be  fired  from  a job  or  have 
their  kids  taken  away  permanently  for  the  fact  that  they  have  such  a 
disability,  although  they  can  be  suspended  from  such  duties  TEMPORARILY 
until  they  secure  effective  treatment  for  their  condition.)  Connie  & her 
husband  were  NOT  "evil  people".  They  NEVER  abused  those  children 
physically  or  verbally,  although  the  quarrels  & fights  symptomatic  of 
their  disability  undoubtedly  wounded  the  children  who  witnessed  such 
outbursts  emotionally  & spiritually. 

In  every  single  one  of  the  dozen  or  so  community  services  organizations 
that  I worked  with  Nation  communities  to  set  up,  the  FACT  that  the  FAMILY 
is  the  heart  of  the  Nation,  the  community,  the  FAMILY  is/was  the  biggest 
strength  from  which  the  helpers  could  draw  from;  was/is  central  element  in 
EVERY  "community  intervention".  The  family  was  totally  ignored  in  this 
case.  No  one  gave  the  slightest  thought  to  calling  up  Connie's  family,  no 
grandmother  was  brought  into  the  situation,  and  who  better  to  deal  with 
it,  to  get  those  kids  out  of  the  home  until  Connie  & Hardy  were  sober 
enough  to  deal  with? 


In  my  own  life,  in  my  early  days  as  parent  & husband,  I was  a drunk,  and 
so  was  my  wife.  Dust  like  Connie  & Hardy.  The  pigs  were  at  our  door  on  a 
regular  basis,  usually  ending  up  hauling  either  myself  or  my  wife  off  to 
the  drunk  tank  for  the  night.  Both  my  wife  & myself  had  stuck  a rifle 
muzzle  into  the  faces  of  social  workers  who'd  come  & try  to  "lay  down  the 
law..."  No  one  was  going  to  take  our  kids  away.  Guns  at  home  are  a fact  of 
life,  given  the  lack  of  employment  & super-high  cost  of  store-bought  food 
in  most  communities.  It  was/is  extremely  rare,  (especially  in  comparison 
with  "urban  civilized  areas")  that  guns  are  turned  against  anyone  but 
themselves  by  participants  in  the  habitual,  "parties  turned  sour"  that  is 
the  common  pattern  in  such  situations  in  Nation  communities.  Kids  are 
rarely,  if  ever,  the  victims  of  shooting  by  either  of  the  "belligerents." 

So  when  Connie  grabbed  that  rifle  & fired  a round  through  her  ceiling  to 
get  the  SS  & reserve  cop  out  of  her  house,  why  did  the  SS  worker  call  the 
RCMP  saying  that  they  had,  "...a  hostage  situation,  with  an  armed, 
drunken  woman  holding  6 kids  hostage.."??  It  is  ABSURD  to  think  that 
Connie  would  harm  the  children  in  any  way,  shape  or  form.  No.  The  SS 
worker's  reaction  was  more  one  of  hurt  pride  & having  been  forced  to  fill 
her  panties  by  a "drunken  woman"  than  as  professional  community  service 
worker...;  an  "irate  mother.."  was  not  the  phrase  that,  in  the  mind  of 
this  SS  worker,  fit  the  truth.  And  besides,  "The  law"  had  to  be  enforced. 

There  are  two  correct  reactions  to  such  a situation,  both  proven  effective 
in  thousands,  if  not  tens  of  thousands  of  times  this  type  of  situation  has 
occurred  in  every  community  of  every  Nation  for  at  least  the  past  300 
years . 

The  first  would  have  been  to  keep  Connie's  home  under  hidden,  quiet 
surveillance,  call  a close  relative  who  is  stable  & respected  by  Connie  to 
go  into  the  home  &,  by  way  of  quiet  talk,  allow  her  (the  intervenor)  to 
take  trust  of  the  children  until  Connie  had  worked  things  out  with  the 
community,  with  "The  Law,"  with  the  SS,  with  her  husband  & with  let  her 
own  disability. 

The  second  option  would  begin  with  immediate  & close  consultation  with 
those  who  knew  Connie  well,  such  as  her  family,  in  order  to  ascertain  that 
her  attitudes  towards  the  children,  her  reactive  history  to  similar  stress 
& inebriation  would  constitute,  in  the  opinions  of  the  only  "Connie 
Experts"  on  the  planet  (ie,  her  family),  that  she  was  not  in  danger  of 
shooting  anything  but  ceilings  & of  swinging  a frying  pan.  If  that  was  the 
FAMILY'S  "expert  opinion,"  the  "authorities  could  then  keep  Connie's  home 
under  hidden,  quiet  surveillance,  let  her  sleep  it  off,  & then  send  a 
grandmother  or  respected  intervenor  the  next  morning,  as  Connie's  mind 
cleared . 

NOTE:  In  either  option,  the  children  should  & MUST  then  be  left  with  the 
person  that  CONNIE,  NOT  the  SS,  entrusted  them  to  until  the  parents' 
problems  were  dealt  with  effectively. 

In  my  own  life,  as  a young  wino,  it's  only  when  y'et'soone,  my  family 
grandmother  came  down  from  our  home  community  & "laid  down  her  law",  that 
I stopped  drinking  & truly  began  to  realize  what  a sacred  duty  being  a 
parent  really  is.  (And  a certain  then-young  woman  from  AIM  who  happened 
by,  a MicMac  whose  memory  is  sacred  to  me,  also  helped  me  find  the 
backbone  I'd  almost  lost.  My  wife,  unfortunately,  is  still  in  the  bottle 
on  some  skid-row,  where  she's  been  for  close  to  50  years  now). 

The  last,  fatal  error  in  this  case  was  the  trigger-happy  attitude  of  the 
RCMP  constable,  David  Voller.  In  a reaction  with  disgusting  similarity  to 
the  development  of  the  situation  for  which  Leonard  Peltier  is  serving  2 
life  sentences  for  murders  he  didn't  commit,  and  as  is  similarly  played 
out  all  too  often  by  too  many  cops  who  watch  too  many  tv  cop-shows  on  tv, 
Voller  showed  up  with  a screech  of  tires,  lights  flashing,  siren 
waling...,  & shotgun  in  hand.  Connie  came  to  the  door  & opened  it  about  10 
inches.  She  still  had  her  ceiling-shooting  rifle  in  her  hands.  It  was  dark 
& snowing,  the  kind  of  visibility  in  which  it  is  illegal  to  even  shoot  at 
a deer,  since  precision  is  almost  impossible.  Besides  which,  Voller  had 
decided  to  use  his  .12-gauge  shotgun,  not  his  handgun.  Further,  he  knew 
that  the  shotgun  was  loaded  with  .00-buckshot  shells  instead  of  the 
less-lethal  birdshot  used  in  riot  control.  Precision  is  impossible  with 
such  a weapon,  nor  is  it  desirable  with  this  type  of  shell,  which  is  meant 


to  kill,  not  simply  disable.  It  is  specifically  designed  to  scatter  12 
steel- jacketed  pellets,  each  about  a quarter-inch  wide,  in  a wide,  lethal 
swath . 

Voller  started  to  yell,  "Drop  the  gun!"  three  times  in  quick  succession, 
(on  this  ng,  we're  all  familiar  with  the  script).  After  the  first  yell 
Connie  started  to  raise  her  rifle  to  her  shoulder.  Her  9-year  old  son,  Ty, 
was  peeking  between  the  partially  open  door  & his  mother's  body.  By 
Voller 's  third  yell  Connie  had  her  rifle  up  & put  3 quick  shots  over 
Voller 's  head,  so  high  that  it  was  UNDOUBTEDLY  meant  more  as  a "F*ck  you!" 
answer  than  ANY  attempt  to  hit,  harm  or  kill  Voller.  And  Connie  was  drunk, 
hardly  able  to  stand  let  alone  aim;  unable  hit  the  side  of  a barn  if  she'd 
been  inside  it.  And  Voller,  standing  about  30  feet  from  the  doorway,  his 
view  obscured,  KNOWING  THERE  WERE  CHILDREN  IN  THE  HOUSE  BEHIND  CONNIE, 
pulled  the  trigger  on  his  shotgun,  instantly  killing  Connie  & her  son,  Ty. 

Voller  then  hid  behind  his  cruiser  & called  in  the  SWAT  team.  Thirty 
heavily-armed  RCMP  rushed  to  the  scene,  surrounded  Commie's  home,  and 
promptly  started  screaming  "Come  out  with  your  hands  up  on  top  of  your 
head!"  to  a house  containing  2 dead  bodies  and  5 terrified,  crying, 
screaming  children,  huddled  around  their  mother  & brother's  dead 
bodies....  FOUR  HOURS  LATER,  one  of  these  brave  baby-butchers  rushed  the 
door,  his  own  shotgun  ready  to  blast  anybody  that  had  looked  threatening 
(ie,  anyone  standing  up  inside  the  home).  Fortunately  for  the  kids,  they 
were  all  still  down,  trying  to  revive  their  mother's  cold,  blood-soaked 
remains,  so  mom  could  save  them  from  the  terror. 

Ironically,  the  SS  proclaimed  that,  "...  the  remaining  five  children  were 
then  safely  removed  from  the  home..."  Safe  from  the  trigger-happy  RCMP, 
they  forgot  to  add,  as  they  were  NEVER  in  any  danger  of  being  shot  by 
their  mother.  No  one  who  ever  knew  Connie  believes  she  EVER  could  have  or 
remotely  would  have  hurt  any  of  the  kids.  And  Connie  was  2 months 
pregnant . 

Instead  of  reliance  on  common  sense,  cultural  sensitivity,  and  the  barest 
modicum  of  trust  in  the  family  & the  community  involved,  the  SS,  the 
reserve  police  and  ESPECIALLY  the  RCMP  went  "by  the  book",  & "by  the 
tv-cop  show".  The  RCMP  certainly  did  NOT  act  within, "The  Law"... 

(excerpt) 

"The  Code  of  Conduct  for  Law  Enforcement  Officials" 
as  Adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations 
Resolution  34/169  of  17  December,  1979  (Canada  & the  USA  voting  in 
favor,  with  the  majority) 

Article  3(c) 

The  use  of  firearms  is  considered  an  extreme  measure.  Every  effort  should 
be  made  to  exclude  the  use  of  firearms,  especially  against  children.... 

David  Voller  is  a murderer.  The  SS  worker  and  the  paramedics  were 
negligent  in  their  duties,  and  that  negligence  resulted  in  death.  Both 
murder  and  criminal  negligence  causing  death  are  indictable  crimes. 

But...,  "...  the  RCMP  is  investigating...",  equals  "Just-us",  equals 
"WHITEwash". . . 


"RE : Conflicting  Reports/Tsuu  T'ina  Shooting"  

Date:  Sun,  29  Mar  1998  07:06:40  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Conflicting  reports:  Tsuu  T'ina  shooting 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
The  brutal  shooting  last  week  of  Sarcee  woman  Connie  Jacobs  and  her  son 
Ty  by  Canadian  police  intent  on  seizing  Jacobs'  children  needs  to  be 
viewed  in  a larger  context. 

The  Canadian  government  recently  apologized  for  their  long-time  practice 
of  abducting  aboriginal  children  from  their  homes  for  placement  in  the 
infamously  abusive  residential  schools.  This  apology  is  hollow:  though  the 
residential  schools  are  now  closed.  Social  Services  seems  to  have  taken 
over  their  role  of  removing  indigenous  children  from  their  families  and 
their  nations,  all  too  often  placing  them  outside  their  communities  and 


effectively  alienating  them  from  their  culture  and  their  indigenous 
identity. 

Connie  and  Ty  Jacobs  deaths  are  only  one  indication  of  the  extremity  of 
this  practice.  In  the  Carrier-Chilcotin  nation,  these  seizures  have  become 
so  numerous  that  the  tribal  council  has  closed  the  reserve  to  strangers. 
According  to  the  Canadian  Press,  BC  social  workers  took  about  70  children 
from  this  community  between  December  1997  and  February  1998.  "They've  gone 
to  some  pretty  drastic  measures,  so  we  have  to  do  the  same,"  Chief  Roger 
Jimmie  told  the  media.  "We  will  seize  all  vehicles  that  enter  the  reserve, 
including  helicopters." 

Social  Services'  seizure  of  children  is  the  continuation  of  the 
residential  schools'  legacy.  Both  were  established  ostensibly  for  the 
children's  welfare,  yet  are  in  direct  contravention  of  Article  11(e)  of 
the  UN  1948  Convention  on  Punishment  and  Prevention  of  the  Crime  of 
Genocide,  which  specifically  prohibits  the  forcible  transfer  of  children 
from  one  racial,  national,  ethnic  or  religious  group  to  another. 

The  UN  Human  Rights  Commission  sponsored  a forum  yesterday  in  Port 
Alberni  investigating  the  allegations  of  abuse  of  native  children  by  staff 
in  the  United  Church  run  residential  school  there,  including  a number  of 
murders.  It  is  alleged  that  RCMP  and  coroners  colluded  in  concealing  the 
true  causes  of  these  deaths,  in  which  the  RCMP  were  complicit  as  they  had 
brought  the  children  to  the  schools  in  the  first  place. 

It  is  in  this  context  that  S.I.S.I.S.  invites  you  to  read  the  following 
two  mainstream  media  articles  regarding  last  week's  shooting.  The  second 
story  attempts  to  settle  the  alarming  report  that  the  shot  mother  and 
child  were  left  lying  for  four  hours  in  a snowstorm  with  the  hasty 
coroner's  conclusion  that  they  "died  instantly." 

"The  time  bomb  is  the  apprehension  of  those  kids,  especially  when  you 
bring  in  a police  force." 

--  Roy  Little  Chief  of  the  Committee  Against  Injustices  to  Natives 

RCMP  Public  Complaints  Commission 
Phone:  1-800-665-6878 

Solicitor  General  Andy  Scott,  Federal  Minister  responsible  for  RCMP 
Faxing  by  email:  remote-printer.Andy_Scott@16139969955.iddd.tpc.int 


MOTHER,  SON  DEAD  IN  RCMP  SHOOTOUT 

'Ugly  situation'  on  Calgary  reserve 

Globe  and  Mail,  March  24,  1998,  by  Alanna  Mitchell 

TSUU  T'INA  NATION,  Alta.  --  A 36-year-old  woman  and  her  nine-year-old  son 
are  dead  after  lying  unattended  for  four  hours  during  a snowstorm 
following  a nighttime  shootout  with  RCMP  on  this  native  reserve  south  of 
Calgary. 

The  RCMP  officer  who  was  involved  in  the  shooting  Sunday  did  not  realize 
that  the  child  was  standing  either  beside  or  behind  his  mother  when  the 
shots  were  fired,  said  Corporal  Mike  O'Rielly  of  the  Okotoks  RCMP 
detachment . 

A police  reconstruction  suggests  that  the  boy  was  beside  his  mother  at 
the  ramshackle  house  on  this  sparsely  populated  reserve  about  the  time  she 
fired  at  police.  He  was  killed  after  the  RCMP  officer  returned  fire.  The 
incident  took  place  after  social  workers  from  the  reserve  tried  to  seize 
some  of  the  six  children  at  the  house.  Cpl.  O'Rielly  could  not  say  whether 
Connie  Jacobs  and  her  son  Ty  were  killed  by  the  same  bullet,  although  he 
said  it  appears  the  RCMP  officer  fired  only  one  bullet. 

However,  news  photographs  showed  five  bullet  holes  in  the  house.  He 
could  not  confirm  reports  that  Ms.  Jacobs  was  two  months  pregnant  when  she 
was  shot.  The  results  of  autopsies  are  to  be  ready  today  and  ought  to 
answer  some  of  these  questions.  "It's  an  ugly  situation  all  around,"  Cpl. 
O'Rielly  said. 

"The  truth  has  to  come  out."  Many  on  the  reserve  of  1,100  people  that 
abuts  the  south  end  of  Calgary  were  incensed  at  the  shooting  yesterday.  A 
resident  who  would  not  give  her  name  said  it  smacks  of  the  bad  old  days 
when  the  cavalry  rode  in  and  "cleared  out  our  people."  Several  residents 
were  especially  hostile  to  reporters,  saying  the  incident  was  a tragedy 
for  the  natives  and  they  wanted  to  deal  with  it  privately. 

The  Tsuu  T'ina  Nation  immediately  ordered  an  inquiry  into  the  part  its 


officials  played  in  the  drama.  Chief  Roy  Whitney  pleaded  for  his  people  to 
be  left  to  grieve  in  peace.  Other  members  of  the  nation  administration 
would  not  answer  telephone  calls  yesterday.  The  provincial  medical 
examiner's  office  has  already  launched  an  inquiry  into  the  deaths. 

The  major  crimes  unit  of  the  RCMP  from  Calgary  and  Edmonton  is  also 
spearheading  an  investigation.  The  drama  began  Sunday  after  a domestic 
dispute  at  the  Jacobs  house.  It  is  one  of  seven  homes  on  a tract  of  land 
in  the  middle  of  a vast,  deserted  field  off  Highway  8.  Five  of  the  rickety 
two-tone  beige  houses  are  boarded  up  and  abandoned,  lust  two  are  still 
inhabited . 

They  are  painted  green  and  appear  dilapidated.  Details  of  the  events  are 
sketchy,  but  RCMP  said  that  Ms.  lacobs  and  her  husband  Hardy  had  been 
fighting  on  Sunday.  Cpl.  O'Rielly  said  police  were  called  to  the  home 
earlier  in  the  day.  By  early  evening,  an  officer  from  the  Tsuu  T'ina 
Nation  Police  Service  and  some  members  of  the  nation's  family  and  social 
services  had  gone  to  the  house  to  seize  some  of  the  six  children  there. 

The  children  ranged  in  age  from  seven  months  to  nine  years.  Not  all  were 
the  children  of  Ms.  lacobs.  Police  would  not  say  how  many  children  she  had 
or  whether  the  others  were  relatives.  Cpl.  O'Rielly  said  that  Mr.  lacobs 
had  left  by  that  time.  Police  would  not  confirm  media  reports  that  he  had 
gone  to  hospital  as  a result  of  the  earlier  fight  at  the  home.  But  when 
the  social  workers  and  native  police  officer  tried  to  take  the  children, 
Ms.  lacobs  became  unco-operative,  and  a Tsuu  T'ina  officer  called  the 
Okotoks  RCMP  for  backup.  By  about  7 p.m.  an  RCMP  officer  arrived. 

The  snow  was  falling  thickly  and  it  was  dark.  When  he  and  the  Tsuu  T'ina 
officer  approached  the  house,  a woman  emerged  armed  with  a rifle  and  began 
firing.  Police  could  not  say  how  many  shots  she  fired.  The  RCMP  officer 
fired  back. 

He  was  perhaps  30  to  50  feet  (10  to  15  metres)  away  from  the  house,  Cpl. 
O'Rielly  said.  The  woman  disappeared  from  view.  The  officers  thought  at 
the  time  that  she  had  gone  back  into  the  house. The  RCMP  officer  called  for 
more  backup  and  officers  arrived  from  Calgary,  Okotoks,  Cochrane  and 
Turner  Valley  as  soon  as  the  storm  allowed. 

Emergency  response  teams  from  Red  Deer  and  Calgary  arrived.  By  about  11 
p.m.,  the  assembled  officers  approached  the  house  again.  They  found  Ms. 
lacobs  and  her  son  lying  near  the  entry  to  the  house.  It  is  thought  they 
had  been  there  for  about  four  hours.  The  other  five  children  were  inside. 

They  were  not  hurt.  Ms.  lacobs  had  an  older  daughter  who  was  not  at  home 
at  the  time  of  the  shooting.  The  five  children  who  were  at  the  house  were 
taken  into  the  care  of  the  Tsuu  T'ina  Nation  Family  and  Social  Services 
Department  after  the  shooting.  Mr.  lacobs 's  sister-in-law  told  The 
Canadian  Press  that  the  family  is  angry  that  Ms.  lacobs  and  Ty  were  left 
unattended  for  hours.  She  would  not  give  her  name,  but  said  Mr.  lacobs  in 
is  shock. 

The  RCMP  officer  involved  in  the  shooting  is  getting  support  from  peers 
and  from  professionals  trained  to  deal  with  such  incidents,  Cpl.  O'Rielly 
said.  Ms.  lacobs' s friend,  Vera  Starlight,  sobbed  when  she  learned  the  two 
were  killed.  She  said  Ms.  lacobs  was  about  two  months  pregnant.  "This  is 
really  awful,  it  just  hurts  me  so  much,"  Ms.  Starlight  said. 

The  family  struggled  to  make  ends  meet  on  welfare  and  lived  in  a 
"horrid"  dilapidated  house,  she  said.  Drinking  and  fighting  were  common 
for  the  couple.  "When  she  wasn't  drinking  she  was  the  nicest  person.  She's 
a good  mother."  Phil  Fontaine,  national  chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  said  he  was  saddened  by  the  deaths.  "My  heart  goes  out  to  these 
victims  and  their  families,"  Mr.  Fontaine  said.  Alberta  lustice  Minister 
Ion  Havelock  was  also  upset  by  the  shootings.  "It's  a tragic  incident,  no 
question,"  he  said. 
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DEATH  CAME  INSTANTLY  TO  MOTHER  AND  SON 
Canadian  Press,  March  26,  1998. 

TSUU  T'INA  RESERVE,  Alta.  (CP)--  A woman  and  her  nine-year-old  son  died 
within  seconds  of  being  shot  by  an  RCMP  at  their  front  door,  Alberta's 
deputy  chief  medical  examiner  said  Wednesday.  "Even  if  this  had  happened 
outside  an  operating  room,  nobody  would  have  been  able  to  do  anything  to 


save  lives/'  Lloyd  Denmark  told  a Calgary  news  conference. 

Connie  Jacobs,  37,  and  her  son  Ty  died  Sunday  evening  from  a single 
gunshot  blast  that  sent  a swath  of  12  to  15  one-centimetre  pellets  toward 
the  mother,  the  boy  and  the  house  behind  them. 

Denmark's  findings  contradicted  the  report  of  one  relative,  who  said  he 
believed  Jacobs  spoke  to  her  son  as  they  lay  bleeding.  The  two  were  shot 
at  their  ramshackle  home  on  the  Tsuu  T'ina  reserve  southwest  of  Calgary. 

Police  said  Jacobs  shot  first  at  an  RCMP  officer  who  was  called  to  help 
a social  worker  and  tribal  police  officer  remove  children  from  the  home. 
Const.  Dave  Voller,  a 22-year  veteran,  told  the  mother  three  times  to  drop 
her  rifle  and  then  fired  back  with  the  shotgun,  police  said. 

Ambulance  attendants,  who  had  earlier  treated  Jacobs'  husband  Hardy  for 
a gash  on  the  head,  had  asked  for  the  help  of  band  social  workers  because 
they  were  concerned  about  the  children  being  gin  the  middle  of  a violent 
domestic  dispute. 

Six  kids  were  in  the  house  at  the  time  --  four  of  Jacobs'  offspring  and 
two  grandchildren.  The  five  remaining  children  were  eventually  removed 
safely. 

Alberta  Justice  Minister  Jon  Havelock  announced  that  a provincial 
fatality  inquiry  will  be  held  once  a criminal  investigation  is  finished. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 
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[Image]  FOR  THE  SPIRIT  OF 
ANNIE  MAE 


United  States  Senate 
Washington,  DC  20510-4103 
January  8,  1998 

I have  recently  been  contacted  by  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe  of  Rimrock, 
Arizona  in  reference  to  his  efforts  to  have  the  murder  of  his  cousin  Anna 
Mae  Pictou-Aquash , on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota, 
properly  addressed  by  federal  officials.  I have  enclosed  a copy  of  that 
correspondence  for  your  review. 

Mr.  Branscombe  provides  articles  summarizing  the  violent  death  his  cousin 
endured.  He  reports  that  highly  questionable  tactics  were  used  by  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI)  in  pursuing  a resolution  to  this 
crime,  including  removing  her  hands  from  her  body  and  sending  them  to  the 
FBI  crime  lab.... [the  balance  of  this  letter  can  be  found  here.] 

W.  Lee  Rawls 

Assistant  Attorney  General 
Office  of  Legislative  Affairs 
Room  1603 

U.S.  Department  of  Justice  Washington,  D.  C.  20530 


Sincerely, 


Tom  Daschle 
United  States  Senate 


And,  now. . .we  have  a reply  from  the  FBI... 

US.  Department  of  Justice 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 

Washington,  D.C.  20535 
January  27,  1998 
Honorable  Tom  Daschle 
United  States  Senator 
Sioux  Falls,  SD  57101-1274 

Dear  Mr.  Rawls: 

Your  January  8th  correspondence  to  the  Department  of  Justice  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe  was  referred  to  the  FBI  for  reply. 

According  to  your  letter,  Mr.  Pictou-Branscombe  alleges  that  the  FBI  used 
questionable  tactics  in  the  investigation  of  the  murder  of  his  cousin, 

Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash,  and  that  her  case  has  not  been  properly  addressed 
federally. 

The  FBI's  investigation  of  the  murder  was  initiated  in  February,  1976, 
upon  the  discovery  of  a partially  decomposed  female  corpse  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  Indian  Reservation.  There  was  no  identification  on  the  body,  and  the 
cause  of  death  was  not  immediately  apparent.  In  an  effort  to  determine  the 
identity  of  the  decedent,  the  hands  were  removed  and  forwarded  to  the  FBI 
Laboratory's  Latent  Fingerprint  Section,  which  did,  in  fact,  lead  to  the 
identification  of  Ms.  Pictou-Aquash.  Decomposition  was  to  such  an  extent 
that  no  normal  field-level  lifting  procedures  for  inked  impressions  were 
possible.  Removal  of  hands  in  such  a case  is  a routine  procedure  accepted 
as  a standard  practice  throughout  the  law  enforcement  community. 
Additionally,  the  local  pathologist  who  initially  examined  the  corpse  did 
not  perform  a full  forensic  autopsy  and,  based  on  a cursory  external 
examination,  concluded  the  cause  of  death  was  due  to  exposure.  When  the 
FBI  discovered  a full  forensic  autopsy  had  not  been  performed,  we 
vigorously  pursued  a court  order  to  have  the  body  exhumed  to  have  a full 
forensic  autopsy  done.  This  was  accomplished,  and  the  subsequent  cause  of 
death  was  determined  to  be  a single  gunshot  wound  to  the  head. 

We  do  sympathize  with  Mr.  Pictou-Branscombe  over  the  violent  death  of  his 
cousin,  and  our  Minneapolis  Office  has  assured  me  that  in  view  of  the 
circumstances  surrounding  this  crime,  the  Agents  assigned  to  this 
investigation  have  worked  exhaustively  for  over  20  years  to  gather 
sufficient  evidence  to  obtain  a successful  prosecution  of  the  person(s) 
responsible.  Every  logical  course  of  investigation  was  pursued,  and  all  of 
the  facts  were  presented  to  the  United  States  Attorney's  Office,  District 
of  South  Dakota,  for  prosecutive  opinion.  By  letter  of  September  27,  1996, 
prosecution  was  declined;  however,  the  decision  is  subject  to  review  at 
any  time  in  the  event  facts  are  developed  in  addition  to  what  has  already 
come  to  light.  If  Mr.  Pictou-Branscombe  has  any  credible  information  which 
would  support  further  investigation  into  this  heinous  crime,  we  would  very 
much  like  to  talk  to  him.  He  can  contact  our  office  located  in  Room  303, 
Federal  Building,  225  South  Pierre  Street,  Pierre,  South  Dakota  57501-1233, 
telephone  (605)  224-1331. 

In  addition  to  the  FBI,  many  other  law  enforcement  agencies  have 
participated  or  assisted  in  this  investigation  over  the  years,  including 
the  Law  Enforcement  Branch  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  I hope  this 
information  will  demonstrate  to  you  and  to  Mr.  Pictou-Branscombe  law 
enforcement's  desire  to  bring  this  heinous  crime  to  a successful  resolution. 

Sincerely  yours, 

John  E.  Collingwood 

Assistant  Director 

Office  of  Public  and  Congressional  Affairs 


By  My  Signature  I Support  The  Call  For  Justice  For  Anna  Mae 
My  name: 

My  e-mail  address: 

City  of  Residence: 

State  of  Residence: 

Comments  to  Senator 
Daschle  et  al: 


Daschle  agrees  to  help... 
The  net  closes . . . 

Anna  Mae  Timeline 
Anna  Mae  Archive 
AIM  Site 
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"RE : Women  Seek  Status  for  Grandchildren"  

Date:  Thu,  Mar  26,  1998  3:23  AM  EDT 

From:  SISIS@envirolink. org 

Subj : Seeking  Status  for  the  Grandchildren 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
INDIAN  WOMEN  SEEK  STATUS  FOR  GRANDCHILDREN 
Canadian  Press,  March  23,  1998,  by  Janice  Tibbetts 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

OTTAWA  (CP)  - Hundreds  of  aboriginal  women,  many  of  them  grandmothers, 
met  Monday  to  figure  out  how  to  fight  a federal  law  they  say  will  turn 
their  grandchildren  into  a lost  generation.  The  Native  Women's  Association 
of  Canada  says  a 13-year-old  piece  of  legislation  ensures  that  eventual 
eradication  of  status  Indians  in  Canada.  "It's  part  of  the  assimilationist 
policies  that  have  been  perpetuated  over  the  last  200  years,"  said 
association  president  Marilyn  Buffalo. 

The  1985  law,  known  still  as  Bill  C-31,  corrected  decades  of 
discrimination  against  native  women  by  reinstating  the  Indian  status  of 
those  who  married  white  men.  But  the  legislation  also  contained  a 
second-generation  cut  off,  which  means  the  offspring  of  Bill  C-31  women 
are  also  eligible  for  Indian  status,  but  it  is  not  extended  to 
grandchildren.  The  women  say  that  is  creating  a generation  of  second-class 
children  on  reserves,  who  live  with  their  status-Indian  mother  but  do  not 
qualify  for  the  same  benefits  as  children  who  have  status,  including 
everything  from  dental  care  to  Christmas  presents  from  the  band. 

Gina  Russell,  a Chippewa  Indian  from  Cold  Lake,  Alta.,  appealed  to  women 
to  step  up  their  attack  against  Bill  C-31.  Russell,  who  married  a 
non-native  in  1987,  said  she  still  does  not  feel  welcome  on  her  reserve 
and  she  fears  for  the  future  generations.  "They  tell  me  I don't  belong 
there  because  my  last  name  is  Russell  and  there  aren't  any  Russells  there 
but  me,"  she  said.  "We  have  grandchildren  who  will  live  that  unless  we 
stop  it." 

But  the  status  of  future  generations  has  taken  a back  seat  to  the 
high-profile  court  battle  involving  aging  women  who  want  to  go  home.  A lot 
of  attention  has  been  paid  to  Bill  C-31  women  who  had  their  status 
restored  but  their  bands  refused  to  accept  them,  saying  they  have  the 
right  to  determine  membership.  The  law  is  currently  being  challenged  by 
three  Alberta  bands. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Yellowstone  Bison/Cattle  Conflict"  

Date:  Sun,  29  Mar  1998  20:40:32  -0500 

From:  buffalo@wildrockies.org  (Buffalo  Nations) 

Subj : The  Yellowstone  Bison-Cattle  Conflict 

UUCP  email 

The  Yellowstone  Bison  - Cattle  Conflict 

1.  There  are  about  1.3  billion  cattle  on  Earth  (almost  100  million  of 
these  are  in  the  U.S.).  They  take  up  almost  one  fourth  of  the 

landmass  of  the  planet.  There  are  approximately  250,000  North  American 
Bison  on  Earth.  Most  of  these  are  ranched  bison  confined  behind  fences. 

2.  Yellowstone  bison  are  one  of  only  3 bison  herds  in  the  country  not 
confined  by  fences.  They  have  roamed  freely  for  longer  than  any 

others . 

3.  Yellowstone  Park  bison  have  lived  with  the  disease,  brucellosis, 
for  80  years.  The  disease  has  no  effect  on  the  population. 

4.  No  bison  have  died  from  the  disease,  but  several  thousand  bison 
have  been  killed  because  of  it. 

5.  Although  it  is  theoretically  possible  for  bison  to  transmit  the 
disease  to  cattle,  in  the  many  decades  Yellowstone  bison  have  lived 
with  the  disease,  they  have  never  done  so. 

6.  Cattle  and  bison  have  co-mingled  in  Grand  Teton  National  Park  for 
40  years.  Cattle  are  allowed  to  graze  inside  that  park.  A greater 
percent  of  those  bison  test  positive  for  the  disease  compared  to 
Yellowstone  bison.  lust  as  in  Yellowstone,  they  have  never  transmitted 
the  disease  to  cattle. 

7.  These  long-term  case  studies  suggest  the  risk  that  bison  will  give 
the  disease  to  cattle  is  extremely  small.  Dr.  Nicoletti,  a well-known 
authority  on  the  disease,  states,  "Perhaps  few  situations  in  life  are 
risk-free,  but  this  one  seems  near".  In  the  highly  unlikely  event  that 
cattle  were  to  contract  the  disease  from  bison,  straightforward 
measures  could  be  taken  to  address  an  outbreak. 

8.  It  would  be  much  more  cost-effective  to  deal  with  isolated 
outbreaks  of  the  disease  in  cattle  than  to  eradicate  the  disease  from 
all  organisms  that  carry  it,  including  bison,  elk,  deer,  moose, 
coyotes,  bears,  etc... 

9.  Given  this  reality,  people  have  questioned  whether  the  killing  of 
more  than  1,000  Yellowstone  bison  last  year  (1996/97)  was 

motivated  by  science  or  politics. 

10.  Notwithstanding  the  concerns  of  people  across  the  nation,  1,084 
Yellowstone  bison,  or  1/3  of  the  oldest  free-roaming  herd,  were 
killed  last  year  on  the  insistence  of  the  State  of  Montana. 

11.  Montana's  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  directed  the  slaughter  of 
Yellowstone  National  Park  bison.  That  department  has  no  expertise  in 
wildlife.  It  is  charged  with  promoting  Montana's  livestock  industry. 

12.  Bison  bulls  and  calves  cannot  transmit  brucellosis.  Yet,  almost  one 
third  (341)  of  all  bison  killed  last  year  were  bulls.  146  calves  were 

shot  or  sent  to  slaughter. 

13.  There  are  25-30  times  more  elk  than  bison  in  the  Yellowstone 
ecosystem.  Elk  also  have  the  disease.  Unlike  bison,  elk  have  reportedly 
transmitted  the  disease  to  livestock  (there  are  six  cases) . Although  bison 
continue  to  be  slaughtered,  elk  are  ignored.  Elk  hunting  is  a major 

money  earner  for  Montana,  earning  the  State  $11  million/year  from  sale 
of  licenses  and  permits  alone. 

14.  Many  people  believe  that  bison  are  being  killed  not  because  of 
disease,  but  because  they  are  perceived  as  a threat  by  the  cattle 
industry.  Sheep  were  once  also  considered  a threat  by  the  cattle 
industry.  53,000  sheep  were  killed  during  the  cattle/sheep  wars. 


15.  Largely  unaware  of  the  senseless  nature  of  the  slaughter,  taxpayers 
are  now  paying  to  kill  the  animal  Americans  struggled  to  save  only 

100  years  ago. 

16.  Montana's  livestock  department  sold  the  carcasses  of  the  bison 
killed,  advertising  them  as  "Property  of  the  Department  of  Livestock". 

They  kept  all  proceeds  ($185,763  in  1997).  They  donated  carcasses  when 
they  could  not  make  money  from  selling  them.  Many  tribes  consider 

the  killing  disrespectful  and  several  have  refused  to  accept  the 
carcasses . 

17.  The  effect  of  brucellosis  on  beef  cattle  is  minor.  If  cattle 
contract  the  disease,  they  typically  abort  one  calf,  after  which  they 
tend  to  birth  normally.  Cows  abort  for  many  reasons,  including  eating  too 
many  pine  needles. 

18.  Even  though  a vaccine  for  cattle  is  available,  Montana  does  not 
advocate  mandatory  vaccination  of  cattle  against  brucellosis.  To 
protect  cattle  from  the  disease,  only  female  calves  would  have  to  be 
vaccinated,  once  in  their  life.  The  cost  would  be  $6/cow.  Oddly, 
although  Montana  claims  any  threat  of  brucellosis  is  "too  great",  it 
does  not  insist  that  ranchers  vaccinate  against  the  disease.  Instead, 
Montana  demands  that  non-ranching  taxpayers  pay  to  "protect"  cattle  by 
killing  bison. 

19.  Almost  20%  of  Montana  is  owned  by  farm  and  ranch  corporations  . A 
mere  10%  of  the  cattle  operations  in  Montana  own  50%  of  all  the 

cattle  in  the  State.  The  livestock  industry  is  a powerful  lobby  in  the 
State  even  though  Montana  has  less  than  3%  of  all  cattle  in  the 
country,  and  only  1%  of  the  total  cattle  operations  in  the  country. 

20.  Not  all  ranchers  agree  with  the  extremist  approach  adopted  by 
Montana.  Many  do  not  consider  brucellosis  a threat  to  their  cattle. 

21.  Many  are  outraged  that  Montana  insists  on  killing  the  nations' 
natural  heritage  in  the  name  of  protecting  livestock,  livestock  that  are 
being  grazed  by  large-scale  landowners  with  heavy  subsidies  on 

publicly  managed  land  designated  as  wildlife  habitat.  The  public 
demand  to  cancel  these  subsidies  may  grow  as  people  become  more 
aware  of  what  is  happening. 

22.  Yellowstone  Park  is  high  country.  Some  bison  leave  the  Park  in 
winter  to  move  to  lower  lands.  Many  bison  were  shot  last  winter 

when  they  moved  onto  lowland  they  traditionally  used  during  severe 
winters  --  land  now  owned  by  a religious  cult,  the  Church  Universal  and 
Triumphant  (CUT).  The  Church  moved  from  California  to  what  is  the 
most  intact  ecosystem  left  in  the  continental  United  States.  They  have 
constructed  huge  bomb  shelters  on  this  land.  They  have  not  welcomed 
the  original  inhabitants,  bison,  on  the  land.  The  Church  decided  to 
graze  hundreds  of  cattle  on  its  land  during  the  height  of  the 
bison-cattle  conflict. 

23.  More  bison  have  been  killed  on  land  owned  by  the  Church  than 
anywhere  else.  This  land  forms  part  of  a U.S.  Forest  Service  livestock 
grazing  allotment.  The  priority  use  of  this  land  according  to  the 
Forest  Plan  is  for  wildlife. 

24.  The  public  is  increasingly  questioning  whether  the  Forest  Service 
is  doing  an  adequate  job  at  managing  this  land,  i.e.,  the  "Park"  grazing 
allotment,  for  its  intended  purpose,  wildlife.  The  Forest  Service  alone 
is  responsible  for  managing  livestock  grazing  on  this  land  --  on  both 
the  Church's  private  land,  as  well  as  the  public  lands  within  the 
allotment.  The  government  could,  therefore,  modify  the  livestock 
grazing  permit  to  reduce  conflicts  between  wildlife  and  livestock  on 
this  land,  or  they  could  terminate  the  permit,  recognizing  that 
livestock  grazing  is  not  compatible  with  the  primary  designated  land 
use.  They  have  taken  no  action. 

25.  Because  of  the  Church's  silent  endorsement  of  the  slaughter  of 
bison  on  land  where  they  graze  cattle  at  highly  subsidized  rates,  some 
taxpayers  have  objected  to  subsidizing  the  Church  --  the  largest 
private  landowner  in  the  area.  Currently,  the  Church  is  permitted  to 
graze  cows  on  public  lands  at  91%  less  than  the  going  rate  on  private 
lands.  (It  costs  $1.35  to  graze  cows  on  National  Forest  lands  compared  to 
$15  for  a cow/calf  "unit"  per  month  on  private  lands  in  the  area.) 


26.  Compensating  landowners  for  losses  attributed  to  bison  (such  as 
broken  fences)  would  be  much  more  reasonable  and  cost-effective 

than  the  current  scheme. 

27.  The  social  and  cultural  concerns  of  traditional  Native  Americans, 
some  of  whom  consider  the  buffalo  sacred,  have  been  ignored.  Tribal 
nations  have  passed  resolutions  calling  for  the  killing  to  stop.  Thus  far 
they  have  been  ignored.  Native  peoples  gathered  to  pray  for  the  buffalo 
on  the  Park  boundary.  During  the  ceremony,  and  within  earshot  of  those 
praying,  Montana  killed  bison. 

28.  Because  Montana  cattle  are  free  of  the  disease,  the  federal  agency 
in  charge  of  animal  disease  control,  APHIS,  has  designated  Montana  as  a 
"brucellosis-free"  state.  Contrary  to  popular  belief,  the  mere  existence 
of  brucellosis  in  a wildlife,  not  domestic,  animal,  is  not  sufficient 
cause  for  APHIS  to  downgrade  a state's  brucellosis  status.  There  must  be 
an  outbreak  of  brucellosis  in  either  cattle  or  other  domestic 
livestock  before  APHIS  could  downgrade  a state.  Thus,  infected  bison 
(which  are  wildlife,  not  livestock)  do  not  pose  a threat  to  the 
brucellosis  status  of  the  State. 

29.  Because  Montana  is  designated  as  brucellosis-free  by  the  federal 
government,  some  people  question  whether  it  is  legal  for  other  states 

to  impose  sanctions  on  Montana  cattle  --  as  some  have.  Oddly,  Montana  has 
not  challenged  these  states,  but  has  instead  used  the  threats  to 
justify  the  continued  killing  of  bison. 

30.  State  Veterinarians  may  pose  the  biggest  threat  in  the  brucellosis 
conflict.  Individual  states  can  threaten  the  livestock  industries  of 
other,  sometimes  competing,  states  by  restricting  the  import  of  cattle 
from  states  classified  by  APHIS  as  brucellosis-free.  No  scientific 
justification  is  required  from  the  State  Vets  who  impose  such  sanctions. 

Many  people  believe  the  powers  of  the  State  Veterinarians  should  be 
limited  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  abuse  of  their  powers. 

31.  Numerous  State  Veterinarians  wrote  letters  to  Montana  threatening 
to  restrict  the  import  of  Montana  cattle  into  their  states.  These 
letters  were  all  sent  within  the  brief  period  of  nine  days,  all 
covered  the  same  points,  often  in  the  same  order.  Some  have  questioned 
whether  this  was  mere  coincidence,  or  an  orchestrated  campaign  to  have 
states  threaten  to  boycott  Montana  cattle  in  order  to  justify  the 
continued  killing  of  bison.  Others  have  challenged  the  logic  of  asking 
non-ranching  taxpayers  to  incur  costs  of  expensive  actions  to  address 
threats  when  the  livestock  industry  is  apparently  threatening  itself. 

32.  A risk-assessment  to  determine  the  risk  that  bison  would  transmit 
brucellosis  to  cattle  in  the  Yellowstone  area  has  never  been  done. 

This  is  normal  procedure  in  cases  where  costly  actions  to  avert  risk  are 
considered.  Such  an  assessment  promotes  wise  use  of  tax  monies. 

33.  Montana  has  yet  to  adopt  the  modern  concept  of  determining 
scientifically-based  acceptable  levels  of  risk,  and  continues  instead  to 
insist  on  the  antiquated  zero  risk  approach  --  regardless  of  whether 

it  is  cost-effective  or  not. 

34.  Millions  of  buffalo  were  slaughtered  in  the  1800 's  in  attempts  to 
subjugate  Indian  people.  Today,  little  more  than  one  hundred  years 
after  the  first  massacre,  buffalo  are  once  again  the  target,  and,  just  as 
before,  the  reason  for  the  slaughter  is  political. 

35.  The  plan  for  killing  bison  is  still  in  place  today,  March  20,  1998. 
The  facts  suggest  that  something  other  than  a disease  is  the  real  issue. 

What  is  the  livestock  industry  really  worried  about?  Does  this  struggling 
industry  feel  threatened?  Is  that  why  they  are  killing  bison?  Do  they  feel 
threatened  by  the  disease,  or  by  the  bison? 

The  many  years  over  which  no  transmission  of  the  disease  has  occurred,  and 
the  surveillance  system  in  place,  attest  to  the  risk  being  extremely  small. 
This  suggests  the  consequences  are  not  likely  to  occur.  Even  if  the  risk 
that  bison  would  transmit  brucellosis  to  cattle  was  much  greater  than  it 
is,  the  potential  consequence,  i.e.,  downgrading  of  the  State's 
brucellosis  status,  does  not  warrant  the  radical  approach  that  has  been 
adopted  by  Montana,  and  could  be  avoided  altogether  by:  1)  curtailing  the 
power  of  State  Veterinarians  so  that  they  can't  impose  sanctions  on  cattle 


from  states  designated  by  the  federal  government  as  brucellosis-free,  2) 
modifying  Montana's  "zero-tolerance"  policy  to  one  more  consistent  with 
modern  disease  management,  3)  acquiring  additional  winter  range  for  bison 
outside  the  Park,  and,  4)  removing  privately  owned  cattle  from  public 
lands . 

The  bison  slaughter  is  unnecessary  for  disease  management  purposes,  but 
many  believe  bison  are  being  killed  for  a different  purpose,  i.e.,  to  show 
that  the  West  still  belongs  to  cattle  and  to  cattlemen,  and  that  buffalo 
and  the  movement  for  a more  ecological  approach  to  land  use  have  no  place 
there.  Perhaps  this  violent  and  explicit  demonstration  will  prove  to  be 
wrong.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  West  cannot  be  shared  by  both  cattle  and 
bison  --  unless  people  are  forced  to  choose  between  the  two.  In  this  case, 
those  who  wage  war  on  bison  may  well  lose  the  war  they  wage  on  the  West. 

Will  the  livestock  industry  allow  a few  wild  bison  to  share  the  range  with 
the  99.5  million  cows  in  the  country,  or  will  Americans  be  forced  to  choose 
between  preserving  the  symbol  of  wildness  or  producing  more  cows. 
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"RE : Paper  Releases  Info  From  DEA  Report"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Mar  1998  15:50:27  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "moonlight@igc.apc.org"  <moonlight@igc.apc.org> 

Subj : Paper  Releases  Info  From  DEA  Report 

Mailing  List:  Chiapas-L  (chiapas-l@profmexis.dgsca.unam.mx) 

MARCH  26,  06:48  EST 
Paper  Releases  Info  From  DEA  Report 

NEW  YORK  (AP)  --  U.S.  intelligence  officials  have  found  growing  evidence 
that  the  Mexican  military  is  more  heavily  involved  with  drug  traffickers 


than  the  Mexican  government  has  acknowledged.  The  New  York  Times  reported 
today. 

The  paper  said  a classified  report  by  the  Drug  Enforcement 
Administration,  as  well  as  other  intelligence  information,  has  determined 
that  the  arrest  last  year  of  Mexico's  drug  enforcement  chief,  Gen.  lesus 
Gutierrez  Rebollo,  followed  secret  meetings  between  Mexican  army  officers 
and  the  country's  biggest  drug  mafia. 

U.S.  officials  that  the  paper  did  not  identify  said  that  they  believe 
the  military  officers  discussed  allowing  the  drug  gang  to  operate  in 
exchange  for  bribes. 

An  agreement  might  have  been  reached  before  the  gang's  leader,  Amado 
Carrillo  Fuentes,  died  last  year  after  plastic  surgery. 

"The  bottom  line  is  that  all  this  goes  a lot  deeper  than  we  thought,"  a 
U.S.  official  said. 

Another  U.S.  official  said  that  if  the  link  between  the  drug  gang  and 
the  military  are  extensive  "it  points  to  much  of  our  work  in  Mexico  being 
an  exercise  in  futility." 

The  report  was  given  to  Attorney  General  lanet  Reno  on  Feb.  6,  a year 
after  Gutierrez  Rebollo  was  arrested. 

In  1996,  Mexican  President  Ernesto  Zedillo  began  using  elements  of  the 
military  as  a law  enforcement  agency  because  the  nation's  police  were 
deemed  to  be  so  corrupt. 

Mexican  Defense  Ministry  officials  have  denied  the  details  about  the 
reports  that  have  surfaced  so  far. 

"Lies,  slander  and  infamy,"  said  Gen.  Tomas  Angeles  Dauahare,  a top  aide 
to  the  Mexican  Defense  Minister. 

Last  year,  military  officials  acknowledged  that  several  generals  met 
unwittingly  with  a top  lieutenant  of  Carrillo  Fuentes.  They  said  the 
trafficker  used  an  alias  and  the  military  officials  did  not  know  he  was  a 
member  of  the  drug  gang. 

"RE : Request  from  Mexico"  

Date:  Sun,  29  Mar  1998  13:11:28  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : Request  from  Mexico 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

To:  All  Nations,  all  Natives,  all  Indians,  all  Indigenous  Peoples  & people. 

We  are  all  being  asked  to  take  it  into  the  streets  again,  by  ALL  of  the 
Indian  Nations  in  Mexico  through  the  CNI  (National  Congress  of  the 
Indigenous  in  Mexico,  with  a membership  of  OVER  20,000,000...  NOT  just  for 
Chiapas,  but  in  solidarity  with  all  of  them.  Over  1,000,000  INDIANS  IN 
MEXICO  WILL  BE  MARCHING!! 

on  Good  Friday,  10  April,  1998,  beginning  at  10:00AM  Mexico  City  Time. 

The  theme  is,  ! ! Never  Again  a Mexico  Without  the  Inclusion  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  ! ! 

The  day  is  full  of  symbolism: 

- it  is  the  anniversary  of  the  assassination  of  Emiliano  Zapata,  the 
Zapateca/Yaqui  Indian  general  from  Morellos  State  who  led  the  great  Indian 
army  that  fought  first  to  deliver  Mexico  from  the  dictatorship  of  Benito 
Duarez  and  then  again  to  assist  Villa  in  turning  the  tide  against  the 
reactionary  forces  of  Venustiano  Carranza  & Gen  Olvaro  Obregon,  to 
guarantee  Indian  land  rights'  protection  in  the  Constitution  of  Mexico. 

- it  is  a day  when  the  "good  Christians"  that  are  running  Mexico  with  a 
blood-covered  fist  of  iron  are  dutifully  off  at  the  temples  of  their 
various  cults,  "ponder  on  their  sins  & ask  forgiveness  on  this  day  of 
atonement."  And,  as  their  god  was  crucified,  so  has  the  government  of 
Mexico  crucified  the  Indian  Nations  in  Mexico  with  this  farcical  new.  Law 
of  Indigenous  Rights"  that  the  ruling  PRI  & the  fascist  PAN  dreamed  up  & 
rammed  through  the  Mexican  Congress  last  Thursday.  A law  that  is 
supposedly  based  on  the  Accords  of  San  Andres  Sacam  Ch'en  de  los  Pobres, 
which  the  Mexican  govt  had  signed  in  Feb  of  1996,  (&  has  refused  to  ratify 


since) , but  without  any  of  the  significant  elements  of  the  already-signed 
Accord  which  would  have  given  Indian  Nations  recognition  of  their  true  & 
unique  place  in  Mexican  society,  gutted  of  any  but  the  most  cosmetic  & 
folkloric  signs  of  Indian  rights.  The  PRI  & PAN  refused  to  consult  with 
any  Indians,  refused  to  consider  the  recommendations  of  its  own  Human 
Rights  Commission,  refused  to  consider  the  recommendations  of  the  very 
Liason  group  it  had  established  to  negotiate  with  the  Indian  Nations, 
refused  to  meet  its  requirements  in  keeping  with  the  International 
Treaties  & Covenants  on  Indigenous  Rights,  which  it  has  signed...  Refused 
to  listen  to  the  Indian  Nations,  Peoples  & people  who  form  over  30%  of 
Mexico's  population...  Refused  to  listen  to  the  world... 

And  so  we  are  asked  to  march  in  solidarity,  to  march  side  by  side  with 
those  whose  rights  & status  in  their  country  and  in  history  have  been 
effectively  erased  by  this  new  law.  As  clearly  & eloquently  stated  in  the 
Declaration  by  the  CNI  given  at  Tenochtitlan,  Mexico  City  on  the  13th 
March,  1998,  the  message  to  the  PRI,  PAN  & their  masters  in  corporate 
America  is  simple... 

...  "Peace  or  war.  The  choice  is  yours.  Scrap  this  new  absurdity  of  a law 
& implement  the  Accords  of  San  Andres  Sacam  Ch'en  de  los  Pobres,  EXACTLY 
as  they  were  agreed  to,  or  the  spirit  of  Emiliano  Zapata  Salazar  will  lead 
us  to  secure  those  rights  from  your  dead  hands...  !!  Never  Again  a Mexico 
Without  the  Inclusion  of  Indigenous  Peoples  ! ! . . . " 

I urge  all  readers  who  wish  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  their 
relations,  those  who  know  and  who  LIVE  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"relations"...,  to  read  the  Declaration  by  the  CNI,  posted  following  this 
article, 
masircho.  . . 


"RE : Aerial  Flights  Threaten  All  Aguascalientes"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Mar  1998  19:39:58  -0600  (CST) 

From:  enlacecivil@laneta.apc.org 

Subj : AERIAL  FLIGHTS  THREATEN  ALL  AGUASCALIENTES 

ARMED  AERIAL  FLIGHTS  THREATEN  ALL  AGUASCALIENTES  IN  ZAPATISTA  COMMUNITIES. 

Since  last  week,  in  the  area  of  la  Realidad,  in  the  Lacandona  jungle,  low 
flying  armed  airplanes  and  helicopters  have  daily  and  repeatedly  flown 
over  the  communities.  These  aircrafts  fly  only  a few  meters  above  the 
ground  and  the  duration  of  their  flights  last  hours  and  are  repeated 
throughout  the  day.  From  their  own  homes,  the  Indigenous  people  are  able 
to  see  the  "very  faces"  of  the  pilots  and  passengers  of  the  helicopters 
as  well  as  the  machine  guns  which  are  pointed  downward.  The  aircrafts  are 
comprised  of  all  types  and  colors;  marine,  troop  carriers,  bombing 
aircrafts,  and  those  capable  of  day  and  night  observation  that  are 
equipped  with  detection  and  photographing  technology.  In  the  Aguascalientes 
of  Morelia,  the  flights  have  greatly  alarmed  the  community  especially 
because  on  Saturday  March  21,  a helicopter  almost  landed  in  the  middle  of 
the  community.  The  same  is  occurring  in  Oventic,  where  airplanes  fly 
around  the  zone  and  fly  in  circles  directly  above  the  Aguascalientes.  On 
March  14,  a helicopter  was  about  to  land  in  the  now  deserted  camp  of  Civil 
por  La  Paz. 

The  indigenous  people  have  filled  all  available  open  spaces  with  wood 
fences  and  barriers  so  as  to  try  to  impede  any  landing  of  aircrafts.  The 
communities  can  no  longer  play  soccer  because  the  soccer  fields  have  been 
protected  in  the  same  way.  Although  these  barriers  do  not  stop  any 
aircrafts  from  landing  they  do  make  it  difficult.  The  Indigenous  people 
of  Chiapas  live  in  anguish  and  in  fear  of  an  imminent  war  which  makes 
living  a "normal"  life  impossible.  The  farmer  workers  are  not  going  out 
to  work  their  fields,  the  children  are  not  attending  school,  and  the  women 
do  not  venture  outside  of  their  homes. 

La  Dornada  March  20,  1998 

Military  Blockade  in  the  Dungle,  Attack  is  Feared  in  La  Realidad. 

Reporter:  Hermann  Bellinghuasen,  La  Realidad,  Chiapas,  March  19th. 

"We  expect  an  attack  in  any  moment,"  declared  today  Maximiliano,  a 
representative  of  the  community.  For  the  sixth  consecutive  day,  they  have 


observed  numerous  low  flying  aircrafts  over  La  Realidad,  in  a type  of 
aerial  maneuver  without  precedence. 

More  than  ten  grazing  flights  of  combat  and  carrier  airplanes  as  well  as 
artillery  and  assault  helicopters  have  been  registered  daily.  "The 
soldiers  think  that  Subcomandante  Marcos  is  around  here  and  they  want  to 
get  him/'  says  Maximiliano  and  adds  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  community 
Tojolabal  live  with  the  expectation  and  continual  fear  that  the  "army  will 
decide  to  enter  our  community  again."  According  to  the  testimony  of  the 
people,  the  unusual  aerial  pressure  began  the  very  day  that  the  Federal 
Government  passed  through  the  Senate  the  Law  of  Indigenous  Rights  and 
Culture  without  the  approval  of  the  EZLN.  While  the  Zapatistas  define 
their  position  in  relation  to  the  initiative,  it  has  been  confirmed  that 
the  threatening  flights  have  intensified  in  all  regions  where  there  is  a 
base  of  support  for  the  EZLN. 

"It's  been  five  days  since  we  haven't  gone  out  to  work,"  continues 
Maximiliano  "we  are  scared  that  they  will  attack  us.  From  one  moment  to 
the  next,  it  seems  that  the  helicopters  want  to  land,  already  they  fly 
really  low." 

The  inhabitants  of  La  Realidad  live  in  insecurity.  The  airplanes  pass 
so  close  to  the  roofs  that  small  children  cry  at  the  sound  of  them.  I 
witnessed  yesterday  an  airplane  cross  through  the  middle  of  the  trees  and 
saw  the  helicopters  descend  to  only  a few  meters  above  the  ground, 
something  never  before  seen.  In  addition,  the  Federal  Army  has  installed 
two  check  points:  one  in  Vicente  Guerrero  and  the  other  in  Guadalupe 
Tepeyac,  near  the  landing  stretch. 

The  hour  of  the  psychological  raids. 

Life  continues  beneath  the  airplanes  that  fly  closer  than  ever  to  the 
heads  of  the  people  and  never  so  many.  Even  the  faces  and  goggles  of  the 
pilots  are  distinguishable.  It  is  as  if  they  were  to  attempt  to  land.  The 
children  throw  stones  at  them  believing  that  they  may  actually  reach  them 
and  are  serious  about  it  too. 

The  intimidation  began  five  days  ago,"  counts  luan  out  loud,  "at  the 
very  time  when  Zedillo  signed  the  law  he  made."  In  this  space  and  time, 
these  two  facts  have  entered  simultaneously  into  his  experience  and  into 
that  of  all  the  people,  luan  does  not  know  that  since  Saturday,  the  Teran 
airport,  in  Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  has  been  congested  by  airplanes  and 
helicopters  that  fly  in  and  out  throughout  the  day.  Commercial  flights  are 
a minority  to  military  flights  that  blanket  the  skies  of  La  Realidad, 
Morelia,  La  Garrucha,  Oventic,  Roberto  Barrios,  y Amparo  Aguatinta.  Not 
even  during  the  days  following  the  military  offensive  against  the 
Zapatista  communities  in  February  8,1995,  did  the  Indigenous  rebels  become 
familiar  with  such  a variety  of  war  aircrafts.  The  dark  parade  lasts  all 
day  and  today,  for  example,  it  began  at  8:10  in  the  morning. 

Simultaneously,  the  land  patrols  of  the  Federal  Army  have  changed  their 
routines.  Today  the  airplanes  and  helicopters  are  shriveling  La  Realidad 
and  the  land  convoys  travel  through  Guadalupe  Tepeyac  to  Vicente  Guerrero 
towards  the  outskirts  of  the  jungle  and  from  the  river  Euseba  to  San 
Quintin  (next  to  the  river  latate  in  the  interior  of  the  jungle).  Also  in 
the  20  kilometers  between  the  river  Euseba  and  Tepeyac,  where  only  one 
population  of  Tojolabal  live,  there  is  a vast  open  space. 

Fili  has  placed  his  slingshot  in  the  back  pocket  of  the  unstable  pair  of 
pants  that  her  wears.  He  has  already  chosen  good  rocks  and  has  gathered 
them  in  a bundle.  These  are  not  to  play  with  nor  to  throw  at  the  birds  or 
frogs  as  his  childhood  dictates,  but  to  defend  himself.  With  all  due 
respect,  I have  never  seen  such  a real  and  terrible  representation  of  the 
story  of  David  & Goliath.  The  day  before  yesterday,  lose  Saramoag  called 
this  "the  most  unequal  war,"  this  is  that  he  didn't  even  see  Fili  and  his 
stones,  nor  did  he  experience  the  growing  pressure  of  the  Air  Force. 

"They  are  showing  us  all  of  their  airplanes  so  that  we  will  know  them," 
reasons  luan  this  morning.  Although  he  knows  that  this  is  nothing.  The 
first  indication  of  this  is  that  the  Hawk  and  bombers  are  missing.  Three 
years  ago,  he  became  familiar  with  the  Arabat  airplane  that  has  two  tails 
which  now  flies  above  his  head.  Back  then,  luan  and  everyone  else  found 
refuge  in  the  mountain.  An  image  of  "modernity"  exists  here:  luan  has 


already  worked  with  his  farmer's  tool  half  of  the  land  he  grows  corn  in. 
Pushes  back  his  hat,  looks  up  and  expects  to  find  the  pilots  of  the 
aircrafts  but  they  pass  at  the  height  of  his  eyes  with  foothills  below 

The  smoke  of  the  fires  stains  grey  the  laderas  of  the  canyon.  Duan  only 
recognizes  one  thing  of  the  modernity  and  justice  offered:  the  war.  He 
remembers  that  the  news  broadcasts  insist  that  the  government  will  not  use 
violence  against  the  Zapatistas.  In  other  words,  these  flights  are  not  to 
be  considered  violence  nor  what  they  might  mean.  He  then  reflects  about 
the  attributions  of  power  in  language.  "Maybe  the  government  is  changing 
the  names  of  things."  (Where  it  says  "Indigenous  Law"  it  makes  "war"  and 
where  it  says  "dialogue"  it  makes  "fear,"  etc.)  "Yesterday,  five  kinds  of 
airplanes  passed  over  us."  tells  Duan  "We  had  never  before  seen  that." 
There  are  continuous  flights  from  the  time  the  sun  appears.  Everyone 
lives  in  alert  with  their  eyes  faced  towards  the  skies.  This  the  most 
current  of  life,  today. 

ENLACE  CIVIL  A.C. 

Calle  Ignacio  Allende  4 

29200  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas 

CHIAPAS -MEXICO 

Tel  y fax:  (52)  967-82104 

e-mail : enlacecivil@laneta .apc.org 

CONSULTA  NUESTRA  PAGINA  ELECTRONICA  CON  INFORMACION  NUEVA  CADA  15  DIAS 
http : //www. laneta . apc.org/enlacecivil 

"RE:  Western  Shoshone  Land  Rights  Dispute"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Mar  98  21:56:21  PST 
From:  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project 
Subj : OAS  Request  Rejected  By  U.S. 

UUCP  email 

*****por  immec|iate  Release***** 

Latest  Development  in  Western  Shoshone  Land  Rights  Dispute 
Organization  of  American  States  asks  U.S.  to  Halt  Actions  Against  Western 
Shoshone:  U.S.  Refuses 

On  March  6,  1998,  the  Organization  of  American  States'  Inter-American 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  "reiterated  its  request  to  the  United  States 
Government  to  stay  its  action  [impeding  Western  Shoshone  land  use| 
pending  an  investigation  by  the  Commission  of  the  alleged  facts."  In 
February  of  1998,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  issued  Notices 
which  threaten  to  impound  the  nationalized  cattle  that  the  Western 
Shoshone  grandmothers  Carrie  and  Mary  Dann  graze  on  disputed  land.  A 
second  set  of  Notices  threaten  the  forcible  removal  of  Western  Shoshone 
property  from  the  contested  lands  in  Crescent  Valley.  As  a member  of  the 
OAS,  the  U.S.  is  legally  bound  to  uphold  the  Organization's  Human  Rights 
principles . 

This  is  the  second  such  request  the  OAS  has  filed  with  the  United  States. 
The  first  was  in  1993,  the  year  the  Dann  sisters  first  filed  a complaint 
against  the  U.S.  for  denying  them  their  collective  rights  as  Western 
Shoshone  people  to  their  land  and  to  their  culture  - which  is  inseparable 
from  the  land.  The  case  also  asserts  that  the  U.S.  has  violated  their 
rights  to  due  process,  to  equal  protection  under  the  law,  and  to  own 
property.  These  charges  stem  from  a Western  Shoshone  land  rights 
struggle  which  has  lasted  for  decades. 

Western  Shoshone  people  continue  to  use  and  occupy  their  ancestral 
homelands  as  they  have  since  time  immemorial:  they  hunt,  graze  livestock, 
hold  ceremonies,  raise  families,  and  gather  traditional  food  and 
medicines.  They  act  as  caretakers  for  Newe  Sogobia  - protecting  the  land 
for  the  future  generations,  and  passing  on  the  history  tied  to  it.  Today, 
the  United  States  is  actively  taking  away  the  abilities  of  the  Western 
Shoshone  to  continue  this  way  of  life.  It  denies  them  use  of  their  lands, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  permits  the  degradation  of  these  lands  by 
multi-national  mining  corporations,  the  military,  and  the  nuclear 
industry.  The  OAS  case  addresses  these  current  assaults  on  Western 


Shoshone  people's  culture  and  livelihoods. 

As  Carrie  Dann  states:  "The  indigenous  peoples  are  the  only  peoples 
whose  land  gets  taken  without  our  permission  by  the  U.S.  government, 
which  claims  to  be  a democracy.  They  are  committing  a spiritual  genocide 
of  our  people.  Our  rights  are  given  to  us  by  the  Creator,  but  the  U.S. 
treats  us  as  less  than  human  by  taking  them  away."  The  case  is  the  first 
filed  before  the  Commission  on  behalf  of  Native  Americans  in  the  U.S. 

The  Indian  Law  Resource  Center,  which  is  presenting  the  case  before  the 
Commission,  wrote  Elko  BLM  District  Manager  Helen  Hankins,  asking  for  an 
immediate  response  as  to  "whether  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  intends 
to  respect  the  request  of  the  Commission  to  stay  its  action  or  plans  to 
enforce  the  order."  This  afternoon,  Ms.  Hankins  stated  that  the  U.S. 
will  not  comply  with  the  OAS'  request. 

Please  contact  Jennifer  Allen,  Marianna  Aue  or  Chrisopher  Sewall  at  the 
WSDP  for  more  information  about  the  case,  for  documentation  of  the  above 
material,  or  for  co-ordinating  interviews  or  visits.  Please  also  visit 
our  web-site,  at  www.alphacdc.com/wsdp,  for  more  information. 

The  Indian  Law  Resource  Center  is  also  available  to  comment  on  the  case: 
505-784-3016  (lead  counsel  lames  Anaya) 
or  406-449-2006  (main  office) 

### 

Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project 
PO  Box  211106 

Crescent  Valley,  Nevada  89821 

Ph:  702-468-0230  Fax:  702-468-0237 

http : //www. alphacdc . com/wsdp/  and 

http : //www. teleport . com/~amt/planetpeace/wsdp 

"RE : San  Carlos  Apache  ALERT"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Mar  1998  15:46:15  EST 
From:  AIMAZ  <AIMAZ@aol . com> 

Subj : Emergency  Alert  --  Call  To  Action  --  San  Carlos,  Arizona 

>From  the  office  of  the  Southwest  Regional  Director,  American  Indian  Movement. 
Subj:  Call  To  Action  --  Support  of  the  Traditional  Apache  People 
My  relatives. 

Please  take  the  time  to  read  this  statement  and  information  very 
carefully  and  then  respond  if  you  can. 

March  19th,  1998  was  a Day  Of  Independence  for  the  people  of  the  San 
Carlos  Apache  Nation.  This  was  the  day  that  over  500  Apache  people  stood 
and  declared  their  current  tribal  council  as  hereby  "unrecognized"  and 
began  the  arduous  task  of  forming  a traditional  government  system. 

On  March  23rd,  1998,  this  office  issued  the  following  release: 

March  19,  500  plus  Apache  people  stood  firm  to  take  over  their 
government  and  expose  a realm  of  corruption.  Call  To  Action  Coalition 
says,  "No  More!" 

The  Call  To  Action  Coalition  announced  the  imminent  closure  of  the  San 
Carlos  Apache  council  chambers  from  the  corrupt  government  officials  led 
by  the  vice-chairman.  Hundreds  gathered  in  front  of  the  building  to 
confront  the  officials.  The  officials  did  show  up  bringing  the  group  to 
an  emotional  verbal  confrontation.  Hundreds  jeered  as  their  former 
council  entered  the  building.  Call  To  Action  presented  the  former  council 
with  a document  stating  their  removal.  One  council  member  took  his  and 
tore  it,  throwing  it  to  the  ground  in  front  of  the  people.  Another  gave  a 
"thumbs  down"  sign  and  belligerently  pointed  to  himself. 

The  Arizona  Chapter  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  was  called  in  to 
provide  consultation  and  support  to  the  people.  Upon  the  arrival  of  AIM, 
road  blocks  were  set  into  place  surrounded  by  San  Carlos  Tribal  Police, 

Police  from  three  surrounding  reservations.  The  Gila  County  Sheriff's 
Department,  and  agents  from  the  FBI  and  BIA  Law  Enforcement.  As  the 
contingent  of  AIM  personnel  arrived,  they  were  greeted  by  shouts  from  the 
people  and  honking  of  car  horns.  Vernon  Foster,  Southwest  Regional 
Director  of  AIM  greeted  the  people  and  stated  that  AIM  supports  the  people 
in  their  plight  in  the  way  of  empowerment.  "AIM  will  be  here  as  long  as 


the  people  call  upon  us",  Foster  said. 

The  San  Carlos  people  took  this  stand  due  to  the  corrupt  power  of  the 
tribal  council  which  has  nearly  bankrupted  the  Nation.  8.6  Million 
dollars  in  tribal  monies  cannot  be  accounted  for  at  this  time.  The  former 
council  continues  to  downplay  the  issue  stating  to  the  press  that  it  is  a 
small  issue  and  it  will  blow  over. 

The  former  council  has,  in  an  illegal  meeting,  passed  a resolution  to 
arrest  anyone  gathered  outside  the  council  chambers  and  any  non-tribal 
members  on  the  reservation,  and  has  sworn  to  remove  AIM  from  the 
reservation.  None  of  this  has  happened. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

My  relatives,  this  is  an  ALERT.  All  members  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement  are  called  at  this  time  to  come  to  San  Carlos,  Arizona  and  stand 
with  the  Call  To  Action  Coalition  and  the  Apache  People. 

Michael  Haney,  AIM  leader  and  member  of  the  U.S.  Attorney  General's  Task 
Force  on  Conflict  Resolution  is  arriving  in  Phoenix,  this  afternoon  and 
will  be  escorted  by  AIM  security  to  San  Carlos.  AIM  Security  from 
California,  Michigan  and  Montana  are  in  route  at  this  time,  as  well  as  the 
Harmony  Keepers.  Tomorrow,  Apache  Rapper,  Redsoul  will  be  arriving  to 
donate  his  time  and  special  form  of  entertainment  to  his  people.  We  are 
also  in  the  process  of  contacting  Richard  Cyr  to  perform  as  well. 

THIS  IS  NOW,  AND  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  BE  A PEACEFUL  TAKEOVER.  Ceremonies 
are  being  held  on  the  grounds  of  the  council  chambers  to  purify  them. 

There  are  NO  WEAPONS  present  and  NO  WEAPONS  WILL  BE  TOLERATED! 

At  this  time,  we  are  calling  for  Indian  people  only  to  come  to  San 
Carlos.  We  appreciate  the  support  of  our  non-Indian  relatives  and  urge 
you  to  contribute  in  ways  that  you  can,  however,  due  to  the  political 
climate  on  the  San  Carlos  Reservation,  and  the  nature  of  the  Apache  people, 
non-Indian  people  are  requested  NOT  to  enter  the  reservation. 

AIM  is  on  the  reservation  only  to  provide  empowerment  to  the  people  and 
offer  our  resources  to  them  to  use.  This  is  NOT  and  AIM  issue,  it  is  an 
issue  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  People. 

The  former  council  has  even  gone  as  far  as  intimidating  the  only  grocery 
store  on  the  San  Carlos  Reservation  to  not  take  the  food  vouchers  issued 
by  the  Chairman,  Raymond  Stanley  or  any  member  of  the  Call  To  Action 
Coalition.  This  means  that  donations  of  food  are  badly  needed  to  feed  the 
people  who  go  to  the  council  chambers  daily,  to  voice  their  concerns  and 
work  for  the  establishment  of  a traditional  government.  Many  of  the 
Apache  people  involved  in  this  are  elders  and  children,  some  of  whom  have 
already  seen  the  effects  of  their  tribal  police  against  them  as  they  stood 
to  protect  the  AIM  warriors  from  arrest  2 days  ago. 

AIM  is  the  invited  guest  on  that  reservation  of  the  Apache  People.  We 
have  documents  in  our  possession  that  state  this  and  the  police  have  no 
authority  to  remove  or  arrest  us  unless  we  break  the  laws  of  the  Nation. 

We  have  not. 

+++++++++++++Important  Contact  Numbers+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
For  anyone  travelling  to  San  Carlos  to  stand  with  the  people,  or  for  anyone 
making  donations  of  food,  or  money  to  buy  food  for  the  people,  please 
contact  the  following  people: 

Charles  Vargas  and/or  Sandra  Rambler 

Call  To  Action  Coalition 

(520)  475-2579 

P.0.  Box  68 

San  Carlos,  Arizona 

85550 

email:  azperidot@gila.net 
Vernon  Foster 

AIM,  Southwest  Regional  Director 
(602)  985-2109 
email:  AIMAZ@aol.com 

Cell  Phone  on  Site: 

(602)  826-1913 

AGAIN... THIS  IS  A PEACEFUL  TAKEOVER,  BUT  THE  PEOPLE  ARE  ASKING  FOR  THE 


PRESENCE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT.  THIS  IS  AN  OFFICIAL  CALL  TO  ACTION 
FROM  THE  SOUTHWEST  REGIONAL  DIRECTOR,  AFFIRMED  BY  THE  CALL  TO  ACTION 
COALITION,  THE  MEDICINE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  SAN  CARLOS  APACHE  AND  THE  SAN  CARLOS 
PEOPLE. 

In  Struggle, 

Vernon  Foster 

Southwest  Regional  Director 
American  Indian  Movement 

"RE : Sen  Burns/Great  Falls  Tribal  Meeting"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Mar  1998  16:51:11  -0500 

From:  "Dave  Henry  (by  way  of  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net>) "<whistler@imt . net> 
Subj : Sen  Burns  - Great  Falls  tribal  meeting 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml. spcs . umn .edu> 

NOTE:  Dave  Henry  is  the  CPA  who  was  fired  for  exposing  the  BIA  fund  shortage 
of  over  2 billion  dollars.. 

Ish 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

And  now:Dave  Henry  <whistler@imt . net>  writes: 

Previously  I sent  you  a report  on  the  tribal  sovereignty  meetings 
up  to  and  including  the  second  meeting  in  Kalispell.  This  will  cover 
the  third  and  last  meeting  in  Great  Falls  on  Wednesday, 

3/25/98.  There  was  a short  article  in  the  Billings  Gazette,  I'll  try 
to  supplement  that.  If  you  are  not  interested  in  these  events,  just 
delete  the  message  and  please  forgive  the  interruption. 


I left  for  Great  Falls  early  Wednesday  morning,  with  Leroy  Not  Afraid  and 
another  non-Indian.  An  afternoon  tribal-rally  was  held  at  the  fairgrounds, 
with  an  afternoon  feast  provided  by  area  tribes.  Attendance  was  smaller 
that  at  the  other  two  meetings,  and  the  evening  meeting  was  largely  a 
repeat  of  earlier  meetings.  Some  words  I was  impressed  with  are  described 
below. 

Emotions  were  higher,  actions  increasingly  strong  and  anti-Burns,  who 
was  not  present,  same  as  at  the  two  previous  meetings.  As  in  the  past, 
Earl  Old  Person  (Chief  and  Chair  of  Blackfeet)  clearly  described  the 
problem  as  caused  by  allowing  homesteaders  to  invade  Indian  lands  ("free 
land")  after  the  reservation  land  was  guaranteed  as  the  final  Indian 
homeland  - "so  long  as  the  grass  grows  and  the  sun  shall  rise"  . 

Since  the  "problem"  was  created  by  Fed.  govt,  he  demands  that  the  land 
be  repurchased  by  Fed's  and  returned  to  tribal  ownership,  a workable 
solution  and  at  relatively  small  cost  compared  to  stealth-bombers, 
unnecessary  military  spending  and  our  financial  support  of  various 
dictators . 

Leroy  Not  Afraid  spoke  about  the  Supreme  Court  case  he  was  personally  a 
part  of,  and  that  the  Supreme  Court  had  already  decided  the  issue  - both 
Indians  and  non-Indians  were  subject  to  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  tribal 
civil  law,  when  within  the  Nation's  boundaries.  Nobody  forced  the  non- 
Indians  to  live  there,  they  came  to  exploit  powerless  Indians,  and  became 
wealthy  at  Indian  expense.  (And  you  wondered  why  Indians  live  in 
poverty?) 

Others  described  non-Indian  drug  dealers  who  prey  on  Indians,  and  that 
the  Indians  lack  law  enforcement  necessary  to  stop  their  activities. 
Non-Indians  on  the  reservations  often  act  above  any  law,  tribal,  state  or 
federal,  and  although  the  FBI  has  jurisdiction  as  to  felonies,  they 
provide  absolutely  no  protection  for  Indians. 

Laws  are  enforced  when  Indians  are  the  offenders,  but  not  when  they  are 
the  victims. 

One  teenaged  girl  spoke  with  great  emotion,  and  her  words  were  mixed 
with  uncontrolled  sobbing.  I could  make  out  a few  words  only,  such  as 
"you  are  destroying  us",  "you  are  taking  my  future",  "destroying  my 
identity",  "just  leave  us  alone"  and  the  like.  One  Blackfeet  man  recalled 
that  the  soldiers  had  "bashed  in  the  heads"  of  their  babies",  and  they 


already  had  too  much  abuse  heaped  upon  them. 

I had  only  two  minutes  to  speak,  and  abandoned  my  notes.  I said  that 
Montana  already  has  received  bad  publicity  as  the  home  of  "freemen"  and 
"bombers",  and  that  I was  embarrassed  that  now  we  also  had  to  live  with  the 
record  of  Senator  Burns  attack  on  Indians.  After  introducing  myself  , as 
the  CPA  who  first  reported  the  "stealing  from  Indians"  through  looted 
trust  funds  at  BIA  ( well  in  excess  of  two  billion  dollars)  I connected 
that  to  the  present  matter  of  stealing  from  Indians  by  eroding  their 
promised  treaty  and  human  rights. 

I said  that  if  Burns  proceeded  with  this  fiasco,  I'd  speak  out  against 
him  and  do  my  best  to  defeat  him  in  any  future  election  for  public  office. 


You  might  note  that  Burns  proposal  would  create  the  only  legal 
jurisdiction  within  the  United  States  where  people  are  exempt  from  local 
laws  based  on  race.  In  every  other  known  government  entity,  all  people 
within  the  boundaries  are  subject  to  the  local  laws.  Also,  the  Montana 
enabling  laws  (for  admission  into  the  Union)  agreed  that  Indian 
reservations  were  not  part  of  the  State  of  Montana,  and  further  the  U.S. 
Constitution  took  full  responsibility  for  Indian  matters.  Burns  proposal 
(I  assume)  would  require  amending  both  the  State  and  Federal  constitutions, 
to  give  the  State  jurisdiction  within  Indian  National  boundaries. 

I was  pleased  that  the  Montana  Human  Rights  Network,  Helena  office,  was 
handing  out  leaflets  describing  Burns  past  record  of  racist  behavior,  his 
"Negro  jokes",  and  the  like. 

Apparently  the  infamous  Sen.  Slade  Gorton  (R-WA)  is  holding  similar 
anti-Indian  hearings  in  the  State  of  Washington. 

If  any  of  you  would  like  more  information,  or  want  to  discuss 
this  further,  please  let  me  know.  I believe  this  is  the  most 
threatening  assault  on  human  rights  since  the  60's  and  the 
days  of  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King,  Dr. 

Best  regards,  Dave 

"RE : Indian  Homeland"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Mar  1998  05:04:00  EST 
From:  MPope74064  <MPope74064@aol.com> 

Subj : Indian  Homeland 

UUCP  email 

An  article  that  I wrote  from  my  heart. 

INDIAN  HOMELAND  - ONE  INDIANS  VIEW 

My  name,  that  I was  given  at  birth,  is  Mala  Spotted  Eagle  Pope.  My 
father  was  Cherokee  and  my  mother  was  Western  Shoshone.  What  I write  here 
is  from  my  heart.  I do  not  claim  to  speak  for  other  native  people  although 
many  may  feel  the  same  as  I do. 

I believe  that  the  Native  People  of  this  land  have  a right  to  have  an 
area  of  land  that  they  can  live  on  and  truly  call  their  own.  Free  from  the 
foreign  control  that  they  have  been  forced  to  live  under  for  several 
hundred  years.  Where  the  Native  People  can  live  under  their  own  rules  and 
form  of  government.  Where  the  B.I.A.,  state  or  some  other  form  of  foreign 
government  isn't  imposing  their  will  upon  us.  A place  where  the 
Traditional  native  people  will  be  able  to  reform  our  own  government  using 
traditional  guidelines. 

SELF-DETERMINATION  MUST  BE  RESTORED 

When  the  European  Nations  invaded  this  land,  they  were  greeted  with 
open  arms,  kindness  and  trust.  Once  the  invaders  had  a foothold  they 
turned  upon  us.  In  the  several  hundred  years  that  have  followed  the  Native 
People  were  driven  from  their  homelands  and  told  where  to  live,  how  to  eat, 
who  to  worship  and  numerous  other  intrusions  all  designed  to  either  to 
exterminate  or  to  assimilate  us.  On  both  counts  they  came  close  to 
succeeding.  Now  it  is  time  that  we  be  allowed  to  be  treated  and  respected 
for  the  nation  of  people  who  we  are.  To  be  able  to  control  our  own  destiny, 
to  teach  the  truth  about  who  we  are  as  a people  and  what  really  happened 


in  oun  history. 

INDIANS  HAVE  NOT  BEEN  CONQUERED 

Not  all  Indian  People  will  want  to  give  up  the  western  style  of 
government  that  they  have  grown  used  to.  That  is  their  right.  As  much  as 
it  should  be  the  right  of  non-native  people  to  follow  the  ways  of  the 
native  people  under  the  guidelines  of  the  Traditional  leaders..  Almost  all 
other  races  of  people  have  a homeland  that  is  under  their  control.  There 
have  been  a number  of  other  races  of  people  that  have  been  invaded  and 
dominated  by  foreign  powers  in  the  history  of  this  Mother  Earth.  Some  of 
them  for  hundreds  of  years  at  a time.  Yet  none  of  them  gave  up  and  in  the 
end  they  found  a way  to  be  free  of  the  shackles  of  the  foreign  governments 
Why  should  the  Indian  people  not  be  able  to  do  the  same.  Indian  people  are 
starting  to  wake  up  all  across  this  country  and  trying  to  understand  and 
learn  what  was  taken  away  from  us.  The  Indian  is  starting  to  realize  that 
even  though  the  U.S.  government  and  their  history  books  say  that  we  are  a 
conquered  people,  in  truth  we  are  not.  Only  when  we  become  totally 
assimilated  into  the  White  culture  will  we  then  be  a conquered  people. 

INDIANS  MUST  BE  INDEPENDENT  It  is  said  that  the  Indian  People  of  North 
America  have  one  of  the  highest  suicide  and  alcoholism  rate  in  the  world. 
Would  anything  else  be  expected  when  an  invading  government  uses  all  of 
its  resources  to  strip  away  as  much  as  they  can  of  the  culture  and 
identity  of  the  native  people.  To  make  them  by  law.  Wards  of  the  United 
States  Government  using  the  excuse  that  the  Indian  People  are  incapable  of 
taking  care  of  themselves.  How  many  thousands  of  years  and  countless 
generations  have  our  people  lived  on  this  Turtle  Island  and  have  taken 
care  of  ourselves  and  our  environment.  The  native  people  not  only  were 
self  sufficient  but  they  understood  the  importance  of  respecting  and  being 
a part  of  the  environment  you  live  with-in. 

It  is  past  time  for  us  to  quit  believing  the  stereotyping  and  lies 
that  have  been  made  up  about  our  native  people  and  find  the  truth  from  our 
Traditional  leaders  and  Elders.  To  start  praying  again  and  relearn  the 
ways  of  the  Mother  Earth.  Many  of  us  already  feel  inside  what  I am  writing 
now  we  need  to  look  beyond  our  tribal  barriers  and  stand  together  as  a 
proud  and  undefeated  nation  to  regain  some  of  our  Homeland.  For  the  future 
generations  and  the  survival  of  the  Mother  Earth  we  need  to  do  this. 

Mala  Spotted  Eagle  Pope 
P.0.  Box  177 
Monmouth,  Oregon  97361 

"RE : Windigo's  Back"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Mar  1998  21:27:46  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : WINDIGO's  back  (lof4) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d ' laan ' te ' h . . . 

WINDIGO  comes  home  to  roost...  This  is  EXACTLY  the  kind  of  danger 
resulting  from  leaving  the  question  Nation  membership  to  governments 
(Indian  governments  included)!  It  MUST  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
FAMILIES  that  make  up  each  Nation  to  decide  who  is  or  is  not  a member  of 
the  family.  NOT  "blood-quantums",  NOT  "DNA",  NOT  "retinal-cone  scans",  NOT 
"DIA  or  BIA" . . . ONLY  a family,  by  consensus,  has  the  SOLE  & ABSOLUTE  RIGHT 
to  say  who  is  or  who  is  not  a member  of  that  family.  There  is  NO  OTHER 
WAY!  (and  never  was,  and  never  will  be).  I'll  post  my  articles  on  Windigo 
again...  (3  articles  follow  - Windigo  #1,  Windigo  #2,  & Windigo  #3) 
Saturday  28  March  1998 
Extinction  by  legislation 

Under  the  Indian  Act's  current  restrictions,  in  only  two  generations 
families  can  lose  status 

Tom  Spears 

The  Ottawa  Citizen 

Narrow  government  definitions  of  who's  officially  Indian  will  wipe  out 


some  Canadian  bands  and  drastically  shrink  others  starting  in  less  than 
50  years,  a conference  of  native  woman  has  heard. 

"In  the  long  run,  these  rules  will  lead  to  the  extinction  of  First 
Nations,"  says  a report  by  two  groups  of  consultants  in  Manitoba  and 
Ontario. 

And  they  say  the  trouble  comes  from  the  very  same  1985  change  in  the 
Indian  Act  that  was  designed  to  give  back  Indian  status  to  women  who 
lost  it  by  marrying  non-natives. 

The  problem  is  that  the  1985  change,  known  as  Bill  C-31,  created  two 
kinds  of  Indian:  those  with  full  status  and  those  with  reduced  status 
through  intermarriage  with  non-natives. 

Children  and  grandchildren  of  natives  who  marry  non-natives  can  lose 
their  native  status  entirely. 

"We  will  have  (a  smaller)  number  of  Indians  in  20  years  and  in  50  years 
that  will  be  recognized  by  the  Canadian  government  as  having  Indian 
status  at  all,"  says  Marilyn  Buffalo,  president  of  the  Native  Women's 
Association  of  Canada. 

When  native  people  lose  official  Indian  status,  "they  lose  the  benefits 
that  were  promised  to  us  in  the  treaties,  and  their  aboriginal  rights  -- 
treaty  rights  to  health  and  treaty  rights  to  education,"  Ms.  Buffalo 
said . 

"We  agreed  to  share  this  land.  The  danger  that  we  face  is  that  we  will 
lose  title  to  our  homeland  in  the  long  run." 

Her  association  met  in  Ottawa  this  week  to  consider  how  to  prevent  the 
loss  of  Indian  status  for  future  generations.  It  plans  to  recommend 
changes  to  the  Indian  Act  in  about  a month. 

With  about  34  per  cent  of  Canada's  native  people  marrying  non-Indians, 
their  fear  is  that  it  takes  just  two  generations  to  wipe  out  a family's 
Indian  status. 

Step  one:  A native  marries  a non-native.  Their  children  will  have  a 
reduced  form  of  Indian  status  that  is  more  difficult  to  pass  to  a later 
generation.  Step  two:  One  of  those  children  marries  a non-native.  Any 
children  of  that  marriage  will  have  no  Indian  status. 

These  rules  in  the  Indian  Act  became  law  in  1985,  and  cover  409  of  this 
country's  approximately  600  First  Nations.  The  remaining  bands  use  one 
of  several  other  definitions  of  who  is  Indian,  based  on  varying  formulas 
of  how  many  Indian  ancestors  a person  needs  to  be  an  Indian. 

"How  is  it  going  to  affect  our  grandchildren?  That  I think  is  the  number 
one  concern  of  the  people,"  Ms.  Buffalo  said. 

Alice  Marchand,  born  and  raised  on  the  Okanagan  Indian  Reserve  in 
British  Columbia,  uses  her  own  complex  family  tree  to  illustrate  the 
trouble. 

She  married  a non-native  man  in  the  pre-1985  days  when  this  meant  losing 
her  Indian  status.  When  that  marriage  ended,  she  re-married  in  1983, 
this  time  to  an  Indian  man.  She  got  back  her  Indian  status,  but  in  a 
reduced  form. 

In  the  jargon  of  the  Indian  Act,  someone  with  full  status  is  called  a 
6(1),  pronounced  "six-one,"  for  the  section  of  the  law  that  describes 
them.  Ms.  Marchand  is  a 6(2),  and  so  are  her  sons. 

It  gets  even  more  complicated.  "My  grandchildren  are  a real  mixture," 
she  says.  One  6(2)  son  married  a non-native,  and  her  grandson  on  that 
side  of  the  family  "is  a total  non-Indian." 

Her  other  son,  also  6(2),  is  married  to  a 6(1)  woman.  Because  they  each 
brought  two  children  to  the  marriage,  those  children  have  a mixture  of 
6(1)  and  6(2)  status. 

"It's  caused  a great  amount  of  pain  and  anguish  in  the  family,"  she 
said . 

The  consultants'  report  that  warns  of  a declining  population,  used 
extensively  at  this  week's  conference,  also  warns  that  the  law  will 
create  tension  among  native  people.  It  says  bands  now  have  a form  of 
class  system  --  those  with  "full"  and  "half"  status,  as  defined  by  their 
ability  to  pass  on  Indian  status  to  their  children. 

"Distinctions  between  'classes'  are  likely  to  become  embedded  in  the 
social  and  political  life  of  First  Nations,"  it  says. 

The  topic  is  attracting  growing  attention  from  people  like  Christine 


Houck  of  Waterloo.  She's  a 6(2)  Indian  because  her  mother,  from  the 
Flying  Post  First  Nation  south  of  Sudbury,  married  a British  man. 

Ms.  Houck  also  married  a non-native  man,  and  their  children,  Derek  and 
Brittany,  have  no  Indian  status. 

At  first  she  didn't  think  much  about  it,  living  in  white  society  and  not 
bothering  with  her  family  traditions. 

Then  it  started  to  trouble  her. 

"My  children,  Derek  and  Brittany,  will  not  have  their  status  until  this 
(law)  is  changed,"  she  said  at  the  conference. 

- "RE:  Windigo  #1"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Mar  1998  21:28:36  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : Windigo  #1 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
(repost) 

I have  been  sitting  & watching  the  words  fly  around  on  this  ng  for  a 
while,  & I see  a very  real,  very  evil  danger  threatening  many,  so  now  I 
stand . . . 

I pray  that  the  grandfathers  help  me  find  the  right  words  to  show  you  this 
terrible,  evil  threat,  & that  each  of  you  finds  the  strength  to  fight  it  & 
kill  it. 

To  use  the  name  that  the  'Nishnawbe  Nation  gives  to  him,  Windigo  is  among 
us.  That  most  evil  eater  of  spirits  often  chooses  the  form  of  a malevolent 
whirlwind,  to  blow  sand,  dust,  rain  or  snow  in  the  eyes,  ears,  noses  & 
mouths  to  sow  confusion,  dissension  and  loss  of  direction.  Windigo  as 
Whirlwind  rips  apart  homes,  overturns  canoes,  tears  down  what  people 
nurture  & grow  for  survival  & fans  home  fires  into  blazing  infernos. 
Whirlwind,  for  those  that  have  seen  him,  looks  innocently  playful,  like  a 
game  of  the  wind.  But  Windigo  is  eating  Indian  spirit  here  in  this  ng,  as 
well  as  'out  there'  in  the  homes  in  Indian  country  as  you  read  this. 

This  dangerous  Whirlwind  is  now  scouring  the  land,  even  reaching  this  ng, 

& he  endangers  the  heart  of  every  Nation  & the  core  of  every  family  that 
form  the  flesh  of  each  of  the  Nations.  It  is  a very  subtle,  very  seductive 
wind-game,  drawing  more  & more  people  into  it,  not  just  on  this  ng  but  out 
in  the  real  world  every  day,  & it  creates  its  own  momentum;  the  more  it  is 
played,  the  bigger  & darker  & more  evil  it  gets,  the  more  explosive  the 
bolts  of  fire  that  flash  & thunder  from  within  it,  blowing  up  the  ties 
that  bond  the  people  of  the  families  & the  Nations  together.  It  is  a game 
of  words,  & the  seed-word  that  this  evil  destroyer  grows  from  is  "race". 

Those  that  are  calling  for  the  elimination  of  the  land,  rights,  privileges 
& benefits  which  the  Creator  gave  to  the  First  Nations  are,  more  & more 
often,  doing  so  by  declaring  that  any  status  that  recognizes  a difference 
between  peoples  of  the  Nations  & any  other  "ethnic  group"  is  a "racist" 
posit  that  must  be  eliminated  in  the  name  of  "equality".  Racism  being  such 
a lightning  rod  of  emotional  response  to  everyone,  reason  & logic  are 
skimmed  over,  & no  notice  is  given  to  the  FACT  that  "equality"  (in  the 
social  and/or  political  sense)  means  TREATING  different  people  with  equal 
measures  of  respect  & opportunity,  NOT  that  everybody  IS  the  same.  Dust  as 
"integration"  is  the  harmonious  working  together  of  different  parts  while 
"assimilation"  is  making  one  whole  by  erasing  the  differences  of  the 
different  parts. 

This  "racial"  type  of  thinking  is  no  different  than  that  used  to  formulate 
the  attempt  to  destroy  the  Nations  by  establishing  "blood  quantum"  as  a 
measure  of  identity.  (1934  in  the  USA,  in  Canada  unofficially  since  1613  & 
officially  in  1951).  Although  that  helped  the  settler-regimes  in  their 
classifying,  codifying,  categorizing  & other  labeling  for  ease  in  their 
management,  manipulation,  governing  & administration  of  the  First  Nations, 
it  did  not,  thankfully,  catch  on  in  the  Nations  (except  with  the  "Indian 
governments"  installed  in  power  by  the  settler-regimes  as  "legally 
recognized"  tribal/band  councils.) 

Incredibly  & to  my  horror,  it  seems  more  people  of  the  Nations,  (although 


NOT  a majority. . . yet)  are  now  being  drawn  into  this  evil,  growing 
whirlwind  that  holds  the  power  to  destroy  their  families  & their  Nations. 
More  & more  one  hears  the  frightening  talk  of  racial  definition  being  the 
measure  of  just  who  is  an  Indian.  Even  in  its  most  ridiculously  petty  & 
stupid  aspects,  ("My  genes  are  bigger  than  YOUR  genes!")  there  is  a 
menacing  seriousness  that  skips  over  the  one,  true,  undeniable  FACT  that 
has  been  used  by  the  Nations  for  ten-thousand  times  ten-thousand 
generations  as  the  ONLY  measure  of  who  is  an  Indian  - that  an  "Indian"  is 
a person  identified  by  the  family  concerned  as  being  one  of  them.  Period. 

No  other  "measurement  of  Indian"  is  real. 

"Blood  quantum",  "race",  "genetic  markers"  and/or  any  other  other  measure 
of  a person's  "Indian-ness"  are  as  solid  as  smoke.  By  seducing  individual 
Indians,  Indian  families  and/or  the  Nations  those  families  form,  to  come 
stand  on  such  false,  artificially  constructed  foundations  in  order  to 
"help  Indian  Nations  define  themselves  more  clearly",  those  that  fall  for 
such  a trap  find  that  they  no  longer  stand  on  solid  ground.  The  confusion 
sown  by  this  evil  & destructive  whirlwind  of  man-made  labels  causes 
division  & brings  quarrels  & breaks  the  circle,  the  hoop  that  is  the 
essence  & heart  of  all  the  Nations,  & of  all  the  families  that  form  those 
Nations.  Using  such  talk  plays  right  into  the  hands  of  the  powers  that  are 
still  just  as  committed  to  rubbing  out  the  Nations  as  Custer  & Cortez 
were,  because  getting  Indian  people  to  think  of  themselves  as  "a  race" 
will  destroy  them  as  surely  as  smallpox  & bullets  could. 

Prior  to  1930-1950,  there  never,  ever  was  any  "racism"  in  ANY  society  of 
ANY  of  the  Nations  in  the  Americas.  I could  write  several  volumes  as  proof 
of  that  FACT,  but  to  keep  it  brief,  let  me  borrow  the  words  of  Ward 
Churchill  from  his  book,  "Struggle  for  the  Land:  Indigenous  Resistance  to 
Genocide,  Ecocide  and  Expropriation  in  Contemporary  North  America."  (from 
p420-421  in  edition  published  by  'Between  The  Lines'  Toronto,  Canada, 1992) 
(inserts  & emphasis  are  mine  save  for  one  instance.) 

" ...  there  really  is  no  indication  of  racism  in  traditional  Indian 
societies.  To  the  contrary,  the  [factual/historical]  record  reveals  that 
Indians  habitually  INTERMARRIED  between  groups,  and  frequently  ADOPTED 
both  children  and  adults  from  other  groups.  This  occurred  in  pre-contact 
times  between  Indians,  AND  the  practice  was  broadened  to  include  those  of 
both  African  and  European  origin  - and  ultimately  Asian  origin  as  well  - 
once  contact  occurred.  Those  who  were  naturalized  BY  MARRIAGE  OR  ADOPTION 
were  [and  are]  considered  members  of  the  group  [family/Nation],  pure  and 
simple.  This  was  [and  IS]  always  the  [real,  authentic,  traditional]  Indian 
view.  The  Europeans  and  subsequent  Euroamerican  settlers  saw  things  rather 
differently,  however,  and  foisted  the  notion  that  Indian  identity  should 
be  determined  primarily  by  "blood  quantum"  an  outright  eugenics  code 
similar  to  those  developed  in  places  like  nazi  Germany  and  apartheid  South 
Africa.  Now  THAT's  a racist  set  of  policies  and  principles  if  there  ever 
was  one.  Unfortunately,  a lot  of  Indians  have  been  conned  into  accepting 
this  anti-Indian  absurdity,  and  that's  something  to  be  overcome.  But 
there's  also  solid  indication  that  quite  a number  of  native  people 
continue  to  strongly  resist  such  things  [externally  created  measures  of 
definition/identification]  as  the  quantum  system." 

Ward  Churchill  refers  readers  to  2 works  on  this  matter  that  I also 
recommend  to  those  readers  here  who  "still  don't  get  it"  - 

1)  Forbes,  lack  D.,  "Black  Africans  & Native  Americans:  Race,  Color  and 
Caste  in  the  Evolution  of  Red-Black  Peoples"  (London/New  York:  Oxford 
University  Press,  1988) 

and, 

2)  Daimes,  M.  Annette,  "Federal  Indian  Identification  Policy:  A Usurpation 
of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  in  North  America"  in  her  monumental  work,  "The 
State  of  Native  America:  Genocide,  Colonization  and  Resistance"  (Boston, 
South  End  Press,  1992). 

I repeat,  ten-thousand  times  ten-thousand  generations  of  the  peoples  that 
make  up  the  Nations  of  this  land  never,  ever  imagined,  let  alone  applied, 
any  notion  of  "RACE"  to  their  own  identity.  Only  the  families  in  the 
Nations  had,  & STILL  HAVE,  the  right  to  decide  who  was/is  a member  of  that 
family  and  Nation.  Not  any  government,  even  a tribal/band  government.  Not 
a blood  test.  Not  a DNA  or  DIA.  Not  even  another  Indian  or  Nation  other 


than  their  own.  Family.  Period. 

But  now  Windigo  has  blinded  some  with  his  whirlwind  of  words.  Sharp  words 
that  cut  & slice  apart  friendships,  families,  & Nations.  The  grit  flying 
around  is  in  words  such  as  "race",  "blood  quantum",  "skin  color"  and 
"DNA".  The  eyes  of  the  blinded  brothers  & sisters  who  have  fallen  into 

this  trap,  been  pulled  into  this  disgusting  whirlwind  must  be  cleansed,  or 

they  will  sow  the  seeds  of  this  "racial"  definition  so  far  & wide,  so 
fast,  that  the  Nations  will  be  doomed. 

For  your  own  sake,  for  the  sake  of  those  who  are  gone-but-still-with-us  & 
all  those-yet-to-come,  I beg  each  & all  of  you  to  stop  & TFIINK.  Don't  help 
this  to  happen!  Recognize  what  all  the  generations  of  the  Nations  have 
known  since  forever;  that  marriage  and/or  adoption  of  another  strong  & 
loving  heart  into  the  family  is  never  "wrong"  or  "unnatural"  or 
"incorrect."  Refuse  to  play  the  seductive  word  games  of  Windigo.  Keep  your 
feet  on  the  ground  as  Whirlwind  tries  to  pull  you  into  it.  The  ground  is 
made  of  the  bones  of  the  ancestors;  draw  your  values  from  those  bones.  NO 
ONE,  including  any  other  Indian,  has  the  right  to  say  who  is  or  who  is  not 
a member  of  a family,  not  a member  of  a Nation,  except  the  families 
concerned.  To  act  otherwise  is  to  act  as  a knife  in  the  heart  of  your  own 
people,  whether  you  realize  it  or  not.  Enough  of  this  talk  of  "Indians  are 

a race".  I ask  this  of  you  each  & all,  with  much  respect  & even  more  with 

hope ...  I now  sit . . . 
masi:cho.  . . 


"RE : Windigo  #2"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Mar  1998  21:29:27  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : Windigo  #2 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
(repost) 

d'laan'te'h  everyone. 

Less  than  24  hrs  since  I posted  the  "Windigo"  piece  I wrote  titled 
URGENT!!  DANGER!!  PLEASE  READ!!  & my  mailbox  is  humming 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Apr  8 23:09:07  1998 
Date:  Tue,  7 Apr  1998  19:37:25  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.015 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  Big  Mountain,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


Friendship  is  held  to  be  the  severest  test  of  character.  It  is  easy,  we 
think  to  be  loyal  to  family  and  clan,  whose  blood  is  in  our  own  veins. 
Love  between  a man  and  a woman  is  founded  on  the  mating  instinct  and  is 
not  free  from  the  desire  and  self-seeking.  But  to  have  a friend,  and  to 
be  true  under  any  and  all  trials,  is  the  mark  of  a man." 

_ Dr.  Charles  Alexander  Eastman  (Ohiyesa)  Santee  Sioux 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Date:  Fri,  3 Apr  1998  10:16:44  EST 
From:  FirehairSS  <FirehairSS@aol . com> 

Subj : Official  from  Nashville  Channel  5--thanks,  Katie 

News  Channel  5,  Nashville  reported  today: 

"Walmart  developers  in  West  Nashville  have  discovered  even  more  Indian 
graves  than  first  thought.  Excavation  crews  have  uncovered  as  many  as  a 
hundred  graves  dating  back  8 hundred  years.  When  they  first  began  the 
project  they  only  estimated  the  number  at  40." 

It  is  now  official,  there  are  lots  of  graves! 

It  is  becoming  clear.  If  you  are  buying  from  a Wal-Mart,  you  are 
supporting  a company  that  repeatedly  defiles  the  graves  of  our  ancestors. 

It  happens  too  many  times  to  be  a mere  coincidence.  The  list  just  rolls 
on  and  on...  Leeds,  New  York  ...  Hickory  Flats,  Georgia  ...  Nashville,  Tenn 
It  is  actually  difficult  to  recall  a time  when  two  weeks  could  pass  without 
some  reference  to  Wal-Mart  trashing  another  grave  site. 

It  might  even  be  different  if,  having  stumbled  onto  a grave  site,  Wal-Mart 
would  excavate  elsewhere.  Instead,  they  fight  to  desecrate  each  and  every 
site  as  if  their  next  breath  depended  on  it.  That  determination  to  dig 
at  all  costs  is  what  makes  their  choices  so  despicable. 

I can't  tell  you  how  to  live  your  life  or  where  to  spend  your  money;  but 
for  myself  and  my  family  we  shop  elsewhere  if  there  is  a choice.  It  is  a 
choice  I feel  I must  make.  The  journey  of  my  ancestors  means  that  much  to 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 
Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

4.14.1973  Priscilla  White  Plume  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Manderson 
by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Fewke ' s Mound 

- Wal-Mart  in  Tennessee 

- Lenny  Chavez  Arrested 

- Peltier  Update 

- AIM  Update 

- Remove  Andrew  Dackson  from 
Springtime  Tallahassee 

- San  Francisco  Opposes 
Ward  Valley  Dump 

- Peace  & Dignity  Journey 

- UN  on  Indigenous  Rights 

- US  Cities  in  International 
Day  of  Action 

- Traditional  Hopi  Resist 
Sewer  System 

- San  Carlos  Update 

"RE : Fewke' s Mound"  - 

Date:  Wed,  01  Apr  1998  10:12:25 
From:  tnaim@usa.net 
Sub j : Fewke' s Mound 

UUCP  email 


- Mi'kmaq's  Oppose  Sable  Island 
Pipeline 

- Inco/Voisey ' s Bay 

- HQ  Media  Machine  in  Overdrive 

- Quebec  Offers 

'Unprecedented  Self-Government' 

- Victory  at  Devils'  Tower 

- Echoes  of  the  Atomic  Age 

- Pass  It  On 

- Another  Political  Prisoner 
of  Canada 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Paint 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


-0600 


We  received  word  from  the  Tennessee  Division  of  Archaeology  that  the 
removal  of  Native  graves  for  road  construction  on  Moore's  Lane  in 
Brentwood  Tn.  is  scheduled  to  start  in  the  next  two  weeks.  The  Fewke 's 
mound  complex  is  a National  Historic  site  and  comprises  5 mounds. 
Originally  the  project  plans  were  to  remove  a few  graves  from  the  road 
right  of  way  but  we  learned  that  the  plans  now  include  an  archaeological 
study.  What  destructive  impact  this  will  have  on  the  mound  complex  is 
not  known  but  it  would  safe  to  assume  a major  one. 

Full  article  from  ANAIR  at  http://members.aol.com/afnair/fewkespg.htm 
TNAIM 


"RE;  Wal-Mart  in  Tennessee"  

Date:  Mon,  30  Mar  1998  11:23:47  -0500 
From:  Jordan  S Dill  <jsd@SOVER.NET> 

Sub j : Wal-Mart  in  Tenn 

Comments:  cc:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <minn-ind@tc.umn.edu> 

Need  some  help  here: 

"Last  summer,  1997,  it  was  announced  that  construction  of  a 
Wal-Mart/Lowe's  super  center  was  being  planned  for  a location  on  Charlotte 
Pike  in  the  West  Meade  neighborhood  of  Davidson  County  Tennessee, 

Nashville  Tennessee.  The  construction  plans  require  the  destruction  of  a 
prehistoric  Native  American  cemetery  and  Civil  War  fortifications.  The 
Native  cemetery  dates  to  the  Mississippian  cultural  period  and  is  probably 
around  800  years  old.  There  are  at  LEAST  40  known  Indian  graves  on  this 
site,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  number  of  burials  may  reach  into  the 
hundreds.  The  Civil  War  fortifications  are  Confederate  cannon  emplacements 
and  embankments  along  the  Cumberland  River  known  as  Kelley's  Battery. 

These  guns  overlooked  the  river  and  were  used  to  shell  Union  river 
traffic.  The  residents  of  West  Meade,  local  Native  Americans,  and 
others  rallied  to  stop  the  rezoning  of  the  property.  Their  bid  was 
unsuccessful  despite  proving  that  locating  a super  center  across  the 
street  from  an  elementary  school  would  endanger  the  children  as  well  as 
concerns  over  crime  and  inadequate  road  systems  to  handle  the  increased 


traffic.  Add  to  this  the  destruction  of  the  native  site  and  the 
Confederate  archaeological  features,  it  is  beyond  belief  that  the  zoning 
change  was  ever  approved." 

Please  visit  <http://www.dickshovel.com/wal2.html>  and  render  your 
support  to  stop  this  project  via  the  Input  form. .. responses  will  go  to 
Wal-Mart,  politicians  who  support  this  Ravage,  the  realty  company,  and  the 
Governor  of  Tenn... 

"RE : Lenny  Chavez  Arrested"  

Date:  Sat,  04  Apr  1998  15:59:05  -0800 
From:  Kevin  Sullivan  <kev@sonic . net> 

Sub j : Lenny  Chavez  Arrested 

UUCP  email 

Linn  (Lenny)  Chavez  Defense  Fund 

Lenny  Chavez,  a 36  Year  old  Kiowa  Indian  was  arrested  on  an  extremely 
ludicrous  charge  of  ATTEMPTED  MURDER,  in  Mariposa  County,  California. 

This  well  known  A.I.M.  activist  and  spiritual  person  is  in  desperate  need 
of  funds  for  LEGAL  DEFENSE. 

On  2-9-98  while  cutting  wood  at  his  home  in  Midpines,  California,  Lenny 
was  attacked  while  his  back  was  turned  and  his  chain  saw  was  running.  The 
person  who  attacked  him  had  been  drinking  and  approached  his  home  looking 
for  another  person.  The  other  person  was  not  present.  Being  infuriated, 
this  person  grabbed  Lenny's  chain  saw,  tried  to  restart  it  in  order  to 
further  his  senseless  attack.  At  that  point  our  spiritual  brother  was  in 
fear  for  his  life  and  the  lives  of  other  innocent  people  about  the 
property,  including  one  of  our  elders.  He  then  drew  his  pocket  knife  and 
defended  himself  and  his  elder,  inflicting  only  non-lethal  injuries,  a leg 
wound,  to  deter  any  further  attack. 

We  ask,  what  lustice  can  be  served  in  prosecuting  a person  for  defending 
himself  and  his  family  while  allowing  the  "real"  perpetrator  of  the  crime 
to  walk  free?  To  further  ham  this  spiritual  person  and  family  by  keeping 
him  incarcerated  with  $1,000,000.00  bail  only  enhances  this  tragic 
situation . 

This  request  for  funding  is  not  intended  for  bail;  as  the  amount  is 
obviously  out  of  range.  These  funds  are  for  attorney  fees  only.  Your  Help 
and  prayers  are  needed. 

Any  and  all  donations  may  be  sent  to: 

Linn(Lenny)  Chavez  Defense  fund 

C/0  Ramon  Magna,  Attorney  at  Law 

1601  I Street  Suite  450 

Modesto,  CA  95350 

(209)  524-5616 

E-Mail:  kev@sonic.net 

Lenny's  bail  reduction  hearing  is  thursday  4/2.  Its  been  raised  to 
$1,000,000!  I am  not  sure  if  Tony  Serra  is  working  with  or  advising  this 
other  attorney  or  not.  I think  if  their  is  hard  evidence  that  this  guy 
is  hooked  into  the  Aryans  then  that  should  definitely  be  put  out  there. 

The  pressure  needs  to  be  put  on  the  cops  down  there.  When  it  comes  to 
trial  we  need  to  get  a big  time  presence  down  there.  Shouldn't  they  try 
for  a change  of  venue?  I'm  sure  the  judges  down  there  are  the  same  as 
the  cops.  Be  in  touch. 

Edward 


"RE;  Peltier  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  31  Mar  98  11:35:17  PST 

From:  KOLA  International  Campaign  Office  <kolahq@skynet . be> 
Sub j : Peltier  --  Parole  --  Letters 


PELTIER  UPDATE 


Letters  regarding  parole  can  be  sent  to: 

US  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Chevy  Chase,  MD  20815 
Fax  (301)  492-6694 

Note:  letters  must  state  at  the  top:  <for  Parole  File  of  Leonard 
Peltier  Reg.  No.  89637-132> 

If  this  is  not  stated,  your  letter  will  be  thrown  away. . . 

Letters  regarding  senate  hearings  should  be  sent  to: 

US  Senator  Orin  Hatch,  Chairman  Dudicial  Cmtee 
SD-224  1st  and  C Streets,  NE 
Washington  DC  20510 

US  Senator  Benn  Nighthorse  Campbell 
Chairman  Select  Cmtee  on  Indian  Affairs 
SH-838  1st  and  C Streets,  NE 
Washington  DC  20510 

Points  you  can  include  in  your  letters: 

+ The  FBI  coercing  and  intimidating  witnesses. 

+ The  FBI  withholding  of  evidence  and  fabricating  of  eyewitness  affidavits. 

+ Use  of  perjured  affidavits  to  extradite  Peltier. 

+ Fabrication  of  ballistics  evidence  and  suppression  of  proof. 

+ Fabrication  of  evidence  that  Peltier  killed  the  agents  and  suppression  of 
eyewitness  accounts  that  others  were  responsible. 

+ Dury  tampering  by  the  FBI. 

+ The  FBI  sponsoring  armed  assaults,  assassinations  on  AIM  individuals  and 
their  residences. 

+ The  FBI  provoking  illegal  arms  and  ammunition  to  select  Indians  to  be  used 
against  their  own  people. 

+ Exparte  contract  between  the  Dustice  Department  (FBI)  and  the  Federal 
judges  involved  in  the  Peltier  case  resulting  in  denying  Peltier's  rights 
to  a fair  and  impartial  trial  jury. 

+ Federal  appellate  court  judge  William  Webster  sat  on  a panel  that  heard 
Peltier's  case  and  was  then  elected  to  head  the  FBI. 

Thank  you  for  your  support! 

Bobby  Castillo,  international  spokesperson  for  Leonard  Peltier 
Elsie  Herten,  coordinator  LPSG  Network  Europe 

"RE ; AIM  Update"  

Date:  Thu,  2 Apr  1998  20:23:47  EST 
From:  NACF  Swan  <NACFSwan(3aol . com> 

Sub j : NACF  News  Report:  AIM  Update 

p News  R G pO  P”t  r^jr^jr^j  rsj 

Native  American  Community  Forum 

aol : //4344 : 662 . ec_0058 . 5671322 . 572583457">Turtle  Island  Chat  Area 
& aol : //4344: 662 . ec_na8 . 5671275 . 572258010" >Turtle  Island... 
a gathering  of  Nations</A> 

NACF  TAIM:  Protest  by  San  Carlos  Apache  people  and  the  American  Indian 

Movement  at  11  am  Friday  April  3,  1998  at  the  BIA  building  in  Phoenix 
Arizona ....  it  is  in  the  Arizona  Center  on  5th  Street.  EVERYONE  who  can  make 
it  is  encouraged  to  come  and  show  their  support  for  the  Apache  people... 
there  will  be  a press  conference  also.... 

<<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>> 

Sub j : Vernon  Foster's  opening  ceremony  for  BOB 
Date:  98-04-02  11:45:40  EST 
From:  GrayDeer 

This  was 

<A  HREF= "http: //www. azcentral . com/ sport s/diamondbacks/0401ceremony . shtml"> 
Vernon  Foster's  open  ceremony  blessing</A>  given  Tuesday  night  March  31, 


1998,  before  the  opening  game  for  the  newly  formed  team,  the  Arizona 
Diamond  Backs,  at  Bank  One  Ball  Park  (BOB)  in  Phoenix,  AZ.  Vernon  Foster 
is  the  head  of  the  Arizona  AIM  Chapter. 

When  no  professional  or  school  team  needs  a racially  based  mascot  in  the 
defiance  of  the  wishes  of  that  minority  community  in  these  United  States, 
may  the  Creator  teach,  and  the  young  people  learn  that  all  men  and  women  in 
this  great  land  of  ours,  deserves  dignity,  honor  and  respect  for  each  other. 
First,  as  ourselves,  and  second  as  the  other. 

Remember  my  words,  and  find  strength  in  the  understanding  and  community 
that  I,  as  a representation  of  my  Indian  relatives,  wish  to  share  with  you. 
As  we  have  all  come  and  blessed  this  place  and  the  people  and  the  events 
that  shall  come  to  pass  here. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  extend  a very  special  blessing  to  the  youth  and 
the  future  - the  future  of  this  park,  and  the  future  generations  that  will 
come  here  to  watch  baseball  and  other  sports  played  here  in  the  new  stadium. 
I ask  that  the  Creator  provide  the  courage  and  wisdom  to  our  young  white, 
black,  Mexican  and  Asian  relatives  to  see  the  day  when  there  are  no  mascots 
that  characterize  Indian  people  as  objects  - not  fellow  humans. 

I ask  the  Creator  to  bring  the  day  forward  here  to  this  place,  the  Bank 
One  Ball  Park. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Vernon  Foster  has  given  permission  to  have  the  above,  posted  on  the 
Internet.  Local  television  coverage,  in  doing  repeat  coverage  of  the 
opening  events  has  shown  Mr.  Foster  giving  the  opening  blessing  in  his 
Indian  language,  but  conveniently  cut  out  his  English  version--even 
though  they  advertised  that  the  opening  ceremonies  would  be  rerun  in  there 
entirety ! 

<<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>> 

Below  please  find  a phone  number  in  NACF  TAIM's  letter  to  call  and  thank 
these  people  for  their  choice  of  Vernon  Foster  do  the  blessing  - politics 
and  all ! ! 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

Sub j : Support  of  Vernon  Foster 
Date:  98-04-02  19:51:27  EST 
From:  NACF  TAIM 

the  number  is  602-277-1900 

It  is  to  Calangalo's  offices,  I think... but  anyway ...  just  to  leave  message 
and  say  you  are  in  support  of  the  choice  of  Vernon  Foster....:) 

"RE : Remove  Andrew  Jackson  from  Springtime  Tallahassee"  

Date:  Thu,  2 Apr  1998  23:58:17  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : FLORIDA  AIM  DEMANDS  SPRINGTIME  TALLAHASSEE  REMOVE  ANDREW  JACKSON  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message: 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
March  30,  1998 

Contact  Mark  Madrid,  Information  Director 
Aimfl@aol . com 

The  American  Indian  Movement  of  Florida  has  consistently  denounced  the 
glorification  of  those  who  have  committed  genocide  against  the  Indigenous 
peoples  of  the  Western  Hemisphere.  In  the  United  States  those  who  have 
committed  heinous  crimes  against  the  original  peoples  have  consistently  been 
venerated  as  heros-such  as  Hernando  De  Soto,  Pizzaro,  Columbus,  Custer  and 
Andrew  Jackson.  Such  glorification  of  people  who  slaughtered  and 
participated  in  genocide  against  Indigenous  peoples  only  serves  to  glorify 
and  venerate  the  genocide  of  Indigenous  peoples  who  miraculously  have 
survived  the  505  years  of  genocidal  assaults  and  remain  a living  breathing 
peoples  and  cultures  to  this  very  day. 

Andrew  Jackson  participated  in,  devised,  and  lead  genocidal  assaults 
against  Indigenous  peoples-mostly  women  and  children,  during  his  murderous 
military  career.  As  President  Andrew  Jackson  defied  a Supreme  Court  order 


and  forced  the  relocation  of  thousands  of  Tsalagi,  Muskogee  and  other 
peoples  on  the  infamous  Trail  of  Tears  to  Oklahoma.  President  Jackson's 
legacy  was  well  understood  by  another  genocidal  maniac  Adolf  Hitler  who 
used  Jacksons  treatment  of  Indigenous  peoples  as  his  blueprint  for  his 
repugnant  genocidal  attacks  upon  the  Jewish  people  of  Europe. 

For  several  years  a group  of  dedicated  peoples  and  organizations  in  the 
Tallahassee  area  have  bravely  and  committedly  worked  to  convince  the 
leadership  of  Springtime  Tallahassee  to  remove  a genocidal  murderer  from 
the  celebration  and  celebrate  the  positive  things  Tallahassee  has  to  offer. 
Their  principled  and  disciplined  effort  has  been  effectively  rejected  by 
Springtime  Tallahassee  as  the  mass  murdering  thug  known  as  Andrew  Jackson 
remains  the  focus  of  the  celebration.  As  Florida  AIM  knows  that  their  is  no 
celebration  in  Tallahassee  for  Theodore  Bundy,  Jeffery  Dahmer,  Adolf 
Hitler,  or  Wayne  Gacy  and  there  never  will  be;  Florida  AIM  will  not  accept 
a celebration  in  honor  of  one  who  slaughtered  Indigenous  peoples. 

Florida  AIM  waited  for  hope  that  the  organizers  of  Springtime  Tallahassee 
would  remove  Jackson  due  to  the  sincere  efforts  of  good  people  in 
Tallahassee.  They  have  not  done  so.  Florida  AIM  now  demands  that  Jackson 
be  removed  from  the  celebration.  Florida  AIM  has  always  preferred  the 
dialogue  of  cooperation  to  the  rhetoric  of  confrontation.  However,  if 
Springtime  Tallahassee  does  not  remove  Andrew  Jackson  from  their 
celebration  Florida  AIM  will  be  forced  to  challenge  and  confront  the  parade 
as  we  did  the  Columbus  Quincentennial  events  in  Florida  and  the  Hernando 
Desoto-now  Florida  Heritage  Festival  in  Bradenton. 

We  call  upon  Springtime  Tallahassee  to  engage  in  serious  dialogue  now  and 
forgo  the  confrontations  that  dogged  the  De  Soto  festival.  The  choice  is 
theirs . 

ALL  MUST  RESIST  SO  THAT  NONE  ARE  LEFT  BEHIND 


Contacts : 

Springtime  Tallahassee 
P.0.  Box  1465 

Tallahassee,  FL  32302-1465 

Phone  - (850)224-5012 

Fax  - (850)224-0833 

Email  - springtime@talstar . com 

Mayor  Scott  Maddox  & City  Commissioners 

Phone  - (850)891-8181 

Email  - stetlerm@mail. ci.tlh.fi. us 

Editor  - Tallahassee  Democrat 
Email  - tdedit@tdo.infi.net 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

— "RE:  San  Francisco  Opposes  Ward  Valley  Dump"  

Date:  Tue,  Mar  31,  1998  1:21  PM  EDT 
From:  swvl@ctaz.com 

Sub j : SF  Board  of  Supervisors  Oppose  Proposed  Ward  Valley  Nuclear  Waste  Dump 
UUCP  email 

BAY  AREA  NUCLEAR  (BAN)  WASTE  COALITION 
2760  Golden  Gate 
an  Francisco,  California  94118 
(415)  752-8678  * 

(415)  868-2146 

http: //banwaste. envirolink. org 

WARD  VALLEY  ACTION  ALERT 

CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO  PASSES  RESOLUTION  OPPOSING  THE  PROPOSED 


WARD  VALLEY  NUCLEAR  WASTE  DUMP 

On  March  10,  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  Environmental  Commission 
unanimously  passed  a strong  resolution  opposing  the  proposed  Ward  Valley 
Nuclear  Dump.  Over  40  environmental  and  social  justice  organizations 
signed  onto  a letter  in  support  of  the  resolution.  The  Environmental 
Commission  sent  the  resolution  over  to  the  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  their  passage. 

On  March  30,  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors 
unanimously  passed  the  same  resolution.  The  resolution  was  introduced  by 
Supervisor  Gavin  Newsom. 

Call  Supervisor  Newsom  (415)  554-5942  and  Environmental  Commission 
President  Francesca  Vietor  (415)  474-0411  and  thank  them  for  their  support. 

Call  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein  (415)  536-6868  and  ask  her  to  support  the 
resolution.  Ask  the  candidates  in  California  governors  race  their  position 
on  the  proposed  dump  project. 

San  Francisco  now  joins  hundreds  of  cities  and  dozens  of  counties  across 
the  state  of  California,  and  hundreds  of  environmental  and  social  justice 
organizations  across  the  country  in  opposing  the  proposed  dump  site. 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors 

Supervisors:  Barbara  Kaufman,  Chairwoman,  Tom  Ammiano,  Sue  Berman,  Amos 
Brown,  Leslie  R.  Katz,  Dose  Medina,  Gavin  Newsom,  Mabel  Teng,  Michael  Yaki, 
Leland  Y.  Yee 

File  No.  98-0464 
March  30,  1998 

RESOLUTION  OPPOSING  THE  PROPOSED  BUILDING  OF  A NUCLEAR  WASTE 
FACILITY  IN  WARD  VALLEY,  CALIFORNIA 

WHEREAS,  Ward  Valley  is  located  22  miles  west  of  Needles,  California, 
in  the  Eastern  Mojave  Desert  region;  and, 

WHEREAS,  This  site  has  been  selected  by  the  State  of  California  to 
receive  low-level  radioactive  waste  from  commercial  nuclear  power 
plants,  hospitals,  industry  and  research  from  throughout  the  State, 
including  San  Francisco  County;  and 

WHEREAS,  Ward  Valley  would  most  likely  become  a national  nuclear 
dump  site  with  eighteen  states  having  already  expressed  interest  in  dumping 
at  Ward  Valley,  including  states  which  have  recently  decided  to  cancel 
or  delay  plans  for  facilities  in  their  own  regions;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  federally  mandated  1980  Low-Level  Radioactive  Waste 
Policy  Act  does  not  mandate  any  particular  technology;  and, 

WHEREAS,  All  six  of  the  nation's  active  and  inactive  low-level 
radioactive  waste  facilities  are  leaking,  and  nuclear  waste  dumps  in 
Sheffield,  Illinois;  Maxey  Flats,  Kentucky;  West  Valley,  New  York; 

Barnwell,  South  Carolina;  Richland,  Washington;  and  Beatty,  Nevada,  have 
released  radioactive  materials  into  the  surrounding  ecosystem;  and, 

WHEREAS,  All  of  these  facilities  use  shallow,  unlined  trenches  as 
their  method  of  disposal;  and, 

WHEREAS,  US  Ecology,  the  contractor  selected  to  construct  the  Ward 
Valley  facility,  has  built  and  operated  four  of  the  currently  leaking 
nuclear  dumps;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Ward  Valley  radioactive  waste  facility  is  proposing  shallow 
land  burial  in  unlined  trenches  as  a method  of  disposal;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Scientists  with  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  have 
warned  that  radioactive  wastes  buried  there  could  eventually  contaminate 
the  Colorado  River  through  five  subsurface  pathways;  and, 

WHEREAS,  A report  by  the  California  State  Controller  found  that 
clean-up  costs  from  leakage  at  the  Ward  Valley  facility  could  be  as  much 
as  $500  million,  with  the  majority  of  these  costs  being  assumed  by 
California  taxpayers;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  dump  is  proposed  for  an  area  that  is  directly  above  a 
major  aquifer,  18  miles  from  the  Colorado  River,  in  the  midst  of 
critical  habitat  for  the  federally-listed  threatened  desert  tortoise  and 


on  land  considered  sacred  territory  by  five  Native  American  tribes;  and, 

WHEREAS,  In  May,  1997,  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency's 
National  Environmental  Justice  Advisory  Committee  expressed  its  concerns 
about  the  violation  of  environmental  justice  mandates  posed  by  the  Ward 
Valley  proposal;  and, 

WHEREAS,  A December,  1997  report  by  economics  Professor  Gregory 
Hayden,  of  the  University  of  Nebraska  concludes  that  a 89  percent  decline 
in  the  volume  of  low-level  radioactive  waste  has  occurred  in  the  last 
sixteen  years  and  that  due  to  excess  capacity  at  existing  dumps  the  Ward 
Valley  facility  is  neither  necessary  nor  would  it  be  economically  viable; 
and, 

WHEREAS,  According  to  a July,  1997  United  States  Congressional 
Research  Service  Report,  as  much  as  90  percent  of  the  radioactivity 
proposed  for  burial  at  Ward  Valley  would  come  from  nuclear  power  plants, 
including  cesium,  strontium,  plutonium  and  other  long  lasting  radionuclide 
now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  opposes  the 
proposed  Ward  Valley  nuclear  waste  dump;  and  be  it 

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  That  a copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  San  Francisco  County's  Congressional 
Delegation  and  California  Governor  Pete  Wilson  stating  the  opposition  of 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  tot  he  proposed  Ward  Valley 
radioactive  waste  repository. 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http: //banwaste. envirolink. org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

"RE : Peace  & Dignity  Journey"  

Date:  Thu,  2 Apr  1998  10:10:41  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : Peace  & Dignity  Journey- -Ward  Valley  to  San  Pedro  Run 

UUCP  email 

PEACE  & DIGNITY  JOURNEY  --  WARD  VALLEY  TO  SAN  PEDRO  RUN 
April  12,  1998  thru  April  19,  1998 

In  1992,  while  the  world  was  set  to  celebrate  the  500th  anniversary  of 
the  so-called  discovery  of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  Itzachilatlan,  Abya 
Yala,  Turtle  Island,  a run  was  being  planned  to  bring  to  the  forefront  the 
memory  of  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  western  hemisphere.  A PEACE  & 
DIGNITY  TRANSCONTINENTAL  RUN  was  conducted.  It  began  simultaneously  from 
the  tips  of  north  and  south  America  and  came  together  in  the  middle  at  the 
sacred  site  of  the  Pyramid  of  the  Sun  in  Teotihuacan,  Mexico.  It  was  run 
as  a prayer  and  to  bring  together  the  original  nations  and  peoples  of  the 
continents.  The  run  brought  together  many  first  nations  peoples  and 
Elders  and  the  confederation  of  the  Eagle  and  the  Condor.  One  People  One 
Continent  was  formed.  Four  years  later,  in  1996,  once  again  a 
transcontinental  Peace  and  Dignity  Run  was  completed.  The  prayers  from 
these  runs  continues  with  the  struggles  that  we  face  as  indigenous  peoples 
The  Ward  Valley  Run  is  a continuance  of  the  prayer  that  began  in  1992;  to 
bring  unity,  to  bring  peace  and  dignity,  to  defend  and  protect  our  sacred 
Mother  Earth,  and  to  bring  hope  for  future  generations. 

It  is  with  much  respect  and  hope  that  you  accept  this  invitation  to 
support  indigenous  peoples  rights  to  live  with  Peace  and  Dignity  while 
trying  to  protect  our  sacred  Mother  Earth.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  a 
run  of  support  will  be  conducted  beginning  in  Ward  Valley  on  Sunday,  April 


12,  1998  and  ending  Sunday,  April  19,  1998  in  San  Pedro.  The  following  is 
a tentative  schedule  for  the  run. 

Sunday,  April  12  Beginning  ceremony  and  blessing  of  the  staffs  and 

runners,  (at  Ward  Valley) 

Monday,  April  13  Sunrise  start  of  run  to  Blythe,  Tlahtokan  (prayers, 

talking,  planning) 

Tuesday,  April  14  Sunrise  start  of  run  to  Torres-Martinez  Reservation, 

Tlahtokan 

Wednesday,  April  15  Sunrise  start  of  run  to  Morrongo  Reservation,  Tlahtokan 

Thursday,  April  16  Sunrise  start  of  run  to  San  Manuel/Sherman  Indian  School, 

Tlahtokan 

Friday,  April  17  Sunrise  start  of  run  to  Chino,  Tlahtokan 

Saturday,  April  18  Sunrise  start  of  run  to  Los  Angeles,  Tlahtokan  (downtown 

streets  will  be  closed  off) 

Sunday,  April  19  Closing  ceremony.  TLAHTOKAN 

There  are  many  other  concerns  and  situations  such  as  the  Mexican 
government's  attack  on  the  traditional  Mayan  people  in  the  state  of  Chiapas 
and  the  desecration  Tongva  burial  sites  in  Los  Angeles  as  well  as  many  other 
environmental  and  human  rights  violations.  A Tlahtokan  (gathering  of 
Elders)  will  be  held  at  the  end  of  the  run  at  Angles  Gate  in  San  Pedro. 

For  more  information  call:  A1  Gonzales  909/590-2498 

INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  ALLIANCE 

Tonatierra  POB  24009  Phoenix,  AZ  85074  602/254-5230 

Aztlan/Tonatierra  POB  2217  Montclair,  CA  91763  909/590-2498 

CONIC  --  Council  of  Indigenous  Nations  and  Organizations  of  the  Continent 

Save  Ward  Valley 

107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http: //banwaste. envirolink. org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

"RE : UN  on  Indigenous  Rights"  

Date:  Fri,  3 Apr  1998  20:34:09  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : UN  on  Indigenous  Rights 

Forwarded  message: 

UN  Press  release  27  March  1998  (part  of  27th  march) 

COMMISSION  ON  HUMAN  RIGHTS  CONTINUES  DEBATE  ON  INDIGENOUS  RIGHTS 
Senior  Mexican  Official  Defends  Country's  Record  Regarding  Indigenous 
People 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  Mexico  told  the 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  this  morning  that  the  promotion  and  protection 
of  indigenous  rights  was  a fundamental  part  of  Mexico's  policy.  The 
comments  by  the  official.  Carmen  Romero,  came  as  the  Commission  continued  a 
general  debate  on 
indigenous  issues. 

According  to  Ms.  Moreno,  there  were  56  ethnic  groups  and  71  indigenous 


languages  spoken  in  Mexico.  She  said  that  although  many  indigenous  peoples 
still  lived  in  poverty,  backwardness  and  marginalization,  the  Government 
had  undertaken  to  promote  economic  and  social  development,  especially  in 
indigenous  areas,  while  strengthening  the  rule  of  law. 

During  the  discussion,  representatives  of  Governments  and  non-governmental 
organizations  (NGOs)  expressed  support  for  the  establishment  of  a permanent 
forum  for  indigenous  people  within  the  United  Nations  system.  The 
Commission  also  hear  calls  for  the  quick  conclusion  of  a draft  declaration 
on  the  rights  of  the  indigenous  currently  under  discussion. 

Statements  were  made  by  representatives  of  Peru,  Ukraine,  Argentina, 

Chile,  New  Zealand,  Estonia,  Spain,  Canada  and  Russian  Federation.  The 
International  Labour  Office  (ILO)  and  World  Health  Organization  (WHO)  also 
took  the  floor,  as  did  the  representatives  of  the  following  NGOs:  Indian 
Law  Resource  Centre,  International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  Franciscans 
International,  International  Educational  Development,  International 
Movement  Against  All  Forms  of  Discrimination  and  Racism,  Indian  Movement 
Tupaj  Amaru,  International  Organization  of  Indigenous  Resource  Development, 
Inuit  Circumpolar  Conference,  World  Council  of  Churches,  American 
Association  of  Jurists,  International  Work  Group  for  Indigenous  Affairs, 
Asian  Buddhists  Conference  for  Peace  and  Anti-Slavery  International. 

Statement  by  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  Mexico 

CARMEN  MORENO,  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  Mexico, 
said  the  promotion  and  protection  of  indigenous  rights  was  a fundamental 
part  of  Mexico's  policy.  Mexico  was  a nation  with  indigenous  roots  and 
diversity  was  its  main  characteristic . There  were  56  ethnic  groups  and  71 
indigenous  languages  spoken  in  Mexico.  However,  many  indigenous  peoples 
still  lived  in  poverty,  backwardness  and  marginalization.  The  Government 
had  undertaken  to  promote  economic  and  social  development,  especially  in 
indigenous  areas,  while  strengthening  the  rule  of  law.  Poverty  was  part  of 
the  reality  of  Mexico,  but  the  Government  had  decided  that  it  would  not  be 
part  of  its  destiny.  It  was  still  necessary  to  effectively  implement  the 
rights  of  everyone  to  all  opportunities. 

Mexico  had  undertaken  constitutional  reforms,  as  well  as  reforms  for 
Chiapas,  and  the  Government  was  complying  with  the  agreement  of  San  Andre's 
which  stipulated  that  the  conflict  in  that  area  should  be  resolved  without 
violence  and  with  dialogue,  Ms.  Moreno  continued.  The  indigenous  people 
had  the  right  to  associate  freely  and  could  participate  in  their  economic 
and  social  development. 

Their  marginalization  was  not  new  --  the  Government  did  not  expect  to 
solve  500  years  of  injustice  in  a few  months?  time.  But  Mexico  had  been 
the  first  country  in  the  region  to  establish  a multi-cultural  and  multi- 
ethnic policy. 

Ms.  Moreno  said  some  non-governmental  organizations  (NGOs)  claimed  that 
the  conflict  and  poverty  in  Chiapas  were  the  result  of  the  economic 
restructuring  policy  and  the  free  trade  agreement  with  North  America.  In 
fact,  the  Chiapas  conflict  had  been  manipulated:  there  had  been  attempts 
to  use  it  to  stop  the  economic  policy  reforms  and  free  trade  policies  of 
the  Government.  Mexico  wanted  NGOs  to  be  part  of  the  solution  for  the 
conflict  in  Chiapas,  not  part  of  the  problem.  It  was  true  that  the 
indigenous  people  had  been  victims  of  historic  injustice,  but  the 
Government  was  trying  to  restructure  the  economy  and  participate  in  the 
world  market.  Already  the  GovernmentPs  economic  policy  was  having  positive 
results . 

PABLO  ROMO,  of  Franciscans  International,  said  acts  of  non-respect  of  the 
rights  of  indigenous  peoples  had  continued  despite  the  efforts  made  by  the 
international  community.  Concern  was  particularly  acute  in  relation  to 
regions  where  the  economic  situation  of  indigenous  peoples  was  precarious. 
The  right  to  development  of  those  peoples  had  been  hampered  by  various 
reasons,  while  remedies,  such  as  basic  constitutional  changes  made  by  some 
States,  did  not  take  into  account  the  wills  and  the  desires  of  indigenous 
peoples.  In  many  cases,  legislation  ignored  specific  problems  of  those 
peoples;  furthermore,  impunity  for  violators  of  the  rights  of  the 
indigenous  peoples  persisted.  The  lack  of  access  to  communication,  and  the 


monopoly  of  media  in  the  hands  of  governments,  had  limited  the 
consciousness  of  the  indigenous  peoples.  In  addition,  military  occupation 
had  destroyed  the  lives  of  the  indigenous  in  a number  of  places  in  Latin 
America.  The  22  December  1997  incident  in  Chiapas,  Mexico,  as  well  as 
other  violations  of  indigenous  rights,  often  went  unpunished. 

KAREN  PARKER,  of  International  Educational  Development,  said  the 
situation  of  the  indigenous  people  of  Mexico  had  continued  to  deteriorate 
after  the  horrifying  December  massacre  of  Tzotzil  Indians  in  their  village 
in  Chiapas.  Two  groups  in  Chiapas  were  especially  affected:  people 
forcibly  relocated  or  displaced  by  paramilitary  groups  and  national  armed 
forces;  and  women  who  suffered  from  sexual  aggression  and  intimidation  at 
the  hands  of  military  forces.  The  Government  should  withdraw  military  and 
paramilitary  forces  from  the  Chiapas  region  and  other  areas  in  Mexico  and 
should  implement  the  San  Andre's  Accords. 

The  representative  went  on  to  say  that  the  American  Government  had 
continued  weapons  testing  involving  depleted  uranium  in  Alaska,  despite 
pleas  from  109  Indian  Nations  in  that  state  to  stop.  In  Hawaii,  meanwhile, 
the  United  States  and  the  state  government  actively  sought  to  suppress  the 
sovereignty  movement  of  the  Na  Kanaka  Maoli  (Hawaiian)  people.  The  United 
States  and  the  state  government  had  committed  gross  violations  of  the 
human  rights  of  the  Na  Kanaka  Maoli  people. 

CARLOS  ANDRES  PEREZ,  of  the  American  Association  of  Jurists,  welcomed  the 
Commission's  adoption  of  a specific  agenda  item  on  indigenous  peoples. 

This  was  justice  for  a large  portion  of  mankind  which  had  long  been 
forgotten,  he  said.  The  Commission  should  adopt  a resolution  to  create  an 
ad  hoc  group  composed  of  representatives  of  indigenous  peoples  and 
Governments  which  would  submit  to  the  Commission  next  year  a report  on  a 
permanent  forum  for  the  indigenous  peoples  within  the  United  Nations.  The 
participation  of  the  indigenous  people  in  the  inter-sessional  working 
group  on  indigenous  people  should  be  strengthened,  and  the  mandate  of  the 
group  renewed. 

The  American  Association  of  Jurists,  he  continued,  was  concerned  about 
the  situation  of  indigenous  peoples  in  many  Latin  American  countries, 
where  they  suffered  a constant  deterioration  of  their  economic  and  social 
rights.  In  Mexico,  paramilitary  groups  and  the  army  continued  to  carry  out 
mass  murders,  kidnappings  and  forced  disappearances.  In  Colombia,  the 
leaders  of  indigenous  peoples  were  murdered  and  there  was  intimidation  and 
threats.  In  Ecuador,  transnational  corporations  continued  to  violate  the 
rights  of  indigenous  peoples  without  the  State  adopting  measures  to  stop  it. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : US  Cities  in  International  Day  of  Action" 

Date:  Sun,  5 Apr  1998  15:17:42  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "moonlight@igc.apc.org"  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : US  Cities  in  International  Day  of  Action  on  April  10th 

UUCP  email 

Companeros  y Companeras, 

Here  is  the  list  of  cities  that  have  confirmed  to  organize  actions  on  April 
10th.  We  are  expecting  more  to  come  forward  in  the  next  couple  of  days.  If 
you  do  not  see  your  city  on  the  list,  PLEASE  ORGANIZE  SOMETHING  at  the 
Consulate  nearest  you  or  other  appropriate  targets.  Also  please  do  not 
forget  to  phone,  fax  and  email  the  White  House  on  the  10th,  or  participate 
in  the  day  of  electronic  civil  disobedience. 

Through  these  coordinated  nationwide  actions,  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
send  a powerful  message  that  we  will  not  tolerate  further  bloodshed  in 
Chiapas  and  the  elimination  of  the  Zapatistas!  TODOS  SOMOS  ZAPATISTAS! 


If  you  would  like  more  information  about  the  actions  on  April  10th,  the 
NCDM's  campaign  "In  the  Spirit  of  Zapata  & the  Massacred  of  Acteal,  please 
call  (800)  405-7770/(213)  254-9550. 

La  Lucha  Sigue, 

NCDLD 

US  Cities  to  Hold  Actions  on  April  10rh 

1.  Los  Angeles,  CA 

2.  San  Francisco,  CA 

3.  Sacramento,  CA 

4.  Portland,  OR 

5.  El  Paso,  TX 

6.  Chicago,  ILL 

7.  Tucson,  AZ 

8.  New  York,  NY 

9.  Atlanta,  GA 

10.  Cleveland,  OH 

11.  Asheville,  NC 

12.  Phoenix,  AZ 

13.  Denver,  CO 

14.  Louisville,  KY 

15.  Houston,  TX 

16.  Albuquerque,  NM 

"RE : Traditional  Hopi  Resist  Sewer  System"  

Date:  5:32  PM  Apr  3,  1998 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Traditional  Hopi  resist  sewer  system 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail.com> 

The  following  is  from  Phoenix  New  Times 

http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/1998/current/feature2-l.html 

If  you  have  a web  browser,  please  visit  that  site.  For  those  with  only 

email  internet  access,  it  is  reproduced  below. 


For  nearly  a century,  fiercely  traditional  Hopi  Indians  in  the  village  of 
Hotevilla  have  struggled  against  the  U.S.  government  and  their  own  tribe 
in  an  effort  to  preserve  their  ancient  culture  and  protect  their  religious 
beliefs . 

When  Hotevilla  was  established  as  a haven  for  traditionalists  in  1906, 
the  dispute  centered  on  the  villagers'  refusal  to  send  their  children  to 
government  schools.  Through  the  years,  the  specifics  have  changed  --  from 
the  creation  of  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  in  1934  to  an  attempt  in  1968  to 
bring  electricity  to  the  village. 

In  1998,  the  issue  is  toilets.  The  small  group  of  remaining 
traditionalists  is  challenging  a million-dollar  sewer  system  that  has 
finally  brought  indoor  plumbing  to  dozens  of  homes  on  the  isolated  mesa  in 
northern  Arizona. 

The  traditional  Hopi,  led  by  a 105-year-old  village  elder,  say  the  sewer 
system  --a  series  of  pipes  that  lead  from  homes  on  the  mesa  to  a large 
sewage-treatment  pond  at  its  base  --  was  built  in  violation  of  federal 
environmental  laws.  Moreover,  they  say  the  pipes  are  smack  in  the  midst  of 
a sacred  burial  ground  and  that  the  underground  plumbing  is  blocking  the 
path  of  their  prayers  to  the  Creator.  This  obstacle  to  spiritual 
communication,  they  contend,  is  causing  huge  problems  worldwide,  including 
El  Nino  and  the  threat  of  armed  conflict  with  Iraq.  The  group  believes 
that  if  the  pipes  are  allowed  to  remain  in  the  ground,  they  could  even 
portend  the  end  of  life  on  Earth. 

For  decades  these  traditional  Hopi  have  shunned  any  sort  of  government 
handout  or  program.  They've  refused  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the  U.S. 
government  and  especially  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council,  which  was  created  by 
the  feds.  They  declined  to  participate  in  public  hearings  on  the  sewer 
project  because  the  meetings  were  government-sponsored . 


But  in  its  effort  to  preserve  its  cultural  heritage  and  eschew  the 
government,  the  Hopi  group  is  making  good  use  of  government  institutions 
and  modern  technology.  They  have  pushed  their  legal  challenge  of  the  sewer 
system  all  the  way  to  the  Ninth  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  and  may  take 
it  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  Last  week,  the  Ninth  Circuit  rejected  their 
legal  arguments,  ruling  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  is  sovereign  and  immune  from 
lawsuits.  Normally,  the  government-shunning  traditionalists  would  welcome 
a ruling  that  said  the  tribe  was  immune  from  outside  interference.  But  now, 
they  say,  they  will  file  an  appeal  with  the  nation's  highest  court. 

Friends  off  the  reservation  have  designed  a sophisticated  Web  site  aimed 
at  spreading  the  traditional  Hopi ' s broader  message  of  saving  the  planet 
and  humanity  through  sound  environmental  practices  and  civility.  The  Web 
site,  a 1995  book  on  Hotevilla  and  other  homespun  publicity  attempts  have 
brought  in  some  cash  for  the  lawsuit,  although  their  Phoenix  attorney, 
Howard  Shanker,  says  his  expenses  have  barely  been  covered. 

And  though  traditionalists'  numbers  have  dwindled  --  elders  die,  people 
leave  the  reservation  and  young  Hopi  embrace  modern  ways  --  the 
traditionalists'  passion  has  never  faded.  Through  the  years,  their  leaders 
have  suffered  imprisonment  in  crude  government  guardhouses.  The  men  of  the 
village  were  locked  up  in  Alcatraz  for  a year.  In  more  recent  times, 
they've  thrown  themselves  in  the  path  of  bulldozers  and  laid  down  in  open 
construction  trenches  to  stop  water  and  sewer  projects.  They've  gone 
against  their  own  family  members,  a difficult  decision  in  a society 
organized  around  clans  and  lineage. 

Current  Hopi  Tribal  Council  leaders  didn't  return  phone  calls  for  this 
story.  That's  okay  with  the  traditionalists,  who  want  their  story  to  be 
understood  their  way. 

"We  settled  down  here  with  a purpose  to  be  who  we  are,  as  a traditional 
Hopi  group,"  says  Dan  Evehema,  who  at  105  years  old  is  the  eldest  elder  in 
Hotevilla.  "That  was  our  choice. 

"We  want  outside  to  leave  us  alone  --  the  tribal  government  as  well  as 
the  U.S.  government.  They  have  no  authority  here." 

To  understand  the  present,  you  must  first  learn  about  the  past.  That  is 
the  Hopi  way,  says  Vernon  Masayesva,  a former  tribal  chairman  who  was  born 
and  raised  in  Hotevilla  [pronounced  HOAT-villah] . So  before  Masayesva, 
who's  relocated  to  the  Valley  and  is  not  a part  of  the  traditionalist 
group,  will  comment  on  the  latest  political  brouhaha  in  his  village,  he 
explains  the  history  of  Hotevilla  over  a cup  of  coffee  at  a Scottsdale 
cafe.  It's  a story  that  also  can  be  found  in  various  books  and  reports 
about  the  Hopi  Tribe,  as  well  as  a 1995  tome  co-authored  by  Evehema  and 
published  by  the  California-based  Touch  the  Earth  Foundation 
(Kc4behopi@aol . com) . 

Anthropologists  believe  the  area  of  northern  Arizona  that  contains  the 
Hopi  reservation  has  been  occupied  for  as  long  as  10,000  years,  and 
continuously  occupied  for  at  least  2,000  years.  The  sewer  outfall  pipeline 
and  sewage  lagoon  sit  amid  ancient  farms  and  fields  and  orchards.  Some 
pipes  are  located  near  petroglyphs. 

Hotevilla  itself  took  root  in  1906,  after  disagreements  between  the 
traditionalists  and  the  "progressives"  in  the  village  of  Old  Oraibi  came 
to  a somewhat  violent  head. 

Hotevilla  itself  took  root  in  1906,  after  disagreements  between  the 
traditionalists  and  the  "progressives"  in  the  village  of  Old  Oraibi  came 
to  a somewhat  violent  head. 

Traditionalists  had  for  several  years  refused  to  send  their  children  to 
government  schools  in  nearby  Kearns  Canyon.  The  more  progressive  Hopi 
embraced  education  and  Christianity;  the  traditionalists  held  fast  to  the 
Hopi  religion  and  opposed  any  government  but  their  own  long-established 
village  hierarchy,  which  is  organized  around  clans  and  recognizes  a 
village  chief. 

Late  on  a September  day  in  1906,  a serious  argument  ensued. 
Traditionalists  were  dragged  from  their  homes  by  their  hair  and  marched  to 
the  edge  of  the  village.  The  progressives  and  traditionalists  had  decided 
to  split,  and  the  traditionalists  were  the  ones  leaving.  According  to 
Evehema 's  book,  Yukiuma,  the  charismatic  traditionalist  leader,  stood  at 
the  edge  of  Oraibi  and  drew  a line  in  the  dirt  with  his  foot.  He  said. 


"From  here  on,  all  the  land  is  under  my  care.  You  in  Oraibi  will  have  only 
the  village."  Then  he  stepped  over  the  line  and  headed  west. 

Evehema  is  the  only  Hotevilla  resident  alive  today  who  witnessed  the 
breakup  of  the  old  village  and  the  founding  of  the  new  one.  He  was  13 
years  old,  and  his  father  was  among  those  who  a few  years  earlier  had  been 
held  in  the  federal  prison  on  the  San  Francisco  Bay  island  of  Alcatraz 
because  he  wouldn't  send  his  son  to  a government  school.  Evehema  remembers 
being  herded  from  the  village  by  progressives  who  taunted  the  departing 
villagers.  He  says  they  weren't  even  allowed  to  collect  most  of  their 
belongings . 

Yukiuma  actually  meant  to  lead  his  followers  to  a more  distant  spot,  but 
bad  weather  and  a lack  of  supplies  forced  the  group  to  set  up  what  was  to 
be  a temporary  camp  on  Third  Mesa.  Masayesva  says  the  villagers  who  had 
been  driven  from  Old  Oraibi  didn't  have  enough  food  to  get  much  farther, 
so  they  decided  to  make  a temporary  village  until  they  could  harvest  crops 
and  possibly  retrieve  some  of  their  possessions.  People  put  up  makeshift 
homes  that  eventually  became  permanent,  which  is  why  the  village  is 
scattered  today,  not  well-planned  and  laid  out  like  other  Hopi  villages, 
he  says. 

People  soon  became  comfortable  with  the  site;  Hotevilla  had  ample  water 
and  fertile  ground  and  still  has  the  best-producing  farms  on  the 
reservation . 

Dissent  took  hold  early  in  Hotevilla.  A group  of  traditionalists  soon 
tried  to  return  to  Oraibi  but  was  rejected.  It  headed  back  toward 
Hotevilla  but  stopped  short  and  instead  established  Bacabi,  a village 
whose  residents  were  willing  to  accept  some  things  from  the  government. 
Bacabi  got  a sewer  system  years  ago. 

"Yukiuma 's  group  outright  rejected  anything  the  government  had  to  offer, 
including  schools,"  Masayesva  says. 

The  traditionalists  were  called  "hostiles"  because  of  their  animosity 
toward  the  federal  government.  Other  Hopi  believed  that  the  best  way  to 
preserve  their  culture  was  to  work  with  the  government  and  become  educated. 
They  became  known  as  "friendlies." 

But  flaws  in  Hotevilla 's  religious  and  social  structure  created  a 
serious  weakness  that  Hotevilla,  despite  its  intention  to  follow  a 
traditional  line,  has  never  quite  resolved,  Masayesva  says. 

In  Hopi  culture,  it  is  the  Bear  Clan  that  produces  the  spiritual  and 
moral  leaders  of  the  village.  But  Hotevilla  was  established  by  the  Fire 
Clan  (which  is  Masayesva 's  clan),  and  the  traditional  religious  system  was 
shattered  because  the  necessary  rituals  couldn't  be  carried  out,  Masayesva 
says . 

Yukiuma 's  personal  force  held  the  village  together  for  many  years,  says 
Masayesva,  but  when  he  died,  there  was  no  one  anointed  --  or  strong  enough 
--  to  take  his  place. 

"As  the  years  went  by,  the  adherence  to  the  original  mission  weakened, 
and  no  one  had  the  strength  to  bind  the  people  together,"  Masayesva  says. 
"The  village  just  sort  of  operated  from  day  to  day.  Even  today  there  is 
not  a clearly  recognized  leader." 

In  the  1930s,  the  federal  government  urged  the  Hopi  to  form  a tribal 
council,  a departure  from  the  traditional  system  in  which  each  of  the 
dozen  Hopi  villages  governed  itself.  Only  about  15  percent  of  the  Hopi 
participated  in  the  election,  but  a tribal  government  was  put  in  place 
anyway,  according  to  the  Evehema  book.  Decades  later,  the  Hotevilla 
Village  Board  was  formed  as  a mechanism  to  accept  grant  money  from  the 
council  and  the  government,  but  Masayesva  says  it  has  never  been  intended 
as  a village  governing  body. 

Masayesva  remembers  a similar  dust-up  over  electricity,  something  that 
the  village  rejected  about  30  years  ago  when  traditionalists  had  more 
political  sway  in  the  village.  Other  Hopi  villages  had  electricity  and 
kids  wanted  to  watch  TV,  he  says.  So  Hotevilla  residents  bought  TVs  they 
could  plug  into  the  cigarette  lighters  of  their  cars  and  trucks.  Then 
they'd  drive  to  the  edge  of  the  mesa  in  the  evenings  to  get  the  best 
reception.  "There'd  be  a long  line  of  cars  lined  up  on  the  mesa  with  the 
antennas  pointed  at  the  San  Francisco  Peaks,"  Masayesva  recalls. 

But  the  village  still  valued  its  simple  ways,  and  the  Hopi  Foundation 


came  up  with  a plan  to  provide  homes  with  solar  power,  thwarting  the  need 
for  electrical  transmission  lines.  Masayesva  believes  Hotevilla  is  the 
largest  solar-powered  community  in  the  nation. 

If  we  remain  strong  and  firmly  rooted, 
we  will  not  be  reshaped, 

whereas  others  will  slump  because  they  are  rootless. 

So  when  the  tests  come, 

we  must  possess  the  strength  to  preserve  ourselves. 

-Translation  of  Hopi  prophecy,  from  traditionalists'  Web  site 

The  Hopi  religion  is  draconian. 

"People  say  the  Hopis  walk  on  the  edge  of  a sharp  knife  while  the 
Christians  walk  on  a broad  path,"  Masayesva  says.  "If  you  fall  down  in  the 
Christian  religion,  you  can  confess  and  get  back  up  again.  With  the  Hopis, 
once  you  fall  off,  you  can't  get  back  on  again." 

Leaders  are  special  in  the  Hopi  culture  and  must  be  properly  enthroned 
through  strict  religious  rules  and  rites.  Evehema  and  other 
traditionalists  who  have  taken  the  lead  on  battling  the  sewer  project  do 
not  claim  to  be  "leaders"  and  are  almost  shy  about  finding  themselves  in 
the  spotlight. 

Evehema  "is  not  a leader,"  says  Masayesva.  "He  is  just  a man  who  is 
totally  convinced  that  we  are  headed  in  the  wrong  direction,  that  we  have 
broken  the  covenant." 

The  covenant  is  the  pact  that  traditionalist  Hopi  believe  was  made 
nearly  1,000  years  ago  with  the  Creator.  Evehema' s book,  Hotevilla:  Hopi 
Shrine  of  the  Covenant,  Microcosm  of  the  World,  explains  the  arrangement 
in  nearly  600  pages  of  history,  philosophy  and  spiritual  guidance. 

Co-authored  by  Native  American  scholar  Thomas  E.  Mails,  the  book  begins 
with  this  question.  "Is  it  possible,  probable,  even  logical  that  an 
endangered  species  without  federal  protection-five  elderly  native  people, 
supported  by  perhaps  fifteen  younger  men  and  women,  living  the  simplest  of 
lives  in  a remote  village  in  Northern  Arizona-hold  in  their  hands  the  fate 
of  the  Americas  and  perhaps  even  of  the  entire  world?" 

"Implausible  as  it  seems,"  Mails  and  Evehema  write,  "this  little  village 
may  at  this  moment-and  for  a long  time  to  come-be  the  most  important  place 
in  the  world . " 

Evehema  and  his  supporters  believe  that  in  A.D.  1100,  Maasaw,  the 
guardian  spirit  of  the  Earth,  entrusted  the  fate  of  the  world  to  the  Hopi. 
Maasaw  gave  the  Hopi  numerous  prophecies  and  expected  them  to  become,  as 
the  book  puts  it,  a "network  of  loyal  servant  people."  The  Hopi  were 
initially  just  charged  with  watching  out  for  North  America.  But  as  the 
"aboriginal  loyalists"  in  other  lands  have  become  extinct,  the  Hopi  elders 
have  had  to  take  responsibility  for  those  countries,  too,  the  book  says. 

"When  Hopi  makes  a commitment,  he  makes  a commitment  to  the  whole  world, 
not  just  the  Hopi  people,"  says  Emery  Holmes  Sr.,  a Hopi  medicine  man. 
Holmes,  a younger  man  who  appears  to  be  in  his  40s,  has  become  the  quasi- 
official spokesman  for  the  traditionalist  group.  Holmes,  Evehema  and 
another  elder,  Martin  Gashweseoma,  are  the  three  traditionalists  who  are 
plaintiffs  in  the  lawsuit  challenging  the  sewer  project. 

To  that  end,  Evehema  and  his  allies  have  traveled  to  United  Nations 
meetings  four  times-as  set  out  in  the  prophecies-to  preach  their 
environmental  message. 

Gashweseoma,  who  is  Masayesva 's  uncle,  is  the  keeper  of  the  sacred 
tablets  that  explain  the  prophecies  and  the  covenant.  In  fact,  the 
Mails/Evehema  book  describes  a holy  object-a  "marker"-vital  to  the 
covenant,  the  prophecies  and  the  fate  of  the  world  and  known  only  to  the 
most  trusted  elders,  that  is  buried  somewhere  in  Hotevilla.  The 
traditionalists  are  worried  that  the  object  will  be  damaged  if  sewer  and 
water  systems  continue  to  be  built. 

Still,  Holmes  says,  the  sewer  project  has  disturbed  other  sacred  areas, 
including  a burial  site  that  held  fetuses,  umbilical  cords  and  other 
remains  of  dead  babies.  Women  from  the  village  who  were  having  a hard  time 
conceiving  would  go  to  the  site  and  pray,  he  says,  and  often  would  have 
their  prayers  answered. 


"I  think  we  should  all  realize  that  culture  is  the  most  important  thing, 
" Holmes  says.  "But  you  can't  mix  the  Hopi  culture,  the  Hopi  way  . . . 
with  the  white  man's  government.  They  don't  go  together. 

"As  a people,  we're  trying  to  walk  away  and  follow  the  white  man's  way 
and  that's  not  our  way.  And  when  it's  too  late,  who  is  going  to  pay  for 
it?  Our  children." 

The  sewer  project  has  been  in  the  works  since  about  1989.  It  was  funded 
with  a $759,000  grant  from  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  and  then 
the  Indian  Health  Service  and  the  tribe  chipped  in  about  another  $250,000, 
according  to  federal  officials. 

Construction  began  in  the  early  1990s,  but  stopped  when  federal  budget 
cutbacks  led  to  a shortage  of  government  labor.  The  Hopi  Tribe  took  it  up 
again  a year  later  and  finally  finished  the  system  in  1996.  It's  hard  to 
tell  how  many  people  in  the  village  have  actually  taken  advantage  of  the 
offered  conveniences;  the  traditionalists  say  only  a few  homes  have  hooked 
up,  village  community  development  officials  who  operate  the  system  say 
about  60  homes  are  using  it  and  an  IHS  spokesman  says  about  120  homes  are 
connected.  The  facility  plan  anticipated  more  than  200  homes  connecting  to 
the  system,  at  a cost  to  homeowners  of  about  $14  a month. 

The  sewage-treatment  lagoon  covers  about  five  acres  at  the  base  of  the 
mesa,  a spot  where  the  IHS  says  villagers  used  to  dump  their  waste  anyway. 
About  4.5  miles  of  sewer  line,  mostly  buried,  lead  up  the  side  of  the  mesa 
alongside  ancient  petroglyphs  and  into  the  village.  Eighty-nine  manholes 
in  the  form  of  four-foot-high  concrete  conduits  are  scattered  through  the 
village  and  farm  area. 

Three  years  ago,  after  construction  was  nearly  finished  but  before  the 
sewer  was  operating,  the  traditionalists  were  introduced  to  Phoenix  lawyer 
Howard  Shanker,  a former  Justice  Department  attorney  who  specializes  in 
environmental  law.  Shanker  and  his  wife,  Tamara  Crites  Shanker,  also  an 
attorney,  decided  to  take  the  case. 

"These  people  had  no  recourse,"  says  Howard  Shanker.  "They  needed  help 
and  they  weren't  getting  it  through  the  tribe.  They're  not  sophisticated 
and  they're  isolated." 

Shanker  says  the  traditionalists  are  not  opposed  to  finding  a way  to 
dispose  of  waste  other  than  outhouses  and  pit  privies. 

But  the  government  didn't  consider  any  alternatives,  such  as  above- 
ground plumbing,  when  it  approved  the  project.  The  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  sets  out  a detailed  checklist  of  things  the  government  is 
supposed  to  do  before  it  decides  to  go  ahead  with  a project.  Under  NEPA, 
the  government  is  supposed  to  consider  other  alternatives  to  a project, 
including  what  might  happen  if  no  action  is  taken  at  all.  It  is  supposed 
to  look  at  a project's  effects  on  the  broader  community,  including 
economic  and  cultural  changes  that  might  occur.  And,  Shanker  says,  it  also 
should  have  taken  into  account  the  cumulative  effects  of  four  other  water 
projects  along  with  the  sewer  system-as  is  required  by  federal  law. 

Often,  NEPA  requires  the  writing  of  a full-blown  "environmental  impact 
statement"  or  at  least  a more  abbreviated  "environmental  assessment."  In 
the  case  of  the  Hopi  sewer  project,  IHS  determined  that  neither  an  EIS  nor 
an  EA  were  required  because  reservation  sanitation  projects  are 
specifically  exempted  under  IHS  regulations.  So  instead  of  a NEPA-guided 
EIS,  the  IHS  included  a five-page  "environmental  review"  in  the  overall 
facility  plan  for  the  Hotevilla  project.  The  plan  concluded  that  a more 
thorough  assessment  was  unnecessary  because  the  project  would  not  have  a 
significant  impact  on  the  environment. 

The  lawsuit  dragged  on  with  a federal  judge  first  rejecting  a request  to 
stop  the  project  and  then,  last  year,  ruling  that  the  traditionalists 
simply  couldn't  sue  the  Hopi  Tribe  because  the  tribe  is  protected  from 
lawsuits  under  sovereign  immunity.  The  one-sentence  decision  issued  last 
week  by  the  Ninth  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  doesn't  elaborate  on  that 
thinking.  It  simply  affirms  the  lower-court  ruling. 

Shanker  contends  that  the  project  was  funded  by  federal  dollars  and 
built,  for  the  most  part,  by  the  federal  government.  "Tribal  sovereign 
immunity  shouldn't  frustrate  the  [U.S.  government's]  ability  to  comply 
with  its  own  laws,"  he  says. 

For  its  part,  the  Indian  Health  Service  says  it  followed  the  rules  in 


building  the  project.  John  Hamilton  of  the  IHS  Phoenix-area  office,  who 
helped  oversee  the  sewer  and  water  projects  in  Hotevilla,  says  most 
Hotevilla  residents  were  eager  for  the  system  to  go  in  and  told  the 
government  so  at  numerous  public  hearings. 

"Why  should  a small  percentage  of  the  community  stop  it?"  he  says, 
adding  that  no  one  is  forced  to  hook  up  to  the  system  if  he  doesn't  want 
to. 

Hamilton  also  notes  that  the  sanitation  facilities  are  needed  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  diseases  like  hepatitis  and  gastroenteritis , which  can  occur 
if  raw  sewage  is  allowed  to  build  up  in  the  community.  No  studies  were 
done  of  health  problems  in  Hotevilla-a  point  being  raised  by  the 
traditionalists  who  say  the  dearth  of  sewage-treatment  facilities  has  not 
harmed  anyone.  But  Hamilton  says  an  IHS  study  of  Indian  reservations 
nationally  compared  before-and-after  disease  rates  in  what's  called  Indian 
Country.  In  the  1950s,  before  federal  sanitation  projects  were  common, 
Indian  communities  suffered  disease  rates  four  to  six  times  higher  than 
the  U.S.  average.  That  rate  has  fallen  to  about  the  same  as  the  national 
average  since  most  communities  now  have  sewage-treatment  facilities,  he 
says . 

Masayesva  is  generally  supportive  of  the  sewer  system  simply  because 
people  are  used  to  modern  conveniences.  "The  young  kids,  they  need  indoor 
plumbing,"  he  says.  "Who  in  Phoenix  would  dream  of  not  having  a shower? 
These  people  are  no  different." 

Besides,  he  adds,  "If  a sewer  line  can  destroy  your  religion,  that's  not 
a very  good  religion." 

But  Masayesva  is  critical  of  the  government  for  the  way  it  handled  the 
project,  particularly  because  planners  didn't  study  the  effect  of  the 
project  on  the  traditionalists  and  their  strong  religious  beliefs.  That's 
a central  argument  that  Evehema  and  the  other  plaintiffs  are  raising  in 
their  lawsuit. 

"How  do  you  measure  a culture?"  asks  Masayesva.  "You  can't  transform 
beliefs  into  numbers  that  you  can  feed  into  your  computers  . . . and  then 
crank  out  what  the  impacts  are.  When  the  government  doesn't  understand 
something,  they  ignore  it.  It's  a racist  thing." 

For  now,  life  goes  on  for  Hotevilla  and  its  contentious  traditionalists. 
But  several  of  the  elder  traditionalists  have  passed  away,  and  Evehema 's 
group  appears  to  be  dwindling. 

Masayesva  wishes  a leader  would  emerge  in  Hotevilla,  someone  who  could 
once  again  bind  the  people  together. 

The  village  as  well  as  the  tribe  need  visionaries  who  can  deal  with  all 
sorts  of  issues,  including  a long-standing  dispute  with  a major  coal- 
-mining  company  that  the  Hopi  worry  is  draining  their  scarce-and  sacred- 
water  supply. 

"I  just  also  hope  the  young  ones  don't  hold  a grudge  against  Dan 
[Evehema],"  Masayesva  adds.  "He  is  a valuable  man  because  he  is  standing 
against  someone  and  standing  on  principle.  The  young  people  should  be  very 
proud  of  him,  and  see  that  in  a way  he  is  for  them."  Contact  Patti  Epler 
at  her  online  address:  pepler@newtimes.com 
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The  latest  on  the  activities  on  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Reservation  in 
Arizona  are  complicated,  to  say  the  least. 

Mr.  Mike  Haney  has  been  diligently  working  with  the  people  in  San  Carlos 
as  a representative  of  the  American  Indian  Arbitration  Association.  Many 
meetings  have  taken  place  and  this  is  the  most  recent  news. 

A former  Gila  River  Indian  Community  Dudge  was  called  in  last  week  to 
make  a decision  on  the  legality  of  the  tribal  council.  At  that  time,  he 
issued  a temporary  restraining  order  against  the  council.  He  later 


reversed  his  decision,  restoring  the  powers  of  the  council  members.  This 
causes  a conflict  of  interest  from  the  beginning  as  the  Judge  is  not  an 
acting  judge,  and  is,  in  fact,  a member  of  the  Council  of  his  respective 
Nation . 

With  the  reversal  of  his  decision  and  power  being  restored  to  the 
council,  this,  in  fact,  makes  again  legal  a recent  resolution  passed  by 
the  council  issuing  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  Tribal  Chairman,  Raymond 
Stanley  and  3 leaders  of  the  Call  To  Action  Organization  on  charges  of 
"disorderly  conduct".  No  arrests  have  so  far  been  made. 

Call  To  Action,  with  the  support  of  the  Arizona  Chapter  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  will  be  holding  a demonstration  and  press  conference  at 
the  Regional  Office  of  the  BIA  in  downtown  Phoenix,  Arizona  tomorrow  at  1 
p.m.  It  is  the  contention  of  the  group  and  Chairman  Stanley  that  the  BIA 
is  to  be  held  accountable  for  recent  occurrences  on  the  San  Carlos  Nation, 
as  they  were  aware  of  the  potential  problems  months  ago,  and  were 
approached  by  Chairman  Stanley  for  assistance.  They  turned  their  backs  on 
the  Chairman  and  the  tension  on  San  Carlos  has  escalated  as  a result. 

Call  To  Action  is  also  issuing  a plea  for  legal  assistance.  Attorneys 
versed  in  Indian  law  are  being  sought  to  represent  the  Call  To  Action 
group,  and,  more  importantly,  the  San  Carlos  people.  Attorneys  who  are 
able  to  assist  in  this  matter  are  urged  to  contact  Mr.  Charles  Vargas  of 
Call  To  Action.  He  can  be  reached  by  email  at  <azperidot@gila . net> . 
Donations  of  food,  etc  are  also  being  accepted  by  Call  To  Action  at  this 
time  in  order  to  feed  the  large  numbers  of  people  who  arrive  at  the  San 
Carlos  Tribal  Building,  daily,  in  order  to  voice  their  concerns. 

In  Solidarity  and  Support  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  People, 

Vernon  Foster 

Southwest  Regional  Director 
American  Indian  Movement 
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
MI'KMAQ  CHALLENGE  SABLE  DEVELOPMENT 
The  Calgary  Herald,  by  Stephen  Thorne 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

DARTMOUTH,  N.S.  (CP)  Nova  Scotia  Mi'kmaq  chiefs  have  asked  the 
provincial  government  to  put  a stop  to  Sable  Island  gas  development, 
saying  they  are  prepared  to  force  the  issue  of  native  land  claims  in 
federal  court. 

Chiefs  from  13  bands  said  Tuesday  concerns  they  expressed  at  meetings 
and  hearings  on  the  $3. 2-billion  project  have  not  been  adequately 
addressed  in  written  communications  from  offshore  and  pipeline 
developers . 

"What  really  disturbed  us  more  than  anything  was  a clause  in  there 
that  wanted  our  chiefs  to  waive  any  claims  arising  from  our  aboriginal 
title,"  said  spokesman  Dan  Christmas  of  the  Union  of  Nova  Scotia 
Indians . 

"That  was  the  killer." 

The  requirement  was  a condition  placed  on  undertakings  by  Maritime  and 
Northeast  Pipelines  Ltd.,  developers  of  the  1, 000-kilometre  pipeline 
that  will  transport  natural  gas  to  New  England  from  Port  Hawkesbury, 

N.S. 

A separate  consortium  of  offshore  developers  has  promised  employment 
and  economic  development  opportunities  for  Mi'kmaq,  protection  for 
traditional  areas  and  sacred  sites,  and  an  invitation  to  participate 
in  committees. 

But  the  promises  are  too  vague,  the  chiefs  told  a news  conference. 

"The  Assembly  of  Nova  Scotia  Mi'kmaq  Chiefs  are  calling  for  the 


immediate  halt  of  the  Sable  gas  projects/'  declared  Chief  Terence  Paul 
of  Membertou.  "The  project  proponents  must  deal  in  good  faith  with  our 
concerns . " 

The  undertakings  and  conditions  came  over  the  past  two  weeks  in  what 
the  chiefs  described  as  protocols  or  memorandums  of  understanding. 

"This  is  about  our  homeland  belonging  to  the  Mi'kmaq/'  said  Christmas. 

"None  of  our  history  or  any  legal  cases  can  point  to  the  Mi'kmaq  ever 
surrendering  their  homeland.  Governments  have  been  slow  in  dealing 
with  that  issue.  We  want  to  force  that  issue." 

Sable  received  final  approvals  earlier  this  year.  Assembly  has  already 
begun  near  Sable  Island,  a 40-kilometre  sandspit  known  for  its 
shipwrecks  and  wild  horses.  Developers  aim  to  start  pumping  gas  late 
next  year. 

The  consortium  headed  by  Mobil  Oil  Canada,  known  as  the  Sable  Offshore 
Energy  Project,  is  aligned  with  Maritimes  and  Northeast. 

The  chiefs,  representing  13,000  Mi'kmaq,  plan  to  ask  regulators  to 
withhold  remaining  permits  until  developers  address  their  concerns  as 
ordered  by  the  National  Energy  Board. 

But  spokesmen  for  both  developers  said  talks  with  natives  aren't  over. 

"We've  sent  them  a letter  last  Thursday  outlining  commitments  we  made 
at  a meeting  last  Tuesday  and  looking  forward  to  progressing  that," 
said  Graham  Connell  of  the  offshore  consortium,  adding  more  meetings 
are  scheduled. 

"This  is  not  a memorandum  of  understanding.  It  is  not  a protocol.  We 
call  it  a letter." 

Bernd  Christmas,  legal  adviser  to  the  chiefs,  said  a March  12  protocol 
from  Maritimes  and  Northeast  made  no  firm  commitments  on  issues  such 
as  treatment  of  burial  sites. 

"After  tabling  that  agreement  we  asked  for  a meeting, " said  Michael 
Whalen,  a Fredericton-based  official  with  the  pipeline  company.  "We 
haven't  been  able  to  set  up  that  meeting  yet. 

"I  don't  think  it's  fair,  nor  will  I negotiate  through  the  media." 

The  chiefs  cited  Supreme  Court  rulings  backing  18th  century  treaties 
and  native  land  claims  elsewhere.  A Mi'kmaq  notice  of  claim  over  Nova 
Scotia  filed  in  1976  remains  unresolved. 

Bernd  Christmas  said  the  chiefs  may  now  force  the  issue. 

"A  serious  option  is  to  file  injunctions  on  both  projects,"  he  said, 
citing  similar  moves  by  Labrador  Innu  trying  to  block  development  of 
Voisey's  Bay  nickel.  "I  should  emphasize  that  these  are 
adversarial-type  things. 

"We're  not  here  to  create  an  adversarial  situation.  We're  asking  for  a 
legitimate  consultation.  Let's  work  something  out." 

Tory  Leader  John  Hamm  and  the  NDP's  Robert  Chisholm  said  Premier 
Russell  MacLellan  has  to  insist  the  Sable  partners  fulfill  their 
commitments . 


Letters  to  the  Calgary  Herald:  letters@theherald . southam. ca 

NO  SABLE  ISLAND  GAS  PIPELINE  on  MI'KMAQ  TERRITORY 

Premier  of  Nova  Scotia  Russell  MacLellan:  premier@gov. ns . ca 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 

distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 

interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 

educational  purposes  only. 
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Voisey  challenge  wraps  up  - 

Dudge  urged  to  order  a single  environmental  assessment 
TORONTO  (CP)  - A grassroots  challenge  to  mining  giant  Inco's  proposed 
nickel  development  in  Newfoundland  ended  Thursday  with  a plea  for  the 
federal  government  to  ''do  the  right  thing.'' 

"This  case  is  not  about  expertise,  it's  about  a federal  government's 
legal  duty,"  said  Rodney  Northey,  the  lawyer  representing  the  Citizens' 
Mining  Council  of  Newfoundland.  "One  problem  of  (the  council's)  case  is 
our  lack  of  expert  evidence  . . . The  case  is  not  about  discretion  but  duty. 
The  standard  is  correctness,  not  reason  or  deference." 

Northey  was  responding  to  arguments  this  week  by  Voisey 's  Bay  Nickel 
Co.,  a subsidiary  of  Inco,  that  the  mining  council  had  failed  to  prove  a 
single  environmental  review  of  the  development  was  necessary  rather  than  a 
two-pronged  assessment. 

He  urged  Federal  Court  Dudge  Andrew  MacKay  to  declare  one  environmental 
assessment  for  the  $1.4  billion  nickel  project  that  consists  of  two 
facilities,  a mine  mill  in  Labrador  and  a smelter-refinery  on 
Newfoundland's  Avalon  peninsula. 

Inco  says  two  separate  reviews,  one  on  the  mine  and  another  on  the 
smelter,  is  sufficient. 
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Inco  executives  received  pay  raises,  no  bonuses 
Salary  increases  ranged  from  6%  to  22%; 

Friedland,  Capital  Group  cut  stakes  in  miner 

BY  PAUL  WALDIE 
The  Globe  and  Mail 

Executives  at  Inco  Ltd.  received  no  bonuses  last  year  but  were  given  pay 
increases  of  up  to  22  per  cent. 

Mining  financier  Robert  Friedland  also  sold  4.4  million  Inco  shares 
last  year,  representing  more  than  half  of  his  total  holding.  He  now  owns 
3.2  million  shares  or  1.6  per  cent  of  the  nickel  miner's  outstanding 
shares . 

Mr.  Friedland  received  his  Inco  shares  through  the  $4. 3-billion 
takeover  of  Diamond  Fields  Resources  Inc.,  which  he  headed. 

Another  major  shareholder.  Capital  Group  of  Cos.  Inc.  of  Los  Angeles, 
cut  its  stake  in  Inco  to  7.6  per  cent  from  9.2  per  cent  during  1997. 

The  information  was  contained  in  a management  circular  sent  to 
shareholders  yesterday. 

Toronto-based  Inco,  one  of  the  world's  largest  nickel  producers,  had  a 
dismal  year  in  1997  largely  because  of  a 32-per-cent  drop  in  the  price  of 
nickel . 

The  company's  share  price  dropped  to  $24.50  last  December  from  $51.25 
in  March,  1997.  It  has  since  recovered  somewhat  and  closed  yesterday  at 
$27.10  on  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange.  Inco's  profit  also  fell  to  $75- 
million  (U.S.)  last  year  from  $179-million  a year  earlier. 

As  a result  of  the  poor  performance,  the  company  did  not  award  bonuses 
to  any  senior  executives  last  year.  However,  it  did  award  salary  increases 
of  between  6 and  22  per  cent  to  senior  executives. 

Michael  Sopko,  Inco's  chairman  and  chief  executive  officer,  was  paid 
$622,000  in  1997,  up  21  per  cent  from  his  salary  in  1996.  He  received 
$987,900  by  exercising  stock  options  and  was  paid  $397,000  through  a long- 


term  incentive  program. 

In  1996,  Mr.  Sopko  received  a bonus  of  $885,000  on  top  of  his  $513,000 
salary. 

Inco  president  Scott  Hand  was  paid  $530,000  last  year,  up  22  per  cent. 

He  received  $692,100  in  cash  and  stock  through  the  exercise  of  options.  He 
was  also  paid  $338,000  in  a long-term  incentive. 

His  bonus  in  1996  was  $753,000  in  addition  to  a salary  of  $436,000. 

In  the  company's  annual  report,  sent  to  shareholders  yesterday,  Inco 
said  it  will  continue  to  cut  costs  and  restructure  operations  to  cope  with 
the  low  price  of  nickel. 

Inco  has  announced  it  is  slashing  its  work  force  by  1,275,  or  roughly  9 
per  cent,  through  layoffs  and  early  retirement.  The  company  is  closing 
four  mines  and  has  cut  its  annual  dividend  to  10  cents  a share  from  40 
cents . 

The  company  said  it  does  not  expect  to  start  production  from  its 
massive  Voisey's  Bay  project  in  Labrador  until  late  2000.  Inco  acquired 
Voisey's  Bay,  considered  the  world's  richest  nickel  deposit,  through  the 
Diamond  Fields  takeover. 

— "RE:  HQ  Media  Machine  in  Overdrive"  
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Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

[This  press  release  from  HQ  is  interesting  in  several  respects,  but  most 
notably  in  its  failure  to  mention  the  fact  that  the  SM3  agreement  between 
HQ  and  the  Innu  Band  Council  of  Uashat  was  strongly  opposed  by  many  Innu 
communities,  including  the  Innu  Nation,  and  resulted  in  a virtual  civil  war 
within  the  communities  of  Uashat  and  Maliotenam. 

HQ  is  cranking  up  the  PR  machine.  Watch  this  space!  Next... how  diverted 
rivers  control  floods  - ed.] 
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HYDRO-QUEBEC  - THE  SAINTE -MARGUERITE  3 PR03ECT  GENERATES  SIGNIFICANT  ** 
**  ECONOMIC  SPINOFFS  FOR  THE*INNU*COMMUNITY  OF  UASHAT -MALIOTENAM  ** 


MONTREAL,  March  30  /CNW/  - The*Innu*community  of  Uashat-Maliotenam  will 
receive  from  Hydro-Quebec  compensation  amounting  to  $20.9  million  (in  1994 
dollars)  over  a period  of  50  years,  as  part  of  the  Sainte-Marguerite  3 
project,  where  the  reservoir  will  begin  impounding  on  April  1.  Moreover, 
an  additional  $10  million  has  been  set  aside  by  Hydro-Quebec  to  carry  out 
remedial  works  that  will  benefit  the  community  of  Uashat-Maliotenam. 
Economic  spinoffs  of  the  construction  of  the  project  for 
the*Innu*community  total  nearly  $50  million. 

Hydro-Quebec  and  the  band  council  representing  the  Uashat-Maliotenam 
community  negotiated  an  agreement  on  the  SM-3  project.  Designated  the 
Uashat  Mak  Mani-Utenam  Agreement  (1994),  it  was  endorsed  by  an  referendum 
held  by  the  band  council  on  Dune  13,  1994.  Public  signing  of  the  agreement 
took  place  at  Uashat  on  Duly  14,  1994. 

The  agreement  between  Hydro-Quebec  and  the*Innu*community  of  Uashat- 
Maliotenam  covers  the  construction  of  a dam  will  block  the  valley  some  90 
km  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ste-Marguerite  River  in  order  to  create  the 
reservoir,  an  8.3  km  intake  tunnel,  which  will  bring  water  to  the 
powerhouse  and  the  construction  of  an  underground  883  megawatt  powerhouse 
and  a spillway.  The  agreement  also  covers  construction  and  operation  of 
the  315  kV  line  to  link  the  generating  station  to  Arnaud  substation. 
Furthermore,  the  Uashat-Maliotenam  Band  Council  signed  a framework 
agreement  on  Duly  14,  1994  on  negotiations  for  the  partial  diversion  of 
the  Carheil  and  Aux  Pekans  rivers. 

In  exchange  for  the  commitments  made  by  Hydro-Quebec  in  this  agreement. 


the  *Innu*  of  Uashat-Maliotenam  agreed  to  refrain  from  legal  proceedings 
or  any  steps  that  would  prevent,  delay  or  change  the  Sainte-Marguerite  3 
project  or  interfere  with  its  operation. 

The  $20.9  million  breaks  down  as  follows: 

About  30%  of  the  total  is  allocated  to  the*Innu*Aitum  Fund,  which 
supports  traditional  activities  by  the  Uashat-Maliotenam  community.  When 
the  agreement  was  signed,  some  $310,000.00  was  paid  immediately,  and 
indexed  installments  will  follow  annually  over  a 49-year  period.  This  fund 
is  managed  by  a joint  corporation  called  SOTRAC  (Sainte-Marguerite) , 
consisting  of  three  *Innu*  directors  and  three  directors  from  Hydro-Quebec. 
Requests  for  funding  are  analyzed  by  SOTRAC  according  to  the 
organization's  eligibility  criteria.  To  be  accepted,  projects  must  receive 
the  approval  of  at  least  one*Innu*and  one  Hydro-Quebec  representative. 

The  other  70%  has  been  allocated  to  the  Economic  and  Community 
Development  Fund,  which  the  Ushat//?Saliotenam  Band  Council  manages  on  its 
own . 

When  the  agreement  was  signed,  Hydro-Quebec  paid  a lump  sum  of  $7,425 
million  and  the  first  of  50  annual  payments  of  $531,000.  Subsequent  annual 
installments  will  be  indexed  annually. 

Environmental  impact  mitigation 

In  addition,  some  $10  million  has  been  set  aside  by  Hydro-Quebec  to 
mitigate  environmental  impacts  and  carry  out  corrective  works  to  benefit 
the  *Innu.*  The  specific  measures  are  determined  by  SOTRAC  (Sainte- 
Marguerite)  . Other  measures  included  in  the  agreement  must  also  be  carried 
out.  These  were  requested  by  the  government  as  a condition  of  its 
authorization . 

Economic  spinoffs  of  project  construction 

The  *Innu*  of  Uashat-Maliotenam  are  participating  in  construction  of  the 
Sainte-Marguerite  3 hydroelectric  development.  Contracts  worth  $46  million 
have  been  awarded  to  *Innu*  companies  since  1994,  including  $32  million  to 
companies  in  which  *Innu*  have  at  least  a 50%  interest  and  $14  million  to 
companies  the  *Innu*  own  outright.  In  addition,  these  companies  have 
carried  out  some  $2.9  million  in  subcontracts  for  other  contractors  at  the 
jobsite.  Since  1994,  there  has  been  an  average  of  35  person/years  of  work 
by*Innu*at  the  site. 

For  further  information:  Sylvie  Tremblay,  Press  Officer,  Hydro-Quebec 
Equipe  Medias  et  Plans  d'urgence,  (514)  289-4975,  Internet: 
stremblay(at)mail .dcrp . hydro.qc . ca 

"RE : Quebec  Offers  'Unprecedented  Self-Government'"  

Date:  Sun,  5 Apr  1998  12:43:44  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Quebec  offers  "unprecedented  self-government" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
QUEBEC  OFFERS  NATIVES  NEW  POLITICAL  DEAL 
Globe  and  Mail,  April  3,  1998,  page  Al,  by  Rheal  Seguin 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Quebec  - The  provincial  government  is  inviting  Quebec's  11  aboriginal 
bands  to  define  a structure  of  self-government  that  could  include  sending 
representatives  to  the  province's  legislature.  Unprecedented  both  in  its 
scope  and  in  its  ramifications,  the  new  strategy  aims  at  breaking  the 
mistrust  that  has  often  existed  between  the  Quebec  government  and  native 
communities.  It  is  outlined  in  a document  written  by  the  Aboriginal 
Affairs  Ministry  and  released  yesterday  by  minister  Guy  Chevrette. 

The  document  includes  a framework  for  negotiations  on  giving  taxation 
powers  to  native  communities  as  well  as  possibly  letting  them  share  in 
revenues  from  new  projects  in  areas  such  as  hydro-electricity,  mining  and 
forestry.  "We  are  proposing  a partnership  that  will  guarantee  native 
communities  a stable  and  regular  source  of  financing,"  Mr.  Chevrette  said. 
He  said  that  at  a meeting  last  Friday  more  than  50  of  the  province's  60 
native  leaders  showed  a willingness  to  open  negotiations.  Ghislain  Picard, 


head  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  of  Quebec,  welcomed  the  province's 
move  yesterday  but  warned  that  the  process  of  negotiation  would  be  long. 

He  said  each  of  the  11  native  bands  has  different  issues  and  , "in  most 
cases,  the  reality  is  that  the  federal  government  will  have  to  be 
involved . " 

He  said  the  approach  should  be  viewed  not  as  a magic  solution  but  as  an 
"evolution  of  the  relationship  that  has  been  evolving  at  an  administrative 
level."  Romeo  Saganash,  a spokesman  for  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees  of 
Quebec,  took  a similar  wait-and-see  attitude  but  also  expressed  one  grave 
reservation.  "I  counted  no  fewer  than  seven  references  in  the  documents  to 
the  territorial  integrity  of  Quebec.  They  talk  about  it  almost 
obsessively,  so  I am  worried  that  this  might  over-shadow  the  more  positive 
elements,"  he  said.  While  the  strategy  signals  a new  openness  towards 
natives,  the  documents  say  two  fundamental  principles  would  have  to  be 
respected:  Both  Quebec's  territorial  integrity  and  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Quebec  National  Assembly  over  that  territory  would  remain  intact. 

Creating  an  aboriginal  political  structure  with  legislative  powers  is 
the  key  component  of  the  new  strategy.  The  type  of  political  forum  and  its 
powers  would  be  negotiable,  but  Mr.  Chevrette  said  that  current  treaties, 
rights  and  unsettled  land  claims  would  not  be  undermined.  The  11  bands 
have  been  asked  to  appoint  representatives  to  a joint  commission  with 
members  of  the  Quebec  government  to  immediately  begin  defining  the 
political  structure. 

"I  do  not  want  to  pre-empt  the  outcome  of  the  talks,"  Mr.  Chevrette  said 
during  an  interview  yesterday.  "But  just  for  the  sake  of  discussion,  let 
me  give  you  some  theoretical  examples.  We  could  have  an  assembly  of  the  11 
nations  where  the  assembly  could  delegate  members  to  the  National 
Assembly ... "The  forum  could  be  one  that  resembles  a [native]  legislative 
assembly  or  senatorial  type  of  structure,  I'm  not  sure.  I don't  want  to 
presume  what  the  outcome  will  be,  because  I don't  want  to  anger  anyone.  We 
have  to  build  this  together."  Mr.  Chevrette  said  that  in  1985  the 
legislature  adopted  a motion  tabled  by  then  premier  Rene  Levesque  to 
recognize  aboriginal  people  as  nations.  As  such,  Mr.  Chevrette  said,  they 
should  be  able  to  exercise  their  rights  within  their  own  political 
structure. 

The  self-government  offer  would  give  native  communities  the  option  of 
having  their  own  taxation  powers  in  return  for  the  elimination  of  the 
current  tax-exemption  policy  for  status  Indians  living  on  reserves.  All 
taxes  paid  by  natives  on  and  off  reserves  and  by  non-aboriginal  people  on 
reserves  would  go  to  aboriginal  communities.  Furthermore,  the  government 
has  proposed  to  amend  Quebec  laws  to  conform  with  the  traditional  native 
ways  of  life.  For  instance,  provincial  conservation  laws  that  ban  hunting 
and  fishing  during  certain  periods  of  the  year  would  be  changed  to  conform 
with  the  needs  of  native  communities. 

The  government  has  offered  to  create  a $125  million  fund  for  community 
projects  to  be  spent  over  five  years,  with  an  invitation  to  Ottawa  to 
contribute  the  same  amount.  The  money  would  help  fund  urgent  community 
inf rastructure  projects  such  as  roads,  sewers  or  day-care  centres.  It 
would  also  be  used  to  start  businesses  and  create  jobs  in  many  of  the 
poorer  communities.  Quebec  spends  $350  million  a year  in  native 
communities,  including  $100  million  from  Ottawa.  About  80  percent  of  the 
money  is  spent  on  projects  in  Northern  Quebec's  Cree,  Naskapi  and  Inuit 
territories,  where  there  are  a total  of  24  communities  for  which  the  Dames 
Bay  Agreement  gives  the  Quebec  government  financial  responsibilities.  The 
document  says  that  the  special  fund  must  be  created  to  eliminate  the 
disparities  between  native  communities. 

It  also  says  that  Quebec  has  accepted  the  principle  that  developing 
natural  resources  in  co-operation  with  the  aboriginal  bands,  meaning  that 
natives  would  have  to  be  partners  in  hydroelectric  projects  such  as  Great 
Whale  or  Churchill  Falls.  Guarantees  of  profit  sharing  and  recognition  of 
native  ownership  over  the  land  and  resources  would  have  to  be  included  in 
any  new  development,  Mr.  Chevrette  said.  "I've  been  in  politics  for  21 
years  and  I share  the  same  sensitivities  Mr.  Levesque  expressed  when  he 
was  premier,  that  we  have  to  stop  talking  and  do  something,"  Mr.  Chevrette 
said.  In  mid  May,  Quebec  will  host  a federal-provincial  conference  of 


native-affairs  ministers  where  the  issues  in  Quebec's  strategy  document 
will  be  raised. 


Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail  - mailto:letters@GlobeAndMail.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Victory  at  Devils'  Tower"  

Date:  Sat,  04  Apr  1998  06:33:06  -0500 
From:  jsd@pobox.com  (IS  Dill) 

Sub j : Victory  at  Devils'  Tower 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

well,  well,  well... it  seems  we  can  indeed  make  a difference. 

For  those  who  might  need  a frame  of  reference  see 
<http://www.dickshovel.com/twr.html>. . . 

Ah  yes... some  Justice  does  exist... in  the  Land  of  Wasichu.  :) 

- Forwarded  message  

Date:  Fri,  3 Apr  1998  13:18:47  -0500 
From:  elaine  flattery 

Here  you  go  Jordan,  please  share  with  others.  Ruling  came  in  yesterday... 
WE  WON!  Many  thanks  to  you  and  all  who  assisted  in  sending  letters  & 
prayers  and  who  share  in  this  victory. 

Regards, 

Elaine 

VICTORY  FOR  INDIAN  RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM: 

Court  Rules  Accommodations  at  Devils  Tower  are  Constitutional 
April  3,  1998 

Casper,  WY  - Judge  William  F.  Downes  of  the  U.S.  District  Court  in 
Wyoming  ruled  today  that  the  National  Park  Service's  climbing  management 
plan  at  Devils  Tower  National  Monument  is  constitutional.  This  plan 
accommodates  Indian  religious  worship  at  Devils  Tower  by  asking  rock 
climbers  not  to  scale  the  butte  in  June,  a month  when  Indians  from  over 
twenty  different  tribes  gather  there  to  conduct  sacred  religious 
ceremonies . 

Judge  Downes'  ruling  dismissed  a lawsuit  filed  by  several  rock  climbers 
who  argued  that  the  Park  Service's  plan  violates  the  First  Amendment's 
prohibition  against  government  sponsorship  of  religion.  In  his  decision. 
Judge  Downes  ruled  that  "the  government  may  (and  sometimes  must) 

accommodate  religious  practices  and  it  may  do  so  without  violating 

the  Establishment  Clause  of  the  First  Amendment." 

The  Park  Service's  plan  discourages,  but  does  not  prohibit,  rock 
climbing  during  June.  According  to  Judge  Downes,  this  "voluntary  climbing 
ban"  is  "a  policy  that  has  been  carefully  crafted  to  balance  the  competing 
needs  of  individuals  using  Devils  Tower  National  Monument  while,  at  the 
same  time,  obeying  the  addicts  of  the  Constitution." 

Judge  Upholds  All  Aspects  of  Park  Service's  Plans 

Judge  Downes  upheld  all  aspects  of  the  park  Service's  program,  stating 
that  "the  purposes  underlying  the  ban  are  really  to  remove  barriers  to 
religious  worship  occasioned  by  public  ownership  of  the  Tower....  The 
government  is  merely  enabling  Native  Americans  to  worship  in  a more 
peaceful  setting.  In  doing  so,  the  government  has  no  involvement  in  the 
manner  of  worship  that  takes  place,  but  only  provides  an  atmosphere  more 
conducive  to  worship." 


Steve  Gunn,  an  attorney  with  the  Indian  Law  Resource  Center  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  who  is  representing  Indian  parties  in  the  case,  agrees. 
"The  government  is  not  sponsoring  or  funding  Indian  ceremonies  at  Devils 
Tower.  Nor  is  it  organizing  the  ceremonies  or  encouraging  bystanders  to 
participate  in  them.  It  is  simply  taking  steps  to  insure  that  Indian 
worshippers  are  left  alone  to  perform  their  ceremonies  in  solitude.  We 
are  very  pleased  with  Dudge  Downes'  ruling." 

The  Park  Service  implemented  the  voluntary  climbing  ban  in  1995,  after 
nearly  two  years  of  consultation  with  American  Indians,  rock  climbers, 
environmentalists,  and  others.  It  did  so  to  balance  the  competing 
interests  of  Indians  and  rock  climbers,  and  to  encourage  tolerance  and 
respect  for  Indian  religious  practices.  To  promote  compliance  with  the 
ban,  the  Park  Service  posted  a sign  at  the  base  of  the  Tower  asking 
visitors  to  stay  on  the  trail  (and  away  from  Indians  conducting  ceremonies 
at  off-trail  locations)  and  developed  a cross-cultural  education  program 
which  offers  information  to  visitors  about  the  historical  and  cultural 
significance  of  the  Tower  to  American  Indians. 

Most  Climbers  Support  and  Honor  the  Plan 

Most  rock  climbers  have  shown  respect  for  the  Indian  religious 
practitioners  and  have  supported  the  Park  Service's  program.  The  Access 
Fund,  a national  climbing  organization,  has  officially  endorsed  the  program 
and  the  Park  Service  reports  that  since  1995,  rock  climbing  during  Dune 
has  fallen  by  over  80%. 

Devils  Tower  Is  Vital  to  Indian  Religion  and  Culture 

For  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  a member  and  spiritual  leader  of  the  Cheyenne 
River  Sioux  Tribe  in  South  Dakota,  this  ruling  is  a significant  victory. 
"Once  again,  we  can  worship  in  our  traditional  way  and  practice  our 
traditional  culture  without  interference  at  this  sacred  site." 

Devils  Tower  is  a sacred  site  and  a vital  cultural  resource  for  Indians 
from  over  twenty  Plains  tribes.  For  centuries,  Indians  have  performed 
religious  and  cultural  ceremonies  there,  including  the  Sun  Dance,  sweat 
lodge  rites,  vision  quests,  and  prayer  offerings.  However,  in  recent 
years,  growing  numbers  of  visitors  and  rock  climbers  have  disrupted  these 
Indian  ceremonies.  According  to  Looking  Horse,  "Climbers  make  lots  of 
noise  and  come  near  our  people  when  they  are  praying.  By  doing  this,  they 
disturb  our  efforts  to  obtain  spiritual  guidance.  When  climbers  hammer 
objects  into  the  butte,  it  is  like  they  are  pounding  stakes  into  our 
bodies . " 

The  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  intervened  in  the  lawsuit  to  defend  the 
Park  Service's  accommodations  at  "He  Hota  Paha,"  or  Grey  Horn  Butte,  the 
Lakota  name  given  to  Devils  Tower  hundreds  of  years  ago.  The  Tribe  is 
represented  by  the  Indian  Law  Resource  Center  and  attorneys  in  the  Tribe's 
Legal  Department. 

Ruling  Upholds  American  Tradition  of  Religious  Tolerance 

"There  is  a long  and  principled  tradition  in  this  country  of 
accommodation  religious  practices  on  government  lands,"  says  Gunn.  At 
Arlington  National  Cemetery,  a site  described  by  the  federal  government  as 
"our  nation's  most  sacred  shrine,"  recreational  activities  that  would 
interfere  with  religious  burial  or  memorial  services  are  strictly 
prohibited.  And  in  the  countless  national  parks,  the  Park  Service  owns  or 
leases  churches  and  other  religious  properties  and  prohibits  activities 
that  would  conflict  with  religious  services. 

"Time  and  again,  the  Supreme  Court  has  said  that  the  government  'follows 
the  best  of  our  traditions'  when  it  'respects  the  religious  nature  of  our 
people  and  accommodates...  their  spiritual  needs,'"  says  Gunn.  "These 
American  traditions  must  be  upheld  for  our  country's  first  Americans,  too." 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues 
chttp : //www.dickshovel . com/www. html> 

"RE : Echoes  of  the  Atomic  Age"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Mar  1998  21:31:05  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Diposable  Dene..??? 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 


Date:  Mon,  23  Mar  1998  16:19:30  -0600 
From:  Damie  Kneen  < jkneen@web. net> 

Sub j : Echoes  of  the  Atomic  Age 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

It  is  a relief  to  me  to  be  able  to  pass  on  the  original  Calgary  Herald 
story.  Only  one  note  for  now:  Eldorado  was  not  sold  "to"  Camecoj  Cameco  was 
formed  out  of  Eldorado  and  Saskatchewan  Mining  Development  Corp  in  order  to 
privatize  uranium  mining  and  processing.  In  subsequent  share  offerings,  all 
of  Canada's  share  was  sold  to  the  "public",  while  Saskatchewan  maintains 
ownership  of  about  one  third  of  Cameco. 

- jamie 
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HEADLINE  Cancer  killed  14  uranium  workers:  Echoes  of  the  Atomic  Age 
BYLINE  Andrew  Nikiforuk,  Calgary  Herald 

At  the  dawn  of  the  nuclear  age,  Paul  Baton  and  more  than  30  Dene  hunters 
and  trappers  innocently  called  uranium  "the  money  rock." 

Paid  $3  a day  by  their  white  employers,  the  Dene  hauled  and  ferried 
burlap  sacks  of  the  grimy  ore  from  the  world's  first  uranium  mine  at  Port 
Radium,  across  the  Northwest  Territories  to  Fort  McMurray. 

Since  then,  at  least  14  Dene  who  worked  at  the  mine  between  1942  and 
1960  have  died  of  lung,  colon  and  kidney  cancers,  according  to  documents 
obtained  through  the  N.W.T.  Cancer  Registry. 

The  Port  Radium  mine  supplied  the  uranium  to  fuel  the  $2-billion  effort 
to  make  the  first  atomic  bombs. 

"Before  the  mine,  you  never  heard  of  cancer,"  said  Baton,  83.  "Now,  lots 
of  people  have  died  of  cancer." 

Charged  Cindy  Gilday,  chairwoman  of  the  Deline's  Uranium  Committee:  "In 
my  mind  it's  a war  crime  that  has  been  well  hidden.  The  Dene  were  the 
first  civilian  victims  of  the  war  and  are  the  last  to  be  addressed." 

The  Dene,  who  say  they  were  never  told  of  uranium's  hazards,  will  decide 
next  weekend  whether  to  sue  or  seek  a settlement  with  the  federal 
government . 

Declassified  U.S.  documents  show  that  the  U.S.  government,  which  was  the 
buyer,  and  Ottawa,  then  the  world's  largest  supplier,  withheld  health  and 
safety  information  from  miners,  as  well  as  natives. 

Robie  Chatterjee,  head  of  health  physics  and  risk  with  the  Atomic  Energy 
Control  Board,  responded  to  the  news  of  the  high  incidence  of  cancers 
among  the  Dene  by  saying:  "We  were  not  aware  of  this  (the  cancers).  It 
definitely  deserves  more  investigation." 

The  federal  government  owned  Eldorado  Mining  and  Refining  and  regulated 
the  uranium  industry.  It  privatized  the  firm  in  1988. 

During  the  mine's  heyday  in  the  1950s,  many  Dene  slept  on  the  ore,  ate 
fish  from  water  contaminated  by  radioactive  tailings  and  breathed 
radioactive  dust  while  on  the  barges,  docks  and  portages. 

More  than  a dozen  men  carried  sacks  of  ore  weighing  more  than  45 
kilograms  for  12  hours  a day,  six  days  a week,  four  months  a year. 

"That  might  be  comparable  to  taking  a chest  X-ray  every  week  for  a year 
with  an  old  machine,"  said  Dr.  David  Bates,  an  environmental  health 
analyst  and  chair  of  British  Columbia's  royal  commission  on  uranium  in 
1980. 

"The  people  at  the  time  didn't  speak  English,"  said  Shirley  Baton-Modest, 
33,  a Deline  resident.  "I  think  my  people  were  used  as  guinea-pigs.  They 
were  never  informed  of  the  dangers." 

A 1991  federal  aboriginal  health  survey  found  the  Deline  community 
reporting  twice  as  much  illness  as  any  other  Canadian  aboriginal  community. 

But  the  federal  government  has  never  studied  the  Dene's  health-related 
concerns  --  specifically  cancer. 

Andre  Corriveau,  the  Northwest  Territories'  chief  medical  officer  of 


health,  noted  that  high  cancer  rates  among  the  Dene  don't  differ 
significantly  from  the  overall  territorial  profile. 

However,  the  death  rate  is  skewed  by  high  rates  of  smoking  among  the 
Inuit,  he  said. 

Andy  Orkin,  an  Ontario  lawyer  who  deals  with  aboriginal  and 
environmental  issues,  will  present  a brief  to  the  Dene  next  week. 

"We  left  them  to  die  and  hoped  they  would  never  ask  any  questions,"  he 
said . 
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HEADLINE  Echoes  of  the  Atomic  Age:  Uranium  haunts  a northern  village 
BYLINE  Andrew  Nikiforuk,  Calgary  Herald 

Fourteen  of  the  30  Dene  who  worked  at  the  Port  Radium,  N.W.T.  uranium 
mine  have  died  of  cancer.  Declassified  documents  on  the  U.S.  atomic 
weapons  and  energy  program  reveal  that  both  the  Canadian  and  American 
governments  knew  in  the  early  1940s  of  the  deadly  hazards  of  uranium 
extraction.  Yet  for  two  decades  Ottawa  failed  to  warn  thousands  of  miners 
and  natives  of  the  risks  they  faced  daily. 

Now,  the  elders  of  Deline  must  decide  whether  to  seek  a settlement  --  or 
sue  for  compensation. 

Dust  south  of  the  Arctic  Circle  on  the  shores  of  Great  Bear  Lake,  the 
surviving  elders  of  Deline  now  say  the  Prophet  warned  them. 

These  are  the  people  whose  dead  husbands  and  brothers  hauled  the  raw 
uranium  ore  that  helped  make  the  bombs  that  obliterated  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki;  the  ones  who  still  have  no  word  for  radiation. 

In  immaculate  white-walled  bungalows,  the  elders  nod  at  a stark 
photograph  of  a bearded  figure  and  say  in  hushed  and  saddened  tones,  "Yes, 
Grandfather  told  us." 

Until  his  death  in  1940,  Louis  Ayah,  one  of  the  North's  great  aboriginal 
seers,  repeatedly  warned  his  people  that  the  waters  in  Great  Bear  Lake 
would  turn  a foul  yellow. 

According  to  "Grandfather, " the  yellow  poison  would  flow  toward  the 
village,  recalls  Madelaine  Bayha,  one  of  a dozen  scarfed  and  skirted 
"uranium  widows"  in  the  village. 

"The  prophet  spoke  about  that  poison.  He  said  that  there  would  be 
sickness  and  that  people  would  go  through  hard  times  and  that  there  would 
be  deaths,"  says  Bayha,  82. 

Her  husband,  Doseph,  worked  for  years  at  the  uranium  mine  and  died  as 
many  white  miners  did:  coughing  himself  to  death. 

Fifty  years  after  the  first  atomic  bomb,  the  Cold  War  and  the  economic 
boom  that  was  uranium,  the  elders  in  this  community  of  600  people  are 
beginning  to  understand  the  meaning  of  that  disturbing  vision. 

They  realize  that  the  ore  mined  from  their  ancestral  hunting  grounds 
became  the  ingredient  of  mass  destruction;  that  the  poison  was  none  other 
than  radiation  and  its  deadly  progeny;  and  that  the  source  was  Port  Radium, 
the  world's  first  uranium  mine  --  a primitive  and  often  secret  Crown 
company  called  Eldorado  Mining  and  Refining,  run  by  the  federal  government 
from  1942  to  1960. 

They  also  suspect  that  many  of  the  18  deaths  caused  by  cancer  or  lung 
diseases  in  the  community  in  the  past  30  years  may  be  all  part  of  the 
forgotten  mine's  radioactive  legacy  and  that  of  its  transport  arm. 

Northern  Transportation  Co.  Ltd. 

And  they  have  many  questions.  Why  did  the  federal  government,  their 
guardian,  and  Eldorado,  a defunct  Crown  corporation,  never  tell  them  of 
the  dangers  of  uranium  mining?  Why,  in  a community  where  cancers  were 
unknown  and  elders  once  lived  into  their  90s,  have  so  many  men  died  in 
their  60s  and  70s? 

"Something's  wrong.  A lot  of  people  have  died  of  cancer  in  the  last  15 
years,"  says  Paul  Baton,  83.  As  a young  man  he  and  more  than  30  other  Dene 
men  barged  or  hauled  100-pound  bags  of  uranium  ore  concentrate  along  a 2, 
,100-kilometre  transportation  web  of  rivers,  rapids  and  portages  known  as 


the  "Highway  of  the  Atom." 

In  addition  to  serving  as  coolies  for  the  war  effort,  the  Dene  ate  fish 

from  contaminated  dredging  ponds.  Their  children  played  with  the  dusty  ore 

at  river  docks  and  portage  landings.  And  their  women  sewed  tents  from  used 
uranium  sacks. 

The  boatmen  often  slept  atop  ore-filled  barges  and  nearly  a dozen 
families  regularly  hunted,  camped  and  fished  at  areas  that  a federal 
government  study  on  radioactive  wastes  identified  in  1994  as  having 
"elevated  gamma  radiation,  due  to  spillage  of  uranium  ore." 

"Before  the  mine,  you  never  heard  of  cancer,"  says  Baton,  a small  man 
with  clear  eyes  and  a strong  face.  "Not  once.  . . . The  river  pilots  I 

knew  all  died  of  cancer.  The  families  that  cut  logs  for  the  mine  are  all 

gone.  Something  is  wrong." 

Although  proving  that  a specific  radioactive  dose  caused  a specific 
individual  cancer  is  problematic,  scientists  generally  agree  that  there  is 
no  safe  threshold  for  radiation  exposure. 

All  exposures  carry  some  risk  of  cancer  or  genetic  effects  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  many  Dene  were  routinely  exposed  to  gamma  radiation  and 
radioactive  dust  over  a period  of  20  years. 

The  first  Dene  to  die  of  cancer,  or  what  elders  still  call  "the 
incurable  disease,"  was  Old  Man  Ferdinand  in  1960.  He  had  worked  at  the 
mine  site  as  a logger,  guide  and  stevedore  for  nearly  a decade. 

"It  was  Christmas  time  and  he  wanted  to  shake  hands  with  all  the  people 
as  they  came  back  from  hunting,"  recalls  Rene  Fumoleau,  then  an  Oblate 
missionary  working  in  Deline. 

After  saying  goodbye  to  the  last  family  that  came  in,  Ferdinand 
declared:  " 'Well,  I guess  I shook  hands  with  everyone  now,'  and  he  died 
three  hours  later. 

Others  followed  in  the  next  decade.  Victor  Dolphus'  arm  came  off  when  he 
tried  to  start  an  outboard  motor.  Dolphus,  who  had  worked  at  the  mine  site 
for  years,  needed  a contraption  to  hold  up  his  neck  before  the  cancer 
finished  him.  loe  Kenny,  a boat  pilot,  died  of  colon  cancer.  His  son, 
Napoleon,  a deck  hand,  died  of  stomach  cancer.  And  so  on. 

The  premature  death  of  so  many  men  has  not  only  left  many  widows  but 
interrupted  the  handing  down  of  culture.  "In  Dene  society  it  is  the 
grandfather  who  passes  on  the  traditions  and  now  there  are  too  many  men 
with  no  uncles,  fathers  or  grandfathers  to  advise  them,"  says  Cindy  Gilday, 
loe  Kenny's  daughter,  and  chair  of  Deline  Uranium  Committee. 

"It's  the  most  vicious  example  of  cultural  genocide  I have  ever  seen  and 
its  in  my  own  home." 

Although  the  Atomic  Energy  Control  Board  and  uranium  companies  have  long 
argued  that  little  was  known  about  uranium's  hazards,  evidence  from  U.S. 
and  Canadian  archives  and  survivors  of  the  era  tell  a different  story. 

Unlike  Ottawa,  the  U.S.  recently  declassified  250,000  documents  on  its 
atomic  weapons  and  energy  program,  which  reveal  that  government  officials 
and  scientists  in  both  countries  actively  discussed  uranium's  hazards  in 
secret.  Yet  publicly  they  remained  mute. 

The  perils  were  well  documented.  As  early  as  1932,  Canada's  Department 
of  Mines  published  studies  on  Port  Radium  that  repeatedly  warned  about 
radon's  poisonous  effects  on  the  lungs  and  "dangers  from  inhalation  of 
radioactive  dust." 

The  department's  own  blood  studies  on  Port  Radium  miners  lead  it  to 
conclude  "that  a hazard  may  exist  in  the  breathing  of  air  containing  even 
small  amounts  of  radon." 

Wilhelm  C.  Hueper  also  knew  this.  In  1942  the  founding  director  of  the 
environmental  cancer  section  of  the  U.S.  National  Cancer  Institute 
reviewed  300  years  of  radon  data  on  European  miners.  His  conclusion:  radon 
gas  in  cobalt  mines  routinely  produced  lung  cancers  that  systematically 
killed  more  than  half  of  all  miners  10  to  20  years  after  their  employment. 

Hueper  predicted  a similar  tragedy  for  radium  miners  in  Great  Bear  Lake 
and  the  Belgium  Congo.  Warned  the  scientist:  "In  case  the  Belgian  and 
Canadian  operations  should  be  conducted  without  the  essential  and 
comprehensive  protective  measures  for  the  workers,  the  prospects  for  an 
epidemic-like  appearance  of  lung  carcinomas  among  their  employees  can  be 
anticipated  in  the  not  too  distant  future."  Forty  years  later,  two 


Canadian  mortality  studies  confirmed  Hueper's  foresight. 

When  Hueper  began  to  issue  similar  warnings  to  U.S.  uranium  miners  on 
the  Colorado  Plateau  in  the  early  1950s , "the  mine  operators  and 
politicians  got  all  excited/'  says  Victor  E.  Archer,  an  epidemiologist  who 
started  the  first  cancer  studies  on  U.S.  miners  in  1954  and  is  now  a 
professor  of  occupational  medicine  in  Salt  Lake  City  at  the  University  of 
Utah . 

Declassified  U.S.  documents  also  show  that  the  U.S.  Atomic  Energy 
Commission  told  Hueper,  a world  expert  on  lung  cancers,  that  references  to 
occupational  cancers  among  uranium  miners  were  "not  in  the  public 
interest"  and  "represented  mere  conjecture." 

Notes  Archer:  "The  Canadians  knew  about  the  same  things  that  the  U.S. 
did  and  in  general  tagged  along  with  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission."  In 
fact  Eldorado  management  and  the  Canadian  government  regularly  received 
updates  on  radon  and  lung  cancer  studies  on  American  uranium  miners 
throughout  the  1950s. 

But  neither  government  nor  mine  owners  wanted  to  scare  miners  away  or 
implement  better  health  safeguards  that  would  force  uranium  prices  up, 
says  Archer. 

"We  always  suspected  that  the  Americans  had  more  information  about  the 
hazards  but  we  could  never  get  the  damn  stuff,"  recalls  Hank  Bloy,  a 
retired  engineer  for  Eldorado's  Port  Radium  and  Beaverlodge  mines  in  the 
late  1950s. 

"The  Americans  were  buying  our  uranium  and  wanted  it  badly  and  didn't 
cooperate  too  much  on  the  health  standards." 

In  1945,  a federal  research  team  from  Montreal  sent  to  monitor  radon  in 
the  mine  found  conditions  at  Port  Radium  appalling.  They  reported  that 
"the  radon  content  seems  to  be  so  high  as  to  be  definitely  dangerous  to 
the  health  of  those  working  in  the  mines." 

Despite  the  installation  of  some  fans  in  1946,  concerns  about  protection 
for  miners  at  Great  Bear  Lake  even  became  the  subject  of  several  1949 
memos  at  the  U.S.  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  which  at  that  time  bought  all 
the  mine's  ore.  This  information  was  so  confidential  that  one  memo  said: 
"It  should  not  be  quoted  in  any  published  report." 

The  next  reference  to  ongoing  radiation  hazards  at  the  mine  surfaced  at 
a secret  1953  meeting  at  Chalk  River,  Ont.  When  Canadian  officials 
expressed  concerns  about  high  radon  concentration  in  uranium  mines,  their 
American  counterparts  replied  that  "our  problem  is  different  because  we 
have  no  concentration  of  uranium  of  any  magnitude." 

This  was  a lie:  By  1953,  the  U.S.  Public  Health  Services  had  established 
that  American  miners  on  the  Colorado  Plateau  were  being  exposed  to  the 
same  radiation  doses  as  Hueper's  European  miners. 

Dr.  Andre  Cipriani,  a Canadian  biologist  keenly  concerned  about  health 
safety  in  the  whole  uranium  industry,  then  reported  "that  there  had  been 
three  or  four  cases  of  cancers  in  employees"  at  Port  Radium. 

When  the  Canadian  government  finally  sent  two  physicists  to  the  area  in 
the  mid-1950s  to  check  on  radon  levels  at  Port  Radium's  sister  mine  on 
Lake  Athabasca  --a  mine  with  much  lower  grade  ore  --  they  found  lots  of 
radon.  But  according  to  one  retired  senior  civil  servant,  that  report, 
like  Hueper's  concerns,  never  saw  the  light  of  day. 

"We  printed  it  in  green  covers,  which  means  declassified,  and  sent  a 
copy  up  to  Chalk  River.  And  the  next  thing  I knew  we  got  orders  from  the 
assistant  deputy  minister  to  collect  every  copy  and  get  them  back  to  the 
department  because  not  one  was  to  go  out.  That  report  was  squashed. 

"I  know  that  Eldorado  was  extremely  cautious  and  didn't  want  anything 
coming  out  and  I guess  they  said,  'For  God's  sake,  stop  this!'  and  it 
never  came  out,"  says  the  pensioned  official,  who  is  still  bound  to 
silence  by  the  Official  Secrets  Act. 

Because  this  health  information  was  withheld,  Canada's  energy  minister, 
Gordon  Churchill,  was  able  to  declare  in  1959  "that  there  are  no  special 
hazards  attached  to  the  mining  of  uranium  that  differ  from  other  mining 
activities."  Notes  Robert  Bothwell,  a University  of  Toronto  historian  and 
author  of  Eldorado,  a lengthy  history  of  the  Crown  company:  "The  profound 
and  deliberate  falsification  of  nuclear  hazards  began  at  the  top." 

The  Port  Radium  record  was  eventually  repeated  at  uranium  mines  across 


Canada.  When  the  Ontario  government  appointed  Dames  Ham  to  study  mine 
safety  at  Elliot  Lake,  another  Eldorado  uranium  property,  in  1974,  he 
concluded  that  "neither  the  workers  nor  their  representatives  were  advised 
about  the  emerging  status  of  the  problem  of  lung  cancer." 

Although  Elliot  Lake  has  now  been  closed  for  nearly  10  years,  former 
miners  with  lung  cancer  and  other  radiation  related  ailments  make  an 
average  of  one  compensation  claim  a week  in  Ontario. 

The  Atomic  Energy  Commission  still  has  not  adopted  the  latest  radiation 
exposure  guidelines  issued  by  the  International  Commission  of  Radiation 
Protection.  The  ICRP,  based  in  Sweden,  issued  the  recommended  levels  in 
1991. 

Later  Canadian  studies  found  just  what  scientists  early  on  had  predicted 
would  be  found.  One  pilot  study  on  Port  Radium  found  10  cases  of  lung 
cancer  among  76  men  who  had  worked  more  than  five  years  at  the  mine.  They 
died  between  1953  and  1975. 

Ontario  and  Newfoundland  studies  found  miners  exposed  to  radon  had  three 
to  five  times  the  average  lung  cancer  rate.  And  on  it  went. 

Watching  a uranium  miner  die  of  a radioactive  damaged  lung  is  a job  only 
for  the  brave.  A1  King,  an  82-year-old  retired  member  of  the  Steelworkers 
union  in  Vancouver,  has  held  the  hands  of  the  dying. 

He  recalls  one  retired  Port  Radium  miner  whose  chest  lesions  were  so  bad 
that  they  had  spread  to  his  femur  and  exploded  it.  "They  couldn't  pump 
enough  morphine  into  him  to  keep  him  from  screaming  before  he  died." 

"The  ethical  issues  raised  by  this  case  are  profound,"  says  Andy  Orkin, 
a well-known  Ontario  lawyer  who  advises  the  community  and  also  represents 
the  Cree  of  northern  Quebec.  "We  did  it  to  them.  Somebody  knew  the  stuff 
was  dangerous.  Even  by  standards  of  the  day,  they  had  a right  to  know." 

Before  the  mine,  the  Dene,  a nomadic  people,  hunted  and  fished  along  the 
rocky  shores  of  Great  Bear,  the  world's  fourth-largest  and  least-studied 
inland  lake.  But  the  stability  of  that  caribou  life  changed  when  the  Dene 
unwittingly  met  the  atom  in  1930. 

That's  the  year  Gilbert  and  Charlie  LaBine  started  to  mine  a rich  load 
of  pitchblende  or  radium  just  an  eight-hour  boat  ride  north  of  Deline 
(then  Fort  Franklin). 

According  to  the  elders,  a Dene  hunter  traded  a sample  of  the  black 
lustrous  mineral  to  a Kentucky-born  fur  trapper,  who  then  alerted  the 
LaBines,  failed  gold-seekers. 

In  exchange  for  the  right  to  mine  an  ore  then  worth  more  than  $70,000  a 
gram  on  world  markets,  the  Dene  received  a few  sacks  of  flour,  lard  and 
baking  powder. 

"On  that  day,  the  babies  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  were  doomed  to  death 
by  the  time  they  would  become  15  years  of  age,"  noted  a 1945  Herald 
article  on  the  historic  mine. 

Radium,  which  consists  largely  of  uranium  oxides,  was  then  used  for 
watch  dials,  medical  X-rays  and  cancer  treatments.  It  is  just  one  of  the 
radioactive  byproducts  of  uranium,  a constantly  decaying  metal  that 
releases  a wide  spectrum  of  deadly  energy  particles,  much  like  shrapnel 
from  a grenade. 

Port  Radium  contained  so  much  of  its  namesake  that  in  1932  the  Herald 
hailed  the  find  as  a "treasure  house"  and  "Great  Bear's  rich  citadel."  As 
a consequence,  the  mine  immediately  broke  the  world  monopoly  on  radium 
held  by  a Belgium  firm  in  the  Congo. 

Rather  than  ship  tonnes  of  chemicals  to  Great  Bear  to  refine  the  radium, 
Eldorado  established  a refinery  in  Port  Hope,  Ont.  It  sold  uranium  as  a 
waste  product  for  $1.35  a pound  or  scattered  radioactive  tailings  around 
the  city  --  a source  of  later  scandals. 

Before  the  mine  temporarily  closed  in  1940  due  to  the  war  and  declining 
radium  demand,  the  Dene  supplied  caribou  meat  for  the  miners  and  then 
worked  as  loggers,  stevedores  or  radium  coolies. 

In  1942,  the  U.S.  Manhattan  Project  --  the  secret  effort  to  turn  split 
atoms  into  explosive  bombs  --  quickly  revived  the  mine's  fortunes.  Having 
no  uranium  sources  of  its  own,  the  American  government  rapidly  bought  Port 
Radium  stockpiles  at  the  Port  Hope  Refinery  and  placed  an  order  for  60 
tonnes  of  uranium  oxide. 

To  advance  the  war  effort,  Ottawa  secretly  purchased  the  mine.  Alberta's 


wide-open  spaces  were  even  offered  as  possible  test  sites  for  the  bomb. 

It's  unknown  how  many  tonnes  of  Port  Radium  ore  fuelled  the  first  test 
bomb,  called  "Trinity/'  or  even  the  war-stoppers  --  "Fat  Man"  and  "Little 
Boy."  A shipload  of  Congo  ore  sitting  in  New  York  harbor  eventually  made 
up  the  bulk  of  the  supplies  because  Eldorado  had  trouble  filling  both 
American  and  British  orders  for  the  war  effort.  But  the  Manhattan  Project 
mixed  ores  from  Great  Bear  and  Africa  and  all  the  uranium  was  refined  at 
Port  Hope. 

"Nobody  knew  what  was  going  on/'  recalls  Isadore  Yukon,  who  hauled  ores 
for  three  summers  in  a row  during  the  1940s.  "Keeping  the  mine  going  full 
blast  was  the  important  thing." 

To  that  end,  the  mine  employed  250  white  miners  who  battled  frigid 
waters,  poor  ventilation  (the  mine  counted  on  natural  drafts  to  circulate 
air)  and  Port  Radium's  remoteness.  Miner  turnover  was  high. 

While  the  whites  mined  the  ore  and  sewed  crushed  ores  into  sacks,  the 
Dene  carried  and  piloted  what  they  called  the  "money  rock"  out  of  Great 
Bear  to  Fort  McMurray. 

"When  I was  young,"  recalled  66-year-old  Alfred  Taniton,  who  worked  on 
the  ore-ferrying  boats  for  five  years,  "I  saw  some  of  the  workers  hauling 
ores.  The  whites  would  have  showers  but  us  native  people  didn't.  ...  I 
guess  they  really  wanted  to  destroy  us.  That's  why  they  never  told  us 
these  things." 

His  wife  lane,  now  59,  lived  two  years  at  the  mine  and  ate  herring  from 
the  dredging  pond.  Two  years  ago  she  had  a cancerous  kidney  removed.  "If 
they  had  told  us  the  truth  the  people  wouldn't  have  worked  for  them,"  adds 
Alfred . 

In  1994,  an  advisory  committee  to  President  Bill  Clinton  published  a 
study  on  "human  radiation  experiments"  in  the  United  States.  It  looked  at 
the  treatment  of  miners,  many  of  whom  were  Navajos. 

Based  on  declassified  documents,  it  concluded  that  "an  insufficient 
effort  was  made  by  the  federal  government  to  mitigate  the  hazard  to 
uranium  miners  through  early  ventilation  of  the  mines  and  that  as  a result 
miners  died.  . . . Because  the  federal  government  did  not  take  the 
necessary  action,  the  product  it  purchased  was  at  the  price  of  hundreds  of 
deaths . " 

That  summary  should  bring  no  comfort  to  Deline's  widows,  nor  to  the 
widows  of  hundreds  of  uranium  miners  across  Canada. 

But  it  explains  a legacy  of  deception. 

"Of  all  the  world's  nuclear  powers,  Canada  is  the  last  hold-out  on 
talking  about  its  nuclear  legacy  and  how  so  many  things  went  terribly 
wrong,"  says  Gordon  Edwards,  a Montreal  mathematician  and  president  of  the 
Canadian  Coalition  for  Nuclear  Responsibility. 

"I  could  never  understand  why  authorities  were  so  resistant,"  reflects 
Archer,  whose  epidemiology  studies  on  American  miners  finally  broke  the 
official  silence  in  1961. 

"As  I got  older  I saw  the  same  thing  with  cigarette  smoking  and  asbestos. 
I now  believe  that  it's  a cultural  thing.  People  are  reluctant  to  change 
their  minds  and  accept  new  ideas." 

"The  first  time  I heard  about  this  bomb  was  from  an  army  veteran  in  the 
1950s,"  says  Deline  elder  Paul  Baton.  "The  soldier  said  he'd  had 
respiratory  problems,  probably  due  to  the  war.  He  told  us  about  the  bomb 
and  the  aftermath  and  what  it  was  made  from. 

"He  explained  how  they  dropped  the  bomb  and  its  effect  on  the  Japanese. 

He  said  later,  down  the  years,  it  will  affect  my  land  and  my  life.  . . . 

"We  had  no  idea.  We  are  a strong  people.  We  stand  by  our  words.  The 
elders  are  worried  about  the  water,  the  air  and  the  land.  We  must  keep  it 
clean  because  other  animals  use  the  land.  ...  I have  never  talked  about 
this  before  but  now  I am  talking." 

In  Deline,  the  elders  --  the  ones  that  survived  their  introduction  to 
the  nuclear  age  --  now  go  the  restored  house  of  the  prophet,  the 
Grandfather,  to  speak  to  the  dead. 

There  are  not  many  other  grandfathers  left. 


Port  Radium  (Eldorado)  Timeline 


1932:  Pont  Radium  begins  production.  Mines  Canada  issues  health  warnings  on 
radon  gas  and  radioactive  dust. 


1939:  Canadian  ore  used  in  first  atomic  chain  reaction  experiment. 

1940:  Port  Radium  closes. 

1941:  Port  Radium  reopens  for  war  effort,  as  world's  first  uranium  mine. 

1942:  United  States  government  orders  60  tonnes  of  uranium.  Canadian 
government  secretly  begins  to  buy  out  mine.  Dene  work  as  coolies. 

1945:  Bombs  dropped  on  Japan. 

1949:  U.S.  officials  raise  health  concerns  about  Port  Radium  miners. 

1953:  First  Port  Radium  miner  dies  of  cancer.  United  States  government 
secretly  begins  health  studies  on  U.S.  miners. 

1956:  Value  of  uranium  production  hits  $1  billion  in  Canada. 

1957:  Elliot  Lake  mine  opens. 

1960:  Port  Radium  mine  closes.  No  uranium  left.  First  Dene  dies  of  cancer. 
1967:  First  radon  standards  set. 

1974:  First  uranium  miners  with  lung  cancer  compensated  by  Ontario. 

1976:  Ham  Royal  Commission  slams  government  for  hiding  health  information 
from  miners.  First  Ontario  studies  published. 

1979:  First  cancer  death  study  on  Port  Radium  miners. 

1988:  Canadian  government  sells  Eldorado  to  Cameco. 


Jamie  Kneen,  1-259  Cambridge  St.,  Ottawa,  Ontario  KIR  7B1  Canada 
tel:  613.236.9188  --  fax:  613.236.8632  --  e-mail:  jkneen@web.net 

"RE : Pass  It  On"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Mar  1998  21:32:14  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : PASS  IT  ON. . . ! ! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d ' laan ' te ' ... 

I have  just  posted  a news  article  ("Disposable  Dene...??")  about  how  some 
of  my  relatives  were  killed  & others  are  still  dying  horrible  deaths  due 
to  the  belief  by  non-Indian  "authorities"  that  the  lives  of  dozens  of  Dene 
were  "expendable"...  This  is  what  I sent  the  South  American  brother  who 
sent  it  to  me,  & I thought  it  may  serve  to  remind  some  on  the  ng,  who  may 
not  know  what  the  life  is  like  in  isolated  villages  where  most  Indian 
people  live,  of  the  importance  of  our  "passing  it  on..." 

Thank  you  very  much  for  this  one,  Carlos...  Every  one  of  the  Dene 
mentioned  are  my  family  kinfolks  & relations,  so  I will  make  sure  copies 
go  back  home,  to  the  villages..  Even  though  they  know  what  is  happening  to 
them,  it  is  important  for  them  to  know  that  the  rest  of  the  world  knows 
too.  It  is  very  important  to  me  that  they  know  that  what  is  happening  to 
them  is  important  enough  to  be  talked  about  outside. 

Just  as  the  Indigenous  in  Mexico  must  be  given  news  of  what  we  are  doing, 
of  how  we  are  watching  & working  in  our  efforts  for  Chiapas.  People  in 
North  America,  where  we  get  news  of  anything  that  effects  our  lives  almost 
every  waking  minutes,  from  ten  thousand  different  sources...,  the  Indian 


peoples  of  the  Americas  hear  very  little  of  the  outside  world. 

So  it  is  easy  for  oppressors,  military,  economic  & cultural,  etc.,  to  say 
to  those  in  the  villages,  "See  no  one  cares.  No  one  will  help  you.  Give  up 
your  struggle.  We  are  your  only  salvation,  so  bow  your  heads  & bend  your 
knees ..." 

But  now  even  the  smallest  village  has  access  to  fax,  or  snailmail, 
received  right  in  the  village  or  at  the  local  organizations'  building  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  valley  or  mountain.  (Although  few  places  have 
websites,  many  of  the  communities  up  north  are  now  on  the  internet  by 
their  school,  through  the  newsgroups  at  <can . school . net>) . 

It  is  important  to  share  news  for  the  sake  of  survival,  for  the  same 
reason  that  news  of  the  caribou  herds'  movement  were/are  important,  or 
news  of  the  first  geese..,  for  the  same  reason  that  news  of  pending 
catastrophes  such  as  wars,  drought,  epidemic  & such  were/are  important.  So 
that  families  can  prepare  defenses,  take  action  precluding  the  crisis,  & 
pass  the  news  on  down  the  "moccasin  telegraph"... 

I send  many  small  places  that  nobody's  heard  of  the  news  from  the  ng's  & 
wire-services  & newspapers  a couple  of  times  each  week.  For  example,  the 
battle  of  the  Maya  in  Chiapas  is  a story  being  followed  closely  in  many 
northern  communities,  & stories  are  read  over  community  radio  & translated 
& discussed.  "See?"  I ask  when  sending  stories  of  Chiapas,  "See  what 
relations  just  a few  weeks  walk  south  of  you  are  facing?  See  what  the 
immigrant-governments  are  doing  to  the  peoples  of  this  land?  Remember  the 
warnings  of  those-gone-but-still-with-us,  seeing  what  is  happening,  can 
you  trust  a single  word  of  the  newcomers?  So  be  polite,  smile  a lot,  & 
never  forget  that  when  they  say  white  it  is  black,  & if  they  swear  on 
their  god  that  they  speak  the  truth  you  can  be  sure  it's  a lie..."  And  so 
they  read  the  stories,  look  at  the  world  around  them,  and  they  teach  the 
children  the  truth...,  of  who  & what  the  real  people  are,  what  real  family 
is  & why  the  newcomers  are  to  be  respected  - for  the  number  of  guns  they 
have,  not  for  their  character,  honesty  or  humanity.  For  even  those  who  do 
not  carry  the  guns  are  as  guilty  as  the  gun-carriers,  by  their  lack  of 
will  to  control  those  with  the  guns,  whom  they  reportedly  control  in  their 
"democracies . " 

So  please,  everyone,  download  & print  different  news  items  once  or  twice 
each  week  & send  copies  home,  by  fax  or  snailmail  if  email  isn't 
available,  with  a short  covering  note  asking  that  it  be  posted  at  the 
local  band  office,  or  clinic,  or  given  to  the  radio  station.  Hearing  news 
of  the  other  battles  being  fought  by  other  Nations  in  The  War  of  Survival, 
the  war  that  has  lasted  for  505  years  & is  still  raging,  is  an  important 
morale-builder  for  the  families  in  their  own  struggle;  in  The  Struggle.  It 
is  the  strategy  of  the  enemy  that  people  feel  isolated,  alone  & 
eventually  without  hope.  Your  passing  on  news  items  undermines  this 
much-used  tactic  of  the  invaders.  So...., 

Pass  it  on . . . 
masi : cho . . . 


"RE : Another  Political  Prisoner  of  Canada"  

Date:  Sun,  5 Apr  1998  12:42:56  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : ANOTHER  POLITICAL  PRISONER  OF  CANADA:  WARREN  GEORGE 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sat,  4 Apr  1998  13:12:34  -0400 

From:  ara@web.net 

Sub j : Warren  George  gets  6 Months 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
Yesterday  was  the  sentencing  hearing  for  Warren  George  of  Stoney  Point. 
Unlike  the  reading  of  his  verdict,  Warren  was  given  the  smallest  room  in 
the  courthouse  for  his  sentencing,  so  very  few  of  the  approximately  100 
supporters  present  were  able  to  actually  hear  the  judge's  sentence. 
Warren's  closest  family  were  all  in  the  courtroom  to  hear  what  the  judge 
had  to  say.  Several  people  from  Stoney  Point,  other  territories  and  "urban 
supporters  from,  London,  Peterborough,  Toronto,  Kitchener,  Guelph  (and 


probably  other  cities)  remained  outside  playing  music,  and  holding  signs 
and  placards  waited  outside  the  courtroom  for  the  full  THREE  HOURS  it  took 
the  judge  to  complete  his  sentencing. 

The  following  is  an  article  written  by  one  of  the  three  of  four  reporters 
allowed  into  the  courtroom,  with  editorial  comment  from  Anti-Racist  Action 
in  [brackets].  Of  the  media  allowed  in,  there  was  one  woman  who  was  a one 
time  "historical  researcher"  for  ON  F.I.R.E.  and  the  London  Free  Press 
reporter  who  has  covered  the  Stoney  Point  trials  since  lulie  Carl  was 
removed  from  her  Sarnia  beat  when  the  Sun  chain  took  over  the  London  Free 
Press.  Dulie  Carl's  coverage  of  the  trials  had  come  to  be  quite 
sympathetic  to  the  Stoney  Pointers,  yet  she  was  pulled  in  the  middle  of 
Warren's  trial. 


April  4,  1998 

IPPERWASH  PROTESTER  SENT  TO  TAIL,  NATIVES  ANGERED  OVER  'INIUSTICE' 

By  Dohn  Hamilton  --  London  Free  Press  Reporter 

SARNIA  --  Natives  and  supporters  complained  bitterly  Friday  after  Warren 
George,  25,  was  sentenced  to  six  months  in  jail  on  driving  offences  in  a 
1995  clash  between  police  and  protesters  outside  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park. 

"It's  a great  injustice,"  Cathryn  George,  his  aunt,  said,  as 
placard-carrying  supporters  milled  outside  court.  "Don't  talk  to  me  about 
respect  for  the  law." 

Minutes  earlier,  ludge  Greg  Pockele  of  Ontario  Court,  provincial  division, 
dismissed  appeals  not  to  send  Warren  George  to  jail  but  allow  him  to  serve 
his  sentence  in  the  community. 

Arguing  for  a nine-  to  12-month  conditional  sentence,  defence  lawyer  leff 
House  said  some  people  might  be  "inflamed"  if  George  was  given  a "crushing 
sentence . " 

Prosecutor  Henry  Van  Druden  asked  the  judge  to  impose  a jail  sentence  of 
up  to  18  months. 

In  his  ruling,  Pockele  said  George's  actions  in  driving  a car  into  a group 
of  riot-control  Ontario  Provincial  Police  were  too  serious  to  be  considered 
for  a conditional  sentence. 

The  judge  said  his  sentence  was  intended  as  a deterrent  to  others  and  a 
denunciation  of  George's  behavior. 

Pockele  said  he  also  questioned  whether  George  had  real  remorse  for  his 
actions  or  any  respect  for  law. 

George,  he  said,  had  become  part  of  "escalating  violence  against  police" 
on  Sept.  6,  1995,  when  Dudley  George,  one  of  the  protesters,  was  shot  and 
killed  by  police. 

As  police  started  to  lead  George  off  to  jail,  a woman  identified  as  his 
stepmother  jumped  forward,  screaming,  "you're  not  taking  him.  He  didn't 
kill  anybody." 

After  additional  police  officers  were  called,  George  was  taken  away  and 
the  crying  woman  soothed.  She  refused  to  speak  later  to  reporters. 

WILL  APPEAL 

Outside  court.  House  said  the  convictions  and  sentence  will  be  appealed. 

He  said  his  client  asked  supporters  to  remain  calm  and  show  restraint. 

House  said  a team  of  lawyers,  led  by  Mike  Code,  will  also  apply  for  a 
bail  hearing  for  George,  pending  the  appeal.  He  said  it's  likely  a hearing 
wouldn't  be  held  before  next  Wednesday. 

House  said  the  Ipperwash  standoff  is  "crying  out  for  a judicial  inquiry. 
It's  time  one  was  called." 

George  was  sentenced  Friday  on  convictions  in  February  for  criminal 
negligence  causing  bodily  harm  and  assault  with  a car,  his  car. 

The  judge  had  stayed  action  on  a third  conviction  of  dangerous  driving 
causing  bodily  harm. 

The  turmoil  at  Ipperwash  came  two  days  after  protesters  occupied  the  park, 
arguing  they  were  reclaiming  land  where  a burial  ground  had  been 
desecrated . 

Dudley  George  was  shot  and  killed  shortly  after  police  in  riot  gear  moved 
to  clear  a parking  lot  at  one  of  the  park's  gates. 

Rocks,  stones  and  flaming  sticks  were  thrown  at  police  before  Warren 
George  drove  his  car  into  the  parking  lot  where  other  protesters  were 
fighting  with  officers. 


George's  car  hit  five  officers.  One  officer  was  hurt. 

[Totally  white  washed  version...  the  only  reason  the  Warren  ended  up 
hitting  police  officers  was  because  he  had  to  swerve  out  of  the  way  to 
avoid  being  shot  at.  As  he  was  driving  straight , an  officer  appeared  in 
front  of  him  and  raised  his  firearm  straight  at  Warren.  So,  Warren  swerved 
to  the  right  and  braked  to  avoid  being  hit.  That's  when  he  accidentally  hit 
some  officers,  and  one  wound  up  with  a sprained  ankle  and  "post-traumatic 
stress".  - ARA-  Toronto] 

OPP  Acting  Sgt.  Kenneth  Deane  was  later  convicted  of  criminal  negligence 
causing  Dudley  George's  death.  He  was  given  a conditional  sentence  to  be 
served  in  the  community  and  told  to  do  180  hours  of  community  work. 

Another  protester,  Cecil  Bernard  George,  has  filed  a civil  action  against 
police,  arguing  he  was  badly  beaten  by  officers  using  excessive  force. 

Among  the  protesters  outside  court  Friday,  he  said  Warren  George  was  trying 
to  save  him  from  a beating  when  he  drove  his  car  at  police. 

"It's  unjust.  The  police  should  apologize  for  what  they  did  to  us,  our 
people,  our  country,"  he  said. 

Rim  Rhude,  Warren  George's  mother,  called  the  sentencing  "unfair"  while 
his  sister,  Leanne  George,  said  it  was  "totally  unbelievable." 

For  Cathryn  George,  her  nephew's  actions  were  justified  as  "defending  the 
land  and  graves  of  our  ancestors." 

In  his  ruling,  the  judge  also  banned  George  from  d 
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Date:  Tue,  14  Apr  1998  19:46:11  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.016 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  Triballaw  & Nat-Film  Lists; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 

North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"We  also  have  a religion  which  was  given  to  our  forefathers,  and  has 
been  handed  down  to  us  their  children.  It  teaches  us  to  be  thankful,  to 
be  united,  and  to  love  one  another.  We  never  quarrel  about  religion." 

Red  Jacket,  Seneca 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

A lot  of  shorter  news  items  arrived  this  week  that  deserve  reading  and 
consideration.  I give  them  this  space  I usually  reserve  for  thoughts 
I wish  to  share. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Date:  Mon,  06  Apr  1998  11:20:46  EDT 

From:  ejohnson20@juno.com  (Edward  M Johnson) 

Sub j : MicmacBush  <MicmacBush@aol . com> : Re:  Carol  McBain 


I am  requesting  assistance  on  behalf  of  this  Native  person.  Please 
forward  your  responses  directly  to  her.  If  there  is  any  guidance  anyone 
would  care  to  offer  to  put  an  end  to  this  attack  please  feel  free  to  copy 
your  messages  to  me.  I am  also  requesting  that  this  message  and  request 
for  assistance  be  forwarded  to  everyone  in  your  circle.  If  anyone  feel  it 
is  necessary  to  contact  me  directly  you  may  do  so  by  calling  me  at 
716-832-8232  (home)  and  we  can  talk.  May  the  Great  Spirit  continue  to 
guide  and  protect  you  all  and  shine  his  light  on  your  paths. 

Ed 


Begin  forwarded  message  — 

Date:  Fri,  3 Apr  1998  00:41:45  EST 
From:  MicmacBush  <MicmacBush@aol . com> 
Sub j : Re:  Carol  McBain 


Flello, 

My  sister  Mary  Eunice  Me  Bain{  Charbonneau}  still  has  not  got  her 
problems  resolved. They  now  want  her  to  get  a green  card,and  they  will 
deport  her  if  she  doesn't  come  up  with  one. I sent  for  some  papers  from 
our  reservation  in  Canada, it  states  that  she  is  a member  of  the  Eel  River 
Bar  reservation, and  is  a full  blooded  micmac  native.  She  is  at  her  wits 
end  with  all  this.  One  document  is  her  status  card,all  she  needs  to  do 
is  get  a picture  on  it, and  she  needs  to  send  it  back  to  Canada  so  they 
can  make  it  official  for  them.  Can  you  help  in  some  way? 

Sincerely,  Caroline  McBain 
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Date:  Mon,  13  Apr  1998  12:12:43  EDT 
From:  Jordan  S Dill  <jsd@SOVER.NET> 

Subj : A Passing. . . 

Irma  Rooks  Bear  Stops  Passes  On 

Please  the  post  the  following  Message  to  any  newsgroups: 

Funeral  Services  are  being  held  in  Wambli  SD  today  for  Irma  Rooks-Bear 


Stops,  a Wounded  Knee  Warrior  woman  who  stepped  up  to  be  among  the 
Wounded  Knee  Leadership  in  1973.  She  was  a treaty  rights  activist  who 
testified  during  the  Wounded  Knee  Trials  in  Nebraska  in  1974  following 
the  charges  made  against  Wounded  Knee  Activists  involved  in  1973 
Standoff.  We  hope  the  people  will  remember  her  and  the  tremendous 
sacrifices  she  made  in  those  earlier  years. 

On  December  16,  1974,  The  US  Distr  Ct  of  Nebraska,  Lincoln,  held  a trial 
to  hear  testimony  on  the  motion  to  dismiss  charges  against  the  Wounded 
Knee  Defendents  before  the  Honorable  Warren  K.  Urbom.  "The  Sioux  Treaty 
Hearing"  was  called  to  dismiss  claims  against  65  defendents  charged  in 
the  1973  Wounded  Knee  Liberation.  The  defendants  claimed  the  US  had  no 
jurisdiction  on  Lakota  Land  under  the  1868  Ft  Laramie  Treaty.  The 
defendants  asserted  a little  known  concept  back  then,  something  called 
Sovereignty. 

Irma  Rooks  Bear  Stops  was  among  the  defendants.  "The  sacred  Pipe  was 
given  to  us  from  the  Great  Spirit.  Whatever  promises  are  made  through 
the  Sacred  Pipe  are  to  be  honored  and  respected.  Using  the  Pipe  to  live 
by  is  really  hard  for  people,  you  cannot  fool  the  Great  Spirit.  The  Pipe 
always  comes  in  first  with  everything.  The  promises  that  you  make  are 
included  - such  as  with  the  Treaty."  She  testified. 

"The  1868  Treaty  meant  that  the  land  rightfully  belongs  to  Mother  Earth 
and  the  Great  Spirit.  We  are  supposed  to  live  on  it  and  take  care  of  it 
so  that  it  can  provide  all  the  things.  No  white  man  shall  come  into  the 
reservation.  We  are  supposed  to  govern  ourselves.  We  are  supposed  to 
take  care  of  our  own."  She  told  the  court. 

"The  treaty  was  made  with  the  Sacred  Pipe.  Lakota  people  honor  that 
Treaty.  The  1868  Treaty  is  taught  to  us  since  we  were  young  the  older 
people  talk  about  it  because  that  is  the  way  of  our  history.  In  the 
future,  when  people  read  the  writing  of  the  1868  Treaty,  they  will 
understand  that  there  is  a lot  of  difference.  The  Government  did  not 
understand  what  the  Indians  were  trying  to  tell  the  government,  and  it 
is  assumed  that  is  what  they  wanted." 

Irma  is  remembered .. .Mitakuye  oyasin. 

Robert  Quiver  jr, 

Lakota  Student  Alliance 
PO  Box  225 
Kyle,  SD  57752 
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Date:  Wed,  8 Apr  1998  08:39:11  -0400 
From:  Duegon@webtv.net  (Willow  Butler) 

Sub j : Front  Page  of  The  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer  Wed.  4-8-98  daily  newspaper 
Hau  Gary, 

"3UDGE  TOSSES  OUT  CHIEF  WAHOO  CASE" 

Judge  clears  Wahoo  protesters  >> > 

A Cleveland  Judge  dismissed  charges  against  American  Indian  activists 
yesterday  because  she  said  City  Prosecutors  failed  to  prove  that  the  trio 
broke  any  laws  at  a 1997  World  Series  game  where  they  protested  the  use 
of  Chief  Wahoo  caricature. . . 

There  is  more  information  in  the  article,  if  you  are  interested  e-mail  me. 
Ah  Ho 

Mends  the  Hoop 

THE  BALANCE  OF  LIFE  'LOVE' 


Date:  Fri,  10  Apr  1998  16:12:31  -0400 
From:  yaelg@juno.com  (Yael  Grauer) 

Sub j : Four  Arrested  for  Burning  a Chief  Wahoo  Effigy 

There  was  a protest  today  against  the  Chief  Wahoo  mascot  at  the  stadium. 
Protestors  were  on  both  sides  of  the  field.  On  one  side.  Bob  Roche  (from 
the  American  Indian  Movement)  and  a handful  of  other  people  held  signs  and 
talked  to  people  about  the  mascot.  The  media  was  covering  it,  and  there 


were  "Peacekeepers"  sent,  they  said,  by  the  mayor,  to  prevent  fights  between 
the  fans  and  the  protestors. 

On  the  other  side,  four  people  (Bellecourt,  Reyna,  and  two  others)  were 
arrested  for  burning  an  effigy  of  Chief  Wahoo. . .amidst  chants  of  "let  them 
go,"  "FOD  means  KKK,  there's  no  justice  in  the  USA"  and  "No  justice,  no 
peace,  the  racist  police."  The  fire  department  was  contacted  and  the 
officers  said  that  the  only  reason  the  four  were  arrested  was  because  of 
the  possible  hazard  of  burning  the  effigy,  as  it  was  extremely  windy  out. 

Many  people  spoke  into  a microphone  and  there  was  a huge  sound  system. 
There  was  also  a lot  of  media  people,  who  we  handed  out  AIM  press 
releases  to... Bob  Roche  and  several  other  people  were  interviewed.  There 
was  also  a woman  from  Ithaca  college  who  was  researching  the  protests  and 
interviewed  several  people.  Thirty  protestors  were  on  this  side  at  the 
beginning  of  the  protest,  and  twenty  more  showed  up  near  the  end. 

As  my  friend  and  I were  walking  over  from  one  side  to  the  other,  a police 
officer  followed  us  and  told  us  that  the  protesters  had  to  be  in  the 
designated  protest  area.  (We  were  holding  signs  saying  "PEOPLE  NOT 
MASCOT$".)  She  followed  us  *very*  closely  and  I told  her  we  were  just 
walking  over  to  the  other  side,  so  she  "escorted"  us  there  and  closed  the 
fence  behind  us. 

Somebody  at  the  protest  mentioned  that  we  were  only  allowed  to 
demonstrate  four  times  a month  because  of  some  court  order,  but  I haven't 
looked  into  it  yet. 

More  information  about  the  arrests,  etc.  as  I get  it. 


Date:  Fri,  10  Apr  1998  22:56:22  -0400 
From:  Duegon@webtv.net  (Willow  Butler) 

Sub j : TV  nightly  News  10:00pm  4-10-98 

Hau  Gary,  Bad  news ... .Vernon  Bellecourt  was  arrested  again  today,  for 
protesting  outside  the  Jacobs  Field  ball  park,  at  the  Cleveland  Indians 
home  opener . . . 

He  is  in  jail  and  at  this  time  there  has  not  been  any  charges  pressed... 
The  police  are  however  looking  at  arson  charges.  Vernon  set  fire  to  an 
effigy  of  Chief  Wahoo  as  he  had  done  at  one  of  the  World  Series  games 
in  the  Fall  of  1997... 

News  release  from  Friday,  April  10th  10:00pm 
Ah  Ho 

Mends  the  Hoop 

THE  BALANCE  OF  LIFE  'LOVE' 
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Date:  Tue,  7 Apr  1998  23:31:16  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Joseph  Anthony  Reilly  < jareilly@umich . edu> 

Here  is  a copy  of  the  statement  issued  tonight  at  the  Townhall  Meeting. 

Joe 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

I have  been  asked  to  participate  in  this  panel  discussion  and  to  voice 
my  concerns  and  opinions  as  a Native  American  student  at  the  University  of 
Michigan.  I am  honored  to  be  part  of  such  an  important  and  necessary 
dialogue  yet  cannot  overlook  the  blatant  disregard  for  Native  American 
representation  by  President  Clinton's  Advisory  Board  on  Race  Relations. 
Clinton's  Initiative  on  race  challenges  Americans  to  "fulfill  the  promise 
of  America  by  embracing  all  citizens  of  all  races,"  yet  fails  to  include 
the  principal  people  of  this  continent.  It  seems  as  though  Native 
Americans  were  never  meant  to  be  a part  of  this  idea  of  "One  America." 

The  hypocrisy  inherent  within  this  initiative  is  shameful,  and  is 
indicative  of  the  relationship  which  has  existed  between  the  American 
government  and  Native  Americans  for  hundreds  of  years. 

Native  Americans  are  the  only  race  who  must  prove  a certain  degree 
of  blood  quantum  and  carry  ID  cards  in  order  to  be  recognized  by  the 
United  States  government  as  legally  legitimate.  The  land  upon  which  this 
University  and  all  of  American  society  sits  was  once  the  land  of  Native 


nations  and  has  been  obtained  by  the  government  through  broken  treaties 
and  forced  relocation  policies.  Our  traditions  and  culture  continue  to  be 
trivialized  and  mocked  by  racist  mascots  and  ignorant  organizations,  even 
here  at  the  University  of  Michigan  by  the  secret  society  of  Michigamua 
which  is  supported  by  the  University  and  has  continued  to  perpetuate 
stereotypical,  degrading,  and  disrespectful  representations  of  Native 
Americans  for  almost  a century.  We  are  not  invisible.  Native  people 
exist  and  our  problems  and  concerns  need  to  be  recognized  and  understood 
if  this  initiative  is  to  be  truly  productive  on  both  the  campus  and 
National  levels. 

I cannot  participate  in  a program  which  has  chosen  to  alienate  and 
disregard  the  pressing  concerns  of  Indigenous  Americans  in  National  racial 
dialogue.  I hereby  withdraw  my  support  of  the  President's  Initiative  on 
Race  until  Native  American  representation  is  included  on  the  National 
level  in  President  Clinton's  Advisory  Board  on  Race  Relations. 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

4.17.1973  Frank  Clearwater  - AIM  member  killed  by  heavy  machine  gun 
round  at  Wounded  Knee. 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : Letter  to  Gorton"  -- 
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Date:  Sun,  12  Apr  1998  15:54:21  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Dames  BlueWolf  <wolfbros@zapcom. net> 

Sub j : letter  to  Gorton 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Haaah-  this  letter  reflects  our  families  views  on  the  subject. 
Haaah(hello)  Sir: 

I respectfully  disagree  with  your  views  on  this  subject.  Only  in  the 
last  few  years  has  the  Government  of  the  United  States  begun  to  act 


responsibly  and  honorably  toward  the  Nations  upon  which  it  imposed,  by 
right  of  force  only,  its  forms  of  government  and  law. 

That  our  'civilized'  federal  government  is  just  now  admitting  that 
perhaps  the  destruction  of  our  Nations'  rights  to  sovereignty  and  self- 
government  because  of  a racially  and  culturally  misguided  theory  and 
policy  of  Manifest  Destiny  is  commendable.  But  we  feel  its  has  a long  way 
to  go. 

Backing  up  and  taking  away  this  'newly  discovered'  partial  recognition 
of  our  right  to  self-determination,  and  our  authority  to  exercise  control 
over  our  lands  and  Nations  is,  quite  simply,  the  reassertion  of  a 
culturally  and  racially  biased  viewpoint. 

Though  our  relationship  has  been  described  as  "domestic  dependent 
nations",  we  are,  in  fact,  much  more  than  that.  In  order  to  lift 
ourselves  from  the  poverty,  violence  and  dependencies  that  limit  our 
Nations'  progress  our  young  people  must  be  given  the  sense  that  they 
control  the  destiny  of  their  Tribes. 

Senator  Gorton,  this  is  the  difference  that  has  existed  among  our 
Peoples  from  the  first  day  we  came  into  contact.  Our  individualism  and 
freedoms  are  derived  from  our  commitments  to  our  Tribes  first,  and  to 
ourselves  second.  The  average  americans'  commitment  often  starts  and  ends 
with  themselves. 

Your  'advanced'  society  is  deteriorating  daily  dues  to  lack  of  common 
purpose,  ethics,  morals,  and  personal  commitment  to  the  Nation.  Your 
problems  with  violence,  dependency,  deterioration  of  family  values  and 
morals  is  directly  tied  to  this  absolute  fanaticism  on  upholding 
individual  rights  without  responsibility  to  a family,  tribal,  or 
representative  center. 

Unfortunately  this  absence  of  commitment  is  dragging  our  Nations  and 
Families  down  with  it!  Your  culture  and  society  has  not  proved  as  strong 
and  viable  as  you  hoped  it  might  be.  We  have  never  been  assimilated.  We 
always  have  known  that  our  structures  of  government  and  commitments  to 
honor  and  moral  integrity  were  equal  to  your  own. 

All  the  objections  you  have  put  forth  dealing  with  tribal  government 
abuses  stem  not  from  the  legal  deterioration  of  personal  rights  but  from 
the  Indian  Reorganization  Acts  inept  reorganization  of  Tribal  governments 
into  vehicles  which  are  ripe  for  abuse  and  misuse  by  individuals  and 
cliques.  The  elected  Tribal  Council  systems  are  poorly  structured  and 
have  none  of  the  supposed  checks  and  balances  of  power  built  into  the 
american  democratic  system.  Even  your  balances  of  power  have  not  always 
proved  to  be  effective-  Andrew  lackson  vs  the  Supreme  Court,  etc. 

If  you  truly  have  an  interest  in  ending  these  abuses  of  individual 
rights  then  sponsor  a bill  directing  the  Interior  and  the  BIA  to  allow 
Indian  Nations  to  select  and  reorganize  their  tribal  governments  to  reflect 
a more  responsive,  responsible  form  of  representation . Also  sponsor  an 
investigation  into  the  theft  and  mis-appropriation  of  billions  of  dollars 
from  Indian  trust  accounts  and  resource  lease  management  programs.  If  this 
money  was  recovered  many  of  these  issues  might  be  immediately  resolved! 

We  cannot  step  backwards  in  time.  Do  not  diminish  our  powers  and 
sovereignty-  give  us  more  control  over  our  own  respective  governments  and 
you  will  see  us  take  greater  strides  toward  economic  self-reliance. 

As  for  taxation,  and  non-indian  representation  issues-  as  sovereign 
nations,  (even  domestic  dependent  ones),  we  have  our  right  to  disagreement 
with  your  views. 

Respectfully,  lames  and  Bernie  BlueWolf 

"RE : Scrap  Archaeological  Regulations"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Apr  1998  18:51:01  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web.net> 

Sub j : Fwd:  Nfld.  wants  to  scrap  archaeological  surveys  of  drilling  sites 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  8 Apr  1998  11:40:16  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  ag737@freenet . carleton . ca  (Wallace  1. McLean) 

Sub j : Mining  Industry  Wants  Archaeological  Regulations  Scrapped 


Mailing  List: 


Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 


This  is  scary.  Please  voice  your  opposition  to  this  move  by  writing 
Premier  Tobin:  <premier@gov.nf .ca> 

CBC  ST.  HOHN'S  REGIONAL  NEWS,  APRIL  8 1998 

The  provincial  government  may  scrap  regulations  that  require 
archaeological  surveys  at  remote  drill  sites  in  Labrador. 

But  an  official  with  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  says  the  move  could 
lead  to  the  looting  of  ancient  artifacts. 

Before  an  exploration  company  can  drill  for  minerals  it  has  to  prove 
that  the  activity  won't  disturb  any  archaeological  sites. 

The  policy  is  meant  to  assure  Labrador's  native  groups  that  their 
heritage  won't  be  destroyed. 

But  the  assistant  deputy  minister  of  mines  and  energy  says  the  policy 
might  be  changed. 

Paul  Deans  says  the  mining  industry  is  pressuring  the  government  to  drop 
the  regulation,  and  his  department  is  willing  to  review  the  regulation. 

The  director  of  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association's  cultural  arm  says  the 
surveys  shouldn't  be  scrapped. 

Gary  Baikie  says  if  there  are  no  surveys,  artifacts  could  be  damaged  or 
looted,  and  sold  on  the  black  market. 

Dean  says  if  any  change  does  occur  it  won't  effect  this  summer's 
drilling  season. 

There's  more  to  life  than  books,  you  know  (but  not  much  more.) 

VISIT  LABRADOR!:  http://www.geocities.com/Yosemite/Rapids/3330/ 

CONSTITUTION  OF  Nfld.  and  Lab.:  http://www.freenet.carleton.ca/~ag737 

"RE : Rally  against  Tribal  Flunters"  

Date:  Tue,  7 Apr  1998  02:12:31  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Washington  Rally  against  Tribal  Hunters  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message: 

* NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK  * 

BOX  5464 

Tacoma,  WA  98415-0464 
E-mail:  arthurmiller50@juno . com 
- Tuesday,  31  March  1998  - 


ANTI-RACIST  EMERGENCY  ACTION  NETWORK 


On  March  21st  500  white  hunters  held  a rally  in  Olympia,  WA 
against  tribal  hunters.  It  is  their  claim  that  Native  hunters  the 
elk  herds  in  the  state.  They  proclaimed  that  is  the  "state  does 
not  stop  the  Tribes,  then  they  will".  A few  signs  read  "White  men 
have  rights  too!"  The  state  Fish  and  Wildlife  commission  reports 
that  last  year,  among  the  20  Tribes  within  the  state,  tribal 
hunters  took  286  elk,  non-tribal  hunters  took  6,429  elk. 

We  of  the  NWLPSN,  wondered  what  the  big  deal  was,  given  the 
fact  that  the  non-tribal  hunters  were  taking  far  more  elk  than 
were  tribal  hunters.  We  concluded  that  this  was  just  another  part 
of  the  raising  right  wing  campaign  in  this  state  against  the 
First  Nations  in  the  last  few  years.  This  has  included;  an 
organized  campaign  against  tribal  shell  fishing  (including  many 
threats  of  violence),  opposition  to  an  amphitheater  on  tribal 
land  (even  though  their  are  only  around  20  non-tribal  homes 
anywhere  around  that  area,  whites  have  been  filling  up  meetings 
on  this  issue  and  last  week  over  500  whites  showed  up  at  a 
meeting  to  protest),  the  picketing  of  a tribal  smoke  shops  by 
whites  (even  though  right  up  the  road  were  white  owned  stores 
carry  the  same  products),  and  there  are  many  more  examples.  We 
were  told  that  anti-tribal  organizations  have  targeted  for 


campaigns,  Montana,  Wisconsin  and  Washington.  We  have  found  that 
some  of  these  groups  are  backed  by  national  anti-treaty 
organizations,  "Wise  Use"  organizations,  and  that  the  Heritage 
Foundation  is  funding  one  of  these  groups.  We  also  found  that  the 
Washington  Militia  (organized  by  the  Montana  Militia)  has  been 
involved  in  anti-tribal  activities  on  northern  Washington.  There 
is  nothing  that  the  First  Nations  can  do  that  involves  helping 
their  people  in  which  groups  of  whites  have  not  come  out  and 
protested . 

Also,  Washington  is  the  home  of  Sen.  Slade  Gorton  who  has 
carried  on  an  24  year  crusade  against  the  tribes.  He  now  has  a 
bill  in  congress  that  if  passed  could,  in  time,  wipe  out  tribal 
sovereignty. 

Given  all  this,  the  NWLPSN  has  begun  to  organize  an 
Anti-Racist  Emergency  Action  Network.  Our  first  action  will  be 
Apr.  7th,  11:00am  vigil  at  a hearing  of  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs 
Committee  meeting  being  held  in  south  Seattle.  Double  Tree  Inn, 
205  Stranded  Blvd,).  This  hearing  is  on  Gorton's  anti-sovereignty 
bill.  We  expect  that  the  right  wing  will  be  there  also. 

Next,  we  are  organizing  a WASHINGTON  GATHERING  TO  FIGHT 
RACISM,  which  will  be  a march  and  rally  in  Olympia.  March  starts 
12  noon  at  Sylvester  Park.  Rally  at  State  Capital  1:00  pm  on  May 
9th . 

We  are  also  looking  for  those  who  could  help  us  find  out 
more  about  the  right  wing  groups  behind  the  anti-tribal  campaign 
in  Washington. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier's  Case"  

Date:  Wed,  01  Apr  98  20:21:46  PST 
From:  LPDC  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Updated  Info 

UUCP  email 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583  Lawrence,  KS  66044  785-842-5774 

Updated  info 

Important  current  issues  concerning  Leonard  Peltier's  case: 

-Strengthening  the  fight  for  clemency 

-Senate  hearing  investigations 

-Addition  to  legal  team 

-The  May  4th  Parole  hearing 

-Leonard's  current  health  status 

Upcoming  events: 

-Dune  27th  march  for  Peltier  at  Washington  DC 
-Sept.  16th  caravan  to  Chiapas  leaves. 

-George  Washington  University  Law  Forum 

Strengthening  the  fight  for  clemency: 

In  1993  we  filed  for  Executive  Clemency.  Normally  six  to  eight 
months  elapse  before  a response  from  the  president  is  given.  It 
has  now  been  nearly  five  years  and  we  have  heard  nothing. 

Numerous  resolutions  from  the  European  Parliament,  the  Belgium 
parliament,  the  Canadian  Parliament  tribal  councils,  local 
governments,  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winners  etc.  in  support  of 
Leonard  have  been  passed,  millions  of  people  from  here  and 
abroad  have  written  letters  to  Clinton  and  other  governmental 


officials,  and  yet  we  have  heard  nothing.  We  must  put  pressure 
on  government  officials  in  every  possible  way  to  continue  the 
fight  for  clemency.  This  can  be  done  through  continued  lobbying 
as  well  as  grass  root  political  action. 

Senate  hearing  investigations: 

We  are  currently  pushing  for  Senate  hearings  that  would 
investigate  and  expose  the  illegal  role  of  the  FBI  in  both  the 
Peltier  case  and  the  Pine  Ridge  murders.  These  hearings  are 
crucial  to  ensure  that  clemency  for  Peltier  is  granted.  Other 
groups,  such  as  the  Black  Panthers,  who  have  political  prisoners 
as  a result  of  the  FBI's  COINTELPRO  are  also  seeking  similar 
hearings.  The  fight  to  release  all  political  prisoners  will  be 
strengthened  as  the  FBI's  illegal  interference  in  political  struggles 
is  revealed. 

Addition  to  legal  team: 

Criminal  lawyer,  Tony  Serra  has  agreed  to  join  Leonard's  legal 
team.  Tony  Serra  represented  and  won  the  cases  of  both 
Native  American  Bear  Lincoln  and  Hooty  Croy.  Serra  was  able  to 
obtain  a not  guilty  sentence  for  Croy  on  an  appeal  after  he  had 
been  sentenced  to  death.  He  also  won  a not  guilty  verdict  for 
Bear  Lincoln  whose  case  was  quite  similar  to  Leonard's. 

Needless  to  say,  we  are  happy  to  have  him  join  us  as  he  will  be 
an  asset  to  the  fight  to  free  Leonard  Peltier. 

May  4th  Parole  Hearing: 

Leonard's  next  parole  hearing  is  on  May  4th.  We  are  asking  for 
letters  to  be  sent  to  the  parole  board  focusing  on  the  need  for 
Leonard  to  be  reunited  with  his  family  and  the  Native  American 
community  who  he  has  continued  to  reach  out  to  despite  his 
incarceration . We  are  also  having  a candle  light  vigil  on  the  night 
of  May  3rd. 

Leonard's  current  health  status: 

Leonard  needs  to  see  a qualified  physician  from  outside  of  the 
prison  system.  While  there  are  plenty  of  good  doctors,  (the  Mayo 
clinic  has  agreed  to  provide  their  services)  willing  to  see  Leonard, 
the  federal  bureau  of  prisons  are  not  allowing  him  to  see  any  of 
them  even  though  it  is  his  legal  right  to  do  so.  Now  what  we 
need  is  a qualified  lawyer  who  practices  in  Kansas  to  file  a lawsuit 
against  Leavenworth  and  ensure  that  Leonard  is  able  to  see  an 
outside  doctor.  What  we  do  not  want  is  for  Leonard  to  be 
transferred  to  Springfield  where  they  have  already  came  very 
close  to  killing  him.  We  are  also  concerned  with  the  amount  of 
radiation  that  Leonard  was  receiving  in  the  jaw  area  while  he  was 
there.  It  has  been  noted  by  an  independent  physician  that  that 
type  of  radiation  is  not  normally  used  for  correcting  Leonard's 
problem.  If  people  write  to  the  prison  concerning  Leonard's  health, 
be  very  clear  in  asking  that  Leonard  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  Mayo 
clinic  and  to  express  their  serious  concerns  with  him  being  sent  to 
Springfield . 

Upcoming  events: 

On  Dune  27th,  the  anniversary  of  the  shoot-out,  there  will  be  a 
demonstration  for  Leonard  at  Washington  D.C.  It  is  important  for 
all  who  can  to  participate  in  this  event.  Help  organize  caravans 
in  your  communities  and  publicize  the  event  so  that  as  many 
people  as  possible  can  come.  We  will  also  be  collecting  food 
and  money  donations  for  the  Chiapas  food  drive.  We  are  asking 
for  pinto  beans,  rice,  flour,  and  cooking  oil  to  be  donated. 

The  LPDC  and  Food  not  Bombs  are  working  together  to 
organize  the  Leonard  Peltier  Food  Run  to  Chiapas  where  the 
recent  massacre  occurred.  11,000  people  have  been  displaced 
there  and  they  are  in  desperate  need  of  food  staples.  We  are 


asking  for  cash  donations  if  possible  because  it  will  be  cheaper 
to  purchase  the  food  in  Chiapas  where  it  won't  need  to  be 
shipped . 

The  caravan  will  be  leaving  on  September  16th,  Mexico's 
independence  day.  Donations  can  be  sent  to  either  Food 
not  Bombs  or  the  LPDC,  or  they  can  be  brought  to  the  Dune 
27th  protest. 

There  is  a law  forum  being  held  at  George  Washington 
University  specifically  on  Leonard's  case  on  May  6th.  Peter 
Matthieson,  Bruce  Ellison,  Daniel  Inouye,  and  Warren  Allman 
are  some  of  the  people  who  will  be  on  the  panel.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  this  event  as  we  feel  it  is  important  to  reach  out  to  law 
students  and  professors  who  may  have  ideas  about  legal 
strategies  that  may  have  remained  unexplored. 

What  you  can  do: 

Start  or  join  a local  support  group  in  your  community.  Support 
groups  are  important  elements  in  the  struggle  to  free  Leonard. 

Write  letters  and  encourage  others  to  write  letters  to  govt, 
officials.  Organize  ways  to  create  more  awareness  around 
the  case.  Show  videos,  distribute  literature,  organize 
demonstrations  and  benefits,  etc.  Organize  and  plan  to 
attend  the  Dune  27th  demo  in  DC.  Raise  funds  for  Chiapas 
and  for  LPDC.  Our  supporters'  donations  allow  us  to  keep 
the  office  running.  THANK  YOU  for  your  support!  -LPDC 

Donations  for  Chiapas: 

Food  not  Bombs 

3145  Geary  Blvd.  #12 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

Donations  for  LPDC  or  Chiapas 
LPDC 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  Kansas  66044 
Clemency: 

US  Pardon  Attorney 
Roger  C Adams 

500  First  Street  N.W.  Suite  400 
Ref: Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132 
Washington  D.C.  20530 
(202)  616-6070 

President  Bill  Clinton 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Washington  DC  20500 

Senate  Hearings: 

US  Senator  Orin  Hatch,  Chairmen  Dudicial  Committee 
SD-224  1st  and  C Sts.,  NE 
Washington  DC  20510 

US  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell 
Chairman,  Select  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
SH-838  1st  and  C Sts.,  NE 
Washingtion  DC  20510 

Parole: (letters  must  state  at  the  top:  FOR  PAROLE  FILE  OF 
LEONARD  PELTIER-  if  this  is  absent  they  will  throw  your  letter  away.) 
US  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Chevy  Chase,  MD  20815 
Fax:  301-492-6694 


Letters  for  Leonard : (money  can  be  sent  to  Leonard  in  the  form 
of  US  Postal  money  orders.  He  can  also  receive  photos  if 
they  are  not  Polaroid.) 

USLP 

Leonard  Peltier 
#89637-132 
PO  Box  1000 
Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE ; Robert  Pictou-Branscombe"  

Date:  11  Apr  1998  15:28:36  GMT 
From:  lpcfound@aol.com  (LPCFound) 

Sub j : PICTOU-BRANSCOMBE 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Reality  Check!  I'm  going  to  tell  you  something  personal  about  Robert  A. 
Pictou-Branscombe.  You  can  either  respect  it  or  criticize  it.  Either  way, 
there's  no  taking  away  the  Viet  Nam  experience  for  those  who  fought  the 
War!  And,  while  we're  on  our  way  to  San  Carlos,  we'll  be  thinking  about 
all  of  YOU. 

I have  that  rare  privilege  of  confidence  to  listen  to  some  of  the  most 
compelling  stories  one  can  imagine.  On  APRIL  11th,  1966,  Robert  was  to  go 
"On  Point".  His  friend  told  him  "No  Way,  it's  your  Birthday,  Fella!"  Even 
the  Commanding  Officer  said  "No,  I want  Bob  on  Point".  The  Vet  said  "Sir, 
let  me!" 

The  Commanding  Officer  gave  in  and  the  rest  was  history.  One  of  many 
moments  that  changed  lives  forever.  The  Vet  "On  Point"  was  blown-up  by  an 
anti-tank  mine.  Robert  was  blown  into  the  air  and  hit  in  the  leg  with 
shrapnel  and  ended  up  on  the  same  helicopter  as  his  friend.  As  his  friend 
lay  there  with  no  arms  and  legs,  he  survived  long  enough  in  the  same 
hospital  room  to  ask  Bob  to  write  home  to  his  wife  and  children.  Another 
Vet  wrote  home  to  Bob's  Sister  telling  her  news  that  Bob  was  dead. 

So,  for  all  of  you  who  will  never  understand,  you're  not  expected  to. 
Dust  remember  what's  most  important  to  Bob... 

You  either  stand  for  the  truth  and  have  the  courage  to  bring  it  forth  or 
you'll  die  with  dishonor .. .God  is  our  witness.  HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  ROBERT!!! 
From  someone  who  knows  you  best. 

"RE;  Chiapas  Bulletin"  

Date:  Wed,  08  Apr  1998  12:04:16  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : CHIAPAS  BULLETIN 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

BULLETIN  - ASSEMBLY  OF  FIRST  NATIONS  - BULLETIN 
TO  ALL  653  COMMUNITIES  OF  THE  FIRST  NATIONS  IN  CANADA 
Issued  in  Ottawa  - 09  APRIL  1998 

AFN  SUPPORTS  SOLIDARITY  MARCH  FOR  INDIAN  NATIONS  IN  MEXICO 

Ottawa  - The  National  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  Phil 
Fontaine,  fully  supports  the  march  being  held  in  Ottawa  on  April  10  in 
solidarity  with  the  Indian  Nations  in  Mexico. 

"The  situation  in  Mexico  rings  many  familiar  bells  with  the  situation  of 
First  nations  in  Canada.  We  stand  with  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Mexico 
who  are  marching  today  for  the  recognition  of  their  rights  and  their 
rightful  place  on  their  lands,"  said  Chief  Fontaine. 

The  march  will  start  at  twelve  noon  in  Ottawa  from  the  eternal  flame  in 
front  of  the  Centre  Block  on  Parliament  Hill.  It  will  then  proceed  south 
on  O'Connor  St.  to  the  Embassy  of  Mexico  located  in  the  World  Exchange 
Plaza  at  45  O'Connor  Street.  The  intent  of  the  march  is  to  demand  that  the 
Mexican  government  ratify  and  implement  the  Accords  of  San  Andres  Sacam 
Ch'en  de  los  Pobres,  which  it  signed  in  February,  1996  with  all  the 


panties  involved. 

"We  demand  that  the  government  of  Mexico  live  up  to  its  word  and  implement 
these  accords.  It  must  also  stop  all  military  actions  against  the  Indian 
Nations  in  Mexico,  including  the  actions  of  the  para-military  groups 
which,  by  all  accounts,  are  acting  on  orders  from  the  local  governments 
and  the  ruling  party.  It  is  totally  unacceptable  to  First  Nations  that  a 
government  allow  such  a situation  to  persist  in  a supposedly  democratic 
society,"  concluded  the  National  Chief. 

For  additional  information,  contact  Mr.  lean  LaRose  at 
Phone:  (613)  241-6789,  ext.  251 
Fax:  (613)  241-5808 
email:  jlarose@afn.ca 

"RE : NCDM  National  Press  Release"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Apr  1998  16:14:54  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  ncdm  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Revised  NCDM  National  Press  Release 

UUCP  email 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

MILITARIZATION  AND  REPRESSION  INTENSIFIES: 

WAR  IN  CHIAPAS  APPEARS  IMMINENT! 

INTERNATIONAL  DAY  OF  ACTION  TO  END  BLOODSHED 

More  than  8,000  Ballots  To  Be  Presented  To  Mexican  Consulate  From  25 
States  And  4 Countries  Condemning  The  War  In  Chiapas 

- Where:  Mexico  and  23  Cities  in  the  US  and  Canada  (Los  Angeles,  San 
Francisco,  New  York,  Seattle,  Portland,  Denver,  Sacramento) 

- When:  April  10,  1998 

For  More  Information  Contact  : National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico 
at  (213)  254-9550/(800)  405-7770 

The  low-intensity  war  that  is  being  waged  against  the  Indigenous 
peoples  of  Chiapas  has  intensified  since  the  massacre  of  45  people  in  Acteal 
last  December.  On  February  28,  1998  the  200-member  International  Commission 
of  Human  Rights  Observers  after  concluding  their  investigation  into  the 
human  rights  situation,  stated  that:  "There  are  elements  and  conditions,  in 
accordance  with  international  legislation,  to  accuse  the  Mexican  government 
of  genocide.  In  Chiapas,  the  will  exists  to  exterminate  a population  group 
for  ethnic,  religious  and  political  reasons  "The  violent,  rather  than  a 
peaceful,  solution  to  the  conflict  is  in  the  making."  The  International 
Commission  will  be  submitting  their  report  to  the  United  Nations,  European 
Parliament  and  other  international  bodies. 

More  than  100  people  have  died  since  the  December  22nd  killings  while 
presently  there  are  70,000  Mexican  troops  stationed  within  and  near  the 
conflict  zone.  Military  planes  and  helicopters  conduct  low-altitude  flights 
several  times  a day  over  Zapatista  communities.  In  addition,  the  Mexican 
government  has  expelled  more  than  a dozen  international  human  rights  workers 
since  January  of  this  year,  including  3 U.S.  citizens.  Moreover,  on  April 
8th,  3,000  Mexican  troops,  immigration  officials  and  state  and  judicial 
police,  cordoned  off  the  northern  part  of  the  city  of  San  Cristobal  de  las 
Casas.  The  troops  illegally  raided, ransacked  homes  and  arrested  twelve 
people.  This  incident  is  the  latest  in  a long  series  of  illegal  searches  and 
detentions  carried  out  by  Mexican  state  police  and  Federal  army  within  the 
civilian  population. 

The  deteriorating  situation  in  Chiapas  shows  that  there  are  clear  signs 
that  full  scale  war  could  be  imminent.  President  Zedillo  has  negated  the 
peace  process  not  only  through  these  increased  levels  of  militarization  and 
repression,  but  also  through  his  unilateral  decision  to  submit  his  own 
proposal  on  Indigenous  rights.  He  has  done  so  despite  the  strong 


condemnations  by  the  opposition  panties  in  Mexico,  members  of  the  religious 
community  and  Mexican  national,  and  international  civil  society.  These 
actions  taken  together  are  the  source  of  great  alarm,  and  the  reason  why 
tens  of  thousands  will  join  in  mass  actions  being  organized  across  Mexico, 
Canada  and  the  United  States  to  demand  an  end  to  the  genocidal  war  against 
the  Indigenous  peoples  of  Chiapas  and  Mexico.  Here  in  the  U.S., 
representatives  from  the  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  will 
present  more  than  8,000  ballots  to  the  Consul  General,  Mr.  Pescador,  of  the 
Mexican  Consulate  in  Los  Angeles,  condemning  the  Mexican  government's  war  in 
Chiapas.  Ballots  were  received  from  people  in  25  states  in  the  U.S.,  and 
from  4 different  countries. 

"RE : Urgent:  Chiapas!"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Apr  1998  23:00:25  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "moonlight@igc.apc.org"  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Urgent:  Chiapas! 

UUCP  email 

We  the  civil  organizations  signed  below,  express  our  concern  regarding 
the  raids  that  took  place  today  (April  8,  1988)  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas.  Where: 

An  operation  took  place  with  the  participation  of  members  of  the  army, 
municipal  police,  municipal  transit  authorities,  federal  and  state 
judicial  police  and  highway  patrol  and  immigration  agents.  22  Hummer 
vehicles,  5 military  transport  trucks,  about  46  public  security  vehicles, 
at  least  10  judicial  police  vehicles,  one  vehicle  from  the  federal  public 
ministry,  at  least  7 patrol  cars  of  transit  and  highway  police,  one  white 
helicopter  (colibri).  7 illegal  detentions  took  place  as  well  as  illegal 
searches  of  homes.  The  number  of  people  from  these  agencies  was  between  2, 

500  and  3,000. 

In  the  raids  illicit  acts  occurred  such  as  searches,  breaking  down  of 
doors,  damage  to  the  properties,  confiscation  of  belongings  like  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  Salvador  Perez  Perez,  who  stated  that  the  authorities  took  $30, 

000  pesos,  a cellular  phone,  a CB  radio,  all  his  electronic  appliances  and 
a radio  antenna.  They  intimidated  and  threatened  minors  and  women  (see 
accompanying  testimony)  beating  some.  Members  of  the  army  took  videos  of 
certain  homes  once  these  were  illegally  searched. 

Some  members  of  the  press  were  prohibited  from  conducting  their  work. 

Many  citizens  were  denied  free  transit. 

We  determine  that: 

- The  restoration  of  law  and  order  is  necessary  in  Chiapas.  The  immediate 
application  of  justice  is  imperative. 

- Law  and  order  can  not  tolerate  laws  being  broken  or  the  violation  of 
human  rights. 

- It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  state  and  federal  police  to  carry  out 
apprehension  orders  issued  legally  by  a competent  judge.  Not  the  army,  not 
the  immigration  officials  and  not  the  municipal  police  nor  the  transit  police. 

- It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  State  to  ensure  the  security  and 
tranquillity  of  all  people. 

- The  raids  in  this  country  are  unconstitutional  and  violate  the  principle 
of  legality,  (art. 14  and  16  the  constitution) 

n Every  detention  should  take  place  completely  applying  the  law,  in  other 
words,  there  should  be  a search  warrant  issued  by  a competent  judge,  (art. 

16  and  21  Constit) 

No  one  should  be  bothered  personally  in  their  home  nor  their  belongings 
without  a judicial  order  issues  by  the  competent  authorities  (article  16 
and  21  Constit.) 

In  light  of  these  facts  and  considerations:  Given  that  the  raids  were 
illegal,  the  operation  which  took  place  today  is  in  violation  of  the  law 
and  the  rights  of  the  citizens;  it  generates  a climate  of  terror  and 
intimidates  the  population  and  does  not  contribute  to  the  establishment  of 
law  and  order. 

The  raid  demonstrated  clearly  that  there  is  a need  for  at  least  357 


members  of  all  these  agencies  to  apprehend  each  one  of  the  transgressors 
detained.  In  other  words,  the  force  used  is  exaggerated  considering  the 
results  obtained  (now  what  is  left  to  do  is  for  a judge  determine  the 
responsibilities).  By  not  meeting  the  minimum  requirements  established  by 
the  law  for  the  detention  of  presumed  criminals  they  are  being  given  a 
full  basis  for  impunity,  as  they  can  easily  prove  the  illegality  of  the 
detentions  and  proceeding. 

This  raid  was  similar  to  the  ones  which  took  place  in  the  community  of 
Buenos  Aires  in  Mexico  City,  and  is  counterproductive,  because  it  takes 
away  the  authority  of  those  institutions  which  should  be  responsible,  and 
illegally  involves  other  institutions,  like  the  Mexican  army  whose 
responsibility  is  to  protect  national  sovereignty. 

We,  the  civilian  groups,  urge: 

1.  The  authorities  to  comply  fully  with  the  law  and  justice  and  that  they 
not  show  off  their  strength  when  what  is  necessary  is  an  end  to  impunity. 

2.  That  every  operation  respect  all  rights  of  all  people. 

3.  That  every  operation  be  carried  out  by  the  appropriate  authorities. 

4.  That  every  operation  seek  to  protect  the  security  and  physical 
psychological  and  moral  integrity  of  everyone,  particularly  women  and  children 

We  urge  the  authorities  to  consider  that  publicity  does  not  for 
substitute  justice  nor  respect  for  anyone's  life. 

One  bad  operation  generates  more  illicit  acts  and  impunity  by  those  who 
purport  to  be  trying  to  eradicate  them  because  it  turns  the  delinquents 
into  victims  and  it  undermines  law  and  order. 

These  types  of  raids  generate  more  explicit  and  increasing  violence,  and 
contradicts  the  speech  by  the  interim  governor,  or  is  evidence  of  his  true 
purpose. 

The  following  testimonies  are  the  result  of  two  interviews  in  Tzotzil, 
translated  into  Spanish,  of  Mrs.  Maria  Jimenez  Santiz  and  Andrea  Mendez 
Jimenez,  witnesses  of  the  operation: 

"Today  Wednesday  April  8,  at  about  3:00  AM  I heard  noise  close  to  the 
highway,  when  they  arrived  near  my  house.  I got  up  and  saw  that  there 
were  many  people  on  the  road.  I went  in  my  house  to  tell  my  family  and  my 
husband  got  up,  and  went  to  the  door.  It  is  then  that  he  saw  people  enter 
the  corral  of  my  house.  Pushing  the  door  they  entered  without  an  order. 

They  took  the  children  out,  threatening  them  with  their  weapons,  that  they 
were  going  to  hit  them  if  they  did  not  hurry  up.  They  took  four  children 
out,  Salvador  of  7 years,  Mario  of  9,  Mateo  of  12  and  Andrea  of  17  with 
her  baby  of  four  months  who  was  naked  and  therefore  exposed  to  the  weather. 
They  took  my  husband  Manuel  Mendez  Gomez  who  is  in  charge  of  the  water 
system  of  the  neighborhood  and  works  as  a peon  de  albaeil.  I don't  know 
if  they  beat  my  husband,  because  he  stayed  inside  the  house  a few  more 
minutes,  with  the  agents.  The  search  of  my  house  took  about  20  minutes. 

When  I entered  the  house  I noticed  everything  had  been  searched  and  turned 
around.  I saw  how  they  would  pull  on  my  husband  when  they  were  taking  him 
away. 

Andrea's  daughter  denounced  the  following:  "When  they  entered  the  coral 
they  said  that  who  ever  spoke  would  be  killed.  They  pointed  their  weapons 
and  they  took  my  father,  Manuel  Mendez  Gomez,  and  my  brother,  Marcelino 
Mendez  Jimenez,  and  a man  Francisco  67  years  old,  who  rents  a room  of  the 
house.  My  sister  Margarita  got  closer  to  see  where  they  were  being  taken 
and  it  is  when  the  soldiers  told  her  "the  women  get  out"  and  at  that 
moment  they  came  in  and  searched  the  house,  taking  video  and  throwing 
things  and  the  papers.  They  went  out  of  the  house,  yelling:  "if  you  walk 
through  the  streets  we  will  attack  you". 

K'inak  Antezetik,  Marta  Figueroa  and  Guadalupe  Cardenas  (COLEM),  Chiltak, 
Centro  de  derechos  Fray  Bartolome  de  Las  Casas,  Centro  de  Investigacion  y 
Accion  de  la  Mujer,  concepcion  Villafuerte  (Tiempo)  and  Fromacion  y 
Capacitation . 

— "RE:  Gustafsen  Inquiry  Call"  — - 

Date:  Sun,  5 Apr  1998  12:43:24  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : AFN  led  Justice  inquiry  to  include  Gustafsen  Lake? 
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CANADA  MOVING  ON  GUSTAFSEN  INQUIRY  CALL  VIA  AFN  LED  IUSTICE  INQUIRY? 

There  are  indications  that  the  Canadian  government  may  be  moving  to 
address  demands  for  an  inquiry  into  the  Gustafsen  Lake  affair.  Federal 
Solicitor-General  Andy  Scott  says  he  is  "making  plans  for  an  investigation 
into  the  justice  system's  treatment  of  natives  - led  by  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations  and  using  last  week's  RCMP  shooting  on  the  Tsuu  T'ina 
reserve  near  Calgary  as  a launching  pad."  Scott  said  he  is  "eager  for  a 
separate  probe"  that  would  complement  the  Alberta  provincial  government 
inquiry  into  the  fatal  shootings  of  mother  and  child  Connie  and  Ty  Jacobs. 

According  to  a Vancouver  Sun  story  taken  from  the  Calgary  Flerald,  the  AFN 
led  inquiry  into  how  natives  are  treated  by  the  Canadian  justice  system 
would  not  only  examine  the  Tsuu  T'ina  shootings,  "but  also  go  beyond  it." 
The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  has  already  adopted  a resolution  committing 
it  to  actively  pursue  an  inquiry  into  two  earlier  instances  of  gross  human 
rights  abuses  of  indigenous  people  by  the  Canadian  justice  system  at  Stoney 
Point  and  Gustafsen  Lake  and  AFN  Grand  Chief  Phil  Fontaine  has  himself  made 
a public  commitment  to  it.  The  resolution  moved  by  Chief  Stewart  Philip  of 
the  Penticton  Indian  Band  and  seconded  by  Shuswap  Band  Chief  Ron  Dules 
commits  the  AFN  to: 

"take  full  responsibility  to  ensure  that  a public  inquiry  takes  place  into 
the  actions  of  the  provincial  and  federal  governments  at  Gustafsen  Lake  BC 
and  Ipperwash,  Ontario." 

The  1995  standoffs  by  traditionalists  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Stoney  Point 
over  issues  of  sovereignty,  jurisdiction  and  sacred  land,  saw  Canadian  and 
provincial  authorities  responding  with  massive  armed  force,  killing  unarmed 
protester  Dudley  George  at  Stoney  Point.  Gustafsen  Lake  was  the  largest 
paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history.  Neither  Solicitor  General  Andy 
Scott  nor  AFN  Grand  Chief  Phil  Fontaine  have  released  further  details  of 
the  announced  inquiry. 

For  further  information: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Ipperwash/arch01. html 

Solicitor-  General  of  Canada  Andy  Scott: 

mailto : remote- printer . Andy_Scott@16139969955 . iddd . tpc . int 
AFN  Grand  Chief  Phil  Fontaine: 
mailto : PFontaine@afn . ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
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"RE : lust-US"  

Date:  Sun,  05  Apr  1998  14:22:12  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : More  immigrant-govt  "Dust-us" 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Yet  another  example  of  Canadian  "Dust-us".... 

Please  make  sure  that  you  read  this  to  your  children  & grandchildren  of 
all  of  the  true-Nations  of  this  land,  or  they  might  start  to  believe  in 
the  word  of  the  immigrants... 

The  Ottawa  Citizen  - April  4,  1998  pp.  A5 

Protestor's  Sentence  Angers  Natives 

SARNIA,  Ont.  --  Natives  and  their  supporters  are  outraged  by  a jail 
sentence  handed  to  an  Aboriginal  protester  for  driving  his  car  in  the 


direction  of  police  during  a 1995  clash  outside  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park. 

Anger  quickly  led  to  desperation  when  the  accused's  stepmother  leaped  from 
the  gallery  yesterday  and  tried  to  stop  police  from  taking  the  protester, 
Warren  Anthony  George,  into  custody  after  the  decision  by  Dudge  Greg 
Pockele  in  Ontario  Court,  provincial  division. 

Dudge  Pockele  sentenced  Mr.  George,  25,  to  six  months  in  jail  for  criminal 
negligence  causing  bodily  harm  and  assault  with  a weapon  (his  car). 

He  also  imposed  a two-year  driving  ban  and  a ten-year  firearms  ban  to 
follow  Mr.  George's  sentence. 

Several  Natives  said  it  was  unjust  for  Dudge  Pockele  to  reject  the 
defence's  request  for  a conditional  sentence  to  be  served  in  Mr.  George's 
native  community. 

They  noted  that  Ontario  Provincial  Police  acting-sergeant  Kenneth  Deane, 
found  guilty  last  year  of  killing  an  unarmed  Native  during  that  clash,  got 
a community  [-service]  sentence  of  two  years  less  a day. 

-END- 

Warren  is  the  younger  cousin  of  Dudley  George,  the  unarmed  'Nishnawbe 
protester  who  was  shot  3 times  in  the  back  & killed  by  the  sergeant-pig 
Deane,  a member  of  the  OPP  Tactical  Squad.  Warren's  "assault  with  a 
weapon"  consisted  of  driving  his  car  to  block  the  charge  by  the  SWAT  team 
when  they  rushed  at  the  protesters  who  were  barricading  the  "park".  He 
caused  "severe  bruising"  to  the  leg  of  one  pig.  For  this  he  was  hauled  out 
of  the  car  through  the  car  window,  which  the  pigs  smashed  with  their  riot 
clubs,  and  was  beaten  so  badly  that  4 vertebrae  were  cracked,  3 ribs 
broken,  and  he  required  reconstructive  surgery  for  shattered  cheekbones. 
After  the  murder  of  Dudley,  the  federal  govt  of  Canada  let  it  be  known 
that  the  protesters  were  right:  there  is  ample,  well-documented  evidence 
that  the  "provincial  park"  IS  a burial  ground  of  the  ancestors  of  the 
'Nishnawbe  people  of  Kettle  Point.  No  arms  whatsoever  were  permitted  at 
the  occupation  camp  by  the  'Nishnawbe  elders.  The  OPP  pigs  were  armed  with 
machine  guns,  high-powered  rifles  with  night/sniper  scopes,  pistols,  tear 
gas  guns,  concussion  grenades  & heavy  riot  clubs. 

"Dust-us"  triumphs  in  Canada...  again.  Teach  your  children  & grandchildren 
this  history,  & teach  them  how  to  shoot.  The  day  of  real  justice 
approaches .... 
masi : cho . . . 


"RE : Warren  George  Sentenced"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Apr  1998  04:40:00  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Dan  Smoke  <dsmoke(3julian.uwo.ca> 

Sub j : Warren  George  Sentenced  to  6 Months 

UUCP  email 

On  April  3rd,  1998  in  Sarnia  Provincial  Courthouse,  Dudge  Greg  Pockele 
sentenced  Warren  George,  25  years,  of  Stoney  Point  First  Nation  to  6 
months  in  jail  for  charges  arising  from  the  Ipperwash  Stand-off  of  Sept. 
6th,  1995.  Dudge  Pockele  found  Warren  guilty  of  2 charges:  (i)  criminal 
negligence  causing  bodily  harm,  and  (ii)  assault  with  a weapon  (a  car),  on 
Feb.  21st.  Warren  is  also  prohibited  from  owning  firearms  for  a period  of 
10  years  and  from  driving  a motor  vehicle  for  a period  of  2 years.  Warren 
drove  a car  at  OPP  officers  engaged  in  the  Rodney  King  style  beating  of 
Bernard  George  during  a confrontation  which  resulted  in  the  death  of 
Dudley  George.  Warren  George's  conviction  is  seen  as  an  isolated, 
political  circumstance  where  the  Crown  attorney  Henry  Van  Drunin 
prosecuted  over  100  charges  laid  against  the  Stoney  Point  people  where  the 
majority  have  either  been  dropped  or  the  defendants  were  acquitted.  The 
Crown  asked  for  a sentence  of  incarceration  of  15-18  months  while  the 
defence  asked  for  a conditional  sentence  to  be  served  in  the  Stoney  Point 
community.  Defence  attorney  Deffrey  House  said  that  there  will  be  an 
appeal  launched  with  new  attorney  Mark  Code,  of  Toronto,  and  Deff  will 
assist.  Arrangements  for  setting  bail  and  getting  Warren  released  are 
being  investigated. 

Crown  Attorney  Henry  Von  Drunin  and  Dudge  Greg  Pockele  are  both  from 


Perth  County  which  is  a distant  jurisdiction  from  the  Sarnia  district. 

Canada  does  not  have  a lottery  system  of  judge  selection  and  Von  Drunin 
had  a hard  time  getting  convictions  with  other  judges  from  the  Essex 
County  jurisdiction. 

All  My  Relations 

Dan  Smoke  - Asayenes  & Mary  Lou  Smoke  - Asayenes  Kwe 
Producers/Hosts  "Smoke  Signals"  First  Nations  Radio  Program 
Radio  Western,  CFIRW,  94.7  FM 
(519)  659-4682  fax  (519)  453-3676 

"RE : Kee  Watchman  U.  N.  Speech"  

Date:  Wed,  01  Apr  1998  13:29:14  -0800 
From:  Andrea  Carmen  <iitcak@corecom . net> 

Sub j : CHR  Oral  Item  18,  Relgious  Intolerance 

UUCP  email 

Please  feel  free  to  distribute,  Andrea 

United  Nations  Commission  on  Fluman  Rights  Fifty-fourth  session 

Agenda  item  18:  Implementation  of  the  Declaration  on  the  Elimination  of  All 
Forms  of  Intolerance  Based  on  Religion  or  Belief 
Oral  Intervention,  March  31,  1998 

Presented  by  Mr.  Kee  Watchman,  Cactus  Valley/Red  Willow  Springs  Sovereign 
Community  of  Big  Mountain 

Thank  you  Mr.  Chairman. 

The  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  would  like  to  express  our  sincere 
appreciation  to  Mr.  Abdelfattah  Amor,  the  United  Nations  Special  Rapporteur 
on  Religious  Intolerance.  Mr.  Amor  was  in  the  United  States  from  January  23 
through  February  6th  of  this  year.  His  visit  was  in  response  to  a formal 
complaint  filed  by  with  the  Special  Rapporteur  on  behalf  of  the  Sovereign 
Dineh  Nation  of  Big  Mountain,  Arizona  focusing  on  forced  relocation  and  its 
impacts  on  their  freedom  of  religion. 

Mr.  Amor  heard  testimony  from  Indigenous  Peoples,  tribes,  organizations 
and  spiritual  societies,  as  well  as  non-indigenous  organizations,  religious 
leaders  and  government  officials,  regarding  religious  intolerance  and 
violations  of  the  right  to  freedom  of  religion  in  the  U.S. 

Fie  heard  testimony  and  received  documentation  from  many  Indigenous  Peoples 
demonstrating  a consistent  and  ongoing  pattern  of  violation  of  their  freedom 
of  religion.  We  have  waited  for  many  years  for  the  UN  system  to  seriously 
address  our  profound  concerns  regarding  religious  intolerance  and  the 
inability  to  freely  practice  our  traditional  religions  and  protect  our 
sacred  sites. 

Specific  violations  presented  to  Mr.  Amor  included  the  impacts  of  forced 
relocation,  land  appropriations.  Treaty  obligations  and  violations, 
destruction  and  desecration  of  sacred  sites,  racism  in  prisons, 
immigration  policies,  removal  of  Indian  children  from  their  communities 
and  a general  lack  of  recognition  for  Indigenous  Peoples'  cultural  values, 
ceremonial  practices  and  religious  relationships  with  the  land. 

We  realize  that  Mr.  Amor's  visit  was  not  met  by  the  same  degree  of 
appreciation  in  some  circles.  A spokesperson  for  United  States  Senator 
Jesse  Flelms  of  North  Carolina  was  quoted  in  various  media  as  calling  this 
visit  a waste  of  the  UN's  time  and  money  because  "there  is  no  problem  with 
religious  intolerance  in  this  country". 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  strongly  disagree.  While  the  U.S.  presents  itself  as  the 
bastion  and  strong  defender  of  religious  freedom  internationally,  the 
Peoples  of  that  land  continue  to  suffer  blatant  disregard  and  violations  of 
our  most  basic  human  rights,  including  our  right  and  obligation  to  maintain 
the  religious  practices  and  traditional  ceremonies  given  to  us  by  the 
Creator,  and  to  protect  our  sacred  sites  and  lands. 

At  this  time  we  also  would  like  to  express  our  appreciation  to  the  members 


the  UN  Subcommission  on  the  Prevention  of  Discrimination  and  Protection  of 
Minorities,  who  in  August  1996  passed  a resolution  recognizing  for  the  first 
time  the  link  between  sacred  sites  and  lands  of  Indigenous  Peoples  and  our 
right  to  practice  our  traditional  religion. 

The  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  would  like  to  express  our 
appreciation  to  the  many  other  Indigenous  Peoples,  organizations,  tribal 
governments  and  spiritual  societies  who  presented  oral,  written  and  taped 
testimony  and  documentation  to  Mr.  Amor  during  his  visit  to  the  U.S. 

In  conclusion  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Dineh  People  of  Cactus  Valley/Red  Willow 
Springs  Sovereign  Community  of  Big  Mountain,  who  are  standing  up  against 
forced  relation  in  violation  of  our  human  rights,  hereby  demand  that  the 
Special  Rapporteur  continue  to  investigate  the  crisis  situation  that  still 
exists  at  Big  Mountain  and  on  other  Native  lands. 

Thank  you  Mr.  Chairman,  and  all  our  relations. 

"RE : Billings  Senate  Hearing"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Apr  1998  01:17:21  -0600 
From:  Dave  Henry  <whistler@IMT.NET> 

Sub j : Billings  Senate  hearing  - Part  1 of  3 

UUCP  email 

A public  "hearing"  of  the  U.S.  Senate's  Select  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
was  conducted  by  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  (of  No.  Cheyenne  heritage) 
took  place  in  Billings,  Montana,  at  the  Alberta  Bair  Theater  at  1:30  PM  on 
Wednesday,  April  8,  1998. 

Background : 

This  report  is  designed  for  two  Indian  lists.  If  you  receive  duplicates  or 
are  not  interested,  please  just  delete. 

I will  try  to  give  an  even-handed  report,  but  the  fact  that  I support 
human  rights  (no  apology)  may  be  obvious  here  and  there.  This  hearing 
followed  three  earlier  meetings  in  Billings,  Kalispell  and  Great  Falls, 
as  sponsored  by  Montana's  U.S.  Senator  Conrad  Burns,  who  was  not  present 
at  any  of  the  hearings,  but  delegated  this  work  to  lay  Stovall,  an 
enrolled  Crow  and  Montana  State  Senator. 

After  the  first  three  meetings  Sen.  Burns  announced  that  he  was  dropping 
his  proposal  (as  previously  announced)  to  give  the  State  of  Montana 
jurisdiction  within  the  boundaries  of  Indian  Nations,  on  the  basis  of  race 
- that  is,  Indians  would  remain  subject  to  tribal  laws,  whites  would  be 
exempt  from  tribal  laws  but  subject  to  State  jurisdiction.  This  would 
obviously  result  in  a huge  (about  2/3)  effective  reduction  of  Indian 
Nation  boundaries,  as  set  by  U.S.  treaties,  and  as  Indians  see  it.  lead 
towards  the  loss  of  Indian  self-government  as  guaranteed  by  the  "law  of 
the  land". 

However,  Burns  next  move  was  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Senate  Select 
Committee,  which  leads  us  to  the  hearing  on  4/08/98,  conducted  by  Sen. 
Campbell . 

In  Billings  the  previous  evening  a "victory  gathering"  was  held  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  Trade  Center.  I was  invited  but  arrived  late  as  people  were 
leaving.  Indian  friends  told  me  that  the  next  morning  there  would  be  a 
gathering  at  North  Park,  followed  by  a march  to  the  hearing.  I arrived 
there  Wed.  morning,  the  crowd  was  small  (30-40  people),  grabbed  a picket 
sign,  and  we  marched  the  five  blocks  to  the  auditorium,  and  then  around 
the  block  three  times,  entering  just  before  the  1:30  PM  meeting  was  to 
start . 

The  meeting  began  at  1:30  PM.  The  building  was  almost  full,  perhaps  500- 
600  people,  largely  Indian.  Sen.  Campbell  opened  the  meeting,  announcing 
that  no  applause  or  demonstrations  from  the  people  in  attendance  would  be 
allowed.  He  described  the  three  types  of  government  sovereignty  existing 
in  the  U.S.,  Federal,  State  and  Indian  Nations.  The  issue  to  be 
considered  was  Tribal  jurisdiction  over  non-Indians  within  reservation 
boundaries,  where  land  ownership  is  often  a "checker-board"  of  Indian  and 
non-Indian  ownership. 


Comment : 

(The  treaties  of  course,  ratified  by  the  Senate,  guaranteed  exclusive 
ownership,  with  implied  full  self-government  by  the  tribes.  All  treaties 
were  fully  honored  by  the  tribes,  and  all  were  broken  by  the  U.S.,  simply 
because  the  U.S.  had  the  power  to  do  so,  as  Indians  were  reduced  to 
starvation  and  lost  their  military  power.  A next  step,  in  the  1890's, 
after  repeatedly  reducing  the  treaty  territories,  was  to  invade  the 
remaining  territories  with  land-hungry  exploiters,  who  often  simply 
took  land  by  force  and  then  insisted  that  the  fed.  gov't  legalize  their 
squatter  status,  through  Homestead  acts,  cheap  purchases,  etc.  As 
most  of  you  know,  "free"  Indian  land  was  advertised  in  Europe  to 
attract  new  citizens,  and  they  came  to  the  U.S.  in  mass. 

Sen.  Burns  opening  statement:  Reservations  are  plagued  with  problems, 
the  status-quo  can't  be  continued,  debate  must  continue.  Several  times 
he  stated  that  he  would  not  drop  this  issue.  Other  "witnesses"  were 
U.S.  District  Dudge  Sandstrom  (spelling?),  Mickey  Pablo  (Flathead 
Reservation  Chairman),  and  lay  Stovall  who  conducted  the  three 
previous  "hearings"  for  Burns.  Burns  himself  in  fact  served  as  a 
(white)  advocate  rather  than  as  an  impartial  moderator.  Mickey  Pablo  was 
joined  by  a tribal  attorney  who  also  gave  testimony. 

ludge  Sandstrom' s testimony:  Tribes  have  inherent  sovereignty, 
but  the  U.S.  (with  plenary  [read  force]  absolute  power)  can  and  have 
limited  tribal  sovereignty.  He  cited  the  Big  Horn  River  case  where 
the  right  to  control  hunting  and  fishing  as  to  non-Indians  was  removed, 
and  other  cases  removing  or  limiting  Tribal  control  over  non-Indians, 
specifically  the  "major  crimes  act"  which  totally  cancelled  tribal 
criminal  jurisdiction,  transferring  that  power  to  the  federal  gov't 
alone.  Also  a case  removing  Indian  control  over  the  Interstate 
Highway  right-of-way,  etc.  Tribes,  in  effect,  have  a very  limited 
self-government,  and  even  more  limited  control  as  to  whites  on  the 
reservation . 

lay  Stovall's  testimony:  He  reported  having  asked  Sen.  Burns  for 
assistance  on  this  issue.  The  allotment  act  and  federal  homesteading 
on  Indian  Treaty  lands  caused  the  problem,  and  it  was  up  to  the  federal 
government  to  solve  it.  He  stated  that  people  "were  afraid"  to  testify, 
(a  gratuitous,  unproven  remark  if  I ever  heard  one  - there  is  absolutely 
no  evidence  of  whites  being  mistreated  or  abused  by  Indians  on  the 
reservation,  or  any  cause  for  fear,  and  there  are  many  cases  of  the 
contrary,  that  is,  of  Indians  being  abused  by  whites). 

Mickey  Pablo's  opening  testimony:  Most  people  at  the  earlier  hearings 
opposed  the  Burns  proposal.  Burns'  office  had  contacted  many  of  the 
whites  on  the  reservations  searching  for  problems  or  complaints, 
but  had  made  no  such  contacts  with  Indians.  There  are  many  cases  of 
people  in  the  U.S.  who  own  property  or  are  subject  to  taxes  or  laws  in 
jurisdictions  where  they  can  not  vote,  so  that  problem  is  not  unique 
to  the  people  on  the  reservations,  and  he  gave  examples,  (applause. 

Sen  Campbell  gaveled,  not  allowed!) 

Misc  questions  and  responses: 

Dudge  - Fed  courts  can  review  any  tribal  court  decision.  A problem 
is  the  funding  for  law  enforcement,  Indians  need  two  or  three  times 
the  police  protection  they  presently  have.  Felonies  are  increasing, 
federal  penalties  are  much  more  severe  than  similar  State  penalties. 
(Indians  are  subject  to  the  federal  penalties.)  There  were 
Q's  and  A's  about  specific  problems  - police  in  hot-pursuit  crossing 
boundaries,  driver's  licenses  and  car  insurance  requirements , etc. 

Pablo:  Montana  population  is  8%  Indian,  yet  Montana's  jail  population 
is  30%  Indian.  Concerning  constitutional  guarantees,  Indians  tried 
for  crimes  NEVER  get  a jury  of  their  peers  as  specified  in  the  U.S. 
Constitution . 

Burns  questioned  the  tribal  lack  of  separation  of  gov't  powers. 

The  U.S.  specified  method  of  tribal  government  generally  does 

not  provide  for  an  independent  judiciary.  Burns  also  was  argumentative 


as  to  the  lack  of  a tribal  vote  for  non-members  who  live  on  the 
reservations.  He  cited  the  (rare)  case  where  a white  person 
might  have  to  answer  to  tribal  court  and  have  no  appeal  beyond 
it,  and  said  there  must  be  "one  rule-book"  that  applies  to  all. 

(or  at  least  for  all  whites). 

Closing:  Sen  Campbell  said  there  were  485  ratified  Indian  treaties, 
all  of  which  had  been  broken  by  U.S.,  none  broken  by  any  tribe. 
Tribes  had  been  denied  religious  freedom  until  recent  times,  and 
were  denied  the  vote  until  1924.  In  California  prior  to  the  gold 
rush  there  were  800,000  Indians,  a few  years  later  only  50,000 
and  most  did  not  die  from  disease  or  natural  causes.  Still  to 
survive  as  a nation  we  must  get  along  together  and  be  tolerant 
of  each  other. 

The  meeting  was  closed  at  3:28PM 


I suggest  each  of  you  draw  your  own  conclusions. 

Old  bigotry  and  racial  hatreds  remain.  An  acquaintance  said  to  me 
yesterday  that  "Indians  are  conquered  people  and  should  be  glad  to  have 
anything."  You  know  what  I think  of  that  all  too  common  white  bigotry!! 

It  stinks,  and  yet  those  very  people  go  to  church  on  Sunday,  think  they 
are  superior  to  others  and  morally  upright. 

My  opinion  is  that  this  is  not  over,  and  at  this  point  certainly  not 
an  Indian  victory,  but  a continuing  threat  to  Indian  survival  and  basic 
human  rights.  The  hearings  were  racist  in  that  white  concerns  are  treated 
as  most  important,  and  Indian  concerns  as  trivial.  I submitted  my  written 
opinion,  mostly  as  previously  stated  in  my  "Indian  Country  Today"  guest 
editorial  of  2/16/98  titled  "Montana  Leading  the  attack  on  sovereignty". 
The  thrust  of  that  was  that  self-government  is  a basic  human  right  of  any 
Nation,  and  for  another  nation  to  limit  it  is  an  act  of  oppression  or 
colonial  domination.  To  do  so,  in  my  opinion  is  a human  rights  violation 
of  outrageous  proportions.  Our  Indian  citizens  have  already  been  subject 
to  too  much  abuse  and  crimes  of  genocide,  enough  - 
for  God's  sake,  stop  it!!!!! 

You  may  re-post  , quote  me,  or  share  with  others  as  desired. 

Dave  Henry,  Billings  Montana  4/09/98 

"RE : Sheriff  Releases  Dogs  on  Apaches"  

Date:  Sat,  11  Apr  1998  07:24:06  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  AIMAZ  <AIMAZ@aol . com> 

Sub j : Gila  County  Sheriff  releases  dogs  on  Apaches 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 
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Through  a series  of  circumstances,  we  are  very  much  aware  that  the  lines  and 
emails  are  not  secure.  Assistance  is  still  requested  along  with  the  presence 
of  all  who  can  make  it.  Use  the  contact  numbers  and  addresses  that  were 
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GILA  COUNTY  SHERIFF  RELEASES  DOGS  ON  APACHES 
Tribal  administration  building  sealed  off 
By:  Brenda  Norrell 

SAN  CARLOS,  Ariz  - Gila  County  Sheriff's  officers  brought  in  canines  as 


San  Carlos  Apache  Tribal  Police  sealed  off  the  tribal  administration 
building  Friday. 

Charles  Vargas,  spokesperson  for  the  Call  To  Action,  narrowly  escaped 
arrest  as  he  fled  over  remote  mountains  to  escape  tribal  police.  Sheriff's 
officers  and  rangers. 

Lawrence  Sampson,  driver  of  the  vehicle,  said,  "It's  no  small  miracle  we 
made  it  off  the  reservation . " 

County  Sheriff's  officers  released  dogs  on  the  Call  To  Action  at  a 
gathering  Friday  night.  Earlier,  tribal  police  sealed  off  the  tribal 
administration  building  and  arrested  those  in  the  building  at  6 a.m. 

Sandra  Rambler,  spokesperson  for  San  Carlos  Apache  Chairman  Raymond 
Stanley  said,  "Gila  County  has  no  jurisdiction  here.  We  are  a sovereign 
nation.  They  are  aiding  and  abetting  a conspiracy." 

"They  released  the  dogs  tonight  on  Charles  Vargas  like  he  was  a serial 
killer,"  Rambler  said. 

Lorenzo  Victor  and  Ben  Grant  were  arrested  at  6 a.m.  in  the  tribal 
administration  building.  "It  wasn't  right.  The  Chairman  asked  us  to  be 
there."  Victor  said  tribal  police  did  not  read  the  two  their  rights  at 
the  time  of  their  arrest  or  booking. 

Tribal  police  arrested  four  women  in  the  building  and  served  warrants  on 
three  others  Friday.  Gail  Flaouzous,  charged  with  assault  and  battery, 
said,  "I  don't  know  what  they  are  talking  about." 

Rambler  and  Haouzous  were  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  for  "noise" 
last  week  for  speaking  at  assemblies.  Rambler  was  charged  with  four 
counts  and  Flaouzous  with  five  counts. 

Tribal  historian  Dale  Miles  said  the  dozen  arrests  so  far  are  a 
violation  of  the  right  to  free  speech  and  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act. 
"What  if  those  dogs  would  have  attacked  our  children  or  our  elderly?". 
Miles  commented  after  the  Sheriff's  officers  released  the  dogs. 

Erwin  Rope,  fourth  grade  teacher,  said,  "Even  dogs  have  more  rights  than 
the  Apache  people." 

More  than  50  Gila  County  Sheriff's  officers  and  tribal  police,  with  two 
canines,  gathered  at  the  tribal  police  station  late  Friday  before 
dispersing  the  Call  To  Action  in  front  of  the  tribal  building. 

At  midnight,  the  situation  at  San  Carlos  remained  tense  with  the  Call  To 
Action  members  continuing  to  escape  arrest.  Apache  women  switched 
vehicles  and  drove  without  their  headlights  on  to  avoid  arrest. 

"RE : Ward  Valley:  Representative  Filner  Letter"  
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The  following  is  a letter  written  to  President  Clinton  by  Bob  Filner, 
Congressional  Representative  from  California.  Write  to  Representative 
Filner  and  thank  him  for  his  support.  Use  this  excellent  letter  as  a 


resource  to  write  letters 
and  your  various  Senators 
BOB  FILNER 

50TH  DISTRICT,  CALIFORNIA 

330  Cannon  Building 
Washington,  DC  20515 
TEL:  202/225-8045 
FAX:  202/225-9073 


of  your  own  to  President 
and  Representatives. 


333  F 
Chula 
TEL: 
FAX: 


Clinton,  Bruce  Babbitt, 


Street,  Suite  A 
Vista,  CA  91910 
619/477-5963 
619/477-7200 


Transportation  and  Infrastructure  Committee/Veteran's  Affairs  Committee 

CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


March  31,  1998 


The  Honorable  Bill  Clinton 
President  of  the  United  States 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Washington,  DC  20500-0005 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

I am  writing  to  urge  you  to  take  immediate  action  to  protect  our 
environment,  sacred  Indian  land,  and  the  Colorado  River  from  a radioactive 
waste  dump  at  Ward  Valley. 

For  the  last  six  weeks,  the  Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Cocopah,  and  Colorado 
River  Indian  Tribes  [sic]  and  their  supporters  have  engaged  in  a non-violent 
occupation  of  Ward  Valley  to  stop  further  desecration  of  their  sacred  land 
by  the  nuclear  dump  project.  Ward  Valley  is  an  area  that  is  part  of  their 
history,  culture,  and  active  religious  practice--and  they  do  not  believe 
that  their  concerns  about  Ward  Valley  have  been  recognized  by  the  federal 
government . 

Ward  Valley  and  the  Colorado  River  have  profound  sacred  significance  to  the 
Indian  people  of  this  area.  Ward  Valley  is  home  to  the  threatened  desert 
tortoise,  which  is  central  to  the  Indian's  religious  beliefs.  Ward  Valley 
is  also  near  Spirit  Mountain,  the  place  of  creation  for  the  river  tribes. 

As  a result,  the  area's  Tribes  view  themselves  as  "guardians"  of  the 
Colorado  River  and  therefore  responsible  to  protect  the  region  from  nuclear 
contamination . 

In  addition,  the  Ward  Valley  proposal  is  dangerous.  The  crude,  unlined 
trenches  contemplated  for  Ward  Valley  would  be  the  burial  grounds  for 
long-lived  radioactive  waste,  some  of  which  would  remain  hazardous  for  many 
thousands  of  years.  Further,  a new  report  by  a team  of  U.S.  Geological 
Survey  scientists  documents  an  expanding  off-site  migration  of  radioactive 
tritium  emanating  from  a dump  near  Beatty,  Nevada.  Long  touted  by 
proponents  of  Ward  Valley  as  a model  for  the  "safe  disposal"  of  wastes,  the 
Beatty  dump,  now  closed  to  radioactive  waste,  will  remain  a grave  threat  to 
the  area's  surrounding  groundwater  for  generations  to  come. 

The  Ward  Valley  proposal  is  also  unnecessary.  Citing  a marked  drop  in 
volume,  continued  access  to  dumps  in  Utah  and  South  Carolina,  and  the  cost 
of  developing  a site,  on  Dune  26,  1997  the  Midwest  Interstate  Low-Level 
Radioactive  Waste  Compact  Commission  voted  to  halt  their  plans  to  build  a 
dump  in  Ohio.  The  Midwest  Compact's  action  is  in  response  to  a national 
downward  trend  in  waste  production  and  a growing  trend  to  save  on  waste 
disposal  fees  through  the  use  of  on-site  storage-to-decay  facilities.  The 
Southwest  Compact,  for  which  California  would  serve  as  the  host  state  for 
the  proposed  dump,  enjoys  the  same  access  to  the  disposal  sites  available  to 
the  Midwest  Compact.  Together  with  a similar  drop  in  anticipated  volume,  I 
believe  that  the  Ward  Valley  dump  is  unnecessary.  There  is  simply  not 
enough  volume  currently  in  the  so-called  "low-level"  radioactive  waste 
stream  to  support  the  construction  of  any  new  dumps. 

These  sacred  areas  must  never  be  destroyed  by  a radioactive  waste  dump. 

This  dump  would  have  a devastating  impact  on  the  spiritual  well-being, 
religion,  health,  safety,  economic  development,  and  livelihood  of  this 
area's  Indian  Nations.  As  someone  supportive  of  justice  and  clean 
environment,  I believe  you  understand  the  importance  of  stopping  this 
reckless  project. 

Because  you  and  your  Administration  have  declared  your  commitment  to 
supporting  environmental  racism  and  discrimination,  I respectfully  urge  you 
to  act  and  stop  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  radioactive  waste  dump  NOW. 


Sincerely, 


BOB  FILNER 
Member  of  Congress 


Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http: //banwaste. envirolink. org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

"RE : Nevada  Test  Site  Nonviolent  Occupation"  
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Sub  j : Nevada  Test  Site  Nonviolent  Occupation 
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HEALING  GLOBAL  WOUNDS 

April  10-13,  1998 

http: //www. shundahai.org/HGW 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

April  6,  1998  CONTACT:  Reinard  Knutsen  (702)  647-3095 

Western  Shoshone  Demand  an  End  to  50  Years  of  Environmental  Racism  and 
violations  of  Their  Religious  Rights 

Representatives  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  and  an  expected  500 
supporters  from  all  over  the  world  will  be  gathering  at  the  entrance  to 
the  Nevada  Test  Site  this  weekend  with  a strong  and  unified  voice.  They 
demand  a halt  to  the  destruction  of  their  traditional  lands,  and  an  end  to 
violation  of  their  religious  rights.  They  say  the  best  way  to  begin  the 
new  millennium,  to  honor  the  Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty  and  a treaty 
with  the  Shoshone  Nation,  is  to  shut  the  Test  Site  down. 

The  anti-nuclear  alliance.  Healing  Global  Wounds,  now  in  its  seventh 
year,  is  hosting  the  four  day  event  over  Easter  weekend.  HGW  brings 
together  more  than  80  Native  American  and  non-Native  organizations  opposed 
to  nuclear  weapons  testing  and  indiscriminate  shipping  of  radioactive 
wastes.  Tom  Goldtooth,  Executive  Director  of  the  Indigenous  Environmental 
Network  will  keynote  the  educational  program  on  Saturday,  April  11th. 

Corbin  Harney,  Western  Shoshone  spiritual  leader,  has  invited  all 
peaceful  supporters  to  join  him  in  a prayer  ceremony  and  nonviolent 
occupation  at  the  entrance  to  the  Test  Site  on  Monday,  April  13th.  The 
preceding  three  days,  workshops,  trainings  and  daily  ceremonies  will  be 
offered  to  the  public.  Participants  are  coming  from  as  far  away  as  Taiwan, 
Australia,  South  Africa  and  Europe,  as  well  as  many  Native  Nations  within 
the  U.S. 

Healing  Global  Wounds  points  out  the  overwhelming  health  and 
environmental  effects  still  coming  to  light  after  47  years  of  weapons 
testing  on  traditional  Shoshone  lands.  In  addition  to  renewed 
' subcritical ' weapons  testing,  these  problems  are  now  compounded  by 
shipments  of  'low-level'  waste  pouring  into  the  Test  Site  from 
contaminated  weapons  facilities  all  over  the  U.S.  at  the  rate  of  four 
truck  loads  a day.  Recent  reports  state  that  four  out  of  five  trucks  from 
Fernald,  Ohio,  alone  have  been  leaking  on  interstate  freeways. 

In  addition  to  suffering  nearly  half  a decade  of  serious  health  problems 
such  as  thyroid  disease,  cancers  and  leukemia,  for  the  Western  Shoshone, 
the  issue  involves  violation  of  rights  to  religious  freedom.  For  all 
traditional  Native  Americans,  responsibility  for  caretaking  their  lands  is 
a vital  part  of  religion  and  community  life. 

Unable  to  stop  the  takeover  and  devastation  of  lands  guaranteed  to  them 
in  the  1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley,  Shoshone  say  that  they  have  also  been 


deprived  of  the  right  to  conduct  badly  needed  healing  and  other  ceremonies 
on  their  lands  for  50  years.  Over  100  Native  families  were  forced  from 
their  homes  when  the  land  for  the  Test  Site  was  annexed  in  1948. 

"We  were  put  here  by  the  Creator  as  a Native  people  to  take  care  of  this 
land  and  all  the  life  on  it",  states  Corbin  Harney,  Western  Shoshone 
Spiritual  Leader.  "Shoshone  people  have  taken  care  of  this  land  for 
thousands  of  years.  The  government  has  stolen  this  land  from  us,  and  now 
it  is  very  contaminated.  They  have  kept  us  from  doing  what  we  can  to  take 
care  of  it  and  heal  it.  For  50  years  they  have  kept  us  out  with  fences  and 
guards . " 

Native  tribes  all  over  the  Western  U.S.  have  had  enough  of  the  unfair 
burden  of  radioactivity  placed  on  them  through  policies  that  they  refer  to 
as  'environmental  racism'.  From  Ward  Valley,  California,  to  the  Skull 
Valley  Goshute  reservation  in  Utah  to  Prairie  Island  in  Minneapolis, 
strong  Native-led  environmental  coalitions  are  drawing  the  line,  and  they 
are  winning  battles  using  traditional  values  and  means. 

"The  grassroots  indigenous  people  have  fought  on  the  front  lines  against 
great  odds  out  of  the  limelight,  yet  they  have  often  won  by  relying  on 
their  traditional  teachings",  says  Tom  Goldtooth.  "By  putting  forth 
grassroots  cultural  resistance  as  a model  for  change,  we  are  challenging 
both  Native  rights  and  environmental  movements  to  be  true  to  their  roots." 

"RE : Navajo  President  Atcitty  on  Health  Care"  

Date:  Tue,  7 Apr  1998  17:27:47  -0700 
From:  George  Doe  <rezman@infomagic . com> 

Sub j : Navajo  News  Release 

UUCP  email 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
Tuesday,  April  7,  1998 
George  Doe  (520)  871-7919 

STATEMENT  OF 

Navajo  President  Thomas  Atcitty  on  an  Agreement 
to  Expand  Health  Care  Benefits  for  Navajo  Veterans 

Today,  I stand  before  you  to  sign  an  historic  agreement  between  the 
Navajo  people  and  the  United  States  of  America.  By  this  agreement,  for 
perhaps  the  first  time  ever,  our  traditional  Navajo  beliefs  will  be 
acknowledged  and  affirmed  by  the  government. 

This  agreement  will  bridge  even  further  the  gap  between  the  ancient 
customs  and  traditions  of  our  people,  and  that  of  western  society. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  last  century.  Native  American  people  were 
told  that  the  ways  which  have  sustained  our  people  for  thousands  of 
years  were  wrong.  That  in  order  to  survive  as  a people,  our  children 
must  be  acculturated  into  mainstream  society.  And  that  our  ways  were 
doomed.  How  wrong  they  were.  Now,  today  a representative  of  the 
United  States  government  stands  before  all  of  us,  with  an  agreement  in 
hand,  a pen  in  the  other,  to  sign  an  historic  document  that 
fundamentally  would  acknowledge  the  ancient  chants  and  ceremonies  of  the 
Navajo  people. 

When  many  of  our  people,  I and  the  vice  president  among  them, 
willingly,  signed  up  to  defend  this  country  from  aggression;  first  in 
1917,  then  in  1940s,  the  early  50s,  60s,  70s  and  recently  in  the  90s,  we 
believed  that  when  our  tour  of  duty  was  complete,  the  government  would 
take  care  of  all  our  health  needs  --  forever.  And  to  a large  degree, 
that  has  happened.  The  U.S.  Veteran  Affairs  Office,  for  example,  has 
provided  health  care  benefits  to  all  veterans. 

But,  in  the  old  Navajo  way,  when  a warrior  goes  into  battle,  and  then 
returns,  there  are  ceremonies  that  must  be  held  to  purify  and  bring  the 
warrior  back  into  harmony.  Ceremonies,  such  as,  the  five-day  Enemy  Way 
(Yei'  Be'  Chei)  or  the  Blessing  Way  are  conducted  for  this  purpose. 

Because  the  government  did  not  acknowledge  the  beliefs  of  our  people, 
for  all  these  years,  Navajo  ceremonies,  as  a means  of  healing,  were 


never  included  in  health  care  benefits  for  veterans. 

When  I think  about  the  many  veterans  who  are  now  homeless,  and  living 
on  the  streets  in  the  urban  cities  of  Phoenix,  Salt  Lake  City,  and 
Albuquerque  my  heart  becomes  heavy.  I understand  many  of  them  have 
ended  up  there  as  a result  of  trauma  caused  by  the  war.  Now,  they  can 
bring  harmony  back  into  their  lives,  and  finally  come  home. 

I am  privileged  and  honored  to  sign  this  document  on  behalf  of  the 
Navajo  People.  This  country  has  come  a long  way  from  the  dark  days  of 
religious  and  cultural  intolerance.  May  there  be  peace  forever. 

I hereby  sign  on  behalf  of  all  Navajo  veterans. 

"RE:  Important  Info  on  Codetalkers"  

Date:  6:45  AM  Apr  9,  1998 

From:  LMITTEN@vms.cis.pitt.edu 

Sub j : Important  info  re:  Indian  Codetalkers 

UUCP  email 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

MEDALS  OF  HONOR  SOUGHT  FOR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  CODE  TALKERS 

ANADARKO,  OK,  April  8,  1998  - Many  of  the  American  public  know  that  in 
World  War  II  a large  number  of  Navajo  served  as  "code  talkers"  for  the 
Marines  in  the  Pacific.  There  have  been  books  and  articles  published  which 
cover  their  service,  and  they  have  been  highly  honored  in  many  ways.  Fewer 
people  are  aware,  however,  that  there  were  other  code  talkers  in  both 
World  Wars  from  many  tribes  who  served  in  the  Pacific  and  in  Europe. 

In  all,  at  least  17  tribes  have  been  identified  as  serving  in  this 
manner  by  Dr.  William  C.  Meadows,  an  Anadarko,  OK  scholar  whose  book  on 
the  Comanche  code  talkers  of  World  War  II  is  currently  under  review  by  the 
University  of  Texas  Press.  The  tribes  identified  include  Cheyenne, 
Comanche,  Cherokee,  Choctaw,  Osage,  and  Yankton  Sioux  in  WW  I,  and  in  WW 
II,  Chippewa,  Choctaw,  Comanche,  Creek,  Hopi,  Kiowa,  Menominee,  Muscogee- 
Seminole,  Navajo,  Oneida,  Pawnee,  Sac  & Fox,  and  Sioux  (both  Lakota  and 
Dakota  dialects) . 

Meadows  identifies  two  types  of  code  talking,  which  he  calls  Type  I and 
Type  II.  The  former  involved  actual  encoding  of  messages  and  translation 
of  code  into  the  code  talkers'  native  languages.  The  second  type  involved 
the  planned  or  spontaneous  use  of  Native  American  languages  to  relay 
strategic  messages  without  further  encoding. 

An  informational  appendix  is  included  below  which  identifies  the  tribes 
whose  warriors  served  United  States  armed  forces  in  this  manner,  beginning 
with  the  Choctaw  in  World  War  I,  who  practiced  the  first  type  of  code 
talking.  In  all  instances,  the  use  of  these  native  languages  foiled  enemy 
attempts  to  decipher  the  communications  of  United  States  armed  forces.  The 
result  was  often  a dramatic  turn  in  the  tide  of  battle,  and  thousands  of 
allied  lives  were  saved  which  would  have  inevitably  been  lost  in  continued 
fighting. 

The  code  talking  of  these  American  Indian  warriors  was  practiced  under 
dangerous,  harrowing  conditions,  willingly  and  without  question.  Perhaps 
even  more  remarkable,  it  was  a service  which  they  rendered  to  a government 
which  had  conquered  their  own  people.  Some  of  the  code  talkers  lost  their 
lives,  and  many  were  wounded  during  the  two  World  Wars.  Many  of  these 
brave  men  have  since  passed  on  to  the  land  of  the  spirits,  unrecognized  by 
this  country.  The  United  States  has  never  officially  recognized  the  code 
talkers,  although  the  French  government  awarded  them  or  their  tribes  their 
highest  military  honor  in  1989. 

The  petition  appended  to  this  release  is  being  circulated  by  friends  and 
families  of  Native  American  code  talkers  of  World  War  I and  II  in  a grass 
roots  effort  to  get  their  country  to  recognize  this  valiant,  ingenious 
service  in  an  appropriate  manner.  The  signatories  to  this  petition  are 
asking  the  U.S.  government  to  rectify  this  omission  now  by  awarding  the 
code  talkers  of  both  types  the  Medal  of  Honor  for  their  valiant,  unique, 
and  outstanding  service  above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty. 


Appendix  adapted  from: 

Meadows,  William  C.  _They  Spoke  Comanche:  the  Comanche  Code  Talkers  in 
World  War  II_.  In  Press.  University  of  texas  Press,  Austin,  TX. 
INFORMATIONAL  APPENDIX: 


Native  American  Code  Talkers  : World  Wars  I and  II 
Code  Talking  Types  1 and  2:  Explanation 
Type  1 = Formally  developed  special  coded-encoded  vocabularies  in  Native 
American  languages. 

Type  2 = Informal  use  of  everyday  non-coded  Native  American  languages. 

World  War  I 

Type  of  Code  Talking  (1  or  2) 

2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Tribes 

Cheyenne 

Choctaw  (15) 

Comanche 

Cherokee 

Osage 

Yankton  Sioux 


World  War  II 


Comanche  (17)  1 
Navajo  (420)  1 
Chippewa  2 
Choctaw  2 
Creek  2 
Flopi  2 
Kiowa  2 
Menominee  2 
Muscogee-Seminole  2 
Oneida  2 
Pawnee  2 
Sac  and  Fox  (19)  2 
Sioux  (Lakota  & Dakota)  2 


FOR  FURTHER  INFO: 

Liz  Pollard,  Smoke  Signals  Enterprises,  505  W.  Louisiana  Ave.,  Anadarko, 
OK  73005  (405)247-2251  Email:  lpollard@smokesig.com 


PETITION  FOLLOWS: 

Please  add  your  signature  to  this  petition  and  encourage  others  to  join  us. 
If  you  received  the  petition  by  email,  pass  it  along  to  as  many  other 
interested  citizens  as  you  can  and  ask  that  they  collect  signatures  to  add 
to  it.  Make  photocopies  of  it  if  necessary,  and  add  sheets  of  paper  for 
additional  signatures.  Completed,  signed  petitions  should  be  returned  to  me 
at  lpollard@smokesig.com  (or  Liz  Pollard,  505  W.  Louisiana  Ave.,  Anadarko, 

OK  73005)  or  mailed  or  emailed  to  either  or  both  of  the  following  addresses. 

Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell 

Chairman,  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 

380  Russell  Senate  Office  Building 

U.S.  Senate 

Washington,  DC  20510-0605 

Representative  Dale  E.  Kildee 
Co-Chair,  Native  American  Caucus 
2187  Rayburn  House  Office  Building 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  DC  20515-2209 
Email:  dkildee@hr.house.gov 


PETITION  TO  the  CONGRESS  of  the  UNITED  STATES  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  NATIVE 
AMERICAN  CODE  TALKERS  of  WORLD  WAR  I AND  WORLD  WAR  II 

WHEREAS: 

During  World  War  I and  World  War  II,  hundreds  of  Native  American  service 
men  from  at  least  17  native  nations  served  the  armed  forces  of  the  United 


States  in  a vital  and  unique  capacity,  by  using  their  native  languages  to 
foil  enemy  communications.  They  became  known  as  codetalkers  from  the  use  of 
their  languages  to  transmit  strategic  messages  in  a form  the  enemy  could 
not  decipher. 

In  World  War  I,  Choctaw  warriors  performed  this  service,  translating 
encoded  messages  into  their  language  for  transmission.  This  type  of  code 
talking,  referred  to  here  as  Type  I,  was  also  used  in  World  War  II  by 
Navajo  and  Comanche  units.  It  required  ingenious  use  of  words  in  the  native 
languages  to  convey  meanings  these  peoples  had  never  had  use  for  previously. 

Other  tribes  used  what  is  known  here  as  Type  II  code  talk,  utilizing  their 
native  language  to  communicate  crucial  messages  to  each  other  without  first 
encoding  them,  but  with  the  same  result,  that  the  enemy  could  not  decipher 
critical  strategic  communications.  These  tribes  included,  but  are  not 
necessarily  limited  to,  Cheyenne,  Comanche,  Cherokee,  Osage,  and  Yankton 
Sioux  in  WW  I,  and  in  WW  II,  Chippewa,  Choctaw,  Creek,  Hopi,  Kiowa, 
Menominee,  Muscogee-Seminole,  Oneida,  Pawnee,  Sac  & Fox,  and  Sioux  (both 
Lakota  and  Dakota  dialects) . 

In  both  types  of  code  talking,  results  were  similar.  The  tide  of  battle  was 
turned,  and  the  United  States  forces  were  enabled  to  prevail.  Without  these 
services,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  that  vital  secrecy  would  have  been 
maintained  in  the  communications  of  United  States  armed  forces. 

WHEREAS: 

These  American  Indian  warriors  performed  a valuable  service  to  this 
country,  to  their  own  peoples  and  nations,  and  to  the  free  world,  enabling 
allied  forces  to  overcome  the  oppressors  and  saving  thousand  of  lives  which 
would  have  been  lost  otherwise  by  continued  battle.  They  gave  of  a unique 
skill,  and  they  gave  it  freely  under  often  extremely  dangerous  conditions. 
They  served  with  courage  and  ingenuity,  and  without  question,  a government 
which  had  conquered  their  people. 

WHEREAS: 

These  Native  American  code  talkers  have  never  been  officially  recognized  by 
the  United  States  government  for  this  unique  and  valiant  service,  although 
the  French  government,  in  1989,  awarded  them  its  highest  honor. 

THEREFORE: 

We,  the  undersigned,  urge  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  honor  these 
Native  American  warriors  in  an  appropriate  manner,  by  awarding  them 
Congressional  Medals  of  Honor! 

SIGNED: 

Elizabeth  B.  "Liz"  Pollard,  Anadarko,  OK 
W.  Grosvenor  Pollard,  Anadarko,  OK 
Robert  S.  Topor,  Mountain  View,CA 
Martha  F.  Topor,  Mountain  View,  CA 

Elizabeth  "Liz"  Pollard 
Smoke  Signals  Enterprises 
Email:  lpollard@smokesig.com 
On  the  Web:  http://www.smokesig.com 

Co-author:  "Liz  & Bob's  Web  Builder's  Guide."  Download  this  powerful 
resource  manual  for  integrated  campus  and  electronic  marketing 
communications  from  the  Web!  (http://www.smokesig.com) 

Promotions  for  American  Indian  Exposition:  http://www.indianexpo.org 
Other  sites  include: 

Moccasin  Telegraph:  http://www.indianexpo.org/moccasin.html 
Housing  Authority  of  the  Apache  Tribe:  http://www.apachehousing.org 

Lisa  A.  Mitten  G20-U  Hillman  Library 

Social  Sciences  Bibliographer  University  of  Pittsburgh 

FAX:  412-648-7798  Pittsburgh,  PA  15260 


412-648-7780 


Internet : lmitten@vms . cis . pitt . edu 

>>Take  a look  at  my  home  page  on  the  WWW!<< 

>>  Pointers  to  lots  of  Indian,  anthropology,  communications, << 
>>linguistics,  and  sociology  sites!<< 
http://www.pitt . edu/~lmitten 

"Human  beings  were  invented  by  water  as  a device  for  transporting  itself 

from  one  place  to  another." 

(from  EVEN  COWGIRLS  GET  THE  BLUES  / Tom  Robbins) 

- "RE:  Ottawa  Overturns  Band  Elections"  

Date:  Fri,  Apr  3,  1998  9:18  PM  EDT 

From:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

Sub j : NuuChaNulth  Band  under  investigation 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
OTTAWA  OVERTURNS  BAND  ELECTIONS  IN  PORT  ALBERNI 
Times  Colonist,  April  3,  1998,  page  A6 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Port  Alberni  (CP)  - The  federal  cabinet  has  overturned  the  election  of 
the  Tla-o-qui-aht  band  council,  leaving  it  without  a governing  body  or 
signing  authority.  The  order  in  counsel  was  issued  in  Ottawa  last  month, 
but  delivered  to  the  band  of  600  only  this  week.  The  order  overturns  the 
election  of  the  councilors  only,  but  Chief  Francis  Frank  resigned  a few 
months  ago  after  an  audit  of  the  band's  financial  affairs  became  public. 

Band  members  appealed  the  April  21,  1997  election  on  the  basis  that  one 
of  the  elected  councilors,  Moses  Martin,  lived  in  Tofino  and  not  on  the 
reserve,  as  required  by  the  Indian  Act.  The  Tla-o-qui-aht  band's  financial 
affairs  are  the  subject  of  an  investigation  by  the  RCMP  commercial  crime 
unit,  though  the  investigating  officer  recently  said  he  has  so  far  found 
nothing  which  would  result  in  criminal  charges. 


Letters  to  the  Times  Colonist  - mailto:timesc@interlink.bc.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Fake  Arts  and  Crafts"  

Date:  Wed,  08  Apr  98  08:45:21  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu 
Sub j : Fake  Arts  and  Crafts(FWD) 

UUCP  email 

To  all.  This  looks  like  an  opportunity  for  local  action.  Our 
Congressman  is  here  today  at  3:00pm  - will  see  what  he  has  to  say 
about  this,  among  other  things.  Best,  3ohn  Berry 


USA  TODAY 

04/08/98-  Updated  01:49  AM  ET 
Fake  Indian  crafts  flood  $1B  market 
SANTA  FE,  N.M.  - Each  year,  Americans  and  foreign 
tourists  spend  as  much  as  $1  billion  on  American  Indian  arts  and 
crafts.  In  this  state  alone,  the  average  family  visiting  a reservation 


spends  $191  on  Native  American  goods. 

But  increasingly,  much  of  what's  for  sale  isn't  handmade  or  crafted 
by  Indians.  In  fact,  much  of  it  isn't  even  made  in  the  USA. 

At  shops  and  roadside  stands  in  the  Southwest,  it's  not  uncommon  to 
find  imports  sold  as  the  genuine  article:  "Apache"  baskets  from 
Pakistan,  "Navajo"  rugs  from  Mexico,  "Hopi"  kachina  dolls  from  China. 

Lee  A.  Yazzie,  a Navajo  silversmith  in  Gallup,  N.M.,  who  makes  $900 
silver  rings  and  $5,000  bracelets  by  hand,  says  he's  seen  copies  of 
his  and  other  artists'  work  selling  for  90%  less. 

"It's  taking  food  out  of  the  mouths  of  Indians  here,"  says  Yazzie, 

51.  "When  an  artist  here  doesn't  have  the  work  he  needs  because  it's 
being  done  elsewhere  for  less,  that  saddens  me." 

Some  organizations  are  beginning  to  police  themselves.  For  example, 
at  its  annual  gathering  April  21-26  in  Albuquerque,  the  Indian  Pueblo 

Cultural  Center  will  require  merchants  to  provide  certificates  of 
authenticity  for  each  item  sold. 

Still,  the  problem  is  widespread. 

New  Mexico  Attorney  General  Tom  Udall  says  40%  of  the  Indian  arts 
and  crafts  sold  in  the  Southwest  probably  are  counterfeit  - a trend 
that  threatens  the  region's  world-class  reputation  for  Native  American 
art  and  the  tourism  business  in  places  like  Santa  Fe,  which  draws  more 
than  a million  visitors  a year. 

"We're  just  scraping  the  surface  of  the  problem  here,"  Udall  says.  "I 
think  if  people  shopped  around  with  the  experts,  they  would  be 
astounded  to  learn  the  extent  of  this." 

Martin  Link  of  Gallup,  N.M.,  who  publishes  the  industry's  leading 
monthly.  The  Indian  Trader,  says  "easily  60%  of  anything  sold  for  less 
than  $100  is  very  suspect  - probably  imported,  or  at  least  made  by  a 
non-Indian . " 

And  Sen.  Ion  Kyi,  R-Ariz.,  says  the  problem  may  plague  50%  of  the 
marketplace,  an  industry  the  Interior  Department  says  sees  $1  billion 
a year  in  sales.  The  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  will  hold 
hearings  on  the  matter  this  summer. 

Although  a 1990  federal  law  carries  stiff  fines  and  jail  terms  for 
selling  bogus  Indian  arts  and  crafts,  the  federal  government  has  done 
little  to  address  the  problem.  In  fact,  the  law  never  has  been  used  to 
prosecute  a case.  No  federal  employee  is  assigned  to  the  matter 
full-time. 

The  faux  Indian  arts  and  crafts  come  from  not  only  around  the  world, 
but  across  the  country:  assembly-line  jewelry  with  a distinctive 
Native  American  style  is  being  made  in  Texas,  Arizona,  Utah  and  other 
western  states. 

"It's  very  difficult  to  tell  the  difference  between  the  real  and  the 
fake, "says  Andy  Abeita,  a sculptor  in  Iselta  Pueblo,  N.M. 

Abeita,  active  in  efforts  to  push  the  government  to  do  more,  says 
the  growing  size  and  sophistication  of  the  counterfeiting  operations 
are  driving  small  craftsmen  out  of  business.  Ceramics  and  jewelry  that 
take  Indian  artists  days  to  produce  are  copied  by  machines  in  hours, 
and  sold  at  a fraction  of  the  cost. 

"It's  a Wild  West  kind  of  thing  when  it  comes  to  Indian  arts  and 
crafts, "agrees  Albuquerque  jewelry  dealer  Doe  Lowry.  "It's  definitely 
buyer  beware." 

The  imitators  often  use  nickel,  instead  of  sterling  silver.  They  use 
dust  and  colored  plastic,  instead  of  turquoise.  Synthetic  fibers 
become  "all-natural"  rugs. 

To  hide  evidence  products  were  made  overseas,  some  unscrupulous 
retailers  scratch  out  country-of-origin  labels.  In  1994,  Udall 's 
office  caught  a Santa  Fe  shop  covering  made-in-Mexico  labels  with 
price  tags. 

The  shop  paid  a small  fine.  But  most  consumers  never  know  they've 
been  had  and  therefore  don't  complain.  For  all  practical  purposes, 
that  means  state  officials  are  less  likely  to  pursue  the  culprits. 

"Tourists  who  want  to  come  back  with  something  beautiful  from  the 
Southwest  can  be  easily  duped,"  says  Martin  Sullivan,  director  of  the 
Heard  Museum  in  Phoenix,  the  nation's  most  prestigious  private  Indian 


ant  museum.  "Most  purchases  are  made  by  people  who  don't  know  any 
better. " 

A problem  beyond  the  Southwest 

Accusations  of  arts  fraud  aren't  limited  to  the  Southwest.  Last 
fall,  Indians  from  the  Ho-Chunk  tribe  of  Wisconsin  sued  J.C. 

Penney  Co.  for  $60  million  in  federal  court.  The  suit  alleges  the 
nation's  largest  department  store  chain  sold  jewelry  "in  a manner  that 
falsely  suggested"  it  was  Indian  made. 

It  offers  as  evidence  36  items  allegedly  bought  from  more  than  a 
dozen  J.C.  Penney  stores  in  the  Chicago  area  last  year.  Some  items  are 
alleged  to  have  been  sold  with  assembled-in-Mexico  labels  obscured  by 
Penney' s price  tags.  Others  are  domestically  made  products  alleged  to 
have  been  represented  as  Native  American  by  store  clerks. 

In  a statement , J.C.  Penney  said  it  "has  never  knowingly  falsely 
represented  any  of  the  merchandise  which  it  sells  to  the  public  as 
made  by  American  Indians  when  that  in  fact  has  not  been  the  case."  The 
suit  is  awaiting  trial. 

The  suit  was  brought  under  the  civil  provisions  of  the  1990  federal 
Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act.  While  the  law  is  designed  to  prevent 
fraud,  it  does  allow  the  sale  of  look-a-like  arts  and  crafts  - so  long 
as  the  goods  are  not  sold  as  Indian. 

From  a port  city  in  Thailand,  for  example,  American  Bob  Nizza  openly 
sells  fake  Indian  jewelry  over  the  Internet.  At  his  Tepeetown  shop  in 
St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  Fred  Flarris  sells  look-a-like  Indian  crafts, 
including  $3  bead  necklaces  from  China. 

And  from  his  wholesale  outfit  in  Salt  Lake  City,  R.W.  Adamson  sells 
Indian-like  medicine  masks,  dreamcatchers , necklaces  and  teepees.  In  a 
letter  to  retailers,  Adamson  boasts  he  is  "one  of  the  world's  leading 
suppliers  in  Native  Americana." 

But  Adamson  never  says  his  goods  are  Indian-made.  "Because  they  are 
not,"  he  says. 

The  economic  toll 

Even  that  attitude  doesn't  sit  well  in  Indian  country,  where  the 
unemployment  rate  soars  above  50%  and  where  the  arts  and  crafts  trade 
is  a vital  part  of  the  economy. 

"When  you  rob  a people  of  their  design  and  take  it  overseas  and  get 
another  people  there  to  do  it  for  peanuts,  then  two  groups  of  people 
are  being  taken  advantage  of,"  says  Yazzie,  the  veteran  Navajo 
silversmith.  Add  an  unwitting  consumer  to  the  mix,  Yazzie  says,  and 
yet  another  person  becomes  a victim. 

At  the  nation's  largest  tribe,  the  150, 000-strong  Navajo  Nation, 
most  families  are  involved  in  the  trade,  Udall  says.  At  the  Zuni 
Pueblo  west  of  Albuquerque,  some  70%  of  the  tribe's  10,000  residents 
work  in  the  arts  and  crafts  industry. 

Lorentino  Lalio,  New  Mexico's  director  of  Indian  tourism,  says  the 
counterfeiting  has  driven  profits  down  40%  for  most  Native  American 
artists  and  craftsmen. 

"What's  happening  is  that  they're  killing  the  goose  that  laid  the 
golden  egg,"  he  says.  "It's  killing  us." 

Shop  owners  in  Gallup,  the  hub  of  discount  Indian  arts  and  crafts, 
say  Indians  who  speak  out  about  the  fraud  can  find  themselves  out  of 
work.  "If  you  talk  about  it,  you're  literally  cutting  your  own 
throat,"  says  Joseph  Buck,  manager  of  Lost  Cities  of  Gold,  a pawn  and 
jewelry  shop. 

Some  artists  say  protecting  Indian  arts  and  crafts  is  really  about 
culture  - and  that  the  U.S.  government  should  protect  its  heritage  as 
the  Japanese  or  French  might:  with  vigor. 

Several  states,  including  California,  Arizona  and  Colorado,  have 
laws  designed  to  protect  consumers  from  fake  Indian  arts  and  crafts. 
But  those  laws  are  mostly  used  to  protect  the  sale  of  Indian 
antiquities,  not  contemporary  arts  and  crafts. 

New  Mexico  has  had  laws  against  selling  counterfeit  Indian  art  since 
1973,  but  has  used  them  only  a handful  of  times.  This  year,  Udall 
wrangled  $150,000  from  the  state  budget  to  address  the  problem.  The 
money  likely  will  go  to  hire  Indian  artists  for  undercover  stings  and 


to  fund  prosecutions. 

Few  federal  agencies  have  expressed  an  interest  in  fighting  this 
particular  kind  of  crime.  FBI  agents  in  Phoenix,  Albuquerque  and 
Oklahoma  City  - Native  American  hubs  - say  it  continues  to  be  a low 
priority.  U.S.  Customs  has  worked  a few  cases  but  only  to  assist  state 
authorities . 

Last  year,  frustrated  native  American  artists  began  to  train  some 
federal  agents  to  spot  fakes.  Abeita,  the  sculptor,  says  he  now  works 
part-time  as  a consultant  to  several  law  enforcement  agencies.  "We're 
just  starting  to  do  this,"  he  says. 

Customs'  Don  DeFago  in  Albuquerque  says  his  office  is  pursuing  some 
new  cases.  There  have  been  no  arrests. 

By  John  Shiftman,  Special  for  USA  TODAY 


NOTICE:  In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  material 
appearing  here  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have 
expressed  a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  research 
and  educational  purposes.  ** 

— "RE:  Trail  Of  Hoy"  

Date:  Thu,  09  Apr  1998  12:31:01  -0700 

From:  Ana  M Robles-Rhoads  <"anart"@juno.com  (Ana  M Robles-Rhoads) > 

Sub j : Share  this  with  others  as  you  feel  it  needs  to  be  shared  !!!! 

UUCP  email 

Dear  Community  and  World  member  of  humanity: 

It  is  time  to  gather  all  of  our  efforts  from  every  corner  of  this  Country 
and  this  World  and  walk  for  Peace,  Understanding,  Harmony  and  Love..  How 
to  start?  One  way  would  be  by  simply  supporting  each  other  as  members  of 
the  big  Human  Family  and  our  efforts  to  bring  about  Unity  and  Love  rather 
than  divisions. 

The  Trail  Of  Hoy  is  one  of  these  efforts.  Starting  by  himself  and 
inspired  by  a Vision,  lames  Duncan:  a member  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  and 
his  family  have  walked  and  traveled  throughout  many  highways,  lanes  and 
trails  to  bring  the  message  of  UNCONDITIONAL  Love  to  our  Country  and 
humanity.  During  one  of  these  walks,  lames  planted  trees  that  represent 
Life  and  Love  and  forgiveness  for  each  other.  Another  "seed"  that  he 
"planted"  is  growing  right  here  in  the  Gainesville  community:  The  Native 
American  Student  Association,  currently  the  only  registered  student 
organization  within  the  State  University  System  that  attempts  to  meet  the 
needs  of  Native  American  students  and  the  Native  community  in  general. 

His  journeys  have  not  stopped.  Trail  Of  Hoy  is  a vision  that  encompasses 
four  journeys,  and  a message  of  UNCONDITIONAL  Love  out  of  which  lames, 
his  family  and  joining  walkers,  have  completed  two.  The  third  journey 
will  start  lune  21st.  of  1998.  His  family  and  his  relations  (his 
relations  is  all  of  humanity)  will  join  him  in  a trip  that  will  take  them 
from  Florida,  to  the  Dominican  Republic,  on  to  Mexico.  They  will  walk 
south  into  Belize  on  to  Guatemala,  then  back  north  into  Mexico  and  other 
neighboring  cities.  They  will  walk  about  twenty  miles  a day  with  their 
Faith  as  their  only  support.  This  journey  will  take  about  four  months. 

They  are  seeking  to  accomplish  the  following  goals: 

* to  share  the  visions  among  the  different  Indigenous  cultures 
encouraging  harmony  and  dialogue  among  the  many  tribes  and 
aboriginal  indigenous  peoples  (from  North,  Central  and 
South  America  and  around  the  world). 

* to  break  down  polarization  between  ALL  People,  providing 
information  on  resources  available  to  move  from  a system  of 
confrontation  to  one  of  peace,  including  environmental,  social, 
health,  financial  and  spiritual  resources. 

* to  encourage  people  to  hold  on  to  their  own  spiritual  beliefs, 
seeking  not  to  over  rule  one  another,  but  to  Love  and  respect 
one  another,  no  matter  what  cultural  background  we  share.  . 

* To  share  the  understanding  of  our  true  relationship  with  our 


Mother  Earth. 

A Multicultural  Banquet  on  behalf  of  Trail  Of  Hoy  is  being  held 
on  April  17,  @ 6:30  PM  to  gather  financial  support.  Location  will  be: 
Presbyterian/Disciples  of  Christ  Student  Center 
1402  West  University  Ave.  Gainesville,  FL. 

If  possible,  please,  indicate  below  your  preference  in  terms 
of  assistance: 

* Plan/coordinate  a Multicultural  Banquet  fund-raiser 
in  your  area,  we  can  help  you  plan  this. 

* Become  a financial  donor-sponsor  to  the  extent  of  your 
possibilities,  for  the  needs  are  great  (see  needs  list  at 
bottom  of  this  sheet) . 

* Preferences  are  given  to  donation  of  services  like  fuel, 
lodging,  air,  ground  and  Sea  transportation  assistance. 

Any  assistance  in  your  own  style  and  terms  to  support  this  Spiritual 
journey,  is  highly  appreciated.  Please,  let  us  know  how  you  will  assist 
us  by  contacting  us  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE.  If  you  receive  this  e-mail  and 
want  to  help  out,  please  send  reply  to  Ana:  anart@juno.com  (Ana  M Robles-Rhoads) 

To  put  it  in  lames'  very  own  words: 

"Our  Unconditional  Love  and  Prayers  to  you  and  your  family  and 
to  all 

our  relations  as  we  walk  hand  in  hand,  for  we  care  not  what  you  are, 
only  who 

you  are,  and  you  are  our  relations." 

Sincerely  yours. 

Ana  M.  Robles  Rhoads 

Trail  Of  3oy  Fundraising  Coordinators  in  Gainesville,  Florida 
MAHOGANY  FOUNDATION 

Candace  Lewis  Khufia  and  Ana  M.  Robles  Rhoads 

P.O.  Box  1102 

Gainesville,  FL.  32601 

tel.  (messages)  (352)  371-0401 

e-mail:  anart@juno.com 

Tremendous  thanks  to  the  University  of  Florida  Native  American  Student 
Association  ! ! ! ! For  more  information  about  this  * awesome  * organization, 
please  call  its  president:  lamey  Sadler  @ 352-375-0349.  His  e-mail  is 
out  of  commission,  but  he  replies  to  phone  calls, 
or  contact  lames  direct; 

3 AMES  DUNCAN,  RR  2 Box  2233,  Thayer,  MO.  65791;  Phone  - (417)264-7717 
Trail  Of  3oy  Website;  http://www.alice.net/tojwalk  - e-mail; 
toj@alice.net 

Needs  List:  While  there  are  many  things  that  are  needed,  below  are  a 
few,  if  there  is  anything  that  you  might  suggest  please  let  us  know. 

Trail  Of  3oy,  The  Return  to  The  Gathering 
RR  2,  Box  2233,  Thayer,  MO  65791 
Last  Update:  3 March,  1998 
(AREAS  OF  SUPPORT  AND  LIST  OF  NEEDS) 

UPDATE:  We  have  received  a motor  for  our  1984  Ford  Van,  and 
are  now  having  it  installed.  Thank  You  !!!!!  We  still  need 
to  pay  for  the  labor 

UPDATE:  4X4,  We  now  have  a 1982  AMC  Eagle,  and  we  are  now 
in  the  process  of  fixing  it  up.  Thank  You  !!!!! 

UPDATE:  We  have  been  offered  a large  Moving  Van  by  Viola 

Hatch  of  Oklahoma  to  use  (It  has  a kitchen  and  storage  for  food.)  It 

needs  tires  and  work  on  the  engine(the  lifters  collapse). 

FUEL(Gas  Coupons  or  Gas  card)  --  LONG  DISTANCE (Phone  cards)  --  POSTAGE 
STAMPS  -- 

COMPUTER (LAPTOP  and/or  Table)  --  LASER  Printer (Inkjet)  -- 
COMMUNICATIONS(cell  phone  - sat.  compatible)  -- 

CAMP  EQUIPMENT(tents  & tarps,  sleeping  bags,  lamps,  stoves  & propane, 
ect . ) 


12  OR  15  PASS.  VAN  "Needed  to  transport  people  and  supplies" 

66  PASS.  BUS  (Auto.  Trans.)  "to  be  converted  to  sleep  8 to  10  people" 

TIRES  215  X 75  X 15"  (4)  AND  235  X 75  X 15"  (4) 

We  have  need  of  8 RED  CEDAR  post.  They  need  to  be  8'  long  and  8"  in  dia. 
and  a total  of  8 of  these.  They  will  be  carved  (sand  blasted)  with  the 
message  that  will  be  placed  on  them.  They  will  be  placed  with  5'  extending 
above  ground,  along  side  of  the  tree.  I wish  to  thank  you  all  for  your 
patience.  We  need  your  help  in  acquiring  these  post. 

"The  Living  Spirit  Tree" 

"This  tree  is  a living  memorial  to  the  indigenous  peoples  who  inhabited 
these  lands  before  European  contact.  The  sacred  fire  of  their  spirits  still 
remains . " 

"since  the  beginning  of  time,  we  have  always  been  here.  And  will  always 
be,  for  we  are  one.  " 

Our  Unconditional  Love  and  Prayers  to  you  and  your  family  and  to  all  our 
relations  as  we  walk  hand  in  hand,  for  we  care  not  what  you  are,  only  who 
you  are,  and  you  are  our  relations. 

Wado  !!  A Prayer  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/prayerl.htm> 

A Journey  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/jaguar.htm> 

A Deed  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/people.htm> 

A Chance  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/echota.htm> 

Ana  Robles-Rhoads 

"RE : Trail  of  Tears  1998"  

From:  PDSinglel  <PDSinglel@aol . com> 

Date:  Wed,  8 Apr  1998  01:39:33  EDT 
Sub j : T0T1998  Newsletter 

UUCP  email 

Creator,  you  have  covered  the  Earth  with  grasses.  Cover  me  with  your 
presence.  Flood  over  my  spirit  like  a rain  until  I stand  wet  because  of 
you.  Walk  through  my  soul,  so  your  steps  are  as  familiar  as  the  rhythm  of 
my  heart.  Make  from  the  branches  of  my  life  a love  flute.  Play  me.  Blow 
your  breath  through  me,  and  I will  play  your  love  song.  You  have  held 
your  blanket  open  for  me,  and  welcomed  me  inside.  Cover  me.  Wrap  and 
envelop  me,  and  I will  dance  the  dance  of  the  adopted  one 

This  was  sent  to  me  by  a friend.  It  is  written  by  Ray  Buckley,  a 
Lakota/Tlingit  & Alyne  JoAnn  Eslinger,  an  Eastern  Cherokee.  I thought  it 
was  awesome  and  should  share  it  with  you. 

I am  still  having  problem  with  my  computer  and  it  is  at  it's  worst 
behavior  when  trying  to  get  online.  Please  keep  in  it  in  your  prayers  that 
it  will  at  least  complete  the  last  three  weeks  here  before  I leave. 

The  last  thing  I wanted  to  inform  you  about  was  our  fundraiser  before  we 
posted  it  on  the  web  page.  Funds  are  needed  to  purchase  additional  gear 
and  pay  for  the  expenses  of  a van  to  accompany  us  as  a support  vehicle. 

(We  have  grown  to  the  point  that  we  will  need  one)  Therefore,  we  have 
developed  an  Official  Trail  of  Tears  1998  t-shirt.  They  have  been  designed 
using  the  banner  and  the  route  map  from  the  web  page  on  the  back  of  the 
shirt.  Also,  the  cities  having  events  are  listed  below  like  a band's  tour 
shirt . 

A limited  edition  shirt  will  be  available  only  to  web  page  visitors 
using  the  Cherokee  Rose  graphic  from  the  web  page  as  a crest  on  the  front 
and  the  back  as  mentioned  above.  We  decided  to  give  them  as  a gift  for  you 
for  every  $20.00  donation  and  sent  to  any  address  you  request. 

The  other  shirt  will  have  a plain  front  with  no  crest  and  will  be 
available  at  the  events  only.  Demand  will  determine  the  number  of  shirts 
produced . 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  interest. 

Perry 


RE:  Native  American  Authors  Sought 


Date:  Mon,  06  Apr  98  18:37:06  PDT 

From:  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  <blkfoot4@3rivers . net> 

Sub j : Native  American  authors  sought 

UUCP  email 

Please  pass  this  on  to  your  members.  Thank  you. 

To:  All  friends  and  relatives. 

From:  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  <blkfoot4@3rivers . net> 

Subject:  Attn:  Indian  authors 

Spirit  Talk  Press,  The  Blackfoot  Nation,  P.0.  Box  390,  Browning, 

MT  59417  seeks  Indian  authors  to  submit  stories  and  articles  for 
SPIRIT  TALK:  An  Anthology  of  Indian  Voices  for  publication.  A 
fee  paid  to  those  whose  work  is  published. 

Send  only  copies  of  work.  Include  illustrations.  Send  $5  for 
sample  copy  of  Spirit  Talk.  This  is  a high  quality  color  periodic 
book.  Every  bit  as  good  as  any  national  publication. 

See  our  web  site  at  http://www.blackfoot.org 

"If  we  do  not  make  a record  of  our  being  then  we  will  die  in 

the  minds  and  hearts  of  our  people." 

"RE : Backlash  for  Tribal  Immunity"  

From:  FirehairSS  <FirehairSS@aol . com> 

Date:  Tue,  7 Apr  1998  17:00:17  EDT 
Sub j : Backlash/Gorton-thanks,  Mary  Ann 

UUCP  email 

Though  this  speaks  of  Western  Washington,  it  effects  all  Tribal  Nations 


Backlash  for  tribal  immunity 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/local/html98/trib_040598. html 

by  Lynda  V.  Mapes  lmap-new@seatimes.com 

Seattle  Times  staff  reporter 

Towering  over  the  concrete  of  Interstate  5,  a video  billboard  that 
flouts  local  sign  regulations  blazes  away,  24  hours  a day. 

To  the  east,  a 20,000-seat  amphitheater  is  under  construction  in 
defiance  of  King  County's  land-use  regulations.  And  around  Puget  Sound, 
waterfront  homeowners  are  stunned  to  learn  they  aren't  the  only  ones  who 
own  their  beachfronts. 

More  and  more,  Puget  Sound-area  residents  are  discovering,  in  some 
cases  for  the  first  time,  that  they  live  among  four  governments:  local, 
state,  federal  and  tribal. 

In  19th-century  treaties.  Northwest  tribes  gave  up  vast  land  holdings 
but  asserted  their  status  as  independent,  separate  political  entities 
with  a right  to  govern  their  own  affairs  on  tribal  land. 

In  the  1990s,  with  27  independent  tribal  governments  in  the  state  of 
Washington,  that  is  proving  a reliable  recipe  for  conflict.  In  the 
urbanizing  Northwest,  nontribal  residents  and  landowners  increasingly 
have  become  neighbors. 

At  the  same  time,  Washington  tribes  have  embarked  on  high-impact 
economic  development.  And  nontribal  residents  are  often  shocked  to  find 
they  have  no  say  over  tribal  fishing  rights,  smoke  shops,  casinos,  the 
video  billboard  on  Puyallup  land,  and  other  projects  such  as  the 
Muckleshoot  amphitheater,  that  affect  them. 

Not  only  are  the  tribes  operating  as  sovereign  governments,  they  are 
beyond  the  reach,  in  court  at  least,  of  anyone  who  doesn't  like  it. 
Tribes  can't  be  sued  unless  they  agree  to  be. 

Metropolitan  King  County  Councilman  Chris  Vance's  outrage  is  typical: 
"Tribes  can't  continue  to  live  outside  the  bounds  of  the  rest  of 
society.  All  these  things  are  being  done  without  any  participation 
or  acquiescence  of  the  rest  of  the  citizenry.  It's  un-American." 


Political  backlash  is  fueling  support  for  a bill  proposed  by  Sen.  Slade 
Gorton,  R-Wash.  The  bill  would  end  tribal  sovereign  immunity.  That  means 
anyone  anyone  who  feels  wronged  by  a tribal  action  or  decision  could  sue 
in  state  or  federal  court. 

The  bill  will  be  the  subject  of  a field  hearing  by  the  U.S.  Senate 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  in  Tukwila  on  Tuesday. 

Tribal  immunity  from  lawsuits  stems  from  a series  of  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
rulings  since  the  1830s  that  define  tribes  as  "domestic,  dependent 
nations"  - an  awkward,  hybrid  status. 

Tribes  are  not  independent  nations  within  the  United  States  because  they 
are  still  subject  to  control  by  Congress.  But  tribes  do  have  broad 
powers  of  self-governance.  For  the  most  part,  state  and  local  govern- 
ments have  no  authority  over  Indian  affairs,  tribal  governments  or 
reservation  lands. 

Like  state  and  local  governments,  tribes  may  administer  schools,  courts, 
police  forces  and  social  programs.  They  also  make  laws  governing  the 
conduct  of  Indians  on  reservations . 

In  Washington,  tribes  with  treaty  fishing  rights  are  also  co-managers  of 
the  state's  salmon  runs  with  state  and  federal  policy-makers. 

Finally,  tribes  have  blanket  immunity  from  suit  in  any  court,  and  waive 
it  only  when  they  choose  to. 

Tribes  aren't  about  to  give  that  up  without  a fight,  leaders  say. 

"If  they  don't  like  it,  that's  tough,"  said  Flenry  Cagey,  chairman  of  the 
Lummi  Indian  Nation  and  head  of  the  Affiliated  Tribes  of  Northwest 
Indians.  "That's  the  deal  we  struck,  and  we  gave  up  a lot  in  the 
process . " 

Tribes  say  Gorton's  bill  attacks  the  heart  of  their  sovereign  status. 
They  say  they  must  be  allowed  to  run  their  own  governments  as  they  see 
fit,  including  waiving  immunity  from  suit  only  when  they  choose  to. 

"We  are  acting  like  governments?  Well,  excuuuuse  us,"  said  Ron  Allen, 
president  of  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  and  chairman  of 
the  Jamestown  S'Klallam  tribe  in  Sequim,  Clallam  County. 

Most  people  don't  understand  that  tribal  governments  have  the  same 
powers  as  municipal,  county  or  state  governments,  Allen  said.  "There's 
a lot  of  hostility,  age-old  contempt,  even  flat-out  racism." 

Allen  sees  Gorton's  bill  as  the  latest  in  a long  line  of  actions  by  the 
U.S.  government  to  obliterate  the  tribes'  ability  to  make  a living  or 
sustain  their  own  governments  and  cultures. 

"Tribes  are  struggling,  looking  for  ways  to  generate  money.  Billboards. 
Selling  firecrackers . Selling  cigarettes.  Anything  that  allows  them  to 
keep  living  in  their  communities,"  he  said. 

Allen  said  Indians  are  held  to  a different  standard,  especially  when  it 
comes  to  making  money. 

"As  long  as  Indians  are  attractive  for  the  community,  giving  them 
artistry  or  character,  or  dancing  or  basket-weaving,  then  it's,  'Oh, 
these  are  our  Indians,'  almost  like  property,"  he  said.  "You  don't 
recognize  us  as  a fellow  citizen,  or  an  equal  government." 

Joe  De  La  Cruz,  former  chairman  of  the  Quinault  tribe  based  in  Taholah, 
Grays  Harbor  County,  laughed  out  loud  at  the  call  in  the  nontribal 
community  for  a level  playing  field  with  tribes. 

"If  this  country's  history  was  laid  out  for  a United  Nations  committee, 
this  country  could  not  live  the  shame  down." 

With  all  that  Native  Americans  have  been  through,  some  tribal  leaders 
say  it's  absurd  for  tribes  to  be  expected  to  appease,  or  even  be 
interested  in  nontribal  sensibilities.  But  backers  of  the  bill  insist 
that  abuses  of  the  past  are  no  excuse  for  tribes  to  take  an  in-your-face 
attitude  today. 

"After  a while,  get  over  it,"  Gorton  said  in  an  interview.  "No  wrongs 
have  been  committed  against  the  people  who  are  living  here  now,  or  by 
the  people  who  are  living  here  now. 

"I  don't  think  a society  is  helped  by  grievances  that  are  150  years  old, 
things  that  happened  to  our  great-great-grandfathers . I'm  sure  if  I knew 
what  happened  to  one  of  my  great-great-grandfathers  I could  find  some 
grievance. " 

Gorton  says  he  isn't  attacking  tribal  sovereignty,  but  he  does  think 


tribes  shouldn't  be  above  the  law. 

"The  most  fundamental  part  of  this  really  says  that  if  you  believe  you 
have  been  wronged  by  a member  of  an  Indian  tribe,  you  can  sue."  Suing  in 
tribal  courts  doesn't  work  because  they  are  not  adequate  or  neutral,  he 
said . 

The  legal  situation  needs  to  be  addressed  now  or  there  will  be 
increasing  conflict,  Gorton  added. 

"Population  is  increasing,"  he  said.  "And  in  most  states,  reservations 
are  becoming  more  and  more  integrated,  with  a majority  non-Indian 
population.  People  are  living  very  close  to  one  another  and  conflicts 
that  need  to  be  settled  peaceably  in  court  are  growing  in  scope." 

Although  his  bill  doesn't  have  enough  support  to  pass  now,  Gorton  said, 
some  kind  of  legislation  is  inevitable. 

Some  say  tribes  could  stave  off  bills  like  Gorton's  by  showing  more 
consideration  for  their  nontribal  neighbors. 

From  riding  horses  over  a cliff  in  the  Omak  Stampede  to  hunting  whales 
or  flouting  zoning  regulations,  tribes  could  be  more  sensitive  to  the 
culture  of  the  larger  community,  said  Jennifer  Belcher,  who  heads  the 
state  Department  of  Natural  Resources. 

She  doesn't  back  Gorton's  bill.  But  she  understands  the  frustration 
driving  it. 

"I  think  sovereign  immunity  is  important  and  we  shouldn't  tamper  with 
it.  But  tribes  should  impose  the  ethic  of  responsible  stewardship  on 
their  own  activities." 

Lynda  V.  Mapes'  phone  message  numbers  is  206-464-2736. 

Posted  at  10:06  p.m.  PSTj  Sunday,  April  5,  1998 
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Alumni  Against  Racist  Mascots 

Anti-Racist  Activists  Convene  in  "Illini  Country"  for  the  First  Annual 
Conference  on  the  Elimination  of  Racist  Mascots 

Anti-racist  activists  and  allies  are  gathering  in  Champaign-Urbana  for 
the  first  National  Conference  on  the  Elimination  of  Racist  Mascots  (CERM), 
uniting  activists  throughout  the  nation  to  protest  the  racist  tradition  of 
"Chief  Illiniwek"  and  to  share  anti-racist  mascot  strategies.  The 
activist-oriented  and  resolution-focused  plenary  is  locally  sponsored  by 
the  Native  American  Student  Organization  (NASO),  People  Against  Racism 
(PAR),  Progressive  Resource/Action  Cooperative  (PRC),  and  Alumni  Against 
Racist  Mascots  (AARM) . CERM  will  take  place  on  April  3 through  4 at  the 
University  YMCA  of  the  University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana-Champaign . 

The  conference  headlines  several  nationally  recognized  American  Indian 
leaders,  expected  among  them:  American  Indian  Movement  founders  Clyde 
Bellecourt  and  Vernon  Bellecourt;  National  Coalition  on  Racism  in  Sports 
and  the  Media  (NCRSM)  founder  and  UIUC  alum  Charlene  Tetersj  AIM  leader 
Michael  Flaneyj  musician  and  actor  (Dances  with  Wolves)  Floyd  Red  Crow 
Westermanj  and  Olympic  gold  medalist  Billy  Mills.  In  addition,  CERM  will 
gather  prominent  leaders  of  anti-racist  mascot  campaigns,  such  as  Ken 


Stern  of  the  American  Jewish  Committee;  scholars;  and  artists  who  have 
studied  and  focused  public  attention  on  this  issue,  and  non-Native 
activists  and  allies  of  the  Native  community. 

The  goals  of  this  conference  are  to  unify  activists  within  the  struggle 
against  Native  American  mascots;  to  coordinate  national  anti-mascot 
strategy;  to  educate  activists  on  effective  techniques  and  strategies;  to 
build  coalitions  amongst  diverse  groups  locally,  nationally,  and 
internationally;  to  illuminate  parallels  between  racist  academic  and 
professional  sport  mascots  and  to  bring  these  parallels  to  the  attention 
of  the  national  media  and  American  public;  and  most  importantly,  to 
empower  local,  grassroots  anti-racist  mascot  movements,  specifically  the 
movement  to  replace  the  "Chief  Illiniwek"  mascot. 

NCRSM,  NASO,  PAR,  PRC,  and  AARM  are  also  sponsoring  a panel  entitled  "A 
Dialogue  on  the  Elimination  of  Racist  Mascots"  on  Friday  evening,  April  3 
at  7 p.m.  in  the  Lincoln  Hall  Theater  on  the  University  of  Illinois 
campus.  Although  CERM  is  limited  to  friends  of  the  movement,  this  panel 
is  free  and  open  to  the  public.  A concert  featuring  Floyd  Red  Crow 
Westerman  will  follow  in  Latzer  Hall  of  the  University  YMCA. 

Press  are  encouraged  to  attend  a CERM  press  conference  on  Friday,  April  2 
at  1 p.m.  in  the  Board  Room  of  the  University  YMCA.  Banks,  Teters, 
Bellecourt,  Bellecourt,  Haney,  Westerman,  and  Mills  will  be  available  for 
questions  and  interviews.  In  addition  to  attending  the  Friday  evening 
public  panel,  press  are  also  welcomed  to  attend  the  opening  and  closing 
plenary  of  the  conference.  Please  contact  Paula  or  Rose  for  more 
information  on  press  accommodations  or  to  arrange  a specific  interview. 

NCRSM  works  nationally  among  racial  and  religious  groups  to  raise  public 
awareness  of  anti-Native  racism  and,  at  the  same  time,  raise  support  for 
local  anti-mascot  movements  across  the  country.  NASO  is  the  registered 
Native  American  organization  of  the  University  of  Illinois  at 
Urbana-Champaign . PAR  is  a student  progressive  network  of  the  University 
of  Illinois.  PRC  is  a multi-issue,  multi-tactical  activist  organization 
committed  to  peace  with  social  justice,  and  AARM  organizes  the  support 
and  resources  of  both  UIUC  alumni  and  faculty  who  oppose  the  "Chief." 

(end) 
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Raise  less  corn  and  more  hell-the  Conference  on  the  Elimination  of  Racist 
Mascots  (CERM) : April  3-4,  1998  in  lovely  Champaign-Urbana-guaranteed  by 
the  BOT  to  "send  chills  up  and  down  your  spine"  and  bring  honor  to  our 
new  mascot,  the  honorable,  if  not  authentic,  "Fighting  Gravenhorses" ; ) 
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Conference  on  the  Elimination  of  Racist  Mascots  (CERM) 

April  3-4,  1998  at  the  University  of  Illinois 

for  more  info,  contact  baanders@uiuc.edu  or  visit  our  website: 

http: //www. prairienet . org/prc 
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TO  ALL  MY  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS: 

When  do  we  all  come  together  ? When  do  we  stand  up  as  one  voice  ? When 
do  we  put  our  individual  grievances  and  agenda  aside  and  unite  for  the 
good  of  all  Indian  people  ? If  all  Indian  people  ( Sioux,  Navaho,  Monacan, 
Seminole,  Mohawk,  Nez  Perce,  all  tribes  )unite,  our  voice  would  be  strong 
and  unmistakably  ours.  Think  of  the  numbers  and  think  how  that  can  effect 
voting  and  change.  We  advance  as  a people  not  through  right  but  through 
political  and  monetary  assertion.  Remember  the  wasicu  has  no  honor,  they 
only  respect  what  affects  them.  They  always  resist  change.  So,  we  must 
use  our  wisdom  and  their  system  to  bring  about  change  for  our  people.  ( 
When  I use  the  term  "people"  I refer  to  all  Indian  people  ) 

We  must  not  disgrace  our  ancestors  and  brothers  and  sisters  that  have 


SACRIFICED  so  much  for  us  the  strongest  of  all  cultures.  ( If  we  are  not 
the  strongest  we  would  not  be  here  after  five  hundred  years  of  attempted 
genocide  ).  The  giving  of  their  lives  and  freedom  has  allowed  us  to 
remain  and  flourish  so  we  may  use  this  opportunity  to  help  all  indigenous 
peoples.  Think  of  SAND  CREEK,  think  of  THE  TRAIL  OF  TEARS,  think  of 
THANKSGIVING  MASSACRES,  think  of  WOUNDED  KNEE  1890  and  1973.  Think  about 
BIG  FOOT  AND  HIS  BAND,  babies,  elders,  the  sick,  our  women  and  our  young 
and  brave  warriors,  all  lying  up  there  freezing,  bleeding,  and  suffering 
before  death,  all  in  front  of  the  smoking  guns  of  U.S.  Troops.  Think 
about  our  people  who  were  marched  to  death  during  relocation  or  shot  to 
death  while  they  slept  in  their  homes.  Think  about  LEONARD  PELTIER,  think 
about  the  terror  he  suffers  everyday  and  how  brave  he  is  despite  the 
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This  issue  contains  articles  FOL-L,  Triballaw,  Info  Flawaii  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


When  we  go  hunting,  it  is  not  out  arrow  that  kills  the  moose,  however 
powerful  be  the  bowj  it  is  nature  that  kills  him." 

Big  Thunder  [Bedagi],  Wabanaki  Algonquin 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I recently  saw  an  exchange  that  amused  me  a little  and  saddened  me  a lot. 
A trader  at  a gathering  took  great  exception  to  the  display  of  another 
trader.  After  several  pointed  exchanges,  not  a great  deal  was  altered  or 
resolved  to  suit  the  "offended"  trader,  who  spent  the  rest  of  the  time  at 
the  event  in  a surly  mood. 

The  sad  thing  is  the  setup  that  wasn't  pristine  enough  was  being  run  by 
an  elder  who  would  have  gladly  shared  knowledge  and  a pleasant  weekend  had 
there  been  someone  open  and  receptive  to  share  it  with. 

I pass  this  on  so  maybe  some  one  of  you  won't  miss  a great  opportunity 
to  let  your  path  be  blessed  by  wisdom  trees  because  you  are  too  busy  being 
distracted  by  a few  nearby  weeds. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

4.19.1974  Roxeine  Roark  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Porcupine  by 
"unknown  assailants." 

Investigation  open,  still  "pending." 

4.23.1973  Between  eight  and  twelve  individuals  (names  unknown) 

packing  supplies  into  wounded  Knee  were  intercepted  by 
Goons  [Guardians  of  the  Oglala  Nation]  and  vigilantes. 
None  were  ever  heard  from  again.  Former  Rosebud  Tribal 
President  Robert  Burnette  and  U.S.  Justice  Department 
Solicitor  General  Kent  Frizzell  conducted  unsuccessful 
search  for  a mass  grave  after  Wounded  Knee  siege. 

No  further  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S. A. 
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Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Shoshones  Take  Cue  from  Ward  Valley" 


Date:  Fri,  17  Apr  1998  12:29:14  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : Shoshones  take  cue  from  Ward  Valley--Occupy  Test  Site 
UUCP  email 


Tuesday,  April  14,  1998 

Protesters:  Test  site  violates  land 
Shoshones,  inspired  by  the  tribes  rallying  against  a dump 
proposal  in  California,  lay  claim  to  federal  acreage. 

By  Keith  Rogers  - Review-Journal 

Western  Shoshones  supported  by  hundreds  of  protesters  erected  a teepee 
Monday  beyond  the  entrance  to  the  Nevada  Test  Site  and  claimed  to  occupy, 
land  close  to  where  the  government  conducted  928  nuclear  weapons  tests 
between  1951  and  1992.  Test  site  spokesman  Derek  Scammell  said  110 
protesters  were  arrested  Monday.  That  brought  to  114  the  number  of 
citations  issued  for  trespassing  since  Friday  during  a series  of  rallies 
targeting  the  test  site,  65  miles  northwest  of  Las  Vegas.  All  those  cited 
were  released  shortly  afterward.  By  late  Monday,  about  25  protesters 
remained  at  the  demonstration  site  on  a stretch  of  Department  of  Energy 
land  a quarter  of  a mile  north  of  the  test  site's  Mercury  entrance  off  US 
Highway  95.  The  location  is  federal  land  bordered  by  a Nevada  Department 
of  Transportation  fence.  Scammell  said  a group  of  Western  Shoshones  and 
their  spiritual  leader,  Corbin  Harney,  erected  the  teepee  after  entering 
through  a section  of  fence  that  had  been  cut.  Two  groups,  each  with  about 
100  protesters,  congregated  at  dawn  at  the  Mercury  entrance  and  the 
teepee's  location.  Scammell  said  the  10  who  were  arrested  had  spread  out 
on  federal  land  from  the  core  demonstration  site.  The  others  were  allowed 
to  remain. 

"We're  just  going  to  leave  them  alone,"  Scammell  said.  "They're  not 
doing  any  harm  to  anybody.  They'll  eventually  just  pack  up  and  leave,  I 
guess.  A Department  of  Energy  security  contractor,  Wackenhut  Services  Inc., 
was  helped  in  the  arrests  by  the  Nye  County  Sheriff's  Office  and  the 
Nevada  Highway  Patrol.  In  statements  and  in  a low-power  radio  broadcast 
from  Peace  Camp,  an  area  on  public  land  south  of  the  Mercury  entrance, 
protesters  from  the  Las  Vegas-based  Shundahai  Network  bemoaned  the 
Department  of  Energy  for  contaminating  American  Indian  lands.  "They're 
broadcasting  the  fact  that  DOE  is  on  Shoshone  property  and  desecrating 
the  Earth.  Everything  is  peaceful,"  Scammell  said.  The  protesters  said 
they  were  inspired  by  five  Colorado  River  tribes  that  set  up  camp  Feb.  13 
in  Ward  Valley,  Calif.,  117  miles  south  of  Las  Vegas,  to  protest  Interior 
Department  plans  for  releasing  the  land  to  California  for  a low-level 
radioactive  waste  dump.  That  occupation  is  nearing  the  two-month  mark, 
and  the  tribes  have  said  they  will  not  budge  until  Interior  Secretary 
Bruce  Babbitt  or  President  Clinton  visits  the  Ward  Valley  site.  Babbitt 
on  Monday  was  visiting  Mount  Charleston.  Asked  what  he  intends  to  do  about 


the  Ward  Valley  occupation,  he  said  , "We'll  just  keep  working  on  it." 

Harney,  who  is  Shundahai  Network's  executive  director,  said  in  a 
statement  at  the  test  site  that  the  Shoshones  "were  put  here  by  the 
creator  as  a native  people  to  take  care  of  this  land  and  all  the  life  on 
it.  "Shoshone  people  have  taken  care  of  this  land  for  thousands  of  years. 

The  government  has  stolen  this  land  from  us  and  now  it  is  very 
contaminated.  For  50  years  they  have  kept  us  out  with  fences  and  guards," 
Harney  said.  Scammell  said  91  protesters  were  arrested  on  Sunday.  Many  of 
those  were  from  a religious-based  contingent  of  peace  activists  known  as 
the  Nevada  Desert  Experience.  Thirteen  were  arrested  Friday.  On  Monday, 
they  rejoined  a throng  of  up  to  300  protesters  at  Peace  Camp. 
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Wednesday,  April  15,  1998 
Democrats  loin  Ward  Valley  Dump  Fight 

Environment:  Department  lacks  authority  to  buy  land,  legislative  leaders  say. 
By  FRANK  CLIFFORD,  Times  Environmental  Writer 

Democratic  leaders  of  the  California  Legislature  have  asked  the  White 
House  to  halt  negotiations  with  Gov.  Pete  Wilson  aimed  at  transferring  the 
proposed  Ward  Valley  nuclear  dump  site  to  the  state. 

Wilson's  proposal  to  acquire  the  land  is  illegal  because  the  state 
Department  of  Health  Services,  which  has  been  negotiating  to  buy  the  land, 
lacks  authority  to  do  so,  the  leaders  say. 

A political  battleground  for  the  past  decade,  the  1,000-acre  patch  of 
desert  close  to  the  Arizona  border  has  pitted  the  Wilson  administration 
against  environmental  activists  and  local  Indian  tribes  who  fear  that 
radioactive  waste  from  the  dump  would  contaminate  the  water  table  and 
eventually  make  its  way  to  the  Colorado  River,  20  miles  away. 

The  new  letter--signed  by  state  Sen.  President  Pro  Tern  John  Burton 
(D-San  Francisco),  Assembly  Speaker  Antonio  Villaraigosa  (D-Los  Angeles)  and 
Speaker  Pro  Tern  Sheila  Kuehl  (D-Santa  Monica)--is  the  strongest  recent 
signal  the  Democratic  leaders  have  sent  on  Ward  Valley. 

"It's  the  first  time  in  several  years  the  Legislature  has  engaged  on 
the  issue,  and  it  creates  a new  political  dynamic,"  said  John  Garamendi,  the 
Clinton  administration's  deputy  secretary  of  the 
Interior . 

"The  legislators  have  raised  several  critical  issues  regarding  the 
legality  of  the  state's  position,  and  we  will  be  taking  a serious  look  at 
those  issues,"  Garamendi  said. 

Citing  "an  internal  Wilson  administration  memorandum,"  the  legislative 
leaders  say  the  governor's  office  has  known  since  1991  that  the  Department 
of  Health  Services  did  not  have  legal  authority  to  purchase  the  Ward  Valley 
property . 

Moreover,  the  letter  says  that  in  a "flagrant  effort"  to  avoid 
legislative  scrutiny  of  the  deal,  the  Department  of  Health  Services  further 
violated  state  law  by  arranging  to  pay  for  the  land  with  a 
$500,000  "gift"  from  US  Ecology,  the  firm  hired  to  operate  the  dump. 


Speaking  for  the  Wilson  administration,  Elisabeth  Brandt,  chief 
administrative  law  judge  for  the  Department  of  Health  Services,  said  the 
department  was  authorized  to  acquire  the  land  under  a state  government  code 
permitting  any  state  agency  to  take  title  of  land  to  be  used  for  public 
purposes  with  the  permission  of  the  state's  director  of  finance. 

"We  had  that  [permission],"  Brandt  said. 

She  said  the  department  was  directed  to  seek  funds  from  US  Ecology  by 
legislation  that  banned  the  use  of  tax  money  for  the  purchase  of  the  land. 
That  legislation,  she  said,  also  required  that  "the  designated  licensee"--US 
Ecology- -advance  money  for  the  purchase  price  and  recapture  it  from 
operating  fees. 

So  far,  the  Interior  Department  has  put  off  a decision  on  transferring 
the  land  pending  the  completion  of  tests  to  determine  the  safety  of  the  site. 

That  testing  was  postponed  after  Native  American  protesters,  who 
continue  to  occupy  the  site,  said  they  would  not  allow  the  tests  to  take 
place.  They  have  been  joined  by  other  activists  who  object  to  the  dump 
because  it  would  imperil  habitat  of  the  desert  tortoise. 

The  state's  Department  of  Health  Services  and  US  Ecology  have  sued  the 
Department  of  Interior  to  force  the  land  transfer,  accusing  Interior 
officials  of  breach  of  contract. 
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April  9,  1998  - Day  53  of  the  Ward  Valley  Occupation: 

As  he  moved  slowly  from  the  north  into  the  village  of  Silyaye  Aheace,  the 
tortoise  gazed  from  side  to  side.  He  and  his  relatives  had  felt  strong 
prayers  and  strong  hearts  while  they  slept  their  winter's  sleep.  Now  it 
was  time  to  see  what  was  going  on  this,  his  home. 

As  he  moved  through  the  village  he  say  people  working  and  laughing, 
children  playing  and  flags  whipping  in  the  breeze.  The  sight  made  him 
happy,  for  he  knew  these  people  were  here  to  protect  him  and  this  sacred 
valley  he  lives  in. 

As  he  continued  his  journey  the  people  saw  him.  Their  hearts  were 
joyous.  They  kept  their  distance  and  welcomed  him.  He  enjoyed  the  sounds 
of  happy  voices  and  basked  in  the  warmth  of  their  smiles.  He  felt  safe 
here.  He  knew  these  people  would  not  pick  him  us,  prod  and  poke  him. 

They  would  not  glue  strange  devices  to  his  back.  He  felt  no  fear,  no 
trepidation;  he  felt  only  love. 

Toward  the  center  of  the  village  he  found  ashes  on  the  ground.  He 
could  tell  these  were  ashes  from  the  sacred  fire  that  burned  there.  He 
felt  the  power  of  the  prayers  that  had  been  offered  around  that  fire.  He 
could  feel  Creator  here.  He  ate  some  of  those  ashes  are  carried  that 
power  away  with  him. 

He  then  turned  to  the  west  and  made  his  way  back  into  the  desert..  He 
moved  slowly  deliberately,  taking  his  time  to  glean  every  detail  so  he 
could  tell  his  relatives  about  their  new  friends. 

And  as  he  made  his  way  back  he  thought,  "Maybe  humanity  isn't  all  bad 
for  in  these  people  I see  love,  compassion  and  caring  for  Mother  Earth. 

Maybe  there  is  hope  for  us  after  all." 


This  visit  by  our  first  tortoise  to  come  into  the  village  came  on  the 
day  negotiations  between  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  - Ft. 
Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Cocopah,  Quechan,  and  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  - 
seemed  to  have  broken  off.  We,  at  the  camp,  felt  honored  by  his  visit  and 
took  it  as  a sign  that  the  valley  and  its  natural  inhabitants  welcome  us. 
We  have  since  had  other  visits.  The  tortoises  seem  content  with  our 
presence;  they  appear  to  enjoy  our  greetings. 

Basil  Fass,  Ft.  Mojave  Elder,  said,  "See,  they  show  us  they  are  here. 
They  bless  us  when  they  come.  They  know  we  will  win  this  fight  for  our 
sacred  land.  " 
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***For  Immediate  Release*** 

BLM  Fines  Western  Shoshone,  Ignoring  Human  Rights  Concerns 

On  April  6,  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  and  the  Western 
Shoshone  Dann  Family  received  an  Order  to  Remove  and  Demand  of  Payment 
for  livestock  grazing  on  Western  Shoshone  ancestral  territory  that  is 
claimed  by  the  U.S.  as  "public"  land.  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
(BLM)  is  escalating  this  decades-old  conflict  over  indigenous  land 
despite  a direct  request  to  stay  proceeding  by  the  Inter-American 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  and  pending  domestic  litigation  concerning 
Western  Shoshone  land  rights  -and  despite  vocal  protest  from  local 
Western  Shoshone  communities  and  their  supporters. 

The  fines  demanded  by  the  BLM  total  more  than  a half  million  dollars  - 
approximately  $494,000.00  to  the  WSNC,  and  $70,000  to  Dann  Family  members. 

Notices  sent  last  October  levied  millions  against  members  of  the 
Traditional  Western  Shoshone  Cattlegrazers-a  group  of  Western  Shoshone 
who  also  refuse  to  pay  the  U.S.  for  use  of  their  homelands.  Many  Western 
Shoshone  see  the  fines  as  efforts  by  the  BLM  to  force  them  to  give  up 
their  continued  ties  to  the  land.  "Fines  are  the  newest  way  that  the  BLM 
is  using  to  bring  an  end  to  Traditional  Western  Shoshone  peoples,  and  our 
spiritual  and  cultural  ways,"  says  Carrie  Dann,  a Western  Shoshone 
grandmother  who  has  been  fighting  for  Western  Shoshone  land  rights  for 
decades.  "We  are  tied  to  this  land,  and  we  are  not  leaving." 

This  is  the  first  time  the  BLM  has  sent  Notices  to  the  Western  Shoshone 
National  Council  as  a responsible  party-in  effect,  recognizing  the 
Council's  jurisdiction  in  the  dispute.  On  March  26,  1992,  the  Western 
Shoshone  National  Council  "nationalized"  the  majority  of  livestock  tended 
by  the  Dann  sisters. 

"As  a demonstration  of  its  sovereignty,  the  Western  Shoshone  National 
Council  has  nationalized  the  livestock  belonging  to  Mary  and  Carrie  Dann. 
From  henceforth,  these  livestock  will  be  under  the  total  ownership  and 
management  of  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council...  Any  attempt  by  the 
United  States  to  interfere  with  the  livelihood  of  the  Western  Shoshone 
and  the  peaceful  conduct  of  their  lives  will  be  considered  an  illegal  act 
under  international  law."  --WSNC  Notice  of  Livestock  Nationalization. 

The  BLM  has  used  previous  court  decisions  to  justify  their  actions 
against  the  Danns;  however,  no  mention  was  made  of  the  WSNC  in  these 


decisions  and  no  court  has  ever  ruled  against  the  WSNC. 

Fines  issued  to  mining  corporations  for  environmental  damage  are  paltry 
compared  to  those  issued  to  these  small,  family-based  Western  Shoshone 
ranches.  Several  mining  companies  within  Mary  and  Carrie  Dann's 
traditional  lands  in  the  Crescent  Valley  area  have  been  issued  meager 
fines  by  state  agencies;  the  BLM  however,  rarely,  if  ever,  issues  fines 
to  mining  corporations . In  1992  the  Buckhorn  Mine  was  fined  only  $2,000 
for  fuel  spills  while  groundwater  polluted  with  cyanide  and  acid  mine 
drainage  incurred  no  penalties.  Nor  was  Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company 
charged  for  a sump  polluted  by  hydraulic  oil,  despite  failing  to  report  it. 

Cortez  Gold  has  repeatedly  violated  their  water  pollution  control  permit, 
but  was  fined  only  $4,000  - a fee  waived  when  the  company  agreed  to 
build  a cattle-guard  and  maintain  a fence. 

Mary  and  Carrie  Dann  are  charging  the  U.S.  with  contemporary  human 
rights  violations  in  front  of  the  Organization  of  American  States'  Inter- 
American  Commission  on  Human  Rights.  In  both  1993  and  this  March,  the 
Commission  apparently  considered  the  Dann's  charges  sufficiently 
compelling  to  request  that  the  U.S.  stay  its  actions  against  the  Danns 
until  it  could  investigate  the  case.  But  the  U.S.  has  so  far  refused  to 
respect  the  Commission's  request.  Dim  Anaya,  lead  counsel  for  the  case 
states:  "The  refusal  of  the  U.S.  to  honor  a reasonable  request  by  the 
Inter-American  Commission  of  Human  Rights  calls  into  question  this 
government's  professed  commitment  to  human  rights  generally  and  to 
indigenous  peoples  in  particular.  And  it  is  an  insult  to  the  OAS  and  its 
members . " 

Furthermore,  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  has  cases  pending  in 
two  domestic  courts  - the  U.S.  District  Court  in  Las  Vegas  and  the  9th 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals.  "The  Supreme  Court  never  considered  facts  in 
making  a ruling,  simply  relied  on  what  was  "found"  by  the  Indian  Land 
Claims  Commission  - and  never  legally  documented.  The  land  title  itself 
has  never  been  litigated,  until  now,"  says  Western  Shoshone  National 
Council  Chief  Raymond  Yowell. 

This  matter  is  of  importance  to  the  entire  Shoshone  Nation  because  it 
concerns  their  ancestral  homelands.  This  was  made  clear  to  the  BLM  at  a 
meeting  on  February  23  by  representatives  from  the  Yomba  and  Wells 
Councils  as  well  as  by  15  other  concerned  local  Western  Shoshone.  The 
South  Fork  and  Timbisha  Shoshone  Councils  sent  letters  condemning  the 
BLM's  previous  issue  of  unlawful  Notices  against  Western  Shoshone 
citizens  using  their  ancestral  lands.  In  April,  the  Yomba  Shoshone  Tribal 
Council  and  the  Winnemucca  Tribal  Council  of  the  Western  Bands  of  the 
Western  Shoshone  Nation  passed  resolutions  condemning  the  BLM's  actions 
and  demanding  U.S.  compliance  with  the  OAS's  request. 

Despite  these  proceedings  and  the  concern  of  other  Western  Shoshone 
citizens  and  Tribal  Governments,  the  BLM  claims  to  "not  believe  this  is  a 
human  rights  or  land  ownership  issue." 

In  fact,  the  BLM  has  not  responded  to  documents  supporting  Western 
Shoshone  land  rights,  which  were  presented  to  the  BLM  after  Notices  of 
Trespass  and  Unauthorized  Use  were  issued  February  19th. 

"We  stand  on  the  1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley  which  has  been  verified  as 
being  in  'full  force  and  effect'  in  two  United  States  Courts.  Each  party 
in  the  treaty  recognized  the  other  as  a Nation,  making  all  future 
contacts  on  an  international  level.  Treaties  are  the  Supreme  Law  of  the 
land,  and  cannot  be  unilaterally  overruled  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Clearly, 
U.S.  conduct  with  us  has  not  been  on  an  international  level.  The  Western 
Shoshone  remain  open  to  discussion  at  the  proper  level  as  part  of  the 
resolution  to  the  ongoing  conflict,"  states  Chief  Yowell. 

The  Western  Shoshone  have  made  several  attempts  to  negotiate  the 
conflict  with  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  the  BLM.  In  1995,  the 
Western  Shoshone  National  Council  and  the  Dann  sisters  proposed  that  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  and  the  Western  Shoshone  co-manage  the  lands  in 
Crescent  Valley  as  a means  to  resolve  this  dispute.  The  BLM  rejected  the 
offer  and  continues  to  insist  that  the  Western  Shoshone  must  be  in  full 
compliance  with  BLM  regulations.  This  rejection  points  to  what  the  Western 
Shoshone  have  known  all  along:  over-grazing  of  the  land  is  not  the  issue; 
the  BLM  is  only  interested  in  asserting  complete  control  over  Western 


Shoshone  aboriginal  lands. 
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BUFFALO  NATIONS  NEEDS  YOUR  HELP!!!  4/16/98 

OVER  50  MORE  BUFFALO  OUT  OF  THE  PARK  TODAY 

Dust  when  we  thought  Spring  was  here  and  the  buffalo  were  headed  back  to 
the  park,  what  do  you  know,  more  than  50  came  out  of  the  park  today  in  all 
different  areas!!  Spring  snow  storms  may  be  the  cause  of  this  exodus  at 
such  a late  date. 

Buffalo  Nations  needs  your  help.  NOW!  The  D.O.L.  knows  about  all  of  them 
and  they  are  certainly  in  town.  Our  conversations  with  them  (yes,  we've 
been  chatting)  leave  us  with  little  knowledge,  only  educated  guesses,  about 
what  they're  planning. 

This  is  an  extremely  critical  time!  Many  of  the  buffalo  are  females  and 
calves  and  are  considered  high  risk  (at  least  the  females)  by  the  D.O.L. 
Therefore,  who  knows?!  Will  they  shoot,  will  they  haze,  will  they  what???? 

Buffalo  Nations  has  immediate  need  for  people  to  monitor  both  the  D.O.L. 
and  the  buffalo,  and  if  possible  haze  them  back  into  the  safety  of  the 
park.  PLEASE,  PLEASE,  PLEASE  if  you  can  spare  any  time  at  all  we  need  your 
help.  We  have  limited  number  of  people  to  cover  all  the  areas  they  are 
going  to.  We  need  at  least  25  people  per  day  to  protect  these  beautiful 
buffalo. 

Hopefully,  this  is  only  temporary  and  the  buffalo  will  be  going  back  to 
the  park  on  their  own  accord,  but  we  cannot  risk  leaving  them  unprotected. 
Please  joins  us  soon.  And  spread  the  word. 
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West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies.org 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Buffalo-talk  is  a service  of  Buffalo  Nations  and  the  Wild  Rockies  InfoNet  at 
http://www.wildrockies.org. 

You  can  subscribe  to  this  list  by  sending  a message  to: 
mailto:wild-rockies-lists@vortex.wildrockies .org  with  the  words: 

<Subscribe  Buffalo-talk>  in  the  subject  line. 

"RE;  charges  Dropped  Against  Bison  Activist"  

Date:  98-04-13  16:10:33  EDT 

From:  buffalo@wildrockies.org  (Buffalo  Nations 
Sub j : Charges  Dropped  Against  Bison  Activist 

UUCP  email 

Buffalo  Nations 

P.O.  Box  957  West  Yellowstone,  Mt.  59758 
Phone  (406)646-0070  Fax  (406)646-0071 
E-mail  buffalo@wildrockies.org. 

CHARGES  DROPPED  AGAINST  BISON  ACTIVIST 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  : April  13,  1998 


Media  Contact  : Michael  Mease,  (406)646-0070 

"The  truth  of  what  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  is  doing  to 
the  buffalo  can  not  be  withheld  from  the  public,"  Michael  Mease,  Buffalo 
Nations  co-founder,  said  after  learning  charges  against  him  were  dropped. 
"The  police  can  not  allow  one  journalist  access  and  deny  another,  and 
justice  has  prevailed." 

The  charge  of  obstructing  a peace  officer  stemmed  from  a January 
29th  incident  in  which  Mease  entered  the  dump  to  document  the  slaughtering 
of  six  bison  that  had  been  shot  on  Horse  Butte,  near  West  Yellowstone, 
Montana.  Mease  was  arrested  for  not  leaving  the  premises  even  though  he 
had  permission  to  be  there  from  the  owner  of  the  dump  at  that  time. 

The  charge  against  Mease  was  dismissed  on  April  8. 

"The  selective  oppression  placed  on  the  buffalo  is  also  being 
placed  on  the  members  of  Buffalo  Nations.  As  I was  released  so  shall  the 
buffalo,  and  we  will  be  here  until  it  happens,"  Mease  said. 

Buffalo  Nations  is  an  organization  of  volunteers  working  in  West 
Yellowstone  and  Gardiner,  MT  to  stop  the  slaughter  of  wild  buffalo  when 
they  migrate  outside  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Buffalo-talk  is  a service  of  Buffalo  Nations  and  the  Wild  Rockies  InfoNet  at 
http://www.wildrockies.org. 

You  can  subscribe  to  this  list  by  sending  a message  to: 
mailto:wild-rockies-lists@vortex.wildrockies .org  with  the  words: 

<Subscribe  Buffalo-talk>  in  the  subject  line. 

"RE : Hunkpapa  Youth  Survival  Projects"  

Date:  Sat,  18  Apr  1998  00:21:19  -0400 
From:  Mike  Wicks  <mwic ks@gte.net> 

Sub j : Hunkpapa  Youth  Survival  Projects 

UUCP  email 

As  many  of  you  already  know,  Kathy  Morning  Star,  Steven  Baggs,  and 
myself  are  working  with  people  of  Standing  Rock  to  stop  youth  suicides. 

We  have  created  the  following  flyer,  and  also  placed  it  on-line  at; 
http://homel.gte.net/mwicks/info.html 

We  believe  this  to  be  a very  important  project  to  be  involved  in,  and 
hope  you  feel  the  same.  Please  contribute  whatever  you  can,  even  if 
that  is  just  printing  off  a copy  of  the  flyer  to  inform  others.  Also, 
feel  free  to  forward  this  flyer  to  anyone  that  you  think  can  be  of  help. 

Love  and  Respect 
Mike 


Hunkpapa  Youth  Survival  Projects 

Donations  needed  for  Hunkpapa  Youth  Survival  Projects  - Standing  Rock 
Youth  Suicide  has  been  ravaging  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation  in  South 
Dakota.  Suicides  among  the  youth  have  been  at  epidemic  proportions. 

With  an  unemployment  rate  of  76%,  poverty  level  living  conditions,  and 
many  of  the  adult  population  in  despair,  a lot  of  youth  in  Standing 
Rock  are  left  with  no  home  life,  no  pride,  and  their  only  feeling  of 
unity  is  in  gangs  and  suicide  pacts.  There  is  a Crisis  Center  there, 
run  by  four  women,  who  are  trying  to  care  for  100  to  200  youth  who 
are  experiencing  depression  and  showing  suicidal  tendencies. 

Counselors  are  volunteering  to  assist  and  many  projects  are  being 
planned,  however,  the  basic  daily  needs  of  these  children  - our 
future  - must  be  met.  Healthy  bodies  make  for  healthy  minds. 

These  basic  needs  are  the  foundation  on  which  to  build  on  with  the 
TRADITIONAL  healing  and  Counseling  efforts,  as  well  as  the  Summer  Camp 


projects.  Below  are  food,  clothing,  and  other  items  that  are 
desperately  in  need.  CASH  donations  are  also  needed  to  supply  fresh 
meats,  vegetables,  fruits,  and  to  help  send  these  youth  to  the  Summer 
Camps  that  the  Crisis  Center  organizes.  These  Camps,  which  cost  about 
$20  per  youth,  are  a week  long  each  and  provide  for  'quality'  time 
with  the  personnel  and  counselors  at  the  Center.  They  provide 
Traditional  activities  to  invigorate  pride  in  their  culture  and 
themselves,  and  instill  a sense  of  unity  and  hope. 

CASH  DONATIONS  can  be  made  to  "Hunkpapa  Youth  Survival  Projects"  or 
"HYSP" . 

All  donations  should  be  sent  to; 

Helmina  Makes  Him  First 
P.0.  Box  53 


Little  Eagle,  SD  57639  In  the  memo  field,  specify  "Summer  Camp"  or 

"Food" . 

Food  & Personal  Care  Items 

Cereals,  hot  & cold 

Flour,  whole  wheat  or  white 

Rice 

Bread/Muffin  Mixes 

Canned  Soups,  Stews,  Veggies 

Beans 

Pancake/Waffle  Mixes 

Canned  or  Dried  Fruits 

Gravy  Mix 

Coffee  and  Tea 

Kool  Aid 

Mac  & Cheese 

Crackers 

Milk 

Diabetic  Snack  Foods 

Powdered 

Seasoning  Mixes 

Ramin  Noodles 

Sweet  N Low 

Coffee  Creamer 

Roll-ups* 

Granola  & Health  Bars 

Fruit 

Candies* 

Hello  & Pudding  Mixes 

Paper  Towels 

Toilet  Paper 

Combs  & Brushes 

Toothpaste 

Tooth  Brushes 

Shampoos  & Conditioners 

Deodorants 

Bath  Soap 

Dish  & Laundry  Soaps 

Bobby  Pins 

Baby  Powder 

Diapers 

Aspirin 

Antibiotic  Ointments 
Children's  Tylenol 

BandAids 

Ointments  for  Diaper  Rash 

Tylenol 

*Candies  and  other  treats 
homework,  etc. 

are  given  as  rewards  for  doing 

lessons. 

Clothing  and  shoes  are  in  desperate  need,  in  infant  sizes 
years;  male  and  female.  (Some  of  the  youth  have  infants.) 
OTHER  ITEMS: 

up  through  21 

Wash  cloths  & Towels 

Sheets  - Single  & Double 

Blankets 

Pillows 

Sleeping  Bags 

Coffee  Pots 

Toasters 

Kitchen  Utensils 

Toys 

Art  and  writing  supplies  are  also  needed,  such  as  paper,  pens,  pencils 
(reg  or  colored),  crayons,  markers,  pencil  sharpeners,  scissors 
including 

some  child-safe  ones,  child-safe  glues,  colored  construction  paper, 
paints, and  paint  brushes,  lined  notebook  paper,  envelopes,  and  postage 
stamps.  Writing  supplies  are  to  assist  the  youth  with  the  Pen  Pal 
Project,  while  art  supplies  are  for  youth  activities. 

Material  for  quilting,  as  well  as  batting,  sewing  kits,  sewing  supplies 
and  yarn. 

For  further  information  contact; 

Kathy  Morning  Star  at  mornstar@bellatlantic.net  or 
Mike  Wicks  at  mwicks@gte.net  or 
Steven  Baggs  at  sbaggs@dtgnet.com 


= mwicks@gte.net  /\_/\ 

* There  are  none  so  (_o  o_) 
= blind  as  those  that  \o/ 


Peppertree  Software  Co.  = 
P.O.  box  1783  * 
Lutz,  FL 


* will  not  see.  shpshftr  33548-1783  * 

= http://homel.gte.net/mwicks/index.html 


RE:  Campbell's  Soup  Labels 


Date:  Fri,  17  Apr  1998  11:27:14  -0500 


From:  AKICITA  <akicita@nstar . net> 
Sub j : Campbell's  Soup  Labels 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Hey!  We  need  help.  The  Eagle  Butte  Baptist  Church  on  the  Cheyenne  River 
Sioux  reservation  operates  with  almost  no  money,  but  continues  to 
provide  emergency  care  to  others  in  need  all  across  the  reservation.  To 
help  subsidize  this  project,  they  have  made  an  agreement  with  a South 
Dakota  car  dealership  to  get  a new  van  in  exchange  for  a certain  number 
of  collected  Campbell's  soup  labels.  With  its  old  van,  the  church  has 
been  able  to  deliver  food  and  medicine  to  homebound  elders,  drive  people 
from  small  outlying  communities  to  medical  appointments  and  counseling, 
deliver  hundreds  of  pounds  of  winter  emergency  supplies  (diapers, 
fix-a-flat,  food,  hygiene  supplies,  toys,  medications,  baby  bottles, 
etc.).  Unfortunately,  this  van  has  deteriorated  and  cannot  be  relied  on 
for  emergency  or  bad-weather  driving.  The  minister  there  is  a fullblood 
Lakota  man  who  provides  these  services  out  of  his  own  pocket,  and  could 
really  benefit  from  our  combined  support  of  his  sacrificial  work. 

If  you  can  help  collect  soup  labels  (or  ask  your  friends,  churches, 
school,  etc.),  please  get  in  touch  with  me  at  Akicita@nstar.net  and  I 
will  send  you  the  address  of  the  church. 

This  is  the  kind  of  service  project  you  can  confidently  support,  because 
you'll  notice  that  nobody  is  asking  for  money  at  all,  only  for  soup 
labels.  It's  that  easy! 

- "RE:  Friends  of  Lubicon  Defeat  Daishowa"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Apr  1998  11:21:43  -0400 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : FRIENDS  OF  LUBICON  DEFEAT  DAISHOWA  AND  WIN  FOR  EVERYBODY:  CASNP 
Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

FRIENDS  OF  THE  LUBICON  DEFEAT  DAISHOWA  AND  WIN  FOR  EVERYBODY 
STATEMENT  OF  CANADIAN  ALLIANCE  IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH  NATIVE  PEOPLE 
14-Apr-98.  This  favourable  decision  against  Daishowa,  a Japanese 
multinational  corporation,  who  were  trying  to  get  a court  order  to  stop 
criticism  of  their  lawsuit  against  the  boycott  of  their  paper  products 
because  it  was  harming  its  business,  is  a victory  for  the  Friends  of  the 
Lubicon,  supporters  of  Indigenous  people  and  all  people.  The  pressure 
can  now  continue  to  try  to  stop  other  multinational  corporations  from 
exploiting  unceded  territory  of  other  Indigenous  nations.  It  shows  that 
the  Lubicon  Cree  Nation  should  have  been  given  a satisfactory  settlement 
before  logging  started  on  their  land. 

This  is  seen  as  a setback  for  multinationals  who  are  hungry  for 
Indigenous  lands  and  resources.  In  particular,  Daishowa,  was  named  by 
the  Multinational  Minitor  as  one  of  the  "Ten  Worst  Corporations  of 
1996",  calling  the  company  "rotten  to  the  core"  for  its  attempts  to 
silence  Canadians  criticial  of  their  activities. 

There  obviously  was  no  legal  basis  for  the  gag  order  that  was  put  on  the 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon.  We  continue  to  stand  by  the  Friends  of  the 
Lubicon  and  thank  them  for  their  efforts  on  behalf  of  all  natives  and 
for  all  people.  They  won  for  everybody  people  who  can  now  keep 
resisting  the  overwhelming  forces  of  the  multinationals.  The  courts 
were  very  practical  in  their  approach  . For  once  the  justice  system 
seem  to  work. 

Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  President  CASNP 

For  More  Information  Contact:  Friends  of  the  Lubicon:  fol@tao.ca 

— "RE:  FOL  Press  Statement"  

Date:  Thu,  16  Apr  1998  13:30:20  -0400 
From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : FOL  Press  statement,  4/14/98 


Mailing  List: 


FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 


Friends  of  the  Lubicon  press  statement,  April  14  1998 

Today's  decision  is  an  important  one  for  ourselves  and  for  all  Canadians 
who  have,  for  the  last  3 years,  watched  Daishowa  threaten  rights  we  all 
hold  dear. 

But  most  importantly,  today's  decision  is  a signal  to  the  federal 
government  that  Lubicon  land  rights  must  be  resolved  politically,  that 
negotiations  cannot  be  endlessly  delayed.  The  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs 
must  sit  down  at  the  table  and  begin  sincere,  good  faith  negotiations  by 
reaffirming  agreements  already  made  and  using  comprehensive  Lubicon 
settlement  proposals  as  a simple  basis  for  identifying  areas  for 
negotiation.  Justice  McPherson  explicitly  states  that  the  "current  state 
of  affairs  for  the  Lubicon  Cree  . . . deserves  the  adjectives  tragic, 
desperate  and  intolerable." 

The  federal  government  has  a responsibility  to  ensure  that  these  issues 
are  not  fought  out  in  the  courts  and  in  the  marketplace,  but  so  far, 
despite  numerous  promises,  they  have  failed  miserably  to  uphold  that 
responsibility. 

But  Daishowa  has  a responsibility  as  well.  Daishowa  is  responsible  for 
its  own  actions.  They  can  choose  not  to  exploit  the  ambiguous  state  of 
Lubicon  land  rights  by  refraining  from  stealing  resources  from  those  lands 
before  the  rights  are  settled.  For  three  years  now,  Daishowa  has  instead 
tried  to  bully  their  way  out  of  the  problem.  It  should  be  clear  by  now 
that  we  will  not  be  intimidated,  bankrupted  or  silenced. 

All  we've  ever  asked  Daishowa  to  do  is  to  make  a clear,  public  and 
unequivocal  commitment  not  to  cut  or  buy  wood  cut  on  Lubicon  territories 
until  a land  rights  settlement  has  been  reached  with  both  levels  of 
government  and  a harvesting  agreement  negotiated  with  the  Lubicons  which 
respects  Lubicon  wildlife  and  environmental  concerns. 

Daishowa  has  tried  bluffing,  and  they've  tried  bullying,  maybe  now  they 
should  try  responding  to  the  simple  request  the  Lubicon  have  put  before 
them. 

Upon  receiving  this  decision,  our  first  instinct  was  to  restart  the 
boycott  immediately.  However  we  will  instead  give  Daishowa  some  time  to 
consider  making  the  right  decision.  We  will  wait  ten  days.  If,  after  those 
ten  days,  Daishowa  still  refuses  to  make  the  commitment  to  do  the 
responsible  thing,  we  will  again  begin  contacting  major  Daishowa  customers. 
And  frankly,  the  boycott  will  be  bigger  than  before  and  it  will  extend 
across  several  jurisdictions.  We  will  use  our  freedom  of  expression  to  its 
fullest  extent. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  citizens  in  any  country  have  a responsibility 
and  a right  to  challenge  injustices  by  their  governments  and  they  have  a 
responsibility  and  a right  to  challenge  injustices  by  the  corporations 
which  operate  in  their  country.  We  have  fulfilled  that  responsibility  to 
act  on  our  conscience,  and  we  will  continue  to  use  whatever  democratic 
means  are  available  to  us  to  ensure  that  the  rights  of  the  Lubicon  people 
are  respected,  because  only  in  doing  so  can  we  ensure  that  all  Canadians 
rights  are  respected. 

Kevin  Thomas 

for  Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

"RE : Clark  Denies  Aboriginal  Veto  Power"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Apr  1998  19:44:44  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <sisis@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : NDP  leader  says  "consult"  then  business  as  usual 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
CLARK  DENIES  ABORIGINAL  VETO  POWER 
Vancouver  Sun,  April  11,  1998,  by  Justine  Hunter 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 


VICTORIA  --  Premier  Glen  Clark  admits  his  government's  ability  to 
process  applications  for  business  activities  on  Crown  land  is  bogging 
down  because  of  the  uncertainty  over  aboriginal  rights.  But  he  insists  a 
landmark  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  ruling  last  December  doesn't  give 
native  Indians  veto  power  over  such  applications.  The  ruling  in  the 
so-called  Delgamuukw  case  said  the  government  has  a duty  to  offer 
something  "significantly  deeper  than  mere  consultation"  with  First 
Nations  when  making  decisions  regarding  Crown  lands  that  are  subject  to 
land  claims.  "Some  cases  may  even  require  the  full  consent  of  an 
aboriginal  nation/'  it  said. 

Clark  admitted  the  "aboriginal  question  makes  things  more  complicated  and 
does  slow  down  some  of  the  approvals  we  would  like. "But  he  added:  "That 
does  not  mean  that  we  can't  proceed  with  applications.  In  fact  we  are,  so 
the  question  is  making  sure  we  do  the  consultation  that's  required  before 
we  make  decisions  and  that's  what  we  are  trying  to  do. "In  response  to  the 
Delgamuukw  decision,  the  First  Nations  Summit  has  called  for  a freeze  on 
further  development  of  Crown  lands  and  resources,  pending  the  "full  and 
informed  consent"  of  native  Indians .According  to  a government  report, 
development  on  Crown  land  is  worth  $2.9  billion  a year  to  the  economy  and 
supports  44,000  jobs. As  well,  the  government  is  hoping  to  boost  the  sale  of 
Crown  lands  this  year  --  from  $35  million  last  year  to  $67  million  -- 
reducing  the  base  that  can  be  subject  to  land  claims." 

"The  policy  is,  basically,  that  we  consult  with  aboriginal  people  as 
required  by  the  Supreme  Court  decision,  and  then  we  carry  on  and  do 
business,"  Clark  said  in  an  interview.  "Consultation  doesn't  mean  that  we 
give  veto  power  to  aboriginal  people,  consultation  means  we  consult  with 
them. "The  Liberal  Opposition  raised  the  issue  of  delays  in  Crown  land 
development  this  week,  releasing  a leaked  government  document  that  says 
B.C.  lost  20,000  jobs  and  $1.3  billion  in  economic  activity  last  year 
because  of  a increasing  delays  in  processing  applications .While  the  report 
blamed  government  cutbacks  for  the  delays,  it  also  points  to  a brewing 
dispute  between  the  B.C.  government  and  aboriginals. 

Chief  Edward  John  of  the  First  Nations  Summit  said  the  province  is  going 
to  have  to  realize  it  can't  proceed  with  business  as  usual. "The  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  recognized  the  existence  of  aboriginal  title  as  a legal 
interest  in  land  and  in  that  case  it  doesn't  mean  that  anyone  --  the 
federal  or  the  provincial  government  --  can  run  roughshod  over  that  title, 
even  by  consulting  us  and  then  going  on  and  doing  their  own  business,"  John 
said.  "It  doesn't  work  like  that. "He  noted  talks  with  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments  are  continuing  on  how  to  proceed,  but  he 
indicated  Clark's  position  is  not  helpful . "What  the  province  is  saying 
is,  'We  have  jurisdiction  and  we  are  going  to  do  everything  to  exercise 
our  authority,  come  hell  or  high  water. '"If  that's  the  approach,  it's 
going  to  create  problems  for  us,"  he  said. 

"In  order  to  minimize  the  fight  and  and  the  problems  in  the  future,  we  are 
saying,  'Don't  issue  any  more  licences  until  you  have  a way  in  which  you 
involve  First  Nations  and  the  First  Nations  have  a say  in  their  territories 
where  aboriginal  title  continues  to  exist.'  "The  federal  government,  which 
holds  just  a small  portion  of  land  in  the  province,  has  taken  the  position 
that  if  aboriginal  title  is  impacted  by  a decision  on  federal  land.  First 
Nations  must  consent  to  any  changes. 


Letters  to  the  Vancouver  Sun:  mailto:sunletters@pacpress.southam.ca 
More  information  on  Delgamuukw: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/gitksan . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/ scchoax.html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


"RE : Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash"  

Date:  Thu,  16  Apr  1998  19:56:05  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Sub  j : ANNA  MAE  PICTOU-AQUASH 

Newsgroup : alt . native, soc . culture . native 

This  is  a continuing  request  to  join  our  e-mail  campaign  in  regarding 
justice  for  my  cousin.  I want  to  personally  thank  the  people  worldwide 
who  have  answered  my  call.. 

I ask  everyone  to  read; 

http : //www. dicks hovel . netgate . net/annaarch . html 

http: //www. dicks hovel . com/brabnc . html 

http: //www. dicks hovel . com/bral . html 

http: //www. dicks hovel . com/bra2 . html 

http: //www. dicks hovel . com/bra3 . html 

http : //www. dicks hovel . com/bra4 . html 

http: //www. dicks hovel . com/bra5 . html 

Remember  the  Canadian  and  American  Government's  are  working  on 
Anna  Mae's  and  Leonard's  case,  it  is  going  to  happen  Folks,  Stay 
Strong,  We  Will  Win. 

Remember  Anna  Mae  has  and  would  do  this  for  us. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Anna  Mae, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 
PO  Box  681, 

Rimrock,  AZ  86335 
520-567-7229 
bbmicmac@sedona . net 

PLEASE  CONTINUE  TO  SUPPORT,  AS  I HAVE  PROMISED,  THINGS  ARE  HAPPENING. 

"RE;  Peltier  Home  Press  Release"  

Date:  17  Apr  1998  01:52:02  GMT 
From:  lpcfound@aol.com  (LPCFound) 

Sub j : "PELTIER  HOME"  PRESS  RELEASE 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

For  more  information:  LPCFOUND  Website  Address: 
http : //members . aol . com/lpcfound/homepage . html 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  CHARITABLE  FOUNDATION, INC . 

Benefiting  Disadvantaged  American  Indian  Children  Across  America 
The  LPCF  is  a non-profit,  non-political  entity  working  to  "Honor  the  Man", 
while  at  the  same  time  Leonard  Peltier  political  supporter's  "Defend  the 
Man's  Honor".  Leonard  Peltier  had  a vision.  This  vision  will  become  a 
reality.  The  LPCF  was  Founded  and  Incorporated  on  March  1,  1996  to  raise 
funds  through  private  and  grant  contributions  to  build  a home  "Peltier 
Home"  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  in  South  Dakota.  The  "Peltier  Home" 
will  house  up  to  20  disadvantaged  American  Indian  children,  including 
infants  up  to  age  17  years  old. 

The  Pine  Ridge  is  one  of  the  most  needy  Reservations  in  our  Country.  The 
teen  suicide  rate  is  most  unfortunate  and  unpaved  roads  and  hard,  cold 
winters  leave  wood  burning  furnaces  empty  if  there  is  no  where  to  turn  to 
for  supplies.  While  the  LPCF  does  not  expect  to  be  a cure-all  solution,  it 
will  instill  an  encouraging  atmosphere  and  a hope  for  a better  future  for 
the  children. 

It  is  here  on  the  Dumping  Bull  property  that  ten  acres  of  land  (have 
been  donated  by  Calvin  and  Roslyn  Dumping  Bull)  to  begin  this  building 
process.  Commemorating  this  historical  landmark,  it  is  here  on  this 
property  that  the  1975  Incident  at  Oglala  shoot-out  actually  occurred 
which  ultimately  incarcerated  Leonard  Peltier. 

Leonard's  dream  is  not  only  helping  the  future  generations  of  American 


Indian  children,  but  for  all  those  willing  to  see  prejudice  take  one  more 
step  down.  The  people  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  cannot  provide  the 
means  to  support  this  program.  It  is  our  duty  as  a Nation  to  supply  the 
needs  of  the  children  in  our  own  Country.  The  LPCF  program  will  help  to 
preserve  their  traditional  language,  culture  and  history  along  with  the 
modern  day  curriculum,  a formula  to  walk  in  two  worlds. 

Without  your  support,  Leonard  Peltier  will  have  no  "Peltier  Home".  From 
within  the  walls  of  the  big  iron  house  let  him  be  "Free"  to  see  his  people 
prosper  from  his  hopes  and  his  dreams.  It  is  a price  for  which  he 
continues  to  sacrifice  his  own  life.  Leonard  Peltier  quotes  "We  all  share 
in  the  Freedom  to  give  the  greatest  gift  of  all  with  love  and  guided 
wisdom "TEACH  THE  CHILDREN  WELL". 

For  more  information  or  to  make  a tax-deductible  donation,  please  contact 
the  LPCF  at  P.0.  Box  681  Rimrock,  Arizona  86335-0681,  Office  and 
Fax:  520-567-6523 
Email:  LPCFound@aol.com  Website: 
http : //members . aol . com/1 pcfound/homepage . html 

(All  donations  should  be  made  payable  to:  LPCF  Inc.)  They  are  submitted 
to  the  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota  Peltier  Trust.  Our  LPCF  Board  of 
Director's  is  almost  entirely  Native  Americans.  Our  second  annual  Board  of 
Director's  Meeting  will  be  held  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  this  Dune, 
1998.  A traditional  prayer/dance  ceremony  with  the  children  of  the 
community  will  take  place  on  the  grounds  of  Oglala  where  the  "Peltier 
Home"  will  be  built. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Leonard  Peltier  and  the  "Future"  of  the  American  Indian 
Nations,  the  LPCF  wishes  to  Thank-you  in  advance  for  your  continued 
support . 

NOTICE:  I am  still  working  on  the  posting  of  photos  for  our  website. 
However,  I wanted  to  get  this  message  to  all  of  you  asap.  Hopefully  this 
has  helped  to  spell-it-out . People  seem  to  be  particularly  inspired  that 
the  Peltier  Home  CAN  be  built  on  the  Oglala  grounds  site.  PLEASE,  let  us 
produce  what  it  takes  to  accomplish  this  goal.  I am  working  without  a 
salary.  I have  been  funding  this  program  from  day  one.  I'm  taking  it  as 
far  as  it  can  go,  but  I certainly  cannot  go  forward  single  handed.  Thank- 
you  to  all!  (Please  bring  forth  the  professionals  and  the  support  groups 
NOW).  Inquire  as  to  how  you  can  assist. 

"RE : Peltier/Marine"  

Date:  Thu,  16  Apr  1998  19:35:09  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Sub j : PELTIER-MARINE 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

General  Charles  C.  Krulak 
Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps 
Headquarters  Marine  Corps 
2 Navy  Annex 

Washington,  DC  20380-1775 
mailm@mqg-smtp3 .usmc.mil 

Dear  Sir, 

I am  sending  this  letter  as  a direct  request  for  your  involvement  in  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Case.  Leonard  Peltier  is  a former  Marine.  He  served  from 
1960  to  1961,  being  discharged  with  medical  problems.  Mr.  Peltier  gave  his 
allegiance  to  this  country  and  the  Corps.  Although  Mr.  Peltier  did  not 
serve  in  combat,  he  was  in  the  service  when  it  could  have  happened  at 
anytime,  needless  to  say,  the  sixties  were  a time  of  major  unrest 
worldwide. 

We  (Marines)  talk  of  tradition,  semper  fi,  fellowship  of  valor,  once  a 
marine,  always  a marine,  well,  this  is  the  time  to  prove  it.  One  of  our's 
has  been  in  jail  for  over  22  years,  from  my  personal  opinion,  unjustly.  We 
need  someone  to  intervene  in  this  case  thats  got  a head  on  their 
shoulders.  Someone  that  is  not  motivated  by  money  or  politics.  If  one  of 


ours  was  still  a POW  in  Vietnam,  we  would  be  there.  Mr.  Peltier  is  a POW 
in  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  Let's  look  at  the  Combined  Action  Program,  in 
Vietnam.  Leonard  Peltier  was  asked  to  do  the  same  job  for  his  people  on 
the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  1975. 

I wouldn't  stick  my  neck  out  in  this  case  if  I didn't  feel  I was  right. 

I have  met  Mr.  Peltier  in  person  and  communicate  with  him  frequently.  I 
invite  you  to  do  the  same.  I felt  like  taking  my  Silver  Star  off  the  wall 

and  giving  it  to  him.  Sir,  he  is  a great  man,  his  people  need  him,  we  all 

need  him.  The  President  has  Executive  Clemency  Papers  on  his  desk.  All  he 
has  to  do  is  sign  them.  On  May  4th,  Leonard  is  due  for  a Parole  hearing.  I 

am  asking  you  to  intervene  and  take  charge  of  this.  We  can  not  afford  to 

leave  this  man  in  jail. 

Sir,  my  record  speaks  for  itself.  Serial  #2157195,  we  have  walked  the 
same  rice  paddies  and  we  both  still  believe.  Let's  get  the  job  done. 

In  the  Spirit  of  the  Corps, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 

"RE : Race  Commission's  Original  Sin"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Apr  1998  11:59:03  EDT 

From:  Xcolumn@aol.com  <Patrisia  Gonzales  and  Roberto  Rodriguez> 

Sub j : Race  Commission's  Original  Sin 

FROM  UNIVERSAL  PRESS  SYNDICATE 
FOR  RELEASE:  WEEK  OF  APRIL  17,  1998 

COLUMN  OF  THE  AMERICAS  by  Patrisia  Gonzales  and  Roberto  Rodriguez 

COMMISSION  REFUSES  TO  DEAL  WITH  ORIGINAL  SIN 

When  American  Indians  and  Chicanos  disrupted  President  Clinton's  Race 
Commission  hearing  last  month  in  Denver,  the  nation  was  perplexed  and  at  a 
loss  to  explain  the  disruption  of  the  president's  "dog  and  pony  show,"  as 
some  protesters  called  it.  They  wanted  to  know  why  there  were  no  American 
Indians  on  the  commission,  why  no  American  Indian  issues  were  being 
discussed,  and  why  issues  such  as  immigration  were  being  ignored. 

Dudging  by  the  recent  ESPN-sponsored  race  forum  in  Houston,  that  protest 
seemed  to  have  had  little  impact.  Once  again,  it  was  virtually  a black- 
white  affair,  though  this  one  resembled  a love-fest  between  millionaires, 
hardly  touching  upon  substantive  issues  facing  the  multiracial  America  of 
the  next  millennium.  Though  the  subject  was  sports,  it  failed  to  address 
the  continued  use  of  racially  offensive  Indian  mascots  by  college  and 
professional  teams. 

Despite  the  existence  of  the  president's  race  commission,  ESPN  claimed 
it  couldn't  find  any  Latinos,  except  at  the  last  moment.  "We  speak  of 
leveling  the  playing  field.  We're  not  even  on  the  field,"  said  lohnnie 
Mata,  a Houston  member  of  the  League  of  United  Latin  American  Citizens  and 
one  of  those  critical  of  the  race  initiative. 

The  race  initiative  lacks  credibility  because  it's  exclusive  and  does 
not  involve  genuine  dialogue.  "Instead  of  bringing  us  together,  it's 
creating  more  dissension,"  said  Linda  Yardley,  a Taos  Indian  and  one  of 
the  protesters  in  Denver.  She  noted  that  the  protesters  favor  the  creation 
of  a "red"  ribbon  panel  and  a cabinet-level  position  to  examine  issues 
affecting  American  Indians. 

America  cannot  have  a genuine  racial  dialogue  if  this  nation's  original 
racial  wounds  are  ignored.  If  an  American  Indian  had  been  appointed,  the 
issue  of  sovereignty,  tribal  rights  and  broken  treaties  would  have  been 
addressed,  Yardley  said. 

When  President  Clinton  announced  his  race  initiative,  we  wrote  then  that 
if  the  focus  was  going  to  be  black-white,  then  we  should  simply  dust  off 
the  1968  Kerner  Commission  report  because  all  the  problems  and  solutions 
are  already  in  there  --  in  black  and  white. 

However,  our  opposition  to  a black-white  dialogue  is  not  simply  about 
demographics.  That  focus  simply  conforms  to  the  East-to-West-biased  view 
of  U.S.  history,  and  it  actually  ignores  the  fundamental  race  problem  in 
this  country  --  that  this  society  was  founded  upon  land  theft  and  genocide. 
Admittedly,  this  is  not  a comfortable  subject,  but  neither  is  slavery  nor 


reparations,  which  are  being  addressed.  Clinton  spoke  to  the  issue  of 
slavery  on  his  recent  trip  to  Africa. 

Professor  Molefi  Asante  of  Temple  University,  the  leading  Afrocentric 
scholar  in  the  nation,  recently  told  us  that  reparations  may  not 
necessarily  be  in  the  form  of  money,  but  rather,  possibly  through  free 
tuition  to  universities  and  free  housing  allowances  for  descendants  of 
slaves  --  paid  for  by  246  years  of  free  labor.  Many  whites  tell  blacks  to 
"get  over  it,"  he  said,  but  they  want  blacks  to  do  this  without  society 
paying  the  remedy. 

Discussing  land  theft  and  treaties  --  issues  that  affect  Native 
Americans,  Mexican  Americans  and  Puerto  Ricans  --  would  open  up  a can  of 
worms.  And  limiting  the  commission  to  seven  members  has  virtually  left 
these  same  groups,  plus  Arab  Americans,  Central  Americans,  Asian  Americans 
and  Eastern  European  immigrants,  without  voice  or  representation.  "Out  of 
sight.  Out  of  mind,"  said  Mata. 

An  apology  for  American  Indians  would  not  be  enough,  said  Suzanne  Harjo, 
director  of  the  Morning  Star  Institute,  a Washington,  D.C. -based  American 
Indian  civil  rights  organization.  Reparations  for  American  Indians  would 
be  to  honor  the  treaties:  "We  have  them  and  they  broke  them." 

A true  race  dialogue  would  examine  not  only  conflict  between  whites  and 
all  people  of  color,  but  also  the  economic  disparities  and  the  politics  of 
blame  that  pit  people  of  color  against  each  other.  A genteel  agenda  -- 
with  pre-selected  guests  and  closed-door  meetings  --  will  produce  the 
disruption  that  occurred  in  Denver.  It  will  also  produce  distrust  as 
happened  when  the  commission  met  in  Phoenix,  yet  refused  to  discuss  the 
racially  divisive  issue  of  immigration  and  the  recent  raids  there  by  the  U. 
S.  Border  Patrol.  And  it  will  produce  discontent  as  has  occurred  in  cities 
such  as  Houston  and  Dallas  where  people  who  are  not  black  or  white  are 
excluded . 

Incidentally,  an  American  Indian  would  not  only  help  raise  American 
Indian  issues,  but  would  also  humanize  the  issue  of  immigration  and  would 
place  it  in  its  proper  context.  Until  America  faces  this  issue,  or  at 
least  understands  immigration  from  this  point  of  view,  public  relations 
dialogues  involving  multimillionaires  will  accomplish  little  in  addressing 
this  nation's  festering  racial  problems. 
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"RE : Taking  a Stand  in  Hawaii  Politics"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Apr  1998  17:18:51  -1000 

From:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub j : Kumu  Hula:  Taking  a stand  in  Hawaii  politics 

Mailing  List:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Kumu  Hula 

Taking  a stand  in  Hawaii  politics 

To  many  of  them,  hula  is  more  than  art.  It's  a way  of  life.  Now  they're 
taking  that  feeling  and  their  visibility  and  using  them  to  make  a difference 

Honolulu  Star-Bulletin 
Thursday,  April  16,  1998 
By  Kekoa  Catherine  Enomoto 

Kumu  hula  are  mounting  a larger  stage:  that  of  politics. 


As  tonight's  Merrie  Monarch  hula  contest  unfolds,  the  kumu  are 
choreographing  a different  dance,  the  "House  bill"  hula. 

The  ' Ilio ' ulaokalani  Coalition  of  kumu  hula  met  recently  with  Waiahole 
activist/taro  grower  Calvin  Hoe  to  discuss  a House  bill  relating  to 
irrigation.  The  meeting  was  one  of  a series  of  workshops  and  vigils  held 
across  the  state  to  monitor  proposed  legislation. 

This  new  dance  is  a seamless  pas  de  deux  of  culture  and  politics.  As  kumu 
hula  Victoria  Holt  Takamine,  one  of  seven  Merrie  Monarch  judges  and  po'o 
(head)  of  ' Ilio ' ulaokalani,  said,  "It  was  traditional  in  our  culture  for 
the  alii  (chiefs),  who  were  the  political  leaders,  to  be  experts  in  the 
chants,  or  oli,  and  the  cultural  protocols. 

"But  today,  culture  and  politics  are  separate,"  she  said. 

Kumu  hula  Sonny  Ching  of  Halau  Na  Mamo  0 Pu'uanahulu  is  another  coalition 
member. 

"The  kumu  hula  are  standing  up  and  taking  their  place  in  the  sovereignty 
movement,"  Ching  said.  "It's  hard  to  say  we're  at  the  forefront  of  the 
movement,  because  so  many  other  entities  have  come  before  us  and  done  so 
much  work  in  that  direction,  but  the  "kumu"  is  more  prominent  and  visible 
as  far  as  what  we  do  as  kumu  hula. 

"With  all  the  legislation,  we  no  longer  have  that  luxury  of  sitting  back," 
said  Ching,  whose  halau  performs  in  Merrie  Monarch  group  competition,  "of 
staying  in  our  halau  and  doing  our  own  thing,  because  our  existence  is 
being  threatened,  our  cultural  level,  our  physical  level.  One  hundred  years 
from  now,  there  may  not  be  any  Hawaiian  people  left." 

Alicia  Smith,  veteran  kumu  hula  of  Kalihi's  Halau  Na  Maolipua,  said 
nondance  activism  is  vital. 

Last  week  Smith  and  Takamine  joined  kumu  hula  Manu  Boyd  and  Kaho'onei 
Panoke  and  members  of  Halau  Mohala  'Ilima  in  examining  the  bill  on  the 
Waiahole  water  system.  Panoke  marveled  that  Gov.  Ben  Cayetano  could  slash 
budgets  yet  find  $10.2  million  to  buy  the  Waiahole  Ditch  from  Amfac,  whose 
lease  expires  in  two  years  anyway. 

Other  matters  at  the  weekly  'Ilio  meeting:  Smith's  daughter  Pi'ilani,  1989 
Miss  Aloha  Hula,  will  sell  'Ilio  T-shirts  at  the  Merrie  Monarch,  and  an 
April  25  'Ilio  meeting  will  plan  a "Ke  Ao  Melemele"  hula  drama  for  the  new 
millennium. 

The  'Ilio  calendar  also  mapped  out  a May  20  workday  in  Waiahole  taro 
patches,  a May  22  public  meeting  at  the  University  of  Hawaii  Center  for 
Hawaiian  Studies,  and  compiling  of  water  chants  for  a December  1999 
water-themed  art  show. 

Said  Smith:  "We  are  not  practitioners  of  hula,  because  we  do  not 
'practice'  hula.  We  live  it.  A select  number  of  us  (kumu)  are  privileged  to 
live  the  hula;  so  now  we  must  actively  protect  it." 

Freshly  minted  activist  Ching  had  testified  against  House  Bill  2351, 
relating  to  traditional  and  customary  rights.  The  proposed  legislation 
would  have  restricted  native  Hawaiians  from  gathering  on  undeveloped  lands 
the  flowers  and  ferns  that  dancers  weave  into  adornments  for  hula. 

Before  a hushed  crowd  in  the  state  Capitol  auditorium  Ian.  24,  Ching  had 
read:  "With  the  practice  of  our  culture  through  music  and  dance,  we  are  a 
major  part  of  the  state's  economy  --  the  visitor  industry.  If  you  remove 
some  of  the  ingredients  that  assist  the  state's  largest  economic  force, 
tourism,  what  would  you  have?  'Ole,  nothing. 

"Visitors  would  surely  go  elsewhere  as  there  would  be  nothing  to  make  us 
different  and  unique.  For  that  is  what  makes  Hawaii  Hawaii:  the  culture  and 
the  people  who  practice  it,"  he  said. 

So,  while  the  Miss  Universe  Pageant  waltzes  into  the  Hawaii  Convention 
Center  for  a May  12  coronation  gala,  Ching  is  using  dance  --  or  the 
omission  of  dance  --  as  a political  tool. 

"An  excellent  example  is  the  convention  center.  We're  not  even  allowed  to 
use  it,"  he  said  in  an  interview.  "Yet  for  the  grand  opening,  organizers 
want  all  the  halau  to  come  and  line  the  Ala  Wai  Canal,  with  canoes  coming 
down  the  Ala  Wai.  They  want  all  the  halau  to  dance,  but  they  want  us  to  do 
it  for  free." 

Firmly  on  a figurative  soapbox,  Ching  did  not  pause  to  edit  his  remarks. 

"The  state  and  the  city  always  want  it  for  free  --  always,  always,  always. 
And  that  just  bothers  me.  How  can  they  do  that?  They  planned;  they  had  a 


budget.  Yet  they  just  crap  all  over  us  --  'Oh,  come,  come,  come.'  They 
don't  invite  the  lapanese,  the  Chinese,  the  Filipinos,  Tongans  or  Samoans, 
because  that  doesn't  represent  the  Hawaiian  people." 

" ' Ilio ' ulaokalani  as  an  organization  will  not  participate,"  he  said  about 
the  convention  center  opening.  "For  the  individual  halau,  it's  up  to  you; 
we  don't  want  to  impose  our  decision  on  others.  But  everybody  who  is  really 
active  in  ' Ilio ' ulaokalani  will  not  participate.  It's  just  for  us  to  make  a 
statement,  that  we  won't  be  used  that  way." 

Ching's  halau  will  dance  on  live  television  tomorrow  and  Saturday  the 
poignant  hula  he  has  choreographed  about  the  beauties  and  mythology  of 
Hawaii.  His  "boycott  House  rep"  hula  is  equally  important. 

"All  of  these  certain  representatives, " he  laughed,  "that  actively 
participated  in  the  writing  and  the  pushing  of  these  bills  --  we're  not 
performing  at  any  of  their  fund-raisers.  So  how  are  they  going  to  have 
Hawaiian  music?" 

1998  Honolulu  Star-Bulletin 
http : //star bullet in . com 

Maui  Tomorrow 
P.0.  Box  429 
Makawao,  Hawaii  96768 
808-877-AINA 
fax  248-7761 

mailto: aina@maui-tomorrow.org 
http: //maui -tomorrow.org 

- "RE:  International  War  Crimes  Tribunal"  


Date:  Thu,  16  Apr  1998  11:05:29  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 
Sub j : International  War  Crimes  Tribunal 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

From:  IHandrense  <IHandrense@aol . com> 
Date:  Wed,  15  Apr  1998  23:48:21  EDT 
Sub j : Bear  Butte  Council 


INTERNATIONAL  WAR  CRIMES  TRIBUNAL 

MAY  5,  6,  7,  8,  AND  9 

1998 

Bear  Butte  Council 

Oglala  Lakota  College,  South  Dakota 


International 
Tribunal  of 
Original 
Nations 


Indigenous 
Holders  of 
Allodial 
Title 


A Convening  of  the  Original  Hereditary  Forum  of  Dustice  Diplomatic  Dispatch 

Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  Nation 

International  Treaty  Government 

(Cheyenne,  Shuswap,  Algonquian  Confederacies) 


Your  Presence  is  Hereby  Respectfully  Requested  at  the  International 
Tribunal  of  Original  Nations  Which  Will  Convene: 

Oglala  Lakota  College 
Three  Mile  Creek  Road 
P.O.  Box  490 
Kyle,  SD  57752 

Reconvening  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  Nations,  national  traditional 
government,  international  tribunal  citing  the  USA,  Canada,  and  the  Holy 
See;  the  Vatican,  Rome  Italy.  International  war  crimes  Tribunal,  to  take 
place  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  referred  to  as  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Agency  Pine  Ridge  South  Dakota. 


All  in-kind  donations  welcome. 

There  will  be  the  Indigenous  International  Court  of  lustice  for  all 


Indigenous  people  in  the  western  hemisphere  taking  place  at  this  time  to 
hear  and  in  compliance  with  international  law  and  standards  will  determine 
and  adjudicate  the  injustices  done  by  states  to  indigenous  peoples.  We 
will  be  utilizing  the  GENOCIDE  TREATY  International. 

There  will  be  guest  speakers. 

The  keynote  speaker  will  do  the  opening  address  and  the  outlines  of  the 
issues  that  need  to  be  considered. 

The  judiciary  of  this  Indigenous  International  Court  of  justice  will  be 
coming  in  from  all  regions  of  this  Western  Hemisphere,  Hawaii,  Canada, 
Alaska,  South  America,  and  all  parts  of  the  USA. 

There  will  be  Invitations  sent  out  to  all  and  to  pass  this  information 
on  to  people  that  are  hard  to  reach  by  anyone  who  can. 

Everybody  is  welcome. 

This  is  our  jurisdiction  of  our  1851-1868  International  treaty  territory 
with  the  USA  government,  which  gives  us  that  right  as  we  are  of  sound  mind 
and  health  and  know  our  basic  rights  to  hold  these  international  tribunals 
and  to  expose  these  great  injustices  to  the  world. 

These  regimes;  democracy,  socialist,  communist.  They  are  all  the  same, 
no  difference.  Maybe  if  we  can  put  them  all  together  we  can  come  up  with 
something  that  will  benefit  the  entire  human  race. 

The  effects  of  all  limited  liability  corporate  structures  can  be  and 
will  be  held  responsible  for  their  actions  accordingly  on  individual  basis 
as  stated  in  the  articles  of  the  GENOCIDE  TREATY,  starting  as  of  now. 
TOPICS: 

1.  Register  volunteers,  assistants 

2.  Testimony  for  tribunal 

3.  The  pretense  of  doctrines  of  discovery  and  the  pretense  of  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  the  Pretense  of  protection.  The  pretense  of 
International  Treaties  made  with  Indigenous  Peoples  in  the  western 
hemisphere  by  the  USA,  Canada  and  the  Vatican;  under  duress. 

4.  The  effects  of  the  treaties,  the  constitutions,  the  religion  and  the 
presidential  executive  order,  and  military  occupation. 

5.  The  effects  of  apartheid  by  all  three  power  structures  of  the  world. 

6.  The  massacres  of  Indigenous  People  for  their  land  and  resources  by 
states . 

7.  The  effects  of  the  electoral  systems. 

8.  The  effects  of  the  Conquerors  Court  system  USA,  Canada,  Supreme 
courts,  the  privy  council  of  the  British  Commonwealth  and  the  Holy 
See:  The  Pope  of  the  Vatican,  Rome  Italy.  The  international  court  of 
justice. 

9.  There  will  be  experts  in  the  field  of  International  law  and  the  War 
Crimes  International. 

10.  The  effect  of  Human  Rights  Violations. 

11.  There  will  by  U.N.P.O.  Unrepresented  Nations  People  Organization 
representatives  attending  also  UN  United  Nations  Organization's 
representatives,  and  other  International  Organizations  attending 
also. 

12.  Media,  International  and  Domestic. 

Serious  Credentialed  Diplomatic  Delegations  will  be  welcome. 

For  more  information  call: 

Leona  Bull  Bear  or  Richard  Grass 
(traditional  full  blood  elders) 

(605)343-3046 
fax  and  phone 

Wayne  Wasicuna,  Canada.  Dakota  Nation 
Griswold  Manitoba,  ROMOSO 
1-204-855-2671 
phone  number 

Doe  Walker 

P.0,  box  49  Ft.  Yates,  North  Dakota 
58539 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : NWLPSN  Urgent  Appeal"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Apr  1998  22:14:52  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  arthurmiller50@juno.com  (Arthur  3 Miller) 

Sub j : NWLPSN  URGENT  APPEAL! 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Dear  Friends  of  Justice, 

Sen.  Slade  Gorton  has  a bill  in  congress  that  would  do  away  with  tribal 
sovereign  immunity.  Fie  is  calling  his  bill  the"American  Indian  Equal 
Justice  Act".  The  reason  why  it  is  so  important  to  fight  this  bill,  is 
that,  if  it  is  passed,  the  First  Nations  could  be  wiped  out  in  a flood  of 
well  orchestrated  lawsuits.  Cities,  states  and  the  federal  government 
have  the  same  type  of  immunity,  so  the  slogans  being  used  "equal  justice" 
is  just  there  to  fool  people.  This  is  just  part  of  an  anti-tribal 
campaign,  by  right  wing  racists. 

A good  example  of  this  campaign  is  here  in  Washington.  Every  thing  that 
the  tribes  have  come  up  with  to  help  their  people  is  being  attacked  by 
the  right  wing.  Every  time  the  tribes  try  to  stand  up  for  their  treaty 
rights  the  right  wing  is  there  fighting  them.  Among  the  groups  we  have 
found  behind  this  are  national  anti-treaty  groups,  "Wise  Use" 
organizations,  far  right  wing  militias,  and  the  Heritage  Foundation. 

There  was  a rally  by  racists  hunters,  some  500  of  them,  in  which  the 
leader  stated  that  "if  the  state  does  not  stop  the  Indians,  we  will!" 

That  same  leader,  Mark  Smith  (who  calls  himself  a "modern  day  Indian 
fighter"),  also  had  his  people  out  at  a Senate  field  hearing  on  Gorton's 
bill  Monday.  Native  people  going  to  that  hearing  were  met  with  racist  cat 
calls  and  many  "fuck  you".  They  tried  to  drown  out  the  drum  with  "The 
Star-Spangled  Banner"  both  inside  the  hearing  and  outside.  One  Native 
Elder  and  a Lakota  activist  were  surround  and  nearly  assaulted.  The 
Northwest  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Network  held  a 3 1/2  hour  vigil  there. 
At  times  we  were  completely  surrounded  by  these  racists. 

At  one  point  they  tried  to  block  all  view  of  us  by  walking  a picket  line 
in  front  of  us.  To  counter  that  we  stepped  out  in  to  their  path  and 
blocked  their  movement.  After  many  threats  they  backed  off.  At  one  point 
their  leader  said  in  a bullhorn  "do  you  know  who  is  the  chairman  of  the 
hearings?  He  is  an  Indian,  and  we  need  to  stop  that  Indian." 

We  have  two  weeks  to  get  in  as  many  statements  as  possible  against 
Gorton's  bill.  Please  help  by  writing  statements  and  sending  them  to: 

Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  Chairperson,  Select  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  SH-838,  1st  and  C Streets  NE,  Washington,  DC  20510. 

We  of  the  NWLPSN  are  organizing  an  ANTI-RACIST  EMERGENCY  ACTION  NETWORK 
to  counter  the  well  funded  and  organized  racist  network.  Our  first  action 
will  be  the  "WASHINGTON  GATHERING  TO  FIGHT  RACISM"  on  May  9th,  at  the 
state  capital  in  Olympia  (the  same  place  500  racists  came  out).  The 
NWLPSN  is  not  funded  like  the  racists  are.  We  are  grassroots  and  have 
little  money  to  fight  the  racists  with.  We  are  asking  for  emergency 
donations.  Please  send  them  to:  NWLPSN,  5201  Capital  Blvd,  Ste  119, 
Olympia,  WA  98501.  We  also  need  help  researching  who  is  behind  the  racist 
campaign.  Anyone  who  can  help  us  with  information  please  contact  us  at: 
NWLPSN,  P.O.  Box  5464,  Tacoma,  WA  98415-0464,  or  e-mail, 
arthurmiller50@juno.com.  We  wish  to  thank  all  those  that  have  respond  to 
our  messages  so  far. 

In  Solidarity 

Arthur  J.  Miller 

NWLPSN 


RE:  Plymouth  Court  Update 


Date:  Wed,  15  Apr  1998  18:12:21  -0400  (EDT) 

To:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

From:  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  <uainel9@IDT.NET> 

Sub j : Plymouth  25:  What  happened  in  court  today 

UUCP  email 

Below  is  a VERY  hurried  account  of  what  happened  to  us  in  court  today  since 
so  many  people  are  calling  or  e-mailing  and  asking.  Thank  you  as  always  for 
your  concern  and  prayers  and  everything  else!  -Mahtowin  for  UAINE 
Plymouth,  Mass,  police  cover-up  continues 
Plymouth,  April  15,  1998 

The  Plymouth  25  defendants  were  back  in  court  today,  and  the  district 
attorney  and  the  state  chose  to  continue  and  intensify  their  vindictive 
campaign  against  supporters  of  National  Day  of  Mourning. 

Twenty-five  people  --  Native,  Black,  Latino,  Asian  and  white,  young  and 
elder,  lesbian  and  gay  and  straight  --  are  facing  criminal  charges  as  a 
result  of  a police  attack  on  the  National  Day  of  Mourning  protest  in 
Plymouth,  Mass,  on  November  27,  1997.  National  Day  of  Mourning  is  a Native 
protest  of  the  "thanksgiving"  holiday  that  has  been  organized  by  United 
American  Indians  of  New  England  since  1970. 

At  today's  court  appearance,  the  defendants  asked  for  a jury  trial.  The 
defense  lawyers  argued  motions  to  try  and  break  through  the  wall  of  secrecy 
erected  by  the  prosecutors.  The  judge  acted  as  nothing  more  than  an  extra 
prosecutor. 

Dozens  of  supporters  packed  the  courtroom  and  the  hallways  of  the 
courthouse.  When  the  defendants  were  ordered  to  rise,  most  of  the 
supporters  rose  also,  in  a visible  show  of  solidarity,  and  remained  standing 
alongside  the  defendants  during  the  proceedings. 

One  of  the  supporters  even  showed  up  with  hand-knitted  caps  that  showed  a 
crossed-out  Pilgrim  hat  and  bore  the  slogan,  "November  26,  1998.  Plymouth. 

Be  there." 

The  state  has  all  kinds  of  resources.  Since  they  have  no  evidence  behind 
the  criminal  charges  they  have  brought,  they  have  been  engaged  in  a vicious 
campaign  to  target  some  of  the  defendants. 

At  today's  court  appearance,  the  assistant  district  attorney  suddenly 
announced  that  one  of  the  defendants  allegedly  had  an  outstanding  warrant 
from  New  York  State.  The  defendant  was  immediately  taken  into  custody  and 
held  on  $5,000  cash  bail.  Supporters  who  were  at  the  courthouse  immediately 
swung  into  action  and  began  raising  the  money  needed  for  bail  (we  expect 
that  he  will  be  out  this  evening) . 

The  media  attempted  to  focus  on  this  prosecutorial  diversion.  But  the 
leadership  of  UAINE  pointed  out  that  "the  state  is  only  trying  to  do  this  to 
take  the  focus  off  the  police  brutality  that  occurred  in  Plymouth  last 
November.  The  real  criminals  are  the  police,  not  any  one  of  the  25 
defendants!  We  continue  to  voice  our  demand  that  these  charges  be  dropped 
now!"  The  crowd  began  to  chant,  "Drop  the  charges  now!  Drop  the  charges  now 

UAINE  also  issued  a national  call  today  for  Native  people  and  supporters 
from  the  Four  Directions  to  join  UAINE  in  Plymouth,  Mass,  on  the  next 
National  Day  of  Mourning  (November  26,  1998)  to  take  a stand  against  racism 
and  police  brutality. 

No  trial  dates  have  been  set  yet,  but  the  defendants  will  next  appear  for  a 
pre-trial  conference  on  Friday,  May  1 at  11  a.m.  at  the  Wareham,  Mass. 
District  Court,  where  the  trials  are  expected  to  take  place. 

"RE:  National  Aboriginal  Veterans  Association"  

Date:  Thu,  16  Apr  1998  19:39:24  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Sub j : Re:  Nat'l  Aboriginal  Veterans  Association 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
This  is  a continuing  request  made  by  my  family  and  it  is  greatly 


appreciated . 


NATIONAL  ABORIGINAL  VETERANS  ASSOCIATION 
John  B.D.  Pictou,  Sr. 

Nova  Scotia  Chapter  President 
Vice-Chairman  of  Ottawa  Board 
PO  Box  312 

Shubenecadie,  Nova  Scotia  BON  2HO 
Tel:  901-758-3147 
Fax:  Same 

On  November  11th,  1998,  we  go  to  Ottawa  once  again  to  march  proudly 
honor  of  our  fallen  veteran  brothers  and  sisters.  We  are  veterans  of 
the  World  War  II  , Korean  and  Vietnam  theaters,  along  with  our  current 
conflicts  veterans  that  served  courageously  and  proudly,  for  our 
country  and  people.  Many  of  us  are  veterans  of  a combination  of  wars, 
mostly  World  War  II  and  Korea.  We  are  trying  to  do  our  best  we  can  to 
bring  as  many  of  our  veterans  to  Ottawa  for  the  Remembrance  Day 
celebrations.  We  are  a self  supporting  group.  Funds  are  unfortunately 
scarce,  as  we  try  to  send  veterans  from  all  over  Canada  to  Ottawa,  and 
we  have  used  up  all  our  finances.  There  is  the  Canadian  Legion,  they 
will  not  help  us,  they  only  help  there  own.  Although  we  fought  on  the 
same  side,  they  somehow  forgotten.  There  are  still  many  of  our  fellow 
veterans  that  have  never  been  to  Ottawa  for  the  Remembrance  Day 
celebration,  and  if  they  don't  get  to  go  soon  they  may  never  have  a 
chance.  . Many  of  us  are  in  our  80's  and  70's  and  so  on.  I personally 
would  like  to  see  as  many  of  our  vets  get  to  see  and  participate  in 
the  march  at  least  once.  It  is  a great  experience  to  be  together  with 
our  friends,  and  mourn  the  loss,  and  then  celebrate  the  victories  that 
they  died  for. 

The  following  information  is  an  excerpt  from  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Aboriginal  Peoples,  dated  October  1993;  (Exact  figures  are  not 
available,  but  the  government  estimates  at  least  twelve  to  fifteen 
thousand  Canadian  Aboriginal  volunteered.  Those  figures  merely 
cover  the  volunteers  from  reserves  and  do  not  include  off-reserve 
and  non-status  Indians,  nor  does  it  take  into  account  all  of  the 
country's  Metis  who  signed  up,  or  the  Inuit  who  participated  through 
northern  border  patrols.  There  were  also  Service  and  Forestry 
Battalions  that  drew  a high  percentage  of  their  numbers  from  our 
Aboriginal  Peoples. 

American  figures  show  that  at  least  thirty  thousand  Canadians  served 
with  the  American  Armed  Forces  during  the  Vietnam  War  and  that  one 
in  four  of  those  VOLUNTEERS  were  of  Aboriginal  origin.) 

If  you  would  like  to  help  us  send  more  Aboriginal  Veterans  to  the 
Ottawa  Celebration,  please  feel  free  to  contact  us  at  the  above 
number,  or  you  can  send  a donation  of  any  size  to  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Canada,  c/o  N.A.V.A  account  #702-9788,  P.0.  Box  40,  Shubenacadie  N.S. 
B0N-2H0.  Any  and  all  donations  are  greatly  appreciated.  Thank  you. 
Sincerely,  lohn  B.  Pictou,  SR. 

(My  cousin  asked  me  to  submit  this  letter  for  him,  he  is  a honest  and 
a trustworthy  man.  Fie  is  to  be  respected  and  honored,  if  one  can  help 
him,  it  will  be  greatly  appreciated.  I was  not  aware  of  these  figures, 
as  a former  marine,  I feel  very  honored.) 

In  the  Spirit  of  our  Veterans, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 

1/2/98,  Please  continue  to  support,  R. A. Pictou-Branscombe 

"RE : Chiapas:  Calls  for  Action"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Apr  1998  20:01:18  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <sisis@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Chiapas:  Calls  for  Action 

1.  SIPAZ  Urgent  Action  Alert 

2.  homefree:  Call  for  Solidarity  Activists  in  Chiapas 


Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sat,  18  Apr  1998  12:55:56  -0400 
From:  Doe  Mclntire  <mcintire(3aug. com> 

Subject:  E;  SIPAZ  Urgent  Action  Alert 

URGENT  ACTION  ALERT  - New  attacks  on  the  peace  process  in  Chiapas 
SIPAZ,  April  17,  1998 

With  this  letter,  we  express  our  preoccupation  provoked  by  the  events  that 
have  occurred  in  Chiapas  during  the  last  days  and  months:  facts  that  point 
every  time  more  to  an  open  war  between  the  Mexican  government  and  the  EZLN. 
(For  abbreviations  and  technical  terms  please  see  below) 

THE  EVENTS 

On  the  10th  of  April  representatives  of  various  Zapatista-sympathizing 
communities  installed  the  autonomous  municipality  "Ricardo  Flores  Magon"  in 
the  community  of  Taniperlas,  municipality  of  Ocosingo.  At  this  event, 
national  and  international  observers  were  present. 

Early  morning  the  following  day,  at  the  request  of  the  governor  of 
Chiapas,  Roberto  Albores  Guillen,  close  to  one  thousand  members  of  the 
Mexican  army  and  police  as  well  as  migration  officials  carried  out  an 
operation  there,  detaining  12  international  observers  and  9 Mexicans  with 
the  goal  of  dismantling  the  newly  installed  autonomous  municipality. 

The  international  observers  were  presented  to  the  migration  officials  by 
members  of  the  Mexican  Army.  On  the  night  of  April  12th  they  were  deported 
to  their  home  countries,  in  application  of  Article  33  of  the  Mexican 
Constitution .the  Mexican  executive  has  the  exclusive  power  to  demand 
that  abandon  national  territory,  immediately  and  without  the  necessity  of 
any  previous  judgment,  any  foreigner  whose  presence  it  judges  to  be 
inconvenient.  The  foreigners  must  not,  in  any  way,  interfere  in  internal 
matters  of  the  country."  The  interior  ministry  informed  that  the  charges 
against  them  were:  "multitudinous  offenses"  and  "supporting  the  installation 
of  illegitimate  authorities".  Any  possible  penal  responsibilities  of  the 
observers  are  being  investigated. 

The  charges  against  the  detained  Mexicans  are  among  others:  deprivation 
and  damages  of  property,  rebellion,  usurpation  of  official  authority 
functions  and  delinquent  association.  One  day  after  their  detention,  they 
joined  the  association  of  political  prisoners  "La  Voz  de  Cerro  Hueco". 
Although  the  government  claimed  that  it  had  respected  the  human  rights  of 
all  detained,  various  human  rights  organizations  denounced  irregularities 
during  the  detentions  and  expulsions.  The  Mexicans  were  detained  without  a 
warrant  for  arrest. 

In  fear  of  a dismantling  of  all  autonomous  municipalities,  the  Zapatista 
support  bases  joined  together  in  these  municipalities  to  "defend  the 
autonomy".  Moreover,  the  National  Indigenous  Council  announced  the  creation 
of  new  autonomous  municipalities  in  other  Mexican  states. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  migration  officials  detained  three  international 
observers  in  the  municipality  of  Altamirano.  These  observers  were  present 
at  a roadblock  close  to  the  community  10  de  Abril.  On  April  15th  they  were 
expelled  from  the  country,  again  in  application  of  Article  33  of  the 
Constitution . 

During  previous  weeks,  authorities  had  carried  out  another  police-military 
operation  with  1500  members  in  one  of  the  quarters  in  the  north  of  San 
Cristobal  de  Las  Casas,  searching  for  illegal  arms  and  stolen  cars. 

OUR  PREOCCUPATION 
=>  At  the  state  level: 

On  March  15,  the  Governor  of  Chiapas,  Roberto  Albores  Guillen,  signed  the 
"State  Accord  for  Peace  in  Chiapas".  In  this  document  the  state  government 
committed  itself  to  maintaining  and  strengthening  the  state  of  law  and  not 
accepting  more  illegal  acts  of  any  actor  in  the  conflict.  By  this  it  refers 
to  road  blocks,  land  invasions  and  the  installation  of  autonomous 
municipalities.  In  the  case  of  Taniperlas,  the  governor  ordered  the 
operation  to  "break  the  vicious  circle  of  impunity".  It  should  be 
remembered  that  to  date  the  government  hasn't  succeeded  in  disarming  the 
paramilitary  groups  which  remain  with  impunity. 

Some  analysts  view  in  this  action  against  the  autonomous  municipalities  a 


direct  attack  at  the  EZLN  itself.  Furthermore,  they  believe  that  in  this  way 
the  Mexican  government  wants  to  resolve  the  conflict  unilaterally  and  by  way 
of  confrontation  and  demonstrate  that  the  political  struggle  beyond  the 
institutions  of  the  ruling  party  PRI  only  leads  to  repression. 

=>  Ambiguity  in  the  role  of  the  Army: 

The  militarization  in  Chiapas  continues  to  grow,  in  particular  in  the 
zones  of  Zapatista  influence.  Also  the  state  government  resorts  to  police 
operations  with  a strong  military  presence  in  an  intent  to  solve  problems. 
Although  the  government  talks  about  distention  and  reconciliation,  its 
attitudes  generate  more  tension  and  polarization.  Furthermore,  in  spite  of  a 
strong  military  presence,  the  paramilitary  groups  continue  to  be  active  in 
Chiapas . 

=>  Continuation  of  the  campaign  against  international  observers: 

On  the  other  hand,  we  note  that  the  Mexican  government  is  more  strict  in 
the  application  of  Article  33  of  the  Constitution  (about  the  expulsion  of 
foreigners) . It  seems  that  now  being  present  as  an  international  observer  of 
acts  that  the  government  considers  illegal  is  equal  to  participating  in  them 
and  a reason  for  expulsion  without  the  right  of  defense. 

=>  A hardening  in  the  language  of  the  federal  government: 

Since  Labastida  Ochoa  assumed  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  we  have 
observed  a hardening  in  the  attitude  of  the  government,  faced  with  "the 
silence  of  the  EZLN".  In  March  the  federal  government  sent  its  own 
unilateral  initiative  on  the  Law  about  Indigenous  Rights  and  Culture  to  the 
Congress,  leaving  to  one  side  the  EZLN,  the  CONAI  and  COCOPA.  Moreover, 
representatives  of  the  government  and  the  PRI  questioned  the  impartiality  of 
the  CONAI  and  the  work  of  the  COCOPA. 

We  are  very  concerned  about  the  comments  government  representatives  made 
disdaining  the  EZLN.  The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  expressed  in  the  beginning 
of  April  that  "the  EZLN  doesn't  represent  the  indigenous  people  in  Mexico". 
On  April  15,  President  Zedillo  manifested  that  "the  EZLN  is  the  principal 
paramilitary  group  in  Chiapas".  Both  declarations  go  against  the  spirit  of 
the  Law  on  Dialogue,  Conciliation  and  Dignified  Peace  in  Chiapas,  that 
states  in  its  first  article:  "...the  EZLN  will  be  considered  a group  of 
persons  identified  as  an  organization  of  Mexican  citizens,  in  majority 
indigenous,  that  disagree  for  different  reasons." 

GLOSSARY: 

COCOPA: 

Commission  of  Concord  and  Pacification,  integrated  by  senators  and  delegates 
of  all  parties  in  the  Congress. 

CONAI : 

National  Commission  of  Mediation,  integrated  by  persons  of  morally 
recognized  prestige  in  Mexico,  presided  over  by  the  bishop  of  San  Cristobal 
de  Las  Casas,  Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia. 

EZLN: 

Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation. 

Autonomous  municipalities: 

Zapatista  initiative  that  consists  of  the  implementation  of  authorities  and 
own  systems  of  conflict  resolution  in  the  communities  and  regions  of  their 
influence.  According  to  the  Mexican  government  these  municipalities  violate 
the  Constitution. 

PRI: 

Institutional  Revolutionary  Party.  Political  party  that  has  dominated  Mexico 
since  the  1920s  after  the  Mexican  Revolution. 

RECOMENDED  ACTIONS: 

Please  write  as  soon  as  possible  faxes  and  letters  to  the  authorities  listed 
below,  asking  them: 

- that  they  take  into  account  that  peace  can  not  be  imposed  but  should  be 
negotiated  between  all  parts  in  the  conflict  (on  national  as  well  as  on 
state  level). 

- that  they  stop  disqualifying  the  other  actors  in  the  conflict,  which  only 
leads  to  a worsening  of  the  situation. 

- that  they  order  a substantial  reduction  in  the  militarization  in  Chiapas 
and  that  they  do  not  allow  the  use  of  the  Mexican  Army  in  operations  of  a 
police  and  civil  character.  Also  that  they  avoid  disproportional  police  and 


military  operations  that  don't  contribute  to  distention  in  the  state. 

- that  the  juridical  procedures  for  the  detained  in  Taniperlas  are  followed 
in  strict  compliance  with  the  law. 

- that  they  recognize  and  respect  the  work  of  human  right  defenders  and 
international  observers  that  offer  their  help  to  promote  the  peace  process. 
We  hope  you  will  respond  to  our  petition. 

The  SIPAZ  team 

San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas,  Chiapas 


Addresses : 

C.  Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon 

Presidente  Constitucional  de  los  Estados  Unidos  Mexicanos 

Palacio  Nacional 

06067  Mexico  DF,  Mexico 

Fax:  (int-52)  (5)  271  1764  / 515  4783 

E-mail : webadmon@op . pres idencia .gob .mx 

Francisco  Labastida  Ochoa 

Secretario  de  Gobernacion  (Minister  of  Interior) 

Bucareli  99,  ler  piso 
Col.  Duarez 

06699  Mexico  DF,  Mexico 

Fax:  (int-52)  (5)  546  5350  / 546  7380 

Gobernador  del  estado  de  Chiapas 
Lie.  Roberto  Albores  Guillen 
Fax:  (int-52)  (961)  209  17 


International  Service  for  Peace  (Servicio  Internacional  para  la  Paz  or 
SIPAZ)  is  a response  from  the  international  community  to  the  shared  sense 
among  many  Mexican  sectors  that  international  opinion  can  contribute  to  the 
search  for  peaceful  solutions,  through  dialogue,  to  the  conflict  in  Chiapas. 

El  Servicio  Internacional  Para  la  Paz  o SIPAZ  es  una  respuesta  concreta  al 
consenso  existente  entre  muchos  sectores  mexicanos  de  que  esta 
participacio ' n internacional  puede  contribuir  positivamente  a trave's  del 
dia'logo,  para  alcanzar  una  solucion  paci'fica  y justa  en  el  conflicto  de 
Chiapas . 

SIPAZ  Servicio  Internacional  para  la  Paz 

Calle  Dr.  3.  Felipe  Flores,  38 

Santa  Lucia,  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas 

Chiapas,  29250,  Mexico 

Tel/Fax  (967)  80381 

E-mail  sipaz@laneta.apc.org 

http://www.nonviolence.org/ sipaz 


Forwarded  message — 

Date:  Fri,  17  Apr  1998  08:45:15  +0200 
From:  homefree@127.0.01 

Sub j : Call  for  Solidarity  Activists  in  Chiapas 

Call  to  Action  - They  ain't  called  the  mal  gobierno  for  nothing! 
http : //burn . ucsd . edu/~homef ree 

We  are  calling  for  international  action  in  response  to  the  Mexican 
government's  recent  attack  on  the  Autonomous  Municipality  of  Ricardo  Flores 
Magon,  in  Taniperla,  Chiapas,  the  false  arrests  of  17  Mexican  citizens,  the 
deportation  of  15  foreigners  and  other  massive  military  operations.  The 
Mexican  government  wants  us  to  believe  that  they  are  doing  nothing  more 
than  enforcing  the  law.  However,  Luciano,  a spokesperson  from  the  community 
of  Polho,  voicing  the  belief  of  Zapatista  base  communities,  said  that  the 
government's  real  goal  is  to  remove  all  the  foreigners  "so  that  we  are  left 
abandoned,  and  so  that  they  can  make  another  Acteal  right  here."  The 
government  has  also  shown  that  it  is  willing  to  silence  Mexican  observers 


through  imprisonment  and  charges  of  serious  crimes. 

It  is  urgent  that  the  international  community  reacts  and  sends  its 
support  to  Chiapas.  We  are  urging  a three-part  response  to  the  illegal 
arrests  of  Mexican  citizens  and  the  xenophobic  campaign  of  expelling 
foreigners . 

First,  we  ask  that  you  call,  fax,  e-mail  or  go  in  person  to  condemn  the 
arrests  and  demand  the  immediate  liberation  of  the  following  unjustly 
imprisoned  Mexicans:  Tomas  Sanchez  Gomez,  Luis  Menendez  Medina,  Nicolas 
Lopez  Vasquez,  Dustino  Sanchez  Lopez,  Sebastian  Chulin  Gonzalez,  Antonio 
Lopez  Vasquez,  Mateo  Gonzalez  Lopez,  Nicolas  Mazariego  Perez,  Sergio  Valdos 
Ruvalcalba,  Tomas  Sanchez  Lopez,  Miguel  Hernandez  Perez,  Antonio  Rodriguez 
limenez,  Fidelino  Cruz  Mendoza,  Manuel  Hernandez  Perez,  Andres  Gutierrez 
Hernandez,  Cesar  Rodrigo  Nunez,  y lose  Alfredo  Lopez  Mendez.  (See  Attached 
Sample  Letter) 

As  a second  response,  we  are  initiating  the  "Free  Flight  Home  Campaign" 
http://burn.ucsd.edu/~homefree  to  resist  the  Mexican  government's  attempts 
to  remove  all  witnesses  of  the  escalating  repression.  Our  proposal  is  that 
for  every  foreigner  expelled,  human  rights  organizations  and  solidarity 
groups  in  each  country  commit  to  sending  10  new  international  volunteers  to 
Chiapas  to  observe  in  the  EZLN  autonomous  municipalities.  These  volunteers 
should  be  willing  to  be  deported  and  not  leave  until  they  have  their  "free 
flight  home."  This  campaign  has  a two-fold  objective:  1)  to  provide  a 
constant  presence  of  international  observers  in  the  threatened  autonomous 
communities  2)  to  show  the  government  that  their  tactics  do  not  scare  us 
and  will  not  impede  the  necessary  role  of  international  observers  in  this 
conflict.  In  fact,  we  will  take  advantage  of  their  generosity  in  paying  the 
airfare  of  our  return  flight! 

Finally,  the  Mexican  government  has  publicly  stated  that  international 
observers  can  easily  obtain  a visa  and  that  they  are  welcome  to  visit 
Chiapas.  Let's  put  it  to  a test!  We're  calling  for  an  organized  campaign  to 
flood  embassies  and  consular  offices  with  applications  for  observer  visas 
(FM-3)  and  an  organized  documentation  of  the  responses.  Contrary  to  their 
rhetoric,  many  FM-3  applications  have  been  denied  or  indefinitely  delayed. 

The  Mexican  government's  goal  is  to  conceal  their  dirty  war  against  the 
people  of  Chiapas.  We  must  expose  and  condemn  this  repression  on  an 
international  level. 


Sample  Letter 
Dear : 

I am  writing  to  express  my  concern  and  outrage  over  the  campaign  of 
increasing  government-sponsored  violence  against  the  autonomous  indigenous 
municipalities  in  Chiapas.  The  number  of  people  detained  by  the  Mexican 
government  has  risen  to  32  in  the  past  four  days  - 17  Mexican  citizens  and 
15  international  observers.  This  number  does  not  even  take  into  account 
the  59  political  prisoners  organized  into  the  Voz  de  Cerro  Hueco.  Action 
must  be  taken  now  to  stop  this  wave  of  repression  and  to  obtain  the  release 
of  all  political  prisoners  in  Chiapas. 

On  April  11,  1998,  following  the  inauguration  of  the  Autonomous 
Municipality  of  Ricardo  Flores  Magon,  members  of  the  Mexican  Army,  Public 
Security  police,  immigration,  and  state  and  federal  judicial  police 
attacked  the  community  of  Taniperla,  Chiapas.  Nine  Mexican  citizens  were 
arbitrarily  detained  and  charged  with  damage  of  private  property, 
usurpation  of  authority,  unlawful  association  and  robbery.  The  commander  of 
the  police  forces  beat  one  person.  The  detainees  were  held  incommunicado 
for  a number  of  hours  before  their  transfer  to  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas. 
They  are  currently  being  held  in  Cerro  Hueco,  the  state  prison  in  Tuxtla 
Gutierrez . 

The  following  day  in  Taniperla,  the  Mexican  Army  and  Public  Security  police 
fired  shots  and  threw  tear  gas  grenades  into  a campesino  demonstration. 

The  campesinos  of  the  region  were  demanding  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the 
soldiers  and  police.  This  attack  resulted  in  two  injuries.  Three 


community  members  and  four  human  rights  workers  were  also  detained. 

The  human  rights  organizations  Fray  Pedro  de  la  Nada  and  Fray  Bartolome  de 
Las  Casas  denounce  the  illegal  apprehension  of  the  detainees.  I am  joining 
their  call  in  demanding: 

1.  The  guarantee  of  the  physical  integrity  and  security  of  the  people 
detained . 

2.  The  immediate  liberation  of  the  prisoners:  Tomas  Sanchez  Gomez,  Luis 
Menendez  Medina,  Nicolas  Lopez  Vasquez,  Dustino  Sanchez  Lopez,  Sebastian 
Chulin  Gonzalez,  Antonio  Lopez  Vasquez,  Mateo  Gonzalez  Lopez,  Nicolas 
Mazariego  Perez,  Sergio  Valdos  Ruvalcalba,  Tomas  Sanchez  Lopez,  Miguel 
Hernandez  Perez,  Antonio  Rodriguez  limenez,  Fidelino  Cruz  Mendoza,  Manuel 
Hernandez  Perez,  Andres  Gutierrez  Hernandez,  Cesar  Rodrigo  Nunez,  y lose 
Alfredo  Lopez  Mendez. 

3.  An  investigation  into  the  arbitrary  detention  of  the  aforementioned 
people  and  the  sanctioning  of  those  responsible. 

4.  An  end  to  the  political,  military  and  police  offensive  against  the  38 
existing  and  all  future  autonomous  municipalities  in  the  state  of  Chiapas. 

Sincerely, 

Faxes  can  be  sent  to  the  following  numbers: 

Presidente  de  la  Republica  Secretaria  de  Gobernacion 

Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon  Lie.  Francisco  Labastida  Ochoa 

Fax:  (52  5)  515  17  94  or  (5  25)  277  23  76  Fax:  (52  5)  546  53  50 

Procuraduria  General  de  la  Republica  Procuraduria  General  de 

Dusticia  del  Estado 

Dr.  lorge  Madrazo  Cuellar  Lie.  Carlos  Rodolfo  Soto  Monzen 

Fax:  (52  5)  626  4419  or  (52  5)  626  4147  Fax:  (52  961)  65373  or  (52  961) 

65376 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis(3envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Petroglyph  National  Monument"  

Date:  Thu,  16  Apr  1998  07:43:47  -0600 
From:  Dohn  Berry  <berryj@OKWAY.OKSTATE . EDU> 

Sub j : [Fwd:  Petroglyph  National  Monument] 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Subject:  [Fwd:  Petroglyph  National  Monument] 

Date:  4/15/98  7:44  PM 

FYI  - 

I have  previously  alerted  acra-1  and  nmac-1  subscribers  to  the  existence 
of  Senate  Bill  633,  sponsored  by  Pete  Domenici  (R-NM).  This  bill  deletes  a 
corridor  from  Petroglyph  National  Monument  so  that  the  city  of  Albuquerque 
can  build  a six-lane  freeway  through  an  area  set  aside  to  protect  15,000 
examples  of  Native  American  petroglyphs.  The  Mayor  of  Albuquerque  is 
against  this  bill.  After  President  Clinton  threatened  to  veto  S.  633, 
Domenici  attached  the  bill  to  S.  1768,  the  Senate  version  of  the  Emergency 
Supplemental  Appropriations  Bill  (which,  among  other  things,  funds  the  U.S. 
military  presence  in  Bosnia  and  Iraq).  The  intent  is  to  make  it  painful  for 
Clinton  to  veto  the  road  corridor  "take"  from  Petroglyph  National  Monument. 

The  Senate  has  since  finished  work  on  the  bill  and  sent  it  over  to  the 
House,  where  this  version  of  the  bill  (there  are  three  others)  is  known  as 
H.R.  3579-PP.  The  Petroglyph  N.M.  corridor  take  is  found  at  Chapter  4, 
Section  404.  I urge  archaeologists  and  others  throughout  the  U.S.  to 
contact  their  Representatives  and  object  to  Senator  Domici's  "adjustment" 
of  the  Petroglyph  Natl.  Mon.  boundaries,  in  light  of  the  substantial 


impacts  that  will  be  caused  by  the  freeway  for  which  the  monument 
boundaries  are  being  "adjusted." 

No  matter  where  you  live,  I urge  you  to  contact  Ralph  Regula  (R-Ohio), 
chairman  of  the  House  Interior  Committee  --  the  committee  that  will  need  to 
approve  this  bill.  Please  let  him  know  that  you  object  to  the  inclusion  of 
the  monument  boundary  adjustment  in  H.R.  3579-PP  (at  Ch.  4,  Sec.  404).  You 
can  contact  him  at: 

Congressman  Ralph  Regula 
2309  Rayburn  Office  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20515 

Also,  please  contact  your  own  representative.  You  can  find  his/her  address 
by  working  from 
http: //thomas . loc.gov 

For  New  Mexico,  the  two  current  Represenatives  are: 

Congressman  3oe  Skeen 

2367  Rayburn  House  Office  Building 

Washington,  D.C.  20515 

Congressman  Bill  Redmond 

2209  Rayburn  House  Office  Building 

Washington,  D.C.  20515 

If  anyone  needs  more  information  about  the  proposal  to  allow  a freeway 
through  Petroglyph  National  Monument,  please  contact  me  at  <dap@unm.edu>. 
Thanks, 

Dave  Phillips 

Legislative  Chair 

New  Mexico  Archaeological  Council 

"RE : Save  Languages  From  Extinction"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Apr  1998  14:11:17  -0400 

From:  "E.  Breck  Parkman"  <75263. 3037@compuserve.com> 

Sub j : Saving  languages 

Forwarded  Message  

From:  NeoReel,  INTERNET  :NeoReel(a)aol . com 

DATE:  4/9/98  6:56  PM 

American  Indians  Trying  to  Save  Languages  From  Extinction 
By  3 AMES  BROOKE 

HOOPA,  Calif.  --  At  age  88  and  blind  in  one  eye,  lames  lackson  Ir.  keeps 
a crystal  clear  memory  of  a tiny  linguistic  skirmish  in  a continental 
campaign  that  has  brought  most  of  North  America's  Indian  languages  to  the 
brink  of  extinction. 

"The  teacher  at  the  Indian  school  grabbed  my  friend  by  the  arm  and  said, 
'You're  speaking  your  language  --  I'm  going  to  wash  your  mouth  out  with 
soap,"'  lackson  recalled.  "That's  where  we  lost  it." 

Eight  decades  later,  lackson  told  his  story,  in  English,  to  a small 
circle  of  Hupa  language  students.  Although  the  tribe  has  about  2,000 
members,  the  room  contained  the  four  people  who  make  up  about  half  of  the 
world's  fluent  Hupa  speakers:  lackson,  his  younger  sister,  Minnie,  and  two 
elderly  friends.  Two  others  died  in  February. 

Despite  five  centuries  of  population  decline,  assimilation  and 
linguistic  oppression.  North  America's  Indian  languages  have  survived 
surprisingly  well:  211  still  exist  today;  there  were  about  300  such 
languages  when  Europeans  first  arrived  in  what  is  now  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 

But  with  the  impact  of  television  and  radio  and  increased  mobility. 

North  America's  Indian  languages  are  suffering  their  sharpest  free  fall  in 
recorded  history. 

Of  the  175  Indian  languages  still  spoken  in  the  United  States,  only  20 
are  still  spoken  by  mothers  to  babies,  said  Michael  Krauss,  a linguist  at 
the  University  of  Alaska  who  surveys  native  languages.  In  contrast,  70 
languages  are  spoken  only  by  grandparents,  and  55  more  are  spoken  by  10  or 
fewer  tribal  members. 

"This  is  a major  American  tragedy  that  people  are  generally  in  a state 


of  denial  about/'  Krauss  said.  Noting  that  the  federal  government  spends 
only  $2million  a year  to  save  endangered  Indian  languages,  he  said  that 
under  the  Endangered  Species  Act,  "we  are  spending  $1  million  a year  per 
Florida  panther  to  save  the  species." 

Belonging  to  62  language  families,  American  Indian  languages  are  as 
dramatically  different  as  German,  Chinese  and  Turkish. 

With  the  rise  of  a global  economy  and  increased  communications,  about 
half  of  the  world's  6,000  languages  are  expected  to  disappear  over  the 
next  century.  Among  American  Indians,  that  process  is  unfolding  today. 

"We  just  gave  a grant  to  study  Klamath,"  said  Douglas  Whalen,  a Yale 
University  linguist  who  directs  a new  nonprofit  group,  the  Endangered 
Language  Fund.  "When  the  proposal  was  made,  Klamath  had  two  speakers.  Now, 
it  is  down  to  one." 

Rapid  erosion  is  also  affecting  the  largest  tribes. 

In  Arizona  among  the  Navajo,  the  most  populous  tribe  in  the  United 
States,  the  portion  of  native  speakers  among  first-graders  has  dropped 
from  90  percent  in  1968  to  20  percent  today. 

In  Montana,  the  9,300  enrolled  Crow  members  display  a classic  American 
Indian  linguistic  profile:  77  percent  of  Crow  Indians  over  66  years  of  age 
speak  the  language,  while  only  13  percent  of  preschoolers  do. 

On  paper,  California  has  the  most  linguistic  diversity  in  the  nation:  50 
Indian  languages  are  still  spoken  there,  down  from  80  in  the  pre-colonial 
era . 

"But  not  a single  one  of  those  languages  is  now  being  spoken  natively  by 
children,"  said  Leanne  Hinton,  a linguistics  professor  at  the  University 
of  California  at  Berkeley.  "We  are  heading  toward  a state  where  we  will 
have  no  native  speakers  of  any  of  the  California  languages  in  10  or  20 
years.  We  are  entering  an  age  when  speakers  of  the  California  languages 
will  be  learning  in  school,  or  as  adults,  rather  than  at  home." 

As  the  language  circle  at  the  Hupa  community  center  suggests,  however, 
there  is  a belated  movement  among  American  Indians  to  rescue  their 
languages  from  extinction. 

"It's  part  of  our  culture;  it  contains  how  a Hupa  person  views  the  world 
--  to  lose  the  language  would  be  to  lose  our  identity,"  said  Daniel  Ammon, 
a Hupa  high  school  teacher  who  is  one  of  several  dozen  adults  studying  the 
tribe's  complex  language.  "I  will  talk  to  my  kids  all  the  time  in  Hupa." 

At  the  regional  high  school  in  Hoopa,  a town  of  1,000  people  on  a bend 
of  the  Trinity  River  in  northwestern  California,  classes  started  last  fall 
in  the  three  languages  of  Indians  in  this  area:  Hupa,  Karuk  and  Yurok. 

"I  want  to  know  Karuk  because  it  is  my  language,  because  I want  to  teach 
it  to  my  children,"  Nisha  Supahan,  15,  said  after  class  as  her  twin  sister, 
, Elaina,  giggled  in  assent. 

Their  27-year-old  Karuk  teacher,  Susan  Smith,  contrasted  their  attitude 
with  her  detribalized  upbringing.  "I  never  heard  my  language  as  a child," 
she  said.  "I  didn't  even  know  how  to  pronounce  my  tribal  name." 

Ammon  and  Ms.  Smith  learned  their  native  language  through  an  innovative 
effort  to  stave  off  linguistic  extinction.  Since  1992,  the  Native 
California  Network,  a nonprofit  group  based  in  Visalia,  in  the  state's 
south-central  region,  has  sponsored  50  "apprentices"  to  undergo  intensive 
language  immersions,  sometimes  for  up  to  500  hours,  with  "masters,"  tribal 
elders  who  speak  the  language. 

The  language  revival  effort  is  taking  many  forms.  Last  year  the  Crow 
Tribal  Council  adopted  resolutions  declaring  Crow  the  official  language  of 
the  reservation,  honoring  fluent  speakers  as  "tribal  treasures"  and 
encouraging  all  tribal  members  to  speak  the  language. 

Elsewhere  in  Montana,  the  Northern  Cheyenne  are  offering  tribal  children 
a summer  language  camp,  taught  by  the  five  elders  who  still  speak  Cheyenne 
fluently.  In  Missoula,  summer  language  classes  are  offered  in  Blackfeet. 
Across  Montana,  a recent  state  decision  to  ease  the  certification  of 
Indian  language  instructors  has  led  to  an  upsurge  in  language  instruction. 

Idaho  State  University  now  offers  Shoshoni  for  foreign  language  credit. 

"At  least  one  quarter  of  the  30  tribal  colleges  now  require  language 
study,"  David  Cournoyer,  a director  of  the  American  Indian  College  Fund, 
said  in  Denver.  "Today,  25  different  languages  are  taught,  plus  Plains 
Indian  sign  language." 


In  Connecticut,  the  Mohegan  and  Pequot  are  studying  written  records  in 
their  languages  in  an  effort  to  revive  languages  that  have  not  been  spoken 
since  the  early  1900s.  Due  to  the  work  of  missionaries  and  anthropologists 
virtually  all  of  the  Indian  languages  in  North  America  have  dictionaries 
and  written  texts. 

While  official  language  extermination  policies  have  stopped,  the  main 
threat  today,  said  Krauss,  the  University  of  Alaska  linguist,  is  "the 
cultural  nerve  gas  of  television." 

Putting  electronic  communications  to  work,  the  Hopi  of  Arizona  have 
expanded  Hopi  language  radio  broadcasting,  the  Choctaw  of  Oklahoma  have 
produced  native  language  video  dramas,  the  Sioux  of  South  Dakota  maintain 
a Lakota  language  internet  chat  room,  and  the  Skomish  of  Washington  have 
produced  a Twana  language  CD-ROM. 

"There  has  been  an  almost  total  inversion  in  attitudes  toward  the  native 
language,"  said  Victor  Golla,  a linguistics  professor  at  nearby  Humboldt 
State  University,  who  started  visiting  here  30  years  ago.  "Before,  people 
were  unconcerned  about  their  native  language.  Now  there  is  a very  strong 
feeling  among  almost  all  the  people  that  the  loss  of  their  language  would 
be  a tragic  and  very  damaging  thing." 

Indians  interested  in  reviving  traditional  ways  say  they  cannot  pray  to 
their  ancestors  in  English. 

"A  number  of  people  have  learned  how  to  pray  in  their  language,"  said  Ms 
. Hinton,  the  Berkeley  linguistics  professor,  who  runs  a summer  program 
for  Indians  in  California  seeking  to  revive  their  languages  from  recorded 
field  notes  and  tapes.  "They  are  starting  to  reinvent  their  languages  so 
they  can  pray  at  ceremonies  and  funerals." 

Linguists  caution  that  the  language  revival  movement  may  only  delay 
inevitable  extinctions.  But  here  in  Hoopa,  a change  can  already  be  felt. 

"Before,  on  the  bus,  I used  to  say  to  my  sister  in  Karuk,  'Look  at  that 
guy's  shirt,'  and  nobody  knew  what  we  were  talking  about,"  Nisha  Supahan 
said.  "Now  that's  not  true  anymore." 

"RE : Youth  Occupy  BCTC  Offices"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Apr  1998  19:31:16  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <sisis@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : NYM  Occupy  BCTC  Offices:  Day  2 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NATIVE  YOUTH  MOVEMENT:  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

DAY  TWO  OF  THE  NYM  OCCUPATION  OF  THE  BC  TREATY  CON-MISSION 
Occupied  Coast  Salish  Territory  - April  18,  1998.  Members  of  the  Native 
Youth  Movement  send  greetings  to  all  our  people  and  those  that  support  us 
in  the  stand  we  have  taken.  We  are  now  in  the  second  day  of  our  occupation 
inside  the  offices  of  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  and  our  spirits  remain 
strong.  One  year  ago  the  Native  Youth  Movement  occupied  these  same  offices 
to  protest  the  lack  of  informed  consent  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples  in  the 
treaty  process,  and  in  particular  the  youth  who  make  up  56%  of  the  total 
Native  population  and  who  are  the  ones  that  will  have  to  live  with  these 
deals  that  our  so-called  "leaders"  are  making. 

We  say  the  BC  Treaty  process  is  fraudulent  and  corrupt.  Officially, 
treaties  are  internationally  recognized  agreements  made  between  two  or 
more  sovereign  nations.  Treaties  are  signed  for  economic  trade,  to  end 
wars,  to  surrender  lands,  etc.  Under  international  law,  treaties  can  only 
be  made  between  sovereign  nations.  If  not,  they  are  not  considered  subject 
to  international  law.  BC  is  NOT  a sovereign  nation,  nor  is  a band  council. 
A band  council  is  a business  entity  created  through  the  Indian  Act.  They 
are  employees  of  the  federal  government  - the  same  government  they  are 
negotiating  with  for  the  selling  off  of  our  lands. 

The  entire  province,  with  the  exception  of  the  Douglas  Treaties  on 
Vancouver  Island  and  a portion  of  Treaty  8 in  northern  "BC",  remains 
unceded,  unsurrendered  and  sovereign.  Now  today  they  say  these  treaties 
will  heal  the  destruction  that  has  been  inflicted  upon  our  peoples  - but 
in  reality  their  only  concern  is  "economic  stability" ...  in  other  words, 
ending  legal  challenges  against  the  assumed  jurisdiction  of  "Canada"  and 


the  province  of  "BC",  and  ensuring  the  ongoing  exploitation  and 
destruction  of  our  territories,  such  as  clear-cut  logging,  mining  and 
over-fishing.  The  BC  Treaty  Process  is  based  on  the  illusion  of 
"self-government."  In  reality,  it  gives  the  powers  of  a municipality  to 
the  band  councils,  disregarding  the  fact  that  we  are  sovereign  nations. 
This  process  is  designed  to  further  our  assimilation  into  the  Canadian 
political  system  and  the  annihilation  of  our  identity  as  Indigenous 
People. 

Our  only  demand  of  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  is  to  Stop  the  Process! 

The  Struggle  Continues... 

Native  Youth  Movement  For  information  contact:  (604)  977-1510  (pager) 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Taino  Sign  Historic  Declaration"  

Date:  Sat,  18  Apr  1998  16:55:21  +0100 

From:  "Cibabo  (Roy  McClellan)"  <rmccle@GLOBALNET. CO. UK> 

Sub j : TAINO  INDIAN  LEADERS  SIGN  HISTORIC  DECLARATION  AT  NEW  YORK'S  CITY  HALL 

TAINO  INDIAN  LEADERS  SIGN  HISTORIC  DECLARATION  AT  NEW  YORK'S  CITY  HALL 
On  March  27th  1998,  Taino  Leaders  representing  Caribbean  and  North 
American  Indigenous  Taino  organizations  gathered  for  an  inauguration 
ceremony  and  the  official  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  the  United 
Confederation  of  Taino  People  (UCTP).  The  historic  event  took  place  in  the 
Council  Chambers  at  New  York's  City  Hall.  This  was  made  possible  through 
the  cooperation  of  the  Honorable  City  Councilman,  lose  Rivera. 

At  the  commencement,  UCTP  Spokesman  and  Master  of  Ceremonies,  Mr. 

Roberto  Mucaro  Borrero,  called  for  a moment  of  silence  dedicated  to  the 
struggles  of  the  World's  Indigenous  Peoples.  Tabanuco,  the  sacred  Taino 
incense  filled  the  City  Council  Chambers  with  an  ancient  mist.  In  his 
opening  remarks,  Mr.  Borrero  explained  that  with  the  establishment  of  the 
Confederation,  Tainos,  the  descendants  of  the  first  "Native  Americans"  who 
greeted  Christopher  Columbus  in  1492,  can  now  present  a unified  voice  to 
address  the  many  issues  which  concern  contemporary  Taino  People.  Some  of 
these  issues  include  the  correction  of  past  misconceptions  about  the  Taino, 
the  repatriation  of  Taino  ancestral  remains,  religious  intolerance, 
cultural  exploitation,  and  the  promotion  of  new  dialogue  between  Taino 
People  and  the  international,  national  and  local  communities.  Mr.  Borrero 
highlighted  a few  precedent  setting  events  which  have  occurred  within  the 
Taino  Community  over  the  last  10  years  such  as  the  inclusion  of  Taino 
People  in  the  decision  making  process,  as  consultants  in  museum  exhibits 
and  film  documentaries,  the  reestablishment  of  communications  between 
inter-island  Taino  groups,  and  Taino  representation  at  the  United  Nations 
and  other  diplomatic  and  academic  forums. 

In  a dynamic  presentation,  the  Honorable  Councilman  lose  Rivera 
acknowledged  the  historic  significance  of  this  event  500  years  after  the 
arrival  of  Columbus  and  100  years  after  the  United  States  invasion  of 
Puerto  Rico.  In  recognizing  the  groups  and  individuals  that  were 
responsible  for  the  establishment  of  the  UCTP,  Councilman  Rivera  presented 
an  official  Proclamation,  designating  the  27th  of  March  as  the  United 
Confederation  of  Taino  People  Day  in  New  York  City.  A copy  of  the 
Proclamation  was  given  to  representatives  of  each  group  present. 

Following  the  introductions  and  statements  by  representatives  of  UCTP 
member  organizations,  the  group  proceeded  to  sign  the  Declaration  of  the 
United  Confederation  of  Taino  People.  The  Declaration,  in  its  preamble 
begins  with  "We,  the  Taino  People"  and  contains  eight  articles  whose 
provisions  seek  to  protect,  defend  and  preserve  Taino  cultural  heritage 
and  Spiritual  tradition,  while  establishing  basic  guidelines  for 
organizational  structure,  process  and  accountability.  The  organizations 
now  forming  part  of  the  UCTP  include;  from  the  United  States:  latibonuco 
Tribal  Council,  Presencia  Taina,  Maisiti  Yucayeke  Taino,  Taino  Inter- 


Tribal  Council,  Caney  Spiritual  Circle,  Baramaya,  Taino  Ancestral  Legacy 
keepers,  Cacibajaguaj  from  Boriken:  Consejo  General  de  Tainos  Boricanos: 
and  from  Quiskeya:  Fundacion  Social  Luz  Cosmica  Fraternalista  Taina. 

Acknowledgments  of  special  guest  included  Ms.  Esmeralda  V.  Brown, 
Chairperson  of  the  NGO  Committee  on  the  United  Nations  International 
Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous  Peoples.  Also  showing  support  for  the 
UCTP  were  representatives  of  local  Native  American  groups  like  the 
Northeastern  Native  American  Association  and  the  Native  American 
Correctional  Indian  Society.  Other  organizations  represented  in 
attendance  were  the  Wittenberg  Center  for  Alternative  Resources,  the 
Tribal  Link  Foundation,  and  the  Rajkumari  Cultural  Center.  The  program 
closed  with  the  participants  singing  a Taino  ceremonial  song  dedicated  to 
Attabeira  (Mother  Earth)  and  a reception  featuring  traditional  Taino  foods 
followed . 

Courtesy  of  "La  Voz  del  Pueblo  Taino" 

The  official  newsletter  of  the 
United  Confederation  of  Taino  People 
US  Regional  Chapter 
P.0.  Box  4515  Grand  Central  Station 
New  York,  NY  10163 

==============Taino-Ti ============== 

========Cibabo  (Roy  McClellan)======== 

========rmccle@globalnet . co . uk======== 

====THE  TAINO  INDIAN  PEOPLE  0F==== 

====THE  CARIBBEAN  AND  FLORIDA==== 

- "RE:  Longhouse  Being  Built"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Apr  1998  12:30:24  EDT 
From:  Tuscll60  <Tuscll60@aol . com> 

Sub j : Longhouse  being  built 

UUCP  email 

The  Tuscarora  Nation  of  NC  are  constructing  a Longhouse. 

It  is  very  significant  to  the  Tuscarora  Nation  that  we  proceed  to 
educate  our  people  to  our  culture,  language,  and  social  lives. 

We  the  Tuscarora  People  can  restore  our  lives  by  building  a 
Longhouse,  but  we  do  not  have  the  funds  to  do  so. 

We  are  requesting  help  from  other  Territories.  When  the 
Longhouse  is  constructed  enough  for  safety,  we  are  planning 
to  have  "WASASE"  in  November  . Further  information  on  "WASASE" 
will  be  made  available  to  anyone  who  requests  it  by  calling  our  office  or 
emailing  us  with  the  "WASASE"  in  the  subject  line,  as  the  information 
becomes  available.  If  you  have  any  questions,  or  can  help  in  any  way 
with  contributions  please  call  our  office  or  write  to  us.  Any  contributions 
are  to  be  made  out  to  The  Tuscarora  Nation. 

Tuscarora  Nation  (910) -844-5459  Office  hours  8:00-4:00 

Rt  4 Box  172  Fax  (910) -844-3940  Fax  24  hours 

Maxton  NC 

28364  Email  Tuscll60@aol.com 

Tuscaror@interpath . com 

"RE : Name  of  Blackfoot  Confederacy"  - 

Date:  Sun,  19  Apr  1998  15:01:52  -0700 

From:  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  <blkfoot4@3rivers . net> 

Sub j : Name  of  Blackfoot  Confederacy 

UUCP  email 

This  is  to  advise  you  that  the  official  name  of  our  confederation 
of  the  ancient  Pikanii  and  their  relatives  and  allies  is  to  be  called  the 
BLACKFOOT  CONFEDERACY  of  ALLIED  NATIONS. 

The  Allied  Nations  are  the  Pikanii  (incorrectly  called  and  spelled 


Peigan  and  Piegan),  the  Blood,  Siksika,  and  Blackfoot.  The  other  related 
nations  are  the  T'suu  T'sinna,  the  White  Clay  (mistakenly  called  Gros 
Ventre).  It  was  decided  that  other  Nations,  such  as  the  Cree,  Ojibwa, 
Kootenai,  etc.,  may  choose  to  join  our  confederacy  anytime  they  chose. 

It  was  decided  that  persons  may  join  of  their  free  will  and  may  not 
be  denied  membership  so  long  as  they  trace  their  ancestry  to  any  of  the 
above  named  nations.  The  idea  of  degree  of  blood  was  rejected  as  not  in 
keeping  with  any  of  our  ancient  teachings  from  ii-tsi-pah-ta-pi-oop,  the 
Source  of  Life. 

Membership: 

There  is  only  one  class  of  membership  and  that  is  all  people  as 
individuals,  not  "tribes"  as  defined  by  the"  Canadian"  and  "American" 
governments.  The  only  authority  approving  the  persons  membership  is  that 
person  and  ii-tsi-pah-ta-pi-oop.  A Registrar  will  co-sign  the  membership 
card  only  as  a witness  and  as  the  person  responsible  for  adding  the  new 
members  name  to  the  official  roll  and  making  certain  that  it  is  recorded  at 
one  central  location. 

We  completely  reject  our  white  brothers  and  sisters  foolish  claim 
to  dominate  all  aspects  of  our  lives  as  human  beings  made  by  our  creator. 

We  absolutely  reject,  as  illogical  and  absurd,  that  our  ancestors  gave  up 
our  land  and  lives  to  someone  the  white  English  call  the  Queen  and  her 
royal  kingdom,  at  the  fraudulent  signing  of  something  called  Treaty  7 in 
their  year  1877. 

Registrars : 

The  following  persons  are  the  ones  who  may  be  contacted  about 
getting  membership  cards  and  how  to  go  about  getting  registered.  Please 
send  a self-addressed  stamped  envelop  to  the  following  persons  when 
requesting  information  and  registration  cards.  There  will  be  a fee  for 
picture  taking  and  material  to  make  and  mail  the  cards.  Inquire  after 
Monday,  April  26,  1998. 

1.  Karen  Yellow  Horn,  Brockett,  Alberta,  Canada  TOK  OHO  403-965-2839 

2.  Erwin  Melting  Tallow,  Box  1667,  Sikiska,  Alberta,  Canada  T03  3W0 
403-590-1782 

3.  Ken  Scout,  General  Delivery,  Stand  Off,  Alberta,  Canada  T0L  1Y0 
403-737-2440 

4.  Geraldine  Gordon  & Gloria  McLean,  Box  521,  Browning,  Montana  USA 

405- 338-7332 

Central  Registrar:  Blackfoot  Nation  Confederacy  of  Allied  Tribes, 

P.0.  Box  430,  Browning,  Montana  59417.  Email:  blkfoot4@3rives.net  or  call 

406- 338.2882.  THIS  is  NOT  the  place  to  request  membership  cards.  It  is 
only  the  place  where  you  can  find  out  if  you  have  been  listed  with  the 
central  registry.  You  may  make  inquiry  here  to  find  out  if  someone  or 
yourself  is  registered. 

The  Blackfeet  Confederacy  of  Allied  Nations  is  NOT  a secret  society. 

"RE : The  Aboriginal  Voice  in  the  Canadian  Unity  Debate"  

Date:  Tue,  21  Apr  1998  19:01:49  -0400 

From:  Ann  Stewart  <Stewartship@compuserve . com> 

Sub j : The  Aboriginal  Voice  in  the  Canadian  Unity  Debate 

UUCP  email 

"The  Aboriginal  Voice  in  the  Canadian  Unity  Debate"  An  address  by  Dr.  Ted 
Moses,  Ambassador  to  the  United  Nations  for  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees. 
given  at  Harvard  University  on  Monday,  April  20,  1998,  and  sponsored  by 
the  Harvard  Native  American  Program  and  the  Weatherhead  Center  for 
International  Affairs.  For  more  information,  contact  Ambassador  Moses  at 
613-761-1655. 

One  of  those  old  unforgotten  animosities  between  colonial  rivals  has 
been  brought  back  to  life  in  the  Province  of  Quebec.  Some  people  want  to 
settle  old  scores  and  rearrange  history  so  that  it  will  come  out  better 
for  them  the  second  time  around.  I am  not  speaking  about  the  Indians,  the 


aboriginal  peoples.  It  is  not  our  fight.  We  would  have  good  reason  to  try 
to  remake  history.  After  all,  this  entire  continent  was  once  ours.  We  lost 
it  through  a process  of  dispossession  achieved  through  legal  artifice, 
starvation,  disease,  transmigration,  relocation,  and  genocidal 
extermination.  Certainly,  if  anyone  should  want  to  "correct"  history,  it 
should  be  the  native  peoples.  Everyone  admits  that  we  were  grievously 
wronged.  We  are  the  survivors  of  a massive  and  intentional  genocide. 

My  one  preoccupation  is  this:  We  will  never  let  it  happen  again.  You  may 
have  heard  other  survivors  express  the  same  idea.  Now,  I am  extremely 
vigilant  about  my  human  rights.  This  is  the  reaction  of  my  culture  to  its 
history. 

Knowing  this,  you  will  be  in  a better  position  to  understand  how  we 
Crees  come  to  be  involved  in  the  so-called  Canadian  unity  debate. 

We  live  in  a territory  we  have  always  called  Eeyou  Istchee  on  the 
eastern  side  of  Dames  Bay  and  Hudson's  Bay.  This  was  part  of  the  territory 
that  was  given  by  Great  Britain  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  the  17th 
century  for  fur  exploitation.  It  was  historically  never  a part  of  Quebec 
or  of  any  French  colonial  possessions  in  North  America.  It  was  sold  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  become  part  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  in  1867  as 
part  of  Rupert's  Land.  Quebec  also  became  part  of  Canada  in  the  same 
period,  giving  up  any  pretensions  of  colonial  ties  to  France  or  to  a 
separate  sovereign  capacity. 

All  of  this,  however,  took  place  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Crees.  We 
continued  to  live  in  Eeyou  Istchee.  Meanwhile,  in  Europe  papers  were  being 
signed  and  sealed,  peace  treaties  were  being  negotiated,  our  lands  were 
being  bartered  and  exchanged.  But  we  did  not  know,  and  our  consent  was 
never  sought,  offered,  or  received. 

Then  in  1898  and  1912  Parliament  approved  legislation  whereby  Rupert's 
Land  was  partitioned  and  divided  among  the  provinces  of  Alberta, 
Saskatchewan,  Manitoba,  Ontario  and  Quebec.  And  so  without  our  knowledge 
or  consent  Eeyou  Istchee  became  part  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  we 
Crees  were  passed  along  with  the  land. 

We  want  you  to  know  some  of  our  history,  because  I understand  that 
representatives  of  the  separatist  government  in  Quebec  have  come  here  to 
Harvard  to  speak,  to  give  you  their  view  of  history.  They  no  doubt  told 
you  that  Quebec  has  a right  to  independence  based  upon  the  principles  of 
fairness,  democracy,  the  right  to  self-determination,  cultural  identity, 
and  the  right  to  nationhood.  They  no  doubt  made  this  out  to  be  a struggle 
between  what  both  the  federal  government  and  the  provincial  government 
call  the  "two  founding  peoples"  of  Canada  - the  French  and  the  English. 

It  is  strange  how  persistent  this  idea  of  "two  founding  peoples"  is.  But 
I understand.  This  is  a part  of  the  legal  myth  upon  which  both  the  United 
States  and  Canada  are  based  - the  principle  of  terra  nulluis,  literally, 
empty  land. 

When  the  colonists  arrived  in  our  land  they  claimed  it  in  the  name  of 
their  sovereign.  Of  course  we  were  here,  but  they  did  not  ask  if  it  was 
ours.  From  a European  legal  point  of  view  America  was  virgin  unpopulated 
territory.  We  had  no  papers  to  prove  title.  We  had  no  recognized  monarch 
to  assert  sovereignty.  We  did  not  count. 

In  Canada  our  rights  are  enshrined  right  in  the  Canadian  Constitution, 
and  yet  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada  and  most  of  the  provincial  premiers 
refer  over  and  over  again  to  the  "two  founding  peoples"  of  Canada,  the 
French  and  the  English.  They  speak  of  "English  Canada"  and  "French  Canada" 
They  never  refer  to  "Aboriginal  Canada".  In  many  ways  we  still  don't  count 

But  look  at  a map  of  Canada.  Over  most  of  the  Canadian  territory,  square 
mile  by  square  mile,  aboriginal  people  make  up  the  majority  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  non-aboriginal  population  lives  in  a narrow  strip  just 
north  of  the  United  States  border.  They  live  in  urban  centers.  We 
aboriginal  people  are  the  ones  who  occupy,  care  for,  and  still  use  the 
vast  territory  itself. 

The  Crees  never  wanted  to  become  part  of  the  Canadian  unity  debate. 
Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  done  to  us,  all  we  have  lost,  everything 
which  has  been  taken  away  - our  lands,  our  forests,  our  animals  - it  is 
not  the  Crees  who  want  to  separate  and  break  up  Canada. 

No,  it  is  politicians  who  claim  to  represent  one  of  the  "two  founding 


peoples"  who  now  want  to  "correct"  their  history.  One  would  think  under 
the  circumstances  that  these  would  be  the  very  people  who  could  best 
understand  the  situation  of  the  aboriginal  peoples.  Who  better  than 
citizens  who  claim  to  be  oppressed  to  understand  others  who  have  suffered 
oppression?  Or  so  one  would  think. 

Among  ordinary  people  in  Quebec  who  are  asked:  If  the  Quebecois  have  a 
right  to  self-determination  don't  the  Crees  and  the  other  aboriginal 
peoples  in  Quebec  also  have  this  right?  Most  people  in  Quebec  answer  that 
the  aboriginal  peoples  do  have  at  least  the  same  right. 

This  is  so  logical  and  self-evident  as  to  be  undeniable  to  fair-minded 
people  everywhere.  On  the  other  hand,  fairness  and  logic  do  not  lead  to 
the  preferred  solution  for  those  who  want  a separate  and  sovereign  Quebec. 

To  them,  the  Crees  and  other  aboriginal  peoples  in  Quebec  are  a major 
obstacle,  because  any  arguments  that  can  be  made  to  support  the  case  for 
the  self-determination  of  Quebec  can  be  made,  even  more  strongly,  for  the 
self-determination  of  the  aboriginal  peoples  in  Quebec. 

Now  place  the  aboriginal  peoples  in  the  current  context  where  the 
political  leadership  is  claiming  the  right  for  Quebec  to  unilaterally 
separate  from  Canada,  and  to  take  the  aboriginal  peoples  with  them  out  of 
Canada  with  or  without  our  consent. 

In  international  law  this  threat  by  the  present  government  of  Quebec  - 
to  forcibly  separate  us  from  Canada  if  need  be  - strengthens  our  right  to 
exercise  self-determination.  It  threatens  to  subject  us  directly  to  the 
reintroduction  of  a colonial  relationship  - to  deny  self-determination  in 
its  most  basic  form. 

So  there  is  a real  divide  here  between  most  people  in  Quebec  who  are 
willing  to  trust  the  aboriginal  peoples  to  make  our  own  choice  about  our 
future,  and  the  high  profile  separatist  leaders  such  as  Premier  Lucian 
Bouchard  who  by  political  necessity  must  promote  a double  standard  - self- 
determination  for  Quebec  but  not  for  the  Crees,  independence  for  Quebec 
but  local  self-government  for  the  Crees,  official  language  status  for  the 
French  language  but  not  for  the  Cree  language,  ownership  of  resources  for 
Quebec,  but  not  for  the  Crees,  control  over  the  environment  for  Quebec, 
but  not  for  the  Crees. 

While  most  Quebecois  might  understand  the  blatant  inequality  in  these 
separatist  double  standards,  they  may  be  unwilling  to  forsake  their 
aspirations  for  independence  to  satisfy  their  moral  objections. 

It  becomes  particularly  difficult  when  we  Crees  ask  the  Quebec 
separatist  leaders  to  justify  in  law  and  equity  the  positions  they  have 
taken.  How  can  you  insist  on  one  standard  of  rights  for  yourselves,  we  ask, 
and  yet  be  wiling  to  subject  the  aboriginal  peoples  to  lower  human  rights 
standards? 

This  question  has  been  put  to  these  separatist  leaders  time  and  time 
again,  in  speeches,  in  books,  in  interviews,  and  we  have  never  had  a real 
answer.  Is  it  because  of  our  race,  we  ask,  that  you  derogate  from  our 
human  rights?  Is  it  because  we  are  Indians  that  our  rights  are  subservient 
to  yours? 

We  have  heard  all  kinds  of  slippery  nonsense.  Separatist  leaders  have 
said  that  "only  governments  have  the  right  of  self-determination".  They 
have  said  that  international  law  does  not  recognize  the  right  of  self- 
determination  for  indigenous  peoples,  that  international  law  does  not 
recognize  aboriginal  peoples  as  "peoples"  within  the  meaning  of  the 
international  human  rights  instruments. 

When  the  Crees  suggested  that  Quebec  was  practicing  a "racist  double 
standard"  we  were  accused  of  making  inflammatory  remarks,  "insulting  the 
Quebec  people",  and  "attacking  Quebec".  At  one  point  a member  of  the 
Quebec  provincial  cabinet  actually  wrote  to  the  federal  government  asking 
that  sedition  laws  be  applied  against  Cree  Grand  Chief  Matthew  Coon  Come 
for  a speech  he  made  in  the  United  States  accusing  the  Quebec  government 
of  a "double  standard  based  upon  race". 

Quebec  someho 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Apr  29  21:54:53  1998 
Date:  Tue,  28  Apr  1998  18:52:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.018 
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This  issue  contains  articles  FOL-L,  Triballaw  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 
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To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


Of  all  the  animals  the  horse  is  the  best  friend  of  the  Indian,  for 
without  it  he  could  not  go  on  long  journeys.  A horse  is  the  Indian's 
most  valuable  piece  of  property.  If  an  Indian  wishes  to  gain  something, 
he  promises  his  horse  that  if  the  horse  will  help  him  he  will  paint 
it  with  native  dye,  that  all  may  see  that  help  has  come  to  him  through 
the  aid  of  his  horse." 

_ Brave  Buffalo,  Teton  Sioux 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  are  Nations  tearing  themselves  apart  from  within.  There  are 
Nations  that  have  lived  together  in  harmony  for  a very  long  time  that 
now  sit  across  a wide  chasm  of  distrust  from  one  another. 

Time  after  time  I can  peel  back  a layer  or  two  of  rhetoric,  like  peeling 
back  the  skin  of  an  onion,  and  find  the  BIA,  BLM  or  some  other  agency  of 
the  occupation  forces  has  slipped  in  the  poison  that  weakens,  confuses 
and  kills  the  spirit  of  the  People. 

We  know  better.  This  divide  and  conquer  method  has  been  used  so  many 
times  each  of  us  should  be  able  to  see  it  coming  before  the  first  words 
are  uttered,  yet  we  fall  prey  to  it  again  and  again.  How  many  times  must 
we  believe  the  trickster  before  we  learn  to  say,  "No."  to  his  lies  and 
deceit?  Napi,  Old  Man  Coyote  and  Raven  have  all  given  us  lessons  since 
the  beginning  of  time.  Why  do  we  fail  to  see  it  for  what  it  is  just 
because  the  leaders  of  the  dominant  society  wrap  it  in  pretty  words?  We 
have  already  seen  time  and  again  how  they  don't  honor  their  own  treaties 
and  promises.  When  do  we  tire  of  being  foolish? 

There  are  articles  in  this  issue  that  all  come  back  to  the  same  simple 
wisdom.  Let  the  elders  of  the  Nation  or  Nations  with  the  problems  come  to 
a decision  in  the  traditional  way,  ask  for  whatever  help  they,  the  elders, 
feel  is  needed;  and  then  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  elders. 

Speaking  for  myself,  until  the  elders  are  allowed  to  come  together,  and 
ask  for  help,  if  they  feel  there  is  a need  for  help,  the  remainder  of  us, 
no  matter  how  well  intentioned,  have  no  business  interfering. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte.net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

4.27.1973  Buddy  Lamont-AIM  member  hit  by  M16  fire  at  Wounded  Knee, 
Bled  to  death  while  pinned  down  by  fire. 

No  investigation. 

4.28.1976  Betty  Do  Dubray-AIM  supporter  beaten  to  death  at  Martin, 

S.D. 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 
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Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Native  Remains 


Date:  Wed,  22  Apr  1998  02:25:19  -0500 
From:  THUNDERHAWK  <rth@inetnebr.com> 

Sub j : native  remains 

UUCP  email 

There  is  an  ongoing  situation  regarding  the  legality  of,  possession  of, 
and  disposition  of  native  and  other  human  remains  at  the  University  of 
Nebraska -Lincoln . 

This  situation  came  to  light  last  fall,  and  after  some  calls,  the  local 
native  community  responded  with  phone  calls,  etc.  Since  that  time,  the 
University  and  the  NAGPRA  committee  have  not  proven  responsive  to  the 
community. 

Currently,  this  situation  is  exploding,  and  had  gone  beyond  the  confines 
of  the  University.  Please  have  someone  contact  either  myself  via  the 
email  address  this  arrived  on,  and  I will  fax  them  what  information  I 
have  at  this  time,  or  those  listed  below: 

The  Dept,  of  Anthropology  at  the  University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln  at  {402} 
472-2411.  The  Dept.  Chair  is  Dr.  Robert  Hitchcock,  and  he  has  given  his 
full  support  to  the  native  community  on  this  situation.  The  person  to 
contact  in  the  administration  at  the  Chancellors  office  is  Dames  Moeser, 
(402)  472-2116. 

The  University  MUST  be  made  truly  aware  that  the  native  community  is  not 
willing  to  allow  the  remains  of  native  people,  nor  of  other  human 
beings,  to  be  mis-handled,  stored  in  a lab  drawer  along  with  trash  and 
garbage,  or  subjected  to  casual  handling  or  testing  by  anyone  who 
happens  into  the  lab.  Nor  is  the  native  community  willing  to  allow  the 
University  or  the  University's  NAGPRA  committee  to  be  lax  in  addressing 
such  events  with  the  perpetrators  of  such  actions.  The  perpetrator  in 
this  case  is  recorded  on  tape  responding  to  questioning  last  Friday,  and 
responding  with  a variety  of  conflicting  statements.  This  person  is  at 
the  crux  of  the  problem,  and  it  is  towards  this  person  that  the 
University  and  the  NAGPRA  committee  need  to  direct  their  attention. 

There  is,  however,  concern  regarding  the  NAGPRA  committee  itself. 


insofar  as  the  lack  of  response  is  concerned. 

This  situation  is  now  - and  is  finally  receiving  coverage  from  the  local 
papers,  the  local  Indian  Commission,  the  University  publications,  and 
etc.  It  is  essential  that  the  greater  native  community  become  aware  of 
the  situation,  and  respond  in  some  manner,  if  this  and  other  situations 
like  it  are  to  be  effectively  addressed  now  and  in  the  future. 

Thank  you  for  your  help. 

Sincerely, 

Regina  ThunderHawk 
student 

University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln 
Dept  of  Anthropology 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Apr  1998  09:58:36  EDT 

From:  Catherine  Davids  <cdavids@f lint . umich . edu> 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

Since  we  have  been  talking  about  Leonard  Peltier... I am  taking 
advantage  of  this  to  ask  for  support  for  Leonard  because  his 
parole  hearing  is  coming  up  on  May  4th... that  is  just  a few 
days  away.  For  twenty  years  not  only  has  justice  been  blind,  but 
it  has  been  deaf,  mute,  ignorant,  and  without  conscience.  Leonard 
Peltier  needs  letters  to  be  written  on  his  behalf  for  this  upcoming 
parole  hearing.  Amnesty  International  and  many  individuals  from 
around  the  world  (including  Mother  Teresa  who  has  walked  on  into  the 
Spirit  World)  have  asked  for  Executive  Clemency  for  Peltier. 

Lynn  Crooks,  the  U.S.  Prosecutor  stated  in  December  of  1995  that  "no 
evidence  exists  against  Peltier"  and  that  if  Peltier  were  "retried, 
the  government  could  not  convict."  In  April  of  1997,  after  an  18 
month  investigation  into  the  FBI's  crime  lab,  the  US  Dept  of  lustice 
issued  a scathing  report  stating  that  the  Washington  crime  labs  were 
responsible  for  producing  flawed  evidence  in  major  cases... they 
called  it  "faulty  handling  of  evidence." 

Do  not  send  e-mail  messages .. .they  can  be  (and  probably  are)  deleted. 

Do  not  send  petitions. . .they  are  questionable.  Don't  send  faxes. 

Please  send  a letter  to  one  of  the  following  people.  You  can  send  a 
letter  to  these  people  for  32  cents  per  letter  which  equals  $2.24. 

That  is  a very  inexpensive  way  to  involve  yourself  in  this  two  decade 
plea  for  justice. 

Thanks, 

Catherine 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

President  Bill  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Washington,  D.C.  20500 

3anet  Reno,  Attorney  General 
Department  of  Dustice 
10th  Street  & Constitution  Avenue 
Washington,  D.C.  20530 

Roger  C.  Adams,  U.S.  Pardon  Attorney 
500  1st  Street,  N.W..,  Suite  400 
Washington,  D.C.  20530 

U.S.  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd.,  #420 
Chevy  Chase,  Maryland  20815 


Kathleen  Hawk,  Bureau  of  Prisons 
Hole  Bldg. , 320  1st  St.,  NW 

Washington,  D.C.  20534 

Michael  Bromwich,  Inspector  General 
U.S>  Department  of  Justice 
10th  St.  § Constitution  Ave. 

Washington,  DC  20530 

Susan  M.  Kuzma,  Deputy  Pardon  Attorney 
500  1st  Street,  N.W..,  Suite  400 
Washington,  D.C.  20530 

Please  send  a copy  of  your  letter  to: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
P.  0.  Box  583 
Lawrence,  Kansas  66044 

Here  is  a sample  way  to  send  one  letter  to  several  people: 
To:  President  Bill  Clinton 

Janet  Reno,  Attorney  General 
Michael  Bromwich,  Inspector  General 
Kathleen  Hawk,  Bureau  of  Prisons 
Roger  Adams,  U.S.  Pardon  Attorney 
Susan  Kuzma,  Deputy  Pardon  Attorney 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

From:  Your  Name 

Re:  Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132 

Your  message 
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"RE : Montana  DOL  Prepares  Assault  on  Buffalo"  

Date:  Sun,  26  Apr  1998  14:01:06  +0100 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Montana  DOL  Prepares  Assault  on  Buffalo 

Subscribe:  <mailto: Buffalo-Talk-on@vortex.wildrockies .org> 

Unsubscribe:  <mailto: Buff alo-Talk-off@vortex. wild roc kies . org> 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  LIVESTOCK  PLANS  'MILITARY  STYLE'  OPERATION  TO  DRIVE 
BUFFALO  BACK  INTO  YELLOWSTONE  PARK 
Sunday,  April  26,  1998 

WEST  YELLOWSTONE  (MT)  --  The  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  has 
announced  an  aggressive  hazing  operation  beginning  this  week  to  clear 
buffalo  from  cattle  grazing  allotments  on  public  lands.  The  DOL  plans  to 
deploy  helicopters,  all  terrain  vehicles  and  4X4s  to  drive  buffalo  back 
into  Yellowstone  National  Park.  An  estimated  300  buffalo  including 
pregnant  females  and  young  calves,  will  be  targeted  by  the  DOL's  plans. 

"DOL's  military  style  operation  puts  pregnant  females  and  new  calves  in 
danger,  and  could  likely  stampede  the  buffalo  causing  injuries  and  deaths, 
says  Michael  Mease  of  Buffalo  Nations. 

"The  impacts  of  DOL's  operations  would  be  devastating  not  only  to  the 
Madison  buffalo  herd,  but  also  to  listed  species  including  bald  eagles, 
sand  hill  cranes  and  trumpeter  swans  who  are  nesting  in  the  area.  It's 
also  elk  calving  season.  At  the  very  least,  an  Environmental  Assessment 
should  be  carried  out  before  any  action  is  taken  by  the  DOL,"  says  Mike 


Bowersox  Buffalo  Nations  volunteer. 

In  a letter  last  week,  Larry  Petersen,  head  of  the  DOL,  requested  that 
Buffalo  Nations  and  other  members  of  the  concerned  public  not  interfere 
with  "on-going  bison  migrations."  Nearly  200  volunteers  from  Buffalo 
Nations  have  safeguarded  buffalo  throughout  the  Greater  Yellowstone  region 
every  day  for  the  past  6 months. 

Buffalo  Nations'  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  says  the  request  from  Mr. 

Petersen  feels  like  a forewarning  of  Buffalo  Nations  being  blamed  for  any 
buffalo  slaughter.  "The  buffalo  are  hostage.  Interfere  with  the  aggressive 
hazing  and  they'll  be  shot  is  the  message  I'm  receiving,"  she  said. 

Last  year,  the  DOL  slaughtered  over  1,100  buffalo.  This  year  the  DOL  has 
killed  11  buffalo  from  the  Madison  herd.  DOL  imposed  an  April  15th  deadline 
for  buffalo  to  return  to  the  Park.  The  cattle  grazing  allotments  open  on 
Dune  15th. 

"We'll  be  there,"  says  Michael  Mease.  "If  they  start  shooting,  we  are 
willing  to  be  the  human  shield.  Our  commitment  to  defending  the  buffalo 
hasn't  changed". 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
mailto : buff alo@wildrockies . org 
Please  check  out 

http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 

for  updates  from  the  only  group  working  every  day  in  the  Park: 

Buffalo  Nations  and  find  out  what  you  can  do 

http://www.wildrockies.org/bison 

Please  pass  these  URL's  on 

"RE : Bison  Belong  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Apr  1998  09:11:56  EDT 
From:  ErthAvengr  <ErthAvengr@aol . com> 

Sub  j : BISON  BELONG  Update 

UUCP  email 

BISON  BELONG  Update 
April  7,1998 
E-mail:  BISON@NPCA.ORG 

End  of  a Mild  Yellowstone  Winter 

March  7th.  marked  the  end  of  Yellowstone  National  Park's  winter  season, 
and  fortunately  for  the  bison  this  season  was  relatively  warm  and  dry.  Due 
to  the  mild  conditions  of  winter  1997-98,  the  bison  were  able  to  find 
sufficient  food  in  the  park  and  did  not  need  to  migrate  out  of  Yellowstone 
and  onto  the  lower  plains  to  forage.  As  a result  of  this  mild  weather  and 
the  massive  population  reduction  that  occurred  last  winter,  only  11  bison, 
as  of  the  end  of  March,  were  slaughtered  as  they  wandered  out  of  the  park 
compared  with  the  nearly  1,100  bison  that  were  killed  during  the  winter  of 
1996-97. 

Although  the  situation  may  appear  to  have  improved,  the  bison  population 
is  still  and  will  continue  to  be  in  danger  until  a scientifically 
defensible  management  plan  is  instituted. 

Land  Acquisition  Update 

In  an  effort  to  expand  the  winter  range  of  Yellowstone's  bison,  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  and  Department  of  Agriculture  each  allocated  $6. 
5 million  to  acquire  7,850  acres  of  the  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant's 
land  along  the  west  side  of  the  Yellowstone  river  north  of  the  park. 

However,  the  State  of  Montana  is  indicating  that  even  if  the  land  is 
acquired,  bison  will  not  be  allowed  on  this  adjacent  public  land  for  fear 
of  brucellosis  transmission  to  adjacent  cattle  herds.  APHIS' s high/low 


risk  criteria  should  be  sufficient  to  dismiss  those  concerns.  One  of  these 
suggestions  ( See  Proposed  Low-Risk  Bison  Definition  section  below) 
includes  a report  stating  that  a 60-  day  time  separation  between  low-risk 
bison  and  cattle  land  use  is  sufficient  protection  against  the 
transmission  of  Brucellosis.  It  also  says  that  with  the  60-  day  time 
separation,  Montana's  brucellosis-free  rating  would  not  be  jeopardized. 

Although  everyone  involved  agrees  that  this  land  purchase  is  not  the 
final  solution  to  the  current  bison  situation,  this  acquisition  has 
tremendous  benefits  for  migratory  wildlife  including  Yellowstone's  bison. 

Letters  to  Governor  Racicot  and  President  Clinton  are  needed  now 
supporting  the  land  exchange  to  accommodate  wildlife,  specifically  bison. 

Proposed  Low-Risk  Bison  Definition 

In  February,  the  Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service  (APHIS)  sent 
out  a letter  to  all  State  Veterinarians  informing  them  of  the  proposed 
adjustments  to  the  Interim  Bison  Management  Plan  agreed  to  by  APHIS,  the 
National  Forest  Service,  and  officials  of  the  National  Park  Service  that 
would,  " meet  the  interlocking  goals  of  protecting  Montana  cattle  from 
brucellosis  and  minimizing  the  need  for  lethal  control  of  bison." 

This  plan  would  allow  low-risk  bison,  defined  as  " untested  bulls, 
yearlings,  calves,  and  postparturient  cows  (that  have  totally  passed 
placenta),  that  could  not  be  captured  and  tested  to  remain  on  public  land 
corridors  along  the  Madison  River  in  the  west  boundary  area  from  November 
1 until  60  days  prior  to  cattle  returning  to  public  lands."  The  State  of 
Montana,  would  have  the  authority  to  kill  all  other  bison  that  could  not 
be  captured  and  tested,  bison  on  private  lands,  or  unhazable  bison  that 
have  wandered  beyond  the  boundary  of  the  management  area. 

In  order  to  formulate  a suitable  low-risk  bison  definition,  these  groups 
worked  closely  with  industry  experts,  including  the  Brucellosis  Committee 
of  the  United  States  Animal  Health  Association  (USAHA) . These  groups 
defend  their  low-risk  definition  by  saying,  "This  definition,  which  is 
based  on  and  supported  by  the  best  available  research,  is  sound  and 
represents  the  optimum  safe  balance  between  maintaining  a viable  bison 
herd  in  the  Park  and  protecting  Montana  cattle  from  the  treat  of 
brucellosis.  USAHA  officials  agree  that  the  low-risk  definition  would 
effectively  mitigate  the  risk  of  brucellosis  transmission  to  Montana 
cattle  and  that  the  limited  area  and  limited  time  under  which  these 
adjustments  would  be  enacted  should  provide  reasonable  assurances  to 
other  states." 

Bison  Back  in  the  Courts 

In  Dune  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition,  Intertribal  Bison  Cooperative, 
and  Dackson  Hole  Conservation  Alliance  will  return  to  Federal  Court  to 
present  their  arguments  against  state  and  federal  agencies  involved  in 
Yellowstone's  bison  management  policies.  The  concerned  groups  have 
combined  their  first  claim  under  the  Organic  Act  and  the  Yellowstone  Act, 
stating  the  National  Park  Service  does  not  have  the  authority  to  kill 
wildlife,  with  their  most  recent  claim  under  the  National  Environmental 
Protection  Act,  stating  the  park  failed  to  examine  the  possible  effects  of 
the  Interim  Bison  Management  Plan.  Under  this  management  plan,  nearly  1, 

100  bison  were  slaughtered  during  the  winter  of  1996-97 — approximately 
twice  as  many  as  estimated  by  the  Interim  Bison  Management  Plan. 

Where  is  the  Bison  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement? 

Late  March  is  now  here  and  gone,  but  the  EIS  is  nowhere  to  be  found.  The 
original  release  date  was  the  Summer  of  1997,  and  then  it  was  pushed  back 
to  October  of  ' 97,  then  back  to  Danuary  of  ' 98,  then  March,  and  now  the 
predicted  date  is  Dune  with  a very  good  possibility  of  it  being  extended 
even  further.  In  the  meantime,  the  State  of  Montana  continues  to  object  to 
the  wording  of  a few  sections  of  the  Draft  EIS. 

Fortunately  for  the  Bison,  last  winter  was  mild  and  very  few  animals  had 
to  wander  outside  of  the  park  in  search  of  food.  However,  the  State  needs 
to  release  the  Draft  EIS  soon  or  Yellowstone's  Bison  population  could  be 
once  again  in  jeopardy.  Next  winter  might  not  be  as  mild  as  the  last. 

+ Letters  are  needed  now  asking  the  Governor  of  Montana  to  agree  to  the 


Bison  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement 

Following  the  release  of  the  Bison  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
(currently  scheduled  for  Dune  8th.)  NPCA  will  be  holding  meetings  for  the 
Bison  Belong  Business  and  individual  bison  supporters  to  discuss  the  Draft 
EIS  ( a.k.a.  the  proposed  Final  Bison  Management  Plan) 

There  will  be  a public  meeting  with  Congressman  Rick  S.  Hill  on  general 
Montana  issues  at  3:00P.M.  on  April  15  at  Montana  State  University  in 
Bozeman.  Call  the  ' Yellowstone  Center  for  Resources'  at  (307)344-2203 
to  have  your  name  put  on  the  EIS  mailing  list  to  receive  a copy  of  the 
Draft  EIS  pertaining  to  Yellowstone's  Bison. 

President  Bill  Clinton  Governor  Marc  Racicot 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave  Room  204,  State  Capitol 

Washington,  DC  20037  Helena,  MT  59620 

"RE : Tribes  Welcome  Refuge  Bison  Hunt"  

Date:  4/22/98  4:57:34  PM  Central  Daylight  Time 
From:  miketben@total.net  (miketben) 

Sub  j : [Fwd:  Tribes  welcome  refuge  bison  hunt] 

Prepared  for  the  Web:  Friday,  March  20,  1998,  22:07 
Tribes  welcome  refuge  bison  hunt 

DACKSON,  Wyo.  (AP)  - When  American  Indian  tribes  were  invited  to  take  meat 
from  Yellowstone  National  Park  bison  killed  in  the  winter  of  1996-97,  they 
needed  the  food  enough  to  set  aside  tradition,  but  it  left  a bad  taste. 

The  bison,  which  are  used  by  the  tribes  for  various  religious  ceremonies, 
were  shot  by  agents  of  the  Montana  Livestock  Department  after  they  left 
Yellowstone  to  prevent  any  possible  transmission  of  disease  to  livestock. 
But  the  animals  were  not  killed  with  the  respect  dictated  by  tribal 
culture. 

"There's  a lot  of  tribal  elders  and  cultural  folks  that  have  a bad 
feeling  when  they  had  to  come  and  get  an  animal  that's  been  shot  two  hours 
earlier, " said  Buzz  Cobell,  a member  of  the  Blackfeet  tribe  and  a tribal 
and  federal  game  professional.  "They  were  so  desperate  to  get  some  of  this 
bison  they  would  (take)  them  under  this  system.  . . . They  go  away  feeling 
not  good  about  it." 

But  that  could  change  under  a plan  approved  by  federal  and  state  land 
and  wildlife  managers  to  allow  tribal  members  and  others  to  hunt  the 
Dackson  Hole  bison  herd  as  early  as  this  spring  or  summer. 

Cobell  and  other  tribal  representatives  were  in  Dackson  this  month  to 
tour  the  National  Elk  Refuge.  The  hunt  could  re-establish  part  of  the 
culture  of  area  tribes,  many  of  which  were  left  without  bison  when  they 
were  pushed  onto  reservations. 

"To  a man  they  believe  all  animals  have  a spirit,"  Cobell  said.  "You 
have  to  be  respectful.  To  harvest  anything  without  recognition  of  that 
animal's  spirit  is  not  good." 

Mike  Fox,  a member  of  the  Montana-Wyoming  Tribal  Fish  and  Game 
Commission,  said  Indians  hunting  on  the  refuge  would  follow  traditional 
rituals  before  the  hunt,  including  taking  part  in  a sweat  lodge  ceremony. 

"This  is  giving  the  tribes  a chance  to  participate  rather  than  just 
picking  up  the  carcasses,"  he  said. 

Under  the  federal-state  plan,  the  Dackson  Hole  herd  will  be  kept  at  350 
to  400  animals.  That  means  killing  60  to  70  bison  each  year.  Thirty 
percent  will  be  killed  by  American  Indians. 

The  Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Department  will  set  the  hunting  season  and 
members  of  the  tribal  commission  will  determine  which  of  the  16  tribes 
from  10  reservations  will  be  allowed  to  hunt. 

The  Shoshone  and  Arapaho  tribes  of  the  Wind  River  Indian  Reservation  in 
Wyoming  would  likely  be  selected  to  hunt  first,  said  Don  Meyers,  who 
represented  the  Chippewa  and  Cree  tribes  on  the  commission. 

"This  was  their  land,"  he  said.  "We  should  come  down  and  support  them; 
do  their  sweat." 

Elk  Refuge  manager  Barry  Reiswig  said  the  hunt  would  be  allowed  only  if 
there  are  bison  on  the  northern  part  of  the  refuge  during  the  hunting 
season . 


"RE : Anna  Mae:  Awards  that  Mean  Something"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Apr  1998  18:28:03  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Anna  Mae...  Awards  that  mean  something 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

(Sorry  to  not  ph  for  permission  to  reproduce  this  here,  Paul,  but  I can't 
afford  the  call.  It  was  sent  to  me  as  is  so  I don't  know  what  edition  it's 
from) . 

from  News  From  Indian  Country 
ANNIE  MAE  PICTOU  AWARDS 

Indigenous  Women's  Network  presents  Pictou  Activism  awards 

by  Paul  DeMain 

St.  Paut,  Minnesota  (NFIC) 

The  Indigenous  Women's  Network  awarded  its  1998  Annie  Mae  Pictou  awards 
on'  April  10th  during  ceremonies  at  Macalester  College  in  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota.  The  Indigenous  Women's  Network  (IWN)  emerged  from  a gathering 
of  over  200  Native  women  in  Yelm,  Washington  in  1985  and  has  remained 
active  in  working  with  a philosophy  and  vision  of  the  elders  to  create  a 
global  environment  critical  to  our  long  term  survival  as  human  beings.  The 
awards  gathering  featured  Native  women  from  across  North  America  and 
cumulated  in  the  presentation  of  cast-stone  sculpture  replicas  of  'La 
Madre'  to  Mary  Lafford,  a sister  of  Annie  Mae  Pictou  (Aquash),  to  Mohawk 
midwife  Katsi  Cook  and  to  Cecilia  Rodriguez,  a representative  of  the 
Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation. 

The  awards  banquet  was  MC'd  by  Ingrid  Washinawatok,  IWN  co-chair,  and 
Lisa  Bellanger,  IWN  secretary,  with  an  opening  address  and  song  by  a member 
of  the  Grandmother  Society.  Opening  the  formal  presentation  ceremony  was 
White  Earth  Anishinabekwe  Winona  LaDuke  who  told  the  participants  that  the 
Indigenous  Women's  Network  was  "something  that  has  always  existed  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  and  memories  of  our  women"  and  is  something  that  the  IWN 
has  actualized  over  the  last  10  years  in  their  work.  According  to  LaDuke, 
"It's  about  the  process  of  recovering  our  history,  recovering  the 
knowledge  of  who  we  are,  where  we  come  from  and  the  process  of  recovering 
ourselves.  That  is  the  work  of  the  Indigenous  Women's  Network." 

Artist  Marsha  Gomez  explained  the  history  of  the  life  size  sculpture, 
the  "Madre  del  Mundo"  from  which  three  smaller  replicas  where  made  for 
presentation  to  those  being  honored.  According  to  Gomez,  five  life  size 
sculptures  sit  near  sacred  sites,  endangered  by  nuclear-bomb  making  sites, 
waste  storage  sites  and  other  significant  areas.  Said  Gomez,  "She  stands 
in  head-on  defiance  of  the  desecration  of  our  Sacred  Earth.  She  is  us,  we 
are  her." 

Indigenous  Women's  Network  presents  Pictou  activism  awards  to  Katsi  Cook 
and  Cecilia  Rodriguez  (cont'd...) 

A replica  of  the  sculpture  was  then  presented  to  the  sister  of  the  late 
Annie  Mae  Pictou,  Mary  Lafford  from  Nova  Scotia,  who  was  flown  in  for  the 
ceremonies.  Offering  encouragement  to  other  women  to  get  involved  with  all 
aspects  "of  life  that  effect  women,"  major  testimonials  on  the  life  of 
Annie  Mae  Pictou  (aka:  Aquash)  were  read  by  Nilak  Butler  and  part  of  the 
film  'Brave  Flearted  Woman,"  was  shown,  a segment  dedicated  to  the  events 
Annie  Mae  was  involved  in  during  her  work  with  the  American  Indian 
Movement.  In  a brief  outline  of  Annie  Mae  Pictou,  the  program  read,  "Annie 
Mae  was  a daughter,  sister,  mother,  auntie,  friend,  lover  - a fine  human 
being.  She  did  not  seek  glory  but  worked  quietly  doing  anything  that  was 
needed,  no  matter  how  small  nor  great  the  task  before  her.  She  did  not 
complain  or  whine  when  times  were  hard  - rather  she  gave  herself,  her 
humor  and  wisdom  that  take  the  sharp  hard  edges  off  of  difficult 
situations . " 


In  that  vein  of  giving,  long-term  female  activists  Katsi  Cook,  Mohawk 
midwife  and  advocate  of  traditional  health  practices,  and  Cecilia 
Rodriguez,  spokesperson  for  the  Zapatista  Army,  were  recognized  for  thei 
dedication  and  work  on  behalf  of  Native  women  worldwide. 

All  rights  reserved  NFIC:  (605)  399-0867. 

"RE : Resisting  the  Racist  Anti-tribal  Campaign"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Apr  1998  10:59:33  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  arthurmiller50@juno.com  (Arthur  3 Miller) 

Sub j : NWLPSN  STATEMENT 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

please  help  get  this  statement  out 
RESISTING  THE  RACIST  ANTI-TRIBAL  CAMPAIGN 
a public  statement  by  the 
NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 

The  Northwest  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Network  (NWLPSN)  was  established 
five  years  ago  at  the  request  of  Leonard  Peltier  and  the  national 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee.  The  NWLPSN  is  made  up  of  support 
groups  and  members  at  large  throughout  the  Northwest,  and  though  the 
main  focus  of  the  NWLPSN  is  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier,  it  is  also  our 
desire  to  be  helpful  to  the  local  communities  within  our  region. 

It  has  become  evident  that  there  is  an  ongoing  anti-tribal  campaign 
being  conducted  by  extreme  right  wing  elements,  in  many  cases  using 
individuals  and  groups  who  remain  unaware  of  the  hidden  agenda.  Because 
of  the  broad  purpose  and  goals  of  the  NWLPSN,  we  feel  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  help  build  a network  of  resistance  to  the  elimination  of  tribal 
sovereignty. 

Leonard  Peltier  himself  sets  the  direction  of  his  vast  support  network 
and  has  often  urged  his  supporters  to  assist  both  Native  and  non-Native 
peoples.  He  has  given  the  following  statement  about  Sen.  Slade  Gorton's 
bill  to  do  away  with  tribal  sovereign  immunity  (which  Gorton  has 
misleadingly  titled  the  "American  Indian  Equal  Dustice  Act"): 

"This  is  the  beginning  of  a step  toward  genocide  of  my  people.  It  is 
important  that  everyone  be  aware  of  the  seriousness  of  it,  and  contact 
local  senators  and  congress  people  to  show  their  disagreement." 

Since  Sen.  Gorton's  bill  is  a major  part  of  the  anti-tribal  campaign, 
it  is  the  duty  and  responsibility  of  the  NWLPSN  to  take  Leonard's 
direction  and  help  build  resistance  to  the  anti-tribal  campaign  and  its' 
racist  backers. 

Out  of  our  support  and  respect  for  tribal  sovereignty,  the  NWLPSN  will 
not  be  directly  involved  in  internal  tribal  issues,  unless  our  aid  on  a 
particular  problem  is  requested.  Rather,  it  is  our  intent  to  help  build 
resistance  to  the  interference  and  attacks  upon  tribal  sovereignty  and 
treaty  rights  by  research,  education,  public  rallies,  direct 
confrontation,  and  networking  with  all  communities,  human  rights,  labor 
and  social  justice  organizations. 

The  following  important  issues  have  led  us  to  our  decision  to  help 
build  a resistance  network: 

1.  The  long  conflict  over  fishing  and  shellfishing  treaty  rights 
between  property  owners,  sport  and  commercial  fishers,  and  the  state  of 
Washington,  vs.  the  tribes. 

2.  The  conflict  over  treaty  hunting  rights. 

3.  The  interference  of  non-Native  groups  and  individuals  in  the  right 
of  the  tribes  to  their  self-determination  in  developing  economic 
enterprises  that  benefit  their  people  on  sovereign  tribal  land. 

4.  The  claims  of  some  non-Native  people  that  they  are  not  obligated  to 
follow  the  health,  safety  and  environmental  regulations  of  the  tribes 
while  they  are  on  sovereign  tribal  land,  and  that  the  tribes  have  no 
jurisdiction  over  the  conduct  of  any  non-tribal  people  on  sovereign 
tribal  land. 

5.  The  continuing  efforts  of  politicians  at  the  state  and  national 


level  (Slade  Gorton  and  lack  Metcalf  being  the  most  prominent  in  this 
state)  to  pass  legislation  to  eliminate  tribal  sovereignty  and  Native 
treaty  rights. 

6.  The  efforts  by  the  State  of  Washington  to  impose  state  taxes  on 
sovereign  tribal  land. 

7.  The  lack  of  objective  and  informative  media  coverage:  the  daily 
print  media  and  the  TV  news  have  consistently  portrayed  the  conflict(s) 
as  being  Native  vs.  non-Native,  without  showing  that  many  --  possibly 
even  a majority  --  of  non-Native  people  in  this  state  are  not 
anti-tribal.  The  media  portrays  non-Native  property  owners,  hunters, 
and  fishermen  as  victims  of  Native  tribal  treaty  rights,  while  never 
pointing  out  all  that  non-Natives  have  gained  because  of  the  treaties. 

The  anti-tribal  movement  has  become  very  vocal  the  last  few  years  in 
Washington.  Some  of  their  public  actions  have  been:  1.)  The  picketing 
by  whites  of  a tribal  smokeshop  in  Tacoma,  when  nearby  were  several 
white-owned  stores  selling  the  same  products.  2.)  The  white  opposition 
to  the  Muckelshoot  amphitheater  by  more  people  than  will  ever  be 
affected  by  it.  3.)  The  elk  hunters'  rally  in  Olympia  where  the  leader 
of  the  500  white  hunters  stated  that  "if  the  state  did  not  deal  with  the 
Indians,  they  would".  4.)  The  congressional  hearing  held  in  Tukwila  on 
Gorton's  bill,  where  the  "White  Rights"  crowd  came  out  in  force,  yelling 
racist  slurs  at  Native  people,  and  threatening  some  with  violence. 

The  anti-tribal  movement  is  well  organized  and  funded.  The  following 
elements  are  known  to  be  a part  of  this  campaign.  We  will  begin  with 
those  who  have  the  most  to  gain. 

1.  The  "Wise  Use"  movement:  Major  timber,  energy,  mining,  development 
and  fishing  corporations  that  put  their  profits  ahead  of  environmental 
concerns,  and  want  to  open  up  all  public  and  tribal  lands  for 
exploitation  helped  created,  direct,  and  fund  what  is  called  the  "Wise 
Use"  movement.  Ron  Arnold,  vice-president  at  Alan  Gottlieb's  Center  for 
the  Defense  of  Free  Enterprise  (CDFE)  in  Bellevue,  is  one  of  the 
movement's  originators.  The  term  "Wise  Use",  as  applied  to  land  and 
resource  use,  came  out  of  the  Multiple  Use  Strategy  Conference  in  Reno, 
Nevada  in  August  1988.  The  conference  was  sponsored  by  the  CDFE.  Among 
those  in  attendance  were  Exxon,  Louisiana-Pacific,  Boise  Cascade  and 
several  right-wing  extremist  groups  such  as  the  American  Freedom 
Coalition  and  the  Citizens  Equal  Rights  Alliance  (CERA),  a national 
alliance  of  anti-Indian  groups.  The  Wise  Use  Agenda,  a movement  handbook 
that  was  published  after  the  Reno  conference,  lists  25  goals  including 
the  immediate  development  of  oil  resources  in  the  Arctic  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  the  opening  of  all  national  parks  and  wilderness  areas 
to  mining,  and  the  systematic  harvest  of  "decaying"  (read  "old  growth") 
trees  on  national  forest  lands.  The  CDFE,  as  sponsor  and  backer  of 
"Wise  Use",  advocates  overturning  or  severely  restricting  the  Endangered 
Species  Act,  wetlands  preservation,  the  establishment  or  continuance  of 
National  Parks  and  forests,  game  and  bird  preserves,  planned  growth 
management,  and  in  general  any  restriction  on  corporate  activity, 
regardless  of  the  cost  to  the  environment  and  the  public  at  large. 

"Wise  Use"  can  be  considered  as  the  anti-environmental  arm  of  the  larger 
extreme  right-wing  agenda  (with  overlap  into  the  "property  rights"  arm 
of  the  movement  --  see  below),  which  encompasses  the  entire 
anti-democratic  spectrum  of  issues:  the  fight  to  destroy  affirmative 
action,  limiting  (non-white)  immigration,  union-busting,  civil  rights, 
and  in  general  the  campaign  to  destroy  any  protection  that  the 
government  provides  individuals  and  communities  against  corporate  power 
and  greed. 

2.  National  Anti-Treaty  Rights  Organizations:  While  anti-treaty  rights 

organizations  operate  in  many  states,  they  are  linked  both  independently 
and  through  two  national  organizations  --  the  Interstate  Congress  for 
Equal  Rights  and  Responsibilities  (ICERR)  and  Protect  Americans'  Rights 
and  Resources  (PARR).  ICERR,  founded  in  1976,  linked  on-reservation 
non-Native  landowner  opposition  to  tribal  governments  with 
off -reservation  non-Native  sport  and  commercial  fishermen  opposed  to 
tribal  treaty  protected  fishing  rights.  The  organization  has  received 
funding  from  the  Joseph  Coors  Foundation,  an  extreme  right  wing 


organization  whose  head  is  also  a board  member  of  the  Heritage 
Foundation.  PARR,  a Wisconsin-based  organization  formed  in  1987,  has 
called  for  boycotts  of  Native-owned  businesses,  opposition  to  any  legal 
or  political  decision  that  would  recognize  treaty  rights,  and  was  active 
during  the  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  spearfishing  rights  struggles,  during 
which  many  Natives  were  subject  to  racial  slurs,  physical  attacks,  and 
injuries.  An  independent  Wisconsin  environmental  organization 
characterized  PARR's  stance  during  the  spearfishing  fight  as  "blatantly 
racist".  PARR  has  friends  in  the  extreme  right-wing  coalition  Alliance 
for  America,  which  also  supports  abolishing  tribal  sovereignty  and  "Wise 
Use".  PARR  staff  member  Larry  Peterson  is  also  on  the  board  of  the 
Citizens  Equal  Rights  Alliance  (mentioned  above  under  "Wise  Use"). 

3.  National  "Property  Rights"  Organizations:  The  cutting  edge  of  the 
extremist  right  wing  anti-government  agenda  at  federal,  state,  and  local 
levels.  From  the  top  levels  of  the  Heritage  Foundation,  Alliance  for 
America,  etc.,  to  state  and  local  groups,  the  "Property  Rights"  agenda 
is  to  restrict  or  abolish  all  regulations  and  restrictions  on  private 
property  ownership  and  use.  The  movement  bills  itself  as  the  friend  of 
the  individual  property  owner,  and  has  undertaken  and  funded  numerous 
legal  cases  and  political  campaigns  against  government  "interference"; 
however,  not  one  of  the  hundreds  of  "Property  Rights"  advocacy  and 
funding  groups  in  the  United  States  has  ever,  to  my  knowledge, 
represented  individual  property  owners  against  corporate  interests. 

4.  United  Property  Owners  of  Washington  (UPOW) : Where  the  "Wise  Use", 
"Property  Rights"  and  organized  anti-Native  movements  converge  most 
strongly  in  Washington  State.  UPOW,  formed  in  1989,  was  formerly  known 
as  the  Steelhead  and  Salmon  Protective  Association  and  Wildlife  Network 
(S/SPAWN),  which  the  Environmental  Working  Group  called  "an  anti-Indian 
organization  disguised  as  a fishermen's  group".  UPOW  is  a coalition  of 
groups  and  individuals,  some  of  whom  have  been  actively  involved  in 
organized  anti-Native  and  anti-tribal  activities  for  years.  The  group 
headed  the  legal  and  political  fight  against  tribal  shellfishing  rights, 
along  with  their  co-counsel,  the  Defenders  of  Property  Rights  (DoPR) . 
DoPR  is  a extremist  right  wing  "property  rights"  advocacy  and  funding 
group  whose  board  members  include  lames  Watt,  Ed  Meese,  Robert  Bork, 

Sen.  Orrin  Hatch,  and  Sen.  Larry  Craig  of  Idaho,  and  is  associated  with 
the  Heritage  Foundation,  the  Alliance  for  America,  and  other  right-wing 
organizations . 

5.  The  "Elk  Hunters":  This  group  first  made  a public  appearance  when 
approximately  500  of  them  held  a rally  at  the  steps  of  the  state  Capital 
in  Olympia.  On  that  occasion  they  held  signs  calling  for  the 
elimination  of  all  treaties  with  the  tribes,  "White  Men  Have  Rights  Too" 
and  other  prefabricated  slogans.  The  leader  of  the  group,  Mark  Smith 
(who  calls  himself  "a  modern  day  Indian  fighter")  issued  the  threat  "if 
the  state  does  not  deal  with  the  Indians,  we  will!"  Two  weeks  later, 
this  group  showed  up  --  along  with  UPOW  protesters  --at  the 
congressional  hearing  in  Tukwila,  where  they  placed  their  people  on  the 
roads  leading  to  the  hearing  site  and  at  the  entrance  to  the  hearing. 
Many  Native  people  who  had  to  pass  them  were  met  with  racist  slurs  and 
other  insults.  Inside  the  hearings  an  angry  crowd  responded  to  the 
sound  of  a Native  drum  outside  by  jumping  to  their  feet  to  sing  the  Star 
Spangled  Banner,  and  moments  later  stood  again  to  shout  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  despite  the  lack  of  a flag  being  present  to  pledge  allegiance 
to.  When  the  Senate  Committee  entered  the  room.  Sen.  Campbell 
admonished  the  crowd  and  told  them  that  any  further  disturbances  would 
lead  to  their  removal.  Outside,  members  of  the  NWLPSN  maintained  a 
vigil  in  support  of  tribal  sovereignty,  where  we  were  greatly 
outnumbered,  and  at  times  surrounded  by  the  racists.  The  situation 
became  tense  several  times:  once  when  they  argued  with  a Lakota 
activist,  another  time  when  some  of  them  verbally  abused  a Native  Elder 
and  NWLPSN  member,  and  later  when  they  tried  to  block  all  view  of  our 
vigil  by  walking  a picket  line  in  front  of  us.  At  one  point  Mark  Smith 
yelled  into  his  bullhorn  " do  you  know  who  is  the  chairman  of  this 
hearing?  He  is  an  Indian,  and  we  must  stop  that  Indian".  As  the 
hearing  broke  up  many  Native  people  joined  our  vigil,  including  a number 


of  school  kids.  A drum  was  set  up  and  the  racists  tried  to  drown  out 
the  drumming  by  singing  the  national  anthem.  Once  the  Native  people  out 
numbered  the  racists  they  left.  At  another  Rally  outside  Fish  & 

Wildlife  Commission  hearings  in  Olympia,  the  crowd  (again,  500  strong) 
chanted  anti-Native  slogans  and  carried  signs  reading  "State:  Stop  The 
Tribes  Or  We  Will"  and  "New  Treaty  Or  Nothing" 

6.  Right  wing  so-called  Christian  Movements.  It  is  nothing  new  that 
far  right  wing  racists  use  Christianity  as  a cover  for  their  agenda.  In 
the  anti-tribal  campaign  using  Christianity  is  rather  easy  given  the 
historical  role  that  many  Christian  churches  had  in  the  eurocentric 
conquest.  Even  today  that  role  continues.  The  Christian-Patriot  Movement 
seems  to  be  the  most  active  in  the  anti-tribal  campaign.  They  basically 
believe  in  the  rights  of  conquest  of  the  White  Christian  Nation.  They  are 
active  in  the  "Wise  Use"  movement,  and  actively  helped  organize  far  right 
wing  rural  militias.  When  one  of  these  militias  in  this  state  was 
organized  (with  the  help  of  the  Montana  Militia)  they  stated  their 
anti-tribal  beliefs.  Next,  the  Christian  Identity  Movement,  this  is  the 
most  extreme  of  the  right  wing  groups.  Among  their  white  supremacist 
ideas,  is  the  idea  of  the  creation  of  an  Aryan  Nation,  of  white  people 
only,  here  in  the  northwest.  Needless  to  say  such  an  Aryan  Nation  would 
mean  the  forced  removal  of  the  people  of  the  Native  Nations.  The 
Christian  Identity  Movement  has  been  actively  recruiting  in  the  South 
Puget  Sound  area.  Then  there  is  the  Christian  Coalition.  This 
organization,  which  is  very  strong  in  Washington,  openly  sides  with  the 
"white  property  owners"  and  is  very  active  in  the  overall  right  wing 
agenda.  Randy  Tate,  who  is  now  the  head  of  these  group,  was  part  of  the 
right  wing  campaign  to  control  congress  a few  years  back.  He  was  an  ally 
of  lack  Metcalf  and  Slade  Gorton.  In  his  congressional  campaigns  he 
openly  sided  with  the  "white  property  owners". 

The  anti-democratic,  extremist,  racist  right  wing  is  like  a spider  web 
with  many  connections  between  groups.  The  various  front  groups  are 
joined  by  shared  memberships  and  ideology.  All  the  organizations  and 
movements  listed  above,  along  with  many  others,  share  the  common  goal  of 
the  elimination  of  tribal  sovereignty  and  treaty  rights. 

WHAT  CAN  BE  DONE 

The  NWLPSN  is  committed  to  help  build  a resistance  to  the  racist 
anti-tribal  campaign.  We  are  seeking  support,  mutual  cooperation,  and 
ideas  from  organizations  and  individuals  with  an  interest  in  tribal 
sovereignty,  human  rights,  the  environment,  labor,  anti-racist  issues, 
or  any  other  area.  Some  of  our  immediate  concerns  are: 

1.  Slade  Gorton's  bill  that  seeks  to  do  away  with  tribal  immunity.  It 
is  a direct  attempt  to  wipe  out  the  tribes,  and  if  it  passes  it  will 
open  the  tribes  up  to  an  orchestrated  campaign  of  lawsuits  that  will 
drain  the  tribes'  financial  resources.  Sen.  Gordon  stated  to  the  press 
after  the  Tukwila  hearing  that  his  goal  is  the  elimination  of  tribal 
sovereignty  and  treaty  rights.  This  bill  is  a major  step  in  that 
direction.  Please  write  letters  opposing  the  "American  Indian  Equal 
Justice  Act"  to: 

Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  Chairman,  Select  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  380  Russell  Senate  Office  Building,  Washington,  DC  Fax: 
202-224-1933 

E-Mail : administrator(3campbell . senate.gov 

And  to  Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  730  Hart  Senate  Office  Building,  Washington, 

DC  20510.  Fax:  202-224-9393  E-Mail: 

Senator_Gorton@gorton . senate . gov 

And  Sen.  Patty  Murray,  111  Russell  Senate  Office  Building,  Washington, 
D.C.  20510. 

Fax:  202-224-0238  E-Mail:  senator_murray@murray . senate . gov 

Those  who  live  in  other  states  please  write  letters  to  the  senators  of 
your  state.  Those  who  live  outside  of  the  U.S.  please  write  letters  to 
the  U.S.  Embassy  in  your  country. 

2.  The  NWLPSN  has  begun  a mobilization  network  called  "THE  ANTI-RACIST 


EMERGENCY  ACTION  NETWORK"  (AREAN) . The  purpose  of  AREAN  is  to  respond 
quickly  to  the  public  actions  of  the  racist  anti-tribal  campaign,  for 
example  the  situations  in  Tukwila  and  Olympia.  (We  would  also  like  it 
clearly  understood  that  the  NWLPSN  is  only  responsible  for  the  mechanics 
of  the  network:  we  have  always,  and  will  continue  to,  invite  all 
individuals  and  organizations  to  participate  in  AREAN  on  a purely 
democratic  decision-making  basis.)  With  this  statement  is  a sign-up 
sheet  for  AREAN. 

3.  Come  out  and  help  spread  the  word  about  the  May  9th,  SUPPORT  TRIBAL 
SOVEREIGNTY  / "WASHINGTON  GATHERING  TO  FIGHT  RACISM"  in  Olympia,  WA. 

This  is  just  the  first  public  demonstration  in  our  mobilization  of 
resistance  to  the  anti-tribal  campaign. 

4.  To  be  placed  on  our  mailing  list  and/or  to  give  a much  needed 
donation  please  contact:  NWLPSN,  5201  Capital  Blvd,  Ste  119,  Olympia, 

WA  98501. 

For  more  information:  NWLPSN,  P.O.  Box  5464,  Tacoma,  WA  98415-0464, 
e-mail,  arthurmiller50@juno.com.  Or  visit  our  web  page  at: 
http : //members . aol . com/TurquoisWm/ index. html . 

The  NWLPSN  is  committed  to  doing  all  that  it  can  to  resist  the  racist 
anti-tribal  campaign.  We  know  that  there  are  people  of  all  communities 
who  do  not  agree  with  the  goals  of  the  right  wing  extremists  and  their 
agenda.  We  also  understand  that  the  racists  seek  to  isolate  our 
communities  in  their  individual  attacks,  and  that  when  they  are 
successful  in  any  one  of  their  agenda  issues  all  communities  lose.  Thus 
we  call  for  a united  stand  against  racism  and  the  right  wing  agenda  by 
all  communities  and  social  justice  organizations.  "An  Injury  to  one  is 
an  injury  to  all ! " 

In  Solidarity 

Arthur  3.  Miller  and  A1  Regan 
NWLPSN 


"RE : Lawyer  Says  Church  is  in  Denial"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Apr  1998  12:20:13  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : UC  Residential  Schools : "Denial  with  a capital  D" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
LAWYER  FOR  ABORIGINALS  SAYS  CHURCH  IS  IN  DENIAL 
Victoria,  Times  Colonist  April  17,  1998,  page  A8  (CP) 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Prince  Rupert  - Decision  was  reserved  Thursday  after  final  arguments 
ended  at  the  first  Canadian  civil  suit  over  native  residential  school 
abuse.  Dustice  Donald  Brenner  is  expected  to  give  his  decision  in  BC 
Supreme  Court  by  the  end  of  Dune.  About  two  dozen  people  are  suing  the 
United  Church  of  Canada  and  the  Indian  Affairs  Department  for  sexual  and 
physical  abuse  they  suffered  for  years  while  students  at  the  Alberni 
Indian  residential  school. 

A lawyer  for  the  plaintiffs  expressed  shock  Thursday  that  arguments  by 
the  church  amounted  to  an  effort  to  undermine  the  natives'  credibility.  "I 
am  extremely  concerned  about  the  argument  ...  presented,"  said  Peter  Grant. 
"You've  heard  denial  with  a capital  D."  The  church  has  denied  any  role  in 
hiring  Arthur  Henry  Plint,  a dormitory  supervisor  who  committed  the 
assaults,  or  that  it  had  any  management  authority  at  the  school.  It  also 
denied  it  employed  the  principals  who  hired  Plint.  Brenner  ruled  Thursday 
the  principals  had  authority  over  Plint,  who  was  convicted  in  1995  on 
multiple  counts  of  physical  and  sexual  abuse.  The  judge  who  sentenced 
Plint,  now  80,  to  11  years  in  prison  called  him  a sexual  terrorist. 

Church  lawyer  Christopher  Hinkson  also  argued  the  United  Church  had  no 
say  in  financing  the  school  or  looking  after  the  children.  "If  this 
defendant  was  an  individual,  this  client  would  need  counselling  in  a big 
way,"  Grant  said.  Indian  Affairs  is  not  denying  it  is  liable  for  the 
children's  welfare,  but  government  lawyer  Mitch  Taylor  argued  the  church 


alone  is  liable  for  Plint's  assaults.  Grant  urged  Brenner  to  find  the 
church  and  government  equally  liable. 


Letters  to  the  Times  Colonist  - mailto:timesc@interlink.bc.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
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"RE : Call  for  Help  for  the  Elders"  

Date:  Mon,  Apr  20,  1998  10:10  AM  EDT 
From:  SnowWolffe 

Sub  j : Fwd:  Call  for  help  for  the  elders 
PLEASE  READ! ! ! 

In  a message  dated  4/20/98  3:36:37  AM  Central  Daylight  Time,  PAPAPOSSUM 
writes : 

Please  Publish  as  you  can 
Dear  Friends: 

As  summer  nears  it  is  time  to  not  forget  the  elders.  I humbly  ask  that 
you  pass  down  those  old  clean  coats,  sweaters,  overshoes,  and  gloves  you 
will  not  be  using  anymore.  It  is  now  that  we  must  prepare  for  winter  for 
the  elders  at  Big  Mt.  they  need  warm  clothes  and  food,  medicines  and  fire 
wood  for  the  winter  ahead  I know  this  seems  early  but  we  must  prepare 
early  as  it  is  to  late  to  distribute  after  the  Snow  starts  flying.  If  and 
when  I receive  enough  donations  I would  like  to  include  the  Ship  Rock  area 
in  New  Mexico  as  well. 

"Remember  Bucket-Line  is  willing  to  help  any  nation  not  just  the  Dine." 

I am  continuing  to  work  for  a full  load  of  supplies  to  distribute  by 
August  so  that  I may  plan  for  an  early  Sept  delivery.  We  need  funds  for 
transportation,  food  medicines  and  fire  wood.  We  can  purchase  food  things 
locally  cheaper  then  they  can  be  mailed  as  I learned  last  trip  the  food 
packages  cost  as  much  to  mail  as  the  cost  of  the  food.  If  you  would  like  a 
list  of  things  needed? 

Papa's  Den  (Keyword  to:  http://members.delphi.com/papapossum/index.html) 
Please  visit  our  web  site 

If  you  would  like  to  donate  to  coat  of  food,  medicines,  or  transportation 
cost  please  send  Checks  or  money  orders  no  cash  please  to: 

Bucket-Line  To  The  Elders 
C/0. 

First  Security  Bank 

2050  N main 

Layton  Ut  84041 

For  Clothing  Please  send  to 

Bucket-Line 

C/0. 

lames  C.  Cogsdil 
1775  West  Gregory  Dr. 

Layton,  UT  84041 

"RE;  Good  Advice"  

Date:  Sun,  26  Apr  1998  09:30:06  EDT 
From:  WAZI  NAGI  <WAZINAGI@aol . com> 

Sub j : good  advice 


UUCP  email 


We  all  know  that  there  are  problems  in  Indian  country  and  on  the 
reservations  across  this  land.  We  all  know  that  much  has  been  taken  from 
us,  much  has  been  lost  through  the  actions  not  only  of  others,  but  of 
ourselves.  I know  that  this  last  statement  will  not  be  greeted  with 
enthusiasm  by  some,  but  I have  said  it  and  it  stands. 

The  main  fact  is  that  when  we  pit  one  brother  against  another,  all  lose. 
When  we  fight  amongst  ourselves,  call  names,  degrade  and  debase  each  other, 
all  our  people  are  degraded  and  debased.  When  our  actions  are  not  for  the 
best  and  highest  good  of  all  our  people,  then  they  are  destructive  to  all 
the  people. 

I have  seen  the  name  calling,  backbiting  that  goes  on.  Full  blood 
versus  mixed  blood  - I am  better  than  you.  Reservation  raised  and/or 
still  residing,  versus  those  who  have  not  done  so  or  are  doing  so,  "you 
are  not  as  good  as  me" . Those  who  have  been  raised  in  tradition  versus 
those  who  have  not  been,  but  have  striven  to  return  to  the  ways,  "you 
have  not  lived  this  way,  so  you  are  a wannabe".  A sister  who  spoke  out 
when  she  saw  racist  remarks  being  made  by  some  of  our  own  people, 
reminding  them  that  we  become  no  better  than  those  who  have  done  this  to 
us,  when  we  willingly  participate,  attacked  and  demeaned  for  her  lesson  of 
wisdom. 

Before  we  take  any  action,  the  Elders  should  be  allowed  to  gather  and 
come  to  a consensus  on  the  matter.  Before  we  take  any  action  we  need  to 
consider  the  effect  on  the  future  generations.  I am  not  saying  that  we 
should  turn  our  backs  on  that  which  would  threaten  the  very  survival  of 
our  People,  but  I am  saying  that  all  action  should  be  taken  only  after 
judicious  consideration  of  the  situation  has  been  taken. 

Also  this  is  not  a religious  thing,  and  to  site  traditional  vs  Christian 
is  also  wrong.  Many  did  not  have  the  option  of  what  they  were  forced  to 
learn  as  children.  Many  were  taken  from  their  families  and  forced  to 
become  Christians,  they  were  not  allowed  to  be  raised  in  tradition.  This 
is  a matter  of  what  is  best  for  ALL  the  People. 

The  Earth  Change  times  are  upon  us.  What  we  do  now,  effects  who  and 
what  will  survive.  It  effects  how  we  will  survive,  what  we  will  have  to 
work  with  in  the  days  to  come.  Now  is  the  time  for  saving  all  of  our  ways 
and  traditions  that  is  humanly  possible,  for  the  future  generations  to 
benefit  from. 

I beg  of  you  all  to  think  well  and  carefully,  before  blood  is  shed.  I 
beg  of  yu  all  to  think  well  and  carefully,  before  a path  is  embarked  upon 
that  will  further  deteriorate  and  destroy  our  People  and  our  childrens 
futures.  We  the  adults  are  responsible  for  the  next  seven  generations, 
let  us  make  sure  that  is  that  which  will  make  their  lives  better. 

This  is  only  the  words  and  thoughts  of  an  old,  mixed  blood  woman. 

I send  them  forth  with  respect  to  all. 

Wazi  Nagi 


— "RE:  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  News  Conference"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Apr  1998  22:06:35  -0400 

From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : Friends  of  the  Lubicon  news  conference 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

(Toronto)  485  Ridelle  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario  M6B  1K6 

Tel  : (416)  763-7500  v Fax:  (416)  603-2715  v E-mail  : fol@tao.ca 

For  Immediate  release  | Thursday  April  23,  1998 
Ten-day  deadline  is  up  tomorrow 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon  news  conference  : 1:30  pm  Friday 

(TORONTO)  On  April  14,  lustice  lames  MacPherson  released  an  Ontario  Court 
decision  declaring  the  boycott  of  Daishowa  products  not  only  legal  but  "a 
model  of  how  such  activities  should  be  conducted  in  a democratic  society." 
But,  in  the  interests  of  allowing  Daishowa  time  to  consider  making  a 
commitment  not  to  cut  or  to  buy  wood  cut  on  Lubicon  territory  until  a land 
rights  settlement  is  reached  - thus  ending  the  boycott  - Friends  of  the 
Lubicon  promised  Daishowa  a ten  day  moratorium  before  it  would  resume  its 


boycott.  FOL  told  Daishowa  that  any  new  boycott  would  be  "bigger  than 
before  and  will  extend  across  several  jurisdictions." 

The  ten-day  moratorium  ends  April  24th.  In  the  interim  period.  Friends  of 
the  Lubicon  has  been  talking  with  Daishowa. 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon  will  announce  the  next  step  of  Lubicon  supporters 
including  supporters  in  US,  Europe,  Dapan,  Manitoba,  and  Quebec  - publicly 
at  a news  conference  at  1:30  pm  Friday  April  24  in  the  media  gallery  at 
the  Queen's  Park  Legislature  in  Toronto, 
for  more  information: 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon:  (416)  763-7500 

For  more  background  information  visit  the  Lubicon  supporter  web  page  at: 

http: //kafta . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 

The  full  court  decision  is  available  at  http://www.tao.ca/~fol/ 

"RE : San  Carlos,  AIM  and  Doe  West"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Apr  1998  11:41:33  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : San  Carlos,  AIM  & joe  west...  mho 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d'laan'te  All,  Sorry  this  is  so  long  but  I am  hoping  it  will  help  clear 
the  stench  out  of  the  air...  Feel  free  to  ask  me  any  question  if  you  doubt 
any  of  my  details  & if  I can  I will  answer  as  best  I can.  Any  feedback 
appreciated.  I will  ignore  flames.  I have  all  my  original  emails  & fax 
logs  to  refer  to.  I am  unhappy  with  the  fact  that  once  again  it  is  Indian 
vs  Indian,  doing  the  dirty  work  of  others...  This  stuff  has  got  to  stop. 
There  is  too  much  in  the  balance  to  go  through  the,  "he  said.,  but  he 
said"  routine.  Flope  you  agree. 

I had  posted  my  opinion  of  the  San  Carlos  news  that  has  been  going  on  a 
couple  of  days  ago,  but  apparently  it  didn't  get  past  some  server,  so  here 
it  is  again...  (the  bottom  half  here). 

Then  I was  sent  a copy  of  this  by  a friend  in  the  south...  so  before  my 
original  writing  I will  address  this  trash  that  came  to  my  monitor...  and 
it  is  trash,  not  "straight  talk"...,  it  is  a stain  on  AIM.  I can't  believe 
it  comes  from  AIM  at  all.  This  is  not  acting  in  the  best  interest  of  any 
Indian  or  any  Nation.  It  is  name-calling,  & "who  started  it"  is  too  stupid 
a position  to  even  consider  among  grown  men  & women.  Here's  what  I 
received  that  ticked  me  off... 

Subject:  AIM  Grand  Council....  Last  night  I received  a conference 

call  from  Fern  Mathias  (AIM  S CAL,  AIM  Grand  Council)  and  Tina  (AIM  Az).. 
and  was  told  to  post  the  following  words  as  soon  as  possible: 

"Doe  West  is  a liar,  he  is  a fed.  You  have  been  duped  by  him." 

These  are  the  words  I was  given  to  post.,  they  have  now  been  posted. 

Ish 

-end- 

This  is  a kids'  post.  It  could  not  have  been  written  by  grown  men  & women. 

I doubt  that  AIM,  Grand  Council  or  most  any  real  chapter,  would  put  up 
words  like  this.  I have  NO  doubt  that  joe  west  DID  meet  with  elders  on 
that  second  trip  to  San  C with  food.  I have  NO  doubt  that  the  elders  he 
met  with  told  him  pretty  much  what  he  posted. 

But  now  to  think,  let  alone  say,  that  joe  west  is  a "fed"  or  that  he  is 
out  to  "dupe"  anyone  is  not  just  an  insult  to  joe,  but  to  every  person 
that  knows  firsthand  FROM  THEIR  OWN  PERSPECTIVE  (independent  of  both  AIMAZ 
& joe  west),  about  what  is  going  on  in  San  Carlos.  What  others  BESIDES  joe 
have  reported  AND  in  the  communities  of  San  Carlos,  joe  is  NOT  the  only 
one  who  has  told  me  directly  that  there  is  a different  point  of  view  about 
the  recent  events  in  San  Carlos.  And  unlike  joe,  I can  & will  provide 
whatever  names  & copies  of  msgs  I received  & sent  concerning  these  events, 
but  I will  do  so  only  to  people  I have  come  to  trust,  by  email  fax  or 


phone,  NOT  on  this  or  any  other  newsgroup.  Human  to  human,  quietly,  in 
private,  as  adults  trying  to  ensure  peace  & NOT  taking  sides  where  no 
"sides"  should  exist. 

To  go  into  such  name-calling  is  beneath  whatever  dignity  I have  believed 
AIM  has  had  for  the  past  30  years.  If  AIM  really  did  express  the  above 
post,  then  I am  hurt  to  see  AIM  act  in  this  manner.  It  is  NOT  right,  by 
anyone's  standards.  I do  NOT  say  that  the  opinions  of  the  * joe  listened 
to  are  representative  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  San  carlos,  *in  the 
same  way  that  200  people  at  a powwow  does  NOT  prove  that  "the  people  of 
San  Carlos"  have  invited  AIM  to  come  there  "unanimously"*,  since  as  far  as 
I know  there  are  over  10,000  members  of  the  Dineh  of  San  Carlos.  And  AIM 
knows  that  joe  west  DID  speak  with  8 elders  who  are  reputedly  held  in  high 
esteem  by  their  families  in  San  Carlos.  For  AIM  to  resort  to  this  "my 
elders  are  bigger  than  your  elders"  is  a very  sorry  sight.  AIM  has  always, 
in  the  past,  fought  for  the  strength  of  unity,  not  for  the  weakening  by 
division . 

This  is  NOT  the  AIM  that  I have  supported  with  my  sweat,  my  tears  & my 
blood.  And  I have  dozens  that  can  vouch  for  my  support  over  the  years, 
support  in  action,  not  just  talk.  I am  proud  of  my  scars.  I have  never 
joined  AIM,  nor  any  other  "organization".  I answer  to  no  one  but  the  guy 
in  the  mirror  in  the  morning.  So  I hope  my  words  have  some  weight. 

This  is  not  right,  this  post  calling  joe  a fed  or  this  attitude  of 
personal  attack.  Knowing  joe  west  to  be  an  honest  man,  I believe  100%  what 
he  reported  about  his  conversations  with  these  elders.  (Although  I did 
suggest  to  him  to  pass  the  msg  from  those  he  met  privately  to  AIM 
privately,  he  is  a grown  man  & makes  his  own  decisions,  which  he  did, 
deciding  to  post  his  observations  & the  words  he  was  asked  to  carry...,  in 
public.  That  was  his  decision  & I stand  by  his  right  to  act  as  he  believes 
is  right,  & I do  not  judge  the  man  even  if  I think  such  accusations  should 
be  made  in  private.) 

I also  DO  believe  that  AIM  was  given  an  invite  into  San  Carlos  by  at 
least  200  people,  including  some  other  elders,  to  come  help  them  out.  To 
any  grown  person  it  is  obvious  that  both  joe  & AIMAZ  believe  in  what  they 
saw  & what  they  say.  I know  the  identities  of  some  of  the  people  joe  met 
with,  & have  assured  myself  that  they  ARE  elders  (traditional,  non- 
christian)  by  way  of  someone  completely  unknown  to  joe.  Did  no  one  ever 
hear  the  story  of  the  blind  men  walking  into  the  elephant  before?  Of  how 
one  held  it's  trunk  & said  it  was  snake  shaped  & the  other  holding  the  leg 
said  it  was  tree  shaped?  *Neither  one  was  wrong!* 

So  instead  of  getting  into  false  accusations  & name-calling.  It's  time 
to  sit  down.  And  I respectfully  suggest  that  maybe  the  best  first  step  is 
letting  the  people  of  San  Carlos  come  to  one  mind  first.  As  many  of  the 
11,000  as  possible,  *through  the  discussions  among  their  family  elders 
ALONE!*  Without  any  non-elders.  No  outsiders.  Sit  & wait  as  long  as  it 
takes  the  families  of  the  Nation  to  come  to  one  mind.  Nothing  else  HAS  TO 
happen  now.  Let  the  families  of  San  Carlos  speak  first,  not  just  8.  Not 
just  200. 

So  please,  enough  with  the  name  calling  & ranting.  I tell  anyone  who 
cares  to  listen  that  I know  that  joe  west  is  not  a fed,  a snitch,  or  a 
cointelpro  artist,  & you  can  take  that  from  someone  who  had  his  head 
busted  open  & spent  long  days  in  several  courts  due  to  Doug  Durham 
bullshit  way  back  when...  And  I can  vouch  that  joe  has  not  acted  with 
anything  but  the  best  of  intentions.  The  AIM  I knew,  and  which  I hope 
still  lives,  would  know  this  by  now  & discuss  it  quietly  & reasonably, 
Indian  to  Indian,  not  with  yells  & taunts  & name-calling.  It's 
disgraceful  & embarrassing.  The  REAL  feds  are  laughing.  So  please, 
enough ! 

End  of  part  one.  Now  for  what  I had  originally  been  going  to  post... 

This  is  what  I feel  about  this  latest  flare  up  in  San  Carlos,  Arizona,  & 
the  big  "You're  a liar!"  thing  just  gone  off  between  joe  west  & AIMAZ  (& 
now  the  "AIM  Grand  Governing  Council").  They  are  listening  to  & quoting 
different  elders.  That's  the  problem.  And  the  argument  that  "those  other 
elders  aren't  real  elders"  is  a crock.  They  just  have  a different  idea  of 
how  the  problem  of  a dirty  tribal  council  should  be  resolved,  they  DO  NOT 
support  Mull  or  the  crooks.  It  isn't  right  to  not  listen  to  an  elder  or 


group  of  elders  just  because  they  have  perspectives  opposing  yours. 

This  whole  thing  would  be  dealt  with  better  if  all  of  the  elders  could 
speak  together  ALONE  for  as  long  as  it  takes  them  to  come  of  one  mind. 

Until  then,  AIM  & Call  To  Action  & the  cops  & the  Tribal  Council  should 
stay  out  of  it  & wait.  About  200  people  have  asked  AIM  to  come.  There  are 
11,000  people  on  that  reservation.  That  doesn't  mean  that  10,800  want  AIM 
out,  any  more  than  200  can  say  AIM  should  come  in.  There  are  more  than  200 
traditionals  living  in  San  Carlos.  A lot  more. 

I think  that  the  AIMAZ  folks  are  well-meaning,  but  just  too  used  to  life 
& "communication"  in  bytes  & words  & ideologies...  This  is  NOT  an  attack 
by  outsiders  threatening.  This  is  a dispute  internal  to  a Nation,  that 
could  bring  the  possibility  of  Apache  shedding  Apache  blood,  so  it  is 
worth  taking  the  time,  (and  there  IS  time)  to  get  a better  base  of  support 
for  the  way  the  families  that  make  up  the  Nation  want  to  settle  this  dirty 
council  business. 

I do  know  that  joe  west  DID  speak  with  REAL  elders  when  he  went  down 
with  another  400-plus  lbs  of  food.  I had  heard  speak  of  3 of  them  before 
as  being  very  good,  traditional  people.  And  none  are  Christians  save  the 
one  who  joe  mentioned  who  I never  heard  of  before.  And  I truly  believe 
that  all  7 or  8 of  the  elders  he  met  with  are  dead  set  against  AIM  being 
there.  So  what  you  have  is  joe  met  with  elders  number  1 to  8,  & AIM  is 
referring  to  the  (12?  20?)  elders  who  say  AIM  IS  needed. 

But  so  far,  nobody  has  let  ALL  of  the  elders  themselves  sit  & talk  this 
out  amongst  themselves.  I have  been  told  that  at  at  least  2 public 
meetings,  the  younger  people  who  are  members  of  this  Call  To  Action  were 
shouting  down  7 of  the  8 joe  met  & calling  them  sellouts  & the  like.  The 
elders  who  said  "no,  we  can  solve  this  dirty  council  thing  among  ourselves. 
."  were/are,  I am  told,  the  ones  whose  families  did  not  work  for  the 
Council...,  the  Call  To  Action  people  are  the  ones  that  got  fired.  I was 
told  that  some  were  earning  $50/hr.  Nice  homes.  Electricity.  Phones.  Cars. 
The  elders  they  shouted  down,  some  of  whom  joe  spoke  with,  have  NOTHING  to 
gain  by  AIM  not  being  there.  There  is  no  apparent  motive  for  them  to  say 
they  do  not  feel  AIM  should  be  there,  other  than  fear  that  Apache  may  shed 
Apache  blood.  They  live  in  the  back  country  of  the  reservation.  So  there's 
no  love  for  council  in  that  group  either,  that's  for  sure.  They  are  NOT 
supporters  of  Mull  or  the  cops  or  the  crooked  council,  just  because  they 
don't  want  AIM  there.  They  are  NOT  "sellouts"  or  "feds"  or  "cointelpro 
artists".  They  ARE  elders  of  some  of  the  the  San  Carlos  families,  & even 
if  some  don't  agree  with  their  perspectives,  they  deserve  as  much  respect 
as  the  elders  that  AIM  says  asked  them  to  be  there. 

I was  put  on  the  phone  to  Vern  Foster  from  San  C during  joe's  first  trip 
there,  & Vern  told  me  personally  that  AIMAZ  was  asking  for  help  in  the  way 
of  "bodies",  & referred  to  the  original  call  to  action  (which  had  been  to 
the  effect  that  the  private  security  goons  hired  by  Mull  had  attacked 
elders  doing  ceremony  in  front  of  the  Tribal  Council  office,  with  one 
being  beaten  to  death  & a grandmother  run  over  by  a police  car,  making  it 
sound  (to  my  ears)  like  it  was  Wounded  Knee  III  breaking  out).  I have  a 
copy  of  that  first  email,  from  3 separate  sources  exactly  as  forwarded  to 
me. ) 

So,  the  men  that  my  calls  would  have  sent  down  would  have  been  quitting 
jobs,  borrowing,  pawning  & begging  every  cent  they  could  get  their  hands 
on  to  go  down,  kissing  their  wives  goodbye  & doing  ceremony  for  battle.  I 
told  Vern  that  when  he  spoke  with  me  from  San  C.  I had  also  been  waiting 
for  a written,  signed  fax  of  request  for  'men  & women  of  strong  hearts' 
that  another  link  I have  was  told  was  on  the  way  "right  now"  (&  which 
still  hasn't  arrived,  2 weeks  later.)  I told  him  I'd  forward  the  fax  to 
certain  people  who  had  asked  for  it. 

Such  docs  are  vital  to  the  defense  in  court,  sure  to  follow  every  action 
for  charges  unknown.  It's  standard.  In  the  old  days  response  to  the  crier 
from  another  place  would  be  limited  to  a "fact-finding  mission"  first, 
because  family  had  to  be  cared  for,  except  to  do  battle  against  life- 
threats.  Not  for  a political  game  of  "brinksmanship"  or  over  a "employer- 
employee"  fight.  The  people  I contacted  & had  on  standby  were  not  the  kind 
just  ready  to  die  for  freedom..,  they  are  men  ready  to  take,  not  just  talk 
action.  They  have  proven  themselves  ready  to  defend  lives,  not  to  be  part 


of  a group  meant  to  impress  the  press,  as  important  as  that  might  be.  They 
are  all  part  of  a certain  alliance  formed  less  than  10  yrs  ago,  between  a 
dozen  Nations  in  Canada.  For  lack  of  a better  term,  the  "response  group" 
is  well-connected  by  phone  & fax  trees.  Email  is  not  used  because  so  few 
have  such  a thing.  But  I will  NOT  "push  the  button"  unless  lives  or  land 
are  in  danger  from  threats  from  OUTSIDE  any  Nation. 

I do  believe  & wish  that  AIM  would  be  acting  on  more  solid  ground  if 
they  had  really  consulted  with  the  elders,  then  let  ALL  of  the  elders  of 
that  Nation  come  to  a consensus  on  what  actions,  IF  ANY,  AIM  might  be 
asked  to  help  with.  Also,  if  the  Call  To  Action  people  have  a legitimate 
beef,  it  is  very  easy  for  them  to  put  the  proof  this  Burns  guy  found  out 
on  the  table  for  all  elders  to  see,  (&  for  the  press  to  see  too).  Good 
intentions  aside,  AIM  will  get  itself  badly  squeezed,  taking  sides  in  a 
fight  that  is  INTERNAL,  pitting  Indian  against  Indian,  IF  it  doesn't  wait 
for  the  one  voice  from  ALL  of  the  elders  there  (or  at  least  as  many  as 
possible,  no  matter  WHAT  their  point  of  view).  There  is  time.  There  are  no 
lives  in  danger...,  yet.  From  3 sources  I trust  OTHER  than  joe  west,  I 
have  been  told  that  the  situation  does  NOT  need  any  outsiders  involvement. 

I make  no  excuses  for  being  cautious.  The  last  time  I hit  the  button 
(Gustafsen)  there  were  anywhere  from  200  to  300  men  on  the  road  & some  of 
them  got  halfway  across  the  continent  when  I found  out  I'd  been  bullshit 

to  & had  to  say,  "Oops!  False  alarm  guys.."  It  was  not  a good  feeling, 

even  though  the  people  understood  that  I had  acted  on  info  from  a source 
that  was,  till  that  incident,  100%  solid.  So  after  Vern  made  his  request 
to  me,  I asked  2 others  that  I know  who  live  in  the  area  to  go  down  & 

check  it  out.  Then  I asked  a third  person.  None  of  the  3 knew  I'd  asked 

anyone  else.  All  4 (joe  included)  said  that  there  is  no  situation 
developing  that  would  need  "the  brothers"  heading  in.  These,  like  myself, 
support  AIM  generally.  None,  (that  I know  of)  are  AIM  members.  And  since 
that  come  to  me  from  the  others  as  well  as  joe,  none  of  whom  have  any  axe 
to  grind  against  AIM  or  AIMAZ,  I transmitted  a "stand-down"  msg  to  my 
contacts  with  these  people,  "the  brothers". 

The  trouble  is  that  some  hotheads  who  have  seen  too  many  movies,  *&  'way 
too  few  real  corpses,*  are  going  to  head  down  there,  & if  they  can't  make 
a WKIII  out  of  this  internal  Nation  dispute,  they'll  "wish  it  to  happen" 
consciously  or  unconsciously.  AIM  has  a big  job  preventing  foolish 
behavior.  War  is  something  not  undertaken  for  the  loss  of  jobs  or 
paychecks.  Life  & land  are  the  only  things  worth  protecting  with  blood.  I 
DO  believe  what  Zapata  is  supposed  to  have  said,  "...  It  is  better  to  die 
on  your  feet  than  to  live  on  your  knees."  But  losing  jobs  is  NOT  worth 
killing  for.  If  there  is  proof  of  wrongdoing  by  the  tribal  council  then 
let  that  wrongdoing  be  shown  for  all  to  see.  But  even  the  wrongdoing  is 
not  worth  killing  for,  not  worth  one  drop  of  Apache  blood.  Land  & life  are 
all  that  is  worth  blood.  Not  for  something  as  dumb  as  money.  If  some  think 
it  is,  they  can  go  so  far  as  to  die  for  it,  although  that  never  made  sense 
to  me.  But  I have  to  agree  with  those  whom  I contacted  in  the  brotherhoods 
& societies  across  Canada,  that  such  reasons  are  no  use  getting  anyone 
else  in  the  way  of  a bullet. 

The  worst  part  is  that  if  wannabe-warriors  show  up  instead  of  seasoned 
men,  it  would  bring  about  what  any  & all  elders  want  to  avoid;  Indian 
spilling  Indian  blood. The  elders  of  all  factions  should  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  sit  together  WITHOUT  the  younger  (the  disrespectful  & the 
supporters  of  either  "side")  around.  The  community  (through  Council) 
should  be  giving  them  a place  to  meet  in  private  & all  the  time  & food  & 
tea  it  takes  until  those  elders  come  of  one  mind.  Without  interference  by 
anyone,  until  they  reach  a consensus  on  what  should  be  done,  and  then  they 
should  be  thanked  by  everyone.  It  is  a matter  internal  to  the  Dineh-Apache 
of  San  Carlos.  This  is  true  sovereignty.  Not  just  substituting  an  Indian 
"one-man-one-vote"  for  an  equally  foreign  non-Indian  "one-man-one-vote" 
circus.  Let  the  elders  come  of  one  mind.  Let  the  Nation  speak.  Not  just 
200,  but  ALL  of  them,  *through  the  elders  of  their  families!*  AIM  was 
founded  to  protect  this  way  of  doing  things. 

I may  not  quite  have  used  the  same  words  joe  used  to  say  it,  but  the 
heart  of  what  AIM  is  about  (&  I hope  it's  not  past  tense)  is  respect  for 
the  wishes  expressed  by  the  families  of  those  who's  territory  they  are 


called  to.  Not  the  "Dick  Wilsons"  on  the  "Martin  Mulls"  but  the  families. 

All  of  the  families.  As  expressed  by  their  elders  & ONLY  by  their  elders. 

Not  by  those  who  are  not  grandmothers  & grandfathers  of  families.  Not  by 
Call  To  Action.  Not  by  the  Tribal  Council.  Not  by  AIM.  Certainly  not  by 
way  of  the  "one  man,  one  vote"  crap  which  is  foreign  & imported.  Consensus. 
Among  the  elders  of  the  families.  End  of  story.  No  bloodshed. 

The  "fighting  between  factions"  has  been  used  to  divide  & conquer  many 
of  the  Nations  for  a long,  long  time.  You'd  think  that  people  would  have 
learned  by  now.  Crazy  Horse  & Sitting  Bull,  killed  by  Indians,  Guatemala, 

El  Salvador,  Nicaragua,  Peru...,  Acteal...,  The  keys  to  breaking  the  cycle 
are  time-tested  by  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  over  many,  many  millennia. 

The  first  key  is  the  only  "institution"  that  has  lasted  all  that  time. 

The  family.  As  beat  up  & held  together  by  old  & new  bonds  & bindings  as  it 
is,  it's  all  there  really  is.  All  there  really  ever  was.  The  family...,  & 
their  elders,  those  hubs  around  which  the  family  spins  by  sheer  bloodline 
if  nothing  else,  are  the  first  key. 

The  second  key  is  continued  discussion  to  the  point  of  consensus.  Not 
"majority  rule"  or  "votes",  because  "spin-doctors  & publicity"  sway 
electorates,  or  some  one  is  always  left  out,  & votes  can  be  & are  bought, 
forced  or  faked.  You  may  not  always  be  able  to  reach  consensus  with  anyone 
external  to  your  group,  but  since  the  first  & only  law  of  every  Indian 
Nation  is  survival,  no  Nation  or  Nation  community  (or  "band"  or  "tribe") 
can  afford  to  lose  any  member,  especially  at  its  own  hands.  Consensus  is 
the  second  key.  The  human  race  would  have  killed  itself  off  long  ago 
without  the  gift  of  those  two  keys. 

In  social  fact,  this  only  works  in  the  small,  tight-knit  communities  of 
the  Nations,  especially  those  still  traditional  enough,  close  enough  to 
everyday  death  to  know  the  seriousness  of  bloodshed,  ready  to  kill  to 
protect  life  and/or  land,  but  not  to  take  action  which  would  shed  the 
blood  of  another  member  of  the  Nation.  Internally,  the  families  of  any 
Nation  can  "fix"  whatever 's  busted.  Without  killing.  And  especially 
without  any  Indian  dying. 

That's  my  opinion,  for  what  it's  worth,  with  respect... 

— "RE:  Communique'  from  San  Andres  Sakamchen  of  the  Poor"  

Date:  Sat,  25  Apr  1998  16:36:59  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "moonlight@igc.apc.org"  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Communique'  from  San  Andres  Sakamchen  of  the  Poor 
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COMMUNIQUE'  OF  THE  AUTONOMOUS  MUNICIPALITY  OF 
SAN  ANDRES  SAKAMCHEN  OF  THE  POOR  - REC.  4.20.98 
translated  from  Spanish  by  PC93 
->  http://www.wilder.net/c73/index.htm 

The  authorities  of  the  autonomous  municipality  of  San  Andres 
Sakamchen  of  the  poor  make  a "guard"  in  the  offices  of  the 
municipal  presidency  since  the  political-  military  operation 
against  Taniperlas,  in  the  autonomous  municipality  of  Flores  Magon. 

COMMUNIQUE'  FROM  THE  AUTONOMOUS  MUNICIPALITY  OF  SAN  ANDRES  SAKAMCHEN 
OF  THE  POOR 

(Read  by  the  traditional  autonomous  authorities  before  a 
concentration  of  thousands  of  tzotziles  in  defense  of  their  rebel 
municipality  this  past  13th  of  April) 

Brothers  and  Sisters,  companeros  and  companeras  belonging  to  this 
autonomous  municipality  of  San  Andres  Sakamchen  of  the  Poor. 

Today  we  are  reunited  to  inform  you  of  what  happened  the  11th  day 
of  April  of  1998,  which  is  that  close  to  a thousand  federal 
soldiers  by  orders  of  Ernesto  Ponce  de  Leon  and  the  self-appointed 
governor  of  Chiapas,  Roberto  Albores  Guillen,  attacked  our  brothers 
and  sisters,  companeros  and  companeras  (ours  in  the  zapatista 
struggle  of  the  town  of  Taniperlas,  autonomous  municipal  headship 


of  the  municipality  Ricardo  Flores  Magon,  the  federal  soldiers  took 
prisoner  9 indigenous  companeros,  bases  of  support  of  our  Zapatista 
Army  of  National  Liberation  (EZLN),  they  also  took  hold  of  12 
brothers  from  other  countries  that  were  attending  the  10th  of  April 
celebration  as  observers. 

This  new  signal  is  another  showing  more  of  the  federal  government 
of  Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon  of  its  great  power,  its  threats  to 
continue  forward  with  its  plans  of  jailing,  killing  and 
exterminating  the  indigenous  towns  that  fight  for  our  rights. 

Ernesto  Zedillo  and  Albores  Guillen  continue  firm  in  their  strategy 
of  preparing  paramilitary  groups,  like  the  Mascara  Roja  that 
operate  in  los  Altos  of  Chiapas,  and  others  already  very  well  known 
in  the  state  of  Chiapas. 

Ruiz  Ferro  and  Albores  Guillen  are  the  same  assassins  of  Acteal, 
they  are  assassins  of  many  indigenous  leaders  assassinated  in 
Chiapas,  they  are  the  same  that  form  and  pay  the  paramilitary 
groups  to  provoke  the  zapatista  towns  and  assassinate  them. 

The  federal  government  has  attempted  in  many  ways  to  provoke  the 
zapatista  indigenous  so  that  they  will  respond  and  in  so  doing 
reinitiate  the  war.  The  government  never  has  demonstrated  its  true 
will  to  resolve  the  conflict  and  obtain  peace  in  Chiapas,  all  of 
its  attempts  have  been  of  provoking  the  war  of  extermination  of  the 
indigenous . 

The  true  word  of  the  federal  government  is  the  war  and 
assassinations  of  indigenous,  because  when  peace  is  announced  that 
is  when  the  planes  of  war,  artillery  helicopters,  tanks  of  war, 
trucks  of  federal  troops  make  their  rounds,  get  close  and  attack 
our  indigenous  towns. 

Albores  Guillen  says  that  our  autonomous  government  is  illegal. 

This  "senor"  forgets  that  the  illegitimate  is  him,  because  not  one 
town  has  elected  him  as  government.  The  Self-appointed  Governor  of 
Chiapas  Alobores  Guillen  has  been  imposed  from  the  power,  the  same 
as  the  other  self-appointed  past  governments,  but  it  never  has  been 
the  town  who  has  elected  them. 

The  government  thinks  that  by  taking  hold  of  us  and  killing  us  we 
are  going  to  be  afraid  and  we  are  going  to  stop  fighting  for  our 
rights,  but  it  will  not  be  like  that. 

In  this  military  attack  of  Taniperlas,  the  government  violates 
again  the  Law  for  the  Dialogue  and  uses  force  because  it  wants  to 
put  us  under  and  treat  us  like  animals. 

And  this  we  want  to  say  to  Zedillo  and  to  Albores  Guillen,  that  we 
the  zapatista  indigenous  of  the  municipality  of  San  Andres 
Sakamch'en  of  the  Poor  are  here  to  defend  our  rights  to  govern,  and 
govern  ourselves  with  Democracy,  Liberty  and  lustice. 

For  that  we  are  arranged  throughout. 

"RE : Destruction  of  Fluman  Rights  Committee"  

Date:  Sat,  25  Apr  1998  16:36:17  -0700  (PDT) 
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Sub j : Destruction  of  Fray  Pedro  Lorenzo  de  la  Nada  Human  Rights  Committee 
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WHAT  IS  THE  INTENTION  BEHIND  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  FRAY  PEDRO  LORENZO  DE  LA 
NADA  HUMAN  RIGHTS  COMMITTEE  IN  THE  OCOSINGO  AND  ALTAMIRANO  CANYONS? 

The  new  phase  of  direct  repression  in  Chiapas  requires  the  removal  of  all 
qualified  witnesses  that  are  capable  of  documenting  and  disseminating  human 
rights  violations  that  are  going  on  now.  The  dismantling  of  the  Fray  Pedro 
Lorenzo  de  la  Nada  Human  Rights  Committee  and  its  organization  of  indigenous 
promoters  has  the  intent  of  leaving  the  communities  of  Altamirano  and 
Ocosingo  deaf  and  mute  in  the  face  of  the  repression  that  comes,  just  as  the 
recent  expulsions  of  foreigners  do. 

But  how  is  this  new  phase  of  the  government  strategy  en  Chiapas  working  and 
how  is  it  affecting  the  Committee?  From  its  founding  in  1994  until  now,  the 


Human  Rights  Committee  Fray  Pedro  Lorenzo  de  la  Nada  has  defined  itself  as  a 
organization  committed  to  human  rights  as  a global,  human  proposal.  Since 
its  origin,  the  project  has  been  linked  to  the  Ocosingo  parish  and  to  a 
group  of  laypeople  with  experience  in  the  field  and  who  have  developed  a 
relationship  of  cooperation  with  the  Dioceses  of  San  Cristobal  de  la  Casas. 

Located  in  the  town  of  Ocosingo  and  within  a complex  network  of 
interrelations  among  various  political  and  cultural  forces,  the  Committee 
has  been  challenged  by  the  reality  in  which  it  is  immersed  and  has  opted  for 
a long-term  project  oriented  toward  deeply  impacting  the  local  context 
through  an  educational  approach.  Education  is,  therefore,  our  principal 
tool  for  contributing  to  the  building  of  a society  in  which  human  rights  and 
indigenous  rights  are  respected  in  the  area  of  the  Canyons  and  the  Lacandon 
Forest . 

As  a result  of  this  objective,  the  Committee  has  been  developing  and 
consolidating  a work  project  jointly  promoted  with  tzeltal  Indians  in  the 
Municipalities  of  Ocosingo  and  Altamirano  during  the  four  years  of  its 
existence.  This  project  is  oriented  toward  the  training  of  indigenous 
promoters  who  work  toward  the  transformation  of  the  universal  human  rights 
proposal  into  a proposal  appropriate  for  indigenous  cosmovision  and  culture, 
while  at  the  same  time  taking  an  active  role  in  the  promotion  and  defense  of 
these  human  rights. 

The  promoters  are  selected  in  a community  assembly  so  that  their  work  is 
destined  to  benefit  all  community  members.  They  participate  in 
intercultural  training  processes  in  which  they  study  national  and 
international  human  rights  laws  and  how  the  Mexican  legal  system  works;  they 
analyze  and  strengthen  their  own  mechanisms  for  resolving  conflicts  and 
traditional  indigenous  forms  of  imparting  justice.  When  they  have  completed 
their  initial  training,  the  promoters  work  in  the  communities,  aiding 
traditional  authorities  in  the  analysis  of  internal  problems  and  proposing 
options  for  solving  such  problems.  At  the  same  time  they  learn  about  the 
way  that  State  institutions  work  and  offer  advice  and  advocacy  to  community 
members  that  are  obligated  to  enter  into  formal  legal  proceedings.  This 
requires  that  they  spend  time  in  the  Committee's  office  in  Ocosingo, 
acquiring  experience  with  formal  legal  authorities  in  the  handling  of  cases 
that  are  directed  to  them  by  different  peasant  and  farmers'  organizations  in 
the  region. 

The  Committee  has,  therefore,  dedicated  itself  to  the  training  of  indigenous 
agents  who  know  and  analyze  Mexican  and  indigenous  law,  from  the  perspective 
of  their  own  culture,  and  for  this  reason  they  are  capable  of  evaluating  the 
strengths  and  limits  of  both  systems  in  the  resolution  of  specific  problems. 

The  human  rights  promoter  is  capable  limiting  the  power  of  authorities  and 
of  documenting  and  denouncing  all  abuses  that  violate  their  rights  or  the 
rights  of  the  communities.  He  or  she  takes  an  active  role  in  the  face  of 
actions  that  assault  human  dignity,  whether  they  are  committed  by  forces 
external  to  the  communities  or  within  the  culture  itself.  But  the  promoter 
is  especially  active  when  confronted  by  actions  committed  by  authorities 
which  are  supported  by  a totalitarian  concept  of  power  and  violate  the 
human  rights  of  the  population;  the  promoter  is  familiar  with  the  recourses, 
mechanisms  and  procedures  that  Mexican  and  international  law  establish  to 
defend  them. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  conduct  an  intercultural  dialogue  with  the 
tzeltal  promoters  and  this  experience  has  been  highly  enriching  in  the  sense 
that  we  analyze  different  concepts  of  human  dignity  and  the  way  in  which 
that  dignity  is  manifest  in  daily  life,  as  well  as  the  ways  in  which  that 
dignity  may  be  defended.  The  intercultural  dialogue  does  not  introduce 
human  rights  to  indigenous  culture  as  one  more  non-indigenous  imposition  on 
indigenous  values,  instead  it  seeks  to  search  out  the  ways  in  which  human 
rights  may  be  freely  adapted  and  assumed  within  indigenous  culture, 
according  to  tzeltal  values  and  ways,  with  the  intention  of  coming  up  with 
news,  sincretic  proposals  which  are  viable  in  community  life  and  institutions. 

In  the  joint  reflection  that  we  have  taken  on,  indigenous  and 
non-indigenous,  we  do  not  consider  the  indigenous  way  of  life  sacred  or 
untouchable,  nor  do  we  maintain  the  romantic  and  unreal  vision  of  pure 
cultural  systems  that  should  be  conserved  as  if  they  were  museum  pieces.  We 
are  aware  that  we  live  in  a system  of  cultures  that  interact  with  each  other 


and  which  reflect  and  define  each  other  and  which  now,  in  our  time,  are 
hybrids.  Nevertheless,  we  do  seek  to  recognize  that  the  intercultural 
relationship  has  always  been  defined  by  inequality  and  oppression.  This 
legacy  of  the  negation  of  one  part  on  account  of  its  difference,  and  the 
resulting  imposition  of  one  cultural  system  on  the  other,  is  sustained  by 
structures  of  belief  that  everyone,  indigenous  and  non-indigenous,  must  work 
toward  deconstructing,  in  order  to  form  new  forms  of  thought  that  can 
sustain  real  coexistence,  equal  and  recognizing  of  the  other  as  possessing 
rights.  The  promoters  reflect  continuously  upon  cultural  structures  that 
legitimize  domination  and  they  disseminate  the  fruits  of  this  reflection 
among  the  tzeltal  inhabitants  of  the  Canyons  and  through  giving  talks  and 
courses  in  different  communities  in  their  regions. 

The  above-described  work  is  based  on  a break  with  the  traditional  concept 
that  Authority  has  of  the  indigenous:  a concept  of  them  as  objects,  not 
subjects;  not  as  people  who  take  action,  not  as  citizens.  Historically, 
according  to  Authority  the  indigenous  require  that  one  speak  for  them  and 
therefore  do  not  possess  their  own  voice,  that  one  decide  for  them  and 
therefore  are  not  capable  of  making  their  own  decisions.  And  of  course, 
according  to  this  concept  there  is  no  possibility  of  the  indigenous' 
capability  of  understanding  the  complexity  of  the  national  judicial  system, 
or  directing  themselves  toward  authority  in  matters  that  concern  them;  even 
less  exists  the  possibility  of  them  questioning  that  authority  or  denouncing 
the  actions  that  violate  their  individual  guarantees  and  their  fundamental 
rights . 

Therefore,  the  formation  of  this  kind  of  indigenous  subjects  harms  the 
interests  of  those  who  are  favored  by  the  dominance  of  the  traditional 
concept  of  the  indigenous,  and  now  the  work  of  the  Committee  and  of  the 
tzeltal  promoters  is  being  sharply  attacked  from  the  highest  levels  of 
government.  The  recent  detention  of  our  colleague  Luis  Menendez  Medina  and 
the  four  tzeltal  human  rights  promoters,  Fidelino  Cruz  Mendoza,  Andres 
Guitierrez  Hernandez,  Manuel  Perez  Hernandez  and  Miguel  Hernandez  Perez,  who 
have  four  years  of  experience  in  the  training  in,  reflection  on  and  practice 
of  the  promotion  and  defense  of  their  rights  is  resounding  evidence  of  this 
and  unacceptable  from  any  point  of  view.  In  the  face  of  the  internal 
contradictions  of  a system  of  dominance  that  is  ending,  questioned  and 
denounced  by  those  upon  whom  its  weight  has  fallen,  (unreadable).  The 
intention  of  the  attack  is  clear:  it  is  directed  toward  the  only  subjects 
that  in  this  region  are  capable  of  limiting  its  power  by  legal  means  and 
demanding  that  Authority  serve  the  function  for  which  it  exists. 

The  Fray  Pedro  Lorenzo  de  la  Nada  Human  Rights  Committee 
ENLACE  CIVIL  A.C. 

Calle  Ignacio  Allende  4 

29200  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas 

CHIAPAS -MEXICO 

Tel  y fax:  (52)  967-82104 

e-mail : enlacecivil@laneta .apc.org 

CONSULTA  NUESTRA  PAGINA  ELECTRONICA  CON  INFORMACION  NUEVA  CADA  15  DIAS 
http: //www. laneta . ape . org/enlacecivil 

"RE : Nuxalk  Nation  Support  NYM  BCTC  Occupation"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Apr  1998  17:34:03  -0500  (EST) 

From:  riwaasa@indiana.edu 

Sub j : Nuxalk  Nation  Support  NYM  BCTC  Occupation  (fwd) 

UUCP  email 

NUXALK  NATION  GOVERNMENT:  HOUSE  OF  SMAYUSTA 

"First  of  all  we  would  like  to  acknowledge  the  Creator,  Tatau,  through 
Manakays,  the  Great  Spirit  for  all  he  has  provided  since  the  beginning  of 
time  and  continues  to  provide  today." 

Yaw  Smalmo! 


Hello  to  the  NATIVE  YOUTH  MOVEMENT  from  everyone  here  at  the  House  of 


Smayusta  in  Nuxalk  Territory.  The  Hereditary  Chiefs,  Elders,  and  people  of 
Nuxalk  send  you  the  strength  and  spirit  of  our  ancestors.  Our  Spirits  are 
very  uplifted  and  we  send  our  prayers  of  support  to  the  stand  that  you  all 
have  taken  at  the  "BC  Treaty  Commission"  office  in  Vancouver.  May  you  all 
continue  to  carry  the  Wisdom,  Courage  and  Strength  of  our  elders.  It  is 
our  youth  that  will  carry  on  all  that  has  been  bestowed  to  us. 

It  is  very  encouraging  and  motivating  that  the  Voice  of  our  youth  from 
many  of  our  nations  continue  to  uphold  our  Tradition  and  Culture  against 
the  manipulation  of  the  "Canadian"  government.  The  so-called  process  of 
the  Treaty  Commission  attempts  to  take  away  all  that  identifies  our 
people.  We  maintain  the  position  of  sovereignty  here  in  Nuxalk.  We  all 
possess  the  responsibility  and  obligation  to  protect  and  be  the  voice  for 
those  who  cannot  speak  for  themselves;  the  land,  trees,  bears,  eagles, 
ravens,  moose,  deer,  salmon,  killer  whales,  creeks,  rivers  and  valleys; 

All  the  great  gifts  that  have  been  given  to  our  people  by  people.  Neither 
the  "Canadian"  federal,  or  "British  Columbian"  provincial  governments  can 
define  who  we  are  as  First  Nations  people. 

The  injustices  that  have  been  placed  on  our  people  by  the  implementation 
of  this  foreign  government  is  becoming  aware  internationally  all  over  the 
world.  We  hold  our  hands  up  to  you  with  honor  and  pride  for  it  is 
collectively  we  stand  together. 

For  the  future  of  our  children,  grandchildren,  and  those  yet  unborn! 

WAY!  Hereditary  Chiefs,  Elders,  And  People  of  Nuxalk  Nation. 

House  of  Smayusta  - PO  Box  8,  Bella  Coola,  BC  VOT-ICO 

"RE : NYM:  Interior  Six  Nations  Alliance"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Apr  1998  11:40:34  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Interior  Six  Nations  Alliance  re:  NYM 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

Interior  Six  Nations  Alliance  re:  NYM  To:  Native  Youth  Movement 
From:  Interior  Six  Nations  Alliance 
Re:  British  Columbia  Treaty  Process 

It  has  come  to  our  attention  that  you  have  occupied  the  offices  of  the 
British  Columbia  Treaty  Commission  (BCTC),  in  order  to  bring  attention  to 
your  concerns  regarding  the  so-called  "Treaty  Process".  We  want  you  to 
know  that  you  are  not  alone.  We  share  your  concerns  about  the  process  that 
the  federal  and  provincial  governments  are  trying  to  pass  off  as 
"Treaty-Making".  In  our  view,  as  of  December  11,  1997,  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Canada  through  their  recent  Delgamuukw  decision,  rendered  the  BCTC 
process  illegal. 

The  Interior  Six  Nations  Alliance  supports  post-Delgamuukw  discussions 
with  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  regarding  the  affirmation  and 
accommodation  of  our  aboriginal  title,  not  the  "surrender  and  grant-back" 
approach  which  the  BCTC  is  mandated  to  facilitate.  The  Interior  Six 
Nations  Alliance  also  supports  an  open  and  transparent  approach  which 
involves  our  peoples  in  any  decision  making  involving  our  aboriginal 
title.  This  is  unlike  the  current  'behind  closed  door'  tripartite 
consultations  taking  place  between  the  First  Nations  Summit  and  the 
Governments  of  Canada  and  British  Columbia  to  try  and  impose  "province 
wide"  policies. 

You  can  rest  assured  that  we  will  not  be  involved  in,  or  support  any 
process,  which  does  not  include  our  peoples  from  the  communities.  It  is 
our  peoples,  hunters,  fishers,  our  harvesters,  whose  livelihood  depends  on 
maintaining  our  aboriginal  title  through  sustained  use  of  our  lands  and 
resources,  for  not  only  your  generation,  but  for  future  generations.  We 
need  a process  addressing  aboriginal  title  which  is  designed  to  be  from 
the  ground  up,  not  a "top  down"  approach  like  the  BCTC  process,  which  does 
not  affirm  or  accommodate  our  aboriginal  title. 

We  encourage  you  to  continue  to  raise  your  concerns  about  your  future, 
with  your  families,  communities  and  Nations. 

As  the  Indigenous  Nations  in  the  south  central  interior  of  BC,  we  offer 


any  type  of  practical  support  we  can  provide  to  assist  you  in  your  present 
situation,  please  let  us  know  if  we  can  be  of  any  assistance.  If  you  would 
like  to  meet  and  discuss  these  matters  further,  please  let  us  know. 
Kustemc, 

Chief  Arthur  Manuel 

Spokesperson  - Interior  Six  Nations  Alliance 


The  Native  Youth  Movement's  ongoing  occupation  of  the  Vancouver  Offices  of 
the  BC  Treaty  Commission  will  likely  be  the  subject  of  a Court  Order 
Application  tomorrow  morning  (Tuesday,  April  21,  1998). 

"We  repeat  that  our  only  demand  of  the  BC  Treaty  Con-mission  is  to  STOP 
THE  PROCESS"  - NYM  For  more  Info:  (604)  977-1510  (pager) 

NDP  Premier  of  BC  Glen  Clark:  premier@gov.bc.ca 

No  to  the  BC  Treaty  Con-mission:  info@bctreaty.net 

Hands  off  the  Native  Youth  Movement  - Defend  Indigenous  Sovereignty! 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : LiL'Wat  Support  NYM"  

Date:  Tue,  21  Apr  1998  10:23:57  EDT 
From:  riwaasa@indiana.edu 

Sub j : LiL'Wat  Support  NYM  BC  Treaty  Commission  Occupation  (fwd) 

UUCP  email 

LiL'Wat  Estken  - 1911  Declaration .. .We  claim  that  we  are  the  rightful 
OWNERS  of  our  Tribal  Territories,  and  EVERYTHING  PERTAINING  thereto... 

URGENT!!  TO:  THE  NATIVE  YOUTH  MOVEMENT 
FROM:  PEOPLE  OF  THE  LIL'WAT  NATION 

We  commend  you  all  brothers  and  sisters,  for  your  stand  and  determination 
to  put  a stop  to  the  "TREATY  MAKING  PROCESS".  As  the  future  leaders  of 
your  nation,  you  have  not  been  given  any  say  or  input  as  to  what  will 
become  of  your  nation.  The  children  yet  unborn  do  not  have  a say! ! The 
"TREATY  MAKING  PROCESS"  is  helping  the  British  Columbia  and  Canadian 
governments  legalize  their  thefts  of  our  lands  and  resources. 

While  the  so-called  democrats  and  leaders  of  THE  SYSTEM  live  in  comfort 
and  luxury  our  people  barely  live  in  THIRD  WORLD  conditions.  Our  people 
continue  to  be  criminalized  when  they  make  a stand  and  raise  their  voices. 
It  is  beyond  time;  TIME  FOR  TRUTH,  TIME  FOR  RESPECT  FOR  ALL  OUR  PEOPLES  OF 
OUR  MANY  NATIONS.  (The  UN  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  marks  its 
50th  anniversary  year,  signed  December  10th,  1948j  written  by  John 
Humphrey  a Canadian . (Van . Sun,  April  18,  1998  Douglas  Todd)  CANADA  IS  A 
SIGNATORY  IN  THE  UNITED  NATIONS  FOR  HUMAN  RIGHTS,  YET  THEY  CONTINUE  TO 
IGNORE  US. 

BC  IS  UNCEDED  LAND,  WE  HAVE  NOT  SOLD,  WE  DO  NOT  WANT  TO  SELL. 

WE  HAVE  INHERENT  RIGHTS  AS  NATURAL  INHABITANTS. 

WE  HOLD  JURISDICTION,  IN  EACH  OF  OUR  TERRITORIES. 

WE  WILL  NOT  BE  EXTINGUISHED 

THE  RULE  OF  LAW  has  yet  to  be  addressed,  and  the  Canadians  do  not  abide  by 
their  own  LAWS.  Where  is  their  honour  and  integrity????? 

All  My  Relations! 

Free  Spirits 

LAHALUS 

estken@direct 

PO  BOX  208.  Mount  Currie.  BC  VON  2K0  Ph/Fax  (604)  894-6095 


At  this  time  the  NYM  occupation  is  continuing.  NYM  has  said  they  will 
continue  their  occupation  in  protest  of  the  BC  Treaty  Process.  A rally  in 
support  will  begin  April  20th  at  10:00  AM  in  front  of  1155  West  Pender 
offices  of  the  BCTC.  A press  conference  by  NYM  is  also  scheduled.  For 


further  info  re:  NYM  at  the  BCTC  at  (604)  490-5312  Monty  Joseph  or  Dave 
Dennis  or  pager  (604)  977-1510 

"We  repeat  that  our  only  demand  of  the  BCTC  is  to  STOP  THE  PROCESS!":  NYM 

— "RE:  NYM  Occupation  Ends"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Apr  1998  21:51:46  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub  j : NYM:"BC  is  Indian  Land!" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NATIVE  SIT-IN  ENDS  WITH  CO-OPERATION 

Vancouver  Province,  April  22,  1998,  by  Suzanne  Fournier 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  Native  Youth  Movement's  five-day  occupation  of  the  BC  Treaty 
Commission  office  ended  last  night  when  Vancouver  police  arrested  14 
protesters.  Police  were  acting  on  the  enforcement  order  of  an  injunction 
requiring  the  NYM  to  vacate  the  building.  Insp.  Espo  Kajander  said  no 
damage  had  been  done  to  the  second-floor  office  at  1155  W.  Pender  St.  and 
described  the  forcible  removal  of  the  protesters  as  "a  very  co-operative 
operation"  in  which  police  permitted  a ceremonial  blessing  involving 
sweet-grass . 

Four  of  the  14  protesters  are  juveniles  and  were  taken  to  a youth 
detention  centre.  The  rest,  seven  men  and  three  women  were  taken  to  jail 
and  will  appear  today  in  BC  Supreme  Court  for  contempt  of  a court  order. 
"Once  I explained  to  them  what  occurs  after  the  order  is  read,  they  were 
very  co-operative,"  said  Kajander.  "There  was  one  lady.  Rose  [Caldwell], 
that  co-operated  with  us  and  accompanied  each  one  of  the  arrested  people 
down  and  blessed  them  as  they  left."  About  20  protesters  already  had  left 
the  office  willingly  after  hearing  the  enforcement  order.  The  14  arrested 
protesters  chanted  slogans  as  they  were  taken  to  a police  bus  for 
transport  to  jail:  "BC  is  Indian  land"  and  "We  are  young  but  we're  not 
stupid . " 

"This  occupation  has  definitely  created  a forum  for  the  growing  opposition 
to  the  BC  treaty  process,  especially  among  native  youth,  who  are  going  to 
be  demanding  answers,"  said  NYM  spokesman  David  Dennis.  "Aboriginal  youth 
are  in  the  majority  now  and  our  numbers  are  growing.  We  don't  want  to  pay 
the  huge  bills  our  leaders  are  running  up  to  negotiate  treaties  we  don't 
want  on  our  land."  The  BCTC  said  it  will  be  "business  as  usual"  today. 
"There's  a lot  of  First  Nations  that  are  pretty  unhappy  our  office  has 
been  closed." 


Letters  to  the  Province  - mailto:provedpg@pacpress.southam.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

- "RE:  NYM  Goes  Free!  Prosecution  No-show"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Apr  1998  20:10:26  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : NYM  Goes  Free!  Prosecution  No-show 

: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
April  23,  1998  No  Copyright;  Reproduce  Freely 


NO  PROSECUTION  - IIUDGE  ORDERS  NYM  PROTESTERS  FREED 

Occupied  Salish  Territory  Vancouver  - Members  of  the  Native  Youth 
Movement,  making  their  first  appearance  in  BC  Supreme  Court  yesterday 
after  their  arrest  and  jailing  for  a 5 day  occupation  of  offices  of  the  BC 
Treaty  Commission  (BCTC),  were  unexpectedly  freed  and  had  charges 
dismissed  when  the  Crown  failed  to  appear. 

Despite  several  recesses  by  they  court  to  try  and  resolve  the  matter 
subsequent  to  a Wednesday  9:30  AM  hearing,  by  the  afternoon  the  crown  had 
still  not  appeared  and  the  presiding  judge  was  forced  to  release  all  NYM 
prisoners.  The  NYM  had  occupied  the  BCTC  in  protest  over  "the  fraud  and 
embezzlement  of  our  lands"  being  jointly  conducted  by  the  BCTC  and 
"so-called  native  leaders"  which  NYM  charged  were  negotiating  without  the 
informed  consent  of  Native  Youth. 

"We  say  the  BC  Treaty  process  is  fraudulent  and  corrupt.  The  land  is  ours 
and  we  are  not  going  to  settle  for  anything  else."  NYM 
More  information  on  the  BCTC: 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/switlo. html 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt .html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Letters  about  "Ghost  Dance""  

Date:  Mon,  27  Apr  1998  12:10:30  -0500 

From:  Mike  Two  Florses  at  the  office  <wanagi@eagle.cc.ukans.edu> 

Sub j : Letters  about  "Ghost  Dance" 

UUCP  email 

Folks, 

I've  written  to  the  two  state  taxing  agencies  that  would  be  most  likely  to 
deal  with  the  bogus  "Ghost  Dance"  being  conducted  by  Robert  "Ghost  Wolf." 

The  two  letters,  one  to  the  Montana  Department  of  Revenue  and  the  other  to 
Washington  state's  Revenue  agency,  are  reprinted  below.  If  anyone  wishes 
to  use  these  letters  in  contacting  officials  of  state  or  tribal 
governments,  please  feel  free  to  do  so. 
mth 

<><><><><> 

April  27,  1998 
State  of  Washington 
Department  of  Revenue 
4407  North  Division 
Suite  300 
PO  Box  7248 
Spokane  WA  99207-0248 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

I'm  writing  because  I am  concerned  about  an  event  which  is  going 
to  take  place  in  Montana  this  summer.  I believe  that  the  event  is  a 
for-profit  event  that  is  going  to  be  held  by  an  organization  claiming 
surreptitious  501(c)(3)  non-profit  organization  status  in  Washington  state. 

The  event  is  being  called  "The  Ghost  Dance  - 1998"  and  will  occur  the 
weekend  of  August  5-8,  1998  (please  see  enclosed  flyer) . It  is  being 
presented  by: 

Wolf  Lodge  Cultural  Foundation 
P.  0.  Box  10196 
Spokane  WA  99209 
(509)465-1606 
Fax:  466-8072 

This  entity  claims  to  be  a non-profit  organization  entitled  to  501(c)(3) 
status;  it  is  my  contention  that  this  group  is  perpetrating  a 
thinly-disguised  scam  on  so-called  "new  agers"  using  abstracted  American 
Indian  cultural  property.  The  group's  founder  calls  himself  "Robert  Ghost 


Wolf"  and  claims  to  be  of  Native  American  ancestry.  However,  that  claim 
has  been  challenged  over  the  past  5 years  by  members  of  the  Rosebud  Sioux 
Tribe  of  Indians  of  South  Dakota,  members  of  the  Colville  Unified  Tribes 
and  the  Spokane  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Washington,  and  by  other  tribal 
members  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

The  issue  I'm  raising  here,  however,  directly  addresses  this  group's 
claim  as  a non-profit  organization.  As  you  will  see  in  the  flyer  and  on 
the  registration  form,  the  so-called  "Ghost  Dance"  being  held  this  summer 
requires  a "donation"  of  $110  per  adult  and  a $40  "donation"  for  each 
additional  child  after  the  first.  However,  you  will  note  on  the 
registration  form  that  it  is  not  at  all  clear  what  this  "donation"  pays 
for,  since  participants  will  be  required  to  provide  their  own  food  and  will 
sleep  in  tents  (see  highlighted  paragraph).  The  registration  form  also 
suggests  that  such  work  as  is  necessary  to  keep  the  encampment  functional 
will  also  be  the  responsibility  of  participants. 

Taking  this  language  into  consideration,  I would  suggest  that  the  bulk 
of  the  monies  collected  for  this  event  are  going  to  be  going  into  "Wolf 
Lodge's"  coffers,  and  probably  more  likely  into  the  pockets  of  the  man  who 
calls  himself  "Robert  Ghost  Wolf." 

I would  like  to  courteously  request  that  the  Washington  Department  of 
Revenue  look  into  this  matter  carefully. 

I would  also  like  to  be  forthcoming  about  the  reasons  for  my  objections  to 
this  event's  occurrence.  I am  a member  of  the  Rosebud  Sioux,  and  am  also 
personally  acquainted  with  "Robert  Ghost  Wolf,"  having  met  him  when  he 
resided  on  Orcas  Island  in  northwestern  Puget  Sound,  Washington,  and  having 
attended  one  of  his  seminars  to  check  it  out.  His  "medicine  show"  consists 
of  a melange  of  abstracted  Lakota  and  other  American  Indian  ceremonial  and 
cultural  property  and  new-age  pseudo-shamanism.  Whenever  this  man  has  been 
questioned  by  Indian  people  regarding  his  tribal  affiliation  and  family, 
he  asks  the  Indian  people  to  leave  and  his  followers  escort  those  people 
away,  yet  he  continues  to  claim  to  be  of  Native  American  descent. 

As  a Lakota  person,  I am  painfully  aware  of  the  damage  that  so-called  "new 
agers"  and  "wannabees"  do  to  public  appreciation  of  our  cultural  heritage 
by  misconstruing  and  misrepresenting  it.  Persons  such  as  "Ghost  Wolf" 
carry  this  damage  further  by  scamming  unwitting  non-Indians  for  profit. 
Despite  the  claim  of  non-profit  status,  this  organization  has  provided 
"Ghost  Wolf"  with  a living  while  being  based  on  cultural  theft.  It  is  my 
great  concern  that  the  scheduled  "Ghost  Dance"  will  line  this  man's  pockets 
further  at  the  expense  of  both  American  Indian  cultures  and,  in  Barnum's 
words,  the  "suckers  born  every  minute." 

Thank  you  for  your  attention  to  this  matter.  Please  do  not  hesitate  to 
contact  me  if  I can  provide  further  information. 

<><><><><><><><> 

April  27,  1998 
State  of  Montana 
Department  of  Revenue 
P.0  Box  202701 
Helena  MT  59620-2701 

To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

I'm  writing  because  I am  concerned  about  an  event  which  is  going 
to  take  place  in  Montana  this  summer.  I believe  that  the  event  is  a 
for-profit  event  that  is  going  to  be  held  by  an  organization  claiming 
surreptitious  501(c)(3)  non-profit  organization  status  in  Washington  state. 

The  event  is  being  called  "The  Ghost  Dance  - 1998"  and  will  occur  the 
weekend  of  August  5-8,  1998  (please  see  enclosed  flyer) . It  is  being 
presented  by: 

Wolf  Lodge  Cultural  Foundation 
P.  0.  Box  10196 
Spokane  WA  99209 
(509)465-1606 
Fax:  466-8072 

This  entity  claims  to  be  a non-profit  organization  entitled  to  501(c)(3) 
status;  it  is  my  contention  that  this  group  is  perpetrating  a 
thinly-disguised  scam  on  so-called  "new  agers"  using  abstracted  American 


Indian  cultural  property.  The  group's  founder  calls  himself  "Robert  Ghost 
Wolf"  and  claims  to  be  of  Native  American  ancestry.  However,  that  claim 
has  been  challenged  over  the  past  5 years  by  members  of  the  Rosebud  Sioux 
Tribe  of  Indians  of  South  Dakota,  members  of  the  Colville  Unified  Tribes 
and  the  Spokane  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Washington,  and  by  other  tribal 
members  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

The  issue  I'm  raising  here,  however,  directly  addresses  this  group's 
claim  as  a non-profit  organization.  As  you  will  see  in  the  flyer  and  on 
the  registration  form,  the  so-called  "Ghost  Dance"  being  held  this  summer 
requires  a "donation"  of  $110  per  adult  and  a $40  "donation"  for  each 
additional  child  after  the  first.  However,  you  will  note  on  the 
registration  form  that  it  is  not  at  all  clear  what  this  "donation"  pays 
for,  since  participants  will  be  required  to  provide  their  own  food  and  will 
sleep  in  tents  (see  highlighted  paragraph).  The  registration  form  also 
suggests  that  such  work  as  is  necessary  to  keep  the  encampment  functional 
will  also  be  the  responsibility  of  participants. 

Taking  this  language  into  consideration,  I would  suggest  that  the  bulk 
of  the  monies  collected  for  this  event  are  going  to  be  going  into  "Wolf 
Lodge's"  coffers,  and  probably  more  likely  into  the  pockets  of  the  man  who 
calls  himself  "Robert  Ghost  Wolf." 

I would  like  to  courteously  request  that  the  Washington  Department  of 
Revenue  look  into  this  matter  carefully. 

I would  also  like  to  be  forthcoming  about  the  reasons  for  my  objections  to 
this  event's  occurrence.  I am  a member  of  the  Rosebud  Sioux,  and  am  also 
personally  acquainted  with  "Robert  Ghost  Wolf,"  having  met  him  when  he 
resided  on  Orcas  Island  in  northwestern  Puget  Sound,  Washington,  and  having 
attended  one  of  his  seminars  to  check  it  out.  His  "medicine  show"  consists 
of  a melange  of  abstracted  Lakota  and  other  American  Indian  ceremonial  and 
cultural  property  and  new-age  pseudo-shamanism.  Whenever  this  man  has  been 
questioned  by  Indian  people  regarding  his  tribal  affiliation  and  family, 
he  asks  the  Indian  people  to  leave  and  his  followers  escort  those  people 
away,  yet  he  continues  to  claim  to  be  of  Native  American  descent. 

As  a Lakota  person,  I am  painfully  aware  of  the  damage  that  so-called  "new 
agers"  and  "wannabees"  do  to  public  appreciation  of  our  cultural  heritage 
by  misconstruing  and  misrepresenting  it.  Persons  such  as  "Ghost  Wolf" 
carry  this  damage  further  by  scamming  unwitting  non-Indians  for  profit. 
Despite  the  claim  of  non-profit  status,  this  organization  has  provided 
"Ghost  Wolf"  with  a living  while  being  based  on  cultural  theft.  It  is  my 
great  concern  that  the  scheduled  "Ghost  Dance"  will  line  this  man's  pockets 
further  at  the  expense  of  both  American  Indian  cultures  and,  in  Barnum's 
words,  the  "suckers  born  every  minute." 

Thank  you  for  your  attention  to  this  matter.  Please  do  not  hesitate  to 
contact  me  if  I can  provide  further  information. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Tribal  Law  & Government  Center 
University  of  Kansas  School  of  Law 
312  Green  Hall 
Lawrence,  Kansas  66045 
(785)864-3925 

"RE : Cherokee  Gathering"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Apr  1998  10:39:03  -0400 
From:  *No-qui-si*  <1DAYSTAR@W0RLDNET.ATT.NET > 

Sub j : Cherokee  Gathering 

UUCP  email 

Cherokee  people,  and  the  other  East  Coast  nations  that  I am  familiar  with, 
did  not  have  a tradition  of  pow-wows.  It  is  something  that  definitely  came 
from  out  west,  as  you  can  see  by  much  of  the  clothing  that  was  adopted  and 
is  still  being  worn  at  many  of  the  pow-wows. 

The  bustles,  the  occasional  War  bonnet,  and  now  even  the  grass  dancers 
just  have  no  connection  to  the  Eastern  Woodlands  or  the  mountain  country. 

At  Eastern  Pow-wows,  it  is  quite  common  for  the  Head  Dancers  MC's  and 


Drums  to  be  Lakota,  Cheyenne,  or  from  other  Western  Nations.  If  the 
drummers  are  Eastern,  they  usually  play  Western  songs. 

The  large  drum,  with  the  beat  that  resounds  in  our  hearts,  did  not  exist 
for  us.  Most  drums  were  hand-held  - rattles  were  equally  as  important  as 
drums,  and  were  shaken  by  women.  Many  songs  were  accompanied  solely  by 
rattles,  with  no  drum  at  all. 

Most  "pow-wows",  even  on  Eastern  reservations,  follow  this  Plains-style, 
or  Pan  Indian  format,  except  for  certain  Iroquois  events,  which  they  term 
"socials"  and  not  pow-wows,  anyway. 

Cherokees  had  a Council  House,  and  a dance  square.  Our  dances  were  held 
in  a regular  schedule,  and  were  connected  to  ceremonies;  mainly 
agricultural  or  dealing  with  war,  or  the  "little  war"  the  Cherokee  ball 
game.  Most  dances  enacted  these  themes,  or  were  based  on  the  movements  of 
certain  animals.  In  many  of  these  dances  men  and  women  danced  side  by  side 
or  facing  each  other.  Women  did  not  have  to  wear  shawls  to  dance. 

Most  dances  went  from  evening  till  dawn,  and  not  during  the  day  like 
todays  pow-wows.  Outdoors  dances  were  around  a fire,  indoor  dances  were 
around  the  mortar  and  pestle,  Selu,  Corn  Mother's  symbol,  our  women's 
symbol.  Non-Indians  were  not  invited  to  the  sacred  square;  and  those 
without  clans  had  no  where  to  sit  in  the  Council  House. 

The  acceptance  of  today's  "pow-wow"  is  a mixed  blessing.  It  offers  those 
of  us  who  are  away  from  the  reservation  one  of  the  few  opportunities  to 
socialized  with  large  groups  of  our  Native  People;  it  raises  funds  for 
many  good  causes.  But  it  also  spreads  a certain  stereotype  of  Indians  all 
being  alike,  wearing  and  eating  the  same  things,  dancing  the  same  way,  and 
with  the  same  generic  "Indian  Spirituality".  There  is  also  the  element  of 
sometimes  feeling  on  display,  of  performing.  And  the  idea  of  dance  as  a 
way  of  competition,  dancing  "to  win  out  over"  other  dancers,  to  be  "the 
best",  or  for  those  who  want  to  dance  to  "be  carded,  show  proof",  this  is 
something  our  ancestors  never  dreamed  of. 

*Noquisi* 


"RE : Visiting  The  Pueblos"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Apr  98  04:42:04  -0000 
From:  Ben  Goodman  <petunia@primenet . com> 

Sub j : Coyote  Creek  Newsletter 

Coyote  Creek  Southwestern  Products:  Newsletter 
April  11,  1998 

A free  newsletter  about  American  Indian  culture,  history,  and  arts  and 
crafts  of  the  American  Southwest.  If  you  get  it,  you  subscribed  to  it. 

If  you  wish  to  cancel  your  subscription  send  email  to  ben@coyotecreek.com 
saying  so. 

We  welcome  comments  and  suggestions.  Please  do  not  hesitate  to  drop  us  a 
note  or  give  us  a call.  Your  email  address  is  never  sold,  rented,  leased, 
loaned  or  otherwise  given  out-even  if  we're  starving!  Of  course,  if  you 
would  just  keep  buying  stuff,  we  wouldn't  have  to  worry  about  starving 
quite  so  much  : ) . 

We  also  welcome  submitted  articles,  book  reviews  and  opinions. 

Please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  us. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Visiting  The  Pueblos:  Etiquette 

As  the  vacation  season  approaches  many  of  us  will  plan  a vacation  to  the 
pueblos  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  If  you  are  considering  such  a trip 
there  a few  things  you  need  to  be  aware  of  before  you  go. 

Have  you  ever  been  in  a public  place  and  encountered  a group  of  tourists 
from  another  country?  Usually  those  groups  of  tourists  are  very  polite  and 
quiet,  but  on  occasion  you  see  a group  that  is  loud  and  insensitive  to  the 
way  we  do  things  here. 

Naturally,  most  of  the  people  in  these  groups  are  well  intentioned,  just 
unaware  of  our  customs.  Different  cultures  have  different  behavioral 
expectations.  Unless  you  know  what  these  expectations  are,  it's  easy  to 
come  off  looking  like  an  insensitive  lout. 


Here  are  some  guidelines  to  keep  in  mind  when  visiting  the  pueblos, 
whether  during  a religious  ceremony,  a feast  day,  an  arts  and  crafts  show 
or  just  a visit  to  see  some  friends. 

1.  Before  entering  a pueblo,  you  will  usually  find  a sign  stating  a few 
rules  for  visitors.  Read  the  sign.  You  won't  see  that  many  signs  on  pueblo 
visits.  It  will  pay  to  read  the  ones  you  do  see. 

2.  Don't  take  pictures  or  make  drawings  of  anything.  Sometimes  you  can 
purchase  a photography  permit,  sometimes  you  can't.  Find  out  before  you 
take  or  draw  any  pictures.  Even  if  you  have  a permit  be  sure  to  ask  before 
photographing  any  people  that  will  be  identifiable  in  the  picture. 

Many  people  are  baffled  by  this  policy  about  picture  taking.  Dust  think 
about  it.  How  would  you  like  people  taking  your  picture,  pictures  of  your 
house,  church,  kids,  etc.,  on  a daily  basis?  You'd  probably  get  tired  of 
it  pretty  quickly!  What's  worse,  many  of  us  don't  recognize  a Native 
American  religious  ceremony  when  we  see  one.  Would  you  like  somebody 
standing  up  in  the  middle  of  an  important  religious  ceremony  in  your 
church,  synagogue  or  mosque  and  popping  off  a few  high  powered  flash 
shots? 

3.  At  a pueblo  the  rooms  are  usually  either  peoples  houses  or  a kiva.  A 
kiva  is  a place  of  importance  in  the  religious  life  of  the  pueblo  and 
strangers  are  not  welcome.  Don't  go  in  buildings  unless  you  are  invited. 
Even  on  a building  that  might  have  a "pottery  for  sale"  sign  in  the  window 
you  should  knock  first.  Remember,  it's  probably  someone's  house.  Some 
pueblos  have  stores  in  them,  most  notably  the  Taos  pueblo.  If  it's  obvious 
the  building  is  a place  of  business  then  of  course  you  may  go  in 
unannounced . 

4.  Don't  bring  alcohol  to  the  pueblo.  It's  against  the  law  in  most  places. 

5.  Dances  are  religious  in  nature.  Don't  talk  to  individuals  doing  a 
dance.  Don't  ask  questions  of  the  Indians  sitting  next  to  you.  Dust  watch 
and  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  observe  a different  culture.  Oh,  don't 
clap  when  the  dance  is  over. 

Native  American  religions  are  generally  nonprosylitizing.  In  other  words 
they  don't  go  out  and  try  to  convert  people  to  their  religion.  They 
really  don't  want  you  to  "see  the  light."  They  also  do  not  like  to  answer 
questions  about  their  religion.  Many  people  will  go  out  of  their  way  to  be 
polite  if  you  are  overly  nosy  but  others  will  answer  your  questions  with 
stony  silence,  or  worse.  Don't  be  pushy,  be  a good  observer. 

Many  of  the  Hopi  villages  have  recently  closed  to  all  non-Indian 
visitors  during  their  spring  and  summer  dances.  This  happened  recently  and 
is  a bit  of  a change.  The  Hopi  are  traditionally  the  most  private  of  the 
pueblos  and  they  have  been  plagued  with  non-Indians  stealing  prayer 
bundles  and  various  other  religious  objects  and  generally  being  obnoxious 
during  dances.  If  you  a are  planning  a trip  to  Hopi  this  summer  remember 
the  changes  in  their  policy. 

One  village  will  remain  open  to  visitors.  That  village  is  Moenkopi.  If 
you  are  planning  a trip  to  Hopi,  it's  a good  idea  to  find  out  what  the 
current  policies  are  before  you  get  there.  Call  1-520-734-2441,  extension 
106.  Please  be  on  your  best  behavior  if  you  visit.  Even  without  the 
dances  being  open  the  Hopi  villages  are  still  great  places  to  visit! 

6.  Keep  your  children  with  you  and  keep  them  under  control. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Apr  1998  23:14:49  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 


Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please  e-mail 
Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for  giving  this 
list  a home  on  the  web. 

James,  Charles  P 
#284-382 
PO  Box  1812 
Marion,  OH  43301 
Date  of  Birth:  3/4/55 
Ancestry:  Lakota  / Cherokee 

loan,  Robert  Richard 
#194-728 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/30/55 
Ancestry:  Seneca 

Jones,  Richard  Oscar 
#283-994 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  7/11/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly.  If 
your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice.  Inquire 
about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can  help  you  with 
this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved,  please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily  banned 
may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Jett,  Alan  Lee 
#143-205 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/1/50 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Johnson,  Chad  A. 
#288-594 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  11/6/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Jones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"OJ"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Tue,  21  Apr  1998  19:19:54  -0400 

Sub j : HISTORY  - A HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO  - CARLISLE  - WEEK  51 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STJOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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IN  THE  APRIL  RAINY  WEATHER. 


Some  nice  little  frogs  moved  into  a pool 
In  the  April  rainy  weather; 

And  they  straightway  started  a singing  school. 
And  sang  all  night,  though  the  air  was  cool. 

In  the  April  rainy  weather,  -- 
Solos  or  all  together. 

And  their  song  seemed  all  about  the  spring 
And  the  coming  of  sweet  May  weather; 

And  happy  the  children  who  heard  them  sing. 

For  they  knew  their  song  was  sign  of  spring. 
And  their  hearts  were  light  as  a feather 
In  the  April  rainy  weather. 


AN  INDIAN  GIRL  WHO  BECAME  USEFUL  TWO  GENERATIONS  AGO. 


The  following  letter  from  the  wife  of  Col.  R.  Cromer,  of  Logansport, 
Ind.,  is  interesting  in  its  revelations. 

Had  all  the  little  Indian  girls  of  the  period  mentioned  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  have  been  left  in  the  woods,  to  be  picked  up  by 
civilized  people,  and  had  they  been  served  in  the  same  way  as  the  little 
girl  of  the  story,  the  Indian  of  today  would  be  like  the  rest  of 
civilized  America,  and  there  would  be  no  need  of  a Carlisle,  a Lawrence, 
or  a Genoa. 

The  Letter. 

DEAR  BOYS:  I have  been  taking  your  paper  for  two  years,  and  when  I 
tell  you  who  I am  you  will  not  wonder  at  my  being  interested  in  you. 

I am  the  Granddaughter  of  Joseph  Barron,  who  in  the  early  settlement 
of  Indiana,  was  the  interpreter  for  the  Pottawottamies  and  Miamis  at 
Vincennes  and  Logansport,  Indiana. 

I was  so  glad  to  see  in  your  paper  that  there  was  enough  left  of  the 
Pottawottamies  to  have  a school. 

My  mother  has  often  said  to  me: 

"I  am  afraid  that  those  two  tribes  of  Indians  will  soon  be  wiped  off 
the  earth!"  and  she  has  often  told  me  how  she  went  in  the  house,  and 
sat  down  and  cried  when  they  were  all  taken  away  west  of  the 
Mississippi . 

They  feared  Grandfather  but  loved  him,  too. 

There  was  one  Indian  who  would  not  go  west. 

His  name  was  Swagauh. 

His  wife  was  dead  and  his  little  girl,  two  years  old,  was  found 
sitting  in  the  woods,  one  day,  crying. 

Grandmother  tried  to  persuade  her  to  go  with  her,  but  she  would  not 
at  first. 

Finally  she  consented,  and  lived  with  her  until  Grandmother ' s death. 

My  mother  has  often  told  me  how  kind  she  was  to  Grandma  during  her 
sickness . 

After  her  death,  Nancy  Swagauh  (that  was  her  name,)  lived  with  my 
mother  and  at  our  house. 

She  learned  to  be  a nice  housekeeper  and  neat  sewer  and  made  all  our 
gingham  aprons. 

"She  kept  you  all  clean  and  neat  as  wax." 


GOOD  WISHES  IN  AN  OPEN  LETTER. 


CHARLES  CITY,  IA.,  Apr. 11,  '98. 

EDITOR  INDIAN  HELPER: 

The  little  INDIAN  HELPER  is  and  has  been  for  several  years  a very 
welcome  guest  to  my  home.  I could  hardly  get  along  without  it.  Much  of 
my  life  has  been  among  the  Indians.  I endorse  the  modes  adopted  by 
Capt.  Pratt,  in  his  excellent  Training  School  at  Carlisle,  as  the  very 
best  to  bring  the  Indians  into  pulse  with  the  practical  every  day 
activity  of  our  times  and  for  the  future  good  of  the  Indian  race. 

I hope,  in  the  near  future  to  visit  this  school  and  see  its  many 
interesting  features  that  have,  as  yet  come  to  me  only  through  the 
camera,  the  press,  and  personal  acquaintances  with  a few  of  the  teachers 
and  pupils. 

That  the  school  and  its  various  lines  of  work  may  long  continue  to 
educate  is  the  wish  of  one  interested  in  Indian  education. 

Yours  truly, 

Mrs.  HELEN  R.  DUNCAN. 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  PO  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


A little  bird  flew  over  from  Landenburg,  and  this  is  what  it  said: 
Lydia  Clute  is  doing  well  in  her  country  home  and  is  happy. 

lohn  Webster,  '98,  orders  his  HELPER  sent  to  Morris,  Minn.,  which 
looks  as  though  he  had  found  work  there. 

If  you  once  acquire  the  reputation  of  being  reliable  in  your  work,  it 
matters  not  how  humble  that  work  may  be,  you  may  feel  assured  there  will 
always  be  a paying  demand  for  your  services.  --[Advance. 

lohn  Miller  who  lives  at  Dolington,  in  a country  home  reports  that  on 
the  13th,  he  killed  the  largest  snakes  he  ever  before  killed.  They  were 
black  snakes  and  about  five  feet  long.  His  instrument  of  destruction  was 
a fencerail. 

Masters  Edward  Biddle  and  George  Bosler  were  out  on  Saturday.  The 
former  keeps  his  eye  open  for  new  ideas  in  the  job  line.  He  is  working 
up  a good  trade  in  town,  and  is  fast  getting  out  of  amateurdom  into 
professional  job  printing. 

Samuel  Deon,  ex-pupil,  now  of  Lower  Brule  Agency,  So.  Dakota,  is 
acting  disciplinarian  of  the  school  there,  and  also  works  at  his 
shoemaking.  He  sent  us  a nice  list  of  subscribers,  for  which  we  are 
obliged.  Samuel  was  always  good  at  getting  subscriptions  in  the  East. 

A little  Indian  girl,  originally  from  California  but  late  of  the 
Carlisle  Indian  school,  is  living  with  Mrs.  Lindsay  of  Charlestown 
(Stone  Creek).  Her  name  is  Duanita  Bibancos,  and  she  is  apparently 
about  fourteen  years  of  age.  She  is  attending  school  in  this  place,  and 
her  teacher  says  she  would  like  to  have  more  Indians,  if  all  are  as 
bright  as  Duanita.  -[Huntingdon  Monitor. 


In  a letter  addressed  to  John  Steele,  Carlisle,  Levi  Levering,  '90, 
who  is  teaching  at  the  Ft.  Hall  Indian  School,  Idaho,  says  he  likes  his 
work  very  much  among  the  Blackfeet.  He  says  if  he  is  alive  in  1900  he 
is  coming  to  visit  Carlisle.  The  Commencement  number  of  the  Red  Man 
made  him  homesick.  Philip  Lavatta,  ex-Carlisle  pupil,  is  band-master 
and  Miss  Bourassa,  '90,  is  teaching  there. 

Miss  Mary  Bailey  Seonia,  and  her  little  brother  Harry,  visited  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Collins  of  Philadelphia,  last  week.  It  was  with  Mrs.  Collins 
that  Miss  Mary  lived  for  a number  of  years  while  attending  the 
Philadelphia  public  schools.  Her  sister,  Howice,  is  now  living  with 
Mrs.  Collins,  and  goes  to  school.  Harry  remained  a few  days  with  his 
younger  sister.  Miss  Mary's  duties  as  teacher  of  No.  4 schoolroom, 
demanding  her  return. 

Electricity  was  short,  on  Monday,  and  the  laundry,  which  depends  upon 
the  Traction  Company's  power,  was  obliged  to  shut  down  on  one  of  its 
busiest  days.  The  printing-office  having  considerable  foot  power  left, 
managed  to  kick  the  presses  all  that  was  necessary  for  the  one  day. 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  May  6 00:04:36  1998 
Date:  Tue,  5 May  1998  19:14:41  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.019 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  NativeWeb,  Triballaw,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


I admit  there  are  a few  good  white  men,  but  they  bear  no  proportion  to 
the  bad;  the  bad  must  be  the  strongest  for  they  rule.  They  do  what 
they  please.  They  enslave  those  who  are  not  of  their  color,  although 
created  by  the  same  Great  Spirit  who  created  us!  They  would  make  slaves 
of  us  if  they  could,  but  as  they  cannot  do  it,  they  kill  us!  There  is 
no  faith  to  be  placed  in  their  words.  They  are  not  like  the  Indians  who 
are  only  enemies  while  at  war  and  are  friends  in  peace.  The  will  say  to 
an  Indian,  'My  friend!  My  brother!'  They  will  take  him  by  the  hand, 
and  at  the  same  moment  destroy  him." 

Pachgants,  Delaware 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

On  Monday  May  4,  1998  at  noon,  central  time,  the  cowards  that  represent 
the  United  States  government  said  "No!  Parole  Denied!"  to  Leonard  Peltier. 
We  must  do  all  we  can  to  give  the  oppressors  reason  to  reconsider  the 
ignorance  they  have  displayed  before  the  world.  Contact  the  LPSG  of 
Atlanta,  842-B  N Highland  Avenue  NE,  Atlanta,  GA  30306  phone  404-872-4213 
if  you  have  any  help  or  suggestions  how  to  rectify  this  situation. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I will  volunteer  myself  to  do  this  for  all  my  relatives.  Please  send  me 
all  information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 
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My  teacher  responded  to  the  last  issue,  as  did  an  elder.  I am  honored 
to  have  their  words  be  this  issue's  editorial. 

From  my  teacher: 

Good  work  on  WI.  I read  it  and  wondered  how  many  would  hear  the  words 
given  there  to  grow  by.  I sent  parts  of  it  to  some  elders  to  read  so  I 
expect  they'll  be  commenting. 

I was  impressed  to  see  some  coming  forth  to  challenge  and  question 
'messages'  being  posted  that  cause  hatred. 


As  an  answer  as  to  why  elders  aren't  coming  forth:  they  have,  and 
were  totally  disrespected,  as  they  predicted.  People  keep  saying  elders 
need  to  this,  elders  need  to  that;  but  do  they  protect  the  elders  when 
they  DO  stand  up?  No,  they  do  not.  Words,  merely  words. 

And  that  is  why  our  nation  is  going  down  in  a handbasket  in  a free 
fall.  People,  talk  talk  talk... and  nobody  stands  up.  I admire  this  man 
who  wrote  the  long  article  about  his  feelings.  He's  right . .they ' re 
children  and  as  such  should  be  put  to  bed,  to  quote  a grandmother. 
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From  a Lakota  elder: 

Date:  Sun,  03  May  1998  00:28:57  PDT 
From:  "Vann  Hood"  <lakota7@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Ignorance 

Gary 

I have  something  to  say  and  you  can  print  this  if  you  want. 

I have  spent  the  last  two  weeks  reading  posts  from  two  listservers  I am 
on.  I think  you  know  the  two  I speak  about.  Last  week  in  your  newspaper 
you  printed  letter  from  asking  about  elders.  I read  the  letter  and 
wanted  to  answer  that  person.  You  read  on  those  lists  comments  like, 

"kiss  my  rosy  red  rectum"  and  other  similar  lower  mentality  remarks 
being  tossed  back  and  forth  between  several  people  on  those  lists.  Do  I 
need  to  tell  you  why  elders  won't  talk? 

The  display  of  infantile  rantings  and  ravings  I have  witnessed  between 
people  who  are  obviously  in  power  plays  with  each  other,  with  no  regard 
for  what  is  best  to  help  critical  things  going  on  all  over  our 
nations,  is  not  only  sickening  but  it  is  a display  which  causes  many 
people  to  think  we've  lost  not  only  our  credibility  but  our  minds. 

What  I find  as  sad  is  there  isn't  a decent  listserver  out  there  where 
they  can  talk  and  not  have  to  read  poison  remarks  and  obscene  language. 

I have  seen  some  people  urge  it  to  be  stopped,  but  as  there  is  a history 
of  the  power  plays,  I doubt  it  will.  Is  this  the  image  we  want  projected 
to  the  world,  that  of  obviously  out  of  control  people  hating  each  other? 
For  that  is  what  is  happening. 

No  wonder  no  respectable  leaders  will  get  on  them  and  teach  the  rest  of 
us  or  share  their  thoughts.  One  thing  for  all  of  us  to  think  about  is 
that  the  rantings  and  ravings  of  a few  who  are  jockeying  for  power  is 
harming  all  of  us,  because  we  suffer  the  lack  of  those  people  who  would 
otherwise  come  forth  if  there  wasn't  so  much  of  these  crazy  people  out 
there  shooting  each  other  in  the  back. 
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A call  for  support: 

Date:  Thu,  30  Apr  1998  09:53:11  -0400 

From:  "Christine  Andre"  <thebadenoffs@email.msn.com> 

Sub j : Calling  for  Protest  Letters 

I know  you  usually  deal  with  "people"  issues,  but  I wanted  to  point  out  to 
you  a company  website  that  has  really  been  drawing  a lot  of  controversy,  and 
to  which  I and  members  of  my  sisterhood  are  protesting.  The  company  is 
called  Fox  Lake  Outfitters  in  British  Columbia,  and  they  have  a website  up 
catering  to  the  rich  bored  big-game  hunting  group  which  is  really 
disgusting.  The  ads  talk  about  "harvesting"  mountain  goats,  grizzlies, 
timber  wolves,  caribou.  As  we  are  all  related,  I was  hoping  you  would  put  a 
little  blurb  in  the  Wotanging  Ikche  newsletter  asking  for  people  to  send 
protest  letters  to  their  e-mail.  While  we  probably  can't  wipe  out  all  the 
evils,  if  they  get  enough  crummy  mail,  maybe  they'll  have  to  stop 
advertising  on  the  internet  (which  should  cut  down  their  new  business  a wee 
bit,  anyway).  It  may  be  naive,  but  every  little  bit  helps  to  get  a few  more 
voices  out  there  to  "give  'em  hell."  We  may  not  put  them  out  of  business, 
but  we  can  all  make  it  harder  for  them  to  earn  money  wiping  out  the 


foun-leggeds  in  Canada!  Their  e-mail  address  is  foxlake@greenepa.net. 
Please  ask  the  subscribers  to  write  these  people,  telling  them  to  stop  the 
killing!  Thanks  for  any  help  you  can  provide. 

Mitakuye  oyasin! 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

5.6.1976  Marvin  Two  Two  - Aim  supporter  shot  to  death  at  Pine  Ridge. 
No  investigation. 

5.9.1976  luia  Pretty  Hips  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
"unknown  assailants." 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Peltier  Support  Network 

- For  Leonard  NOW 

- News  From  Leonard's  Parole 

- San  Carlos  Commentary 

- Letter  on  San  Carlos 

- Coyotes 

- Heritage  and  Pride  About  to  Die 

- Cayuga  Nation  to  'Clean  House' 

- Natives  Talk  Business  in  Nicaragua  - 

- Lubicon 

- Inco  Meeting 

- Support  for  Gustafsen  Inquiry 

- National  Museum  of  the 
American  Indian 


Native  History  Databank 

Anna  Mae  Awards 

3oe  Good  Buffalo  Rider 

AIM  Florida  in  Danger  of  Closing 

Racist  Mascot  School  Assembly 

Funding  Request:  Gustafsen  Appeal 

California  Native  Prisoners 

Native  Prisoner 

A Hundred  Years  Ago 

Smell  The  Rain 

Poem:  An  Indian  Drink 

Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

Conferences  and  Powwows 


RE:  Peltier  Support  Network 


Date:  Sun,  3 May  1998  09:48:55  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  arthurmiller50@juno.com  (Arthur  3 Miller) 

Sub j : NWLPSN  APPEAL  FOR  SUPPORT 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


APPEAL  FOR  SUPPORT 

NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 

As  we  build  for  the  SUPPORT  TRIBAL  SOVEREIGNTY  "WASHINGTON  GATHERING  TO 
FIGHT  RACISM",  on  May  9th,  in  Olympia,  we  are  finding  that  some  who 
should  support  a resistance  to  the  racist  anti-tribal  campaign  do  not  yet 
see  the  importance  in  this.  The  anti-tribal  campaign  is  no  different  than 
many  other  right  wing  campaigns  that  are  effecting  other  communities.  The 
goal  of  the  right  wing  is  to  isolate  our  communities  and  to  place  the 
blame  of  the  problems  in  society  upon  those  that  have  the  least.  I was 
told  by  one  person  that  I should  not  connect  what  is  happening  to  Native 
people  to  1-200.  But,  I ask,  I can  I not,  when  both  are  using  the  same 
terminology?  And  many  of  the  same  people  are  pushing  both.  And  though 
they  say  they  want  "equal  rights"  and  use  that  to  try  to  create  a white 
backlash  against  people  of  color,  the  fact  is  that  those  who  are  really 
behind  this  care  not  for  the  white  working  class  either.  This  can  be  seen 
in  the  anti-union  and  anti-working  class  agenda  that  they  are  also 
pushing.  For  the  purpose  of  making  these  connections  we  have  included 
speakers  from  the  African  American  and  Latino  communities  and  from 


organized  labor. 

The  racist  anti-tribal  campaign  and  the  mass  media  are  trying  to 
manipulate  people  into  thinking  that  there  is  a Native  vs  non-Native 
conflict.  We  are  trying  to  show  that  the  racists  do  not  speak  for  anyone 
but  a small  minority.  One  thing  that  came  out  a few  weeks  ago  that  backs 
up  what  we  are  saying  is  a poll  done  by  the  Center  for  Survey  Research 
and  Analysis  at  the  University  of  Connecticut  that  showed  that  81%  of  the 
American  people  support  tribal  sovereignty.  That  means  that  the  19%  left 
either  had  no  opinion  or  were  against  tribal  sovereignty.  Are  we  to  let 
this  small  minority  be  the  only  voice  heard?  The  following  letter  was 
printed  in  the  Olympian  and  it  makes  the  point  of  why  we  have  called  for 
the  gathering.  It  was  written  by  Cecilia  Kayano,  a Japanese  and  Polish 
American . 

"On  March  21,  a front  page  photo  caption  describing  a gathering  to 
protest  hunting  by  American  Indians,  which  took  place  at  the  Natural 
Resources  Building,  quoted  a white  hunter  as  saying  he  was  "a  20th 
century  Indian  fighter." 

I was  shocked  and  saddened  by  the  declaration,  but  I took  solace  in  my 
belief  that  someone  would  write  to  the  Olympian  editor. 

Since  that  day,  I have  monitored  the  editorial  page  of  the  Olympian, 
fully  expecting  someone,  a college  student,  a pacifist,  a human  rights 
activist,  a progressive  parent,  a church  member,  to  write  in  and  denounce 
the  quote  and  offer  support  of  American  Indians. 

There  was  silence.  Not  one  person  wrote. 

I can  only  speculate  why  the  usual  supporters  did  not  write  to  decry 
the  racist  remark.  My  guess  is  that  no  one  wrote  because  the  hunting 
issue  falls  on  the  heels  of  other  unclear  issues  such  as  casinos, 
shellfish  harvesting  and  treaty  rights.  Because  of  wide-spread  myths,  we 
are  beginning  to  believe  that  American  Indian  and  tribal  perspectives  are 
indefensible. 

Bombarded  by  single-sided  information,  we  revert  to  our  deeply 
ingrained  cowboys-and-Indians,  American  psyche  and  flirt  with  the 
possibility  that  maybe,  just  maybe,  the  Indians  are  the  bad  guys. 

Our  silence  is  shameful. 

We  believe  that  we  cannot  speak  up  because  it  is  time-consuming  to  get 
facts  to  refute  the  mainstream  perspective.  To  be  knowledgeable  of 
American  Indians  and  tribal  perspectives  is  inconvenient.  To  voice 
outrage  at  racism  in  general  seems  emotional  and  risky. 

So  we  remain  mute  despite  benefiting  greatly  from  American  Indians  when 
we  freely  use  their  names,  their  legends,  their  ceremonies,  their  art. 
Dream  catchers  hang  from  our  rearview  mirrors,  and  we  are  spiritually 
moved  when  an  elder  drums  and  says  a prayer  at  the  Longhouse.  We  say  that 
we  are  not  racist  and  call  ourselves  friends  of  American  Indians. 

But  when  the  culture  and  people  we  claim  to  befriend  are  verbally 
attacked,  we  are  stymied  because  it  is  bothersome  to  research  the  facts 
and  it  is  scary  to  publicly  proclaim  that  we  abhor  racism. 

Our  silence  is  dangerous. 

There  is  some  damage  when  one  person  publicly  disparages  a race  of 
people,  yet  we  know  that  he  represents  a minority  of  the  population  who 
are  severely  prejudiced. 

But  when  the  majority  of  people  who  describe  themselves  as  not 
prejudiced  are  silent,  it  is  like  a huge,  unspoken  vote  of  approval  for 
the  prejudiced  remark. 

We  must  speak  up  either  with  accurate  information  or  to  express 
intolerance  of  racism.  We  must  speak  up  to  create  an  environment  which 
allows  American  Indians  the  basic  human  right  to  go  to  school,  spend  a 
day  at  work  and  run  daily  errands  without  feeling  anger  or  hatred  from 
the  dominant  society. 

Especially  when  it  is  bothersome  or  risky,  we  must  speak  up,  knowing 
that  this  is  precisely  when  racism  can  be  either  lessened  or  allowed  to 
flourish . " 

Please  help  us  speak  out  against  racism  and  join  with  us  at  the  " 
WASHINGTON  GATHERING  TO  FIGHT  RACISM"  May  9th,  Olympia,  WA.  12:00  noon 
march  starting  point  Sylvester  Park  (Legion  & Capital).  ! : 00  pm  rally, 
Washington  State  Capital.  Do  you  really  have  something  that  is  more 


important  that  day?  Please  help  get  the  word  out  about  the  gathering  to 
your  friends  and  co-workers.  We  are  running  into  the  stone  wall  of 
silence  that  Cecilia  wrote  about.  Please  help  us  take  a step  in  the 
direction  of  a society  where  no  person  must  face  hatred  just  because  of 
who  they  are.  Thank  you  for  your  time. 

For  The  Well-Being  Of  All 
Arthur  D.  Miller 
NWLPSN 

P.0.  Box  5464 
Tacoma,  WA  98415-0464 
arthurmiller50@juno. com 

"RE : For  Leonard  NOW"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Apr  1998  19:51:37  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : For  Leonard  NOW!!!! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d'laan'te'  all...  Leonard  Peltier's  parole  hearing  is  on  04  May.  Your  help 
is  needed  NOW! 

Here's  some  good  news  I was  emailed  yesterday  to  encourage  you,  because 
if  I can  get  something  like  this  done  you  folks,  ordinary  people  just  like 
me,  can  do  something  too...  3UST  DO  IT!! 

('Course  I changed  my  email  address)  (Direct  from  Canada's  Parliament  to 
you  all..,  LPDC  & Leonard's  legal  team  advised  already...) 

Date:  Wed,  29  Apr  1998  10:57:33  -0400 

From:  "Mancini,  Peter  - Assistant  1"  <ManciP0@parl.gc.ca> 

To:  the  old  guy 
Sub j : Peltier  Motion 

Hi  justanoldman,  just  thought  I'd  pass  along  a copy  of  a motion  we 
submitted  to  the  House  yesterday,  and  hopefully  I'll  have  some  news  for 
you  shortly,  regarding  Peter  raising  a Question  in  the  House  this  week. 

Motion  - That  this  House  condemn  as  unacceptable,  the  extradition  of 
Leonard  Peltier  to  the  United  States  from  Canada  on  the  basis  of  false 
information  filed  with  a Canadian  court  by  American  authorities,  and  that 
this  House  calls  on  the  government  to  seek  the  return  of  Mr.  Peltier  to 
Canada . 

Chris  Cornish 
Legislative  Assistant  to: 

Peter  Mancini,  MP 
Sydney-Victoria 
Tel: (613)995-1537 
Fax:(613)995-2963 
mancip0@parl .gc . ca 

So  let's  get  on  it  NOW  people!  It's  not  hard  & won't  cost  you  a dime 
unless  you  live  in  a phone  booth...  Phone  your  local  media  news  outlets... 
tell  them  you'd  like  this  story  covered.  Last  month  the  parliament  of 
Belgium  passed  a resolution  asking  the  USA  Congress  to  at  least  hold 
Congressional  Hearings  on  Leonard's  case,  joining  other  resolutions  from 
the  legislatures  of  Italy,  Spain,  The  Netherlands,  Denmark,  Sweden, 

Norway,  Russia,  Ireland  and  even  the  European  Parliament  in  asking  the  USA 
to  free  Leonard,  or  grant  him  parole,  or  a new  trial,  or  at  the  very  least 
a Congressional  Review  of  his  case.  OVER  35,000,000  human  beings  around 
the  world  have  been  adding  their  voices  for  Leonard's  freedom  on 
petitions...  I'm  just  asking  you  to  make  a few  local  calls.  Do  it  NOW 
please!  Let's  get  Leonard  home  so  we  can  all  go  home!! 

Call  your  local  news  media  outlets  & tell  them  you  are  interested  in 
seeing  coverage  of  the  Government  of  Canada  debating  whether  to  demand 
that  the  USA  immediately  return  Leonard  to  Canada,  where  he'd  be  a free 
man.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  had  found  that  his  extradition  from 
Canada  had  been  "FRAUDULENTLY  OBTAINED"  & they  "strongly  urged"  the 


government  of  Canada  to  "seek  diplomatic  redress"...  Aren't  you  interested 
in  seeing  if  they'll  make  that  demand  on  the  USA?! 

Since  all  proceedings  of  Canada's  Parliament  are  televised,  for  television 
feed  to  any  USA  or  overseas  media,  of  any  thing  that  happens  in  Canada's 
House  of  Commons,  the  news  media  can  ask  for  feed  &/or  clips  from: 

The  Parliamentary  Press  Gallery 

Mr.  Terry  Guillon,  Chief  of  the  Press  Gallery 

Telephone:  (613)  992-4511 

Fax:  (613)  947-2007 

E-mail:  guillt@parl.gc.ca 

Let's  also  encourage  the  Member  of  Parliament  spearheading  this  effort 
for  Leonard...,  Mr  Peter  Mancini.  Please  send  him  a pat  on  the  back  & a 
"well  done"  for  believing  that  Leonard  deserves  justice  and  for  ACTING  on 
that  belief.  Here  are  his  coordinates: 

Mr.  Peter  Mancini,  Member  of  Parliament 
Political  Party:  New  Democratic  Party  of  Canada 
Constituency:  Sydney-Victoria 
Province:  Nova  Scotia 
Telephone:  (Ottawa  office) 

(613)  995-  6459 
Fax:  (Ottawa  office) 

(613)  995-2963 

E-mail:  mancini. p@parl.gc.ca 

NOW!!  NOW!!!  NOW!!!  LET'S  GET  LEONARD  PELTIER  HOME  & FREE  NOW!!!!!! 

As  long  as  Leonard  is  in  prison,  a part  of  each  & every  one  of  us  in  in 
there  with  him...  Make  those  calls  NOW!! 
masi : cho . . . 

PS:  Watch  CNN  & C-SPAN  on  07  May,  1998  for  full  60  minute  coverage,  direct 
from  the  highly  prestigious  Faculty  of  Law  at  Georgetown  University  in 
Washington  DC,  of  a symposium  on  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier,  paneled  by 
various  US  Senators,  Congressmen,  International  jurists,  Canadian 
government  members,  international  human  rights  group  executives,  leaders 
of  Indian  organizations,  churches,  etc,  etc...  While  Leonard's  parole 
hearing  will  have  been  3 days  before,  the  Parole  Commissioners  will  be  in 
Washington  DC  deciding  his  fate  while  this  symposium  unfolds,  right  on 
their  tv  screens...,  and  the  tv  at  the  Whitehouse. 

"RE : News  From  Leonard's  Parole"  

Date:  Mon,  04  May  1998  19:04:13  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : NEWS  FROM  LEONARD'S  PAROLE 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I ’ m REALLY  pissed . . . 

NEWS  BULLETIN! ! ! BULLETIN!!!  BULLETIN!!!  BULLETIN!!! 

5:00PM  04Mayl998 

LEONARD  PELTIER'S  PAROLE...  "RECOMMENDATION  THAT  PAROLE  BE  DENIED" 

Dust  got  the  call  from  Leavenworth  a few  minutes  ago.  The  sole  Parole 
Commissioner  that  went  to  Leavenworth  to  hear  out  Leonard  Peltier's 
request  for  parole,  a Mr.  Essex,  showed  up  with...,  Mr.  Lynn  Crooks,  the 
prosecutor  in  Leonard's  Trial,  and...,  the  widow  of  FBI  Agent  Coller!!! 

Lynn  Crooks  is  the  piece  of  two-legged  garbage  who  admitted  that  Leonard's 
in  prison  for  murder  that  NO  ONE  CAN  PROVE  HE  COMMITTED!!! 

(from  "In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse"  by  Peter  Matthiessen,  Viking  1983 
(1991  hard-cover  edition)  pp.  574,  in  the  Epilogue) 

"...  With  its  ballistics  evidence  in  tatters,  the  government  knew  it  could 
never  prove  what  [Prosecuter  Lynn]  Crooks  had  trumpeted  to  the  Fargo  jury 
in  order  to  convict  Peltier  at  any  cost,  and  as  early  as  1982  - well 
before  the  evidentiary  hearing  at  Bismarck  - it  had  begun  a cautious  shift 
in  its  references  to  Peltier,  making  him  out  a mere  aider  and  abettor. 


This  came  out  in  the  open  once  and  for  all  at  the  oral  arguments  before 
the  appellate  court  in  1985,  when  Judge  Gerald  heany  reminded  Crooks  that 
in  his  closing  polemic  to  the  Fargo  jury  he  had  identified  Peltier  as  "the 
man  who  came  down  and  killed  those  FBI  agents  in  cold  blood."  To  this 
Crooks  responded  with  a tacit  admission  that  justice  interested  him  much 
less  than  a conviction:  "I'm  a trial  lawyer.  I go  for  the  best  I can,"  he 
said.  When  Judge  Donald  Ross  brought  him  back  to  this  same  point.  Crooks 
exclaimed,  "But  we  can't  PROVE  who  shot  those  agents!"  Crooks  had  told  the 
truth  at  last. 

This  Mr.  Essex  looked  Leonard  right  in  the  eye  this  afternoon  and  repeated 
the  almost  same  words..., 

"WE  MAY  NOT  BE  ABLE  TO  PROVE  YOU  DID  IT,  BUT  SOMEBODY  IN  INDIAN  COUNTRY 
DID,  AND  YOU  WERE  THERE,  SO  SINCE  SOMEONE'S  GOT  TO  PAY  FOR  THIS,  YOU'RE 
IT.  I'M  GOING  TO  RECOMMEND  THAT  PAROLE  BE  DENIED".. 

Do  you  believe  this  crap  in  "the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the 
brave"??!!  THIS  is  "American  Justice"?! 

What  a garbage  country!!!!  Is  it  any  wonder  that  hundreds  of  millions  of 
people  around  the  world  spit  on  the  Stars  & Stripes?! 

And  ANYONE  who  sits  there  and  does  NOTHING  about  this  is  garbage  too,  as 
far  as  I'm  concerned!!!!!! 

Oh  really?!  That  doesn't  include  YOU?!  What  exactly  have  YOU  done?!  Have 
you  gotten  off  your  ass  & actually  phoned  your  congressman/woman/ , or  your 
senator?  The  Whitehouse?  More  than  just  once?  Scared  you  might  strain  that 
finger?  Or  complained  to  your  local  news  media?  No..???  If  you  haven't 
done  any  of  these  things  then  you  ARE  garbage! 

Because  by  your  very  silence  and  inaction  you  agree  that,  "Hey!  "ANY  OLD 
INDIAN  WILL  DO!  'Cause  SOMEBODY'S  GOTTA  PAY!" 

. . . Contrary  to  EVERY  tenet  of  International  Law,  contrary  to  the  Law  of 
Nations,  contrary  to  every  fundamental  of  human  decency,  of  morality...!! 

But  what  the  hell,  that's  AMERICA!  That's  the  reason  that  in  EVERY  country 
around  the  globe  the  USA  is  known  as  THE  WHORE  OF  NATIONS!!!!!  The 
American  public?  Hell,  just  throw  them  all  a few  hotdogs,  a televised  ball 
game  to  keep  their  brains  from  getting  strained  doing  anything  as 
strenuous  as  THINKING  and  they'll  keep  their  mouths  shut  like  the  sheep 
that  they  are! ! They  hung  Nazis  for  punishing  those  guilty  by  association 
alone,  but  if  AMERICANS  do  EXACTLY  the  same  thing  it's  OK,  right?! 

No  wonder  the  flowers  wilt  & livestock  sickens  in  Canada  every  time  the 
wind  blows  from  the  south...  Any  country  that  allows  someone  to  rot  in 
prison,  when  even  the  prosecution  ADMITS  he  may  be  innocent,  AND  DOES 
NOTHING  ABOUT  IT  is  beneath  contempt.,  it's  disgusting!!!!!!!!!!! 

SCREW  THE  USA,  THE  WHORE  AMONG  NATIONS!!!  And  every  single  American 
citizen  that  stands  by  & allows  this  to  happen  too!! 

- "RE:  San  Carlos  Commentary"  

From:  FirehairSS  <FirehairSS@aol . com> 

Date:  Sat,  2 May  1998  07:04:35  EDT 

Sub j : San  Carlos  commentary — may  be  a duplicate 

UUCP  email 

This  statement  is  being  distributed  in  order  to  disseminate  the  facts, 
rather  than  rumors  and  innuendos  and  outright  lies  currently  being  posted  on 
the  internet  by  persons  wishing  to  eliminate  support  for  a just  and  worthy 
cause,  namely  insuring  the  sovereignty  and  right  to  self  government  of  the 
San  Carlos  Apache  peoples. 

On  the  evening  of  Monday,  April  20,  1998,  a meeting  was  held  in  the  town 
of  Globe  Arizona  which  was  attended  by  approximately  200  San  Carlos  Apache 
tribally  enrolled  members,  including  several  elders,  medicine  men,  employees 
of  the  government  of  San  Carlos,  etc.  It  was  also  attended  by  members  of  the 
American  Indian  Movement,  national  and  local  chapters.  The  main  topics  of 
this  meeting  were  as  follows: 

1)  Is  the  current  struggle  against  the  Tribal  council  justified; 


2)  Do  the  majority  of  San  Carlos  Apache  members  support  it; 

3)  If  supported,  in  which  direction(s)  should  this  struggle  continue  and 

4)  Is  the  presence  of  AIM  support  desired  by  the  Apache  peoples. 

The  responses  were  as  follows: 

1)  The  OVERWHELMING  opinion  voiced  by  all  those  in  attendance  was  that 
the  actions  of  the  San  Carlos  Tribal  Council  in  removing  Tribal  Chairman 
Raymond  Stanley  were  unjustified  and  a measure  employed  to  ensure  that  the 
disappearance  of  the  $8.5  million  would  remain  a mystery.  The  assembled 
group  also  resoundingly  denounced  subsequent  actions  of  the  Tribal  Council 
(replacing  Chairman  Stanley,  firing  employees  associated  with  him,  calling 
for  Tribal  Police  reinforcements  from  BIA,  other  tribal  police  forces, 
hiring  convicted  felons  for  the  police  - Terry  Aktins  - , threatening  members 
of  Call  to  Action  and  their  families,  spreading  lies  rumors  and 
disinformation  through  the  media/  internet/  etc).  The  general  opinion  voiced 
and  that  could  be  actually  FELT  in  the  room  was  that  the  MAJORITY  of  Apache 
people  were  MAD  AS  HELL  and  were  NOT  going  to  stand  for  it.  Many  of  those 

in  attendance  were  representing  other  family/  tribal  members  that  either 
could  not  attend  or  were  scared  by  threats  or  intimidation  into  not 
attending,  although  their  opinions  were  declared  by  those  representing  them. 
They  stood  as  firmly  as  those  there  in  body. . . .they  opposed  the  Council  and 
wished  the  opposition  to  continue,  on  the  reservation,  in  the  courts  and 
where  ever  PEACEFUL  actions  would  bring  about  the  changes  needed. 

2)  The  San  Carlos  Apache  peoples  were  represented  by  a diverse  mixture  in 
the  meeting:  Elders,  medicine  men,  young  mothers  with  children,  mine  workers, 
store  employees,  business  owners,  current  and  former  Tribal  Government 
workers,  etc.  Many  represented  family  and  friends  that  could  not  attend.  All 
were  in  agreement  that  the  MAJORITY  of  Apache  peoples  were  in  favor  of  not 
only  the  current  actions  but  were  voicing  a desire  for  INCREASED  actions  to 
reverse  the  developments  of  recent  weeks. 

3)  At  the  meeting  there  were  MANY  calls  for  retaking  the  Tribal  offices, 
making  a show  of  force  in  peaceful  ways  through  show  of  numbers,  etc. 

Although  these  plans,  voiced  by  the  Apache  - not  AIM-  were  valid  plans  of 
action,  a compromise  plan  was  reached  by  discussion:  A)  The  Apache  people 
will,  with  support  and  assistance  from  AIM  and  Call  to  Action,  will  collect 
signatures  for  a recall  referendum  to  remove  the  Council  and  return 
Chairman  Stanley  to  his  rightful  position.  B)  A PEACEFUL  gathering  will 
occur  on  Friday  4/24  at  the  Council  offices  in  order  to  voice  opposition  and 
to  allow  those  unable  to  attend  other  activities  off  reservation  to  be  seen 
and  heard.  C)  Documentation  including  PHOTOGRAPHIC  EVIDENCE  and  copies  of 
documents  will  be  distributed  to  the  appropriate  agencies  for  the  purposes 
of  filing  charges  against  those  responsible  for  misappropriation  of  the 
monies;  civil  rights  violations;  violations  of  the  RICO  act,  etc.  Much  of 
this  evidence  is  already  enroute  to  Atty  Gen  Janet  Reno. 

There  were  other  plans  laid  out  for  action,  ALL  OF  THEM  NON  VIOLENT  IN 
NATURE,  which  I will  not  lay  out  in  this  statement  for  obvious  reasons. 

4)  At  the  meeting  AIM  leadership  was  told  RESOUNDINGLY  that  we  were  not  only 
wanted  and  needed,  but  that  many  that  would  not  have  stepped  forward  to  show 
their  displeasure  and  opposition  to  the  Council  would  not  have  done  so 
without  AIM's  presence  as  a buffer  between  them  and  the  goons  employed  by 

the  Council  to  intimidate  and  silence  the  Apache  peoples.  Many  asked  for 
INCREASED  presence  by  AIM  . At  the  end  of  the  meeting,  members  of  AIM  were 
warmly  spoken  to,  most  attending  made  it  a point  to  stop  and  shake  hands 
and  thank  AIM  for  being  there. 

SUMMARY:  The  struggle  in  San  Carlos  remains.  It  is  active,  supported  by 
the  people  and  will  continue  until  justice  is  achieved.  Aim  is  here,  active 
and  committed  to  supporting  and  assisting  the  Apache  people  of  San  Carlos  in 
ANY  WAY  WE  CAN,  As  long  as  we  are  required. 

The  disinformation  campaign  of  the  Tribal  Council  and  their  hired  goons 
continues  but  is  ineffective  in  light  of  the  evidence.  The  campaign  of 
intimidation,  threats  and  violent  acts  by  the  Council  and  their  goons 
intended  to  silence  the  Apache  people  continues  by  will  be  stopped  by  every 
means  available. 

The  San  Carlos  Apache  people.  Call  to  Action  and  AIM  are  ALL  committed  to 
a non  violent  resolution. 


We  will  win. 


"RE ; Letter  on  San  Carlos"  

Date:  Tue,  28  Apr  1998  09:47:49  EDT 

From:  arthurmiller50@juno.com  (Arthur  J Miller) 

Sub j : Letter  on  San  Carlos 

UUCP  email 
Greetings, 

I have  been  reading  much  of  the  discussion  about  San  Carlos.  Though  I 
do  not  feel  that  it  is  my  place  to  directly  comment  on  the  situation 
other  than  to  say  I have  a great  respect  for  AIM  and  will  generally 
support  them  when  asked.  I feel  that  some  folks  are  losing  their 
understanding  of  what  causes  situations  like  San  Carlos.  As  we  all  know 
the  tribal  council  political  system  was  created  by  the  U.S.  government 
based  upon  its  way  of  doing  things.  It  does  not  take  much  understanding 
of  the  history  of  the  U.S.  government  to  know  that  there  has  never  been 
a*moment  in  which  it  has  not  been  involved  in  conflict,  corruption,  and 
those  in  power  trying  to  keep  those  who  have  dissenting  opinion  from 
voicing  that  opinion.  Since  the  tribal  council  system  is  based  upon  the 
U.S.  government  political  system,  it  will  have  the  same  problems.  Even 
among  people  of  the  best  intentions.  The  problem  of  this  system  is  that 
it  is  based  upon  winners  and  losers,  those  who  have  power  and  wish  to 
keep  it  from  others  who  also  wish  to  have  the  power.  Power  is  the  name  of 
the  game,  not  common  ground  in  which  people  create  a situation  in  which 
everyone  gains.  They  only  comprise  is  found  in  the  making  of  deals.  The 
♦real  issues*  become  sidelined  by  the  struggle  over  power.  The  point  I am 
trying  to  make  is  that  sovereignty  and  self-determination  will  only  truly 
exist  when  the  First  Nations  are  able  to  decide  for  themselves  their  own 
form  of  a decisions  making  process  that  is  right  for  each  of  their 
Nations  and  situations.  So  such  conflicts  as  San  Carlos  are  directly 
related  to  the  control  of  the  U.S.  government. 

Though  the  U.S.  government  signed  treaties  with  most  individual  First 
Nations,  it  does  not  view  them  as  individual.  Rather  the  view  of  the 
government  is  to  place  all  people  of  the  First  Nations  together,  into  its 
"Indian  policy".  There  is  not  a Bureau  of  Apache  Affairs,  there  is  a 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  Thus  they  created  a grouping  of  all  the  original 
people  which  they  call  Native  Americans,  and  their  policies  are 
based  upon  that  grouping  of  people.  Given  that  reality,  people  within 
that  grouping  have  had  to  organize  within  that  for  their  common 
♦interests,  protection  of  rights,  and  so  on.  Thus  you  have  AIM  and  other 
such  organizations.  And  it  is  these  organizations  that  First  Nation 
people  turn  to  when  the  interference  of  the  U.S.  government  gets  out  of 
hand.  And  the  tribal  council  system  has  been  a form  of  interference.  Who 
are  the  people  to  turn  to?  The  U.S.  government?  I greatly  respect  the  job 
that  AIM  has  done  over  the  years.  To  trash  them  and  call  them  outsiders 
is  wrong  and  only  plays  into  the  hands  of  the  government's  so-called 
"Indian  policy".  AIM's  role  has  been  a very  hard  one,  we  all  should  know 
this.  I do  not  see  the  point  of  making  things  even  harder  on  them.  If 
there  is  a problem,  or  a misunderstanding,  talk  directly  to  them. 

Learn  to  try  to  work  things  out.  Don't  spread  trash  talk  all  over  the 
place.  I should  never  have  gotten  all  the  e-mails  about  some  type  of 
disagreement.  Work  things  out  and  if  a situation  happens  where  the  aid  of 
people  like  me  is  needed  and  wanted,  then  sent  that  information  out.  All 
the  e-mails  in  the  world  will  not  get  people  like  me  to  turn  against  AIM. 

In  Solidarity 
Arthur  D.  Miller 

— "RE:  Coyotes"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Apr  1998  10:29:18  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  brooke@hills.net 
Sub j : Coyotes 
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O'siyo  Gary, 

When  one  sees  a coyote  in  the  chicken  coop  does  one  merely  walk  by 
without  action  or  does  one  shout  out,  "HEY!  There's  a coyote  in  the 
chicken  coop!"  One  should  remove  the  coyote  before  all  the  hen's  are 
eaten.  The  consequence  of  doing  nothing  will  result  in  the  total 
destruction  of  the  innocent. 

It  is  the  same  with  those  who  sneak  under  the  cover  of  the  darkness  of 
their  computer  monitors,  like  coyotes,  to  destroy  one  by  one,  people  who 
sacrifice  their  lives  in  order  to  save  First  Nations. 

As  you  know,  coyotes  howl  a lot  and  cause  chaos  but  are  of  little 
positive  use.  If  unchecked,  they  will,  for  the  sheer  joy  of  killing, 
destroy  an  entire  herd. 

You  have  among  you  a lot  of  coyotes,  often  disguised  in  sheep's  clothing, 
till  they  decide  to  go  for  the  kill.  Often,  by  the  time  they've  wormed 
their  way  into  where  they  want  to  go,  it  is  too  late  to  stop  their 
destruction.  Again,  they  kill  for  the  sheer  joy  they  receive  from  the 
adrenalin  rush  after  they've  caused  the  destruction. 

These  coyotes  care  nothing  about  First  Nations.  You  couldn't  pry  them 
away  from  their  cyber  wars  long  enough  for  them  to  be  in  on  the  front 
lines.  Instead,  it's  a "lets  you  and  him  fight"  technique  they  use, 
setting  up  wars  between  people  with  the  innocent  phrases  like,  "I  was 
asked  to  pass  this  on."  You  don't  see  any  of  their  white  fat  butts  out 
there  on  the  front  line  but  you  sure  hear  their  opinions  of  how  things 
SHOULD  be  done. 

Did  they  have  enough  sense  or  sensibility  to  realize  the  harm  those 
words  would  do?  Of  course  they  did,  and  in  their  glee,  happily  typed  their 
poison  out,  knowing  full  well  the  consequences.  Later,  they  plead 
something  like,  "I  only  passed  along  the  message  and  didn't  you  tell  me 
that,  etc"  And,  back  in  their  sheep's  clothing,  they  try  to  appear  as  the 
innocent  messenger. 

In  the  last  issue  of  Wotanging  Ikche  people  were  again  saying  Elders 
should  come  and  Elders  should  do  this  and  Elders  should  do  that.  I'd  laugh 
if  that  weren't  so  pathetic. 

Elders  HAVE  come.  Elders  HAVE  spoken.  The  result  is  that  two  of  them 
were  banished  off  a listserver  for  speaking  out,  being  belittled  and 

disrespected  in  the  process  and  at  least  one  had  a veiled  threat  made 

against  him  "I've  marked  you." 

Several  of  them  received  private  E mails  supporting  them  and  stating 
how  the  persons  involved  in  'marking  them'  were  hateful,  disrespectful  and 
a couple  of  people  dropped  off  those  listservers  because  of  what  they  saw 
being  done  on  them. 

But,  for  the  most  part  nothing  changed  and  no  one  yelled  out ..' There ' s 
a coyote,  actually  a couple  of  coyotes  here!" 

I've  seen  elders  attacked  by  two  or  three  people  who  have  set 
themselves  up  a cyber  demigods,  having  never  met  the  elders  involved.  I've 

seen  a man  over  and  over  attack  others  demanding  they  believe  the  way  he 

does  and  then  he  turns  around  and  states,  "This  is  a place  for  people  to 
write  what  is  in  their  hearts." 

Are  people  blind  Gary?  Or  are  they  just  stupid?  Are  they  so  ignorant 
that  they  cannot  see  the  people  who  want  to  destroy  others  who  are  doing 
work,  often  risking  their  lives,  simply  because,  and  get  this  point  Gary, 
simply  because  they  are  JEALOUS  of  them.  Think  on  that. 

You  are  aware  there  are  about  15  of  Elders  from  all  nations  who  sit 
together  writing  back  and  forth  on  E mail,  working  on  issues  and  silently 
behind  the  scenes  using  their  influences  to  help  people.  The  world  is 
losing  a lot,  as  you  know,  because  they  wouldn't  think  for  a second  to  go 
out  on  dishonorable  listservers  to  be  attacked  for  their  views. 

People  keep  writing,  "Where  are  the  Elders?"  They're  here  but  they're 
choosing  not  to  get  involved  in  cybertabloid  lists.  Even  as  they  have  once 
attempted,  they  were  kicked  off  after  a week  because  of  what  they  had  to 
say.  Did  anyone  challenge  the  coyotes?  Did  anyone  resign  off  those  lists 
in  protest?  No. 


So  people  can't  have  it  both  ways  Gary.  And  look  around  you.  What  you 
will  see  are  people  floundering  out  there  like  fish  out  of  the  water 
because  they  have  no  idea  where  the  river  is.  And  I can  promise  you  there 
aren't  going  to  be  any  elders  step  forth  to  show  them  the  way  and  be 
exposed  to  coyote  attacks. 

Until  and  unless  people  of  this  garbage  caliber  have  their  little 
pseudo  power  taken  away  from  them  they'll  continue  to  draw  others  down  in 
the  gutter  with  them.  It  is  each  individuals  choice  to  flounder  in  the 
gutter  or  to  stand  up  against  the  filth. 

Honorable  men  and  women  are  standing  up  around  the  world,  mostly  alone, 
certainly  scared  but  still  standing.  They  do  not  need  the  barking  dogs  out 
there  who  do  more  harm  than  the  enemy  themselves.  And  as  long  as  each 
person  out  there  allows  it  to  continue,  they  are  more  guilty  as  a 
consequence,  than  those  doing  it. 

And  whats  more,  the  government  is  loving  what  the  coyotes  are  doing. 
Saving  them  a lot  of  time,  effort  and  money  to  destroy  the  warriors 
themselves . 

These  coyotes  know  exactly  what  they're  doing.  By  belittling  others 
they  make  themselves  appear  more  powerful.  But  I remind  you  that  they  are 
merely  coyotes,  not  wolves. 

How  to  destroy  them?  Pull  your  name  off  their  listservers.  Invite 
others  to  join  other  servers  for  discussions  which  are  positive. 

Have  you  ever  seen  Traditionals  who  are  angry?  They  literally  turn 
their  back  on  the  offender  and  the  person  ceases  to  exist  forever. 

You've  got  several  Elders  sitting  quietly  back  in  cyberspace  watching 
every  poison  word  thats  being  said  and  refusing  to  acknowledge  their 
existence.  If  people  REALLY  want  the  input  of  Elders  then  destroy  the 
coyotes  and  clean  up  the  barnyard  from  all  the  dung,  and  you'll  see  them 
come  forth. 

Until  then,  everybody  will  suffer  the  consequences  of  evil  that  only  a 
few  do.  As  always,  it  is  up  to  each  individual. 

It's  almost  like  tabloid  journalism.  People  raise  hell  about  people 
like  Derry  Springers  gutter  tactics  but  they  participate  in  the  same  thing 
themselves . 

We've  warned  them  enough  about  coyotes  being  in  the  barn,  it  is  up  to 
each  person  to  examine  what  many  have  warned  about  and  to  take  the 
appropriate  action. 

Three  coyotes  don't  make  a pack  Gary,  they  merely  are  loud  and 
destructive  individually. 

Good  luck  trying  to  get  people  to  understand  this  Gary.  We've  got  a lot 
of  sheep  out  there  who  don't  realize  something  my  Grandmother  once  told 
me,  "If  they  do  it  to  one  person,  they'll  do  it  to  you."  Their  time  will 
come  eventually  the  first  time  they  stand  up  and  disagree  with  any  of  the 
coyotes . 

Sometimes  its  so  simple  even  a Kindergartener  can  get  it.  Amazing  that 
adults  can't. 

"RE : Heritage  and  Pride  About  to  Die" 

Date:  Fri,  May  1,  1998  8:59  AM  EDT 

From:  Eaglerangr@aol . com 

Sub j : Native  American  News  Release 
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Please  do  not  let  them  Silence  Their  Voices! 

The  Governor  of  Alabama  has  proclaimed  1998  as  the  Year  of  the  Indian, 
and  yet  unless  something  is  done  immediately: 

*A  Washington  County  school  for  the  Choctaw  Indians  in  Alabama;  Reedis 
Chapel  Elementary,  more  than  seventy  years  old  . Which  had  begun  as  a 
church  over  100  years  ago  as  a Baptist  mission  to  the  Indians,  will  be 
closed  the  end  of  May.. 

* A Cherokee  Indian  education  program  in  Lawrence  County,  Alabama,  which 
currently  serves  1,300  students  and  operates  a museum,  will  be  down-sized 


from  seven  staff  members  to  two  staff  members. 

What  is  happening  in  Alabama  is  also  beginning  to  occur  in  California. 
After  21  years  of  service  to  the  largest  (in  a single  location)  U.S. 
population  of  Indian  children  and  adults.  The  Los  Angeles  Indian 
Commission  will  be  closed  by  the  city  government  by  the  end  of  Dune. 

Open  your  hearts  and  your  eyes,  read  these  words  and  you  will  realize 
what  Reedis  Chapel  School  means  to  the  Children  is  future.  If  that  school 
is  closed,  everyone  sacrifices  their  heritage  and  pride.  Who  will  be  next 
and  like  dominos,  all  of  humanity  will  someday  be  lost.  It  is  a tragedy 
for  all  the  Children  and  their  future,  not  just  for  Reedis  Chapel,  but  the 
Nation  and  with  International  consequences.  They  are  our  future  and  they 
are  here  today,  what  a better  World  this  would  be,  if  we  all  could  see  the 
human  in  me  and  thee.  We  can't  let  this  dream  die,  we  can  not  afford  to 
lose  anyone  is  heritage  and  pride. 

Brief  Background  History:  Around  the  turn  of  the  century,  Reedis  Chapel 
Baptist  Church  leaders  began  teaching  the  Choctaws  people  to  read, 
primarily  so  they  could  study  the  Bible.  The  church  eventually  brought  in 
teachers  and  missionaries  to  teach  the  Indians  in  school  on  the  church 
grounds.  In  1920  the  present  day  Reedis  Chapel  School  was  built  according 
to  church  historian  Priscilla  Lewsi.  In  1940  however;  Reedis  Chapel 
donated  the  school  and  its  five  acre  campus  to  the  county  system-but  only 
after  the  county  agreed  to  hire  all  teachers  for  the  school  and  to 
continue  the  mission  of  educating  Indians  and  preserving  their  culture. 

The  land  for  the  school  had  been  donated  about  70  years  ago  by  Earley  Reed, 
and  since  four  generations  of  Reeds-all  Mowa  Choctaws  have  attended  the 
school . 

Over  a year  ago,  Reedis  Chapel  Elementary  in  McIntosh,  Alabama  was 
selected  as  one  of  the  pilot  schools  for  IAEis  international  project.  IAE, 
Incorporated  (Indian  American  Education  and  International  American 
Education  is  a 501  (c)  3 non-profit  public  corporation.  The  purpose  of  IAE 
is  the  development  of  a global  educational  telecommunication  network.  Ten 
states  and  seven  countries  have  been  selected  for  the  pilot  program 
reaching  across  the  globe.  They  were  selected  because  of  their  unique 
history  and  culture  they  had  to  share  with  the  world.  Please  help  us  keep 
this  school  alive.  Give  them  a chance  to  share  their  knowledge  and 
history  with  their  peers  around  the  World. 

For  further  information  about  Alabama  is  Reedis  Chapel  Elementary,  please 
contact  one  or  both  of  the  following: 

* Darla  Graves:  Executive  Director,  Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commission 

phone:  (334)  242-2830 

* Lebaron  Byrd,  Principal,  Reedis  Chapel  Elementary  at  (334)  944-2422 

**  Please  write  letters  of  support  to  keep  Reed's  Chapel  open  to: 
Honorable  Governor  Fob  Dames 
Governor's  Office 
1600  Dexter  Ave. 

Montgomery,  AL  36130 

(note)  ***with  a cc  to:  Lebaron  Byrd,  Principal 

P.0.  Box  209,  Topton  Road 
Mcintosh,  Alabama  36553 

For  more  information  on  Lawrence  County  Indian  Education  program  please 
contact : 

* Charlotte  Stewart,  Tribal  Chairman  of  the  Echota  Cherokees  of  Alabama 

phone  (334)  361-1005 

For  further  information  on  what  is  about  to  happen  in  California  and  the  Los 
Angeles  Indian  Commission,  please  contact: 

*The  Executive  Director  at  (213)  625-6375 

For  more  information  on  IAE,  Inc.  please  visit  our  Web  Site  at: 
http : //www. obi . com/iae/ 

(Please  note  that  is  the  number  one  after  ob)  or  contact  the  Executive 
Director  of  IAE: 

^Patricia  Edwards  de  Ortega  at:  (205)  582-4595 

Fax  (205)  571-9393  or  e-mail  iae@obl.com  Thank  YOU 
Must  Not  Pass 

Heritage  and  Pride  are  about  to  die 
Why  should  I care  --  Why  should  I try 


Look  deep  inside  then  you  will  know  why 
For  heritage  and  pride  are  born  within 
Where  are  they  now  --  Where  have  they  gone 
Animal  species  extinct  --No  longer  roam 
Where  once  --  Mother  Earth  was  their  home 
Now  look  — See  what  is  happening 
Heritage  and  Pride  of  The  Choctaw  Nation 
Is  about  to  die  --  What  does  this  mean? 

Why  should  we  care  --  We  are  not  there 

Yet  my  friends  this  is  the  beginning  of  the  end 

Unless  we  open  our  hearts  and  realize 

We  may  lose  our  Heritage  and  Pride 

Makes  no  matter  what  creed  or  color 

Humanity  must  know  who  and  why 

History  of  our  past  --  Wisdom  gained 

So  our  future  will  not  be  lame. 

If  we  lose  that  --  All  will  be  lost 
Our  Heritage  and  Pride  --  Must  not  pass. 

The  Eagle  of  Millerton  --24  April  1998 

"RE : Cayuga  Nation  to  'Clean  House'"  

Date:  Fri,  1 May  1998  11:47:47  -0400 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : Actions  Taken  by  Cayuga  Nation  to  'Clean  House' 
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Haudenosaunee 

Cayuga  Indian  Nation 

P.0.  Box  101,  Gowanda,  NY  14070-0101 

April  30,  1998 

Chief  Vernon  Isaac 
P.0.  Box  ### 

Lawtons,  NY  14091-0053 

Re:  Dissolution  of  Chief  Vernon  Isaac's  "Alleged  Council" 

Dear  Chief  Isaac: 

At  a duly  called  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  of  New  York  Member  Meeting  held  on 
Saturday,  April  25,  1998,  I was  given  the  responsibility  to  write  to  you. 
This  letter  is  to  notify  you.  Chief  Vernon  Isaac,  that  your  alleged  Council 
no  longer  represents  the  Cayuga  People  and  Cayuga  Nation.  This  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  you  have  decided  to  no  longer  listen  to  the  People.  In 
addition,  you  continue  to  interfere  with  the  business  of  other  clans 
indirect  violation  to  the  Great  Law.  Furthermore,  you  have  chosen  to  sign 
documents  with  New  York  State  without  informing  the  Cayuga  People  again  in 
direct  violation  of  the  Great  Law.  As  a result,  you  are  hereby  notified  of 
the  following: 

On  Saturday,  April  11,  1998  the  Cayuga  People  of  the  Heron  Clan  met  to 
discuss  the  affairs  pertaining  to  their  clan.  As  a result  of  this  meeting, 
decisions  were  reached  by  the  Herons  as  follows: 

UNDER  THE  GREAT  LAW: 

1.  Birdie  Hill  is  no  longer  recognized  as  Clan  Mother  for  the  Heron  Clan. 

2.  Clint  Halftown  is  no  longer  an  official  representative  of  the  Heron 
Clan . 

3.  Chuck  Jacobs  is  no  longer  an  official  representative  of  the  Heron  Clan. 

NEW  LEADERS  CHOSEN  TO  SIT  ON  THE  MEN'S  AND  WOMEN'S  COUNCIL: 

1.  Edna  Printup  is  the  new  Clan  Mother  of  the  Heron  Clan. 

2.  Women's  Council  Representatives  are: 

Carol  LaPorte 

Gloria  Borrelli 

3.  Men's  Council  Representatives  are: 


Michael  Wheeler 
Burt  Arthur  Parker 
Christian  Borrelli 


Chief  Vernon  Isaac 
April  30,  1998 
page  2 

On  Wednesday,  April  22,  1998  the  Cayuga  People  of  the  Turtle  Clan  met  to 
discuss  the  affairs  pertaining  to  their  clan.  As  a result  of  this  meeting, 
decisions  were  reached  by  the  Turtles  as  follows: 

UNDER  THE  GREAT  LAW: 

1.  Lena  Pierce  is  no  longer  recognized  as  Clan  Mother  for  the  Turtle  Clan. 

2.  Gary  Wheeler  is  no  longer  an  official  representative  of  the  Turtle  Clan. 

3.  Timothy  Twoguns  is  no  longer  an  official  representative  of  the  Turtle 
Clan . 

NEW  LEADERS  CHOSEN  TO  SIT  ON  THE  MEN'S  AND  WOMEN'S  COUNCIL: 

1.  Corline  Campbell  is  the  new  Clan  Mother  of  the  Turtle  Clan. 

2.  Women's  Council  Representatives  are: 

Kate  John 

Vicky  Parker 
Jacquelyn  Fields 

3.  Men's  Council  Representatives  are: 

Herman  Doctor 

Michael  Cambell 
Samuel  Campbell 

As  a result  of  the  recent  decisions  by  the  Cayuga  People,  this  letter  is  to 
notify  you.  Chief  Vernon  Isaac,  that  those  individuals  presently  on  your 
alleged  Council  are  no  longer  official  representatives  of  the  Cayuga 
Nation.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Cayuga  People  no  longer  desire 
the  leadership  of  your  alleged  Council.  As  a result  of  your  alleged 
Council  being  dissolved,  you  are  notified  of  the  following: 

1.  You  and  your  alleged  Council  are  no  authorized  to  use  the  Cayuga  Nation 
name 

2.  You  and  your  alleged  Council  are  not  authorized  to  call  yourself  the 
Cayuga  Nation 

3.  You  and  your  alleged  Council  do  not  represent  the  Cayuga  Nation 

4.  You  and  your  alleged  Council  do  not  sit  on  the  Men's  and  Women's  Council 
of  the  Cayuga  Nation 

5.  You  and  your  alleged  Council  are  to  stop  using  the  letterhead  of  the 
Cayuga  Nation 

6.  You  and  your  alleged  Council  are  no  longer  authorized  to  accept  monies 
from  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  of  New  York  Men's  and 
Women's  Councils,  the  officially  recognized  leadership  of  the  Cayuga  Nation 
and  the  Cayuga  People  under  the  Great  Law,  is  as  follows: 

THE  CAYUGA  INDIAN  NATION  OF  NEW  YORK 

MEN'S  COUNCIL  WOMEN'S  COUNCIL 

Wolf  Clan  Chief  Frank  C.  Bonamie  Catherine  Rombaut,  Clan  Mother 

Heron  Clan  Michael  Wheeler  Edna  Printup,  Clan  Mother 

Burth  Arthur  Parker  Carol  LaPorte 

Christian  Borrelli  Gloria  Borrelli 

Turtle  Clan  Herman  Doctor  Corline  Campbell,  Clan  Mother 

Michael  Campbell  Kate  John 

Samuel  Campbell  Vicky  Parker 

Jacquelyn  Fields 

Please  be  advised  that  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  of  New  York  invites  you 
and  your  clan  mother  to  sit  on  the  Men's  and  Women's  Council  as  Bear  Clan 
Representatives.  At  the  duly  called  member  meeting  held  Saturday,  April 
25,  1998,  the  above  Men's  and  Women's  Council  was  approved  by  the  Cayuga 
People.  In  addition,  Sharon  LeRoy  and  Anita  Thompson  were  released  from 
their  positions  as  Office  Manager  and  Secretary  of  the  Cayuga  Nation.  Evie 


L.  Austin,  Turtle  Clan,  was  appointed  and  approved  by  the  Cayuga  People  as 
Secretary. 

Should  you  choose  not  to  become  included  in  the  recognized  leadership  of 
the  Cayuga  Nation,  we  will  proceed  forward  towards  reaching  a settlement  in 
the  land  claim.  Returning  to  our  homeland  and  establishing  economic 
development  for  our  people  is  our  first  priority  as  this  will  enable  us  to 
preserve  our  culture,  language  and  unique  heritage.  The  traditions  of  our 
fathers  are  of  great  importance.  The  Great  Law  is  truly  the  vehicle 
whereby  the  voice  of  the  people  can  be  heard.  Therefore,  we  are  confident 
the  above  changes  will  help  our  nation  move  forward  by  helping  our  people 
to  be  proud  of  who  they  are  and  begin  the  important  task  of  moving  home. 
Respectfully, 

Michael  M.  Campbell,  ID 
Nation  Representative 
Men's  Council,  Turtle  Clan 


I hereby  acknowledge  that  I have  read  the  above  correspondence  and  agree  to 
its  content  and  mailing. 

(Signature)  Frank  C.  Bonamie  - Chief,  Cayuga  Indian  Nation,  4/30/98 


cc . 

President  Michael  Schindler,  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians 

Tonawanda  Band  of  Senecas 

Oneida  Indian  Nation 

Tuscarora  Nation 

Mohawk  Nation,  Akwesasne 

Mohawk  Nation,  Kahnawake  Branch 

Onondaga  Nation 

Governor  Pataki 

Judith  A.  Hard,  Counsel  to  the  Governor 
Judge  Neal  P.  McCurn 
Howard  Bellman,  Esq. 

Eugene  Can  Voohris,  Esq. 

William  L.  Dorr,  Esq. 

Peter  J.  Wiernicki,  Esq. 

Kevin  Gover,  Asst.  Secretary  of  Indian  Affairs 
Franklin  Keel,  Eastern  Area  Director 
Six  Nation  Reserve,  Canada 

Seneca-Cayuga  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  via  Glen  M.  Feldman,  Esq. 

Heather  Sibbison,  Special  Assistant  to  Secretary 
Hank  Meshorer,  Department  of  Justice 

Jim  Clear,  Indian  Resources  Section  Environment  and  Natural  Resources 
Division 

David  B.  Roberts,  Assistant  Attorney  General 

Mayor  Peter  Salato,  Village  of  Cayuga 

Peter  Taylor,  Ducheneaux,  Taylor  and  Associates 

Catherine  Rombaut,  Wolf  Clan  Mother 

Edna  Printup,  Heron  Clan  Mother 

Corline  J.  Campbell,  Turtle  Clan  Mother 

All  Members  of  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  of  New  York  Men's  and  Women's 
Council 
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The  men  from  Meadow  Lake  Tribal  Council  motored  down  Nicaragua's  Rio  Coco 
in  dugout  canoes,  stopping  to  talk  business  under  the  coconut  trees  in  each 
community  they  passed. 

The  group  from  Saskatchewan  frequently  spent  the  night  dining  on  fruits 
and  beans  and  sleeping  on  concrete.  Often  they  would  sit  around  a fire  with 
the  village  elders  and  hear  stories  of  children  killing  in  war  and  they 
would  try  to  explain  snow  to  people  who  have  never  known  winter. 

A few  villages  ahead,  touching  down  in  a helicopter,  a group  of  Korean 
businessmen  were  making  their  pitch:  sell  your  trees  to  us,  they'd 
promise,  and  we  will  build  your  village  a baseball  diamond. 

The  men  from  Meadow  Lake  promised  nothing- -except  partnership.  They  made 
the  same  forestry  development  offer  to  72  Miskito  Indian  villages  in  the 
timber-rich  land  of  Nicaragua's  North  Atlantic  Coast.  Not  a single 
community  said  no. 

"Those  Koreans  haven't  moved  a stick  of  wood  for  a year  and  a half," 

Meadow  Lake  chief  executive  Ray  Ahenakew  said  with  a chuckle. 

The  Meadow  Lake  forestry  venture  reflects  a growing  trend  among  Canada's 
aboriginal  entrepreneurs , who  are  starting  to  see  bright  opportunities 
beyond  the  border.  They  are  encouraged  by  a more  pragmatic  native 
leadership- -most  marked  in  Phil  Fontaine,  national  chief  of  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations- -which  pushes  economic  development  as  key  to  self-government. 

"Revitalizing  first  nation  economies  should  not  be  restricted  to  Canada," 
Mr.  Fontaine  said,  "We  go  where  there  are  opportunities.  And  we  see  the 
benefits  in  doing  business  with  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  other  parts  of 
the  world.  We're  taking  a page  out  of  the  Team  Canada  trade  missions." 

And  Ottawa  is  happy  to  help  --  trade  officials  feel  that  Canada  is  missing 
the  boat  on  development  projects  funded  by  international  financial 
institutions  such  as  the  World  Bank.  The  country's  native  bands,  the  logic 
goes,  are  ideally  suited  to  helping  other  indigenous  people  set  up 
culturally  sensitive  schools,  build  houses  and  hospitals  in  remote 
communities  and  develop  their  natural  resources. 

"They've  got  the  capabilities,  and  they  understand  the  needs,"  said  David 
Elgie,  director  of  trade  for  Aboriginal  Business  Canada.  "It's  a natural 
match . " 

Deals  like  the  Meadow  Lake  project  could  get  much  easier  come  2005,  the 
target  date  for  a gigantic  free  trade  agreement  with  34  countries  in  the 
hemisphere  dubbed  the  Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas.  Negotiations  start 
this  week  in  Chile  on  the  treaty  which  would  open  up  new  markets  in  Central 
and  South  America.  Leaders  at  the  Santiago  summit  will  also  discuss  the 
issue  of  poverty  among  indigenous  peoples,  a topic  pushed  onto  the  agenda 
by  Canada. 

Despite  the  opportunities  (there  is  even  talk  of  crediting  an 
indigenous-to-indigenous  trade  mark),  there  are  few  aboriginal  companies  as 
established  as  Meadow  Lake,  which  runs  a forestry  operation  in  Northern 
Saskatchewan  worth  $60-million  a year.  Only  about  50  aboriginal  companies 
in  Canada  are  considered  airport-ready,  and  fewer  than  a dozen  have  made 
progress  singing  international  deals. 

Makivik  Corp.  a company  owned  by  the  Inuit  of  Northern  Quebec,  is  working 
on  a lobster  deal  with  the  Miskito  in  Nicaragua.  The  Saskatoon  Tribal 
Council  is  developing  a coffee  packaging  partnership  with  communities  in 
Guatemala . 

To  help  native  bands  make  international  links,  the  federal  government 
appointed  Blaine  Favel,  then  head  of  the  Saskatchewan  Federation  of  Indian 
Nations,  to  a new  post  as  counsellor  on  international  indigenous  issues  in 
January.  Since  taking  the  job,  Favel  has  traveled  to  Central  America  to  meet 
Mayan  and  Miskito  Indian  leaders.  "The  stories  are  the  same,"  he  said.  "So 
there's  a great  affinity.  And  trust  is  a large  part  of  business." 

At  the  Meadow  Lake  Tribal  Council,  work  is  under  way  to  sell  the  deal  to 
the  wary  Central  government  in  Nicaragua.  The  plan  is  to  set  up  a small 
sawmill  among  the  Miskito  Indians  and  harvest  a portion  of  the  pine  forest, 
splitting  the  initial  profits  in  half. 


Eventually,  the  Miskito  Indians  can  buy  out  Meadow  Lake  completely 
equipped  and  trained  to  run  their  own  operation.  Buyers,  encouraged  by  the 
unanimous  endorsement  from  the  communities  involved,  are  already  calling 
from  Texas,  Mr.  Ahenakew  said. 

"It's  a good  feeling."  he  said  about  his  connection  with  the  Miskito 
Indians.  "But  it's  also  the  safest  way  to  do  business." 
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March  19,  1998 

There  are  still  no  sincere,  productive  Lubicon  land  negotiations. 
The  province  "withdrew"  the  Grimshaw  "offer"  in  1995  claiming  falsely 
that  it  was  based  on  numbers  and  that  the  numbers  had  changed  but 
saying  that  they'd  transfer  land  back  to  the  federal  government  to 
create  a Lubicon  reserve  for  the  number  of  Lubicons  the  province  is 
satisfied  are  entitled  to  be  counted  for  purposes  of  determining 
reserve  land  size.  Transferring  land  back  to  the  Federal  government 
for  purposes  of  dealing  with  the  issue  of  outstanding  Indian  land 
rights  is  something  the  province  is  obligated  to  do  anyway  under  the 
1930  Land  Transfer  Agreement,  and  has  always  said  it  would  do,  but 
the  province  has  no  legal  or  historical  right  to  certify  Lubicon 
membership  --  something  which  would  effectively  constitute  a veto 
over  the  federal  government's  exclusive  constitutional  responsibility 
for  dealing  with  Indians  and  Indian  land  rights. 

Prior  to  Grimshaw  the  province  dreamed  up  historically  unique 
criteria  to  argue  that,  as  far  as  the  province  is  concerned,  there 
are  "seven  or  less"  Lubicons  with  land  rights.  This  provincial 
government  position  on  Lubicon  membership  would  effectively 
disenfranchise  the  majority  of  the  Lubicons  and  blocked  productive 
negotiation  of  Lubicon  land  rights  between  the  Federal  government  and 
the  Lubicons  until  Grimshaw.  Getting  around  the  dispute  over  Lubicon 
membership  without  the  province  having  to  admit  that  it  had  no  right 
to  certify  Lubicon  membership  is  the  reason  Getty  proposed  Grimshaw. 
(Since  provincial  "withdrawal"  of  the  Grimshaw  Accord,  a drunken 
Reddekopp  has  bragged  that  "there  won't  be  any  Lubicons  left  when 
(he's)  through  with  them".) 

Needless  to  say  if  the  province  is  allowed  to  renege  on  Grimshaw  it 
would  effectively  move  progress  toward  settlement  of  Lubicon  land 
rights  back  to  before  Grimshaw,  if  not  to  before  Fulton  who  proposed 
to  use  C-31  as  the  policy  of  the  day  to  determine  membership  --  and 
would  effectively  render  settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights 
practically  inconceivable.  That's  of  course  the  intent  of  the  Klein 
government  --  to  undo  the  Grimshaw  Accord  which  those  who  preceded 


Getty  and  have  since  regained  control  of  the  provincial  government 
never  liked  --  and  to  effectively  render  settlement  of  Lubicon  land 
rights  practically  inconceivable. 

Although  the  Lubicon  position  on  reserve  land  has  consistently 
remained  Grimshaw,  a reserve  land  proposal  to  the  province  was 
cooked-up  at  the  negotiating  table  in  Dune  of  1996  which  provided  for 
55.4  square  miles  under  the  land  transfer  agreement  (which  works  out 
to  reserve  land  for  277  people  under  the  Treaty  8 formula  -- 
providing  insight  into  the  number  the  province  is  likely  prepared  to 
agree  are  entitled) , and  up  to  another  40  square  miles  outside  of  the 
land  transfer  agreement  which  would  effectively  be  requested  from  the 
province  as  a gift  --  something  which  would  of  course  give  the 
province  considerably  enhanced  leverage  with  regard  to  the  issue  of 
sub-surface  rights  and  be  inconceivable  anyway  unless  the  province 
changes  its  malevolent  ways  and  current  position  on  certifying 
Lubicon  membership.  This  proposal  was  predictably  rejected  by  Lubicon 
leadership  as  both  unworkable  and  inconsistent  with  Grimshaw. 

The  Federal  government  tabled  the  latest  version  of  the 
"take-it-or-leave-it"  offer  based  on  normal  government  programs  and 
services  for  government  certified  Lubicon  membership  in  Duly  of  1996, 
saying  that  they'd  deal  later,  in  promised  "phase  II"  negotiations, 
with  Lubicon  settlement  proposals  which  can't  be  covered  under 
Millican's  current  (normal  government  programs  and  services)  mandate. 
As  with  the  so-called  "take-it-or-leave-it"  offer  tabled  in  1989  and 
again  in  1992,  things  not  covered  under  Millican's  current  mandate 
include  essential  economic  development,  a vocational  training  center, 
a community  recreation  centre,  self-government  and  financial 
compensation . 

In  December  of  1996,  foreshadowing  an  up-coming  federal  election  ala 
the  Dene  Metis  Agreement-In-Principle  in  the  fall  of  1988, 
negotiators  tried  three  times  to  get  the  Lubicons  to  sign 
agreements-in-principle  (AIP)  based  on  normal  government  programs  and 
services  for  government  certified  membership  but  including  an 
"undertaking"  that  the  feds  would  negotiate  missing  Lubicon 
settlement  items  like  economic  development  and  self-government  later 
--  in  promised  "good  faith"  phase  II  negotiations.  The  Lubicons 
predictably  refused  to  sign  these  agreements-in-principle  as 
substantively  no  different  than  the  "take-it-or-leave-it"  offer 
rejected  in  1989  and  again  in  1992. 

Chief  Bernard  Ominayak  had  consciously  decided  to  give  negotiators 
broad  latitude  to  come  up  with  a way  to  meet  known  Lubicon 
objectives.  Basically  he  let  them  go  until  they  started  pressing  the 
Lubicons  to  approve  documents  which  didn't  reflect  the  Lubicon 
position  on  settlement  issues  and  to  sign  related  AIPs  at  which  point 
he  concluded  that  giving  the  negotiators  carte  blanche  to  come  up 
with  ways  to  meet  Lubicon  objectives  wasn't  working. 

Bernard  Ominayak  therefore  effectively  suspended  negotiations  and 
asked  the  Lubicon  political  advisers  to  up-date  the  numbers  on 
Lubicon  settlement  proposals,  which  was  done  with  the  assistance  of 
the  same  independent  cost  assessors  involved  earlier.  With  Lubicon 
consent,  Toronto-based  lawyer  Owen  Young  was  involved  to  reconsider 
legal  clauses  in  the  1990  draft  Lubicon  settlement  agreement  prepared 
with  legal  advice  from  former  Lubicon  lawyer  Dames  O'Reilly  which  has 
since  been  questioned,  rightly  as  it  turns  out.  Lubicon  Chief  and 
Council  reviewed  and  revised  this  up-dated  draft  Lubicon  settlement 
agreement  word-by-word  three  times  before  approving  it. 

Harold  Cardinal  resigned  as  Lubicon  negotiator  in  March  of  1997 
citing  personal  reasons.  Millican  reacted  to  effective  suspension  of 
negotiations  by  publicly  blaming  Lubicon  adviser  Fred  Lennarson  for 
lack  of  negotiations  and  telling  one  reporter  that  the  problem  is 
that  "The  Lubicon  Cree  will  not  talk  to  the  (oil  and  forestry) 
industries  who  have  the  money  and  the  ability  to  set  up  education  and 
offer  them  life's  work.  In  the  meantime  the  Liberals  were  re-elected 
and  a woman  named  Dane  Stewart  was  appointed  to  replace  Ron  Irwin  as 
Indian  Affairs  Minister.  Like  Mr.  Irwin,  Ms.  Stewart  is  known  to  be  a 


devoted  follower  of  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien.  Last  Duly  Minister 
Stewart  announced  a cross-country  tour  to  meet  Indian  leaders  and 
discuss  problems  facing  aboriginal  people.  Bernard  Ominayak 
asked  to  meet  with  her  when  she  was  visiting  Edmonton  to  discuss 
putting  Lubicon  negotiations  back  on  track.  People  in  Stewart's 
office  responded  by  saying  she  was  too  busy  to  meet  the  chief  when 
she  was  visiting  Edmonton  but  that  she'd  be  pleased  to  meet  with  him 
at  some  future  date  in  Ottawa.  Her  officials  said  the  chief  should 
"key  up"  the  Ottawa  meeting  with  Harold  Millican  --  whose  problematic 
behaviour  is  of  course  one  of  the  things  Bernard  Ominayak  wanted  to 
discuss  with  the  new  Minister. 

When  Minister  Stewart  visited  Edmonton  she  told  reporters  that 
settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights  is  a government  priority  and  she 
urged  the  Lubicons  to  appoint  a new  negotiator,  someone  they  trust  as 
much  as  she  trusts  Mr.  Millican,  so  that  negotiations  can  resume. 
Lubicon  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak  responded  by  writing  Minister  Stewart 
a letter  telling  her  that  lack  of  a Lubicon  negotiator  is  not  the 
problem.  Minister  Stewart  responded  to  the  chief's  letter  by  having 
her  staff  phone  and  propose  a telephone  conference  call  with  him,  to 
discuss  Lubicon  proposals  for  putting  Lubicon  land  negotiations  back 
on  track.  He  agreed  but  the  Minister  didn't  call  at  the  appointed 
time.  People  in  her  office  later  explained  that  she'd  been  called 
into  an  emergency  Cabinet  meeting  and  suggested  another  date  and  time 
for  the  proposed  telephone  conference  call.  A new  time  and  date  was 
agreed  but  the  Minister  didn't  call  again. 

Bernard  Ominayak  and  Minister  Stewart  finally  talked  by  phone  last 
October  1st  and  the  Minister  agreed  to  appoint  Brad  Morse  to  talk  to 
Owen  Young  about  Lubicon  proposals  for  putting  Lubicon  land 
negotiations  back  on  track.  Basically  Lubicon  proposals  for  putting 
negotiations  back  on  track  are  the  same  as  agreed  between  the 
Lubicons  and  Mr.  Irwin  in  February  of  1994j  namely,  that  the 
governments  of  Canada  and  Alberta  agree  to  honour  agreements  already 
made  and  to  use  Lubicon  settlement  proposals  as  the  basis  for 
negotiating  Lubicon  land  rights  --as  distinct  from  effectively 
limiting  talks  to  what's  possible  under  normal  government  programs 
and  services. 

Brad  Morse  was  Minister  Irwin's  Executive  Assistant  and  heavily 
involved  in  Millican 's  appointment  as  well  as  the  February  1994 
agreement  on  a mutually  acceptable  basis  for  negotiations  which  was 
subsequently  broken  by  Mr.  Irwin,  re-negotiated  by  Mr.  Irwin's  staff 
and  then  ignored  by  Mr.  Millican.  (Mr.  Irwin  is  now  an  advisor  to 
Prime  Minister  Chretien  working  in  the  Prime  Minister's  office  with 
responsibility  for,  among  other  things,  orienting  and  advising  the 
new  Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart  on  things  like  appointment 
of  Mr.  Morse. ) 

Brad  Morse  phoned  Owen  Young  on  October  10th.  In  and  of  itself  this 
ten  day  hiatus  between  notification  of  Mr.  Morse's  appointment  and 
the  time  he  first  makes  contact  may  be  frustrating  but  seems 
innocuous.  Viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  representing  a clear  pattern 
over  time  which  has  been  going  on  consistently  ever  since,  however, 
it  constitutes  a transparent  tactic  for  buying  time  while  Lubicon 
people  die  and  efforts  to  tear  Lubicon  society  asunder  continue. 

Instead  of  talking  with  Owen  Young  about  Lubicon  proposals  for 
putting  Lubicon  land  negotiations  back  on  track,  as  agreed  by  the 
Minister  and  Bernard  Ominayak,  Mr.  Morse  insisted  on  conducting  an 
inquiry  into  what  went  wrong  with  the  Cardinal/Millican  round  of 
negotiations.  He  proposed  to  talk  to  everyone  who'd  been  involved 
including  Lubicon  lawyers,  negotiators  and  other  advisors. 

The  Lubicons  declined  to  participate  in  the  "fact  finding  mission" 
proposed  by  Mr.  Morse,  both  because  it  didn't  make  sense  to  have  Mr. 
Irwin's  ex-Executive  Assistant  conduct  an  inquiry  into  whether  he, 

Mr.  Irwin  and  the  negotiator  they'd  appointed  had  bollixed  the 
negotiations,  but  also  because  such  an  inquiry  would  do  nothing  to 
advance  settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights.  Everybody  knows  how  such 
inquiries  are  used  in  the  British  colonial  system  to  buy  time  and 


diffuse  political  heat  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  the  problem 
supposedly  being  examined  will  die  or  go  away. 

Mr.  Morse  refused  to  take  no  for  an  answer  from  Owen  Young,  telling 
Owen  Young  that  he's  considered  a bleeding  heart  liberal  in  Ottawa, 
and  that  if  the  Lubicons  won't  talk  to  him  people  in  Ottawa  will 
simply  conclude  that  the  Lubicons  won't  talk  to  anybody  and  will 
write  the  Lubicons  off  as  impossible.  On  instructions  from  the 
Lubicons  Owen  Young  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Morse  that  the  Lubicons  aren't 
refusing  to  talk  to  Mr.  Morse  but  only  insisting  on  talking  about 
what  the  Chief  and  the  Minister  agreed  on  October  1st. 

Mr.  Morse  then  took  the  position  that  if  the  Lubicons  won't  talk  to 
him  he'll  have  to  report  to  the  Minister  that  the  Federal  and  and  the 
Provincial  governments  are  willing  to  talk  but  not  the  Lubicons  -- 
that  the  Lubicons  are  the  problem  preventing  settlement  because  they 
refuse  to  talk  to  him.  On  instructions  from  the  Lubicons  Owen  Young 
again  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Morse  that  the  Lubicons  aren't  refusing  to 
talk  to  Mr.  Morse  but  only  insisting  on  talking  about  what  the  Chief 
and  the  Minister  agreed  on  October  1st. 

Mr.  Morse  then  insisted  on  talking  directly  to  the  Lubicon  Chief 
saying  that  he  couldn't  understand  what  had  gone  wrong  with 
negotiations  since  the  last  time  he  talked  to  Bernard  Ominayak  things 
were  going  swimmingly.  The  Chief  has  no  idea  what  earlier  discussion 
Mr.  Morse  is  talking  about  but  agreed  to  meet  with  Mr.  Morse  on 
December  11th  to  personally  reiterate  the  Lubicon  position  on  the 
proposed  inquiry  and  putting  Lubicon  negotiations  back  on  track. 

The  day  before  the  scheduled  December  11th  meeting  Bernard  Ominayak 
received  a faxed  letter  from  the  Minister,  dated  a month  earlier, 
claiming  falsely  that  she  and  Bernard  Ominayak  had  agreed  to  the 
Morse  "fact  finding  exercise"  when  they  spoke  on  October  1st.  During 
the  meeting  the  next  day,  however,  Mr.  Morse  denied  that  either  he  or 
the  Minister  had  ever  called  him  "a  fact  finder".  He  said  firmly 
"Those  are  not  my  words  or  the  Minister's". 

During  the  December  11th  meeting  Mr.  Morse  also  denied  that  Mr. 
Millican's  mandate  had  been  limited  to  normal  government  programs  and 
services,  begging  the  question  of  who  limited  Mr.  Millican's  mandate 
if  not  the  government  that  appointed  him  --  especially  since  Mr. 
Millican  personally  knows  very  little  about  normal  departmental 
programs  and  services  and  the  package  tabled  with  the  Lubicons  is 
known  to  have  been  developed  by  Departmental  officials  working  in  the 
Alberta  Regional  Office  of  Indian  Affairs. 

During  the  December  11th  meeting  Mr.  Morse  said  he'd  be  reporting  to 
Minister  Stewart  the  following  Wednesday  --  December  17th.  He  said 
"She  may  say  fine  and  make  decisions  to  proceed  now  or  ask  me  to  make 
further  inquiries". 

Lubicon  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak  mentioned  the  December  17th  meeting 
between  Mr.  Morse  and  the  Minister  in  his  follow-up  letter  to  the 
Minister.  On  December  17th  Mr.  Morse  angrily  denied  to  Owen  Young 
that  he  ever  said  he'd  be  meeting  with  the  Minister  on  the  17th.  He 
said  "That's  a lie".  Mr.  Morse  did  not  indicate  why  he  thought  the 
Lubicons  would  make  up  such  a thing.  It  can  only  be  guessed  that  Mr. 
Morse  was  criticized  for  putting  the  Minister  on  the  spot  to  make  a 
decision . 

Lying  about  something  he  said  which  comes  back  to  haunt  him  is 
something  Mr.  Morse  has  been  seen  doing  before.  He  did  basically  the 
same  thing  in  February  of  1994  when  he  proposed  an  inquiry  into  civil 
service  misdeeds  with  regard  to  the  Laboucan  family  initiative.  His 
proposal  was  recorded  in  a memo  which  was  shared  with  Mr.  Irwin.  Mr. 
Irwin  blew-up  denying  that  he  ever  proposed  to  call  such  an  inquiry. 
There's  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Morse  denied  to  an  angry  Mr.  Irwin  that 
he'd  made  that  proposal. 

Notably  later  in  another  context  Mr.  Morse  casually  mentioned  in 
passing  to  Lubicon  lawyer  Owen  Young  that  he  and  the  Minister  had 
indeed  met  on  December  16th  to  discuss  the  December  11th  meeting. 
Although  the  discussion  had  moved  on  by  that  point  it  was  already 


clear  that  the  Minister  had  not  decided  to  simply  accept  Lubicon 
proposals  for  putting  Lubicon  land  negotiations  back  on  track. 

Pursuant  to  the  December  11th  meeting  Mr.  Morse  agreed  to  meet  with 
Lubicon  lawyer  Owen  Young  to  review  and  clarify  Lubicon  settlement 
proposals.  That  meeting  took  place  on  December  23rd.  Questions 
arising  out  of  the  December  23rd  meeting  were  to  be  answered  prior  to 
Mr.  Morse  reporting  to  the  Minister  on  February  4th.  Predictably  more 
games  followed.  On  February  12th  Lubicon  lawyer  Owen  Young  learned 
from  Mr.  Morse  that  Mr.  Morse  didn't  meet  with  the  Minister  on 
February  4th.  Instead  Mr.  Morse  said  he  met  with  officials  of  Indian 
Affairs,  Justice  and  Finance  to  discuss  Lubicon  settlement  proposals 
--  proposals  which  have  in  fact  been  endlessly  reviewed  and  assessed 
by  successive  hordes  of  federal  lawyers  and  officials  going  back  to 
the  Fulton  Inquiry  in  1985.  Mr.  Morse  told  Lubicon  lawyer  Owen  Young 
that  he  then  "hoped  to  be  through  his  departmental  meetings  in  time 
to  meet  with  the  Minister  either  (the  week  of  February  16  or  February 
22nd) " . 

Notice  how  days  of  delay  become  weeks  of  delay  which  in  turn  lead  to 
now  7 months  of  delay.  Delay,  someone  once  said,  is  the  deadliest 
form  of  denial.  That  may  not  be  true  in  all  cases  but  it's  certainly 
true  in  the  Lubicon  case  --  as  both  levels  of  Canadian  government 
know  and  count  on. 

On  February  26th  Mr.  Morse  told  Owen  Young  that  the  departmental 
meetings  scheduled  for  the  end  of  the  week  of  February  12th  had  been 
cancelled  and  didn't  occur  until  February  20th.  Mr.  Morse  told  Owen 
Young  that  officials  from  both  Indian  Affairs  and  the  Department  of 
Justice  are  continuing  to  assess  the  draft  Lubicon  settlement 
proposal.  Mr.  Morse  told  Owen  Young  that  it  was  clear  that  "the 
substantive  work  on  much  of  the  Lubicon  position  had  simply  never 
been  done". 

That's  baloney.  There's  not  a single  aspect  of  the  Lubicon  situation 
and  proposals  which  hasn't  been  thoroughly  and  repeatedly  reviewed, 
assessed  and  continually  up-dated  both  legally  and  technically  going 
back  to  at  least  the  Fulton  Inquiry  in  1985. 

Senior  Justice  Department  lawyer  Ivan  Whitehall  has  been  on  the 
Lubicon  file  and  generating  relevant  legal  opinions  going  back  to  at 
least  the  retroactive  caveat  legislation  in  1975  --  when  the  federal 
government  first  demonstrated  their  peculiar  definition  of  fiduciary 
responsibility  by  filing  a submission  in  support  of  provincial 
refusal  to  file  the  Lubicon  caveat. 

In  1981  all  of  the  relevant  legal  settlement  issues  were  explicitly 
canvassed  with  another  senior  Justice  Department  lawyer  named  Flobson 
as  part  of  an  exercise  to  determine  whether  the  federal  government  in 
their  capacity  as  fiduciary  would  finance  legal  action  to  obtain 
judicial  rulings  on  legal  points  in  dispute.  Predictably  the  federal 
government  decided  against  funding  such  legal  action  expressly 
refusing  to  fund  legal  action  to  challenge  their  legal  opinions  on 
legal  points  in  dispute. 

Justice  Department  lawyers  have  since  been  intimately  involved  with 
half-a-dozen  Lubicon  legal  actions,  including  one  initiated  by  the 
federal  government  themselves  in  1987  when  they  asked  the  courts  to 
impose  a settlement  based  on  the  federal  government's  current  legal 
position  on  Lubicon  land  rights,  and  more  recently  as  a named  party 
in  the  Billy  Joe  injunction  application  which  tried  to  enjoin  Lubicon 
negotiations  based  essentially  on  the  province's  highly  contentious 
legal/political/constitutional  position  on  aboriginal  land  rights. 

Needless  to  say  all  of  these  legal  actions  and  maneuvers  require  the 
federal  government  to  have  continually  up-dated  legal  opinions  on  the 
evolving  Lubicon  situation. 

In  addition  Justice  Department  lawyers  have  been  intimately  involved 
in  Lubicon  settlement  negotiations  going  back  to  the  Fulton  Inquiry 
in  1985  when  Mr.  Whitehall  provided  Mr.  Fulton  with  legal  advice  on 
both  Lubicon  land  rights  and  on  Lubicon  settlement  proposals.  Mr. 
Whitehall  was  then  a fully  participating  member  of  the  federal 
negotiating  team  in  1988/89  and  1992  and  provided  all  kinds  of  legal 


opinions  on  relevant  issues  including  opinions  on  whether  the 
Lubicons  had  aboriginal  rights  or  only  an  outstanding  treaty  land 
entitlement,  on  membership,  on  financial  compensation,  on 
self-government  and  on  arbitration  of  issues  that  couldn't 
be  resolved  through  negotiations. 

During  the  1995/96  round  of  negotiations  a Justice  Department  lawyer 
named  Hilchie  was  a member  of  the  federal  negotiating  team  and  was 
actively  involved  in  discussing  and  drafting  various  related  legal 
documents  --  none  of  which  is  conceivable  without  continually 
up-dated  legal  opinions  on  relevant  issues. 

Similarly  squads  of  departmental  technical  people  provided  Mr.  Fulton 
with  technical  assessments  of  Lubicon  settlement  proposals  in  1985; 
they  assessed  and  actually  negotiated  Lubicon  settlement  proposals 
during  negotiations  in  1988/89;  they  purposefully  distorted  and 
misrepresented  Lubicon  settlement  proposals  in  1989;  they  assessed 
and  deliberately  obfuscated  Lubicon  settlement  proposals  in  1992  and 
they  then  assessed  and  selectively  deferred  Lubicon  settlement 
proposals  to  "phase  II"  negotiations  in  1995/96.  All  of  this 
frustratingly  deceitful,  deceptive,  manipulative  and  non-productive 
behaviour  is  nonetheless  inconceivable  without  a through  technical 
knowledge  of  Lubicon  settlement  proposals 

Lastly,  at  the  suggestion  of  federal  negotiators,  mutually  agreed 
independent  cost  assessors  were  involved  to  independently  check 
Lubicon  numbers  both  in  1992  and  again  in  1995/96.  Both  times  agents 
of  the  federal  government  actively  tried  to  manipulate  the  outcome  of 
the  independent  cost  assessor  exercise,  and  they  ignored  the  results 
they  didn't  like,  but  there's  no  question  that  they've  checked  and 
never  tried  to  challenge  the  technical  conclusions  of  the  independent 
cost  assessors'  work.  (The  same  mutually  agreed  independent  cost 
assessors  also  participated  in  up-dating  the  Lubicon  settlement 
proposals . ) 

On  February  26th  Mr.  Morse  advised  Lubicon  lawyer  Owen  Young  that  he 
expects  government  officials  to  complete  their  assessment  by  the  end 
of  March  or  early  April.  In  light  of  the  time  these  officials  are 
taking,  Mr.  Morse  said,  he  proposed  to  go  the  Minister  twice  --  first 
by  mid-March  on  the  question  of  resuming  negotiations  or  not  and  the 
possible  appointment  of  a new  federal  negotiator;  then  again  by  early 
April  after  Justice  and  Indian  Affairs  have  finished  their 
assessments  to  get  a decision  on  "mandate  issues".  All  dates,  Mr. 

Morse  advised,  are  of  course  tentative. 

On  March  12th  Mr.  Morse  told  Owen  Young  that  the  Minister  would  be 
phoning  Bernard  Ominayak  "probably  Monday  or  Tuesday  of  next  week"  to 
talk  with  him  directly.  No  details  were  provided  but  Mr.  Morse  did 
say  that  Bernard  Ominayak  will  be  pleased  with  what  Stewart  has  to 
say.  The  minister  did  not  call. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  when  the  Minister  does  call  she  will  simply 
provide  a Ministerial  version  of  the  things  Mr.  Morse  has  been  saying 
to  Owen  Young;  namely,  that  federal  lawyers  and  technicians  are 
assessing  Lubicon  proposals  and  that  she  expects  to  be  able  to  return 
to  the  negotiating  table  possibly  as  early  as  April.  It  is  also  to  be 
expected  that  she  will  pretend  to  consult  on  appointment  of  Brad 
Morse  as  the  new  federal  negotiator.  That's  the  way  these  jokers  buy 
time,  a little  seemingly  reasonable  bit  at  a time  but  the  results 
over  time  are  deadly  for  the  Lubicons. 

The  Lubicons  have  thus  been  seeking  unsuccessfully  to  put  Lubicon 
land  negotiations  back  on  track  since  last  August  when  they 
officially  asked  the  new  Minister  if  the  federal  government  are 
prepared  to  honour  agreements  already  made  and  to  use  Lubicon 
settlement  proposals  as  the  basis  for  negotiating  Lubicon  land 
rights.  The  Lubicons  have  put  these  same  questions  repeatedly  since 
last  August  but  instead  of  answers  they  get  proposals  to  conduct  an 
inquiry  into  what  went  wrong  with  the  last  round  of  negotiations, 
assurances  that  Lubicon  proposals  are  being  assessed,  efforts 
to  discuss  consultation  on  appointment  of  a possible  new  negotiator 


(likely  Mr.  Morse),  suggestions  that  the  Minister  is  considering  the 
possibility  of  resuming  negotiations  (which  the  Lubicons  aren't  in 
principle  prepared  to  do  without  agreement  on  a mutually  acceptable 
basis  for  negotiations),  and,  most  recently,  tantalizing  tidbits  from 
Mr.  Morse  suggesting  that  the  feds  are  looking  for  ways  to  obtain  the 
necessary  legal  opinions,  the  necessary  political  mandate  and  the 
necessary  money  to  fund  Lubicon  settlement  proposals  without  the 
necessity  of  further  input  from  the  Lubicons. 

More  likely  these  tantalizing  enticements  will  be  used  to  try  and 
lure  the  Lubicons  back  to  the  negotiating  table  without  any  awkward 
federal  commitment  to  honour  past  agreements  or  to  use  Lubicon 
settlement  proposals  as  the  basis  for  negotiating  a settlement  of 
Lubicon  land  rights.  The  intent  will  likely  be  to  again  tie  the 
Lubicons  up  around  the  negotiating  table  so  they  can't  be  doing 
anything  embarrassing,  other  than  of  course  dying,  while  both  levels 
of  Canadian  government  continue  working  to  tear  apart  what  remains  of 
Lubicon  society. 

That's  certainly  what  history  suggests  the  Federal  government  is 
about  --  not,  as  Mr.  Morse  has  been  implying  to  Owen  Young  recently, 
that  the  government  is  putting  together  a settlement  package  based  on 
Lubicon  settlement  proposals. 

In  1988  the  Federal  government  proposed  to  see  what  could  be  covered 
by  normal  government  programs  and  services,  to  identify  gaps  and  to 
then  seek  special  appropriations  to  meet  those  gaps.  While  the 
Lubicons  agreed  to  proceed  in  this  way  in  1988  it's  not  likely  that 
they  would  have  agreed  even  then  to  negotiate  a settlement  of  Lubicon 
land  rights  based  solely  on  what  could  be  covered  by  obviously 
inadequate  normal  government  programs  and  services. 

After  looking  at  what  could  be  covered  by  normal  government  programs 
and  services,  in  January  of  1989  the  Federal  negotiators  tabled  their 
"take-it-or-leave-it"  offer  based  solely  on  normal  government 
programs  and  services.  Negotiations  predictably  broke. 

In  1991  then  federal  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Tom  Siddon,  reportedly 
under  pressure  from  Daishowa  who  told  him  he  couldn't  credibly  claim 
to  have  the  Lubicon  situation  under  control  when  the  federal 
government  and  the  Lubicons  weren't  even  talking,  asked  for  a meeting 
with  the  chief.  Shortly  before  the  scheduled  meeting  Mr.  Siddon  met 
with  the  editorial  board  of  the  Edmonton  Journal,  falsely  told  the 
editorial  board  that  Bernard  Ominayak  had  requested  the  meeting,  and 
told  the  editorial  board  that  he'd  agreed  to  the  meeting  but  that  the 
"take-it-or-leave-it"  offer  stood  and  wouldn't  be  changed. 

During  the  subsequent  meeting  with  Lubicon  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak  Mr. 
Siddon  pressed  for  resumption  of  negotiations.  Informed  of  what  Mr. 
Siddon  had  told  the  editorial  board,  Bernard  Ominayak  gave  Mr.  Siddon 
a copy  of  draft  Lubicon  settlement  proposals  and  asked  for  a 
reaction.  Bernard  Ominayak  told  Mr.  Siddon  that  there  was  nothing  to 
talk  about  if  the  Federal  government  wouldn't  reconsider  the 
unacceptable  "take-it-or-leave-it"  offer  or  seriously  entertain 
Lubicon  settlement  proposals. 

Mr.  Siddon  referred  draft  Lubicon  settlement  proposals  to  the 
negotiating  table  where  federal  negotiators  proposed  to  hire  mutually 
agreed  independent  cost  assessors  supposedly  to  check  Lubicon 
numbers,  surreptitiously  tried  to  limit  the  mandate  of  the 
independent  cost  assessors  to  what  could  be  covered  under  normal 
government  programs  and  services,  ignored  independent  cost  assessor 
conclusions  when  they  failed  to  limit  the  mandate  and  then 
effectively  re-tabled  the  "take-it-or-leave-it"  offer  artfully 
manipulating  the  numbers  to  make  them  look  bigger  by  doing 
things  like  adding  the  cost  of  reserve  land  supposedly  being 
"contributed"  by  the  province  and  comparing  1989  numbers  to  1992 
numbers  without  taking  into  account  the  impact  of  inflation. 

Negotiations  consequently  broke  again  in  1992  for  exactly  the  same 
reasons  as  in  1989;  namely,  no  provision  for  the  Lubicons  to  once 
again  become  socially  and  economically  self-sufficient. 

In  February  of  1994  Mr.  Irwin  asked  Bernard  Ominayak  what  the 


Lubicons  would  propose  as  the  basis  for  resuming  negotiations. 

Bernard  Ominayak  said  he  would  propose  that  both  levels  of  Canadian 
government  honour  agreements  already  made  and  that  Lubicon  settlement 
proposals  be  used  as  the  basis  for  negotiating  a settlement  of 
Lubicon  land  rights.  Mr.  Irwin  said  he  considered  Bernard  Ominayak' s 
proposals  reasonable  and  asked  him  for  a letter  spelling  out  the 
Lubicon  position  and  listing  agreements  already  made.  Mr.  Irwin  said 
he'd  respond  in  a couple  of  days  after  receiving  the  requested  letter 
from  the  chief.  Bernard  Ominayak  provided  the  requested  letter  a 
couple  of  days  later.  Mr.  Irwin  did  not  respond  to  this  letter, 
however,  until  the  following  Duly  when  he  sent  the  chief  a letter 
proposing  instead  to  negotiate  an  outstanding  treaty  land  entitlement 
and  to  direct  Lubicon  settlement  proposals  "to  the  appropriate 
processes  and  officials. . .for  consideration  within  existing 
authorities  and  associated  funding" . 

The  Lubicons  predictably  refused  to  proceed  on  the  basis  of  an 
approach  which  would  have  ceded  their  unceded  aboriginal  land  rights 
before  talks  even  started  and  to  again  limit  talks  to  what  could  be 
covered  under  demonstrably  inadequate  normal  government  programs  and 
services . 

After  considerable  criticism  that  the  new  Liberal  government  was 
behaving  exactly  the  same  way  as  the  Conservatives  they'd  criticized 
while  in  opposition,  Mr.  Irwin's  staff  contacted  the  Lubicons  in 
September  of  1994  and  asked  for  another  letter  from  Bernard  Ominayak 
saying  "this  time  the  Minister  (Irwin)  will  agree"  to  Lubicon 
proposals  on  a basis  for  negotiations. 

"RE : inco  Meeting"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Apr  1998  14:24:03  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : Column  by  Mick  Lowe 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKLI.CA> 

Mick  Lowe's  recent  'Northern  Life'  column: 

T0R0NT0--So  this  was  Inco's  "No  Tears"  Annual  Shareholder ' s Meeting 

No  tears  for  the  company's  laid  off  workers  here  On  the  Rock. 

No  tears  for  the  $4.3  billion  blown  on  Voisey's  Bay,  and  no  write 
down  of  this  clearly  overvalued  asset. 

And  no  tears  for  the  declining  share  price,  diminished  dividends, 
or  two  consecutive  quarterly  losses.  Two  - and  counting. 

No,  this  was  the  learn  nothing,  admit  nothing,  regret  nothing, 
circle-the-wagons,  bunker  mentality,  I ' m-all-right-Dack  Inco  annual  meeting 

And  you  know  what?  It  worked.  Derry  Rodgers  and  the  INCO 
spin-meisters  deserve  to  be  congratulated.  Nobody  laid  a glove  on  INCO  CEO 
Mike  Sopko.  Not  even  close. 

And  when  I say  bunker  mentality,  I'm  not  kidding.  Docile 
shareholders  were  herded  like  sheep  ripe  for  a fleecing  into  the  Dohn  W.  H. 
Bassett  Auditorium,  deep  in  the  bowels  of  the  Metro  Toronto  Convention 
Centre. 

The  walls  of  this  dismal  place  were  chocolate  brown,  the  same 
colour  as  the  substance  that  was  mostly  being  slung  around  from  the  dais 
this  past  Wednesday,  which  was  also,  coincidentally  and  ironically.  Earth 
Day.  (When  a passing  reference  was  made  to  this  fact  by  one 
environmentally-minded  questioner,  an  audible  groan  passed  through  the 
well-heeled  assemblage.) 

Oh,  the  Rock  was  well  represented,  and  our  contingent  - 
Steelworkers  Area  Supervisor  Wayne  Fraser,  Local  6500  President  Gary  "Red" 
Patterson,  Local  6600  President  Denis  Dellaire,  and  Nickel  Centre  Mayor 
(and  Local  6500  member)  Dohn  Fera  struggled  manfully  to  communicate  some  of 
the  anger  and  the  desperation  recent  events  at  Inco  have  engendered  here  On 
the  Rock. 

They  spoke  well,  and  from  the  heart,  and  Mike  Sopko  welcomed  them 
warmly,  with  all  the  meaning  and  evident  sincerity  of  rainwater  falling  on 


greasy  glass. 

Especially  ominous,  I thought  was  his  greeting  to  Patterson: 

"Gary's  one  of  the  most  trustworthy  Presidents  we've  had  up  there,"  Sopko 
confided  reassuringly  to  the  hundreds  of  gray-haired  suits. 

And  folks,  after  Wednesday's  meeting,  it's  clear  to  me  that  when 
Mike  Sopko  welcomes  you  like  that  it's  time  to  start  locking  up  the  cutlery 
and  marking  the  rye. 

No,  somehow,  all  our  plaints  fell  wide  of  the  mark.  I watched  the 
pliant,  well  tailored  masses  as  our  workers'  tribunes  spoke.  They  were 
absolutely  stoical,  unmoved  that  our  children  have  no  jobs,  that  people 
with  26  or  28  years'  loyal  service  to  "their"  company  now  find  themselves 
on  the  street,  or  that  the  highly  prized  industrial  peace  between  Inco  and 
Local  6500  has  now  been  ruptured. 

I tried  to  see  us  through  their  eyes.  We  seemed  tiresome, 
down-at-heel,  country  bumpkins  from  the  North,  and  when  Sopko  and  his 
minions  repeated,  for  the  umpteenth  time,  that  the  layoffs  were  "a  last 
resort"  and  that  they  knew  best  how  to  safeguard  the  "shareholders 
interests,"  like  the  Big  Lie,  it  began  somehow  to  all  make  sense. 

The  one  real  moment  in  the  whole  meeting  was  when  Ben  Michel,  the 
representative  of  the  Innu  Nation,  rose  to  give  "a  clear  warning  to  the 
shareholders,  especially  the  major  shareholders." 

Mike  Sopko  had  considerably  overstated  the  extent  of  progress  in 
Impact  and  Benefit  Agreement  negotiations  between  the  company  and  the  Innu, 
Michel  cautioned. 

"A  lot  has  to  happen  before  the  Innu  feel  comfortable.  If  the  Innu 
are  not  happy,  rest  assured  you're  going  to  lose  money.  You're  going  to 
lose  if  you  can't  get  your  CEO  to  deal  with  the  Innu  in  an  honourable  way." 

You  could  have  heard  a pin  drop  and  there  was  suddenly  an  intensity 
in  the  room,  because  the  shareholders  understood  that  Michel  and  his  1,500 
people  in  the  Northern  Labrador  bush  exercise  real  power  over  the  future  of 
Voisey's  Bay. 

The  Innu  want  no  part  of  any  partnership  with  the  Mike  Sopkos  of 
this  world,  and  after  watching  Sopko' s performance  last  week  - by  turns 
unctuous,  pettish,  and  petulant  - I,  for  one,  don't  blame  them. 

Several  time  during  the  post-meeting  news  conference  Inco  President 
Scott  Hand  was  forced  to  intervene  to  soften  some  of  his  CEO's  more 
insensitive  remarks. 

It  is  hard  to  imagine  two  groups  in  our  entire  species  more  at  odds 
in  their  values,  experience,  cultures,  and  priorities  than  the  management 
team  of  the  International  Nickel  Company  and  the  people  of  the  Innu  Nation. 

I'll  predict  flatly  right  here  and  now  that  the  Innu  will  never, 
ever  consent  to  a collaboration  on  their  land  with  a corporation  whose 
leaders  so  transparently  betray  insincerity,  false  flattery,  and  a 
boundless  capacity  for  self-  and  public  delusion,  as  Inco  so  brazenly 
displayed  on  Wednesday. 

And  in  a contest  on  the  ground  in  Northern  Labrador  who  would  you 
bet  on?  lohnny-Come-Lately  Inco,  or  the  Innu,  who  have  been  there  for 
thousands  of  years? 

Eventually,  though  it  may  take  some  years  yet,  it  will  sink  in  to 
these  same  shareholders,  whose  interests  and  understanding  of  the  world  are 
at  once  so  narrow  and  so  primitive,  that  they  need  the  Innu  far  more  than 
the  Innu  need  them. 

Oh  yes,  the  No  Tears  Annual  Meeting  was  a great  success  for  the 
spin-meisters,  who  managed  to  dodge  the  tough  questions  and  defer  the  still 
tougher  answers  that  might,  just  maybe,  have  prepared  their  company  to 
survive  in  the  new  millennia. 

But  for  the  rest  of  us,  who  love  this  industry  and  this  community, 
nothing  good,  nothing  good  at  all,  will  come  from  this  meeting.  And  for  us 
there  will  be  more  tears.  Lots  and  lots  of  tears. 

— "RE:  Support  for  Gustafsen  Inquiry"  - 

Date:  Tue,  28  Apr  1998  23:29:21  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Support  for  Gustafsen  Inquiry 


-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

The  call  for  an  inquiry  into  the  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  standoff 
continues  to  grow.  The  latest  addition  to  the  list  of  individuals  and 
organizations  to  express  their  support  is  the  Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition 
of  BC,  a coalition  of  aboriginal  organizations , the  major  churches  of 
Canada  and  local  community  groups. 

(Letter  appended  below.) 

Yet  despite  the  increasing  pressure  both  domestically  and  internationally, 
both  the  NDP  government  of  British  Columbia  and  the  federal  government  of 
Canada  continue  to  stonewall  the  public  inquiry  call.  Please  help  keep  up 
the  pressure! 
write  to: 

Glen  Clark,  Premier  of  British  Columbia 

Parliament  Buildings,  Victoria,  B.C.,  Canada,  V8V  1X4 
Phone:  (250)  387-1715,  (604)  431-8119 
Fax:  (250)  387-0087,  (604)  660-0279 
Email:  mailto:premier@gov.bc.ca 
lean  Chretien,  Prime  Minister  of  Canada 

House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ont.,  Canada,  K1A  0A6 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211 
Fax:  (613)  941-6900 
Faxing  by  email: 

mailto: remote -printer . 3ean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 
For  more  information  and  ideas  of  how  to  help,  please  visit: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ gustmain . html 


VIA  FACSIMILE 

ARC  BC  - 1611  Quadra  Street,  Victoria  BC,  V8W  2L5  Canada 
April  8,  1998 
Phil  Fontaine 
Grand  Chief 

Assembly  of  First  Nations 
Dear  Chief  Fontaine: 

Re:  Inquiries  on  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash 

The  Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition  of  Victoria  (ARC  Victoria)  strongly 
supports  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations'  call  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
events  surrounding  both  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash.  For  the  government 
to  invoke  the  use  of  armed  force  - and  particularly  the  use  of  the  army  - 
against  its  own  citizens  is  one  of  the  gravest  and  most  severe  actions 
that  a government  can  make.  In  spite  of  these  actions,  the  government  has 
failed  to  provide  a proper  explanation  of  the  circumstances. 

We  are  concerned  that  seemingly  unfettered  use  of  the  military  and 
police  power  was  conducted  without  proper  and  public  accountability.  An 
inquiry  is  long  overdue.  An  inquiry  should  ask  the  following  questions: 

- What  was  the  decision  process  leading  to  the  standoffs?  Who  made  the 
decisions,  and  who  was  in  charge  at  each  point  in  the  process?  A key  issue 
is  accountability:  those  responsible  for  the  decisions  to  employ  armed 
force  must  be  prepared  to  explain  their  reasons  and  be  held  responsible 
for  them. 

- Why  were  negotiations  with  the  Gustafsen  Lake  protesters  broken  off, 
particularly  in  light  of  public  statements  made  by  native  RCMP  that  they 
had  recommended  and  believed  that  negotiations  would  resolve  the  issue? 

- Why  are  the  government.  Army,  RCMP,  and  OPP  so  quick  to  use  such 
excessive  force  against  Native  protesters?  In  the  case  of  Gustafsen  Lake, 
the  protesters  were  a relatively  small  group  of  individuals  who  posed  no 
threat  to  the  general  public.  The  Ipperwash  protesters,  meanwhile, 
demonstrating  peacefully  for  a well-supported  land  claim,  were  unarmed, 
and  specifically  held  off  their  protest  until  after  the  park  had  been 
closed  to  the  public  for  the  season.  It  is  our  impression  that  such 
excessive  force  would  not  have  been  considered  in  a similar  situation  had 
the  protesters  not  been  Native. 


- What  was  the  role  of  the  media  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff?  Various 
reports  have  indicated  that  the  army  and  the  RCMP  fabricated  or 
exaggerated  the  actions  of  the  protesters  in  order  to  justify  the  use  of 
force.  There  needs  to  be  a formal  public  policy  for  managing  how  our  armed 
forces  use  the  media,  especially  in  situations  in  which  the  army  is  being 
used  against  Canadian  citizens. 

An  inquiry  would  be  inadequate  if  it  does  not  consider  the  historical 
relationship  between  the  native  persons  concerned  and  the  Crown.  It  would 
be  a gross  oversimplification  to  consider  the  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash 
events  simply  as  'criminal'  standoffs. 

Good  luck  in  your  efforts  to  establish  an  inquiry. 

Finally,  I write  to  convey  our  overdue  congratulations  on  being  elected 
the  Grand  Chief  of  the  Assembly.  We  look  forward  to  working  with  you. 
Sincerely, 

Waldemar  Braul 
President 

cc.  Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition  - Ottawa 
Minister  Dane  Stewart 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Apr  1998  22:31:45  -0800 
From:  Dack  Golden  <kebyar@imagina . com> 

Sub j : National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 

UUCP  email 

Are  you  interested  and  are  you  aware  of  that  the  Smithsonian  Bureaucrats 
have  fired  Douglas  Cardinal,  perhaps  the  most  outstanding  Native  American 
Architect  from  his  job  as  the  design  architect  for  the  National  Museum  of 
the  American  Indian  in  Washington  DC? 

I am  an  architect  that  is  concerned  that  this  great  architect  will  not 
be  allowed  to  see  his  exquisite  design  for  this  historic  building  through 
to  completion.  Please  read  the  following  article  about  this  unfortunate 
event  and,  if  you  care  (and  you  should)  please  write  to  each  of  the 
members  of  the  Smithsonian  Board  of  Regents  who  have  the  power  to 
reverse  this  decision. 

I can  provide  a list  of  Regents  if  needed. 

Dack  Golden 
<kebyar@imagina . com> 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  Washington  Post  Saturday,  April  4,  1998 
Cityscape 

The  Best-Laid  Plans 
By  Benjamin  Forcey 
Washington  Post  Staff  Writer 

In  Douglas  Cardinal's  1' Enfant  Plaza  studio,  the  Canadian  architect  and 
his  colleagues  labor  over  computers  to  complete  his  striking  design  of 
the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian. 

Scarcely  a quarter-mile  away,  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  Castle, 
officials  proceed  with  plans  to  build  Cardinal's  design  without  his 
participation . 

It  is  a curious,  unhappy  state  of  affairs  that  could  cost  us  a building 
of  aesthetic  integrity  and  exceptional  distinction  on  the  Mall. 

The  institution,  you  see,  fired  Cardinal,  along  with  GBQC  of 
Philadelphia,  his  collaborating  American  firm,  without  public 
announcement  in  late  Danuary,  for  failing  to  deliver  design  documents  on 
time  and  other  consequential  faults. 

Cardinal,  for  his  part,  had  pushed  things  to  the  brink  by  refusing  to 
hand  over  many  documents.  Fie  says  the  contract  did  not  compensate  him 


fairly  for  the  vast  amount  of  work  his  firm  had  to  do  to  accommodate  all 
the  changes  in  the  design  requested  by  the  Smithsonian  and  others. 

Because  of  the  shortfall,  he  says,  his  architectural  firm  is  going 
broke . 

Such  a summary  cannot  pretend  to  do  justice  to  the  complexity  of  the 
legal,  ethical  and  personality  issues  involved.  By  now,  the  situation 
has  descended,  in  the  predictable  rhythm  of  such  disputes,  to  bitter 
we-said/they-said  accusations.  It  is  no  longer  client  talking  to 
architect.  It  is  lawyers  talking  to  lawyers.  This  definitely  has  the 
feel  of  something  that  will  end  up  in  court. 

Before  that  happens,  however,  it  must  be  stressed  that  the  consequences 
are  extremely  bad,  and  that  a remedy  is  possible,  if  difficult.  What 
makes  this  architectural  divorce  particularly  hard  to  swallow  - on  both 
practical  and  aesthetic  grounds  - is  the  fact  that,  with  financing  from 
a passionate  believer  in  the  project.  Cardinal  and  staff  have  continued 
to  work  on  the  design. 

A statement  released  by  the  Smithsonian  to  explain  the  termination  of 
the  design  contract  notes  that  the  design  team  "failed  repeatedly  to 
meet  contractual  performance  requirements"  and  presented  "no  possibility 
of  meeting  those  requirements  in  the  future." 

It  is  the  second  part  of  this  equation  that  offers  a window  of  hope.  The 
work  done  by  Cardinal  and  colleagues  since  the  termination  does  exist. 

The  job.  Cardinal  says,  is  almost  done.  A set  of  sophisticated 
construction  documents  is  by  now  stored  in  his  firm's  computers.  I spent 
several  hours  with  Cardinal  and  his  computer  wizards  this  week  as  they 
demonstrated  the  interlocking  nature  of  the  design  - a complex  layering 
plotted  in  great  detail,  from  major  interior  and  exterior  elevations 
down  to  room  furnishings  and  window  fasteners. 

It  would  be  folly  to  throw  these  documents  - this  work  of  architectural 
art  - into  the  courts,  so  that  a judge  would  determine  what  legally 
belongs  to  whom.  The  Smithsonian  owns  the  design  for  this  wall,  but  not 
that  balcony? 

The  reasons  we  should  all  be  interested  in  avoiding  such  an  outcome  are 
straightforward . This  is  a building  of  high  public  purpose  for  a key 
site  on  the  nation's  most  important  symbolic  vista.  It  is  a museum 
designed  to  symbolize  the  healing  of  rifts  between  two  great  cultures  of 
the  North  and  South  American  continents.  And  it  is  to  be  placed  on  the 
Mall's  last  buildable  site,  within  clear  view  of  the  Capitol,  just 
across  Fourth  Street  SW  from  the  Air  and  Space  Museum. 

Furthermore,  though  Cardinal's  design  may  not  be  without  fault,  it  is 
architecture  of  high  ambition  and  extraordinary  promise.  In  both 
planning  and  designing  the  museum  there  were  extensive  consultations 
with  tribal  leaders  across  the  land.  Many  of  the  concepts  developed  in 
the  sessions  are  embodied  in  the  building  - it  opens  to  the  east,  it 
suggests  the  natural  landscape,  it  relates  directly  to  heaven  and  earth, 
it  contains  significant  ceremonial  spaces. 

These  collaborative  efforts  were  necessary  and  praiseworthy . They  speak 
to  widespread  emphasis  in  Indian  cultures  on  building  consensus  as  part 
of  the  decision  making  process.  Yet  it  must  be  remembered  that 

Cardinal's  particular  artistic  vision  brings  these  ideas  alive,  giving 
the  design  its  unique  formal  and  emotional  qualities.  This  is  why  it  is 
so  crucial  that  he  be  involved  in  the  follow-through. 

There  is  a pertinent  example  close  at  hand  - directly  across  the  Mall 
stands  I.M  Pei's  National  Gallery  of  Art  East  Building.  Would  this 
unusual  building  be  as  excellent  as  it  is,  inside  and  outside,  if  the 
Gallery  had  dismissed  Pei  and  his  team  before  ground  was  even  broken? 

The  only  answer  is  no.  Many  key  aesthetic  decisions  on  the  East  Building 
were  made  after  construction  began;  this  is  the  way  of  many  significant 
buildings  designed  by  architects  with  strong  personal  visions. 

Thus,  the  most  troubling  parts  of  the  Smithsonian  statement  are  not  the 
listings  of  the  design  team's  contractual  failures  - these  issues,  if 
necessary,  can  be  settled  in  court.  The  real  problem  arises  from  the 
Smithsonian's  insistence  that  "the  creative  phase  of  the  design  process 
for  the  Mall  building  is  finished."  All  that  remains,  the  statement  went 
on  to  say,  is  the  "completion  of  technical  construction  and  engineering 


drawings . " 

Such  might  be  the  case  if  the  design  in  question  were  for  a warehouse, 
or  an  office  building,  or  a public  library  of  no  particular  ambition. 

But  Cardinal's  design  aspires  to  be  a work  of  art,  and  as  the  artist,  he 
put  his  heart  and  soul  into  it.  What  will  be  lost  if  another  architect 
takes  over  at  this  stage  are  the  qualities  that  help  to  give  a building 
its  soul  - the  subtle  adjustments  of  shape  and  surface  and  proportion 
that  can  transform  the  everyday  into  architectural  magic. 

This  is  especially  true  because,  like  Pei's  building.  Cardinal's  design 
is  rooted  in  a complicated,  unconventional  geometry.  Pei's  design  relies 
famously  on  triangles.  Cardinal's  is  based  on  circles. 

Most  obviously,  the  museum's  major  gathering  spaces,  such  as  the 
towering  Potomac  Room  with  large  openings  facing  the  Capitol,  are 
circular.  But  the  influence  of  the  geometry  is  in  reality  much  more 
pervasive  and  complex.  Each  of  the  multiple  curves  that  distinguish  the 
principal  interior  spaces  as  well  as  all  of  the  exterior  facades  is  a 
part  of  a circle.  The  governing  circles  will  be  invisible  once  the 
building  is  built  - the  stone  walls  will  undulate  like  aging  rock 
formations  - but  all  the  circles  are  plotted  on  Cardinal's  computers 
with  great  accuracy. 

This  combination  of  mathematical  precision  and  nature-inspired 
irregularity  of  form  is  characteristic  of  Cardinal's  career.  Now  63,  he 
has  been  designing  buildings  in  an  individualistic,  organic  style  for 
more  than  three  decades.  Dramatic,  curved  shapes  are  part  of  his 
personal  vocabulary.  In  their  reflection  of  natural  forms,  they  are 
typical  of  Canadian  culture.  They  also  are  reflective  of  his  own  Indian 
ancestry  - his  father  was  part  Blackfoot,  his  mother  part  Metis  - and  of 
his  long,  proud  insistence  that  Indian  culture  can  be  an  integral  part 
of  contemporary  society. 

The  Cardinal  firm's  expertise  in  computers,  dating  back  more  than  two 
decades,  came  about  in  part  because  of  his  awareness  that,  to  escape 
stereotyping  and  get  jobs  - Cardinal  once  was  know  as  the  "hippie  Indian 
architect"  - he  had  to  be  extra-competent  in  technical  spheres.  It  also 
evolved  from  a certain  pragmatism  about  his  organic  buildings  - to  get 
them  built  on  time  and  on  budget  requires  extreme  measures  of  control. 

If  the  Smithsonian  does  indeed  persist  in  its  intention  to  get  those 
mere  "technical"  drawings  done  by  a firm  with  no  experience  in 
Cardinal's  complex  geometries,  common  sense  says  it  will  take  a lot  more 
time  and  cost  a lot  more  money. 

Even  more  important,  it  is  likely  that  the  building  would  lose  much  of 
its  special  quality.  The  design  for  the  Museum  of  the  American  Indian, 
so  far,  is  a successful  attempt  to  mediate  between  differing  cultures, 
and  between  the  strict,  axial  geometries  of  the  Mall  and  a more  organic 
set  of  architectural  forms.  Cardinal's  vision,  as  well  as  his  long 
practice,  makes  it  so. 

"I  have  had  this  faith  all  along,"  the  architect  says,  "that  people  will 
do  things  the  right  way,  that  people  will  do  things  with  honor,  if  you 
just  continually  place  emphasis  on  what  is  best  for  the  building."  Let 
us  hope  that  he  is  right. 

"RE : Native  History  Databank"  

From:  databank@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca  () 

Sub j : Native  History 

Date:  20  Apr  1998  16:56:17  GMT 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Current  Tribal  pages  listed  on 

www. freenet . edmonton . ab . ca/~databank/hp. html 

TRIBAL  HOMEPAGES 
ALGONQUIN 

ALGONQUIN  PERSONAGES 
APACHE 


APACHE  PERSONAGES 
LIPAN  APACHE 
ARAPAHO 

ARAPAHO  PERSONAGES 
ATSINA 

ATSINA  PERSONAGES 
BEAVER 

BEAVER  BANDS  LISTING 
BEAVER  BANDS  TIMELINES  1790-1830 
BEAVER  FIRST  NATION 
BOYER  RIVER  INDIAN  RESERVATION 
BLACKFOOT  (see  Kainai,  Pikuni  & Siksika) 
BRITISH  COLUMBIA  FIRST  NATIONS 
CARRIER 

CARRIER  PERSONAGES 
CAYUSE 

CAYUSE  PERSONAGES 
CHEROKEE 

CHEROKEE  PERSONAGES 
CHEYENNE 

CHEYENNE  PERSONAGES 
CHIPEWYAN 

CHIPEWYAN  BANDS  LISTING 
CHIPEWYAN  HISTORY  BOOKS 
CHIPEWYAN  PERSONAGES 
HEART  LAKE  FIRST  NATION 
CHIPPEWA  (See  also  Soto) 

CHIPPEWA  PERSONAGES 
CHIPPEWA-CREE  TRIBE 
O'CHIESE  BAND 
CREE 

CREE  WEB  PAGE 
1885  REBELLION 
CREE  BANDS  LISTING 
CREE  GENEALOGIES 
CREE  HISTORY  BOOKS 
CREE  NATION 
ASINI  WACHI  WININIWAK 
BEAVER  LAKE  CREE  NATION 
BIG  BEAR'S  BAND 
FROG  LAKE  CREE  NATION 
GARDEN  RIVER  CREE  NATION 
GOODFISH  LAKE  FIRST  NATION 
IMASEES ' BAND 
3 AMES  BAY  CREE 
KISKIYAW'S  BAND 
LITTLE  POPLAR'S  BAND 
LUBICON  LAKE  CREE 
MASKEPETOON'S  BAND 
MISTASSINI  CREE 
MOUNTAIN  CREE 

MOUNTAIN  PEOPLES  CULTURAL  SOCIETY 
O'CHIESE  BAND 
OUHE-BOUGOUMOU  BAND 
PEECHEE'S  BAND 
POUNDMAKER'S  BAND 
ROCKY  BOY  BAND 
SADDLE  LAKE  FIRST  NATION 
SMALLBOY'S  CAMP 
CROW 

CROW  PERSONAGES 
DAKOTA  (see  Sioux) 

DENE-THA  FIRST  NATION 
FORT  BELKNAP  INDIAN  NATION 
FORT  PECK  INDIAN  NATION 


Links 


Links 

Links 


Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 


INNU 

INNU 

INNU  NATION 
IROQUOIS 

WESTERN  IROQUOIS  BANDS 
KAINAI 

HOMEPAGE 

KAINAI  BANDS  LISTING 
KAINAI  HISTORY  BOOKS 
KAINAI  HEAD  CHIEFS 
KAINAI  CHIEFS 
KAINAI  BANDS/CHIEFS 
KAINAI  POPULATION  RECONSTRUCTIONS 
KASKA 
KUTENAI 

KUTENAI  HISTORY  PAGE 
KUTENAI  HOMEPAGE 
KUTENAI  BANDS  LISTING 
METIS 

METIS  GENEALOGIES 
NAKODA  (Assiniboin) 

NAKODA  WEB  PAGE 
NAKODA  BANDS  LISTING 
NAKODA  HISTORY  BOOKS 
BEARSPAW'S  BAND 
BEAVER'S  BAND 
EAGLE  HILLS  BANDS 
FORT  BELKNAP  INDIAN  RESERVATION 
FORT  PECK  INDIAN  RESERVATION 
STONEY  FIRST  NATION 
NISGA'A 

NISGA  HISTORY 
OHIBWE 

SANDY  LAKE  BAND 
PEIGAN/PIEGAN 

PIKUNI  BANDS  LISTING 
PEIGAN  NATION  HOMEPAGE 
PIKUNI  HISTORY  BOOKS 
BLACKFEET  TRIBE  OF  MONTANA 
SARCEE  (Tsuu  T'ina) 

SARCEE  HOME  PAGE 
SARCEE  HISTORY  PAGE 
SARCEE  BANDS  LISTING 
SEKANI 

SEKANI  BANDS  LISTING 
SHUSWAP 

SHUSWAP  HOME  PAGE 
SHUSWAP  BANDS  LISTING 
CANIM  LAKE  BAND 
CANOE  CREEK  BAND 
CAPOTE  BLANC'S  BAND 
NESKONLITH  BAND 
SODA  CREEK  BAND 
WILLIAMS  LAKE  BAND 
SIKSIKA 
HOMEPAGE 

SIKSIKA  BANDS  LISTING 
SIKSIKA  HISTORY  BOOKS 
SIOUX 

DAKOTA  PERSONAGES 
SIOUX  BANDS  LISTING 
SLAVEY  (Etchareotinne) 

SLAVEY  BANDS  LISTING 
ALBERTA  SLAVEY 

HAY  RIVER  DENE  (Klodeseotinne) 


Link 

Link 

Link 


Links 

Link 


Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 

Link 


Link 


SNAKE 

SHOSHONI 

SNAKE  INDIAN  SHUSWAP 
SOTO  (Saulteaux) 

SOTO  BANDS  LISTING 
O'CHIESE  BAND 
IIACKFISH  LAKE  SOTO 
SAULTEAUX  BAND,  B.C. 
SAULTEAUX  FIRST  NATION,  Sask 


STO: LO  Link 

TREATY  6 

TREATY  7 (see  Blood,  Peigan,  Siksika,  Nakoda : Stoney) 
HOMEPAGE  Link 

TS ' KW ' AYLAXW 

TS'KW'AYLAXW  FIRST  NATION  Link 

TSUU  T'INA  (Sancee) 

HOMEPAGE  Link 


TSUU  T'INA  HISTORY  PAGE 
SARCEE  BANDS  LISTING 
TZA  TINNE 

TZA  TINNE  BANDS 

TZA  TINNE  HISTORY  PAGE 

UTE 

UTE  BANDS  LISTING 

NATIVE  STUDIES  BIBLIOGRAPHY 
NATIVE  GENEALOGIES 
NATIVE  MUSEUMS  (Alberta) 

email : databank@freenet .edmonton . ab. ca 

"RE : Anna  Mae  Awards"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Apr  1998  11:12:54  -0600 
From:  Faye  Brown  <honorearth@earthlink.net> 

Sub j : annie  mae  awards 

UUCP  email 

Gary, 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder  asked  me  to  send  you  information  about  the  Anna 
Mae  awards  that  were  held  here  in  Minneapolis  April  10.  Attached  is  the 
press  release  announcing  the  event.  News  from  Indian  Country,  based  out 
of  Hayward,  Wisconsin,  just  published  a front  page  story  about  the 
awards  in  their  last  issue  that  was  very  good. 

Thanks  so  much. 


Indigenous  Women's  Network 
NEWS  RELEASE 

"Award  Ceremony  Pays  Tribute  to  the  Life  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou" 

April  3,  1998 

St.  Paul,  MN--The  Indigenous  Women's  Network  will  hold  the  first  biennial 
"Anna  Mae  Pictou  Award  Ceremony  & Banquet"  at  Macalester  College,  Cochran 
Lounge  Ballroom,  1600  Grand  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  Friday,  April  10th  at  7:30 
pm.  The  Award  is  designed  to  honor  the  courage  and  spirit  of  Anna  Mae 
Pictou,  a member  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  who  was  tragically 
murdered  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  February, 1976 . 

The  recipients  of  this  award  are  two  long  time  Native  women  activists: 
Cecilia  Rodriguez,  Director  of  the  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in 
Mexico,  based  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  Katsi  Cook,  founder  and 
Director  of  the  First  Environment  Project  at  the  Mohawk  village  of 
Akwesasne,  New  York. 

"We  are  holding  our  first  award  ceremony  in  the  Twin  Cities  because  it  is 
the  birthplace  of  the  American  Indian  Movement,  a movement  which  gave  Anna 
Mae  life,"  said  Lori  Pourier,  Director  of  the  Indigenous  Women's  Network. 


"There  has  been  a lot  of  attention  given  to  Anna  Mae's  death.  As  Indian 
women,  we  feel  it  is  important  to  pay  tribute  to  her  life." 

"Anna  Mae  did  not  seek  self  glory  but  worked  quietly  doing  anything  that 
was  needed  no  matter  how  small  or  great  the  task  before  her."  said  Nilak 
Butler,  board  member  of  the  Indigenous  Women's  Network.  "She  never 
complained  when  times  were  hard.  Rather,  she  gave  of  herself,  and  her 
humor  and  wisdom  took  the  sharp  edges  off  of  difficult  times.  Her  gifts, 
her  strength,  her  beauty  live  on  today  through  many  people." 

Cecilia  Rodriguez  and  Katsi  Cook  are  two  such  people  whose  life  long  work 
embodies  the  spirit  of  Anna  Mae.  A Mohawk  midwife,  Katsi  has  dedicated 
her  life  to  battling  one  of  the  largest  corporations  in  the  world-- 
General  Motors.  A General  Motors  PCB  Superfund  Site  adjacent  to  her 
community  has  left  Mohawk  water,  land,  animals  and  people  poisoned  with 
dangerous  levels  of  this  known  carcinogen  and  reproductive  toxin.  The 
First  Environment  Project  Katsi  founded  is  based  on  the  premise  that  women 
are  the  first  environment.  The  Project  studies  the  effects  of  PCB 
contamination  on  women,  their  unborn  children  and  the  breast  milk  of 
lactating  mothers.  The  Project  also  educates  women  on  this  issue  and 
advocates  for  clean-up  of  the  PCB  site. 

Ceclilia  Rodriguez  is  a long-time  Chicano  community  organizer  from  El 
Paso,  Texas,  where  she  founded  La  Mujera  Obrera,  an  organization  of  Mexican 
women  textile  workers.  As  the  Director  of  the  National  Commission  for 
Democracy  in  Mexico,  Rodriguez  acts  as  the  U.S.  representative  for  the 
EZLN,  the  native  resistance  and  justice  movement  based  in  Chiapas,  Mexico 
and  named  for  Emilio  Zapata,  the  indigenous  Mexican  patriot.  Since  1994, 
Tzotzil  and  other  indigenous  communities  in  Chiapas  have  opposed  the 
federal  exploitation  of  their  resource  rich  lands  and  agricultural 
products  and  as  a result,  have  endured  a state  of  war  perpetuated  by  the 
Mexican  army  and  U.S.  tax  dollars.  Rodriguez  works  tirelessly  to  organize 
political  support  for  these  indigenous  communities  within  the  United 
States . 

"Native  women  are  often  unrecognized  but  always  present,  standing  for 
our  land,  our  nations,  our  children  and  our  future.  We  hope  this  award, 
by  honoring  the  courage  and  vision  of  two  women,  will  bring  recognition  to 
all  Native  women,"  said  Winona  LaDuke,  founder  and  co-chair  of  the 
Indigenous  Women's  Network. 


The  Indigenous  Women's  Network  was  founded  in  1985  and  today  is  an 
alliance  of  more  than  400  Native  women  activists  and  organizations  from 
across  the  Americas  and  Pacific  Islands. 

#### 

The  Anna  Mae  Pictou  Award  Ceremony  and  Banquet  precedes  the  "Native  Women 
on  the  Cusp  of  the  Year  2000  Symposium"  at  Macalester  College,  Saturday, 
April  11,  from  9:00  am  to  5:00  pm. 

For  More  Information: 

Lisa  Bellanger,  (612) -479-1300 

"RE : Doe  Good  Buffalo  Rider"  

Date:  Fri,  01  May  1998  10:33:50  -0700 

From:  Valentina  LaPier  <renegade@cyberport.net> 

Sub j : old  joe 

UUCP  email 

"Doe  Good  Buffalo  Rider" 

by 

Wade  Rain 

< < 

Doe  Good  Buffalo  Rider  sat  on  his  lineback  buckskin  gelding  at  the  foot 
of  the  Two  Medicine  River  Piskin,  the  buffalo  drop  cliff  almost  due 
north  of  the  Holy  Family  Mission.  His  beaded  glove  clad  hands  rested  on 
his  saddle  horn  as  he  gazed  up  at  the  edge  of  the  precipice.  Long  black 
braids  hung  down  in  front  of  his  broad  shoulders.  On  top  of  his  head 
perched  a wide  brimmed  black  hat,  an  eagle  feather  jutted  upward  from 


the  red  and  blue  quilled  hat  band.  Decorated  leather  chaps  adorned  his 
slim  legs  because  today  he  had  to  flush  some  yearlings  steers  out  of  the 
willows  near  the  river  and  he  didn't  want  to  take  a chance  on  tearing 
his  new  blue  denim  pants. 

He  imagined  he  saw  buffalo  falling,  wild  eyed  and  foamy  mouthed,  their 
tongues  sticking  out  of  their  mouths  in  exhaustion.  They  were  unable  to 
stop  their  headlong  plunge  because  behind  them  and  on  each  side  men  were 
shouting  and  waving  hides  from  the  backs  of  running  horses,  terrifying 
them,  causing  the  ones  in  back  to  push  those  i front  over  the  edge. 

Clouds  of  dust  added  to  melee'  of  violence. 

The  buffalo's  crumbled  as  they  hit  the  rocks,  splitting  open,  their 
blood  splashing  and  staining  the  sweet  sage  that  littered  the  ground.  He 
watched  as  a steady  stream  of  brown  fell;  like  dirty  water  over  a fall, 
until  a hundred  or  more  lay  dying  in  front  of  him. 

Chanting  breech  cloth  clad  riders  - hey,  hey,  hey  - brought  their 
lathered  horses  to  a halt  at  the  rim  of  the  cliff,  waving  their  lances 
and  bows  in  exultation. 

Suddenly,  off  to  his  side,  brought  on  the  gentle  southwest  wind  he 
heard  the  shrill  cries  of  women,  children,  dogs,  and  old  men.  Coming  up 
the  meadow  from  the  direction  of  the  river  was  a crowd  of  people, 
running,  some  leading  horses  pulling  travois',  as  they  cheerfully  rushed 
towards  their  food.  They  were  singing  a song  of  happiness  and  thanks  for 
the  feast  that  was  sure  to  come.  Doe  knew  that  the  Vision  he  was 
experiencing  was  the  way  it  WAS,  and  the  crowd  was  he  and  his  horses 
ancestors . 

He  thought,  this  was  the  Old  Ones  life;  before  the  Mission  before  the 
Supermarket,  before  Assimilation,  before  the  arrival  of  the  White  man. 
Before  gas  and  oil,  when  only  grass  and  water  was  needed  to  carry  a 
person  across  the  Prairie.  When  there  was  no  need  for  ref rigeration  to 
keep  from  starving.  When  each  day  was  exciting  and  alive! 

Once  again  as  it  had  happened  before,  so  many  times  during  his 
fifteenth  summer;  he  had  been  given  a look  into  the  Past.  The  Past  here 
at  the  foot  of  the  piskin. 

One  of  his  relatives  drove  by  in  a pickup  and  waved,  as  he  followed  the 
ribbon  of  pavement  east  down  the  valley  to  his  square  three  bedroom 
home.  A contrail  from  a high  flying  jet  airplane  appeared  in  the  clear 
blue  sky  where  he  had  envisioned  the  warriors  and  buffalo,  far  above  the 
edge  of  the  cliff. 

Doe  neck  reined  the  buckskin  to  the  left  as  he  nudged  his  ribs  with  his 
fancy  boots,  urging  him  forward.  As  before,  a great  sorrow  filled  him  as 
he  rode  his  horse  down  the  steep  bank  of  the  wide  irrigation  ditch  that 
was  gouged  out  of  the  buffalo  grass  and  sweet  sage  where  the  buffalo  had 
died,  so  long  ago. 

He  felt  the  cool  southwest  breeze  coming  from  the  distant  mountains 
caress  his  cheeks  as  he  continued  on  the  way  to  the  willows  and  his 
morning' s work. 

By  Wade  Rain,  copyrighted  1998 
love  you  Monikapi,  your  lit'  girl. 

- — "RE:  AIM  Florida  in  Danger  of  Closing"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Apr  1998  11:54:01  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Dohn  Shafer  <wy430(3victoria .tc . ca> 

Sub j : AIM  FL 

UUCP  email 

please  distribute  widely 

PLEASE  HELP:  AIM  FLORIDA  IN  DANGER  OF  CLOSING 

Aimfl:  The  American  Indian  Movement  of  Florida  State  Office  remains  in 
danger  of  closing.  The  former  Financial  Manager  ran  up  $2,100  in 
unauthorized  calling  card  calls.  After  negotiations  with  GTE  we  have  been 
able  to  get  the  amount  reduced  to  $437.37  that  we  have  to  pay  by  April 
25th  to  maintain  the  phone  lines  and  keep  the  office  going.  We  figure  if 
40  people  can  send  us  $10  or  $20  donations  we  will  be  able  to  survive. 


Florida  AIM  Executive  Director  Sheridan  Murphy  has  cancelled  all  calling 
cards  and  blocked  third  party  calls  from  being  made  on  organizational 
phones . 

* Donations  are  tax  deductible.  Please  send  donations  ASAP  to: 

American  Indian  Movement  of  Florida  State  Office, 

33  4th  Street  N Suite  207 
St.  Petersburg,  FL  33701 
email:  AIMFL@aol.com 

"RE : Racist  Mascot  School  Assembly"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Apr  1998  15:28:49  -0400 
From:  Yael  Grauer  <yaelg@juno . com> 

Sub j : Reactions  to  Bob  Roche's  Assembly 

One  of  the  teachers  at  my  school  has  tried  again  and  again  to  explain 
to  people  the  racist  implications  of  the  "Cleveland  Indians"  name  and 
mascot.  I spoke  to  Bob  Roche  and  he  agreed  to  come  speak  in  my 
school... I couldn't  get  an  all-school  assembly  this  year  (next  year  he 
will  most  likely  be  invited  back  to  do  a n all-school)  but  about  thirty 
students  and  four  teachers  came  to  this  one... I introduced  him  to  them 
and  then  he  went  up  and  said  "I'm  an  Indian."  He  would  ask  the  students 
whether  they  knew  there  were  actually  Indians,  because  he  talked  in 
elementary  schools  where  people  didn't.  He  asked  if  they  knew  about 
reservations.  He  explained  the  spiritual  significance  of  the  red  eagle 
feather. . .and  he  talked  about  Chief  Wahoo  on  a personal  level... he  said 
that  his  kids  don't  like  it. 

My  teacher  has  shown  anti-mascot  web  pages  with  letters  the  baseball  fans 
have  written  to  Native  Americans  with  hateful  statements  like,  "we  long 
for  ethnic  cleansing" ...  but  nothing  could  have  been  as  effective  as 
having  an  actual  speaker  in  the  room  saying,  "This  offends  me.  There  is 
no  "honor"  in  racism."  Roche  described  the  drop  out  rates  for  Native 
Americans  in  high  schools  and  colleges,  he  mentioned  his  reaction  to  the 
mascot... he  touched  on  tribal  history,  Andrew  Dackson,  reservations .. .the 
card  he  was  given  telling  him  he's  a "real"  Indian... the  3rd  world 
conditions,  the  poverty  on  reservations,  the  history  taught  that  is  lies 
(He  mentioned  a textbook  he  saw  with  a picture  of  lackson  knocking  on 
doors  letting  people  know  that  they  could  leave  for  a better  world)... he 
spoke  in  a way  that  the  students  could  understand  (regarding  Wahoo:  "I 
may  have  some  bad  days,  but  I don't  look  like  that!  regarding  Columbus: 
that  guy  was  *lost*M  He  thought  he  was  in  India....)  which  helped 
lighten  the  mood,  and  then  he  dispelled  the  myths  of  "honor"  and 
Sockalexis . . .the  mascot  is  a big  issue  because  if  the  students  understand 
that,  it'll  help  them  see  Native  Americans  as  real  people... 

Today  in  school  I heard  about  the  reactions  from  both  of  the  classes 
present.  Many  students  were  struggling  with  the  issue  and  said  that  they 
felt  that  they  understood  it  better.  Although  very  few  said  they  would 
quit  wearing  the  mascot,  they  did  say  they  would  be  open  to  a different 
one... a few  people  did  say  they  would  no  longer  buy  it. 

In  the  class  I was  in,  the  reactions  weren't  as  good... the  class  only  has 
six  students  at  the  moment  because  many  of  the  seniors  are  doing 
community  study  for  this  quarter .. .the  teacher  is  having  students  teach 
lessons  and  the  girl  that  was  speaking,  well,  she  was  trying  to  be  very 
offensive  to  prove  a point... that  an  opinion  can  be  wrong.  So  she  said 
many  things  like  that  there  is  little  evidence  of  the  Holocaust  having 
happened  and  that  Native  Americans  have  been  idealized  by  anthropologists 
and  all  sorts  of  lies... I was,  of  course,  the  first  person  to  raise  my 
hand  to  clear  up  the  issues  regarding  history  esp.  concerning 
lackson. . .even  though  this  was  supposed  to  be  a *set  up*  and  people  were 
supposed  to  violently  disagree,  the  class  agreed  with  everything  she 
said!  All  sorts  of  racist  lies... I was  very  upset  and  somebody  mentioned 
that  the  only  reason  people  protest  Wahoo  is  b/c  the  Cleveland  Indians 
are  getting  attention ...  now,  I *know*  that's  not  true  and  that  people 
protest  at  other  games  so  I mentioned  that,  and  everybody  said  "How  do 
you  know?"  so  I mentioned  articles  I've  read,  conventions  I've  heard  of. 


people  I've  talked  to  online. . .well,  then  the  whole  class  told  me  that 
newspapers  are  biased  and  everybody's  lying  and  I'm  wrong.  I pointed  out 
that  they  only  believed  that  articles  supporting  what  I'm  saying  are 
wrong  and  that's  a form  of  bias  which  they  were  accusing  me  of,  yet  I'd 
looked  at  both  sides... and  I was  accused  of  being  subjective  and  biased 
and  etc.  It  was  *very*  upsetting,  and  even  when  the  student  who  was 
teaching  mentioned  that  she  was  trying  to  prove  a point,  the  students  did 
not  waiver  on  their  opinions .. .we ' re  going  to  discuss  it  tomorrow. . .very 
unsettling. 

But  the  majority  of  the  students  thought  it  was  extremely  effective  and 
are  rethinking  the  issue  and  even  more  people  will  be  reached  next  year, 
s 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  May  13  00:39:06  1998 
Date:  Tue,  12  May  1998  19:38:04  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.020 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native; 
http://www.execulink.com/~hkoehler/peltier . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


We're  coming  back  to  our  old  ways  as  were  told  in  our  prophecies. 
We're  coming  home  to  reclaim  our  Spirituality!  You'd  better 
be  ready!  We're  coming  Home!" 

_ Doe  Chasing  Horse,  Oglala 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  are  meetings  going  on  in  South  Dakota  now  to  determine  who  can 
and  cannot  participate  in  ceremony  on  Bear  Butte,  where  those  who  are 
permitted  to  participate  will  do  so,  and  rules  determining  what  is  and 
is  not  acceptable.  As  a case  in  point,  there  is  serious  discussion 
what  will  and  will  not  be  acceptable  cloth  and  cloth  size  for  prayer 
ties.  There  is  also  serious  effort  to  move  Lakota  to  the  back  side 
of  the  butte,  away  from  the  tourists.  By  the  way,  the  tourists  will, 

of  course  still  be  most  welcome  at  the  visitor  center. 

Is  this  just  paranoia  on  my  part  or  is  this  more  cultural  genocide? 

As  a Cherokee/Blackfoot  I will  not  be  permitted  on  Bear  Butte  if  the 

current  plans  are  enacted,  though  I have  Lakota  teachers  and  may  be 
asked  to  support  or  participate  in  ceremony. 

When  I see  these  same  officials  cruse  into  Rapid  City  and  tell  the 
corner  Baptist  Church  they  can  only  accept  Irish  descendants  into  their 
ceremony,  that  the  alter  boys  can  only  hold  candles  of  a specified  length, 
and  they  must  move  their  church  entrance  to  the  alley  so  as  not  to 
disturb  the  local  traffic  - only  then  will  I not  believe  this  is  cultural 
genocide,  and  only  then  will  I believe  this  isn't  a targeted  attack  on  the 
traditional  beliefs  of  Peoples  of  the  First  Nations. 

If  you  wish  to  protest  against  this  intrusion  into  our  spirituality  send 
your  comments  to  the  following: 

South  Dakota  Tribal  Government  Relations 
Capitol  Lake  Plaze,  Suite  250 
711  E.  Wells  Ave. 

Pierre,  SD  57501-3369 
(605)  773-3415 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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On  the  May  10,  1998  issue  of  CBS  Television's  news  show  "60  Minutes"  one 
of  the  feature  stories  concerned  the  complicity  of  the  FBI  with  known  New 
Jersey  gangsters,  even  to  the  point  of  helping  cover  up  the  gang  leaders 
murder  of  an  Oklahoma  businessman.  Attorneys  and  police  detectives  from 
New  Jersey,  Florida  and  Oklahoma  were  interviewed,  all  lending  substantial 
credence  to  the  charges. 

Keep  this  in  mind  next  time  your  "trusted"  FBI  agent  tells  you  the 
reasons  why  Leonard  Peltier  must  remain  imprisoned,  though  it  is  proven 


he  is  only  there  as  a scapegoat,  evidence  against  him  was  manufactured 
and  has  since  been  refuted  (numerous  times);  and  even  the  prosecuting 
attorney  admits  Leonard  is  there  by  whim,  and  not  by  proof  as  required  by 
the  United  States  Constitution. 
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Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 
Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 


I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  i 

- Peltier  & Canadian  Connection 

- News  from  Leonard's  Parole 

- For  Leonard  Now  More  than  Ever 

- Bear  Butte  Forum 

- The  Bison  of  Yellowstone  Park 

- Shawnee  Receive  Oklahoma  Recognition 

- E3  Internships  at  Ward  Valley 

- UAINE  Petition 

- Stolen  Seeds 

- Zapatista  Library  Request 

- Uashat  Band  Council  Loses  Appeal 

- Peabody  Coal  To  Expand 


n this  issue  

BC  Bids  to  Speed  Treaty  Talks 
Cayuga  Nation  Response 
AIM  Florida  Statement 
Blackfoot  Confederacy 
Truth  about  Schemitzun  97 
10  Life  Observations 
Old  Ways  of  Respect 
Native  Prisoner 
A Hundred  Years  Ago 
Poem:  A Mothers'  Day  Gift 
Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
Conferences  and  Powwows 


RE:  Peltier  & Canadian  Connection 


Date:  Sat,  09  May  1998  15:27:16  -0400 
From:  Frank  Dreaver  <lpdccfd@web. net> 

Sub j : Peltier  & Canadian  Connection 

Please  note  that  a web  site  is  being  created  for  this  article  and  should 
be  accessible  shortly. 

Closing  remarks  by  the  LPDC  Canada  have  been  added.  The  URL  is: 
chttp : //www. exec uli n k. com/~hkoehler /pelt ier. ht ml > 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance  in  circulating  this  document. 

A.  Dreaver 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  

LEONARD  PELTIER  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE  CANADA 
May  4,  1998/updated  May  7,  1998 

THE  CANADIAN  CONNECTION  IN  THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  CASE 
Urgent  Action  Required  to  Save  the  Life  of  Famed 
North  American  Indian  Political  Prisoner  Leonard  Peltier 


Internationally  renowned  American  Indian  Movement  leader  and  political 
prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier,  is  suffering  a tortuously  slow  death  as  a 
result  of  inhumane  treatment  during  his  22  years  of  imprisonment  for 
crimes  he  never  committed.  Either  U.S.  President  Bill  Clinton  urgently 
grants  him  executive  clemency  or  a specially  convened  parole  board  hearing 
on  May  4,  1998  must  release  him  on  compassionate  grounds  due  to  failing 
health.  Otherwise,  Peltier,  just  53  years  old,  may  become  this  century's 
most  beloved  martyr  to  die  defending  Indian  rights  and  sovereignty. 

Peltier  was  originally  convicted  on  F.B.I.  coerced,  falsified  and 
manufactured  evidence,  then  sentenced  to  the  Marion,  Illinois  federal 
penitentiary  for  two  consecutive  life  terms.  Marion  State  penitentiary 
warehouses  the  majority  of  that  nation's  political  prisoners,  alongside 
their  most  hardened  criminals  and  is  infamous  for  its  "behaviour 
modification  unit."  Peltier's  prolonged  confinements  to  these  units;  his 
efforts  to  improve  prison  conditions  for  his  peoples;  and  his  never-ending 
persecution  for  his  continued  support  of  human  rights'  issues  globally 
have  marked  the  beginning  of  his  rapidly  deteriorating  health. 

But  his  fragile  medical  condition  only  worsened  with  his  transfer  to  the 
notorious  Leavenworth  penitentiary  in  Kansas,  where  there  have  been 
numerous  long  stretches  of  solitary  confinement  within  a small,  dark  cell, 
dimly  lit  by  a single  75-watt  bulb.  Despite  his  own  critical  health 
condition,  Peltier  has  continued  to  be  a powerful  leader  for  Indian 
peoples  throughout  the  Americas  by  his  ongoing  written  statements  and 
interviews  to  support  groups  around  the  world.  And  to  strengthen  his 
sanity  against  the  inhumane  treatment  intended  to  silence  him,  Peltier  has 
turned  to  painting  as  a means  of  re-creating  images  of  his  peoples, 
gaining  strength  from  them  to  endure  the  ever-increasing  politically 
generated  abuses  he  has  suffered  since  the  beginning  of  his  years  in 
captivity. 

Now,  however,  as  a result  of  the  continuous  damage  inflicted  upon  him 
within  those  two  infamous  institutions,  Peltier  is  left  partially  blinded 
in  one  eye  and  with  progressive  degeneration  of  sight  in  the  other.  So, 
ironically,  if  Peltier  does  not  die  first,  he  may  ultimately  be  denied  one 
of  the  minimal  pleasures  of  life  left  to  him,  one  which  keeps  his  fighting 
spirit  alive. 

His  future  rests  entirely  on  the  public's  commitment  to  respond  on  his 
behalf  before  it  is  too  late.  Only  political  intervention  at  the  highest 
levels  will  halt  the  further  degeneration  of  his  health.  Peltier  is 
plagued  with  a multitude  of  other  potentially  life-threatening  disorders, 
including  a condition  similar  to  lockjaw,  whereby  the  atrophied  muscles 
and  the  jaw  bones  are  immobilized.  His  teeth  are  therefore  painfully  and 
permanently  locked  a half  inch  apart,  severely  limiting  his  diet  strictly 
to  mashed  food  and  liquids.  Needless  to  say,  Leavenworth  prison  officials 
are  unwilling  to  accommodate  his  dietary  needs,  an  act  which  may  lead 
ultimately  to  malnourishment , starvation  or  possibly  death  . . . unless  the 
prison  warden  is  convinced  to  change  his  stand  on  Peltier's  overall 
medical  attention. 

From  previous  brutal  experiences  he  suffered  at  the  Springfield  prison 
hospital,  Peltier  steadfastly  rejects  any  further  subjection  to  the 
tortuous  treatment  at  that  facility.  His  only  hope  now  is  to  enter  the 
renowned  Mayo  Clinic  in  Rochester,  Mn.,  where  a leading  surgical 
specialist.  Dr.  Eugene  Keller,  has  informed  Leavenworth  officials  he  is 
willing  to  treat  Peltier.  The  warden  has  failed  to  respond  to  the  offer, 
despite  the  fact  countless  other  inmates  have  successfully  been 
transferred  to  the  clinic  before.  More  alarming  is  the  fact  the 
Leavenworth  warden  is  well  aware  of  the  consequences  of  leaving  Peltier 
untreated . 

Unless  he  is  granted  immediate  release,  Peltier's  health  is  expected  to 
deteriorate  and  at  this  rate  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  can  hold  out 
another  15  years  until  his  next  scheduled  parole  board  hearing,  if  the 
May  4th  special  hearing  denies  his  release  on  humanitarian  grounds.  Due 
to  the  urgency  of  his  situation,  the  Canadian  national  "Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee"  with  headquarters  in  Scarborough,  Ontario  and  headed  by 
Frank  and  Anne  Dreaver,  is  urging  his  supporters  to  initiate  immediate 
letter-writing  campaigns  directly  to  President  Clinton  for  executive 


clemency  and  the  U.S.  Parole  Commission  for  Peltier's  humanitarian  release. 

In  addition,  due  to  the  fact  Canadian  sovereignty  was  violated  in  order 
to  gain  Peltier's  extradition,  political  pressure  should  also  be 
maintained  to  have  the  United  States  return  Peltier  to  this  country.  By 
violating  the  Canada-U.S.  extradition  treaty.  Prime  Minister  lean 
Chretien;  Dustice  Minister  Anne  McLellan;  and  Lloyd  Axworthy,  the  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs  and  International  Trade,  can,  by  force  of 
international  law,  seek  to  have  Peltier  returned  to  political  asylum  here. 
(All  relevant  addresses,  phone  and  fax  numbers  are  included  on  the  last 
page. ) 

The  terrible  irony,  however,  exists  that,  despite  the  fact  Leonard 
Peltier's  struggles  have  taken  place  on  this  continent,  he  is  largely 
unknown  amongst  the  general  public  due  to  the  limited  coverage  of  his 
political  prosecution,  akin  to  a near  total  media  blackout.  Ignorant  of 
his  history  or  the  origins  of  his  case,  the  average  person  disbelieves  the 
very  notion  that  the  United  States  could  possibly  have  its  own  political 
prisoners  while  denouncing  or  demanding  of  other  nations  the  release  of 
theirs.  Peltier,  nevertheless,  is  a household  name  throughout  Europe, 
including  Russia  and  other  parts  of  the  globe. 

POLITICAL  PRISONER 

In  order  for  Canadian  people  to  respond  to  this  urgent  request  to  become 
involved  in  a letter-writing  campaign  to  save  the  life  of  an  American 
Indian  leader,  captured  on  this  side  of  the  border,  but  unlawfully 
returned  to  the  U.S.,  it  is  essential  to  understand  how  Leonard  Peltier 
became  a political  prisoner  in  the  first  place.  Only  then,  by  reviewing 
the  facts  of  his  case,  can  the  Canadian  public  add  their  voice  of  protest 
to  the  multitude  of  peoples  from  around  the  world.  By  strength  of  numbers 
it  may  finally  be  possible  to  obtain  the  freedom  that  true  justice  demands 
for  Peltier. 

Leonard  Peltier  has  always  rightfully  maintained  his  innocence  in  the 
trumped  up  charges  of  murdering  two  F.B.I.  agents  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation,  South  Dakota  on  Dune  26,  1975.  In  fact,  had  he  been  tried  at 
the  same  time  as  his  two  co-accused,  Dino  Butler  and  Bob  Robideau,  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  he  would  have  been  found  innocent  on  the  grounds  of 
self-defense.  However,  in  what  has  now  proven  to  be  a devastating  error, 
he  fled  to  Canada  to  escape  U.S.  government  persecution  in  the  misguided 
belief  this  country  would  provide  the  necessary  asylum  he  sought. 

Peltier  was  taken  into  custody  by  the  R.C.M.P.  in  Hinton,  Alberta.  He 
was  transferred  shortly  after  to  an  outdated  and  overcrowded  prison  in 
Vancouver,  Canada,  where  he  was  held  in  solitary  confinement  and  shackles 
throughout  the  extradition  hearings  in  1976.  No  reasons  were  ever  given  in 
regards  to  the  cruel  and  inhumane  treatment  while  Peltier  was  incarcerated 
here,  other  than  a later  incident,  which  occurred  during  the  Fargo  trial, 
between  Kitty  Sparrow,  a reporter  for  Indian  Voice  and  the  chief  of  the 
F.B.I.  investigation,  Norman  Zigrossi.  He  informed  her  there  was  a very 
good  working  relationship  between  them  and  British  Columbia  police. 

Needless  to  say,  Peltier  never  expected  the  extreme  measures  the  United 
States  government  would  utilize  in  their  efforts  to  extradite  the  Native 
American  political  prisoner.  Through  abuse  of  their  own  justice  system, 
manipulated  by  the  F.B.I.,  the  American  government  violated  Canada's 
sovereignty  and  made  an  absolute  mockery  of  the  Canadian  justice  system. 

The  United  States  government  alleged  Peltier  had  murdered  two  F.B.I. 
agents,  lack  Coler  and  Ronald  Williams,  cold-bloodedly  in  a shootout 
between  the  two  men  and  other  members  of  the  American  Indian  Movement 
(AIM) . The  shootout  took  place  near  the  Dumping  Bull  Hall  area  of  the  Pine 
Ridge  reservation.  South  Dakota,  where  a small  group  of  AIM  members  had 
been  asked  by  the  Lakota  elders  to  set  up  a spiritual  encampment  to 
protect  and  teach  their  youth  the  traditional  ways. 

The  F.B.I.  contended  Coler  and  Williams  were  only  present  on  the 
reservation  to  serve  a warrant  to  Dimmy  Eagle  for  the  theft  of  a $25  pair 
of  boots,  although,  under  the  Major  Crimes  Act  passed  by  the  U.S.  Congress 
in  1863,  they  had  no  jurisdiction  in  this  misdemeanor  offense  to  be  on 
reservation  land. 

Witnesses  to  the  shootings,  on  the  other  hand,  steadfastly  maintained  it 


was  the  two  agents  who  had  driven  separately  at  high  speed  into  the 
Dumping  Bull  Hall  area  of  Pine  Ridge,  parked  their  cars  in  a "V"  angle 
meant  to  provide  optimum  defense  and  started  shooting  up  the  village.  Some 
defensive  gunfire  was  returned.  However,  Peltier  along  with  the  other  AIM 
members,  were  responsible  for  the  protection  of  the  Indian  youths  and, 
once  the  shootout  began,  Peltier  was  among  the  group  to  lead  some  of  the 
youngsters  to  safety  through  a hailstorm  of  flying  bullets  fired  to  and 
from  every  direction. 

In  the  Vancouver  Supreme  court  month-long  extradition  hearing,  which 
began  May  13,  1976  and  was  presided  over  by  Dudge  W.A.  Schultz,  a lawyer 
from  the  Canadian  Dustice  Department,  the  late  Paul  Halprin  represented 
the  United  States  government's  interests  as  part  of  the  Canada-U.S. 
extradition  treaty  agreement.  On  their  behalf,  Halprin  presented  four 
affidavits  to  substantiate  numerous  crimes  allegedly  committed  by  Peltier. 

The  two  most  incriminating  depositions  were  the  notorious  Myrtle  Poor 
Bear  affidavits,  the  first  one  dated  Feb.  23,  1976,  and  the  second,  dated 
March  31,  1976.  The  two  documents,  presented  by  Halprin  to  the  court,  were 
asserted  to  be  the  true  statements  of  Poor  Bear  who  claimed  that,  as  his 
girlfriend  she  was  present  with  Peltier  and  an  eyewitness  to  his  murder  of 
the  two  F.B.I.  agents. 

The  third  affidavit  was  from  the  police  department  of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  charging  Peltier  with  attempting  to  murder  one  of  their  police 
officers.  And  the  fourth  sworn  statement  was  from  two  Oregon  State  Police 
officers  alleging  the  American  Indian  Movement  leader  had  shot  at  them. 
(Dudge  Schultz  found  insufficient  evidence  for  Peltier  to  be  committed  for 
trial  on  the  Oregon  charges.) 

MYRTLE  POOR  BEAR  AFFIDAVITS 

Shortly  after  the  extradition  proceedings  took  place  in  Vancouver, 
Peltier's  two  co-  accused,  Dino  Butler  and  Bob  Robideau,  stood  trial  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  for  their  part  in  the  alleged  murders  of  Coler  and 
Williams.  As  a result  of  the  disclosure  of  all  documents  during  their 
trial,  a third  affidavit  of  Myrtle  Poor  Bear,  dated  Feb.  21,  1976, 
surfaced.  This  additional  affidavit  pre-dated  the  two  documents  Halprin 
presented  in  the  Canadian  court  and  flagrantly  contradicted  them.  The  Feb. 
19th  Poor  Bear  deposition  clearly  stated  she  was  not  an  eyewitness  to  the 
alleged  murders  and  was  nowhere  near  the  area  of  the  incident.  Instead, 
she  claimed  she  had  only  been  told  by  Peltier  much  later  that  he  had  shot 
and  killed  the  two  F.B.I.  agents.  This  affidavit  was,  in  fact,  the  first 
and  original  statement  given  by  her  and  it  contained  none  of  the  two  later 
alleged  eyewitness  accounts  of  the  gruesome  and  bloody  murders.  Peltier's 
defense  lawyers  only  learned  of  the  Feb.  19,  1976  written  testimony  after 
Dudge  Schultz  ordered  Peltier's  extradition. 

Yet,  at  the  time  of  their  introduction  by  Halprin  as  evidence  to  the 
court,  Peltier  immediately  advised  his  two  lawyers  he  had  never  even  heard 
of  Myrtle  Poor  Bear,  let  alone  talked  to  her.  The  justice  system  had  taken 
advantage  of  one  of  the  major  flaws  of  the  Canada/U.S.  extradition  treaty 
which  permits  evidence  to  be  presented  by  affidavits  only,  without  benefit 
of  cross  examination  in  person  of  the  accusers.  Without  the  defense 
knowledge  of  the  pre-existing  Poor  Bear  affidavit  and  the  inability  to 
question  her  in  person  under  oath  in  the  Canadian  court,  Peltier's  lawyers 
could  not  disprove  her  written  evidence.  The  two  depositions  Halprin 
presented  to  Dudge  Schultz  gave  such  a grisly  and  savage  picture  of  the 
murders,  they  weighed  heavily  against  Peltier. 

Meanwhile,  Butler  and  Robideau  had  the  benefit  of  a change  of  venue  for 
their  trial  from  the  highly  racist  states  of  North  and  South  Dakota  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  Additionally  their  defense  lawyers  were  allowed  to 
present  the  broadest  scope  of  evidence,  including  provisions  in  the 
historical  Fort  Laramie  Treaty;  the  background  of  the  violence-ridden  Pine 
Ridge  reservation,  ongoing  since  the  1973  Wounded  Knee  uprising  which  left 
dozens  of  unsolved  murders  of  traditional  tribal  members  or  AIM 
supporters;  and  establishing  the  unrelenting  misconduct  of  the  F.B.I. 

With  the  benefit  of  a full  defense  and  a fair  trial,  Butler  and  Robideau 
were  acquitted  of  all  charges  on  the  grounds  of  self-defence  for  returning 
the  agents'  fire. 


Unbeknownst  to  Peltier  or  his  defense  team,  however,  Butler  and 
Robideau's  verdict  of  innocence  would  later  hold  severe  repercussions  for 
him  as  the  F.B.I.  intensified  their  efforts  to  prosecute  the  one  remaining 
AIM  leader.  Peltier's  Canadian  lawyers,  Stuart  Rush  and  Don  Rosenbloom, 
ultimately  received  the  Feb.  19,  1976  Poor  Bear  affidavit  and  with  this 
new  evidence,  the  two  lawyers  appealed  the  decision  to  the  B.C.  Court  of 
Appeal,  but  were  turned  down.  The  appeal's  court  justices  concluded  that 
irrespective  of  the  false  Poor  Bear  affidavits,  there  was  still 
justifiable  cause  of  Peltier's  extradition  due  to  the  remaining  two  prima 
facie  cases  established  regarding  the  charges  in  Wisconsin  and  Oregon. 

The  defense  made  a final,  but  futile  appeal  to  the  then  federal  Minister 
of  Justice  Ronald  Basford  who  upheld  the  appeal's  court  decision  based  on 
the  theory  the  other  two  prima  facie  cases  were  sufficient  to  extradite 
Peltier.  The  conditions  placed  on  Peltier's  extradition  order  were  that  he 
not  face  the  death  penalty  (a  prerequisite  for  anyone  under  Canada's 
extradition  laws  since  capital  punishment  was  banned  over  three  decades 
ago  in  this  country)  and  he  be  given  a fair  trial. 

By  the  time  Peltier  was  finally  returned  to  the  United  States,  the 
F.B.I. , in  conjunction  with  the  U.S.  Justice  Department,  were  well  prepared 
to  gain  a conviction  of  murder  in  the  first  degree  of  two  of  their  agents. 
Since  their  humiliating  defeat  in  the  Butler-Robideau  trial,  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  was  unwilling  to  risk  further  embarrassment  by  not 
convicting  someone,  anyone,  for  the  alleged  crimes  against  members  of  their 
agency.  By  the  end  of  the  trial  in  Fargo,  they  achieved  their  goal  when 
Peltier  was  found  guilty,  sentenced  to  two  consecutive  life  terms  and  sent 
to  Marion  penitentiary. 

TRIAL  IN  FARGO,  NORTH  DAKOTA 

When  Peltier  ultimately  went  to  trial  in  Fargo,  North  Dakota,  the  venue 
was  established  within  the  highly  racist  state  and  the  original  judge, 
believed  to  be  too  liberal,  was  replaced  with  the  chosen  hardline,  arch- 
conservative U.S.  District  Judge  Paul  Benson,  known  to  be  favorable  to  the 

F.B.I. 

Benson's  prejudice  was  clearly  demonstrated  by  his  refusal  to  allow 
nearly  80  per  cent  of  all  evidence  presented  by  Peltier's  defense  to  be 
heard  by  the  all-white  jury.  They  were  excused  the  majority  of  the 
defense's  time,  while  only  Benson  heard  and  decided  what  could  be 
presented  to  the  jury  members.  In  the  United  States  justice  system,  as  in 
Canada,  the  court  procedure  permits  witnesses  to  testify  in  what  is  termed 
as  an  "offer  of  proof"  (or  voir  dire)  without  the  jury's  presence,  with 
the  presiding  judge  deciding,  in  what  is  basically  "a  mini-trial  within  a 
trial,"  whether  or  not  the  jury  will  hear  the  evidence  presented. 

While  the  prosecution  was  able  to  call  upon  25  separate  witnesses,  not 
one  of  whom  saw  the  shootout.  Judge  Benson  disallowed  the  majority  of  the 
defense  witnesses'  accounts.  Benson  had  ruled  against  admitting  into 
evidence  anything  before  or  after  the  one  day  of  June  26,  1975  when  agents 
Williams  and  Coler  died.  This  single  ruling  by  Benson  so  thoroughly 
limited  the  scope  of  admissible  evidence  by  the  defense,  it  guaranteed 
Peltier's  conviction  by  ruling  out  all  the  crucial  testimony  that  could 
have  demonstrated  the  evidence  was  coerced,  manufactured  or  manipulated  by 
the  F.B.I. 

To  illustrate  the  token  defense  permitted  Peltier's  defense  team,  headed 
by  Elliot  Taikeff,  it  is  more  noteworthy  to  demonstrate,  with  but  a few 
examples,  what  crucial  testimony  was  heard  only  by  Benson,  and  then  ruled 
inadmissible  to  the  jury.  Wilford  Draper,  for  example,  a 15-year-old 
Navajo,  testified  for  the  state  prosecution,  with  the  jury  present,  as  to 
the  type  of  gun  Peltier  had  at  the  time  of  the  shootout.  Later,  when 
Draper  was  produced  as  a witness  for  the  defense,  Benson  dismissed  the 
jury  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  young  Navajo's  unperjured  statements 
could  be  heard  by  them. 

Draper  recanted  his  earlier  testimony  and  described  how  he  had  been 
coerced  by  F.B.I.  agents  who  had  come  to  his  reservation,  arrested  him 
without  charges  and  proceeded  to  interrogate  him  in  front  of  his  mother. 
Initially  he  refused  to  cooperate  with  the  F.B.I.  agents'  demands  to 
implicate  Peltier,  but  one  agent,  Gary  Adams,  threatened  to  charge  the 


young  man  with  the  same  crime  unless  he  collaborated  with  them  and  the 
prosecutor's  office.  His  mother,  terrified  at  what  would  happen  to  her  son, 
immediately  began  to  pressure  him  into  saying  whatever  they  wanted  to 
hear. 

Draper  was  able  to  resist  only  briefly,  at  which  point  he  was  forced 
into  a swivel  chair,  with  his  hands  cuffed  behind  his  back,  and  whirled 
around  for  hours.  All  the  while  his  mother  kept  screaming  for  him  to 
cooperate.  He  testified  he  finally  broke  and  agreed  to  say  anything  the 
F.B.I.  told  him  to  say.  In  his  testimony  for  the  defense.  Draper  stated  he 
did  not  know  one  gun  from  another  and  that  his  earlier  evidence  for  the 
prosecution  regarding  Peltier's  gun  and  whereabouts  at  the  time  of  the 
shootout,  had  originated  from  the  F.B.I. 

Due  to  the  rigid  limitations  of  Benson's  ruling  that  only  evidence 
relating  to  the  severely  restricted  boundaries  of  the  single  day  that 
Williams  and  Coler  died,  the  jury  heard  Draper's  prosecutorial  testimony, 
but  not  a word  of  his  statements  of  how  he  had  been  forced  to  take  the 
stand  against  Peltier.  It  appeared  truth  meant  nothing  to  Dudge  Benson  as 
long  as  he  could  manipulate  the  scales  of  justice  to  protect  the  image  of 
the  federal  agency.  It  was  a ploy  carried  on  throughout  the  entire  Fargo 
trial . 

But  his  restrictive  ruling,  excluding  any  and  all  evidence  to  the  single 
date,  applied  only  to  Peltier's  defense.  The  prosecution,  had  free  reign 
to  guarantee  a guilty  verdict.  As  just  one  case  in  point,  Benson  allowed 
Evan  Hultman,  head  of  the  prosecution  and  backed  by  U.S.  attorney  Lynn 
Crooks  to  introduce  the  attempted  murder  charges  of  a Milwaukee  policeman 
and  the  two  Oregon  officers  in  a brazen  attempt  to  prove  to  the  jury  that 
Peltier  was  a rabid,  psychopathic  cop-killer.  Yet,  Peltier  has  not  stood 
trial  for  either  of  the  charges  at  the  time  of  the  Fargo  trial.  By 
exposing  these  prejudicial  charges  to  the  jury,  Peltier  was  denied  his 
constitutional  right  to  "presumption  of  innocence  until  found  guilty." 

Furthermore,  prosecutor  Hultman,  without  application  of  Benson's 
notorious  confinement  of  admissible  evidence  imposed  upon  the  defense, 
paraded  both  alleged  incidents  before  the  jury  despite  their  variation  in 
time.  The  Milwaukee  charge  of  attempted  murder  of  a police  officer 
preceded  the  Dune  26,  1975  date  by  about  two  years!  The  other  alleged 
Oregon  incident  occurred  several  months  after  the  shootout.  And,  the  most 
disturbing  aspect  of  these  charges  being  used  at  all  during  both  the 
Canadian  extradition  hearings  and  the  Fargo  trial,  is  that  Peltier  was  not 
convicted  in  either  of  these  two  States  for  any  of  their  charges! 

Dudge  Benson's  bias  was  again  made  obvious  when  the  defense  called  for 
Myrtle  Poor  Bear  to  testify  regarding  the  role  of  the  F.B.I.  in  preparing 
her  three  affidavits  for  Peltier's  extradition.  The  jury  was  again 
dismissed  while  Poor  Bear  testified  F.B.I.  agents  David  Price  and  William 
Woods  held  her  "incommunicado"  while  in  protective  custody  under  the 
pretext  they  were  safeguarding  her  from  the  American  Indian  Movement.  She 
had  testified  in  an  earlier  case  against  an  AIM  member  and  they  implied 
other  members  of  the  movement  would  seek  revenge  against  her. 

Poor  Bear  swore  she  had  no  idea  as  to  the  contents  of  the  three 
affidavits  which  she  was  forced  to  sign.  She  told  the  court  the  F.B.I. 
agents  showed  her  gruesome  photos  of  an  autopsy  performed  on  a Micmac 
Indian  woman  from  Canada,  Anna  Mae  Aquash,  who  was  an  AIM  member. 

While  living  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation,  Aquash  was  not  present  on 
the  day  Coler  and  Williams  died,  although  she  was  later  questioned  by  the 
F.B.I.  and  warned  she  might  not  live  out  the  year.  She  did  disappear  later, 
but  her  body  was  not  discovered  until  February  of  the  following  year 
beneath  a bank  of  thawing  snow.  She  was  buried  quickly  in  an  unmarked 
grave,  with  cause  of  death  listed  as  having  "frozen  to  death."  The  F.B.I. 
had  cut  off  her  hands  and  sent  them  to  their  Washington  D.C.  headquarters 
for  identification.  Once  identified,  her  family  went  to  South  Dakota  to 
recover  her  remains,  intending  to  re-bury  her  according  to  the  traditional 
ways.  Prior  to  this,  though,  they  had  a private  autopsy  performed  which 
easily  identified  the  cause  of  death:  a bullet  right  through  the  back  of 
the  head,  shot  at  close  range. 

Poor  Bear  testified  that  even  though  Aquash 's  remains  had  not  yet  been 
identified,  agents  Woods  and  Price  constantly  referred  to  her  as  "that  AIM 


bitch."  And  throughout  the  eight  months  she  was  held  in  custody  by  the 
F.B.I.,  the  agents  continually  threatened  her  with  the  same  fate  and 
eventually  the  life  of  her  eight-year-old  daughter.  Needless  to  say.  Poor 
Bear  also  confirmed  to  Dudge  Benson  she  met  Peltier  for  the  first  time 
that  same  day  in  court. 

VITAL  EVIDENCE  SUPPRESSED 

Benson  was  able  to  exclude  the  jury  from  hearing  this  crucial  defense 
both  under  his  prejudicial  exclusion  of  evidence  outside  the  scope  of  the 
one  day  in  Dune,  1975.  And,  more  critically,  due  to  his  constant  blatant 
rulings  that  were  meant  to  protect  the  F.B.I.  from  any  charges  of  judicial 
misconduct.  Fie  decided  against  her  testimony  on  the  basis  her  three 
affidavits  had  already  been  proven  false  despite  --  or  better  still, 
because  Peltier's  defense  had  proffered  her  factual  confirmation  of  the 
events  to  demonstrate  what  extreme  measures  the  F.B.I.  were  willing  to  use 
to  gain  Peltier's  conviction. 

The  exclusion  of  Draper's  and  Poor  Bear's  evidence  are  but  two 
illustrations  to  indicate  how  80  per  cent  of  the  most  vital  evidence  to 
prove  Peltier's  innocence  was  suppressed.  His  defense  attorneys  were 
obstructed  time  and  time  again  throughout  the  Fargo  trial  in  their  efforts 
to  prove  the  F.B.I.  could  only  gain  a conviction  by  such  damning  tactics 
of  coercion,  fabrication  or  manipulation  of  evidence  against  him.  Since 
all  these  damaging  actions  by  the  federal  agency  had  occurred  either  before 
or  after  the  stated  date,  the  defense  team  of  Elliot  Taikeff  and  Dohn  Lowe 
were  literally  knocked  out  of  the  fight  in  the  defense  arena. 

While  Butler  and  Robideau  were  granted  a fair  trial  without  limitations, 
Taikeff  and  Lowe  were  not  allowed  to  place  into  evidence  before  the  jury 
any  past  transgressions  of  the  F.B.I.  Nor  were  they  allowed  to  expose  the 
heavy  concentration  of  diverse  law  enforcement  officers  spread  out  all 
over  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  from  the  very  beginning  of  that  day. 

But,  Edgar  Bear  Runner,  a defense  witness  for  the  Canadian  extradition 
hearings,  gave  a highly  detailed  eyewitness  account  of  what  real 
conditions  were  like  on  what  he  constantly  referred  to  as  the  "Pine  Ridge 
Concentration  Camp."  Bear  Runner  was  able  to  fill  in  the  gap  of  facts, 
unheard  at  the  Fargo  trial,  by  retelling  precise  pieces  of  information 
regarding  his  disheartening  efforts  to  halt  an  inevitable  massacre  there, 
starting  from  the  early  morning  of  Dune  25,  1975. 

After  Bear  Runner  was  informed  military  forces  were  surrounding  the 
entire  Oglala  area,  he  made  every  effort  to  mediate  a peaceful  resolution 
between  the  approximately  250  "armed  and  ready  to  fire"  mix  of  enforcers 
and  the  small  band  of  AIM  members  in  an  area  referred  to  as  "Tent  City." 

It  was  there,  near  the  Dumping  Bull  Flail,  Peltier  and  other  AIM  members 
had  set  up  their  spiritual  encampment.  Bear  Runner  recounted  how,  along 
his  path  to  "Tent  City,"  at  specific  intervals  he  encountered  clusters  of 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  funded  tribal  "goon  squads,"  headed  by  the 
elected  Tribal  Chairman  Dick  Wilson  (intent  on  suppressing  resistance  from 
the  traditional  people  or  their  AIM  supporters),  another  blockade  further 
along  that  included  a mixture  of  150  different  members  of  the  State 
Highway  Patrol,  U.S.  Federal  Marshalls,  police  S.W.A.T.  teams  and  members 
of  the  armed  forces  in  combat  uniforms.  All  of  them  were  heavily  armed 
with  sniper  rifles  and  machine  guns. 

Arriving  at  the  Dumping  Bull  Hall  area  after  being  given  a deadline  of 
10  minutes  to  accomplish  his  objectives  by  the  BIA  Superintendent,  Bear 
Runner  was  shaken  up  by  the  sudden  outburst  of  an  order  to  place  his  hands 
above  his  head.  Frantic  to  depart  the  area  before  his  10-minute  deadline, 
he  was  unable  to  locate  any  Indian  people  in  the  area,  but  was  lead  to  a 
ravine  overlooking  another  large  group  of  uniformed  men  in  combat  green 
uniforms.  They,  too,  were  heavily  armed  with  machine  guns  and  sniper 
rifles,  but  with  the  addition  of  grenades.  For  his  own  safety.  Bear  Runner 
returned  to  the  area  where  the  BIA  Superintendent  was  located.  He  was 
informed  the  men  were  getting  impatient,  as  they  were  all  preparing  for  a 
military  assault.  His  attempted  mediation  failed.  Even  so,  his 
observations  of  the  overnight  increase  of  military  forces  who,  by  then, 
had  the  whole  area  entirely  secured  and  cordoned  off,  were  pivotal  in  the 
quest  for  the  motivation  behind  such  an  armed  forces'  intentions  and 


presence  there  on  such  a significant  day. 

In  order  to  assemble  the  vast  array  of  military  and  law  enforcement 
officers,  then  to  carry  out  their  intended  assault,  they  would  have 
unquestionably  worked  out  the  strategic  planning  much  earlier  and  begun  to 
assemble  long  before  the  time  the  two  F.B.I.  special  agents  were  shot  at. 
These  facts,  however,  only  stimulate  further  questioning  regarding  a 
possible  hidden  agenda.  The  unanswered  questions,  never  brought  up  in  any 
court,  could  not  help  but  arouse  logical  and  justifiable  suspicions.  In 
turn,  there  was  definite  uncertainty  regarding  any  rationale  for  the 
eruption  of  unusual  para-military  actions  on  that  Dune  day  in  1975.  The 
only  logical  conclusion  was  the  most  obvious:  the  never-ending, 
historically  based  greed  of  the  invaders  for  Indian  lands. 

THEFT  OF  INDIAN  LANDS 

What  else  but  lust  for  Indian  lands  and  their  resources  could  reproduce 
such  similarities  to  the  500-year-old  struggle  to  defend  what  little  land 
has  ultimately  been  left  to  them?  The  motivation  remains  the  same,  only 
the  technology,  strategy  and  tactics  have  been  refined  to  achieve  the  same 
goal:  theft  of  Indian  lands.  Lest  anyone  forget,  the  mid-seventies  OPEC 
(Organization  of  Petroleum  Exporting  Countries)  oil  crisis  was  reason 
enough  for  then  President  Dimmy  Carter  to  call  for  solutions  against  what 
he  considered  to  be  international  blackmail  regarding  essential  resources 
for  the  U.S.  In  order  for  the  United  States  to  become  an  energy  self- 
sufficient  country.  President  Carter  formally  declared  there  would  be 
certain  areas  throughout  the  country  that  would  have  to  be  declared 
"national  sacrifice  areas"  in  the  "moral  equivalent  of  war." 

What  Carter  failed  to  inform  the  public  was  the  fact  that  due  to 
population  expansion  and  abuse  of  non-sustainable  resources,  70  per  cent 
of  the  remaining  resource-rich  lands  were  located  on  Indian  reservations 
throughout  the  country.  In  particular,  the  Oglala  Sioux  lands  contain 
uranium,  natural  gas  deposits  and  other  resource  rich  supplies,  untapped 
by  them  as  a result  of  their  sacred  relationship  to  the  lands  of  their 
peoples . 

To  maintain  secrecy  regarding  Tribal  Chairman  Dick  Wilson's  arbitrary 
decision  to  support,  or,  in  all  honesty,  to  take  advantage  of  the 
President's  announced  plans  to  exploit  the  necessary  resources  from  the 
national  sacrifice  areas,  he  did  not  announce  his  travel  plans  to 
Washington  D.C.  With  assistance  from  the  BIA,  Wilson,  at  some  point 
related  to  the  day  of  the  shootout,  signed  away  an  eighth  of  the  Pine 
Ridge  reservation  for  uranium  and  other  resource  extraction.  To  avoid  the 
natural  consequence  for  his  illegal  act,  by  way  of  retaliatory  measures 
from  the  traditional  peoples,  it  had  to  have  been  deemed  essential  to 
distract  and  divert  their  attention  elsewhere.  And  there  was  no  doubt  the 
men  and  women  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  would  be  fully  supportive  of 
the  traditional  people  in  their  desire  to  defend  their  lands.  Dust  as 
warriors  have  for  500  years  sacrificed  their  lives  for  the  protection  of 
the  land  and  the  people. 

From  the  time  of  the  Wounded  Knee  uprising  whereby  the  traditional 
people,  as  always  backed  up  by  active  support  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement,  reaffirmed  their  sovereignty,  until  after  the  deaths  of  Coler 
and  Williams,  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  reservation  has  been  an  armed  camp,  a 
powder  keg  ready  to  blow  over  the  smallest  or  most  simple  reasons.  Within 
the  judicial  system,  Peltier  has  been  required  to  circumnavigate  the 
unexposed  field  of  mines  in  the  courts'  ruling  against  him.  It  is  much 
like  the  Dune  26,  1975  date  when  only  a few  dozen  members  of  AIM  were  on 
the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  and,  with  over  several  hundreds  of  sheriff's 
officers  and  military  men  shooting,  Peltier  was  able  to  help  guide  members 
of  the  encampment  to  safety  despite  the  cross  fire  of  thousands  of  bullets. 

Swift  responses  from  leaders  of  both  the  United  States  and  Canada  may 
still  permit  Leonard  Peltier  to  be  safeguarded  from  the  hazardous  lack  of 
medical  responses  to  his  tortuous  afflictions.  This  must  be  done  at  the 
highest  political  levels,  without  forcing  him  through  any  more  trials, 
stress-filled  with  their  own  set  of  traps  to  deny  him  a fair  hearing.  The 
Fargo  trial  was  the  most  gruelling  because  Dudge  Benson  granted  the 
prosecution  full  reign  to  present  their  case  to  the  jury,  while  severely 


limiting  the  defense.  This  created  an  impossible  imbalance  with  no 
possibility  for  a fair  trial. 

Yet  some  of  the  testimony  presented  by  the  F.B.I.  was  at  times  so 
outrageous  that,  at  one  point,  even  prosecutor  Evan  Hultman  could  not 
refrain  later  from  commenting  on  its  content.  Specifically  in  regards  to 
Special  Agent  Frank  Coward's  claims  to  have  seen  Peltier  in  the  area  from 
a half  mile  away  through  the  scope  of  rifle  as  he  ran  in  the  opposite 
direction ! 

Hultman,  in  discussing  Coward's  incredible  ability  to  sight  and 
correctly  identify  anyone  from  such  a distance  with  his  back  to  the  agent, 
while  fleeing  the  scene,  let  his  guard  down  briefly  once  the  jury  had 
retired  for  deliberations.  During  a discussion  with  the  Vancouver 
based  indian  Voice  newspaper  reporter,  Hultman  smiled  slightly  and 
confessed  he  found  Coward's  testimony  "totally  impossible!" 

At  another  point  in  the  Fargo  trial,  a badly  burned  AR15  semi-automatic 
was  introduced  into  evidence  as  being  Peltier's  weapon.  A Los  Angeles 
forensic  expert  testified  it  was  bullets  from  this  gun  that  killed  Coler 
and  Williams.  What  the  prosecution  did  not  admit,  however,  is  why  they  had 
to  fly  a California  expert  all  the  way  to  Fargo,  South  Dakota.  It  was  only 
after  the  trial  ended  with  Peltier's  conviction,  that  his  defense  team  was 
able  to  obtain  6,000  documents  under  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act. 

Within  those  hidden  files  it  was  discovered  two  local  forensic  experts  had 
both  tested  the  gun,  which  inoperable,  but  were  able  to  conclude  there  was 
absolutely  no  way  the  weapon,  alleged  to  be  Peltier's,  was  the  one  that 
killed  the  two  agents.  When  both  experts  refused  to  testify  otherwise,  the 
F.B.I.  expanded  their  search  for  another  expert  who  would  swear  to  the 
court  precisely  what  they  needed  in  order  to  convict  an  innocent  man. 

CANADIAN  COMPLICITY 

Meanwhile,  prosecutor  Hultman  unwittingly  provided  the  initial  witness, 
F.B.I.  Special  Agent  David  Price,  who  would  give  the  court  and  his  defense 
the  first  hint  of  the  Canadian  Justice  Department's  complicity  in  the 
falsification  of  the  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  affidavits.  Price  testified  that 
lawyer  Paul  Halprin,  the  Crown  Counsel  assigned  by  the  Canadian  Justice 
Department  to  represent  F.B.I.  investigation  into  the  deaths  of  Coler  and 
Williams  at  Pine  Ridge  was  carried  out  in  that  city  with  over  150  agents 
involved.  Price  specifically  recalled  Halprin  went  there  to  assist  in 
formulating  the  second  and  third  Poor  Bear  affidavits,  dated  Feb.  23  and 
March  31,  1976.  This  was  done  because  the  first  affidavit  signed  Feb.  19 
and  sent  to  the  Vancouver  division  of  the  Justice  Department  allegedly  did 
not  conform  in  format  to  the  Canadian  evidentiary  requirements  for 
extradition . 

Yet  it  was  not  so  much  the  fact  that  the  format  was  changed  from  the 
first  one,  but  the  facts  clearly  show  there  was  a major  alteration  and 
addition  of  information  in  the  second  and  third  affidavits  which  totally 
contradicted  the  first.  Poor  Bear's  first  statement  declared  she  was  not 
at  the  Jumping  Bull  Hall  area  the  day  of  the  shootout  and  recounts  a 
significantly  shorter  version,  with  limited  details  of  events  allegedly 
confessed  to  her  later  by  Peltier.  By  the  time  Halprin  was  in  Rapid  City 
that  version  was  retracted  and  kept  secret.  The  subsequent  affidavits, 
formulated  by  Halprin  while  in  Rapid  City,  claim  she  was  Peltier's 
girlfriend  and  was  beside  him  while  he  ruthlessly  murdered  the  F.B.I.  A 
longer,  dramatically  grotesque  story  of  the  manner  in  which  Peltier 
ruthlessly  assassinated  both  Coler  and  Williams  was  added. 

At  the  very  least,  Halprin  had  known  about  the  first  Poor  Bear  affidavit 
throughout  the  entire  extradition  hearing  he  conducted  on  behalf  of  the  U. 
S.  government  while  Peltier  was  still  in  Canada.  He  withheld  this  very 
pertinent  information  from  Judge  Schultz  and  the  Canadian  defense  lawyers. 
He  had  to  also  have  been  entirely  aware  the  first  and  contradictory 
affidavit  gave  insufficient  evidence  to  extradite  Peltier  on  those  charges 
By  not  disclosing  his  knowledge  of  the  inadequate  original  Poor  Bear 
affidavit,  Halprin  guaranteed  Peltier's  inability  to  have  a fair  hearing 
even  in  Canada! 

In  order  for  the  Canadian  reporter  from  The  Indian  Voice  to  write  an 
exact  summary  of  Peltier's  Fargo  trial,  daily  copies  of  the  trial 


transcripts  were  obtained  to  supplement  notes  taken  throughout  the 
proceedings.  Inexplicably,  though,  the  transcript  of  agent  Price's 
testimony  on  Halprin's  key  role  in  formulating  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits 
was  for  some  reason  "unavailable"  at  the  end  of  the  day.  After  requesting 
a copy  be  sent  to  her  office  in  Vancouver,  the  transcript  arrived  in 
Canada  two  weeks  later.  Without  any  explanation  given,  agent  Price's 
testimony  relating  the  extent  of  Halprin's  involvement  was  completely 
garbled . 

Nevertheless,  when  the  reporter  returned  to  Vancouver,  she  phoned  the 
office  of  Stuart  Rush,  one  of  Peltier's  senior  defense  lawyers 
representing  him  throughout  the  year-long  series  of  hearings  and  appeals. 
She  informed  one  of  the  junior  lawyers  in  Rush's  firm,  Peter  Grant,  of 
Price's  statements  implicating  Halprin  as  the  author  of  Poor  Bear's  2nd 
and  3rd  affidavits,  which  Halprin  introduced  in  Canada  as  the  only 
affidavits  provided  to  him. 

Grant  then  phoned  The  Vancouver  Sun,  this  area's  largest  daily  newspaper 
and  informed  the  paper  that  according  to  Price's  testimony,  Halprin  had 
assisted  in  composing  the  two  false  affidavits.  The  newspaper  reprinted  a 
major  story  on  it  and  Halprin  ended  up  filing  suit  against  both  The 
Vancouver  Sun  and  Grant  for  slander. 

The  Honourable  Justice  Anderson,  of  the  British  Columbia  Supreme  Court, 
presided  at  the  trial.  His  pivotal  ruling  that  the  United  States  was 
guilty  of  misconduct  by  falsifying  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits  was  the  first 
judicial  recognition  there  was  illegal  evidence  constructed  to  prosecute 
Peltier.  As  a result  of  Justice  Anderson's  findings,  Halprins'  defamation 
suit  was  dismissed. 

Back  in  the  U.S.,  Peltier's  conviction  was  appealed  to  the  8th  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  The  Fargo  trial  defense  attorney 
Elliot  Taikeff  had  the  responsibility  of  preparing  the  appeal  in  St.  Louis 
As  time  for  the  hearing  drew  close,  though,  Taikeff  did  not  have  all  the 
submissions  completed.  Peltier,  both  profoundly  concerned  and  angered  at 
the  possibility  of  losing  his  case,  dropped  Taikeff.  He  turned  his  case 
over  to  the  now  deceased  William  Kunstler  who  won  the  acquittal  of  Dino 
Butler  and  Bob  Robideau  on  the  same  charges.  Attorney  D.  Tiger  assisted 
Kunstler,  yet  in  such  a crucial  hearing  each  defense  attorney  was  limited 
to  a mere  15  minutes  for  summary  arguments  to  win  an  appeal  for  Peltier. 
Incredibly,  Evan  Hultman,  the  head  of  the  prosecution  at  Fargo,  was  given 
no  such  time  restrictions. 

At  the  time  the  8th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  heard  arguments  on 
Peltier's  case,  Kunstler,  on  such  short  notice,  was  unable  to  be  fully 
versed  on  every  detail  of  the  Fargo  trial.  So,  when  the  cardinal  question, 
"Did  Draper  recant?"  was  asked,  Kunstler  responded,  "No."  There  were 
audible  gasps  from  Taikeff  and  others  who  had  been  present  at  the  Fargo 
trial  when  Draper  had  indeed  recanted  his  evidence  on  behalf  of  the 
prosecution  and,  testified  for  the  defense  in  detail  regarding  the  threats 
and  force  used  against  him  by  the  F.B.I. 

Since  Taikeff  had  been  excluded  entirely  from  the  St.  Louis  appeal,  he 
was  unable  to  communicate  to  Kunstler  anything  regarding  his  erroneous 
response  concerning  Draper's  retraction.  But.  largely  due  to  that  one 
wrong  answer,  the  appeal  was  denied. 

Insofar  as  the  fraudulent  poor  Bear  affidavits.  Prosecutor  Hultman  made 
sure  the  Appeals  Court  wold  not  be  unduly  influenced  by  them  as  an  example 
of  the  F.B.I. 's  misconduct  in  gaining  Peltier's  conviction.  Hultman  gave 
an  unusually  long-winded  and  melodramatic  account  of  how,  during  the  Fargo 
trial,  he  had  never  given  any  credibility  whatsoever  to  her  sworn 
statements.  By  implying  Peltier's  conviction  was  in  no  way  influenced  by 
the  manufactured  evidence,  the  St.  Louis  court  dealt  with  them  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Canadian  appeals  court's  excuse  for  extraditing  Peltier: 
that  there  were  two  other  prima  facie  cases  still  facing  him  in  Milwaukee 
and  Oregon  which  would  justify  his  continued  imprisonment. 

Despite  the  8th  Circuit  Court's  denial  of  an  appeal  on  Peltier's  behalf, 
the  evidence  heard  still  prompted  one  of  the  judges.  Judge  Ross,  to  state 
that:  "It  is  obvious  to  anyone  that  the  woman  had  to  have  been  pressured 
to  add  more  and  more  to  the  affidavits.  If  this  is  the  way  Indian  people 
are  treated  by  our  judicial  system,  it  is  no  wonder  they  have  lost  faith." 


With  the  two  prima  facie  cases  against  Peltier  still  untried,  from  Canada 
to  St.  Louis  they  continued  to  tie  the  hands  of  his  defense  teams, 
hindering  justice  and  influencing  the  various  courts'  decisions  against 
him.  By  the  time  those  two  alleged  prima  facie  cases  were  to  be  heard, 
Peltier's  two  life  sentences  for  the  murders  he  never  committed  were 
firmly  established.  With  these  two  unproven  charges  continuously  paraded 
by  prosecution  as  smoke  screens  for  F.B.I.  involvement,  true  justice  has 
been  denied  Peltier  right  up  to  the  present  date. 

MILWAUKEE  CHARGE 

The  primary  case  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  finally  went  to  trial  January, 
1978.  From  Marion  prison,  Peltier  was  brought  to  Milwaukee  for  trial.  The 
charges  were  "The  State  of  Wisconsin  versus  Leonard  Peltier,"  alleging 
that  on  Nov.  22,  1973,  outside  the  "Texas  Restaurant,"  Peltier  attempted 
to  kill  two  plain  clothes  police  officers.  Officers  Ronald  Hlavinka  and 
James  Ecles  stated  Peltier  threatened  to  kill  them  and  pulled  out  a gun. 
After  a brief  struggle,  the  two  officers  claimed  to  have  disarmed  Peltier. 

The  Milwaukee  defense  was  handled  by  the  late  Lew  Gurwitz  (a  famed 
Boston  attorney  who  gave  up  his  private  practice  completely  to  defend 
Indian  rights'  cases  all  over  the  United  States  for  more  than  30  years.) 
Gurwitz  steadfastly  maintained  Peltier  and  several  other  Native  Americans 
were  drinking  in  the  restaurant  where  two  men  dressed  as  bikers  sat  close 
to  them.  The  bikers  continuously  and  loudly  made  derogatory  remarks  about 
Native  people. 

After  ignoring  this  racist  harassment  for  a period  of  time,  Peltier 
finally  asked  one  of  the  bikers,  who  hurled  an  insult  so  derogatory  it 
could  not  be  disregarded,  to  step  outside.  When  the  biker  left  the 
premises  with  Peltier,  the  other  biker  followed  them  outside.  Immediately 
the  two  men  handcuffed  Peltier,  searched  him  and  found  a gun:  (At  the  time, 
AIM  members  carried  guns  for  their  own  protection  due  to  the  threats  and 
violence  directed  at  them  and  the  dozens  of  actual  murders  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  reservation  that  were  never  investigated.) 

Once  the  gun  was  found,  Peltier  was  immediately  charged  with  the 
attempted  murder  of  police  officer  Hlavinka.  He  was  jailed  and  the  gun  was 
taken  as  evidence.  When  Peltier  was  brought  into  the  Milwaukee  court,  the 
charge  was  laid  before  a judge  who  released  him  on  bail.  The  gun  was  later 
checked  and  found  to  be  inoperable. 

Because  Pelter  knew  he  was  being  framed,  he  fled  Milwaukee  back  to  the 
Pine  Ridge  reservation,  thus  becoming  a fugitive  from  "injustice"  and  the 
so-called  enforcers  of  the  law.  This  Milwaukee  charge  was  contained  within 
another  affidavit  used  by  Halprin  to  establish  an  additional  prima  facie 
case  which  would  enable  the  Canadian  government  to  justify  Peltier's 
extradition  to  the  U.S.  even  after  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits  were  proven 
false . 

The  trial  was  going  badly  for  the  defense  until  Belle  Anne  Gild, 

Hlavinka 's  former  fiance,  surprisingly  showed  up  to  testify  for  the 
defense.  She  swore  under  oath  that  the  day  after  the  incident,  a jubilant 
Hlavinka  told  her  he  had  caught  a big  Indian.  Gild  asked  if  it  was  Russell 
Means  or  Dennis  Banks,  but  he  informed  her  it  was  Leonard  Peltier.  He  then 
pulled  out  an  F.B.I.  picture  of  Peltier  from  his  files.  She  told  how  her 
then  fiance,  Hlavinka,  explained  she  would  have  to  stay  away  from  him  for 
a while  because  the  F.B.I.  had  warned  him  the  Native  Indian  people  might 
retaliate.  As  a result,  she  might  be  injured.  Her  testimony  on  the 
connection  between  Hlavinka  and  the  F.B.I.  gave  the  appearance  the  federal 
agency  had  targeted  Peltier  and  that  Hlavinka  was  their  instrument.  The 
entire  Milwaukee  case  against  Peltier  was  dismissed. 

OREGON  CHARGE 

The  second  prima  facie  case  hanging  over  Peltier's  head,  which  for  so 
long  had  obstructed  justice  for  him,  occurred  after  the  Pine  Ridge 
reservation  shootout  when  Peltier  fled  the  area  with  Dennis  Banks,  another 
fugitive  in  the  case  and  prominent  AIM  leader.  Actor  Marlon  Brando,  known 
for  his  support  of  Indian  rights,  had  provided  them  with  his  mobile  home 
in  order  for  them  to  escape  wrongful  persecution  by  the  F.B.I.  On  route 
through  Oregon  they  were  stopped  by  two  police  officers  who  shot  at  them 


as  they  fled. 

Abandoning  the  vehicle.  Banks  headed  south  to  California,  with  Peltier 
heading  north  to  Canada.  In  an  unusual  twist  of  fate,  the  liberal  and 
noted  intellectual,  California  Governor  Derry  Brown  was  more  knowledgeable 
of  his  federal  government's  mistreatment  of  Indian  activists  at  that  time, 
and  refused  to  extradite  Banks  from  his  state  back  to  South  Dakota. 

Ironically,  Peltier's  belief  in  Canada's  humanitarian  treatment  of 
political  refugees  led  him,  with  the  aid  of  other  native  Americans  along 
the  way,  to  Canada,  where  he  hoped  to  find  justice  and  sanctuary.  He  found 
neither.  The  final,  outstanding  prima  facie  case  alleged  by  the  Canadian 
justice  system  to  prove  justifiable  grounds  for  Peltier's  extradition  was 
contained  in  the  affidavits  by  the  two  Oregon  police  officers  who  shot  at 
Peltier  and  Banks.  In  their  signed  depositions  to  the  Canadian  Dustice 
Department,  they  swore  Peltier  had  shot  at  them  and  not  the  reverse. 

This  case,  as  with  sworn  affidavit  against  Peltier  proved  to  be 
fabrications  (with  the  F.B.I.'s  involvement  in  each  case.).  The  three 
infamous  Poor  Bear  affidavits  were  recognized  as  false  in  the  B.C.  Supreme 
Court  (Halprin's  libel  suit);  the  8th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  St. 
Louis;  and  even  prosecutor  Hultman  conceded  they  were  false  at  the  Fargo 
trial.  The  Milwaukee  Court  dismissed  the  charges  there  and  the  Oregon  case 
could  not  be  brought  to  trial. 

Yet  the  Canadian  extradition  of  Peltier  depended  solely  on  these 
affidavits  and  throughout  the  Fargo  trial,  the  St.  Louis  Appeals  court, 
the  Milwaukee  case,  and  up  until  the  final  Oregon  charges  were  dismissed, 
they  were  used  by  the  prosecution  to  endlessly  portray  Peltier  as  a 
dedicated  "cop  killer." 

But,  anyone  who  has  come  to  know  the  real  Leonard  Peltier  --  especially 
from  before  the  great  wounds  of  his  incarceration  set  in;  before  the 
brutal  and  inhumane  conditions  were  imposed  upon  him;  and,  even  now,  after 
22  years  of  rising  above  the  torturous  suffering  inflicted  on  him  --  knows 
there  is  no  killer  lurking  within.  He  is,  first  and  foremost,  a leader  who 
places  the  needs  of  his  people  above  his  and  consistently,  tirelessly, 
works  to  unite  all  peoples  for  the  common  good  of  humanity. 

It  is  for  this  reason  the  Canadian  national  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee  requested  Kitty  Sparrow,  the  one  Indian  Voice  reporter,  who 
covered  all  of  Leonard  Peltier's  trials  dating  back  to  early  1976,  to 
begin  this  summary.  (Due  to  time  constraints  to  have  readers  respond  by 
May  4th  for  the  specially  convened  parole  board  hearing,  this  is  a highly 
condensed  version  which,  over  time,  will  be  expanded  upon  so  the  entire 
story  will  be  told.) 

Appalled  at  the  abuse  of  the  Canadian  justice  department's  fraudulent 
extradition  of  Peltier,  Sparrow  and  Rose  Charlie,  president  of  the  former 
B.C.  Indian  Homemakers  Association,  had  sent  a lengthy  brief  to  the  then 
Minister  of  Dustice  Marc  Lalonde  on  Oct.  19,  1978.  The  brief  contained  the 
judgements  of  each  of  the  many  courts  where  the  Myrtle  Poor  Bear 
affidavits  were  used,  along  with  the  subsequent  confirmation  by  U.S. 
prosecutor  Evan  Hultman  at  the  Fargo  trial  and  the  St.  Louis  Appeal  Court 
of  the  fact  the  Poor  Bear  affidavits  were  completely  false.  Their  brief 
ended  with  the  damning  statements  made  by  Dudge  Ross  of  the  8th  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  St.  Louis  as  to  the  force  used  by  the  F.B.I.  to  coerce 

the  Indian  woman  into  signing  the  documents.  Charlie  demanded  an 

accounting  from  Lalonde  for  his  department's  integral  role  in  assisting 
the  F.B.I.  in  persecuting  and  prosecuting  an  Indian  leader. 

The  Hon.  Minister  Lalonde  replied  that  he,  too,  was  very  concerned  about 
the  Poor  Bear  affidavits  and  that  he  would  make  inquiries  to  the  U.S. 
Government  concerning  these.  But  again,  he  added  the  two  other  charges 
from  Milwaukee  and  Oregon  constituted  prima  facie  cases,  sufficient  to 
extradite  Peltier.  Lalonde  ignored  the  fact  that,  earlier  the  same  year 
the  charges  from  Milwaukee  had  been  dismissed  at  trial  and  the  Oregon 
charges  had  been  thrown  out.  Despite  Lalonde 's  promises  to  the  contrary, 
the  results  of  his  inquiries  were  never  made  known  to  The  Indian 

Homemaker's  or  the  public.  It  was  only  much  later,  from  the  U.S.  Freedom 

of  Information  Act,  it  was  discovered  the  reasons  for  Lalonde 's  lack  of 
response.  The  U.S.  information  revealed  their  response  to  Canada's  inquiry 
in  F.B.I.  memos  and  further  implicated  Canada's  own  involvement  through 


Paul  Halprin  in  the  falsified  affidavits.  Lalonde,  who  had  most  likely 
believed  his  department  would  be  vindicated,  discovered  the  opposite. 

The  Canadian  Minister  of  Justice  was  informed  "The  selection  of  the  two 
affidavits  (dated  Feb.  23  and  March  31)  was  based  upon  recommendation  of 
Paul  William  Halprin,  Canadian  Department  of  Justice,  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia"  and  that  "...  he  travelled  to  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  ..."  In 
fact,  the  affidavit  of  March  31st  was  obtained  at  the  request  of  Halprin 
who  indicated  he  desired  "amplification  of  certain  issues." 

Despite  their  claims  the  affidavits  were  taken  "in  good  faith"  --  four 
years  after  their  introduction  into  a Canadian  Court  --  there  is  no 
possible  way  that  by  1980,  the  F.B.I.  could  still  maintain  their  innocence 
in  providing  falsified  evidence.  The  most  damaging  indicator  of  this  is 
the  glaring  fact  that  nowhere  in  any  one  of  the  memos  and  covering  letters 
sent  to  the  Canadian  Minister  of  Justice  is  there  a single  name  or  trace 
of  any  F.B.I.  agents'  identities  ...  not  even  of  those  who  directly  dealt 
with  Halprin. 

POLITICAL  REMEDY 

This  cover-up  of  crucial  information,  such  as  the  above  response  to  the 
Canadian  inquiry,  proves  the  F.B.I.  from  start  to  finish,  manipulated  the 
evidence,  manifests  Canada's  reluctance  to  be  involved  in  a dispute  with 
the  United  States  over  the  violation  of  its  justice  system  and  its 
sovereignty.  However,  in  part  responding  to  the  inquiries  of  millions  of 
peoples  over  the  years  from  Canada  and  worldwide;  a Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  recommendation  in  in  1989  for  a political  remedy  and  recommendation 
of  a ministerial  review  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples, 
Canada's  then  Minister  of  Justice  Allan  Rock  finally  agreed  to  a 
departmental  review  of  the  extradition  in  April,  1994,  which,  four  years 
later,  is  still  pending  before  the  present  justice  minister,  Anne  McLellan. 

Now  more  than  ever  before,  while  the  review  takes  on  a renewed  urgency, 
with  the  department  of  justice  announcing  that  it  is  almost  complete  but 
for  the  minister's  decision,  it  is  important  for  each  person  to  send  in 
their  demand  to  Canada's  Justice  Minister,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada 
and  to  their  federal  Members  of  Parliament  along  with  letters  to  the 
United  States  president  and  to  the  U.S.  attorney  general.  It  is  our  hope 
that  in  reading  this  comprehensive  overview,  particularly  noting  Canada's 
role  at  the  time  of  the  extradition,  and  this  country's  stunning  lack  of 
response  to  the  mounting  evidence  of  fraud  over  the  past  22  years,  that  we 
can  all  raise  our  voices  in  a Canada-wide  and  worldwide  demand  for  Leonard 
Peltier's  freedom. 

LPDC  CANADA  CLOSING  REMARKS 

This  article  was  written  by  Kitty  Bell  Sparrow  (the  original  "Indian 
Voice"  reporter  in  1976)  with  the  assistance  of  her  daughter,  Kathleen 
Bell  Younger  and  Anne  Dreaver  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
Canada . 

Mrs.  Sparrow,  who  lives  in  Vancouver,  B.C.  is  a member  of  the  advisory 
council  to  the  LPDC  Canada  which  was  established  in  1987  following 
Leonard's  second  appeal  and  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court's  refusal  to  grant  him 
a new  trial.  Attention  then  turned  to  Canada  and  Leonard's  illegal 
extradition.  A legal  team  was  soon  assembled  and  a national 
defense/offense  committee,  founded  by  Frank  and  Anne  Dreaver,  began  its 
lobby  and  advocacy  work  under  an  autonomous  legal/political  mandate  as  the 
only  other  country  violated  in  this  case. 

Today,  the  Canadian  LPDC  functions  by  bringing  to  light  Canada's 
involvement  and  to  seek  remedies  both  in  Canada  and  internationally  which 
has  included  filing  interventions,  appeals  and  presentations  at  United 
Nations  human  rights  forums,  with  world  governmental  bodies,  political 
organizations  and  directly  with  the  Canadian  government. 

LPDC  international  spokesperson  Frank  Dreaver,  (Plains  Cree, 

Saskatchewan)  has  participated  in  and  helped  to  organize  more  than  a dozen 
European  lobby  initiatives  since  1990  including  the  first  ever  prayer 
vigil  for  Leonard  Peltier's  freedom  at  the  U.N.  human  rights  commission  in 
Geneva  in  1996  and  in  April,  1997  toured  the  former  East  bloc  countries  of 
Poland,  Slovakia  and  Czech  Republics  as  a keynote  speaker  & lobbyist. 


Oven  the  years  other  representatives  have  accompanied  him,  including  two 
of  Leonard's  original  defense  attorneys,  Bruce  Ellison  and  the  late  Lew 
Gurwitz;  Edgar  Bear  Runner  of  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  and  various  staff  at 
the  U.S.  LPDC,  Lawrence,  Kansas  office. 

"The  struggle  for  Leonard's  freedom  stands  today  as  a foremost  example 
of  what  happens  to  indigenous  peoples  who  have  the  courage  to  defend  their 
true  identity  and  nationhood  rights,"  stated  Dreaver.  We  also  want  to 
acknowledge  Ethel  Pearson,  an  elder  of  the  Kwakiutl  nation  and  52 
traditional  chiefs  who  offered  Leonard  sanctuary  during  the  1976 
extradition  process  by  formally  adopting  him  into  their  nation  to  try  and 
stop  the  extradition.  (Gwarth-ee-lass  was  the  name  given  to  Leonard  by  the 
Kwakiutl  elders;  meaning  "to  lead  his  people.") 

"In  principle,  this  country  should  annul  all  past  (extradition) 
proceedings  and  request  the  return  of  Peltier,  join  the  worldwide  campaign 
for  his  clemency  and  forward  all  evidence  and  information  regarding  this 
case  to  any  future  inquiry,"  continued  Dreaver.  If  Dustice  Minister  Anne 
McLellan  was  to  register  a complaint  in  accordance  with  international  law, 
she  would  be  defending  Canada's  jurisdiction  and  the  right  to  question 
this  case  beyond  the  domestic  concern  of  the  U.S.  where  it  continues  to  be 
suppressed.  Even  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  did  not  deny  that  a fraud  had 
occurred  between  two  countries  when  a formal  appeal  of  the  extradition  was 
argued  before  the  court  eight  years  ago. 

Over  the  years,  numerous  resolutions  seeking  remedies  from  Canada  have 
been  successfully  adopted.  Highlights  of  some  include  the  N.D.P.  federal 
party  (Dune,  1991)  being  the  first  political  party  in  North  America  to 
officially  recognize  Leonard's  political  imprisonment  in  defense  of  the 
rights  of  all  North  American  Indian  peoples;  the  Canadian  Labour  Congress 
and  its  affiliates,  representing  about  2.5  million  unionized  workers; 
numerous  aboriginal  nations,  human  rights  organizations  and  many  others. 

In  1992,  55  members  of  Canada's  Parliament  officially  intervened  in 
support  of  Leonard's  immediate  release  to  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  recommending  that  "this  tainted  conviction  be  set  aside.".  The 
highly  publicized  action  was  carried  into  the  United  States  courtroom 
through  the  oral  arguments  of  our  Canadian  attorney;  news  of  which  was 
carried  on  national  television  across  Canada.  And  finally,  in  November, 
1993  we  presented  thousands  of  pages  of  documentation  and  oral 
presentations  in  public  hearings  to  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal 
Peoples,  which  within  weeks  later  recommended  a ministerial  review  of  the 
Peltier  case  directly  to  the  then  Dustice  Minister  of  Canada  Allan  Rock. 

In  April  1994,  18  years  after  Leonard  was  extradited,  the  Canadian 
Department  of  Dustice  finally  re-opened  the  case  for  examination. 

In  October  of  1996,  Dreaver  collaborated  with  16  Canadian  musicians  and 
bands,  including  Blue  Rodeo's  Greg  Keelor  and  Dim  Cuddy;  award-winning 
singer-songwriter  Sara  McLachlan;  The  Tragically  Hip,  poet  Michael 
Ondaatje,  to  name  a few  and  produced  an  album  titled:  "Pine  Ridge:  An  Open 
Letter  to  Allan  Rock."  Available  across  Canada  in  major  music  stores  or 
through  the  LPDC  Canada;  its  release  through  Warner  Music  has  drawn 
national  attention  and  support  amongst  the  peoples  of  Canada  to  pressure 
the  Canadian  government  to  conclude  its  review  by  finding  remedies  for 
Leonard  Peltier's  immediate  release.  Dreaver 's  letter  to  the  justice 
minister  is  in  the  liner  of  each  CD  and  tape. 

In  closing  and  with  our  appreciation  to  Kitty  Sparrow  for  her  sharp 
memory  and  meticulous  records,  we  turn  to  her  words:  "It  is  only  right 
that  the  "Indian  Voice"  reporter  retells  Peltier's  story  to  a new 
generation  of  readers  unaware  of  the  true  history,  so  that  Leonard's  voice 
is  not  silenced  by  inaction  or  apathy  regarding  this  great  warrior." 

"RE : News  from  Leonard's  Parole"  

Date:  Mon,  04  May  1998  19:04:13  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : NEWS  FROM  LEONARD'S  PAROLE 

Newsgroup:  alt. native  [All  this  was  reported  last  week,  but  I want  to 

share  this  poignant  commentary  from  an  elder  and 


warrior] 


I ' m REALLY  pissed . . . 

NEWS  BULLETIN! ! ! BULLETIN!!!  BULLETIN!!!  BULLETIN!!! 

5:00PM  04Mayl998 

LEONARD  PELTIER'S  PAROLE...  "RECOMMENDATION  THAT  PAROLE  BE  DENIED" 

Dust  got  the  call  from  Leavenworth  a few  minutes  ago.  The  sole  Parole 
Commissioner  that  went  to  Leavenworth  to  hear  out  Leonard  Peltier's 
request  for  parole,  a Mr.  Essex,  showed  up  with...,  Mr.  Lynn  Crooks,  the 
prosecutor  in  Leonard's  Trial,  and...,  the  widow  of  FBI  Agent  Collier!!! 

Lynn  Crooks  is  the  piece  of  two-legged  garbage  who  admitted  that  Leonard's 
in  prison  for  murder  that  NO  ONE  CAN  PROVE  HE  COMMITTED!!! 

(from  "In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse"  by  Peter  Matthiessen,  Viking  1983 
(1991  hard-cover  edition)  pp.  574,  in  the  Epilogue) 

"...  With  its  ballistics  evidence  in  tatters,  the  government  knew  it  could 
never  prove  what  [Prosecutor  Lynn]  Crooks  had  trumpeted  to  the  Fargo  jury 
in  order  to  convict  Peltier  at  any  cost,  and  as  early  as  1982  - well 
before  the  evidentiary  hearing  at  Bismarck  - it  had  begun  a cautious  shift 
in  its  references  to  Peltier,  making  him  out  a mere  aider  and  abettor. 

This  came  out  in  the  open  once  and  for  all  at  the  oral  arguments  before 
the  appellate  court  in  1985,  when  Dudge  Gerald  Heany  reminded  Crooks  that 
in  his  closing  polemic  to  the  Fargo  jury  he  had  identified  Peltier  as  "the 
man  who  came  down  and  killed  those  FBI  agents  in  cold  blood."  To  this 
Crooks  responded  with  a tacit  admission  that  justice  interested  him  much 
less  than  a conviction:  "I'm  a trial  lawyer.  I go  for  the  best  I can,"  he 
said.  When  Dudge  Donald  Ross  brought  him  back  to  this  same  point.  Crooks 
exclaimed,  "But  we  can't  PROVE  who  shot  those  agents!"  Crooks  had  told  the 
truth  at  last. 

This  Mr.  Essex  looked  Leonard  right  in  the  eye  this  afternoon  and  repeated 
the  almost  same  words..., 

"WE  MAY  NOT  BE  ABLE  TO  PROVE  YOU  DID  IT,  BUT  SOMEBODY  IN  INDIAN  COUNTRY 
DID,  AND  YOU  WERE  THERE,  SO  SINCE  SOMEONE'S  GOT  TO  PAY  FOR  THIS,  YOU'RE 
IT.  I'M  GOING  TO  RECOMMEND  THAT  PAROLE  BE  DENIED".. 

Do  you  believe  this  crap  in  "the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the 
brave"??!!  THIS  is  "American  Dustice"?! 

What  a garbage  country!!!!  Is  it  any  wonder  that  hundreds  of  millions  of 
people  around  the  world  spit  on  the  Stars  & Stripes?! 

And  ANYONE  who  sits  there  and  does  NOTHING  about  this  is  garbage  too,  as 
far  as  I'm  concerned!!!!!! 

Oh  really?!  That  doesn't  include  YOU?!  What  exactly  have  YOU  done?!  Have 
you  gotten  off  your  ass  & actually  phoned  your  congressman/woman/ , or  your 
senator?  The  Whitehouse?  More  than  just  once?  Scared  you  might  strain  that 
finger?  Or  complained  to  your  local  news  media?  No..???  If  you  haven't 
done  any  of  these  things  then  you  ARE  garbage! 

Because  by  your  very  silence  and  inaction  you  agree  that,  "Hey!  "ANY  OLD 
INDIAN  WILL  DO!  'Cause  SOMEBODY'S  GOTTA  PAY!" 

. . . Contrary  to  EVERY  tenet  of  International  Law,  contrary  to  the  Law  of 
Nations,  contrary  to  every  fundamental  of  human  decency,  of  morality...!! 

But  what  the  hell,  that's  AMERICA!  That's  the  reason  that  in  EVERY  country 
around  the  globe  the  USA  is  known  as  THE  WHORE  OF  NATIONS!!!!!  The 
American  public?  Hell,  just  throw  them  all  a few  hotdogs,  a televised  ball 
game  to  keep  their  brains  from  getting  strained  doing  anything  as 
strenuous  as  THINKING  and  they'll  keep  their  mouths  shut  like  the  sheep 
that  they  are! ! They  hung  Nazis  for  punishing  those  guilty  by  association 
alone,  but  if  AMERICANS  do  EXACTLY  the  same  thing  it's  OK,  right?! 

No  wonder  the  flowers  wilt  & livestock  sickens  in  Canada  every  time  the 
wind  blows  from  the  south...  Any  country  that  allows  someone  to  rot  in 
prison,  when  even  the  prosecution  ADMITS  he  may  be  innocent,  AND  DOES 
NOTHING  ABOUT  IT  is  beneath  contempt.,  it's  disgusting!!!!!!!!!!! 

SCREW  THE  USA,  THE  WHORE  AMONG  NATIONS!!!  And  every  single  American 
citizen  that  stands  by  & allows  this  to  happen  too!! 

"RE : For  Leonard  Now  More  than  Ever"  


Date:  Mon,  11  May  1998  02:24:08  -0400 


From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub  j : FOR  LEONARD  NOW  MORE  THAN  EVER! 

Newsgroups : alt . native , soc . culture. native 

d'laan'te' . . . Some  of  you  who  know  me  also  know  that  I have  been  doing 
whatever  one  person  can  to  get  Leonard  Peltier  out  of  prison  since  about 
half  an  hour  after  his  arrest  at  Smallboy's  Camp  on  06  February,  1976.  I 
am  no  one  special.  No  more  or  less  than  any  one  of  you.  I ask  that  you 
actually  DO  something  to  get  Leonard  out  of  prison  & home  where  he 
belongs . 

The  United  States  Parole  Commission  is  presently  deliberating  as  to 
whether  or  not  to  release  Leonard  on  parole.  Some  jerk  on  this  ng  asked 
me,  "You  don't  actually  believe  that  parole  is  possible,  do  you?"  My 
answer  to  those  people  is  "YES  I DO!!"  Why  the  hell  should  I,  or  anyone 
else  stop  fighting  in  whatever  way  we  can  to  get  Leonard  home?!  If  you 
don't  believe  it's  possible,  then  just  get  the  hell  out  of  the  way, 
anonymous  "oh-I ' m-so-helpless"  fool,  & let  those  of  us  who  believe  in 
justice  for  Leonard  get  on  with  doing  EVERYTHING  we  can  at  EVERY 
opportunity,  by  EVERY  means  to  get  him  OUT! ! 

For  the  rest  of  us,  those  who  are  NOT  whining,  weak-kneed  quitters,  those 
who  actually  walk  our  talk  instead  of  just  giving  lip  service  to  action... 
please  join  me  in  the  following  ACTION  CAMPAIGN... 

We  have  to  get  on  the  Parole  Commission  NOW,  by  email,  FAX,  snailmail  & 
by  any  & every  other  way  you  can  think  of,  to  make  SURE  that  they  consider 
the  FACTS...  Start  by  sending  an  email  letter  to  the  US  Parole  Board 
NOW!!!!  Follow  up  with  signed  faxes  & snailmail.  Leonard  Peltier  has  paid 
with  over  22  years  of  his  life...  the  time  email  will  cost  you  is  nothing 
in  comparison.  So  "IF"  you  believe  in  justice,  "IF"  you  believe  in  Human 
Rights,  "IF"  you  believe  in  Indian  Rights,  then  DO  SOMETHING  BESIDES  TALK 
ABOUT  IT! 

Here  are  some  sample  letters  to  the  US  Parole  Commission.  Use  them  NOW. 
Address  your  letters  to  the  United  States  Parole  Commission  AND,  if  you 
wish,  you  can  put  them  to  the  attention  of  Mr.  Sam  Robertson  (Mr. 

Robertson  was  the  US  Parole  Board's  Hearings  Officer  who  had  recommended 
parole  for  Leonard  in  1995.  Contrary  to  what  some  ignoramus  previously 
posted,  he  was  not  demoted  and  is  in  fact  now  a full-fledged  Commissioner 
on  the  US  Parole  Board.) 

PLEASE  FEEL  FREE  TO: 

+ print  and  mail  the  letter  after  signing  it  yourself 

+ fax  your  letter  to  the  Parole  Commission  after  emailing  it,  so  no  one 
can  say  it  wasn't  received 

+ write  your  own  letters  and  fax  them  or  send  them  by  snailmail 
+ post  your  own  letters  on  any  relevant  listserves  you  may  belong  to  in 
order  to  encourage  others  to  write  AND  SEND  IN  their  letters. 


Here's  a sample  letter.  (From  NA-Net  in  95,  updated).  Either  copy,  sign  & 
send  in  as  is  or  use  it  as  a model  for  your  own  letter. 

United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd.,  Suite  420 
Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 
FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Commissioner, 

I write  to  urge  you  to  grant  full  parole  to  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier,  Federal 
Inmate  #89637-132,  presently  incarcerated  in  Leavenworth  Federal 
Penitentiary.  Mr.  Peltier  has  been  incarcerated  since  1976  - for  no 
legitimate  reason.  This  deprivation  of  Mr.  Peltier's  liberty  has  nothing 
to  do  with  "justice." 

To  the  contrary,  it  has  been  done  with  the  spirit  of  injustice  to  the 
extreme.  The  government  - the  FBI  and  U.S.  Attorney  - used  all  means 


available,  legality  notwithstanding,  to  insure  the  conviction  of  Mr. 
Peltier  despite  an  utter  lack  of  evidence  against  him,  and  despite  a 
preponderance  of  evidence  that: 

(1)  Leonard  Peltier  did  not  commit  the  crimes  for  which  he  has  been 
imprisoned,  and, 

(2)  the  conviction  of  Leonard  Peltier  was  obtained  on  fabricated 
evidence,  coerced  perjury  on  the  part 

of  witnesses,  and  deliberate  perjury  on  the  part  of  FBI  agents. 

Leonard  Peltier  has  paid  for  the  crimes  of  the  government,  paid  with  the 
loss  of  over  twenty-two  years  of  his  freedom.  Think  of  what  you  have  done 
with  your  own  career  and  family  in  the  last  twenty-two  years,  and  then 
imagine  the  drastic  impact  it  would  have  had  on  your  life  had  your  freedom 
been  taken  away  from  you  not  because  of  anything  you  had  actually  done, 
but  to  cover  up  the  corruption  others. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  Leonard  Peltier  back  the  time  that  has  been  taken 
from  him.  But  because  you  are  in  this  position  of  responsibility,  you  can 
and  must  do  your  part  to  restore  justice  in  the  U.S.  You  have  been 
appointed  to  the  position  of  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  parole 
Commission  because  you  have  integrity  and  sense  of  morality  and  justice. 
You  therefore  have  a moral  responsibility  to  remove  this  stain  on  our 
government  and  our  nation. 

I urge  you  to  remember  that  by  not  setting  this  right,  you  are  effectively 
embracing  the  corruption  of  those  who  fabricated  evidence  to  engineer  the 
incarceration  of  a man  that  even  such  moral  degenerates  as  those  who 
engineered  his  conviction  have  been  forced  to  admit  is  innocent.  I urge 
you  to  grant  full  parole  to  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier  immediately. 

Sincerely, 

(Your  Signature) 

(PS:  I am  forwarding  a copy  of  this  letter  to  you  via  US  Mail.) 


SAMPLE  LETTER  #2 

United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Suite  420 

Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 
FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Commissioner, 

I am  writing  to  urge  you  to  parole  Leonard  Peltier  as  soon  as 
humanly  possible.  Never  has  a case  of  government  misconduct  been  so 
thoroughly  documented  yet  this  misconduct  at  the  same  time  been  so 
blatantly  ignored. 

Examples  of  the  government  misconduct  cited  above  (but  far  from  a 
comprehensive  list)  include: 

* Leonard  Peltier  was  extradited  from  Canada  based  on  a 
perjured  affidavit  which  had  been  coerced  by  FBI  agents  from  a "witness" 
with  no  less  than  three  (3)  differing  versions  of  the  events 

* The  judge  barred  most  of  the  overwhelming  amount  of  evidence 
in  Peltier's  defense,  evidence  which  cleared  his  co-defendants  of  the  same 
charges  for  the  same  crime  before  another  court  of  law 

* The  judge  at  Leonard  Peltier's  trial  allowed  FBI  agents  to 
perjure  themselves  by  giving  statements  that  contradicted  their  own 
written  reports  and  their  own  testimony  at  the  earlier  trial  of  two  other 
men  who  were  acquitted  of  the  same  charges. 

* An  FBI  agent  testified  about  key  ballistics  evidence  while 
his  own  memos  - suppressed  until  well  after  Peltier's  conviction  - showed 
his  testimony  to  be  utterly  false. 


Leonard  Peltier  was  sentenced  to  two  consecutive  life  sentences. 


without  ever  having  a fair  trial.  Despite  FBI  documents  demonstrating  that 
the  original  evidence  against  him  was  falsified  and  fabricated,  he  has 
been  denied  all  appeals.  The  prosecutor  has  admitted  in  court  on  several 
occasions  that  THE  PROSECUTION  DOES  NOT  KNOW  WHO  SHOT  THOSE  FBI  AGENTS! 

Yet  Leonard  Peltier  remains  in  prison. 

Leonard  Peltier  has  widespread  support  from  around  the  world:  over 
35  million  people  have  signed  petitions  for  his  release:  support  for  the 
immediate  release  of  Leonard  peltier  has  been  expressed  by  over  50  members 
of  the  US  Congress,  more  than  50  members  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  and 
the  European  Parliament,  the  Belgian  Parliament,  the  Italian  Parliament, 
the  Dutch  and  Danish  Parliaments  have  ALL  passed  resolutions  calling  on 
the  United  States  of  America  to  either  release  Mr.  Peltier  or,  at  the  very 
least,  undertake  a Congressional  Review  of  his  case.  He  is  the  ONLY 
person  that  Amnesty  International  has  listed  as  being  a political  prisoner 
in  the  United  States.  His  release  has  been  requested  for  years  by  the 
National  Association  of  Christians  and  Dews,  the  American  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  Canadian  Council  of  Churches.  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Nobel  Laureate  Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn,  and  South 
African  President  Nelson  Mandela  have  also  expressed  their  opinion  that 
Mr.  Peltier  is  wrongfully  incarcerated . (And  the  latter  two  personages 
should  certainly  recognize  injustice  when  they  see  it.)  There  is  presently 
a formal  Motion  tabled  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada 
demanding  that  the  government  immediately  return  Mr.  Peltier  to  Canadian 
soil.  Canadajs  Supreme  Court  found,  in  1989,  that  Mr.  Peltier  had  been 
extradited  from  Canada  to  the  USA  on  the  basis  of  "fraudulent  affidavits" 
and  this  court  recommended  that  the  Government  of  Canada  seek  "immediate 
redress  through  whatever  diplomatic  channels  be  available". 

I respectfully  draw  your  attention  to  a declaration  made  by  Mr  Dustice  R. 
H.  Dackson,  Chief  of  the  Prosecution  for  the  United  States  of  America  (and 
later  US  Supreme  Court  Dustice)  during  his  Opening  Statement  at  at  the 
Trial  of  the  Major  War  Criminals  before  the  International  Military 
Tribunal  at  Nuremburg. 

"...  The  United  States  believes  that  the  law  has  long  afforded  standards 
by  which  a juridical  hearing  could  be  conducted  to  make  sure  that  we 
punish  only  the  right  men  and  for  the  right  reasons." 

(Transcript  Volume  II.  Proceedings:  11/14/1945-11/30/1945.  [Official  text 
in  the  English  language.]  Nuremberg:  IMT,  1947.  pp.  100.) 

The  FACT  that  this  cornerstone  of  law  has  been  completely  disregarded  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier  is  a disgusting  travesty  of  justice, 
making  an  absolute  mockery  of  America's  oft-touted  ideals  of  justice  and 
civil  rights,  and  contravenes  every  international  covenant  concerning 
judicial  process  to  which  the  USA  is  signatory. 

I urge  and  beseech  you  to  immediately  remove  this  blight  on  justice  in  the 
U.S.  by  releasing  Leonard  Peltier. 

Thank  you  for  your  time.  I pray  you'll  make  a choice  for  justice  rather 
than  support  prejudice,  racism,  and  abuse  of  power. 

Sincerely, 

(Your  Signature) 

(PS:  I am  forwarding  a copy  of  this  letter  to  you  via  US  Mail.) 


Well  people,  you  now  have  two  (2)  sample  letters  that  you  can  copy,  sign  & 
send.  Or  write  your  own,  sign  it  & send  it.  You  have  the  street  address 
AND  the  fax  number  for  the  United  States  Parole  Commission.  All  you  have 
to  contribute  is  the  will  power  to  ACT  & the  price  of  a stamp  or  fax  to 
actually  send  that  letter.  Is  that  really  so  much  to  ask?  Incarceration  is 
the  most  horrible  sanction  short  of  death  that  any  society  can  impose  on 


any  human  being.  In  this  case  the  human  being,  Leonard  Peltier,  is 
ENTIRELY  innocent  of  the  charges  of  murder  for  which  he  stands  convicted. 
If  you  can't  be  bothered  to  ACT,  to  show  some  backbone  and  to  STAND  UP  FOR 
JUSTICE  FOR  LEONARD,  what  makes  you  think  that  anyone  will  stand  up  and 
act  when  you,  or  someone  close  to  you,  are  subjected  to  the  same 
treatment?  Think  about  it.  ACT  NOW! ! 
masi : cho . . . 


"RE : Bear  Butte  Forum"  

Date:  Sun,  10  May  1998  03:35:39  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions  <brooke@hills . net> 

Sub j : Bear  Butte  Forum 
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Fourth  meeting  to  consider  alternatives  for  use  of  Bear  Butte  for 
ceremonial  use. 

The  previous  group  meeting  states  that  family  camping  and 
non-ceremonial  use  must  be  moved  to  an  alternative  location  to  be  decided 
in  the  future. 

There  was  considerable  discussion  about  restricting  who  should  have 
access  to  the  area.  Suggestions  ranged  from  relying  on  guidance  from 
spiritual  leaders  and  medicine  men  to  identify  who  had  access  to 
restricting  use  to  those  wit  APPROPRIATE  DOCUMENTATION  OF  TRIBAL 
ENROLLMENT. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  access  be  limited  only  to  those  people  from 
the  Cheyenne,  Sioux  and  Arapaho  tribes.  All  agreed  that  some  controls 
needed  to  be  imposed  but  identifying  them  is  difficult  to  accomplish. 

The  group  agreed  that  all  materials  used  for  prayer  offerings  should  be 
natural  rather  than  synthetic  and  the  size  should  be  kept  as  small  as 
possible  to  "minimize  the  visual  impact  on  the  mountains  natural  beauty." 
The  group  also  suggested  that  items  not  meeting  the  requirements  be 
removed.  Which  means ...  .that  cloth  can  no  longer  be  used  as  prayer  ties 
and  that  even  if  they  are  made  from  buckskin,  etc  they  must  be  immediately 
removed  from  Bear  Butte,  and  not  kept  on  the  hill  as  is  traditionally 
done. 

The  issue  of  Ceremonial  Trail  Renovation. . .The  group  consensus  was  that 
the  Ceremonial  Trail  NOT  be  reconstructed  for  recreation  use  and  the  lower 
platform  NOT  be  rebuilt.  However,  the  group  felt  the  trail  should  be 
rebuilt  for  ceremonial  use  only,  while  still  providing  ceremonial  users 
with  a linkage  to  the  Summit  Trail. 

Fire  Protection  Issue... Wide  spectrum  of  discussion  and  the  main  concern 
dealt  with  possible  relocation  of  the  sweatlodge  fires  however  it  was 
decided  that  limited  camping  in  the  area  would  limit  the  other  fires  and 
the  sweatlodge  fires  may  already  be  in  the  safest  location. 

Bison  Herd  Management — 

The  group  clearly  agreed  the  size  and  range  for  the  herd  should  be 
expanded  but  felt  that  it  should  be  contained  rather  than  allow  free 
roaming. 

Education  and  Interpretation — 

The  group  suggested  increased  Native  American  involvement  in  the 
interpretive  and  educational  efforts  at  Bear  Butte. 

Comprehensive  Management  Plan — 

Suggested  an  official  advisory  board  be  established  to  provide  ongoing 
input  into  the  management  of  Bear  Butte. 

Now... all  that  having  been  said... the  breakdown  options... 

Issue:  Overcrowding: 

Today's  meeting  could  not  get  past  the  first  issue  of  Overcrowding  with 
many  strong  opinions  voiced  from  participants  regarding  usage  of  Bear 


Butte.  A Majority  felt  that  non  natives  should  be  restricted  from  being 
able  to  come  to  ceremonies  at  Bear  Butte. 

Option  1 - Restrict  Use  at  Religious  Use  Area 

Implement  a registration/reservation  system 

Limit  # of  people  allowed  at  any  one  time 

Limit  duration  of  stay 

Allow  entry  for  TRIBAL  MEMBERS  ONLY 

Other? 

Option  2 - Relocate  use  at  Religious  Use  area 

Remove  family  camping  from  religious  use  area 

Move  to  off  site  location 

Move  to  nearby  site  east  of  Highway  79 

Move  to  existing  campground  west  of  Highway  79 

Move  to  new  location  near  Bear  Butte  Lake 

Develop  inter-connection  trail  system 

ISSUE:  Prayer  Cloths 
Management  Options: 

Option  1-  Limit  Type  and  Leave  in  Place 
Limit  size  of  prayer  offerings 
Limit  material  to  bio-degradable  material 
All  others  removed  when  encountered 
Consider  ceremonial  cleanup  every  four  years 

Option  2-  No  Restrictions , Hold  Annual  Cleanup 
No  limitations  on  size  or  material 
Coordinate  annual  spring  cleanup  with  tribes 
Other 

Issue:  Resource  Management  (Ceremonial  Trail  Renovation) 

Management  Options: 

Option  1-Rehabilitate  and  modify  the  Ceremonial  Trail  and  other  Access 
Trails 

Access  to  Ceremonial  Trail  for  ceremonial  use  only 
Do  not  intersect  with  Summit  Trail 

Construct  minimum  number  of  trails  needed  to  access  different  ceremonial 
sites  from  religious  use  area  and  restrict  all  traffic  to  those  trails. 

Option  2-  Revegetable  (Eliminate)  Ceremonial  Trail 
Limit  Off-Trail  traffic  by  ceremonial  users 
Other? 

Issue:  Resource  Management  (Fire  Protection) 

Management  Options: 

Option  1-Improve  fire  protection  standards  in  existing  religious  use  area 
Require  all  fires  in  approved  grates 

Meet  minimum  safety  requirements  for  outdoor  Fireplaces 

Conduct  routine  prescribed  burns  and  maintain  clear  safety  zones 

Ban  all  fires  during  periods  of  high  winds  and/or  high  fire  danger  index 

Option  2-Relocate  Sweatlodge  fires  and  camping  fires  to  alternative 
location 

Select  site  in  terms  of  fire  safety  and  access 
Provide  appropriate  water  source  and  fire  equipment 
Other? 

Issue:  Resource  Management  (Bison  Herd  Management) 

Management  Options: 

Option  1-  Securely  Fence  Park  Perimeter  and  Allow  Bison  to  free  range 
would  allow  for  better  vegetative  management 


Would  result  in  more  visitor/user  interaction-possible  safety  issues? 


Option  2-  Expand  Bison  Pasture  but  continue  to  confine  and  separate  from 
users 

Better  control  of  herd 

Better  able  to  ensure  they  can  be  viewed  by  public 
Issue:  Education  and  Interpretation 

Option  1 Create  a resource  group  to  assist  GFP  in  the  renovation  and 
expansion  of  interpretive  exhibits  and  program 

Option  2-  Reduce  GFP  involvement  in  interpretation  at  Bear  Butte 
Increase  NA  role  in  interpretive  displays  and  programs 
Explore  NA  employment  opportunities 

The  last  issue  was  to  develop  a comprehensive  plan  for  Bear  Butte  that 
balances  the  needs  of  all  user  groups  and  preservation  of  the  sites 
natural  and  cultural  significance 

Having  said  all  that.... 

The  main  basic  issue,  that  of  overcrowding  was  the  only  one  discussed 
with  very  strong  feelings  both  pro  and  con  for  non  enrolled  tribal  members 
to  be  able  to  use  Bear  Butte  for  ceremony  or  to  participate  in  them. 

Speaking  only  for  myself,  my  personal  feelings  is  that  the  government 
has  no  authority  to  restrict,  limit  or  impose  standards  in  any  way,  upon 
Indian  people  concerning  their  ceremonial  usage  of  sacred  sites.  I argued 
this  point  in  the  forum  meeting  with  strong  arguments  by  the  Park  Service. 

I pointed  out  the  fact  that  most  of  our  children  and  grandchildren  are 
unable  to  become  enrolled  tribal  members  of  most  nations  because  of  our 
intermarriage  to  non  natives,  therefore  would  they  be  deprived  of  their 
heritage  rights  of  ceremonial  spiritual  prayers  because  they  were  not  card 
carrying? 

Are  only  the  Sioux,  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  nations  spiritual  enough  to  use 
the  sacred  sites?  The  Cheyenne  nation  members  there  agreed  and  stated  that 
they  wished,  at  least  for  the  northern  part  of  Bear  Butte,  that  they  hold 
as  tribal  lands,  to  remain  open  for  ALL  nations  to  use  and  were  welcome  to 
come  to  their  side  of  the  Butte  to  do  ceremonies. 

There  was  no  final  decision  made  on  any  of  the  issues  and  Rosalie  Little 
Thunder  suggested  the  Rosebud  Sioux  host  a traditional  meeting  at  the 
lodge  the  tribe  owns  near  the  Butte  for  all  nations  to  come  and  discuss 
the  issues  and  resolve  them.  The  date  will  be  announced  in  the  future  for 
the  meeting. 

People  need  to  be  aware  that  there  is  governmental  controls  starting  to 
be  put  in  place  to  manage  and  restrict  our  sacred  ceremonial  sites  with 
their  rules  and  regulations  as  to  when,  who  and  how  they  can  be  conducted. 

"And  least  we  forget  - While  Lincoln  was  freeing  the  slaves,  he  was 
hanging  the  Dakota." 

Maryann  and  those  Honorable  Dakota  who  paid  the  ultimate  price  for 
their  beliefs. 

Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions 
Black  Hills,  Lakota  Territory 

"RE : The  Bison  of  Yellowstone  Park"  

From:  Duegon@webtv.net  (Willow  Butler) 

Date:  Mon,  11  May  1998  20:59:08  -0400 
Sub j : The  Bison  of  Yellowstone  Park... 
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Hau  Mita  Kolapi, 

Well  once  again 

the  bison  are  caught  in  the  middle.  On  5-  9-98 

The  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer  published  an  article  written  By  Tom  Kenworthy 
of  The  Washington  Post,  the  headline  read  as  follows,  "Discord  afoot  in 


Park  Service  plan  for  bison". 

I am  pleased  to  see,  that  even  as  far  north/east  as  Cleveland  Ohio,  the 
tribulations  of  the  Yellowstone  National  Parks  bison  can  still  be  heard. 

It  is  no  secret  that  there  is  an  ongoing  problem  in  the  management  of  the 
Yellowstone  bison  herds  and  the  disease  (brucellosis).  Aside  from  the 
management  issue  not  being  a simple  task,  there  is  also  a problem  with 
harmony  between  the  National  Park  Services  which  run  the  Parks  and  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  whose  animal,  plant  and  health  inspection 
services  job  is  to  stomp  out  diseases  such  as  the  brucellosis  which  is 
carried  by  some  of  the  bison. 

There  is  however  a disagreement  on  just  how  much  of  a threat  the  bison 
pose  to  cattle... "It  makes  a person  stop  and  wonder" ...  Federal  agencies 
and  Montana  State  Government  are  often  at  odds  with  each  other.  Montana 
State  Gov.  demands  high  vigilance  against  the  disease  brucellosis  which 
causes  cows  to  abort  their  calves,  but  yet,  brucellosis  has  not  been  known 
to  be  transmitted  in  the  wild  between  the  bison  and  the  cattle. .. "Again  it 
makes  a person  wonder".  After  the  massive  Buffalo  hunts  in  the  19th 
century,  only  two  dozen  wild  roaming  animals  remained.  Now  their 
descendants  face  harsh  winters  that  force  them  to  forge  for  food  outside 
the  Yellowstone  Parks  boundary  lines. 

What  is  so  very  disturbing  is  the  fact  that  these  animals  are 
slaughtered  by  the  hundreds  by  State  and  Federal  sharpshooters  some  of 
which  are  sure  to  claim  they  are  waiting  for  a more  humane  way... This  past 
winter  nearly  a third  of  the  3,400  bison  herd  was  cut  down,  this,  to  me  is 
an  alarming  figure.  Now,  after  a decade  of  toil,  the  officials  say  they 
have  come  up  with  a comprehensive  management  plan  for  the  Parks  bison 
which  is  soon  to  be  unvailed  but  in  the  same  breath,  they  openly  admit 
that  they  are  still  in  disagreement  over  many  of  the  issues  at  hand.  Also 
to  add  to  the  chaos  the  environmentalists  have  put  the  plan  under  attack 
saying  it  gives  the  Montana  cattle  industry  to  much  authority. 

The  management  plan  was  designed  to  prevent  the  wholesale  slaughter  of 
the  bison,  protect  the  Montana  cattle  industry  and  stop  the  inter-agency 
bickering. .. none  of  which  look  like  things  that  are  going  to  happen  in  the 
near  future.  It  would  seem  logical  that  instead  of  each  side  working 
against  the  other,  a joining  of  the  forces  would  be  the  way  to  go... only 
this  would  make  things  a little  to  easy  and  unfortunately  in  the  mean  time 
the  bison  are  the  ones  who  will  suffer  at  the  hands  of  the  sharpshooters 
and  the  inhumane  acts  targeted  against  them.  If  you  would  like  to  voice 
your  opinion,  write  to  the  Yellowstone  National  Parks  and/or  The  Montana 
State  Gov.  The  more  voices  heard  the  stronger  the  word. 

Pilamaya 
Mends  the  hoop 

http://www.angelfire.com/hi/newpoetsandpoems 
THE  BALANCE  OF  LIFE  'LOVE' 

"RE : Shawnee  Receive  Oklahoma  Recognition"  

Date:  Sat,  09  May  1998  22:25:21  -0500 

From:  "lames  R.  Squirrel"  <jsqrl@sbtmiami.net> 

Sub j : Loyal  Shawnee  Receive  Oklahoma  State  Recognition 

UUCP  email 

Loyal  Shawnee  Receive  State  Recognition 

On  Monday,  March  16,  1989,  Oklahoma  Governor  Frank  Keating  signed  a Joint 
Resolution  recognizing  The  Loyal  Shawnee  as  a tribe  separate  and  apart 
from  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

"We  have  been  a part  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  for  nearly  130  years,  and 
this  is  the  first  step  toward  being  federally  recognized. 

"The  tribe  still  must  win  recognition  by  the  government  before  we  can 
achieve  total  independence,"  Tribal  Chairman  Don  Greenfeather  said. 

The  resolution  was  presented  before  the  State  Senate  where  it  was 
unanimously  passed,  48-0,  on  Monday,  March  2,  1998.  After  the  Senate 
passed  the  resolution,  it  was  then  presented  in  the  State's  House  of 
Representatives  where  the  bill  passed  58  - 34  on  Wednesday,  March  11,  1998. 


The  resolution  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Senator  Rick  Littlefield, 
D-Grove,  and  presented  in  the  House  by  Representatives  Larry  Roberts,  D- 
Miami;  Doe  Eddins,  D-Vinita;  and  Bill  Settle,D-Muskogee. 

Being  recognized  by  the  State  of  Oklahoma  and  by  several  federally 
recognized  tribes  in  the  area,  this  will  give  us  the  much  needed  support 
to  present  a bill  before  the  United  States  Congress. 

The  Loyal  Shawnee  Tribe  would  like  to  thank  the  Peoria,  Ottawa,  Miami, 
Eastern  Shawnee,  Modoc,  Quapaw,  Wyandotte  and  Seneca-Cayuga  tribes  for 
their  assistance  in  obtaining  our  state  recognition;  and  especially 
Senator  Littlefield  for  authoring  and  sponsoring  this  resolution. 

The  tribal  council  will  continue  to  pursue  our  federal  recognition. 

When  we  receive  federal  recognition,  each  individual  will  have  to  decide 
if  they  want  to  become  a member  of  the  Loyal  Shawnee  Tribe  or  the  Cherokee 
Tribe . 


- — "RE:  El  Internships  at  Ward  Valley"  - 

Date:  Tue,  5 May  1998  17:42:56  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub  j : ED  Internships  at  Ward  Valley 
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SUMMER  ENVIRONMENTAL  DUSTICE  INTERNSHIPS 
NEEDLES,  CALIFORNIA:  WARD  VALLEY 

The  environmental  organization  Greenaction  is  seeking  students  for  a 
summer  internship  program  based  in  Needles,  California.  Students  will 
work  with  local  Indian  Nations,  community,  and  environmental  organizations 
in  the  campaign  to  protect  the  area  from  the  radioactive  waste  dump 
proposed  for  Ward  Valley  in  the  Mojave  Desert,  near  the  Colorado  River. 

Students  interested  in  environmental  studies,  environmental  justice  and 
environmental  racism,  community  organizing.  Native  American  cultural 
issues,  or  political  science  are  encouraged  to  apply. 

Student  interns  must  be  self-funded  through  school  programs  or  other 
grants . 

Interns  will  work  under  the  supervision  of  Greenaction ' s Executive 
Director.  Interns  will  work  closely  with  the  Native  American  programs 
coordinator  and  the  Save  Ward  Valley  office  coordinator. 

Interns  will  work  out  of  the  Save  Ward  Valley  office  in  Needles,  CA  and 
in  the  field.  Field  work  will  include  community  outreach  and  education, 
writing  of  reports  and  assistance  with  newsletters,  and  monitoring  of 
industry  and  government  activity  on  the  proposed  dump  project. 

Interns  will  work  with  the  Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Cocopah,  Quechan, 
and  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  to  help  provide  current  information  about 
the  dump  project  and  the  campaign. 

For  more  information  send  a letter  of  interest  or  call: 

Bradley  Angel,  Greenaction  915  Cole  Street,  POB  249  San  Francisco,  CA  94117 
Phone  415/566-3475  FAX  415/566-5079 
Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http: //banwaste. envirolink. org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

http: //www. wild roc kies .org/cmcr 

---  "RE:  UAINE  Petition"  


Date:  Sat,  02  May  1998  20:37:37  GMT 

From:  johnny@SBLOCKWildfieldStudios.com  (Pope-About-Town) 
Sub j : United  American  Indians  of  New  England  petition 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


United  American  Indians  of  New  England 
http : //idt . net/~uainel9/ 

Please  print  this  petition  out  and  return  to  UAINE  address  below. 

We,  the  undersigned,  wish  to  express  our  outrage  over  the  police 
assault  on  Native  Americans  and  their  supporters  in  Plymouth, 

Massachusetts  on  November  27,  1997,  U.S.  "Thanksgiving"  day. 

On  that  day,  hundreds  of  Native  Americans  and  their  supporters 
gathered  in  Plymouth,  Mass,  to  observe  the  28th  National  Day  of 
Mourning,  organized  by  United  American  Indians  of  New  England.  Their 
peaceful  march  was  attacked  by  about  150  police  from  the  Plymouth 
Police  Dept.,  Mass.  State  Troopers,  and  other  police  agencies.  During 
the  assault,  the  cops  used  pepper  spray  and  mace  in  the  eyes  of  elders 
and  children.  People  wearing  buttons  or  T-shirts  demanding  freedom  for 
Native  political  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier  were  singled  out  for 
harassment  and  arrest. 

This  completely  unprovoked  assault  resulted  in  the  arrests  of  25  women 
and  men  from  all  four  directions  --  Indigenous  people  from  North  and 
Central  America,  Black,  Latino,  Asian,  and  white,  straight,  lesbian, 
and  gay  --  on  charges  ranging  from  assembly  without  a permit  to 
assault  and  battery  on  a police  officer.  The  ages  of  those  arrested 
ranged  from  20  to  67  years  old. 

UAINE 

P.0.  Box  7501 
Quincy,  MA  02269 
617  773-0406 

Email:  uainel9@idt.net 

"RE : Stolen  Seeds"  

Date:  Tue,  5 May  1998  23:35:08  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Rosalie  Little  Thunder 
Sub j : Stolen  Seeds 

UUCP  email 

A very  dear  friend  of  mine  collected  some  seeds  and  was  on  his  way  to 
North  Carolina  to  help  with  the  planting  at  the  Pepperland  Farm  Camp  and 
would  you  believe. . someone  ransacked  the  vehicle?  Whoever  it  was,  got  away 
with  personal  belongings  and  the  seeds!! 

Fle's  heartsick  about  this,  but  undaunted.  Do  you  know  where  we  can  get 
seeds  quickly?  I can  try  to  find  some  funds  to  replace  the  seeds,  but  you 
know  how  that  works... it  takes  precious  time  to  raise  funds. 

I think  the  easiest  solution  is  to  ask  for  seeds  to  be  sent  directly  so 
they  can  get  on  with  the  planting. 

Pepperland  Farm  Camp 
Rt.  4 Box  255B 
Murphy  NC  28906 

Dustyn's  been  a great  help  at  Ward  Valley  (nuclear  waste  dump  protest) 
and  also  at  Buffalo  Nations  (buffalo  slaughter  prevention).  He's  somewhat 
behind  schedule  because  of  his  efforts  at  these  sites.  I hate  to  see  him 
set  back  because  of  someone's  thoughtlessness.  Good  things  always  happen 
though . 

Thank  you  for  whatever  you  can  do  to  help  out  this  situation. 

Rosalie 


"RE;  Zapatista  Library  Request"  

Date:  Sat,  2 May  1998  02:51:29  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  mexicopeace@igc.apc.org  (Mexicopeace) 

Sub j : Zapatista  Library  Request 

Mailing  List:  Chiapas-L  (chiapas-l@profmexis.dgsca.unam.mx) 


Oventic  Library  Technology 
May  1,  1998 

Does  anyone  know  of  an  effective  way  to  protect  books  and  computers  in 
the  middle  of  a rain  cloud? 

This  summer  we  hope  to  finish  construction  on  a library  facility  at 
Oventic  Aguascalientes  II  as  a part  of  the  first  autonomous,  indigenous 
junior  high  school  in  Chiapas,  MEXICO.  Many  books  have  already  been 
donated  and  we  hope  to  find  more  by  the  summer.  However  the  climate  in 
the  highlands  of  Chiapas  is  challenging  to  the  printed  word  with  humidity 
staying  at  about  110%. 

What  can  we  do  to  protect  the  books  (and  computers)  at  the  Oventic  library? 

The  library  facility  will  be  of  concrete  block  with  concrete  floor 
similar  to  the  classrooms  that  can  be  seen  on  our  web  site  listed  below. 
There  is  usually  electricity  available.  The  indigenous  school  board  at 
Oventic  Aguacalientes  II  has  requested  that  we  investigate  both  low  and 
high  tech  solutions  to  this  problem. 

Your  suggestions  will  be  greatly  appreciated!  Please  forward  this 
message  to  folks  who  might  have  good  ideas. 

A.  Cultural  and  Educational  Exchanges  in  Chiapas,  MEXICO: 

loin  Mexican  and  international  "tourists  of  conscience"  as  we  live  and  work 
in  a Zapatista  educational  and  cultural  center  helping  create  the  first 
autonomous,  indigenous  junior  high  school  in  Chiapas,  MEXICO!  After  a 
lively  bus  trip  from  Mexico  City  (air  option  available)  each  team  will 
spend  two  weeks  in  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II  hosted  by  Mayan  rebels  just  45 
minutes  from  San  Cristobal  de  la  Casas  in  the  cool,  misty  mountains  of  the 
Mexican  southeast.  (Four  and  six  week  options  are  also  available.) 

B.  Skills  required: 

The  key  skill  for  successful  participation  on  these  unique  trips  is  a 
respect  for  human  diversity  and  enormous  patience.  Knowledge  of 
construction  is  not  necessary;  Mayan  language  skills  useful,  but  not  not 
required.  (Free  daily  classes  will  be  offered  in  Mayan  and  Spanish.) 

Living  conditions  will  be  rustic  living  in  dormitories  with  bunks  or  in 
personal  tents.  Food  will  be  basic  and  prepared  on  open  fires.  The 
weather  will  be  unpredictable,  but  will  probably  include  rain  and  cold. 

No  particular  construction  skills  are  required! 

Our  major  work  begins  and  ends  in  our  home  communities.  In  Chiapas  much 
of  the  effort  of  "tourists  of  conscience"  will  involve  carrying  sand, 
gravel  and  cement  blocks  with  the  goal  of  completing  construction  on  a 
dormitory,  kitchen,  library,  and  bathrooms  for  the  400  student  boarding 
school.  In  addition,  particular  skills  which  might  be  used  include 
knowledge  of  fruit  trees,  computers,  sanitation,  solar  heating  and 
cooking,  plumbing,  poultry,  carpentry,  masonry,  baking,  medical,  electrical, 
painters,  mechanics,  musical,  theater,  shoe  making,  and  library  science. 

You  may  or  may  not  be  able  to  utilize  these  skills. 

(More  information  will  arrive  after  you  complete  your  application.) 

C.  Expenses 

Cost  from  Mexico  City  will  be  equal  to  two  weeks  of  the  national  minimum 
wage  of  your  country  of  residence. 

In  the  US:  $5.25  / hour  X 80  hours  = $420. 

Students  and  retired  pay  20%  less  US  = $346.  This  price  includes  bus 
transportation  from  Mexico  City,  photo  credential,  food  in  Chiapas, 
housing,  administrative  overhead,  and  donation  for  tools  and  construction 
materials . 

Help  build  a popular  bilingual  Dunior  High  School  in  Zapatista  territory! 

We  invite  you  to  participate  in  the  effort  to  build  a school  for  Indian 
children  in  the  southeastern  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas.  Since  beginning  an 
seemingly  impossible  rebellion  three  years  ago,  the  indigenous  people  of 
Chiapas  have  survived  and  are  moving  forward  with  an  ambitious  educational 


project.  Their  struggle  for  human  dignity  has  inspired  international 
attention  and  welcomes  your  support. 

This  summer  teams  of  Mexicans  and  internationalists  will  work  with  the 
indigenous  of  Chiapas  to  build  a popular,  bilingual  education  center  in  the 
Zapatista  civilian  community  of  Oventic.  This  Junior  High  School  will 
provide  a new  style  of  education  for  Indian  youth  and  will  be  directly 
administered  by  civilian  indigenous  Zapatistas. 

We  are  excited  to  facilitate  the  involvement  of  others  in  the  inspiring 
process  of  social  change  sweeping  Chiapas  and  all  of  Mexico.  We  know  from 
personal  experience  that  every  participant  on  a construction  team,  like 
those  who  support  us  from  home,  will  gain  far  more  from  our  indigenous 
Mayan  hosts  they  could  ever  give  back, 
loin  us  in  the  highlands  of  Chiapas! 

Coupon  to  send  funds  (you  can  just  email  this  and  send  the  cash  by  snail  mai 
YES!  I'll  help  promote  schools  not  violence  in  Chiapas!  My  donation 
support  your  ongoing  efforts  is  in  the  mail.  Circle  one:  $25  $50 

$85  $125  $500  Other  $ 

OK!  I'll  sell  one  packet  of  twenty,  five  dollar  bonds  to  raise  $100  for 
school  construction. 

YES!  I'll  pledge  $100  every  month  to  sponsor  one  student  in  the  junior 
high  school  of  hope. 

CALL  ME!  I'd  like  to  sell  bonds,  sponsor  a house  meeting,  or  volunteer  in 
the  office. 


Name  Phones 


Address  Zip 

E-mail 

Checks  should  be  made  out  to  Grass  Roots  Events,  a tax  exempt  California 
corporation . 

Chiapas  School  Construction  Teams  / San  Diegans  for  Peace  in  Mexico 

3909  Centre  Street  #B,  San  Diego,  CA  92103 

(619)  232-2841  FAX(619)  232-0500  <mexicopeace@igc . ape . org> 

A.  To  receive  updates  about  the  junior  high  school  at  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II  at  the  rate  of  two  three  messages  every  month,  please 
send  the  following  message  to  mexicopeace@igc.apc.org: 

subscribe  maya  penpals  <your  address> 

B.  To  receive  update  about  the  junior  high  school  at  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II  about  once  a month,  please  send  the  following  message  to 
mexicopeace@igc.apc.org: 

subscribe  mexicopeace  <your  address> 

"RE : Uashat  Band  Council  Loses  Appeal"  

Date:  Mon,  4 May  1998  11:28:49  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : NEWS:  Uashat  Band  Council  Loses  Appeal 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Band  loses  appeal 

MONTREAL  - Native  band  councils  have  no  right  to  prevent  individual 
members  from  initiating  legal  proceedings,  the  Quebec  Court  of  Appeal 
has  ruled. 

It  was  asked  by  the*Innu*band  council  of  Mani-Utenam,  northeast  of 
Quebec  City,  to  reject  a request  for  an  injunction  by  two  band  members 
who  had  asked  for  an  injunction  to  stop  a nearby  mining  venture, 
claiming  they  have  ancestral  rights  to  the  area. 


The  band  council  - which  has  been  negotiating  a land-claims  settlement 
with  the  province  - argued  that  any  injunction  could  hurt  the  talks 
and  asked  that  any  hearings  into  the  dissidents'  request  be  postponed 
for  one  year.  The  court  of  appeal  rejected  the  band  council's 
arguments . 


"RE : Peabody  Coal  To  Expand"  

Date:  5:13  PM  May  1,  1998 
From:  saiic@igc.apc.org 

Sub j : Big  Mountain:  Peabody  Coal  To  Expand 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Quoting  from  Akwesasne  Notes  Spring  1989: 

"Peabody  Coal  Company  is  planning  to  strip  mine  an  additional  54,000 
acres  on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands....  According  to  minutes  of  a secret 
meeting  obtained  by  Akwesasne  Notes,  the  project  is  being  designed  to  be 
on-line  in  eight  to  twelve  years." 

"The  coal  company  officials  estimated  that  300-500  million  tons  of  coal 
lie  just  beneath  the  surface  of  the  proposed  site  located  in  an 
undisclosed  area  'just  south'  of  the  existing  Black  Mesa  leases." 

"The  meeting  was  also  notable  for  the  specificity  of  its  plans.  The 
representatives  from  Peabody's  Western  Division  told  the  Hopi  officials 
that  the  US  government  is  pressuring  Japan  to  buy  more  American  coal  to 
ease  the  balance  of  payments  outflow;  Peabody  is  having  some  luck  in 
identifying  markets,  hoping  to  finalize  its  Japanese  markets;  Tokyo 
Electric  Company  plans  to  build  a 2,000  megawatt  power  plant;  Peabody 
plans  to  build  a 300  million  dollar  railroad,  the  'Alameda  Corridor'  to 
move  the  coal  from  Black  Mesa  to  west  coast  ports;  authorities  in  Long 
Beach  and  Los  Angeles  have  agreed  to  upgrade  their  port  facilities  to 
handle  the  coal  shipments;  Black  Mesa  coal  is  the  closest  reserve  to  Los 
Angeles;  the  entire  project  will  take  eight  years  to  develop;  and  Peabody 
wants  to  begin  now."  [let's  see,  what's  1989  + 8?] 

"At  the  closed  meeting,  the  company's  Executive  Vice  President  virtually 
cautioned  the  Hopi  officials  to  conclude  the  relocation  in  order  to  avoid 
a community-based  challenge  to  their  exploration  plans.  'We  don't  want  to 
be  involved  in  the  Navajo-Hopi  land  dispute'  he  said." 

A consortium  of  US  and  Japanese  companies  named  Los  Angeles  Export 
Terminal  (LAXT  Corporation)  has  built  the  west  coast's  largest  coal  and 
coke  handling  facility  at  the  Port  of  Los  Angeles,  with  a capacity  of  10 
million  tons  per  year,  expandable  to  20  million.  (For  perspective,  total 
US  coal  exports  are  around  100  million  tons/year,  US  coal  imports  are 
under  15  million  tons/year,  Peabody's  existing  Black  Mesa  mines  produce  11 
million  tons/year,  and  Peabody's  total  coal  sales  are  163  million 
tons/year. ) 

An  opening  ceremony  was  set  for  December  3 1997,  but  the  first  shipment 
was  actually  completed  in  October. 

See  their  web  site  at  www.worldportla.com/laexport.htm  for  details.  It 
appears  www.portla.com  is  the  same  as  www.worldportla.com. 

The  Alameda  Corridor  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  2001  for  $1.8 
billion  including  port,  state,  and  maybe  federal  funds.  It  is  designed  to 
handle  up  to  100  trains  per  day,  each  up  to  2 miles  in  length  (this  is  for 
all  kinds  of  traffic,  not  just  coal).  Its  description  refers  only  to 
development  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  port,  not  a long-distance 
link.  The  Alameda  Corridor  Transportation  Authority  is  composed  of  ports, 
railroads,  local  governments,  and  "others". 

See  their  web  sites  at  www.scbbs.com/alameda/alameda.htm  and 
www.worldportla.com/alameda.htm  for  details. 

Of  LAXT  shareholders,  listed  under  "Electric  Utility"  is  Japan  Coal 
Development  Corp  (based  in  Tokyo;  I haven't  had  time  to  research  who  is 
behind  this),  and  listed  under  "Coal  Producers"  are: 

Andalex  Resources 
ARCO  Coal  Terminal 
Canyon  Fuel 


Cyprus  Western  Coal 
Lorencito  Marketing 

Former  shareholder  Coastal  Corporation,  with  mines  in  Utah,  was  bought  by 
ARCO  and  Itochu. 

Other  shareholders  are  listed  under  transportation,  trading,  construction, 
and  oil  refinery  categories. 

Neither  Peabody  nor  the  Energy  Group  are  in  the  list. 

In  November  1997,  LAXT  said  the  facility  will  be  primarily  used  by  the 
shareholders,  but  is  open  for  use  by  others.  Commonwealth  has  already 
shipped  some.  While  refusing  to  divulge  names  until  "coal  is  on  the 
ground",  it  said  other  companies  may  begin  shipping  as  soon  as  early  1998. 
LAXT  says  destinations  are  primarily  Japan,  but  other  Pacific  Rim  and 
Latin  American  countries  are  possibilities. 

Apparently  much  of  what  has  been  handled  by  LAXT  so  far  is  petroleum 
coke.  My  dictionary  says  coke  is  "a  solid  fuel  obtained  by  heating  coal  so 
as  to  remove  its  gases".  The  Port  of  LA  Shipping  Handbook  says  petroleum 
coke  is  a "byproduct  from  Los  Angeles  area  oil  refineries".  The  McGraw 
Encyclopedia  of  Science  & Technology  says  95%  of  coke  is  used  in  blast 
furnaces  and  foundries,  ie  for  making  metals,  but  it  has  a variety  of 
other  uses,  and  petroleum  coke  is  primarily  used  as  fuel. 

UBE  Industries  runs  the  Okinoyama  Coal  Center,  in  Yamaguchi  Prefecture, 
the  largest  coal  storage  site  in  lapan.  They  say  they  have  focussed  on 
Australian  coal;  I haven't  had  time  to  research  how  much  they  may  import 
from  the  US  now  or  in  the  future.  UBE  is  also  researching  new  fuels  based 
on  Coal  Water  Mixture. 

>From  their  web  site  (www.ube-ind.co.jp/contents_e/ar-02-04.htm): 

Domestic  demand  for  coal  is  expected  to  escalate  from  1998  when  several 
boilers  currently  under  construction  at  major  users'  facilities,  primarily 
electric  power  generation  stations,  commence  operations.  In  anticipation, 
UBE  Industries  is  adapting  its  operations  at  the  Okinoyama  Coal  Center  to 
increase  the  volume  of  coal  it  is  capable  of  shipping.  As  existing  ship- 
loading facilities  at  the  center  are  operating  at  close  to  full  capacity, 
the  Company  is  constructing  a second  loading  line  to  meet  the  expected 
rise  in  demand.  The  new  line  will  have  a loading  capacity  of  1,000  tons  an 
hour  and,  once  operational,  will  boost  the  annual  loading  capacity  at  the 
Okinoyama  Coal  Center  1.8  million  tons,  to  4.5  million  tons. 

>From  their  web  site  (www.ube-ind.co.jp/contents_e/ar-02-06.htm): 

UBE  Ammonia  Industry,  Ltd.'s  coal-gasification  facilities-the  only  such 
facilities  in  Japan-produce  380,000  tons  of  ammonia  annually.  In  the 
latter  part  of  1996,  UBE  Ammonia  will  completely  convert  from  using  coal 
to  petrocoke  as  a raw  material  in  its  ammonia  operations.  Petrocoke,  an 
end  product  of  oil  refining  processes,  contains  more  calories,  is  less 
expensive,  and  releases  far  less  ash  during  combustion  than  coal.  In  light 
of  these  advantages,  UBE  Ammonia  has  already  converted  80%  of  its  raw 
material  procurement  from  coal  to  petrocoke.  UBE  Ammonia  procures  the 
majority  of  the  petrocoke  needed  for  its  operations  from  U.S.  oil  refining 
companies,  including  UBE  Industries  (America),  Inc.  As  many  of  the 
chemical  production  processes  performed  at  the  factories  in  Ube  use 
ammonia  as  a raw  material,  the  cost  savings  resulting  from  the  changeover 
to  petrocoke  will  have  a ripple  effect  throughout  these  operations.  In 
October  1995,  UBE  Industries  formed  a new  subsidiary,  UBE  Industries 
(Shipping)  Ltd,  that  will  operate  a fleet  comprising  15  cement  tankers  and 
one  tanker  each  for  transporting  limestone  and  coal. 

>From  their  web  site  (www.ube-ind.co.jp/contents_e/ar-03.htm): 

UBE  Industries  has  amended  its  articles  of  association  to  enable  it 
enter  the  electric  power  wholesale  business. 

from  www. kobelco.co.jp/p001/pr970120e.htm: 

TOKYO  (January  20,  1997)  --  Kobe  Steel,  Ltd.  announces  that  it  has  been 
awarded  a contract  today  to  supply  electricity  to  The  Kansai  Electric 
Power  Co.,  Inc.  The  electricity  will  be  generated  at  the  Kobe  Works  and 
Kakogawa  Works  of  Kobe  Steel,  both  located  in  Hyogo  Prefecture  in  western 
Japan.  Roughly  158  billion  yen  is  expected  to  be  invested  in  new 
facilities  for  power  generation.  At  Kobe  Works,  Kobe  Steel  plans  to  invest 
about  150  billion  yen  to  construct  a coal-burning  power  plant  with  a 
capacity  of  700,000  kilowatts  of  electricity.  When  the  power  plant  begins 


operation  in  April  2002,  it  will  supply  659,000  kilowatts  to  Kansai 
Electric . 

In  the  future,  Kobe  Steel  plans  to  build  an  additional  700,000-kilowatt 
power  plant.  Together,  the  two  plants  will  yield  a total  of  1.4  million 
kilowatts.  Kakogawa  Works  is  planning  to  supply  electricity  to  Kansai 
Electric  from  April  1999  using  recycled  heat  from  coke  dry  quenching 
equipment  (CDQ). 

www.fepc.or. jp/pre96/pre080402. html  has  statistics  on  planned  lapanese 
coal  plants. 

Tokyo  Electric  Power  brought  the  1000MW  coal-fired  Shinchi  Thermal  Power 
Station  online  in  1994.  I think  this  is  the  same  one  that  goes  by  the 
names  Soma  Kyodo  and  Soma  Cooperative  Thermal  Power  Plant.  They  have  been 
developing  Integrated  Coal  Gasification  Combined  Cycle  (IGCC)  technology, 
and  have  conducted  pilot-scale  operational  tests,  but  I haven't  had  time 
to  research  other  developments,  nor  who  their  US  suppliers  may  be. 

Peabody  has  coal  mines  in  Australia,  undoubtedly  on  indigenous  land, 
lapan  imports  coal  from  Australia.  For  example,  60%  of  the  coal  for  the 
Shinchi  coal  plant  at  Soma  Kyodo,  which  is  jointly  owned  by  Tokyo  Electric 
and  Tohoku  Electric,  comes  from  Australia. 

I haven't  had  time  to  research  whether  these  are  connected, 
from  www.soma.or.jp/~soma-shi/english/html/10_03.html:  Soma  Cooperative 
Thermal  Power  Plant  is  situated  on  approximately  170  hectares  of  the  Soma 
Central  Industrial  Estate  East  Area,  and  turbines  no.  1 and  2 are  in 
operation.  A third  and  fourth  turbine  are  also  being  planned.  This  power 
station  is  built  on  reclaimed  land.  Two  coal-fired  unit  generating  a 
million  kilowatts  respectively,  are  fired  by  imported  coal,  and  the 
station  uses  4,500,000  tons  of  coal  annually. 

from  www. soma . or.jp/~soma-shi/english/html/10_01.html : 

Soma  Port,  which  handles  coal  and  other  products  and  is  adjacent  to  the 
power  plant,  is  expanding  its  capacity,  completion  date  2001. 

The  completion  dates  of  both  the  Alameda  Corridor  and  the  Soma  Port 
expansion  are  2001,  just  after  the  deadline  for  relocation.  Perhaps  this 
is  just  a coincidence.  Does  anyone  know  when  the  Black  Mesa  mining  lease 
expires? 

Contacts  for  more  information: 

Port  of  Los  Angeles  general  info  310-732-7678 

Port  of  Los  Angeles,  Public  Affairs  Barbara  Yamamoto  (310)  732-3506 
mailing  address:  Port  of  Los  Angeles,  POB  151,  San  Pedro,  CA  90733-0150 

Los  Angeles  Export  Terminal,  Inc.  (LAXT)  main  number  310-732-1101 
LAXT  terminal  operator  310-514-2300 
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main  web  site,  requires  ability  to  read  lapanese  language,  and  to  view  it  you 
must  either  have  lapanese  language  support  installed  on  your  PC  or  access  it 
via  www.shodouka.com/  with  graphics  enabled.  While  the  English  web  site  has  a 
significant  amount  of  info,  it  is  a subset  of  the  larger  amount  of  info  on  the 
lapanese  site. 

Tokyo  Electric  Power,  Washington  DC  office: 

(202)  457-0790,  email  stephanie@wash.tepco.com 

www.soma.or.jp/~soma-shi/english/menu.html  Soma  website 
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electric  power  companies. 
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Phone:  (510)834-4263  Fax:  (510)834-4264 
Email:  saiic@igc.apc.org 

Office:  1714  Franklin  Street,  3rd  Floor,  Oakland 
Home  Page:  http://www.nativeweb.org/saiic 
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"RE : BC  Bids  to  Speed  Treaty  Talks"  

Date:  Thu,  7 May  1998  01:56:53  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC:  "system  in  overload" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

BC  BIDS  TO  SPEED  TREATY  TALKS 

Victoria  Times-Colonist,  April  16,  1998,  page  A6 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  treaty  process  in  BC  is  moving  too  slowly  and  top-level  meetings  are 
underway  to  try  to  unblock  the  logjam,  says  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister 
Dale  Lovick.  Government  business  has  been  thrown  into  confusion  since  the 
landmark  Delgamuukw  ruling  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  in  December, 
which  asserted  native  rights  to  traditional  lands,  putting  everything  from 
natural  resource  revenues  to  Crown  land  applications  in  doubt. 

Three  days  of  intense  meetings  between  representatives  of  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments  and  the  First  Nations  Summit  were  held  in  Vancouver 
last  week.  Another  session  is  planned  for  later  this  month.  Lovick  said  in 
an  interview  Wednesday.  A report  from  the  tripartite  talks  will  be 
submitted  by  April  30  and  will  then  go  to  cabinet.  They  system  is  in 
overload  and  in  Crown  land  applications  the  government  is  caught  between 
people  applying  for  permits  and  native  interests,  Lovick  said. 

Liberal  critic  Mike  de  Jong  said  the  government  should  not  be  hiding 
behind  closed-door  meetings  on  something  as  important  as  a new  treaty 
negotiation  mandate.  "BC  is  facing  the  single  biggest  issue  in  the  history 
of  the  province  and  this  minister  doesn't  want  to  tell  us  what  the 
provincial  decision  is,"  he  said. 


Letters  to  the  Times-Colonist  - mailto:timesc@interlink.bc.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 
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P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
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"RE : Cayuga  Nation  Response"  

Date:  Fri,  8 May  1998  07:53:54  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  mfadden@slic.com 

Sub j : Re:  Actions  Taken  by  Cayuga  Nation  to  'Clean  House' 

UUCP  email 

Please  post  this  in  response  to  the  message  posted  about  the  Cayuga  Nation 
entitled  "Actions  Taken  by  Cayuga  Nation  to  'Clean  House'" 

Niawen,  Mary 


Forwarded  Message: 


CAYUGA  NATION 
P.O.  BOX  11 
VERSAILLES,  NEW  YORK 
14168-0011 

(716)532-4847  TELEPHONE 
(716)532-5417  FAX 

April  30,  1998 

To  All  Interested  Parties: 

Greetings  from  the  Cayuga  Nation  Chiefs,  Clanmothers  and  People.  We  hope 
all  is  well. 

The  Cayuga  Nation  is  responding  to  the  letter  dated  April  30,  1998,  by 
Michael  Campbell  and  Frank  Bonamie.  These  two  individuals  have  no 
authority  to  speak  for  or  represent  the  Cayuga  Nation.  The  individuals 
who  claim  to  represent  the  Cayuga  Nation  in  that  letter  of  April  30, 

1998,  do  not.  The  Cayuga  Nation  does  not  have  a "Men's  and  Women's 
Council" . 

The  Cayuga  Nation  is  governed  by  the  Traditional  Council  of  Chiefs  and 
Clanmothers.  The  governing  body  of  the  Cayuga  Nation  is  Chief  Vernon 
Isaac  (bear),  Clint  Halftown  (heron),  William  Chuck  Jacobs  (heron),  Gary 
Wheeler  (turtle),  Timothy  Twoguns  (turtle).  Heron  Clanmother  Bernadette 
Birdie  Hill,  Bear  Clanmother  Marie  Thompson  and  Acting  Turtle  Clanmother 
Lena  Pierce.  The  Wolf  and  Snipe  Clan's  at  this  time  have  no 
representatives.  At  this  time,  the  only  condoled  Chief  of  the  Cayuga 
Nation  is  Vernon  Isaac.  Chief  Isaac  and  the  Cayuga  Nation  Council  is 
recognized  by  the  Haudenosaunee,  the  United  States  Government  and  the 
State  of  New  York. 

The  Cayuga  Nation  would  expect  that  any  and  all  correspondence  received 
from  these  individuals,  Frank  Bonamie,  Michael  Wheeler,  Burt  Arthur 
Parker,  Christian  Borrelli,  Heman  Doctor,  Michael  Campbell,  Samuel 
Campbell,  Catherine  Rombaut,  Edna  Printup,  Carol  LaPorte,  Gloria 
Borrelli,  Corline  Campbell,  Kate  John,  Vicky  Parker  and  Jacquelyn 
Fields,  be  disregarded.  The  above  listed  people  do  not  represent  the 
Cayuga  Nation  and  have  no  authority  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  Cayuga 
Nation . 

The  Cayuga  Nation  is  embarrassed  by  the  action's  of  the  above  listed 
Cayuga  perpetrator ' s who  do  not  understand  the  traditional  ways  of  the 
Cayuga  Nation  or  of  the  Haudenosaunee. 

The  Cayuga  Nation  is  sorry  to  involve  you  in  the  internal  matters  of  the 
Nation.  If  you  should  need  further  understanding  of  whom  the  impostor's 
of  the  "Men's  and  Women's  Council"  are,  please  feel  free  to  call  the 
Cayuga  Nation  Office  at  (716)532-4847. 

Sincerely, 

Chief  Vernon  Isaac 
Cayuga  Nation 

"RE;  AIM  Florida  Statement"  


From:  Aimfl  <Aimfl@aol . com> 


Date:  Mon,  11  May  1998  22:12:32  EDT 
Sub j : Re:  aim  florida 

UUCP  email 
Greetings : 

The  American  Indian  Movement  is  an  international  Indigenous  civil,  human, 
treaty,  sovereignty  and  religious  rights  and  liberation  movement  founded 
in  1968.  The  position  of  AIM  is  that  whenever  and  wherever  Indigenous 
peoples  or  Nations  need  help  AIM  is  to  stand  to  help  in  any  way  necessary 
and  possible. 

Florida  AIM  is  Florida's  only  American  Indian  rights  and  community 
service  organization.  Our  problems  are  that  two  (2)  individuals  over  the 
course  of  19  months  abused  the  organizational  calling  card  in  excess  of  a 
combined  $5,000  we  currently  need  $896  to  reclaim  the  phones  additionally 
our  office  went  up  $250  a month  and  we  have  been  struggling  as  is.  We 
plan  to  move,  but  that  takes  first  month  up  front  and  a deposit. 

Assistance  is  tax  deductible-make  checks  to  the  Florida  Indian  Alliance  or 
American  Indian  Movement  and  send  to  33  4th  Street  N Suite  207 
St.  Petersburg,  FL  33701. 

The  board  of  directors  have  cancelled  calling  cards  as  a policy  and  we 
will  be  going  with  prepaid  cards  in  the  future. 

Sincerely, 

Sheridan  Murphy 
Executive  Director 

American  Indian  Movement  of  Florida  Inc. 

"RE : Blackfoot  Confederacy"  

Date:  Tue,  5 May  1998  12:13:06  -0700 

From:  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  <blkfoot4@3rivers.net> 

Sub j : Press  release  re  Blackfoot  Confederacy 

UUCP  email 

Press  Release  - for  immediate  release  - May  5,  1998 

Chief  Yellow  Florn  descendants  and  others  announce  re-creation  of  Blackfoot 
Confederacy . 

The  Blackfoot  Nation  - For  many  years  members  of  the  Blackfoot  people 
and  others  have  been  meeting  in  what  now  is  called  Canada  and  the  United 
States.  Their  discussions  have  centered  upon  the  necessity  of  re-creating 
the  ancient  Blackfoot  Confederacy  that  once  numbered  many  thousands  of 
people.  Among  them  the  Blood,  Blackfoot  and  Peigan. 

Among  the  members  this  group  there  has  always  been  included  the 
descendants  of  Chief  Yellow  Florn.  Today  his  modern  day  descendants  carry  on 
the  discussions  and  are  among  the  many  hundreds  of  people  who  seek  the 
revival  of  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy. 

The  Yellow  Florn  family  is  represented  by  Vern,  George,  Rocky  and  Floward, 
and  their  wives,  of  Brocket,  Alberta. 

Rocky  Yellow  Florn  said,  "We  seek  ways  to  bring  our  people  out  of  the 
grinding  poverty  we  find  ourselves  in  today.  We  are  in  this  situation 
because  we  have  no  control  over  our  present  or  our  future". 

One  idea  we  have"  Mr.  Yellow  Florn  continued,  "is  to  create  a situation 
where  we  use  our  existing  land  base  to  use  ourselves  instead  of  leasing  it 
out  to  non-members  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation".  Fie  said,  "We  must  use  our 
resources  to  stop  the  growth  of  welfare  rolls  and  create  an  nation  of 
self-supporting  native  people". 

Mr.  George  Yellow  Florn  said,  "We  appreciate  the  welfare  support  of  our 
white  relatives  to  this  time,  but  it  is  time  for  all  of  us  to  recognize 
that  the  Whiteman's  welfare  system  has  been  a gross  failure". 

"There  are  other  things  we  must  discuss  with  our  white  brothers  and  sisters 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States",  George  Yellow  Florn  continued.  "This  is 
the  fraudulent  nature  of  Treaty  7 that  has  divided  the  Pikanii  into  two 
different  groups,  the  so-called  Blackfeet  of  Montana  and  the  Peigan  of 
Alberta.  We  are  actually  one  people". 


"We  also  have  to  discuss  this  Treaty  7 situation  with  our  American 
relatives",  said  Yellow  Horn.  "They  have  land  rights  in  Alberta.  We  want 
them  to  come  home,  so  to  speak,  because  they  are  separated  from  us  by  an 
imaginary  line". 

Vern  Yellow  Horn  said, "Our  father,  Albert  Yellow  Horn,  found  in  1985  that 
Treaty  7 was  not  signed  by  all  54  men  whose  names  appear  on  the  fraudulent 
treaty.  His  research  confirmed  that  the  supposed  signers  of  Treaty  7 had 
their  names  put  on  the  paper  by  the  same  whiteman  who  made  all  the  "X" 
marks".  And  he  continued,  "The  research  of  Albert  Yellow  Horn  is  further 
collaborated  by  a Father  Constantine  Scollen  who  wrote  the  RCMP  Major 
Irwin  that  the  Indians  who  were  at  Blackfoot  Crossing  in  September  of  1877, 
did  not  even  understand  why  they  were  there"  These  are  but  a few  of  the 
reasons  we  announce  the  re-creation  of  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy." 

The  declaration  reads  as  follows: 

Declaration : 

The  Blackfoot  Confederacy  and  allied  nations  is  re-created  as  a 
means  of  bringing  the  people  back  to  a great  and  beautiful  heritage,  a time 
when  people  honored  each  other  and  felt  their  native  spirituality  at  the 
center  of  their  being.  We  are  the  children  of  the  Great  Holy  Being, 
iit-tsi-pah-tah-pii-oop  (the  Source  of  Life)  We  gather  together  of  our  own 
free  will  because  the  Creator  made  us  to  be  free  and  to  live  in  harmony. 

We  announce  to  the  world  that  we  hereby  take  our  place  among  the 
nations  of  mankind,  responsible  to  no  one  person  or  authority,  because 
there  is  no  one  greater  than  ourselves  except  the  Great  Source  of  All  Life. 

We  call  together  those  who  have  been  members  of  our  alliance  in 
the  ancient  past.  We  welcome  those  who  wish  to  join  us  from  among  the  other 
nations.  We  call  you  home  to  be  our  relatives  in  the  shining  light  of 
knowledge  and  the  love  of  our  Creator.  Once  again,  we  shall  live  by  our 
sacred  vows,  spirituality,  traditions,  and  beliefs.  We  have  created  a 
great  and  powerful  nation  based  upon  respect  and  honor  for  all  beings  of 
this  Earth  and  beyond. 

Among  the  many  purposes  of  our  confederacy  are  these: 

1.  We  join  together  to  freely  associate  with  all  people  in  honor  and 
respect.  There  is  no  greater  way. 

2.  We  gather  together  to  help  each  other  in  good  times  and  hard  times. 

3.  We  seek  our  rightful  share  of  the  Earth's  resources  and  to  correct  the 
greed  that  has  denied  us  this  right. 

4.  We  seek  to  correct  those  political,  religious,  economic,  social  an 
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From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.021 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw  & Nat-Film  Lists; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native; 
http : //serpiente. dgsca . unam. mx/ jornada / conflicto.html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


In  early  days  we  were  close  to  nature.  We  judged  time,  weather 
conditions,  and  many  things  by  the  elements--the  good  earth,  the  blue 
sky,  the  flying  of  geese,  and  the  changing  winds.  We  looked  to  these 
for  guidance  and  answers.  Our  prayers  and  thanksgiving  were  said  to 
the  four  winds--to  the  East,  from  whence  the  new  day  was  born;  to  the 
South,  which  sent  the  warm  breeze  which  gave  a feeling  of  comfort;  to 
the  West,  which  ended  the  day  and  brought  rest;  and  to  the  North,  the 
Mother  of  winter  whose  sharp  air  awakened  a time  of  preparation  for  the 
long  days  ahead.  We  lived  by  God's  hand  through  nature  and  evaluated 
the  changing  winds  to  tell  us  or  warn  us  of  what  was  ahead.  Today  we 
are  again  evaluating  the  changing  winds.  May  we  be  strong  in  spirit  and 
equal  to  our  Fathers  of  another  day  in  reading  the  signs  accurately  and 
interpreting  them  wisely.  May  Wah-Kon-Tah,  the  Great  Spirit,  look  down 
upon  us,  guide  us,  inspire  us,  and  give  us  courage  and  wisdom.  Above 
all,  may  He  look  down  upon  us  and  be  pleased." 

_ Unknown  Speaker  addressing  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians 
in  the  mid  1960's  (If  any  can  tell  me  who  to  attribute  this  quote 
to,  please  do  so.  They  are  wise  words,  gary) 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

"Sovereign"  is  not  such  a difficult  word  to  comprehend  that  it  should 
require  extensive  and  repeated  explanation.  Since  it  isn't  all  that 
hard  to  understand  we  are  left  with  but  two  possible  explanations  for 
the  continued  failure  to  honor  tribal  sovereignty: 

1 - The  dominant  society  and  those  who  serve  as  their  governing  bodies 

are  just  to  ignorant  to  understand  simple  concepts,  or 

2 - They  understand  just  fine  and  have  neither  the  honor  nor  character 

to  fulfil  the  obligations  implicit  in  the  term  and  agreements  which 
refer  to  it. 

Likewise,  treaties  are  supposedly  legal  and  binding  documents  executed 
between  two  sovereign  nations.  The  treaties  are  quite  explicit  in  terms 
of  what  the  obligations  are  for  each  participant. 

It  may  come  as  a great  surprise  to  people  like  Senator  Gorton  to  find 
there  are  no  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  any  First  Nation  with 
a phrase  something  to  the  effect  of,  "as  long  as  I feel  like  it,  or  until 
you  get  a few  dollars  ahead." 

If  you  could  wriggle  out  of  a promissory  note  that  way,  and  that's  what 
treaties  are  - a series  of  legally  binding  promises  - I can  imagine  all 
manner  of  people  who  would  be  overjoyed  at  the  prospect  of  running  to 
the  local  bank  and  saying,  "Deal's  off.  You've  got  lots  of  money  and 
I just  don't  see  any  reason  I should  keep  throwing  my  hard  earned  money 
in  that  vault  so  your  officers  can  run  barefoot  through  it." 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


It  doesn't  work  that  way.  Senator.  A deal  is  a deal.  Accept  it.  Live 


with  it.  Get  oven  it,  and  quit  trying  to  screw  the  Indians  out  of  what 
your  government  agreed  to. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

5.20.1975  Ben  Sitting  Up  - AIM  member  killed  at  Wanblee  by  "unknown 
assailants . " 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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RE:  Supreme  Court  Throws  Out  Six  Nations  Council 


Date:  Fri,  15  May  1998  23:24:13  -0400 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn<mohawkns@cyberglobe.net> 

Sub j : Supreme  Court  Throws  Out  Six  Nations  Indian  Act  Band  Council 


UUCP  email 


MNN.  Mohawk  Nation  News.  15-May-98.  The  Six  Nations  Confederacy 
Council  was  violently  thrown  out  of  their  council  house  by  the  RCMP  in 
1924.  This  was  Canada's  way  of  forcing  the  Iroquois  to  become  a part  of 
Canada.  According  to  A.G.  Chisholm,  the  lawyer  for  the  Iroquois  in 
1920,  the  Six  Nations  were  an  independent  British  protectorate  who  were 
allies  but  not  subjects  of  Britain.  When  the  Department  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  the  Prime  Minister  would  not  respect  the  law,  the  Six 
Nations  changed  to  an  American  lawyer,  Decker,  to  help  them  apply  for 
admission  to  the  League  of  Nations.  They  wanted  to  get  the 
International  Court  to  stop  Canada  from  illegally  imposing  its  laws  on 
the  Six  Nations.  Deskahe  Levi  General  was  chosen  by  the  Six  Nations  to 
represent  them  in  Europe.  He  got  international  attention  and  the 
backing  of  Holland,  Persia,  Panama,  Estonia  and  Ireland.  Canada 
prevented  the  application  from  getting  a proper  hearing  through 
underhanded  back  room  diplomacy.  Canada  was  so  scared  of  Deskahe' s 
success  that  they  acted  rashly  by  brutally  throwing  the  established 
Confederacy  government  out  of  the  council  house.  This  way  they  could 
claim  that  Deskahe  did  not  represent  the  Six  Nations  and  this  is  how 
they  finally  undermined  the  Six  Nations  government. 

Seventy-four  years  later  the  Indian  Act  band  council  stumbled  ahead 
with  Indian  Affairs  policy  and  developed  a pseudo  customary  selection 
process  to  replace  itself.  This  way  the  land  would  be  turned  over  to 
them  instead  of  being  held  in  trust  by  the  government,  and  they  would 
have  taxation  powers.  To  do  this  they  had  to  petition  the  Canadian 
government  to  be  taken  out  of  section  74  of  the  Indian  Act  which 
provides  for  the  setting  up  of  the  band  council  system.  They  put  in 
their  new  regime  without  even  following  the  Indian  Act  procedures  of 
consultation  with  the  people. 

Sitting  there  in  his  log  cabin  with  the  crooked  floors  is  Brian  Maracle, 
who  was  smart  enough  to  know  what  he  saw.  And  he  didn't  like  it.  He 
wasn't  consulted  and  he  should  have  been.  After  doing  a bit  of 
research,  he  found  out  that  the  Indian  Act  band  council's  tactics  were 
illegal.  He  got  a lawyer,  Owen  Young,  and  fought  them.  He  got  his 
sister  on  board  and  showed  what  two  ordinary  people  can  do.  It  got  into 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  The  Confederacy  intervened  and  the  Supreme 
Court  ruled  that  what  the  band  council  had  done  was  illegal.  It  told 
them  to  go  home  and  clean  up  their  act. 

So  now  here's  the  dilemma.  To  get  the  new  customary  council  in  place, 
the  band  council  had  to  get  Canada  to  revoke  the  order  that  brought  them 
under  section  74  of  the  Indian  Act.  Now  the  Supreme  Court  has  said  that 
the  customary  council  is  illegitimate  and  the  old  band  council  does  not 
exist  anymore.  There  is  a vacuum  in  the  Indian  Act.  Once  they've  opted 
out,  they  cannot  opt  back  in.  However,  they  have  returned  to  the 
council  house  and  are  pretending  to  be  the  government.  The  Six  Nations 
people  certainly  did  not  chose  them.  Canada  does  not  recognize  them. 

So  who  do  they  think  they  are? 

And  what  is  Canada  going  to  do  this  time?  Will  they  be  more  civilized 
than  they  were  in  1924?  Under  international  law  a government  cannot  be 
changed  unless  it  is  freely  chosen  by  a majority  of  the  people  and  the 
international  community  can't  be  hoodwink  now  like  they  were  back  in  the 
1920' s. 

The  majority  of  Six  Nations  people  have  never  accepted  that  they  are 
Canadians.  The  Confederacy  council  has  continued  to  act  despite 
Canada's  refusal  to  recognize  it.  Is  it  time  now  for  the  council  house 
to  be  taken  back  by  the  legitimate  Six  Nations  government  that  has 
continued  to  operate  despite  Canada's  insistence  on  dealing  with  its 
puppet  Indian  Act  band  council?  Is  this  a golden  opportunity  to  set 
things  right? 

"RE : Indian  Sovereignty  & Gorton"  


Date:  Tue,  12  May  1998  13:04:34  -0700 


From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 
Sub j : Indian  Sovereignty  & Gorton 


This  is  about  one  of  the  "good"  guys,  if  you  can  believe  it.  - John 


Nation's  tribes  gather  to  combat  Gorton's  ideas  on  Indian  sovereignty 
by  Danny  Westneat  <dwes-new@seatimes . com> 

Seattle  Times  Washington  bureau 

Thursday,  Sept.  4,  1997 

WASHINGTON  - Last  year,  when  the  Nisqually  River  flooded  over  its  banks 
at  Franks  Landing  and  destroyed  a grade  school  for  Indian  children, 
tribal  and  school  officials  turned  to  the  state's  senior  senator  for 
help. 

And  Slade  Gorton  delivered,  they  say,  aggressively  securing  $1.8 
million  in  this  year's  federal  budget  to  rebuild  the  Wa  He  Lut  Indian 
school,  a kindergarten  and  middle  school  for  60  Native  Americans  from 
around  South  Puget  Sound. 

"I  can  say  that  unless  Slade  Gorton  had  taken  an  interest, 
there  would  have  been  no  money  for  this  school,"  said  Superintendent 
Tom  Keefe. 

But  at  the  same  time  Keefe  was  telling  his  story  earlier  this  week, 

230  tribal  leaders  from  around  the  nation  were  heading  to  Capitol  Hill 
to  defend  themselves,  they  say,  from  the  latest  barrage  of  anti-Indian 
policy  proposed  by  the  man  many  Native  Americans  have  come  to  call  the 
"new  General  Custer"  - this  same  Sen.  Gorton. 

Yesterday,  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  convened  an 
emergency  meeting  across  the  street  from  the  Capitol  solely  to  combat 
Gorton  and  two  proposals  he  attached  to  a spending  bill,  proposals  they 
claim  are  discriminatory  and  would  seriously  erode  the  Indian  right  to 
self-governance. 

One  measure  would  cut  off  nearly  a half  of  the  federal  money  that 
flows  to  reservations  unless  tribal  governments  agree  to  waive  sovereign 
immunity  from  civil  lawsuits.  The  other  seeks  to  distribute  federal 
money  to  the  557  reservations  based  on  need,  potentially  denying  aid  to 
some  of  the  wealthier  tribes,  which  have  profits  from  casinos  and  other 
business  ventures. 

"The  only  reason  we  are  all  here  is  Senator  Gorton,"  said  Henry 
Cagey,  chairman  of  the  Lummi  Nation  near  Bellingham,  motioning  toward 
a banquet  hall  filled  to  standing-room  status  with  tribal  leaders.  "He 
will  take  any  chance  he  can  get  to  attack  our  sovereignty.  If  anything, 
he  has  become  more  hard-line  and  anti-Indian  and  devious  in  his  attacks 
on  us,  and  he's  been  fighting  us  for  as  long  as  anyone  can  remember." 

First  as  a state  representative,  then  as  attorney  general  and  now 
as  a U.S.  senator,  Gorton  consistently  has  opposed  the  state's  Indian 
tribes  as  they  have  attempted  during  the  past  three  decades  to  assert 
their  unique  legal  rights.  Most  notably,  as  attorney  general  in  the 
1970s,  he  fought  all  the  way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  the  landmark 
ruling  giving  Indians  a treaty  right  to  a half  of  the  state's  salmon 
catch . 

Today,  he  is  routinely  called  an  "Indian  fighter."  His  seeming 
obsession  with  Indian  policy  is  linked  by  some  to  a grudge  he  allegedly 
carries  for  losing  the  salmon  court  case. 

When  it  comes  to  the  nation's  2 million  Indians,  Gorton  often  is 
considered  a racist  at  worst,  an  uncaring  elitist  at  best. 

But  is  he  really  any  of  these  things? 

As  his  latest  proposals  spark  yet  another  uproar  in  Indian  country, 
Gorton  increasingly  is  faced  with  a question  by  critics  and  supporters 
alike:  Why  are  you  continuing  to  fight  this  fight? 

Some  of  those  who  know  him  well,  including  some  of  his  fiercest 
opponents  on  Indian  policy  in  the  Senate,  say  Gorton  is  motivated  not  by 
some  visceral  dislike  for  Indians  but  by  a deeply  held  conviction  that 
federal  legal  policy  toward  Native  Americans  is  unfair  and  elevates  some 
rights  of  Indians  above  non-Indians. 

"This  is  not  some  personal  vendetta  of  his,"  Sen.  John  McCain,  R, 


Arizona,  said  yesterday  shortly  after  bashing  Gorton's  proposals  at 
the  Indian  Congress  meeting. 

"He  has  a philosophical,  intellectual  difference  with  me  and  many 
others  here  about  the  nature  of  Indian  treaties  and  what  the  federal 
government's  responsibilities  to  the  tribes  should  be,"  he  said.  "I 
think  the  treaties  are  very  clear.  They  are  solemn  agreements  in  which 
we  got  their  land  and  we  agreed  to  treat  them  as  nations  as  well  as  help 
provide  for  their  health  and  education." 

Gorton  said  yesterday  he  does  not  want  to  cancel  the  treaties  or 
eliminate  the  tribes'  status  as  sovereign  nations.  He  only  wants  civil 
rights  and  due  process  to  exist  equally  both  on  and  off  the  reservation. 

To  illustrate  the  point,  today  Gorton  was  to  be  joined  in  a news 
conference  by  Bernard  Gamache,  the  father  of  18-year-old  lered  Gamache, 
who  was  killed  three  years  ago  in  Toppenish  when  his  car  was  broadsided 
by  a Yakama  tribal  police  cruiser.  The  family  cannot  sue  the  tribe  for 
damages  in  a state  or  federal  court  because  the  tribe  has  sovereign 
immunity. 

"Now  is  that  fair?"  Gorton  asked  yesterday  in  a Senate  speech.  "If 
you  are  injured  by  a New  York  City  policeman,  you  can  sue  New  York  City. 
But  if  you  are  injured  by  a Yakama  tribal  policeman,  you  cannot  sue  the 
tribe . " 

New  York  City  and  most  other  governments  long  ago  waived  sovereign 
immunity  in  such  public-safety  cases  as  a way  of  balancing  the  power  of 
government  with  the  rights  of  individual  citizens. 

Gorton  said  later  he  is  a firm  believer  in  the  right  of  Indian  tribes 
to  self-government  and  self-determination,  but  that  Indian  governments 
cannot  be  permitted  to  act  in  a "totally  lawless  fashion"  and  not  be 
held  responsible. 

"I  just  don't  see  how  that  is  a racist  view,"  he  said.  "I  think  cries 
of  racism  are  an  escape  from  having  to  argue  the  merits." 

Tribal  leaders,  however,  seem  as  eager  to  argue  the  merits  of 
Gorton's  proposals  as  they  are  to  question  his  personal  motives.  Forcing 
tribes  to  waive  legal  immunity  is  discriminatory  because  Congress  does 
not  force  non-Indian  governments  to  do  the  same,  speakers  at  the  Indian 
Congress  meeting  argued.  And  if  Congress  starts  adjusting  federal  aid  to 
tribes  based  on  profits  from  casinos  or  other  business  ventures,  why 
doesn't  it  also  cut  back  on  aid  to  states  that  run  successful  lotteries, 
they  wondered. 

The  notion  that  Gorton  has  intellectual  or  legalistic  motivations  for 
limiting  the  tribes'  sovereign  powers  does  not  translate  well  in  Indian 
country,  where  the  cultural  identity  of  the  people  is  tightly  wrapped  up 
in  the  treaties  their  ancestors  signed  and  the  independent  "nation" 
status  they  gained  as  a result,  Indian  leaders  say. 

"It's  like  he's  trying  to  take  away  who  we  are,"  said  Cagey  of  the 
Lummi  Nation.  "He  never  makes  any  effort  to  understand  us,  or  to  try 
to  work  to  make  the  relationship  better.  He  just  wants  to  end  the 
relationship. " 

Keefe,  the  Wa  He  Lut  school  superintendent  and  former  staffer  for 
Sen.  Warren  Magnuson,  said  he  almost  never  agrees  with  Gorton  or  his 
methods  but  does  not  believe  the  senator's  Indian  policies  are  racist. 

"For  him,  the  part  about  sovereignty  is  just  another  legal  argument, 
and  the  part  about  limiting  financial  aid  is  his  conservative  desire  to 
get  the  tribes  to  wean  themselves  from  federal  dependence,"  Keefe  said. 
"It's  very  consistent  with  his  approach  to  a whole  range  of  issues  that 
have  nothing  to  do  with  Indians." 

Despite  the  pressure  from  fellow  politicians,  including  a threatened 
filibuster  by  Sen.  Daniel  Inouye,  D-Hawaii,  and  a threatened  veto  by  the 
Clinton  administration,  Gorton  vowed  yesterday  to  fight  on  when  the 
Interior  appropriations  bill  reaches  the  Senate  floor  next  week. 

He  said  the  charges  of  racism  don't  bother  him,  although  he  seemed 
frustrated  that  he  has  become  the  Indians'  Enemy  No.  1. 

"I  have  always  supported  Indian  tribes  when  it  comes  to  their  health 
and  educational  opportunities,"  he  said.  "What  this  is  about  is  whether 
rights  also  carry  with  them  responsibilities,  such  as  supporting 
yourself  and  coexisting  fairly  with  the  rest  of  society. 


"It's  an  uphill  struggle  for  me,  but  I'm  generally  content  on  matters 
of  principle  to  present  the  arguments  and  let  people  think  about  them. 
More  often  than  not,  the  better  argument  will  carry  the  day." 

Danny  Westneat's  phone-message  number  is  202-662-7455. 

His  e-mail  address  is:  dwes-new@seatimes.com 
E-mail  Comments  to  Editor;  opinion@seatimes.com 
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"RE : Consultation  and  Coordination  Executive  Order"  

Date:  Tue,  19  May  1998  00:05:26  -0500 
From:  hdqrs@worldnet . att . net 

Sub j : Executive  Order:  Consultation  and  Coordination  with 

Indian  Tribal  Governments 

For  your  info:  The  BIA  still  has  the  power  to  say  which  tribe  is 
recognized . 

Please  note  this  EO  was  issued  when  the  President  was  in  England, 
old  jim 

http://www.pub.whitehouse.gov/WH/Publications/html/Publications . html 
http: //www. pub .whitehouse.gov/retrieve-documents . html 
http://www.pub.whitehouse.gOv/uri-res/I2RPurn:pdi://oma.eop.gov.us/ 
1998/5/15/10. text. 1 

THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
Office  of  the  Press  Secretary 
(Birmingham,  England) 


For  Immediate  Release 


May  14,  1998 


EXECUTIVE  ORDER 


CONSULTATION  AND  COORDINATION 
WITH  INDIAN  TRIBAL  GOVERNMENTS 

The  United  States  has  a unique  legal  relationship  with  Indian 
tribal  governments  as  set  forth  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  treaties,  statutes.  Executive  orders,  and  court  decisions. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  Union,  the  United  States  has  recognized 
Indian  tribes  as  domestic  dependent  nations  under  its  protection.  In 
treaties,  our  Nation  has  guaranteed  the  right  of  Indian  tribes  to 
self-government.  As  domestic  dependent  nations,  Indian  tribes  exercise 
inherent  sovereign  powers  over  their  members  and  territory.  The  United 
States  continues  to  work  with  Indian  tribes  on  a government-to- 
government  basis  to  address  issues  concerning  Indian  tribal 
self-government,  trust  resources,  and  Indian  tribal  treaty  and  other 
rights . 

Therefore,  by  the  authority  vested  in  me  as  President  by  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  in  order 
to  establish  regular  and  meaningful  consultation  and  collaboration  with 
Indian  tribal  governments  in  the  development  of  regulatory  practices  on 
Federal  matters  that  significantly  or  uniquely  affect  their  communities; 
to  reduce  the  imposition  of  unfunded  mandates  upon  Indian  tribal 
governments;  and  to  streamline  the  application  process  for  and  increase 
the  availability  of  waivers  to  Indian  tribal  governments;  it  is  hereby 


ordered  as  follows: 


Section  1.  Definitions.  For  purposes  of  this  order: 

(a)  "State"  or  "States"  refer  to  the  States  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  individually  or  collectively,  and,  where  relevant,  to  State 
governments,  including  units  of  local  government  and  other  political 
subdivisions  established  by  the  States. 

(b)  "Indian  tribe"  means  an  Indian  or  Alaska  Native  tribe,  band, 
nation,  pueblo,  village,  or  community  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
acknowledges  to  exist  as  an  Indian  tribe  pursuant  to  the  Federally 
Recognized  Indian  Tribe  List  Act  of  1994,  25  U.S.C.  479a. 

(c)  "Agency"  means  any  authority  of  the  United  States  that  is  an 
"agency"  under  44  U.S.C.  3502(1),  other  than  those  considered  to  be 
independent  regulatory  agencies,  as  defined  in  44  U.S.C.  3502(5). 

Sec.  2.  Policy  making  Criteria.  In  formulating  policies 
significantly  or  uniquely  affecting  Indian  tribal  governments,  agencies 
shall  be  guided,  to  the  extent  permitted  by  law,  by  principles  of 
respect  for  Indian  tribal  self-government  and  sovereignty,  for  tribal 
treaty  and  other  rights,  and  for  responsibilities  that  arise  from  the 
unique  legal  relationship  between  the  Federal  Government  and  Indian 
tribal  governments. 

Sec.  3.  Consultation,  (a)  Each  agency  shall  have  an  effective 
process  to  permit  elected  officials  and  other  representatives  of  Indian 
tribal  governments  to  provide  meaningful  and  timely  input  in  the 
development  of  regulatory  policies  on  matters  that  significantly  or 
uniquely  affect  their  communities. 

(b)  To  the  extent  practicable  and  permitted  by  law,  no  agency  shall 
promulgate  any  regulation  that  is  not  required  by  statute,  that 
significantly  or  uniquely  affects  the  communities  of  the  Indian  tribal 
governments,  and  that  imposes  substantial  direct  compliance  costs  on 
such  communities,  unless: 

(1)  funds  necessary  to  pay  the  direct  costs  incurred  by  the 
Indian  tribal  government  in  complying  with  the  regulation  are 
provided  by  the  Federal  Government;  or 

(2)  the  agency,  prior  to  the  formal  promulgation  of  the 
regulation, 

(A)  in  a separately  identified  portion  of  the  preamble  to 
the  regulation  as  it  is  to  be  issued  in  the  Federal 
Register,  provides  to  the  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  a description  of  the  extent  of  the 
agency's  prior  consultation  with  representatives  of 
affected  Indian  tribal  governments, a summary  of  the  nature 
of  their  concerns,  and  the  agency's  position  supporting 

the  need  to  issue  the  regulation;  and 

(B)  makes  available  to  the  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  any  written  communications  submitted 
to  the  agency  by  such  Indian  tribal  governments. 

Sec.  4.  Increasing  Flexibility  for  Indian  Tribal  Waivers. 

(a)  Agencies  shall  review  the  processes  under  which 
Indian  tribal  governments  apply  for  waivers  of  statutory  and  regulatory 
requirements  and  take  appropriate  steps  to  streamline  those  processes. 

(b)  Each  agency  shall,  to  the  extent  practicable  and  permitted  by 


law,  consider  any  application  by  an  Indian  tribal  government  for  a 
waiver  of  statutory  or  regulatory  requirements  in  connection  with  any 
program  administered  by  that  agency  with  a general  view  toward 
increasing  opportunities  for  utilizing  flexible  policy  approaches  at  the 
Indian  tribal  level  in  cases  in  which  the  proposed  waiver  is  consistent 
with  the  applicable  Federal  policy  objectives  and  is  otherwise 
appropriate . 

(c)  Each  agency  shall,  to  the  extent  practicable  and  permitted  by 
law,  render  a decision  upon  a complete  application  for  a waiver  within 
120  days  of  receipt  of  such  application  by  the  agency.  The  agency  shall 
provide  the  applicant  with  timely  written  notice  of  the  decision  and,  if 
the  application  for  a waiver  is  not  granted,  the  reasons  for  such 
denial . 

(d)  This  section  applies  only  to  statutory  or  regulatory 
requirements  that  are  discretionary  and  subject  to  waiver  by  the  agency. 

Sec.  5.  Cooperation  in  developing  regulations.  On  issues  relating 
to  tribal  self-government,  trust  resources,  or  treaty  and  other  rights, 
each  agency  should  explore  and,  where  appropriate,  use  consensual 
mechanisms  for  developing  regulations,  including  negotiated  rulemaking. 

Sec.  6.  Independent  agencies.  Independent  regulatory  agencies  are 
encouraged  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  order. 

Sec.  7.  General  provisions,  (a)  This  order  is  intended  only  to 
improve  the  internal  management  of  the  executive  branch  and  is  not 
intended  to,  and  does  not,  create  any  right,  benefit,  or  trust 
responsibility,  substantive  or  procedural,  enforceable  at  law  or  equity 
by  a party  against  the  United  States,  its  agencies  or  instrumentalities, 
its  officers  or  employees,  or  any  other  person. 

(b)  This  order  shall  supplement  but  not  supersede  the  requirements 
contained  in  Executive  Order  12866  ("Regulatory  Planning  and  Review"), 
Executive  Order  12988  ("Civil  Justice  Reform"),  OMB  Circular  A-19,  and 
the  Executive  Memorandum  of  April  29,  1994,  on  Government-to-Government 
Relations  with  Native  American  Tribal  Governments. 

(c)  This  order  shall  complement  the  consultation  and  waiver 
provisions  in  sections  4 and  5 of  the  Executive  order,  entitled 
"Federalism,"  being  issued  on  this  day. 

(d)  This  order  shall  be  effective  90  days  after  the  date  of  this 
order . 

WILLIAM  I.  CLINTON 
THE  WHITE  HOUSE, 

May  14,  1998. 

"RE : Utah  Needs  Reminding"  

Date:  Sat,  16  May  1998  13:19:54  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  John  Shafer  <wy430@victoria .tc . ca><FWD> 

Sub j : Utes  Boycott  Roosevelt,  Utah 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sat,  16  May  1998  11:52:00  -0700 

From:  bigots  be  gone  <bigots-be-gone@mailexcite.com> 

Sub j : Utah  Needs  Reminding 

It  appears  that  once  again,  the  State  of  Utah  and  in  particular,  Roosevelt 
City,  needs  reminding  that  the  world  is  watching.  Please  review  the 
following  and  send  your  response  to: 

bigots-be-gone@mailexcite.com 


All  responses  will  be  forwarded  to  the  appropriate  offenders.  Responses 
should  state  support  for  the  Ute  Nation's  boycott;  as  well  as  mention  the 
upcoming  2002  Winter  Olympic  games  and  what  a "fine"  example  Utah  and 
Roosevelt  will  present  to  the  world. 

The  Ute  Bulletin 

The  Official  Newspaper  of  the  Ute  Indian  Tribe 
May  13,  1998 

Roosevelt  Refuses  to  Negotiate  with  Its  Neighbor 
By  Sandy  Hansen,  Deputy  General  Counsel 

By  a vote  of  three  for  and  two  against,  the  Roosevelt  City  Council 
decided  on  Tuesday,  May  9 NOT  to  negotiate  jurisdictional  issues  with  the 
Ute  Indian  Tribe.  Voting  against  the  measure  - and  to  continue  negotiations 
with  the  Tribe  - were  City  Council  members  Steve  Yack  and  Mike  Guinn.  Mayor 
Dennis  Denkins,  who  is  a non-voting  member  of  the  City  Council,  is  also 
reported  to  have  favored  continuing  to  negotiate  with  the  Tribe. 

The  City  Council's  decision  came  as  a surprise  to  members  of  the  Tribal 
Business  Committee.  Dust  five  days  earlier,  the  B.B.  had  met  with  State, 
city  and  county  officials  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  restoring  to  the 
Tribe  jurisdiction  over  misdemeanor  offenses  committed  by  tribal  members  in 
Roosevelt  and  continuing  to  exempt  tribal  members  from  paying  State  and  city 
sales  taxes  on  purchases  that  they  make  in  Roosevelt. 

At  that  meeting.  Mayor  Denkins  expressed  optimism  that  an  agreement  with 
the  Tribe  could  be  worked  out.  His  optimism  was  shared  by  Council  Member 
Mike  Guinn,  who  stated  that,  as  neighbors,  the  Tribe  and  City  should  at 
least  attempt  to  reach  an  agreement. 

Business  Committee  Chairman  Ron  Wopsock  expressed  some  hope  that  the 
City  Council's  decision  could  be  reversed.  In  the  meantime,  he  urged  tribal 
members  to  continue  to  boycott  Roosevelt  City  with  renewed  enthusiasm. 

"The  only  bargaining  ship  that  the  Tribe  and  tribal  members  have  is  out 
economic  clout.  We  need  to  show  the  City  Council  the  full  weight  of  that 
economic  clout  by  taking  our  business  to  Vernal  and  other  communities,"  the 
Chairman  emphasized. 

Mr.  Wopsock  explained  that  the  City  Council  has  encouraged  the  State  to 
collect  six  dollars  on  every  $100  that  tribal  members  spend  in  Roosevelt 
City.  One  dollar  from  each  of  those  six  dollars  collected  would  be  returned 
to  the  City. 

"By  their  vote  last  Tuesday  night,  a majority  of  the  Roosevelt  City 
Council  indicated  that  the  Tribe's  concerns  and  tribal  members'  concerns  are 
of  no  concern  to  Roosevelt  City.  I don't  think  that  we  should  support, 
with  our  tax  dollars,  a City  Council  that  is  not  interested  even  in  hearing 
our  concerns.  Instead,  I think  we  should  spend  our  tax  dollars  elsewhere," 
the  Chairman  said. 

He  continued,  "The  Roosevelt  City  Council  thinks  that  they  can  make 
money  off  of  tribal  members,  by  taxing  purchases  that  we  make  in  Roosevelt. 
What  we  - as  a Tribe  and  as  tribal  members  - need  to  show  them,  by  our 
actions,  is  that  they  will  lose  not  only  our  tax  dollars,  but  also  the 
dollars  that  are  generated  by  sales  to  tribal  members.  When  they  realize 
the  3,500  people  are  no  longer  buying  groceries,  auto  parts,  clothes  and 
other  items  in  Roosevelt,  it  MAY  make  them  listen  to  those  3,500  people's 
concerns . " 

Mr.  Wopsock  also  commented  that  he  did  not  think  the  City  Council's 
decision  reflected  the  desires  of  the  majority  of  Roosevelt  City's 
residents:  "I  think  most  people  in  Roosevelt  believe  that,  as  twin 
governments  in  this  community,  the  Tribe  and  the  City  Council  should  try  to 
work  out  our  differences.  I would  encourage  all  residents  of  the  City  who 
do  share  that  view  to  communicate  it  to  the  City  Council  members,  and  to 
persuade  them  to  come  back  to  the  negotiating  table  with  the  Tribe," 
commented  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  Wopsock  said  that  the  Tribe  will  continue  to  negotiate 
jurisdictional  issues  with  Duchesne  and  Uintah  Counties  and  the  State. 


Uintah  Basin  Standard 


Tues.  May  12,  1998 
Roosevelt,  Utah 

City  votes  against  relinquishing  jurisdiction  over  tribal  members 
By  Lezlee  E.  Whiting 

A boycott  of  all  Roosevelt  businesses  put  into  motion  by  the  Ute  Indian 
Tribe  last  September  has  had  the  opposite  effect  the  tribe  had  hoped  it 
would  have  - the  8-month  old  economic  sanctions  failed  to  push  the  Roosevelt 
City  Council  into  returning  criminal  misdemeanor  jurisdiction  over  tribal 
members  back  to  the  Ute  Tribe,  or  agree  to  continue  to  allow  tribal  members 
to  remain  except  from  sales  tax  in  the  city.  A 10th  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  ruling  issued  last  May  removed  Roosevelt  from  the  Ute  reservation 
and  gave  the  city  jurisdiction  over  tribal  members. 

Roosevelt  Mayor  Dennis  Jenkins  expressed  frustration  at  the  outcome  of  a 
3 to  2 vote  held  last  Tuesday,  May  5 that  vetoed  further  jurisdiction 
negotiations  with  the  tribe. 

"I'm  extremely  disappointed.  I feel  this  will  take  the  city  in  a 
different  direction  than  we  wanted  to  go.  I feel  this  will  have 
far-reaching  effects  on  our  tax  base  and  won't  help  relations  with  the 
tribe,"  Jenkins  stated. 

As  mayor  Jenkins  only  has  a vote  if  a city  Council  member  is  absent  and 
his  vote  is  need  to  break  a tie.  Council  members  Beverly  Hansen,  Sterling 
Rees  and  Roger  Dart  voted  against  continuing  negotiations  with  the  tribe 
over  the  criminal  jurisdiction  and  sales  tax  issues. 

They  said  the  tribe's  decision  to  penalize  Roosevelt  businesses  because 
they  were  upset  when  a federal  court  judge  lifted  an  injunction  which 
prohibited  the  city  from  exercising  jurisdiction,  didn't  help  matters.  The 
tribe  has  also  threatened  further  economic  sanctions  against  the  city  if 
they  failed  to  enter  into  negotiations. 

Council  members  Steve  Yack  and  Mike  Guinn  voted  in  favor  of  continuing 
negotiation  discussions  with  the  tribe. 

Hansen  and  Ress  had  already  announced  their  opposition  to  surrendering 
criminal  jurisdiction,  but  Dart  who  was  undecided  a week  ago,  was  the  swing 
vote. 

"I  admit  I ran  the  gamut  of  emotions.  I was  torn,  but  the  bottom  line  was 
that  I represent  5,000  citizens  of  Roosevelt  and  we  should  not  and  cannot 
compromise  our  jurisdiction  and  code  of  law  and  order  in  any  way,  shape  or 
form.  To  do  so  would  have  been  a great  injustice,  " Dart  stated.  He  also 
said  he  felt  that  having  two  sets  of  rules  for  different  races  would 
"eventually  cause  the  chasm  of  mistrust  and  prejudice  to  grow  wider  and 
deeper. " 

Dart  said  since  the  vote  was  made  public  he's  had  positive  feedback  from 
his  constituents.  "I've  heard  from  more  people  pleased  with  the  decision 
than  who  haven't  been." 

He  expressed  frustration  with  the  State  for  not  lending  guidance  in  the 
matter,  but  said  he  still  believes  there  are  positive  things  that  can  happen 
between  the  tribe  and  city,  particularly  when  it  comes  to  economic 
development . 

Hansen  said  she  based  her  decision  not  only  on  the  legal  aspects  of 
court  ruling  and  the  morals  of  the  issue,  but  also  on  the  concerns  and 
desires  related  to  her  by  the  citizens  of  Roosevelt. 

"These  citizens  are  the  people  I represent.  My  commitment  will  always 
be  to  treat  everyone  fairly  and  equally  within  Roosevelt  city.  I feel  that 
we  can  all  still  live  as  friends  in  an  atmosphere  of  mutual  respect  for 
each  other,"  she  stated. 

On  the  opposite  end  of  the  issue,  Guinn  said  he's  heard  only  negative 
comments  from  those  upset  with  the  outcome  of  the  vote.  Guinn  and  Yack  were 
the  only  City  Council  member  to  attend  a negotiating  meeting  in  Salt  Lake 
with  the  tribe,  counties  and  state  late  last  month.  Guinn  said  he  felt  the 
positive  dialogue  at  the  meeting  was  proof  the  issues  could  have  been  worked 
out . 

"Roosevelt  is  a unique  area  because  we  are  technically  in  the  center  of 
a reservation,  therefore  we  have  to  be  conscientious  of  what  will  work  for 
both  of  us  without  compromising  public  safety." 

Guinn  said  he  favored  a resolution  that  would  have  allowed  city  police 
to  arrest  and  detain  tribal  members  accused  of  misdemeanors,  but  then  allow 


the  tribe  to  prosecute  their  own  members  in  tribal  court  where  their 
punishment  would  be  determined  by  the  Ute  Tribe  Law  and  Order  Code. 

"But  as  far  as  I'm  concerned  this  (the  vote)  isn't  the  end  of  our 
conversations  with  the  tribe,  it's  just  the  beginning.  I'm  still  an 
optimist . " 

Ute  Tribe  members  have  been  exempt  from  paying  sales  tax  in  Roosevelt 
and  throughout  Duchesne  and  west  Uintah  counties  since  1986  when  the  10th 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  ruled  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  original 
Uintah  Valley  Reservation  were  not  diminished  when  Congress  opened  the 
reservation  for  homesteading.  Under  federal  law  Native  Americans  are  exempt 
from  sales  tax  on  purchases  made  on  the  reservation. 

A 1994  Supreme  Court  ruling  removed  Roosevelt  city  and  homestead  land  in 
the  tow  counties  from  the  reservation.  Following  that  ruling  the  city  was 
given  criminal  jurisdiction  over  tribal  members  charged  with  felonies  but 
not  misdemeanor  crimes.  The  Utah  State  Tax  Commission  declined  to  remove 
the  sales  tax  exemption  due  to  pending  litigation. 

Last  May,  the  10th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  confirmed  the  original 
boundaries  of  the  Uintah  Valley  Reservation  were  left  intact  by  Congress  in 
the  early  1900s,  but  at  the  same  time  they  concurred  that  1994  Supreme  Court 
ruling  removed  homestead  land  from  the  reservation.  Roosevelt  city  is 
comprised  entirely  of  homestead  land.  About  50  percent  of  Duchesne  and  west 
Uintah  County  is  homestead  land  as  well. 

With  the  Appeals  Court  ruling  in  hand,  last  September  the  city 
petitioned  Federal  Court  Judge  Bruce  Jenkins  to  lift  the  injunction  which 
prohibited  them  from  exercising  misdemeanor  jurisdiction  over  tribal 
members,  along  with  the  sales  tax  exemption.  The  judge  granted  their 
request  based  on  the  court  rulings.  Although  the  misdemeanor  criminal 
jurisdiction  took  effect  in  September,  Ute  Tribe  members  who  purchase  goods 
in  Roosevelt  remain  sales  tax  exempt. 

Even  though  the  Business  Committee  consistently  agreed  that  Roosevelt 
was  off  the  reservation  even  prior  to  the  lifting  of  the  injunction,  the  day 
after  it  was  lifted  the  Business  Committee  announced  a boycott  of  all 
Roosevelt  businesses  by  the  tribal  government  and  urged  tribal  members  to 
take  their  business  elsewhere  as  well.  The  tribe  said  they  enacted  the 
boycott  because  they  were  unaware  Roosevelt  was  going  to  have  the  injunction 
lifted . 

The  Ute  Tribe  Business  Committee  would  only  comment  through  a press 
release  which  was  not  available  at  press  time. 

Uintah  Basin  Standard 
Letters  to  Editor 

City  Council  praised  for  courageous  decision 
Dear  Editor, 

I would  like  to  publicly  thank  the  members  of  the  Roosevelt  City  Council 
who  had  the  courage  of  their  convictions  to  vote  NOT  to  give  up  any  law 
enforcement  jurisdiction  to  the  Ute  Tribe.  This  decision  is  undoubtedly  the 
single  most  important  vote  ever  taken  in  the  entire  history  of  the  City  of 
Roosevelt . 

I would  like  members  of  the  Ute  Tribe  to  know  that  this  decision  in  no 
way  affects  our  many  personal  relationships  and  friendships  that  many  of  us 
have  with  you  and  that  we  have  no  bad  feelings  toward  any  of  you. 

Thank  You 

Virginia  M.  Nielsen 

"RE : Religious  Freedom"  

Date:  Sat,  16  May  1998  11:15:16  -0500 

From:  arthurmiller50@juno.com  (Arthur  J Miller) 

Sub j : Religious  Freedom 

Religious  Freedom 

The  Flouse  passed  legislation  that  would  require  the  U.S.  to  impose 
economic  sanctions  against  countries  that  practice  religious  persecution. 

Now  would  it  not  be  interesting  if  Native  people  used  this  law,  if  this 


bill  became  law,  that  the  government,  either  state  government  or  federal 
government,  when  it  practices  religious  persecution,  demand  that 
sanctions  be  applied?  Native  people  in  state  prisons  could  demand 
sanctions  against  states.  Though  we  know  the  government  will  not  place 
sanctions  on  themselves,  if  it  were  played  up  big  it  could  be  a real 
eye  opener. 

Indeed,  it  would! 

Actually,  government  is  SUPPOSED  to  be  subject  to  the  same  laws  to  which 
anyone  is  subject.  However,  the  problem,  I guess,  lies  with  the  failure 
on  the  part  of  most  people  to  make  sure  government  stays  in  line.  ("It 
is  not  the  function  of  our  Government  to  keep  the  citizen  from  falling 
into  error;  it  is  the  function  of  the  citizen  to  keep  the  Government 
from  falling  into  error."  - U.  S.  Supreme  Court  in  American 
Communications  Association  v.  Douds,  339  U.S.  382,  442.  ) By  our 
(collective)  silence,  we  permit  this  sort  of  crap.  Silence  is  consent. 

No  one  who  has  failed  to  go  on  record  officially  (by  somehow 
communicating  their  wishes  to  those  who  represent  us:  congressmen  and 
other  elected  people)  should  complain  about  the  way  things  are. 

In  generally  addressing  all  who  might  read  this  message--and  I hope  that 
is  a great  number  of  citizens  who  might  be  compelled  to  let  the  folks  on 
Capitol  Hill  hear  from  them  once  they  realize  that  their  silence 
consents  to  all  the  horrible  things  that  are  going  on,  not  only  with 
Native  Americans'  rights,  but  with  ANY  matter  of  importance  to  them- -I 
would  like  to  urge  you  to  SPEAK  UP.  It  doesn't  matter  whether  the  issue 
is  religious  rights  of  anyone,  or  Native  Americans,  or  what  it  is.  The 
point  is,  don't  give  your  consent  to  the  atrocities  inflicted  on 
citizens  by  government  by  keeping  silent  about  it. 

Dust  in  case  you  are  wondering  (and  I surely  would  wonder,  if  someone 
said  these  things  to  me),  yes,  I DO  speak  up--so  much  that  I have  gained 
a reputation  as  a pain  in  the  lower  posterior.  Nevertheless,  I have 
made  my  wishes  known  to  state,  city  and  congressional  representatives  in 
all  areas.  I never  consented  to  any  limitations  on  religious  freedom; 
never  consented  to  Ruby  Ridge,  Wounded  Knee,  Waco's  Inferno,  or  just 
about  anything  the  federal,  state,  county,  or  municipal  government  has 
done  in  the  last  25  or  so  years.  If  EVERYONE  ceased  to  consent 
(by  silence),  it  WOULD  have  a great  impact,  guaranteed. 

Remember:  we  ELECT  them,  and  elections  are  a good  way  to  be  heard,  too. 

By  the  way,  I correspond  with  Standing  Deer,  the  man  whom  the  feds  hired 
to  off  Leonard  Peltier,  in  the  federal  joint  at  Marion,  Illinois. 

Standing  Deer  and  Leonard  Peltier  have  religious  freedom--so  long  as  the 
religion  is  approved  by  the  government,  that  is,  and  of  course,  the 
spiritual  practices  of  Native  Americans  are  not  on  the  approved  list. 

And  you  know  what  happens  when  the  government  doesn't  approve  of  a 
religion,  because  we  all  saw  a good  example  of  that  on  April  19,  1993. 

Speak  up,  please. 

"RE : One  More  Notch  for  Leonard"  

Date:  Mon,  11  May  1998  19:55:17  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : One  more  notch  for  Leonard.. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Whew!  Finally,  after  over  a year  & a half  of  lobbying... 

All  of  the  inserts  [...]  are  mine. 

At  3:02PM  EDST  today,  during  Question  Period  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Commons  of  Canada... 

CUT  HERE  

COMMUNIQUE!  From  The  New  Democratic  Party  of  Canada 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  11  MAY  1998 

NDP  CALLS  ON  DUSTICE  MINISTER  TO  RELEASE  LEONARD  PELTIER  REVIEW 
THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  OTTAWA 

The  internal  review  into  the  wrongful  extradition  of  leonard  Peltier  must 
be  made  public,  NDP  justice  critic  Peter  Mancini  said  today. 


"It  took  almost  two  decades  before  a review  into  the  extradition  of  Mr. 
Peltier  was  undertaken  and  years  more  to  complete/'  said  Mancini.  "The 
treatment  of  Mr.  Peltier  by  this  and  former  governments  is  a national 
disgrace . " 

Leonard  Peltier  was  deported  [by  way  of  an  extradition  order]  to  the 
United  States  in  1976  on  the  basis  of  false  and  fabricated  information  to 
stand  trial  for  the  murder  of  two  FBI  agents.  Many  groups  and  individuals 
from  around  the  world  have  [since]  been  actively  lobbying  for  the  release 
of  Mr.  Peltier,  including  the  European  Parliament,  the  Belgian  Parliament, 
Amnesty  International,  Nelson  Mandela,  Desse  Dackson  and  Robert  Redford, 
[among  35,000,000  others  including  5 Nobel  Laureates  & no  less  than  19 
national  governments  worldwide]. 

"In  1995  then-Dustice  Minister  Allan  Rock  authorized  a full  review  of  the 
case  and  in  february  of  1997  indicated  the  findings  would  be  made  public 
prior  to  the  Dune  '97  election.  The  Liberals  have  not  kept  their  promise," 
Mancini  said.  "The  Liberal  government  has  a responsibility  to  make  public 
all  of  the  facts  so  justice  can  finally  be  done." 

REPLY  OF  THE  HON.  ANNE  MCLELLAN,  MINSISTER  OF  DUSTICE  AND  ATTORNEY-GENERAL 
OF  CANADA 

"Mr.  Speaker,  I can  assure  the  honourable  member  that  we  are  reviewing 
that  report  right  now  in  relation  to  privacy  concerns.  As  soon  as  I am 
satisfied  and  the  privacy  commissioner  is  satisfied  that  we  can  release 
that  report  I will  do  so." 

CUT  HERE  

I strongly  suggest  that  all  of  Leonard's  supporters  convey  their  personal 
thanks  to  Peter  Mancini  for  both  raising  this  question  in  the  House  of 
Commons  as  well  as  putting  the  following  Formal  Motion  on  record...  (it'll 
never  make  it  to  a vote  before  dying  on  the  Order  Paper  when  the  House 
goes  into  recess,  but  it  IS  on  record...) 

Motion  - Moved  by  Peter  Mancini,  Hon  Member  for  Sydney-Victoria,  [ I 
think  seconded  by  Gordon  Earle,  Hon.  Member  for  Halifax  West], 

That  this  House  condemn  as  unacceptable,  the  extradition  of  Leonard 
Peltier  to  the  United  States  from  Canada  on  the  basis  of  false  information 
filed  with  a Canadian  court  by  American  authorities,  and  that  this  House 
calls  on  the  government  to  seek  the  immediate  return  of  Mr.  Peltier  to 
Canada . 

You  can  email  that  thanks  to  Peter  Mancini  at: 
mancini . p@parl .gc . ca 
masi : cho . . . 


"RE : Les  Francais  pour  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Tue,  12  May  1998  21:51:01  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Les  francais  pour  Leonard  Peltier 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  - France 
(LPSG-France) 

The  LPSG-France  was  established  in  Paris  in  1978,  after  French  people  met 
representatives  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  and  the 
International  Indian  Treaty  Council  (IITC)  at  the  first  United  Nations' 

NGO  Conference  on  Indigenous  Peoples  Rights.  It  was  created  to  support  the 
claim  for  freedom  for  Native  American  Political  Prisoner  Leonard 
"Gwarth-ee- Lass"  Peltier  and  to  inform  and  lobby  the  French  public  and 
political  representatives  about  his  case. 

The  LPSG-France  is  part  of  the  French  NGO  : Committee  in  Solidarity  with 
Native  Peoples  of  the  Americas  (CSIA),  which  main  goal  is  to  work  in 
solidarity  with  Indigenous  Peoples  and  organizations  from  North,  Central 
and  South  America. 

In  1984,  knowing  that  it  was  difficult  to  raise  awareness  among  the 
European  public,  Gilbert  Pilot  (Innu  from  Canada)  suggested  that  the  CSIA 


creates  a magazine  to  spread  the  information  about  the  Indian  Peoples' 
struggles.  He  named  it  after  his  traditional  territory:  Nitassinan  (which 
means  "our  land"). 

Ever  since,  the  CSIA/LPSG-France  has  been  combining  information  and 
actions,  always  working  upon  specific  demands  addressed  to  us  by 
Indigenous  representatives.  We  are  still  using  this  magazine  to  inform 
about  the  development  of  Leonard's  case  and  about  the  situation  of  Native 
American  Prisoners  in  the  US  and  Canada. 

To  support  Leonard  Peltier,  the  LPSG-France  is  working  in  coordination 
with  the  LPDC-International  Office  and  its  International  Spokesperson, 
with  the  LPDC-Canada  and  the  LPSG  Support  Network  (especially  in  Europe). 

We  have  also  worked  with  other  Indigenous  organizations  involved  in 
solidarity  with  Leonard  such  as  : The  "Bring  Peltier  Home  Campaign",  the 
American  Indian  Movement... 

We  inform  the  French  public  and  press  about  Leonard's  case  by  publishing 
Nitassinan  (quarterly  magazine),  organize  tours  and  conferences  with 
Indigenous  delegates,  participate  in  cultural  events  such  as  festivals, 
etc.  These  events  are  very  often  the  occasion  to  ask  the  public  to 
participate  actively  in  the  solidarity  with  Leonard  Peltier  and  to  collect 
signatures  for  his  release. 

We  also  work  at  informing  and  lobbying  the  local,  national  and 
international  political  representatives . We  have  for  example  addressed 
Leonard's  issue  to  the  French  Parliament,  the  French  Parliament's 
Commission  on  Foreign  Affairs,  the  French  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  as 
well  as  to  the  European  Parliament  and  we  have  gathered  through  the  years 
over  350  support  resolutions  from  City  Councils  for  freedom  for  Leonard. 

The  CSIA/LPSG-France  also  participates  in  international  forums  such  as 
the  UN  "Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples",  the  UN  "Commission  on  Human 
Rights",  the  "International  Meeting  against  Neoliberalism"  (Berlin  & 
Chiapas,  1996),  the  "International  Meeting  of  American  Indian  Communities" 
(French  Parliament,  Paris  - Dune  1996),  meetings  of  the  "European  Alliance 
for  Leonard  Peltier",  "Euromeetings  of  Native  American  Support  Groups", 
etc.  Each  year  since  1981,  the  CSIA/LPSG-France  has  been  organizing  in 
Paris  the  "International  Day  in  Solidarity  with  Native  American  Peoples" 
around  October  12th.  And  since  1992,  the  LPSG-France  is  organizing  actions 
in  solidarity  with  Leonard  Peltier  (demonstration,  visit  to  US  Embassy, 
Conference,  etc.),  coordinated  at  a European  and  international  level, 
every  February  6th  (day  of  Leonard's  arrest  in  Canada),  Dune  26th 
(International  Peltier  Day)  and  December  10th  (International  Human  Rights 
Day). 

The  LPSG-France  was  mandated  by  Bobby  Castillo  (LPDC  International 
Spokesperson)  in  1991  to  coordinate  the  campaign  in  France  and  our 
organization  participated  in  the  creation  of  the  European  Alliance  for 
Leonard  Peltier-EALP  (November  1994).  From  1978  till  today,  LPSG-France 
has  organized  tours  and  conferences  for  LPDC  representatives  (Stephanie 
Peltier,  Mark  Banks,  Linda  Azure,  Bobby  Castillo).  In  November/December 
1995,  we  have  organized  a successful  national  tour  with  Bobby  Castillo, 
which  allowed  to  obtain  a major  reaction  from  French  officials  to 
Leonard's  transfer  from  Leavenworth.  Bobby  also  met  with  Mr.  Lionel  Dospin 
(now  Prime  Minister  of  France)  who  asked  President  Clinton  for  Executive 
Clemency  for  Leonard. 

In  1992,  CSIA/LPSG-France  has  strengthened  its  solidarity  work  with 
Leonard,  in  the  frame  of  the  Campaign  "500  years  of  Indigenous,  Black 
and  Popular  Resistance".  We  have  co-organized  two  Runs 
(Paris-Albertville-Geneva/UN,  February  1992,  and  Paris-Barcelona, 

Dune/Duly  1992)  with  Indigenous  Representatives  from  North  and  Latin 
America  (among  them,  Ammon  Russell,  AIM  member,  Dineh  from  Big 
Mountain,  who  had  received  a mandate  from  Bobby  Castillo  to  represent 
Leonard  Peltier).  Later,  the  CSIA/LPSG-France  participated  in  the 
organization  of  the  "Walk  for  Human  Rights"  (crossing  50  towns  around 
Paris),  Dune  1995  (with  Bobby  Castillo)  and  the  "Freedom  Run  for  Leonard 
Peltier  and  All  Indigenous  Peoples"  (Dune/Duly  1996)  across  Europe 
(France,  Belgium,  Germany,  Austria,  Poland  Czech  Republic,  Slovakia, 
Switzerland/UN) . Ammon  Russell,  who  participated  in  it,  was  mandated  by  the 
LPDC  International  Office  to  present  once  again  Leonard's  issue,  Frank 


Dreaver  (LPDC-Canada)  and  Bruce  Ellison  also  joined  for  a part  of  the  Run. 

The  CSIA/LPSG-France  's  lobby  effort  has  allowed  the  Peltier 
representatives  visiting  France  to  meet  several  major  personalities  and  to 
obtain  official  statements  from  Mayors,  Members  of  the  Parliament,  City 
Councils  and  important  NGOs.  For  examples  : 

- support  from  Mr.  Lionel  Dospin  (now  Prime  Minister  of  France) 

- support  from  Mr.  lack  Lang  (President  of  the  French  Parliament's  Foreign 
Affairs  Commission) 

- support  from  Mrs.  Danielle  Mitterrand  (former  First  Lady  of  France  and 
President  of  "Foundation  France  Liberte"). 

A major  work  has  been  done  with  Bobby  Castillo,  which  resulted  in  the 
support  from  several  French  Members  of  Parliament  (from  various  political 
parties)  and  an  official  question  about  Peltier's  case  at  the  French 
Parliament  (November  14th,  1994).  Another  question  to  the  French 
Government  is  under  procedure. 

Planned  Actions 

Currently,  the  LPSG-France  is  continuing  the  lobby  at  the  French 
Parliament  and  at  the  European  Parliament  in  coordination  with 
KOLA/LPSG-Belgium.  We  are  working  together  to  build  up  a strong  LPSG 
European  Network.  The  LPSG-France  plans  to  organize  for  Dune  26th,  1998,  a 
benefit  concert,  an  exhibition  of  the  paintings  of  Leonard  Peltier, 

Fernando  Caro  and  Luis  Rodriguez  (and  lithos  of  Laurie  White  Hawk,  if  she 
agrees...)  and  to  go  to  the  US  Embassy  with  French  political 
representatives . 

MUCH  MORE  HAS  BEEN  DONE  ! We'll  send  you  a detailed  report  of  our  actions 
later 

The  CSIA/LPSG-France  also  supports  among  others  : 

The  Big  Mountain  Dineh  People,  the  San  Carlos  Apache  People's  struggle  to 
save  Mount  Graham,  the  Innuat's  (Quebec  and  Labrador)  fight  against  NATO 
low  level  flights,  Hydro-Quebec  damming  projects  and  mining,  the  Lubicon 
Cree  People's  struggle,  Mohawk  Nation's  claims  for  sovereignty,  the  Dene 
and  Cree  Peoples  from  Northern  Saskatchewan  affected  by  uranium  mining, 
the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  Mexico  (especially  Chiapas)  and  Guatemala, 

French  Guiana's  Indian  Peoples  for  the  recognition  of  their  Indigenous 
rights  by  the  French  Government,  the  Makuxi  and  Yanomami  Peoples  of 
Roraima  (Brazil),  the  Mapuche  from  Chile  and  Argentina,  etc. 

The  CSIA  also  works  in  coordination  with  other  non  Indigenous  human  rights 
and  environmental  organizations  in  Europe  and  in  the  Americas  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  lobby  effort  and  to  secure  the  results  through  common 
actions . 

Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  - France 
c/o  Nitassinan  CSIA 
B.P.  372 

75526  Paris  Cedex  11  - France 
Phone  : (33  1)  43  73  05  80 

Fax  : (33  1)  43  72  15  77  (Attn  : Nitassinan-CSIA) 

Email  : hdoreau@aw.sgi.com 

"RE : Largest  Tribal  Contribution  Ever  to  NCAI"  

Date:  Fri,  15  May  1998  12:49:23  EDT 
From:  FirehairSS  <FirehairSS@aol . com> 

Sub j : Lrgst  Tribal  Contribution  ever  to  NCAI 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  AOL  News 

Sub j : Largest  Tribal  Contribution  Ever  to  National  Congress  of... 

Largest  Tribal  Contribution  Ever  to  National  Congress  of  American  Indians 

Prairie  Island  Tribe  Donates  $200,000  to  Fight  for  Sovereignty 
RED  WING,  Minn.,  May  15  /PRNewswire/  --  The  Prairie  Island  Indian 
Community  has  donated  $200,000  to  the  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians  (NCAI).  It  is  the  largest  tribal  contribution  in  NCAI's  54  year 


history.  The  $200,000  gift  was  in  response  to  an  appeal  NCAI  issued 
seeking  support  in  their  fight  to  protect  tribal  sovereignty. 

NCAI  President  Ron  Allen  said,  "The  Prairie  Island  Indian  Community  has 
stepped  forward  and  bolstered  NCAI's  capacity  to  defend  sovereignty  for 
all  tribes  across  the  nation.  We're  grateful  for  this  extraordinary  gift 
and  encourage  other  tribes  to  lend  their  support  to  the  degree  their 
resources  allow.  We're  facing  hostile  legislation  in  Congress  on  several 
fronts  and  need  all  the  support  we  can  generate." 

The  Prairie  Island  Indian  Community  runs  Treasure  Island  Resort  & Casino. 
Employing  more  than  1,300  people,  the  tribe  is  the  largest  employer  in 
Goodhue  County,  and  just  recently  donated  one-third  of  the  funds  needed  to 
help  build  a new  ice  arena  in  Red  Wing. 

"We  are  fortunate  to  be  in  a position  to  give  back  to  the  community,  and 
use  our  resources  to  benefit  other  tribes  that  are  not  as  prosperous"  said 
Tribal  President  Audrey  Kohnen.  "Our  charitable  giving  focuses  on  a 
variety  of  areas,  but  we  are  particularly  proud  to  be  a part  of  NCAI's 
national  fight  for  tribal  sovereignty.  Without  sovereignty  our  entire 
community  and  business  would  be  threatened,  as  the  largest  employer  in  the 
area,  the  loss  of  our  business  would  have  a tremendous  negative  impact  on 
all  of  our  neighboring  communities. 

NCAI  will  recognize  the  Prairie  Island  Community's  generosity  at  the 
organization's  convention  in  Wisconsin,  Dune  14-17,  1998.  NCAI  President 
Allen  said,  "The  Prairie  Island  Indian  Community  has  set  a sterling 
precedent  by  utilizing  their  new  resources  for  the  benefit  of  all  tribes." 

The  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  founded  in  1944,  is  the 
oldest,  largest  and  most  representative  national  Indian  organization. 

NCAI  serves  the  needs  of  a broad  membership  of  American  Indian  and  Alaska 
Native  governments  by  advocating  on  their  behalf  before  Congress  and  the 
Administration,  including  many  federal  agencies. 

SOURCE  Prairie  Island  Indian  Community 
CO:  Prairie  Island  Indian  Community 
ST:  Minnesota 

"RE : Selling  our  Ancestors  Bones"  

From:  FirehairSS  <FirehairSS@aol . com> 

Date:  Mon,  11  May  1998  11:50:29  EDT 

Sub j : Selling  our  Ancestors  Bones,  what  to  do 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Mon,  May  11,  1998  1:18  AM  EDT 
From:  ApacheMal 

Ashoge  Wasawa  Tall  Trees  for  sharing  this  with  us  all. 

Blessings,  ApacheMa 

In  a message  dated  10/5/1998  6:01:59  AM,  you  wrote: 

<<Selling  of  Our  Ancestors'  Bones  --  Steps  to  Flonor 

Recently,  ApacheMal  forwarded  a letter  from  a young  woman  who  purchased 
a skull  in  a "junk  shop"  which  was  purported  to  be  that  of  one  of  the 
People.  She,  very  wisely,  asked  the  owner  of  the  shop  to  write  upon  a 
receipt  that  which  he  claimed  the  skull  to  be  and  then  she  touched  not  the 
object  she  had  purchased.  She,  instead,  informed  the  shop  owner  that 
selling  such  "artifacts"  was  illegal  under  a Federal  stature,  and  called 
the  local  police. 

It  seems  in  this  particular  case,  the  local  police  were  unaware  of  any 
such  law  forbidding  the  disturbance  of  our  ancestors'  burial  sites,  but, 
after  she  argued  the  point,  reluctantly  took  into  custody  the  skull.  Now, 
it  languishes  in  an  evidence  locker  and  this  brave  young  lady  anguished 
over  its  new  location  for  it  was  still  without  a place  of  honor. 

I have  been  asked,  as  one  who  researches  and  teaches  the  ways  of  the 
People,  to  explain  the  steps  that  may  be  taken  to  restore  the  bones  of  our 
ancestors  to  honor,  for  many  such  incidents  as  these  take  place  daily. 

First,  may  I congratulate  again  Barbara  for  her  courage  and  fortitude  in 
not  only  recognizing  the  injustice  of  that  shop  having  the  skull  for  sale, 
but  also  in  purchasing  it  so  that  it  would  not  be  displayed  as  some  trophy 
or  object  of  amusement. 


These,  then,  are  the  steps  which  may  be  taken. 

If  the  shop  owner  or  peddler  does  not  willingly  relinquish  such  bones, 
the  purchasing  of  them,  as  with  Barbara,  may  be  necessary.  The  bones 
should  not  be  touched,  if  possible.  The  steps  taken  in  the  illustrated 
case  are  quite  right.  Be  sure  to  have  the  seller  of  the  bones  write  a 
receipt,  if  they  must  be  purchased,  explaining  what  they  are.  This  receipt 
shall  be  necessary  if  prosecution  of  the  seller  takes  place  or  to  simply 
dissuade  such  never  again  to  indulge  in  such  a dishonorable  practice.  Do 
not  ever  give  the  original  receipt  to  anyone. 

Calling  the  authorities  is  necessary.  In  some  cases,  they  will  provide 
assistance.  Usually,  they  do  not.  However,  it  must  be  on  record  that  such 
a protest  against  the  selling  of  the  bones  has  been  made. 

Finally,  and  most  importantly,  contact  an  Elder  or  the  Indian  Council 
that  is  nearest  to  you.  If  there  is  none  within  the  local  area,  any  public 
library,  or  the  Internet,  will  have  a listing.  An  Elder  shall  know  how  to 
retrieve  the  bones,  from  the  evidence  locker  such  as  in  the  sited  case,  or 
from  the  dealer.  By  his  or  her  very  position  as  an  Elder,  or  by  his 
appointing  another  or  sending  another  from  the  People,  the  bones  must  be 
released.  The  Elder  or  the  appointed  representative  shall  then  see  that 
the  bones  receive  an  honored  burial  and  the  ancestor's  spirit  shall  once 
again  be  set  to  rest. 

Know  this  and  remember  it  well:  violence,  either  in  action  or  by  speech, 
will  not  resolve  this  issue.  Although  it  will  inflame  many,  as  it  does 
myself,  to  see  our  ancestors'  bones  put  on  display  as  objects  of  curiosity, 
to  argue  with  the  seller  or  displayer  over  it  will  not  accomplish  the 
rightful  goal  of  restoring  the  bones  to  a proper  and  honorable  burial.  It 
is  very  important  to  conduct  yourself  with  honor  and  care,  for  only  in 
that  manner  shall  you  succeed. 

You  will  be  honored  by  the  spirits,  by  our  ancestors,  and  by  our  People 
for  taking  these  steps  whenever  you  see  such  a disgrace  as  someone  selling 
or  displaying  our  ancestors'  bones. 

May  you  always  walk  in  the  light  of  the  spirits. 

With  respect, 

Wasawa  Tall  Trees>> 

"RE : SNI  Tribal  Council  Speaks  Out"  

Date:  Wed,  6 May  1998  09:44:08  EDT 
From:  FirehairSS  <FirehairSS@aol.com> 

Sub j : SNI  Tribal  Council  speaks  out 
FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

With  many  thanks  to  Bonny  for  taking  her  time  to  send  on  these  articles!!! 
Date:  Wed,  May  6,  1998  9:02  AM  EDT 
From:  Bonny 

>From  the  Salamanca  Press  Tuesday  May  5,  1998 

SNI  Tribal  Council  to  push  legal  action  against  those  who  intimidated 
President 

HIMERSONTOWN  - The  Seneca  Nation's  Tribal  Council  voted  Monday  to 
officially  condemn  and  pursue  charges  against  some  members  of  a group  that 
pressured  President  Michael  Schindler  into  nullifying  Saturday's  gaming 
referendum  and  resigning  his  CEO  duties. 

Schindler  said  he  had  left  a dinner  on  the  Cattaraugus  Reservation  and 
stopped  by  his  William  Seneca  Building  office  to  speak  with  a reporter 
when  the  group  entered  his  office.  The  group  demanded  that  he  sign  an 
executive  order  nullifying  the  gaming  referendum,  resign  as  chief 
executive  officer  and  appoint  Tribal  Councilor  Wayne  Hones  to  CEO  position. 

He  signed  it  then  under  duress,  but  rescinded  the  executive  order  on 
Monday. 

"There  were  people  saying  I couldn't  leave.  We'll  stay  here  all  night 
we've  stayed  here  a long  time  before  I was  under  duress.  I was  feeling 
threatened.  I was  told  I couldn't  leave  the  room.  I figured  well,  we'll 
sign  it  and  get  out  of  here,"  said  Schindler. 

One  woman,  identified  by  Nation  officials  as  Gail  Button,  attempted  to 
cut  Schindler's  hair,  as  an  act  of  humiliation,  and  another  man  stuck  the 


president . 

Tribal  Councilor  Rosemary  Patterson  said  that  even  if  Schindler  didn't 
choose  to  seek  legal  action  himself,  the  Council  would. 

Councilors  sentiments  were  explained  in  the  resolution  passed  Monday, 
"The  events  of  May  2,  1998  that  took  place  in  the  William  Seneca  building 
following  the  referendum  and  were  video  taped  by  the  news  media  and  shown 
on  the  news  station  were  unlawful  and  are  condemned  by  the  council  of  the 
the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians.  The  Council  now  understands  that  the  people 
involved  in  the  event  used  intimidation  and  threats  against  the  president 
of  the  Seneca  Nation  and  forced  him  to  sign  the  documents  voiding  the 
referendum  and  resigning  as  the  administrator  of  the  Nation 

"The  President  is  the  representative  of  all  of  the  people  and  is  the  one 
individual  who  is  recognized  as  the  leader  of  the  Nation.  He  was 
assaulted  in  his  official  capacity  as  president  and  it  is  as  if  the  people 
of  the  Nation  were  assaulted.  The  behavior  of  the  few  cannot  be  allowed 
to  practice  politics  through  intimidation.  We  are  a nation  of  laws  and 
those  laws  protect  all  of  the  people  regardless  of  the  position  they  may 
have  on  a particular  issue  When  these  procedures  are  ignored  then  we  have 
anarchy  or  the  absence  of  law." 

The  council  directed  legal  counsel  to  contact  the  United  States' 
Attorney's  office  and  the  New  York  State  Attorney  General  to  initiate 
criminal  action  against  anyone  who  may  have  been  involved  in  criminal 
conduct  in  connection  with  the  incident,  Mike  Zabel,  a spokesman  for  the 
state  attorney  general's  office  in  Buffalo,  said  that  agency  has  not  yet 
been  contacted  as  of  this  morning.  A formal  complaint  must  be  made  and 
prosecutorial  arrangements  would  be  made  through  the  Erie  County  district 
attorney  before  the  attorney  general  would  become  involved. 

"If  contacted,  we  stand  ready  to  assist,"  said  Zabel. 

Councilors  said  they  considered  impeachment  proceedings  against 
Councilor  Susan  Abrams,  who  they  said  was  present  and  "participated  in  the 
intimidation  of  the  president,"  but  no  action  has  been  taken  against  her 
at  this  time. 

Abrams  said  she  was  not  in  the  room  throughout  the  incident,  but  was,  at 
times  in  the  hallway,  taking  to  reporters.  She  denied  calling  television 
camera  crews  to  the  scene  and  said  Schindler  was  free  to  leave  at  will. 
Abrams  was  fired  from  her  job  as  assistant  to  the  president's  office  in 
lanuary  over  disagreements  with  Schindler  on  the  Gambling  issue. 

"I  told  him  he  could  leave  anytime  he  wanted.  He  was  free  to  go.  We 
were  not  threatening  him.  The  attempt  to  cut  his  hair  was  an  act  of 
humiliation,  because  he  betrayed  his  people  by  allowing  the  referendum. 

It  was  not  an  assault."  Said  Abrams. 

Nation  employees  involved  in  the  incident  will  be  terminated,  said 
Patterson . 

Saturday's  incident  has  raised  safety  concerns  among  some  Nation 
employees  working  at  the  William  Seneca  Building  and  residents  living 
nearby. 

Schindler  said,  "We  will  be  hiring  another  10  marshals  temporarily  to 
have  on  site  at  the  William  Seneca  Building  to  help  ensure  the  employees 
of  their  safety  and  a lot  of  the  residents  at  the  Oak  Tree,  our  (senior 
citizens')  home  are  very  concerned  as  well.  We  just  want  to  show  them  we 
are  very  concerned  about  their  safety  and  the  additional  marshals  will  be 
there  for  that  purpose." 

"RE:  Special  Request  for  Help"  

Date:  Wed,  13  May  1998  22:02:42  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  AIMN3SG@webtv.net  (AIMN3SG) 

Sub j : Special  request  for  help! 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

The  New  lersey  Support  group  for  the  American  Indian  Movement  has  run 
into  a brick  wall  with  the  State  Board  of  Education  again. 

Yesterday  we  contacted  the  board  to  provide  them  with  the  list  of 
speakers  we  have  currently  lined  up  as  we  were  asked  to  do  1 week  prior 


to  May  20.  The  secretary  informed  us  that  we  are  not  permitted  to  speak 

at  the  May  20th  meeting  because  they  decided  that  is  no  longer  an  open 

topic  forum.  However,  if  we  were  willing  to  talk  on  one  of  the  two 
topics  they  plan  to  discuss  we  would  be  welcome  to  speak. 

If  you  recall  this  occurred  on  March  18th  after  the  February  meeting  we 
tried  to  go  before  the  board  and  were  informed  that  it  was  not  an  open 
topic  forum  and  that  we  would  have  to  wait  until  May  20th. 

I am  sure  you  can  see  and  feel  our  frustration.  We  had  Ken  Sterns  and 

Gary  Brouse  lined  up  to  be  speakers.  At  the  moment  we  have  people 
reaching  out  to  the  State  Board  of  Education  in  an  attempt  to  pull 
strings  and  return  favors  and  get  us  on  their  agenda.  However,  if  that 
does  not  work,  we  will  still  be  attending  the  meeting  on  May  20th.  We 
plan  on  coming  prepared  to  speak.  We  will  be  issuing  a press  release 
stating  that  we  will  be  holding  a PRESS  conference  outside  the  New 
Jersey  Department  of  Education  offices  on  May  20th.  At  which  time  we 
will  address  our  topics  and  concerns  to  the  media  directly 

I need  to  ask  at  this  time  if  you  are  in  the  New  Jersey  area  or  if  you 
can  get  to  the  New  Jersey  area  we  would  like  your  help  and  assistance  at 
this  meeting  as  a speaker  or  as  a person  willing  to  support  us  in  our 
efforts.  I ask  that  you  arrive  at  the  meeting  by  2:30  p.m.  to  help  fill 
the  first  few  front  rows. 

If  you  plan  on  attending  the  AIM  meetings  in  NY  that  weekend  we  are 
directly  in  your  path  if  you  are  coming  from  the  south  and  would  be 
happy  to  provide  housing  while  you  are  here  for  the  meeting. 

This  is  just  another  sign  of  the  oppression  that  The  New  Jersey 
Department  of  Education  seems  to  find  acceptable  in  regards  to  Native 
American  Issues.  We  will  not  allow  our  freedom  of  speech  to  be  denied  on 
May  20th. 

Suggestions  are  always  welcome 

Thanks  for  your  time 
Lee  Ann  Brown 
609-371-1078 

"RE : International  Observers  are  Kidnapped"  

Date:  Mon,  11  May  1998  14:57:56  -0400 
From:  pc93  <pc93@mci2000 . com> 

Sub j : english  translation  of  International  Observers  are  Kidnapped  - 
please  distribute 

UUCP  email 

International  Observers  are  Kidnapped 
Translated  from  Spanish  by  PC93 
http://www.wilder.net/ c73/index. htm 

or  soon  to  be  updated  mirror  http://nni.irdg.com/pc93 

Mon,  11  May  1998  03:24:04  -0400 

To  the  national  and  international  public  opinion: 

Is  has  been  only  a few  minutes  ago  that  we  have  spoken  via 
telephone  with  Federico  Mariani,  the  voice  of  the  caravan,  and 
almost  textually  his  words  have  been  "we  are  kidnapped  in  the 
airport,  without  being  able  to  eat,  because  they  have  not  allowed 
us  to  receive  food,  and  with  only  water  to  drink,  which  they  had 
allowed  our  embassy  to  give  us.  After  all  the  lies  that  the  Mexican 
government  through  Migration  has  told  us  during  all  the  afternoon 
and  night  we  no  longer  know  under  what  conditions  we  are  going  to 
be  able  to  leave  Mexico." 

It  is  2 in  the  morning  on  the  11th  of  May,  in  the  city  of  Mexico; 
we  have  been  accompanying  the  international  observers  of  the 
Italian  delegation  during  all  the  day  and  this  is  our  report: 

The  history  has  been  more  or  less  the  following: 

Around  6 in  the  evening,  the  second  group  of  the  caravan  (we  would 
like  it  to  be  remembered  that  the  first  group  traveled  the  9th  of 


May  to  Europe)  gathered  in  the  airport,  with  the  promise  that  it 
had  already  been  arranged,  in  negotiations  between  Migration  and 
the  embassy,  that  they  would  be  able  to  leave  the  country, 
maintaining  their  migratory  status  of  international  observers, 
without  any  sanction  and  before  expiration  of  the  use  of  their 
visas,  that  is  to  say,  at  twelve  at  night. 

The  time  was  passing  and  this  supposed  agreement  did  not 
concretize.  They  said  that  there  were  only  technical  problems  in 
finding  sufficient  seating  arrangements  on  the  flights.  Close  to  8 
in  the  evening  it  appeared  that  everything  was  fixed  and  it  was 
hoped  that  8 observers  would  be  travelling  by  Iberia,  11  by  Air 
France  and  38  by  Lufthansa.  But,  when  the  international  observers 
directed  themselves  to  the  check-ins  to  register  their  flight,  it 
resulted  that  there  was  not  any  places  for  them. 

There  opened  a new  compass  of  delay  in  which  representatives  of  the 
caravan,  representatives  from  the  embassy  and  representatives  of 
the  Mexican  government  met  together. 

To  the  edge  of  10  at  night,  a new  agreement  appeared  to  be  reached: 
the  international  observers  traveled  in  only  one  group.  Then,  they 
took  their  luggage,  we  took  leave  of  them  and  we  saw  them  pass 
through  room  D of  the  airport. 

Minutes  afterwards,  we  received  a via  telephone  the  news  that  a new 
deception  was  keeping  the  international  observers  grounded.  We 
transferred  ourselves  of  new  account  to  the  airport  and  found  the 
group  of  caravaners  in  one  of  the  waiting  rooms  of  the  airport, 
surrounded  by  tens  of  agents  of  migration.  The  plane  they  were 
going  to  board  never  existed,  for  which  reason  they  had  decided  to 
return  to  the  waiting  room,  and  there  they  found  said  police 
unfoldment . 

It  was  getting  close  to  12  at  night,  their  visas  were  going  to 
expire  and  they  feared  that  the  detachment  of  the  police  was  going 
to  attack  them  with  detentions,  under  the  pretext  of  their  visas 
expiring. 

Then,  the  observers  put  themselves  to  travel  to  the  Italian  embassy 
(at  the  other  end  of  the  city)  to  stay  the  night  there  and  to  look 
for  a new  flight  in  the  morning. 

They  entered  again  the  areas  of  restricted  access  of  the  airport, 
where  there  was  supposed  to  be  a bus  ready  to  transfer  them  to  the 
embassy. 

But  they  did  not  leave  there  yet.  After  a time,  the  only  contacts 
that  we  have  had  were  with  functionaries  of  the  embassy  that  left 
and  entered.  From  them  we  learned  that  the  Mexican  government 
continues  making  obstacles  to  the  exit  of  the  international 
observers  from  the  country,  apparently  with  the  intention  that  they 
leave,  but  with  the  qualification  of  being  deported. 

The  last  that  we  have  learned,  like  we  pointed  to  at  the  beginning, 
is  that  the  observers  are  found  with  the  qualification  of  being 
kidnapped,  without  being  able  to  leave  for  the  embassy  because  a 
police  detachment  impedes  them,  without  being  able  to  have  food, 
accompanied  by  functionaries  of  the  Italian  embassy  that  continue 
negotiating  with  the  Mexican  authorities  the  terms  of  their  exit 
from  the  country. 

We  will  continue  informing,  although  we  await  as  well  that  in  the 
proximate  hours,  with  the  appearance  of  the  newspapers  of  May  11th, 
the  informative  labor  will  be  more  fluid. 

Ulises  Martinez, 

of  the  International  Commission  of  the  FZLN 
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La  3ornada--May  13,  1998 

Unparalleled  Proliferation  of  Fires  in  the  Conflict  Zone 
Hermann  Bellinghausen,  correspondent,  Altamirano,  Chis.,  May  12. 

"Fiiirre,  fiiiirre",  the  voices  of  the  men  can  be  heard  in  the  communities, 
being  called  to  take  machetes,  shovels  and  pails,  because  the  mountainside 
burns.  Outside  of  all  precedent,  an  epidemic  of  fires  razes--besides 
forests--the  vegetables,  coffee  plantations,  fields  and  animals  of  the 
towns . 

The  fire  seems  incited  more  than  the  times.  It  begins  in  places  no  one 
burns  for  agricultural  use.  It  puts  an  end  to  forests  that  nobody  dared 
fell,  that  was  part  of  the  patrimony  of  its  towns.  It  doesn't  respect 
ditches  nor  protection  because  the  hand  that  lights  it  doesn't  rest,  it  is 
ubiquitous,  invisible,  unpunished,  and  it  has  stripped  the  surface.  In 
order  to  see  the  face  of  all,  so  that  nobody  hides. 

Never  before  has  a layer  of  smoke  covered  such  an  expanse  of  the  Chiapas 
territory . 

The  peasants  are  astonished,  indignant,  sad  and  worried.  Although  the 
officials  attempt  some  acrobatics  in  order  to  accuse  the  peasants  of  the 
damages  (as  was  the  case  of  the  coffee  fields  set  on  fire  in  Taniperlas), 
they  are  accusations  that  nobody  believes. 

In  the  narrow  canyon  of  Altamirano  there  are  places  where,  at  noon,  another 
person  is  no  longer  distinguished  at  two  meters,  like  in  the  communities  10 
de  Abril  and  San  Miguel  Chiptic. 

But  something  more  serious:  in  the  narrow  canyon  of  Patihuitz,  the 
mountains  of  Corralchen,  from  Morelia  to  La  Garrucha,  burns.  From  all 
parts  the  smoke  is  discharged. 

Officially,  up  to  now,  46,000  hectares  were  set  on  fire  in  Chiapas. 

Also  officially,  at  this  moment  35  fires  are  being  fought.  The  largest,  in 
the  rainforest  and  the  border.  In  the  region  of  the  lakes  of  Montebello, 
between  La  Trinitaria  and  La  Independencia,  3,000  hectares  burn.  In  the 
Taniperla  public  land,  1,200.  In  Tila,  in  the  northern  zone  between  Pueblo 
Nuevo  and  Sitala,  the  Capalna  hillside  burns.  The  disaster  damaged  the 
national  park  of  Palenque  and  big  forested  expanses  of  Las  Margaritas, 

Chanal  and  Comitan.  In  the  region  of  El  Bosque  and  Bochil,  between  the 
highlands  and  the  north,  the  fire  jumps  where  less  waits  for  it.  And  in 
Chenalho . 

These  are  not  the  traditional  burns  of  the  agricultural  cycle.  Neither  is 
it  that  the  natives  have  become  more  careless,  or  that  they  shelter  bad 
intentions . 

For  the  towns,  the  fires  are  the  announcement  of  hunger. 

Except  for  the  big  fires  of  Copainala  and  Cintalapa,  and  those  one  could 
associate  with  the  urban  speculation,  like  in  Ocozocuautla,  the  greatest 
concentration  of  fire  coincides  with  what's  termed  the  "conflict  zone," 
that  is  to  say,  where  the  indigenous  population  lives,  where  there  are 
autonomous  municipalities,  where  hundreds  of  communities  in  resistance,  the 


EZLN  and  their  bases  of  support,  move. 

Without  the  existence  of  proof  in  this  respect  (which  is  typical),  this 
incendiary  proliferation  in  zones  of  conflict  is  "normal"  during  campaigns 
of  counterinsurgency.  Wasn't  this  seen  in  Central  America,  Vietnam  and 
Cambodia?  Isn't  it  seen  in  Colombia  and  Indonesia?  Why  wouldn't  we  see  it 
in  Chiapas,  if  the  manuals  are  the  same?  And  there  are  so  many  fires  in  the 
Republic,  that  a few  more  wouldn't  draw  much  notice. 

We  Stopped  Them  in  the  Morning 

The  roads  that  lead  to  Morelia,  to  Belisario  Dominguez,  to  the  mountains, 
glow  desolately.  The  inhabitants  of  Morelia  speak  sadly  of  the  lost 
landscape.  Coughs,  inflamed  eyes,  the  children's  running  noses,  lung  pain, 
excessive  phlegm,  sore  noses.  The  clothes  smell  of  fireplace  the  whole 
time. 

"The  fire  appears  as  apportions  [como  repartida],"  indicates  a peasant. 
"Beneath  the  trees,  and  in  bonfires  near  the  coffee  fields.  Everything  is 
dry,  and  so  after  a wind  blows,  it  catches  fire  evenly  [prende  parejo]." 

"It's  not  people  from  here,"  he  says.  "How  can  it  be?  But  who's  doing  it, 
we  don't  know. " 

In  the  outskirts  of  La  Laguna,  near  Altamirano,  already  there  are  hardly 
any  forests.  In  La  Laguna,  a new  runway  for  the  armed  forces  is  installed 
that  the  peasants  fear  could  be  converted  into  an  air  base.  In  the 

autonomous  municipality  17  de  Noviembre,  numerous  recently  founded  towns 
("Nuevos  Centros  de  Poblacion/New  Centers  of  Population'')  see  themselves 
affected  by  the  absurd  conflagration  [quemazon/"fire  sale"].  When  the 
smoke  vanishes,  they  will  be  left  bleak  plateaus  [los  paramos/"we  stopped 
them"].  And  if  the  rains,  as  is  feared,  are  delayed,  we  stopped  them  at 
last  [los  pa'ramos  duraran/"the  deserts  will  endure"]. 

♦translator ' s note:  "los  paramos"  is  ambiguous  in  last  lines  as  it  appears 
unaccented  (we  stopped  them);  "los  pa'ramos":  the  deserts  or  bleak 
plateaus . 
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U.S.  OPPOSES  DUMP  AT  WARD  VALLEY 

By  lack  McCarthy 
The  Press-Enterprise 

Gov.  Wilson's  long-running  effort  to  secure  federal  land  for  a nuclear 
waste  dump  in  Ward  Valley  appears  doomed  after  the  Clinton  administration 
this  week  weighed  in  to  oppose  the  land  transfer. 

The  federal  government  Monday  asked  a court  to  dismiss  a lawsuit  that 
the  California  Department  of  Health  Services  and  the  would-be  operator  of 
the  site  filed  against  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior.  Federal  officials 
contend  the  state's  application  to  acquire  the  site  is  improper. 

Efforts  to  acquire  the  dumpsite  using  money  from  the  intended  operator 
of  the  dump  violate  state  laws,  the  federal  government  said  --  a charge 
the  state  agency  and  governor's  office  deny. 

The  Clinton  administration  action  probably  will  prove  fatal  to  the 
project,  said  Peter  Baldridge,  a lawyer  for  the  state  Department  of  Health 
Services . 

"There  is  no  way  Interior  is  going  to  go  through  with  (the  transfer)," 
he  said. 

Negotiations  over  acquisition  of  federal  land  in  far  eastern  San 
Bernardino  County  had  hit  roadblocks  over  concerns  about  the  safety  of 
storing  nuclear  waste.  The  site  lies  20  miles  from  the  Colorado  River,  a 
major  source  of  California  water.  In  addition,  Colorado  River  Indian 
tribes  and  anti-nuclear  activists  joined  forces  to  protest  the  proposed 
transfer . 

Wilson  repeatedly  has  accused  Clinton  and  U.S.  Department  of  Interior 


Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  of  dragging  their  feet  over  the  land  transfer.  In 
Danuary  1997,  the  California  Department  of  Health  Services,  at  Wilson's 
behest,  sued  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  in  U.S.  District  Court  in 
Washington  to  force  its  hand. 

Babbitt  and  other  Interior  officials  repeatedly  have  said  they  need  more 
time  to  complete  environmental  impact  studies  of  Ward  Valley.  But  this  is 
the  first  time  the  federal  government  has  said  the  application  process  is 
flawed . 

"It's  not  a surprise.  It's  a last-ditch  effort  by  the  federal  government 
to  derail  a process  they  realize  we  are  going  to  win  on  the  merits,"  said 
Ron  Low,  deputy  press  secretary  for  Wilson.  "They  are  pulling  out  every 
trick  in  their  bag." 

Pressure  from  anti-nuclear  groups  has  turned  the  Clinton  administration 
against  the  project,  Wilson  administration  officials  said. 

"We  think  their  motives  are  political,"  Baldridge  said. 

U.S.  Sen.  Barbara  Boxer,  a Democrat,  has  been  critical  of  the  dump  plan. 
Last  month,  the  state's  Democratic  political  leadership  entered  the  fray, 
asking  Babbitt  and  Vice  President  A1  Gore  to  stop  work  on  the  proposed 
transfer.  In  a letter.  State  Senate  President  Pro  Tern  Dohn  Burton, 

Assembly  Speaker  Antonio  Villaraigosa  and  Assembly  Speaker  Pro  Tern  Sheila 
Kuehl  said  the  Health  Services  Department  acted  illegally  in  1993  when  it 
facilitated  the  transfer  of  $500,000  from  proposed  dump  operator  U.S. 
Ecology  to  the  Department  of  Interior. 

In  exchange  for  the  payment,  the  department  had  promised  to  license  U.S. 
Ecology  to  operate  the  dump  once  it  was  in  possession  of  the  deed  to  the 
land . 

But  when  Clinton  took  office  in  1993,  Babbitt,  the  new  Interior 
secretary,  sent  the  money  back  to  U.S.  Ecology  and  announced  that  the 
proposed  dump  site  needed  more  study. 

But  the  state  lawmakers  said  in  their  April  13  letter  that  only  they  had 
the  authority  to  acquire  property  or  to  accept  a gift. 

"It's  really  important  for  the  Legislature  to  have  oversight  about  the 
disposal  of  low-level  nuclear  waste,"  Kuehl  said  Tuesday.  "We  are  supposed 
to  have  oversight  over  financial  affairs.  There  is  nothing  in  the  law  that 
says  agencies  can  accept  gifts  of  money." 

The  application's  legality  eventually  might  have  to  be  resolved  by  the 
state  Supreme  Court,  she  said.  In  the  meantime,  the  court  will  hear  the 
motion  to  dismiss  the  lawsuit  Dune  17. 

Supporters  of  the  land  transfer  said  it  followed  state  statutes.  State 
law  allows  use  of  private  funds  to  finance  the  dump,  Baldridge  said.  The 
proposal  also  had  the  approval  of  the  Department  of  Finance. 

Wilson  and  other  dump  proponents  say  California,  North  Dakota,  South 
Dakota  and  Arizona  need  the  facility  to  dispose  of  low-level  nuclear  waste 
from  hospitals  and  clinics  and  from  nuclear  power  plants. 

But  environmentalists  disagree.  They  cite  a December  1997  report  from  a 
University  of  Nebraska  economist  that  said  three  nuclear  waste  dumps 
already  in  operation  have  too  much  capacity  and  that  another  dump  is  not 
needed . 
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"RE : LiL'Wat  Traditionalist  Dailed"  

Date:  Thu,  7 May  1998  18:41:16  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 


Sub j : LiL'Wat  Traditionalist  Hailed 


: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 

May  7,  1998  No  Copyright;  Reproduce  Freely 

LIL'WAT  TRADITIONALIST  TSEMHU7QW  HAILED 

TSEMHU7QW  (aka  Harold  "Chubb"  Pascal),  a traditionalist  "watchman"  of 
the  LiL'Wat  nation  was  jailed  today  by  Provincial  Court  Hudge  D.E.  Moss 
in  Pemberton,  BC.  Pascal,  a longtime  fighter  for  recognition  of  LiL'Wat 
sovereignty,  was  accused  of  driving  without  a valid  BC  license.  Pascal 
maintained  that  no  license  is  required,  due  to  BC's  lack  of  jurisdiction 
over  unceded,  LiL'Wat  territory.  Pascal  reportedly  told  the  presiding 
judge  Moss  of  the  "fraud"  of  his  BC  court  presuming  to  exercise 
jurisdiction  over  him. 

The  very  charge  for  which  Mr.  Pascal  was  sentenced  is  currently  part  of  a 
"Leave  to  Appeal"  application  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  The 
court  has  yet  to  respond  as  to  whether  is  will  hear  the  jurisdictional 
challenges  of  Mr.  Pascal,  which  are  being  presented  together  with  those  of 
Temagami  traditionalist  elder  Verna  Friday  and  jailed  Ts'peten  Defenders 
Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace)  and  Hames  "OH"  Pitawanaquat . 

It  is  believed  Pascal  was  taken  to  the  Vancouver  pre-trial  center  for 
incarceration.  No  further  information  is  available  at  this  time. 

For  further  information: 

Lahalus  (Loretta  Pascal) 

Lil'Wat  Estken:  estken@direct . ca 
Phone/fax:  (604)  894-6095 

PO  Box  208,  Mount  Currie,  LiL'Wat  Territory  (via  BC)  VON  2K0 

More  information  on  the  LiL'Wat  People's  Movement: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lil ' Wat /main . html 
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"RE : Supreme  Court  of  Canada  Denies  Gustafsen  Appeal"  

Date:  Fri,  May  15,  1998  3:42  AM  EDT 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

Sub j : Supreme  Court  of  Canada  Denies  Gustafsen  Appeal 

: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 

May  14,  1998  Please  distribute  widely 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  CANADA  DENIES  GUSTAFSEN  DEFENDANTS  LEAVE  TO  APPEAL 

Canada's  highest  court  today  denied  leave  to  appeal  to  a number  of  cases 
which  involved  a constitutional  question  as  to  whether  the  Canadian 
courts  have  jurisdiction  over  unceded  territory.  No  reasons  were  given, 
but  the  criteria  used  are  whether  the  questions  raised  are  "of  importance 
to  Canada." 

Native  rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  counsel  to  the  defendants  in  all 
the  cases  concerned,  said  that  the  decision  clearly  establishes  that  in 
Canada  "the  rule  of  law  is  a hoax." 

"We  have  now  thoroughly  canvassed  the  domestic  legal  system  and 
exhausted  all  domestic  remedies,"  said  Clark. 

MORE  INFORMATION  WILL  FOLLOW  AS  SOON  AS  IT  BECOMES  AVAILABLE 
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RE:  BC's  Bingogate 


Date:  Tue,  May  12,  1998  2:29  AM  EDT 

From:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

Sub  j : BC's  Bingogate:  A Corrupt  NDP 

"We  find  no  honour  in  the  people  and  governments  we've  had  to  deal  with. 
--  Elder  Lavina  White,  Haida  Nation 

1.  Scores  of  Charges  Shatter  NDP  Myth  - The  Province 

2.  Stupich,  3 others  charged  with  cheating  charities  - Vancouver  Sun 


[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  They  are  provided  for  reference  only. 

SCORES  OF  CHARGES  SHATTER  NDP  MYTH 

The  Province,  May  6,  1998,  Page  A3,  by  Michael  Smyth 

It's  the  NDP's  ugliest  scandal,  their  recurring  nightmare,  and  yesterday 
it  rose  again  to  rip  the  governing  party.  They  can  spin  it  all  they  like. 
They  can  say  it  was  20  years  ago  and  involved  a bunch  of  party  has-beens. 
Don't  believe  it.  This  is  a devastating  event  for  the  NDP,  the  government 
and  for  Glen  Clark. 

This  is  a party  that  named  itself  the  voice  of  the  voiceless,  the 
protector  of  the  people.  But  yesterday's  stunning  announcement  of  dozens 
of  criminal  charges  in  the  Bingogate  charity  ripoff  shatters  the  old  myths. 

Fraud.  Theft.  Forgery.  Criminal  breach  of  trust.  What  a devastating 
betrayal  of  the  values  this  party  has  pushed  on  us  for  so  long. 

Some  political  scandals  are  easy  to  understand.  An  MLA  gets  caught 
writing  a few  phoney  letters  and  he  suffers  a media  onslaught  of  biblical 
proportions.  But  spin  your  web  tight  enough  that  it  takes  eight  forensic 
investigators  three  years  to  untangle  it,  and  what  do  you  get? 

Re-elected.  They  got  re-elected  by  slick,  clever  efforts  to  bury  a 
systematic  con  game. 

Mike  Harcourt  denied,  delayed  and  defied  for  so  long  that  it  ruined  his 
credibility  and  he  was  forced  to  resign.  Then  Clark  bravely  promised  some 
answers.  His  bold  decisive  move?  Appoint  an  82-year-old  judge  to  head  an 
inquiry  --  a judge  who  died  two  years  later. 

Call  it  what  it  was:  Brilliant  politics. 

Maybe  it  was  better  the  attorney-general's  ministry  dropped  this 
bombshell  so  late  in  the  afternoon.  It  spared  us  a few  hours  of  NDP 
excuses,  apologies  and  spin-doctoring. 

We'll  have  more  than  enough  of  that  in  the  days  to  come. 

Letters  to  The  Province  - mailto:provedpg@pacpress.southam.ca 


STUPICH,  3 OTHERS  CHARGED  WITH  CHEATING  CHARITIES 

The  counts  against  the  former  NDP  MLA,  his  daughter,  his  partner  and  a 
former  party  secretary  culminate  a two-year  police  investigation  in  the 
longest-running  political  scandal  in  provincial  history.  Vancouver  Sun, 

May  6,  1998,  by  Dim  Beatty,  Dustine  Hunter  and  Petti  Fong 

VICTORIA  --  Four  prominent  New  Democrats  and  the  party's  newspaper  have 
been  charged  with  66  criminal  counts  including  theft,  fraud  and  forgery 
after  allegedly  defrauding  charities  out  of  more  than  $1.5  million.  The 
charges  against  former  MLA  Dave  Stupich,  76,  his  daughter,  his  partner  and 
a former  party  secretary  end  a two-year  police  investigation  in  the  latest 
chapter  of  the  longest  running  political  scandal  in  B.C.  history. 

Police  had  also  recommended  charging  former  NDP  premier  Dave  Barrett  and 
former  cabinet  minister  Bob  Williams,  who  are  both  advisers  to  Premier 
Glen  Clark,  over  an  alleged  deal  in  which  Williams  would  give  up  his  seat 
to  Barrett  for  a financial  reward  after  Barrett's  1975  defeat.  After 
stepping  down,  Williams  collected  $80,000  from  a trust  fund  established 
with  money  from  the  Nanaimo  Commonwealth  Holding  Society,  the  NDP  fund- 
raising organization  that  was  convicted  of  misdirecting  bingo  proceeds 
raised  for  charities.  But  special  prosecutor  Dohn  Taggart  decided  there 
was  not  enough  evidence  to  proceed  with  criminal  charges  against  Barrett 
or  Williams. 


At  the  centre  of  the  charities  case  is  Stupich,  who  was  charged  with  64 
counts  including  theft,  forgery  and  criminal  breach  of  trust.  His  partner, 
Elizabeth  Marlow,  and  daughter  Marjorie  Boggis  also  face  fraud-related 
charges.  Former  party  secretary  Joseph  Denofreo  and  Democrat  Publishing 
Ltd.,  were  each  charged  with  two  counts  of  unlawful  management  or 
operation  of  a lottery.  All  of  the  accused  are  to  appear  in  Nanaimo 
provincial  court  on  Dune  30. 

Police  recommended  charges  against  Norbert  Rougeau  and  Bill  Duncan,  both 
former  directors  of  the  NCHS,  but  the  prosecutor  deemed  it  was  not  in  the 
public  interest  to  proceed  with  a prosecution. 

An  exact  figure  for  how  much  charity  money  was  actually  defrauded  is 
difficult  to  ascertain  because  apart  from  the  direct  theft  charges, 
many  of  the  others  relate  to  fraud,  false  financial  statements  and  the 
false  elimination  of  debt. 

B.C.  Liberal  leader  Gordon  Campbell  called  the  charges  the  latest 
development  in  what  was  a long-running  campaign  to  defraud  charities  and 
cover  it  up.  "We've  just  received  a peek  under  the  blanket  of  the  longest 
running  political  cover-up  in  the  history  of  the  province,"  he  said.  "The 
people  at  the  highest  ranks  of  the  New  Democrat  party  have  been  charged 
with  systematically  . . . being  involved  in  criminal  activity."  Campbell 
said  the  current  government  can't  hide  from  the  scandal  by  suggesting  it 
was  created  by  former  officials  who  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  current 
party. 

In  Victoria  on  Tuesday  afternoon  --  hours  before  the  charges  were 
officially  laid  --  all  New  Democrat  MLAs  received  a written  briefing  note 
outlining  the  charges  and  the  individuals  named.  Several  NDP  MLAs 
confirmed  the  note  but  refused  to  say  who  wrote  it.  Assistant  deputy 
attorney-general  Ernie  Quantz  said  there  was  no  security  breach  from  the 
attorney-general's  office  that  could  have  allowed  MLAs  to  be  briefed 
before  police  officially  laid  charged.  Quantz  said  Stupich  and  the  others 
were  informed  of  the  impending  charges  up  to  a day  before  they  were 
officially  laid.  Once  they  were  informed,  secrecy  was  no  issue,  Quantz 
said . 

The  NCHS  scandal  led  to  the  resignation  of  Mike  Harcourt  as  premier  in 
1995  and  almost  cost  the  NDP  the  1996  election. 

Jacques  Carpentier,  the  whistleblower  from  Nanaimo  who  has  spent  the 
last  ten  years  trying  to  expose  the  NCHS  for  ripping  off  local  charities, 
said  he  planned  to  celebrate  the  announcement  of  charges. 

"Tonight  I will  have  a drink,"  he  said  in  an  interview.  "It's  heartwarming 
It  makes  it  all  worthwhile,  all  the  struggle  and  hardship  over  the  years," 
he  said.  "I  know  now  that  at  the  end  of  the  day,  justice  will  be  done."  He 
said  the  charges  will  help  restore  public  confidence  in  the  fund-raising 
efforts  of  charities.  "Without  The  Vancouver  Sun's  participation  in  this, 
this  probably  would  not  have  come  out  in  the  open,"  he  added.  "[Reporter] 
Mark  Hume  should  get  an  award." 

Summons  were  served  at  4 p.m.  to  Stupich,  Marlow  and  Boggis;  Denofreo 
was  on  vacation,  RCMP  spokesman  Sergeant  Russ  Grabb  said.  "None  of  the 
accused  or  parties  have  been  arrested  or  are  going  to  be  arrested.  They're 
simply  going  to  receive  a summons  and  asked  to  appear  in  court  on  June  30. 

Barrett  said  Tuesday  night  he's  pleased  with  Taggart's  report,  which 
completely  exonerates  him.  He  had  no  comments  on  the  police 
recommendations  to  charge  himself  and  three  other  men.  "It  was  totally 
unsubstantiated  and  he  relieved  the  cloud  over  my  head,"  Barrett  told 
reporters  as  he  entered  the  Italian  Cultural  Centre  for  the  condo 
commission  hearings.  "When  the  [former]  judge,  who  is  the  special 
prosecutor,  says  that,  then  obviously  I'm  very  pleased.  What  the  police 
did  is  their  business." 

Taggart  said  flatly  of  the  recommended  charges  against  Barrett  and 
Williams  "no  crime  was  committed  here."  Taggart  wrote:  "Mr.  Williams  did 
not  and  could  not  give  or  sell  his  office  to  Mr.  Barrett  and  Mr.  Barrett 
could  not  buy  it.  The  office  in  question  could  only  be  given  to  Mr. 

Barrett  by  the  electorate  as  a result  of  the  outcome  of  a properly 
constituted  byelection." 

The  affair  came  to  light  in  1992,  when  The  Vancouver  Sun  published  a 
series  of  stories  outlining  how  the  non-profit  society  siphoned  off 


hundreds  of  thousands  of  charity  dollars  to  manage  its  debt  crisis.  In 
1994,  an  RCMP  investigation  of  NCHS  and  related  entities  found  27  alleged 
breaches  of  the  Criminal  Code  but  a special  prosecutor  decided  to  lay 
charges  against  only  four  societies:  NCHS,  Harewood  Social  Centre  Society, 
Harewood  Community  Hall  Association  and  NCHS  Charities  Society  --  all  of 
which  have  links  to  the  NDP.  The  four  societies  entered  guilty  pleas  and 
were  fined  $150,000  but  the  failure  to  hold  any  individuals  to  account 
eventually  led  to  an  inquiry  by  forensic  auditor  Ron  Parks. 

The  financing  of  the  party's  newspaper,  the  Democrat,  emerged  in  the 
1995  Parks  report  as  the  key  link  between  the  NDP  and  tainted  charity 
funds.  Parks  found  that  Democrat  Publications 

--  an  organization  controlled  and  directed  by  the  table  officers  of  the  NDP 
--  benefited  in  1983  and  '84  from  money  that  had  been  diverted  from 
charities,  money  that  had  been  funnelled  through  a false  charity  set  up  by 
NCHS,  money  senior  party  officials  tried  to  secretly  pay  back. 

KEY  FIGURES  IN  THE  NANAIMO  COMMONWEALTH  AFFAIR: 

Dave  Stupich  - CHARGED:  Former  provincial  cabinet  minister,  MP,  NDP 
president  and  fundraiser.  Charged  with  64  counts,  including  charges  of 
theft,  fraud,  forgery,  uttering  a forged  document,  criminal  breach  of  trust 
and  various  lottery  offences.  In  1995,  after  an  investigation  into  the 
Nanaimo  Commonwealth  Holding  Society,  which  Stupich  headed,  forensic 
auditor  Ron  Parks  concluded  that  nearly  $2  million  had  been  misdirected 
from  charities  in  Nanaimo. 

Doe  Denofreo  - CHARGED:  Former  NDP  secretary.  Charged  with  two  counts  of  a 
lottery- related  offence. 

Elizabeth  Marlow  - CHARGED:  Dave  Stupich 's  partner.  Charged  with  16  counts, 
including  theft  and  fraud. 

Marjorie  Boggis  - CHARGED:  Daughter  of  Dave  Stupich.  Charged  with  16  counts 
including  theft  and  fraud. 

Bob  Williams  - NAMED  BUT  NOT  CHARGED:  Former  NDP  cabinet  minister.  Worked 
as  a consultant  for  NCHS. 

Dave  Barrett  - NAMED  BUT  NOT  CHARGED:  NDP  premier  of  B.C.,  1972-75. 
Currently  heading  leaky  condo  inquiry. 

Bill  Duncan  - NAMED  BUT  NOT  CHARGED:  A director  of  the  Nanaimo  Commonwealth 
Holding  Society  and  the  B.C.  Tomorrow  society,  which  ran  bingo  games  in 
Nanaimo. 

Norbert  Rougeau  - NAMED  BUT  NOT  CHARGED:  A director  of  the  Nanaimo 
Commonwealth  Holding  Society,  which  Stupich  headed. 

BLEW  THE  WHISTLE  - Daques  Carpentier:  Nanaimo  charity  fundraiser  whose 
repeated  complaints  led  to  an  investigation. 

RESIGNED  AS  PREMIER  - Mike  Harcourt:  Although  he  had  no  direct  connection 
to  the  scandal,  he  resigned  in  1995. 
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In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Haida  Case  Targets  BC  Forest  Tenure"  

Date:  Thu,  14  May  1998  00:13:35  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Haida  Case  Targets  BC  Forest  Tenure 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty- - 
HAIDA  CHALLENGE  LOGGING  RIGHTS 

Vancouver  Sun,  May  9,  1998,  Page  B8,  by  Ian  Bailey  (CP) 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 


biased  on  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 


Vancouver  - British  Columbia's  practice  of  licensing  forestry  companies 
to  log  trees  could  soon  be  on  trial,  says  a First  Nations  lawyer.  Bolstered 
by  a Supreme  Court  ruling,  the  Haida  are  considering  legal  methods  to  end 
MacMillan  Bloedel's  licence  to  log  on  about  190,000  hectares  of  the  Queen 
Charlotte  Islands  - home  to  about  half  of  BC's  4,000  Haida.  The  Haida  will 
decide  whether  to  proceed  with  legal  action  after  meetings  next  week,  said 
lawyer  Terry-Lynn  Williams-Davidson . The  BC  government  has  assumed  sole 
ownership  of  Crown  lands  and  parcelled  out  large  forest  tracts  to 
companies  for  logging. 

Canada's  top  court  recently  bolstered  the  Haida 's  grip  on  some  provincial 
forests  by  rejecting  an  appeal  from  the  BC  government  and  MacBlo.  A BC 
Court  of  Appeal  ruling  last  November  found  the  Haida 's  aboriginal  rights 
prevent  the  province  from  giving  logging  companies  exclusive  rights  to  cut 
on  Crown  land.  Next  week,  Haida  leaders  will  study  their  legal  options, 
which  range  from  injunctions  to  asking  a judge  to  review  the  legality  of 
the  licences.  But  Ron  Brown,  president  of  the  Haida  Nation,  spoke  Friday 
as  if  a decision  had  already  been  made.  "It  would  be  a definite  that  we 
will  go  to  court  and  finish  off  [Macmillan  Bloedel's]  licence." 

As  well.  Brown  said  the  Haida  will  sue  for  past  damages  caused  by  logging. 
"What's  at  stake  ultimately  is  the  Haida  culture,"  said  Williams-Davidson, 
"the  continuing  right  of  Haida  people  to  access  our  forests  to  keep  our 
culture  alive."  She  said  the  exclusive  nature  of  the  licensing  system  is 
at  odds  with  aboriginal  title,  creating  the  prospect  for  "fundamental 
change."  A spokeswoman  for  MacMillan  Bloedel  said  Friday  the  company  will 
take  no  position  on  the  issue,  noting  the  Haida  are  entitled  to  act  as 
they  see  fit. 

"It's  an  issue  between  the  Haida  and  the  BC  government,"  said  Virginia 
Aulin.  The  BC  government  maintains  the  Haida  Nation  must  prove  its  claim 
to  the  land  before  the  government's  authority  to  issue  licences  is 
constrained . 
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CANADA  DENIES  JURISDICTIONAL  QUESTION:  AN  INTERVIEW  WITH  BRUCE  CLARK 

On  Thursday  May  15,  1998  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  denied  an 
application  for  leave  to  appeal  by  indigenous  traditionalists  including  the 
Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  Defenders.  S.I.S.I.S.  interviewed  Native  rights 
lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  counsel  for  all  of  the  applicants,  shortly  after 
the  decision  was  announced. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Dr.  Clark,  there's  been  a development  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
matter,  specifically  a leave  to  appeal  application  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada.  Can  you  tell  us  about  that? 


Bruce  Clark:  Yes.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  denied  leave  to  appeal  and 
the  decision  was  announced  this  morning. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Were  there  any  reasons  given? 

BC:  No,  but  there  never  are.  There's  only  one  test  under  the  statute  - the 
statute  being  the  Supreme  Court  Act,  Section  40,  subsection  1 says  "The 
court  shall  grant  leave  if  the  issue  is  of  importance."  So  it  really  isn't 
necessary  for  the  Court  to  give  reasons.  Its  refusal  to  grant  leave  is 
automatically  a finding  that  the  issue  is  not  of  importance. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  For  those  who  are  not  aware  just  what  the  issue  is,  can  you 
summarize  that  for  us? 

BC:  Yes.  The  issue  that  we  sought  to  put  before  the  court  by  way  of  a 
Constitutional  Question  was  whether  the  non-native  courts  in  Canada  have 
jurisdiction  relative  to  disputes  between  natives  and  newcomers  over 
territory  which  allegedly  has  never  been  purchased  by  the  Crown. 

[The  application  for  Leave  to  Appeal  can  be  viewed  at: 
chttp : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/court/feb6app . html>  ] 

S.I.S.I.S.:  This  action,  a composite  of  several  cases  involving  that  same 
legal  issue,  included  that  of  William  Hones  Ignace,  OH  Pitawanakwat  and 
Shelagh  Franklin,  defendants  in  the  Gustafsen  trial,  correct?  [Also 
included  were  appeals  brought  by  Flarold  Pascal,  LiL'Wat  nation,  and  Verna 
Friday  of  Bear  Island.] 

BC:  Yes. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Can  you  take  us  back  to  the  summer  of  1995,  when  you  were  last 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  on  this  issue? 

BC:  Yes.  We  attempted  in  the  summer  of  1995,  in  a series  of  11  cases  from 
various  parts  of  Canada  - BC,  Ontario  and  Alberta  - to  state  the  same 
issue.  The  Court  refused  to  consider  the  issue  at  that  time.  Following 
that,  I was  approached  by  one  of  the  Houses  in  the  Delgamuukw  case,  that 
is,  one  of  the  hereditary  chiefs,  one  of  several  plaintiffs  in  the  case,  to 
state  the  same  issue.  So  again,  I prepared  another  application,  this  time 
in  the  Delgamuukw  case,  seeking  to  have  the  issue  raised  there.  In  the 
Delgamuukw  case,  the  court  stated  it  would  not  address  the  issue  because  it 
had  not  been  raised  previously  in  the  Delgamuukw  case  itself.  The  Court 
said  that  this  was  obviously  a constitutional  issue,  but  that  nevertheless 
it  was  not  appropriate  to  address  it  in  the  context  of  the  Delgamuukw  case. 
It  would  have  to  wait  for  some  other  case. 

[Transcripts  of  this  September  12,  1995  hearing  can  be  viewed  at 
chttp : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/sepl2scc . html>] 

S.I.S.I.S.:  On  the  grounds  that  this  particular  [jurisdictional]  issue  had 
not  been  raised  in  the  courts  below  in  the  Delgamuukw  case. 

BC:  That's  right.  Now  when  Chief  Hustice  Antonio  Lamer  made  that  comment 
during  the  Delgamuukw  hearing  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  I reminded 
him  that  the  position  he  was  occupying  was  patent  chicanery  because  the 
Court,  just  a month  before,  had  refused  leave  on  the  same  issue  in  11 
cases.  The  grounds  of  refusal  was  that  the  issue  was  NOT  of  importance. 

Here  we  come  a month  later  in  the  Delgamuukw  case  and  the  Court  said  the 
issue  is  obviously  of  importance,  is  a constitutional  issue,  but  won't  be 
addressed  in  the  Delgamuukw  case.  It  will  be  addressed  in  some  other  case, 
for  which  purpose  the  Chief  Hustice  essentially  told  me  to  go  back  to  BC 
and  raise  the  issue  again. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Which  you  did? 


BC:  Which  I did  eventually  in  the  context  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  trial.  Now 


in  the  summer  of  1995  this  chicanery  on  the  part  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  and  other  courts  in  BC  and  the  rest  of  Canada  contributed  to  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  event. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  So  there  was  a complete  refusal  to  address  the  issue? 

BC:  Yes,  to  address  the  issue,  but  when  applying  to  ask  the  Court  to 
address  the  issue,  I put  before  the  Court  the  law  which  resolves  the  issue. 
What  the  law  that  resolves  the  issue  says  is  that  the  [non-native]  courts 
don't  have  jurisdiction.  That's  perfectly  clear  and  plain.  It's  also 
perfectly  clear  and  plain  that  the  courts'  assumption  that  they  do  have 
jurisdiction  arguably  constitutes  complicity  in  genocide,  contrary  to  the 
Convention  on  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of  Genocide,  1948. 

So  the  Court  is  obviously  interested  in  a personal  sense.  It  is  at 
least  arguably  engaged  in  continuing  a historical  pattern  of  genocide 
against  the  native  peoples. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  So  the  highest  court  in  the  land  has  once  again  refused  to  hear 
the  issue,  after  having  previously  stated  that  it  was  an  issue  that  needed 
to  be  heard? 

BC:  That  is  what  the  Court  said  after  refusing  to  hear  it  in  the  context  of 
the  Delgamuukw  case.  The  court  acknowledged  that  it  was  a constitutional 
issue  but  it  just  wasn't  one  that  was  going  to  be  addressed  in  that 
particular  case.  They  sent  me  back  to  British  Columbia  to  raise  the  issue 
again,  which  was  done  in  the  context  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  trial. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  And  also  before  Dudge  Friesen. 

BC:  Yes,  and  of  course  my  own  trial  for  contempt  of  court  for  allegedly 
offending  the  Court  by  insisting  on  raising  it  [jurisdiction],  for  which  I 
spent  3 months  in  jail.  But  again,  in  the  context  of  that  case  and  the 
appeal,  the  issue  still  was  not  addressed  and  neither  was  the  law  that 
resolves  the  issue  addressed. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Right. 

BC:  So  essentially  its  very  simple,  the  issue  is  quite  straight  forward:  do 
the  courts  have  jurisdiction?  The  law  is  quite  straightforward . Since  1774 
the  unrepealed  constitutional  law  that  resolves  the  issue  says:  no  they 
don't  have  jurisdiction.  The  third  point  is  its  arguable  that  the  courts' 
assumption  of  jurisdiction,  since  the  18th  century,  has  been  the  modus 
operandi  of  genocide  in  what  is  now  called  Canada. 

5.1.5.1.5. :  Yes. 

BC:  In  the  summer  of  1995  the  highest  court  acknowledges  that  the  issue  is 
of  constitutional  importance.  Now,  this  morning,  we  find  the  issue  is  NOT 
of  importance:  "leave  to  appeal  denied."  So  essentially,  the  issue  is  not 
going  to  be  addressed  in  Canada.  The  law  is  not  going  to  be  addressed.  The 
statement  with  which  the  Constitution  Act  1982  commences,  that  "Canada  is  a 
nation  founded  upon  respect  for  the  rule  of  law,"  is  obviously  a hoax. 

5.1.5.1.5.  This  is  now  the  exhaustion  of  domestic  legal  remedies.  Would 
that  be  a fair  statement? 

BC:  Yes. 

5.1.5.1.5. :  As  for  international  remedies,  you  have  already  canvassed  a 
number  of  those  as  well.  One  was  an  attempt  to  have  the  Imperial  Crown 
convene  a constitutionally  mandated  3rd  party  tribunal. 

[See  <http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/sov/petcan.html>  ] 

This  was  also  refused.  Correct? 


BC:  Their  refusal  was  premised  upon  instructions  from  Canada.  The  Queen 
refused  to  act  without  a request  from  the  Governor-General.  The 
Governor-General  wouldn't  act  without  a request  from  the  Canadian  cabinet. 
Since  the  Canadian  cabinet  is  up  to  its  elbows  in  the  blood  of  innocents, 
it  wasn't  inclined  to  giving  its  consent  for  a third  party  adjudicator  to 
address  the  law. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  You  have  also  been  to  the  International  Court  of  Justice. 

[See  chttp: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lil ' Wat/lawres2. html#two>  ] 

They  refused  to  hear  the  issue  on  the  grounds  that  one  of  the  parties 
represented  by  you  on  behalf  of  the  Lil'Wat  Nation  was  not  a "state". 
Correct? 

BC:  That's  right.  They  said  Lil'Wat  was  not  a "state"  for  purposes  of  the 
statute  creating  the  ICJ . 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Despite  the  fact  that  for  the  purposes  of  the  ICJ,  juridical 
purposes,  you  could  show  that  Lil'Wat  met  the  ICD  criteria. 

BC:  Well,  it  was  at  least  arguable,  in  the  sense  that  the  1704  case  that 
resolves  the  issue  [Mohegans  v.  Connecticut]  constitutionally,  at  the  same 
time  resolved  the  international  law  issue. 

[See  <http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/oicl704.html>  ] 

That  international  law  issue  being  whether  native  nations  are 
juristically  sovereign  or  sovereign  for  the  purposes  of  being  able  to 
insist  upon  independent  and  impartial  third  party  adjudication  in  the 
international  arena.  That  case  has  been  buried  since  that  time.  The 
proposition  that  I attempted  to  put  before  the  International  Court  of 
Justice  was  that  it  might  arguably  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  test  for 
ICJ  jurisdiction.  The  ICJ  never  did  address  the  issue.  The  bureaucracy  of 
the  Court  essentially  stonewalled  it  and  refused  to  put  the  issue  before 
the  Court. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  So  this  is  a watershed  then.  You  have  exhausted  the  domestic 
system  of  legal  remedies.  You  have  been  to  courts  below  and  now  the  highest 
court  in  the  land  now  says  the  issue  is  not  of  public  importance  and  won't 
address  it.  Correct? 

BC:  Well,  we've  exhausted  the  domestic  legal  system  certainly,  but  over  the 
past  five  years  or  so  we've  also  exhausted  the  international  system  such  as 
it  is  too. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  So  this  is  an  important  juncture  then.  Would  you  agree? 

BC:  Yes.  Any  pretence  that  the  rule  of  law  is  other  than  a hoax  is 
demonstrably  a pretence. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Meanwhile  the  case  that  does  seem  to  be  on  everyone's  lips  here 
is  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada's  recent  Delgamuukw  decision.  You've  had  a 
chance  to  read  the  judgment,  [which  can  be  viewed  online  at: 

<http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/97delrul . html>  ] 

What  is  the  significance  of  this  case  to  you? 

BC:  The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  makes  clear  that  the  Delgamuukw  case  meant 
absolutely  nothing.  It  was  sent  back  to  trial.  The  slate  is  completely 
wiped  clean.  Aside  from  that  the  SCC  made  some  obiter  dicta  - some 
by-the-by  comments  - which  are  of  no  significance  for  precedent  purposes. 

So  the  Delgamuukw  case,  at  this  stage,  is  of  no  significance  whatsoever. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  It  doesn't  define  what  aboriginal  rights  are? 

BC:  Of  course  not.  The  only  ones  that  would  possibly  pretend  that 
Delgamuukw  was  relevant  to  the  issue  are  the  lawyers  who  argued  it  and  want 
to  puff  themselves  up  and  try  to  pretend  they  contributed  something  to 
legal  history  to  justify  their  incomes  or  the  Indian  Industry.  In  BC  and 


elsewhere  the  Native  rights/Human  rights  industry  is  in  the  habit  of 
chasing  its  tail  and  going  around  in  circles.  Anyway,  Delgamuukw  is 
nothing. 

5.1.5.1.5. :  And  yet  there  are  lots  of  negotiations  and  statements  being 
made  supposedly  on  the  basis  of  that  case. 

BC:  Yes,  well  BC  is  a theatre  of  the  absurd  operating  totally  outside  of 
the  rule  of  law. 

5.1.5.1.5.  : I think  I would  have  to  agree  with  that.  I suspect  this  is 
now  a kind  of  legal  juncture  for  you  personally  ? 

BC:  Yes.  For  25  years  I have  been  attempting  to  persuade  native  peoples 
that  the  rule  of  law  was  not  a hoax.  One  can't  really  say  or  decide  that 
judges  are  without  integrity  or  corrupt  until  one  has  done  everything 
possible  to  equip  those  judges  with  the  facts  and  law  which  will  permit 
them  to  do  the  right  thing.  We  have  now  done  that.  In  my  view  there  is  no 
doubt  whatsoever  that  the  bench  and  bar  in  Canada  and  British  Columbia  are 
totally  without  integrity. The  rule  of  law  doesn't  begin  to  function.  I 
suppose,  to  some  extent,  I owe  those  native  clients  for  whom  I've  been 
acting  an  apology  for  having  suggesting  that  otherwise  might  be  the  case. 

5.1.5.1.5. :  Thank  you  for  this. 

BC:  Thank  you  also. 


"Kill  this  Clark  and  smear  the  prick  and  everyone  with  him." 

--  Dennis  Ryan,  RCMP  negotiator,  RCMP  training  tapes,  introduced  as 
evidence  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  trial.  Cited  in  The  Province,  Tuesday, 
February  4,  1997 

"The  genocide  of  which  Clark  speaks  is  real... we  are  sympathetic  moreover, 
to  his  assertion  the  courts  are  unwilling  to  hear  his  arguments." 

--  from  the  decision  of  the  Upper  Canada  Law  Society  overturning  BC's 
attempts  to  have  Clark  disbarred.  Dune  1996 

More  information  on  the  Gustafsen  case: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ gustmain . html 

WE  DEMAND  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  AND  FREEDOM  FOR  THE  TS'PETEN 
DEFENDERS.  WE  DEMAND  AN  END  TO  CANADIAN  COLONIALIST  CRIMES  OF  FRAUD, 
USURPATION,  ECOCIDE  AND  GENOCIDE.  FREEDOM! 
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P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Plymouth  Case"  

Date:  Sun,  17  May  1998  15:39:52  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  <uainel9@idt . net> 

Sub j : 5/17  Action  Update  re  Plymouth  case 

UUCP  email 

THURSDAY,  3UNE  11,  10:30  A.M.:  ALL  OUT  TO  WAREHAM  DISTRICT  COURT  TO  SUPPORT 
THE  PLYMOUTH  25! 

Greetings,  sisters  and  brothers.  Below  is  a very  important  update 
regarding  what  is  happening  with  the  case  of  the  people  who  were  arrested 
at  the  National  Day  of  Mourning  in  Plymouth,  Mass,  on  November  27,  1997. 

1.  LEGAL  AND  ACTION  UPDATE:  We  went  to  the  Wareham 

(Massachusetts)  District  Court  on  Friday  morning.  May  1.  It  was  a 


beautiful  and  sunny  morning.  The  area  by  the  courthouse  is  pretty,  with  a 
number  of  trees.  We  saw  a hawk  flying  overhead  as  we  pulled  into  the 
parking  lot  at  the  court.  A number  of  supporters  again  came  to  the  court 
to  let  it  be  known  that  we  were  not  alone.  We  were  buoyed  by  their 
continuous  presence  and  cheered  by  the  sight  of  their  faces.  Many  of  us 
embraced . 

The  picture  inside  the  court  was  not  so  pretty.  We  were  before  an 
assignment  judge,  whose  task  it  is  to  hear  pretrial  motions  and  to  assign 
us  a trial  date. 

The  prosecutor  had  a motion  with  him  demanding  that  we  be  separated  into 
5 different  groups  of  defendants  and  have  five  separate  trials.  He  said 
he  had  not  had  a chance  to  get  a copy  of  this  motion  to  any  of  our  five 
lawyers.  The  judge,  however,  seemed  to  be  quite  familiar  with  it.  In 
fact,  she  let  it  be  known  that  she  had  already  decided  that  the  defendants 
should  be  separated  from  each  other. 

The  prosecutor's  ostensible  reason  for  attempting  to  group  us  into 
separate  trials  was  that  a jury  "would  face  an  insurmountable  task"  and 
"inevitable  confusion"  in  trying  to  distinguish  among  the  defendants.  In 
other  words,  the  prosecutor  was  saying  that  he  thinks  juries  are  stupid. 

The  judge's  intransigence  was  met  with  disbelief  and  murmurs  of  "No!" 
from  the  defendants  and  from  our  supporters.  Our  lawyers  insisted  that 
she  had  to  give  them  time  to  prepare  a motion  and  to  argue  why  we  should 
not  be  separated.  They  argued  that  there  was  not  a reason  in  the  world 
why  we  could  not  have  a joint  trial.  In  fact,  it  made  more  sense  and 
would  cost  much  less  money  to  try  us  together. 

Finally,  the  judge  was  forced  to  back  down  temporarily,  and  agreed  that 
motions  and  oral  arguments  would  be  heard  on  Dune  11  at  11  a.m. 

Although  our  attendance  is  not  compulsory,  we  WILL  be  in  court  that  day. 
In  fact,  we  are  asking  our  supporters  to  do  everything  possible  to  come  to 
Wareham  that  day  and  to  show  that  they  stand  with  us.  We  will  not  let  the 
court  system  just  go  ahead  and  hand  down  decisions  without  anyone  there 
and  without  a whimper  of  protest.  We  will  show  the  judge  and  anyone  else 
who  is  there  with  one  voice  that  we  do  not  want  to  be  separated. 

The  state  and  the  prosecutor  know  perfectly  well  that  it  will  put  us  at 
a terrible  disadvantage  if  they  sever  our  cases  and  make  us  go  through 
several  trials.  Our  legal  team  could  not  possibly  cover  all  of  those 
trials.  Many  of  the  defendants  would  be  forced  to  take  court-appointed 
lawyers  who  are  not  even  remotely  interested  in  Day  of  Mourning  or  the 
merits  of  our  case.  Our  witnesses  could  not  possibly  keep  coming  to  court 
for  so  many  cases.  These  witnesses  are  more  than  willing  to  take  a day  or 
two  off  from  work  or  school  in  order  to  tell  the  truth  in  a court.  But  no 
one  would  be  able  to  take  off  5 or  10  or  more  days  to  do  so.  According  to 
our  lawyers,  we  could  not  even  testify  for  each  other  at  each  other's 
trials  because  of  pending  criminal  charges.  It  would  of  course  be  harder 
for  our  supporters  to  come  to  all  of  these  separate  trials. 

This  is  a continued  political  attack  on  the  part  of  the  state,  which  is 
clearly  trying  to  divide  us  and  try  to  weaken  us. 

We  will  not  allow  our  message  or  our  struggle  to  be  diluted.  We  were 
arrested  together.  If  the  state  continues  to  insist  on  going  forward  with 
this  absurd  prosecution,  then  we  want  to  be  tried  together. 

We  are  asking  that  our  supporters  in  the  region  come  stand  with  us  on 
Thursday,  Dune  11  at  Wareham  District  Court.  At  this  point,  we  are 
planning  to  meet  outside  the  courthouse  at  10:30  a.m.  We  will  send 
further  information  at  a later  date.  [Directions  to  Wareham  District 
Court  can  be  found  at  our  website.] 

2.  WE  STILL  NEED  LETTERS:  We  are  continuing  to  ask  that  supporters 

gather  letters  of  support  from  organizations  and  individuals.  Please 
address  them  "To  Whom  It  May  Concern"  and  forward  them  to  UAINE  so  that  we 
can  then  show  them  to  the  "authorities"  at  a later  date.  Or  you  can 
address  them  to  Michael  D.  Sullivan,  Plymouth  County  District  Attorney,  32 
Belmont  Street,  P.0.  Box  1665,  Brockton,  MA  02403  (but  please  make  sure  to 
send  us  a copy ! ) . 

We  are  VERY  happy  to  announce  that  the  former  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States,  Ramsey  Clark,  recently  sent  us  a letter  indicating  his 
support  for  our  case  and  our  struggle!  We  are  also  beginning  to  get 


letters  of  support  from  labor  organizations,  including  Joseph  Faherty  of 
the  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO!  We  have  received  letters  and  petitions  not 
only  from  all  across  North  America,  but  also  from  France,  Belgium,  England, 
and  other  countries.  As  soon  as  we  get  a chance,  we  will  post  a listing 
of  organizational  and  other  supporters  at  our  website. 

The  petitions  and  letters  and  e-mails  and  telephone  calls  are  all 
starting  to  pay  off.  Politicians,  officials  from  the  Plymouth  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  others  are  now  publicly  saying  they  are  worried  that  their 
tourism  industry  is  suffering  from  the  negative  publicity  surrounding 
their  assault  on  us  last  "thanksgiving."  (Gee,  guys,  maybe  you  should 
have  thought  of  that  BEFORE  you  sent  the  cops  to  attack  us!)  More  details 
on  this  in  a later  posting. 

3.  REMEMBER  THE  PRISONERS!  As  we  enjoy  this  beautiful  spring, 

please  do  not  forget  the  prisoners,  such  as  Leonard  Peltier  and  Mumia  Abu 
Jamal  and  so  many  others,  who  do  not  even  have  the  opportunity  to  breathe 
the  sweet  air  and  who  live  walled  in  a concrete  world.  Just  a few  days 
ago,  Leonard  was  once  again  denied  any  kind  of  parole  possibility.  Please 
visit  our  website  at  http://idt.net/~uainel9  for  links  to  homepages  for 
Leonard  and  Mumia  so  that  you  can  find  out  more  information  about  their 
cases  and  find  out  what  you  can  do  to  help.  We  are  calling  upon  all  who 
read  these  words  to  make  or  renew  a vow  to  fight  for  freedom  for  Leonard 
and  all  political  prisoners.  Leonard  has  said  many  times,  "The  courts  will 
not  free  me.  Only  the  people's  struggle  will  free  me." 

We  are  not  vanishing.  We  are  not  conquered.  We  are  as  strong  as  ever. 
United  American  Indians  of  New  England 
P.0.  Box  7501 
Quincy,  MA  02269 

Visit  our  website  at:  http://idt.net/~uainel9 

SUPPORT  NATIVE  AMERICANS  --  BOYCOTT  PLYMOUTH! 

- — "RE:  Re-Awakening  of  Mexica  People"  - 

Date:  Wed,  13  May  1998  16:43:06  -0500 

From:  "Frank  Blazquez"  <Frank_Blazquez@ipsd . org> 

Sub j : Good  Work  !!!  Tiahui  from  Chicago 

UUCP  email 

Cualli  tonal  (good  day)  Gary, 

My  name  (colonized  version)  is  Frank  Blazquez.  I am  44  years  old,  live  in 
the  Chicago  area,  and  am  of  Mexica  (Aztec)  and  Chichimeca  blood.  To  the 
majority  of  the  population  I am  called  either  "Hispanic"  or  "Latino",  2 
grossly  offending  labels  to  those  of  us  on  the  Mexicayotl  (Red  Road).  You 
see  our  people  have  been  asleep  for  over  477  years.  In  June  of  1521,  our 
cities  in  the  central  valley  of  Anahuac  (Mexico)  were  destroyed  and 
pillaged  by  the  Spaniards  (Cortes  and  Catholic  church).  Since  that  time  our 
people,  which  are  part  of  the  First  Nations,  have  been  following  mandates 
set  down  by  our  Tlatoani's  (leaders).  We  were  to  go  underground  and  protect 
our  traditions,  languages,  stories,  ceremonies,  etc.  until  the  time  of  a 
New  Sun  was  upon  us.  We  are  in  those  times  now,  with  our  young  people 
waking  up  to  the  wisdom  and  stories  of  our  ancestors.  I am  a Mexica 
Spiritual  leader  here  in  our  Chicago  area  and  I am  working  with  youth  from 
the  urban  areas.  Our  goal  right  now  is  to  awaken  as  many  of  our  Mexica 
people  to  our  true  heritage,  our  true  identities  and  our  true  paths.  We 
have  Mexica  elders  that  have  been  handed  the  duties  of  teaching  us  "La 
Mexicanidad",  our  Native  American  Identities.  Over  80%  of  Mexican  people 
today  are  of  pure  "Indian"  or  mixed  "Indian"  blood,  without  a single  trace 
of  Spanish,  French  or  English  blood.  But  the  euro-centric  schools  do  not 
teach  us  these  stories.  Instead  we  are  "brainwashed"  and  "programmed"  to 
believe  we  are  a new  race,  the  Mexican  race.  Fortunately  we  have  been 
successful  in  resisting  the  colonization  and  Christianization  process  by 
reclaiming  our  true  heritage.  We  are  re-surfacing  as  Mexica,  Purepechas, 
Huichols,  Mayan,  Huasteca,  Tarahumara,  Yaqi,  Sonoran,  Chichimeca,  Totonac, 
Toltec,  Zapotec,  Mixtec,  etc. 


My  goal,  as  I approach  my  golden  years,  is  to  spread  our  teachings  to  as 
many  youth  and  adults  as  possible.  We  have  an  extensive  mailing  list  of 
prisoners  as  well.  We  constitute  the  largest  Native  American  group  anywhere 
on  this  continent,  and  by  recent  US  Census  reports,  our  numbers  will  be 
approaching  almost  35  to  38  % of  the  total  US  population  within  70  years. 

Our  elders  tell  us  that  a unification  of  all  the  original  First  Nations 
(500  Nations)  is  necessary  to  accomplish  some  of  our  visions.  (A  return  to 

taking  care  of  each  other  and  Mother  Earth  is  a good  start). 

Anyway,  just  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  this  "re-awakening"  of  Mexica 
people  is  real  and  growing.  We  have  been  invited  to  Sundance  at  Big 
Mountain  by  Joseph  Chasing  Horse.  We  are  making  all  possible  connections 
with  all  Nations  to  ensure  a "better"  future  for  our  young  people.  We  have 

been  holding  sweats  here  for  high  school  and  college  kids.  We  warn  them  not 

to  romanticize  after  the  ceremonies  but  to  use  the  ceremonies  as  a 
springboard  to  "spiritual  enlightenment"  and  social  awareness.  And  of  course 
to  stop  the  senseless  violence  in  the  urban  areas.  We  have  to  support  all 
indigenous  causes,  not  just  attend  ceremonies. 

I would  like  to  contribute  stories  to  your  newsletter  in  the  future!! 

In  the  Spirit  Of  Our  Ancestors, 

Mexica  Tiahui, 

Frank  Blazquez 

home  email  address:  mexicapride@earthlink. net 

"RE : Done  Time?"  

Date:  Fri,  15  May  1998  01:23:08  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Done  time? 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d'laan'te' . . . The  pus-faced  slimeball  who's  been  harassing  everyone  of 
worth  on  this  ng  has  now  brought  up  what  he  thinks  is  a derogatory  mark 
about  Indian  people...  having  a prison  record.  So  let's  talk  a bit  about 
this  subject...  crime  & punishment  & prison  & Indians. 

Proportionately  in  North  America,  more  Indian  people  are  in  jails  & 
prisons  today  than  any  other  "ethnic  group".  Ever  wonder  why?  I don't. 
Indians  (&  I mean  the  people  of  the  Nations,  not  those  that  pretend  like 
the  white-bread  middle-class  moron  that  raised  the  issue  in  his  post  to 
Sheridan)  are  born  enraged.  The  Rage  permeates  the  air  of  the  first  breath 
drawn,  the  pain  of  being  dispossessed  of  birthright,  of  language,  of 
homeland,  of  rights,  the  constant  assault  on  dignity  by  the  very  existence 
of  the  society  built  on  the  bones  of  one's  family...,  families  that  aren't 
even  acknowledged  by  that  "society"...,  the  "not  measuring  up"  to 
standards  that  are  foreign  to  the  heart  & soul  & everyday  reality  of  the 
families  of  the  Nations...  The  pain  one  feels...,  the  deep  sense  of 
sharing  that  brings  one  to  share  the  pain  of  everyone  you  grow  up  with, 
adults  & children  alike...  constant,  non-stop  pain  that  accumulates  in 
wave  after  wave,  from  so  many  sources  you  flail  out  wildly,  flail  against 
yourself  with  booze  or  a rope  around  your  neck  to  dull  the  pain,  pain  so 
big  you  want  to  scream,  but  don't  know  what  to  scream,  or  who  to  scream 
at...  The  Rage....  being  Indian  in  today's  North  America... 

So  let's  talk  about  this  so-called  "stigma"  of  having  a prison  record... 
right  here  in  the  open  on  this  ng... 

I freely  admit  that  I have  done  time.  Not  just  the  short-time  bits  (local 
& provincial  jails,  where  people  sentenced  to  bits  of  2yrs  less  a day  or 
less  serve  their  time,  which  I attribute  to  my  being  "young  & 
stupid"/drunk)  but  hard  time.,  federal  pens,  for  sentences  2yrs  or  more.  I 
was  charged  with  2nd  degree  murder  & copped  it  down  to  a guilty  plea  on 
manslaughter.  Big  deal.  I feel  bad  about  it  because  of  the  pain  my  absence 
inflicted  on  my  family,  period.  Were  my  victim  to  rise  from  the  grave  I'd 
probably  shoot  the  s.o.b.  again,  but  I'd  definitely  be  more  discreet  about 
it  this  time  around.  I wa  sober  & not  young  or  stupid  when  I killed  this 
"thing".  I've  shared  that  story  with  one  or  two  I trust  here.  The 
sub-human  I rubbed  out  did  something  sub-human  to  someone  very  precious  to 


me...  one  of  my  children.  I refuse  to  give  more  of  that  very  private 
matter  here,  save  to  say  that  the  few  with  whom  I shared  my  story  have 
told  me  that  they  might  have  done  the  same...  I used  my  time  "inside"  to 
write  my  Master's  thesis.,  which  I submitted  but  never  defended  because  I 
was  paroled  & had  kids  to  feed  immediately  on  my  release. 

Imprisonment  is  the  most  severe  sanction  short  of  death  that  can  be 
inflicted  on  any  human  being.  It  is  hell,  pure  & simple.  Freedom,  personal 
liberty  is  so  very  precious  that  many  who  read  this  would  lay  down  their 
lives  to  preserve  it,  without  a doubt.  I couldn't  care  less  if  you  locked 
somebody  up  in  the  presidential  suite  at  the  Ritz  Hotel...  it  would  still 
be  hell  on  earth.  And  hard-time,  long-term  incarceration  (not  the 
drunk-tank  most  men  on  this  ng  are  familiar  with)  is  sure  not  the  Ritz. 

John  Q.  Public  cries  out  that  "prisons  are  not  harsh  enough"  because  some 
prisoners  have  tv's  or  can  watch  an  occasional  movie.  I wish  those 
loudmouths  would  spend  a week  in  a prison,  or  better  yet,  that  their  sons 
would.  They'd  shutup  in  a hurry.  Guaranteed. 

The  screws  (guards)  are  turned  into  animals  by  the  very  nature  of  the 
power  they  hold  over  the  inmates,  (refer  to  the  overwhelming  & dramatic 
proof  of  this  phenomenon  in  the  famous  experiment  reported  by  Haney,  C. 
Banks,  C.  & Zimbardo,  P.  - "Interpersonal  Dynamics  in  a Simulated  Prison", 
1973,  International  Journal  of  Criminology  and  Penology  1,  69-97) (&  if  that 
incredible  study  isn't  enough  to  convince  you  that's  true  I can  refer  you 
to  a dozen  more).  Want  an  example?  Try  this... 

I'm  in  deep-seg  (aka,  "the  hole")  for  2 weeks  "discipline"  for  telling  a 
screw  he  was  an  asshole  for  leaving  my  grandmother  standing  outside  in 
45-below  for  over  an  hour  because  her  name  wasn't  on  my  "list  of 
pre-approved  visitors".  (I  hadn't  put  her  on  my  list  because  I never 
expected  her  to  travel  the  800  miles  from  home  to  visit.)  Now  it  was  New 
year's  Eve.  Deep-seg.  A stainless  steel  toilet.  A roll  of  toilet  paper. 
Cement  box  6'x8'.  Nothing  else.  No  window.  A light  behind  a grill  in  the 
ceiling  that  never  goes  out.  You're  wearing  a pair  of  coveralls.  No  other 
clothing  of  any  kind  permitted.  At  10PM  a mattress  & a blanket  come  flying 
through  the  door,  to  be  removed  at  6:30AM.  The  eye  slot  in  the  steel  door 
slides  open  at  least  once  an  hour,  for  a second,  then  slams  shut.  A tray 
with  the  crap-o ' -the-day  slides  through  a bigger  slot  at  the  bottom  of  the 
door  3 times  a day,  & if  you  don't  slide  it  out  when  the  slot  opens  15 
minutes  later,  the  screws  come  in  & "do  a number  on  you"  with  batons  & 
boots  for  putting  them  to  the  extra  effort  of  having  to  open  your  cell 
door  to  take  it.  Melmac  dishes  bowls  & cup.  No  knife  or  fork.  A plastic 
spoon  for  everything.  Since  you  can't  see  daylight  or  night,  sometimes 
"for  fun"  they  bring  you  your  tray  2 or  3 times  within  4,6,8  hours...  then 
not  again  for  24-36  hours...  your  head  gets  messed  up,  & you  can't  recall 
whether  you've  been  in  the  hole  a week  or  a month...  Games  they  play... 

Some  guys  get  "forgotten"  in  there  for  over  a year...  "administrative 
oversight"...  The  screws  get  bored.  Sometimes,  to  break  that  boredom,  if 
you're  "doing  the  walk"  (pacing  from  one  wall  to  the  other  with  a quick 
pivot  at  each  end,  which  you  do  for  hour  after  hour  to  tire  yourself 
enough  to  drop  to  sleep  of  exhaustion,  to  not  think)  they  wait  till  you 
reach  the  end  of  your  walk  closest  to  the  door  & they  mace  you  through  the 
eyehole,  letting  out  a whoop  of  laughter  as  you  writhe  on  the  cement 
floor.  If  you  curse  them  it's  an  excuse  to  call  their  buddies  in  & they 
come  storming  into  your  cell  in  a group  of  4-6  & stomp  you  into  pulp.  If 
you  put  up  more  than  token  resistance  you'll  probably  be  "found  hanging"  in 
your  cell  the  next  morning,  "an  apparent  suicide".  That  happened  at  least 
once  a week,  sometimes  3 or  4 times  a week,  in  every  one  of  the  5 pens  I 
was  in  during  the  39+  mths  I did  inside  on  that  5 year  bit. 

A couple  of  guys  I don't  know  but  can  hear  down  the  range  are  totally 
flipped...,  gibbering,  laughing  hysterically  one  minute,  & sobbing  the 
next.  Normally  the  screws  would  go  shut  them  up,  easy  to  do  while  they're 
in  a strait- jacket , as  all  the  loonies  wear  24hrs  on  24.  But  they're  busy 
partying  tonight.  It's  the  holidays.  The  time  when  everyone  (including 
prison  inmates)  is  thinking  of  family...,  we're  all  "doing  hard  time."... 
The  screws  were  celebrating,  drunk  as  lords  & hooting  it  up,  safe  from 
supervisors  who  were  at  home  for  the  holidays...  one  screw  gets  a "fun 
idea"  & staggers  through  the  seg-block,  slipping  razor  blades  under  the 


doors  & yelling,  "Do  the  world  a favor  scum,  use  it!"  Two  guys  did.  They 
carried  out  their  corpses  the  next  morning...  "Rehabilitated".  That's  how 
these  "decent  defenders  of  public  security"  have  fun,  before  going  home  to 
their  wives  & kids  & telling  their  friends  about  the  "sub-humans"  they 
watch  over. . . 

Outside  of  seg,  on  the  range  in  every  block,  you're  constantly  on  guard. 
You  walk  with  your  back  to  the  wall  as  much  as  possible.  Any  gesture,  any 
look  can  be  the  wrong  one...  sitting  in  the  wrong  chair  in  the  mess  hall.; 
laughing  when  someone  drops  something. . . saying  you  hate  a baseball 
team...  Anything,  real  or  imagined,  perceived  as  a slight  can  get  you 
killed  or  force  you  to  kill,  because  if  you  allow  yourself  to  be  "dissed" 
then  you're  fair  game  for  the  pack  to  tear  apart.  Everyone  has  a "pick",  a 
blade  of  some  sharpened  or  pointed  piece  of  metal,  stashed  somewhere.  I 
learned  that  even  a bic  pen  can  stab  like  a bayonet.  A half-inch  of  razor 
blade  melted  into  the  handle  of  a toothbrush  can  slit  a throat.  A 
fist-sized  rock  from  the  yard  in  the  end  of  a sock  can  splatter  someone's 
brains  all  over  the  wall...  You  don't  tease  & don't  allow  yourself  to  be 
teased.  You  don't  whistle  or  allow  anyone  else  to  whistle.  You  don't  talk 
to  screws  unless  they  talk  to  you,  & even  then  you  make  sure  few  words  are 
spoken  & that  they're  witnessed  if  possible,  or  you  could  be  labelled 
"rat"  or  "snitch",  which  means  your  death,  or  at  the  very  least  a "blanket 
party",  with  a blanket  thrown  over  your  head  & beaten  by  anyone  in 
reach . . . 

Your  world  has  no  colors.  No  children.  No  flowers.  Only  the  lucky  ever 
see  the  moon...,  the  stars.  Too  little  laughter.  Too  many  tears.  You  can't 
just  make  yourself  a sandwich  if  you  get  the  urge.  Or  take  a walk.  Or  be 
alone.  You  can't  pick  up  the  phone  to  call  a friend.  You  can't  decide  to 
wear  your  other  shirt,  or  stay  up  for  that  movie  on  tv...  you  can't  hug  or 
be  hugged. If  you  bitch  or  complain  then  you're  labeled  'a  manipulator", 
assert  yourself  & you're  "aggressive",  withdraw  & you're  "anti-social"... 
it's  all  a lose-lose  situation... 

The  ONLY  salvation  of  sanity  for  Indians  in  this  disneyland  of  the  macab 
is  "the  brotherhood".  There's  a brotherhood  in  every  pen  in  the  Americas. 
The  Indian  brotherhood.  In  Canada  it's  even  an  "officially  recognized  and 
sanctioned  organization  for  Native  Inmates",  on  par  with  the  normal  Inmate 
Committee,  in  every  "institution".  The  brotherhood  is  pan-Indian,  insofar 
as  it  doesn't  matter  what  your  Nation  is...  you're  all  brothers.  You  watch 
each  other's  backs.  You  "keep  six"  (ie,  watch  out  for  approaching  screws) 
when  a group  is  relaxing,  shooting  the  breeze  with  lowered  guard  now  & 
then,  or  "talking  up"  a brother  who  is  down,  ready  to  do  himself  in,  who 
just  can't  take  it  anymore...,  or  when  a group  is  smoking  a smuggled-in 
joint,  or  checking  the  fermentation  on  a stash  of  prison-hooch  (small 
batches  of  fermented  garbage  that'll  peel  paint  off  walls)...  or  when  the 
group  is  taking  care  of  a rat  or  a snitch....  Come  hell  or  high  water,  you 
stand  up  for  & with  your  brothers.  The  brotherhood.  It  keeps  you  sane.  It 
keeps  you  alive. 

Now  you  know  why  I said  I'd  rather  stand  with  or  sit  with  someone  who's 
done  time,  regardless  of  their  Nation  or  their  "blood  quantum",  than 
anyone  who's  never  been  entombed  in  a cement  box.  Brothers.  Even  now,  20 
yrs  later,  & for  the  rest  of  my  life...  family. 

That's  my  start  on  this  thread  of  prison  & Indians...  Next?  At  least  35% 
& some  places  in  North  America  up  to  75%,  of  all  the  prison  inmates  are 
Indian...  who  else  on  this  ng  is  a brother...,  who  will  stand  up  now  next 
to  me? 


"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  18  May  1998  23:14:49  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 


incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please  e-mail 
Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for  giving  this 
list  a home  on  the  web. 


Miller,  Robert  L.R. 

Mills,  Calvin  Thomas 

#191-152-MC 

#289-039 

PO  Box  740 

PO  Box  511 

London,  OH  43140-0740 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Date  of  Birth:  1/9/75 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Moffo,  Sr.,  Christopher  lames 
#199-502 

Moore,  Ray  R. 

PO  Box  56 

#224-426 

Lebanon,  OH  45036 

PO  Box  511 

Date  of  Birth:  12/21/60 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Ancestry:  Chiricahua  Apache 

Date  of  Birth:  4/2/25 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Morosky,  Eric  Allen 
#270-506 

Morris,  Michael  Lee 

PO  Box  5500 

#296-786 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 

PO  Box  511 

Date  of  Birth:  8/18/66 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Newcomb,  John  Wayne 

Myers,  Joseph  Michael 

#285-267 

#R143-651 

PO  Box  511 

PO  Box  5500 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 

Date  of  Birth:  3/7/61 

Date  of  Birth:  9/13/67 

Ancestry:  Lakota 

Ancestry:  Apache  / Cherokee 

Norris,  Matthew  Gene 

Newsome,  Charles  M 

#A225-147 

#219-573 

PO  Box  69 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 

Date  of  Birth:  8/6/63 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

London,  OH  43140 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly.  If 
your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice.  Inquire 
about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can  help  you  with 
this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved,  please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily  banned 
may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"01"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 


Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  11  May  1998  21:57:07  -0400 

Sub j : HISTORY  - A HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO  - CARLISLE  - WEEK  54 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STHOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  HOUSE  BY  THE  SIDE  OF  THE  ROAD 


I know  there  are  brook-gladdened  meadows  ahead 
And  mountains  of  wearisome  height. 

That  the  road  passes  on  through  the  long  afternoon. 

And  stretches  away  to  the  night. 

But  still  I rejoice  when  the  travelers  rejoice. 

And  weep  with  the  strangers  that  moan. 

Nor  live  in  my  house  by  the  side  of  the  road. 

Like  a man  who  dwells  alone. 

Let  me  live  in  my  house  by  the  side  of  the  road. 

Where  the  race  of  men  go  by: 

They  are  good,  they  are  bad,  they  are  weak,  they  are  strong. 
Wise,  foolish.  So  am  I. 

Then  why  should  I sit  in  the  scorner's  seat. 

Or  hurl  the  cynic's  ban? 

Let  me  live  in  my  house  by  the  side  of  the  road. 

And  be  a friend  to  man. 

- SAM  WALTER  FOSS. 


A PLUCKY  INDIAN  FARMER-BOY. 


Some  of  the  parents  at  home  are  not  able  to  see  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  through  their  children  being  sent  out  to  work  on  farms. 

They  do  not  see  that  when  a child  has  been  at  school  for  a number  of 
months  it  is  good  for  his  or  her  health  to  have  change  of  food  and 
change  of  air. 

They  do  not  see  that  the  individual  training  in  business  habits  which 
a boy  receives  who  works  by  the  side  of  or  for  an  intelligent  farmer  is 

of  priceless  value  to  the  boy,  and  that  it  is  a practical  experience  he 

can  get  in  no  other  way. 

They  do  not  see  that  it  makes  a boy  independent  and  manly  to  work  out 

by  himself  and  for  himself,  and  to  receive  money  for  a little  bank 

account  of  his  own. 

Most  of  the  parents  have  full  confidence  in  Carlisle's  methods,  and 
are  willing  for  us  to  do  as  we  see  the  needs  of  their  children  require. 

A few  boys  and  girls  we  cannot  give  the  advantages  of  country  homes, 
for  they  are  naughty  and  bad,  and  need  almost  constant  disciplining. 

Others  are  given  advantages  in  different  directions,  but  when  all 


conditions  are  favorable,  the  opportunities  afforded  in  good  country 
homes  are  offered  to  the  deserving.  They  are  never  forced  to  go  out. 

The  pupils  themselves  seize  these  opportunities  with  eagerness,  and 
that  the  school  and  its  ways  are  appreciated,  is  shown  by  these  extracts 
from  an  Indian  boy's  letter: 

He  says: 

"DEAR  CAPT.  PRATT: — I am  in  good  health  only  this  that  I received  a 
letter  from  my  father  and  he  says  he  did  not  send  me  here  to  work  but  to 
go  to  school,  and  he  wants  me  to  go  home  and  work  for  him;  but  I don't 
want  to  go  home.  I like  my  country  home,  and  my  patron  he  is  a good  man 
in  every  way  and  he  likes  me  also,  therefore  I do  not  want  to  go  home, 
so  please  let  me  stay  here  until  my  time  expires,  then  I will  go  back  to 
Carlisle  to  school.  My  father  has  only  six  acres  of  land  to  work  and  he 
is  well  and  strong  to  work  himself.  I want  to  stay  until  I graduate  if 
it  is  God's  will  to  let  me  live  that  long.  Therefore,  I do  not  want  to 
go  back  to  the  old  reservation  if  you  will  please  help  me  out  of  it  if 
possible.  So  please  write  to  my  father  and  tell  him  about  the  matter. 
Please  write  soon  and  let  me  know,  because  I am  in  sorrow  over  the 
matter.  Your  true  friend, " 


TOO  FILTHY  FOR  ANY  USE. 


Even  tobacco  users  will  agree  to  what  a writer  on  the  Tobacco  Habit 
says  below: 

He  says: 

"It  is  such  a filthy  habit  that  rail-road  corporations  provide 
special  cars  for  travelers  who  are  SLAVES  to  the  habit,  as  farmers 
provide  pens  for  their  swine." 


OH,  NO!  NOT  AN  INDIAN. 


TEACHER:  "Now,  Dohnny,  spell  needle." 
10HNNY:  "N-e-i-d-l-e,  needle." 

TEACHER:  "Wrong.  There  is  no  "i"  in  needle. 
10HNNY:  "Well,  'taint  a good  needle  then." 
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One  of  the  pupils  of  Chemawa,  Oregon,  wrote  in  her  uncorrected  essay: 
"The  Insergents  wont  do  a thing  to  that  armistice." 

According  to  a western  paper,  the  Cheyenne  Indians,  of  Oklahoma,  are 
indulging  in  ghost  dancing,  this  Spring.  Like  all  ghost  stories,  it  may 
be  a myth.  When  the  agent  writes  us  that  the  statement  is  true,  we  will 


believe  it  and  not  before. 


Mr.  Chas.  E.  Burton  has  been  changed  from  the  day  school  at  San 
lacinto,  California,  to  the  position  of  Supervisor  of  day  schools  at  the 
Pueblo  and  licarilla  Agency,  Santa  Fe,  N.  Mexico.  He  says  by  letter 
that  he  will  like  his  present  position  although  the  day  schools  of 
Southern  California  are  hard  to  beat. 

Howard  Gansworth, ' 94,  now  at  Princeton,  has  a friend  in 
Massachusetts,  whom  he  never  saw,  and  who,  in  referring  to  notes  of  his 
doings,  persists,  very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand,  in  calling  him  Howard  Gainsworth,  with  Gains 
underscored.  We  trust  that  he  will  continue  as  in  the  past  to  gain 
worth  with  every  added  year  of  life. 

They  seem  to  be  having  rain  in  abundance  at  our  sister  school  -- 
Haskell  Institute,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  judging  from  the  Leader,  just 
received.  We  have  had  all  of  that  damp  commodity  we  desire  this  Spring 
and  some  to  spare.  The  prophets  predict  a hot,  dry  summer.  Let  us  not 
be  too  severe  upon  the  weather  gods  for  the  over-abundance  of  dampness, 
lest  we  may  sigh  later  on  for  the  cooling  drops  which  now  annoy  some 
people,  especially  the  bicyclers. 

A cheerful  view  of  a sad  plight:  "How  are  you  getting  along  at  the 
laundry  without  the  usual  electric  power?"  asked  one  interested.  "Oh, 
very  well,"  was  the  reply.  "The  women  are  ironing  collars  by  hand;  the 
girls  are  grinding  out  sheets  and  spreads  with  handwringers . I am  only 
too  thankful  that  this  did  not  happen  during  the  winter.  There  is 
always  something  to  be  thankful  for,"  replied  the  laundress,  cheerfully, 
and  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  learned  another  lesson. 

Miss  Rote,  whom  many  of  us  remember,  and  who  now  is  identified  with 
the  interests  of  the  great  Friends'  Boarding  School  at  Westtown,  has 
been  on  a recent  trip  to  Boston.  She  says  she  noticed  while  there,  that 
the  Bostonians  are  so  very  literary  that  they  not  only  carry  books  with 
them,  but  read  as  they  walk  along  the  streets.  She  thinks  the  people  up 
that  way  are  exceedingly  cordial,  and  her  party  had  a royal  good  time  - 
a "sound"  time,  we  might  say,  for  did  she  not  go  by  Long  Island  Sound? 


Mr.  Joseph  Adams  left  for  the  Pacific  Coast  on  Wednesday  evening,  in 
company  with  Miss  Barr.  We  hope  they  will  have  a pleasant  trip  across 
the  continent.  It  will  be  an  entire  change  of  scene  and  air  to  the 
latter,  who  needs  it.  Her  duties  as  Nurse  in  Chief  of  the  hospital  are 
a strain  upon  nerve  and  strength,  Joseph  was  in  the  sophomore  class  of 
Dickinson  College,  but  has  not  been  well  for  the  past  few  months.  The 
War  breezes  which  he  will  get  straight  from  Manila  and  the  breath  from 
his  native  Oregon  fir  trees,  will  brace  him  up  we  are  sure,  so  that  he 
will  be  able  to  face  the  strongest  and  say  "How  Dewey  do?" 


Yesterday  morning  Miss  Ely  received  the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  her 
brother,  Samuel  Ely,  at  his  home  near  Kansas  City.  Mr.  Ely  had  been  in 
poor  health  for  some  time  which  caused  considerable  anxiety  on  the  part 
of  his  friends,  but  on  Wednesday  evening  a letter  came  to  Miss  Ely 
saying  that  her  brother  was  better.  This  to  be  followed  so  soon  by  a 
telegram  announcing  his  death  was  a great  shock.  Mr.  Ely,  back  in  the 
seventies,  was  United  States  Indian  Agent  for  the  Pawnees,  and  previous 
to  that  he  had  lived  among  the  Otoes  as  post-trader.  All  through  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  he  served  as  a Captain  in  the  20th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry.  He  has  a large  circle  of  friends  both  East  and  West  who  will 
mourn  his  loss. 


Abram  Isaac  went  home  to  Michigan  on  Monday  night.  We  were  sorry  to 
see  him  go,  for  he  was  a young  man  whom  everybody  esteemed  and 
respected.  His  health  demands  a change.  Abram  will  be  missed  in  the 
band  as  he  is  one  of  the  clarinetist.  He  was  quite  a musician,  playing 


the  violin  very  well  and  the  guitar.  Mr.  Gardner  treated  him  as  his 
best  carpenter.  Some  of  the  finest  Carlisle  work  at  the  Omaha 
Exposition  was  done  by  Abram.  He  would  rather  have  stayed,  but  duty 
said  Go,  and  he  obeyed.  The  best  wishes  of  every  one  who  knows  him 
attend  him  on  his  journeyings. 


The  following  teachers,  officers  and  students  went  to  Mt.  Gretna  on 
Tuesday  afternoon:  Misses  Pratt,  Cutter,  Carter,  Cochran,  Weekley, 

Pauli,  Forster,  Ericson,  Barclay,  Peter,  Robertson,  Seonia,  Hill, 
Bowersox,  McCook,  Reasoner,  Senseny,  Smith,  Complainville,  Morton,  Mrs. 
Sawyer,  Mrs.  Gallup,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  Messers.  Snyder,  Frank 
Cayou,  Doe  Blackbear,  Charles  Lowcloud,  Misses  Lettie  Scott,  Susan 
Gibbs,  Mamie  Ryan,  Olive  Choteau,  besides  the  band  and  leader,  Mr. 
Dennison  Wheelock.  They  had  a grand,  good  time  and  were  feasted  in  true 
camp  style  by  the  soldier  boys. 
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Croquet  has  taken  a new  start. 

Don't  loaf!  You  might  get  "crusty." 

Tennis  is  now  one  of  the  evening  sports. 

He  that  wins  by  wrong  doing  is  still  a loser. 

The  chess  players  at  the  school  are  Misses  Ely  and  Wood. 

Rain  prevented  the  Easton  game  with  Lafayette,  on  Saturday  last. 

Captain  Pratt  has  purchased  a new  horse,  which  is  said  to  be  a fine 
stepper,  and  a black  beauty. 

Miss  Wood  has  a new  Keating,  over  which  she  is  gaining  quiet 
mastery.  We  just  knew  she  could  if  she  "wood." 

They  have  been  passing  through  a siege  of  measles  and  mumps  at 
Hampton,  according  to  Talks  and  Thoughts. 

Miss  Ellen  Thomas,  class  '98,  left  last  week  for  Netawka  School, 
Kansas.  Ellen  has  many  friends  at  Carlisle  who  wish  her  well. 

Mrs.  Gallup  of  Greenville,  New  Jersey,  is  visiting  her  sister  Mrs. 
Thompson,  and  is  enjoying  the  wheeling  and  other  gentle  sports. 

Miss  Katherine  Williams  and  Emma  Kemp  of  Wilson  College  were  guests 
of  Miss  Richenda  Pratt  who  came  home  to  spend  Sunday. 

Sunday  was  a beautiful  day,  the  rain  came  down  softly  and  quietly 
nearly  all  day,  affording  one  an  opportunity  to  remain  indoors  for  quiet 
meditation . 

Old  "Monarch"  of  all  the  trees  on  our  campus,  the  Big  Walnut,  over  a 
hundred  years  old,  is  at  last  waking  up,  and  putting  on  his  Spring  suit 
of  green. 

David  Johnson,  with  Charles  Lowcloud  and  Hugh  Leider  as  assistants, 
are  looking  after  the  dairy  during  Mr.  Gray's  absence  on  soldier  duty 
for  his  country. 

The  Standards  will  have  their  farewell  meeting  on  Friday  evening. 

They  cordially  invite  the  faculty  of  the  school,  the  members  of  the 
other  societies  and  all  interested  to  be  present. 

Tomorrow,  our  baseball  team  will  be  the  guests  of  the  Country  Club  of 
Harrisburg  and  will  play  the  team  of  which  the  esteemed  friend  of  the 
Indians,  Mr.  Vance  McCormick,  is  the  Captain. 

Not  much  prettier  sight  can  be  witnessed  anywhere  than  the  scene  upon 
the  school  campus,  these  lovely  evenings,  after  supper.  The  girls  in 
their  white  aprons  in  contrast  with  the  beautiful  green  add  greatly  to 
its  picturesqueness. 

The  Juniors  are  organizing  as  a class,  and  hope  to  accomplish  much 
for  themselves  by  so  doing.  Nothing  does  so  much  to  unify  a class  and 
make  its  school  days  tell,  as  a class  organization,  and  a wise 
cultivation  of  lofty  class  spirit  and  pride  in  its  attainments  and 
standing.  Juniors,  we  expect  great  things  from  you.  Show  us 
scholarship,  show  us  loyalty,  show  us  manhood  and  womanhood  as  Juniors 
and  you  will  help  Carlisle  much  and  yourselves  more. 

Strawberries? 

The  side  whispers  about  the  carryings  on  in  the  solders'  camp  show  up 
the  demoralizing  side  of  war. 

Our  Sunday  service  will  be  in  the  Y.M.C.A.  Hall  during  the  summer 


months,  owing  to  repairs  in  Assembly  Hall. 

Clarinetist  J.R.  Wheelock  received  a good  musical  offer  while  at 
Gretna,  the  other  day.  We  have  not  heard  of  his  accepting. 

Never  did  trolley  bell  sound  more  welcome  than  Wednesday  morning, 
when  after  several  days'  stop  for  needed  repairs,  the  current  was  made 
to  operate  again.  We  can't  do  without  the  trolley. 

No.  2 school-room  was  closed  on  Tuesday,  one  division  of  the  same 
going  into  No.  1,  while  the  other  went  forward  to  No.  3.  This  was  done 
that  Miss  Pauli  could  be  detailed  to  hospital  service  in  the  absence  of 
the  regular  nurse. 

Assembly  Hall  is  receiving  the  touches  of  the  artistic  painter  in 
wall  and  ceiling  decorations.  On  account  of  this,  the  May  school 
entertainment  has  been  set  aside  and  the  daily  exercises  at  the  opening 
of  school  have  been  omitted.  This  gives  more  time  for  class  work  and 
study. 

The  friends  of  Mrs.  Greer,  of  Johnstown,  whom  so  many  of  us  remember 
as  Miss  Georgia  Bratton  were  pleased  to  see  her  sudden  appearance  at 
table  on  Wednesday  evening,  a guest  of  Miss  Nana  Pratt.  Not  many  of  the 
girls  who  were  here  when  Mrs.  Greer  was  identified  with  the  girls' 
quarters  are  here  now,  but  there  are  enough  of  the  old  friends  left  to 
give  her  a warm  welcome. 

The  Senior  Class  room  has  been  adorned  with  four  large  and  beautiful 
photographs  tastefully  framed.  They  are  "The  City  of  Florence,"  "The 
Palazzo  Vecchio."  "The  Cathedral,  Giotto's  Tower,"  and  "Jewelers, 
Bridge."  Miss  Cutter  and  her  class  of  '99  are  very  thankful  to  the 
generous  giver,  who  is  an  esteemed  friend  of  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Pratt,  and 
of  the  school.  The  pictures  cannot  but  prove  most  helpful  to  all  who 
study  them. 

Professor  Bakeless  visited  the  schools  of  Pittsburg  and  vicinity  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday.  He  found  a great  deal  of  excellent  up-to-date  work 
and  gained  many  valuable  and  suggestive  hints  and  helps.  The  school 
people  were  very  cordial,  courteous  and  helpful  to  him  throughout  his 
visits,  and  he  comes  back  even  more  enthusiastic  in  school  affairs  than 
before  he  went.  To  those  who  know  the  professor,  that  means  a great 
deal . 

Our  Mr.  Joseph  Jordan  is  the  Captain  of  a colored  company  in  town 
recently  organized,  whose  services  have  been  offered  for  our  country  and 
who  having  been  accepted  by  the  Governor  are  awaiting  orders.  Mr. 

Jordan  is  an  old  soldier,  having  served  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion 
under  the  lamented  General  Armstrong,  founder  of  the  normal  and 
Agricultural  Institute,  Va.  When  the  General  was  breveted  from  Colonel 
to  General  he  became  Mr.  Jordan's  Brigade  Commander.  The  latter  was 
First  Sergeant  of  Co.,  B.,  127th  Regiment  U.S.C.T. 


(page  4) 

AN  INDIAN  BOY'S  WAY  OF  THROWING  OFF  HIS  BURDEN. 


As  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  stood  watching  some  Indian  boys,  the 
other  day,  pitching  quoit,  he  noticed  that  every  now  and  then  two  of  the 
boys  would  carry  between  the  pegs  the  other  two  on  their  backs. 

"Why  do  they  do  that?"  he  asked  one  standing  near. 

"Oh,  that  is  a part  of  the  game,"  said  the  by-stander,  "The  side  that 
loses  has  to  carry  the  other  side." 

But  there  was  one  strong  boy  who  never  carried  anyone. 

Why  not? 

Did  he  always  win? 

No . 

He  was  no  better  pitcher  than  the  others,  but  this  is  the  way  he 
managed : 

When  his  side  lost  the  game,  this  boy  would  take  his  position  quietly 
for  one  on  the  opposing  side  to  climb  upon  his  back. 

Then  the  rider,  clutching  his  arms  around  the  human  pony's  neck  and 
his  legs  around  the  body,  would  call,  "Get  ep!"  but  in  a second  he 
would  land  on  the  ground. 

"I  don't  think  that  is  fair,"  said  the  Man-on-the-band-stand. 


"Certainly  it  is  fair.  If  the  fellow  cannot  stick  on  he  does  not 
deserve  the  ride/'  said  the  by-stander. 

Attempt  after  attempt  was  made,  but  had  the  winning  boy  tried  to 
mount  and  ride  a Texas  broncho  or  a Mexican  mustang  he  would  not  have 
landed  on  the  ground  the  more  certainly. 

And  finally  he  would  give  up,  leaving  the  burden  bearer  free  to  walk 
or  to  prance  snortingly  and  with  head  in  air  to  his  post,  for  another 
game. 

"There!"  said  the  M.O.T.B.S.,  taking  a sudden  inspiration  and  a 
lesson.  "That  is  the  way  to  get  rid  of  unnecessary  burdens." 

"But  there  are  some  burdens  that  we  cannot  get  rid  of,  and  we  are 
told  to  bear  one  another's  burdens,"  said  the  by-stander. 

"Very  true.  There  are  enough  of  that  kind,  but  more  than  half  of  the 
burdens  we  bear  are  either  unnecessary  or  imaginary,  and  may  be 
satisfactorily  disposed  of,  if  we  take  that  Indio-mustang  method." 


THE  ON El DAS  IN  THE  LAST  WAR.  "HE  GO  - ME  GO. 


A recent  number  of  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel  has  this  to  say: 

In  connection  with  the  visit  of  several  Oneida  Indians  to  this  city 
and  their  wish  to  enter  the  army  and  fight  the  Spaniards,  Harold  Galpin 
tells  interesting  anecdotes  about  the  behavior  of  some  of  the  same  tribe 
who  were  in  his  company  in  the  Twenty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers. 

The  Oneidas  made  the  best  of  soldiers,  but  it  was  found  to  be  the 
best  policy  to  distribute  them  among  the  whites,  as  when  they  were 
together  they  would  not  be  so  subservient  to  military  discipline  as  when 
scattered  about. 

When  they  went  into  action  they  fought  well,  but  if  they  were  sent 
out  on  skirmish  work  their  every  wish  was  gratified. 

Running  through  the  woods  with  a yell,  they  fought  with  all  the  vim 
and  effectiveness  of  their  ancestors  and  proved  valuable. 

At  first  there  was  some  difficulty  in  making  the  red  men  obey  orders, 
and  when  a sub-officer  gave  them  an  order  they  would  hunt  up  the 
superior  and  make  sure  that  the  order  was  all  right.  On  one  occasion  a 
volunteer  was  wanted  from  each  company  for  some  dangerous  vedette  work 
and  the  head  Indian  was  the  first  of  his  company  to  volunteer. 

Each  of  the  other  Indians  at  once  stepped  forward  and  refused  to 
return  to  the  ranks, 

"He  go,  me  go,"  and  they  all  went. 


OPTIMISTIC  VIEW. 


In  response  to  a notice  that  the  time  for  which  he  subscribed  had 
expired,  Mr.  D.A.L.  of  Quakertown,  N.D.,  gives  these  encouraging  words 
on  the  Indian  outlook: 

"I  do  not  wish  it  (the  HELPER)  discontinued  after  so  many  years 
familiarity  with  its  pages. 

The  outlook  for  a favorable  solution  of  the  good  cause,  grows 
brighter  as  the  years  roll  by,  and  I hope  that  in  the  not  distant 
future,  these  'savages,'  so  called  in  the  past,  and  their  descendants, 
may  participate  in  the  councils  of  our  nation,  and  peace  and  unity 
prevail . 

May  the  line  that  has  separated  the  two  races  be  obliterated,  and 
'Indian  massacres,'  and  unjust  Government  laws,  be  only  recorded  in 
history,  dark  spots  to  be  obliterated  by  justice  and  fair  dealing  in  the 
years  to  come." 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  21  letters. 

My  9,  7,  6,  20  some  cats  suffer  from. 

My  12,  11,  13  is  what  most  people  would  rather  be  than  to  be  driven. 

My  10,  8,  5 is  pleasant  in  water  on  a hot  Duly  day. 

My  14,  21,  19,  18  is  what  nearly  all  fleshy  people  would  like  to  become. 
My  3,  1,  2,  20  is  what  many  ladies  are  getting  new  about  this  time. 

My  4,  17,  15,  18  is  a fierce  animal. 


My  16,  17,  18  is  a pant  of  a fish. 

My  whole  is  what  most  of  the  Carlisle  boys  are  feverishly  waiting  for. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  war  fever. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Heros"  

Date:  Mon,  18  May  98  10:10:27  -0600 
From:  Dohn  Berry  <berryj@OKWAY.OKSTATE . EDU> 

Sub j : With  Decoration  Day  and  Memorial  Day  coming  up... 

UUCP  email 

Heros 

Dust  average  men, 
farm  hands,  a carpenter, 
an  oil  field  worker, 
some  students. 

One  Sunday  morning, 

America  went  to  war, 

the  Great  Depression, 

became  blood,  steel  and  sacrifice. 

These  average  men, 

answered  their  countries  call, 

and  went  to  war, 

in  the  Pacific  and  Europe. 

Places  far  away  from  Oklahoma, 
with  strange  names,  like, 

Guadalcanal,  New  Guinea,  Adak, 

Anzio,  Saint-Lo,  Schweinfurt. 

On  foot,  by  sea,  in  the  air. 

Engineers,  Infantry,  Navy, 
and  Air  Force,  my  uncles, 
my  father,  went  to  war. 

They  all  came  home  veterans, 
with  some  ribbons  and  medals, 
just  average  men, 
who  are  heros. 

Dohn  Berry 
Oklahoma 
C 1998 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  16  May  98  05:12:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  1-7 


IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 


Dune  was  the  time  when  the  fishermen  got  their  a-ei  nets  in  readiness  for 
catching  the  opelu,  procuring  in  advance  the  sticks  to  use  for  keeping  its 
mouth  open. 

1 

To  walk  between  the  islands  is  a secret  of  the  ancients. 

2 

Summer  rain  is  illuminated  by  the  beauty  of  a rainbow. 

3 

Time  is  little  more  than  a kiss  of  wind  upon  the  land. 

4 

The  lullabies  of  night  creatures  sing  me  to  my  dreams. 

5 

To  the  youthful  heart,  the  whole  world  is  filled  with  wonder. 

6 

The  fragrance  of  summer  blossoms  pervades  my  dreams. 

7 

Waste  nothing  --  use  every  gift  the  land  gives  you. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : The  Healing  Of  The  Spirit  Conference"  

Date:  Mon,  18  May  1998  16:51:42  -0500 

From:  Robert  Harvey  Manning  <manning@metro2. kl2.mn.us> 

Sub j : Important  Meeting 

Martina  Looking  Horse  asked  that  I have  the  attached  message  posted  on 
as  many  bulletin  boards  as  possible.  Could  you  please  post?  Thank  you. 

Bob  Manning 

Announcing- -The  Healing  Of  The  Spirit  Conference 

The  community  of  Green  Grass,  South  Dakota  would  like  to  invite  you 
to  the  second  annual  conference  on  Dune  25  and  26,  1998.  There  will 
be  a pow  wow  following  the  conference  on  Dune  27  and  28,  1998. 

Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  persons  who  are  interested  should  be  part 
of  this  conference.  The  conference  will  be  open  to  all  others  who 
feel  they  could  contribute  in  some  way. 

CONFERENCE--There  will  be  a two-day  conference  where  these  issues 
will  be  featured.  EXPLOITATION-Has  been  a concern  to  our  people. 

How  are  these  issues  being  addressed?  How  should  they  be  handled  in 
the  future?  ABUSE  OF  CHILDREN  AND  ELDERS-Has  been  happening  to  and 
involving  our  people.  What  are  the  ways  this  issue  should  be  dealt 
with?  OTHER-Featured  U.S.  and  Canadian  elderly  speakers  will 
present  on  issues  of  their  choice.  Topics  such  as  treaties.  United 
Nations  sovereignty  recognition  and  other  vital  concerns  will  be 
discussed.  An  open  agenda  will  be  provided  on  the  second  day. 

Anticipated  topics  may  include  experiences  of  world  travelers,  and 
other  oppressed  peoples  and  cultures. 

Complete  registration  form  and  send  in.  Volunteer  for  activities, 
get  involved  and  meet  new  people!  Non-native  people  are  encouraged 
to  volunteer  and  can  choose  to  volunteer  in  lieu  of  a conference  fee 
for  non-native.  Bring  food  to  share.  Camping  facilities  will  be 
available;  otherwise  participants  should  book  limited  motel  space  in 
nearby  Eagle  Butte  or  Timber  Lake.  Possible  places  include  Super  8 
(605-964-8888)  in  Eagle  Butte  or  at  the  Tumbleweed  Motel  in  Timber 
Lake. 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

e-mail  ADDRESS 

I will  need  a campsite yes no 

I am  interested  in  volunteering: 


of  a registration 

payment 

yes  

no 

In  the  area(s)  of: 
Cooking 

yes 

no 

Child  care 

yes 

no 

Setup 

yes 

no 

Security 

yes 

no 

Registration 

yes 

no 

REGISTRATION  FEE  FOR  NON-NATIVES  - 
I have  enclosed  $225*  for  the  pre-registration  rate 

yes no 

I will  pay  the  $250*  registration  fee  at  the  gate 

yes no 

NOTE:  Elders  rate  is  $100*  for  both  days. 

U.S.  Funds  only  (cashiers  checks  or  money  orders) 

DONATIONS  - 

I am  able  to  make  a donation.  I will: 

enclose  the  donation. 

send  a donation  prior  to  the  conference. 

bring  donation  to  the  conference. 

Special  Note!!!  The  Green  Grass  residents  wish  to  inform  all  conference 
participants  that  sage-picking  needs  to  be  limited  to  a small  sage 
bundle  per  individual. 

MAIL  THIS  REGISTRATION  TO: 

Green  Grass  Youth  Board  (501  c3) 

P.0.  Box  1535 

Eagle  Butte,  South  Dakota  57625 

Pila-oyampi 

Green  Grass  Oyate 

The  Green  Grass  Community  is  quite  remote.  It  is  situated  on  the 
Cheyenne  River  Reservation.  It  is  home  to  the  Sacred  Calf  Pipe,  the 
Spiritual  Center  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  nations.  The 
Cheyenne  River  Reservation  is  also  known  as  Military  Camp  Number  54, 
by  the  United  States  Government. 

The  people  here  are  basically  traditional  people,  yet  the  only 
community  center  is  a Congregational  Church.  It  is  here  where  all 
community  activities  are  held.  Last  year,  we  had  our  first  annual 
conference  in  Dune  and  our  pow-wow  in  August.  A Medicine  Man  advised 
us  to  continue  the  conference  for  four  years.  The  people  of  Green 
Grass  want  to  have  the  pow-wow  continue  on  an  annual  basis.  We  would 
like  to  thank  everyone  who  helped  make  last  years  conference  and  pow 
wow  a success. 

Recently,  the  people  were  able  to  get  a doublewide  trailer  donated 
as  a beginning  for  our  Youth  Center.  In  order  to  make  the  Youth 
Center  operational  and  functional,  some  furnishings  are  needed,  such 
as:  Kitchen  utensils  and  small  appliances  ; Cabinets  ; Tables  ; 

Chairs  ; Stove  ; Refrigerator  ; Recreational  Equipment  (volley  ball, 
basketball,  pool  tables,  video  games,  etc.)  People  can  make 
donations  of  these  items  or  monetary  gifts  to  help  cover  expenses  of 
operating  overhead  costs  (e.g.  electricity,  heat,  and  phone). 

As  a community  we  have  always  done  things  together  in  a family 
oriented  manner.  We  feel  really  proud  that  we  have  the  beginning  of 
a center  for  our  youth.  A place  where  our  youth  can  learn  positive 
cultural  values  with  the  input  from  the  entire  community.  The  Youth 
Center  has  an  Elders  Advisory  Board  which  as  been  very  valuable  from 
the  start.  Due  to  their  advice  and  support  the  concept  of  the  Youth 
Center  was  born  and  grew  to  this  point.  The  Elders  Advisory  Board 
helped  continue  this  dream  in  the  face  of  all  adversity. 

This  is  our  community  response  to  the  negative  gang  related 
activities  our  youth  have  been  drawn  into.  We  feel  that  now  is  the 


time  to  impart  our  cultural  values  and  traditions  to  our  youth. 

The  entire  community,  including  the  Youth  Center  does  not  get  any 
financial  support  from  any  organization.  The  YMCA  is  affiliated  with 
the  Youth  Center  and  has  allowed  us  to  utilize  their  501-c3  status 
so  that  we  can  more  easily  be  able  to  access  donations. 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 

"RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  11  May  1998  23:29:53  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  15  May  1998  19:51:13  -0400 
From:  Dan  Smoke  <dsmoke@julian.uwo.ca> 

Sub j : "Smoke  Signals"  Premiere  Screening 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

Dust  talked  to  Deanna  Dolson  of  Aboriginal  Voices  in  Toronto  about  plans 
afoot  for  the  screening  of  "Smoke  Signals"  The  person  at  Ab  Voices  looking 
after  plans  and  interviews  etc.  is  Scott  Kaven  (sp). 

There  will  be  a screening  of  "Smoke  Signals"  on  Wed.,  Dune  24th  at  7:00  p.m. 
at  the  Bloor  Cinema,  506  Bloor  St.  West  in  Toronto.  Confirmed  to  attend  at 
this  time  are  Tantoo  Cardinal,  Gary  Farmer,  Cody  Lightning,  Irene  Bedard, 
Adam  Beach  and  Director,  Chris  Eyre.  Following  the  screening  there  will  be 
a "After  Screening/Show  Bash'  at  Lee's  Palace  on  Bloor  St.  W.  (near 
Bathurst).  Scheduled  to  perform  there  will  be  Ulali  and  Keith  Secola  and 
The  Wild  Band  of  Indians.  Tickets  are  $35.00  per  person  and  you  can  arrange 
for  tickets  by  calling  800  324-6067  or  416  703-4577.  This  announcement  will 
be  featured  in  the  next  issue  of  Aboriginal  Voices. 

All  My  Relations 

Dan  Smoke  - Asayenes  & Mary  Lou  Smoke  - Asayenes  Kwe 
Producers/Hosts  "Smoke  Signals"  First  Nations  Radio  Program 
Radio  Western,  CHRW,  94.7  FM 
(519)  659-4682  fax  (519)  453-3676 


Date:  Fri,  15  May  1998  13:05:07  -0500 
From:  "Michael  A.  Dashner"  <tiiap@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Native  American  Quilt  Show 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

The  Native  American  Quilt  Show  is  at: 

Michigan  State  University,  East  Lansing,  MI 
To  Honor  and  Comfort:  Native  Quilting  Traditions 
On  display  through  October  18,  1998 
This  exhibition,  featuring  40  historical  and 
contemporary  quilts  drawn  from  a wide  range  of 
tribal  communities,  explores  the  ways  in  which 
quilts  are  used  in  everyday  and  ceremonial  ways 
within  Native  communities,  as  well  as  the  ways 
in  which  Native  artists  use  quilts  to  strengthen 
communities  and  convey  personal  and  community 
knowledge  and  ideas. 

A wide  range  of  special  events  and  public 
programs  will  accompany  this  major  exhibition, 
as  well  as  a special  on-line  sneak  preview, 
for  more  info  see  URL: 

http://museum.cl.msu.edu/calendar/index.html 


From:  FirehairSS  <FirehairSS@aol . com> 
Date:  Mon,  18  May  1998  09:20:28  EDT 
Sub j : pow  wows 


May  22-25  North  Bay  Clan  of  Lower  Muscogee  Creeks  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  Lynn 
Haven  (near  Panama  City,  FL;  just  north  of  Deerpoint  Dam).  Info: 
'tlcgifts@sunline.net'  . 

May  23-25  American  Indian  Festival  at  Gwinnett  County  Fairgrounds, 
Lawrenceville,  GA.  Info:  (770)  963-6522  or  (770)  803-9553. 

May  23-24  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians  Memorial  Day  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee, 
NC.  Info:  Eddie  Swimmer  or  Donna  lumper  at  1-888-291-0632. 


Memorial  Day  Weekend  Events  in  the  east 

For  more  complete  information  (drums,  staff,  vendor  info)  and  Pow  Wow 
information  three  months  or  more  in  advance,  subscribe  to  The  Spike. 

It's  online  now. 

Send  e-mail  to  editor,  Dimmy  Boy  Dial  at  dial911@erols.com 

May  23-24  Bronx, NY  The  Native  American  Warrior  Society 
1-718-397-1893  or  1-718-655-5560. 

May  23-24  Howes  Cave,NY  Iroquois  Arts  Celebration 
1-518-296-8949. 

May  23-24  Lackawaxen , PA,  6th  Annual  Native  American  Intertribal  Powwow  and 
Early  American  Shad  Festival  at  the  Fireman's  Field. 

1-717-427-8723  or  1-717-685-2010. 

May  23-24  Upper  Marlboro,MD,  Powwow  at  Showplace  Arena. 

1-919-257-5383. 

May  23-24  Marion, MI  8th  Annual  Giss-I-Was  Creek  Indian  Powwow 
1-616-281-3640.  After  5 call  1-616-878-9443. 

May  23-25  Huntingdon, PA  Native  American  Festival  at  Zebrovka  Buffalo  Ranch. 
1-814-643-6915. 

May  23-25  Topsfield,MA  Annual  Spring  Planting  Moon  Pow-Wow. 

1-617-884-4227. 

May  23-25  Columbus, OH  16th  Annual  Moon  When  The  Ponies  Shed  Powwow 
1-614-443-6120/2651. 

May  23-25  Panama,NY  5th  Annual  American  Indian  Festival 
1-717-995-5177. 

May  23  King  William, VA  The  Upper  Mattaponi's  11th  Annual  Spring  Festival 
& Native  American  Powwow. 

1-804-769-0881  evenings,  1-804-769-0041.  Ethel  Adams  1-804-769-2408. 
Margaret  Allmond  at  1-804-769-2257. 

May  23-25  Whitesburg,GA  McIntosh  Reserve  Pow  Wow  and  Buckskinner  Rendezvous 
1-770-214-8851. 

May  23-25  Lawrenceville, GA  Gwinnett  County  Indian  Festival  at  Fairgrounds. 
1-770-803-9553. 

May  23-25  Cherokee, NC  17th  Annual  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Powwow. 
1-888-291-0632.  1-704-497-3028. 

May  23-25  Summerf ield , FL  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Powwow  "Remembering  Our  Vets! 
1-352-245-2778 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 


The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  John  Shafer,  John  Wm  Sloniker,  FirehairSS,  lustanoldman, 
Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  Arthur  D Miller,  Ulises  Martinez,  Moonlight, 
lanet  Smith,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  lohn  Berry, 
Monique  J.  Lemaitre,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Save  Ward  Valley, 
United  American  Indians/New  England,  Martina  Looking  Horse  via  Bob  Manning 


From  gars@netcom.com  Mon  Dun  1 23:54:39  1998 
Date:  Tue,  26  May  1998  19:37:06  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.022 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Stop-the-Slaughter,  Triballaw,  Nat-Film  & 
Innu-L  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native; 
http://serpiente.dgsca.unam.mx/jornada/conflicto.html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


I love  that  land  of  winding  waters  more  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 
A man  who  would  not  love  his  father's  grave  is  worse  than  a wild 
animal . " 

__  Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce 


+ - 


- + 


| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  j 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

! borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  j 

j shall  not  have  died  in  vain  \ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


We  have  seen  another  "Memorial  Day"  come  and  go,  with  the  picnics 
and  trips  to  the  lakes.  I wonder  how  many  bothered  to  send  thanks 
for  the  warriors  who  gave  their  lives  so  that  we  might  enjoy  picnics 
and  trips  to  the  lakes. 


I wonder  how  many  have  even  once  gone  to  a hospital  to  help  those 
who  returned  in  body  only? 


I thank  my  ancestors  for  the  sacrifices  they  made  so  that  I could  join 
others  in  dance,  as  I did  this  Memorial  Day. 
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The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte.net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

5.24.1976  Sam  Afraid  of  Bear  - AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  at  Pine 
Ridge. 

Investigation  "ongoing." 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews .org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Peltier  Day  in  Washington 

- Sac  and  Fox  Celebrate  Court  Ruling 

- Natives  Lose  Ipperwash  Beach  Claim 

- Native  American  Dournalist 
on  Trial 

- Update  on  San  Carlos  and 
Foster  Flearing 

- Yellowstone  Buffalo  Update 

- Gorton/Racial  Project 

- World  Trade  Organization  Protest 

- Quebec  News 

- Lower  Churchill  News 

- Voisey's  Bay 

- Lubicon  Victory  on  Logging 

- Canadian  Ethnic  Cleansing 

- Traditional  Hopi  Elders  Viewpoint 

- FCNL  Native  American  Legislative 
Updates 

- NYM  Westbank  Occupation 


Mexican  Indigenous  Congress  Calls 

for  Uprising 

Guatemala 

Freedom  to  Pay 

McLeod  Lake  Land  Claim 

Citizen  Flearings  on  Great  Lakes 

Another  Small  Victory 

Thanks  to  Those  who  Sent  Seeds 

Native  American  Music  Awards 

California  Gaming  Issues 

NA  Prisoners  in  California 

Native  Prisoner 

A Flundred  Years  Ago 

Poem:  For  the  Veterans 

Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

Indigenous  Folks  at 

AIDS  Conference 

Conferences  and  Powwows 


RE:  Peltier  Day  in  Washington 


Date:  Sun,  24  May  1998  04:21:45  +0200 
From:  Bobby  Castillo  <aimca@earthlink. net> 
Subj : Leonard  Peltier  Washington 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Peltier  Day  in  Washington 
SATURDAY  DUNE  27th,  1998 


Attention  Peltier  supporters! 

Although  the  anniversary  of  the  shoot-out  is  Dune  26th,  we  decided  to 
do  the  demonstration  and  rally  on  Saturday  the  27th  to  enable  more  of 
Leonard's  supporters  to  participate.  After  the  way  Leonard's  May  4th 
parole  hearing  was  handled,  it  is  very  important  that  all  make  special 
effort  to  come  to  this  event  so  that  we  can  show  our  outrage  with  the 
continued  abuse  and  corruption  of  the  injustice  system.  Leonard  has  no 
faith  in  the  system  and  neither  should  we.  The  government  has  again 
admitted  that  they  do  not  know  who  shot  the  agents.  Let's  show  Leonard 
and  the  rest  of  the  world  that  this  fight  is  no  where  near  being  over 
and  that  we  will  not  go  away. 

The  demonstration  will  be  from  12pm-5pm  at  Ellipse  park  across  from 
the  White  House.  Lakota  elder,  David  Chief  will  be  opening  the  event  with 
a ceremony  and  drumming.  Speakers  include  Steve  Robideau  of  the  LPDC, 

Laura  Serrano  of  SAIIC,  a representative  from  the  United  American 
Indians  of  New  England,  Pam  and  Ramona  Africa  of  the  MOVE  organization, 
Bobby  Castillo  of  the  LPDC,  Robert  Pictou  Branscombe,  Anna  May  Aquash's 
cousin,  an  Earth  First!  representative,  representative  from  the  National 
Committee  to  Free  Puerto  Rican  Prisoners  of  War  and  Political 
Prisoners,  Keith  McHenry  of  Food  Not  Bombs,  and  special  guest,  Robbie 
Robertson,  music  and  more. 

SCHEDULE: 

Washington,  DC  Dune  26th 

1:00  PM  to  5:00  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  will  be  meeting  with 
the  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group's  and  any  new  people  who  want  to  get 
involved  in  building  a support  group. 


Saint  Augustine  Catholic  Church 
1419  V street  N.W. 

Washington  D.C. 

(202)  265-1470  contact-  Linda  Wallace 

Topics  and  workshops 

Executive  Clemency 
Congressional  Hearings 

City/County  Resolutions  and  Proclamations 
International  Campaign 
Chiapas  Food  Drive 

Feb  6th  1999  Demonstrations  around  the  World/ (Civil  Disobedience) 

6:30  to  10:00 

Chiapas  Food  Drive  Meeting 

We  will  be  discussing  the  September  16th  Chiapas  food  drive  with  various 
chapters  of  Food  Not  Bombs,  Pastors  for  Peace,  SAIIC,  other 
organizations  and  anyone  who  wishes  to  get  involved. 

Dune  27th 
12:00  to  5:00  PM 

12:00  Noon  - Opening  Ceremony  by  David  Chief  and  Native  Drummers 
Rally  for  Leonard  Peltier  at  Ellipse  Park-Across  from  the  White  House 
speaker's  music  and  more 

Speakers:  MC-Bobby  Castillo-LPDC-Aztlan  Liberation  Organization 
Romona  Africa  - MOVE 
Laura  Moreno  - SAAIC 

Pamala  Africa  - Friends  and  Family  for  Mumia 
Steve  Robideau  - LPDC-American  Indian  Movement 
Dave  Hill  - LPDC-American  Indian  Movement 
Robbie  Robertson-Musician 

Keith  McHenry  - Co/founder  of  Food  Not  Bombs 
Chicano  Mexicano  Prison  Project 
Earth  First 
Music  and  much  more 

5:00  closing  ceremony 

For  more  information  contact: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  Ks  66044 

(785)  842-5774 

lpdc@idir . net 

http : //members . xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html 

"RE : Sac  and  Fox  Celebrate  Court  Ruling"  

Date:  Thu,  21  May  98  14:10:09  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  5-21-98 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Subject:  Indian  News  5-21-98 
Date:  5/21/98  12:07  AM 

SAC  AND  FOX  CELEBRATE  LANDMARK  COURT  RULING 

By  DEAN  PAGEL 
Associated  Press 
17  May  1998 

STROUD  - A unanimous  U.S.  Supreme  Court  five  years  ago  told  the  Oklahoma 
Tax  Commission  to  back  off  the  Sac  and  Fox  Nation,  which  was 
issuing  its  own  license  tags  for  tribal  members.  "It  has  freed 
up  so  many  Oklahoma  citizens  from  unlawful  taxation  of  their  income 


and  vehicles/'  said  Truman  Carter,  treasurer  for  the  Sac  and  Fox.  "No 
one  should  be  forced  to  pay  unlawful  taxes  just  by  the  sheer  size  and 
pressure  of  big  state  government." 

The  court  ruled  tax  collectors  for  the  state  cannot  coerce  vehicle  tag 
fees  or  income  taxes  out  of  tribal  members  who  live  and  work  on  Sac  and 
Fox  lands.  Participants  say  the  landmark  case  reaffirmed  the  long- 
standing authority  of  American  Indian  tribes  to  govern  themselves.  They 
say  about  20  other  tribes  in  Oklahoma  have  followed  the  Sac  and  Fox 
precedent  in  issuing  their  own  license  plates. 

The  legacy  of  the  May  17,  1993,  court  ruling  is  celebrated  on  its  five- 
year  anniversary  as  evidence  of  the  unique  legal  standing  Indians  retain. 

Carter  was  the  tribe's  tax  collector  in  1983  at  the  time  the 
business  committee  decided  to  start  its  own  system  of  registering 
vehicles  owned  by  people  who  lived  within  Sac  and  Fox  jurisdiction  in 
Lincoln,  Payne  and  Pottawatomie  counties.  The  tribe  began  issuing 
titles  and  license  plates  to  people  who  previously  bought  vehicle  tags 
fro  m the  state  of  Oklahoma.  "By  what  right  does  the  state  tax 
Indian  property  in  Indian  country?"  asked  William  Rice,  attorney 
general  for  the  tribe.  'Where  do  they  get  the  authority  to  do  that? 

Rice  said  the  tribe  decided  to  collect  its  own  vehicle  taxes  - as,  well 
as  income  taxes,  sales  taxes  and  lease  taxes  - so  that  it  could  expand 
governmental  services  such  as  police  and  fire  protection. 

The  Oklahoma  Tax  Commission  did  not  quibble  with  the  tribe's  decision  to 
impose  its  own  taxes.  But  commission  officials  thought  Sac  and  Fox 
members  should  keep  paying  taxes  to  the  state,  too.  The  Sac 
and  Fox  filed  a federal  lawsuit  in  1990  accusing  the  commission  of 
attempting  to  collect  delinquent  taxes  on  traded-in  vehicles  previously 
tagged  by  the  tribe 

U.S.  District  Dudge  Wayne  Alley  of  Oklahoma  sided  with  the  tribe  in 
April  1991. 

"The  effect  of  this  practice  is  to  make  the  sale  of  Indian-owned 
vehicles  commercially  unfeasible,"  Alley  wrote.  "...  The  attempt  to 
'retroactively'  collect  these  taxes  frustrates  the  proper  exercise  of 
tribal  government,  and  is  an  impermissible  attempt  to  interfere  in  the 
tribe's  legitimate  functioning." 

Alley  also  barred  the  commission  from  requiring  tribal  members  who  work 
for  the  tribe  to  pay  state  income  taxes.  Non-Indian  employees  may  have 
their  income  taxed  by  the  state,  he  said.  The  10th  U.S. 

Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  upheld  Alley's  rulings  in  Dune  1992.  The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  took  up  the  matter  in  1993. 

Paula  Ross,  communications  director  for  the  commission,  said  the  office 
was  administering  the  law  and  trying  to  protect  the  state's  tax  base. 

justices  in  a 9-0  opinion  said  the  commission  was  wrong  to  argue 
that  the  Sac  and  Fox  members,  by  virtue  of  having  their  reservation 
dissolved  in  an  1891  treaty,  were  subject  to  state 

"But  our  cases  make  it  clear  that  a tribal  member  need  not  live  on  a 
formal  reservation  to  be  outside  the  state's  taxing  jurisdiction;  it  is 
enough  that  the  member  live  in  'Indian  country,'  " the  court  ruled. 

Indian  sources  said  the  significance  of  the  case  was  the  hope  and 
courage  gained  by  other  tribes  in  Oklahoma  that  were  contemplating  tax 
assessments.  Mike  Factor,  tax  commissioner  for  the  Muscogee  (Creek) 

Nation  in 

Okmulgee,  said  the  Sac  and  Fox  case  paved  the  way.  But  tribal  tax 
collectors  still  encounter  resistance  from  people  who  argue  that  Oklahoma 
roads  and  public  education  are  losing  out  when  Indians  pay  taxes  to 
their  tribes  instead  of  the  state. 

"RE : Natives  Lose  Ipperwash  Beach  Claim"  

Date:  Thu,  21  May  1998  16:08:01  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Natives  Lose  Ipperwash  Beach  Claim 


NATIVES  LOSE  IPPERWASH  BEACH  CLAIM 

London  Free  Press,  May  20,  1998,  by  Dulie  Carl 


[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Landowners  at  West  Ipperwash  beach  are  celebrating  today  after  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  dismissed  a native  land  claim  Tuesday  against 
their  properties . But  among  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  band  members,  there  was 
disappointment  and  bitterness  at  the  loss. 

The  high  court  dismissed  the  claim  on  33  hectares  of  land  along  2 1/2 
kilometres  of  West  Ipperwash  beach. 

"It's  been  a long  six  years,"  said  Mary-Lou  LaPratte,  spokesperson  for 
the  West  Ipperwash  Property  Owners  Association,  representing  more  than  100 
of  the  landowners . "So  many  people  are  looking  to  get  on  with  their  lives." 

Dust  up  the  road  from  the  beach,  the  natives'  disappointment  was  evident 
in  the  voice  of  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  Chief  Irvin  George. "Any  time  we 
lose  a battle  over  land,  it's  a bitter  pill  to  swallow  . . . our 

population  is  growing  but  our  boundaries  aren't." 

The  Supreme  Court  dismissed  the  appeal  immediately  after  hearing 
arguments  Tuesday  morning.  Deff  Cowan,  lawyer  for  the  property  owners' 
association,  said  in  its  ruling  the  court  agreed  with  the  Ontario  Court  of 
Appeal  decision. In  that  20-page  ruling  in  1996,  Dustice  Dohn  Laskin  said 
"throughout  this  period,  a minority  of  the  band  objected  to  the  sale  but 
even  it  acknowledged  that  a majority  of  the  members  wanted  to  sell,"  when 
the  Chippewas  of  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  surrendered  the  land  in  1927. 
Tuesday's  decision  upholds  the  surrender  of  the  land.  Still  to  come,  part 
of  the  same  lawsuit,  is  a trial  to  determine  whether  the  Crown  breached 
its  fiduciary  duties,  who  owns  the  beach  and  who  has  the  right  to  use  it. 

In  1992,  the  band  launched  a lawsuit  claiming  the  surrender  was  not 
valid  because  some  band  members  were  offered  payments  to  vote  for 
surrendering  the  land.  Band  lawyer  Russell  Raikes  argued  that  constituted 
a fraud  on  the  rest  of  the  band. He  said  offering  money  to  people  in  such 
dire  economic  straits  as  the  natives  negated  their  assent. Cowan  said  the 
payments  were  made  to  all  voting  members  of  the  band  whether  they 
supported  the  surrender .The  suit  also  claimed  a breach  of  fiduciary  duty 
against  the  Crown  and  easement  and  beach  rights. 

In  1995,  Ontario  Court  Dustice  Gordon  Killeen  ruled  against  the  natives' 
case  on  the  non-beach  front  property,  saying  the  payments  gave  the 
surrender  "the  odor  of  moral  failure"  but  did  not  invalidate  the  sale. 
However,  his  decision  said  the  breach  of  fiduciary  duty,  easement  and 
beach  rights  issues  should  go  to  trial. 

Raikes  said  although  he  was  disappointed  the  Supreme  Court  dismissed  the 
appeal,  he  was  heartened  that  the  court  said  the  natives'  "remedy  lies  in 
compensation"  over  the  breach  of  fiduciary  duty.  The  suit  over  a fiduciary 
breach,  ownership  and  easement  of  the  beach  are  still  to  go  to  trial,  he 
said . 

At  least  68  property  owners  have  beachfront  property  that  will  be 
involved,  LaPratte  said.  Still  others  hold  deeds  that  claim  beach  rights, 
said  Cowan. 

The  Indian  Claims  Commission  said  last  year  that  Ottawa  cheated  the  band, 
, buying  the  land  for  $85  an  acre  when  speculators  flipped  it  soon  after 
for  $300  an  acre.  The  commission  said  the  federal  government  breached  its 
obligation  to  the  natives  by  allowing  the  "exploitive  transaction"  and 
recommended  it  compensate  the  band. 

A unique  element  of  the  band's  land  claim  was  the  trespass  lawsuit 
against  each  of  the  114  property  owners.  It  launched  a $200,000  suit 
against  each  landowner  for  trespassing  on  what  the  Chippewas  said  was  band 
property. The  107  landowners  that  belong  to  the  West  Ipperwash  Property 
Owners  Association  spent  more  than  $300,000  defending  their  claim  to  the 
property.  Cowan  said  they  have  been  awarded  court  costs  by  both  the 
Ontario  Court  and  the  Ontario  Court  of  Appeal,  but  they'll  recover  only  a 
portion  of  their  actual  costs. 

LaPratte  said  she  expects  to  see  for-sale  signs  go  up  in  front  of  each 
property  in  West  Ipperwash  today.  Her  beachfront  house,  which  she 
purchased  just  16  weeks  before  the  claim  was  launched,  has  been  on  the 
market  for  six  years.  No  buyers  could  be  found  who  were  willing  to  assume 
the  trespass  lawsuit,  LaPratte  said.  But  now  she's  confident  it  will  sell. 


Some  people  just  want  out.  We  don't  want  to  risk  it  starting  up  again. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
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"RE : Native  American  Journalist  on  Trial"  

Date:  Wed,  20  May  1998  10:16:48  GMT 

From:  johnny@SPAMBLOCKWildfieldStudios.com  (Johnny  Asia) 

Subj : Native  American  journalist  on  trial!! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 
P.O.  Box  5464 
Tacoma,  WA  98415-0464 
e-mail,  arthurmiller50@juno. com 

STATEMENT  OF  SUPPORT  OF  VERNON  FOSTER 
Greetings, 

Vernon  Foster,  of  the  American  Indian  Movement-AZ,  has  been  charged 
with  "inciting  a riot"  as  a result  of  organizing  support,  upon 
request,  for  San  Carlos  Apaches  who  felt  that  their  voice  was  being 
suppressed.  Part  of  the  evidence  being  used  against  Vernon  is  an 
e-mail  message  that  went  out  that  stated  that  a man  had  been  beaten  to 
death  because  of  the  situation  that  was  going  on  at  San  Carlos.  Once 
it  was  found  out  that  this  death  was  not  connected  to  the  situation, 
Vernon  issued  a statement  to  that  fact. 

I have  been  a journalist  now  for  31  years,  and  I find  the  charging 
of  Vernon  Foster  for  "inciting  to  riot",  based  upon  the  evidence 
being  used  against  him,  to  be  a direct  threat  upon  free  speech  and 
freedom  of  the  press.  Vernon  did,  like  every  newspaper,  magazine,  tv 
and  radio  news  does  everyday,  based  his  writing  upon  the  information 
he  was  able  to  obtain  from  first  hand  accounts.  Given  the  situation  at 
San  Carlos,  those  accounts  did  not  seem  unreasonable.  Upon  further 
investigation,  people  at  San  Carlos  found  that  the  death  was  not 
connected  to  the  situation.  Rather  than  being  what  the  government  is 
trying  to  portray  Vernon  as  being,  an  inciter,  Vernon  in  issuing  his 
second  statement  shows,  beyond  any  doubt,  his  credibility. 

The  government  is  attempting  to  create  a double  standard  in  the  case 
of  Vernon  Foster,  for  if  this  same  standard  was  applied  to  all  other 
media  people  the  prisons  would  be  overflowing  with  journalists. 

It  seems  what  is  really  happening  here  is  that  the  State  is  trying  to 
send  a message  to  all  others  who  may  attempt  to  stand  up  for  those 
whose  voices  are  being  suppressed,  that  such  an  action  will  be  met 
with  the  iron  heal  of  the  law.  Is  this  not  the  same  type  of  repression 
that  the  U.S.  speaks  out  against  in  situations  around  the  world? 

Placing  the  blame  on  Vernon  Foster  for  the  situation  at  San  Carlos, 
is  nothing  more  than  an  attempt  to  cover-up  the  truth  about  who  is 
really  responsible.  When  those  in  power  seek  to  suppression  the  voice 
of  a non-violent  opposition  with  a private  police  force,  police  from 
outside  jurisdictions,  the  use  of  attack  dogs  on  people,  and  using 
the  legal  powers  of  the  State,  clearly  the  blame  for  the  situation  is 
with  those  that  are  abusing  their  power.  It  is  like  blaming  a rape 
victim  for  a rape. 


The  NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK, 


which  covers  the  states  of  Washington,  Oregon  and  Idaho,  stands  in 
support  of  Vernon  Foster,  and  calls  upon  all  of  its  members, 
supporters  and  all  people  who  believe  in  social  justice  to  do 
likewise.  We  respectfully  ask  that  all  charges  against  Vernon  Foster 
be  dropped  now. 


In  The  Pursuit  Of  Justice 
Arthur  J.  Miller 
NWLPSN 

Supporters,  we  have  been  asked  to  write  letters  in  support  of  Vernon 
Foster,  please  e-mail  them  to  TsalagWmm@aol.com.  Remember,  "an  injury 
to  one  is  and  injury  to  all!".  Please  take  the  time  to  send  support 
messages  in  this  very  important  case.  The  statements  will  be  presented 
in  court. 


"RE : Update  on  San  Carlos  and  Foster  Flearing"  

Date:  Tue,  19  May  1998  23:23:39  EDT 
From:  TsalagiWmn  <TsalagiWmn@AOL.COM> 

Subj : Update  on  San  Carlos  and  Foster  Hearing 

UUCP  email 

First .. .thank  you  to  all  those  who  sent  statements  on  behalf  of  Vernon. 
They  were  greatly  appreciated. 

At  10:30  this  morning,  in  front  of  a packed  courtroom  on  the  San  Carlos 
Apache  reservation,  Vernon  Foster  appeared  to  defend  himself  against 
charges  for  "inciting  a riot"... and  to  show  cause  on  why  this  "incident" 
should  not  be  "proof"  to  put  a permanent  restraining  order  against  him 
*and*  Dane  Doe  Foster, 

Dane  Doe  Foster  1 and  2 along  with  Dane  and  John  Does  1 through  10  and 

ABC  corporations  and  Black  and  white  proprietorships  and well,  you 

get  the  idea...:).  The  courtroom  was  packed  with  Call  to  Action  people  and 
with  the  police  officers  that  were  to  testify  against  Vernon.  The  Judge 
that  was  presiding  over  the  hearing  was  the  same  judge  who  dismissed  the 
preceeding  restraining  order  against  AIM... and  dismissed  it  with  prejudice 
The  prosecutor  pushed  and  pushed  claiming  the  judge's  relationship  to  the 
defense  attorney  was  grounds  for  him  to  excuse  himself  as  judge.... the 
Judge  decided  that  this  was  true... and  removed  himself ...  postponing  the 
hearing  until  Dune  22,  1998. 

Vernon  feels  that  this  charge  is  simply  an  attempt  to  keep  him  and  AIM 
off  of  the  reservation  so  they  cannot  help  to  support  the  Apache  people. 
The  council  has  ignored  the  vote  that  removed  them  from  office  and  are 
still  acting  as  a governing  body.  Their  latest  act  was  to  "recall" 
Chairman  Stanley.  This  means  that  there  is  now  no  one  on  that  council  to 
oppose  them  and  Chairman  Stanley  must  be  re-elected  before  having  any 
power.  We  do  not  think  that  will  be  a problem,  however,  it  is  giving  the 
council  free  reign  until  he  can  be  re-elected. 

A meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  May  12,  1998  at  the  federal  courthouse  in 
Globe,  Arizona.  This  was  to  be  a meeting  with  the  Dept  of  Justice  along 
with  representatives  from  Janet  Reno's  office,  however,  the  only  ones 
there  were  U.S.  Marshals,  a representative  from  J.D.  Hayworth's  office  and 
a few  others.  Cars  were  noted  outside  around  the  building  and  were 
identified  as  feds  complete  with  long  range  listening  devices,  video 
recorders  and  cameras  recording  all  who  entered  or  exited  the  building. 

The  result  of  this  meeting  was  nothing  more  than  a sounding  board  for  the 
Apache  people. 

Call  To  Action  continues  to  stand  strong  with  the  help  and  guidance  of 
the  Elders  and  the  Apache  medicine  people.  CTA  is  going  on  70  straight 
days  of  meetings  and  rally's.  They  are  more  determined  than  ever  to  get 
control  of  their  Nation  back  and  to  do  it  legally  and  peacefully.  They 
still  wish  to  have  AIM  there  as  moral  support  and  as  advisors.  People  are 
still  losing  jobs  and  others  work  under  the  threat  of  being  fired  if  they 
show  support  for  Call  To  Action. 

Vernon  feels  that  these  charges  and  this  attempt  at  a restraining  order. 


.even  though  the  previous  one  was  dismissed  with  prejudice ...  is  simply  a 
diversion  in  the  hopes  of  getting  attention  away  from  the  true  situation... 
the  council  and  their  activities ...  and  trying  to  focus  the  "blame"  on  to 
AIM.  He  feels  that  they  hope  to  keep  AIM  away  from  the  Apache  people  and 
keep  us  from  giving  support  to  the  San  Carlos  people.  We,  in  AIMAZ,  and 
especially  Vernon,  do  not  want  this  minor  road  block  to  interfere  with  our 
work  with  the  Apache  people.  We  believe  that  if  Vernon... or  our  chapter... 
has  to  stop  what  we  are  doing  and  try  to  raise  funds  for  a legal  defense... 
then  this  "minor"  road  block  would  turn  into  a major  one  as  our  attention 
would  not  be  on  the  San  Carlos  people.  With  the  hearing  being  moved  to 
Dune  22... we  believe  that  they  have  actually  helped  us... giving  us  time  to 
get  more  statements  from  those  of  you  who  read  the  reports  coming  from 
AIMAZ  and  also  giving  us  time  to  raise  money  for  Vernon's  legal  defense... 
which  he  believes  is  in  fact,  a defense  for  AIM.  He  also  believes  that 
this  could  be  turned  into  a "high  profile"  case  in  order  to  focus  more 
attention  on  the  San  Carlos  situation. 

For  those  that  continue  to  support  our  cause,  we  ask  for  more  statements 
regarding  the  "reports"  about  the  beating  and  any  monetary  donations  that 
can  be  spared.  Vernon  has  to  have  a $400  retainer  along  with  an 
additional  $400  for  hours  put  in.  I will  try  to  post  a "balance"  as  often 
as  I can  and  we  will  put  out  a statement  to  halt  donations  once  the  fund 
hits  $1000.  Vernon  feels  that  this  amount  should  be  sufficient  to  cover 
attorney  fees.  As  stated  before,  Vernon  does  not  want  this  to  interfere 
with  our  continued  struggle  to  help  the  people  of  San  Carlos.  With  the 
establishment  of  the  defense  fund,  Vernon  can  stay  focused  on  San  Carlos 
and  not  worry  about  trying  to  raise  funds  for  an  attorney.  Statements  and 
monetary  donations  can  be  sent  to: 

Vernon  Foster 
6053  E.  Hillview 
Mesa,  Az.  85205 

Email  statements  can  still  be  sent  to  this  account.  As  I said  before, 
this  is  a minor  roadblock  and  an  attempt  to  divert  the  attention  of  AIM 
and  especially  of  Vernon.  With  the  help  of  the  contributions,  Vernon  can 
stay  focused  on  San  Carlos  and  let  them  see  that  intimidation  nor 
prosecution  will  back  him  or  AIM  off  from  helping  the  people.  The 
struggle  continues. 

In  Struggle,  T 

"RE:  Yellowstone  Buffalo  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  19  May  1998  10:24:07  +0100 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Subj : Greetings! 

Mailing  List:  Stop-the-Slaughter  <Stop-the-Slaughter-on@wildrockies.org> 

This  update: 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+ Technical  notes 
+ 5/13/98  words  from  Mike 
+ Dake  speaks  about  Buffalo  hazing 
+ Buffalo  Nations  year  round  Campaigns 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Technical  Notes 

We  have  converted  the  Stop-the-Slaughter  update  list  over  to  a listserve. 
There  is  still  a human  at  this  address  though  for  personal  correspondence. 
(Hopefully  this  will  free  me  up  a bit  to  update  the  webpages.) 

This  list  serve  will  continue  to  send  out  3-5  updates  regarding  the 
Yellowstone  buffalo  every  month.  This  list  serve  passes  on  information 
from  a number  of  groups  and  individuals  working  for  the  buffalo! 

Since  this  was  a "quiet"  winter  (except  to  the  11  who  were  killed),  we 
had  a steady  but  slower  growth  of  concerned  folks  joining  the  list.  If 
you  can  pass  this  on  to  a few  people  each... it  would  be  great  to  keep  our 
numbers  of  concerned  folks  growing.  This  issue  is  far  from  over. 

Hats  off  to  the  dedicated  work  of  the  Buffalo  Nations  volunteers!  This 


field  season  showed  that  a dedicated  group  of  people  working  towards  a 
common  goal  can  indeed  affect  a positive  change.  Having  people  in  the 
field  daily  made  all  the  difference. 

Thanks  to  everyone  for  each  and  every  effort,  from  prayers  to  phone 
calls  to  long  skis  at  dawn,  may  the  buffalo  roam  wild  and  free,  for  the 
earth, 
su 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

* 5/13/98  by  Mike 

Two  weeks  ago,  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  did  their  major 
military  like  hazing  operation  in  west  Yellowstone  Montana  (see  article 
below).  They  used  two  helicopters,  three  all  terrain  vehicles,  a motor 
cross  bike,  several  four  wheel  drive  trucks  and  two  horses.  It  was  a very 
expensive,  loud  operation  involving  alot  of  manpower  as  well  as  a lot  of 
taxpayers  dollars. 

Meanwhile  three  pregnant  buffalo  ignored  them  and  quietly  ducked  off 
into  the  woods  to  have  their  babies. 

For  the  last  two  weeks  these  mothers  and  their  calves  have  lived  in  a 
small  area  north  of  the  Madison  river,  a quarter  mile  west  of  highway  191. 

This  morning  the  mothers  and  children  awoke  with  one  thing  in  mind,  to 
test  the  calves'  new  legs.  After  two  weeks  of  strengthening  the  legs,  the 
journey  to  return  to  the  herd  began.  Within  minutes  of  awakening,  they 
were  up  and  off  toward  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Our  first  concern  was  their  crossing  Highway  191.  Buffalo  Nations  placed 
the  first  traffic  warning  volunteer  in  position  as  they  were  nearing  the 
first  bluff,  overlooking  the  highway.  Then,  faster  than  the  helicopter 
chased  buffalo  two  weeks  before,  they  crossed  the  final  obstacle  to 
freedom.  Up  and  down  each  40  foot  bluff  they  crossed  the  highway  and 
didn't  stop.  Moving  at  speeds  adult  buffalo  could  be  proud  of,  they 
continued  past  the  safety  line  of  the  park.  They  continued  on  for  at 
least  1/2  a mile  not  even  breaking  for  a mouth  full  of  the  fresh  new  green 
grasses.  Finally,  they  did  stop  and  look  at  us,  before  going  out  of  view. 

We  take  note  of  this  simple  stress  free  journey  back  into  the  Park.  No 
helicopters,  ATVs,  etc.  or  multi  thousand  dollar  budget  was  necessary. 
Simple  but  effective. 

Our  smiles  were  reflected  in  the  safety  of  the  new  calves  and  their  moms 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+ lake  speaks  about  the  April  Hazing  fiasco 

Its  been  a long  couple  of  weeks  here  at  Buffalo  Nations.  Certainly  the 
loudest  thing  that's  happened  lately  was  the  Montana  Department  of 
Livestock's  (DOL)  big  haze.  At  the  time  there  were  almost  300  buffalo  on 
and  around  Horse  Butte,  a big  hill  several  miles  west  of  Yellowstone  Park 
that  the  buffalo  get  to  by  following  the  north  shore  of  the  Madison  River. 

The  buffalo  were  gathering  there  as  they  have  for  generations  to  birth 
their  calves.  They  were  enjoying  some  of  the  best  spring  grazing  in  the 
area . 

Now,  a thing  like  that  made  the  DOL  nervous.  Their  main  concern  seemed 
to  be  for  a a rancher  from  Idaho  who  runs  240  head  of  cattle  on  Horse 
Butte  (which  is  public  land)  during  the  summer. 

So  instead  of  waiting  for  the  natural  birthing  cycles  and  then  migration 
of  the  buffalo  to  the  Park,  the  DOL  felt  they  should  carry  out  a military 
hazing  operation.  As  we  all  know,  there  has  never  been  a proven 
transmission  of  the  DOL's  big  fear,  brucellosis,  in  the  wild.  Many  of  the 
buffalo  on  the  Butte  were  bulls  which  couldn't  transmit  it  anyway.  But 
stressing  pregnant  and  new  born  calves  and  young  bulls  with  an  motorized 
assault  and  full  tilt  run  seem  to  be  the  right  decision  to  the  DOL. 

So,  first  the  DOL  sent  Buffalo  Nations  a long  letter  written  in  legalese 
asking  us  not  to  try  and  stop  their  hazing  operation,  and  threatened  to 
kill  any  buffalo  left  outside  the  park  if  the  haze  was  unsuccessful. 

It  was  a hard  decision  to  make,  whether  or  not  to  try  and  stop  the  DOL. 
We  didn't  like  them  running  buffalo  with  their  aggressive  methods  just 
days  before  the  kids  were  born,  and  why  do  cows  have  more  of  a right  to 
Horse  Butte  than  buffalo.  As  one  local  resident  put  it,  "The  buffalo  have 
probably  been  having  their  calves  on  Horse  Butte  for  a few  thousand  years. 

We  decided  that  while  the  hazing  was  pretty  lame,  it  wasn't  killing 


buffalo,  and  the  reason  Buffalo  Nations  exists  is  to  prevent  the  killing 
of  buffalo.  So,  we  decided  to  monitor  the  hazing  operation  with  hidden  and 
obvious  cameras,  ready  to  turn  to  direct  action  if  the  buffalo  were  in 
mortal  danger. 

We  quickly  put  out  an  alert  and  grew  from  our  core  group  of  6 people  at 
that  time  to  30  plus  people  showing  up  from  all  over.  Our  numbers  filled 
the  house  and  spilled  out  into  the  yard,  as  well  as  allowing  us  to  double 
numbers  and  increase  patrols  in  the  field.  I know  some  of  you  are  reading 
this,  so  thanks! 

Before  the  haze,  activists  slipped  in  and  stationed  themselves  in  small 
teams  along  the  hazing  route.  The  DOL  showed  up  about  an  hour  after 
sunrise  riding  2 horses,  several  ATVs,  a pickup  or  four,  a helicopters, 
and  a dirt  bike.  Every  one  of  these  vehicles,  except  the  dirt  bike, 
carried  a shotgun  and  cracker-barrel  shells,  which  are  basically  M80s 
launched  out  of  a shotgun,  scientifically  designed  to  scare  the  hell  out 
of  animals. 

And  believe  me,  they  shot  their  cap  guns  off  fast  and  furious  all  day, 
in  true  cowboy  style.  Buffalo  Nations  was  watching  over  the  first  buffalo 
moved  that  day  as  well  as  the  one  last  hazed  into  the  park,  and  just  about 
every  one  in  between  as  they  were  running  in  front  of  the  wall  of  noise. 

The  DOL  pulled  some  cheesy  stunts  that  day,  like  running  buffalo  through 
a barbed  wire  fence,  and  the  Yellowstone  Village  and  Bear  Trap  housing 
areas . 

Tina  who  lives  in  the  Bear  Trap  subdivision  said,  "It  was  crazy,  they 
flew  their  helicopter  right  over  my  house,  and  there  were  buffalo  running 
everywhere. " 

They  also  violated  a federal  closure  by  flying  directly  over  a bald 
eagle  nesting  area  and  chasing  an  eagle  off  in  a flurry  (thankfully  the 
eagle  was  not  physically  injured.)  In  addition  to  that  violation,  they 
broke  Endangered  species  provisions  and  flew  over  the  eagles  open  feeding 
water  before  10am  and  they  even  landed  their  helicopter  in  the  closure 
area  (yep,  we  got  it  on  video.) 

We  were  glad  our  numbers  were  strong  so  that  we  could  monitor  their 
actions . 

By  the  end  of  the  day,  no  buffalo  were  killed. 

So  the  DOL  had  gone  and  the  woods  got  quiet  again,  we  found  quite  a few 
straggling  buffalo,  including  a newborn  calf  and  its  shell  shocked  mother. 

Since  then  we've  been  watching  the  small  groups  that  wander  in  and  out 
of  the  park  when  they  feel  like  it.  The  DOL  continues  to  try  to  haze  them 
into  the  park,  we  haven't  heard  anything  more  about  their  threat  to  shoot 
the  buffalo  who  are  still  out  of  the  park.  In  fact  Larry  Petersen,  the 
chief  executive  of  the  DOL,  sent  us  a personal  letter  the  other  day  saying 
he  looked  forward  to  working  with  us  next  year.  One  activist  called  it 
"pretty  damn  cordial"  of  him. 

In  a few  days  were  only  going  to  have  4 people  here.  Though  the  buffalo 
don't  seem  to  be  in  as  much  danger  as  they  were  this  winter,  our  patrols 
are  probably  the  only  thing  making  the  DOL  play  nice. 

We  also  have  to  keep  the  office  running,  which  is  more  work  than  it 
looks  like  as  well  as  doing  our  educational  tables  again  this  summer.  We 
still  need  a few  volunteers  for  the  months  to  come. 

Buffalo  Nations  is  much  bigger  than  just  those  of  us  at  the  cabin. 

Thanks  for  your  support  and  for  spreading  the  word.  Happy  traveling  to  the 
Swedes,  wherever  they  are. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+ CNN  Earth  Matters  recently  did  a piece  on  the  hazing. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+ Buffalo  Nations  will  be  continuing  our  work  year  round  until  this 
madness  stops.  Although  it  is  early  to  be  thinking  about  the  next 
field  season,  the  hazing  action  did  point  out  that  we  can  definitely 
use  some  more  good  field  radios,  batteries,  rechargers,  a home  base  cb, 
cbs  and  antennae,  video  camera  gear  and  batteries  as  well  as  some  good 
field  tape  recorders.  Any  help  with  fulfilling  this  wish  list  will  be 
most  appreciated. 

Thanks  so  much  for  all  of  your  continued  support.  Any  and  all  help 
from  radios  to  donations  to  spreading  the  word  is  important. 


Thanks  and  happy  spring!  Today,  the  snow  is  melting  off  in  the 
mountains  of  Yellowstone,  but  as  they  say  about  Montana  springs ... "if 
ya'  don't  like  the  weather .. .wait  5 minutes." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Please  check  out 

http : //www.wildrockies . org/buffalo 

for  updates  from  the  only  group  working  every  day  in  the  Park:  Buffalo 
Nations  and  find  out  what  you  can  do 
http : //www.wildrockies . org/bison 

Please  pass  these  URL's  on 
Also 

check  this  out! 

sign  on  to  the  code  of  silence! 
http : //www.wildrockies . org/quiet/ 
no  more  helicopter  hazing!... 

"RE : Gorton/Racial  Project"  

Date:  Thu,  14  May  1998  21:38:34  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Richard  Clark  Eckert  <rceckert@umich . edu> 

Subj : Gorton  - Racial  Project 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

NOTE:  A large  portion  of  the  ideas  reflected  in  this  posting  are  derived 
from  the  writings  of  Blauner,  Cruse,  Fannon,  Omi  and  Winant  and  other 
race/ethnicity  theorists  — with  a special  emphasis  on  Omi  and  Winant. 

A very  pessimistic  comment  here  - 

The  Gorton  push  to  limit  Native  sovereignty  smacks  at  the  core  of  what 
Omi  and  Winant  in  _Racial  Formation  in  the  United  States_  (Routledge, 

1994  2nd  edition)  call  the  "equality  of  opportunity"  rhetoric  of  the  new 
right.  Racism  is  ideologically  legitimated  by  arguing  the  equality  of 
rights  of  individuals  in  lieu  of  equality  of  collective  rights.  At  the 
same  time  this  neoconservative  racial  project  argues  for  a focus  on 
universalism,  not  particulars.  Thus,  the  new  racism  is  masked  in  rhetoric 
such  as  "Equal  Rights  For  Everyone."  That  theme  is  very  much  a part  of 
the  anti-Indian  rhetoric  in  a number  of  states. 

In  a failure  to  contend  with  conservatives  on  the  issue  of  race  liberals 
have  pretend  that  race  is  no  longer  an  issue,  often  citing  Billy  Wilson's 
_Declining  Significance  of  Race_.  But  far  worse  than  clinging  to  the 
flawed  ideals  of  Wilson,  the  liberals  have  absorbed  the  neoconservative 
agenda  on  race.  The  pinnacle  of  this  ideological  retreat  is  documented  in 
the  President's  Initiative  on  Race,  something  I am  sorry  to  say  some 
Natives  have  come  to  support.  The  retreat  has  been  in  progress  for  more 
than  20  years  now.  The  liberals  response  to  the  conservative  "race 
card"  is  to  try  to  ignore  it.  They  sold  out  to  the  white  right  wing 
folks! 

The  implication  of  this  20  year  pattern  of  retreat  from  the  collective 
gains  of  the  60's  and  70's  is  that  the  Democrats  will  sit  back  and  pretend 
that  race  is  not  the  issue  when  they  vote  to  limit  sovereignty.  But 
consider  this  - whether  looking  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  collective  or 
the  rights  of  the  individual  - both  are  paternalistic.  Consider  for  a 
moment  the  anti-statism  that  was  present  in  the  Reagan-Bush  years.  Whites 
were  trying  to  free  themselves  from  Fed  paternalism.  Now  they  are  saying 
that  Natives  need  to  be  freed  from  Native  paternalism.  Paternalism  of  the 
past  will  look  like  a picnic  if  Gorton  gets  his  way. 

Gorton  is  fine  tuning  this  notion  as  is  that  Democrat  from  CN  who 
wants  to  limit  tribal  purchases  of  off-rez  lands.  Thompson  (Gov  - WI) 
and  Engler  (Gov  - MI)  have  made  political  careers  off  of  it.  They  are 
all  arguing  that  non-Natives  should  have  equal  opportunity  access  to  that 
which  belongs  to  Natives,  but  at  the  same  time  Natives  should  not  have 
equal  opportunity  access  to  retrieve  that  which  was  stolen.  Natives 
should  for  some  reason  accept  their  view  of  what  is  best  for  us.  Yuk! 


I hate  to  say  it  but  this  Gorton  thing  looks  real  bad  in  terms  of  the 
pattern  of  the  last  20  years.  It  sounds  like  Bush  emerging  from  the  LA 
riots  blaming  social  welfare  policies  instead  of  the  abuses  in  power  by 
the  police.  Said  something  like  the  people  of  LA  had  to  start  taking 
responsibility.  Hey  the  police  maybe  needed  to  be  a bit  responsible! 

MAYBE  John  Trudell  was  correct  when  he  called  Billy  Clinton  "the  biggest 
fascist  of  them  all"  this  past  January.  But  then  Trudell  also  asked  why 
Hope  was  part  of  the  Pandora's  Box  and  why  Hope  wasn't  in  some  other  box. 
Whoa!  I did  say  MAYBE.  Have  to  wait  and  see  what  Billy  does  or  doesn't  do. 

So  how  can  the  white  right  wing  pile  of  manure  be  stirred  so  that  even  a 
moron  has  the  common  sense  to  recognize  the  stench  for  what  it  is?  That 
is,  how  can  we  invoke  a sacred  argument,  an  argument  so  smart  that  no  one 
in  their  white  right  wing  mind  can  argue  with  it?  And  still  dodge  the 
universalism  and  essentialism  of  the  Republican  rhetoric?  And  without 
pretending  their  isn't  a problem  the  way  the  Democrats  have?  And  without 
sounding  like  some  overdosed  left  wing  Marxist  who  still  can't  figure  out 
that  Marxism  ain't  gonna  make  it  in  American  politics? 

So  --  Can  the  neoconservative  attacks  on  Natives  be  diverted  with  a 
claim  of  "collective  sovereignty  by  individuals  consent"  or  some  other 
social  contract  theme  of  consensus  that  brings  in  the  individual  without 
diminishing  sovereignty?  hmmm  - I am  open  to  suggestions.  And  then  of 
course  there  will  be  the  request  for  suggestion  on  how  to  implement  such  a 
theme. 

Richard  C.  Eckert 

"RE:  World  Trade  Organization  Protest"  

Date:  Wed,  20  May  1998  10:57:51  +0200  (MET) 

From:  pga@agp.org  (Peoples'  Global  Action  Secretariat) 

Subj : International  press  release 

UUCP  email 
May  18th,  1998 

3rd  international  PRESS  RELEASE 
by  Peoples'  Global  Action 

Today  the  Second  Ministerial  Conference  of  the 

(WTO)  starts  in  Geneva,  in  the  context  of  a hundreds  of  protests  all  over 
the  World. 

Nearly  a million  of  people  from  all  social  sectors  (farmers,  indigenous 
peoples,  workers,  women,  ethnical  groups,  unemployed  and  many  other 
groups)  are  expressing  since  the  1st  of  May  our  rejection  to  the  WTO,  the 
multilateral  trade  system,  and  neoliberal  policies  - participating  in  the 
first  international  days  of  action  of  Peoples'  Global  Action  (PGA)  against 
"Free"  Trade  and  the  WTO. 

Selection  of  actions  during  the  G8  Summit  in  Birmingham  (16th/17th  May) 
and  during  the  World  Trade  Organisation  (WTO)  meeting  in  Geneva  (18th-20th 
May) 

On  Saturday,  at  the  same  time  as  the  beginning  of  the  G8  Summit,  over 
hundred  thousand  people  throughout  the  world  protested  against  the  WTO  and 
their  neoliberal  policies: 

Global  Street  Parties  were  celebrated  in  35  cities  all  over  the  world, 
for  example  in  Geneva,  Birmingham,  Sydney,  Toronto  and  Prague  with  several 
thousand  people  in  each  town. 

In  Brazil,  a protest  march  of  40  000  landless  and  homeless  people 
reached  the  capital  Brasilia;  10  000  unemployed  joined  them  on  Monday.  On 
Wednesday,  the  final  day  of  the  WTO  conference,  a demonstration  through 
the  government  district  of  Brasilia  is  planned. 

In  India,  23  regional  conferences  against  the  WTO  are  occurring  today. 

In  Hyderabad,  WTO  symbols  are  being  burned  in  several  public  places.  On 
Saturday,  there  were  more  than  100  actions  against  the  WTO  and  on  May  1st, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  peasants  and  workers  urged  the  Indian  to  withdraw 
from  the  WTO  in  a massive  national  rally. 

In  Canada,  a protest  against  the  planned  Multilateral  Agreement  on 
Investment  (MAI)  is  scheduled  for  today.  There  will  be  further 


demonstrations  and  direct  actions  in  different  Canadian  cities  on 
Wednesday.  The  OECD  meeting  starting  this  weekend  in  Montreal  shall  be 
blocked  throughout  its  duration. 

On  "Peoples'  Trade  Day  today,  actions  are  being  carried  out  in  the 
United  States  and  in  Geneva  against  different  symbolic  centers  of  global 
capitalism. 

Meanwhile,  an  incredible  wave  of  repression  is  hitting  Geneva: 
throughout  the  town,  people  are  being  stopped  by  the  police  at  random, 
arrested  and  jailed  for  hours  without  any  given  reason  - without  judicial 
basis.  Foreign  persons  which  "do  not  carry  enough  money  on  them"  (about 
500  SFrs.)  are  registered  for  police  records  and  then  deported  with  a 
prohibition  of  re-entry. 

Many  people  got  heavily  injured  by  the  police  on  Saturday  evening, 
although  they  behaved  passively.  At  least  one  young  man  from  Geneva  still 
is  in  intensive  care  due  to  inner  bleeding.  The  bicycle  caravan  "Money 
or  Life"  organized  by  WiWa  Wendland  in  Germany  was  already  stopped  before 
reaching  Geneva,  all  foreign  participants  were  arrested,  deported  and  are 
not  allowed  to  re-enter  Switzerland  for  two  years.  40  Italians  were 
arrested  on  their  arrival  at  the  train  station  in  Geneva  and  also  deported. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  the  caravan  traveled  to  the  French  border  to  return 
the  wagons,  tractors  and  further  equipment  back  to  the  German  participants 
banned  from  Switzerland  who  were  waiting  at  the  other  side  of  the  border. 

On  their  way  back  to  Geneva,  ten  people  were  arrested,  among  them  two 
journalists  from  Switzerland  and  from  Berlin.  These  were  also  registered 
for  police  records  and  had  to  spend  hours  in  a freezing  cold  civil  service 
building  wearing  summer  clothes.  After  this  custody  they  were  given  a 
paper  written  in  French  accusing  them  of  having  participated  in  all 
actions  and  demonstrations  and  were  urged  to  sign  it. 

We  condemn  these  arbitrary  acts  of  the  Genevan  police  and  justice.  These 
arrests  are  clearly  illegal.  We  especially  protest  against  the  detention 
of  journalists. 

Peoples'  Global  Action  is  a worldwide  alliance  of  organizations  and 
grassroots  movements  that  was  formed  the  last  February  in  a conference 
where  representatives  of  grassroots  movements  from  56  countries  of  all 
continents  came  together.  The  conference  produced  the  Manifesto  of  the  PGA 
(available  at  www.agp.org)  that  states: 

"We  live  in  a time  in  which  capital,  with  the  help  of  international 
agencies  like  the  World  Trade  Organisation  (WTO),  the  International 
Monetary  Fund  (IMF),  the  World  Bank  (WB)  and  other  institutions,  is 
shaping  national  policies  in  order  to  strengthen  its  global  control  over 
political,  economic  and  cultural  life. 

Capital  has  always  been  global.  Its  boundless  drive  for  expansion  and 
profit  recognises  no  limits.  From  the  slave  trade  of  earlier  centuries  to 
the  imperial  colonisation  of  peoples,  lands  and  cultures  across  the  globe, 
capitalist  accumulation  has  always  fed  on  the  blood  and  tears  of  the 
peoples  of  the  world.  This  destruction  and  misery  has  been  restrained  only 
by  grassroots  resistance. 

Today,  capital  is  deploying  a new  strategy  to  assert  its  power  and 
neutralise  peoples'  resistance.  Its  name  is  economic  globalisation,  and  it 
consists  in  the  dismantling  of  national  limitations  to  trade  and  to  the 
free  movement  of  capital. 

The  effects  of  economic  globalisation  spread  through  the  fabric  of 
societies  and  communities  of  the  world,  integrating  their  peoples  into  a 
single  gigantic  system  aimed  at  the  extraction  profit  and  the  control  of 
peoples  and  nature.  Words  like  "globalisation",  "liberalisation"  and 
"deregulation"  just  disguise  the  growing  disparities  in  living  conditions 
between  elites  and  masses  in  both  privileged  and  "peripheral"  countries. 

++ 

Land,  water,  forest,  wildlife,  aquatic  life  and  mineral  resources  are  not 
commodities,  but  our  life  support.  For  decades  the  powers  that  have  emerged 
from  money  and  market  have  swelled  their  profits  and  tightened  their  control 
of  politics  and  economics  by  usurping  these  resources,  at  the  cost  of  the 
lives  and  livelihoods  of  vast  majorities  around  the  world.  For  decades  the 
World  Bank  and  the  IMF,  and  now  the  WTO,  in  alliance  with  national 


governments  and  corporate  powers,  have  facilitated  maneuverings  to 
appropriate  the  environment.  The  result  is  environmental  devastation,  tragic 
and  unmanageable  social  displacement,  and  the  wiping  out  of  cultural  and 
biological  diversity,  much  of  it  irretrievably  lost  without  compensation  to 
those  reliant  on  it. 

++ 

The  WTO,  the  IMF,  the  World  Bank,  and  other  institutions  that  promote 
globalisation  and  liberalisation  want  us  to  believe  in  the  beneficial 
effects  of  global  competition.  Their  agreements  and  policies  constitute 
direct  violations  of  basic  human  rights  (including  civil,  political, 
economic,  social,  labour  and  cultural  rights)  which  are  codified  in 
international  law  and  many  national  constitutions,  and  ingrained  in  people's 
understandings  of  human  dignity.  We  have  had  enough  of  their  inhuman 
policies.  We  reject  the  principle  of  competitiveness  as  solution  for 
peoples'  problems.  It  only  leads  to  the  destruction  of  small  producers  and 
local  economies.  Neo-liberalism  is  the  real  enemy  of  economic  freedom. 

++ 

The  need  has  become  urgent  for  concerted  action  to  dismantle  the 
illegitimate  world  governing  system  which  combines  transnational  capital, 
nation-states,  international  financial  institutions  and  trade  agreements. 

Only  a global  alliance  of  peoples'  movements,  respecting  autonomy  and 
facilitating  action-oriented  resistance,  can  defeat  this  emerging  globalised 
monster.  If  impoverishment  of  populations  is  the  agenda  of  neo-liberalism, 
direct  empowerment  of  the  peoples  though  constructive  direct  action  and 
civil  disobedience  will  be  the  programme  of  the  Peoples'  Global  Action 
against  "Free"  Trade  and  the  WTO." 

In  a press  briefing  that  took  place  today  at  United  Nations  the 
representatives  of  PGA  declared:  "The  struggle  that  takes  place  in  these 
days  will  continue  until  the  disappearance  of  the  WTO  and  all  other 
institutions  and  agreements  that  cause  misery  and  death.  It  is  part  of  a 
process  of  convergence  of  millions  of  people  fighting  all  over  the  planet 
for  a just  society  in  harmony  with  the  environment.  The  movements  that 
participate  in  this  process  want  to  send  a clear  message  to  the  WTO:  we  will 
not  allow  economic  globalisation  to  destroy  our  environment,  our  culture, 
our  future,  our  lives.  Consequently,  we  reject  the  treaties  of  the  WTO  and 
we  will  not  allow  their  implementation". 

For  more  information  please  contact  our  press  office:  phone:  (0041)  22/  344 
47  31  fax:  (0041)  22/  940  20  70  e-mail:  press-action@agp.org 

-  "RE:  Quebec  News"  
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- Column  - Paul  Wells  - 
Indians  didn't  buy  PQ  ploy 

cmailto : pwells@thegazette . south am . ca>PAUL  WELLS 
The  Gazette 

Speaking  hypothetically  last  September,  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  said  he 
would  never  accept  that  Quebec  be  recognized  as  a "nation"  but  barred  from 
leaving  Canada.  Trading  labels  for  "rights"  in  that  way,  Bouchard  said, 

"would  make  Quebec  socially  unique  but  politically  a eunuch." 

Shortly  after  he  said  that,  Bouchard  sent  his  Indian  affairs  minister,  Guy 
Chevrette,  off  with  pruning  shears  to  geld  Quebec's  aboriginal  populations. 

On  Tuesday,  the  Indians  called  Chevrette 's  bluff.  Their  rejection  of  his 
overtures  is  very,  very  important  to  the  debate  over  Quebec  secession. 

Chevrette' s assignment  was  to  get  aboriginal  signatures  on  a deal  that 
would  offer  real  improvements  to  Quebec  aboriginals'  ability  to  govern 
themselves  - in  return  for  respect  of  Quebec's  "territorial  integrity." 

Why?  Because  several  aboriginal  populations,  especially  the  Cree  and  Inuit, 


have  insisted  they  will  never  be  forced  to  join  a Quebec  secession  without 
their  consent.  And  in  landmark  referendums  held  in  October  1995,  those 
populations  voted  overwhelmingly  against  joining  any  Quebec  secession. 

This  opens  up  the  real  possibility  that  a seceding  Quebec  would  be  unable 
to  hang  on  to  the  northern  two-thirds  of  its  territory. 

So  on  April  2,  Chevrette  offered  a set  of  excellent  ideas  for  improving 
Quebec's  relationship  with  aboriginals.  These  would  include  letting  their 
communities  decide  how  to  spend  tax  revenues  collected  internally,  and 
substantial  new  investments  from  Quebec. 

But  there  were  three  conditions:  that  the  Indians  recognize  Quebec's 
territorial  integrity,  the  sovereignty  of  the  National  Assembly,  and  the 
Quebec  government's  "legislative  and  regulatory  effectivity . " 

That  "effectivity"  bit  is  especially  telling.  During  February's  landmark 
Supreme  Court  hearings  on  secession,  sovereignist  lawyer  Andre  loli-Coeur 
argued  Quebec's  government  could  secede  from  Canada  by  demonstrating 
"effective  control"  over  Quebec  territory. 

Lawyers  for  the  Cree  and  other  aboriginals  asked  the  Supremes  how, 
precisely,  that  control  would  be  exercised. 

Well,  how  better  than  with  a piece  of  paper  saying,  in  effect,  "We  Indians 
say  the  Quebec  government  can  have  the  lot  of  it?" 

Ghislain  Picard,  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  of  Quebec  and 
Labrador,  told  me  yesterday  Chevrette  sprang  this  "territorial  integrity" 
stuff  on  the  natives  very  late  in  the  game. 

"Last  December,  at  the  moment  of  his  first  contact  with  certain  Quebec 
chiefs,  Mr.  Chevrette  said,  'We  could  chat  forever  about  philosophical  or 
theoretical  issues,  but  it  won't  advance  more  practical  issues  in  natives' 
everyday  life. ' " 

So  far,  so  good.  "At  that  meeting  there  was  no  document  tabled.  Then  on 
March  27,  when  there  was  a private  meeting  between  certain  chiefs  and  Mr. 
Chevrette,  they  showed  us  overheads,  12  or  15,  with  the  broad  outlines  of 
their  policy  document.  But  there  was  never  a reference  to  the  question  of 
territorial  integrity. 

"But  the  final  document  came  out  with,  I don't  know,  a reference  every  two 
or  three  pages  to  that  issue.  So  it  was  a bit  surprising  to  us." 

Well,  yeah,  I guess  so.  You  think  you're  negotiating  in  good  faith  with  a 
government  interested  in  improving  the  real  lives  of  real  people,  and  you 
realize  it's  all  about  the  Quebec  government  taking  your  land  in  some 
future  secession. 

Now  Picard,  and  the  chiefs  he  represents,  are  in  a sticky  wicket.  They  want 
to  negotiate  those  real  improvements,  but  they  have  the  distinct  impression 
they  cannot  get  those  improvements  without  signing  away  the  same 
territorial  and  self-determination  rights  claimed  by  the  Quebec  government. 

"I  think  it  would  be  absolutely  unjust,  even  odious,  for  the  Quebec 
government  to  make  our  communities'  economic  development  conditional  on 
principals  that  are  Quebec's  alone,"  Picard  said. 

Flere,  for  the  six-  or  seven-hundredth  time,  is  an  example  of  the  profound 
unilateralism  of  the  Quebec  sovereignty  movement.  Imagine  the  sanctimonious 
outrage  from  Quebec  City  if  a federal  government  ever  offered  to  trade 
money  or  social  programs  for  a formal  rejection  of  the  sovereignist 
project.  "Eunuch"  would  be  only  the  most  polite  word  out  of  Bouchard's 
mouth . 

But  those  are  the  terms  of  the  deal  Bouchard  and  Chevrette  offered  the 
aboriginals.  And  now  they're  mad  they  got  caught.  Typical. 
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John  Soper:  The  province  will  begin  formal  talks  with  the  Innu  Nation 
about  a $10  billion  hydro-electric  development  for  the  Lower  Churchill 
River.  The  river  is  part  of  the  Innu's  traditional  land  claim.  As  Chris 
Hall  reports,  talks  are  beginning  that  may  resolve  the  dispute. 

Chris  Hall:  This  was  the  scene  just  two  months  ago  when  Brian  Tobin  and 
Lucien  Bouchard  arrived  in  Churchill  Falls  to  announce  their  hydro-electric 
project.  About  100  Innu  blocked  the  road  into  town  and  they  warned  both 
Premiers  that  the  work  won't  go  ahead  unless  their  demands  are  met. 
Yesterday  that  confrontation  gave  way  to  conversation  as  Innu  leaders 
joined  Tobin  around  the  board  room  table  in  his  St.  John's  office.  Chief 
Katie  Rich  says  the  Premier  understands  their  concerns. 

Katie  Rich:  And  I think  that  there  has  bee  a change  and  the  Newfoundland 
government  is  changing  that  and  saying  to  us  that  we,  the  elected  have  us 
involved . 

Chris  Hall:  Tobin  says  the  talks  will  deal  with  the  Innu's  land  claim  and 
their  concerns  about  the  proposed  development.  The  province  is  sharing 
confidential  information  with  the  Innu  and  Tobin  says  his  government  will 
pay  for  them  to  hire  a consultant  to  oversee  environmental  studies  that 
begin  this  summer. 

Brian  Tobin:  We  see  this  project  going  forward  on  a partnership  basis. 

And  if  there's  an  appropriate  role  and  opportunity  for  benefit  for  the  Innu 
people,  it's  part  of  this  development.  Those  issues  and  others,  I'm  sure 
will  all  be  discussed. 

Chris  Hall:  But  after  that  the  details  get  a little  fuzzy.  Tobin  and  Rich 
refuse  to  say  whether  these  discussions  will  include  the  most  contentious 
issue,  the  Innu's  outstanding  claim  for  compensation  for  land  that  was 
flooded  forever  when  the  original  dam  was  built  on  the  Churchill  River  30 
years  ago.  Chris  Hall,  CBC  News,  St.  John's. 

The  Innu  Nation  of  Labrador  will  take  part  in  negotiations  with  the 
provincial  government  to  develop  the  Lower  Churchill  Hydro  Project. 
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Chris  Green:  The  Innu  Nation  of  Labrador  will  take  part  in  negotiations 
with  the  provincial  government  to  develop  second  Churchill  Falls  Hydro 
Project.  However  details  are  sketchy  as  to  the  scope  of  the  talks. 

Premier  Brian  Tobin  would  not  say  if  the  Innu  would  be  considered  partners 
in  the  deal  currently  being  negotiated  between  this  province  and  Quebec. 

Brian  Tobin:  Katie  has  indicated  to  me  for  the  time  and  the  information 
necessary  and  so  on,  to  consult  with  the  community,  a process  I know  is 
already  underway.  We  have  some  weeks  ago  provided  information,  full 
information  to  the  Innu  Nation,  including  documents,  material,  and 
analysis,  that  information  has  been  held  in  confidence. 

Chris  Green:  Innu  Chief  Katie  Rich  says  the  provincial  government  has  shown 
its  open  to  native  input. 

Katie  Rich:  We  weren't  aware  of  these  discussions  and  I think  that  there 
has  been  a change  in  how  the  Newfoundland  government  is  taking  changing 
that  and  saying  to  us  that  we,  they  would  like  to  have  us  involved  in 
anything  that  goes  on  on  the  land. 


Chris  Green:  Yesterday  was  the  first  sign  of  cooperation  since  a small  but 
effective  protest  by  the  Innu  disrupted  a project  signing  ceremony  in 
Churchill  Falls  last  March. 


Innu  take  part  in  Churchill  talks 
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The  Innu  Nation  of  Labrador  agreed  Wednesday  to  begin  negotiations  with 
the  Newfoundland  government  aimed  at  developing  a $10-billion  joint 
hydroelectric  project  with  Quebec  on  the  Churchill  River. 

But  details  were  sketchy  as  to  the  scope  of  the  talks. 

Newfoundland  Premier  Brian  Tobin  and  Innu  Nation  President  Katie  Rich 
would  not  say  if  the  Innu  would  be  considered  partners  in  the  deal  being 
negotiated  between  government  and  hydro  company  officials  in  Newfoundland 
and  Quebec,  or  whether  any  agreement  would  be  a side  deal. 

Rich  also  refused  to  say  whether  compensation  for  flooding  that  occurred 
on  land  claimed  by  the  Innu  when  the  first  Churchill  Falls  power  project 
began  production  in  1971  would  be  on  the  table. 

"We've  met  with  the  premier  regarding  the  Lower  Churchill  and  we've 
agreed  that  we  would  sit  down  and  negotiate  as  government  to  government," 
said  Rich. 

"We  have  established  trust  for  going  forward,"  added  Tobin. 

A team  of  negotiators  was  to  draw  up  a schedule  for  the  talks  today  and 
outline  areas  to  be  covered. 

Tobin  said  these  talks  do  not  involve  Hydro-Quebec  or  the  Quebec 
government . 

The  move  marks  the  first  real  signs  of  progress  between  the  two 
governments  and  aboriginals  since  a small  but  effective  protest  last  March 
disrupted  plans  by  Tobin  and  Quebec  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  to  announce 
the  framework  for  a future  deal. 

The  Innu  Nation  and  the  Mamit  Innuat  of  northern  Quebec  said  they  were 
angry  they  were  not  consulted  about  the  project  at  the  outset. 

They  also  said  outstanding  land  claims  must  be  settled  and  compensation 
be  awarded  for  the  earlier  flooding  before  any  new  project  would  be 
allowed  to  proceed. 

Tobin  renewed  his  commitment  Wednesday  to  the  "fast-tracked"  land-claim 
negotiations  that  had  been  under  way  before  the  Churchill  River 
announcement  was  made. 

The  Labrador  Innu  say  they  are  satisfied  now  that  they  will  have  a say 
in  how  the  project  is  planned. 

"On  March  9 we  were  not  aware  of  discussions  between  Quebec  and  the 
Newfoundland  premier  and  I think  there  has  been  a change  in  how  the 
Newfoundland  government  is  trying  to  have  us  involved,"  said  Rich. 

The  Innu  Nation  now  has  the  same  information  and  analysis  about  the 
proposed  project  as  the  government  has,  said  Tobin. 

The  province  will  also  be  providing  funding  to  the  Innu  so  they  can 
conduct  their  own  review  of  some  preliminary  environmental  work  that  will 
be  done  by  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  Hydro  this  summer. 

The  deal  between  Newfoundland  and  Quebec,  if  finalized  by  a target  date 
of  Dec.  15,  would  see  3,200  megawatts  of  new  power  developed  from  the 
Churchill  River  system. 

It  would  include  a $3. 2-billion  dam  on  the  Lower  Churchill,  the 
diversion  of  water  from  two  Quebec  rivers  into  a new  generating  station  on 
the  Upper  Churchill  and  $3  billion  in  new  transmission  lines  in  the  two 
provinces . 

Bouchard  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

The  Quebec  Innu  have  refused  to  meet  with  the  provincial  government  to 
discuss  the  project  and  don't  plan  on  changing  their  minds  soon,  said 
Armand  McKenzie,  a lawyer  for  the  Mamit  Innuat. 
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Cindy  Wall:  A decision  today  by  the  Voisey's  Bay  Environmental  Review 
Panel  could  delay  the  public  hearings  by  another  couple  of  months.  The 
panel  has  asked  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  for  more  information  on  the  effects  of 
its  proposed  mine. 

leff  Gilhuley:  The  decision  came  after  months  of  public  review  and  scrutiny 
by  panel  members  of  the  nickel  companies  impact  statement.  Leslie 
Griffiths  Chairs  that  panel  and  Cindy  reached  her  in  her  home  in  Nova 
Scotia . 

Cindy  Wall:  Miss  Griffiths  can  you  explain  for  us  how  the  panel  came  up 
with  this  decision  to  ask  for  more  information  from  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel? 

Was  it  entirely  based  on  your  own  reading  of  the  statement  or  did  the 
public  play  a large  role  here? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  Well  certainly  the  Deficiency  Statement  is  the,  is  the 
result  of  the  panel's  deliberations  and  it  is  our  decision.  The  process 
that  we  used  was  that  like  many  other  people  we  spent  some  long  hours 
reading  the  EIS  very  carefully  and  then  of  course  we  received  many 
submissions,  some  quite  long  and  detailed  submissions  from  the  public  and 
also  of  course  from  federal  and  provincial  agencies.  So  we  got  a lot  of 
input  there  and  we  looked  at  that  very  carefully,  then  we  held  several  days 
of  meetings  in  which  we  went  back  to  our  guidelines,  very  carefully  went 
through  our  guidelines,  looked  at  our  own  comments  from  our  own  reading, 
looked  at  comments  that  we  received  from  other  people  and  tossed  it  round, 
round,  and  round  and  then  eventually  made  our  decision.  So  we  certainly 
had  a lot  of  input  to  consider,  ultimately  of  course  it  is  the  panels 
decision . 

Cindy  Wall:  Can  we  go  over  then  some  of  the  areas  that  you  do  need  more 
information  on,  what  specifically  are  you  looking  for? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  Some  of  the  things  that  we  are  looking  for  more 
information  on  is  the  Marine  Transportation  system.  We  are  looking  for 
some  more  information  on  the  water  and  waste  management  proposals  they 
have.  We  have  focused  on  a couple  of,  some  key  geographic  areas  within  the 
claim  block  and  asked  for  some  more  information  on  those.  Then  we...  Some 
more  information  on  biological  resources  to  fill  out  some  of  the  impact 
assessment  information  they  have  given  us.  Finally  we  have  asked  for  some 
more  information  on  socio  economic  matters  particularly  relating  to  the 
labor  force  information,  and  stuff  on  insurance  and  liability  provisions, 
and  then  finally  some  more  information  on  monitoring  and  follow  up. 

Cindy  Wall:  Oh  those  are  some  big,  broad  areas  aren't  they? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  Well  we  have  tried  to  be  quite  specific  within  those 
areas  about  the  information  we  feel  is  required  to  complete  the  EIS. 

Cindy  Wall:  I'm  going  to  jump  to  one  area  that  sort  of  stood  out  for  me, 
that's  mercury  contaminant  potential.  Your  saying  there  is  just  not  enough 
of  what  can  happen,  you  know  if,  what  the  potential  is  for  some 
contamination  there. 


Leslie  Griffiths:  Well  the  issue  around  that  is  that  obviously  mercury 
contamination  is,  in  the  north  has  been  a question  that  many  people  have  in 

other  areas.  So  we  found  that  when  we  went  to  the  EIS  we  were  not  able  to 

determine  whether  or  not  the  project,  it  was  likely  that  the  project  was  in 
fact  going  to  be  releasing  any  additional  mercury  into  the  environment.  It 
may  be  and  it  may  not  be,  but  we  didn't  find  the  information  to,  that  would 
enable  people  to  discuss  that  at  the  public  hearings.  So  we  just  asked  for 

the  proponent  to  provide  us  with  some  basic  information  about  that. 

Cindy  Wall:  Okay.  Overall  how  did  the  original  statement  do  in  meeting  the 
panels  guidelines?  Can  you  tell  us  that? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  There  was  certainly  a great  deal  of  information  in  the 
EIS  and  many  of  our  guidelines  were  certainly  met  adequately.  But  there 
were  some  specific  areas  which  we  have  identified  in  the  statement  that  we 
feel  we  need  more  information. 

Cindy  Wall:  How  much,  I wonder,  does  this  amount  to,  this  additional 
information  that's  required?  I'm  not  sure  how  far  in  depth  now  the  company 
has  to  go  that  it  hasn't  already  gone.  I don't  know  if  you  can  give  us 
some  sense  of  that? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  I think  that's  certainly  for  VBNC  to  respond  to  and  to 
give  some  indication  of  how  long  they  think  it  would  take  them  to  get  the 
information.  It's  certainly  never  the  panels  intention  to  cause  long 
delay's  in  the  process,  and  in  many  cases  when  you  read  the  deficiency 
statements  you  will  see  that  we  have  in  fact  qualified  our  requests  by 
saying  that  we  would  like  the  response  based  on  currently  available  data  so 
that  in  many  cases  we  quite  specifically  asked  the  proponent  not  to  go  out 
and  gather  a whole  lot  of  new  data. 

Cindy  Wall:  Okay  so  once  you  do  get  the  additional  information  then  what 
happens?  Does  it  go  back  to  the  public  once  again? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  Yes,  there  is  another,  somewhat  shorter  public  review  of 
that  additional  information.  It  will  be  out  for  public  review  for  45  days. 
When  that  period  is  ended  the  panel  then  has  an  additional  15  days  in  which 
we  will  determine  whether  this,  with  this  additional  information  we  now 
believe  we  can  go  forward  to  public  hearings  or  not. 

Cindy  Wall:  Miss  Griffiths  thank  you  very  much. 

Leslie  Griffiths:  Okay  your  welcome. 

leff  Gilhuley:  Leslie  Griffiths  is  Chair  of  the  Federal  Environmental  Panel 
that  is  reviewing  the  Voisey's  Bay  Project. 

The  Premier  isn't  surprised  that  the  Environmental  Panel  found  deficiencies 
in  the  Voisey's  Bay  EIS  report. 
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leff  Gilhuley:  The  Premier,  Brian  Tobin  also  gave  his  reaction  this 
afternoon  to  this  news  about  the  Voisey's  Bay  EIS.  The  Premier  told 
reporters  that  he  is  not  surprised  the  assessment  panel  found  deficiencies 
in  it,  especially  given  the  scope  of  the  project. 

Brian  Tobin:  I think  you  have  got  recognize  this  is  very  large,  very 
complex  project.  It  is  a green  field  site  that's  being  developed,  not  an 
existing  industrial  site  and  frankly  what  the  people  should...  what  the 
public  should  draw  from  the  conclusion  today  is  that  the  environmental 
review  process  has  integrity,  that  the  panel  is  working,  it's  doing  its 
job,  it  is  not  prepared  to  accept  at  face  value  a report  notwithstanding 
the  effort  and  the  cost  and  the  complexity  that's  gone  into  it,  that  they 


are  asking  additional  questions.  Quite  frankly  we  have  said  from  day  one 
we  want  a project  from  many  points  of  view  including  the  environmental 
point  of  view  which  represents  a world  class  undertaking.  We  are  not  in  a 
hurry  as  a province  to  see  from  an  environmental  point  of  view  shortcuts 
taken.  So  quite  frankly  it  gives  me  added  comfort  that  the  process  is  an 
appropriate  one,  that  at  the  end  of  the  day  I think  this  project  is  still 
deliverable  within  the  kind  of  time  frame  that  was  talked  about  originally 
as  it  was  announced,  baring  in  mind  somewhat  of  a delay  which  has  already 
been  built  in.  Frankly  you  can't  rush  the  environmental  requirements  of 
this  project,  that's  what  we  are  seeing  with  today's  decision.  We  are 
seeing  that  the  process  works,  but  there  is  nothing  here  in  what  has  been 
handed  down  today  which  should  cause  any  undue  delay.  There  is  a request, 
there  is  a demand,  there  is  a requirement  for  additional  information,  but 
we  are  not  talking  about  a demand  that  is  going  to  set  this  back  by  six 
months  or  nine  months  or  a year.  This  company  ought  to  be  able  to  respond 
to  this  within  a month  or  two.  That  should  not  unduly  affect  the  project. 

Jeff  Gilhuley:  Premier  Brian  Tobin  speaking  with  reporters  earlier  this 
afternoon . 
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Lubicon  activists  may  end  boycott  of  Daishowa 

Environmental  activists  are  considering  an  end  to  a boycott  against 
forestry  giant  Daishowa  Inc.  after  the  company  promised  Wednesday  to 
refrain  from  logging  land  claimed  by  the  Lubicon  Cree  band. 

The  announcement,  which  comes  a month  after  a court  ruling  allowing  the 
boycott,  looks  promising,  said  Ed  Bianchi,  a spokesman  for  Friends  of  the 
Lubicon . 

"We're  waiting  for  more  specifics  before  we  break  open  the  champagne. 

"I'm  cautiously  optimistic  that  this  means  Daishowa  is  making  a public 
commitment  that  we  have  asked  them  to  make  for  the  last  seven  years." 

Bianchi  commented  after  Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Inc.  announced  it 
will  not  log  in  10,000  square  kilometres  of  land  claimed  by  the  Lubicon 
until  the  issue  is  settled  by  the  Alberta  and  federal  governments. 

A court  decision  last  month  that  allowed  resumption  of  a boycott  against 
Daishowa  must  have  played  a part  in  the  decision,  Bianchi  said. 

"Obviously,  what  was  influential  is  the  way  the  boycott  gained  momentum 
during  the  trial  and  after  the  decision." 

In  late  April,  an  Ontario  judge  quashed  a 1996  injunction  against  the 
boycott.  The  judge  ruled  activists  have  a right  to  freedom  of  speech. 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon  and  other  supporters  launched  a boycott  against 
paper  bags  sold  by  Daishowa,  saying  the  company's  logging  threatened  the 
Lubicon 's  way  of  life. 

The  court  case  was  certainly  a factor  in  the  latest  announcement,  said 
Jim  Morrison,  Edmonton  general  manager  at  Daishowa-Marubeni,  a company 
affiliated  with  Daishowa  Inc. 

But  so  was  the  Daishowa-Marubeni ' s recent  decision  to  shelve  its  paper 
mill,  which  would  have  been  added  to  the  pulp  mill  near  Peace  River, 
Morrison  said. 

That  has  allowed  the  company  to  renegotiate  logging  rights  outside  the 


Lubicon  claim  area,  he  said. 

"The  boycott  file  is  closed  as  fan  as  we  are  concerned/'  Morrison  said. 

Until  now,  Daishowa-Marubeni  has  voluntarily  stayed  out  of  the  contested 
area . 

Lubicon  band  adviser  Fred  Lennarson  said  the  company  has  not  clearly 
stated  if  it  would  stay  out  of  only  a small  160-square-kilometre  area  or 
the  much  larger  10,000-square-kilometre  region  that  forms  part  of  the 
Lubicon  land  claim. 

If  it  is  the  larger  area,  the  boycott  would  be  wound  down,  Lennarson  said. 

However,  if  Daishowa-Marubeni  decided  to  eventually  go  ahead  with  the 
paper  mill,  "that  raises  a whole  series  of  other  questions,"  he  said. 

Nonetheless,  the  Lubicon  want  a settlement  to  their  59-year-old  struggle 
for  land,  Lennarson  said. 

The  Issue:  Daishowa  boycott. 

- What's  New:  Company  promises  to  refrain  from  logging  disputed  Lubicon 
lands . 

- What's  Next:  Activists  say  boycott  could  be  ended. 
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Canadian  Forum  magazine.  May  1998  by  Tony  Hall 

There  was  much  of  the  macabre  in  the  Klein  government's  aborted  move 
towards  a Final  Solution  to  end  the  legal  legacy  of  Alberta's  dark  embrace 
between  1928  and  1971  of  the  tainted  science  of  racial  purification 
through  the  state-directed  practice  of  eugenic  medicine.  It  was  strange 
to  see  how  the  Tories  responded  with  such  surprise  to  the  surge  of  public 
indignation  that  the  legislature  was  about  to  suspend  the  basic  civil 
rights  of  one  of  society's  most  vulnerable  and  gruesomely  violated  groups. 

This  attempt,  in  what  might  be  called  Eugenicsgate,  to  compound  the 
victims'  original  surgical  invasion  with  a second  assault  on  their  legal 
rights,  came  through  the  now  infamous  Bill  26.  This  legislation  would  have 
prohibited  the  courts  from  making  an  independent  adjudication  of  the 
extent  of  the  damage  done  as  a result  of  the  Crown's  butchery  of  the 
family  trees  connected  to  the  4,728  individuals  known  to  have  been 
involuntarily  sterilized. 

To  clear  the  way  for  this  second  round  of  violation  under  the  knife  in 
order  to  eliminate  their  chances  of  having  children,  the  Alberta 
government  announced  it  would  invoke  the  so-called  "notwithstanding 
clause."  The  explosive  potential  inherent  in  any  triggering  of  this 
extraordinary  legal  mechanism  is  equalled  only  in  the  federal  power  to 
disallow  provincial  legislation.  Without  a doubt,  this  most  recent  chapter 
of  Eugenicsgate  ranks  as  by  far  the  darkest  moment  in  the  history  of 
efforts  to  use  or  abuse  the  new  constitution.  The  new  twist  in  an  old 
story  has  many  implications,  not  the  least  of  which  is  probably  to  expose 
Ralph  Klein  as  unfit  for  national  leadership  of  the  PC  party. 

If  Alberta  were  home  to  a relatively  normal  and  decent  political  culture, 
there  might  be  a chance  that  the  Premier  would  acknowledge  the  gravity  of 
what  has  transpired  and  resign  with  an  apology  to  the  citizenry.  As  it  is, 
however,  Alberta  has  been  so  unshakably  ruled  for  so  long  by  the  same 
small  Family  Compact,  who  maintain  power  by  periodically  switching 
political  hats  from  Social  Credit  to  PC  to  Reform,  that  it  seems  there  can 
be  no  scandal  serious  enough  to  rupture  the  continuity  of  this  province's 
dynastic  succession.  Indeed,  in  his  glib  explanation  that  "the  lawyers 
made  me  do  it"  Ralph  Klein  demonstrates  well  the  extent  of  the  political 
illness  that  plagues  this  province.  For  a long  time  now,  the  rule  of  men 
has  been  allowed  to  prevail  over  the  rule  of  law  in  this  resource-rich 
jurisdiction  where  easy  oil  money  has  long  permitted  the  ruling  dynasty  to 
smooth  over  the  problems  generated  by  stupidity  or  corruption. 

To  underline  the  seriousness  of  the  malaise  exposed  by  Eugenicsgate,  I 


don't  think  it  beyond  the  realm  of  fair  comparison  to  equate  our  situation 
in  Alberta  to  that  of  a group  who  entered  the  police  station  only  to  find 
the  authorities  there  casually  donning  their  jackboots  and  white  KKK 
outfits.  I picture  the  authorities  looking  at  our  shocked  reaction  with 
surprise  and  then  removing  their  racist  garb  with  assurances  that  their 
outfits  will  go  back  into  the  closet  and  that  we  can  just  pick  up  where  we 
left  off. 

While  I would  expect  many  to  react  with  fast  hostility  against  such 
extreme  imagery,  allow  me  to  support  this  metaphor  with  reference  to 
information  contained  in  Angus  McLaren' s history  of  eugenics  in  Canada 
entitled  Our  Own  Master  Race.  In  that  text.  Professor  McLaren  details  the 
extensive  collaboration  before  the  Second  World  War  of  Canada's  leading 
proponents  of  eugenics,  including  Madge  Thurlow  Macklin,  with  similar 
enthusiasts  in  Nazi  Germany.  The  author  details  the  continuation  of 
state-sanctioned  eugenics  in  Alberta  until  1971,  by  which  time  there  were 
very  few  White  Anglo-Saxon  Protestant  victims. 

Instead  a disproportionate  number  of  those  deemed  too  biologically 
degenerate  to  procreate  were  Catholics  or  Eastern  Europeans.  Referring  to 
the  official  body  overseeing  the  involuntary  sterilization,  McLaren  adds, 
"In  the  last  years  of  the  Board's  activities,  Indians  and  Metis,  who 
represented  only  2.5  per  cent  of  Alberta's  population,  accounted  for  over 
25  per  cent  of  those  sterilized."  Of  course,  many  Native  people  and  their 
allies  will  be  very  familiar  with  the  kind  of  justifications  made  by 
Premier  Klein  in  introducing  Bill  26,  when  he  proclaimed  that  anything  bad 
that  has  happened  took  place  a long  time  ago  in  some  milieu  totally 
unconnected  to  today's  Alberta.  This  kind  of  rationalization  aimed  at 
distancing  citizens  and  governments  from  any  collective  responsibility  for 
state  crimes  is  typical  of  right-wing  regimes.  It  is  an  approach  that 
demonstrates  that  Klein's  real  place  is  among  the  history  impaired 
Reformers  rather  than  in  the  PC  party.  Linder  lean  Charest  or  loe  Clark's 
influence,  the  PC's  never  entirely  abandoned  their  authentic  conservative 
roots  apart  from  the  Reformesque  mania  to  forge  an  unabashedly  Darwinistic 
New  World  Order. 

In  his  move  to  suspend  the  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  in  order  to  bring 
a legal  end  to  Alberta's  direct  responsibility  for  almost  5,000  individual 
crimes  against  humanity,  Ralph  Klein  has  given  a clear  indication  of  the 
dangerous  disregard  for  the  rule  of  law  at  the  highest  levels  of  this 
provincial  government.  Moreover,  in  paternalistically  characterizing  this 
move  as  a humanitarian  act  of  compassion  for  the  surviving  victims  as  well 
as  a convenient  expedient  to  protect  the  taxpayers  of  Alberta,  Mr.  Klein 
has  effectively  repeated  the  main  features  of  the  arguments  given  to 
justify  the  original  sterilizations.  Thus,  in  attempting  to  put  distance 
between  the  provincial  PCs  and  the  crimes  committed  by  the  old  Manning 
government,  the  Premier  has  inadvertently  shown  the  striking  continuity 
that  runs  through  the  province's  leadership  from  generation  to  generation. 

Accordingly,  the  relationship  of  Eugenicsgate  to  the  Unite-the-Right 
movement  deserves  much  careful  scrutiny,  especially  given  that  Preston 
Manning's  own  brother  was  kept  with  so  many  of  the  other  patients  deemed 
genetically  unfit  at  the  now-infamous  Michener  Centre  in  Red  Deer.  In  Who 
Killed  Canadian  History?  lack  Granatstein  argues  that  Canada  is  becoming  a 
country  of  amnesiacs  with  very  little  collective  knowledge,  interest, 
respect  or  curiosity  about  our  shared  past.  This  thesis  was  painfully 
illustrated  by  the  speed  with  which  the  media  dropped  the  story  of 
Eugenicsgate  once  Ralph  Klein  backed  away  from  using  the  "notwithstanding" 
clause.  How  was  it  that  even  decades  after  the  really  big  Eugenics 
experiment  in  Nazi  Germany,  the  government  of  Alberta  continued  to  provide 
thousands  of  human  beings  for  similar  purposes?  How  is  it  that  so  many 
questions  go  unanswered  and  so  little  demand  to  know  more  about  this 
astounding  assertion  of  Master  Race  authority? 

Unfortunately,  these  questions  remain  because  of  Professor  Granatstein ' s 
own  assertions  as  a champion  and  a apologist  for  closing  down  the  Somalia 
Inquiry  as  well  as  the  preference  of  too  many  Canadian's  for  silence  and 
cover-up  rather  than  truth  and  reckoning  when  it  comes  to  racism  and 
fascism.  Who  is  killing  Canadian  history?  I would  place  particular 
responsibility  on  all  those  building  barriers  to  the  Canadian  people's 


right  to  have  full  public  inquiries  into  a growing  list  of  scandals  which 
we  need  to  understand  more  fully  if  we  are  ever  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
darker  side  of  our  body  politic.  Thus  to  the  list  of  smelly  coverups 
including  those  connected  to  the  Somali  scandal,  to  the  role  of  the  Harris 
government  in  the  murder  at  Ipperwash  of  Dudley  George,  to  the  Indian 
fighting  tactics  used  to  quell  the  Native  stand  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  and  to 
the  specifics  of  what  happened  over  more  than  a century  in  Canada's  Indian 
residential  schools,  we  can  now  add  the  unacknowledged  racist  dimension  of 
Eugenicsgate . 

Tony  Hall  teaches  Native  American  Studies  at  the  University  of  Lethbridge 
email:  hall@uleth . ca 


STOP  THE  "SMELLY  COVERUPS"  OF  CANADIAN  RACISM  AND  GENOCIDE 
Prime  minister  of  Canada  lean  Chretien: 

mailto : remote- printer . Dean_Chretien@16139416900 . iddd . tpc . int 
Alberta  Premier  Ralph  Klein  c/o  mailto:AltaTalk@gov.ab.ca 
BC  NDP  Premier  Glen  Clark  (demand  a Gustafsen  inquiry)  - 
mailto : premier@gov. be . ca 
More  information  on: 

Gustafsen  Lake: 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
Stoney  Point  (aka  Ipperwash): 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Ipperwash/00arcmai . html 
Somalia  scandal: 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/jul03sis . html 
Canadian  residential  schools  atrocities: 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/resschool/main . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Traditional  Hopi  Elders  Viewpoint"  

Date:  Sun,  24  May  1998  14:31:52  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : Re:  Techqua  Ikachi:  Land  and  Life  - The  Hopi 
Traditional  Hopi  Elders  Viewpoint 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

In  article  <35675c93.54387209@news.digitalpla.net>, 
williamscottanderson@yahoo.com  (Wm.  Scott  Anderson)  wrote: 

Here's  the  scoop  on  the  phonies  & pretenders  on  this  website,  straight 
from  the  TRUE  Hopi  elders.  As  of  23  March  1998...  Hope  you  pay  attention  & 
stop  promoting  these  clowns,  williamscottanderson 

Issues-  Press  Releases  from  Hotevilla 
Priesthood  Assembly 

Danuary  6,  1997-  In  a historic  meeting  held  on  Dan  5,  1997  at  the  Kokop 
clan  house  in  Hotevilla,  members  of  the  four  Hopi 

religious  priesthoods  decided  to  restrict  access  to  the  village.  Severe 
limitations  were  put  on  new-age  interpretation  and 
appropriation  of  Hopi  religious  practices  which  include  the 
disassembling  of  their  shrines  on  Hotevilla  lands.  They  also  agreed 
to  expose  self  appointed  leaders  and  spokespersons  of  Hotevilla. 

Kyashongewma,  Neil  Kayquoptewa  who  called  for  the  meeting  stated,  "All 
my  life  we  here  in  Hotevilla  have  been  plagued  by 

self  appointed  leaders  who  have  created  confusion  in  this  village  with 
the  support  of  outsiders.  We  have  talked  about  meeting 
on  this  for  a number  of  years  and  now  the  priesthood  members  have  made 
their  decision . " 

Neil,  who  is  82  years  old  has  been  appointed  through  traditional 
practices  to  lead  the  village  through  the  current  cycle.  It  was 


decided  to  invoke  the  kiva  practices  which  require  each  member  to  state 

his  position  and  truth  from  the  authority  of  the  kiva 

into  which  they  have  been  initiated,  which  is  also  considered  his  home. 

STATEMENT  of  WIWIMKYAM  of  Hotevilla:  OUR  TUNATYA 
We  the  ordained  members  of  the  first  Wimi,  the  original  religious 
instructions,  have  gathered  on  this  day  of  January  5,  1997  at 
the  Kokop  clan  house  in  Hotevilla.  In  consultation  among  the  four 
priesthoods  Aalt,  Wuwuchim,  Tataukyam  and  Kwakwant 
together  we  set  forth  our  tunatya,  our  wishes  : 

1.  That  all  people  outside  of  our  village  and  our  jurisdiction  stop 
interfering  in  our  religious  affairs  and  religious  practices  and 
That  the  village  ceremonial  and  religious  events  are  closed  to 
non-Hopis . 

2.  That  all  non-Hopi  shrines  be  obliterated  from  Hotevilla  lands 

3.  That  self  designated  religious  leaders  be  exposed  and  stopped. 

4.  That  all  people  accepting  our  hospitality  learn  and  accept  our  ways 
of  proper  conduct  and  respect  before  entering  our 

village. 

Signatories 

Josovi  Kiva-Wuwuchim  members 

Kyashhongewma-Neil  Kayquaptewa,  and  Tsosyumptewa-  Franklin  Suhu 
Kwan  Kiva  -Kwakwant  members 

Roger  Nasevaema,  Wilton  Kooyahoema,  Enos  Selestewa,  Hugh  Tenakhongva 
Hawiovi  Kiva  -Wuwuchim  members 

Dan  Evehema, Wuwuchim  Member  absent  Declines  to  sign 
StanleyDashjWuwuchim  Member 
Nasavi  Kiva-Aalt  member 
Leslie  Kootshongsie 

Tsukiva-Wuwuchim  members 

Humihoima-Simon  Wuwuchim,  Homer  Koyiyumptewa, 

Posiwyawma-Carrol  (in  rest  home) 

Tao  Kiva-Tao  members 

Wesley  Honanie,  Poleykuiva  Matthew  (absent)  Paul  Sewemaenewa  (absent) 
HOTEVILLA  WIWIMKYAM  ASSEMBLY 

Press  Release-1/20/97  HOTEVILLA,  AZ.-In  a followup  meeting,  member's  of 
Hotevilla 's  four  religious  fraternities(  Aalt, 

Wuwuchimt,  Tatawkaymt,  Kwakwant)  con-firmed  that  the  village  is  closed 
to  those  who  have  shown  disregard  and  disrespect 

during  religious  and  ceremonial  activities  at  Hotevilla,  including 
certain  individuals  and/or  outside  groups  who  continue  to  cause 
disruption  and  confrontation. 

Elaborating  on  the  restrictions  they  reminded  the  people  that  a Hopi  is 
one  who  has  received  the  full  religious  instructions.  After 
that  a Hopi  is  one  whose  mother  is  Hopi.  Recognizing  other  Indians  who 
have  been  initiated  into  the  Katsina  society,  they  are 
reminded  they  have  priveleges  and  a reason  to  be  present  at  the 
ceremonies.  In-laws  were  also  included  in  those  invited  to  be 
present  at  the  ceremonies.  Finally  those  type  of  relationships  that 
promote  good  and  respectful  exchanges  between  Hotevilla 
Sinom  and  Non-Hopit  were  encouraged. 

The  recent  developments  are  a direct  result  of  years  of  abuse  from 
outsiders  who  have  made  Hotevilla  religious  and  ceremonial 
activities  a spectacle.  Non-Hopit  have  come  to  Hotevilla  in  the  past  and 
have  followed  religious  processions  too  closely, 

imitated  Hopi  religious/  ceremonial  activities,  i.e.,  Paho  (Prayer 
Feather)  and  shrine  making,  which  shows  disrespect  for  Hopi 
traditions  and  culture.  Some  Non-Hopit  have  taken  various  religious 
items  from  Hopi  shrines  and  illegally  bought  old  Hopi 
artifacts,  some  of  which  had  high  religious  significance. 

A priority  is  the  matter  of  individuals  and  groups  who  have  used  the 


name  Hotevilla  and/or  Hopi  to  promote  themselves,  their 

causes  and  organizations  without  acknowledging  respected  and  accepted 

community  practices.  These  people  have 

appropriated  Hotevilla  traditional/  religious  Navoti  (knowledge)  for 
self  promotion  and  personal  economic  gain.  The 

Wiwimkyam  want  the  public  to  know  that  certain  individuals  and  groups 
must  be  exposed  and  the  public  record  set  straight  on 
these  people. 

The  group  restated  their  authority  as  originating  from  the  assembly  of 
Wiwimkyam  and  not  one  single  individual.  They  wanted 
this  repeated  and  understood. 

A deliberate  accounting  of  their  positions  on  these  matters  will  be 
released  in  a thoughtful  manner.  A public  meeting  is 

anticipated  soon.  Meanwhile  the  Hotevilla  Community  development  office 
has  been  designated  as  the  information  referral 
center.  For  more  information  call:  520-734-2420. 

HOTEVILLA  WIWIMKYAM  ASSEMBLY 

Hotevilla.  Press  Release-2/4/97 

Following  the  recent  night  dances  at  Hotevilla  it  has  become  clear  that 
Martin  Gasweseoma  and  Dan  Evehema  will  continue  to 

encourage  their  supporters  to  defy  the  assembly  of  Wiwimkyam.  Unwelcome 
individuals  attended  the  dances  in  Hawiovi  Kiva 

and  outside,  in  direct  defiance  of  the  closure  terms.  In  response  to 
these  individuals  and  their  supporters  the  Wiwimkyam 
assembly  are  resolved  to  expose  the  reckless  behavior  of  these  two 
self-appointed  chiefs. 

Martin  and  Dan  do  not  hold  any  positions  of  religious  authority  in 
Hotevilla.  Succession  to  leadership  positions  in  Hotevilla  are 
as  follows:  The  Kikmongwi  (village  chief)  and  the  Wim  Momgwit  (high 
priests)  hold  life  long  positions  or  until  they  no  longer 
can  perform  the  physical  requirements  of  their  position.  They  are 
selected  while  in  the  mother's  womb.  They  are  ordained  in  a 
hairwashing  ritual  by  the  Kwakwant.  Then  they  are  instructed  in  the 
physical,  natural  and  spiritual  laws  of  the  Land  and  their 
responsibilities  to  the  people,  by  the  assembly  of  high  priests  at  the 
Kokop  Clan  house,  wherein  resides  Masau.  This  same 

assembly  removes  irresponsible  leaders.  Martin  and  Dan  have  never  gone 
through  this  process.  No  Bear  Clan  person  has  been 

Kikmongwi  at  Hotevilla.  Poliwuhioma  from  the  Bluebird  Clan  has  served  as 
Kikmongwi,  during  Patcavu.  He  passed  this  on  to 

Siwihoima  who  then  instructed  Lomahoima.  Yukioma  and  Pongyayawma  (Kokop 
Clan  uncle  and  nephew)  have  served  as 

caretakers  of  the  land,  beyond  the  village  proper,  through  safekeeping 
of  the  stone  tablets,  holding  them  in  trust  for  the  people. 

These  tablets  provides  safe  passage  for  the  people  so  they  have  served 

the  people  in  the  village  and  throughout  Hopi  lands, 

through  this  service.  This  has  been  the  leadership  at  Hotevilla. 

Martin  and  Dan  are  aware  of  their  responsibilities  in  the  community 
which  does  not  include  the  authority  to  speak  for  the 
people.  Dan  claims  Greasewood  Clan,  Katsina  and  Snake  leadership  and 
holds  none  of  these  but  only  membership  in  the 

Wuwuchim  and  in  that  membership  he  takes  direction  from  the  Wuwuchim  at 
the  Mong  (Chief)  Kiva.  He  has  never  been  seen 

smoking  and  praying  at  the  Katsin-ki,  or  any  other  Kiva  during  religious 
events,  nor  at  community  events  such  as  weddings. 

Both  know  that  a Hopi  leader  stays  at  home,  available  to  the  community 
but  Martin's  trips  abroad  selling  his  message  are  well 
known  and  Dan  is  seldom  seen  in  the  village.  Both  are  engaged  in  Paho 
making  outside  of  religiously  prescribed  places  and 

times.  Persons  not  entitled  to  this  ritual  are  learning  from  them  and  so 
are  engaged  in  the  mockery  of  original,  accepted  practices. 

Martin  and  Dan  try  to  emulate  Yukioma 's  resolve  never  to  accept  the 
Whiteman's  goods.  The  Whitemen  arrive  daily  at 


Martin's  house  with  material  goods.  Dan  seeks  contributions  over  the 
internet.  Thomas  Banyacya,  Manuel  Hoyungowa,  Rena 

Murillo,  Emory  Holmes  and  non-Hopis  Katherine  Chesire  (founder  of  Touch 
the  Earth  Foundation),  Thomas  E.  Mails  (author 

of  Hotevilla,  The  Hopi  Survival  Kit,  Native  American  Pathways,  Mystic 
Warriors  of  the  Plains)  and  Roy  Steevenz  continue  to 

seek  contributions  for  Hotevilla,  supposedly  with  the  Elders'  blessings. 

Do  not  send  contributions  to  Hotevilla,  on  their  behalf  or 

those  of  Caretaker's  of  Hotvela  in  Hopi  and  Hopi  Sinom.  Also  be  wary  of 

contributions  to  Hotevilla  through.  Don't 

Waste  Arizona,  Inc.. 

The  people  of  Hotevilla  will  confirm  this  information.  Those  from 
outside  the  community  who  continue  to  create  conflict  are  in 
headlong  collision  with  the  community. 

Gratitude  is  extended  to  the  non-Hopi  friends  who  respected  the  closure 
and  showed  restraint  although  they  had  a long  history 
of  attending  these  events.  Gratitude  also  goes  out  to  those  assisting 
with  the  distribution  of  this  information. 

On  file.  Eleven  (11)  of  fifteen  (15)  Wiwimkyam  signatories  to 
Tunatya.  For  more  information  call:  Phone:  520-734-2420 

"RE : FCNL  Native  American  Legislative  Updates"  

Date:  Tue,  19  May  1998  13:45:13  -0400 
From:  Aura  Kanegis  <aura@fcnl.org> 

Subj : FCNL  Native  American  Legislative  Updates  for  May  19,  1998 
UUCP  email 

FCNL  Native  American  Legislative  Updates  for  May  19,  1998 

The  following  are  updates  and  action  suggestions  from  the  Friends  Committee 
on  National  Legislation  (FCNL)  regarding  Indian  affairs  legislation  for  the 
coming  two  weeks.  These  messages  focus  on  selected  legislation  which 
Congress  is  considering  now,  and  suggest  some  points  that  you  may  wish  to 
make  in  your  communications  with  Congress.  These  messages  are  intended  as 
a supplement  to  other  FCNL  Native  American  Program  materials  and  do  not 
reflect  FCNL's  complete  policy  position  on  any  issue,  nor  do  they  include 
all  pertinent  facts  on  any  topic.  For  more  information,  or  to  request  the 
FCNL  Indian  Report  and  other  background  documents,  please  contact  Aura 
Kanegis,  FCNL  Legislative  Advocate  for  Native  American  Affairs:  (202) 
547-6000  ext.  113;  245  2nd  St.  NE,  Washington,  DC  20002;  aura@fcnl.org. 

INDIAN  TRIBES  AND  STATE  RETAIL  SALES  TAXES.  The  Senate  is  scheduled  to 
consider  the  National  Tobacco  Policy  and  Youth  Smoking  Reduction  Act  (S 
1415)  beginning  May  18.  Section  604,  introduced  by  Sen.  Gorton  (WA),  would 
require  Indian  tribes  to  collect  and  pay  state  sales  and  excise  taxes  on 
tobacco  to  the  federal  Treasury,  which  would  then  remit  these  taxes  to  the 
states.  The  legislation  would:  preempt  and  undermine  over  200  existing 
successful  state-tribal  compacts;  remove  any  incentive  for  states  to 
cooperate  with  tribes  in  negotiating  future  compacts;  and  unfairly  single 
out  Indian  Tribal  governments  under  the  guise  of  "eliminating  pricing 
disparities"  while  ignoring  the  fact  that  such  disparities  will  continue  to 
exist  between  States. 

Proponents  of  Section  604  argue  that  the  provision  would  eliminate  price 
disparities  between  the  cost  of  cigarettes  sold  on  and  off  Indian 
reservations.  Yet  the  legislation  does  not  address  the  obvious  disparities 
between  states  in  cigarette  taxes.  For  example,  the  tax  on  a pack  of 
cigarettes  in  the  District  of  Columbia  is  65  cents  per  pack.  In  Virginia, 
however,  the  tax  on  a pack  of  cigarettes  ranges  between  37.5  cents  at 
maximum  and  2.5  cents  at  minimum.  Ignoring  these  obvious  inequities. 
Section  604  would  unfairly  penalize  Indian  Tribal  Governments  under  the 
guise  of  attaining  price  parity. 


Legislation  that  would  impose  changes  of  this  magnitude  in  Indian  Country 
should  not  be  brought  to  a vote  in  the  Senate  until  after  tribal 
governments  have  been  consulted  and  it  has  been  given  full  consideration  by 
the  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  (SCIA) . The  SCIA  has  not  been  given 
the  opportunity  to  hold  hearings  on  this,  and  the  Senate  has  had  no 
opportunity  to  examine  how  this  proposal  would  impact  on  tribal 
governments,  federal-tribal  relations,  and  tribal  and  local  economies. 
Further,  tribes  have  not  been  consulted  or  given  an  opportunity  to  testify 
on  these  controversial  proposals. 

ACTION:  Please  contact  your  Senators  to  ask  that  they  vote  to  strike 
Section  604  from  S 1415  when  the  motion  to  remove  the  provision  comes  to 
the  Senate  floor  for  a vote. 

FY99  BUDGET.  In  April,  the  Senate  set  allocation  levels  for  the  thirteen 
FY99  appropriations  bills.  Under  the  Senate  budget  resolution,  the  total 
allocation  for  Interior  appropriations  would  be  $13.3  billion,  down  from 
the  FY98  level  of  $13.8  billion  and  far  short  of  the  President's  FY99 
request  of  $14.1  billion.  This  is  a troubling  beginning  for  the 
appropriations  bill  that  funds  most  Indian  programs. 

In  FY96,  federal  funding  for  Indian  programs  fell  13%  short  of  the 
president's  budget  request,  including  dramatic  cuts  in  funding  for  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
programs  for  New  Indian  Housing,  and  the  Indian  Health  Service.  In  FY97 
and  FY98,  funding  for  these  programs  continued  to  fall  short  of  the 
President's  modest  request.  In  a year  when  the  U.S.  economy  is  booming  and 
the  federal  government  is  expecting  to  raise  a $50  billion  dollar  surplus, 
the  federal  government  should  be  investing  in  the  country's  poorest 
communities,  not  cutting  their  budgets. 

ACTION:  The  Senate  Interior  Appropriations  subcommittee  will  likely  begin 
to  mark  up  the  appropriations  bill  in  early  Dune.  Please  contact  members 
of  this  subcommittee  to  urge  that  they  fund  Indian  programs  at  or  above  the 
President's  request. 

SOVEREIGN  IMMUNITY.  On  May  20,  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  is 
scheduled  to  mark-up  S 1691,  legislation  introduced  by  Sen.  Gorton  (WA) 
which  would  waive  tribal  government  immunity  across  a broad  range  of 
governmental  functions  and  subject  tribal  governments  to  lawsuits  in 
federal  and  state  courts. 

This  legislation  would  not  advance  the  cause  of  due  process  in  Indian 
Country,  and  would  deeply  undermine  the  ability  of  tribes  to  govern 
themselves  by  leaving  them  exposed  to  potentially  crippling  law  suits  by 
private  individuals  and  organizations  challenging  their  day-to-day 
governance  decisions.  Rather  than  seeking  to  undermine  tribal  governments 
in  this  way,  members  of  Congress  should  be  working  to  strengthen  tribal 
court  systems,  to  build  their  capacity  to  better  ensure  due  process  for  all 
people  in  Indian  Country. 

ACTION:  Contact  members  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  urge 
that  they  oppose  S 1691.  Ask  that  the  Committee  seek  ways  to  address 
justice  in  Indian  Country  in  collaboration  with  tribes,  in  a manner  that 
will  enhance  rather  than  abridge  tribal  sovereignty.  For  background 
information  on  sovereign  immunity,  request  FCNL  document  # G-828-NA.  For  a 
copy  of  the  FCNL-AFSC  joint  testimony  on  sovereign  immunity,  request 
document  #T-854-NA  from  FCNL. 

"RE : NYM  Westbank  Occupation"  

Date:  Mon,  25  May  1998  17:52:58  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Dohn  Shafer  <wy430@victoria.tc.ca> 

Subj : NYM  Press  Release:  Westbank  Occupation 


Please  distribute  widely 


MAY  25,  1998  - PRESS  RELEASE 

NATIVE  YOUTH  MOVEMENT  PROTEST  BC  TREATY  COMMISSION  PROCESS: 

WESTBANK  FIRST  NATION  ADMINISTRATION  OFFICES 

As  a result  of  a four  (4)  day  gathering  on  the  Native  Youth  Movement  in 
Westbank,  we  the  youth  of  the  Okanagan  Nation  have  decided  to  stage  a 
protest  by  "occupying"  the  offices  of  the  Westbank  Indian  Band,  (aka 
Westbank  First  Nation) 

We  demand  that  all  levels  of  government  immediately  terminate  the 
fraudulent  and  illegal  British  Columbia  Treaty  Process!!! 

We  young  people  fully  understand  that  the  BC  Treaty  process  was  designed 
to  dispossess  us  youth  of  our  aboriginal  title  to  our  lands  and  our 
inherent  rights  to  the  resources  contained  within  our  territories.  The 
Chief  and  Council  of  the  so  called  Westbank  First  Nation  have  no  right  to 
negotiate  away  our  aboriginal  title  and  rights. 

Our  Okanagan  Nation  Tribal  Lands  belong  to  us,  the  youth,  and  to  the 
future  generations  of  our  Okanagan  People  from  now  until  the  end  of  time. 

No  single  "Band"  or  so-called,  self-appointed  "First  Nation"  has  the  right 
to  "sell  out"  our  inheritance  or  birthright.  We  were  put  on  Mother  Earth 
to  protect  the  land  and  rights  of  the  people  of  the  entire  Okanagan 
Nation . 

We  have  called  on  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  the  Native  Youth  Movement 
to  support  us  in  our  action.  Any  attack  on  our  rights  is  also  an  attack  on 
their  rights.  All  Native  Youth  have  an  undeniable  right  to  fight  to 
protect  their  aboriginal  rights  from  being  sold-out  by  any  and  all  corrupt 
Native  leaders  who,  in  return  for  money,  shamelessly  collaborate  with  all 
levels  of  government!! 

We  will  not  stop  protesting  until  we  see  an  end  to  the  "sell-out"  British 
Columbia  Treaty  Process. 

For  further  information  Contact: 

Rose  Caldwell  250-490-5314 
Tori  Baptiste  250-490-5314 
Shane  Kruger  250-490-5314 

"RE : Mexican  Indigenous  Congress  Calls  for  Uprising"  

Date:  Sat,  23  May  1998  18:20:28  GMT 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Mexican  Indigenous  Congress  calls  for  uprising!! 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

The  Irish  Times,  Wednesday,  May  20,  1998 

Congress  calls  uprising 
to  protect  districts 

Zapatista-style  communities  are  spreading  as  the  government  vows  to 
crush  them,  Michael  McCaughan  reports  from  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas 

Mexico's  indigenous  people  rallied  to  the  cause  of  the  Chiapas  rebels 
last  week,  announcing  the  creation  of  Zapatista-style  autonomous 
districts  in  five  states  which  stretch  halfway  across  the  country. 

"I  will  finish  off  the  autonomous  municipalities,"  warned  Chiapas 
governor  Roberto  Albores  Guillen,  after  dismantling  the  second  of  38 
Zapatista  rebel  districts. 

Mexico's  National  Indigenous  Congress  (CNI),  with  representatives  of 
Mexico's  56  indigenous  peoples,  responded  by  calling  for  a "national 
uprising"  and  the  creation  of  autonomous  districts  beyond  Chiapas. 

Members  of  Mexico's  Mixtec,  Chontal,  Huasteca,  Chinanteco  and  Nahuatl 
indigenous  peoples  immediately  announced  plans  to  set  up  autonomous 
districts  in  Tabasco,  Hidalgo,  Michoacan,  Guerrero  and  even  Mexico 
City,  citing  the  nation's  constitution  as  the  legal  basis  for  the 
initiative. 

"We're  fed  up  being  obliged  to  vote  for  the  PRI  (Mexico's  ruling 


party)  in  return  for  road  works  and  healthcare/'  said  Ms  Laura  Garcia 
Vazquez,  a Mixtec  leader  from  Guerrero  state.  She  was  accompanied  by 
2,000  Mixtec  Indians  and  70  bilingual  teachers,  who  declared  nearby 
Rancho  Nuevo  Democracia  an  autonomous  district,  uniting  30  Mixtec 
villages . 

In  Atlapexco,  Hidalgo  state,  a coalition  of  independent  indigenous 
organisations  also  took  steps  to  establish  their  own  autonomous 
district,  arguing  that  local  authority  offices  were  located  too  far 
from  their  villages  and  that  "imposed  authorities"  failed  to  respond 
to  local  needs. 

"It's  the  only  hope  we  have  of  living  in  peace,"  said  Mr  Daime  Cortes, 
a Huasteca  Indian  leader.  Over  100  Huasteca  villagers  have  been  killed 
in  the  past  two  decades,  with  500  imprisoned  in  1980  alone,  in  an 
ongoing  struggle  for  recognition  of  communal  lands. 

Mexico's  constitution  permits  the  establishment  of  new  municipalities 
once  five  legal  requirements  are  fulfilled.  The  law  demands  political, 
economic  and  social  viability  for  the  proposed  district,  but  final 
approval  rests  with  each  state  congress,  where  the  ruling  party  has 
until  now  enjoyed  a clear  majority. 

The  centre-left  Party  of  the  Democratic  Revolution  (PRD),  led  by 
Mexico  City  Mayor  Cuauhtemoc  Cardenas,  criticised  the  dissolution  of 
Zapatista  rebel  districts  and  promised  to  back  the  proposed  autonomous 
zones  around  the  country. 

In  Nezahualcoyotl,  a working-class  suburb  of  Mexico  City  with  800,000 
inhabitants,  Zapatista  supporters  petitioned  the  government  this  week 
for  a referendum  to  consider  converting  the  suburb  into  an  autonomous 
district,  a request  repeated  in  San  Nicolas  Ecatepec,  also  in  Mexico 
State. 

In  Tabasco,  north  of  Chiapas,  Auldarico  Hernandez,  PRD  deputy  and 
Chontal  Indian,  announced  the  creation  of  three  autonomous 
municipalities  in  his  electoral  district,  describing  the  move  as  a 
"direct  response  to  army  aggression  against  Zapatista  communities  in 
Chiapas  state." 

At  least  60,000  Mexican  troops  have  pinned  down  Zapatista  rebels 
inside  their  jungle  bases  while  300  fires  sent  billowing  clouds  of 
smoke  toward  Zapatista  communities,  destroying  coffee  plants  and 
obliging  hundreds  of  villagers  to  seek  medical  attention  for 
respiratory  ailments. 

The  nationwide  autonomy  fever  came  just  as  Mexican  President  Ernesto 
Zedillo  criticised  foreign  observers  for  focusing  on  Chiapas's 
indigenous  population  and  neglecting  the  'advances'  of  other 
indigenous  peoples. 

"Mexico  is  not  one  state,  nor  is  it  one  problem,  and  it  is  not  all 
Chiapas,"  Mr  Zedillo  told  Mexicans  last  Thursday,  as  events  once  more 
outpaced  his  words. 

Interior  Minister  Francisco  Labastida  also  announced  plans  to  modify 
rules  for  human  rights  observers  visiting  Chiapas.  This  followed  a 
chaotic  visit  by  135  Italians,  40  of  whom  were  expelled  for  going  to 
Taniperlas,  a rebel  administration  dismantled  a month  ago. 

From  now  on  observer  groups  cannot  exceed  10  members,  may  stay  a 
maximum  of  10  days  in  the  country,  and  must  inform  the  government  of 
the  places  and  people  they  intend  to  interview.  The  US-based  Human 
Rights  Watch  denounced  the  new  rules.. 

If  observers  are  deemed  to  have  broken  the  rules  they  will  be  subject 
to  deportation  or  community  service  work,  such  as  "three  days  of 
road-sweeping,"  Mexico's  Interior  Ministry  warned  this  week. 

"With  a little  luck  we  may  end  up  fighting  forest  fires  in  Zapatista 
territory,"  joked  one  departing  Italian  last  Monday.  Five  Canadian 
parliamentarians  arrived  the  same  day,  continuing  the  close  monitoring 
of  the  Chiapas  conflict,  which  remains  the  defining  issue  in  Mexican 
politics . 

(c)  Copyright:  The  Irish  Times 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 


EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


"RE : Guatemala"  

Date:  Thu,  21  May  1998  16:08:54  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Fwd: URGENT  ACTION  GUATEMALA 

S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  Defensoria  Maya  have  given  support  and  solidarity  to 
the  struggles  of  many  indigenous  peoples,  including  the  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen 
Lake)  Defenders.  We  at  S.I.S.I.S.  ask  everyone  to  return  that  solidarity 
now,  when  the  Defensoria  Maya  so  desperately  need  it.  Addresses  and  emails 
are  at  the  end  of  the  message. 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Wed,  20  May  1998  17:04:36  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Defensoria  Maya  <defemaya@guate.net> 

Guatemala,  20  de  Mayo  de  1998 
URGENT  ACTION 

On  May  16th  1998  at  7.00  p.m.,  two  armed  and  unknown  men,  both  robust, 
intimidated  and  issued  death  threats  to  Licenciado  Ovidio  Paz  Bal,  one  of 
the  lawyers  of  Defensoria  Maya.  The  event  occurred  in  the  municipio  of 
Solol=El  in  the  Department  of  Solol=El.  According  to  the  victim  he  got  off 
the  bus  that  he  had  taken  from  the  capital  city  and  was  on  his  way  home 
when  he  was  followed  by  the  two  men.  The  said  individuals  told  him:  "stop, 
if  you  don't  we  are  going  to  shoot  you  in  the  head,  as  well  as  luan  and 
Ricardo".  Whilst  the  lawyer  asked  for  help  in  a nearby  shop  and  the  unknown 
men  left  the  vicinity. 

The  people  to  whom  the  men  were  referring  as  victims  are  Duan  Leon,  the 
national  coordinator  of  Defensoria  Maya  and  Ricardo  Sulugui  Duracan,  the 
regional  coordinator  of  Defensoria  Maya  in  Solol=El.  As  Defensoria  Maya  we 
are  worried  that  these  events  exist  within  an  evidently  more  general 
context  of  threats,  intimidation  and  extra-judicial  executions  that  are 
being  carried  out  by  paramilitary  groups. 

Duan  Leon  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Pueblo  Maya  and  has  worked  over 
various  decades  for  the  promotion  and  defence  of  indigenous  rights  and 
human  rights,  not  only  in  Guatemala  but  in  the  international  context, 
including  work  with  the  United  Nations. 

Ricardo  Sulugui  is  a leader  of  the  Pueblo  Maya  Kakchikel  who  has  worked 
arduously  against  militarisation  and  the  eradication  of  the  civil  patrols, 
these  activities  among  others  contributing  to  the  struggle  for  the  full 
respect  of  the  rights  of  the  Pueblo  Maya  and  of  human  rights  in  general.  At 
present  he  is  one  of  the  negotiators  for  the  Pueblo  Maya  Kakchikel  of 
Solol=El  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a Maya  University  in  Solol=El, 
in  the  site  occupied  by  Military  Zone  number  14. 

Licenciado  Ovidio  Paz  is  a member  of  the  judicial  commission  of  Defensoria 
Maya.  Through  the  application  of  Maya  Customary  Law  and  Guatemalan  state 
law,  the  said  commission  has  contributed  to  the  resolution  of  various 
conflicts  nationally  and  locally  in  Guatemala. 

As  members  and  community  and  municipal  delegates  of  Defensoria  Maya  and  as 
representatives  of  the  linguistic  communities  of  the  Pueblo  Maya,  we  give 
our  full  support  to  our  coordinators  and  we  wish  them  strength  and  spirit 
in  continuing  the  struggle  for  the  full  respect  of  our  rights  as  Maya 
people  and  for  the  end  to  discrimination.  At  the  same  time  we  renounce  and 
condemn  the  events  of  intimidation  that  not  only  are  the  members  of  our 
organisation  subject  to,  but  equally  subject  are  members  of  other 
organisations  struggling  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  the  respect  of 
human  rights. 

In  order  that  events  of  pain  and  death  do  not  continue  occurring  in  our 
country  and  that  the  Government  of  Guatemala  clarifies  and  resolves  the 
said  events,  we  demand  that  it  control  and  disarm  the  paramilitary  groups. 

We  implore  MINUGUA,  the  diplomatic  corps  in  Guatemala  and  other  national 
governments,  as  organisations  and  institutions  of  human  rights  and 
indigenous  rights,  that  they  reinforce  their  observation  of  the  evolution 


of  human  nights  in  Guatemala  and  that  they  give  public  recognition  of  their 
support  for  our  leaders  who  are  in  mortal  danger. 

As  Mayans  we  are  convinced  that  peace  justice  and  the  construction  of  a 
Pluricultural  and  Plurilingual  Guatemalan  state  and  nation  cannot  occur 
whilst  Guatemalan  men  and  women  are  assassinated  and  intimidated. 

End  forwarded  message: 

Letters  to: 

Alvaru  Arzu,  President 

Palacio  Nacional,  Nivel  2 

6 Calle  entre  6 y 7 Avenida,  Zona  1 

01001  Guatemala  Ciudad 

Guatemala 

mailto : alvaroarzu@guate . net 

webpage  <http://www.concyt.gob.gt/gob/gob/gobier.htm> 

Gobernador  Departamental 
Parque  Central 
Ciudad  de  Solola,  Solola 
Guatemala 

phone  502-9-621473 
Canada  and  the  US: 


Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 

Room  309-S  Centre  Block,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  0A6  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211  Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

mailto : remote- printer . 3 ean_Chretien@16139416900 . iddd . tpc . int 
President  William  Clinton 

The  White  House,  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave  NW,  Washington,  DC  20500,  USA 

Phone:  (202)  456-1414 

Fax:  (202)  456-2886  or  (202)  456-2461 

mailto : remote- printer .William_Clinton@12024562886. iddd .tpc . int 
webpage  <http://www.whitehouse.gov/> 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Freedom  to  Pay"  

Date:  Mon,  May  18,  1998  1:34  PM  EDT 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org 
Subj : NDP  moves  to  muzzle  FOI 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
FREEDOM  TO  PAY 

BC  Report,  May  11,  1998,  Page  13 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Researchers  report  that  requests  concerning  Gustafsen 
Lake  to  BC's  Freedom  of  Information  office  remain  unanswered.  Similar 
interference  has  been  experienced  by  land  claims  researchers  seeking  access 
to  BC  archives.  See 

<http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/C la rk/sepl0bc . html> 

The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased  or  distorted 
information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is 
provided  for  reference  only.] 

One  of  Mike  Harcourt's  few  universally  praised  accomplishments  as  premier 
was  the  passage  of  an  effective  freedom-of -information  law.  However, 

Darrell  Evans,  executive  director  of  the  BC  Freedom  of  Information  and 
Privacy  Association,  said  late  last  month  that  the  Clark  government  has 
now  prepared  a plan  "to  neutralize"  the  law.  Mr.  Evans  said  in  a press 
release  that  he  had  learned  the  government  was  planning  to:  double  fees 
for  FOI  requests  (to  $60  an  hour  and  50  cents  a page  for  photocopying); 


cut  by  50%  the  budgets  of  the  offices  that  respond  to  FOI  requests;  insist 
that  FOI  officers  charge  fees  wherever  possible. 

Within  days.  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh  confirmed  that  his  ministry's 
$609,000  annual  FOI  budget  is  being  cut  for  fiscal  year  1998-99  - by  60%, 
not  just  50%.  Later,  Advanced  Education  Minister  Andrew  Petter  maintained 
that  only  10%  is  being  cut  from  the  $21  million  a year  it  costs  to 
administer  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act.  "The  government  declared  its 
intention  to  raise  fees  a year  ago,  but  they  backed  off  after  a flurry  of 
criticism,"  Mr.  Evans  said.  "It's  a measure  of  how  much  the  current 
government  hates  freedom  of  information  that  these  drastic  changes  are 
being  made  while  the  FOI  act  is  under  review  by  an  all-party  legislative 
committee,  and  its  public  consultations  aren't  even  finished." 
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"RE : McLeod  Lake  Land  Claim"  

Date:  Wed,  20  May  1998  02:32:13  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : McLeod  Lake  land  claim 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
INDIAN  BAND  NEAR  ACCORD  IN  99  YEAR  OLD  BC  CLAIM 
Vancouver  Sun,  May  19,  1998  Page  B8  (CP) 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Prince  George  - The  McLeod  Lake  Indian  Band  has  signed  an 
agreement-in-principle  and  is  close  to  settling  a 99  year  old  land  claim 
with  the  provincial  and  federal  governments.  The  387-member  band,  based 
near  the  north  end  of  McLeod  Lake  about  150  kilometres  north  of  Prince 
George,  signed  the  tentative  agreement  last  week  to  accept  the  terms  of 
Treaty  No. 8. 

Negotiator  Andrew  Schuck  said  the  agreement,  which  sees  the  band  get 
19,800  hectares  of  land  and  about  $20  million,  is  a good  one  for  the  band 
and  a final  agreement  could  be  reached  by  the  fall.  "We  think  it's  a good 
deal  and  we're  going  to  recommend  it  to  the  band  members,"  Schuck  said. 
"There  will  be  a referendum  held  in  the  fall,  a ratification  vote."  Treaty 
No.  8 was  originally  signed  in  1899  and  covers  a portion  of  northern  BC 
and  Alberta.  It  involves  a number  of  other  bands,  including  seven  in  BC. 

Two  others  originally  included  in  Treaty  No.  8,  the  Tsay  Kay  Dene  and  Fort 
Ware  bands,  are  currently  in  the  BC  treaty  negotiation  process  and  are 
trying  to  reach  deals  under  new  terms.  Schuck  said  the  deal  involves  $9.3 
million  from  the  federal  government,  about  $10  million  from  the  province 
for  stumpage  for  trees  cut  on  the  land  and  about  $2  million  for  court 
costs  from  Canada  and  the  province. 
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"RE : Citizen  Hearings  on  Great  Lakes"  

Date:  Thu,  21  May  1998  07:56:50  -0700 

From:  Toronto  Environmental  Alliance  <tea@web . net> 

Subj : CITIZEN  HEARINGS  ON  GREAT  LAKES  AND  ST.  LAWRENCE  RIVER  WATER 
POLLUTION 


CITIZEN  HEARINGS  ON  GREAT  LAKES  AND 
ST.  LAWRENCE  RIVER  WATER  POLLUTION 
Dune  23  - Oct.  9,  1998 


Exercise  your  right  to  clean  drinking  water  and  safe  food.  Demand 
government  action  to  protect  the  Lakes  and  River  from  industrial  chemicals 
Great  Lakes  United  (GLU)  is  coming  to  a town  near  you  to  listen  and 
deliver  your  concerns  to  our  governments. 

We  need  your  stories  and  experiences  in  living  with  pollution  & local 
successes  in  restoring  and  protecting  your  neighbourhoods.  At  the 
hearings,  you  can  help: 

-Protect  the  health  of  your  children  from  industrial  releases  of  harmful 
chemicals . 

-Increase  access  to  the  Lakes  in  your  community. 

-Ensure  your  right  to  know  what  chemicals  are  being  released  into  your 
community  and  the  Great  Lakes. 

-Stop  the  loss  of  habitat  and  basin  wildlife. 

-Protect  the  right  to  safe  and  sustainable  jobs. 

To  attend  or  help  plan  a hearing  call  your  local  organizer  or  call  GLU's 
Hearings  Organizer  Shelly  Petrie  @ (416)  596-0660 
Have  Your  Say 
Clean  Water  Now! 


HEARING  SCHEDULE  & LOCAL  ORGANIZER 


Tuesday,  Dune  23  - Green  Bay,  Wisconsin 
Water  Action  Council  of  Northeast  Wisconsin 
(920)  437-7304;  cwac@execpc.com 

Saturday,  Duly  11  - Hamilton,  Ontario 
Community  Action  Parkdale  East 
(905)  545-9856/ (fax) -7304 

Tuesday,  Duly  7 - Detroit/Windsor 
Citizens  Environmental  Alliance  (CEA) 

(519)  973-1116;  cea@web.net 

Saturday,  September  12  - Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ontario 
Clean  North 

(705)  945-1573;  cleannorth@web.net 

Saturday,  September  19  - Duluth,  Minnesota 
Environmental  Association  for  Great  Lakes  Education 

(218)  726-1828;  lakes@cp . duluth . mn . us 

Thursday,  September  24  - Gary,  Indiana 
Save  The  Dunes  Council 

(219)  879-3937;  std@savedunes.org 
Grand  Calumet  Task  Force 
(219)473-4246;  gctf@igc.org 

Tuesday,  Oct  6 - Buffalo,  New  York 
Citizens'  Environmental  Coalition 
(716)  798-0111;  dianecec@aol.com 


Friday,  Oct.  9 - Montreal,  Quebec 
Societe  pour  Vaincre  la  Pollution 
(514)  844-5477 
GLU  Montreal 

(514)  396-3333  sgingras@glu.org 

TBA  (Fall)  - Toronto,  Ontario 
Toronto  Environmental  Alliance  (TEA) 
(416)  596-0660;  tea@web.net 


THE  GREAT  LAKES  WATER  QUALITY  AGREEMENT 


We  work  hard  to  ensure  clean  drinking  water,  safe  food,  pollution-free 
neighbourhoods  and  a healthy  future  for  our  children.  Yet,  everyday 
factories,  incinerators  and  sewage  treatment  plants  release  harmful 
chemicals  into  the  water,  our  air  and  backyards.  The  Great  Lakes  Water 
Quality  Agreement  (GLWQA),  signed  in  1972  by  the  US  and  Canadian 
governments  promises  to  protect  the  Lakes  and  our  health. 

But,  recent  government  cutbacks  and  industry's  successful  attempts  to 
deregulate  environmental  laws  have  placed  our  health  and  the  environment 
in  even  more  danger.  This  year  the  GLWQA  is  under  review  by  Canada/US 
governments . 

loin  Great  Lakes  United  (GLU)  and  other  groups  across  the  Lakes  to 
produce  a 'citizens'  agenda'  for  pollution  prevention  and  the  clean  up  of 
contaminated  sites.  Hamilton's  PVC  plastics  fire,  releasing  terrifying 
amounts  of  cancer-causing  dioxin  into  Lake  Ontario,  cannot  happen  again. 
Detroit  River's  grossly  contaminated  sediments  must  be  cleaned  up. 

Demand  action.  Our  voices  are  critical  to  instill  political  will  in  our 
government  leaders.  Citizens'  of  the  basin  own  the  GLWQA.  Public  outcry 
for  clean  water  created  the  Agreement.  Clean  Water  Now! 


Toronto  Environmental  Alliance 
mailto:tea@web.net 
http : //www. reuse . org 
ph  416.596.0660  fx  416.596-0345 
122  st.  patrick  st.  #209 
toronto  Ontario  m5t  2x8 

- — "RE:  Another  Small  Victory"  

Date:  Sat,  23  May  1998  00:40:45  -0700 
From:  Barbara  Russell  <brussell@OZ.NET> 

Subj : Another  small  victory 

Mailing  List:  NA-FORUM-L@LISTSERV.INDIANA.EDU 

The  tribes  in  Washington  State  had  to  go  to  court  to  get  the  State  and 
local  government  to  honor  the  treaty  (nothing  new  for  NA) . It  was  decided 
that  tribes  had  a right  to  50%  of  the  shellfish  harvest. 

Many  land  owners  aren't  too  happy  about  the  Indians  right  to  set  foot  on 
"their"  land  to  gather  shell  fish. 

One  of  the  major  land  owners  in  the  Puget  Sound  area  is  the  U.S.  Navy  -- 
and  the  military  often  isn't  seen  as  a friend  to  Native  Americans.  Well  the 
local  tribes  have  won  another  small  victory  for  their  rights  and  for  respect 
from  --  of  all  governmental  bodies  --  the  U.S.  Navy. 

Bangor  Sub  Base  is  on  the  Hood  Canal.  A bit  of  geography  of  some  of  you 
land  locked  folks  on  this  list.  There  is  a peninsula  next  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean  called  the  Olympic  Peninsula.  This  is  a very  large  land  mass  and  it 
sort  of  looks  like  the  lower  jaw  --  the  very  big  opening  to  the  north  is 
call  the  Straight  of  Duan  de  Fuca  which  connects  to  Puget  Sound.  Between 
Puget  Sound  and  the  Olympic  Peninsula  can  be  found  Kitsap  Peninsula  (Kitsap 
was  a local  Indian  Chief) . Bangor  Sub  Base  is  on  the  west  side  of  Kitsap  and 
the  body  of  water  between  Kitsap  and  the  Olympic  Peninsula  is  called  Hood 
Canal.  There  is  a bridge  connecting  Kitsap  and  Olympic  Peninsulas  (this 
floating  bridge  sunk  in  1979). 


The  U.S.  Navy  owns  a very  large  chuck  of  water  front  oyster  bed  loaded 
real  estate.  The  Point  No  Point  Treaty  Counsel  has  been  negotiating  with  the 
U.S.  Navy  for  treaty  access  to  the  Oyster  beds.  So  the  wild-life  manager  of 
the  base  is  giving  the  Treaty  Counsel  the  larger  bed,  which  contains  50%  of 
the  oysters  to  manage.  The  Treaty  Counsel  will  manage  and  harvest.  These 
beds  have  been  untouched  for  generations  --  so  they  should  yield  thousands 
of  oysters.  I have  a feeling  that  the  local  tribes  will  be  teaching  the 
whites  about  resource  management. 

This  was  probably  missing  in  your  local  news  --  my  husband  is  always  on 
the  lookout  for  pro  Native  American  News  stories  and  picked  up  a copy  of  the 
local  Navy  Times.  No  other  news  organization  has  picked  up  this  story. 

This  week  the  Native  American  Tribes  in  Washington  State  had  two  small 
victories.  All  Native  Americans  should  rejoice  for  them  --  IMHO. 

Barbara  Russell 
Barbara  Russell  & GYPSY 

West  of  Seattle,  Washington,  West  Coast  North  America 

"RE : Thanks  to  Those  who  Sent  Seeds"  

Date:  Sun,  24  May  1998  13:10:39  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Rosalie  Little  Thunder 
Subj : Saturday 

UUCP  email 

I never  took  the  time  to  properly  thank  you,  lanet  & Gary  and  all  those 
good  people  out  there  that  helped  with  replacing  lost  seeds.  There  is 
always  a reason  for  what  happens ...  sometimes  it  is  hard  to  find  the  lesson 
in  it,  but  sometimes  it  is  obvious. 

I was  worried  that  the  theft  would  not  only  affect  the  material  project, 
but  would  be  discouraging  to  some  otherwise  fine  people  that  are 
struggling  to  be  of  use  to  others. 

But  the  seeds  came,  wrapped  in  the  caring  of  strangers  who  gave,  probably 
never  to  get  credit  for  it.  Anonymous  giving  is  the  ultimate  of 
compassion . 

So  now,  the  folks  at  Pepperland  Farm  are  planting  and  planting.  Dustyn 
sustained  a knee  injury,  but  he  hobbled  along  anyway,  not  wanting  the 
seeds  to  go  to  waste. 

They've  overcome  their  test,  learning  that  there  are  wonderful  hearts  out 
there.  And  they  can  go  on,  working  not  for  themselves,  but  extending  the 
generosity  beyond  their  project.  During  all  of  this,  they  were  worrying 
about  the  Black  Mesa  folks  in  Arizona  that  were  also  struggling  with  their 
permaculture  farming  efforts  too. 

So  the  generosity  and  compassionate  are  passed  on  and  on;  those  were  the 
seeds  that  were  sent,  planted,  and  are  growing. 

I thank  all  those  that  responded  so  quickly  with  open  hearts.  The  goodness 
will  come  back,  when  it  has  traveled  the  circle  that  we  so  firmly  believe 
in . 

Mitakuye  Oyas'in  (All  my  relatives), 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder 

"RE;  Native  American  Music  Awards"  

Date:  Thu,  21  May  1998  04:27:19  -0400  ( EDT) 

From:  NAMMYS  <NAMMYS@aol . com>  (by  way  of  Dan  Smoke  <dsmoke(3julian . uwo . ca>) 
Subj:  Native  American  Music  Awards 

UUCP  email 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

DID  YOU  KNOW  THEY  WERE  NATIVE? 

Exclusive  Segment  To  Be  Featured  at  First  Native  American  Music  Awards 
Wayne  Newton,  Dimi  Hendrix,  Elvis  Presley,  Willie  Nelson,  Burt  Reynolds, 
Donna  Summer,  and  Johnny  Depp  are  just  a few  of  the  nationally  recognized 
names  and  faces  whose  Native  American  heritage  will  be  revealed  in  an 


exclusive  newsbreaking  segment  at  the  First  Native  American  Music  Awards. 

Like  its  featured  performers  and  nominees,  this  segment  aims  to  raise 
awareness  on  leading  Native  Americans  in  the  entertainment  industry. 

Hosted  by  Wayne  Newton,  other  popular  celebrities  and  musicians  who  will 
also  be  featured  in  this  segment  include:  producers  Daniel  Lanois  and 
Nile  Rodgers,  comedian  Jonathon  Winters,  actors  Tommy  Lee  Jones  and  Lou 
Diamond  Phillips  with  more  to  be  announced. 

The  First  Native  American  Music  Awards  will  be  held  Sunday,  Memorial  Day 
Weekend  on  May  24,  1998  at  Foxwoods  Resort  Casino  in  Conneticut.  Tickets 
are  available  through  ticketmaster  or  can  be  purchased  by  calling  the  Fox 
Theatre  box  office  at  1 800  200  2882. 

"RE : California  Gaming  Issues"  

Date:  Wed,  20  May  1998  08:14:59  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Tony  Cohen  <acohen@cfk.com> 

Subj : California  gaming  issues 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

I haven't  seen  any  mention  on  this  list  of  the  disaster  occuring  in 
California  as  the  United  States  and  California  work  together  to  wipe  out 
tribal  government  gaming.  Here'  s an  op-ed  piece  published  May  10,  1998 
in  the  Santa  Rosa,  California  Press  Democrat  on  the  subject.  On  May 
19th,  United  States  Marshals  began  a statewide  effort  to  serve  "warrants 
of  arrest"  on  the  gaming  machines  used  in  tribal  casinos. 

>>>Facing  Deadline,  Tribal  Casinos  Pin  Hopes  on  Voters<<< 

By:  Tony  Cohen,  George  Forman,  and  Pat  Prochaska 

In  1886,  the  Supreme  Court  explained  why  the  federal  government  had  to 
protect  Indian  tribes: 

"Because  of  local  ill  feeling,  the  people  of  the  States  where  they  are 
found  are  often  their  deadliest  enemies." 

Time  has  resulted  in  remarkable  changes.  As  an  unholy  alliance 
prepares  to  return  California  tribes  to  poverty  and  despair,  many  tribes 
now  see  California  voters  as  their  best  hope  for  survival. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Justice  insists  that  beginning  May 
13th,  it  will  bring  enforcement  actions  to  close  the  casinos  that 
California's  tribal  governments  need  to  fund  employment,  health  care, 
education,  housing,  and  public  works.  After  working  for  years  to  end 
tribal  governmental  gaming.  Governor  Wilson,  cardrooms,  racetracks,  and 
Nevada  casinos  are  delighted. 

Those  who  justify  this  obscene  treatment  of  America's  poorest  people 
wrap  their  treachery  in  a simple  package.  Their  marketing  mantra  is 
"illegal  slot  machines."  Beneath  the  packaging,  however,  lies  a complex 
fraud . 

In  1987,  the  Supreme  Court  told  California  to  leave  tribal  government 
gaming  alone  because  tribes  are  quasi-sovereign  governments.  Tribes  are 
subservient  to  the  federal  government,  but  not  to  the  states,  unless 
Congress  says  so.  In  1988,  the  states  convinced  Congress  to  pass  the 
Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act  ("IGRA")  to  override  that  decision. 

IGRA  created  a gaming  category  called  "Class  III,"  and  required  tribes 
which  want  Class  III  gaming  to  negotiate  with  states  for  "compacts." 

Not  surprisingly.  Class  III  includes  virtually  all  video  gaming 
machines,  casino  patrons'  favorites.  Tribes,  however,  only  have  to 
accept  compact  provisions  which  are  "directly  related  to  and  necessary 
for  the  regulation  and  licensing"  of  the  gaming  activities. 

Unfortunately,  Governor  Wilson  refuses  to  abide  by  that  IGRA 
restriction . 

Because  Congress  understood  that  tribes  have  little  bargaining 
leverage,  IGRA  gave  them  the  right  to  sue  states  which  negotiate  in  bad 
faith.  Then,  in  1996,  the  Supreme  Court  struck  down  that  provision  of 
IGRA  as  unconstitutional,  destroying  what  little  bargaining  power 
tribes  had. 

In  August,  1996,  after  Governor  Wilson  had  refused  for  years  to 


negotiate  with  gaming  tribes,  a California  intertribal  gaming 
association,  CNIGA,  agreed  to  send  the  non-gaming  Pala  Band  to  the 
bargaining  table.  CNIGA' s 39  gaming  and  non-gaming  tribes  would 
participate,  making  the  Pala  compact  a model.  In  September,  1997, 
however,  an  information  blackout  was  imposed  and  the  ground  rules  were 
changed  unilaterally.  Until  Pala  and  Wilson  signed  the  compact  on  March 
6,  1998,  California's  tribes  learned  nothing  about  it.  The  tribes  were 
appalled  when  they  finally  saw  it.  It  contains  terms  which  unlawfully 
erode  their  remaining  sovereignty  - terms  not  "directly  related  to  and 
necessary  for  the  regulation  and  licensing"  of  gaming.  With  only  a few 
exceptions,  California's  tribes,  gaming  and  non-gaming,  are  outraged  by 
the  compact  and  the  secret  process  which  created  it.  But  Governor 
Wilson  says  that  the  Pala  compact  is  the  only  deal  available. 

Now,  the  United  States  Dustice  Department,  the  tribes'  supposed 
protector,  is  furthering  the  Governor's  plan  to  force  the  Pala  compact 
upon  every  other  tribe.  It  is  going  to  do  "whatever  it  has  to"  in  order 
to  end  the  use  of  "illegal  slot  machines"  --  sue  the  leaders,  and  seize 
the  assets,  of  every  tribe  that  does  not  either  accept  the  Pala  compact 
or  cease  operating  Class  III  gaming  by  May  12th. 

Understand  that  the  machines  are  "illegal"  only  because  tribes  can't 
get  a compact  from  Governor  Wilson  without  surrendering  aspects  of  their 
sovereignty  which  only  Congress  can  lawfully  take.  If  the  tribes  could 
sue  the  Governor,  they  could  prove  his  bad  faith.  The  Governor, 
however,  can't  be  sued  without  his  consent.  And  guess  what?  He  won't 
give  that  consent  to  tribes  that  won't  first  shut  down  their  Class  III 
gaming.  Sound  like  an  old  western? 

"A  harsh  winter's  coming.  You'd  better  surrender  your  hunting  grounds, 
your  horses,  and  your  weapons  and  come  into  our  fort  to  talk. 

Otherwise,  the  blue  coats  will  obliterate  your  villages,  kill  your 
warriors,  and  take  your  women  and  children.  Then  we'll  talk." 

It's  a disgrace  that  the  Governor  uses  19th  century  slash  and  burn 
tactics,  hiding  behind  his  immunity.  Even  worse  is  the  United  States' 
willingness  to  provide  the  troops.  Ultimately,  tribes  may  be  forced  to 
shut  down  and  wait  for  the  California  voters  to  rescue  them  in  November 
by  voting  "yes"  on  the  Tribal  Government  Gaming  and  Economic 
Self-Sufficiency  initiative.  Meanwhile,  watch  the  welfare  and 
unemployment  offices  as  thousands  of  newly  unemployed  workers  return, 
against  their  will,  and  against  the  wishes  of  their  tribal  employers. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Tony  Cohen  is  a Santa  Rosa  attorney  with  Clement,  Fitzpatrick  & 
Kenworthy.  His  civil  litigation  practice  has  included  federal  Indian 
law  since  1981.  In  addition  to  his  general  business  clients,  he 
represents  four  northern  California  tribes  and  a medical  clinic  run  by  a 
consortium  of  five  tribes. 

Forman  & Prochaska,  Attorneys  at  Law,  of  San  Rafael,  represents 
American  Indian  tribes.  Tribal  enterprises,  and  other  businesses  and 
organizations  that  provide  services  to  American  Indians  and  other  Native 
Americans . 


"RE : NA  Prisoners  in  California"  

Date:  Tue,  19  May  1998  16:15:27  EDT 
From:  FirehairSS  <FirehairSS@aol . com> 

Subj : Religious  Freedom  for  NA  prisoners  in  CA 

UUCP  email 

Hi  there, 

I got  your  address  from  the  NAtiveweb  and  thought  you  might  be  willing  to 
pass  on  enclosed  information.  My  efforts  are  backed  by  Len  Foster  of  the 
NAvajo  NAtions'  Coertions  Project. 

Here  goes: 


FREEDOM  OF  RELIGION,  A RIGHT,  NOT  A PRIVILEGE 


Human  standards , NOT  grooming  standards. 

Native  American  California  Prisoners  under  attack  from  the  California 
Department  of  Corrections , state  puts  the  boot  in. 

The  California  Department  of  Corrections  has  passed  amendments  to  their 
grooming  regulations  last  December,  for  security  reasons  as  is  claimed. 

It  means  that  ALL  prisoners  have  to  cut  their  hair  to  no  more  than  3 
inches  in  length.  No  religious  exemptions.  This  is  particularly  affecting 
the  Native  American  male  prisoners,  many  of  whom  have  been  finding  their 
way  onto  the  red  road  and  their  own  spirituality.  This  includes  attending 
sweatlodges  as  often  as  allowed,  the  wearing  of  personal  medicine  bundles 
and  the  traditional  wearing  of  long  hair.  After  the  introduction  of  the 
religious  freedom  restoration  act  in  1993  it  was  a little  easier  to  get 
these  services  established  in  the  prisons.  Sadly  that  act  was  overturned 
in  Dune  1997.  Soon  after  the  CDC  moved  in  with  these  new  regulations.  They 
are  aggressively  implementing  the  new  grooming  standards  and  they  are  in  a 
hurry  to  do  so. 

They  have  already  wreaked  a lot  of  havoc  and  brought  a lot  of  heartache 
to  native  prisoners  and  their  families  for  simple  punitive,  not 
rehabilitative,  reasons. 

California  Indian  Legal  Services  (Day  Peterson)  has  already  taken  out  a 
lawsuit  and  injunction  (they  are  waiting  for  the  judge  to  rule  on  the 
injunction)  against  these  measures.  California  Assembly  member  Doe  Baca 
has  introduced  a new  bill  (AB  1617)  to  try  and  restore  some  of  the 
religious  freedom  rights  that  were  recently  lost.  This  bill  is  in  the 
senate  judiciary  committee  right  now.  Navajo  Nations  Corrections  Projects' 
Director  and  Spiritual  advisor  Len  Foster  (Dineh/Navajo)  is  willing  to 
testify  for  the  committee  on  the  importance  of  spiritual  services  in  state 
penitentiaries.  The  succes  rate  for  prisoners  that  can  attend  traditional 
Native  American  Religious  Ceremonies  is  very  high. Meanwhile  the  prisoners 
either  have  to  cut  their  hair  or  they  lose  all  their  privileges.  A lot  of 
them,  in  fear  of  being  transferred,  written  up  as  program  failures  (pretty 
tough  choice  for  a lifer!),  or  lose  opportunities  like  art  programs  or 
decent  jobs  inside,  have  cut  their  hair,  where  ever  possible  in  a grieving 
ceremony  with  the  opportunity,  in  some  cases  to  send  their  hair  home.  A 
simple  administrative  infraction  is  turned  into  a major  issue  leading  to 
all  kinds  of  problems  for  the  prisoners  affected.  As  if  being  locked  up 
isn't  enough  punishment  already. 

Some  prisoners  are  holding  out  and  have  refused  to  give  in.  Punishment 
up  till  now  has  been  loss  of  privileges  like  visits  from  family,  telephone 
calls,  parcels  from  home,  jobs,  loss  of  good  time.  Anything  that  makes 
life  a little  more  bearable  in  these  confinement  warehouses . Indian  centers 
people  at  powwows,  spiritual  advisors,  other  people  of  colour  (and  some  of 
them  not)  have  rallied  to  express  their  support.  In  a place  like  Chino 
State  prison,  sweatlodges  are  held  on  weekends,  when  it  is  more  difficult 
for  people  to  attend.  The  whole  atmosphere  in  the  prison  system  is  one  of 
punishment,  not  rehabilitation. 

Indians  are  also  monitoring  if  the  grooming  code  is  enforced  on  other 
minorities.  In  Chino  the  women  cannot  wear  their  hair  long,  cannot  have 
medicine  bundles,  no  sage,  craft  program  was  stopped . Christian  ministers 
inside  prisons  are  trying  to  turn  all  the  inmates  into  Christians.  They 
are  trying  to  convince  them  not  to  go  to  the  sweatlodge  but  read  the  bible 
instead.  Governor  Pete  Wilson  has  said  he  is  not  funding  any  programs  for 
Indian  prisoners  until  the  California  Indian  tribes  have  signed  his 
version  of  a gaming  compact.  The  University  of  Riverside's  Indian  Radio 
program  "Indian  Time"  is  covering  this  issue.  There  are  rumours  going 
round  the  prisons  that  the  federal  court  has  ruled  against  the  CDC  on  this 
issue,  but  it  hasn't  been  confirmed.  Everything  is  very  confusing  and 
unclear  at  the  moment. 

One  thing  is  for  sure.  Prisoners  are  being  terrorized,  isolated, 
banished  and  deemed  program  failures  because  they  stand  up  for  what  they 
believe  in  and  their  traditional  beliefs.  THEY  ARE  WARRIORS  AND  SHOULD  BE 
RECOGNIZED  AS  SUCH  BY  ALL  INDIANS!  Every  major  Indian  organisation  should 
be  supportive  of  these  people  and  what  they  represent.  Freedom  of  religion 
A right,  not  a privilege.  This  is  a total  outrage  and  should  not  be 
tolerated  by  anyone  who  believes  in  freedom  of  religion,  equality. 


compassion,  humanity  and  justice.  I was  always  taught  that  America  was  the 
land  of  the  free,  only  for  some?  Especially  Indians,  they  are  this 
countries  original  indigenous  people  and  should  be  respected  as  such. 

Their  beliefs  and  spirituality  are  MUCH  older  than  Christianity.  It  was 
and  is  the  heart  of  the  people.  Why  can't  they  practice  their  religion  in 
peace? 

Native  Prisoners  Deprived  of  their  Spiritual  and  Human  Rights 
The  California  Department  of  Corrections  is  forcing  through  a grooming 
code  for  all  male  prisoners.  No  religious  exemptions.  This  is  affecting 
the  Native  American  prisoners  who  are  practicing  their  traditional  beliefs. 
One  of  the  beliefs  is  that  the  power  lies  in  the  hair  and  forcibly  cutting 
it  attacks  them  in  their  spirituality  and  culture  and  shouldn't  be 
tolerated.  Also  some  of  the  California  State  prisons  are  discontinuing  the 
use  of  sweatlodges,  again,  important  to  Native  prisoners  to  practice 
traditional  beliefs. 

California  Indian  Legal  Services  (lay  Peterson)  have  taken  out  an 
injunction  against  this  practice.  This  went  to  court  the  end  of  Aprill 
1998. They  are  still  waiting  on  a decision  from  the  judge  on  the  injunction. 
Prisoners  who  do  not  comply  are  being  written  up  on  an  115  (administrative 
infraction)  and  lose  privileges  like  visits  from  relatives,  good  time  and 
phone  privileges.  Some  of  these  prisoners  have  never  had  themselves 
written  up  at  all!  CHS  are  also  taking  out  a lawsuit  against  the 
Department  of  Corrections  in  California.  State  Assembly  member  loe  Baca 
has  introduced  a bill  AB1617  to  amend  existing  legislation  to  give  the 
California  people  more  protection  to  practice  their  religions.  This  bill 
will  proceed  to  the  senate  in  Dune.  This  bill  also  needs  support.  Len 
Foster,  director  and  spiritual  advisor  of  the  Navajo  Nations'  Corrections 
Project  is  willing  to  testify  to  state  how  many  Native  Americans  have 
benefitted  from  being  able  to  practice  their  traditional  ceremonies  inside 
the  state  penitentiaries. At  the  moment  the  bill  is  in  the  Senate 
Dudiciary  Committee.  Please  sign  and  send  enclosed  letter.  Renegade 
Artists  Present  is  circulating  a petition  whereby  people  can  express  their 
support  by  putting  their  signature  on  it  (enclosed).  Please  help  Native 
prisoners  by  circulating  this  petition  and  letter  or  send  letters  of 
support  to: 

California  Indian  Legal  Services 
Day  Peterson 

510  - 16th  Street  Suite  301 

Oakland 

California  94612 

Tel:  510  835  0284  Ext.  308 

California  State  Assembly 
Comittee 

Doe  Baca  (attn.  of  Ben) 

Room  3120 
State  Capitol 
Sacramento 
California  95814 
Tel:  916  445  7454 

AND 

Protest  to: 

California  Dept  of  Corrections  and: 

Regulations  and  policy  matters 
P.0.  Box  942883 
Sacramento 

California  94283-0001 

Thank  you.  Renegade  Artists  Present 
Tel:  909  849  2575 

Date:  


Governor  Pete  Wilson 
State  Capitol 
Sacramento 

California  95814 
Tel:  213  897  0322 


or:  Senate  Dudiciary 

Room  SD  - 224 
Dirksen  Senate  Office 
Washington  D.C.  20510 
Tel:  202  224  5225 


To:  Doe  Baca 


Room  3120 
State  Capitol 
Sacramento 
California  95814 
Fax:  916  324  6980 

The  undersigned  support(s)  California  State  Assembly  Bill  No.  1617  - 
introduced  by  3oe  Baca  - to  protect  the  religious  freedom  practices  of 
the  California  people  and  to  add  renewed  protection  for  Native  Americans  to 
the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  of  1978  - a protection  which  was 
recently  lost  when  the  Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act  (passed  in  1993) 
was  overturned  in  Dune  1997  by  the  supreme  court. 

Renegade  Artists  Present 

P.0.  Box  32 
Banning 

California  92220 
Tel  909  849  2575 

Date  

Dear 

We  are  asking  you  to  support  enclosed  bill  AB  1617,  introduced  into  the 
California  State  Assembly  and  to  sign  enclosed  petition  to  help  California 
Indian  Legal  services  with  a lawsuit  and  an  injunction  against  recent 
clampdowns  in  California  on  Native  American  prisoners'  religious  freedom. 

When  the  Supreme  Court  overturned  the  religious  freedom  restoration  act, 
various  Departments  of  Corrections  started  to  suspend  or  abolish  the 
religious  exemption  policies. 

Baca  introduced  the  bill  to  amend  the  State  constitution  in  California  to 
provide  religious  exercise  that  will  not  be  infringed  upon  unless  there  is 
a compelling  state  interest. 

The  Bill  is  going  to  the  Senate  in  Dune,  so  the  more  support  this  bill  can 
get,  the  better  it  is. 

Thank  you  for  supporting  this  effort  to  restore  some  human  rights. 

Yours  sincerely. 

Renegade  Artists  Present 
Coordinator 

PETITION 

Please  sign  this  petition  against  the  deprivation  of  Native  American  men  of 
their  spiritual  needs  in  prison  in  California.  They  are  pulling  sweatlodges 
off  the  prison  yards  and  are  forcing  all  Indian  male  inmates  to  cut  their 
hair.  This  is  a direct  violation  of  human  rights  and  shouldn't  be  tolerated. 

Please  sign  to  show  your  support  for  action  against  these 
measures.  Prisoners  are  being  reduced  to  "C"  status  with  loss  of  privileges 
or  thrown  in  the  hole.  This  shows  disrespect  and  no  understanding  for  another 
culture.  Thank  you. 

Send  to:  Renegade  Artists  Present,  P.0.  Box  32,  Banning,  Ca  92220 

Tel:  909  849  2575 

TFIanks . 

Elija  van  den  Berg 

The  prisoner  that  took  the  initiative  is  from  White  Mountain,  is  now 
incarcerated  in  CAlifornia. 


RE:  Native  Prisoner 


Date:  Mon,  25  May  1998  23:14:49  -0400 
From:  3anet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 
Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please  e-mail 
3anet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for  giving  this 
list  a home  on  the  web. 

Pierce,  Randy 
#120836  -M.S.U.-  W.K.C.C. 

PO  Box  5000 

Eddyville,  KY  42038-5000 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Pike  3r.,  William  3. 

#315-725 

PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140 

Date  of  Birth:  10/13/70 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Poole,  Mary  Laverne 
#36550 

1479  Collins  Ave. 
Marysville,  OH  43040 
Date  of  Birth:  1/7/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Prince  Mahdi  Lemuel  Holmes 
#88698 

Turngy  Center  Anex 

Route  One  Only,  TN  37140-9709 


Prinkey,  Robert  Lee 

BV-3474 

Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16823 
Date  of  Birth:  6/25/62 
Ancestry:  Idaho  Indian? 


Quarry,  lames  Lee 
#298-683 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/25/72 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Ramage,  Marvin 
#R149-677 
PO  Box  740/3 -C 
London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  9/7/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly.  If 
your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice.  Inquire 
about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can  help  you  with 
this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved,  please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily  banned 
may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


>From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  3ones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"03"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 


Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  17  May  1998  23:27:28  -0400 

Subj : HISTORY  - A HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO  - CARLISLE  - WEEK  55 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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BUILDING  EVERY  DAY. 


We  are  building  every  day. 

In  a good  or  evil  way; 

And  the  structure,  as  it  grows. 

Will  our  inmost  self  disclose. 

Till  in  every  arch  and  line 

All  our  faults  and  failings  shine; 

It  may  grow  a castle  grand. 

Or  a wreck  upon  the  sand. 

Do  you  ask  what  building  this 
That  can  show  both  pain  and  bliss 
That  can  be  both  dark  and  fair? 

Lo,  its  name  is  Character. 

Build  it  well,  whate'er  you  do; 

Build  it  straight  and  strong  and  true; 
Build  it  clean,  and  high,  and  broad; 
Build  it  for  the  eye  of  God! 

I . E . DIEKENGA. 


SHADOWS . 


The  following  clipping  was  sent  for  our  columns  by  one  greatly 
interested  in  our  little  paper: 

It  is  said  that  an  engineer  on  a locomotive  dreads  a moonlight  night 
more  than  any  other  because  of  the  bewildering  shadows. 

As  he  guides  the  engine  round  a curve,  what  seems  to  be  a huge 
obstruction  upon  the  track,  almost  paralyzing  his  energies,  proves  to  be 
only  a shadow  cast  by  some  rock. 

Only  by  his  intense  weariness  after  he  has  passed  the  dread  spot  does 
he  realize  how  great  the  strain  has  been. 

So  through  life  many  are  constantly  dreading  future  evils,  which, 
when  the  time  comes  for  meeting,  proves  to  be  only  shadows. 

How  much  nervous  force  is  wasted  day  by  day  in  anticipating  evil 
which  will  never  have  any  existence  save  in  the  imagination. 

Too  much  planning  to  avoid  possible  future  evil  is  as  bad  as  too 


little . 

The  old  maxim,  not  to  cross  a bridge  until  you  come  to  it,  contains  a 
deal  of  good  advice. 

They  who  are  constantly  nerving  themselves  to  fight  with  shadows  find 
they  have  very  little  strength  to  meet  real  trouble. 


WHAT  A BOY  NEEDS. 


An  ambitious  Indian  youth  asked  his  caretaker  what  a boy  needed  most 
to  help  him  on  in  the  world.  He  thought  the  man  would  say  money. 

"My  boy"  said  the  thoughtful  man,  "the  FIRST  need  is  a healthy, 
vigorous  body. 

"Yes,  I know,  but  I have  that." 

"Then  the  next  need  is  BRAINS." 

"Of  course,"  said  the  boy,  "but  ," 

"The  next  great  need  is  CHARACTER,"  interrupted  the  man. 


SAFE,  BECAUSE  NO  WHITE  MAN  WAS  THERE. 


A celebrated  Bishop  was  holding  services  in  an  Indian  village  camp. 
His  things  were  scattered  around  the  lodge  in  which  he  stayed. 

When  he  was  about  to  go  out  of  the  lodge  he  said  to  the  chief: 

"Is  it  safe  to  leave  my  things  here  while  we  go  to  hold  service?" 
"Yes,"  said  the  chief.  "Perfectly  safe.  There  is  not  a white  man 
within  a hundred  miles." 


DOWN  AMONG  THE  OSAGES. 


Saucy  Chief  made  quite  a talk  to  a number  of  his  full-blood  brothers 
Monday  morning  from  the  steps  in  front  of  the  council  house. 

He  informed  them  that  they  must  all  come  in  in  a body  to  the  next 
payment  and  not  come  straggling  in  like  farmers. 

Also  for  them  to  be  sure  and  not  drink  any  whiskey  as  it  would  not  be 
tolerated.  -[Osage  Journal. 


"Will  any  of  the  Carlisle  Indians  be  allowed  to  enlist,  or  are  they 
all  minors?"  asks  an  interested  correspondent . 

"Or,  are  Indians  allowed  to  fight,  anyway?"  she  continued.  "From 
what  I saw  of  them,  I should  call  them  far  more  peaceable  than  we  are, 
at  present." 
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Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  PO  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 
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Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
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These  war  times  are  good  times  to  study  maps  and  read  up  on  history. 


Lydia  Clute,  who  is  in  a country  home,  says  at  the  end  of  a little 
business  letter,  "I  am  very  well  and  happy." 


Ralph  Armstrong,  '98,  left  for  his  home  in  Idaho,  on  Wednesday. 
Ralph  has  a camera,  and  is  quite  able  to  do  a fair  business  at  taking 
pictures . 


We  are  glad  to  learn  that  Delila  Cornelius  is  taking  active  interest 
in  her  Botany.  Delila  is  living  at  Downingtown  with  Miss  Edge,  who 
gives  her  Indian  girls  exceptional  opportunities  for  study  and  research. 


The  Red  Man  published  at  the  Indian  School,  is  growing  better  and 
better.  The  May  number  was  exceptionally  well  edited  and  on  the  first 
page  is  a cut  of  the  interior  of  the  school  printing  office.  - [Carlisle 
Evening  Sentinel. 


"I  see  your  roofs  are  painted  in  the  Spanish  colors,"  observed  a 
stranger,  and  he  could  hardly  believe  that  we  were  loyal  to  the  United 
States,  even  though  we  explained  that  red  and  old  gold  (not  yellow)  were 
our  school  colors. 


Mary  P.  Wells,  of  Rainy  Mt.  School,  Oklahoma,  again  renews  her 
subscription,  with  greetings  for  friends  at  the  school.  Many  of  us 
remember  Mary  Parkhurst  before  she  became  Mrs.  Otto  Wells.  Both  were 
students  of  the  school. 


"Resolve  to  edge  in  a little  reading  EVERY  DAY,  if  it  is  but  a single 
sentence.  If  you  gain  but  fifteen  minutes  a day  it  will  make  itself 
felt  at  the  end  of  a year,"  says  Horace  Mann.  And  we  say:  Why  not  do 
this?  Isn't  it  because  we  are  not  able  to  drive  ourselves?  Others  will 
not  do  it  for  us?  We  all  want  to  grow  wiser. 


Mr.  Otto  Wells,  ex-pupil,  now  at  Rainy  Mt.  School,  Okla.  has  ordered 
two  sets  of  double  harness,  of  Carlisle  make,  one  for  work  and  one  for 
driving,  and  sent  the  money  for  the  same.  That  speaks  well  for  our  work 
as  harness  makers,  as  Otto  knows  the  quality. 


The  officers  elected  by  the  Duniors,  class  1900,  for  their  class 
organization,  are:  President,  Margaret  La  Mere;  Vice-President, 
Pasquala  Anderson;  Secretary,  Rose  Poodry;  Treasurer,  Kittie 
Silverheels;  Reporter,  Frank  Beale;  Critic,  Jacob  Horne;  Class  Poet, 
Emily  Clark. 


Class  '99,  the  Seniors  have  elected  the  following  officers: 
President,  Joseph  Gouge;  Vice-President,  Christian  Eastman;  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  Robert  Emmett;  Report,  Samuel  Kendall  Paul;  Executive 
Committee,  George  Northrup,  Dollie  Wheelock,  and  George  Bacon. 


We  fear  the  reckless  bicycle  riding  around  corners  on  the  school 
grounds  and  the  road  approaching  the  entrance,  will  lead  to  strict  rules 
that  will  be  unpleasant  to  bear.  Riders  from  town  frequently  come  out 
in  groups  of  ten  and  more  to  race  on  the  road  by  the  trolley.  Some  very 
narrow  escapes  have  been  experienced  at  the  Henderson  corner,  through 
gross  neglect  of  the  ordinary  rules  of  common  sense.  It  does  not 
require  an  extraordinary  mental  calibre  to  know  that  a corner  is  the 
place  to  slow  up. 


Mr.  Edward  Marsden,  who  graduated  from  Lane  Seminary,  Cincinnnati, 
this  summer  is  about  to  leave  for  his  home  in  New  Metlakatla,  Alaska. 

He  says  at  the  end  of  a business  note:  "My  ten  years'  preparation  is  now 
through  and  I am  ready  to  'spend  and  be  spent'  for  the  sake  of  my 
country.  Of  the  few  institutions  of  learning  that  are  close  to  me,  the 
Carlisle  school  is  one.  I do  sincerely  hope  that  the  school  will 
continue  to  prosper  as  in  the  past  and  that  the  young  men  and  women  will 


also  continue  to  receive  from  it  their  proper  equipment  for  life's 
duties.  Farewell." 


On  Saturday  evening  the  faculty,  officers  and  others  of  the  school 
were  entertained  by  Capt,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Pratt  at  their  home.  A unique 
and  highly  enjoyable  feature  of  the  evening  was  a game  called 
"Characteristics."  On  both  sides  of  a card,  5x7  inches,  from  the 
corners  of  which  hung  dainty  pencils  tied  with  cord,  were  written  in 
lines  of  two  or  three  words  each  the  leading  characteristics  of  noted 
literary  and  historical  men  and  women,  and  of  some  miscellaneous 
celebrities.  The  initial  letters  of  the  words  in  each  line  were  the 
initials  of  the  characters  to  be  guessed.  Before  the  game  began  the 
names  of  prominent  authors  and  of  books  they  wrote  were  thrown  in  a tray 
from  which  each  guest  selected  a slip,  when  book  and  author  went  hunting 
for  each  other  and  thus  became  partners.  Prizes  were  given  to  the 
couples  who  discovered  the  most  characters  fitting  the  characteristics . 
The  highest  number  made  out  was  43,  from  the  52  given  on  the  card,  and 
Professor  Bakeless  and  Miss  Barclay  were  tied  with  Misses  Wood  and 
Bowersox.  After  refreshments  were  served  the  company  dispersed,  all 
claiming  to  have  enjoyed  one  of  the  most  pleasant  evenings  of  their 
lives . 
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Capt.  Pratt  is  in  New  York. 

"More  rain,  more  rest,"  surely  this  Spring. 

Pupils  of  No.  9 are  studying  "Hiawatha." 

There  is  plenty  of  room  at  the  front,  these  days. 

The  end  of  the  school  year  is  nearly  in  sight. 

How  about  the  weather  for  Maying,  this  month? 

If  all  men  would  shoot  as  they  shout,  the  war  would  not  last  long. 

Miss  Ely  and  her  friends  visited  the  Battlefield  of  Gettysburg 
yesterday. 

Misses  Carter  and  Robertson  visited  some  of  the  Harrisburg  school  on 
Monday. 

The  Senior  pupil  teachers  are  hard  at  work  on  History  of  Education 
and  enjoy  it. 

Dynamiting  rocks  on  the  new  Athletic  field  keeps  us  in  continual  mind 
of  the  war. 

The  new  library  extension  in  the  office  of  the  school  building  is 
almost  completed. 

Our  boys  play  the  Susquehanna  team  tomorrow  on  Dickinson  College 
Athletic  Field. 

Good  weather,  these  days,  for  ducks,  but  not  for  rapid  progress  in 
making  Athletic  fields. 

The  woman  who  is  afraid  of  bees  should  not  get  a new  Spring  bonnet, 
for  every  one  has  a B in  it. 

The  band  goes  to  Harrisburg  Tuesday,  to  play  in  the  parade  to  be 
given  by  St.  Johns'  Commandary. 

Little  Harry  Seonia  treated  his  baseball  team,  yesterday,  sharing 
with  them  a half-dozen  crackers. 

Mr.  D.H.  Burns,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  spent  Wednesday  night  at  the 
school,  a guest  of  Mrs.  Given. 

A team  of  the  small  boys  went  to  town  Saturday  and  defeated  a team  of 
larger  boys,  by  a score  of  15  to  8. 

Dahnola  Jessan,  printer,  is  in  the  hospital,  nursing  a lame  legj  he 
is  getting  it  ready  for  football  in  the  Fall. 

Pupils  of  Nos.  10,  11,  and  12  are  at  work  upon  Lowell's  "Present 
Crisis."  No.  7 pupils  are  on  Drake's  "American  Flag." 

Lillie  Complainville,  '98,  has  gone  to  her  home  in  Idaho.  She  has  a 
prospect  of  entering  the  Indian  serive  in  the  early  Fall. 

Mabel  Buck,  '97,  and  Nellie  O'Dell,  '98,  left  for  Darlington, 
Oklahoma,  on  Tuesday  evening,  to  take  positions  in  the  Arapaho  school  at 
that  place. 

Mr.  Chas.  W.  Harvey,  College  Secretary  of  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  held  a special  meeting  on  Friday  evening,  in  our  Y.M.C.A. 


hall. 

Miss  Reasonen  has  been  spending  a week  with  Mrs.  Senseney  of 
Chambersburg,  in  the  mountains. 

Next  Saturday  morning.  May  28,  our  baseball  boys  will  meet  the 
Mercersburg  College  team  on  the  athletic  field  of  Dickinson.  In  the 
afternoon  will  occur  the  dual  athletic  meet  between  Dickinson  College 
and  our  school. 

What  could  be  more  of  a compliment  to  a stout  bicycle  rider,  than: 
"Why,  you  speed  along  as  though  it  were  aerial  navigation?" 

Among  the  interesting  visitors  of  the  week  was  Miss  Edna  Donaldson, 
from  Northern  India,  who  has  been  for  eight  years.  Principal  of  a Native 
Christian  Girls'  school  there. 

Classes  in  drawing  are  doing  some  of  their  strongest  work  during 
these  beautiful  Spring  days.  Some  of  the  pansies  by  No.  9 pupils  are 
very  realistic  in  color  and  true  in  form. 

Mr.  Levi  St.  Cyr,  chief  clerk  of  the  mailing  department,  is  off  on 
his  annual  leave  of  30  days.  He  has  gone  to  rusticate  among  friends  at 
his  old  home  in  Winnebago  Agency,  Nebraska. 

Bruce  Patterson  is  spending  a few  days  at  "Hotel  de  Howe",  in  the 
South  Mountain,  to  take  into  his  lungs  the  mountain  ozone,  so  famous  for 
its  curative  properties.  Bruce  is  suffering  with  a hard  cold  which 
pulled  him  down  a little. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bowcock  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  were  among  the 
interested  visitors  of  the  week.  There  are  a number  at  the  school  who 
used  to  know  Mrs.  Bowcock  as  Miss  Zitzer,  when  she  lived  in  Carlisle  and 
frequently  came  out  to  see  us. 

Beautiful  pansies  from  Mrs.  Standing's  flower  bed  have  been  in 
evidence  for  some  time.  Miss  Luckenbach  has  the  largest  and  most 
thrifty  bed  of  flowers  anywhere  around.  The  wistaria  vine  in  front  of 
the  Superintendent's  residence  is  out  in  its  gayest  dress,  and  fills  the 
air  with  sweet  fragrance. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Martindell,  of  Newtown,  Pa.,  and  Miss  Fannie  C. 
Ely  of  Philadelphia,  are  guests  of  Miss  Ely.  Mr.  Chalkely  Styer,  of 
Morristown,  is  of  the  same  company  and  is  visiting  friends  in  town.  The 
gentlemen  named  are  in  attendance  as  delegates  upon  the  Prohibition 
Convention,  held  in  Harrisburg  this  week. 

The  farewell  entertainment  given  by  the  Standards  in  their  Society 
Hall,  last  Friday  evening  was  an  all  around  success.  More  than  half  the 
audience  was  composed  of  faculty  and  officers,  all  of  whom  were  pleased 
at  the  original  orations,  extempore  speaking,  (which  showed  a breadth  of 
information  that  was  surprising  to  many,)  the  singing  by  two  quartettes 
and  the  spirited  debate.  The  Standards  have  held  up  their  name  and 
motto  "En  Avant,"  in  excellent  shape  this  winter. 

Mr.  Thompson  says  relative  to  the  treatment  our  baseball  boys 
received  last  Saturday,  by  the  Country  Athletic  Club  of  Pennsylvania's 
capital:  We  were  met  at  the  depot  by  carriages  and  taken  to  their 
grounds,  which  are  beautifully  situated  north  of  Harrisburg  near  the 
river.  It  was  purely  a social  affair,  members  and  their  guests  only 
being  admitted.  The  game  began  with  prospects  of  a large  score  in  our 
favor  but  in  the  second  inning  "our"  Mr.  McCormick  went  in  the  box  and 
no  more  runs  were  tallied  for  us.  In  the  eighth  inning  they  scored 
their  only  run.  The  game  ended  5 to  1 in  our  favor.  Hawley  Pierce  who 
was  prevented  from  playing  because  of  a bad  thumb  was  umpire.  After  the 
game  we  were  dined  by  Mr.  McCormick  at  the  Club.  The  visit  was  much 
enjoyed  and  made  many  friends  for  the  school. 
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A NEW  PLAN  TO  STOP  DRUNKARDS  FROM  DRINKING. 


We  have  heard  of  this  plan  that  has  been  tried  successfully  in 
Manitoba,  and  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  wonders  why  it  would  not  be  a 
good  thing  to  try  on  the  Indian  who  persists  in  getting  drunk. 

Up  in  Manitoba,  our  informant  tells  us,  when  a man  comes  before  the 
court  two  or  three  times  for  drunkenness,  he  is  sentenced  to  wear  a 
brass  collar. 


This  collar  marks  him  so  that  the  saloon  keeper  will  not  sell  him 
liquor . 

It  is  such  a badge  of  dishonor  that  it  often  cures  the  drunkard  of 
the  drink  habit. 


THE  INDIAN  MIGHT  HAVE  TAUGHT. 


One  of  the  important  lessons  of  the  War  is  that  of  geography. 

When  a white  man  inquired  whether  in  all  probability  the  Cuban 
insurgents  would  cooperate  with  Commodore  Dewey  in  the  capture  of 
Manila,  he  needed  a bright  Indian  student  to  tell  him  where  Manila  is. 

The  other  day  going  north,  the  writer  heard  a white  man  on  the  train 
ask  another: 

"Why  do  they  send  the  soldiers  to  Dewey  by  the  way  of  San  Francisco, 
it  would  be  nearer  by  Key  West,  wouldn't  it?" 

There  was  another  white  man  whom  a Carlisle  Indian  could  have  taught. 


FORCED  TO  WORK,  IS  A GOOD  THING. 


The  following  advice  from  Charles  Kingsley  is  a little  hard  to  carry 
out  sometimes,  but  is  it  not  true? 

Thank  God  every  morning  that  you  have  something  to  do  that  day  which 
must  be  done,  whether  you  like  it  or  not.  Being  forced  to  work  and  to 
do  your  best  will  breed  in  you  a hundred  virtues  which  the  idle  never 
know. 


Number  6. 


Why  does  a storm-stayed  sailor  quite 
Resemble  one  who  has  no  sight? 

One  cannot  GO  TO  SEE  you  know; 

The  other  cannot  SEE  TO  GO. 


APPLIED  HISTORY. 


"All  right!  I'll  be  your  galley  slave,"  called  a printer  to  the 
foreman  when  told  the  other  day  to  wash  the  mailing  galleys  and  put  them 
away. 


THE  BAND  APPRECIATED. 


One  of  the  finest  band  concerts  ever  heard  in  Carlisle  was  that  given 
by  the  Indian  School  Band  Saturday  night  on  the  square.  It  was  heard  by 
3000  people  who  gathered  on  the  square  long  before  the  concert  began. 
Carlisle  appreciates  these  concerts,  and  to  enable  our  citizens  to 
appreciate  them  still  more  a pagoda  or  platform  should  be  erected  so 
that  the  players  would  not  be  smothered,  as  was  the  case  Saturday 
night.  Beside,  the  music  could  be  heard  at  a greater  distance  and  that 
distinctly.  -[Evening  Sentinel. 


SEND  THE  BUTCHER. 


If  the  Americans  are  pigs,  as  the  Spaniards  continually  affirm,  why 
do  they  not  send  their  celebrated  butcher.  General  Weyler,  to  do  them 
up?  says  the  Farm,  Field  and  Fireside. 


TOO  BAD! 


Was  this  the  production  of  an  Indian  printer  boy? 
I met  a girl  of  the  . 

And  gently  pressed  her  hand 
And  I thought  I'd  pop  the  ? 

But  I didn't  have  the  s&. 


AN  UP-SETTING  SIN,  SURE. 


A negro  man  earnestly  prayed  in  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  colored 
people  that  the  Lord  might  "keep  'em  from  upsetting  sins." 

After  he  was  through  another  member  of  the  meeting  said: 

"Brudder,  you  isn't  got  the  hang  of  dat  'ar  word.  It's  not  upsettin' 
sins,  it's  besettin'  sins." 

"Wall,  " said  the  first,  "if  dat's  so,  it  is;  an'  I can't  help  it. 

But  I ws  prayin'  de  Lord  to  keep  us  from  de  sin  ob  'toxication;  an'  if 
dat  ain't  a upsettin'  sin,  den  I donno  what  am." 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  20  letters. 

My  16,  12,  2 we  have  to  breathe  to  live. 

My  4,  3,  1 is  a lazy  way  to  clean  a floor. 

My  10,  11,  17,  18,  7,  13  is  what  some  children  call  their  papa. 

My  14,  5,  9,  15  is  what  every  good  young  man  deserves. 

My  6,  8,  20,  19  is  the  way  muscles  become  with  over  use. 

My  whole  is  what  rejoices  every  heart  at  Carlisle  at  this  writing. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Athletic  field  to  finish. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  For  the  Veterans"  

Date:  Tue,  11  Nov  97  08:05:44  -0600 

From:  "3ohn  Berry"<berryj@okway .okstate.edu> 

Subj : For  the  Veterans 

UUCP  email 

Folks  don't  usually  pay  attention, 
as  everyone  lives  and  works, 
from  day  to  day. 

There's  a small  fraternity, 

of  brothers  and  sisters, 

those  who  have  been  in  harms  way. 

Sometimes, 

it  is  but  a glance, 

or  a nod  in  passing. 

Sometimes, 

in  uniform,  sometimes, 
a patch,  or  perhaps  a pin. 

Sometimes, 

it  is  a look,  or  a stare, 
of  a thousand  yards,  or  so. 

Sometimes, 

it  is  when  talking, 

and  someone  else  comes  by. 

When  no  one, 

says  another  thing, 

until  that  person  passes  by. 

Sometimes, 

it's  sharing  a drink, 
and  sometimes  just  a smoke. 


Sometimes , 

it  is  that  eagle  feather, 
that  you  can't  see  there. 

Sometimes, 

it  is  in  their  stride,  or  horizon  glances, 
on  land,  at  sea,  in  air. 

There  are  warriors  among  us, 
and  if  you  see  them, 
be  thankful,  that  they  are  there. 

Dohn  Berry 
Oklahoma  1996 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  — - 

Date:  Fri,  22  May  98  03:41:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  1-7 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

Dune  was  the  time  when  the  fishermen  got  their  a-ei  nets  in  readiness  for 
catching  the  opelu,  procuring  in  advance  the  sticks  to  use  for  keeping 
its  mouth  open. 

1 

To  walk  between  the  islands  is  a secret  of  the  ancients. 

2 

Summer  rain  is  illuminated  by  the  beauty  of  a rainbow. 

3 

Time  is  little  more  than  a kiss  of  wind  upon  the  land. 

4 

The  lullabies  of  night  creatures  sing  me  to  my  dreams. 

5 

To  the  youthful  heart,  the  whole  world  is  filled  with  wonder. 

6 

The  fragrance  of  summer  blossoms  pervades  my  dreams. 

7 

Waste  nothing  --  use  every  gift  the  land  gives  you. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  indigenous  Folks  at  AIDS  Conference"  

Date:  Wed,  20  May  1998  09:55:34  -0600 
From:  Kent  Lebsock  <ailanm@f lash . net> 

Subj:  Indigenous  Folks  at  Inti  AIDS  Conference 

UUCP  email 

Greetings, 

My  name  is  Kent  Lebsock.  My  Lakota  name  is  Tituwan  Okshila.  I work  for 
the  American  Indian  Law  Alliance  and  with  my  leaders  and  elders  from  Pine 
Ridge,  Rosebud  and  Lower  Brule  on  treaty  issues,  mostly  internationally, 
will  be  attending  the  Xllth  International  AIDS  Conference  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland  in  Dune.  The  Law  Alliance  is  concerned  that  AIDS,  like  small 
pox  and  influenza  in  the  last  century,  has  the  potential  to  devastate  our 


communities  and  we  have  been  working  in  the  areas  of  prevention  and  access 
to  treatment.  We  have  worked  closely  with  the  HIV/AIDS  Project  of  the 
American  Indian  Community  House  and  its  director,  Curtis  Harris,  is  on  our 
board  of  directors. 

Anyway,  I am  wondering  who  the  other  folks  out  there  are  that  will  also  be 
attending  the  AIDS  Conference.  Please  e-mail  may  so  that  we  might  hook  up 
or  talk  either  before  and/or  during  the  conference.  My  e-mail  is 
ailanm@f lash . net . 

Thanks,  Pila  maya  yelo. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  25  May  1998  23:29:53  -0400 
From:  3anet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  19  May  1998  10:19:07  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  arthurmiller50@juno . com  (Arthur  3 Miller) 

Subj:  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES'  WEEKEND-NWLPSN 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

please  post 

INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES'  WEEKEND 

The  next  event  approved  by  a regional  meeting  of  the  NORTHWEST  LEONARD 
PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK  is  the  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES'  WEEKEND,  October 
9th  - 10th.  After  the  successful  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES'  WEEKEND  last 
October  that  the  NWLPSN  helped  organize,  with  a rally  at  the 
U.S. /Canadian  border,  and  upon  the  request  of  a number  of  Native 
activists,  the  NWLPSN  has  decided  to  try  to  help  make  this  into  an 
annual  event  . With  two  days  of  activities  leading  up  to  a coming 
together  at  the  border  of  First  Nations  activists  and  supporters  from 
both  sides  of  the  eurocentic  border  on  October  10th.  This  is  a powerful 
statement  of  unity  and  solidarity  in  our  common  struggles.  By  starting 
the  work  on  this  early  we  hope  to  include  more  people,  groups  and 
organizations  this  time. 

Like  all  the  work  we  do,  we  must  raise  money  to  organize  this  event. 

We  are  asking  for  donations  and  that  any  group  that  can  put  together  a 
benefit  for  this  please  do.  Please  send  donations  to:  NWLPSN,  5201 
Capital  Blvd,  Ste  119,  Olympia,  WA  98501. 

People,  groups  and  organizations  that  would  like  to  help  in  the 
organizing  of  this,  or  groups  and  organizations  that  would  like  to 
co-sponsor  this  event,  or  those  that  wish  up-dates  on  the  event,  please 
write  to:  NWLPSN,  P.O.  Box  5464,  Tacoma,  WA  98415-0464,  or  e-mail, 
arthurmiller50@juno.com . 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER!  FREE  WOLVERINE  AND  0.3. ! DEFEAT  SEN.  SLADE  GORTON 
AND  OTHER  RIGHT  WING  RACISTS!  SUPPORT  THE  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES'  ZAPATISTA 
MOVEMENT!  SUPPORT  FIRST  NATION'  S SOVEREIGNTY,  LAND  AND  TREATY  RIGHTS! 
SUPPORT  SELF-DETERMINATION  FOR  ALL  COMMUNITIES  AND  WORKING  PEOPLE!  DEFEAT 
1-200!  STAND  UP  TO  THE  GLOBAL  CONQUEST  BY  MULTI-NATIONAL  CORPORATIONS  AND 
THEIR  TRADE  AGREEMENTS!  AND  HONOR  MOTHER  EARTH! 

In  Unity  and  Solidarity 
Arthur  3R.  Miller 


Date:  Wed,  5 May  1998  23:38:02  -0400 
From:  3anet  Smith  <jans@atlcom. net> 
Subj : Keystone  Concert 
UUCP  email 


Enjoy  "Spirit  of  the  Black  Hills,"  a Native  American  musical  celebration. 


at  the  Keystone  Community  Center,  Keystone  S.D.,  in  the  heart  of  the  Black 
Hills,  Saturday  Aug  1 and  Saturday  Aug  8th.  Performers  include  contemporary 
and  traditional  Native  music--Lakota  Traditional  musicians,  drums.  Spirit 
Dancer,  Stonefeather  and  many  others. 

The  "Spirit  of  the  Black  Hills"  celebration  will  be  begin  at  7PM. 

Tickets  are  $25  per  adult  couple  at  the  door,  or  $20  in  advance  with  10% 
senior  discounts.  Children  12  and  over,  $6.  Children  6-12  $5. 

Children  under  6 free. 

Call  888-874-8030  for  advance  tickets.  Reservations  strongly  suggested. 


>From  News  From  Indian  Country: 

Dune  5-6,  30th  Alabama  Coushatta,  Livingston,  TX 
800-444-3507  or  409  563-4391 

Dune  6-7,  19th  Otsiningo  Pow-Wow,  Binghamton,  NY 
607  729-0016 

Dune  6-7,  2nd  Maui,  Wailuku,  HI 
800  832-0933 

Dune  11-14,  Red  Earth,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
405-427-5228 

Dune  12-14,  4th  Spirits,  Doslin,  IL 
309-944-3901  or  309  658-2284 

Dune  12-14,  4th  NAABC,  Horsham,  PA 
215-773-9120 

Dune  12-13,  Occaneechi  Saponi  Spring  Pow  Wow,  Hillsborough,  NC 
919  732-8512 

Dune  12-14,  32nd  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club,  Marshville,  MO 
417-759-2782  or  417  256-4698 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Buffalo  Nations,  Richard  C.  Eckert,  Dustanoldman,  Peoples'  Global  Action, 
Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  Arthur  D Miller,  Larry  Innes,  Moonlight, 

Danet  Smith,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Dohn  Berry, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Save  Ward  Valley,  Rosalie  Little  Thunder, 
Barbara  Russell,  NAMMYS  <NAMMYS@aol . com>  via  Dan  Smoke,  Aura  Kanegis, 

Dohn  Shafer,  Tony  Cohen,  Kent  Lebsock 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Dun  2 23:12:06  1998 
Date:  Tue,  2 Dun  1998  19:39:32  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.023 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw  & Nat-Film  Lists;  UUCP  email; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  Accion  Zapatista  de  Austin; 
NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


I have  seen  two  generations  of  my  people  dies..." 

I am  old  now  and  must  dies  soon..." 

Why  will  you  take  by  force  what  you  may  have  quietly  by  love?  Why 
will  you  destroy  us  who  supply  you  with  food?  What  can  you  get  by  war? 
We  can  hide  our  provisions  and  run  into  the  woods;  then  you  will  starve 
for  wrongdoing  your  friends.  Why  are  you  jealous  of  us?" 

_ Chief  Wahunsonacock  (Powhatan) , Powhatan  Confederacy 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I have  again  received  some  email  asking  me  why  I include  articles  about 
situations  in  Canada  and  Mexico,  or  why  I don't  have  a special,  separate 
"international"  section.  This  type  of  question  _NEVER_  ceases  to  amaze  me 

Once  again,  the  borders  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  United 
States  and  Mexico,  Columbia  and  Mexico  are  arbitrary,  capricious  zones  of 
control  defined  by  the  invaders  of  Turtle  Island.  They  have  absolutely 
nothing  to  do  with  the  original  occupants  other  than  determine  what  group 
of  Occupation  Forces  is  the  "primary"  controlling  unit. 

You  can  absolutely  believe  what  happens  to  Cree  in  Canada,  Huichol  in 
Mexico,  Dine'  in  the  United  States  will  eventually  have  some  effect  on  all 
other  People  of  the  First  Nations,  and  often  profoundly. 

The  newsletter  is  "News  of  the  People",  not  _some_  people,  these  people, 
those  people  or  select  people.  The  one  specifier  I insist  on  is  that  the 
People  written  about  or  effected  be  indigenous  to  Turtle  Island.  ALL  of 
TURTLE  ISLAND. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 
Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

6.1.1975  Kenneth  Little  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 
Investigation  still  "pending." 

6.4.1976  Kevin  Hill  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by  "party  or 
parties  unknown." 

Investigation  "still  open." 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Excuse  Me  Mr  President 

- Leonard  Needs  Help 

- Peltier's  Health 

- Peltier  Medical  Exclusive 

- Update  on  Ward  Valley 

- Justice  for  the  Iroquois? 

- Bear  Lincoln  DA  Reelection 

- Crow  Coal 

- HIV  & Diabetes  Soaring 

- Texas  Archaeological  Site  Alert 

- Work-To-Welfare ' 

On  Horizon  For  Indian  Tribes 

- Trust  Fund  Trial 

- NDP  Sabotage  Own  Treaty  Process 

- BC  Treaty  Bailout 


BCTC,  Delgamuukw  and 

What's  Ticking 

4,000,000  Voices  for  Chiapas 

A Slow,  Simmering  War 

Prisoners  of  Chiapas 

Native  American  Spirituality 

and  Prisons 

Native  Prisoner 

The  Pawnee  People 

Role  of  the  Female  Elder 

Respect 

A Hundred  Years  Ago 
Poem:  Indian  Giver 
Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
Conferences  and  Powwows 


RE:  Excuse  Me  Mr  President 


Date:  Tue,  26  May  1998  11:40:21  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Excuse  me  Mr  President...? 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
d'laan'te' . . . An  item  of  interest... 

The  average  span  of  time  between  a request  for  Executive  Clemency  and  the 
decision  by  the  President,  based  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Clemency 
Board/Committee  at  the  US  Department  of  Dust-Us,  is  approximately  3 
months.  (Some,  such  as  Ollie  North,  even  have  clemency  granted  before  they 
are  sentenced).  The  request  for  Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier  has 
been  "under  review"  for  over  three  YEARS...,  and  counting. 

This  is  what  Governor  Clinton  said  back  in  '92,  when  the  votes  were 
important.  Now  I know  Willy  has  a lot  on  his  mind  these  days,  but  maybe  we 
could  tap  him  on  the  shoulder  and  remind  him  of  his  words,  as  passed 
through  his  Deputy  Director  of  his  Campaign  Committee  back  then,  in  this 
letter  to  some  supporters  of  Leonard.  Especially  the  second  paragraph  of 
this  letter. 


Here's  where  to  contact  the  President  with  your  reminder  of  his  word... 

President  Bill  Clinton 

The  White  House 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave 

Washington  DC  20500 

202-456-1111 

(fax)  202-456-2461 


e-mail:  president@whitehouse.gov 

(Remember  that  if  you  phone,  push  0 once  you  get  through  to  avoid 
automated  survey,  & then  ask  for  Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier). 

(I  regret  that  I have  to  delete  the  names  of  the  folks  to  whom  the 
original  letter  was  addressed,  because  I have  not  asked  for  their 
permission  to  post  their  names  on  the  internet.  I do,  however,  have  a copy 
of  the  letter  here  in  front  of  me.)... 

FROM: 

Clinton/Gore  '92  Campaign 
National  campaign  Headquarters 
PO  Box  615 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas  72203 

October  30,  1992 
To:  (deleted) 
xxxx  Davisville  Road 
Warminster,  PA  18974 

Dear  Mr.  and  Ms.  (deleted): 

Thank  you  for  writing  to  express  your  concerns  over  the  trial  and 
imprisonment  of  Leonard  Peltier.  I trust  you  will  understand  that  in  these 
final  days  of  the  campaign,  it  is  not  possible  for  Governor  Clinton  to 
respond  personally  to  your  letter.  He  has  asked  me  to  respond  for  him. 

Please  be  sure  that  if  Governor  Clinton  is  elected  and  Mr.  Peltier's  case 
comes  before  him  for  consideration,  he  will  give  the  case  a fair  and 
impartial  review. 

I appreciate  your  taking  the  time  to  let  Governor  Clinton  know  how  you 
feel.  He  and  A1  Gore  are  doing  everything  they  can  to  carry  their  message 
to  all  Americans.  Your  support  is  urgently  needed  and  deeply  appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

(signed) 

Pat  Morgan 

Deputy  Director 

Washington  Operations  Office 

masi:cho...  (and  call  the  Whitehouse  NOW!!!) 

- "RE:  Leonard  Needs  Help"  

Date:  Sat,  30  May  1998  16:49:26  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : LEONARD  NEEDS  HELP!!! 

UUCP  email 

(Note:  If  you  are  forwarding  this  on  to  more  people,  which  I hope  all  of  you 
are,  please  leave  the  Freedom/LPSG  Net  Group  address  attached.  That  way, 
people  know  where  the  information  originated,  which  can  be  important  - we 
know  who  said  what  - and  also,  people  may  be  interested  in  becoming  a part 
of  the  LPSG/NET  group,  and  be  able  to  help  Leonard,  through  getting  support 
information,  etc.  Thank  you!) 

Hello  to  all:  Steve  Robideau  called  this  morning,  from  the  LPDC.  When 
Bobby  talked  to  Leonard  last  night  on  the  phone,  Leonard  was  in  pain  - a 
lot_  of  pain... and  kept  saying  that  he  was.  Leonard  has  never  complained 
about  anything  like  this  before,  even  through  his  surgeries,  etc.  We 
really  need  to  get  on  to  the  people  at  the  Bureau  of  Prisons,  to  make  sure 
Leonard's  _proper_  medical  records  are  there  at  the  prison  and  accessible, 
and  to  get  him  decent  medical  care.  Not  to  mention,  to  free  him!!!  I 
will  get  more  information  from  the  LPDC,  and/or  off  the  LPDC  web  page, 
which  they  are  in  the  process  of  writing  there  at  the  LPDC,  as  I write 
this.  (I  have  just  checked,  and  it's  not  up  at  the  time  of  this  writing... 


they  are  updating,  so  it  takes  a bit  of  time...)  Until  then,  I am 
resending  the  addresses,  and  I urge  you  to  please  contact  the  BOP,  and 
Warden  Page  True  at  Leavenworth,  and  demand  that  Leonard  get  proper 
medical  care,  and  some  pain  management/relief.  (The  addresses,  phone  #'s, 
etc  . , are  below. ) 

This  man  has  spent  all  these  years  in  prison.  He  suffers  enough  every 
day  just  by  being  in  there.  To  leave  him  in  pain,  without  proper  medical 
treatment  is  inhumane  and  barbaric.  They  need  to  know  that  we  are  out 
here  in  great  numbers,  and  that  we  will  not  tolerate  shabby,  inadequate 
medical  treatment;  nor  will  we  tolerate  Leonard's  complaints  being 
ignored ! ! ! 

Also,  please  plan  on  being  at  the  rally  on  Dune  27th,  in  Washington. 
Steve  says  that  one  of  the  main  things  we  want  to  do  that  day  is  discuss 
strategies,  and  where  we  are  going  to  go  with  all  this,  from  here. 

Leonard  has  personally  requested  that  as  many  people  be  there  as  possible. 
The  truth  of  the  matter,  as  I see  it  - and  this  part  comes  from  me,  not 
the  LPDC,  or  anyone  else  - is  that  people  being  out  there  in  numbers  not 
only  helps  him,  as  far  as  activism  on  his  case  goes,  but  it  shows  him  we 
are  out  here  - AND  WE  HAVE  NOT  AND  WILL  NOT  GIVE  UP,  until  he  is  free.  He 
has  a right  to  his  life.  He  is  suffering,  and  it  is  wrong. 

I'll  update  you  as  all  this  moves  along.  For  those  of  you  who  have  web 
access,  the  LPDC  home  page  is  at 
http://members.xoom . com/f reepeltier /index. ht ml 
Please  take  action! 

Thank  you... (see  addresses  below...) 

Freedom  Heart 
+++++ 

These  are  addresses  that  I hope  y'all  will  find  helpful.  (Please  note 
that  the  phone  # for  the  LPDC  has  changed.)  Also  you  can  write  directly 
to  Leonard,  for  those  of  you  who'd  like  to  do  that.  You  can  send  letters, 
cards,  soft  covered  books,  and/or  postal  money  orders  to  him  at: 

Leonard  Peltier 
#89637-132 
PO  Box  1000 
Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

+++  Other  addresses,  etc. 

>The  Warden  at  Leavenworth: 

>Warden  Page  True 
>Leavenworth  Prison 
>913-682-8700 
+++ 

U.S.  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd.  #420 
Chevy  Chase,  MD  20815 
FAX:  301-492-6694 
+++ 

President  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington,  DC  20500 
Comment  line:  202-456-1111 
(F)  202-456-2461 
Email:  President@Whitehouse.gov 
+++ 

>The  Bureau  of  Prisons 
>Holc  Building 
>320  First  Street  NW 
Washington,  DC  20534 
>Phone  #:  202-724-3083 

>Fax.  #:  202-514-6867 

(Updated  phone  number  may  be:  913-621-3939  Kansas  Regional  Office) 

+++ 

>Kathleen  Hawk  at  the 
>Bureau  of  Prisons  (BOP) 


>202-514-2000 


AND: 

>Attorney  General  lanet  Reno 
>202-514-4371 
+++ 

LPDC 

P.0.  Box  583 

Lawrence,  Kansas  66044 

785-583-5774. 

Email:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Web  Page:  http://members.xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html 
+++ 

Whitehouse  email  correspondence  list: 

President@whitehouse.gov 
Vice.President@whitehouse.gov 
First . Lady@whitehouse.gov 
autoresponder@whitehouse .gov 
publications@whitehouse.gov 
+++ 

f reedom@prairienet . org 

Freedom  LPSG 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

"to  the  people  who  struggle  for  their  freedom, 
i embrace  you  and  send  you  my  love  and  strength." 

--Leonard  Peltier  / POW  -- 

"RE : Peltier's  Flealth"  

Date:  Sat,  30  May  98  06:17:10  PDT 
From:  LPDC 

Sub j : Peltier's  health 
UUCP  email 

URGENT!  URGENT!  URGENT! 

LEONARD  PELTIER  SUFFERING  FROM  EXCRUCIATING  PAIN 

Tonight  we  received  an  alarming  call  from  Leonard  . I have  known 
Leonard  since  his  capture  from  Lompoc  when  the  FBI  and  prison 
administration  sent  Robert  Standing  Deer  to  kill  him.  I then  met  up 
with  him  in  Marion  Federal  Prison  where  he  was  tortured.  I know 
people  don't  talk  much  about  the  hell  Leonard  has  been  enduring 
for  the  past  22  years.  Leonard  never  whispered  a breath  of  pain 
and  just  endured  as  a good  warrior. 

But,  tonight  he  broke  and  expressed  the  pain  and  the  suffering  he 
has  been  living  with  because  of  the  malicious  medical  treatment 
he  received  in  Springfield  Federal  Medical  Center  in  Missouri. 

Leonard  cannot  chew  or  move  his  jaw.  Fie  cannot  eat  a decent 

meal.  The  pain  makes  him  dizzy.  Fie  said,  that  it  fells  like  there  is 

something  in  his  jaw  and  that  the  pain  is  killing  him.  "I'm  in  pain, 

I'm  in  pain,  I'm  In  pain"  he  kept  saying.  "Man,  I ain't  joking  brother, 
this  is  really  killing  me". 

I sat  and  looked  at  Steve  Robideau,  Gina  and  Ronica  and  we  all 
looked  stunned.  This  is  very  serious  folks,  Leonard  needs  to  get 
out  for  proper  medical  treatment. 

Leonard  needs  to  see  a qualified  physician  from  outside  of  the 
prison  system.  While  there  are  plenty  of  good  doctors,  (the  Mayo 
clinic  has  agreed  to  provide  their  services)  willing  to  see  Leonard, 
the  federal  bureau  of  prisons  are  not  allowing  him  to  see  any  of 
them  even  though  it  is  his  legal  right  to  do  so.  Now  what  we  need 
is  a qualified  lawyer  who  practices  in  Kansas  to  file  a lawsuit 
against  Leavenworth  and  ensure  that  Leonard  is  able  to  see  an 
outside  doctor.  What  we  do  not  want  is  for  Leonard  to  be 
transferred  to  Springfield  where  they  have  already  came  very 


close  to  killing  him.  We  are  also  concerned  with  the  amount  of 
radiation  that  Leonard  was  receiving  in  the  jaw  area  while  he  was 
there.  It  has  been  noted  by  an  independent  physician  that  type 
of  radiation  is  not  normally  used  for  correcting  Leonard's  problem. 

If  people  write  to  the  prison  concerning  Leonard's  health,  be  very 
clear  in  asking  that  Leonard  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  Mayo  clinic 
and  to  express  their  serious  concerns  with  him  being  sent  to 
Springfield . 

Bobby/LPDC 

Write  letters  to  demand  FREEDOM  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER 
NOW! 

Clemency: 

US  Pardon  Attorney 
Roger  C Adams 

500  First  Street  N.W.  Suite  400 
Ref: Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132 
Washington  D.C.  20530 
(202)  616-6070 

President  Bill  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Washington  DC  20500 
202-456-1111 

Senate  Hearings: 

US  Senator  Orin  Hatch,  Chairmen  ludicial  Committee 
SD-224  1st  and  C Sts.,  NE 
Washington  DC  20510 

US  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell 
Chairman,  Select  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
SH-838  1st  and  C Sts.,  NE 
Washington  DC  20510 

Letters  for  Leonard : (money  can  be  sent  to  Leonard  in  the  form 
of  US  Postal  money  orders.  He  must  buy  his  own  phone  cards 
and  his  communication  with  the  outside  has  proven  to  be  life 
saving.  He  can  also  receive  photos  if  they  are  not  Polaroid.) 

Leonard  Peltier 
#89637-132 
PO  Box  1000 
Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Peltier  Medical  Exclusive"  

Date:  31  May  1998  19:11:38  GMT 
From:  lpcfound@aol.com  (LPCFound) 

Sub j : PELTIER  MEDICAL  "EXCLUSIVE" 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

URGENT: 

This  letter  is  to  deliberate  on  some  express  issues.  This  is  concerning 
the  safety  and  well  being  of  Leonard  Peltier  and  his  health  matters.  I 
speak  for  myself  and  for  that  of  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe,  and  with 
Robert's  consent  and  approval.  We  are  prepared  to  assist  Leonard  in 
receiving  the  care  that  he  so  desperately  needs  and  deserves.  I am  asking 
all  of  you  to  save  a copy  of  this  letter  for  future  reference.  This 
information  must  be  acknowledged. 

We  received  notice  concerning  Leonard's  pain  and  suffering.  Let  me  begi 
with  the  fact  that  I,  Shannon  M.  Collins,  would  testify  to  what  I have 
witnessed  in  Leonard's  compounding  physical  and  emotional  being.  Robert  A 
Pictou-Branscombe  can  and  is  prepared  to  do  the  same.  We  are  qualified  to 
take  noticeable  action  at  this  time.  Give  some  attention  to  these  facts 


noted  below. 

With  the  guidance  and  support  of  Leonard's  Civil  Rights  Attorney,  dim 
Leonard,  Robert  and  I want  Leonard  to  proceed  with  actions  to  be  moved  to 
the  Rochester,  Minnesota  Federal  Prison.  From  here,  Leonard  Peltier  is  in 
a position  to  remain  in  contact  with  the  Mayo  Clinic  Doctor,  Eugene  Keller. 
If  Dim  Leonard  is  in  any  conflict  of  interest  to  successfully  accomplish 
this,  then  a local  and  reputable  Kansas  attorney  must  be  obtained.  If  this 
is  not  going  to  proceed  immediately,  I intend  to  find  out  why.  In  any 
event,  I will  assist.  And  this  is  why 

Nearly  two  years  ago,  my  Mother  instigated  the  research  and  obtained  the 
services  of  Dr.  Eugene  Keller.  She  would  not  "settle".  His  documented 
background  perceives  him  as  the  number  one  Maxilla  Facial  Oral  Surgeon  "IN 
THE  WORLD".  It  took  Dolores  Collins  six  months,  beyond  her  control,  to  get 
the  Leavenworth  Prison  to  release  Leonard's  Medical  records.  This  period 
of  time  was  critical  to  Leonard's  healing  process  after  surgery  at  the 
Springfield,  Missouri  Medical  Center. 

The  Doctor  (Name  withheld)  had  performed  a surgical  procedure  on 
Leonard's  jaw  which  created  a serious  complication  that  still  has  yet  to 
be  rectified.  Leonard  is  in  enormous  pain  and  cannot  even  eat  food 
properly.  It  is  an  abomination  and  a disgrace  for  this  to  be  left 
unattended.  I simply  will  not  idly  stand  by  and  tolerate  this  any  longer. 

No  matter  who's  at  fault  in  this  delay,  I know  for  a fact  that  the 
procedures  in  this  letter  can  get  Leonard  moved  to  the  Rochester, 

Minnesota  Federal  Prison.  Hence,  the  availability  to  the  Mayo  Clinic  and 
Dr.  Keller's  care.  I have  done  my  homework  and  I've  witnessed  this  from 
the  start.  I will  not  be  silent  any  longer.  Period!  I have  to  do  this. 
Please  read  on. 

Dolores'  compiled  work  consisted  of  nearly  500-600  letters  to  Congress, 
Senators,  and  the  US  President.  At  one  point  she  went  directly  to  South 
Dakota  Senator,  Tom  Daschle's  office  "everyday"  until  the  Senator 
acknowledged  the  seriousness  of  Leonard's  medical  problems.  The  Senator 
both  called  and  wrote  directly  to  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prison's  in 
Washington,  D.C.  and  the  Leavenworth  Prison.  They  finally,  but  not 
immediately,  sent  Leonard's  medical  records  directly  to  Dolores.  Oh, 
there ' s more. . . 

She  immediately  made  a copy  and  sent  the  original  copy  to  Dr.  Keller  for 
examination.  My  Mother  ultimately  turned  over  the  other  copy,  along  with 
her  letters,  to  those  who  would  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Leonard  Peltier's 
Civil  Right's  Attorney.  She  was  asked  to  do  this  and  she  complied.  This 
was  over  a year  and  a half  ago  because  she  is  a legal  assistant,  not  an 
attorney.  She  took  it  as  far  as  she  could  go.  She  researched  and  obtained 
this  doctor  for  Leonard  and,  by  God,  she  did  a damn  good  job  of  it!!  But, 
most  of  all... where  in  the  hell  is  her  work???  What's  being  done  with 
it???  I want  to  know!!! 

Yesterday  morning,  Dolores  Collins  expressed  some  very  pertinent 
information  about  her  past  research.  She  said  that  Dr.  Keller  not  only 
accepted  Leonard  as  a patient,  but  that  this  procedure  should  take  place 
immediately.  Leonard  could  suffer  further  damage  and  repercussions.  (And, 
now  he  is).  She  was  told  by  Dr.  Keller's  personal  assistant,  during  her 
research  period,  that  prison  inmates  from  Rochester  Prison  come  into  the 
Mayo  Clinic  everyday  for  treatment.  Leonard  must  accept  and  initiate  the 
desire  to  go  to  the  Mayo  Clinic.  He  has  already  been  accepted  as  a patient 
by  Dr.  Keller.  I'll  stop  on  that  subject  for  now. 

With  this  in  mind,  do  not  omit  the  fact  that  Dim  Leonard  did  attend 
Leonard  Peltier's  recent  Parole  Hearing.  I absolutely  will  not  attempt  to 
quote  him  or  speak  for  him.  I am  simply  going  to  mention  a point.  On 
account  of  our  presence  at  the  Washington  Law  Forum,  I learned  something 
straight  from  the  Panel.  And,  when  Dim  Leonard  spoke  I believe  that  he 
brought  reasonable  facts  to  the  table  at  that  Parole  Hearing,  regarding 
Leonard's  health.  Although  I offer  my  full  support,  I have  some  concerns 
and  some  doubts  and  I am  voicing  them.  I simply  must.  Leonard  CAN  receive 
treatment  soon. 

Also,  I have  a few  photographs  that  I had  taken  with  Leonard  and  my 
Mother  at  Leavenworth  Prison.  This  was  some  months  down  the  road  after  his 
surgery  in  Springfield.  His  face  was  still  swollen  and  he  would  not  smile. 


I will  not  relinquish  these  photos  until  I receive  appropriate  legal 
counsel.  I want  Leonard  Peltier  to  know  that  I am  taking  responsibility  to 
get  him  moved  for  the  care  that  he  needs. 

Speaking  for  myself,  I am  sick  and  tired  of  helping  other  (well- 
intended)  persons  take  over  my/our  good  work.  Such  is  the  case  right  now, 
sometimes  people's  good  intentions  get  in  the  way  of  progress.  If  our  work 
is  being  put  to  the  test  as  much  as  our  original  effort,  then  something 
good  should  be  happening.  Contrary  to  Robert's  opinion,  I do  believe  that 
the  Leavenworth  Prison  will  do  the  right  thing  and  cooperate.  Robert,  of 
course,  is  very  sensitive  to  these  issues  right  now  and  with  good  reason. 
However,  it  is  important  to  give  them  this  renewed  opportunity.  But,  it 
must  be  done  now. 

In  other  words,  we  have  a lot  more  to  say  about  Leonard's  health  and 
well-being  and  Robert  and  I have  something  more  to  contribute.  Here  is  a 
direct  message  from  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe. . . . 

QUOTE : 

I will  take  personal  responsibility  to  make  every  possible  observation 
in  seeing  to  Leonard's  safety.  I want  everyone  to  know  this,  and  I mean 
"everyone".  Some  of  us  know  why  I have  an  interest  in  being  "On  Point". 

This  man  has  been  subjected  to  hostile  treatment.  If  this  is  not  rectified 
soon  and  if  Leonard's  life  is  further  endangered  due  to  the  seriousness  of 
his  health  issues,  I personally  see  the  Bureau  of  Federal  Prison's 
instigating  a slow  death.  I take  this  VERY  personal.  Who  else  is  slowing 
this  down?? 

Leonard  Peltier  is  suffering.  'So,  my  biggest  question  and  concern  is 
why  is  it  taking  so  long  to  make  a decision  to  get  him  the  proper  care?' 

My  suggestion  is  to  follow  normal  procedures  and  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  get  Leonard  moved  to  Rochester  Prison.  Our  understanding  is 
that  he  does  not  get  released  directly  to  the  Clinic.  It  will  take  time  in 
that  process,  alone.  Let's  not  waste  anymore  time.  As  a Former  Marine, 
Leonard  has  my  full  support  and  that  of  my  family  and  other  Veterans.  I 
can  help  and  I will  help  with  distinction  and  with  protocol.  Leonard  needs 
to  submit  his  request  to  his  case  manager  and  send  a copy  of  it  TO  ME!!! 

Whoever  is  in  possession  of  Dolores  Collins  research  work,  please 
contact  me  immediately!!  Don't  assume  that  Dim  Leonard/Dr.  Keller  have 
everything  they  need.  I'm  requesting  this  with  good  reason  and  for  the 
well  being  of  Leonard  Peltier,  and  it  is  critical.  If  you  have  a 'copy'  or 
any  'originals'  of  Dolores'  work,  get  it  to  me.  Enough  said.  Let's  just 
get  this  started  NOW!  Here  is  my  contact  information,  bbmicmac@sedona.net 
520-567-7229  (collect  calls  on  this  matter  accepted).  Mailing  address  is 
P.  0.  Box  681,  Rimrock,  Arizona  86335. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Robert  and  I plan  to  go  to  Rochester,  Minnesota  throughout  the  process  of 
Leonard's  surgery.  We  want  to  be  present  to  show  our  awareness,  protection, 
guidance  and  support.  We  will  verify  the  conditions  and  visitation 
procedures.  I emphasize  "DO  NOT"  create  a problem  for  Leonard.  And.. "DO 
NOT"  call  Dr.  Keller.  Leave  this  alone. 

Give  the  Leavenworth  Prison  an  opportunity  to  review  Leonard's  request. 

It  is  fair  to  say  that  Leonard  once  denied  going  to  the  Mayo  Clinic.  But, 

I emphatically  add  that  this  was  for  concern  of  safety  matters.  It  was  not 
because  he  did  not  want  or  need  treatment.  People  that  may  have  surrounded 
his  initial  request  for  health  care  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  raised  some 
eyebrows.  NOT  this  time!!!  Let's  move!!! 

This  information  and  letter  was  discussed  with  Bobby  Castillo.  He 
offered  excellent  advice  and  we  are  taking  every  precaution  to  protect  and 
assist  Leonard. To  every  interested  person  (that  includes  some  variances 
and  that's  ok),  you  have  our  direct  permission  to  print,  publish  and  post 
this  anywhere  you  deem  appropriate,  as  written.  And,  make  sure  everyone 
keeps  their  opinions  at  bay.  Rumors  ostracize  people.  Keep  Leonard  at  the 
top  of  your  conscience  because  we  are  attempting  to  do  what  seems  to  be 
the  impossible.  It  doesn't  have  to  be  this  way. 

With  its  completion,  this  has  been  fully  acknowledged  by  Robert  A. 
Pictou-Branscombe  before  posting,  and  I am  also  forwarding  a copy  of  it 
to  him  as  I post  it  today.  I will  also  forward  a copy  of  this  to  Bobby 
Castillo.  I have  the  complete  residential  and  business  contact  information 


of  Dr.  Keller.  I want  you,  Bobby,  to  have  a copy  of  this.  Once  again  "No 
One"  should  contact  Dr.  Keller.  Let  him  do  the  job  for  which  he  is 
renowned.  We  are  fortunate  to  have  his  professionalism. 

NOTE:  (So  that  there  are  no  misunderstandings)  I am  representing  this 
issue  in  non-association  with  the  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable  Foundation.  I 
simply  have  authored  this  on  my  own  recognizance  with  the  email  address 
that  I have  access  to  at  this  time.  This  is  a personal  and  professional 
matter  for  which  I extend  my  full  support.  This  is  all  I will  post  at  this 
time.  Thank  you. 

In  Struggle,  In  Friendship,  In  Care... 

Shannon  M.  Collins  / Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 
http : //members . aol . com/1 pcfound/homepage . html 

"RE : Update  on  Ward  Valley"  

Date:  Fri,  29  May  1998  14:18:54  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : FLASH!  UPDATE  ON  WARD  VALLEY 

UUCP  email 

UPDATE  ON  WARD  VALLEY 
May  29,  1998 

The  nuclear  industry  wants  to  dump  long-lasting  and  highly  radioactive 
wastes  from  nuclear  power  plants  at  Ward  Valley  near  Needles,  CA  in 
unlined  dirt  trenches  above  an  aquifer  near  the  Colorado  River.  The 
Department  of  Interior  on  Friday,  Danuary  16,  1998,  announced  the  issuance 
of  permits  to  the  CA  Department  of  Health  Services  and  federal  officials 
for  drilling  and  tritium  tests  at  Ward  Valley.  The  testing  would 
desecrate  at  least  1 acres  of  land  which  is  sacred  to  the  Indian  Nations 
of  the  Colorado  River  area  who  have  lived  in  this  area  since  time 
immemorial.  A nonviolent  occupation  led  by  the  Colorado  River  Native 
Nations  Alliance  is  continuing  at  Ward  Valley  to  protect  this  sacred  land 
from  further  desecration  and  to  stop  the  proposed  radioactive  waste  dump. 

It  has  been  107  days  since  Silyaye  Aheace  (Ward  Valley)  was  placed  under 
the  protection  of  those  to  whom  this  valley  is  held  sacred:  The  Fort 
Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Cocopah,  Quechan,  and  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes. 
With  the  help  of  environmental  activists  these  five  tribes,  known  as  the 
Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  (CRNNA),  have  established  a village 
in  the  Mojave  Desert  located  22  miles  west  of  Needles,  CA.  The 

occupation  of  this  land  is  a clear  message  to  Gov.  Pete  Wilson,  CA  Dept, 

of  Health  Services  (DHS),  the  nuclear  industry,  and  the  federal  government 
that  no  further  desecration  will  be  allowed  here  and  there  will  be  no 
radioactive  waste  dump  here,  EVER! 

The  occupation  of  Ward  Valley  has  definitely  caught  the  attention  of 
people  all  over  the  world.  This  is  an  issue  of  sovereignty,  environmental 
justice,  sacred  sites,  religious  freedom,  and  the  protection  of  Mother 
Earth.  It  is  also  an  issue  of  contamination  of  the  Colorado  River  and 

the  future  of  an  already  threatened  species,  the  desert  tortoise.  The 

future  of  millions  of  people  and  of  the  very  planet  itself  will  be 
affected  by  what  happens  here;  and  the  world  is  watching. 

On  Dune  17,  1998  a very  important  hearing  will  take  place  in  Washington, 
DC.  in  US  District  Court.  The  court  will  hear  a motion  to  dismiss  the 
lawsuit  filed  by  CA  Department  of  Health  Services  against  the  US 
Department  of  Interior  asking  the  court  to  transfer  the  land  at  Ward 
Valley  into  the  hands  of  the  State  of  California.  The  finding  of  the 
court  could  have  a tremendous  affect  on  the  proposed  radioactive  waste 
dump  at  Ward  Valley.  This  could  be  the  victory  we  have  been  waiting  for! 

Since  the  occupation  began,  February  12,  1998,  many  developments  have 
taken  place.  Here  are  some  of  the  highlights: 

* After  years  of  the  CRNNA  demanding  nation-to-nation  consultation  with 
the  U.S.  Government,  the  Department  of  Interior  (DOI)  has  finally  begun 
serious  negotiations.  Although  the  tribes  have  not  been  granted  their 
request  of  meetings  with  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt  or  President 
Clinton,  they  have  been  meeting  with  Secretary  of  Indian  Affairs,  Kevin 


Gover.  There  have  been  offers  and  counter-offers  but  no  agreements  have 
been  solidified  at  this  point.  On  one  point  the  5 Tribes  of  the  Lower 
Colorado  River  have  themselves  perfectly  clear,  "The  occupation  will  stay 
in  place  until  we  are  assured  that  no  further  desecration  will  be  done  to 
this  land  which  is  sacred  to  us!" 

* Democratic  leaders  of  the  California  Legislature  have  issued  a report 
which  questions  the  legality  of  a land  transfer  of  Ward  Valley  into  the 
hands  of  CA  DHS.  State  Senate  President  Pro  Tern  Dohn  Burton  (D-San 
Francisco),  Assembly  Speaker  Antonio  Villaraigosa  (D-Los  Angeles)  and 
Speaker  Pro  Tern  Sheila  Kuehl  (D-Santa  Monica)  have  raised  serious 
questions  regarding  the  land  transfer,  a $500,000  "gift"  from  U.S.  Ecology 
to  pay  for  the  land,  and  apparent  attempts  by  Gov.  Pete  Wilson  and  CA  DHS 
to  circumvent  legislative  process. 

* Largely  because  of  the  aforementioned  report  the  federal  government 
has  asked  a court  to  dismiss  a lawsuit  that  DHS  and  US  Ecology  filed 
against  DOI  in  Danuary,  1997.  The  lawsuit  asks  for  the  immediate  transfer 
of  Ward  Valley  from  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  to  the  State  of 
California.  The  court  will  hear  the  motion  to  dismiss  the  lawsuit  on  Dune 
17,  1998. 

* On  Dune  16  a traditional  ceremonial  gathering  will  take  place  at  Ward 
Valley  to  send  prayers  to  Washington,  D.C.  Everyone,  Native  and  non- 
Native  alike  are  invited  and  encouraged  to  join  in  this  very  important 
event.  Elders,  spiritual  leaders,  singers  and  dancers,  and  tribal  members 
are  needed  to  make  this  ceremony  one  that  will  send  many  powerful  prayers 
to  Washington,  D.C.  and  into  the  heart  of  the  judge  hearing  the  case 
before  him. 

Things  are  looking  a little  better  now  but  the  fight  is  far  from  over. 
There  are  still  those,  like  Senator  Murkowski  of  Alaska,  who  are  pushing 
for  the  construction  a radioactive  waste  dump  in  Ward  Valley. 

Corporations  like  PG&E  and  Southern  CA  Edison  would  love  to  continue  to 
pawn  off  responsibility  for  the  waste  generated  by  their  nuclear  power 
plants  to  the  public. 

For  more  detailed  information  and  to  find  out  how  you  can  help  contact 
Save  Ward  Valley,  107  F Street,  Needles,  CA,  92363  PH  760/326-6267  FAX 
760/326-6268  E-MAIL  swvl@ctaz.com  WEB-SITE  www.ctaz.com/~swvl. 

WALKING  WITH  SPIRITS 

by  Michael  (Blondie):  resident  of  Silyaye  Village 

As  I awaken  each  and  every  day  I pray 
I pray  for  the  sacred  ground  that  I walk  upon 

for  the  same  beautiful  Mother  Earth  that  rocks  me  to  sleep  at  night 

I pray  for  the  Sacred  Mother  Creator  that  has  blessed  us 
with  lovely  creatures  that  walk  with  us  on  our  walk 
I pray  to  Spirit  Mountain 

so  close  you  can  almost  touch  it  if  you  tried 

I pray  for  the  sacred  fire  that  provides  us  strength,  hope,  love  and 
understanding 

and  carries  our  prayers  to  the  Creator. 

All  this  and  more  I do  each  and  every  day 

here  on  this  land 

as  I walk  with  Spirits. 

WHY  WE  ARE  HERE  AT  SILYAYE  AHEACE 

by  Dennis  Randolph  Scott  and  Dohn  Stevens  residents  of  Silyaye  Village 
We  have  both  been  doing  guard  duty  at  Red  Pony  (the  first  checkpoint  into 
Ward  Valley).  Dennis  has  been  here  for  two  months  while  Dohn  has  been 
here  for  four  months.  We  have  both  been  here  basically  24-hours  a day,  7 
days  a week  through  sickness,  conflict,  lack  of  sleep,  freezing  rain,  and 
personal  tragedy. 

Why  do  we  stay  here  when  it  would  be  so  much  easier  to  go  back  to  our 
creature  comforts? 

Why,  because  we  both  the  guardians  and  the  gatekeepers  of  Silyaye  Aheace. 
It  is  no  longer  a thankless  job,  but  a duty  to  guard  what  is  sacred  in 


this  valley. 

Once  you  stay  here  for  awhile  you  begin  to  understand  why  this  place  is 
sacred . 

We  live  here  with  the  tortoise  (Kah-Pet).  We  have  both  grown  in  spirit 
realizing  that  we  are  living  on  the  back  of  the  tortoise.  It  the  planet 
is  the  tortoise  shell,  then  we  are  living  on  one  very  special  plate  of  the 
shell.  Ward  Valley  is  the  plate  and  the  mountains  are  the  growth  rings. 

We  are  the  guardians  and  we  will  NEVER  let  a nuclear  dump  be  put  here! 
WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO ! ! ! 

JOIN  THE  OCCUPATION! ! Supporters  are  asked  to  join  Elders  and  tribal 
members  in  the  occupation  to  protect  religious  ceremonies  continuing  at 
the  site.  We  act  with  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the  Tribes  and  Elders 
in  the  village  of  Silyaye  Aheace.  To  find  out  how  you  can  become  a 
resident  of  Silyaye  Aheace  (even  if  for  just  a short  time)  contact  Save 
Ward  Valley  at  760/326-6267. 

SUPPORT  THE  VILLAGE!  Food,  supplies  and  money  are  always  needed.  Some 
of  the  things  needed  especially  now  are:  1 or  2 2-channel  UHF  radios, 
propane  or  solar-powered  refrigeration , shade  cloths,  extra  tents, 
sleeping  bags,  hats.  For  a more  complete  list  contact  Save  Ward  Valley. 

CALL,  E-MAIL,  FAX  OR  WRITE:  WHITEHOUSE  COMMENT  LINE  202/456-1111 

Let  the  government  know  that  you  support  the  Tribes  in  their  struggle  to 
protect  sacred  land,  the  Colorado  River  and  the  threatened  desert  tortoise. 

Remind  them  that  every  dump  operated  by  US  Ecology  is  leaking,  that  the 
Hayden  report  very  clearly  showed  that  another  radioactive  waste  site  is 
not  needed,  and  that  by  looking  at  the  latest  USGS  reports  from  the  US 
Ecology  site  at  Beatty,  NV  they  can  see  what  is  most  likely  to  happen  at 
Ward  Valley.  Encourage  them  to  do  the  right  thing  and  call  off  this 
insane  project  once  and  for  all! 

President  William  Clinton 
The  White  House 
Washington,  DC  20500 
FAX  202/456-2461 
president@whitehouse.gov 

Vice-President  A1  Gore 
The  White  House 
Washington,  DC  20500 
vice.president@whitehouse.gov 

Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 
331  HOB 

Washington,  DC  20510 

FAX  202/228-3954 

sen at or@fein stein . senate . gov 

Senator  Barbara  Boxer 
112  HOB 

Washington,  DC  20510 
FAX  415/956-6701 
senator@boxer . senate . gov 

Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt 
Dept,  of  Interior 
1849  C St., 

Washington,  DC  20240 
FAX  202/208-5133 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 
http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 
http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 


http://banwaste.envirolink.org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

http://www.wildrockies.org/cmcr 
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From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  [mailto:mohawkns@cyberglobe.net] 

Sub j : JUSTICE  FOR  THE  IROQUOIS? 
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JUSTICE  FOR  THE  IROQUOIS?  DID  CANADA  SLIP  UP  AND  ACCIDENTALLY  RETURN  THE 
IROQUOIS  CONFEDERACY  TO  POWER  AT  SIX  NATIONS? 

MNN.  Mohawk  Nation  News.  25-May-98.  Today  Richard  Hill  informed  Kofi 
Annan,  the  Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations  and  Her  Majesty  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  that  Canada  has  withdrawn  their  Indian  Act  Band  Council 
leaving  a vacuum  so  that  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  can  now  return  to  its 
seat  of  power  at  the  Six  Nations  Territory. 

Said  Hill  that  as  a Mohawk  Nation  resident  of  Six  Nations,  a territory 
of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  in  North  America,  "I  am  affected  by  the 
recent  actions  of  the  "elected"  band  council  set  up  under  the  Indian  Act 
of  Canada".  The  Indian  Act  council  was  set  up  by  Order  in  Council  and 
put  in  by  armed  force  in  1924,  after  Canada  deposed  the  traditional 
Confederacy  Council.  The  Six  Nations  people  never  consented  to  Canada 
bringing  in  the  Indian  Act,  "because  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois 
Confederacy  were  (and  are)  not  a part  of  Canada".  The  majority  of  the 
Six  Nations  people  have  always  refused  to  take  part  in  these  foreign 
elections.  The  Iroquois  Confederacy  has  its  own  constitution  known  as 
the  Great  Law  of  Peace,  the  Kaienerekowa,  by  which  their  traditional 
government  functions. 

What  happened  is  that  three  years  ago  the  band  council  asked  that  this 
order  in  council  be  revoked  taking  the  council  out  of  section  74  of  the 
Indian  Act  by  which  the  system  is  set  up.  This  was  done  to  bring  Six 
Nations  under  a new  'custom  council'  designed  by  the  former  band 
council,  without  consulting  the  people.  This  new  'custom  council'  was 
challenged  in  Canadian  Federal  Court  by  two  individuals  from  Six  Nations 
because  the  council  did  not  follow  the  procedures  set  out  under  the 
Indian  Act,  that  is  consultation,  meetings  and  a referendum  of  the 
majority  of  eligible  electors.  Realizing  they  were  going  to  lose,  the 
new  'custom  council'  settled  out  of  court  and  promised  these  two  people 
that  they  would  dissolve  their  new  'custom  council'  and  re-establish 
themselves  as  the  Six  Nations  "elected"  band  council  under  the  Indian 
Act.  However  they  cannot  do  this  because  they  do  not  have  the  support  of 
the  majority  of  the  people. 

WHY  ARE  A FEW  PEOPLE  ALLOWED  TO  MAKE  UP  A PRIVATE  DEAL  ABOUT  WHAT  FORM 
OF  GOVERNMENT  THE  SIX  NATIONS  CAN  HAVE  WITHOUT  CONSULTING  EVERYONE?  HOW 
CAN  CANADA  RECOGNIZE  THIS  COUNCIL? 

Hill  said  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  just  put  themselves  back  in 
as  the  "elected"  council  under  the  Indian  Act  without  going  through  the 
Governor  in  Council  after  getting  the  fully  informed  and  freely 
expressed  consent  of  a majority  of  the  Six  Nations  people.  This  was  not 
done.  Now  the  defunct  band  council  cannot  just  go  back  into  the  council 
house  as  if  nothing  happened  and  conduct  business.  "There  is  a serious 
question  about  the  legality  of  this  Council",  said  Hill. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  INDIAN  ACT  BAND  COUNCIL  AT  SIX  NATIONS  IS  VERY 
IRREGULAR. 

According  to  Chisholm,  who  was  a lawyer  for  the  Six  Nations  in  1920, 
"The  Six  Nations  are  an  independent  self-governing  protectorate  whose 
right  to  deal  with  their  internal  affairs  had  always  been  recognized  by 
Britain.  The  powers  assigned  by  Britain  to  the  Canadian  government 
could  not  exceed  those  held  by  Britain  because  of  the  treaties  which 
established  the  Six  Nations  as  their  independent  allies  under 
international  law".  Britain  depended  on  the  support  of  Joseph  Brant  and 


his  Warriors  to  maintain  her  position  in  North  America.  Most  of  the 
territories  now  occupied  by  the  Six  Nations  were  granted  to  them  to 
replace  those  lost  for  supporting  Britain  during  the  Revolutionary  War 
of  1775-1783. 

There  has  always  been  a conflict  of  interest  between  Canada  and  the 
Iroquois.  The  Canadian  parliament  represents  the  settlers  who  took  the 
land  from  the  First  Nations  and  the  people  who  later  immigrated  here. 

Today  Canada  still  wants  the  Iroquois  people  to  be  Canadian  subjects. 

THE  IROQUOIS  PEOPLE  HAVE  NEVER  AGREED  TO  THIS. 

"The  Iroquois  chose  to  be  allies  with  Britain,  not  Canada.  THE  IROQUOIS 
PEOPLE  NEVER  CHOSE  TO  BE  A PART  OF  CANADA. 

HILL  WANTS  THE  LAW  TO  BE  UPHELD  AND  AN  INDEPENDENT  NEUTRAL  THIRD  PARTY 
TO  MEDIATE  THE  DISPUTE  BETWEEN  CANADA  AND  IROQUOIS  PEOPLE. 

Hill  is  asking  that  the  Queen  to  provide  him  with  a detailed  explanation 
as  to  exactly  what  procedure  is  suppose  to  be  followed  to  establish  a 
legitimate  government  that  really  represents  the  Iroquois  people  now 
that  the  traditional  government  has  been  illegally  removed  by  Canada  and 
the  Indian  Act  council  is  no  longer  legal  under  Canadian  laws. 

Hill  sent  copies  of  the  letter  to  Ambassador  J.H.W.  Fietelaars,  Embassy 
of  the  Netherlands;  Cuban  President  Fidel  Castro;  Deputy  Registrar  of 
the  International  Court  of  Justice;  French  President  Jacques  Chirac; 

South  African  President  Nelson  Mandela;  Governor  General  of  Canada  Romeo 
LeBlanc;  and  to  leaders  of  the  Opposition  parties  in  Parliament. 

Supporters  world  wide  are  being  asked  (1)  to  give  their  ideas  on  what 
should  be  done  to  solve  this  situation  peacefully  and  fairly;  and  (2)  to 
take  actions  themselves  to  help  the  Iroquois  people  such  as  sending 
demanding  an  independent  neutral  mediation  of  this  dispute  between 
Canada  and  the  Six  Nations  Confederacy  to: 

Queen  Elizabeth  as  ally  and  protector  of  the  Iroquois,  Buckingham 
Palace,  London  England; 

Kofi  Annan  of  the  United  Nations  as  defender  of  international  human 
rights.  United  Nations  Plaza,  New  York  City; 

Canadian  Prime  Minister  Jean  Chretien,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa  Ontario; 
Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  Jane  Stewart  who  wants  to  play  a positive 
role  in  repairing  the  damage  of  the  past.  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa, 
Ontario;  and  to  Canadian  embassies  in  their  countries. 

CONTACT:  Richard  W.  Hill,  Sour  Springs  Road,  Six  Nations,  Grand  River 
Territory  (Canada)  N0A  1H0  519-445-2033  email 
kanienke@execulink.com 

Canadian  Alliance  In  Solidarity  with  the  Native  Peoples,  P.O.  Box  574, 
Toronto  Ontario  Canada  M5S  1X7  416-635-8696  Fax  416-972-6232 

casnp@pathcom.com 
http://www.pathcom.com/~casnp 


research  education  action 

Quebec  Public  Interest  Research  Group 
at  Concordia  University 

http://alcor.concordia.ca/~qpirg/  

:-)  :-)  Message  Ends;  Signature  File  Begins  (-:  (-: 

George  Lessard,  Media  Activist 
Community  Communication  Arts, 

Training,  Management  & Mentoring 
http: //members .tripod . com/~media002/ index. html 
Message  may  be  archived  @ MediaMentor  list  public  archive 
http: //www. findmail . com/1 ist/mediamentor/ 

For  a free  subscription  to  MediaMentor  send  a blank  message  to 
mediamentor-subscribe@makelist . com 

"RE : Collection  of  Quebec  Taxes  on  Mohawk  Territory"  

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : Mohawk  Nation  at  Kahnawake  Position  Regarding  the 
Collection  of  Quebec  Taxes  on  Mohawk  Territory 
Date:  Wed,  27  May  1998  15:37:38  -0400 
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The  Mohawk  Nation  at  Kahnawake  Position  Regarding 
The  Collection  Of  Quebec  Taxes  on  Mohawk  Territory 

As  Mohawk  Nation  Citizens,  it  has  always  been  the  position  of  the  People 
of  the  Longhouse  that  we  are  not  tax  collectors  for  any  foreign 
governments.  We  have  never  relinquished  our  absolute  sovereignty  over  our 
territory  nor  have  we  ever  given  Canada  or  Quebec  the  authority  to  impose 
taxation  within  our  territories. 

The  Mohawk  Nation  derives  its  absolute  sovereignty,  authority  and 
jurisdiction  over  its  territory  from  aboriginal  occupation,  autonomy  and  a 
duly  constituted  government  dating  back  several  centuries  before  the 
coming  of  the  Europeans.  Therefore  it  is  illegal  to  collect  taxes  for  the 
Quebec  Government.  Our  collective  rights  have  been  violated  by  the 
actions  of  one  member  of  the  community  of  Kahnawake.  In  an  article  in  The 
Montreal  Gazette  dated  May  26,  1998,  about  an  Extreme  Fighting  match  to  be 
held  on  May  30,  1998,  it  was  stated  that  taxes  would  be  charged  on  tickets 
sold  for  this  event.  These  taxes  would  then  be  "turned  over  to  the 
government"  as  stated  by  Michael  Thomas,  a Kahnawake  resident  and  promoter 
of  the  event. 

Ghyslain  Laflamme,  president  of  the  Regie  des  Alcools,  des  Courses  et 
des  leux  characterizes  this  agreement  as  "historic".  In  all  respects  this 
is  historic,  it's  the  first  time  any  Mohawk  agreed  to  collect  taxes  for 
Quebec  on  an  event  held  in  Kahnawake.  The  actions  of  one  individual 
seeking  personal  financial  gain  will  have  far-reaching  effects  on  all  of 
us.  It  is  time  to  remember  that  we  must  think  of  seven  generations  into 
the  future.  Our  actions  affect  the  future  generations  of  Kahnawakeronon . 

It  is  time  to  state  once  again  that  we  must  be  vigilant  at  all  times  to 
stop  the  encroachment  of  taxation  on  our  territory.  The  time  is  now!  The 
future  of  all  our  children  is  at  stake. 

A boycott  of  this  event  will  clearly  show  where  you  stand  with  regards 
to  taxation  on  our  territory. 

Passed  in  The  Peoples  Council  at  Kahnawake 
May  27,  1998 


Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
Visit  our  new  site! 

http : //www . cyber globe . net/users/mnation 

"RE : Bear  Lincoln  DA  Reelection"  
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From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn . org> 

Sub j : Bear  Lincoln  DA  Reelection 

UUCP  email 

Letter  to  the  Editor 
The  Press  Democrat 
Santa  Rosa,  California 

May  28,  1998 
Editor: 

The  May  27  story  and  editorial  about  the  Mendocino  DA  candidates 
mentioned  DA  candidate  Norm  Vroman's  tax  conviction,  but  omitted  the  fact 
that  DA  Susan  Massini  was  convicted  last  October  12  of  contempt  of  court, 
sentenced  to  five  days  in  jail  and  fined  $500  for  violating  the  gag  order 
in  the  Bear  Lincoln  case  by  talking  about  it  to  the  Press  Democrat. 

The  story  said  the  Lincoln  jury  voted  10-2  for  acquittal.  Wrong!  They 
voted  unanimously  for  acquittal  on  first  and  second  degree  murder  and 
attempted  first  and  second  degree  murder.  Only  on  manslaughter  were  there 
two  votes  against  acquittal,  and  according  to  other  jurors  one  of  the 
holdouts  was  the  wife  of  DA  candidate  A1  Kubanis. 

Kubanis  says  either  the  DA's  office  assessed  the  evidence  wrongly  in 


charging  Lincoln  with  capital  murder  or  else  the  prosecutor  bungled 
presenting  the  case  to  the  jury.  Apparently  Kubanis  believes  it's  the 
latter,  but  the  jurors  have  spoken  clearly  that  the  evidence  was  not  even 
close  to  supporting  the  murder  charges. 

Based  on  their  public  statements,  the  majority  of  jurors  believe  Bear 
Lincoln  acted  in  self-defense  after  seeing  his  friend  Acorn  Peters  shot 
dead  in  front  of  him  by  unseen  assailants.  They  believe  surviving  deputy 
Dennis  Miller  did  not  tell  the  truth  about  what  happened  that  night,  and 
that  Miller  probably  accidentally  shot  deputy  Bob  Davis,  lurors  met  with 
Massini  after  the  trial  and  told  her  that  the  evidence  was  not  there  for  a 
retrial,  and  that  star  witness  Miller  and  head  investigator  Sgt.  Roy 
Gourley  were  caught  in  falsehoods  on  the  witness  stand. 

It's  clear  to  me  that  Massini' s decision  to  retry  Lincoln  on  the 
manslaughter  charge  is  political,  based  not  on  evidence  but  on  her 
ambition  to  be  reelected  and  her  need  to  placate  the  sheriff's  department. 
Sheriff  Tuso  has  made  it  clear  that  he  refuses  to  accept  the  jury's 
verdict,  and  has  even  promoted  Miller  to  sergeant.  At  least  Tuso  has 
wisely  chosen  not  to  run  for  reelection.  Too  bad  Massini  didn't  follow  his 
example. 

I suggest  voting  for  Norm  Vroman.  He's  the  only  candidate  who  says  he 
would  not  retry  Bear  Lincoln. 

Nicholas  Wilson 
P.0.  Box  943 
Mendocino  CA  95460 

* U.S.  Mail  to:  * 

* Nicholas  Wilson  * 

* P.0.  Box  943  * 

* Mendocino  CA  95460  * 

* Albion  Monitor  online  newspaper  covers  Bari  and  Lincoln  * 

* http://www.monitor.net/monitor  * 

* Official  Dudi  Bari  Home  Page  * 

* http://www.monitor.net/~bari  * 

* Bear  Lincoln/Round  Valley  web  sites:  * 

* http://www.monitor.net/~bear  * 

* http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/emerg/bear.html  * 

* http://www.dickshovel.com/beara.html  * 

* http://www.planet-peace.org/round_valley/  * 
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Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

<A  HREF="http ://t lc.wtp.net /articles. htm">ARTICLES</A> 

ARTICLES  & LINKS  TO  NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS 

Crow  Coal-Court  spares  state  $58  million,  maybe  more 
By  LORNA  THACKERAY 
Of  The  Gazette  Staff 
The  Billings  Gazette 

Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  Billings  Gazette 

Montana  and  Big  Horn  County  do  not  have  to  pay  the  Crow  Tribe  $58.2 
million  in  taxes  illegally  collected  on  Crow-owned  coal  or  hundreds  of 
millions  more  in  interest  demanded  by  the  tribe,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
ruled  Monday. 

The  justices,  however,  left  the  door  ajar  enough  for  the  tribe  to  seek 
any  lesser  amount  it  can  persuade  Chief  U.S.  District  Dudge  lack 
Shanstrom  in  Billings  that  it  is  entitled  to  receive.  That  could  be 


tough  going.  In  his  1994  ruling  in  the  case,  Shanstrom  said  that  he  was 
not  convinced  restitution  to  the  tribe  was  warranted. 

Shanstrom' s decision  in  favor  of  the  state  was  overturned  in  1996  by  the 
U.S.  9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  which  said  the  state  had  to  pay  the 
back  taxes.  It  was  the  9th  Circuit's  decision  that  was  reversed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  Monday  morning. 

"This  is  a significant  victory  for  the  state,"  Montana  Attorney  General 
Doe  Mazurek  said.  "It's  certainly  taken  a heavy  weight  off  the 
legislature  for  the  coming  budget  session.  If  the  court  had  ruled 
against  us,  we  potentially  could  have  been  dealing  with  a $300  to  $400 
million  judgment  here." 

"Disappointed  " was  how  Robert  Pelcyger,  the  Boulder,  Colo.,  attorney 
representing  the  tribe,  described  the  Crow  reaction.  But  he  said  he  did 
not  consider  the  case  over. 

"The  court  said  that  while  we  are  not  entitled  to  all  (the  back  taxes), 
we  may  be  entitled  to  some,"  he  said.  "I  have  to  talk  to  my  client.  It's 
premature  to  comment  on  what  our  next  step  will  be." 

Tribal  Tax  Commissioner  Dennis  Adams  said  the  state  and  tribe  will  now 
have  to  decide  whether  they  want  to  consider  a settlement  or  go  back  to 
court  for  another  four  or  five  years  of  litigation.  He  said  the  tribe 
has  always  been  interested  in  reaching  an  out-of-court  agreement  with 
the  state,  but  that  Montana  has  not  responded. 

"The  tribe  has  never  closed  that  door,"  he  said. 

Mazurek  said  it  is  too  soon  to  tell  whether  a settlement  is  feasible. 
It's  up  to  the  tribe  to  take  the  next  step,  he  said.  If  the  tribe  makes 
an  offer,  the  state  will  have  to  consider  it  in  the  light  of  a thorough 
analysis  of  the  court's  decision,  he  said. 

The  lawsuit  has  been  the  courts  for  more  than  20-years  - almost  since 
the  state  began  collecting  its  30  percent  severance  tax  in  1976.  It  has 
been  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  three  times  and  has  cost  both  sides 
millions  in  legal  fees  and  expenses. 

Montana's  taxes  on  coal  owned  by  the  Crow  Tribe  were  ruled  illegal  in 
1988  by  the  Supreme  Court.  At  that  time,  the  tribe  received  about  $30 
million  in  protested  taxes  collected  in  an  escrow  account  set  up  in 
1983. 

Then  the  battle  began  over  taxes  paid  before  the  escrow  account  was 
established . 

Between  1976  and  1983,  the  state  collected  about  $47  million  in 
severance  tax  on  Crow  coal.  Big  Horn  County  took  in  another  $11  million 
in  gross  proceeds  taxes.  Those  tax  dollars  should  have  gone  to  the 
tribe,  not  the  state,  attorneys  for  the  Crow  argued.  The  attorneys  said 
the  state  had  collected  four  times  as  much  in  taxes  on  the  coal  as  the 
tribe  had  received  in  royalties. 

Montana  Solicitor  Clay  Smith  through  the  years  has  clung  tenaciously  to 
the  argument  that  the  tribe  can't  recover  back  taxes  because  it  didn't 
pay  them.  They  were  paid  by  Westmoreland  Resources,  the  only  company 
currently  mining  Crow-owed  coal.  Westmoreland  operates  in  the  Sarpy 
Creek  area  just  north  of  the  reservation  on  land  that  once  was  part  of 
the  reservation.  The  strip  was  ceded  to  the  government  and  opened  to 
white  settlement  in  1904,  but  the  mineral  rights  were  retained  by  the 
United  States  for  the  tribe.  Westmoreland  started  shipping  coal  to 
Midwestern  utility  companies  in  1974. 

The  justices  agreed  that  as  a rule,  non-taxpayers  can't  sue  for  a refund 
of  taxes  paid  by  someone  else,  and  that  the  taxpayer  in  this  case, 
Westmoreland,  had  not  challenged  the  state  taxes.  The  tribe  argued, 
however,  that  the  money  it  was  seeking  did  not  fall  into  the  category  of 
a refund.  Westmoreland  owed  the  tax,  but  paid  it  to  the  wrong 
government,  the  tribe  maintained.  It  also  contended  that  the  state's 
taxes  adversely  affected  the  tribal  economy  by  reducing  the  demand  for 
its  coal  and  reducing  the  royalties  it  could  charge  Westmoreland. 

In  an  opinion  written  by  Justice  Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg,  the  court  relied 
on  its  1989  decision  that  New  Mexico  could  impose  its  severance  taxes  on 
oil  and  gas  on  the  Jicarilla  Apache  Reservation  produced  by  Cotton 
Petroleum.  In  that  case,  the  court  held  that  neither  the  state  nor  the 
tribe  enjoys  the  right  to  tax  to  the  total  exclusion  of  the  other. 


The  justices  found  that  the  state  tax  didn't  prevent  the  Crow  Tribe  from 
collecting  its  own  25  percent  severance  tax  from  1976  to  1983.  The  tribe 
couldn't  collect  its  tax  because  the  secretary  of  Interior  had  not 
approved  application  of  the  tax  to  coal  mined  on  the  ceded  strip  outside 
the  boundaries  of  the  reservation,  the  court  said. 

In  responding  to  the  tribe's  argument  that  it  had  been  harmed 
economically  by  the  tax,  the  justices  noted  that  no  evidence  was 
presented  that  Westmoreland  would  have  paid  a higher  royalty  to  the 
tribe  without  the  state  taxes.  The  royalty  agreed  to  in  1974  was  both 
high  and  long  term,  they  said. 

The  court  also  found  that  Shanstrom  did  not  award  damages  to  the  tribe 
based  on  actual  losses  in  his  1994  decision  because  the  tribe's 
complaint  did  not  ask  for  compensatory  damages.  The  justice  concluded 
that  the  tribe  did  not  show  entitlement  to  actual  damages. 

Although  the  court  was  unanimous  in  overturning  the  9th  Circuit 
decision,  Justices  David  H.  Souter  and  Sandra  Day  O'Connor  dissented  in 
part.  Writing  for  the  two,  Souter  said  the  court  had  made  it  too 
difficult  for  the  tribe  to  collect  any  money. 

In  Big  Horn  County,  which  could  have  taken  a major  hit  if  the  decision 
had  gone  the  other  way.  County  Commissioner  John  Pretty  On  Top  had  mixed 
feelings.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  a county  official,  he  is  a member 
of  the  Crow  Tribe. 

"I  guess  I don't  mind,"  he  said.  "I've  got  allegiance  to  both  sides. 

It's  something  that's  been  hanging  over  our  heads  for  a long  time. 

Either  way,  it's  the  county's  money  and  more  than  half  the  county  is  the 
Crow  Tribe. " 

Original  article 

IF  YOU  HAVE  ANY  SUGGESTIONS  ON  LINKS,  EMAIL  US  AT  DWETZ@WTP.NET 

"RE : HIV  & Diabetes  Soaring"  

Date:  Thu,  28  May  1998  04:05:37  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : HIV  & Diabetes  Soaring 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

NATIVE  HEALTH 
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[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

"Injection  drug  use  is  now  the  single  most  important  risk  factor  for  HIV 
infection  among  Native  Canadians,"  reports  The  Medical  Post.  A study  of 
HIV  and  aboriginal  peoples  finds  that  the  proportion  of  HIV  cases 
attributed  to  intravenous  drug  use  has  risen  dramatically  in  the  past 
decade,  from  less  than  4 per  cent  before  1989  to  more  than  35  per  cent 
between  1993  and  1996. 

In  the  United  States,  reports  The  Denver  Post,  20  to  50  per  cent  of 
adults  in  many  native  tribes  have  been  diagnosed  with  diabetes.  "The  actual 
incidence  could  be  as  high  as  twice  that  because  according  to  the  American 
Diabetes  Association,  as  a rule,  for  every  diagnosed  person,  there's 
someone  with  the  disease  who  doesn't  know  it  yet." 
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distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Texas  Archaeological  Site  Alert 

Important  information  about  the  destruction  of  an  Ancient  Village  Site  and 
Migratory  Bird  Wetlands  From  the  El  Paso  Archaeological  Society 
http: //www. EPAS.com 

With  your  help,  the  100-acre  Keystone  Dam/Doniphan  Wetland  site  in  El 
Paso's  Upper  Valley  area  can  be  saved  from  proposed  commercial/industrial 
development . 

The  Keystone  Dam  site  (41EP494),  is  listed  as  a Texas  State 
Archaeological  Landmark  and  is  eligible  for  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places.  It  contains  the  remnants  of  a major  prehistoric  Native 
American  village  dating  back  at  least  4,500  years.  It  was  considered 
important  enough  in  the  1980's  for  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  to  redesign 
the  dam  to  preserve  the  site  thus  giving  it  the  name  "Keystone".  It  holds 
an  estimated  35-40  pithouses,  ten  times  the  number  from  other  similar 
sites  in  the  region.  The  National  Geographic  Society  has  reviewed 
preliminary  archaeological  findings  and  has  determined  that  the  Keystone 
Dam  cultural  site  "ranks  as  a highly  important  discovery"  and  "may  be  the 
largest  and  one  of  the  oldest  villages  of  it's  kind  in  the  United  States. 

" This  discovery  has  also  raised  the  interest  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institute,  the  Washington  Post,  and  Time  Magazine. 

The  adjacent  Doniphan  Wetland  is  one  of  the  last  remaining  natural 
wetland  areas  within  the  El  Paso  area.  This  wetland  habitat  is 
characterized  by  a native  bosque  plant  and  waterfowl  community  once  common 
along  the  Rio  Grande  River  corridor  and  has  a great  ecological, 
educational,  and  recreational  potential.  A tremendous  opportunity  exists 
to  protect  this  ancient  village  and  endangered  wetland.  This  site  is  an 
important  link  to  the  archaeological  past  of  the  Native  Americans  of  the 
southwestern  United  States.  The  Keystone  Dam  site,  and  it's  associated 
Doniphan  Wetland,  are  a valuable  historic,  cultural,  and  natural  resource, 
and  one  that  deserves  to  be  preserved  for  the  citizens  of  El  Paso.  The 
Upper  Valley  Neighborhood  Association  is  negotiating  to  develop  a 
park/museum,  with  trails,  benches,  picnic  tables,  an  amphitheater,  and 
all  the  amenities  that  would  make  it  a destination  for  nature  and  history 
buffs,  as  well  as  the  Tourist  or  El  Pasoan  looking  for  a relaxing 
location  to  spend  an  afternoon. 

If  we  don't  act  now,  commercial/industrial  development  of  the  Keystone 
Dam/Doniphan  Wetland  property  will  soon  begin.  Please  write,  call  or  e- 
mail  your  local,  state,  and  federal  representatives  as  soon  as  possible, 
http: //www. EPAS.com 


El  Paso  Archaeological  Society 
A nonprofit  Organization  founded  in  1922 
P.O.  Box  4345,  El  Paso,  Texas  79914 
(915)  751-3295 
mailto : info@epas . com 
http: //www. EPAS.com 
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Work-To-Welfare ' On  Horizon  For  Indian  Tribes,  Says  Libertarian  Party  Of 
California 


LOS  ANGELES,  May  28  /PRNewswire/  --  The  following  statement  is  being  issued 
by  the  California  Libertarian  Party: 

California  is  threatening  to  send  thousands  of  Indians  back  on  welfare  - 
by  depriving  them  of  the  right  to  earn  a living  through  gaming,  the 
Libertarian  Party  of  California  charged  today. 

"Politicians  have  been  touting  'welfare-to-work'  programs  lately.  This 
is  the  first  example  I've  seen  of  ' work-to-welfare, ' and  it's  absolutely 
tragic,"  declared  Libertarian  state  chair  Mark  Hinkle. 

Hinkle's  statement  comes  in  the  midst  of  the  ongoing  feud  between 
Governor  Pete  Wilson  and  California's  41  Indian  gaming  tribes.  After 
signing  a compact  with  the  nongaming  Pala  band  of  Mission  Indians  in  March, 
Wilson  demanded  that  all  California  gaming  tribes  accept  the  Pala  compact 
or  risk  shutdown  of  their  gaming  machines. 

In  response  to  the  current  crisis,  the  Libertarian  Party  of  California 
passed  a resolution  in  support  of  Indian  gaming. 

At  issue  are  "Class  III,"  or  Las  Vegas-style  games,  which  under  the 
federal  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act  require  a negotiated  compact  between 
tribe  and  state  government  for  their  operation.  An  estimated  13,000  Class 
III  machines  are  operating  in  California  without  a compact. 

Tribes  argue  that  the  Pala  compact  is  too  restrictive  and  would  hurt 
gaming.  The  compact  gives  each  tribe  an  allotment  of  199  video  gaming 
machines.  Nongaming  tribes  can  lease  their  machines  to  gaming  tribes,  but 
no  tribe  can  operate  more  than  975  machines. 

Yesterday,  the  Secretary  of  State  announced  that  a ballot  measure  which 
would  preserve  Las  Vegas-style  Indian  gaming  had  qualified  for  the 
November  ballot.  But  also  yesterday,  the  State  Senate  voted  21-10  to 
ratify  the  Pala  compact. 

California's  four  U.S.  Attorneys  have  filed  civil  forfeiture  suits  to 
seize  or  shut  down  tribal  slot  machines. 

Is  California  afraid  of  a little  competition  for  its  state-run  lottery? 

"It  certainly  seems  that  way,"  observed  Hinkle.  "Taking  away  the  gaming 
machines  will  only  serve  to  deprive  these  tribes  of  the  only  method  of 
economic  development  that  has  ever  worked  on  reservations." 

Indian  gaming  is  a $5  billion  dollar  industry  nationwide,  according  to 
Gaming  & Wagering  Magazine.  In  San  Diego  County  alone,  tribal  gaming  has 
produced  5,000  jobs  with  a $22  million  annual  payroll,  according  to  the 
National  Indian  Gaming  Association. 

"Prior  to  gaming,  federal  handouts  were  the  primary  source  of  income  for 
most  tribes,"  noted  Hinkle.  "Thanks  to  gaming,  tribes  have  broken  the 
cycle  of  welfare  dependency." 

Should  the  federal  or  state  governments  have  any  say  in  what  Indians  do 
on  reservations? 

"Absolutely  not,"  Hinkle  asserted.  "Indian  tribes  are  sovereign  nations 
and  have  the  right  to  use  their  property  for  whatever  they  choose, 
including  gaming  - free  of  government  interference  and  regulation. 

"Indian  tribes  have  a gun  to  their  heads.  If  the  government  hauls  off 
tribal  slot  machines,  hard  working  Indians  who  have  struggled  for  economic 
independence  will  be  forced  back  onto  the  welfare  rolls  - and  you  can  bet 
on  that . " 

The  text  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Libertarian  Party  of  California 
follows : 

-WHEREAS  the  U.S.  Constitution  excludes  American  Indians  both  from  being 
taxed  by,  and  having  elected  representatives  in,  the  federal  government  of 
the  United  States;  and 

-WHEREAS  American  Indian  tribes  live  on  property  which  is  not  rightfully 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  any  government  of  the  United  States;  and 
-WHEREAS  American  Indian  tribes  are,  we  believe,  correct  in  asserting 
that  they  are  sovereign  and  not  subject  to  the  laws  of  any  government  of 
the  United  States  while  on  American  Indian  lands;  and 
-WHEREAS  the  American  Indian  tribes  have  paradoxically  traded  away  the 
practical  reality  of  their  sovereignty  in  exchange  for  common  material 
benefits  from  the  United  States  federal  government  including  health, 
education,  and  welfare  benefits  "forever": 

-BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED  that  the  Libertarian  Party  of  California 


supports  full  and  unrestricted  rights  of  American  Indian  tribes  to  use 
their  own  property  for  any  and  all  peaceful  purposes  of  their  choosing 
(including  gaming  or  gambling)  "forever"; 

-BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that,  as  rights  must  always  be  balanced  by 
responsibilities , the  Libertarian  Party  of  California  supports  a 
discontinuance  of  all  federal  and  state  health,  education,  and  welfare 
benefits  to  Indian  tribes  "forever"; 

-BE  IT  FINALLY  RESOLVED  that,  in  order  to  bring  meaning  and  specificity 
to  these  resolutions,  the  Libertarian  Party  of  California  calls  for:  a) 
repeal  of  all  California  state  laws  which  subsidize  or  regulate  American 
Indian  tribes,  and  b)  an  end  to  activities  of  the  federal  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  within  the  borders  of  the  State  of  California. 

SOURCE  California  Libertarian  Party 
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Tribes  claim  fed  agency  mismanaged  millions  of  dollars  in  individual 
accounts 

By  Rachel  Smolkin 
TRIBUNE  REPORTER 

WASHINGTON  --  A federal  judge  has  set  March  15,  1999,  as  the  trial  date 
for  a class-action  lawsuit  by  American  Indians  accusing  the  U.S. 
government  of  gross  financial  mismanagement. 

The  tribes  contend  that  the  federal  government  lost,  failed  to  properly 
invest,  or  converted  to  the  government's  own  use  money  in  about  500,000 
individual  accounts  at  the  Office  of  Trust  Funds  Management,  based  in 
Albuquerque . 

No  one  knows  exactly  how  much  money  is  involved,  because  many  records 
are  missing.  But  the  tribes  estimate  that  hundreds  of  millions  -- 
perhaps  even  billions  --  of  dollars  were  mishandled  over  the  years. 
Government  lawyers  have  said  the  accounts  have  an  estimated  value  of 
$500  million.  At  least  $250  million  passes  through  the  accounts  annually 
in  revenue  from  oil,  gas  and  timber  royalties. 

The  trial  will  occur  in  two  phases  --  the  first  focusing  on  fixing  the 
trust-fund  system,  and  the  second  on  reconciling  years  of  disputed 
accounts.  No  date  has  been  set  for  the  second  part  of  the  trial. 

In  his  order  Tuesday,  U.S.  District  Dudge  Royce  Lamberth  noted  that  "the 
court  has  already  determined  . . . that  plaintiffs  are  likely  to  prevail 
in  this  case." 

The  Native  American  Rights  Fund  brought  the  lawsuit  in  Dune  1996. 
"Essentially,  the  court  wisely  ignored  all  the  further  attempts  at  delay 
by  the  Department  of  Dustice  and  did  what  is  reasonable,"  said  fund 
attorney  Keith  Harper. 

Government  attorneys  could  not  be  reached  for  comment  Tuesday  evening. 
At  an  April  23  hearing,  government  attorneys  argued  that  Lamberth  should 
set  a trial  date  more  than  two  years  away  to  give  Interior  Secretary 
Bruce  Babbitt  and  the  Office  of  the  Special  Trustee  time  to  clean  up  the 
system. 

Babbitt,  who  controls  the  trust-funds  office,  appointed  a special 


trustee  in  1995  to  oversee  improvements  and  has  requested  millions  of 
dollars  to  upgrade  the  equipment  and  systems  in  the  Albuquerque  office. 

The  Interior  Department  announced  in  March  that  it  had  awarded  a $10 
million  annual  contract  to  a Pennsylvania  company  to  establish  a modern 
computerized  accounting  system  to  manage  the  trust  funds  and  provide 
same-day  reconciliation. 

"If  they  are  doing  those  things,  the  court  need  not  set  a trial,"  argued 
Lewis  Wiener,  a trial  attorney  for  the  government. 

But  the  tribes  contend  the  improvements  aren't  enough,  especially  since 
the  federal  government  says  it  lacks  the  documentation  and  funds  even  to 
try  to  reconcile  individual  accounts. 

The  Albuquerque  office  also  manages  1,700  tribal  accounts,  which  are  not 
part  of  the  class-action  suit. 

A study  several  years  ago  by  the  national  accounting  firm  Arthur 
Andersen  found  that  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  --  an  agency  within  the 
Interior  Department  --  could  not  properly  account  for  more  than  $2.4 
billion  in  tribal  trust  funds.  The  Office  of  the  Special  Trustee  has 
since  been  able  to  account  for  an  additional  $400  million. 

The  Interior  Department  has  asked  Congress  to  pay  an  estimated  $20 
million  to  tribes  to  settle  known  errors  in  tribal  funds.  If  Congress 
accepts  the  administration  proposal,  several  government  offices  would 
work  with  more  than  300  tribes  to  reach  a settlement  on  what  individual 
tribes  are  owed  and  how  to  reconcile  disputed  accounts.  The  tribes  have 
not  decided  whether  to  support  the  proposal. 

In  February  1997,  Lamberth  allowed  the  individual  class-action  suit  to 
go  forward.  He  rejected  a claim  by  government  attorneys  that  account 
holders  do  not  have  enough  in  common  to  be  legally  certified  as  a 
"class"  in  a lawsuit  and  ruled  that  every  American  Indian  with  an 
individual  account  in  the  160-year-old  trust  fund  would  be  included  in 
the  suit. 
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There's  no  guarantee  that  your  employer  is  going  to  want  you  forever.  But 
when  it  takes  five  appointees  from  three  governmental  bodies  to  hire  you 
in  the  first  place,  it  ought  to  take  more  than  one  autocrat  to  get  rid  of 
you.  BC  Treaty  Commission  head  Alec  Robertson  has  a letter  promising  him  a 
two-year  extension  on  his  contract,  which  expired  May  13.  But  when 
fledgling  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  Dale  Lovick  took  it  to  cabinet  for 
the  official  stamp  of  approval,  he  didn't  get  it.  Robertson  has  since 
angrily  declined  an  invitation  to  stay  on  until  June  30  while  a few 
details  are  worked  out. 

The  official  word  is  that  Lovick,  taken  by  surprise  a couple  of  weeks  ago 
when  the  First  Nations  Summit  rejected  some  recommendations  on  fixing  up 
the  troubled  treaty  process,  decided  he  couldn't  go  ahead  with  a contract 
extension  until  those  problems  were  resolved.  Robertson,  however,  thinks 
it's  more  than  coincidence  that  his  ouster  occurred  just  as  the  treaty 


commission  was  starting  to  go  after  the  problems  bogging  the  process  down 
- one  of  the  biggest  being  a chronic  shortage  of  BC  bureaucrats  to  handle 
the  workload.  The  five-person  commission,  which  oversees  treaty 
negotiations,  includes  two  appointees  from  the  First  Nations  Summit  and 
one  each  from  the  federal  and  provincial  governments.  Those  four  in  turn 
choose  a fifth  to  be  chief  commissioner.  Robertson's  contract  extension 
was  endorsed  by  both  First  Nations  and  Ottawa,  and  BC's  unexplained  change 
of  heart  is  sparking  concern. 

There  are  currently  30  sets  of  treaty  talks  being  overseen  by  the 
commission,  far  more  than  anticipated.  Robertson  says  that  with  long-time 
aboriginal  affairs  minister  John  Cashore  no  longer  in  the  loop  and  the 
deputy  minister  tied  up  in  the  separate  Nisga'a  talks,  it's  hard  to  find 
an  expert  anywhere.  "The  real  problem  with  the  process  is  supply  and 
demand,"  says  Robertson.  "BC  is  under-resourced,  it  can't  handle  this 
many,  and  in  fact  would  have  difficulty  handling  very  many  at  all."  If 
Robertson  can't  handle  the  job,  let's  spend  the  time  and  money  to  find  the 
person  who  can.  But  the  circumstances  sound  far  more  like  the  Clark 
government  deciding  to  shoot  the  messenger,  and  that  can  only  be  bad  news 
for  those  caught  up  in  this  complex  and  ruinously  slow  process. 
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
FEARS  GROWING  THAT  BC  WILL  ABANDON  THE  TREATY  PROCESS 
Vancouver  Sun,  May  29,  1998,  Page  Al,  by  Stewart  Bell 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  B.C.  government  has  been  patting  itself  on  the  back  for  the  past  five 
years  over  the  way  it  was  working  with  the  federal  government  and  First 
Nations  to  resolve  the  longstanding  grievances  of  the  province's  native 
Indian  tribes.  In  one  taxpayer-funded  brochure,  the  province  said  the  B.C. 
Treaty  Commission  system  of  negotiating  land-claims  settlements  was 
"unprecedented  and  important"  and  "heralds  the  beginning  of  a 
'made-in-B.C. ' solution."  But  there  are  growing  fears  that,  after  years  of 
painstaking  negotiations  in  reserve  band  halls  and  government  office  towers 
across  B.C.,  the  provincial  government  now  wants  out  of  the  treaty 
commission . 

"There's  every  appearance  that  the  provincial  government  would  really  like 
to  back  out  of  the  treaty  process,"  said  University  of  Victoria  professor 
Frank  Cassidy,  former  premier  Mike  Harcourt's  adviser  on  aboriginal  issues. 

The  latest  suggestion  that  the  treaty  process  may  be  in  jeopardy  came  May 
13  when  the  B.C.  cabinet  reneged  on  a deal  to  renew  the  appointment  of  the 
head  of  the  treaty  commission,  Vancouver  lawyer  Alec  Robertson.  As  a 
result,  the  commission  - the  organization  that  oversees  treaty  talks,  loans 
tens  of  millions  of  dollars  to  Indian  bands  to  finance  their  land  claims 
and  referees  disputes  in  negotiations  - is  without  a leader.  In  an  angry 
letter  to  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  Dale  Lovick  last  week,  the 


normally-reserved  Robertson  said  B.C.'s  decision  to  "decapitate"  the 
commission  had  sent  a "cynical  message"  about  its  commitment  to  the  future 
of  the  treaty  process.  The  First  Nations  Summit,  which  represents  Indian 
bands  in  treaty  talks,  issued  a statement  saying  it  feared  the  move  was 
"the  first  step  in  dismantling  the  independent  treaty  commission.  We  are 
seriously  questioning  whether  there  is  a hidden  agenda  here." 

Lovick  challenged  that  perception,  saying  he  "would  like  to  make  very 
clear  that  British  Columbia  is  still  absolutely  and  completely  committed  to 
the  negotiating  of  treaties  process.  We  have  never  for  a moment  deviated 
from  that  course.  We  believe  that  negotiation  is  absolutely  preferable  to 
litigation  and  we're  doing  what  we  can  to  ensure  that  the  negotiation 
process  is  productive  and  will  work." 

When  the  New  Democrats  came  to  power  in  1991,  resolving  land  claims  was 
a priority.  It  was  not  only  the  just  thing  to  do,  the  NDP  said,  it  was 
necessary  to  end  the  blockades  and  court  battles  that  had  paralysed  rural 
B.C.  and  scared  away  investors.  But  the  NDP  government  has  changed  since 
then.  Faced  with  a weakening  economy,  it's  become  wary  of  any  program  with 
a hefty  price  tag.  Many  observers  also  say  Premier  Glen  Clark  lacks  the 
enthusiasm  that  Harcourt  had  for  the  issue.  The  government  now  views  land 
claims  as  a political  liability  - an  issue  that  will  not  win  them  the  next 
election,  although  it  could  lose  it  for  them. 

As  evidence  of  Victoria's  dwindling  support  for  the  treaty  commission  - a 
system  that  sets  the  rules  for  three-way  talks  between  the  federal 
government,  B.C.  and  First  Nations  - federal  and  tribal  officials  point  to 
a long  list  of  provincial  moves  they  feel  have  undermined  the  process. 

First,  B.C.  unilaterally  declared  that  land-claim  settlements  would  be 
capped  at  five  per  cent  of  the  provincial  land-mass  (arguing  that  was  only 
fair  because  aboriginal  people  made  up  less  than  five  per  cent  of  the 
population.)  Then  B.C.  mostly  ignored  pleas  from  both  aboriginal  groups  and 
the  treaty  commission  to  limit  the  harvest  of  resources  from  Crown  lands 
subject  to  claims.  In  fact,  the  province  set  up  a company  to  sell  off  Crown 
lands,  including  some  that  were  the  subject  of  claims. 

Last  year  the  aboriginal  affairs  portfolio  was  combined  with  labour, 
meaning  the  treaty  issue  no  longer  had  a full-time  minister.  Then  Dohn 
Cashore  was  replaced  as  minister  by  the  junior  Dale  Lovick.  The  position  of 
deputy  minister  has  remained  vacant  since  lack  Ebbels  left  in  December  to 
work  on  the  Nisga'a  deal.  Throughout,  the  ministry  has  faced  funding  and 
staff  cuts.  One  tribal  observer  described  the  over-all  effect  on  the  treaty 
process  as  "death  by  a thousand  cuts."  "They  are  definitely  losing  their 
commitment  to  the  treaty  process,"  said  Chief  Gail  Sparrow  of  the  Musqueam 
band,  who  heads  the  team  negotiating  a treaty  for  her  large  Vancouver-based 
tribe . 

Some  observers  believe  the  event  that  has  most  put  the  province  off  the 
treaty  process  was  the  December  1997  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  decision  on 
the  Gitxsan  land  claim,  the  so-called  Delgamuukw  decision.  The  decision  has 
been  interpreted  as  strengthening  the  aboriginal  hand  in  treaty  talks,  and 
observers  say  that  has  made  the  province  fear  it  will  face  much  higher 
settlement  costs  than  the  $10  billion  it  anticipated. 

B.C.  is  now  rethinking  its  approach  to  treaties,  saying  the  existing 
system  hasn't  worked.  But  Sparrow  believes  the  province  wants  to  settle 
quickly  for  fear  it  will  end  up  paying  more  if  it  continues  with  the  treaty 
commission  process.  "They're  scared  so  they  want  to  settle  now,  get  out  of 
it . " 

Cassidy  said  B.C.  - which  under  Clark  has  consistently  battled  with  Ottawa 

- wants  to  move  towards  a new  treaty  system  where  the  federal  government 
will  pay  virtually  all  the  costs.  "The  province  is  positioning  itself  so 
that  treaty-making  and  aboriginal  people  are  a federal  responsibility. 

TREATY  NEGOTIATIONS 

- Since  1993,  49  First  Nations  have  entered  the  treaty  negotiation  process. 
Some  have  since  withdrawn.  The  process  advances  through  a number  of  stages 
including  the  filing  of  a statement  of  intent,  a framework  agreement  (ie.: 
setting  a list  of  issues  for  talks),  an  agreement  in  principle  and 
ultimately  a final  agreement. 

- First  Nations  that  have  filed  statements  of  intent:  49 


- First  Nations  that  have  entered  negotiations:  39 

- Number  of  framework  agreements  signed:  33 

- Number  of  agreements  in  principle  signed:  0 

- Final  agreements  signed:  0 
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[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

1.  Land-Claims  Process  is  Flistory 

2.  Consequences  of  Delgamuukw  Decision  Now  Ticking  in  BC 


OH,  THAT  OLD  LAND-CLAIMS  PROCESS?  IT'S  HISTORY 
Globe  and  Mail,  May  26  1998,  Page  A23  by  Gordon  Gibson 

When  a minor  NDP  cabinet  minister  deliberately  rises  to  machinegun  a 
socialist  Sacred  Cow  during  Question  period,  you  know  something  is  up. 

Last  week's  attack  on  the  BC  land  claims  and  treaty  process  by  Aboriginal 
Affairs  Minister  Dale  Lovick  was  no  random  act  of  violence.  This  was  an 
ideological  contract  killer  at  work,  following  the  logic  of  the  American 
general  who  destroyed  a Vietnamese  village  in  order  to  save  it.  We  often 
do  things  differently  in  this  Province.  As  columnist  Michel  C.  Auger  wrote 
in  Le  Journal  de  Quebec  last  week,  we  are  (my  translation)  "the 
unpredictable  BC  - the  Frank  Sinatra  of  the  federation  that  insists  always 
on  doing  things  MY  WAY." 

That  said,  Mr  Lovick's  astonishing  escapade  makes  sense  only  if  you 
accept  a plea  of  temporary  insanity  - or  are  cynical  enough  to  believe 
that  Glen  Clark  is  abandoning  principle  to  reposition  himself  on  line  with 
public  opinion  on  our  toughest  political  issue.  To  set  the  stage,  since 
1992  British  Columbia  has  had  a BC  Treaty  Commission  (BCTC),  established 
jointly  by  the  federal  government,  the  provincial  government  and  the 
Summit,  an  entity  that  represents  70  per  cent  of  BC  Indians.  The  job  of 
the  commission  is  to  facilitate  negotiations  on  aboriginal  land  claims 
that  cover  most  of  the  province,  seeking  to  resolve  them  honourably  and 
finally  by  treaty. 

The  process  has  been  arduous,  but  about  50  BC  bands  were  making  progress 
in  negotiations.  (The  best  known  and  most  advanced  claim,  that  of  the 
Nisga'a,  is  outside  the  BCTC's  mandate).  Six  months  ago  the  consensus 
estimate  was  that  when  all  deals  were  done,  the  total  cost  would  be 
something  like  5 per  cent  of  the  land  mass  of  BC  and  $10-billion.  Then  the 
Supreme  Court  judgment  called  Delgamuukw  last  December  destroyed  the 
existing  process,  and  vastly  increased  native  expectations  of  entitlement. 
Would  it  now  be  25  per  cent  of  the  land  and  $50  billion?  (BC's  timber 
lands  alone,  for  example,  are  worth  about  $30  billion  based  on  recent 
transactions.)  No  one  knows  how  the  Supreme  Court  judges  would  treat 
future  litigation,  and,  of  course,  they  spend  other  people's  money. 


The  BCTC  encouraged  a major  series  of  closed  meetings  in  April  to  cope 
with  the  new  uncertainty.  The  provincial  government  introduced  a totally 
new  plan.  Instead  of  continuing  with  the  current  band-by-band  negotiations , 
which  also  included  the  issue  of  self-government , the  BC  government  wants 
to  set  that  aside  for  now,  and  proposes  that  the  three  parties  agree  on  a 
global  figure  for  the  total  amount  of  land  and  cash  required  to  solve 
everything.  Further  discussions,  especially  between  bands,  would  then 
divide  up  that  total  pie.  Indian  negotiators  were  uncomfortable.  That 
approach  would  not  only  cap  aspirations  forever,  but  would  pit  band 
against  band.  Moreover,  and  this  may  be  the  hidden  Glen  Clark  agenda,  it 
would  put  two  huge  numbers  - hundreds  of  thousands  of  square  kilometres  of 
land  and  tens  of  billions  of  dollars  - right  there  in  the  window  to 
terrify  the  taxpayer.  This  is  the  very  opposite  of  the  incremental  "salami 
slice"  stealth  approach  to  settlement. 

The  feds,  paralytically  non-committal,  weren't  any  happier,  since  the 
fine  print  of  the  proposal  would  load  them  with  much  higher  costs.  The 
hoped-for  consensus  began  at  once  to  unravel.  Then  Alec  Robertson,  the 
chief  commissioner  of  the  BCTC  was  turfed:  His  reappointment  was  rejected 
by  Victoria  only  seven  days  after  BC's  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  had 
explicitly  agreed  to  it  with  Ottawa  and  the  Summit.  Mr.  Robertson  wrote  a 
powerful  departing  letter  last  Wednesday,  describing  the  situation, 
stating  that  the  commission  was  now  more  necessary  than  ever,  and  accusing 
the  province  of  "bad  faith".  And  so  questions  were  directed  to  Minister 
Lovick  in  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Lovick  had  this  to  say  about  the  existing  situation:  "If  I were  to 
carry  on  with  the  approach  that  has  been  taken  thus  far  and  taken 
historically,  we  would  probably,  at  a conservative  estimate,  still  be 
negotiating  a hundred  years  from  now.  Also,  we  would  bankrupt  the  province 
in  the  process."  Say  what?  This  "approach"  was  fathered  by  the  NDP,  as 
being  absolutely  essential  for  progress.  Now  that  Sacred  Cow  is  dead.  This 
is  an  amazing  reversal. 

Meanwhile,  the  Clark  government  is  making  every  effort  to  deliver  a 
final  treaty  with  the  Nisga'a.  (The  Nisga'a  leaders  have  stated  that  a 
deal  is  a deal,  and  Delgamuukw  will  not  reopen  the  agreement-in-principle 
they  achieved  in  1996.)  That  first  modern  treaty  would  be  presented  as 
proof  that  Glen  Clark  is  always  ready  to  make  a fair  settlement.  Failure 
in  the  negotiations  covering  the  rest  of  the  province  must  therefore  be 
the  fault  of  the  courts,  the  feds,  the  Summit,  whoever.  If  the  treaty 
process  elsewhere  in  BC  were  to  blow  up,  anger  would  take  over,  and  the 
landscape  would  soon  be  littered  with  litigation,  injunctions  and  a summer 
of  blockades  and  potential  violence.  In  this  chaotic  scenario  Mr.  Clark 
could  suddenly  morph  into  the  champion  of  law,  order  and  the  taxpayer, 
seeking  a mandate  to  have  Ottawa  come  down  hard  to  solve  the  problems 
fostered  by  its  remote  court,  at  no  cost  to  BC.  This  would  be  finishing  in 
troubled  waters  indeed  - surely  as  unlikely  as,  say,  starting  a war  with 
Ottawa  and  Washington  over  salmon? 


CONSEQUENCES  OF  DELGAMUUKW  DECISION  NOW  TICKING  IN  B.C. 

Globe  and  Mail,  May  26,  1998,  Page  A22,  by  Jeffrey  Simpson 

Five  months  after  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada's  historic  Delgamuukw 
ruling  on  aboriginal  title  to  land,  the  first,  flickering  indications  of 
its  potentially  momentous  impact  on  British  Columbia  are  appearing.  While 
governments  and  business  try  to  predict  how  Delgamuukw  might  change 
negotiations  toward  new  treaties  or  lead  to  fresh  litigation,  some 
aboriginal  groups  are  using  Delgamuukw  in  court  cases.  Five  aboriginal 
nations  have  started,  or  restarted,  litigation  using,  in  part,  the  Supreme 
Court  decision  to  underpin  their  claims  to  aboriginal  title. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  involves  the  Sechelt  nation  on  the  Sunshine 
Coast  north  of  Vancouver.  In  1986,  the  Sechelt  negotiated  a self- 
government  act  that  gave  them  something  akin  to  the  powers  of  a municipal 
government  on  their  reserve.  Twelve  years  later,  partly  inspired  by 
Delgamuukw,  the  Sechelt  have  started  litigation  for  aboriginal  title  to  a 
large  region  of  what  they  say  is  their  traditional  territory  running  from 
the  coast  inland  between  Howe  Sound  and  an  area  north  of  Jervis  Inlet.  At 
least  seven  timber  companies,  including  such  giants  as  Fletcher  Challenge 


and  Canadian  Forest  Products,  have  leases  on  Crown  land  claimed  by  the 
Sechelt.  In  their  statement  of  claim,  the  Sechelt  argue  that  moneys  paid 
by  leaseholders  to  the  Crown  should  be  paid  to  the  Sechelt. 

In  words  inspired  by  Delgamuukw,  the  Sechelt  claim  to  have  been  "denied 
their  rights  of  occupation,  possession  and  use  of  the  traditional 
territory,  their  rights  to  choose  to  what  uses  the  traditional  territory 
may  be  put  and  to  realize  economic  benefits  from  the  traditional  territory. 
.."  Much  farther  north,  around  the  Nass  Valley,  the  Gitanyow  have  been 
arguing  for  years  that  84  per  cent  of  the  land  claimed  by  the  Nisga'a  is 
part  of  traditional  Gitanyow  territory.  Negotiations  toward  a final 
settlement  of  the  Nisga'a  claim,  meanwhile,  are  in  the  last  stage.  The 
Gitanyow,  in  a March  6 statement  of  claim,  insist  the  Nisga'a  negotiations 
are  unfair  because  they  exclude  the  Gitanyow.  The  echoes  of  Delgamuukw, 
which  significantly  widened  the  legal  weight  that  courts  must  give  oral 
renderings  of  historical  events  by  aboriginals,  are  heard  in  the  Gitanyow 
statement  of  claim. 

The  Gitanyow  claim  thus  illustrates  not  only  the  traditional  arguments 
by  aboriginal  peoples  against  the  Crown,  but  also  the  tensions  that  arise 
between  aboriginal  peoples  whose  claims  overlap.  A classic  instance  of 
that  intra-aboriginal  tension  occurred  on  April  22  when  the  Yale  band 
claimed  aboriginal  title,  including  the  right  to  fish,  on  part  of  the 
Fraser  River  where  the  federal  government  had  previously  allowed  the  Stolo 
nation  the  right  to  fish  commercially  as  well  as  for  ceremonial  and 
sustenance  purposes.  The  clash  of  rights,  and  the  search  for  commercial 
gain,  that  set  the  Stolo  and  Yale  against  each  other  is  something  endemic 
to  BC  land  claims  because  so  many  claims  overlap.  Even  the  area  claimed  by 
the  Sechelt  contains  a small  piece  of  territory  traditionally  claimed  by 
the  Sliammon. 

In  part  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Trench  near  the  finger-shaped  Williston 
Lake  northwest  of  Fort  St.  John,  overlapping  claims  involve  the  Takla  Lake 
band  and  the  Tsay  Keh  Dene.  Both  groups  have  started  litigation  to  halt 
the  Kemess  mine  owned  by  Royal  Oak  Mines.  That  mine  received  approval 
under  both  provincial  and  federal  environmental-assessment  laws,  but  the 
two  aboriginal  groups,  relying  on  Delgamuukw,  claim  that  none  of  the 
provincial  or  federal  statutes  are  lawful  because  they  infringe  on  the 
bands'  aboriginal  title.  The  claim  to  that  title  has  been  strengthened  by 
Delgamuukw.  Claims  to  aboriginal  title  certainly  did  not  begin  with  the 
Delgamuukw  decision.  Aboriginals  had  been  making  sweeping  claims  for  years 
and,  in  many  cases,  had  entered  a treaty-negotiation  process  with  Ottawa 
and  British  Columbia.  What  Delgamuukw  did,  in  ways  yet  to  be  tested  in 
courts  or  negotiations,  was  to  widen  the  support  underlying  aboriginal 
arguments  for  title. 

The  result  has  been  business  uncertainty  about  who  has  which  rights  over 
wide  swaths  of  British  Columbia.  Delgamuukw  also  has  caused  Ottawa  and 
Victoria  to  rethink  the  treaty  negotiation  process.  Announcement  of  a new 
process,  or  a streamlined  variation  of  the  old  one  is  expected  soon.  That 
Delgamuukw  may  be  hugely  consequential  is  widely  acknowledged,  but  just 
how  those  consequences  will  play  themselves  out  remains  the  subject  of 
speculation,  hope  and  anxiety. 


Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail  - mailto:letters@GlobeAndMail.ca 
More  information  Delgamuukw  and  the  BC  Treaty  Process: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/scchoax. html 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ Clark/ switlo . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/97delrul . html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


"RE:  4,000,000  Voices  for  Chiapas"  

Date:  Tue,  26  May  1998  22:25:56  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub  j : 4,000,000  voices  for  Chiapas 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

(I  don't  have  to  love  the  Christians;  just  use  'em...  sort  of  a fractional 
payback) 

We,  the  Ottawa  Committee  for  Solidarity  with  Chiapas,  can  announce  with 
sincere  thanks  and  deep  humility,  that  our  small  voice,  in  support  of  the 
Mayan  peoples  in  Chiapas  & other  Indigenous  Nations  in  Mexico,  has  been 
heard  and  ACTED  upon  by  several  million  Canadians  this  past  Sunday. 

At  their  Annual  Assembly,  the  Montreal  and  Ottawa  Conference  of  The 
United  Church  of  Canada,  representing  over  400  congregations  in  Quebec  and 
Ontario  provinces,  on  24  May,  1998,  UNANIMOUSLY  passed  the  following 
resolution.  This  resolution  will  UNDOUBTEDLY  be  carried  forward  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  ALL  of  the  UCC's  Conferences  of  Canada  later  this 
year,  and  will  UNDOUBTEDLY  pass  unanimously  there  also. 

The  United  Church  of  Canada  is  the  largest  Protestant  Christian  Church  in 
Canada,  formed  in  1925  with  the  coming  together  of  the  Presbyterian, 
Methodist  and  Congregationalist  denominations.  There  are  roughly  1,000,000 
families  (approx  4,000,000  people)  across  Canada  who  are  active  members  of 
the  Church. 

We  extend  our  deepest  and  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the  United  Church  of 
Canada  for  this  commitment  to  the  well-being  and  liberty  of  the  Maya  in 
Chiapas  and  to  that  of  all  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples  in  Mexico. 
masi:CHO. . . 

(cut)  

THE  ANNUAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  OTTAWA  & MONTREAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  UNITED 

CHURCH  OF  CANADA 

22-24  MAY,  1998 

MONTREAL,  QUEBEC,  CANADA 

RESOLUTION 

Title:  Dustice  for  the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  Chiapas 

Submitted  by:  Members  of  the  Ottawa  Presbytery 

WHEREAS  the  unjust  system  of  racism  and  economic  and  political  repression 

being  practised  against  the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  Chiapas  is  contrary  to 

the  life  and  teachings  of  Desus  Christ,  and 

WHEREAS  mindful  that  Canada  is  a trading  partner  with  Mexico  through 
NAFTA,  but  that  Canada's  sales  of  munitions  to  the  Mexican  Army,  which  may 
have  been  used  to  kill  and  maim  Mayan  children,  women  and  men  in  Chiapas, 
have  drastically  increased  since  1995,  and 

WHEREAS  21  women,  9 children  and  15  men  were  assassinated  in  Acteal  in 
December,  while  countless  others  were  horribly  maimed  and  disfigured,  by 
army-backed  paramilitary  groups,  and  that  the  army  and  these  groups  are 
responsible  for  countless  deaths,  disappearances  and  illegal  detentions 
since  then,  and 

WHEREAS  members  of  the  clergy  in  Chiapas  and  neighbouring  Guatemala  have 
increasingly  become  the  targets  of  death  squads  and  harassment,  as 
witnessed  by  the  threats  on  the  life  of  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  of  San 
Cristobal  de  las  Casas  and  the  murder  of  Bishop  Girardi  of  Guatemala  who 
documented  and  analysed  tens  of  thousands  of  cases  of  human  rights 
violations  in  recent  years  against  Mayan  Indians,  and 
WHEREAS  some  tens  of  thousands  of  Chiapas  citizens  have  been  forcibly 
displaced  to  refugee  camps  in  the  most  inhumane  of  living  conditions  and 
that  the  70,000  strong  Mexican  Army  has  instituted  a campaign  of  terror  in 
Chiapas,  including  the  wholesale  raping  of  women  and  the  deliberate 
setting  of  countless  forest  fires  whose  smoke  is  choking  the  skies  as  far 
north  as  Texas,  and 

WHEREAS  even  before  the  worsening  conditions  brought  on  by  the  current 
troubles,  extreme  poverty  and  desolation  existed  in  the  region  as  a result 
of  the  systemic  racism,  including  2/3  of  the  population  being  illiterate, 
having  no  running  water  or  electricity,  and 


WHEREAS,  on  May  11,  1998,  the  Head  of  the  Canadian  Parliamentary 
Delegation  to  Chiapas  declared  that  the  five  MP's  had  seen  indescribable 
suffering  and  abject  misery  in  the  camps,  which  are  the  direct  result  of 
the  abuse  of  human  rights,  and  in  February,  the  210  member  International 
Civil  Commission  for  Human  Rights  in  Chiapas  discovered  intensive 
militarisation  of  the  area  by  the  Mexican  Government,  unspeakable  actions 
by  the  army-backed  paramilitary  groups,  a generalised  campaign  of  terror, 
and  the  repression  against  all  forms  of  organisation  by  civil  society,  and 
WHEREAS  the  Mexican  Government  has  unceremoniously  expelled  all  human 
rights  observers  from  the  area,  including  two  young  Canadian  women  in 
April  1998  and  an  Italian  delegation  of  130  human  rights  observers  on  May 
10,  1998,  and 

WHEREAS  the  Mexican  Government  negotiated  and  signed  the  San  Andres  Peace 
Accords  in  February  1996  but  has  since  by  all  appearances  chosen  a path  of 
deliberate  suffering,  genocide  and  of  seeking  the  absolute  submission  of 
the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  Chiapas. 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  M & 0 Conference  of  the  United  Church 
of  Canada,  urge  the  Government  of  Canada,  via  a letter  to  the  Minister  of 
External  Affairs,  the  Honourable  Lloyd  Axworthy: 

1.  To  impose  an  immediate  moratorium  on  the  approval  of  all  export  permits 
for  the  sale  of  bullets  and  other  military  munitions  to  Mexico;  and, 

2.  To  pressure  the  Mexican  Government  to  demilitarize  Chiapas  and  to 
disarm  all  paramilitary  groups;  and, 

3.  To  impress  upon  Mexico  the  urgent  need  to  allow  Chiapas  people  to  leave 
the  refugee  camps  immediately  and  return  safely  to  their  communities;  and, 

4.  To  pressure  the  Mexican  Government  to  accept  the  presence  in  Chiapas  of 
the  International  Red  Cross  and  of  international  and  Mexican  human  rights 
observers  in  all  of  the  communities;  and 

5.  To  fully  implement  the  San  Andres  Accords  as  signed  in  February,  1996 

CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY  - SUNDAY,  24  MAY,  1998  - IN  MONTREAL,  QUEBEC,  CANADA 

"RE : A Slow,  Simmering  War"  

Date:  Fri,  29  May  1998  10:17:48  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  owner -chia pa s95-english@eco . utexas . edu  (Chiapas95-english) (FWD) 

Sub j : E;PhInq:In  Chiapas,  a slow,  simmering  war.  May  25 
This  posting  has  been  forwarded  to  you  as  a service  of 
Accion  Zapatista  de  Austin. 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Mon,  25  May  1998  21:59:20  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Mauricio  Banda  <Mauricio . Banda@zenith . com> 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  May  25,  1998 
In  southern  Mexico,  a slow,  simmering  war 
Some  flee  Chiapas  while  others  are  forced  out. 

By  Gwen  Florio 

INQUIRER  STAFF  WRITER 

Inquirer  photographs  by  Ron  Cortes 

MORELIA,  Mexico  --  The  men  of  Morelia  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

Women  now  form  the  front  lines  in  the  four-year  test  of  wills  between  the 
government  and  the  Zapatista  rebels  in  Mexico's  southern  state  of  Chiapas. 
The  men  are  in  hiding,  wary  of  a recent  government  crackdown  in  which 
foreigners  have  been  deported  and  Mexican  citizens  arrested  during 
military  raids  on  villages  aligned  with  the  Zapatistas. 

So  when  Mexican  army  troops  tried  to  enter  Morelia  --  a self-proclaimed 
"center  of  resistance"  against  the  government  --  barefoot  women  with 
babies  swaying  on  their  backs  stooped  to  grab  sticks  and  stones,  then 
rushed  to  confront  heavily  armed  men  in  trucks. 

"We  yelled  at  them:  'Go  back  to  your  military  camps!'  " said  one  woman, 
chortling  at  the  memory  of  the  soldiers'  frustrated  retreat  earlier  this 
year. 

But  then  her  smile  faded  and  her  voice  thickened  as  she  added:  "We  think 
they  will  try  to  come  back.  And  if  they  come  back,  there  will  be  more 
death . " 


There  has  been  plenty  of  death  in  Chiapas  since  Ian.  1,  1994,  when  the 
Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation  --  led  by  the  ski-masked,  pipe- 
smoking Subcomandante  Marcos,  who  posts  progress  reports  and  poetry  on  the 
Internet  --  staged  an  uprising  in  Mexico's  poorest  state.  More  than  150 
people  were  killed  before  a cease-fire  was  called  after  11  days. 

Now,  after  four  years  of  on-again,  off-again  peace  talks  between  the 
Zapatistas  and  the  government,  Chiapas  seems  more  at  war  than  ever: 

* About  one-third  of  Mexico's  military  is  here,  with  50,000  troops 
patrolling  roads  and  manning  checkpoints  near  Zapatista-aligned 
communities  such  as  Morelia. 

* The  military  is  reinforced  by  state 

security  police  and  immigration  officials  and  by  paramilitary  groups 
--  allegedly  backed  by  the  ruling  political  party  --  that  roam  the 
hills  and  jungles,  terrorizing  residents,  human-rights  groups  say. 

* About  15,000  people  have  fled  their  homes  for  makeshift  refugee 
settlements  in  the  mountains  and  in  the  highland  colonial  town  of  San 
Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  the  nearest  city  to  the  troubled  communities. 

* And  at  least  1,000  more  people  have  been  killed. 

Most  of  the  dead  were  slain  singly  or  in  small  groups.  Locals  liken  the 
nature  of  the  low-intensity  warfare  to  el  chupacabras,  a blood-sucking 
monster  of  Latin  American  legend. 

The  single  worst  incident  of  the  drawn-out  conflict  occurred  three  days 
before  Christmas,  when  paramilitaries  slaughtered  45  unarmed  people, 
including  three  pregnant  women  and  15  babies  and  children,  who  had  sought 
refuge  in  a church  in  the  highlands  hamlet  of  Acteal. 

The  massacre  refocused  international  attention  on  the  troubles  in 
Chiapas.  There  are  an  estimated  4,500  North  Americans  and  Europeans  in  the 
state,  many  of  them  human-rights  workers  drawn  by  the  conflict. 

Some  200  have  been  expelled  since  1994.  Recently,  the  government  stepped 
up  that  pace  with  the  expulsion  of  12  foreigners  on  Easter,  when  750 
troops  raided  the  village  of  Taniperlas  near  the  Lacondon  jungle.  Earlier 
this  month,  Mexico  expelled  more  than  100  members  of  an  Italian  human- 
rights  delegation  who  tried  to  enter  Taniperlas  to  check  on  conditions 
after  the  raid. 

The  communities  targeted  for  military  raids  are,  like  Morelia,  among  the 
42  of  Chiapas'  110  municipalities  that  have  declared  themselves  autonomous 
from  the  state  and  federal  government.  That  makes  them  natural  targets  for 
the  soldiers  who  enter  on  the  pretext  of  ferreting  out  criminals,  drugs, 
arms  --  and  meddling  foreigners. 

Word  of  such  military  actions  travels  a rumor  mill  far  more  swiftly  than 
via  the  spotty  and  ineffective  telephone  service.  In  Morelia,  where  people 
live  in  homes  with  dirt  floors  and  cook  over  open  fires,  the  details  of 
the  raid  in  Taniperlas  --  a town  more  than  five  hours  away  --  are  well- 
known.  "We  don't  want  what  happened  in  Taniperlas  to  happen  here,"  said  a 
woman  who,  like  nearly  everyone  interviewed,  did  not  want  her  name  used. 

As  was  the  case  in  Taniperlas,  a group  of  foreign  human-rights  observers 
lives  in  Morelia. 

"We've  seen  what  happens  when  the  army  comes,"  the  woman  added  bitterly, 
referring  to  a 1994  raid  on  Morelia  that  left  three  elders  dead  and  homes 
looted  and  burned.  "They  grab  the  men.  They  torture  them.  They  kill  people. 

"The  government  has  never  done  anything  for  the  peasants.  If  it  had, 
there  wouldn't  be  this  situation." 

The  whole  point  of  the  rebellion  was  to  make  life  better  for  the 
peasants . 

Chiapas  is  richer  in  resources,  mainly  oil  and  electricity,  than  any 
other  state  in  Mexico.  Yet,  except  for  a handful  of  landowners,  its  people 
are  the  country's  poorest. 

"It's  got  the  highest  incidence  of  everything  --  illiteracy,  infant 
mortality,  female  death-in-childbirth  rates,"  said  Tom  Davies,  who  heads 
the  Latin  American  studies  department  at  San  Diego  State  University. 

Worst  off  are  the  state's  700,000  indigenous  people,  descendants  of  the 
Mayans.  It  was  on  their  behalf  that  the  Zapatistas  --  who  take  their  name 
from  Emiliano  Zapata,  who  championed  the  rights  of  peasants  during  the 
Mexican  Revolution  (1910-11)  --  staged  the  uprising. 

The  1994  revolt  was  timed  to  coincide  with  the  inauguration  of  the  North 


American  Free  Trade  Agreement.  NAFTA  was  supposed  to  boost  Mexico's 
faltering  economy,  but  many  would-be  investors  took  one  look  at  the 
rebellion  and  balked,  Davies  said. 

"Not  only  did  capital  leave  Mexico,  but  millions  of  dollars  didn't  come 
in,"  he  said.  "Businessmen  don't  like  revolution." 

That  reality  helped  push  the  government  into  negotiations  with  the 
Zapatistas.  In  1996,  the  two  sides  signed  an  agreement  that,  among  other 
things,  allowed  Indian  communities  to  set  up  their  own  local  governments. 

But  the  federal  government,  led  by  President  Ernesto  Zedillo,  never 
passed  the  laws  necessary  to  put  the  reforms  into  effect.  Thus,  the 
government  now  claims  that  autonomous  communities,  such  as  Morelia, 
violate  Mexican  law. 

In  March,  Zedillo  infuriated  Zapatista  supporters  by  proposing  laws 
based  on  a watered-down  version  of  the  1996  accord.  When  the  Zapatistas 
rejected  the  unilaterally  rewritten  plan,  Zedillo  accused  them  of  being 
unwilling  to  negotiate. 

Late  last  month,  Zedillo  flew  to  Chiapas,  where  he  announced  a hefty 
financial-aid  package  to  municipalities  there.  In  effect,  the  money  is 
going  to  towns  governed  by  his  own  Industrial  Revolutionary  Party  (PRI), 
since  Zapatista  communities  refuse  all  state  and  federal  aid. 

While  in  Chiapas,  Zedillo  made  a series  of  televised  speeches  in  PRI- 
controlled  towns.  At  each  one,  front-row  seats  were  given  over  to  the 
highly  telegenic  Indians,  the  women  in  their  brightly  embroidered  blouses, 
the  men  in  traditional  short  white  shirts  and  beribboned  hats. 

"The  government  will  never  take  the  path  of  violence  and  death.  That 
generates  hate,"  Zedillo  told  the  crowds  of  party  loyalists.  "...  But 
that  doesn't  mean  we  don't  need  to  establish  order  in  the  state." 

Some  human-rights  observers  found  his  words  ominous. 

"It's  a myth  for  the  government,  for  Zedillo,  to  say,  'We  only  want  a 
peaceful  solution, ' " said  Eric  Olson,  senior  associate  for  Mexico  at  the 
Washington  Office  on  Latin  America,  a human-rights  organization. 

"Although  this  conflict  has  taken  on  new  dimensions  that  are  not 
military,  I think  the  government  has  seen  this  as  a military  conflict,  an 
armed  insurgency,  so  they've  developed  this  process  to  deal  with  it." 

Until  recently,  the  government  dealt  with  Chiapas  by  participating  in 
sporadic  peace  talks.  Otherwise,  it  mostly  ignored  the  problems  here, 
attributing  them  to  quarrels  among  local  factions.  Now,  in  a sharp  change 
in  policy,  the  government  has  shifted  the  blame  to  foreigners. 

The  Zapatista  Army,  never  much  of  a military  force  --  at  most,  it  had 
about  2,000  soldiers,  a number  estimated  to  have  dwindled  to  a few  hundred 
--  has  vocal  supporters  in  both  Europe  and  the  United  States. 

These  days,  it  more  resembles  a social  movement  than  an  army.  But  the 
government,  with  its  military  raids  and  deportations,  isn't  treating  it 
that  way. 

The  raids  keep  villagers  on  edge.  The  deportations  affect  human-rights 
workers,  some  of  whom  live  or  work  in  Zapatista-aligned  communities  as 
observers.  Many  are  in  Chiapas  on  six-month  tourist  visas. 

The  Mexican  authorities  have  begun  enforcing  a ban  on  interference  by 
tourists  in  national  politics.  Immigration  authorities  have  set  up 
checkpoints  outside  Acteal,  Morelia  and  other  sensitive  areas.  Often, 
people  with  tourist  visas  are  firmly  turned  away. 

David  Fluey,  of  Global  Exchange,  a San  Francisco-based  human-rights  group 
with  a branch  in  San  Cristobal,  said  the  crackdown  had  severely  curtailed 
his  agency's  work,  which  includes  arranging  "reality  tours"  for  people 
interested  in  the  conflict. 

"We  just  can't  go  anywhere,"  he  said.  "It's  a nightmare.  Some  places  you 
can  get  to,  but  it's  real  cloak-and-dagger  stuff." 

About  half  of  the  15,000  people  who  have  fled  their  homes  during  the 
four  years  of  the  Zapatista  uprising  have  settled  in  and  around  the 
village  of  Polho,  which  clings  to  a steep  mountainside  in  the  Chenhalo 
region,  where  coffee  is  grown. 

The  refugees  have  overwhelmed  the  town,  formerly  home  to  just  3,000 
people,  and  attracted  the  unwelcome  attention  of  the  military,  which 
maintains  a post  just  outside  Polho. 

Every  half-hour  or  so,  an  olive-drab  truck  full  of  soldiers  lurches  past. 


slowing  for  los  topes  --  the  speed  bumps  --  that  add  to  the  challenge  of 
driving  on  Chiapas'  twisting  mountain  roads. 

The  passing  trucks  are  eyeballed  by  a row  of  Tzotzil  Indian  women 
sitting  behind  a rope  stretched  across  the  dirt  track  that  runs  from  the 
main  road  down  into  Polho. 

The  women  have  guarded  the  road  in  shifts  24  hours  a day  since  the 
army's  Easter  raid  on  Taniperlas.  Like  that  village,  Polho  is  a Zapatista 
town.  Now  Polho 's  men,  deemed  most  likely  to  be  targeted  for  violence,  are 
in  hiding  in  the  mountains.  Its  women  are  braced  for  a similar  raid  on 
Polho,  and  say  they  are  not  running  away  anymore. 

The  refugees  are  from  different  villages  but  tell  similar  stories. 

"It  was  Nov.  10,"  said  a woman  from  the  village  of  Esperanza  in  the 
formalized  phrases  of  Tzotzil.  "It  was  cold  and  raining. 

"The  paramilitaries  came  in  with  the  soldiers.  They  began  to  shoot  so 
that  people  would  go  running.  They  burned  houses  and  robbed  the  people  of 
all  their  belongings. 

"We  ran  to  the  mountains  for  one  night.  Then  we  came  here.  We  were  left 
with  only  the  clothes  we  were  wearing." 

The  Tzotzil  are  poor  enough  as  it  is.  Village  homes  are  made  of  rough 
boards,  with  gaping  holes  between  them.  Several  people,  and  not  a few  dogs 
and  chickens,  share  two  or  three  rooms. 

But  such  houses  seem  cozy  compared  with  the  flimsy  shelters  the  refugees 
have  constructed  by  fastening  huge  sheets  of  plastic  --  some  printed  with 
larger-than-life  portraits  of  Michael  Iordan  --  to  frameworks  of  sticks. 

Outside  the  shelters,  the  air  is  hazy  and  sooty  from  weeks  of  forest 
fires.  Inside,  with  the  added  smoke  of  cooking  fires,  it  is  nearly 
impossible  to  breathe. 

"Oh,  God,  our  children  are  so  sick,"  said  the  woman,  whose  little  boys, 
wearing  only  shirts,  breathed  raspily,  their  faces  crusted  with  mucus. 
"They  all  have  colds  and  coughs  and  diarrhea." 

But  at  least,  she  added,  they  have  been  safe  in  Polho. 

As  are  Polho  and  Morelia,  Oventic  is  a "center  of  resistance." 

But  since  the  1994  cease-fire,  the  Zapatistas  have  declared  that  all 
resistance  must  be  nonviolent.  That  helps  them  retain  credibility  in  peace 
negotiations,  but  it  also  lowers  their  profile. 

"It's  very  difficult,"  said  a masked  woman  at  the  entrance  to  Oventic. 
"We  can  hardly  stand  it." 

Tugging  her  bandanna  up  over  her  face,  she  added:  "But  we  have  to  keep 
resisting  without  violence.  If  we  use  violence,  that's  what  the  government 
wants . " 

The  women  of  Morelia  were  not  so  sanguine  about  the  prospects  for 
avoiding  violence.  Since  the  recent  crackdown,  they  have  been  afraid  to 
work  in  their  fields  for  fear  that  the  army  might  invade  the  town  while 
they  are  gone. 

"We're  running  out  of  food,"  one  woman  said.  "We  don't  know  what  to  do. 
Our  children  are  crying  for  tortillas.  They  can't  handle  hunger  like  we 
can . 

"It  gives  us  strength  to  know  that  we  can  throw  out  the  army,  but.  . .." 

She  shook  her  head  and  fell  silent  for  a while. 

"They  will  be  back.  People  will  die.  We're  just  waiting." 

Related  material: 

* PHOTO  ESSAY:  Life  in  Chiapas 

http: //www3 . phillynews . com/photo/ inq /chiapas 
Standing  guard  in  Polho,  a Zapatista  town.  Women  have  kept 
watch  in  round-the-clock  shifts  since  an  army  raid  on  another  village. 
(Inquirer  / Ron  Cortes) 

Inquirer  staff  writer  Gwen  Florio  reported  and  wrote  this  article  before 
traveling  to  Oregon  to  report  on  the  high  school  shootings 
there . 

(c)1998  Philadelphia  Newspapers  Inc. 
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URGENT  CALL  FROM  THE  "VOICE  OF  CERRO  HUECO"  PRISONERS  OF  CHIAPAS 

The  Human  Rights  department  of  ENLACE  CIVIL  A.C.  is  issuing  an  urgent 
call  for  solidarity  with  the  83  political  prisoners  of  LA  VOZ  and  their  83 
spouses  and  average  of  5 children  each.  The  prisoners  are  dispersed  in 
jails  in  Cerro  Hueco,  Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  Yajalon,  Salto  de  Agua,  Pichucalco 
(in  Chiapas)  and  Tocotalpa  (Tabasco) 

The  families  of  these  prisoners  are  living  in  complete  deprivation  and 
hunger,  the  majority  of  the  women  and  children  are  located  in  indigenous 
villages  surrounded  by  paramilitary  forces,  with  no  possibility  of  farming 
or  finding  sustenance,  with  babies  and  small  children  and  no  source  of 
income.  The  women  have  no  money  to  eat  with,  much  less  to  travel  to  visit 
their  imprisoned  spouses. 

In  all  the  visits  to  the  prisoners  carried  out  by  observers  or  by  the 
Enlace  , the  only  thing  the  prisoners  ask  is  "to  gain  our  freedom  or  feed 
our  children." 

The  concern  and  worry  for  family  members'  situation,  cut  off  by  the  very 
poverty  in  which  they  live,  makes  live  unbearable  for  those  in  confinement 
and  for  the  women  and  children  it  is  difficult  to  go  on. 

In  a letter  sent  to  the  Enlace  Civil  the  prisoners  of  The  Voice  of  Cerro 
Hueco  say:  "we  ask  for  the  support  and  solidarity  for  our  families  who  are 
alone  with  our  sons  and  daughters  and  as  fathers  we  have  the  commitment  to 
support  them  and  supply  the  daily  needs.  We  acknowledge  that  we  are  jailed 
for  our  cause  and  in  the  name  of  change  for  all,  and  we  are  political 
prisoners,  not  criminals.  We  will  not  remain  silent,  we  will  continue  to 
speak  out  in  the  name  of  The  Voice  of  Cerro  Gueco,  we  will  continue  to 
issue  a weekly  bulletin. 

According  to  the  lawyer  for  The  Voice  of  Cerro  Hueco,  Miguel  Angel  de 
Los  Santos,  "the  penitentiaries  in  Chiapas,  called  Centers  for  Social 
Readaptation,  are  widely  known  for  their  overpopulation.  1200  prisoners 
are  incarcerated  in  in  the  Cerro  Hueco  prison,  the  largest  in  the  state, 
located  in  Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  with  a capacity  of  300.  Convicted  criminals, 
and  those  in  preventative  detention  awaiting  trial  all  share  the  same 
space.  There  is  no  distinction  between  those  supposedly  incarcerated  for 
serious  crimes  and  those  accused  of  lesser  crimes,  nor  between  those  who 
have  committed  federal  or  local  offenses. 

Currently  56  prisoners  of  The  Voice  of  Cerro  Hueco  share  two  toilets 
that  they  had  to  construct  themselves.  Miguel  Angel  de  Los  Santos  states: 
"The  conditions  of  life  in  the  for  the  inmates  are  abysmal,  18  of  the 
members  of  The  Voice  of  Cerro  Gueco  sleep  in  a space  of  four  by  six  meters, 
the  bathing  facilities  are  collective  and  the  supply  of  drinking  water  is 
irregular.  All  sleep  on  cardboard  on  the  floor  and  in  some  cells,  when 
there  are  beds  they  are  cots  in  which  one  can  only  lie  down  and  never  sit. 
The  opportunities  for  work  are  minimal,  there  is  a carpentry  workshop  but 
it  lacks  the  basic  tools  and  materials.  The  medical  service  is  totally 
deficient;  if  it  is  even  possible  to  obtain  a visit  to  a doctor,  one  is 
attended  to  with  discourtesy  and  a certain  disdain  if  one  is  indigenous, 
and  necessary  medicines  and  even  bandages  are  lacking." 

The  human  rights  of  the  inmates  are  not  recognized,  the  inmate  is 
assumed  guilty  before  trial.  The  benefits  of  freedom  established  by  law 
are  not  applied. 

THE  INMATES  OF  THE  VOICE  OF  CERRO  HUECO  NEED  YOUR  HELP 
They  request: 

- Urgent  action  and  political  support  for  their  freedom  and  their 
consideration  as  prisoners  of  concience. 

- Support  for  their  families 

- 83  mattresses  for  sleeping 

- Sheets 

- Cooking  pots  and  pans,  plates  and  spoons 

- Lamps  and  wiring  to  repair  electric  installation  which  is  totally 


deteriorated  and  dangerous  to  the  prisoners 

- Materials  to  repair  the  roof  of  the  prison  which  is  full  of  leaks,  before 
the  arrival  of  the  rainy  season 

- Materials  for  hand  work,  thread  to  make  hammocks  TK  and  handbags  which 
can  later  be  sold  by  the  inmates,  simple  carpentry  material,  wood  and 
tools 

- A television  and  video  recorder 

- Funds  to  purchase  medicine,  including  insulin 

Another  project  of  The  Voice  of  Cerro  Hueco  is  to  establish  a literacy 
program  so  the  captives  can  learn  to  read  nd  write  during  their 
encarceration . Also  planned,  if  at  all  possible,  is  to  appoint  one  of  them 
as  a health  specialist  to  attend  to  medical  needs  of  the  members  of  the 
organisation . 

There  is  one  special  case:  the  killer  of  Trinidad  Cruz  Lopez  is  held  in 
Palenque  and  every  week  four  witnesses  must  go  to  testify  at  the  prison  so 
he  is  not  set  free.  The  widow,  who  has  several  children  including  one  still 
breastfeeding,  must  pay  the  costs  of  the  travel  for  the  witnesses,  which 
comes  to  120  peso  per  week  which  the  woman  does  not  have.  She  is  making  a 
call  to  the  international  community  to  assist  her  that  the  killer  of  her 
husband  pays  the  price  of  his  crime. 

Account  number: 

Bank:  BANCOMER 

PLAZA  437,  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  Chiapas,  Mexico 
Account:  1000853-3 
Name:  Mercedes  Osuna 

Send  a fax  of  the  receipt  with  a clear  heading  "Para  los  presos"  (for  the 
inmates)  to  52-967-82104 
Thank  you  for  your  attention! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Annex: 

MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  "THE  VOICE  OF  CERRO  HUECO" 

This  organisation  of  prisoners,  the  majority  of  whom  are  indigenous  was 
born  in  August  of  1996.  Between  August  and  December  of  that  year  they 
carried  out  two  hunger  strikes.  In  March  of  1997,  the  families  of  the 
prisoners  organized  a major  sit-in  before  the  Palace  of  Government  of 
Tuxtla  Gutierrez  which  lasted  over  two  months.  In  February  of  1998  the 
indigenous  of  The  Voice  of  Cerro  Gueco  initiated  another  hunger  strike  to 
demand  the  freedom  of  all  the  political  prisoners,  after  selective  release 
of  some  of  its  members.  In  april  of  the  same  year  they  declared  themselves 
in  non-violent  resistance  and  refused  to  obey  the  guards. 

The  organization  has  spread  to  other  prisons.  The  groups  of  the 
Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation  members  who  are  imprisoned  in  the 
jails  of  Yajalon,  Pichucalco,  Salto  de  Agua  and  Tacotalpa  (Tabasco),  have 
united  with  The  Voice  of  Cerro  Heuco  and  receive  support  from  its  outside 
representatives;  former  prisoners  such  as  Abelardo  Torres  and  Artemio 
Ramirez  serve  as  spokesmen  for  the  movement  and  liaison  between  the  various 
prisons  and  with  the  inmates'  families. 

The  majority  of  the  prisoners  of  The  Voice  of  Cerro  Hueco  are  indigenous 
Choles  from  the  northern  region  of  the  state,  accused  by  members  of  the 
paramilitary  group  Peace  and  Justice,  linked  to  the  Institutional 
Revolutionary  Party  (PRI).  In  recent  months,  indigenous  and  non- 
indigenous  people  arrested  in  military  offensives  and  police  actions 
against  the  autonomous  communities  in  Taniperlas  (the  autonomous 
municipality  Ricardo  Flores  Magon)  and  in  Amparo  Aguatinta  (municipality 
of  Tierra  y Libertad)  have  become  members  of  The  voice  of  Cerro  Hueco. 

The  attorney  Miguel  Angel  de  Los  Santos,  principal  counsel  for  the  group, 
explains  that  "the  prisoners  of  The  Voice  of  Cerro  Hueco  call  themselves 
'politicals'  because  they're  Zapatistas,  their  accusers  are  always  from 
the  PRI  and  never  confront  those  whom  they  accuse,  the  accusations  are 
broadly  false  or  not  credible,  the  authorities  of  justice  act  with  clear 
partiality,  when  the  arrests,  when  they  are  carried  out  by  the  police,  seem 
more  to  be  a pretext  for  penetrating  the  Zapatista  communities.  I am  sure 
that  if  they  were  from  the  PRI  they  would  not  be  in  jail.  One  example:  the 
high  number  of  secret  inquiries  which  are  carried  out  against  the 
paramilitary  group  'Peace  and  Dustice'  which  operates  in  the  northern 


region  where  most  of  the  Zapatista  prisoners  come  from." 

According  to  this  attorney,  the  form  of  the  persecution  which  weighs  on 
the  indigenous  of  The  Voice  of  Cerro  Hueco  is  always  the  same:  persons  who 
call  themselves  victims,  normally  from  the  PRI,  go  to  the  Public  Ministry 
accompanied  by  their  witnesses,  they  are  attended  to  with  extraordinary 
speed  and  an  inquiry  is  begun  without  any  investigation  to  demonstrate 
responsibility.  " It  is  enough  to  point  a finger  to  establish  a crime." 

De  los  Santos  provides  an  example:  "in  the  file  228/96  set  out  in  the 
Mixed  court  of  Yajalon,  there  are  16  arrest  orders  for  crimes  of  homicide, 
assault  and  deprivation  of  liberty.  The  inquiry  consists  of  affidavits 
from  victims  and  witnesses,  in  addition  to  petitions  from  the  community 
indicating  "that  they  should  find  a way  to  do  justice  against  the 
aggressors  of  the  guerilla  organisation  Arriera  Nocturna,  since  on  that  day 
they  provoked  the  beginning  of  the  conflict  in  Patastal  and  corosal  Viejo, 
Zapatista  communities,  against  corosal  Nuevo,  of  the  official  PRI  party." 

In  his  ministerial  affidavit,  one  of  the  supposed  aggrieved  mentions  that 
"The  one  with  the  voice  belongs  to  the  organisation  called  Peace  and 
lustice  and  therefore  pertains  to  the  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party. 

In  the  criminal  file  269/95  set  out  in  Yajalon  for  crimes  of  rebellion, 
assault,  rape  and  deprivation  of  liberty,  the  supposed  victims  declare 
that  "The  ones  that  took  care  of  us  always  said  that  their  chief  was  the 
priest  Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia  and  Amado  Avendano,  and  that  they  were  from  the 
new  government .. .that  other  priests  arrived  whom  they  called  Pablo, 

Rodolfo,  Carlos  Lorens,  Horiberto,  Roberto,  Efrain..."  seven  indigenous 
Choles  who  have  spent  15  years  in  prison  were  detained  for  these  crimes 
and  accusations  in  the  month  of  lune  in  1995.  Three  priests  of  the  San 
Cristobal  Dioses  were  deported  from  the  country. 

"Most  of  the  Zapatista  prisoners  were  arrested  and  detained  under  these 
circumstances,"  states  the  attorney.  " The  judges  in  every  case  omitted 
the  objective  and  impartial  analysis  of  the  previous  inquiry.  These 
investigations  are  deficient,  based  in  unprovable  allegations,  illegal 
arrests  and  violations  of  individual  rights  and  guarantees,  and  are  the 
base  for  long  criminal  trials  culminating  in  long  prison  sentences." 

The  presumption  of  innocence  and  due  process  is  ignored  throughout,  as 
well  as  the  prisoner's  condition.  Explains  Miguel  Angel  de  los  Santos: 
"Adolfo  Lopez  Vazquez,  an  indigenous  Choi,  indicted  for  homicide,  found 
himself  at  his  sentencing,  without  having  had  the  aid  of  a translator 
since  his  first  statement  of  the  trial.  The  presiding  judge  said  that 
Adolfo  didn't  need  a translator  because  he  spoke  Spanish  perfectly  and  in 
addition  stated,  'My  housekeeper  is  also  a Choi  and  she  speaks  Spanish 
very  well.'  In  june  of  1996  the  judge  in  Yajalon  condemned  five  indigenous 
Choles  to  15  to  23  years  imprisonment  on  charges  of  rape  and  deprivation 
of  liberty.  In  absolving  them  of  the  charge  of  rebellion  (considered  in 
the  Criminal  Code  as  a political  crime)  the  judge  argued  that  "Being 
ethnic  Choles  they  are  easily  manipulated  by  the  leaders  and  they  readily 
obey  them,  rather  than  the  leaders  imposing  obedience  on  the  people." 

(Final  ruling,  criminal  file  269/95)  In  the  same  file,  one  year  later,  the 
same  judge  condemned  Miguel  Montejo  Penate  to  15  years  in  prison.  In  his 
brief  the  judge  writes:  "...the  full  responsibility  is  proven  by  the 
statements  which  established  the  indictment ...  outstanding  in  its 
importance  the  direct  and  categorical  accusations  of  the  victims."  However, 
at  no  time  did  anyone  indicate  to  Miguel  who  were  the  said  victims.  Both 
sentences  were  confirmed  in  appeal,  despite  clear  demonstration  of  lack  of 
evidence . 
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"RE : Native  American  Spirituality  and  Prisons"  

Date:  Sun,  31  May  1998  00:06:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Barbara  Russell  <brussell@oz . net> 

Sub j : Native  American  Spirituality 

UUCP  email 

This  is  just  part  of  the  article  on  NA  Spirituality  & prisons.  Note  the 
first  paragraph  --  Do  you  agree  or  disagree? 

the  www  site  address  is:  http://caselaw.findlaw.com/ 

BEGIN  QUOTE 

The  solution  to  the  Native  American  prisoner  religious  freedom  issue  rests 
with  Congress.  It  must  act  to  halt  the  religious  persecution  of  native 
prisoners.  Until  the  Indian  people  band  together  in  a spirit  of  oneness  to 
demand  that  these  practices  be  stopped,  the  oppression  and  persecution  of 
Native  American  prisoners  will  continue. 

II.  Native  American  Spirituality 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  "white  man"  to  the  lands  of  what  is  now  known  as 
the  United  States,  Native  Americans  have  been  fighting  to  keep  their 
spiritual  practices  alive.  Right  from  the  beginning.  Native  American 
religious  practices  were  misunderstood  and  forbidden.  Christian 
missionaries  believed  that  Native  Spirituality  was  a "worthless 
superstition  inspired  by  the  Christian  devil,  Satan."  (4)  The  United 
States  government  tried 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Taino-L,  AISESnet,  Minn  Ind 
Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native; 

The  Red  Road  Newsletter;  Northern  Plains  Media  Consortium 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


We  preferred  our  own  way  of  living.  We  were  no  expense  to  the 
government.  All  we  wanted  was  peace  and  to  be  left  alone.  Soldiers 
were  sent  out  in  the  winter,  who  destroyed  our  villages.  Then  Long 
Hair  (Custer)  came  in  the  same  way.  They  say  we  massacred  him,  but 
he  would  have  done  the  same  thing  to  us  had  we  not  defended  ourselves. 
_ Crazy  Horse,  Oglala 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Within  400  years  after  the  arrival  of  Columbus  to  Turtle  Island  the 
Native  Peoples  had  lost  an  entire  continent  to  the  invaders,  and  had 
nearly  been  exterminated.  The  laws  invoked  by  the  occupation  forces  to 
determine  who  is  or  is  not  a "real  Indian"  are  designed  to  create  a gradual, 
but  absolute  decrease  in  those  who  may  claim  "legal"  tribal  affiliation. 

It  is  a "last  bottle"  club  if  ever  there  was  one. 

At  the  start  of  this  century  the  237,000  survivors  were  relocated  to 
reservations  on  the  most  desolate  of  locations,  and  even  these  were 
taken  when  minerals  were  discovered  on  them.  There  are  still  less  than 
one  million  Natives  on  the  entire  Turtle  Island,  and  where  the  land  they 
occupy  is  deemed  valuable,  it  is  being  stripped  from  them. 

Our  languages  are  dying,  as  are  our  ways.  This  is  the  final  walk 
unless  we  wake  up  and  quit  doing  to  ourselves  what  the  dominant  society 
has  failed  to  do  on  its  own,  despite  a very  dedicated  effort.  If  you 
want  to  see  this  process  continue,  and  even  accelerated,  continue  to 
divide  and  war  along  lines  of  urban  and  rez,  enrolled  and  unenrolled, 
traditional  and  assimilated;  and  even  on  the  rez  we  see  the  "around  the 
fort"  BIA  Indians  and  the  "outsiders". 

Come  together  as  a People  and  work  to  help  one  another  remain  strong. 
Recognize  a Lakota  is  not  a Hopi  is  not  a Commanche...  ; but  quit  warring 
with  one  another.  Not  one  of  our  ancestors  would  find  pride  in  seeing  our 
People  shoot  our  wounded  - of  any  nation.  Wake  up!  Make  the  circle 
stronger . 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 
Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 


include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries , grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Anna  Mae/Lines  Drawn  in  the  Sand 

- Eviction  Notice  at  Ward  Valley 
Rescinded 

- Ward  Valley  NOT  Over 

- Peltier  Medical  Update 

- LPCF  Executive  Decision 

- Kahnawake  loins  Six  Nations 
Against  Phoney  Council 

- Victory  for  Indian  Religious 
Freedom 

- Update  on  Flunkpapa  Youth  Survival 
Projects 

- Innu  Nation  Land  Rights 

- Voisey's  Bay  Response  to 
Deficiency  Statement 

- Protesters  Released 

- Chiapas  Relief  Campaign 

- Dakotah  News 

- Treaty  Flarvest  Disputes 

- Progress  Expected  in  Log  Talks 

"RE : Anna  Mae/Lines  Drawn  in 


Native  Loggers  Cut  to  the  Chase 
Request  for  Indian  Veterans 
Language  Bank 
Through  the  Mouse  Eye 
The  Hopping  Stone  Vision 
Writing  a News  Release 
Dump  lack  Metcalf  Now 
Tribunal  Court  Strikes  Blow 
Against  Racism 
Cristoforo  Colombo 
Arrives  in  Boriken 
State  of  Kansas 
Two  Fundraisers  for 
Gustafsen  Lake  Defenders 
Native  Prisoner 
A Hundred  Years  Ago 
Poem:  Morning  Song 
Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
Native  America  Calling 
Conferences  and  Powwows 

the  Sand"  


Date:  Fri,  05  Dun  1998  17:57:15  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Sub j : Anna  Mae(Lines  drawn  in  the  sand) 


Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 


I always  remember  how  this  all  started  for  me,  when  a full-blooded 
Indian  man  walked  up  to  me,  claiming  to  be  a FBI  agent, 
working  undercover  and  knowing  my  cousin.  Thus  the  journey 
began.  The  man  was  a sell-out,  but  I listened.  I have  continued  to 
listen  since  1990,  most  of  the  time  I knew  the  difference  between 
truth  and  lies,  but  thats  okay.  I just  took  a mental  note  for  future 
use . 

I have  made  promises  and  they  will  all  come  to  pass.  Did  anyone 
really  think  the  Micmac  People  would  forget.  They  stole  our  greatest 
warrior  and  then  they  laughed  about  it.  Sorry  folks,  things  don't 
work  that  way. 

I could  have  taken  the  law  into  my  own  hands,  but  my  cousin 
and  family  wouldn't  want  it  that  way.  I had  to  develop  patience 
and  thats  a new  one  for  me. 

I did  a radio  show  (Native  American  Calling)  back  in  Aug.  96, 

(after  Leonard  Peltier,  Shannon  Collins  and  Delores  Collins 
donated  headstones  for  Anna  Mae  and  Doseph  Stunz),  and 
offered  to  meet  all  the  guiltily  parties  out  in  the  desert  and  get  it 
over  with,  no  takers.  That  would  have  been  the  easy  way. 


Anna  Mae  wanted  Truth,  best  way  to  look  at  it. 

AND  TRUTH  IS  WHAT  ANNIE'S  GOING  TO  GET. 

I have  had  to  be  some  what  quiet  over  the  last  couple 
of  months,  but  don't  think  anyone  has  walked  away. 

Don't  know  what  the  words  mean,  until  it  is  over. 

A lot  of  things  are  about  to  start  happening,  so  just 
hang  in  there. 

I do  ask  people  to  continue  to  write  letters  (e-mail), 
read  and  study  about  the  time  period  between 
1973  and  1976,  because  you  will  hear  much  more  about  it. 

I made  a offer  in  Dec.  97,  to  trade  Annie's  (my  personal)  law  suit 
for  Leonard  Peltier's  freedom,  that  apparently  didn't 
work.  The  FBI,  which  most  of  you  read,  wrote  me 
a letter,  which  I took  as  a slap  in  the  face,  but  thats 
okay. 

I have  seen  it  all  and  I am  getting  ready  to  hammer  it 
all  out.  I have  asked  for  truth,  I have  wrote,  made  tapes, 
did  videos,  been  on  TV,  talked  on  the  radio,  driven 
thousands  of  miles,  talked  leniency,  even  did  it  in  person 
to  some  of  those  who  are  involved.  I have  send  tapes  to  Congress 
and  to  the  Canadian  Parliament,  I should  even  mention  the 
killers  have  a copy  of  a video,  expressing  my  charges 
against  them  and  offering  my  help.  I don't  really  feel  I can  do  too 
much  more  for  them.  I feel  I have  completed  my  promise 
to  my  cousin  and  my  people.  Now  I have  to  complete  my  promise 
to  myself.  This  war  we  win. 

One  could  not  investigate  Anna  Mae,  without  running  into 
the  26th  of  Dune,  1975  and  Leonard  Peltier's  case.  I 
turned  in  a affidavit,  from  a honest  man,  who  stated 
who  the  FBI  was  really  looking  for  in  early  Duly  75  and 
Leonard  was  only  needed  for  questioning. That  went  to 
Sen.  Hatch,  Sen  McCain,  Sen  Kyle,  Sen  Campbell  and 
Sen.  Daschle.  I have  always  believed  that  Anna  Mae's 
case  would  help  free  Leonard  and  I still  do. 

At  this  stage  I feel  I know  where  everyone  stands  and  the 
LINES  HAVE  BEEN  DRAWN  IN  THE  SAND. 

IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  ANNA  MAE, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 

Two  Things  to  remember;  There  is  only  one  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 
and  I have  only  excepted  one  donation  or  money  from  anyone.  That 
gentleman  would  not  take  "no"  for  a answer.  That  was  $100  dollars, 
a few  years  ago,  I matched  it  and  gave  it  to  Ernie  Little  for  the 
upkeep  of  Annie's  grave.  If  anyone  has  questions  call  or  write. 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 
PO  Box  681 

Rimrock,  AZ  86335  (520-567-7229) 

bbmicmac@sedona . net 

CHECK  OUT:  http:www.dickshovel.netgate.net/annaarch.html 
SPECIAL  THANKS  TO  DORDAN,  SHANNON  AND  ANTOINETTE 

"RE : Eviction  Notice  at  Ward  Valley  Rescinded"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Dun  1998  16:20:51  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : EVICTION  NOTICE  AT  WARD  VALLEY  RESCINDED! 

UUCP  email 


COLORADO  RIVER  NATIVE  NATIONS  ALLIANCE 
Fort  Mojave  * Chemehuevi  * Cocopah  * Quechan  * Colorado  River  Indian  Tribe 

BREAKING  NEWS!  Friday,  Dune  5,  1998 

Contact:  Nora  Helton,  Chairperson,  Ft.  Mojave  Indian  Tribe  760/629-4591 
113  DAY  DIRECT  ACTION  AT  WARD  VALLEY  ENDS  IN  VICTORY  FOR 
INDIAN  NATIONS  AS  INTERIOR  DEPARTMENT  RESCINDS  EVICTION  NOTICE 


FOR  OCCUPATION  & ENCAMPMENT  AT  PROPOSED  NUCLEAR  DUMP  SITE 


TRIBES  TO  CONTINUE  SPIRITUAL  VIGIL  AT  "GROUND  ZERO" 

CALL  ON  U.S.  & STATE  TO  STOP  DUMP  ONCE  AND  FOR  ALL 
"WE  WILL  NEVER  ALLOW  A DUMP  ON  OUR  SACRED  LAND!" 

Ward  Valley,  CA  --  Leaders  of  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance 
hailed  as  a huge  victory  today's  announcement  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Interior  that  the  eviction  notice  issued  to  the  Tribes  on  February  14th  to 
vacate  "ground  zero"  at  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  nuclear  dump  site  has 
been  rescinded.  Today's  important  announcement  follows  negotiations 
yesterday  between  leaders  of  the  five  Tribes  and  Kevin  Gover,  Assistant 
Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs. 

Today's  victory  will  end  the  historic  direct  action  that  began  113  days 
ago  on  February  12th  when  hundreds  of  tribal  members  and  supporters 
occupied  "ground  zero"  the  day  before  the  Interior  Department  had  hoped  to 
close  and  secure  the  area  for  controversial  test  drilling  bitterly  opposed 
by  the  Tribes  who  vowed  to  defend  their  sacred  land  from  further 
desecration.  Tribal  leaders  announced  that  in  response  to  the  rescinding 
of  the  eviction  notice  and  the  canceling  of  the  test  drilling,  the  Tribes 
will  remove  security  roadblocks  and  call  off  the  "red  alert." 

The  Indian  Nations  will  have  an  ongoing  spiritual  vigil  and  presence  at 
"ground  zero"  to  continue  to  watch  over  the  sacred  land  until  the  dump  is 
stopped  once  and  for  all.  Tribal  leaders  today  called  on  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  Babbitt  to  cancel  the  entire  proposed  dump  immediately. 

Despite  threats  of  a large  police  action  to  evict  the  occupation,  the 
Tribes  stood  firm  for  113  days  in  refusing  to  leave  "ground  zero"  or 
allowing  the  test  drilling  to  proceed.  Many  spiritual  ceremonies  have 
been  held  at  Ward  Valley,  and  federal  officials  were  wary  of  sending  in 
police  to  arrest  Indian  Elders  participating  in  this  dignified,  nonviolent 
and  spiritual  occupation. 

A hearing  in  U.S.  District  Court  will  be  held  in  Washington  D.C.  on  Dune 
17  on  a lawsuit  backed  by  Governor  Pete  Wilson  to  force  the  U.S.  Interior 
Department  to  transfer  the  land  at  Ward  Valley  to  the  State.  A spiritual 
gathering  and  celebration  will  be  held  at  Ward  Valley  Dune  16th. 

"Today  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  celebrates  the  success 
of  our  113  day  occupation  of  the  proposed  dump  site  at  Ward  Valley,  but  we 
will  continue  to  peacefully  defend  our  sacred  land  and  the  Colorado  River 
from  the  radioactive  threat,"  said  Nora  Flelton,  Chairwoman  of  the  Fort 
Mojave  Indian  Tribe.  "We  call  on  the  U.S.  government  to  take  the  only 
logical  and  just  next  step  and  cancel  the  dump  immediately,  once  and  for 
all.  We  will  never  rest  until  our  sacred  land  and  the  Colorado  River  are 
protected  and  the  dump  stopped." 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http: //banwaste. envirolink. org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

http: //www. wild roc kies .org/cmcr 

"RE : Ward  Valley  NOT  Over"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Dun  1998  11:39:15  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : Ward  Valley  NOT  Over! 

UUCP  email 

We  have  been  getting  many  calls  and  e-mails  from  people  with  the 
impression  that  we  have  won  total  victory  at  Ward  Valley.  We  have  won  some 


major  skirmishes  and  we  seem  to  be  close  to  winning  the  battle  BUT  WE  HAVE 
NOT  WON  YET ! ! ! 

Close! ! Not  total  victory,  not  yet.  There  is  a possibility  that  the 
court  could  find  in  favor  of  CA  Dept,  of  Health  Service  (possible,  but  not 
likely).  Even  so,  there  will  still  be  a lot  of  red  tape  and  political 
shenanigans  to  put  up  with  no  matter  what  the  decision  of  the  court.  We 
still  need  to  send  out  many  prayers  and  to  apply  a great  deal  of  political 
pressure  in  this  election  year. 

Silyaye  Aheace  Village  is  still  there  and  will  stay  there  until  this 
project  is  over- -completely  over.  That  means  in  writing  and  US  Leakology 
removing  their  equipment,  buildings  and  every  other  trapping  of  their 
attempts  to  poison  this  land. 

Silyaye  Aheace  Village  exists  for  a very  special  purpose.  It  exists  as  a 
spiritual  vigil  in  protection  of  this  very  sacred  place.  Those  that  live  in 
the  village  are  dedicated  to  keeping  the  sacred  fire  burning  and  making  sure 
no  further  destruction  occurs  in  Ward  Valley. 

We  still  need  your  support  and  your  help.  We  invite  anyone  to  come  visit 
or  become  a part  of  this  community  in  the  Mojave  Desert. 

Please  call  760/326-6267  or  e-mail  swvl@ctaz.com  for  further  information. 

For  Environmental  lustice, 

Molly 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http://banwaste.envirolink.org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

http: //www. wild roc kies .org/cmcr 

- "RE:  Peltier  Medical  Update"  

Date:  Wed,  03  Dun  1998  16:33:29  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Sub j : PELTIER  MEDICAL  UPDATE: 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
NOTE:  (Here's  how  you  can  help) 

Robert  has  offered  for  me  to  use  his  email  address  while  I/We  have 
certain  issues  to  discuss  other  than  the  LPCF.  Otherwise,  urgent 
follow-up  postings  might  not  be  recognized.  I will  always  identify 
myself.  Thank  you  for  your  cooperation  and  understanding.  This  is  very 
important  right  now.  Shannon  M.  Collins 

I do  not  want  to  leave  anyone  in  the  air  about  my  last  posting.  Thank 
you  to  the  many  who  responded  with  great  concern.  Leonard  will  feel 
pleased  to  know.  It  will  make  a significant  difference  for  you  to  do 
the  following: 

Continue  to  write  letters  to  the  Leavenworth  Prison(address 
below). Tell  them  that  you  are  aware  of  Leonard's  medical  condition  and 
that  you  are  greatly  concerned.  It  is  in  your  best  interest  to  know 
that  something  will  be  done  soon  to  alleviate  Leonard's  suffering. 

IMPORTANT:  DO  NOT  DEMAND  anything,  and  DO  NOT  antagonize  an 
institution  that  has  the  authority  to  make  decisions  (for)  Leonard. 

This  is  very  important,  so  use  your  head.  I cannot  stress  this  enough. 

What  helps  are  the  "numbers  of  letters"  of  concern  so  that  the  people 
who  have  any  authority  over  Leonard  know  that  many  people  are 
watching,  care  and  are  greatly  concerned.  So,  don't  be  intimidated  to 
do  a good  thing.  lust  be  careful  "how"  you  say  things. 

The  address  for  your  letters  concerning  Leonard's  medical:  (I 
confirmed  this) . 


Warden  Booker 
Leavenworth  Federal  Prison 
1300  Metropolitan  Avenue 
Leavenworth,  Kansas  66048 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Also,  please  send  funds  directly  to  Leonard  Peltier  at  Leavenworth 
Prison.  He  needs  this  money  to  keep  the  communication  lines  open.  Take 
up  a group  collection  or,  if  you  are  an  individual  try  to  send  at 
least  $10.00  to  $20.00  and  it  will  all  add  up.  He  will  always  need 
money  for  his  telephone  privileges.  When  there  is  an  emergency  Bob  and 
I immediately  send  $100.00,  but  this  goes  fast.  Leonard  has  so  many 
people  to  stay  in  contact  with,  especially  family.  They  are  his 
greatest  comfort. 

Send  only  a 'postal  money  order'  to:  Leonard  Peltier-89637,  Box  1000, 
Leavenworth,  Kansas  66048.  Fill  out  the  money  order  the  same  way  and 
send  it  with  a note  to  Leonard  letting  him  know.  They  do  not  give  this 
money-order  directly  to  him.  Don't  forget  that  they  also  read  all  of 
his  mail.  Standard  procedure. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

It  was  important  for  our  last  posting  to  be  recognized  to  motivate 
those  who  are  most  intimately  responsible. There  are  other  issues 
involved.  I am  not  at  liberty  to  discuss  those  things  until  the 
appropriate  time.  Dust  be  aware  that  I am  documenting  "everything", 
including  what  I have  already  achieved  in  posting  in  Newsgroups. 
Confidentiality  is  secured. 

Watch  for  a posting  "LPCF  EXECUTIVE  DECISION".  I am  taking  a temporary 
leave  of  absence  from  the  LPCF  soon.  Urgent  matters  concerning  Leonard 
Peltier.  Thank  you  all  very  much  for  your  understanding  and  support. 

Trust  me,  it  matters  a lot! 

Stay.... in  the  Spirit! 

Shannon  M.  Collins 

"RE : LPCF  Executive  Decision"  

Date:  05  3un  1998  17:49:27  GMT 
From:  lpcfound@aol.com  (LPCFound) 

Sub j : LPCF  "EXECUTIVE  DECISION" 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 
Memo:  Please  observe 

I am  giving  precedence  to  some  urgent  matters  concerning  Leonard  Peltier. 
It  has  become  necessary  for  me  (Shannon  Collins)  to  take  a temporary  leave 
of  absence  from  the  LPCF.  However,  the  2nd  Annual  LPCF  Board  of  Directors 
Meeting  will  proceed  as  planned.  I will  be  present  to  give  this  my  full 
attention  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  Communication  will  be  limited 
after  Dune  12th,  but  please  do  not  reserve  your  email  messages.  I will  get 
back  to  you  asap.  All  communication  to  the  Members  of  the  Board  are 
relayed  to  their  direct  attention. 

Observe  "Check-list"  at  bottom  of  page  for  ways  that  you  can  help  the 
LPCF.  Incentives  and  project  plans  listed.  Those  who  have  recently 
inquired  can  also  observe  a list  of  gifts  that  you  can  send  to  Leonard 
Peltier.  Please  give  attention  to  the  instructions  provided.  I am  sure 
that  all  of  you  will  find  this  interesting. 

LPCF  Events  and  notations: 

For  those  who  are  not  familiar  I am  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Charitable  Foundation,  Shannon  M.  Collins.  The  Secretary  of  the 
State  of  South  Dakota  granted  Leonard  Peltier  to  uphold  the  position  as 
CEO  (in-absentia)  of  the  LPCF.  As  usual,  this  was  highly  irregular  and  it 
was  an  accomplishment  in  itself.  The  Foundation  was  finally  Incorporated 
on  March  1st,  1996.  We  are  a non-profit/  tax  exempt  organization.  We 
remain  sensitively  non-political  in  working  in  behalf  of  the  children. 

This  should  not  exclude  the  LPCF  from  participating  in  Peltier  events  for 
recognition  and  exposure.  It  says  a lot  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

# number  one. . 


Why  am  I contacting  you?  The  LPCF  cannot  afford  not  to.  We  need  support 
in  raising  consciousness  in  an  effort  to  build  this  monumental  home  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  This  is  not  simply  a home  and  it  is  not  simply  a 
hut.  (Bring. . "Peltier  Home"  the  magic  for  which  this  MAN  deserves).  This 
is  a tremendous  opportunity  to  bring  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  Native 
American  Children.  It  will  house  up  to  20-disadvantaged  American  Indian 
Children  which  will  support  the  very  essence  of  our  future  Warriors.  It  is 
a dream  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

The  "Peltier  Home"  will  commemorate  this  most  significant  era  and 
Leonard  Peltier's  dream  to  help  his  people.  This  is  a great  concern.  Not 
only  that  of  Leonard  Peltier,  but  for  all  those  who  are  true  visionaries. 
ALL -OF -US -CAN -BUILD -THIS -TOGETHER . . . "THE  PELTIER  HOME" 

"BUILDING  THE  PELTIER  HOME  MIGHT  REMIND  YOU  OF  THE  WAY  THINGS  MIGHT  HAVE 
ONCE  BEEN... OR,  MAYBE  WHAT  WE'VE  BEEN  TRYING  TO  DO  ALL  ALONG?" 

When  the  funds  are  substantiated  and  the  supplies  are  in  order,  everyone 
will  be  asked  to  be  present  to  lend  a hand.  This  is  a tremendous 
undertaking,  but  every  good  thing  is. 

"What  will  make  this  happen?" 

This  is  not  just  about  raising  and  having  the  money. . . . The  LPCF  is 
focusing  on  a long-term  plan  for  a successful  completion  and  project 
management.  At  the  bottom  of  this  memo  I have  created  a check  list, 
summarizing  'some'  of  the  project  development.  It  never  ceases.  It's  not 
suppose  to,  any  less  than  the  future  expects  of  us.  We  need  money  and 
manpower  and  people  who  generate  leadership  values  and  strategies.  The 
LPCF  has  done  substantial  groundwork.  My  personal  experience  covers  a 
generous  degree  of  ability,  but  I cannot  provide  everything.  None  of  us 
can.  We  are  focusing  on  combined  efforts,  knowledge,  experience,  funds  and 
supplies . 

# number  two. . 

I spoke  with  Roslyn  lumping  Bull  recently  and  I am  in  the  process  of 
trying  to  obtain  a trailer  home  for  her  property.  We  are  working  on 
building  the  Peltier  Home  on  the  actual  lumping  Bull  Property  where  the 
1975  Shoot-out  occurred.  Roslyn  and  Calvin  lumping  Bull  have  donated  ten 
acres  of  their  land.  Roslyn  had  called  me  last  lanuary  and  made  a personal 
request  regarding  this  trailer  home.  I am  seeking  to  deliver.  It  concerns 
me  that  she  said  that  she  can  think  of  at  least  twenty  people  who  are 
living  in  basements.  This  is  what  never  ceases  to  amaze  me.  Although,  the 
LPCF  has  a specific  goal  to  build  the  "Peltier  Home",  we  will  not  turn 
our  backs  on  an  opportunity  to  provide  the  following... 

There  are  single-wide  trailers  available  to  be  donated  out  of  Denver, 
Colorado  and  no  Sponsorships  to  deliver  them.  As  usual,  funds  are  required 
just  to  move  these  across  the  miles.  By  the  time  grants  would  be  obtained 
they  are  no  longer  available.  The  more  we  pick-up  and  deliver .. .the  more 
used  trailers  we  can  have!!!  Ask  and  I will  explain  where  and  how  this  can 
be  accomplished. 

I believe  that  a "Thank-you"  is  in  order  to  Bobby  Castillo  for  bringing 
this  matter  to  our  attention.  He  does  so  much  for  Leonard  Peltier  and  I 
commend  him  for  his  exhaustive  efforts.  We  recognize  and  appreciate  your 
support  in  all  that  you  do. 

# number  three 

For  those  who  have  been  asking... 

The  cousin  of  the  late  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  is  working  wonders  and  he 
has  put  great  thought  into  every  step  that  he  takes.  He  is  one  step  away 
from  a miracle.  Maybe  two.  The  LPCF  gives  recognition  to  Board  Member 
Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe . 

Robert  is  making  sacrifices  for  which  I can  only  describe  as  admirable. 
That  includes  everything  that  he  believes  in  for  the  sake  of  Leonard 
Peltier  and  his  own  Spiritual  Ethics.  The  LPCF  extends  a personal  thank  you 
for  his  knowledge  and  for  helping  to  support  the  ever-rising  LPCF  fax  and 
telephone  bills. 

For  those  who  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity,  please  observe  the  LPCF 
Website  for  an  orientation,  including  photos  and  bio  summaries  of  the 
Board  and  Foundation  Members  and  Celebrities,  http://members.aol. 
com/lpcfound/homepage. html  (AOL  Members  click  here:)  LPCFound's  Home  Page 
CHECK  LIST:  (Four  of  the  most  current  items) 


LPCF  Project  Management: 

#1.  Arizona  Television  Broadcast  May  30,  1998 

#2.  2nd  Annual  LPCF  Board  Meeting  Pine  Ridge  (Dune  19,  1998) 

#3.  LPCF  Video  Documentary:  (Closed-to-the-public) 

Where:  Dumping  Bull  Property,  Oglala 
Date:  Saturday,  Dune  20,  1998 
Time:  11:00am 

Snacks,  desserts  and  non-alcoholic  beverages  will  be  served  to  the 
participants  and  local  community  residents  who  attend. 

(Compliments  of  the  Foundation). 

The  children  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Community  will  be  dressed  in  Traditional 
Dress  for  a prayer  and  dance  ceremony  for  the  Peltier  Home. 

The  LPCF  is  working  exclusively  on  this  Video  Documentary  with  direct 
permission  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Community.  Some  of  the  Spiritual  Ceremonies 
are  not  intended  to  be  filmed.  We  will  be  guided  and  we  will  respect  this. 

Actor  Peter  Coyote's  voice-narration  will  endorse  this  video  documentary. 

It  has  already  been  obtained  and  it  is  absolutely  fantastic!! 

(Completion  date  expected  in  August,  1998) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

#4.  Construction  Plans  and  Blue-Prints  remain  in  progress  for  the  Peltier 
Home. 

A tough  job.  Leonard  Peltier  will  draw  the  American  Indian  framework  design. 
The  name  "Peltier  Home"  will  be  embedded  on  the  face  of  the  home.  Project 
analysis  is  working  in  correlation.  It  will  be  discussed  at  the  upcoming 
Board  Meeting  this  month. 

"What  can  you  do  to  help?" 

***  Write  an  editorial.  Print  off  of  this  page  and/or  the  LPCF  Website. 
Without  frequent  exposure  the  LPCF  cannot  expect  to  receive  support.  One 
day,  we  will  have  the  funds  and  supplies  to  complete  "The  building  of  a 
Legacy". 

***  Assist  us  in  writing  for  grants.  We  especially  seek  private  and 
corporate  contributions.  Feel  free  to  ask  us  about  our  accounting  policy, 
we  have  a secured  Peltier  Trust. 

***  Fundraising  is  essential  *** 

If  you  are  an  artist,  author  or  an  entertainer,  please  donate  a portion 
of  your  proceeds/royalties.  All  checks  must  be  made  payable  to  LPCF.  Mail 
to:  P.0.  Box  681,  Rimrock,  Arizona  86335  (The  LPCF  encourages  any 
questions  that  you  may  have). 

Shannon  frequently  mails  personal  stationary,  greeting  cards  and 
telephone  funds  to  Leonard.  She  must  remain  in  communication  with  him. 

This  does  not  come  from  the  Peltier  Trust  account.  Also,  see  below  for 
sending  these  gifts  to  Leonard. 

Telephone,  fax  and  mail-outs  often  include  International  and  US 
Communications  and  to  all  of  the  LPCF  Board  and  Foundation  Members. 
Bookkeeping,  accounting  and  receipts  are  always  kept  in  order  for  year-end 
IRS  filings  and  expenditures.  (Required  and  mandated). 

All  expenditures  continue  to  be  provided  and  fulfilled  by  Shannon  M. 
Collins  and  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe,  with  the  exception  of  the  T-shirt 
Campaign  and  the  meals  for  the  LPCF  Board  Meetings.  LPCF  Board  Member 
Cherokee  Rose  Wolfe  has  guardianship  of  Leonard's  granddaughter . We  are 
pleased  to  have  her  participation.  She's  been  with  us  from  the  start. 

Shannon's  back  salary  is  not  required  nor  requested,  even  though  it  was 
voted  upon  for  her  to  obtain  this  at  the  April  Board  Meeting,  1997.  There 
are  no  funds  to  afford  this  luxury. 

Shannon  is  personally  donating  a "percentage"  of  the  funds  required  to 
complete  the  LPCF  Video  Documentary.  Then,  we  need  to  have  a mass 
production  of  these  videos.  We  need  help  in  this  area.  'Do  you  know 
someone  who  can  assist  with  distribution?'  We  will  be  making  every  attempt 
to  televise,  both  in  part  and  in  whole.  It  will  be  the  best  promotional 
tool  that  we  will  have  available  to  communicate  our  goals  and  funding 
needs,  as  voted  upon. 


SEND  A GIFT  TO  LEONARD  PELTIER 

Photographs  and  Prints  or  Xerox  copies  only.  (Polaroids  are  not 
permitted  and  will  be  returned).  Send  about  ten  at  one  time.  Note:  They 
will  return  any  prints  that  have  the  automatic  date  printed  on  the  face  of 
the  photo.  (Dust  cut  it  off) 

Stationary.  Twenty  single  sheets  with  matching  envelopes  in  one  mailing. 
Leonard  especially  appreciates  professional  bond  paper  that  has  lines. 

Most  often  this  has  to  be  done  at  a print  shop.  I am  able  to  do  this  on  my 
own  computer.  So,  utilize  the  tolls  available  to  you  to  cut  down  on 
expenses.  Leonard  appreciates  your  thoughtfulness. 

Greeting  cards.  He  loves  them.  Particularly  if  they  are  blank  inside.  He 
likes  to  write  his  own  messages.  Send  up  to  ten  at  one  time  with  matching 
envelopes  in  one  mailing.  This  is  wonderful  around  the  holidays  so  he  can 
send  special  messages  to  family  and  friends.  By  the  way,  mark  it  on  your 
calendar  that  Leonard's  birthday  is  September  12th. 

Books  and  magazines.  Hard  cover  books  are  not  permitted,  they  will  be 
returned.  It  is  recommended  that  you  have  the  bookstore  mail  (softcover 
books)  direct  from  their  store.  With  magazines  I have  been  able  to  mail 
them  as  long  as  they  have  the  original  plastic  seal  covering. 

Newspaper  articles  or  Xerox  copies  of  the  articles  are  ok.  Use 
discretion  of  content  and  send  only  a few  at  a time.  An  entire  newspaper 
is  most  often  returned. 

Food  items  are  never  permitted  (even  plastic  sealed).  Also,  no  postage 
stamps  are  permitted. 

If  you  can  do  nothing  else,  send  Leonard  a jovial  letter  that  will  lift 
his  Spirit  or  ask  him  how  you  can  help.  He  also  appreciates  knowing  things 
about  you  and  what  you  do.  Dust  know  that  all  of  his  mail  is  read  first. 
"What  better  way  to  let  the  "Big  Chief"  know  that  someone  took  time  out  of 
their  busy  day?"  Think  about  that.  Have  a beautiful  day.  You  earned  it 
and  so  have  we. 

Stay... in  the  Spirit!! 

Thank  you  .... 

In  behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier  and 

the  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable  Foundation 

Signed,  Shannon  M.  Collins  LPCF/POA 

"RE : Kahnawake  Doins  Six  Nations  Against  Phoney  Council"  

Date:  Mon,  01  Dun  1998  13:39:37  -0400 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe.net> 

Sub j : KAHNAWAKE  MOHAWK  DOINS  SIX  NATIONS  AGAINST  PHONEY  NEW  "CUSTOM  COUNCIL 

UUCP  email 

MNN.  Mohawk  Nation  News.  1 Dune  1998.  Today  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  of  the 
Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory  in  North  America  joined  Richard  Hill  of  Six 
Nations  in  questioning  Canada's  application  of  their  laws  regarding  the 
setting  up  of  the  band  council  system  under  the  Indian  Act,  as  well 
replacing  it  with  a mysterious  custom  council  that  has  nothing  to  do 
with  Iroquois  traditions. 

This  follows  on  the  heels  of  Brian  Maracle's  successful  challenge  in 
the  Federal  Court  of  Canada.  He  ousted  the  custom  council  because  it 
violated  the  procedures  set  out  in  the  Indian  Act.  Kahn-Tineta  Horn 
found  out  that  the  same  things  seems  to  be  happening  on  her  home 
territory  of  Kahnawake. 

Horn  wrote  a letter  to  the  Canadian  Prime  Minister,  Dean  Chretien, 
asking  about  the  attempt  to  put  in  a "custom  council"  in  Kahnawake  by 
the  band  council.  This  band  council  was  set  up  by  and  Order  in  Council 
in  the  late  1900's.  Only  14  persons  agreed  to  this  and  the  rest  did  not 
support  this  imposition.  "We  never  voted  in  any  Canadian  election  and 
we  never  agreed  to  be  governed  by  Canada",  said  Horn. 

Horn  continued,  "So  far  this  creation  of  a new  custom  council  is  being 
done  without  following  proper  procedures  such  as  consultation,  duly 
called  meetings  and  a referendum  of  all  the  eligible  voters.  Most  of  us 
know  nothing  about  this".  This  sounds  like  what  happened  at  the  Six 


Nations  Territory  when  the  new  custom  council  took  over  from  the  Indian 
Act  band  council  without  the  permission  of  the  people  on  the  territory. 

Horn  wants  to  know,  "Was  the  order  in  council  that  set  up  the  Indian 
Act  Band  council  in  Kahnawake  revoked?  Was  the  band  council  taken  out  of 
section  74  of  the  Indian  Act?  Why  does  the  Canadian  government  allow  a 
few  people  to  secretly  impose  a new  form  of  government  on  Mohawk  people 
when  it  doesn't  truly  represent  us?" 

According  to  her  understanding  of  the  Canadian  laws,  the  Order  in 
Council  jmust  be  revoked  to  remove  the  Kahnawake  band  council  from 
section  74  of  the  Indian  Act.  To  bring  in  a new  custom  council  they 
must  go  to  the  Governor  in  Council  with  a mandate  that  is  based  on  the 
fully  informed  and  freely  expressed  wish  of  the  majority  of  all  of  the 
eligible  electors  of  the  people  of  Kahnawake.  Then  a new  Order  in 
council  is  issued.  Horn  stated,  "In  the  first  place,  the  Mohawk  people 
as  a whole  never  agreed  to  have  the  Indian  Act  band  council  system 
imposed  on  us.  In  the  second  place,  the  majority  of  the  Mohawk  people 
do  not  agree  to  having  a new  custom  council  imposed  on  us". 

Horn  wants  to  know  what  is  the  procedure  according  to  Canadian  laws  for 
ensuring  the  government  is  legitimate. 

Horn  queried,  "Whose  custom  is  it?  It  sure  isn't  ours!" 
http: //wwwcyberglobe. net/users/otsira 

"RE : Victory  for  Indian  Religious  Freedom"  

Date:  Thu,  04  Dun  1998  19:42:56  -0500 

From:  pasxapu@patriot.net 

Sub j : Victory  for  Indian  Religious  Freedom 

UUCP  email 

Victory  for  Indian  Religious  Freedom:  Court  Rules  Accommodations  at 
Devils  Tower  are  Constitutional 

Casper,  WY  - Dudge  William  F.  Downes  of  the  U.S.  District  Court  in 
Wyoming  ruled  in  April  that  the  National  Park  Service's  climbing 
management  plan  at  Devils  Tower  National  Monument  is  constitutional. 

This  plan  accommodates  Indian  religious  worship  at  Devils  Tower  by 
asking  rock  climbers  not  to  scale  the  butte  in  Dune,  a month  when 
Indians  from  over  twenty  different  tribes  gather  there  to  conduct  sacred 
religious  ceremonies. 

Dudge  Downes'  ruling  dismissed  a lawsuit  filed  by  several  rock  climbers 
who  argued  that  the  Park  Service's  plan  violates  the  First  Amendment's 
prohibition  against  government  sponsorship  of  religion.  In  his  decision, 
Dudge  Downes  ruled  that  "the  government  may  (and  sometimes  must) 
accommodate  religious  practices  and  ...  it  may  do  so  without  violating 
the  Establishment  Clause  of  the  First  Amendment." 

The  Park  Service's  plan  discourages,  but  does  not  prohibit,  rock 
climbing  during  Dune.  According  to  Dudge  Downes,  this  "voluntary 
climbing  ban"  is  "a  policy  that  has  been  carefully  crafted  to  balance 
the  competing  needs  of  individuals  using  Devils  Tower  National  Monument 
while,  at  the  same  time,  obeying  the  edicts  of  the  Constitution." 

Dudge  Upholds  All  Aspects  of  Park  Service's  Plans. 

Dudge  Downes  upheld  all  aspects  of  the  park  Service's  program,  stating 
that  "the  purposes  underlying  the  ban  are  really  to  remove  barriers  to 
religious  worship  occasioned  by  public  ownership  of  the  Tower....  The 
government  is  merely  enabling  Native  Americans  to  worship  in  a more 
peaceful  setting.  In  doing  so,  the  government  has  no  involvement  in  the 
manner  of  worship  that  takes  place,  but  only  provides  an  atmosphere  more 
conducive  to  worship." 

Steve  Gunn,  an  attorney  with  the  Indian  Law  Resource  Center  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  who  is  representing  Indian  parties  in  the  case, 
agrees.  "The  government  is  not  sponsoring  or  funding  Indian  ceremonies 
at  Devils  Tower.  Nor  is  it  organizing  the  ceremonies  or  encouraging 
bystanders  to  participate  in  them.  It  is  simply  taking  steps  to  insure 
that  Indian  worshipers  are  left  alone  to  perform  their  ceremonies  in 


solitude.  We  are  very  pleased  with  Dudge  Downes'  ruling." 

The  Park  Service  implemented  the  voluntary  climbing  ban  in  1995,  after 
nearly  two  years  of  consultation  with  American  Indians,  rock  climbers, 
environmentalists,  and  others.  It  did  so  to  balance  the  competing 
interests  of  Indians  and  rock  climbers,  and  to  encourage  tolerance  and 
respect  for  Indian  religious  practices.  To  promote  compliance  with  the 
ban,  the  Park  Service  posted  a sign  at  the  base  of  the  Tower  asking 
visitors  to  stay  on  the  trail  (and  away  from  Indians  conducting 
ceremonies  at  off-trail  locations)  and  developed  a cross-cultural 
education  program  which  offers  information  to  visitors  about  the 
historical  and  cultural  significance  of  the  Tower  to  American  Indians. 

Most  Climbers  Support  and  Honor  the  Plan 

Most  rock  climbers  have  shown  respect  for  the  Indian  religious 
practitioners  and  have  supported  the  Park  Service's  program.  The  Access 
Fund,  a national  climbing  organization,  has  officially  endorsed  the 
program  and  the  Park  Service  reports  that  since  1995,  rock  climbing 
during  Dune  has  fallen  by  over  80%. 

Devils  Tower  Is  Vital  to  Indian  Religion  and  Culture 

For  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  a member  and  spiritual  leader  of  the  Cheyenne 
River  Sioux  Tribe  in  South  Dakota,  this  ruling  is  a significant  victory. 
"Once  again,  we  can  worship  in  our  traditional  way  and  practice  our 
traditional  culture  without  interference  at  this  sacred  site." 

Devils  Tower  is  a sacred  site  and  a vital  cultural  resource  for  Indians 
from  over  twenty  Plains  tribes.  For  centuries,  Indians  have  performed 
religious  and  cultural  ceremonies  there,  including  the  Sun  Dance,  sweat 
lodge  rites,  vision  quests,  and  prayer  offerings.  However,  in  recent 
years,  growing  numbers  of  visitors  and  rock  climbers  have  disrupted 
these  Indian  ceremonies.  According  to  Looking  Horse,  "Climbers  make  lots 
of  noise  and  come  near  our  people  when  they  are  praying.  By  doing  this, 
they  disturb  our  efforts  to  obtain  spiritual  guidance.  When  climbers 
hammer  objects  into  the  butte,  it  is  like  they  are  pounding  stakes  into 
our  bodies." 

The  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  intervened  in  the  lawsuit  to  defend  the 
Park  Service's  accommodations  at  "He  Hota  Paha,"  or  Grey  Horn  Butte,  the 
Lakota  name  given  to  Devils  Tower  hundreds  of  years  ago.  The  Tribe  is 
represented  by  the  Indian  Law  Resource  Center  and  attorneys  in  the 
Tribe's  Legal  Department. 

Ruling  Upholds  American  Tradition  of  Religious  Tolerance 

"There  is  a long  and  principled  tradition  in  this  country  of 
accommodation  religious  practices  on  government  lands,"  says  Gunn.  At 
Arlington  National  Cemetery,  a site  described  by  the  federal  government 
as  "our  nation's  most  sacred  shrine,"  recreational  activities  that  would 
interfere  with  religious  burial  or  memorial  services  are  strictly 
prohibited.  And  in  the  countless  national  parks,  the  Park  Service  owns 
or  leases  churches  and  other  religious  properties  and  prohibits 
activities  that  would  conflict  with  religious  services. 

"Time  and  again,  the  Supreme  Court  has  said  that  the  government 
'follows  the  best  of  our  traditions'  when  it  'respects  the  religious 
nature  of  our  people  and  accommodates .. .their  spiritual  needs,'"  says 
Gunn.  "These  American  traditions  must  be  upheld  for  our  country's  first 
Americans,  too." 

Indian  Law  Resource  Center 
April,  1998 
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Update  on  Hunkpapa  Youth  Survival  Projects  - Summer  Camps 

At  the  end  of  this  month  (Dune)  Helmina  and  the  others  at  the  Crisis 
Center  will  be  starting  the  Summer  Camp  activities  for  the  youth  in 
Standing  Rock.  As  has  been  mentioned  previously,  these  camps  have  had 
wonderfully  positive  effects  on  the  youth. 

As  it  stands  now,  funds  for  the  provisions  for  these  3-day  camping  trips 
are  still  in  dire  need.  (We  had  hoped  to  have  week  long  camping  trips 
but  there  hasn't  been  much  response  in  the  area  of  cash  donations,  to  be 
able  to  afford  this  idea.)  Due  to  the  lack  of  a 501c3  status 
(non-profit)  so  that  cash  donations  could  be  tax-deductible,  many  have 
been  hesitant  to  send  monetary  donations  for  these  camps.  While  we  are 
looking  into  this  and  have  been  discussing  the  various  alternatives  with 
individuals  who  could  offer  us  this  status  (without  us  having  to  start 
an  actual  corporation)  the  summer  camps  are  getting  ready  to  start  and 
we  would  like  to  be  able  to  send  as  many  youth  to  these  camping  weekends 
as  possible.  Provisions  run  around  $20  per  child. 

The  Tribe  no  longer  has  the  2 large  tepees  that  they  have  previously 
been  able  to  loan  to  Helmina  for  the  traditional  setting  of  these 
outings,  and  we  still  need  tents  and  camping  equipment.  We  have  contact 
a few  individuals  in  regards  to  either  donating  or  loaning  Helmina  the 
tepees,  but  we  are  still  waiting  to  find  out  if  any  are  available.  (If 
anyone  can  assist  with  the  tepees,  please  contact  us.) 

Even  though  times  are  tough  for  many  of  us,  please  see  if  you  can  assist 
with  funds  for  allowing  these  youth  to  have  their  summer  camps.  Even  if 
it's  only  $5.  Checks  and  Money  Orders  can  be  made  out  to:  Hunkpapa 

Youth  Survival  Projects  or  "HYSP"  and  sent  to  Helmina  Makes  Him  First, 

P.0.  Box  53,  Little  Eagle,  SD  57639.  Thank  you. 

And  many  thanks  to  those  of  you  who  have  sent  and  are  still  sending 
donations  of  food,  clothing,  and  other  items  to  Standing  Rock. 

For  more  information:  http://homel.gte.net/mwicks/info.html 
Pilamaya 
Kathy 
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Erny  Lampe:  The  Innu  Nation  is  holding  meetings  with  its  members  on  land 
claims  this  week  in  Sheshatshit.  I will  now  speak  to  the  vice-president, 
Daniel  Ashini,  to  get  more  information.  Wilson  Dararuse  will  translate. 

Can  you  tell  us  what  is  the  purpose  of  the  meetings  in  Sheshatshit? 

Daniel  Ashini:  Well,  it's  a meeting  to  talk  about  the  land  claim, 
so-called  land  claims  process  that  we're  involved  in  with  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments.  So  we  have  delegates  from  the  community  of  Davis 
Inlet  and  of  the  from  the  community  of  Sheshatshit  involved  in  the  meetings 
today.  We're  talking  about  basically  the  land  selection  process,  the 
details  of  the  agreement  in  principle  the  we  have  so  far  been  able  to 
negotiate  with  the  federal  and  provincial  government. 

Erny  Lampe:  When  did  these  meetings  start  and  how  long  will  they  go  on  for 
Daniel  Ashini:  They  just  started  this  morning  and  they  will  be  ongoing 


this  afternoon  and  perhaps  into  the  evening.  And  then  we  get  into  the  land 
rights  negotiations  with  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  where 
public  participation  will  be  a major  part  of  the  negotiations  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday.  Then  we  get  into  our  own  regular  negotiation  session  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  with  feds  and  the  province. 

Erny  Lampe:  And  how  many  people  are  involved  from  both  communities? 

Daniel  Ashini:  I would  say  today's  participation  was  anywhere  from  50  to 
80  people  at  the  school  gymnasium  here. 

Erny  Lampe:  How  big  a land  are  you  asking  for  and  how  does  that  compare 
with  what  LIA  is  negotiating  for? 

Daniel  Ashini:  Well,  I think  our  own  negotiations  are  different  from  the 
LIA.  The  LIA  has  every  right  to  ask  and  propose  what  size  of  area  they 
would  wish  for  their  people.  But  in  terms  of  the  Innu  Nation  proposal,  our 
proposal  as  it  stands  now  is  in  the  range  of  25,000  square  miles  for  Innu 
lands,  Innu  exclusive  land  to  be  owned  by  the  Innu  people.  And  I believe 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  27,000  square  miles  for  comanagement  lands. 

So  that's  approximately  the  size  of  land  that  the  Innu  people  have 
identified  which  would  be  important  and  fundamental  to  maintain  their  way 
of  life  to  ensure  that  there  is  a future  for  themselves  and  to  ensure  that 
there's  self-sufficiency  and  the  land  that  will  meet  the  needs  of  current 
generations  as  well  as  future  generations.  So  they  took  a lot  of  time,  I 
think,  and  they  took  a lot  of  consultation  on  our  part  to  involve  people 
that  were  at  the  time  in  the  country,  in  their  hunting  camps  and  people  in 
both  communities  within  a very  short  period  of  time.  And  be  able  to 
identify  areas  that  are  critical  and  that  are  important  to  the  Innu  way  of 
life.  And  that's  basically  what  people  have  identified  as  areas  that  would 
be,  you  know,  sufficient  to  meet  Innu  self-reliance,  the  Innu  economy,  the 
Innu  way  of  life  and  to  ensure  that  the  needs  of  current  generations  and 
future  generations  will  be  met  with  this  sort  of  land  base. 

Erny  Lampe:  Did  you  ask  ***...  did  you  increase  the  size  of  land?  What 
are  you  prepared  to  leave  with? 

Daniel  Ashini:  I don't  think  that  the  Innu  Nation  is  prepared  to  move  away 
from  the  mandate  that  it's  getting  from  the  community  of  Sheshatshit  and 
Davis  Inlet.  But  I think  that  the  mandate  has  been  very  clear.  The  people 
have  been  very  passionate  about  their  landing,  importance  of  their  landing, 
importance  of  maintaining  their  way  of  life.  And  we  don't  have  a mandate 
for  the  community  to  decrease  the  amount  of  land  that  they  want  to  be 
considered  Innu  lands  and  the  rights  that  need  to  be  recognized  within 
these  territories.  So  it's  going  to  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  the  Innu  Nation  to  move  away  the  strong  mandate,  the  very  strong 
mandate  that  history  is  receiving  from  it's  membership,  the  month  and  a 
half  consultation  process  that  we  were  involved  in  and  including  the 
meetings  that  we're  having  today.  The  message  is  very  strong.  The  message 
is  very  clear  from  the  people  of  Davis  Inlet  and  Sheshatshit  that  you  know, 
this  is  the  amount  of  land  that  we'll  be  requiring  for  today's  generations 
and  the  future  generations  that  will  be  born.  So  the  message  is  strong  and 
the  people  are  very  passionate.  And  I think  it's  important  for  people  to 
be  involved  in  this  process.  I think  this  process  is  about  something  that 
is  fundamental  and  very  important  for  the  Innu  people  to  be  made  aware  of. 
If  an  agreement  is  reached,  if  a treaty  is  reached  with  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments,  I think  that  agreement  is  going  to  be  forever. 

Then  any  parts...  all  the  parts  of  the  treaty,  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments  are  going  to  affect  the  lives  of  today's  generations  as  well  as 
future  generations.  And  people  do  need  to  know  what  negotiations  are  all 
about.  What  is  the  Newfoundland  position?  What  is  the  federal  position? 
What  is  the  Innu  Nation  position  and  so  forth?  So  they  have  to  be 
involved.  They  have  to  made  aware.  They  have  ***  process  is  all  about. 


Erny  Lampe:  You  said  that  there  were  about  50  to  80  people.  How  are  they 


all  involved? 


Daniel  Ashini:  Everybody  is  given  the  opportunity  to  speak  about  the 
process  that  we're  involved  in.  Everybody  has  been  explained  to  about  what 
the  Newfoundland  position  is,  what  the  federal  position  is,  what  the  Innu 
Nation  position  is.  Through  the  month  and  a half  long  community 
consultation  process  that  we're  involved  in,  people  were  given  detailed 
information  as  to  where  Newfoundland  and  Canada  and  the  Innu  Nation  stand 
on  the  various  issues  that  are  included  in  the  framework  agreement.  So 
people  are  very  much  aware  of  what  the  Newfoundland  proposal  is,  what  the 
Canadian  proposal  is,  and  what  the  Innu  Nation's  stand  is.  So  people  have 
an  opportunity  to  speak  out  and  express  their  views,  their  concerns  and 
what  changes  we  need  to  make,  what  the  importance  of  the  land  is  to  them, 
and  how  we  should  proceed  from  here.  And  in  the  event  that  we  don't  reach 
an  agreement,  what  happens?  I think  all  these  issues  that  are  very  major 
issues  for  the  Innu  at  this  time  in  their  history  are  a part  of  this 
meeting  that  we're  having  today. 

Erny  Lampe:  What  happens  after  this  week's  meeting? 

Daniel  Ashini:  After  this  ***  our  last  regular  negotiations  session  with 
the  parties  that  we  have  negotiated  for  the  past  seven  years  with  the 
federal  and  provincial  representatives.  From  there  we  have  proposed  that, 
you  know,  we  move  to  the  same  type  of  process  that  the  Labrador  Inuit 
Association  were  involved  in  in  Ottawa.  From  Duly  6 to  20,  we...  the  feds 
and  the  province  and  ourselves  have  agreed  that  there  be  high  level 
official  negotiations  in  Ottawa  during  that  period.  And  I think  this  will 
perhaps  be  the  last  opportunity  for  all  the  three  parties  to  be  able  to  try 
to  reach  an  agreement  or  an  understanding  as  to  what  is  achievable  and  what 
is  not  achievable.  And  I guess  from  there  we  decide  whether  there's  any 
reasonable  opportunity  of  reaching  an  agreement  with  the  government  of 
Canada  and  with  the  government  of  Newfoundland  in  terms  of  a treaty.  So 
the...  in  Duly  6 to  20  we'll  be  able  to  conclude  whether  there's  a 
possibility  of  reaching  a treaty  with  the  governments  of  Canada  and  the 
government  of  Newfoundland.  So  that's  currently  the  schedule  of  the 
process.  And  that's,  I think,  it's  probably  where  we're  going  to  end  up  in 
the  Ottawa  meetings,  determining  whether  a treaty  is  possible  with  these 
governments . 

Erny  Lampe:  Is  there  anything  else,  Daniel? 

Daniel  Ashini:  Yes,  the  amount  of  land  that  the  Innu  people  are  leaving  to 
be  sufficient  to  meet  their  needs  and  the  aspirations  of  our  people  is  not 
a laughing  matter.  It's  not  something  that  we  ask  somebody  to  go  to  a map 
and  put  a pin  in  the  area  that  he  or  she  thought  would  be  land  that  would 
be  sufficient  to  meet  our  needs  and  the  aspirations  of  our  people  today  and 
tomorrow.  It's  something  that  we  spent  a great  deal  of  money.  It  took 
over  20  years  of  research,  land  use  and  occupancy  studies.  Many  elders 
have  passed  away  that  have  participated  in  the  production  of  land  use  and 
occupancy  maps.  Many  people  took  their  time  away  from  living  in  the 
country  to  be  part  of  the  negotiations  this  week.  And,  you  know,  it  took  a 
lot  of  financial  resources.  It  took  a lot  of  human  resources  for  the  Innu 
people  to  be  able  to  come  up  with  a map  that  they  believe  would  be 
sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  people  today  and  tomorrow.  It's  not 
the  same  type  of  process  that  the,  unfortunately  the  provincial  government 
was  involved  in.  We  all  know  the  provincial  government  grabs  any  number, 
any  land  quantum  out  of  thin  air  and  says  this  amount  of  land  will  be 
sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  Innu  people  or  Inuit  people. 

Unfortunately,  we  don't  agree  with  that  way  of  land  selection.  We  prefer 
to  do  our  own  internal  land  selection  and  take  into  consideration  our  needs 
today  and  the  needs  of  our  children  and  their  children,  future  generations. 
And  looking  at  land  as  land  that  has  sustained  the  Innu  for  thousands  of 
years  and  hopefully  will  be  able  to  sustain  thousands  and  thousands  of 
years  of  future  Innu  generations.  And  we  looked  at  the  land  in  a very 
holistic  way.  We  cannot  do  a separate  land  from  rivers  from  other  parts  of 


rivers  and  lakes  from  other  lakes,  because  the  land  is  one  ecology.  It's 
important  in  a very  holistic  sense.  It's  important  for  the  wildlife.  It's 
important  for  the  Innu  economy.  It's  important  for  the  Labrador  economy. 
It's  important  for  the  Inuit  economy  and  so  forth.  So  we  have  to  find  a 
balance  in  terms  of  trying  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  people  and  meet  the 
needs  of  the  people  in  Labrador  in  general,  but  needs  of  the  Inuit  people. 
So  we  took  a lot  of  time  on  our  part  and  took  a lot  of  the  human  resources, 
took  a lot  of  financial  resources  to  be  able  to  come  up  with  a map  that  we 
believe,  we  strongly  believe  will  sustain  the  Innu  way  of  life  for  many 
more  thousands  of  generations. 

Erny  Lampe:  Thank  you,  Daniel. 

Daniel  Ashini:  Thank  you. 

Erny  Lampe:  Bye. 

Daniel  Ashini:  Bye. 

Erny  Lampe:  Daniel  Ashini  is  the  vice-president  of  the  Innu  Nation. 
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VOISEY'S  BAY  MINE  AND  MILL  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT  PANEL  RELEASES 
ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 

PANEL  ANNOUNCES  START  OF  45-DAY  REVIEW  PERIOD  FOR  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 
NAIN,  Labrador,  Dune  1,  1998  - The  joint  environmental  assessment  panel 
reviewing  the  proposal  for  the  Voisey's  Bay  mine  and  mill  has  announced 
today  that  it  has  received  additional  information  from  the  Voisey's  Bay 
Nickel  Company  in  response  to  the  Panel's  request  for  additional 
information  issued  May  1,1998. 

This  additional  information  is  now  available  for  public  review.  A 
45-day  review  period  begins  today.  Dune  1,  1998  and  ends  on  Duly  16, 

1998  as  required  by  the  Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MOU)  established  by 
the  Labrador  Inuit  Association,  the  Innu  Nation,  the  Government  of 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador  and  the  Government  of  Canada. 

The  Panel  is  inviting  the  public,  government  agencies  and  technical 
specialists  to  review  the  additional  information  and  comment  on  whether 
the  document  adequately  addresses  each  requirement  of  the  additional 
information  request  by  providing  sufficient  information  to  support 
meaningful  discussion  of  the  issues  at  public  hearings.  Written  and/or 
oral  comments  must  be  received  by  the  end  of  the  day  on  Duly  16,  1998. 

Those  making  oral  comments  are  asked  to  submit  a quality  recording. 

At  this  stage  of  the  review,  the  panel  is  not  inviting  comments  on  the 
merits  of  the  opinions  and  conclusions  of  the  studies,  nor  on  the 
overall  proposal  as  put  forth  by  the  proponents.  Such  comments  should 
be  made  at  the  time  of  the  public  hearings. 

After  reviewing  the  comments  received,  the  panel  will  determine  if  the 
additional  information  is  sufficient  to  proceed  to  public  hearings.  The 
panel  will  announce  its  adequacy  determination  by  Duly  31,  1998.  If 

the  EIS  is  deemed  to  be  sufficient,  the  schedule  for  hearings  will  be 
announced  by  August  7,  1998.  If  further  information  is  required,  the 


panel  will  request  the  information  from  the  proponents  by  Duly  31,  1998. 

Paper  copies  of  the  additional  information  are  available  for  review  at 
the  information  centres  on  the  attached  list. 

Please  send  written  and  oral  submissions  to  Mr.  Brian  Torrie,  Panel 
Manager  at  the  mailing  address,  electronic  mail  address  or  fax  numbers 
listed  below.  Submissions  will  also  be  accepted  by  Ms.  Mary  Webb  at  the 
panel's  Information  Office  fax  number  and  address  listed  below.  If  you 
have  any  questions  about  the  review  process,  please  contact  Mr.  Torrie 
or  Ms.  Webb.  Submissions  made  electronically  or  on  computer  disk  would 
be  appreciated. 

For  more  information  please  contact  : 

Brian  Torrie 
Panel  Manager 

Canadian  Environmental  Assessment  Agency 
200  Sacre'-Coeur  Blvd 
Hull,  Quebec 
K1A  0H3 

Tel. : (819)  997-6364 

or  (819)  953-6727  (call  collect) 

Fax:  (819)  994-1469 

or  (819)  997-4931 

e-mail:  brian.torrie@ceaa.gc.ca 

Ms.  Mary  Webb 

Information  Officer 

Environmental  Assessment  Office 

P.0.  Box  416 

Nain,  Labrador 

Tel:  (709)  922-2407 

Fax:  (709)  922-2409 
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NATIVES  ORDERED  TO  KEEP  PEACE 

Kelowna  Daily  Courier,  May  28,  1998  page  A1  by  Chuck  Poulsen 

The  first  of  two  groups  of  native  protesters  who  occupied  the  Westbank 
First  Nation  offices  for  two  days  were  released  from  custody  Wednesday  to 
shouts  of  jubilation  from  their  supporters  in  the  courtroom.  Mr.  Dustice 
Holmes,  who  was  in  the  courtroom.  Mr.  Dustice  Ronald  Holmes,  who  was  in 
Kelowna  to  deal  with  the  civil  contempt  of  court  case,  released  five 
Native  Youth  Movement  members  on  the  condition  that  they  not  go  near  the 
Westbank  band  office  except  for  legitimate  purposes.  Nine  other  members, 
who  were  involved  in  a similar  protest  last  month  at  the  BC  Treaty 
Commission  in  Vancouver,  agreed  to  an  additional  undertaking  to  keep  the 
peace . 

Homes  modified  a request  by  Westbank  band  lawyer  Grant  Hardwick  asking 
that  the  undertaking  require  the  nine  defendants  to  not  obstruct  the 
treaty  negotiation  process,  indicating  that  it  might  interfere  with  their 
rights  to  free  speech.  Nine  more  protesters,  who  had  not  been  held  in 
custody,  will  appear  today.  It's  also  thought  an  appearance  date  on  the 
charges  for  all  of  those  involved  will  be  set  today.  That  day  will  likely 
be  about  two  weeks  away  so  that  the  Crown  can  decide  whether  to  raise  the 
charges  to  a criminal  level.  "The  more  public  the  defiance,  the  closer  you 
get  to  criminal  charges,"  said  Crown  counsel  Norm  Yates,  who  was  not 


involved  in  Wednesday's  civil  proceeding. 

Hardwick  said  the  band's  civil  action  would  be  put  on  hold  if  criminal 
charges  were  laid.  He  didn't  object  to  Holmes'  keep  the  peace  order 
replacing  his  request  the  group  undertake  not  to  disrupt  the  treaty 
process.  "We  wanted  to  make  sure  that  this  kind  of  thing  doesn't  happen 
next  in  Prince  George  or  Pemberton/'  he  said.  "From  a legal  perspective 
keeping  the  peace  should  preclude  them  from  occupying  private  property." 
Noting  that  only  the  group  involved  in  the  Vancouver  protest  were  ordered 
to  keep  the  peace  as  a condition  of  their  release,  Hardwick  said 
restrictions  on  accused  escalate  with  each  incident. 

"In  Vancouver,  they  let  them  go  with  an  undertaking  that  they  not  go  back 
to  the  treaty  commission  (offices),"  he  said.  "Now  we  have  something 
broader.  If  they  do  it  again  they  may  have  to  cool  their  heels  in  the 
bucket."  Westbank  band  councillor  Larry  Derrickson  said  insurance 
adjusters  were  estimating  the  amount  of  damages  to  the  offices.  He  said 
the  band,  in  pursuing  civil  damages  against  the  protesters,  would  also  come 
up  with  a claim  for  lost  productivity  of  staff.  The  occupation  of  the  band 
offices  by  40  NYM  members  came  to  a peaceful  conclusion  Tuesday  night  with 
23  members  being  escorted  to  jail.  Seventeen  others  left  the  building 
after  an  injunction  was  read  and  were  allowed  to  walk  away  without  facing 
charges . 


The  following  letter  from  Glen  Clark,  Premier  of  BC,  was  sent  in  response 
to  an  earlier  occupation  of  BC  Treaty  Commission  offices  in  Vancouver  by 
NYM. 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Mon,  01  Hun  1998  14:32:33  -0700 

From:  "Premier  CPCS:EX"  <Premier@gems7.gov.bc.ca> 

Subject:  RE:  BCTC  occupation 

I'm  sorry  for  the  lengthy  delay  in  getting  back  to  you.  I'm  very 
pleased  the  occupation  ended  peacefully  and  the  Treaty  Commission 
offices  have  resumed  normal  operations. 

Government  recognizes  the  frustrations  of  all  First  Nations-including 
aboriginal  youth-and  that  is  why  we  established  the  treaty  process  as  a 
peaceful,  effective  means  of  resolving  aboriginal  issues. 

BC  is  establishing  a new  relationship  with  aboriginal  peoples-the  treaty 
process  is  the  cornerstone  of  this  relationship.  The  treaty  process 
will  help  create  new  opportunities  and  jobs  for  First  Nations 
communities,  including  aboriginal  youth.  I remain  fully  committed  to 
the  treaty  process  in  BC. 

All  treaties  will  be  settled  on  the  principles  of  fairness  and  equity, 
and  the  interests  of  all  British  Columbians  will  be  protected  in  treaty 
negotiations  in  the  form  of  fair  value  for  the  lands  and  resources 
provided  in  any  settlement. 

The  province  is  actively  engaged  in  negotiating  agreements-in-principle 
with  First  Nations,  and  will  continue  to  work  with  them  and  other 
parties  to  expedite  and  streamline  treaty  and  pre-treaty  processes. 

Glen  Clark 
Premier 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM! 

Further  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  process: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/C la rk/BCgovt . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/C la rk/switlo . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

— "RE:  Chiapas  Relief  Campaign"  — 

Date:  Thu,  28  May  1998  13:25:27  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "moonlight@igc.apc.org"  <moonlight@igc . ape . org 
Sub j : Chiapas  Relief  Campaign 


UUCP  email 


19,000  Indian  Refugees  in  Chiapas  - Low  Intensity  Warfare  Takes  a Toll 

Since  late  1997,  the  Mexican  government's  strategy  of  low  intensity 
warfare  has  created  19,000  Indian  refugees.  These  are  internally  displaced 
refugees  who  were  forced  from  their  communities  by  paramilitaries  that  are 
often  armed,  trained  and  directed  by  the  Mexican  army  and  local  PRI  (ruling 
party)  officials.  The  infamous  Acteal  massacre  on  December  22,  1997,  in 
which  46  Indians,  mostly  women  and  children,  were  murdered  is  but  one 
example  of  a growing  phenomenon.  The  survivors  of  Acteal  were  forced  from 
their  homes  and  live  in  squalid  conditions,  typical  of  the  refugee  camps, 
with  no  clean  water,  medical  care,  sanitation,  employment  or  decent 
shelter.  The  Mexican  government  provides  no  assistance  to  the  refugees. 

The  refugees  rely  on  international  solidarity  for  their  very  existence.  It 
costs  over  $5,000  per  week  just  to  provide  basic  foodstuffs.  Planting 
season  is  at  hand,  and  the  refugees  need  seeds  and  tools  so  that  they  will 
have  a harvest  in  the  fall. 

Why  is  the  Mexican  government  anxious  to  create  such  a desperate 
situation?  Because  Indians  throughout  the  state  of  Chiapas  are  rising  up 
and  demanding  justice,  democracy  and  respect  for  human  rights.  The 
Zapatista  uprising  in  Danuary  of  1994  inspired  thousands  of  Indians  to 
organize  themselves  and  present  demands  to  the  Mexican  government.  In 
1996,  the  Zapatistas  and  the  administration  of  President  Zedillo  signed 
the  first  of  what  was  to  be  a series  of  peace  accords.  After  signing  the 
accords,  the  Mexican  government  refused  to  implement  them.  Now  Zedillo  is 
trying  to  force  the  Zapatistas  back  to  the  negotiating  table  by  pressuring 
civilians  that  support  the  Zapatistas.  Five-year-old  children  and 
fifty-year-old  grandmothers  are  the  targets  of  the  Mexican  government's  low 
intensity  war.  The  Zapatistas  say,  "why  should  we  return  to  negotiations 
when  you  won't  implement  the  first  set  of  accords  that  we  both  signed?" 

The  vast  majority  of  Indians  in  Chiapas  support  this  position.  They  are 
sick  and  tired  of  broken  promises  from  the  federal  government.  And  now 
they  are  paying  the  ultimate  price.  The  refugees  are  a "tool"  in  the 
government's  war  against  the  indigenous. 

You  can  make  a difference.  You  can  stand  with  the  Indians  of  Chiapas 

in  their  time  of  crisis.  You  can  help  one  family  or  one  community  resist 

the  inhuman  attacks  of  the  Mexican  government.  Your  tax-deductible 
donation  of  $25  will  feed  a family  for  a month  and  will  give  them  seeds  and 
tools  so  that  they  don't  have  to  depend  on  generosity  after  the  fall 
harvest.  A donation  of  $100  will  cover  the  needs  of  four  families  for  a 

month.  And  your  donation  of  $500  will  feed  and  supply  a small  community 

for  a month. 

NAME 

ADDRESS  

CITY,  STATE,  ZIP  

PHONE  

E-MAIL  

Please  make  your  tax-deductible  donation  payable  to  the  Mexico  Solidarity 
Network,  1247  E St.,  SE,  Washington,  DC  20003-2221.  The  Duly  2-9 
Tri-National  Delegation  to  Chiapas  will  carry  the  donations  directly  to  the 
refugee  camps.  For  more  information  or  to  join  the  delegation  call 
773-583-7728.  We  guarantee  that  100%  of  your  donation  will  go  directly  to 
the  refugee  communities. 

"RE : Dakotah  News"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Dun  1998  16:23:59  -0500 

From:  Northen  Plains  Media  Consortium  <npmc@PEPP.ORG> 

Sub j : Dakotah  News 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

NPMC  Director's  Health  Improving 

Native  American  Dournalist  and  Writer,  Harold  Iron  Shield's  health  has 


been  improved  and  is  slowly  getting  back  to  the  mood.  He  took  the  Canton 
Ceremony  as  his  priority  and  took  part  in  the  ceremony  with  others 
present.  Iron  Shield  wishes  to  thank  those  who  wished  him  well  and  sent 
E-mail.  Recovery  is  most  important  right  now  and  he  will  be  on  vacation 
for  about  a week  and  returns  to  organizing  the  NPMC  board  meeting  for 
Duly.  Health's  Improving?  of  course  says  Iron  Shield,  I feel  better  than 
before  and  now  I am  ready  to  take  anything  that  contains  work. 

The  journey  to  Canton  and  back  is  very  draining  and  tired  some  when 
riding  100  miles  or  more.  If  one  can  ride  that  far,  health  most  be  good. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
NORTHERN  PLAINS  MEDIA  CONSORTIUM  PUSHED  OUT  IN  THE  COLD 

(MoorheadjMN)  In  a recent  move  the  People  Escaping  Poverty  Project  renters 
of  a building  that  houses  seven  organizations  decided  to  push  out  the 
Media  Group  that  has  been  there  for  over  two  years. 

The  purpose  is  to  make  room  for  one  trainee  who  happens  to  a native 
american  person.  The  idea  of  a divide  and  conquer  situation  may  be 
brewing.  The  Northern  Plains  Media  Consortium  has  been  in  the  building 
for  more  than  two  years  and  twice  has  been  bumped  off  by  PEPP. 

Office  space  was  offered  by  the  PEPP  Director  by  invitation  and  to 
develop  a relationship  with  their  board  members  and  those  involved  with 
PEPP. 

As  a Native  American  media  group,  we  were  unique  at  the  time  of  offer 
two  years  ago  and  therefore  were  invited  to  have  office  space  in  their 
building.  After  being  there  for  sometime  now,  the  same  office  space  was 
offered  to  other  group  who  eventually  took  over  the  office  and  left  NPMC 
out  the  door. 

Today,  our  struggle  has  not  changed  and  the  problem  remains  the  same  as 
we  are  being  pushed  out  the  door  again.  Six  other  organizations  and 
various  individuals  work  out  of  this  office  and  receive  better  treatment. 

ThePEPP  board  is  mostly  white  along  with  with  staff  and  most  decisions 
are  made  by  them.  Perhaps,  we  are  not  unique  anymore  and  being  pushed 
aside  is  not  a pleasant  feeling.  Our  organization  has  supported  every 
little  thing  they  have  done  in  the  years  we  have  in  the  building. 

PEPP  has  not  made  any  effort  to  involve  Native  American  Community 
members  and  organizations.  The  mission  of  PEPP  is  working  to  empower  poor 
people  in  their  communities  and  organize  to  better  themselves  and  the 
communities  they  live  in. 

Northern  Plains  Media  Consortium  has  been  in  existence  for  15  years  and 
has  never  encountered  ill  treatment  in  the  past.  This  is  the  first  of  its 
kind  from  an  organization  that  works  with  poor  people. 

You  can  help  by  writing.  E-mailing  or  call  the  PEPP  organization  and  let 
them  that  the  Northern  Plains  Media  Consortium  deserves  to  treated  better 
than  this.  Let  them  that  if  they  wish  to  work  with  Native  people  the  need 
to  understand  them  is  foremost  before  victimizing  them. 

The  E-mail  address  is  pepp@pepp.org  and  if  you  want  to  call  the  number 
is  1-800-373-5431.  When  calling  make  reference  to  the  Northern  Plains 
Media  Consortium's  situation  and  do  not  allow  them  to  pull  the  wool  over 
your  eyes.  Be  sure  to  ask  questions  about  the  kind  of  organization  they 
are  and  how  many  white  people  are  on  the  board  who  makes  decisions  and  are 
they  capable  of  making  non-discriminate  decisions. 

PEPP  was  founded  by  Whites  and  since  been  maintained  by  them  as  the 
majority  and  only  has  involved  Mexican-Americans  and  not  Native  Americans 
or  other  people  of  color.  Is  this  right?  Call  them  and  let  them  know  how 
you  feel  and  maybe  you  help  us  make  a difference  and  we  wouldn't  have  to  be 
out  the  door.  So  please  call  or  E-mail  this  will  help  us  and  pass  this 
message  on  to  other  Internet  links  and  make  it  a nationwide  effort. 

"RE : Treaty  Harvest  Disputes"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Dun  1998  10:56:31  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@che2.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Treaty  harvest  disputes 


Mailing  List: 


Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 


Hello  folks, 

I am  a Ph.D.  candidate  in  the  Fisheries  Dept  at  the  U of  MN  and  an 
Extension  instructor.  Spring  quarter  every  year  I teach  a class  about 
harvest  disputes  that  result  from  treaty  rights.  After  spending  an 
entire  quarter  with  primarily  white,  affluent,  "normal"  American  kids, 

I am  struck  by  how  far  we  have  to  go  and  how  much  educating  we  need  to 
do.  Therefore,  I thought  it  might  be  helpful  to  send  on  to  you  some 
fun  facts  to  know  and  TELL  about  the  Mille  Lacs  Lake  case  in 
particular  and  treaty  harvests  in  general. 

The  litigation  of  the  1837  Treaty  rights  of  the  Mille  Lacs  band  and 
eight  other  bands  from  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  is  the  last  in  a long 
line  of  suits  and  appeals  that  affect  these  two  states.  Currently, 
the  case  is  up  for  appeal  with  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  The  Court  is 
expected  to  either  deny  or  agree  to  hear  the  case  by  the  end  of  the 
summer.  Legal  eagles  believe  it  would  be  very  unusual  for  the  Court 
to  hear  an  appeal  because  the  lower  Federal  Appeals  Courts  do  not 
disagree.  Had  there  been  inconsistency  between  the  WI  and  MN 
decisions,  it  would  have  been  likely  that  they  would  have  heard 
arguments.  That  said,  this  particular  Court  is  full  of  surprises  and 
we  cannot  count  on  "normal"  things  to  happen  with  this  Court.  If  the 
Court  denies  the  case,  it  is  over  and  those  opposed  to  treaty  harvests 
have  no  other  judicial  avenues.  I believe  that  having  lost  this 
option,  violence  is  a real  possibility.  Certainly,  there  will  be  more 
pressure  on  legislators  to  abrogate  the  treaties. 

The  Eight  Circuit  DID  NOT  determine  an  allocation  for  the  bands. 

While  precedence  in  WI  and  the  Pacific  Northwest  support  the  50/50 
split,  the  courts  have  not  declared  this.  However,  MNDNR  has  begun 
planning  for  an  Indian  harvest  of  up  to  50%.  The  courts  will  determine 
harvest  allocation  only  as  the  need  arises. 

Sportfishing  overwhelmingly  takes  the  most  fish.  Of  the  270,000  lb.  of 
allowable  harvest  on  Mille  Lacs,  the  band  will  take  40,000  lbs.  About 
2%.  Statewide  in  WI,  Indian  harvest  accounts  for  about  4%  of  total 
harvest.  Anglers  take  the  rest.  The  band  has  a strict  conservation 
code  that  is  enforced  on  a DAILY  basis.  EVERY  speared  fish  is  counted 
and  recorded.  Not  many  non-Indian  anglers  would  be  willing  to  submit 
to  this  type  of  draconian  oversight.  It  is  a tribute  to  the  bands  that 
they  do. 

Spearfishing  has  NO  impact  on  fish  populations.  A female  walleye 
produces  15,000  eggs  per  pound  of  body  weight.  Environment,  rather 
than  harvest,  has  the  largest  impact  on  egg  survival.  Millions  of 
eggs  die  before  winter  due  to  predation,  weather,  lack  of  food  & 
shelter,  and  other  environmental  conditions.  In  the  great  primordial 
pool  that  is  Mille  Lacs  lake,  a dead  fish  is  a dead  fish.  270,000 
pounds  of  dead  fish  harvested  by  anglers  the  year  before  cannot  spawn; 
40,000  harvested  by  the  band  cannot  spawn.  A dead  fish  is  a dead 
fish_.it  doesn't  matter  how  or  when  the  fish  is  harvested. 

Additionally,  80%  of  all  speared  fish  are  males.  This  is  because  they 
move  into  the  shallows  in  response  to  and  AFTER  female  egg-laying. 
Additionally,  traditional  American  hunting  activities  are  planned 
during  spawning  i.e.,  deer  season,  grouse  season,  turkey  season 
because  the  prey  is  easier  to  catch ...  .this  is  not  a uniquely  Indian 
methodology. 

The  band  deer  harvest  last  year  was  800  animals.  The  number  of  deer 
killed  on  the  road  in  Minnesota  by  primarily  non-Indians  drivers 
ranges  from  20,000  to  30,000  animals  per  year.  This  is  not  a typo. 

Traditions  are  not  bounded  by  technology.  All  people  grow  and  develop 
as  a culture  while  keeping  their  traditions.  We  use  twinkle  lights  on 
Xmas  trees  instead  of  candles,  microwave  ovens  instead  of  wood  fired 
hearths  to  cook  our  Thanksgiving  turkey,  depth  finders  and  bass  boats 
to  angle  instead  of  a pole,  a hook  and  a raft.  The  traditions  are  not 
diminished . 

Finally,  the  courts  did  not  grant  special  privileges  to  Indians. 
Treaties  are  legal  contracts  that  cannot  be  changed  without  consent 
by  both  parties.  Your  mortgage  cannot  be  changed  by  Sallie  Mae  without 
your  consent.  Same  principle.  In  the  treaties,  Indian  nations  granted 


land  to  the  U.S.  government  and  reserved  usufructuary  rights  for 
themselves.  These  are  property  rights  that  we  all  enjoy.  If  we  sell 
land,  we  can  reserve  the  rights  to  the  minerals  beneath  it.  If  we 
sell  land  we  can  preserve  a right  of  way  across  it.  If  we  sell  a 
business  we  can  retain  the  client  list.  If  Indians  lose 
this  right , then  all  Americans  lose  this  right. 

Thank  you  for  your  time_..go  forth  and  educate! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"I  have  sometime  thought  of  the  final  cause  of  dogs  having 
such  short  lives,  and  I am  quite  satisfied  it  is  in 
compassion  to  the  human  race;  for  if  we  suffer  so  much  in 
losing  a dog  after  an  acquaintance  of  ten  or  twelve  years, 
what  would  it  be  if  they  were  to  live  double  that  time?" 

Sir  Walter  Scott  (1771-1832) 

"RE : Commission  to  Hold  Sovereignty  Forum"  

Date:  Tue,  2 Dun  1998  07:32:59  -1000 

From:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub j : Civil  Rights  Commission  to  hold  Sovereignty  forum 

<<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>> 

This  message  is  sent  to  subscribers  of  the  Hawaii  Nation  Info 
service,  featuring  articles,  updates  and  action  alerts  on  Hawaiian 
politics  and  culture,  for  informational  and  educational  purposes  only. 
Contents  represent  the  views  of  author/originator  of  message/article. 

Redistribute  freely.  Un/subscribe:  mailto:info@hawaii-nation.org 
<<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>> 

***  NEWS  RELEASE  *** 

For  Release:  Immediately 

Contact:  Hon.  Charles  Maxwell,  Sr. 

(808)  572-8038  or 
Stella  G.  Youngblood 
(213)  894-3437 

LOS  ANGELES,  CA  - The  Hawaii  Advisory  Committee  to  the  U.S  Commission 
on  Civil  Rights  was  today  rechartered  for  a two-year  term  by  a unanimous 
vote  of  the  members  of  the  U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights.  The  Advisory 
Committee's  newly  appointed  chairman  is  Charles  Kauluwehi  Maxwell,  Sr,  a 
Hawaiian  cultural  specialist  and  leading  advocate  for  Native  Hawaiian  civil 
rights  issues.  Maxwell  is  a longtime  advisory  committee  member  who  was 
instrumental  in  the  publication  of  the  Committee  1991  report,  "A  Broken 
Trust:  The  Hawaiian  Homelands  Program:  Seventy  Years  of  Failure  of  the 
Federal  and  State  Governments  to  Protect  the  Civil  Rights  of  Native 
Hawaiians . " 

Chairperson  Maxwell  is  extremely  optimistic  about  the  current 
recharter  period  and  stated,  "As  we  approach  the  new  millennium  the  Hawaii 
Advisory  Committee  is  anxious  to  study  and  examine  new  ways  to  preserve  and 
protect  the  civil  rights  of  all  minorities  and  Native  Hawaiian  people." 

The  Advisory  Committee  plans  to  hold  four  public  meetings  late  this 
summer  on  civil  rights  enforcement,  Hawaiian  Sovereignty  issues,  and  the 
administration  of  justice  by  Hawaiian  criminal  courts.  The  first  event,  a 
follow-up  to  the  Hawaiian  Homes  Lands  Report  "A  Broken  Trust",  will  be  held 
on  Tuesday  August  4,  1998,  from  9:00  to  3:00  pm  at  Kapi'olani  Community 
College,  Diamond  Head  Campus,  Honolulu. 

The  second  event,  a roundtable  discussion  of  Hawaiian  sovereignty, 
will  be  held  on  Saturday,  August  22,  1998,  from  9:00  am  to  6:00  pm  at  the 
Hawaii  Imin  International  Conference  Center,  East-West  Center  Defferson 
Hall,  Room  225  (Keoni  Auditorium),  1777  East  West  Road,  Honolulu.  Testimony 
for  this  forum  may  be  submitted  to  <sovforum@hookele . com> . 

Additional  information  regarding  these  meetings  will  be  made  available 
to  the  public  in  coming  weeks. 

Chairperson  Maxwell  also  stated  that  the  Committee  plans  to  begin  work 
on  updating  its  Broken  Trust  report  later  this  year. 

State  Advisory  Committees  were  established  in  each  state  and  the 
District  of  Columbia  by  the  U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  in  accordance 


with  enabling  legislation  and  the  Federal  Advisory  Committee  Act.  The  role 
of  the  Hawaii  Advisory  Committee  to  the  U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  is 
to  advise  the  Commission  on  matters  pertaining  to  discrimination  or  denials 
of  equal  protection  of  the  laws  because  of  race,  color,  religion,  sex, 
national  origin,  disability,  or  in  the  administration  of  justice,  and  to 
aid  the  Commission  in  its  statutory  obligation  to  serve  as  a national 
clearinghouse  for  information  on  those  subjects. 

The  members  of  the  Hawaii  Advisory  Committee  are  Charles  Kauluwehi 
Maxwell,  Sr.  of  Maui,  Mrs.  Patricia  Cook,  Mr.  David  Michael  Forman,  Mr. 
Ouentin  K.  Kawananakoa,  Mrs.  Faye  Kennedy,  Mr.  Alan  Murakami,  Dr.  Helen 
Nagtalon-Miller,  Mrs.  Marion  Saunders,  Mr  Oswald  Stender,  and  Mr.  Anthony 
Vericelia,  all  of  Honolulu,  and  Ms.  Dulianne  R Puzon  of  Waianae.  For 
additional  information  about  the  Hawaii  Advisory  Committee's  activities, 
please  contact  Chairman  Maxwell  by  phone  at  (808)  572-8038,  or  via  e-mail 
at  <kale@maui . net> . Additional  information  may  also  be  obtained  by 
contacting  the  Commission's  Western  Regional  Office  in  Los  Angeles  at  (213) 
894-3437. 


i Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  i 
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"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

- "RE:  Progress  Expected  in  Log  Talks"  

Date:  Sun,  May  31,  1998  3:36  AM  EDT 

From:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

Sub j : N.B.  tense  - blockades  possible 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
PROGRESS  EXPECTED  IN  LOG  TALKS  - BLOCKADE  REMAINS  OPTION 
Globe  and  Mail,  May  30,  1998,  CP 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Fredericton  - There  could  be  a break  soon  in  the  logjam  over  aboriginal 
timber  rights  in  New  Brunswick.  Tim  Paul,  a spokesman  for  native  loggers, 
says  that,  despite  tough  talk  and  threats  of  road  blockades  from  some 
aboriginal  persons,  a peaceful  resolution  is  in  the  works.  Mr.  Paul, 
president  of  the  Native  Loggers  Business  Association,  said  yesterday  a 
settlement  offer  is  being  prepared  and  should  be  ready  for  presentation  to 
the  provincial  government  on  Monday.  "We'll  see  if  we  can  resolve  this 
peacefully,"  Mr.  Paul  said.  The  New  Brunswick  government  has  offered 
aboriginal  loggers  5 per  cent  of  the  annual  allowable  cut  as  an  interim 
solution  to  the  impasse  over  native  logging  on  disputed  Crown  land.  At 
present  that  share  would  be  20,000  cubic  metres. 

But  aboriginal  people  feel  they  are  entitled  to  more,  pointing  to  18th 
century  treaties  that  suggest  the  crown  lands  of  New  Brunswick  are  in  fact 
aboriginal  lands  that  were  never  ceded  nor  sold.  The  aboriginal  right  to 
harvest  and  sell  Crown  timber  was  struck  down  last  month  by  the  province's 
Court  of  Appeal,  overturning  the  decision  of  two  lower  courts.  Mr.  Paul 
said  he  is  concerned  that  some  natives  have  reached  the  boiling  point  and 
may  take  matters  into  their  own  hands.  Their  were  threats  this  week  from 
some  native  loggers  at  the  Big  Cove  reserve  in  eastern  New  Brunswick,  who 
warned  they  may  block  highways  next  week  if  matters  are  not  resolved 
satisfactorily. 

"There  is  a lot  of  tension  right  now,"  said  logger  Brian  Francis  of  Big 
Cove.  The  Liberal  government  began  its  crackdown  on  wildcat  loggers  last 
week.  Enforcement  officers  have  seized  six  lumber  trucks  to  date  and  warned 
mills  they  will  be  charged  if  they  buy  native-cut  lumber.  "One  day  you 
think  you're  making  progress  and  then  the  following  day,  seven  or  eight  new 
sites  start  up.  It's  very  difficult  to  manage,"  said  Deputy  Premier  Doug 


Tyler,  pointing  out  the  problem  is  being  driven  by  the  non-native 
community.  For  example,  most  of  the  trucks  have  been  driven  by 
non-aboriginal  drivers.  Tyler  said  if  the  aboriginal  people  would  leave  the 
logging  area,  it  would  be  easier  to  negotiate  a settlement  and  the  threat 
of  violence  would  disappear. 
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"RE : Native  Loggers  Cut  to  the  Chase"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Dun  1998  23:02:21  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : N.B.  Timber  dispute 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

NATIVE  LOGGERS  CUT  TO  THE  CHASE 
The  Globe  and  Mail,  Dune  2,  1998  (CP) 

Fredericton  - Native  loggers  in  New  Brunswick  have  put  down  their 
chainsaws  and  drawn  up  a peace  offer  as  a show  of  good  faith  in  the 
dispute  over  aboriginal  timber  rights.  Tim  Paul,  president  of  the  Native 
Loggers  Business  Association,  said  yesterday  natives  will  be  asked  this 
week  to  consider  a counter-offer  to  the  province's  recent  proposal  for  a 
share  of  the  wood  cut  on  Crown  land.  To  show  their  seriousness,  Mr.  Paul 
said  virtually  all  native  logging  has  stopped,  except  for  what  he 
described  as  a few  hard-core  cutters  determined  to  stay  in  the  woods  at 
any  cost. 

As  well,  he  said  there  will  be  no  protests  or  blockades  while  negotiations 
with  the  province  are  at  this  sensitive  and  critical  stage.  "How  much  more 
good  faith  can  we  show?"  said  Mr.  Paul,  who  has  his  own  logging  company. 
Thunder  East.  The  New  Brunswick  government  has  offered  aboriginal  loggers 
five  per  cent  of  the  annual  allowable  cut.  It  is  expected  natives  will  ask 
for  more  in  their  counter-offer,  based  on  what  they  consider  a treaty 
right  to  the  Crown  lands  and  forests  of  New  Brunswick.  That  treaty  right 
was  recognized  in  two  lower  courts  in  the  province,  but  it  was  rejected  by 
the  New  Brunswick  Court  of  Appeal  in  a decision  last  month  that  sparked 
the  native  protest. 

Louella  Woods,  spokeswoman  for  the  provincial  Natural  Resources 
Department,  said  that  as  of  yesterday,  eight  lumber  trucks  have  been 
seized  by  the  province  at  native  cutting  sites.  There  have  been  no  trucks 
seized  since  Friday.  The  province  has  also  warned  lumber  mills  they  could 
be  charged  if  caught  with  illegally  cut  native  wood.  M.  Woods  said  the 
government  will  consider  the  counter-proposal.  "We'll  have  to  see  what 
their  proposal  is,"  she  said.  "The  government  is  dealing  with  the  chiefs 
on  the  reserves  and  they're  not  all  in  agreement  with  Tim  Paul's  group. 

But  I feel  they'll  at  least  consider  the  proposal. 

Mr.  Paul  said  the  chiefs  will  be  asked  to  take  the  counter-proposal  to 
government  once  the  plan  is  approved  at  a general  meeting.  Such  a 


gathering  could  be  held  as  early  as  today.  Meanwhile  the  regional  chief  of 
the  Warriors  Society  said  plans  are  on  hold  for  a convoy  of  logging  trucks 
to  protest  the  crackdown.  "We  have  to  wait  and  see  what  the  province  has 
to  give  to  the  people  and  if  the  people  accept  that/'  Frank  Thomas  said 
from  the  Tobique  reserve  north  of  Fredericton.  "Its  the  people's  choice 
and  if  the  people  feel  it's  right,  we'll  support  it.  But  if  there's 
trickery  in  it,  we  can't  support  it.  Mr.  Thomas,  who  is  from  Nova  Scotia, 
also  said  there  won't  be  any  road  blockades. 
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"RE : Request  for  Indian  Veterans"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Dun  1998  22:41:23  -0600 

From:  "Cade,  Susan,  , SAM-GNFB"  <CADES@COMM. HQ. AF .MIL> 

Subj:  Request  for  Indian  Veterans 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

The  U.  S.  Air  Force  is  seeking  to  create  a display  for  the  Air  Force 
Academy  honoring  Native  Americans  who  served  in  the  Air  Force  (or  its 
predecessor,  the  Army  Air  Corps)  between  1940  and  1997.  Photographs, 
narratives  of  first-person  experiences  and  memorabilia  are  being  sought. 

All  photographs  and  memorabilia  will  be  returned.  Persons  with  material 
to  submit  should  send  them  to  Native  American  Special  Observances 
Committee  (NASOC),  Attn:  Professor  Pamela  Chadick,  Director,  HQ 
USAFA/DFPFA,  2354  Fairchild  Drive,  Suite  3K27,  USAF  Academy,  Co.  80840. 

Questions  can  also  be  sent  to  that  address  or  contact  Professor  Chadick 
by  telephone  at  (719)  333-2416  or  call  Mr.  S.  S.  Hampton,  Sr.  (Choctaw), 
Chair,  Native  American  Special  Observances  at  (719)  333-3430  or  (719) 
333-3431. 


"RE;  Language  Bank"  

Date:  Sat,  06  Dun  1998  11:21:37  GMT 

From:  "Rockman"  <rockman@first-nations-place . com> 

Subj : Language  bank 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

If  you  were  walking  through  the  woods  and  saw  an  Eagle  you  would  stop.  If 
the  eagle  began  to  sing  the  song  of  a blue  jay  you  would  be  shocked.  The 
eagle  must  communicate  in  the  language  the  Creator  gave  it.  So  must  we. 
Unfortunately  through  the  efforts  of  the  various  governing  bodies  and 
churches  our  languages  are  almost  lost.  Time  is  of  the  essence  here.  Not 
Indian  Time  but  real  time  must  now  be  spent  banking  our  languages  so  our 
children  and  their  children  can  speak  the  language  the  Creator  gave  us. 
www.First-Nations-Place.com  is  beginning  a First  Nation  Language  Bank  and 
need  deposits.  Any  input  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  I ask  you  to  put 
away  any  politics  and  fears  of  the  non-natives  reading  and  learning  from 
this  bank.  I will  set  a security  for  membership  that  will  be  free  to  native 
organizations,  schools,  youth  groups  and  natives.  We  need  this  so  please 
help. 

cmailto: roc kman@first- nations -place . com> 

Asin-nee-nini,  Anishnawbe  Turtle  clan. 

Meeg-wetch 


RE:  Through  the  Mouse  Eye 


Date:  Fri,  05  Dun  1998  10:19:13  +0200 

From:  Serge  HUMBERT  <sledge.hammer@infonie.fr> 

Subj:  through  the  mouse  eye... 


UUCP  email 


It  was  a great  mound  of  hair  with  black  horns.  It  was  a great  buffalo. 
Dumping  Mouse  could  hardly  believe  the  greatness  of  the  being  he  saw  lying 
there  before  him.  He  was  so  large  that  Dumping  Mouse  could  have  crawled  into 
one  of  his  great  horns. 

"Such  a magnificent  being/'  thought  Dumping  Mouse,  and  he  crept  closer. 
"Hello,  my  brother, " said  the  Buffalo.  "Thank  you  for  visiting  me." 

"Hello,  Great  Being,"  said  Dumping  Mouse.  "Why  are  you  lying  there?" 

"I  am  sick  and  I am  dying."  the  Buffalo  said,  and  my  medicine  has  told  me 
that  only  the  eye  of  a mouse  can  heal  me.  But  Little  Brother,  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  a mouse." 

Dumping  Mouse  was  shocked.  "One  of  my  eyes."  he  thought,  "one  of  my  tiny 
eyes . " 

He  scurried  back  into  the  stand  of  chokecherries . 

But  the  breathing  came  harder  and  slower. 

"He  will  die,"  thought  Dumping  Mouse,  "If  I don't  give  him  my  eye.  He  is 
too  great  a being  to  let  die." 

He  went  back  to  where  the  buffalo  lay  and  spoke:  " I am  a mouse,"  he  said 
with  a shaky  voice.  "And  you  are  a great  being.  I cannot  let  you  die.  I have 
two  eyes,  so  you  may  have  one  of  them"... 

Cheyenne  tradition. 

Everyone,  I mean  the  cattle  industry  and  the  buffalo  "industry" ( Bison 
World  April  1994),  have  asked  since  many  years,  to  eradicate  the  brucellosis 
of  the  Yellowstone  herd... 

It  is  a nonsense,  as  you  said  among  the  100  000  elks  which  carry  brucellosis 

too . . . 

It  would  only  work  on  the  "image  de  marque"  of  the  buffalo,  a kind  of 
expiatory  sacrifice. 

That  policy  would  turn  the  Yellowstone  herd  to  be  managed  as  the  National 
Bison  Range . . . 

I was  thinking  that  instead  of  killing  the  positive  beasts, and  since  it 
seems  that  the  herd  of  yellowstone  has  developed  a resistance  to  the 
disease,  could  it  be  a critical  interest  in  observing  how  it  worked? 

Couldn't  we  find  someone  interested  to  offer  a kind  of  "island",  a 
wilderness  area,  free  from  cattle,  and  a project  of  studying  that??? 

Is  there  any  spot  out  of  nowhere,  which  could  welcome  such  a study?? 

Once  it  would  be  proven  the  herd  to  be  brucellosis  free,  would  the  Dol 
authorized  an  accompanied  rambling  of  the  buffaloes?  Could  that  be 
negotiated???  What  would  be  their  position? 

I think  that  the  key  solution  of  a change,  I would  say  revolution,  in 
the  plains, ( Buffalo  Commons)  is  in  a growing  demand  for  buffalo  meat  from 
the  NA.  In  fact  if  the  NA  would  turn  to  buffalo  meat  in  everyday's  life, 
instead  of  feeding  themselves  through  the  interests  of  the  Big  Three,  that 
demand  would  increase  the  prices  of  buffalo.  ITBC  would  have  to  face  the 
buying,  butchering  and  marketing  of  the  animals.  The  only  one  way  to  keep 
the  meat  affordable  for  people,  would  be  to  develop  high  priced  parts  of 
the  buffalo,  such  as  once  was  the  smoked  tongue...  and  other  things. 

Then  I would  like  you  to  read  this:  Bison  World  Danuary  February  1994. 
"American  Verses  Native-American  Bison  Meat.  When  asked  to  choose  between 
American  and  Native-American  produced  bison,  European  marketers  responded 
in  favor  of  Native-American  produced  bison.  From  the  interviews,  it  appears 
that  Native-American  bison  has  the  connotation  of  being  a product  naturally 
raised  in  its  traditional  environment,  and  symbolizes  the  ever-popular 
Western  image  of  strength  and  power,  and  exhibits  the  true  Western  taste." 

As  far  as  I know,  nothing  came  out  of  this  demand.  There  were  no 
Native-American  bison  for  sale...  Neither  was  found  the  true  Western 
taste...  for  everyone  cook  the  bison  the  same  way  as  the  beef  and  pay  it 
here  four  time  or  five  time  the  price  of  the  beef... 

All  that  fade  started  may  be  with  the  "Dancing  with  wolves"  movie... 
today  what  could  be  the  movie  supporting  the  buffalo???  What  are  doing  the 
NA  involved  in  the  movie  or  video  business??? 


May  be  I don't  jump  high  enough,  may  be  I am  shortsighted  and  my  eye  is 
not  good  enough  to  cure  the  buffalo...  but  I will  try  again... and  again. 
Thanks  for  reading. 

- — "RE:  The  Hopping  Stone  Vision"  

Date:  Sat,  6 Dun  1998  20:37:21  EDT 

From:  RavenWoIf@aol.com 

Sub j : The  Red  Road  Newsletter 

The  Red  Road 
Newsletter 

| Dune  06,  1998 

I 

The  Hopping  Stone  Vision  taken  from  Patu 

Deep  in  the  southwest  deserts,  an  old  medicine  man  and  young  brave  stand 
atop  a great  plateau.  Together,  they  silently  survey  all  the  earth. 

After  what  seems  like  ages  of  absorbing  all  that  can  be  seen,  the  old 
man  taps  his  medicine  stick  on  the  ground.  From  twelve  different 
directions  great  streaks  of  lightning  strike  the  earth,  and  from  each 
place  the  lightning  strikes,  twelve  great  stones  begin  to  form.  As  the 
stones  form,  the  old  man  begins  to  sing  an  ancient  song. 

Drawn,  irresistibly,  by  the  old  man's  song,  the  twelve  great  stones 
slowly  weave  their  way  through  the  vast  obstacles  that  stand  between  them 
and  the  plateau.  They  pass  over  enormous  mountains  and  vast  stretches  of 
water.  They  roll  through  dense  forests  and  jungles.  They  cross  great 
deserts  and  glaciers  --  growing  stronger,  larger,  and  more  powerful  with 
each  passing  moment. 

Finally,  all  twelve  stones  reach  the  mesa  and  silently  gather  around  the 
old  man  and  brave. 

"You  see  these  twelve  great  stones?" 

"Yes,  Grandfather . " 

"Build  a sacred  circle  with  them." 

With  prayerfulness  and  great  care,  the  brave  gathers  the  stones  and 
places  them  in  a sacred  circle.  "Do  you  know  what  you  have  done,  my  son?" 

"I  have  built  a medicine  wheel." 

"Yes.  Go  now  and  show  me  your  place.  Walk  into  the  Sacred  Circle  and  sit 
upon  the  stone  that  represents  your  position  in  the  Great  Circle  of  Life." 

As  the  brave  moves  towards  the  Sacred  Circle,  the  old  man  begins  to 
chant  --  and  all  twelve  stones  begin  to  glow. 

For  a few  moments,  the  young  brave  prayerfully  circles  the  medicine 
wheel  trying  to  find  the  stone  that  represents  his  particular  place:  His 
personality  and  temperament,  his  strengths  and  weaknesses;  but  none  of 
them  feels  right  to  him,  so  he  chooses  the  one  that  best  seems  to  fit:  he 
chooses  the  Red  Man  Stone  and  sits  on  it.  But  after  a few  moments,  his 
seat  begins  to  smoke  and  he  leaps  off  the  great  stone  calling  out  in  pain. 

"The  Red  Man  Stone  is  red  hot!" 

The  old  man  looks  at  him  and  smiles  mischievously. 

"Perhaps  you  are  not  meant  to  be  a Red  Man  this  life.  Try  another  stone. 

Worried  and  confused  now,  the  young  brave  stares  at  the  glowing  circle 
of  stones. 

For  along  time  he  stares  and  refuses  to  move. 

He  calms  his  mind.  He  concentrates.  He  carefully  studies  the  texture, 
shape,  color  and  size  of  each  great  stone,  searching  for  the  one  that 
feels  most  like  him. 

Finally,  the  young  brave  takes  a deep  breath,  asks  the  Great  Spirit  for 
help  and  walks  over  to  the  White  Man  Stone.  But  as  soon  as  he  sits  upon 
the  great  rock,  his  seat  begins  to  smoke,  and  he  leaps  off  screaming  again 

"The  White  Man  Stone  is  red  hot,  too!" 

Seeming  to  delight  in  the  young  brave's  dilemma,  the  old  man  answers, 
"Then  you  are  not  meant  to  be  a White  Man  this  life.  Try  again." 

More  perplexed  than  ever,  the  young  brave  tries  again,  this  time 
choosing  the  Oriental  Stone  --  with  the  same  results:  His  seat  catches  on 
fire  and  he  leaps  up  again! 

"ALL  OF  THESE  STONES  ARE  RED  HOT!!!  How  do  you  expect  me  to  find  my 


place  in  the  Great  Circle  if  I cannot  sit  on  any  stone?" 

The  old  man  smiles  and  looks  deeply  into  the  young  brave's  eyes. 

"Perhaps  you  are  not  meant  to  sit  on  any  single  stone  this  life.  Perhaps 
you  are  meant  to  hop  from  stone  to  stone." 

"Then  I shall  have  no  place  to  sit  in  the  Sacred  Circle!" 

"Perhaps  your  place  is  the  Hopping  Place  --  which  is  no  place,  and  all 
places;  the  last  place  we  must  master  before  we  can  leave  this  world  and 
join  the  Great  Spirit  Who  lives  in  the  center  of  the  Great  Circle." 

Stunned  by  the  old  man's  revelation,  the  young  brave  is  silent.  As  if 
struck  by  some  great  bolt  of  lightning,  he  cannot  move  or  speak.  He  can 
only  tremble  as  new  thoughts  and  feelings  rush  into  his  mind  and  heart. 

For  a few  moments,  the  old  man  leaves  the  brave  to  his  thoughts.  Then  he 
speaks  again. 

"Listen. " 

The  young  brave  listens  and  begins  to  hear  the  twelve  stones  arguing. 

"Do  you  hear  the  stones  arguing  with  one  another?" 

"Yes,  Grandfather . " 

"And  do  you  know  why  they  argue  so,  day  and  night,  age  upon  age,  without 
ceasing?" 

"Because  they  do  not  understand  one  another?" 

"Yes.  And  do  you  know  why  they  do  not  understand  one  another?" 

"No . " 

"Because  they  sit  in  one  place  all  the  time  and  can  not  yet  hop  as  you 
do. " 

The  old  man  looks  deep  into  the  eyes  of  the  brave  and  then  continues. 
"Since  you  are  a hopper,  your  job  is  to  hop  from  stone  to  stone  and  help 
them  understand  one  another.  If  you  do  this,  my  son,  you  shall  find  peace 
in  your  heart  and  help  bring  peace  and  happiness  to  the  Great  Medicine 
Wheel  of  Life.  This  is  the  task  the  Great  Spirit  has  given  you." 

Another  long  silence  descends  upon  the  old  man  and  brave.  They  both 
stare  at  the  glowing  red  stones  for  a long  time.  At  last,  the  old  man 
turns  to  the  brave  and  speaks  again. 

"Remember  this  vision,  my  son,  and  share  it  with  those  whom  the  Great 
Spirit  sends  to  you.  For  this  vision  is  not  only  given  to  you.  It  is  also 
given  to  the  other  stone  hoppers  who  have  come  to  the  earth  to  unite  the 
Great  Medicine  Wheel  of  Life." 

Submitted  by:  SumerWCree@aol . com 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

The  Red  Road  Newsletter  is  a free  online  publication  for  and  about  Native 
Americans.  If  you  wish  to  subscribe,  simply  write  to  RavenWoIf@aol.com  and 
put  the  words,  "ADD  ME"  in  the  subject  line.  To  be  removed  from  the  mailing 
list,  put  the  words,  "REMOVE  ME"  in  the  subject  line.  Feel  free  to  send  in 
anything  you  wish  to  share  with  others,  and  please,  if  what  you  send  is  not 
your  own  work,  pay  close  attention  to  copy-rite  laws. 

Peace  and  Blessings, 

"RE : Writing  a News  Release"  

Date:  Fri,  29  May  1998  15:37:10  -0400 
From:  Randy  Redhawk  <r jrl095@innwebnet . com> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  WRITING  A NEWS  RELEASE 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

WRITING  NEWS  RELEASES 

How  do  you  make  your  organization  or  tribal  news,  gatherings,  protests, 
and  law  suits,  news  worthy  and  from  a Native  viewpoint  instead  of  Wire 
service  viewpoint,  and  still  get  into  the  newspapers? 

First  things  first.  Who?  YOU,  What?  Whatever  you  want  to  talk  about. 
When?  Either  an  upcoming  protest,  court  date,  or  if  in  the  past,  use  the 
word  "recently"  as  in  "The  Hopi  Nation  recently.  Where?  Always  give  an 
exact  location,  preferably  with  a map  enclosed. 

Ok,  You  have  the  details,  now  how  do  you  make  it  newsworthy?  First  and 
foremost,  your  news-release  MUST  have  several  quotes  in  it,  from  one  or 
more  people  in  authority,  (elders  are  a good  source  of  quotes)  secondly 


send  out  photographs  to  ALL  your  newservices,  of  the  people  that  you  are 
quoting. 


Some  things  newspapers  look  at: 

If  there  are  NO  quotes,  there  is  no  story,  it  is  an  editorial  or  advertisement, 
and  NOT  newsworthy — If  there  are  no  photographs  attached  to  the  story,  the 
story  is  plain,  it  may  show  up,  but  not  where,  or  how  you  wanted  it  to  read.  If 
there  are  NO  Contact 

numbers,  the  story  is  bogus,  and  can  not  be  trusted  to  be  the  truth. 

Here  is  an  example  of  a fake  story  that  could  have  been  better  - read  the 
difference  in  the  two  stories: 

Bad  Example: 

On  March  23,  1996  tribal  leaders  of  the  Samei  nation  filed  a lawsuit  in 
Superior  court  over  land  rights  that  claim  wrongly  that  20,000  acres  of 
Sami  land  belong  to  cattle  ranchers  in  Texas,  instead  of  the  Sami  people 
who  have  been  herding  Sheep  there  for  600  years.  We  will  protest  this 
and  ask  your  support  on  March  25th  at  the  Laredo  City  Court  House. 

Good  Example: 

NEWS  RELEASE-FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

by  Marge  Allen 

Contact  Marge  Allen  at  1-555-1212 
P.0.  Box  215 
Laredo,  TX  60666 
email  marge@your . net . com 

Laredo,  TX  - Recently  the  Samei  Nation  filed  a lawsuit  in  Laredo  Texas  to 
stop  the  use  of  land  by  non-natives.  According  to  Lee  Mars,  101  year  old 
Samei  Tribal  Chief,  "We  have  been  using  this  property  for  herding  sheep  for 
over  600  years,  we  can  not  lay  down  and  let  them  have  more  of  our  cherished 
land."  He  was  joined  by  traditionalists,  including  , 82  year  old,  Boing 
Agar  who  stated,  "We  can  protest  this  anti-native  action  peacefully,  by 
working  together."  Agar  and  other  tribal  leaders  are  hoping  for  support 
for  their  March  25th  protest  of  Native  solidarity  against  misuse  and 
illegal  confiscation  of  Native  lands,  "We  can  only  pray  that  the  people 
will  join  us  outside  the  Laredo  Texas  Courthouse."  Agar  said. 

Lee  Mars  l-555-1313<BR> 

Boing  Agar  l-555-1414<BR><BR> 

Now  this  is  a simple  thing,  but  now  you  add  a couple  of  photographs, 
your  name  as  author,  your  contact  number,  and  the  contact  numbers  of 
the  people  you  interviewed.  Make  sure  your  address  (physical  not  email) 
is  on  the  news-release.  Make  sure  the  photographs  have  the  correct  name 
on  them.  Use  this  same  format  for  ANY  news  release,  for  example:  A story 
on  Awards  given  to  tribal  members.  Native  craftsmen,  elders  that  want  to 
send  a message  to  all  people.  Write  me  for  more  story  ideas! 

There  are  plenty  more  tips  I can  give  you  for  writing  news-releases, 
especially  for  International  Native  News,  because  what  we  will  print, 
anyone  will  print.  If  we  can  be  of  service,  email  me  from  our  homepage. 

Getting  your  News  to  I.N.N. 

I.N.N.  wants  your  stories,  you  can  scan  your  photographs  (300  dpi  minimum) 
and  upload  them  and  your  stories  to  I.N.N.  or  you  can  mail  them,  which  we 
prefer,  to:  International  Native  News,  219  Manchester  Street  West,  Battle 
Creek,  MI  49017-2221  http://www.innwebnet.com/inn/ 


NAT-FILM:  Public  service  by  United  Native  Aboriginal  Broadcasting. 

http://www.unat.org  Posts  copyright  original  author/sender  unless 
noted  otherwise,  and  remain  in  archives.  Posts  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  opinions  of  the  administration  or  membership  of  UNATB(C) 


"RE : Dump  Hack  Metcalf  Now"  

Date:  Thunsdaylune41998  10:24:34  PM 
From:  anthunmillen50@juno.com 
Sub j : DUMP  HACK  METCALF  NOW! 

UUCP  email 
please  post 

ANTI- RACIST  EMERGENCY  ACTION  NETWORK--  ACTION  ALERT  --DUMP  HACK  METCALF 
NOW! 

When  confnonted  about  having  Rep.  lack  Metcalf  as  a speaken  at  thein 
"Town  Hall  Panel"  on  lune  30th  in  Seattle,  Sea  Shephend  defended  dinectly 
wonking  with  Metcalf  and  called  him  a "stellan  leaden"  and  one  of  thein 
suppontens  called  him  "a  gneat  public  senvant".  They  did  not  at  all  tny 
to  deny  any  of  the  infonmation  we  gave  them  on  Metcalf.  All  they  would  say 
was  that  Metcalf  supponted  thein  issue  and  that  is  all  that  is  impontant. 

We  have  been  infonmed  by  a lawyen  who  was  an  activist  against  the  fonmen 
Apantheid  negime  in  South  Afnica,  in  Olympia,  that  when  they  lobbied  the 
legislatune  "he,  sevenal  times  made  staggeningly  nacist  comments  about 
Afnicans  being  genetically  incapable  of  govenning  themselves,  and  made 
them  in  open  committee  heanings." 

The  following  infonmation  comes  fnom  the  files  of  the  ANTI-RACIST 
EMERGENCY  ACTION  NETWORK.  Rep.  lack  Metcalf  is  known  thnough  out  the 
state  of  Washington  as  the  second  most  influential  long  time  nacist  anti- 
tnibal  activist,  next  to  the  king  of  nacism  Sen.  Slade  Gonton,  in  this 
state.  lack  Metcalf  is  one  of  the  foundens  of  S /SPAWN  which  laten  became 
the  United  Pnopenty  Ownens  of  Washington  (UPOW).  And  lack  was  on  the  UPOW 
Boand  until  he  left  fon  congness.  Thene  is  a gneat  oven  lap  of  membens  and 
nhetonic  between  UPOW  and  the  Washington  Pnopenty  Rights  Netwonk  which  is 
led  by  Dim  Klausen  who  began,  with  othen  officials  of  the  Buildens 
Industny  Association  of  Washington,  the  "Wise  Use"  Movement  in  this  state. 
They  also  neceive  suppont  fnom  the  Centen  fon  the  Defense  of  Fnee 
Entenpnise.  Also  connected  in  this  is  the  Citizens  Equal  Rights  Alliance, 
a co-founden  of  the  "Wise  Use"  Movement  and  is  a national  anti-tneaty 
nights  onganization . UPOW  has  always  used  itself  as  a means  fon  white 
pnopenty  ownens  to  fight  tnibal  soveneignty  and  Native  tneaty  nights.  They 
have  led  the  fight  against  tnibal  shell  fishing  nights,  including  a suit 
in  which  the  Defendens  of  Pnopenty  Rights  (DoPR)  is  co-counsel.  DoPR  is  an 
extnemist  night  wing  gnoup  whose  boand  membens  include  lames  Watt,  Ed 
Meese,  Robent  Bonk,  Sen.  Onnin  Hatch  and  Sen  Lanny  Cnaig,  and  is 
associated  with  the  Henitage  Foundation,  the  Alliance  fon  Amenica  and 
othen  fan  night  wing  onganizations . Rep.  lack  Metcaf  was  elected  to 
congness  along  with  othen  night  wing  "Contnact  On  Amenica"  Republicans 
like  Linda  Smith  and  Randy  Tate.  But  lack  just  maybe  the  wonst  of  the  much. 
The  extneme  night  wing  papen  "The  Spotlight"  has  had  a numben  of  wnite-ups 
on  lack,  and  one  issue  featuned  a photognaph  of  him  in  the  office  of  the 
Libenty  Lobby  which  is  the  publishen  of  that  papen.  Acconding  to  the 
League  of  Consenvation  Votens  lack  has  one  of  the  wonst  envinonmental 
voting  neconds  in  congness. 

Sea  Shephend  nathen  than  acknowledging  that  they  made  a mistake  in 
joining  fonces  with  a man  like  Metcalf,  sought  to  pnaise  him.  The  only 
neason  Metcalf  is  willing  to  wonk  with  Sea  Shephend  is  that  they  ane 
fighting  the  Makah  Nation  oven  a punposed  whale  hunt,  and  Metcalf  is 
cleanly  one  of  them  most  anti-tnibal  people  in  congness.  Wene  the  issue  U. 
S.  conponations  wanting  to  get  back  into  whale  hunting  he  would  be  on  the 
othen  side  of  the  issue.  By  joining  fonces  with  Metcalf,  Sea  Shephend  is 
telling  all  those  who  have  been  victimized  by  the  "Contnact  On  Amenica", 
the  poon,  people  of  colon,  wonking  people  and  neal  envinonmentalists,  and 
all  Native  people  who  have  been  victimized  by  the  night  wing  nacist  anti- 
tnibal  campaign,  that  thein  stnuggles  ane  not  impontant  to  Sea  Shephend. 

We  believe  diffenently.  We  believe  that  all  these  stnuggles  ane  impontant 
and  none  of  them  should  quietly  sit  back  and  allow  a self -nighteous 
onganization  like  Sea  Shephend  stab  them  in  the  back  by  joining  fonces 


with  a man  like  Metcalf.  It  matters  not  how  you  feel  about  the  issues  of 
Sea  Shepherd,  or  its  past  activities,  nothing  justifies  their  alliance 
with  the  extreme  racist  right  wing.  We  are  calling  on  all  people  to  e-mail 
DUMP  METCALF  NOW!  and  their  comments  directly  to  Sea  Shepherd  at: 
projectseawolf@seanet.com  and: 

SeaShepherd@sea shepherd . org . 

In  Solidarity 
Arthur  D.  Miller 
ANTI-RACIST  EMERGENCY 
ACTION  NETWORK 
arthurmiller50@juno . com 

"RE : Tribunal  Court  Strikes  Blow  Against  Racism"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Dun  1998  22:03:15  -0700 
From:  "Uva  Dane"  <cwywaya@worldnet . att . net> 

Sub j : Mascot  News 

UUCP  email 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  INDIANS  TRIBUNAL-COURT  STRIKES  A BLOW  AGAINST  RACISM 

The  Northwest  Inter-Tribunal  Court  set  in  session  in  the  Snohomish 
County  Court  House,  Everett  WA.  on  Friday  22  May,  98.  In  a nine  hour 
presentation  of  evidence  both  scientific  and  from  testimony.  The  Court 
enacted  an  injunction  against  the  State  of  Washington's  Public  Schools  for 
the  State's  use  of  Native  American  Indian  caricatures  for  school  Mascots. 
The  Special  Prosecutor  assigned  to  the  case  by  the  National  Elders  Council 
and  the  Khui  Kwann  Court  was  Dr.  Robert  R.  Ward  an  American  Indian  Law 
Scientist . 

Dr.  Ward's  investigation  over  the  past  18  months  brought  forth  the 
evidence  that  there  is  definitely  personal  harm  to  Native  Children  in 
School  Districts  that  host  the  Mascot.  At  the  end  of  the  hearing  Dr.  Ward 
stated, 

"The  people  have  proved  this  allegation  with  indisputable  direct 
evidence".  He  further  stated,  " With  the  testimony  of  the  victims  we  had 
to  find  a common  denominator,  we  found  psychological  harm  had  been  done  in 
the  form  of  "delayed  stress"  a compensable  psychological  injury".  He 
continued,  "When  we  picked  apart  the  testimony  and  had  the  expert 
witnesses  give  their  opinions  supported  by  direct  evidence  it  was  a solid 
case.  We  had  to  break  down  all  of  those  theories  of  psychology,  education 
specialist,  economist,  and  history  and  marry  them  to  the  law  in  order  to 
explain  this  case.  I am  very  pleased  that  we  not  only  proved  racism  is 
being  taught  to  all  children  of  tender  and  developmental  years,  it  teaches 
them  it  is  permissible  to  dehumanize  and  make  fun  of  a race  of  people.  We 
also  proved  the  use  of  the  Mascots  contribute  to  genocide,  and  we  proved 
that  the  seed  of  racism  planted  in  early  years  later  leads  to  the  economic 
harms  of  lower  wages  for  Native  people  and  problems  with  Tribal  business 
recruiting. 

When  asked  if  this  Court  was  easy.  Dr.  Ward  stated  " It  was  anything  but 
easy,  this  is  probably  the  hardest  court  I have  appeared  before  in  my  35 
years  of  Law.  First,  the  Tribunal  of  esteemed  Elders  and  Leaders  probably 
had  more  experience  in  Court  than  I,  Second,  every  single  piece  of 
evidence  was  scrutinized  and  reviewed  by  each  Dustice.  Third,  the 
Dustices  had  the  opportunity  to  also  question  each  witness  after  the 
Direct  Examination.  I learned  a great  deal  from  that  and  at  times  I was 
ashamed  of  why  I hadn't  thought  to  ask  that  question  in  the  interviews 
and  direct  examination.  All  in  all,  when  the  presentation  was  done,  I did 
not  have  any  idea  if  they  were  going  to  come  out  of  chambers  with  an 
injunction  or  a reprimand.  You  could  not  read  the  emotions  of  the 
Tribunal,  it  was  sort  of  like  a Grand  Dury  in  it's  practice,  but  like  the 
Supreme  Court  when  they  did  a re-direct.  I had  polled  the  Dustices  before 
the  hearing  and  half  had  occasionally  thought  about  the  Mascot  issue,  the 
other  half  had  not  given  any  thought  to  it,  and  collectively  they  all 
considered  it  to  be  a minute  issue.  To  have  been  able  to  pursued  those 
esteemed  Elders  with  the  evidence  we  had  was  a good  thing.  It  proved  to 


me  we  have  a solid  case,  and  solid  evidence,  and  we  also  have  a Tribunal 
of  Native  Judges  that  have  been  educated  on  the  hidden  racism  of  these 
Mascots"  , he  ended. 

The  Injunction  now  goes  to  Governor  Gary  Lock  of  Washington,  and  also  to 
the  Federal  Court,  and  United  States  Department  of  Justice  for  enforcement 
since  this  matter  was  a Civil  Rights  issue.  Across  the  Net  Interviews  by 
Pat  Poland,  Media  Specialties,  Houston  Texas.  ward@253  847  8964 

"RE : Cristoforo  Colombo  Arrives  in  Boriken"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Dun  1998  13:58:44  -0400 

From:  "Pedro  Guanikeyu  Torres,  Council  Elder"  <torresp@ALGORITHMS.COM> 

Sub j : Francisco  D.  Gonzalez, 

Admiral  Cristoforo  Colombo  arrives  in  Boriken 
Here's  An  Old  Article  from  our  Past  Taino-L  Forum 
Original  Message 

From:  Ms.  Beverly  Carey  Torres  <titc(3algorithms . com> 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  Taino  interest  forum<TAINO-L@MAELSTROM.STDOHNS.EDU> 

Admiral  Cristoforo  Colombo  arrives  in  Boriken 

By  Francisco  D.  Gonzalez  <gonzalez@blue.usa.com>  19  November,  1996 
Tau  Taino! 

November  19  is  an  official  "holiday"  in  Puerto  Rico,  as  that  is  the  on  the 
date  of  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Cristoforo  Colombo  (aka  as  Don  Cristobal 
Colon,  aka  as  Christopher  Columbus)  to  the  shores  of  Boriken. 

On  November  19,  1493,  a fleet  of  Spanish  'caravelas'  and  'naos'  who  had 
departed  Sevilla  under  the  direction  of  Colon  (his  3rd  voyage  to  the 
Americas)  with  the  purpose  of  exploring  other  parts  of  the  "Indias",  arrived 
to  the  "Land  of  the  Brave  Lord",  the  island  of  Boriken. 

After  leaving  Spain,  Colon  first  reached  the  Lesser  Antilles,  and  made 
direct  contact  with  the  Caribe  people  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe;  he 
proceed  on  a north-westernly  route, from  island  to  island  until  reaching  the 
Virgin  Islands.  From  Taino  people  he  had  encountered  as  prisoners  of  the 
Caribe,  he  learns  of  'Boriken'.  After  skirting  the  northern  coast  of 
Boriken,  he  decides  to  land  on  a wide  bay  on  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
island  (in  the  area  between  the  modern  towns  of  Aguadilla  and  Aguada),  to 
get  fresh  water.  The  Spanish  sailors  found  a creek  and  a "ojo  de  agua" 
(spring)  with  clear,  cool  water  to  fill  their  casks  and  jugs.  They  did  not 
see  any  Tainos  at  this  place. 

Colon  staged  a short  ceremony,  taking  'possession'  of  the  island  on  behalf 
of  the  Most  Catholic  Majesties  Fernando  and  Isabel,  "Reyes  de  Castilla, 

Leon,  Aragon,  Valencia,  Navarra  y Granada";  and  renamed  the  island  as  San 
Duan  Bautista.  With  that,  he  departed  the  island  of  Boriken  and  never 
returned . 

Twelve  years  latter,  Duan  Ponce  de  Leon,  veteran  of  the  war  or  conquest 
against  the  Arabs  of  Granada  in  Spain,  and  experienced  killer  of  Tainos  in 
Quiskeya,  followed  Colon's  footsteps  and  began  the  nightmare  of  the  European 
conquest  of  Boriken,  that  led  to  the  ALMOST  total  destruction  of  the  Taino 
people  and  cultures  in  Boriken/Puerto  Rico. 

Let's  remember,  but  don't  dare  "celebrate",  November  19th!! 

Francisco  D.  Gonzalez 
gonzalez@blue  .usa.com 

"RE;  state  of  Kansas"  

Date:  Tue,  02  Dun  1998  02:03:50  -0500 
From:  hdqrs@worldnet . att . net 

Sub j : STATE  OF  KANSAS,  Appellee,  v.  PRISCILA  A.  WAKOLE,  Appellant. 

UUCP  email 

Gary  you  may  want  to  publish  this  case  as  it  shows  how  Kansas  will  not 
comply  with  the  Constitution,  Indian  treaties  or  the  Kansas  Act's.  Act's 
that  allowed  Kansas  to  become  a state  in  the  first  place. 


Thanks . 


Dimmie  D.  Oyler,  Principal  Chief 
United  Tribe  of  Shawnee  Indians 

http: //I awl ib.wuacc . ed u/ ksc a ses/supct/ 1998/199805 29/773 30 . htm 
IN  THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  KANSAS 
No.  77,330 
STATE  OF  KANSAS, 

Appellee, 


v. 


PRISCILA  A.  WAKOLE, 

Appellant . 

SYLLABUS  BY  THE  COURT 

In  a misdemeanor  traffic  case  involving  a vehicle  bearing  a license  plate 
properly  issued  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  of  Oklahoma  Indian  Nation  and  a 
conviction  of  the  defendant  driver  for  illegal  registration  under  K.S.A. 
1997  Supp.  8-142,  the  record  is  reviewed  and  it  is  held:  (1)  K.S.A.  8-138a 
provides  for  reciprocal  privileges  of  operation  of  a motor  vehicle  in 
Kansas  to  nonresident  owners  whose  vehicle  is  "duly  licensed  in  the  state 
of  residence";  (2)  Oklahoma  considers  tribal  members  who  have  properly  been 
issued  vehicle  license  plates  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  of  Oklahoma  Indian  Nation 
to  be  duly  licensed  in  Oklahoma;  (3)  the  vehicle  driven  by  defendant  when 
she  was  arrested  was  duly  licensed  in  Oklahoma,  thus  reciprocity  applies 
under  K.S.A.  8-138a;  and  (4)  defendant's  conviction  is  reversed. 

Review  of  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  24  Kan.  App.  2d  397,  945 
P.2d  421  (1997).  Appeal  from  Dackson  district  court;  GARY  L.  NAFZIGER, 
judge.  Dudgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  reversing  the  district  court  is 
affirmed  in  part,  disapproved  in  part,  and  modified.  Dudgment  of  the 
district  court  is  reversed.  Opinion  filed  May  29,  1998. 

Robert  D.  Campbell,  of  Charles  M.  Tuley  Law  Office,  P.A.,  of  Atchison, 
argued  the  cause  and  was  on  the  briefs  for  appellant. 

Dohn  Michael  Hale,  special  assistant  attorney  general,  argued  the  cause, 
and  M.  D.  Willoughby,  assistant  attorney  general,  and  Carla  D.  Stovall, 
attorney  general,  were  on  the  briefs  for  appellee. 

The  opinion  of  the  court  was  delivered  by 

SIX,  D.:  This  case  marks  another  chapter  in  the  judicial  dialogue  between 
Native  Americans  and  the  State  of  Kansas.  The  challenging  issue  here 
questions  the  State's  failure  to  apply  the  Kansas  reciprocity  statute, 
K.S.A.  8-138a,  to  a vehicle  licensed  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indian  Nation  of 
Oklahoma  (Sac  and  Fox) . Priscila  Wakole,  a Native  American,  was  convicted 
for  driving  a vehicle  in  Kansas  bearing  Sac  and  Fox  license  plates.  A 
deputy  sheriff  issued  Wakole  a ticket  for  an  "illegal  registration"  in 
violation  of  K.S.A.  1997  Supp.  8-142.  Wakole  appealed,  contending  that  her 
conviction  was  improper  because  the  license  plate  was  valid.  The  appeal  was 
submitted  on  Wakole's  brief  alone.  The  State  did  not  file  a brief.  The 
Court  of  Appeals  reversed.  State  v.  Wakole,  24  Kan.  App.  2d  397,  945  P.2d 
421  (1997). 

We  granted  the  State's  petition  for  review.  See  Rule  8.03  (1997  Kan.  Ct.  R. 
Annot.  52).  Our  order  granting  review  directed  the  parties  to  brief  the 
following  special  question:  Does  the  State  of  Oklahoma  recognize  Sac  and 


Fox  vehicle  registrations  and  license  plates  as  valid  for  use  on  Oklahoma 
highways? 

Our  analysis  focuses  on  the  special  question.  The  answer  is  "yes."  We 
reverse  Wakole's  conviction,  disapprove  of  the  Court  of  Appeals'  language 
beyond  the  narrow  focus  of  this  opinion,  and  modify  the  Court  of  Appeals' 
opinion  accordingly.  We  note  that  neither  the  district  court  nor  the  Court 
of  Appeals  had  the  benefit  of  the  parties'  briefs  and  argument  on  the 
special  question. 

FACTS 

Priscila  Wakole  was  arrested  in  1996  for  driving  her  brother-in-law's 
Chevrolet  van  bearing  Sac  and  Fox  license  plates.  (Violation  of  K.S.A.  1997 
Supp.  8-142  is  a misdemeanor.  K.S.A.  8-149.)  Wakole  is  a member  of  the 
Kickapoo  Indian  Nation.  Fler  husband  is  a member  of  the  Sac  and  Fox.  She 
resides  within  Oklahoma  and  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indian 
reservation.  Fler  brother-in-law  is  a member  of  the  Sac  and  Fox.  She  was  not 
on  an  Indian  reservation  when  she  was  arrested.  The  van,  principally 
garaged  within  Sac  and  Fox  jurisdiction,  was  properly  titled,  registered, 
and  tagged  under  the  tribal  law  of  the  Sac  and  Fox. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  found  "the  only  issue  to  resolve  is  whether  Kansas 
must  recognize  a valid  license  tag  issued  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indian  Nation 
and  extend  the  privilege  of  using  Kansas  roads  to  vehicles  so  tagged 
without  requiring  registration  of  those  vehicles  upon  entering  Kansas."  24 
Kan.  App.  2d  at  398.  The  Court  of  Appeals  reversed  on  the  ground  that 
"[t]he  word  'state'  in  K.S.A.  8-138a  is  interpreted  to  include  Indian 
nations."  State  v.  Wakole,  24  Kan.  App.  2d  397,  Syl.  Para  2. 

DISCUSSION 

We  begin  by  narrowing  the  inquiry.  Under  the  facts  here  the  question  is: 
Does  Oklahoma  recognize  Sac  and  Fox  registrations  and  license  plates  (tags) 
as  valid  for  vehicle  use  on  Oklahoma  highways? 

Our  reversal  of  Wakole's  conviction  is  based  on  Oklahoma's  recognition  of 
the  Sac  and  Fox  license  plate  on  the  van.  Our  rationale  is  grounded  on 
reciprocity  to  a sister  state  under  K.S.A.  8-138a.  We  conclude  that  the  van 
was  "duly  licensed  in  the  state  of  residence." 

Both  Wakole  and  the  State  disagree  with  our  rationale.  Wakole  contends  that 
there  is  a logical  fallacy  in  reasoning  that  reciprocity  can  flow  from 
Oklahoma.  She  criticizes  the  reciprocity  argument  because  it  "treats  the 
Sac  and  Fox  nation  as  a sub-entity  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma,  a mere 
subdivision,  and  not  as  the  sovereign  nation  it  is." 

We  believe  the  better  view  is  that  Sac  and  Fox  tribe  members  are  citizens 
and  residents  of  Oklahoma,  see  Goodluck  v.  Apache  County,  417  F.  Supp.  13, 
16  (D.  Ariz.  1975)  (citing  U.S.  Const.,  14th  Amend.,  1),  aff'd  429  U.S. 

876  (1976).  If  Oklahoma  recognizes  its  citizens'  license  plates,  we  reason 
that  the  reciprocity  provision  of  K.S.A.  8-138a  requires  Kansas  to  do  so. 
K.S.A.  8-138a  provides: 

"The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  apply  only  to  the  nonresident  owner 
or  owners  of  any  motor  vehicle  constructed  and  operated  primarily  for  the 
transportation  of  the  driver  or  the  driver  and  one  or  more  nonpaying 
passengers.  Such  nonresident  owners,  when  duly  licensed  in  the  state  of 
residence,  are  hereby  granted  the  privilege  of  operation  of  any  such 
vehicle  within  this  state  to  the  extent  that  reciprocal  privileges  are 
granted  to  residents  of  this  state  by  the  state  of  residence  of  such 
nonresident  owner."  (Emphasis  added.) 


The  parties  do  not  cite  any  Oklahoma  statute  directly  recognizing  license 
plates  issued  by  a tribe  or  an  Indian  Nation  to  individual  tribal  members. 


Our  independent  research  reveals  none.  However,  we  have  located  legislation 
dealing  with  Oklahoma-issued  special  license  plates  for  Native  American 
Tribal  Associations.  Okla.  Stat.  tit.  47,  1136,  (1998  Supp.)  (Motor 

Vehicles)  provides: 

"12.  Indian  Tribal  License  Plates  --  such  plates  shall  be  designed  for  any 
vehicle  of  a native  American  Indian  Tribal  Association  exempted  in  Sections 
201  through  204  of  Public  Law  97-473  and  used  by  the  tribal  association 
exclusively  for  the  furtherance  of  its  tribal  functions.  The  registration 
fee  shall  be  Five  Dollars  ($5.00)."  (We  do  not  suggest  this  statute  applies 
to  the  van  Wakole  was  driving) . 

Wakole  includes  in  her  brief  addressing  the  special  question  a notice  and 
correspondence  from  the  Oklahoma  Department  of  Public  Safety  and  a 
memorandum  from  the  Oklahoma  Department  of  Public  Safety  and  the  Oklahoma 
Tax  Commission.  The  included  materials  imply  that  license  plates  issued  by 
the  Sac  and  Fox  Nation  of  Oklahoma  are  valid  in  Oklahoma.  A memorandum 
dated  Duly  1,  1997,  (the  Duly  memorandum)  to  "all  tribal  leaders"  signed  by 
Robert  Anderson,  Chairman  of  the  Oklahoma  Tax  Commission,  and  Bob  A.  Ricks, 
Commissioner  of  Pubic  Safety,  states: 

"RE:  SB  586  - Amendments  to  47  O.S.  6-106.854  and  1151 

"This  memorandum  is  in  response  to  the  many  inquiries  received  regarding 
the  impact  of  SB  586  [after  Duly  1,  1997,  Oklahoma  Inspection  Stations  will 
no  longer  be  able  to  inspect  any  vehicle  unless  the  vehicle  has  a current 
Oklahoma  license  plate  and  decal]  on  tribal  members  owning  vehicles  which 
have  a license  plate  issued  by  a federally-recognized  tribe  in  Oklahoma.  It 
is  our  view  that  the  above-cited  law  does  not  apply  where  the  individual 
owns  a vehicle  which  is  not  required  to  be  registered  by  the  State  of 
Oklahoma.  Any  other  interpretation  would  mean  the  Legislature  indirectly 
intended  to  require  registration  of  vehicles  which  are  otherwise 
specifically  exempt  from  Oklahoma  registration  requirements . See  Sac  and 
Fox  Nation  v.  Oklahoma  Tax  Comm'n,  113  S.  Ct.  1985,  508  U.S.  114,  124  L. 

Ed.  2d  301,  rehearing  denied  113  S.  Ct.  3066,  509  U.S.  933,  125  L.  Ed.  2d 
748  on  remand  7 F.3d  925. 

"Accordingly,  a member  of  a federally-recognized  Oklahoma  tribe,  living  in 
'Indian  country'  as  defined  by  federal  law  and  owning  a vehicle  bearing  a 
valid  license  plate  from  the  tribe  has: 

"1.  a valid  license  plate  to  be  treated  the  same  as  an  Oklahoma  license 
plate  under  the  provisions  of  47  O.S.  1151  as  amended  by  SB  586; 

"2.  a valid  license  plate  for  purposes  of  obtaining  a motor  vehicle 
inspection;  and 

"3.  a valid  license  plate  for  purposes  of  obtaining  an  Oklahoma  driver 
license. 

"You  are  authorized  to  reproduce  a copy  of  this  letter  and  furnish  it  to 
any  concerned  tribal  member  or  other  interested  party." 

The  State  in  opining  that  "it  does  not  appear  that  the  Wakole  vehicle 
bearing  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribal  tag  may  be  lawfully  operated  on  the 
highways"  of  Oklahoma  did  not  directly  answer  our  special  question. 

However,  a modest  concession  towards  Oklahoma's  recognition  of  license 
plates  issued  by  a federally  recognized  tribe  is  found  in  the  State's  brief 

"Given  the  Oklahoma  statutes  which  do  not  exempt  tribal  members  from 
application  of  state  motor  vehicle  laws,  the  absence  of  Oklahoma  case  law 
on  this  issue,  the  statement  of  facts  contained  in  the  Supreme  Court 
opinion  [Oklahoma  Tax  Com.  v.  Sac  & Fox  Nation,  508  U.S.  114],  and  the 
adverse  result  of  the  Supreme  Court  case  regarding  the  tax  component  of 
Oklahoma's  motor  vehicle  registration  and  licensing  scheme,  it  may  be  that 


the  State  of  Oklahoma  is  not  enforcing  its  registration  and  licensing  laws 
as  to  Sac  and  Fox  tribally-tagged  vehicles. 

. Benign  neglect  (should  that  prove  to  be  the  situation  in  Oklahoma 
concerning  these  tribal  tags),  is  a legally  insufficient  basis  upon  which 
to  extend  reciprocity  to  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribal  tags." 

During  oral  argument,  counsel  for  the  State,  in  response  to  a question  from 
the  bench,  did  not  question  the  validity  of  the  Duly  memorandum.  However, 
counsel  reiterated  the  State's  position  that  Oklahoma  statutory  recognition 
of  tribal  license  plates  issued  to  individual  tribal  members  by  Indian 
tribes  is  required  before  K.S.A.  8-138a  applies. 

We  read  the  Duly  memorandum  to  state  that  Oklahoma  by  either  custom  or  rule 
recognizes  license  plates  issued  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indian  Nation  to 
individual  tribal  members.  The  Duly  memorandum  is  signed  by  Bob  A.  Ricks, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Safety,  and  Robert  Anderson,  Chairman,  Oklahoma  Tax 
Commission,  addressed  to  "all  tribal  leaders."  Under  Oklahoma  statutes,  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Safety  "shall  have  such  powers  and  authority  as  may 
be  granted  by  the  provisions  of  the  Uniform  Vehicle  Code  or  as  may 
otherwise  be  provided  by  law."  Okla.  Stat.  tit.  47,  2-101  (a)  (1988). 

The  Uniform  Vehicle  Code,  Okla.  Stat.  tit.  47,  1-101  et  seq.  (1988) 

covers,  among  other  things,  operator's  licenses,  rules  of  the  road,  and  the 
Oklahoma  Vehicle  License  and  Registration  Act.  Okla.  Stat.  tit.  47,  1113 

(1988)  states: 

"Upon  the  filing  of  a registration  application  and  the  payment  of  the  fees 
provided  for  in  the  Oklahoma  Vehicle  License  and  Registration  Act,  the 
Oklahoma  Tax  Commission  shall  assign  to  the  vehicle  described  in  the 
application  a distinctive  number  and  issue  the  owner  of  the  vehicle  a 
certificate  of  registration  and  one  license  plate  . . . or  a yearly  decal 
for  the  year  that  a license  plate  is  not  issued."  (Emphasis  added.) 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Safety  and  the  Oklahoma  Tax  Commission, 
therefore,  are  the  agencies  charged  with  implementing  Oklahoma  vehicle 
registration . 

We  conclude  that  the  Duly  memorandum  stating  that  "a  vehicle  bearing  a 
valid  license  plate  from  [a]  tribe"  has  "a  valid  license  plate  to  be 
treated  the  same  as  an  Oklahoma  license  plate"  is  persuasive  that  Oklahoma 
recognizes  license  plates  issued  by  the  Sac  and  Fox. 

We  also  note  a Dune  18,  1997,  "NOTICE"  under  the  letterhead  of  State  of 
Oklahoma,  Department  of  Pubic  Safety,  Bob  A.  Ricks,  Commissioner.  The 
notice  says,  in  part, 

"If  the  vehicle  has  an  out-of-state  license  plate,  an  inspection  station 
cannot,  for  any  reason,  inspect  the  vehicle. 


There  are  two  exceptions  to  this  law.  [Reference  is  made  to 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Dun  17  12:39:21  1998 
Date:  Tue,  16  Dun  1998  20:32:56  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.025 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NativeWeb  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  CUMBERLAND-RIVER  Mailing  List 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


When  we  go  hunting,  it  is  not  out  arrow  that  kills  the  moose,  however 
powerful  be  the  bow;  it  is  nature  that  kills  him." 

Big  Thunder  [Bedagi],  Wabanaki  Algonquin 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Last  week  the  people  of  all  nations  suffered  a great  loss  when  Stanley 
Looking  Horse  shed  his  earthly  robe,  and  crossed  over  to  sit  with  the 
Grandmothers  and  Grandfathers . Grandfather  Stanley  Looking  Horse  was  the 
18th  generation  carrier  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe.  Knowing  this,  I 
asked  Joseph  Chasing  Horse  to  give  some  words  for  this  warrior,  elder  and 
medicine  keeper.  I am  honored  to  share  them  with  you,  now. 

From  Joseph  Chasing  Horse 

The  passing  of  our  elder,  Stanley  Looking  Horse,  signifies  many 
changes  that  are  going  to  come  for  the  Lakota  People  as  well  as  the  world. 

It  is  like  the  passing  of  a torch  to  a new  generation.  His  whole  life 
was  dedicated  to  the  sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe. 

His  son,  Arvol  Looking  Horse  will  carry  on  this  way  of  life  into  the 
future.  For  Stanley  planted  a seed  with  his  life  that  someday  the  Lakota 
People  will  bear  fruit  from.  He  was  a Teacher  and  example  of  what  a strong 
spiritual  leader  and  a family  man  should  be;  but  most  of  all  he  was  an 
Ikce  Wicasa,  a simple  earth  man. 

For  upon  his  words  and  his  way  of  life,  the  People  will  walk  once  again 
for  seven  more  generations  and  we  send  our  prayers  and  our  spiritual 
support  with  great  sympathy  to  his  wife  and  family  and  to  all  the  Lakota 
People. 

For  such  a great  loss  in  such  a hard  time,  we  will  see  the  time  when 
his  prayers  will  be  fulfilled. 

Mitakuye  Oyasin 

Joseph  Chasing  Horse 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Be  careful  what  you  believe.  I will  even  say,  though  every  effort  is 
made  to  keep  the  contents  of  this  newsletter  honest  and  full  of  truth, 
you  should  examine  each  article  with  care.  Often,  opposing  views  are 
included  so  that  you,  the  reader,  can  come  to  an  understanding  with  full 
knowledge  of  what  is  being  said;  and  I cannot  verify  every  item  of  news. 

Last  week  an  announcement  was  circulated  announcing  Lakota  elders  would 
be  holding  ceremonies  to  free  Leonard  Peltier.  I know  some  of  those  who 
were  listed  as  signatories,  and  I didn't  believe  this  particular  combination 
of  Lakota  elders  had  signed  anything  in  unison.  In  particular,  the 
announced  date  for  the  ceremonies  was  listed  as  June  25  and  26,  noting  that 
June  26  was  the  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Little  Big  Horn.  Being  off 
by  a day  is  not  a thing  I believe  any  of  the  Lakota  listed  would  do. 


Further,  one  of  the  "signers"  I have  since  learned  crossed  over  two  years 
ago. 

Understand  this,  and  I quote,  "We  all  - everybody  - wants  Leonard  out. 

We  do  NOT  sanction  any  other  group  BUT  the  official  Leonard  group  who  is 
working  for  this."  What  is  also  necessary  that  everyone  understand  is 
that  these  Lakota  do  not  want  anyone  forging  their  signatures  to  any 
document,  no  matter  how  noble.  I will  not  lend  one  ounce  of  credence  to 
this  document  by  including  it  here,  nor  point  out  the  source  I received 
it  from. 

However,  I am  honored  to  share  the  following  statements  given  by  a few 
Lakota,  including  one  who  supposedly  signed  the  document: 

>From  David  Swallow:  "I  have  no  knowledge  of  this  document  nor  have  I ever 
read  it  before  or  signed  it." 

>From  loseph  Chasing  Horse:  "I  don't  think  these  elders  signed  this 
document  or  have  knowledge  of  it.  We  will  ask  each  of  them." 

>From  Everette  Poor  Thunder:  "These  people  wouldn't  have  signed  this.  I 
don't  think  they  signed  it  and  I'm  going  to  talk  to  them  about  this." 
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The  Cheyenne  Nation  is  considering  a memorial  monument  up  at  the 
Washita  Battlefield  site  in  Oklahoma. 

The  site  is  Chief  Black  Kettle's  village,  where  on  November  27,  1868, 
Lt.  Col.  George  Custer  massacred  an  unknown  number  of  sleeping  men,  women 
and  children  during  a blizzard. 

The  Cheyenne,  who  do  not  like  to  speak  the  names  of  the  dead,  are 
considering  doing  so  in  order  that  the  names  of  those  killed  could  be 
placed  on  the  memorial.  As  there  is  no  actual  factual  written  record  of 
those  names,  oral  family  history  will  have  to  be  relied  upon. 
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The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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"RE : Leonard  News  & Request 

Date:  Wed,  10  Dun  1998  01:23:22  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Leonard  - News  & Request 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

d'laan'te' . . . Leonard  News  & Request  for  Help... 

Sometime  tomorrow  I'm  expecting  a letter  from  Canada's  federal 
Information  & Privacy  Commissioner.  I've  been  told  that  this  letter  will 
explain  the  current  status  of  the  Commission's  review  of  the  until-now 
secret  report  of  the  internal  review  of  Leonard's  extradition  from  Canada 
done  by  the  Minister  of  Dustice. 

The  review  was  commissioned  by  the  former  Minister  of  Dustice  in  1995-1996 
& handed  over  to  the  Privacy  Commissioner  in  1997.  The  Privacy 
Commissioner  is  supposed  to  "deal  with  privacy  concerns"  contained  in  that 
report  (ie,  remove  the  names  of  informants,  etc).  As  soon  as  that's  done, 
according  to  the  statement  made  by  the  Minister  of  Dustice  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  11  May,  1998,  "...  As  soon  as  I am  satisfied  and  the  privacy 
commissioner  is  satisfied  that  we  can  release  that  report  I will  do  so." 

There  is  NO  doubt  that  the  report  will  clearly  state  that  Leonard's 
extradition  was  fraudulently  obtained  by  the  govt  of  the  USA,  & that  will 
mean  that  under  the  terms  of  the  extradition  treaty  between  Canada  & the 
USA,  Canada  HAS  NO  CHOICE  but  to  present  the  ambassador  of  the  USA  to 
Canada  with  a formal  note  of  diplomatic  protest  & demand  Leonard's 
immediate  return  to  Canadian  soil,  (where  he  will  be  100%  free). 

In  Dune  of  1989,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  the  U.S.  government 
admitted  that  the  documents  used  in  their  request  for  extradition  of  Mr. 
Peltier  were  fraudulent.  These  documents  are  now  referred  to  as  the  "Poor 
Bear  Affidavits" . 

In  their  1989  decision  in  considering  Leonard's  extradition,  Canada's 
Supreme  Court  stated  that  the  USA  was  "less  than  forthright"  in  the 
extradition  application,  & that  the  US  affidavits  used  to  obtain  the 
extradition  were  "...  suspect  to  the  point  of  fraud...".  The  SCC  "strongly 
urge[d]"  the  federal  govt  of  Canada  to  "...  seek  immediate  & effective 
diplomatic  redress...". 

Under  the  terms  of  extradition  as  put  forth  in  the  Webster-Ashburton 
Treaty,  between  Canada  and  the  U.S.,  if  the  party  extraditing  a person  is 
shown  to  have  made  the  request  fraudulently,  regardless  of  intent  to  do 
so,  the  person  so  extradited  must  immediately  be  returned  to  the  country 
they  were  extradited  from. 

Needless  to  say,  the  US's  Dept  of  Dust-Us  (as  it's  called  in  Indian 
Country)  & the  Canada-desk  at  Secretary  of  State  are  putting  a lot  of 
pressure  on  the  Canadian  govt  to  keep  this  report  under  wraps. 
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YOU  CAN  HELP 


You  can  help  break  that  report  loose,  & in  the  process  loosen  the  bars 
that  imprison  Leonard. 

Call,  write,  fax  and/or  email  your  US  Congress/Senate  representatives, 
or  members  of  the  Joint  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee,  expressing  your 
concern  about  how  morally  reprehensible  you  find  the  manner  in  which 
Canada  was  duped  by  the  FBI,  & how  the  USA's  reputation  is  besmirched  by 
such  callous  disregard  for  justice  & diplomatic  protocol. 

You  can  also  call,  write,  fax  and/or  email  Canada's  Minister  of  Justice, 
expressing  your  interest  in  the  "expedient  processing  of  the  report  so 
that  it  can  be  made  public  as  soon  as  possible...,"  or  something  to  that 
effect.  Ask  for  a copy  the  moment  it's  available.  Mention  any  group  or 
organization  you  belong  to,  & how  they  are  also  interested  in  this  matter 
of  "...  privacy  concerns..."  being  dealt  with,  "..  within  the  shortest 
reasonable  time..."  Please  let  the  Minister  know  how  you  feel  about  this 
judicial  farce  that  has  cost  an  innocent  man  over  22  years  of  his  life.  A 
life  as  important  as  yours,  mine...,  or  hers.  You  can  reach  her  at: 

The  Hon.  Ann  McLellan,  Member  of  Parliament 
Minister  of  Justice 
The  House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  Canada  K1A  0A6 

Telephone:  (Ottawa  office) 

(613)  992-4524 
Fax:  (Ottawa  office) 

(613)  996-4516 

E-mail:  mclellan.a@parl.gc.ca 

Political  Party:  Liberal  Party  of  Canada 
Constituency:  Edmonton  West 
Province:  Alberta 

Or,  if  you  and/or  your  organization/friends/family  feel  that  your 
local/regional/national  media  should  take  a look  at  this  story,  let  them 
know  that: 

Additional  information/questions  by  the  media  may  be  directed  to  the 
following: 

The  Parliamentary  Press  Gallery 

Mr.  Terry  Guillon,  Chief  of  the  Press  Gallery 

Telephone:  (613)  992-4511 

Fax:  (613)  947-2007 

E-mail:  guillt(3parl.gc.ca 

"What  you  can  do,  or  dream  you  can  do...,  begin  it! 

Boldness  has  genius,  power  and  magic  in  it!" 

"RE : Rebuttal  to  Hotevilla  Press  Release"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Jun  1998  00:43:36  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : BIGMTLIST 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail.com> 

Hello  again!  Yes,  it's  mej  I'm  back.  Apparently  there  hasn't  been  much 
(any?)  coming  out  of  the  list  since  I retired  it  to  someone  else,  so  I 
feel  obligated  to  pick  it  up  again  where  I left  off.  I will  just  have  to 
try  to  make  the  time.  In  all  fairness,  the  person  who  picked  up  the  list 
is  still  doing  good  things,  but  just  hasn't  had  the  time  to  devote  to  a 
project  that  I dumped  on  him  without  much  notice. 

So,  without  further  delay,  here  is  a post  from  Katherine  Cheshire: 

Dear  Friends, 

I have  been  asked  several  times  to  write  a rebuttal  to  the  "Press 
Releases"  created  by  the  Priesthood  Assembly,  from  Hotevilla.  Personally  I 


have  little  to  say  about  it  let  the  truth  speak  for  its  self.  Although 
briefly,  in  my  opinion.  This  is  an  organized  act  of  Oppression  for  our 
traditional  Hopi  Elders  on  the  Mesa's.  As  a foundation  (TTEF)  , with  our 
years  of  working  on  this  level  have  found  this  exists  not  only  at  Hopiland 
and  on  almost  ALL  of  our  "reservations"  but  Through  out  the  World.  And 
this  is  why  we  speak  for  them  along  with  our  Education  and  Distance 
Learning  programs  Being  Oppressed  by  the  Oppressors  is  one  thing,  being 
oppressed  by  your  very  own  relations  is  a very  sad  state  of  Human  Affairs. 

We  represent  the  Elders  with  out  a voice,  you  know  the  ones  i mean?  The 
Elders  and  children  behind  the  Tribal  Councils?  behind  the  Toxic  Waste 
Dumps,  behind  the  churches,  behind  the  digging  and  contamination  of  our 
Holy  Lands,  behind  all  those  ancestors  bones  being  dug  up  or  having 
Gambling  Places  built  on  them. 

Who  among  us  would  deny  these  wise  ones  at  least  a right  to  speak  their 
mind?  Who  among  us  is  above  the  Creators  Laws?  Who  among  us  is  above  the 
natural  laws  of  the  Mother  Earth?  These  Elders  have  something  to  say, 
although  unpopular.  It  is  still  their  truth.  And  if  we  don't  hear  their 
truth  soon,  very  soon,  it  is  prophesied  it  will  become  our  truth.  To  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  this  is  the  "land  of  the  free"  and  with  these 
freedoms  we  still  have  "Freedom  of  Speech".  So  although  some  succeed 
silencing  them  on  the  Reservations,  silencing  TTEF  is  another  matter. 

Statements  about  Dan  Evehema  & Many  others: 

Our  Elders  live  in  constant  fear  for  their  lives  and  are  discredited  and 
abused  if  they  speak  their  minds  or  share  their  dreams.  Grandfather  Chief 
Dan  Evehema  is  a spiritual  leader  and  his  strength  and  foresight  to  stick  up 
for  the  Land  and  traditionals  is  something  we  all  should  take  to  task.  He 
always  since  1906  when  he  and  his  brothers  built  the  Kiva  in  Hotevilla  has 
devoted  his  life  to  the  People  of  the  World.  Offering  Prayers  for  us  to 
have  a good  life,  happy  life,  soft  gentle  rain,  health  children,  and  "No 
fighting  over  there".  He  always  remembers  each  and  everyone  of  you  too  by 
saying,  "You  know  lots  of  Indians,  they  got  no  land?"  Maybe  one  day  we 
will  be  Ho-bo,  too.  No  land  means  no  life  to  a Hopi.  http://www.timesoft. 
com/hopi /message . htm 

Comments  from  other  Hopi  Elders: 

"With  so  much  politics  and  so  much  hostility  going  around  on  the  Mesas 
Hopi  is  in  danger  of  driving  away  even  true  Pahana,  I wonder  how  True 
Brother  will  get  passed  all  the  hostility?  Maybe  I am  speaking  my  mind  too 
openly  in  this  forum,  you  know  as  good  as  anyone,  these  days  Hopi  must 
keep  his  mouth  closed  or  Wimi  may  discredit  him.  Right  now  I would  like  to 
turn  my  back  to  the  Mesa  and  keep  walking,  but  I must  honour  una,  ingu  and 
they  expect  things  from  me. 

Wimi  has  forgotten  more  than  Wimi  can  remember.  Only  Paaqwangw  can  place 
the  Sacred  Tablets  naanaqle'.  Many  are  worried  about  this  Tablet,  I get 
many  e-mails  about  Sacred  Tablet,  do  not  worry.  Sacred  Tablet  is  safe,  it 
is  even  under  Wimi's  nose,  Paaqwangw  has  hidden  it  under  Wimi's  nose.  Wimi 
has  set  many  tests  for  Paaqwangw  and  he  alone  can  pass  these  tests.  He 
must  wait  for  Wimi  to  grow  wise  and  know  him.  if  Wimi  does  not  know  him, 
Pahana  qa  sinomu'yta  Mesat  'atsveq.  Mesa  tilawqa ' qati . Paaqwangw  will  have 
to  look  elsewhere  for  three,  two  or  even  one  true  Hopi.  Where  will  he 
look?  Haqam?  Piiye?  Suskyam.  Yangwa? 

I am  sure  Paaqwangw,  the  Capable  One,  wants  all  who  hope  for  the  Return 
to  know  True  name.  In  speaking  about  these  matters  I feel  my  neck  is  very 
vulnerable  and  I have  no  solution  to  this.  If  my  head  is  chopped  off  for 
these  words  it  is  not  too  bad,  I have  made  good  friends  here,  and  even 
found  a new  brother,  a man  is  rich  when  he  has  good  friends,  and  a man  is 
fearless  when  he  has  a family. 

The  Two  Horn  and  One  Horn  Societies  are  very  ^powerful,  they  are  equally 
powerful  but  for  different  Worlds.  Two  Horn  Society  is  Chief  Society  in 
charge  of  ceremonies  in  Third  World  [called  Palaqtawapi  and  Palasohu]  and 
has  all  the  knowledge  of  Third  World.  Alosaka  is  the  Deity  [Peace 
Counsellor]  of  the  Two  Horn  Society  and  Bow  Clan  is  the  Chief  Clan  of  Two 
Horn  Society.  Another  Deity  of  Two  Horn  Society  is  Saaviki  [War 
Counsellor].  Angwusi  is  Chief -Guardian-Bird  of  Third  World.  Third  World 


is  also  called  Palaatkwapi  Pala  [red]. Ala  [Horn]  Api  [useful  one]  Atkya 
[below]  Red-Horn-Useful-Below-World . Palaq-tawapi  is  meaning  Pala  [red] 
laq-ta  [remove  snow]  Tawapi  [sun  is  doing]  meaning  Red-Star-f rom-which- 
Sun-Removed-Snow.  Palasohu  [Red  Star]  is  a good  name  for  Third  World 
because  Third  World  is  a Red  Star  in  Topkya.  Two  Horn  Society  speaks  Mouth 
to  Ear  with  God.  This  Two  Horn  Society  Priests  are  ordained  *chosen 
Priests  of  Palaakwapi.  Two  Horn  Priest  is  ordained  in  his  mother's  Tipkya, 
born  to  be  Two  Horn  Priest.  If  he  is  not  born  Two  Horn  Priest  he  is 
without  power,  so  only  the  born  Priest  can  take  his  Position  as  Two  Horn 
Priest.  In  Palaakwapi  when  a Two  Horn  Priest  is  speaking  Palaakwapi  is 
listening  and  in  Third  World  Palaakwapi  *is  Land  and  Life.  Life  in  Third 
World  is  very  different  from  here.  Man  is  more  close  to  Palaakwapi  and 
more  obedient  to  Palaakwapi  than  in  this  Fourth  World.  In  this  Fourth 
World  man  has  very  little  Respect  for  Tuuwaqatsi.  Man  is  not  afraid  to  be 
disrespectful  of  his  Mother.  On  Red  Star  Two  Horn  Society  has  very 
*powerful  Medicine.  One  Horn  Society  is  Chief  Society  in  charge  of 
ceremonies  in  Fourth  World  [Tuuwaqatsi].  One  Horn  Society  is  mouth  to  ear 
with  Tuuwaqatsi.  One  Horn  Priests  are  ordained  Priests  of  Tuuwaqatsi  and 
are  responsible  for  Fourth  world.  Bear  Clan  is  the  Chief  Clan  of  One  Horn 
Society  and  Sooqamhonaw  [Big-Black-Bear]  is  Deity  of  One  Horn  Society. 
Mongwu  [Great  Horn  Owl]  is  Chief-Guardian-Bird  of  Fourth  World.  Many  say 
Eagle  is  Chief  Bird  in  Fourth  World  but  Mongwu  is  Chief  Guardian  Bird. 
Tuuwaqatsi  is  also  called  Tsorslaqtawapi  Blue-Star-f rom-which-Sun-Removed- 
Snow,  and  Tsors'sohu  [Blue  Star]  but  these  two  names  have  been  forgotten. 
One  Horn  Society  has  *very  powerful  Medicine  but  Pahana  has  come  between 
One  Horn  Society  and  Tuuwaqatsi,  calling  those  Old  Ways  pagan  and  trying 
to  make  weak  the  Medicine  of  One  Horn  Society.  True  Brother  brings 
Medicine  of  One  Horn  Society  back  to  Tuuwaqatsi  because  True  Brother 
belongs  to  One  Horn.  On  Red  Star  mankind  is  not  very  wise,  when  the 
Medicine  of  Two  Horn  Priests  is  working  the  Society  is  popular  with  the 
people,  but  when  the  Medicine  is  blocked  by  the  Medicine  of  their  Mother 
Palaqtawapi,  the  Two  Horn  Society  is  unpopular.  This  is  always  the  way 
when  people  behave  like  children.  On  Red-Star-Third-World-Palawtawapi 
Two  Horn  Society  did  everything  to  help  all  the  people,  but  when 
something  is  going  not  according  to  the  plan  of  the  people.  Two  Horn 
Society  is  catching  accusation  and  trouble.  These  false  accusations  are 
coming  because  people  are  forgetting  the  Power  of  Palaqtawapi  is  greater 
than  the  power  of  Her  Two  Horn  Society.  When  the  Medicine  of  Red  Star  is 
blocking  the  Medicine  of  Her  chosen  Two  Horn  Society  then  the  Medicine  of 
Two  Horn  Society  must  bend  before  the  Medicine  of  their  Mother.  The  same 
problem  is  happening  in  Fourth  World.  On  Fourth  World  Tuuwaqatsi  Earth 
Mother  has  chosen  One  Horn  Society  to  be  Her  Chief  Priests  in  charge  of 
ceremonies.  Nothing  was  done  wrong  by  Two  Horn  Society,  only  that  this 
Mother  has  ordained  One  Horn  to  be  Her  Chief  Priests.  When  the  Medicine  of 
One  Horn  Priests  is  working  the  Society  is  popular  with  the  people,  but 
when  the  Medicine  is  blocked  by  the  Medicine  of  their  Mother  Tuuwaqatsi, 
the  One  Horn  Society  is  unpopular.  People  behaving  like  children  again  in 
this  Fourth  World.  On  Tuuwaqatsi,  One  Horn  Society  is  doing  their  best  to 
help  all  the  people,  but  when  something  is  going  not  according  to  the  plan 
of  the  people.  One  Horn  Society  is  catching  trouble.  These  false 
accusations  are  coming  because  again  people  are  forgetting  the  Power  of 
Tuuwaqatsi  is  greater  than  the  power  of  Her  One  Horn  Society.  When  the 
Medicine  of  Tuuwaqatsi  is  blocking  the  Medicine  of  Her  chosen  One  Horn 
Society  then  the  Medicine  of  One  Horn  Society  must  bend  before  the 
Medicine  of  their  Mother.'" 

**End  of  Hopi  Elders  Statement** 

Who  among  the  living  is  above  the  Natural  Laws  and  the  Creator?  Look  to 
your  hearts  and  find  the  Compassion  of  the  Ancestors  and  Pray  this  never 
happens  to  you. 

In  service  to  the  Holy  Ancestors, 
katherine  Cheshire 
touch  the  earth  foundation 
http : //www . time soft . com/ hopi 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 


relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Big  Mountain  Alliance  of  Chicago"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Dun  1998  01:13:25  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : BIGMTLIST- 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

A little  late;  sorry  about  that,  but  thought  you'd  like  to  know  about  this. 

MOUNTAIN  ALLIANCE  OF  CHICAGO 
4750  N.  SHERIDAN  RD. 

CHICAGO,  IL.  60640 

773  - 561  - 6155  - PHONE  & FAX 

E.  MAIL  - ANACENT@COMPUSERV.COM 

Hello  Our  Relatives! 

Greetings  from  the  people  of  the  Big  Mountain  Alliance  of  Chicago  and  the 
Anawim  Center.  We  are  bringing  people  together  to  organize  support  for  the 
Dineh ' resisters  at  Big  Mountain. 

The  Anawim  Center,  Big  Mountain  Alliance  of  Chicago  (BMA)  and  the  Mitchell 
Museum  of  the  American  Indian  are  inviting  Dine'  Weavers  from  the  Big 
Mountain  to  display  their  work  ( weaving  ) at  the  Museum.  We  are  proposing 
the  dates  of  Dune  10  through  28.  The  Museum  will  provide  transportation 
from  Big  Mountain  for  three  weavers  and  as  for  many  rugs  as  we  feel 
possible  to  sell.  Housing  will  be  provided  by  the  Big  Mountain  Alliance 
members.  Several  private  receptions  and  presentations  will  be  planned 
during  the  three  week  stay. 

The  Mitchell  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  has  been  part  of  the  Kendall 
College  Community  since  1977.  Today,  the  collection  the  museum  maintains 
representations  native  peoples  of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The  contact 
at  the  museum  is  Patrick  Dennings.  He  will  find  and  provide  all  the 
necessary  funds  to  make  the  show  possible.  He  can  be  reached  at  The  Kendall 
College  Museum  of  the  American  Indian,  2600  Central  Park,  Evanston,  II. 
60201.  The  Phone  is  847  - 475  - 1030.  Attention  Patrick  Dennings. 

I,  Dames  Yellowbank,  work  at  the  Anawim  Center  as  Public  Relations/special 
events  coordinator  and  work  with  the  re-organized  (BMA).  the  Anawim  Center 
is  an  Urban  American  Indian  Spiritual  Center  providing  a place  for  our 
people  to  pray. 

You  can  call  the  Anawim  or  the  Big  Mountain  Alliance  at  773  - 561  - 6155 
or  E - mail  us  at  anacent@compuserv.com 
SINCERELY 
DAMES  YELLOWBANK 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 


— "RE:  Save  Big  Mountain"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Dun  1998  20:04:44  PDT 

From:  "Yael  Grauer"  <starlightdove@hotmail.com> 

Sub  j : SAVE  BIG  MOUNTAIN!  Cut  back  your  energy  spending! 

UUCP  email 

PLEASE  FORWARD 

SAVE  BIG  MOUNTAIN!  Cut  back  your  energy  spending! 

Because  we  value  human  lives  over  our  mere  convenience,  because 
corporations  run  this  country  with  our  money,  because  we  refuse  to  be 
mere  pawns  in  the  system,  because  we  oppose  genocide  and  death,  because 
we  are  sick  of  watching  and  hearing  about  our  Dineh  (Navajo)  brothers 
and  sisters  dying  and  suffering  for  Big  Business,  because  we  oppose  the 
forced  Navajo  Relocation  and  will  fight  Peabody  Coal  every  step  of  the 
way. . .because  Peabody  Coal  is  running  the  biggest  forced  relocation  in 
this  century... WE  DEMAND  THAT  THE  BLACK  MESA  AND  KAYENTA  MINES  BE  SHUT 
DOWN. 

Our  voice  will  be  heard.  Those  of  us  who  have  been  silent  will  stay 
silent  no  longer.  And  since  money  runs  this  country,  we  will  use  that 
as  a tool. 

As  of  today,  twenty  people  have  already  committed  to  cutting  their 
energy  bill  down  by  ten  to  twenty-five  percent.  We  will  include  letters 
in  our  energy  bills  explaining  the  reason  for  this:  WE  WILL  NOT  USE  FULL 
ENERGY  UNTIL  THIS  MINE  IS  SHUT  DOWN. 

If  twenty  people  from  each  state  commit  to  do  this .. .that ' s one  thousand 
people.  If  one  thousand  people  spend  $10  less  each  month... 
that's  $10,000  per  month. . .$120,000  per  year.  What  profit-driven 
corporation  wouldn't  listen  to  that?  Money  talks... and  if  that's  what 
it  will  takes  to  get  Peabody  to  listen ...  let ' s go  for  it. 

To  save  energy,  the  twenty  of  us  have  committed  to  some  or  all  of  the 
following  things: 

-extra  sweaters  and  blankets  instead  of  heating,  battery-operated  fans 

instead  of  massive  air-conditioning 

-we  will  buy  batteries  for  our  CD  players 

-we  will  use  our  candles  when  we  can  instead  of  using  lights 
-turn  off  the  lights  when  not  using  them 

If  you'd  like  to  help: 

-help  us  find  out  which  companies  work  with  Peabody 
-publicity  is  needed .. .write  articles,  forward  this  to  any  native 
american,  human  rights  or  environmental  newsgroup  you  know  of,  or  any 
interested  people 

-please  take  part  if  you  can,  just  cut  down  your  energy  as  much  as  you 
can  and  send  in  a letter  with  your  energy  bill 
THANKS! ! ! 

y 

"I  worshipped  dead  men  for  their  strength,  forgetting  I was  strong." 

"RE : Daishowa  Gives  In"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Dun  1998  14:46:12  -0400 

From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : Daishowa  gives  in  --  boycott  ends. 

Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

485  Ridelle  Ave.,  Toronto,  ON  M6B  1K6,  Canada 

tel:  (416)  763-7500,  fax:  (416)  603-2715,  e-mail:  fol@tao.ca 

http : //www . tao . ca/~fol 

For  Immediate  Release 

Dune  12,  1998 


Daishowa  gives  in, 
boycott  called  off. 

TORONTO  --  Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Ltd.  has  given  in  to  a 
seven-year  long  boycott  campaign,  announcing  that  they  will  not  harvest  or 
purchase  timber  in  unceded  Lubicon  traditional  territories  until  the 
Lubicon  land  rights  issue  is  resolved  with  both  levels  of  government. 

The  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  responded  today,  saying  that  the  international 
boycott  of  Daishowa  paper  products  would  be  wound  down  immediately. 

"This  has  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  boycotts  in  Canadian  history," 
said  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  spokesperson  Kevin  Thomas.  "There's  no  doubt 
that  the  boycott  is  responsible  for  this  turn  of  events.  It  was  the 
combined  efforts  of  thousands  of  Lubicon  supporters  that  forced  Daishowa  to 
turn  around  at  last.  It  was  a long  and  difficult  fight.  But  it's  not  often 
that  the  little  guys  can  tie  down  a giant  like  Daishowa." 

DMI  President  Tokiro  Kawamura  wrote  to  Lubicon  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak  on 
May  20,  saying 

"I  am  writing  to  formally  advise  you  of  DMI's  public  commitment  not  to 
harvest  or  purchase  timber  in  your  area  of  concern,  until  your  land  issue 
is  resolved  with  both  levels  of  government,  including  harvesting  rights, 
fish,  and  wildlife  concerns." 

Chief  Ominayak  responded  promptly  on  May  25th,  saying, 

"Hopefully  your  letter  and  public  announcement  that  you'll  stay  out  of  the 
Lubicon  'area  of  concern'  pending  settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights  will 
end  the  current  dispute  between  us  and  allow  Lubicon  supporters  to  wind 
down  the  boycott  of  Daishowa  paper  products.  However,  given  the  various 
definitions  of  the  phrase  'area  of  concern'  used  by  Daishowa  in  the  past, 
the  Lubicon  people  require  that  you  publicly  define  this  phrase  Lubicon 
' area  of  concern  ' ... 

Mr.  Kawamura  wrote  back  yesterday  clarifying  that  "the  area  of  concern  to 
which  Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Ltd.  made  a commitment  on  May  20, 
1998,  is  the  approximately  4000  square  mile  area  outlined  in  the  attached 
map."  The  map  represented  the  entire  Lubicon  traditional  territory  which  is 
the  subject  of  a fierce  land  rights  battle. 

"Now  the  Lubicons  and  their  supporters  can  focus  their  full  attention  on 
the  Canadian  government's  failure  to  settle  the  ongoing  land  rights 
dispute"  said  Thomas.  "The  government  should  take  this  as  a sign  that  the 
Lubicons  have  a lot  of  support  amongst  the  Canadian  public  - and  we  won't 
rest  until  the  Lubicons  see  justice." 

In  a decision  released  April  14,  an  Ontario  court  refused  to  outlaw  the 
Friends'  boycott  despite  a three-year  long  court  battle  initiated  by 
Daishowa.  Daishowa  is  appealing  that  decision.  Daishowa  claims  the  boycott, 
begun  in  1991  to  stop  clear-cut  logging  on  disputed  lands,  has  cost  them 
over  $14  million  in  lost  sales. 

for  more  information: 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon:  (416)  763-7500 
Lubicon  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak:  (403)  629-3945 
Daishowa  Marubeni  International:  (604)  684-4326 


Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Ltd. 
VIA  FACSIMILE 

Dune  9,  1998 

Lubicon  Cree  Indian  Nation 
P.0.  Box  6731 
Peace  River,  Alberta 
T8S  1S5 

ATTENTION:  CHIEF  BERNARD  OMINAYAK 
Dear  Chief  Ominayak; 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  May  25,  1998.  I was  pleased  to  receive  your 


confirmation  that  the  boycott  would  stop  once  we  had  clarified  the  "area  of 
concern"  referred  to  in  my  May  20,  1998  letter  and  our  related  news 
release. 

The  "area  of  concern"  to  which  I was  referring  is  the  hunting  and  trapping 
territory  you  identified  in  your  map  which  you  formally  submitted  at  the 
Unocal  gas  plant  hearing  in  1994  (ERCB  exhibit  71)  that  includes 
approximately  4000  square  miles.  I understand  that  we  are  referring  to  the 
same  area.  I am  enclosing  a map  of  the  area  as  we  understand  it. 

If  the  Lubicon  people  agree  to  a smaller  area  in  the  future  (by  either  a 
settlement  with  government  or  agreement  with  other  native  groups  or  both), 
we  would  wish  to  adjust  our  commitment  accordingly.  Until  such  time,  we 
will  proceed  on  the  understanding  that  the  area  of  concern  to  which 
Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Ltd.  made  a commitment  on  May  20,  1998,  is 
the  approximately  4000  square  mile  area  outlined  in  the  attached  map. 

I trust  this  is  sufficient  to  clarify  the  scope  of  our  commitment,  and  that 
you  will  now  advise  your  supporters  that  the  assurances  they  have  sought  on 
your  behalf  have  been  given.  We  know  that  the  absence  of  any  agreement 
beyond  our  year  to  year  moratorium  was  a concern. 

Once  again,  we  wish  you  the  very  best  in  your  ongoing  negotiations.  I am 
advised  that  we  have  provided  the  same  clarification  to  all  media  and 
interested  parties  who  have  inquired. 

Yours  truly, 

DAISHOWA  MARUBENI  INTERNATIONAL  LTD. 
per : 

Tokiro  Kawamura 
President 

Enel . 

Cc:  The  Hon.  Dane  Stewart,  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern 
Development,  Government  of  Canada 

The  Hon.  David  Hancock,  Minister  of  Federal  and  Intergovernmental  Affairs, 
Government  of  Alberta 


Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation 
Little  Buffalo  Lake, 
tel:  403-629-3945 
Fax:  403-629-3939 

Mailing  Address: 

P.0.  Box  6731 

Peace  River,  AB  TBS  195 

Dune  11,  199 

Tokiro  Kawamura 
President 

Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Ltd. 
Suite  1700 

1095  West  Pender  Street 

Vancouver,  British  Columbia  V6E  2M6 

Canada 

Fax:  604-684-0512 
Dear  Mr.  Kawamura: 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  Dune  9,  1998. 


Although  it's  been  a long  time  coming,  the  Lubicons  acknowledge  and  accept 
DMI ' s public  commitment  that  Daishowa,  its  related  companies  and  their 
contractors,  will  not  harvest  or  purchase  timber  from  the  approximately 
4,000  square  mile  (10,000  square  kilometre)  area  identified  in  the  attached 
map  included  with  your  Dune  9 letter  until  Lubicon  lands  and  claims, 
including  resource  management  and  harvesting  rights,  as  well  as  fish, 
wildlife  and  environmental  concerns,  have  been  settled.  I have  forwarded  a 
copy  of  your  letter  to  Lubicon  supporters  advising  them  of  our 
acknowledgment  and  acceptance  and  requesting  that  they  bring  the  boycott  of 
Daishowa  paper  products  to  an  end. 

As  I indicated  in  my  letter  of  May  25,  1998,  the  Lubicon  people  will 
welcome  talks  with  Daishowa  once  Lubicon  land  rights  and  related  resource 
issues  have  been  settled.  After  these  issues  have  been  settled  it  may 
become  possible  for  Daishowa  to  adjust  the  commitment  made  in  your  letter 
of  May  20  as  clarified  in  your  letter  of  Dune  9.  The  Lubicons  share  your 
hope  that  settlement  will  enable  us  to  work  together  on  mutually 
advantageous  economic  development  opportunities  which  take  into  account 
Lubicon  wildlife  and  environmental  concerns  and  responsibilities. 

Sincerely, 

Bernard  Ominayak 
Chief 

Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation 


Dune  12,  1998 

Mr.  Tokiro  Kawamura 
President 

Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Ltd. 

Suite  1700 

1095  West  Pender  Street 
Vancouver,  BC  V6E  2M6 

VIA  FAX:  (604)  684-0512 

Dear  Mr.  Kawamura; 

Chief  Ominayak  has  informed  us  that  Daishowa' s clarification  of  their  May 
20,  1998  promise  adequately  addresses  the  concerns  of  the  Lubicon  Lake 
Indian  Nation. 

We  understand  that  Daishowa,  its  related  companies  and  their 
subcontractors , will  not  harvest  or  purchase  timber  from  the  approximately 
4,000  square  mile  (10,000  square  kilometre)  area  identified  in  the  attached 
map  included  with  your  Dune  9th  letter  until  Lubicon  lands  and  claims, 
including  resource  management  and  harvesting  rights,  as  well  as  fish, 
wildlife  and  environmental  concerns,  have  been  settled. 

As  a result,  we  will  be  winding  down  our  boycott  of  Daishowa  products 
effective  immediately. 

We  expect,  accordingly,  that  Daishowa' s appeal  of  MacPherson  D.'s  judgement 
will  be  abandoned. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin  Thomas 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

CC.  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak,  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation 
Tom  Cochran,  Daishowa  Forest  Products  Ltd. 


— "RE:  Letter  from  Tsilhqot'in  Elders"  — 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dun  1998  20:59:21  -0400 
From:  oglala  <oglala(3hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Letter  from  Tsilhqot'in  Elders  re  Sovereignty 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Below  is  a letter  the  Tsilhqot'in  elders  of  central  British  Columbia  have 
asked  the  Bear  Butte  Council  to  post  for  general  circulation,  regarding  the 
historic  DELGAMUUK  decision  in  Canada  for  Native  Sovereignty.  [The  entire 
issue  of  'The  Crown'  of  Great  Britain  has  always  been  central  to  all 
indigenous  natives  of  the  so-called  'British  Commonwealth'  including  those 
indigenous  peoples  of  Wales,  Scotland,  Eire,  and  Bretaigne  who  still  hold 
legal  and  spiritual  title  to  the  true  Sovereignty  Crown  going  back  thousands 
of  years;  which  has  been  usurped  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  Germans  of  the  current 
Windsors  and  their  Privy  Council  in  London,  england] 

TSILHQOT'IN  NATIONAL  GOVERNMENT 
Williams  lake,  B.C. 

letter  TO:  Cathy  McGregor 

Minister  of  Environment,  Lands  and  Parks 
Government  of  B.C. 

and 

Pentti  Leppanen 

Land  and  Water  Tenure  Specialist 

Re;  CROWN  ENCROACHMENTS  IN  TSILHQOT'  IN  TRIBAL  TERRITORY 

The  Tsilhqot'in  Nation  advised  you  in  a letter  on  December  17,  1997  to 
cease  and  desist  from  further  processing  of  land-related  tenure 
applications  and  all  processes  involved  with  alienating  lands  and  water  in 
our  territory  in  light  of  the  Delgamuuk  appeal  decision  tabled  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  on  December  11,  1997.  We  made  it  clear  in  that 
letter  that  the  Crown  governments  of  Canada  and  British  Columbia  no  longer 
have  either  the  legal  right  or  constitutional  legitimacy  to  arbitrarily 
impose  their  will  and  rule  on  land  that  falls  under  Aboriginal  Title  of 
the  Tsilhqot'in  Nation. 

Despite  this  clear  direction  from  us,  we  received  a Land  Referral  from 
Pentti  Leppanen  dated  Danuary  9,  1998  indicating  that  the  Ministry  of 
Environment,  Lands  and  Parks  (MELP)  is  continuing  to  process  land 
transactions.  Our  concern  is  that  you  have  ignored  our  written  directive 
to  suspend  'business  as  usual'  impacts  on  our  territory  despite  the  law  of 
the  land  now  stating  clearly  that  infringement  of  our  Aboriginal  Title 
land-base  must  not  proceed  without  meaningful  consultation  and  our  consent 
on  issues  of  fundamental  jurisdiction.  Aboriginal  Title  means  that  the 
Crown  no  longer  has  the  authority  and  legal  right  to  arbitrarily  manage 
land  that  is  subject  to  Aboriginal  Title.  The  Supreme  Court  ruling  also 
directed  Crown  Governments  to  negotiate  new  government-to-government 
relations  regarding  implementing  its  ruling.  To  date  this  process  is  not 
underway,  however  the  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  is  actively  pursuing 
the  necessary  consultation  process  to  follow  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada's 
ruling  and  specific  directives. 

We  now  caution  you  that  proceeding  with  the  processing  of  any  resource 
or  land  based  transactions  are  in  blatant  violation  of  a ruling  of  the 
highest  Crown  court  in  Canada  to  which  the  provinces  and  all  government 
employees  are  subject.  We  not  only  hold  the  political  level  of  the  B.C. 
Government  accountable  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  ruling  on  the 
Delgamuuk  appeal,  but  we  also  caution  individual  civil  servants  that  they 
are  both  professionally  and  privately  accountable  for  conduction 
transactions  that  are  in  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

In  the  past  it  has  been  the  fiduciary  obligation  of  Crown  Governments  to 
act  in  the  interests  of  the  Indian  people  of  Canada.  Now  it  is  also  a 
legal  requirement.  Please  avoid  unnecessary  unpleasantness  by  taking  both 
of  these  responsibilities  seriously. 


In  good  faith. 

Chief  Ervin  Charleyboy 
TNG  Tribal  Chairman/Tsi  Del  Del 

Chief  Lloyd  Meyers 
TNG  Deputy  National  Chief 

Don  Wise 

TNG  Issues  Coordinator 

Chief  Roger  William 
Xeni  Gwet'in  [Nemiah  Valley  Band] 

"RE : Chiapas  Aflame"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Dun  1998  22:11:34  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : CHIAPAS  AFLAME!  MANY  DEAD! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

PLEASE!!!  Put  your  Chiapas  protection  campaigns  back  into  overdrive  NOW!!! 

During  the  past  24  hours  the  Mexican  Army  has  been  attacking  the  Mayan 
communities  in  the  Municipality  of  San  Duan  de  la  Realidad.  Many  Mayan 
men,  women  & children  have  been  killed,  hundreds  more  are  wounded,  & 
reports  say  that  anywhere  between  100  to  500  have  been  "arrested  & 
disappeared" . 

The  Outbreak  began  with  massive  assaults  by  the  Mexican  Army,  Chiapan 
State  Police  AND  several  hundred  of  the  pro-PRI  terrorist  gangs  known  as 
"paramilitaries".  The  communities  of  Chavajeval  (Chabajebal)  & Union 
Progreso  are  aflame  & fleeing  non-combatants  are  being  shot  as  they  run. 
There  are  also  Reuters-confirmed  reports  of  heavy  aerial  bombardment  of 
these  2 communities  as  well  as  El  Bosque.  The  community  of  Obregon  is 
surrounded  & at  last  report  shots  are  being  fired  into  the  community  & 
artillery  is  being  moved  into  firing  range. 

These  Mayan  communities  in  the  Municipality  of  La  libertad  WERE  LEGALLY 
CONSTITUTED  autonomous  Indian  communities,  formed  strictly  according  to 
the  San  Andres  Accords  signed  by  the  government  of  Mexico  in  Feb  1996. 

They  govern  themselves  peacefully  & efficiently,  WITHIN  the  parameters  set 
down  in  the  San  Andres  accords.  Yet  for  governing  themselves  by  the 
consensus  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  Mayan  community,  the  Mexican 
government  insists  that  their  method  of  "appointing"  local  governments  (who 
care  nothing  for  the  locals  they  govern)  is  the  ONLY  way  permitted, 
contrary  to  the  treaty  (San  Andres)  which  they  signed. 

ACT  NOW! ! 

- Flood  the  Mexican  government  offices  with  email,  faxes  & calls  demanding 
an  IMMEDIATE  cessation  of  hostilities  & the  respect  of  the  legal  right  to 
self-determination  of  the  Indigenous  peoples  in  Mexico. 

- Call/write/fax/email  your  own  federal  government  representatives  NOW  & 
insist  that  they  immediately  & formally  demand  that  the  government  of 
Mexico  stop  these  attacks  immediately,  pull  back  their  troops,  allow  the 
International  Red  Cross  to  enter  the  area  & care  for  the  wounded. 

- Organize  a support  group  for  the  Maya  in  Chiapas  in  your  area  or  join 
one  already  operative  & DO  SOMETHING! 

Mayan  people  are  once  again...,  still...,  being  butchered  as  you  read 
this.  . . so  PLEASE  ACT  NOW! 

"...  for  ALL  our  relations..." 
masi ' 

"What  you  can  do,  or  dream  you  can  do...,  begin  it! 

Boldness  has  genius,  power  and  magic  in  it!" 

"RE;  Chiapas  Updates"  


Chief  Armold  Solomon 
Tl'esqox  [Toosey  Band] 

Ray  Hance 

Yunesit'in  [Stone  Band] 

Chief  Anaham,  Leslie  Stump 
Tl'etinox  [Anaham  Band] 

Chief  Mary  Stump 
'Esdilagh  [Alexandria  Band] 


Date:  Fri,  12  Dun  1998  10:25:35  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub  j : updates  from  Chiapas 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

1.  E; EnlaceCivil, Police/Paramilitary  Invasion  of  Nabil  Community,  Dun  3 (fwd) 

2.  Police  raid  Mexican  village  - Reuters  report 

3.  Communique  from  Nicolas  Ruiz  village 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Thu,  4 Dun  1998  16:41:41  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Chiapas95-english  <owner-chiapas95-english@eco . utexas . edu> 

Subject:  E; EnlaceCivil, Police/Paramilitary  Invasion  of  Nabil  Community,  Dun  3 

This  posting  has  been  forwarded  to  you  as  a service  of 
Accion  Zapatista  de  Austin. 

Communique'  from  the  Community  Nabil,  Municipality  of  Tenejapa, 

Dune  3rd,  1998 

Municipality  of  Tenejapa,  Community  Nabil 
Dune  3rd  , 1998 
To  the  CONAI 
To  the  COCOPA 

To  the  Center  of  Human  Rights  Fray  Bartolome'  de  Las  Casas 
To  the  national  and  international  press 
To  national  and  international  civil  society 
To  the  public  opinion 

We  communicate  that  the  day  of  Wednesday,  Dune  2nd,  at  8 in  the 
morning  3 trucks  with  members  of  Public  Security  entered  our 
community,  those  that  accompanied  the  white  guards  (translators 
note:  i.e.  one  of  the  paramilitary  groups).  Of  those  that  we  had 
seen  the  day  before  around  10  at  night  in  training  in  the  School. 

They  threatened  our  families  so  that  we  would  abandon  our  houses. 

When  we  told  them  no,  they  pursued  us  with  force.  The  little 
children  and  elders  of  our  community  were  very  scared  and  some  hurt 
themselves  when  they  left  running.  We  are  30  families  with  our 
children  and  all  of  us  went  to  the  mountain  without  being  able  to 
take  anything  with  us.  Nor  food  nor  clothes.  Because  of  this  we  are 
very  worried  because  nor  covers  do  we  have  to  protect  us  from  the 
cold  and  the  rain.  Public  Security  took  the  families  by  force 
outside  the  community. 

We  ask  that  you  intercede  so  that  the  municipal  president  whose 
name  is  Alonso  Gomez  Lopez  with  the  support  of  the  Government  of 
Zedillo  will  stop  soliciting  the  army  to  go  to  our  community,  that 
they  leave  us  in  peace  because  we  are  not  doing  anything  and  so 
that  the  priistas  will  stop  threatening  telling  us  that  the  same  is 
going  to  happen  to  us  which  occurred  in  Acteal. 

We  ask  civil  society.  Human  Rights  organizations  and  the 
journalists  to  accompany  us  so  that  we  can  return  to  our  houses 
because  we  do  not  want  to  be  in  the  mountain  and  we  are  scared  for 
the  health  of  our  little  ones  and  elders. 

WE  DEMAND  THAT  THEY  RESPECT  US  AND  THAT  THE  GOVERNMENT  STOP  SENDING 
THEIR  ARMIES  TO  OUR  COMMUNITIES. 

[Translated  by  PC93 

Parar  la  Guerra  en  Chiapas  - Stop  the  War  in  Chiapas 

http: //www. kineko.com/pc93/index.htm 

http://www.wilder.net/c73/index.htm 

http://nni.irdg.com/pc93/index.htm 

http : //www. newhumans . com/chiapas/ automail . html 

gopher : //mundo .eco. utexas . edu : 70/ ll/mailing/ chiapas95 .archive] 

Visit  the  pages  of  the  Zapatista  Front  of  National  Liberation: 
http: //spin . com. mx/~floresu/FZLN/  (Spanish) 
http://www.peak.org/~joshua/fzln/  (English) 

http: //home .worldnet .f r/ngoc-mai/Front%20zapatiste. htm  (French) 


(soon  to  be  in  German...) 


Forwarded  message  

Date:  Thu,  04  Dun  1998  11:02:41  +0200 
From:  mokturtl  <mokturtl@zedat.fu-berlin.de> 

To:  chiapas-l@profmexis.sar.net 
Subject:  Police  raid  Mexican  village 

Police  raid  Mexican  village  in  Chiapas,  arrest  147 
3 Dune  1998 

Web  posted  at:  20:04  ART,  Buenos  Aires  time  (23:04  GMT) 

TUXTLA  GUTIERREZ,  Mexico,  Dune  3 (Reuters)  - Hundreds  of  Mexican  police 
firing  tear  gas,  stormed  an  opposition-run  village  in  the  troubled 
southern  state  of  Chiapas  and  arrested  147  people,  officials  said. 

About  400  police  raided  the  village  of  Nicolas  Ruiz,  some  370  miles  (600 
km)  southeast  of  Mexico  City,  because  the  leftist  Party  of  the  Democratic 
Revolution  (PRD)  that  governs  the  town  had  expelled  33  pro-ruling  party 
families,  state  officials  said. 

Villagers  battled  police  briefly  with  sticks  and  stones  before  order  was 
restored  and  scores  of  residents  led  away  in  police  vans,  Arelly  Madrid, 
undersecretary  for  internal  affairs  in  the  state,  told  a news  conference. 

Madrid  said  the  raid  followed  a request  for  help  by  the  state  branch  of 
the  government-run  National  Human  Rights  Commission  that  was  worried  about 
the  fate  of  the  33  families. 

He  said  the  PRD  hounded  the  families  from  the  village  after  they  switched 
their  political  allegiance  from  the  opposition  to  the  ruling  Institutional 
Revolutionary  Party  (PRI).  Most  of  those  arrested  would  be  freed  shortly, 
he  added.  PRD  officials  in  the  village  or  state  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment . 

Chiapas  is  Mexico's  most  politically  explosive  state,  with  leftist 
Zapatista  rebels  and  grinding  poverty.  State  police  and  the  army  raided 
several  pro-rebel  townships  in  the  area  earlier  this  year  which  had 
declared  themselves  autonomous. 

Copyright  1998  Reuters  Limited.  All  rights  reserved. 


Forwarded  message  

Date:  Thu,  04  Dun  1998  16:51:12  -0400 
From:  pc93  <pc93@mci2000 . com> 

Subject:  Communique  from  Municipality  Nicolas  Ruiz,  State  of  Chiapas  6.3.98 

Municipality  Nicolas  Ruiz,  State  of  Chiapas 
Dune  3rd,  1998 
To  the  CONAI 
To  the  COCOPA 

To  the  Commission  of  Human  Rights  Fray  Bartolome  de  Las  Casas 
To  the  National  and  International  Press 
To  civil  society 

and  the  public  opinion  in  general 

We  inform  that  at  approximately  5:30  in  the  morning  of  Wednesday, 

Dune  3rd,  we  were  brutally  trampled  by  close  to  3000  armed 
elements,  within  the  Mexican  Army,  Public  Security  of  the  State, 

State  and  Federal  Dudicial  Police,  and  white  guards  from  the  known 
places  like  "the  chinchulines" . Of  which  we  give  you  to  know  their 
names  because  it  is  them  who  are  the  principle  authors  of  the 
violence  in  the  Municipality.  The  names  of  them  are  the  following: 

Abel  Lopez  Zuniga,  Mario  Moreno  Gonzalez,  Amancio  Constantino 
Cardenas,  Dorge  Diaz  Dimenez,  Antonio  Zuniga  Lara,  Maclovio  Diaz 
Lopez  and  Narciso  Lopez  Diaz  among  others.  They  receive  advice 
directly  from  the  Secretary  of  government  Areli  Madrid  Tovilla.  In 
the  operation  they  had  on  hoods  so  that  they  could  not  be 
identified  by  the  community  because  they  were  pointing  out 
domiciles  of  persons  in  which  the  army  entered  and  struck  everyone 
they  found  inside,  without  caring  if  they  were  women  or  children. 

When  the  houses  which  were  pointed  out  were  without  people  they 
sacked  them. 


When  they  invaded  the  community  in  the  operation,  they  threw  tear 
gas,  they  shot  with  arms  of  high  power  in  all  directions,  for  which 
reason  we  do  not  know  if  among  our  people  there  are  any  dead.  That 
of  which  we  are  certain  is  that  there  is  a large  number  of  injured 
among  the  men,  women,  and  children. 

They  destroyed  the  furniture,  they  took  money,  personal  documents, 
electrical  apparatus,  etc.  for  which  reason  we  are  demanding  from  a 
total  loss  of  goods  and  furniture,  and  buildings,  a total  of 
approximately  300  thousand  pesos. 

In  our  community  we  are  approximately  5000  inhabitants  of  which  in 
the  operation  were  detained  200  persons  among  the  men  and  women.  We 
also  inform  that  there  are  some  companeros  who  have  disappeared 
because  we  made  a count  of  all  the  inhabitants  and  we  do  not  know 
where  they  are.  We  are  afraid  that  these  companeros  may  be  tortured 
or  dead. 

The  operation  which  began  at  5:30  in  the  morning  until  this  moment 
remains  with  the  entire  community  surrounded  without  permitting 
anyone  to  leave  or  enter  the  town.  They  cut  the  communications 
mediums,  like  telephones.  Air  and  ground  patrols  are  still  being 
maintained . 

We  ask  the  Human  rights  organizations  to  intercede  before  the 
federal  and  state  government  so  that  there  is  immediate  removal  the 
operation  from  the  Municipality  because  we  consider  it  unjust  that 
they  attack  a community  only  for  the  liking  of  a group  of  persons 
that  do  not  want  peace  like  the  "chinchulines" . 

We  ask  of  whom  it  corresponds  that  the  before  mentioned  persons  be 
judged  because  we  know  they  have  criminal  records  the  same  as  Mario 
Moreno  Gonzalez,  Abel  Lopez  Zuniga  and  Dorge  Diaz  limenez. 

We  ask  that  they  respect  the  integrity  and  the  human  rights  of  the 
people  who  are  surrounded  by  the  army  in  the  community. 

Attentively, 

The  town  of  Nicolas  Ruiz,  Chiapas 
ENLACE  CIVIL  A.C. 

Calle  Ignacio  Allende  4 

29200  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas 

CHIAPAS -MEXICO 

Tel  y fax:  (52)  967-82104 

e-mail : enlacecivil@laneta .apc.org 

Consult  our  electronic  page  with  new  information  every  15  days 
http: //www. laneta . ape . org/enlacecivil 
http://www.enlacecivil.org.mx 

[Translated  from  Spanish  by  PC93 

Parar  la  Guerra  en  Chiapas  - Stop  the  War  in  Chiapas 

http: //www. kineko.com/pc93/index.htm 

http://www.wilder.net/c73/index.htm 

http://nni.irdg.com/pc93/index.htm 
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NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS-  N.A.P. 


Registered  as  a Non  Profit  Corporation  in  USA,N.A.P.  translates  and 
distributes  information  in  support  of  human  rights  in  Mexico. 
Advisory  team:  Mexico.  General  Director:  Roger  Maldonado-Mexico 
Darrin  Wood:  Director  NAP-Spain  office. 

Susana  Saravia:  Coordinator 
NAP:  Mexico/USA/Spain 

Our  web  page  in  Spanish:  http://www.nap.cuhm.mx/nap0.htm 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


RE:  Similarities  & Differences 


Date:  Wed,  10  Dun  1998  01:26:03  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : Similarities  & Differences 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Kosovo  - Chiapas 
Heard  the  news? 

All  sorts  of  heavy  sanctions  being  laid  by  USA,  Canada,  & European 
countries . . . 

on  Serbia  for  their,  "...  heavy-handed  & ruthless  attacks  on  alleged 
"separatist-terrorists"  in  predominantly-Albanian  Kosovo  during  the  past 
4-5  months.  Anywhere  from  500-1000  Albanians  killed  to  date.  Almost  2500 
in  refugee  camps.  The  point  of  contention  is  the  Albanians  are  a 4 to  1 
majority  in  Kosovo  but  are  denied  the  most  basic  rights  to  live  as 
Albanians,  (ie,  speak  Albanian  at  school  & work,  govern  themselves,  access 
to  health,  education,  etc  on  par  with  the  non-Albanian  population,  etc.) 

Zero  sanctions  laid  by  USA,  Canada,  & European  countries... 
on  Mexico  for  their,  "...  heavy-handed  & ruthless  attacks  on"...  Indian 
people  in  Chiapas.  Men,  women  & children.  Anywhere  from  3500-5000  Mayan 
Indians  killed  to  date  in  Chiapas  alone.  Over  12,500  in  refugee  camps.  The 
point  of  contention  is  the  Maya  are  a 4 to  1 majority  in  Chiapas  but  are 
denied  the  most  basic  rights  to  live  as  Indians,  (ie,  speak  T'setlal  Maya 
& Tzotslil  Maya  at  school  & work,  govern  themselves,  access  to  health, 
education,  etc  on  par  with  the  non-Maya  population,  etc.) 

Similarities  between  the  victims  of  oppression  & "low-intensity  warfare" 
in  both  areas  of  conflict... 

Human  beings,  with  all  human  strengths  & frailties,  fears,  hopes,  dreams.... 

Sanctions  on  Serbia...,  & no  sanctions  on  Mexico...  Why?  What's  the  difference 
Hmmm..?  Let's  see...  Looking  at  the  victims,  there's  absolutely  NO 
differences  except... 

Kosovo  - The  victims  have  white  skin. 

Chiapas  - The  victims  have  brown  skin. 

The  ONLY  other  differences  between  these  two  conflicts  are: 

USA,  Canada,  & European  trade  agreements  - 
with  Serbia  - No 
with  Mexico  - yes 

Corporate  investments  by  USA,  Canadian,  & European-based  companies  - 
in  Kosovo  - about  $6.99  (USD) (1997  est.) 
in  Chiapas  - about  $27-billion  (USD)  (1997  est.) 

Diplomatic  leadership  role  in  organizing  reaction  to  the  conflict  in  both 

areas  provided  by  - 

The  United  States  of  America 

Ah  yes!  The  Great  Emancipator...,  breaking  the  chains  of  tyranny,  giving 
the  God-given  right  to  human  liberty  the  room  to  grow! ! 

(But  not  if  breaking  those  chains,  crushing  that  tyranny  or  respecting  that 
God-given  right  to  human  liberty  devalue  the  returns  on  YOUR  plantation, 
right  massa'?  doo-dah,  doo-dah...) 


Want  more  "Similarities  & Differences"? 

This  weekend  I'll  be  posting  excerpts  from  2 remarkably  similar  documents 
each  using  remarkably  similar  terminology,  with  remarkably  the  same 
objectives : 

1 - The  minutes  of  the  infamous  "Wansee  Conference"  of  20  Dan  '42,  when 
the  Nazi  hierarchy  met  & laid  out  their  plan  for  the  "final  solution  of 


the  Jewish  problem  in  Europe..."  . 

2 - The  hot-off-the-press  English  translation  of  the  "Plan  de  Campana 
Chiapas  '94"  (Chiapas  Campaign  Plan  '94)  a plan  devised  by  the  Minister  of 
Defence  of  Mexico  in  1994  & endorsed  by  Mexican  President  Zedillo,  [as 
recently  published  in  the  Mexican  magazine  "el  proceso"]  laying  out  their 
plan  for  the  "final  solution  of  the  Indigenous  problem  in  Chiapas...". 

And  the  differences  will  point  out  how  the  record  of  what  the  Nazis 
planned  & executed  got  them  (rightfully)  hung,  while  the  record  of  what 
the  Mexican  government  planned  & is  executing  got  them...,  more  US 
dollars . 

"What  you  can  do,  or  dream  you  can  do...,  begin  it! 

Boldness  has  genius,  power  and  magic  in  it!" 

"RE : incursion  of  the  Army  in  Guerrero"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Dun  1998  12:25:43  GMT 
From:  pc93  <pc93@mci2000 . com> 

Sub j : Mexican  League  for  the  Defense  of  Human  Rights  6.8.98 
re:  Incursion  of  the  Army  in  Guerrero 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

URGENT  ACTION 
LFD-GRO-63/98 

INCURSION  OF  THE  ARMY  IN  GUERRERO. 

Translated  from  Spanish  by  PC93: 

Parar  la  Guerra  en  Chiapas  - Stop  the  War  in  Chiapas 
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http://www.peak.org/~joshua/fzln 

http : //www. newhumans . com/chiapas/ automail . html 

http: //www. findmail . com/list/chiapas-1/ 

gopher : //mundo .eco. utexas . edu : 70/ ll/mailing/ chiapas95 .archive 
Mexico,  D.  F.  Dune  8,  1998. 

The  Mexican  League  for  the  Defense  of  Human  Rights,  branch  of  the 
International  Federation  of  Human  Rights  (FIDH  - Federacion 
Internacional  de  Derechos  Humanos),  organization  with  consultative 
statute  before  the  ONU  (United  Nations  Organization,  i.e.  UN), 

[Resolution  1296];  branch  of  the  World-wide  Organization  against 
Torture  (OMCT  - Organizacion  Mundial  Contra  la  Tortura)  and 
Observer  in  Mexico  of  the  International  Observatory  of  Prisons  (OIP 
- Observatorio  Internacional  de  Prisiones),  asks  for  your  immediate 
intervention  before  the  following  denunciation.  Although  it  must  be 
taken  with  due  reserve  (coming  from  a secondary  source),  its 
seriousness  demands  urgent  attention: 


"La  Dornada"  Dune  8,  1998  (Mexican  Newspaper). 

Confrontation  Army-EPR  in  Guerrero;  11  rebels  dead 

Maribel  Gutierrez,  correspondent,  Ayutla  de  los  Libres,  Gro.,  Dune 
7 - During  the  Sunday  dawn,  effectives  of  the  Mexican  Army  laid 
siege  to  the  mixteca  community  of  El  Charco,  of  scarcely  20  houses, 
and  in  a shooting  that  lasted  for  an  hour  and  a half  they  killed  11 
interigants  of  the  Popular  Revolutionary  Army  (EPR-  Ejercito  Popular 
Revolucionario)  that  spent  the  night  in  the  local  school,  injuring 
5 people  and  jailing  21  others. 

Inhabitants  of  this  community  of  Costa  Chica  of  Guerrero  related 
that  12  elements  of  the  EPR  arrived  on  Saturday  at  midday  and  after 
carrying  out  an  assembly  in  the  bilingual  school  Caritino 
Maldonado,  which  is  directed  by  Valentin  Zavala  Ortega,  they  asked 
permission  of  the  authorities  to  spend  the  night  in  that  place. 

They  relate  that  approximately  at  4 in  the  morning  they  heard  a 


gunshot.  From  that  moment  the  area  was  laid  siege  and  members  of 
the  Army  made  a blockade  with  which  they  impeded  the  exit  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  place,  like  that  of  access  of  civilians. 

The  community  and  another  6 settlements  in  that  area,  inhabited  by 
some  2 thousand  indigenous  mixtecos,  converted  into  a zone 
controlled  by  the  Army.  When  the  siege  came  to  a close,  after  the 
shooting  was  concluded,  no  civilian  could  leave,  including  the 
municipal  authorities  and  the  journalists. 

The  inhabitants  report  that  police  and  military  convoys  were 
dispatched  to  the  zone;  some  26  artillery  vehicles,  two  helicopters 
with  machines  guns  and  transport  of  personnel,  and  tens  of  police 
of  the  state  and  of  the  Procurator  General  of  the  Republic  entered 
the  location. 

The  mayor  Odilon  Romero,  PRD  member,  said  that  he  asked  for  the 
access  to  that  location  of  the  National  Commission  for  Human 
Rights,  of  the  International  Red  Cross  and  of  the  civil 
authorities,  "to  avoid  abuses"  and  to  protect  the  indigenous 
population . 

The  municipal  commissary  Panfilo  Santiago  Hernandez,  that  left  4 
hours  before  the  military  blockade  was  established  and  edile  Romero 
agree  that  all  Sunday  there  were  military  vehicles  passing  through 
the  community.  Hernandez  says  that  since  yesterday  (14:00  hours) 
there  was  a reunion  of  12  persons  that  were  not  inhabitants  of  the 
community,  but  he  does  not  refer  to  them  looking  like  guerrillas 
nor  that  they  were  armed. 

Also,  settlers  that  went  out  in  the  early  dawn  to  the  market  of 
Ayutla,  the  municipal  headship,  relate  that  the  elements  of  the  EPR 
were  sleeping  when  they  were  surrounded  and  they  fear  that  the 
detained  and  injured,  which  total  26,  are  people  of  the  community 
that  witnessed  the  acts  because,  they  point  out,  to  that  township 
arrived  only  12  milicianos  (militiamen?)  of  the  EPR,  the  majority 
of  whom  were  killed. 

The  eleven  corpses  were  taken  to  the  Forensic  Medical  Service  of 
Acapulco  and  their  origin  is  ignored.  The  21  detained  were  taken  to 
the  barracks  of  the  Ninth  Military  Region,  in  Acapulco,  and  it  is 
ignored  that  they  are  mixtecos  of  the  community. 

According  to  the  state  procurator  general  of  Justice,  Servando 
Alanis,  the  corpses  of  the  dead  were  taken  in  helicopter  to  the 
Semefo  (?)  of  Acapulco,  where  they  impeded  the  access  of  the 
reporters  to  record  and  verify  the  characteristics  and  conditions 
of  the  victims. 

The  civil  employee  said  that  the  performance  for  determining  the 
crimes  that  the  detained  were  landed  with  is  in  charge  of  the 
Procurator  of  the  state  and  as  well  of  the  PGR. 

Leaders  of  social  organizations  and  of  the  PRD  successfully 
obtained  testimonies  of  locals  who  managed  to  leave  before  the 
siege.  The  president  of  the  Regional  committee  of  the  PRD  in  Costa 
Chica,  Miguel  Angel  Godinez,  said  that,  according  to  witnesses 
"there  was  not  a confrontation;  it  was  a massacre.  The  Army  arrived 
to  attack  without  there  being  gunfire  from  the  EPR  group.  They  took 
them  by  surprise.  There  was  a whistle-blowing  by  intelligence 
agents  who  have  been  in  this  zone  and  in  all  the  region  from  months 
back".  Proof  of  it,  "is  the  testimonies  of  the  arrival  of  military 
vehicles  from  1 to  2 in  the  morning,  two  hours  before  they  began 
firing" . 

As  much,  the  secretary  of  organization  of  the  municipal  PRD,  Julio 
Leocadio,  who  is  as  well  a leader  of  a farmer  organization, 
manifested  that  the  interigants  of  the  EPR  "were  caught  sleeping  in 
the  school  and  we  fear  that  the  detained  are  innocent  people  of  the 
community  without  any  link  to  the  armed  group,  the  same  as  the 
injured" . 

Since  the  last  months  of  1996,  in  the  zone  of  conflict  there  has 
been  seen  the  presence  of  the  EPR  in  some  communities,  but  there 
never  occurred  any  actions  of  shooting,  only  of  propaganda.  In 
Costa  Chica,  this  is  the  first  action  of  shooting  with 


participation  of  the  Army  and  presumed  members  of  the  EPR.  In  a 
total  of  12  armed  actions  which  occurred  anteriorly  in  Guerrero, 
there  has  been  five  members  of  the  EPR  killed  and  with  those  of  now 
totals  16. 


The  Limeddh-FIDH  solicits  the  investigation  of  the  facts  put  forth, 
that  of  rightness  of  the  journalistic  note,  there  is  no  mention  of 
any  injured  soldier,  and  the  testimonies  which  say  that  there  was 
not  a confrontation  are  reinforced,  in  that  we  could  not  find  any 
prior  summary  or  extrajudicial  execution.  What  is  more  the  taking 
of  the  detained  to  military  precincts  violates  legal  dispositions. 

The  Limeddh-FIDH  remembers  that  the  respect  of  personal  integrity, 
the  right  to  life,  personal  liberty,  the  liberty  of  association, 
assembly  and  petition  are  rights  guaranteed  by  the  articles  2,  8, 

9,  14,  15,  16,  22  and  35  of  the  Mexican  Constitution,  also  the 
article  129  with  relation  to  the  action  of  soldiers  in  affairs  of 
persecution  of  crimes  and  detentions  in  distinct  areas  from  those 
destined  (outwardly  professed);  the  articles  3,  9,  20  of  the 
Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights,  the  articles  4,  5,  7,  9,  10, 
15,  16  of  the  American  Convention  of  Human  Rights,  the  articles  6, 

9,  11,  14  of  the  International  Pact  of  Civil  and  Political  Rights 
and  the  articles,  XXI,  XXII,  XXIV  and  XXV  of  the  American 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights. 

For  which  we  solicit: 

i. -  To  the  CNDH,  to  the  state  Commission  of  Human  Rights 
and  to  the  International  Red  Cross:  realize  a field  visit  to  know 
better  the  situation  and  prevent  greater  aggressions. 

To  the  Procurators: 

ii.  the  respect  of  the  physical,  psychological  integrity  of 
the  detained  and  of  the  civil  population. 

iii.  the  investigation  and  elucidation  of  the  anteriorly 
referred  facts  and  application  of  the  law  to  those  who  are 
responsible . 

iv.  The  accomplishment  of  studies  of  autopsy  or  re-autopsy 
with  the  participation  of  the  CNDH,  and  independent  observers. 

To  the  President  of  the  Republic: 

v.  That  the  Federal  Army  stick  to  the  constitutional 
functions . 

vi.  Give  favor  to  the  intervention  of  the  International 
Red  Cross. 

Attentively. 

Adrian  Ramirez  Lopez 
President 

Angelica  Ayala  Ortiz 
Vice-president 
Francisco  Lope  Avila 
Press  Secretary 

Direct  your  calls  to: 

Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon 

Presidente  de  la  Republica.  (President  of  the  Republic) 

Residencia  Oficial  "Lazaro  Cardenas" 

Los  Pinos,  Colonia  San  Miguel  Chapultepec 
C.P.  11850  Mexico  D.F. 

Fax:  (+  52  5)2  71  1764  o/or  5 15  1794 

Lie.  Francisco  Labastida  Ochoa 

Secretario  de  Gobernacion  (Secretary  of  Governation) 

Bucareli  99,  2o  piso 
Col.  Duarez,  Mexico,  D.F. 

Fax  (+  52  5)  546  53  50  o/or  547  03  21 


Dr.  Jorge  Madrazo  Cuellar 

Procurador  General  de  la  Republica  (Procurator  General  of  the 
Republic) 

Violeta  y Reforma  s/n  2o  piso 

Col.  Guerrero,  C.P.  06300  Mexico  D.F. 

Fax:  (+  52  5)  626  44  26 

Lie.  Mireille  Roccatti  Velazquez 

Presidenta  de  la  CNDH.  (President  of  the  CNDH) 

Periferico  Sur  No.  3469,  Col.  San  Jeronimo  Lidice, 

Deleg.  Magdalena  Contreras,  C.P.  10200,  Mexico,  D.F. 

Fax. : (+  52  5)  681  71  99 

Correo  electronico:  cndh@laneta.apc.org 

Lie.  Angel  Aguirre  Rivero 

Gobernador  del  Estado  de  Guerrero  (Governor  of  the  State  of 
Guerrero) 

Palacio  de  Gobierno 
Chilpancingo,  Gro. 

Tel.  y Fax.  (747)  1 18  81 

Lie.  Servando  Alanis  Santos 

Procurador  General  de  Dusticia  del  Estado  de  Guerrero  (Procurator 
General  of  Justice  of  the  State  of  Guerrero) 

Tel:  (74)  1 40  73  Fax:  2 3 23  28 

Lie.  Juan  Alarcon  Hernandez 

Presidente  de  la  CEDH  de  Guerrero.  (President  of  the  CEDH  of 
Guerrero) 

Cedros  esq.  Calle  Alamos,  Col.  Olinala,  39020 

Chilpancingo,  Guerrero,  Tel  (757)  1 03  25  y fax  (747)  1 21  90 

Please  send  copies  of  your  calls  to:  Limeddh-FIDH, 

Av.  Azcapotzalco  275,  Col.  Claveria,  02090,  Mexico,  D.F., 

Tel(525)  3 99  05  92  Fax.  3 99  13  36, 
electronic  mail:  limeddh@laneta.apc.org 


NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS-  N.A.P.  To  know  about  us  visit: 
http : //www. nap . cuhm . mx/nap0 . htm 

General  Director:  Roger  Maldonado  Director  Europe:  Darrin  Wood 
Coordinator:  USA-Mexico-Europe:  Susana  Saravia  (Anibarro) 

Advisory  and  support  team:  Mexico 

"RE : Desecration  of  Hines  Cave"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Jun  1998  05:46:43  -0400 
From:  miller.he@juno.com 

Sub j : DESECRATION  OF  HINES  (DOUBLEHEAD)  CAVE 
CUMBERLAND- RIVER  Mailing  List 

DESECRATION  CONTINUES  AT  HINES  CAVE,  WAYNE  COUNTY  KENTUCKY 

"Hines  Cave,  about  six  miles  from  Monticello,  Kentucky,  yielded  the  most 
remains  of  any  in  Kentucky.  The  cave  is  spacious  and  well  drained.  The 
entrance  is  protected  from  wind,  rain  and  snow  by  high  cliffs,  yet  well 
lighted  for  some  distance.  The  bottom  is  level  and  dry  and  this  must  have 
been  a desirable  shelter  to  the  people  who  occupied  it.  There  were 
remains  from  many  fires  and  in  the  graves  were  many  artifacts,  awls, 
needles  and  skinning  knives;  in  the  ash  beds  were  bones  of  many  animals. 

In  one  grave  was  found  the  skeleton  of  a young  woman  with  a round  piece 
of  shining  mica  of  the  type  that  comes  from  North  Carolina.  Many 
skeletons  were  found  and  many  more  artifacts,  stone  hoes,  flint 
arrowheads,  pipes,  pottery,  and  textiles.  Animal  bones  were  those  of  a 
wolf,  bear,  rabbit,  turkey,  quail,  turtle  shells,  and  mussel  shells.  " 


The  above  excerpt  from  the  book  "Ancient  Life  in  Kentucky" (1928)  by  Webb 
and  W.D.  Funkhouser  makes  clear  the  significance  of  this  burial  and 
habitation  site  of  the  Cherokee  people.  Reports  indicate  that  Hines  Cave, 
or  Doublehead  cave,  (15WN1,  NAGPRA  designation  number)  was  used  for  at 
least  20000  years  by  indigenous  peoples.  Yet,  once  again  it  is  the  target 
of  massive  grave  robbing  and  looting.  Recent  photos  of  the  hillside  above 
the  cave  showing  shaker  screens  which  are  used  to  sift  for  artifacts  from 
the  dirt  removed  from  the  cave.  Further,  aerial  surveillance  indicates 
that  a barn  of  the  property  owner  Nick  Cooley,  and  ex-brother  in  law  of 
present  Kentucky  Governor  Paul  Patton,  contained  boxes  of  suspected 
artifacts.  Dust  outside  of  the  barn  were  construction  materials  similar 
to  the  ones  used  to  build  shaker  screens  just  like  the  ones  visible  in 
the  photos  above  the  entrance  to  the  cave.  This  barn  is  near  the  home  of 
Mr.  Cooley  and  on  the  same  property  as  Hines  Cave.  This  is  not  the  first 
time  this  has  occurred.  About  four  years  ago  it  was  reported  to 
authorities  that  wholesale  grave  digging  was  going  on  at  the  cave.  Dennis 
Banks  of  the  American  Indian  Movement,  Dave  Pollack  of  the  Kentucky 
Heritage  Council,  and  others  observed  that  human  bones,  including  the 
skull  of  small  child,  were  in  mass  profusion  throughout  the  entrance 
area.  The  Kentucky  State  Police  were  notified  but  no  investigation  is 
ever  known  to  have  been  done.  In  Kentucky  it  is  a class  D felony  to 
disturb  a native  burial  and  desecrating  a cave  is  also  illegal.  Reports 
were  made  at  this  time  to  the  proper  law  authorities  and  nothing  was  ever 
done.  Shortly  thereafter  it  was  noted  that  the  cave  entrance  had  been 
bulldozed.  Again  no  investigation  was  done  by  the  Kentucky  State  Police 
even  after  many  calls.  Reports  are  that  the  owner,  Nick  Cooley  ordered 
the  bulldozing  of  the  cave  entrance  to  provide  shelter  for  his  cows.  He 
has  reportedly  admitted  it  to  several  people  including  individuals  of  the 
Kentucky  Heritage  Council  which  also  encompasses  the  Kentucky  Native 
American  Cultural  Commission,  that  he  ordered  the  bulldozing,  and  nothing 
was  done  about  it  in  spite  of  the  state  law  against  cave  desecration  and 
disturbance  of  a native  burial. 

Recent  developments:  The  Kentucky  Bureau  of  Investigations  concluded  that 
there  was  no  proof  this  was  a burial  site.  Therefore,  an  investigation  of 
the  reports  of  grave  looting  is  unfounded.  We  have  also  received  reports 
that  a auction  was  held  at  Mr.  Cooley's  place  recently  and  could  have 
been  an  artifact  auction.  Why  is  this  tragic  situation  allowed  to 
continue?  There  are  state  and  federal  laws  to  prevent  this  from 
occurring,  but  they  are  not  being  enforced.  Stand  with  us  and  demand  the 
enforcement  of  pertinent  laws  and  help  stop  this  ghoulish  practice. 

Michael  Sims 

South  Eastern  Anti-desecration  League 


You  don't  need  to  buy  Internet  access  to  use  free  Internet  e-mail. 

Get  completely  free  e-mail  from  Duno  at  http://www.juno.com 
Or  call  Duno  at  (800)  654-DUNO  [654-5866] 

====  CUMBERLAND-RIVER  Mailing  List  ==== 

Post  a few  CRR  historical  records  today  and  share  with  your  CRR  cousins! 

To  Post  to  list;  <CUMBERLAND-RIVER@rootsweb. com> 

CRR  Web  Site;  http://travel.to/downhome 

"RE : Western  Shoshone  Action  Alert"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Dun  1998  18:49:18  -0400 

From:  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project 

Sub j : A Serious  Western  Shoshone  Action  Alert 

UUCP  email 

Action  Alert  - BLM  Moves  Against  Hot  Spring,  Ranch,  and  Encampment 
Dune  9,  1998 

On  May  27,  1998,  the  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project  received  a Trespass 
Decision  from  the  BLM:  the  Danns  received  a second  Trespass  Decision  on 
Dune  9.  These  are  the  latest  in  a series  of  threats  against  Western 


Shoshone  who  continue  to  use  their  homelands,  and  are  the  last 
bureaucratic  step  before  the  BLM  can  destroy  the  area  set  up  around  a 
spiritually  and  culturally  important  hot  spring  used  daily  by  the  Dann 
family.  When  this  same  spring  was  endangered  by  mining  exploration  last 
year,  four  tribal  councils  passed  resolution  against  the  activity, 
reinforcing  the  significance  of  the  spring  across  Newe  Sogobia.  Among  the 
"unauthorized  items"  the  BLM  plans  to  remove  is  a fence  set  up  to  protect 
the  spring  and  the  surrounding  area.  The  land  around  the  spring  has 
benefited  from  land  restoration  projects  to  reduce  erosion  and  encourage 
native  plant  growth. 

The  Trespass  Decisions  further  threatens  the  Dann's  way  of  life  by 
condemning  property  on  the  areas  of  the  Dann  ranch  itself  which  are  on 
disputed  lands.  Likewise  in  danger  is  the  encampment  which  was  authorized 
and  established  by  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council.  It,  too,  is 
recognized  across  Western  Shoshone  country  as  a area  of  spiritual  and 
cultural  significance:  it  is  a ceremonial  area  with  a prayer  pole  and 
sweat  lodges,  and  is  the  site  of  the  annual  Western  Shoshone  Spring 
Gathering. 

The  WSDP  and  the  Danns  would  be  held  liable  for  the  costs  of  removing 
the  "unauthorized"  property,  for  "fair  marked  value  rent  of  the  public 
lands,"  for  reclamation  costs,  and  for  administrative  costs.  This  would 
be  in  addition  to  the  millions  of  dollars  in  fines  already  issued  to 
traditional  Western  Shoshone  cattle  grazers  in  past  months. 

In  the  face  of  the  BLM's  recent  harassment  of  Traditional  Western 
Shoshone  Cattle  Grazers  in  the  Crescent  Valley,  Odgers'  Ranch  and  South 
Fork  areas,  four  tribal  councils  have  passed  resolutions  condemning  the 
BLM's  activities,  and  supporting  Western  Shoshone  people's  rights  to  their 
traditional  homelands.  Western  Shoshone  community  members  from  across 
Newe  Sogobia  have  met  with  the  BLM  to  voice  concerns  about  the  agency's 
ctions . 

Please  join  in  voicing  your  concerns  to  the  BLM  and  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  - let  them  know  that  this  harassment  is  unacceptable! 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbit 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
18th  and  C Street  NW 
Washington,  DC  20240 
202-208-7251 

NV  State  BLM  Director  Robert  Abbey 
850  Harvard  Way 
Reno,  Nv  98502-2055 
702-785-6500 

National  BLM  Director  Patrick  Shea 
1847  C St.  NW 
Washington,  DC  20240 
202-208-5717 

Please  also  send  copies  to  the  WSDP: 

PO  Box  211106 

Cresecent  Valley,  NV  89821 
wsdp@igc.org. 

Thank  You! 

Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project 
PO  Box  211106 

Crescent  Valley,  Nevada  89821 

Ph:  702-468-0230  Fax:  702-468-0237 

http://www.alphacdc.com/wsdp/  and 

http: //www. teleport . com/~amt /planet pea ce/wsdp 

— "RE:  School  Victim  Seeks  Healing"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Dun  1998  10:27:50  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Res  school  survivor  "afraid  of  those  in  authority" 


-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

SCHOOL  VICTIM  SEEKS  HEALING 

Globe  and  Mail,  Dune  6,  1998,  by  Robert  Matas 

Vancouver  - Nisga'a  native  Marlon  Watts  was  six  years  old  when  he  was 
taken  away  from  his  family  in  1964  and  placed  in  a residential  school  in 
the  town  of  Port  Alberni  on  Vancouver  Island.  Over  the  next  three  years, 
Mr.  Watts  said  yesterday,  he  was  sexually  assaulted  on  several  occasions 
by  a United  Church  of  Canada  supervisor  at  the  school.  When  he  complained, 
he  was  whipped.  His  mouth  was  washed  out  with  soap  whenever  he  spoke  the 
Nisga'a  language. 

For  years,  neither  the  United  Church,  which  ran  the  school,  nor  the 
federal  government,  which  paid  the  bills  and  set  the  standards,  would 
accept  responsibility  for  what  happened  to  Mr.  Watts  and  several  other 
children  at  the  school.  Although  the  supervisor  has  been  convicted  of  the 
sex  crimes  and  is  now  serving  an  11-year  sentence,  Mr.  Watts  felt  that  his 
wounds  would  not  heal  until  those  who  were  supposed  to  be  taking  care  of 
him  were  held  accountable. 

Now,  he  hopes  a BC  court  decision  holding  both  the  government  and  the 
church  liable  will  become  the  foundation  for  a new  beginning.  Mr.  Watts 
said  he  would  like  Ottawa  and  the  church  to  negotiate  with  the  Port 
Alberni  victims  on  measures  to  help  them  regain  their  lives,  including  job 
training  and  programs  to  revive  their  native  culture.  At  what  price?  Mr. 
Watts,  a drug  and  alcohol  counsellor,  was  reluctant  to  put  a price  tag  on 
his  suffering.  But  in  response  to  questioning,  he  said  he  thought  he  was 
entitled  to  somewhere  between  $1.5  million  and  $2  million.  "It's  not  just 
about  money,"  he  quickly  added.  "I'm  still  ashamed  to  speak  my  own 
language . 

A court  hearing  is  scheduled  for  August  to  deal  with  the  amount  of  the 
compensation.  Mr.  Watts  added  that  he  has  been  plagued  with  health 
problems  ever  since  leaving  the  school.  He  has  received  extensive 
counselling  for  post  traumatic  disorder,  he  said.  He  still  has  nightmares 
and  he  is  afraid  of  those  in  authority,  he  added.  Lawyer  David  Paterson, 
who  acted  for  two  other  abuse  victims  from  the  school,  said  yesterday  that 
he  expects  both  the  church  and  Ottawa  to  acknowledge  their  responsibility 
and  negotiate  a settlement  with  all  of  the  Port  Alberni  victims. 
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WHO  OWNS  B.C.,  REFORM  ASKS  OTTAWA 

Vancouver  Sun,  Dune  10,  1998,  Page  A4  by  Peter  O'Neil 

Ottawa  - Indian  Affairs  Minister  Dane  Stewart  should  hold  a town  hall 


meeting  in  Vancouver  to  tell  citizens  whether  natives  own  the  city,  the 
Reform  party  said  Tuesday.  Reform  made  the  appeal  during  a vicious  second 
day  of  Reform's  assault  on  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada's  Delgamuukw 
decision,  a December  ruling  seen  as  a major  advance  for  aboriginal  claims 
to  BC  land.  "Is  the  minister  prepared  to  go  to  Vancouver,  hold  a town  hall 
meeting,  and  tell  the  people  who  show  up  there  that  the  city  belongs  to 
aboriginals?"  Indian  Affairs  critic  Mike  Scott  (Skeena)  asked  during 
question  period.  "Will  she  answer  the  question?  Who  owns  BC?" 

Reform  wants  the  federal  government  to  enact  legislation  to  narrow  the 
definition  of  native  title  laid  out  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  Delgamuukw,  a 
case  that  began  in  1984  when  51  Gitxan  and  Wet'suwet'en  chiefs  claimed 
control  over  58,000  square  kilometres  in  northwestern  BC.  Stewart  was 
equally  provocative  in  responding  to  Reform's  taunts,  accusing  the  party 
of  preferring  unilateral  federal  legislation  and  military  intervention  to 
quash  legitimate  native  demands.  She  cited  Reform's  recent  proposal  that 
the  army  be  sent  in  to  remove  natives  living  in  and  claiming  the  land  in 
the  former  Ipperwash  military  camp,  90  kilometres  northwest  of  London, 
Ontario. 

"The  only  solution  in  that  case  was  to  call  in  the  army,"  Stewart  said. 
"That  must  be  negotiation  Reform-style. " She  also  accused  Reformers  of 
being  hypocritical  in  complaining  about  compensation  for  Indians  at  the 
same  time  they  are  demanding  justice  for  hepatitis  tainted-blood  victims. 
"Mr.  Speaker,  they  ask  how  much  for  land  claims  but  they  do  not  ask  how 
much  for  hep  C,"  said  Stewart.  "Where  is  their  compassion  here? 
Systematically  they  undermine  the  aboriginal  people.  It's  an  outrage." 
Several  Reform  MPs  asked  Stewart  to  estimate  the  cost  of  settling  BC  land 
claims  that  currently  blanket  the  entire  province.  But  she  repeatedly 
refused  to  provide  an  answer.  "Where  is  this  money  going  to  come  from?" 
asked  Reform  finance  critic  Monte  Solberg  (Medicine  Hat). 

"Is  it  going  to  come  from  increased  taxes  or  is  he  (finance  Minister  Paul 
Martin)  going  to  cut  social  programs  again?"  Reform  has  said  almost 
nothing  about  Delgamuukw  in  the  Commons  since  the  December  ruling,  even 
though  several  BC  Reform  MPs  are  up  in  arms  over  potential  costs  and 
economic  uncertainty.  This  weeks  offensive  signals  a return  of  the  party's 
so-called  "red  meat"  issues  after  leader  Preston  Manning  acknowledged 
during  the  party's  recent  biennial  assembly  in  London  Ontario  that  some 
members  fear  Reform's  leadership  is  watering  down  its  principles  in  order 
to  attract  Eastern  Canadians. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

— "RE:  Natives  Seek  Bigger  Cut"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Hun  1998  10:45:21  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : NB:  Est . $400, 000 . 00  for  SCC  Appeal 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

NATIVES  SEEK  BIGGER  CUT  OF  N.B.  WOODS 

The  Globe  and  Mail,  Dune  5,  1998,  Page  A5  (CP) 

Fredericton  - Premier  Camille  Theriault  says  aboriginals  have  won  a 
permanent  place  for  themselves  in  New  Brunswick's  woods,  but  the  only 
question  now  is  how  significant  it  will  be.  "There  will  be  a place  in  our 


forest  industry  for  native  people  but  what  we  need  to  do  now  is  agree  on 
how  much  participation/'  said  Mr.  Theriault  yesterday,  a day  after  native 
loggers  shut  down  several  forestry  sites  operated  by  D.D.  Irving  Ltd. 

"We  have  been  waiting  for  a counter-offer  to  our  proposal  of  five  per  cent 
of  the  annual  allowable  cut." 

While  M.  Theriault,  sworn  in  as  Premier  three  weeks  ago,  said  the  peaceful 
shutdown  is  no  way  to  solve  the  stalemate  over  aboriginal  logging  rights 
on  Crown  land,  Noah  Augustine,  chief  spokesman  for  native  loggers,  said 
it's  difficult  to  achieve  consensus  among  all  of  the  aboriginal 
communities  involved  in  the  logging  issue.  Mr.  Augustine  had  hoped  to  have 
a counter-proposal  this  week,  but  is  now  saying  that  more  discussions  are 
necessary.  "It's  not  clear  how  long  the  province  will  have  to  wait."  There 
are  about  10,000  aboriginal  people  in  New  Brunswick,  representing  about 
1.3  per  cent  of  the  province's  population. 

Mr. Augustine  has  confirmed,  however,  that  some  natives  are  demanding  30 
per  cent  of  the  annual  harvest  this  summer  as  a short  term  solution  - 
significantly  more  than  the  government  offer.  The  lucrative  forestry 
industry  is  worth  about  $3-billion  annually.  New  Brunswick  natives  began 
developing  their  own  forestry  industry  last  fall  after  a landmark  court 
ruling  that  they  had  a treaty  right  to  Crown  lands  and  forests.  However, 
the  provincial  Court  of  Appeal  overturned  those  decisions  in  April.  The 
government  subsequently  ordered  the  natives  out  of  the  woods  and  began  a 
"soft  enforcement"  campaign  of  seizing  logging  trucks  and  warning  mills 
not  to  buy  native-cut  lumber.  Virtually  all  native  logging  has  since 
stopped . 

The  aboriginals  hope  to  appeal  their  case  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada, 
but  their  lawyer,  Cleveland  Allaby,  said  such  a step  might  be  too  costly. 

"I  believe  in  the  file.  I believe  in  their  ownership  of  the  land,"  said 
Mr.  Allaby.  "But,  in  the  meantime,  I quite  simply  can't  afford  to  go  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  on  my  credit  card."  Meanwhile,  his  clients 
have  two  more  weeks  to  seek  an  appeal.  Tim  Paul,  president  of  the  Native 
Loggers  Business  Association,  said  the  money  will  be  raised  and  the  case 
will  proceed.  They  have  raised  more  than  $100,000  for  their  legal  fund  to 
date.  It  is  estimated  they  will  need  at  least  $400,000  for  a Supreme  Court 
appeal . 
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INDIANS  WIN  ALBERNI  SCHOOL  CASE 

Federal  government.  United  Church  found  partners  in  sex  abuse 

The  Province,  Friday  Dune  5 1988 

Suzanne  Fournier,  Staff  Reporter  The  Province 

Survivors  of  Indian  residential-school  abuse  have  won  a major  court 
victory  that  could  open  the  floodgates  for  more  litigation  by  victims 
all  across  Canada. 

Despite  bids  by  the  federal  government  and  the  United  Church  to  deny 


in  count  any  responsibility  for  the  Alberni  Indian  residential  school, 
the  B.C.  Supreme  Court  yesterday  found  the  school  was  a "joint 
venture"  so  both  should  pay. 

"This  is  a giant  step  forward  for  us  and  will  give  us  strength  to 
continue  with  the  court  case  until  we  win  full  compensation,"  said 
Randy  Fred,  spokesman  for  the  natives. 

Said  Vancouver  lawyer  Peter  Grant,  who  acted  for  most  of  the  30  people 
who  launched  a civil  lawsuit  against  Ottawa  and  the  church,  "It's  a 
major  victory  for  my  clients  who  have  suffered  a very  great  deal  and 
should  be  entitled  to  move  ahead  with  their  healing.  Despite  the  fact 
that  the  church  and  the  federal  government  have  done  nothing  but  deny, 
deny,  deny,  the  court,  in  fact,  adopted  our  argument  that  the  school 
was  a joint  venture.  It  appears  they  are  50-50  responsible  for  the 
suffering  and  sexual  abuse  of  my  clients." 

Justice  Donald  Brenner  decided  only  on  the  matter  of  "vicarious 
liability"  in  this  stage  of  the  trial,  that  is,  whether  the  church  or 
Ottawa  were  responsible  for  sexual  abuse  of  Indian  children  by  a 
school  supervisor,  and  who  should  pay. 

Almost  all  of  the  plaintiffs  were  sexually  abused  and  beaten  by  Arthur 
Henry  Plint,  who  worked  as  a dorm  supervisor  at  the  school  betweenl948 
and  1968. 

Plint,  80,  pleaded  guilty  to  dozens  of  sexual  assaults  of  Indian  boys 
in  two  trials  in  1995  and  1997  and  was  sentenced  to  11  years  in  jail 
by  a judge  who  called  him  a "sexual  terrorist." 

Marlon  Watts,  43,  a Vancouver  court  worker  who  hailed  yesterday's 
victory,  said  he  was  only  six  and  his  brother  Darrell  four  when  Plint 
began  to  assault  them  sexually  at  night. 

Two  older  brothers  also  were  raped  by  Plint  but  none  of  the  brothers 
knew  of  the  others'  abuse  for  more  than  30  years. 

"I  heard  how  my  brothers  were  sexually  assaulted  for  the  first  time  in 
that  courtroom  in  February,  and  so  did  our  mother,"  said  Watts. 

THE  SCHOOL  SYSTEM 

There  were  18  Indian  residential  schools  in  B.C.  and  more  than  80 
across  Canada,  run  by  churches  under  contract  to  the  federal 
government  from  the  early  1800s  until  the  mid-1980s. 

They  were  to  "kill  the  Indian  in  the  child"  to  assimilate  Indians  and 
eradicate  their  culture. 

Vancouver  lawyer  Peter  Grant,  representing  clients  in  lawsuits 
involving  residential  schools  at  Lytton,  Alert  Bay,  Lower  Post, 

Williams  Lake  and  Edmonton  says  "literally  thousands"  more  victims  all 
across  Canada  are  waiting  to  sue. 

"How  could  these  schools  have  been  such  a haven  for  pedophiles  if  they 
hadn't  been  set  up  by  Ottawa  expressly  to  destroy  aboriginal  culture 
by  getting  at  the  children?"  Grant  asks. 
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[Please  send  questions  or  comments  about  this  post  to  the  original  sender, 
<casnp@pathcom . com>,  *not*  S.I.S.I.S.] 

-  - Forwarded  message 


Date:  Thu,  04  Dun  1998  14:58:46  -0400 
From:  CASNP  <casnp@pathcom . com> 

Subject:  New  Brunswick  - 100%  of  logs  belong  to  Indigenous  people  - CASNP 
CASNP.  4 Dune  1998.  The  Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  the 
Native  Peoples  today  issued  a statement  supporting  the  Indigenous 
Nations  of  New  Brunwick  in  their  dispute  with  the  provincial 
government.  An  important  clarification  should  be  made.  The  Indigenous 
Nations  do  not  get  their  rights  to  their  forests  by  way  of  a treaty. 
Aboriginal  title  to  land  and  resources  is  through  Aboriginal  title  since 
time  immemorial.  The  Indigenous  nations  gave  the  newcomers  a right  to 
live  on  their  land  to  the  depth  of  a plow  to  feed  themselves.  Now  the 
newcomers  say  the  Indigenous  nations  have  no  rights  to  their  land  and 
resources.  The  fact  that  the  New  Brunswick  government  is  offering  5%  of 
the  logging  to  the  Indigenous  nations  means  the  province  recognizes 
Aboriginal  title  and  are  confirming  that  the  Indigenous  people  own  100% 
of  their  land  and  resources.  In  fact  the  province  has  no  right  to 
dictate  to  the  Indigenous  Nations  on  what  to  do  with  their  possessions. 
Therefore,  the  Indigenous  people  do  not  have  to  accept  the  5%  being 
offered  to  them  by  the  New  Brunswick  government  while  the  newcomers  take 
95%  of  the  harvest.  The  generous  counter  offer  by  the  Indigenous 
nations  to  give  70%  of  the  harvest  to  the  newcomers  does  not  mean  they 
are  giving  them  70%  of  land.  The  land  still  belongs  to  the  Natives. 

They  are  merely  allowing  the  newcomers  to  share  some  of  the  harvest. 

The  land  is  still  totally  Aboriginal  land  and  always  will  be.  The 
Indigenous  people  realize  they  have  a smaller  population  and  are  sharing 
with  the  newcomer  society  70%  of  the  harvest,  but  are  not  relinquishing 
their  title  to  the  land. 

Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  the  Native  Peoples  CASNP 
427  Bloor  Street  West,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  1X7 
416-972-1573  Fax  416-972-6232 
http://www.pathcom.com/~casnp 
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FCNL  NATIVE  AMERICAN  LEGISLATIVE  UPDATES  FOR  DUNE  9,  1998 
The  following  are  updates  and  action  suggestions  from  the  Friends 
Committee  on  National  Legislation  (FCNL)  regarding  Indian  affairs 
legislation  for  the  coming  two  weeks.  These  messages  focus  on  selected 
legislation  which  Congress  is  considering  now,  and  suggest  some  points 
that  you  may  wish  to  make  in  your  communications  with  Congress.  These 
messages  are  intended  as  a supplement  to  other  FCNL  Native  American 
Program  materials  and  do  not  reflect  FCNL's  complete  policy  position  on 
any  issue,  nor  do  they  include  all  pertinent  facts  on  any  topic.  For  more 
information,  or  to  request  the  FCNL  Indian  Report  and  other  background 
documents,  please  contact  Aura  Kanegis,  FCNL  Legislative  Associate  for 
Native  American  Affairs:  (202)  547-6000  ext.  113 ; 245  2nd  St.  NE, 
Washington,  DC  20002;  aura@fcnl.org. 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  GRAVES  PROTECTION  AND  REPATRIATION.  On  Dune  10,  the 
Flouse  Resources  Committee  is  scheduled  to  hold  a hearing  on  FIR  2893,  a 
bill  to  amend  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act 
(NAGPRA)  to  provide  for  study  and  repatriation  of  remains  for  which 
cultural  affiliation  is  not  readily  ascertainable.  The  bill  was 
introduced  by  Rep.  blastings  (WA)  in  response  to  the  recent  controversy 
over  the  9,000  year  old  remains  of  a man  found  along  the  Columbia  River 


near  Kennewick,  Washington. 

In  providing  a legal  basis  for  the  return  of  human  remains,  grave  goods, 
and  objects  of  cultural  patrimony,  NAGPRA  was  a delicate  compromise  forged 
between  the  scientific  community  and  tribes  to  remedy  an  unconscionable 
abuse  of  tribal  cultures.  HR  2893  would  unbalance  that  compromise.  It 
would  strike  important  provisions  from  NAGPRA  regarding  claims  based  on 
aboriginal  territory,  undermining  an  important  means  by  which  tribes  have 
been  able  to  establish  their  relationship  to  remains  that  are  discovered. 
It  would  amend  the  law  with  language  that  would  make  it  a requirement  to 
study  Native  American  human  remains  and  cultural  items,  placing  scientific 
exploration  above  protection  of  Native  American  religious  convictions.  A 
successful  resolution  of  the  "Kennewick"  case  is  more  likely  to  be  found 
through  consultation  between  all  parties  involved  than  by  an  extreme 
legislative  fix  proposed  by  a single  interest  group. 

ACTION:  Contact  members  of  the  House  Resources  Committee  to  urge  that 
they  oppose  HR  2893. 

INDIAN  TRIBES  AND  STATE  RETAIL  SALES  TAXES.  The  Senate  is  continuing 
consideration  of  the  National  Tobacco  Policy  and  Youth  Smoking  Reduction 
Act  (S  1415).  Section  604  of  the  bill,  introduced  by  Sen.  Gorton  (WA), 
would  require  Indian  tribes  to  collect  and  pay  state  sales  and  excise 
taxes  on  tobacco  to  the  federal  Treasury,  which  would  then  remit  these 
taxes  to  the  states.  FCNL  is  concerned  that  this  would  preempt  or 
undermine  over  200  existing  successful  state-tribal  compacts  and  remove 
incentives  for  states  to  cooperate  with  tribes  in  negotiating  future 
compacts.  The  purported  purpose  of  this  legislation  is  to  eliminate 
tobacco  price  disparities.  However,  the  legislation  singles  out  Indian 
Tribal  governments  as  the  cause  of  the  problem  while  ignoring  the  fact 
that  tobacco  price  disparities  between  states  will  continue  to  exist. 

Legislation  that  would  impose  changes  of  this  magnitude  on  Indian 
Country  should  not  be  brought  to  a vote  in  the  Senate  until  after  tribal 
governments  have  been  consulted  and  the  legislation  has  been  fully 
considered  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  (SCIA) . The  SCIA 
has  not  been  given  the  opportunity  to  hold  hearings  on  this  measure,  and 
the  Senate  has  had  no  opportunity  to  examine  how  this  proposal  would 
impact  on  tribal  governments,  federal-tribal  relations,  and  tribal  and 
local  economies.  Further,  tribes  have  not  been  consulted  or  given  an 
opportunity  to  testify  on  these  controversial  proposals. 

ACTION:  Please  contact  your  senators  to  ask  that  they  support  efforts 
by  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  leadership  to  block,  strike,  or 
amend  section  604  of  S 1415.  Contact  your  representative  to  urge  that  they 
oppose  any  language  similar  to  section  604  of  the  Senate  bill  that  may  be 
introduced  to  House  legislation  on  tobacco  in  coming  weeks. 

SOVEREIGN  IMMUNITY.  On  May  20,  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
(SCIA)  postponed  consideration  of  S 1691,  legislation  introduced  by  Sen. 
Gorton  (WA)  which  would  waive  tribal  government  immunity  across  a broad 
range  of  governmental  functions  and  subject  tribal  governments  to  lawsuits 
in  federal  and  state  courts.  Sen.  Gorton  requested  that  consideration  be 
postponed  while  he  drafts  alternative  language,  which  will  consist  of  five 
bills  addressing  separate  concerns  which  he  felt  emerged  during  the 
hearings  on  tribal  sovereign  immunity  earlier  this  year.  Sen.  Gorton 
plans  to  focus  these  bills  as  follows: 

--Taxes.  States  could  sue  a tribal  government  in  federal  court  for  a 
declaratory  judgement  on  whether  the  tribe  is  required  to  collect  the  tax. 
If  the  court  determines  that  the  tax  should  be  collected,  the  state  could 
sue  the  tribe  for  the  amount  due. 

--Civil  Rights.  Legislation  to  enact  some  right  of  appeal  to  federal 
court  regarding  the  applicability  of  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act. 

--Property  Rights.  Citing  the  pending  construction  of  an  amphitheater 
on  the  Muckleshoot  reservation  (which  the  tribe  has  voluntarily  postponed 
pending  environmental  review).  Sen.  Gorton  stated  that  his  bill  addressing 
property  rights  will  provide  among  other  things  that  when  federal 
environmental  statutes  give  a state  or  local  government  any  right  of 
action,  it  can  sue  a tribe. 

--Contracts.  Noting  that  tribes  often  waive  their  sovereign  immunity 
in  large  contracts,  he  hopes  to  waive  tribal  immunity  for  all  contracts. 


--Torts.  Legislation  along  the  lines  of  draft  legislation  proposed  by 
the  Menominee  Tribe,  in  which  tribes  would  be  required  to  participate  in  a 
tribal  insurance  program  and  litigation  would  be  settled  in  federal  court. 

At  the  same  meeting,  SCIA  Chairman  Campbell  (CO)  announced  the 
introduction  of  S 2097,  the  Indian  Tribal  Conflict  Resolution,  Tort  Claims, 
and  Risk 

Management  Act  of  1998,  which  he  drafted  in  response  to  concerns  raised 
at  recent  hearings  on  tribal  sovereign  immunity.  His  proposed  legislation 
would : 

--provide  that  tribes,  tribal  organizations,  and  states  may  enter  into 
compacts  and  agreements  relating  to  the  collection  and  payment  of  certain 
retail  taxes 

--set  forth  a process  for  negotiation  of  these  intergovernmental 
agreements  or  compacts 

--provide  for  the  creation  of  an  Intergovernmental  Alternative  Dispute 
Resolution  Panel  to  consider  and  decide  tax  matters  which  cannot  be 
resolved  through  negotiation 

--require  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  obtain  or  provide  tort 
liability  insurance  or  equivalent  coverage  for  each  tribe  that  receives 
funding  under  the  Tribal  Priority  Allocations  account.  The  policy  must 
prohibit  the  carrier  from  raising  a sovereign  immunity  defense  (up  to  the 
policy  limits)  on  any  tort  claim  filed  that  involves  the  tribe. 

The  Chairman  indicated  that  a hearing  will  be  held  on  this  bill  and 
other  alternatives  to  S.  1691  on  Duly  15. 

Congressional  interest  in  terminating  tribal  sovereign  immunity  will 
likely  be  piqued  by  the  May  26  Supreme  Court  decision  in  Kiowa  Tribe  of 
Oklahoma  v.  Manufacturing  Technologies,  Inc.  The  decision  held  6 to  3 
that  Indian  tribes  enjoy  sovereign  immunity  from  civil  suits  on  contracts, 
whether  a contract  is  made  on  or  off  reservation  and  whether  the  contracts 
involve  governmental  or  commercial  activities.  However,  the  Court's 
decision  invited  further  congressional  action  to  abrogate  tribal 
governmental  immunity. 

For  background  information  on  sovereign  immunity,  request  FCNL  document 
# G-828-NA.  For  a copy  of  the  FCNL-AFSC  joint  testimony  on  sovereign 
immunity,  request  document  #T-854-NA  from  FCNL. 

"RE : Kalpulli  Yetlanezi"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Dun  1998  14:55:29  -0500 

From:  "Frank  Blazquez"  <Frank_Blazquez@ipsd . org> 

Sub j : Dune  Newsletter  for  our  Kalpulli 

UUCP  email 
Aho  Gary, 

Dust  wanted  to  forward  you  a copy  of  our  new  newsletter.  It's  very  informal 
for  now,  but  it  was  urgently  needed  for  us  at  this  time.  We  are  planting 
seeds  of  awareness  for  all  people  especially  indigenous  communities.  Keep 
up  the  strong  work  and  stay  connected  with  the  light  of  our  ancestors.... 

In  Peace  and  Dignity, 

Mitakuye  Oyasin, 

Frank  Blazquez 
mexicapride@earthlink. net 

Kalpulli  Yetlanezi 
Tolteka  "13" 

Newsletter-Dune  1998 

Welcome  to  the  first  edition  of  this  very  informal  newsletter.  There  is  an 
urgent  need  to  keep  the  spiritual  connection  within  our  indigenous 
communities  and  individual  spirits  flowing.  It  is  vital  that  we  continue 
to  grow  as  individuals  regardless  of  our  social  status  or  residence.  To 
grow  simply  means  to  allow  one's  spirit  to  feel  what  our  ancestors  felt, 
pride.  Not  a shallow  pride  mind  you,  but  a ancestral  pride  that  flows 


through  every  cell  in  your  body  that  screams  out,  "We  Are  Still  here!" 

Over  500  years  of  resistance  to  the  cultural  and  spiritual  genocide  and  we 
are  still  here.  Remember  that  this  is  not  an  anti-European  movement,  it  is 
a Pro  indigenous  movement.  It  is  pro  Mexica,  pro  Lakota,  pro  Navajo,  etc. 
It's  quite  alright  that  the  Euro-Americans  continue  to  educate  their  own 
but  it's  time  that  we  begin  to  educate  our  own  and  care  for  our  own.  There 
is  no  need  to  assimilate  but  rather  integrate.  Remember  that  when  the 
European  founding  "Fathers"  stole  this  land  and  tamed  it  "America"  there 
was  no  mention  of  including  the  500  Indigenous  Nations  (and  Africans)  in 
their  constitution.  We  were  not  suppose  to  be  here  after  500  years.  Part 
of  the  concept  of  America  is  the  complete  destruction  of  all  indigenous 
people  and  identities.  But  as  you  know  many  of  our  own  people  believe  that 
the  way  to  salvation  is  by  becoming  and  then  acting  European.  And  that's 
OK,  I pray  for  them  because  they  only  act  out  what  they  have  been  taught. 

If  I begin  to  pay  to  much  attention  to  the  negative  forces  in  our  movement 
I will  lose  track  of  the  positive  ones.  We  can  only  change  our  own  spirit, 
no  one  else.  But  we  can  certainly  plant  seeds  to  cultivate  new  awareness. 

My  name  is  Frank  Blazquez  and  as  most  of  you  are  aware  by  now  we  are  all 
involved,  in  some  way  or  another,  in  the  re-claiming  of  our  indigenous 
identities,  that  is  Mexicayotl  (Mexica  Red  Road).  Across  this  continent 
the  indigenous  ancestors  are  beginning  to  awaken  in  many  of  us.  Whether 
we're  Mexica,  Lakota,  Maya,  Tsalagi,  Apache,  Taino  or  hundreds  other  First 
Nations,  we  are  beginning  to  awaken  from  a long  sleep  of  over  500  years.  I 
am  Mexica  (not  mestizo)  as  are  many  of  you.  What  does  this  mean  to  be 
Mexica?  I was  recently  told  by  a Mexica  elder,  that  Mexica,  in  todays 
world  means  that  we  are  citizens  of  the  Cosmos  (universe),  of  the  planet 
and  of  course  our  Cemanahuac.  Actually,  Mexica  is  the  original  name  for 
the  countless  groups  of  Nahuatl  speaking  people  that  migrated  from  the 
north  into  the  central  valley  of  Mexico  around  1165  AD.  To  many  historians 
we  are  Aztecs,  because  of  our  connection  to  Aztlan.  Aztlan  is  considered 
our  mythical  homeland  but  as  you  become  more  familiar  with  our  history  you 
will  see  that  Aztlan  was  but  one  chapter  of  our  endless  story.  Become 
familiar  with  the  Olmecas,  Toltecas,  Mayas,  Chichimecas,  Purepechas, 
Tarahumaras  and  you  will  see  that  we  are  much  more  than  "Aztecs".  But  again 
if  you  call  yourself  Aztec  or  claim  Aztec  lineage  you  won't  get  any  argument 
from  me.  The  important  part  is  to  begin  to  identify  with  our  true  heritage, 
whether  you  call  yourself  Aztec  or  Mexica.  Listen  it  is  going  to  take  a 
long  time  to  recapture  our  true  spiritual  and  cosmic  connection  and  the 
last  thing  we  need  to  do  within  our  own  indigenous  communities  is  to  argue 
about  our  own  labels  and  names.  That's  a very  linear,  western  concept. 

So  today  we  begin  the  process  of  rebuilding  our  spiritual  and  cultural 
identities.  And  we  do  this  at  our  own  respective  pace.  Reading  is  a good 
start.  We  have  supplied  some  of  you  with  basic  reading  materials  for  the 
purpose  of  instigating  questions  and  thoughts.  It's  alright  if  you 
question  our  Mexica  movement,  after  all  we  have  been  educated  in  the 
European  school  system,  nurtured  by  the  European  churches  and  religions, 
hire  by  the  European  businesses  and  of  course  imprisoned  by  the  same 
European  heads  that  run  all  of  the  previously  mentioned  institutions.  To 
say  that  after  479  years  of  being  spoon  fed  by  the  colonizers  we  are  now 
ready  to  assume  our  true  place  would  be  very  presumptuous  on  our  part.  We 
have  become  like  the  colonizers.  We  are  killing  each  other  in  record 
numbers  over  drugs,  colors  and  gang  affiliations.  This  must  make  the 
dominant  culture  quite  happy  since  there  are  many  new  empty  prison  cells 
to  fill.  Today  a Mexica  youth  can  eye  ball  another  Mexica  youth  on  the 
street  and  before  you  know  it  they're  at  each  others  throat.  What  has 
caused  our  own  young  people  to  hate  each  other,  to  hate  who  they  are  and 
to  take  this  to  a violent  solution.  Has  the  European  done  such  a good  job 
that  we  no  longer  know  who  we  are.  And  even  better  yet  for  them  do  we  now 
want  to  assimilate  and  become  like  the  European.  I know  the  answers  to 
all  of  these  rhetorical  questions  and  it's  a resounding  NO! 

There  are  many  reasons  that  have  contributed  to  the  situations  in  our 
own  families,  in  our  barrios,  in  our  gangs,  and  in  our  own  minds.  But  the 
underlying  danger  we  face  today  is  the  destruction  and  criminalization  of 
our  Mexica  and  all  Native  and  African  youth.  Whether  it's  in  Chicago,  New 
York,  Denver  or  L.A.  or  on  the  reservations  in  South  Dakota,  Arizona  or 


Oklahoma,  our  youth  are  bearing  the  brunt  of  all  major  social  ills.  Our 
youth  are  being  imprisoned  in  record  numbers  but  yet  they  tell  us  in  the 
media  that  violent  crime  is  down  in  all  major  categories.  During  the  last 
year  we  have  all  witnessed  the  shootings  and  murders  in  "white"  middle 
America  schools.  Shootings  being  committed  by  "white"  youth  against 
"white"  youth.  But  yet  in  the  media  we  see  reports  of  Mexica  and  African 
youth  being  targeted  after  these  shootings.  What  do  our  youths  have  to  do 
with  "White  Middle  America"?  It's  because  our  youths  are  being  targeted 
and  what  that  simply  means  is  that  our  future  as  In  people  is  being 
targeted.  They  call  it  Zero  Tolerance,  which  simply  translates  to  racism. 
Zero  Tolerance  provides  the  Euro-centric  society  with  carte  blanche  in  the 
hostile  treatment  of  our  youth.  But  until  we  wake  up  individually,  one  by 
one,  we  are  doomed  to  witness  the  continued  criminalization  and 
imprisonment  of  our  youth.  Wake  Up  Mexica,  Lakota,  Maya,  Purepecha ! ! ! ! 

The  Bering  Strait  Theory  goes  something  like  this.  Thousands  and 
thousands  of  years  ago,  Asians  figured  that  they  needed  to  migrate 
northeast  into  the  frozen  tundra  to  seek  a new  life???  These  ancient  Asian 
people  decided  to  leave  their  comfortable  setting  and  homes,  not  to 
mention  food,  and  begin  the  long  trek  north.  Once  they  arrived  there  in 
the  frozen  north  they  figured  they  might  as  well  continue  and  cross  the 
frozen  waters  across  the  strait  into  this  continent.  Never  mind  that  game 
and  food  was  scarce  and  that  they  had  to  cross  at  least  4 major  mountain 
ranges.  This  is  what  we  are  told  to  believe  in  The  Bering  Strait  Theory.  A 
theory  is  only  an  educated  guess  at  best.  This  Bering  Strait  Theory  has 
been  allowed  to  become  fact,  rather  than  to  remain  fiction,  which  is  what 
it  truly  is.  There  is  no  physical  proof  that  people  ever  crossed  the 
Bering  Strait  in  great  numbers  simply  to  colonize  over  here.  But  yet  this 
theory  has  become  a factual  part  of  the  history  classes  in  th  centric 
school  systems.  This  theory,  if  allowed  to  go  un-checked,  has  but  one 
purpose  and  that  is  to  tell  the  world  that  all  people  migrated  to  this 
continent.  That  there  were  never  any  original  inhabitants  living  here.  The 
Europeans  would  like  to  believe  this  because  then  they  can  tell  us 
"Natives"  that  our  ancestors  also  migrated  here,  so  this  land  didn't 
belong  to  us  either.  But  the  only  problem  is  that  ancient  villages  are 
being  discovered  in  the  southwest  and  in  South  America  that  date  (using 
radio  carbon)  to  a time  that  makes  the  Bering  Strait  theory  a joke.  The 
only  reason  that  the  Bering  Strait  theory  has  been  allowed  to  become  fact 
is  that  it  is  a "white"  theory,  cultivated  by  "white"  scholars.  Vine 
Deloria  does  a beautiful  job  in  dispelling  the  Bering  Strait  theory  in  his 
book  "Red  Earth;  White  Lies".  It  is  important  to  remember  that  we  have 
always  been  here.  Dust  listen  to  our  own  creation  stories,  which  speak  of 
giant  sheets  of  ice  and  lands  of  "whiteness"  to  the  north.  The  ice  was  to 
the  north  and  if  our  oral  histories  speak  of  journeys  north  into  the  lands 
of  "whiteness'  and  cold  then  that  means  we  were  already  living  and 
thriving  here  in  Cemanahuac  (Turtle  Island).  We  were  always  here,  don't 
believe  the  hype. 

We  have  been  given  our  name  Kalpulli  Yetlanezi-Tolteka  "13",  by  our 
maestro  and  elder  Tlakaelel.  Yetlanezi  means  aurora,  dawning  of  a new 
light(age).  Tolteka  13  already  exists  here  in  Chicago  and  the  midwest,  so 
we  will  be  part  of  this  original  Kalpulli.  The  number  13  is  a very  sacred 
number  in  the  Mexica  cosmology.  It  represents  the  13  levels  of  the  upper 
worlds  (heavens),  where  the  last  2 levels  our  creator,  Ometeotl  dwells. 

The  number  13  also  plays  a major  part  in  the  calendar  system  of  our 
ancestors,  the  tonalamatl  (sacred  calendar).  These  will  be  topics  that  I 
will  write  about  in  the  next  few  issues  of  this  newsletter.  I am  in  the 
process  of  having  Kalpulli  Yetlanezi-Tolteka  13  officially  recognized  ( in 
ancient  Tenochtitlan  there  were  over  20  Kalpullis  in  existence) . Our 
Kalpulli  will  have  a Tlamatinime  (council  of  elders  and  artists)  and  we 
will  focus  on  awakening  as  many  of  our  people  as  possible.  I want  to 
invite  all  of  you  to  join  us,  especially  our  students  and  incarcerated 
brothers  and  sisters.  There  are  no  dues,  there  are  no  meetings,  and  there 
are  no  expectations.  Dust  believe  in  yourself  and  in  your  future.  Don't 
aplogize  for  who  you  are  and  what  you've  done,  just  be  true  to  your  spirit 
and  to  your  ancestors,  that's  good  enough  for  now.  I will  close  with  an 
invocation,  a prayer  in  our  mother  tongue,  Nahuatl. 


In  Tonan,  In  Tota, 
in  Teteunan,  in  Teteuita 
Tlazocamati  Tezcatlipoca , Tlaloc 
Quetzalcoatl,  y Huitzilopochtli 
Ometeotl 

Mexica 

Not  Hispanic,  Not  Latino 

If  you  would  like  to  be  added  to  our  mailing  list  or  know  of  someone  that 
would  like  to  receive  this  newsletter  please  write  us  and  provide  us  with 
names  and  addresses.  And  if  you  would  like  to  add  to  this  publication  you 
are  welcome  to  do  so,  especially  poetry  and  art. 

Our  prayers  and  support  go  out  to  Rudy  Rosales,  Ramsey  Muniz,  Leonard 
Peltier,  Ramiro  Rodriguez,  Omar  Hernandez,  lose  Vasquez,  Tony  Iron  Shell, 
Mark  Leon,  Don  Pedro,  Carlos  Ramirez,  Larry  (lason  Pond),  Craig  Hardy,  and 
many  others.  We  are  aware  of  what  the  Euro-American  penal  system  is  doing 
to  Leonard  Peltier,  let's  continue  to  send  him  our  prayers  and  our  support. 
Also,  Rudy  Rosales  is  currently  in  need  of  strong  prayers  and  fasting(  if 
you  know  how).  He  is  being  denied  his  basic  human  rights  by  the  prison 
officials  in  Lincoln.  The  Euro-centric  prison  system  will  stop  at  nothing 
to  discredit  our  spiritual  work,  even  fabricating  lies  about  our  movement. 
WAKE  UP  MEXICA! ! ! ! ! Form  study  circles,  learn  our  traditions  and 
ceremonies . 

In  The  Spirit  of  Our  Ancestors,  Cuauhtemoc,  Tecumseh,  Tashunka  Witko 

(Crazy  Horse),  Goyathlay  (Geronimo),  Tupac  Amaru,  Tlakaelel 

Tlamatinime 

Frank  Blazquez  / Aurora 
Luis  Rodriguez  / Chicago 
Rudy  Rosales  / Lincoln,  NE 

A bit  of  sad  news  for  us  is  the  passing  of  a Lakota  elder.  Grandpa  Fool 
Bull  up  in  Rosebud,  South  Dakota.  He  crossed  over  on  lune  7,  1998.  We  are 
currently  doing  good  spiritual  work  with  the  Lakota  people,  specifically 
the  Fool  Bull  family.  Please  remember  them  in  your  prayers  and  thoughts. 
Frank  Blazquez 

email:  mexicapride@earthlink.net 
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Sub j : Native  Americans,  Crime  and  Justice 

<A  HREF="http : //www. unt . edu/lpbr/ subpage s/reviews/niel sen . htm" >Native 
Americans,  Crime,  and  Justice</A> 

Law  and  Politics  Book  Review 


Vol . 7 No.  4 (April  1997)  pp.  137-139. 

NATIVE  AMERICANS,  CRIME,  AND  JUSTICE  by  Marianne  0.  Nielsen  and  Robert 
A.  Silverman  (Editors).  Boulder,  Co.:  Westview  Press,  1996.  321  pp. 
Reviewed  by  Jill  Norgren,  Department  of  Government,  John  Jay  College  of 
Criminal  Justice  and  the  University  Graduate  Center,  The  City  University 
of  New  York 

The  experience  of  Native  American  communities  in  North  America,  like 
that  of  other  colonized  peoples,  included  the  imposition  of  external  law 
as  well  as  the  apparatus  of  an  outsider's  criminal  justice  system. 
Despite  the  Marshall  Court's  1832  decision  in  WORCESTER  v.  GEORGIA  (31 
U.S.  515)  acknowledging  Indian  nations  as  "distinct,  independent 
political  communities,"  the  United  States  government  spent  much  of  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  centuries  pursuing  efforts  to  undermine  or 
destroy  the  indigenous  legal  and  criminal  justice  institutions  of  Native 
American  nations.  Resilient  Native  American  societies  have,  however, 
retained  their  cultures.  In  the  Foreword  to  this  volume,  the  Honorable 
Robert  Yazzie,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  writes  that  Native 


Americans  retain  traditional  law  and  government."  (ix)  NATIVE  AMERICANS, 
CRIME,  AND  JUSTICE  offers  both  an  exploration  of  the  sources  of  social 
disruption  that  lead  to  criminality  in  Native  American  populations  and 
describes  the  ways  in  which,  again  in  Justice  Yazzie's  words,  the  use  of 
indigenous  knowledge  in  community  institutions  under  local  control"(x) 
influence  the  criminal  justice  systems  affecting  Native  Americans. 

This  volume  is  a collection  of  previously  published  and  new  essays 
addressing  issues  of  the  criminal  justice  system  as  it  is  experienced  by 
Native  Americans  living  in  the  United  States  and,  to  a lesser  extent, 
Canada.  The  editors  have  also  published  an  edited  volume,  ABORIGINAL 
PEOPLES  AND  CANADIAN  CRIMINAL  JUSTICE,  1992.  Their  purpose  is  to  make 
available  academic  and  journalistic  articles  that  will  bring  a sense  of 
immediacy  and  relevance  of  the  subject  to  students.  The  book  succeeds 
and  will  be  a much-used  text  in  undergraduate  courses.  For  the  first 
time,  students  of  Native  American  studies  and  criminal  justice  systems 
have  access  to  readings  on  the  full  range  of  Native  American  experiences 
with  respect  to  crime,  police,  courts,  sentencing,  corrections,  and 
experiments  in  customary  and  assimilationist  justice  initiatives. 

Following  the  contemporary  publishing  pattern,  the  editors  have  selected 
short  pieces.  While  this  may  cause  some  frustration,  appropriate 
citations  and  a full  bibliography  guide  readers  interested  in  a 
particular  topic  to  longer,  more  thorough  scholarly  works.  Nielsen  and 
Silverman  are  straightforward  in  telling  the  reader  that  the  number  of 
available  articles  concerned  with  Native  American  criminal  justice 
remains  small.  They  argue  for  more  research.  They  observe,  for  example, 
that  "while  in  Canada  Native  offenders  and  native  criminal  justice 
issues  are  a major  focus  for  both  scholars  and  administrators  ...  in  the 
United  States  Native  issues  and  offenders  receive  comparatively  little 
attention  because  they  are  overshadowed  by  the  large  numbers  of  African 
American  and  Hispanic  offenders  in  the  system. "(13) 

In  the  broadest  sense.  Native  Americans,  Crime,  and  Justice  is  organized 
around  questions  of  Native  American  governments'  capacity  to  create  and 
maintain  criminal  justice  institutions.  The  book  contemplates  Native 
American  self-determination  and  sovereignty  through  its  review  of 
literature  on  the  Native  American  experience  with  law,  police,  courts, 
and  corrections.  It  is  a measure  of  Nielsen  and  Silverman's  success  that 
the  volume  is  not  an  ideologically  driven  harangue.  Any  instructor  using 
this  text,  however,  must  acknowledge  that  the  manner  in  which  Native 
Americans  experience  indigenous  and  American  criminal  justice  reflects  a 
particular  history  and,  critically,  a special  legal  relationship  to  the 
United  States.  One  of  the  volume's  early  essay  aids  in  this  task.  James 
Dumont's  article,  "Justice  and  Native  Peoples:  Cultural  Emergence  of  Two 
Distinct  Justice  Systems,"  lays  out  the  starkly  different  cultural 
values  that  inform  the  meeting  of  Native  Americans  and  Euro-Americans  as 
they  encounter  each  other  in  the  criminal  justice  process. 

While  most  of  the  readings  in  this  compendium  are  quite  accessible,  the 
early  section,  "Law,"  demands  the  reader's  full  attention.  Here  the 
jurisdictional  maze  of  civil  and  criminal  courts  affecting  Native 
Americans,  as  well  as  non-Indians  living  or  operating  a business  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  a Native  American  government,  is  outlined.  The  maze 
is  daunting.  The  short  excerpts  only  begin  to  describe  these  torturous 
routes.  Readers  should  pay  attention  and  avoid  despair  by  having  a 
federal  Indian  law  casebook  close  at  hand. 

The  next  section,  "Crime,"  contains  an  important  essay,  "Patterns  of 
Native  American  Crime,"  by  Robert  Silverman.  The  author  demonstrates  the 
significant  methodological  problems  in  measuring  crime  by  race. 

Analyzing  old  and  new  data,  Silverman  concludes  that  "Native  American 
criminality  ...  is  nowhere  near  as  high  as  it  has  been  portrayed  in  the 
criminological  literature  and  popular  press. "(72)  Using  1990  census 
data,  he  argues  that  arrest  rates  for  Native  Americans  are  similar  to 
those  for  White  Americans.  Silverman  writes  that  social  scientists  owe 
Native  Americans  an  apology  for  "misportraying  them  as  the  most  criminal 
population  in  the  United  States. "(73)  The  essay  commands  our  attention 
because  Silverman's  analysis  of  data,  and  conclusions,  have  significant 
social  and  political  implications.  Judging  from  the  responses  in  this 


volume  alone,  it  has  generated  debate  and  reevaluation  of  earlier 
research  findings. 

The  role  of  police  as  a "force  of  occupation"  has  been  a central  point 
of  discussion  for  racial  and  ethnic  groups  in  the  United  States  (Brigham 
1996) . Nielsen  and  Silverman  address  the  issue  with  three  essays  in  a 
section  on  police.  Douglas  Skoog's  article,  "Taking  Control:  Native 
Self-Government  and  Native  Policing,"  is  the  centerpiece.  It  provides  a 
conceptual  framework  by  which  we  may  address  the  important  question  of 
"what  form  Native-controlled  policing  might  take  in  the  last  decade  of 
the  century. "(125) 

This  volume  offers  a particularly  rich  selection  of  articles  in  its 
section  on  courts.  Rupert  Ross's  superb  cautionary  essay  on  the  role  of 
cultural  differences  is  wisely  complemented  by  the  writings  of  local 
experts  and  practitioners  including  Tom  Tso,  Chief  lustice  Emeritus, 
Navajo  Nation.  Four  articles  on  sentencing  focus  on  the  important 
questions  of  different  cultural  understandings  of  punishment  and 
differential  sentencing  by  race  and  gender.  Bachman,  Alvarez,  and 
Perkins  analyze  data  from  five  states  (Arizona,  California,  Minnesota, 
North  Carolina,  and  North  Dakota)  in  order  to  test  previous  findings 
that  American  Indians  receive  longer  sentences  than  Whites  in  federal 
and  state  courts.  The  analysis  of  their  data  indicates  that  American 
Indians  received  longer  sentences  more  often  for  offenses  such  as 
robbery  and  burglary,  as  well  as  for  drug  trafficking  and  public  order 
offenses,  while  Whites  received  longer  sentences  for  larceny.  The 
results  for  homicide,  sexual  assault,  and  assault  were  more  closely 
matched.  These  patterns,  however,  "showed  much  variation  by  crime  and 
state."  (206)  Hutton,  Pommersheim,  and  Feimer,  concerned  with  sentencing 
discrimination  by  race  and  sex,  examine  the  files  of  women  incarcerated 
in  the  South  Dakota  Penitentiary  between  1980  and  1988.  The  results  of 
their  analysis  indicate  that  as  a general  proposition,  judges  in  South 
Dakota  "might  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  sex,  and  probably  do  not 
discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race  for  female  offenders ." (219)  These 
researchers  caution  that  the  examining  differential  sentencing  patterns 
tells  us  little  or  nothing  about  differential  rates  of  arrest  or  plea 
bargaining. 

The  question  of  differential  treatment  of  inmates  by  identity  in  the 
parole  process  is  also  explored.  Among  the  articles  in  a section  on 
corrections,  that  of  Bynum  and  Paternoster  examines  the  possibility  that 
there  is  differential  treatment  of  Native  Americans  in  what  they  term 
backstage  decisions  that  are  "highly  discretionary  and  not  very 
visible. "(237)  Their  analysis  reveals  the  existence  of  "differential 
treatment  of  Native  Americans  in  ...  the  decision  to  grant  parole ." (237) 
Their  discussion  of  the  impact  of  culturally  different  perceptions  of 
Native  American  applicants  by  Whites  nicely  complements  Rupert  Ross's 
earlier  entry.  The  theme  of  cultural  difference  is  further  explored  in 
several  essays  which  focus  upon  the  need  for  culturally  specific 
programs . 

Several  authors  argue  on  behalf  of  the  right  of  access  to  Native 
American  spirituality  activities  while  in  prison.  Grobsmith,  in  an  essay 
entitled  "The  Future  for  Native  American  Prisoners,"  discusses  the  need 
for  prison  drug/alcohol  programs  to  be  designed  in  culturally  acceptable 
ways,  to  be  staffed  with  qualified  Native  Americans,  and  to  operate  in 
consultation  with  Native  American  inmates. 

NATIVE  AMERICANS,  CRIME,  AND  THE  LAW  closes  with  a useful  summary  essay 
by  Marianne  Nielsen.  Perhaps  not  surprisingly,  in  bringing  their  book  to 
its  conclusion,  the  editors  also  decided  to  reproduce  a HARTFORD  COURANT 
newspaper  article  on  the  development  of  a justice  system  by  the  newly 
rich  (gambling  profits  from  Foxwoods  Casino)  Mashantucket  Pequot  tribe. 
Gambling  has,  in  its  perverse  way,  offered  colonized  economies  a fresh 
start  at  capitalization.  The  desirability  of  institutionalized  gambling 
is  much  debated  in  Native  American  communities  where  many  despair  its 
advent.  The  COURANT  article,  however,  is  a celebration  of  Native 
American  traditions  and  institution  building.  And  after  reading  several 
of  this  volume's  chapters  describing  the  ongoing  use  and  success  of 
traditional  Navaho  dispute  mechanisms,  it  comes  as  no  surprise  to  learn 


that  in  the  building  of  their  legal  system  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  will 
draw  heavily  upon  that  of  the  Navaho. 
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"RE : Religious  Freedom  for  Native  Prisoners"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Dun  1998  20:12:44  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  NLupan@aol.com 

Subject:  Fwd:  Religious  freedom  for  NAtive  Prisoners 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

In  a message  dated  6/10/98  3:34:45  PM,  cornelia@inetworld.net  wrote: 

<<Hi  there, 

I hope  you  will  help  support  the  following  bill  by  calling. 

THank  you  very  much 
Elija  van  den  Berg 

Flere  goes: 

Please  Express  Your  Support  For  Religious  Freedom  Protection  Bill  And 
Religious  Freedom  For  Native  Prisoners! 

Bill  No.  AB  1617! 

On  the  23rd  of  Dune  1998  Bill  AB  1617,  introduced  by  assembly  member  Doe 
Baca,  is  going  to  be  in  judiciary  committee. 

Please  tell  the  following  committee  members  you  are  supporting  this  bill. 
Call  them  and  tell  them"  I support  AB1617,  because  it  is  really  going  to 
help  the  prisoners  with  their  religious  rights" 

The  people  you  need  to  call: 

Assembly  member  Dohn  Burton  (he  is  really  sympathetic  towards  the  prisoners 
916  445  1412 

and 

Adam  Schiff  (President  of  the  State  Senate), 

916  445  5976 
THANK  YOU! 


RE:  Native  Prisoner 


Date:  Mon,  15  Dune  1998  23:14:49  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Tatsch,  Robert  Scott 
CN5578 

10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  2/5/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee  / Navaho 


Taylor,  Doseph  Lee 
913098  ACH-468 
PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  10/13/72 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Thomas,  Dody 
#EF227359 
PO  Box  726 

Glennville,  GA  30427 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Tuinstra,  Roy  Lee 
#211-225 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  12/26/58 
Ancestry:  Comanche 

Tweed,  3r.,  Robert  Marshall 
#201-714 
PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  1/15/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee  / Apache 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


Tincher,  Tommy  Dale 

#201-656 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Turberville,  Larry 

#205-377 

PO  Box  511 

Columbus  OH  43216 

Ancestry:  Cherokee  / Blackfoot 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Dones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"03"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  07  Dun  1998  21:49:43  -0400 

Sub j : HISTORY  - A HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO  - CARLISLE  - WEEK  57 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  HARVEST. 


A grain  of  corn  is  very  small. 

'Tis  scarcely  anything  at  all; 

But  sow  a handful  of  them  wide. 

And  you  will  reap,  at  harvest-tide. 

A plenteous  heap  of  ripened  gold. 

More  than  your  joyful  arms  can  hold. 

A trifling  kindness  here  and  there 
Is  but  a simple,  small  affair; 

Yet,  if  your  life  has  sown  them  free. 

Wide  shall  your  happy  harvest  be. 

Of  friends.  Of  love,  of  sweet  good  will. 
That  still  renews,  and  gladdens  still. 
-PRISCILLA  LEONARD. 


TWO  LITTLE  INDIAN  BOYS  ON  THEIR  WAY  TO  THE  COUNTRY. 


Not  long  since,  two  small  Indian  boys  going  to  country  homes  near 
Philadelphia,  were  the  observed  of  observers  on  the  train. 

"Clean!  Their  coats  and  trousers  were  faultlessly  brushed,  the 
latter  showing  the  crease  as  the  up-to-date,  well-dressed  man  has  his; 
their  collars  stood  high  and  were  fresh  from  the  laundry;  their  little 
shirt  fronts  and  ties  were  of  the  most  approved  order;  their  shoes  shone 
until  one  could  see  his  face  in  them,  and  all  in  all  they  were  the  most 
genteel,  gentlemanly  little  chaps  I've  seen  for  many  a day,"  said  one 
who  had  been  on  the  train. 

"I've  noticed  several  groups  of  small  boys  at  various  times  on  their 
way  to  country  homes,"  continued  the  narrator,  "and  they  always  look  as 
though  they  had  stepped  directly  from  their  Carlisle  trunks  or  bandboxes 
- models  of  propriety  and  neatness." 

But  on  this  occasion  the  two  seemed  to  attract  special  attention, 
being  smaller  than  usual,  and  being  so  self-possessed  and  manly,  while 
at  the  same  time  they  had  their  own  little  way  of  amusing  themselves  as 
the  train  sped  along,  much  to  the  gratification  of  lookers-on. 

Finally  the  newsboy  entered,  crying: 

"All  the  latest  magazines,  just  out.  Puck,  Judge,  Life,  Town  Topics, 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  papers." 

The  illustrated  weeklies  he  threw  here  and  there  on  the  seats,  and  a 
Puck  fell  to  the  little  Indian  boys. 

They  were  greatly  pleased,  evidently  thinking  they  had  received  a 
present,  and  leafing  the  pages  they  laughed  and  discussed  the  pictures 
in  turn,  until  all  were  seen,  then  unfolding  the  paper  they  spread  it  on 
the  back  of  the  seat  before  them  with  the  largest  and  most  comical 
illustration  in  full  view.  In  fact,  they  pinned  it  to  the  seat,  and 
then  sat  comfortably  back  to  enjoy  the  ludicrous  effect. 

"Good  paper,"  said  the  newsboy  coming  along  just  then. 

"Yes,  sir,"  replied  the  smaller  of  the  two,  whose  head  would  have 
reached  but  little  above  the  back  of  the  seat,  had  he  been  standing. 

"Ten  cents,"  said  the  newsboy. 

Then  the  children  looked  at  each  other  and  shook  their  heads. 

"You  want  it?" 

"No,"  said  the  spokesman.  "We  did  see  all  the  pictures." 

"Good  to  read,"  persisted  the  newsboy. 

"Don't  want  it,"  said  the  Indian,  and  the  people  seemed  pleased  to 
think  that  he  was  smart  enough  not  to  admit  that  he  could  not  read,  but 
their  smiles  turned  to  amazement  when  the  little  Indian  straightened 
himself  up  and  said: 

"If  you  have  a Philadelphia  Press,  I will  take  that." 


The  seller  of  the  papers  found  one,  handed  it  to  him,  received  his 
pay  and  went  on. 

The  voluminous  Press,  with  its  scare-lines,  large  illustration,  deep 
editorials,  heavy  political  and  war  news,  opened  full  size,  nearly 
covered  the  youthful  readers  from  view,  and  made  an  unusual  and 
interesting  picture,  which  seemed  greatly  to  impress  the  narrator. 


Secretary  Bliss  has  written  to  Superintendent  Peairs,  of  the  Haskell 
Institute,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  says  the  Indian  Leader,  that  it  is  his 
intention  to  take  a trip  through  the  west  during  the  summer  if  the 
condition  of  official  business  will  enable  him  to  do  so,  and  if  near 
Lawrence  at  commencement  time  that  he  will  be  happy  to  accept  the 
invitation  to  be  present  at  the  graduating  exercises. 
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Beautifully  engraved  invitations  to  the  Carlisle  High  School 
Commencement  have  been  received  by  friends  of  Miss  Cynthia  Webster,  of 
class  '98,  who  graduated  from  our  school  in  '96. 

In  the  HELPER  for  May  27,  we  made  the  error  of  stating  that  Supt. 
Viets  of  the  Cheyenne,  Oklahoma  School  was  in  the  Sloyd  picture,  about 
which  an  item  was  written.  We  should  have  said  Manual  Training  Teacher, 
Mr.  L.L.  Meeker. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barclay,  parents  of  our  Miss  Barclay  are  residing  in 
town.  Last  week,  Mrs.  Barclay  was  called  to  the  bedside  of  a sick 
mother  in  Pittsburg,  and  Mr.  Barclay  who  is  an  invalid,  has  come  out  to 
the  school  for  a few  days,  and  is  enjoying  the  cool  breezes  and  beauties 
of  our  campus  from  the  bacony  under  Old  King  Walnut. 

The  Dickinsonian  says  in  reference  to  the  game  on  Decoration  day  when 
Dickinson  was  defeated  by  a score  of  6-2,  that  one  very  pleasing  feature 
about  the  game,  in  fact  about  all  games  with  the  Indians,  was  the 
absence  of  wrangling,  and  while  opportunities  to  find  fault  with 
decisions  were  given  they  were  let  pass  in  a good  natured  manner.  The 
pitching  of  Hudson  and  a fine  catch  of  a foul  fly  marked  the  playing  of 
the  Indians.  Roberts  made  a pretty  single. 

Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock,  director  of  our  band,  has  gone  on  an  extended 
tour  throughout  the  West,  on  the  search  for  good  Indian  horn-blowers. 

He  will  visit  only  the  Indian  schools  which  have  bands,  among  others 
Haskell,  Kan.,  Genoa,  Nebr.,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Perris,  Calif.,  Chemawa, 
Oregon,  Puyallup,  Washington,  Grand  function,  Colorado,  Wittenberg, 
Wisconsin,  etc.  His  mission  is  to  get  up  a band  for  the  Paris 
Exposition  in  1900.  He  is  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  will  confer  with  the  Superintendents 
of  the  various  schools  in  arranging  for  the  transfer  of  musicians  to  our 


school,  where  they  will  receive  special  drill  and  be  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  Mr.  Wheelock. 

Rules  for  Wheelmen. 

If  all  wheelmen  and  wheelwomen  would  observe  these  rules,  as  laid 
down  by  an  exchange  there  need  be  no  serious  accidents: 

1.  ALWAYS  keep  to  the  right. 

2.  ALWAYS  slow  up  at  corners. 

3.  Slow  up  when  you  meet  a wheel,  for  the  other  fellow  may  be  an 
idiot  and  turn  to  the  left. 

4.  Don't  scorch  in  town  (or  on  the  school  walks.) 

5.  Always  treat  with  respect  those  who  are  walking. 


Miss  Estelle  Reel,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  State 
of  Wyoming,  was  nominated  last  Monday  for  Sueprintendent  of  Indian 
Schools,  vice  W.N.  Hailman,  removed.  Miss  Reel,  visted  our  school  as 
few  months  ago,  and  was  introduced  to  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  as  a 
"real"  superintendent. 

Work  on  the  athletic  field  is  advancing  at  a telling  rate  this  fine 
weather.  Mr.  Gardner  and  his  carpenters,  ex-football  Capt.  Pierce  and 
force  of  large  boys,  Mr.  Iordan  and  another  company  of  boys  are  all  at 
work  upon  the  track,  while  the  contractor  is  pushing  the  other  work 
lively.  Mr.  Mason  Pratt,  expert  surveyor  and  engineer,  was  over  from 
Steelton  on  Tuesday  with  his  surveying  apparatus  to  see  if  the  work  was 
moving  along  in  scientific  order. 

Nine  pupils  from  Fort  Berthold  Agency,  North  Dakota,  have  arrived,  in 
charge  of  Miss  Anna  R.  Dawson,  a graduate  of  the  Hampton  Institute. 

Miss  Dawson  was  one  of  the  first  party  of  Indian  pupils  who  came  east  to 
be  educated,  about  twenty  years  ago.  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  brought  that 
first  party  of  Indians  to  the  Hampton  Normal  Institute,  Virginia.  Miss 
Dawson  is  now  Field  Matron  for  her  own  tribe,  the  Arickarees,  and  is  a 
capable  and  attractive  woman.  On  Tuesday,  Miss  Dawson  went  forward  to 
Hampton  with  a party  of  pupils  for  that  institution. 

Mr.  Joel  Tyndall,  '89,  who  married  an  ex-Carlisle  girl,  Lucy  Guitar, 
writes  the  sad  news  that  he  has  just  lost  his  wife.  Joel  is  an  employee 
of  the  Wittenberg,  Wisconsin,  school,  and  his  wife  was  seamstress  at  the 
same  school.  He  says:  "She  was  taken  sick  and  I thought  the  Nebraska 
air  might  do  her  good,  so  she  took  a leave  of  thirty  days.  She  thought 
she  was  getting  better,  but  a few  days  after  I got  a telegram  calling  me 
to  her  burial."  There  are  a number  at  Carlisle  who  remember  Joel,  and  on 
reading  this  will  sympathize  with  him  in  this  his  great  trial. 

The  team  of  the  Cheyenne  Boarding  School  at  Darlington,  Oklahoma  came 
off  victorious  recently  in  a game  with  nine  young  men  from  Union  Hall, 
by  a score  of  12  to  10.  It  is  said  that  a large  crowd  witnessed  the 
game  and  all  were  pleased  with  the  contest.  Supt.  A.H.  Viets,  of  the 
school,  in  a letter  with  the  clipping  from  the  Okarche  Times,  describing 
the  game,  says:  "it  shows  that  some  of  our  frontier  people  are  trying  to 
get  our  pupils  'OUT  AMONG'  the  whites  even  if  we  cannot  have  the 
Carlisle  Outing  System.  Our  team  is  exchanging  courtesies  with  the 
teams  of  all  the  surrounding  towns." 
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If  you  can't  be  a sun,  don't  be  a cloud. 

Mr.  Morrett  is  learning  to  ride  a wheel. 

The  "prodigal  sun"  seems  to  have  returned  for  good. 

Dickinson  College  Commencement  visitors  galore,  this  week. 

Oscar  Wilde  of  North  Dakota,  has  entered  Carlisle  as  a student. 
Picnic?  Yes,  today,  at  Pine  Grove.  The  whole  school  will 
participate . 

Miss  Jackson,  of  Metzger  College,  dined  with  Miss  Cutter  on  Saturday. 

The  Seniors  have  agreed  upon  pink  and  olive-green  for  class  colors. 

A fine  outlook  for  a good  crop  of  wheat  from  our  school  farms,  this 
year. 

Invitations  to  Chilocco  Commencement  have  been  received  for  the  22nd. 
Mrs.  Thompson  has  gone  on  a visit  to  Jersey  City,  New  York,  and 


Albany. 

Miss  Ollie  Choteau,  of  the  printing  force  has  gone  to  the  seashore 
for  the  summer. 

Mrs.  Thompson  of  Milroy,  was  a guest  of  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Bakeless  for  a 
few  days. 

Mr.  Iordan  has  received  an  interesting  letter  from  Ralph  Armstrong, 
'98,  who  is  now  in  Idaho. 

Mr.  Norman  and  his  artists  with  the  brush  have  given  the  "blues"  to 
all  the  watering  cans  around. 

Nancy  Seneca,  '97,  who  is  a Philadelphia  Medico-Chirurgical  Nurse,  is 
here  for  a few  weeks'  vacation  and  rest. 

Miss  Sarah  Smith  who  has  had  considerable  experience  at  marking  linen 
will  be  glad  to  receive  orders  at  10  cents  a dozen  articles. 

Several  of  the  faculty  of  the  Scotland  Orphan  School  were  escorted 
through  the  shops  and  buildings  by  Miss  Carter,  last  Saturday. 

Miss  Williams  of  Williams  Grove,  sister  of  the  late  Mrs.  Beitzel,  is 
here  assisting  Mr.  Beitzel  in  the  packing  of  their  household  goods. 

We  are  glad  to  have  Dahnola  Jessan  back  at  the  case  from  the 
hospital.  He  looks  as  well  as  if  he  had  returned  from  a tour  for  his 
health . 

Rev.  Dr.  J.A.  Lippincott,  of  Phildelphia,  trustee  of  Dickinson 
College,  was  a guest  of  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Pratt,  this  Commencement  week  of 
Dickinson . 

The  game  on  Saturday  with  Pennsylvania  College  at  Gettysburg  was  a 
great  disappointment.  Our  boys  played  below  their  standard  and  lost  by 
a score  of  6-2. 

Little  dog  Fancy  was  running  along  dog-fashion  on  three  legs,  one  day 
this  week,  and  a tender  hearted  little  Indian  girl  was  bemoaning  the 
fact  that  "Poor  Fancy  had  hurt  his  leg!"  "No!"  said  a school-mate,  "he 
is  only  doing  addition,  putting  down  3 and  carrying  one." 

The  Chrysanthemum,  a monthly  magazine,  devoted  to  Japanese  and 
American  art,  literature  and  politics,  published  in  San  Francisco,  has 
found  its  way  to  our  desk,  and  is  a credit  to  the  publishers.  The 
Chrysanthemm  is  the  only  magazine  ever  published  by  Japanese  in  a 
foreign  country.  Address  K.  Sano,  805  Larkin  St.,  San  Francisco. 

Miss  Nana  Pratt  is  still  in  Philadelphia. 

Mrs.  Dennison  Wheelock  and  son  Edmund  left  with  Mr.  Wheelock,  on 
Wednesday,  for  the  west,  the  former  for  an  extended  visit  to  her  parents 
in  Minnesota. 

Seichu  Atsye  and  Grace  Warren  have  gone  to  summer  in  the 
Adirondacks.  On  their  way  they  stopped  in  Albany  and  were  shown  the 
sights  by  Mr.  Thompson's  friends. 

On  Wednesday,  at  the  Commencement  Exercises  of  Dickinson  College, 
Senator  McComas  of  Maryland,  and  Capt.  Pratt  each  received  the  title  of 
Legum  Doctor  --  L.L.D. 

In  No.  5,  they  have  the  reasons  for  "inverting  the  terms  of  the 
divisor  and  proceeding  as  in  multiplication,"  down  to  a fine  point.  We 
are  trying  to  go  by  reason,  not  rule,  in  everything. 

The  Misses  Steele,  sisters  of  the  late  John  steele,  say  by  note: 
"Please  tell  the  Indian  friends  that  we  greatly  apprecciated  the 
beautiful  floral  gifts  sent  in  loving  remembrance  to  our  dear  brother." 

James  Wheelock,  '96,  is  playing  the  clarinet  with  the  Dickinson 
College  Orchestra  in  their  Commencement  music,  this  week.  His  solo.  How 
Can  I Leave  Thee?  (Air  Varie)  Cox,  was  well  received  by  the  immense 
audience  which  greeted  the  Glee  Club  and  Orchestra  on  Monday  evening  at 
the  Commencement  Concert. 

Dora  Fritz's  father  - Mr.  John  Fritz  - came  all  the  way  from 
California  to  see  his  daughter.  He  brought  another  little  daughter, 
whose  name  is  Bertha.  Mr.  Fritz  is  a white  man,  who  went  to  California 
in  1853.  Sixteen  or  eighteen  years  ago  he  married  into  a Pacific  Coast 
tribe  of  Indians.  He  has  a son  in  Arkansas  for  whose  home  he  departed 
on  Wednesday. 

Frank  Shively,  '97,  who  graduated  this  Spring  from  the  Carlisle 
Commercial  College,  has  received  an  appointment  at  the  Nez  Perce  Agency, 
Idaho,  as  assistant  clerk,  and  left  for  his  new  field  of  duty  on 


Wednesday.  Frank  has  been  with  us  for  several  years,  and  has  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  all  his  teachers  and  associates,  who  wish  him  well  in 
this  his  new  undertaking. 

Little  John  Bakeless  received  a reprimand  in  the  shape  of  a 
talking-to  from  his  papa,  which  made  a deep  impression,  for  when 
Professor  and  Captain  Pratt  were  seen  later  on  the  band-stand,  talking 
very  seriously  over  some  important  matter  of  business  John  watched  them 
for  a while  and  then  ran  to  his  mamma  saying:  "Mamma,  I am  afraid 
Captain  has  been  naughty,  for  papa  is  talking  to  him." 

Mrs.  Given  in  charge  of  the  small  boys,  was  greatly  surprised  a few 
days  ago  when  the  two  little  Indians  from  Long  Island  knocked  at  her 
door  and  said  they  had  come  to  enter  Carlisle  as  pupils.  "Why  where  did 
you  come  from?"  she  asked.  "From  lamaica!"  "lamaica!"  she  repeated. 

Now  there  is  only  one  lamaica  at  present  in  the  minds  of  most  of  us,  and 
she  queried  in  a most  earnest  manner.  "FIOW  did  you  get  here?"  "On  the 
train."  "How  long  were  you  in  coming?"  "Started  this  morning'  they 
replied,  and  then  it  dawned  upon  her  that  they  were  not  escaped 
reconcentradoes  of  the  West  Indies,  nor  Indians  from  the  West,  but  from 
lamaica.  Long  Island. 
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MISS  SHAFFNER  IN  ENGLAND. 


At  the  present  writing  Miss  Shaffner  who  sailed  about  three  weeks  ago 
for  England  is  on  her  way  back,  but  a private  letter  to  Miss  Ericson, 
written  just  before  she  crossed  the  Channel  to  go  to  Paris  is  full  of 
interest . 

She  has  spent  some  time  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Standing's  sisters  who 
treated  her  very  cordially. 

Mr.  Sanding' s niece  Miss  Minnie  Drewett,  in  London,  has  been  her 
companion  and  true  friend.  With  a lady  Doctor  friend.  Miss  Shaffner  has 
visited  the  slums  of  Lodnon  and  attended  several  excellent  meetings  in 
the  College  settlement. 

Miss  Shaffner  and  Miss  Olafia  lohannsdottir  were  three  days  at 
Ripley,  Derbyshire,  near  London,  with  Miss  Agnes  Slack  the  World's 
Secretary  of  the  woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union.  A cordial  letter 
of  invitation  from  Miss  Slack  met  them  in  Liverpool. 

By  special  invitation  from  Lady  Henry  Somerset  they  spent  two  days  at 
Eastnor  Castle. 

All  England  now  is  beautiful  and  the  grounds  about  Lady  Henry's 
Castle,  to  use  Miss  Shaffner 's  own  words  "is  like  a glimpse  of  heaven." 

The  weather  has  been  rather  chilly  at  times,  and  fires  were  needed  in 
the  homes.  Lady  Henry  at  once  became  deeply  interested  in  Miss 
lohannsdottir  and  gave  her  every  attention.  "In  fact,"  says  Miss 
Shaffner,  "we  were  royally  treated." 

She  was  privileged  to  see  Gladstone  "in  state"  in  Westminster  Hall. 
The  crowd  was  immense;  "the  streaming  thousands  was  a great  huamn 
panorama"  and  very  impressive,  in  that  all  were  on  equal  grounds,  there 
being  no  distinguishable  difference  between  commoner  and  aristocrat. 

It  was  Miss  lohannsdottir ' s intention  to  go  with  Miss  Shaffner  to 
Paris,  but  duty  in  connection  with  her  W.C.T.U.  work  called  her  to 
Norway,  Sweden  and  Denmark,  and  she  gave  up  the  pleasure  trip  to  attend 
to  the  call. 

From  there,  not  later  than  August,  Miss  lohannsdottir  will  go  to  her 
home  in  Iceland,  where  business  demands  are  great. 


THE  CARLISLE  SCHOOL  HAS  A REPRESENTATIVE  IN  THE  WAR. 


Mr.  Wm.  Gray,  who  has  charge  of  our  Dairy,  enlisted  when  the  call 
came  for  volunteers,  and  a recent  letter  from  camp  Alger,  in  Virginia, 
to  Mr.  Standing  is  full  of  interest.  Among  other  things  he  said: 

I was  very  much  pleased  to  get  your  letter,  I can  assure  you.  If  you 
could  see  the  boys  at  each  "incoming  mail,"  how  they  gather  around  the 
first  sergeant,  each  looking  for  a letter,  and  of  course  some  always  to 
be  disppointed,  you  would  think  we  all  appreciated  letters  from  home. 


It  was  my  intention  when  I left,  to  write  to  you  sooner  than  I have, 
but  then  I thought  we  would  be  far  from  home  and  perhaps  actively 
engaged,  for  which  we  all  are  longing. 

I think  we  have  avery  nice  camp  ground,  the  best  to  my  mind  that 
could  have  been  chosen.  It  is  quite  a distance  from  any  place,  and  both 
town  and  country  people  may  congratulate  themselves  that  it  is  so,  for 
there  are  many  low,  unprincipled  men  in  our  midst. 

The  30th  of  May  being  a holiday  there  were  ten  passes  issued  to  our 
company,  and  as  I happened  to  be  one  of  the  number  that  got  one,  I 
considered  myself  fortunate. 

I spent  a very  pleasant  day  in  Washington,  but  suppose  such 
privileges  will  be  stopped  hereafter,  as  some  of  the  fellows  went  to 
Washignton  several  times  without  leave  and  the  Colonel  has  issued  orders 
that  there  will  be  no  more  passes  issued  to  anybody. 

That's  the  way  it  goes.  One  or  two  of  the  miscreants  spoil  it  for 
the  whole  of  us. 

There  are  about  20,000  soldiers  in  all  here,  with  several  States 
represented . 

The  general  health  of  the  camp  is  good.  My  health  is  excellent. 


INDIAN  GIRL  OFFERED  HER  SERVICES  TO  THE  ARMY. 


Miss  Delia  Randall,  the  young  Indian  woman  from  Fort  Hall 
reservation,  who  was  graduated  two  years  ago  from  the  New  Haven  Training 
School  for  Nurses,  has  offered  her  services,  and  if  needed,  is  ready  to 
go  to  the  seat  of  war  and  care  for  the  sick  and  wounded.  The 
requirements  call  for  nurses  between  the  ages  of  thirty  and  fifty,  and 
as  Miss  Randall  is  only  twenty-five,  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
government  will  accept  the  offer. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  15  letters. 

My  4,  9,  1,  8,  14,  11  is  the  sweetest  name  on  earth. 

My  2,  5,  11,  13,  3 is  a useful  animal. 

My  10,  11,  12,  15,  7 kills  vegetation. 

My  6,  9,  is  what  we  should  not  be  afraid  to  say. 

My  whole  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  seasons  of  the  year. 
-From  an  interested  subscriber  in  Steelton. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  newspaper. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

— "RE:  Poem:  A Gift  of  Love"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Apr  1998  16:06:46  EDT 
From:  Wanige  <Wanige@aol . com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  A GIFT  OF  LOVE... to  my  friends! 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "R  M"  <india407@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : A GIFT  OF  LOVE... to  a friend! 

A GIFT  OF  LOVE 
...  to  a friend ! 

I've  nothing  else  to  offer, 
so,  to  you,  it's  love  I'll  send, 
it's  nothing  that  I borrowed, 
and  it's  nothing  that  I'd  lend. 

It  has  no  dollar  value, 
and  it  can't  be  overused; 

It  isn't  fragile,  so  it  can't  break. 


though , often  it's  abused. 


I've  given  it  to  others, 
but  each  time  it's  unique, 
its  meaning's  always  different; 
it  depends  on  what  you  seek. 

It's  something  you  can  store  away 
to  feel  when  you're  in  need, 
but  never  is  it  on  display; 
its  beauty  can't  be  seen. 

I'm  giving  it  "no  strings  attached, 
no  costly  warranty; 
this  love  that  I am  sending 
has  a lifetime  guarantee. 

{ 


— "RE:  Native  American  Music  Awards  on  AIROS"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Dun  1998  19:29:46  EDT 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo.unl.edu> 

Sub j : NATIVE  AMERICAN  MUSIC  AWARDS  ON  AIROS 

UUCP  email 

To:  Program  Directors,  News  Directors,  Cultural  Affairs  Directors,  and 

General  Managers 

Fr:  AIROS 

Dt:  Dune  11,  1998 

Re:  NATIVE  AMERICAN  MUSIC  AWARDS  ON  AIROS 

Program:  Repeat  Feed  of  the  Native  American  Music  Awards 
Date:  Sunday  DUNE  28,  1998 
Time:  2100-0100  (9pm-lam)  ET 
Frequency:  B68.2 

Website  for  webcast:  http://airos.org/audio.html 

WBAI  Pacifica  Radio,  Koahnic  Broadcast  Corporation,  and  AIROS  are  proud 
to  announce  an  encore  feed  of  the  First  Annual  Native  American  Music 
Awards  (NAMA).  Also  known  as  the  "Nammys".  The  event  took  place  at  the 
Fox  Theater  located  on  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Reservation. 

The  rebroadcast  of  the  Native  American  Music  Awards  will  be  available  on 
both  Galaxy  VI,  Frequency  68.2,  Transponder  B and  on  the  Internet  at 
http://airos.org/audio.html 

Raven  Silva  (Quechua/Mapuche) , Producer  and  Host  of  WBAI's  Circle  of  Red 
Nations  along  with  Kathy  Mitchell  (Athabascan),  Producer  and  Host  of  KNBA's 
Earthsongs  will  guide  you  through  the  event,  which  will  include  coverage  of 
the  actual  awards  ceremony,  interviews  with  nominees,  as  well  as  features 
highlighting  hall-fame  inductees,  Dimi  Hendrix  (Cherokee)  and  Buddy  Red  Bow 
(Lakota  Sioux)  and  life-time  achievement  award  winners,  Robbie  Robertson 
(Mohawk)  and  Frederick  Whiteface  (Lakota  Sioux). 

Performers  will  include  Robbie  Robertson,  Doanne  Shenandoah,  Redbone, 
Walela  (featuring  Rita  Coolidge),  Robert  Mirabal,  Litefoot,  Doy  Harjo  & 
Poetic  Dustice,  and  Red  Bull. 

Presenters  will  include  musicians  Doe  Walsh,  Bruce  Cockburn,  Richie 
Havens,  Chuck  Billy;  producer  Nile  Rodgers;  comedians  Williams  & Ree;  actors 
Catherine  Bach,  Wes  Studi,  Dohn  Trudell,  Russell  Means,  and  Hattie  Kauffman 
of  CBS  this  Morning 

The  program  can  be  taken  in  three  different  ways:  First,  there  is  a 
cutaway  at  02:59:00;  however  since  the  live  program  went  a little  long,  you 
can  choose  to  continue  to  take  all  of  the  awards  ceremony  this  will  last 
until  3:39:00  at  this  point  in  time  stations  can  also  cutaway;  however, 
after  ten  seconds  we  will  then  continue  to  fill  out  the  rest  of  the  hour 


with  interviews  with  winners  from  the  Nammys  this  will  end  at  03:59:00 
after  that  a music  bed  will  run  until  3:59:59. 

AIROS  affiliates  are  allowed  to  tape  and  delay  in  total;  however,  you  must 
contact  NAMA  Inc.  at  (212)  228-3800  or  NAMMYS@aol.com  for  clearing  of 
special  considerations.  You  must  also  broadcast  the  program  before  November 
24th,  1998. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  either  e-mail  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
or  call  1-800-571-6885. 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  - 

Date:  Fri,  12  Dun  98  02:29:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  22-28 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

22 

Speak  softly  of  your  secret  joys. 

23 

Doy  is  the  visible  expression  of  wonder. 

24 

True  dreams  are  born  of  sea  spray,  of  ehukai. 

25 

Cherish  three  things  above  all  else:  the  life  of  the  land,  the  well-being 
of  the  spirit,  and  the  love  of  those  friends  who  are  dearest  to  us. 

26 

Be  one  with  the  winds,  and  give  your  spirit  wings! 

27 

The  gifted  storyteller  brings  the  past  to  life. 

28 

In  the  chant  of  the  ages  lies  the  secret  heart  of  the  people. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Dune  1998  23:29:53  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Mon,  15  Dun  1998  14:59:54  GMT 

From:  Mara  Whitney  <maraw@fs-gate.uchicago.edu> 

Sub j : NAES  Powwow,  Dune  19,  20,  21 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

North  American  Educational  Services  College  (NAES),  Chicago  campus,  is 
sponsoring  an  outdoor  powwow  at  Mather  Park,  2800  block  of  West  Peterson 
in  Chicago  on  Dune  19,  20,  21. 

Dates  and  Time: 

Friday,  Dune  19: 

Gates  open  at  4:00  PM  and  close  at  10:00  PM 
Grand  Entry  Dancing  at  7:00  PM 
Saturday,  Dune  20: 

Gates  open  at  10:00  AM  and  close  at  10:00  PM 
Grand  Entry  Dancing  at  1:00  PM  and  7:00  PM 


Sunday,  Dune  21: 

Gates  open  at  10:00  AM  and  close  at  6:00  PM 
Grand  Entry  Dancing  at  1:00  PM. 

The  public  is  in  invited  to  enjoy  spectacular  regalia,  dancing, 
drumming  and  singing.  There  will  be  authentic  Native  American  arts  and 
crafts  vendors  as  well  as  Indian  food  and  fry  bread. 

Featured  host  drum  is  the  Porcupine  Singers  from  Porcupine,  South 
Dakota.  There  will  be  other  drums  with  the  first  ten  drums  to  register 
being  paid  and  the  remainder  will  receive  blanket  money  (minimum  of  6 
per  drum  to  be  paid  and  no  drum  hopping). 

$17,000  in  dancer  prize  money.  Categories  are  Men  and  Women's  Senior 
Traditional  (age  50  and  over).  Men  (age  18  to  49)  Traditional,  Grass, 
Fancy,  Women's  (age  (18  to  49)  Traditional,  Dingle  and  Fancy  Shawl. 

Co-MCs  are:  Leonard  Malataire,  Flathead  from  Montana  and  Doe  Big  Bear, 
Ojibwe  from  Minnesota. 

Donations  are  $6  for  adults,  $3  for  children  (under  5 free)  and  $3  for 
seniors  and  students  with  ID.  Three  day  pass  is  $10. 

Bring  your  own  lawn  chair. 

For  information  on  Vendor,  Dance  and  Drum  registration.  Lodging, 
Directions,  etc.  call  Leonard  Malatare  at  773/762-5000  (days). 


Date:  Wed,  10  Dun  1998  14:04:12  EDT 
From:  "Flolle  M.  Brian"  <HolleB@aol . com> 

Sub j : New  Freedom  Bus  / Manitoba  Hydro 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

(Two  upcoming  rallies) 


THE  NEW  FREEDOM  BUS 

The  Welfare  Rights  Committee  is  sponsoring  a rally  to  welcome  the  New 
Freedom  Bus  on  Thursday,  Dune  18,  noon  at  the  New  Federal  Building,  4th  St 
& 3rd  Ave,  Minneapolis. 

Poverty  is  a violation  of  our  human  rights!  On  Dune  18  a "New  Freedom 
Bus"  will  be  coming  to  the  Twin  Cities  as  part  of  its  30  city  tour. 
Organized  by  Philadelphia's  Kensington  Welfare  Rights  Union,  the  Bus  is  a 
traveling  protest  against  hunger  and  homelessness. 

In  all  the  cities  the  Freedom  Bus  stops,  stories  are  being  collected 
about  how  poverty  is  destroying  our  lives.  When  the  Bus  gets  to  New  York 
City,  our  case  will  be  taken  to  the  United  Nations  - charging  the  US 
Government  with  violating  our  rights.  The  Universal  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights  states  everyone  has  a right  to  food,  housing,  medical  care,  and  a 
living-wage  job.  Welfare  reform  is  an  attack  on  these  rights! 

For  more  information  call  the  Welfare  Rights  Committee  822-8020. 


RALLY  AND  CAMPAIGN  LAUNCH  AGAINST  MANITOBA  HYDRO 
Tuesday,  Dune  23,  Noon 
NSP  Plaza 

414  Nicollet  Mall,  Minneapolis 
For  more  information  contact: 

Kate  Kempton  (416)  691-7897 

Minnesota  imports  large  quantities  of  electric  power  from  Manitoba  Hydro 
in  Canada.  This  power  is  touted  as  clean,  safe  Canadian  energy.  It  is 
anything  but. 

Twenty-three  years  ago  the  nightmare  began  for  Pimicikamak  Cree  Indian 
Nation  and  other  tribes  in  Norther  Manitoba.  Manitoba  Hydro,  a state-owned 
utility,  simply  showed  up  and  began  flooding  virtually  all  tribal  lands  in 
the  region.  About  3.3  million  acres  of  Aboriginal  territory  has  been 
flooded  so  far  to  form  vast  hydroelectric  reservoirs.  Several  dams  and 
dikes  have  been  built.  The  Pimicikamak  Cree  Nation  was  left  on  a small 
area  of  rocky  reserve.  Hunting  grounds,  fishing,  transport  routes,  an 
economy  and  way  of  life,  have  been  decimated. 

These  mega-projects  were  constructed  without  any  notice,  consultation  or 
consent  of  the  tribes. 

This  massive  flooding,  and  the  building  of  a huge  network  of  dams  and  dike 
has  devistated  the  environment: 


- Rivers  have  been  diverted  - Lakes,  reservoirs  and  fish  are  now 
contaminated  with  methyl-mercury. 

- Large  areas  of  boreal  forests  have  been  flooded. 

- Vast  fish  and  animal  habitats  have  been  destroyed. 

- The  impoundment  of  water  in  vegetated  reservoirs,  studies  establish, 
produce  greenhouse  gases  in  quantities  rivalling  fossil  fuels. 

- Vital  ecosystems  have  been  disrupted  and  destroyed. 

The  human  rights  implications  of  our  energy  purchases  from  Manitoba  Hydro 
are  serious: 

- RIGHT  TO  LIFE  of  local  indigenous  peoples  has  been  violated:  more  than  50 
members  of  the  Pimicikamak  Cree  Nation  have  been  killed,  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  the  mega-project.  At  least  13  have  been  drowned  trying  to 
continue  to  travel  on  unstable  reservoir  ice  and  waters.  A Canadian  Treaty 
Court  has  found  Manitoba  Hydro  legally  liable  for  a number  of  these  deaths. 

- RIGHT  TO  SUBSISTENCE  The  mega-projects  have  deprived  indigenous  tribes  of 
their  means  of  subsistence.  They  now  live  under  conditions  of  mass  poverty, 
with  90%  unemployment. 

- RIGHT  TO  CULTURE  The  Manitoba  Hydro  mega-projects  have  severely  affected 
indigenous  ways  of  life. 

- RIGHT  TO  A HEALTHY  AND  CLEAN  ENVIRONMENT  The  environmental  consequences 
are  detailed  above.  How  could  any  of  us  be  expected  to  live  in  these 
conditions? 

To  top  it  all  off,  these  human  rights  and  environmental  abuses  contravene 
international,  treaty,  Canadian  and  perhaps  even  American  law. 

A treaty  was  entered  into  between  five  affected  Indian  tribes,  the 
utility,  and  the  governments  of  Manitoba  and  Canada  two  years  after  the 
flooding.  This  treaty  recognized  the  severe  adverse  impacts  and  promised 
broad  measures  to  remediate  the  damage  and  compensate  the  tribes.  It  has 
been  ignored. 

The  environmental  destruction  and  human  rights  violations  will  continue 
with  other  hydro-electric  development,  unless  we  say  NO,  now. 

- No  More  Blood  On  Our  Electricity 

- No  More  Manitoba  Hydro  Imports  at  Such  a Great  Cost 

- No  Further  Violations  of  the  Environment  and  Human  Rights 

We  need  to  send  a message  to  Manitoba  Hydro  that  these  energy  imports  are 
our  business,  and  that  this  kind  of  business  violates  our  standards  for  the 
environment  and  human  rights. 

We  need  to  tell  Manitoba  Hydro  that  we  don't  want  energy  that  exacts  such 
a great  environmental  and  human  rights  toll.  We  are  imploring  Northern 
States  Power  to  assist  us  in  this  cause. 

We  need  to  persuade  Manitoba  Hydro  and  other  electricity  suppliers  and 
buyers  to  clean  up  their  act. 

Our  energy  purchases  and  our  bond  market  investments  are  creating  the 
pressure  for  the  further  destruction  of  a vast  and  fragile  boreal 
environment  and  indigenous  habitat.  This  is  our  concern. 

We  make  the  choices.  We  have  the  power. 

This  initiative  endorsed  by: 

American  Indian  Movement 

Clean  Water  Action 

Honor  the  Earth  Campaign 

Human  Rights  Center,  U of  M Law  School 

Indigenous  Women's  Network 

Institute  for  Agriculture  and  Trade  Policy 

Minneapolis  Green  Party 

North  American  Water  Office 

Prairie  Island  Coalition 

Resource  Center  of  the  Americas 

Sierra  Club 

White  Earth  Land  Recovery  Project 


From  News  From  Indian  Country: 

Dune  18-20  Mowa-Choctaw  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Mt.  Vernon,  AL 
334/829-5500 


Dune  18-21 

Dune  19-21 

Dune  19-21 

Dune  19-21 

Dune  19-21 

Dune  19-21 

Dune  19-21 

Dune  19-21 

Dune  20 

Dune  20-21 

Dune  20-21 

Dune  20-21 


Red  Bottom  Celebration,  Frazier,  MT 
406/653-2280 

Iowa  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Perkins,  OK 
405/466-3101 

6th  NAES  College,  Chicago,  IL 
773/761-5000 

13th  Strawberry  Moon,  Mole  Lake,  WI 
715/478-7500 

5th  Kaskaskia  River,  Mattoon,  IL 
217/234-7555 

15th  Memphis,  Memphis,  TN 
901/375-4877 

Sullivan  County,  Forksville,  PA 
717/924-9082 

5th  Fort  Randall  Casino  and  Flotel,  Wagner,  SD 
605/487-7871 

Fox  Lake  Correctional,  Fox  Lake,  WI 
414/928-3151  ext  258  (contact  Doe  Morse  if  you 
wish  to  attend) 

5th  Two  Worlds  Intertribal  Lodge  Rendezvous 
Stanwood,  MI  616/344-7111 

Susquehanna  River,  Wrightsville  PA 
717/755-9197 

17th  Plains  Indian,  Cody,  WY 
307/587-4771 


-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  Dorman,  Yael  Grauer,  Friends  of  the  Lubicon,  Aqiimuk, 

Dustanoldman,  Save  Ward  Valley,  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable  Foundation, 
Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  Larry  Innes,  Moonlight,  Shannon  M.  Collins, 
Danet  Smith,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Larry  Innes, 
NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS,  Dale  Mitchell,  Frank  Blazquez 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Dun  24  01:18:29  1998 
Date:  Tue,  23  Dun  1998  19:53:54  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.026 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AisesNet  & Nat-Film  Lists; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  Mexico  Solidarity  Network 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


The  white  people,  who  are  trying  to  make  us  over  into  their  image,  they 
want  us  to  be  what  they  call  "assimilated,"  bringing  the  Indians  into 
the  mainstream  and  destroying  our  own  way  of  life  and  our  own  cultural 
patterns.  They  believe  we  should  be  contented  like  those  whose  concept  of 
happiness  is  materialistic  and  greedy,  which  is  very  different  from  our 
way.  We  want  freedom  from  the  white  man  rather  than  to  be  integrated. 

We  don't  want  any  part  of  the  establishment,  we  want  to  be  free  to  raise 
our  children  in  our  religion,  in  our  ways,  to  be  able  to  hunt  and  fish 
and  live  in  peace.  We  don't  want  power,  we  don't  want  to  be  congressmen, 
or  bankers ... .we  want  to  be  ourselves.  We  want  to  have  our  heritage, 
because  we  are  the  owners  of  this  land  and  because  we  belong  here." 

The  white  man  says,  there  is  freedom  and  justice  for  all.  We  have  had 
"freedom  and  justice,"  and  that  is  why  we  have  been  almost  exterminated. 
We  shall  not  forget  this." 

From  the  1927  Grand  Council  of  American  Indians 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  Europeans  left  their  homelands  for  freedom  in  the  "new  world", 
came  to  a land  of  unlimited  tress  and  open  spaces;  and  the  first  thing 
they  did  was  build  boxes  to  enclose  themselves  in.  They  sent  thanks 
to  those  who  befriended  them  by  enslaving  and  murdering  them,  and  called 
those  they  slaughtered  "savages." 

The  descendants  of  these  Europeans  have  no  understanding  of  why  we 
don't  feel  like  they  have  done  a thing  in  the  last  500  hundred  years  of 
occupation  that  justifies  them  telling  the  First  People  how  to  live. 

Let  me  try  to  help. 

- Your  BIA  has  misplaced  millions  of  dollars 

- Your  IHS  has  involuntarily  sterilized  countless  Indian  women 

- You  give  our  Sacred  mountains  names  you  would  not  dare  utter  in  front 

of  anyone  if  you  had  the  slightest  concept  what  they  mean  (Squaw  is 
NOT  a good  word) 

- You  imprison  our  brothers  and  sisters  for  basically  minor  offenses, 
then  lose  them  in  the  U.  S.  prison  system,  because  they  "don't  adjust 
well  to  'the  system'")  - as  an  aside,  any  offense  on  a rez  is  a federal 
offense.  The  first  arrest  moves  the  'offender'  into  the  federal 
prison  system! 

- When  you  can't  prove  a case  against  a high  profile  Native  American,  you 

shrug  it  off  with  logic  like,  "Even  if  you  didn't  do  it,  you  know  who 

did"  (Lynn  Crook,  prosecuting  attorney  against  Leonard  Peltier) 

- Your  School  of  the  Americas  (dubbed  the  School  of  Assassins  by  citizens 
of  the  nation  states  where  the  graduates  return  to  apply  their 
knowledge)  in  Ft.  Benning,  Georgia  U.S.of  A.,  where  insurrection  and 
mayhem  are  taught  to  operatives  in  Central  and  South  American  Countries. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


We  are  not  grateful. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Interesting  aside:  Bishop  O'Connor,  an  admitted  rapist  of  children  will 
serve  zero  prison  time.  Leonard  Peltier  remains  in  prison,  though  the 
prosecuting  attorney  has  admitted  the  Government's  case  is  lacking  in 
proof. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

(' - 1 ) Marietta,  GA  30067, 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured 

- Wolf  Delist  Alert 

- Wolf  Alert  Response 

- Delisting  of  the  Wolf 

- Delisting 

- Cherokees  Sideline  Council 
Committees 

- BIA  Funding  Cut 

- Kahnawake  Position  on  Taxation 

- Can  the  Band  Council 
be  Sovereign? 

- Draft  Legislation  re 
Native  Hawaiian  Status 

- Camp  Ipperwash  Deal 

- BC  Shuffles  Deckchairs 
on  Treaty  Talks  Titanic 

- Bishop  Avoids  Rape  Trial 

- Nisga'a  Deal  to  Wrap  Up  Within  Weeks 

"RE : Wolf  Delist  Alert"  


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 

in  this  issue  

- BC  Forest  Industry  Moves 
to  Protect  Turf 

- Indian  Wars  North  and  South 

- Letter  to  UN  High  Commissioner 

- National  Action  in  Response 
to  Recent  Massacre 

- Summary  Executions  Discovered 

- The  Third  Journey 

- Music  Review:  Smoke  Signals 

- Special  Rappateur/Violence 
to  Women  Prisoners 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Morning  Song 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Honoring  Sacred  Places 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


Date:  Wed,  17  Hun  1998  09:23:18  -0500 

From:  "lean  BraveHeart"  < jbraveheart@sprynet . com> 

Sub j : Wolf  delist  alert 

UUCP  email  (Editorial  note:  I _did_  distribute  this  alert  as  requested. 

It  is  included  here  to  help  clarify  the 
letters  that  follow.] 


Gary,  your  newsletter  next  week  would  be  too  late,  can  you  send  this  out 


this  week.  Thanks  Dean 

Thanks  for  always  keeping  me  updated. 

lean  Brave  Heart 

Minnesota  Wolf  Alliance 

jbraveheart@sprynet . com 

http://www.nnic.com/mnwolves/ 

Emergency  Call  To  Action  Alert  To  Stop  Early  Delisting  of  the  Wolf  -- 
PLEASE  DISTRIBUTE  WIDELY! 

Wolf  activists  in  Minnesota  have  been  told  that  Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  is  about  to  implement  early  delisting  of  the  wolf  in  this 
country.  ASK  MR.  BABBITT  TO  STOP  EARLY  DELISTING. 

We  must  get  e-mails  or  call  Bruce  Babbitt  this  week,  next  week  will  be  too 
late!  Minnesota  is  one  state  that  is  advocating  for  a RECREATIONAL  SPORTS 
HUNTING  AND  TRAPPING  PROGRAM  to  "control"  the  wolf  population  and  are 
waiting  for  the  wolf  to  be  delisted  to  start  wolf  hunting.  To  go  from  the 
protection  of  the  Endangered  Species  Act  protection  to  a public  hunt  would 
not  look  good  to  the  citizens  of  this  country  nor  the  USFWS. 

This  early  delisting  will  affect  the  Western  Great  Lakes  Population 
(Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan)  and  also  could  affect  the  entire  Eastern 
Population  from  North  Dakota  to  Maine  as  well  as  states  like  Montana  and 
Idaho.  It  could  have  devastating  consequences  for  the  wolf  in  this  country. 
Although  the  Western  Great  Lakes  wolf  is  recovering  well,  it  is  the  only 
major  wolf  population  in  the  contiguous  states,  but  still  only  represents 
one  percent  of  its  former  range.  The  numbers  of  the  wolf  population  in  the 
lower  48  state  still  remains  severely  threatened. 

We  are  asking  that  you  e-mail,  or  call  Bruce  Babbitt  (Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service) 

ASAP  at:  (Don't  Wait) 

Phone  (202)  208-7351 

e-mail:  exsec@ios.doi.gov 

Let  Bruce  know  that  you  oppose  "EARLY  DELISTING  OF  THE  WOLF"  in  the  areas 
of  the  Western  Great  Lakes,  Eastern  and  Western  wolf  populations.  Let  him 
know  that  as  we  are  approaching  recovery  of  the  wolf  in  this  country,  --we 
must  have  more  time  to  assure  that  states  are  not  rushing  into  management 
plans--that  do  not  have  the  best  interest  of  the  wolf  in  mind  and  of  all  the 
citizens  of  this  country. 

For  Bruce  to  even  CONSIDER  such  an  act  is  a betrayal  to  each  and  every 
citizen  who  contributed  endless  time,  energy  and  money  into  the  endangered 
species  programs  throughout  Minnesota  and  the  nation. 

Without  your  immediate  attention,  wolves  WILL  BE  KILLED  FOR  SPORT  in 
Minnesota ! 

The  wolf  is  a priceless  national  resource  and  it  only  exists  today  because 
of  Federal  protective  measures  implemented  in  the  early  70's.  The  wolf 
still  remains  highly  vulnerable,  history  has  repeatedly  demonstrated  how 
quickly  wolves  can  be  eliminated  once  they  come  into  intensive  contact  with 
hostile  human  activity.  We  must  act  now  to  stop  this  QUICK  DELISTING! 

"RE : Wolf  Alert  Response"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Dun  1998  06:29:49  EDT 
From:  Wild4x4gal@aol.com 
Subj : Wolf  Alert 

UUCP  email 

Hello  and  greetings  to  you.  I received  your  email  about  the  wolf  delisting 
and  immediately  responded.  The  Wolf  has  always  been  very  important  to  me 
and  to  my  family...  for  many  many  generations.  Thank  you  for  forwarding  the 
information  to  me.  Here's  what  I wrote: 

Hello.  My  name  is  Izzabella. 

I have  heard  that  you  are  planning  to  delist  the  wolf  as  an  endangered 
species  and  open  up  a sport  hunting  season.  This  news  greatly  disturbs  me. 
The  people  of  this  country  had  nearly  wiped  this  great  animal  completely  out 


of  existence  and  almost  into  extinction  and  now  you  have  plans  to  further 
eradicate  this  animal.  How  hard  have  the  caring  people  of  this  country 
worked  to  rebuild  our  wolves  as  a natural  resource?  How  many  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  dollars  have  been  spent  to  protect  these  animals  and  insure 
their  continuance?  Now  you  wish  to  destroy  all  our  hard  work. 

You  would  not  even  give  the  wolf  the  honor  or  respect  it  deserves  with  its 
death.  The  wolf  will  not  grace  your  tables  as  meat  for  your  family  nor  will 
it's  hides  be  used  to  keep  your  children  warm.  You  are  planning  a SPORT 
hunt  of  this  magnificent  creature.  A cold  and  cruel,  meaningless  death...  a 
"status"  trophy  for  your  empty  hearted  participants.  A waste  of  a life  for 
the  fancy  of  your  ego. 

These  values  you  pass  on  to  your  children...  they  grow  up  with  a 
disregard  and  disrespect  of  life.  As  you  well  know  and  can  see  every  day 
in  the  news,  our  society  is  crumbling.  You  teach  them  that  to  kill  is  SPORT 
and  that  a life  does  not  matter...  it  is  merely  a trophy  to  be  had...  a nock 
on  the  butt  of  a rifle.,  a head  mounted  on  the  wall.  Is  that  something  to 
be  so  proud  of? 

Izzabella  Wolfsong 

"RE:  Delisting  of  the  Wolf"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Dun  1998  09:40:02  PST 

From:  americannative@juno.com  (FLYING  Eagle) 

Sub j : Delisting  of  the  Wolf 

UUCP  email 

Dear  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt, 

As  sacred  as  the  Eagle  is  to  those  who  entered  our  lands  and  have  made 
this  their  national  symbol  so  is  the  wolf  in  the  eyes  of  the  native  born 
american.  Both  of  these  are  natural  creatures  that  should  be  allowed  the 
freedom  of  life. 

With  the  ever  increasing  encroachment  of  humans  on  the  lands,  the  lands 
become  such  that  they  can  no  longer  sustain  the  wild  life  and  therefore 
the  wild  life  moves  to  new  areas.  As  Native  Americans  we  know  this  from 
personal  experiences  as  we  have  been  moved  from  our  lands  many  times. 

When  one  kills  an  animal  it  should  be  for  immediate  protection  of  life 
or  for  food.  But  when  one  kills  only  for  sport  then  that  is  tragedy. 
Hostile  humans  can  never  be  trusted,  they  will  not  eat  the  wolf  and 
therefore  they  will  kill  the  wolf  in  great  numbers  because  it  is  sport  in 
the  name  of  animal  control. 

The  wolf  is  still  threaten  even  to  be  a part  of  our  lives,  he  is  a 
priceless  national  resource  and  he  only  exists  today  because  of  Federal 
protection  measures  that  were  implemented  in  the  early  70's.  Without  that 
protection  the  wolf  will  be  complete  vulnerable.  History  has  repeatedly 
demonstrated  how  quickly  wolves  can  be  eliminated  once  they  are  made 
available  to  hostile  human  activity. 

As  Secretary,  we  call  upon  you  to  continue  to  protect  this  great 
national  resource  and  symbol  of  our  peoples  and  yours;  by  retaining  the 
wolf  on  the  endangered  species  programs  throughout  Minnesota  and  the 
nation.  Without  your  immediate  attention,  the  wolf  will  be  killed  for 
sport  in  Minnesota,  and  that  will  only  be  the  start  of  the  desecrations. 

May  the  Great  Spirit  guide  you  in  your  decision. 

Flying  Eagle 

American  Native  Federation 
POB  551065 

Dacksonville,  FL  32255-1065 

904-642-3277 

Fax:  904-356-3564 

"RE : Delisting"  


Date:  Thu,  18  Dun  1998  14:36:43  -0400 

From:  "PAUL.D.  UNDERWOOD"  <PUNDERW00D2@compuserve . com> 


Sub j : DELISTING  OF  THE  WOLF 

UUCP  email 

Date:  18/06/98  19:09 

RE:  DELISTING  OF  THE  WOLF 

Dean  Mr  Babbitt,  We  understand  that  delisting  of  the  wolf  is  under 
consideration  at  present  and  earnestly  ask  you  to  prevent  this.  Living  in 
the  UK.,  we,  and  many  of  our  friends,  realise  we  have  no  right  to  expect 
your  consideration  except  as  citizens  of  the  world,  but  would  be  horrified 
should  this  take  place.  It  is  a dreadful  indictment  of  man's  intelligence 
and  spiritual  evolution  to  consider  killing  any  animal  to  be  "sport"  and  to 
kill  wolves  at  this  time  would  deeply  offend  vast  numbers  of  spiritually 
aware  people  worldwide.  As  we  move  into  the  New  Millennium,  the  Wolf  is  the 
symbol  of  the  teaching  we  need  to  carry  us  out  of  the  atrocities  and 
insular  separatism  of  past  centuries  and  into  the  brotherhood  for  which  we 
all  hope  in  the  future.  PLEASE,  PLEASE,  do  not  allow  the  symbolic 
annihilation  of  the  wolf  to  take  place  at  this  time.  We  see  it  as 
genuinely  important  on  many  levels  both  to  the  animal  kingdom  and  to 
mankind  himself. 

Paul  and  Monica  Underwood 

"RE : Cherokees  Sideline  Council  Committees"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Dun  98  08:40:46  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  6-17-98 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : Indian  News  6-17-98 
Date:  6/17/98  1:44  AM 

Cherokees  sideline  council  committees 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
Tulsa  World 
6/17/98 

Move  suggested  by  Byrd  after  latest  meeting  folded 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  deputy  chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  said  Tuesday  that 
all  business  would  go  directly  to  the  tribe's  council  instead  of  through 
a committee  system. 

The  official,  D.  Garland  Eagle,  said  the  action  came  after  Chief  Doe 
Byrd  recommended  that  all  eight  council  committee  meetings  be  "canceled." 

As  the  deputy  chief.  Eagle  is  the  president  of  the  15-member  tribal 
council . 

Eagle  said  he  accepted  Byrd's  recommendation  with  the  support  of  the 
majority  of  council  members  at  a scheduled  Monday  night  meeting,  which  was 
canceled  because  of  lack  of  a quorum. 

"Effective  today,"  Eagle  said  Tuesday,  "I  hereby  suspend  all  council 
committee  meetings  and  all  appointments  of  all  chairpersons  and  co-chair 
persons  of  all  eight  committees." 

He  said  all  business,  including  resolutions,  from  department  heads  would 
be  presented  at  regularly  scheduled  council  meetings. 

"I  believe  that  these  actions  will  provide  for  more  efficient  and 
effective  productivity  of  the  council  members  while  saving  valuable  time  and 
money,"  Eagle  said. 

The  council  has  failed  to  reach  a quorum  at  its  meetings  about  six  times 
this  year  because  of  a constitutional  crisis  in  the  tribe. 

Troy  Wayne  Poteete  of  Webbers  Falls,  the  chairman  of  the  tribe's  rules 
committee,  said  he  believed  committee  meetings  should  be  postponed  until 
"adequate,  unbiased  officers  can  be  present  to  ensure  the  orderly  conduct 
of  business." 

Following  a meeting  of  the  tribal  council  on  Sunday,  two  councilors 
opposed  to  the  Byrd  administration  were  shoved  about  in  the  lobby  of  the 
tribal  headquarters . 

Outside  the  headquarters,  the  tribe's  chief  elder,  who  walks  with  a cane, 
was  called  obscene  names  by  a group  of  men  supporting  Byrd's  eight-member 


majority  on  the  council. 

Poteete,  who  is  among  the  six  opposing  the  Byrd  majority,  said  he  would 
"not  allow  ex-cons,  bullies,  thugs  or  the  acutely  ignorant  to  put  me  or 
mycouncilmates  in  a position  where  we  can  be  implicated  in  some  sort  of 
physical  or  verbal  altercation." 

"To  do  so  would  allow  the  wrong  element  to  infringe  upon  the  dignity  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation  as  well  as  lower  us  personally  to  their  standard." 

The  tribe  has  been  in  turmoil  since  February  1997,  when  the  Cherokee 
Marshal  Service  raided  Byrd's  headquarters  in  search  of  evidence  of 
allegations  of  misuse  of  funds. 

Byrd  fired  the  marshals  and  subsequently  was  charged  in  a tribal  court 
with  obstruction  of  justice.  The  case  is  still  pending. 

"RE : BIA  Funding  Cut"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Dun  1998  12:56:55  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@u . arizona . edu 

Sub j : ACTION  NEEDED:  HOUSE  INTERIOR  APPROPRIATIONS  CUTS  BIA  FUNDING 
BY  $131  MILLION  IN  FISCAL  YEAR  1999  BUDGET  MARKUP  (Fwd) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

NATIONAL  INDIAN  EDUCATION  ASSOCIATION 

[NIEA  121  ORONOCO  STREET  ALEXANDRIA,  VA  22314  - 703-838-2870 
logo]  FAX  703-838-1620  - E-Mail:  niea@mindspring.com 
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For  Immediate  Release  For  More  Information  Contact: 

Dune  19,  1998  Lorraine  Edmo  or  Dohn  W.  Cheek 

at  (703)  838-2870 

* HOUSE  INTERIOR  SUBCOMMITTEE  CUTS  BUREAU  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS* 

*FUNDING  BY  $131  MILLION  IN  FISCAL  YEAR  1999  BUDGET  MARKUP* 

Washington,  DC  --  On  Thursday,  Dune  18,  the  House  Interior  Appropriation 
Subcommittee  marked  up  the  fiscal  year  1999  Interior  funding  bill  under 
its  jurisdiction.  In  his  opening  statement.  Chairman,  Ralph  Regula  (R-OH), 
stated  that  ''the  subcommittee  focused  on  operational  shortfalls  and 
backlog  maintenance  and  focused  increases  for  Native  Americans  for 
education  and  law  enforcement  and  most  importantly,  Indian  Health,  which 
we  increased  $147  million.1'  Funding  under  Interior  appropriations  will 
fund  all  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  and  Indian  Health  Service  (IHS) 
operations . 

_NOTE  : NIEA  requests  Indian  Education  advocates  to  contact  the  Senate 
before  they  mark  up  the  Interior  bill  on  Thursday,  Dune  23.  See  the  end 
of  this  update.  -Editor_ 

Some  of  the  details  from  the  markup  were  not  available  at  this  writing 
and  the  Interior  appropriation  subcommittee  staff  stated  that  no  numbers 
would  be  available  until  after  the  full  committee  markup  next  week.  A few 
of  the  dollar  amounts  NIEA  was  able  to  obtain  include  an  overall  BIA 
funding  level  request  of  $1.7  billion  or  $10  million  over  the  fiscal  year 
1998  enacted  amount.  This  amount  is  $131  million  less  than  the 
President's  FY99  budget  request  of  $1.84  amounts  billion.  The  new  school 
construction  category  appears  to  include  funding  for  only  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Settlement  School  (IA),  and  the  Pyramid  Lake  High  School  (NV)  in  the 
amount  of  $17.4  million,  with  both  schools  receiving  $8.7  million  each.  A 
third  school  on  the  priority  list,  the  Seba  Dalkai  Boarding  School  (AZ), 
does  not  appear  on  the  funding  list  in  the  amount  of  $20  million.  The 
school  construction  category  is  reported  to  be  $4.2  million  over  fiscal 
year  1998. 

Other  unconfirmed  budget  item  include  funding  for  Tribal  Colleges  at 
$400,000  above  the  fiscal  year  1998  enacted  level  of  $29.9  million  and  $5. 

1 million  below  the  President's  requests.  School  Operations  are 
recommended  at  9.6  million  above  1998  and  $16.9  million  below  the 
President's  requests  bringing  the  total  to  $469  million.  No  indication 
was  available  as  to  where  the  reductions  are  occurring  in  the  school 
operation  category,  which  includes  funding  for  the  Indian  School 
Equalization  Program  (ISEP),  School  Transportation,  Administrative  Cost 
Grants,  and  other  critical  education  line  items.  The  subcommittee  also 
recommends  a one  year  moratorium  on  any  new  tribal  compacts. 


Other  than  his  opening  statement,  no  other  references  were  made  to 
Indian  tribes,  other  than  an  amendment  offered  by  David  Obey  (D-WI)  which 
would  permit  the  Skull  Valley  Band  of  Goshutes  to  build  a temporary 
nuclear  waste  dump  on  their  reservation  in  Utah.  The  tribe  would  be  able 
to  benefit  financially  from  such  a facility,  but  they  were  meeting 
resistance  from  the  state.  The  amendment  as  passed,  however,  goes  against 
Utah  Gov.  Michael  0.  Levitt's  wishes  to  have  the  matter  delayed  for  one 
year. 

The  House  Interior  Appropriation  full  committee  is  scheduled  to  markup 
the  Interior  bill  in  Wednesday,  Dune  24.  The  Senate  Interior 
Appropriation's  Subcommittee  is  schedule  to  markup  their  version  of  the 
bill  on  Tuesday,  Dune  23  with  the  full  committee  marking  up  on  Thursday, 
Dune  25. 

♦ACTION  NEEDED*:  NIEA  urges  Indian  Education  advocates  to  contact  the 
members  of  the  Senate  Interior  Appropriations  Subcommittee  _no  later  than 
Monday,  Dune  22  or  Tuesday  morning  Dune  23_  to  voice  your  concerns  over 
the  devastating  cuts  the  Indian  education  programs.  Without  an  outcry 
from  Indian  county  over  these  substantial  cuts,  the  budget  numbers  will 
likely  go  unchallenged.  Below  is  listing  of  the  member  of  the  Senate 
Interior  Appropriations  Committee  who  will  be  marking  up  the  Interior 
funding  bill  on  Tuesday,  Dune  23. 

SENATE  INTERIOR  APPROPRIATIONS  SUBCOMMITTEE 
202-224-7233/SENATE  DIRKSEN-131,  Washington,  DC  20510 
FAX  202-228-4532 


Republicans-8 

PHONE 

FAX  No. 

Slade  Gorton  (WA)-Chair 

202-224-3441 

202-224-9394 

Ted  Stevens  (AK) 

202-224-3004 

202-224-2354 

Thad  Cochran  (MS) 

202-224-5054 

202-224-9450 

Pete  Domenici  (NM) 

202-224-6621 

202-224-7371 

Conrad  Burns  (MT) 

202-224-2644 

202-224-8594 

Robert  F.  Bennett  (UT) 

202-224-5444 

Dudd  Gregg  (NH) 

202-224-3324 

202-224-2952 

Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  (CO) 

202-224-5852 

202-224-1933 

Maj.  Staff  Dir:  Cherie  Cooper 

202-224-7262 

Democrats-7 

Robert  C.  Byrd  (WV)  Rnk  Mem 

202-224-3954 

202-228-0002 

Patrick  D.  Leahy  (VT) 

202-224-4242 

Dale  Bumpers  (AR) 

202-224-4843 

202-224-6435 

Ernest  F.  Hollings  (SC) 

202-224-6121 

202-224-4293 

Harry  Reid  (NV) 

202-224-3542 

202-224-7327 

Byron  L.  Dorgan  (ND) 

202-224-2551 

202-224-1193 

Barbara  Boxer  (CA) 

202-224-3553 

415-956-6701 

Min  Prof  Staff  Mem:  Sue  Masica 

202-224-5271 

"RE : Kahnawake  Position  on  Taxation"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Dun  1998  15:02:00  -0400 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe.net> 

Sub j : Restating  the  Mohawk  Nation  at  Kahnawake  Position  on  Taxation 

UUCP  email 

Restating  the  Mohawk  Nation  at  Kahnawake  Position  on  Taxation 

The  Two  Row  Wampum  is  an  agreement  whereby  two  nations  coexist  and  travel 
the  River  of  Life  in  peace  and  friendship.  This  agreement  incorporates  all 
social,  political,  and  constitutional  aspects  of  nationhood.  In  summary, 
it  states:  "You  keep  your  laws,  ways  and  traditions  in  your  vessel,  and  we 
will  keep  our  laws,  ways  and  traditions  in  our  vessel.  We  will  travel  the 
river  of  Life  side  by  side  in  parallel  paths  (two  rows)  which  never  meet, 
in  peace  and  friendship,  never  interfering  with  one  another."  Legally,  it 
means  that  each  of  the  two  nations  retains  its  respective  jurisdiction. 
Neither  of  the  two  nations  can  impose  its  laws  and  ways  over  the  other. 


The  Two  Row  Wampum  Belt  Agreement  has  its  roots  in  the  arrival  of  the 
Europeans  on  this  continent.  It  soon  became  clear  that  the  Europeans  had 
come  with  a different  way  of  life.  The  People  of  the  Haudenosaunee,  also 
known  as  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy,  observed  how  the  newcomers 
acted  toward  each  other,  toward  the  land  and  everything  that  was  on  it.  In 
order  to  maintain  peace  the  Two  Row  Wampum  Agreement  was  afforded  each 
newcomer  nation  that  arrived  on  our  shores. 

At  the  time  of  it's  inception,  the  Two  Row  Wampum  Agreement  was 
established  on  a government  to  government  basis.  Whenever  a dispute  arises 
between  native  and  non-native  peoples,  we  find  ourselves  in  a situation 
where  we  are  left  at  a standstill  and  therefore  nothing  gets  resolved.  If 
this  agreement  were  respected,  the  mechanisms  already  exist  within  it  that 
would  allow  us  to  peacefully  resolve  such  issues  as  taxation  and 
jurisdiction.  To  avoid  a crisis  situation,  responsible  governments  should 
be  looking  towards  re-instituting  this  process. 

The  traditional  Kanienkehaka  have  always  maintained  that  their  authority 
comes  from  the  Kaienerekowa  (Constitution  of  the  Great  Law)  not  the 
Canadian  Constitution.  Today  the  position  is  the  same.  The  Kanienkehaka 
(Mohawk  Nation)  have  never  relinquished  our  sovereignty  over  our  territory, 
nor  have  we  given  the  United  States  or  Canada  the  authority  to  impose 
taxation  within  our  territories.  Our  territories  have  always  been  a 
"duty-free"  zone. 

Kanienkehaka  are  a non-taxable  people  and  not  'tax  exempt'.  The  latter 
infers  that  one  is  taxable  but  has  been  'given'  the  right  to  not  pay  tax. 

Kanienkehaka  are  also  not  tax  collectors  for  any  foreign  governments. 

Dust  as  it  would  be  absurd  to  ask  the  United  States  to  collect  taxes  for 
Canada  on  American  soil. 

Durisdiction  is  more  than  an  abstract  legal  term.  It  is  bound  with 
sovereignty  and  identity,  and  all  their  ramifications  - social,  cultural, 
political,  and  economic.  The  Canadian  government,  like  European  colonizers 
around  the  world,  have  learned  to  conceal  what  is  in  effect  genocide  in 
many  pretty  terms.  For  example,  alternative  funding  becomes  municipal 
structures  and  self-government  becomes  not  self-determination  but  'Indian 
government  as  Canadian  municipalities'. 

The  Traditional  People  of  the  Longhouse  have  consistently  warned  the 
Kahnawake  Band  Council  and  many  other  people  that  self-government 
agreements  would  only  bring  about  taxation  and  municipalization  of  our 
sovereign  territory.  As  Kanienkehaka  we  once  again  restate  our  objection 
to  any  form  of  foreign  taxation  on  native  lands. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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"RE : Can  the  Band  Council  be  Sovereign?"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Dun  1998  16:18:08  -0400 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : CAN  THE  BAND  COUNCIL  BE  SOVEREIGN? 

CAN  DOE  NORTON'S  BAND  COUNCIL  ASSERT  SOVEREIGNTY  FOR  THE  MOHAWK  NATION  IN 
KAHNAWAKE? 

MNN  (Mohawk  Nation  News)  Kahnawake  M.T.  18  Dune  98. 

BAND  MEETING.  At  A Indian  Act  band  council  meeting  Dune  16th,  Doe  Norton 
announced  to  the  40  or  so  people  present  that  he  was  asserting  Mohawk 
sovereignty.  He  was  attacking  Quebec  interference  with  Mohawk 
jurisdiction.  The  next  day  the  press  announced  that  the  Mohawks  are 
asserting  sovereignty  over  the  Montreal  South  Shore,  taking  control  of 
highways,  railways  and  waterways  and  declaring  Kahnawake  a duty  free  zone. 

This  is  Norton's  reaction  to  Quebec's  latest  attempt  to  violate  Canadian 
law  that  affirms  Aboriginal  tax-free  jurisdiction.  The  tobacco  tax  laws 
announced  last  week  are  intended  to  stop  the  sale  of  tax-free  cigarettes  on 
Indigenous  territories  by  collecting  tobacco  taxes  through  the 
manufacturers  rather  than  the  sellers.  It  fails  to  include  any  measure  to 


respect  Canada's  tax-free  jurisdiction  to  tax  on  Aboriginal  territories. 

Doe  Norton  had  previously  admitted  negotiating  a secret  deal  with  the 
Quebec  government  for  Byron  Horn  of  Club  Rez  to  pay  a lower  rate  of  tax  for 
selling  cigarettes.  Though  he  said  this  was  meant  to  take  account  of 
Kahnwake's  independent  jurisdiction , the  negotiation  was  for  one  person, 
not  for  everyone.  Norton  is  diverting  attention  from  his  invitation  to 
Quebec  to  illegally  collect  taxes  on  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory.  Many, 
however,  suspect  his  stance  is  related  to  his  running  for  re-election  in 
Duly.  By  failing  to  adequately  consult  the  people  he  is  taking  a position 
which  is  not  his  to  take. 

Canada  and  Quebec  are  outrageously  abusing  Mohawk,  promoting  the  idea  that 
cigarettes  which  are  being  sold  according  to  Mohawk  laws  are  "contraband". 

As  for  the  sale  of  arms  near  Kahnawake,  why  is  it  in  the  press  at  the  same 
time?  The  gun  purchase  in  question  was  made  in  December  1997.  If  they  had 
a real  concern,  why  did  they  wait  so  long  to  do  something  about  it?  The 
police  are  giving  the  public  a false  impression  that  there  are  arms  in 
Kahnawake.  They  continue  to  push  the  contemptuous  Mohawk  stereotype  they 
have  created.  Kahnawake  is  a peaceful  law-abiding  family-oriented 
community  that  has  seen  its  share  of  Mohawk  bashing.  Men,  women, 
grandparents  and  grandchildren  live  there  with  no  fear  at  all. 

Doe  Norton  is  correct  when  he  says  that  the  Mohawk  Nation  has  a right  to 
take  control  of  its  territory.  But  this  control  must  be  exercised  by  the 
true  traditional  government  that  represents  the  people  and  not  by  the  band 
council  that  represents  the  Canadian  government. 

BACK  TO  BASICS.  The  Indian  Act  band  council  was  illegally  imposed  on 
Kahnawake  by  a Canadian  Government  Order  in  Council  based  on  the  uninformed 
consent  of  14  people.  Canada  reversed  this  number  to  41,  making  it  look 
like  there  was  majority  support.  The  order  in  council  should  have  been 
revoked  following  the  1978  referendum  in  which  a majority  of  the  electors 
voted  to  return  to  the  true  traditional  government  of  the  Mohawk.  Why 
doesn't  the  Canadian  government  respect  democracy?  The  band  council  is 
not  legitimate!  Canada  can  resolve  this  by  respecting  the  will  of  the 
people  and  dealing  with  the  traditional  government  instead  of  the  illegally 
imposed  band  council. 

At  the  band  council  meeting  Norton  said  that  he  was  operating  as  a 
customary  council  but  had  not  asked  Ottawa  to  revoke  the  Order  in  Council 
that  created  the  band  council.  The  Indian  Act  can  only  operate  on  land 
that  has  been  ceded.  Kahnawake  was  never  ceded.  This  means  he  is  either 
operating  under  an  illegally  imposed  band  council  system,  or  he  is 
operating  as  a custom  council  without  revoking  the  order  in  council. 

CANADA  DRAGGING  ITS  FEET.  Why  does  Canada  drag  its  feet  about  the  order  in 
council  that  supports  the  illicit  band  council?  When  can  the  Confederacy 
Council  come  back  so  the  people  are  properly  represented?  Both  Canada  and 
Quebec  could  prevent  confrontations  by  respecting  true  Mohawk  Nation 
jurisdiction.  If  they  continue  to  deal  with  people  like  Doe  Norton,  they 
will  feed  the  desperation  all  Mohawk  feel  about  the  lack  of  recognition  of 
the  laws  of  this  peaceful  nation. 

Norton  violates  the  basis  of  Mohawk  culture.  Women  are  the  titleholders 
of  the  land  at  Kahnawake  and  Doe  Norton  has  not  consulted  the  women  even 
though  his  measures  involve  land  use. 

CANADA  IS  IN  CONFLICT  OF  INTEREST.  Canada  can  diffuse  the  situation  by 
separating  itself  from  the  paternalistic  mistakes  that  were  made  in  the 
past  and  recognize  that  it  is  in  a conflict  of  interest.  Canada  and  the 
Mohawk  should  present  the  jurisdictional  issues  to  an  impartial 
international  mediator,  through  the  United  Nations  or  another  international 
organization . 

REACTION  IN  KAHNAWAKE.  The  press  is  making  it  look  like  the  people  of 
Kahnawake  are  in  favour  of  the  band  council's  actions.  Said  one  person, 
a supporter  of  the  Longhouse,  "This  is  not  so.  Over  80%  are  traditional 
people  who  are  working  towards  reestablishing  the  Longhouse  as  their 
governing  body.  We  are  angry  about  the  Gazette  (Dune  18th)  making  it  sound 
like  traditional  spokesperson,  Karonhiahente  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  Office, 
made  a statement  that  we  support  Doe  Norton's  actions  to  collect  taxes  at 
"toll  booths  and  other  fee  collecting  measures".  This  makes  it  look  like 
there  is  collusion  between  the  Longhouse  and  the  band  council.  As  far  as  I 


know,  the  Longhouse  people  do  not  support  the  band  council.  We  learned  in 
1990  what  happens  when  we  work  together.  To  this  day  Norton  condemns  us 
for  closing  the  bridge  in  1988  and  1990  and  running  a bingo.  Now  they  want 
to  open  up  a casino.  The  people  who  support  the  band  council  system  voted 
against  having  a casino  in  a referendum  in  1994  and  this  vote  still  stands. 
He  constantly  accuses  us  of  causing  civil  unrest.  Now  it  sounds  like  we 
are  forgetting  all  about  the  Great  Law  of  Peace,  our  constitution, 
jeopardizing  everything  we  stand  for.  Supporting  the  band  council  in  any 
way  erodes  our  rights.  Have  they  lost  sight  of  what  this  is  all  about 
the  secret  taxation  agreement  that  Doe  Norton  negotiated  with  the  Quebec 
government  to  bring  Quebec  jurisdiction  onto  Mohawk  territory?" 

The  Mohawk  Nation  Office  states  that  Karonhiakente  was  misquoted  by  the 
Gazette  and  have  issued  a statement  clarifying  their  position  on  taxation. 

MNN:  P.0.  Box  991,  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory  (Quebec,  Canada)  D0L  1B0 
450-635-8696  Fax  450-635-8693  mohawkns@cyberglobe 
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"RE : Draft  Legislation  re  Native  Hawaiian  Status"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Dun  1998  10:15:34  -1000 

From:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub j : Federal  Draft  Legislation  re  Native  Hawaiian  status 
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This  message  is  sent  to  subscribers  of  the  Hawaii  Nation  Info 
service,  featuring  articles,  updates  and  action  alerts  on  Hawaiian 
politics  and  culture,  for  informational  and  educational  purposes  only. 
Contents  represent  the  views  of  author/originator  of  message/article. 

Redistribute  freely.  Un/subscribe:  mailto:info@hawaii-nation.org 
<<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>> 

— begin  forwarded  text 

Date:  Fri,  19  Dun  1998  00:42:39  -1000 

From:  Tony  Castanha  <castanha@hawaii . edu> 

To:  kanakamaoliallies-l@hawaii.edu 
Subject:  IMPORTANT  DRAFT  LEGISLATION 

PLEASE  FORWARD 

Aunty  Clara  Kakalia  has  asked  me  to  post  for  comment,  discussion 
and  action  the  current  draft  proposal  and  legislation  arising  out  of 
Sen.  Inouye's  office.  In  an  earlier  message  to  the  Kanakamaoliallies 
list.  Professor  Boyle  called  the  legislation,  "truly  outrageous  and 
dangerous--treating  you  just  like  Native  Americans,  a one-way  path  to 
extinction.  I would  encourage  you  all  to  start  organizing  against  it." 

The  following  message  is  broken  into  three  parts:  1)  Aunty  Clara's 
letter  to  'Ohana  and  Hawaiian  Organizations;  2)  the  concept  paper  titled, 
"Consideration  of  the  Restoration  of  a Governmental  Entity  which  would 
Represent  the  Native  People  of  Hawaii";  and  3)  the  "Discussion  Draft" 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Aloha,  Tony 
I.  MEMO 

To:  ALL  'OHANA  and/or  HAWAIIAN  ORGANIZATIONS 

FROM:  Clara  L.  Kakalia,  Chair,  Kukahi  Coalition 
Re:  Invitation  to  Participate  in  Meetings 

Kukahi  is  a Coalition  of  bringing  together  all  Hawaiians  and/organ- 
izations to  educate  on  the  values  and  preservation  of  the  Hawaiian 
culture. 

Kukahi  invites  you  to  participate  on  Monday,  Dune  22,  1998,  4:30pm, 
Kaumakapili  Church,  to  review  two  (2)  Documents  entitled  "Concept 
Papers"  and  "Senate  Draft"  legislation  from  Washington,  D.C. 

Please  review  these  enclosed  documents  and  prepare  to  submit  your 
written  comments  on  or  before  Dune  30,  1998. 

On  this  date,  we  will  be  meeting  with  the  author,  Ms.  Patricia  Zell, 
Counsel,  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  from  Washington,  D.C. 

We  look  forward  to  coming  together  of  all  Hawaiian  organizations 
and  'Ohana.  (PLEASE  SPREAD  THE  WORD).  This  Draft  Legislation  will 


impact  all  Hawaiians,  now  and  in  the  future. 


II.  CONCEPT  PAPER:  CONSIDERATION  OF  THE  RESTORATION  OF  A GOVERNMENTAL 
ENTITY  WHICH  WOULD  REPRESENT  THE  NATIVE  PEOPLE  OF  HAWAII 
Discussion 

Over  the  last  ten  years  or  more,  there  has  been  increasing  scrutiny  at 
the  federal  level  of  the  legal  justification  for  the  authorization  of 
federal  programs  designed  to  benefit  Native  Hawaiians  and  for  the 
expenditure  of  federal  funds  to  implement  those  programs. 

Following  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  ruling  in  Adarand  Construct- 
ors, Inc.  v.  Pena,  the  U.S.  Justice  Department  undertook  a review  of 
all  federal  affirmative  action  programs.  It  was  as  a function  of  that 
exercise  that  the  Justice  Department  has  continued  to  urge  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  that  legislation  be  enacted  to  clarify  the  legal 
status  of  Native  Hawaiians. 

In  Adarand,  the  Supreme  Court  held  that  federal  affirmative  action 
programs  that  use  racial  or  ethnic  criteria  as  a basis  for  decision- 
making are  subject  to  strict  judicial  scrutiny.  Accordingly,  if  a 
federal  program  is  based  on  racial  or  ethnic  classifications,  strict 
judicial  scrutiny  requires  that  there  be  evidence  of  A COMPELLING 
GOVERNMENTAL  INTEREST  and  the  governmental  use  of  race  or  ethnicity 
must  be  NARROWLY-TAILORED  to  achieve  the  objective. 

These  requirements  are  not  applicable  to  the  other  native  people  of 
the  United  States  (American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives)  because  the 
Supreme  Court  has  held  that  the  relationship  that  the  United  States 
and  the  Indian  tribes  is  a political  relationship  arising  out  of 
treaties  that  the  United  States  entered  into  with  the  Indian  tribes 
and  the  course  of  dealings  between  governments. 

Thus,  working  within  the  framework  of  the  Supreme  Court's  rulings 
in  this  area,  the  challenge  has  been  and  continues  to  be--how  to  go 
about  establishing  as  a matter  of  federal  law  that  Native  Hawaiians 
have  a comparable  political  relationship  with  the  United  States.  We 
can,  of  course,  document  a course  of  dealings--a  government-to- 
government  relationship- -between  the  government  of  Hawaii  and  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  1893  overthrow.  It  is  the  absence  of  a 
government  representing  the  Native  Hawaiian  people  from  1893  up  and 
through  contemporary  times  that  presents  the  problem. 

While  the  Congress  has  authorized  the  inclusion  of  Native  Hawaiians 
in  laws  that  have  been  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  Native  Americans, 
those  representatives  of  the  Justice  Department  that  have  urged  the 
Committee  to  take  further  steps  to  clarify  the  legal  status  of  Native 
Hawaiians  believe  that  legislation  which  includes  Native  Hawaiians 
in  Native  American  programs  may  not  be  sufficient  to  overcome  a legal 
challenge  to  the  constitutionality  of  any  Act  that  is  designed  to 
benefit  Native  Hawaiians,  should  one  be  brought. 

THUS,  ONE  GOAL  OF  FEDERAL  LEGISLATION  WOULD  BE  TO  CLARIFY  THE  LEGAL 
STATUS  OF  NATIVE  HAWAIIANS. 

A SECOND  OBJECTIVE  FOR  FEDERAL  LEGISLATION  WOULD  BE  TO  PROVIDE  A 
PROCESS  FOR  THE  RESTORATION  OF  RECOGNITION  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
A GOVERNMENT  REPRESENTING  THE  NATIVE  PEOPLE  OF  HAWAII. 

The  thinking  is  that  if  a process  were  to  be  established  in  federal 
law  within  the  next  few  years  while  a congressional  delegation  that 
is  supportive  of  Native  Hawaiian  sovereignty  is  in  office,  that  pro- 
cess would  be  there  (in  federal  law)  to  be  followed  at  whatever  point 
in  time  in  the  future  that  a broad  consensus  is  reached  on  a governing 
entity  that  would  be  authorized  to  represent  the  native  people  of 
Hawaii  in  their  dealings  with  the  United  States. 

Outlined  below  are  considerations  that  might  be  brought  to  bear  in 
determining  how  to  address  these  objectives. 

Clarification  of  the  Legal  Status  of  Native  Hawaiians 

Legislation  clarifying  the  legal  status  of  Native  Hawaiians  could  be 
introduced  with  or  without  addressing  the  matter  of  a process  for  the 
restoration  of  federal  recognition  of  a Native  Hawaiian  governing 
entity. 


The  purpose  of  such  legislation  would  be  to  address  and  resolve  any 
legal  challenge  to  existing  or  future  federal  legislation  enacted  for 
the  benefit  of  Native  Hawaiians,  by  making  clear  that  the  United  States 
recognizes  a political  relationship  with  the  native  people  of  Hawaii, 
arising  out  of  treaties  and  the  course  of  dealings  with  the  Hawaiian 
government  prior  to  the  1893  overthrow. 

Process  for  the  Restoration  of  Federal  Recognition  of  a Native  Hawaiian 
Government 

The  restoration  of  recognition  by  the  United  States  of  a Native  Hawaiian 
government  would  obviously  be  preceded  by  a series  of  organizing  actions 
on  the  part  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  community.  Federal  legislation  would 
typically  address  only  that  point  in  the  process  at  which  a Native 
Hawaiian  governing  body  were  ready  to  petition  the  United  States  for 
recognition.  The  federal  legislation  would  likely  spell  out  what 
criteria  would  be  applied  for  federal  recognition  and  what  action 
would  be  taken  at  the  federal  level  and  by  whom  such  action  would  be 
taken  to  effect  a formal  United  States'  recognition  of  a Native 
Hawaiian  government. 

Consistent  with  the  Federal  policy  of  self-determination  and  self- 
governance,  the  elements  of  organizing  actions  to  form  a Native 
Hawaiian  government  would  be  determined  by  the  Native  Hawaiian 
community. 

Perhaps  a consortium  of  Native  Hawaiian  organizations  would  come 
together  to  organize  the  convening  of  a Native  Hawaiian  constitu- 
tional convention.  That  consortium  would  likely  want  to  address  the 
manner  in  which  delegates  to  a Native  Hawaiian  constitutional  con- 
vention would  be  determined.  If  delegates  to  a convention  were  to 
be  elected--all  the  aspects  associated  with  an  election  of  delegates 
and  the  conduct  of  such  an  election  would  have  to  be  addressed. 

An  earlier  discussion  draft  bill  circulated  by  the  Committee  several 
years  ago  suggested  that  federal  funding  be  made  available  for 
various  activities  associated  with  the  formation  of  a Native  Hawaiian 
government.  If  the  Native  Hawaiian  community  decides  that  federal 
funding  for  these  purposes  would  be  desirable,  the  Committee  could 
prepare  an  amendment  to  the  Native  American  Programs  Act  which  would 
authorize  the  expenditure  of  federal  funds  for  such  purposes.  With 
that  authority  in  place,  appropriations  to  support  organizing 
activities  could  be  sought. 

Assuming  an  election  for  delegates  to  a constitutional  convention 
is  held  and  delegates  are  elected,  would  the  delegates  then  be 
responsible  for  the  planning  and  convening  of  a Native  Hawaiian 
constitutional  convention?  Would  the  original  consortium  of  Native 
Hawaiian  organizations  (assuming  that  one  was  formed  for  this 
purpose)  have  any  remaining  role?  Would  the  consortium  work  with 
the  delegates  on  the  planning  and  convening  of  the  convention? 

Are  there  any  requirements  of  state  law  that  would  apply  to  the 
convening  of  such  a convention? 

A constitutional  convention  would  typically  be  the  forum  in  which 
the  elements  of  a constitution  would  be  decided  upon.  In  addition 
to  addressing  how  a government  is  organized  (i.e.,  legislative, 
judicial  and  executive  branches  or  some  other  form  of  organization), 
a constitution  will  likely  address  the  powers  and  authorities  of  the 
government  to  be  formed.  But  because  a Native  Hawaiian  government 
might  be  authorized  to  exercise  powers  of  government  that  are 
currently  being  exercised  by  the  State  of  Hawaii  and/or  its  political 
subdivisions,  or  by  the  federal  government,  the  question  arises 
whether  the  delegates  to  a constitutional  convention  should  meet 
with  the  representatives  of  the  state  and  federal  governments  to 
discuss  the  possible  parameters  of  the  exercise  of  governmental 
authorities  by  each  of  the  respective  governments,  or  should  such 
meetings  take  place  only  after  the  provisions  of  a constitution 
of  a Native  Hawaiian  government  have  been  decided  upon.  If  a 
constitution  is  adopted  by  the  delegates,  and  amendments  to  the 
constitution  are  determined  to  be  warranted  as  a result  of  meetings 
or  negotiations  with  the  representatives  of  the  state  and  federal 


government,  the  mechanism  for  making  amendments  to  the  constitution 
(prior  to  its  adoption  by  the  larger  Native  Hawaiian  community) 
would  have  to  be  decided  upon. 

Assuming  the  delegates  reach  agreement  on  the  provisions  of  a Native 
Hawaiian  constitution,  would  the  delegates  be  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  a statewide  election  so  that  eligible  voters  (as  determined 
by  the  constitution?)  could  ratify  the  constitution? 

Assuming  the  constitution  is  ratified,  are  the  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention then  responsible  for  convening  an  election  of  representatives 
to  serve  in  the  Native  Hawaiian  government? 

Once  the  governing  body  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  government  is  formed, 
if  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  people  to  secure  the 
recognition  of  the  United  States  of  their  government,  the  process 
for  such  recognition--established  by  earlier  enacted  legislation- - 
could  be  triggered. 

Federal  legislation  would  likely  address:  1)  the  manner  of  filing  a 
petition  for  recognition  (with  the  President  or  the  Congress);  2)  if 
filed  with  the  President,  a determination  by  the  executive  branch  of 
the  U.S.  government  that  certain  threshold  requirements  have  been  met 
(a  constitution  ratified  by  a majority  vote  of  eligible  voters  and 
the  election  of  representatives  to  the  newly-formed  government  by  a 
majority  vote  of  eligible  voters)  before  forwarding  the  petition  to 
the  Congress;  3)  what  action  would  be  required  on  the  part  of  the 
two  houses  of  the  Congress  and  whether  a majority  vote  would  be 
required  for  passage;  and  4)  whether  the  President  would  have  to 
sign  the  petitioning  legislation  into  law  before  formal  recognition 
is  extended  to  the  Native  Hawaiian  government.  Federal  legislation 
would  also  likely  address  those  rights,  responsibilities  and  benefits 
that  would  be  recognized  in  a Native  Hawaiian  government. 

This  concept  paper  clearly  addresses  only  the  broad  "process" 
considerations  associated  with  the  formation  of  a government  which 
would  represent  the  native  people  of  Hawaii.  Considerations  of  a 
land  base  over  which  a Native  Hawaiian  government  would  exercise 
jurisdiction,  and  the  source  of  revenues  to  fund  the  operation  of 
a Native  Hawaiian  government  might  be  addressed  in  the  context  of 
a Native  Hawaiian  constitutional  convention. 

III.  DISCUSSION  DRAFT  IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  - A BILL 

To  recognize  the  political  status  of  the  aboriginal,  indigenous 
people  of  Hawaii  and  to  establish  a process  for  the  restoration  of 
recognition  by  the  United  States  of  a Native  Hawaiian  government. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

SECTION  1.  SHORT  TITLE 

This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  "Native  Hawaiian  Recognition  and 
Restoration  Act" . 

SECTION  2.  CONGRESSIONAL  FINDINGS. 

The  Congress  finds  that-- 

1)  At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  Europeans  in  1778, 
the  Native  Hawaiian  people  lived  in  a highly  organized,  self- 
sufficient,  subsistence  social  system  based  on  communal  land  tenure 
with  sophisticated  language,  culture,  and  religion; 

2)  A unified  monarchical  government  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  was 
established  in  1810  under  Kamahameha  I,  the  first  King  of  Hawaii; 

3)  From  1826  to  1893,  the  United  States  recognized  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Kingdom  of  Hawaii,  extended  full  and  complete  diplomatic 
recognition  to  the  Hawaiian  government,  and  entered  into  treaties  and 
conventions  with  the  Hawaiian  government  in  1826,  1842,  1850  and  1887 
to  govern  commerce  and  navigation; 

4)  On  January  14,  1893,  the  United  States  Minister  assigned  to 
the  sovereign  and  independent  Kingdom  of  Hawaii  conspired  with  a small 
group  of  non-Hawaiian  residents  of  the  Kingdom  of  Hawaii,  including 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  overthrow  the  indigenous  and  lawful 


government  of  Hawaii; 

5)  In  pursuance  of  the  conspiracy  to  overthrow  the  government  of 
Hawaii,  the  United  States  Minister  and  the  naval  representatives  of  the 
United  States  caused  armed  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  to  invade 
the  sovereign  Hawaiian  nation  on  Danuary  16,  1893,  and  to  position 
themselves  near  the  Hawaiian  government  buildings  and  the  Iolani 
Palace; 

6)  On  lanuary  17,  1893,  a Committee  of  Safety  representing  the 
American  and  European  sugar  planters,  descendants  of  missionaries,  and 
financiers  deposed  the  Hawaiian  monarchy  and  proclaimed  the  establish- 
ment of  a Provisional  Government; 

7)  The  United  States  Minister  thereupon  extended  diplomatic 
recognition  to  the  Provisional  Government  that  was  formed  by  the 
conspirators  without  the  consent  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  people  or 
the  lawful  government  of  Hawaii  in  violation  of  treaties  between  the 
two  nations  and  of  international  law  and  on  February  1,  1893,  pro- 
claimed Hawaii  to  be  a protectorate  of  the  United  States; 

8)  In  a message  to  Congress  on  December  18,  1893,  President 
Grover  Cleveland  reported  fully  and  accurately  on  the  illegal  acts 
of  the  conspirators  and  concluded  that  a "substantial  wrong  had  thus 
been  done  which  a due  regard  for  our  national  character  as  well  as 
the  rights  of  the  injured  peoples  requires  we  should  endeavor  to 
repair"  and  called  for  the  restoration  of  the  Hawaiian  government; 

9)  Notwithstanding  President  Cleveland's  message  to  Congress, 
on  Duly  4,  1894,  the  Provisional  Government  declared  itself  to  be 
the  Republic  of  Hawaii  and  on  Duly  7,  1898,  President  McKinley 
thereafter  signed  the  Newlands  Doint  Resolution  that  provided  for 
the  annexation  of  Hawaii; 

10)  Through  the  Newlands  Resolution,  the  self-declared  Republic 
of  Hawaii  ceded  sovereignty  over  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  United 
States  and  ceded  1,800,000  acres  of  crown,  government  and  public 
lands  of  the  Kingdom  of  Hawaii  without  the  consent  of  or  compensation 
to  the  Native  Hawaiian  people  or  their  sovereign  government; 

11)  Through  the  Newlands  Resolution,  the  Congress  ratified  the 
cession  of  lands,  annexed  Hawaii  as  part  of  the  United  States  and 
vested  title  to  the  ceded  lands  in  the  United  States; 

12)  On  August  21,  1959,  Hawaii  became  the  50th  State  of  the 
United  States; 

13)  The  Native  Hawaiian  people  never  directed  relinquished  their 
claims  to  their  inherent  sovereignty  as  a people  and  over  their 
national  lands  to  the  United  States,  either  through  their  monarchy 
or  through  a plebiscite  or  referendum; 

14)  The  Native  Hawaiian  people  are  determined  to  preserve, 
develop  and  transmit  to  future  generations  their  ancestral  ter- 
ritory and  their  cultural  identity  in  accordance  with  their  own 
spiritual  and  traditional  beliefs,  customs,  practices,  language 
and  social  institutions; 

15)  The  authority  of  Congress  under  the  Constitution  to  legislate 
in  matters  affecting  the  indigenous  people  of  the  United  States 
includes  the  authority  to  address  matters  affecting  Native  Hawaiians; 

16)  Through  treaties.  Federal  statutes  and  rulings  of  the 
Federal  courts,  the  United  States  has  recognized  and  reaffirmed 
that  the  political  status  of  Native  Hawaiians  is  comparable  to  that 
of  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives,  and  that  the  aboriginal, 
indigenous  people  of  the  United  States  have  a continuing  right  of 
self-determination  and  self-governance  that  has  never  been  extin- 
guished; and 

17)  The  political  relationship  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Native  Hawaiian  people  has  been  recognized  and  reaffirmed  by  the 
United  States  as  evidenced  by  the  inclusion  of  Native  Hawaiians  in 
the  Native  American  Programs  Act  of  1974,  the  American  Indian 
Religious  Freedom  Act,  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 
Act,  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act, 
the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act,  the  Native  American  Languages 


Act,  the  American  Indian,  Alaska  Native  and  Native  Hawaiian  Culture 
and  Arts  Development  Act,  the  lob  Training  and  Partnership  Act  and 
the  Older  Americans  Act  of  1965. 

SECTION  3.  STATEMENT  OF  PURPOSE 
The  purposes  of  this  Act  are-- 

1)  to  clarify  and  recognize  the  political  status  of  the 
aboriginal,  indigenous  people  of  Hawaii; 

2)  to  recognize  the  right  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  people,  as 
indigenous,  aboriginal  people  of  the  United  States,  to  exercise  self- 
determination  and  self-governance; 

3)  to  provide  a process  for  the  recognition  by  the  United  States 
of  the  inherent  sovereignty  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  people; 

4)  to  provide  a process  for  the  restoration  of  recognition  by  the 
United  States  of  a Native  Hawaiian  government  within  the  framework  of 

the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  purposes  of  achieving  self-determination 
and  protecting  and  enhancing  Native  Hawaiian  language,  culture,  resources 
and  religious  practices;  and 

5)  to  reaffirm  the  government-to-government  relationship  between 
the  Native  Hawaiian  people  and  the  United  States. 

SECTION  4.  DEFINITIONS. 

For  purposes  of  this  Act,  the  term-- 

1)  "Native  Hawaiian"  means  any  individual  who  is  a descendant  of 
the  aboriginal  people  who,  prior  to  1778,  occupied  and  exercised 
sovereignty  in  the  area  that  now  constitutes  the  State  of  Hawaii; 

2)  "Native  Hawaiian  government"  means  the  government  organized  by 
the  Native  Hawaiian  people. 

SECTION  5.  RECOGNITION. 

The  United  States  recognizes  and  reaffirms-- 

1)  the  inherent  sovereignty  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  people  which 
has  never  been  extinguished; 

2)  the  right  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  people  to  exercise  self- 
determination  and  self-governance;  and 

3)  that  the  native  people  of  Hawaii  have  the  same  legal  and 
political  status  as  the  other  aboriginal,  indigenous  people  of  the 
United  States. 

SECTION  6.  ORGANIZATION. 

In  recognition  of  their  inherent  sovereignty,  the  Native  Hawaiian 
people  shall  have  the  right  to  organize  a Native  Hawaiian  government 
for  their  common  welfare,  and  may  adopt  an  appropriate  constitution, 
which  shall  become  effective  when  ratified  by  a majority  vote  of 
those  persons  eligible  to  vote  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution . 

SECTION  7.  PETITION  FOR  RECOGNITION. 

a)  The  Native  Hawaiian  government  formed  pursuant  to  section  6 

of  this  Act  shall  be  authorized  to  present  a petition  to  the  President 
and  the  Congress  for  formal  extension  of  recognition  by  the  United 
States  to  the  Native  Hawaiian  government; 

b)  Upon  receipt  of  the  petition  for  recognition  of  the  Native 
Hawaiian  government,  the  President  shall  promptly  forward  such  petition 
to  the  Congress,  along  with  any  reports  or  recommendations  he  may  deem 
appropriate; 

c)  The  petition  for  the  recognition  by  the  United  States  of  the 
Native  Hawaiian  government  shall  be  adopted- - 

1)  upon  a vote  by  the  majority  of  those  members  of  the  United 
States  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  voting  to  authorize 
the  recognition  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  government;  and 

2)  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
approving  the  petition. 


SECTION  8.  RIGHTS  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES. 


Upon  adoption  of  the  petition  adopted  by  the  Congress  under  section 
7 of  this  Act  and  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
United  States  shall  recognize  the  authority  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  govern- 
ment to  exercise  those  rights  and  responsibilities  contained  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  government,  including  the  right  to 
self-determination  and  self-governance. 


[ Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  [ 

I info@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org  j 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

— "RE:  Camp  Ipperwash  Deal"  
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
DEAL  TO  BE  SIGNED  ON  CAMP  IPPERWASH 
Sarnia  Observer,  Dune  17,  1998 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

SARNIA,  Ont.  (CP)  - The  federal  government  and  the  areas  aboriginals  will 
sign  a proposed  deal  worth  $26.3  million  Thursday  to  return  land  taken  from 
the  natives  by  Ottawa  during  the  Second  World  War.  It's  hoped  the  deal, 
which  requires  ratification  by  members  of  the  Kettle  and  Stoney  Point 
bands,  will  end  the  dispute  over  Lake  Hurons  Camp  Ipperwash  in  southwestern 
Ontario. 

"I  think  it  will  be  a positive  thing  for  the  community,"  said  Bill  Graham, 
mayor  of  nearby  Bosanquet.  "We've  been  waiting  a long  time  for  some  sort  of 
proposal  to  come  forward.  I'm  happy  to  see  them  come  to  an  arrangement  that 
the  native  community  can  live  with  and  that  this  be  put  to  bed  once  and  for 
all." 

Along  with  Camp  Ipperwash 's  return  would  comes  millions  of  dollars  in 
individual  and  community  compensation  and  services  for  the  native 
community. 

Indian  Affairs  Minister  Dane  Stewart,  who  arrived  at  Kettle  and  Stoney 
Point  Wednesday,  had  asked  for  a gag  order  to  prevent  the  specifics  of  the 
deal  from  being  leaked.  But  a band  source  who  attended  a meeting  on  the 
proposed  deal  Tuesday  told  the  Sarnia  Observer  said  the  terms  were 
basically  unchanged  from  an  agreement  reached  Danuary  after  two  years  of 
negotiations  between  Ottawa  and  the  native  groups.  Details  of  that  deal 
were  leaked  to  the  media. 

The  agreement  in  principle  includes  $12.9  million  to  rebuild  the  native 
community  at  Stoney  Point,  individual  compensation  for  band  members  ranging 
from  $157,000  to  $405,000  and  $3  million  for  a trust  fund,  the  source  told 
the  newspaper. 

The  band  member  said  the  latest  agreement  is  "garbage." 

"This  negotiating  team  has  spent  over  $2  million  but  they  have  never 
included  the  actual  membership,  until  last  night.  They  came  up  with  the 
same  figure  they  offered  in  the  beginning  in  Danuary,"  the  band  member  told 
the  paper.  "I  think  people  were  really  shocked  because  they  (council)  are 
dictating.  No  one  will  have  a say." 

No  one  involved  in  striking  the  tentative  agreement  would  comment. 

The  deal  could  also  pave  the  way  for  Ottawa  to  try  and  negotiate  the 
transfer  of  nearby  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park,  where  provincial  police  shot 
and  killed  native  protester  Dudley  George  during  a 1995  confrontation. 

Stoney  Point  Reserve,  established  by  the  British  Crown  in  1827,  was 
expropriated  by  the  federal  government  under  the  War  Measures  Act  in  1942. 


Eighteen  families  were  relocated  to  Kettle  Point  and  promised  the  return  of 
their  2,211  acre  homeland  after  the  Second  World  War  but  the  promise  was 
never  kept.  In  1980,  the  federal  government  paid  Kettle  Point  $2.5  million 
for  use  of  Camp  Ipperwash. 

On  May  5,  1993,  a handful  of  natives  moved  onto  Camp  Ipperwash  and  shared 
the  land  with  military  forces  for  more  than  two  years. 

The  military  abandoned  the  base  in  Duly  1995. 


More  information  on  Aazhoodena  (Stoney  Point): 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Ipperwash/00arcmai . html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 
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EX-YUKON  LEADER  TO  REPRESENT  BC  IN  TREATY  TALKS 
Vancouver  Sun,  Dune  18,  1998,  by  Stewart  Bell 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Former  Yukon  government  leader  Tony  Penikett  has  been  assigned  to 
represent  B.C.  in  discussions  with  Canada  and  First  Nations  over  the  future 
of  treaties,  sources  said  Wednesday. 

Although  his  appointment  has  not  yet  been  officially  announced,  an 
official  at  the  aboriginal  affairs  ministry  confirmed  Penikett  had  been 
asked  to  help  with  government  treaty  efforts. 

Penikett,  a New  Democrat  who  led  the  Yukon  territory  until  1992,  will  make 
his  debut  in  his  new  role  today  at  a meeting  at  the  Vancouver  offices  of 
the  department  of  Indian  affairs. 

"If  the  news  of  his  appointment  is  correct,  it's  good  news,"  said  Indian 
affairs  regional  director  Dohn  Watson,  adding  Penikett  was  well-versed  in 
treaty  issues  due  to  his  role  in  the  Yukon. 

Penikett 's  appointment  coincides  with  the  departure  of  Bob  Plecas  as  the 
premier's  representative  in  talks  that  aim  to  salvage  B.C.'s  treaty-making 
process,  which  has  been  in  turmoil  since  a 1997  court  decision  broadened 
the  scope  of  aboriginal  land  rights. 

Penikett  left  the  Yukon  in  1995  to  take  a job  as  senior  policy  adviser 
for  the  NDP  government  in  Saskatchewan.  Last  year.  Premier  Glen  Clark  made 
him  B.C.'s  chief  negotiator  in  contract  talks  with  government  employees. 
Penikett  will  continue  in  his  role  in  the  union  negotiations.  He  could  not 
be  reached  Wednesday. 


For  more  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  Process,  see: 
http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt .html 
http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/switlo . html 
Letters  to  the  Vancouver  Sun  - mailto:sunletters@pacpress.southam.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 
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BISHOP  O'CONNOR  AVOIDS  RAPE  TRIAL  VIA  "HEALING  CIRCLE" 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  They  are  provided  for  reference  only.] 

1.  Finally,  he  confesses 

2.  Victim  sheds  cloak  of  shame 

3.  Healing  circle  built  on  respect  and  equality 

4.  Healing  - or  vicious  - circle? 


FINALLY,  HE  CONFESSES 

A Roman  Catholic  bishop  apologizes  for  his  sins,  and  a proud  native  woman 
can  start  putting  the  past  behind  her 

The  Province,  Dune  18,  1998,  by  Barbara  McLintock,  Victoria  Bureau 

Bishop  Hubert  O'Connor  publicly  confessed  and  apologized  for  the  pain  he 
caused  his  victims  more  than  three  decades  ago. And  with  that,  the 
highest-ranking  Roman  Catholic  ever  to  be  charged  with  sex  offences  ended 
up  free  of  criminal  charges. 

In  an  unprecedented  move,  the  Crown  and  defence  lawyers,  the  victim, 
native  leaders  and  O'Connor  agreed  to  a traditional  native  healing  circle 
instead  of  another  round  of  trials  and  appeals.  The  circle  took  place  at 
Alkali  Lake,  near  Williams  Lake,  on  Monday  and  ended  with  about  70  members 
of  the  native  community  cramming  into  the  community  hall  to  hear  formal 
apologies  from  O'Connor  and  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Assistant  deputy  attorney-general  Ernie  Quantz  said  yesterday  the  O'Connor 
settlement  must  not  be  considered  a precedent  for  other  cases.  "This  was  an 
exceptional  case,"  said  Quantz,  adding  that  the  policy  is  to  prosecute  in 
all  sex-offence  cases  where  there's  a reasonable  likelihood  of  conviction. 

But  in  O'Connor's  case  the  court  proceedings  have  dragged  on  for  more  than 
seven  years.  Quantz  also  noted  O'Connor  has  served  six  months  in  jail  and 
would  return  to  jail  for  little  time  even  if  reconvicted,  there's  no 
guarantee  the  Crown  would  win  another  appeal  or  trial,  and  victim  Marilyn 
Belleau  and  her  family  preferred  the  healing-circle  approach. 

Belleau,  who's  told  her  story  three  times  in  court,  said  she  wasn't  sure 
"if  I would  have  had  the  strength  or  the  energy  to  go  through  it  all 
again."  She  said  she  was  frustrated  that  the  court  system  dealt  only  in  the 
facts  and  never  let  her  express  to  O'Connor  her  feelings  about  the  pain  he 
had  caused  her. 

Her  sister-in-law,  Charlene  Belleau,  said  the  band  --  long  known  for  its 
pioneering  tradition  of  sobriety  and  healing  --  felt  the  need  for  the 
healing  circle  so  all  involved  could  move  on.  A circle  based  on  trust, 
respect  and  honesty,  she  said,  was  "one  of  the  most  painful  and  fearful 
processes  O'Connor  has  ever  had  to  go  through,"  probably  more  so  than 
another  trial. 

O'Connor's  lawyer,  Chris  Considine,  said  the  70-year-old  bishop,  who  is  in 
failing  health,  "found  it  very,  very  difficult"  but  did  feel  a greater 
sense  of  peace  once  it  was  over.  Quantz,  who  said  he  found  the  circle  a 
powerful  and  moving  experience,  said  the  challenge  now  is  to  find  ways  to 
bring  that  type  of  experience  into  the  criminal  justice  system,  "not  as  an 
alternative  to  it,  but  as  a part  of  it." 

'I  AM  SO  SORRY  ...  I WILL  DO  PENANCE  UNTIL  I DIE' 

Here  is  the  full  text  of  Bishop  Hubert  O'Connor's  apology: 

"I  have  listened  and  heard.  I only  wish  that  we  had  had  this  opportunity 
eight  years  ago.  I have  had  a very  difficult  time,  and  I believe  this 
process  will  start  the  necessary  healing.  I am  so  sorry.  I want  to 
apologize  for  my  breach  as  a priest  and  my  unacceptable  behavior,  which  was 


totally  wrong.  I took  a vow  of  chastity  and  I broke  it.  I apologize  for  the 
harm  I have  done.  I have  and  will  continue  to  do  my  penance  until  I die, 
both  in  the  community  and  before  God. 

"I  have  come  here  today  to  apologize  for  the  harm  I have  done  in  the  hopes 
that  there  will  be  a healing  of  the  rifts  between  our  communities,  not 
because  I have  to  but  because  I want  to.  Our  views  of  the  case  may  be 
different,  but  I know  that  it  is  time  to  bring  us  together  and  to  heal.  You 
(Marilyn)  have  spoken  about  your  anger  and  your  sorrow,  and  I respect  what 
you  have  said.  It  is  a very  important  step  for  both  of  us  and  our 
communities  to  help  start  healing. 

"I  now  realize  there  were  incidents  and  events  that  occurred  at  the 
residential  schools  that  were  wrong.  But  it  was  not  all  bad.  Please 
remember  the  good  things  as  well:  The  pipe  band,  the  academic  education, 
the  good  work  of  many  of  the  priests  and  nuns.  Do  not  condemn  them  because 
of  the  conduct  of  myself  and  others. 

"I  trust  that  the  meeting  today  will  be  a step  forward  in  healing  between 
the  complainants  and  myself." 


VICTIM  SHEDS  CLOAK  OF  SHAME: 

Healing  circle  eases  the  pain  of  sexual  abuse 
The  Province,  Dune  18,  1998,  by  Barbara  McLintock 

Marilyn  Belleau  is  a victim  no  longer. 

She  has  chosen  to  be  publicly  identified  as  a victim  of  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  Hubert  O'Connor  as  the  last  symbolic  step  to  show  her  freedom  from 
the  sexual  abuse  that  has  haunted  her  for  30  years. 

"I  don't  feel  that  shame  any  more,"  Belleau  told  The  Province.  "That 
cloak  of  shame,  I've  let  go  of  that." 

On  Monday,  the  51-year-old  woman  participated  in  a seven-hour  traditional 
native  healing  circle  with  O'Connor,  justice  officials  and  native  leaders 
in  her  home  community  of  Alkali  Lake,  south  of  Williams  Lake.  She 
confronted  O'Connor  face-to-face  and  told  him  how  wrong  what  he  did  was, 
and  the  years  of  pain  and  suffering  it  caused  her.  She  also  heard  apologies 
from  him  and  from  the  Catholic  Church,  which  ran  the  St.  Doseph's 
residential  school  that  O'Connor  headed. 

"I  came  out  of  it  feeling  really  much  lighter,"  said  Belleau. 

Her  friend  Irene  Dohnson  noted  that  after  the  ceremony,  Belleau  looked 
more  relaxed  "than  I've  seen  you  in  years." 

Belleau  said  she'd  expected  to  be  anxious  going  into  the  circle  but 
quickly  realized  O'Connor  was  much  more  uncomfortable.  "He  kept  saying  so 
many  times  'I'm  sorry, '"  she  recalled.  "I  felt  like  sorry  wasn't  enough, 
but  I don't  know  what  else  he  could  have  said." 

O'Connor  never  admitted  to  raping  her  --  although  the  one  charge  that 
remained  outstanding  against  him  was  that  of  rape  --  but  acknowledged  it 
was  wrong  to  have  a sexual  relationship  with  Belleau  when  she  was  only  18, 
working  in  the  school  office,  and  he  was  her  boss  and  previous  school 
principal . 

For  Belleau,  that  was  enough.  The  healing  circle,  she  said,  was  the 
culmination  of  several  years  of  working  to  overcome  the  legacy  of  the 
residential  school  --  not  only  the  sexual  abuse  but  also  the  years  of  loss 
of  culture,  loss  of  language,  loss  of  traditions. 

She  has  received  counselling  and  has  also  learned  from  participating  in 
traditional  native  spiritual  ceremonies  such  as  sweat  lodges  and  singing. 
She  has  received  support  from  women  in  Alkali  and  throughout  the  native 
community. 

"It  served  me  well,"  she  concluded.  "I  wanted  to  do  this  at  this  time  in 
my  life.  It  was  really  empowering  for  me." 

BISHOP'S  FALL  FROM  GRACE 

Bishop  Hubert  O'Connor  was  principal  of  St  Doseph's  residential  school  at 
Williams  Lake  from  1961  to  1967.  He  was  appointed  Bishop  of  Prince  George 
in  1986,  but  resigned  in  1991  when  the  sex  charges,  relating  to  his  years 
at  the  school,  were  laid. 

1989:  Police  investigation  into  allegations  begins. 

1991:  O'Connor  ordered  to  stand  trial  on  four  charges. 

Dune  1992:  First  B.C.  Supreme  Court  trial  begins. 


December  1992:  Trial  stayed  on  grounds  Crown  had  not  made  proper 
disclosures  to  defence  about  counselling  records  of  the  complainants. 

1994:  B.C.  Court  of  Appeal  grants  the  Crown  appeal  of  that  decision  and 
orders  a new  trial. 

1995:  O'Connor  loses  appeal  to  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  that  stay  should  be 
allowed . 

Duly  1996:  O'Connor's  second  trial  takes  place.  He  is  convicted  of  rape 
and  indecent  assault  and  sentenced  to  a total  of  2 1/2  years.  He  is 
acquitted  of  the  other  two  charges. 

1996-97:  O'Connor  serves  6 1/2  months  before  being  released  on  bail 
pending  another  appeal. 

March  1998:  B.C.  Court  of  Appeal  changes  the  conviction  on  the 
indecent-assault  charge  to  an  acquittal,  and  orders  a third  trial  on  the 
rape  charge  on  the  grounds  the  judge  did  not  apply  correct  legal  tests  in 
determining  guilt. 

Dune  1998:  Complainant  Marilyn  Belleau,  the  native  community.  Crown  and 
defence  agree  to  a native  healing  circle  as  an  alternative  to  yet  another 
appeal  or  trial. 


HEALING  CIRCLE  BUILT  ON  RESPECT  AND  EQUALITY 
The  Province,  Dune  18,  1998,  by  Barbara  McLintock 

The  healing  circle  is  a traditional  native  ceremony  designed  to  allow  a 
wrongdoer  to  be  held  accountable  for  his  actions  to  the  victim  and  the 
community. 

One  of  the  keys  of  the  circle,  says  Alkali  Lake  co-ordinator  Charlene 
Belleau,  is  that  everyone  who  feels  he  or  she  needs  to  speak  can  do  so  for 
as  long  as  he  wishes,  and  everyone  will  be  listened  to  with  respect  and 
without  interruption . "In  a circle,  there  is  no  hierarchy;  everyone  is 
equal,"  she  said. 

A healing  circle  opens  with  a sacred  ceremony  and  is  led  by  an  elder  who 
ensures  a respectful  tone  is  maintained. 

In  the  Hubert  O'Connor  case,  the  circle  was  divided  into  three  parts.  In 

the  first  and  smallest  circle,  victim  Marilyn  Belleau  confronted  O'Connor 

with  her  feelings  about  the  wrong  he  had  done,  and  O'Connor  apologized.  A 
total  of  38  people  participated  in  the  next  phase,  in  which  members  of  the 
victim's  family  and  native  elders  also  talked  about  the  pain  they'd 
suffered,  not  just  from  O'Connor's  actions  but  also  from  the 
residential-school  system.  O'Connor  then  had  a chance  to  reply  and 
apologized  to  them.  In  the  final  phase,  more  community  members  joined  the 
circle  to  hear  formal,  written  apologies  from  O'Connor  and  from  Bishop 

Derry  Wiesner  on  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  circle  then 

closed  with  native  songs,  drumming  and  prayers. 


HEALING  - OR  VICIOUS  - CIRCLE? 

Furore  rises  over  native  rite  that  freed  Bishop  Hubert  O'Connor  from  a 
third  rape  trial 

The  Province,  Dune  19,  1998,  by  Suzanne  Fournier  and  Barbara  McLintock 

B.C.  aboriginal  women  and  victims'  assistance  groups  are  angry  at  Bishop 
Hubert  O'Connor's  use  of  a native  healing  circle  to  "escape"  a third  trial 
for  rape. 

On  the  steps  of  the  downtown  Vancouver  courthouse,  several  women's  groups 
said  yesterday  they  feel  "betrayed"  by  B.C.  Attorney-General  Ujjal  Dosanjh 
for  breaking  a promise  not  to  use  native  healing  circles  or  "alternative 
justice"  for  serious  sex  offenders.  And  a coalition  of  victims'  assistance 
groups  said  the  diversion  of  one  of  Canada's  most  notorious  sexual-assault 
cases  to  a "healing  circle"  sends  a devastating  message  to  victims. 

"The  use  of  alternative  measures  for  a case  of  such  magnitude  as  this  is  a 
frightening  one,"  said  Greta  Smith,  of  the  B.C. /Yukon  Society  of  Transition 
Houses.  "The  underlying  message  that  is  now  being  conveyed  to  the  women  of 
B.C.  is  that  sexual  assault  and  violence  against  women  [are]  not  being 
taken  seriously  by  our  government." 

Smith  said  O'Connor,  the  highest-ranking  Roman  Catholic  in  Canada  to  be 
convicted  of  a sexual  offence,  escaped  a third  trial  "with  a simple  apology 
for  breaking  his  vow  of  chastity.  He  failed  to  acknowledge  guilt,  thus 
leaving  him  without  a criminal  record  for  rape,  a criminal  offence." 


All  the  women  who  spoke  emphasized  their  respect  and  compassion  for  Alkali 
Lake  Chief  Marilyn  Belleau,  who  was  impregnated  as  a teenager  by  O'Connor. 

Debra  Bell,  co-ordinator  of  B.C.'s  only  provincially  funded  native  women's 
sexual-assault  centre,  said:  "We  honor  the  First  Nations  women  who  had  the 
courage  to  report  the  actions  of  a prominent  and  powerful  Catholic  bishop 
and  we  understand  their  decision  not  to  suffer  through  a third  trial."  But 
Bell  charged  "O'Connor  was  just  using  our  aboriginal  culture  for  personal 
advantage,  which  is  ironic  after  he  spent  his  career  as  a Catholic  trying 
to  destroy  our  'pagan'  spirituality." 

Viola  Thomas,  president  of  the  United  Native  Nations,  said:  "Both  the 
lower-court  judge  and  the  parole  board  said  Bishop  O'Connor  appeared  to 
have  nothing  but  contempt  for  his  victims,  so  how  can  a healing  circle 
magically  erase  30  years  of  him  inflicting  pain  without  remorse?" 

But  assistant  deputy  attorney-general  Ernie  Quantz  insisted  the  O'Connor 
case  is  "unique"  and  that  "alternative  measures"  such  as  healing  circles  as 
opposed  to  prosecution  will  normally  not  be  considered  in  sexual-abuse 
cases . 

Belleau  and  several  other  Shuswap  women  have  filed  a civil  suit  against 
O'Connor,  the  Catholic  church  and  the  federal  government  over  sexual  abuse. 

Quantz  said  the  ministry  consulted  Belleau ' s lawyer  to  ensure  she  wouldn't 
lose  any  rights  to  a civil  lawsuit  before  agreeing  to  the  healing  circle. 
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"RE : Nisga'a  Deal  to  Wrap  Up  Within  Weeks"  
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Sub j : Nisga'a  "treaty"  within  weeks? 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NISGA'A  DEAL  TO  WRAP  UP  WITHIN  WEEKS 

Globe  and  Mail,  Dune  16,  1998,  Page  A6,  by  Robert  Matas 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Vancouver  - BC  Premier  Glen  Clark  says  he  expects  federal,  provincial 
and  Nisga'a  negotiators  to  complete  their  work  on  a treaty  within  weeks, 
clearing  the  way  for  a debate  this  summer  that  the  Premier  believes  could 
be  hostile  and  divisive. 

With  only  a few  items  left  on  the  table,  the  Nisga'a  negotiating  team 
headed  for  Ottawa  yesterday  for  private  talks  with  federal  officials.  A 
federal  Indian  Affairs  official  said  in  Vancouver  yesterday  the  negotiators 
are  "well  positioned"  to  close  the  deal  within  the  next  few  weeks.  An 
agreement  with  the  Nisga'a  first  nation  will  be  British  Columbia's  first 
treaty  with  an  Indian  group  since  it  entered  confederation. 

Mr.  Clark  has  expressed  worry  that  the  deal  could  spark  turbulent 
disagreement  between  those  who  oppose  the  settlement  and  those  who  support 
it.  He  appealed  yesterday  to  several  religious  leaders  to  speak  to  people 
about  the  history  of  treaty  negotiations  and  related  moral  issues.  Federal 
and  provincial  governments  and  leaders  of  the  Nisga'a  have  been  involved  in 
talks  about  the  legal  language  of  a settlement  since  March,  1996,  when  they 
reached  an  agreement  in  principle  that  would  give  the  Nisga'a  a 1,  930 
kilometre  tract  of  land,  $190-million  and  a measure  of  self-government. 

Once  the  negotiators  finish  their  work,  the  treaty  must  be  ratified  by 


Parliament , the  provincial  government  and  the  Nisga'a.  At  a meeting  three 
weeks  ago,  more  than  90  per  cent  of  the  Nisga'a  people  expressed  support 
for  the  agreement. 

Mr.  Clark  said  in  an  interview  that  he  does  not  expect  religious  leaders  to 
preach  in  support  of  the  contentious  deal.  But  said  he  hopes  they  will 
engage  their  audiences  in  "respect  for  genuine  dialogue"  and  discussion 
about  the  ethical  issues  relating  to  Indian  land  claims.  Mr.  Clark  added 
that  he  is  determined  "to  make  a difference  on  this  issue"  and  expects 
negotiations  will  be  completed  "real  soon".  "I  think  it's  a question  of 
justice  and  ethics  and  morality,"  he  said,  "and  I think  there  is  an 
important  role  for  spiritual  leaders  to  play  in  that  debate."  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  Adam  Exner,  of  the  Vancouver  Archdiocese,  said  after 
the  meeting  that  religious  leaders  should  be  involved  in  the  ethical  and 
moral  aspects  of  the  issue  but  avoid  the  politics. 

"People  really  are  not  well-enough  informed  about  it  and  there  are  moral 
aspects  of  these  issues  we  should  talk  about,"  said  the  archbishop. 

Anglican  Archbishop  David  Crawley  said  religious  leaders  should  be  involved 
in  the  educational  process.  "Understanding  overcomes  prejudice,"  he  added. 
However,  Liberal  aboriginal  affairs  critic  Mike  de  long  said  Mr.  Clark  was 
pursuing  a propaganda  campaign  in  his  talks  with  religious  leaders. 


S.I.S.I.S.  is  pleased  to  note  the  BC  NDP  Premier's  concern  with  this 
"question  of  justice,  ethics  and  morality."  Thousands  of  people  worldwide 
share  these  concerns  with  reference  to  his  government's  involvement  in  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  affair.  Will  Premier  Clark  now  call  for  the  inquiry  they  are 
demanding? 
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Sub j : BC  Forest  Industry  moves  to  Protect  Turf 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
FOREST  INDUSTRY  DOINS  INTERFOR  IN  LOGGING  FIGHT 

Vancouver  Sun,  Dune  19,  1998,  by  Dim  Beatty,  Sun  Legislature  Bureau 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

VICTORIA  --  British  Columbia's  forestry  industry  intervened  Thursday  in 
a B.C.  Supreme  Court  court  case  that  threatens  to  devastate  logging 
operations  across  the  province.  The  case  involves  an  attempt  by  the 
Kitkatla  Indian  band  to  stop  International  Forest  Products  Ltd.  from 
clearcut  logging  in  an  old-growth  forest  just  south  of  Prince  Rupert. 

A week  ago,  the  court  granted  the  Kitkatla  an  interim  injunction  -- 
stopping  all  cutting,  blasting  and  road  building  --  and  the  band  is  seeking 
to  make  the  injunction  permanent.  At  the  heart  of  the  issue  is  whether  the 
Kitkatla  were  properly  consulted  --  as  provided  for  in  the  historic 
Delgamuukw  decision  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  --  before  Interfor 
logging  operations  began  this  spring. 

In  the  Delgamuukw  case,  the  Supreme  Court  found  that  Canadian  Indian  bands 
that  have  not  signed  treaties  are  constitutionally  entitled  to  consultation 


when  governments  are  making  decisions  about  the  use  of  their  traditional 
lands . 

"There  was  a lack  of  consultation  here  and  we  insist  that  we  be  involved/' 
Kitkatla  Chief  Matthew  Hill  said  in  an  interview  . "Our  heritage  and 
cultural  values  are  at  stake.  . . . It's  about  time  our  voices  are  heard." 

As  Interfor  was  defending  itself  Thursday,  saying  it  made  great  efforts  to 
inform  the  Kitkatla  of  its  intentions,  it  was  joined  by  the  Council  Of 
Forest  Industries,  which  said  the  issue  before  the  court  is  much  broader 
than  just  the  Kitkatla  situation.  COFI,  the  umbrella  organization  for  the 
forest  industry,  will  argue  today  that  Interfor' s consultation  process 
meets  the  industry  and  government  standard.  Therefore,  it  said,  forest 
company  operations  could  be  devastated  if  the  court  sides  with  the  Kitkatla 
by  extending  the  injunction.  "It  has  great  importance  to  our  industry," 

COFI  lawyer  Chuck  Willms  said  in  an  interview.  "This  is  the  same 
consultation  process  that  is  taking  place  across  the  province.  If  there's 
something  wrong  with  this  process  it  has  broader  implications." 

The  dispute  centres  around  a pristine  old-growth  forest  about  50 
kilometres  south  of  Prince  Rupert.  The  100-hectare  stand  of  cedar,  spruce, 
fir  and  hemlock  is  hundreds  of  years  old. 

Kitkatla  lawyer  lack  Woodward  said  the  issue  should  be  limited  to  the  100 
hectares  in  question  and  whether  the  band  was  properly  consulted  --  not  the 
wider  issue  of  the  economic  impact  on  the  forestry  industry.  "It's  an 
intimidation  argument  and  it's  unfair  to  First  Nations"  that  go  to  court  to 
protect  their  specific  rights.  Woodward  said  in  an  interview.  The  Kitkatla 
band  claims  the  property  is  culturally  significant  and  may  include  some 
native  artifacts  or  burial  grounds. 

But  Interfor  lawyer  Bill  McNaughton  said  those  claims  are  unfounded. 

"There  are  no  such  items.  They  have  never  been  found,"  McNaughton  told  the 
court,  referring  to  archaeological  surveys  of  the  land.  The  case  continues. 
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- "RE:  Indian  Wars  North  and  South"  
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Sub j : Chretien's  "green  light"  to  Zedillo 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
INDIAN  WARS  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  - Even  in  genocide  Canada  is  polite  Canadian 
Forum,  Dune  1998  by  Tony  Hall 

Canada  was  tugged  more  deeply  into  the  Mexican  government's  undeclared  war 
on  Indian  Country  when  two  of  our  citizens,  Dulie  Marquette  and  Sarah 
Mereille  Baillargeon,  were  expelled  in  mid-April  from  Chiapas.  The  Quebec 
activists  had  gone  to  Mexico's  southernmost  state,  the  site  of  this 
hemisphere's  most  vital  and  politically  volatile  indigenous  resistance 
struggle,  under  the  auspices  of  a Montreal  based  non-governmental 
organization  named  Salut  le  monde.  Once  in  Mexico,  these  dedicated  young 
women  worked  under  the  direction  of  the  Centro  de  Derochos  Humanos  Fray 
Bartolome  de  las  Casas. 

This  church-based  research  centre  takes  its  name  from  the  legendary 
Catholic  priest  who  in  the  mid-16th  century  was  the  first  great  chronicler 
and  critic  of  the  conquistadors'  vast  human  rights  violations.  The 
conquistadors'  object  shared  by  many  of  their  descendants  to  this  day,  was 
to  kill  and  extinguish  a very  old  world  and  establish  themselves  as 
founders  of  a New  World.  On  the  first  of  Danuary  1994,  the  502-year-old 


Indian  struggle  against  extinguishment  was  dramatically  renewed  in  Chiapas 
by  the  Zapatista  Liberation  Army.  Their  armed  assertion  was  timed  to 
coincide  with  the  inauguration  of  the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement. 
The  Mexican  government  clamped  down  hard  on  the  Zapatistas  and  their 
sympathizers.  In  the  kind  of  conflict  often  pitting  Indian  against  Indian, 
many  indigenous  people  were  murdered. 

While  much  of  this  brutality  remains  hidden  from  international  view,  news 
did  emerge  last  December  that  the  Zapatistas'  paramilitary  enemies  had 
killed  45  townsfolk  in  the  village  of  Acteal.  This  crime  of  war  continues  a 
tragically  familiar  tradition  of  US-backed  military  aggression  against 
Indian  Country  in  Central  and  South  America.  Thus,  the  making  of  the  new 
killing  field  at  Acteal  represents  a direct  extension  of  the  anti-Indian 
brutality  brought  to  light  by  Nobel  laureate  Rigoberta  Menchu  by  her 
documenting  the  murderous,  right-wing  elimination  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
largely  Mayan  peoples  in  her  native  Guatemala. 

The  recent  civil  war  in  Guatemala  and  the  current  one  in  neighbouring 
Chiapas,  therefore,  are  closely  connected.  Both  are  animated  by  right-wing 
regimes  bent  on  privatizing  and  concentrating  wealth  against  the  stubborn 
resistance  of  the  same  large  complex  of  Mayan  agriculturalists . In  Mexico, 
Guatemala  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Americas,  the  most 
committed  defenders  of  indigenismo  remain  attached  to  the  collectivist 
orientation  of  aboriginal  land  tenure  in  which  the  integrity  of  virtually 
all  native  cultures  is  rooted. 

It  is  these  facts  of  history  that  created  the  milieu  surrounding  the 
Mexican  government's  expulsion  of  lulie  Marquette  and  Sarah  Baillargeon 
from  Chiapas.  Deported  along  with  these  Canadian  activists  were  10  other 
foreigners  whose  primary  work  was  to  witness,  record  and,  it  is  hoped, 
discourage  the  murder  and  repression  of  Indian  freedom  fighters  and  their 
many  supporters.  The  apparently  official  silence  surrounding  these 
expulsions  speaks  eloquently  about  the  degraded  state  of  international 
diplomacy  in  the  Americas  in  this  increasingly  totalitarian  era  of  global 
corporate  rule.  Indeed,  not  only  did  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien  fail  to 
chastise  the  Mexican  government  for  such  contemptuous  treatment  of  our  own 
Canadian  human  rights  workers,  he  actually  defended  the  actions  of  the 
Mexican  government  after  conferring  personally  with  Mexican  President 
Ernesto  Zedillo. 

In  explaining  his  decision  not  to  make  a diplomatic  issue  of  the  expulsion, 
Chretien  commented  that  Zedillo  was  only  "applying  the  laws  of  his  own 
country."  The  PM  concluded  by  virtually  complimenting  Zedillo  for  his 
government's  supposed  restraint,  saying  the  president  is  even  "blamed  for 
not  being  hard  enough  on  people  who  create  problems  in  Chiapas."  What  is  to 
be  made  of  the  Canadian  PM's  apparent  nudge  and  a wink  to  his  Mexican 
counterpart,  effectively  giving  Zedillo  the  green  light  to  continue 
removing  international  observers  from  Chiapas?  What  I take  from  Chretien's 
position  is  a corresponding  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Canadian  government 
not  to  be  the  subject  of  international  scrutiny  when  repressing  Indians  in 
our  own  backyard.  The  underlying  theme  in  this  tacit  agreement  is  that 
indigenous  peoples  must  be  contained  within  a prison  of  domestic  law  so 
that  they  cannot  challenge  the  very  legitimacy  of  the  primary  instruments 
of  global  corporatism  such  as  NAFTA,  the  World  Trade  Organization  and  the 
proposed  Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas. 

Thus,  Mexico  is  apparently  to  be  left  to  quell  the  Indian  uprising  in 
Chiapas  just  as  Canada  is  to  be  left  to  use  its  own  domestic  instruments  of 
repression  against  Aboriginal  groups  who  have  taken  assertive  stands  to 
protect  their  lands  and  autonomy.  Among  the  most  assertive  of  these  First 
Nations  patriots  in  Canada  have  been  the  Ojibway  Warriors'  Society,  the 
Lubicons,  the  Mohawk  Warriors,  the  Innu,  the  Calgary  Urban  Treaty  Indian 
Alliance,  the  Defenders  of  Haida  Gwaii,  the  Barrier  Lake  Algonquins,  the 
Teme-Augama  Anishinabe,  the  Dene  Nation,  the  lames  Bay  Cree,  the  Defenders 
of  the  Shuswap  Nation  and  the  Peigan  Lonefighters . Moreover,  implicit  in 
the  understanding  between  Mr.  Chretien  and  Mr.  Zedillo  is  a mutual  pact  not 
to  draw  attention  to  past  and  future  casualties  in  the  Americas-wide  war  on 
Indian  Country. 

In  Canada  these  casualties  include  Dudley  George,  the  Ipperwash  martyr  who 
was  downed  in  a peaceful  resistance  to  the  Ontario  government's  right-wing 


extremism,  and  Nelson  Small  Legs  Dr,  the  Blackfoot  activist  who  took  his 
own  life  to  protest  the  Trudeau  government's  failure  to  establish  a 
sufficient  infrastructure  of  social  service  agencies  for  this  country's 
fast-rising  urban  Aboriginal  population.  Chretien's  conversations  with 
Zedillo  were  part  of  the  preparations  for  the  summit  meeting  in  Santiago, 
Chile,  where  34  heads  of  state  gathered  to  set  in  motion  the  creation  of  a 
new  Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas.  Ironically,  just  as  the  Multilateral 
Agreement  on  Investment  (MAI)  negotiations  in  Paris  were  stalling  because 
of  massive  public  hostility,  a modest  replacement  was  being  created  in 
Latin  America  to  more  firmly  integrate  that  part  of  the  world  into  the 
totalitarian  monoculture  of  global  corporate  rule.  A very  clear  indication 
of  the  corrupt  nature  of  these  negotiations  in  Santiago  was  the  lack  of  any 
invited  representative  of  aboriginal  peoples.  Instead,  Mr  Chretien  and  the 
other  33  heads  of  state  stood  together  in  the  tradition  of  Christopher 
Columbus  and  the  conquistadors. 

There  can  be  no  credibility  to  any  invocation  of  a rule  of  law  for  yet 
another  redrawing  of  the  geopolitical  map  of  the  Americas  without  affording 
First  Nations  significant  veto  powers  over  the  process.  Without  this,  we 
can't  expect  genuine  reckoning  with  the  continuing  pattern  of  expropriation 
and  genocide  of  the  First  Nations.  Instead,  we  can  anticipate  a joint 
demonstration  that  nation-states  are  maintaining  their  monopoly  of 
sovereign  jurisdiction  and  thus  subordinating  the  concept  of  Aboriginal 
self-government  into  domestic  frameworks  of  non-Aboriginal  laws  and 
institutions . 

Dean  Chretien  signalled  this  strategy  in  his  speech  at  Santiago.  In  a 
statement  conveniently  bypassing  any  formal  acknowledgment  of  one  of 
history's  most  monumental  and  ruthless  continuing  acts  of  genocide  and 
dispossession,  the  PM  remarked,  "there  are  indigenous  people  throughout  our 
region."  He  added,  "Too  often  they  are  the  most  marginalized  members  of  our 
society."  By  restricting  the  debate  to  a consideration  of  aboriginal 
peoples  in  relationship  to  "our  society,"  Chretien  avoided  addressing  the 
more  basic  question  of  how  First  Nations  are  to  develop  the  political 
levers  needed  to  address  the  requirements  of  their  own  societies.  A similar 
form  of  self-serving  myopia  was  evident  in  the  PM's  failure  to  notice  the 
grave  international  implications  of  the  expulsion  of  Dulie  Marquette  and 
Sarah  Baillargeon  from  the  Indian  killing  fields  of  Chiapas  Mexico. 


Tony  Hall  teaches  Native  American  studies  at  the  University  of  Lethbridge. 
He  can  be  reached  by  email  at:  hall@uleth . ca 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Sub j : Letter  to  UN  High  Commissioner 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Translated  by  Rosalva  Bermudez-Ballin  for  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
ORIGINAL  SENT  BY  GUILLERMO  MICHEL  correspondent  for 
NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS  MEXICO-USA 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Mexico,  D.F.,  Dune  16,  1998. 

Mrs.  Mary  Robinson 

High  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights 

at  the  United  Nations 


Present 

Most  Distinguished  Mrs.  Robinson: 

We,  the  signing  organizations  express  our  firm  support  for  the  assistance 
offer  you  have  made  to  the  Mexican  government  to  fulfill  its  international 
obligations  within  the  context  of  the  serious  crisis  of  human  rights 
suffered  in  the  state  of  Chiapas.  Your  observations  regarding  the 
deterioration  of  human  rights  and  the  need  to  resituate  the  troops  of  the 
Mexican  Army,  which  are  currently  detached  in  the  area,  coincide  fully 
with  that  held  by  ample  sectors  of  Mexican  society,  including  that  of  the 
National  Commission  for  Human  Rights,  whose  highest  official  told  the 
President  of  the  Republic  of  the  need  to  resituate  the  troops. 

We  consider  your  intervention  necessary,  given  the  incapability  the 
Mexican  government  has  shown  to  put  a stop  to  the  serious  and  reiterated 
violations  of  human  rights  in  Chiapas,  which  dangerously  extend  to  the 
states  of  Guerrero,  Oaxaca  and  the  region  of  the  Huasteca,  which  covers 
the  states  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  Hidalgo,  and  Veracruz. 

Given  the  aforementioned  issues,  we  request  your  visit  to  Mexico,  as  a 
mission  of  the  High  Commissioner,  to  verify  what  various  human  rights 
organizations  have  stated  regarding  the  situation  of  those  rights  in  the 
country. 

Similarly,  we  manifest  our  disagreement  with  the  premature 
disqualification  made  by  the  Mexican  government  regarding  your 
declarations.  To  state  that  you  are  not  well  informed  is  equivalent  to 
saying  that  the  decisions  taken  inside  the  United  Nations  Organization  are 
rash  and  not  very  objective. 

Finally,  we  wish  to  express  our  satisfaction  for  the  increasing 
attention  the  international  community  has  placed  in  our  country;  this  will 
surely  contribute  significantly  in  preventing  the  continuation  of  serious 
violations  of  human  rights,  and  will  undoubtedly  constitute  an  important 
support  for  Mexico  in  its  attempt  to  become  a country  where  the  law  is 
respected,  especially  regarding  the  most  fundamental  rights. 

Anticipating  your  response,  we  remain. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Christian  Action  for  the  Abolition  of  Torture  (ACAT) 

Social  and  Cultural  Studies  Center,  Antonio  de  Montesionos,  A.C.(CAM) 

Human  Rights  Center  "Francisco  de  Vitoria"  0.  P. 

Mexican  Commission  for  the  Defense  and  Promotion  of  Human 
Rights,  A. C . (CMDPDH) 

Tabasco  Human  Rights  Committee  (CODEHUTAB) 

Convergence  of  Civil  Organisms  for  democracy 

Civil  Mission  for  Peace 

Citizen  Movement  for  Democracy  (MCD) 

Peace  and  Dustice  Service 
Indigenous  Mixe  People  Services 

Mexican  Commission  for  the  Defense  and  Promotion  of  Human 
Rights,  A.C. 

Tehuantepec  155  Roma  sur.  CP  06760. 

Mexico  D.F. 

Telephones:  5 64  25  82  / 5 64  25  92  / 5 84  91  16  Fax:  5 84  27  31 
email:  cmdpdh@laneta.apc.org 
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"RE : National  Action  in  Response  to  Recent  Massacre" 


Date:  Mon,  15  Dun  1998  21:37:57  -0400 


From:  Carol  Liu  <radred@ix. netcom . com> 

Sub  j : CHIAPAS:  Call  for  Action  from  Mexico  Solidarity  Network 
/**  headlines:  111.0  **/ 

**  Topic:  CHIAPAS:  Call  for  Action  from  Mexico  Solidarity  Network  ** 

**  Written  2:25  PM  Dun  12,  1998  by  newsdesk  in  cdp:headlines  ** 

/*  Written  5:41  PM  Dun  11,  1998  by  alex2051@xsite.net  in  reg.mexico  */ 

/* "Call  for  Action  from  Mexico  Solidar"  */ 

From:  Mexico  Solidarity  Network 

Re:  Need  to  call  national  action  in  response  to  recent  massacre 

For  more  information  contact  the  Mexico  Solidarity  Network 
alex2051@xsite . net 
Tel:  773-583-7728 

NOTE:  In  light  of  the  massacre  at  El  Bosque,  the  importance  of  the 
Tri-National  Delegation  to  Chiapas  Duly  2-9  is  greatly  increased.  To 
participate  in  the  delegation  contact  the  Mexico  Solidarity  Network. 

The  invasion  and  massacre  yesterday  in  El  Bosque  (see  below  for 
more  information)  paints  a clear  picture  of 
Zedillo's  strategy  in  Chiapas: 

- Attack  the  Zapatista  civilian  support  base  using  the  army,  police,  local 
PRI  sympathizers  and  paramilitaries . 

- Dismantle  the  self-declared  autonomous  villages. 

- Provoke  the  Zapatista  army  into  a response,  giving  the  military 
an  "excuse"  for  direct  attacks  on  the  EZLN. 

Ultimately,  Zedillo's  targets  are  civilians,  especially  the  young  and  old. 
Military  and  paramilitary  activities  since  December  have  created  19,000 
internally  displaced  refugees.  This  dirty  was  is  escalating  rapidly. 

We  need  to  respond  quickly  to  yesterday's  events.  We  also  need  to 
formalize  a rapid  response  structure  that  can  call  for  and  implement 
rapid  response  strategies.  The  Mexico  Solidarity  Network  makes  the 
following  suggestions: 

1)  Form  a rapid  response  committee  that  can  quickly  consult  when 
emergencies  arise,  and  then  call  for  nationally  coordinated  actions. 
Committee  members  should  include  organizations  that  have  a 

national  rapid  response  structure  in  place.  The  Mexico  Solidarity  Network 
will  form  this  rapid  response  committee  over  the  coming  weeks. 

2)  Presently  this  committee  does  not  exist,  but  there  is  clearly  a 
need  to  respond  to  the  attack  on  El  Bosque.  Therefore, 

the  following  actions  are  suggested: 

Actions : 

^Demonstrations  at  Mexican  consulates.  Congressional  offices,  or 
other  appropriate  targets  the  week  of  Dune  15-20.  Mexican  consulates 
should  be  the  first  choice.  Where  Consulates  do  not  exist. 

Congressional  offices  that  supported  NAFTA  or  that  have 
refused  to  criticize  Mexico  for  human  rights  abuses  should  be 
the  second  choice.  The  Committee  for  Labor  Rights  has  called  for 
demonstrations  at  Consulates  on  Tuesday,  Dune  16,  in  support  of 
the  Hyundai  workers  in  Tijuana  and  they  invite  people  concerned 
about  Chiapas  to  join  these  demonstrations  and  make  Chiapas  a focus 
of  the  actions. 

Demands  should  include: 

Stop  the  war  on  the  civilian  population  in  Mexico 
End  US  military  funding  to  Mexico 
Close  the  School  of  the  Americas 
The  events  in  El  Bosque  represent  a clear  escalation  of  the 
war  on  Indians  in  Chiapas.  They  demand  an  appropriately  strong  response. 
Occupations  of  Cosular  or  Congressional  offices  should  be  considered 
by  local  committees.  It  is  important  that  these  occupations  be  non-violent 
and  do  not  involve  property  destruction. 

2)Phone  calls  and  faxes  to  appropriate  targets.  The  head  of  Mexican 
immigration  will  be  visiting  Chicago  on  Monday,  Dune  15.  He  is  in 
charge  of  the  campaign  to  expel  foreigners  from  Mexico  which  is 
part  of  the  government's  strategy  of  low  intensity 
warfare.  Call  or  send  faxes  to  the  Chicago  Consulate  making 


the  above-mentioned  demands.  Also  demand  on  end  to  the 
expulsion  of  foreigners. 

Tel:  312-855-1380 
Fax:  312-855-9257 

Please  respond  with  your  ideas.  The  time  to  act  is  now. 

Background  on  the  El  Bosque  Massacre 

El  Bosque  is  the  fourth  autonomous  village  (there  are  32  autonomous 
villages  in  Chiapas)  that  has  been  attacked  and  dismantled  in  the  past  two 
months  by  government  forces.  The  scenario  is  familiar.  Local  PRI 
supporters  enter  the  community  accompanied  by  the  army,  police  and 
immigration  officials.  The  building  that  serves  as  the  center  of  the 
autonomous  structure  is  destroyed,  often  along  with  other  houses,  and 
"leaders"  are  arrested.  The  army  maintains  a presence  in  the  village  after 
the  occupation  and  allows  PRI  sympathizers  to  terrorize  the  remaining 
villagers.  This  is  part  of  Zedillo's  strategy  of  low  intensity  warfare 
directed  principally  at  the  civilian  population  that  supports  the 
Zapatistas . 

These  actions  are  an  affront  to  the  peace  process  in  general  and  the  San 
Andres  accords  in  particular.  In  1996,  after  months  of  difficult 
negotiations,  the  Zedillo  administration  and  the  Zapatistas  signed  the  first 
in  what  was  envisioned  as  a series  of  peace  accords  that  would  eventually 
lead  to  a comprehensive  peace  in  Chiapas.  Within  weeks  the  government 
announced  that  it  would  not  implement  the  accords.  An  important  element  of 
the  accords  was  the  establishment  of  autonomous  indigenous  communities.  The 
fact  that  the  government  is  now  dismantling  these  very  communities  indicates 
the  extent  to  which  Zedillo  is  willing  to  go  to  resolve  the  situation  in 

Chiapas  by  force  rather  than  by  negotiation.  If  Zedillo  is  not  stopped,  we 

can  expect  more  attacks  on  autonomous  villages,  more  massacres,  more 
arrests,  many  more  refugees,  and  a generally  destabilized  situation  in 
Chiapas.  Zedillo  appears  to  be  moving  rapidly  toward  all  out  war  on  the 
Indians  of  Chiapas. 

The  following  article  was  written  by  Herman  Bellinghausen  and  published  in 
the  Dune  11  issue  of  La  Dornada,  a major  leftist  Mexican  newspaper. 

PUBLISHED  ORIGINALLY  IN  SPANISH  BY  LA  DORNADA  IN  MEXICO 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  SPANISH  BY  irlandesa  FOR  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS 
LA  DORNADA,  Dune  11,  1998 

Hermann  Bellinghausen,  correspondent,  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas,  Dune  10 

The  scene  was  set.  Albores  couldn't  even  wait  for  the  start  of  the  first 
game  of  the  World  Cup  Soccer  championship.  And  he  immediately  took  charge, 
as  is  his  custom,  through  the  bloody  attack  which  took  place  today  against 
the  Autonomous  Municipality  of  San  Duan  de  la  Libertad.  The  pretext  - 
yesterday's  ambush  in  the  neighboring  Los  Platanos  - was  already  rehearsed 
and,  in  a certain  way,  announced.  Without  any  proof  that  the  shootout  was 
the  work  of  the  Zapatistas,  Attorney  General  Rodolfo  Soto  Monzon  took  it  as 
a given. 

Regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  Autonomous  Municipality  authorities  and 
the  Zapatista  bases  of  support  immediately  denied  the  accusation,  the 
government  and  official  media  supported  the  version  that  they  had  already 
prepared.  They  weren't  going  to  change  it  for  lack  of  proof. 

The  "operation,"  one  of  the  projects  the  Governor  most  warmly  adores, 
began  yesterday,  immediately,  after  the  second  time  that  PRI  members  in  Los 
Platanos  had  ambushed  each  other.  The  same  thing  happened  on  April  18, 
when  Andres  Lopez  Hernandez  died  in  a similar  incident.  They  are  divided 
because  of  problems  over  land  and  the  manner  in  which  they  relate  to  the 
autonomous  municipality.  The  PRI  members  in  Los  Platanos,  one  of  the  few 
communities  in  El  Bosque,  or  San  Duan  de  la  Libertad,  who  are  not  with  the 
autonomous  municipality,  expelled  the  families  that  were  the  zapatista 
bases  of  support  and  established  a state  of  siege. 

The  beachhead  was  now  in  place  for  the  escalation  of  provocations.  On 
April  27  there  were  two  other  deaths,  of  PRI  members,  in  Los  Platanos,  when 
there  were  no  Zapatistas  in  the  community.  For  the  second  time, 
regardless,  they  were  blamed  without  proof. 

The  third  time  was  it.  The  ski  masks  worn  by  the  attackers  who 


assassinated  Roberto  Perez  Ruiz  yesterday  and  wounded  five  passengers  in  a 
3-ton  truck  driving  towards  the  municipal  seat,  were  sufficient  for  Soto 
Monzon  to  consider  it  a "demonstration  that  when  supposedly  autonomous 
municipalities  exist  within  the  same  constitutional  municipality,  spite  and 
quarrels  will  always  be  found." 

Based  in  this  conclusion,  and  the  military  decision  to  effect  the 
"dismantling"  of  the  important  Autonomous  Municipality,  a powerful 
offensive  was  launched  today  against  several  communities.  Now  there  are 
nine  new  deaths  and  25  detainees,  at  least. 

Located  in  the  tzotzil  region  of  Los  Altos  towards  the  north  zone  of  the 
state,  San  Duan  has  been  governed  by  an  autonomous  municipal  council  for 
almost  two  and  a half  years.  There  has  even  been  a change  in  authorities. 

The  constitutional  PRI  government  in  El  Bosque  doesn't  even  work  out  of 
the  municipal  offices,  which  are  the  headquarters,  as  in  San  Andres,  of  the 
autonomous  council.  This  PRI  government  is  administers,  among  the  few 
communities  and  families  that  support  them,  all  of  the  budget  assigned  to 
the  municipality. 

Once  again  there  was  the  heralding  of  a helicopter,  as  in  the  attack  at  San 
Pedro  Nixtalucum,  in  the  same  municipality,  close  to  two  years  ago.  But 
this  time  the  attack  against  civilians  included  mortars  and  other  high 
powered  arms. 

Without  presenting  the  bodies,  the  State  Attorney  General's  office  stated 
that  six  of  them  were  "guerrilleros . " The  clean-up  operation  in  San  Duan, 

La  Union  Progreso  and  above  all,  in  Chavajeval,  recalls  other  clean-up 
operations  at  the  "scene  of  the  crimes"  which  happened  before  in  the 
conflict  zone. 

Selective  Protection 

Today,  the  movement  of  military  vehicles  with  troops  and  arms  was  very 
active  in  the  direction  of  Los  Altos.  The  Panamerican  Highway  was 
practically  full  with  a continuous  Army  convoy. 

The  State  Security  Police's  five-ton  trucks  have  completed  their  part;  the 
squads  posted  there  and  the  policewomen  remain,  with  their  tear  gas,  in  the 
Autonomous  Municipality,  which  in  fact  finds  itself  occupied  by  an 
extraordinary  contingent  of  soldiers.  All  access  to  the  hills  and 
mountains  which  make  up  the  municipality  are  controlled  by  the  military  and 
the  police. 

The  displaced  families  of  Los  Platanos  have  been  in  the  mountains  for 
almost  two  months,  hiding,  persecuted  by  the  PRI  members  with  the  suport  of 
the  Security  Police  posted  in  the  community.  Today  it  remains  hidden,  in  a 
state  of  siege. 

During  this  time,  the  Zapatistas'  houses  were  looted  and  burned,  and  their 
coffee  plantations  robbed  or  destroyed,  without  anyone  interfering. 

The  zeal  with  which  the  Albores'  government  protects  the  minority  PRI 
members  who  are  supposedly  in  trouble  (REMEMBER  Nicolas  Ruiz),  is  always 
noteworthily  absent  when  the  aggrieved  are  autonomous  or  zapatista 
communities  or  persons. 

Through  this  same  selective  inaction  was  plotted  the  exodus  of  Chenalho, 
which  culminated  in  the  Acteal  massacre  and  the  mass  phenomenon  that  is 
Polho  and  its  8000  displaced. 

They  carried  the  suffering  to  the  communities  of  San  Duan  de  la  Libertad. 
Children,  old  people,  women  and  men  are  experiencing  for  themselves  the 
hidden  meanings  of  the  government's  slogan,  which  is  all  over  Tuxtla 
Gutierrez:  "Let  peace  speak." 

This  obviously  does  not  refer  to  them,  as  Albores'  demonstrated  last  night 
when  speaking  to  a newsperson  from  TV  Azteca  and  referring  to  the  dead  of 
Los  Platanos  as  tzeltales,  since  in  this  region  there  are  only  tzotziles. 

**  End  of  text  from  cdp : headlines  ** 
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Dune  17j  1998  - MexicOj  D.F.  What  was  presented  as  a confrontation  and 
ambush  the  morning  of  Dune  1 , of  the  EPRI  with  the  army  in  the  community  of 
El  Charco  in  the  municipality  of  Ayutla  in  GuerrerOj  was  an  execution.  The 
few  guerrilleros  that  were  sleeping  in  the  school  were  surprised  by  a 
quantity  of  fire  from  AK-G3  machine  guns  that  passed  through  the  delicate 
walls;  witnesses  said  various  (of  the  guerrilleros) j after  tiringj  were 
executed  in  the  court  of  the  school  and  otherSj  sunken  and  very  badly 
injuredj  were  assassinated  in  the  interior  of  the  school.  The  visitors  from 
the  Center  for  Fluman  Rights  observed  mercy  shots  in  the  corpses  among  those 
a minor. 

One  of  the  detainedj  Erika  Zamoraj  was  heavily  tortured  - his  relatives 
threatened-  to  implicate  social  leaders  and  campesinos.  There  is  no  trace 
of  combat  in  the  locality  and  the  walls 
perforated  by  light  artillery  were  rapidly  repaired. 

There  is  a lack  of  elements  and  proofs  of  a clash  of  aggression  or  injured 
by  the  detained. 

Come  out  'dogSj  dead  with  hunger' ! Yelled  the  General  Duan  Manuel  Oropezaj 
commander  of  the  27  Military  Zone  in  command  of  300  soldierSj  armored  and 
artillery  vehicles.  The  civilians  tired  and  at  least  two  of  them  were 
executed  on  the  spot. 

The  same  as  in  the  Autonomous  Municipality  of  San  Duan  de  la 
Libertad  (El  Bosque)  on  Dune  10j  all  of  it  was  a escenografia 
(scenography?)  witnessed  by  a narrator  Notary  Public:  Fernando  Reyes 
CorteSj  casually  retired  ex-military  and  founding  member  of  the  Federal 
Direction  of  Securityj  and  availed  by  television 

cameramen  who  never  filmed  indigenous  shooting  and  of  the  soldiers  supplied 
with  bazookas. 

Simultaneously  more  than  a thousand  troop  elementSj  supported  by  light 
artilleryj  helicopters  with  artilleryj  armored  and  transport  vehicles 
presented  themselves  in  the  communities  of  Chavajevalj  Union  Progresso  and 
El  Bosquej  under  the  pretext  of  executing  15  orders  of  arrest.  They  fanned 
out  in  formationSj  entered  the 

townshipSj  tear-gassing  and  strikingj  afterwards  shootingj  there  is  no 
constancy  of  impacts  in  the  units  and  transports.  What  appears  to  be  the 
case  is  that  zapatista  militants  or  inhabitants  covered  the  retreat  of 
women  and  children  to  the  nearby  mountains.  The  radial  communications  of 
the  militaries  spoke  of  a single  weaponj  of  a single  shooter. 

What  has  been  gathered  to  date  is  that  the  people  fled  beneath  a rain  of 
bullets  in  which  fell  no  less  than  six  that  were  arrested  already  being 
injured  and  afterwards  they  appeared  dead. 

Concerning  the  supposed  injured  policemanj  an  analysis  of  the  video  where 
he  appears  only  shows  a policeman  with  a bulletproof  vest  and  does  not  show 
a bullet  injury. 

The  army  lacks  deadj  today  they  announced  another  fallenj  an 
injured  military  of  whom  nobody  knew  anythingj  not  even  the  same 
authorities . 

The  action  was  commanded  by  general  Dorge  Isaac  Dimenez  Garcia;  the  fallen 


indigenous,  eight  to  this  date  and  at  least  10  disappeared,  the  fallen 
militaries:  two. 

The  human  rights  organizations,  the  journalists,  the  direct 
witnesses  talk  and  accuse,  as  much  in  El  Charco  and  El  Bosque:  Executions 
and  massacres,  there  are  sufficient  and  left  over 

elements,  what  is  more  those  that  accumulate,  to  accuse  the  army  of  summary 
executions . 

A wave  of  indignation  is  raising  up  the  knowledge  in  Mexico  of  said 
executions.  The  well-known  writer  Carlos  Fuentes,  who  was 
particularly  severe,  -comparing  the  politics  of  extermination  with  that  of 
the  Nazis  of  Hitler-  said  today,  in  the  newspaper  Reforma: 

'From  Chinameca  to  La  Union  at  the  same  time;  one  and  another  time,  the 
Mexican  powers  have  not  directed  the  word  to  the  indigenous  and  campesina 
population.  They  have  directed  bullets,  against  Zapata  in  Chinameca, against 
laramillo  in  Xochicalco,  against  the  anonymous  people  in  Acteal,  now 
against  supposed  delinquents  in  El  Bosque,  Union  Progreso  and  Chavajeval. 

To  believe  that  some  shots  in  the  mountain  could  gather  together  a thousand 
soldiers  in  one  strike  to  kill  a handful  of  people  without  roof  nor  land, 
nor  shoes,  it  is  such  a monstrous  deception  to  call  the  dead  "delinquent". 
Zapata  was  called  the  same  in  his  day  (see  the  newspapers  of  1919)'  and 
adds  in  another  part,  'The  question  that  is  left  is  this:  Who  gives  the 
orders  to  the  Mexican  Army  for  them  to  move?  The  only  one  who  can  do  it  is 
the  supreme  chief,  the  president  of  the  Republic. 

Chiapas  is  besieged  internally  by  all  these  forces  and 
contradictions  of  power.  The  governor  does  not  want  any  witnesses.  The 
federal  government,  from  what  is  seen,  doesn't  either. 

But  Chiapas  without  witnesses  signifies  the  death  of  Chiapas,  the  impugn 
extermination.  Hitler  did  not  tolerate  witnesses  in 

Auschwitz,  nor  Stalin  in  the  Gullag,  nor  Pinochet  in  Chile.  But  Chiapas 
without  witnesses,  Chiapas  given  over  to  the  official  impunity  and  the 
death  of  the  poor,  signifies  another  thing:  it  signifies  the  danger  of 
uprisings  of  protest  in  the  country  and  the  cities,  it  signifies  the  grave 
interruption,  if  not  the  death,  of  the  democratic  transition  in  Mexico. 

The  emissaries  of  death  not  being  punished,  in  Mexico,  the  cadavers 
revive  and  demand  justice,  from  Chinameca  to  Tlatelolco. 

As  well  the  prestigious  intellectual  Carlos  Monsivais  in  the 
magazine  Proceso  of  this  week,  writes: 

'God  protects  the  good  super  armed  ones  when  the  bad  ones  are  some  bad  or 
unsupplied  ones'  and  describes  'At  seven  in  the  morning,  more  than  a 
thousand  elements  surrounded  the  town  and  invaded  it  taking  as  guides  and 
pointers  out  of  Zapatistas  two  hooded  priistas.  The  police  shoot  at  a group 
of  campesinos  (affiliated  Zapatistas),  and  take  the  injured.  The  scene  is 
terrible:  interrogations  with  the  detained's  faces  to  the  ground,  brutal 
questions  that  identify  the  zapatista  affiliation  with  the  worst  of  crimes, 
mistreatment,  prepotency,  and  after  that,  confidence  in  impunity.  The 
public  relationists  of  the  government  were  already  given  charge  to 
transform  the  acts,  returning  'provocation'  to  the  killings  and  certifying 
that  the  only  problem  in  the  country  is  that  unloosed  by  the  victims' 

The  supreme  Commander  in  Chief,  Ernesto  Zedillo;  the  generals  Duan  Manuel 
Oropeza  and  lorge  Isaac  limenez  Garcia  covered  with  glory  the  national 
arms,  eleven  dead  mixtecos  in  Guerrero  and  eight  tzotziles  in  Chiapas  in 
less  than  four  days.  All  killed  in  dubious  and  certainly  avoidable 
confrontations . 
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0 SI  YO' (Greetings)  My  brothers  and  sisters,  and  all  our  Relations 

My  name  is  James  and  I am  the  son  of  Fliawatha,  grandson  of  Ada  Vann, 
seventh  generation  from  Chief  Joe  Vann  and  Cherokee  (Bird  Clan)  born  at 
Tahlequah,  Oklahoma  on  September  14,  1946.  But  even  more  important,  I am 
a member  of  the  family  of  people  called  Native  Americans,  that  indigenous 
group  of  people  that  have  from  the  beginning  of  time  and  still  do  live 
here  in  the  Americas.  We  are  one  of  the  four  parts  of  humanity. 

On  March  10,  1995  my  wife  Norma  our  five  daughters  and  I started  the 
first  walk  of  the  four  journeys  given  in  vision.  We  began  in  Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma  and  arrived  on  May  10th  at  New  Echota,  Georgia.  The  walk  was 
called  "THE  TRAIL  OF  JOY,  THE  RETURN",  it  was  done  to  complete  the  circle 
that  began  with  the  "Trail  of  Tears"  and  to  reconnect  the  spirit  of  our 
people  back  with  the  lands  of  our  ancestors.  The  Creator  is  calling  for 
our  people  to  move  back  to  the  spiritual  road,  this  journey  is  needed  to 
rekindle  the  sacred  fire  and  spirit  back  in  the  people  and  all  mankind. 

We  need  to  reestablish  spiritual  centers  and  places  for  the  clans  mothers 
in  the  East  and  across  the  land  where  the  roots  of  many  families  were  torn 
out  by  the  " RELOCATION".  This  relocation  known  as  the  "Trail  of  Tears" 
by  many,  affected  all  the  indigenous  people  and  divided  us.  The  "Trail  of 
Joy,  The  Return"  walks  and  journeys  are  just  another  step  in  the  healing. 
This  is  not  only  for  our  family,  it  is  for  all  of  humanity. 

On  May  10,  1996  my  family  and  I began  the  second  journey  of  the  vision, 
back  along  the  path  of  DeSoto.  That  journey  started  from  where  he  died  in 
southeastern  Arkansas,  about  5-10  miles  north  of  what  is  now  known  as 
Arkansas  City  and  traveled  back  along  his  route  to  south  of  what  is  now 
known  as  Tampa  Bay.  Planting  trees  for  cleansing,  for  life  and  peace  in 
each  of  what  are  now  states  where  he  traveled  leaving  so  much  death  and 
destruction  along  the  way.  These  trees  are  for  a sign  of  renewal, 
forgiveness  and  rebirth.  If  the  "Trail  of  Tears"  and  subsequent  removals 
were  the  end  of  a way  of  life  for  the  people  of  the  southeast,  then 
DeSoto's  journey  was  the  beginning  of  that  end.  It  was  a way  of  life  that 
had  lasted  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  years.  This  is  true  all  around 
our  Mother  Earth  where  humanity  was  brought  so  much  death  and  destruction 
to  humanity  and  to  all  our  relations  in  the  name  of  discovery  and  God. 

We  have,  and  will  continue  to  travel  and  visit  with  our  relations  along 
the  way,  to  visit  with  the  Elders  and  the  children,  to  share  the  visions 
and  to  share  the  call  for  a great  Gathering  of  the  Children  of  Mother 
Earth.  We  are  losing  our  young  ones  to  the  modern  world  at  an  alarming 
rate,  many  are  not  seeing  the  beauty  of  their  heritage  and  traditions  that 
bind  them  together  and  to  our  Mother  Earth.  It  is  our  prayer  that  with 
each  journey,  humanity  will  begin  to  have  an  even  greater  understanding 
and  appreciation  of  each  other,  that  once  made  us  a great  people. 

Prophesy  has  been  given  that  there  would  come  a time  when  we  would  be  at  a 
crossroads.  The  Elders  have  said  that  we  are  now  there  and  it  is  time  for 
all  of  our  people  to  come  back  to  the  spiritual  oneness  that  bound  us  to 
our  Mother  Earth  and  each  other  before  European  contact.  Grandfather 
William  Commanda  once  wrote  that  "forgiveness  is  the  key  to  the  awakening 
of  the  true  meaning  of  love  and  understanding." 

This  year  we  will  begin  the  third  of  the  four  journeys  given  in  vision. 


On  Dune  21st.  there  will  be  a pipe  ceremony  at  sunrise  to  celebrate  the 
beginning  of  this  third  journey  and  to  join  with  others  around  the  world 
in  prayer  for  the  healing  on  humanity  and  our  Mother  Earth.  It  will  be 
held  at  the  place  where  DeSoto  first  landed  near  what  now  is  known  as 
Bradenton,  Florida.  We  ask  for  your  prayers  for  humanity,  for  all  of  our 
relations  and  the  Dourney  that  will  take  us  back  to  the  seat  of  the  Daguar, 
in  the  lands  to  the  south.  On  this  journey  we  will  enter  the  lands  to  the 
south  near  Merida  in  the  Yucatan  Peninsula.  From  there  we  will  go  on  south 
into  the  lands  of  Belize  and  Guatemala,  and  then  turn  northwest  to  the 
coast  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  then  circle  to  the  north  and  east  into  Mexico 
City.  The  journey  will  take  between  two  to  four  months.  This  journey  will 
accelerate  the  awaking  that  has  been  fore-told  by  many  cultures  around  the 
world,  and  now  cannot  be  ended.  This  journey  to  the  south  is  to  make 
preparation  for  the  fourth  and  final  journey  which  will  take  us  full 
circle  around  our  Mother  Earth  gathering  her  children  that  will  complete 
the  vision.  We  will  awaken  a place  there  in  the  land  of  the  Daguar  for 
the  Children  from  the  four  directions  to  come  and  gather  again  as  we  did 
once  and  will  do  again.  On  Danuary  31,  1996  in  Santa  Barbara,  CA  we  were 
shown  that  the  four  doors  were  opening  for  the  return  of  the  Children. 

As  we  have  journeyed  away  so  shall  we  return,  coming  full  circle. 

We  have  had  several  offers  from  people  to  do  posting  to  the  internet  for 
us.  Ana  M.  Robles-Rhoads(of  Taino  decent)  <anart@juno.com>  in  Gainesville, 
Florida  will  work  with  us  on  funding  and  support  while  we  are  on  the 
journey.  If  you  wish  to  help  in  some  way,  please  visit  our  site  at 
<http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/walks.htm>  or  contact  Ana. 

Our  only  source  of  funding  for  this  Dourney  as  in  the  past  is  the  kind 
and  loving  gifts  given  by  you  and  others  like  you  who  care.  We  need  your 
support  now.  We  wish  to  extend  our  heart  felt  appreciation  and  thanks  to 
you  all  for  your  past,  current  and  future  support  in  this  effort. 
Contributions  may  be  sent  to  the  address  below  or  contact  Ana  as  noted 
above.  In  faith  I come  to  you,  in  accord  with  the  spirits  of  our 
ancestors.  Creator  and  Mother  Earth. 

Your  Brother, 

Dames  Duncan,  "The  Gathering"  of  Mother  Earth's  Children 

RR  2,  Box  2233  - Thayer,  MO  65791 

1-417-264-7717 

E-Mail  - <toj@alice . net>  Website  - <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk> 

P.S. 

My  Family  and  I would  like  to  thank  the  many  who  called  and  wrote  when  I had 
my  Fleart  attack  back  in  May.  Our  love  and  Prayers  to  you  all  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

- "RE:  Music  Review:  Smoke  Signals"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Dun  1998  11:08:28  -0400 

From:  Brent  Michael  Davids  <75522 . 3516@compuserve . com> 

Sub j : Smoke  Signals  Music  Review 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

SMOKE  SIGNALS  MUSIC  REVIEW 
Brent  Michael  Davids,  1998 

I saw  "Smoke  Signals"  in  Minneapolis  the  other  night  and  got  my  first 
look  at  the  film  and  music.  I generally  think  the  film  flowed  well  and 
had  inspired  and  funny  moments,  touching  movie.  Musically,  the  film  was 
somewhat  sparse,  mostly  relying  on  situation  music,  music  that  might 
appear  in  the  movie  like  on  a car  radio  . . . mostly  popularized  songs  from 
Ulali  (sp.),  etc.  These  songs  were  used  well,  appearing  at  good  moments 
in  the  film  and  not  overdone. 

As  far  as  underscoring,  it  was  dependent  mostly  on  guitar,  giving  "Smoke 
Signals"  a folksy  quality  throughout.  My  general  appraisal  of  the 


From  gans@netcom.com  Sun  Dul  5 02:01:13  1998 
Date:  Tue,  30  Dun  1998  19:50:25  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.027 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AisesNet,  Minnlnd,  Tribalaw  & 

Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


Upon  suffering  beyond  suffering,  the  Red  Nation  shall  rise  again  and 
it  shall  be  a blessing  for  a sick  world.  A world  filled  with  broken 
promises,  selfishness  and  separations.  A World  longing  for  light  again. 

I see  a time  long  after  the  skies  have  grown  dark  and  dirty  and  the 
water  has  become  bad  smelling.  I see  a time  of  seven  generations  when 
all  the  colors  of  mankind  will  gather  under  the  Sacred  Tree  of  Life  and 
one  whole  earth  will  become  one  circle  again. 

In  that  day,  there  will  be  those  among  the  Lakota  who  will  carry  the 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  unity  among  all  living  things  and  the 
young  white  ones  will  come  to  those  of  my  People  and  ask  for  this  wisdom. 
I salute  the  light  within  your  eyes  where  the  whole  universe  dwells. 

For  when  you  are  at  that  center  within  you  and  I am  at  that  place  within 
me,  we  shall  be  One." 

_ Crazy  Horse 

Shared  by  Joseph  Chasing  Horse,  Sacred  Lakota  Leader,  1997, 

505  AC  (after  Columbus) 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  week,  Dane  Fonda  (Mrs.  Ted  Turner)  was  quoted  as  saying  the 
"Tomahawk  Chop",  the  idiotic  Hollywood  like  chant  accompanied  with  a 
chopping  hand  motion,  was  "just  fine".  "The  fans  like  it,  and  Native 
Americans  have  more  important  issues  to  worry  about." 

I don't  understand  why  some  people  who  should  know  better  seem  not  to 
understand  that  this  is  a serious  issue.  When  one  human  being  serves  as 
the  mascot  for  another  it  demeans  and  makes  the  person  or  persons  so 
belittled  a "lesser"  human  being.  This  second  class  humans  status  is 
very  much  key  to  many  of  these  "more  important  issues"  we  do.  in  fact, 
worry  about. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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The  remainder  editorial  space  this  week  will  be  given  to  others. 

Date:  Mon,  29  Dun  1998  20:36:27  -0700 
From:  Laura  B <bear(3epix.net> 

Sub j : Peltier  Action:  print  and  mail 

Making  this  as  easy  as  possible,  it  will  only  take  a few  moments  of  your 
time,  if  most  of  us  do  this,  it  WILL  make  a difference. 

Leonard's  problem  with  his  jaw  is  worsening,  and  dental  problems  (which 
have  the  potential  to  be  fatal  if  not  treated)  cannot  be  treated  until 
the  jaw  is.  But  he  is  caught  in  a catch-22:  he  needs  to  sign  a medical 
release  to  get  treatment;  if  he  signs  the  release,  the  prison  officials 
can  decide  WHO  provides  the  treatment. 


At  the  Peltier  Rally  in  DC  on  Saturday  (Dune  29,  1998)  his  attorney. 


Ramsey  Clark,  made  a simple  enough  request:  we  should  all  send  a brief 
letter  to  Kathleen  Hawk,  asking  that  the  MAYO  CLINIC  be  authorized  to 
treat  Leonard.  I have  the  one  liner  he  suggested  below,  all  you  need  to 
do  is  print  it  on  your  printer,  add  your  own  name,  address,  then  fax  it 
or  put  it  in  an  envelope,  stamp  it,  and  mail.  Couldn't  be  easier.  If 
you  want  to  spend  more  time,  the  best  story  I've  seen  in  awhile 
explaining  it  is  posted  at 

http://www.monitor.net/monitor/9806a/peltierhealth . html 

Read  it,  print  it,  share  it  if  you  are  able,  but  at  very  least,  get  this 
letter  off  to  Kathleen  Hawk  TODAY. 

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv  print, clip,  sign  and  MAIL!  vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 

Dune  30,  1998 

Kathleen  Hawk,  Director 
Bureau  of  Prisons 
320  First  Street  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20534 
(Fax  202-514-6878) 

Greetings  Ms  Hawk, 

Please  authorize  the  MAYO  CLINIC  to  provide  medical  treatment  for 
Leonard  Peltier. 

Respectfully, 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


print,  clip,  sign  and  mail  aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa 
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I received  a response  to  last  issue's  editorial.  I now  offer  it  with 
permission  of  the  writer  and  without  comment. 

Date:  Fri,  26  Dun  1998  10:00:19  -0700 
From:  Deb  Huglin  <d55@gte.net> 

Sub j : news 

Dear  Gary, 

We  are  all  glad  that  you  offer  this  important  news  service!  I am 
just  wondering  if  it  was  you  that  wrote  this  " The  descendants  of  these 
Europeans  have  no  understanding  of  why  we  don't  feel  like  they  have  done 
a thing  in  the  last  500  hundred  years  of  occupation  that  justifies  them 
telling  the  First  People  how  to  live.",  even  though  you  run  many  stories 
by  the  settlers  group  who  so  obviously  are  not  insensitive  to  any  of 
these  issues?  Also,  are  you  familiar  with  the  fact  that  one  out  of 
every  130  individuals  in  North  America  are  of  Indian  decent?  Not  all  of 
us  are  put  bloods,  even  of  one  Tribe  or  another.  But  the  assimilation 
has  sorta  backfired,  and  the  settlers  and  the  invaders  (two  entirely 
separate  entities)  are  long  gone,  and  the  Creator  has  been  the  one  to 
decide  what  people  are  made  out  of.  We  all  breathe  the  same  breath!  It 
is  fine  for  you  to  personally  assume  things  about  total  strangers  in 
your  own  mind.  But  that  does  not  necessarily  make  it  real. 

The  reason  I am  telling  you  this  is  because  I have  been  working  to 
define  and  destroy  the  separatist  propaganda  that  the  American 
governments  cooked  up  from  the  time  of  Andrew  Dackson.  The  blessing  is 
that  we,  as  a vast  number  of  different  Tribes  and  cultures,  are  blessed 
with  a common  language  with  which  we  can  freely  communicate  and 
understand  each  other.  This  insistence  on  a common  language  was  a gift 
of  the  Creator,  and  has  worked  against  those  who  would  have  had  us  all 
enemies  because  of  a lack  of  communications.  Also,  the  all  out 
take-over  of  the  South  and  the  West  in  the  U.S.  came  about,  not  as  a 
weapon  against  the  indigenous  Peoples,  but  as  an  attempt  to  break  the 
economy  of  the  South  during  and  after  the  Civil  War.  In  the  original 


propaganda,  the  influx  of  farmers  from  foreign  countries  who  could  not 
communicate  and  therefore  could  not  understand  what  was  going  on  with 
ANYONE,  not  just  the  Indians,  was  the  key  to  breaking  the  Southern 
Confederacy's  flow  of  money  and  support.  In  the  economic  policy  derived 
during  the  Civil  War,  it  was  decided  to  implement  this  take  over  of  all 
farmable  lands  in  the  continent  to  make  a glut  of  farm  product  from  any 
regional  source  except  the  Confederates  (Cherokees  included).  You  may 
notice  that  most  of  the  "displacements"  began  at  this  time.  This  was  to 
insure  that  there  would  be  no  local  land  owners  lest  to  create  money  to 
continue  the  war.  Unfortunately,  all  the  other  Peoples  were  "in  the 
way"  of  this  policy  as  well.  Then  again,  prior  to  this  date,  there  was 
little  need  to  "expand"  into  the  uncharted  areas. 

Also,  there  were  many  males  from  the  armies  who  had  what  the  People 
of  the  Plains  called  the  "killing  sickness".  As  these  individuals  came 
back  to  the  areas  where  they  were  born  (as  offspring  of  immigrants  or  as 
mixed  blood  with  the  indigenous  Peoples),  they  were  violent  and 
uncontrollable.  This  was  not  all  the  warriors,  but  there  were  enough 
for  the  government  to  "reclaim"  them  into  "service"  for  their  "fighting 
abilities".  This  loosely  translates  to  the  fact  that  the  mass  killing 
with  the  high  technology  of  the  day  (repeating  rifles  and  hand  guns)  had 
destroyed  their  value  of  human  life... and  race,  color  or  creed  had  no 
bearing  on  their  actions.  Dust  the  sick  need  to  kill  and  destroy, 
these  are  the  people  who  were  placed  in  the  "units"  designed  to  "handle" 
the  "Indian  problem". 

At  no  time  were  all  the  settlers,  immigrants  or  other  persons  of 
mixed  lineage  insensitive  to  the  plight  of  the  Indian  Tribes.  The 
reason  that  anybody  survived  at  all  is  because  masses  and  masses  of 
people  intervened.  In  fact  many  of  the  individuals  and  families  who's 
bloodlines  may  have  started  somewhere  else  not  only  stepped  in,  but  took 
the  People  into  their  own  homes  and  families.  This  is  not  a fantasy. 

If  it  was  not  for  this  fact  I personally  would  not  be  here  to  write  to 
you . 

Perhaps  you  could  reconsider  your  words  and  thoughts.  Part  of  the 
propaganda  of  the  past  150  years  was  strictly  to  separate  and  isolate, 
creating  enmity  where  none  actually  exists.  Everyone  is  not  your 
enemy.  And,  granted,  everyone  may  not  be  your  friend.  Maybe  it  is  time 
to  stop  being  fooled  into  this  unnatural  separatism  by  long  dead  people 
who  held  government  positions?  Is  their  Medicine  actually  so  powerful 
that  it  can  continuously  control  the  living  from  their  graves?  Or  can 
we  wake  up  now  and  shake  off  the  cobwebs  of  their  heartless  actions?  I 
am  not  extinct,  and  I don't  know  anybody  who  is.  Aho. 

Deb 
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The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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RE:  GAO  Faults  Ward  Valley  Contractor 


Date:  Tue,  23  Dun  1998  15:22:54  -0700  (MST) 
From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : GAO  Faults  Ward  Valley  Contractor 


UUCP  email 

NEWS  FROM  CONGRESSMAN  GEORGE  MILLER 
7th  District,  California  Committee  on  Resources 
Committee  on  Education  and  the  Workforce 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  CONTACT:  Daniel  Weiss/Dohn  Lawrence 

Tuesday,  Dune  23,  1998  202/225-2095 

GAO  FAULTS  WARD  VALLEY  CONTRACTOR; 

RAISES  NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERNS 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  --  A new  study  by  the  non-partisan  General  Accounting 
Office  on  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  low-level  nuclear  waste  dump, 
commissioned  by  U.S.  Senator  Barbara  Boxer  (D-CA)  and  U.S.  Rep.  George 
Miller  (D-Calif.)  confirms  their  long-standing  concerns  about  the  safety 
of  the  proposed  site,  the  poor  record  of  performance  by  US  Ecology,  the 
project's  licensee,  and  the  existence  of  serious  outstanding  environmental 
issues  not  yet  analyzed. 

The  GAO  also  found  that  U.S.  Ecology's  parent  company,  American  Ecology, 
had  disposed  of  a significantly  larger  amount  of  the  high-level  nuclear 
waste,  plutonium,  at  the  Richland,  low-level  waste  site,  in  Hanford, 
Washington,  than  had  previously  been  identified. 

The  new  GAO  report,  released  today,  found  that  American  Ecology  had 
disposed  of  approximately  450  pounds  of  plutonium,  including  270  pounds  of 
plutonium-239  at  the  Richland  facility.  The  GAO  also  reported  that 
American  Ecology  had  disposed  about  47  pounds  of  plutonium  at  it  Nevada 
site,  and  140  pounds  at  it  Kentucky  facility.  Radioactive  material  has 
leaked  from  all  of  these  facilities. 

Ward  Valley,  like  these  other  sites,  has  always  been  described  as  a low- 
level  nuclear  waste  facility,  implying  that  only  relatively  low-risk 
medical  wastes  would  be  stored  in  the  desert  site.  Initially,  American 
Ecology  said  that  only  a few  ounces  of  plutonium  would  be  stored  at  Ward 
Valley.  However,  the  GAO  reports  that  they  have  since  revised  that 
estimate  to  as  high  as  124  pounds  of  plutonium-239  --  an  amount  equal  to 
several  dozen  nuclear  bombs. 

Congressman  Miller  said  the  report  compounds  his  long-standing  economic 
and  environmental  concerns  about  the  Ward  Valley  project. 

"These  findings,  together  with  questions  raised  in  the  Hayden  report 
about  the  necessity  for  a low-level  disposal  site  in  California  and  the 
ongoing  environmental  concerns  must  raise  very  serious  questions  about  the 


wisdom  of  going  forward  with  the  Ward  Valley  project  at  all,"  he  said.  "I 
would  hope  that,  in  light  of  all  this  evidence.  Gov.  Wilson  would 
terminate  the  project  and  end  this  very  contentious  and  litigious 
controversy  once  and  for  all." 

The  GAO  report  also  noted  that  American  Ecology,  previously  called  the 
Nuclear  Engineering  Company,  disposed  of  "low-level"  nuclear  waste  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean  off  the  coast  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  near  the  Farallon 
Islands.  According  to  the  report,  visual  observations  using  remote 
equipment  show  that  many  nuclear  waste  drums  have  ruptured  and  spilled 
their  contents  onto  the  sea  floor. 

In  the  past,  American  Ecology  operated  waste  dumps  at  Sheffield, 
Illinois;  Maxey  Flats,  Kentucky;  and  Beatty,  Nevada.  According  to  GAO, 
all  of  these  sites  failed  to  contain  nuclear  wastes  and  have  been  closed. 
The  Kentucky  site  is  now  listed  on  the  Superfund  list.  After  years  of 
litigation,  in  1988,  the  State  of  Illinois  and  American  Ecology  entered 
into  a settlement  agreement,  which  required,  among  other  things,  the 
company  to  buy  acreage  surrounding  the  site.  Flowever,  in  1997,  the  State 
went  back  to  court  to  enforce  the  terms  of  the  settlement  agreement. 

Recent  studies  of  radioactive  contamination  at  the  Beatty,  Nevada  site  by 
the  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  have  shown  a dramatic  increase  in  both  the 
scope  and  level  of  leakage  from  the  disposal  trenches.  American  Ecology 
continues  to  operate  the  Richland,  Washington  "low-level"  waste  facility, 
located  near  the  Hanford  high-level  waste  site. 

The  GAO  found  that  existing  environmental  compliance  documents  had  not 
assessed  the  potential  for  contamination  of  the  Colorado  River,  nor  the 
related  issues  of  upward  migration  of  radioactive  contaminants,  release 
into  the  atmosphere  of  radio  nuclides,  connections  via  aquifers  and 
collection  of  water  within  the  facility  that  could  harm  wildlife.  GAO 
acknowledged  the  existence  of  numerous  additional  reports  and  documents  on 
Ward  Valley  completed  after  and  therefore  not  considered  in  the  1991 
environmental  compliance  documents. 

Copies  of  the  report  can  be  obtained  from  Congressman  Miller  by  calling 
202/226-2311,  or  on  the  Internet  from  the  GAO  at  http://www.gao.gov. 
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— "RE:  Ward  Valley  Opposition  Increases"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Dun  1998  17:55:55  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : Ward  Valley  Opposition  Increases! 

UUCP  email 

Opponents  level  new  attacks  on  nuclear  dump 
By  Dack  McCarthy 
The  Press-Enterprise 

Opponents  of  a proposed  nuclear  dump  at  Ward  Valley  turned  up  the  heat 
Wednesday,  warning  that  the  dump  would  cost  taxpayers  $1  billion  and  would 
harbor  plutonium  in  quantities  equal  to  dozens  of  nuclear  bombs.  Dump 
proponents  immediately  called  both  estimates  wild  exaggerations  that  were 
evidence  of  calculated  efforts  to  sidetrack  the  project,  which  Gov.  Wilson 
has  pursued  for  more  than  eight  years. 

Wilson  has  been  battling  the  Clinton  administration  to  force  the  U.S. 
Department  of  the  Interior  to  transfer  1,000  acres  of  land  near  the  Nevada 
border  to  California  for  use  as  a dump.  The  state  has  resorted  to  filing  a 


lawsuit  to  compel  the  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  to  hand  over  the  land. 

Anti-nuclear  activists  and  Indian  tribes  have  protested  the  proposed 
dump,  saying  nuclear  waste  would  leak  into  the  Colorado  River  drinking  water 
supply  about  20  miles  away.  The  Department  of  Interior  said  last  month  it 
was  suspending  work  on  the  land  transfer  until  the  lawsuit  is  resolved. 

In  the  latest  criticism  of  the  dump  project.  Rep.  George  Miller, 

D-Martinez,  cited  a U.S.  General  Accounting  Office  report  on  the  possibility 
that  124  pounds  of  plutonium  would  be  kept  at  the  dump  --  enough  for  an 
arsenal  of  nuclear  bombs. 

These  findings  . . . and  ongoing  environmental  concerns  must  raise  very 
serious  questions  about  the  wisdom  of  going  forward  with  the  Ward  Valley 
project  at  all,"  Miller  said.  "I  would  hope  that  Gov.  Wilson  would 
terminate  this  project  and  end  this  very  contentious  and  litigious 
controversy  once  and  for  all." 

However,  Wilson  administration  and  U.S.  Ecology  representatives  said 
plutonium  would  be  stored  at  the  dump  in  small,  safe  amounts. 

"We  expect  no  more  than  one  pound  in  all  the  millions  of  pounds  of  cubic 
feet  of  material  that  will  go  there,"  said  Scott  Peyron,  spokesman  for  U.S. 
Ecology,  the  company  licensed  to  operate  the  dump. 

The  manager  of  the  state's  low-level  waste  program,  Carl  Lischeske,  said 
projections  of  the  amount  of  plutonium  bound  for  the  dump  were  based  on 
overestimates  in  the  late  1980s  from  the  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission 
and  the  state  Department  of  Health  Services,  which  is  overseeing  the  Ward 
Valley  project  for  the  Wilson  administration  The  GAO  report  said  that, 
although  estimates  on  the  amount  of  plutonium  varied  --  the  most 
authoritative  conclusion  came  from  the  Congressional  Research  Service,  which 
said  about  1.3  pounds  of  plutonium  --  most  probably  would  end  up  at  the  dump. 

On  a second  front  of  attack.  Democratic  leaders  in  the  state  Legislature 
said  state  utility  companies  would  have  to  pay  more  to  store  nuclear  waste 
at  Ward  Valley  than  they  currently  do  at  a facilities  at  Barnwell,  S.C.,  and 
Clive,  Utah. 

The  legislators  cited  a report  from  the  state  Public  Utilities 
Commission's  Office  of  Ratepayer  Advocates  that  said  Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Co.  may  be  forced  to  raise  rates. 

"PGE's  forecasts  indicate  that  a requirement  to  use  the  Ward  Valley 
facility  will  cost  Californians  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
unnecessarily,"  the  report  said. 

The  cost  would  reach  $1  billion  if  the  cost  of  nuclear  waste  disposal  of 
all  utilities  were  taken  into  consideration,  legislators  said.  Pacific  Gas 
Electric  Wednesday  denied  making  such  a forecast,  said  PGE  spokesman  Deff 
Lewis.  "We  did  not  forecast  it  would  cost  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
more. " 

Lewis  would  not  say  what  the  eventual  cost  to  electricity  consumers 
would  be,  except  to  assert  it  would  be  far  less  than  $100  million.  "We 
don't  know  what  it  will  cost,"  Lewis  said.  "If  it  does  cost  more,  we  believe 
it's  a tradeoff  in  creating  a reliable  place  to  take  our  low-level  nuclear 
waste . " 

Assembly  Speaker  Antonio  Villaraigosa,  D-Los  Angeles;  Senate  President 
John  Burton,  D-San  Francisco;  and  Assembly  Speaker  Pro  Tern  Sheila  Kuehl, 
D-Santa  Monica,  repeated  previous  calls  for  an  end  to  efforts  to  build  the 
dump. 

"It's  time  --  in  fact  it's  way  past  time  --  the  governor  had  some 
serious  second  thoughts  about  this  project,"  Villaraigosa  said. 
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"RE : Utilities  Bailing  Out  of  Ward  Valley"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Dun  1998  18:56:28  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub  j : Another  $1  Billion  for  Ward  Valley? 

UUCP  email 

ANTONIO  R.  VILLARAIGOSA  NEWS 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
DUNE  24,  1998 

CONTACT:  Richard  Zeiger  916/319-2408~Villaraigosa 
Syrus  Devers  916/319-2041~Kuehl 
LEGISLATIVE  LEADERS  IRATE  ABOUT  HIDDEN  COSTS  FOR  RATEPAYERS 
IF  LOW-LEVEL  RADIOACTIVE  WASTE  DUMP  AT  WARD  VALLEY  IS  OPENED 
Utilities  Bailing  Out  of  Ward  Valley 

SACRAMENTO  --  Californians  will  have  to  spend  more  than  a $1  billion  in 
higher  electric  bills  if  a proposed  low-level  nuclear  waste  dump  is 
constructed  at  Ward  Valley,  according  to  new  information  from  the  state 
Public  Utilities  Commission. 

Senate  President  pro  Tempore  Dohn  Burton,  D-San  Francisco,  said  that, 

"Ward  Valley's  proponents  have  failed  to  tell  us  that  opening  the  dump 
would  actually  impose  a billion  dollar  tax  increase  on  California's  utility 
ratepayers.  One  company  has  already  asked  for  a big  rate  increase  and  the 
increased  cost  of  using  the  Ward  Valley  site  is  included  as  part  of  the 
justification.  The  legislature  is  on  record  in  support  of  lowering,  not 
raising,  the  cost  of  electricity  in  this  state." 

If  the  Ward  Valley  site  is  opened,  generators  of  radioactive  waste  in 
California  will  be  required  to  use  the  site  instead  of  using  out-of-state 
facilities  that  are  far  less  expensive.  Documents  from  Southern  California 
Edison  (Edison)  to  the  PUC  indicate  that  disposal  fees  at  Ward  Valley  will 
be  almost  9 times  as  much  as  the  fees  charged  by  an  existing  facility  in 
Utah.  The  documents  came  to  light  when  PG&E  submitted  a billion-dollar  rate 
increase  to  the  PUC.  The  PUC's  Office  of  Ratepayer  Advocates  investigated 
the  request  and  found  that,  "PG&E's  forecasts  indicate  that  a requirement  to 
use  the  Ward  Valley  facility  will  cost  Californians  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  unnecessarily."  That  figure,  however,  is  only  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg  because  it  only  refers  to  the  cost  of  decommissioning  the  three 
nuclear  reactors  owned  by  PG&E.  Including  out-of-state  reactors  partially 
owned  by  California  utilities,  California  has  ten  nuclear  reactors  that  must 
eventually  be  decommissioned. 

The  PUC  report  reveals  the  state's  key  utilities  would  prefer  to  not  have 
to  use  Ward  Valley  because  of  the  huge  additional  costs  imposed  if  the  site 
were  to  open. 

PG&E  has  informed  the  PUC  that  the  other  waste  facilities  are  less 
expensive,  that  it  would  prefer  to  use  the  existing  less  expensive 
facilities,  but  that  its  permits  to  do  so  would  be  revoked  were  Ward  Valley 
to  open.  Indeed,  Southern  California  Edison  is  rushing  to  decommission  one 
of  its  San  Onofre  reactors  before  Ward  Valley  opens  in  order  to  avoid  the 
higher  cost  by  using  the  cheaper  waste  facilities. 

"The  primary  customers  for  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  dump,  the  nuclear 
utilities,  are  'voting  with  their  feet,'"  said  Sheila  Kuehl,  Speaker  Pro  Tern 
of  the  Assembly,  D-Santa  Monica.  "In  the  past  they  were  vocal  proponents  of 
the  project,  but  now,  recognizing  the  huge  extra  and  unnecessary  costs 
involved  to  themselves  and  the  ratepayers,  they  are  bailing  out." 

"I  raised  concerns  about  Ward  Valley  when  we  discovered  the  state  may  have 
acquired  the  land  illegally.  I raised  questions  about  Ward  Valley  when  we 
discovered  they  we  going  to  desecrate  sacred  Indian  burial  sites.  And  now 
we  discover  that  Ward  Valley  will  cost  Californians  an  additional 
$1  billion.  It's  time  --  in  fact  it's  way  past  time  --  the  Governor  had 
some  serious  second  thoughts  about  this  project."  said  Assembly  Speaker 
Antonio  R.  Villaraigosa,  D-Los  Angeles. 

In  April,  Villaraigosa,  Burton,  and  Kuehl  sent  a letter  to  the  U.S.  Dept, 
of  the  Interior  alleging  that  the  Department  of  Health  Services  (DHS)  had 


no  authority  to  purchase  the  Ward  Valley  site  to  use  as  a radioactive  waste 
dump,  and  that  DHS  was  attempting  to  purchase  the  site  with  unauthorized 
private  funds.  After  independently  confirming  the  allegations  in  the 
letter,  the  Department  of  Interior  stopped  processing  the  request  to 
transfer  the  Ward  Valley  site  to  DHS  for  use  as  a radioactive  waste  dump. 

In  December,  a report  from  Professor  Greg  Hayden  of  Nebraska  found  that 
Ward  Valley  was  not  needed  because  existing  low-level  radioactive  waste 
facilities  had  sufficient  capacity  to  handle  all  of  the  waste  generated  in 
the  U.S.  for  the  next  30  years  and  beyond.  Environmental  groups  oppose  the 
Ward  Valley  site  because  it  proposes  to  use  open,  unlined  trenches  to 
dispose  of  dangerous  wastes  near  the  Colorado  River,  and  because  unlined 
trenches  have  allowed  radioactive  wastes  to  escape  every  time  they're  used. 

"The  most  recent  piece  of  information,  that  Ward  Valley  is  not  even  cost 
effective  for  the  utilities,  should  be  enough  to  close  the  door  on  the 
project,"  said  Kuehl. 
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"RE : Special  Instructions  on  Osage  Initative  Petition"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Dun  1998  01:04:23  EDT 
From:  MaDark@aol.com 

Sub j : Fwd:  Special  Instructions  on  Osage  Initative  Petition 

My  friends  - The  fate  of  the  Osage  Nation  is  in  danger.  I am  asking  that  you 
post  this  urgent  information  so  that  all  Osage  will  know. 

MaryAnn 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  WmBattles@aol.com 

Please  alert  all  you  know  or  come  into  contact  with...  this  is  most  urgent  to 
the  survival  on  an  Indian  Nation....  with  quickest  dispatch...  I ask  for  your 
assistance  in  making  this  issue  well  known  to  the  Osage  people...  enrolled  and 
not  enrolled...  Shareholder  and  non-shareholder...  There  will  likely  never 
again  be  another  opportunity  for  this  tribe  to  have  this  opportunity  to 
reunite  its  people.... 

Thank  you  for  your  thoughts  and  assistance 

Bill  Battles and  please  do  not  hesitate  to  pass  this  on.... 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Sat,  27  Dun  1998  14:39:27  EDT 
From:  RATheis2@aol.com 

Dear  Osage  Friends, 

If  someone  on  the  mailing  list  is  not  Osage  or  does  not  wish  to  receive 
postings  regarding  the  Osage  Nation,  please  contact  me  and  I will  remove 
your  name  from  the  mailing  list.  I do  not  wish  to  offend  or  have  anyone 
who  does  not  wish  to  be  contacted  on  my  list. 

To  my  knowledge,  as  of  this  date  the  Osage  Tribal  Council  has  not  come 
up  with  any  document  that  will  preserve  the  Osage  Tribe  by  means  of  a new 
membership  roll.  Therefore,  an  Osage  attorney  has  prepared  an  "Initative 
Petition"  that  we  are  asking  all  Osages,  shareholders  and  non-shareholders, 
over  the  age  of  18-years  to  sign.  This  petition  will  in  no  manner 
infringe  on  or  effect  the  minerals  estate  in  any  form.  It  will  though, 
begin  the  process  whereby  the  Osage  Tribe  will  have  a chance  to  remain  a 
federally  recognized  tribe.  Many  Osages  that  are  not  able  to  keep  updated 
regularly  on  what  is  happening  with  the  tribe,  which  are  those  that  are 


non-shareholders  living  off  the  Osage  Reservation,  do  not  know  of  what 
might  happen  when  the  last  original  allottee  dies.  Some  do  not  wish  to 
believe  that  the  U.  S.  Government  would  really  want  to  dissolve  their 
trust  responsibility  to  the  Osage  People.  Every  lawyer  and  knowledgeable 
Osage  that  I have  talked  with  tells  me  that  the  Osage  Act  of  1906  was  just 
written  for  the  2,229  original  allottees....  and  no  one  else.  Another 
original  allottee  passed  away  this  month.  This  leaves  only  20  remaining 
and  the  youngest  will  be  92-years  old  this  year.  I have  been  informed 
that  only  half  of  these  are  competent.  When  the  last  original  allottee 
dies  the  government  could  easily  say  that  they  do  not  recognize  ANY  Osages, 
shareholders  or  non-shareholders,  and  then  the  trust  responsibility  would 
CEASE.  I do  not  believe  that  there  is  one  Osage  who  would  want  to  see 
this  happen.  When  you  sign  this  "Initative  Petition"  you  are  sending  a 
message  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  Congress  that  you  are  an 
Osage  and  you  want  to  be  recognized.  Please  sign  the  petition  and  help  us 
save  our  Osage  Tribe. 

It  is  very  simple  and  easy  for  you  to  get  a petition.  If  you  have  a 
computer  or  a friend  has  a computer,  go  to  the  following  website  and  read 
about  the  petition  and  then  near  the  bottom  of  that  page  you  just  "click" 
on  where  it  will  say,  "For  a version  of  this  Petition  which  you  can  print 
out  on  your  printer,".  All  who  will  be  receiving  this  message,  of  course, 
will  have  a computer.  We  are  asking  you  to  make  several  copies  of  the 
petition,  take  them  to  your  Osage  relatives  and  friends,  ask  them  to  sign 
them,  and  then  mail  the  filled  out  petition  back  to  me  at  the  following 
address : 

Raymond  A.  Theis,  II 

2640  Evergreen  Dr. 

Bartlesville  OK  74006-4702 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  any  assistance  with  this  process,  you  can 
contact  me  at: 

(918)  333-4073,  telephone/FAX,  or  by  e-mail:  RATheis2@aol.com 

A very  good  and  compassionate  Osage  friend  by  the  name  of  Charles  W. 
Campbell  has  created  and  is  the  webmaster  of  the  Official  Osage  Nation 
Homepage.  He  has  provided  information  over  the  past  many  months 
regarding  the  Osage  situation  and  then  the  OTC  election  of  Dune  1,  1998. 

He  has  now  set  up  one  page  that  will  make  it  convenient  for  you  to  read 
the  instructions  and  then  print  out  a copy  of  the  petition  directly  from 
his  website.  One  thing  to  remember  is  that  ONLY  a hard  copy  original  can 
be  signed  by  Osages  and  then  returned  to  me.  After  you  have  copied  the 
petition  from  your  computer,  please  cut  off  the  writing  at  the  very  top  of 
the  page  and  then  at  the  line  indicated  at  the  end  of  the  petition.  Then 
make  an  8 1/2  X 11  inch  copy  at  a print  shop,  or  if  you  have  some  "white 
out"  you  can  use  that  and  then  make  a copy.  We  want  the  signed  petitions 
to  be  "without"  any  signs  of  removal  of  written  words  on  them.  This  could 
make  them  "not  valid"  when  the  count  of  names  is  submitted  by  petition. 

The  following  is  the  website  where  you  can  go  to  make  a copy  of  the 
petition . 

http: //www. north rim. net/bgbiller/petition . html 
Remember....  we  are  all  Osages.  And  all  Osages  should  be  able  to  become 
members  of  the  tribe.  Knowing  this,  how  can  you  NOT  sign  the  petition. 

Pray  that  we  can  continue  to  be  the  Osage  Tribe  of  Oklahoma a 

federally  recognized  tribe,  not  one  that  the  government  can  just  wipe  off 
their  records  by  the  sweep  of  a pen.  They  did  this  to  the  Osage  Nation 

Government they  can  do  this  to  the  Osage  Tribe  of  Oklahoma. 

Blessings,  peace,  and  strength. 

Thank  you 

Raymond  A.  Theis,  II 

"RE : Treaty  Rights/Casinos/Revenue  Sharing"  — 

Date:  Thu,  25  Dun  1998  15:28:14  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@che2.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Treaty  Rights/casinos/revenue  sharing 


Mailing  List: 


Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 


Karen  Waterman  Wittstock  wrote: 

"I'm  confused  by  the  arguments  that  tribes  are  supposed  to  give  money 
to  all  needy  Indians  because  they  are  generating  some  wealth.  It  goes 
against  the  very  sovereignty  principles  that  we  are  all  trying  to 
promote  and  secure." 

This  is  an  important  issue  for  discussion,  particularly  for  those  of 
us  who  are  trying  to  educate  and  inform  the  dominant  culture.  I 
don't  have  a class  unit  on  casinos  because  my  area  of  expertise  is  in 
natural  resources,  however  casinos  are  a volatile  issue  and  one  that 
participants  in  my  Treaty  Rights  class  or  readers  of  my  web  page 
always  bring  up. 

The  issues  seem  to  pool  themselves  around  these  themes: 

1.  Indians  have  casinos,  why  do  they  need  to  hunt  and  fish, 

2.  Why  don't  the  Indians  share  their  "wealth"  with  others, 

3.  Why  don't  casino  Indians  pay  benefits  to  members  who  live 
off-rez,  and 

4.  Indians  shouldn't  have  casinos/sovereignty  because  of  the  corruption. 

The  point  that  most  non-Indians  miss  is  that  it  is  none  of  their 

business  and  these  questions  are  irrelevant.  None  of  these  questions 
would  be  asked  about  a non-Indian  enterprise.  Nevertheless,  these 
points  are  used  as  rationalization  for  denying  treaty  rights  or 
shutting  down  casinos  or  extorting  money  from  Indian  nations.  We  must, 
therefore,  be  ready  for  them. 

My  boiler  plate  responses  to  these  questions  follow:  I am  very  interested 
in  additional  comments  and  input  from  subscribers. 

1. Indian  nations  need  to  diversify  their  economic  base,  just  like 
non-Indian  communities.  Anybody  remember  the  Iron  Range?  Not  every 
one  wants  to  work  in  a casino  and  it  is  not  valid  for  non-Indians  to 
decree  a specific  employment  path  for  Indians.  Further,  MANY  people 
in  America,  not  just  Indians,  rely  on  hunting  and  gathering  to 
sustain  themselves.  This  is  true  for  the  white  and  black  rural  poor 
and  most  Asian  and  Hispanic  immigrants.  This  is  important  in  that 
many  privileged  white  Americans  have  NO  concept  of  the  degree  of 
poverty  that  exists  all  over  America  today. 

2.  First,  there  is  very  little  excess  wealth  generated.  The  few 
exceptions  are  those  reservations  located  close  to  metropolitan 
areas  like  Minneapolis.  Casinos  in  outstate  areas  are  not 
necessarily  golden  geese  and  generate  only  moderate  revenues,  lust 
like  non-Indians,  the  proceeds  of  Indians  business  go  where  the 
owners  choose.  For  many  reservations,  this  means  into 
infrastructure  like  schools,  roads,  utilities,  phones,  hospitals, 
higher  education,  job  training  and  the  like.  Non-Indians  businesses 
like  Norwest  Bank,  Neiman-Marcus,  and  Exxon  offer  very  little  to  the 
poor  in  our  society  and  are  not  expected  to.  To  expect  Indian 
casinos  to  contribute  beyond  their  own  pressing  needs  is  a double 
standard  which  should  not  be  tolerated. 

3.  It  is  up  to  each  individual  nation  to  determine  how  to  distribute 
the  proceeds  of  their  resources.  Most  choose  to  build  inf rastructure 
or  reaquire  lost  land. 

4.  Corruption  on  Indian  reservations  is  frequently  the  result  of 
governmental  structures  set  up  by  the  U.S.  government  after  Indian 
governmental  systems  were  deliberately  destroyed  by  same. 

Non-Indian  America  therefore  has  a moral  responsibility  to  support 
Indian  nations  as  they  struggle  to  correct  the  problem. 

Additionally,  corruption  at  all  levels  of  government  exist  in  the 
dominant  culture  as  well.  Few  would  seriously  consider  doing  away 
with  American  sovereignty.  Again  the  double  standard. 

In  a perfect  world,  native  people  would  not  have  to  always  be  defending 
themselves  against  a double  standard.  However,  it  is  not  a perfect 
world.  Therefore,  revealing  that  double  standard  for  what  it  is  is 
an  important  and  necessary  chore. 

I look  forward  to  your  comments. 


Christine  Penney 

Project  Coordinator 

University  of  Minnesota 

187  McNeal  Hall  - 1987  Buford  Ave 

St.  Paul j MN  55108 

612-624-1237 

cpenney@che2. che .umn.edu 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"I  have  sometime  thought  of  the  final  cause  of  dogs  having 
such  short  lives,  and  I am  quite  satisfied  it  is  in 
compassion  to  the  human  race;  for  if  we  suffer  so  much  in 
losing  a dog  after  an  acquaintance  of  ten  or  twelve  years, 
what  would  it  be  if  they  were  to  live  double  that  time?" 
Sir  Walter  Scott  (1771-1832) 

— "RE:  Legal  Brief  on  Wolves"  


From:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

Date:  Mon,  29  Dun  1998  10:05:26  EDT 

Sub j : Legal  Brief  on  wolves/thanks  Diyehii 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

Date:  98-06-24  14:58:16  EDT 
From:  Diyehii 
BCC:  ShngSprt 


(2)  articles.  First  is  a web  news  account  and  the  second  is  the  full  press 
release  that  the  article  was  written  from.  David 

.o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/o/ 

? /o/o  /o/o  /o/o/o  /o/o/o  /o/o/o  /o/o  /o/o/o  /o/o/o  /o/o  /o/o/o  /o/o/o  /o/o/o  /o/o  /o/o/o  /o/o/o  /o/o 

>Wildlife  Group  Appeals  Decision 

>(DENVER,  Colorado)  --  An  environmental  group  wants  to  overturn  a judge's 
>decision  that  could  end  the  wolf  reintroduction  program.  Defenders  of 
Wildlife  has  filed  federal  court  papers  in  Denver,  Colorado...  appealing  a 
December  1997  decision  by  Dudge  William  Downes  of  the  U-S  District  Court 
in  Wyoming. 

The  American  Farm  Bureau  sued...  contending  the  reintroduction  of  wolves 
was  illegal.  Downes  agreed  and  ordered  the  wolves  to  be  removed.  The  Farm 
Bureau  and  most  agricultural  groups  opposed  the  wolf  program  because  of 
the  threat  to  farm  animals. 

In  biological  terms,  experts  say  the  wolf  transplant  has  been  a huge 
success.  About  two-dozen  wolves  were  transplanted  into  Yellowstone  Park... 
and  there  are  now  almost  100  wolves  in  the  area.  The  story  is  much  the 
same  in  the  wilderness  of  Central  Idaho  and  Western  Montana,  where  wolves 
were  also  reintroduced. 


#################################################################  BELOW 
IS  THE  PRESS  RELEASE  FROM  DEFENDERS  OF  WILDLIFE:  For  Immediate  Release 
Dune  22,  1998  Contact: Doan  Moody  202-682-9400  x220  >(Media) 

Denver,  CO  - Defenders  of  Wildlife  filed  a legal  brief  in  the  10th 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  Denver  today  to  try  to  save  the  lives  of  more 
than  a hundred  and  fifty  gray  wolves  in  the  Yellowstone  ecosystem  and 
Idaho.  Represented  by  Brian  O'Neill,  the  attorney  who  won  the  Exxon  Valdez 
case  for  plaintiffs.  Defenders  is  asking  the  appeals  court  to  reverse  a 
district  court  order  that  the  wolves  must  be  removed. 

Defenders  is  appealing  a December  12,  1997  decision  by  Dudge  William 
Downes  of  the  U.S.  District  Court  in  Wyoming.  Downes  ruled  in  favor  of  the 
American  Farm  Bureau's  contention  that  reintroduction  of  wolves  in  the 
region  three  years  ago  was  illegal,  citing  an  interpretation  of  technical 
language  in  the  Endangered  Species  Act  (ESA).  He  also  ordered  the  wolves 
to  be  removed,  staying  the  order  pending  expected  appeals  by  the 
government  and  others.  "We're  appealing  not  only  to  save  the  lives  of  the 
wolves  but  also  to  secure  the  future  of  our  nation's  most  successful 
wildlife  reintroduction  effort  ever,"  said  Defenders  of  Wildlife  Legal 
Director  Bill  Snape.  "There  is  nowhere  for  the  wolves  to  go  if  they  are 
removed  --  Canada  doesn't  want  them  back  and  the  nation's  zoos  can't 
accommodate  them.  Based  on  an  incorrect  reading  of  the  Endangered  Species 
Act  argued  by  the  Wyoming  Farm  Bureau,  these  wolves  have  received  a death 


sentence/'  he  warned. 

"The  legal  brief  we  are  filing  today  says  that  not  only  is  the  trial 
court  decision  wrong,  but  so  is  the  proposed  'remedy'  of  removing  the 
wolves.  The  Farm  Bureau  should  be  ashamed  of  its  suit  and  should'drop  it. 
Otherwise,  we'll  fight  all  the  way  to  the  Supreme  Court  if  necessary  and 
we'll  win."  Defenders  of  Wildlife  is  collecting  petitions  from  visitors  to 
Yellowstone  National  Park  this  summer  urging  the  Farm  Bureau  to  drop  its 
suit.  A little  more  than  three  years  ago  the  howl  of  the  wolf  had  been 
missing  from  its  historic  home  in  Yellowstone  for  decades.  Starting  with 
the  release  of  the  first  fourteen  wolves  brought  in  from  Canada  in  1995, 
the  packs  in  the  Yellowstone  region  alone  have  grown  to  a population  of 
about  a hundred.  Additional  wolves  reintroduced  in  Idaho  also  have 
flourished  (Before  this  year's  breeding  season,  there  were  an  estimated 
85-90  wolves  in  the  Yellowstone  region  and  75-80  in  Idaho.) 

"Right  now  is  denning  season  and  we  already  know  that  we've  got  23  pups. 
And  that's  just  three  litters  counted,"  says  Doug  Smith,  Project  Leader  of 
Yellowstone  Wolf  Restoration. 

The  judge's  order  calls  for  "removal"  not  only  of  the  reintroduced 
wolves,  but  also  these  pups  and  other  offspring  of  the  original  Canadian 
wolves.  The  crux  of  Dudge  Downes'  decision  was  a determination  that  the  U. 
S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (FWS)  should  not  have  reintroduced  the  wolves 
as  an  "experimental  population"  under  the  ESA.  The  "experimental" 
designation  gives  federal  managers  of  reintroduced  wild  species  more 
flexibility  to  deal  with  unintended  problems,  such  as  allowing  relocation 
of  an  animal  on  the  infrequent  occasions  when  a wolf  preys  on  livestock. 

In  addition,  the  Defenders  of  Wildlife  Wolf  Compensation  Trust  reimburses 
livestock  owners  at  fair  market  value  for  such  losses. 

"The  district  court  erred  when  it  found  that  FWS  unlawfully  introduced 
an  'experimental'  population  of  gray  wolves  into  Yellowstone  and  central 
Idaho,"  Defenders  told  the  appellate  court  today.  "FWS  properly  exercised 
its  discretion  when  it  released  populations  of  gray  wolves  outside  the 
current  range  of  any  breeding  pairs  of  wolves  and  when  it  managed  the 
released  populations  as  experimental  populations."  Even  if  the  Court  of 
Appeals  finds  that  the  FWS  did  not  fully  comply  with  the  ESA,  Defenders 
argues  that  "the  proper  remedy  is  not  to  compel  FWS  to  remove,  and  most 
likely  kill,  experimental  gray  wolves  that  are  currently  aiding  the 
recovery  of  this  species." 

Noted  attorney  Brian  O'Neill  of  the  Minneapolis-based  law  firm  of  Faegre 
& Benson  entered  the  case  on  appeal  in  December  on  behalf  of  Defenders  of 
Wildlife,  the  National  Wildlife  Federation  and  other  wolf  supporters. 
O'Neill  served  as  the  lead  plaintiffs'  counsel  in  the  successful  historic 
civil  suit  against  the  Exxon  Corporation  stemming  from  the  1989  Exxon 
Valdez  oil  spill.  In  addition,  others  filing  legal  briefs  today  on  the 
side  of  Defenders  and  FWS  include  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe,  which  has  sole 
responsibility  for  coordinating  and  managing  the  return  and  recovery  of 
the  gray  wolf  in  its  former  range  in  the  tribe's  treaty  territory  in  Idaho. 

"The  return  of  the  gray  wolf  and  its  recovery  mirror  the  path  of  the  Nez 
Perce  people,"  said  Daime  Pinkham,  a member  of  the  tribe's  executive 
committee.  "When  the  West  was  settled,  there  were  obstacles.  The  Nez  Perce 
people  were  one  of  those  obstacles;  they  got  in  the  way  and  they  were 
removed.  The  gray  wolf  suffered  a similar  fate.  Now,  both  our  people  and 
the  wolf  are  struggling  to  regain  their  rightful  place." 

"RE : Appalling  Wolf  Massacre  in  Canada"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Dun  1998  21:08:06  +0100 
From:  chris  <chris@shiloh. demon. co.uk> 

Sub j : Fwd : AN  APPALLING  WOLF  MASSACRE  IN  CANADA  !!!!! 

Gary 

I don't  know  if  you  already  know  about  this  but  I received  it  a little 
earlier  this  evening  from  an  acquaintance  here  in  England.  I've 
forwarded  it  to  several  people  so  far  and  am  wondering  if  you  want  to  do 
anything  with  it. 

Thanks . 


Forwarded  message  follows  

I thought  you  would  be  interested 

It  saddens  me  to  see  how  man  can  be  so  afraid  of  wisdom 
Sayana 

In  trying  to  find  sympathetic  people  who  would  be  horrified  at  what  I am 
enclosing  for  you  to  read,  I went  to  the  Members  Directory,  pulling  up 

Native  American,  Wolves,  and  found  all  you  many  people  listed this  is 

the  first  time  I have  ever  done  anything  like  this,  but  after  you  read  my 
note,  and  scroll  down  to  see  what  I am  sending  you,  I am  trusting  that  you, 
also,  will  be  appalled  at  the  wolf  massacre  described. 

I am  asking  you  please  to  write  to  the  Minister  (his  name  & address  are 
included),  and  insist  that  this  atrocity  be  halted  immediately.  Please 
make  your  letters  strong- 

there  is  no  e-mail  address  and  it  will  require  actually  putting  pen  to 
paper  and  donating  envelope  and  stamp,  but  if  we  can  do  this  right  away, 
we  may  be  able  to  save  future  lives  of  the  wolf  population. 

I have  also  learned  that  the  states  of  Minnesota  (primarily),  along  with 
Wisconsin  and  a few  northern  most  places,  are  planning  on  delisting  the 
wolf  - which  will  make  it  legal  to  kill  here  in  the  states.  If  you  would 
also  be  interested  in  trying  to  stop  this,  please  email  me  back  and  I will 
give  you  Bruce  Babbitt's  internet  address. 

But  right  now  the  murder  of  these  wolves  in  the  Northwest  Territories 
proceeding  as  I type,  and  I ask  that  you  get  involved  to  try  to  stop  this. 
Please  email  me  back  for  any  additional  information.  Thank  you  (Pilamaya) 

. . . Lupospirit  Nelda 

I am  yet  again  asking  for  your  help looks  like  its  open  season  on 

Wolves,  and  I have  to  step  in  where  I can  to  protect  my  guide  and 
protector,  Canis  Lupus.. 

Dust  got  a copy  of  an  article  in  Canada's  national  newspaper.  The  Globe 

& Mail .. .titled  Snowmobile  hunt  claims  hundreds  of  wolves 

The  snowy  white  tundra  of  northern  Canada  was  soaked  with  the  blood 
of  hundreds  of  magnificent  wolves.  A dozen  hunters  in  Canada's  North- 
west Territories  singlehandedly  killed  more  than  460  wolves  - one  of  the 
worst  slaughters  of  wolves  since  their  near-extermination  earlier  this 
century. 

Terrified  wolves  were  chased  at  high  speeds  out  onto  the  open  treeless 
tundra  - where  there  was  no  place  to  hide.  When  the  animals  collapsed 
from  exhaustion,  the  hunters  circled  their  snowmobiles  and  shot  the 
wolves  from  point  blank  range. . 

The  final  tally  of  wolves  killed  will  be  significantly  higher  than  the 
460  thus  far  reported.  Several  hunters  who  are  expected  to  make  large 
kills  have  not  yet  prepared  the  skins  for  export,  so  have  not  been 
included  in  the  count.  Biologists  are  especially  worried  because  the 
Northwest  Territories  has  no  count  of  the  number  of  wolves  in  the  region 
and  no  data  on  what  damage  a kill  of  this  magnitude  could  do  to  the 
nation's  wolf  population. 

I am  asking  you  to  please  take  the  time  to  write  and  protest  strongly 
this  appalling  massacre  of  wolves.  Say  this  continued  practice  will 
devastate  the  wolf  population  and  create  international  bad  will  and 
embarrassment  for  the  government  of  the  Northwest  Territories.  Urge  them 
to  ban  the  practice  of  using  snowmobiles  to  chase  and  kill  wolves 
immediately.  Tell  them  you  are  cancelling  vacation  plans.,  whatever  you 
think  will  work,  but  make  it  strong!! 

Write  to:  Mr.  Steven  Kakfwi,  Minister 

Department  of  Resources,  Wildlife  & Economic  Development 
Government  of  the  Northwest  Territories 
Scotia  Centre  Box  21 
600  5102-50  Avenue 
Yellowknife,  NT  CANADA  X1A  2L9 

Now,  as  if  that  weren't  bad  enough,  I was  watching  TV  last  night 
(something  I rarely  do),  and  on  the  Chilkat  River  inj  Alaska,  where  bald 
eagles  congregate,  they  are  going  to  open  the  area  to  copper  mines... more 
wildlife  endangered.  And  today,  in  my  hometown  newspaper  (Nashville,  TN), 
they  are  going  to  begin  strip  mining  above 

Falls  Creek  Falls,  a beautiful  pristine  area  East  of  Nashville.  Creator, 


where  will  it  all  end???  When  will  the  two  legged  race  stop  this  senseless 
abuse  of  our  natural  resources  --  see  my  earlier  Native  Wisdom  today... I 
did  that  one  before  all  this  came  to  my  attention...  coincidence???  Not 
likely. 

Mitakuye  Oyasin Nelda 


chris 


"RE : The  On-Going  Six  Nations  Saga"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Dun  1998  23:27:37  -0800 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  News  Service"  <Mohawkns@cyberglobe . net> 

Sub j : The  On-Going  Six  Nations  Saga 

- What  is  the  Crown's  fiduciary  responsibility? 

UUCP  email 
The  On-going  Saga: 

What  is  the  Crown's  fiduciary  responsibility  to  the  Six  Nations 
Iroquois? 

MNN.  Mohawk  Nation  News.  16  Dune  98.  In  a letter  to  Her  Majesty  Queen 
Elizabeth  II,  Richard  Hill,  a Mohawk  resident  of  the  Six  Nations  at 
Grand  River  (via  Ontario  Canada)  asks  a lot  of  questions  about  the 
doings  of  the  Indian  Act  band  council  In  1924  the  Canadian  government 
brutally  forced  their  band  council  system  on  Six  Nations  territory. 

Hill  is  now  asking  the  Queen  to  find  out  what  is  happening  to  their 
funds  and  affairs  which  Britain  placed  in  Canada's  hands  without  Six 
Nations'  consent.  So  far  Hill  has  not  been  answered.. 

ILLEGAL  BAND  COUNCIL.  This  band  council  is  not  legal  under  Iroquois  laws 
and  has  inadvertently  become  illegal  under  Canadian  laws.  Three  years 
ago  the  Indian  Act  Band  Council  replaced  themselves  as  a new  "customary 
council".  To  do  this  the  Order  in  Council  putting  the  band  council  under 
Section  74  of  the  Indian  Act  was  revoked.  There  was  no  consultation 
with  the  people.  When  two  members  of  Six  Nations  protested,  the  new 
"custom"  council  backed  off  and  stepped  down  from  power.  But  they 
returned  to  the  Council  House  as  the  old  Indian  Act  Band  council  without 
an  Order  in  Council  to  put  themselves  back  in.  In  effect  there  is  no 
legal  band  council  at  Six  Nations. 

HISTORICAL  RELATIONSHIP  WITH  BRITAIN.  When  the  Iroquois  moved  north, 
they  initially  wanted  to  lease  their  land.  According  to  Iroquois  law, 
the  land  title  is  held  by  the  women  on  behalf  of  their  future 
descendants  and  cannot  be  sold.  But  Britain  would  only  help  the 
Iroquois  survive  if  their  lands  were  sold  and  the  Crown  took  the 
proceeds  and  held  them  in  trust.  Unfortunately  the  Crown  squandered  the 
trust  money  after  selling  the  lands.  The  Iroquois  have  been  asking 
about  the  mismanagement  of  their  financial  affairs  for  over  a century. 

Now  again  they  have  turned  to  Her  Majesty  hoping  that  the  Crown  is 
finally  willing  to  resolve  some  of  the  wrongs  of  the  past.  They  are 
asking  for  a forensic  audit  and  proper  compensation.  The  Iroquois  want 
to  know  how  Her  Majesty  intends  to  fulfill  her  trust  obligations. 

HER  MADESTY'S  IROQUOIS  ALLIES.  The  Iroquois  are  allies  and  not  subjects 
of  Britain.  Iroquois  sovereignty  supersedes  that  of  Canada.  At  first 
Britain  recognized  Iroquois  sovereignty.  The  Iroquois  never  let  Britain 
down.  But  at  the  time  of  the  League  of  Nations  Britain  collaborated  with 
Canada  to  prevent  international  recognition.  Which  part  of  its  history 
does  Britain  want  to  uphold?  The  part  where  it  defended  its  allies 
honourably  or  the  part  where  it  let  them  down?  Is  Britain  ready  to  renew 
the  Silver  Covenant  Chain? 

NO  ORDER  IN  COUNCIL.  Does  Canada  support  the  rule  of  law?  It  is  not 
valid  in  Canadian  law  to  put  in  a band  council  without  an  Order  in 
Council.  So  why  is  Canada  doing  business  with  this  illegal  band 
council?  Actually  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  can  now  return  to  its  seat 
of  power  at  the  Six  Nations  Territory  from  which  it  was  ousted  in  1924. 

The  procedures  used  at  that  time  would  not  pass  muster  under 
international  law  today.  But  will  the  Crown  and  Canada  honour  the 


traditional  government  of  the  Iroquois?  Does  Canada  believe  in 
supporting  international  law?  The  Iroquois  will  just  have  to  wait  and 
see . 

ROYAL  PROCLAMATION  1763.  The  Royal  Proclamation  affirms  Aboriginal 
nationhood,  sovereignty  and  ownership  of  North  America.  The  Six  Nations 
people  never  consented  to  Canada  imposing  the  Indian  Act  and  other 
legislation  that  meddles  in  their  affairs.  They  do  not  consider 
themselves  to  be  part  of  Canada.  In  the  beginning  Britain  did  not 
intend  to  let  the  settlers  dominate  the  Indigenous  people.  The  British 
North  America  1867  Act  put  "Indians  and  lands  reserved  for  the  Indians" 
as  a federal  relationship  because  Britain  recognized  the  Iroquois  as 
independent  and  not  part  of  the  settler  colony 

At  that  time  Canada's  colonial  government  was  subordinate  to  Britain 
without  powers  of  its  own.  No  one  considered  interfering  with  the 
Aboriginal  nations'  pre-existing  power  to  govern  themselves. 

Unfortunately  there  was  a period  in  which  corrupt  and  ignorant 
bureaucrats  mismanaged  and  misinterpreted  the  law.  The  Aboriginal  right 
to  self-government  has  now  been  clarified  and  reconfirmed  by  Section  35 
of  Canada's  Constitution  Act  of  1982.  However,  Canada  seems  reluctant 
to  break  from  its  corrupt  bureaucratic  tradition  and  uphold  its  laws. 
According  to  natural,  international  and  constitutional  law,  Canada's 
band  council  system  has  no  jurisdiction  on  unceded  land.  This  status  of 
the  Six  Nations  Territory  was  guaranteed  when  the  Iroquois  came  to 
Britain's  defense  in  the  American  War  of  Independence. 

FIDUCIARY  RESPONSIBILITY.  The  Royal  Proclamation  set  up  a fiduciary 
responsibility  to  Indigenous  people  in  general  so  the  settlers  could 
live  on  Aboriginal  lands.  It  was  the  in  effect  rental  payment.  The 
Canadian  settlers  later  declared  that  Indigenous  people  had  no  legal 
capacity.  So  they  set  up  trust  accounts  to  hang  onto  Indian  monies  to 
meet  their  fiduciary  obligations.  Canada  then  declared  that  the 
fiduciary  obligation  is  in  conflict  with  the  original  jurisdiction  of 
the  Indigenous  people.  To  get  their  funds,  the  Indigenous  people  have 
been  told  they  have  to  give  up  their  rights.  This  is  a fallacy.  The 
Royal  Proclamation  is  in  fact  an  international  trust  concept  under  which 
Indigenous  nations  cannot  give  up  Aboriginal  rights  and  title.  In  other 
words,  the  fiduciary  obligation  is  not  in  conflict  with  Aboriginal 
rights.  They  co-exist  together  and  cannot  be  repealed.  They  represent  a 
sacred  trust  to  future  generations  as  yet  unborn.  This  is  a nation  to 
nation  obligation  which  the  Crown  is  being  asked  to  live  up  to. 

Canada  realizes  this  trust  concept.  However,  it  will  only  negotiate 
with  their  illegitimate  band  councils,  not  with  the  true  sovereign 
governments  of  the  Indigenous  nations.  The  Iroquois  Confederacy  has 
always  maintained  its  own  constitution  known  as  the  Great  Law  of  Peace, 
the  Kaienerekowa,  by  which  their  traditional  government  functions.  They 
are  now  asking  the  Queen  to  help  restore  the  peace  that  was  disrupted  by 
the  past  negligence  of  the  Crown's  servants. 

INDEPENDENT  THIRD  PARTY  MEDIATION.  The  Iroquois  are  asking  that  the  law 
be  upheld  and  that  an  independent  neutral  third  party  be  assigned  to 
fairly  settle  issues  between  Canada  and  the  Iroquois  concerning  their 
trust  funds,  finances  and  other  matters.  This  third  party  adjudication 
procedure  has  a precedent.  It  was  established  by  the  Mohengan  in  1704 
concerning  a land  dispute  between  them  and  the  settlers  in  Connecticut. 

The  Mohegan  applied  to  the  Court  of  Queen  Anne  and  were  granted  an 
impartial  third  party  adjudication.  It  was  found  that  the  colonial 
governments  of  British  North  America  could  not  legally  adjudicate  this 
dispute  as  they  were  one  of  the  parties.  When  the  Six  Nations  tried  to 
get  neutral  arbitration  in  1924,  Canadian  bureaucrats  stopped  it.  The 
Six  Nations  are  asking  Her  Majesty  to  give  them  the  due  process  they 
were  denied  in  the  past  and  to  help  bring  their  concerns  to  the 
international  level  with  the  Human  Rights  Commission  of  the  United 
Nations . 

CONTACT  Richard  W.  Hill,  Sour  Springs  Road,  Six  Nations,  Grand  River 
Territory  (Canada)  N0A  1H0  519-445-2033  email  kanienke@execulink.com 
Canadian  Alliance  In  Solidarity  with  the  Native  Peoples,  P.O.  Box  574, 
Toronto  Ontario  Canada  M5S  1X7  416-635-8696  Fax  416-972-6232 


casnp@pathcom.com 

http://www.pathcom.com/~casnp 

http://www.cybenglobe.net/usens/otsina 

Hill  sent  copies  of  the  letten  to  Secnetany  Genenal  Kofi  Annan  of  the 
United  Nations;  Ambassadon  J.H.W.  Fietelaars,  Embassy  of  the 
Nethenlands;  Cuban  Pnesident  Fidel  Castno;  Deputy  Registnan  of  the 
Intennational  Count  of  Justice;  Fnench  Pnesident  Jacques  Chinac;  South 
Afnican  Pnesident  Nelson  Mandela;  Govennon  Genenal  of  Canada  Romeo 
LeBlanc;  and  to  leadens  of  the  Opposition  panties  in  Panliament. 
Suppontens  wonld  wide  ane  being  asked  to  give  thein  assistance,  such  as 
sending  lettens  of  suppont  fon  independent  neutnal  mediation  between 
Canada  and  the  Six  Nations  Confedenacy:  Queen  Elizabeth;  Kofi  Annan  of 

the  United  Nations;  Canadian  Pnime  Ministen  Jean  Chnetien;  Ministen  of 
Indian  Affains  Jane  Stewant;  and  to  Canadian  embassies  in  their 
countries . 
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1986.  The  North  Slope  Borough's  Commission  on  Inupiaq  History,  Language 
and  Culture's  Elder's  Conference  on  the  topic  of  traditional  Inupiaq  laws. 
Alaska . 

A Summary  of  General  Session  reports  by  village 
Anaktuvuk  Pass 

The  Anaktuvuk  Pass  people  say  violence  and  murder  were  unheard  of  so  they 
had  no  comment  on  this.  On  neglected  children  they  report  that  relatives 
took  care  of  them.  Adoption  was  by  common  consent  and  took  place  between 
relatives  or  other  well  off  couples  if  a family  had  one  too  many  children. 

A child  grew  up  knowing  who  his  original  parents  were.  As  punishment  for 
disobedience  and  vandalism  child  was  told  horror  stories  about  an  imp  who 
plays  cat's  cradle  (string  games)  with  his  intestines.  Older  siblings 
taught  younger  children.  Oldest  brother  and  sister  never  got  a thrashing 
because  they  are  to  take  over  if  something  happens  to  the  parents.  The 
dead  were  buried  with  their  personal  belongings.  An  adopted  child 
inherited  just  like  others,  though  there  wasn't  much  to  inherit  from 
nomads.  A person  said  who  was  to  inherit  what  while  they  were  still  alive. 

No  food  (game)  was  ever  wasted.  It  could  always  be  stored.  A thief 
always  became  known  and  was  warned  about  his  behavior  by  elders. 

Pt.  Lay 

The  group  doesn't  know  about  any  murders  long  ago  so  they  can't  report 
on  it.  For  sexual  abuse  the  offender  was  spoken  to  until  embarrassed 
enough  not  to  do  it  again.  Sibling  acquired  through  parents'  swapping 
relationships  and  that  was  a mean  thing  (it  is  not  clear  what  the  group 
means  by  this)  but  there  was  no  punishment  for  it.  On  child  care  the 
group  reports  that  relatives  and  neighbors  pitched  in  during  difficult 
times.  Thrashing  was  punishment  for  misbehaving.  Parents  have  authority 
over  their  children  as  do  the  older  brother  and  sister.  Any  elder,  uncle 
or  grandparent,  also  has  authority  over  children.  People  didn't  own  land 
but  there  was  an  understanding  that  descendants  built  on  immediate 
surrounds  of  family's  house  and  also  on  the  location  of  out  of  town  cabins 
(perhaps  referring  to  family  fish  camp  or  trapping  cabin).  Theft  was  not 
common  and  a thief  always  became  known.  People  never  wasted  food,  it  could 
always  be  stored. 

Pt.  Hope  (My  great-grandfather ' s village--his  Eskimo  name:  Akpayuk) 

In  cases  of  violence  elders  could  counsel  the  offender.  In  cases  of 
murder  the  relatives  of  the  victim  got  together  and  waited  for  the 
opportune  moment  for  revenge.  Murder  of  children  was  not  known  though  the 


group  supposes  that  revenge  would  be  the  response.  When  a man  got  his 
daughter  pregnant  the  community  spread  his  legs  apart  over  a fire  as 
punishment.  Uncles,  aunts  or  grandparents  took  over  if  a child  was 
neglected.  Childless  couples  adopted  from  a sister  or  close  relative  or 
anyone  who  wanted  to  give  up  a child.  For  misbehaving  the  father  thrashed 
the  child  with  a belt.  The  eldest  son  took  over  responsibility  if  the 
parents  passed  away.  There  wasn't  much  property  but  a person  passed  it  on 
verbally  and  publicly  before  death.  A thief  was  revealed  by  pounding  the 
vacant  place  where  article  was.  If  you  must  take  something  from  a cache 
you  must  inform  the  owner  when  you  get  home.  No  food  (game)  was  ever 
wasted  because  it  could  always  be  preserved  and  stored. 

Nuiqsut 

All  violence  is  the  result  of  alcohol  so  it  is  not  traditional  behavior. 
Family  members  may  move  out  if  one  of  them  gets  violent.  The  only  time  a 
child  was  abandoned  was  when  the  Nunamiut  were  traveling  and  had  to  leave 
an  infant  behind.  The  decision  was  between  man  and  wife.  Sexual  abuse 
may  be  related  to  alcohol  and  only  verbal  expressions  were  made  to 
embarrass  the  offender.  Even  distant  relatives  were  called  niece,  nephew, 
aunt,  uncle,  cousin  so  if  there  was  no  immediate  relative  to  take  care  of 
a child  in  need  it  would  be  taken  care  of  by  a more  distant  relative.  An 
adopted  child  was  often  more  favored  than  the  natural  child.  Punishment 
for  disobedience  was  a thrashing  by  the  sinew.  A woman  kept  a piece  of 
sinew  by  her  side  from  which  she  split  a strand  when  needed  for  sewing. 

The  unsplit  band  was  what  she  used  for  spanking.  For  vandalism  you  speak 
to  the  child.  Oldest  children  help  teach  the  youngest  ones.  Property 
that  was  inherited  included  kayaks,  umiaqs,  dogs,  fish  nets  and  seal  nets. 
Adopted  children  got  anything  extra.  If  something  is  stolen  you  pound  the 
empty  spot  and  the  thief's  hand  swells  up.  Stealing  from  a cache  was  a 
very  serious  offense  and  could  result  in  a killing.  Food  (game)  never  was 
wasted.  It  was  always  preserved  or  cached. 

Kaktovik 

The  group  does  not  have  much  information  on  violence  except  that  when  a 
person  was  growing  up  he  would  be  told  not  to  participate  in  violent  acts. 
Adoption  was  out  of  compassion  for  a childless  couple.  Adopted  children 
were  often  favored.  For  disobedience  or  vandalism  a child  was  turned  over 
to  a council  of  elders.  The  oldest  child  may  inherit  property  or  it  may 
be  divided  equally.  A violent  person,  after  a warning,  was  banned  from 
the  community.  No  food  (game)  was  ever  wasted.  It  was  always  cached, 
maybe  under  rocks. 

Atkasuk 

The  reporting  delegate  was  offended  by  some  of  the  questions  and  did  not 
give  a full  report  on  the  caucus  discussions.  Fie  did  suggest  that  many  of 
the  court's  current  cases  may  not  reflect  behavior  that  existed  in 
traditional  times. 

Wainwright 

In  cases  of  violence,  the  community  leaders  would  select  a group  of 
strong  men,  along  with  a brother  of  the  offender,  to  hold  him  and  take 
away  his  weapons.  If  he  was  mentally  sick  they  held  him  in  an  unoccupied 
house  and  took  care  of  him  until  help  arrived.  There  didn't  used  to  be 
child  neglect  as  relatives  would  help  out.  Inheritance  was  from  father  to 
oldest  son  and  was  expressed  verbally  before  the  parent  died.  The  Coast 
Guard  started  arriving  along  the  coast  around  1925  and  the  U.S.  law  began 
affecting  inheritance  --  it  changed  to  spouse  instead  of  oldest  son  at 
that  time.  The  Federal  Marshal  has  brought  territorial  law  to  the 
villages  since  1930.  It  used  to  be  th  elders  who  were  leaders,  now  it  is 
the  young  people  and  things  have  changed  so  that  Inupiat  law  and  language 
is  being  lost. 

Barrow 

Violence  was  punished  by  revenge  by  the  relatives  of  the  victim.  In  the 
case  of  Payyuq,  who  murdered  a child,  the  whole  community  took  action 


against  him.  In  cases  of  sexual  abuse  against  a woman;  after  repeated 
warnings  the  man  was  executed  by  the  community.  Neglect  and  child  abuse 
are  modern  offenses  and  they  result  of  drugs  and  alcohol.  Adoption  was  by 
mutual  consent.  In  cases  of  misbehavior  the  community  pitched  in  to  help. 
Inheritance  was  to  the  eldest  son  who  took  care  of  the  family  if  the 
father  died.  The  group  did  not  finish  all  the  questions. 
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> 

>KIOWA  TRIBE  OF  OKLAHOMA  v.  MANUFACTURING  TECHNOLOGIES,  INC. 

> 

>CERTIORARI  TO  THE  COURT  OF  CIVIL  APPEALS  OF  OKLAHOMA  , FIRST  DIVISION 

> 

>No . 96-1037. 

>Argued  Danuary  12,  1998  - 
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> 

Petitioner,  a federally  recognized  Indian  Tribe,  owns  land  in  Oklahoma, 
and  the  United  States  holds  land  in  trust  for  it  there.  After  the  Tribe's 
industrial  development  commission  agreed  to  buy  from  respondent  certain 
stock  issued  by  a third  party,  the  then-chairman  of  its  business  committee 
signed  a promissory  note,  in  the  Tribe's  name,  agreeing  to  pay  respondent 
$285,000  plus  interest.  The  note  recites  it  was  signed  at  Carnegie, 

Oklahoma,  where  the  Tribe  has  a complex  on  trust  land.  According  to 
respondent,  however,  the  note  was  executed  and  delivered  in  Oklahoma  City, 
beyond  tribal  lands,  and  obligated  the  Tribe  to  make  its  payments  in  that 
city.  The  note  does  not  specify  a governing  law,  but  provides  that  nothing 
in  it  subjects  or  limits  the  Tribe's  sovereign  rights.  The  Tribe  defaulted 
on  the  note;  respondent  sued  in  state  court;  and  the  Tribe  moved  to  dismiss 
for  lack  of  jurisdiction,  relying  in  part  on  its  sovereign  immunity  from 
suit.  The  trial  court  denied  the  motion  and  entered  judgment  for 
respondent.  The  Oklahoma  Court  of  Civil  Appeals  affirmed,  holding  that 
Indian  tribes  are  subject  to  suit  in  state  court  for  breaches  of  contract 
involving  off-reservation  commercial  conduct. 

> 

>Held:  Indian  tribes  enjoy  sovereign  immunity  from  civil  suits  on 
contracts,  whether  those  contracts  involve  governmental  or  commercial 
activities  and  whether  they  were  made  on  or  off  a reservation.  As  a matter 
of  federal  law,  a tribe  is  subject  to  suit  only  where  Congress  has 
authorized  the  suit  or  the  tribe  has  waived  its  immunity.  See,  e.g..  Three 
Affiliated  Tribes  of  Fort  Berthold  Reservation  v.  Wold  Engineering,  P.  C., 
476  U.S.  877,  890.  Respondent's  request  to  confine  such  immunity  to 
transactions  on  reservations  and  to  tribal  governmental  activities  is 
rejected.  This  Court's  precedents  have  not  drawn  those  distinctions,  see, 
e.g.,  Puyallup  Tribe,  Inc.  v.  Department  of  Game  of  Wash.,  433  U.S.  165, 

168,  172,  and  its  cases  allowing  States  to  apply  their  substantive  laws  to 
tribal  activities  occurring  outside  Indian  country  or  involving  nonmembers 
have  recognized  that  tribes  continue  to  enjoy  immunity  from  suit,  see, 
e.g.,  Oklahoma  Tax  Comm'n  v.  Citizen  Band  of  Potawatomi  Tribe  of  Okla.,  498 


U.S.  505,  510.  The  Oklahoma  Count  of  Appeals'  belief  that  federal  law  does 
not  mandate  such  immunity  is  mistaken.  It  is  a matter  of  federal  law  and  is 
not  subject  to  diminution  by  the  States.  E.g.,  Three  Affiliated  Tribes, 
supra,  at  891.  Nevertheless,  the  tribal  immunity  doctrine  developed  almost 
by  accident:  The  Court's  precedents  reciting  it,  see,  e.g..  United  States 
v.  United  States  Fidelity  & Guaranty  Co.,  309  U.S.  506,  512,  rest  on  early 
cases  that  assumed  immunity  without  extensive  reasoning,  see,  e.g..  Turner 
v.  United  States,  248  U.S.  354,  358.  The  wisdom  of  perpetuating  the 
doctrine  may  be  doubted,  but  the  Court  chooses  to  adhere  to  its  earlier 
decisions  in  deference  to  Congress,  see  Potawatomi,  supra,  at  510,  which 
may  wish  to  exercise  its  authority  to  limit  tribal  immunity  through 
explicit  legislation,  see,  e.g.,  Santa  Clara  Pueblo  v.  Martinez,  436  U.S. 

49,  58.  Congress  has  not  done  so  thus  far,  nor  has  petitioner  waived 
immunity,  so  it  governs  here.  Pp.  2-8. 

> 

>Reversed.  KE  NNEDY  , 3.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  in  which 
REHNQUIST  , 

> 

>C.  D . , and  O'CONNOR  , SCALIA  , SOUTER  , and  BREYER  , 33.,  joined. 

> 

>STEVENS  , 3.,  filed  a dissenting  opinion,  in  which  THOMAS  and  GINSBURG  , 

> 

>33.,  joined. 

> 

>NOTICE:  This  opinion  is  subject  to  formal  revision  before  publication  in 
the  preliminary  print  of  the  United  States  Reports.  Readers  are  requested 
to  notify  the  Reporter  of  Decisions,  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
Washington,  D.  C.  20543,  of  any  typographical  or  other  formal  errors,  in 
order  that  corrections  may  be  made  before  the  preliminary  print  goes  to  press 
> 

>U.S.  Supreme  Court 
>No . 96-1037 
> 

>KIOWA  TRIBE  OF  OKLAHOMA,  PETITIONER  v.  MANUFACTURING  TECHNOLOGIES,  INC. 

> 

>0N  WRIT  OF  CERTIORARI  TO  THE  COURT  OF  CIVIL  APPEALS  OF  OKLAHOMA  , FIRST 

DIVISION 

>[May  26,  1998] 

> 

>3USTICE  KENNEDY  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 

> 

>In  this  commercial  suit  against  an  Indian  tribe,  the  Oklahoma  Court  of 
Appeals  rejected  the  tribe's  claim  of  sovereign  immunity.  Our  case  law  to 
date  often  recites  the  rule  of  tribal  immunity  from  suit.  While  these 
precedents  rest  on  early  cases  that  assumed  immunity  without  extensive 
reasoning,  we  adhere  to  these  decisions  and  reverse  the  judgment. 

> 

>1 

> 

Petitioner  Kiowa  Tribe  is  an  Indian  tribe  recognized  by  the  Federal 
Government.  The  Tribe  owns  land  in  Oklahoma,  and,  in  addition,  the  United 
States  holds  land  in  that  State  in  trust  for  the  Tribe.  Though  the  record 
is  vague  about  some  key  details,  the  facts  appear  to  be  as  follows:  In 
1990,  a tribal  entity  called  the  Kiowa  Industrial  Development  Commission 
agreed  to  buy  from  respondent  Manufacturing  Technologies  certain  stock 
issued  by  Clinton-Sherman  Aviation,  Inc.  On  April  3,  1990,  the 
then-Chairman  of  the  Tribe's  Business  Committee  signed  a promissory  note  in 
the  name  of  the  Tribe.  By  its  note,  the  Tribe  agreed  to  pay  Manufacturing 
Technologies  $285,000  plus  interest.  The  face  of  the  note  recites  it  was 
signed  at  Carnegie,  Oklahoma,  where  the  Tribe  has  a complex  on  land  held  in 
trust  for  the  Tribe.  According  to  respondent,  however,  the  Tribe  executed 
and  delivered  the  note  to  Manufacturing  Technologies  in  Oklahoma  City, 
beyond  the  Tribe's  lands,  and  the  note  obligated  the  Tribe  to  make  its 
payments  in  Oklahoma  City.  The  note  does  not  specify  a governing  law.  In  a 
paragraph  entitled  "Waivers  and  Governing  Law,"  it  does  provide:  "Nothing 


in  this  Note  subjects  or  limits  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  Kiowa  Tribe  of 
Oklahoma."  App.  14. 

> 

>The  Tribe  defaulted;  respondent  sued  on  the  note  in  state  court;  and  the 
Tribe  moved  to  dismiss  for  lack  of  jurisdiction,  relying  in  part  on  its 
sovereign  immunity  from  suit.  The  trial  court  denied  the  motion  and  entered 
judgment  for  respondent.  The  Oklahoma  Court  of  Appeals  affirmed,  holding 
Indian  tribes  are  subject  to  suit  in  state  court  for  breaches  of  contract 
involving  off-reservation  commercial  conduct.  The  Oklahoma  Supreme  Court 

declined  to  review  the  judgment,  and  we  granted  certiorari.  521  U.  S.  

(1997) . 

> 

>11 

> 

>As  a matter  of  federal  law,  an  Indian  tribe  is  subject  to  suit  only  where 
Congress  has  authorized  the  suit  or  the  tribe  has  waived  its  immunity.  See 
Three  Affiliated  Tribes  of  Fort  Berthold  Reservation  v.  Wold  Engineering, 

P.  C.,  476  U.S.  877,  890  (1986);  Santa  Clara  Pueblo  v.  Martinez,  436  U.S. 
49,  58  (1978);  United  States  v.  United  States  Fidelity  & Guaranty  Co.,  309 
U.S.  506,  512  (1940)  (USF&G)  . To  date,  our  cases  have  sustained  tribal 
immunity  from  suit  without  drawing  a distinction  based  on  where  the  tribal 
activities  occurred.  In  one  case,  a state  court  had  asserted  jurisdiction 
over  tribal  fishing  "both  on  and  off  its  reservation."  Puyallup  Tribe,  Inc. 
v.  Department  of  Game  of  Wash.,  433  U.S.  165,  167  (1977).  We  held  the 
Tribe's  claim  of  immunity  was  "well  founded,"  though  we  did  not  discuss  the 
relevance  of  where  the  fishing  had  taken  place.  Id.,  at  168,  172.  Nor  have 
we  yet  drawn  a distinction  between  governmental  and  commercial  activities 
of  a tribe.  See,  e.g.,  ibid,  (recognizing  tribal  immunity  for  fishing, 
which  may  well  be  a commercial  activity);  Oklahoma  Tax  Comm'n  v.  Citizen 
Band  of  Potawatomi  Tribe  of  Okla.,  498  U.S.  505  (1991)  (recognizing  tribal 
immunity  from  suit  over  taxation  of  cigarette  sales);  USF&G,  supra, 
(recognizing  tribal  immunity  for  coal-mining  lease).  Though  respondent  asks 
us  to  confine  immunity  from  suit  to  transactions  on  reservations  and  to 
governmental  activities,  our  precedents  have  not  drawn  these  distinctions. 

> 

>Our  cases  allowing  States  to  apply  their  substantive  laws  to  tribal 
activities  are  not  to  the  contrary.  We  have  recognized  that  a State  may 
have  authority  to  tax  or  regulate  tribal  activities  occurring  within  the 
State  but  outside  Indian  country.  See  Mescalero  Apache  Tribe  v.  lones,  411 
U.S.  145,  148-149  (1973);  see  also  Organized  Village  of  Kake  v.  Egan,  369 
U.S.  60,  75  (1962).  To  say  substantive  state  laws  apply  to  off-reservation 
conduct,  however,  is  not  to  say  that  a tribe  no  longer  enjoys  immunity  from 
suit.  In  Potawatomi  , for  example,  we  reaffirmed  that  while  Oklahoma  may 
tax  cigarette  sales  by  a Tribe's  store  to  nonmembers,  the  Tribe  enjoys 
immunity  from  a suit  to  collect  unpaid  state  taxes.  498  U.S.,  at  510.  There 
is  a difference  between  the  right  to  demand  compliance  with  state  laws  and 
the  means  available  to  enforce  them.  See  id.,  at  514. 

> 

>The  Oklahoma  Court  of  Appeals  nonetheless  believed  federal  law  did  not 
mandate  tribal  immunity,  resting  its  holding  on  the  decision  in  Hoover  v. 
Oklahoma  , 909  P.  2d  59  (Okla.  1995),  cert,  denied,  517  U.S.  1188  (1996). 

In  Hoover  , the  Oklahoma  Supreme  Court  held  that  tribal  immunity  for 
off -reservation  commercial  activity,  like  the  decision  not  to  exercise 
jurisdiction  over  a sister  State,  is  solely  a matter  of  comity.  909  P.  2d, 
at  62  (citing  Nevada  v.  Hall,  440  U.S.  410,  426  (1979)).  According  to 
Hoover  , because  the  State  holds  itself  open  to  breach  of  contract  suits, 
it  may  allow  its  citizens  to  sue  other  sovereigns  acting  within  the  State. 
We  have  often  noted,  however,  that  the  immunity  possessed  by  Indian  tribes 
is  not  coextensive  with  that  of  the  States.  See,  e.g.,  Blatchford  v.  Native 
Village  of  Noatak,  501  U.S.  775  (1991).  In  Blatchford  , we  distinguished 
state  sovereign  immunity  from  tribal  sovereign  immunity,  as  tribes  were  not 
at  the  Constitutional  Convention.  They  were  thus  not  parties  to  the 
"mutuality  of  . . . concession"  that  "makes  the  States'  surrender  of 
immunity  from  suit  by  sister  States  plausible."  Id.,  at  782;  accord  Idaho 
v.  Coeur  d'Alene  Tribe  of  Idaho,  521  U.  S.  , (1997)  (slip  op.,  at 


5-6).  So  tribal  immunity  is  a matter  of  federal  law  and  is  not  subject  to 
diminution  by  the  States.  Three  Affiliated  Tribes,  supra,  at  891; 

Washington  v.  Confederated  Tribes  of  Colville  Reservation,  447  U.S.  134, 

154  (1980). 

> 

>Though  the  doctrine  of  tribal  immunity  is  settled  law  and  controls  this 
case,  we  note  that  it  developed  almost  by  accident.  The  doctrine  is  said  by 
some  of  our  own  opinions  to  rest  on  the  Court's  opinion  in  Turner  v.  United 
States,  248  U.S.  354  (1919).  See,  e.g.,  Potawatomi,  supra,  at  510.  Though 
Turner  is  indeed  cited  as  authority  for  the  immunity,  examination  shows  it 
simply  does  not  stand  for  that  proposition.  The  case  arose  on  lands  within 
the  Creek  Nation's  "public  domain"  and  subject  to  "the  powers  of  [the] 
sovereign  people."  Turner  , supra,  at  355.  The  Creek  Nation  gave  each 
individual  Creek  grazing  rights  to  a portion  of  the  Creek  Nation's  public 
lands,  and  100  Creeks  in  turn  leased  their  grazing  rights  to  Turner,  a 
non-Indian.  He  built  a long  fence  around  the  land,  but  a mob  of  Creek 
Indians  tore  the  fence  down.  Congress  then  passed  a law  allowing  Turner  to 
sue  the  Creek  Nation  in  the  Court  of  Claims.  The  Court  of  Claims  dismissed 
Turner's  suit,  and  the  Court,  in  an  opinion  by  Justice  Brandeis,  affirmed. 
The  Court  stated:  "The  fundamental  obstacle  to  recovery  is  not  the  immunity 
of  a sovereign  to  suit,  but  the  lack  of  a substantive  right  to  recover  the 
damages  resulting  from  failure  of  a government  or  its  officers  to  keep  the 
peace."  Turner,  248  U.  S.  , at  358.  "No  such  liability  existed  by  the 
general  law."  Id.,  at  357. 

> 

>The  quoted  language  is  the  heart  of  Turner  . It  is,  at  best,  an  assumption 
of  immunity  for  the  sake  of  argument,  not  a reasoned  statement  of  doctrine. 
One  cannot  even  say  the  Court  or  Congress  assumed  the  congressional 
enactment  was  needed  to  overcome  tribal  immunity.  There  was  a very 
different  reason  why  Congress  had  to  pass  the  Act:  "The  tribal  government 
had  been  dissolved.  Without  authorization  from  Congress,  the  Nation  could 
not  then  have  been  sued  in  any  court;  at  least  without  its  consent."  Id., 
at  358.  The  fact  of  tribal  dissolution,  not  its  sovereign  status,  was  the 
predicate  for  the  legislation  authorizing  suit.  Turner  , then,  is  but  a 
slender  reed  for  supporting  the  principle  of  tribal  sovereign  immunity. 
Turner  's  passing  reference  to  immunity,  however,  did  become  an  explicit 
holding  that  tribes  had  immunity  from  suit.  We  so  held  in  USF&G  , saying: 
"These  Indian  Nations  are  exempt  from  suit  without  Congressional 
authorization."  309  U.S.,  at  512  (citing  Turner  , supra,  at  358).  As 
sovereigns  or  quasi-sovereigns,  the  Indian  Nations  enjoyed  immunity  "from 
judicial  attack"  absent  consent  to  be  sued.  309  U.S.,  at  513-514.  Later 
cases,  albeit  with  little  analysis,  reiterated  the  doctrine.  E.g., 

Puyallup,  433  U.  S.  , at  167,  172-173;  Santa  Clara  Pueblo  v.  Martinez,  436 
U.S.  49,  58  (1978);  Three  Affiliated  Tribes  , 476  U.S.,  at  890-891; 

Blatchford,  supra,  at  782;  Coeur  d'Alene,  supra,  at  (slip  op.,  at  6). 

> 

>The  doctrine  of  tribal  immunity  came  under  attack  a few  years  ago  in 
Potawatomi,  supra  . The  petitioner  there  asked  us  to  abandon  or  at  least 
narrow  the  doctrine  be  cause  tribal  businesses  had  become  far  removed  from 
tribal  self-governance  and  internal  affairs.  We  retained  the  doctrine, 
however,  on  the  theory  that  Congress  had  failed  to  abrogate  it  in  order  to 
promote  economic  development  and  tribal  self-sufficiency.  Potawatomi,  498 
U.S.,  at  510.  The  rationale,  it  must  be  said,  can  be  challenged  as 
inapposite  to  modern,  wide-ranging  tribal  enterprises  extending  well  beyond 
traditional  tribal  customs  and  activities.  JUSTICE  STEVENS  , in  a separate 
opinion,  criticized  tribal  immunity  as  "founded  upon  an  anachronistic 
fiction"  and  suggested  it  might  not  extend  to  off  reservation  commercial 
activity.  Id.,  at  514-515  (concurring  opinion). 

> 

>There  are  reasons  to  doubt  the  wisdom  of  perpetuating  the  doctrine.  At  one 
time,  the  doctrine  of  tribal  immunity  from  suit  might  have  been  thought 
necessary  to  protect  nascent  tribal  governments  from  encroachments  by 
States.  In  our  interdependent  and  mobile  society,  however,  tribal  immunity 
extends  beyond  what  is  needed  to  safeguard  tribal  self-governance.  This  is 
evident  when  tribes  take  part  in  the  Nation's  commerce.  Tribal  enterprises 


now  include  ski  resorts,  gambling,  and  sales  of  cigarettes  to  non-Indians. 
See  Mescalero  v.  Hones  , 411  U.S.  145  (1973)  ; Potawatomi,  supra  ; Seminole 
Tribe  of  Fla.  v.  Florida,  517  U.S.  44  (1996).  In  this  economic  context, 
immunity  can  harm  those  who  are  unaware  that  they  are  dealing  with  a tribe, 
who  do  not  know  of  tribal  immunity,  or  who  have  no  choice  in  the  matter,  as 
in  the  case  of  tort  victims. 

> 

>These  considerations  might  suggest  a need  to  abrogate  tribal  immunity,  at 
least  as  an  overarching  rule.  Respondent  does  not  ask  us  to  repudiate  the 
principle  outright,  but  suggests  instead  that  we  confine  it  to  reservations 
or  to  noncommercial  activities.  We  decline  to  draw  this  distinction  in  this 
case,  as  we  defer  to  the  role  Congress  may  wish  to  exercise  in  this 
important  judgment. 

> 

>Congress  has  acted  against  the  background  of  our  decisions.  It  has 
restricted  tribal  immunity  from  suit  in  limited  circumstances.  See,  e.g., 

25  U.S.C.  - 450f(c)(3)  (mandatory  liability  insurance);  2710(d) (7) (A) (ii) 
(gaming  activities).  And  in  other  statutes  it  has  declared  an  intention  not 
to  alter  it.  See,  e.g.,  -450n  (nothing  in  financial-assistance  program  is 
to  be  construed  as  "affecting,  modifying,  diminishing,  or  otherwise 
impairing  the  sovereign  immunity  from  suit  enjoyed  by  an  Indian  tribe"); 
see  also  Potawatomi  , 498  U.S.,  at  510  (discussing  Indian  Financing  Act  of 
1974,  88  Stat.  77,  25  U.S.C.  1451  et  seq . ). 

> 

>In  considering  Congress'  role  in  reforming  tribal  immunity,  we  find 
instructive  the  problems  of  sovereign  immunity  for  foreign  countries.  As 
with  tribal  immunity,  foreign  sovereign  immunity  began  as  a judicial 
doctrine.  Chief  Dustice  Marshall  held  that  United  States  courts  had  no 
jurisdiction  over  an  armed  ship  of  a foreign  state,  even  while  in  an 
American  port.  Schooner  Exchange  v.  McFaddon,  7 Cranch  116  (1812).  While 
the  holding  was  narrow,  "that  opinion  came  to  be  regarded  as  extending 
virtually  absolute  immunity  to  foreign  sovereigns."  Verlinden  B.  V.  v. 
Central  Bank  of  Nigeria,  461  U.S.  480,  486  (1983).  In  1952,  the  State 
Department  issued  what  came  to  be  known  as  the  Tate  Letter,  announcing  the 
policy  of  denying  immunity  for  the  commercial  acts  of  a foreign  nation.  See 
id.,  at  486-487.  Difficulties  in  implementing  the  principle  led  Congress  in 
1976  to  enact  the  Foreign  Sovereign  Immunities  Act,  resulting  in  more 
predictable  and  precise  rules.  See  id.,  at  488-489  (discussing  the  Foreign 
Sovereign  Immunities  Act  of  1976,  28  U.  S.  C.  1604,  1605,  1607). 

> 

>Like  foreign  sovereign  immunity,  tribal  immunity  is  a matter  of  federal 
law.  Verlinden  , supra,  at  486.  Although  the  Court  has  taken  the  lead  in 
drawing  the  bounds  of  tribal  immunity.  Congress,  subject  to  constitutional 
limitations,  can  alter  its  limits  through  explicit  legislation.  See,  e.g., 
Santa  Clara  Pueblo,  436  U.S.,  at  58. 

> 

>In  both  fields.  Congress  is  in  a position  to  weigh  and  accommodate  the 
competing  policy  concerns  and  reliance  interests.  The  capacity  of  the 
Legislative  Branch  to  address  the  issue  by  comprehensive  legislation 
counsels  some  caution  by  us  in  this  area.  Congress  "has  occasionally 
authorized  limited  classes  of  suits  against  Indian  tribes"  and  "has  always 
been  at  liberty  to  dispense  with  such  tribal  immunity  or  to  limit  it." 
Potawatomi  , supra  , at  510.  It  has  not  yet  done  so. 

> 

>In  light  of  these  concerns,  we  decline  to  revisit  our  case  law  and  choose 
to  defer  to  Congress.  Tribes  enjoy  immunity  from  suits  on  contracts, 
whether  those  contracts  involve  governmental  or  commercial  activities  and 
whether  they  were  made  on  or  off  a reservation.  Congress  has  not  abrogated 
this  immunity,  nor  has  petitioner  waived  it,  so  the  immunity  governs  this 
case.  The  contrary  decision  of  the  Oklahoma  Court  of  Appeals  is  Reversed. 

> 
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> 

>:USTICE  STEVENS  , with  whom  JUSTICE  THOMAS  and  JUSTICE  GINSBURG  join, 
dissenting. 

> 

>"Absent  express  federal  law  to  the  contrary,  Indians  going  beyond 
reservation  boundaries  have  generally  been  held  subject  to 
nondiscriminatory  state  law  otherwise  applicable  to  all  citizens  of  the 
State."  Mescalero  Apache  Tribe  v.  Hones,  411  U.S.  145,  148-149  (1973). 

There  is  no  federal  statute  or  treaty  that  provides  petitioner,  the  Kiowa 
Tribe  of  Oklahoma,  any  immunity  from  the  application  of  Oklahoma  law  to  its 
off -reservation  commercial  activities.  Nor,  in  my  opinion,  should  this 
Court  extend  the  judge  made  doctrine  of  sovereign  immunity  to  pre-empt  the 
authority  of  the  state  courts  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  to  accord 
such  immunity  to  Indian  tribes  as  a matter  of  comity. 

> 

>1 

> 

>"The  doctrine  of  sovereign  immunity  is  an  amalgam  of  two  quite  different 
concepts,  one  applicable  to  suits  in  the  sovereign's  own  courts  and  the 
other  to  suits  in  the  courts  of  another  sovereign."  Nevada  v.  Hall,  440 
U.S.  410,  414  (1979).  In  the  former  category,  the  sovereign's  power  to 
determine  the  jurisdiction  of  its  own  courts  and  to  define  the  substantive 
legal  rights  of  its  citizens  adequately  ex  plains  the  lesser  authority  to 
define  its  own  immunity.  Kawananakoa  v.  Polyblank,  205  U.S.  349,  353 
(1907).  The  sovereign's  claim  to  immunity  in  the  courts  of  a second 
sovereign,  however,  normally  depends  on  the  second  sovereign's  law. 

Schooner  Exchange  v.  McFaddon,  7 Cranch  116,  136  (1812).  An  Indian  tribe's 
assertion  of  immunity  in  a state  judicial  proceeding  is  unique  because  it 
implicates  the  law  of  three  different  sovereigns:  the  tribe  itself,  the 
State,  and  the  Federal  Government. 

> 

>As  the  Court  correctly  observes,  the  doctrine  of  tribal  immunity  from 
judicial  jurisdiction  "developed  almost  by  accident."  Ante  , at  4.  Its 
origin  is  attributed  to  two  federal  cases  involving  three  of  the  Five 
Civilized  Tribes.  The  former  case.  Turner  v.  United  States,  248  U.S.  354 
(1919),  rejected  a claim  against  the  Creek  Nation,  whose  tribal  government 
had  been  dissolved.  The  Court  explains  why  that  case  provides  no  more  than 
"a  slender  reed"  of  support  for  the  doctrine  even  in  federal  court.  Ante  , 
at  4-5.  In  the  latter  case.  United  States  v.  United  States  Fidelity  & 
Guaranty  Co.,  309  U.S.  506  (1940)  (USF&G)  , the  Federal  Government  sought 
to  recover  royalties  due  under  coal  leases  that  the  United  States  had 
executed  on  behalf  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Nations.  The  Court  held 
that  the  Government's  action  was  not  barred  by  a prior  judgment  against  it 
entered  by  a different  federal  court.  The  holding  that  the  prior  judgment 
was  "void  in  so  far  as  it  undertakes  to  fix  a credit  against  the  Indian 
Nations,"  id.  , at  512,  rested  on  two  grounds.  First,  in  a companion  case 
decided  that  day,  1 
> 

>the  Court  ruled  that  "cross-claims  against  the  United  States  are 
justiciable  only  in  those  courts  where  Congress  has  consented  to  their 
consideration,"  ibid.;  but  no  statute  had  authorized  the  prior  adjudication 
of  the  cross-claim  against  the  Federal  Government.  The  second  ground  was 
the  statement,  supported  by  a citation  of  Turner  and  two  Eighth  Circuit 
decisions  addressing  the  immunity  of  two  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes, 
that:  " These  Indian  Nations  are  exempt  from  suit  without  Congressional 
authorization."  Ibid,  (emphasis  added).  At  most,  the  holding  extends  only 
to  federal  cases  in  which  the  United  States  is  litigating  on  behalf  of  a 
tribe.  Moreover,  both  Turner  and  USF&G  arose  out  of  conduct  that  occurred 
on  Indian  reservations. 

> 

>In  subsequent  cases,  we  have  made  it  clear  that  the  States  have 


legislative  jurisdiction  over  the  off-reservation  conduct  of  Indian  tribes, 
and  even  over  some  on  reservation  activities.  2 
> 

>Thus,  in  litigation  that  consumed  more  than  a decade  and  included  three 
decisions  by  this  Court,  we  rejected  a tribe's  claim  that  the  doctrine  of 
sovereign  immunity  precluded  the  State  of  Washington  from  regulating 
fishing  activities  on  the  Puyallup  Reservation.  Puyallup  Tribe,  Inc.  v. 
Department  of  Game  of  Wash.,  433  U.S.  165,  175-176  (1977).  It  is  true  that 
as  an  incident  to  that  important  holding,  we  vacated  the  portions  of  the 
state-court  decree  that  were  directed  against  the  Tribe  itself.  Id.  , at 
172-173.  That  action,  however,  had  little  practical  effect  because  we 
upheld  the  portions  of  the  decree  granting  relief  against  the  entire  class 
of  Indians  that  was  represented  by  the  Tribe.  Although  Dustice  Blackmun, 
one  of  the  "strongest  supporters  of  Indian  rights  on  the  Court,"  3 
> 

>wrote  separately  to  express  his  "doubts  . . . about  the  continuing 
vitality  in  this  day  of  the  doctrine  of  tribal  immunity  as  it  was 
enunciated  in  United  States  v.  United  States  Fidelity  & Guaranty  Co.  ," 
id.,  at  178,  our  opinion  did  not  purport  to  extend  or  to  explain  the 
doctrine.  Moreover,  as  the  Tribe's  predominant  argument  was  that  "the  state 
courts  of  Washington  are  without  jurisdiction  to  regulate  fishing 
activities  on  its  reservation,"  id.  , at  167,  we  had  no  occasion  to 
consider  the  validity  of  an  injunction  relating  solely  to  off-reservation 
fishing. 

> 

>In  several  cases  since  Puyallup  , we  have  broadly  referred  to  the  tribes' 
immunity  from  suit,  but  "with  little  analysis,"  ante  , at  5,  and  only 
considering  controversies  arising  on  reservation  territory.  In  Santa  Clara 
Pueblo  v.  Martinez,  436  U.S.  49  (1978),  a Tribe  member  and  her  daughter  who 
both  lived  on  the  Santa  Clara  Pueblo  reservation  sued  in  federal  court  to 
challenge  the  validity  of  a tribal  membership  law.  We  agreed  with  the  Tribe 
that  the  court  lacked  jurisdiction  to  decide  this  "intratribal 
controvers[y]  affecting  matters  of  tribal  self-government  and  sovereignty." 
Id.  , at  53.  Our  decision  in  Three  Affiliated  Tribes  of  Fort  Berthold 
Reservation  v.  Wold  Engineering,  P.  C.,  476  U.S.  877  (1986),  held  that 
North  Dakota  could  not  require  a Tribe's  blanket  waiver  of  sovereign 
immunity  as  a condition  for  permitting  the  tribe  to  sue  private  parties  in 
state  court.  That  condition  was  "unduly  intrusive  on  the  Tribe's  common  law 
sovereign  immunity,  and  thus  on  its  ability  to  govern  itself  according  to 
its  own  laws,"  because  it  required  "that  the  Tribe  open  itself  up  to  the 
coercive  jurisdiction  of  state  courts  for  all  matters  occurring  on  the 
reservation."  Id.  , at  891.  4 
> 

>Most  recently,  we  held  that  a federal  court  lacked  authority  to  entertain 
Oklahoma's  claims  for  unpaid  taxes  on  cigarette  sales  made  on  tribal  trust 
land,  which  is  treated  the  same  as  reservation  territory.  Oklahoma  Tax 
Comm'n  v.  Citizen  Band  of  Potawatomi  Tribe  of  Okla.,  498  U.S.  505,  509511 
(1991).  5 
> 

>In  sum,  we  have  treated  the  doctrine  of  sovereign  immunity  from  judicial 
jurisdiction  as  settled  law,  but  in  none  of  our  cases  have  we  applied  the 
doctrine  to  purely  off -reservation  conduct.  Despite  the  broad  language  used 
in  prior  cases,  it  is  quite  wrong  for  the  Court  to  suggest  that  it  is 
merely  following  precedent,  for  we  have  simply  never  considered  whether  a 
tribe  is  immune  from  a suit  that  has  no  meaningful  nexus  to  the  Tribe's 
land  or  its  sovereign  functions.  Moreover,  none  of  our  opinions  has 
attempted  to  set  forth  any  reasoned  explanation  for  a distinction  between 
the  States'  power  to  regulate  the  off  reservation  conduct  of  Indian  tribes 
and  the  States'  power  to  adjudicate  disputes  arising  out  of  such 
off -reservation  conduct.  Accordingly,  while  I agree  with  the  Court  that  it 
is  now  too  late  to  repudiate  the  doctrine  entirely,  for  the  following 
reasons  I would  not  extend  the  doctrine  beyond  its  present  contours. 

> 

>11 

> 


>Three  compelling  reasons  favor  the  exercise  of  judicial  restraint. 

> 

>First,  the  law-making  power  that  the  Court  has  assumed  belongs  in  the 
first  instance  to  Congress.  The  fact  that  Congress  may  nullify  or  modify 
the  Court's  grant  of  virtually  unlimited  tribal  immunity  does  not  justify 
the  Court's  performance  of  a legislative  function.  The  Court  is  not  merely 
announcing  a rule  of  comity  for  federal  judges  to  observe;  it  is  announcing 
a rule  that  pre-empts  state  power.  The  reasons  that  undergird  our  strong 
presumption  against  construing  federal  statutes  to  pre-empt  state  law,  see, 
e.g.,  Cipollone  v.  Liggett  Group,  Inc.,  505  U.S.  504,  516,  518  (1992), 
apply  with  added  force  to  judge-made  rules. 

> 

>In  the  absence  of  any  congressional  statute  or  treaty  defining  the  Indian 
tribes'  sovereign  immunity,  the  creation  of  a federal  common-law  "default" 
rule  of  immunity  might  in  theory  be  justified  by  federal  interests.  By 
setting  such  a rule,  however,  the  Court  is  not  deferring  to  Congress  or 
exercising  "caution,"  ante  , at  8-rather,  it  is  creating  law.  The  Court 
fails  to  identify  federal  interests  supporting  its  extension  of  sovereign 
immunity-indeed,  it  all  but  concedes  that  the  present  doctrine  lacks  such 
justification,  ante  , at  6-and  completely  ignores  the  State's  interests. 

Its  opinion  is  thus  a far  cry  from  the  "comprehensive  pre-emption  inquiry 
in  the  Indian  law  context"  described  in  Three  Affiliated  Tribes  that  calls 
for  the  examination  of  "not  only  the  congressional  plan,  but  also  'the 
nature  of  the  state,  federal,  and  tribal  interests  at  stake  . . . . ' " 476 
U.S.,  at  884  (quoting  White  Mountain  Apache  Tribe  v.  Bracker,  448  U.S.  136, 
145  (1980)).  Stronger  reasons  are  needed  to  fill  the  gap  left  by  Congress. 

> 

>Second,  the  rule  is  strikingly  anomalous.  Why  should  an  Indian  tribe  enjoy 
broader  immunity  than  the  States,  the  Federal  Government,  and  foreign 
nations?  As  a matter  of  national  policy,  the  United  States  has  waived  its 
immunity  from  tort  liability  and  from  liability  arising  out  of  its 
commercial  activities.  See  28  U.  S.  C.  1346(b),  2674  (Federal  Tort  Claims 
Act);  1346(a)(2),  1491  (Tucker  Act).  Congress  has  also  decided  in  the 
Foreign  Sovereign  Immunities  Act  of  1976  that  foreign  states  may  be  sued  in 
the  federal  and  state  courts  for  claims  based  upon  commercial  activities 
carried  on  in  the  United  States,  or  such  activities  elsewhere  that  have  a 
"direct  effect  in  the  United  States."  28  U.S.C.  1605(a)(2).  And  a State 
may  be  sued  in  the  courts  of  another  State.  Nevada  v.  Hall,  440  U.S.  410 
(1979).  The  fact  that  the  States  surrendered  aspects  of  their  sovereignty 
when  they  joined  the  Union  does  not  even  arguably  present  a legitimate 
basis  for  concluding  that  the  Indian  tribes  retainedor,  indeed,  ever 
had-any  sovereign  immunity  for  off  reservation  commercial  conduct. 

> 

>Third,  the  rule  is  unjust.  This  is  especially  so  with  respect  to  tort 
victims  who  have  no  opportunity  to  negotiate  for  a waiver  of  sovereign 
immunity;  yet  nothing  in  the  Court's  reasoning  limits  the  rule  to  lawsuits 
arising  out  of  voluntary  contractual  relationships.  Governments,  like 
individuals,  should  pay  their  debts  and  should  be  held  accountable  for 
their  unlawful,  injurious  conduct. 

> 

>1  respectfully  dissent. 

> 

>Footnotes 

> 

>[Footnote  1]  United  States  v.  Shaw,  S.  495  (1940). 

> 

>[Footnote  2]  "The  general  notion  drawn  from  Chief  Dustice  Marshall's 
opinion  in  Worcester  v.  Georgia  , 6 Pet.  515,  561;  The  Kansas  Indians  , 5 
Wall.  737,  755-757;  and  The  New  York  Indians  , 5 Wall.  761,  that  an  Indian 
reservation  is  a distinct  nation  within  whose  boundaries  state  law  cannot 
penetrate,  has  yielded  to  closer  analysis  when  confronted,  in  the  course  of 
subsequent  developments,  with  diverse  concrete  situations."  Organized 
Village  of  Kake  v.  Egan,  369  U.S.  60,  72  (1962). 

> 

>[Footnote  3]  Dussias,  Fleeding  the  Demands  of  Dustice:  Dustice  Blackmun's 


Indian  Law  Opinions,  71  N.  D.  L.  Rev.  41,  43  (1995). 

> 

>[Footnote  4]  The  particular  counter-claims  asserted  by  the  private  party, 
which  we  assumed  would  be  barred  by  sovereign  immunity,  concerned  the 
construction  of  a water-supply  system  on  the  Tribe's  reservation.  Three 
Affiliated  Tribes  S.,  at  881. 

> 

>[Footnote  5]  The  Court  cites  Blatchford  v.  Native  Village  of  Noatak,  501 

U.S.  775  (1991),  and  Idaho  v.  Coeur  d'Alene  Tribe  of  Idaho,  521  U.  S.  

(1997),  as  having  "reiterated  the  doctrine"  of  tribal  sovereign  immunity. 
Ante  , at  5.  Each  of  those  cases  upheld  a State's  sovereign  immunity  under 
the  Eleventh  Amendment  from  being  sued  in  federal  court  by  an  Indian  tribe. 
The  passing  references  to  tribes'  immunity  from  suit  did  not  discuss  the 
scope  of  that  immunity  and  were,  of  course,  dicta. 
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Sub j : Stoney  Point:  Records  destroyed,  Ombuddy  called 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  They  are  provided  for  reference  only.] 

1.  1995  Ipperwash  Park  : ..."some  records  no  longer  exist"? 

2.  Ipperwash  Park:  Records  Destroyed? 

3.  Ombudsman  asked  to  probe  Ipperwash  case 


LOOK  HARDER  FOR  PAPERS,  ONTARIO  MINISTRY  TOLD 

Globe  and  Mail,  Dune  23,  1998,  Page  A7  by  Martin  Mittelstaedt 

Ontario's  Privacy  Commissioner  has  ordered  the  Solicitor  General's  Office 
to  search  again  for  documents  compiled  by  a senior  police  officer  involved 
in  the  government's  response  to  native  occupiers  at  Ipperwash  Provincial 
Park  in  1995.  The  commissioner  has  also  told  deputy  solicitor-general  Tim 
Millard  to  issue  a sworn  affidavit  by  Duly  3 showing  compliance  with  the 
order.  It  is  the  first  time  the  commissioner  has  demanded  any  deputy 
minister  issue  a sworn  affidavit.  The  documents,  from  Ontario  Provincial 
Police  Superintendent  Ron  Fox,  were  sought  by  the  Globe  and  Mail  under  a 
Freedom  of  Information  Act  request. 

At  the  time  of  the  Ipperwash  incident,  Mr.  Fox  was  a special  adviser  on 
native  people  in  the  deputy  solicitor  general's  office.  The  Privacy 
Commissioner  said  in  a ruling  dated  last  Friday  that  the  government's 
effort  to  locate  Supt.  Fox's  records"  was  not  reasonable."  Supt.  Fox  was  a 
key  participant  in  a committee  of  government  officials  who  planned  the 
province's  response  to  the  native  occupation,  which  led  to  the  fatal 
shooting  by  an  OPP  officer  of  Dudley  George,  a protester.  The  shooting  has 
raised  questions  about  why  the  police  adopted  such  a violent  response  to 
the  occupation  and  whether  there  was  political  interference  in  the  OPP's 
conduct.  Premier  Mike  Harris  has  denied  political  interference. 

The  Globe  and  Mail  filed  a Freedom  of  Information  Act  request  a year  ago 
for  all  records  Supt.  Fox  produced  or  received  during  the  occupation 
crisis  including  E-mails,  facsimiles  and  hand-written  notes.  The  ministry 
initially  said  it  could  locate  only  one  document  from  Supt.  Fox,  and  then 
refused  to  release  it.  The  ministry  later  found  another  document.  Both 
documents  were  eventually  released  through  negotiations  with  the  Privacy 
Commissioner,  but  portions  were  censored.  Although  Supt.  Fox  worked  for 
the  deputy  minister  at  the  time  of  the  occupation,  he  has  since  returned 
to  the  OPP.  In  the  ruling,  the  commissioner  indicated  that  Supt.  Fox  had 
provided  a sworn  affidavit  in  which  he  indicated  that  when  he  left  the 
deputy  minister's  office,  "he  left  behind  all  hard  copy  and  electronic 
documents  generated  or  received  by  him  regarding  the  Ipperwash  incident 
without  retaining  copies." 

The  commissioner  criticized  the  affidavit  because  it  didn't  outline  Supt. 


Fox's  recollection  of  the  records  he  compiled  during  the  period  and 
because  the  ministry  didn't  fully  explain  what  happened  to  the  documents. 
Under  the  ruling,  Mr.  Millard  must  provide  an  explanation  as  part  of  his 
sworn  affidavit.  "If  the  deputy  minister  is  of  the  view  that  responsive 
records  existed,  but  no  longer  exist,  the  affidavit  should  also  include 
details  of  why  any  such  records  were  destroyed,"  the  ruling  said.  Supt. 

Fox  has  also  been  ordered  to  provide  another  sworn  affidavit  outlining  his 
role  and  participation  in  events  surrounding  the  park  occupation, 
including  an  outline  of  the  records  he  compiled  and  details  of  their  fate. 

The  ministry  told  the  commissioner  that  part  of  the  problem  it  encountered 
in  fulfilling  the  information  request  is  that  it  moved  offices  since  the 
Ipperwash  crisis  and  had  a lot  of  records  to  keep  track  of.  According  to 
the  Privacy  Commissioners'  ruling,  the  ministry  also  stated  "that  is 
conducted  an  unsuccessful  search  of  its  backup  systems  in  an  attempt  to 
locate  responsive  E-mail  messages.  It  also  states,  without  providing 
details,  that  'it  is  possible  that  some  records  existed,  but  no  longer 
exist . ' " 


RECORDS  PRESERVED:  MINISTRY 
Globe  and  Mail,  lune  24,  1998 

Toronto  - The  Ontario  Solicitor-General ' s Ministry  has  not  destroyed  any 
relevant  records  relating  to  the  aboriginal  occupation  of  Ipperwash 
Provincial  Park  in  1995,  according  to  Solicitor-General  Dim  Flaherty.  "I 
have  been  assured  by  the  deputy  minister  that,  in  all  of  his  inquiries  and 
searches  to  date,  he  had  found  no  evidence  that  any  pertinent  records  have 
been  destroyed,"  Mr.  Flaherty  told  the  legislature  yesterday. 

Fie  also  added  that  the  deputy  minister  has  also  "indicated  to  me  that  the 
ministry  has  gone  so  far  as  to  search  the  electronic  mail  backup  system, 
and  no  responsive  records  have  been  found."  Mr.  Flaherty  was  responding  to 
Liberal  MPP  Gerry  Philips,  who  sought  assurance  that  no  records  had  been 
destroyed  in  the  wake  of  a ruling  by  the  provincial  Information  and 
Privacy  Commissioner,  which  stated  that  the  ministry  had  failed  to  look 
hard  enough  for  records  in  answer  to  a request  by  The  Globe  and  Mail. 

The  newspaper  is  seeking  documents  from  Ontario  Provincial  Police 
Superintendent  Ron  Fox,  who  was  special  adviser  on  native  affairs  in  the 
office  of  the  deputy  solicitor-general  at  the  time  of  the  Ipperwash 
incident,  in  which  native  protester  Dudley  George  was  killed  by  an  OPP 
officer. 


OMBUDSMAN  ASKED  TO  PROBE  IPPERWASH  CASE 
The  Province,  Dune  24,  1998  Page  A22  (CP) 

Toronto  - a coalition  seeking  an  inquiry  into  a fatal  police  shooting  of 
a native  protester  is  taking  its  case  to  the  Ontario  ombudsman.  "All  of  the 
efforts  we  have  made  to  get  answers,  to  have  an  inquiry  have  been  cut  off 
and  so  we're  forced  to  turn  to  the  last  resort... the  ombudsman's  office," 
Ann  Pohl  of  the  Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry  into  the  Death  of  Dudley 
George  said  yesterday.  George  was  killed  by  police  in  September  1995 
during  a native  protest  over  a burial  ground  at  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park. 

A police  officer  was  convicted  of  criminal  negligence  in  the  shooting. 
George  was  unarmed  at  the  time. 

His  family  alleges  the  premier's  office  directed  police  to  use  force 
against  the  natives  and  then  launched  a coverup  of  the  facts.  Premier  Mike 
Harris  has  denied  the  interference.  Pohl  says  ombudsman  Roberta  Damieson 
has  the  authority  to  examine  the  government's  role  in  the  shooting,  but 
"she  cannot  call  a public  inquiry." 


More  information  on  Stoney  Point  (aka  Ipperwash): 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Ipperwash/arcmai00. html 
Letters  to  The  Province  - mailto:provedpg@pacpress.southam.ca 
Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail  - mailto:letters@GlobeAndMail.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : NYM's  Rose  Caldwell"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Dun  1998  00:08:54  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : NYM  's  Rose  Caldwell:  Interview 

: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 

Dune  28,  1998  No  Copyright;  Reproduce  Freely 

INTERVIEW  WITH  NATIVE  YOUTH  MOVEMENT'S  ROSE  CALDWELL 

The  following  is  an  edited  interview  conducted  on  Dune  25th  with  the 
Native  Youth  Movement's  Rose  Caldwell  from  the  Westbank  Indian  reserve. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  For  some  time  the  Native  Youth  Movement  (NYM)  has  been  protesting 
the  bogus  and  fraudulent  BC  "Treaty"  Process,  currently  ongoing  in  British 
Columbia.  This  process  has  been  described  as  "legitimizing  the  theft  of 
our  lands"  by  Haida  Elder  Lavina  White.  "Extinguishment  by  consent"  of 
Indigenous  sovereignty  is  the  probable  consequence  of  the  BC  Treaty 
negotiation  process  involving  the  various  Band  Councils,  settler 
governments,  and  the  First  Nations  Summit  (FNS).  In  protest  against  these 
"trick  or  treaty"  negotiations,  grass  roots  peoples,  traditionalists,  and 
native  youth  are  mobilizing.  NYM  has  protested  at  the  First  Nations 
Summit,  and  mounted  occupations  of  BC  Treaty  Commission  offices  in 
Vancouver,  and  the  Westbank  Band  Council  office  on  the  Westbank  reserve  of 
the  Okanagan  Nation.  That  Band  Council  has  threatened,  indeed  instructed 
the  authorities  to  remove  NYM  members  from  the  Westbank  reserve. 

Greetings  to  you  Rose  Caldwell  and  NYM.  Perhaps  we  can  start  by  asking  you 
to  briefly  sketch  in  the  recent  protests  of  NYM? 

R. C.:  Ok.  In  April  there  was  a protest  down  at  the  BC  Treaty  Commission 
offices  in  Vancouver.  My  daughter  and  myself  were  a part  of  that.  There 
were  14  of  us  arrested  at  that  incident.  Then  my  daughter  arranged  the 
Okanagan  Nation  Youth  Cultural  Gathering,  here  on  our  property. 

Everything  was  done  here,  the  cooking  etc.,  and  everybody  stayed  here. 

Through  that  meeting  it  was  decided  that  we  would  protest  in  the  Westbank 
Band  office,  because  Westbank  is  one  the  farthest  into  this  BC  Treaty 
process,  and  my  daughter  and  myself  are  from  here. 

On  the  25th  of  May  we  went  into  the  Westbank  Indian  Band  office  and  shut 
it  down.  We  were  in  there  for  33  hours.  There  were  23  of  us  at  that 
incident  that  got  arrested.  We  are  now  in  the  process  of  going  through  the 
legal  system.  They  - the  Westbank  Indian  Band  Council  and  BC  crown  counsel 
got  together  and  we  went  to  court  2 weeks  ago  today.  They  decided  that  the 
charges  would  be  raised  from  civil  to  criminal  [contempt  of  court].  So  we 
are  now  charged  with... 

S. I.S.I.S:  ...failure  to  obey  the  court  order? 

R. C.:  Yes.  Two  weeks  ago  NYM  members  were  all  there.  We  talked  to  the 
judge  and  asked  him  whether  I could  appear  for  all  of  us,  for  the  next  two 
court  appearances.  Then  it  would  go  to  trial.  So  today,  court  dates  were 
set:  one  for  Duly  9,  1998,  to  let  the  court  know  that  I have  informed 
everybody  as  to  when  the  court  date  is.  There  is  another  court  date  on 
September  14,  when  all  of  us  have  to  appear.  The  trial  date  is  set  for 
October  5 - 16th. 

S. I.S.I.S.:  And  that  will  be  in  BC  Supreme  Court  in  Kelowna? 


R.C.:  BC  Supreme  Court  #1  in  Kelowna  at  9:30  AM 


S.I.S.I.S.:  This  business  of  criminalizing  indigenous  protesters  - in  BC 
Ts'peten  Defenders  Wolverine  and  "03"  are  two  political  prisoners  that 
come  to  mind,  for  standing  for  rights  and  freedom  of  expression,  is  very 
disturbing,  yes? 

R. C.:  It  certainly  is.  It  restricts  your  freedom  of  speech  or  freedom  to 
make  up  our  own  minds.  The  Westbank  Indian  Band  (WIB),  has  gone  further 
than  charging  us.  They  have,  in  fact,  served  us  with  a Band  Council 
Resolution  (BCR)  last  Friday  that  orders  all  of  the  demonstrators  off  of 
my  property.  When  an  individual  band  council  goes  into  something  like  that 
it  really  raises  a lot  of  questions.  The  majority  of  people  staying  here 
are  of  Okanagan  Nation  descent.  So  they're  [WIB]  are  in  the  process  of 
negotiating  a "treaty"  and  already  they're  setting  limits  as  to  what  can 
and  can't  happen  on  the  reserve.  Is  this  preparing  to  go  into  a 
dictatorship?  It  just  doesn't  make  sense. 

The  section  that  they're  quoting  in  the  Indian  Act  is  Section  30. 
If  you  look  at  the  history  of  section  30,  it  comes  from  when  the  reserves 
were  first  made.  A long  time  ago,  there  were  a lot  of  non-native 
"squatters":  hunters,  trappers,  that  kind  of  thing.  That's  where  Section 
30  came  from.  It  was  very  rarely  used.  There  was  an  attempt  to  use  it 
against  the  Gustafsen  Lake  people.  And  the  judge  wouldn't  even  hear  it. 

So  the  precedent  that  they're  setting  is  not  very  well  thought  out. 

I have  a few  people  on  this  list  of  18  names  that  they've  provided 
me,  where  it  involves  a daughter  not  being  able  to  visit  her  father,  one 
of  the  boys  not  being  able  to  visit  his  brother,  a girl  not  being  able  to 
visit  an  Auntie,  etc.  The  immediate  question  in  my  mind  with  these 
negotiations  into  "self-government"  or  "land-claims",  is  they're  already 
dividing  family  structures.  And  these  are  blood  ties,  blood  lines  that 
they're  interfering  with.  Its  totally  crazy. 

S. I.S.I.S.:  In  fact,  one  of  the  objections  that  grassroots, 
traditionalists  and  others  have  with  this  BC  "Treaty"  Process,  is  very 
real  questions  about  whether  any  of  this  proceeds  with  the  consent  of 
peoples  affected.  Do  you  think  negotiators  for  the  Westbank  Indian  Act 
Band  have  the  consent  of  people  here  in  the  Okanagan  Nation? 

R. C:  Absolutely  not.  And  that's  why  there's  such  a good  support  system  as 
far  as  the  youth  goes,  here.  It's  because  they  don't  [have  consent].  We 
have  an  elite  section  of  people  - negotiators  who  are  primarily  white  and 
the  band  chiefs  and  councils.  In  my  opinion  it's  a money  grab. 

S. I.S.I.S.:  How  much  are  they  making  Rose? 

R. C.:  Here  the  [Indian  Act]  chief  makes  $65,  000.00  a year.  Our  former 
chief  (Robert  Louie)  made  $120,000.00  a year.  You  bet  they're  going  to 
try  to  hang  on  to  that  by  tooth  or  nail. 

S. I.S.I.S.:  Some  describe  what's  going  on  as  a process  of  surrender 
negotiations  not  any  kind  of  legitimate  treaty  process? 

R. C.:  Yes.  That's  just  it.  I read  some  information  yesterday  that  talked 
about  the  kind  of  dollars  put  into  this  BC  treaty  process.  Out  of  $95 
million  dollars,  approximately  $75  million  of  that  has  to  be  paid  back. 
Each  and  every  aboriginal  person  in  this  province  is  responsible  for 
paying  that  money  back. 

S. I.S.I.S.:  So  these  politicians,  lawyers  and  the  negotiating  industry  are 
making  some  pretty  hefty  cheese  off  of  this  process? 

R.C.:  You  bet  they  are.  Take  a look  at  the  First  Nations  Summit  Committee. 
The  Summit  Committee  member  makes  a thousand  dollars  a day.  I know  they're 
in  the  process  of  a four  day  Summit  meeting  in  Vancouver  now.  That's  4 


$4,000.00  a day  pen  head  for  this  committee.  That  doesn't  include  the 
incidentals  like  food,  hotels  or  travel.  So  yes,  the  amounts  of  money 
that  are  pushed  through  this  process  are  phenomenal. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  So  now  NYM  is  being  subjected  to  persecution  not  only  by  the 
police  and  judiciary,  but  by  the  DIA  Band  Council  where  you  are.  Am  I 
correct  in  understanding  that  you  yourself  are  included  in  this  eviction 
order  - from  your  own  home? 

R. C.:  Yes.  Publicly  they're  saying  that  I'm  not  included  nor  my  daughter. 
But  if  you  read  the  BCR  it  says:  "all  demonstrators".  Well,  I'm  one  of  the 
demonstrators . This  land  is  the  only  thing  I have.  It's  2 1/2  acres  with  a 
house  on  it.  Its  the  only  thing  I'm  going  to  be  able  to  pass  down  through 
my  line.  I'll  be  damned  if  anybody's  going  to  take  it  away  from  me. 

S. I.S.I.S.:  Well  I'm  amazed  to  still  find  you  here  because  the  last  thing  I 
heard  on  CBC  was  a news  clip  with  an  RCMP  officer  serving  you  with  these 
papers.  It  looked  like  the  police  would  shortly  be  arriving.  That  hasn't 
happened  so  far. 

R. C.:  That's  exactly  what  we  had  thought.  And  at  that  point  in  time,  the 
people  here  put  out  the  call  for  support  and  for  all  their  relatives  to 
come.  We  had  probably  60  or  70  people  here.  When  I was  served,  the  officer 
said  he  had  to  go  back  and  talk  with  his  superiors  and  find  out  what  was 
going  on.  But  he  they  would  be  back. 

S. I.S.I.S.:  So  at  any  time,  if  they  decide  to  play  it  stupid,  you  could 
have  the  police  breaking  down  the  doors? 

R. C.:  That's  right,  that's  exactly  right.  There  have  been  a lot  of  phone 
calls  that  have  gone  from  these  kids'  aunts  and  uncles,  grandpas  and 
grandmas,  mums  and  dads,  telling  the  Chief  and  Council:  'if  my  child 
suffers  in  any  way,  shape  or  form  it's  no  longer  in  Rose  Caldwell's  hands 
or  even  Chief  and  Council's  hands.  We'll  come  and  we'll  do  something  about 
it.  And  that  is  the  cry  across  the  country.  We  have  contacts  all  over  BC 
and  elsewhere.  You  know,  it  really  upsets  me  that  is  has  to  come  to  this 
point  of  disarray  because  they  think  they're  untouchable  and  can  throw  the 
Indian  Act  at  us,  bully  us  and  do  whatever  they  want. 

Well  we're  still  here.  I figured  maybe  this  morning  when  we  all 
left  to  go  to  court,  that  they'd  blockade  us  from  coming  back. 

S. I.S.I.S.:  **  What  can  people  do  if  they  want  to  help  or  keep  the  heat 
backed  off?  Should  they  be  calling  their  so-called  representatives?  What 
kinds  of  things  might  they  do? 

R. C.:  That's  one  avenue  to  go  - the  positive  avenue  to  go.  One  of  the 
things  we'd  like  to  do  is  make  a call  to  write  us  some  support  letters. 

My  address  is  NYM  c/o  Rose  Caldwell,  3523  Ridge  Estates  Drive,  Westbank, 
"British  Columbia",  "Canada"  V43  2H5.  The  average  ages  of  our  members  go 
from  14  to  30.  It  really  upsets  me  that  they're  not  being  heard.  It's 
almost  like  the  old  'kids  should  be  seen  and  not  heard'  thing.  Well  that 
era  is  over.  These  people  are  going  to  be  our  future  leaders  and  they're 
very  well  versed  in  what  they  do.  That's  what  attracted  me  when  we  went  to 
the  Youth  Conference  in  Prince  George.  They  know  the  dates  and 
proclamations,  the  White  Papers  and  the  history  of  assimilation.  It's 
really  amazing  to  watch  them  work. 

S. I.S.I.S.:  Yes  it's  very  inspiring  to  many  people  native  and  non-native. 
Dust  to  see  people  standing  up  for  their  rights  and  sovereignty,  as  well 
as  encouraging  other  people  to  stand  with  them.  After  all,  a crooked 
politician  is  a crooked  politician  and  something  we're  all  increasingly 
familiar  with. 


R.C.:  And  that  is  just  the  way  it  is.  It's  really  scary  to  think  that  a 


lot  of  these  high  wages  that  certain  people  are  taking  advantage  of,  are 
something  these  youth  are  going  to  have  to  pay  back  out  of  their  future. 

At  any  point,  these  politicians  and  negotiators  can  walk  away  from  the 
whole  deal  but  the  whole  bill  is  still  attached  to  the  youth,  adults  and 
our  future.  There  are  certain  bands  that  have  no  economic  base.  It  they 
get  themselves  into  the  hole  $5  million  bucks,  how  are  they  going  to  pay 
it  back?  These  politicians  have  already  put  it  into  their  bank  accounts 
and  retirement  funds. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  The  Haida  elder  Lavina  White  says  the  BC  Treaty  Process  is  to 
"legitimize  the  theft  of  our  lands". 

R. C.:  Exactly!  At  the  end  of  day  they're  going  to  give  us  a monetary 
settlement  only  we're  not  going  to  see  it.  It's  going  to  go  to  pay  off  the 
bill  the  negotiations  have  run  up.  So,  we're  paying  for  our  own 
[dispossession]  negotiations.  How  ridiculous  is  that? 

S. I.S.I.S. : . . .only  in  BC. . . 

R. C. : no  kidding. . . 

S. I.S.I.S.:  It's  been  a pleasure  and  we'll  keep  in  touch  and  see  how  this 
persecution  masquerading  as  prosecution  goes. 

R. C.:  My  final  words  are  that  this  Band  Council  is  charging  us  criminally. 
There  are  a lot  of  allegations  about  damage  they  say  we  did.  All  I can  say 
is  that  if  the  Westbank  Indian  Band  Council  have  made  a decision  to  hose 
their  insurance  company  off  the  backs  of  their  children  - that's  something 
they  will  have  to  answer  for  in  future. 

S. I.S.I.S.:  We'll  talk  again  soon. 

R. C.:  It's  been  a pleasure. 

S. I.S.I.S.:  Take  care. 


STAND  FOR  DECOLONIZATION  AND  FOR  INDIGENOUS  SOVEREIGNTY.  STAND  WITH  NYM ! 

PLEASE  SUPPORT  THE  NATIVE  YOUTH  MOVEMENT: 

NYM 

C/0  3523  Ridge  Estates  Drive 
Westbank  , "BC"  "Canada" 

V4T  - 2H5 

VOICE  YOUR  PROTEST: 

BC  NDP  Premier  Glen  Clark  - premier@gov. be . ca  Phone:  (250)  387-1715 
Westbank  Indian  Band  Council  - Phone:  (250)  769-4999  Fax:  (250)  769-4377 
Kelowna  RCMP  - NO  RAID  ON  NYM!  - Phone:  (250)  762-3300 
Please  cc:  sisis@envirolink.org 

"We  young  people  fully  understand  that  the  BC  Treaty  Process  was  designed 
to  dispossess  us  youth  of  our  aboriginal  title  to  our  lands.  No  single 
band  or  so  called,  self  appointed  first  nation  has  the  right  to  sell  out 
our  inheritance  or  birthright.  We  will  not  be  sold  out  by  these  people  who 
pretend  to  be  native  leaders."  --  NYM 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Chiapas  Aflame"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Dun  1998  13:00:16  -0700 
From:  Arturo  Espana  <moonlight@igc . org> 

Sub j : Chiapas  Aflame 


UUCP  email 


Friday  Dune  26  9:00  PM  ET 
Chiapas  Aflame 

Dune  26,  1998  --  For  the  past  four  years,  the  people  of  Chiapas  have  been 
subjected  to  classic  low-intensity  warfare,  though  the  past  several  months 
has  seen  such  a military  escalation  that  "low  intensity"  no  longer  applies. 

Since  the  Christmas  massacre  in  Chiapas,  villages  within  the  autonomous 
indigenous  regions  of  southern  Mexico  have  reported  encirclement  policies 
designed  to  terrorize  and  starve  the  suspected  Zapatista  supporters.  The 
armed  forces  have  also  moved  in  on  entire  villages  in  "search  and  destroy" 
missions,  while  paramilitary  forces  have  enjoyed  a free  reign,  resulting 
in  the  assassination  of  many  dozens  of  civilians  and  the  terrorization  of 
tens  of  thousands. 

Since  the  1994  uprising,  the  military  has  been  warring  not  with  the 
Zapatista  army,  but  against  its  base,  the  autonomous  villages.  Accords 
between  Zapatistas  and  a governmental  peacemaking  body  had  called  for  the 
recognition  and  creation  of  autonomous  indigenous  communities.  The  accords 
were  later  rejected  by  President  Zedillo,  whose  government  has  done 
everything  but  negotiate  in  good  faith. 

In  the  name  of  peace,  reconciliation  and  legality,  the  government  has  in 
the  past  several  months  initiated  massive,  violent  actions  to  bring  these 
self-governing  communities  "inside  the  Constitution."  This  has  resulted  in 
a state  of  siege  for  the  region,  new  massacres,  the  false  imprisonment  of 
hundreds,  the  further  loss  of  ancestral  lands  by  Mayans,  and  the 
displacement  of  close  to  20,000  civilians. 

Amid  all  this  conflict,  Chiapanecos  have  been  prevented  from  growing  and 
marketing  their  crops  in  a region  of  Mexico  that  was  already  the  poorest 
before  the  rebellion. 

The  recent  police  and  military  actions  threaten  to  turn  Chiapas  into  a 
Central  America-style  military  conflagration.  Because  the  Zapatistas  are 
poorly  armed,  renewed  full-scale  military  warfare  could  result  in  a 
bloodbath  of  unprecedented  proportions  not  seen  there  since  the  Mexican 
Revolution  of  1910.  The  military  actions  against  indigenous  peoples  have 
also  resulted  in  massacres  in  Chiapas  and  Guerrero  and  further  actions  in 
Oaxaca . 

Preceding  Dune's  large-scale  military  operations  in  Chiapas,  the 
government  began  to  expel  foreigners  en  masse.  Then  Archbishop  Samuel  Ruiz 
resigned  as  head  of  the  mediation  commission  due  to  governmental 
harassment  of  priests. 

Within  days,  government  troops  began  laying  siege,  Guatemala-style,  to 
the  autonomous  villages  that  were  loyal  to  the  Zapatistas.  But  unlike  the 
Acteal  massacre  of  December  in  which  45  villagers  were  killed  by 
paramilitary  forces,  these  operations  are  official  government  policy  and 
are  being  flaunted  as  being  within  the  sovereign  right  of  the  nation  to 
"defend"  itself. 

While  Mexico  has  not  been  so  bold  as  the  military  government  of 
Guatemala  in  the  early  1980s  --  which  rejected  U.S.  military  aid  at  that 
time  because  it  didn't  want  to  be  constrained  by  minimal  codes  of  conduct 
--  it  nonetheless  has  acted  with  impunity.  The  expulsion  of  foreigners 
wasn't  simply  an  effort  to  eliminate  witnesses;  it  was  also  a message  to 
the  world  that  Mexico  cares  little  about  what  the  world  thinks. 

The  civilian  population  of  Chiapas  is  apparently  being  sacrificed  in  the 
name  of  sovereignty.  It  has  long  been  said  that  patriotism  is  the  last 
refuge  of  political  scoundrels.  If  so,  then  national  sovereignty  must  be 
the  last  refuge  of  immoral  governments.  Apparently,  it  means  a nation  can 
do  whatever  it  wants  as  long  as  it  acts  within  its  borders.  This  notion  -- 
recently  asserted  in  Iraq  and  the  former  Yugoslavia  --  has  been  soundly 
rejected  by  the  world's  nations. 

The  situation  in  Mexico  has  now  moved  from  cultural  to  physical  genocide. 
The  government's  deeds  are  more  than  actions  against  an  indigenous 
population.  They  constitute  an  arrogance  of  power,  a power  that  lashes  out 
worldwide  whenever  a population  stands  in  the  way  of  "progress,"  profit  or 
does  not  racially  or  ethnically  conform  to  those  in  power. 

In  response  to  the  atrocities  of  the  Mexican  armed  forces.  Secretary  of 


State  Madeleine  Albright  has  begun  to  voice  U.S.  concerns.  The  United 
States  has  no  moral  authority  on  this  matter,  particularly  because  it  is 
virtually  the  lone  obstacle  to  creating  a world  court  that  would  try 
individual  war  criminals.  Notwithstanding,  the  recent  massacres  in  Chiapas 
could  wind  up  in  such  a court  to  try  those  high-level  authorities 
responsible  for  the  various  recent  massacres  in  southern  Mexico. 

The  world  can  ill  afford  a Central  America  in  Chiapas.  Neither  can  we 
afford  arrogance  of  power  to  dictate  the  course  of  human  actions. 

For  updates  regarding  situation  in  Chiapas,  contact  the  National 
Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  at:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 

Patrisia  Gonzales  & Roberto  Rodriguez  write  this  syndicated  column. 

"RE : Logging  Blockade"  

Date:  Tue,  23  Dun  1998  01:59:09  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Logging  Blockade:  BC  "prepared  to  take  action" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

Dune  21,  1998 

BC  NDP  GOVERNMENT  WILL  "ENFORCE  THE  LAWS  AS  NECESSARY"  AGAINST  TSILQOTINS 
The  Anaham  Indian  Band  of  the  Tsilqotin  Nation  is  currently  blockading  the 
Raven  Lake  road,  a main  access  road  into  their  unceded  territory.  On 
Wednesday  Anaham  Chief  Leslie  Stump  held  a press  conference  carried  in  part 
on  CBC  Vancouver's  AM  690  Almanac  program: 

CBC:  the  band  is  demanding  more  jobs  from  the  various  silviculture  and 
forestry  projects  going  on  within  lands  they  claim.  Is  it  fair  for  band 
members  to  get  jobs  at  the  expense  of  non  band  members  that  may  be  doing 
them  now? 

Chief  Stump:  "We've  been  here  the  longest.  We've  got  seniority  around  here. 
Who  owns  the  trees  back  here?  Who  owns  the  land  back  here?  They've  got 
nothing  on  paper  saying  we've  ever  turned  anything  over  to  them  [BC]. 

That's  good  enough  for  me. 

CBC:  There  were  plenty  of  other  aboriginal  leaders  present  at  that  same 
news  conference  and  the  message  was  consistent:  No  compromise.  Delgamuukw 
opened  the  door  to  aboriginal  people  having  a greater  say  in  jurisdiction 
and  they  want  it.  The  main  target  of  the  blockade  is  the  BC  Forest 
Industry.  Not  everyone  is  sympathetic.  Ross  Haines  runs  a log  hauling 
company  out  of  Williams  Lake.  He's  fed  up  with  the  government  and  really 
fed  up  with  Indian  blockades. 

Haines:  "The  only  thing  we  can  do  is  make  noise  back  and  go  out  and  put  up 
our  own  blockades  I guess.  I think  it's  coming  to  the  point  where  people 
are  going  too  soon.  There's  a lotta  people  talking  about  it  and  I probably 
will  be  there  to  support  it  because  I'm  as  frustrated  and  tired  of  hearing 
about  it,  as  everybody  is. 

CBC:  So  it's  hard  to  predict  what  might  happen.  Indian  people  believe 
Delgamuukw  should  have  led  to  solid  progress  by  now.  Louise  Mandel,  one  of 
the  lawyers  who  argued  the  original  BC  Supreme  Court  case,  said  it 
[progress]  is  not  happening. 

L.  Mandel:  Governments  have  got  to  change.  If  there's  going  to  be  resources 
taken  from  these  territories,  there  has  to  be  consent  to  that.  I think  that 
what  you're  seeing  here  is  just  this  overwhelming  groundswell  of 
frustration . 

CBC:  The  Assistant  Deputy  Minister  of  Aboriginal  Affairs  is  supposed  to  fly 
up  on  Monday  for  some  meetings.  Meanwhile  Chief  Stump  says  the  barricade 
stays  up  until  he  sees  some  progress.  In  fact  he'll  create  more  barricades 
if  nothing  happens.  The  Province  says  it  won't  negotiate  while  the 
barricades  are  up.  BC  Forests  Minister  Dave  Zirnhelt  had  this  to  say: 


BC  NDP  Forests  Minister  Zirnhelt:  We're  watching  it  carefully.  If  there's  a 
public  safety  issue  we  have  to  take  that  into  account.  The  police  are  there 
and  we  are  prepared  to  take  action  at  the  appropriate  time.  We  will  enforce 
the  laws  as  necessary. 

Chief  Stump:  We  are  eyeing  other  logging  roads.  We  got  two  more  major 
logging  roads  that's  in  Anaham  traditional  territory.  They're  hauling  a lot 
of  logs  out  of  there  right  now.  And  we're  eyeing  them  to  shut  them  down. 

CBC:  So  we'll  have  to  see  what  happens  Monday. 


Anaham  Indian  Band,  Tsilqotin  Nation 
P.0.  Box  168  Alexis  Creek  BC 

VOL  1A0  Canada  Ph.(250)  394-4212  Fax  (250)  294-4275 
BC  NDP  Premier  Glen  Clark:  premier@gov.bc .ca 
More  information  on  Delgamuukw: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/gitksan . html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Dune  1998  23:14:49  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Laura  Brooks  and  Danet  Smith, 

The  following  are  Native  American  brothers  who  would  like  to 
be  added  to  your  Prisoner  Penpal  lists. 

(Inmate  name  and  number  go  here) 

Turney  Center  (cell  number  goes  here) 

Route  1 

Only,  TN  37140-9709 

The  following  list  shows: 

Inmate  Name  & Number 
Cell  Number 
Ancestry 
Date  of  Birth 

Austin,  Bill  167676  Bentley,  Thomas  272917  Cross,  Dason  248912 
3b-64  3a-21  3b-15 


Sioux/Cherokee 

11/28/50 

Fields,  Denver  223899 

lb-59 

Shawnee 

9/25/45 

Lindsey,  Fred  92900 

lb-34 

Chipawa 

7/24/48 


Cherokee 

6/23/68 

Ganac,  Jessie  A.  131376 

lb-1 

Choctaw 

3/11/57 

Mencer,  Victory  101210 

3b-48 

Cherokee 

12/21/58 


Cherokee 

2/12/73 

Givens,  D.W.  235423 

2b-33 

Cherokee 

6/20/63 

Taylor,  James  252328 
2b-40 

Seminole/Cherokee 

7/31/73 


On  their  behalf  TFIANK  YOU! 
A.C.  Alexander 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Jones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"OJ"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Jun  1998  21:08:44  -0400 

Sub j : HISTORY  - A HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO  - CARLISLE  - WEEK  60 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STJOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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WHAT  IS  IIUNE? 


Skies  of  azure,  warm  and  fair. 

Gentle  breezes,  fragrant  air. 

Flints  of  honeysuckle  gold 
On  the  fences  gray  and  old. 

Briar  roses,  sweet  and  pink. 

Cheerful  pipe  of  bobolink; 

And,  as  dawning  grows  from  dark. 
Cleaving  flight  of  meadow  lark. 
Caroling  his  morning  praises. 

Fields  of  buttercups  and  daisies. 

Wild  strawberries  on  the  hills. 
Racing,  laughing,  gurgling  rills; 
Wilderness  of  brake  and  fern 
At  the  roadway's  every  turn. 

Reeds  and  grasses,  long  and  lush. 
Woods  with  tenderest  shades  of  green. 
Not  a shadow  on  the  scene. 

Not  a shade  of  woe,  nor  ruth. 

Nature's  pulsing,  buoyant  youth. 

That  is  Dune. 


MR.  WHEELOCK  ON  THE  MOVE. 


Interesting  letters  come  from  Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock,  who  is  out  visiting 
the  Indian  Training  Schools,  with  the  view  of  selecting  good  musicians  to 
make  up  a band  for  the  Paris  exposition,  in  1900.  He  is  being  treated  with 
cordiality  all  around,  and  here  are  a few  personal  observations  gathered 
from  his  letters: 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  12th  of  Dune,  Mr.  Wheelock  was  at  Haskell 
Institute,  and  made  a brief  address  before  the  students  gathered  for 
evening  service.  He  says:  In  the  audience  were  several  from  Carlisle:  - 
Miss  Mosher,  Peter  Powlas,  Isaac  Baird,  Frank  Dones,  Samuel  Townsend  and 
others.  Some  of  the  pupils  spoke  very  well  and  Dr.  Dixon  gave  a splendid 
talk. 

As  far  as  I could  see,  they  certainly  did  everything  to  show  their 
interest  in  what  Carlisle  does  and  is  going  to  do.  Superintendent  Peairs 
and  Dr.  Dixon  and  managers  of  the  school  are  a team  and  full  of  right 
ideas.  Superintendent  Peairs  being  a graduate  of  the  Kansas  University  a 
friendly  feeling  between  it  and  Haskell  exists  which  will  result  in  great 
good  for  the  school,  and  which  was  not  before  felt. 

The  Haskell  band  played  for  my  benefit.  They  have  a good  band,  but  are 
unfortunate  in  having  poor  instruments. 

I left  Haskell  on  Monday  evening  and  reached  Chilocco  about  noon 
Tuesday.  As  at  Genoa  and  Haskell,  Chilocco  has  had  its  share  of  the  rains. 

In  fact  I was  caught  in  a shower  going  from  Arkansas  City  to  the  school. 

I found  Superintendent  Taylor  a very  pleasant  gentleman.  He  received  me 
cordially  and  said  he  was  only  sorry  that  he  could  not  send  his  whole  band 
along. 

Chilocco  has  a nursery  which  contains  over  a million  trees  covering  a 
hundred  acres,  and  they  have  a very  large  herd  of  cattle. 

I left  Chilocco  on  Tuesday  evening  and  arrived  at  Cheyenne,  Oklahoma,  at 
noon  today.  They  are  in  the  midst  of  their  closing  exercises.  The  school 
under  Mr.  Veits  has  had  a prosperous  year.  The  exercises  have  been  very 
interesting  and  I enjoyed  them  greatly.  The  different  games  and  sports  by 
the  boys  were  very  good. 

At  the  evening  exercises  the  one  pleasing  feature  was  a military  drill 
by  a number  of  little  boys,  commanded  by  a small  boy.  They  went  through 
the  movements  of  company  and  platoon  formations  with  the  precision  of 
veterans,  and  ended  with  an  exhibition  in  manual  of  arms.  The  students 
were  neat  in  appearance  and  their  entertainment  showed  careful  training. 

This  is  my  first  experience  with  Indians  --  the  real  blanket-covered  and 
painted  Indians. 

Many  Cheyennes  are  here  in  attendance  upon  the  closing  exercises  of  the 


school,  and  their  wigwams  are  to  be  seen  on  the  hills  about. 

The  Arapahoe  School  is  near  the  agency.  I saw  Misses  Mable  Buck,  Ida 
Warren,  and  Mr.  Kish  Hawkins  there. 

I am  now  on  my  way  to  Grand  Junction,  and  will  be  there  Saturday 
morning.  After  that  Ft.  Lewis,  then  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  Phoenix,  Ariz., 
Perris,  California,  Carson  City,  Nevada,  Ft.  Hall,  Idaho,  Chemawa,  Oregon, 
Puyallup,  Washington,  Ft.  Shaw,  Montana,  Ft.  Totten,  North  Dakota, 
Flandreau,  S.Dak.,  and  Wittenburg,  Wisconsin. 
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Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


The  Indian  Band  concert  at  Cave  Hill  Park  on  Saturday  night  was 
excellently  rendered  and  was  highly  appreciated  by  many  music  lovers. 
-[Carlisle  Herald,  20. 

At  this  writing  we  have  581  pupils  in  country  homes  for  the  summer,  and 
271  at  the  school.  There  are  more  applications  for  workers  than  the  school 
can  supply. 

At  the  Commencement  Exercises  in  Bosler  Hall,  last  Thursday  night,  as 
Miss  Cynthia  E.  Webster,  class  '96  of  the  Indian  School,  received  her 
diploma  with  the  others  of  class  '98  of  the  Carlisle  High  School,  we  could 
but  think  for  the  hundredth  time  that  that  is  a demonstration  of  the  real 
solution  of  the  Indian  problem.  Carlisles  nor  Haskells,  Genoas  nor 
Chiloccos,  Chemawas  nor  Albuquerques,  much  less  reservation  schools  as 
Indian  schools,  will  never  make  of  Indian  youth  such  men  and  women  as  their 
speedy  recovery  from  their  present  helpless  condition  demands.  And  again 
we  say  that  Indian  schools  as  Indian  schools  are  more  of  a hindrance  than  a 
help,  unless  the  supreme  motive  be  to  use  every  available  means  to  get  the 
pupils  OUT  on  an  equal  footing  and  in  heart  association  with  the  people 
they  emulate. 

We  are  safe  in  saying  that  never  before  did  Ex-capt.  Bemus  Pierce  of  the 
football  team,  strike  such  a hard  bit  of  plowing  as  he  did  this  week  when 
he  tackled  the  packed  clay  of  the  athletic  field,  to  make  it  ready  for 
sodding.  It  took  six  horses  to  draw  the  plow,  three  men  to  guide  them 
besides  a heavy  man  on  the  beam  of  the  plow  to  keep  its  nose  in  the  ground. 

The  man  who  guided  the  rear  team  rode  a bicycle;  at  least  it  was  a two 
wheeled  affair  although  the  two  wheels  were  wagon  wheels  and  strode  the 
furrow.  As  the  procession  moved  along  dragging  little  (?)  Bemus,  plunging 
and  leaping  and  almost  falling  over  the  great  clods  of  clay  turned  over  by 
the  plow,  stuck  to  it  with  all  the  fierceness  manifested  in  a football 
match,  and  is  hardening  his  muscles  by  such  work  ready  for  the  coming  games 
in  the  fall. 

Joseph  Adams  Is  Dead. 

We  have  the  sad  and  painful  duty  of  recording  the  death  of  another  loved 
member  of  our  school.  Joseph  Adams,  who  went  to  his  home  in  Oregon,  a few 


weeks  since  on  account  of  ill  health  died  of  Consumption  on  the  12th  inst. 
The  deceased  was  a character  of  such  frankness,  nobility,  purity  and 
faithfulness  to  trust  that  none  knew  him  but  to  love  him.  Doctor  Turner, 
of  the  Siltez  Agency  writes  thus  of  his  last  hours:  "Joseph  suffered  but 
little  and  talked  with  a pleasant  smile  during  his  sickness.  There  was  a 
large  funeral,  and  thus  ends  a noble  life,  while  so  many  ignoble  still 
live."  Miss  Barr  received  a very  few  sad  lines  from  him  which  must  have 
been  written  but  a few  hours  before  his  death,  in  which  he  said  he  was  so 
tired.  Some  of  the  words  were  so  faint  that  they  could  not  be  made  out. 
Joseph  was  a graduate  of  Chemawa,  having  gone  there  a year  and  a half. 

When  he  came  to  Carlisle  in  1893,  he  entered  the  Dickinson  Preparatory  at 
once,  and  before  he  left  had  reached  the  Sophomore  class  in  the  college 
proper.  A year  ago  he  went  west  for  his  health  and  remained  in  Colorado 
for  several  months.  The  ambition  to  get  through  college  brought  him  back 
to  Carlisle,  and  when  he  arrived  he  looked  remarkably  well,  but  the  close 
study  and  effort  again  brought  him  low. 

Joseph  had  had  considerable  experience  with  the  agency  doctor,  which 
fitted  him  for  usefulness  at  once  in  our  own  hospital.  He  was  a nurse  that 
the  patients  all  liked  and  he  enjoyed  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
suffering.  Dr.  Montezuma  who  was  physician  for  a part  of  the  time  writes 
thus  to  Miss  Barr: 

"I  sympathize  with  you  in  relation  to  Joe.  Life  is  a mystery.  What  you 
have  done  for  Joe  can  never  be  estimated.  You  have  one  consolation,  you 
have  seen  one  boy  who  has  been  faithful  and  did  his  duty  to  the  last 
moment.  I consider  his  life  a glorious  revelation.  He  stood  equal  to 
Lieutenant  Hobson.  He  carried  his  ship  while  the  battle  of  life  was  raging 
on  every  side.  Though  he  sank,  his  wreck  on  the  road  to  success  will  be 
the  only  means  to  free  our  nation.  I cannot  conceive  of  a grander 
spectacle  than  a fallen  color-bearer  with  hand  grasping  the  flag  and  body 
fallen  toward  the  enemy.  Joe's  death  is  grand,  noble  and  sublime.  Our 
reward  is  not  on  earth.  It  is  beyond  the  grave  where  no  disease  can  hinder 
or  mar  our  advancement.  Joseph's  character  was  truly  exceptional  and 
worthy  of  imitating. 


Quite  a party  went  wheeling  on  Saturday,  over  the  roughest  roads  that 
ever  civilized  country  could  boast  of.  For  fourteen  miles  they  ploughed 
and  panted  and  puffed  their  way  over  hills  and  through  dust  and  ruts  and 
broken  stones,  thinking  they  were  having  a delightful  time.  From  the  ruddy 
faces  they  bore  on  their  return  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  may  judge  that 
they  had  a warm  time  to  say  the  least.  Mrs.  Cook,  a stranger  to  this  part 
of  the  country  and  accustomed  to  California's  beautiful  roads,  after 
passing,  we  don't  know  how  many  sign-boards  pointing  to  Sterrett's  Gap, 
Wagner's  Gap,  Crane's  Gap,  Doubling  Gap,  etc.,  etc.,  nearly  went  off  her 
wheel  as  she  sighed  that  so  many  gaps  made  her  sleepy. 
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Capt.  Pratt  is  in  Washington,  D.C.,  on  school  business. 

The  band  played  at  Boiling  Springs,  last  Friday  evening. 

Miss  Forster,  art  teacher,  has  been  absent  for  a few  days. 

Mr.  Jack  Standing  is  again  employing  some  of  his  vacation  hours  with  us. 

Mr.  Sturm,  of  our  clerical  force  has  gone  to  his  home  in  the  South  on 
his  annual  leave. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  is  home  for  the  summer  vacation  from  Wilson  College, 
Chambersburg. 

Garden  truck  and  fruit  begin  to  make  students'  meals  appetizing.  Pease 
for  the  first  this  week! 

Simon  Standingdeer ' s flowers  in  the  shop  court  are  thriving;  so  are  the 
weeds  and  grass  outside  of  the  beds. 

Miss  Annie  Kowuni,  class  '97  who  took  a course  at  Drexel  Institute, 
Philadelphia,  has  returned  to  Carlisle  for  a time. 

Miss  Sarah  Smith,  '97,  and  Deleila  Cornelius  who  has  been  living  with 
Miss  Edge,  at  Downingtown,  have  gone  to  their  homes  in  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Harkness  and  his  tinners  are  high  up  in  the  world  these  days,  and 
will  be  forgiven  if  a little  "stuck  up"  as  they  are  giving  to  our  tin  roofs 
their  war  paint  of  red. 


The  shop  boys  are  nearly  all  working  outside  now-a-days.  Those  whose 
work  keeps  them  indoors  exercise  vigorously  after  supper  and  thus  keep  well 
and  strong. 

Mr.  Levi  St.  Cyr  has  returned  to  his  post  of  duty  after  a happy  time  at 
his  home,  at  the  Winnebago  Agency,  Nebraska.  He  looks  brown  and  well,  as 
though  his  30  days'  rest  had  done  him  good. 

We  have  had  scarcely  enough  rain  to  lay  the  dust  on  the  high-ways  this 
month  thus  far,  although  Hicks  predicted  much  rain.  The  campus  is 
beginning  to  show  the  lack  of  drink  from  the  clouds. 

Mr.  Thos.  Marshall,  who  is  working  his  way  through  Dickinson  College  and 
has  reached  his  Junior  year  will  carry  on  a summer  school  of  short  hand 
during  Duly  and  August.  He  already  has  a good  class  promised. 

The  band  boys  had  a little  treat  of  ice  cream  and  cake  in  their  band 
room  on  Monday  evening  after  the  concert  on  the  band  stand.  Being  of 
Bachelor  management  the  feast  was  partaken  without  the  presence  of  their 
more  favored  friends,  which  of  course  made  the  ice  cream  and  cake  disappear 
in  "jig  time. " 

Miss  Shaffner  returned  on  Monday  evening,  landing  in  Philadelphia,  at 
ten  in  the  morning.  She  said  their  steam-ship  Pennland  passed  the 
Belgenland,  on  which  Miss  Luckenbach  sailed,  Sunday  night,  at  breakwater, 
and  they  were  in  a gale  and  a very  rough  sea.  Miss  Shaffner  looks  well  and 
claims  to  have  had  a delightful  time  every  moment  while  absent. 

Thomas  Denomie,  the  janitor,  has  gone  to  the  country  and  Bunn  Armstrong 
has  taken  his  place.  It  is  a pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  Thomas  was 
faithful  in  his  duties  as  a janitor  and  that  we  predict  he  will  be  the  same 
in  the  country.  He  goes  to  the  same  place  he  was  last  summer,  where  he  was 
highly  esteemed.  It  is  a 'good  enough'  name  when  a boy  is  wanted  the 
second  year. 

Lee  Dailey  has  gone  to  his  home  at  Otoe,  Oklahoma. 

Weeds  still!  Oh,  for  a scythe  that  could  operate  itself! 

Potato-bug  picking  is  on.  The  small  boys  receive  10  cents  a quart,  and 
yet  they  prefer  picking  cherries.  Funny,  isn't  it? 

If  the  trolley  company  would  send  a man  to  cut  down  the  weeds  along  the 
Avenue  leading  to  the  school,  the  approach  would  look  better. 

Miss  Shaffner  brought  some  apples  from  Tasmania  and  Australia,  which 
were  not  only  a delicious  treat  to  her  friends,  but  a great  curiosity. 

The  farm  steam  engine  and  boiler  used  for  thrashing  has  taken  its  place 
at  the  end  of  the  boys'  quarters  to  heat  the  water  for  the  bath,  during  the 
summer  rest  of  the  steam-plant  boilers. 

Typo  Edgar  Rickard  is  working  outside  on  the  stone  pile  to  rest  his  eyes 
which  have  been  troubling  him  for  a few  days.  He  will  also  gain  a little 
ready  cash  and  build  up  muscle  and  brawn. 

Mr.  Lundberg  and  Miss  Newman,  of  Steelton  were  among  the  visitors  at  the 
school  on  Friday  last.  Mr.  Lundberg  is  a native  of  Sweden  and  with  Miss 
Ericson  was  at  home  in  his  native  tongue. 

Rose  Poodry  has  gone  to  live  with  Miss  Edge,  at  Downingtown,  for  the 
summer,  which  means  exceptional  opportunities  for  learning  everything 
pertaining  to  noble  and  gentle  womanhood.  Miss  Edge  has  helped  a host  of 
our  girls  to  lives  of  usefulness  and  lofty  purpose. 

Mr.  Weber  and  his  force  of  boys  are  tearing  off  the  weather-worn  parts 
of  the  high  smoke  stack,  and  replacing  them  with  new.  It  is  difficult  and 
dangerous  work,  requiring  nerve  and  ability.  His  chief  aids  are  Hawley 
Pierce  and  Edwin  Smith. 

A young  regiment  of  boys  went  to  the  lower  farm  on  Monday  to  pick 
cherries.  From  the  looks  of  their  mouths  on  their  return,  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  wondered  at  the  bushel  basketfuls  they  brought  back 
with  them.  There  were  enough  for  each  student  a big  bowlful  for  supper. 

Neat  invitations  to  closing  exercises  have  been  received  from  the 
Haskell  Institute,  Lawrence,  Kansas;  and  the  Genoa,  Nebraska,  Indian 
Industrial  School,  the  Albuquerque  Indian  School,  New  Mexico,  the  Cheyenne 
School,  Darlington,  Oklahoma,  and  the  Chilocco  School,  Oklahoma,  which  last 
put  out  the  most  fanciful  cards  in  the  form  of  a souvenir.  The 
Man-on-the-band-stand  was  only  sorry  that  he  could  not  attend  all. 

Numbers  7,  8,  and  10  school-rooms  have  closed.  Mrs.  Cook,  teacher  of 
No.  10,  is  detailed  to  assist  in  the  small  boys'  quarters  and  to  take  Mrs. 


Given's  place  when  she  goes  on  hen  vacation.  Miss  Robertson,  No.  7,  will 
assist  in  classifying  "clippings"  and  magazines  in  the  library.  Miss 
Carter,  No.  5,  will  take  the  Normal  Room  one  session  in  addition  to  her 
own.  Miss  Cochran,  No.  8,  will  assist  Miss  Ely  in  Mr.  Sturm's  absence  on 
his  vacation.  Miss  Bowersox  of  the  Normal  Room  and  Mrs.  Sawyer,  instructor 
in  instrumental  music  are  cataloguing  in  the  library. 
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ELEPHANTS. 

"How  do  they  feed  elephants?"  asked  a little  Indian  boy  of  his  teacher? 

"I  was  reading  about  the  feeding  of  elephants  in  the  Army  of  India  just 
the  other  day,  and  this  is  what  I read,"  replied  the  teacher: 

"When  meal  time  comes  the  elephants  have  to  fall  in  line,  just  as  our 
boys  and  girls  do  for  school. 

Before  the  line  are  great  piles  of  food. 

The  food  is  rice  and  it  is  done  up  in  packages." 

"Paper  packages?"  asked  the  boy. 

"No.  The  wrappers  are  leaves  and  the  packages  are  tied  with  grass. 

Each  package  weighs  two  pounds. 

When  all  is  ready  the  master  calls  out:  Attention! 

Then  each  elephant  opens  his  mouth  wide  and  men  stand  off  and  throw  the 
packages  into  their  mouths. 

It  is  not  hard  to  hit  the  mark  because  the  elephant's  mouth  is  so  big." 

"Why  do  they  feed  elephants  that  way?"  was  asked. 

"So  that  there  may  be  no  waste.  Not  a single  grain  of  rice  is  lost  when 
fed  in  this  way,  but  if  the  rice  were  put  on  the  ground  or  in  a vessel  of 
some  kind  the  elephants  would  waste  a great  many  grains  with  their  long 
trunks . " 

"How  much  does  the  man  feed  each  elephant?" 

"Ten  pounds  - five  of  those  two  pound  packages." 


SLANG. 

By  your  words  you  are  known. 

If  you  use  slang,  people  will  think  that  your  thoughts  are  low  minded. 
Slang  is  used  by  the  uneducated,  by  those  who  are  careless  and 
lazy-minded . 

Good  English  is  a sign  of  good  breeding. 

Bad,  slangy  English  is  a sign  of  vulgarity,  and  a low  mind. 

To  use  slang  is  to  degrade  yourself  in  the  eyes  of  respectable  people. 
Good  language  elevates  the  mind;  for  we  must  not  forget  that  language  is 
the  expression  of  thought. 


"Getting  'blowed  up'  doesn't  mean  just  what  it  used  to,  does  it?"  asked 
a looker-on  as  one  of  the  wheelmen  was  blowing  up  his  tire,  by  the  office 
building. 


He  begins  to  learn  when  he  begins  to  know  that  he  does  not  know. 


HE  IMPROVED  HIS  TIME. 


Within  the  past  few  weeks  the  whole  civilized  world  is  ringing  with 
praises  of  the  noble  deeds  of  a young  man  who  has  become  distinguished 
because  of  his  superior  education. 

Lieutenant  Richmond  Pearson  Hobson  was  selected  by  Admiral  Sampson 
because  of  his  high  standing  as  a student  - one  who  in  his  young  years  had 
learned  nearly  everything  possible  about  an  ocean  steamer,  how  to  manage 
one,  and  knew  more  of  the  real  condition  of  Santiago  harbor  than  any  man  of 
the  four  thousand  in  the  great  fleet,  all  of  which  he  had  learned  from 
books  and  maps. 

When  a cadet  at  the  Annapolis  Academy  some  of  the  students  poked  fun  at 
him  because  he  devoted  so  much  time  to  his  books,  instead  of  fooling  it 
away  on  sports  and  the  many  other  temptations  to  be  found  in  all  schools, 
both  of  high  and  low  degree. 


It  is  of  such  stuff  that  heroes,  and  great  men  generally,  are  made,  the 
world  over. 

It  is  the  study  of  good  books  that  counts  above  everything  else. 
-[Damesburg  Advance. 


THE  LITTLE  MICROBE. 


The  little  microbes  that  cause  consumption  get  into  our  lungs  through 
our  mouths  and  noses  as  we  breathe.  So  we  cannot  be  too  careful  about  the 
air  with  which  we  fill  our  lungs.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  seen  boys 
pass  a mouth-organ  from  one  mouth  to  the  other.  It  is  not  safe!  Who  knows 
but  that  one  of  the  boys  may  have  consumption  microbes  in  his  lungs,  and 
how  easy  it  would  be  to  transfer  some  of  those  very  microbes  to  your  lungs 
if  you  take  into  your  mouth  a mouth-organ  into  which  he  has  been  blowing 
his  bad  breath.  Don't  do  it!  It  is  unclean  as  well  as  dangerous. 

Some  people  are  almost  insane  on  the  subject  of  microbes.  All  we  advise 
is  to  use  common  sense.  A person  with  ordinary  intelligence  knows  the 
dangers  of  passing  mouth-organ  from  mouth  to  mouth,  and  pipe  from  lips  to 
lips . 


SOUND  DOCTRINE. 


President  Porter,  of  Yale,  has  said  that  the  greatest  gain  of  a college 
course  is  in  teaching  a student  to  do  what  he  ought  to  do,  when  he  ought  to 
do  it,  whether  he  wants  to  do  it  or  not. 


Enigma . 

My  5,  6,  8 is  the  metal  in  some  cups. 

My  3,  7,  3,  7,  4 is  a good  beverage  to  drink. 

My  1,  2 is  the  abbreviation  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  Southern 
States . 

My  whole  is  what  some  of  our  pupils  are  longing  for  and  which  is  sure  to 
come  very  soon. 

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 


NAT-FILM:  Public  service  by  United  Native  Aboriginal  Broadcasting. 

http://www.unat.org  Posts  copyright  original  author/sender  unless 
noted  otherwise,  and  remain  in  archives.  Posts  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  opinions  of  the  administration  or  membership  of  UNATB(C) 

"RE : Poem:  Some  Thoughts"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Dun  1997  00:02:38  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : "Some  Thoughts" 

UUCP  email 

"Some  Thoughts" 

Looking  into  the  palm  of  my  hand, 

I view  a medicine  I am  holding. 

For  a moment  I close  my  eyes. 

And  visions  of  my  ancestors 
Visit  my  thoughts. 

And  quietly 

I hear  the  medicine  ask  me, 

"Why  do  you  not  speak  as  your  ancestors?" 

And  in  my  heart  I feel  a weeping 
Coming  from  some  thoughts. 


Long  ago  my  ancestors  held  the  same  medicine. 


And  they  did  speak  to  the  medicine. 

Only  they  spoke  to  it  from  their  heart. 

And  with  their  own  language. 

Not  a modern  language, 

but  a language  that  contained 

Words  of  wisdom,  knowledge  and  understanding. 

All  the  while  today, 

I can  only  provide 
Dust  some  thoughts. 

The  medicine  is  strong  and  full  of  life. 

And  I know  that  in  order  for  it  to  work, 

I must  allow  it  to  recognize  who  I am. 

And  slowly  a tear  rolls  down  my  cheek. 

As  I realize  I do  not  know 

The  old  language  of  my  ancestors, 

A language  in  which 

Only  the  medicine  can  recognize. 

And  all  I have  to  offer 
Is  just  some  thoughts. 

The  sound  of  many  weeping  fills  the  air. 

Of  sudden  I realize  I am  not  alone. 

For  there  are  many  who  can  not  speak 
To  the  medicines  of  life. 

For  many  have  chosen  to  forget. 

Many  have  chosen  to  close  the  door. 

On  a past; 

On  a culture; 

On  a belief; 

And  all  they  have  to  offer. 

Is  just  some  thoughts. 

Slowly,  but  dangerously. 

The  modern  world  engulfs 

The  traditional  lands  of  a people. 

Lands  that  contain  valuable  medicines. 

Valuable  resources  once  used  for  years 
By  our  very  own  ancestors. 

Mining,  ranching,  farming,  recreation  projects. 
And  other  such  contemporary  activity. 

Is  ruining  the  lands  of  our  people. 

Thanks  to  the  BLM  and  Forest  Service, 

And  soon,  oh  so  very  soon. 

All  that  will  be  left. 

Will  be  just  some  thoughts. 

Learn  your  language  Indian, 

For  in  time. 

The  medicines  of  your  ancestor's 
Will  be  all  but  gone  forever. 

All  because  you  never  learned  your  language. 

But  once  you  can  speak  to  the  medicine 
It  will  help  you  in  a way. 

Only  your  ancestors  will  know  of. 

And  your  heart  will  grow  strong 
As  will  your  mind. 

And  the  medicine  will  recognize  you 
And  not  just  your  thoughts. 

In  the  medicine 
You  will  find  life. 

Dune  15,  1997 

[c]  Warm  Springs  Production 


by, 

Larry  Kibby,  E-Mail  - kibbey@sierra . net 
{ Please  visit  the  following} 

http : //www. geocities . com/CapitolHi 11/ Lobby/ 3786 

http : //www . YvwiiUSdinvnohii . net /Larry /la r ry k. html 

http : //www. geocities . com/CapeCanaveral/Lab/ 6118/lkibby . html 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Dun  98  04:15:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly6-12 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

6 

Choose  the  path  taken  by  only  a few,  for  it  leads  to  wisdom. 

7 

Dance  joyously  in  the  memory  of  your  ancestors,  your  kupuna. 

8 

Life  is  all  around  us,  ...  and  within. 

9 

I weave  a lei  of  maile  leaves  to  celebrate  the  new  day! 

10 

My  flute  echoes  the  cry  of  the  wind. 

11 

The  mantis  pauses  for  a moment  in  its  journey  to  bless  those  it  encounters. 

12 

Night  passes  a veil  of  introspection  over  the  land. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Dune  1998  23:29:53  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  23  Dun  1998  22:21:06  -0600 

From:  Dudy_M._Gobert@skc.edu,  IICBnet@niec.net 

Sub j : Fwd : RESENT  MESSAGE  - INDIGENOUS  ENVIRO  GATHERING 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

Please  post  the  following  attached  information.  Past  Protecting  Mother 
Earth  Conferences  have  attracted  an  average  of  1,000  to  1,200  participants. 
This  year  we  are  planning  for  an  estimate  of  1,500  to  2,000  participants. 
This  is  an  outdoor  gathering.  Native  American  owned  and  managed  travel 
agency  T & T Travel,  Blaine,  Minnesota  is  the  IEN  designated  travel  agency. 
Their  telephone  number  is  (612)  571-8184.  Shuttles  are  being  arranged  for 
Reno,  Nevada  and  Redding,  California. 

For  more  information  see  the  IEN  world  wide  web:  http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 

INDIGENOUS  GRASSROOTS  ENVIRONMENTAL  GATHERING  SCHEDULED  FOR  AUGUST  2-5, 

1998  IN  CALIFORNIA,  Buckskin  Family  Camp,  Fall  River  Mills,  northeast  of 


Redding,  CA 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network's 

9th  Annual  Protecting  Mother  Earth  Conference 

Hosted  by: 

Seventh  Generation  Fund 

Native  Coalition  for  Cultural  Restoration  of  Mount  Shasta 
Theme:  "Honoring  Sacred  Places" 

ALL  INDIGENOUS  NATIONS,  ORGANIZATIONS  AND  SUPPORT  GROUPS: 

You  are  invited  to  the  upcoming  9th  Annual  Protecting  Mother  Earth 
Conference  sponsored  by  the  Indigenous  Environmental  Network.  This  year  the 
conference  will  be  held  in  northeastern  California  within  the  traditional 
lands  of  the  Ahjumawi  Band  of  Pitt  River  Native  community  located  near  Mt. 
Shasta.  The  four  day  outdoor  conference  is  scheduled  to  begin  Sunday 
morning  through  Wednesday  afternoon,  August  2-5,  1998.  There  will  be  a 
sacred  Fire  lighting  ceremony  beginning  at  daybreak  on  Sunday  morning.  The 
conference  site  is  on  the  Buckskin  Family  Camp  located  10  miles  north  of 
Fall  River  Mills  on  County  Road  A-19  near  Soldiers  Mountain.  This  is 
located  northeast  of  Redding,  CA  north  of  state  highway  299. 

The  theme  of  this  year's  conference  is  "Honoring  Sacred  Places."  Mt. 
Shasta  and  the  nearby  Medicine  Lake  are  sacred  areas  to  the  Pitt  River, 
Wintu,  Modoc  and  other  Native  peoples  of  the  region.  These  areas  are  being 
threatened  by  development  such  as  a thermal  energy  development  at  the 
Medicine  Lake  site.  Workshops  and  plenaries  are  being  scheduled  to  discuss 
the  protection  of  sacred,  historical  and  cultural  sites  of  significant  value 
to  our  Native  peoples. 

Additional  workshops,  training's  and  plenaries  are  being  scheduled  on 
environmental  issues  such  as  toxic  and  nuclear  contamination,  tribal 
approaches  to  environmental  justice,  cleanup  of  contaminated  sites, 
community-based  fundraising.  Native  grassroots  organization  development, 
youth  development,  biological  diversity,  international  initiatives, 
endangered  species,  and  natural  resource  management.  All  presentations  are 
balanced  with  Native  traditional  and  modern  perspectives. 

This  is  an  outdoor  camping  gathering  that  follows  the  teachings  of  the 
sacred  Fire  that  burns  throughout  the  four  days.  Child  care  and  youth 
activities  are  provided.  Limited  travel  subsidy  scholarships  are  available 
for  Native  grassroots  groups  that  are  dealing  with  environmental  and  sacred 
site  issues. 

Please  contact  either  Charlotte  Caldwell  at  the  Indigenous  Environmental 
Network  at  (218)  751-4967  or  e-mail  her  at:  ccaldwell@northernet.com,  or 
IEN  at  ien@igc.apc.org,  or  Seventh  Generation  Fund  at  (707)  825-7640  for 
further  information.  Thank  you. 

The  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  has  conference  information  at: 
http : //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien 
Environmental  Justice  ** 

Indigenous  Speakers  from  throughout  North  America,  Central,  Central  and 
South  America  ** 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network  - National  Office 
P.O.  Box  485 

Bemidji,  Minnesota  56619-0485  USA 

Phone:  (218)  751-4967 

Fax:  (218)  751-0561 

e-mail:  ien@igc.apc.org 

Web  Site:  http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 

"An  alliance  of  Indigenous  Peoples  protecting  the  sacredness  of  Mother 
Earth  and  building  sustainable  communities." 

To  have  your  name  removed  from  this  list  send  a message  to: 
Mailto:dharry@niec. net 


Date:  Thu,  25  Jun  1998  17:20:08  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Stephen  Kenda  <ch243@freenet.toronto.on.ca> 
Sub j : FoL  Victory  Party 
Mailing  List:  fol-l@tao.ca 


After  a long,  long  court  battle... 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon  is  pleased  to  announce  a 


VICTORY  PARTY! 

Food!  Fun!  Celebrating! 

Non  Alcoholic  Beverages! 

Free ! 

Monday,  Dune  29th  7 - 9:30  p.m. 

Council  Fire  Native  Cultural  Centre 
439  Dundas  St.  East,  Toronto 

(corner  of  Parliament  St.  - enter  off  Parliament) 

We  wish  to  thank  all  our  supporters,  volunteers  and  friends 
who  made  this  victory  possible. 

This  is  your  party. 

Hope  to  see  everyone  there!  Please  pass  on  the  word  (sorry  about  the  short 
notice) 

Special  thanks  to  Reva  Dewell,  Dave  & Council  Fire  for  continued  support. 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

485  Ridelle  Ave 

Toronto  ON 

M6B  1K6 

T:  416-763-7500 
F:  416-603-2715 
fol  e-mail:  fol@tao.ca 
Lubicon  supporters'  home  page: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 
FoL  web  page:  http://www.tao.ca/~fol/ 

To  receive  e-mail  updates  about  the  court  case  and  the  Lubicon  situation, 
send  an  e-mail  to  majordomo@tao.ca  & include  in  the  body  of  the  e-mail  the 
command:  subscribe  fol-1 


Date:  Wed,  5 May  1998  23:38:02  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  < jans@atlcom . net> 

Sub j : Keystone  Concert 
UUCP  email 

Enjoy  "Spirit  of  the  Black  Hills,"  a Native  American  musical  celebration, 
at  the  Keystone  Community  Center,  Keystone  S.D.,  in  the  heart  of  the  Black 
Hills,  Saturday  Aug  1 and  Saturday  Aug  8th.  Performers  include  contemporary 
and  traditional  Native  music--Lakota  Traditional  musicians,  drums.  Spirit 
Dancer,  Stonefeather  and  many  others. 

The  "Spirit  of  the  Black  Hills"  celebration  will  be  begin  at  7PM. 

Tickets  are  $25  per  adult  couple  at  the  door,  or  $20  in  advance  with  10% 
senior  discounts.  Children  12  and  over,  $6.  Children  6-12  $5. 

Children  under  6 free. 

Call  888-874-8030  for  advance  tickets.  Reservations  strongly  suggested. 


Greetings,  friends! 

I figured  it  was  about  time  I updated  my  pow  wow  listings  again.  Most  of 
the  events  you  will  find  on  these  lists  take  place  in  the  Southeast. 
However,  on  occasion,  someone  will  send  me  one  from  another  part  of  the 
country,  and  I am  proud  to  include  those  as  well,  as  time  & space  allows. 

Most  of  the  listings  here  came  from  pow  wow  flyers  or  tourism  booklets; 
some  were  sent  to  me  via  e-mail,  and  others  obtained  by  phone  calls  or 
snail  mail  from  friends  who  compile  their  own  lists. 

Remember,  unless  you  are  already  familiar  with  the  particular  event  that 
is  listed,  it  doesn't  hurt  to  call  & confirm  that  the  pow  wow  or  other 
event  is  actually  taking  place  as  scheduled. 


Something  new  this  time  out!  Along  with  the  usual  list  of  Pow  Wows  and 
other  Native  American  events,  I have  also  included  a few  non-Native  events 
that  may  be  of  interest.  Let  me  know  if  you  like  the  additional  listings, 
or  if  you  prefer  that  I keep  strictly  to  the  more  traditional  events. 

If  you  received  this  newsletter  as  a forward  from  a friend,  and  would 
like  to  subscribe  directly,  just  e-mail  me  at  Wanige@aol.com,  and  I will 
add  you  to  my  mailing  list.  You  can  also  contact  me  if  you  want  to  be 
taken  off  the  list. 

Thanks . 


ALABAMA  POW  WOWS  & CULTURAL  EVENTS: 

>Late  Duly/early  August  Indian  Summer  Craft  Classes  at  Moundville 
Archaeological  Park,  Moundville.  Info:  (205)  371-2234 

>Sept.  18-10  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama  Fall  Festival  & Pow  Wow, 
at  Sequoyah  Caverns,  between  Ider  & Valley  Flead.  Info:  (205)  681-0800. 

>Sept.  19  Trail  of  Tears  Commemoration  Day  & Motorcycle  Ride.  For  location 
& details,  call  (205)  740-4141. 

>Sept.  22-26  Moundville  Native  American  Festival,  Moundville 
Archaeological  Park,  Moundville.  Info:  (205)  371-2571. 

>Last  weekend  in  Sept.  Re-enactment  of  the  Treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek 
& Cultural  Festival,  at  the  MOWA  Choctaw  Reservation  in  Mt.  Vernon.  Info: 
John  Byrd  (334)  929-6502,  or  Choctaw  Tribal  Office  (334)  829-5500. 

NOTE:  Certain  events  at  certain  localities  have  a habit  of  switching  dates 
or  late  cancellations,  so  if  you  see  an  event  listed  for  one  of  the 
following  venues,  call  ahead  to  make  sure  that  it  is,  indeed,  going  to 
take  place: 

Green  Corn  Festival  & Pow  Wow  at  Turkeytown,  near  Gadsden; 

Any  pow  wow  scheduled  for  Florse  Pens  40,  near  Steele; 

Lee  County  Pow  Wow,  near  Auburn. 

For  more  info  on  Alabama  events  & destinations,  contact  Alabama  Bureau  on 
Tourism  & Travel  at  1-800-ALABAMA.  For  a listing  of  Native  American 
activities,  contact  Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commission,  669  South  Lawrence 
St.,  Montgomery,  AL  36104  or  (334)  242-2831. 

ARKANSAS  EVENTS: 

>Aug.  1 Native  American  Games  Workshop  at  Toltec  Mounds  State  Park. 
(Reservations  required)  Info:  Toltec  Mounds  Archaeological  State  Park,  490 
Toltec  Mounds  Road,  Scott,  AR  72142  (501)  961-9442. 

FLORIDA  EVENTS: 

No  available  listings  for  Duly/August/September . 

If  you  know  of  an  event  for  this  time  period,  send  it  to  me  & I will  put 
it  in  an  update. 

GEORGIA  POW  WOWS  & EVENTS: 

>Duly  17-20  Red  Nations  Gathering  Intertribal  Pow  Wow  & Cultural  Expo, 
Clarksville.  Info:  Alan  Taylor  (281)  922-4179  or  chiefwolf@aol.com, 
http : //members . aol . com/chiefwolf/rednat . html 

>3uly  18  (9  a.m.-6  p.m.)  North  Georgia's  Dangerous  Critters,  a program  at 
Amicalola  Falls  State  Park  in  Dawsonville,  that  teaches  about  dangerous 
animals  & how  to  avoid  them;  first  aid,  diseases,  poisonous  plants, 
stinging  insects,  venomous  snakes,  and  bears.  Info:  (706)  265-4703. 

>3uly  18  (2  p.m.  -4  p.m.)  Fascinating  Wildlife  at  Panola  Mountain  State 
Park,  Stockbridge.  A close  look  at  Georgia's  native  critters.  Registration 
began  on  Dune  18,  and  there  is  a program  fee.  Info:  (770)  389-7801. 

>3uly  24-26  Native  Way  Festival  & Pow  Wow  at  Georgia  National  Fairgrounds, 
Perry.  Info:  Tonya  Morgan  (912)  951-0901  [days]  or  Derry  Laney  (912)  787- 
5180  [evenings]. 


>3uly  25  (10  a.m.  - 4 p.m.).  Duly  26  (2  -4  p.m.)  Vann  House  Days  at  Chief 


Vann  House  Historic  Site,  Chatsworth.  Tours,  displays  of  finger  weaving, 
quilting,  wood  carving.  Admission  charged.  Info:  (706)  695-2598. 

>Aug.  1 Reptiles  Alive  (10  am  & 2 pm),  at  Panola  Mountain  State  Park, 
Stockbridge.  Meet  & learn  about  live  snakes  & other  reptiles.  Registration 
begins  Duly  1,  and  there  is  a program  fee.  Info:  (770)  389-7801. 

>Aug.  14-16  Doc  Holliday  Days  Native  American  Festival,  Kiwanis 
Fairgrounds,  Griffin.  (I  don't  know  what  a celebration  honoring  Wyatt 
Earp's  wacky  friend  has  to  do  with  Native  Americans,  but  I'm  passing  on 
the  info,  any  way!)  Head  Man:  Marty  Wabindato;  Head  Lady:  Arlene  "Powell" 
Arnold;  Emcee:  Dohn  "Winterhawk"  Dohnson.  There  will  be  exhibition, 
intertribal  & competition  dancing;  Native  arts  & crafts;  a round  robin 
Saturday  nite  for  vendors  & dancers.  All  dancers  & all  drums  welcome. 

Times  are:  Friday,  5am  -9pm;  Sat.,  10am  - 7pm;  Sun.,  10am  - 6pm.  Info: 

Derry  or  Sandra  Denton  (770)  467-9848  or  Bill  Dunn  (770)  412-9180.  For 
those  who  are  interested,  along  with  the  pow  wow,  the  Doc  Holliday 
Society's  other  activities  run  Aug.  13-16,  and  include  Western  Re- 
enactments, Antiques,  Civil  War  Re-enactments,  Bands,  a Birthday  Banquet  & 
Wild  West  Bar-be-que. 

>Aug.  15  (1  - 4pm)  Flintknapping,  Etowah  Indian  Mounds  Historic  Site, 
Cartersville.  (Admission  charged)  Info:  (770)  387-3747. 

>Aug.  15-16  (9am  - 4pm)  Native  American  Heritage  Days  at  Crooked  River 
State  Park,  St.  Mary's.  Native  American  encampment  includes  games,  food 
demonstrations,  dances  & crafts.  Admission  charged.  Info:  (912)  882-5256. 

>Sept.  5-6  Running  Water  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Homecoming  & Ripe  Corn  Festival, 
at  Ridge  Ferry  Park  in  Rome.  Head  Man:  Bullit  Standingdeer;  Head  Woman: 
Laretta  Weaver;  Emcee:  Rick  Bird;  Arena  Director:  Damie  Pheasant;  Host 
Drum:  Bird  Chopper  Bird  Family  Singers.  Story  telling  by  Fred  Bradley. 
Competition,  intertribal  & social  dancing.  Honor  Guard:Kusa  Warrior 
Society.  Presented  by  the  Native  American  Preservation  Association  of 
Georgia.  Info:  NAPA,  P.0.  Box  565,  Rome,  GA,  30162-0565  or  Brenda  Yancey 
(770)  926-0753. 

>Sept  12  (2pm)  Native  American  Lecture  on  the  Creeks,  Cherokees  & Pre- 

Columbian  Mississippian  People  by  Dr.  Max  White,  professor  of  history  at 
Piedmont  College  & author  of  Georgia's  Indian  Heritage.  Etowah  Indian 
Mounds  Historic  Site,  Cartersville.  (Admission  charged)  Info:  (770)  387- 
3747. 

>Sept  26  (10am)  Mushroom  Mania  at  Smithgall  Woods-Dukes  creek  Conservation 
Area,  Helen.  Doin  a U.  of  GA  professor  on  this  hike  to  learn  about  fungi, 
ring  a basket  to  collect  edible  mushrooms  (permitted  only  on  this  hike), 
and  watch  a slide  show.  Info:  (706)  878-3087. 

Sept  26-27  Fall  Festival,  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg.  Info:  (770)  830- 
5599 

NOTE:  A $2.00  parking  fee  (ParkPass)  is  charged  at  all  state  parks  in 
Georgia  [in  addition  to  any  "event  fee"  you  may  have  to  pay].  Organized 
school  groups  in  buses  are  exempt  from  this  fee,  as  are  visitors  on 
Wednesdays.  Overnight  guests  only  have  to  pay  one  ParkPass  fee  for  the 
duration  of  their  stay.  Historic  sites  do  not  charge  for  parking,  but  may 
charge  a small  admission  fee.  For  more  information,  or  a free  brochure  on 
Georgia  State  Parks  & Historic  Sites,  contact:  Georgia  Department  of 
Natural  Resources,  205  Butler  St.,  Suite  1352,  Atlanta,  GA  30334  (404) 
656-2770  [TDD:  (770)  389-7404]  or  visit  their  website  at  www . gastateparks . 
org. 

KENTUCKY  EVENTS: 


>Duly  11-20  Run  for  Freedom,  designed  to  bring  awareness  of  the  plights  of 


political  prisoners  [such  as  Leonard  Peltier].  The  run  begins  at  the  Chief 
Little  Turtle  statue  in  Covington,  and  ends  at  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario.  Info: 
Him  Toren  (513)  943-1229  or  Bill  Boswell  (513)  797-8944. 

>Sept.  17-20  Shadow  of  the  Buffalo  Native  American  Gathering,  Shelbyville. 
Info:  Shelby  Co.  Dept,  of  Tourism  (502)  633-6388  or  Sharon  [days  only] 
(502)  454-3186. 

NOTE:  I have  very  few  sources  of  information  on  Kentucky  events.  If  you 
have  pow  wow  or  related  information  that  you'd  like  to  share,  send  it  to 
Wanige@aol . com 

LOUISIANA  POW  WOWS  & EVENTS: 

>Sept.  11-13  Global  Wildlife  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Global  Wildlife  Center, 
Folsom.  Info:  (504)  796-3585  or  whiswind@i-55.com 

{This  is  another  state  that  I don't  have  much  info  on.  Please  send  me  some 
if  you  have  any. } 

MARYLAND  POW  WOWS  & EVENTS  OF  iNTEREST: 

>Aug.  22-26  Baltimore  American  Indian  center  annual  Pow  Wow,  Cantonsville 
College,  Baltimore.  Info:  Baltimore  American  Indian  Center,  113  S. 
Broadway,  Baltimore,  MD  21231  or  (410)  675-3535. 

MISSOURI  POW  WOWS  & EVENTS: 

>Duly  31-Aug.  2 Kansas  City  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Fairgrounds,  Grass 
Valley.  Info:  Doyce  (816)  763-3636  or  Pam  (913)  831-0642. 

>Aug.  7-9  American  Indian  Days  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Fairgrounds,  Vadalia. 

Info:  Bob  Swank  (573)  594-2338. 

>Sept.  18-20  Eastern  Band  of  Shawnee  Pow  Wow,  Seneca.  Info:  (918)  666-2435 


>Sept.  18-20  St.  Francis  River  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Industrial  Park,  Farmington 
Info:  (573)  756-3658  [10am-5pm]  or  (573)  756-8261  [after  7pm]. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  POW  WOWS  & EVENTS: 

>Duly  3-5  4th  of  Duly  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds,  Cherokee. 

Info:  (704)  497-3028  {Eddie  Swimmer  or  Donna  Dumper}  (888)  291-2952. 

>Sept.  5-6  Cultural  Campout,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds,  Cherokee.  Info: 
Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians  (888)  291-2952  or  (704)  497-3028. 

OKLAHOMA  POW  WOWS  & EVENTS: 

>Aug  7-9  Pow  Wow  of  Champions,  at  the  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa.  Info:  (918)  836- 
1523. 

>Aug.  29-30  Arts  & Crafts  Market  at  the  Cherokee  Heritage  Center, 

Tahlequah . Info:  (918)  456-0671. 

>Sept.  18-20  Indian  Summer  Festival,  at  the  Community  Center,  Bartlesville 
Info:  Dane  Odden,  Indian  Summer  Festival,  P.O.  Box  1027,  Bartlesville,  OK 
74005  or  (918)  337-2787. 

>Sept.  18-20  Seminole  Nation  Days,  Mekusukey  Mission  Grounds,  Seminole. 
Info:  (405)  257-6691. 

>Sept.  25-26  In  Celebration  of  Native  America:  Intertribal  Pow  Wow  & 
Invitational  Art  Show,  Standing  Bear  Memorial  Park,  Ponca  City.  Info: 


(405)  762-5651. 


>Sept.  26-27  The  Great  New  Moon  Festival,  Cherokee  Courthouse,  Gore.  Info: 
(918)  489-5663. 

>Sept.  26-0ct.  4 Chickasaw  Festival,  Tishomingo.  Info:  (405)  371-2040. 
MISSISSIPPI  EVENTS: 

I have  no  listings  for  Duly/August/September 
SOUTH  CAROLINA  EVENTS: 

I have  no  current  listings  for  this  state. 

TENNESSEE  POW  WOWS  & EVENTS  OF  INTEREST: 

>3uly  3-5  Loretta  Lynn's  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow  at  Loretta  Lynn's  Ranch, 
Hurricane  Mills.  From  what  I understand,  there  will  be  Competition  & 
Intertribal  Dancing;  a Creek  Indian  encampment;  Northern  Plains  TiPi 
Village;  Saturday  night  Fireworks;  and  entertainment  from  the  Lynns,  along 
with  Cherokee  Rose  & Silena.  Host  Drum:  Lords  of  the  Plains;  Emcee:  Cleto 
Montelongo.  Info:  Kristin  (770)  735-6275.  {Sounds  like  it  may  have  more  in 
common  with  a State  Fair  than  a traditional  pow  wow;  but  it  still  may  be 
fun.} 

>3uly  11-12  Honor  the  Ancestors  Festival,  3im  Warren  Park,  Franklin. 

Hours:  Sat.,  10am-9pm;  Sun.  10am-5pm.  Grand  entry  at  noon  both  days. 

Emcee:  Eddie  Nickens;  Arena  Director:  lason  Quarles;  Host  Northern  Drum: 
Bull  Run  Singers  (Nashville);  Guest  Southern  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart 
(Alabama);  Native  arts  & crafts,  Indian  food.  Story  Telling;  Educational 
focus  on  Southeastern/Woodland  Indians;  Traditional  Herbalist;  Native 
American  Health  Issues;  Intertribal  Dancing  ~ all  dancers  welcome.  Info: 
Gilbert  Cupp  (615)  791-0646  , Kenny  or  Diane  Petty  (615)  871-0940,  Pat  or 
Debbie  Cummins  (615)  885-9402.  Sponsored  by  The  Alliance  for  Native 
American  Indian  Rights. 

>3uly  17-19  Creekside  Pow  Wow,  Milligan  Road.  Sponsored  by  the  Northeast 
Tennessee  Indian  Association.  Info:  Patty  or  Bob  (423)  543-2857. 

>Duly  24-26  Ross's  Landing  Festival,  Ross's  Landing  Park,  Chattanooga.  To 
commemorate  the  160th  anniversary  of  the  Trail  of  Tears,  and  to  welcome 
those  walking  the  trail  backwards  from  Oklahoma.  Intertribal  Dancing,  Food, 
Crafts,  Wildlife.  Head  Drum:  Longhair  (Cherokee,  NC);  Story  Teller:  Fred 
Bradley.  Gates  open:  Fri.,  5pm-10pm;  Sat.,  10am-10pm;  Sun.,  10am-6pm. 
Sponsored  by:  Tennessee  Chapter,  Trail  of  Tears  Association,  P.0.  Box  8625, 
Chattanooga,  TN.  Info:  Tammera  Hicks  (423)  892-9357  or  Tammera08@aol.com 

>3uly  24-26  Folk  Medicine  Festival,  Red  Boiling  Springs.  Includes  medicine 
shows,  music,  medicine  seminars  & workshops,  healers,  herbalists.  Info: 
Brenda  Thomas,  Sulphur  City  Association,  (615)  699-2180. 

>3uly  25-26  Indian  Raid  on  the  Watauga,  Rocky  Mount  Museum,  Piney  Flats. 
Native  American  & settler  re-enactors  showcase  tensions,  friendships  & 
lifestyles  of  1777.  Info:  Rocky  Mount  Museum,  200  Hyder  Hill  Rd.,  Piney 
Flats,  TN  37686-4830  or  (423)  538-7396  or  (888)  538-1791. 

>Aug.  1-2  Cherokee  Days  of  Recognition,  Red  Clay  Historical  Park, 

Cleveland.  Info:  Red  Clay  Historical  Park,  1140  Red  Clay  State  Park  Road, 
SW,  Cleveland,  TN  37311.  (423)  478-0339  or  (830)  964-3613. 

TEXAS  EVENTS: 

>Sept.  11-13  Dallas-Ft.  Worth  Intertribal  Association  National 
Championship  Pow  Wow,  at  Trader's  Village,  Grand  Prairie.  Info:  DFWIA, 


2602  Mayfield  Rd.,  Grand  Prairie,  TX  75052.  (972)  647-2331  or  647-8585. 


VIRGINIA  EVENTS: 

No  listings  for  Duly/August/September . 

WEST  VIRGINIA  POW  WOWS  & EVENTS: 

>Duly  11-12  Festival  at  Hawksnest  State  Park,  in  the  mountains  off  Route 
60,  near  Charleston  & Oak  Hill.  Host  Drum:  Two  Feathers  Mother  Earth  Beat. 
Info:  Wayne  (304)  342-0884  or  357-1723. 

>Sept.  19-20  Native  American  Homecoming.  On  the  riverfront.  University  of 
Charleston,  Kanawha  City.  Free  to  the  public.  Four  drums  have  been 
scheduled.  Info:  Mel  Charlton  (304)  683-3647  or  charlton@cwv.net 

That  wraps  it  up  for  this  time  out.  E-mail  me  at  Wanige@aol.com  if  you 
have  any  additions  or  corrections  you'd  like  to  make.  Thanks.  ;-) 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Save  Ward  Valley,  Raymond  A.  Theis,  II  via  Bill  Battles,  Mohawk  Nation  News, 
Christine  A.  Penney,  3im  Oyler,  Diyehii  via  Shining  Spirit,  Debra  Sanders, 
Barbara  Landis,  Larry  Innes,  Moonlight,  Aqiimuk,  Moonlight,  lanet  Smith, 
Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Larry  Kibby 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Dul  7 23:33:48  1998 
Date:  Tue,  7 3ul  1998  18:55:28  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.028 
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Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 


IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


The  white  man,  through  his  insensitivity  to  the  way  of  Nature,  has 
desecrated  the  face  of  Mother  Earth.  The  white  man's  advanced 
technological  capacity  has  occurred  as  a result  of  his  lack  of  regard 
for  the  Spiritual  path  and  for  the  way  of  all  living  things.  The  white 
man's  desire  for  material  possessions  and  power  has  blinded  him  to  the 
pain  he  has  caused  Mother  Earth  by  his  quest  for  what  he  calls  natural 
resources.  And  the  path  of  the  Great  Spirit  has  become  difficult  to  see 
by  almost  all  men,  even  by  many  Indians  who  have  chosen  instead  to 
follow  the  white  man." 

_ Thomas  Banyacya,  Hopi 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  quote  in  this  issue  is  particularly  appropriate  considering  recent 
events.  You  may  recall  the  Hopi  Council  fought  very  hard  for  control  of 
Black  Mesa  so  it  could  then  sell  mineral  rights  to  Peabody  Coal.  As  the 
lead  article  points  out,  Peabody  Coal  has  rewarded  this  gift  by  flooding 
a Sacred  Kiva. 

I cannot  speak  clearer  than  did  my  half-side,  lanet,  who  was  discussing 
this  situation  with  a friend  and  made  the  following  remarks: 

> I wonder  if  the  Hopi  Council  and  the  Hopi  who  support  them  remain  quite 

> so  pleased  with  their  decision  to  evict  the  Navajo  and  collaborate  with 

> the  U.S.  government  and  Peabody  in  their  mining.  After  all,  the  Kiva  is 

> their  Sacred  place,  and  the  Anasazi  their  ancestors.  This  may  bring  home 

> to  them  a lesson  Gary  and  I were  talking  about  earlier  today.  They 

> perhaps  should  have  been  more  careful  what  they  wished  for.  They  got  it, 

> and  I'm  sure  there  were  some  rewards,  but  I suspect  this  consequence  was 

> totally  unanticipated.  They  also  perhaps  have  been  reminded  of  another 

> lesson  that  I know  the  Cherokee  teach  and  it's  probably  said  in  some  way 

> in  their  own  culture  --  that  which  you  do  to  others  comes  back  to  you 

> seven  times. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Last  week  I printed,  without  comment,  a letter  from  Deb  Huglin  which 
questioned  my  list  of  reasons  why  Native  People  have  reason  not  to  be  too 
secure  in  the  wisdom  of  the  dominant  European  culture.  Deb  made  some 
good  points  and  I felt  it  only  fair  to  let  her  words  stand,  unchallenged. 

For  some  reason  Deb  apparently  felt  I was  attacking  people  of  European 
descent.  This  is  absolutely  not  the  case.  The  power  hungry,  greedy 
ways  of  the  dominant  society  imported  here  by  Europeans  is  that  which 
I attack,  and  do  so  without  regret. 

I will  share  two  other  responses.  The  first  is  from  Mark  Vosburgh.  It 
says  much  the  same  as  I heard  from  a few  others. 

lust  want  to  comment  about  the  one  person  who  responded  to  a statement 
you  were  supposed  to  have  made  regarding  the  inability  of  non-Indian 


people  to  understand  our  plight  and  our  defense  of  ourselves.  I don't 
know  what  world  she  was  raised  in,  but  I don't  think  she  grew  up  in  this 
one.  I don't  claim  to  be  an  expert  on  this,  but  everything  I see  around 
me  screams  of  a government  that  systematically  abuses  all  of  it's 
minorities'  rights,  and  a non-Indian  population  that  doesn't  have  a clue 
as  to  what  is  going  on  in  Indian  America,  or  cares.  While  I will 
grant  her  that  there  are  millions  of  us  who  carry  Indian  blood,  carrying 
the  blood  and  dedicating  yourself  to  honoring  your  ancestors  by  helping 
your  brothers  and  sisters  are  two  completely  different  things.  She 
sounds  like  she  is  more  interested  in  bragging  to  the  world  that  she's 
"Indian"  than  she  is  in  living  up  to  the  responsibility  that  goes  along 
with  it. 

Walk  in  Peace, 

Mark 

This  past  week  my  teacher  shared  the  following  response  to  Deb's  letter: 

Deb  states  she  is  not  extinct.  This  is  good.  I am  very  happy  she  is 
not.  But  for  the  over  300  tribes  who  are  *and  probably  more  that  we  don't 
know  of*,  those  people  are. 

With  only  20  Osages  left  (and  ten  of  those  declared  incompetent)  that 
tribe  too,  shall  shortly  be  "extinct". 

I think  of  those  4,000  graves,  not  so  far  from  you  Gary,  who  hold  the 
dust  of  peoples  long  forgotten,  now  extinct. 

No,  not  all  people  are  "bad"  nor  are  all  people  "forgiving".  But  the 
fact  is  that  legal  extermination  is  occurring  today  and  those  who  do  not 
see,  nor  understand  that,  need  not  worry  who  is  the  bad  or  good  guy  in 
life,  simply  look  at  those  who  are  promoting  the  legal  genocide  of  our 
people  and  it  will  speak  loudly  to  them. 

We  are  getting  back  bones  of  our  ancestors  from  museums  now.  Bones  of 
those  we  have  no  idea  of  their  names  or  clan.  People  who  had  heads  cut  off 
by  Army  surgeons  for  research  not  so  very  long  ago... a hundred  years. 

We  had  people  sterilized  without  knowledge  or  consent,  thus  stopping 
bloodlines  for  future  generations ....  not  so  long  ago... just  a couple  of 
decades  ago. 

We  have  a higher  rate  of  infant  mortality  and  suicides  than  any  other 
people.  This  is  today. 

There  is  more  than  one  way  to  exterminate  nations,  make  people  extinct. 
That  is  what  we  should  be  concerned  about,  and  stop  those  people,  regardle 
of  skin  color,  from  destroying  all  of  our  nations  as  is  happening  now. 
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The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 
Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews.org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 


Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : Peabody  Coal  Destroys  Kiva"  

Date:  Fri,  3 Dul  1998  19:15:41  EDT 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Peabody  Coal  destroys  Kiva 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

RAPID  RESPONSE-Peabody  Coal  destroys  Kiva  containing  28  ancient  Anasazi 
burials 

Please  help  us  get  out  this  Urgent  Alert 

Call  for  Rapid  Response  letters  and  witnesses  to  travel  to  Black  Mesa 
Arizona . 

Peabody  Coal  Company  destroys  a Kiva  containing  28  ancient  Anasazi  burial 
remains 

We  urge  individuals  and  organizations  to  send  this  rapid  response  letter 
and  share  it  with  your  friends  and  networks.  It  is  crucial  that  the 
Dineh-UN  investigation  is  supported  by  individuals,  organizations  and  the 
international  Non  Governmental  Organization  (NGO)  community. 

In  September,  1998,  Mr.  Amor,  the  UN  investigator  of  the  UN  Commission 
on  Human  Rights  will  be  presenting  his  report  on  the  US  to  the  General 
Assembly.  But  in  flagrant  disregard  of  the  UN  investigation  and  US  law, 
the  US  Department  of  Interior's  Office  of  Surface  Mining  (OSM)  has  allowed 
Peabody  Coal  Company  to  begin  construction  on  Hopi  Partition  Land  (HPL), 
an  area  in  which  a 20-year  moratorium  was  in  place  and  prior  to  a permit 
approval  being  granted.  Residents  living  inside  the  proposed  expansion 
area  are  being  harassed,  intimidated  and  pressured  to  relocate.  They 
continue  to  be  denied  any  participation  in  the  permit  review  process  and 
are  unable  to  protect  their  homes,  cemeteries  and  sacred  sites  from 
industrial  activities. 

A Kiva  (Indigenous  Church  or  Synagogue)  containing  28  ancient  Anasazi 
burial  remains  was  just  destroyed  by  Peabody  Coal  Company.  Please  help  the 
Dineh  protect  their  land  by  documenting  your  support  of  the  Dineh  peoples' 
human  rights. 

Please  send  a letter/fax  to  each  of  the  following  and  copy  SDN  NY 
Support  Group  either  by  US  mail  or  E-mail.  We  are  also  asking  for  human 
rights  observers  to  travel  to  Black  Mesa  to  support  the  elders. 

Ms.  Elsa  Stamatopoulou-Robbins,  Representative  for  the  High  Commissioner 
for  Human  Rights,  Office  of  the  High  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights  for:  Ms. 
Mary  Robinson,  the  High  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights  and  Mr.  Abdelfattah 
Amor,  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance,  UN  Commission  on  Human 
Rights 

Room  2914,  Secretariat,  UN  Headquarters 
New  York,  NY  10017 
Fax:  (212)  963-4097 


Phone:  (212)  963-5930 

AND 

Professor  Saul  Mendlovitz,  Tribunal  Chair  and  Dr.  Clarence  Dias,  Advisor 
The  International  Peoples  Tribunal  on  Human  Rights  and  the  Environment 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  246 
New  York,  NY  10017 
Fax:  (212)  870-2392 

Phone:  (212)  870-2391 

AND 

Mr.  Willis  L.  Gainer,  Director 
Albuquerque  Field  Office 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Office  of  Surface  Mining  (OSM) 

595  Marquette  Avenue  Suite  1200 
Albuquerque,  NM  87102 
Fax:  (505)  248-5081=09 

Phone:  (505)  248-5096 

Dear  Ms.  Stamatopoulou-Robbins,  Ms.  Robinson,  Mr.  Amor,  Professor 
Mendlovitz,  Dr.  Dias,  and  Mr.  Gainer: 

We  believe  that  the  UN  Commission  on  Human  Rights  and  the  US  government 
must  urgently  address  the  destruction  of  Dineh  (Navajo)  lands  before  it  is 
too  late.  The  Dineh,  many  of  them  elderly,  do  not  speak,  read  or  write 
English,  and  are  denied  any  right  to  protect  their  homes,  cemeteries,  and 
sacred  sites.  The  Dineh  people  have  been  denied  any  legitimate 
participation  and  redress  to  those  affected.  Living  in  the  shadow  of 
Peabody  Coal  Company,  for  over  3 decades,  they  have  been  denied  all 
services,  including  electricity  and  access  to  water. 

We  are  concerned  that  their  culture  and  human  rights  are  being 
sacrificed  in  order  to  provide  short-term  profits  for  a non-sustainable 
industry  that  also  threatens  the  regional  and  global  environment.  Their 
sacred  land,  estimated  to  contain  21  billion  tons  of  coal  within  6 feet  of 
the  surface  is  being  destroyed  by  industrial  activities. 

The  Dineh  demonstrate  the  abuse  suffered  by  Indigenous  peoples  living  in 
communities  that  are  directly  affected  by  mining  operations.  It  was  the 
intent  of  the  Surface  Mining  Coal  Reclamation  Act  (SMCRA),  that  no 
government-sponsored  coal  mine  could  evict  people.  However,  in  reality. 
Indigenous  people  are  not  afforded  this  protection  because  they  are 
treated  as  tenants  at  the  will  of  their  tribal  council  governments,  whose 
continuation  is  dependent  upon  coal  mining  revenues. 

Such  policies  as  they  are  presently  applied  allows  tribal  councils  to 
evict  people  and  Peabody  Coal  Company  to  destroy  burial  sites  at  a 
minute's  notice  if  their  presence  impedes  mining  operations.  The  granting 
of  land  title  to  the  tribal  councils  rather  than  to  the  homeowner  denies 
the  rights  of  people  living  in  a mining  permit  area. 

Currently,  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  is  in  the  process  of  granting 
approval  of  a mining  permit  on  HPL  in  spite  of  the  moratorium.  And 
Peabody,  in  flagrant  disregard  of  the  law,  began  construction  on  HPL  prior 
to  OSM's  approval  of  the  mining  permit.  OSM  must  immediately  demand  that 
Peabody  Coal  Company  cease  all  new  construction  until  the  permit  approval 
process  is  completed,  first  allowing  directly  affected  residents  to 
participate  in  the  permit  review  process.  OSM  must  cite  Peabody  for  all 
applicable  violations  of  federal  law  including  the  destruction  of  a Kiva 
containing  28  ancient  Anasazi  human  remains.  The  desecration  of  Dineh 
cemeteries  must  stop! 

Peace  Brigades  International  (PBI)  visited  the  traditional  Dineh  and 
Hopi  people.  In  their  Dune  1997  report  they  state:  "The  Dineh  believe 
that  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council,  once  it  has  secured  the  right  to  the  land, 
intends  to  lease  it  to  mining  companies,  even  though  the  Tribal  Council 
points  out  that  they  have  had  in  place  a 20-year  moratorium  on  all  mining 
on  Hopi  lands. 

We  believe  that  the  UN  should  cite  the  US  for  human  rights  violations 
against  the  Dineh  and  pressure  the  US  to  recognize  and  respect  the  Dineh 
peoples'  right  to  protect  their  homes,  cemeteries,  sacred  sites  and 
ancestral  lands.  The  preservation  of  the  Dineh  land-base  is  essential  to 
the  existence  and  perpetuation  of  their  tribal  society  and  culture.  The 
land,  which  they  regard  as  sacred  must  be  protected. 


Sincerely  yours, 

cc:  SDN  NY  Support  Group,  231  Frost  Street  # 2L,  Brooklyn,  NY  11211 
E-mail : sdnation@earthlink.  net =09 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

— "RE:  California  Indian  Gaming  Victory"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Dun  1998  02:58:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  randrade@sprynet . com 

Sub j : California  Indian  Gaming  victory 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

This  is  the  latest  from  the  California  Courts  regarding  Indian  gaming.  The 
defeat  of  Wilson  while  not  a total  victory  at  least  splashed  mud  on  his 
white  sheets. 

Ron  Andrade 
Friday,  Dune  26,  1998 

Dudge  Rules  Wilson  Can't  Regulate  Casinos  Gambling:  Decision  says 
Legislature  must  ratify  compacts  between  the  state  and  tribes.  Meanwhile, 
lawmakers  are  wrestling  with  a bill,  whose  fate  is  uncertain. 

By  TOM  GORMAN,  Times  Staff  Writer 

In  a ruling  that  places  state  legislators  squarely  in  the  middle  of  the 
pitched  debate  over  casinos  on  California's  Indian  reservations,  a judge 
ruled  Thursday  that  Gov.  Pete  Wilson  does  not  have  unilateral  power  to 
regulate  tribal  gambling  in  the  state. 

Although  Wilson  has  the  authority  to  negotiate  agreements  governing  the 
operation  of  Indian  casinos--as  he  did  with  the  Pala  Indians  in  March--so- 
called  compacts  between  the  state  and  tribes  must  be  ratified  by  the 
Legislature,  the  judge  ruled. 

The  decision,  by  Superior  Court  Dudge  Lloyd  G.  Connelly  in  Sacramento, 
came  in  a lawsuit  filed  by  five  state  lawmakers.  They  argued  that  Wilson 
was  usurping  their  authority  by  signing  the  Pala  compact  without  their 
ratification.  Connelly  agreed,  saying  regulation  of  Indian  casinos  is 
beyond  the  governor's  reach  and  a matter  of  state  policy  requiring 
legislative  review. 

Wilson  had  maintained  that  he  has  the  power,  as  the  state's  chief 
executive,  to  negotiate  and  execute  compacts  allowing  Indian  casinos.  But 
to  cover  his  bet,  his  administration  has  promoted  a bill  that  is  intended 
to  nonetheless  give  legislative  blessing  to  the  controversial  Pala 
compact.  The  state  Senate  has  approved  the  bill,  but  the  chances  of  it 
passing  an  Assembly  vote  in  the  coming  week  are  still  uncertain.  "We 
disagree  with  the  court's  ruling  but  we  don't  think  it  will  have  any 
practical  consequence  since,  from  the  start,  we  decided  to  seek 
legislative  ratification  of  the  compact,"  said  Dan  Kolkey,  Wilson's  legal 
affairs  advisor.  "We  will  continue  to  negotiate  other  tribal-state 
compacts  and  seek  legislative  ratification  of  them."  Nevertheless,  Kolkey 
added,  Wilson  also  plans  to  appeal  the  judge's  decision.  Kolkey  scolded 
the  many  tribes  that  continue  to  operate  casinos  with  gambling  machines 
that  Wilson  deems  illegal,  while  at  the  same  time  "vigorously  lobbying  to 
kill  a bill  that  would  ratify"  a compact. 

The  gaming  devices  commonly  used  at  Indian  casinos  are  considered 
illegal  by  Wilson--and  U.S.  attorneys  in  California- -because  they  employ 
characteristics  of  Nevada-style  slot  machines,  which  are  banned  in 
California . 


The  Pala  compact  has  been  roundly  criticized  by  some  Democratic  and 
Republican  members  of  the  Assembly's  Governmental  Organization  Committee, 
which  can  refuse  to  send  it  to  the  Assembly  floor  for  ratification.  The 
bill  has  been  criticized  by  the  tribes  that  operate  the  state's  largest 
casinos.  They  complain  that,  among  other  things,  the  Pala  compact  unfairly 
limits  the  number  of  gambling  machines  they  can  operate--even  though  they 
were  not  party  to  the  negotiations  between  Pala  and  Wilson. 

The  compact  states  that  no  tribe  in  California  can  have  more  than  975 
electronic  gambling  devices  and  limits  the  total  number  of  machines  to  19, 
900  statewide.  Other  tribes--including  some  that  now  operate  more  than  1, 
000  machines--complain  that  the  cap  on  the  number  of  games  unfairly 
restricts  the  potential  income  that  their  casinos  can  generate. 

The  Assembly  committee,  which  was  unable  to  muster  enough  support  Monday 
to  put  the  Pala  compact  to  a vote,  has  scheduled  a vote  for  Monday.  Some 
committee  members  said  there  still  are  not  enough  votes  to  approve  the 
compact.  Committee  member  Dim  Battin  (R-La  Quinta),  who  has  steadfastly 
opposed  the  bill  and  was  one  of  the  lawmakers  who  sued  Wilson,  said 
politicians  are  frustrated  that  they  cannot  amend  the  Pala  compact  to 
better  suit  the  complaining  tribes,  but  rather  can  only  accept  or  reject 
the  terms  negotiated  by  Wilson.  Battin  said  he  didn't  find  fault  in 
Wilson's  role  as  negotiator--but  said  that  is  where  his  authority  ends. 

"As  the  executive  officer  of  the  state,  he  is  the  one  to  negotiate  matters 
between  one  sovereign  and  another--the  state  and  a tribe,"  Battin  said. 
"But  while  he  can  make  the  deal,  it  takes  the  Legislature  to  approve  it." 
Another  committee  member.  Doe  Baca  (D-Rialto),  said  he  opposes  the  Pala 
compact  because  it  attempts  to  dictate  terms  affecting  the  tribes  in  the 
state.  He  suggested  that  a compact  more  to  everyone's  liking  could  have 
been  negotiated  if  one  or  more  legislators  had  sat  at  the  table  with  the 
governor  and  the  Pala  tribe. 

"We  all  need  to  be  at  the  table  to  come  up  with  a compact  that's  fair  to 
everyone,"  Baca  said.  State  Sen.  Richard  Polanco  (D-Los  Angeles),  another 
Pala  compact  opponent,  said  he  expects  legislators  to  avoid  the 
ratification  issue  altogether  and  defer  to  the  outcome  of  a November 
ballot  measure  sponsored  by  gambling  tribes  to  win  voter  approval  of  the 
types  of  gambling  now  available  in  their  casinos. 

That  initiative,  which  promises  to  pit  the  big  money  of  Indian  casinos 
against  that  of  Las  Vegas  casinos,  who  fear  its  passage  would  cut  into 
their  business,  calls  for  allowing  the  kind  of  gambling  that  exists  in 
California  without  the  government's  blessing.  "Ultimately,  we  need  to  get 
[the  issue]  out  of  the  halls  of  Sacramento,  where  everyone  has  an 
interest,  and  let  the  people  decide,"  said  Polanco,  who  was  also  one  of 
the  plaintiffs  in  the  lawsuit  resolved  Thursday.  "The  judge's  ruling  will 
give  politicians  the  comfort  zone  to  leave  it  alone  so  the  voters  can 
decide. " 

The  attorney  for  the  Pala  tribe  said  the  ruling  should  have  no  impact  on 
the  tribe's  plans  to  open  a casino  because,  all  along,  the  tribe  was 
seeking  legislative  ratification.  "But  this  puts  more  pressure  on  the 
need  for  the  bill,"  said  the  attorney,  Howard  Dickstein.  He  said  the 
opposing  tribes  have  nothing  to  gain  by  defeating  the  Pala  compact  in 
Sacramento.  "Defeat  of  the  bill  would  deprive  the  Pala  tribe  of  its 
ability  to  conduct  gaming,  but  it  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  [the 
other  tribes']  ability  to  continue  to  conduct  un-compacted  gaming." 

Those  tribes,  he  said,  still  face  enforcement  action  by  U.S.  attorneys, 
who  have  begun  various  legal  procedures  to  shut  down  the  estimated  14,000 
gambling  devices  statewide  that  prosecutors,  along  with  Wilson,  deem 
illegal.  Thom  Mrozek,  spokesman  for  U.S.  Atty.  Nora  Manella  in  Los 
Angeles,  said  her  staff  "will  carefully  review  the  decision  to  determine 
what  impact,  if  any,  the  ruling  has  on  our  litigation  and  enforcement 
action."  He  added,  "The  decision  will  not  affect  our  basic  position  that 
un-compacted  gaming  is  illegal." 

"RE : Ontario  Withdraws  1993  Temagami  Offer"  — 

Date:  Sat,  4 Dul  1998  03:13:23  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 


Sub j : Ontario  withdraws  1993  Temagami  Offer 


-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
LAND  OFFER  OBSOLETE,  ONTARIO  TELLS  NATIVES 
Globe  and  Mail,  Duly  1,  1998,  Page  A4  by  lames  Rusk 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Toronto  - The  Ontario  government  may  finally  get  back  to  the  negotiating 
table  with  the  Temagami  Indians,  but  the  prospects  of  an  agreement  seems 
little  better  than  when  the  two  sides  last  talked.  The  two  aboriginal 
groups  involved  in  the  negotiations  announced  yesterday  that  they  would  now 
accept  an  agreement  in  principle  that  they  were  offered  by  the  province  in 
1993.  But  Doug  Carr,  the  government's  chief  negotiator,  said  the  1993  deal 
is  no  longer  on  the  table. 

The  announcement  coincided  with  the  expiry  of  a provincial  reservation  on 
a 149-square  mile  block  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  Temagami,  out  of 
which  an  area  under  aboriginal  control  could  be  carved.  Mr.  Carr  said  that 
the  province  will  now  decide  whether  there  are  grounds  for  holding  talks 
with  the  Temagami  and  whether  to  extend  the  reservation  that  has  been 
placed  on  the  lands.  Fie  said  that  the  province's  position  will  be  that  it 
is  prepared  to  meet  its  obligations  under  the  Robinson  Fluron  Treaty  of 
1850.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  has  ruled  that  in  the  case  of  the 
Temagami,  those  obligations  have  not  been  met,  primarily  because  a reserve 
of  100  square  miles,  surveyed  in  1864,  was  never  created. 

The  negotiations  to  date  have  had  an  extremely  complicated  legal  history. 
In  1973,  the  Temagami  First  Nation,  a group  of  about  600  status  Indians  who 
now  have  a one  square  mile  reserve  on  Bear  Island  in  Lake  Temagami, 
registered  legal  claims  against  4,  000  square  miles  in  110  townships  in  the 
area  in  an  attempt  to  forward  their  treaty  claims.  In  1990,  under  a Liberal 
government,  a treaty  of  coexistence  was  negotiated  between  the  province  and 
the  Teme  Augama  Anishnabai,  a group  that  represents  about  2,  000  native 
people,  including  the  status  Indians  of  the  Bear  Island  Reserve  ands  the 
non-status  Ojibwa  descendants  of  the  Teme  Augama  - Deep  Water  People. 

In  1993,  the  NDP  government  signed  an  agreement  in  principle  with  the  TAA 
that  would  have  put  115  square  miles  of  territory  under  aboriginal  control, 
put  another  500  square  miles  under  a stewardship  body,  and  created  a $15 
million  trust  fund.  While  the  TAA  accepted  the  deal,  the  Bear  Island  band 
rejected  it  in  three  votes  in  1993  and  1994.  Now  the  chief  of  the  band,  Dim 
Twain,  and  Doug  McKenzie,  chief  of  the  TAA,  want  to  revive  the  deal.  They 
told  a Queen's  Park  Press  conference  that  they  have  negotiated  some  minor 
revisions  to  the  1993  agreement,  and  that  Big  Island  Band  has  now  accepted 
them.  They  expect  the  TAA  will  approve  the  revised  agreement  in  a Duly  11 
vote. 

Flowever,  the  legal  situation  has  changed  in  the  five  years  since  the 
agreement  was  signed.  In  1995,  the  Ontario  government  removed  the 
development  reservations  on  all  but  149  square  miles  of  the  4,000  on  which 
title  had  been  in  question,  a decision  that  has  since  been  upheld  by  the 
courts  although  it  is  still  under  appeal. 


More  information  on  the  Bear  Island  case: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Anishinawbeg/main . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/C lark/ vernal . html 
Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail  - mailto:letters@GlobeAndMail.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


RE:  La  Raza  Press  Release 


Date:  98-07-05  20:56:18  EDT 
Sub j : Press  Release 
From:  Diyehii 

Press  Release 

San  Francisco,  California 
Dune  25,  1998 

Daime  Gutierrez,  Chairman  of  La  Raza  Law  Students  Association  in  San 
Francisco,  and  National  Coordinator  of  the  Ramsey  Muniz  (Tezcatlipoca) 
Defense  Committees,  announces  that  legal  documentation  concerning  the 
imprisonment  of  Mexicano  political  prisoner  Ramsey  Muniz  has  been  submitted 
for  presentation  at  the  NACCS  Conference  in  Mexico  City,  Mexico.  It  will 
be  a historic  day  for  the  case  of  Ramsey  Muniz,  because  for  the  first  time 
the  miscarriage  of  justice  concerning  his  imprisonment  will  be  presented  on 
an  international  level,  specifically  the  Floly  Land  of  Mexico.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Muniz  that  the  ultimate  issue  is  not  his  present  situation, 
but  most  importantly  about  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Floly  Land. 

During  a recent  telephone  interview,  Mr.  Muniz  states,  "You  will  hear 
about  a new  movement  as  it  relates  to  Latinos,  Hispanics,  and  Xicanos,  but 
it  is  not  a new  movement.  Ours  is  a continuous,  ancient  sacred  spiritual 
movement  that  began  500  years  ago.  This  sacred  movement  is  about  the 
awakening  and  rising  of  our  consciousness  and  our  willingness  to  sacrifice. 
We  represent  consciousness  and  sacrifice  --  the  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun 
into  the  21st  Century."  Mr.  Muniz  further  states,  "On  this  historic  date, 

I am  honored  and  destined  through  my  ancient  spiritual  ancestors  to  again 
declare  and  manifest  the  historic  struggle  and  rising  of  the  indigenous 
Mexi-Kan  (Mexicano)  Spiritual  Cultural  Revolution  into  the  21st  Century. 

It  is  this  movement  and  this  movement  only  that  will  bring  us  together  as 
one  race,  one  nation,  and  as  Mexicanos  once  and  for  all. 

Brothers  and  sisters  at  the  conference  of  our  Promised  Land  must 
know  that  my  declarations  and  struggles  are  not  to  bring  divisions, 
separation  or  hostility  among  Flispanics,  Latinos,  Xicanos  and  Mexicanos, 
but  to  bring  truth,  unity,  destiny,  courage,  and  the  ancient  sacred 
spirituality  into  our  hearts  as  Mexicanos." 

"The  indigenous  root  is  the  alpha  and  omega,  and  the  beginning  and  the  end 
of  our  true  selves.  No  in-betweens  can  survive  the  power  of  true  cultural 
heritage.  For  the  spirit  must  be  centered  to  understand  the  mystical  power 
of  our  true  ancient  spiritual  belief.  We  are  the  true  pure  flowers  of  the 
indigenous  root.  We  are  MEXI-KAXOCFIITL! " 

Ramsey  R.  Muniz 
Tezcatlipoca 

Daime  Gutierrez,  National  Coordinator 
Ramsey  Muniz  Defense  Committees 
1237  Potrero  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  826-4127  E-Mail:  aou@earthlink.net 

"RE : Flawai'i  Loa  Kulike  Kakou"  

Date:  Sun,  5 Dul  1998  17:20:09  -1000 

From:  Flawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub  j : Flawai'i  Loa  Kulike  Kakou  - Annexation  info 

<<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>><<<>>> 

This  message  is  sent  to  subscribers  of  the  Flawaii  Nation  Info 
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Date:  Sat,  4 Dul  1998  10:30:47  -1000 

From:  "Kau'i  Goodhue"  <kgoodhue@hotmail . com> 

Sub  j : Flawai'i  Loa  Kulike  Kakou 


Hawai'i  Loa  Kulike  Kakou 
Education  & Media  Committees 
Duly  1,  1998 

Re:  Annexation  of  Hawai'i  - Unmasking  the  Ruse 
Aloha  Kakou, 

I trust  this  letter  finds  you  in  good  health,  and  in  good 
spirit.  Allow  me  to  introduce  myself.  My  name  is  Kau'i  Goodhue.  I am 
the  Communication/Media  Chairwoman  for  the  Hawai'i  Loa  Kulike  Kakou 
Committee,  and  it  is  with  restrained  exuberance  that  I am  moved  to 
submit  the  following  correspondence. 

One  hundred  years  ago,  on  August  12th,  1898,  during  annexation 
ceremonies  at  'Iolani  palace,  two  figures  stood  on  the  platform  before 
an  international  gathering.  Sanford  B.  Dole,  president  of  the 
self-proclaimed  Republic  of  Hawai'i  and  United  States  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  Harold  Sewall  exchanged  treaty  ratifications  supposedly 
annexing  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

This  is  the  propaganda  which  the  people  of  the  world  have  come  to 
accept.  Hence,  Hawai'i,  the  50th  State  of  the  Union. 

Hawai'i  Loa  Kulike  Kakou  is  a consortium  of  Hawaiian  organizations 
and  businesses  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  coordinating  the  celebratory 
events  on  August  12,  1998  at  the  'Iolani  Palace,  (the  annexation 
centennial)  and  is  the  vision  of  Mr.  Mel  Kalahiki.  Our  goal  is  to 
educate  and  inspire  every  Hawaiian  to  participate  and  honor  the  kings 
and  queens  of  Hawai'i,  and  to  celebrate  the  lives',  struggles  and 
accomplishments  of  our  ancestors  who  endured  the  tumultuous  period 
surrounding  the  annexation. 

The  event  will  begin  on  Tuesday,  August  11,  1998  with  a vigil  at 
'Iolani  Palace  at  12  noon  to  6am  the  following  morning,  in  the  tradition 
of  old,  giving  prayer  and  acknowledgement.  On  August  12th,  1998,  we  will 
walk  the  path  of  our  ancestors  with  a gathering  of  one  Ka'au.  Forty 
(40)  Na  Koa  are  being  summoned  to  take  their  place  as  the  kia'i  koa  for 
the  physical  and  spiritual  implements  of  Liloa  and  Kamehameha  I.  The 
Nakoa  will  be  responsible  for  keeping  the  kapu  and  intercepting 
disruption  for  the  following: 

- The  sash  of  Liloa  which  is  over  500  years  old  and  represents  the 
pro-creation  of  our  existence  as  Kanaka  Maoli; 

- The  'ihe  of  Kamehameha  I,  Pai'ea,  which  through  warfare  represents  our 
unification . 

We  will  offer  na  pule  kahiko,  as  we  call  upon  our  ancestors  to  walk 
among  us. 

In  an  effort  to  enhance  social  awareness,  an  aggressive  multimedia 
campaign  (television,  radio  and  print)  has  be  launched  here  in  Hawai'i, 
intending  to  clarify  once  and  for  all  what  actually  took  place  a century 
ago.  This  unprecedented  crusade  will  begin  in  Honolulu  and  advance  to 
the  outer  islands  shortly  thereafter.  The  final  objective  is  to 
invigorate  a climactic  gathering  on  August  12th,  as  tens  of  thousands 
are  expected  to  descend  upon  'Iolani  Palace  to  commemorate  our  Ali'i, 
and  celebrate  the  annexation  "that  never  was." 

The  Hawaiian  Patriotic  League,  in  cooperation  with  Na  Maka  o ka 
'Aina,  Inc.,  has  co-produced  a fifteen  (15)  minute  video  entitled.  We  are 
who  we  were  - From  Resistance  to  Affirmation"  as  a ho'okupu  to  help  "kick 
off"  the  campaign. 

If  you  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  view  the  video  as  yet,  I 
might  suggest  that  you  not  be  influenced  by  the  modest  length  of  this  work. 
I trust  you  are  familiar  with  the  "critical  mass"  principle.  Consider 
Hawai'i  a reactor,  and  Hawaiians  the  uranium,  this  video  is  the  neutron 
which  will  initiate  and  sustain  the  fission  process.  Pardon  the 
metaphor,  but  the  situation  here  in  our  islands  is  about  to  go  nuclear! 

I can  state  in  earnest,  that  representatives  from  numerous  Hawaiian 
organizations  have  had  the  opportunity  to  view  the  video  before  its  Dune 
26th  debut.  The  overwhelming  acceptance  of  the  information  contained  in 
the  video,  is  partly  the  result  of  the  cooperative  efforts  of  these 
organizations,  and  as  such,  has  inspired  the  concept  of  a follow-up 
series  of  video's  designed  to  address  pertinent  aspects  of  the  Hawaiian 
and  its  history. 


You  may  also  be  interested  to  know  that  we  have  conducted  modest 
demographic  studies  of  the  video  through  private  viewing  sessions, 
targeting  a wide  range  of  people  from  various  social  backgrounds  and 
racial  extraction.  Our  intention  was  to  gauge  the  video's  stamina  and 
affect  on  an  unsuspecting  and  unsophisticated  audience.  Initial  test 
results  confirms  a 99%  approval  rating  by  the  general  viewership. 
Provocative,  artful,  haunting  and  incredible  has  been  the  response  thus 
far . 

If  these  preliminary  indications  portend  of  things  to  come,  we 
should  expect  upwards  of  50,000  to  75,000  people  gathered  at  the  palace  on 
August  12th,  to  celebrate  a day  of  emancipation,  culminating  with  the 
raising  of  the  Hawaiian  national  flag  atop  the  'Iolani  Palace,  as  a sign 
to  all  the  world  that  we  are  back. 

If  all  goes  well,  we  may  finally  comprehend,  as  a people,  our 
true  identity.  All  things  considered,  this  may  prove  to  be  our  generations 
purpose  for  being,  for  our  actions  are  governed  not  only  by  the  Law  of 
Nations,  but  the  Law  of  Nature  and  of  Nature's  God,  and  nothing  in 
nature  is  without  purpose. 

On  a more  somber  note,  may  we  agree,  that  the  struggle  for  Hawaiian 
independence  thus  far,  has  been  for  the  most  part  a struggle  against 
disunity.  A struggle  which  has  pitted  friend  against  friend,  family 
against  family,  and  father  against  son.  In  this  war  of  attrition,  we 
have  finally  come  to  realize  that,  aside  from  the  propaganda  which  once 
enslaved  our  minds,  we  have  been  our  own  worst  enemy.  But  something  is 
happening  here  that  it  is  difficult  to  explain.  A phenomenon  which  we 
have  waited  patiently  for  all  of  our  lives.  Some  say  it  is  the  cyclic 
law  now  coming  full  circle.  Yet  others  simply  say,  it  is  Providence. 

In  Hawaiian,  the  term  which  best  describes  this  sensation  is  alu 
like-working  in  unison.  Dare  we  say,  gone,  are  the  days,  of  the  alamihi 
ways . 

It  is  an  exciting  time  to  be  in  Hawai'i,  and  August  12th,  1998, 
shall  be  a day  like  no  other.  A day  which  we  intend  to  celebrate  the 
accomplishments  of  our  ancestors,  and  embrace  our  true  identity.  We 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  personally  invite  you  to 
participate  in  this  our  hour  of  emancipation. 

0 ke  au  i hala  ka  lama  ku  o ke  ala  i ke  kupukupu. 

The  past  is  the  beacon  which  will  guide  us  into  the  future. 

In  closing,  I would  like  to  thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  read 
this  letter,  and  if  it  has  been  untimely  than  I apologize.  However,  if  it 
would  not  be  too  much  of  an  inconvenience,  I would  appreciate  any 
thoughts  you  may  have  regarding  what  I have  shared. 

Me  ka  ha 'aha 'a, 

Kau'i  P.  Goodhue 
Media/Communications  Chairwoman 
Hawai'i  Loa  Kulike  Kakou  Committee 


The  following  are  just  a few  of  the 
support  these  efforts: 

Na  Papa  Kanaka  o Pu'ukohola 
Ka  Lahui  Hawai'i 
Kanaka  Maoli  Allies 
Alu  Like,  Inc. 

Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs 
The  Hawaiian  Patriotic  League 
Ahupua'a  Action  Alliance 
American  Friends  Committee 
1898  Komike 
Kukahi 

Sacred  Times,  Sacred  Places 

TILA  Seminars 

Hawaiian  Kingdom  Trust  Co. 

Molama  Makua 

Property  Owners  Alliance 


organizations  and  businesses  who 

Halau  Hula  o Na  Lei  Kaholoku 
Nation  of  Hawai'i 

Native  Hawaiian  Fishermans  Association 
Perfect  Title  Company 
Na  Maka  o ka  'Aina 

Butch  Kekahu  and  the  Koani  Foundation 

Royal  Order  of  Kamehameha 

Hui  Kalai'aina 

The  Kanaka  Maoli  Tribunal 

Buddy's  Sheetmetal 

Lightworkers  of  Mu 

Friends  of  'Iolani  Palace 

Council  of  Hawaiian  Organizations 

Office  of  Senator  Malama  Solomon 

Na  Wahine  Koa 


Holo  I Mua  Magazine 
Mana  Magazine 
Bishop  Museum 

Native  Hawaiian  Legal  Corp 
Ka  'Ohana  Wendell  Silva 
NFIP,  Region  Ka  Pae  'Aina 
House  of  Keoua  Nui 
The  Fishing  Industry  for  HI 
Hale  Halawai  'Ohana  o Hanalei 
'Hi  Noho  Kai  'o  Anahola 
Ilona  & Wally  Moritsugu  Ohana 
Republican  Party  of  Kaua'i 
Keohokui  Kauihana  'Ohana 
*The  list  grows  everyday.  We  hope 


Marae 

The  Hawaiian  News 
' Ilioulaokalani 
Mu  cce  Holdings 
Na  Koa  Ikaika 
Alu  Like 

Council  of  Hawaiian  Organizations 
Ka  'Ohana  lames  Kimokea 
March  on  Washington  D.C. Committee 
Noho  Like 

Anahola  Ocean  Recreation 
Keali'iaukai  Kolo  'Ohana 
lim  Carter  'Ohana 
add  your  name  to  this  list. 


+The  video, "We  are  Who  we  were,"  will  also  be  shown  on  Ka  Lahui 
Hawai'i's,  First  Friday  Show  every  Friday  during  the  month  of  Duly  at 
6:30pm  on  'Olelo's  channel  52.  Mililani  Trask, Kekuni  Blaisdell  and  Manu 
Boyd  are  discussing  the  video  and  the  events  scheduled  for  August  12, 
1998. 

For  more  information  you  may  contact  me  at  239-5347,  Mel  Kalahiki  at 
235-2727  or  Lynette  Cruz  at  734-8269  or  738-0084.  Fax  738-1094 


i Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  j 

[ info@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org  [ 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 


"RE : State  of  Law  or  State  of  Impunity" 

Date:  Wed,  1 lul  1998  22:31:52  +0000 
From:  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS  <amanecer@aa . net> 

Sub j : State  of  Law  or  State  of  Impunity?/part  2 


ORIGINALLY  PUBLISHED  IN  SPANISH  IN  MEXICO. 

BY  GUILLERMO  MICHEL,  CORRESPONDENT  FOR  NAP-MEXICO 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

TRANSLATED  BY  irlandesa  FOR  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

PART  TWO: 

Paradoxically,  the  struggle  to  which  the  Zapatistas  have  invited  us, 
practically  from  the  beginning  of  the  armed  uprising,  is  not  violent, 
rather  peaceful.  It  does  not  try  to  arm  us  with  rifles,  gunshot,  AK-47's 
and  other  military  paraphernalia,  rather  to  arm  us  with  courage,  the 
courage  which  rises  from  our  dignity,  from  the  memory  of  our  dead:  in 
Ocosingo,  in  Aguas  Blancas,  in  Acteal...  , in  canadas,  mountains  and 
jungles,  where  hundreds  of  human  lives  have  been  cut  down  by  government 
hatred.  . . Which  tries  to  dismantle,  by  peaceful  means,  not  only  the 
paramilitary  groups,  but  also  the  State  party  and  neoliberalism,  in  order 
to  install  an  authentic  State  of  law,  where  the  power  of  strength  does  not 
govern,  rather  the  strength  of  reason.  That  is  to  say,  where  money  doesn't 
govern,  nor  does  the  lie  govern,  as  has  happened  up  until  now.  Perhaps  it 
is  necessary  to  remember  now  how  the  zapatista  utopia  was  born,  and  the 
mythical  words  which  narrated  its  beginning: 

"When  the  EZLN  was  just  a shadow  sweeping  through  the  clouds  and  the 
darkness  of  the  mountain,  when  the  words  justice,  liberty  and  democracy 
were  only  those:  words.  Barely  a dream  which  the  old  ones  of  our 
communities,  true  guardians  of  the  word  of  our  dead,  had  delivered  to  us  in 
the  time  just  when  the  day  gives  way  to  night,  when  hatred  and  death  were 
beginning  to  grow  in  our  hearts,  when  there  was  nothing  left  but 
desperation...  , the  true  men  spoke,  those  without  faces,  those  who  walk  in 
the  night,  those  who  are  mountain,  and  they  said:  It  is  the  reason  and  the 


will  of  good  men  and  women  to  seek  and  to  find  the  best  means  of  governing 
and  being  governed,  that  which  is  good  for  most,  is  good  for  everyone." 

Such  is  the  ethical  task  we  commit  to  by  being  "Indians  of  the  world,"  - 
as  the  Italian  observers  baptized  themselves,  who  were  illegally  expelled 
from  our  country  on  the  morning  of  May  11,  1998.  It  is  not  an  easy  task, 
and  if  not,  ask  the  women,  children  and  old  ones,  in  refuge  in  the  mountain, 
subjected  to  countless  humiliations,  to  hunger,  to  the  cold,  to  anguish,  to 
pain,  to  death.  Also  ask  the  prisoners  in  the  Cerro  Hueco,  who  undergo,  in 
that  repulsive  jail,  shortages  and  indescribable  suffering.  Ask  those  who 
are  surrounded  by  the  Army,  held  hostage  and  vilified  by  the 
paramilitaries,  laid  siege  to  by  the  state  and  federal  police.  Most 
certainly  all  of  them  would  tell  us  that,  truly,  the  task  is  not  simple... 
and  even  less  for  them,  who  have  resisted  for  500  years,  and  even  more  so 
in  recent  years,  the  hounding,  the  threats,  the  government  will  to 
exterminate  them,  either  by  hunger  or  by  shootings.  It  is  true,  the  task  is 

not  simple,  but  by  whatever  means,  it  is  our  task:  to  stop  the  war 

criminals  in  order  to  build  peace  with  justice  and  dignity. 

Yip  ta  o'tanil  : the  Power  of  the  Heart 

Among  the  news  which  has  arrived  to  us  from  Utopia,  perhaps  one  of  the 

most  symbolic  has  been  that  which  called  us  to  attend  the  First  Encounter 

for  Humanity  and  Against  Neoliberalsim,  from  Duly  23  through  August  3,  1996. 
There,  from  the  heart  of  the  Lacondona  jungle,  more  than  4000  spectators 
attended  the  birth  of  the  International  Network  of  Hope,  initially  made  up 
of  42  countries  of  the  five  continents  of  Gaia,  our  Mother  Earth.  At  the 
conclusion  of  this  happy  event,  the  CCRI-CG  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of 
National  Liberation,  through  the  voice  of  subcomandante  Marcos,  sent  us  the 
following  message: 

"Much  will  be  written  later  about  what  has  happened  during  these  days. 
Today  we  can  say  we  have  something  less  than  a certainty.  A dream  dreamt 
on  the  five  continents  can  become  reality  in  La  Realidad.  Who  could  tell  us 
now  that  a dream  is  beautiful,  but  useless?  Who  could  argue  that  dreams... 
cannot  become  reality? 

"To  whom  does  it  matter  how  and  what  is  dreamed  here,  or  in  what  part  of 

the  world?  Who  are  those  who  dare  to  call  with  their  dream  to  all  the 

dreams  of  the  world?  What  is  happening  in  the  mountains  of  southeastern 
Mexico  which  finds  echo  and  mirror  in  the  streets  of  Europe,  the  suburbs  of 
Asia,  the  countryside  of  America,  the  towns  of  Africa  and  the  houses  of 
Oceana ...  ? 

"The  five  continents  speak  and  everyone  listens.  Humanity  stops  for  one 
moment  its  silence  of  shame  and  anguish.  Humanity  speaks.  Humanity 
listens . . . 

"In  their  world,  those  who  live  in  Power  and  those  who  kill  by  Power,  the 

human  being  is  not  valued,  there  is  no  space  for  hope,  there  is  no  room 

for  tomorrow. . . " 

Buried  under  the  dust  of  their  daily  lives,  of  immediate  events,  of  the 
financial  cracks,  of  the  daily  scandals  provoked  and  played  out  by  the 
drugocracy  - in  Tabasco,  in  Campeche...  , in  Morelos...  or  in  Mexico  City 
itself  - these  words  constitute  a call,  to  all  of  humanity,  for  them  to 
free  themselves  from  the  neoliberal  nightmare  and  prepare  themselves  to 
build  a space  for  hope,  breaking  "on  every  continent,  in  every  country,  on 
every  farm,  in  every  house,  the  siege  of  war  of  Power  that  closes  the 
rebels  in...  [Because  now]  the  rebels  are  walking  one  towards  the  others. 
They  find  each  other  and,  together,  they  break  other  sieges...  They 
continue  in  their  exhausting  walk,  they  walk  as  they  must  walk  now,  that  is 
to  say,  fighting...  " 

Without  strength  in  ones  heart  it  will  not  be  possible  for  us  to  walk  that 
path,  nor  to  sustain  the  abundance  of  pain  and  suffering  that  awaits  us  in 
this  battle,  which  is  being  joined  by  battalions  of  San  Patricio  who  speak 
French,  English,  German,  Italian,  Swiss,  Greek,  Japanese,  Chinese...  and 
who  knows  how  many  more  languages.  However,  all  of  them  have  understood  the 
zapatista  Ya  basta,  and  in  many  ways  have  broken  sieges,  time  and  again,  in 
order  to  go  on  building  the  Utopia.  We  are  also  called  on  to  break  the 
siege  of  the  government-made  stupidity,  which  will  not  stop  demonstrating 
its  will  to  destroy  the  zapatista  seed.  First  was  Zedillo's  treason  to  his 


promise  of  dialogue,  on  February  9,  1995,  and  then,  one  after  the  other, 
successive  treasons  to  his  contracted  commitments,  from  the  Law  for 
Dialogue...  , on  to  the  San  Andres  Accords  and  the  repeated  promises  of 
dialogue,  of  concordance,  of  peace...  But  the  deeds,  also  repeatedly, 
contradict  his  words.  In  his  reality,  without  a declaration  of  war,  the 
rebels  suffer  from  a permanent  state  of  siege,  with  all  the  consequences 
implied  in  that  situation. 

The  State  of  impunity  which  prevails  in  the  so-called  "conflict  zone," 
especially  since  the  crime  against  humanity  committed  in  Acteal,  merits  the 
formation,  at  an  international  level,  of  a tribunal  charged  with  judging 
the  war  crimes  committed  every  day  by  the  Zedillo  government,  accomplice, 
if  not  intellectual  author,  of  the  outrages  perpetrated  by  the  Army,  police 
and  paramilitary  hordes.  The  most  recent  of  those,  as  far  as  we  know,  is 
that  which  occurred  in  Navil,  municipality  of  Tenejapa,  just  last  May  26. 

The  chronicle  sent  by  Hermann  Bellinghausen  of  La  Jornada,  leaves  no  doubt 
as  to  the  arbitrariness,  arrogance  and  outrage  against  the  constitutional 
and  human  rights  of  the  residents  of  Navil.  Let  us  think  about 
Bellinghausen ' s word: 

"Around  8 yesterday  morning  several  federal  Army  vehicles  arrived  in 
Navil,  whose  forces,  armed  and  uniformed,  entered  in  to  the  community  and 
arrived  at  the  school,  questioning  the  campesinos  and  the  teachers  over  the 
existence  of  a zapatista  camp,  and  whether  they  knew  'Bishop  Samuel.' 

"Less  than  two  hours  later  more  Army  vehicles  arrived,  accompanied  by 
state  and  judicial  police.  According  to  one  woman,  who  insisted  on  the 
fact,  there  were  a total  of  34  trucks. 

"Duan  Gomez  Santiz,  18  years  old,  was  'kidnapped,'  according  to  the  women. 
They  took  him  to  the  school,  put  a ski  mask  on  him,  a gun  in  his  hands, 

'and  took  photos  and  filmed  him.'  Afterwards,  they  also  put  him  on  the 
trucks . 

"Besides  'sweeping'  the  presumed  camp,  police  and  military  searched  nearby 
family  homes.  They  stole  5000  pesos  from  one,  destroyed  the  furniture,  took 
away  dresses  and  skirts,  product  of  the  women's  artisan  work,  who  took  them 
through  their  kitchens. 

"Clay  pots  broken  into  bits,  china  plates  turned  to  dust,  cooked  beans 
thrown  on  the  patios.  Bedrooms  looted.  Pillows  ripped  open. 

"They  took  all  the  personal  documents  that  they  could  find; 
identifications,  birth  certificates  of  even  the  children,  school 
certificates.  Also  clothes,  a Bible,  tools,  and  even  a toilet  seat.  One  of 
the  few  things  they  left  was  a large  loom  for  making  rugs...  " 

These  few  paragraphs,  from  the  extensive  chronicle,  are  enough  to  document 
the  unconstitutional  violence  established  by  the  Zedillo  government.  The 
reason  of  force,  with  complete  impunity,  with  all  its  pride  and  human 
insensitivity,  violates  human  rights,  the  famous  Law  of  Dialogue,  the 
individual  rights  consecrated  in  the  Constitution,  and  who  knows  how  many 
more  laws  of  positive  rights...  And,  however,  we  read  or  we  hear  about,  for 
more  than  three  years  now,  this  and  other  atrocities,  as  if  it  were  one 
more  chapter  in  a Made  for  TV  movie.  Have  we  perhaps  lost,  we  as  well,  the 
capacity  for  indignation?  Have  we  perhaps  erased  from  our  memory  the  Face 
without  a face,  multiplied  by  1,111,  going  through  our  streets,  and  heard 
the  multitudinous  roar,  crying  out:  "You  are  not  alone!  You  are  not 
alone!"?  Perhaps  fear,  indifference,  racist  contempt,  or  all  of  that 
together,  have  left  us  paralyzed,  prostrate,  surrendered,  on  our  knees  in 
front  of  Power? 

What  we  have  seen  and  heard  up  to  now,  from  Danuary  1,  1994  to  now,  has 
been  a kind  of  Chronicles  of  Utopia,  which  resists,  which  does  not 
surrender,  which  keeps  the  call  of  Hope  alive,  Hope  that,  certainly, 
demands  innumerable  actions  so  that  the  impossible  dream  that  calls  to  us 
can  become  reality:  then  today,  even  more  than  yesterday,  the  words  of 
farewell  at  the  First  Encounter  for  Humanity...  continue  to  be  valid. 

"Brothers  and  sisters: 

"We  continue  being  inconvenient.  What  the  neoliberal  theorists  tell  us  is 
false:  that  everything  is  under  control,  even  that  which  is  not  under 
control . 

"We  are  not  the  escape  valve  of  rebellion  which  neoliberalism  can 


destabilize.  It  is  not  true  that  our  rebel  existence  legitimizes  the  power. 

"The  Power  fears  us.  Because  of  that  they  persecute  us  and  besiege  us. 

That  is  why  they  jail  us  and  kill  us. 

"In  truth  we  are  a possibility  that  can  destroy  them  and  make  them  disappear 

Perhaps  we  are  not  many,  but  we  are  men  and  women  who  struggle  for 
humanity,  who  struggle  against  neoliberalism. 

"We  are  men  and  women  who  struggle  all  over  the  world. 

"We  are  men  and  women  who  want  for  the  five  continents: 

"Democracy ! 

"Liberty! 

"Justice ! 

Upon  arriving  at  this  point,  what  more  can  be  added?  I think  that 
everything  has  been  said,  that  the  zapatista  silence  - which  is  not  that, 
if  we  have  learned  to  listen  to  the  clamor  of  the  spilled  blood  or  to  the 
cry  for  help  coming  from  Taniperla  - well-deserved  on  our  part,  also,  a 
moment  of  silence  to  meditate  on  this  news  that  reaches  us  every  day  from 
Utopia:  much  of  it  tragic  news,  pregnant  with  pain,  bathed  in  tears,  but 
always  a call  to  Hope,  to  struggle,  to  resist,  to  solidarity,  to  love. 
Answering  this  call  is  our  task,  our  responsibility,  our  commitment.  May 
31,  1998 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC  NOTE 

The  news  printed  here  has  been  taken  from  the  volumes  edited  by  Era, 
titled  Documents  and  Communiques,  whose  author  is  the  EZLN.  The  three  texts 
published  up  to  now,  have  prologues  by  Antonio  Garcia  Leon,  and  contain  an 
article  by  Carlos  Monsivais.  Other  news  items  come  from  personal 
communications,  thanks  to  email.  At  times  they  are  from  Enlace  Civil,  A.C., 
and  others  from  Nuevo  Amanecer  Press  - a news  agency  specializing  in 
indigenous  problems,  but  especially  the  chiapeneco.  Finally,  some  of  them 
have  arrived  to  us  from  La  Jornada,  one  of  the  few  Mexico  City  newspapers 
which  has  given  voice  to  those  without  voice  in  many  ways,  and  which  has 
been  accused,  like  don  Samuel  Ruiz,  Bishop  of  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas, 
of  being  pro-zapatista.  The  magazine  Ce-Acatl,  cited  here,  is  also  a 
permanent  source  of  contact  for  the  indigenous  movement. 
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"RE : Mohawks  in  Quebec"  

Date:  Sat,  04  Jul  1998  13:16:40  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 
Sub j : Quebec 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Over  the  last  few  weeks  the  Mohawks  living  in  Quebec  have  been  insulted. 

Let  me  explain  to  some  of  you  the  reason  behind  this. 

The  province  of  Quebec  wants  to  separate  from  Canada. 

The  one  thing  that  stands  in  there  way  are  the  natives  of  Quebec. 

Mohawks,  Cree  and  Algonquins  have  said  they  will  not  stay  with  a 
united  Quebec.  These  nations  feel  they  should  have  the  same  right,  is 
to  remain  or  separate  as  the  French  people  of  Quebec.  They  on  the 
other  hand  have  said  if  they  separate  no  borders  will  change.  The 
Cree  and  Mohawks  have  said  they  will. 

So  Quebec  has  tried  to  get  some  deals  signed  and  it  was  learned  that 
some  of  the  deals  were  tricks  to  get  the  signatures  they  need  for  the 
courts . 

In  the  mean  time  anything  that  is  news  about  Mohawks  is  used  to 
promote  the  idea  that  Mohawks  are  criminals,  cheats,  smugglers,  and 


what  even.  One  person  caught  for  breaking  and  the  law  and  it  is 
presented  as  if  all  Mohawks  are  the  same  and  criminal.  They  enjoy 
lumping  us  all  together. 

The  problem  is  that  when  speaking  to  some  of  Quebec's  people  they  do 
not  listen  to  anything  useless  it  comes  from  the  elected  government. 

So  if  the  government  tells  them  we  are  criminals  they  are  not  smart 
enough  to  think  and  work  things  out  and  learn  the  truth. 

I have  posted  in  that  news  group  many  things  and  some  you  have  seen  in 
Interested  thread. 

This  problems  is  expanded  by  the  fact  we  have  what  is  called  the 
language  police.  Yes  real  people  going  around  and  making  sure  that 
anyone  that  has  business  must  have  all  written  signs  in  French  twice 
as  big  as  English.  That  along  with  restricting  parents  from  the 
choice  of  where  and  what  language  of  education  they  can  give  their 
children . 

All  this  has  done,  is  create  a very  interesting  place  to  live.  Signs 
of  tensions  are  always  seen.  But  the  second  a native  person  steps  out 
of  line,  the  media  has  a field  day. 

From  time  to  time  I hope  to  post  interesting  things  about  what  is 
going  on  between  Quebec  and  natives. 

So  don't  take  my  message  about  read  that  NG,  so  personal.  It  was  done 
only  to  show  then  that  Mohawks,  Algonquins,  Cree,  Abenaki,  Innuit, 
Montagnais,  Mic-mac  and  Huron  are  not  alone  and  forgotten  by  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  rest  of  the  world.  At  least,  I hope  we  are 
not . 


- "RE:  Ward  Valley  Opposition  Increases"  

Date:  98-06-25  20:33:15  EDT 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : Ward  Valley  Opposition  Increases! 

UUCP  email 

Opponents  level  new  attacks  on  nuclear  dump 
By  lack  McCarthy 
The  Press-Enterprise 

Opponents  of  a proposed  nuclear  dump  at  Ward  Valley  turned  up  the  heat 
Wednesday,  warning  that  the  dump  would  cost  taxpayers  $1  billion  and  would 
harbor  plutonium  in  quantities  equal  to  dozens  of  nuclear  bombs.  Dump 
proponents  immediately  called  both  estimates  wild  exaggerations  that  were 
evidence  of  calculated  efforts  to  sidetrack  the  project,  which  Gov.  Wilson 
has  pursued  for  more  than  eight  years. 

Wilson  has  been  battling  the  Clinton  administration  to  force  the  U.S. 
Department  of  the  Interior  to  transfer  1,000  acres  of  land  near  the  Nevada 
border  to  California  for  use  as  a dump.  The  state  has  resorted  to  filing  a 
lawsuit  to  compel  the  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  to  hand  over  the  land. 

Anti-nuclear  activists  and  Indian  tribes  have  protested  the  proposed 
dump,  saying  nuclear  waste  would  leak  into  the  Colorado  River  drinking  water 
supply  about  20  miles  away.  The  Department  of  Interior  said  last  month  it 
was  suspending  work  on  the  land  transfer  until  the  lawsuit  is  resolved. 

In  the  latest  criticism  of  the  dump  project.  Rep.  George  Miller, 
D-Martinez,  cited  a U.S.  General  Accounting  Office  report  on  the  possibility 
that  124  pounds  of  plutonium  would  be  kept  at  the  dump  --  enough  for  an 
arsenal  of  nuclear  bombs. 

"These  findings  . . . and  ongoing  environmental  concerns  must  raise  very 
serious  questions  about  the  wisdom  of  going  forward  with  the  Ward  Valley 
project  at  all,"  Miller  said.  "I  would  hope  that  Gov.  Wilson  would 
terminate  this  project  and  end  this  very  contentious  and  litigious 
controversy  once  and  for  all." 

However,  Wilson  administration  and  U.S.  Ecology  representatives  said 
plutonium  would  be  stored  at  the  dump  in  small,  safe  amounts. 

"We  expect  no  more  than  one  pound  in  all  the  millions  of  pounds  of  cubic 
feet  of  material  that  will  go  there,"  said  Scott  Peyron,  spokesman  for  U.S. 
Ecology,  the  company  licensed  to  operate  the  dump. 


The  manager  of  the  state's  low-level  waste  program,  Carl  Lischeske,  said 
projections  of  the  amount  of  plutonium  bound  for  the  dump  were  based  on 
overestimates  in  the  late  1980s  from  the  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission 
and  the  state  Department  of  Health  Services,  which  is  overseeing  the  Ward 
Valley  project  for  the  Wilson  administration  The  GAO  report  said  that, 
although  estimates  on  the  amount  of  plutonium  varied  --  the  most 
authoritative  conclusion  came  from  the  Congressional  Research  Service,  which 
said  about  1.3  pounds  of  plutonium  --  most  probably  would  end  up  at  the  dump. 

On  a second  front  of  attack.  Democratic  leaders  in  the  state  Legislature 
said  state  utility  companies  would  have  to  pay  more  to  store  nuclear  waste 
at  Ward  Valley  than  they  currently  do  at  a facilities  at  Barnwell,  S.C.,  and 
Clive,  Utah. 

The  legislators  cited  a report  from  the  state  Public  Utilities 
Commission's  Office  of  Ratepayer  Advocates  that  said  Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Co.  may  be  forced  to  raise  rates. 

"PGE's  forecasts  indicate  that  a requirement  to  use  the  Ward  Valley 
facility  will  cost  Californians  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
unnecessarily,"  the  report  said. 

The  cost  would  reach  $1  billion  if  the  cost  of  nuclear  waste  disposal  of 
all  utilities  were  taken  into  consideration,  legislators  said.  Pacific  Gas 
Electric  Wednesday  denied  making  such  a forecast,  said  PGE  spokesman  Deff 
Lewis.  "We  did  not  forecast  it  would  cost  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
more. " 

Lewis  would  not  say  what  the  eventual  cost  to  electricity  consumers 
would  be,  except  to  assert  it  would  be  far  less  than  $100  million.  "We 
don't  know  what  it  will  cost,"  Lewis  said.  "If  it  does  cost  more,  we  believe 
it's  a tradeoff  in  creating  a reliable  place  to  take  our  low-level  nuclear 
waste . " 

Assembly  Speaker  Antonio  Villaraigosa,  D-Los  Angeles;  Senate  President 
John  Burton,  D-San  Francisco;  and  Assembly  Speaker  Pro  Tern  Sheila  Kuehl, 
D-Santa  Monica,  repeated  previous  calls  for  an  end  to  efforts  to  build  the 
dump. 

"It's  time  --  in  fact  it's  way  past  time  --  the  governor  had  some 
serious  second  thoughts  about  this  project,"  Villaraigosa  said. 
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"RE : Residential  Schools  Violated  UN  Law"  

Sub j : IHRAAM  and  BC  Res-School  genocide 

Date:  98-07-05  00:07:54  EDT 

From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOLS  VIOLATED  UN  LAW 
Windspeaker  News,  Duly  1998,  Page  2 by  Paul  Barnsley 

The  man  who  will  write  a report  to  the  United  Nations  on  Canada's 
residential  school  system  said  he  has  seen  evidence  that  the  system  was  an 
example  of  forced  assimilation,  genocide  and  forced  removal  of  peoples  from 
their  traditional  lands.  All  of  those  actions  are  contrary  to  international 
human  rights  conventions,  said  Rudy  Dames,  a member  of  the  International 
Human  Rights  Association  of  American  Minorities.  Dames  reached  that 
conclusion  after  observing  three  days  of  testimony  in  front  of  a 15-member 
tribunal  made  up  mainly  of  Indigenous  people,  a majority  of  whom  were  from 
the  United  States.  The  tribunal  hearings  were  completed  on  Dune  14  at  the 


Maritime  Labor  Centre  in  east  Vancouver. 

Tribunal  members  took  note  of  the  fact  that  the  federal  government,  the 
churches  which  operated  the  residential  schools  and  the  Royal  Canadian 
Mounted  Police,  all  of  whom  lames  said  were  asked  to  appear  for 
questioning,  did  not  have  any  official  representatives  in  attendance. 
Witnesses  included  several  former  residential  school  students  and  a United 
Church  of  Canada  minister  who  was  delisted  (fired)  after  criticizing  the 
Port  Alberni  church  executive  board.  Many  of  the  witnesses  told  the 
tribunal  they  have  knowledge  of  suspicious  deaths  which  occurred  in  the 
residential  schools.  No  hard  evidence  which  could  lead  to  criminal  charges 
was  provided.  Several  witnesses  said  those  who  attended  the  residential 
schools  were  transported  to  the  schools  by  the  police  and  therefore  had  no 
reason  to  believe  they  were  safe  to  take  their  concerns  to  the  police  at 
the  time  the  alleged  deaths  occurred. 

The  International  Human  Rights  Association  of  American  Minorities  (IHRAAM) 
is  one  of  1,356  non-governmental  organizations  in  the  world  with  the 
standing  to  issue  reports  to  the  United  Nations  High  Commissioner  on  Human 
Rights,  and  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the  United  Nations.  A United 
Nations  official  confirmed  that  IHRAAM  is  one  of  the  666  organizations 
worldwide  listed  on  a roster  of  organizations  consulted  by  the  economic  and 
social  council.  Dames,  the  tribal  leader  of  the  Kuiukwaan  people  of 
south-eastern  Alaska  and  a tribal  judge  with  the  Combined  Tribal  Court  of 
Tlingit  Law,  is  a member  of  the  North  American  branch  of  IHRAAM,  whose 
northwest  regional  office  is  located  in  Seattle  Washington. 

Dames  told  Windspeaker  that  former  United  Church  minister  Kevin  Annett 
asked  IHRAAM  to  investigate  potential  human  rights  abuses  connected  to  the 
residential  school  system.  After  recording  seven  hours  of  interviews  with 
victims  of  abuse  at  the  Port  Alberni  school.  Dames  decided  an  inquiry  into 
the  system  and  Canada's  treatment  of  the  victims  of  the  system  was 
appropriate.  The  human  rights  infractions  that  Canada,  several  churches, 
organizations  and  individuals  associated  with  the  schools  need  to  address 
are:  the  forced  removal  of  Aboriginal  people  from  traditional  lands  and 
waters,  institutional  racism,  psychological  warfare,  genocide  and  murder. 
Dames  said  Prime  Minister  Dean  Chretien,  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Dane 
Stewart  and  church  officials  had  been  asked  to  appear  as  witnesses  at  the 
inquiry.  The  Prime  Minister's  office  said  no  invitation  was  received, 
something  Dames  said  is  not  true. 

An  organization  with  consultative  status  does  not  work  at  the  direction  of 
the  United  Nations  and  is  not  funded,  but  it  is  fully  screened  and  follows 
a written  mandate.  Dames  said  Canada  and  the  churches  will  be  asked  to 
answer  for  what  he  believes  are  serious  human  rights  abuses.  "No  one  can 
punish  a nation,"  Dames  said.  "But  so  much  of  what  is  done  by  our 
organization  is  done  through  world  public  opinion.  A report  will  be  sent  to 
the  High  Commissioner  and  the  Secretary  General.  Canada  could  be  asked  for 
a formal  response  to  the  report  in  the  General  Assembly."  Dames  said  he 
expects  to  complete  his  report  by  late  Duly.  He  said  he  may  send  a 
preliminary  report  to  the  churches  involved  and  to  the  federal  government. 
"We'll  be  keenly  monitoring  the  response  of  the  church  entities  and  the 
Canadian  government,"  he  said. 


More  tribunal  sessions  are  being  looked  at  for  other  BC  locations.  For  more 
information  please  contact  Kevin  Annett  - 

mailto:kdannett@unixg.ubc . ca 
and  visit: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/resschool/main . html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Date:  Fri,  3 Dul  1998  01:30:32  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Grand  raise  for  Grand  Chief 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
FONTAINE  GETS  RAISE  AFTER  FIRST  YEAR  AS  GRAND  CHIEF 
Canadian  Press,  Duly  2,  1998,  by  Danice  Tibbetts 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

OTTAWA  (CP)  - The  grand  chief  of  Canada's  most  powerful  Indian  group  is 
getting  a raise  of  almost  50  per  cent  after  his  first  year  on  the  job, 
bumping  his  salary  up  to  the  equivalent  of  almost  a quarter  of  a 
million  dollars  since  his  income  is  tax  free. 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  voted  last  week  to  raise  Phil  Fontaine's 
salary  to  $125,000  from  $85,000  for  running  the  federally-funded 
organization  representing  Canada  Indian  chiefs. 

But  some  aboriginals  are  questioning  the  raise  because  of  its  size  and 
because  less  than  four  per  cent  of  630  chiefs  were  on  hand  when  the 
salary  vote  occurred  in  the  final  hours  of  the  assembly's  annual 
convention . 

Fontaine  distanced  himself  from  the  raise,  saying  its  one  he  never 
asked  for.  He  said  its  been  in  the  works  since  last  summer  at  the 
insistence  of  some  chiefs  who  felt  he  deserved  more,  particularly 
because  pay  for  the  job  had  been  frozen  for  more  than  a decade  and 
because  he  has  no  pension  plan. 

"I  never,  ever  once  raised  the  issue  of  my  salary,  never,  ever,"  said 
Fontaine  in  an  interview. 

"I  would  never,  ever  pursue  this  because  there's  nothing  in  it  for  me 
in  terms  of  public  perception. 

"I'm  sure  that  in  the  eyes  of  some  people  it  would  be  seen  as  a 
substantial  raise,  and  if  the  chiefs  wanted  to  revisit  this  I wouldn't 
argue  against  it." 

Fontaine  said  he  was  satisfied  with  earning  $85,000,  since  it  was  more 
than  he  made  in  his  last  job  as  head  of  the  Assembly  of  Manitoba 
Chiefs . 

As  a status  Indian,  Fontaine  does  not  pay  federal  tax  on  his  salary, 
so  $125,000  would  be  the  equivalent  to  a taxable  income  of  about 
$240,000. 

That  means  his  take-home  pay  is  higher  than  Prime  Minister  Dean 
Chretien's,  who  has  a taxable  salary  of  $137,000  and  receives  another 
$21,300  tax  free  to  cover  expenses. 

Federal  cabinet  ministers  receive  $113,  265  in  salary  plus  $21,300  tax 
free. 

Federal  politicians  recently  voted  to  give  themselves  a two-per-  cent 
increase  after  a six  year  salary  freeze. 

Fontaine  said  he  isn't  making  more  than  they  are,  all  things 
considered . 

"Its  no  different  than  the  raise  that  was  given  to  members  of 
Parliament  when  you  look  at  it  in  its  totality  with  all  the  benefits 
and  the  perks  and  all  of  that,"  he  said. 

He  also  suggested  it  would  be  unfair  to  focus  on  his  salary  increase 
when  executives  across  the  country  are  making  so  much  more. 

The  chief  who  initiated  the  motion  to  give  Fontaine  the  raise  argued 
the  raise  is  justified  because  the  national  chief  does  not  have  the 
same  benefits  as  politicians  and  that  Fontaine  has  done  a good  job  in 
his  first  year  representing  Canada  Indian  bands. 

"The  responsibility  of  the  national  chief  is  immense  and  if  you  look 
at  comparable  salaries  for  those  kinds  of  executives,  they  are  in  the 
$200, 000-plus  range,"  said  Ron  Ignace,  of  the  Skeetchestn  First  Nation 
in  Savona,  B.C. 

"If  were  to  attract  good  solid  people  and  were  going  to  keep  them, 
were  going  to  have  to  compensate  them  appropriately." 


The  assembly  operates  on  a budget  of  $16  million,  funded  by  the 
federal  government. 

Fontaine's  job  is  to  improve  the  lot  for  the  country's  500,000  status 
Indians  by  dealing  with  the  federal  government  and  the  private  sector. 

He  must  also  balance  the  often  conflicting  demands  of  individual  bands 
on  everything  from  land  claims  to  tax  battles. 

Fontaine  proudest  accomplishment  since  being  elected  to  replace 
former  grand  chief  Ovide  Mercredi  last  summer  was  securing  a 
$350-million  healing  fund  and  apology  from  Ottawa  for  victims  of 
physical  and  sexual  abuse  at  residential  schools  that  existed  to 
assimilate  Indians  into  mainstream  culture.  Chiefs  also  credit  him 
with  rebuilding  a relationship  with  the  federal  government  that  had 
fallen  apart  years  ago. 

There  is  some  question,  however,  about  whether  Fontaine  salary 
increase  should  have  been  approved.  Only  about  30  chiefs  of  the  more 
than  200  registered  at  last  weeks  convention  were  still  there  when  the 
vote  took  place. 

And  about  one  third  of  those  left  either  opposed  the  raise  or 
abstained . 

One  opponent  was  Randy  Kapashesit  of  the  Mocreebec  First  Nation  at 
Moose  Factory,  Ont. 

But  he  said  the  raise  is  a done  deal  that  should  not  be  dissected  in 
public . 

"I  think  a lot  of  that  stuff  should  be  debated  internally,"  he  said  in 
an  interview. 

Roger  Obonsawin,  a band  consultant  who  left  the  convention  before  the 
vote,  said  he  has  trouble  with  both  the  raise  and  how  it  was  approved. 

"I  guess  if  you  co-operate  with  the  federal  government,  you  get  more 
money,"  said  Obonsawin,  who  said  the  assembly  doesn't  effectively 
represent  natives  interests  because  it  is  too  cosy  with  bill-footing 
Ottawa . 

In  a sign  of  thawed  relations  between  Ottawa  and  the  assembly,  the 
groups  funding  has  been  bumped  up  by  about  $6  million  in  the  last 
year. 

Bill  Erasmus,  an  assembly  vice-chief  from  the  Northwest  Territories, 
said  the  funding  increase  means  the  organization,  after  years  of 
running  deficits,  is  finally  in  a position  to  give  the  national  chief 
a raise. 

Erasmus,  one  of  several  regional  chiefs,  is  also  in  line  for  a big 
raise . 

He  said  it  would  be  unfair  to  focus  on  the  tax-free  factor,  since  its 
an  aboriginal  treaty  right. 

"You  might  call  it  tax-free,  but  from  a First  Nations  perspective  its 
more  of  a right  that  a privilege,"  said  Erasmus. 

"The  reason  we  have  taxation  rights  is  because  it  is  part  of  our 
treaty  agreement." 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : UN  Could  Find  Canada  Guilty  of  Genocide"  
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:- 
A UN-AFFILIATED  TRIBUNAL  COULD  FIND  CANADA  GUILTY  OF  CULTURAL  GENOCIDE 


BC  Report,  Dune  29,  1998,  Page  27  by  Doel  Schlesinger 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

About  100,000  Indian  children  passed  through  Canada's  church-run 
residential  schools.  While  it  remains  unproved  that  a significant  number  of 
them  suffered  physical  or  sexual  abuse,  Indian  leaders  have  claimed  the 
schools'  legacy  is  cultural  genocide.  Earlier  this  year  federal  Indian 
Affairs  Minister  Dane  Stewart  apologized  on  behalf  of  the  federal 
government  for  residential  school  abuses  and  announced  a $350-million 
reconciliation  fund  in  compensation.  Yet  according  to  those  who  testified 
two  weeks  ago  at  a UN-affiliated  tribunal  in  Vancouver,  Ottawa's  contrition 
is  insufficient. 

The  International  Human  Rights  Association  of  American  Minorities  (IHRAAM), 
a non-governmental  organization  with  consultative  status  at  the  United 
Nations,  empanelled  a tribunal  of  12  judges  - mostly  native  leaders  from 
the  United  States  - to  investigate  allegations  that  the  Canadian 
government,  along  with  the  United  Church,  Roman  Catholic  and  Anglican 
churches,  had  committed  human  rights  violations  against  Indians.  IHRAAM 
North  American  director  Rudy  Dames  attended  the  hearings  as  an  observer  and 
will  be  sending  a report  to  the  UN.  It  will  likely  be  condemnatory.  "[The 
reconciliation  package]  is  equivalent  to  a group  of  people  injured  in  a 
train  accident  and  the  insurance  company  giving  money  to  the  bystanders  to 
give  moral  support  and  a pat  on  the  back  to  the  victims,"  he  says. 
"[Witnesses]  stated  that  if  the  funds  go  to  organizations  related  to  the 
government  they  will  never  see  the  money.  Essentially  the  government  is 
employing  people  to  hold  seminars  and  meetings." 

Mr.  Dames  refused  to  criticize  any  native  organization  by  name,  but  it  is 
the  Aboriginal  Healing  Foundation,  an  Indian  non-profit  corporation,  that 
will  decide  how  the  $350  million  will  be  spent.  [AFN  Grand  Chief  Phil 
Fontaine,  and  Wendy  Grant-Dohn,  the  #2  BC  bureaucrat  in  the  Department  of 
Indian  Affairs,  are  members  --  S.I.S.I.S.]  The  AHF,  which  is  independent  of 
both  government  and  native  political  organizations,  would  not  comment  on 
Mr.  Dames'  allegations.  According  to  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs 
website,  the  foundation's  day  -to-day  operations  will  be  carried  out  by  a 
modestly  sized  staff  designed  to  keep  administrative  costs  to  a minimum.  It 
will  allocate  the  money  over  four  years. 

Former  United  Church  minister  Kevin  Annett  is  a member  of  the  Circle  of 
Dustice,  an  Indian  rights  organization  which  brought  the  residential 
schools  issue  to  IHRAAM' s attention.  Mr.  Annett,  who  was  removed  from  his 
Port  Alberni  ministry  in  1997  because  of  his  outspoken  criticism  of  his 
church's  involvement  in  the  residential  school  system,  agrees  with  Mr. 

Dames  that  funding  will  not  go  to  those  who  need  it  most.  "About  $190 
million  is  going  for  healing  projects  and  the  rest  will  likely  go  towards 
administration,"  he  claims.  Mr.  Annett  insists  the  tribunal's  purpose  is  to 
ensure  that  the  federal  government  does  not  abjure  full  responsibility  for 
the  alleged  victims  of  the  residential  school.  But  others  have  pointed  out 
that  IHRAAM 's  report  to  the  UN  could  tarnish  Canada's  reputation  as  an 
international  leader  in  monitoring  human  rights  compliance. 

An  even  more  dire  possibility  for  Ottawa  is  that  the  tribunal  will  find  it 
guilty  of  genocide  under  the  United  Nations  Genocide  Convention.  "Canada 
could  be  charged  in  an  international  court  of  justice,"  Mr.  Annett  points 
out.  "And  if  [any  individual]  is  found  guilty,  they  could  be  punished  by  up 
to  20  years  in  prison  - if  the  ruling  is  enforced."  Ironically,  Foreign 
Affairs  Minister  Lloyd  Axworthy  is  campaigning  for  the  UN  to  create  just 
such  a world  criminal  court  to  prosecute  countries  that  violate  the  act. 
Should  any  country's  national  courts  fail  to  deal  with  a human  rights 
violation,  the  international  court  would  try  that  government.  This  may  be  a 
moot  point  for  Canada  however,  because  the  BC  Supreme  Court  ruled  this 
month  that  both  the  Canadian  government  and  United  Church  are  equally 
responsible  for  compensation  due  to  activities  by  Plint  at  a United  Church 
residential  school  in  Port  Alberni  over  20  years  ago.  The  ruling  sets  a 
precedent  making  employers  liable  for  crimes  committed  by  their  employees  in 
the  workplace. 

Canadian  churches  and  the  federal  government  fear  the  ruling  could  result 


in  a torrent  of  litigation.  Already,  over  1,000  civil  lawsuits  have  been 
filed  since  the  federal  government  apologized  formally.  Gerry  Kelly  of  the 
Canadian  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops  warns  that  if  the  decision  is 
allowed  to  stand,  churches  and  other  social  agencies  will  face  a level  of 
liability  that  would  threaten  their  existence.  "It  could  mean  the  end  of 
community  sports,"  he  says.  He  argues  that  all  parties  who  were  involved  i 
the  residential  schools  system  must  work  together  for  reconciliation 
through  more  productive  methods  than  the  courts. 

Last  week's  resolution  of  the  criminal  charges  against  former  Prince 
George  bishop  Hubert  O'Connor  might  be  an  indication  of  just  such  a shift 
to  non-legal  alternatives.  Bishop  O'Connor  participated  in  an  aboriginal 
healing  circle  to  apologize  for  allegedly  sexually  abusing  Indian  women  at 
the  St.  Joseph's  residential  school  near  Williams  Lake  (where  he  was 
principal)  over  30  years  ago.  The  BC  Ministry  of  the  Attorney  General,  the 
complainants  and  Indian  leaders  chose  the  healing  circle  instead  of 
pursuing  further  prosecution.  Bishop  O'Connor  had  been  charged  with  six 
counts  of  rape,  involving  five  former  students  and  employees  of  the  school 
but  after  seven  years  of  legal  wrangling,  only  one  charge  remained  before 
the  courts. 

For  some  of  the  witnesses  who  testified  before  the  IHRAAM  tribunal, 
however,  apologies  and  community-based  healing  initiatives  are  not  enough. 
One  woman  who  alleges  residential  school  victimization,  Sharon 
Blakeborough,  argues  there  is  only  one  method  of  restitution.  She  declares 
"I  want  a humanitarian  suit  because  I think  we  deserve  that.  Our  people 
still  remain  silent  and  they're  dying  and  I hate  it." 
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"RE : Nebraska  NAGPRA  Alert"  
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Sub j : Nebraska  Update 

UUCP  email 

Dune  24,  1998 

Enclosed  are  materials  related  to  the  current  issues  at  the  University 
of  Nebraska-Lincoln . 

In  this  package  you  will  find  a number  of  newspaper  articles  on  the 
issue;  an  overview  statement,  etc. 

PLEASE  give  careful  reading  to  this  material,  and  bring  it  to  the 
attention  of  your  NAGPRA  representative,  your  tribal  council,  and  your 
elders.  This  situation  involves  all  the  Nations. 

UPDATE: 

As  of  Friday,  Dune  19,  1998,  information  has  been  accessed  which 
indicates  that  the  University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln  is  in  possession  of 
the  remains  of  over  2,000  Native  Americans.  Investigation  continues 
into  other  remains  which  have  not  yet  been  identified. 

THIS  IS  A CRITICAL  ISSUE!!  An  explanation  of  this  situation  follows: 

When,  in  the  past,  non-native  people  began  digging  up  Native  American 
burials,  little  regard  was  given  to  either  the  skeletal  remains  or  the 
materials  buried  with  the  individual(s) . Generally,  whatever  was  found 
with  the  person  in  the  grave  was  split  up  - to  be  sold,  stored,  or 
displayed  somewhere.  What  this  means  is  that,  for  example,  a persons 


moccasins  might  end  up  in  a collection  of  moccasins,  with  no 
information  kept  on  which  burial  they  were  from;  other  regalia, 
materials,  tools,  weapons,  pottery,  jewelry,  etc,  which  would  give 
information  on  the  Tribal  Identity  of  the  person,  was  also  scattered 
into  private  sales  and  collections,  or  has  wound  up  in  Museum 
collections.  The  result  of  this  is  that  the  skeleton  of  the  person  - the 
human  remains,  were  left  stripped  of  everything  which  had  been  buried 
with  the  person,  and  which  could  have  helped  in  identifying  their  tribe. 
Now  - for  example,  there  are  the  remains  of  over  2,000  Native  American 
people  lying  in  boxes  in  a basement  at  the  University,  and  are 
considered  unaffiliated  because  all  the  things  they  were  buried  with  are 
gone. 

When  NAGPRA  became  law,  the  various  Museums,  University's,  etc.  were 
required  to  publish  information  in  the  National  Register  which  made 
public  the  Native  American  remains  for  which  they  had  Tribal  Affiliation 
information.  This  would  allow  those  tribes  to  recover  the  remains  of 
their  dead  for  repatriation  and  reburial. 

The  Native  american  remains  for  which  those  institutions  did  not  think 
they  had  enough  information  to  indicate  a Tribal  Affiliation  were  not 
included  in  the  publishing  of  that  information. 

However  ...  In  many,  if  not  most  cases,  there  is  some  information 
available  as  to  WHERE  these  people  were  buried  before  someone  came  along 
and  dug  them  up. 

It  is  not  considered,  by  the  Museums  and  Universities,  etc.,  important 
to  bother  to  consider  the  fact  that  Native  Peoples  know  where  they  have 
been  in  the  past;  where  they  camped,  hunted,  and  traveled. 

NAGPRA  law  includes  a section  which  says  that  if  a Native  American 
Tribe  requests  remains,  considered  by  the  Museums,  Universities,  etc.  as 
unaffiliated,  to  be  repatriated  to  them  for  reburial,  then  the  remains 
must  be  returned  to  them. 

In  the  present  situation  at  the  University  of  Nebraska- Lincoln,  little 
or  no  effort  has  been  made  to  contact  all  the  tribes  to  whom  these 
people  might  belong.  No  effort  at  all  has  been  made  to  contact  the 
tribes  who  were  definitely  in  the  parts  of  the  country  where  these 
people,  buried  and  at  rest,  were  dug  up,  desecrated,  and  now  stored  in 
cardboard  boxes  in  a basement. 

In  the  following  pages,  there  is  mention  of  remains  belonging  to  the 
Omaha  Tribe,  because  when  the  situation  erupted  at  the  University,  one 
set  of  bones  found  were  marked  as  Omaha.  Consequently,  it  has  been  an 
Omaha  individual  here  in  Lincoln  who  has  been  pressing  for  the  return  of 
those  remains. 

However  - there  are,  as  stated  earlier,  over  2,000  other  people  known  to 
be  stored  here  - and  more  which  have  yet  to  be  determined  as  definitely 
Native  American. 

Documentation  is  available  which  indicates  where  most  of  these  peoples 
remains  came  from. 

The  area  involved  in  primarily  the  Northern,  Central,  and  Southern 
Plains,  in  areas  which,  since  the  United  States  were  created,  have  come 
to  be  called  : 

Nebraska 
South  Dakota 
Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Colorado 

Wyoming 

and  moving  further  out  from  here  {Nebraska  as  the  center  for  this 
situation) 

North  Dakota 

Minnesota 

Illinois 

Arkansas 

Oklahoma 

Texas 

New  Mexico 


Montana . 

IF  YOUR  NATION  EVER  HAD  VILLAGES,  SETTLEMENTS,  OR  CAMPS;  OR  TRAVELED  IN 
THESE  AREAS  FOR  HUNTING,  MIGRATION,  OR  RESETTLEMENT  ON  RESERVATIONS;  OR 
IF  THESE  AREAS  ARE  A PART  OF  YOUR  ORAL  HISTORY  AND  STORIES  . . THEN  THE 
PEOPLE  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  DUG  UP  FROM  THEIR  GRAVES,  STRIPPED  OF  THEIR 
POSSESSIONS,  EXAMINED,  HANDLED,  TESTED,  AND  ARE  NOW  STORED  IN  BOXES  IN 
THE  BASEMENT  OF  A BUILDING  AT  THIS  UNIVERSITY  MAY  BE  PEOPLE  WHO  WERE 
MEMBERS  OF  YOUR  TRIBE  IN  EITHER  RECENT  HISTORY  OR  IN  THE  PAST. 

Some  Tribes  have  made  statements  they  they  are  willing  to  take  all  these 
remains  and  rebury  them. 

BUT  . . . These  remains  could  belong  to  YOUR  people,  and  to  other 
Nations.  This  can  only  be  figured  out  from  the  information  available  on 
the  database  which  gave  us  the  numbers.  However  - Do  you  not  want  the 
chance  to  at  least  attempt  to  recover  those  remains  which  might  be  from 
areas  in  which  your  own  relatives  were  buried?  IT  IS  CRITICAL  that  you 
contact  the  University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln,  as  well  as  the  the  other 
people  for  which  you  have  information  in  the  following  pages,  if  you  are 
to  have  ANY  chance  at  repatriating  and  reburying  those  who  might  be  your 
ancestors.  BECAUSE  at  such  time  as  this  University  relinquishes  those 
people  - those  remains  - to  whatever  Tribe  is  willing  to  bury  them  - 
there  will  be  no  further  chance  to  attempt  to  get  your  own  people  back. 
Once  they  go  back  in  the  ground  somewhere,  they  will  not  be  available 
again  for  recovery  by  you. 

It  seems  that  your  Nation,  and  all  the  Nations  to  whom  these  people 
might  belong  should  at  least  be  given  the  opportunity  to  find  out  this 
information,  and  then  decide  to  request  some  of  the  remains  for 
repatriation  and  reburial.  It  seems  that  there  is  a trail  of  events 
which  reads  like  this:  These  dead  Native  people,  and  their  Nations,  were 
given  no  choice  or  information  when  someone  decided  to  dig  them  up;  the 
same  thing  continued  as  these  people  were  moved  around,  tested, 
mishandled,  and  shoved  in  a basement.  Perhaps  it  is  time  for  the  Nations 
to  be  given  some  say,  some  chance,  at  what  will  happen  to  all  these 
people  now  - before  someone  else  takes  it  upon  themselves  to  make  a 
unilateral  decision  about  where  these  people  will  go  - again  - and  where 
they  will  be  buried  - without  ever  even  talking  to  you  about  it. 

As  it  said  in  the  beginning  of  this  statement: 

PLEASE  - GET  THIS  INFORMATION  TO  YOUR  NAGPRA  REPRESENTATIVE,  YOUR  TRIBAL 
COUNCIL,  AND  YOUR  ELDERS  - TO  THE  COMMUNITY. 

There  are  people  here  at  the  University  who  will  assist  you  in  the 
research  if  you  decide  you  want  to  find  out  what  is  going  on,  where  the 
people  in  the  basement  came  from,  and  wether  or  not  any  of  those  people 
are  from  areas  where  you  Nation  was  historically. 

PLEASE  CONTACT  US  FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION. 

Email  address  on  this  issue  is:  ceyapi@hotmail.com 
Mitakuye  Oyasin. 

Pilamayaye. 

Regina  ThunderHawk 
senior  student 

University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln 
CONTACT  INFORMATION 

UNIVERSITY  OF  NEBRASKA  - LINCOLN,  ANTHROPOLOGY  DEPT. 

(These  are  the  people  trying  to  work  on  the  issues  with  the  Tribes.) 

Dr.  Robert  Hitchcock,  Dept.  Chairman  - (402-472-2480) 

Prof.  Berkely  Bailey  - (402-472-2711) 

Dr.  Luann  Wandsnider  (NAGPRA  Funerary  Remains  Advisor)  (402-472-8873) 
Helen  LongSoldier  (Multicultural  Affairs  - Native  Students  Advisor) 
(402-472-2027) 

Regina  ThunderHawk,  student  (402-474-1402) 

NATIVE  COMMUNITY  IN  LINCOLN  AND  CALIFORNIA 

(These  are  the  people  pursuing  these  issues  on  a State  investigation 
level . ) 

Randy  Thomas  (Santee/Omaha)  (402-467-5546) 

Ralph  Thomas  (Santee/Omaha)  (707-678-6821) 

— "RE:  Navajos  Oppose  Snowbowl  Expansion"  


Date:  Thu,  25  Dun  1998  11:14:47  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub  j : Navajos  oppose  Snowbowl  expansion 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

This  from  The  Arizona  Republic 
Dune  24,  1998 

http: //www. azcentral . com/news/062 5 valbos . shtml 
Navajos  oppose  Snowbowl  expansion 

A Navajo  traditional  singer,  Alfred  W.  Yazzie,  plans  to  conduct  special 
blessings  today  and  Friday  in  opposition  to  a proposed  expansion  of  the 
Arizona  Snowbowl  ski  resort  atop  the  San  Francisco  Peaks  near  Flagstaff. 

"We  want  to  protect,  preserve  and  defend  sacred  places,"  said  Yazzie,  one 
of  only  12  Navajo  traditional  singers  who  know  how  to  conduct  the  Nightway, 
a ceremony  for  physical  healing. 

Arizona  Snowbowl  Partners  last  year  proposed  to  upgrade  its  facilities 
across  the  777  acres  it  leases  from  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  on  the 
southwestern  slopes  of  the  peaks.  The  upgrades  would  not  require  more  land, 
but  would  require  the  cutting  of  hundreds  of  trees,  said  Dohn  Nelson, 
recreation  officer  for  the  Mormon  Lake  and  Peaks  Ranger  District. 

The  Forest  Service  recently  required  the  developers  of  the  ski  resort  to 
conduct  an  environmental  impact  statement,  a review  that  could  take  two 
years  or  more  to  complete.  The  peaks  are  among  the  four  sacred  mountains  of 
the  Navajo  Nation. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Tribal  Land  Transfers  Expected"  

Date:  Tue,  23  Dun  1998  02:01:19  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : "Dramatic  Change"  to  BC's  Trick  or  Treaty  Process 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
TRIBAL  LAND  TRANSFERS  EXPECTED  IN  TREATY  TALKS: 

Sources  say  officials  have  agreed  on  a radical  method  to  speed  up  land 
claims  that  allows  tribal  groups  to  control  lands  while  talks  to 
resolve  other  issues  go  on. 

Vancouver  Sun,  Dune  20,  1998,  by  Stewart  Bell 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Representatives  of  the  federal  government,  provincial  government  and  First 
Nations  have  agreed  that  land-claim  negotiations  must  be  speeded  up  --  and 
Ottawa  has  proposed  a radical  plan  that  aims  to  accomplish  just  that, 
sources  close  to  the  talks  said  Friday.  At  a closed-door  meeting  this 
week,  tribal,  federal  and  provincial  officials  reached  an  understanding 
that  the  highly-sensitive  land  and  resource  portion  of  treaty  talks  must  be 
accelerated . 

Ottawa  and  Victoria  are  to  submit  a proposal  to  native  chiefs  next  week 
on  how  best  to  do  that.  The  plan  will  be  voted  on  at  a meeting  of  the 
First  Nations  Summit  in  North  Vancouver  starting  Wednesday.  Although  it's 
unclear  what  the  governments  will  propose,  a senior  official  said  the 
federal  government  is  putting  forward  a new  strategy  that  would 


dramatically  change  the  way  treaties  are  currently  being  negotiated. 

Under  the  proposal  --  part  of  an  effort  to  kick-start  B.C.'s  ailing 
treaty-making  process  --  government  and  tribal  leaders  would  move  quickly 
to  identify  the  lands  to  be  transferred  to  tribal  ownership. 

Tribal  organizations  would  then  assume  control  of  those  lands  while  talks 
aimed  at  resolving  the  remaining  treaty  issues  (such  as  cash, 
self-government,  aboriginal  courts,  museum  artifacts  and  fisheries) 
continued . 

The  proposal,  called  "pre-implementation"  because  it  would  see  the  land 
part  of  treaties  implemented  before  the  other  issues  were  resolved,  is 
being  portrayed  by  officials  as  a fast  and  effective  way  of  resolving 
ongoing  uncertainty  over  land  claims.  First  Nations  would  benefit  by 
gaining  earlier  access  to  their  treaty  lands,  allowing  them  to  create  jobs 
and  stimulate  stagnant  reserve  economies,  while  the  resource  industry  would 
gain  by  finally  knowing  which  lands  are  on  and  off  the  treaty  table. 

There's  also  a carrot  for  the  B.C.  government.  Currently,  Victoria  is  to 
provide  the  land  for  treaty  settlements  and  Ottawa  will  compensate  the 
province  with  cash  once  the  treaty  is  finished.  But  under  the  new  proposal, 
Victoria  would  get  cash  from  Ottawa  as  soon  as  a tribe  assumed  control  of 
its  treaty  lands,  which  would  be  easier  on  the  provincial  treasury,  sources 
said . 

The  plan  would  use  the  existing  structure  of  the  B.C.  Treaty  Commission 
but  would  involve  a radical  new  approach  to  negotiations  that  would  require 
the  Nations  Summit,  sources  said. 

The  proposal  is  an  attempt  to  revitalize  the  effort  to  resolve  the 
longstanding  grievances  of  B.C.  First  Nations,  which  has  largely  collapsed 
since  December,  when  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  handed  down  a decision 
that  liberally  defined  aboriginal  land  rights.  Ruling  in  the  Delgamuukw 
case,  the  court  said  tribes  have  to  be  consulted  about  logging,  mining  and 
other  land-use  activities  on  their  ancestral  lands  --  and  in  some  cases 
they  may  even  have  to  give  their  consent. 

The  decision  has  caused  widespread  confusion  in  government  and  the 
resource  industry  and  has  upset  the  stability  that  took  hold  in  the 
province  after  the  B.C.  Treaty  Commission  was  established  in  the  early 
'90s. 

Also  fueling  the  pressure  for  changes  to  the  treaty  process  are 
concerns  about  its  slow  pace.  Although  four  dozen  tribal  groups  are 
involved  in  negotiations,  the  talks  have  yet  to  produce  a single  treaty 
after  five  years. 

Federal,  provincial  and  tribal  officials  met  Thursday  to  discuss  ways 
of  getting  treaty  negotiations  back  on  track.  The  First  Nations  Summit, 
which  represents  bands  in  treaty  talks,  said  the  meeting  was 
"encouraging."  Meanwhile,  the  provincial  government  is  said  to  be  upset 
about  the  treaty  commission's  1997  annual  report,  which  is  to  be  released 
Tuesday.  The  province  has  sent  a letter  to  land  claims  officials 
complaining  about  how  the  report  interprets  the  Delgamuukw  decision  and 
characterizes  the  state  of  treaty  talks,  as  well  as  the  departure  of  chief 
treaty  commission  Alex  Robertson. 

Robertson  left  the  job  after  the  provincial  cabinet  refused  to  renew 
his  contract  for  another  full  term,  prompting  Robertson  and  the  commission 
to  question  the  province's  commitment  to  the  treaty  process.  The  provincial 
government  said  it  wanted  to  renew  Robertson  for  60  days,  while  it  reviewed 
the  future  of  the  treaty  negotiations. 


More  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  Process: 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/switlo. html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 


WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


"RE : Big  Mountain  Sundance"  

Date:  Mon,  06  Dul  1998  18:01:29  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Big  Mountain:  SUNDANCE  Announcement 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

This  is  to  let  all  BM  supporters  know  of  the  Duly  Sundance  at  Big 
Mountain.  This  information  was  give  to  me  by  telephone  from  Grace  Smith 
today.  She  gave  it  to  me  at  the  request  of  Ruth  Benally,  a traditional 
Dineh  elder  and  sponsor  of  the  sundance. 

The  sundance  will  be  held  at  Camp  Anna  Mae  in  the  Big  Mountain,  AZ  area. 
Signs  will  be  posted  along  Hwy.  264  (between  Hotevilla  and  Tuba  City,  I 
believe).  Tree  Day  will  be  Duly  15th,  and  the  dance  will  last  until  the 
19th.  There  are  usually  3 days  of  purification,  then  Tree  Day  (when  the 
sacred  tree  is  harvested  and  erected),  then  3 days  of  sundancing. 

In  any  case,  there  are  500  native  dancers  expected  and  100  non-native 
supporters  needed  for  cooking,  cleaning,  setup  and  cleanup,  and  these  will 
be  needed  starting  several  days  in  advance. 

Lakota  medicine  man.  Doe  Chasing  Horse,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  Sun 
Dance.  Security  will  be  provided  by  local  Dineh;  not  from  outsiders.  As 
usual,  there  is  to  be  no  alcohol,  drugs,  or  firearms.  No  photographs, 
videos  or  tape-recording  of  the  dance  or  associated  ceremonies  will  be 
permitted . 

Supporters  are  asked  to  bring  their  own  food  and  water  (lots  of  water). 
Because  of  the  dry  land,  no  open  fires  will  be  permitted  except  for  the 
sweat  lodge  fires,  so  only  kitchen  cooking  is  permitted.  Supporters  (both 
those  attending  and  those  who  cannot  attend)  are  asked  to  send 
contributions,  if  they  can,  to  help  with  gas  money  and  food  for  the 
dancers . 

The  Hopi  tribe  has  agreed  to  allow  the  sundance  and  the  permit  is  in  the 
works . 

This  Sun  Dance  is  not  a Dineh  tradition,  but  one  of  the  Lakota  (and 
other  tribes,  as  well) . The  Lakota  dancers  have  been  coming  annually  to 
Camp  Anna  Mae  to  dance  in  solidarity  with  the  Dineh. 

[These  are  my  words. RD:]  This  is  sacred  ceremony  which  they  are  sharing 
with  the  Dineh  to  pray  for  healing  of  the  earth  and  all  its  relations.  It 
is  a gathering  of  Spirit.  It  is  a sacrifice  of  the  flesh  in  a sacred  way 
to  come  into  harmony  and  love  with  the  Creator  and  all  our  relations  (all 
living  things,  including  rocks,  the  wind,  etc.).  It  is  NOT  a war  dance 
against  Peabody  Coal  or  the  Hopi  Tribe.  It  is  a gathering  in  love  and 
peace,  so  if  you  come,  please  come  in  a sacred  way  and  walk  in  a sacred 
manner  while  you  are  there. 

If  you  must  have  more  information,  you  may  contact  Grace  Smith  at 
520-289-4968. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE;  Land  Deal  Rebuffed"  

Date:  Tue,  23  Dun  1998  02:00:53  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : "Land  not  money."  Stoney  Pointer  says 


-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
LAND  DEAL  REBUFFED  BY  BAND  MEMBERS  - AGREEMENT  SIGNED  DESPITE  PROTESTS 
Times  Colonist,  Dune  18,  1998,  (CP) 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Sarnia,  Ont.  - Members  of  the  Stoney  Point  aboriginal  band,  who  have  fought 
56  years  for  the  return  of  Camp  Ipperwash,  say  they  won't  be  at  the  table 
today  for  the  signing  of  a $26.3  million  land  deal  between  the  federal 
government  and  band  officials.  "They  didn't  involve  us  in  the  past  two 
years,  why  should  we  go  over  there  to  legitimize  their  actions?"  said  Rod 
(Dudas)  George,  whose  family  was  removed  from  the  reserve  in  1942.  The 
federal  government  hopes  the  deal,  which  requires  ratification  by 
Kettle/Stoney  Point  band  members,  will  end  the  dispute  over  the 
southwestern  Ontario  land  taken  from  the  natives  during  the  Second  World 
War  and  later  turned  into  a military  base. 

Hundreds  of  natives  gathered  Tuesday  to  hear  specifics  of  an  agreement  in 
principle  transferring  land  ownership  to  the  natives.  George  wasn't  in  the 
crowd.  "Deal?  What  deal?"  he  asked.  "We  don't  know  the  contents  of  the 
so-called  deal.  We've  been  saying  for  the  past  two  years  we  need 
representation , legal  or  otherwise.  We  haven't  had  it.  He  says  natives 
occupying  Camp  Ipperwash  since  May  1993  asked  federal  negotiator  Ralph 
Brant  for  representation . "He  said  'Nobody's  asked  me,'  but  we've  asked  him 
countless  times."  Along  with  Camp  Ipperwash' s return,  the  deal  brings 
millions  of  dollars  in  individual  and  community  compensation  for  the 
natives.  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Dane  Stewart  has  asked  for  a gag  order  to 
prevent  specifics  of  the  deal  from  being  leaked. 

But  a band  source  told  the  Sarnia  Observer  the  agreement  in  principle 
includes  $12.9  million  to  rebuild  the  native  community  at  Stoney  Point, 
individual  compensation  for  band  members  ranging  from  $157,000  to  $405,000 
and  $3  million  for  a trust  fund.  The  deal  could  also  pave  the  way  for 
Ottawa  to  try  to  negotiate  the  transfer  of  nearby  Ipperwash  Provincial 
Park,  where  Ontario  provincial  police  shot  and  killed  native  protester 
Dudley  George  during  a 1995  confrontation.  But  Maynard  T.  George,  who 
describes  himself  as  "saddened  by  the  process",  says  there  is  no  deal. 

"This  (agreement  in  principle)  has  never  been  submitted  to  anyone  at  Stoney 
Point,"  he  said.  "Why  has  no  one  been  allowed  to  review  the  exact 
contents?" 

He  added  that  the  18  families  relocated  to  Kettle  Point  and  promised  the 
return  of  their  homeland  after  the  Second  World  War  hadn't  been 
compensated.  "They  were  left  out  because  they  were  of  strong  opinion  to 
move  home.  They  wanted  their  land,  not  money."  Stoney  Point  Reserve, 
established  by  the  British  Crown  in  1827,  was  expropriated  by  the  federal 
government  under  the  War  Measures  Act  in  1942.  In  1980,  the  federal 
government  paid  Kettle  Point  $2.5  million  for  use  of  Camp  Ipperwash.  On  May 
5,  1993,  a handful  of  natives  moved  to  Camp  Ipperwash  and  shared  the  land 
with  military  forces  for  two  years. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 
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This  is  an  essay  written  by  my  college-aged  daughter  for  her  American 
History  class.  I was  impressed,  and  asked  if  I could  share  it,  and  she 
gave  me  permission. 

I am  half-Cherokee;  she  is  one-fourth.  Her  AOL  name  is  LanceMom. 

Quadia 
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ESSAY:  Demise  of  the  Old  Ways  of  the  Indians 

The  following  will  discuss  the  conflicts  between  the  United  States  (US) 
and  the  Indians.  I will  also  explain  "Manifest  Destiny"  and  why  it  was 
used  to  justify  the  territorial  expansion.  I will  explain  the  Indian 
Removal  Act  of  1838,  which  was  the  final  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Indians,  which  led  to  the  US  declaring  war  on  Indians  and  the 
ultimate  demise  of  Col.  Custer  at  the  Battle  of  Little  Big  Horn 

The  conflicts  between  the  Indians  and  the  US  was  over  land,  and  the 
belief  that  Indians  were  inferior  to  white  Americans. 

In  1845,  John  O'Sullivan  coined  the  phrase  "Manifest  Destiny." 

O'Sullivan  said  that,  "It  is  the  will  of  God  that  the  American  people 
expand  from  ocean  to  ocean." 

"Manifest  Destiny"  meant  to  the  American  people  that  they  should  bring 
Christianity,  civilization  and  order  out  of  chaos.  The  white  Americans 
believed  that  they  were  superior  and  that  other  races  were  inferior. 

Americans  believed  that  the  Indians  would  either  adapt  or  that  they 
would  become  extinct. 

As  the  population  grew,  the  settlers  demanded  the  land  that  the  Indians 
had.  They  believed  that  the  Indians  had  too  much  land  and  that  they  didn't 
need  it.  So  began  a pattern  of  the  relationships  between  the  Indians  and 
the  US.  First  would  be  friendship  between  the  Americans  and  Indians;  then, 
confrontations  over  land;  and,  finally,  war  between  the  two. 

After  every  war  with  the  Indians  ended,  there  would  be  a treaty.  The 
treaty  always  had  the  Indians  losing  land.  The  treaties  were  always  broken. 
In  the  history  of  the  US  there  were  371  treaties  and  the  US  broke  every 
one  of  them. 

By  1828,  Indians  had  lost  almost  all  their  land.  There  was  a group  of 
Indians  who  did  try  to  adapt  to  the  way  of  the  Americans.  That  was  the 
Cherokees.  They  had  their  own  newspaper,  horses,  farms,  etc.  They  also  had 
a large  area  of  good  viable  land. 

Once  settlers  discovered  gold,  they  wanted  the  land  and  the  Cherokees 
off  it. 

The  State  of  Georgia  dissolved  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  claimed  that  the 
land  belonged  to  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  thought  this  to  be  wrong  and  took  the  State  of 
Georgia  to  court.  The  case  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  vs.  Georgia  in  1828  was  a victory  that  really  didn't 
help  the  Indians.  The  Supreme  Court  said,  "Indians  are  a domesticated 
dependent  Nation."  They  ruled  for  the  Cherokee  Nation,  saying,  "They  have 
an  unquestionable  right  to  the  lands  they  occupy  until  they  willingly  give 
it  up." 

President  Andrew  Dackson  did  nothing  to  enforce  the  Supreme  Court's 
ruling.  Settlers'  pressure  to  remove  the  Cherokees  brought  forth  the 
Indian  Removal  Act  of  1830.  Congress  passed  this  bill,  stating  that  the 
Indians  had  to  move  from  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  Indians  were  told  that  they  could  have  that  land  forever. 
Some  Indians  went  willingly;  others  resisted,  and  fought. 

In  1830,  Georgia  had  passed  a law  saying  that  in  order  to  go  onto  what 
was  formally  Cherokee  land,  one  had  to  swear  allegiance  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  thus  recognizing  Georgia's  power. 

In  1831,  a Protestant  man  named  Worchester  wouldn't  swear  allegiance.  He 
was  arrested,  tried  and  found  guilty.  The  case  went  to  the  Supreme  Court 
because  Worchester  said  that  the  State  of  Georgia  had  behaved 
unconstitutionally  by  violating  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees.  The  Supreme 
Court  ruled  in  Worchester's  favor. 

In  1835,  the  Indian  Removal  Act  was  enforced  with  forced  marches  from 
east  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  west.  The  most  infamous  forced  march 
was  called  "The  Trail  of  Tears."  16,000  Cherokees  were  forced  to  march 
from  their  homes  in  Tennessee  in  the  dead  of  winter.  One-fourth  of  them 


died  from  cold,  lack  of  food,  and  diseases. 

So  began  the  Indian  wans  that  lasted  from  1865  to  1868,  small  wars 
between  Civil  War  veterans  going  west  in  search  of  glory,  promotions  and 
land,  and  Indians  defending  what  was  their  way  of  life  and  their  lands. 

In  1868,  the  last  treaty  between  the  US  and  the  Indians  was  drawn.  The 
treaty  gave  many  rights  to  the  Indians,  but  also  included  items  they  were 
not  told  about. 

The  treaty  gave  the  Indians  the  right  to  the  land  known  as  the  Black 
Hills  in  what  is  now  South  Dakota,  and  government  protection  in  food, 
clothing,  education  and  shelter.  What  the  Indians  didn't  know  was  that  the 
treaty  had  a stipulation.  Article  11  stated  that  by  agreeing  to  the  treaty 
the  Indians  would  reside  on  the  reservation.  The  treaty  also  protected  the 
Indians  in  that  it  stated  unless  one-fourth  of  the  Indian  males  agreed  to 
it,  there  could  not  be  another  treaty. 

Pioneers  moving  west  went  around  the  new  reservation  territory.  The 
pioneers  demanded  that  they  be  allowed  on  the  Indian  land.  Many 
influential  men  believed  that  the  Indians  would  either  move  out  of  the  way 
of  civilization  or  be  exterminated.  Once  again,  they  used  Manifest  Destiny 
as  the  justification. 

Gen.  Sherman  believed  that  to  kill  the  buffalo  would  bring  about  the 
destruction  of  the  Indians  as  this  was  the  Indians'  main  source  of  food, 
clothing,  and  shelter.  So  began  the  destruction  of  the  buffalo.  At  the 
beginning,  there  were  approximately  50-million  buffalo.  By  1888,  there 
were  only  about  1,000. 

In  1874,  gold  was  found  in  the  Black  Hills  by  Col.  Custer.  Custer  took  1 
200  armed  men  and  reporters  into  the  Black  Hills.  He  did  this  under  orders 
from  the  US  government,  violating  the  treaty  that  stated  that  non-Indians 
could  not  go  onto  Indian  land  without  permission. 

In  the  newspaper,  it  was  stated  that  Custer  had  found  gold  in  the  Black 
hills.  Settlers  demanded  that  they  be  let  onto  the  land  to  search  for  gold 

The  government  wanted  a new  treaty  with  the  Indians,  one  that  would 
allow  them  to  purchase  the  Black  Hills.  Because  of  the  Treaty  of  1868, 
there  could  be  no  treaty.  Three-fourths  of  the  Indian  male  population 
said,  "No."  Two  of  these  were  strong  Indian  leaders.  They  were  Crazy 
Horse  and  Sitting  Bull,  both  of  the  Sioux  Nation. 

Sitting  Bull  was  the  ultimate  chief  of  the  Sioux  (Lakota)  Indians,  a 
spiritual  leader,  holy  man  and  strong  tribal  member.  Crazy  Horse  was 
trained  by  the  best  warriors  to  fight,  hunt  and  track. 

These  two  were  of  the  non-reservation  Indians.  Red  Cloud,  a reservation 
chief,  went  to  Washington  DC  along  with  other  chiefs  to  discuss  a new 
treaty.  The  chiefs  said,  "No." 

The  US  asked  for  a meeting  to  discuss  buying  or  leasing  the  Black  Hills. 
When  the  government  representatives  came,  they  were  met  by  the  largest 
gathering  of  Indians  in  their  history.  The  answer  to  the  offer  to  lease 
the  Black  Hills  was  still  "No." 

The  US,  to  force  the  eviction  of  the  Indians,  issued  an  ultimatum.  The 
non-reservation  Indians  were  to  report  to  the  reservation  by  lanuary  31 
or  the  Indians  would  be  considered  in  violation  of  the  treaty.  Because  it 
was  the  dead  of  winter,  none  could  or  would  attempt  to  return. 

The  US  declared  war  against  the  Sioux  Nation  for  not  following  Article 
11  of  the  Treaty  of  1868,  which  required  the  Indians  to  reside  on  the 
reservation . 

The  government  planned  an  attack  on  the  Sioux  Nation  to  occur  on  March 
26.  With  three  platoons  coming  from  the  south,  east,  and  west,  the  US 
thought  they  had  a sure  victory.  They  had  the  latest  weapons,  and  800  men 
from  each  platoon.  All  would  have  probably  gone  as  planned  if  Col.  Custer 
hadn't  gone  against  orders  and  had  stayed  with  Gen.  Terry's  platoon. 

Instead,  Col.  Custer,  seeking  glory  for  a sure  victory,  put  his  men  on  a 
forced  march  and  arrived  a day  early.  Custer  split  his  group.  He  ordered 
Ma j . Reno  to  attack  the  camp.  He  told  another  officer,  Benteen,  to  go  to  a 
position  south  of  the  river  and  kill  any  Indians  who  tired  to  flee.  Custer 
and  his  group  of  men  planned  to  go  around  to  the  back  of  the  camp  and  kill 
the  women  and  children.  None  realized  the  size  of  the  Indians  gathered. 

The  attack  began  by  Reno.  The  Indians  fought  back.  One  lucky  shot  hit  an 
Indian  scout  called  Bloody  Knife  in  the  face.  Because  he  was  next  to  Reno, 


when  his  head  exploded  it  left  brain  tissue  on  Reno's  face.  Reno  panicked 
and  ordered  his  men  to  dismount.  They  were  defeated. 

Crazy  Horse,  realizing  Custer's  standard  method  of  attack,  went  to  the 
back  of  the  camp.  He  and  his  fellow  warriors  waited  in  ambush  for  Custer. 
When  the  battle  was  over.  Col.  Custer  and  his  men  lay  dead.  Two-hundred- 
sixty-one  men  died.  No  one  knows  for  sure  who  killed  Custer. 

In  conclusion,  the  Battle  of  Little  Big  Horn  was  a major  victory  for  the 
Indians,  but  it  also  caused  more  harm  than  good.  In  outrage  for  the 
"massacre"  of  Col.  Custer  and  his  men,  the  Indians  were  forced  into  exile 
and  eventually  onto  reservations.  The  Black  Hills  were  lost  to  them  and 
the  old  way  of  life  was  over. 
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THE  CIRCLE 

You  have  noticed  that  everything  an  Indian  does  is  in  a circle, 
and  that  is  because  the  Power  of  the  World  always  works  in 
circles,  and  everything  tries  to  be  round.  The  Wind,  in  its 
greatest  power  whirls.  Birds  make  their  nests  in  circles.... 
the  sun  comes  forth  and  goes  down  again  in  a circle.  The 
moon  does  the  same,  and  both  are  round.  The  life  of  a man 
is  a circle  from  childhood  to  childhood  and  so  it  is  in  everything 
where  power  moves. 

Hehaka  Sapa  (Black  Elk) 

Oglala  (Teton)  Elder 

The  world  is  not  linear.  Life  is  not  linear.  Our  understanding  is 
limited  when  it  is  linear. 

Native  American  wisdom  always  works  in  circles.  Many  people  use  the 
Medicine  Wheel,  which  is  a powerful  teaching  tool  and  way  of  understanding 
ourselves  and  our  world. 

There  are  four  directions:  East,  South,  West,  North.  There  are  four 
seasons:  Spring,  Summer,  Fall,  Winter.  There  are  four  faces  of  humankind: 
Red,  Yellow,  Black,  White  --  all  my  relations  moving  together.  There  are 
four  things  that  breathe: 

The  ones  who  crawl,  the  winged  ones,  the  2 legged,  the  4 legged.  There 
are  four  elements:  fire,  water,  air,  earth.  There  are  four  things  above 
the  earth:  sun,  moon,  stars,  planets.  There  are  four  parts  to  plants: 
root,  stem,  leaves,  fruit.  There  are  four  cycles  of  life:  child,  youth, 
adult,  elder  (who  returns  to  the  child).  There  are  four  parts  of  our 
being  that  need  care:  physical,  emotional,  mental,  spiritual.  All  are 
interconnected.  The  universe  is  round.  We  come  from  the  earth,  it 
nourishes  us  even  in  our  mother's  womb,  and  we  return  to  the  earth. 

We  view  life  differently  when  we  think  in  circles. 

"RE;  Eight  Northern  Indian  Pueblos"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Dun  98  04:39:11  -0700 
Sub j : Coyote  Creek  Newsletter  Group  R 
From:  Ben  Goodman  <petunia@primenet . com> 

UUCP  email 

Coyote  Creek  Southwestern  Products:  Newsletter 
Dune  30,  1998 

A free  newsletter  about  American  Indian  culture,  history,  and  arts  and 
crafts  of  the  American  Southwest.  If  you  get  it,  you  subscribed  to  it.  If 
you  wish  to  cancel  your  subscription  send  email  to  ben@coyotecreek.com 
saying  so. 

We  welcome  comments  and  suggestions.  Please  do  not  hesitate  to  drop  us  a 


note  or  give  us  a call.  Your  email  address  is  never  sold,  rented,  leased 
loaned  or  otherwise  given  out-even  if  we're  starving!  Of  course,  if  you 
would  just  keep  buying  stuff,  we  wouldn't  have  to  worry  about  starving 
quite  so  much  : ) . 

We  also  welcome  submitted  articles,  book  reviews  and  opinions. 

Please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  us. 
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1.  Strength  Through  Unity 

Eight  Tiwa  and  Tewa  pueblos  in  northern  New  Mexico  have  joined 
together  in  an  organization  called  the  Eight  Northern  Indian  Pueblos 
Council  (ENIPC).  In  this  article  I shall  examine  several  of  the  eight 
pueblos . 

The  main  purpose  of  the  Eight  Northern  Indian  Pueblos  Council  is  to 
create  economic  opportunities  for  the  pueblo  people.  The  eight 
pueblos  are  Nambe,  Picuris,  Pojoaque,  San  Ildefonso,  San  Duan, 

Santa  Clara,  Taos  and  Tesuque. 

If  you  are  planning  a trip  to  northern  New  Mexico  this  summer  you 
may  want  to  consider  attending  the  Eight  Northern  Arts  and  Crafts 
show  on  Duly  18  & 19.  This  is  one  of  the  major  arts  and  crafts  events 
of  the  year  in  the  southwest.  The  show  rotates  each  year  to  a 
different  pueblo,  which  makes  it  very  interesting  if  you  attend  on  a 
regular  basis. 

One  of  the  most  active  pueblos  is  the  San  Duan  Pueblo,  which  has  a 
long,  interesting  history.  You  may  remember  in  one  of  our 
newsletters  we  mentioned  the  pueblo  revolt  of  1680  was  led,  at  least 
in  part,  by  a person  called  Pope' . Pope'  was  a member  of  the  San 
Duan  Pueblo,  or  as  they  are  traditionally  known,  the  Ohkay  Owingeh. 
History  aside,  this  pueblo  should  be  known  as  the  capitalist  pueblo. 
These  guys  know  how  to  market. 

Should  you  drive  from  Santa  Fe  to  Taos  you  will  pass  through  the 
San  Duan  pueblo.  One  of  the  first  things  you  will  notice  is  the  Ohkay 
Owingeh  Casino  which  is  operated  by  the  pueblo.  This  casino,  like 
all  Native  American  owned  casinos,  has  been  somewhat 

controversial.  In  spite  of  that,  the  casino  has  contributed  greatly  to 
the  local  economy  and  given  a boost  to  the  other  tribal  enterprises. 

The  tribe  operates  several  other  businesses.  One  is  the  Ohkay 
Owingeh  Towa  Gardens  Co-operative,  which  raises  food  for  the 
tribe.  Another  is  the  Oke  Owingeh  Arts  and  Crafts  Co-operative, 
which  markets  a mixture  of  goods  from  T-shirts  to  pottery  and  offers 
classes  for  tribal  members.  The  Buffalo  Project  maintains  a small 
herd  of  buffalo  for  religious/traditional  purposes.  And  last,  the  Tsay 
Corporation  funds  different  businesses  for  tribal  members,  several  of 
which  have  gone  on  to  become  very  successful. 

The  purpose  of  all  of  these  businesses  is  to  enable  tribal  members  to 
participate  more  actively  in  the  local  economy.  This  is  an  excellent 
example  of  a pueblo  being  located  in  the  right  spot  with  a 
government  that  is  responsible  enough  to  reinvest  casino  profits 
back  into  the  tribe.  Many  tribes  are  missing  one  of  these  factors.  They 
may  have  a casino,  but  not  enough  business  to  make  a substantial 
profit.  They  may  have  a government  that  won't  invest  in  the  people, 
etc.  San  Duan  seems  to  have  all  the  pieces. 

Another  of  the  more  well  known  pueblos  is  the  Taos  pueblo.  Famous 
for  its  beautiful  setting  at  the  base  of  the  Taos  mountains  the  pueblo 
has  been  immortalized  in  numerous  postcards.  While  the  actual 
pueblo  land  includes  a great  deal  of  land  besides  the  actual  pueblo 
building,  the  pueblo  is  still  occupied  and  accessible  to  the  general 


public  on  most  days. 

This  pueblo  has  traditionally  been  rather  conservative  in  religious 
matters  but  has  been  most  cooperative  in  attempting  to  remain 
accessible  to  tourists.  Many  families  live  there  full  time.  There  is  still 
no  electricity,  although  many  homes  do  have  gas  now,  and  no 
running  water,  other  than  the  stream  that  runs  through  the  middle  of 
the  pueblo. 

Be  sure  to  review  our  article  regarding  the  proper  etiquette  when 
visiting  all  pueblos.  The  Taos  pueblo  is  particularly  sensitive  to 
unauthorized  photographs,  etc.  Many  of  the  residences  have  been 
converted  to  shops  selling  handcrafted  items.  While  you're  there,  get 
some  fry  bread  (if  there  is  any  left  after  my  last  visit)! 

One  of  the  less  well  known  pueblos  is  the  Picuris  pueblo.  Located 
northeast  of  the  city  of  Espanola,  Picuris  is  not  as  easily  visited  as 
some  of  the  more  well  known  pueblos.  With  a total  population  of  only 
375  people,  Picuris  is  the  smallest  of  the  eight  pueblos. 

Due  to  its  rather  remote  location,  Picuris  has  a difficult  time 
attracting  visitors.  The  area  is  economically  challenged  but  the  tribe  has 
an  attractive  visitor  center,  restaurant  and  museum.  There  has  been  a 
revival  of  arts  and  crafts  in  the  pueblo,  many  of  which  are  for  sale  in 
the  visitor  center. 

Gee,  this  is  fun,  but  I see  a book  length  newsletter  coming!  Next 
month,  more  about  the  Eight  Northern. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thanks  for  subscribing!  Please  feel  free  to  tell  us 
what  you  think  of  the  newsletter,  pro  or  con. 

Ben 

Ben  Goodman  (and  Petroglyph  Pete) 

Coyote  Creek  Southwestern  Products 

sales@coyotecreek.com  http : / /www. coyotecreek . com 

4207  West  Avenida  del  Sol 

Glendale,  AZ  85310  Toll  Free:  1-888-780-2153 

Native  American  jewelry,  pottery,  fetishes,  contemporary  sterling 
silver  jewelry, original  art  and  a newsletter  on  Southwestern  Native 
American  culture  and  artists.  If  you  need  it,  we  can  find  it! 

"RE : Leonard  Needs  Help"  

Date:  Sat,  4 3ul  1998  10:20:50  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : LEONARD  NEEDS  HELP!  From  LPDC: 

UUCP  email 

LEONARD  PELTIER  NEEDS  HELP 

CALL  LEAVENWORTH  FEDERAL  PRISON  BEFORE  TUESDAY  3ULY  7TH ! ! ! 

913-682-8700 

Dear  Leonard  Peltier  Supporters, 

Upon  arriving  back  to  the  LPDC  office  after  the  Dune  27th  freedom  rally,  we 
were  informed  that  Leonard's  phone  privileges  had  been  suspended.  Prison 
officials  are  clearly  targeting  Leonard,  looking  for  anything  they  can  find 
to  harass  him.  As  you  may  know,  Leonard's  phone  use  is  strictly  regulated 
and  he  is  only  allowed  to  call  people  who  are  on  his  authorized  list. 
Leonard  called  a supporter  who  is  on  this  list.  The  supporter's  assistant 
answered  and  transferred  the  call  to  the  supporter  who  was  on  a mobile 
phone.  The  prison  considered  this  to  be  a 3-way  call  and  suspended  his 
phone  privileges  because  3-way  calls  are  unauthorized.  Leonard  did  not 
know  that  the  number  he  was  being  transferred  to  was  different  to  the  one 
which  he  dialed.  Obviously  this  is  a petty  violation.  Now  we  are  unable 
to  communicate  with  Leonard  and  we  are,  of  course,  very  worried.  On 
Tuesday  prison  officials  will  be  making  a decision  as  to  how  long  the 
suspension  will  last.  Please  call  the  prison  and  let  them  know  that  we  are 
looking  out  for  Leonard.  Ask  them  why  they  are  holding  such  a petty  charge 
against  him.  Tell  them  that  they  seem  to  be  acting  out  of  maliciousness 


since  Leonard  did  not  call  an  unauthorized  number  and  he  was  clearly  not 
intentionally  breaking  any  rules. 

In  solidarity. 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
Gina 


"RE : Peltier  Strategy  Meeting  Report"  

Date:  Sat,  4 Dul  1998  10:23:31  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Peltier  Strategy  Meeting  Report:  from  LPDC: 

UUCP  email 

LEONARD  PELTIER 
STRATEGY  MEETING  REPORT 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  met  with  Leonard  Peltier  Support 
Groups  on  Dune  26th  in  Washington  DC  to  strategize  for  Leonard's  release. 

We  met  for  several  hours  in  a room  packed  with  Peltier  supporters.  The 
meeting  was  led  by  Bobby  Castillo,  Ramsey  Clark  gave  a medical  report,  and 
Steve  Robideau  gave  a brief  history  of  the  case.  The  topics  that  took 
precedence  in  the  discussion  were  Leonard's  current  health  status,  civil 
disobedience,  and  getting  Leonard's  case  back  into  the  courts.  Also 
discussed  was  the  continued  fight  for  clemency  and  Senate  Hearing 
Investigations.  The  last  half  of  the  meeting  was  used  to  discuss  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Chiapas  Food  Drive. 

CIVIL  DISOBEDIENCE 

While  we  must  continue,  as  Ramsey  Clark  advised,  to  write  letters 
regarding  executive  clemency,  getting  Leonard  transferred  to  the  Mayo 
Clinic,  getting  Leonard's  case  back  into  the  courts,  and  initiating  Senate 
Hearings,  it  was  also  decided  that  we  must  take  Leonard's  case  to  the 
streets  using  civil  disobedience.  Without  this  all  of  our  strategies  will 
go  without  notice  as  they  have  for  all  of  these  years. 

The  first  date  we  will  be  planning  civil  disobedience  will  be  December 
23rd.  We  want  to  disrupt  the  busiest  shopping  day  of  the  year,  hitting 
corporations  in  the  pocket  book  and  bringing  much  needed  attention  to 
Leonard's  case. 

The  next  date  will  be  on  February  6th,  1999.  On  this  day  we  will  be  doing 
civil  disobedience  internationally  in  our  communities. 

LAW  SCHOOLS 

We  will  be  contacting  law  schools  and  law  professors  asking  them  to  study 
Leonard's  case  and  find  ways  by  which  we  can  get  it  back  into  the  courts. 

We  will  provide  a letter  that  supporters  can  present  to  schools  in  their 
communities  doing  this.  It  has  been  agreed  that  Criminal  Attorney,  Tony 
Serra  will  argue  the  case  once  it  is  back  in  the  courts. 

HEALTH 

Leonard  continues  to  be  in  excruciating  pain  because  of  treatment  he 
received  on  his  jaw  at  the  Springfield  Medical  Facility.  He  can  not  open 
his  mouth  enough  to  bite  or  chew  his  food,  nor  can  he  close  his  mouth 
completely.  Besides  the  fact  that  the  constant  pain  is  torturous,  this 
condition  could  prove  to  be  life  threatening  if  infection  should  occur.  We 
will  continue  to  write  prison  officials  urging  them  to  transfer  Leonard  to 
the  Mayo  Clinic  (NOT  SPRINGFIELD)  for  treatment.  Again,  this  will  be 
backed  by  civil  disobedience. 

SENATE  HEARINGS 

We  are  continuing  to  ask  Peltier  supporters  to  contact  their  senate  and 
congress  people,  encouraging  them  to  push  for  senate  hearing  investigations 
that  would  expose  the  illegal  involvement  of  the  FBI  in  the  Pine  Ridge 
murders  and  the  incarceration  of  Leonard  Peltier.  We  are  also  doing 
research  trying  to  find  the  best  way  to  ensure  that  the  investigations 
happen.  Not  all  Congress  people  have  the  authority  to  initiate 
investigations,  though  their  support  is  definitely  needed.  We  are 
researching  exactly  which  committees  and  subcommittees  have  this  authority 
and  the  most  strategic  route  to  take  in  making  sure  the  investigations 


happen.  (If  you  have  information  that  could  help  us  with  this  please 
contact  the  office).  We  will  soon  give  an  update  on  this. 

EXECUTIVE  CLEMENCY 

As  you  probably  know,  we  have  been  waiting  five  years  to  hear  from  Clinton 
regarding  Leonard's  petition  for  clemency.  We  have  hundreds  of  copies  of  a 
form  letter  which  his  office  sends  out  when  people  write  to  him  about 
Leonard.  These  letters  are  the  same  word  for  word  and  tell  us  nothing. 
Again,  civil  disobedience  may  be  the  only  way  we  can  get  them  to  take  us 
seriously. 

LEONARD  PELTIER  CHIAPAS  FOOD  DRIVE 

Keith  Me  Henry  led  a meeting  about  the  food  drive  for  Chiapas.  A different 
caravan  bringing  humanitarian  aide  to  Chiapas  will  be  leaving  at  the  end  of 
Duly.  After  we  find  out  how  their  trip  went  and  what  kind  of  Visas  they 
had  to  obtain  we  will  be  able  to  make  more  definite  plans.  So  far  we  know 
that  people  will  be  gathering  in  front  of  Leavenworth  prison  on  September 
10th.  Then  people  will  gather  in  Brownsville,  Texas  on  the  12th  and  leave 
for  Chiapas  where  they  will  arrive  on  September  16th.  We  are  asking 
people  to  organize  events  to  raise  funds  to  buy  food  from  local  farmers  in 
Chiapas.  For  more  information  contact  Keith  M 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Dul  15  01:00:38  1998 
Date:  Tue,  14  Dul  1998  19:30:18  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.029 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  AisesNet  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 
http : //www . igc . org/ igc/ en/ h 1/98070912 574/h 14. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"In  this  world  the  Great  Father  has  given  to  the  white  man  everything  and 
to  the  Indian  nothing.  But  it  will  not  always  be  thus.  In  another  world 
the  Indian  shall  be  as  the  white  man  and  the  white  man  as  the  Indian. 

To  the  Indian  will  be  given  wisdom  and  power,  and  the  white  man  shall  be 
helpless  and  unknowing  with  only  the  bow  and  arrow." 

"....I  leave  you  with  this  word:  Be  of  good  heart.  Even  though  the  old 
days  are  gone,  never  to  come  again,  still  be  of  good  heart.  A better 
day  will  dawn  for  your  people.  The  old  days  will  never  be  again,  even 
as  a man  will  never  again  be  a child.  Manhood  brings  sorrow  and  sorrow 
wisdom.  Wise  through  sorrow  will  be  your  people,  journeyed  to  the  west 
for  tidings  of  hope.  You  sought  the  Father  in  the  land  of  sinking  sun. 
The  hope  you  brought  of  the  old  life  was  not  as  the  dawn-light,  but  as 
the  after-glow  of  sunset  skies." 

"Now  look  for  the  new  day  and  new  ways.  In  the  land  where  the  sun  rises 
the  Indians  have  friends.  Not  westward,  but  eastward  seek  the  coming  of 
light.  May  the  words  of  our  peoples  be  placed  into  the  books  and  echo 
to  every  human  the  message,  "look  for  the  new  day!""...." 

Short  Bull,  Dakota 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Normally  do  not  prolong  a discussion  more  than  a couple  of  weeks.  By  then 
most  readers  have  come  to  a decision  regarding  the  "truth".  I have  agreed 
to  include  this  one  last  comment  from  John  Berry,  who  felt  there  were  some 
great  inaccuracies  in  last  week's  issue  regarding  the  Osage.  Not  in  the 
form  of  an  argument  or  defense  of  my  teacher  I will  remind  all  the  bottom 
line  is  there  are  Osage  in  danger  of  being  written  off  with  a bureaucratic 
stroke  of  the  pen. 

I also  refer  readers  to  the  first  article  in  this  issue  which  contains 
comments  specific  to  this  issue  plus  the  original  article  from  issue  06.027 
which  includes  special  instructions  for  the  Osage  initiative  petition. 


From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu 
Gary? 

Why  are  you  printing  things  like  this???  This  person  obviously 
doesn't  know  what  they  are  talking  about.  This  deserves  a published 
correction ! 

See  *asterisked*  section  below. 

There's  approx.  12,000  Osages  and  way  more  than  20  speakers. 

| Dust  an  FYI.  Best,  Dohn  Berry 

\ j / Oklahoma 

"This  past  week  my  teacher  shared  the  following  response  to  Deb's 
letter : 

Deb  states  she  is  not  extinct.  This  is  good.  I am  very  happy  she  is 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


not.  But  for  the  over  300  tribes  who  are  *and  probably  more  that  we 
don't  know  of*,  those  people  are. 

**With  only  20  Osages  left  (and  ten  of  those  declared  incompetent) 
that  tribe  too,  shall  shortly  be  "extinct".** 


Thank  you  for  the  correction,  John. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I have  received  a couple  of  very  noteworthy  language  learning  booklets 
to  share  with  you.  While  neither  may  be  your  ideal,  I can  promise  you  can 
learn  rudiments  of  the  associated  language  with  each,  and  have  fun  doing  so. 

The  first,  we  picked  up  at  a powwow  in  Northeast  Alabama. 

"Cherokee  Words  with  Pictures"  by  Mary  Ulmer  Chiltoskey 

Library  of  Congress  card  catalog  # 72-76716 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Cherokee  Historical  Association, 

Cherokee,  NC  or  from  the  Cherokee  National  Historical  Society, 
Tahlequah,  OK  phone:918  456  6007 

Basic  English  to  Cherokee  (Eastern  dialect)  dictionary  with  some 
line  drawings  and  some  basic  sentence  structure. 

"How  to  Talk  Trash  in  Cherokee"  by  Don  Grooms  and  John  Oocumma 
(c)  Downhome  Publishing  Company,  1618  NW  6th  Ave,  Gainesville,  FL  32603 
or  Rt  1,  Box  109,  Cherokee,  NC  28719 
Perhaps  a bit  risque  for  many,  but  tons  of  fun.  This  booklet  assumes 
you  are  a english  speaking  male  tourist  hitting  on  a Cherokee  lady 
during  a bus  tour  of  the  Qualla  Boundary.  All  travel  guides  should 
be  so  entertaining. 

The  next  were  booklets  sent  to  me  by  Robert  Boulay,  Program  Officer, 

Native  Citizen's  Programs,  Dept  of  Canadian  Heritage,  and  are  great  line 
drawing  illustrated  guides  to  the  Walpole  dialect  Ojibwe  language. 

ALL  available  from  Walpole  Island  Language  Centre,  P 0 Box  423, 
Wallaceburg,  ONT  N8A  4X1  phone:  519  627  4833 
"Mkoons  Baa  Geewse" 

An  illustrated  story  with  english  translations  at  the  back  of  the  book. 
"Kokibinaagnike" 

Basket  weaving  instructions  with  context  intense  illustrations  and 
english  translations  at  the  back  of  the  book. 

"Weseenyag" 

Illustrated  guide  to  animal  names  with  english  translations  at  the  back 
of  the  book. 

All  of  the  aforementioned  Cherokee  and  Ojibwe  language  booklets  have  the 
neat  trick  of  forcing  you  to  begin  to  think  in  the  language  being  taught 
instead  of  trying  to  transliterate  to  or  from  english. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 


keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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-  — "RE:  Osage  Q & A Dialog" 

From:  RATheis2@aol.com 
Date:  Sun,  12  Dul  1998  12:32:22  EDT 
Sub j : Osage  Q & A dialog 

UUCP  email 

Gary  NiteOwl, 

I am  forwarding  to  you  the  post  I received  from  Dale.  I would  appreciate 
your  posting  any  information  you  thought  might  help  our  cause  in  the  paper. 

The  present  Osage  Tribal  Council  mindset  is  the  same  it  has  been  for 
many  years.  We  only  got  elected  to  office  this  past  Dune  1 two  new 
members.  One  has  told  me  they  are  proceeding  toward  a new  membership  roll. 
But  two  votes  against  seven  doesn't  carry  a resolution,  that  is  the  form 
of  government  set  up  under  the  Osage  Act  of  1906.  They  are  afraid  of 
change,  it  might  upset  the  "apple  cart".  It  was  good  enough  for  their 
forefathers,  it  has  been  good  enough  for  them,  so  they  say  that  their 
children  and  grandchildren  can  wait  until  they  die  to  "inherit"  the  right 
to  vote  and  have  a say  in  the  Osage  government.  That  is  not  democratic, 
that  is  not  a persons  human  rights  under  the  constitution  of  the  U.S.,  so 
it  is  a fight  to  the  finish  to  save  the  Osage  tribe  before  the  last 
original  allottee  dies.  You  know  well  what  has  happened  to  other  tribes 
in  the  past,  what  is  happening  now,  and  anyone  who  knows  what  goes  on  in 
Washington  knows  that  if  they  can  "cut"  spending  in  whatever  manner,  they 
will  do  it.  If  they  cut  off  their  trust  responsibility  to  the  Osage,  it's 

no  skin  off  their  nose but  it  sure  is  for  all  that  depend  on  their 

quarterly  check  for  survival,  and  the  jobs  that  will  be  lost  when  the  BIA 
pulls  out  of  the  Osage  Agency. 

Prior  to  the  demise  of  the  Osage  Nation  Government  in  Sept.  1997,  we  had 
set  up  a membership  roll  with  over  5,000  already  signed  up,  both 
shareholders  and  non-shareholders.  To  date  the  Osage  Tribal  Council  has 
not  even  made  an  attempt  to  establish  a new  membership  roll.  They  say,  we 
are  moving  in  that  direction,  but  I have  never  seen  a resolution  or 
anything  in  writing  that  they  were  even  thinking  about  it. 

I hope,  along  with  Dale's  post,  this  will  enlighten  your  knowledge  of 
what  is  happening  here  on  the  Osage  Reservation. 

Best  regards, 

Raymond  Theis  7/12/98,  11:32  a.m.,  CDT. 
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- Prisoners'  Dustice  Day 

- Poem:  A Nation's  Shame 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Inspiration:  Screeching  Eagle 

- Poem:  U-SAy 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


From:  Wanige@aol.com 

To:  RATheis2@aol.com 

Sub  j : Re:  Osage  Q & A dialog 

Date:  Sat,  11  Dul  1998  12:31:58  EDT 

Hello  again; 

I hope  you  don't  mind,  but  I forwarded  the  question  & answer  exchange 
between  the  two  of  us  to  a friend  who  publishes  Wotanging  Ikche  Native 
American  News.  I felt  the  points  we  covered  would  answer  questions  that 
others  may  have,  as  well,  which  could  lead  to  better  understanding  & more 
support  of  your  petition. 

You  might  want  to  contact  my  friend  yourself,  to  let  him  know  whether  it 
would  be  okay  to  print  our  exchange  in  his  newsletter.  Dust  send  an  e-mail 
to:  gars@netcom.com  (I'm  sure  he  would  welcome  any  updates  you  may  want  to 
send  his  way,  also) . 

In  Brotherhood, 

Dale  Mitchell 

- From  issue  06.027 

RE:  Special  Instructions  on  Osage  Initiative  Petition 

Date:  Mon,  29  Dun  1998  01:04:23  EDT 
From:  MaDark@aol.com 

Sub j : Fwd:  Special  Instructions  on  Osage  Initiative  Petition 

My  friends  - The  fate  of  the  Osage  Nation  is  in  danger.  I am  asking  that  you 
post  this  urgent  information  so  that  all  Osage  will  know. 

MaryAnn 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  WmBattles@aol.com 

Please  alert  all  you  know  or  come  into  contact  with...  this  is  most  urgent  to 
the  survival  on  an  Indian  Nation....  with  quickest  dispatch...  I ask  for  your 
assistance  in  making  this  issue  well  known  to  the  Osage  people...  enrolled  and 
not  enrolled...  Shareholder  and  non-shareholder...  There  will  likely  never 
again  be  another  opportunity  for  this  tribe  to  have  this  opportunity  to 
reunite  its  people.... 

Thank  you  for  your  thoughts  and  assistance 

Bill  Battles and  please  do  not  hesitate  to  pass  this  on.... 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Sat,  27  Dun  1998  14:39:27  EDT 
From:  RATheis2@aol.com 

Dear  Osage  Friends, 

If  someone  on  the  mailing  list  is  not  Osage  or  does  not  wish  to  receive 
postings  regarding  the  Osage  Nation,  please  contact  me  and  I will  remove 
your  name  from  the  mailing  list.  I do  not  wish  to  offend  or  have  anyone 
who  does  not  wish  to  be  contacted  on  my  list. 

To  my  knowledge,  as  of  this  date  the  Osage  Tribal  Council  has  not  come 
up  with  any  document  that  will  preserve  the  Osage  Tribe  by  means  of  a new 
membership  roll.  Therefore,  an  Osage  attorney  has  prepared  an  "Initiative 
Petition"  that  we  are  asking  all  Osages,  shareholders  and  non-shareholders, 
over  the  age  of  18-years  to  sign.  This  petition  will  in  no  manner 
infringe  on  or  effect  the  minerals  estate  in  any  form.  It  will  though, 
begin  the  process  whereby  the  Osage  Tribe  will  have  a chance  to  remain  a 
federally  recognized  tribe.  Many  Osages  that  are  not  able  to  keep  updated 
regularly  on  what  is  happening  with  the  tribe,  which  are  those  that  are 
non-shareholders  living  off  the  Osage  Reservation,  do  not  know  of  what 
might  happen  when  the  last  original  allottee  dies.  Some  do  not  wish  to 
believe  that  the  U.  S.  Government  would  really  want  to  dissolve  their 
trust  responsibility  to  the  Osage  People.  Every  lawyer  and  knowledgeable 
Osage  that  I have  talked  with  tells  me  that  the  Osage  Act  of  1906  was  just 
written  for  the  2,229  original  allottees....  and  no  one  else.  Another 
original  allottee  passed  away  this  month.  This  leaves  only  20  remaining 


and  the  youngest  will  be  92-years  old  this  year.  I have  been  informed 
that  only  half  of  these  are  competent.  When  the  last  original  allottee 
dies  the  government  could  easily  say  that  they  do  not  recognize  ANY  Osages, 
shareholders  or  non-shareholders,  and  then  the  trust  responsibility  would 
CEASE.  I do  not  believe  that  there  is  one  Osage  who  would  want  to  see 
this  happen.  When  you  sign  this  "Initiative  Petition"  you  are  sending  a 
message  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  Congress  that  you  are  an 
Osage  and  you  want  to  be  recognized.  Please  sign  the  petition  and  help  us 
save  our  Osage  Tribe. 

It  is  very  simple  and  easy  for  you  to  get  a petition.  If  you  have  a 
computer  or  a friend  has  a computer,  go  to  the  following  website  and  read 
about  the  petition  and  then  near  the  bottom  of  that  page  you  just  "click" 
on  where  it  will  say,  "For  a version  of  this  Petition  which  you  can  print 
out  on  your  printer,".  All  who  will  be  receiving  this  message,  of  course, 
will  have  a computer.  We  are  asking  you  to  make  several  copies  of  the 
petition,  take  them  to  your  Osage  relatives  and  friends,  ask  them  to  sign 
them,  and  then  mail  the  filled  out  petition  back  to  me  at  the  following 
address : 

Raymond  A.  Theis,  II 

2640  Evergreen  Dr. 

Bartlesville  OK  74006-4702 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  any  assistance  with  this  process,  you  can 
contact  me  at: 

(918)  333-4073,  telephone/FAX,  or  by  e-mail:  RATheis2@aol.com 

A very  good  and  compassionate  Osage  friend  by  the  name  of  Charles  W. 
Campbell  has  created  and  is  the  webmaster  of  the  Official  Osage  Nation 
Homepage.  He  has  provided  information  over  the  past  many  months 
regarding  the  Osage  situation  and  then  the  OTC  election  of  Dune  1,  1998. 

He  has  now  set  up  one  page  that  will  make  it  convenient  for  you  to  read 
the  instructions  and  then  print  out  a copy  of  the  petition  directly  from 
his  website.  One  thing  to  remember  is  that  ONLY  a hard  copy  original  can 
be  signed  by  Osages  and  then  returned  to  me.  After  you  have  copied  the 
petition  from  your  computer,  please  cut  off  the  writing  at  the  very  top  of 
the  page  and  then  at  the  line  indicated  at  the  end  of  the  petition.  Then 
make  an  8 1/2  X 11  inch  copy  at  a print  shop,  or  if  you  have  some  "white 
out"  you  can  use  that  and  then  make  a copy.  We  want  the  signed  petitions 
to  be  "without"  any  signs  of  removal  of  written  words  on  them.  This  could 
make  them  "not  valid"  when  the  count  of  names  is  submitted  by  petition. 

The  following  is  the  website  where  you  can  go  to  make  a copy  of  the 
petition . 

http://www.northrim.net/bgbiller/petition . html 
Remember....  we  are  all  Osages.  And  all  Osages  should  be  able  to  become 
members  of  the  tribe.  Knowing  this,  how  can  you  NOT  sign  the  petition. 

Pray  that  we  can  continue  to  be  the  Osage  Tribe  of  Oklahoma a 

federally  recognized  tribe,  not  one  that  the  government  can  just  wipe  off 
their  records  by  the  sweep  of  a pen.  They  did  this  to  the  Osage  Nation 

Government they  can  do  this  to  the  Osage  Tribe  of  Oklahoma. 

Blessings,  peace,  and  strength. 

Thank  you 

Raymond  A.  Theis,  II 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

To:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Osage  petition 

Date:  Fri,  10  Dul  1998  16:30:26  EDT 

Thank  you  for  your  inquiry.  I will  try  and  answer  all  your  questions. 

The  Osage  "Tribe"  of  Oklahoma  is  Federally-recognized....  the  Osage 
Nation  was  the  1994  constitutional  form  of  government  that  ALL  Osages 
voted  in,  but  a 10th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  Denver  rendered  a 
decision  that  it  as  valid,  thereby  Ada  Deer  sent  a letter  to  Pres.  George 
Tallchief  of  the  Osage  Nation  informing  him  that  we  were  de-recognized. 

No,  these  will  still  be  Osages  that  are  descendants  of  those  whose  names 
appeared  on  the  original  roll  that  started  in  1906  and  was  finished  in 
1907.  We  aren't  trying  to  create  new  Osages,  just  get  all  those  who  are 


not  shareholders  the  constitutional  right  under  the  U.  S.  Constitution  to 
have  a vote  and  a say  in  their  government.  It  will  in  no  way  infringe  on 
the  minerals  estate,  but  will  begin  the  process  to  establish  a new 
membership  roll  for  all  Osages.  Right  now,  today,  there  are  only  20 
original  allottees  living.  The  youngest  is  92  this  year.  When  the  last 
one  of  them  dies,  technically  the  U.  S.  Government  does  not  have  any 
further  trust  responsibility  to  the  Osage  Tribe. 

The  only  persons  who,  and  I am  sure  they  might  only  be  a few  "older" 
ones,  might  be  against  it  would  be  shareholders.  They  are  kinda  like  the 
OLD  Tribal  Council,  they  didn't  want  to  change  anything  about  the  1906  Act 
because  they  had  this  hard  headed  attitude  that  if  you  mess  with  anything 
you  might  mess  it  up.  In  the  1994  constitutional  election,  66%  of  ALL 

Osages,  shareholders  and  non-shareholders  vote  in  the  new  government 

that  speaks  for  itself. 

This  is  the  big  problem.  The  present  council  and  some  shareholders  do 
not  understand  or  even  believe  that  the  "great  white  father"  would  turn 
them  out  to  pasture.  You  and  I,  and  about  4,000  other  Osages,  know  they 
will.  They  are  always  looking  for  ways  to  cut  their  budget.  This  would 
be  a simple  one....  let  the  last  one  on  the  present  roll  die...  and 
that's  it.  If  you  haven't  read  the  1906  Act,  which  by  the  way  was  written 
by  Congress,  the  Osages  fought  against  doing  it  for  years,  but  finally 
gave  in.  I could  mail  you,  via  snail  mail  the  mail  page,  I don't  think  I 
have  it  anywhere  in  my  files,  although  I will  take  a look.  But  you  can 
find  a basic  overview  I wrote  at  the  following  website,  also  you  might 
check  out  the  Official  Osage  Nation  Homepage  for  additional  information. 

The  sits  are: 

http: //www. geocities . com/Heart land/B luffs /8929  and 

http: //www. north rim . com/osage -nation/ 

When  I was  a councilman  on  the  Osage  National  Council,  we  had  written  and 
passed  a bill  on  membership.  We  had  signed  up  over  5,000  Osages  on  it 
before  Ada  Deer  de-recongized  us.  These  were  the  Osages  that  voted  in  the 
second  election  of  the  Osage  Nation  in  1996.  So  we  were  up  and  running 
with  the  potential  of  having  over  18,000  Osages  on  the  new  membership  roll. 

The  Osage  Tribal  Council  has  NEVER  made  an  attempt  to  prepare  or  send  a 
new  membership  roll  to  Washington.  They  are  just  gonna  sit  back  and  play 
out  their  hand....  but  what  they  don't  realize,  or  even  think  about  is, 
that  when  that  hand  is  played  out,  they  will  be  out.  There  won't  be  an 
Osage  Tribal  Council,  there  won't  be  any  BIA  presence  in  Pawhuska,  and 
hundreds  of  Osages  will  be  out  of  jobs.  They  just  don't  plain  care.  I 
have  tried  for  over  8 years  to  get  them  to  bring  in  some  new  economic 
development  for  the  tribe.  Proposals  have  been  presented  to  them  and  all 
they  did  was  say,  "we  will  have  to  check  further  into  it  before  we  make  a 
decision".  Osage  have  brought  proposals  to  them,  as  well  as  non-Indians. 
They  are  so  set  in  their  ways  they  are  AFRAID  to  rock  the  boat.  They  had 
better  get  to  rockin'  or  they  won't  have  anything  left  to  rock. 

I have  just  as  much  Cherokee  blood  in  me  as  Osage,  as  far  as  blood 
quantum  is  concerned.  I have  never  signed  up  on  the  Cherokee  roll  here  in 
Oklahoma,  but  am  considering  it  if  the  present  council  doesn't  take  some 
positive  action  on  membership.  I have  traced  my  Cherokee  heritage  way 
back,  so  I would  have  no  problem  doing  this.  I do  know  about  how  other 
tribes  have  done  there  memberships  also. 

What  you  say  regarding  the  "Overlooked  Band  of  Osage  Indians"  has  been 
discussed  extensively  by  our  group  who  is  presently  pushing  for  the 
petition.  If  the  present  council  wishes  to  stay  separate  from  those  non- 
shareholders, it  would  be  fine  with  us  and  we  would  establish  a separate 
band  or  group.  But  we  wanted  to  give  the  present  council  the  chance,  once 
again,  to  consider  our  proposal.  We  plan  on  presenting  all  the  petitions 
we  receive  to  them  as  the  desire  of  Osages  to  have  a new  membership  roll. 

If  they  do  not  accept  it  then  we  are  on  our  way  to  Congress  and  the 
President.  Because  Congress,  or  at  least  the  DOI  will  say,  did  you  give 
your  present  government  the  opportunity  to  address  this  issue.  And  we  can 
say  yes.  Then  Congress  will  have  to  address  our  petition  and  begin  the 
process  of  creating  a new  membership  roll. 

I know  this  has  been  long,  but  I wanted  to  answer  your  questions  the 
best  I could.  I think  if  you  go  to  the  websites  I indicated  above  that  it 


will  help  you  better  understand  what  has  been  going  on.  But,  it  you  still 
have  questions,  please  contact  me  again  and  I will  do  my  best  to  answer 
those  also. 

Best  regards, 

Ray  A.  Theis,  II 

"RE : stop  the  War"  

Date:  Mon,  06  Dul  1998  14:47:03  -0700 
From:  Arturo  Espana  <moonlight@igc.org> 

Sub j : STOP  THE  WAR 

ORIGINALLY  PUBLISHED  IN  SPANISH  IN  MEXICO 
IN  SEVERAL  NEWSPAPERS  INCLUDING  LA  UORNADA 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  SPANISH  BY  irlandesa  FOR  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

STOP  THE  WAR  FOR  PEACE  WITH  HUSTICE  AND  DIGNITY 

To  international  civil  society 

To  the  people  and  governments  of  the  world 

To  the  communications  media 

To  defend  Chiapas  is  to  defend  a space  for  liberty  for  all. 

The  Mexican  government  has  unleashed  open  warfare  against  the  indigenous 
rebel  communities  of  Chiapas.  The  assassination,  at  the  hands  of  police 
officers  and  soldiers,  of  unarmed  campesinos  in  the  dismantling  of  the 
Autonomous  Municipality  San  Duan  de  la  Libertad  last  Dune  10,  creates  a 
serious  situation  in  which  the  government  has  opted  for  a military 
solution  to  the  conflict.  The  expulsion  of  international  observers  (more 
than  150  so  far  this  year),  along  with  the  new  regulations  imposed  by  the 
I.N.M.,  is  attempting  to  prevent  the  presence  of  witnesses  in  the  conflict 
zone  denouncing  the  continuous  violations  of  the  peoples'  human  rights,  as 
Amnesty  International  and  Human  Rights  Watch  have  also  noted.  As  well  as 
the  Mexican  Government's  refusal  to  allow  the  presence  of  the 
International  Red  Cross.  The  resignation  of  Samuel  Ruiz  as  president  of 
the  CONAI,  and  the  subsequent  dissolution  of  that  intermediation  body, 
reveals  the  impossibility  of  negotiation  as  long  as  the  government  shows 
no  real  willingness  for  dialogue.  In  Chiapas  there  are  more  than  17,000 
persons  displaced  due  to  the  violence  of  the  war,  more  than  20 
paramilitary  groups  acting  with  complete  impunity  and  a hundred  political 
prisoners.  In  spite  of  this  offensive,  and  the  fact  that  the  government 
does  not  carry  out  the  San  Andres  Accords,  civil  resistance  in  the 
communities  is  maintained.  The  force  of  the  word  responds  to  the 
government's  violence.  38  Autonomous  Municipalities  are  the  communities' 
answer  to  the  government's  failure  to  carry  out  the  Accords.  It  is  an 
emergency  situation.  The  government  found  the  moment  opportune  for  death. 
Pressure  from  civil  society  caused  the  Mexican  government  to  stop  the  war 
twice  before.  One  more  time  the  communities  ask  us  DO  NOT  LEAVE  US  ON  OUR 
OWN! 

+ We  call  for  the  presence  of  international  observers  in 

Chiapas.  The  defense  of  life  does  not  know  migration  forms  or  borders. 

+ We  call  for  solidarity  with  the  refugees  of  war  who  will 
not  accept  government  assistance. 

+ We  call  on  the  groups  and  institutions  of  civil  society  to 

unite  with  the  38  Autonomous  Municipalities  for  recognition,  defense  and 

the  legitimization  of  their  existence,  and  to  guarantee  their  survival. 

+ We  call  on  the  European  Union  and  the  governments  and  institutions  who 
have  signed  accords  with  the  Mexican  Government  to  make  their  ratification 
dependent  on  the  observance  of  human  rights,  establishing  mechanisms  so 
that  they  will  not  become  dead  letters. 

It  is  only  through  the  carrying  out  of  the  following  conditions  that  a 
door  to  peace  will  be  able  to  be  opened. 

+ Carrying  out  of  the  San  Andres  Accords. 

+ Defense  of  the  law  designed  by  the  COCOPA  concerning  Indigenous  Rights 
and  Culture. 


+ Freedom  of  the  prisoners. 

+ Withdrawal  of  the  Army  and  an  end  to  the  military  harassment  of  the 
communities,  as  the  United  Nations'  Commission  on  Human  Rights  has 
requested . 

+ Return  of  the  displaced  to  their  communities. 

+ Presence  of  a Permanent  Observation  Post  in  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas 

for  the  observance  and  guardianship  of  human  rights,  open  to  participation 
by  Mexican  and  international  civil  society. 

+ Guarantees  for  the  presence  of  the  observers  and  the  withdrawal  of  the 
rules  governing  them. 

+ Cancellation  of  all  expulsion  orders  of  international  observers. 

Attention  to  Chiapas.  In  the  new  world  which  we  want,  defense 
of  rebel  dignity  is  the  affirmation  of  humanity,  of  life  confronting  the 
power  of  death.  Only  the  voice  of  everyone  will  allow  hope  for  the 
creation  of  a world  where  all  worlds  belong. 

Dune  5,  1998 

The  12  peace  observers  expelled  in  1997,  Michel  Sabato,  Travis  Loller, 
Deff  Conant,  Marta  Sanchez  Zaragoza,  Ana  Lopez,  Dulen  Cobos,  Olga  Claveria, 
Marion  Landis,  Sara  Baillrsgeon,  Dulie  Marquette,  Gautier  Lambot,  Dominique 
Berger  (expelled  from  Taniperla),  the  three  expelled  from  the  community  10 
de  abril,  the  eight  persons  expelled  in  1996,  the  132  Italians  . 
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"RE : Apache  Housing  Seniors  Complex"  

Date:  Tue,  7 Dul  1998  22:08:57  -0600 
From:  Liz  Pollard  <lpollard@smokesig.com> 

Sub j : Apache  Tribal  Housing  Breaks  Ground  for  Seniors  Complex 
Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

PRESS  RELEASE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  PRESS  RELEASE 

CONTACTS:  PATSY  GRUMMAN  (USDA)  405-742-1070  - WAYNE  SIMS  (HUD)  405-553-7520 
DUKE  H.  TSOODLE  (HOUSING  AUTHORITY,  APACHE  TRIBE)  405-247-7305 
VISION  BECOMES  REALITY  FOR  APACHE  TRIBAL  HOUSING  - ALL  TRIBES  TO  BENEFIT 
ANADARKO,  OK  - A groundbreaking  celebration  on  Wednesday,  Duly  1,  1998 
begins  construction  for  a project  that  had  its  beginning  in  lost  dreams, 
broken  promises,  and  deep  disappointment.  In  the  early  90's  the  Housing 
Authority  of  the  Apache  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  lost  funding  for  a low-income 
housing  project  when  Congress  cut  the  budget  and  bids  for 
construction  of  the  project  came  in  too  late  and  too  high. 

"The  only  thing  saved  from  the  lost  project  was  a piece  of  land",  says 
Duke  H.  Tsoodle,  Executive  Director  of  the  Authority.  The  battle  had  only 
begun  with  the  loss  of  the  project.  Three  years  of  frustration  followed: 
the  Housing  Authority  was  not  funded  for  the  last  round  of  Mutual  Help 
low-income  housing  in  1997,  they  were  not  successful  applicants  for  the 
last  round  of  HOME  funds  and  the  waiting  lists  for  all  types  of  housing 
increased  to  over  200  families.  With  just  a hope  and  a prayer,  the  Housing 
Authority  applied  to  USDA  - Rural  Development  for  a Section  515  Rural 
Rental  Housing  Loan.  There  would  be  monies  for  one  loan  under  this  program 
in  the  entire  state  for  1998  and  there  had  never  been  a Housing  Authority 
as  an  applicant. 

Today  Charles  P.  Rainbolt,  State  Director,  USDA  Rural  Development, 
presented  a check  for  $974,728  toward  the  $1,047,575  project  and  approved 
24  units  of  Rental  Assistance  for  very  low  and  low  income  elderly  and 
disabled  tribal  members.  The  apartment  complex  will  be  called 


Koon-Kah-Na-I-Sha  'Apache  Camp'  and  will  be  managed  by  the  Housing 
Management  Department  of  the  Housing  Authority.  The  success  of  the  Apache 
Tribe  in  this  comeback  should  offer  encouragement  to  the  other  557 
federally  recognized  tribes  and  200  Housing  Authorities  across  the  nation. 

"Koon-Kah-Na-I-Sha  is  an  extraordinary  project/'  said  Rainbolt,  "The 
Apache  Tribe  worked  very  hard  to  make  this  project  a reality  and  Rural 
Development  is  proud  to  forge  this  partnership  with  the  Tribe  and  Housing 
Authority."  The  project  contains  twenty-four  one  and  two-bedroom  units  of 
housing  for  the  elderly  and  disabled.  The  complex  will  also  house  a 
community  center  which  will  become  the  Apache  Center  For  Creative  Living. 
Within  the  center  the  residents,  family  and  friends  can  enjoy  planned 
activities,  gatherings,  and  continued  education  from  the  satellite  link 
with  educational  facilities.  Tenants  will  also  enjoy  a petting  zoo, 
gardens  and  a greenhouse.  Residents  can  look  forward  to  growing  plants  that 
will  be  used  to  beautify  the  grounds  of  the  complex. 

Another  "first  of  a kind"  feature  of  this  development  will  be  a petting 
zoo.  The  zoo  is  the  result  of  a partnership  between  the  authority  and  the 
Little  River  Zoo  in  Norman,  OK,  plus  private  donations.  The  zoo  will 
provide  small  animals  on  a rotating  basis.  These  "at-risk  babies"  will  be 
given  special  attention  and  cuddling  by  the  tenants  of  the  center.  Seed 
funds  for  the  zoo  came  from  McClain  County  Bank  through  Sharon  Wise,  tribal 
lending  specialist,  and  private  donations.  Ms.  Wise  will  present  a check 
during  the  groundbreaking  ceremony. 

Wayne  Sims,  Administrator,  Office  of  Native  American  Programs  for  HUD, 
states  "This  development  exemplifies  what  a true  'partnership'  is  all 
about.  In  1996,  Congress  enacted  the  Native  American  Housing  and 
Self-Determination  Act  which  allows  tribes  to  make  their  own  decisions 
concerning  housing,  instead  of  fitting  it  into  a standard  mold.  The  act 
also  relies  heavily  on  tribes  using  their  grant  funds  in  combination  with 
other  funding  and  leveraging  their  funds  to  make  the  outcome  more 
productive.  The  Apaches  are  a golden  example  of  the  intent  of  this  Act." 

The  Housing  Authority  is  making  a name  for  itself  in  cyberspace,  too. 
Visit  them  at  their  website,  located  at  http://www.apachehousing.org  to  get 
an  idea  of  the  other  projects  it  has  on  the  boards,  as  well  as  some  of  the 
awards  it  has  won.  One  of  the  latter  is  recognition  by  the  National  Housing 
Institute  as  "Community  Development  Site  of  the  Month" 
for  the  month  of  Dune,  1998.  As  such,  the  site  will  be  featured  in  the 
Institute's  magazine  "Shelterforce"  as  an  excellent  on-line  resource  for 
housing  and  development  professionals. 

For  further  info,  contact  Liz  Pollard,  Webmaster  and  Publicist,  at 
(405)247-2251. 

Elizabeth  "Liz"  Pollard 
Smoke  Signals  Enterprises 
Email:  lpollard@smokesig.com 
On  the  Web:  http://www.smokesig.com 

Co-author:  "Liz  & Bob's  Web  Builder's  Guide."  Download  this  powerful 
resource  manual  for  integrated  campus  and  electronic  marketing 
communications  from  the  Web!  (http://www.smokesig.com) 

Promotions  for  American  Indian  Exposition:  http://www.indianexpo.org 
Other  sites  include: 

Moccasin  Telegraph:  http://www.indianexpo.org/moccasin.html 
Housing  Authority  of  the  Apache  Tribe:  http://www.apachehousing.org 
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KELOWNA,  B.C.  (CP)  - One  of  Canada's  wealthiest  First  Nations  signed  a 
self-government  agreement  with  the  federal  government  Wednesday  but  not 
everyone  is  happy. 

If  Westbank  band  members  ratify  the  agreement-in-principle,  the  band  will 
gain  broad  powers  similar  to  a municipality  to  enact  bylaws  in  areas  such 
as  taxation,  rent  increases,  business  licences,  agriculture,  public  works, 
land  management  and  law  enforcement. 

Some  non-aboriginal  residents,  even  some  band  members,  aren't  happy  about 
the  power  shift.  The  band  now  needs  approval  from  the  Indian  and  Northern 
Affairs  to  make  such  changes. 

The  Westbank  reserve  sits  on  prime  real  estate  beside  Kelowna  in  the  heart 
of  the  Okanagan  Valley,  a tourism  and  retirement  mecca  known  for  its  fruit 
and  wine  industries.  Though  it  has  only  300  members,  the  band  is  landlord 
to  some  7,000  non-native  residents  who  lease  property  on  the  reserve.  The 
situation  has  led  to  friction.  A tenant  at  a trailer  park  on  the  reserve 
was  evicted  for  challenging  an  illegal  interest  fee  in  a rental  contract. 

In  another  case,  residents  of  a home  development  hit  by  two  rent  hikes  in  a 
year  found  they  had  no  recourse  except  appeals  to  Indian  Affairs. 

The  self-government  agreement  could  make  those  kinds  of  problems  easier 
to  solve,  said  Ray  Manzer,  vice-president  of  the  Kelowna  and  District 
Manufactured  Home  Owners  Association.  He  said  he  hoped  the  77-page 
agreement,  which  took  nine  years  to  reach,  will  allow  non-native  residents 
some  say  in  band  decisions  that  affect  them.  "Until  now  we've  had  no 
security  of  tenure  of  any  kind,"  said  Manzer. 

Kelowna  residents  known  as  the  Concerned  Citizens  Group  are  worried 
non-natives  who  live  on  reserve  but  can't  vote  in  band  council  elections 
will  be  subject  to  taxation  without  representation . Bill  Duyvewaardt  is 
concerned  about  clauses  in  the  deal  that  make  Westbank  laws  superior  to 
some  provincial  and  federal  laws,  particularly  in  landlord-tenant  issues 
and  policing. 

Gordon  Okenden  said  a secretive  process  led  to  the  deal.  "People  in  the 
area  were  not  informed.  I've  been  to  many  Westbank  First  Nation  tripartite 
(treaty)  meetings  and  this  self-government  act  surprised  a lot  of  us." 

But  Westbank  chief  negotiator  Tim  Raybould  heralded  self-government  as  a 
way  for  First  Nations  to  escape  the  confines  of  the  Indian  Act.  The 
Westbank  band  understands  non-native  residents  are  a key  source  of  band 
income,  he  said.  "The  band  realizes  they  depend  on  the  goodwill  of  citizens 
at  large.  Were  not  going  to  chase  them  off." 

The  document  is  only  an  agreement-in-principle  and  separate  from  treaty 
talks  requiring  more  negotiation  and  clarification,  he  added.  After  the 
final  agreement  is  in  place,  an  open  ratification  vote  will  be  held. 

But  band  member  Tom  Lindley  said  the  agreement  was  "tainted  right  from 
the  word  go"  because  the  band  council  never  held  a vote  on  whether 
negotiations  should  proceed  in  1989.  Council  members  hefty  salaries,  paid 
mostly  with  government  money,  call  their  loyalties  into  question,  he  said. 
"This  is  a form  of  government  being  imposed  upon  us.  Its  not  what  a lot  of 
people  want . " 

Youth  who  oppose  the  treaty  process  occupied  band  offices  in  May  for  a 
couple  of  days  before  being  removed  by  police. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 
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The  Tsawaout  band  is  in  preliminary  talks  with  0 & Y Enterprises,  headed 
by  a member  of  the  Reichmann  family,  to  build  an  $8-million  development  on 
the  band's  Saanich  Peninsula  reserve.  Chief  A1  Claxton  met  with  the  group 
Wednesday  to  discuss  a possible  first  phase,  60,000-square-foot  commercial 
retail  development.  0 & Y Enterprises  is  a division  of  0 & Y Properties 
Inc.  headed  by  Philip  Reichmann  in  Toronto.  The  publicly  traded  company  is 
a remnant  of  Olympia  and  York,  one  of  the  most  powerful  forces  in  real 
estate  before  it  collapsed  in  the  early  1990s.  The  company,  which  manages 
more  than  $80  million  square  feet  of  office  space,  has  also  suggested 
building  on  the  reserve: 

- a native  theme  village  incorporating  tourism  related  retail; 

- an  18-hole  championship  golf  course  complete  with  all  amenities; 

- single  family,  townhouse,  multi-family  residences  and  cabins; 

- a marina 

- a resort  hotel; 

If  everything  goes  well,  "in  a couple  of  years,  we'll  have  a grand 
opening,"  said  John  McDiarmid  of  Montrose  Financial  Group,  which  is 
handling  the  money  end  of  the  deal.  Band  members  now  have  to  discuss  what 
developments  they'll  accept.  "I'm  happy  for  the  most  part,"  said  Claxton 
after  the  meeting,  the  second  one  since  October.  The  band  has  been  trying 
to  develop  its  land  for  nearly  two  years  to  solve  chronically  high 
unemployment  among  its  people.  But  a number  of  key  issues  need  to  be 
resolved  before  any  ground  is  broken.  "At  present  there  are  a lot  of 
misconceptions  and  a certain  reluctance  to  explore  opportunities  when  the 
business  community  considers  doing  business  with  First  Nations  people," 
says  a five-page  outline  the  group  gave  to  the  band.  "Some  of  these  fears 
are  founded  in  bad  experiences ...  There  are  also  many  examples  of  successes 
to  draw  upon  as  well." 

Any  companies  involved  in  the  project  will  want  to  know  who  has  control 
of  the  land  in  the  wake  of  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  on  the  Delgamuukw  case 
in  December  and  last  week's  Federal  Court  ruling  on  Clydesdale  Estates.  The 
Delgamuukw  case  involves  58,000  square  kilometres  of  land  in  the  BC 
Interior  claimed  by  the  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  bands  and  dramatically 
strengthened  the  legal  claims  to  land  for  which  no  treaties  were  signed. 

The  Clydesdale  Estate  case  questioned  who  has  control  of  native  land  on  the 
nearby  Tsartlip  reserve  - the  band  council  or  an  individual  native  who  has 
a certificate  of  possession  for  the  land  from  the  Department  of  Indian 
Affairs . 

The  Federal  Court  upheld  the  department's  authority  to  issue  a lease  to 
the  individual  natives  for  the  land,  but  it  is  unclear  what  effect  the 
ruling  affects  other  developments.  Claxton  told  the  developers  he  did  not 
believe  Delgamuukw  would  affect  the  project  because  the  band  and  its  members 
clearly  own  and  control  the  land.  Other  issues  that  need  to  be  discussed 
include: 

- how  the  existing  mobile  home  park  will  fit  into  the  new  development 
including  how  to  deal  with  existing  residents  who  might  be  displaced; 

- environmental  impact; 

- what  kind  of  security  is  available  for  the  lender  in  case  the  project  fails 

- will  there  be  enough  water  and  sewage  capacity  to  handle  the  development. 
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La  Dornada,  Friday,  Duly  3,  1998 
Adolfo  Gilly 
Danger  Zone 

Translated  for  Amanecer  Press  by  Rosalva  Bermudez-Ballin 

The  almost  unanimous  rebuff  encountered  by  Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo's 
speech  at  Simojovel  speaks  well  of  the  mental  health  and  the 
maturity  of  Mexican  public  opinion.  This  country  is  tired  of 
offenses,  immoderate  orders,  and  hateful  words.  This  country  knows 
too  much  and  does  not  accept  that  certain  limits  of  prudence,  good 
behavior  and  moderation  continue  to  be  ignored  by  those  who,  as 
rulers,  are  more  obligated  than  others  to  respect  them. 

The  speech  at  Simojovel  was  received  with  general  amazement, 
dialogue  was  mentioned  after  disqualifying  and  slandering  all  the 
possible  interlocutors  and  accusing  them  of  "Messianic  leadership" 
and  Apostles  of  hypocrisy."  In  astonishment  we  all  learned  that  the 
EZLN  is  responsible  for  the  financial  crisis  of  December  1994,  and 
that  the  treasonous  ambush  in  February  1995  was  an  act  to 
"discretion"  on  the  part  of  the  federal  government,  and  that  the 
EZLN  is  the  one  refusing  to  fulfill  the  San  Andres  Accords. 

In  his  last  edition,  the  economist  talks  about  the  extrajudicial 
executions  of  indigenous  people  in  the  hands  of  the  federal  army, 
whose  Commander  in  Chief  is  Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo.  He  is  not  the  only 
one  in  world  opinion  who  considers  in  such  terms,  the  deplorable 
scandal  over  human  rights  in  Chiapas  and  the  rest  of  the  country: 
unarmed  prisoners  executed  by  their  captors;  prisoners,  blindfolded 
and  wrapped  like  bundles  at  the  bottom  of  trucks;  open  and  naked 
cadavers  returned  to  their  relatives;  sacred  feelings  profaned; 
indigenous  people's  homes  plundered,  robbed  and  destroyed  by 
Zedillo's  troops  or  by  the  paramilitaries  who  protected  by  those 
troops  proliferate  in  the  area.  This  is  the  Chiapan  panorama  in  the 
showcase  presented  before  the  world. 

Dr.  Zedillo  did  not  say  one  word  about  that  inhumane  reality  at 
Simojovel.  The  meaning  of  the  omission  is  clear:  Dr.  Zedillo,  as 
president  of  the  republic,  assumes  the  legality  of  those  behaviors 
and  also  the  responsibility. 

To  whom  is  that  solitary  speech  directed,  then?  With  whom  is  he 
speaking?  The  message  is  the  speech  of  a ruler  who  is  cornered  by 
his  own  disaster.  It  is  the  speech  of  a man  who  is  all  alone,  a man 
who  seems  determined  to  continue  as  if  there  were  not  an  EZLN,  no 
opposition  political  parties,  no  Congress,  no  independent 
newspapers,  or  public  opinion;  as  if  only  the  solitary  echo  of  his 
voice  existed. 

The  very  serious  problem  is,  however,  that  that  man  has  the  power, 
he  is  the  Commander  of  the  Mexican  Army,  and  he  has  around  him  and 
at  his  disposal,  those  who  are  ready  to  second  his  words  and  his 
actions.  Besides  the  financial  disaster  and  the  social  suffering 
resulting  from  successive  policies  by  this  and  the  previous 
government,  this  high  official  can  still  bring  to  a conclusion  the 
logic  of  his  words,  he  can  go  over  the  Law  of  Concord  and 
Pacification  which  he  has  just  declared  obsolete,  he  can  hurl  a 
strike  against  the  Zapatista  Directorship  and  their  bases  of 
support  in  the  indigenous  communities,  and  he  can  submerge  us  all 


in  a bloody  mess. 

Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo  is  not  only  besieged  by  the  Zapatista  silence, 
the  country's  incredulity,  the  alarm  of  international  opinion,  his 
cabinet's  crisis,  the  growing  fractures  of  his  political  party.  He 
is  also  besieged  by  the  impossibility  of  making  Congress  accept, 
unless  they  all  accept  to  sink  in  another  person's  discredit,  the 
enormous  embezzlement  to  the  nation  which  means  the  Foboproa,  the 
legalization  of  the  biggest  financial  swindle  in  this  Mexican 
century  committed  under  the  protection  of  the  government  and  the 
impunity  of  bankers  and  rulers  in  the  last  two  presidencies. 

Dr.  Zedillo  is  also  besieged,  although  he  doesn't  know  it,  by  an 
enormous  sense  of  guilt.  Any  careful  analysis  can  find,  without 
mistake,  that  feeling  underlying  his  speech.  That  blame  becomes 
evident  in  his  obsessive  search  for  the  evil  people  and  the  guilty 
in  the  four  winds,  in  the  revealing  defensive  controversy  about 
"double  language"  and  in  his  tragic  Macbeth's  hand  syndrome. 

That  is  a dangerous  feeling.  I'm  not  the  only  one  who  is  amazed  and 
alarmed  about  the  message  which  Dr.  Zedillo  sent  the  Mexican  Team: 

"To  want  is  to  be  able,"  which,  besides  being  a denial  of  reality, 
it  was  Benito  Mussolini's  slogan.  This  is  not  a totalitarian 
country.  No  functionary,  no  matter  how  high  up  is  his  rank,  has  the 
right  to  tell  us  how  "we  Mexicans  must  act."  And  if  those 
totalitarian  exhortations  come  from  the  presidency,  let  us  be 
careful,  because  they  indicate  an  angry  state  of  the  spirit, 
improper  in  a person  who,  given  his  position,  must  maintain  his 
moderation  and  prudence. 

This  is  not  a time  for  intemperance.  It  is  not  worthy  to  go  into 
polemics  with  Dr.  Zedillo,  nor  to  refute  his  arguments.  The  PRI 
continues  to  break.  No  party,  no  matter  how  submissive  their 
previous  habits  might  have  been,  can  accept  such  conduct.  The 
Chiapas  PRI  senator,  Pablo  Salazar  Mendiguchia,  has  just  declared 
himself  severely  against  the  presidential  politics  and  in  defense 
of  his  compatriots  and  his  state.  The  situation  is  delicate  and 
fragile. 

We  can't  stop  this  crazy  presidential  race  just  in  the  streets  and 
in  the  plazas.  At  this  hour  we  must  resort  to  the  existing 
institutions.  Congress  must  summon  Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo  and  his 
secretaries.  Before  that  sovereign  body,  whose  powers  match  his, 
the  Executive  Power  must  explain  the  triple  disaster:  Chiapas, 
Fobaproa  and  International  politics.  To  ease  the  situation  and 
avoid  the  worse,  the  president  of  the  Republic  must  dialogue  with 
the  Congress  of  the  Union. 

It  is  necessary  to  move  away  from  the  danger  zone.  It  is  necessary 
to  abandon  the  soliloquy  and  move  towards  the  speech  of  reason, 
tolerance  and  Law.  Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo  is  not  in  the  condition  to 
do  this  by  himself.  The  Congress  of  the  Union  and  its  parties  now 
have  the  initiative  and  the  floor. 
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"RE : Long-Term  Yellowstone  Bison  Plan"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Dul  1998  10:36:45  +0200 

From:  Serge  HUMBERT  csledge . hammer@infonie . f r> 

Subject:  news 


http: //www. igc.org/igc/en/hl/98070912574/hl4.html 


LONG-TERM  YELLOWSTONE  BISON  PLAN  RELEASED 

DENVER,  Colorado,  Duly  8,  1998  (ENS)  - A long-term  management  plan  for  the 
bison  in  Yellowstone  National  Park  has  emerged  from  months  of  talks  between 
government  agencies.  The  management  of  America's  last  herd  of  wild  bison, 
or  buffalo,  has  become  necessary  because  Montana  cattle  ranchers  on  the 
borders  of  Yellowstone  fear  their  livestock  may  contract  brucellosis  from 
bison  that  migrate  out  of  the  Park  in  winter  in  search  of  food. 

Brucellosis  is  a disease  that  causes  pregnant  females  to  abort.  There  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  bison  have  ever  transmitted  brucellosis 
to  cattle.  Bison  protectors  say  there  has  been  no  scientifically  verified 
transmission,  while  ranchers  maintain  the  threat  to  their  disease-free 
certification  is  too  great  to  risk  contact  between  cattle  and  bison. 

During  the  winter  of  1996-1997,  nearly  one-third  of  the  Yellowstone  herd, 
1,100  bison,  were  slaughtered  by  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  personnel 
as  they  moved  out  of  the  Park  on  groomed  snowmobile  trails  in  search  of 
food.  This  slaughter  mobilized  a vigorous  campaign  to  protect  the  bison. 

A coalition  of  native  people  and  other  environmentalists  protected  the 
bison  during  the  past  winter  by  hazing  them  back  into  the  Park.  Only  11 
were  killed. 

A series  of  public  meetings  will  be  held  across  the  country  this  summer  to 
allow  people  a chance  to  learn  about  and  comment  on  the  draft  plan  for  the 
management  of  bison  in  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

The  plan  was  written  by  a group  of  combined  federal  and  state  agencies. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  National  Park  Service,  and  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Forest  Service,  are  the  lead  federal  agencies. 

The  state  of  Montana  is  the  lead  state.  The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Animal  and  Plan  Health  Inspection  Service  (APHIS),  is  a cooperating  agency. 

Seven  alternatives  for  long-term  bison  management  are  outlined  in  the 
draft  environmental  impact  statement.  Alternative  1 is  the  no-action 
alternative  that  would  continue  with  existing  interim  plan,  and  alternative 
7,  to  manage  for  a bison  population  of  1,700  to  2,500  bison  is  the  agencies' 
preferred  alternative. 

FEATURES  COMMON  TO  ALL  ALTERNATIVES 

Each  of  the  seven  alternatives  has  features  in  common: 

All  alternatives  require  the  cooperation  of  the  state  of  Montana,  the 
U.S.  Forest  Service,  the  National  Park  Service,  and  the  Animal  and  Plant 
Health  Inspection  Service. 

Every  alternative  envisions  the  bison  population  would  be  managed 
primarily  through  natural  processes  inside  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

In  all  alternatives  (except  alternative  5 in  the  short  term),  the  use  of 
lethal  controls  to  manage  bison  is  minimized  as  the  population  size 
approaches  1,700  animals. 

All  alternatives  include  large  geographic  areas  where  bison  are  able  to 
range  with  little  human  intervention.  In  alternative  5,  this  area  is 
limited  to  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Monitoring  is  an  integral  part  of  every  alternative,  especially  as  bison 
approach  designated  border  areas  in  Montana. 

All  alternatives  define  a management  boundary  beyond  which  agencies  would 
take  action  to  ensure  bison  do  not  remain. 

If  a capture  facility  is  sited  as  part  of  an  alternative,  it  would  meet 
certain  environmental  criteria  and  comply  with  requirements  of  the 
Endangered  Species  Act  and  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  before 
construction  began. 

All  alternatives  include  humane  treatment  of  bison  held  in  capture  or 
quarantine  facilities. 

All  alternatives  except  alternative  5 allow  bison  outside  the  park.  To  do 
so  and  not  affect  Montana's  brucellosis-free  status  for  cattle  ranchers, 
special  management  areas  (SMAs)  would  be  created.  The  creation  of  these 
SMAs  would  not  require  changes  to  current  APHIS  regulations,  but  would 
require  the  approval  of  the  state  of  Montana. 

Slaughtered  bison  could  be  auctioned  or  distributed  to  social  service 
organizations.  Bison  shot  in  the  field  may  be  released  to  tribes.  Live 
bison  would  be  available  if  they  had  completed  the  approved  quarantine 
protocol . 


In  Montana,  private  landowners  may  shoot  bison  on  their  land  with 
permission  from  the  Department  of  Livestock,  or  they  may  ask  the  department 
to  remove  bison. 

All  alternatives  include  the  suggested  vaccination  of  female  cattle 
calves  in  areas  adjacent  to  the  park  or  in  SMAs,  as  well  as  surveillance 
testing  of  these  herds  should  contact  with  bison  be  suspected  or  occur.  All 
alternatives  also  assume  vaccination  of  bison  calves  and  captured  adult 
bison  when  a safe  and  effective  vaccine  is  available. 

All  alternatives  include  future  research  efforts. 

THE  PREFERRED  ALTERNATIVE 

ALTERNATIVE  7:  MANAGE  FOR  SPECIFIC  NUMBER  OF  BISON 

The  preferred  alternative  is  different  from  all  other  alternatives  in  that 
a range  of  bison  population  numbers  would  be  the  focus.  This  range  would  be 
from  1,700  to  2,500  bison.  Specific  management  scenarios  would  be  put  in 
place  as  the  population  approached  either  end  of  that  range. 

Agency  controls  would  decrease  as  the  bison  population  approached  1,700 
and  would  cease  at  1,700  bison  in  certain  areas.  Additional  measures  to 
remove  increasing  numbers  of  bison  would  be  implemented  near  the  2,500  mark 
if  bison  left  Yellowstone  Park  or  special  management  areas.  Because  bison 
removals  occur  at  or  outside  the  park  boundary,  the  bison  population  could 
at  times  exceed  2,500  inside  the  park. 

In  the  long  term,  the  agencies  might  acquire  access  to  additional  winter 
range  in  the  Gardiner  Valley  on  the  west  side  of  the  Yellowstone  River 
through  purchase  of  grazing  rights,  easements,  or  property  from  willing 
sellers.  If  acquired,  this  tract  would  be  designated  a special  management 
area  (SMA)  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  state  of  Montana. 

The  bison  capture  facility  now  located  at  Stephens  Creek  could  be 
dismantled  and  moved  within  the  SMA.  No  modifications  in  grazing  allotments 
or  acquisitions  of  property,  easements,  or  grazing  rights  in  the  western 
SMA  are  anticipated. 

Although  the  preferred  alternative  is  distinct,  it  has  elements  similar  to 
other  alternatives.  Capture  and  slaughter  of  bison  that  test  positive  for 
brucellosis  would  be  the  primary  means  of  managing  risk,  as  it  is  in 
alternatives  1,  4,  and  5. 

As  in  alternative  4,  most  bison  that  do  not  test  positive  for  brucellosis 
would  be  shipped  to  quarantine,  and  low  levels  of  hunting  would  be  allowed 
in  SMAs  outside  the  park. 

As  in  alternative  3,  the  preferred  plan  has  a long-term  phase  that 
proposes  acquisition  of  winter  range  north  of  the  Yellowstone  park  boundary. 

Alternatives  1 through  6 are  unique,  as  each  emphasizes  a particular 
strategy  to  manage  bison  or  combination  of  strategies  not  analyzed  in  the 
preferred  alternative. 

A 120-day  public  comment  period  began  Tune  12,  1998  and  will  end  October 
16,  1998.  Public  comments  and  requests  for  a copy  of  the  EIS  can  be  sent 
to:  Bison  Management  Plan  EIS  Team,  National  Park  Service  - Sarah  Bransom 
DSC-RP,  P.0.  Box  25287,  Denver,  Colorado  80225-0287.  Tel:  303-969-2310. 

A summary  of  the  EIS  can  be  obtained,  and  comments  on  the  EIS  can  be  made 
on  the  Web  at: 

http://www.nps.gov/planning/current.htm. 

THE  PUBLIC  MEETINGS 

There  will  be  13  public  meetings,  beginning  Duly  27  in  Helena,  Montana  and 
ending  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  on  October  6.  Each  meeting  will  last  from 
2 to  9 pm.  A hearing  officer  and  a court  reporter  will  be  present  at  each 
meeting.  Testimony  will  be  taken  from  the  public  on  a first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Oral  testimony  will  be  limited  to  five  minutes.  Written 
testimony  of  any  length  can  also  be  submitted  for  the  record.  A 15-minute 
video  explaining  the  EIS  process  and  the  range  of  alternatives  will  be 
played  every  two  hours  during  the  meetings. 

The  public  meeting  schedule: 

Duly  7 - Best  Western  Colonial  Inn,  Capitol  Room,  2301  Colonial  Drive, 
Helena,  MT  59601 


Duly  29  - Gardiner  School,  510  Stone  St.,  Gardiner,  MT  82190 


August  10  - Virginian  Lodge,  Buffalo  Room,  750  West  Broadway,  Dackson,  WY 
83001 

August  11  - Best  Western  Stardust  Motor  Lodge,  Russet  Room,  700  Lindsay 
Boulevard,  Idaho  Falls,  ID  83402 

August  13  - Holiday  Inn,  West  Yellowstone  Conf.  Hotel,  Can/Dun/Geyser  Room, 

315  Yellowstone  Ave, 

West  Yellowstone,  Montana  59758 

August  25  - Holiday  Inn  Billings  Plaza,  Lewis  and  Clark/Yellowstone  Room, 

5500  Midland  Road,  Billings,  MT  59101 

August  27  - Holiday  Inn,  Taggarts  Rooms  1,  2 & 3,  1701  Sheridan  Ave.,  Cody,  WY 

September  1 - Holiday  Inn  Denver  West  Village,  Golden  Room,  14707  West 
Colfax  Ave.,  Golden,  CO  80401 

September  3 - Wyndham  Hotel,  Grand  Ballroom,  215  West  South  Temple,  Salt 
Lake  City,  UT  84101 

September  17  - Sumner  School,  Museum  and  Archives,  1201  17th  St.,  NW, 
Washington,  D.C.  20036 

September  23  - Palace  Hotel,  2 New  Montgomery  Street,  Sea  Cliff  Room,  San 
Francisco.  CA  94105 

September  29  - Holiday  Inn  South,  3401  South  Interstate  Hwy.  35,  Austin,  TX 
78741 

October  6 - Thunderbird  Hotel  and  Conference  Center,  Shoshone  Room,  2201 
East  78th  St.,  Bloomington,  MN  55425-1228 

"RE : Minnesota  Wolf  News"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Dul  1998  11:13:00  -0500 

From:  "Dean  BraveHeart"  < jbraveheart(3sprynet . com> 

Sub j : NEWS  FROM  MWA 

UUCP  email 

Here  is  an  editorial  from  the  Star  Tribune  dated  7/14/98  regarding  the 
Minnesota  Wolf  Roundtable  Meetings.  This  is  written  by  a member  of  our 
coalition  Durk  A.  Gescheidle  from  the  Animal  Rights  Coalition. 

Wolf  roundtable 

As  a delegate  to  the  Minnesota  wolf  roundtable,  I read  with  interest  your 
Duly  2 editorial  about  de-listing  and  the  potential  fate  of  the  wolf  in  our 
state.  While  you  got  it  right  for  the  most  part,  I must  submit  corrections 
on  a couple  of  items. 

The  editorial  stated  that  a census  of  the  wolf  population  would  confirm  the 
Department  of  Natural  Resources'  estimated  population  of  2,200  wolves.  There 
are  serious  concerns  about  the  2,200  figure,  which  is  actually  an 
extrapolation  from  a 10-year-old  sampling,  as  well  as  the  DNR's  overall 
methodology  and  motives.  Lest  anyone  forget,  DNR  officials  sought  to  wrest 
control  over  the  wolf  from  the  feds  in  1980,  1983  and  1991  so  they  could 
implement  a "sporting"  season  on  the  animal.  Thankfully,  they  failed  in 
their  self-serving  efforts  to  undermine  the  Endangered  Species  Act. 

In  another  matter,  allowing  farmers  to  shoot  wolves  is  a terrible  idea.  Wolf 
experts  like  L.  David  Mech  of  the  International  Wolf  Center  and  the  DNR's 
Bill  Berg  have  estimated  that  250-400  wolves  are  illegally  killed  each  year. 
Enforcement  in  such  matters  is  virtually  nonexistent,  as  no  one  has  ever 
been  prosecuted  for  violating  federal  law.  A delegate  to  the  roundtable  from 


the  Minnesota  Cattlemen's  Association  told  a roundtable  adviser  that  no 
wolves  in  Minnesota  would  be  just  fine  with  him.  Allowing  farmers  to  shoot 
wolves  would  exacerbate  an  already  serious  problem. 

Within  the  roundtable  is  a coalition  of  wolf  advocates  who  are  vehemently 
opposed  to  any  hunting  or  trapping.  Our  goal  is  to  ensure  that  a wolf  pelt 
will  never  serve  as  a substitute  for  the  living  animal. 

--  Durk  A.  Gescheidle,  Webster,  Minn. 

"RE : Delgamuukw  Fails  Kitkatla"  

Date:  Tue,  7 Jul  1998  00:32:55  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Delgamuukw  fails  Kitkatla  in  BC  Court  of  Appeal 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
KITKATLA  CLAIM  MORAL  VICTORY  DESPITE  COURT  DISMISSAL 
The  Canadian  Press,  Duly  6,  1998,  by  Greg  Joyce 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

VANCOUVER  (CP)  - Kitkatla  First  Nation  claimed  moral  victory  Monday 
after  losing  a bid  to  ban  logging  on  B.C.  land  it  claims  as 
traditional  territory. 

"We  feel  we  won  by  the  fact  we  were  heard,"  Chief  Matthew  Hill  said 
after  the  B.C.  Court  of  Appeal  dismissed  an  application  already 
rejected  by  B.C.  Supreme  Court. 

"B.C.  and  other  First  Nations  are  aware  that  our  rights  do  exist." 

The  Kitkatla,  who  live  near  Prince  Rupert  on  the  northwest  coast, 
invoked  a recent  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  decision  to  try  to  stop 
International  Forest  Products  from  logging  old-growth  forest. 

But  the  appeal  court  panel  dismissed  the  application  in  part  because 
the  Kitkatla  aren't  living  on  the  land,  an  important  factor  in 
determining  aboriginal  title  set  out  by  the  country's  highest  court  in 
its  Delgamuukw  ruling  last  December. 

The  Delgamuukw  decision  - initiated  by  the  Gitksan  Wetsuweten  in 
northwestern  British  Columbia  - also  expanded  the  definition  and  scope 
of  aboriginal  rights. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  ruled  aboriginal  groups  that  have  not 
signed  treaties  must  be  consulted  and  perhaps  compensated  in  any 
development  taking  place  on  their  traditional  lands. 

Both  Hill  and  company  spokesman  Rick  Slaco  said  the  appeal  court 
emphasized  that  point  in  its  ruling  - negotiation  is  preferred  over 
litigation . 

The  decision  on  Kitkatla  gives  Interfor  a green  light  to  continue 
logging  the  area  where  it  has  worked  since  1985.  Logging  did  not  stop 
during  the  court  applications. 

The  Kitkatla  lost  its  initial  injunction  application  in  B.C.  Supreme 
Court  last  month.  But  in  her  decision.  Justice  Mary  Southin  said  it 
may  be  necessary  for  an  appeal  court  to  rule  in  light  of  Delgamuukw. 

"The  (appeal  court)  agreed  that  we  had  done  all  we  could  in  terms  of 
consultation,"  said  Slaco. 

Fie  said  Interfor  had  always  consulted  with  another  First  Nation  in  the 
area  - the  Laxkwalaams  - but  only  recently  had  heard  from  the 
Kitkatla,  whose  land  claim  overlaps  with  the  Laxkwalaams. 

"We  talked  to  the  Kitkatla  as  well  but  we  couldn't  agree,"  said  Slaco. 

Both  are  members  of  the  Tsimshian  Tribal  Council,  part  of  the  B.C. 

Treaty  Commission  process  aimed  at  reaching  treaties  for  dozens  of 
First  Nations  in  the  province. 

Kitkatla  members  have  been  logging  in  the  area  for  many  years,  said 
Hill,  but  are  opposed  to  logging  practices  of  many  large  forestry 
companies . 

"Clear-cutting  isn't  our  way,"  said  Hill. 

Slaco  suggested  the  company  would  use  helicopters  in  future  to 
practise  more  selective  logging  methods. 

Kitkatla  lawyer  Jack  Woodward  said  some  timber  in  the  disputed  area  is 


old-growth  cedar  that  should  be  protected. 

"There's  certainly  the  possibility  of  other  court  cases  to  protect 
those  old-growth  areas/'  he  said. 

The  Kitkatla  are  one  of  eight  B.C.  bands  that  have  launched  court 
action  based  on  Delgamuukw  to  stop  resource  development. 

There  are  likely  various  reasons  for  going  to  court  seeking 
clarification  of  Delgamuukw,  said  Peter  Smith,  a spokesman  for  the 
Aboriginal  Affairs  Ministry. 

"Kitkatla  was  about  consultation,"  Smith  said  from  Victoria.  "Sechelt 
have  filed  seeking  a declaration  of  aboriginal  title." 

The  common  denominator  is  Delgamuukw,  he  said,  but  the  rulings  sought 
"may  be  many  and  varied." 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Montanaet  v Crow  Tribe  of  Indians"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Jul  1998  07:58:32  -0700 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net> 

Original  message  follows  

Date:  Tue,  19  May  1998  07:43:47  -0700 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@diamond . sierra . net> 

Sub j : (Long)MONTANAET  AL  . v . CROW  TRIBE  OF  INDIANS  (fwd) 


MONTANAET  AL  . v.  CROW  TRIBE  OF  INDIANS 

No.  96-1829  --  Argued  February  24,  1998  -- 
Decided  May  18,  1998 

92  F.3d  826,  98  F.3d  1194,  reversed  and  remanded. 

< http://supct.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/96-1829.cpanel.html  > 


In  1904,  the  Crow  Tribe  ceded  part  of  its  Montana  Reservation  to 
the  United  States  for  settlement  by  non-Indians.  The  United 
States  holds  rights  to  minerals  underlying  the  ceded  strip  in 
trust  for  the  Tribe.  In  1972,  with  the  approval  of  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  and  pursuant  to  the  Indian  Mineral  Leasing  Act  of 
1938  (IMLA),  Westmoreland  Resources,  Inc.,  a non-Indian  company, 
entered  into  a mining  lease  with  the  Tribe  for  coal  underlying 
the  ceded  strip.  After  executing  the  lease,  Westmoreland  signed 
contracts  with  its  customers,  four  utility  companies,  allowing  it 
to  pass  on  to  the  utilities  the  cost  of  valid  taxes.  Westmoreland 
and  the  Tribe  renegotiated  the  lease  in  1974.  The  amended  lease 
had  an  extendible  ten-year  term,  and  set  some  of  the  highest 
royalties  in  the  United  States.  In  1975,  Montana  imposed  a 
severance  tax  and  a gross  proceeds  tax  on  all  coal  produced  in 
the  State,  including  coal  underlying  the  reservation  proper  and 
the  ceded  strip.  Westmoreland  paid  these  taxes  without  timely 
pursuit  of  the  procedures  Montana  law  provides  for  protests  and 
refunds.  Some  six  months  after  the  State  imposed  its  taxes,  the 
Crow  Tribal  Council  adopted  its  own  severance  tax.  The  Department 
of  the  Interior  approved  the  Tribe's  tax  as  applied  to  coal 
underlying  the  reservation  proper  but,  because  of  a limitation  in 
the  Tribe's  constitution,  did  not  approve  as  to  coal  beneath  the 
ceded  strip.  The  Tribe  again  enacted  a tax  for  coal  mined  on  the 
ceded  strip  in  1982,  and  again  the  Department  rejected  the  tax. 


In  1978,  the  Tribe  brought  a federal  action  for  injunctive  and 
declaratory  relief  against  Montana  and  its  counties,  alleging 
that  the  State's  severance  and  gross  proceeds  taxes  were 
preempted  by  the  IMLA  and  infringed  on  the  Tribe's  right  to 
govern  itself.  The  District  Court  dismissed  the  complaint.  The 
Ninth  Circuit  reversed,  holding  that  the  Tribe's  allegations,  if 
proved,  would  establish  that  the  IMLA  preempted  the  State's 
taxes.  The  Court  of  Appeals  noted,  however,  that  the  Tribe  had 
paid  none  of  Westmoreland's  taxes  and  apparently  would  not  be 
entitled  to  any  refund  in  the  event  that  the  taxes  were  declared 
invalid.  Crow  Tribe  v.  Montana,  650  F.  2d  1104,  1113,  n.  13  (Crow 

I) .  In  1982,  the  Tribe  and  Westmoreland  entered  into  an 
agreement,  with  Interior  Department  approval,  under  which 
Westmoreland  agreed  to  pay  the  Tribe  a tax  equal  to  the  State's 
then  existing  taxes,  less  any  tax  payments  Westmoreland  was 
required  to  pay  to  the  State  and  its  subdivisions.  The  agreement 
achieved,  prospectively,  the  federal  permission  the  Tribe  had 
long  sought.  It  allowed  the  Tribe  to  have  an  approved  tax  in 
place  so  that,  if  successful  in  the  litigation  against  Montana, 
the  Tribe  could  claim  for  itself  any  tax  amounts  Westmoreland 
would  be  ordered  to  pay  into  the  District  Court's  registry 
pendente  lite  . It  also  enabled  Westmoreland  to  avoid  double 
taxation,  and  absolved  the  company  from  any  tax  payment 
obligation  to  the  Tribe  for  the  1976-1982  period.  In  1983,  the 
District  Court  granted  a motion  by  the  Tribe  and  Westmoreland  to 
deposit  severance  tax  payments  into  the  District  Court's 
registry,  pending  resolution  of  the  controversy  over  Montana's 
taxing  authority.  In  1987,  the  court  granted  the  same  interim 
relief  for  the  gross  proceeds  taxes.  Later  that  year,  the  United 
States  intervened  on  behalf  of  the  Tribe  to  protect  its  interests 
as  trustee  of  the  coal  upon  which  Montana's  taxes  were  levied. 
After  trial,  the  District  Court  determined  that  federal  law  did 
not  preempt  the  State's  taxes  on  coal  mined  at  the  ceded  strip. 

The  Ninth  Circuit  again  reversed,  concluding  that  the  taxes  were 
both  preempted  by  the  IMLA  and  void  for  interfering  with  tribal 
self-governance.  Crow  Tribe  v.  Montana,  819  F.2d  895,  903  (Crow 

II) .  The  Court  of  Appeals  stressed,  inter  alia,  that  the 
State's  taxes  had  at  least  some  negative  impact  on  the 
marketability  of  the  Tribe's  coal.  Id.,  at  900.  This  Court 
summarily  affirmed.  When  the  case  returned  to  the  District  Court 
in  1988,  the  court  ordered  distribution  of  the  funds  in  its 
registry  to  the  United  States  as  trustee  for  the  Tribe. 
Subsequently,  the  United  States  and  the  Tribe  filed  amended 
complaints  against  Montana  and  Big  Florn  County  to  recover  taxes 
paid  by  Westmoreland  prior  to  the  1983  and  1987  orders  directing 
deposits  into  the  court's  registry.  Neither  the  Tribe  nor  the 
United  States  requested,  as  additional  or  alternate  relief, 
recovery  for  the  Tribe's  actual  financial  losses  attributable  to 
the  State's  taxes. 

After  trial,  the  District  Court  concluded  that  the  disgorgement 
remedy  sought  by  the  Tribe  was  not  appropriate.  Key  to  the 
court's  decision  was  this  Court's  holding  in  Cotton  Petroleum 
Corp.  v.  New  Mexico,  490  U.S.  163,  that  both  State  and  Tribe  may 
impose  severance  taxes  on  on-reservation  oil  and  gas  production 
by  a non-Indian  lessee.  Cotton  Petroleum  indicated  that  Montana's 
taxes  on  ceded  strip  coal  were  invalidated  in  Crow  II  not  because 
the  State  lacked  power  to  tax  the  coal  at  all,  but  because  its 
taxes  were  "extraordinarily  high."  Id.,  at  186-187,  n.  17.  The 
District  Court  also  considered  that  Westmoreland  would  not  have 
paid  coal  taxes  to  the  Tribe  before  1983,  for  Interior  Department 
approval  was  essential  to  allow  pass  through  to  the  company's 
customers.  Furthermore,  under  the  1982  lease  agreement,  the  Tribe 
and  Westmoreland  stipulated  that  Westmoreland  would  have  no  tax 
liability  to  the  Tribe  for  the  1976-1982  period.  Moreover,  the 
deposited  funds,  Westmoreland's  post-1982  tax  payments,  had  been 


tunned  over  in  full  to  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Tribe.  The  court  further  noted  that  Westmoreland  did  not  timely 
endeavor  to  recover  taxes  paid  to  the  State  and  counties,  and  the 
Tribe  did  nothing  to  prompt  Westmoreland  to  initiate  appropriate 
refund  proceedings.  The  court  received  additional  evidence 
concerning  the  effect  of  Montana's  taxes  on  the  marketability  of 
Montana  coal  and  described  the  parties'  conflicting  positions  on 
that  issue,  but  made  no  findings  on  the  matter.  The  Ninth  Circuit 
again  reversed,  holding  that  the  District  Court  had  ignored  the 
law  of  the  case  and  abused  its  discretion. 

Held:  The  restitution  sought  for  the  Tribe  is  not  warranted.  Pp. 
14-21. 

(a)  As  a rule,  a nontaxpayer  may  not  sue  for  a refund  of  taxes 
paid  by  another.  The  Ninth  Circuit  evidently  had  that  rule  in 
mind  when  it  noted,  in  Crow  I,  that  the  Tribe  was  apparently  not 
entitled  to  any  refund  of  taxes  Westmoreland  had  paid  to  Montana. 
The  Tribe  maintains,  however,  that  the  disgorgement  remedy  it 
gained  does  not  fall  within  the  "refund"  category.  The  Tribe's 
disgorgement  claim  must  be  examined  in  light  of  this  Court's 

path  marking  decision  in  Cotton  Petroleum  Corp.  v.  New  Mexico,  490 
U.S.  163.  There,  the  Court  clarified  that  neither  the  IMLA,  nor 
any  other  federal  law,  categorically  preempts  state 
nondiscriminatory  severance  taxes  on  all  extraction  enterprises 
in  a State,  including  on-reservation  operations.  Both  State  and 
Tribe  have  taxing  jurisdiction  over  on-reservation  production. 

The  Court  in  Cotton  Petroleum  distinguished  Crow  II  in  a 
footnote,  indicating  that  Montana  had  the  power  to  tax  Crow  coal, 
but  not  at  an  exorbitant  rate.  Pp.  14-17. 

(b)  The  Tribe  first  argues  that  it,  not  Montana,  should  have 
received  Westmoreland's  1975-1982  coal  tax  payments;  therefore 
the  proper  remedy  is  to  require  the  State  to  turn  all  taxes  it 
collected  from  Westmoreland  over  to  the  Tribe.  However,  as  Cotton 
Petroleum  makes  plain,  neither  the  State  nor  the  Tribe  enjoys 
authority  to  tax  to  the  total  exclusion  of  the  other.  This 
situation  differs  from  cases  like  Valley  County  v.  Thomas,  109 
Mont.  345,  97  P.2d  345,  in  which  only  one  jurisdiction  could  tax 
a particular  activity.  Moreover,  the  Tribe  could  not  have  taxed 
Westmoreland  during  the  period  in  question,  for  the  Interior 
Department  had  withheld  the  essential  permission,  further 
distancing  this  case  from  Valley  County  . The  District  Court 
correctly  took  these  and  other  factors  into  account  in  holding 
disgorgement  an  exorbitant,  and  therefore  inequitable,  remedy. 

Pp.  17-18. 

(c)  The  Tribe  and  the  United  States  urge  the  negative  impact  of 
Montana's  high  taxes  on  the  marketability  of  the  Tribe's  coal  as 
an  alternative  justification  for  requiring  Montana  to  disgorge 
the  taxes  collected  from  Westmoreland.  This  claim  rests  on  the 
concern  that,  by  taxing  the  coal  actually  mined  and  sold,  Montana 
deprived  the  Tribe  of  its  fair  share  of  the  economic  rent.  Again, 
however,  the  Tribe  could  not  have  exacted  a tax  from  Westmoreland 
before  1983,  because  the  Interior  Department  withheld  approval. 

And  no  evidence  suggests  that  Westmoreland  would  have  agreed  to 
pay  even  higher  royalties  to  the  Tribe  in  1974,  but  for  Montana's 
tax.  It  merits  emphasis  also  that  under  Cotton  Petroleum,  Montana 
could  have  imposed  a severance  tax,  albeit  not  one  so 
extraordinarily  high.  The  District  Court  did  not  consider 
awarding  the  Tribe,  in  lieu  of  all  the  1975-1982  taxes  Montana 
collected,  damages  based  on  actual  losses  the  Tribe  suffered. 

This  was  not  an  oversight.  The  complaint  contained  no  prayer  for 
compensatory  damages.  Nor  did  the  proof  establish  entitlement  to 
such  relief.  The  Tribe  concentrated  on  disgorgement  as  the 
desired  remedy;  it  deliberately  sought  and  proved  no  damages 
attributable  to  coal  not  sold  because  the  State's  tax  made  the 
price  too  high.  Federal  Rule  of  Civil  Procedure  54(c)  therefore 


could  not  aid  the  Tribe,  for  the  Tribe  had  not  shown  entitlement 
to  actual  damages.  While  not  foreclosing  the  District  Court  from 
any  course  the  Federal  Rules  and  that  court's  thorough  grasp  on 
this  litigation  may  lead  it  to  take,  this  Court  is  satisfied  that 
the  Court  of  Appeals  improperly  overturned  the  District  Court's 
judgment.  Pp.  18-21. 

92  F.3d  826,  98  F.3d  1194,  reversed  and  remanded. 

GINSBURG,  3.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  in  which 
REHNQUIST,  C.3.,  and  STEVENS,  SCALIA,  KENNEDY,  THOMAS,  and 
BREYER,  33.,  joined.  SOUTER,  3.,  filed  an  opinion  concurring  in 
part  and  dissenting  in  part,  in  which  O'CONNOR,  3.,  joined. 

"RE : Res  School  Tribunal"  

Date:  98-07-12  15:08:13  EDT 

From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : IHRAAM  press  release  on  res  school  tribunal 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
S.I.S.I.S.  is  releasing  the  following  IHRAAM  statement  at  their  request. 
Please  direct  inquiries  to  cyussuf . kly@leroy . cc . uregina . ca>,  *not* 
S.I.S.I.S. 

For  more  information  on  the  hearings  and  on  residential  schools  in  general, 
see 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/ res school /main . html 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Wed,  08  3ul  1998  14:31:43  +0100 

From:  yussuf  kly  cyussuf . kly@leroy . cc . uregina . ca> 

3uly  8th,  1998. 

PRESS  RELEASE 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

IHRAAM  AND  THE  INTERNATIONAL  INDIAN  TRIBUNAL  ON  RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOLS 

On  3une  12-14th,  an  International  Indian  Tribunal  on  Residential  Schools 
was  held  in  Vancouver  to  hear  testimony  by  victims  of  human  rights 
abuses  who  attended  these  schools.  Subsequent  to  the  event,  the  role 
played  at  the  Tribunal  by  IHRAAM,  an  international  NGO  in  consultative 
status  with  ECOSOC  at  the  United  Nations,  has  been  variously  interpreted 
by  the  media,  by  attendant  groups  and  participants.  IHRAAM' s 
Communications  Director,  on  behalf  of  the  IHRAAM  Directorate,  today 
issued  the  following  clarification  concerning  both  IHRAAM' s role,  and 
its  intentions  with  regard  to  any  future  Report  on  this  Tribunal: 

IHRAAM  was  invited  to  participate  in  the  tribunal  exclusively  as  an 
Observer  organization,  and  did  have  representation  present.  Our 
representation  was  very  concerned  about  the  suffering  expressed,  as  well 
as  about  what  is  being  done  to  redress  the  grievances.  However,  IHRAAM 
holds  no  recordings  of  the  testimonies  delivered,  and  no  official  IHRAAM 
communique  has  been  released  to  the  media  or  to  any  other  official  body 
with  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Tribunal.  This  does  not  preclude 
the  issuing  of  findings  or  holding  of  press  conferences  by  local 
organizers  of  this  event,  or  their  further  pursuit  of  these  issues  in 
whatever  manner  they  may  see  fit. 

No  report  has  yet  been  prepared  by  IHRAAM  or  received  by  it,  nor  has  it 
been  requested  to  facilitate  the  transmission  to  the  United  Nations  of 
any  report  the  Tribunal  may  have  prepared.  Should  such  a request  be 
made  by  the  Tribunal  or  any  other  community  group,  it  would  be  given 
appropriate  consideration.  An  important  aspect  of  this  appropriate 
consideration  would  be  the  international  legal  requirement  of 
"exhaustion  of  domestic  remedies,"  that  is,  that  all  domestic  efforts 
being  undertaken  by  the  Canadian  government  and  the  United  Church  of 
Canada  be  given  sufficient  opportunity  to  resolve  the  situation.  Not 
until  they  may  be  regarded  as  having  been  exhausted  without  achieving 
adequate,  reasonable  and  fair  outcomes,  should  the  UN  be  approached. 

IHRAAM  is  composed  of  many  different  minority  groups.  Its  long  standing 
policy  is  to  avoid  inappropriate  interference  in  their  efforts  and  to  be 


so  organized  that  each  minority  group  associated  with  IHRAAM  can  make 
independent  decisions  regarding  its  group  while  at  the  same  time 
facilitating  mutual  cooperation  and  the  efforts  of  all,  including  the 
majority  communities,  in  the  correct  legal  and  political  use  of  UN  human 
rights  instruments  to  resolve  minority/majority  human  rights 
conflicts.  In  this  spirit,  we  invite  all  indigenous  groups,  all  human 
rights  groups,  community  organizations  and  individual  advocates  of  human 
rights  to  join  IHRAAM  as  associates  or  independent  associated 
organizations . 

For  further  information,  you  may  contact  our  New  York  UN  Representative 
and  Director,  Dr.  Laxmi  Berwa  (301-868-9066),  or  IHRAAM  Director,  Dr. 
Farid  Muhammad,  (312-939-0111).  Further  information  about  IHRAAM  is 
available  at  the  IHRAAM  website  at  http://www.ihraam.org. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

— "RE:  Real  Indians"  

Date:  Thu,  9 3ul  1998  23:47:36  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

Sub j : Real  Indians! 

UUCP  email 

Hi  Gary  -- 

A friend  who  does  not  have  Internet  access  at  this  time,  has  asked  me  to 
send  this  to  you.  I will  forward  all  replies,  thanks.  --  Dee 
jrp05@gnofn.org 


GNO>  "Will  the  Last  Real  Indian  Please  Guard  the  Sacred  Fire?". 

So  few  guard  it  these  days.  Even  those  who  think  they  are  are  often  just 
guarding  the  Sacred  Prestige  and  Sacred  PR  Hype.  I have  been  given  many 
things  to  see  involving  the  sacred  fire,  so  I'd  better  speak. 

Some  I know,  and  others  I know  of,  have  been  sent  on  missions  to  find  the 
Real  Lakotas,  Real  Cherokees,  Real  Whites,  Real  Whatevers.  They've  been 
sent  out  into  a sea  of  factions  all  shouting  "we're  the  real  ones".  I can 
tell  you  something:  adherence  to  little  rules  and  norms  developed  by  an 
organization  of  people  isn't  what  makes  you  real.  It's  what  makes  you  a 
member  of  a herd  led  by  someone  who  wants  you  to  think  "Because  I Said  So" 
is  sufficient  reason  for  everything.  It's  what  makes  you  mediocre  enough 
to  join  yet  another  social  club  with  big  pretenses  and  little  meaning.  Try 
to  look  for  Real  among  those  who  *demand*  to  be  called  that,  and  you'll 
find  a club  jockeying  for  position.  It'll  have  a nice  shell,  and  no 
insides . 

Last  summer  I got  into  a talk  along  these  lines  with  a Christian.  I told 
her  there's  a special  place  in  Hell  reserved  for  those  who  were  *sure* 
they  could  get  to  Heaven  simply  by  following  a set  of  petty  rules  for 
behavior  handed  to  them  by  a their  preachers.  Behavioral  rules  that  are 
simply  there,  with  no  basis  ever  stated,  no  principles  ever  explained,  and 
no  explanations  ever  found.  Everywhere  people  try  to  this  to  get  them  to 
their  version  of  Heaven,  and  also  to  make  them  real  in  the  estimation  of 
others  doing  the  same  things,  and  sharing  the  same  set  of  procedure 
fetishes . 

The  Real  are  there,  though.  And  they're  last,  too.  They're  hard  to  find  in 
a room  full  of  chest-thumpers  reciting  slogans  at  full  volume,  but  they're 
there.  The  Real  are  the  ones  who  amidst  it  all  are  guarding  the  sacred 
fire,  and  can't  be  swayed  from  it,  even  by  a few  buzzword-driven  cliques  . 
They've  decided  that  this  task  of  guarding  of  the  sacred  fire  is  worth 
braving  the  ultimate  stigma  these  days:  being  called  obsolete,  or  out  of 
fashion,  or  even  the  Devil's  buzzword  - paranoid;  or  even  unreal.  So,  Real 
Ones,  know  this:  when  the  monkeys  scream  as  they  do  now,  it  can  only  mean 
it's  time  to  throw  something  on  the  Sacred  Fire  to  make  it  burn  brighter. 


naho 

-!-  Maximus  3.00 


"RE : Leonard  Peltier"  — - 

Date:  Sat,  11  Dul  1998  15:49:18  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Fleart  Rising  <freedom(3prairienet .org> 

Sub j : URGENT:  Leonard  Peltier:  Please  read,  and  distribute 

UUCP  email 

O'siyo:  I just  talked  with  lanet  Stone  at  the  LPDC.  Yesterday,  the 
prison  began  a 90  day  "telephone  privilege"  suspension  for  Leonard,  due 
to  the  mistaken  3 way  call.  (See  previous  LPDC  message  on  board.)  The 
LPDC  is  asking  that  we  write  letters  to  our  senators,  and  also  to 
Kathleen  Flawk,  of  BOP,  and  Warden  Booker,  and  Leavenworth.  The  contact 
information  is  below.  Also,  please  phone  the  prison  at  913-682-8700. 

It's  dangerous  for  Leonard  not  to  have  phone  privileges,  and  they  are 
using  this  very  petty  excuse  for  a 90  day  phone  suspension.  When  you 
phone,  let  them  know  you  are  concerned  about  Leonard.  Fie  is  safer  when 
they  know  we  are  out  here,  and  holding  them  responsible  for  his  safety. 

I asked  how  he  is,  and  lanet  said  that  Lori  Whitehawk  from  the  LPDC  went 
to  see  him  yesterday,  and  though  he  is  not  happy  - obviously  - he  is 
alright  at  this  point;  as  well  as  he  can  be,  under  his  present 
circumstances . 

Thank  you: 

Freedom  Heart  Rising 

Contact  information: 

Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk 
Director,  Bureau  of  Prisons 
320  First  Street 
Washington,  DC  20534 
Fax:  202-514-6878 

Warden  Booker 
Leavenworth  Prison 
P.0.  Box  1000 
Lawrence,  KS  66048 
Phone:  913-682-8700 

- "RE:  Decision  on  Peltier's  Phone" 

Date:  Sat,  11  lul  1998  12:17:08  -0500 
From:  LPDC  <lpdc(3idir . net> 

Sub j : decision  on  Peltier's  phone-90  days 

UUCP  email 

The  decision  has  been  made  on  Leonard  Peltier's  phone  privileges.  They 
have  suspended  them  for  90  days.  Please  continue  to  write  and  encourage 
others  to  write  to  the  following.  Also  you  can  call  the  prison.  Ask  to  file 
a complaint.  Sometimes  they  will  take  your  complaint  and  sometimes  they 
will  not.  But,  at  least  their  phones  will  be  ringing. 

In  solidarity,  LPDC 
Ms.  Kathleen  Hawk 
Director,  Bureau  of  Prisons 
320  First  Street 
Washington,  DC  20534 
FAX:  202-514-6878 

Warden  Booker 
Leavenworth  Federal  Prison 
PO  Box  1000 
Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


913-682-8700 


Dear  Leonard  Peltier  Supporters, 

Upon  arriving  back  to  the  LPDC  office  after  the  Dune  27th  freedom  rally, 
we  were  informed  that  Leonard's  phone  privileges  had  been  suspended.  Prison 
officials  are  clearly  targeting  Leonard,  looking  for  anything  they  can  find 
to  harass  him.  As  you  may  know,  Leonard's  phone  use  is  strictly  regulated 
and  he  is  only  allowed  to  call  people  who  are  on  his  authorized  list. 
Leonard  called  a supporter  who  is  on  this  list.  The  supporter's  assistant 
answered  and  transferred  the  call  to  the  supporter  who  was  on  a mobile 
phone.  The  prison  considered  this  to  be  a 3-way  call  and  suspended  his 
phone  privileges  because  3-way  calls  are  unauthorized.  Leonard  did  not  know 
that  the  number  he  was  being  transferred  to  was  different  to  the  one  which 
he  dialed.  Obviously  this  is  a petty  violation.  Now  we  are  unable  to 
communicate  with  Leonard  and  we  are,  of  course,  very  worried.  On  Friday  the 
10th  prison  officials  will  be  making  a decision  as  to  how  long  the 
suspension  will  last.  Please  call  the  prison  and  let  them  know  that  we  are 
looking  out  for  Leonard.  Ask  them  why  they  are  holding  such  a petty  charge 
against  him.  Tell  them  that  they  seem  to  be  acting  out  of  maliciousness 
since  Leonard  did  not  call  an  unauthorized  number  and  he  was  clearly  not 
intentionally  breaking  any  rules. 

In  solidarity. 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier/Update  from  Canada"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Dul  1998  10:02:50  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Fleart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier:  Update  from  Canada:  Please  Read!!!/Fwd. 

This  came  to  me  from  Dan  Smoke.  Thank  you  so  much,  Dan.  - FHR 

UPDATE  Duly  4,  1998 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  Canada 


The  political  lobby  in  Canada  and  review  of  the  Peltier 
case  by  the  Canadian  government's  Department  of  Dustice 

Four  years  ago  and  18  years  after  Leonard  Peltier's  illegal  extradition 
from  Canada,  the  years  of  lobby  and  overwhelming  evidence,  and  wave  after 
wave  of  international  appeals  and  outrage,  convinced  the  Canadian 
government's  former  justice  minister  Allan  Rock  to  conduct  an  official 
investigation  of  the  Peltier  case  in  Canada.  Throughout  the  years, 

Canada's  LPDC  has  quietly  been  contacting  peoples  across  the  country, 
from  Leonard's  original  defense  attorneys  handling  his  extradition 
proceedings;  to  politicians  and  human  rights  workers;  trade  union  officials 
and  educators  to  voice  their  appeals  directly  to  the  review  process  and  to 
the  justice  minister  in  specific.  This  request  has  been  expanded  to  the 
international  community  with  great  results. 

We  are  convinced  that  the  constant  monitoring  and  demands  of  the  world 
community  continues  to  be  a major  factor  in  why  the  Canadian  government  is 
taking  so  long  in  deciding  what  to  do  with  this  case  as  its  own  complicity 
in  assisting  in  fabricating  the  affidavits  with  the  F.B.I.  used  to 
extradite  Leonard  was  pointed  out  in  classified  correspondences  by  both 
the  United  States  Attorney  General's  department  and  the  F.B.I. 

The  truth  is  that  this  case  runs  deep  in  Canada's  conscience  and  as  more 
governmental  bodies  worldwide  condemn  the  violations  in  both  Canada  and 
the  United  States;  advocating  Leonard's  freedom  directly  with  American 
authorities,  there  is  a growing  responsibility  amongst  Canada's  politicians 
to  seek  out  remedies  to  correct  the  injustice.  These  include  requesting 
the  return  of  Peltier  to  Canada,  declaring  the  original  extradition  null 
and  void,  citing  breach  of  trust;  defrauding  of  Canada's  sovereign 
jurisdiction  and  extradition  procedure. 

Today  a new  justice  minister  has  replaced  Mr.  Rock,  who  recently  turned 
over  the  case  to  a governmental  office  of  the  privacy  commissioner  to 
assess  the  material  for  privacy  and  security  concerns.  On  May  11,  1998 


Justice  Minister  Anne  McLellan  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons:  " ...As 
soon  as  I am  satisfied  and  the  privacy  commissioner  is  satisfied  that  we 
can  release  the  report  we  will  do  so."  In  mid  Dune  the  privacy 
commissioner  returned  the  documents  with  its  opinions  to  the  minister, 
although  at  this  time  we  still  don't  have  any  further  information.  The 
fact  is  that  all  evidence  supplied  to  the  Canadian  extradition  court  in 
1976  by  the  F.B.I.  had  been  fabricated,  severely  violating  the  trust 
between  consenting  states  under  international  protocol;  while  duping  the 
Canadian  government  and  the  peoples  of  Canada.  This  stain  has  been  carried 
forward  year  after  year  in  Canada  working  its  way  for  a remedy  ever  since 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  in  1989  recognized  the  fraud  that  had  occurred 
and  recommended  a political  remedy.  In  the  summer  of  1996,  former 
parliamentarian  Warren  Allmand  assessed  the  "Peltier  files"  upon  the 
minister's  request  and  concluded  his  review  with  a 14-page  report  which  to 
this  day  has  also  never  been  made  public  although  he  was  given  the 
assurance  by  the  minister  at  the  time  that  a decision  would  come  shortly. 

The  Canadian  government  and  the  Minister  of  Justice  need  to  hear  from 
the  world  community  now  more  than  ever  expressing  the  concern  that  if  the 
truth  had  been  presented  during  the  extradition  process,  an  innocent  man 
would  never  have  been  extradited.  We  would  like  to  ask  people  to  express 
your  outrage  over  the  callous  abuse  and  breach  of  trust  of  international 
protocol  in  another  country's  jurisdiction  and  the  abuse  and  violation  of 
a person's  fundamental  human  rights.  Make  a strong  appeal  for  the 
government  of  Canada  and  the  Minister  of  Justice  to  annul  Leonard  Peltier's 
extradition  and  seek  his  return  to  Canada.  Also  state  your  growing  concern 
over  Leonard's  deteriorating  health;  that  he  is  not  being  given  proper 
medical  treatment.  Further  state  your  support  for  Canada's  strong  protest 
of  such  abuse  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  U.S.  Attorney 
General.  And  finally  to  join  in  a worldwide  and  growing  chorus  of 
political  endorsements  from  governmental  bodies  and  representatives  for 
Leonard  Peltier's  immediate  release  through  executive  clemency. 

And  finally  and  most  important  is  the  growing  alarm  over  Leonard's 
deteriorating  health;  that  he  is  not  being  given  the  medical  treatment 
which  prison  doctors  themselves  have  recommended  and  which  he  can  only 
receive  at  specialized  clinics,  such  as  the  Mayo  Clinic  in  Rochester,  Mn 
which  has  agreed  to  take  him  on  as  a patient.  Leonard  suffers  from  a 
permanent  lockjaw,  with  a mouth  that  can  not  close  or  open;  the  tremendous 
pain  of  atrophied  fused  jaw  bone  and  muscles,  abscessed  teeth,  recurring 
headaches  and  eating  food  he  can  only  mash  with  his  tongue.  Please  stress 
the  urgency  for  his  freedom  on  the  basis  of  humanitarian  considerations 
regarding  his  growing  health  problems. 

While  Canada's  Parliament  is  presently  in  recess  and  a decision  not 
expected  from  the  minister  until  it  resumes  this  September,  now  is  the 
time  to  urgently  send  in  your  letters,  faxes  and  e-mails.  Please  let  the 
minister  know  of  this  outrageous  injustice  for  the  past  22  years.  You  can 
reach  her  at: 

The  Hon.  Anne  McLellan, 

Justice  Minister  of  Canada 

239  Wellington  St.,  Ottawa 

Ontario  Canada  K1A  0H8 

Fax:  (613)  996-4516  and  (613)  954-0811 

e-mail:  mclellan . a@parl . gc . ca 

Write  to  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada  and  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
and  International  Trade  requesting  a strong  objection  of  the  international 
violations  including  breach  of  trust  and  abuse  of  human  rights  with  the 
recommendation  for  Leonard  Peltier's  return  to  Canada  or  his  immediate 
release  through  executive  clemency. 

The  Hon.  Lloyd  Axworthy 

Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  & Int'l  Trade 
The  Lester  B.  Pearson  Bldg. 

125  Sussex  Dr.,  Ottawa,  On.  Canada  K1A  0G2 
Fax:  (613)  992-7559;  (613)  944-1246 


The  Hon.  Dean  Chretien 

Prime  Minister  of  Canada 

201  Langevin  block,  80  Wellington  St., 

Ottawa,  Ontario  Canada  K1A  OA2 
Fax:  (613)  957-5673 

Peoples  should  also  write,  email  and  fax  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  this  matter  of  Canada's  involvement  and  its  search  to  rectify 
this  injustice;  condemning  the  FBI  for  duping  the  peoples  of  Canada,  its 
government  and  diplomatic  protocol.  To  grant  Peltier  his  freedom  through 
executive  clemency  and  objecting  to  how  the  USA's  reputation  remains 
forever  tarnished  by  its  actions  in  this  regard.  In  all  cases,  please 
appeal  for  swift  political  action  for  immediate,  urgent  and  proper  medical 
treatment  for  Leonard. 

President  Bill  Clinton 

The  White  House,  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave., 

Washington,  D.C.  U.S.A.  20500 

Fax:  (202)  456-2461 

e-mail:  president@whitehouse.gov 


For  more  information,  contact: 

LPDC  Canada 

43  Chandler  Drive,  Scarborough, 

Ontario  Canada  MIG  1Z1 
tel/fax:  (416)  439-1893 
e-mail:  lpdccfd@web.net 

For  more  details  on  Canada's  involvement,  check  out  the  web  site: 
http://www.execulink.com/~hkoehler/peltier.htm 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  support  and  solidarity, 

Frank  & Anne  Dreaver 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  Canada 
All  My  Relations 

Dan  Smoke  - Asayenes  & Mary  Lou  Smoke  - Asayenes  Kwe 
Producers/Hosts  "Smoke  Signals"  First  Nations  Radio  Program 
Radio  Western,  CHRW,  94.7  FM 
(519)  659-4682  fax  (519)  453-3676 

"RE : Prisoners'  Dustice  Day"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Dul  1998  15:45:32  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Susanne  Michelle  Hrybko  <hrybko@sfu . ca> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Dustice  Day  - Vancouver 

UUCP  email 

Press  release  from  Prisoners'  Dustice  Day  Committee,  Vancouver  re:  This 
year's  events  in  Vancouver 

August  10th  is  a day  set  aside  each  year  when  prisoners  and  supporters 
gather  to  honour  the  memory  of  the  men  and  women  who  have  died  unnatural 
deaths  in  Canadian  prisons. 

On  August  10th,  1974,  Eddie  Nalon  bled  to  death  in  a solitary  confinement 
unit  at  Milhaven  Maximum  Security  Prison  near  Kingston,  Ontario  when  the 
emergency  call  button  in  his  cell  failed  to  work.  An  inquest  later  found 
that  the  call  buttons  in  that  unit  had  been  deactivated  by  the  guards. 
Prisoners  at  Milhaven  marked  the  anniversary  of  Eddie's  death  by  fasting 
and  refusing  to  work. 

What  started  as  a one  time  event  behind  the  walls  of  Milhaven  Prison  has 
become  an  international  day  of  solidarity.  On  this  day,  prisoners  around 
the  world  fast,  refuse  to  work,  and  remain  in  their  cells  while  supporters 
organize  community  events  to  draw  public  attention  to  the  conditions  inside 
prisons . 

The  urgent  need  for  change  within  both  the  criminal  justice  system  and  the 


prison  system  is  accentuated  when  we  look  at  the  increasing  number  of 
prisoner  deaths  in  Canada.  The  most  recent  toll  from  Statistics  Canada 
indicates  that  for  the  1996-97  period,  there  were  101  deaths  of  federal 
prisoners  and  44  deaths  of  provincial  prisoners.  Prison  deaths  from  murder, 
suicide,  and  neglect  can  and  must  be  prevented. 

In  Vancouver  there  will  be  a number  of  free  public  events  to  commemorate 
the  day: 

1)  Friday,  Duly  24th,  7-9pm 

Public  Information  Forum  at  the  Urban  Native  Education  Centre,  285  East 
5th  Ave.,  featuring  The  Lil'wat  Drummers,  The  Ts'peten  Defense  Committee, 
Kelly  White,  The  Aboriginal  Women's  Action  Network,  and  performer  Kathleen 
Yearwood 

2)  Tuesday,  Duly  28th,  7:30-9:30pm 

Voices  From  Within  at  Video-In,  1965  Main  street.  A screening  of  Elsa 
Pang's  "Prison  Obituary",  plus  various  shorts  including  "You  Don't  Look  for 
Street  Signs  When  You're  in  a Dungle",  and  "Instead  of  Prisons"  1980 
interview  with  Flowie  Brown,  speakers  Kris  Lyons,  Doint  Effort,  and 
performance  by  Penny  Singh 

3)  Saturday,  August  1st,  5-7pm 

A focus  on  FIIV/AIDS  in  prisons  at  The  Gathering  Place,  609  Helmcken  Street 
featuring  BCPWA  Prison  Outreach  Project,  Eddie  Rouse,  Sharon  Street  from 
the  BCCW  HIV  Peer  Education  Team,  and  musical  performance  by  Ani  Kyd. 

4)  Sunday,  August  9thm  l-3pm 

Memorial  Rally  in  front  of  the  Vancouver  Pre-Trial  Centre,  275  East 
Cordova  Street.  This  event  will  include  BCPWA  Prison  Outreach  Project, 
Karlene  Faith,  Third  World  Alliance,  Kris  Lyons,  The  Ts'peten  Defense 
Committee,  Kelly  White,  Eddie  Rouse,  The  Lil'wat  Drummers,  Wayde  Compton, 
Daughters  of  the  Wind,  and  LOUD. 

5)  There  will  also  be  programming  on  CO-OP  Radio  CFRO  102.7FM's  Stark  Raven 
show  August  3rd  and  10th  and  on  Kla  How  Ya  FM  on  August  7th.  Please  let  us 
know  of  anything  being  organized  in  your  area. 

PRISONERS'  DUSTICE  DAY  COMMITTEE 
P.0.  Box  78005,  2606  Commercial  Drive, 

Vancouver,  B.C.  V5N  5W1 
fax:  (604)  872-0509 

(The  committee  can  also  be  contacted  by  leaving  e-mail  messages  at 
hrybko@sfu . ca) 

"RE : Poem:  A Nation's  Shame"  

Date:  Sat,  4 Dul  1998  00:07:29  -0400 
From:  Peter  Cole  <pcole@sfu . ca> 

Sub j : a nation's  shame 

UUCP  email 

Duly  4,  1998 

To  Whom  it  May  Concern; 

I sent  this  letter/poem  to  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  and  the  NYTimes 
oped  page  on  Dune  8 and  I have  not  heard  back  from  either  place  so  I send 
it  to  you. 

In  peace. 

all  my  relations 

Peter  Cole 

Dune  8,  1998 

Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell, 

Chairperson,  Select  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

380  Russell  Senate 

Office  Building,  Washington,  DC  20510, 

Senator  Campbell; 


ama  sqit  senator  Campbell 


and  all  eyes  else 

this  is  my  letter/poem  in  support 

of  mr  leonard  peltier 

longtime  political  prisoner 

of  the  us  government 

fyi  mr  peltier  is  not  an  indian 

he  is  a member  of  the  first  peoples 

of  this  continent 

not  of  the  subcontinent 

of  india 

o:na 

Peter  Cole 

Stl'atl'imx  Nation,  British  Columbia 

With  Respect  to  the  Incarceration  of  Leonard  Peltier 

until  leonard  peltier 

can  be  or  become  something  other 

than  part  of  a bothersome  native  issue 

involving  among  other  things 

the  incipient  and  continuing  and  continued 

illegal  expropriation  annexation  and/or  illegal  purchase 

of  all  of  the  contiguous  and  outlying  lands 

of  these  so  called  united  states  of  america 

together  with  the  violent  extinguishment  of  the  rights 

including  the  inherent  right  to  sovereignty 

of  the  original  and  autochthonal  inhabitants  of  this  country 

he  will  not  have  freedom 

until  the  extraterritorial  appropriation 

by  this  excessive  oppressive  foreign  occupying  armed  force 
called  the  united  states  government  and  its  peoples 
now  in  its  third/fifth  century  of  illegal  occupation 
of  these  once  pristine  environments 

of  which  the  original  inhabitants  are  in  perpetuity  stewards 
is  overturned  and  the  governments  thereof  and  therein 
return  to  the  indigenous  people  their  right  and  privilege 
to  enjoy  and  benefit  from  their  special  relationship 
with  these  their  ancestral  home/lands  and  to  their  relations 
the  animals  and  plants  fishes  and  birds 

together  with  the  right  of  all  to  unsullied  waters  and  clean  air 

until  this  precipitates  on  the  united  states  of  america 

leonard  peltier  in  one  body  or  another 

in  one  name  or  another  will  not  be  granted  freedom 

from  the  prison  from  the  foreign  laws 

of  this  occupying  power 

there  will  always  be  a leonard  peltier 

in  a prison  in  these  lands 

there  will  all  ways  be  many  leonard  peltiers 
placed  there  by  the  agents  and  agencies 

of  foreign  domination  and  takeover  and  their  provocateurs 
held  there  by  five  centuries  of  breathholding  shame 
shame  which  is  the  true  face  the  real  name  of  this  america 

there  will  always  be  bad  medicine  in  this  place  spread 
throughout  the  geography  and  people  and  actions  of  these  united  states 
ensuring  that  this  country  will  never  become  great 

or  even  good  or  even  all  right  or  not  so  bad  or  just  evil  by  default 
rather  than  design 

this  will  continue  until  the  visitors  return  home  repatriate 
or  until  the  first  peoples  are  given  back  their  rights  and  dominions 
including  control  of  them 
as  human  beings  walking  on  this  earth 


there  is  always  talk  in  america  of  the  peace  process 
somewhere  in  the  world 

but  it  never  has  to  do  with  anything  taking  place  at  home 

you  want  a west  bank  america 

look  south  of  the  49th  parallel 

look  north  of  the  rio  grande 

look  east  of  the  pacific  ocean 

look  west  of  the  atlantic  ocean 

you  want  a west  bank  america 

look  to  alaska  and  hawai'i 

this  is  your  west  bank  four  million  square  miles  of  it 

let  us  not  forget  in  speaking  of  this  west  bank 

to  look  at  what  you  call  the  louisiana  purchase 

and  the  appropriation  through  force  of  arms  texas  California 

new  mexico  arizona  from  other  foreign  occupying  forces 

the  annexation  of  hawai'i  the  purchase  of  alaska  from  people 

who  did  not  even  own  it  any  more 

than  Charles  james  george  elizabeth  henry 

philip  ferdinand  isabella  innocent  pius  and  gregory  owned  it 
certainly  it  was  not  the  indigenous  people  who  sold  it  to  you 

not  only  did  you  not  ask  the  first  peoples 

if  you  could  come  if  you  could  stay  for  more  than  a brief  visit 

on  a visitor's  visa  or  even  on  your  own  cognizance 

you  did  not  ask  the  stones  or  the  forest  nations 

the  rivers  or  the  sky  the  fourleggeds  or  the  insect  nation 

these  things  you  do  not  know  about 

because  you  are  disconnected 

from  your  spirit  and  from  the  land  you  violate 
in  every  way  you  can  find  to  do  so 

why  is  it  overwhelmingly  the  poor  who  are  (in)  your  prisons 

while  you're  looking  at  the  map  america 

let  your  gaze  rest  on  puerto  rico  Vietnam  the  middle  east 

mexican/indonesian/kenyan  export  processing  zones 

beneficiaries  of  so  called  international  free  trade 

look  at  the  imf  world  bank  the  un  foreign  aid  the  peace  corps 

look  at  the  presence  of  your  navy 

your  army  your  marines  your  nuclear  missiles  your  peace/keepers 
like  a plague  across  the  world  purportedly  ensuring  freedom 
now  your  latest  shamed  president  wants  a hundred  million  dollars  plus 
to  fight  bioterrorism 

how  ironic  with  the  usa  being  the  world's  biggest  bioterrorist 

much  of  it  against  its  own  people 

if  you  follow  the  trail  of  this  targeted  money 

you  will  see  it  will  be  used  for  research 

and  development  into  creating  more  tools  which  is  to  say  weapons 

with  which  to  oppress  the  rest  of  the  world  including  its  own  citizens 

more  ways  and  means  to  suppress  the  free  speech 

your  citizens  claim  to  hold  so  dear 

we  all  know  where  aids  really  came  from 

and  how  much  money  pharmaceutical  companies  are  making 

because  of  it  let  us  talk  about  this  recombinant  dna  lab  monster 

that  you  have  brewed  in  your  belly  america 

when  we  talk  about  germ  warfare 

about  biological  terrorism 

there  is  no  room  for  negotiation  now 

with  respect  to  the  western  way 

that  has  not  worked 

maybe  PRATEC  will  open  some  eyes 

maybe  those  fires  in  florida  will 

the  ice  storms  no  america  will  not  bend 

america  will  not  lose  face 

if  only  america  knew  how  little  face 


it  had  to  lose  in  the  world  community 
letting  leonard  peltier  free  would  show 
the  injustice  the  united  states  of  america  blames 
the  rest  of  the  world  for  perpetrating 
look  homeward  america 

leonard  peltier  is  a shackled  guest  of  mrs  and  mr  america 
and  kids  america  who  will  grow  into  mrs  and  mr  america 
in  your  house  of  detention  and  torture  and  shame 
they  are  not  kind  to  him  there  they  not  even  civil 
they  did  not  become  prison  guards  and  wardens 
because  they  are  nice  people 

now  would  be  a good  time  america  to  let  leonard  out 
now  would  be  a good  time  to  admit 

you  manufactured  another  big  mistake  another  collosal  lie 
that  all  the  acid  rain  in  Pennsylvania  and  ohio 
couldn't  wash  from  your  s/oiled  countenance 

leonard  peltier  has  to  ask  for  justice 

from  the  world's  largest  extraterritorial  colonial  presence 

he  has  to  ask  that  his  case  be  heard  in  its  courts 

knowing  that  this  country  has  no  soul 

nevertheless  he  presses  his  case 

because  these  are  the  concatenations 

he  has  to  negotiate 

it  must  break  his  heart 

to  have  to  ask  the  monster  for  parole 

because  the  monster  does  not  like  questions 

it  likes  only  tacit  obeisance 

I can  see  mr  all  america  boy 

now  home  fresh  faced  from  china 

talking  about  tienneman  square  and  civil  rights  abuses 
I can  see  mr  all  sitting  in  the  oval  office  of  the  'white'  house 
that  was  built  by  slaves  from  africa  waiting  to  say  no  way  leonard 
sleep  in  the  dirt  eat  my  dust  rot 

maybe  not  in  those  words  no  mr  president  speaks  other/words 
it  keeps  his  face  from  getting  wrinkled 
not  that  lies  don't 

leonard  peltier  knows  america 

as  a violating  presence  in  the  world 

a hiroshima  nagasaki  nevada  bikini  atoll 

(ha  and  you  complain  about  indian  and  pakistan) 

desert  storm  memorialization  presence 

leonard  knows  america  as  the  dys/claimer  of  turtle  island 
this  is  the  america  the  rest  of  the  world  knows 
and  speaks  of  in  asides  and  secret  memos  insinuations 
this  standing  army  waiting  to  invade 
this  corporate  presence  waiting  to  invade 

this  transmedia  propagandizing  selfaggrandizing  advertisement 

waiting  to  invade  anyone  anything  for  money 

leonard  if  you  were  a commodity 

the  stock  exchange  might  find  a future  for  you 

but  you  are  not  a big  enough  issue  in  america 

you  have  to  wait  behind  the  whitehouse  scandals 

leonard  if  you  were  more  marketable  if  somebody  could  make  billions 
from  you  out  of  prison  you'd  be  out  today 

when  america  uses  the  euphemism  'global  village' 

it  really  means  global  strip  mall 

what  does  this  america  know  of  village 

this  nation  which  disgraces  itself  over  and  over  again 

even  in  the  eyes  of  its  own  citizens  its  voters 

what  is  in  the  heart  of  this  country 

that  keeps  leonard  peltier 


from  walking  the  earth  with  his  sisters  and  his  brothers 

as  a free  human  being 

no  doubt  about  it  none  at  all  this  is  the  american  way 
there  is  nothing  even  remotely  unamerican  about  it 
to  say  america  is  to  say  violence  incarnate 
manifest  destiny  is  another  way  of  saying 
we  are  the  only  race  that  matters  how  much  more 
racist  can  you  get 

when  I heard  someone  singing  america  the  beautiful 

I knew  this  country  needed  a new  song 

something  more  appropriate  more  uptodate 

oh  say  can  you  see  leonard  peltier  is  a prisoner 

of  every  person  in  these  united  states 

who  says  I am  proud  to  be  an  american 

he  is  the  prisoner  of  everyone 

who  says  I am  proud  to  be  a patriot 

this  invasive  autocratic  plutocratic  presence 

this  colonial  force  has  through  the  wills 

of  individual  immigrant  persons 

handed  down  deeded  bequeathed 

to  their  children  and  grandchildren 

land  which  was  never  theirs  to  give  or  take 

title  to  resources  which  are  not  resources 

but  living  parts  of  the  earth 

the  stones  and  the  forests  and  the  rivers 

that  are  the  heritage  of  leonard  peltier 

in  their  original  state 

and  what  has  america  done  to  leonard  peltier 
it  has  put  him  into  a hole  and  forgotten  him 

immigrants  since  the  first  whiteship  brought  laws 
from  englandspainfrancehollandportu  and  other  places 
they  forged  and  legislated  new  laws 

to  ensure  they  could  do  and  continue  to  do  what  they  wanted 

and  justify  what  they  did  or  wanted 

to  do  using  their  own  laws  and  prevarications 

there  was  a law  of  the  land  when  the  first  whites  landed 
it  was  called  living  in  the  village 

it  was  called  honouring  the  spirit  of  all  living  things 
but  this  has  never  been  the  way  of  america 

to  obey  the  laws  of  the  nations 

their  way  has  been  to  destroy  the  original  inhabitants 

by  any  means  possible  and  enforce  their  own  way 

it's  called  capitalism  it's  called  commerce 

under  the  euphemism  free  market  economy  free  enterprise 

free  for  whom  for  the  greedy  the  soullness  the  empty 

and  this  is  all  that  america  is  about 

and  political  prisoners  called  other/wise 

renamed  with  some  other  sobriquet  some  alias 

must  be  a song  in  there  somewhere 

but  it's  not  about  freedom  for  leonard  peltier 

each  and  every  person  in  america  has  slammed  the  door  turned  the  key 

locked  leonard  peltier  in  his  cell 

america  you  need  a new  statue  in  new  york  harbour 

the  one  that  is  there  should  be  blindfolded 

with  weapons  of  mass  destruction  in  one  hand 

and  a wad  of  laundered  bills  in  the  other 

what  definition  of  liberty  america 

can  you  be  thinking  of 

what  definition  of  'great' 


at  thanksgiving  time  in  america 

when  every  school  in  new  jersey  practices  racist  caricaturing 
of  the  first  peoples  of  this  continent 
when  the  people  of  america  fill  themselves 

with  dead  birds  and  dead  pigs  and  pesticided  fungicided  herbicided  vegetables 
and  predigested  self-righteous  congratulations 
for  their  greatness  as  a country  among  countries 
I think  of  leonard  peltier  in  his  cell 

I think  of  the  denial  of  individual  and  tribal/nation/al  sovereignty 
of  ab/original  peoples  by  the  mostly  white  immigrants  to  this  continent 
I think  of  the  planned  and  implemented  slaughters 
the  perpetual  genocide  that  is  this  country's  legacy 
from  its  foreparents 

beginning  with  95  percent  of  the  ab/original  peoples 

through  direct  military  warfare  and  undocumented  ex  officio  massacres 

like  wounded  knee 

how  many  children  have  you  killed  today  america 

not  to  forget  diphtheria  anthrax  smallpox  measles  infected  blankets 
america  was  born  using  biological  warfare 

it  is  part  of  the  plan  that  made  this  country  what  it  is 

the  killing  of  pregnant  women  the  newborn  the  unborn  young  children  the  old 

the  disabled  and  as  many  men  as  you  could  without  having  to  reload  your 

precious  phallus  this  is  the  legacy  of  white  america 

for  its  children  and  grandchildren 

and  so  on  down  the  line 

leonard  peltier  has  to  plead  with 

the  president  of  these  united  states  and  his  aides  and  advisors 
for  his  right  to  freedom 

he  already  has  the  right  it  is  the  freedom  he  is  after 
but  sometimes  the  president  of  the  usa  doesn't  hear  these  pleas 
because  he's  in  somebody  else's  pocket 

somebody  else's  hot  tub  somebody  else's  you  choose  the  noun 
and  the  r-value  is  such  that  he  can't  hear  leonard 
the  acoustics  aren't  so  good  in  those  places 

is  it  not  often  times  the  will  of  the  president  to  enact  injustice 
just  so  long  as  its  not  front  page  injustice 

at  least  not  too  many  times  in  a week  front  page  nytimes  injustice 

until  leonard  peltier  gets  onto  the  wire  services 
the  school  curricula  the  government  bills  the  media 
he  will  stay  in  prison 

because  america  is  about  high  profile  stories 
because  america  is  about  cowboys  winning 
and  'indians'  being  put  on  reservations 
like  the  man  says  on  the  cd 

prisons  are  the  fastest  growing  reservations  in  this  country 

until  leonard  peltier  can  become  a thorn  in  the  foot 

a boil  on  the  behind  a pimple  on  the  face 

of  the  american  justice  system 

his  voice  will  not  be  heard 

because  america  is  about  cosmetic  surgery 

because  america  is  about  looking  good 

because  america  is  about/face 

until  leonard  peltier  can  become  the  biggest  embarrassment 
to  a country  with  no  shortage  of  that  commodity 
until  leonard  can  be/come  the  biggest  source  of  shame 
in  a country  which  claims  to  celebrate 

fairness  and  freedom  and  truth  cough  cough  cough 

out  of  one  side  of  its  mouth 

while  selling  arms  to  the  highest  bidder 

on  the  other  side 

he  will  not  be  free 


because  america  is  about  how  much  tarnish  can  a national  image  take 

just  ask  richard  nixon  john  kennedy  george  bush 

ronald  reagan  and  the  new  boy  on  the  block 

and  if  I missed  anyone's  name  please  see  me  after  clash 

america  is  afraid  of  being  cited  ridiculed  shamed 

called  down  for  its  five  hundred  year  history  of  war  crimes 

internal  and  international  for  its  history  of  genocide 

against  the  first  peoples  of  this  and  other  continents 

ask  your  current  boywonder  why  he  won't  sign 

the  united  nations  war  crimes  tribunal  the  new  nuremberg 

tell  the  fairy  tale  answer  he  gives  you  to  your  children  at  night 

and  see  if  it  puts  them  to  sleep  a two  year  old  wouldn't  believe  it 

while  we're  on  the  subject  of  the  un  what's  this  'security  council'  for 

why  shouldn't  every  country  be  on  the  security  council  have  a veto 

because  it's  the  big  boys  club  and  they  have  secrets 

they  don't  want  anybody  to  know  about 

because  they  got  sling  shots  and  peashooters  and  words 

they  want  to  keep  from  the  ears  of  the  unready 

who  do  you  think  the  unready  is  composed  of 

you  me  and  us  and  why  aren't  we  ready?  --  we  are 

they've  just  read  us  wrong  this  time  the  poll  is  wrong 

until  leonard  peltier 

can  become  front  page  news  in  the  new  york  times 

until  he  is  invited  to  talk  on  those  dippy  talk  shows 

where  people  are  paid  to  applaud 

where  they  have  cheerleaders 

to  keep  up  the  profile  of  the  chat  host/ess 

who  make  downwards  of  half  a million  dollars  a week 

until  leonard  is  mentioned  by  sports  announcers 

colour  commentators  anchor  people  retired  football  players 

until  he  becomes  a war  hero  soap-opera  hero  baseball  hero 

to  the  american  people 

a known  entity  commodity  news  event  catch  phrase  soundbyte 

until  mattel  can  make  a mint  or  disney  or  lowneys 

20th  century  fox  www.sonytheatres.com 

making  leonard  peltier  dolls  and  films  and  t-shirts 

he  will  not  even  exist  in  the  minds  of  america 

or  even  in  the  periphery  of  their  vision  audition  perdition 

because  america  is  about  mottos  and  public  personas 

because  america  is  about  who's  on  first  not  who's  in  prison 

especially  if  they're  indigenous  or  'other'  other 

it  doesn't  matter  to  the  american  public 

if  he's  guilty  or  framed 

because  the  united  states  of  america  is  about 
individuals  being  unimportant  statistical  remnants 
if  they're  not  famous  or  rich  or  outrageous  in  a big  way 
individuals  of  no  particular  media-hypeable  stature 

are  not  to  stand  or  sit  or  lie  in  the  way  of  opportunity  and  progress 

hinderances  to  the  art  of  making  it  big  bigger  biggest 

because  everybody  knows  america  is  about  commercials 

and  commercialism  and  commercialization  it's  about  getting  rich 

and  famous  and  crooked  all  at  the  same  time 

it's  in  all  the  papers 

so  who  reads  anyway  least/wise  in  new  jersey 

manhattan  long  island  dc 

why  da  dey  need  ta  read 

dey  got  a hunert  channels  a tv 

videogames  internet  supermarket  tabloids 

hair/nail/tanning  'beauty'  shops 

on  every  corner  and  sometimes  halfway  up  the  block  too 
america  where  nobody  over  40  has  grey  hair 
america  with  noonhour  drive-thru  liposuctioned 


bulemic  surgery  tucked  pinched  addendaed  mr  and  mrs  america 

putting  on  the  dorian  gray  for  another  day 

not  to  mention  the  michael  jackson  the  cher 

the  manwomanteenager  in  the  next  officecarskateboard 

this  is  what  matters  this  kind  of  day  to  day  in  america 

yet  leonard  pettier  is  freer  than  america 
is  or  can  be  or  can  even  imagine  be/coming 
it  is  the  nation  of  america  that  is  behind  bars 
but  it  is  too  blind  deaf  unfeeling 
thickheaded  stupid  and  caught  in  the  traffic 
of  being  itself  to  even  know  it 
america  is  just  a bigger  prison 
than  leavenworth 

how  long  did  it  take  for  nelson  mandela 
to  slide  through  the  racism 
of  a country 

in  which  a majority  of  the  people 
are  indigenous 

to  find  some  kind  of  freedom 
to  be  'heard' 
not  just  to  speak 

how  long  will  it  take  for  leonard  peltier 
to  slide  through  the  racism 
of  a country 

in  which  a majority  of  people 
are  racist 

against  indigenous  people 

because  they  are  ashamed 

in  their  hearts  and  their  spirits 

and  their  minds  and  their  bodies 

for  stealing  our  land  and  destroying  our  cultures 

but  are  too  afraid  to  openly  admit 

because  this  nation  is  guilty 

of  enacting  the  biggest  holocaust 

in  the  history  of  human  being 

and  it  hasn't  stopped  yet 

it  doesn't  know  how  to  go  to  that  place  of  surcease 

because  it  doesn't  know  what  to  do 

with  all  its  leisure  time/space  hands/feet 

except  smoke  take  drugs  beat  somebody  up  make  money 

especially  when  the  theme  parks  close  down 

at  9 o'clock 

and  the  drugs  are  late  or 
not  so  great  anymore 

and  the  cigarettes  make  their  mouths  taste 

like  their  minds  feel 

when  they  do  feel 

and  the  booze  makes  them  look 

eventually  the  way  they  feel  inside 

which  is  nothing  much  of  anything 

america  isn't  interested 

in  what's  on  page  two  or  who's  second  best 

or  what  happened  yesterday  in  afghanistan 

or  east  timor  or  tibet  or  pine  ridge  south  dakota 

it's  either  frontpage  sportspage 

or  the  funny  papers 

if  we  can  get  leonard  peltier 

into  one  of  those  places 

he  has  a chance  of  a fair  or  at  least  lingering  hearing 
a chance  for  freedom  from  incarcerated  oppression 
by  the  united  states  government 


but  don't  bet  on  it 

because  I don't  think  the  new  boy  on  the  block 

and  his  friends  together 

with  the  us  congress 

and  the  house  of  representatives 

can  even  spell  clemency 

let  alone 

even  guess  right 

what  it  means 

on  a multiple  choice  examination 
best  out  of  four 

wake  up  america 

and  look  in/to  the  mirror 

and  tell  me  what  you  see 

before  you  pop  your  first  pill 

before  that  first  fix 

whose  face  is  that 

I see  a president  with  a credibility  problem 

a public  with  a priorization  problem 

a nation  with  an  ego  problem 

a fractured  justice  system 

rampant  racism  sexism  classism 

I see  a corrupt  police  service  armed  forces 

a dismantled  educational  religious 

political  metaphysical  egalitarian 

philosophical  spiritual 

and  so  on  down  the  line  disintegration 

I see  a nation  with  no  more  depth 

than  foundation  cream  shoe  polish  after  shave 

no  more  ethics  than  a dollar  bill 

I see  a nation  that  was  built  on  lies 

a nation  that  was  built  on  blood  mostly  other  people's 

that  was  built  on  stealing  and  more  lies 

and  more  stealing  and  more  lies 

generation  after  generation  of  killing 

nationally  internationally  locally  statewide 

in  the  streets  in  the  schools  church  home 

cafeteria  grocery  store  forest  stream  atm 

and  your  record  abroad  stands 

for  itself 

then  there's  the  killing  once  removed 

on  television  movies  videogames  paperbacks 

I see  a nation  that  tries  so  hard 

to  keep  up  the  image 

of  being  great 

that  it  wouldn't  know  great 

from  a hole  in  the  ozone 

it  wouldn't  know  great 

from  the  mai  treaty  it  should  use  for  toilet  paper 
it  wouldn't  know  great 

especially  if  it  were  unshiny  inexpensive 

healthy  unpackaged  handmade  honest  and  unadorned 

especially  if  it  were  not  for  sale 

especially  if  it  were  free 

but  corporate  america  wouldn't  go  for  that 

how  could  anything  free 

be  great 

no  one  can  stop  america  from  further  destroying  itself 
except  its  own 

common  downtoearth  honest  people 
of  whom  there  are  many 


but  they're  too  busy  trying  to  survive 

trying  to  overcome  the  effects  of  television 

and  substance  abuse  and  unregulated  advertising 

they're  too  busy  trying  to  become  or  remain  healthy 

or  fit  or  awake  or  aware 

they  have  no  time 

to  see  what  their  government  is  doing  to  them 

with  its  diversions  which  are  meant  to  keep  them  busy 

to  keep  them  from  thinking 

to  keep  them  from  singing  protest  songs 

about  the  country  they  live  in 

about  the  people  who  are  supposedly  leading  them 
to  keep  them  otherwise  engaged  when  they're  not  at  work 
because  it's  dangerous  for  a country 
if  the  citizens  think 
because  thinking  citizens 

can  become  voters  and  juries  and  shop  stewards  and  consumer  advocates 

so  the  government  provides  subsidies  for  entertainment  industries 

like  spectator  sports  and  tv  game  shows 

theme  parks  strip  malls  golf  courses  beauty  contests 

a television  in  every  room 

internet  in  every  house 

that'll  keep'm  busy 

and  away  from  protest  marches  and  peace  rallies 

it  is  not  the  president  of  the  united  states 

and  it  cannot  be  that  person 

who  will  set  leonard  peltier  free 

it  can  only  be 

the  people 

all  my  relations 
Peter  Cole 


- — "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Duly  1998  23:14:49  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

New  Request: 

Sub j : Add  Native  Prisoner 

Date:  Mon,  13  Dul  1998  18:58:24  +0300 

From:  "Lize  Kegge"  <inl0549@mweb.co.za> 

Dear  Danet 

I would  appreciate  it  if  you  could  please  add  the  following 
to  the  Native  Prisoner  List: 


Milo  Rose  #090411 

Union  Correctional  Institute 

P.O.  Box  221  A-l  P12115 


Raiford  FL  32083 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Thanks  and  would  appreciate  acknowledging  receipt 
Best  wishes 

Edi  Arangies  via  Lize  Kegge 


While  I can't  pretend  I'm  pleased  to  find  yet  one  more  brother  behind 
bars,  I am  grateful  that  this  brother  is  now  introduced  to  you.  I 
hope  one  or  more  of  our  readers  will  drop  him  or  card  or  letter  to  let  him 
know  he  is  not  forgotten.  I offer  thanks  to  those  of  you  who  have 
written  to  others  who  have  appeared  on  this  list  for  about  a year  now. 

I was  hoping  to  have  another  name  for  you  this  evening.  Yesterday 
I received  a note  asking  me  if  there  were  a charge  for  listing  prisoners 
on  Laura  Brooks'  web  site  (and  in  Wotanging  Ikche).  The  answer  is 
absolutely  not.  If  you  know  of  one,  or  several,  or  many  prisoners 
who  wish  to  correspond  with  Native  people  - please  write  to  me  at 
jans@atlcom.net  or  evestar@juno.com. 
lanet  Smith 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  lones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"03"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

— "RE:  Inspiration:  Screeching  Eagle"  

Date:  Tue,  14  3ul  1998  11:40:12  -0400 

From:  "Brian  A.  3ones"  <B3ones56@compuserve. com> 

Sub j : Screeching  Eagle 

UUCP  email 


Greetings  Brother, 

I have  been  given  several  inspirational  writings  penned  by  my  hand,  but 
guided  by  The  Great  Spirit. 

Today,  I was  told  the  Eagle  is  screeching,  the  call  must  go  out! 

You  are  the  only  one  who  I know  who  can  send  these  writings  so  they  will  be 
received  by  many  of  the  people.  Please  allow  me  to  send  you  these  three, 
in  the  order  they  have  been  written.  Use  them  as  you  are  inspired  by  The 


Great  Spirit. 

Thank  you. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

If  Only 

Upon  our  travel  in  life,  we  search  and  search  relentlessly 

we  search  for  the  meaning  of  life,  but  find  it  does  not  exist 
we  search  for  the  answers  to  our  questions,  but  find  there  are  too  many 
questions  to  be  answered 

we  search  for  love,  but  find  it  buried  too  deeply  within  us  to  shine 
through  to  offer  to  anyone 

we  search  for  dreams,  but  find  them  clouded  by  darkness 

we  search  for  a shining  star  to  wish  upon,  but  find  none  of  our  wishes  come 
true 

we  search  for  friends,  but  never  find  a true  one,  for  they  seem  to  not  exist 
Only  after  having  exhausted  our  search,  do  we  ultimately  realize  that 
our  meaning  of  life  is  the  path  we  walk  upon 

our  questions  are  answered  thru  prayer,  knowledge  and  understanding 
our  love,  which  at  first  flickers  as  a tiny  ember,  grows  into  a glowing 
fire  abundantly  spreading  warmth 

our  dreams  become  goals  created  within  and  focused  upon  with  balance 

our  wishes  become  multitudes  of  blessings 

our  true  friend  an  entire  nation  of  brothers  and  sisters 

And,  of  all  these  areas  in  which  we  search 

the  meaning. . .the  answer... the  love... the  dreams... the  wishes... the  friend 
not  one  is  the  product  of  our  search  or,  of  us 

Each  is  a gift,  each  unique  in  its  virtue  and  each  bestowed  collectively 
These  gifts  are  the  gifts  of  a generous,  loving  Creator  who  lives  within  us 
all 

They  are  the  very  essence  of  Life... the  Manna  which  provides  sustenance 

the  meaning. . .the  answer... the  love... the  dreams... the  wishes... the  friend 

All  gifts  which  our  Creator  has  chosen  to  unconditionally  and  unselfishly 
give  us . . . 

if  only  we  would  stop  to  listen  and  understand 

Donna  Hopkins-lones  1998 
++++++++++++++++++ 

Realization  of  Truth 

Are  you  ready  to  listen  to  the  realization  of  truth?  Would  you  recognize 
it  if  you  heard  it? 

Try,  try  to  hear  the  sighing,  the  wailing  and  the  breaking  of  a fragile 
heart.  For  these  are  the  sounds  of  truth,  which  vibrate  into  and  pierce 
the  air  we  breathe  every  day.  Perhaps  for  you  they  may  be  faintly  heard, 
just  as  a single  raindrop  can  be  heard  falling  from  the  sky  above  onto  a 
pane  of  glass ...  listen  closely,  can  you  hear  them? 

However,  know  this,  these  sounds  are  not  faint,  they  are  LOUD.  For  there 
is  one  who  can  hear  them  turbulently  because  they  resonate  from  within  Her. 

For  decades.  She  has  recognized  this  truth,  and  yet.  She  has  patiently  and 
silently  sat,  with  this  recognition  of  truth  thoroughly  buried  within  the 
depths  of  her  bowels,  as  She  dies  more  with  the  passing  of  time. 

Are  you  ready  to  listen  to  the  realization  of  the  truth  She  lives  with? 
This  is  the  realization  of  truth ... "Civilized"  mankind  believes  all  are 
his  possessions  to  wantonly  be  taken,  sold,  bought  and  destroyed . "Civilized" 
mans'  greed,  selfishness  and  abuse  have  brought  on  these  sounds  of  sighing, 
wailing  and  the  breaking  of  a fragile  heart.  And  to  what  end?  To  sell, 
own,  build,  pollute,  annihilate  and  destroy  everything  and  anything  upon 
our  dear  Mother  Earth. 

He  does  not  care  about  the  wasted  bounty  or,  of  the  value  of  the  lands 


abundant  with  herbs,  plants  and  trees  or,  of  the  creatures  who  inhabit 
these  lands  he  marauds  and  plunders,  which  causes  extinction  and 
annihilation  or,  of  the  resources  of  fossil  fuels,  water  and  minerals, 
which  he  cannot  replenish.  He  does  not  care  about  the  stockpiling,  the 
killing,  the  destruction,  the  pillaging,  the  plundering,  nor  of  the  raping. 

He  cares  only  of  the  money  and  satisfaction  he  receives  from  his  hoarding, 
the  building  of  highways,  cities  and  houses  upon  the  land  that  he  has 
stolen,  the  bounty  from  the  carcasses  of  the  creatures  he  has  destroyed, 
which  lay  strewn  upon  the  lands  or  in  the  waters,  and  from  the  minerals  and 
fuels  he  incessantly  removes  from  Mother  Earth,  which  he  sells  to  the 
highest  bidder  or  holds  hostage,  causing  wars  that  kill  innocent 
populations . 

These  are  the  truths  that  have  not  been  realized,  these  are  the  truths 
that  must  be  listened  to. 

Her  blessing  of  succor,  selfishly  stockpiled  in  forgotten  warehouses. 

Her  verdure,  abounding  with  medicinal  value,  ravaged  by  back  hoes. 

Her  creatures,  hunted  and  killed  for  the  thrill  of  the  sport  or,  the  bounty 
of  money. 

Her  resources,  the  wealth  of  minerals  and  fuels,  pilfered  and  sold  as 
possessions  owned. 

Now,  She  sits  and  cries  brokenhearted,  knowing  that  the  splendor  She  has 
offered  so  freely  and  lovingly  to  mankind  was  not  appreciated,  nor  ever 
respected.  And  with  the  passing  of  time.  She  always  knew  the  abuse  would 
continue  to  the  point  of  ruination  and  annihilation,  and  yet.  She  kept 
silent,  waiting  for  Her  time  of  protection  from  this  realization  of  truth. 

Who  will  listen  to  the  realization  of  truth?  Who  will  hear  Ina  Maka's 
sighs.  Her  wails.  Her  fragile  breaking  heart  as  they  resonate  rapaciously? 
Are  you  ready  to  hear  the  realization  of  truth?  Please  listen,  because  if 
you  do,  you  WILL  hear  them  and  hear  them,  not  faintly,  but  loudly. 

Now,  She  can  no  longer  sit  and  wait  patiently.  Now  She  desperately  cries 
out,  "Wakan-Tanka,  onishimala  ye  oyate  wani  wachincha!  Oh,  Great  Spirit, 
be  merciful  to  me  so  that  my  people  may  live! 

Who  will  listen  to  the  realization  of  truth  and  to  her  desperate  cry? 

Who  will  stand  up,  walk  forward  and  vow,  "Ina  Maka,  awan  yan  te"  Mother 
Earth,  I seek  to  protect  you. 

Donna  Hopkins-lones  1998 
++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Cry  for  the  Children 

Since  creation,  one  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  life  was  family 
unity... the  mother,  the  matriarch,  the  caretaker  and  teacher;  the  father, 
the  patriarch,  the  provider  and  protector.  Both  mother  and  father  worked 
together  to  teach  the  value  of  the  sacred  life  lessons  they  had  been  taught 
by  their  mothers  and  fathers  to  their  children,  so  the  future  generations 
of  children  would  continue  to  teach  these  lessons  to  their  future 
generations . 

In  this  long  ago  time,  the  children  knew  the  value  of  their  most  important 
parents.  They  understood  that  the  hard  day's  work  of  their  father  brought 
food  and  provided  shelter  or,  a hard  day's  work  upon  the  land  was  rewarded 
by  the  bounty  of  Mother  Earth,  and  the  reward  of  a peaceful  night's  rest. 
They  understood  their  mothers'  hard  work  in  the  open  air  prepared  the  food 
they  ate,  the  clothes  they  wore,  the  water  they  drank,  these  were  the  daily 
and  respected  lessons.  They  knew  and  felt  the  love  they  received  from  their 
mother  and  father,  and  the  security  that  permeated  their  family  unit  and 
life.  They  were  taught  the  sacred  spiritual  lessons,  that,  yes,  there  was  a 
Creator,  and  to  honor  and  follow  His  ways  blessed  their  lives.  They  were 
taught  the  sanctity  of  the  Earth,  to  not  take  anymore  than  needed,  to  use 
everything  that  was  taken  from  Her  and  not  to  waste  any  part  of  the  bounty 
they  had  been  given.  They  were  thankful  for  the  use  of  the  land  and  the 
creatures  that  lived  upon  Her,  and  taught  to  walk  in  beauty,  balance  and 
harmony. 

Today,  the  children  live  in  fear... they  live  in  fear  of  nuclear  holocaust, 
they  live  in  fear  of  biological  warfare.  They  live  surrounded  in  violence 
and  immorality  from  what  they  see  on  television  and  hear  in  the  music  they 
listen  to.  They  learn  of  death  and  violence  from  the  video  games  they  play 


for  hours  on  end,  or  the  movies  they  see  in  theaters.  They  live  in  poverty 
and  neglect,  and  therefore,  see  no  hope.  Their  lives  are  lonely,  and 
without  parental  guidance  and  nurturing  love.  Their  tough  words  hurt,  their 
physical  insults  kill  and  maim,  and  they  do  not  understand  the  grief  they 
bring  upon  themselves,  their  families  or,  their  Creator.  They  drown  their 
lives  indulging  in  the  consumption  of  drugs  or  alcohol  to  quash  their 
hurting  hearts,  but  do  not  understand  this  is  not  the  answer  to  their 
dilemmas  or,  to  life's  questions. 

To  these  children,  a precious  life  means  nothing. . .to  maim  or  kill  is 
easy... so  many  of  our  children  shot  or  beaten  by  those  who  need  to  satisfy 
a desire  they  have  to  own  a gold  ornament,  a piece  of  designer  clothing,  a 
pair  of  brand  named  sneakers  or,  a leather  jacket.  Today,  they  run 
wild ...  satisfying  their  own  desires ...  desires  which  include  killing,  car 
jacking,  breaking  and  entering,  theft,  rape,  physical  violence  or, 
destruction  of  property.  To  them,  this  does  not  constitute  a harm  against 
society,  the  laws  of  mankind,  nor  the  laws  of  their  Creator  who  gave  them 
life.  A term  served  in  a prison  or,  a house  of  detention  has  now  become  a 
status  symbol.  Probation  runs  rampant  amongst  our  children,  our  courts 
are  overloaded  with  juvenile  cases,  and  our  social  workers  cannot  keep  up 
with  the  overload,  burning  themselves  out  and  turning  to  other  professions. 
But,  yet,  this  is  the  children's  cry  for  help,  understanding,  compassion, 
love  and  the  answers  for  their  purpose  of  being  born. 

As  our  children  cry  out  for  help  in  such  desperate  and  devastating  ways, 
who  will  cry  out  to  them  and  take  the  time  to  teach  them?  We  know  that 
answer  already,  don't  we?  We  will  cry  out  to  them.  We  know  the  future 
generations  of  children  will  be  lost  without  these  precious  life  lessons, 
which  have  been  discarded  and  forgotten  like  some  dusty  old  book  tucked 
away  in  an  attic  corner.  We  will  cry  out  to  them  because  we  know  the 
instruction  they  need  in  order  to  save  them  from  their  own 
self-destruction,  lest  they  destroy  themselves  totally.  Everyday  our 
hearts  cry  out  for  the  children,  and  bleed  with  tears  and  sorrow.  A very 
dear  and  wise  brother  quantified  this  when  he  said  to  me  not  too  long  ago, 
"If  my  eyes  could  cry  tears  of  blood  for  the  children,  they  would,"  and  I 
believe  all  share  this  sentiment. 

It  is  now  the  time  to  take  on  our  responsibility  to  teach  the 
children .. .they  are  from  our  loins,  and  are  a precious  gift  of  love  from 
our  Creator,  just  as  wakan  as  the  creation  of  all  creatures,  great  and 
small.  They  are  to  be  nurtured  and  loved,  suckled  with  honey  from  the  time 
of  birth,  tended  to  just  like  the  seedling,  watered  and  carefully  watched 
as  it  germinates  into  a sprouting  plant.  They  are  to  be  provided  with  the 
virtues  of  self-love,  honesty,  sincerity  and  self-esteem  in  order  to  grow 
from  that  seedling  to  one  who  can  stand  tall  and  walk  upon  the  good  red 
road,  the  straight  and  narrow  path,  to  one  who  can  give  their  life  up  to 
their  loving  Creator  and  to  one  who  can  honor  Mother  Earth  and  all  Her 
inhabitants . 

Donna  Hopkins-lones  1998 

"RE : Poem:  U-SAy"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Apr  1997  09:01:22  -0500 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (lohn  Berry) 

Sub j : U-SAy 

UUCP  email 

Here's  one  written  in  a darkling  mood. 

Best,  John  B 


You  Say. . .U-SAy 


You  say,  we  aren't  real  Indians. 

We  say,  you,  don't  know  who  we  are. 


You  say,  we  were  the  violent  ones. 

We  cry,  for  all,  those  lost. 

You  say,  we,  were  the  Indian  givers. 

We  watch,  you,  take  things  back. 

You  say,  we  are  the  stupid  ones. 

We  watch,  you,  ruin  mother  earth. 

You  say,  we  are  the  lazy  ones. 

We  see,  your  own,  go  without. 

You  say,  we  had  no  religion,  before  you  came. 

We  say,  we  know,  all  our  relations. 

You  say,  you  believe  in  freedom. 

We  fight,  in  all,  your  wars. 

You  say,  we  have  no  family  values. 

We  see,  you,  kill  your  own. 

You  say,  this  is  an  honorable  nation. 

We  see,  you,  break  every  treaty  ever  made. 

What  will  you,  say  next? 

John  Berry 
Oklahoma 
1996 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Dul  98  04:29:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  20-26 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

20 

Accept  what  must  be  ...  only  if  you  cannot  make  it  better. 

21 

With  each  lesson  learned,  stand  a little  taller. 

22 

No  victory  is  beyond  our  grasp. 

23 

Rise  with  the  dawn  if  you  would  take  full  measure  of  the  new  day 

24 

The  mountains  watch  over  this  land,  silent  sentinels  of  the  Gods 

25 

Here  is  the  place  where  magic  dwells. 

26 

Let  the  children  lead  you  to  wonder. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows 


Date:  Mon,  13  Duly  1998  23:29:53  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  10  Dul  1998  08:25:05  -0700 
From:  Darren  English  <denglish@sfo. com> 

Sub j : RED  NATIONS  YOUTH  GATHERING  AND  POW  WOW 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

Please  distribute  the  information  about  the  following  event  widely.  The 
event  is  sponsored  by  Litefoot  and  is  being  produced  to  help  give  our 
native  youth  a solid  "foot  up", 
http: //www. sfo . com/~denglish/REDNATIONS 

Red  Nation's  International  Pow  Wow 
August  28-30.1998 
Near  Ft.  Washakie,  WY 

"The  Largest  Outdoor  Pow  Wow  on  the  Continent" 

Over  $63,000  In  Prize  Money 
For  more  info. .. 800-955-1561 


Date:  Sat,  11  Dul  1998  00:58:39  -0400 

From:  Automatic  digest  processor  < LISTSERV@MAELSTROM.STDOHNS.EDU> 

Sub j : TAINO-L  Digest  - 7 Dul  1998  to  10  Dul  1998  (#1998-82) 

2.  Taino  Workshop  and  Men/Women's  Circle,  Duly  18-19,  1998  - Newburgh  NY 


Date:  Fri,  10  Dul  1998  17:20:44  EDT 

From:  Doanna  Soto-Hernandez  Aviles  <DSAviles@AOL.COM> 

Sub j : Taino  Workshop  and  Men/Women's  Circle,  Duly  18-19,  1998  - Newburgh  NY 


Taiguey  Natiaos  (Good  Day  Brothers  & Sisters), 

Hoping  all  is  well  with  you  and  your  loved  ones. 

The  following  is  information  I received  and  was  asked  to  distribute 
regarding  a upcoming  Taino  Workshop  and  Men/Women's  Circle. 

Until  next  time,  may  the  Great  Mystery  Bless,  Guide,  Heal,  Protect,  and 
Sustain  you  and  your  loved  ones,  now  and  always. 

Taino-ti ! 

Doanna  Soto-Hernandez  Aviles 

Maria  "Manati"  Guzman  Robles  & Tzonneeh  Robles 
4 Directions  Lodge 
A Theological  Health  Ministry 
8-B  Dandilion  Lane 


Wallkill  NY  12589 
(914)  566-7061 

Duly  5,  1998 

Brothers  & Sisters  join  us  on  the 
week-end  of 


Duly  18  & 19,  1998 

4 Directions  is  hosting  a Taino  workshop  and  Men/Women's  Circle. 


This  day  we  will  explore  and  learn  who  are  these  people  of  the  first  contact 
with  Columbus.  How  have  they  survived  to  the  present;  how  does  the 
community  of  Maisiti  see  their  future?  This  is  an  opportunity  for  all  who 
are  awakening  to  their  Tainoness  and  for  those  who  wish  to  learn  who  these 
people  are. 

The  speakers  are  Heads  of  Maisiti  and  their  Spiritual  Leaders. 

TAINO  WORKSHOP  - SATURDAY,  DULY  18,  1998 
AGENDA:  10  am  - Registration 

Opening  Prayer 

Introduction  to  4 Directions  & Maisiti 
Talking  Stick 
12  nn  - Lunch  Break 


1 pm  - History  of  the  Tainos  - Manati 
3 pm  - Review  of  Maisiti  - Iuanbo 

5 pm  - Dinner  Break 

6 pm  - Discussion  of  Men/Women's  Energy  - Tzonneeh 
9 pm  - Sharing  Time  with  Speakers 

(Individuals  may  have  private  time  with  them) 

10  pm  - Closing  Prayer 
MEN/WOMEN'S  CIRCLE  - SUNDAY,  DULY  19,  1998 

AGENDA:  10  am  - Registration  (for  those  not  here  Duly  18th) 

Opening  Prayer 
Talking  Stick 

11  am  - Lunch  Break 

12  nn  - Men/Women's  Circles  (where  are  we  on  our  walk) 

2 pm  - Sharing  Circle  (men  & women  together) 

3 pm  - Closing  Prayer 

Please  be  aware  that  you  may  attend  either  or  both  days. 

RSVP  is  of  utmost  importance  to  plan  the  meals. 

++++++  RSVP  by  Duly  15  - in  writing  please  / 8-B  Dandilion  Lane 

how  many  attending  / Wallkill,  NY  12589 
Come  prepared  for  the  weather  as  we  will  be  outdoors 

- no  accommodations  indoors  available.  For  those  attending  the  entire 
weekend, 

please  bring  your  camping  equipment.  No  Cooking  on  the  grounds  as  the  meals 
will  be  hosted  from  the  main  kitchen.  If  you  have  allergies,  take  and  bring 
your  meds  as  the  season  is  strong  here.  Be  aware  that  there  is  poison  ivy, 
oak  and  sumac  on  the  property  so  stay  in  the  cleared  areas.  If  you  have 
small  children,  bring  all  their  needs. 

There  are  sacred  spaces  here  so  you  may  wish  to  bring  your  sacred  items 
for  the  energy  (you  take  these  back  home) . 

BY  TRAIN: 


For  those  traveling  by  METRO-NORTH,  please  be  aware  there  is  ONLY  ONE 
PICK-UP  at  the  Beacon  Station  each  day  (if  you  miss  your  train,  you  will 
have  to  return  to  the  city  as  no  one  is  available  after  we  start) . Call 
METRO-NORTH  (1-800-638-7646)  for  departure  time  from  your  station  to  arrive 
at  Beacon  station  on  Saturday  at  9:30  am  and  Sunday  at  8:30  am.  Try  to 
carpool  if  at  all  possible. 

DRIVING  DIRECTIONS: 


FROM  NEW  YORK  CITY  - 

Take  1-87  North  to  the  Newburgh  Exit  (Exit  17)  - bear  Right  off  ramp  - now 
you  are  on  300  North  - go  to  Maisi  Deli/Sunoco  intersection  - make  a Left 
and  continue  on  300  North  past  Leptondale  Deli  - Coming  up  is  a small  sign 
that  says  Quaker  Street  - make  a Right  and  go  past  cow  farm  and  then  a corn 
farm  and  then  a sheep  farm  (they  may  not  be  out)  - coming  up  on  your  Right 
is  a row  of  mailboxes  - Dandilion  Lane  - make  a Right  and  go  to  blue  and 
white  house  with  statues  on  lawn  - Follow  sign  for  parking  in  the  circle 
that's  part  of  the  property  - WELCOME!!! 

FROM  CONNECTICUT  - 

Take  1-87  to  Newburgh  Exit  - bear  Left  off  ramp  onto  Route  32  North  - go  to 
Maisi  Deli/Sunoco  intersection  - go  straight  as  this  is  now  300  North  - 
follow  directions  as  shown  above. 

FROM  PENNSYLVANIA  - 

Take  1-84  East  to  Exit  300  North  & follow  directions  as  shown  above. 
SUGGESTED  DONATIONS: 


TAINO  WORKSHOP  ONLY 

12  Hrs.  - $25  - single 
$35  - couple 

$55  - families  with  children  under  21 
MEN/WOMEN'S  CIRCLE  ONLY 

6 Hrs.  - $15  - single 


$25  - couples 

$35  - families  with  children  under  21 
COMPLETE  WEEKEND 

18  Hrs.  - $35  - single 
$55  - couples 

$65  - families  with  children  under  21 
NOTE:  Members  of  4 Directions  and  Maisiti  are  1/2  of  above. 

MENU: 

SATURDAY  - Tea,  Coffee,  Bread,  Chips 

LUNCH  - Tossed  Salad,  Pasta,  Tuna  Salad 
DINNER  - Chicken,  Mixed  Rice 
SUNDAY  - Tea  Coffee,  Bread,  Chips 

LUNCH  - Tossed  Salad,  Sandwiches 

Before  leaving  your  home,  please  make  sure  you  have  a heavy  meal  as 
sessions  do  run  long  at  times. 

Any  food  contributions  are  accepted;  water,  drinks  (non-alcoholic)  and 
ice  always  needed  as  are  paper  goods. 

In  Spirit, 

Tzonneeh  & Manati 


Date:  Fri,  10  Dul  1998  14:57:19  -0700 
From:  Dohn  GrosVenor  <grosll2@uidaho.edu> 

Sub j : World  Christian  Gathering  of  Indigenous  People 

O'Siyo  Gary, 

Thanks  for  keeping  us  informed  of  important  issues  and  needs.  We  would 
like  to  announce  a historic  Gathering  of  indigenous  Nations  that  will 
take  place  on  September  5-13  this  year  in  the  sacred  Black  Hills  of 
South  Dakota.  The  first  international  Gathering  of  its  kind  took  place 
in  November  1996  in  Aotearoa/New  Zealand,  hosted  by  the  Maori  people  who 
gave  their  traditional  haka  welcome  during  opening  ceremonies. 

We  are  painfully  aware  of  the  Church's  role  in  suppressing  and 
forbidding  many  of  the  traditions  and  expressions  that  the  Creator  gave 
to  our  ancestors.  However,  many  people  in  Indian  country  are  nonetheless 
meaningfully  involved  today  in  various  churches,  and  they  are  also 
leaders  in  their  tribes.  Among  them  are  those  who  remember  when  they 
were  wrongfully  told  that  "to  be  Christian  you  have  to  stop  being 
Indian"  and  even  powwows  were  off  limits.  They  also  remember  the 
boarding  schools  that  tried  to  eradicate  our  way  of  life. 

Government  and  society  are  still  trying  to  assimilate  us.  Consequently, 
many  of  us  grew  up  without  learning  our  tribal  traditions  and  languages, 
and  much  has  been  lost.  Many  can  fortunately  still  speak  their  language 
but  have  been  doing  ceremony  in  a very  limited  way.  We  do  not  believe  a 
great  division  between  traditional  and  Christian  was  ever  a part  of  the 
Creator's  plan.  The  Gospel  is  not  European  — it  is  universal  — and 
should  never  have  been  forced  upon  us  in  the  form  of  European  culture, 
structures,  and  religion. 

Today,  we  are  discovering  Christian  relatives  who  have  once  again  picked 
up  the  drum  and  regalia  and  are  dancing  with  a newly  found  freedom  and 
fulfillment.  They  are  again  honoring  the  Creator's  gift  through  songs, 
dances,  languages,  regalia  and  stories.  We  know  that  our  Nations  were 
placed  on  Turtle  Island  for  a purpose  yet  much  was  stolen  from  us, 
including  lands  and  our  way  of  life.  But  a time  of  healing  and  a 
revitalized  spirit  is  occurring  and  a coming-together  time  is  either 
imminent  or  happening. 

Some  of  our  Christian  relations  are  also  involved  in  reconciliation 
efforts,  for  much  innocent  blood  has  been  shed  and  there  is 
misunderstanding  and  ignorance  about  this  country's  past.  We  believe 
that  a true  spirit  of  reconciliation  would  include  efforts  to  honor 
tribal  sovereignty  and  to  restore  treaty  relationships,  for  the  treaties 
are  solemn  promises  and  sacred  covenants  made  with  the  tribes  in 
exchange  for  certain  rights  granted  to  the  White  Nation.  This  is  a great 
struggle  for  all  of  us. 


Thus,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Turtle  Island,  First  Nations 
Christian  people  from  the  four  directions  will  gather  here  to  celebrate 
and  pray.  Representative  groups  from  various  indigenous  nations  will 
bring  us  into  their  circle  of  knowledge  with  their  presentations. 

This  second  World  Christian  Gathering  of  Indigenous  People  (WCGIP)  is 
scheduled  for  September  5-13,  1998  in  the  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  civic 
center.  It  will  be  hosted  by  the  indigenous  Christians  from  North 
America.  The  Grand  Entry  and  a traditional  dinner  with  Buffalo  supplied 
by  the  people  of  Cheyenne  River  will  take  place  on  the  6th.  The  first 
night,  the  5th,  will  be  dedicated  to  youth. 

We  ask  for  all  our  relations  to  please  accept  our  invitation  and  look  at 
our  website  at 

http://www.chazm.com/wcgip  for  details. 

"Of  course,  everyone  is  welcome". 

The  people  are  coming  back  to  mend  the  sacred  hoop.... 

Phil  Duran  (Tigua/Chicano) 

John  GrosVenor  (Tsalagi) 

(members  of  the  1998  WCGIP  planning  committee) 


Sub j : Powwow  info 

Date:  98-07-11  13:16:08  EDT 

From:  WAZI  NAGI 

Forwarding  for  your  info  Peg 

From:  REDDWINGG 

MONACAN  NATION  GATHERING 
2ND  WEEK  END  IN  OCT 

BEGINNING  FRIDAY  AT  9 AM  UNTIL  SUNDAY  10  AM 
4 -H  CAMP  IN  HUNTINGTON, WVA 
CALL  PANSY  GIBSON  304-  736-1170 

TOLEDO  POWWOW  SUMMIT  HALL 
TOLEDO  OHIO  3RD  WEEK  END  IN  OCT 
CALL  JOYCE  MAHANEY  FOR  INFO 
AMERICAN  INTER  TRIBAL  OFFICE 
1-419  249-2601 


Date:  Thu,  9 Jul  1998  12:50:36  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : Fwd:  NA  Future 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  WlksonRvr@aol.com 

Heya  guys!  We  are  on  our  way  to  be  off  and  running- -here  is  the  official 
schedule  for  the  1998  Native  American  Future  session.  Can  you  circulate  it 
for  us?  It  would  be  much  appreciated! 
wowahwa-peace, 

WlksonRvr 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  FUTURE  1998 

Duly  5-12,  1998 

10:00  am-10:00  pm  EST 

For  Children  and  Teens  of  all  Nations. 

Dedicated  to  Swan  and  Mac 

<><><><><><<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Welcome  to  all  wishing  to  learn  more  about  Native  American  cultures! 

Please  visit  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FUTURE,  online  learning  experiences  for 
children  and  youth  (of  all  ages!)  Each  session,  offered  by  Native 
Americans  and  friends,  shares  insights  and  gifts  from  many  Native 
American  Cultures.  If  you  wish  to  be  added  to  our  mailing  list,  or  know 
others  who  are  interested,  contact  one  of  the  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FUTURE  staff: 
KispokoT@aol . com 
Garnetl654@aol . com 
WlksonRvr@aol . com 
Storietler@aol . com 


Final  schedules  and  room  links  will  be  emailed  to  you  Duly  3,  1998. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
NATIVE  AMERICAN  FUTURE  Listing  of  Events: 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

DREAM  CATCHER 

Sndreamer-Native  American  Crafts-9  and  older 

"I  am  an  artist  who  loves  to  share  her  art  with  children.  I am  especially 
fond  of  nature  crafts  and  little  fingers!" 

+ 

Materials  needed: 

20"  round  reed  of  thin  grapevine 
3 1/2  yards  sinew  or  cord 
Feathers  and  Beads. 

+ 

Sndreamer  guides  you  through  steps  in  forming  your  personal  dream  catcher. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

SEED  FLOWERS 

Sndreamer-Native  American  Crafts-5-8 

"I  am  an  artist  who  loves  to  share  her  art  with  children.  I am  especially 
fond  of  nature  crafts  and  little  fingers!" 

+ 

Materials  needed: 

30-40  seeds 

10-20  tiny  seeds  (birdseed  is  good) 
thin  cardboard 
glue 
+ 

Have  fun  using  seeds  as  an  art  medium  and  as  a lesson  in  respecting  nature 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

APPLE  HEAD  CORNHUSK  DOLLS 

Senexa,  Native  American  Crafts, 5-12  and  older 

"I  am  of  the  Seneca  Nation  (Iroquois)  and  a grandmother  who  loves  to  teach 
children  to  make  old  time  treasures." 

+ 

Materials  Needed 

1  ear  of  corn  with  kernels  removed  and  dried  with  the  husk  still  attached 
but  pulled  back. 

1 small  granny  smith  or  other  tart  apple. 

2 ft  leather  thong  (shoelaces  work  great) 
scraps  of  leather  or  material  for  clothing 
beads  (optional) 

You  and  Senexa  will  create  a doll  together,  working  step  by  step, 
with  lots  of  time  for  questions. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

GROWING  UP  INDIAN  IN  THE  1940S 
Senexa,  Discussion  9-adult 

"I  am  of  the  Seneca  Nation  (Iroquois)  and  a grandmother  who  loves  to  teach 
children  to  make  old  time  treasures." 

The  past  comes  alive  as  one  of  FUTURE'S  elders,  Senexa,  tells  of  life  as  i 
used  to  be.  This  is  a true  Native  American  learning  experience. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Senexa,  Native  American  Crafts, 5-12 
FEATHER  HAIR  TIES 

"I  am  of  the  Seneca  Nation  (Iroquois)  and  a grandmother  who  loves  to  teach 
children  to  make  old  time  treasures." 

+ 

Materials  Needed 

12"  square  of  leather  or  material 

3 feathers,  preferably  natural 
(eagle  feathers  are  NOT  appropriate) 
glue 

acrylic  or  fabric  paints 
beads  (optional) 

a piece  of  beauty  to  your  regalia  or  your  hair  and  Senexa  helps  you 


+ 


create  your  own  feathered  ties. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Tankashila  and  Senexa  ^Survival  Skills, 

9-adults 

GETTING  COMFORTABLE  WITH  MAMA- -FEELING  AT  HOME  IN  THE  WOODS. 

Tankashila  is  Dakota  (Sioux)  and  Senexa  is  Seneca  Nation  (Iroquois).  As 
grandparents  they  love  to  teach  the  old  ways  of  doing  things  so  the  knowledge 
will  not  be  lost. 

+ 

Materials  needed: 

email  of  animal  tracks  (provided  at  session) 

+ 

We  need  to  enable  our  children's  knowledge  of  the  wilder  parts  of  Turtle 
Island:  what  to  look  for,  enjoy,  be  careful  of,  and  basic  survival  tactics. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Senexa,  Native  American  Crafts, 5-12 
IROQUOIS  COIL  POTS 

"I  am  of  the  Seneca  Nation  (Iroquois)  and  a grandmother  who  loves  to  teach 
children  to  make  old  time  treasures." 

+ 

Materials  Needed 

1 block  of  clay  (preferably  the  air  dry  type  but  also  FIMO  or  Sculpy  could 
be  used) 

1 twig  about  1/4"  thick  and  6"  long 
+ 

Learn  how  Native  Americans  used  different  kinds  of  pots,  then  roll  your  own 
clay  into  coils  and  work  them  into  the  final  shape  you  choose!  Lots  of  time 
for  questions. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

P0L05768,  Native  American  Art,  All  Ages 

"I  am  Algonquin  and  I would  love  to  share  the  art  from  my  Nation." 

+ 

Materials  needed: 

Paper,  pencil,  crayons 
+ 

Polo  will  share  methods  and  ideas  of  self  expression  through  art.  A creative 
experience  for  children! 

<><>:><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

BasketMoon,  Native  American  Art,  all  interested  ages 
TRADITIONAL  BASKET  MAKING 

"I  am  BasketMoon  from  the  Quapaw  nation.  I am  one  of  the  few  traditional 
basket  makers  left  in  Southern  CA." 

Materials  Needed: 

Pine  needles  or  any  long  grass 

cotton  rope  will  work  as  well  for  learning.  Also  need  artificial  sinew  or 
heavy  cotton  thread  and  tapestry  needle 
email  of  stitches  (to  be  provided  at  session) 

Basketmoon  will  teach  how  to  make  coil  baskets  the  traditional  way  of  her 
Peoples.  This  is  a learning  experience- -don ' t miss  it! 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

ScreamEagl,  Speaker/Discussion,  all  interested 
THE  CREATION  OF  THE  MEXICAN  PEOPLE 

"You  can  never  know  EVERYTHING ...  everyone  has  something  to  share  with  others 
and  that  is  what  makes  a person  whole  and  in  balance  with  life." 

ScreamEagl  is  a Anahuac  (Mexica/Purepecha)  Indian  / Filipino  from  CA.  who 
will  pursue  his  PhD  in  Ethnic  Studies.  Beginning  with  the  origins  and 
migrations  of  Indian  peoples,  Eagl  will  trace  the  astounding  formation  of 
the  Mexica  Peoples. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

CHILDREN'S  NATIVE  AMERICAN  TRIVIA 
GrayDeer,  Moderator.  Ages7-up. 

"I  am  3/4  Onondaga/Mohawk  of  the  Deer  clan  and  love  sharing  knowledge  with 
children  of  all  ages--7  to  107,  and  Peoples  of  all  Nations.  GrayDeer  is 
from  Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation  in  NY  and  Canada. 


+ 


Materials  Need 

Today's  trivia  site  link: 

DAY  #1 

<A  HREF= "http: //www. ilhawaii . net/~stony/lorel20. html">Grandmother  Spider 
Steals  the  Fire-Choctaw</A> 
http: //www. ilhawaii . net/~stony/lorel20 . html 
+ 

Check  out  the  link  above,  then  join  GrayDeer  in  a trivia  contest  matching  your 
wits  against  others.  (You  will  LOVE  this  game;  GrayDeer's  weekly  online 
Trivia  games  have  waiting  lines  to  get  in!) 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

CHILDREN'S  NATIVE  AMERICAN  TRIVIA 
GrayDeer,  Moderator.  Ages7-up. 

"I  am  3/4  Onondaga/Mohawk  of  the  Deer  clan  and  love  sharing  knowledge  with 
children  of  all  ages--7  to  107,  and  Peoples  of  all  Nations.  GrayDeer  is  from 
Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation  in  NY  and  Canada. 

+ 

Materials  Need 

Today's  trivia  site  link: 

DAY  #2 

<A  HREF="http://www.thememall. com/Tribes/Pima. htm">Pima-  Gila  River 
Reservation</A> 

http: //www. thememall .com/Tribes/Pima. htm 
+ 

Check  out  the  link  above,  then  join  GrayDeer  in  a trivia  contest  matching 
your  wits  against  others.  (You  will  LOVE  this  game;  GrayDeer's  weekly 
online  Trivia  games  have  waiting  lines  to  get  in!) 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

CHILDREN'S  NATIVE  AMERICAN  TRIVIA 
GrayDeer,  Moderator.  Ages7-up. 

"I  am  3/4  Onondaga/Mohawk  of  the  Deer  clan  and  love  sharing  knowledge  with 
children  of  all  ages--7  to  107,  and  Peoples  of  all  Nations.  GrayDeer  is  from 
Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation  in  NY  and  Canada. 

+ 

Materials  Need 

Today's  trivia  site  link: 

DAY  #3 

<A  HREF="http : //indy4.fdl . cc . mn . us/~isk/ art/beads/wampum . html" >Wampum- -Native 
American  Beadwork-use</A> 

http://indy4.fdl.cc.mn.us/~isk/art/beads/wampum.html 

+ 

Check  out  the  link  above,  then  join  GrayDeer  in  a trivia  contest  matching  your 
wits  against  others.  (You  will  LOVE  this  game;  GrayDeer's  weekly  online 
Trivia  games  have  waiting  lines  to  get  in!) 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

CHILDREN'S  NATIVE  AMERICAN  TRIVIA 
GrayDeer,  Moderator.  Ages7-up. 

"I  am  3/4  Onondaga/Mohawk  of  the  Deer  clan  and  love  sharing  knowledge  with 
children  of  all  ages--7  to  107,  and  Peoples  of  all  Nations.  GrayDeer  is  from 
Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation  in  NY  and  Canada. 

+ 

Materials  Need 

Today's  trivia  site  link: 

DAY  #4 

<A  HREF="http://tqd. advanced. org/3081/terms.htm">Pow  Wow  Terminology</A> 
http : //tqd . advanced . or g/ 3081/terms . htm 
+ 

Check  out  the  link  above,  then  join  GrayDeer  in  a trivia  contest  matching 
your  wits  against  others.  (You  will  LOVE  this  game;  GrayDeer's  weekly 
online 

Trivia  games  have  waiting  lines  to  get  in!) 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

CHILDREN'S  NATIVE  AMERICAN  TRIVIA 
GrayDeer,  Moderator.  Ages7-up. 

"I  am  3/4  Onondaga/Mohawk  of  the  Deer  clan  and  love  sharing  knowledge  with 


children  of  all  ages--7  to  107,  and  Peoples  of  all  Nations.  GrayDeer  is 
from  Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation  in  NY  and  Canada. 

+ 

Materials  Need 

Today's  trivia  site  link: 

DAY  #5 

<A  HREF="http: //indy4. fdl . cc .mn . us/~isk/a rt/ basket /hasp la nt . html" > 
environmental  impact  on  basket  making</A> 
http://indy4.fdl . cc .mn . us/~is k/art /basket /basplant . html 

<A  HREF="http: //indy4. fdl . cc .mn . us/~is k/art /basket /baskcher . html" >Tsalagi  -- 
Cherokee  --  Basketry:  Native  Ameri...</A> 
http: //indy4.fdl .cc .mn .us/~is k/art /basket /baskcher .html 
+ 

Check  out  the  link  above,  then  join  GrayDeer  in  a trivia  contest  matching 
your  wits  against  others.  (You  will  LOVE  this  game;  GrayDeer' s weekly 
online 

Trivia  games  have  waiting  lines  to  get  in!) 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

WayaAgeya4- -Storyteller,  All  Ages 

"More  and  more  we  look  to  the  outside  of  people,  when  the  true  treasures  are 
locked  inside." 

Coyote,  Flawk,  and  Wolf  come  alive  in  heartfelt  stories  told  by  WayaAgeya4, 
Cherokee . 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Tankasila-Storytelling,  All  Ages 

"I  am  Oglala  Lakota..  I believe  what  we  teach  our  Children  we  teach  our 
Grandchildren . " 

loin  Tankasila  as  he  shares  his  Oglala  heritage  with  rich  Lakota  Legends. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Standsalo2- -Storytelling,  K-6,  All  Ages 

"I  am  a Shawnee  from  Ohio  and  the  granddaughter  of  many  many  medicine-women. 

I love  to  share  the  tales 

taught  to  me  as  a child  by  others." 

THE  FIRST  BUTTERFLIES  : Listen  to  the  Creation  Tale"  shared  by  StandsAlo2 
as  learned  from  her  Shawnee  elders. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

1.  PlumleyEyv:  Storytelling  5-13 

"I  am  of  Lakotah  blood  (on  father's  side)  and  was  taught  numerous  stories  of 
all  nations  by  Grandmother,  who  believed  the  true  way  to  know  the  hearts  of 
those  around  was  to  learn  their  stories ...  and  share  those  stories  that  we  may 
all  see  we  are  not  so  different  after  all. 

Selections : 

Chipmunk  & Bear  Iroquois 

Two  Blind  Women  Hicarilla  Apache, 

Basket  Woman,  Mother  of  the  Stars  Pawnee, 

Race  for  Prize  Fish 
Rough  Faced  Girl,  Algonquin 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

2.  PlumleyEyv:  Storytelling  9-adult 

"I  am  of  Lakotah  blood  (on  father's  side)  and  was  taught  numerous  stories  of 
all  nations  by  Grandmother,  who  believed  the  true  way  to  know  the  hearts  of 
those  around  was  to  learn  their  stories ...  and  share  those  stories  that  we 
may  all  see  we  are  not  so  different  after  all 
Selection : 

Stone  Boy  Lakotah 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

3.  PlumleyEyv:  Storytelling  9-adult 

"I  am  of  Lakotah  blood  (on  father's  side)  and  was  taught  numerous  stories  of 
all  nations  by  Grandmother,  who  believed  the  true  way  to  know  the  hearts  of 
those  around  was  to  learn  their  stories ...  and  share  those  stories  that  we 
may  all  see  we  are  not  so  different  after  all 
Selections : : 

The  Ghost  & Lone  Warrior  Arapaho 
One  With  Eagles  Lakotah 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 


1.  MIGHTY  ANT  STORY  HOUR  5-12  and  All  Ages 

Accomplished  Cherokee  and  online  storyteller,  LtL  Ant,  shares  some  of  her 
favorite  stories  with  us  all. 

Selections : 

The  Quillwork  Girl  and  Her  7 Star  Brothers 
The  Longest  Tunnel 
+ 

Activities : 

(Ant ' s Surprise) 

1.  Coloring  page  (download  through  email) 

2.  Children  will  retell  story  in  their  own  and  email  to  LtLANT.  LtLANT  will 
collect  stories  and  share  with  others  who  attended  that  session!  (Parent 
permission  required.) 

3.  Children  may  draw  or  color  a picture  that  tells  about  the  story. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

2.  MIGHTY  ANT  STORY  HOUR  5-12  and  All  Ages 

Accomplished  Cherokee  and  online  storyteller,  LtL  Ant,  shares  some  of  her 
favorite  stories  with  us  all. 

Sit  at  LtlAnt's  tiny  feet  and  listen  to  the  stories  she  will  share  with  us... 
+ 

Activities : 

(Ant's  surprise) 

1.  Coloring  page  (download  through  email) 

2.  Children  will  retell  story  in  their  own  and  email  to  LtLANT.  LtLANT  will 
collect  stories  and  share  with  others  who  attended  that  session!  (Parent 
permission  required.) 

3.  Children  may  draw  or  color  a picture  that  tells  about  the  story. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

3.  MIGHTY  ANT  STORY  HOUR  : Storytelling  5-12  and  All  Ages 
Accomplished  Cherokee  and  online  storyteller,  LtL  Ant,  shares  some  of  her 
favorite  stories  with  us  all. 

Selections : 

The  Fox  and  The  ANT, 

The  Foxes  and  the  Eagle 
+ 

Activities : 

(Ant's  surprise) 

1.  Coloring  page  (download  through  email) 

2.  Children  will  retell  story  in  their  own  and  email  to  LtLANT.  LtLANT  will 
collect  stories  and  share  with  others  who  attended  that  session!  (Parent 
permission  required.) 

3.  Children  may  draw  or  color  a picture  that  tells  about  the  story. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Keetonah-Storyteller,  5-adult: 

-I  write  books  for  children  with  usually  a lesson  in  mind.  As  my 
children  were  growing  up,  it  helped  to  take  a situation  and  take  it  to 
their  level.  I made  the  stories  personal  and  it  worked  well.  I am 
part  Native  American...  still  searching  for  roots  and  have  great 
beliefs  in  the  old  ways. 

I love  to  touch  peoples  hearts! 

Scheduled : 

The  Dream  catcher  and  other  Stories 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Littlecrowz-Storytelling,  All  Ages 

"I  am  a Mingo  from  Pa.  I am  a member  of  the  Rabbit/Turtle  clan,  and  I have 
been  teaching  the  stories  of  our  people  because  I feel  it  is  the  way  to 
continue  our  beliefs." 

loin  Littlecrows  as  he  shares  the  "customs  and  ways  of  the  Iroquois  Nation" 

as  passed  down  to  him  from  Grandfathers. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Bilielax-Storyteller,  Craft  7 -adult 

"I  love  sharing  knowledge  with  children 

of  all  ages  7 to  107  and  peoples  of  all  Nations." 

Bilielax  is  Onondaga/Mohawk  and  from  Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation  in  NY  and 
Canada . 


(Her  daughter  is  GrayDeer  who  also  volunteers  for  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FUTURE.) 
Do  you  know  what  a pictograph  is?  Do  you  know  what  it  means?  loin  Biliej 
as  she  shares  Native  American  History  with  you.  She  will  email  each  child 
pictograph  chart  to  go  along  with  the  story  and  a separate  chart  for 
children  to  make  their  own  stories  and  email  back  to  her! 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Bilielax-Storyteller,  Craft  7 -adult 
"I  love  sharing  knowledge  with  children 
of  all  ages  7 to  107  and  peoples  of  all  Nations." 

Bilielax  is  Onondaga/Mohawk  and  from  Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation  in  NY  and 
Canada . 

(Her  daughter  is  GrayDeer  and  also  volunteers  for  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FUTURE.) 
How  can  you  tell  the  temperature  without  a thermometer?  Listen  as 
Biliejax(and  the  creatures  and  bugs!)  share  the  answer  with  you  during 
Biliejax's  story  hour. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

loin  us  for  other  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FUTURE  special  events! 

+NATIVE  AMERICAN  FUTURE  OPEN  HOUSE+ 

Sunday,  luly  5,  9:00  pm-ll:00  pm  EST. 

+KIDS  OPEN  CHAT  + 

Ages  7-11,  hosted  by  adult  volunteers 
various  dates  and  times 
+YOUTH  OPEN  CHAT  + 

ages  12-18  , hosted  by  adult  volunteer 
various  dates  and  times 

+HONORING  our  ELDERS  and  our  GRANDPARENTS  DAY+ 

Friday,  luly  10,  1998 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

List  updated  lune  26,  1998 

Course  descriptions/availability/additions  subject  to  change. 


Date:  Mon,  13  lul  1998  00:43:20  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Ross  Monteath  <as857(3freenet . carleton . ca> 

Sub j : INVITATION  TO  GATHER  (fwd) 

Tansi  Gary! 

How  have  you  been? 

Here's  something  I hope  you  will  be  able  to  include  in  the  next 
Wotanging  Ikche! 

Thanks! 

c-ya!  (Perhaps  at  the  Gathering?  <G>) 

Ross 

— Gaston's  forwarded  message  — 

| Date:  Friday,  10-lul-98  06:32:44  (EDT) 

|From:  Gaston  Lavoie  <gastonl@ireseau . com> 
j Sub j : _INVITATION  TO  GATHER_ 

INVITATION  TO  GATHER 

I,  Grand  father  and  Elder,  William  Commanda  of  the  Algonquin  Nation 
send  you  my  warmest  greetings  and  invite  you  to  attend  our  3 day 
Spiritual  Gathering. 


DATE:  August  1st  to  3rd  1998 
LOCATION:  Residence  of  William  Commanda 
Kitigan  Zibi  reserve 
Maniwaki,  Quebec 

REQUIREMENTS:  Bring  personal  supplies,  tents,  sleeping  bags, 
food,  ....  etc . 

* Camping  area  available 

* This  gathering  is  independent  and  not  sponsored  by  any  organizations. 
It  is  through  the  kindness  and  generosity  of  Peoples  of  all  different 
races  that  will  make  this  gathering  become  a Reality. 


PLEASE  COME  & 30IN  US  ! ABSOLUTELY  NO  DRUGS  OR  ALCOHOL 


ALLOWED  ON  THE  PREMISES 

* The  purpose  of  this  Spiritual  Gathering  is  to  join  together  in 
prayer,  to  honor  one  another  and  our  Mother  Earth,  to  learn  from  one 
another  as  human  beings  in  joy,  celebration  and  ceremonies. 

OBI ECTIVES 

-To  hear  our  Elders,  Spiritual  leaders  and  Medicine  people. 

-To  share  our  Wisdom,  Knowledge  and  Sacred  Teachings. 

-To  understand  one  another  in  the  spirit  of  friendship  and  love. 

-To  strive  for  reconciliation. 

-To  seek  understanding  so  that  we  can  forgive. 

-To  learn  acceptance  of  one  another. 

-To  honour  one  another  as  human  beings. 

-To  learn  about  our  relationship  with  our  mother  the  Earth. 

-To  learn  how  to  work  with  one  another  equally. 

-To  work  together  for  humanity. 

-To  pray,  dance  and  sing  together  in  the  celebration  of  our  lives 
here  on  our  mother  earth. 

-To  participate  in  circles,  sweat  lodges  and  other  ceremonies. 
-Visiting,  story  telling,  laughter,  feasting  and  rejoicing. 

* For  additional  information  about  the  Spiritual  Gathering  and  How  to 
get  there  please  see: 

http : //ireseau . com/u sager s/GASTON L /Invitation . html 

* If  you  should  require  additional  information  regarding  this 
gathering,  you  can  contact  us  at  the  numbers  below: 

William  Commanda  (819)  449-2668 
Frank  Decontie  (819)  449-4560 

To  contact  the  organising  committee  call:  (819)  449-4674 

BRIEF  TENTATIVE  SCHEDULE 
DAY  ONE 

Saturday  the  first  of  August  1998 

5.30  a.m.  -SUNRISE  CEREMONY 

Please  be  on  time  as  late  arrivals  may  interrupt  the  circle. 

9.00  a.m.  -Daily  activities  begin 

-Welcoming  message  by  our  Elder  and  host  William  Commanda 
-Introduction  of  visiting  Elders,  Spiritual  leaders.  Medicine 
People,  Visitors  and  community  members. 

-Review  of  agenda  and  activities,  explanation  of  protocol,  and 
logistics  set-up. 

-Creation  Story  and  Teachings. 

-Talking  circles  and  Sweat  Lodges. 

Day  activities  will  end  at  approximately  3.30  each  afternoon, 
to  allow  us  to  rest,  visit  and  prepare  for  supper. 

Afternoon  and  evening  agenda  will  consist  of  drumming,  songs, 
circles,  socialising  and  of  course  the  Sweat  Lodges  may 
continue  into  the  evening  and  night. 

DAY  TWO 

Sunday  the  second  of  August  1998 

5.30  a.m.  -SUNRISE  CEREMONY 

Please  be  on  time  as  late  arrivals  may  interrupt  the  circle. 

9.00  a.m.  -Protocol  and  logistics  announcements. 

-Teachings  of  present  life  situations. 

-Talking  circles.  Youth  voices  and  Meeting  with  Elders. 

Day  activities  will  end  at  approximately  3.30  each  afternoon, 
to  allow  us  to  rest,  visit  and  prepare  for  supper. 

EVENING  AGENDA 

-Sweats  Lodges,  Free  Feast  at  6.00  PM,  Drumming  and  Social. 

DAY  THREE 

Monday  the  third  of  August  1998 

5.30  a.m.  -SUNRISE  CEREMONY 

Please  be  on  time  as  late  arrivals  may  interrupt  the  circle. 


9.00  a.m.  -Daily  activities  begin. 

-Announcements . 

-Review  of  Spiritual  Gathering. 

-Comments  and  suggestions. 

-Give-away  Ceremony. 

-Closing  Circle  with  Elders  and  Medicine  People. 

* Throughout  the  three  day  gathering,  there  will  be  other  ceremonies 
and  teachings  as  the  need  arises,  there  will  also  be  a communications 
centre  set  up.  Meals  for  Elders  will  be  provided  in  the  communication 
centre. 

Have  a safe  journey  to  and  from  the  Gathering 
Absolutely  No  Drugs  or  Alcohol 

* A message  to  all  Sunbow  Walkers  and  Hosts: 

I have  sat  and  wondered  where  it  all  began 
I still  see  your  faces,  across  this  great  big  land 
Did  you  have  a reason  to  lend  a helping  hand 
Did  I have  a reason  to  travel  through  your  land 

I have  stumbled  and  I have  fallen,  I was  bruised  and  I was  broken. 
Yet,  I wonder  many  times,  why  you  still  live  in  my  mind 

As  I think  of  all  the  laughter,  all  the  sorrow  and  the  pain 
As  I count  the  many  foot  steps,  was  this  journey  all  in  vain 

I have  asked  myself  these  questions,  as  my  life  unfolds  thus  far 
Will  we  ever  walk  together.  Will  we  look  upon  the  stars 
I was  just  a little  walker,  who  was  touched  by  all  your  hearts 

Still  I sit  and  wonder,  was  this  journey  all  in  vain 
Will  the  vision  of  your  faces  in  my  memory  just  remain 
I will  watch  the  many  sunsets,  I will  understand  the  rain 
I will  always  know  your  faces,  though  I may  not  know  your  name 

I will  cherish  every  moment,  every  step  along  the  way 
With  the  people  who  had  fed  me,  kept  me  warm,  and  let  me  rest 
Now  I ask  you  all  this  question  to  a many  or  a few 
Is  it  time  to  get  together?  What's  there  left  for  us  to  do? 

Is  it  time  for  us  to  gather?  Is  it  time  for  us  to  talk  about  the  many 

wonders  of  this  magic  WALK? 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Ross  Standing  Bear  - as857@freenet . carleton . ca 
Praying  for  Peace  and  Plenty  by  2020 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Raymond  A.  Theis,  II,  Dale  Mitchell,  William  Battles,  Donna  Hopkins-Dones, 
Susanne  Michelle  Hrybko,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Moonlight, 

Nuevo  Amancer  Press,  Elizabeth  "Liz"  Pollard,  Larry  Kibby,  Dean  BraveHeart, 
Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Dan  Smoke  & Mary  Lou  Smoke,  Danet  Smith,  Peter  Cole, 
Debra  Sanders,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Dul  21  23:47:17  1998 
Date:  Tue,  21  Dul  1998  19:49:35  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.030 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Nativeweb,  Taino-L  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Nuevo  Amanecer  Press;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 
http://www.YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"In  this  world  the  Great  Father  has  given  to  the  white  man  everything  and 
to  the  Indian  nothing.  But  it  will  not  always  be  thus.  In  another  world 
the  Indian  shall  be  as  the  white  man  and  the  white  man  as  the  Indian. 

To  the  Indian  will  be  given  wisdom  and  power,  and  the  white  man  shall  be 
helpless  and  unknowing  with  only  the  bow  and  arrow." 

"I  did  not  know  then  how  much  was  ended.  When  I look  back  now  from  this 
high  hill  of  my  old  age.  I can  still  see  the  butchered  women  and 
children  lying  heaped  and  scattered  all  along  the  crooked  gulch  as 
plain  as  when  I saw  them  with  eyes  still  young.  And  I can  see  that 
something  else  died  there  in  the  bloody  mud,  and  was  buried  in  the 
blizzard.  A people's  dream  died  there." 

"It  was  a beautiful  dream... the  nation's  hoop  is  broken  and  scattered. 
There  is  no  center  any  longer,  and  the  sacred  tree  is  dead." 

Black  Elk,  Oglala 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Once  again  I have  seen  a medicine  keeper  publicly  attacked.  The  charge 
is  that  he  charges  for  ceremony.  I will  not  name  the  medicine  keeper,  for 
he  has  already  been  tarnished.  Neither  will  I name  the  attacker.  He  would 
like  to  see  his  name  in  a public  newsletter. 

I know  the  medicine  keeper.  This  is  not  the  first  time  I have  seen  these 
things  said.  I know  there  is  not  one  ounce  of  truth  to  the  charges. 

The  man  had  to  hock  everything  he  owned  to  repair  the  transmission  on  the 
only  vehicle  his  family  owned.  Sequentially,  he  and  his  family  lived  the 
winter  with  others.  It  was  that  or  live  in  lodge  in  the  dead  of  a northern 
and  harsh  winter. 

Does  this  really  sound  like  a person  who  is  making  money  off  of  ceremony? 

I have  known  someone  to  gift  this  genuine  traditional  healer.  In  the 
old  days  medicine  keepers  were  cared  for  by  their  people  so  they  could 
devote  their  gifts  from  Creator  to  the  greater  needs  of  the  People.  That 
is  less,  far  less,  true  now.  What  would  you  have  these  medicine  keepers 
do?  They  can't  eat  tobacco  and  sage. 

I think  some  of  the  talk  is  from  jealousy.  I will  tell  those  doing  the 
talking  they  need  to  give  as  much  of  themselves  as  those  they  try  to  tarnis 
with  their  words.  If  the  barking  dogs  gave  more  than  lip  service  maybe 
their  words  would  mean  something,  and  it  would  mean  something  to  speak  of 
them. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 


is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

Part  of  the  impetus  for  this  project  is  my  own  desire  to  gain  some 
knowledge  of  my  own  people's  tongues.  Eastern  dialect  Cherokee  and 
Blackfeet.  I have  heard  some  have  enjoyed  good  success  learning  Siksika 
(Blackfeet)  through  Les  Editions  Duval  of  Canada,  but  they  have  now  greatly 
left  me  disappointed  with  shorted  orders  and  a lack  of  concern  about  same 
twice . 

My  wife  is  Mvskogee  so  I was  excited  to  receive  the  following  from  Geoff 
Harjo,  which  he  has  granted  me  permission  to  share  with  you. 

Date:  Thu,  16  Dul  1998  12:42:25  +0000 

From:  Geoffory  and  Audrea  Harjo  <aeyeta@earthlink.net> 

Sub j : language  project 

Hi  Gary, 

I have  a few  URL's  to  web  pages  with  native  language  information: 

The  first  is  an  article  about  Assistant  Professor  lack  B.  Martin,  a 
linguist  who  is  working  on  a two-and-one-half-  year  project  funded  by 
the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  to  preserve  the  Muskogee 
language . 

http: //www. wm. edu/wmnews/ re search /language. html 

He  is  developing  a new  Muskogee  dictionary  and  making  audio  recordings. 

I sent  him  email  requesting  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  list  for  the  new 
dictionary  and  he  said  he'll  send  me  a copy  of  the  draft  in  a couple  of 
weeks!  His  web  page  with  contact  information  is  below. 
http://www.wm.edu/CAS/english/faculty/martin/index.html 


lack  B.  Martin 
Assistant  Professor 

Address:  College  of  William  and  Mary 

Department  of  English  Language  and  Literature 
P.0.  Box  8795 

Williamsburg,  Virginia  23187-8795  USA 
Office:  Tucker  209 

Phone:  (757)  221-3930 

E-mail:  jbmart@facstaff.wm.edu 

Fax:  (757)  221-1844 


The  next  link  is  The  Society  for  the  Study  of  the  Indigenous  Languages 
of  the  Americas  web  page, 
http: //trc2 .ucdavis.edu/ s si la/ learning. stm 

They  have  dictionaries,  descriptive  grammars,  pedagogic  materials, 
collections  of  bilingual  narratives,  tapes,  and  general  reference 
materials  for  dozens  of  languages.  Here's  a few  samples: 

1.  Abenaki  (Eastern  Algonquian) 

Gordon  M.  Day,  Western  Abenaki  Dictionary.  Volume  1:  Abenaki-English . 
Mercury  Series, Canadian  Ethnology  Service  Paper  128.  538  pp.  $60  (CDN). 
— The  first  volume  in  Day's  monumental  dictionary  of  Western  Abenaki 
(spoken  by  the  St.  Francis  Indians  of  Odanak,  Quebec,  and  the  Missisquoi 
Bay  region  of  Lake  Champlain).  The  usual  front  matter  is  followed  by  a 
list  of  selected  roots,  and  then  about  12,000  main  entries  arranged 
alphabetically.  The  second  volume  (English-Abenaki)  will  follow  soon, 
and  a volume  of  Western  Abenaki  texts  has  been  announced.  (From 
Algonquian  & Iroquoian  Linguistics  19(3),  1994.)  — Order  from:  Mail 
Order  Services,  Canadian  Museum  of  Civilization,  100  rue  Laurier,  C.P. 
3100,  Hull,  Quebec.  [Oct.  1994] 


2. Ahtna 

names  Kari  (compiler  and  editor),  Ahtna  Athabaskan  Dictionary.  Alaska 
Native  Language  Center,  1990.  702  pp.  $25.  — A comprehensive 
dictionary  of  the  Athabaskan  language  of  the  Copper  River  area  in 
Southern  Alaska,  based  on  extensive  fieldwork  carried  out  between  1973 
and  1989.  This  is  more  than  the  9,800  example  sentences,  an 
English-to-Ahtna  index  of  11,250  entries).  The  page  format  cleverly 
(through  type  face  and  point  size,  indentation,  and  sequencing) 
highlights  derivational  relationships  and  allows  the  reader  to  cut 
his/her  way  through  the  tangle  of  Athabaskan  verbal  morphology.  A 
60-page  introduction  includes  a summary  of  dialectology  and  a discussion 
of  Kari's  analysis  of  the  Ahtna  verb.  Appendices  cover  verb  phonology, 
verb  paradigms,  loanwords,  kin  terms,  and  directionals . The  work  also 
exemplifies  the  use  of  Hsu's  Lexware  computer  software.  Without  doubt, 
this  dictionary  is  a landmark  both  in  Athabaskan  studies  and  in  American 
Indian  lexicography  generally.  — Order  from:  ANLC,  U of  Alaska,  P.0. 
Box  757680,  Fairbanks,  AK  99775-7680  (tel:  907/474-7874;  fax: 
907/474-6586).  [April  1990] 

3.  Alabama 

Cora  Sylestine,  Heather  K.  Hardy,  & Timothy  Montler,  Dictionary  of  the 
Alabama  Language.  Univ.  of  Texas  Press,  1993.  768  pp.  $35.  — This 
magnificent,  "state-of-the  art"  analytical  dictionary,  made  possible  by 
a grant  from  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities,  includes  over 
8,000  entries  for  roots,  stems,  and  compounds.  Each  entry  contains 
precise  definitions,  full  grammatical  analyses,  agreement  and  other 
part-of-speech  classifications,  variant  pronunciations,  example 
sentences,  and  extensive  cross-references.  An  English-Alabama  finder 
list  functions  as  a full  index  to  the  definitions  in  the  Alabama-English 
section.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  fullest  dictionary  of  any  Muskogean 
language,  and  is  a tribute  to  Cora  Sylestine,  Alabama  tribal  member  and 
teacher,  who  began  independently  working  on  a dictionary  of  her  native 
language  long  before  teaming  up  with  Hardy  and  Montler  in  the  1980s. 
(Sadly,  Mrs.  Sylestine  died  in  a tragic  accident  before  her  dictionary 
was  typeset.  See  SSILA  Newsletter  X:2,  Duly  1991,  p.3.)  — Order  from: 
Sales  Dept.,  Univ.  of  Texas  Press,  P.0.  Box  7819,  Austin,  TX  78713-7819 
(tel:  1-800-252-3206).  Add  $2  postage.  [April  1993] 

4.  Alaskan  Languages 

The  Alaska  Native  Language  Center  has  produced  many  reference  and 
learning  materials  on  all  Alaskan  languages,  including  Eskimo  (Inupiaq, 
Central  Yup'ik,  Siberian  Yupik,  Alutiiq),  Aleut,  Tlingit,  Haida,  and 
Athabaskan  languages.  Also  available  is  Native  Peoples  and  Languages  of 
Alaska  [map,  with  population  for  list:  Alaska  Native  Language  Center,  U 
of  Alaska,  P.0.  Box  757680,  Fairbanks,  AK  99775-7680  (tel:  907/474-7874; 
fax:  907/474-6586).  [Sept.  1988;  Dan.  1993] 

They  also  have  resources  for  the  following  languages: 

Aleut 

Apache 

Arikara 

Assiniboine 

Nakota 

Lakota/Dakota . 

Athabaskan 
Apache;  Carrier; 

Dene;  Gwich'in; 

Hupa;  Ingalik; 

Koyukon;  Navajo; 

Tanaina;  Tanana; 

Yukon  Languages. 

Bella  Coola  (Coast 
Salish) 

Blackfoot 

Carrier 

Cayuga 

Chehalis 


Cherokee 

Cheyenne 

Chickasaw 

Chinook  Jargon 

Choctaw 

Cocopa 

Comanche 

Cree  (including  Montagnais  and  Naskapi) 

Cree  Syllables 
Creek  (Muskogee) 

Crow 

Dakota 

Delaware 

Dene  (Slave,  Dogrib,  Hare) 

Eskimo  (Inuit,  Yupik,  Greenlandic) 

Gitksan 

Gwich'in  (Kutchin,  Loucheux) . 

Haida 

Haisla 

Hakomelem 

Hopi 

Hupa 

Ingalik  (Deg  Xinag,Deg  Hit'an,  Anvik) 

Karuk 

Kawaiisu 

Kickapoo 

Kiowa 

Koasati  (Coushatta) 

Koyukon 

Kwak'wala  (Kwakiutl) 

Lakota/Dakota . See  also 
Assiniboine  (Nakota) 

Lenape  (Delaware) 

Lushootseed  (Puget  Sound  Salish) 

Micmac 

Passamaquoddy-Maliseet 

Miwok 

Mohawk 

Naskapi  (Cree) 

Navajo 
Nez  Perce 

Ojibwe  (Ojibwa,  Chippewa,  Anishnaabe,  Odawa,  Ottawa,  Eastern  Ojibwa) 

Okanagan 

Omaha-Ponca 

Oneida 

Onondaga 

Panamint 

Passamaquoddy-Maliseet  & 

Micmac 

Potawatomi 

Sahaptin 

Salish 

Santee  (Lakota/Dakota) 

Shawnee 

Shoshoni 

Shuswap 

Sioux  (Lakota/Dakota) 

Straits  Salish  (Saanich,  Samish) 

Tanaina  (Dena'ina) 

Tanana 

Tewa 

Thompson  (Interior  Salish) 

Tlingit 

Tutchone 

Tuscarora 


Ute 

Winnebago 

Wintu 

Wiyot 

Yokuts 

Yukon  Languages 

I hope  this  helps.  When  I get  the  Muskogee  dictionary  draft  I'll  send 
you  a review. 

Take  care, 

Geoff  Harjo 

"aeyeta@earthlink.net" 
phone:  (310)  641-2597 
5870  Green  Valley  Circle,  #303 
Culver  City,  Ca  90230 


I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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Date:  Sun,  19  Dul  1998  12:32:00  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 
Sub j : Racist  Enjoy  this. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native  [Editorial  Note:  Frosty  wrote  this  in  response  to 

baiting  and  taunting  on  the  Usenet  newsgroup 
alt. native.  His  words  reflect  on  a greater  and 
growing  problem  in  Indian  Country  - the  division 
of  our  Peoples.  Read  Frosty's  words  with  your 
heart . ] 

To  all  those  that  are  native/aboriginal/indian  or  supporters  of 
native  issues. 

Why  do  you  not  all  wakeup  and  clean  up  this  New  Group  so  that 


all  our  people  can  enjoy  talking  to  each  other. 

So  that  news  about  each  nation  can  be  sent  with  the  intention 
that  people  will  read,  and  not  have  to  pass  through  reading  hundreds 
messages  loaded  with  hate  that  we  have  grown  up  to  hear  over  and  over? 

We  have  all  seen  and  heard  these  insults,  and  these  people  have  no 
interest  in  us  or  how  to  improve  our  lives.  They  only  want  to  fuel 
their  ego. 

They  want  you  to  reply,  it  is  what  they  work  at  so  hard  at  to 
get  us  to  fire  back  so  they  can  laugh. 

Time  to  break  the  fuel  line.  Cut  them  off  at  their  knees.  If 
anything  hurts  them  more,  its  not  getting  a reply  or  response  to  the 
twisted  ideas  they  have.  It  took  me  years  to  learn  that  I should  not 
jump  every  time  I see  a racist  message. 

That  is  their  objective  to  create  debates  that  take  away  from 
the  value  of  what  we  are  really  about.  To  make  us  look  bad  in  the  eyes 
or  others  in  hope  that  they  would  join  them.  It  is  what  fuels  their 
recruitment  and  fills  their  ranks  with  those  that  are  on  the  fence. 

They  need  those  weak  minded  people  to  follow  them.  If  the  can 
just  get  one  person  to  believe  what  they  are  saying  is  true,  they  get 
one  more  soldier  on  there  side. 

So  I repeat  do  not  fuel  their  fires.  Do  not  give  them  more  to 
recruit  more  people  that  are  young  and  lost. 

Sken:nen  kowa  from  Mohawk  Country. 

"RE : Baby  Boy  Henderson"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Jul  1998  13:36:23  -0500 
From:  Delphine  Henderson  <delphine@escape.ca> 

Sub j : Press  Release 

UUCP  email 

I am  Glenna.  I am  50%  Ojibwe  and  25%  Sioux.  This  is  my  struggle  and  that 
of  the  father's  who  is  100%  Ojibwe.  We  need  help.  The  father's  tribe  is 
in  receivership  and  is  unable  to  pay  his  legal  defence  of  10000.  It  has 
become  apparent  that  the  judge  has  known  who  the  adoptive  mother  was  all 
along  and  the  reason  for  her  bias.  She  has  stated  that  she  doesn't  care 
what  Manitoba  has  to  say  or  that  our  tribes  have  no  right  to  intervene, 
because  she  has  already  made  her  decision  in  this  matter.  My  son  may 
never  know  his  family  or  his  roots  because  he  is  stated  as  Caucasian. 

Time  is  very  important  so  please  contact  me  if  you  can 
Press  Statement 

Duly  17,  1998 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada 

Good  Morning  and  Thank  You  for  coming. 

My  name  is  Glenna  Henderson.  I am  24  years  old  and  a member  of  The 
Sagkeeng  First  Nation.  I called  this  press  conference  today  because  I 
find  myself  in  a desperate  situation. 

On  August  14,  1997,  I found  out  I was  pregnant.  I was  leaving  to  attend 
college  in  Oklahoma  City  the  following  week.  Because  of  the  moral 
standards  I had  set  for  myself,  it  was  my  belief  that  no-one  would 
understand  my  situation.  I was  scared  and  confused  and  the  relationship 
with  my  baby's  father  was  already  over. 

Because  I felt  I had  to  do  this  on  my  own  I pretended  I was  not 
pregnant.  I was  in  denial  and  hid  my  pregnancy  from  my  family,  friends 
and  loved  ones.  I came  across  an  ad,  placed  by  Boren  and  Boren  adoption 
attorneys,  asking  single  pregnant  women  to  call  if  they  needed 
assistance.  I contacted  them  at  the  end  of  January.  I felt  that  adoption 
was  my  only  option. 

On  April  1,  1998,  my  son  Levi,  known  in  the  courts  as  Baby  Boy 
Henderson,  was  born  in  Oklahoma  City.  It  was  that  day  that  the  love  for 
my  beautiful  little  boy,  entered  my  heart.  I was  alone  and  felt  I had  no 
right  to  keep  my  son.  No  social  worker  or  outside  influence  ever  came 


and  talked  to  me.  I wanted  someone  who  loved  me  to  walk  in  the  door  and 
rescue  me  and  my  son.  I did  not  even  know  where  or  how  to  begin  asking 
for  help.  Twenty-six  hours  after  my  little  boy  was  born  I made  the 
biggest  mistake  in  my  life.  In  an  Oklahoma  County  Courthouse  I signed  an 
irrevocable  consent  to  my  son's  adoption.  I have  never  been  so  sorry  in 
my  whole  life. 

I know  that  in  twenty-six  hours  I could  not  have  made  a rational 
decision  concerning  Levi's  future.  I know  the  adoption  agency  did  not 
provide  me  with  the  proper  counseling  to  make  a clear  and  informed 
decision.  I know  that  I was  coerced  and  mistreated  by  Boren  and  Boren 
for  my  baby  boy. 

On  April  11,  I finally  told  my  mother  that  I had  had  a child  and  what  I 
had  done.  I could  no  longer  stand  the  pain  and  loss  of  not  having  my 
son  in  my  life.  All  the  irrational  thoughts  that  led  me  to  my  decision 
had  become  all  too  clear.  Once  my  loved  ones  learned  about  my  son's 
birth  and  the  adoption  I found  the  support  I needed  all  along. . 

In  a hearing  last  week  the  judge  has  ruled  that  Oklahoma  has 
jurisdiction  over  all  parties  to  the  adoption.  It  set  aside  a Manitoba 
Court  Order  that  says  the  consent  I signed  was  of  no  effect  and  to 
return  Levi  to  his  natural  parents.  It  is  our  position  that,  because 
children  have  the  domicile  of  their  parents,  that  Manitoba  laws  apply  to 
Levi's  adoption.  It  is  on  this  basis  we  are  making  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Oklahoma. 

The  rights  of  Levi's  father  have  also  been  ignored.  The  only  publication 
to  the  father  was  in  an  Oklahoma  lawyer's  paper.  Rebecca  Boren  knew  that 
he  lived  in  Winnipeg.  A trial  has  been  set  to  determine  Levi  eligible 
for  adoption  without  his  consent.  Levi's  dad  has  legally  opposed  the 
adoption  in  Oklahoma. 

It  was  stated,  at  the  initial  consent  hearing,  that  Levi  was  a Caucasian 
child.  I was  very  clear,  to  the  adoption  agency,  about  the  fact  that 
Levi's  father  and  I were  of  Native  ancestry  and  its  importance  in  our 
lives . 

Levi  was  adopted  to  a non-Native  woman.  Through  my  personal  research  and 
pondering  of  events,  before  and  after  Levi's  birth,  I have  learned  that 
the  adoptive  mother  was  the  wife  of  a deceased  Oklahoma  County  Special 
District  Dudge.  He  presided  in  the  court  house  for  14  years  until  he 
died  in  1996. 

The  only  thing  that  has  sustained  me  throughout  this  emotionally 
grueling  experience  has  been  my  faith  in  God  and  the  support  I have 
received  from  my  family,  friends,  and  community. 

So  far  the  legal  fees  alone  have  amounted  to  $37000.00.  We  are  at  the 
point  of  financial  exhaustion.  Sagkeeng  has  already  contributed  to  the 
legal  and  expense  costs.  I am  asking  for  financial,  spiritual  and  moral 
support  to  help  bring  my  baby  home.  A tax  receipt,  by  request,  will  be 
provided  by  The  Manitoba  First  Nations  Repatriation  Program. 

Meegwetch . 

Information  for  donations: 

Baby  Boy  Henderson 

c/o  Manitoba  First  Nations  Repatriation  Program 

704-167  Lombard  Ave. 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba 
Canada,  R3B  0V4 
204-957-0037 

Account  Information 

Account  Number:  504-790-7 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada  003 

Main  and  Semple  Branch:  06827 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba 

Upon  receiving  your  donation  a tax  receipt  will  be  issued  to  you  by 
request  from  the  Manitoba  First  Nations  Repatriation  Program. 

Also,  if  you  have  any  questions  regarding  this  matter  or  any  information 
that  will  be  of  assistance,  please  contact  us  as  soon  as  possible. 


RE:  Anna  Mae/Lines  Drawn  in  the  Sand 


Date:  Mon,  13  Dul  1998  02:19:16  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Sub  j : Anna  Mae(Lines  drawn  in  the  sand) 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

I always  remember  how  this  all  started  for  me,  when  a full-blooded 
Indian  man  walked  up  to  me,  claiming  to  be  a FBI  agent, 
working  undercover  and  knowing  my  cousin.  Thus  the  journey 
began.  The  man  was  a sell-out,  but  I listened.  I have  continued  to 
listen  since  1990,  most  of  the  time  I knew  the  difference  between 
truth  and  lies,  but  thats  okay.  I just  took  a mental  note  for  future 
use . 

I have  made  promises  and  they  will  all  come  to  pass.  Did  anyone 
really  think  the  Micmac  People  would  forget.  They  stole  our  greatest 
warrior  and  then  they  laughed  about  it.  Sorry  folks,  things  don't 
work  that  way. 

I could  have  taken  the  law  into  my  own  hands,  but  my  cousin 
and  family  wouldn't  want  it  that  way.  I had  to  develop  patience 
and  thats  a new  one  for  me. 

I did  a radio  show  (Native  American  Calling)  back  in  Aug.  96, 
(after  Leonard  Peltier,  Shannon  Collins  and  Delores  Collins 
donated  headstones  for  Anna  Mae  and  Doseph  Stunz),  and 
offered  to  meet  all  the  guilty  parties  out  in  the  desert  and  get  it 
over  with,  no  takers.  That  would  have  been  the  easy  way. 

Anna  Mae  wanted  Truth,  best  way  to  look  at  it. 

AND  TRUTH  IS  WHAT  ANNIE'S  GOING  TO  GET. 

I have  had  to  be  some  what  quiet  over  the  last  couple 
of  months,  but  don't  think  anyone  has  walked  away. 

Don't  know  what  the  words  mean,  until  it  is  over. 

Alot  of  things  are  about  to  start  happening,  so  just 
hang  in  there. 

I do  ask  people  to  continue  to  write  letters  (e-mail), 
read  and  study  about  the  time  period  between 
1973  and  1976,  because  you  will  hear  much  more  about  it. 

I made  a offer  in  Dec.  97,  to  trade  Annie's  (my  personal)  law  suit 
for  Leonard  Peltier's  freedom,  that  apparently  didn't 
work.  The  FBI,  which  most  of  you  read,  wrote  me 
a letter,  which  I took  as  a slap  in  the  face,  but  thats 
okay. 

I have  seen  it  all  and  I am  getting  ready  to  hammer  it 
all  out.  I have  asked  for  truth,  I have  wrote,  made  tapes, 
did  videos,  been  on  TV,  talked  on  the  radio,  driven 
thousands  of  miles,  talked  leniency,  even  did  it  in  person 
to  some  of  those  who  are  involved.  I have  send  tapes  to  Congress 
and  to  the  Canadian  Parliament,  I should  even  mention  the 
killers  have  a copy  of  a video,  expressing  my  charges 
against  them  and  offering  my  help.  I don't  really  feel  I can  do  too 
much  more  for  them.  I feel  I have  completed  my  promise 
to  my  cousin  and  my  people.  Now  I have  to  complete  my  promise 
to  myself.  This  war  we  win. 

One  could  not  investigate  Anna  Mae,  without  running  into 
the  26th  of  Dune,  1975  and  Leonard  Peltier's  case.  I 
turned  in  a affidavit,  from  a honest  man,  who  stated 
who  the  FBI  was  really  looking  for  in  early  Duly  75  and 
Leonard  was  only  needed  for  questioning. That  went  to 
Sen.  Hatch,  Sen  McCain,  Sen  Kyle,  Sen  Campbell  and 
Sen.  Daschle.  I have  always  believed  that  Anna  Mae's 
case  would  help  free  Leonard  and  I still  do. 

At  this  stage  I feel  I know  where  everyone  stands  and  the 
LINES  HAVE  BEEN  DRAWN  IN  THE  SAND. 

IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  ANNA  MAE, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 


Two  Things  to  remember;  There  is  only  one  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 
and  I have  only  excepted  one  donation  or  money  from  anyone.  That 
gentleman  would  not  take  "no"  for  a answer.  That  was  $100  dollars, 
a few  years  ago,  I matched  it  and  gave  it  to  Ernie  Little  for  the 
upkeep  of  Annie's  grave.  If  anyone  has  questions  call  or  write. 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 
PO  Box  681 

Rimrock,  AZ  86335  (520-567-7229) 

bbmicmac@sedona . net 

CHECK  OUT:  http:www.dickshovel.netgate.net/annaarch.html 

- "RE:  Plan  B Buffalo  Management  Proposal"  

Date:  Sat,  18  3ul  1998  19:42:17  -0700 
From:  "VRAVNDAL"  <VRAVNDAL@wyellowstone . com> 

Sub j : Something  on  buffalo  for  your  newsletter 

UUCP  email 

Regarding  the  Indian  Country  Today  article,  no  real  need  to  transcribe 
it  --  the  main  message  is  that  ITBC  should  reconsider  its  position  on 
quarantine  because  it  has  very  bad  implications  for  the  buffalo.  ITBC 
obviously  felt  threatened  by  my  article  and  wrote  an  article  in  response 
to  mine  which  was  very  surprisingly  entitle  "Let  the  Sacred  Buffalo  Roam 
Free  and  Safe"  and  insinuating  that  that  was  what  they  are  promoting. 

It  is  not,  as  i have  tried  to  point  out  that  a quarantine  means  both 
confinement  and  killing.  Traditional  people  will  need  to  speak  out  if 
they  don't  want  to  see  buffalo  treated  this  way  because  the  U.S. 
government  is  pretending  that  ITBC  speaks  for  all  Indian  people!  And, 
they  are,  of  course,  delighted  that  ITBC  has  agreed  to  cowtow  to  the 
livestock  industry! 

Thanks  again. 

Kind  regards, 

Virginia 

Plan  B--the  Buffalo's  Alternative 
http : //www. wild roc kies . org/PlanB/ 

Plan  B Signup  Page 

http : //www. wild roc kies . org/planb/signup. html 
Plan  B Overview 

http : //www. wild roc kies . org/planb/PlanB. html 
PLAN  "B"  (FOR  BUFFALO) 

Plan  "B"  (for  Buffalo)  is  an  alternative  to  the  costly  $52  Million 
plan  the  government  has  proposed  for  managing  the  Yellowstone  buffalo 
herd.  As  part  of  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement,  the  government 
described  7 alternative  plans  which  they  are  considering  for  managing 
the  buffalo  and  the  disease,  brucellosis, 
which  some  of  the  buffalo  carry. 

All  7 alternatives  offer  few  options  and  call  for  killing  and  confining 
buffalo. 

Plan  "B",  involves  no  killing  or  confining  of  buffalo  and  addresses 
legitimate  disease  management  issues. 

This  plan  was  developed  by  wildlife  biologists  and  veterinarians  to 
serve  as  a scientifically  sound  and  cost-effective  alternative  for 
consideration . 

Plan  B Proposes  to: 

1.  Allow  bison,  like  all  other  wildlife,  to  roam  freely  within  the 
Yellowstone  ecosystem  (with  the  few  restrictions  described  below 
until  the  herd  is  free  of  brucellosis). 

2.  Calculate  the  ecological  carrying  capacity  for  bison  in  areas  outside 
the  Park  (as  is  done  for  elk,  deer  and  other  species),  and  manage  the 
population  outside  the  Park  to  maintain  these  numbers. 

3.  Ensure  that  wildlife,  including  bison,  receive  preference  over 


livestock  on  public  lands  designated  as  "wildlife  habitat".  If 
conflicts  exist  between  wildlife  and  livestock  on  these  lands,  remove 
livestock,  not  bison,  from  these  areas. 

4. Offer  compensation  to  persons  incurring  property  damage  as  a result 
of  free  roaming  bison.  (Environmental  groups  should  establish  and 
administer  this  fund.) 

Disease  Management  Aspects  of  this  Plan 

5.  When  a safe  and  effective  brucellosis  vaccine  is  available  for 
bison,  vaccinate  Yellowstone  bison  via  dart  or  oral  vaccine.  (By 
vaccinating  every  year,  the  herd  should  be  free  of  the  disease  in 
approximately  15-20  years.) 

6.  Take  the  following  cost-effective  measures  to  further  minimize 
the  already  minimal  risk  of  brucellosis  transmission  from  bison  to 
cattle  during  the  interim  period  while  the  vaccination  program  is 
underway  and  until  the  bison  herd  is  free  of  brucellosis: 

a)  Limit  existing  grazing  permits  on  public  lands  in  the  conflict 
zone  to  steer-only  operations  or  to  livestock  other  than  cattle 
that  cannot  transmit  brucellosis,  or  cancel  these  federally 
subsidized  cattle  grazing  permits  and  offer  existing  permit 
holders  alternative  grazing  elsewhere, 

b)  Require  vaccination  of  cattle  against  brucellosis  with  RB51  in 
the  conflict  zone, 

c)  Offer  ranchers  that  are  currently  grazing  their  cattle  on  private 
lands  in  the  conflict  zone  (there  are  only  14  such  ranchers) 
compensation  or  other  incentives  "not"  to  raise  cattle  (or  at 
least  not  to  raise  cow-calves)  on  that  land  until  brucellosis  is 
eradicated  from  the  bison, 

d)  For  those  cattle  owners  within  the  conflict  zone  who  insist  on 
having  cow-calf  operations  instead  of  switching  to  steer-only 
operations  or  to  other  livestock,  and  who  do  not  wish  to  accept 
compensation  not  to  raise  cow-calves  for  a period  of  15  years, 
haze  those  bison  not  classified  by  the  federal  government  as 

"low-risk"  away  from  those  private  lands  when  cattle  are  present 
there,  "or"  fence  those  cattle  (with  bison  proof  fencing)  to 
prevent  contact  between  them  and  bison, 

e)  If  necessary  to  ensure  f ree-interstate  trade,  annually  test  the 
few  cattle  herds  within  the  conflict  zone  to  ensure  they  remain 
brucellosis-free  (APHIS  should  pay  for  the  testing  as  they  do 
elsewhere) 

The  next  three  points  address  the  underlying  factors  which  cause 
brucellosis  in  Yellowstone  bison  to  be  problematic.  They  are  an 
essential  part  of  the  solution. 

7.  Urge  Montana  to  accept  the  federal  government's  definition  of 
"low-risk"  bison,  and  allow  these  free  movement  like  elk  and  other 
wildlife . 

8.  Urge  all  States  to  respect  the  brucellosis  classification  assigned 
to  states  by  the  federal  government. 

9.  Modify  Montana's  zero  tolerance  policy  to  one  more  consistent  with 
modern  disease  management,  i.e.,  adopt  scientifically-based  acceptable 
levels  of  risk. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES  TO  THE  9 POINTS  OF  PLAN  "B" 

Pt.  3 Although  public  National  Forest  lands  bordering  Yellowstone 
have  officially  been  designated  primarily  as  "wildlife  habitat", 
bison,  a wildlife  species,  have  been  killed  on  these  lands  because 
of  cattle  grazing  there.  But,  according  to  Forest  Service 
regulations,  livestock  grazing  should  only  be  allowed  on  these 
public  lands  "if  it  does  not  interfere  with  wildlife".  Therefore, 
if  conflicts  between  the  two  exist,  cattle,  not  wildlife,  must  go. 

Pt.  4 A compensation  fund  would  provide  important  security  for  local 
residents  and  important  compensation  to  ranchers  who  substitute 
cow-calf  production  with  other  perhaps  less  lucrative  practices 
until  the  bison  herd  is  brucellosis-free.  The  cost  to  the  nation  of 


maintaining  a small  vestige  of  the  once  vast  free-roaming  herds  of 
bison  is  small  relative  to  the  benefit  of  maintaining  some  wild 
buffalo.  The  number  of  cattle  on  private  lands  in  the  area  is  small 
(only  14  ranchers  with  less  than  1,200  cattle  total). 

Pt.  5 Either  a dart  vaccine  or  an  oral  vaccine  should  be  used.  Remote 
vaccination  precludes  the  need  for  rounding  up  bison  and  corralling 
them  (rounding  up  and  corralling  bison  is  stressful  to  them,  costly, 
and  often  involves  injuries  to  both  bison  and  people).  Some  experts 
contend  that  the  existing  vaccine.  Strain  19,  which  has  been  used 
on  bison  for  many  years,  could  be  used,  and  simply  needs  to  be 
developed  in  an  oral  or  dart  form.  Other  experts  believe  the  newer 
vaccine,  RB51,  should  be  perfected  for  bison  and  that  it  should  be 
used.  Given  that  bison  are  not  affected  by  brucellosis,  and  that 
they  have  lived  with  the  disease  for  80  years  and  never  transmitted 
it  to  cattle,  there  is  no  urgent  need  to  begin  vaccinating  bison. 
Once  safety  and  efficacy  tests  are  concluded,  the  best  safe  and 
effective  vaccine  should  be  used.  If  bison  were  vaccinated  each 
year  for  15-20  years,  this  alone  would  reduce  the  incidence  of 
brucellosis  in  the  herd  to  the  same  extent  as  the  much  more 
intrusive  and  costly  slaughter-quarantine  approach  advocated  by 
the  government  --  it  would  take  longer  perhaps  to  achieve  a 
brucellosis-free  herd,  but  would  save  many  buffalo  from  being 
needlessly  killed  or  confined  in  corrals. 

Pt.  7 The  federal  government  defines  "low-risk"  bison  as  untested 
bulls,  yearlings,  calves,  and  cows  that  have  given  birth.  All 
states  except  Montana  have  accepted  this  definition. 

Pt.  8 Even  though  the  federal  government  has  classified  Montana  as 
"brucellosis-free",  a small  number  of  states,  some  of  which  compete 
with  Montana  for  cattle  markets,  have,  without  providing  any 
scientific  justification,  imposed  sanctions  restricting  import  of 
Montana  cattle.  This  is  the  key  factor  which  has  made  the  disease 
problematic  for  Montana.  Sanctions  cause  Montana  to  lose  cattle 
markets  and  to  incur  unnecessary  expense.  The  federal  government 
should  pursue  means  available  to  it  to  prevent  individual  states 
from  imposing  unwarranted  sanctions  that  interfere  with  interstate 
commerce. 

Pt.  9 Insistence  on  zero-risk  is  "not"  appropriate  in  the  case 
of  brucellosis  because  it  is  not  deadly  and  it  does  not  have 
potentially  devastating  consequences. 

WHAT'S  RIGHT  WITH  PLAN  "B" 

Plan  "B"  obviates  any  killing  or  confining  of  bison. 

Plan  "B"  insists  on  taking  only  those  actions  demonstrated  to 
be  cost-effective. 

Plan  "B"  provides  for  bison  to  roam  freely,  like  all  other  wildlife, 
within  the  Yellowstone  ecosystem. 

Plan  "B"  advocates  managing  risk  scientifically. 

Plan  "B"  respects  the  cultural  concerns  of  Native  Americans  with 
strong  ties  to  bison. 

Plan  "B"  addresses  the  root  causes  of  the  problem. 

Plan  "B"  is  based  on  science,  not  politics. 

Plan  "B"  does  not  accept  that  the  livestock  industry  has  the 

expertise  or  the  directive  to  manage  the  nation's  wildlife. 

Plan  "B"  does  not  condone  limiting  the  size  or  the  movements  of 
the  nation's  most  important  bison  herd  to  appease  the 
livestock  industry. 

"RE : Marcos  Resurfaces,  Taunts  Army"  

Date:  Thu,  16  Dul  1998  13:07:25  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS  <amanecer@aa . net> 

Sub j : 1.  Message  from  subcommander  Marcos/EZLN 

2.  Chiapas  Rebel  Leader  Taunts  Army 

3.  Chiapas  Rebel  Says  Dialogue  Useless 


ORIGINALLY  PUBLISHED  IN  SPANISH  IN  MEXICO  BY  THE  Cl  of  the  FZLN 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  SPANISH  BY  irlandesa  FOR  THE  FZLN  AND 
NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ZAPATISTA  ARMY  OF  NATIONAL  LIBERATION 
MEXICO 

Duly  1998 

To  the  Mexican  Federal  Army 
To  the  Guatemalan  Army 
To  Interpol  in  Paris 
To  the  Cisen  in  Polanco 

Gentlemen : 

HEY,  HEY,  HEY! 

GET  OUT,  GET  OUT! 

COME  ON,  COME  ON  ! 

HEY,  HEY! 

>From  the  mountains  of  Southeast  Mexico 
Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos 

(Alias  "The  Sup  Speedy  Gonzalez"  or  what  is  the  same  thing  "the  stone  in 
the  shoe") 

Mexico,  Duly  1998 


COMMUNIQUE  FROM  THE  CLANDESTINE  REVOLUTIONARY  INDIGENOUS  COMMITTEE  - 
GENERAL  COMMAND  OF  THE  ZAPATISTA  ARMY  OF  NATIONAL  LIBERATION 

MEXICO 

DULY  1998 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  MEXICO 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  AND  GOVERNMENTS  OF  THE  WORLD 
BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS 

VIVA  ZAPATA! 

VIVA  ZAPATA! 

YOUR  FATHER  IS  STILL  HERE, 

HE  IS  NOT  DEAD  YET! 

VIVA  ZAPATA!"  [in  the  Nahuatl  language] 

>From  the  mountains  of  Southeast  Mexico 

By  the  Clandestine  Revolutionary  Indigenous  Committee  - General  Command  of 

the  Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 

Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos 

General  Headquarters 

Mexico.  Duly  of  1998 
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CHIAPAS  REBEL  LEADER  TAUNTS  ARMY 
Associated  Press,  Duly  15,  1998 

SAN  CRISTOBAL  DE  LAS  CASAS,  Mexico  (AP)  - Subcomandante  Marcos,  the 
masked  guerrilla  leader  in  southern  Mexico's  Chiapas  state,  taunted  the 
army  in  two  bizarre  faxes  released  Wednesday  that  broke  a four-month 
silence. 


"Yepa,  yepa,  yepa ! Andale,  andale!  Arriba,  arriba!  Yepa,  yepa ! ' ' he 
typed  in  large  letters  in  a fax  signed  "Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos, 
alias  'The  Sub.  Speedy  Gonzalez'  or,  which  amounts  to  the  same,  'the  rock 
in  the  shoe 

Marcos,  leader  of  the  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army,  is  known  for 
his  odd  sense  of  humor,  and  it  was  unclear  exactly  what  the  taunt  referred 
to. 

But  rumors  have  been  circulating  for  several  days  among  journalists  in 
Chiapas  that  the  military,  which  has  long  claimed  to  know  where  Marcos  was, 
had  lost  track  of  him. 

The  fax  was  dated  Duly  1998,  and  was  addressed  to  the  Mexican  and 
Guatemalan  armies,  Interpol  in  Paris  and  Mexico's  intelligence  service. 

Marcos  signed  the  fax  "from  the  mountains  of  southeastern  Mexico. ' ' 

He  also  sent  another  one-page  fax  addressed  to  "the  Mexican  people,  the 
peoples  and  governments  of  the  world,  brothers  and  sisters.''  It  was  in  the 
Mexican  Indian  language  Nahuatl  - a language  from  central  Mexico,  not  from 
Chiapas . 

"Zapata  lives.  Here  is  your  father  (a  Mexican  expression  meaning  'I'm 
the  one  in  charge.')  He  hasn't  died  yet.  Zapata  lives,''  the  fax  read. 

The  faxes  apparently  were  intended  to  put  an  end  to  speculation  about 
Marcos'  continued  presence  among  the  Zapatistas  after  a long  silence. 

The  rebel  leader,  known  for  the  pipe  protruding  from  his  ski  mask  and 
his  lengthy  communiques,  hadn't  issued  a statement  since  March,  and  hadn't 
been  seen  publicly  since  a videotaped  statement  in  February. 

He  offered  no  reaction  when  soldiers  and  police  raided  several 
pro-Zapatista  villages  and  clashed  with  Zapatista  fighters  in  recent 
months,  and  he  has  repeatedly  ignored  efforts  by  government  and  independent 
mediators  to  meet  him. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CHIAPAS  REBEL  SAYS  DIALOGUE  USELESS 
Associated  Press,  Duly  16,  1998 

MEXICO  CITY  (AP)  - In  his  first  comments  on  recent  military  raids  in  the 
southern  state  of  Chiapas,  leftist  rebel  leader  Subcomandante  Marcos 
accused  the  government  of  waging  a war  against  guerrillas  and  Indians. 

In  the  rebel  communique  released  Thursday,  dated  "Duly,  1998,  from  the 
mountains  of  Southeastern  Mexico,''  Marcos  said  President  Ernesto  Zedillo's 
policies  have  convinced  the  rebels  that  dialogue  with  the  government  is 
useless . 

"Zedillo  destroyed  any  confidence  in  his  government.  Without  confidence, 
it  is  impossible  to  reach  agreements.  If  there  are  no  agreements,  why  hold 
a dialogue?''  Marcos  wrote. 

The  government  answered  his  question  in  a terse  communique  Thursday 
night:  "We  hold  a dialogue  to  find  a peaceful  solution  to  the  conflict. 

That's  why  we  hold  a dialogue.'' 

"We  reiterate  the  determination  to  find  a solution  to  the  conflict  in 
Chiapas  through  a political  and  peaceful  path  with  dialogue  and  negotiation 
because,  despite  the  negativity  of  the  Zapatistas,  that's  what  the  great 
majority  of  Mexicans  want,''  the  Government  Secretariat  said. 

Marcos,  however,  said  the  government's  stated  desire  for  peace  was  ingenuous 

"The  word  of  war  and  the  violent  actions  come  only  from  the  government 
side, ' ' he  said . 

The  statement  was  similar  in  style,  language  and  content  to  previous 
communiques.  It  bore  Marcos'  signature  and  was  faxed  to  the  same  telephone 
number  that  other  communiques  have  been  sent  to. 

Until  Wednesday,  the  rebel  leader  hadn't  issued  a statement  since  March 
and  hadn't  been  seen  publicly  since  a videotaped  statement  in  February.  He 
issued  a brief,  taunting  message  Wednesday. 

Prior  to  the  Thursday  communique,  Marcos  had  offered  no  reaction  to  army 
and  police  raids  on  four  pro-Zapatista  villages  in  recent  months,  and  has 
repeatedly  ignored  efforts  by  government  and  independent  mediators  to  meet 
with  him. 

In  the  statement,  he  claimed  the  Zapatista  rebels,  who  staged  a brief 
armed  uprising  in  Danuary  1994  demanding  greater  democracy  and  Indian 
rights,  have  only  300  fighters  to  face  more  than  60,000  federal  troops  in 
Chiapas . 


The  statement  blamed  the  government's  campaign  against  foreign  human 
rights  observers  and  activists  and  against  Mexican  mediation  groups  for  the 
lack  of  talks  between  the  two  sides  in  the  conflict. 

A truce  has  been  in  effect  in  Chiapas  since  peace  talks  began  in  early 
1994.  Those  talks  broke  down  almost  two  years  ago  over  differences  on  how 
to  implement  a negotiated  accord  on  Indian  rights. 

"The  Mexican  army  - under  orders  from  U.S.  advisers  - is  in  the 
mountains  of  Mexico  carrying  out  the  same  policy  that  Gen.  Custer  put  in 
practice  with  the  Indians  of  the  United  States, ' ' he  wrote. 

The  government  has  justified  the  raids  by  saying  that  the  pro-rebel 
parallel  governments  are  illegal  and  provocative. 

"RE : Nisga'a  Treaty  Being  Finalized"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Dul  1998  23:40:24  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Nisga'a  "treaty"  being  "finalized" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent 
facts  and/or  context.  They  are  provided  for  reference  only.] 

1.  Nisga'a  agreement  expected  to  be  signed  by  Wednesday 

2.  Nisga'a  treaty  close  to  being  signed 


NISGA'A  AGREEMENT  EXPECTED  TO  BE  SIGNED  BY  WEDNESDAY 
The  Vancouver  Sun,  Duly  14,  1998 

After  25  years  of  arguments  and  compromises,  negotiators  representing  the 
Nisga'a  and  federal  and  provincial  governments,  are  expected  to  initial  a 
final  treaty  agreement  Wednesday,  Doe  Gosnell,  president  of  the  Nisga'a 
Tribal  Council,  said  Monday.  "There  are  now  no  outstanding  issues,"  he  said 
of  the  deal  that  will  cede  1,930  square  kilometres  in  the  Nass  River  Valley 
to  the  Nisga'a  along  with  a $190  million  cash  payment. 

What  remains  to  be  done  over  the  next  day  is  to  figure  out  the  legal 
language  of  the  final  points  that  had  been  under  dispute,  he  said. 
Negotiators  would  not  discuss  what  those  issues  were.  But  sources  say  they 
were  disputes  over: 

- "Certainty"  --  a term  used  to  ensure  the  treaty  extinguishes  all  future 
claims  once  the  deal  is  signed.  Paul  Tennant,  a political  science  professor 
at  the  University  of  British  Columbia  who  specializes  in  aboriginal  issues, 
says  the  term  is  misleading  since  it's  impossible  to  achieve  in  corporate 
agreements,  never  mind  treaties.  [But]  we  can  get  a deal  about  what  they 
won't  claim  in  the  future  --  more  lands,  for  example;" 

- The  pay  back  of  the  more  than  $30  million  experts  estimate  the  Nisga'a 
borrowed  from  the  federal  government  to  pay  for  lawyers,  negotiators  and 
consultants  to  complete  the  deal.  The  Nisga'a  have  been  arguing  that  they 
are  breaking  new  ground  for  those  who  follow,  and  so  should  not  have  to  pay 
the  whole  load.  But,  the  government  worries  forgiving  the  loan  or  parts  of 
it  would  set  a precedent, encouraging  those  who  follow  to  negotiate 
endlessly. 

The  finale  might  be  a bit  anti-climactic  after  the  round-the-clock  frantic 
discussions  of  the  past  weeks,  the  25  years  of  negotiations,  and  the  fact 
that  the  Nisga'a  originally  petitioned  the  British  Privy  Council  in  1913 
for  a treaty. 

"There  will  likely  be  a pronouncement  at  the  table  that  we've  wound  down 
the  negotiations,"  Gosnell  said  from  the  Terrace  Inn  in  Terrace,where  the 
negotiators  have  been  meeting  for  21  days  straight  to  complete  the  deal. 

Then  the  lead  negotiators  --  Dack  Ebbels  for  the  province,  Tom  Molloy  for 
Ottawa,  and  Gosnell  for  the  Nisga'a  --  will  initial  the  deal. 

The  quiet  conclusion  of  the  deal  belies  the  fireworks  that  can  be  expected 
as  lawyers  and  negotiators  put  down  their  pens,  and  the  ruling  federal  and 
provincial  politicians  begin  their  battle  to  get  the  deal  accepted  by 
opposition  leaders,  and  third-party  interests  such  as  business  and  labor 
groups . 

"It's  one  of  the  most  important  agreements  in  the  history  of  Indian 


Affairs/'  federal  ministry  spokesman  Peter  Baird  said.  "For  the  first  time 
in  history  we're  doing  self-government  and  land  claims  [issues]in  one 
treaty/'  he  said. 

"And  it's  the  front  end  of  a treaty  process  that  stretches  out  with  51 
others/'  he  said  referring  to  the  other  First  Nations  who  are  currently 
negotiating  treaties  with  the  B.C.  Treaty  Commission. 

The  deal  will  be  initialed  formally  by  Premier  Glen  Clark,  Federal  India 
Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart,  provincial  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  Dale 
Lovick,  and  possibly  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien,  if  his  schedule  permits 
as  early  as  next  week  at  a formal  signing  ceremony.  That  ceremony  will 
launch  the  treaty  onto  the  political  path  where  the  first  step  is  "an 
extensive  public  information  initiative,"  Lovick  said  Monday. 

Provincial  and  federal  governments  are  expected  to  introduce  legislation 
to  adopt  the  treaty  this  fall 


NISGA'A  TREATY  CLOSE  TO  BEING  SIGNED 

Negotiators  are  optimistic  that  the  historic  deal  is  imminent,  although  it 
will  still  be  far  from  being  law. 

Vancouver  Sun,  luly  11,  1998,  by  lim  Beatty,  Sun  Legislature  Bureau 

VICTORIA  --  Details  establishing  B.C.'s  first  modern-day  land  claims 
treaty  could  be  in  place  within  a week  as  government  and  Nisga'a 
negotiators  work  through  the  weekend  finalizing  the  agreement.  "We  haven't 
popped  any  champagne  corks  yet  but  we  might  start  chilling  it  pretty  soon, 
" said  Dohn  Watson,  the  regional  director  of  Indian  affairs.  "It's  very 
close...  I guess  after  15  years  you  run  out  of  issues  to  clarify." 

Although  several  key  issues  are  still  outstanding,  negotiators 
representing  the  Nisga'a  and  federal  and  provincial  governments  remain 
optimistic  a deal  is  imminent. 

Negotiators  are  meeting  in  Terrace  and  sources  say  they  still  must 
hammer  out  details  surrounding  roads,  forestry,  heritage  and  "certainty," 
a term  used  to  ensure  the  treaty  signed.  But  if  negotiators  wrap  up  talks 
as  expected,  a land  claims  treaty  is  still  a long  way  from  being  law. 

The  deal  must  first  be  considered  by  a formal  advisory  committee 
representing  third-party  interests  such  as  business,  labour,  municipal 
governments  and  environmental  groups.  While  key  officials  may  initial  the 
historic  deal  --  possibly  even  Premier  Glen  Clark  and  Prime  Minister  Dean 
Chretien  --  it  must  then  be  approved  by  the  three  parties. 

The  Nisga'a  people  will  likely  take  two  or  three  months  to  ratify  the 
agreement.  It  must  then  be  approved  by  the  B.C.  and  federal  governments. 

B.C.  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  Dale  Lovick  said  it  is  unlikely  the 
proposed  treaty  will  be  added  to  the  current  legislative  session,  which 
will  probably  drag  on  through  the  summer.  "We  want  the  citizens  of  this 
province  to  know  what  the  issues  are,"  Lovick  said  Friday.  "That  means 
[there  will  be]  an  elaborate  information  campaign." 

Lovick  said  a fall  sitting  of  the  legislature,  an  unusual  occurrence  in 
B.C.,  is  a "plausible  scenario"  to  deal  with  the  Nisga'a  issue. 
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Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent 
facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

1.  Feds,  native  fishermen  reach  deal 

2.  Cheam  end  Fraser  food  fishery 


FEDS,  NATIVE  FISHERMEN  REACH  DEAL 

Agreement  will  allow  bands  to  catch  a limited  number  of  sockeye  after  a 
weekend  of  tension  over  fishing  rights. 

Vancouver  Sun,  Duly  13,  1998,  by  Lori  Culbert 

Renegade  native  fishermen  have  pulled  their  nets  from  the  closed  Fraser 
River  in  a tentative  deal  with  the  federal  government  that  allows  bands  to 
catch  a limited  number  of  vulnerable  sockeye  for  ceremonial  and  food 
purposes . 

The  move  follows  a weekend  of  tension  between  natives  and  sports  fishermen 
over  how  to  share  a limited  number  of  fish,  and  the  laying  of  charges 
against  four  natives  who  refused  to  co-operate  with  the  government's 
conservation  measures. 

"But  the  progress  we  made  [on  the  weekend]  is  a good  sign,"  Terry  Tebb, 
acting  director  of  Pacific  operations  for  the  Department  of  Fisheries  and 
Oceans,  said  Sunday. 

The  controversy  arose  last  week  when  the  DFO  ordered  the  Fraser  River  and 
Georgia  Strait  closed  to  sockeye  fishing  from  Duly  9 to  27  to  conserve  the 
early  Stuart  sockeye.  Tebb  said  half  the  run  is  in  danger  of  dying  before 
it  reproduces  because  of  low-water  levels  and  warm  water  temperatures . 

Members  of  the  Cheam  First  Nations  and  other  bands  in  the  Sto:lo  Nation 
defied  the  conservation  measures  until  noon  Saturday,  when  most  removed 
nets  from  the  mid-Fraser  River,  upstream  from  Mission. 

In  exchange,  members  of  the  Sto:lo  and  Yale  bands  can  catch  a maximum  of 

1.000  early  sockeye  by  a deadline  of  tonight  so  native  elders  can  preserve 
the  sockeye  on  drying  racks.  Natives  say  the  tradition  must  be  started  now 
for  the  fish  to  be  dry  in  time  for  winter. 

Natives,  who  can  still  catch  Chinook  with  lines  or  a limited  number  of 
dipnets,  were  also  angry  that  recreational  fishermen  are  permitted  to  catch 
chinook  with  barbless  hooks  in  some  parts  of  the  two  rivers. 

On  Friday  night,  taunting  and  name-calling  erupted  between  natives  and 
fishermen  on  the  Fraser  River,  Tebb  said.  The  conflict  prompted  Tebb  to 
extend  one  of  the  areas  closed  to  recreational  fishermen,  and  10  were  given 
warnings  Saturday  for  fishing  in  the  newly  closed  sections. 

Many  of  the  natives  fishing  with  25  illegal  nets  Friday  were  armed  with 
rifles  --  to  kill  seals  that  eat  fish  caught  in  the  nets,  they  said  --  but 
there  was  no  violence  on  the  weekend. 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  DFO  officials  seized  eight  native  nets  still 
illegally  in  the  water.  Six  had  been  abandoned,  but  two  were  being  operated 
by  four  natives  who  will  face  charges  of  fishing  during  a closed  period 
under  the  federal  fisheries  act,  said  Tebb. 

Natives  and  DFO  officials  will  meet  again  Tuesday,  when  Tebb  will  show 
data  estimating  50  per  cent  of  early  Stuarts  will  die  before  they  spawn 
this  year. 

In  a normal  season,  the  pre-spawn  death  rate  is  less  than  10  per  cent.  DFO 
predicts  there  will  be  175,000  early  Stuarts  in  the  1998  run,  and  hope 

97.000  will  reach  spawning  grounds.  "That's  why  we  closed  the  river,  to 
meet  that  number,"  said  Tebb,  who  added  that  native  fisheries  have  already 
killed  15,000  early  Stuarts. 

Cheam  band  former  chief  Corkey  Douglas  complimented  Tebb  for  compromising 
on  the  dry-rack  fishery,  but  said  the  band  would  have  to  see  the  DFO's 
evidence  before  agreeing  to  stop  fishing  for  early  Stuarts  for  the  rest  of 
the  season.  "We  don't  feel  there's  a [conservation]  concern  if  the  sports 
fishery  is  still  out  there.  If  there  was  a real  concern,  they'd  have  a full 
shutdown  and  not  just  certain  sections  of  the  river,"  said  Douglas,  40, 
whose  sister.  Dune  Quipp,  is  now  Cheam  chief. 

Douglas,  also  a fisherman,  said  the  catch-and-release  measures  used  by 
sports  fishermen  to  release  accidentally  snagged  early  Stuarts  often  kill 


them. 

But  Tebb  is  optimistic  a deal  can  be  struck,  and  said  the  dry-rack  fishery 
deal  was  a good  one  for  the  DFO.  He  explained  that  natives  were  fishing 
illegally  in  the  mid-Fraser,  in  the  Agassiz  and  Rosewall  areas,  where  there 
are  many  sockeye.  But  the  so-called  dry-rack  fishery  will  only  be  permitted 
in  the  Fraser  Canyon,  between  Hope  Bridge  and  Yale,  where  there  are  fewer 
sockeye  to  catch. 

The  1,000  early  Stuarts  will  be  in  addition  to  500  already  caught  this 
season  for  dry-racks.  Before  the  DFO  knew  how  small  the  early  Stuart  run 
would  be  this  year,  they  had  targeted  5,000  early  Stuarts  for  dry-racking. 

That's  a good  compromise,  considering  Ottawa  and  native  bands  have  not  yet 
signed  a valid  agreement  on  regulating  the  1998  fishery,  Tebb  said. 

Commercial  fishermen  do  not  operate  on  the  Fraser  River  at  this  time  of  year 
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NATIVES  BOW  TO  FRASER  FISH  BAN 

Cheam  band  members  remove  nets  from  river 

The  Province,  Duly  12,  1998,  by  Helen  Plischke 

Native  fishermen  defying  a federal  ban  on  salmon  fishing  removed  their 
nets  from  the  Fraser  River  yesterday  --  but  they  warned  that  their  protest 
may  not  be  over.  Department  of  fisheries  and  oceans  officers  patrolled  the 
shore  and  water  as  members  of  the  Cheam  band  removed  sockeye  nets  from 
several  locations  along  the  Fraser  River  east  of  Chilliwack. 

The  agreement  to  remove  the  nets  was  reached  Friday  evening  after  a 
day-long  meeting  between  fisheries  officers  and  band  members,  who  said  they 
expect  the  ban  to  be  enforced  equally  against  sports  fishermen. 

"I  think  as  long  as  the  sportsmen  are  off  the  river  from  the  mouth  up, 
then  we  will  abide  by  it,"  said  band  member  Isaac  Aleck,  one  of  several 
fishermen  removing  his  net  from  the  river  yesterday  afternoon.  "As  long  as 
the  sportsmen  are  out,  we'll  be  out." 

The  fishing  ban  was  issued  last  Wednesday  to  protect  a vulnerable  run  of 
sockeye.  The  run  is  threatened  by  unusually  warm  water  temperatures  and 
record-low  water  levels. 

Members  of  the  band  say  the  ban  conflicts  with  their  traditional  harvest 
of  sockeye.  They  say  there  are  limited  days  to  catch  the  fish  so  they  can 
be  wind-dried,  a traditional  method  of  curing  the  fish.  Fishermen  began 
setting  their  nets  Wednesday  night  and,  at  the  height  of  the  dispute,  there 
were  as  many  as  25  in  the  water,  said  Robert  Martinolich,  acting  director 
of  conservation  and  protection  for  the  DFO.  It's  too  early  to  tell  what 
effect  the  fishing  will  have  on  the  sockeye  population,  he  said. 

Fishermen  who  removed  their  nets  yesterday  were  allowed  to  keep  the  fish, 
and  their  nets  were  not  seized,  Martinolich  said.  Two  nets  left  in  the 
river  unattended  were  seized. 

Although  some  of  the  fishermen  carried  rifles,  there  were  no  threats  made 
against  authorities,  Martinolich  said.  It's  common  for  fishermen  to  carry 
guns,  to  use  against  seals,  he  said.  "The  co-operative  atmosphere  between 
the  DFO  and  the  Cheam  is  right  now  the  best  it's  been  in  quite  a while,"  he 
said . 

The  fishing  ban  covers  the  Rosedale  and  Agassiz  areas  and  includes  all 
salmon  species.  It  applies  to  recreational  and  native  fishing.  But  band 
members  hauling  in  their  nets  yesterday  claim  that  such  bans  are  not 
enforced  against  sports  fishermen  angling  with  hooks. 

They  also  decry  catch-and-release  methods,  saying  salmon  die  from  damaged 
gills  after  being  caught. 

Several  non-native  fishermen  who  weren't  aware  of  the  ban  were  ordered  to 
stop  fishing  yesterday,  Martinolich  said. 

Another  meeting  with  Cheam  band  members  is  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  when 
fisheries  officers  hope  to  convince  the  natives  of  the  sensitivity  of  the 
sockeye  run,  with  scientific  data  from  the  Pacific  Salmon  Commission. 
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UUCP  email 

Mobile  Homes  Donated:  Urgent  Call  for  Action!! 

Much  of  the  housing  on  the  reservations  of  South  Dakota  is  below 
poverty  standards.  Many  Native  Americans  along  the  Front  Range 
are  also  without  housing.  We  have  been  given  an  opportunity  to 
help  ease  this  situation. 

Several  mobile  home  dealers  in  this  area  have  agreed  to  donate 
older,  in  good  shape,  mobile  homes.  All  we  need  do  is  remove  them 
from  the  parks  they  are  in  and  take  them  where  they  are  needed 
most . 

Usually  we  have  about  2 weeks  notice  to  remove  them,  and  in  that 
time  we  must  find  a company  to  give  us  an  estimate  of  moving  cost 
and  find  a place  to  park  them.  Already  we  have  lost  4 homes. 

Since  many  on  the  reservation  have  their  own  land,  we  need  only  to 
get  the  mobile  home  to  them.  The  following  situations  need  creative 
solutions  and  we  ask  any  of  you  who  can  help  to  please  call  or 
e-mail  us  with  your  suggestions: 

1)  Find  a trucking  company  (one  that  hauls  mobile  homes)  to  give 
us  a discount  or  do  it  for  a tax  write  off.  They  charge  $3/mile. 

It  is  400  miles  to  the  reservation. 

2)  Suggest  or  find  corporate  sponsors  to  donate  a tax-deductible 
donation  to  get  a home  to  the  reservation. 

3)  Help  find  mobile  home  courts  in  the  Denver  area  that  will  take 
older  trailers. 

4)  Find  a storage  facility  that  would  allow  us  to  store  a few 
mobile  homes  until  we  are  able  to  get  them  to  their  final  destination. 

We  have  so  much  waste  in  our  country  --  and  of  things  that  are  still 
of  use  and  value  to  others  who  are  less  fortunate.  If  we  can  find 
homeless  Native  Americans  a place  to  live  for  free,  we  pray  that 
you  will  help  us  find  a way  to  truck  these  homes  in  to  where  they 
are  most  needed. 

Time  is  of  the  essence  and  each  day  we  lose  another  home  due  to 
lack  of  trucking  and  funds. 

PATHWAYS  TO  SPIRIT  is  a 501  (c)  3 non-profit  corporation.  Your 
urgently  needed  and  greatly  appreciated  donations  are  tax 
deductible  and  can  be  sent  to:  4307  Goldemeye  Dr.,  Ft.  Collins, 

CO,  80526,  Phone  (970)  282-8573,  e-mail:  pathways@webaccess.net 
or  visit  our  new  web  address  at  www.pathwaystospirit.necaweb.com 
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SAVE  WARD  VALLEY  NEWS 


STRAIGHT  FROM  THE  TORTOISE'S  MOUTH 
Issue  6 

Summer  1998  SAVE  WARD  VALLEY-FORT  MOHAVE  INDIAN  TRIBE-BAN  WASTE  COALITION  - 
GREENACTION 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WARD  VALLEY  OCCUPATION  LASTS  113  DAYS 

BLM  RESCINDS  NOTICE  TO  MOVE  CAMP,  SHELVES  TRITIUM  TESTS,  DECLARES  LAND 
TRANSFER  APPLICATION  INVALID 

In  early  February,  1998  hundreds  of  people  responded  to  Save  Ward  Valley's 
call  to  action  that  was  issued  last  winter.  On  February  13,  when  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  (BLM)  tried  to  close  Ward  Valley  to  the  public,  tribal 
members  and  Elders  of  the  5 Lower  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes--Fort  Mojave, 
Chemehuevi,  Cocopah,  Quechan,  and  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes--took  control 
of  the  Valley  by  conducting  religious  ceremonies  in  the  middle  of  Water 
Road.  Non-Native  American  protesters  formed  a blockade  line  to  protect 
them.  The  BLM  did  not  attempt  to  remove  anyone. 

Another  showdown  occurred  on  February  18,  BLM's  deadline  for  moving  our 
two-year-old  resistance  camp  so  the  government  could  test  for  tritium  on  the 
site  proposed  for  a radioactive  waste  dump.  While  security  personnel  from 
the  American  Indian  Movement  guarded  the  entrance  to  Ward  Valley,  seven 
fires  burned  all  night  at  the  camp.  Mojave  cooks  ladled  meat  and  vegetarian 
stews  out  of  big  pots  while  Mohave  and  Quechan  Birdsingers  performed  at  two 
of  the  fires,  the  United  Farm  Workers  from  Imperial  County  sang  at  another 
fire,  and  dozens  of  people  participated  in  a nonviolent  action  training 
workshop . 

BLM  still  did  not  try  to  remove  anyone.  More  than  100  people  stayed  in 
Ward  Valley  until  February  25,  when  BLM's  law  enforcement  officers  left  the 
area,  conceding  control  of  the  valley.  Then  25-35  dump  opponents  settled  in 
for  a long  occupation.  Approximately  150  people  came  out  on  the  weekends. 

The  encampment  became  Silyaye  Aheace  Village. 

The  occupation  hosted  a series  of  special  events.  On  February  20  Save  Ward 
Valley's  Office  Coordinator  Molly  Johnson  and  her  life  partner  Rick  Beaumont 
were  married  in  a beautiful  ceremony.  On  February  23  a traditional  Mojave 
funeral  ceremony  was  held  for  long-time  activist  and  friend  of  the  Tribes, 
Stormy  Williams.  This  is  an  extremely  high  honor  as  she  is  the  first 
non-Native  to  receive  a traditional  burial  from  any  of  the  five  tribes.  Her 
ashes  were  buried  in  Ward  Valley,  confirming  it  as  a sacred  site. 

On  February  28  Cahuilla  singers  from  near  Palm  Springs,  California,  sang 
traditional  songs  in  Ward  Valley.  On  March  7 the  occupation  hosted  a blues 
concert  entitled  "500  Years  of  Native  American  Blues."  On  March  14  the 
O'odham  Nation  -Tohono  O'odham,  Salt  River,  Gila  River,  and 
Pima-Maricopa-accompanied  by  a medicine  man  from  Mexico  performed  a ground 
blessing  ceremony.  On  March  23  a walk  left  from  Ward  Valley  bound  for  the 
Nevada  Test  Site.  On  Monday  April  12,  a Peace  & Dignity  began  in  Ward 
Valley.  A large  group  of  runners,  including  Ft.  Mojave  Spirit  Runners  ran 
all  the  way  to  San  Pedro.  See  pages  4-6  for  details  about  some  of  these 
events . 

Meanwhile,  Tribal  representatives  from  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations 
Alliance  met  repeatedly  with  Department  of  the  Interior  (DOI)  officials  on 
a nation-to-nation  basis,  demanding  cancellation  of  the  proposed  dump  project. 

VICTORY  IS  NEAR! 

On  May  29  the  DOI  halted  their  environmental  studies  on  the  proposed  dump, 
including  the  controversial  tritium  tests.  They  also  announced  that  they 
believe  the  California  Department  of  Health  Services  (DHS)  lacks  the 
authority  to  buy  the  federal  land  in  Ward  Valley  for  use  as  a dump.  The 
California  Assembly's  Democratic  leadership  said  in  an  April  1998  letter  to 
Interior  Secretary  Babbitt  that  the  $500,000  that  US  Ecology  (the  proposed 
dump  operator)  gave  to  DHS  to  buy  the  land  was  an  illegal  gift. 

Finally,  on  Dune  5,  the  BLM  rescinded  its  notice  to  move  our  protest  camp. 

On  Dune  6 the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  called  off  our  Red 
Alert,  after  a 113-day  occupation. 

Nevertheless,  dump  opponents  have  vowed  to  staff  the  protest  camp  during 
the  hot  summer  ahead.  Tribal  representatives  intend  to  continue  conducting 
ceremonies  there. 


To  show  our  enduring  commitment,  200-300  people  attended  an  all-night 
traditional  ceremony  in  Ward  Valley  on  Dune  16,  the  day  before  Dudge  Emmet 
Sullivan  heard  arguments  in  a lawsuit  concerning  the  dump  in  Washington, 

D.C.  BLM  asked  the  judge  to  rule  on  whether  DHS  has  authority  to  buy  the 
land  in  Ward  Valley.  The  judge  did  not  appear  interested  in  ruling  on  that 
question.  (See  pg.  3.) 

Our  occupation  showed  the  DOI  how  intensely  local  Native  Americans  and 
environmentalists  oppose  the  proposed  dump.  The  occupation  pressured  the 
government  to  find  a way  to  reject  the  dump  project.  We  must  not  let  this 
moment  slip  away.  Dump  proponents  could  scare  DOI  into  changing  their  mind 
and  honoring  DHS's  land  transfer  application.  Now  is  the  time  to  convince 
the  DOI  to  conclusively  reject  DHS's  land  transfer  application  and  cancel 
the  dump  project  for  all  time. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
necessary. 

WARD  VALLEY  LEGAL  UPDATE 

by  Ward  Young- -BAN  Waste  Coalition 

On  Dune  17th,  in  U.S.  District  Court  in  Washington  D.C.,  Dudge  Emmet 
Sullivan  presided  over  three  hours  of  oral  arguments  in  a lawsuit  brought  by 
the  California  Department  of  Health  Services  (DHS)  and  US  Ecology  against 
the  Department  of  Interior  to  obtain  federal  land  in  Ward  Valley  for  the 
proposed  radioactive  waste  dump.  DHS  and  US  Ecology  allege  that  by  signing 
a record  of  decision  to  transfer  federal  land  to  the  state  of  California  in 
1993,  former  Interior  Secretary  Manuel  Lujan  had  committed  Interior  to  the 
transfer . 

In  response  to  Lujan's  action,  the  BAN  Waste  Coalition  and  the  Fort  Mojave, 
Chemehuevi  and  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  sued  Lujan  to  stop  the  land 
transfer,  using  the  protections  of  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  This  led  to 
the  designation  of  6.4  million  acres  of  critical  habitat  for  the  threatened 
desert  tortoise,  including  Ward  Valley.  Dudge  Marilyn  Hall  Patel  of  the 
U.S.  District  Court  for  Northern  California  halted  the  land  transfer  and 
ruled  that  Lujan's  actions  were  illegal.  Subsequently,  incoming  Interior 
Secretary  Babbitt  rescinded  Lujan's  actions  and  began  a new  review  of  the 
proposed  dump. 

Now  Babbitt's  decision  five  years  ago  to  reverse  Lujan  and  conduct  his  own 
review  is  under  attack  by  DHS  and  US  Ecology  in  Sullivan's  court.  At  the 
same  time,  the  dump  proponents  are  suing  the  federal  government  in  a related 
case  in  U.S.  Court  of  Claims  in  Washington,  D.C.  In  this  case,  DHS  and  US 
Ecology  are  arguing  that  Interior  is  liable  for  $85  million  in  project  costs 
plus  damages.  Both  sides  presented  their  arguments  at  a hearing  before 
Dudge  Hodges  in  Danuary,  but  the  judge  has  not  yet  ruled  in  that  case. 

On  Dune  17th,  Dudge  Sullivan  at  first  suggested  that  he  could  stay  the 
entire  proceedings  and  simply  await  a ruling  and  precedent  from  the  federal 
Claims  Court,  since  the  arguments  made  in  both  cases  are  similar.  However, 
both  sides  urged  the  judge  to  move  forward,  and  he  agreed. 

Sullivan  aggressively  questioned  the  central  arguments  made  by  DHS  and  US 
Ecology,  which  suggests  he  may  rule  in  Interior's  favor.  Next,  the  judge 
asked  Interior  if  it  had  made  a final  decision  on  Ward  Valley.  On  May  29th, 
Interior  had  made  a significant  move  to  indefinitely  suspend  all  further 
review  of  the  dump.  Attorneys  for  Interior  responded  to  Dudge  Sullivan  that 
the  agency  was  hoping  he  would  make  a definitive  ruling  regarding  DHS' 
questionable  authority  under  California  law  to  purchase  the  Ward  Valley  land. 

Interior  based  its  decision  to  suspend  the  dump  review  (including  the 
Supplemental  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (SEIS)  and  tritium  testing)  on  a 
legal  analysis  initiated  by  top  Democratic  leaders  in  the  California 
Legislature.  Assembly  Speaker  Antonio  Villaraigosa,  Senate  President  Pro 
Tern  Dohn  Burton,  and  Speaker  Pro  Tern  Sheila  Kuehl  concluded  that  DHS  has  no 
authority  to  enter  into  contract  to  purchase  land  and  would  have  to  undergo 
further  legislative  and  administrative  approval  to  legally  acquire  the  1,000 
acre  site  for  the  dump. 

Even  though  Dudge  Sullivan  had  received  legal  briefs  from  both  sides  on  the 
matter,  he  appeared  reluctant  to  take  a position  on  the  subject. 

Interior  claimed  that  it  could  complete  the  environmental  review,  if 
necessary,  in  one  year  from  starting  tritium  tests  at  the  site.  In 


February,  Interior  was  prevented  from  initiating  tritium  testing  by  the  five 
lower  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  and  environmental  activists  who  conducted 
a four-month  long  occupation  of  the  dumpsite  on  land  considered  sacred 
ancestral  territory  of  the  tribes. 

Eric  Glitzenstein,  attorney  for  intervenors  the  BAN  Waste  Coalition  and 
Committee  to  Bridge  the  Gap,  argued  forcefully  that  Interior  has  already 
made  a final  decision  on  Ward  Valley  because  the  agency  has  concluded  that 
the  state's  application  for  the  land  is  illegal,  ludge  Sullivan  promised  to 
make  a ruling  promptly,  and  attorneys  expect  him  to  do  so  within  two  or 
three  months. 

The  cities  of  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco  filed  amicus  briefs  (friends  of 
the  court)  in  Sullivan's  court  in  favor  of  dismissing  DHS  and  US  Ecology's 
suit . 

Although  these  developments  seem  promising,  the  Ward  Valley  issue  is  far 
from  resolved.  Interior  is  reluctant  to  make  a final  decision  on  Ward 
Valley  and  may  be  waiting  for  the  Dudge  to  provide  a resolution.  It  is 
important  at  this  time  that  we  urge  the  administration  to  stop  the  project 
once  and  for  all. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO ! ! ! 

COME  TO  WARD  VALLEY  --  We  act  with  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the  Tribes 
and  Elders  in  the  village  of  Silyaye  Aheace.  To  find  out  how  you  can  become 
a resident  of  Silyaye  Aheace  (even  if  for  just  a short  time)  contact  Save 
Ward  Valley  at  760/326-6267. 

SUPPORT  THE  VILLAGE!  --  Food,  supplies  and  money  are  always  needed.  Some 
of  the  things  especially  needed  now  are:  propane  or  solar-powered 
ref rigeration,  solar  powered  fans  and/or  air  cooling  systems,  shade  cloths, 
extra  tents,  sleeping  bags,  hats.  For  a more  complete  list  contact  Save 
Ward  Valley. 

CALL,  E-MAIL,  FAX  OR  WRITE:  Let  the  government  know  you  support  the  Tribes 
in  their  struggle  to  protect  sacred  land,  the  Colorado  River  and  the 
threatened  desert  tortoise.  Remind  them  that  every  dump  operated  by  US 
Ecology  is  leaking,  the  Hayden  report  very  clearly  showed  another 
radioactive  waste  site  is  not  needed,  and  that  by  looking  at  the  latest  USGS 
reports  from  the  US  Ecology  site  at  Beatty,  NV  they  can  see  what  is  most 
likely  to  happen  at  Ward  Valley.  Encourage  them  to  do  the  right  thing  and 
call  off  this  insane  project  once  and  for  all! 

President  William  Clinton 
The  White  House  Washington,  DC  20500 
PH  202/456-1111  FAX  202/456-2461 
president@whitehouse.gov 

Vice-President  A1  Gore 

The  White  House  Washington,  DC  20500 

PH  202/456-6224  FAX  202/456-2710 

vice.president@whitehouse.gov 

Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 
331  HOB  Washington,  DC  20510 
PH  202/224-3841  FAX  202/228-3954 
sen ator@fein stein . senate . gov 

Gubernatorial  Candidate  Gray  Davis 
9911  W.  Peco  Blvd.,  Suite  980 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90035 
PH  310/201-0344  FAX  310/2201-0922 

Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  - DOI 
1849  C St.,  NW  Washington,  DC  202 
PH  202/208-7351  FAX  202/208-5133 
exsec@ios . doi . gov 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 


Needles,  CA  92363 
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"RE : Clark  Calls  Alaska  Rogue  State"  

Date:  Sat,  11  Dul  1998  17:37:55  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC  Premier  calls  Alaska  a "rogue  state" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

CLARK  CALLS  ALASKA  ROGUE  STATE 

Treaty  talks  between  Canada  and  Alaska  break  down  for  the  fifth  year  in  a row. 
Vancouver  Sun,  Duly  10,  1998,  by  Lori  Culbert  and  lustine  Hunter 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent 
facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Salmon  treaty  talks  between  Alaska  and  Canada  broke  down  Thursday, 
prompting  Premier  Glen  Clark  to  urge  the  federal  government  to  take 
retaliatory  measures  against  what  he  called  the  rogue  state.  The  breakdown 
of  talks  means  Alaskan  fishermen  will  police  themselves  while  harvesting 
salmon  this  summer. 

But  while  federal  Fisheries  Minister  David  Anderson  insisted  the  situation 
is  not  disastrous,  B.C.  fishermen  and  politicians  said  they  feared  it  could 
lead  to  the  extinction  of  some  coho  runs.  Clark  said  it's  "a  full-blown 
crisis"  that  there  isn't  a treaty  deal  for  the  fifth-straight  season. 

"Canada  has  to  respond,  there  has  to  be  retaliation  which  tries  to 
convince  these  Americans  that  a rogue  state  like  Alaska,  with  400,000 
people,  can't  stand  up  to  a respected  nation  like  Canada,  and  can't  destroy 
the  future  of  the  salmon  for  our  children,"  Clark  said  from  Washington, 

D.C.,  where  he  is  on  a two-day  trade  mission.  Clark  suggested  fees  be 
levied  on  U.S.  fishing  vessels  that  travel  through  Canadian  waters. 

Anderson  said  the  negotiations  with  Alaska  --  aimed  primarily,  in  Canada's 
view,  at  limiting  coho  catches  in  the  interest  of  conservation  --  became 
pointless  because  Alaskan  scientists  disagreed  with  Canadian  predictions 
that  Skeena  River  coho  stocks  are  nearly  extinct,  and  therefore  refused  to 
curb  the  state  fishery  to  Canada's  satisfaction. 

"This  is  not  a disaster.  It  would  have  been  better,  preferable,  to  have  an 
agreement,"  he  said  in  a telephone  interview  from  New  Brunswick.  "[But] 
what  was  on  the  table  wasn't  acceptable  to  Canada.  I said  earlier  I 
wouldn't  sign  a bad  deal,  and  I meant  it." 

In  Victoria,  B.C.  Fisheries  Minister  Dennis  Streifel  said  Anderson  should 
have  used  harder  bargaining  tactics  such  as  going  to  the  international 
court  at  The  Hague  to  press  for  a treaty,  getting  the  prime  minister  and 
president  involved,  or  renewing  B.C.'s  aborted  efforts  to  keep  the  U.S. 

Navy  from  using  the  Nanoose  Bay  testing  range. 

But  Bob  King,  a spokesman  for  Alaskan  Governor  Tony  Knowles,  said  such 
hard-nosed  measures  would  not  have  been  successful.  "We  don't  respond  well 
to  threats,"  King  said.  "Our  focus  is  on  Skeena  River  fish  rather  than 
torpedo  ranges." 

Anderson's  executive  assistant  Brian  Bohunicky  agreed,  saying  the  minister 
used  conservation  not  "unrelated  retaliatory  steps"  in  negotiations. 

Bohunicky  said  Clark's  and  Streifel 's  demands  are  "good  political  theatre, 
but  have  nothing  to  do  with  advancing  interests  of  Canadian  fishermen  in 
treaty  negotiations."  Both  Anderson  and  Knowles  said  progress  was  made  in 
the  talks  and  they  are  optimistic  a deal  can  be  reached  next  year.  Anderson 
said  he  is  confident  Alaskans  will  "fish  responsibly"  this  summer,  and  said 
Canadian  officials  will  stay  in  contact  with  the  state  about  its  harvesting 
plans . 


But  Dohn  Radosevic,  president  of  the  United  Fishermen  and  Allied  Workers 
Union,  said  Skeena  River  coho  could  disappear  because  Alaskans  are  now  free 
to  fish  without  any  restrictions . The  endangered  stocks  start  the  season  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Skeena  River  in  Alaska,  but  spend  most  of  the  summer  in 
Canadian  waters.  Anderson  has  drastically  cut  back  much  of  B.C.'s 
commercial  fishery  this  season  to  protect  the  coho.  "The  sacrifice  we're 
making  is  therefore  irrelevant  and  wasted,  and  that's  what  we  can't  stand," 
Radosevic  said.  "I  don't  think  B.C.  fishermen  will  take  this  kind  of  thing 
lying  down."  No  protests  are  planned  as  yet,  he  added. 

Federal  officials  say  Alaskans  harvest,  in  an  average  year,  40  per  cent  of 
the  Skeena  River  coho.  But  Dale  Kelley,  executive  director  of  the  Alaskan 
Trollers  Association,  rejected  Radosevic 's  claims,  saying  state  fishermen 
won't  decimate  the  coho  because  the  stocks  are  important  to  the  viability 
of  Alaska's  commercial  fishery.  "This  is  our  bread  and  butter.  It  doesn't 
pay  to  drive  the  stocks  to  extinction,"  said  Kelley,  who  put  part  of  the 
blame  on  the  breakdown  of  talks  on  Anderson.  "You're  getting  distant 
management  from  Ottawa  . . . .We're  concerned  about  the  Canadian  industry 
too,  but  Alaska  is  not  your  problem."  Kelley  said  Alaskans  will  monitor 
coho  stocks  this  summer  and  cut  back  fishing  if  the  state  deems  it 
necessary. 

And  King  said  Knowles  supports  Anderson's  call  for  an  independent 
scientific  review  to  determine  if  the  coho  are,  in  fact,  in  danger  of 
becoming  extinct.  Canadian  scientists  say  coho  are  disappearing,  but 
Alaskan  scientists  say  1997  was  merely  a poor  year  and  the  stocks  will 
return . 

Anderson's  assistant  deputy  fisheries  minister,  Pat  Chamut,  said  Canada 
and  Alaska  reached  tentative  agreements  on  fishing  other  salmon  stocks,  but 
they  were  abandoned  when  the  two  sides  could  not  agree  on  coho. 

Canada  has  already  reached  deals  involving  sockeye,  Chinook  and  coho  with 
Washington  State  and  Oregon.  But  B.C.  fishermen  and  politicians  have 
accused  Anderson  of  giving  away  bargaining  leverage  with  Alaska  by  signing 
those  earlier  agreements. 
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"RE : Residential  School  Tribunal  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Dul  1998  14:50:12  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Kevin  Daniel  Annett  <kdannett@unixg.ubc.ca> 

Sub j : residential  school  Tribunal  update  - Duly  20,  1998 

UUCP  email 

please  send  throughout  your  network  . . . 

More  Evidence  of  Medical  Experimentation  in  Residential 
Schools  Given  to  Human  Rights  Tribunal  - Witnesses 
Dailed  and  Intimidated  - Present-day  Child  Sex  Ring  Described 
Vancouver  - During  the  International  Tribunal  into  Residential  Schools, 
held  in  Vancouver  from  Dune  12-14,  1998,  four  eyewitnesses  who  attended 
the  Catholic  residential  school  on  Kuper  Island  described  being  used  in 
medical  experiments  at  the  school  by  "German  speaking  doctors". 

Fifty-one  native  boys  between  the  ages  of  nine  and  fourteen  were  "given 
shots  in  our  chests,  which  made  us  get  sick  and  faint",  according  to  one 
of  the  eyewitnesses.  Two  boys  died  as  a result  of  the  injections. 

Additional  eyewitnesses  describe  being  given  electric  shocks  to  their 


heads  on  a daily  basis  at  two  other  government-funded  schools  on  Vancouver 
Island  during  the  1960's.  The  same  boys  were  also  exposed  to  massive  doses 
of  X-rays  at  the  same  facility,  and  several  of  them  developed  lung  cancer 
as  a result. 

Two  of  these  eyewitnesses  were  arrested  and  jailed  by  the  RCMP  in  the 
weeks  following  the  Dune  Tribunal.  Frank  Martin  of  Bella  Bella  was  held 
incommunicado  for  a week,  and  Dennis  Tallio  has  been  threatened  with  a 
year  long  jail  term  by  Crown  Counsel.  A woman  who  testified  at  the 
Tribunal  against  one  of  her  elders,  who  she  accused  of  being  a pedophile, 
had  her  student  loan  application  turned  down  by  her  band  council  the  day 
following  her  testifying  at  the  Tribunal  against  the  elder.  The  woman  was 
told  "You'll  get  your  money  when  you  withdraw  your  testimony." 

Further  intimidation  of  witnesses  occurred  during  the  Tribunal.  Reverend 
Kevin  Annett,  the  Tribunal's  chief  expert  witness,  was  physically  and 
verbally  threatened  by  Dean  Wilson  on  Dune  13.  Wilson  is  a friend  of  Ron 
Hamilton  of  the  Nuu-Chah-Nulth  Tribal  Council  in  Port  Alberni,  who  himself 
threatened  Harry  Wilson,  an  eyewitness  to  murder  at  the  Alberni 
Residential  School  in  1967.  Hamilton  told  Harry  Wilson  that  if  he  told  UN 
officials  of  the  young  girl's  body  that  he  discovered  in  1967,  he'd  "be 
sorry".  At  the  Tribunal,  Dean  Wilson  told  Reverend  Annett  to  "stop 
repeating  the  incident,  or  there'll  be  trouble".  Wilson  said  he  was 
speaking  on  behalf  of  Ron  Hamilton,  who  Dean  Wilson  claims  met  with  Harry 
Wilson  and  forced  him  to  change  his  testimony  about  the  dead  girl. 

Ron  Hamilton  worked  closely  with  the  RCMP  on  their  Residential  School 
Task  Force.  The  day  that  Hamilton  threatened  Harry  Wilson  at  the  Port 
Alberni  human  rights  forum,  he  told  a relative  of  Harry's  on  the  ferry  to 
Nanaimo  that  "I'm  going  to  Port  Alberni  to  do  a a job  for  Ed  Dohn."  Dohn 
heads  the  B.C. Treaty  Commission  and  the  Carrier-Sekani  Tribal  Council,  and 
owns  the  Takla  Logging  Company. 

More  recent  evidence  of  a native  child  sex  ring  has  also  surfaced. 
Residents  of  the  Squamish  reserve  in  North  Vancouver  have  observed  a local 
native  resident,  a man  in  his  forties,  escorting  native  girls  ages  ten  and 
eleven  into  a "black  stretch  limousine"  which  parks  at  the  end  of  Chief 
Doseph  Crescent.  The  limousine  was  tailed  to  the  back  of  the  Vancouver  Club, 
where  it  deposited  the  children.  The  Vancouver  Club  is  the  hang-out  of 
the  province's  elite,  including  judges,  politicians  and  native  leaders. 

The  girls  are  local  residents  "who  were  all  dolled  up  in  make-up", 
according  to  an  eyewitness.  This  incident,  which  occurred  on  Duly  10, 
corroborates  evidence  gathered  by  native  lawyer  Renate  Auger  which  showed 
that  native  girls  and  boys  were  being  abducted  from  northern  reserves  and 
brought  to  the  Vancouver  Club  by  native  men. 

For  more  information  on  the  ongoing  work  of  the  Tribunal,  contact  Kevin 
Annett  at  604-462-1086  or  Dim  Belcourt  & Caroline  Nelson  at  604-412-9658. 

"RE : ITCFCT  NAGPRA  Policy  Statement"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Dul  1998  17:15:51  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : ITCFCT  NAGPRA  Policy  Statement 

http://www.YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net/  is  now  "the  People's  Paths  home  page!" 

The  Inter-Tribal  Council  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes 
(Organized  February  3rd,  1950) 

Cherokee  * Chickasaw  * Choctaw 
Muscogee  Creek  * Seminole 
"NAGPRA  Policy  Statement" 

Of  Duly  10,  1998 

Copyright  1998  ITCFCT 
All  Rights  Reserved 
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This  policy  statement  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  following  tribes  of 
the  Inter-Tribal  Council  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes.  (THE  ITCFCT): 
the  CHEROKEE  NATION  OF  OKLAHOMA,  the  CHICKASAW  NATION,  the 


CHOCTAW  NATION  OF  OKLAHOMA,  the  MUSCOGEE  (CREEK)  NATION  and 
the  SEMINOLE  NATION  OF  OKLAHOMA.  We  represent  over  300,000  native 
people  nationwide,  thus  the  largest  federally  recognized  body  of  blood 
descendants  of  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  southeast  region  of  the 
United  States. 

THE  INTER-TRIBAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  FIVE  CIVILIZED  TRIBES  looks 
toward  the  future  and  the  possibility  that  this  process  will  begin  to 
generate  a greater  level  of  understanding  and  respect  for  the  traditions 
and  cultural  heritage  of  Native  Americans  at  the  National  and  International 
level.  This  understanding  can  only  come  by  incorporating  contemporary 
Native  perspectives  into  the  interpretation  and  presentation  of  Native 
people's  past  and  present  cultural  realities.  Cooperative  endeavors  to 
address  Native  rights  and  concerns  established  during  the  repatriation 
process  hold  the  promise  of  strengthening  the  native  voice  of  the 
Indigenous  people's  of  the  Southeast  Culture. 

In  recognizing  and  affirming  the  sovereignty  of  each  member  nation  we 
shall  implement  the  following:  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and 
Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA);  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 
Act  (NMAI  Act);  the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  (AIRFA);  the 
Archaeological  Resource  Protection  Act  (ARPA);  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  Act  (NHPA);  the  Executive  Orders  for  Protection  and 
Enhancement  of  the  Cultural  Environment;  the  Executive  Order  for  Indian 
Sacred  Sites;  and  the  White  House  Memorandum,  Government-to-Government 
Relations  with  Native  Americans  Tribal  Governments,  and  other  related 
laws  and  regulations. 

WE  RECOGNIZE  that  in  some  cases:  federal,  state,  private  land  owners  and 
other  individuals  who  occupy  the  lands  we  once  inhabited  treat  our 
ancestral/relatives  graves  and  sacred  resources  as  spoils  thus,  defiling, 
desecrating,  demoralizing  and  dehumanizing  the  Native  American  People's. 

THE  ITCFCT  IN  CONSENSUS  AGREEMENT  state  that  by  the  preponderance 
of  geographical,  kinship,  biological,  archaeological,  anthropological, 
linguistic,  folklore,  oral  tradition,  and  historical  evidence,  that  we  share 
the  Southeast  region  of  the  United  States,  which  encompasses  both 
ancestral  homelands  and  contemporary  jurisdictional  areas. 

WE  FIRMLY  AGREE  we  did  not  abandon  our  ancestral/relatives  graves 
and  sacred  sites  but  forced  removal  to  distant  lands  prevents  us  from 
visiting,  preserving,  and  protecting  those  sacred  sites  comprising  but 
not  limited  to  the  current  states  of  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia, 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and 
Oklahoma . 

WE  AGREE  to  support  and  communicate  with  one  another  in  establishing  a 
relationship  for  the  pursuit  of  the  repatriation  of  ancestral/relatives  Human 
remains  and  culturally  sensitive  artifacts  of  the  Southeast  cultures  which 
are  in  the  possession  of  museums  or  stored  at  various  repository  locations 
throughout  the  United  States  and  the  World. 

The  Inter-Tribal  Council  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes 
NAGPRA  POLICY  STATEMENT 

WE  AGREE  to  support  and  defend  the  sacred  burial  sites  of  our  ancestors 
and  relatives,  who  by  consanguinity,  we  claim  a shared  group  identity 
which  can  be  reasonably  traced  to  historic  and  prehistoric  "Paleo"  cultures 
that  have  inhabited  the  Southeast  region  and  the  submerged  civilizations 
of  coastal  waterways  of  the  United  States. 

WE  AGREE  that  through  joint  deliberations  and  tribal  consensus  we  shall 
address  mutual  concerns  relevant  to  the  execution  of  repatriation  issues 
involving  common  boundaries  and  common  lines  of  descent  for  cultural 
affiliation  determinations. 

WE  AGREE  to  consult  with  other  federally  recognized  tribes,  legitimate 
tribal  groups  and  non-governmental  organizations,  who  contribute  to  the 
repatriation  and  protection  of  culturally  sensitive  materials  and  sacred 
sites . 


WE  AGREE  to  establish  a dialogue  and  develop  agreements  with  the 
original  inhabitants  of  the  land  within  our  present  jurisdictional 
boundaries.  We  shall  monitor  and  protect  their  culturally  sensitive 
resources  and  sites,  and  notify  those  tribes  who  may  be  culturally 
affiliated  of  any  disturbances. 

WE  AGREE  to  define  jurisdictional  boundaries  for  the  purposes  of 
collecting  data  more  efficiently  and  to  share  documented  information  and 
inventories  on  archaeological,  ethnographic,  and  physical  anthropological 
materials  that  are  collected  on  inspections  to  Museums  and  repositories. 

WE  AGREE  that  repatriations,  reburial  practices  and  disposition  will  be 
implemented  by  each  tribe  according  to  their  protocol.  The  other 
Southeastern  tribes  will  be  made  available  for  advice  and  offer 
assistance,  if  needed. 

WE  AGREE  to  pursue  amendments  in  federal,  state  and  international  laws 
and  establish  a dialogue  with  the  various  agencies  in  developing 
agreements  regarding  the  repatriation,  protection,  and  preservation  of 
Human  remains  and  culturally  sensitive  materials. 

WE  AGREE  that  a two  foot  perimeter  around  the  skeletal  remains  and 
funerary  objects  (associated  and  unassociated)  constitute  as  part  of  a 
person.  Any  cleaning  or  washing  of  these  bone  fragments  or  articles  is  a 
violation  of  human  rights.  The  excavated  Earth  remains  sacred  even  with 
the  absence  of  Human  remains  or  funerary  objects. 

WE  AGREE  to  discourage  any  type  of  scientific  testing  on  historic  or 
prehistoric  (Paleo)  Native  American  Human  remains  for  the  purposes  of 
determining  cultural  affiliation  or  age  dating. 

WE  SEPARATELY  AND  AS  A WHOLE  AGREE  to  claim  "Culturally 
Unidentifiable"  Native  American  Human  remains  and  other  cultural  items 
>from  the  Southeastern  United  States  and  when  deemed  necessary  to 
designate  a tribe  or  repository  for  temporary  management  of  Human 
remains  or  culturally  sensitive  materials  until  a reasonable  determination 
of  cultural  affiliation  can  be  established,  for  purposes  of  reburial  and 
protection  of  sacred  sites. 

WE  SHALL  educate  the  public  regarding  the  spiritual  beliefs  of  the 
Indigenous  People  of  the  Southeast  Cultures  and  strive  to  maintain 
tribal  customs  and  traditions  in  this  most  sensitive  issue.  Our  belief 
is  that  in  bringing  and  maintaining  our  relations  to  the  sacred  cycle  of 
life,  we  will  resolve  spiritual  disturbances  within  our  Native  American 
Communities.  The  Inter-Tribal  Council  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  shall 
have  sole  right  to  amend  this  NAGPRA  Policy  Statement  when  deemed 
necessary. 

This  document  was  approved  by  Resolution  98-28  of  the  Inter-Tribal 
Council  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  on  Duly  10,  1998  at  Fountainhead 
Resort  near  Checotah,  OK. 

POINTS  OF  CONTACT: 

"For  NAGPRA  Consultation  or  Issues" 

Doe  Byrd,  Principal  Chief 
Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma 
P.0.  Box  948 
Tahlequah,  OK  74464 
(918)  456-0671  / fax  458-0745 
Email:  Chief_Byrd@cherokee.org 

Durbin  Feeling,  Mgr. 

Office  of  Linguistic  Research 
Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma 


P.O.  Box  948 

Tahlequah,  OK  74465-0948 

Phone:  (918)  458-6170  / FAX:  (918)  458-6172 
Email : dfeeling@mail . netsites . net 

Bill  Anoatubby,  Governor 
Chickasaw  Nation 
P.O.  Box  1548 
Ada,  OK  74280 

Phone:  (580)  436-2603  / FAX:  (580)  436-4287 

Jefferson  Keel,  Special  Assistant 
Chickasaw  Nation 
P.O.  Box  1548 
Ada,  OK  74820 

Phone:  (580)  436-2603  (ext.  707)  / FAX:  (580)  421-7719 
Email:  jeffkeel@chickasaw.com 

Gregory  E.  Pyle,  Chief 
Choctaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma 
P.O.  Drawer  1210 
Durant,  OK  74702 

Phone:  (580)  924-8280  / FAX:  (580)  924-1267 

Terry  Cole,  NAGPRA  Coordinator 
Choctaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma 
P.O.  Drawer  1210 
Durant,  OK  74702 

Phone:  (580)  924-8280  (ext.  243)  / FAX:  (580)  924-2893 
Email:  realprop@redriverok. com 

R.  Perry  Beaver,  Principal  Chief 
Muscogee  (Creek)  Nation 
P.O.  Box  580 
Okmulgee,  OK  74447 

Phone:  (918)  756-8700  / FAX:  (918)  758-1434 

Joyce  A.  Bear,  Flistoric  Preservation  Officer 
Muscogee  (Creek)  Nation 
P.O.  Box  580 
Okmulgee,  OK  74447 

Phone:  (918)  756-8700  ext.  602  / FAX:  (918)  758-1499 
Email:  tdeputee@ocevnet.org 

Jerry  G.  Haney,  Principal  Chief 
Seminole  Nation  of  Oklahoma 
P.O.  Box  1498 
Wewoka,  OK  74884 

Phone:  (403)  257-6287  / FAX:  (403)  257-6205 

Alan  D.  Emarthle,  Historic  Preservation  Officer 
Seminole  Nation  Historic  Preservation 
Mekusukey  Mission 
P.O.  Box  1768 
Seminole,  OK  74867 

Phone:  (405)  382-5194  / FAX:  (405)  382-8611 
Email:  semnathist@renet.com 

NAGPRA  Committee  Officers  1998-1999: 

Chair:  Joyce  A.  Bear  , Muscogee  (Creek)  Nation 
V.  Chair:  Alan  D.  Emarthle,  Seminole  Nation  of  Oklahoma 
Secretary:  Jeannie  Barber,  Chickasaw  Nation 
OFFICIAL  COPIES  WILL  BE  MAILED  IF  REQUESTED 
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"RE:  Defiant  Indians  Net  Sockeye"  

Date:  Thu,  16  Dul  1998  22:47:41  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Musqueam  Protest  Fishery 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
DEFIANT  INDIANS  NET  SOCKEYE  IN  PROTEST 
The  Province,  Duly  15,  1998 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent 
facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Musqueam  band  fishermen  have  begun  catching  sockeye  in  a protest  against 
new  regulations  they  claim  favor  sports  fishermen. 

The  first  sockeye  was  caught  Tuesday  night  soon  after  the  Musqueam  set 
short  nets  on  their  traditional  Fraser  River  grounds  at  6:30  p.m.  A 
half-dozen  boats,  in  defiance  of  a closure  on  all  stocks,  set  the  nets  just 
off  the  shore  of  their  tribal  land  in  south  Vancouver. 

Officials  of  the  department  of  fisheries  and  oceans  were  not  at  the 
protest  and  no  action  was  taken  against  the  fishermen.  Geo 
Musqueam  fisheries  co-ordinator,  said  the  protest  will  be  escalated  if  DFO 
does  not  shut  down  a retention  sports  fishery  of  early  Fraser  River-bound 
sockeye  runs  in  the  Georgia  Straight  north  of  Sechelt  and  in  the  Dohnstone 
Strait.  "If  the  fishery  does  not  close  by  1 p.m.  Friday,  then  there  will  be 
a full-scale  fishery  with  the  big  nets,"  said  Guerin.  "If  the  fishery  gets 
closed,  we  would  be  happy  and  everybody  upriver  would  be  happy." 

The  seven  fixed  nets  used  by  the  Musqueam  last  night  were  about  20  metres 
long.  However,  they  are  prepared  to  use  100-metre  drifting  nets  if  no 
action  is  taken  by  DFO,  they  said.  Up  to  100  boats  could  be  out  on  the 
Fraser  River  by  Friday  afternoon. 

The  band  supports  many  of  the  conservation-first  measures  introduced  by 
the  federal  government  but  says  a sport  fishery  cannot  be  opened  while  the 
native  fishery  is  closed.  "This  is  simply  a matter  of  getting  [Ottawa]  to 
live  up  to  its  responsibilities  to  protect  the  fish  and  to  ensure  no  other 
user  group  is  given  priority  over  our  constitutionally  protected  aboriginal 
rights,"  said  Chief  Gail  Sparrow. 

Meanwhile,  a planned  fishing  protest  by  the  Cheam  band  near  Chilliwack  was 
delayed  while  the  natives  negotiate  with  DFO.  The  two  sides  failed  to  reach 
agreement  during  a four-hour  meeting  Tuesday.  "Nothing  can  be  resolved  in  a 
day,"  Cheam  Chief  Dune  Quipp  said  after  the  meeting.  "There's  a lot  of 
details.  It's  going  to  take  a few  more  days."  Quipp  said  fishermen  have 
agreed  not  to  set  illegal  nets  while  negotiations  are  ongoing. 

- In  Alaska,  U.S.  officials  have  agreed  to  reduce  their  catch  of  sockeye 
headed  for  spawning  grounds  on  B.C.'s  Nass  and  Skeena  rivers.  The  Alaskans 
announced  the  cancellation  of  the  Noyes  Island  purse-seine  fishery  and  the 
reduction  of  the  Tree  Point  gillnet  fishery.  "Alaska's  conservation  actions 
are  a direct  result  of  our  discussions,  which  are  based  on  the  various 
stocks  involved  in  U.S.  fisheries,"  said  Phil  Doherty,  an  Alaskan 
management  biologist  in  Ketchikan. 


Letters  to  The  Province  - mailto:provedpg@pacpress.southam.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Cafe'  con  Leche"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Dun  1998  12:58:56  -0700 
From:  Larry  Daley  <daleyl@BCC.ORST. EDU> 

Sub j : CAFE'  CON  LECHE 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  Taino  interest  forum<TAINO-L@MAELSTROM.STDOHNS.EDU> 

Tau  all: 

Most,  if  not  all  mentioned,  in  this  memory  have  Taino  ancestry,  except 
Aunt  Aida,  "the  dragon  lady",  who's  family  was  from  New  Mexico, 
best  wishes 
Larry 

CAFE'  CON  LECHE 
Hilda : 

I remember  the  great  vat  of  milk  boiling  on  the  stove  in  the  "big" 
kitchen  where  most  of  the  meals  were  prepared  for  our  workers  and  our 
very  large  family.  Eliodoro  Ramos  would  come  in  to  the  kitchen  with  two 
buckets  of  foam  covered  fresh  milk,  swinging  from  each  side  of  a pole 
yoke  across  his  shoulders. 

Eliodoro  came  in  the  cool  of  the  early  morning,  while  the  wet  dew  of  Cuba 
was  still  on  the  long  sword  like  fibrous  leaves  of  the  light-green  guinea 
grass.  He  came  from  the  corral  up  the  hill  to  the  east.  It  was  well 
into  the  time  of  the  rains.  Some  long  purple  streaks  the  length  of  the 
leaves  showed  the  soil  was  still  rich  in  nitrogen.  Nitrogen  was  giving 
the  grass  strength  to  fight  disease. 

The  damp  of  the  grass  clung  in  dark  damp  patches  to  the  lower  legs  of 
Eliodoro' s dingy  gray  trousers,  where  well  wetted  the  coarse,  almost 
canvas,  cloth  clung  to  his  thin  legs.  He  had  ridden  singing  to  the 
cattle,  calling  each  cow  by  its  name,  through  the  chest  high  grass 
gathering  the  cows  with  his  father  the  proud  majoral,  the  proud  foreman, 

Duan  Ramos. 

Looking  at  the  hill  side  to  the  east  one  could  see  the  solid  gathering 
together  of  dark  trails  left  on  the  disturbed  grass  left  by  the  cattle  as 
they  walked  one  after  another  towards  the  milking  corral.  One  could  see 
other  wider  swinging  trails  looping  in  curves  around  the  cattle  paths 
left  by  the  hard  working  horses  as  their  riders  spurred  them  to  gather 
and  drive  the  cows  to  milking.  Linder  the  deep  shade  of  the  Guasima  trees 
of  the  pasture,  the  rising  sun  still  could  not  reach  those  remaining 
patches  of  night. 

Above  the  hillside  pastures  small  gray  birds  flew  fast  missions  of  birdly 

urgency  across  a night  gray  sky  slowly  filling  with  blue  and  light.  The 

clouds  of  the  rainy  season  would  come  from  the  southern  sea  later  in  the 
day.  Some  blue  barred  on  white  guinea  fowl  still  sound  their  gwonk  gwonk 
gwonk  cries;  extend  their  ugly  turkey  heads  from  their  chunky  bodies,  and 
busily  gather  their  numerous  dark  fuzzy  young  behind  them. 

Eliodoro  is  small,  and  thin  he  lacks  the  broad  shoulders  large  slabs  of 
muscles  of  Guillermo  an  elder  brother,  or  the  tidy,  taller  aspect  Luis  a 
younger  sibling.  He  lacks  the  gloss  in  his  straight  black  hair  that  his 
brothers  inherited  from  their  Taino  ancestors,  and  usually  kept  his  dull 
hair  hidden  under  a torn  yarey  hat.  Eliodoro  did  not  wear  the  front  of 
the  hat's  brim  folded  up  as  Guillermo  the  womanizer  did  to  show  his 
constant  search  of  new  flesh  for  his  endless  lusts.  Nor  did  he  wear  his 

hat  tilted  to  one  side  like  Luis  who  loved  the  wild  life  of  dances, 

gambling,  cockfights  and  machete  duels.  Eliodoro' s hat  is  placed  solidly, 
humbly  and  squarely  on  head;  the  hat's  coils  of  yarey  had  broken  their 
stitches  on  the  brim  and  on  the  crown.  Eliodoro  has  one  woman,  a few 
kids,  a quiet  bohio  with  a garden  of  crops  by  the  river  in  the  beautiful 
Guama  valley  a little  to  the  north  east,  and  a life  of  work.  Eliodoro  is 
a family  man. 


Eliodoro  always  seems  to  wear  torn  gray  clothing,  and  half,  not  full  high 
boots  as  his  father  Duan  Ramos  did.  He  is  untidy,  not  too  clean,  he 
smells  of  stale  sweat  on  unwashed  shirts  and  his  boots  are  flecked  with 
the  yellow  brown  green  of  fresh  cow  dung.  He  walks  west  down  hill 
passing  under  the  not  yet  red  berries  of  the  great  ateje  tree,  out  of  the 
milking  corral,  through  the  calf  pen.  Each  time  with  great  care  he  closes 
the  gates  and  secures  them  well  to  the  gate  post  with  the  loop  of  double 
strands  of  thick  gray  galvanized  wire.  Eliodoro  is  a cattle  man  and  he 
would  not  dream  of  leaving  a gate  open  and  letting  the  cows  wander. 

Elidoro,  walks  through  the  open  malva,  the  white  flowered,  shrubby  forb 
which  fed  the  tethered  pigs  who  loved  the  plants  delicate  veined  elm  like 
little  leaves  and  their  light,  square  cornered,  green  buds.  Below  the 
pig's  hairless  black,  soft,  fleshy  flat  two  nostriled  snout,  long,  hairy, 
well  toothed,  almost  tusked  jaws,  drool  saliva  as  they  eat.  The  animals, 
ropes  around  their  necks  tied  to  buried  stakes,  think  clever  pig  thoughts 
of  escape  and  feral  freedom  in  the  hills. 

To  Eliodoro' s left  are  the  almost  flat  rectangular  symmetry  of  the  empty 
coffee  drying  aprons.  A little  further  away  to  his  left  are  the  rising 
hills  of  the  tree  splotched  pastures  to  the  south,  and  then  the  high  blue 
wall  of  the  Sierra  stretching  without  end  across  the  southern  horizon. 

To  his  right  are  the  yellow  painted  walls.  First  they  are  walls  of  the 
little  creamery  and  then  as  he  gets  near  the  kitchen  the  walls  the  great 
coffee  storage  warehouse  walls  that  Uncle  Rafael  built  of  the  strongest 
concrete  and  engineer  could  mix  and  pour. 

Eliodoro  walks  between  the  tall  pickets  of  the  batey  and  the  concrete 
walls  of  the  first  floor  of  the  Casa  de  Alto,  above  where  we  kids  sleep, 
walled  in  by  double  walled  raw,  not  even  planed  Spanish  cedar.  We  fear 
these  walls  for  the  floor  of  the  Casa  de  Alto,  above  where  we  kids  sleep, 
walled  in  by  double  walled  raw,  unplanned,  Spanish  cedar.  We  fear  these 
walls  for  the  scorpions  that  abide  within  them. 

Eliodoro  turns  north  and  walks  with  his  burden  of  milk  through  the  gate 
of  the  inner  batey.  He  has  done  this  for  many  years,  the  milk  does  not 
spill.  Re-latching  the  gate  he  steps  over  the  long  exposed  roots  peeking 
through  the  swept  earth  under  the  mango  tree.  The  chickens  scatter  as  he 
passes  through.  From  their  perch  above  his  head,  the  Cuban  amazon 
parrots  squark  a greeting.  He  opens  the  gate  of  the  kitchen  veranda, 
deftly  our  maneuvering  a marauding  chicken  that  wants  to  steal  food  from 
the  kitchen,  and  delivers  his  load  to  Elva  the  cook.  She  stands  there 
slim  in  a worn  dress  that  extends  to  her  knees  but  shows  her  brown  legs 
and  worn  working  shoes.  Her  hair  is  bound  with  a ribbon  and  it  an  her 
face  shows  she  is  still  young. 

Elva  takes  each  bucket  in  turn  and  in  one  smooth  pouring  motion  empties 
them  in  white  wave  into  the  great  gray  cylindrical  aluminum  pot.  Elva's 
thin  arms  surprisingly  easily  lift  over  forty  pounds  of  milk  and  pot  on 
to  on  to  the  hot  surface  of  the  great  wrought  iron  wood  stove. 

Through  the  open  iron  door  on  the  left  side  of  the  stove  we  can  see  the 
well  dried  wood  burns  hot  yellow  and  white  flames  heat  the  black  surface 
of  the  stove  until  it  is  almost  red  hot.  Utiliano,  Tano,  the  honest, 
hardworking,  slow  minded  eldest  son  of  Chita  chops  wood  well  with  the 
thoroughness  that  he  does  all  chores.  As  Tano  walks  he  limps  a little 
the  sores  on  his  legs  which  nearly  killed  him  never  complete  healed.  On 
the  great  stove,  the  milk  boils  fast  and  a thick  mat  of  fat  and  protein 
the  prized  nata  rises  to  the  top.  Elva  stirs  the  nata  with  a big  wooden 
spoon . 

Elva  takes  the  coffee  grains  that  Chita  had  so  carefully  roasted  in  the 
shallow  iron  pot  over  the  embers  of  a hardwood  fire  below  the  mango  tree. 

The  grains  are  perfect  chocolate  colored  hemispheres,  each  grain  with  a 
perfect  crease,  a virginal  invagination  on  the  flat  side. 

The  very  best  caracolillo  grains  are  those  from  single  cotyledon  berries. 

One  cotyledon  has  aborted  to  leave  a more  "experienced  looking"  cowry  or 
The  very  best  caracolillo  grains  are  those  from  single  cotyledon  berries. 

One  cotyledon  has  aborted  to  leave  a more  "experienced  looking"  cowry  or 
clam  shelled  grains  are  kept  for  their  more  experienced  palates  of  old 
important  men.  Lewd  boys  in  early  adolescence  sometimes  play  with  the 
caracolillo  grains  nesting  them  between  the  crotch  of  two  walking 


fingers,  deep  crease  forward,  in  obscene  pantomime  of  female  genitalia. 

The  workmen  see  the  boys  at  this  and  laugh.  The  boys  watch  out  for  Aunt 
Aida  the  dragon  lady;  she  will  breathe  fire.  There  will  be  hell  to  pay, 
if  she,  the  dragon  lady,  sees  them  at  this  game.  This  fear  makes  the 
game  more  forbidden  and  exciting. 

However,  there  is  no  caracolillo  here,  this  is  every  day  coffee  so  it  is 
not  crushed  in  the  pilon,  in  the  hollowed  out  piece  of  tree  trunk,  Chita 
used  Taino  style  as  a mortar.  Instead,  Elva  has  one  of  us  kids,  or  her 
young  son  Sergio  do  it.  Or  perhaps  Tano,  who  is  the  arrendao,  the 
handyman,  will  after  he  has  chopped  the  firewood,  grind  the  coffee. 

We  grind  the  coffee  in  a gray  cast-metal  grinder  attached  firmly  by  a 
strong  vise  type  wide  winged  screw  to  the  strong  table  bench  on  the 
veranda  of  the  kitchen.  We  kids  like  to  do  it.  We  like  it  because  it  is 
great  fun.  So  one  of  us  loads  the  coffee  into  the  attached  funnel  on  top 
of  the  grinder,  and  turns  the  crank  handle.  We  watch  the  metal  worm 
screw  seize  the  coffee  from  the  funnel  and  rotate  spiraling  the  coffee 
grains  to  feed  the  grains  to  the  crushing  disk.  We  can  hear  the  sharp 
chink,  chink  sound  as  the  grains  are  crushed  in  tiny  shattering 
explosions,  and  smell  the  glorious  aroma  of  fine,  well,  roasted  coffee 
released  like  an  intoxicating  drug  into  the  air  around  us. 

Ground  coffee  appears  in  flattened  powdery  clots  from  in  between  rotating 
and  the  stationary  plates  of  the  crushing  disk  at  the  exit  of  the  coffee 
grinder.  The  ground  coffee  falls  into  a white  blue  edged  enamel  metal 
pan . 

This  is  Cuban  coffee,  shade  grown  coffee.  No  beans  were  picked  green. 

No  beans  were  overheated  when  they  were  sun-dried.  Placido  and  his 
silent  brother  have  seen  to  that.  The  beans  were  dried  on  concrete,  thus 
there  is  no  strange  fruity  flavor  of  fermented  fungal  infected  of  berries 
dried  on  pounded  earth.  There  is  no  bitterness  in  the  aroma.  This  is  not 
the  bad  tasting  robusta  coffee  of  Africa,  nor  is  it  the  bitter  cafe 
amarillo  of  the  "tierra  brava"  hot  lands. 

This  is  good  Burbon  coffee  cloning  perfectly,  breeding  true  by  apomixis, 
reproducing  parthenocarpically,  from  its  cotyledons  since  almost  two 
centuries  ago  the  French  fleeing  Haiti  brought  coffee  to  Cuba.  Picky 
garrulous  old  men,  sipping  tiny  cups  of  coffee  half  the  morning,  have  for 
generations  ensured  no  sport  or  cross  appears  that  spoils  the  true 
taste.  Coffee  is  planted  only  from  the  truest  best  seed. 

The  roasting  is  perfect  there  is  no  burnt  taste  of  over-roasting.  The 
coffee  is  kind  and  a little  gentle.  Cuba's  mountains  are  not  quite  as 
high  as  those  of  Haiti  and  Jamaica,  the  sun's  ultraviolet  rays  have  not 
scorched  these  coffee  bushes  through  the  thinning  atmosphere  of  higher 
elevations . 

Elva  takes  the  coffee  filled  pan  and  mixes  in  brown  sugar  and  a little 
salt.  She  pours,  helping  with  a spoon,  the  mixture  into  the  well  washed 
but  gray  stained  cloth  funnel.  We  have  good  clean  water.  Elva  pours  it 
hot,  boiling,  from  a kettle  heated  over  the  stove.  Water  is  from  the 
well  that  Uncle  Rafael  dug  on  the  rise  of  the  vega,  the  riverside  meadow, 
west  of  the  lagoon.  The  water  has  been  bled  from  the  deep  underground 
flow  that  comes  cold,  flowing  in  ancient  layers  of  mineral  rich  volcanic 
laja  rock  for  years  before  it  reaches  the  Bayamo  River.  The  well  pump's 
gasoline  engine  will,  with  booming  staccato  sounds,  shatter  the  quiet 
evening  as  the  pump  strains  to  raise  the  water  up  the  cliff  to  the  high 
tanks.  However,  now  is  all  is  quiet  except  the  low  of  cattle  and  bawling 
of  calves  as  the  milking  continues  quiet  except  the  low  of  cattle  and 
bawling  of  calves  as  the  milking  continues. 

The  coffee  drips  slowly  from  the  cloth  funnel,  jet  black  and  as  thick  a 
syrup.  This  is  real  Cuban  coffee,  there  is  nothing  else  like  it.... 

Using  a big  white  enamel  covered  metal  cup,  Elva  fills  a big,  also  white 
enamel,  pitcher  with  sugared  hot  milk.  She  adds  a ration  of  nata  on  top 
with  the  spoon,  adds  cloth  and  most  especially  the  sugar  filtered  strong 
Cuban  coffee  with  its  touch  of  salt.  Walking  south  across  the  great 
kitchen  she  passes  the  pitcher  through  the  square  vertical  wooden  bars  on 
the  window  to  the  workers  dining  room. 

The  wooden  bars  keep  the  workers  from  bothering  the  cooks  when  they  are 
working;  such  bother  will  have  to  wait  until  the  night  when  it  will  be 


more  happily  received.  There  is  sexual  banter  between  Elva  and  her  girl 
kitchen  helpers  and  the  workers.  We  kids  ignore  this,  and  wonder  at  the 
dings  on  the  enamel  that  leave  sexual  banter  between  Elva  and  her  girl 
kitchen  helpers  and  the  workers.  We  kids  ignore  this,  and  wonder  at  the 
dings  on  the  enamel  that  leave  mysterious  patterns  of  blue  and  black  on 
the  surface  of  the  enamel  containers. 

On  the  wooden  trestle  table  workers  sit  on  benches,  they  workers  pour  the 
"cafe  con  leche"  into  their  mugs,  and  dip  their  galletas,  their  four  inch 
round,  dimpled,  well  larded,  hard  tack,  salted  biscuits  into  the  coffee 
and  milk  and  eat  their  full  because  the  day's  work  has  just  begun  and 
there  will  be  much  heavy  work  to  do.  Boiled  and  then  well  fried  crisp 
brown  yuca,  manihot,  strips  follow,  and  maybe  a heaping  plate  of  boiled 
white  sweet  potatoes.  For  now  the  workers  rest  and  eat;  the  pleasant 
odor  of  strong  coffee,  fried  viands  and  boiled  milk  override  all  other 
smells . 

Larry  Daley,  copyright@1998,  permission  to  copy  granted  for 
non-commercial  purposes. 

"RE : RCMP  Hail  Cree  Mother  and  Infant"  

Date:  Thu,  16  Dul  1998  22:48:03  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : RCMP  jail  Cree  mother  and  infant 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
WOMAN  ACCUSES  RCMP  OF  HOLDING  HER  AND  BABY  IN  CELL  OVERNIGHT 
Saskatoon  StarPhoenix,  Duly  15,  1998 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent 
facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

SASKATOON  (CP)  - A 19-year-old  woman  is  accusing  RCMP  in  Big  River,  Sask., 
of  keeping  her  and  her  sick,  three-month-old  baby  in  a jail  cell  overnight. 

"It  was  terrible, " said  Cynthia  Torre,  who  was  picked  up  on  a warrant 
after  she  failed  to  appear  in  court  as  a witness  in  a case.  "He  was 
wheezing  something  awful  that  night."  Torre  has  complained  to  the  RCMP 
public  complaints  commission  with  the  help  of  the  Elizabeth  Fry  Society. 
She's  heard  no  response  from  the  force. 

In  a letter  to  RCMP,  an  official  from  the  society  described  Torres 
detention  as  "ruthless  and  unnecessary."  "The  idea  in  and  of  itself  of 
throwing  an  infant  in  jail  in  those  circumstances  is  bad  enough,  but  when 
he's  sick  you  really  have  to  question  the  judgment  exercised,"  said  Torres 
lawyer  Ron  Piche. 

Big  River  RCMP  wouldn't  comment  on  the  case  Wednesday.  Rick  Wychreschuk  of 
the  Regina  RCMP  said  he  couldn't  comment  on  the  specific  case,  but  said 
RCMP  officers  are  generally  very  careful  to  look  out  for  the  well-being  of 
children.  In  most  cases  where  a parent  is  being  arrested,  the  children 
would  be  put  in  the  care  of  a spouse,  relative  or  friend,  Wychreschuk  said. 
"We  would  usually  go  through  all  sorts  of  extreme  efforts  to  make  sure  a 
child  was  looked  after.  Wed  certainly  never  leave  a child  unattended,  for 
example,"  he  said. 

Torre  was  called  to  court  last  summer  to  be  the  chief  witness  in  an 
assault  trial  in  Debden,  a 20-minute  drive  from  her  home  at  the  Big  River 
First  Nation.  She  said  she  failed  to  show  up  for  court  because  she  didn't 
have  a ride  and  couldn't  find  a babysitter,  so  a warrant  was  issued  for  her 
arrest  and  the  trial  was  rescheduled  for  mid-February. 

Two  days  before  the  trial  began,  an  RCMP  officer  showed  up  on  her  doorstep 
and  took  her  away  in  the  police  car  with  her  baby  boy,  Torre  said.  "I 
thought  they  were  just  taking  me  in  to  make  sure  I knew  I had  to  be  in 
court,"  she  said. 

Because  the  child  was  sick,  the  threesome  went  to  hospital,  where  the  baby 
was  diagnosed  with  a lung  infection.  Doctors  wanted  to  admit  him,  but  Torre 
refused,  saying  she  had  an  appointment  with  her  own  doctor  the  next  day. 

She  said  they  went  to  the  police  station,  and  the  officer  asked  if  anyone 
could  babysit  the  child  for  her.  "I  couldn't  because  I was  breastfeeding," 


she  recalled,  adding  she  was  shocked  when  she  came  to  the  realization  the 
officer  intended  to  keep  her  and  the  child  in  a cell  for  the  night.  "I  kept 
his  snowsuit  on  (the  baby),"  she  said.  "It  was  a cold  night.  I was  real 
angry  and  I was  frustrated.  At  one  point  I was  crying  to  the  cop." 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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- "RE:  Log  Theft"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Dul  1998  22:13:54  -0700  (PDT) 
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Sub j : BC  Pirates  and  Thieves  Report:  "Log  Theft" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

IF  A TREE  IS  STOLEN  IN  THE  FOREST,  DOES  THE  NDP  NOTICE? 

BC  Report,  Dune  22,  1998,  Page  27,  by  Robert  Brunet 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada's  Delgamuukw  decision  prompted  Indians  to  lay 
claim  to  all  manner  of  natural  resources  . The  December  ruling  did  not 
grant  clear  title  to  natives  but,  as  predicted  by  critics  of  the  decision, 
uncertainty  fostered  by  the  decision  fuelled  demands  for  compensation  for 
timber  and  minerals  extracted  on  land  claimed  by  Indians.  Now,  according 
to  B.C.  Mounties,  the  ruling  may  be  responsible  for  up  to  a half-billion 
dollars  in  BC  log  theft  annually. 

RCMP  Corporal  Colin  Worth,  head  of  the  Mounties'  four  member  forest-crimes 
unit,  revealed  in  his  April  1 annual  report  that  "Part  of  the  native 
population  seems  to  believe  that  the  resource  belongs  entirely  to  them." 

The  report  suggests  that  log  theft  - defined  as  timber  harvesting  without 
the  proper  permits  - is  believed  to  be  a $350  million  to 
$500-million-a-year  industry  in  BC.  Cpl.  Worth  suspects  organized  crime  is 
involved  in  the  theft,  but  concedes  he  has  no  evidence  to  support  this.  He 
also  admits  that  the  report's  evidence  is  based  on  anecdotal  evidence.  One 
thing  is  clear,  however.  There  have  been  several  documented  cases  of 
illegal  logging  by  Indians  where  the  government  has  refused  to  prosecute. 

If  the  situation  remains  unchanged,  Cpl  Worth  predicts,  "The  stuff  that's 
going  on  in  New  Brunswick  could  be  happening  here  tomorrow."  He  refers  to 
natives  in  the  Eastern  province  who  have  been  cutting  timber  in  defiance 
of  a recent  court  decision  affirming  New  Brunswick's  ownership  of  crown 
forests.  Cpl.  Worth's  report,  circulated  Dune  2,  by  BC  Liberal  MLA  George 
Abbot,  was  given  the  cold  shoulder  in  Victoria.  Aboriginal  Affairs 
Minister  Dale  Lovick  and  Forests  Minister  Dave  Zirnhelt  claimed  ignorance 
of  the  matter.  "I  would  ask  the  RCMP  to  verify  those  numbers  and  show  us 
which  studies  they  were  related  to,"  said  Mr.  Zirnhelt.  "Our  estimates  are 
$10  million  to  $20  million  in  lost  [stumpage]  revenue." 

Cpl.  Worth  will  not  reveal  details  of  his  investigation,  but  stands  behind 
his  report.  And  he  maintains  that  the  NDP  should  be  counting  the  value  of 
the  missing  timber,  not  just  the  revenue  lost  to  the  government  on 
stumpage  - collected  at  a rate  of  $28  per  cubic  metre.  "If  it's  not  there 
to  harvest  tomorrow,  we've  lost  that  value,"  he  says.  "Certainly  there  are 
groups  of  people  that  have  got  together  to  plunder  the  forest."  The  weak 
response  to  the  Worth  report  by  the  Ministry  of  Forests  does  not  surprise 
L.  Ward  Dohnson,  editor  of  Madison's  Canadian  Lumber  Reporter.  "The  topic 
is  so  sensitive  even  I won't  touch  it,"  he  says.  Mr.  Dohnson  says  that 
cedar,  used  for  shakes  and  shingles,  is  particularly  valuable.  It  is  also 
very  easy  to  transport.  "You  can  easily  chop  up  four-foot  cedar  sections. 


dump  them  in  your  truck  and  cut  them  into  shakes  at  home." 

Mr.  Johnson's  main  concern  rests  not  so  much  with  who  is  stealing  timber, 
but  how  to  control  the  problem.  "BC  has  150,000  miles  of  logging  roads. 

How  do  you  police  them  effectively?"  he  asks.  Unlike  Mr.  Johnson,  however, 
the  Reform  Party  is  most  interested  in  Cpl.  Worth's  comments  on  Indians. 
Reform  spent  much  of  last  week  in  the  Commons  outlining  the  numerous 
problems  caused  by  Delgamuukw.  On  June  8 Caribou-Chilcotin  MP  Philip 
Mayfield  asked  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Jane  Stewart  what  Ottawa  is  doing 
to  diffuse  the  powder  keg  of  anti-Indian  sentiment  in  his  riding.  The 
minister  avoided  the  issue  by  saying  negotiations  are  the  only  way  to 
resolve  the  mess  the  Supreme  Court  created.  "She  is  relying  on  flowery 
rhetoric  to  avoid  taking  responsibility,"  Mr.  Mayfield  complains. 

That  day  Reform  leader  Preston  Manning  attended  a news  conference  with 
Skeena  MP  Mike  Scott,  party  aboriginal  affairs  critic,  and  called  on  the 
government  to  "legislate  an  end  to  this  uncertainty  and  establish  sound 
and  fair  rules  on  title."  But  the  most  explosive  Reform  broadside  came 
from  Nanaimo  Cowichan  MP  Reed  Elley,  who  on  June  10  tried  unsuccessfully 
to  table  a letter  showing  that  Ms.  Stewart's  department  is  actually 
assisting  illegal  timber  harvests  on  the  Chemainus  native  reserve  near 
Nanaimo.  "Indian  Affairs  knew  about  the  logging  but  did  not  exercise  their 
legal  option  to  seize  the  logs,"  he  charges.  The  letter  in  question, 
written  by  an  Indian  Affairs  official,  acknowledged  that  illegal 
harvesting  had  taken  place  and  that  the  logs  should  be  seized;  it  also 
suggested,  however,  that  a "one  time"  exemption  could  be  allowed  for  the 
sale  of  the  timber  because  "if  the  issue  is  quickly  resolved,  the  chance 
of  publicity  will  be  greatly  reduced." 

Ottawa's  complicity  notwithstanding,  critics  insist  that  it  is  up  to 
Victoria  to  combat  log  theft,  and  they  point  to  New  Brunswick's  success  in 
tackling  this  politically  explosive  issue  directly.  Last  month  the 
province's  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  launched  a campaign  to  curtail 
illegal  wood-cutting.  In  a two-week  period  it  seized  11  trucks  loaded  with 
illicit  timber.  "We  know  there  are  groups  still  operating  and  they  have  to 
comply  with  the  law,"  declared  department  spokesman  Louella  Wood.  The 
action  prompted  native  leaders  to  negotiate  a settlement  with  the 
provincial  government.  On  June  10  the  government  announced  it  will  allow 
one  of  the  province's  largest  bands,  the  Tobique  First  Nation,  to  harvest 
trees  on  crown  land.  In  return  $2.1  million  in  stumpage  fees  will  be  paid 
to  the  province,  and  a portion  of  this  sum  will  be  returned  to  the  band. 
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"RE : Spirit  Wolf"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Jul  1998  21:26:54  EDT 
From:  Lupospirit@aol.com 
Sub j : Visionary  Wisdom 

UUCP  email 

SPIRIT  WOLF 

Visualize  this,  if  you  will.  You  are  among  the  tree  top  foliage  of  a 
vast  forest.  It  is  night  time.  There  is  a ground  fog,  swirling  among  the 
lower  branches  and  lying  along  deer  paths  and  in  the  underbrush  of  the 
forest.  A huge  golden  moon  hangs  low  in  the  sky,  illuminating  the  fog  as 
if  lit  from  within. 

You  hear  the  running  patter  of  four  feet,  almost  silently,  but  you  hear. 
A black  wolf  comes  into  view  running  the  twisting  turns  of  a path.  You 


are  pulled  into  movement  above  her,  keeping  pace  with  her,  flying  through 
the  branches  above  her,  looking  down  at  her  from  enough  height  to  see  her 
entire  body.  It  is  cold,  frost  lies  whitely  upon  the  guard  hairs  of  her 
shoulders  and  back.  You  see  her  breath  come  out  in  chuffs  and  sail  back 
over  her  shoulders  into  the  night. 

Suddenly,  with  no  warning,  you  fall.... in  a twisting,  turning  movement 
you  fall  towards  the  black  wolf,  and  then,  more  suddenly,  you  ARE  the  wolf. 
...a  moment  only  of  vertigo,  and  then  you  feel  your  muscles  as  they  pull 
the  ground  under  your  feet,  you  hear  the  whoof  as  your  breath  leaves  your 
lungs  and  feel  the  ground  with  a slight  jolt  as  you  leap  over  a fallen 
log,  feel  the  strain  in  strong  legs  as  you  run  faster.  In  the  underbrush 
you  hear  the  frightened  rustle  of  small  animals  trying  to  flee,  because 
they  know  a hunter  is  abroad  in  the  night.  But,  on  this  night,  they  need 
not  fear,  because  you  do  not  hunt.  You  are  running  for  the  sheer  joy  of 
the  exertion,  for  the  freedom  of  living  in  this  night  cold  world,  away 
from  men  and  their  desire  for  your  death.  You  twist  and  turn  and  leap, 
and  happiness  almost  bursts  your  heart.... you  slow  into  a trot,  stop  and 
spin  and  lift  your  face  to  the  moon,  and  a long,  mournful,  calling  howl 
comes  trilling  from  your  throat,  and  is  answered,  again  and  again  and 
again,  from  all  directions. 

And  here,  the  dream  fades,  and  the  sound  of  the  wildness  in  the  howling 
goes  with  the  dream.  Because  this  is  a dream.  My  dream... on  many,  many 
nights.  From  this  dream  my  Guardian  and  Medicine  comes.... the  black  wolf. 
And  the  poem  below  comes  as  honor  to  the  black  wolf  for  my  vision 

SHUUNKA  MANITU  TANKA 
WAKAN  SAPA 

I am  Spirit  of  the  Black  Wolf 
Shuunka  Manitu  Tanka  Wakan  Sapa 
The  Lakota  know  me. 

I move  unseen  through  the  forest 
My  feet  pad  silently  in  the  mist 
I have  been  on  the  Earth 
For  a million  years 
I have  been  here  forever. 

White  Man  now  walks 
Where  I once  hunted 

In  pride  and  dominance 

He  believes. 

But... hear  me,  Wasichu! 

In  a future  unknown  to  you 

The  Red  Man  and  I 

Will  walk  upon  your  graves! 

(c)  1991  Nelda  Castleman 

Mitakuye  Oyasin, 
my  friends  


"RE : Vernon  Moves  Camp  Update"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Dul  1998  19:49:13  -0500 
From:  SEAL  <tusweca@TWLakes . Net> 

Sub j : Vernon  Moves  Camp,  Update 

UUCP  email 

Here  are  the  Complete  Facts  of  my  case  with  Documentation  to  verify  and 
prove  each  and  every  instance  herein  brought  forth. 


KIDNAPPED  AND  PLACED  IN  THE  SOUTH  DAKOTA  PENAL  SYSTEM  WITHOUT  ANY  TYPE  OF 


DUE  PROCESS  OR  CHARGE  OF  ANY  KIND  BY  THE  SOUTH  DAKOTA  STATE  PENITENTIARY, 
AND  SOUTH  DAKOTA  BOARD  OF  PARDONS  AND  PAROLES,  SIOUX  FALLS,  SOUTH  DAKOTA, 
BY  MISUSE  OF  JUDICIAL  OFFICE  ALL  ACCOMPLISHED  UNDER  COLOR  OF  LAW  AND  DONE 
WITH  IMPUNITY  AND  BE  DAMNED  SOUTH  DAKOTA  CODIFIED  LAW,  CONSTITUTION  OF 
SOUTH  DAKOTA,  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  FOR  EVERY  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCY  IS  AWARE  AND  COULD  CARE  LESS,  FROM  THE  GOVERNORS  OFFICE  TO  STATE 
LAW  ENFORCEMENT  AND  THE  FBI. 

On  September  27,  1996,  I was  in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota,  for  a Civil 
Rights  Mediation  Training  and  thereafter  was  enroute  home  to  the  Pine 
Ridge  Indian  Reservation. 

While  enroute  Home,  the  vehicle  I was  a passenger  in  was  involved  in  a 
accident  in  the  early  morning  hours  of  September  28,  1996.  The  Yankton 
Sioux  Tribal  Police  investigated  and  ran  a police  check  on  all  persons 
involved  in  the  accident. 

The  Police  check  was  answered  by  the  South  Dakota  State  Penitentiary 
stating  that  they  had  an  Arrest  Warrant  for  Vernon  Moves  Camp.  That  I was 
placed  under  arrest  for  this  Fabrication  of  the  South  Dakota  State 
Penitentiary  stating  they  had  a warrant  for  my  arrest,  when  in  Fact  No 
Arrest  Warrant  or  any  type  of  Warrant  ever  existed. 

On  September  30,  1996,  I was  transported  to  the  Jameson  Prison,  Sioux 
Falls,  from  the  Lake  Andes  County  Jail,  Yankton  Sioux  Indian  Reservation. 
This  was  all  accomplished  without  a warrant  of  any  kind,  without  a charge 
of  any  kind,  and  for  no  known  reason  whatever. 

NOW  HAD  I JUST  PICKED  ANYONE  UP  AND  LOCKED  THEM  UP,  I WOULD  BE  HUNTED 
DOWN  BY  EVERY  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  AGENCY  KNOWN  WITH  AN  ALL  POINTS  POLICE 
BULLETIN  BEING  PUT  OUT  AGAINST  ME. 

So,  upon  a Fabrication  being  made  against  me  by  the  South  Dakota  State 
Penitentiary  I was  eventually  placed  in  prison  without  any  type  or  kind 
of  Due  Process  of  Law. 

On  October  10,  1996,  I was  given  a Preliminary  Hearing  at  the  South 
Dakota  State  Penitentiary,  Sioux  Falls. 

This  October  10,  1996,  Preliminary  Hearing  was  conducted  upon  false  and 
perjurous  Judicial  Government  Documentation.  This  false  and  perjurous 
documentation  brought  forth  perjurous  testimony.  The  false  and  perjurous 
testimony  was  brought  forth  by  Jon  E.  Tveidt.  Mr.  Tveidt  testified  that 
he  had  contacted  a Winner  Parole  Agent  by  the  name  of  Joe  Hockett,  and 
that  Mr.  Tveidt  contacted  Parole  Agent  Joe  Hockett  because  Joe  Hockett 
handled  the  Pine  River  Indian  Reservation,  and  Joe  Hockett  had  contacts 
on  the  Pine  River  Indian  Reservation  who  might  know  the  whereabouts  of 
Vernon  Moves  Camp.  Mr.  Tveidt  stated  this  Fantasy  at  this  October  10th 
Preliminary  Hearing.  During  the  course  of  Mr.  Tveidt 's  testimony  I 
requested  to  speak  and  was  told  to  wait  my  turn. 

Then  upon  being  granted  to  speak,  I asked  Mr.  Tveidt  if  he  was  aware 
that  there  was  NO  PINE  RIVER  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  but,  that  a Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation  did  exist.  And  so  upon  being  Kidnapped  under  color  of 
law  I was  then  forced  to  sit  and  hear  Fantasy  Stories  of  places  that  did 
not  exist  come  into  existence  with  actual  people  said  to  exist  in  these 
fantasy  places,  with  an  actual  Parole  Agent  said  to  have  inquired  of 
fantasy  people  of  a fantasy  place  as  to  my  whereabouts. 

I requested  a copy  of  the  Preliminary  Hearing  Transcript  and  a copy  of 
the  tape  recording  and  was  denied  my  request.  That  a Hearing  Officer's 
Report  was  made  up  or  fabricated  into  being  as  a Judicial  Legal 
Government  Document  from  this  Preliminary  Hearing  in  total  contradiction 
of  the  actual  Preliminary  Hearing  as  a basis  for  my  presence  to  be 
required  before  the  Board  of  Pardons  and  Paroles  for  the  State  of  South 
Dakota . 

This  Preliminary  Hearing  and  Hearing  Officer's  Report  of  the  Preliminary 
Hearing  was  so  fantastical  in  nature  that  the  South  Dakota  Board  of 
Pardons  and  Paroles  tried  to  make  the  Preliminary  Hearing  a fantasy  by 
denying  the  Preliminary  Hearing  even  happened.  That  from  one  instance  of 
fabricating  stories  to  fabricating  documents,  I was  forced  to  face  more 
and  more  Perjurous  stories  and  documentation  and  be  damned  Due  Process 
under  any  Statute  of  Law  or  Constitution  of  Anywhere. 

Then  I was  given  two  Parole  Revocation  Hearings  based  upon  the 
Preliminary  Hearing.  These  two  Parole  Revocation  Hearings  in  front  of  the 


South  Dakota  Board  of  Pardons  and  Paroles  were  in  violation  of  South 
Dakota  Codified  Law,  South  Dakota  Constitution  And  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  a 
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From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.031 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Nativeweb,  InfoFlawaii,  Big  Mountain  & 
Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Nuevo  Amanecer  Press;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


Caning  for  mother  earth  begins  in  our  own  backyards!  and  front  yards, 
too  :)  Celebrate  block  (cleaning  and  planting)  parties  in  your 
neighborhoods.  Teach  the  little  ones  responsibility  and  respect  for  our 
mother.  (:  mii  gwetch  and  wa  do  :)" 

English  is  a foreign  language.  Reclaim  the  language  of  your  people  and 
send  it  to  the  future  as  your  gift  to  your  grandchildren's 
grandchildren . " 

di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 
_ Feather  Eaglerock,  Leech  Lake  Rez 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Someone,  actually  several  someones,  simply  do  not  understand  a very 
simple,  basic  truth.  The  population  of  _ALL_  Native  Peoples  in  the 
United  States  is  less  than  the  population  of  Atlanta.  Georgia.  This 
takes  into  account  every  single  human  being  recognized  as  a Native 
American,  whether  they  be  federally  recognized,  card-carrying  BIA  Indians 
(or  paper-holding,  as  is  also  the  case)  or  state  recognized,  or  simply 
checked  off  that  way  on  income  tax  returns. 

These  stupid,  self-serving  pissing  contests  about  who  is  more  Indian 
than  someone  else  mean  less  than  buffalo  chips  to  anyone  except  those  who 
hope  to  puff  their  own  ego.  The  bureaucrats  in  Washington  sure  don't 
care,  nor  do  their  agenda-supporting,  "around  the  fort,"  "yes  sir"  tribal 
agents.  In  fact,  our  stabbing  each  other  in  the  back  suits  them  just  fine. 
"Thank  you  very  much". 

If  you  don't  have  numbers,  and  we  sure  don't,  how  do  you  get  others  to 
pay  attention  to  your  needs  and  your  problems  and  your  programs?  You 
present  a unified  front  with  enough  numbers  to  make  the  bean  counters 
(and  congressional  representatives)  listen. 

If  the  second  paragraph  remains  true,  the  third  one  can  never,  ever 
become  true.  So  start  acting  as  if  terms  like  "brother"  and  "sister" 
and  "elders"  are  more  than  just  lip  service. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Date:  Thu,  23  3ul  1998  22:08:49  -0600 

From:  Chuck  McAfee  <cmcafee@spot . Colorado . edu> 

Sub j : Dick  French,  Former  AISES  BoD  Member 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

It  is  with  sadden  heart  to  relay  the  following  information  and  more 
information  will  be  posted  by  Joshua  Eddings: 

ORIGINALLY  SENT  FROM  Joshua  Eddings,  coyote@weeya.com 
The  Lower  Columbia  / Willamette  Chapter  of  AISES  lost  a 
guiding  light  when  Dick  French  passed  away  Tuesday,  Duly  21,  1998. 


He  died  of  a heart-attack  while  golfing. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Louis  and  family. 

Dick  was  a Sequoyah  member  of  AISES,  and  had  supported  AISES  as  a 
former  Board  member,  active  professional  member  and  long-time  friend. 

Dick  was  also  a key  member  of  NIVA,  Northwest  Indians  Veteran 
Association.  Dave  Hatch  and  I will  post  more  information  to  this  list  as 
it  becomes  available.  We  will  also  compose  a release  for  the  national 
AISES  mailing  list  within  a day  or  so.  If  anyone  has  any  ideas  or  things 
to  add  please  email  me  at  coyote@weeya.com,  or  simply  send  to  oases@oa.com 
Joshua  Eddings,  coyote@weeya.com 
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The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 
Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  feat 

- Threat  of  Bloodshed 

- Urgent  Notice  of  Diplomacy 

- It's  a Crime! 

- Message  from  David  Swallow,  Jr. 

- Residential  School  Awareness 
Bicycle  Tour 

- Fear  for  Safety 

- Nisga'a  Deal  Leak 

- Peace  Chiefs 

- Elder  to  Sue  University 
for  Discrimination 

- Black  Hills  Proposed  Wilderness 
Area  Under  Attack 

- Canadian  Colonialism 
Kills  Birdtail  Sioux 

- Birdtail  Sioux  in  Crisis 

- Yellowstone  Buffalo 

- Resistance  in  Paradise 

- Comparing  Cultures 

"RE : Threat  of  Bloodshed" 


ured  in  this  issue  

- US  Ecology's  Financial  Crisis 

- Kamloops  Res  School  Abuse  Lawsuit 

- Gorton  Proposals 

and  Tribal  Sovereignty 

- Who's  Sorry  Now? 

- Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Right 

- Spirit  of  the  Wolf  Walk 

- Metis  Eligibility  for  Agreement 

- Book  Review:  Stand  Watie 

- Directions 

- Five  More  Sentenced  to  Prison 
for  Protesting  SOA 

- Indigenous  Activists  Arrested 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Thoughts  at  a Museum 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Rambling  Winds 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


Date:  Sun,  26  Jul  1998  20:26:21  -0400 
From:  leslie@neca.com 
Sub j : Threat  of  Bloodshed 


UUCP  email 


Greetings, 

It  is  with  a heavy  heart  that  I bring  this  news  to  the  list.  I have  been 
asked  by  David  Swallow  Dr.  to  tell  you  all  that  The  California  AIM  Chapter 
and  the  Oglala  Tribal  Govt,  are  planning  to  stop  his  Sundance  ( Aug  4 ) in 
Porcupine,  SD.  They  believe  he  charges  for  ceremonies.  I have  been  to 
several  of  his  Sundances  and  many  other  ceremonies  and  NEVER  has  he  charged 
one  cent. 

These  are  false  stories. 

AIM  and  the  Tribal  Govt,  have  indicated  that  there  will  be  bloodshed. 
They  do  not  like  it  that  non  indians  are  allowed  there  to  pray.  There 
will  be  many  other  medicine  men  from  other  parts  of  the  reservation  who 
have  pledged  to  come  and  support  us. 

Please  pray  for  our  protection  and  be  aware  of  this  potential  violence. 

We  will  need  your  help,  please,  those  of  you  who  follow  these  ways,  stand 
up  for  us,  do  not  let  us  be  attacked  like  this. 

Thank  you, 

Leslie 


"RE : Urgent  Notice  of  Diplomacy"  

From:  BUTTERlFLY@aol.com 

Date:  Mon,  27  Dul  1998  14:14:12  EDT 

Sub j : Urgent  Notice  of  Diplomacy!  Please  post 

Please  post  to  all  your  listings: 

NOTICE  FOR  THE  WORLD 

Dust  to  inform  everyone  that  the  Princess  of  New  Zealand  was  at  the  Dave 
Swallow  Dr.  sundance  last  year  and  is  expected  again  this  year  with  other 
World  Diplomats.  We  will  make  any  actions  against  this  sundance  a world 
event.  This  is  a spiritual  gathering  only.  We  as  a group  go  to  pray  and 
suffer  for  the  people.  This  is  not  the  place  to  carry  out  revenge  or  bad 
feelings.  All  those  feelings  and  actions  are  to  be  left  at  the  gate. 

We  are  all  created  of  the  same  dust,  the  same  elements  and  put  on  this 
planet  to  be  and  act  the  best  we  can.  Of  all  the  religions  and  beliefs  of 
the  world  we  are  not  to  sit  in  judgement  of  someone  else.  It  is  not  ours 
to  judge  if  someone's  beliefs  are  strong  or  weak.  The  spirits  do  that.  By 
turning  against  each  other  we  are  weak.  Standing  together  we  are  strong.  I 

do  not  stand  in  judgement  of  your  blood  line  and  beliefs  DO  NOT 

STAND  IN  DUDGEMENT  OF  OURS! 

The  government  over  many  years  has  and  is  still  trying  to  commit 
genocide.  Let  the  world  stand  together  on  this  sundance.  World  unity  of 
all  races  is  the  only  way  to  save  the  world.  Education  is  the  only  way  to 
stop  the  selling  of  our  culture. 

This  is  a free  sundance  for  all  the  colors  of  the  medicine  wheel.  We  are 
standing  united,  strong  against  the  threats  from  Tribal  (pro-government) 
government  and  now  we  are  receiving  threats  from  National  AIM  to  shut  us 
down . 

We  ask  you  add  your  voice  to  ours  against  this  cultural  genocide. 

REMEMBER  THE  WORLD  IS  WATCHING! 

"RE;  it's  a Crime!"  

Date:  Tue,  28  Dul  1998  20:10:32  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  < jans@atlcom . net> 

Sub j : It's  a crime! 

UUCP  email 

Don't  get  caught  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  carrying  sage  or  sweetgrass, 
or  participating  in  any  Lakota  ceremony  unless  you're  prepared  to  either 
prove  your  enrollment  in  a Federally  recognized  tribe,  or  go  to  jail. 


You'll  be  charged  with  a crime  under  Oglala  Tribal  law.  You  needn't  be 
Oglala,  or  even  Lakota,  to  legally  participate  in  ceremony  or  carry 
traditionally  sacred  herbs  (curiously,  or  perhaps  not  so  curiously  -- 
tobacco,  the  most  sacred  herb  of  all  --  is  not  mentioned)  but  you  must 
be  "BIA"  certified  as  Indian. 

The  new  tribal  law  was  passed  last  winter  without  a lot  of  fanfare  or 
knowledge,  and  only  now,  as  sun  dance  season  has  begun,  are  people 
paying  attention  to  it.  The  primary  focus,  and  probably  the  first 
implementation  of  this  law,  may  be  intended  for  David  Swallow's  sun 
dance,  set  to  begin  at  Porcupine  in  early  August.  Certain  factions  of 
the  OST  have  long  vocally  opposed  Swallow's  inclusion  of  non-enrolled 
people  of  Native  ancestry  in  his  sun  dances.  His  sun  dance  last  year  was 
interrupted  by  officials  and  officials  threatened  to  arrest  him  for 
conducting  the  ceremony. 

There  are  many  aspects  of  all  this  that  trouble  me,  even  though  my 
personal  involvement  is  limited  to  respect  for  some  of  the  people,  like 
David  Swallow  and  several  others,  who  as  traditional  ceremonial  and 
spiritual  leaders  find  themselves  in  the  position  of  being  told  how  they 
may  conduct  their  ceremonies  by  politicians. 

It  seems  curious  to  me  that  the  Oglala,  if  they  are  determined  to 
dictate  terms  of  ceremony  to  their  spiritual  leaders,  don't  restrict 
ceremony  to  documented  Lakota  people.  They  would  accept,  for  instance, 
the  participation  of  a member  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  in 
Lakota  ceremonies,  even  though  that  person  may  have  as  little  as  1/64 
blood,  so  long  as  that  person  carries  a card  saying  the  U.S.  recognizes 
their  enrollment.  However  they  will  arrest  an  unenrolled  descendant  of 
one  of  their  own  spiritual  leaders  for  carrying  a twig  of  sage,  even 
though  that  decedent  may  have  EIGHT  TIMES  the  Cherokee  individual's 
blood  quantum.  It  also  seems  curious  that  they  would,  as  leaders 
sensitive  to  the  sovereignty  of  their  nations,  honor  the  recognition  of 
an  oppressor  nation,  the  thief  of  their  sacred  Black  Hills,  as  their 
measure  of  "spiritual  worthiness." 

Whether  or  not  I approve  of  this  law  isn't  truly  important.  As  a 
sovereign  nation,  the  OST  can  make  it  illegal  for  anyone  to  do 
anything  on  their  own  land.  It's  their  business.  The  lack  of  sense, 
tradition,  and  over  the  long  term,  of  self-preservation  behind  it, 
though,  bothers  me. 

First,  where  is  it  traditional  among  the  Lakota  that  the  political 
chiefs  may  dictate  anything  to  the  traditional  spiritual  leaders?  Where 
does  this  leave  those  people  who  have  been  adopted,  sometimes  with  good 
cause,  by  members  of  a tribe,  and  who  have  adopted  the  tribal  culture 
and  way  of  life?  As  with  all  the  enrollment/blood  quantum  issues  -- 
where  does  this  leave  Indian  people  generations  down  the  road?  With  the 
Osage?  No  longer  in  existence?  And  what  happens  to  sovereignty  when, 
as  will  happen  eventually,  somebody  who  isn't  enrolled  gets  busted  for 
carrying  a smudge  stick  into  Pine  Ridge?  Yes,  they  can  easily  be 
convicted.  What  if  they  choose  to  appeal  --  will  this  not  eventually 
see  it's  way  off  the  rez  to  the  U.S.  court 

system?  And  if  the  U.S.  Courts  find  against  the  OST,  what  precedent 
does  that  set  for  tribal  sovereignty? 

Right  now,  from  my  perspective,  even  though  I am  enrolled  in  a tribe 
that  has  applied  for  federal  acknowledgement  and  have  close 
relationships  on  Pine  Ridge,  thus  might  be  invited  to  a ceremony  --  I 
would  not,  as  a matter  of  conscience,  participate  while  on  the 
reservation,  and  I'll  be  darned  careful  what's  on  my  person  if  I go  to 
visit  friends  there.  Why?  Well,  while  I believe  spiritual  leaders  are 
fully  competent  to  know  who  the  Grandfathers  and  Grandmothers  want  in 
the  ceremonies--and  are  far  more  competent  in  that  knowledge  than  any 
politician- -I  also  fully  support  and  defend  tribal  sovereignty.  I cannot 
in  conscience  do  anything  that  weakens  that  concept  because  I am 
conscious  of  the  possible  effects  for  future  generations.  Right  now, 
some  ceremonial  leaders  see,  ironically,  that  the  U.S.  government 
respects  their  spiritual  rights  and  responsibilities  more  than  their  own 
civic  leaders.  They  may  be  forced  to  move  their  ceremonies  off  their 
own  home  lands.  I am  trapped  and  so  are  the  ceremonial  leaders. 


Janet 


"RE ; Message  from  David  Swallow,  Jr."  

Date:  Tue,  28  Jul  1998  19:36:35  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : Message  from  David  Swallow,  3r. 

Last  year,  as  you  know,  there  was  an  attempt  to  shut  down  the  Sun  Dance 
of  David  Swallow,  3r.  This  resulted  in  his  going  to  tribal  court  and  all 
charges  brought  against  him  by  Oliver  Red  Cloud  and  others,  were 
dismissed,  permission  was  given  by  the  Oglala  to  continue  the  Sun  Dance 
and  David  has  since  brought  a multi-million  dollar  lawsuit  against 
individuals  involved. 

This  year,  further  attempts  are  being  made  to  close  down  the  same  Sun 
Dance,  which  begans  next  Tuesday  at  Porcupine,  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
reservation,  by  the  same  individuals. 

AIM  from  California  has  made  threats,  actually  only  approximately  5 AIM 
members  from  there,  and  the  SD  Chapter  of  AIM  has  told  them  they  refuse  to 
participate  or  sanction  their  actions. 

Several  Lakota  Spiritual  Leaders  are  coming  to  this  Sun  Dance, 
including  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Joseph  Chasing  Horse,  Selo  Black  Crow, 
Leonard  Crow  Dog  and  many  others  to  stand  united,  with  David,  and  ensure 
the  Sun  Dance  will  continue. 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
David  Swallow,  Jr. 

"This  is  not  a political  issue,  this  is  an  issue  of  Spirituality ...  not 
religion ...  Spirituality  of  all  People  to  come  and  pray  as  they  wish  to  do 
regardless  of  skin  color.  It  has  always  been  the  white  people  who  come  and 
do  the  labor,  do  many  things  to  help  us  and  support  us.  It  was  meant  that 
all  people,  regardless  of  skin  color,  be  allowed  to  come  together  to  pray 
as  one.  This  is  not  a religion.  This  is  Spirituality  for  ALL  people. 

We  as  Spiritual  Leaders  will  come  together  as  one,  and  stand  in  support 
of  our  right  to  Pray  as  we  are  given  to  do.  This  is  the  last  stand,  here 
at  Porcupine.  This  is  where  we  have  to  draw  the  line.  If  they  defeat  us 
and  not  allow  us  to  pray  together,  all  Nations  will  then  not  be  free  to 
pray. 

I ask  all  of  you.... I am  putting  this  call  out  on  the  internet,  for 
people  to  come  here  to  our  Sun  Dance  at  Porcupine  at  Pine  Ridge  and  help 
us.  Come  and  support  the  Lakota  Leaders  make  a last  stand  to  save  our 
Spiritual  ways  and  our  right  to  pray  as  we  were  given  to  do." 

When  our  Sun  Dance  is  over  we  will  began  a march  from  Wamblee  to 
Washington  DC,  walking  as  one  People,  to  go  there  and  to  tell  the 
Government  that  the  Spiritual  ways  of  First  Nations  People  must  not  be 
dictated  by  ANY  Government,  tribal  or  otherwise. 

I have  asked  my  friends  who  live  in  the  Black  Hills,  to  come  here 
Tuesday  and  record  our  leaders  for  a historical  document  of  what  is  about 
to  happen  to  us . " 

Mitakuye  Oyasin 
David  Swallow  Jr. 

"RE;  Residential  School  Awareness  Bicycle  Tour"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Jul  1998  01:41:37  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Res.  School  Awareness  Bicycle  Tour 

Forwarded  message: 

Date:  Wed,  15  Jul  1998  17:05:23  -0700 
To:  sisis@envirolink.org 

From:  Tehaliwaskenhas-Bob  Kennedy  <infocom@pro . net> 

Sub j : Healing 


HONOUR  OUR  TEARS 


The  Summer  of  '98  Bicycle  Tour 
Of  Haida  Elder  Willie  Abrahams 


Duly  15th,  1998 

VANCOUVER-  57  year  old  Haida  elder  Willie  Abrahams  bicycling  this  summer 
from  Prince  Rupert  to  the  lower  mainland  to  raise  awareness  of  residential 
school  issues,  is  an  honoured  guest  today  at  a North  Vancouver  gathering  of 
the  Aboriginal  Healing  Foundation  at  the  Squamish  Nation  recreation  centre. 

Abrahams  was  forced  to  attend  St.  Michael's  residential  school  on 
Vancouver  Island  from  1950-1957  where  a staff  member  sexually  abused  him. 
Now,  he  is  telling  his  story,  encouraging  others  to  step  forward  and  deal 
with  their  abuse. 

Abrahams  set  out  on  his  Honour  Our  Tears  journey  of  hope  and  healing  on 
Duly  6th  and  plans  to  complete  it  around  mid-August  in  Vancouver  and 
Nanaimo.  This  week  the  Aboriginal  Healing  Foundation,  established  to  manage 
a $350  million  healing  fund  is  looking  for  input  from  First  Nations' 
representatives  on  how  the  money  should  be  managed,  and  how  to  identify  the 
spending  priorities. 

For  Abrahams,  the  timing  of  the  invitation  to  attend  these  meetings  and 
workshops  couldn't  be  better.  "It  provides  me  with  the  opportunity  to  tell 
my  story  to  key  decision-makers  and  to  share  my  message  of  hope  to  a large 
audience",  said  Abrahams.  "I  also  welcome  the  encouragement  and  support 
from  these  people  who  want  to  do  the  right  thing  for  the  survivors  and 
their  families ...  people  who  have  suffered  so  much  because  of  the  dreadful 
experiences  in  residential  schools",  he  added. 

Abrahams  who  will  be  a banquet  speaker  tonight,  will  fly  back  to  Prince 
George  on  Friday  to  join  his  cycling  team  to  continue  the  second  half  of 
their  1500  kilometre  journey.  Donations  to  the  Honour  Our  Tears  campaign 
can  be  made  at  any  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal. 

Tehaliwaskenhas  - G.R.  (Bob)  Kennedy 
INFOCOM  Management,  1401-955  Marine  Drive 
West  Vancouver  BC  V7T1A9  PHONE: (604)  921-1677 
FAX:  (604)  921-1678  E-mail : infocom@pro . net 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Fear  for  Safety"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Dul  1998  02:44:52  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS  <amanecer@aa . net> 

Sub j : URGENT  ACTION  APPEAL 

Fax : 303  258  7881  

UA  200/98 

Fear  for  safety 
14  Duly  1998  MEXICO 

Yolanda  Castro  - Director  of  K'inal  Antzetik,  women's  group. 

Ines  Castro  - Member  of  K'inal  Antzetik,  women's  group. 

All  other  members  of  K'inal  Antzetik,  women's  group. 

There  are  concerns  for  the  safety  of  sisters  Yolanda  and  Ines  Castro 
after  they  received  a death  threat  on  10  Duly  1998.  The  two  women  are 
members  of  K'inal  Antzetik,  a Chiapas-based  advisory  women's  group.  Members 
of  the  group  have  received  a number  of  threats  in  the  past  and  the  K'inal 
Antzetik  office  has  been  kept  under  surveillance.  Yolanda  and  Ines  Castro 
believe  the  death  threat  was  written  by  paramilitaries  linked  to  the  state 
authorities.  The  letter,  signed  by  'Las  Muertes ’ (' The  Deaths'),  ordered 
the  two  sisters  to  leave  Chiapas  'before  it  was  too  late'  and  went  on  to 
say: 

'Hasen  caso  de  lo  que  estamos  escribindo  porque  es  verdad  y pronto  sabran 
quienes  somos,  igual  alas  extrangeras  que  se  ballan  del  pais  porque  de 
todas  maneras  pronto  las  echaran.  Acuerde  se  que  estamos  muy  cerca  de 


ustedes. . . [sic] ' (Take  note  of  what  we  have  written,  because  it  is  true 
and  you  will  soon  know  who  we  are.  The  same  goes  for  the  foreign  women, 
they  should  also  leave  the  country,  because  they  will  be  thrown  out  soon 
anyway.  Remember  we  are  always  near  by...). 

BACKGROUND  INFORMATION  Over  the  past  years  Amnesty  International  has 
documented  the  escalating  violence  in  the  State  of  Chiapas  with  deep 
concern.  Threats  against  non-governmental  organisations  and  human  rights 
defenders  have  increased  recently,  as  in  the  cases  of  threats  received  by 
the  Centro  de  Derechos  Indigenas  (CEDIAC),  Indigenous  Rights  Centre  and 
those  received  by  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  (see  UA  90/98  issued  20  March  and  13 
January) . 

RECOMMENDED  ACTION:  Please  send 
telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/airmail  letters : 

- requesting  that  adequate  measures  be  taken  to  guarantee  the 
physical  safety  of  Yolanda  Castro,  Ines  Castro  and  all  the  other 
members  of  K'inal  Antzetik; 

- calling  for  an  immediate  investigation  to  be  opened  into  these 
death  threats,  that  the  findings  be  made  public,  and  that  those  found 
responsible  be  brought  to  justice; 

- seeking  assurances  that  all  members  of  K'inal  Antzetik  will  be 
able  to  carry  out  their  peaceful  activities  without  being  subjected 
to  human  rights  violations. 

APPEALS  TO:  (Salutations) 

Attorney  General  of  the  Republic  (Dear  Attorney  General) 

Lie.  Jorge  Madrazo  Cuellar 

Senor  Procurador  General  de  Justicia  de  la  Republica 
Procuraduria  General  de  Jusitcia  de  la  Republica 
Paseo  de  la  Reforma  y Violeta,  Col.  Guerrero 
06300  Mexico  D.F.,  MEXICO 

[Telegrams:  Procuradoria  General  de  la  Republica,  Mexico  DF, 

Mexico] 

[Faxes:  011  52  5 626  4419] 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Chiapas  (Dear  Governor) 

Lie.  Roberto  Albores  Guillen 
Gobernador  del  Estado  de  Chiapas 
Palacio  de  Gobierno,  Piso  1 
Col.  Centro,  29000  Tuxla  Gutierrez 
Estado  de  Chiapas,  MEXICO 

[Telegrams:  Gobernador  del  Estado,  Chiapas,  Mexico] 

[Faxes:011  52  961  2 0917] 

Attorney  of  the  State  of  Chiapas  (Dear  Governor) 

Lie.  Jorge  Hernandez  Aguilar 
Procurador  del  Estado  de  Chiapas 
Procuraduria  General  del  Estado  de  Chiapas 
Tuxla  Gutierrez 
Estado  de  Chiapas,  MEXICO 

[Telegrams:  Procurador  del  Estado,  Chiapas,  Mexico] 

[Faxes:  011  52  961  2 8998]  H.I.:  this  fax  number  is  not  correct ! 

COPIES  TO: 

Human  Rights  Organizations 

Comision  de  Derechos  Humanos  'Fray  Bartolome  de  las  Casas', 

Francisco  Leon  46,  Barrio  de  Santa  Lucia, 

San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas, 

Chiapas  C.P.  29250,  MEXICO 

K'inal  Antzetik 
Avenida  5 Mayo,  25 
Barrio  de  los  Mexicanos 
San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas 
Chiapas  C.P.  29240,  MEXICO 

Harald  Ihmig 


Beim  Rauhen  Hause  30 
22111  Hamburg 

T.  040-6518393 ; Fax  040-65901168 
email:  ihmig@iname.com 

Ya  Basta! 


NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS-  N.A.P.To  know  about  us  visit: 
http : //www. nap . cuhm . mx/nap0 . htm 

General  Director:  Roger  Maldonado  Director  Europe:  Darrin  Wood 
Coordinator:  USA-Mexico-Europe:  Susana  Saravia  (Anibarro) 

Advisory  and  support  team:  Mexico 

When  reproducing  NAP's  translations;  please  give  credit 
NAP's  team  works  on  a volunteer  basis  and  does  not 
receive  any  funding  from  any  source 

"RE : Nisga'a  Deal  Leak"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Dul  1998  01:42:22  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Nisga'a  deal  leak:  "full  and  final  settlement" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NISGA'A  DEAL  FREES  CANADA,  BC  FROM  ALL  FUTURE  CLAIMS 
The  Vancouver  Sun,  Duly  22,  1998, 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent 
facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

VICTORIA  --  A copy  of  the  final  Nisga'a  deal  leaked  Tuesday  by  the 
Opposition  Liberals  shows  the  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council  has  agreed  to  give  up 
all  future  claims  in  exchange  for  its  historic  treaty. 

In  the  deal,  the  Nisga'a  concede  the  treaty  will  be  a "full  and  final 
settlement"  and  agree  to  "release"  Canada  and  B.C.  from  any  future  claims. 
The  settlement  signals  to  the  four  dozen  other  bands  now  involved  in  treaty 
talks  that  they  should  expect  the  same  treatment  in  their  treaties  --  which 
will  please  resource  companies  but  may  not  sit  well  with  some  chiefs. 

Resource  companies  have  lobbied  for  treaties  that  close  the  door  to  future 
claims,  saying  that  is  the  only  way  to  end  the  uncertainty  over  B.C.  land 
ownership,  which  has  hurt  the  province's  economy.  But  tribal  leaders  have 
resisted  demands  to  "cede,  cease  and  surrender"  their  future  claims  in 
exchange  for  treaties.  Those  words  don't  occur  in  the  treaty.  Instead  it 
says:  "This  agreement  constitutes  the  full  and  final  settlement  in  respect 
to  the  aboriginal  rights,  including  aboriginal  title,  in  Canada,  of  the 
Nisga'a  Nation." 

The  final  draft  also  states  that  the  treaty  will  be  protected  under  the 
Constitution  and  any  amendments  must  be  agreed  to  by  the  three  parties: 
the  Nisga'a,  Ottawa  and  Victoria.  The  treaty  provides  "the  right  to 
self-government  and  the  authority  to  make  laws,"  with  elections  to  be  held 
at  least  every  five  years  at  both  the  nation  and  village  level.  As  well, 
the  treaty  sets  out  a Nisga'a  justice  system  including  the  right  to  appoint 
judges,  to  create  a police  force  and  a corrections  system  that  will  be 
guided  by  but  not  limited  to  the  Criminal  Code  of  Canada.  On  taxation 
powers,  the  Nisga'a  people  will  have  their  tax-  exempt  status  phased  out 
over  12  years. 

Premier  Glen  Clark's  office  admitted  Tuesday  the  cost  for  the  historic 
deal  involving  cash,  2,000  square  kilometres  of  land  in  northwest  B.C.  and 
self-government  powers,  has  jumped  to  $459  million.  That  figure  does  not 
include  compensation  to  be  negotiated  with  resource  companies  that  lose  out 
as  a result  of  the  deal.  Earlier  estimates  had  put  the  price  tag  for  the 
deal  at  $445  million.  Clark's  aides  said  the  latest  tally  includes  $106 
million  worth  of  land,  $41  million  for  a highway  and  the  balance  for  a cash 
settlement,  forgone  revenue  and  other  costs. 

But  the  premier  defended  the  treaty,  calling  the  Nisga'a  settlement  "the 
most  critical  issue  facing  the  province"  and  warning  its  failure  could  have 


dire  consequences  for  the  province's  floundering  economy.  "I  think  it  would 
plunge  the  province  into  uncertainty,  and  uncertainty  is  very  bad  for 
investment,"  he  said.  "This  would  clearly  be  a blow  to  both  our  economy 
and  to  any  notion  of  reconciliation"  with  aboriginal  people. 

The  final  draft  of  the  treaty  also  sets  out  a schedule  for  logging  on  the 
lands  that  will  fall  under  Nisga'a  ownership.  It  permits  the  annual 
harvesting  of  165,000  cubic  metres  for  the  first  five  years  followed  by 
135,000  cubic  metres  the  next  four  years. 

Federal,  provincial  and  tribal  negotiators  were  to  outline  details  of 
the  treaty  at  a news  conference  in  Vancouver  this  afternoon. 

Clark  denounced  the  Liberals  for  releasing  the  treaty  documents.  "I  guess 
the  only  explanation  is  they  are  trying  to  do  everything  they  can  to 
discredit  the  treaty  and  I think  it's  unfortunate  because  there's  lots  in 
there  for  a good  debate  and  we'll  have  that  and  playing  these  kinds  of 
silly  games." 

Nisga'a  president  Chief  Doseph  Gosnell  called  the  release  of  the  treaty 
by  Liberal  leader  Gordon  Campbell  "unfortunate,  ill-timed  and 
reprehensible.  The  political  grandstanding  is  an  insult  to  the  Nisga'a 
nation.  I ask  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  is  this  his  way  of  contributing 
to  the  building  of  a new  relationship?" 

Campbell  said  he  felt  compelled  to  release  the  documents  as  quickly  as 
he  could  because  the  public  shouldn't  be  denied  the  details  of  the  final 
agreement  for  even  a couple  of  weeks  longer.  "They  have  a right  to  know, 
this  is  a major  initiative  and  I don't  think  it's  something  that  should  be 
managed  in  terms  of  public  relations." 

Provincial  negotiator  lack  Ebbels  said  the  fact  that  the  government  has 
not  yet  released  the  treaty  document  does  not  mean  there  will  be  any 
changes  of  substance  to  the  deal  that  was  agreed  to  on  Duly  15.  The  three 
parties  at  the  table  agreed  to  wait  until  next  month  so  the  text  could  be 
prepared  for  a massive  print  run  --  as  many  as  50,000  copies.  "This  is 
purely  an  editorial  exercise  going  on,"  he  said. 

Clark  said  the  Nisga'a  leadership  also  face  a tough  sell  among  their 
membership,  who  are  being  asked  to  become  the  first  aboriginal  group  in  the 
country  to  opt  out  of  federal  taxation  exemptions.  And  he  said  public 
opposition  won't  change  this  deal,  but  it  will  have  "a  profound  impact"  on 
what  happens  with  the  four  dozen  other  treaties  currently  being 
negotiated.  Rejection  of  the  Nisga'a  deal  will  put  those  other  talks  in 
jeopardy,  he  said.  "It  will  mean  that  the  people  have  rejected  the  first 
modern  treaty,  one  which  is  clearly  lower  than  the  expectations  of  some 
aboriginal  groups,  and  I think  aboriginal  people  will  see  it  as  a message 
to  pursue  either  confrontation  and/or  court  action  rather  than  treaty 
negotiations.  And  clearly  the  governments  would  have  to  reconsider  the 
treaty  issues  if  this  fails." 

The  Nisga'a  treaty  is  still  being  finalized  in  anticipation  of  an  Aug.  4 
signing  ceremony  in  the  remote  Nass  Valley. 

WHAT  HAS  BEEN  AGREED 

Here  are  the  highlights  of  the  Nisga'a  treaty  documents  released  Tuesday: 

- The  treaty  provides  "the  right  to  self-government  and  the  authority  to 
make  laws,"  with  elections  to  be  held  at  least  every  five  years  at  both  the 
nation  and  village  level. 

The  Nisga'a  government  can  make  laws  establishing  public  institutions, 
determining  citizenship,  controlling  the  use  and  management  of  Nisga'a 
lands,  and  administering  services  such  as  human  resources,  public  works, 
traffic  and  transportation,  social  services,  health  services  and  education. 

Nisga'a  laws  can  be  challenged  in  B.C.  Supreme  Court  only  after  all 
internal  procedures  for  appeal  or  review  provided  by  Nisga'a  government 
have  been  exhausted. 

- On  maintaining  Nisga'a  law,  the  treaty  sets  out  a Nisga'a  justice  system 
including  the  right  to  appoint  judges,  to  create  a police  force  and  a 
corrections  system  that  will  be  guided  by  but  not  limited  to  the  Criminal 
Code  of  Canada. 

"The  Nisga'a  Court  may  impose  penalties  and  other  remedies  under  the  laws 
of  Nisga'a  government,  British  Columbia  or  Canada  in  accordance  with 
generally  accepted  principles  of  sentencing." 


It  does  allow  for  an  accused  to  opt  out  of  the  Nisga'a  justice  system  and 
be  tried  under  provincial  law  when  faced  with  a potential  sentence  of 
imprisonment  under  Nisga'a  law. 

And  the  Nisga'a  court  cannot  impose  a sentence  on  a person  who  is  not  a 
Nisga'a  citizen  "different  in  nature  from  those  generally  imposed  by 
provincial  or  superior  courts  in  Canada,  without  the  person's  consent." 

- On  fiscal  relations  between  the  three  orders  of  government,  the  treaty 
requires  further  negotiation  to  determine  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments'  ongoing  contributions  to  the  Nisga'a  government. 

"Every  five  years,  or  at  other  intervals  if  the  parties  agree,  the 
parties  will  negotiate  and  attempt  to  reach  agreement  on  a fiscal  financing 
agreement  by  which  funding  will  be  provided  to  the  Nisga'a  Nation  to 
enable  the  provision  of  agreed-upon  public  programs  and  services  to  Nisga'a 
citizens  and,  where  applicable,  non-Nisga'a  occupants  of  Nisga'a  lands,  at 
levels  reasonably  comparable  to  those  generally  prevailing  in  northwest 
British  Columbia." 

- On  taxation  powers,  the  Nisga'a  people  will  have  their  tax-  exempt 
status  phased  out  over  12  years. 

The  Nisga'a  government  "may  make  laws  in  respect  of  direct  taxation  of 
Nisga'a  citizens  on  Nisga'a  lands  in  order  to  [ raise]  . . . revenue  for 
Nisga'a  Nation  or  Nisga'a  Village  purposes." 

The  extent  of  taxation  authority  over  non-Nisga'a  people  can  be 
negotiated  with  the  federal  and  provincial  governments. 

-On  certainty,  the  governments  of  B.C.  and  Canada  have  backed  away  from 
the  controversial  "cede,  release  and  surrender"  phrase  that  was  supposed 
to  extinguish  any  further  claims.  Here's  the  new  wording: 

"This  agreement  constitutes  the  full  and  final  settlement  in  respect  of 
the  aboriginal  rights,  including  aboriginal  title,  in  Canada,  of  the 
Nisga'a  Nation.  . . 

"The  Nisga'a  Nation  releases  Canada,  British  Columbia  and  all  other 
persons  from  all  claims,  demands,  actions  or  proceedings,  of  whatever  kind, 
and  whether  known  or  unknown,  that  the  Nisga'a  Nation  ever  had,  now  has  or 
may  have  in  the  future,  relating  to  or  arising  from  any  act,  or  omission, 
before  the  effective  date  that  may  have  affected  or  infringed  any 
aboriginal  rights,  including  aboriginal  title,  in  Canada  of  the  Nisga'a 
nation . " 
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"RE : Peace  Chiefs"  

Date:  Sun,  26  Dul  1998  18:58:17  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  < jans@atlcom . net> 

Sub j : Peace  Chiefs 

UUCP  email 

Headline  story  today  in  the  Seattle  Times:  Peace  chiefs  quietly  labor  to 
save  our  salmon,  by  Mark  Trahant  / Times  staff  columnist 

I won't  repost  this  article  in  full,  it's  copyrighted,  and  if  you're 
interested,  you  can  read  the  whole  thing  on  the  Web  at: 

http : //www . seattletimes . com/news/ local/html98/trah_072698 . html 


The  focus  on  this  article  is  on  a different  kind  of  Native  activism  that 


is  quietly  getting  results.  Unlike  the  warriors  and  war  chiefs,  the 
peace  chiefs  seek  progress  through  negotiation  and  cooperation.  The 
examples  here  were  chosen  from  the  Umatilla  confederated  tribes  and 
their  successful  program  to  restore  salmon  to  the  Umatilla  River.  They 
are  now  focusing  on  the  Columbia  River.  Rather  than  seek  legislative  or 
administrative  remedies  that  cram  their  agenda  down  a perceived 
opponent's  throat,  they  go  to  the  local  people  who  are  involved  on  all 
sides  of  the  issue  and  find  ways  to  reach  consensus.  Rather  than 
destroy  one  to  build  another  --  they  seek  to  protect  all. 

I found  the  article  worth  reading,  and  worth  reminding  myself  that  we 
don't  have  to  go  to  war  and  attempt  to  utterly  destroy  every  time  we 
encounter  an  individual  or  a group  with  different  or  even  offensive 
approaches  or  a goals. 

Mark  N.  Trahant's  column  appears  Sunday  and  Thursday 
in  the  Local  News  section  of  The  Times. 

His  phone  message  number  is  206-464-8517. 

His  e-mail  address  is  <mtrahant@seattletimes . com> 

E-mail  Comments  to  Editor  : Comments@seatimes.com 

The  Seattle  Times  home  page 
http://www. seattletimes.com/ 

"RE : Elder  to  Sue  University  for  Discrimination"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Jul  1998  12:38:08  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Native  elder  to  sue  CSU  for  discrimination 

Please  distribute  widely.  Apologies  for  any  duplicate  postings. 

LAW  OFFICES  OF  LAWRENCE  A.  HILDES 
1840  WOOLSEY  ST. 

BERKELEY,  CA  94703 

PH:  (510)  845-9788  FAX:  (510)  540-4821 
LAW  AND  3USTICE  IN  THE  PUBLIC  INTEREST 


PRESS  RELEASE: 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  STUDENT  TO  SUE  CSU  SAN  BERNARDINO  FOR  $20  MILLION  FOR  RACE 
DISCRIMINATION. 

Pamalalee  Bailey-Shimizu,  an  elder  of  the  White  Mountain  Apache  and 
Cherokee  Nations  will  file  a suit  on  Duly  31,  1998,  in  United  States 
District  Court  in  Los  Angeles,  alleging  discrimination  against  her  by  the 
University  based  on  her  race  and  religion,  and  retaliation  against  her  for 
the  exercise  of  her  right  to  free  expression.  Ms.  Bailey-Shimizu,  a 
master's  student  at  Cal  State  San  Bernardino  received  a failing  grade  in 
an  educational  counseling  class  strictly  because  she  wore  an  American 
Indian  Movement  t-shirt  and  beret  to  class.  In  the  class,  she  was 
repeatedly  berated  for  wearing  the  clothing,  which  identified  her 
political  and  religious  affiliation  with  AIM  and  displayed  ethnic  pride. 

Doctor  Susan  Brotherton,  and  Professor  Louis  Downs,  the  co-instructors 
in  her  educational  counseling  class  singled  Bailey-Shimizu  out  and 
denigrated  her  in  front  of  the  class  for  her  "unprofessional  dress"  and 
wrote  notes  on  her  papers  stating  that  her  work  was  good  but  it  was  a 
"shame  she  couldn't  dress  properly".  They  harassed  and  downgraded  her 
until  she  withdrew  from  the  class.  This  class  was  a prerequisite  for  the 
Masters  in  Educational  Counseling  program,  which  meant  that  Bailey-Shimizu 
was  forced  to  withdraw  from  the  program. 

"This  incident  is  typical  of  the  racist  climate  of  this  University," 
Bailey-Shimizu  stated.  "Things  are  real  bad  here.  I need  to  fight  this 
battle  for  my  daughter  who's  in  the  Cal  State  system,  and  my  grandchildren 
who  are  likely  to  be.  None  of  the  children  should  have  to  go  through  this. 
I didn't  fight  hard  in  the  60's  and  70's  for  this." 

Bailey-Shimizu  is  the  president  of  the  campus  chapter  of  AIM.  Other 


Native  American  students  and  other  students  of  color  have  complained  to 
her  about  the  oppressive  climate  of  the  campus.  There  have  been  a number 
of  racist  incidents  on  the  campus  in  the  past  year,  including  a 
fraternity/sorority  party  where  a group  of  white  students  dressed  up  in 
blackface  and  Afro  wigs  and  sang  racist  lyrics.  A Chicano  student,  who 
wore  an  Aztec  t-shirt  to  another  class,  was  attacked  by  a professor  for 
wearing  a shirt  for  an  empire  that  practiced  human  sacrifice. 

After  withdrawing  from  the  class,  Bailey-Shimizu  was  repeatedly 
obstructed  in  her  attempts  to  file  a grievance  and  obtain  a hearing  from 
the  University.  When  she  finally  received  the  hearing,  it  was  restricted 
to  the  issue  of  whether  or  not  her  clothing  was  proper.  The  University 
upheld  the  professors'  treatment  of  Bailey-Shimizu  as  proper. 

Bailey-Shimizu,  as  well  as  being  denied  her  education,  was  humiliated 
and  emotionally  traumatized  by  the  incident  and  has  been  physically 
threatened  by  proteges  of  Dr.  Brotherton  for  making  an  issue  of  her 
treatment.  Prior  to  taking  legal  action,  she  tried  to  resolve  the  issues 
without  demanding  money.  "We  tried  for  a year  to  get  their  attention,  and 
they  ignored  us.  Now  we  need  to  use  the  biggest  club  we  can  find." 

PRESS  CONFERENCE:  Friday  DULY  31,  1998  10:30  AM, 

Outside  Los  Angeles  Federal  Courthouse 
312  N.  Spring  Street,  L.A. 
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"RE : Black  Hills  Proposed  Wilderness  Area  Under  Attack"  

Date:  Sun,  26  Dul  1998  16:25:41  EDT 

From:  news@wildrockies.org  (Wild  Rockies  InfoNet) 

Sub  j : BLACK  HILLS  PROPOSED  WILDERNESS  UNDER  ATTACK 

UUCP  email 

Letters  needed  by  August  17th,  1998 

One  of  the  very  few  remaining  roadless  areas  on  the  Black  Hills  National 
Forest  (South  Dakota  and  Wyoming)  is  under  attack  from  the  U.S.  Forest 
Service.  The  Beaver  Park  Roadless  Area,  proposed  for  Wilderness 
Designation  by  conservationists  since  1991,  would  be  subjected  to  1,126 
acres  of  cutting  and  5.7  miles  of  new  roads  if  USFS  plans  for  the 
Veteran/Boulder  timber  sale  go  forward. 

THE  CURRENT  THREAT 

The  USFS  has  proposed  the  mammoth  Veteran/Boulder  timber  sale  in  and 
around  the  proposed  Wilderness.  The  entire  project  includes  over  4,000 
acres  of  cutting,  nearly  9 miles  of  new  roads,  and  a whopping  35  miles 
of  road  "reconstruction . " As  mentioned  above,  1,126  acres  of  cutting 
and  5.7  miles  of  new  roads  would  be  inside  the  proposed  Wilderness. 

According  the  the  draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement,  "there  are  no 
other  large  blocks  of  inventoried  or  uninventoried  areas  which  have  a 
roadless  character." 

Special  values,  in  addition  to  roadless  qualities,  include  dense  forest, 
old  growth,  habitat  for  neotropical  birds  (ovenbird,  tanagers),  at 
least  one  Goshawk  territory,  and  good  elk  habitat. 

So  what  is  the  USFS  response?  A huge  commercial 
timber  sale  and  roads  project.  Why?  Because  the  area  is  "lacking 
openings,  and  has  a high  number  of  mountain  pine  beetle  infested 
areas 

What's  the  impact?  Again  according  to  the  EIS,  "the  unroaded  character 
would  be  lost"  and  "probability  of  designation  of  an  RNA  [Research 
Natural  Area]  would  also  be  lost." 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 

It's  important  that  the  USFS  hear  from  a wide  range  of  folks  who  want 


the  proposed  Wilderness  protected.  Please  contact  the  agency  at  the 
address/phone  below  BY  AUGUST  17th.  Consider  these  points  for  your 
letter: 

-The  roadless  area  should  be  completely  protected.  The  0.8%  of  the 
Forest  currently  protected  as  Wilderness  is  shamefully  low. 

-No  cutting,  road  building,  or  road  reconstruction  should  be  allowed  in 
the  roadless  area. 

-The  obliteration  of  17.8  miles  of  existing  roads  outside  the  roadless 
area  should  go  forward. 

-The  USFS  should  include  in  the  EIS  alternatives  for  managing  the 
roadless  area  as  Wilderness  or  RNA.  That  way,  citizens  can  support 
these  designations. 

-There  is  no  ecological  reason  to  have  this  timber  sale,  and  many 
reasons  not  to.  Sacrificing  what  remains  of  the  natural  Forest  as  a 
gift  to  the  timber  industry  is  simply  wrong. 

Send  your  letters  by  August  17th  to: 

Patricia  Seay 

Spearfish/Nemo  Ranger  Distict,  Black  Hills  NF 
2014  N.  Main 
Spearfish,  SD  57783 
(605)  642-4622 

ADDITIONAL  INFO 

The  Black  Hills  NF  has  been  roaded  and  cut  more  than  any  other  Forest  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  region.  About  8,500  miles  of  road  already  crisscross 
the  Forest,  and  most  areas  have  been  cut  at  least  once.  Almost 
none  of  the  Forest  has  been  protected;  there's  one  small  (10,000  acre) 
wilderness  designated,  and  that's  it.  In  the  early  1990's,  a coalition 
of  18  local,  regional,  and  national  citizen's  groups  proposed  about 
45,000  acres  for  Wilderness  designation--out  of  over  1.2  million  acres 
in  the  entire  Forest.  The  USFS  has  fought  protection  ever  since. 

The  citizens  proposal  for  the  Beaver  Park  roadless  area  was 
approximately  6,700  acres  and  called  the  area  the  Breakneck  Wilderness. 

The  recently  completed  Revision  of  the  Black  Hills  Forest  Plan 
recommended  0 acres  additional  Wilderness,  even  though  they  admitted 
several  areas  had  exceptional  qualities.  That's  one  of  the  reasons  a 
coalition  of  citizen  groups  appealed  the  Plan  to  the  USFS  Chief. 

The  USFS  proposed  moratorium  on  new  road  construction  in  roadless  areas 
won't  help  the  Black  Hills,  because  the  Chief  exempted  Forests  with 
completed  Plan  Revisions  from  the  moratorium. 

Besides  the  roadless  area  issue,  there's  plenty  to  worry  about  with  the 
massive  timber  and  roads  program.  The  US  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  puts 
it  this  way: 

"There  are  species  in  the  Black  Hills  that  exist  no  where  else  in  the 
world...  The  economy  and  ecosystem  are  delicately  linked  and  are 
beginning  to  show  signs  of  stress." 

There  is  a great  deal  of  other  information  about  the  ecological  problems 
in  the  'Hills.  Contact  Biodiversity  Associates  if  you  want  details. 

For  more  information  about  our  concerns,  contact 

leff  Kessler 

Biodiversity  Associates 

PO  Box  6032 

Laramie,  Wy  82073 

(307)  742-7978 

mailto: jkessler@igc .apc.org 

"RE : Canadian  Colonialism  Kills  Birdtail  Sioux"  

Date:  Sat,  25  Dul  1998  00:06:02  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Canadian  Colonialism  Kills  Birdtail  Sioux 


Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


FIRST  NATION  MOURNING  VICTIMS  OF  SUICIDE 

Brandon  Sun,  Duly  23,  1998,  by  Adrienne  Spring 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 

contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent 

facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

BIRDTAIL  SIOUX  FIRST  NATION,  Man.  (CP)  - Alberta  Benn  can  barely  choke  out 
the  words  when  she  tries  to  talk  about  her  son  Dustin. 

The  death  of  the  23-year-old  in  April  - the  latest  in  a rash  of  suicides 
at  the  First  Nation  - has  left  Benn  and  the  rest  of  the  tiny  community  of 
400  in  a state  of  mourning.  "My  son  just  died  so  suddenly  and  tragically," 
she  says,  pausing.  "Alcohol  had  lots  to  do  with  it.  If  it  wasn't  for 
alcohol,  my  son  would  still  be  alive." 

The  people  of  Birdtail  Sioux  are  reeling  from  a startling  number  of  deaths 
over  the  past  12  months.  There  have  been  seven  suicides  over  the  last  year 
and  police  have  recorded  20  more  attempts  since  Danuary.  Also,  one  man  was 
hit  by  a train,  two  people  died  in  a house  fire  and  another  person  died  in 
a fatal  shooting.  Alcohol  was  identified  as  a factor  in  many  of  the 
incidents . 

Benn  says  her  son  had  been  in  treatment  for  alcohol  abuse  but  when  he 
returned  home  he  fell  back  into  the  destructive  cycle.  Two  weeks  before  he 
took  his  life,  Dustin's  26-year-old  sister,  along  with  some  of  their 
cousins,  started  an  Alcoholics  Anonymous  group.  But  Benn  says  shed  like  to 
see  Birdtail  Sioux  return  to  its  status  as  a dry  reserve.  "It  would  help 
the  other  people.  I know  it  wouldn't  bring  my  son  back  but...,"  she  says, 
her  voice  breaking. 

The  youth  of  the  community  has  been  hit  hard  by  the  losses  as  well.  In  the 
past  year,  Brigette  Bunn,  18,  has  lost  two  cousins,  a man  she  says  was  like 
a father  to  her  and  several  other  community  members  to  suicide.  "I  get 
mixed  up  with  all  of  them,  I cant  really  remember,"  she  says  when  asked  how 
long  ago  her  19-year-old  cousin  committed  suicide.  "Everything's  so  messed 
up  out  here." 

But  Bunn,  like  some  other  band  members,  says  alcohol  abuse  is  only  a 
symptom  of  larger  problems.  The  situation  for  the  youth  of  the  community  is 
bleak,  she  says.  There  are  no  recreation  facilities,  a nearly  nonexistent 
chance  for  employment  and  lack  of  understanding  about  their  own  culture  is 
draining  away  their  self-esteem.  Although  she  says  she  doesn't  know  what's 
causing  band  members  to  take  their  own  lives,  she  does  know  what  isn't 
helping. 

Last  year  in  school,  Bunn  and  some  of  her  friends  came  together  to  write  a 
letter  pleading  with  their  band  council  to  do  something.  She  says  they 
never  got  a response. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE:  Birdtail  Sioux  in  Crisis"  — 

Date:  Tue,  28  Dul  1998  00:06:51  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Birdtail  Sioux  "in  crisis" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty- - 
NATIVE  BAND  IN  CRISIS  SAYS  CHIEF 

Victoria  Times-Colonist,  Duly  26,  1998.  Page  A5  (CP) 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent 
facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 


Brandon  Manitoba  - The  chief  of  a troubled  Manitoba  Indian  band  says  his 
people  are  in  a state  of  crisis  that  parallels  Davis  Inlet.  The  Birdtail 
Sioux  First  Nation  has  been  plagued  by  seven  suicides  in  the  last  year  and 
20  attempts  since  Danuary  by  children  as  young  as  nine.  Another  two  people 
have  died  in  a house  fire,  one  died  in  a fatal  shooting  and  another  was  hit 
by  a train.  "We're  just  another  Davis  Inlet  - that's  where  we're  going," 
Chief  Nelson  Bunn  said.  Davis  Inlet,  an  aboriginal  community  in  northern 
Labrador  with  a population  of  about  500,  became  the  focus  of  international 
attention  in  the  early  1990s  after  six  children  died  in  a house  fire  and 
six  teens  were  found  in  an  abandoned  shed  sniffing  solvents  and  threatening 
suicide. 

Many  residents  were  shown  in  news  reports  to  be  poor,  chronically 
unemployed  and  suffering  from  some  kind  of  alcohol  or  drug  abuse.  The  story 
is  not  dissimilar  for  the  400  members  of  the  Birdtail  Sioux  band,  located 
about  145  kilometres  northwest  of  Brandon.  "We're  an  unhealthy  community," 
said  medical  clerk  Ken  Chalmers.  "We've  got  huge  problems  with  everything 
from  abuse  to  alcoholism  to  social  problems."  Bunn,  himself  a recovering 
alcoholic,  has  come  under  fire  for  everything  from  drinking  convictions  to 
fraud  and  assault.  Band  employees  say  he  hasn't  been  to  a council  meeting 
since  he  took  office.  Bunn  said  he's  been  working  with  federal  officials 
from  Health  Canada  and  Indian  Affairs  to  organize  assistance. 

"I  would  like  to  get  a hold  of  Indian  Affairs,  medical  services  and 
whatever  agencies  we  can  to  say,  'Look.  We  have  a crisis  situation  here'" 
he  said.  "The  whole  country  knows  about  it.  Help  us.  We're  in  need  of 
help. " 


Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien: 
mailto:pm@pm.gc.ca 

mailto: remote -printer . Dean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 
Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  lane  Stewart: 

mailto : remote  printer . lane_Stewart@16139926382 . iddd . tpc . int 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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- "RE:  Yellowstone  Buffalo"  

Date:  Tue,  21  lul  1998  09:51:03  -0600 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : An  update  from  the  only  activist  group  working  year  round  in  the 
Park! 

List -Sub scribe : mailto:Stop-the-Slaughter-on@vortex.wildrockies.org 
List - Unsubscribe : mailto:Stop-the-Slaughter-off@vortex.wildrockies.org 
News  Submissions  or  Problems:  mailto:Stop-the-Slaughter@wildrockies.org 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  the  InterAgency  Bison  Management 
Plan  for  State  of  Montana  and  Yellowstone  National  Park 

In  Dune,  the  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (DEIS)  for 
the  interagency  bison  management  plan  for  the  state  of  Montana  and 
Yellowstone  National  Park  was  released  for  public  comment. 

The  DEIS  explains  seven  different  alternatives  that  range  from  "no  action" 
(which  is  not  truly  a no  action  alternative  and  full  of  quarantine  and 
killing  options)  and  continuing  the  interim  plan  to  minimal  management  to  no 
tolerance  of  bison  outside  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

The  preferred  alternative  by  the  government  agencies  involved  combines 
capture  and  slaughter  facilities,  hunting,  and  intensive  quarantine 
facilities  that  would  ruin  the  wildness  of  the  herd.  The  main  objective  of 


this  "preferred  alternative"  would  be  to  maintain  a specific  population  of 
bison  that  ranges  from  1,700-2,500  and  at  the  same  time  keeping  the  bison 
wild  and  a free-ranging  population. 

Sure  doesn't  sound  like  a wild  herd  though  with  all  that  handling. 

Buffalo  Nations  will  be  researching  the  environmental  impacts  that  the 
alternatives  may  cause  and  the  legality  of  them  also.  At  this  time  Buffalo 
Nations  will  not  support  any  of  the  alternatives  until  each  one  has  been 
studied  intensely.  We  will  be  informing  you  of  our  interpretation  of  the 
best  actions  to  take  soon.  We  are  also  looking  at  a very  interesting 
biologists'  alternative:  Alternative  B;  the  Buffalo  Alternative 
(http : //www. wild roc kies . org/PlanB) . 

We'll  send  you  an  update  soon  regarding  our  suggestions  on  commenting. 
Thanks! 

It  is  important  that  you  go  to  the  public  meeting  nearest  you  and  speak  in 
behalf  of  the  buffalo. 

Listed  below  are  the  public  Meetings  on  the  EIS  for  Bison  Management. 

All  meetings  start  at  2:00  P.M.  and  end  at  9:00  P.M.  Public  testimony 
will  be  taken  on  a first-come,  first-served  basis. 

Duly  27  Helena,  MT  Best  Western  Colonial  Inn, 

Capitol  Room,  2301 
Colonial  Dr. 

Duly  29  Gardiner,  MT  Gardiner  School,  510  Stone  St. 

August  10  Dackson,  WY  Virginian  Lodge,  Buffalo  Room, 

750  W.  Broadway 

August  11  Idaho  Falls,  ID  Best  Western/Stardust  Motor 

Lodge,  Russet 

Room,  700  Lindsay  Blvd. 

August  13  West  Yellowstone,  MT  Holiday  Inn  Conference  Hotel, 

Geyser 

Room,  315  Yellowstone  Ave. 

August  25  Billings,  MT  Holiday  Inn  Billings  Plaza, 

Lewis  and 

Clark/Yellowstone  Room,  5500  Midland  Rd. 

August  27  Cody,  WY  Holiday  Inn,  Taggarts  Rooms  1, 

2,  and  3,  1701 
Sheridan  Ave. 

September  1 Golden,  CO  Holiday  Inn  West  Village,  Golden 

Room,  14707  W. 

Colfax  Ave. 

September  3 Salt  Lake  City,  UT  Wyndham  Hotel,  Grand  Ballroom, 

215  West 
South  Temple 

September  15  Missoula,  MT  Missoula  Public  library 

301  E Main 
Conference  Room 

September  17  Washington,  DC  Sumner  School,  Museum  and 

Archives,  1201 
17th  St.,  N.W. 

September  23  San  Francisco,  CA  Palace  Hotel,  2 New  Montgomery 

St.,  Sea 
Cliff  Room 


September  29  Austin,  TX  Holiday  Inn  South,  3401  S. 

Interstate  Highway 
35 

October  6 Minneapolis,  MN  Thunderbird  Hotel  and  Conference 

Center, 

Shoshone  Room,  2201  E.  78th  St. 

Written  comments  on  the  DEIS  will  be  taken  until  October  1, 

1998.  You  can  request  a copy  of  the  summary  DEIS  and  send  comments  to 
Sarah  Bransom,  Interagency  Bison  Management  Plan,  DSC-RP,  P.0.  Box  25287, 
Denver,  CO  80225-0287. 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  Buffalo  Nations  on  an  update  of  the  research 
at : 

P.O.Box  957, 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758, 

Email:  buffalo(3wildrockies . org 
Phone :406. 646. 0070 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Greetings  from  Buffalo  Nations 
We  hope  this  summer  finds  you  all  well 

If  you  would  like  to  volunteer  and  see  beautiful  Yellowstone  Park  in  the 
summer  and  help  us  with  our  summer  educational  tabling. .. give  us  a call. 

We  are  already  thinking  about  chopping  wood  for  this  upcoming  winter  as 
we  will  still  need  to  be  with  the  buffalo. 

We  could  use  some  help  getting  snowmobiles.,  any  donation  is  tax  deductible 
thanks! 


"RE : Resistance  in  Paradise"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Dul  1998  10:17:43  -1000 

From:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub j : Resistance  in  Paradise  (a  resource  guide) 

Mailing  List:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

RESISTANCE  IN  PARADISE 

Rethinking  100  Years  of  US  Involvement  in  the  Caribbean  and  the  Pacific 
an  education  resource  guide 

"And  when  they  wrote  that  we  were  racist  because  we 
preferred  our  own  ways  to  theirs,  they  meant  that  their 
culture  needed  to  dominate  other  cultures.  And  when 
they  wrote  that  we  were  superstitious,  believing  in  the 
mana  of  nature  and  people,  they  meant  that  the  West  has 
long  since  lost  a deep  spiritual  and  cultural 
relationship  to  the  earth... 

This  means  that  the  history  of  indigenous  people 
cannot  be  written  from  within  Western  culture.  Such  a 
story  is  merely  the  West's  story  of  itself.  Our  Story 
remains  unwritten,  it  rests  within  the  culture,  which 
is  inseparable  from  the  land.  To  know  this  is  to  know 
our  history.  To  write  this  is  to  write  of  the  land  and 
the  people  who  are  born  from  her." 

- Haunani-Kay  Trask,  _From  a Native  Daughter_  (1982) 

This  year  marks  the  centennial  of  the  annexation  of  six  overseas 
territories  (Hawai'i,  Guam,  Samoa,  the  Philippines,  Puerto  Rico  and  Cuba) 
by  the  United  States.  These  acts  of  overseas  territorial  incorporation 
are  the  generally  unacknowledged  beginning  of  the  US  as  a colonial  power. 
That  development,  involving  the  pursuit  of  economic  and  political 
advantage,  notions  of  racial  and  cultural  superiority,  and  the  use  of 
military  force,  profoundly  altered  those  societies  and  the  US.  Yet  little 
is  known  about  this  development  and  its  impact  on  the  annexed  societies 


and  the  country  that  annexed  them.  The  Asia  Pacific  Program  seeks  to 
expand  popular  understanding  of  the  annexations,  their  effects,  and  the 
realities  of  this  colonial  expansion  from  the  perspective  of  those 
overseas  communities,  and  to  develop  support  for  those  communities  and 
peoples  among  various  members  of  US  society  by  producing  and  disseminating 
_Resistance  in  Paradise_. 

Educators  from  the  affected  communities  have  developed  this 
resource  guide  and  appropriate  exercises  to  be  used  along  with  the  units 
of  the  guide.  The  resource  guide  is  modeled  on  the  successful 
curriculum,  _Rethinking  Columbus_,  produced  in  the  early  1990s  to  help 
reframe  the  teaching  and  understanding  of  Columbus'  landing  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere.  _Resistance  in  Paradise_  will  be  used  by  schools  and 
community  groups.  The  guide  is  also  an  organizing  tool  that  will  be 
disseminated  through  training  sessions  for  educators  and  organizers  in 
the  use  of  its  exercises  and  text,  a speaking  tour  featuring  Pacific  and 
Caribbean  activists,  and  a conference  at  the  end  of  the  1998-1999  school 
year  that  will  offer  an  opportunity  for  some  of  the  guide's  users  to 
improve  it  based  on  their  experiences  in  the  classroom  and  in  community 
settings . 

Problems  or  Issues  to  be  Addressed 

Indigenous  peoples  in  the  Caribbean  and  the  Pacific  have  struggled 
for  years  to  tell  the  stories  of  their  once  healthy  and  self  sustaining 
societies.  The  passage  of  almost  100  years  has  not  led  to  much  change  in 
the  awareness  level  of  US  residents,  who  think  of  many  island  nations 
primarily  as  "paradise"  with  swaying  palm  trees,  beautiful  beaches,  and 
happy  natives.  In  other  cases,  US  residents  see  island  nations  as 
bastions  of  unreconstructed  communists  or  hordes  of  people  relying  on  the 
earnings  of  US  taxpayers  for  basic  survival.  Insufficient,  inaccurate, 
and  misleading  media  portrayals  of  these  societies  and  peoples  add  to  the 
regions'  isolation  from  North  American  audiences  and  from  each  other.  US 
school  curricula  remain  inaccurate  or  incomplete  in  their  coverage  of  US 
domination  of  the  resources  and  institutions  of  these  societies.  This 
misinformation  contributes  to  a pervasive  sense  among  US  residents  that 
our  military  and  foreign  policy  initiatives  and  our  economic  enterprises 
have  only  positive  consequences  for  countries  the  US  "freed"  from  Spain 
and  continues  to  "protect"  even  now. 

The  isolation  and  invisibility  of  these  regions  and  the  lack  of 
information  on  the  struggles  of  its  peoples  contribute  to  the  racism  and 
ignorance  among  non-Caribbean  and  non-Pacific  communities  and  justify 
colonization  and  the  US  government's  refusal  to  negotiate  a peace  with 
Cuba.  Caribbean  and  Pacific  peoples  are  organized  and  have  developed 
plans  for  self-determination,  demilitarization,  and  economic 
sustainability.  Support  from  the  US  public  will  contribute  significantly 
toward  the  success  of  these  indigenous  community  based  efforts  to 
challenge  US  culture  and  systems  of  dominance. 

_Resistance  in  Paradise:  Rethinking  100  Years  of  US  Involvement 
in  the  Caribbean  and  the  Pacific_  (a  resource  guide  featuring  voices  from 
the  peoples  of  Cuba,  Guam,  Hawai'i,  Philippines,  Puerto  Rico  and  Samoa; 
written  for  educators,  students  and  community  activists).  A project  of 
the  Asia  Pacific  Program  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  and  the 
Office  of  Curriculum  Support  of  the  School  District  of  Philadelphia. 

Available  in  soft  cover  format;  includes  glossary,  bibliography, 
maps  and  illustrations;  8 1/2  X 11;  approx.  220  pages:  $12.00  USA,  $15.00 
Canada.  ISBN  0-910082-33-2.  Publication  date  August  1,  1998.  Shipping 
and  handling:  USA  $3.00  for  1st  copy,  $2.00  each  additional  copy;  CANADA 
$4.00  1st  copy,  $3.00  each  additional  copy.  Make  checks  payable  to  AFSC. 
Allow  3-4  weeks  for  delivery. 

Write  to:  AFSC 

Literature  Resources 
1501  Cherry  St. 

Philadelphia,  PA  19102-1479 

For  more  information,  write  or  phone  (215)  241-7059 


To  use  your  Mastercard  or  VISA: 
Call  Toll  Free  1-888-588-2372 


| Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  [ 

j info@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org  I 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE : Comparing  Cultures"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Dul  1998  16:12:07  -0700 
From:  Barbara  Russell  <brussell@OZ.NET> 

Sub j : Hunting  Whales  Law 

At  02:19  PM  7/27/98  -0700,  Hohn  Wm  Sloniker  wrote: 

>Someone  wondered  if  we  discuss  political  issues  here.  Well,  I do  bring 
>them  up  at  times.  Here  is  one,  though  this  is  a negative  report. 

> 

>Tribes  in  Washington  have  something  other  Tribal  Nations  don't  have,  and 
>1  feel  it  is  something  to  protect.  Their  treaties  say  they  have  the  one 
>rights  that  other  Tribes  don't  have  that  is  most  important  in  my  view. 

> 

>The  Washington  Tribal  treaties  say  they  have  the  right  to  "hunt  in  their 
>accustomed  ways  and  places".  That  means  they  don't  have  to  stay  on  the 
reservation  for  their  activities.  Now  do  you  understand  why  Gorton  has 
>been  working  so  hard  to  change  things?  --  Dohn  in  Seattle 

> 

That  little  phrase  "hunt  in  their  accustomed  way  and  places"  was  included 
in  the  "treaty"  by  the  chiefs  --  they  had  learned  from  watching  what  was 
happening  to  other  tribes  as  the  land  grab  moved  west. 

Some  of  the  land  owners  around  where  I live  are  very  angry  about  the 
Indians  have  a treaty  right  to  clams  --  so  it  is  not  unusual  to  hear  racist 
comments  from  non-Indians  (dominate  culture). 

I have  been  re-reading  "In  the  Absence  of  the  Sacred:  The  Failure  of 
Technology  & the  Survival  of  the  Indian  Nations",  by  Derry  Mander. 

Chapter  11  is  called,  "What  Americans  don't  Know  About  Indians." 

He  opens  this  chapter  by  telling  us  that  most  school  children  answer 
Columbus  --  to  the  question,  "Who  Discovered  America."  So  much  for  the 
quality  of  education  in  America. 

Chapter  12  is  called,  Indians  are  Different  from  Americans. 

Rather  than  Dominate  Culture  Mander  uses  Technological  Peoples. 
Technological  Peoples  Native  Peoples 


--  ECONOMICS  -- 


Concept  of  private  property  a 
basic  value:  includes  resources, 
land,  ability  to  buy  and  sell, 
and  inheritance.  Some  state 
ownership.  Corporate  ownership 
predominates . 


No  private  ownership  of  resources 
such  as  land,  water,  minerals,  or 
plant  life.  No  concept  of  selling 
land.  No  inheritance. 


Fishing  for  Salmon  and  harvesting  clams  is  where 
the  two  world  views  collide  --  with  Slade  Gorton 
taking  on  the  role  of  modern  day  Indian  Fighter. 
Also  there  is  Reservation  land  that  "is  in  need 
of  development"  according  to  Gorton's  backers. 


--  RELIGION  AND  PHILOSOPHY  -- 


Separation  of  spirituality  Spirituality  integrated  with  all 
from  rest  of  life  in  most  aspects  of  daily  life. 

Western  cultures  (though  not  in 
some  Muslim,  Hindu,  or  Buddhist 
states);  church  and  state 


separated;  materialism  is  dominate 
philosophy  in  Western  countries. 

Either  monotheistic  concept  of  Polytheistic  concepts  based  on  nature, 

singe,  male  god,  or  atheistic.  male  and  female  forces,  animism. 

Futuristic/linear  concept  of  Integration  of  past  and  present, 

time;  de-emphasis  of  past. 

The  dead  are  regarded  as  gone.  The  dead  are  regarded  as  present. 

Individuals  gain  most  information  Individuals  gain  information  from 
from  media,  schools,  authority  personal  experiences, 

figures  outside  their  immediate 
community  or  experience. 

Time  measured  by  machines;  Time  measured  by  awareness  according 

schedules  dictate  when  to  to  observance  of  nature; 

do  things.  time  to  do  something  is  when  time 

is  right. 

Saving  and  acquiring.  Sharing  and  giving. 

Mander  lists  two  more  side  by  side  comparisons  of  --  "Relation  to 
Environment"  and  "Architecture".  But  I'll  stop  for  now  --  I believe  that 
the  comparisons  above  will  provide  fuel  for  thought.  Also  I believe  that 
the  above  comparisons  agree  with  some  of  the  personal  observations  we  feel 
living  in  two  worlds.  The  above  comparisons  are  also  called  "WORLD  VIEWS"  or 
core  belief  systems.  These  are  cultural  facts  or  values  that  aren't 
questioned  --  and  often  the  dominate  culture  doesn't  realize  that  there  is 
another  way  of  seeing  the  world,  of  living  in  the  world.  The  Christians  who 
tried  to  "save  the  savage  Indians"  believed  that  education  and  intermarriage 
would  help  the  Indians  assimilate,  they  failed  to  be  aware  that  there  were 
two  world  views  in  collision  --  rather  than  intelligence  or  degree  of 
civilization . 

The  world  view  on  the  left  is  the  dominate  one  in  America  --  thus  the  term 
Dominate  Culture  is  probably  accurate.  There  are  many  European  Immigrants 
who  share  many  of  the  values  in  the  right  column  --  and  we  have  seen 
examples  of  American  Indians  (&  Native  Hawaiians)  who  share  few  traditional 
values  and  have  an  Dominate  Culture  world  view. 

BARB 

Barbara  Russell  & GYPSY 

West  of  Seattle,  Washington,  West  Coast  North  America 

"RE : US  Ecology's  Financial  Crisis"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Dul  1998  19:55:03  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : US  Ecology's  Financial  Crisis--Still 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

Ward  Valley  dump  company  in  financial  difficulties,  newspaper  says 

SACRAMENTO  (AP)  --  A university  expert  on  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  nuclear 
dump  says  the  company  poised  to  take  control  of  the  controversial  facility 
is  in  serious  financial  straits. 

The  report  by  economist  F.  Gregory  Flayden  is  based  largely  on  Securities 
and  Exchange  Commission  filings  and  related  market  data.  It  is  scheduled  to 
be  released  this  week. 

An  earlier  study  by  Hayden,  a professor  at  the  University  of  Nebraska  at 
Lincoln,  which  raised  serious  doubts  about  the  economic  viability  of  Ward 
Valley,  received  widespread  attention. 

Details  of  the  latest  study  were  reported  Wednesday  in  the  California 
edition  of  The  Wall  Street  Journal. 


The  latest  analysis  focuses  on  the  financial  condition  of  American  Ecology 
Corp.,  a unit  of  which  holds  the  license  to  run  Ward  Valley.  The  report 
questioned  the  Idaho-based  company's  ability  to  meet  certain  federal 
performance  standards. 

Under  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  guidelines,  the  report  says,  a 
company  operating  a waste  site  like  Ward  Valley  should  maintain  a ratio  of 
current  assets  to  current  liabilities  of  "certainly  no  less  than  1.5."  This 
is  designed  to  help  ensure  that  the  facility  remains  open  and  all  contract 
requirements  are  met. 

But  American  Ecology,  the  study  points  out,  had  an  assets-to-liabilities 
ratio  of  just  0.37  last  year.  That  fell  to  0.35  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1998. 

Hayden  serves  as  a commissioner  of  an  organization  of  Midwestern  states 
that  has  selected  American  Ecology  to  run  a proposed  radioactive-waste 
disposal  facility  in  Nebraska.  In  that  role,  he  has  been  a sharp  critic  of 
the  company. 

The  report  was  dismissed  by  American  Ecology  as  the  self-serving  product 
of  an  adversary  and  deemed  irrelevant  by  California  regulators,  but  it  is 
sure  to  provide  fresh  ammunition  for  opponents  of  Ward  Valley.  These  include 
Democratic  lawmakers,  environmental  groups  and  Native  American  tribes. 

Gov.  Pete  Wilson  and  his  predecessor,  George  Deukmejian,  have  sought  for 
the  past  15  years  to  construct  the  facility  near  Needles.  It  is  supposed  to 
store  low-level  nuclear  waste  from  California  and  three  other  Western 
states . 

The  Wilson  administration  has  been  locked  in  a political  and  legal  battle 
with  the  U.S.  Interior  Department  over  the  transfer  of  1,000  acres  of 
federal  land  needed  for  the  dump.  The  state  and  American  Ecology  have  sued 
the  Interior  Department,  contending  that  they  had  previously  secured  the 
right  to  take  title  to  the  site.  They  are  seeking  $73  million  in  damages. 

Scott  Peyron,  an  American  Ecology  spokesman,  said  the  company  has  been 
through  tough  financial  times.  In  its  latest  SEC  filing,  dated  March  6, 
American  Ecology  noted  that  it  had  defaulted  on  certain  bank  covenants  in 
January  and  February.  And  the  company's  accounting  firm  said  that  it  had 
"substantial  doubt"  about  its  client's  "ability  to  continue  as  a going 
concern . " 

But  Peyron  says  American  Ecology  has  restructured  and  "positioned  itself 
to  be  profitable  in  an  environment  that  is  politically  challenged." 

The  company,  which  reported  annual  losses  for  each  of  the  past  three 
years,  chalked  up  its  best  quarter  since  1994  --  a loss  of  $78,000  --  in 
the  first  three  months  of  this  year. 

"The  company  has  taken  the  bad  medicine  and  is  healthier  today  as  a 
result,"  Peyron  told  the  Journal.  It  had  losses  of  $48.9  million  in  1995, 
$11.4  million  in  1996  and  $676,000  in  1997. 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http: //banwaste. envirolink. org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

http: //www. wild roc kies .org/cmcr 

http: //www. green act ion .org 

— "RE:  Kamloops  Res  School  Abuse  Lawsuit"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Jul  1998  01:41:16  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Shuswap  Territory:  Kamloops  Res  School  Abuse  Lawsuit 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL  NAMED  IN  SUIT 

Kamloops  Daily  News,  July  18,  1998,  by  Robert  Koopmans 


[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent 
facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  Catholic  Church,  the  federal  government  and  four  former  employees  of 
the  Kamloops  Indian  Residential  School  have  been  named  in  a lawsuit 
alleging  sexual  and  physical  abuse  at  the  school  more  than  25  years  ago. 

Glen  Darrell  lack,  a member  of  the  Upper  Nicola  Indian  Band,  filed  a 
statement  of  claim  in  Vancouver.  The  suit  alleges  repeated  sexual  and 
physical  assaults  at  the  hands  of  three  of  the  employees  at  the  Kamloops 
Indian  Residential  School  between  1965  and  1972.  lack  alleges  the  fourth 
defendant  knew  of  the  abuse  and  failed  to  take  appropriate  steps  to  stop 
it.  That  person  also  failed  to  investigate  reports  of  abuse  made  by  others, 
the  claim  states.  The  employees  named  in  the  suit  are  referred  to  as  lohn 
Does  1,  2,  3 and  4,  suggesting  the  plaintiff  does  not  recall  the  full  names 
of  those  he  believes  responsible  for  the  abuse. 

According  to  the  court  document,  lack  was  a student  at  the  school  from 
1965  to  1972.  He  alleges  three  of  the  defendants  performed  varying  sex  acts 
on  him,  as  well  as  beat  and  threatened  him.  The  suit  seeks  damages  for  pain 
and  suffering,  loss  of  opportunities,  past  and  future  wage  loss  and  loss  of 
enjoyment  of  life. 

The  statement  of  claim  indicates  all  the  defendants  have  "denied  or 
failed  to  acknowledge  their  misconduct  towards  the  plaintiff."  They  have 
also  shown  no  remorse  and  continue  to  refuse  compensation  or  treatment  to 
aid  in  lack's  recovery,  it  says.  "The  conduct  of  the  defendants  remains 
disgraceful,  repugnant  and  reprehensible...  They  acted  and  continue  to  act 
in  an  arrogant  and  high-handed  fashion  towards  him,"  the  statement  of  claim 
reads . 

As  well,  the  suit  seeks  damages  because  the  government  removed  lack  from 
his  community,  home  and  family,  depriving  him  of  family  love,  guidance,  and 
the  knowledge  of  his  native  language,  culture,  customs  and  traditions. 

Rose  Bender,  the  Vancouver  lawyer  acting  on  behalf  of  lack,  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment.  Bishop  Lawrence  Sabbatini,  head  of  the  Kamloops 
diocese,  refused  comment. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Gorton  Proposals  and  Tribal  Sovereignty"  

Date:  Wed,  22  lul  1998  10:07:02  -0500 
From:  loe  Gentile  <kahless@IX. NETCOM. COM> 

Sub j : Gorton  legislative  proposals,  and  tribal  sovereignty 

UUCP  email 

Slade  Gorton  is  little  better  than  pond  scum.... but  don't  forget,  there  have 
been  some  severe  abuses  of  "tribal  sovereignty,"  and  it  was  inevitable  there 
would  be  some  backlash,  a lot  of  it  deserved.  Concerning  such  political 
shenanigans  in  current-day  Native  country: 

1)  There  is  a real  dissonance  in  the  dialogue  about  tribal  sovereignty, 
which  would  be  laughable  if  it  wasn't  so  important.  The  "sovereignty"  of 
present-day  tribes  is  nothing  more  than  a self-serving  construct  of  the 
American  government,  more  to  humor  and  placate  the  tribes  into  the  delusion 
of  self-control  than  anything  else.  Whenever  "sovereignty"  comes  into 
conflict  with  significant  policy  prerogatives  of  the  federal  government,  (or 
the  states  many  times),  the  feds  win  every  time. 


2)  For  the  tribes  fortunate  enough  to  exert  a significant  amount  of 
"sovereign  power/'  the  abuse  of  that  prerogative  becomes  excellent  fodder 
for  anti-native  forces.  For  example,  there  is  the  case  of  a Tribal  casino 

in  New  York  state  that  was  caught  cheating  its  customers but  that 

asserts  "sovereign  immunity"  in  dodging  any  liability,  or  attempts  at 
meaningful  regulation,  either  internal  or  external. 

Similarly,  tribes  have  asserted  "sovereign  immunity"  to  escape  culpability 
from  premises  injury  to  visitors,  workers  compensation  oriented  matters,  and 
a whole  plethora  of  issues  which  rightly  invoke  responsibility  for  any  other 
resident  of  this  sector  of  the  continent. 

3)  There  is  a very  troubling  selfishness,  narrow-mindedness,  and 

back  stabbing  among  Native  entities  concerning  issues  that  should  be  of  a 
collective  nature. 

The  Native  gaming  arena  is  a good  case  study.  Some  Tribes  in  Minnesota,  for 
example,  have  resorted  to  arbitrary  and  extremely  self-serving  exclusion  of 
tribal  members  in  order  to  concentrate  vast  sums  of  revenue  into  very  few 
hands  (the  Prior  Lake  band,  associated  with  the  Mystic  Lake  Casino  by 
Minneapolis).  Contrast  that  with  Oklahoma,  the  state  with  more  Indians 
per-capita  than  any  other  state,  which  for  all  intents  and  purposes  has  NO 
native  gaming,  save  for  the  small  fry  of  pull-tabs  and  bingo.  The  tribes 
there  are  pretty  much  flailing  on  their  own,  with  no  help  from  their 
brethren  in  gaming-rich  states  (would  be  too  much  competition,  natch). 

3A)  The  "sovereignty"  prerogative  resounds  most  offensively  in  the  raison 
d'etre  of  many  Native  American  listserves--genealogy.  Tribes  assert  the 
"right"  to  exclude  from  membership  the  descendants  of  persons  who,  for  one 
reason  or  the  other,  "weren't  int  he  right  place  at  the  right  time,"  in 
order  to  get  recorded  on  this  census,  this  roll,  or  party  to  this  treaty. 

My  wife  and  I both  have  ancestors  who  assiduously  avoided  gubment  agents  and 
deals  at  every  turn,  because  they  were  bright  enough  to  figure  out  that 
whenever  the  feds  came  by,  you  were  gonna  get  screwed  royally  within  a very 
short  time.  Thus,  these  ancestors  became  very  adept  at  covering  their 
tracks,  "vanishing,"  and  whatnot. 

Smart  for  them;  bad  for  their  descendants.  "Sins  of  the  fathers,  visited  on 
the  sons"  (and  grandsons,  and  great-great-great-granddaughters,  etc) 

Perhaps  the  most  ironic  part  of  this,  is  that  the  tools  of  the 
oppressor ... .the  various  census  rolls,  like  Dawes,  Siler,  Chapman,  etc. --are 
the  "instruments  of  choice"  used  by  modern-day  tribes  to  "weed  out"  who  is 
and  isn't  a "real  Indian."  Cute,  using  the  tools  the  conquerors  used  to 
"pedigree"  us  like  cattle,  to  pick  and  choose  among  ourselves  who  is  and 
isn't  considered  a "true  Cherokee"  or  whatever. 

This  tired  bias  against  "wannabees"  and  such  is  yet  another  manifestation  of 
this  phenomenon.  Interesting  how  people  who  have  blue  cards  because  all 
their  pedigrees  line  up  jusssssst  right  have  such  condescension  for  those 
whose  family  trees  aren't  so  perfectly  woven. 


Doe  Gentile  email  at: 

Kahless@ix.netcom.com 
Webmaster  of: 

Marquess-Kellner-Stout-Killman-Beall  Genealogy  Center  web  site 
http : //members . aol . com/ftnkid/ index.htm 
Central  Oklahoma  Mensa  Web  Site 

http : //members . aol . com/ftnkid/ okieland/comindex. htm 
"RE : Who's  Sorry  Now?"  


Date:  Tue,  28  Dul  1998  00:10:26  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 


Sub j : Who's  Sorry  Now?:  Secret  Report  on  Canada's  "Apology" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
WHO'S  SORRY  NOW?:  SECRET  REPORT  ON  CANADA'S  "APOLOGY" 

Government  paper  warns  of  risks  of  apologizing  for  residential  schools 
Canadian  Press,  Duly  27,  1998,  by  Wendy  Cox 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only. 

For  more  information  on  Canada's  genocidal  residential  schools,  visit 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/resschool/main . html  ] 

OTTAWA  (CP)  - Government  officials  were  urged  two  years  ago  to  provide  a 
compensation  package  to  aboriginal  people  who  suffered  in  residential 
schools  as  an  attempt  to  control  the  potentially  explosive  costs  of 
lawsuits,  an  internal  document  shows. 

The  report,  stamped  Secret  and  obtained  by  The  Canadian  Press,  compares 
the  pros  and  cons  of  forcing  claimants  to  go  to  court  with  offering 
financial  redress  to  victims.  It  concludes  that  in  the  long  run, 
compensation  would  be  cheaper.  "The  number  of  individual  claims  as  well  as 
any  negative  implications  for  the  federal  government  in  defending  such 
actions  (lawsuits)  would  likely  be  minimized  if  a government  policy, 
including  some  form  of  redress  package,  were  adapted,"  says  the  20-page 
report . 

The  document  also  warns  against  using  the  word  "apology,"  preferring 
instead  "an  acknowledgment  or  expression  of  regret. 

It  could  be  worded  in  such  a fashion  so  as  to  not  lay  blame  on  anyone." 

Government  officials  confirmed  the  report,  which  is  titled  simply 
Residential  Schools  Discussion  Paper,  was  written  in  late  1995  or  early 
1996  for  Ron  Irwin,  then  the  minister  of  Indian  Affairs.  It  may  also  have 
been  prepared  for  the  Dustice  Department.  The  report  never  reached  current 
Indian  Affairs  Minister  Dane  Stewart  and  the  advice  in  it  never  formed  the 
basis  for  actions  she  later  took,  officials  say. 

Earlier  this  year,  Stewart  issued  a Statement  of  Reconciliation,  saying 
the  government  was  "deeply  sorry"  for  those  who  suffered  the  "tragedy"  of 
physical  and  sexual  abuse  at  the  schools.  The  statement  also  included  a 
$350-million  healing  fund. 

"It  was  critical  that  the  apology  meant  something  to  us,"  said  Shawn 
Tupper,  spokesman  for  the  minister  on  the  residential  schools  file.  "We  can 
point  to  (the  $350-million  healing  fund)  and  say  were  actually  doing 
something  substantive  to  back  it  up." 

The  statement  has  been  accepted  by  national  Chief  Phil  Fontaine,  however 
other  native  leaders  said  at  the  time  that  it  wasn't  good  enough. 

But  critics  who  have  read  the  1996  document  say  the  federal  government  has 
followed  the  advice  to  the  letter.  They  say  its  evidence  the  statement  is 
not  an  apology  at  all  but  merely  an  attempt  to  control  costs. 

Ovide  Mercredi,  a former  national  chief,  said  the  document  shows  "the 
minister  didn't  follow  her  heart  or  her  sense  of  justice."  "She  followed 
legal  advice  and  the  advice  was  to  reduce  legal  liability  at  all  costs  and 
the  government  measure  is  designed  to  do  that." 

Fontaine  was  unavailable  for  comment. 

The  document  advises  that  forcing  former  students  to  take  the  government 
to  court  would  ensure  they  would  have  to  prove  their  claims.  As  an  added 
advantage,  it  would  also  limit  lawsuits,  the  report  states.  "There  is  a 
general  disinclination  by  persons  who  have  suffered  abuse  to  testify  on 
such  a personal  and  painful  matter  in  a public  and  adversarial  forum,"  the 
report  says.  "A  litigation  approach  may  well  keep  the  number  of  claimants 
down  to  a minimum."  however,  going  to  court  would  cost  the  government  dearly 
in  money  and  in  bad  press,  the  report  concludes.  The  author,  who  is 
unnamed,  recommends  a compensation  package  instead. 

Since  the  report  was  written,  thousands  of  former  students  have  joined 
class  action  suits  or  have  filed  individual  lawsuits  against  the  federal 
government.  A landmark  B.C.  court  ruling  last  month  declared  for  the  first 
time  that  both  the  federal  government  and  the  United  Church  are  legally 
liable  for  widespread  sexual  and  physical  abuse  at  a Port  Alberni,  B.C., 


school  and  ordered  them  to  compensate  about  30  former  students.  A figure 
for  the  compensation  has  not  yet  been  decided. 

The  mounting  lawsuits  are  anticipated  in  the  1996  report,  but  the  document 
also  cautions  that  apologizing  is  dangerous  territory.  "Whatever  it  is 
called,  the  department  will  want  to  ensure  that  the  statement  cannot 
subsequently  be  used  to  establish  a cause  of  action  against  the  Crown  in 
any  particular  individual  cause,"  it  states.  "It  would  appear  that  this 
government  is  committed  to  looking  ahead  and  in  these  tough  economic  times, 
it  would  not  want  to  be  involved  in  anything  that  is  too  expensive  or 
linked  to  the  past." 

Tupper  said  the  departments  thinking  has  evolved  since  the  report.  When 
asked  at  a news  conference  last  January  if  the  statement  of  reconciliation 
was  an  apology,  Stewart  responded  yes.  "In  our  view,  the  statement  of 
reconciliation  is  not  an  acknowledgment  of  guilt  in  a court  of  law,"  Tupper 
said.  "It  is  an  acknowledgment  of  a historic  policy  and  the  negative 
impacts  of  that  policy  and  it  is  a commitment  to  do  something  about  it." 

However,  John  McKiggan,  a lawyer  for  about  800  former  students  at  the 
Shubenacadie  Indian  Residential  School  in  Nova  Scotia,  said  the  internal 
document  reveals  the  federal  governments  strategy.  "There  is  an  amazing 
similarity  between  the  present  and  suggestions  made  in  the  paper,"  he  said. 
"The  statement  of  reconciliation  does  not  apologize  for  government  actions. 
It  recognizes  the  pain.  It  doesn't  admit  responsibility  for  that  pain." 


WHO'S  SORRY  NOW?  CANADIAN  GENOCIDE  - THE  'GIFT'  THAT  KEEPS  ON  GIVING! 
Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  Jane  Stewart: 

mailto: remote  printer . Jane_Stewart@16139926382. iddd .t pc . int 
AFN  Grand  Chief  Phil  Fontaine: 
mailto : pfontaine@afn . ca 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
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"RE:  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Jul  1998  14:17:38  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  & Misc. 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  sdnation@earthlink.net 

Date:  Tue,  21  Jul  1998  19:21:44  -0700  (PDT) 

Dear  Bob, 

Did  you  want  to  post  this  pledge  to  support  the  Universal  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights?  Amnesty  International  is  collecting  signatures. 

The  other  items  that  were  in  this  e-mail  can  be  included  in  your  posting 
or  not.  Please  feel  free  to  snip  it. 

The  second,  about  the  Millennium  Peoples  Assembly  is  gaining  a lot  of 
momentum  among  the  NGO  community. 

Thank  you, 

Marsha  Monestersky 


Date:  Tue,  21  Jul  1998  22:04:18  EDT 
From:  BEBIRD@aol.com 

Sub j : Fwd:  Please  support  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  and 
the  Millenn . . . 

People's  Assembly  Network  + "Transmute  the  Prophecies" 


Dear  Friends, 

The  last  email  spoke  of  the  world  we  are  all  working  so  hard  to  create.  I 
believe  this  initiative  is  a step  in  realizing  that  goal.  Please  pass  this  on 
to  your  networks.  Every  voice  counts.  Thanks.  Betsy 
Hello 

Please  take  a few  minutes  to  add  your  name  to  this  global  pledge  and  pass 
it  on  to  others  on  your  list.  Thank  you. 
lean  Hudon 

Earth  Rainbow  Network 

http: //www. cybernaute. com/earthconcert2000 

Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights 

Here  is  a great  opportunity  to  support  a great  cause. 

To  celebrate  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights,  Amnesty  International  is  collecting  signatures  for  a pledge  to 
support  this  very  important  United  Nations  declaration. 

Amnesty  already  has  3 million  signatures  (real  and  virtual)  world  wide, 
and  wants  8 million  (which  would  be  1%  of  the  world's  population). 

The  UN  Secretary  General  has  already  agreed  to  be  present  either  in 
person  or  live  by  satellite,  if  he  has  to  be  in  New  York,  to  receive  the 
pledge  as  a tangible  statement  of  the  people  of  the  world's  commitment  to 
an  international  agenda  of  human  rights. 

The  most  simple  way  to  add  your  name  to  the  pledge  is  to: 

+ Send  an  email  to  udhr50th@amnesty.org.au 

Put  YOUR  NAME  in  the  SUB3ECT,  and  cut  and  paste  the  following  text  in  the 
MESSAGE: 

"I  support  the  rights  and  freedoms  in  the  Universal  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights  for  all  people,  everywhere." 

Forward  this  message  to  as  many  people  as  you  can. 

For  further  information,  contact  the  SA  branch  of  Amnesty  International  at: 
saaia@ozemail . com.au 


And  I also  encourage  you  all  to  support  the  Millennium  People's  Assembly 
Network 

Date:  Tue,  14  Dul  1998  16:35:20  -0700 
From:  Sue  Zipp  <suezipp@mcn .org 

Dear  lean, 

A note  of  congratulations  on  your  many  fine  efforts. 

I would  like  to  discuss  with  you  ways  to  encourage  your  email  participants 
to  join  on  the  Passem  listserv,  offered  free  of  charge  and  sponsored  by 
Millennium  People's  Assembly  Network  (MPAN).  We  did  publish  a one-page 
introduction  to  MPAN  which  includes  how  to  sign-on  to  Passem.  I am  sending 
this  for  your  information  and  potential  distribution. 

Thank  you  very  much,  and  enjoy  summer.  Happy  Birthday! ! 

Best  wishes. 

Sue  Zipp 

Correspondence  Coordinator 
MPAN 

suezipp@mcn.org 

INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  MILLENNIUM  PEOPLE'S  ASSEMBLY  NETWORK  (MPAN) 

The  Millennium  People's  Assembly  Network  (MPAN)  was  formed  in  September, 
1997  during  the  annual  United  Nations  DPI/NGO  Conference  in  response  to  UN 
Secretary  General  Kofi  Annan's  invitation  to  civil  society  and  the  NGO 
community  to  hold  a companion  People's  Assembly  in  the  year  2000.  Kofi 
Annan  wrote  in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary-General  to  the  General  Assembly 
on  Renewing  the  United  Nations:  A Programme  for  Reform:  "Designation  of 
the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  to  be  held  in  the  year  2000  as  'a 
Millennium  Assembly'  to  focus  on  preparing  the  United  Nations  to  meet  the 
major  challenges  and  needs  of  the  world  community  in  the  twenty-first 
century,  accompanied  by  a companion  'People's  Millennium  Assembly'."  (July 


16,  1997). 

It  is  our  goal  to  build  grassroots  and  public  support  for  the  UN,  to 
strengthen  it's  funding  base,  and  to  renew,  reinvigorate,  and  democratize 
the  UN.  Several  of  the  key  MPAN  organizations  and  supporters  have  long 
been  advocating  and  continue  organizing  for  a global  and  permanent  people's 
assembly  affiliated  with  the  United  Nations,  which  would  serve  as  an 
inclusive  voice  of  the  people  as  called  for  in  the  UN  Charter.  Through  a 
series  of  local,  bio-regional,  national  and  international  planning  meetings 
and  conferences  a People's  Agenda  will  be  created  which  will  be  presented 
to  the  UN  Millennium  Assembly  and  highlighted  during  the  millennium  events 
and  activities.  We  hope  to  build  a common  consensus  on  key  actions, 
educate  the  general  public,  and  lobby  aggressively  across  focus  and 
interest  areas  for  the  implementation  by  governments  and  the  United  Nations 
for  ongoing  partnership  with  civil  society. 

We  are  inviting  individuals  and  caucus  networks  to  join  MPAN  in  creating  a 
People's  Agenda  and  vision  for  the  21st  Century.  Anyone  with  an  email 
account  can  subscribe  to  MPAN  on  the  Passem  listserv  free  of  charge. 

Simply  send  an  email  message  to:  <majordomo@undp.org 

with  the  one  line  message:  subscribe  passem 

To  discontinue  participation  in  this  list,  send  an  email  to  the  same 
address  with  the  one  line  message:  unsubscribe  passem 

To  receive  files  that  have  already  been  posted  on  Passem  to  date,  email 
<majordomo@undp.org  and  type  in  the  body  of  the  message: 
get  passem  passem. archive. 9709 
get  passem  passem. archive  9710 
get  passem  passem. archive. 9711 

This  will  provide  the  data  month  by  month. 

Continue  onward  with  the  dates  9712,  9801,  9802,  9803,  9804,  9805, 

9806,  9807,  etc. 

Once  you  subscribe  to  passem,  more  information  on  this  and  other  listserves 
will  be  available.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  list,  contact 
information  habitat  at  <infohabitat@igc. apc.org  or  visit  the  MPAN  web 
site  at  http://www.netreaction.com/mpan 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Rob  Wheeler,  Coordinator,  email:  robineagle@hotmail.com 
Sue  Zipp,  Correspondence  Coordinator,  email:  suezipp@mcn.org 
Harry  Lerner,  Purpose  and  Goals  Coordinator,  email:  DrLerner@erols . com 
Derry  Spivack,  Communications  & Outreach,  email:  jspvk@aol.com 
Alanna  Hartzok,  People's  Agenda  Coordinator,  email:  earthrts@pa.net 
Rashmi  Mayur,  Special  Advisor,  email:  iisfb@giasbm01.vsnl.net. in 
Dose  Aguilar,  European  Contact,  email:  anu@bcn.servicom.es 

Or  write  to:  MPAN  c/o  Sue  Zipp,  P.O.  Box  958,  Mendocino,  CA  95460 

MPAN  c/o  Dr.  Harry  Lerner,  301  East  45th  Street,  New  York,  New  York  10017 


And  please  take  a note  on  your  calendar  for  this  meditation  Alert  suggested 

by  our  friend  and  indefatigable  peace  worker.  Dames  Twyman 

Date:  Sat,  18  Dul  1998  12:19:52  -0500 

From:  Dames  Twyman  < james@emissaryoflight . com> 

Sub j : "Transmute  the  Prophecies" 

ATTENTION:  Millions  of  people  will  participate  in  the  world's  first 
World  Peace  Prayer  Ceremony,  to  be  broadcast  live  via  the  Internet. 

"Transmute  the  Prophecies" 

A global  vigil  to  undo  the  negative  prophecies  and  predictions  of 
earth  changes  with  Dames  Twyman,  Doreen  Virtue,  and  Gregg  Braden,  the 
coordinators  of  The  Great  Experiment. 

Ancient  tribes  have  called  this  the  "Time  of  No-Time" 

Now  scientists  and  other  sources  warn  us  about  possible  earth  changes 
that  seem  to  support  these  ancient  prophecies. 

Again  we  ask  ourselves  the  question: 


Can  we,  through  global  prayer  and  meditation,  choose  love  over  fear  to 
shift  these  earth  changes?  Can  we  choose  peace  instead? 

The  prophecies  of  catastrophic  earth  changes  have  been  predicted  to 
begin  in  October  of  1998  by  many  well-known  ancient  and  modern 
sources.  Please  join  us  in  prayer,  meditation,  and  visualization  to 
transmute  and  undo  these  prophecies. 

We  firmly  believe  that  our  world  is  a product  of  our  thoughts.  If  we 
empower  these  earth  changes  with  fear  and  negativity,  then  we  actually 
make  them  manifest  in  our  world.  But  if  we  choose  peace,  compassion, 
and  healing,  then  we  likewise  have  the  power  to  undo  these  changes, 
simply  by  uniting  our  minds  and  focusing  our  intent  on  global  peace. 

On  August  22,  1998,  between  3:30  and  4 PM  New  York  Time,  millions  of 
people  around  the  world  will  create  a powerful  global  link  by 
simultaneously  joining  in  the  prayer  ("May  Peace  Prevail  on  Earth"). 

In  union  with  the  Eighth  Annual  Amenia  World  Peace  Festival,  in 
Amenia,  New  York,  an  unparalleled  opportunity  will  be  offered  to 
everyone  dedicated  to  manifesting  peace  on  the  planet.  For  the  first 
time  ever,  a World  Peace  Prayer  Ceremony  will  be  broadcast  live  via 
the  Internet,  linking  people  of  every  race,  religion,  and  creed,  in 
the  common  goal  of  peace  and  harmony.  loin  the  thousands  of  people 
from  around  the  world,  who  will  attend  this  ceremony  in  Amenia,  and 
millions  more  who  will  participate  through  prayer  and  meditation,  in 
shifting  the  focus  of  humanity  toward  the  positive  force  of  love  and 
compassion . 

HOW  YOU  CAN  BE  INVOLVED: 

1.  Decide  to  participate  in  whatever  way  you  can.  loin  us  at  the 
Amenia  Festival  (visit  http://www.worldpeace.org  or  call 
1-800-PEACELINE  for  info  and  directions).  Form  or  join  a prayer  group 
in  your  area,  or  set  aside  time  to  meditate  alone.  You  can  join 
Doreen  Virtue,  author  of  "The  Lightworker ' s Way,"  at  Secret  Garden 
Mansion,  in  conjunction  with  Wings  of  Solimar  Angel  Gallery  near  San 
Francisco  (call  925-284-3324  or  visit  http://www.angeldreams.com  for 
info) . For  information  about  joining  Gregg  Braden,  author  of  "Walking 
Between  the  Worlds"  in  prayer,  please  check  the  www.emissaryoflight.com 
website. 

2.  If  you  have  access  to  a computer  with  Internet  service,  log  onto 
http://www.WorldPuja.org  at  2 PM  New  York  Time.  This  will  enable  you 
to  view  the  entire  ceremonial  program,  featuring  a performance  and 
talk  by  "The  Peace  Troubadour,"  lames  Twyman,  author  of  "Emissary  of 
Light."  The  program  culminates  in  a World  Peace  Prayer  Ceremony 
inviting  everyone  to  send  a prayer  for  peace  to  each  and  every  country 
of  the  world  as  its  national  flag  is  raised.  It  is  a breathtaking 
event  you  won't  want  to  miss. 

3.  No  matter  where  you  are,  please  join  us  in  prayer.  If  you  choose, 
you  can  use  the  following  prayer  and  visualization: 

A.  First,  become  quiet  and  centered  within  yourself. 

B.  Say  a prayer  such  as: 

"Dear  God, 

We  give  thanks  for  the  peaceful  world  in  which  we  live.  We  now  choose 
to  live  in  a world  of  harmony  and  safety,  and  we  affirm  that  it  is  so. 

We  know  that  You  love  us  and  watch  over  us  at  all  times,  and  we  ask 
for  Your  help  in  releasing  all  effects  of  fear  from  the  world.  Thank 
you  and  may  peace  prevail  on  earth." 

C.  Spend  five  minutes  visualizing  the  people  and  geography  of  the 
world  at  peace.  See  people  everywhere  joyously  joining  in  gratitude 

for  this  peaceful  world.  Allow  yourself  to  be  filled  with  gratitude 
and  love,  and  extend  these  feelings  to  Mother  Earth  and  to  life 
everywhere. 

"The  Great  Experiment" 

On  April  23,  1998,  millions  of  people  in  at  least  75  countries 
participated  in  "The  Great  Experiment,"  an  attempt  to  prove  what  the 


saints  and  sages  have  always  told  us  - that  we  have  the  collective 
power  to  change  the  world  through  prayer  and  meditation.  Some  believe 
that  the  current  flux  in  the  geomagnetic  field  and  the  Schumann 
resonance  frequency  of  the  earth  has  made  it  nearly  impossible  to  show 
how  this  meditation  impacted  the  planet.  However , many  people  who 
participated  reported  feeling  a "profound  shift"  both  within 
themselves  and  in  the  world. 

"Transmute  the  Prophecies"  is  a follow-up  to  this  amazing  experiment. 

We  have  the  power  to  shift  the  direction  of  earth  changes  by 
resolutely  choosing  love  over  fear,  loin  millions  of  people  around 
the  world  who  are  dedicated  to  creating  a new  world  of  harmony  and 
compassion . 

Remember : 

August  22,  1998  between  3:30  and  4 PM  New  York  Time. 

May  Peace  Prevail  On  Earth! 

Visit  http://www.emissaryoflight.com  for  more  information. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Spirit  of  the  Wolf  Walk"  

Date:  Sat,  25  Dul  1998  15:46:24  -0500 

From:  "lean  BraveHeart"  < jbraveheart@sprynet . com> 

Sub j : Spirit  of  the  Wolf  Walk 

UUCP  email 

To  Wolf  Friends: 

The  Minnesota  Wolf  Alliance  is  hosting  its  first  annual: 

"NATIONAL  SPIRIT  OF  THE  WOLF  WALK",  September  26,  1998  in  Duluth,  Minnesota. 
12:00  PM 

The  Theme  is  "FOR  PROTECTION  OF  THE  WOLF  ALWAYS"  as  we  believe  with 
delisting  coming  up  shortly,  we  need  to  all  come  together  now  as  there  will 
be  hard  times  ahead  for  the  wolf. 

COME  TO  SAY  NO  TO: 

Wolf  hunting  and  trapping  or  indiscriminate  killing  of  wolves 

Violent  attacks  towards  the  wolf 

To  rushing  delisting  of  the  wolf  in  this  country 

COME  AND  SAY  YES  TO: 

More  wolf  education 

Responsible  and  ecologically  sound  state  management  plans  once  the  wolf  is 
delisted 

Ensuring  that  the  wolf  is  protected  for  future  generations 

Thanks  to  the  following  sponsors  of  the  walk: 

Defenders  Of  Wildlife 
HOWL  (Help  Our  Wolves  Live) 

FATE  (Friends  of  Animals  And  Their  Environment) 

Animal  Protection  Institute  - Chicago,  Illinois 
Indigenous  Environmental  Network 
North  Woods  Animal  Alliance 


Animal  Rights  Coalition 


I would  like  to  invite  other  wolf  groups  and  concerned  organizations  to 
participate  and  become  sponsors  of  the  walk.  We  are  looking  for  the 
following  help  in  these  areas:  Speakers,  sponsors,  participants,  helping 
to  get  the  word  out,  posters,  donations  for  the  walk,  helping  with  the  walk 
itself.  If  you  can't  participate  in  these  ways,  sending  good  thoughts  and 
energy  for  the  wolf  would  be  much  appreciated. 

We  will  have  a flyer  out  next  week  and  will  forward  it  to  you 

Thanks 

lean  Brave  Heart 

Minnesota  Wolf  Alliance 

PO  Box  6351 

Minneapolis,  MN  55406 

612-837-1754 

jbraveheart@sprynet . com 

http://www.nnic.com/mnwolves/ 

"RE : Metis  Eligibility  for  Agreement"  

Date:  24  lul  1998  15:17:47  GMT 

From:  abl55@FreeNet.Carleton.CA  (Martin  F.  Dunn) 

Sub j : Metis  Eligibility  for  Agreement 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

At  the  request  of  lim  Green  of  the  South  Slave  Metis  Tribal  Council, 

I am  posting  the  following  message  so  that  those  eligible  to  be 
enumerated  as  beneficiaries  of  a land  a resources  agreement  can 
register  themselves  with  he  Council. 

The  South  Slave  metis  Tribal  Council,  comprised  of  the  indigenous 
Metis  of  Fort  Smith,  Hay  River  and  Fort  Resolution  in  the  Northwest 
Territories,  is  currently  negotiating  a lands  and  resources 
agreement  with  the  federal  and  territorial  governments.  An  integral 
part  of  the  process  includes  the  enumeration  of  all  eligible 
indigenous  Metis  beneficiaries  to  the  final  agreement. 

The  Tribal  Council  defines  "indigenous  Metis"  as  one  who: 

(1)  resided  in  a designated  community  and  used  and  occupied  the 
South  Slave  on  or  before  December  31,  1921  and  who  is  not 
registered  as  an  Indian  under  the  Indian  Act,  and 

(a)  is  of  mixed  Aboriginal  and  non-aboriginal  descent; 
or 

(b)  is  of  Chiewyan,  Slavey  or  Cree  descent; 
or 

(c)  is  a descendent  of  a person  described  in  (1)  above,  and  who  is  not 
registered  as  an  Indian  under  the  Indian  Act. 

A "Designated  Community"  means  one  or  all  of: 

(a)  Fort  Smith  and  area; 

(b)  Hay  River  and  area; 

(c)  Fort  Resolution  and  area. 

If  you  believe  you  meet  the  eligibility  criteria  as  defined  above, 
please  contact  the  SSMTC  and  you  will  be  mailed  a registration  form. 
Enumeration  Coordinator,  South  Slave  Metis  Tribal  Council,  P.O.  Box 
129,  Fort  Smith,  NT  X0E  0P0  Telephone  (867)  872-4044  Fax  (867) 

872-2404  e-mail  jgreen . ssmtc@auroranet . nt . ca 
<===============================================================> 

Martin  F.  Dunn  Aboriginal  Rights  Consulting 

abl55@freenet . carleton . ca  from  an  Aboriginal  Perspective 

<===============================================================> 

"RE;  Book  Review:  Stand  Watie"  


Date:  Wed,  22  Dul  1998  08:42:26  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : Indian  News  7-19-98 
Author:  <IndNews@aol . com>  at  SMTP 
Date:  7/19/98  9:27  AM 

Book  Review:  Stand  Watie  and  the  First  Cherokee  Regiment:  1861  to  1865 
Tulsa  World 

By  Robert  D.  Norris  Dr. 

7/19/98 

Author:  Carolyn  Bartels 
(Two  Trails  Publishing,  $9) 

Despite  a record  of  shabby  and  often  shameful  treatment  by  the  government, 
Indians  have  nevertheless  always  ranked  amongst  our  most  patriotic 
Americans  and  have  served  well  and  honorably  in  all  America's  wars, 
including  both  sides  of  our  greatest  conflict,  the  Civil  War.  This  book, 
well  researched  and  well  written,  tells  the  story  of  one  of  Oklahoma's 
greatest  Indian  leaders.  Confederate  Brigadier  Gen.  Stand  Watie,  the  only 
Indian  general  on  either  side  of  the  Civil  War  and  the  last  Confederate 
general  to  surrender. 

Like  the  nation,  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  of  the  Indian  Territory  found 
themselves  split  into  loyalist  and  secessionist  factions  with  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War.  Watie,  a prominent  Cherokee  lawyer  and  statesman,  was 
representative  of  the  Pro-Southern  faction  of  Cherokees.  With  no  love  for 
the  federal  government  which  had  exiled  them  to  Oklahoma,  culturally  and 
socially  allied  to  the  south  and  flanked  on  two  sides  by  Confederate 
states,  the  Secessionist  Red  Man  had  cogent  and  compelling  reasons  to 
side  with  the  South.  Bred  to  arms,  if  not  West  Point,  the  Indians  were 
hereditary  warriors,  skilled  with  firearms,  accomplished  in  fieldcraft, 
touchy  of  their  rights,  and,  like  most  Americans  of  the  era,  not  afraid 
of  a fight,  even  if  they  were  not  looking  for  one.  Indian  units  would 
render  excellent  service  to  both  Blue  and  Gray,  fighting  Yankees,  Rebels 
and  each  other. 

Ill-equipped  and  under-armed  even  by  Confederate  standards,  the  Rebel 
Red  Men  of  Watie 's  command  would  see  battle  in  Arkansas,  Missouri  and 
Oklahoma.  At  Pea  Ridge,  Arkansas,  the  Confederate  Cherokees  overran  and 
captured  a Union  artillery  battery.  They  saw  much  service  in  the  Indian 
territory,  excelling  at  hit-and-run  raids  and  almost  forcing  the  Union  to 
abandon  the  Indian  territory.  Under  Watie 's  inspired  leadership,  they  had 
an  effect  far  out  of  proportion  to  their  numbers,  in  spite  of  their 
woeful  shortage  of  arms,  ammunition,  rations,  and  other  material  of  war. 

Using  skillful  tactics  and  Red  Valor,  Watie  and  his  command  wrote  a 
proud  and  unique  chapter  in  Civil  War  history.  Virtually  cut  off  from 
Confederate  supply  lines,  Watie  and  his  Red  Rebels  carried  on  the  war 
against  fearful  odds,  doing  much  with  very  little,  often  seizing  from  the 
Union  what  they  needed  to  fight  in  a war  of  ambush  and  raids. 

Gen.  Stand  Watie  finally  surrendered  on  Dune  23,  1865,  two  months  after 
Gen.  Lee's  surrender  at  Appomattox.  He  returned  to  civil  life,  died  in 
1871,  and  is  remembered  today  as  one  of  America's  greatest  and  most 
unique  citizens-  soldiers.  His  is  a tale  worth  re-telling,  and  this  book 
does  it  admirably. 

[Robert  D.  Norris  Dr.  is  a Tulsa  attorney.  ] 

"RE : Directions"  

Date:  Sat,  25  Dul  1998  06:45:17  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  "Dr.  Eugene  Norman"  <normeu@ourbbs . frvs . org> 

Sub j : Stories  and  Quotes 

UUCP  email 
Directions 

The  following  is  from  "The  Healing  Drum"  by  Blackwolf  Dones,  who  is  of 


the  Anishinaabe  People. 

The  Four  Directions  organize  all  things.  They  bring  us  the  life  cycles 
and  keep  them  renewed.  The  Four  Directions  bring  predictability  and  order. 
All  cycles  follow  their  form. 

The  color  of  the  East  Direction  is  yellow.  The  first  rays  of  morning  sun 
bring  the  new  light  of  innocence.  East  is  the  white  plumage  of  the  Eagle 
feather.  It  is  the  filling  of  the  right  container.  It  is  an  infant.  It  is 
the  conception  of  a new  day.  It  is  the  spring  of  the  year,  stimulating  new 
growth.  It  is  the  creation  of  life.  This  is  the  East  Direction. 

The  color  of  the  South  direction  is  red,  the  color  of  Earth  Mother. 

South  represents  summer  and  adolescence.  It  is  hormones  exploding, 
experimentation,  and  invigorating  growth  spurts.  Peer  conformity  replaces 
parental  dominance.  It  is  a time  for  confusion,  the  precedence  of  wisdom.  It 
is  a time  to  collect  one's  identity,  the  time  of  the  vision  quest.  This  is 
the  South  Direction. 

The  color  of  the  West  direction  is  black.  The  sun  trail  takes  us  into 
cavern  of  Self.  We  come  to  see  Self  in  the  deep,  still  waters  within.  The 
mirror  of  the  Bear  reflects  our  essence.  This  is  the  autumn  of  our  life,  the 
adult  years.  It  is  a time  to  bundle  our  knowledge  into  wisdom.  It  is  time 
for  us  to  empty  our  bucket,  so  that  we  may  become  filled.  This  is  to  become 
mature.  This  is  West  Direction. 

The  color  of  the  North  direction  is  white.  It  is  a time  for  enlightenment, 
a time  to  be  purified  and  refined.  It  is  time  to  wear  the  white  crown  of 
Elder  enlightenment.  From  this  spiritually  dominant  position  flows  the 
eternal  waters  of  life,  the  well  spring  of  the  life  cycle.  The  North 
contains  shifting  spiritual  ice  sheets  that  move  from  great  pressure.  A 
new  spiritual  construct  results.  A Grand  Canyon  of  Self  emerges.  Darkness 
accents  the  light.  From  the  North  all  will  be  renewed.  This  is  North 
Direction . 

Beyond  the  Four  Directions,  we  are  asked  to  go  down,  to  the  fifth 
direction  of  Earth  Mother.  The  green  color  reminds  us  that  growth  is 
needed.  Earth  Mother  supplies  nourishment.  Earth  Mother  is  our  connection 
to  life. 

The  Sixth  Direction  is  Sky  Father,  depicted  with  the  color  blue.  It 
reminds  us  to  monitor  our  life  choices.  It  is  here  where  evaluation  will 
take  place.  It  is  the  connection  to  the  world  from  which  we  came  and  to 
where  we  will  go. 

The  Seventh  Direction  is  you.  You  are  part  of  the  hoop  of  life  that 
intersects  Eternity.  This  is  the  Direction  to  come  to  Self,  to  recognize 
your  role  in  life,  to  give  of  your  self. 

- — "RE:  Five  More  Sentenced  to  Prison  for  Protesting  SOA"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Dul  1998  15:43:25  -0700 
From:  NCDM  <moonlight@igc . org> 

Sub j : Five  More  Sentenced  to  Prison  for  Protesting  SOA 
Posted  on  SOAWATCH 

Five  More  Sentenced  to  Prison  for  Protesting  Us  Army's  School  of  the 
Americas  at  Fort  Benning 

On  Duly  23,  in  Columbus,  GA,  Federal  Court  Dudge  D.  Robert  Elliott,  90, 
sentenced  five  School  of  the  Americas  (SOA)  protesters  to  prison  terms  of 
up  to  12  months.  Dudge  Elliott  ruled  the  terms  must  be  served 
consecutively  with  a previously  imposed  six  month  term  stemming  from  a 
Danuary  23,  1998  conviction.  In  Danuary,  Dudge  Elliott  sentenced  Fr. 

Bichsel,  Sister  Eilerman,  Mr.  Kinane  and  Ms.  Trotochaud,  along  with 
twenty-one  others,  on  a charge  of  "unlawful  re-entry."  The  twenty-five 
were  among  the  six  hundred  and  one  arrested  for  participating  in  a 
peaceful  vigil  at  Fort  Benning  on  November  16,  1997.  The  twenty-one  are 
currently  serving  six  month  sentences.  Ms.  Rumpf  was  taken  into  custody 
today  while  the  other  four  were  released  to  self-  surrender  to  a federal 
prison  at  a date  to  be  determined. 

Those  sentenced  and  their  to: 

12  months  * Fr.  William  Bichsel,  SD,  70,  Tacoma,  WA 


8 months  * Sn.  Marge  Eilerman,  OSF,  60,  Booneville,  KY 

10  months  * Ed  Kinane,  53,  Syracuse,  NY 

12  months  Kathleen  Rumpf,  47,  Syracuse,  NY 

8 months  * Mary  Trotochaud,  47,  Atlanta,  GA 

Plus  six  months  for  their  January,  1998  conviction  in  Judge  Elliott's 
court.  Additionally,  fines  and  restitution  varied  from  $1,000  to  $3,050 
with  two  years  supervised  probation  for  each.  . On  March  2,  1998  the  five 
were  found  guilty  of  "destruction  of  government  property  with  malicious 
intent,"  a felony.  In  their  September  29,  1997  protest,  the  five  pried 
metal  letters  off  Ft.  Benning's  main  entrance  sign,  and  stenciled  in  thei 
place:  Home  of  School  of  Americas/school  of  shame  and  SOA=torture. 

Since  the  early  eighties.  Ft.  Benning  has  been  host  to  the  SOA,  a US 
Army  training  center  for  Latin  American  militaries.  The  SOA  is  known 
throughout  Latin  America  as  the  "School  of  Assassins."  In  September,  1996 
the  Pentagon  acknowledged  the  SOA  had  used  training  manuals  endorsing 
torture,  extortion  and  assassination. 

Defendant  Kathleen  Rumpf  noted  that  "SOA  graduates  are  notorious  for 
abusing  their  own  people."  Fr.  William  Bichsel  explains  that  such 
terrorism  "is  perpetuated  in  order  to  assure  cheap  labor  to  the 
corporations  operating  in  those  countries." 

Mary  Trotochaud  notes  the  "irony  of  going  to  prison  when  SOA  graduates 
implicated  in  the  hemisphere's  most  atrocious  human  rights  violations 
remain  free."  Sister  Marge  Eilerman  adds,  "our  time  in  prison  will  be 
worth  it  if  it  hastens  the  closure  of  the  SOA.  Given  the  scale  of 
terrorism  perpetrated  by  SOA-trained  militaries  now  operating  in  Chiapas, 
Mexico  and  Colombia,  the  stakes  are  high." 


SPAN  (Strategic  Pastoral  Action) 

Accion  Estrategica  y Pastoral  wrehberg@spanweb.org 

Wes  Rehberg,  Ph.D.  wrehberg@peacenet .org 

+607-546-2250,  phone  & fax  http://www.spanweb.org 

A human-rights  and  social- justice  NGO  working 
non-violently  through  themes  of  liberation  theology 
and  the  pedagogy  of  the  oppressed  in  areas  of  struggle. 

"RE : Indigenous  Activists  Arrested"  

Date:  Sun,  26  Jul  1998  00:07:54  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC:  Indigenous  Activists  Arrested 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Please  scroll  to  the  end  of  this  message  and  send 
letters  of  protest  to  the  addresses  listed  there.] 

Forwarded  message: 

From:  "James  Michael  Craven"  <cravjm@ooi.clark.edu> 

Date:  Fri,  24  Jul  1998  12:58:11  PST8PDT 
Subject:  Urgent  Appeal 

Last  night  (Jul  23  rd)  Frank  Martin  (Bella  Bella)  and  his  wife  Helen 
Michell  (Carrier)  were  arrested  again- -following  a meeting  on  Indian 
activism  and  plans  for  actions  and  protests. 

Frank  was  arrested  on  the  basis  of  an  alleged  previous  warrant  in 
1992;  the  problem  is,  that  he  was  just  previously  arrested  (charged 
with  being  an  'illegal  alien)  and  nothing  was  said  about  any  alleged 
previous  warrant  and  he  was  released  on  bail--"gating" . 

I am  unaware  of  the  charges  against  Helen  but  sincerely  believe  that 
this  latest  round  of  arrests  needs  to  be  examined  and  questioned 
thoroughly;  my  personal  opinion  is  that  this  is  clear  reprisal  for 
the  testimonies  and  activism  of  Frank  and  Helen  related  to  issues 
presented  at  the  Tribunal  at  which  I was  one  of  the  Judges  (Pro 
Tempore)  and  possibly  as  a result  of  certain  issues  disclosed 
recently  on  SISS  related  to  the  Vancouver  Club  about  which  they  may 
have  had  knowledge  also. 

I implore  all  people  of  conscience  to  call  for  an  examination  of 
these  latest  rounds  of  arrests,  intimidation  and  harassment.  Helen 
is  presently  in  the  Vancouver  jail  and  Frank  is  at  Maple  Ridge  as  I 


write  this. 

They  have  been  made  destitute  and  fear  for  their  safety  and  that  of 
their  children.  I publish  Helen's  appeal  again  to  urge  all  people  of 
conscience  to  assist  these  freedom  fighters  in  any  way  possible. 

Dim  Craven 

Urgent  Action 

These  people  recently  testified  at  an  Inter-Tribal  Tribunal  dealing 
with  the  Residential  Schools  in  Canada  and  almost  immediately  after 
their  testimony,  actions  commenced  against  them.  I was  one  of  the 
Tribal  Judges  on  that  Tribunal  and  their  testimony  was  moving  and 
very  damaging  to  some  of  the  "powers  that  be".  Please  circulate  this 
widely  and  help  if  possible. 

Jim  Craven 

Forwarded  Message  Follows  

Date:  Tue,  07  Jul  1998  15:12:34  -0700 
From:  Steve  Kisby  <skisby@web.net> 

Sub j : Appeal  from  Helen  Michell 

July  6,  1998,  update. 

Frank,  Helen  Michell ' s husband,  is  being  held  in  a Pentiction  jail  (in 
the  interior  of  British  Columbia,  Canada)  and  is  being  denied  his 
medication  prescribed  by  a Doctor  in  Vancouver.  The  Penticton,  B.C., 
court  file  number  is  7247C. 

Prior  to  being  put  in  jail,  Frank  had  lost  20  lbs  as  he  couldn't  eat 
properly  as  a result  of  a beating  by  police,  which  broke  his  jaw.  The 
medication  is  for  the  injuries  receive  during  the  beating.  So  far,  $150 
has  been  raised  toward  his  bail  of  $500  and  we  desperately  need  people 
to  come  forward  with  help  toward  the  remaining  amount. 

If  you  can  help,  please  contact  Helen  Michell  c/o  2985  West  12th  Avenue, 
Vancouver,  B.C.,  V6K  2R2,  Canada.  Messages  may  also  be  left  with  Dimitri 
at  604-738-4260. 

In  Helen's  words: 


Helen  Michell 

2985  West  12th  Avenue 

Vancouver,  B.C. 

V6K  2R2,  Canada 
July  3,  1998 

Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights: 

Article  25;  (1)  Every  one  has  the  right  to  a standard  of  living  adequate 
for  the  health  and  well-being  of  himself  and  of  his  family,  including  food, 
clothing,  housing,  and  medical  care  and  necessary  social  services,  and  the 
right  to  security  in  the  event  of  unemployment,  sickness,  DISABILITY, 
widowhood,  old  age  or  other  lack  of  livelihood  in  circumstances  beyond  his 
control.  (2)  Motherhood  and  childhood  are  entitled  to  special  care  and 
assistance.  All  children,  whether  born  in  or  out  of  wedlock,  shall  enjoy 
the  same  social  protection. 

This  is  what  my  husband  read  out  in  the  welfare  office  to  the  workers  and 
to  the  police  officers  before  his  arrest.  I believe  my  husband  is  a 
prisoner  of  war. 

To  the  Philippine  Alliance  of  Human  Rights  Advocates  ; 

On  July  1,  1998,  Canada  celebrated  one  hundred  years  of  GENOCIDE,  on  the 
Indigenous  people  of  this  stolen  land.  The  R.C.M.P.  (Royal  Canadian 
Mounted  Police  --  Canada's  national  police  force),  also  celebrated  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  years  of  GENOCIDE  on  the  Indigenous  peoples  within 
Canada . 

On  July  2,1998,  we  as  an  Indigenous  family  of  North  Central  British 
Columbia,  Canada's  most  western  province,  are  in  need  of  protection  from 
the  British  Columbia  and  Canadian  government  systems,  and  the  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police.  Our  need  for  protection  is  vital  because  we  are 
against  this  illegal  "treaty"  process  happening  now  in  this  province. 


And  now  a taste  of  GENOCIDE; 

For  the  past  six  months  we  have  been  living  in  Port  Coquitlam,  just  outside 
of  the  city  of  Vancouver,  and  we  are  on  welfare.  The  government  welfare 
workers  have  been  very  discriminating  towards  us  as  a indigenous  family, 
and  I have  seen  many  discriminating  social  workers  throughout  the  province. 

These  workers  would  do  a variety  of  things  to  us  everytime  such  as 
with-holding  our  rental  cheques,  cutting  the  amounts  of  our  cheques  down, 
laughing  at  us  because  of  our  disposition,  kicking  us  out  of  their  office 
without  our  cheques,  or  threatening  to  call  the  police.  Throughout  all  of 
this,  the  white  people  who  visited  their  offices  were  getting  their 
cheques,  with  no  problem.  They  usually  have  a security  guard  at  the  office, 
but  today,  there  wasn't  any,  and  so  they  must  of  planned  to  call  the 
police.  Our  son  had  moved  in  with  us,  that  made  the  social  workers  mad. 

She  said  we  couldn't  live  together  because  we  were  related.  We  found  a new 
place  in  Vancouver  where  we  could  all  live  together.  That  made  the  social 
workers  furious,  but  they  paid  my  son's  rent  in  the  new  place  for  the  month 
of  June  anyway.  Our  rent  was  paid  in  Port  Coquitlam.  Now  it  is  July,  the 
social  workers  refused  to  pay  my  son's  rent  at  his  new  home  and  refused  him 
his  sustenance  cheque.  Our  half  of  the  rent  was  paid  already  . So  we  were 
back  at  the  office  to  try  and  get  our  sons  rent  paid.  We  were  already  under 
stress  and  illness,  so  we  were  considering  putting  our  belongings  into 
storage  and  living  in  our  van  again.  The  workers  wouldn't  budge.  Instead 
they  called  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  on  my  husband.  There  was  no 
charges  laid  but  my  husband  got  hauled  away  , by  a rude  and  discriminating 
police  officer.  My  husband  was  not  read  his  rights  and  was  not  informed 
what  the  charges  were.  Except  that  they  say  they  had  a warrant  for  his 
arrest  for  being  an  "Illegal  alien"  in  Canada.  I had  not  seen  any  warrant 
to  this  day.  We  had  already  been  arrested  in  the  past,  twice  each,  on  this 
same  charge.  The  rude  R.C.M.P.  officer  threatened  to  take  me  to  jail  if  I 
didn't  stop  taking  pictures  with  my  camera.  As  indigenous  people  in  North 
America,  we  have  "dual  citizenship"  in  Canada  and  the  United  States.  So 
they  violated  their  own  laws  in  this  country  and  also  violated  our 
Indigenous  Human  Rights.  The  R.C.M.P.  officer  who  arrested  us  on  the 
"illegal  alien"  charge  was  also  an  indigenous  person.  He  couldn't  tell  the 
difference  between  his  own  kind  and  an  alien.  While  they  were  arresting  my 
husband,  I quickly  jumped  into  my  van  and  raced  into  Vancouver.  I have 
never  been  so  scared  and  alone.  Later  my  husband  called  me  and  said  there 
is  a warrant  for  my  arrest  also,  for  being  an  illegal  alien.  I called  the 
office  of  the  elected  member  of  the  provincial  legislature  for  Port 
Coquitlam  at  4 p.m.  the  same  day  and  spoke  to  the  office  worker  there.  She 
did  some  investigating  and  said  the  government  social  worker  had  no  right 
to  treat  us  like  that.  They  should  of  transferred  my  son's  file  to 
Vancouver  before  July.  So  the  social  workers  were  in  the  wrong,  but  now  my 
husband  is  in  jail.  My  sons  cheque  was  mailed  out  that  day  at  4:30  p.m. 
thanks  to  the  elected  member's  office  worker.  How  many  other  Indigenous 
families  have  to  suffer  as  we  do,  just  to  survive  everyday?  Most  welfare 
workers  act  as  if  the  money  is  coming  out  of  their  pockets. 

This  "illegal  alien"  charge  is  two  years  old  this  July,  and  they  have 
never  bothered  us  all  this  time.  We  have  been  in  their  court  rooms  and 
police  station,  they  have  been  in  my  house  in  Port  Coquitlam  a few  times.  I 
think  because  we  are  to  out  spoken  against  a fraudulent  "treaty  process" 
here  and  to  politically  active  that  they  want  us  dismantled  and  destroyed 
as  a indigenous  family.  They  sure  are  doing  a great  job  of  it. 

A few  weeks  after  this  illegal  alien  charge  in  July,  1996,  my  husband  was 
brutally  beaten  up,  by  ten  Vancouver  city  polices  in  the  downtown  section 
called  gastown.  Half  of  his  face  was  completely  smashed  in  from  a police 
flash  light.  That  beating  took  place  on  August  8,  1996,  and  my  family  has 
suffered  terribly  because  of  that  incident.  He  was  in  terrible  pain  and  had 
two  tumors  in  his  head,  27  broken  bones  under  his  ear,  and  his  jaw  was 
broken  down  the  middle  of  his  mouth.  At  one  time,  because  of  the  tumors, 
my  husband  went  under,  while  riding  on  the  bus.  They  took  him  to  the 
hospital  in  an  ambulance.  They  were  getting  ready  to  do  a brain  operation, 
without  anybody's  consent.  My  husband  said  he  woke  up  to  knives  in  the 
operating  room.  He  quickly  jumped  up  and  grabbed  his  clothing  and  raced  out 
without  putting  on  his  clothes.  He  changed  his  clothes  in  the  bushes 


outside  the  hospital.  Since  the  beating  , my  husband  has  been  under  two 
special  doctors  care  and  is  taking  special  medication  for  his  head.  This 
arrest  cuts  him  off  his  treatment,  which  is  another  human  rights  violation. 

Since  this  brutal  beating  , the  head  sergeant  of  that  Vancouver  police 
outfit  died  of  liver  cancer,  a week  before  his  retirement.  Five  other  city 
police  officers  have  become  mentally  ill,  of  which  one  died  this  past 
Saturday.  We  have  no  hand  in  what  ever  is  happening  to  them.  Justice  still 
wins  in  the  end  regardless  of  the  injustices.  They  have  offered  Frank  an 
out  of  court  settlement  which  started  at  $50,000  and  the  last  offer  was 
$250,000.  How  much  does  a humans  right  to  life  cost?  In  my  words  no  amount 
of  money  could  replace  what  we  went  through,  a life  of  shambles  and  the 
loss  of  many  lives.  Today  is  Duly  3,  and  it  is  my  husbands  birthday.  Happy 
birthday  Frank,  where  ever  you  are.  We  all  love  you,  be  strong  and  stay 
alive  please.  Maybe  they  will  try  to  kill  my  husband  while  he  is  in 
custody,  so  they  don't  have  to  pay  anything.  I know  they  are  already  paying 
for  that  brutal  beating. 

On  Dune  30,  1998,  we  buried  my  cousin,  who  was  murdered  on  the  east  side  of 
Vancouver.  Her  sister  was  buried  a month  ago.  I think  she  was  murdered 
also.  The  cousin  we  buried  on  Dune  30,  her  face  was  smashed  in,  on  the  same 
side  as  my  husbands  face,  when  he  was  done  in.  When  I looked  at  her  in  the 
coffin,  one  last  time,  I flashed  on  my  husbands  face  when  he  was  beaten  up 
by  the  police.  We  called  for  an  investigation  on  her  death.  Now  they  say 
there  are  ten  more  indigenous  women  murdered  or  missing  from  the  east  side 
of  Vancouver. 

In  1993,  our  little  family  drove  to  New  York  city  to  lodge  our  complaints 
to  the  United  Nation,  regarding  our  disposition  in  this  country.  It  seems 
like  our  lives  went  from  bad  to  worse,  after  that  journey.  The  United 
Nations  had  no  ears  for  indigenous  peoples  in  Canada.  Since  going  to  the 
United  Nations  , I have  buried  a brother  and  two  nephews,  and  my  oldest 
sister.  My  brother  was  involved  in  a drug  conspiracy  case,  he  was  a 
witness.  Both  him  and  his  girlfriend  were  killed.  One  nephew  was  run  over 
by  a truck  and  killed  instantly,  his  killer  was  never  found  or  convicted. 
Another  nephew  was  stabbed  six  times,  by  a Canadian  government  supported 
indigenous  leader,  who  didn't  want  to  pay  out  settlement  money  owed  to  my 
nephew,  for  the  flooding  out  of  his  log  houses  and  land.  It's  weird  that  my 
nephew  knew  when  he  was  going  to  die,  and  who  would  do  it  to  him.  My  sister 
was  contaminated  with  blood  cancer,  she  passed  away  a month  after  the 
Vancouver  police  beating  on  my  husband.  The  same  things  happened  to  my 
parents  and  my  grandparents,  who  are  also  deceased. 

My  husband  and  I have  been  together  for  seventeen  years  now.  In  those 
seventeen  years  we  have  never  tasted  an  ounce  of  FREEDOM  without  fear  of 
prosecution  or  worse.  Our  life  together  has  been  spent  in  the  court  rooms 
and  on  the  run.  They  could  never  convict  us  on  any  charge,  there  was 
always  a stay  of  proceedings.  Throughout  most  of  our  time  together,  we 
spent  most  of  our  lives  as  fugitives  on  our  own  lands.  Our  children  were 
always  with  us  . We  also  have  a grandchild,  who  we  haven't  seen  in  two 
years,  because  they  live  in  Prince  George,  in  the  center  of  the  province. 

I think  the  world  should  know  what  is  happening  to  us  and  other  Indigenous 
people  in  Canada,  who  stand  up  for  their  international  rights.  We  cannot 
get  a lawyer  to  represent  us.  No  human  being  would  represent  us  as  humans. 

In  every  way  they  violated  our  HUMAN  RIGHTS,  as  an  Indigenous  family.  Where 
do  we  go  from  here?  Can  anyone  help  us? 

Human  Rights  is  fifty  years  old  and  many  of  the  Indigenous  people  in  North 
America  never  live  past  that  age,  because  of  all  the  abuses  and  useless 
policies,  and  discrimination  is  a disease  more  contagious  than  aids. 

We  are  seeking  funding  for  filing  suits  to  sue  the  Canadian  government,  the 
police  forces,  and  Canadian  supported  indigenous  governments.  It  looks  like 
there  is  no  way,  in  this  world,  we  could  dare  to  go  that  far.  With  our  past 
experiences  though,  we  know  there  is  a higher  power  and  miracles  do  happen. 

We  are  fighting  to  survive  in  this  heartless  world,  and  it  sure  isn't 
getting  any  easier.  For  many  of  our  people,  suicide  is  the  easy  way  out.  We 
plan  to  stand  up  for  our  rights  as  a family. 

Please  send  letters  that  support  us  to  the  Canadian  government. 

Meci  cho  (Thank  you  very  much) 

Telqua  (Helen  Michell) 


Bear  Clan  families  of  Maxan  Lake 

End  forwarded  message 

ADDRESSES: 

Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 

Room  309-S  Centre  Block,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  OA6  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211  Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email:  remote-printer.3ean_Chretien@16139416900.iddd.tpc.int 
email : pm@pm . gc . ca 

WWW  comments:  http://pm.gc.ca/english/pmo/e_corres.htm 

BC  Premier  Glen  Clark 
Room  156  Parlia 


From  gans@netcom.com  Sun  Sep  13  08:47:21  1998 
Date:  Tue,  4 Aug  1998  19:43:58  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.032 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AisesNet,  Innu-L,  Paths-L  & Nat-Film 
Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


Then,  has  the  white  man's  social  order  been  so  harmonious  and  ideal 
to  merit  the  respect  of  an  Indian,  and  for  that  matter  the  thinking 
class  of  the  white  race?  Is  it  wise  to  urge  upon  the  Indian  a foreign 
social  form?  Let  none  but  the  Indian  answer!" 

_ Chief  Standing  Bear,  Ponca 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

In  the  last  issue  three  articles  were  included  concerning  the  recent 
efforts  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  (Pine  Ridge,  SD)  to  mandate  who  may  and 
may  not  carry  sage  and  sweetgrass  or  attend  ceremony  on  tribal  lands. 

This  is  a terrible  mixed  bag.  I understand  fully  the  argument  of  those 
who  believe  this  is  aimed  at  stopping  the  dilution  of  Lakota  culture.  I 
understand  this  is  a tribal  matter. 

What  may  not  be  understood  is  that  many  on  the  OST  tribal  council  do  not 
practice  traditional  ceremony.  While  I am  not  anti-Christian,  I have  real 
problems  with  Christian  politicians  telling  any  ceremony  leader  what  may 
be  included  in  ceremony  and  who  may  attend.  This  is  a thing  that  must  be 
determined  between  the  intercessor  and  Creator. 

I also  have  a real  problem  with  any  government  anywhere  telling  citizens 
Sacred  plants  (which  are  not  mind  altering  or  otherwise  already  subject  to 
regulation)  which  have  been  used  in  ceremony  for  all  time  are  now  to  be  used 
only  by  those  stipulated  by  government  decree. 

At  some  point  this  will  be  challenged  in  court.  At  that  time,  or  soon 
thereafter  it  will  be  found  that  tribal  sovereignty  does  not  extend  to  this 
level  of  infringement  on  personal  rights.  The  following  law  is  all  that 
will  be  needed  to  overturn  any  convictions: 


S>  1302.  Constitutional  Rights 

United  States  Code  Annotated 
Title  25.  Indians 

Chapter  15- -Constitutional  Rights  of  Indians 
Subchapter  I--Generally 

Copr.  C West  Group  1997  No  Claim  to  Orig  U.S.  Govt.  Works  Current  through 
P.L.  105-15,  Approved  5/15/97 

No  Indian  Tribe  in  exercising  powers  of  self-government  shall-- 

(1)  Make  or  enforce  any  law  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  of 
religions,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press,  or  the 
right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  petition  for  a redress  of 
grievances; 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


(2)  violate  the  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons, 
houses,  papers  and  effects  against  unreasonable  search  and  seizures,  nor 


issue  warrants,  but  upon  probably  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation, 
and  particularly  describing  the  place  to  be  searched  and  the  person  or 
thing  to  be  seized; 


All  this  demonstrates  is  that  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe,  in  passing  this 
law  either  out  of  ignorance  or  in  violation  of  existing  law,  is  incapable 
of  responsible  self-government;  and  it  will  give  those  who  wish  to  completely 
deny  tribal  sovereignty  more  ammunition  for  their  attacks. 

I can  well  imagine  how  grateful  other  tribal  governments  will  be  to 
the  OST  for  this  additional  slap  in  the  face. 


Today  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Council  today  reiterated  their  determination 
to  enforce  their  recently  passed  ordinance  restricting  ceremonial 
participation . 

Representatives  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Council  were  interviewed 
today  by  a reporter  from  the  South  Dakota  Public  Radio  Network.  The 
Council  is  standing  firm  on  their  ordinance  (reported  in  last  week's 
Wotanging  Ikche)  and  are  threatening  David  Swallow,  Dr.'s  Sun  Dance,  (which 
is  beginning  tomorrow)  not  only  with  arrest,  but  with  the  potential  for 
violence  and  even  bloodshed.  Swallow  and  his  Sun  Dancers  say  they  will 
continue  in  honor  of  their  commitment  to  the  Sun  Dance. 

Bolstered  by  the  Grey  Eagle  Society,  a group  the  Council  cites  as  their 
Spiritual  authority,  additional  standards  for  sun  dance  were  announced: 

Since  traditionally,  long  ago  women  did  not  sun  dance,  therefore 
women  will  not  be  allowed  to  sun  dance,  following  old  traditional 
ways . 

They  say  the  white  buffalo  calf  pipe  was  given  to  the  Lakota  for  only  the 
Lakota.  (Past  spiritual  elders  have  said  it  was  given  to  the  Lakota  to 
CARETAKE  and  for  all  mankind.) 

They  said  the  colors  of  the  four  directions  were  NOT  the  colors  of 
mankind,  but  only  the  four  directions. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/w\=/\= 


The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Issues  Raised  by  Controversy  Over  Sundance 


Date:  Fri,  31  Dul  1998  22:11:42  -0600 
From:  Sophia  Cleland  <cleland@imapl.asu.edu> 
Sub j : Re:  David  Swallow's  Sundance 


Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

This  controversy  regarding  the  David  Swallow's  Sundance  brings  up  another 
issue  upon  which  elaboration  is  greatly  needed.  These  issues  are  very 
complex  because  several  parties  may  be  involved  in  them  and  voicing 
several  different  viewpoints.  I write  because  I think  it  is  important  for 
others  to  hear  a viewpoint  for  which  people  have,  but  are  not  represented 
for  whatever  reason. 

I think  this  issue  regarding  blood  quantums  and  practicing  Lakota  (or 
any  indigenous  American  spirituality)  should  be  addressed.  I am  strongly 
opposed  to  this  allocating  of  heritages  of  individuals.  This  method  was 
established  by  the  BIA  to  eventually  do  away  with  the  "Indian  problem." 

How  many  of  you  out  there  are  what  may  be  called  "full-blooded  Indian" 
because  your  parents  are  both  Indian,  but  of  different  tribes,  sometimes 
many  different  tribes?  How  many  of  you  fit  this  description,  but  cannot  be 
recognized  by  the  tribal  BIA  governments  because  your  blood  quantum  for 
any  of  the  tribes  is  too  low?  To  me  buying  into  this  idea  of  being  proud 
of  being  a federally  recognized  full-blooded  Indian  is  wrong.  Like  my 
mother  always  says.  Crazy  Horse  and  Sitting  Bull  did  not  prance  around 
being  proud  of  being  full-blooded  Indian.  If  you  look  at  the  many 
relatives  these  men  had,  you  will  see  their  relatives  were  of  several 
different  tribes,  not  just  one. 

Basically,  in  the  times  before  the  tribal  BIA  governments  had  been  set 
up,  there  was  not  so  much  of  a fixation  on  being  a "full-blooded"  member 
of  a tribe.  At  least  in  the  ways  of  the  Seven  Council  Fires  (Lakotas, 
Dakotas,  and  Nakotas),  a child  was  said  to  have  been  the  tribe  of  the 
father.  However,  this  wasn't  dogma.  Our  social  structure  was  very 
dynamic.  There  were  many  cases  where  the  child  was  considered  the  tribe 
of  the  mother.  In  addition,  there  were  many  intertribal  marriages. 
Intertribal  can  be  defined  in  two  ways.  The  first  can  be  described  as 
marriage  within  the  different  tribes  of  the  Seven  Council  Fires  [7  Lakota, 

4 Dakota,  and  2 Nakota  "tribes"  and  even  smaller  divisions  within  each 
tribe].  The  other  intertribal  marriage  definition  can  be  described  as 
marriage  among  other  tribes  of  this  land  [i.e.  allies  of  the  Seven  Council 
Fires  "tribes"  and  even  with  those  who  had  been  adopted  into  our  tribes 
(often,  but  not  exclusively  by  raids),  including  white  and  black  people]. 
Once  one  was  adopted  into  a tribe  of  the  Seven  Council  Fires,  he/she  was  a 
member,  no  matter  what  race.  People  did  acknowledge  the  difference  in 
ancestry,  however,  the  one  adopted  was  to  be  considered  a member  of  the 
Seven  Council  Fires.  Another  thing  to  consider  regarding  lineage  is  that 
boys  often  would  be  raised  to  be  capable  of  adapting  to  new  things  and 
ways  because  it  was  believed  that  the  boys  would  grow  into  men  and  live 
with  his  wife's  people  and  often  times  follow  her  people's  ways. 

I have  described  to  you  several  different  ways  of  classifying  one's 
lineage.  The  method  for  classification  was  not  and  still  is  not  static. 


Many  of  our  ways  were  not  static  because  we  realized  that  changes  occurred 
and  that  those  changes  were  a normal  process.  Our  nation  would  split  up 
into  camps  composed  of  either  one  or  more  tribes  or  divisions  during  the 
winter.  Each  tribe  would  change  from  the  other  slightly  "for  whatever 
reason"  was  necessary  for  them.  Those  changes  were  not  to  be  criticized 
like  they  are  often  done  today,  but  respected.  This  is  still  another 
example  of  how  change  was  acknowledged  by  the  people  of  our  nation. 

Therefore,  if  anyone  is  feeling  a pull  toward  the  ways  of  your  ancestors 
I don't  think  anyone  or  anything  should  stop  you.  If  following  the  ways 
feels  natural  to  you,  then  you  should  continue  pursuing  the  ways.  I can 
only  suggest  that  you  explore  the  indigenous  roots  of  all  of  your  many 
heritages.  I suggest  this  only  so  that  you  can  better  understand  how 
similar  religions  really  are.  I suggest  this  so  that  you  understand  that 
other  people  have  ways  which  may  be  good  for  them,  but  not  exactly  for 
others.  Dust  like  one  way  may  be  good  for  you,  but  not  for  others.  It  is 
a sad  thing  that  so  many  people  simply  want  to  know  the  Lakota  way  and 
that  way  only.  It  is  a sad  thing  that  so  many  people  think  our  way  is 
superior  to  others.  This  attitude  is  wrong  to  me.  I think  that  it  is  a 
good  thing  to  know  many  ways  and  appreciate  and  respect  them,  but  follow 
only  one  way.  Nothing  should  be  blended  for  messages  may  be  confused. 
Nothing  should  go  extinct,  either.  All  knowledge  is  valuable. 

Like  many  indigenous  people  of  this  land,  I am  what  may  be  considered 
"mixed  blood"  by  today's  BIA  standards.  My  mother  is  Hunkpapa,  Oglala, 
Sisseton,  Yankton,  African  American  and  French.  She  is  of  the  cuthead 
band  of  the  Yanktons  through  her  mother.  My  father  is  Ipai  (California 
Mission  Indian)  and  Mexican,  aka.  Aztec.  I am  considered  to  be  3/4  Indian 
by  the  BIA,  but  only  1/4  of  a federally  recognized  tribe,  i.e.  the  Yankton 
tribe.  My  father  gave  up  his  people's  ways  when  he  married  my  mother  and 
learned  the  ways  of  my  mother's  people.  I grew  up  in  Phoenix,  Arizona 
during  the  academic  school  year  and  returned  to  the  Fort  Peck  Assiniboine 
and  Sioux  tribes  reservation  during  the  summers.  I grew  up  very  much 
aware  of  my  heritage  as  a Seven  Council  Fires  member.  I have  always  been 
of  the  Seven  Council  Fires  and  always  will.  I am  very  much  connected  with 
my  ancestry.  However,  I independently  began  exploring  the  many  other 
heritages  that  compose  me  while  in  high  school  and  further  explored  the 
field  of  comparative  religion  as  a hobby  while  in  college.  My  way  of 
going  about  understanding  spirituality  may  not  be  good  for  everyone,  but  I 
think  it  should  be  considered. 

I say  that  my  way  should  at  least  be  considered  because  I have  seen  many 
people  suffer  as  a result  of  following  false  spiritual  leaders.  It  is  a 
sad  thing  to  see  that  almost  everyone  I meet  is  a spiritual  person.  It 

is  hard  for  me  to  see  how  so  many  people  can  be  spiritual  when  they  prance 

around  being  proud  of  being  a federally  recognized  Indian,  when  they 
participate  in  rituals  one  day  and  then  drink,  take  drugs  and  then  abuse 
their  families  another  day.  I am  really  sick  of  seeing  and  hearing  of 
such  things.  I don't  know  David  Swallow,  Dr.  He  may  be  wrongly  accused. 
He  may  be  a very  good  person  with  goodness  in  his  heart.  However,  the 

last  time  I went  to  a Sundance  in  which  white  people  partook  in  the  ritual 

there  were  loudspeakers,  the  people  at  the  Sundance  seemed  showy  and 
unfriendly,  and  the  tree  split  right  down  the  middle.  It  is  a sad  thing 
to  me  because  few  people  seem  humble  today.  Few  people  realize  how 
pitiful,  how  fragile  we  are.  I see  and  hear  of  Sundances  every  weekend 
now  during  the  summer  time  both  on  and  off  the  reservations.  This 
concerns  me  because  not  all  of  those  people  are  spiritual  people,  not 
everyone  at  the  Sundance  may  know  what  type  of  mindset  to  be  in  either. 
Whatever  is  happening  at  those  rituals,  whatever  the  people  partaking  in 
the  ritual  are  thinking  goes  out  to  the  people.  The  same  thing  goes  for 
pow-wows.  If  the  people  at  the  drum  are  thinking  in  a competitive  manner 
or  thinking  in  a sexual  manner  about  the  people  around  them,  then  that 
goes  out  to  the  people.  It  seems  that  so  many  people  are  not  taught  this 
today.  So  many  people  are  not  acknowledging  this.  So,  I do  have  to 
question  the  motives  of  those  performing  rituals,  playing  drums,  and  even 
those  trying  to  prevent  others  from  partaking  in  the  rituals  and 
ceremonies.  There  are  many  motives  for  attacking  another  person.  This  is 
something  we  all  should  consider. 


Therefore,  it  is  a sad  thing  to  see  so  many  of  our  people  blindly 
following  those  who  are  likely  seeking  power  over  others.  I have 
encountered  quite  a few  people  involved  in  the  spiritual  things.  I know 
that  they  are  human  like  everyone  else,  so  there  is  room  for  error  and 
forgiveness  for  them.  However,  I cannot  support  those  who  exploit  our 
ways  to  gain  power  over  others.  To  me,  that  is  not  spirituality,  and  I 
will  not  support  such  a thing.  I think  it  is  a good  thing  to  have  people 
empowered  and  aware  of  the  many  different  ideas  regarding  religion  and 
spirituality.  When  we  are  empowered,  we  are  not  as  likely  to  give  up  our 
power  to  others  and  follow  others  blindly.  We  should  not  be  afraid  to 
question  others  because  we  are  all  human.  It  is  a good  thing  to 
understand  our  differences  in  how  we  conduct  ourselves. 

>From  what  I have  learned  in  talking  with  many  different  people  about 
our  spirituality,  no  one  can  take  that  part  of  you  away  from  you.  You 
have  the  choice  to  give  that  aspect  of  yourself  up.  You  have  choices  for 
everything  in  which  you  do.  No  one  has  that  ability  to  take  your  power, 
your  choices,  away  from  you.  Praying  is  really  all  you  need  to  do.  To  me 
rituals  should  be  left  to  those  who  really  know  what  they  are  doing.  I 
think  there  are  some  people  who  know  what  they  are  doing.  Like  I have 
heard  many  times,  those  people  are  few  and  far  between.  It  is  difficult 
today  to  know  who  those  true  people  are  today  with  all  of  the  rituals  you 
can  attend  every  weekend.  I simply  trust  that  those  people  who  know  what 
they  are  doing  will  continue  such  practices  for  our  survival.  I feel  a 
connection  to  my  ancestors  and  to  the  spiritworld,  but  I leave  the  ritual 
aspects  to  others.  I do  not  feel  a calling  to  partake  in  rituals,  so  I 
only  observe  them.  I think  the  very  essence  of  my  being  while  competing 
in  science  can  affect  the  people  by  brining  hardship  upon  them.  It  was 
not  the  intent  of  our  ancestors  to  have  us  compete,  so  I think  I should 
stay  out  of  the  ritual  realm  until  I can  be  sure  that  I can  do  things  more 
cooperatively.  That  may  be  5-10  years  down  the  road.  It  may  be  100  to 
thousands  of  years  from  now.  I think  it  is  crazy  that  almost  everyone  I 
meet  on  the  reservations  back  home  are  spiritual  people  that  are  capable 
of  conducting  rituals  at  times  which  are  not  designated  for  them.  It  is 
crazy  that  so  many  people  say  they  inherited  their  right  to  be  spiritual 
because  they  are  a descendant  of  some  chief,  medicine  man/woman,  or 
spiritual  person.  I have  been  warned  by  several  family  members  and  friends 
to  not  ride  the  coattails  of  my  ancestors  because  I have  to  create  my  own 
honor.  Many  of  us  are  descendants  of  chiefs,  medicine  people  and 
spiritual  people,  but  we  are  still  a common  person  until  we  make  ourselves 
worthy  of  honor,  i.e.  by  acting  in  an  honorable  way.  Sadly,  I don't  see 
much  of  that  today. 

Before  I go,  I should  add  one  more  tidbit  I know  about  classifying 
people's  lineage.  The  bands  of  Seven  Council  Fires  people  on  Fort  Peck 
are  descendants  of  some  of  the  most  "hostile"  bands  to  the  U.S.  government. 

We  are  mainly  descendants  of  those  who  were  involved  in  the  Battle  at 
Greasy  Grass  when  Custer  was  killed.  My  grandfather  was  Oglala,  Hunkpapa 
and  Sisseton.  My  great-grandmother  was  Oglala  and  saw  the  Battle  of 
Greasy  Grass  from  a hill.  She  traveled  with  the  Bill  Cody's  Wild  West 
Show.  Her  BIA  blood  quantum  was  forfeited  when  she  left  the  reservation 
to  travel  with  the  Wild  West  Show.  My  grandfather  told  my  mother  that 
when  he  was  a child,  the  older  people  did  not  like  the  BIA  agents.  When 
the  tribal  roster  was  being  established  on  our  reservation,  the  older 
people  refused  to  talk  with  the  agents.  The  agents  were  trying  to  get  our 
tribal  affiliations  to  begin  the  BIA  blood  quantum  system.  The  older 
people  wouldn't  participate  with  the  BIA  agents,  so  the  BIA  agents  began 
asking  the  children  at  the  time  about  people's  tribal  affiliations.  My 
grandfather  told  me  that  the  BIA  agents  would  bother  him  while  he  was 
playing  by  pointing  at  people  walking  by  and  asking  who  was  who  and  what 
tribe  they  were.  My  grandfather  said  that  he  would  often  run  away  from 
them  or  just  tell  them  anything  to  get  the  BIA  people  to  leave  him  alone. 
Therefore,  I believe  that  we  shouldn't  even  trust  the  tribal  rosters  when 
they  tell  us  who  we  are.  My  mother  is  strongly  opposed  to  the  BIA's  blood 
quantum  system.  She  says  Crazy  Horse  and  Sitting  Bull  did  not  go  around 
proud  of  being  full-blooded  Indians  or  allocating  their  blood  quantum 
according  to  whom  was  their  mother  or  father.  This  mentality  is  fairly 


new  and  a sickness  stemming  from  the  BIA's  establishment  on  oun 
reservations.  I think  people  should  really  hear  this. 

That  is  all  I have  to  say  for  now.  I wish  you  honor  in  your  choices. 
Sincerely, 

Sophia  Cleland 


MARC  Honors  Research  Trainee 

National  Institute  of  Diabetes  and  Digestive  Kidney  Diseases 

Epidemiology  and  Clinical  Research  Branch 

Phoenix,  AZ 

(602)  829-7074  (home) 


Quotes  from  Chief  Sitting  Bull: 

"If  the  Great  Spirit  had  desired  me  to  be  a white  man  he  would  have 

made  me  so  in  the  first  place.  He  put  in  your  heart  certain  wishes  and 
plans,  and  in  my  heart  he  put  other  and  different  desires.  It  is  not 
necessary  for  eagles  to  be  crows." 

"Is  it  wrong  for  me  to  love  my  own?  Is  it  wicked  for  me  because  my  skin  is 
red?  Because  I am  of  the  Seven  Council  Fires?  Because  I was  born  where  my 
father  lived?  Because  I would  die  for  my  people  and  my  country?  God  made 
me  an  Indian." 

"Now  that  we  are  poor,  we  are  free.  No  white  man  controls  our 
footsteps.  If  we  must  die,  we  die  defending  our  rights." 

"RE : Rocky  Flats  Plutonium  in  Your  Food"  

Date:  Fri,  31  Dul  1998  11:12:51  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : [DOEWatch]  Insights  into  the  RF  Lowry  Landfill  leaking 
UUCP  email 

I usually  don't  send  anything  other  than  Ward  Valley  info  to  this  list  but 
this  information  really  needs  to  get  out  there!! 

Mailing-List:  list  doewatch@onelist . com;  contact  http://www.onelist.com 
Date:  Fri,  31  Dul  1998  00:10:35  EDT 
From:  <Magnu96196@aol . com> 

Sub j : ROCKY  FLATS  PLUTONIUM  IN  YOUR  FOOD? 

Date:  98-07-30  05:57:37  EDT 

From:  andersa@spot.Colorado.EDU  (Adrienne  Anderson) 

Think  I'm  kidding? 

The  EPA  and  major  corporate  and  government  polluters  at  a huge  Colorado 
Superfund  site,  the  Lowry  Landfill,  have  cooked  up  a scheme  to  pipe 
Superfund  waste  into  the  public  sewer  lines,  whereupon  it  would  be  mixed 
with  the  Denver  metro  area's  municipal  and  industrial  sludge  and  other 
Superfund  site  wastes,  and  called  "biosolids".  From  there,  it  will  be 
hauled  by  truck  east  on  Interstate  70  to  the  tiny  rural  farming  community 
of  Deer  Trail,  where  it  will  be  spread  as  "fertilizer"  on  agricultural  land 
owned  by  the  sewage  district.  Wheat  and  other  crops  for  human  consumption 
are  grown  here,  sold  to  Cargill  food  conglomerate  and  ground  into  flour  to 
make  "specialty  baked  goods"  and  other  products  for  sale  throughout  the  US 
and  presumedly  abroad. 

What  have  we  learned,  digging  through  state  and  federal  files? 

The  Lowry  Landfill  is  saturated  with  PLUTONIUM,  AMERICIUM,  CESIUM,  CERIUM 
and  other  radionuclides,  in  solution  with  liquid  hazardous  wastes  including 
scores  of  solvents,  pesticides,  dioxin,  etc.  ROCKY  FLATS  USED  THE  LAND  NOW 
KNOWN  AS  THE  LOWRY  LANDFILL  TO  DUMP  ITS  WASTE  IN  THE  60's  and  70's 
RECORDS  SHOW,  BUT  THE  EPA  HAS  TRIED  TO  DENY  THIS  AND  COVER  IT  UP.  The 
plutonium  has  contaminated  groundwater  down  to  200  feet  below  the  landfill 


and  has  been  consistently  found  in  the  surface  water,  sediment,  and  soil 
throughout  and  around  the  site. 

EPA  says  it's  "cosmic  dust"  from  "outer  space". 

if  you'd  like  to  read  about  our  campaign  to  stop  this  madness,  search  the 
BOULDER  WEEKLY  for  a series  of  articles  (keywords  "plutonium"  or  "sludge", 
and  a recent  Special  Report  by  the  Christian  Science  Monitor  in  their  Dune 
10th  issue,  online  at: 

http://www.csmonitor.com/durable/1998/06/10/pls5.htm 

As  a member  of  the  Metro  Wastewater  Reclamation  District  board  of  directors 
("Metro"),  I filed  a whistleblower  case  under  4 major  environmental  laws  on 
behalf  of  the  sewage  plant  workers  I had  been  appointed  to  represent  (Oil, 
Chemical  & Atomic  Workers  International  Union),  which  is  pending  before  the 
Department  of  Labor's  Administrative  Review  Board. 

We  need  your  support!  Please  e-mail  us  with  any  ideas,  resources,  notes 
of  support,  etc. 

Sincerely, 

Adrienne  Anderson 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http: //banwaste. envirolink. org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

http: //www. wild roc kies .org/cmcr 

http: //www. green act ion .org 

"RE : Peltier's  Statement  LPDC"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Dul  1998  16:11:05  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

Sub j : fwd:  Peltier's  Statement  LPDC 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Warning:  The  follow  statement  that  appears  to  be  from  Leonard 
Peltier  by  way  of  the  LPDC  has  not  yet  been  verified! 

Subject:  Peltier's  Statement  Re:  LPDC 
Date:  Thu,  30  Dul  1998 

Greetings  friends. 

Duly  28,  1998 

As  you  probably  know,  my  phone  privileges  have  been  suspended  and 
communication  has  been  difficult.  Because  of  the  recent  post  on  the 
internet  and  letter  to  me  by  Vernon  Foster  of  Arizona  AIM  on  his  web 
site,  it  has  become  necessary  for  me  to  respond. 

It  is  important  now  more  than  ever  that  any  information  being  put 
out  regarding  my  campaign  for  freedom  is  checked  for  validity.  It  is 
important  that  all  continue  to  work  with  the  LPDC  office  as  this  is  who 
I communicate  with  directly  and  on  a regular  basis.  The  LPDC  office  in 
Lawrence  Kansas  is  my  only  official  office. 

Please  be  informed  that  I have  not  authorized  any  other  office  or 
campaign  to  be  organized  in  my  name  because  this  causes  confusion  and 
division.  That  is  with  the  exception  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable 
Foundation,  which  is  not  involved  in  my  political  campaign.  Although 
they  are  not  part  of  the  LPDC  they  work  closely  with  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee  and  meet  with  me  on  a regular  basis. 


Please  be  informed  that  I do  not  accept  Vernon  Foster's  offer  in 
helping  me  with  my  campaign.  How  can  I work  with  Arizona  Aim  when  they 
attack  my  close  friends  and  committee.  I have  been  the  one  who  who  has 
been  in  prison  these  past  22  years.  It  is  me  who  knows  who  is  really 
trying  to  help  me  or  not.  Vernon  Foster  and  Dennis  Banks  will  not  be 
the  ones  who  decide  my  fate.  I direct  my  own  campaign,  I am  Leonard 
Peltier  and  have  that  right  to  do  so. 

Since  you  posted  this  article  on  your  web  site  and  made  it  public, 

I have  responded  the  same.  I tell  you  to  cease  all  attacks  against  my 
committee  and  members.  If  you  really  care  about  my  freedom,  you  will 
not  interfere  in  my  campaign.  If  you  do  attack  us,  I will  respond  with 
a direct  letter  to  all  Indian  People's,  solidarity  groups  and  supporters 
to  cease  any  support  to  Arizona  Aim. 

Again  the  LPDC  is  my  direct  means  of  communication  and  I can  not 
afford  any  confusion  regarding  its  validity.  Also,  I have  not  given 
permission  to  anyone  to  open  a new  office  in  Washington  D.C.  My 
authorized  lobbyist  in  DC  is  Breeze  Luetke-Stahlman  who  is  reporting  her 
activities  to  me  on  a weekly  basis. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 

In  The  Spirit  Of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 

Please  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  if  you  have  any 
questions.  Our  phone  number  is  785-842-5774  * email  lpdc@idir.net 

"RE:  Yellowstone  Bison  Management  Plan"  

Date:  Fri,  31  lul  1998  11:41:36  -0700 
From:  serena  <serena@sinclair . net> 

Subj : postings 

UUCP  email 

Hi  Gary, 

Here  are  several  articles  for  posting.  They  will  be  coming  out  in  the 
next  issue  of  On  Indian  Land  newspaper. 

thanks  for  all  the  help.  As  usual,  we  have  either  written  the  story  or 

have  permission  to  reprint. 

thanks 

serena  and  marsha. 

MAKE  YOUR  VOICE  HEARD  FOR  THE  YELLOWSTONE  BISON, 

COMMENT  SOUGHT  ON  BISON  MANAGEMENT  PLAN 

by  Pete  Murney 

The  long  awaited  draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  that  would 
determine  the  future  management  of  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  bison 
herd  was  released  in  early  Dune.  If  enacted  the  preferred  management  plan 
would  treat  the  nation's  last  wild,  free  roaming  herd  of  bison  more  like 
domestic  cattle  than  wild  animals.  This  plan  was  issued  jointly  by  the 
National  Park  Service,  National  Forest  Service,  Animal  Plant  Health 
Inspection  Services  (APHIS)  and  the  state  of  Montana. 

One  of  the  top  priorities  of  the  management  plan  is  to  control  and 
eventually  eliminate  the  disease  brucellosis  in  the  bison  herd. 
Brucellosis  spread  into  the  bison  herd  from  cattle  early  in  the  century, 
and  now  the  fear  of  the  disease  spreading  back  to  cattle  in  Montana  is 
overriding  all  other  concerns  in  the  management  of  the  largest  wild  bison 
herd  in  North  America.  The  interests  of  the  livestock  industry  are  well 
served  in  the  draft  EIS,  while  the  interests  of  Native  Americans  based  on 
their  close  relationship  with  bison  are  largely  ignored. 

This  is  the  case  despite  the  fact  that  even  the  National  Academy  of 
Sciences  has  stated  that  "the  risk  of  bison  transmitting  brucellosis  to 
cattle  is  small,  but  not  zero,"  and  that  simply  vaccinating  the  1800  head 
of  cattle  in  the  area  "would  make  the  risk  extremely  low  under  current 
conditions."  There  has  never  been  a documented  case  of  brucellosis  being 
transmitted  from  wild  bison  to  cattle,  and  the  disease  is  also  found  in 


elk  and  other  wildlife  in  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Area. 

This  bacterial  disease  causes  cattle  to  abort  their  first  fetus  after 
exposure  to  the  disease,  and  is  spread  within  cattle  herds  through  cow 
milk,  venereally,  or  through  consumption  of  fetal  afterbirth  material. 
Therefore,  according  to  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Inter-Agency  Brucellosis 
Committee  "transmission  from  bison  to  cattle  is  almost  certainly  confined 
to  contamination  by  a birth  event  by  adult  females."  To  spread  the  disease 
the  consumed  fetal  material  would  have  to  come  from  and  actively  infected 
bison.  In  the  winter  of  1996-97  less  than  3%  of  the  bison  sent  to 
slaughter  that  were  cultured  brucellosis  showed  signs  of  active  infection. 
The  blood  test  carried  out  on  live  bison  to  determine  if  they  have 
brucellosis  only  indicates  whether  they  have  been  exposed  to  the  disease, 
not  if  they  carry  it  in  an  actively  contagious  form. 

Even  if  brucellosis  were  somehow  completely  eradicated  within  the  bison 
herd,  the  risk  to  the  cattle  in  the  area  would  not  be  eliminated,  due  to 
the  presence  of  brucellosis  in  elk  and  other  wildlife.  These  facts  have 
not  prevented  bison  from  being  routinely  shot  on  sight  before  being  tested 
for  brucellosis  when  they  leave  the  park  boundaries.  Nor  has  it  prevented 
the  slaughter  of  bison  bulls  and  calves  that  are  not  capable  of  spreading 
the  disease. 

The  current  "zero  tolerance"  policy  for  bison  migrating  out  of  the  park 
into  Montana  has  led  to  the  slaughter  of  about  1800  bison  by  the 
Department  of  Livestock  over  the  past  four  winters.  In  the  severely  harsh 
winter  of  1996-97  alone  almost  1100  bison  were  either  shot  on  sight  or 
shipped  to  slaughter  when  they  left  the  park  looking  for  food  at  lower 
elevations.  This  has  occurred  under  the  orders  of  APHIS  in  order  for 
Montana  to  keep  its  "brucellosis  free"  status,  even  though  the  far  more 
numerous  elk  herds  have  been  allowed  to  migrate  in  and  out  of  the  park 
freely.  The  current  alternatives  in  the  EIS  will  continue  this  policy  of 
slaughtering  bison  to  control  a disease  that  is  prevalent  in  other 
wildlife  and  that  presents  little  risk  to  cattle,  especially  if  the  cattle 
are  vaccinated. 

The  management  plan  for  the  Yellowstone  bison  is  of  special  importance 
to  the  tribes  of  the  great  plains,  whose  close  bond  with  the  bison  has 
continued  even  through  the  long  years  of  slaughter  and  near  extermination 
of  the  bison.  Over  60  million  wild  bison  once  roamed  the  great  plains  of 
North  America  and  the  tribal  nations  of  the  plains  depended  on  the  bison 
for  their  physical  and  spiritual  sustenance.  The  destruction  of  buffalo 
herds  and  the  associated  devastation  to  the  plains  tribes  disrupted  the 
self-sufficient  lifestyles  of  plains  Indian  people  more  than  any  other 
federal  policy.  In  the  1870s  General  Phil  Sheridan  made  this  policy 
explicit  when  he  said,  "Let  them  (buffalo  hunters)  kill,  skin  and  sell 
until  the  buffaloes  are  exterminated.  Then  your  prairies  can  be  covered 
with  speckled  cattle." 

The  destruction  of  the  "Indian's  commissary"  was  an  essential  part  of 
the  military  strategy  to  drive  the  plains  tribes  from  their  lands.  The 
result  of  this  policy  was  the  near  extermination  of  the  bison  in  North 
America  and  the  military  defeat  of  the  plains  tribes.  The  tribes  lost  more 
than  just  their  "commissary,"  however.  In  the  words  of  Poncho  Bigby,  the 
director  of  natural  resources  for  the  Fort  Belknap  Assiniboine,  "when  the 
whites  exterminated  the  herds,  they  didn't  just  take  our  grocery  store, 
they  annihilated  our  church." 

This  close  connection  between  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  plains  and  the 
bison  continues  today  in  the  work  of  the  Intertribal  Bison  Cooperative 
(ITBC)  to  reintroduce  bison  herds  onto  tribal  lands  and  in  their  concern 
for  the  proper  and  respectful  management  of  the  Yellowstone  bison  herd.  As 
Fred  Debray,  of  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux,  and  former  director  of  the  ITBC 
has  said,  "buffalo  represent  the  very  essence  of  our  culture  and  define 
who  we  are.  While  the  world  around  us  has  changed,  our  spiritual  and 
cultural  link  to  the  buffalo  remains  unbroken  and  eternal." 

The  slaughter  of  bison  in  the  winter  of  1996-97  was  responsible  for 
killing  off  almost  one  third  of  the  Yellowstone  herd.  Many  people  were 
reminded  of  the  historic  slaughters  of  the  past,  and  protests  escalated  as 
the  killings  continued  throughout  the  winter.  On  March  6,  1997,  ITBC  and 
other  Native  American  elders  from  many  tribes  held  a National  Day  of 


Prayer  for  the  bison.  Over  100  gathered  at  the  entrance  to  Yellowstone 
Park  for  the  ceremony  conducted  by  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  19th  Generation 
Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  Keeper,  and  loe  Chasing  Horse  from  the 
Oglala  Lakota  Nation. 

Throughout  the  winter  the  ITBC  met  with  federal  and  state  officials 
offering  alternative  solutions  to  the  bison  crises.  The  ITBC  offered  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  shipping  bison  testing  negative  for  brucellosis  to  a 
quarantine  facility  located  on  the  Fort  Belknap  Reservation  in  eastern 
Montana.  This  quarantine  facility  would  meet  and  go  beyond  the  guidelines 
set  by  APHIS.  From  there  the  bison  would  have  been  shipped  out  to  various 
reservations  where  bison  herds  are  being  reestablished.  This  solution  not 
only  would  have  kept  the  bison  from  being  slaughtered  it  also  would  have 
helped  tribal  organizations  in  their  efforts  to  establish  bison  herds  for 
the  economic,  cultural  and  spiritual  benefit  of  their  people. 

This  solution  was  not  implemented  in  the  winter  of  1996-97,  and  it  has 
not  even  received  consideration  in  the  various  alternatives  within  the 
draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement.  The  draft  EIS  is  flawed  due  to  its 
failure  to  recognize  Native  Americans'  special  relationship  with  the  bison 
and  to  coordinate  management  policy  with  the  ITBC  and  individual  tribes 
that  have  experience  in  managing  bison  on  their  lands.  Tribal  governments 
and  organizations  are  denied  meaningful  participation  in  the  management  of 
the  last  wild  bison  herd,  so  that  livestock  bureaucrats  in  Montana  can 
continue  to  dictate  policy  for  these  wild  animals  when  they  leave  the  park 
boundaries . 

In  order  to  develop  an  approach  to  managing  the  bison  that  meets  the 
needs  of  all  affected  interests,  including,  but  not  limited  to  livestock 
producers,  the  ITBC  and  the  National  Wildlife  Federation  have  put  forth 
their  own  management  proposal.  This  proposal  includes  establishing  a 
research/health  certification  center  at  Fort  Belknap  to  relocate  disease 
free  bison  to  tribal  lands  and  public  lands.  This  option  is  for  the  bison 
which  need  to  be  removed  from  private  lands  outside  of  the  park.  Those 
bison  that  do  test  positive  should  not  be  killed  as  the  draft  EIS 
alternatives  call  for,  but  should  be  placed  into  a research  program  where 
non-lethal  tests  can  be  developed  to  discriminate  contagious  from  non- 
contagious  animals. 

Bison  should  also  be  allowed  to  migrate  to  public  lands  (mostly  National 
Forest)  outside  of  the  park.  All  other  wildlife,  within  the  park  are 
allowed  to  do  this  except  bison.  Wild  bison  should  be  managed  as  wild  life 
by  wildlife  agencies  and  scientists,  not  as  livestock  by  livestock 
bureaucrats.  There  is  virtually  no  risk  of  brucellosis  transmission  in 
mid-winter  when  bison  migrate  to  winter  range  at  lower  elevations  outside 
of  the  park.  If  necessary,  the  grazing  times  of  cattle  on  public  lands  can 
be  adjusted  so  that  there  is  no  potential  overlap  between  when  bison  may 
be  calving  on  these  lands  (normally  in  April)  and  when  cattle  are  moved  on 
to  these  lands  (often  not  until  Duly).  Additional  winter  range  and  key 
migration  routes  for  bison  outside  the  park  should  be  acquired  as  well. 

These  management  actions  combined  with  the  mandatory  vaccination  of  all 
the  cattle  in  the  area  can  reduce  any  risk  of  brucellosis  spreading  from 
bison  to  cattle,  while  still  allowing  bison  to  migrate  out  of  the  park  in 
the  winter.  Montana  does  not  currently  require  vaccination  of  all  cattle 
in  the  Yellowstone  area.  The  current  vaccine  is  inexpensive  and  can  easily 
be  provided  by  the  $60  million  APHIS  spends  on  brucellosis  control 
annually. 

No  alternatives  within  the  draft  EIS  require  vaccination  of  all  cattle 
in  the  area  of  Montana.  Some  of  the  alternatives  within  the  EIS  do  call 
for  vaccination  of  bison  within  Yellowstone  National  Park  even  though 
there  is  not  a safe  and  effective  vaccine  for  bison  at  this  time.  No 
vaccination  program  for  bison  should  be  implemented  until  a safe  and 
effective  vaccine  for  wildlife  is  developed. 

Please  suggest  these  common  sense  proposals  for  managing  the  Yellowstone 
bison  herd  when  you  comment  on  the  draft  EIS.  The  government  and  livestock 
agencies  have  had  eighty  years  to  control  the  brucellosis  their  "speckled 
cattle"  brought  into  this  country.  It's  time  to  let  the  tribes  help  clear 
up  this  disease  in  the  survivors  of  the  last  wild  bison,  so  that  all 
future  generations  may  enjoy  these  sacred  animals. 


PUBLIC  COMMENT  ON  THE  DRAFT  EIS  WILL  BE  TAKEN  UNTIL  OCTOBER  16,  1998. 

To  obtain  a summary  of  the  draft  EIS  and  information  on  dates  and 
locations  of  public  meetings,  contact  Bison  Management  Plan  EIS  Team, 
National  Park  Service,  Sarah  Branson  DSC-RP,  PO  Box  2527,  Denver  CO  80225- 
9901.  Comment  letters  may  be  sent  to  the  same  address  or  may  be  sent 
electronically  via  the  National  Park  Service's  website  at 
http://www.nps.gOv/htdocs2/planning/yell/eis/8.htm. 

For  more  information  on  the  Intertribal  Bison  Cooperative  and  National 
Wildlife  Federation's  proposal  for  bison  management  contact:  National 
Wildlife  Federation,  Buffalo  Team,  2260  Baseline  Road,  Boulder  CO  80302. 
Phone:  (303)  786-8001,  ext.  22,  website:  www.nwf.org.  Or  the  ITBC,  PO  Box 
8105,  Rapid  City  SD  57709-8105.  Phone:  (605)  394-7742, 
website:  www. intert riba 1 bison . org. 

The  author  is  an  intern  with  the  InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative  and 
National  Wildlife  Federation.  Reprinted,  with  permission  of  the  author, 
from  On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111.  (206)  525-5086. 
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MATTAPONI  INDIAN  TRIBE  OPPOSES  RIVER  DIVERSION: 

THEIR  SHAD  FISHERY  IS  ENDANGERED 

"No  English  shall  Seat  or  Plant  nearer  then  Three  miles  of  any  Indian 
Town;  and  whosoever  hath  made,  or  shall  make  any  Encroachment  upon  their 

Lands,  shall  be  removed  from  thence."  Treaty  at  Middle  Plantation, 

Articles  of  Peace  between  King  Charles  II  of  Great  Britain  and 

Indians  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  signed  May  29,  1677. 

by  Marsha  Shaiman 

The  Mattaponi  Indian  Tribe  of  Virginia  have  fished  for  shad  on  the 
Mattaponi  River  for  more  than  300  years.  They  have  a small  shad  hatchery 
and  have  applied  for  funding  to  expand  the  facility.  Now,  their  annual 
spring  fishing  season  is  threatened  by  a proposed  waterworks  project  which 
would  pump  up  to  75  million  gallons  of  freshwater  per  day  from  the  River, 
nearly  40%  of  total  capacity,  to  a 1,526-acre  reservoir.  So  concerned  are 
the  Mattaponi,  for  the  fish  and  wildlife  which  would  be  impacted  by  the 
water  withdrawal  and  reservoir  construction,  that  they  are  carving  a 30' 
high  spirit  pole  to  protect  them. 

Sixty  of  the  approximately  450  Mattaponi  live  on  their  150  acre 
reservation,  on  the  Mattaponi  River,  created  from  land  reserved  for  them 
by  a 1658  act  of  the  Virginia  Assembly.  The  River,  which  empties  into 
Chesapeake  Bay,  has  been  described  as  part  of  "the  last  pristine  brackish 
ecosystem  on  the  Eastern  Seaboard." 

Their  1677  peace  treaty  with  King  Charles  II  of  Great  Britain  guarantees 
the  Mattaponi  "Oystering  fishing  and  gathering"  rights  and  sets  a three 
mile  non-encroachment  buffer  around  their  lands.  The  Indians  agreed  that 
"in  the  Month  of  March  every  year"  they  will  pay  a "Tribute  of  Twenty 
Beaver  Skins  to  the  Governor"  and  "Three  Indian  Arrows." 

Since  signing  the  treaty,  the  Tribe  has  faithfully  paid  their  annual 
tribute,  which  has  been  accepted  by  the  Commonwealth.  The  state 
acknowledges  the  treaty  and  the  Tribe's  sovereignty  by  not  taxing  tribal 
lands.  However,  Dim  Gilmore,  Governor  of  Virginia,  said,  when  he  was 
Virginia  Attorney  General,  that  the  1677  treaty  is  void  and  a newsletter 
from  the  developers  says  that  the  treaty  has  "no  relevance  to  life  in 
Virginia  at  the  threshold  of  the  21st  century." 

The  town  of  Newport  News,  located  in  King  William  County,  in  southeast 
Virginia,  is  proposing  the  waterworks  project  which  would  encroach  on  the 
treaty  mandated  three  mile  buffer  zone  around  the  reservation.  Newport 
News  Waterworks  plans  to  build  a 78  foot  high,  1,700  foot  long  earthen  dam 
on  Cohoke  Creek,  forming  the  King  William  Reservoir,  which  would  hold  12.2 


billion  gallons.  Damming  the  Creek  would  flood  over  400  acres  of  protected 
wetlands.  A pumping  station  would  replenish  the  reservoir  from  the 
Mattaponi  River  at  a rate  of  up  to  75  million  gallons  per  day. 

"It's  inevitable  that  it  would  be  the  end,  that  it  would  mean  the  demise 
of  the  tribe/'  says  Carl  Custalow,  Mattaponi  Vice-Chief , about  the 
potential  destruction  of  the  shad  fishery  by  the  waterworks  project.  He 
also  says  that  8,000  years  ago  the  Mattaponi  camped  and  left  tools  and 
other  artifacts  in  the  wetlands  which  will  be  flooded  by  the  project.  This 
area  was  the  home  of  Pocahontas,  and  many  of  the  sites  are  important  to 
both  the  Mattaponi  and  the  Pamunkey  Tribes.  Construction  of  the  reservoir 
would  flood  over  100  Indian  villages.  Burials  would  be  disturbed.  The 
National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation  says,  "The  area  is  potentially 
significant  as  a traditional  cultural  property  eligible  for  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places." 

American  Rivers  has  placed  the  Mattaponi  River  on  their  Twenty  Most 
Endangered  Rivers  list  because  of  the  damage  the  waterworks  will  cause: 

"Numerous  historic  cultural  and  archaeological  resources  grace  the  river. 
. . the  Mattaponi  and  Pamunkey  Tribes  have  relied  on  the  river  and  its 
resources  for  sustenance.  Native  American  artifacts  and  remains  of  the 
rural  historic  landscape  abound  in  the  area.  The  Mattaponi  Tribe  regards 
the  river  as  the  lifeblood  of  its  nation." 

"The  project  would  drain,  fill,  excavate,  or  flood  more  than  437  acres 
of  sensitive  wetlands  and  destroy  nearly  1,400  acres  of  upland  habitat, 
further  threatening  rare  plants  and  bald  eagle  habitat...  Massive  water 
withdrawal  could  drive  up  salinity  levels  in  the  Mattaponi...  Cumulatively, 
this  would  devastate  the  nursery  areas  of  anadromous  shad  and  herring." 

The  final  Environmental  Impact  Statement  has  already  been  issued  on  the 
waterworks  project  and  the  state  Water  Control  Board  has  approved  the 
project.  The  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  must  grant  a 404  permit  under  the 
Clean  Water  Act,  because  the  project  will  flood  federally  protected 
wetlands.  According  to  Pam  Painter,  who  is  evaluating  the  project  for  the 
corps,  they  will  probably  not  make  a decision  on  the  project  until  next 
year. 

The  National  Environmental  Justice  Advisory  Council,  operating  under 
President  Clinton's  Executive  Order  12898  on  Environmental  Justice,  passed 
a resolution  requesting  that  a supplemental  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
be  written,  describing  the  impact  on  the  Indian  communities  in  the  project 
area.  The  Environmental  Protection  Agency  has  also  called  for  a 
supplemental  EIS  to  address  issues,  including  Environmental  Justice  and 
salinity  impacts  on  the  plants  and  animals  as  a result  of  freshwater 
withdrawal . 

The  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  says  the  project  would  be  "extremely 
detrimental  to  Southeast  Virginia's  fish  and  wildlife  resources."  They 
recommend  against  issuing  a permit  to  destroy  the  wetlands  area  for 
project  construction,  "...because  the  King  William  Reservoir...  will 
result  in  substantial  and  unacceptable  impacts  to  aquatic  resources  of 
national  importance." 

Independent  studies  concerning  the  water  needs  of  King  William  County 
and  surrounding  areas  contradict  results  of  studies  by  Newport  News,  which 
predict  a deficit  of  nearly  40  million  gallons  of  water  per  day  by  2040. 

Two  studies  commissioned  by  conservation  organizations  more  than  a year 
ago  said  that  the  town  had  overstated  their  water  need. 

A new  study  commissioned  by  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  predicted  a 
water  deficit  of  about  16  to  19  million  gallons  per  day,  half  that  claimed 
by  Newport  News.  The  study  stated,  "The  assumptions  used  seem  to  be  overly 
optimistic  about  future  growth  in  population  and  economic  activities  and 
generally  pessimistic  about  the  yield  of  available  supplies." 

Release  of  the  new  report  has  prompted  responses.  Mattaponi  Carl 
Custalow  stated,  "We've  contended  all  along  that  the  figures  were  inflated, 
" and  Albert  Pollard  of  the  Sierra  Club  said,  "It  was  a taxpayer-funded 
water  grab  from  the  beginning,  and  remains  so  today." 

An  environmental  impact  study  done  by  Newport  News  says  that  the  city 
can  deal  with  a deficit  of  up  to  21.2  million  gallons  per  day  without 
building  the  waterworks  project.  Conservation  and  groundwater 
desalinization  are  two  options  mentioned. 


Despite  the  concerns  of  the  Mattaponi  Tribe,  government  agencies,  and 
conservation  organizations,  officials  from  both  King  William  County  and 
the  town  of  Newport  News  claim  the  waterworks  project  will  not  harm  the 
Tribe  or  the  environment.  The  Newport  News  mayor  reports  that  the  town  is 
working  with  the  Mattaponi  Tribe  to  preserve  artifacts  removed  from  the 
project  area  and  a King  William  County  administrator  claims  the  project 
will  not  harm  the  environment  or  the  Tribe.  To  help  stop  this  project, 
send  a comment  letter  to  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Regulatory  Branch, 

Pam  Painter,  803  Front  Street,  Norfolk  VA  23510.  Phone:  (757)  441-7654. 

The  following  are  some  major  points  you  can  use: 

1)  The  Mattaponi  and  Pamunkey  Indian  Tribes  have  treaty  protected 
fishing  and  gathering  rights  which  would  be  violated  by  the  waterworks. 

2)  Over  100  archaeological  sites  important  to  the  Mattaponi  and  Pamunkey 
Tribes,  including  villages,  camping  sites  and  burial  grounds,  will  be 
destroyed . 

3)  Diversion  of  nearly  40%  of  the  water  from  the  Mattaponi  River 
threatens  shad  spawning  grounds  through  increased  salinity  further 
upstream.  This  is  a direct  threat  to  Mattaponi  tribal  culture. 

4)  Recent  studies  show  the  project  is  not  needed  to  fulfill  water  needs 
for  the  area.  Newport  News  overestimated  water  needs  and  ignored 
alternatives  such  as  water  conservation,  desalination  and  wastewater 
recycling. 

5)  The  project  would  inundate  over  400  acres  of  federally  protected 
wetlands,  the  largest  loss  of  wetlands  in  Virginia.  It  will  flood 
populations  of  threatened  plants  and  bald  eagle  habitat. 

6)  Dioxin  is  in  a nearby  landfill  and  could  leach  into  the  reservoir. 

The  risk  of  cancer  from  eating  fish  caught  there  has  been  ignored. 

7)  The  project  area  has  never  been  evaluated  for  Traditional  Cultural 
Properties,  such  as  sites  of  importance  to  the  Mattaponi  and  Pamunkey 
Tribes,  which  may  qualify  for  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 
Sites  which  qualify  may  obtain  some  protection  from  destruction. 

For  more  information  contact:  Carl  Custalow,  Mattaponi  Indian  Tribe 
(804)  769-4507;  Warren  Cook,  Pamunkey  Indian  Tribe:  (804)  769-4767; 

Sierra  Club,  Virginia  Beach  Office  (804)  225-9113. 

Special  thanks  to  Sharon  Saari,  of  Newport  News,  Virginia,  who  supplied 
a lot  of  the  original  information  for  this  article. 

Reprinted,  with  permission  of  the  author,  from  On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104, 
Seattle  WA  98111.  (206)  525-5086 
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Original  message  follows  

>From:  Native  Americas  Magazine  <native_amerias(3cornell .edu> 

Sub j : Amazonian  Indians  Fight  U.S.  Over  Plant  Patent 

The  following  article  appears  in  a recent  issue  of  Native  Americas, 
published  by  the  Akwe:kon  Press  at  Cornell  University.  An  award-winning 
hemispheric  publication.  Native  Americas  provides  indigenous  peoples 
with  a critical  examination  of  issues  and  events  that  affect  Native 
communities.  For  more  information  on  how  to  stay  informed  of  emerging 
trends  that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the  hemisphere  contact  us 
at  the  address  listed  below. 

AMAZONIAN  INDIANS  FIGHT  U.S.  OVER  PLANT  PATENT 

At  an  international  meeting  on  biodiversity  protection  toward  the  end  of 
1996,  Native  participants  talked  about  putting  out  a special  publication 
highlighting  their  opposition  to  corporate  patenting  of  living  things. 
Although  the  publication  was  never  produced,  it  was  given  a name:  "The 


Ayahuasca . " 

Ayahuasca,  on  yage,  is  a plant  found  throughout  the  Amazon  and  is  the 
source  of  a powerful  drug  used  in  sacred  ceremonies  by  many  Amazonian 
peoples.  In  1996  Native  peoples  learned  that  the  U.S.  Patent  and 
Trademark  Office  had  granted  a U.S.  corporation  a plant  patent  over  a 
variety  of  ayahuasca  taken  directly  from  an  indigenous  person's  garden 
in  Ecuador.  Since  then,  ayahuasca  has  become  a powerful  symbol  not  only 
of  the  threat  to  Native  rights  and  traditions  from  the  patent  system, 
but  also  of  the  growing  resistance  to  life  patents  among  Native 
communities . 

The  latest  development  in  the  story  of  ayahuasca  came  in  February  when 
the  Inter-American  Foundation  stepped  into  the  fray.  The  Inter-American 
Foundation,  or  IAF,  is  an  arm  of  the  U.S.  government  supporting 
international  development  through  funding  of  community-based  projects. 
The  IAF  has  long  been  a supporter  of  COICA,  the  Coordinating  Body  of 
Indigenous  Peoples'  Organizations  in  the  Amazon  Basin,  but  the  IAF  has 
taken  exception  to  the  means  chosen  by  the  coordinating  body  to 
denounce  the  ayahuasca  patent.  Now,  ayahuasca  is  becoming  a symbol  of 
the  gulf  between  indigenous  peoples  and  governments  on  the  issue  of 
life  patents. 

The  plant  patent  granted  to  Loren  Miller  of  the  International  Plant 
Medicine  Corp.,  gives  him  an  exclusive  monopoly  to  breed  and  sell 
ayahuasca  within  the  United  States  and  any  other  state  recognizing  U.S. 
patents.  Miller  refused  requests  from  indigenous  groups  to  give  up  the 
patent,  saying  he  is  within  his  rights  and  will  use  the  plant  to 
develop  pharmaceuticals  for  sale. 

In  response,  the  1996  COICA  annual  general  assembly  in  Georgetown, 
Guyana,  adopted  a major  policy  resolution  warning  other  indigenous 
peoples  about  the  Plant  Medicine  Corp.,  declared  Miller  "an  enemy  of 
indigenous  peoples  in  the  Amazon  Basin,"  and  prohibited  his  entrance 
into  indigenous  territories  in  the  Amazon  Basin.  COICA  later  stated 
that  it  would  not  be  responsible  for  "the  physical  security  of  Mr. 

Miller  and  the  officials  of  his  company  if  they  enter  into  indigenous 
territory  of  the  Amazon  Basin." 

In  February,  officials  with  IAF,  which  has  provided  more  than  a $1 
million  in  support  to  COICA,  met  with  COICA  coordinator  Antonio 
lacanamijoy  to  ask  for  a retraction  of  the  resolution,  lacanami joy,  who 
said  that  the  resolution  was  an  accurate  reflection  of  the  seriousness 
of  the  offense  by  Miller,  but  not  a threat,  refused  to  retract  the 
resolution.  In  response,  the  IAF  terminated  all  funding  to  COICA. 

In  a letter  to  COICA,  dated  March  8,  IAF  President  George  Evans  said 
the  IAF's  decision  was  based  not  on  the  patent  question,  but  on  what  it 
considers  "reprehensible  and  unacceptable"  statements  by  COICA.  The 
letter  says,  "The  Inter-American  Foundation  will  not  have  any  financial 
relation,  nor  'solidarity'  with  COICA  or  any  other  organization  that 
mainta=Alns  as  legitimate  political  resolutions  those  that  were  adopted 
at  Georgetown,  Guyana,  in  May  1996  . . . The  Inter-American  Foundation 
considers  the  resolution  adopted  by  COICA  in  respect  to  Mr.  Miller  as  a 
threat  against  the  security  and  well-being  of  Mr.  Miller  and  officials 
of  his  company  and  that  the  same  is  completely  contrary  to  the  values 
of  the  Inter-American  Foundation  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  America." 

COICA  has  denounced  IAF  for  interfering  in  the  patent  debate  in  favour 
of  Loren  Miller.  According  to  lacanamijoy,  IAF's  decision  to  cancel 
funding  "does  no  more  than  confirm  our  suspicions"  that  the  IAF 
"unconditionally  defends  the  economic  interests  of  Mr.  Miller  (and 
therefore  the  prevailing  systems  of  intellectual  property),  without 
listening  to  our  reasons  and  against  the  opinion  of  many  North  American 
citizens . " 

Patenting  of  living  things  is  becoming  increasingly  common  in  the  U.S. 
and  in  other  industrialized  states  in  the  North.  However,  few 
governments  in  the  biodiversly  rich  Southern  hemisphere  currently  allow 
such  monopolies. 

Significantly,  the  ayahuasca  patent  was  exposed  just  as  the  Ecuadorian 
government  was  about  to  pass  a bilateral  intellectual  property  agreement 


with  the  U.S.  that  would  have  introduced  U.S. -style  patent  laws  to 
Ecuador.  After  a coalition  of  indigenous  and  environmental  organizations 
denounced  the  ayahuasca  patent,  the  Ecuadorian  government  refused  to  sign 
the  agreement.  Now  the  U.S.  is  reported  to  have  threatened  trade 
sanctions  against  Ecuador  if  it  does  not  sign  the  agreement. 

lacanamijoy  said  indigenous  peoples  are  also  feeling  this  pressure.  In 
addition  to  losing  funding  from  the  IAF,  the  coordinating  body  reports 
that  it  has  been  contacted  by  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Quito,  which  has  also 
asked  for  a retraction  of  the  Georgetown  resolution.  However, 
lacanamijoy  said  the  U.S.  government  has  underestimated  indigenous 
opposition  to  such  patents:  "In  spite  of  the  pressures  that  come  to  be 
exercised  on  our  organization,  we  will  follow  ahead  with  our  autonomous 
policy  in  defense  of  our  rights  as  we  have  always  done."=20 
-Craig  Benjamin  / Native  Americas 

"Now  we  have  our  own  journal  to  discuss  and  examine  Indigenous  issues  - a 
forum  for  some  of  the  best  thinkers  in  the  Native  Americas  to  share 
their  insight  with  you."  Wilma  Mankiller 

Native  Americas  Magazine 

c/o  Akwe:kon  Press 

American  Indian  Program 

Cornell  University 

300  Caldwell  Hall 

Ithaca,  New  York  14853-2602 

Telephone:  (800)  9-NATIVE  or  (607)  255-4308 

or  (607)  255-0185 

Email : native_americas@cornell . edu 

URL : http: //nativeamericas .aip.cornell.edu 
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MEDICINE  LAKE  HIGHLANDS:  SACRED  SITE  AND  PROPOSED  POWER  PLANT 

Continued  development  of  any  kind  in  the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands, 
including  the  proposed  Project,  would  adversely  affect  the  spiritual 
significance  of  the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands  as  a whole  sacred  site..." 
"...no  established  educational,  religious  or  scientific  uses  of  the  area 

would  be  adversely  affected  by  the  Project..."  DEIS/EIR  for 

Telephone  Flat  Geothermal  Project 

by  Marsha  Shaiman 

Proposals  to  construct  two  geothermal  power  plants  on  sacred  Indian 
lands  in  the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands  area  of  northern  California  continue 
to  move  forward.  The  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement/  Environmental 
Impact  Report  (DEIS/EIR)  for  the  Telephone  Flat  project  was  released  in 
May  1998,  with  an  August  24,  1998  deadline  for  comments.  The  preface  to 
this  document  states: 

"The  Draft  EIS/EIR  concluded  that  the  following  impacts  are  adverse  and 
cannot  be  mitigated  to  less  than  significant  levels:  the  Project  will 
affect  Native  American  traditional  uses  of  the  area;  and  the  Project  will 
disproportionately  affect  the  Native  American  minority  population, 
resulting  in  an  Environmental  Dustice  impact." 

LOCAL  PEOPLE  SAY... 

The  Medicine  Lake  and  Highlands  are  sacred  to  local  Indian  tribes, 
including  the  Modoc's  of  the  Klamath/Modoc  Tribe  and  Pit  River  and  Shasta 
Tribes.  A resolution  passed  by  the  Pit  River  Tribes  concerning  the  project 
states,  "The  area  of  the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands  is  important  to  the 
cultural,  religious  practices  of  the  Ajumawi  and  Atwamsini  Bands  of  the 


Pit  Riven  Nation,  and  to  the  Pit  River  Tribe  as  a whole.  "Floyd  Buckskin, 
Pit  River  Ahjumawi,  says  the  mountains  are  considered  sacred,  "Around 
Telephone  Flat,  they  are  used  for  vision  quests  and  for  the  gathering  of 
healing  herbs.  And  there  are  also  women's  mountains,  where  they  go  to  get 
their  power." 

According  to  the  Medicine  Lake  Coalition,  "The  Medicine  Lake  Flighlands 
have  a fragile  environment  and  ecosystem.  They  are  home  to  several 
endangered  animal  and  plant  species.  Old  growth  forests,  including  red  fir 
and  lodge  pole  pine  thrive  here.  These  ancient  trees  provide  a sensitive 
habitat  for  the  martin,  northern  goshawk  and  northern  spotted  owl,  among 
others . " 

Medicine  Lake  Citizens  for  Quality  Environmental  state,  "We  feel  this 
project  is  being  promoted  now  as  a scheme  to  generate  money  for  the  BLM 
and  the  USFS.  Budget  cuts  affecting  these  agencies  are  well  known.  If  you 
follow  the  money  trail,  they  are  the  ones  who  will  be  receiving  the  cash... 
The  location  of  this  project  is  on  public  lands.  These  agencies  are 
supposed  to  manage  and  protect  these  areas  for  the  public  good.  Instead, 

BLM  and  the  USFS  are  proposing  to  desecrate  this  area  to  enhance  their  own 
coffers  in  complete  and  utter  disregard  of  the  public  trust." 

INDUSTRIALIZATION  OF  MEDICINE  LAKE  HIGHLANDS 

CalEnergy  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  proposes  to  construct,  a 48  megawatt  power 
plant  at  Telephone  Flat  within  the  volcanic  caldera  forming  Medicine  Lake. 
Transmission  lines  from  this  plant  would  connect  up  to  the  proposed  49.9 
megawatt  Fourmile  Hill  geothermal  project,  to  be  located  about  three  miles 
northwest  of  Medicine  Lake. 

Geothermal  fluid  production  and  spent  fluid  injection  activities  at 
Telephone  Flat  would  occupy  8.41  square  miles  and  total  surface 
disturbance  within  the  caldera  would  be  173  acres.  The  project  boundary  is 
less  than  a mile  southeast  of  Medicine  Lake.  Transmission  lines  would 
create  additional  disturbance. 

Prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM), 
Bonneville  Power  Administration  (BPA),  U.S.  Forest  Service  (USFS),  and 
Siskiyou  County,  the  DEIS/EIR  analyzes  impacts  of  building  the  Telephone 
Flat  project  and  of  not  building  it.  Although  the  agencies  determined  that 
the  "Environmentally  Superior  Alternative"  was  to  not  build  the  project, 
they  chose  building  it  as  their  "Preferred  Alternative. 

THE  DEIS/EIR  SAYS. . . 

Admitting  to  the  sacredness  of  the  land,  the  authors  of  the  DEIS/EIR 
have  this  to  say,  "Native  American  groups  including  the  Pit  River  Tribe, 
Modoc  Indians  of  the  Klamath  Tribes,  and  the  Shasta  Tribe  recognize  the 
Medicine  Lake  Highlands  as  a place  of  spiritual  power  and  have 
historically  used  and  continue  to  use,  the  area  for  hunting,  plant- 
gathering (food  and  medicinal),  physical  healing,  prayer,  spirit  quests 
and  other  traditional  purposes." 

"Native  American  burial  places  and  cremation  areas,  as  well  as  historic 
battlegrounds,  are  located  within  the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands.  Native 
Americans  groups  indicate  that  the  continued  encroachment  of  development 
would  adversely  affect  the  spiritual  significance  of  the  Medicine  Lake 
Highlands  as  a sacred  site." 

"The  Project  would  affect  vision  quest  sites  in  the  area  because  it 
would  alter  the  visual  (and  probably  aural)  setting  required  for 
traditional  activities  at  those  sites." 

THE  LAW  SAYS... 

President  Clinton's  Executive  Order  13007  of  1996,  on  sacred  sites, 
states,  "In  managing  Federal  lands,  each  executive  branch  agency  with 
statutory  or  administrative  responsibility  for  the  management  of  Federal 
lands  shall,  to  the  extent  practicable,  permitted  by  law,  and  not  clearly 
inconsistent  with  essential  agency  functions  (1)  accommodate  access  to  and 
ceremonial  use  of  Indian  sacred  sites  by  Indian  religious  practitioners 
and  (2)  avoid  adversely  affecting  the  physical  integrity  of  such  sacred 
sites . " 

President  Clinton's  Executive  Order  12898  of  1994,  on  Environmental 


Justice,  states,  "...each  Federal  agency  shall  make  achieving 
environmental  justice  part  of  its  mission  by  identifying  and  addressing... 
disproportionately  high  and  adverse...  environmental  effects  of  its 
programs,  policies,  and  activities  on  minority  populations..." 

WHY  BUILD  THE  PROJECT? 

According  to  Carl  Weidert,  a local  Sierra  Club  representative,  "With 
deregulation,  it's  not  clear  this  additional  energy  is  really  needed  when 
PG&E  is  unloading  power  facilities."  The  DEIS/EIR  does  not  show  a need  for 
additional  electricity  or  customers  offering  to  purchase  it.  The  Northwest 
Power  Planning  Council's  projections  for  future  power  needs  have  actually 
decreased  over  this  decade. 

Justifications  cited  for  this  project  include  the  Geothermal  Steam  Act 
of  1970  which  "encourages"  geothermal  energy  development,  and  a vague 
reference  to  an  expected  demand  for  renewable  energy.  The  DEIS/EIR  does 
not  disclose  what  the  cost  of  this  electricity  will  be,  while  implying  it 
will  be  expensive  by  citing  a survey  claiming  some  consumers  will  pay  more 
for  "green  energy." 

IMPACTS  OF  THE  PROPOSED  PROJECT:  THE  DEIS/EIR  CONCLUDES... 

Table  ES-6  summarizes  impacts  of  building  the  project  and  of  not 
building  it.  Listed  are  three  significant  impacts  of  building  the  project, 
which  cannot  be  mitigated  and  effect  only  American  Indians.  Six  cumulative 
unmitigable  impacts  are  listed  from  construction  of  both  Telephone  Flat 
and  Fourmile  Hill  and  three  of  these  effect  only  American  Indians. 

The  following  are  the  significant  impacts  of  the  Telephone  Flat  project 
and  effect  only  American  Indians: 

1)  Citing  a Pit  River  tribal  resolution,  "The  continued  encroachment  of 
development  would  adversely  affect  the  spiritual  significance  of  Medicine 
Lake  Highlands  as  a sacred  site,"  the  DEIS/EIR  concludes  "there  appears  to 
be  no  way  to  mitigate  the  effects  of  increased  development  on  the 
traditional  cultural  property  as  a whole." 

2)  The  DEIS/EIR  says,  "The  Proposed  Action  will  affect  vision  quest 
sites...  because  it  will  alter  the  visual  (and  probably  aural)  setting 
required  for  traditional  activities  at  those  sites." 

3)  The  DEIS/EIR  states,  "The  Project  would  result  in  a disproportionate 
effect,  as  determined  by  an  'Environmental  Justice'  analysis,  on  the 
Native  American  minority  population  in  the  general  area  which  has 
historically  used  the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands  for  cultural  and  spiritual 
purposes . " 

Cumulative  impacts  on  American  Indians,  from  construction  of  both 
Fourmile  Hill  and  Telephone  Flat  projects,  which  are  cited  as  significant 
and  not  subject  to  mitigation,  are: 

1)  "The  Telephone  Flat  and  Fourmile  Hill  Geothermal  Projects  would 
individually  and  cumulatively  diminish  or  alter  the  Medicine  Lake 
Highlands  as  a Native  American  sacred  site  and  a traditional  cultural 
property,  and  would  reduce  the  suitability  and  usefulness  of  specific 
sites  within  the  Highlands  for  Native  American  traditional  activities." 

2)  "Transmission  lines  for  the  projects  would  be  visible  from,  and  some 
activities  could  be  heard  at.  Native  American  traditional  use  sites." 

3)  "The  Telephone  Flat  and  Fourmile  Hill  Geothermal  Development  Projects 
would  individually  and  cumulatively  result  in  disproportionate  effects,  as 
determined  by  an  'Environmental  Justice'  analysis,  on  the  Native  American 
minority  population  in  the  general  area  which  has  historically  used  the 
Medicine  Lake  Highlands  for  cultural  and  spiritual  purposes." 

IMPACTS  OF  THE  NO  ACTION  ALTERNATIVE:  THE  DEIS/EIR  CONCLUDES... 

There  are  only  two  impacts  listed  of  not  building  the  project,  which  are 
considered  significant  and  not  subject  to  mitigation. 

The  first  claims  Siskiyou  County  would  loose  the  benefits  of  an 
increased  tax  base  and  royalties  from  project  leases.  However,  Siskiyou 
County  does  not  have  access  to  royalties  from  the  geothermal  leases 
because  the  law  requires  they  be  used  only  for  more  geothermal  development 
or  mitigation.  The  Siskiyou  County  1994  General  Plan  says  that  geothermal 


development  will  have  only  a relatively  small  positive  effect  on  taxes. 

This  same  document  also  states  that  economic  gains  from  geothermal 
development  would  be  small  compared  to  the  county's  total  economy.  The 
DEIS/EIR  lists  only  one  other  significant  impact  of  not  building  the 
project : 

"The  No  Action  Alternative  would  prevent  the  federal  government  from 
receiving  royalty  revenues  from  development  of  the  geothermal  resource 
beneath  the  Project  leases." 

CONCLUSION 

The  DEIS/EIR  is  a litany  of  the  damage  that  will  be  done  to  the  Medicine 
Lake  Highlands  and  to  the  American  Indians  who  hold  the  area  sacred.  When 
describing  project  effects  on  American  Indian  religion  and  culture,  the 
document  repeats  over  and  over  phrases  such  as,  "This  impact  is  considered 
significant  and  there  is  no  way  to  mitigate."  The  only  substantiated 
impact  of  not  building  the  project  is  that  the  federal  government  would 
forego  potential  lease  payments  and  royalties  from  the  project. 

Violations  of  American  Indian  religious  freedoms  due  to  this  project 
should  be  enough  to  stop  its  construction.  The  DEIS/EIR  makes  much  about 
using  renewable  resources,  but  sacred  sites  are  as  non-renewable  as  a 
resource  can  get.  Once  destroyed,  they  are  gone  forever.  Unfortunately, 
without  a large  public  outcry  against  the  proposed  geothermal  development 
at  Medicine  Lake  Highlands,  it  will  not  be  stopped. 

Sometime  after  the  close  of  the  comment  period,  a final  EIS/EIR  will  be 
issued  and  the  BLM  will  open  a "protest  period"  of  30  days  or  more,  for 
people  to  file  comments.  Sometime  after  that,  the  agencies  will  decide 
whether  or  not  to  go  forward  with  the  Telephone  Flat  project. 

To  get  a copy  of  the  DEIS/EIR  and  to  make  sure  you  are  on  the  mailing 
list  for  the  final  EIS/EIR  on  Telephone  Flat,  contact  Randall  Sharp  of  the 
U.S.  Forest  Service  (address  and  phone  number  below). 

To  help,  please  file  comments  by  the  August  24,  1998  deadline.  If  you 
cannot  meet  that  deadline  send  a comment  letter  in  anyway.  Write  or  email 
Randall  Sharp,  USFS/BLM  Project  Leader,  Telephone  Flat  Geothermal  Project, 
800  West  12th  St,  Alturas  CA  96101.  Phone:  (530)  233-8848,  email: 
rsharp/r5_modoc(3f  s . fed . us . 

You  can  use  the  following  as  a letter  writing  guide  (each  item  refers 
you  to  a section  in  this  article) : 

1)  The  DEIS/EIR  lists  nine  significant  impacts  from  building  the  project, 
which  cannot  be  mitigated.  Six  violate  the  religious  beliefs  and  practices 
of  the  Native  American  community  around  the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands,  who 
hold  the  area,  as  a whole,  to  be  a sacred  site  still  used  for  ceremony, 
vision  quests,  and  gathering  of  medicinal  and  other  traditional  plants. 

(see  "Impacts  of  the  Proposed  Project:  The  DEIS/EIR  Concludes") 

2)  Cite  President  Clinton's  Executive  Order  13007  on  sacred  sites  which 
states  federal  agencies  should  accommodate  Native  access  to  sacred  sites 
on  federal  lands  and  that  the  agencies  should  avoid  harming  these  sacred 
sites,  (see  "The  Law  Says") 

3)  Cite  President  Clinton's  Executive  Order  12898  on  Environmental 
Dustice  which  states  federal  agencies  should  make  achieving  environmental 
justice  part  of  their  mission,  (see  "The  Law  Says") 

4)  Sacred  sites  are  a unique  and  non-renewable  resource.  Once  destroyed, 
they  are  gone.  Forever. 

5)  The  DEIS/EIR  raises  only  one  supportable  significant  impact  of  not 
building  the  project.  Claims  of  loss  of  revenues  by  Siskiyou  County  are 
discounted  by  county  documents  and  existing  law,  leaving  the  feds  as  the 
only  financial  losers,  (see  "Impacts  of  the  No  Action  Alternative:  The 
DEIS/EIR  Concludes") 

6)  There  is  no  compelling  reason  given  for  construction  of  the  Telephone 
Flat  project  and  the  cost  of  power  from  the  project  is  not  disclosed,  but 
it  is  implied  it  will  be  expensive,  (see  "Why  Build  the  Project?") 

7)  This  unnecessary  geothermal  project  will  harm  a fragile  environment, 
home  to  several  endangered  animal  and  plant  species,  (see  "Local  People 
Say"  for  more  details) 

Please  write  to  Senator  Barbara  Boxer  (D-CA)  who  has  been  helpful  on 
other  issues  in  California  involving  Native  Americans.  Ask  her  to  actively 


oppose  both  the  Telephone  Flat  and  Founmile  Hill  geothermal  projects  in 
the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands  and  to  apply  pressure  wherever  she  can  to  stop 
the  projects.  Senator  Barbara  Boxer,  U.S.  Senate,  112  Hart  Bldg., 
Washington  DC  20510. 

For  more  information  contact  one  or  all  of  the  following: 

Floyd  Buckskin,  PO  Box  617,  Fall  River  Mills,  CA  96028. 

Phone:  (530)  336-5070. 

Klamath  Forest  Alliance,  PO  Box  820,  Etna  CA  96027. 

Phone:  (530)  467-5405. 

Medicine  Lake  Citizens  for  Quality  Environment,  lanie  Painter,  PO  Box  34, 
Mt.  Shasta  CA  96965.  Phone:  (530)  926-5514. 

Medicine  Lake  Coalition,  PO  Box  1143,  Mt.  Shasta  CA  96967. 
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HE  FOLLOWING  WAS  CIRCULATED  BY  KLAMATH  FOREST  ALLIANCE  AND  MEDICINE  LAKE 
CITIZENS  FOR  QUALITY  ENVIRONMENT 

hey  focus  on  more  environmental  issues,  but  it  can  help  you  write 
comments  on  the  proposed  geothermal  project. 

SAVE  MEDICINE  LAKE 

Comment  Letter  Guide  - Deadline  August  24,  1998 

Your  comment  letters  are  needed  now  concerning  CalEnergy's  Telephone 
Flat  Geothermal  Project.  The  Medicine  Lake  Highlands,  a uniquely  beautiful 
and  environmentally  sensitive  volcanic  region,  located  30  miles  northeast 
of  Mt.  Shasta  in  the  Shasta,  Klamath  and  Modoc  National  Forests  in 
northern  California  is  in  jeopardy.  The  following  pages  are  a guide  to  aid 
you  in  writing  your  comment  letters.  \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 

PR03ECT  DESCRIPTION: 

CalEnergy's  Telephone  Flat  Geothermal  Project  is  located  1.5  miles  east 
of  Medicine  Lake.  CalEnergy  has  proposed  a 48-megawatt  geothermal  power 
plant,  well  fields  and  pipelines.  The  project  will  encompass  approximately 
173  acres  within  the  Medicine  Lake  Volcanic  Caldera. 

RECENT  HISTORY: 

Currently  there  are  two  proposed  geothermal  projects,  the  potential 
exists  for  the  development  of  four  more  projects  in  the  area. 

Calpine  Corporation  of  San  lose,  California  has  proposed  the  Fourmile  Hill 
Project,  their  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Report  (DEIR)  was  released  last 
summer.  And  now,  CalEnergy  of  Omaha,  Nebraska  has  just  released  their 
Telephone  Flat  Project  DEIR  and  are  taking  comments  concerning  the 
proposed  project.  With  government  subsidies  and  leases  in  hand,  these 
companies  want  to  exploit  and  develop  a deep  underground  geothermal 
reservoir.  They  claim  it's  "green  energy,"  but  the  environmental  damage 
that  will  occur,  will  devastate  and  change  the  environmentally  sensitive 
Medicine  Lake  Highlands  forever.  This  is  one  place  in  our  world  that 
should  never  be  developed,  exploited  or  polluted  by  corporate  industry. 

GUIDELINES  FOR  LETTERS  OF  COMMENT: 

In  your  comments  it  is  not  enough  to  just  say  that  you  are  against  the 
project  or  against  development  in  general.  To  be  qualified  for 
consideration,  your  comments  must  include  valid  reasons  for  your 
opposition  to  the  project.  You  must  bring  up  aspects  of  the  proposed 
project  that  you  believe  will  cause  significant  adverse  effects,  the 
following  list  contains  some  of  the  adverse  effects.  If  you  have  concerns 
of  your  own,  include  them. 


OLD  GROWTH: 


The  proposed  project  is  an  LSR  (Late  Successional  Reserve  or  Old  Growth) , 
an  area  set  aside  for  wildlife  habitat  protection.  Species  of  concern 
include  pine  martens,  goshawks,  ospreys,  spotted  owls,  mule  deer.  The 
Telephone  Flat  Project  will  affect  approximately  173  acres.  The  combined 
projects  including  Fourmile  Hill  will  encompass  over  460  acres,  much  of  it 
old  growth. 

MT.  HOFFMAN  ROADLESS  AREA: 

The  proposed  project  will  significantly  impact  this  area.  Transmission 
lines,  roads  and  right-of-ways  will  disturb  wildlife  with  noise,  traffic, 
people,  and  potential  accidents  involving  wildlife  and  poaching. 

WATER  QUALITY: 

Deposits  of  cooling  tower  drift  will  settle  on  surface  waters  including 
Medicine  Lake,  Little  Medicine  Lake,  Blanch  Lake,  Bullseye  Lake  and  Paynes 
Springs.  Cooling  Tower  Drift  contains  hydrogen  sulfide,  chloride,  ammonia, 
boron,  mercury,  arsenic,  aluminum  and  other  toxic  heavy  metals  and 
chemicals . 

There  will  also  be  clay-lined  geothermal  sludge  settling  ponds.  These 
sumps  will  contain  750,000  gallons  of  toxic  geothermal  fluids,  with  the 
same  make-up  as  the  cooling  tower  drift.  Each  production  will  site  (18) 
will  have  its  own  settling  pond.  The  fresh  water  aquifer  will  be  in 
jeopardy  due  to  sump  leakages. 

AIR  QUALITY: 

Geothermal  production  produces  hydrogen  sulfide  (H2S)  which  is  the 
"rotten  egg"  odor  that  will  fill  the  air.  The  odor  impact  is  based  on  a 
25-year-old  standard.  CalEnergy  has  admitted  that  their  project  could 
produce  an  odor  level  that  exceeds  the  California  air  quality  standards. 
Cooling  tower  drift  is  also  harmful  when  settling  on  plant  and  animal 
habitat.  Boron  is  especially  harmful  at  higher  elevations  to  plant  life. 
Telephone  Flat  is  at  the  7000'  elevation. 

NOISE: 

Drilling  noise,  24  hours  a day,  7 days  a week  (90  days  per  well,  18 
planned  wells) . Drilling  will  continue  for  at  least  nine  years,  due  to 
extreme  weather  conditions,  winter  drilling  will  be  curtailed. 

Construction  noise  will  be  7 days  a week,  10  hours  a day.  Once  built  the 
power  plant  noise,  turbines,  will  be  heard  24  hours  a day,  7 days  a week, 
365  days  a year  for  50  years. 

VISUAL  QUALITY: 

The  power  plants  with  steam  plumes  well  fields  with  sumps  and  miles  of 
36  inch-diameter  above  ground  steam  pipelines  will  be  unsightly  and 
detrimental  to  the  Forest  and  Forest  visitors  experience.  The  power  plant 
and  cooling  towers  will  become  Siskiyou  County's  tallest  buildings.  A 24 
mile  long  high  voltage  transmission  line,  which  will  stand  120  feet  tall 
with  a 200  foot  wide  right-of-way  will  cut  through  the  surrounding  forest 
and  landscape. 

TRAFFIC: 

The  increased  traffic  flow  will  adversely  effect  existing  recreational 
use  and  cause  traffic  related  accidents  involving  both  humans  and  wildlife. 
The  existing  roads  are  not  adequate  or  safe  for  the  proposed  increased 
construction  traffic.  Also,  truckloads  of  hazardous  materials  used  for 
hydrogen  sulfide  abatement  will  be  transported  to  the  power  plants  over 
narrow  winding  country  roads.  Every  60  days  toxic  geothermal  fluids  must 
be  removed  to  a Class  1 disposal  site,  the  nearest  Class  1 site  is  in 
Oregon.  Road  conditions  are  at  their  worst  during  the  extreme  winter  snow 
months,  accidents  will  happen.  Siskiyou  and  Modoc  counties  do  not  have  a 
haz-mat  clean-up  team,  in  the  event  of  an  accident. 

RECREATION: 

Camping,  hunting  and  fishing  within  the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands  will  no 
longer  be  a remote  experience.  Medicine  Lake  will  no  longer  be  considered 


a "destination  recreation  area."  Industrial  traffic,  people,  noise  and 
pollution  will  be  the  norm.  Hundreds  of  acres  will  become  a "no  hunting 
zone."  Contaminated  fish  will  become  a human  health  threat  as  well  as  a 
threat  to  the  fish-eating  wildlife,  including  the  bald  eagles  and  osprey. 
Tourism  and  recreation  will  decline;  thus  causing  the  local  tourist  based 
economies  to  suffer. 

CUMULATIVE  EFFECTS: 

The  cumulative  effects  of  the  CalEnergy  and  Calpine  projects  will  be 
devastating  to  the  Highlands.  The  300-megawatt  transmission  line  will  have 
the  capability  to  handle  six  of  these  48-megawatt  power  plants;  future 
developments  must  be  addressed.  CalEnergy  must  also  address  the 
possibility  of  enlarging  their  Telephone  Flat  power  plant  to  accommodate 
additional  megawatts. 

OTHER  CONCERNS: 

There  are  several  other  concerns  surrounding  geothermal  development 
including:  degradation  of  Native  American  traditional  and  cultural  values, 
the  economic  feasibility  of  the  projects,  and  alternatives  to  geothermal 
development  and  conservation.  The  power  generated  from  CalEnergy' s 
Telephone  Flat  project  will  not  even  benefit  the  citizens  of  California, 
who  will  be  paying  the  high  price  of  environmental  destruction,  but  will 
be  sold  to  Oregon. 

SUMMARY: 

In  summary,  these  are  just  a few  of  the  adverse  effects  that  will 
accompany  the  proposed  geothermal  development.  These  proposed  projects  are 
very  large  in  a very  sensitive  area  with  the  potential  to  cause 
significant  long-term  negative  impacts  to  the  environment,  wildlife, 
vegetation,  recreation  and  the  quality  of  life. 

We  urge  you  to  make  your  voice  heard,  please  comment  and  save  Medicine 
Lake  for  future  generations  of  wildlife  and  humans  alike. 

Please  send  comment  letters  to: 

Randall  Sharp 
USFS/BLM  Project  Leader 
Telephone  Flat  Geothermal  Project 
800  West  12th  Street 
Alturas  CA  96101 

email:  rsharp/r5_modoc@fs.fed.us 

Phone:  (530)  233-8848 

From: 

Medicine  Lake  Citizens  for  Quality  Environment 
PO  Box  34 

Mt.  Shasta  CA  96067 
Phone:  (530)  926-5514. 

"RE : Exxon  vs  Chippewa  in  Wisconsin"  

From:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  30  3ul  1998  09:47:58  EDT 

Sub j : Exxon  and  the  Chippewa  in  Wise 

UUCP  email 

The  following  article  appears  in  a recent  issue  of  _Native  Americas_, 
published  by  the  Akwe:kon  Press  at  Cornell  University.  An  award-winning 
hemispheric  publication,  _Native  Americas_  provides  indigenous  peoples 
with  a critical  examination  of  issues  and  events  that  affect  Native 
communities.  For  more  information  on  how  to  stay  informed  of  emerging 
trends  that  impact  Native  peoples  throughout  the  hemisphere  contact  us  at 
the  address  listed  below. 

Exxon  vs  Chippewas  in  Wisconsin 

Native  Americans  in  northern  Wisconsin  have  united  with 
neighboring  non-Indians  to  fight  an  Exxon  bid  to  carve  what  could  be 


one  of  the  world's  largest  sulfide  mines  near  an  area  where  the  Native 
people  exercise  their  treaty  rights  to  hunt,  fish  and  gather  wild 
rice. 

The  political  movement  has  grown  out  of  mining  resistance  in  this  area 
and  calls  itself  The  Watershed  Alliance  to  End  Environmental  Racism. 

WATER  has  been  going  head-to-head  with  Exxon  lobbyists  in  the  Wisconsin 
Statehouse  over  a proposed  mining  moratorium. 

Opposition  to  mining  was  stoked  further  as  Wisconsin  residents  learned 
what  the  mining  wastes  could  do  to  the  earth  from  which  they  wrest 
their  lives.  Metallic  sulfides,  combined  with  air  and  water,  can  create 
sulfuric  acid,  as  well  as  residues  of  several  toxic  metals,  including 
mercury,  lead,  and  arsenic. 

Exxon  proposed  to  dump  its  mine  wastes  into  a 350-acre  waste  pond  that 
would  reach,  in  some  locations,  to  within  15  feet  of  the  water  table, 
raising  fears  that  sulfuric  acid  and  heavy  metals  would  leach  into 
local  water  supplies.  These  waters  are  used  not  only  for  bathing, 
drinking,  and  cooking,  but  they  also  sustain  the  local  Chippewa  with 
fish  and  wild  rice,  a cash  crop  and  sacred  part  of  Sokaogon  Chippewa 
religious  life.  The  wild  rice  is  referred  to  as  the  creator's  gift. 

Native  Americans  in  the  area  realized  that  if  the  mine  was  built,  their 
drinking  water  and  their  harvest  could  become  inedibly  toxic. 

The  conflict  over  sulfide  mining  in  Wisconsin  began  more  than  two 
decades  ago.  In  1975,  Exxon  Minerals  Co.  located  one  of  the  largest 
zinc-copper  sulfide  deposits  in  North  America  adjacent  to  the  Mole  Lake 
Sokaogon  Chippewa  reservation  near  Crandon,  Wis.  Company  plans  call  for 
extraction  of  roughly  50  million  tons  of  sulfide  ore  over  the  life  of 
the  mine,  about  30  years.  The  volume  of  this  waste  would  fill  Egypt's 
Great  Pyramid  10  times. 

The  environmental  alliance  against  sulfide  mining  in  the  area  began  in 
earnest  during  the  1980s  when  Kennecott  Copper,  now  owned  by  Rio  Tinto 
Zinc,  developed  plans  for  an  open-pit  copper  sulfide  mine  near 
Ladysmith,  Wis.  In  1993,  a small  mine  was  started  on  this  site  and 
local  opponents  feared  that  a larger  mine  operated  by  Exxon  would  be 
next.  The  proposed  mine  site  borders  land  guaranteed  to  the  Sokaogon 
Chippewa  by  a treaty  in  1855. 

Once  word  of  the  mine's  possible  effects  spread,  sportsmen's  groups, 
many  of  which  had  opposed  local  Native  Americans'  fishing  rights  a few 
years  ago,  came  to  the  aid  of  the  cause,  knowing  their  access  to 
healthy  wildlife  was  also  threatened.  The  Chippewas  have  also  been 
joined  by  several  non-Indian  environmental  groups,  such  as  the  Green 
Party. 

Exxon  replied  that  "new  technologies"  would  mitigate  the  spread  of 
sulfide  byproducts  from  the  mine  wastes,  but  few  people  in  the  area 
bought  the  company's  argument.  Mine  opponents  worked  with  Wisconsin 
State  Representative  Spencer  Black,  to  fashion  a bill  that  would 
prohibit  the  opening  of  a sulfide  mine  in  Wisconsin  until  a similar 
mine  in  another  state  had  been  closed  for  10  years  with  no 
contamination  of  surrounding  groundwater.  The  bill  passed  the  state 
senate  29  to  3 in  March  1997.  Later  in  the  year,  the  bill  was  reported 
out  of  the  assembly's  environment  committee  by  a 6 to  4 vote. 

"There  are  enough  votes  to  pass  it;  the  question  is  whether  the  bill's 
opponents  will  be  able  to  attach  weakening  amendments  during  the 
assembly  floor  debate,"  said  A1  Gedicks,  a professor  of  sociology  at 
the  University  of  Wisconsin-Lacrosse. 

-Bruce  E.  3ohansen/_Native  Americas_ 

"Now  we  have  our  own  journal  to  discuss  and  examine  Indigenous  issues  - 
a forum  for  some  of  the  best  thinkers  in  the  Native  Americas  to  share  their 
insight  with  you."  -Wilma  Mankiller 

Native  Americas  Magazine 
c/o  Akwe:kon  Press 
American  Indian  Program 
Cornell  University 
300  Caldwell  Hall 


Ithaca,  New  York  14853-2602 


"RE ; Legal  Test  Demanded  for  Nisga'a  Deal"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Dul  1998  00:43:42  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Legal  test  demanded  for  Nisga'a  deal 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
OPPOSITION  DEMANDS  TEST  FOR  NISGA'A  DEAL  IN  COURT 
Times  Colonist,  Duly  28,  1998,  Page  A2  by  Susan  Danard 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  Liberals  are  demanding  the  province  put  the  Nisga'a  treaty  before 
the  courts.  Given  conflicting  opinions  on  whether  the  treaty  requires 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  the  government  should  get  a clear  legal 
ruling.  Liberal  Leader  Gordon  Campbell  said  Monday.  The  Liberals  want  a 
public  referendum  on  the  treaty,  which  would  be  required  under  BC's 
Constitution  Amendment  Approval  Act  if  the  courts  agreed  the  treaty 
required  constitutional  amendments. 

"It  was  only  two  weeks  ago  the  premier  announced  that  the  Nisga'a  treaty 
would  in  fact  be  the  template  for  all  aboriginal  treaties  in  the  province 
of  British  Columbia,  so  it  seems  to  me  the  attorney  general  is  willing  to 
take  a fairly  significant  risk  with  regards  to  this  issue,"  Campbell  said. 
"If  the  Nisga'a  treaty  is  passed  only  to  have  the  court  find  at  some  later 
date  that  the  Constitutional  Amendment  Act  does  indeed  apply,  then  the 
results  will  be  devastating  for  everyone,  including  the  Nisga'a."  The 
Nisga'a  agreement  would  create  Nisga'a  self-government  over  1,990  square 
kilometres  of  land  in  northwestern  BC.  Cost  of  the  deal,  including  the 
value  of  the  land  and  cash  settlements,  is  estimated  at  more  than  $450 
million . 

The  NDP  government  argues  there  is  no  need  for  a referendum  as  the 
proposed  treaty  simply  spells  out  in  practical  detail  aboriginal  rights 
already  guaranteed  in  the  Constitution.  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh  said 
Monday  that  the  Liberals'  call  for  a court  reference  hides  their  real 
agenda.  The  Nisga'a  agreement  poses  "obviously  a very  important  question 
for  this  country  - whether  we  play  partisan  politics  with  the  interests  of 
those  that  have  been  oppressed  for  decades.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  province  we  now  want  to  re-address  those  wrongs.  We're 
talking  about  passing  referendums  over  the  rights  of  minorities  that  have 
had  no  rights  whatsoever,"  said  Dosanjh. 

Campbell  said  the  Liberals  will  take  the  government  to  court  over  the 
constitutional  aspect  of  the  deal  if  necessary,  using  public  funds  within 
the  Liberals'  caucus  budget  to  foot  the  legal  bills.  The  Liberals  believe 
the  treaty  establishes  a third  order  of  government  with  constitutional 
paramountcy  over  areas  of  jurisdiction  that  are  held  by  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments.  "This  is  far  in  excess  of  a municipal  style  of 
government  so  I take  exception  to  that.  I take  exception  to  the  fact 
non-Nisga'a  residents  will  not  be  able  to  vote  for  Nisga'a  government  when 
they're  living  in  Nisga'a  territory,"  Campbell  said. 

Dosanjh  said  he  wouldn't  rule  out  seeking  a court  reference,  but  prefers 
a thorough  debate  so  that  people  are  fully  informed.  The  NDP  campaigned 
during  the  last  provincial  election  with  an  agreement  in  principle  with  the 
Nisga'a  already  in  place.  The  election  was  itself  a form  of  referendum, 
Dosanjh  said  some  moral  authority  in  this  country,  in  this  province,  to  make 
sure  that  we  don't  allow  the  courts  to  make  decisions  that  are  important  to 
all  of  us." 


[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Mr.  Dosanjh  was  BC  attorney  general  and  human  rights 
minister  when  the  BC  and  federal  governments  launched  the  1995  attack  and 
siege  of  the  Ts'peten  sacred  Sundance  camp  on  unceded  Shuswap  territory 
near  Gustafsen  Lake  --  the  largest  paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian 
history.  Both  governments  continue  to  stonewall  a growing  call  for  an 
independent  public  inquiry  into  the  matter.] 


Letters  to  Times-Colonist  - mail  to : jknox@victoriatimescolonist . com 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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- "RE:  Aboriginal  Opposition  to  Nisga'a  Deal"  

Date:  Fri,  31  3ul  1998  23:42:20  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Aboriginal  Opposition  to  Nisga'a  Deal 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  They  are  provided  for  reference 
only.  ] 

1.  Hereditary  Chiefs  oppose  Nisga'a  deal 

2.  Nisga'a  Treaty:  "Not  on  other  peoples'  land." 


SCRAP  NISGA'A  DEAL,  LAWYER  ARGUES 

Kamloops  Daily  News  Duly  28,  1998,  Canadian  Press 

KAMLOOPS,  B.C.  (CP)  - The  process  by  which  the  proposed  Nisga'a 
land-claims  settlement  was  negotiated  is  flawed  so  the  historic  deal  should 
be  scrapped,  a lawyer  argued  Tuesday.  The  proposed  treaty  agreement  is  to 
be  formally  signed  by  the  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council  and  the  provincial  and 
federal  governments  next  week.  It  must  then  be  ratified  by  the  6,000 
members  of  the  Nisga'a  First  Nation,  the  B.C.  legislature  and  the  Commons. 

All  four  bands  within  the  Nisga'a  nation  have  not  approved,  however,  and 
in  particular,  the  Kincolith  band  opposes  the  deal,  David  Bilkey  said  in 
B.C.  Supreme  Court. 

Kincolith  hereditary  chiefs  Frank  Barton  and  Dames  Robinson  want  an 
injunction  preventing  the  three  sides  from  signing  the  agreement  next  week. 
"The  agreement-in-principle  does  not  represent  the  interests  of  the 
Kincolith  band,"  said  Bilkey.  The  chiefs  also  maintain  the  tribal  council 
exceeded  its  mandate  in  negotiating  the  treaty. 

The  agreement  gives  the  Nisga'a  about  2,000  square  kilometres  of  land  in 
northwestern  B.C.  outright,  plus  about  $311  million,  including  $190  million 
in  cash.  There  are  also  extensive  mineral,  timber  and  fishery  rights.  Last 
years  landmark  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  Delgamuukw  decision  allows  the 
Nisga'a  to  lay  claim  to  a much  larger  area  - 15,000  square  kilometres  - 
than  laid  out  in  the  proposed  treaty,  Bilkey  said. 

There  was  also  insufficient  notice  given  to  Nisga'a  members  in  February 
1996  of  a meeting  where  the  agreement-in-principle  was  to  be  ratified, 
Bilkey  said.  Council  sent  out  the  notice  less  than  10  days  before  the 
meeting.  In  the  past,  council  had  given  notice  of  special  assembly  meetings 
at  least  three  months  in  advance. 

Because  some  Nisga'a  members  had  to  travel  from  Vancouver,  Prince  Rupert 
and  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  "a  vast  majority  of  Nisga'a  members  were 
not  able  to  attend  the  meeting,"  Bilkey  said.  [ The  hereditary  chiefs' 
submissions  reveal  that  only  556  of  5,000  Nisga'a  people  voted  on  the 
agreement  that  formed  the  basis  for  the  treaty.  This  was  noted  in  a Globe 
article  Duly,  28,  1998  "Dissident  Nisga'a  go  to  court..."  Page  A3.  The 
hereditary  chiefs  also  said  many  who  voted  were  confused  about  what  was 
being  voted  on.  The  Gitanyow  Indian  Band,  was  also  in  court  Monday  seeking 
approval  to  proceed  with  its  court  case  against  the  deal.  - S.I.S.I.S. 
note] 

In  addition,  of  those  who  attended  the  meeting,  only  512  voted  in  favor 
while  31  were  opposed.  "These  numbers  produced  a quorum  of  far  less  than 
the  50  per  cent  needed,"  Bilkey  said. 


In  May  1997,  Kincolith  band  council  passed  a resolution  stating  its 
plans  to  negotiate  as  an  independent  band,  separate  from  the  Nisga'a 
council.  The  Kincolith  council  was  opposed  to  the  treaty  and  said  members 
concerns  weren't  being  addressed.  Bilkey  noted  a written  proclamation  by 
the  hereditary  chiefs  in  April  stating  the  Nisga'a's  Tribal  Council  no 
longer  represented  the  Kincolith  on  the  land  claim  issues. 

Thomas  Berger,  a former  B.C.  Supreme  Court  judge,  was  to  present  the 
Nisga'a  council  side  Wednesday.  He  said  Tuesday  the  issues  are  political, 
not  legal,  and  shouldn't  be  settled  in  court. 


GITSKAN,  GITANYOW  AGAINST  TREATY 
The  Province,  Duly  30,  1998 

Gitanyow  hereditary  chiefs  have  called  for  an  "llth-hour  mediation"  to 
deal  with  claims  that  the  Nisga'a  treaty  will  destroy  their  way  of  life. 

The  chiefs  gathered  in  front  of  the  B.C.  Supreme  Court  in  Vancouver  to 
denounce  Ottawa  and  Victoria  for  bargaining  in  bad  faith. 

They  claim  that  the  Nisga'a  agreement  will  grant  lands  overlapping  84  per 
cent  of  Gitanyow  territory,  threatening  prime  Gitanyow  fishing  and  hunting 
sites.  And  "the  Gitksan  will  have  to  get  involved,  very  definitely,  because 
we're  affected  just  as  much  as  the  Gitanyow,"  said  Neil  Sterritt,  former 
Gitksan  chief  and  negotiator.  He  said  the  treaty  "sets  a very  bad 
precedent.  It  should  never  have  happened.  The  Nisga'a  are  entitled  to  a 
treaty,  but  not  on  other  people's  land." 

Gitanyow' s chief  negotiator  Glen  Williams  said  he  was  hoping  for  mediation 
with  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  prior  to  the  formal  signing  of 
the  Nisga'a  deal  next  week.  "We  as  the  Gitanyow  are  happy  the  Nisga'a  are 
going  to  sign  their  final  agreement,"  said  spokeswoman  Debbie  Good.  "Our 
problem  is  with  the  governments  because  if  it  wasn't  for  the  governments, 
we  wouldn't  have  an  overlap  issue." 

The  band  unveiled  a map  and  a book  containing  documents  they  say  prove 
their  claim  that  their  lands  are  being  taken  away  by  the  treaty.  There  are 
about  2,000  Gitanyow,  600  living  on-reserve,  who  are  culturally  Gitksan 
people.  They  claim  about  16,800  square  kilometres  of  territory  in  the 
mid-Nass  River  valley. 

Sterritt  is  one  of  the  authors  of  the  book  Tribal  Boundaries  of  the  Nass 
Watershed,  released  this  week.  It  traces  the  tribal  territory  through  oral 
histories  and  government  archives,  showing  that  the  Nisga'a  deal  envelops 
5,000  square  kilometres  each  of  Gitanyow  and  Gitksan  traditional  land,  he 
says . 

Provincial  aboriginal  affairs  spokesman  Peter  Smith  said  disputes  on 
overlapping  land  claims  should  be  resolved  by  the  native  parties. 
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In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Voisey's  Bay  Environmental  Assessment  Panel 

VOISEY'S  BAY  MINE  AND  MILL  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT  PANEL 


PANEL  ANNOUNCES  PUBLIC  HEARINGS 


NAIN,  Labrador,  Duly  30,  1998  - The  joint  environmental  assessment  panel 
reviewing  the  proposal  for  the  Voisey's  Bay  mine  and  mill  announced 
today  that  it  will  proceed  to  the  public  hearings  phase  of  the 
environmental  assessment  review  process  on  September  9,  1998. 

The  Panel  has  determined  that  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  (VBNC) 
has  now  provided  sufficient  information  in  the  environmental  impact 
statement  (EIS),  background  documents  and  additional  information  to 
support  meaningful  discussion  of  the  project  proposal  at  public 
hearings . 

The  public  hearings  will  provide  opportunities  for  individuals, 
organizations  and  government  representatives  to  provide  their  views  on 
the  implications  of  the  proposed  project.  VBNC  will  also  have 
opportunities  to  explain  the  project  and  respond  to  concerns  and 
questions  raised  by  other  participants  during  the  hearings. 

The  complete  public  hearings  schedule,  identifying  the  dates  and 
locations  of  each  session,  will  be  announced  by  August  6,1998.  The 
public  hearings  procedures,  which  explain  how  the  Panel  plans  to  conduct 
the  hearings,  will  accompany  the  schedule. 

For  more  information  please  contact  : 

Mr.  Brian  Torrie 
Panel  Manager 

Canadian  Environmental  Assessment  Agency 
200  Sacre-Coeur  Blvd 
Hull,  Quebec 
K1A  0H3 
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Despite  the  concerns  of  native  groups  and  the  government,  yesterday  the 
Voisey's  Bay  environmental  assessment  panel  announced  it  will  proceed  with 
the  public  hearings  on  the  project  - Interview  with  Leslie  Griffiths 
Key  Words: 

Media:  CFGB-FM  Reporter:  Chris  O'Neil  Yates 

Date:  07/30/98,  8:50 


Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  Well  despite  the  concerns  of  native  groups  and  the 
government,  yesterday  the  Voisey's  Bay  environmental  assessment  panel 
announced  it  will  proceed  with  the  public  hearings  on  the  project.  Leslie 
Griffiths  is  the  panel  chairperson  and  she  joins  me  on  the  line  this 
morning.  Good  morning  Ms.  Griffiths. 

Leslie  Griffiths:  Yes,  good  morning. 

Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  Well  Premier  Brian  asked  the  question  himself.  How 
can  you  proceed  with  this  process  given  the  objections  of  the  parties 
involved? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  We  are  proceeding  with  the  process  at  the  moment  because 
we  are  following  the  terms  of  reference  that  we've  received  in  the  MOU  as  a 
panel.  And  it  quite  clearly  states  that  we  are  meant  to  be  looking  at  the 


mine  mill  project,  which  encompasses  the  activities  that  basically  take 
place  in  Labrador.  The  whole  question  of  what  happens  to  the  concentrates 
once  they  leave  Labrador  is  not  part  of  our  task  to  look  at.  And  indeed  a 
lot  of  the  discussion  that's  been  going  on  in  the  media  in  the  past  week 
has  been  about  just  that,  the  destination  of  those  concentrates.  So  what 
we  need  to  do  is  to  focus  on  the  projects  as  "the  undertaking  as  defined  by 
the  MOU  in  terms  of  whether,  in  fact,  there  is  a project  on  the  table  for 
us  to  proceed  to  assessment  with.  And  as  far  as  we  currently  understand 
and  the  information  we  have  received  from  the  proponents,  the  activities 
that  they  are  proposing  to  do  in  Labrador,  the  forward  in  that  scope  of 
undertaking  are  still  on  the  table.  They  have  not  withdrawn  that.  So  we 
have  looked  at  the  EIS  and  all  the  supporting  documents.  We  have  read  very 
carefully  all  the  submissions  that  we  have  received  throughout  this  public 
review  process.  And  we  have  made  a determination  that,  well,  that  project 
in  Labrador,  the  mine,  the  mill,  and  the  shipping  activities,  that  we  do, 
indeed,  have  sufficient  information  to  go  forward  for  meaningful  discussion 
of  public  hearing. 

Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  Now,  the  mine,  the  mill  and  the  shipping  activities 
you're  looking  at.  But  if  we  look  at  what  we've  heard  this  morning  from 
Mr.  Rowat,  the  mine  is  now  the  ovoid  and  not  an  underground  mine,  and  the 
shipping  activities  have  substantially  changed  as  well.  So  I don't 
understand  how  you're  saying  that  nothing's  changed. 

Leslie  Griffiths:  We  are  not  aware  that  the  project  that  we  are  looking  at 
has  changed  significantly  from  what  we've  always  been  looking  at  and  what 
is  described  in  the  EIS.  Which  is  to  say  that  as  far  as  our  estimation 
takes  us,  the  proponent  is  still  planning  to  go  to  mine  the  ovoid  and  then 
to  move  into  the  underground.  What,  obviously,  has  been  emphasized  in  last 
week  is  that  there's  a very  highly  dynamic  context  in  which  this  project  is 
taking  place.  Nickel  prices  are  very  low.  And  the  VBNC  does  not  know 
exactly  what  they  have  in  terms  of  reserve  underground,  but  nothing's 
changed  in  that  respect.  They've  always  said  that  they  have  to  do  more 
exploration  to  firm  that  up.  We  have  a project  description  that  describes 
all  of  the  facilities  that  are  required  to  do  either  of  the,  to  do  the 
ovoid  and  then  to  proceed  to  underground.  We  have  not  been  informed  that 
the  proponent  is  not  contemplating  doing  both  of  those  aspects  of  the 
project.  And  so  this  is  what  "right  now",  this  is  what  we  are  assessing. 

Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  So  nothing  that's  been  discussed  by  the  two  partners 
in  the  deal,  Inco  and  the  province,  over  the  last  number  of  weeks  seems  to 
come  in  to  the  process  that  you're  involved  in. 

Leslie  Griffiths:  Well  the  panel  has  been  told  by  the  proponents,  if  the 
proponent  has  still  got  the  original  undertaking  description,  which 
includes  both  the  ovoid  and  the  underground  on  the  table. 

Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  How  can  you  go  ahead  and  assess  a project  that  may 
fundamentally  change? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  Oh,  let  me  make  it  clear.  We  have  - the  panel  has  - both 
the  panel  and  the  four  parties  have  in  the  MOU  the  ability  at  any  stage  in 
this  process  "we  still  have  the  ability,  and  believe  me  if  we  need  to 
exercise  it  we  will  exercise  it,  that  if  we  find  out  tomorrow  that  the 
proponent  indeed  within  the  scope  that  we're  looking  at,  the  activities  in 
Labrador  "that  if  the  proponents  have  made  a substantial  and  significant 
change  in  the  project  description"  so  if  tomorrow  the  proponents  writes  a 
letter  and  says  the  underground  is  out.  We're  not  going  underground. 

That's  something  we  would  have  to  look  at.  And  depending  on  our 
conclusion,  we  would  then  approach  the  four  parties  and  say  tell  us  what  to 
do.  Now,  on  the  opposite  holds  good  - not  the  opposite,  sorry.  The  four 
parties  to  the  MOU  at  any  time  in  the  process,  including  today,  have  the 
ability  to  meet,  to  decide  together  that  they  want  to  change  the  process  in 
some  way,  they  will  redirect  us  and  we  will  take  that  direction. 


Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  But  it  has  to  be  consensus  on  the  part  of  the  four 
parties? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  That  is  what  the  four  parties  agreed  to  when  they 
prepared  the  MOU  and  I presume  they  have  some  reason  for  that. 

Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  Now,  these 

Leslie  Griffiths:  I'm  sorry.  I would  like  to  just  add  one,  another  thing 
to  this,  so  another  aspect.  ***  environmental  assessments  ideally  takes 
place  as  early  as  possible  in  the  process  of  both  screening  a project  and 
making  development  decisions  about  a project.  There's  always  attention 
with  environmental  assessments.  If  you're  going  to  do  it  early  so  that  the 
environmental  assessment  can  have  some  true  influence  on  what  is  going  on, 
you're  going  to  have  a situation  of  uncertainty  the  earlier  in  the  process 
you  do  it.  We  perfectly  understand  that.  We  know  that  there  are  some 
uncertainties  around  this  project  and  we  are  determined  we  are  going  to  be 
investigating  those,  probing  those.  We  think  that  it  is  beneficial  to  all 
parties  to  do  that  in  a public  way,  with  public  discussion,  with  everyone 
able  to  give  us  their  important  views.  So  very  early  on  in  the  public 
hearings,  we  proposed  to  do  exactly  that.  We  want  to  have  the  current 
project  description  on  the  table,  which  as  far  as  we  understand  is  still  in 
the  EIS,  and  we  want  to  probe.  What  are  the  uncertainties  around  this? 

What  are  the  factors  that  might,  in  fact,  alter  this  project  description? 
And  we  want  to  find  out  how  people  feel  about  it. 

Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  Who  will  you  hear  from? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  When? 

Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  In  the  hearings? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  In  the  hearings?  We  are  inviting  the  views  of  all 
parties.  First  of  all,  we  need  to  have  the  proponents  to  answer  questions. 
We  have  a number  of  questions  to  ask  them  and  we  know  that  other  people 
will  as  well.  But  then  we  want  to  hear  from  the  all  participants,  all 
stakeholders . 

Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  If  some  of  those  stakeholders,  as  they  have  stated 
publicly  "Premier  Tobin  you've  heard  and  some  of  the  native  groups  there" 
don't  see  the  point  in  proceeding  with  public  hearings.  If  they  don't 
participate,  how,  I guess,  accurate  can  your  results  be? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  Oh,  if  some  of  the  major  stakeholders  decide  at  some 
point  that  they  are  not  going  to  participate  in  the  public  hearings  that's 
a new  situation  and  that's  one  that  we  obviously  would  have  to  look  at  very 

seriously.  I can't  say  at  this  point,  I don't  want  to  speculate.  But  I 

really  want  to  encourage  at  this  point  all  the  parties,  all  of  the 
stakeholders  to  come  forward  to  the  public  hearings  and  to  have  a rigorous 
discussion  about  this.  If  - I want  to  reiterate  too,  that  if  it  transpires 
between,  either  between  now  and  the  hearings  or  at  any  time  during  the 
hearings  that  we  find  out  that  the  proponent,  in  fact,  has  significantly 
changed  what  they  are  planning  to  do  in  Labrador,  then  we  are  going  to  look 
at  that  very  carefully  and  we'd  have  no  compunction  of  going  back  to  the 
four  parties  and  saying  we  think  there's  a significant  change,  tell  us  what 

to  do.  And,  of  course,  at  any  point,  as  I say,  the  four  parties  can  meet 

and  can  redirect  the  panel  and  we'll  obviously  take  their  direction. 

Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  I can't  help  but  feel  we're  missing  something  here. 

In  our  coverage  of  the  negotiations  between  the  province  and  Inco  we're  led 
to  believe  that  the  proposal  on  the  part  of  the  proponent,  Inco,  has 
significantly  changed,  yet  you  say  you  have  not  been  notified  of  that. 

Leslie  Griffiths:  Well  by  all  means  let's  get  this  clarified.  But  the 
panel  has  made  its  decision  based  on  its  understanding  and  the  information 


that's  been  made  available  to  it. 


Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  Okay.  When  will  some  results  be  known  from  the 
process,  from  the  hearings? 

Leslie  Griffiths:  From  the  process.  At  the  moment  I can  tell  you  when  the 
process  is  scheduled  to  stop,  which  is  September  9th.  In  the  MOU  we  are 
required  to  make  best  efforts  at  completing  that  process  in  45  days.  And 
then  after  that  we  have  a 90-day  period  in  which  we  have  to  write  our 
reports,  get  it  translated  and  printed.  So  depending  on  whether  we  are 
able,  in  fact,  to  complete  the  hearings  within  that  45  days,  which  depends 
on  "a  number"  the  other  thing  we  have  to  do  in  those  hearings  is  we  have  to 
make  sure  that  we  give  this  project  a full  and  thorough  examination.  And 
the  panel,  that's  going  to  be  the  guiding  factor  in  terms  of  how  we  conduct 
those  hearings. 

Chris  O'Neil  Yates:  Well  thank  you  for  joining  me  this  morning,  Ms. 
Griffiths . 

Leslie  Griffiths:  Okay.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Mike  Power:  And  our  thank  to  Chris  O'Neil  Yates  of  our  studios  in  St. 

Dohn ' s for  that . 
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Berkeley  Passes  Chiapas  Resolution 
Tuesday,  Duly  14,  1998 

On  Tuesday,  Duly  14,  1998,  the  Berkeley  City  Council  passed  the 
following  resolution  in  support  of  indigenous  rights  and  the  protection 
of  human  rights  in  Chiapas.  The  Chiapas  Support  Committee  urges  you 
to  use  this  resolution  as  the  basis  for  resolutions  in  your  own  cities. 

It  also  urges  you  to  lobby  your  congresspeople  to  pressure  the  Mexican 
government  to  allow  the  International  Red  Cross  to  resume  distributing 
food,  medicines,  and  other  necessities  to  the  communities  of  Chiapas, 
which  are  suffering  extreme  poverty  and  malnutrition. 

WHEREAS  the  people  of  Berkeley  are  committed  to  the  promotion  of  human 
rights  through  the  City  Council  Human  Rights  Ordinance;  and  WHEREAS  the 
people  and  government  of  the  United  States  support,  as  a matter  of 
principle,  the  peaceful  struggle  for  democracy  throughout  the  world;  and 

WHEREAS  the  indigenous  people  of  the  Mexican  State  of  Chiapas  have 
clearly  and  peacefully  demonstrated  a desire  for  economic,  social,  and 
cultural  justice,  as  well  as  political  democracy  in  Mexico;  and  WHEREAS 
the  Mexican  government  refuses  to  recognize  the  Indigenous  Rights 
Agreement,  which  it  signed  in  1996  with  the  Mexican  State  of  Chiapas; 
and 

WHEREAS  the  Mexican  government  has  militarized  Chiapas  and  has  been 
accused  of  serious  human  rights  abuses  against  the  people  of  Chiapas;  and 
WHEREAS  the  indigenous  people  of  Chiapas  have  agreed  to  peace  accords 
negotiated  with  the  Mexican  government  and  have  clearly  shown  their 
willingness  to  achieve  a peaceful  resolution,  which  includes  democracy, 
dignity,  and  justice;  and 

WHEREAS  the  1997  U.S.  Appropriations  Act  for  Foreign  Operations 
prohibits  the  use  of  funds  for  international  narcotics  control  by 


security  force  units  accused  of  human  rights  violations;  and 


WHEREAS  U.S.  military  aid  sent  to  Mexico  to  combat  drugs  is  being  used 
against  indigenous  communities  in  Chiapas  which  are  not  involved  in  drug 
trafficking;  and 

WHEREAS  The  U.S.  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  last  year  passed 
resolutions  criticizing  the  Mexican  government  for  its  complicity  in 
narcotics  trafficking;  and 

WHEREAS  the  people  and  government  of  the  United  States  have  a responsibility 
to  back  up  their  words  and  principles  with  appropriate  action;  and 

WHEREAS  Berkeley  residents  and  nongovernmental  organizations  (NGOs), 
other  Bay  Area  residents,  and  their  friends,  and/or  their  relatives  have 
traveled  to  Chiapas  to  observe  and  monitor  the  human  rights  situation 
there  and  have  been  evicted,  denied  visas,  and/or  had  their  person  and/or 
their  peaceful  travel  violated  in  Chiapas;  and 

WHEREAS  Berkeley  residents  are  directly  impacted  by  U.S. 

policies  in  and  toward  Mexico  and  especially  in  Chiapas  by  the  violation 

of  the  human  rights  of  American  citizens  to  travel,  to  learn  about  the 

situation  in  Chiapas  firsthand  from  human  rights  representatives,  and  to 

lobby  for  a peaceful  solution  to  the  low-intensity  war  going  on  in 

Chiapas; 

Now  therefore  be  it  RESOLVED  BY  THE  BERKELEY  CITY  COUNCIL: 

That  the  Council  strongly  recommend  that  all  military  support  for  the 
Mexican  government  be  suspended  until  there  is  significant  documented 
progress  in  the  peace  process  in  Chiapas,  as  well  as  full  compliance 
with  international  human  rights  laws;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED:  That  the  City  Manager  be 
directed  to  send  a copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  the  President  of  Mexico,  to  the  U.N.  Human 
Rights  Committee,  and  to  each  member  of  the  California  congressional 
delegation . 

/S/  Chiapas  Support  Committee,  sponsoring  organization 

Co-Sponsors : 

Centro  Latino 

Comite  Emiliano  Zapata 

Appropriate  Technology  Exchange 

Global  Exchange 

La  Pena  del  Sur 

St.  Joseph  the  Worker  Church 

Colectivo  Apoyo  Latinoamericano 

East  Bay  Women  for  Peace 

Marin  Interfaith  Task  Force 

Social  Action  Committee  of  the  Fellowship  of  Berkeley 
Unitarian  Universalists 
La  Pena  Cultural  Center 

About  the  Chiapas  Support  Committee: 

The  Chiapas  Support  Committee,  founded  in  1994,  is  a nonprofit  group  of 
all  volunteers.  It  raises  funds  for  the  human  rights  work  of  the  Coalicion 
de  Derechos  Humanos  para  las  Etnias  de  Chiapas,  A.C.  (Human  Rights 
Coalition  for  the  Ethnicities  of  Chiapas,  Inc.),  which  provides  food, 
blankets, 

clothing,  and  medicines  to  indigenous  communities  that  have  been  ousted 
>from  their  homes  by  the  Mexican  military,  most  of  whom  are  now  living  in 
refugee  camps,  especially  since  the  brutal  Acteal  massacre  on  Dec.  22, 

1997.  On  behalf  of  Enrique  Perez  Lopez,  president  of  the  Coalicion,  the 
Committee  is  lobbying  U.S.  senators  to  investigate  the  denial  of  a tourist 


visa  to  him  by  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Mexico  City  in  April  1998;  Perez 
Lopez  had  been  scheduled  to  visit  the  Bay  Area  to  report  on  conditions 
in  the  refugee  camps  and  on  documented  human  rights  abuses  throughout 
Chiapas . 

The  Chiapas  Support  Committee  also  raises  funds  to  support  a women's 
economic  cooperative  in  Chiapas  and  for  food  for  compesinos  who  are 
suffering  severe  malnutrition  because  of  the  drought,  military-induced 
fires  that  destroy  crops  and  arable  land,  and  military  roadblocks  to 
nearby  towns  for  provisions.  The  Committee  works  in  coalition  with  other 
Bay  Area  and  national  organizations  in  these  efforts  to  help  indigenous 
peoples  in  Chiapas. 

Chiapas  Support  Committee 

P.0.  Box  3421 

Oakland,  CA  94609 

Phone:  (510)  654-9587 

Email:  Estelle  <cezmat@igc .org> 

"RE : Update  on  Frank  and  Helen"  

Date:  Sun,  26  Dul  1998  21:52:30  PST8PDT 

From:  Dames  Michael  Craven  <cravjm@ooi.clark.edu> 

Sub j : update  on  Frank  and  Helen 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

Shortly  after  notice  of  re-arrest  of  Frank  Martin  and  Helen  Michell  on 
Sovernet-1,  they  were  released  from  jail. 

The  Dudge  expressed  that  it  was  "highly  irregular"  for  Helen  Michell, 
born  in  "Canada"  of  the  Carrier  Nation,  would  be  charged  as  an  "illegal 
immigrant"  and  released  her  on  her  own  recognizance. 

Frank  Martin,  her  husband  was  also  released  despite  allegations  of  a 
previous  warrant  from  1992  about  which  nothing  was  said  when  he  was 
previously  arrested  as  an  "illegal  immigrant." 

Frank  and  Helen  are  clearly  "Status  Indians"  but  refuse  to  carry  DIA  cards 
for  the  same  reason  that  some  Dews  refused  to  wear  the  "Yellow  Star  of 
David"  during  the  1930s  and  40s.  Many  Indians  believe  that  non-Indians  have 
no  business  defining  who  and  what  is  a "real  Indian"  in  the  same  way  that 
no  sane  person  would  argue  that  nazis  should  be  allowed  to  define  who  and 
what  is  a "real  Dew".  Their  regular  ID  made  it  clear  their  country  of  birth 
and  status  however. 

While  in  jail,  Frank  was  told  by  one  police  officer  that  he  would  be 
killed  and  asked  who  would  follow  after  him--his  daughter?.  That  officer 
proceeded  to  break  the  arm  of  a poor  Indian  (Frank  could  hear  the  bone 
break)  who  was  asking  to  be  allowed  to  urinate-- just  to  make  the  point  what 
they  were  capable  of  and  who  had  the  power. 

Frank  and  Helen  have  been  left  destitute.  Frank  refused  a settlement  offer 
of  $250,000  for  the  life-threatening  beating  he  suffered  at  the  hands  of 
the  B.C.  Police  and  R.C.M.P.  because  the  settlement  would  have  involved 
secrecy  in  terms  of  what  happened  and  who  did  it.  Both  of  them  are  people 
of  quality,  conscience  and  integrity  and  have  been  left  destitute. 

I urge  all  people  of  conscience  to  write  to  the  various  powers-that-be 
to  let  them  know  that  Frank  and  Helen  and  their  children  are  not  alone  and 
that  eyes  from  all  over  the  world  will  be  watching  carefully  and  are 
prepared  to  rise  up  and  act  if  any  more  harm  comes  to  them. 

For  those  moved  to  help  them  with  food  (stolen  from  their  van  when  it  was 
impounded--I  got  the  van  out  of  impound)  please  address  all  inquiries  to: 
Roderick  Louis  (604)  254-7153  who  can  direct  where  any  donations  might  be  sent. 
Dim  Craven 
Dames  Craven 

Dept,  of  Economics, Clark  College 

1800  E.  McLoughlin  Blvd.  Vancouver,  WA.  98663 

jcraven@clark.edu;  Tel:  (360)  992-2283  Fax:  992-2863 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 


EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


"RE : Guards  Set  Up  Inmate  Brawls"  

Date:  Sun,  02  Aug  1998  15:04:01  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : new  one  on  prison 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Off  topic  a bit  but  thought  it  would  interest  some... 

D'you  regulars  recall  my  post,  some  time  ago,  about  the  horror  that  is 
prison  & "doing  time"?  Some  had  expressed  interest,  since  it's  an 
experience  of  many  families.  I'd  mentioned  the  studies  that  showed  that 
the  prison  environment  dehumanizes  the  guards  & other  prison  personnel  as 
much  as  it  twists  the  hearts  & minds  & spirits  of  the  inmates.  I mentioned 
guard-produced  "gladiator  fights"  between  inmates  recently  uncovered  at  a 
Canadian  prison  in  Quebec  as  example...  Looks  like  it's  spreading. 

Hail  guards  set  up  inmate  brawls,  shootings 

Fallout  from  brutal  'gladiator  days' 

extends  right  into  the  California  governor's  office 

Friday,  Duly  31,  1998 
By  Chris  Reed 

Los  Angeles  --  An  inquiry  into  a "super-maximum"  California  prison  has 
heard  that  guards  there  regularly  staged  "gladiator  days,"  in  which 
inmates  were  forced  to  fight  and  were  then  shot,  some  fatally. 

An  investigation  into  conditions  at  Corcoran  prison  also  heard  that 
guards  conducted  a mass  beating  of  black  prisoners  and  instigated  the 
repeated  rape  of  an  inmate. 

The  accusations,  made  this  week  at  hearings  in  the  state  capital  of 
Sacramento,  have  created  a scandal  that  has  reached  Governor  Pete  Wilson 
and  Attorney-General  Dan  Lungren,  who  is  seeking  to  succeed  Mr.  Wilson 
as  the  Republican  governor  in  this  November's  election. 

The  inquiry  panel,  composed  of  senior  state  politicians,  has  accused 
both  men  of  permitting  lawlessness  to  continue  at  Corcoran  for  six  years 
up  to  1995,  and  failing  to  press  investigations  in  1996  and  1997. 

The  guards'  union,  the  powerful  California  Correctional  Officers  Peace 
Association,  a major  contributor  to  Mr.  Wilson's  election  funds,  also 
contributed  by  creating  a "wall  of  silence"  that  thwarted 
investigations,  the  inquiry  heard. 

Among  its  inmates,  Corcoran  holds  the  assassin  of  Robert  Kennedy,  Sirhan 
Sirhan,  and  the  cult  leader  in  the  1969  Sharon  Tate  murders,  Charles 
Manson.  From  1989  to  1995,  guards  there  shot  dead  seven  prisoners  and 
wounded  43. 

That  made  it  the  deadliest  prison  in  the  United  States. 

According  to  the  California  Department  of  Corrections,  the  prison,  which 
was  designed  to  hold  2,916  inmates,  currently  holds  4,642,  60  per  cent 
over  capacity.  It  employs  1,534. 

Some  prisoners,  the  inquiry  has  heard,  were  shot  as  they  fought 
prisoners  from  rival  gangs  during  "gladiator"  days  in  which  the  fights 
were  deliberately  staged  by  guards.  The  shootings  were  then  "justified" 
as  necessary  to  stop  the  fighting  and  prevent  inmates  from  hurting  each 
other . 

A former  guard,  Steve  Rigg,  testified  that  he  had  reviewed  every 
shooting  at  Corcoran,  some  with  assault  rifles  and  others  with  gas  guns 
that  discharged  wooden  blocks.  He  said  he  had  not  found  one  that  was 
justified . 

"You  cannot  shoot  the  victim  of  a fist  fight  and  call  it  a good 
shooting,"  he  said.  "You  cannot  use  a firearm  to  stop  a stand-up  fist 
fight." 


Mr.  Rigg  added  that  as  a whistle-blower  he  had  been  subjected  to  death 
threats  and  intimidation  from  former  colleagues  and  supervisors. 

Because  his  reports  about  brutality  submitted  to  the  prison  warden  and  a 
senior  official  in  the  state  Corrections  Department  had  been  ignored,  he 
went  to  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation,  which  is  now  investigating 
the  allegations. 

But,  Mr.  Rigg  testified,  his  wife  is  still  so  frightened  of  retaliatory 
action  she  sometimes  sleeps  on  the  bathroom  floor. 

Another  former  guard,  Richard  Caruso,  told  the  inquiry  that  he  had 
fruitlessly  reported  improper  acts  of  violence  at  Corcoran. 

Last  year,  when  Mr.  Wilson  dispatched  a special  team  of  investigators 
from  the  Attorney-General ' s Office  after  a two-year  delay,  they  named 
only  one  guard  in  a shooting  incident,  Mr.  Caruso  himself,  he  testified. 

The  incident  had  resulted  in  no  injuries  to  any  inmate. 

The  rape  was  allegedly  set  up  after  a small  and  frail  inmate  kicked  a 
female  guard.  He  was  placed  in  a cell  with  a well-known  sexual  predator 
who  was  about  six  foot  two  and  230  pounds. 

His  nickname  was  "the  booty  bandit,"  and  he  repeatedly  raped  his  new 
cellmate.  Afterward  he  was  "rewarded"  with  new  tennis  shoes  and  extra 
food . 

Although  the  inmate  admitted  to  committing  the  rapes,  no  disciplinary 
action  was  taken  and  the  FBI  is  now  investigating  the  incident. 

The  racist  beating  was  perpetrated  by  a group  of  guards  known  as  "the 
Sharks"  because  of  their  unprovoked  violent  attacks. 

According  to  a former  canteen  manager  at  the  prison,  some  off-duty 
guards  were  summoned  from  home  to  join  a group  waiting  outside  the 
prison  for  the  arrival  of  transferred  inmates  known  to  be  black. 

For  half  an  hour  the  guards  engaged  in  mock  "limbering-up  like  it  was  a 
football  game,"  the  witness  said. 

When  the  bus  arrived  the  prisoners  had  to  run  a gantlet  in  which  they 
were  struck  with  batons  and  kicked. 

Work  records  were  altered  to  conceal  the  presence  of  some  guards,  no 
disciplinary  action  was  taken,  and  one  guard  among  the  ringleaders  was 
later  promoted. 

He  was  among  three  guards  at  the  inquiry,  which  started  on  Tuesday,  to 
invoke  their  constitutional  rights  not  to  testify  for  fear  of 
incriminating  themselves, 
www.theglobeandmail . com 
We  welcome  your  comments. 

Copyright  1998,  The  Globe  and  Mail  Company 
All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Conversation  with  Wolverine"  

Date:  Fri,  31  Dul  1998  23:42:44  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Duly  '98:  Conversation  with  Wolverine 

Forwarded  message: 

Date:  Mon,  27  Dul  1998  12:14:02  -0700 
From:  Vacek  <Getreal@axionet.com 

Gustafsen  Lake:  toward  the  third  anniversary  - 
A conversation  with  Wolverine 

Three  years  after  the  last  Sundance  was  held  at  Gustafsen  Lake, 

Wolverine,  currently  in  Matsqui  Federal  Prison,  reflected  on  the  outcome 
of  the  standoff,  and  talked  about  the  past  and  the  future. 

Wolverine's  disappointment  with  the  various  legal  efforts  in  his  long 
fight  for  justice  was  evident,  when  he  stated  that  the  results  to  date  have 
all  been  negative,  mainly  because  the  courts,  including  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada,  have  steadfastly  refused  to  honourably  deal  with  the  law,  and 
constitutional  issues.  He  considers  the  legal  fraternity,  with  a few 
exceptions,  to  be  lined  up  against  the  Aboriginal  interest. 

He  mentioned  a rumour  that  lawyers  acting  for  Aboriginal  clients  in  a high 
profile  jurisdiction  case,  were  paid  $28  million  by  the  government  to  work 
against  their  own  client's  interest.  In  such  circumstances,  and  when  the 


Supreme  Court  of  Canada  refuses  to  hear  jurisdiction  arguments  because  they 
are  "of  no  importance",  he  concludes,  it  is  difficult  to  make  headway. 

During  the  standoff,  the  group  at  Gustafsen,  guided  by  constitutional 
lawyer  Bruce  Clark,  had  hoped  that  the  authorities  would  research  the  law, 
and  act  on  it  in  a positive  way.  There  is  some  indication,  judging  from 
evidence  heard  at  the  trial,  that  Stewart  Rush  [lawyer  for  the  Gitskan 
chiefs  in  the  Delgamuukw  case  --  S.I.S.I.S.]  gave  advice  on  constitutional 
law  to  the  authorities.  However,  in  the  final  analysis  the  matter  was 
resolved  by  a force  of  arms  of  unprecedented  proportions,  with  400  police 
and  military  men,  with  highpowered  weapons  and  armoured  vehicles. 

Did  the  Sundance  group  at  Gustafsen  Lake  suspect  that  a huge  police  force 
was  being  massed  against  them?  Wolverine  admitted  they  knew  from  their 
scouting  forays  that  there  were  several  clusters  of  police  surrounding 
them.  Also  the  cattle  kept  activating  the  trip  wires,  setting  off  stun 
grenades,  and  flares  at  night,  which  further  indicated  the  presence  of 
police.  However,  the  fact  that  they  were  up  against  400  men  was  never  clear 
until  much  later. 

To  those  Canadians  who  say  "How  can  Aboriginal  people  demand  to  get  their 
land  back  now,  after  being  silent  for  nearly  100  years?"  Wolverine  replies 
with  little  known  facts.  More  than  100  years  ago,  in  1884  laws  were  passed 
that  made  it  illegal  for  Aboriginals  to  hire  lawyers,  and  sue  for  a just 
resolution  of  the  increasing  settler  occupation  of  their  land. 

Some  interior  chiefs  disregarded  the  1884  laws,  and  took  their  case  to 
the  Queen  in  England  several  times  in  the  first  decade  of  this  century. 

They  found  no  relief.  These  unconstitutional  and  discriminatory  laws  were 
actually  reinforced  in  1927,  by  the  genocidal  prohibition  of  cultural 
practices  like  the  potlach. 

These  incredible  laws,  which  surely  make  a mockery  of  any  concepts  of 
justice  in  a purportedly  democratic  society,  stayed  in  effect  until  1951. 

As  a result  of  this  draconian,  and  racist  legislation,  there  was  an 
understandable  period  of  silence  from  the  Aboriginal  community.  Leaders  who 
tried  to  have  the  land  questions  addressed  were  put  in  jail. 

An  interesting  point  was  made  during  the  recent  IHRAAM  (UN  NGO  status) 
hearings  on  residential  schools,  held  in  Vancouver.  It  was  alleged  that  the 
school  system  evolved  a Native  "elite"  of  informers  who  were  later  promoted 
to  positions  of  leadership  through  the  Indian  Act,  which  created  a system 
of  chief  and  council  governments  along  the  European  model.  These  Chiefs  are 
well  paid  for  their  loyalty  to  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs.  Some 
people  claim  that  they  are  elected  by  a very  small  percentage  of  their 
communities . 

Initiatives  continue  to  be  made,  with  no  publicity,  to  deprive  the 
Aboriginal  nations  of  a just  resolution  of  the  land  issues.  Wolverine 
mentioned  the  Land  Charter  Act  (1993),  which  has  gone  through  second 
reading,  as  well  as  Bill  C31,  and  Alternative  Funding  Arrangement.  In  order 
to  be  able  to  go  through  land  claims,  and  get  municipal  level  self 
government  the  first  three  legislative  changes  musts  be  accepted. 

The  Land  Charter  Act,  if  adopted,  would  give  what  Wolverine  feels  are 
excessive  powers  of  land  management  to  the  Chief  and  Council.  It  might 
enable  them  to  borrow  from  private  banks,  using  their  land  as  collateral. 
This  could  result  in  foreclosure  by  the  banks,  and  in  dispossessing  and 
removing  the  people  off  the  land.  We  might  all  be  surprised  to  find  one  day 
that  large  areas  of  the  Province  have  found  their  way  into  the  hands  of 
various  domestic  and  foreign  financial  institutions.  Also,  once  the 
municipal  style  of  self  government  is  brought  in,  taxation  follows. 

As  to  the  future.  Wolverine  is  concerned  that  it  may  be  difficult  to 
achieve  positive  objectives,  if  the  Aboriginal  Nations  remain  divided.  He 
urges  a united  front,  and  joint  action  of  all  Native  Nations  across  the 
land.  If  this  united  front  were  achieved,  he  believes  a Class  Action  might 
be  possible  to  address  all  the  major  wrongs  such  as  residential  school 
abuses,  as  well  as  the  land  jurisdiction  issues.  Clearly,  the  best  defense 
against  a "divide  and  rule"  strategy  is  a united  front. 

Another  strategy  might  be  a massive  public  action  campaign  of  writing  to 
the  Canadian  and  British  Columbia  Governments,  urging  specific  and  fair 
alternative  proposals.  Unfortunately  very  often  changes  seem  to  be  taking 
place  that  have  seen  very  little  debate,  and  of  which  the  public,  both 


Aboriginal  and  mainstream  are  unaware.  This  is  not  how  a democratic  Nation 
should  do  business. 

Eva  Lyman 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
"RE:  Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Mon,  3 August  1998  23:14:49  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Campbell,  Ronnie  Carroll  Floyd  A. 


#326-408 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  4/29/67 


# CU-2347  C/B/19 
10754  Rt.  18 
Albion.  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  11/25/67 
Ancestry:  Blackfoot 


Casto,  Steven 
#325-538 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  5/14/54 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Causey,  learald  Keith 
#A  219-958 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/11/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Chafin,  Thomas  Eugene 
#266-904 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/9/61 
Ancestry:  Seminole  / Cree 


Chastant,  lason  Paul 
#330297 
1453  15th.  St. 
Pineville,  LA  71360 


Conner,  Virgil 
3A205 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/24/44 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Corob,  Larry 
#174-714 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/24/42 
Ancestry:  Apache  / Hopi 


Cooper,  lames  David 

#218-840 

PO  Box  511 

Date  of  Birth:  1/3/52 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Croft,  Troy  Donald 

#902-482 

PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  3/5/58 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 


Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"OH"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  02  Aug  1998  22:18:52  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  65 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STHOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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SMILE  IT  DOWN. 


Every  one  who  loves  you 
Loves  to  see  you  smile. 
Loves  to  see  you  cheerful 
And  happy  all  the  while. 

Smiling  comes  so  easy! 

Do  not  wear  a frown: 

If  you  feel  one  rising. 
Always  smile  it  down. 
--Our  Sunday  Afternoon. 


THE  KIND  OF  PLUCK  THAT  WINS  A PLACE  IN  THE  WORLD. 


Most  of  the  Indian  boys  and  girls  who  went  to  the  World's  Fair 
remember  Marshall  Field's  big  store  in  Chicago,  and  will  be  interested 
to  read  this  story  of  a plucky  cash  boy  in  that  store  who  secured  a gain 
in  his  salary. 


The  regular  salary  of  a cash  boy  is  $3  a week. 

The  youth  in  question  thought  he  was  worth  more  and  hunted  up  the 
manager  to  tell  him  so. 

"I  would  like  to  get  a raise/'  said  the  boy;  "I  think  I ought  to  have 
it . 

"My  boy/'  said  the  manager,  "you  are  making  just  what  is  given  all  the 
cash  boys,  and  I don't  see  how  I can  accommodate  you." 

"I  know,"  retorted  the  dauntless  youth,  "but  my  mother  is  a widow  and 
she  has  five  children.  I can't  afford  to  work  for  $3." 

The  boy's  assurance  amused  the  manager,  who,  jokingly,  advised  him  to 
see  Mr.  Field. 

Now  Mr.  Field's  visits  to  his  store  are  few  and  far  between. 

Fie  is  rich  enough  to  be  above  the  details  of  business,  and  when  he 
entered  the  store  an  hour  or  so  after  the  conversation  between  the 
manager  and  the  boy,  his  coming  was  in  the  nature  of  an  event. 

The  boy  heard  of  his  arrival  and  at  once  headed  for  the  millionaire 
proprietor. 

Watching  his  chance  he  slipped  upon  the  magnate  and  said: 

"Are  you  Mr.  Field?" 

"I  am  my  son;  what  can  I do  for  you?" 

"You  can  raise  my  salary,  please,  I can't  work  any  longer  for  $3  a 
week. " 

"I  don't  attend  to  those  matters.  You  will  have  to  see  the  manager." 

"I  have  already  seen  the  manager,  sir;  and  he  referred  me  to  you." 

The  boy's  manner  impressed  the  millionaire,  and  he  said: 

"My  boy,  you  are  making  $3  a week.  That  is  a pretty  good  salary  for  a 
youngster.  It  is  more  than  I was  making  when  I was  your  age.." 

"Well,"  said  the  boy,  quick  as  a flash,  "maybe  you  weren't  worth  any 
more. " 

Mr.  Field  laughed. 

Then  he  saw  the  manager. 

"That  boy,"  he  declared,  "has  too  much  pluck  and  wit  to  work  for  $3." 

The  next  week  the  juvenile  hero  of  this  tale  drew  $4,  and  promotion 
isn't  far  off. 


RICHARD  DAVIS. 


The  above  name  is  familiar  to  all  who  knew  Carlisle  in  her  early  days. 

Richard  is  an  ex-Cheyenne  pupil,  and  married  one  of  Carlisle's  Pawnee 
girls.  They  lived  for  several  years  in  the  east,  Mr.  Davis  following 
the  dairy  business.  He  had  charge  of  our  own  dairy  for  a time.  A few 
years  since,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  moved  to  the  Cheyenne  Agency  and  are  now 
living  on  their  own  farm. 

We  do  not  often  hear  from  them,  but  Mrs.  Bushman  had  a letter  from 
Mrs.  Davis  recently  and  she  writes  most  cheerfully  of  their  home  and 
prospects . 

They  have  five  daughters.  Richenda  and  May  who  were  born  in  the  east, 
are  now  going  to  school  at  Anadarko,  70  miles  from  home.  Mrs.  Davis 
says  they  are  big  girls.  They  call  the  youngest  two  their  Oklahoma 
girls. 

There  is  some  talk  of  Richard  coming  east  with  a party  of  chiefs  who 
will  visit  Washington  on  business  connected  with  the  tribe. 


(page  2) 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  PO  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Those  slings  now  used  by  the  small  boys  are  dangerous  to  the  life  of 
our  birds.  The  birds  are  our  friends.  Let  us  not  kill  them! 

One  of  our  boys  in  the  country  did  not  get  his  HELPER  regularly,  and 
in  his  letter  asking  us  to  look  up  the  matter,  puts  it  in  this  way: 

"The  HELPER  does  not  miss  me,  but  I miss  it  and  must  have  it." 

An  ambitious  woodpecker  is  trying  his  pecking  proclivities  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  flagstaff,  and  has  succeeded  in  almost  burying  himself 
in  the  wood,  while  the  boys  who  are  watching  him  daily  are  wondering  if 
he  is  weakening  the  pole. 

We  see  by  clippings  from  the  Denver  Republican  that  the  Indian  School 
Service  Institute  held  at  Colorado  Springs  is  well  represented  by  Indian 
workers  throughout  the  field.  On  one  of  the  programs  we  notice  the  name 
of  Rosa  Bourassa,  Carlisle  '90,  as  chairman  of  the  teacher's  department 
for  one  of  the  days.  Maud  Echo  Hawk,  a Pawnee  who  came  to  Carlisle  when 
a mere  child  years  ago  figures  conspicuously  in  a partly  sensational 
account.  Miss  Echo  Hawk  went  from  Carlisle  to  the  Lincoln  Institute, 
Philadelphia,  from  where  she  graduated,  and  is  now  teaching  in  Hope 
Indian  School  at  Springfield,  S.  Dakota. 

The  special  letter  which  went  to  the  country  boys  and  girls  this  week 
we  hope  will  fill  them  with  a spirit  to  WANT  TO  DO  SOMETHING  for  their 
friend  THE  INDIAN  HELPER.  If  you  cannot  get  10  subscriptions  get  FIVE, 
or  even  ONE.  Try  to  get  more  than  ten!  Ask  someone  at  a public 
gathering  to  speak  for  the  little  paper.  Then  it  will  go!  Send  for 
sample  copies  for  distribution.  The  commission  alone  is  worth  working 
for,  then  if  you  get  the  prize  all  the  better. 

It  is  astonishing  how  nicely  a DIME  carries  if  wrapped  in  paper  and 
encased  in  an  ordinary  envelope,  provided  the  latter  is  addressed  to  the 
INDIAN  HELPER,  for  a year's  subscription.  Don't  you  feel  like  sending 
us  just  ONE?  Let  it  be  the  name  and  address  of  somebody  who  OUGHT  to 
become  interested  in  the  uprising  Indian,  and  your  dime  may  do  a world 
of  good. 

Mrs.  Bull,  whom  so  many  at  Carlisle  remember  most  pleasantly  since  she 
was  here  last  year  with  her  husband,  is  now  at  Chautauqua.  She  says  it 
is  quite  like  old  times  to  see  some  of  her  Carlisle  friends  who  are  at 
Chautauqua.  Mrs.  Bull  retains  her  interest  in  the  school  and  HELPER  and 
often  sends  clippings  picked  up  here  and  there.  Below  is  one  taken  from 
the  N.Y.  Sun  of  Duly  16,  and  will  be  of  interest  to  all  who  know  the 
boys  at  the  seashore: 

"A  New  Dersey  seaside  hotel,  where  I have  been  this  week,"  said  a 
man  yesterday,  "Has  a dozen  waiters  who  would  make  an  old  plains-man 
jump  out  of  his  chair  when  he  first  laid  eyes  on  them,  though,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  are  better  natured  than  the  average  waiting  maid. 
They  are  all  Indians  from  the  Government  school  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  except 
the  head  waiter,  who  is  a Princeton  sophomore. 

"The  Indians  take  a great  interest  in  athletics,  and  one  of  them, 
Albert  Nash,  a graduate  of  the  Carlisle  school,  was  one  of  the  winning 
team  in  the  relay  races  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Another  of 
these  waiters  is  Vincent  Nahtalish,  who  was  taken  prisoner  as  a child  in 
the  Apache  war.  For  a time  he  was  confined  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Edwin  Moore  is  the  high  jumper  of  the  group,  who  distinguished  himself 
at  the  Fourth  of  Duly  games.  Healy  Wolfe,  another  Indian,  is  a little 
chap  who  came  from  Alaska,  and  he  is  very  proud  of  the  fact  that  he 
served  Capt.  Pratt,  the  director  of  the  Indian  school,  as  orderly.  The 


names  of  some  of  the  other  Indians  are  Edward  Peters,  George  Muscoe, 

John  Garrick,  Edward  Rogers,  and  Joseph  Scholder,  and  while  their 
appearance  as  waiters  does  not  suggest  the  ultimate  solution  of  the 
Indian  problem,  it  does  indicate  that  they  can  adapt  themselves  to  the 
surroundings  at  a summer  hotel,  and  that  is  something  that  many  a white 
man  finds  difficult. 

The  Princeton  student  referred  to  is  Howard  Gansworth  who  graduated  at 
Carlisle  in  '94. 

Band  director,  Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock,  who  has  been  on  an  extensive 
trip,  visiting  nearly  all  the  prominent  Indian  Industrial  and  Training 
Schools  throughout  the  west  including  those  on  the  Pacific  coast,  in  the 
interests  of  the  band,  returned  on  Wednesday.  On  his  way  east  he 
stopped  at  the  White  Earth  Agency  to  see  his  wife  and  baby  Edmond.  He 
says  he  found  them  well  and  having  a fine  time.  The  last  school  visited 
was  Wittenberg,  Wis.  A number  of  recruits  for  the  band  have  come  in  and 
we  expect  to  have  the  best  band  we  ever  had  along  about  January.  Much 
practicing  and  hard  work  will  be  required  before  we  can  reach  our 
World's  Fair  point,  so  many  of  the  old  players  having  left.  Our  aim  is 
perfection,  regardless  of  our  being  Indians,  and  we  will  get  as  near  to 
that  point  as  possible.  Away  with  the  notion  that  "They  play  well  for 
Indians!"  Our  football  team  plays  very  well  for  Indians  and  for  any 
other  race,  and  so  will  the  band. 

The  HELPER  has  offered  by  special  letter  to  students  of  farms,  $10  to 
the  one  sending  or  bringing  in  the  largest  number  of  subscriptions  by 
the  1st  of  October,  and  in  addition,  20  cents  on  the  dollar.  This  offer 
is  good  for  any  Indian  anywhere.  Send  for  subscription  blanks  and 
sample  copies. 

In  asking  for  sample  copies  state  the  number  you  want. 

When  you  fill  up  the  subscription  blanks  sent  you,  drop  a card,  asking 
for  more. 

Yes,  if  you  are  working  for  the  prize,  send  us  the  money  and  names 
every  time  you  fill  out  a blank  of  10,  and  you  may  keep  20  cents  on 
every  dollar  you  collect. 

Two  cent  stamps  are  acceptable  in  amounts  less  than  a dollar,  in 
payment  for  subscriptions. 
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A hot  wave  is  coming. 

Is  it  fun  to  go  to  early  market? 

The  rains  have  started  the  grass,  again. 

The  rains  this  week  have  made  all  vegetation  to  smile. 

Miss  Jacobs  of  the  sewing  department  left  yesterday  for  her  vacation. 

The  newly  sodded  athletic  field  looks  in  fine  condition  since  the 
recent  rains. 

Luzena  Jackalie  is  the  champion  whiteshirt  maker  she  having  completed 
40  thus  far  in  July. 

The  inquiry  all  around  one  morning  this  week  was  "What  was  the  matter 
with  the  bell?" 

Miss  Lillie  Frantz,  of  Lancaster,  who  was  a guest  of  Miss  Cochran  for 
a few  days  left  on  Saturday. 

Mrs.  Cook  left  on  Monday  for  her  former  home  in  Connecticut,  where 
live  her  mother  and  sister. 

Mrs.  Corbett  of  the  sewing  department  is  taking  her  leave,  and  Mrs. 
Lininger  has  returned  to  duty. 

Miss  Cochran  left  yesterday  for  her  home  at  Millerstown,  where  she 
expects  to  spend  the  most  of  her  vacation. 

The  dry  weather  in  these  parts  has  injured  Carlisle's  famous  market. 
Fruits  and  vegetables  are  scarce  and  poor  this  year. 

Miss  Peter  took  train  for  Chicago  last  Saturday  night.  She  will  spend 
her  vacation  among  friends  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Windy  City. 

Could  Edith  Miller  have  seen  how  happy  she  made  the  shut-ins  at  the 
hospital  by  the  flowers  she  sent  from  the  country  she  would  have  been 
amply  repaid  for  her  pains. 

Several  of  our  Presbyterian  boys  attended  the  First  Church  Sunday 
School  Picnic  at  Pine  Grove  yesterday.  Among  others  Mr.  St.  Cyr  and 


Robert  Emmett  of  the  printing  office. 

Sarah  Morrett  often  comes  out  from  town  these  quiet  vacation  days  to 
see  her  papa  in  the  shoe  shop.  He  is  almost  alone,  now,  so  many  of  his 
boys  being  out  in  the  country. 

When  all  the  band  boys  arrive  whom  Mr.  Wheelock  has  secured  from  the 
training  schools  visited,  there  will  be  38  new  ones.  We  expect  to  have 
a band  of  sixty  this  year. 

Our  school  numbers  at  present  807.  Of  these  599  are  in  country  homes 
for  the  summer.  Of  the  whole  number  369  are  girls,  and  438  boys.  280 
girls  are  in  the  country  and  319  boys. 

Miss  Kate  Grindrod,  '89,  trained  nurse  of  Philadelphia  who  came  last 
week  to  spend  her  vacation,  was  called  by  Dr.  Hemminger  of  Carlisle  to 
nurse  one  of  his  patients  at  Newville. 

Mr.  Dames  Wheelock  has  gone  to  Shamokin,  which  sounds  worse  than  it 
really  is,  for  it  is  only  his  clarinet  that  will  smoke  there  for  a week 
or  so,  and  that  mainly  by  the  blowing  out  process. 

Rev.  Egerton  R.  Young,  lecturer  and  missionary  was  a visitor  on 
Monday.  He  addressed  the  pupils  assembled  for  dinner  giving  interesting 
experiences  among  the  Indians  of  the  Northwest,  to  which  the  student 
body  gave  marked  attention. 

Miss  Nana  Pratt  has  returned  from  Rehoboth,  Delaware  and  the 
Palisades,  New  York. 

Miss  Hill  left  today  for  Boston.  She  will  spend  her  leave  in  the 
vicinity  of  "the  Hub." 

D.  H.  Osborn  and  family  of  Carlisle  and  C.  G.  Smith  of  Cumberland, 

Md.,  were  interested  visitors  on  Friday. 

After  such  a dry,  hot  period  it  is  surprising  to  many  that  the  storms 
to  supply  the  parched  vegetation  with  drink  should  come  so  gently.  It 
sprinkles,  then  rains  and  soaks,  then  rains  again,  "just  the  kind  that 
is  needed . ' 

Thomas  Marshall  led  the  service  on  Sunday  evening,  the  topic  being  How 
to  make  a happy  home.  He  alluded  feelingly  to  the  homes  of  his  people 
and  placed  the  foundation  principles  of  true  home-building  on  the 
Christian  life. 

Miss  Nancy  Seneca  who  resumed  her  duties  as  nurse  in  the 
Medico-Chirurgical,  Philadelphia,  last  week  after  a pleasant  vacation 
with  us,  says  they  have  had  quite  a number  of  "heat"  cases  recently  and 
that  they  have  plenty  of  work,  day  and  night. 

Mrs.  Barclay  was  seen  upon  the  grounds  on  Wednesday,  when  we  thought 
she  was  at  Huntingdon  with  her  daughter  and  Miss  Seonia.  She  is 
boarding  in  town  and  will  remain  until  Monday,  when  Mr.  Barclay  and  she 
will  go  to  the  mountains  for  a time. 

Little  Harry  Seonia  loves  to  linger  around  the  printing-office 
sometimes.  He  likes  to  see  the  "weels  go  wound"  and  hear  the  click  of 
the  type,  and  much  to  the  surprise  of  all  he  set  up  some  type  the  other 
day,  having  learned  nearly  all  the  boxes  before  any  one  knew  it. 

Misses  Carter  and  Weekley  have  left  Chautauqua,  the  former  to  go  to 
her  home  among  the  Berkshire  hills  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  to 
South  Carolina.  They  went  together  as  far  as  Albany,  N.Y.  A card  from 
Miss  Weekly  says  she  enjoyed  the  trip  down  the  Hudson  and  that  she  has 
had  a delightful  summer  so  far. 

Miss  Luckenbach  is  down  at  her  desk  just  as  though  she  had  not  been  to 
London,  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Liverpool  and  the  like.  The  Pennland 
brought  her  to  America  last  Sunday  morning,  after  an  absence  of  from 
four  to  five  weeks.  She  went  mainly  for  the  ocean  voyage,  but  saw 
enough  in  the  British  Isles  to  amply  repay  her  for  the  short  stay.  She 
says  that  now  she  is  ready  to  take  a continental  trip. 

Mr.  Sowerby  has  returned  from  Chicago  where  he  has  been  attending  the 
Cook  County  Summer  School.  He  says  that  Miss  Peter  arrived  before  he 
left.  He  speaks  of  having  met  and  enjoyed  Dr.  Montezuma.  Miss  Emma 
Dohnson  was  also  there.  Miss  Bowersox  will  spend  a week  or  so  in  Elgin, 
and  then  return  to  her  home  in  Pennsylvania  for  the  rest  of  her  annual 
leave . 

Captain  Pratt's  house  is  receiving  an  overhauling.  Floors  are  being 
replaced,  rooms  altered  to  suit  convenience,  stairways  changed,  etc. 


While  this  work  is  going  forward  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  and  Misses  Nana 
and  Richenda  are  occupying  the  east  end  of  the  teachers'  quarters  - 
rooms  vacated  by  teachers  who  are  away  on  their  vacation.  Captain  seems 
to  feel  quite  at  home  in  their  sitting  room,  as  it  is  his  old  office. 
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HOW  THE  LITTLE  INDIAN  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  PLAY  IN  CAMP. 


There  are  many  games  played  by  children  which  mimic  the  occupations  of 
mature  life,"  says  Miss  Fletcher,  than  whom  no  one  knows  more  on  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  real  life  of  the  Indian  in  his  home. 

"Going  on  the  hunt,  with  all  the  stir  of  preparation,  taking  down  and 
putting  up  tents,  the  tall  stalks  of  the  sunflower  serving  as  poles;  the 
attack  of  enemies,  the  meeting  of  friendly  tribes  and  their 
entertainments  - all  these  furnish  incidents  for  days  and  days  of  play," 
she  continues. 

"Deft-fingered  children  make  toys  out  of  clay,  modeling  men  and 
animals,  and  also  any  articles  they  may  have  seen  white  men  use,  even  to 
the  fashioning  of  houses  after  those  seen  at  the  agency  or  mission. 

There  are  silent  games,  as  well  as  noisy  ones. 

Two  persons  will  sit  and  stare  at  one  another,  to  see  who  will  laugh 
first . 

Sometimes  boys  and  girls  play  at  the  following  game,  which  is  called 
"Ke-tum-bae-ah-ke-ke-tha, " - contending  with  the  eyes  by  looking. 

A number  of  young  folks  may  be  together,  when  suddenly  one  of  the 
number  will  call  out,  'Tha-ka!'  whereupon  all  must  repeat  the  word, 
beginning  at  one  end  of  the  circle  round  to  the  other. 

After  this  word  is  spoken,  silence  must  be  maintained;  no  one  must 
even  smile. 

Whoever  breaks  the  spell  is  punished. 

Water  is  poured  over  the  offender,  or  his  head  snapped  with  fingers. 

Sometimes  children  play  this  game  after  they  are  put  to  bed,  and  many 
a sober  face  with  dancing  eyes  peers  over  the  covers,  until  sleep  comes, 
and  morning  breaks  the  spell." 


CARLISLE  IS  PUTTING  INDIANS  ON  THEIR  FEET. 


Rev.  Sherman  Coolidge  is  an  Arapaho  Indian.  We  all  remember  how  he 
looked  on  the  platform  last  Commencement  Day  along  side  of  other 
prominent  men.  He  has  been  travelling  since,  and  when  asked  by  a 
reporter  the  other  day  whether  he  considers  the  school  at  Carlisle  to  be 
filling  the  needs  of  the  Indian  youth,  Mr.  Cooldige  replied: 

"Yes,  it  is  doing  what  the  nation  wants  to  do  for  the  Indian.  Its 
object  is  to  put  him  on  his  own  feet,  and  make  him  self-reliant  and 
self-supporting. " 

The  gentleman  declares  that  it  is  all  "bosh"  to  say  that  the  graduates 
of  the  school  go  back  to  barbarity  when  they  return  West.  He  has  never 
known  an  instance  of  this  sort.  Of  course,  those  who  attend  school  for 
only  a year  or  so,  and  who  get  but  a taste  of  civilization  do  sometimes 
go  back  to  their  old  ways,  but  he  has  known  many  cases  where  even  these 
have  kept  bravely  to  the  ways  they  have  been  taught  here. 

He  considers  the  family  life  which  the  pupils  have  when  they  are  sent 
out  into  homes  for  a time,  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  their  experience. 


BURDETTE  SAYS  TO  BOYS: 


Don't  smoke,  my  boy. 

It  makes  you  stupid,  so  it  doesn't  advance  you  in  athletic  sports. 

It  makes  you  nervous,  so  it  doesn't  make  you  a better  shot. 

It  makes  you  smell  like  a taproom,  so  it  doesn't  make  you  pleasant 
company. 

It  doesn't  do  you  a particle  of  good;  it  makes  you  appear  silly  and 
ridiculous;  it  is  as  disagreeable  and  offensive  to  yourself  as  to 
anybody  else;  you  don't  get  a bit  of  comfort  out  of  it,  and  you  know  it, 
so  don't  smoke. 


GOOD  MANNERS. 


This  is  what  the  Farm  Journal  says: 

Young  man,  if  you  want  to  be  polite  never  take  the  arm  of  a young 
woman  with  whom  you  are  walking.  It  makes  her  mad  nine  times  out  of  ten. 


Another  thing  the  same  paper  says: 

If  you  want  to  know  a woman's  true  character,  linger  after  the  guests 
are  gone  and  listen  to  what  she  has  to  say  about  them. 


We  have  received  copies  of  the  INDIAN  HELPER  published  in  the  school 
located  at  Carlisle,  Paj  also  The  Red  Man  from  the  same  institution  and 
find  them  very  interesting  and  instructive  papers.  We  hope  to  be  placed 
on  their  exchange  list  as  they  are  on  ours.  -[Industrial  School  Record. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  15  letters. 

My  5,  4,  2 is  what  chases  cows. 

My  10,  7,  8 has  not  much  peace  where  a cat  is. 

My  13,  9,  11,  3,  15  is  a sour  fruit. 

My  14,  6,  12  is  best  not  to  do  in  business. 

My  13,  1,  5 is  a boy. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  does  not  know  of  a single  Indian  boy  who 
would  object  to  my  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  Pilot  Mountain. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Blanket  Weave"  

Date:  Fri,  03  Dul  1998  00:02:02  -0600 

From:  Alan  & Teresa  Greatorex  <btida@earthlink.net> 

Sub j : poem 

UUCP  email 

BLANKET  WEAVE 

by  Tara  Underwood 

This  blanket  I weave  will  show  a tale. 

A tale  of  my  people  , the  way  we  were. 

Pictures  of  the  women 

preparing  the  corn 

And  the  children  at  play. 

Hunters  of  buffalo,  the  way  of  life 
from  night  to  day. 

Our  hands  worked  the  earth. 

Our  feet  stood  ground. 

Our  faces  wore  pride. 

We  took  care  of  our  own, 
like  the  wolf, 

we  provide  for  our  pack  our  family 
with  what  they  need. 

We  killed  for  food  like  the  wolf, 
and  we  planted  seed. 

Like  the  wolf  we  sang  our  songs. 

In  this  blanket  I weave... 

I will  use  the  color  red  for 
the  blood  we  shed. 

I will  use  the  color  white  for 


who  denied  oun  nights. 

I will  use  the  color  blue  for 
the  sadness  we  knew. 

Like  the  wolf,  we  were 
driven  away. 

Like  the  wolf,  we  cried  this 
blanket  will  say. 

This  blanket  I weave  of 
red  white  and  blue. 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Dul  98  04:15:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  10-16 

AUKAKE 

(August) 

(Mahoe-mua) 

10 

The  orchid  embodies  the  perfection  of  diversity. 

11 

Never  be  afraid  to  experience  life. 

12 

The  song  of  the  ocean  is  captured  forever  in  the  tiniest  shell. 

13 

Wherever  I journey,  this  place  of  wonder  walks  by  my  side. 

14 

The  fullness  of  each  day  is  made  up  of  both  light,  malamalama,  and  shadow, 
ke  aka. 

15 

Tiny  lights  bob  in  the  darkness  as  paper  boats  carry  them  out  to  sea  on 
the  evening  tide  --  we  are  one  with  our  past. 

16 

The  gecko  sings  inside  my  home,  blessing  it. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Native  America  Calling  Topics  for  all  of  August"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Aug  1998  10:59:11  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@che2.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : (Fwd)  Native  America  Calling  Topics  for  all  of  August 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  AUGUST: 

MON  - 8/3:  Abortion  Laws: 

A case  involving  a 12-year  old  Michigan  girl... who  is  six  months  pregnant  by 
her  own  brother. . .has  re-ignited  the  abortion  debate.  State  laws  prevent  the 
girl  from  terminating  the  pregnancy,  but  what  about  abortion  laws  in  Indian 
Country... do  they  exist?  Guests  include  Gloria  Felt,  President  of  Planned 
Parenthood  Federation  of  America. 

TUE  - 8/4:  What  is  Sacred  Land?: 

Sacred  land  has  been  described  as  land  that  shares  the  same  spirit  as  the 
people  who  live  upon  it.  But  how  do  we  define  hallowed  ground  in  more 


tangible  terms?  Is  some  land  more  sacred  than  other  land?  Guests  include 
Chris  Peters,  executive  director  of  the  Seventh  Generation  Fund,  and  other 
members  of  the  Indigenous  Environmental  Network. 

WED  - 8/5:  Indian  Gaming ...  Good  or  Evil?: 

Tribes  are  being  attacked  on  all  fronts  over  their  perceived  riches  from 
gaming  revenues.  Governors ...  congressmen ...  attorney 

generals. . .mayors. . .everybody  is  getting  in  on  the  act.  Is  there  any  other 
way  to  make  legitimate  money  on  our  reservations?  Invited  guests  include 
Rick  Hill,  chair  of  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Association. 

THU  - 8/6:  Millennium  Computer  Bug: 

When  the  clock  strikes  midnight  on  Dec.  31,  1999... it  could  create  mass 
confusion  and  chaos.  Why?  Because  of  the  impending  computer  bug  that  will 
automatically  reset  computers  from  coast  to  coast.  Is  Native  America  taking 
notice? 

FRI  - 8/7:  Infant  Nutrition: 

A new  life_a  new  beginning.  Today  on  the  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native 
America  Calling,  we'll  discuss  the  importance  of  providing  newborns?  loin 
Sharon  McConnell  and  guests  for  a discussion  on  what  mothers'  can  do  to 
ensure  a healthy  start  for  their  newborn. 

Please  understand  that  programs  scheduled  for  the  following  weeks  are  more 
likely  to  change  due  to  unforeseen  cancellations  and  late  breaking  news. 
Watch  your  e-mail  for  updates. 

MON  - 8/10:  Water  2000  in  Indian  Country: 

Vice  President  Albert  Gore  recently  announced  a $5.1  million  program  for 
safe  drinking  water  projects  in  five  native  communities.  What  about  the  rest 
of  Indian  Country? 

TUE  - 8/11:  New  Treaties: 

There  is  still  debate  over  the  interpretation  of  century-old  treaties 
between  Native  tribal  nations  and  the  U.S.  government.  Why  not  scrap  the  old 
treaties  and  draw  up  some  new  ones? 

WED  - 8/12:  Indian  Schools  On-line: 

As  part  of  the  Presidents  nationwide  initiative. . .tribal  schools  and 
colleges  are  catching  up  with  the  rest  of  the  world  wide  webbers.  Can  our 
children  compete  in  this  age  of  technology? 

THU  - 8/13:  TBA 

FRI  - 8/14:  Heart  Disease: 

Heart  Disease  is  the  leading  cause  of  death  for  Alaska  Natives  and  American 
Indians  of  all  ages.  Today  on  the  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America 
Calling,  we'll  discuss  the  cause,  treatment  and  prevention  of  heart  disease. 
How  can  we  take  better  care  of  our  hearts?  loin  Sharon  McConnell  and  guests 
when  the  discussion  turns  to  keeping  strong  heart. 

Please  understand  that  programs  scheduled  for  the  following  weeks  are  more 
likely  to  change  due  to  unforeseen  cancellations  and  late  breaking  news. 
Watch  your  e-mail  for  updates. 

MON  - 8/17:  U.S.  Trust  Territories: 

From  Guam  to  Puerto  Rico... the  U.S.  has  acquired  additional  lands  as  part  of 
their  trust  territories.  Are  we  seeing  the  modern-day  development  of 
reservations  in  these  Third  World  countries? 

TUE  - 8/18:  Current  Events: 

Sacajawea  could  be  on  the  next  U.S.  coin... and  there  is  a campaign  promoting 
a national  Indian  holiday.  These  and  other  current  events  in  Indian  Country 
will  be  discussed? 


WED  - 8/19:  TBA 


THU  - 8/20:  Music  Maker:  Native  Roots  & Rhythms: 

A star-studded  musical  lineup  is  scheduled  for  this  show  that  coincides  with 
the  Santa  Fe  Indian  Market. 

FRI  - 8/21:  Single  Parenting: 

Parenting  can  be  both  joyous  and  painful_it  can  be  doubly  so  when  you  are  a 
single  parent.  Today  on  the  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling, 
we'll  discuss  single  parenting  and  how  it  can  affect  the  health  of  both 
parent  and  child.  What  are  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  being  a 
single  parent?  loin  Sharon  McConnell  and  guests  for  an  in  depth  look  at 
single  parenting  in  the  90's. 

Please  understand  that  programs  scheduled  for  the  following  weeks  are  more 
likely  to  change  due  to  unforeseen  cancellations  and  late  breaking  news. 
Watch  your  e-mail  for  updates. 

MON  - 8/24:  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs: 

What  exactly  is  the  role  of  this  committee  and  who  are  the  members?  We  will 
give  Indian  Country  access  to  perhaps  our  most  important  decision  making 
group  on  Capitol  Hill. 

TUE  - 8/25:  TBA 

WED  - 8/26:  Book-of -the-Month : Horse,  Follow  Closely: 

There  is  a relationship  between  horse  and  rider  that  is  based  on  trust  and 
harmony,  loin  us  as  we  interview  author  GaWaNi  Pony  Boy  of  the  Tsa-La-Gi 
Nation  about  the  traditional  training  methods  of  his  ancestors...  Americas 
first  great  horsemen. 

THU  - 8/27:  TBA 


FRI  - 8/28:  Sweat  Lodges: 

Sweat  Lodges  purify  and  cleanse  the  mind,  body,  and  soul,  as  well  as  play 
and  integral  role  in  the  healing  of  native  peoples.  Toady  on  the  "Wellness 
Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling,  we'll  discuss  the  use  of  sweat  lodges  in 
the  healing  process,  lust  how  often  and  when  are  sweat  lodges  used?  loin 
Sharon  McConnell  and  guest  as  they  explore  the  world  of  sweat  lodges. 

Please  understand  that  programs  scheduled  for  the  following  weeks  are  more 
likely  to  change  due  to  unforeseen  cancellations  and  late  breaking  news. 

Watch  your  e-mail  for  updates. 

MON  - 8/31:  Return  of  Our  Ancestors: 

Amazingly ...  universities,  museums,  individuals,  etc.,  are  still  not 
complying  with  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act. 

What  will  make  them  see  the  light? 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin,  AIROS  800-571-6885,  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Leona  Westdahl,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  nnn@alaska.net 

Christine  Penney 

Project  Coordinator 

University  of  Minnesota 

187  McNeal  Hall  - 1987  Buford  Ave 

St.  Paul,  MN  55108 

612-624-1237 

cpenney@che2. che .umn.edu 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"Western  culture  and  its  emphasis  on  academic 
degrees,  however,  has  almost  smothered  this  truth. 


We  have  made  the  words  "graduation"  and  "education" 
almost  synonymous.  We  measure  achievement  in 
academic  credits.  We  discount  experience,  depth  and 
failure.  We  believe  in  action  and  results  and  products 
and  profits  and  youth... But  in  the  end,  all  of  that  kind 
of  achievement  is  nothing  but  a spiritual  wasteland  if 
along  the  way  we  have  not  attached  ourselves  to  the 
discovery  of  truth,  the  cultivation  of  beauty  and  the 
recognition  of  the  real  learnings  of  life. 

D.  Chittister 

Wisdom  Distilled  from  the  Daily, 

Harper  Press  San  Francisco, 1990. " 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  3 August  1998  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  29  Dul  1998  12:07:36  -0700 
From:  Charles  Hoffman  <choffman@octel . com> 

Sub j : PowWow  Hayward,  CA  Sept  26th 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

All  Nations  Together  and  CSUH  present  the  4th  annual  Pow  Wow  on  the  Hill. 
No  Drugs  - No  Alcohol 
For  Information  Call: 

Marc  at  408-262-4337  Dennifer  510-886-2538  Kristina  209-607-6173 
or  email 

allnationscsuh@juno . com 

or  visit  the  web  site  at 
tesla . csuhayward . edu/~art/tempnat ions/ pow. html 

Charles  Hoffman 

You  are  not  judged  by  how  much  you  love, 

but  by  how  much  you  are  loved  by  others.  --  G.  P.  Oz 


Date:  Wed,  29  Dul  1998  22:04:05  -0600 

From:  ALAN  MOOMAW  <MOOMAW. ALAN@epamail . epa . gov> 

Sub j : AISES  20th  Anniversary  Conference  -Forwarded 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

To  GRB  Members: 

From:  Georgia  Madrid,  GRB  Chairperson 

Subject:  Since  the  AISES  webpage  has  not  been  updated  and  I have  received 
inquiries  about  the  conference,  attached  is  the  revised  agenda  for  the 
AISES  20th  annual  national  conference.  The  conference  has  been  cut  from  4 
days  to  3 days  and  will  be  from  December  3 to  December  5,  1998.  Please 
also  note  the  meeting  time  for  the  GRB.  I was  told  that  the  registration 
and  exhibitor  booth  information  will  be  sent  out  in  August.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  please  call  me  at  (303)  497-6732. 


The  AISES  20th  Annual  National  Conference  Agenda  (revised  7/21/98) 
Thursday,  December  3,  1998 

12:00  noon  - 4:00  p.m.  - Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

Government  Relations  Board  Meeting 
Corporate  Advisory  Board  Meeting 
College  Chapter  Advisors  Meeting 

12:00  noon  - 5:00  p.m.  - Exhibitor  Set-up/conference  registration 

5:00  p.m.  - 6:00  p.m.  - Student  Orientation/Exhibitor  Orientation 

6:00  p.m.  - 8:00  p.m.  - Opening  Ceremony  - Speaker:  Steven  Covey 

8:00  p.m.  - 9:30  p.m.  - Opening  Reception 


9:30  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 


Entertainment 


Friday,  December  4,  1998 

7:00  a.m.  - 8:00  a.m.  - Continental  Breakfast 
8:00  a.m.  - 2:00  p.m.  - CAREER  FAIR/EXHIBITS 


12:00  noon  - 1:00  p.m.- 


1:00  p.m.  - 2:00  p.m.  - 
2:00  p.m.  - 7:00  p.m.  - 


3:00  p.m.  - 4:00  p.m.  - 
8:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m.  - 


Box  Lunches  at  Career  Fair 
Sequoyah  Lunch 
Concurrent  Workshops 
Student  Planning  Meeting/Caucus 

General  Members/Professional  Planning  Meeting 
Exhibitor  Feedback  Session 
Traditional  Dinner  Honor  Banquet 
Speaker:  Bill  Yellowtail 


Saturday,  December  5,  1998 

9:00  a.m.  - 10:00  a.m.  - Continental  Breakfast 
10:00  a.m.  - 12:00noon  - Feedback/Closing  Circle 
12:00  noon  - 5:00  p.m.  - Pow-Wow 


Date:  Wed,  29  Dul  1998  02:35:05  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Dan  Smoke  <dsmoke@julian.uwo.ca> 

Sub j : Honour  Our  Ancestors  Gathering 

Sekon  brother.  Following  is  a press  release  that  we  would  like  to  ask  to  be 
published  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Wotanging  Ikche  newsletter.  I'm  not  sure 
if  it's  past  deadline  but  if  it  isn't  please  consider  our  request.  We'll 
also  send  you  a London  Free  Press  article  that  was  run  in  March  about  the 
Honour  Our  Ancestors  Gathering. 

Honour  Our  Ancestors  is  a spiritual  gathering  to  promote  healing  within 
our  communities.  Spiritual  healing  is  a way  Native  Americans  exist  in 
balance,  peace  and  harmony.  The  intention  of  ceremony  is  to  unite:  to  blend 
our  communities  as  well  as  to  tie  us  with  all  of  creation. 

Saturday,  August  29th,  1998  is  a gathering  to  Honour  Our  Ancestors.  The 
purpose  is  to  raise  consciousness  and  disperse  the  notion  of  separation. 
Separation  of  the  spirit  promotes  illness,  therefore  to  heal  we  must  restore 
oneness  with  the  Creator. 

Spiritual  teachers  and  Elders  will  be  in  London,  Ontario  to  perform  a 
Releasing  of  the  Spirit  Ceremony  at  the  Neutral  Indian  Historical  Site,  also 
known  as  the  Southwold  Earth  Works  on  Saturday  morning  at  10:00  AM.  A Spirit 
Feeding  and  Community  Feast  will  follow  at  12:30  PM  at  the  N' Amerind 
Friendship  Centre,  260  Colborne  Street,  London.  Friends,  family  and 
interested  community  members  are  invited  to  attend  both  the  ceremony  and 
the  feast.  It  is  our  tradition  at  a feast  to  bring  a plate  to  pass  or  a 
non-parishable  food  item  to  help  feed  our  Elders  during  the  winter  months. 

Death  is  a universal  language,if  it  is  not  possible  to  join  us  in  our  feast 
and  prayer,  please  take  a few  moments  through  the  day  to  Honour  your 
Ancestors.  Your  prayers  and  offerings  will  be  joined  with  ours. 


For  more  Information  contact: 

Dan  and  Mary  Lou  Smoke,  London,  Ontario,  Canada 

dsmoke@julian . uwo . ca 

(519)  659-4682 

or  Meg  Cywink 

(419)  525-7129 


The  following  will  provide  background  brother. 

London  Free  Press  18,  1998 

Meg  Cywink  hopes  the  spiritual  world  will  continue  to  provide  peace  and 
happiness  to  both  her  and  her  family.  She  also  hopes  it  will  help  find  her 
sister's  murderer. 

Cywink  believes  her  native  spirit  world  has  already  given  her  a glimpse 
of  who  killed  her  sister  Sonya  Cywink. 

Meg  returns  to  London  Aug  29  from  her  home  in  Mansfield,  Ohio  to  perform 
native  celebrations  and  traditional  ceremonies  for  her  sister  on  the 


anniversary  of  her  death.  Meg  hopes  it  will  serve  as  a reminder  the  case  is 
unsolved . 

Sonya,  an  American  Ojibwa  lived  in  London  when  she  was  killed  in  August 
1994.  Her  Body  was  found  at  Southwold  Earthworks,  a historic  site  near  Iona. 
"We  don't  want  this  thing  happening  again, "said  Meg.  "We've  firmly  committed 
our  life  to  helping  our  people  and  the  police  any  way  we  can."  Meg  is  a 
soft-spoken  woman  who  says  she  finally  found  peace  after  her  sister's  death. 
She  speaks  strongly  of  her  native  spiritual  beliefs, a spirit  world  that 
provides  comfort  and  hope  for  not  only  those  who  die  but  more  importantly 
for  those  left  behind.  It's  about  healing-the  healing  of  the  spirit  which 
allows  for  healing  of  the  body.  "It  took  two  years  to  find  peace,"  said  Meg. 
"I  couldn't  do  anything  because  of  the  tragedy.  I kept  thinking  about  what 
I could  have  done.  In  our  (native)  beliefs,  in  order  to  let  the  spiritual 
being  go  to  the  next  world,  you  can't  hang  on  to  it  by  crying  and  feeling 
badly."  "I  found  peace  by  realizing  I did  everything  I could  for  her  before 
she  was  killed.  It  was  time  to  let  go." 

WORKED  AS  A PROSTITUTE 

Sonya  came  to  London  in  1991  to  cure  a drug  habit.  When  she  died  she  had 
worked  as  a prostitute  and  was  still  using  drugs.  That  picture  is  not  a true 
reflection  of  her. 

"Sonya  was  always  giving.  She'd  share  anything  with  people"  said  Meg.  But 
like  a lot  of  people,  she  looked  love  and  attention,  a quick  fix.  She 
repeated  the  same  mistake  over  and  over  again. 

Sonya  disappeared  from  London  Aug  25,  1994.  Her  body  was  found  five  days 
later.  She  had  "blunt  trauma"  to  the  head,  although  a cause  of  death  was 
never  released. 

"I  had  a spiritual  connection  with  her,"  said  Meg.  "The  day  before  she  was 
found,  something  was  pulling  me.  I had  to  be  with  my  family.  I didn't  know 
anything  was  wrong.  When  I got  there,  they  told  me  Sonya  was  supposed  to 
show  up  on  the  weekend  and  didn't."  Sonya  was  found  the  next  day. 

Four  years  have  passed  and  still  no  arrest  although  Meg  knows  the  OPP 
remain  committed  to  solving  the  case. 

On  Aug  29,  Meg  will  come  to  London  and  invite  relatives,  friends,  and 
social  agencies  and  anyone  interested  in  participating  to  come  to  a feast. 
Food  will  be  buried  symbolically  to  feed  the  animals  representing  Sonya's 
spirit.  Then  guests  will  eat.  There  will  be  a ceremony  where  Sonya's  body 
was  found. 

The  hope  is  that  the  spiritual  and  material  will  come  together. 

Meg  will  run  an  advertisement  in  the  newspaper  giving  detailed  information 
about  the  murder  and  offer  a $5,000  reward. 

"I  had  been  involved  with  a spiritual  leader,  Floyd  Hand,  a Lakota  from 
South  Dakota,"  she  said.  "I  called  him  when  I felt  lost.  I'd  never  spoken 
about  my  sister.  I finally  told  him  I lost  a sister  tragically.  At  that 
point  he  went  on  to  describe  where,  exactly  how  she  was  killed,  who  did  it, 
where  this  person  worked,  what  this  person  looked  like." 

The  hope  is  the  material  connection,  including  this  information  and  reward 
money,  will  help  develop  new  leads. 

As  for  the  spiritual  connection,  there's  the  sound  of  peace  and  contentment 
in  Meg's  voice  and  also  great  hope.  It  appears  the  spiritual  will  take  care 
of  itself. 

All  My  Relations 

Dan  Smoke  - Asayenes  & Mary  Lou  Smoke  - Asayenes  Kwe 
Producers/Hosts  "Smoke  Signals"  First  Nations  Radio  Program 
Radio  Western,  CHRW,  94.7  FM 
(519)  659-4682  fax  (519)  453-3676 


Date:  Mon,  3 Aug  1998  12:18:35  EDT 
From:  3swordy@aol.com 
Sub j : For  the  newsletter? 

Oglala  Lakota  spiritual  interpreter  Floyd  Hand  is  travelling  from  Pine 
Ridge,  SD,  for  two  special  events  in  August  and  October. 

On  Thursday,  Aug.  20,  Hand  (whose  Earth  name  is  Looks  for  Buffalo)  will  be 
at  the  farm  of  David  Heider  in  lanesville,  Wis.,  for  ceremonies  to  mark  the 


fourth  birthday  of  Miracle,  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  who  came  to  this  Earth  in 
fulfillment  of  Lakota  prophecy.  Miracle's  birthday  party  is  set  to  start  at 
10  a.m.  at  the  farm  along  the  Rock  River  near  Janesville,  according  to  David 
Heider.  The  farm  closes  at  5 p.m. 

The  farm  is  located  at  2739  South  River  Road,  Janesville.  To  get  there: 

— Take  1-90  to  Avalon  Road  (Exit  177). 

— Go  west  about  4 miles  to  the  Rock  River. 

— Turn  right  and  go  a quarter  mile.  Look  for  the  white  buffalo  at  the 
entrance  to  the  farm. 

On  Friday,  Oct.  2,  Hand  will  travel  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  to  greet  people 
and  do  a book  signing  for  his  first  book,  "A  Learning  Journey  on  the  Red 
Road."  He  will  be  at  The  Dream  Maker  Shop  on  South  Memorial  Parkway  from 
4-6  p.m.  for  the  book  signing.  The  next  day,  Saturday,  Oct.  3,  Hand  will 
conduct  a teaching  circle  based  teachings  from  the  book  from  10  a.m. -4  p.m. 
at  the  Light  of  Christ  Center  on  Evangel  Drive  in  Huntsville. 

Brochures  about  Hand's  Huntsville  visit  are  being  printed.  To  obtain  one, 
call  931-433-6763  and  leave  your  name,  address  and  phone  number. 

All  of  the  above  events  are  free  of  charge.  Expenses  for  Hand's  travel 
and  stay  have  been  paid  by  donations  already  made. 

Donations  from  attendees  will  be  accepted,  and  will  go  to  benefit  the 
Lakota  people  at  Pine  Ridge,  SD. 

For  more  information  on  ordering  Hand's  book,  call  toll-free 
1-800-713-7395. 


Alabama  pow  wow  and  festival  notices  received  in  the  mail  this  week: 

Sept.  18-20,  1998  - Trail  of  Tears  Powwow,  Waterloo,  AL 

The  town  of  Waterloo  will  host  the  Trail  of  Tears  Pow  Wow  in  conjunction 

with  the  5th  Annual  Trail  of  Tears  Commemoration  and  Motorcycle  Ride. 

For  Information:  Patricia  (256)  536-3702  or  Lee  Lawrence  (256)  379-4751 

Oct.  3-4,  1998  - The  Fort  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival,  hosted  by 
The  Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society.  This  festival  will 
be  a tribute  to  all  veterans.  Free  Admission. 

Union  Park,  downtown  Fort  Payne,  AL. 

Information:  Jerry  Lang  (256)  492-5217 

Oct.  3-4,  1998  - Cherokee  Pow  Wow  of  the  Autumn  Moon,  Dadesville,  AL 
Information:  (256)  825-0075 

Oct.  9-11,  1998  - Foot  of  the  Mountains  Fourth  Annual  Indian  Festival, 
Piedmont,  AL.  Information:  (205)  447-8811 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Adrienne  Anderson,  Save  Ward  Valley,  Nancy  Thomas,  Pete  Murney,  Larry  Innes, 
Bruce  E.  Johansen/_Native  Americas_  via  FirehairSS,  Sophia  Cleland, 

Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Barbara  Landis,  Janet  Smith, 
Christine  A.  Penney,  Tara  Underwood  via  Alan  & Teresa  Greatorex 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  11  23:33:14  1998 
Date:  Tue,  11  Aug  1998  19:16:30  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.033 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  Minn-Ind,  Big  Mountain  & 
Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
Info-Hawaii;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"Upon  suffering  beyond  suffering,  the  Red  Nation  shall  rise  again  and 
it  shall  be  a blessing  for  a sick  world.  A world  filled  with  broken 
promises,  selfishness  and  separations.  A World  longing  for  light  again. 
I see  a time  long  after  the  skies  have  grown  dark  and  dirty  and  the 
water  has  become  bad  smelling.  I see  a time  of  seven  generations  when 
all  the  colors  of  mankind  will  gather  under  the  Sacred  Tree  of  Life  and 
one  whole  earth  will  become  one  circle  again." 

"In  that  day,  there  will  be  those  among  the  Lakota  who  will  carry  the 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  unity  among  all  living  things  and  the 
young  white  ones  will  come  to  those  of  my  People  and  ask  for  this 
wisdom. " 

"I  salute  the  light  within  your  eyes  where  the  whole  universe  dwells. 

For  when  you  are  at  that  center  within  you  and  I am  at  that  place  within 
me,  we  shall  be  One." 

Chief  Crazy  Horse,  Lakota 

Shared  by  Joseph  Chasing  Horse,  Sacred  Lakota  Leader,  1997,  505  AC 
(after  Columbus) 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  week's  issue  is  being  sent  out  from  the  Black  Hills,  Paha  Sapa,  the 
heart  of  all  that  is. 

The  work  of  the  intercessors  continues  despite  proclamations  that  there 
would  be  interruptions  and  bloodshed.  I pray  it  will  remain  so  and  that 
those  who  come  to  dedicate  themselves  for  all  the  People  may  do  so.  If 
there  is  truly  wrong  in  what  anyone  does.  Creator  knows.  Creator  also 
knows  the  truth  and  the  rewards  that  await  all  who  speak  of  the  truth,  but 
act  in  a self-serving  way. 

Some  have  asked  "exactly"  what  does  the  recently  enacted  Oglala  Sioux 
Council  Ordinance  "really"  say.  The  first  article  in  this  issue  is  the 
ordinance  - exactly. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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There  are  a couple  of  articles  in  here,  each  purporting  to  represent  AIM 
and  the  interests  of  Leonard  Peltier.  I have  my  beliefs  on  this,  but  leave 
your  decision  to  each  of  you  as  to  where  the  truth  is. 

What  I do  fervently  ask  is  that  you  do  not  let  the  arguments  take  any 
precedence  over  the  true  need,  and  that  is  support  for  Leonard. 

This  reminder  From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman)  says  it  all 
When  it  has  to  do  with  the  LPDC  or  anything  affiliated  with  his  name, 
the  ONLY  voice  that  counts  is  Leonard's...  No  conspiracies,  no  "who's 
who?", . . . ONE  voice. 


September  12  is  Leonard's  birthday.  If  you  never  wrote  once  to  let  him 


know  you  cane  and  support  him,  send  a birthday  greeting.  If  you  never 
once  wrote  the  warden,  the  President  or  your  congressional  representative 
requesting  clemency,  send  a birthday  greeting.  Make  the  volume  of  cards 
send  a message  to  the  world  this  warrior  has  not  been  forgotten. 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
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The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured 

- Oglala  Ordinance 

- Leonard  Peltier's  Statement 

- Stop  Attacks  Against  LPDC 

- Bobby's  Statement/Response 

- Mi'gmaq  Struggle  for 
Economic  Self-sufficiency 

- Flawaii/1897  Petition 

- Lubicon  Cree/Canada  Resume  Talks 

- Honour  Our  Ancestors  Gathering 

- Eurocentric  Response 

- Idaho  Wolves  Killed 

- Probe  Sought  in  Wolf  Killing 

- Bishop  Ruiz's  Resignation 
Leaves  Void 

- Chiapas/The  United  States  Factor 

- Nisga'a  Deal  BC's  Northern  Ireland 
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Sovereign  Dineh  Nations 

Closing  Statement  of  the  Chairperson 

Healing  Circles  Protested 

Mic  Mac  Nation  Needs  Help 

MicMac  at  Listuguj 

Passing  of  a Rose 

Talking  Animals 

Inquiry  Into  Tsuu  T'ina  Shooting 
Native  Prisoner 

Court  Martial  of  George  A.  Custer 
Poem:  Gathering 
Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
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Conferences  and  Powwows 


RE:  Oglala  Ordinance 


Date:  Tue,  4 Aug  1998  21:14:38  -0600 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : Oglala  ordinance 

This  is  the  actual  ordinance  passed  by  the  Oglala  Sioux  Council 
ORDINANCE  OF  THE  OGLALA  SIOUX  TRIBAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  OGLALA  SIOUX  TRIBE 


ORDINANCE  OF  THE  OGLALA  SIOUX  TRIBE  PROHIBITING  POSSESSION  OF  ANIMAL,  BIRD 
AND  OR  PLANT  PARTS  USED  BY  MEMBERS  OF  THE  OGLALA  SIOUX  TRIBE  FOR 


TRADITIONAL  RELIGIOUS  PURPOSES  BY  NON-MEMBERS  OF  ANY  FEDERALLY  RECOGNIZED 
INDIAN  TRIBE  AND  ANY  NON-INDIAN 

WHEREAS:  The  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  has  the  inherent  right  to  the  free 
exercise  of  their  traditional  Lakota  religious  practices  and 

WFIEREAS:  such  right  is  affirmed  by  the  United  States  Constitution  in  the 
bill  of  rights,  as  well  as  the  1968  Indian  civil  rights  Act,  and  The 
Native  American  Free  Exercise  of  Religion  Act  of  1993  and: 

WFIEREAS:  There  are  presently  a number  of  self-proclaimed  medicine  men 
exploiting  the  Lakota  religion  and  spirituality  by  allowing  non-Indians  to 
participate-for  a monetary  fee,  in  the  observance  of  traditional  Lakota 
ceremonies,  including  the  possession  of  plant,  animal,  and  bird 
feathers  and  parts  and: 

WFIEREAS:  It  is  the  intent  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  to  eliminate  the  sale 
and  exploitation  of  Teton  Sioux  religion  and  spirituality  for  profit  and 

WFIEREAS:  The  elimination  of  the  sale  of  religion  and  spirituality  may  be 
best  addressed  by  the  adoption  of  an  ordinance  identifying  such  sale  and 
exploitation  a criminal  offense,  now 

TFIEREFORE  BE  IT  ORDAINED  that  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Council  hereby  adopt 
the  following  ordinance  outlawing  the  sale  or  possession  of  animal,  bird, 
or  plant  parts  including  but  not  limited  to  feathers,  hides,  or  skins, 
sweetgrass  or  sage. 

No  person,  other  than  enrolled  members  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe,  non- 
enrolled  members  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  whose  application  for 
enrollment  is  on  file  with  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  Enrollment  Office  or 
enrolled  members  of  any  other  federally  recognized  tribe  shall  possess  or 
have  in  their  possession,  sell,  give  away,  dispose  of,  exchange  or  barter 
any  animal,  bird  or  plant  parts  including  but  not  limited  to  bones  of  any 
bird,  talons  of  any  bird,  animal  hides,  animal  bones,  animal  teeth, 
sweetgrass,  sage,  cherry  branches  and  pine  boughs. 

In  the  event  of  the  violation  of  this  ordinance  any  officer  of  the  Oglala 
Sioux  Public  Safety  Department  or  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  Parks  and 
Recreation  Department  and  Recreation  Authority  is  authorized  to  confiscate 
such  bird,  animal  or  plant  parts. 

Any  person  who  has  property  confiscated  as  a result  of  a violation  of  this 
ordinance  may  petition  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Cultural  Concerns  Committee 
for  the  return  of  such  property. 

ORDINANCE  OF  THE  OGLALA  SIOUX  TRIBAL  CULTURAL  COMMITTEE 

Whereas:  The  Oglala  Lakota  Nation,  through  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal 
Cultural  Concerns  Committee  are  in  strong  opposition  to  white  people  and 
Tribal  members  profiting  from  the  Lakota  culture.  Religion  and 
spirituality  and: 

Whereas:  The  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Cultural  Committee  has  received  numerous 
complaints  from  many  individuals  nationwide  of  non-Indians  and  Tribal 
members  posing  as  Sioux  Medicine  Men,  or  claim  to  be  trained  by  Sioux 
Medicine  men  and  exploiting  Indian  spirituality  for  profit  and: 

Whereas:  Any  item  pertaining  to  Lakota  spirituality  or  items  used  in 
ceremonies  cannot  be  sold  or  used  in  mock  ceremonies  by  non-Indians  or 
Tribal  members. 

Whereas:  Any  white  person  or  tribal  member  who  knowingly  encourages  or 
have  non-Indians  in  any  ceremony,  Sundance,  or  Vision  Quest  as 
participants  will  be  liable  and  will  be  prosecuted  in  tribal  or  Federal 


Count  for  fraud 


Whereas  the  11  proposed  amendments  to  the  Native  American  Freedom  of 
Religion  Act  be  adopted  by  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  and  incorporated  into 
the  OST  Penal  Code. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Cultural  Committee 
respectfully  requests  that  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Council  pass  and  adopt 
this  ordinance  to  stop  the  sale  and  exploitation  of  the  Sioux  Religion  and 
spirituality  for  profit. 

"RE:  Leonard  Peltier's  Statement" 

Date:  Wed,  5 Aug  1998  09:52:03  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier's  Signed  Statement: 

UUCP  email 

Greetings 

friends. 

Duly  28,  1998 

As  you  probably  know,  my  phone  privileges  have  been  suspended  and 
communication  has  been  difficult.  Because  of  the  recent  post  on  the 
internet  and  letter  to  me  by  Vernon  Foster  of  Arizona  AIM  on  his  web 
site,  it  has  become  necessary  for  me  to  respond. 

It  is  important  now  more  than  ever  that  any  information  being  put 
out  regarding  my  campaign  for  freedom  is  checked  for  validity.  It  is 
important  that  all  continue  to  work  with  the  LPDC  office  as  this  is  who 
I communicate  with  directly  and  on  a regular  basis.  The  LPDC  office  in 
Lawrence  Kansas  is  my  only  official  office. 

Please  be  informed  that  I have  not  authorized  any  other  office  or 
campaign  to  be  organized  in  my  name  because  this  causes  confusion  and 
division.  That  is  with  the  exception  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable 
Foundation,  which  is  not  involved  in  my  political  campaign.  Although 
they  are  not  part  of  the  LPDC  they  work  closely  with  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee  and  meet  with  me  on  a regular  basis. 

Please  be  informed  that  I do  not  accept  Vernon  Foster's  offer  in 
helping  me  with  my  campaign.  How  can  I work  with  Arizona  Aim  when  they 
attack  my  close  friends  and  committee.  I have  been  the  one  who  who  has 
been  in  prison  these  past  22  years.  It  is  me  who  knows  who  is  really 
trying  to  help  me  or  not.  Vernon  Foster  and  Dennis  Banks  will  not  be 
the  ones  who  decide  my  fate.  I direct  my  own  campaign,  I am  Leonard 
Peltier  and  have  that  right  to  do  so. 

Since  you  posted  this  article  on  your  web  site  and  made  it  public,  I 
have  responded  the  same.  I tell  you  to  cease  all  attacks  against  my 
Committee  and  members.  If  you  really  care  about  my  FREEDOM,  you  will 
not  interfere  in  my  campaign.  If  you  do  attack  us,  I will  respond  with 
a direct  letter  to  all  Indian  People's,  solidarity  groups  and  supporters 
to  cease  any  support  to  Arizona  Aim. 

Again  the  LPDC  is  my  direct  means  of  communication  and  I can  not 
afford  any  confusion  regarding  its  validity.  Also,  I have  not  given 
permission  to  anyone  to  open  a new  office  in  Washington  D.C.  My 
authorized  lobbyist  in  DC  is  Breeze  Luetke-Stahlman  who  is  reporting  her 
activities  to  me  on  a weekly  basis. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 

In  The  Spirit  Of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 

Please  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  if  you  have  any 
questions.  Our  phone  number  is  785-842-5775  * email 

lpdc@idir.net 

"RE : Stop  Attacks  Against  LPDC"  


Date:  Wed,  5 Aug  1998  09:58:24  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Fleart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Bobby  Castillo-  Statement:  Stop  Attacks  Against  LPDC 

UUCP  email 
Greetings : 

August  4,  1998 

I think  that  everyone  knows  that  some  very  important  things  have  been 
starting  to  happen  for  Leonard  Peltier.  It's  obvious  by  looking  at  the 
LPDC  web  site  http://members.xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html  that  a 
whole  new  campaign  is  shaping  up.  It  has  been  very  difficult  for  myself 
to  be  able  to  work  on  his  campaign  because  of  personal  attacks  against 
me  by  members  of  the  National  American  Indian  Movement  Incorporated  and 
their  subsidiaries.  Never  the  less  I am  still  here  trying  to  gain  the 
FREEDOM  of  our  brother  Leonard  Peltier.  I am  very  proud  that  Leonard 
wants  me  to  continue  working  towards  his  Liberation.  With  this  from 
Leonard  I am  going  to  work  even  harder  in  trying  to  gain  his  release. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  main  criticism  against  the  LPDC  and  myself 
comes  from  a small  group  of  Aim  chapters  affiliated  with  the  National 
American  Indian  Movement.  Tsalagiwmn  (3aol.com  and  AIM  Arizona, 
Ishgooda@tdi.net  for  AIM-Detroit  and  Don  Foster  and  Sheridan  Murphy  for 
Aimfl  are  the  few. 

Leonard  has  responded  to  the  letter  written  to  him  by  Vernon  Foster  and 
which  Vernon  was  posted  on  his  web  site  home  page. 

http://www.dickshovel.com/azaim.html  This  accuses  the  LPDC  of  being  a 
crooked  operation. 

In  the  National  Aim  web  site  Vernon  Bellcourt  has  a letter  addressing 
Autonomous  Aim. 

http://www.dickshovel.com/auto.html  in  his  letter  he  specifically  asks 
people  affiliated  with  AIM  and  people  world  wide  to  isolate  Bobby 
Castillo  and  listed  co-conspirators  and/  or  collaborators.  These 
co-conspirators  are  all  members  of  various  chapters  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  who  were  unhappy  with  the  leadership  of  National  AIM  and 
because  they're  never  was  an  election  to  determine  the  leadership.  See 
Edgewood  Declaration  http://www.dickshovel.com/Edgewood.html  Vernon 
Bellecourt  specifically  singles  me  out  while  I was  and  still  am  the 
International  Spokesperson  for  Leonard  Peltier.  Back  then  Bob 
Robideaux,  Ward  Churchill,  David  Hill,  Dian  Million  and  George  Martin 
were  also  part  of  the  LPDC.  The  whole  committee  was  under  attack  by  the 
National  American  Indian  Movement.  Now  all  those  people  are  out  of  the 
way  and  I seem  to  be  getting  the  main  focus  in  being  gotten  rid  of. 

Like  I said,  I'm  still  here. 

The  above  are  just  the  attacks  on  the  Internet.  This  does  not  include 
the  phone  calls,  physical  assaults,  smashing  of  my  hearing  aid,  calling 
my  boy's  house  telling  him  I am  dead,  breaking  my  car  windows,  having 
the  police  come  into  my  house  with  their  gun's  drawn,  letter  campaigns, 
etc.  National  AIM  Inc.,  has  raked  me  through  the  coals.  I'm  not  Anna 
Mae  and  won't  get  set  up  like  her.  The  people  who  are  behind  all  this 
did  the  exact  same  thing's  bad  jacketing  Anna  Mae.  See  Anna  Mae  Time 
Line  http://www.dickshovel.com/time.html  Knowing  this  about  Anna  Mae 
makes  me  proud  of  the  courage  that  Bob  Pictou  Branscombe  has  in  his 
pursuit  of  the  truth  and  justice  for  his  cousin  Anna  Mae  Pictou  Aquash. 

It  is  obvious  that  there  are  differences  in  AIM  and  these  differences 
have  hurt  Leonard  Peltier.  Leonard  Peltier  has  decided  who  is  working 
on  his  committee.  He  has  visits  from  his  Lawyers  and  his  para-legals  on 
a regular  basis.  He  is  very  angry  that  this  web  site  exists  with  the 
accusation  about  his  committee.  Discrediting  (Bad  Jacketing)  is  one  of 
co-intel-pro ' s favorites.  I have  spent  the  past  several  months  talking 
to  Leonard  almost  every  day.  (Before  phone  privileges  were  revoked) 
Leonard  and  his  committee  have  been  working  hard  on  concrete  plans  to 
gain  his  release.  We  have  been  under  constant  attack  and  ridicule.  I 
didn't  see  any  of  the  people  attacking  us  at  the  Washington  DC  meeting 


Dune  26th.  Why  were  they  not  helping  out  and  planning  and  working  on 
strategy  for  Leonard's  release  with  the  rest  of  us.  Nor  did  you 
organize  people  for  the  Rally  on  Dune  27th  to  show  support  for  Leonard's 
release  in  front  of  the  White  House. 

These  attacks  have  managed  to  get  events  and  important  meetings 
canceled  concerning  Leonard  Peltier  around  the  world.  Is  this  what  you 
are  trying  to  do?  What  benefit  can  you  honestly  provide  for  Leonard 
Peltier  by  continuing  this?  Dust  stop  these  attacks!.  I ask  the 
National  American  Indian  Movement  to  take  the  letter  off  the  AIM 
Arizona  web  page.  Take  your  letter  off  attacking  me  from  your  AIM 
website  by  Vernon  Bellecourt.  Stop  the  attacks  against  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Committee.  Let  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
get  its  work  done.  When  you  remove  these  attacks  from  your  websites, 
we  will  quit  responding. 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! 

FREE  MUMIA!  FREE  ALL  POLITICAL  PRISONERS!  U.S.  OUT  OF  CHIAPAS! 

Bobby  Castillo/International  Spokesperson  for  the  LPDC 
Ps.  I feel  that  the  Internet  is  the  new  co-intel-pro  tool  of 
misinformation.  If  you  want  to  know  the  truth  about  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee  call.  (785)  842-5774  or  email  at  lpdc@idir.net 
http://members.xoom . com/f reepe It ier /index. html 

"RE : Bobby's  Statement/Response"  

Date:  Sat,  08  Aug  1998  11:07:00  -0600 
From:  Don  Messec  <dmessec@csf . edu> 

Sub j : Bobby's  statement,  response 

UUCP  email 
Greetings : 

I find  it  regrettable  that  there  are  still  those  who  wish  to  divide  the 
Movement  and  that  the  Internet  is  being  used  to  expand  the  number  of 
people,  locations  and  placement  in  the  Movement  to  do  so.  I have  met 
Bobby  Castillo  on  only  one  occasion  and  so  will  not  address  his  character. 

I must  however  address  the  distortion  of  the  facts  in  his  e-mail  and 
public  position.  In  review,  the  pivotal  piece  in  Bobby  Castillo 
assertion  of  downtroddenness  under  the  foot  of  National-AIM  is  an  alleged 
statement  before  the  UN  working  group  on  human  rights  during  a 1996 
meeting  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  In  making  his  case  Bobby  Castillo 
asserts  that  an  Internet  attack  exists  against  him  and  others  by  National 
AIM  and  cites  the  posting  of  the  alleged  statement  in  Geneva  as  proof. 

The  alleged  Geneva  statement  was  and  is  posted,  not  to  any  National-AIM 
site  but  to  what  appears  to  be  Bobby  Castillo  site,  and  the  highly 
distorted  statement  has  appeared  nowhere  else.  Welcome  AIM's  site,  now 
the  vacuum  on  the  Internet  is  being  filled  by  the  Movement  and  not  others 
who  have  flourished  in  the  absence  of  a site  determined  by  the  Grand 
Governing  Council!  No  where  on  the  only  official  site  of  AIM 
(<http://www.aimovement.org/>www. aimovement.org)  is  Bobby  Castillo 
mentioned  as  alleged. 

Too,  the  timing  of  Bobby  Castillo's  Internet  "defense"  is  suspect.  The 
Grand  Governing  Council  of  AIM  is  out  of  communications  and  has  been  since 
August  2nd  as  their  meetings  and  Sundance  are  ongoing  at  Pipestone  MN.  I 
am  sure  there  will  be  more  said  about  all  of  this  after  the  Sundance. 

BTW,  I have  long  been  concerned  about  how  little  I and  others  know  about 
"dickshovel.com."  Who  among  you  can  tell  me  exactly  the  owner,  origin, 
location  and  history  of  this  site?  So  many  AIM  chapters  have  affiliated 
or  hot  keyed  with  this  site,  I hope  someone  can  tell  me  who  this  is. 

It  is  imperative  to  the  success  of  dis-information  for  the  lies  to  be 
crafted  in  with  known  truths  so  as  to  appear  equally  true  to  even  the  well 
informed.  Obvious  lies  fool  no-one  but  the  innocent,  dis-information  is 
targeted  at  the  informed. 


With  great  distaste. 


Don  Messec 


"RE ; Mi'gmaq  Struggle  for  Economic  Self-sufficiency"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Aug  1998  11:27:10  -0400 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  <mnation@cyberglobe . net> 

Sub j : Mi'gmaq  Struggle  for  Economic  Self-sufficiency 
and  Jurisdiction  over  their  lands 

UUCP  email 

Mi'gmaq  from  the  community  of  Listuguj  have  begun  to  assert  title  and 
ownership  over  their  lands.  They  are  currently  in  a struggle  for  economic 
independence  and  to  regain  jurisdiction  over  lands  that  were  illegally 
taken  from  their  ancestors. 

They  have  been  cutting  logs  on  public  lands  - without  provincial  permits. 
Mills  in  New  Brunswick  were  buying  the  logs,  but  three  weeks  ago,  the  mills 
stopped  accepting  the  wood.  The  Quebec  government  put  a stop  to  the  sales. 

In  order  to  pressure  the  government  to  reinstate  their  right  to  sell,  two 
weeks  ago  the  protesters  asked  non-Native  forestry  workers  to  leave  the 
area  and  then  they  proceeded  to  occupy  a sawmill  in  the  Gaspe  region.  The 
Quebec  government  has  responded  by  sending  in  a negotiator  to  try  to 
resolve  the  situation.  In  a statement  made  to  the  people  of  Listuguj  on 
Duly  21,  1998,  the  traditional  Mi'gmaq  council  made  claim  to  economic 
self-sufficiency  and  jurisdiction  over  their  traditional  territory.  The 
current  elected  chief  and  council  have  been  criticized  as  traitors  because 
they  handed  over  jurisdiction  hard-won  by  their  ancestors  and  the  former 
Saqamaw  and  Council,  as  was  seen  during  the  salmon  dispute  in  1981. 

Currently,  talks  with  the  appointed  negotiator,  Mr.  Bernard  Mathieu,  have 
broken  down  because  of  "incompetence".  The  Mi'gmaq  feel  that  the 
negotiating  process  is  not  working  because  any  request  for  clarification  on 
critical  issues  goes  unanswered  and  the  negotiator  lacks  the  technical  and 
historical  knowledge  of  existing  forestry  files  and  has  admitted  to  having 
no  jurisprudence  on  this  matter.  This  affects  the  negotiation  process  and 
increases  the  frustration  on  both  ends.  Thus,  those  who  are  most  directly 
affected,  are  the  Native  and  non-Native  loggers  and  their  families. 

This  is  an  issue  of  economic  self-sufficiency  and  the  inherent  right  of 
the  Mi'gmaq  People  to  lands  that  have  been  illegally  occupied  by  the  Quebec 
government . 

Please  send  letters  of  protest  to: 

Charles  Larochelle,  Directeur 

Cabinet  du  ministre  d'Etat  des  Ressources  naturelles 
3,  Complexe  Desjardins,  Tour  Nord 
26e  etage 

Montreal  PQ  H3B  1E3 
Guy  Chervette,  Minister 

Cabinet  du  ministre  d'Etat  des  Ressources  naturelles 
3,  Complexe  Desjardins,  Tour  Nord 
26e  etage 

Montreal  PQ  H3B  1E3 

Please  let  them  know  of  your  support,  this  is  going  to  be  a long  hard 
fight!  Send  them  to: 

Gary  Metallic  Sr. 

Keptin 

P.0.  Box  173,  Listuguj,  PQ. 

Or  by  facsimilie:  418/643-4318 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
+Our  site  has  been  updated! 

+Please  view  and  let  us  know  what  you  think! 

+ http: //www. cyber globe . net/users/mnation 


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


"RE : Hawaii/1897  Petition"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Aug  1998  14:53:06  -1000 

From:  Hawaii  nation  Info  <info(3hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub j : San  Francisco  Call  - 1897  Petition  article 

http://www.hawaii-nation.org/ sfcall.html 

The  San  Francisco  Call 

Thursday  Morning,  September  30,  1897 

Many  Thousands  of  Native  Hawaiians  Sign  a Protest  to  the  United  States 

Government  Against  Annexation 

By  Miriam  Michelson 

On  Board  Steamship  Australia 

Sept.  22,  1897 

Now  that  the  Australia  has  sailed  away  out  of  Honolulu,  that  wonderfully 
deep  rainbow-colored  curve  of  sea  and  sphere  and  sky-and  all  that  one  can 
see  on  the  horizon  is  a dim,  low  cloud,  which  grows  dimmer  and  dimmer-the 
memory  of  the  islands  is  like  a dream. 

Those  great  mountains,  veiled  in  tenderest  green  from  cloud  tipped 
summit  to  the  oceans  emerald  edge  below,  the  silver  waterfalls  tumbling 
from  on  high  down  into  the  darker  blue  of  the  deeper  sea,  the  extravagance 
of  foliage  and  of  flowers,  the  glory  of  sunshine  on  the  lava  created  hills 
and  the  benediction  of  shade  in  the  dusky,  wide  ravines,  beyond  which  rises 
mountain  after  mountain-it  is  all  like  a wonderful  transformation  scene, 
where  splendor  follows  splendor  till  one  is  satiated  with  loveliness. 

"Where  every  prospect  pleases  and  only  man  is  vile." 

Quoted  the  distinguished  Congressman  who  stood  behind  me  on  the 
Australia's  deck. 

I don't  know  that  the  distinguished  gentleman  alluded  particularly  to 
the  Hawaiian  Islander,  or  that  mentally  he  made  any  distinction  between 
white  and  brown.  But  his  quotation  is  particularly  apt  in  the  present 
instance. For  here  in  Hawai'i,  the  best  beloved,  the  most  richly  endowed  of 
all  Mother  natures  beautiful  family,  the  old,  old  struggle  for  Anglo-Saxon 
supremacy  is  going  on. 

The  centuries-old  tragedy  is  being  repeated  upon  a stage  small 
comparatively,  but  with  a perfection  of  gorgeous  setting  and  characters 
whose  classical  simplicity  gives  strength  to  the  impersonation.  The  only 
new  phase  in  the  old  drama  is  that  this  time  a republic  is  masquerading  in 
the  despots  role.  The  United  States,  founded  upon  the  belief  that  a just 
government  can  exist  only  by  the  consent  of  the  governed,  is  calmly  making 
up  for  the  bloody  fifth  act  - preparing  to  take  a nation; s life  with  all 
the  complacent  assurance  of  an  old  time  stage  villain. 

For  Hawaii  has  not  asked  for  annexation.  There  are  100,000  people  on  the 
islands.  Of  these  not  3 percent  have  declared  for  annexation.  To  the 
natives  the  loss  of  nationality  is  hateful, aberrant . 

It  is  the  old  battle-  the  white  man  against  the  brown;  might  against 
right;  strength  against  weakness;  power  and  intellect  and  art  against 
docility,  inertia  and  simplicity. 

And  the  result? 

"I  tell  the  natives  that  work  for  me,"  said  a man  suffering  from  an 
acute  attack  of  annexation  mania  to  me,  "you  might  as  well  walk  out  into 
the  sea  and  attempt  to  push  out  the  incoming  waves  with  your  two  uplifted 
hands  as  to  try  to  prevent  what's  coming." 

"It's  purely  a question  of  conquest,  I admit,"  he  went  on.  "We  are 
stronger  and  we'll  win.  It's  a survival  of  the  fittest." 

++++++ 

The  strongest  memory  I have  of  the  islands  is  connected  with  the  hall  of 
the  Salvation  Army  at  Hilo,  on  the  island  of  Hawaii.  It's  a crude  little 
place,  which  holds  about  300  people,  I should  think.  The  rough,  uncovered 
rafters  show  above,  and  the  bare  walls  are  relieved  only  by  Scripture 
admonitions  in  English  and  Hawaiian: 

"Boast  not  thy  self  of  to-morrow." 


"Without  Christ  there  is  no  salvation." 

As  I entered,  the  bell  on  the  foreign  church,  up  on  one  of  the  beautiful 
Hilo  hills,  was  striking  ten.  The  place  was  packed  with  natives,  and 
outside  stood  a patient  crowd  unable  to  enter.  It  was  a women's  meeting, 
but  there  were  many  men  present.  The  women  were  dressed  in  Mother  Hubbards 
of  calico  or  cloth  and  wore  sailors  hats  - white  or  black.  The  men  were  in 
coats  and  trousers  of  American  make. 

Presently,  the  crowd  parted  and  two  women  walked  in,  both  very  tall, 
dressed  in  handsome  flowing  trained  gowns  of  black  crepe  and  braided  in 
black.  They  wore  black  kid  gloves  and  large  hats  of  black  straw  with  black 
feathers.  The  taller  of  the  two  - a very  queen  in  dignity  and  repose  - wore 
nodding  red  roses  in  her  hat  , and  about  her  neck  and  falling  to  the  waist 
a long,  thick  necklace  of  closely  strung,  deep  red,  coral-like,  flowers, 
with  delicate  ferns  interspersed . 

This  was  Mrs.  Kuaihelani  Campbell,  the  president  of  the  Women's  Hawaiian 
Patriotic  League.  Her  companion  was  the  secretary  of  the  branch  at  Hilo. 

It  was  almost  pitiful  to  note  the  reception  of  these  two  leaders  - the 
dumb,  almost  adoring  fondness  in  the  women's  eyes;  the  absorbed,  close 
interest  in  the  men's  dark  heavy  faces. 

After  the  enthusiasm  had  subsided  the  minister  of  the  Hawaiian  church 
arose.  He  is  tall,  blonde,  fair-faced,  three-quarters  white,  as  they  say 
here.  Clasping  his  hands  in  front  and  looking  down  over  the  bowed  dark 
heads  before  him  he  made  the  short  opening  prayer.  He  held  himself  well, 
his  sentences  were  short  and  his  manner  was  simple. 

There  is  something  wonderfully  effective  in  earnest  prayer  delivered  in 
an  ancient  language  with  which  one  is  unfamiliar.  One  hears  not  words,  but 
hopes.  His  feelings,  not  his  reason,  are  appealed  to.  Freed  of  the  limiting 
effects  of  stereotyped  phrases  the  imagination  supplies  the  sense.  Like  the 
Hebrew  and  the  Latin  the  Hawaiian  tongue  seems  to  touch  the  primitive 
source  of  one's  nature,  to  strip  away  the  complicated  armor  with  which 
civilization  and  worldliness  have  clothed  us  and  to  leave  the  emotions  bare 
for  that  wonderful  instrument,  a man's  deep  voice,  to  play  upon. 

The  minister  closed  and  a deep  murmuring  "Amen"  from  the  people  followed. 

I watched  Mrs.  Emma  Newah  as  she  arose  to  address  the  people.  I have 
never  heard  two  women  talk  in  public  in  quite  the  same  way.  Would  this 
Hawaiian  women  be  embarrassed  or  timid,  or  self-conscious  or  assertive? 

Not  any  of  these.  Her  manner  had  the  simple  directness  that  made 
Charlotte  Perkins  Stetson,  two  years  ago,  the  most  interesting  speaker  of 
the  Women's  congress.  But  Mrs.  Stetson's  pose  is  the  most  artistic  of  poses 

- a pretense  of  simplicity.  This  Hawaiian  woman's  thoughts  were  of  her 
subjects,  not  of  herself.  There  was  an  interesting  impersonality  about  her 
delivery  that  kept  my  eyes  fastened  upon  her  while  the  interpreter  at  my 
side  whispered  his  translation  in  short,  detached  phrases,  hesitating  now 
and  then  for  a word,  sometimes  completing  the  thought  with  a gesture." 

"We  are  weak  a people,  we  Hawaiians,  and  have  no  power  unless  we  stand 
together."  read  Mrs.  Newah  frequently  raising  her  eyes  from  her  paper  and 
at  times  altogether  forgetting  it. 

"The  United  States  is  just  - a land  of  liberty.  The  people  there  are  the 
friends  - the  great  friends  of  the  weak.  Let  us  tell  them  - let  us  show 
them  that  as  they  love  their  country  and  would  suffer  much  before  giving  it 
up,  so  do  we  love  our  country,  our  Hawaii,  and  pray  that  they  do  not  take 
it  from  us. 

"Our  one  hope  is  in  standing  firm  - shoulder  to  shoulder,  heart  to 
heart.  The  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God.  Surely  that  great 
country  across  the  ocean  must  hear  our  cry.  By  uniting  our  voices  the 
sound  will  be  carried  on  so  they  must  hear  us. 

"In  this  petition,  which  we  offer  for  your  signature  today,  you,  women 
of  Hawaii,  have  a chance  to  speak  your  mind.  The  men's  petition  will  be 
sent  on  by  the  men's  club  as  soon  as  the  loyal  men  of  Honolulu  have  signed 
it.  There  is  nothing  underhand,  nothing  deceitful  in  our  way  - our  only  way 

- of  fighting.  Everybody  will  see  and  may  know  of  our  petition.  We  have 
nothing  to  conceal.  We  have  right  on  our  side.  This  land  is  ours  --  our 
Hawaii.  Say,  shall  we  lose  our  nationality?  Shall  we  be  annexed  to  the 
United  States? 

"Aole  loa.  Aole  loa." 


It  didn't  require  the  interpreter ' s word  to  make  me  understand  the 
response.  One  could  read  negation,  determination  in  every  intent,  dark  face. 

"Never!"  they  say,  "the  man  beside  me  muttered.  "Never!"  they  say,  "No! 

No ! " They  say. . . 

But  the  presiding  officer,  a woman,  was  introducing  Mrs.  Campbell  to  the 
people.  Her  large  mouth  parted  in  a pleased  smile  as  the  men  and  women 
stamped  and  shouted.  She  spoke  only  a few  words,  good  naturedly,  hopefully. 
Once  it  seemed  as  though  she  were  taking  them  all  in  her  confidence,  so 
sincere  and  soft  was  her  voice  as  she  leaned  forward. 

"Stand  firm,  my  friends.  Love  of  country  means  more  to  you  and  to  me 
than  anything  else.  Be  brave;  be  strong.  Have  courage  and  patience.  Our 
time  will  come.  Sign  this  petition  --  those  of  you  who  love  Hawaii.  How 
many  --  how  many  will  sign? 

She  held  up  a gloved  hand  as  she  spoke,  and  in  a moment  the  palms  of 
hundreds  of  hands  were  turned  toward  her. 

They  were  eloquent,  those  deep  lined,  broad,  dark  hands,  with  their 
short  fingers  and  worn  nails.  They  told  of  poverty,  of  work,  of  contact 
with  the  soil  that  they  claim.  The  women  who  presided  had  said  a few  words 
to  the  people,  when  all  at  once  I saw  a thousand  curious  eyes  turned  upon 
me. 

"What  is  it?  I asked  the  interpreter.  "What  did  she  say?" 

He  laughed.  "A  reporter  is  here."  she  says.  She  says  to  the  people, 

"Tell  how  you  feel.  Then  the  Americans  will  know.  Then  they  may  listen." 

A remarkable  scene  followed.  One  by  one  men  and  women  rose  and  in  a 
sentence  or  two  in  the  rolling,  broad  voweled  Hawaiian  made  a fervent 
profession  of  faith. 

"My  feeling,"  declared  a tall,  broad  shouldered  man,  whose  dark  eyes 
were  alight  with  enthusiasm.  "This  is  my  feeling:  I love  my  country  and  I 
want  to  be  independent  --  now  and  forever." 

"And  my  feeling  is  the  same,"  cried  a stout,  bold-faced  woman,  rising  in 
the  middle  of  the  hall.  I love  this  land.  I don't  want  to  be  annexed." 

"This  birthplace  of  mine  I love  as  the  American  loves  his.  Would  he 
wished  to  be  annexed  to  another,  greater  land?" 

"I  am  strongly  opposed  to  annexation.  How  dare  the  people  of  the  Unites 
States  rob  a people  of  their  independence?" 

"I  want  the  American  government  to  do  justice.  America  helped  to 
dethrone  Liliuokalani . She  must  be  restored.  Never  shall  we  consent  to 
annexation ! " 

"My  father  is  American;  my  mother  is  pure  Hawaiian.  It  is  my  mother's 
land  I love.  The  American  nation  has  been  unjust.  How  could  we  ever  love 
America?" 

"Let  them  see  their  injustice  and  restore  the  monarchy!"  cried  an  old, 
old  woman,  whose  dark  face  framed  in  its  white  hair  was  working 
pathetically. 

"If  the  great  nations  would  be  fair  they  would  not  take  away  our 
country.  Never  will  I consent  to  annexation!" 

"Tell  America  I don't  want  annexation.  I want  my  Queen,"  said  the  gentle 
voice  of  a woman. 

"That  speaker  is  such  a good  woman,"  murmured  the  interpreter.  "A  good 
Christian,  honest,  kind  and  charitable." 

"I  am  against  annexation  --  myself  and  all  my  family." 

"I  speak  for  those  behind  me,"  shouted  a voice  from  far  in  the  rear. 

"They  cannot  come  in  --  they  cannot  speak.  They  tell  me  to  say.  No 
annexation.  Never." 

"I  am  Kauhi  of  Kalaoa.  We  call  it  middle  Hilo.  Our  club  has  300  members. 
They  have  sent  me  here.  We  are  all  opposed  to  annexation  --  all!  --  all!" 

He  was  a young  man.  His  open  coat  showed  his  loose  dark  shirt;  his 
muscular  body  swayed  with  excitement.  He  wore  boots  that  came  above  his 
knees.  There  was  a large  white  handkerchief  knotted  about  his  throat,  and 
his  fine  head,  with  its  intelligent  eyes,  rose  from  his  shoulders  with  a 
grace  that  would  have  been  deerlike  were  it  not  for  its  splendid  strength. 

"I  love  my  country  and  oppose  annexation,"  said  a heavy  set,  gray  haired 
man  with  a good,  clear  profile.  "We  look  to  America  as  our  friend.  Let  her 
not  be  our  enemy!" 

"Hekipi,  a delegate  to  Molokai  to  the  league,  writes:  I honestly  assert 


that  the  great  majority  of  Hawaiians  on  Molokai  are  opposed  to  annexation> 
They  fear  that  if  they  become  annexed  to  the  United  States  they  will  lose 
their  lands.  The  foreigners  will  reap  all  the  benefit  and  the  Hawaiians 
will  be  put  in  a worst  position  than  they  are  to-day." 

"I  am  a mail-carrier . Come  with  me  to  my  district."  A man  who  was 
sitting  in  the  first  row  rose  and  stretched  out  an  appealing  hand.  "Come  to 
my  district.  I will  show  you  2,000  Hawaiians  against  annexation." 

"I  stand  --  we  all  stand  to  testify  to  our  love  of  our  country.  No  flag 
but  the  Hawaiian  flag.  Never  the  American!" 

There  was  cheering  at  this,  and  the  heavy,  sober,  brown  faces  were  all 
aglow  with  excited  interest. 

+++++ 

I sat  and  watched  and  listened. 

At  Honolulu,  I had  asked  a prominent  white  man  to  give  me  some  idea  of 
the  native  Hawaiian's  character. 

"They  won't  resent  anything,"  he  said,  contemptuously.  "They  haven't  a 
grain  of  ambition.  They  can't  feel  even  envy.  They  care  for  nothing  except 
extremely  simple  and  easy  living.  They  have  no  perseverance,  they  have  no 
backbone.  They're  unfit." 

Yet  surely  here  was  no  evidence  of  apathy,  of  stupid  forbearance,  of 
characters  cringing. 

These  men  and  women  rose  quickly  one  after  another,  one  interpreting 
the  other  at  times,  and  then  standing  expectantly  waiting  his  turn  --  too 
simple,  too  sincere,  it  seemed  to  me,  to  feel  self-conscious  or  to  study 
for  a moment  about  the  manner  of  his  speech,  so  vital  was  the  matter  to  be 
delivered . 

They  stood  as  all  other  Hawaiians  stand  --  with  straight  shoulders 
splendidly  thrown  back  and  head  proudly  poised.  Some  held  their  roughened, 
patient  hands  clasped,  some  bent  and  looked  towards  me,  as  though  I were  a 
sort  of  magical  human  telephone  and  phonograph  combined. 

I might  misunderstand  a word  or  two  of  the  interpreted  message,  but 
there  was  no  mistaking  those  earnest  , brown  faces  and  beseeching  dark 
eyes,  which  seemed  to  try  and  breech  the  distance  my  ignorance  of  their 
language  and  their  slight  acquaintance  with  mine  created  between  us. 

I verily  believe  that  even  the  most  virulent  of  annexationist  would  have 
thought  these  Hawaiians  human;  almost  worthy  of  consideration. 

+++++ 

The  people  rose  now  and  sang  the  majestic  Hawaiian  National  Hymn.  It  was 
sung  fervently,  a full,  deep  chorus  of  hundreds  of  voices.  The  music  is 
beautifully  characteristic,  with  its  strong,  deep  bass  chords  to  which  the 
women's  plaintive,  uncultivated  voices  answer.  Then  there  was  a 
benediction,  and  the  people  passed  out  into  the  muddy  street. 

As  I sat  watching  them,  suddenly  I heard  a timid  voice  murmur: 

"You  will  take  this  from  me?" 

A girl  stood  beside  my  chair,  her  gentle  face  with  its  dark  liquid  eyes 
smiling  down  upon  me.  She  had  slipped  a rope  --  a lei,  she  called  it  --  of 
gorgeous  red  and  yellow  flowers,  strung,  thick  and  close,  over  my  head. 

"But,"  I protested,  I don't  see  why.  I can't  do  anything,  you  know, 
except  repeat  what  you  say." 

"It  --  it  is  that."  She  hesitated,  and  then  plunged  bravely  on  with  her 
broken  English,  she  continued:  "No  one  comes  to  --  to  ask  us  . No  one 
listens.  No  one  cares.  Your  paper  will  speak  for  us  --  us  Hawaiians.  Our 
voice  will  be  heard,  too.  We  are  poor  --  you  un'stan?  And  we  cannot  talk 
your  language  very  well.  The  white  man  have  ever'thing  on  their  side.  But 
we  are  right  and  they  are  wrong." 

++++++ 

"They  are  not  heathens  --  not  cannibals,  you  see,"  said  a voice  behind 
me  as  I stepped  upon  a veranda  at  the  pretty  new  hotel  at  Hilo. 

It  was  Henry  West,  a half  white  whom  I had  seen  at  the  meeting. 

"Of  course  not,"  I answered,  "who  said  they  were." 

"Why,  a Boston  paper  --  just  lately  said  so  have  you  met  Mr.  Keakolo?" 

David  Keakolo  and  I exchanged  bows.  He  is  very  dark  and  his  hair  and 
mustache  are  gray.  He  has  a prominent  nose  and  large,  dark  expressive  eyes. 
I had  noted  him  particularly  at  the  meeting,  for  he  was  the  one  man  present 
in  a dress  suit  and  he  spoke  often  and  animatedly.  He  smiled  now,  and  said. 


with  a profusion  of  gestures: 

"I  --  am  so  sorry.  I --  cannot  speak  inglish.  I can  un'stan." 

"Yes,  " went  on  Mr.  West.  "They  call  us  savages.  All  kinds  of  names.  We 
are  not.  We  read  and  write.  Yes,  more  of  us  --  comparing,  you  know  --  read 
and  write  than  in  Senator  Morgan's  own  birth  State  --  Alabama,  is  it?  I am 
so  sorry  Senator  Morgan  did  not  come  to  Hilo  with  your  party.  If  he  would 
come  here  as  a judge  --  if  he  would  hear  both  sides  --  we  would  benefit 
from  it.  Your  country  has  wronged  us  cruelly.  Cleveland  himself  said  so. 
What  could  we  do  when  United  States  soldiers  were  landed  in  our  streets 
four  years  ago?  Let  the  United  States  right  the  wrong  now  --  let  her  not  do 
more  wrong. " 

"Would  you  prefer  the  present  government  to  annexation?"  I asked. 

"The  present  government  cannot  last.  They  know  that  themselves." 

"But  in  time  supposing  the  islands  are  not  annexed,  do  you  think  that 
the  natives  will  be  reconciled  and  --  and  take  the  oath  of  — " 

"Never . " 

And  a quick  spoken  Hawaiian  word  and  a glance  from  Keakolo's  black  eyes 
emphasized  the  negative.  They  turned  to  leave. 

"We  are  sorry  that  you  are  going  back  so  soon,"  Mr.  West  said  with 
pathetic  courtesy.  "We  should  like  to  show  you  the  country." 

I looked  after  the  two  men  as  they  walked  down  the  tree-bordered  path 
with  an  aching  sort  of  sympathy.  They  are  so  weak;  their  opponents  so 
strong. 

+++++ 

I had  to  wait  a short  time  to  see  Mrs.  Newah ' s little  drawing  room, 
where  I had  gone  to  see  Mrs.  Campbell,  the  president  of  the  Women's  league, 
by  the  way  is  the  wife  of  that  lames  Campbell,  the  wealthy  Honolulu 
planter,  who  was  kidnapped  by  Oliver  Winthrop  (now  in  San  Quentin)  and  held 
for  ransom  in  San  Francisco  last  year. 

Every  door  and  window  in  the  room  where  I sat  was  curtained  in  white. 

The  matting  floor  was  brightened  by  a large  square  of  a checkered  pattern, 
with  broad  shining  plaits.  And  this  is  really  all  I noticed,  for  Mrs. 
Campbell  entered,  and  I cared  to  look  at  nothing  else. 

Imagine  a very  tall  women,  a full  commanding  figure  dressed  in  the 
sheerest  of  lace-trimmed  white  lawn.  The  wreath  of  orange  flowers  ion  her 
black  hair  and  the  orange  lei  about  her  neck  wee  exquisitely  becoming  and 
the  loose  gowns  graceful  flow  and  full  train  gave  a charming  feminine  touch 
to  this  women  whose  sympathies  have  placed  her  in  so  unconventional  a 
position.  But  Mrs.  Campbell  is  anything  but  a new  women. 

"Do  you  women  expect,"  I asked  her,  to  be  rewarded  for  all  your  work?  Do 
you  look  forward  to  being  permitted  to  vote?" 

The  president  of  the  patriotic  league  laughed  outright. 

"Why,  we  never  thought  of  that.  I am  working  for  my  people.  That  is  all. 
When  they  are  righted,  when  they  are  content,  then  I shall  be  satisfied. 

You  were  at  the  meeting  to-day/  Did  it  not  interest  you?  There  are  such 
meetings  all  over  the  islands.  The  natives  are  far  apart.  It  is  hard  for 
them  to  get  together.  But  they  all  think  alike." 

Her  voice  is  exquisitely  low  and  full  and  lazily  deep.  She  speaks 
slowly,  but  without  a trace  of  accent.  Her  manner  is  gracious  and  her  face 
is  soft,  creamy,  brown  tinted,  with  proud  lips  and  languid  eyes.  She  looks 
Hawaiian,  but  hers  is  an  idealized  type. 

"Tell  me,  does  your  husband  approve  of  your  work?" 

"Oh,  she  answered,  smiling,"  "Of  course,  I could  --  I would  do  nothing 
without  his  prior  approval. 

"Are  all  families  --  native  families  --  united  on  this  annexation 
question?" 

"Yes,  I think  so.  Nearly  all. 

"Suppose  a Hawaiian  women's  husband  in  favor  of  annexation  --" 

"It  is  unlikely." 

"Well  if  it  were  so  , she  would  continue  to  work  in  your  league?  Could 
she  oppose  annexation  openly  and  actively?" 

"Oh,!"  Mrs.  Campbell  leaned  her  head  upon  her  large,  shapely  hand,  upon 
which  the  diamond  glistened.  "Oh,  that  would  be  very  hard.  But  --  if  I 
were  the  woman  --  yes,  I should  work  for  my  people  anyway,"  said  Mrs. 
Campbell,  decidedly  and  with  pretty  inconsistence.  "You  see,  they  are  so 


poor,  so  helpless.  They  need  help  so  badly." 

"And  are  there  no  Hawaiians  in  favor  of  annexation?" 

She  shook  her  head  slowly. 

"I  met  a woman  at  Hana,  on  the  island  of  Maui.  She  was." 

"Wasn't  she  in  the  governments  employ?" 

Mrs.  Campbell  spoke  quietly  for  the  first  time. 

"She  was  a schoolteacher/'  I admitted. 

"Ah,  I thought  so.  You  see,  the  government  will  employ  no  one  who  does 
not  swear  allegiance.  Even  the  schoolteachers  --  women,  you  know  --  must 
take  the  oath.  Why,  take  a private  business  firm.  If  a native  goes  into  a 
store  and  asks  for  a clerk's  place  if  he  wants  work  --  no  matter  what  kind 
--  if  he  will  swear  to  be  loyal  to  this  government  (a  Government  which  he 
hates,  which  he  has  had  no  voice  in  making,  which  he  hopes  to  see 
overthrown)  he  can  get  work.  If  not,  he  must  do  without.  He  cannot  get 
work.  He  cannot  vote.  Everything  is  closed  against  him.  Think  of  it.  Isn't 
it  a great,  a wonderful  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  principle?" 

"But  how  long  will  the  native  hold  out?  How  long  can  they  live?" 

"Forever.  Living  is  easy  in  Hawaii.  No  one  starves  here.  The  natives 
will  never  change." 

"How  about  the  exceptions?  Do  you  others  resent  a man  swearing  allegiance 

"No.  It  --  it  isn't  quite  the  same  --  our  feelings  for  him  --  as  it  was 
before.  But  they  are  to  be  pitied,  these  poor  people,  who  are  given  such  a 
hard  choice.  And  besides  --  " She  paused. 

"Yes?" 

Mrs.  Campbell  leaned  forward  now,  she  had  been  lying  lazily  back  in  the 
large  cane  rocking  chair. 

"This.  In  their  hearts  they  do  not  swear  allegiance.  In  their  hearts 
they  are  with  us.  Do  you  think  the  present  Government  could  rely  upon  the 
native  police  if  it  came  to  fighting  against  their  own  people?" 

It  wasn't  a question.  Mrs.  Campbell  voice  and  manner  had  become  almost 
energetic . 

I turned  back  after  I had  gone  down  the  long  stairs  and  over  the  long 
cobble  stone  walk,  to  look  back  at  her.  She  was  standing  at  the  door  in  her 
cool,  loose  white  gown,  the  orange  lei  on  her  haughty  head  and  upon  her 

shoulders  a gorgeous  string  of  deep  flowering  topaz:  her  large,  soft 

brown  hands  were  clasped,  and  her  sleepy,  dark  eyes  were  lit  up  in  a 
smiling  farewell. 

+++++ 

The  Portuguese  driver  was  waiting  at  the  gate,  and  as  soon  as  I was 
seated  in  the  carriage,  he  turned  round  and  said: 

"Well,  what  ma'am  think  of  the  country?" 

Ma'am  thought  the  country  was  unspeakably  lovely,  and  she  proceeded  to 
expatiate  on  its  beauties.  The  boy  listened  with  a patience  that  was 
uncomplimentary.  Evidently  scenic  descriptions  bored  him.  He  shrugged  his 
shoulders,  every  other  nationality  has  the  trick  of  some  other  in  this 
mince  pie  of  peoples. 

"Yes,  I know."  he  said  at  last.  "But  what  ma'am  think  going  to  come 
of  the  country?  I guess  they're"  --he  nodded  toward  the  hotel  where  some 
United  States  Congressmen  had  been  delivering  speeches  to  all  Hilo  --"I 
guess  they're  going  to  take  this  country.  And  ma'am  (he  turned  squarely 
around  now  while  the  horse  plunged  along  through  the  muddy  town),  what 
ma'am  think  'bout  these  native?  I'm  sorry  these  poor  natives.  They  got  no 
money.  They  got  no  land.  They  can'  do  nothing.  I like  see  this  country 
belong  the  natives  --  it  their  country.  What  ma'am  think?" 

But  ma'am  had  come  2,000  miles  to  find  out  other  peoples  opinions;  not 
to  express  her  own. 

+++++ 

The  most  interesting  native  Hawaiian  I met  on  the  islands  is  John 
Richardson,  a lawyer.  He  came  on  the  Claudine  in  Wailuku,  when  the  little 
steamer  was  was  on  the  return  trip  from  Hilo,  whither  she  had  gone 
specially  so  that  Uncle  Sam's  representatives  might  see  the  volcano,  the 
plantation  --  in  short,  all  the  sights,  in  a short  time. 

Mr.  Richardson  is  of  medium  height,  heavily  built.  He  is  very  dark  and 
his  black  side  whiskers  are  slightly  gray.  His  eyes  meet  one  squarely,  his 
chin  is  strong  and  decided,  his  English  is  excellent  and  his  serious  and 


courteous.  He  is  quick  at  getting  the  drift  of  one's  questions,  and  my 
short6  talk  with  him,  while  we  were  sailing  away  from  Maui  and  past 
Molokai,  interested  me  more  than  any  other  interview  I had  (for  business 
purposes)  on  the  islands. 

"I  met  a man,  Mr.  Richardson,  a native  Hawaiian  at  Kahului,  I think  it 
was.  It  was  something  beginning  with  a "k",  anyway.  He  was  in  favor  of 
annexation . " 

"Dudge  Kalua,  a circuit  court  Judge,"  Mr.  Richardson  said  promptly. 

"Yes . " 

The  native  Hawaiians  who  favor  annexation  are  of  two  classes:  Those  that 
are  in  the  Governments  employ  and  dare  not  do  otherwise,  and  those  that 
have  some  personal  grudge  against  the  former  Government:  those  who  expect 
more  than  they  got.  I believe  you  Americans  call  them  soreheads." 

We  both  laughed  at  this,  and  then  I asked  him  if  he  intended  to  sign  the 
anti-annexation  petition. 

"Certainly,"  he  answered. 

"And  how  do  the  lower  classes  of  the  natives  feel  about  it?" 

"Oh,  they  are  more  obstinate  than  those  that  are  better  informed."  he 
said  smiling.  "They'll  never  change." 

"And  do  you  think  your  petition  will  be  heeded?" 

"It  should  be.  The  United  States  can  make  no  pretense  to  friendliness 
for  the  native  Hawaiian,  no  pretense  to  honesty  or  fairness  of  we  are 
disregarded . " 

"Of  course,"  0 said,  legally  the  present  Government  has  the  right  to 
turn  over  the  republic  --?" 

"The  republic!  A strange  republic  where  a handful  of  men  are  absolute 
and  the  great  mass  of  people  are  disenfranchised;  where  soldiers  are  in 
guard  before  the  executive  building  and  the  guns  stand  ready  in  the 
basement  to  be  trained  upon  the  people." 

"What  is  the  sentiment  of  the  natives  on  Maui?" 

"What  is  it  all  over  the  islands?  No  native  not  in  the  Governments 
employ  is  reconciled  to  annexation.  And  if  the  United  States  cared  enough 
to  have  a secret  ballot  taken  to  find  out  the  sentiment  of  the  Hawaiians, 
not  twenty  natives  would  vote  for  annexation." 

+++++ 

At  Honolulu  I met  Mr.  lames  Kaulia,  the  president  of  the  Hawaiian 
League.  Mr.  Kaulia  is  a thoughtful  looking  man,  with  a brown  mustache  and 
very  serious,  dark  eyes.  During  our  interview  on  the  Hotel  veranda,  he 
smiled  only  once,  and  that  was  when  he  spoke  of  a man  as  a "P.G." 

"P.G.,"  I repeated,  wandering  what  in  this  land  of  vowels  the  term  might 
mean . 

"Yes,  P.G.  --  Provisional  Government  --  you  understand?  We  call  those 
natives  that  took  the  oath  P.G's." 

"And  you  people  feel  bitterly  towards  the  P.G's.,  do  you?  An  American 
told  me  that  a Hawaiian  never  resents  anything." 

Mr.  Kaulia's  face  looked  forbidding  for  a moment. 

"I  guess  --  I guess  he  don't  know  us.  We  Hawaiians  hate  ( the  word  was 
pronounced  with  such  deliberation  as  to  give  it  extra  emphasis),  we  hate 
the  P.G's.  when  they  are  --  are  really  in  favor  of  the  Government.  But 
there  are  very  few  --  very  few,  who  are  not  really  with  us.  Take  the  police 
now,  who  have  sworn  allegiance,  of  course.  Some  of  them  have  signed  our 
petition  against  annexation.  Not  the  head  man,  you  understand." 

"Isn't  that  rather  unwise?" 

"Oh,  the  Government  will  not  find  out." 

But  if  I should  publish  the  fact?" 

"The  Government  will  say  it  is  not  true." 

"Oh  --  well  tell  me,  how  many  Hawaiians,  natives,  will  sign  your  petition 

"Thirty  thousand,  including  boys  over  15." 

"There  aren't  many  more  than  that  in  the  islands." 

"Not  one  thousand  more." 

"Will  any  white  men  sign  it?" 

"Some.  Yes.  But  of  course  a white  man  must  expect  to  suffer  in  his 
business,  and  --  and  in  society,  you  understand  what  I mean  --  if  he  takes 
sides  against  the  Government." 

"And  if  the  United  States  annexes  despite  your  petition?" 


"Then  it  will  be  a seizure.  That  is  all.  Here!  There  are  2,800  voters 
registered  for  the  next  election  --  the  end  of  this  month.  Of  those  2,800, 
1,000,  according  to  the  Governments  own  figures,  are  what  we  call  the 
Citizen's  Guard:  200  votes  more  are  the  soldiers  votes  and  1,200  more  are 
the  Government  officials.  That  leaves  only  400  more  outside  votes.  You  see? 

Mr.  Kaulia  opened  his  hands  wide.  The  native  Hawaiian  has  not  a very 
mobile  face,  but  his  gestures  are  as  expressive  --  particularly  when  his 
English  is  not  fluent  --  as  a Frenchman's. 

+++++ 

"Tell  me  about  your  league." 

"In  every  district  --  all  over  the  islands  --  there  are  meetings,  once  a 
month.  Once  a year  in  November  delegates  from  every  district  meet  here  in 
Honolulu . " 

"How  many  signatures  have  you  to  your  petition?" 

"Seven  thousand." 

"And  how  long  has  it  been  in  circulation?" 

"Since  last  Thursday,  September  16." 

"And  are  you  confident  that  all  natives  feel  as  you  do?" 

"I  am  sure,  the  feeling  is  the  same  from  Kaena  to  Hilo." 

Which  translated  means  from  the  Sierras  to  the  sea. 


[ Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  [ 

j info@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org  j 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  RESUMES  TALKS  WITH  LUBICON  CREE 
Canadian  Press,  August  4,  1998,  by  Bob  Weber 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

EDMONTON  (CP)  - After  60  years  of  talks,  blockaded  logging  roads  and  a 
successful  international  boycott,  there  may  be  an  inkling  of  hope  for  a 
land  claim  settlement  with  the  Lubicon  Cree  of  northern  Alberta. 

But  a band  adviser  warns  its  the  same  old  issues  that  could  get  in  the 
way  - land  and  band  membership.  "If  you've  got  land  and  membership,  you've 
got  the  building  blocks  for  a settlement,"  said  Fred  Lennarson. 

The  federal  government  is  scheduled  to  sit  down  in  Peace  River,  Alta., 
Tuesday  with  band  negotiators  for  the  first  time  in  about  18  months  to  try 
to  settle  the  claim,  which  dates  back  to  the  early  1930s.  It  gained 
international  notoriety  in  1988,  when  the  band  the  New  York  Times  called 
"the  tribe  Canada  forgot"  blockaded  logging  roads  into  what  they  called 
their  territory,  about  450  kilometres  northwest  of  Edmonton. 

International  sympathizers  helped  the  tiny  Cree  band  win  concessions 
from  the  Japanese  multinational  pulp  and  paper  company  Daishowa-Marubeni 
with  a boycott  the  company  said  cost  it  about  $20  million.  The  boycott  was 
lifted  earlier  this  summer  after  Daishowa  promised  not  to  log  the  disputed 
lands.  This  round  of  talks  will  centre  on  a detailed  settlement  proposal 
tabled  by  the  Lubicon  last  fall. 

They  are  asking  for  246  square  kilometres,  $72  million  for  housing  and 
services  and  about  $33  million  to  help  build  local  industry  and  agriculture 
in  their  impoverished  community.  They  also  want  $120  million  in 
compensation  from  Ottawa  and  Alberta  for  forestry  and  energy  resources 
already  removed  from  the  land.  "We'll  see  their  proposals  and  start  going 
through  them  one  by  one,"  said  Lennarson. 


But  the  central  questions  remain  the  ones  that  halted  talks  in  mistrust 
in  late  1996  - the  interrelated  issues  of  land  and  membership.  "If  you've 
got  no  agreement  (on  those) , you  don't  know  where  you're  going  to  put  the 
house  and  you  don't  know  who  you're  building  it  for/'  said  Lennarson. 
Discussions  hung  up  over  the  questions  of  who  belongs  to  the  band  and  how 
they  are  counted,  which  in  turn  determines  how  much  land  the  band  would 
get. 

Although  the  Lubicon  are  negotiating  with  the  federal  government,  the 
land  for  any  reserve  is  owned  by  the  province.  Alberta  has  offered  2.6 
square  kilometres  for  every  five  eligible  band  members.  Those  are  the  terms 
of  Treaty  8,  signed  in  1898  by  other  area  bands  but  not  the  Lubicon.  A 1989 
offer  from  the  province  of  246  square  kilometres  in  total,  not  based  on 
band  numbers,  was  rescinded  under  Premier  Ralph  Klein  after  some  band 
members  broke  away  from  the  Lubicon.  After  the  breakaways,  disagreement 
arose  over  whether  there  are  300  or  500  Lubicon. 

The  Lubicon  have  already  turned  down  a federal  offer  that  included  $73 
million  for  infrastructure  but  left  out  resource  compensation  and  economic 
start-up  money. 

Negotiations  began  creaking  back  into  life  this  year  after  Brad  Morse, 
an  Ottawa  academic  and  former  Indian  Affairs  bureaucrat,  was  appointed  head 
federal  negotiator.  Morse  has  said  the  Lubicon  have  been  "shafted"  in  the 
past  and  has  called  the  bands  story  a "black  mark"  on  Canada's  record. 
Although  he  has  expressed  optimism  a deal  could  be  reached  this  summer,  he 
has  also  warned  that  negotiations  will  be  tough. 

Still,  Lennarson  is  guardedly  optimistic.  "Hopefully,  this  round  will  be 
a serious,  productive  negotiation  and  we'll  get  somewhere,"  he  said.  "We've 
heard  wonderful  things  many  times  before  and  they  have  not  produced  a 
settlement . " 


More  information  on  the  struggle  of  the  Lubicon  Cree: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 
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UUCP  email 
Hi  Gary 

Sekon  brother.  Here  is  the  closing  story  for  the  announcement  that  you  ran 
in  your  Aug.  4th  edition  of  Wotanging  Ikche.  This  gathering  will  take  place 
in  London,  Ontario,  Canada  on  August  29th  with  the  Medicine  Hoop  Singers  and 
spiritual  Interpreter,  Floyd  Hand,  Lakota  Buffalo  Chief. 

HONOUR  OUR  ANCESTORS 
By  Cheyenne  Barnett  and  NNNC  Staff 
On  August  30,  1994,  the  lifeless  body  of  Sonya  Nadine  Mae 
Cywink,  an  Ojibwe  woman  from  Birch  Island  First  Nation  who  had 
been  living  in  London,  was  found  at  Southwold  Prehistoric 
Earthworks  near  Iona,  Ontario.  Sonya  had  disappeared  five  days 
earlier  and  four  years  later,  her  murderer  has  not  been  found. 

Sonya  had  gone  in  the  direction  of  the  dark  road  that 
tangled  her  deeply  in  an  unhealthy  lifestyle,  one  that  many  travel  and 
from  which  few  return.  Dust  before  her  death  she  had  told  her 
sister,  Meg,  "You  see,  I wasn't  a bad  person,  I was  a sick  one."  Within 


that  sickness  came  her  demise.  It  is  a sickness  that  many  struggle  with 
to  find  their  way  back  to  a spiritual,  healthy  balance.  It  is  with  an 
understanding  heart  and  an  open  hand  that  many  do  find  their  way 
back,  but  many  don't.  "Sonya  was  a flower  that  never  got  to 
bloom",  says  sister  Meg. 

But  now  in  her  death  she  blossoms  and  her  petals  are 
touching  the  hearts  of  many,  bringing  them  together  in  a ceremony 
of  healing. 

On  Saturday,  August  29,  1998,  Meg  and  her  family  have 
extended  an  invitation  to  all  aboriginal  families,  friends  and 
communities  to  unite  at  a Gathering  to  Honour  Our  Ancestors.  The 
Releasing  of  the  Spirit  Ceremony  will  be  held  at  Southwold 
Earthworks  at  10:00  a.m.  with  many  Spiritual  Teachers  and  Elders 
to  help  guide  us  through  the  ceremony.  A Spirit  Feeding  and 
Community  Feast  will  follow  at  N'Amerind  Friendship  Centre  at 
12:30  p.m. 

Floyd  Hand,  a Lakota  Spiritual  Teacher  and  Elder  from  South 
Dakota  who  is  helping  in  Meg's  healing  will  be  present  as  well. 

Through  Floyd's  help  in  compiling  a "natural  profile"  of  the 
murderer  came  the  inspiration  and  opportunity  to  share  in  a 
circle  of  healing.  At  last,  Meg  had  found  a way  to  heal  with  a 
sense  of  direction  and  purpose.  A soft-spoken  woman,  Meg  speaks 
strongly  of  her  native  spiritual  beliefs  and  a spirit  world  that 
provides  comfort  for  all. 

In  his  profile,  Floyd  describes  the  murderer  as  a 28-30 
year-old,  well-dressed  and  clean-cut  Caucasian  male  driving  a 
medium  blue  and/or  two-tone  Dodge  pickup.  This  person  worked  in 
a small  to  medium-sized  manufacturing  company  in  the 
administration  section  of  the  area  west  of  Iona,  Ontario. 

Following  the  murder,  he  resigned  his  position  and  moved  to  the  west 
coast,  possibly  to  the  Alberta  area.  Floyd  recently  stated  that  the  man 
is  back  in  the  London  area  and  living  with  relatives  as  of  Dune 
1998.  It  is  thought  that  Sonya  knew  her  assailant. 

Meg  said  the  hope  now  is  that  the  spiritual  ceremony  will 
open  a "material  connection"  - someone,  somewhere  knows  something 
and  will  come  forth  with  information  opening  new  doors.  A $5,000 
reward  has  been  offered  for  information  leading  to  the  arrest  and 
conviction  of  the  person(s)  responsible  for  Sonya's  death. 

Acting  Sergeant  Chris  Gheysen  of  the  St.  Thomas  Ontario 
Provincial  Police  detachment  is  "very  supportive"  of  Sonya's 
family  to  hold  the  spiritual  ceremony.  "Media  coverage  is  a big 
help  in  solving  this  crime,"  he  said.  Gheysen,  as  lead 
investigator,  said  the  OPP  takes  seriously  Floyd  Hand's  "natural 
profile"  which  has  some  details  in  common  with  the  "suspect 
profile"  prepared  by  the  OPP  behavioural  sciences  unit.  The 
Gathering  may  help  shed  some  light  on  the  case  since  it  is 
believed  the  perpetrator  is  now  in  this  area,  he  said. 

Sonya  Cywink's  death  was  not  in  vain  for  her  family  believes  "death 
a universal  language"  surpassing  race  or  religious  beliefs.  Sonya's 
death  offers  us  a time  to  come  together  to  begin  again  the  healing  of 
Mother  Earth  and  all  creation,  physically,  mentally,  emotionally  and 
spiritually.  Please  join  us. 

The  HONOUR  OUR  ANCESTORS  concept  has  grown  far  beyond  the 
original  vision  and  assistance  for  the  Gathering  is  needed  for 
cooks,  food  donations,  etc.  Contact  Dan  or  Mary  Lou  Smoke  at 
519-659-4682  or  e-mail:  dsmoke(3julian . uwo . ca  to  volunteer  your 
help  or  make  donations. 

All  My  Relations 

Dan  Smoke  - Asayenes  & Mary  Lou  Smoke  - Asayenes  Kwe 
Producers/Hosts  "Smoke  Signals"  First  Nations  Radio  Program 
Radio  Western,  CHRW,  94.7  FM 
(519)  659-4682  fax  (519)  453-3676 
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Sub j : Eurocentric  response 

UUCP  email 

I have  been  watching  the  discussion  on  "Race  Division"  and  "Assigning 
Motives"  with  great  interest.  I watch  for  patterns  of  thinking  and 
identification . 

You  stand  with  the  First  Nations  or  you  do  not. 

You  identify  a certain  way  or  you  are  not. 

You  think  and  feel  a certain  way  or  you  do  not. 

Are  you  eurocentric  in  psychology  or  not?  Your  words  tell  the  story. 

I stand  with  the  First  Nations. 

I will  not  put  my  "identification"  as  to  where  I stand  in  the  closet  to 
debate  with  you  as  to  who  did  what  to  whom  compromise  who  and  what  I stand 
for . 

I will  not  discuss  as  to  why  you  think  historical  and  modern  day  genocidal 
physical  and  cultural  assimilation  is  the  fault  of  the  First  Nations  in  part. 
That  argument  is  best  directed  to  apologists  for  eurocentric  society  that 
identify  with  the  eurocentric. 

They  welcome  abstruse  arguments  that  misdirect  blame  and  ignore  root  causes 
that  produce  results. 

Your  eurocentric  arguments  that  you  shout  into  the  wind  will  not  convince 
me  that  you  are  right. 

I have  spent  the  past  42  years  learning  many  things  from  people  a whole 
lot  wiser  than  I,  who  and  what  I am  came  to  me  with  much  painful  learning, 
your  arguments  on  a internet  forum  will  not  make  me  who  I am  not. 

Instead  of  stating  repetitive,  redundant  arguments  on  this  forum  go  learn 
if  you  wish.  The  truth  is  out  there  and  it  is  not  on  the  internet.  It  is 
learned  in  face  to  face  contact  with  wisdom  and  is  forged  by 
self-examination . 

For  quite  some  time  now  First  Nation's  people  have  been  told  how  it  was 
and  is,  how  to  think  by  the  eurocentric  focused. 

One  again  I state  it.  You  will  no  longer  dictate  on  your  own  terms  and 
you  are  not  inherently  right  because  of  your  dominant  society  and  it's 
manipulation  to  get  there  and  stay  there. 

I stand  like  a rock  with  my  First  Nations  ancestors. 

DBowden 
AIM  Supporter 

Descendant  of  the  Eastern  Algonquin 

- — "RE:  Idaho  Wolves  Killed"  - - 

Date:  Sat,  8 Aug  1998  21:29:10  -0500 

From:  "lean  BraveHeart"  < jbraveheart@sprynet . com> 

Sub j : Idaho  Wolves  Killed 

UUCP  email 

08/06/98  - Post  Register 

Two  wolves  found  dead  near  Cobalt 
By  Candace  Burns 


SALMON  - Two  wolves  have  been  found  dead  at  the  head  of  Panther  Creek, 
about  50  miles  west  of  Salmon  near  Cobalt,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
special  agent  Paul  Weyland  said  Wednesday. 

Weyland  wouldn't  say  whether  the  wolves  were  from  the  Moyer  Pack, 
members  of  which  were  confirmed  to  have  killed  at  least  four  head  of 
cattle  about  Duly  23.  But  Ellis  rancher  Mcgee  Latimer,  who  had  several 
cattle  killed,  said  the  head  of  Panther  Creek  includes  the  Moyer  Pack's 


range  on  his  grazing  allotment. 

"I'm  surprised/'  said  Latimer  about  the  death  of  the  wolves.  "I  didn't 
think  that  wolves  were  endangered  that  much.  I thought  they  would  be  later 
on."  Weyland  said  his  agency  would  release  a statement  about  the  wolves 
sometime  this  week. 

The  endangered  wolves  were  part  of  an  experimental  wolf  population 
released  into  central  Idaho  in  1995  and  1996.  A total  of  35  gray  wolves 
were  captured  in  Canada,  then  released  into  the  Frank  Church  River  of  No 
Return  Wilderness  so  they  could  reproduce  and  re-establish  themselves  in 
Idaho.  Last  year,  six  pairs  mated  and  produced  pups.  This  year,  Idaho 
Recovery  Project  Coordinator  Curt  Mack  believes  nine  of  13  pairs  have 
litters.  The  total  number  of  wolves  in  Idaho's  recovery  area,  which 
extends  from  Lolo  Pass  west  of  Missoula,  Mont.,  south  to  Stanley,  is  more 
than  100,  he  said. 

The  two  wolves  are  the  second  set  to  be  found  dead  this  year.  A breeding 
pair,  referred  to  by  biologists  as  B6  and  B8,  were  found  dead  on  the 
Middle  Fork  River  early  this  spring.  According  to  Weyland,  a continuing 
investigation  has  so  far  failed  to  turn  up  a cause  of  death  for  either  B6 
or  B8.  The  wolves  were  sent  to  a Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  laboratory  in 
Ashland,  Ore. 

In  1995,  the  first  reintroduced  wolf  was  found  dead.  Nine  days  after  her 
release,  the  wolf  was  shot  near  Salmon  while  feeding  on  a newborn  calf. 
Investigators  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  Animal  Damage  Control 
said  the  calf  was  alive  when  the  wolf  attacked  it.  The  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  though,  said  their  investigation  showed  the  calf  was  stillborn. 

In  1996,  a wolf  was  accidentally  killed  when  it  drowned  after  being  caught 
in  a leg  hold  trap. 

Idaho's  wolves  won't  be  removed  from  the  endangered  species  list  any 
time  soon.  Idaho,  Montana  and  Yellowstone  Park  must  each  have  10  breeding 
pairs  for  three  years  in  a row  first.  Curt  Mack,  Idaho  Wolf  Recovery 
Project  Coordinator  for  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe,  said  Montana  might  have 
trouble  reaching  those  numbers  because  established  packs  keep  getting  into 
trouble  and  having  to  be  destroyed. 

Lemhi  and  Custer  county  correspondent  Candace  Burns  can  be  reached 
through  the  Post  Register  at  522-1800,  ext.  3257,  or  via  e-mail  at 
mwimborne@idahonews . com . 


1997  Post  Register 

"RE : Probe  Sought  in  Wolf  Killing"  

Date:  Fri,  7 Aug  1998  17:34:22  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@flamestrike.HACKS. ARIZONA. edu 
Sub j : Probe  sought  in  wolf  killing: 

Activists  assert  man  who  did  it  changed  his  story  (Fwd) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

http: //www. azcentral . com/news/0804wolf . shtml 

News  Probe  sought  in  wolf  killing 

Activists  assert  man  who  did  it  changed  his  story 

By  Steve  Yozwiak 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Aug.  4,  1998 

Federal  authorities  should  reopen  their  investigation  into  the  killing 
of  an  endangered  Mexican  gray  wolf,  based  on  discrepancies  between 
investigative  reports  and  statements  made  by  the  Tucson  man  who  shot 
the  wolf,  environmentalists  said  Monday. 

A spokesman  for  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  said  his  agency 
will  not  reopen  its  investigation  without  new  evidence,  and 
investigators  stand  by  their  conclusion  that  retired  postal  worker 
Richard  Flumphrey  acted  out  of  fear  for  himself  and  his  family. 

Environmentalists,  in  a letter  to  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt, 
said  that  conclusion  is  not  supported  by  the  evidence,  that  Humphrey 


should  be  prosecuted  and  failure  to  do  so  will  encourage  others  to 
harm  wolves. 

One  of  the  environmental  groups,  the  Tucson-based  Southwest  Center  for 
Biological  Diversity,  filed  a lawsuit  Friday  in  U.S.  District  Court  in 
Phoenix,  seeking  all  federal  investigative  documents  in  the  matter. 

Environmentalists  contend  that  Humphrey  first  told  two  different 
authorities  that  he  killed  the  wolf  out  of  fear  for  his  dogs,  but 
later  changed  his  story  to  avoid  prosecution.  It  is  legal  to  kill  an 
endangered  animal  if  it  threatens  people,  but  not  if  it  threatens  a 
pet . 

Humphrey  could  not  be  reached  for  comment.  But  G.D.  Sagi,  a close 
friend  who  accompanied  Humphrey  when  he  was  interrogated  by  federal 
agents,  said  Humphrey's  story  has  never  changed. 

"We're  hoping  everything  just  blows  over  in  this  mess,"  said  Sagi,  the 
editor  of  Outdoor  News,  a Tucson  newsletter  for  hunters  and  anglers. 

Environmentalists  are  especially  disturbed  by  a federal  necropsy 
report . 

"The  wolf  would  have  to  be  standing  with  both  feet  together  directly 
broadside  to  the  shooter  to  obtain  this  alignment  of  the  wounds,"  said 
Richard  Stroud,  veterinary  medical  examiner  for  the  federal 
government's  National  Fish  and  Wildlife  Forensics  Laboratory  in 
Ashland,  Ore. 

The  first  bullet  fired  by  Humphrey  with  a scoped  .243-caliber  rifle 
pierced  both  of  the  wolf's  hind  legs  just  above  the  knees. 

Humphrey  initially  gave  authorities  this  account  of  the  April  28  wolf 
killing: 

After  7:30  a.m.,  as  he  cut  wood  near  a campground  in  the  Apache 
Sitgreaves  National  Forest,  he  spotted  two  wolves  about  40  and  50 
yards  away.  He  went  to  his  tent  and  loaded  his  rifle.  A few  minutes 
later,  the  wolves  appeared  again  about  80  yards  away.  Humphrey  yelled 
and  the  wolves  were  gone. 

About  10  a.m.,  Humphrey  heard  "thrashing,  yips  and  . . . cries"  in  the 
direction  of  his  dogs.  He  shot  the  wolf  when  it  came  within  50  feet. 

Humphrey  reported  to  the  Arizona  Game  and  Fish  Department  and  to  the 
U.S.  Forest  Service  that  he  killed  the  wolf  out  of  concern  for  his 
dogs. 

In  a second  interview,  which  was  videotaped  10  days  after  the  shooting 
in  the  presence  of  his  attorney,  Humphrey  told  investigators  he  killed 
the  wolf  because  he  "felt  threatened"  as  the  wolf  was  "trotting" 
toward  him  and  he  was  afraid  there  were  more  wolves. 

Federal  investigators  concluded  "it  is  possible  that  wolf  #51  stopped 
and  abruptly  turned  at  the  moment  (Humphrey)  made  the  sudden  motion  of 
raising  (his)  rifle." 

According  to  the  environmentalists'  petition  to  reopen  the 
investigation:  "It  is  not  very  likely  that  a charging  wolf,  while 
trotting,  would  at  the  very  moment  the  shot  takes  place  abruptly  turn 
sideways  while  coming  to  a complete  stop." 

The  letter  to  Babbitt,  a former  Arizona  governor,  was  signed  by:  the 
Southwest  Center  for  Biological  Diversity,  Wildlife  Damage  Review,  Sky 
Island  Watch,  Wolf  Alliance,  Wolf  Dustice  League  and  Student 
Environmental  Action  Coalition. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  spokesman  Hans  Stuart  said  the  wolf  program  is 
proceeding  successfully,  with  eight  wolves  in  the  wild,  including  one 
pup.  The  wolves  are  regularly  killing  elk  and  other  wildlife  to 
provide  their  own  food  without  the  loss  of  any  cattle  or  sheep.  One 
dog  belonging  to  a rancher  was  killed  by  a wolf,  but  environmentalists 
provided  the  rancher  with  a new  dog. 

More  wolves  will  be  released  each  winter  for  at  least  the  next  four 
years.  The  goal  is  to  have  at  least  100  wild  wolves  across  the  more 
than  5,000  square  miles  of  the  Apache  and  Gila  national  forests  along 
the  Arizona-New  Mexico  line. 

Steve  Yozwiak  can  be  reached  at  444-8810  or  at  steve.yozwiak@pni.com 
via  e-mail.  [INLINE] 
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Embattled  Chiapas  Mediator  Steps  Aside 

Bishop  Ruiz's  Resignation  Leaves  Void  in  a Foundering  Peace 
Process 

By  Molly  Moore 

Washington  Post  Foreign  Service 
Monday,  August  3,  1998;  Page  A14 

SAN  CRISTOBAL  DE  LAS  CASAS,  Mexico 

This  was  the  predicament  of  the  Catholic  Church's  senior  bishop  in  the 
embattled  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas:  Church  superiors  tried  to  muzzle  him; 
political  opponents  attempted  to  assassinate  him;  the  Mexican  government 
waged  a smear  campaign  to  discredit  him.  And  even  some  of  the  leftist 
rebels  with  whom  he  sympathized  did  not  agree  with  him. 

So  after  four  years  as  the  chief  mediator  between  the  government  and 
leftist  rebels.  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  rose  to  his  pulpit  during  Sunday  Mass 
here  several  weeks  ago,  delivered  a scathing  tirade  against  the 
government's  "constant  and  growing  aggression"  against  him  --  and  quit  as 
the  official  conflict  referee. 

The  bishop's  resignation  --  followed  by  the  dismantling  of  the  peace 
commission  he  headed  --  has  left  a gaping  void  in  a foundering  peace 
process  and  pushed  the  impasse  between  the  government  and  the  rebels  of 
the  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army  to  its  lowest  point  since 
guerrillas  stormed  this  town  in  a 1994  New  Year's  Day  uprising  that  left 
an  estimated  150  people  dead. 

"Clearly  a stage  in  the  process  of  peace  has  ended,"  Ruiz,  73,  who  has 
spent  most  of  the  last  half  of  this  century  preaching  among  the 
impoverished  Indians  of  Chiapas,  told  his  congregation  inside  the  bright 
yellow  stucco  cathedral  on  the  town  plaza  here.  At  no  time  since  the 
rebellion  has  the  military  and  political  standoff  in  Mexico's  poorest  and 
southernmost  state  been  more  volatile.  The  government  and  the  rebels  have 
not  spoken  in  almost  two  years.  Pro-government  paramilitary  organizations 
have  engaged  in  massacres  of  rebel  sympathizers.  And  a growing  number  of 
"autonomous"  town  councils  set  up  by  Zapatistas  operating  separately  from 
ruling-party  governments  has  exacerbated  tensions  in  many  communities. 

The  National  Mediation  Commission  that  Ruiz  chaired  "was  the  only 
physical  force  that  was  proactive  in  pushing  the  [government  and  rebels] 
together,"  said  Roderic  A.  Camp,  author  of  the  book  "Crossing  Swords: 
Politics  and  Religion  in  Mexico,"  which  was  published  in  Mexico  last  month. 
"Now  there  is  no  magnet,  no  third  party  to  bring  them  back  to  the  center 
again . " 

Shortly  after  Ruiz's  resignation,  members  of  a legislative  peace 
commission  who  tried  to  step  into  his  shoes  were  left  baking  in  the 
tropical  sun  for  hours  in  the  heart  of  Zapatista  territory,  unable  to  find 
anyone  to  carry  a written  government  communique  to  rebel  leaders.  Finally, 
the  leader  of  the  local  farm  cooperative  accepted  the  documents  but  said 
he  could  not  promise  they  would  reach  the  rebel  leader,  Subcomandante 
Marcos . 

A recent  poll  by  the  Mexican  daily  newspaper  Reforma  indicated  that 
while  44  percent  of  those  surveyed  disapproved  of  how  the  bishop  had 
handled  the  Chiapas  mediation,  even  more  --  62  percent  --  did  not  approve 
of  how  the  government  had  managed  the  problem. 

The  rancor  over  Ruiz,  considered  a peacemaker  by  some  and  a troublemaker 
by  others,  is  emblematic  of  the  Catholic  Church's  controversial  role  in 
what  has  become  Mexico's  most  vexing  political  and  social  crisis. 

Although  the  masked,  pipe-smoking,  poetry-citing  Marcos  has  become  the 
figure  most  associated  abroad  with  the  Chiapas  conflict,  within  Mexico 


Ruiz  has  been  recognized  as  perhaps  the  most  critical  link  between  the 
government  and  the  Zapatista  rebels.  Dubbed  the  "Red  Bishop"  by  detractors, 
who  criticize  what  they  consider  his  socialist  leanings  and  called  "Tatik" 
--  a Mayan  dialect  word  for  "our  father"  --  by  his  followers,  Ruiz  was  the 
first  person  to  whom  the  government  turned  two  days  after  leftist  rebels 
launched  the  rebellion  four  years  ago. 

"I  knew  he  was  the  only  guy  who  had  contact  with  those  communities  and 
who  had  legitimacy  with  them,"  said  Manuel  Camacho  Solis,  the  Mexican 
government's  point  man  for  Chiapas  at  the  time. 

But  the  same  government  that  depended  on  Ruiz  and  the  church  in  the 
early  days  of  the  crisis  has  waged  a vitriolic  campaign  over  the  past 
several  months  designed  to  drive  him  out  of  the  job.  In  an  obvious 
reference  to  Ruiz  and  his  followers.  President  Ernesto  Zedillo  labeled  the 
members  of  the  mediation  commission  "apostles  of  hypocrisy"  and  accused 
them  of  "defrauding"  the  government  by  siding  with  the  Zapatistas  in  their 
efforts  to  broker  peace. 

"This  was  a real  blow,"  said  Eric  Olsen  of  the  Washington  Office  on 
Latin  America,  a private  organization  that  monitors  Mexico.  "It  was  a 
product  of  the  government's  conclusion  that  the  Catholic  Church  in  Chiapas 
was  too  intimately  involved  in  this  conflict  and  saw  them  as  part  of  the 
problem,  and  not  the  solution.  They  aggressively  went  after  the  Catholic 
Church . " 

Ruiz  made  no  secret  of  his  sympathies.  "We  can't  be  neutral  ...  in  the 
face  of  injustice,"  he  said  in  a tape-recorded  meeting  with  international 
and  local  human  rights  representatives  and  observer  groups  in  March.  The 
mediation  commission  "isn't  going  to  deny  the  truth  in  order  to  affirm 
what  they  [the  government]  are  saying,"  he  said. 

In  fact,  as  the  months  dragged  on  with  the  government  refusing  to  honor 
the  peace  accords  it  had  negotiated  with  the  Zapatistas  in  February  1996, 
and  with  Zapatista  leader  Marcos  withdrawing  into  a long,  reclusive 
silence,  the  mediation  commission  had  little  to  mediate.  "There  was  no 
reason  to  keep  this  mirage,"  said  Gonzalo  Ituarte,  a member  of  the 
commission  and  a senior  official  in  Ruiz's  diocese.  "People  could  see  the 
real  situation  once  the  [commission]  disappeared.  ...  It  was  clear  to  us 
we  were  out  of  the  real  process." 

For  more  than  four  centuries,  the  Catholic  Church  has  played  a major 
role  in  Chiapas.  Although  some  early  church  leaders  were  responsible  for 
helping  Spanish  conquerors  try  to  obliterate  Mayan  culture,  the  church 
since  has  been  credited  with  agitating  for  greater  rights  for  the 
indigenous  and  poor  people  of  Chiapas. 

Since  arriving  in  Chiapas  in  I960,  Ruiz  made  deep  inroads  into  Indian 
communities.  Although  he  was  criticized  by  some  indigenous  Catholics  for 
trying  to  persuade  them  to  eliminate  the  ancient  Indian  rituals  they  have 
blended  into  their  Christian  beliefs,  many  Indians  were  drawn  to  his 
message  of  greater  rights.  In  the  1980s,  Ruiz  developed  ties  with  the 
leaders  of  the  Zapatista  movement  --  whose  beliefs  echoed  many  of  his  own 
--  although  he  backed  away  from  relations  with  many  of  them  when  they 
began  advocating  armed  resistance  in  the  early  1990s. 

Ruiz  also  spoke  out  against  entrenched  ruling  party  leaders  who  he 
accused  of  exploiting  the  indigenous  people.  Those  views  put  him  at  odds 
with  the  hierarchy  of  his  own  church  within  Mexico.  The  Vatican's 
representative  in  Mexico  attempted  to  persuade  Pope  John  Paul  II  to  remove 
Ruiz  as  bishop  in  the  early  1990s,  but  after  an  audience  with  Ruiz  at  the 
Vatican,  the  pope  did  not  follow  that  advice. 

Many  of  Ruiz's  colleagues  have  continued  to  criticize  his  work  in 
Chiapas,  and  a group  of  fellow  bishops  joined  the  critics  urging  him  to 
step  down  earlier  this  year. 

Last  November,  gunmen  ambushed  a convoy  in  which  Ruiz  was  traveling  on  a 
remote  Chiapas  road.  Although  Ruiz  was  not  injured,  three  Bible  teachers 
with  the  group  were  wounded.  Now,  Ruiz  wears  a metal  helmet  when  he 
travels  in  some  troubled  villages. 

Ruiz  also  has  watched  support  grow  for  evangelical  Protestant  leaders, 
who  siphoned  away  nearly  a quarter  of  the  Catholic  followers  in  Chiapas 
between  1970  and  1990,  according  to  government  census  figures.  Although 
most  of  the  evangelical  leaders  are  allied  with  the  government's  ruling 


party,  some  others  have  earned  the  support  of  Zapatista  sympathizers.  In 
recent  years,  religious  clashes  between  evangelicals  and  Catholics  have 
led  to  attacks  on  40  Catholic  churches.  At  the  same  time.  Catholics  have 
forced  many  Protestants  from  their  homes  and  communities. 

Although  Ruiz  no  longer  holds  an  official  mediation  position,  he  and  the 
Catholic  Church  remain  powerful  influences  in  Chiapas.  But  neither 
government  officials  nor  Ruiz  seem  prepared  to  predict  the  next  step  in 
the  conflict. 

"There  are  . . . still  uncertain  paths  to  follow  in  the  future,"  Ruiz 
said  during  his  meeting  with  human  rights  groups.  "The  situation  isn't 
straightforward . " 
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The  United  States  presence  around  the  war  in  Chiapas  has  significantly 
intensified  in  the  last  month  and  a half.  The  traditional  activities  of 
the  non-governmental  human  rights  organizations,  think  tanks,  and 
solidarity  groups  have  been  augmented  by  Madeleine  Albright's  commentary 
on  the  pressure  being  put  on  the  Mexican  government  by  the  Clinton 
administration  to  resolve  the  conflict,  the  subcommittee  hearing  on 
Hemispheric  Issues  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  initiative 
sponsored  by  Vermont  Senator  Patrick  Leahy  calling  for  the  Senate  to  ask 
the  State  Department  to  call  for  a the  peaceful  resolution  of  the  problem, 
and  the  detention  of  two  United  States  military  personnel  by  paramilitary 
groups  in  the  community  of  Los  Platanos,  Chiapas. 

This  increase  in  pressure  from  the  US  results  from  both  the  persistent 
action  of  the  solidarity  coalitions  and  from  the  concern  within  official 
circles  about  the  deteriorating  human  rights  situation  in  the  region  and 
the  government's  loss  of  control  of  the  process.  Traditionally,  the  US 
administrations  have  privileged  support  for  political  stability  in  Mexico 
over  the  processes  of  democratization.  Today,  however,  these  issues  have 
become  intertwined. 

US  citizens  have  been  deported  from  Mexican  territory  for  having  brought 
humanitarian  aid  to  Chiapas  or  for  building  schools.  In  12  months,  reports 
La  Dornada  (Aug.  1,  1998),  there  have  been  nine  US  military  tours  in 
Chiapas,  and  during  the  first  months  of  this  year  there  have  been  at  least 
twice  as  many  trips  to  that  state  as  were  made  during  all  of  1997. 

The  last  thing  that  the  US  government  wants  is  to  have  a political 
crisis  of  major  proportions  in  what  it  considers  to  be  its  backyard.  With 
the  Asian  crisis  unresolved,  with  an  imminent  crisis  in  Russia,  and  with 
the  multilateral  financial  organizations  without  resources,  a new  shock  in 
the  Mexican  economy  would  be  very  difficult  to  withstand.  And  as  we  have 
seen  in  the  wake  of  the  [Dune  10]  military-police  operation  in  El  Bosque, 
the  Mexican  markets  have  begun  to  appraise  the  conflict  in  Chiapas  with  a 
certain  degree  of  concern. 

But  furthermore,  in  the  political  culture  of  the  US  there  exists  a long 
tradition  of  pressure  from  the  voters  on  their  legislators.  And  the 
actions  of  the  solidarity  coalitions  with  respect  to  their  representatives 
and  senators,  along  with  reports  about  the  conflict  and  the  human  rights 
situation  issued  by  organizations  recognized  in  the  world  of  Washington 
such  as  Human  Rights  Watch  or  Wolla,  have  succeeded  in  making  Chiapas  an 
issue  on  the  agenda  of  that  country's  Congress,  to  the  point  that  its 
members  are  at  least  interested  in  knowing  what  is  happening  there. 

The  solidarity  movement  with  Chiapas  in  the  US,  according  to 
investigator  Lynn  Stephen,  is  organized  in  terms  of  large  coalitions  or 
national  networks,  various  regional  initiatives,  and  some  50  local  groups. 
Last  May  7,  the  Mexico  Solidarity  Network  was  formed.  The  four  most 
important  coalitions  are:  the  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico 
(NCDM),  based  in  Los  Angeles  and  El  Paso;  International  Peace  Service,  or 


Senvicio  Internacional  por  la  Paz  (Sipaz),  based  in  Santa  Cruz, 

California;  Global  Exchange  (GB),  with  offices  in  San  Francisco  and  San 
Cristobal;  and  IFCO-Pastors  for  Peace,  based  in  New  York  and  Chicago. 

There  are  also  important  projects  such  as  the  one  spearheaded  by  the 
recently-deported  Peter  Brown,  called  Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams, 
based  in  San  Diego,  along  with  a multitude  of  local  groups  formed  by 
stable  teams  like  Tonantzin,  in  Boston;  New  York  Zapatistas,  or  the 
Alianza  Zapatista  (Zapatista  Alliance)  of  Pittsburgh.  Between  2,000  and  3, 
000  US  residents  have  participated  in  solidarity  trips  to  Chiapas  during 
the  last  four  years. 

Among  the  factors  that  are  generating  this  convergence  and  activism,  we 
can  count  concern  over  the  use  to  which  US  military  aid  is  being  put  in 
Mexico;  prior  experience  of  solidarity  work  with  Central  America;  the 
construction  of  bi-national  coalitions  in  relation  to  free  trade;  the 
impact  of  the  Zapatista  rebellion  in  the  media;  and  the  use  of  the 
Internet . 

The  United  States  factor  in  the  Chiapas  conflict  is  here  to  stay.  Its 
presence  will  be  reinforced  in  the  months  to  come. 

— "RE:  Nisga'a  Deal  BC's  Northern  Ireland"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Aug  1998  21:23:44  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Nisga'a  deal  "BC's  Northern  Ireland" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NISGA'A  DEAL  SPARKS  STRONG  EMOTIONS 
Victoria  Times  Colonist,  August  3,  1998,  Page  A2 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Veteran  political  observer  Norman  Ruff  says  the  Nisga'a  deal  has  become 
"BC's  Northern  Ireland",  as  the  political  fault  lines  deepen.  "We're  trying 
to  undo  a couple  of  hundred  years  of  unfinished  business  in  resolving  land 
claims... so  emotions  are  running  high,"  said  Ruff,  a UVic.  political 
science  professor.  There  are  risks  for  both  sides,  he  said.  Clark  has 
identified  himself  so  openly  for  it  among  those  who  believe  he  is  being  a 
political  opportunist.  Campbell  has  to  cope  with  accusations  that  a 
referendum  could  throw  the  entire  treaty-making  process  into  chaos. 

Tom  Molloy,  chief  federal  negotiator  in  the  Nisga'a  talks,  said  the 
proposed  treaty  is  laudable,  especially  when  one  considers  the  alternative. 
"In  the  absence  of  the  certainty  that  the  treaty  will  bring  to  the 
ownership  of,  and  access  to,  land  and  resources,  economic  activity  cannot 
reach  its  full  potential."  Most  of  the  First  Nations  community  is 
supportive  of  the  agreement,  which  signals  hope  for  negotiations  with  51 
other  native  Indian  groups.  "The  message  is  that  differences  that  occur 
between  peoples  can  be  addressed  across  the  negotiating  table,"  said  Doe 
Gosnell,  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council  chief. 

But  a minority  of  native  groups,  including  the  hereditary  Nisga'a  chiefs 
themselves,  are  against  the  deal.  Saul  Terry,  chief  of  the  Union  of  BC 
Indian  Chiefs,  representing  a rump  of  Indian  bands  who  are  opposed  to  the 
treaty  process,  says  the  Nisga'a  deal  is  about  extinguishing  Indian  nations 
and  replacing  them  with  "mere  delegated  village  councils  or  federal 
municipalities."  Industry  groups,  such  as  the  Council  of  Forest  Industries, 
are  withholding  their  views  until  Tuesday's  signing.  Flamar  Foster, 
associate  dean  of  UVic ' s law  faculty,  says  the  deal  is  "exceptionally 
moderate,"  given  the  potential  demands  the  Nisga'a  could  have  made. 

They  settled  for  a tenth  of  the  land  they  originally  sought.  And  a study 
estimates  that  resource  industries  creamed  off  up  to  $3-billion-worth  of 
assets  from  the  Nass  Valley  over  the  past  100  years.  In  the  final  analysis 
Ruff  said,  the  agreement  being  signed  Tuesday  is  a "done  deal",  as 
described  by  Clark.  It  will  be  ratified,  he  predicted,  after  a "rancorous 
debate"  in  the  legislature,  either  this  fall  or  in  the  spring,  and  after  a 
vote  is  taken  by  the  Nisga'a  people  and  by  the  Flouse  of  Commons.  A Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  reference  as  to  whether  the  agreement  changes  the 


Constitution  could  throw  a wrench  into  that  process.  One  of  Canada's 
foremost  constitutional  experts,  Peter  Hogg,  said  last  week  that  the  treaty 
will  not  become  part  of  the  Constitution.  There  is  no  legal  requirement  to 
put  the  issue  to  a referendum,  said  Hogg,  dean  of  law  at  York  university's 
Osgoode  Hall  Law  School.  In  a written  opinion,  he  went  further,  saying  it 
would  be  "undesirable"  to  hold  a referendum  every  time  a treaty  is  entered 
into  with  aboriginal  people."  "It  would  be  very  difficult  to  communicate 
all  the  issues  in  a balanced  way  in  a province  wide  referendum  campaign." 


SOVEREIGNTY,  NOT  "SELF  GOVERNMENT"  NOR  "EXTINGUISHMENT-BY-CONSENT"! 

"The  BC  Treaty  Process  is  designed  to  legitimize  the  theft  of  our  lands". 
--  Elder  Lavina  White,  Haida  Nation 

More  information  on  the  fraudulent  BC  Treaty  Commission,  see 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ Clark/BCgovt . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/switlo. html 
Draft  Nisga'a  Agreement: 

http://www.aaf.gov.bc/aaf/treaty/nisgaa/docs/aip.htm 
Final  agreement  will  be  posted  Aug. 4. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier  UN"  

Date:  Wed,  05  Aug  1998  01:22:40  +0200 
From:  cuauhtemoc@earthlink.net 
Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  UN 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Statement  presented  on  31  Duly,  1998 
to  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights  - Sub  Commission  on 
Prevention  of  Discrimination  & Protection  of  Minorities 
United  Nations  - Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples  (WGIP) 

Geneva  - Switzerland  Sixteenth  session  27-31  Duly,  1998 

Agenda  item  6 

Native  American  Political  Prisoner  - Leonard  Peltier's  health  status 
Madame  Chairperson, 

Among  health  issues  concerning  indigenous  peoples,  I would  like  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  poor  health  condition  of  indigenous  prisoners  in 
the  USA.  On  behalf  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Groups  Network  Europe,  I 
would  like  to  voice  our  concern  about  the  critical  state  of  Mr.  Peltier's 
health.  As  you  know,  Madame  Chairperson,  Leonard  Peltier  is  recognized 
around  the  world  as  the  longest  held  North  American  Indian  political 
prisoner.  He  is  currently  suffering  from  complications  of  previous 
maxilla-facial  surgery  which  he  underwent  in  1996,  at  the  Springfield 
Hospital  for  federal  prisoners.  Today,  Mr.  Peltier  is  in  excruciating 
pain.  He  cannot  open  his  mouth  enough  to  bite  his  food,  he  must  force  it 
through  a gap  in  his  front  teeth  and  then  mash  it  with  his  tongue  in 
order  to  eat.  He  risks  chronic  infections  processes  involving  blood, 
tissues  and  bone.  Untreated,  these  processes  could  lead  to  sepsis 
infectious  agents  from  the  mouth  carried  by  the  blood  to  the  rest  of  the 
body. 

The  facility  at  Springfield  now  states  that  they  do  not  have  the  staff 
or  equipment  to  treat  him.  Therefore  it  is  Mr.  Peltier's  constitutional 
right  to  choose  an  outside  physician  to  treat  him.  Dr.  Keller,  a 


renowned  maxilla-facial  surgeon  from  the  famous  Mayo  Clinic  in  Rochester, 
Minnesota,  has  written  to  the  prison  telling  them  that  he  is  willing  to 
treat  Mr.  Peltier.  However,  prison  officials  have  denied  all  requests. 

During  the  last  22  years  of  his  wrongful  incarceration,  Leonard  Peltier 
has  also  suffered  from  increasing  headaches  and  he  has  lost  80  percent  of 
the  vision  in  his  left  eye.  In  addition,  he  has  torn  cartilage  in  his 
knee  that  has  never  been  treated...  One  can  easily  interpret  the 
terrible  health  condition  that  Mr.  Peltier  has  been  forced  to  endure  for 
many  years  as  a form  of  another  cruel  punishment  for  a crime  he  did  not 
commit . 

If  the  prison  authorities  continue  to  deny  Mr.  Peltier  appropriate 
medical  treatment,  it  might  soon  be  considered  as  a form  of  torture. 
Therefore,  we  appeal  to  the  world  community  to  support  Mr.  Peltier's 
demand  for  an  immediate  treatment  by  an  independent  specialist.  And  we 
are  again  asking  the  members  of  the  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples 
to  recommend  to  the  Sub-Commission  that  a Special  Rapporteur  (or  two)  be 
appointed  to  both  investigate  Leonard  Peltier's  health  situation  and  case 
and  address  it  to  the  UN  Commission  on  Human  Rights. 

Madame  Chairperson,  I thank  you  for  your  attention. 

Sylvain  Duez-Alesandrini 
Nitassinan  CSIA/LPSG  France 

& Leonard  Peltier  Support  Groups  Network  Europe 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

LPSG  Network  Europe 
Van  Boeckel  St.  20 
B-1140  Brussels  - Belgium 
Tel&Fax  +32-2-241-8322 
email:  kolahq@skynet.be 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Injustice  Anywhere  is  a Threat  to  Dustice  Everywhere... 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 
lpdc@idir.net 

"RE : Statement  by  The  Sovereign  Dineh  Nations"  

Date:  Fri,  07  Aug  1998  08:46:16  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Statement  by  The  Sovereign  Dineh  Nations,  Big  Mountain  to  the 
UN-16th  WGIP 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  Condor952@aol.com 

Date:  Fri,  7 Aug  1998  06:40:14  EDT 

Sub-Commission  on  Prevention  of  Discrimination  and  Protection  of  Minorities 
Commission  on  Human  Rights 

Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations,  16th  Session 
Duly  27  - 31,  1998 
ITEM  7 [a] 

Statement  by:  The  Sovereign  Dineh  Nations,  Big  Mountain, 

North  Eastern  Arizona 
Duly  25,  1998 

Thank  You  Madam  Chair, 

Greetings  to  this  distinguished  panel  of  the  Sixteenth  Session  Working 
Group  on  Indigenous  People's. 

Again,  it  is  such  an  honor  for  us  to  be  privileged  with  this  opportunity 
to  address  and  present  our  concerns  towards  global  survival  for  all 
Indigenous  cultures,  including  our  own  in  Arizona. 

As  everyone  may  recall,  the  traditional  Dineh  communities  of  the 
Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (SDN)  have  been  subjected  to  a Congressional  Act 
that  has  implemented  an  inhumane  relocation  policy  since  1977.  This 
mandate,  PL  93-531,  became  an  Executive  Order  in  1974,  and  following 


thereafter,  the  1977  partitioning  of  the  territories  was  primarily  based 
on  the  "cost-effectiveness"  for  extractable  aquifers  and  coal  deposits. 
Since  1977,  the  relocation  process  has  eliminated  over  85  per  cent  of  the 
traditional  Dineh  population  from  the  isolated  and  pristine  highlands  of 
north  eastern  Arizona.  Also,  nearly  400  traditional  Hopis  were  effected  by 
this  partitioning,  and  the  secondary  effects  of  PL  93-531  still  continue 
among  certain  traditional  Hopi  populations.  The  implementation  of  this 
Executive  Order  has  drastically  effected  the  inter-relationships  among 
these  two  Nations.  Furthermore,  there  is  are  continual  psychological 
effects  that  are  currently  devastating  the  seasonal  religious  practices 
and  the  well-being  of  this  last  remaining  Dineh  resistance  communities. 

In  addition,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  under  the  U:S: 

Department  of  Interior  have  furthered  the  desegregation  of  the  close-knit 
relationships  among  the,  now,  partitioned  Dineh  communities.  This  has 
resulted  in  a lack  of  response  by  the  Navajo  Partitioned  Lands  (NPL) 
residents  to  the  needs  of  those  facing  eviction  or  confinement  within 
limited  estates.  Methods  of  undermining  were  also  indirectly  carried  out 
by  the  BIA  and  their  Navajo  Nation  government  counterpart,  which  has 
disrupted  the  interests  for  protecting  and  preserving  Dineh  cultures  with 
the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  (HPL).  Dividing  methods  also  occurred  as  a 
result  from  the  1997  Accommodation  Agreement  (AA)  lease  signings,  imposed 
by  the  federal  district  courts,  which  were  the  implemented  through 
intimidation's  and  coercion's  by  the  same  BIA  tribal  officials  and  non- 
Indian  lawyers  previously  involved. 

Madam  Chair,  the  conditions  that  we  are  subjected  to  are  becoming  more 
crucial : 

Dust  this  summer,  the  remaining  traditional  residents  were  informed  by 
the  Navajo  Nation  government,  that  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Interior  and 
the  Dustice  Department  have  suggested  the  use  of  Navajo  tribal  police  to 
carry  out  the  final  eviction  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  2000.  (The 
residents  of  HPL  who  did  not  sign  the  AA  lease  are  being  pressured  to  sign 
up  for  voluntary  relocation,  or  else  face  forced  eviction  after  December 
31.  1999.  There  is  never  a day  when  these  traditional  resisters  can  live 
without  fear.  An  example  is  the  BIA' s issuance  of  livestock  impoundment 
notices  early  this  summer.  Impoundment  refers  to  the  BIA' s standard  for 
forced  collection  of  the  excess  number  of  livestock  that  increased  from 
the  two  previous  breeding  seasons. 

In  reference  to  the  Item  7A  Agenda,  first,  we  state  our  concerns  for  the 
"evolution  of  standards"  that  refers  to  our  Indigenous  Rights  in  respect 
to  energy  and  mining  developments.  This  needs  a considerable  amount  of 
attention  towards  the  methods  and  tactics  used  to  acquire  mineral  leases 
upon  Indian  reservations , and  to  specially  focus  on  how  such  accessibility 
was  designed  by  the  U.S.  Interior  Department's  BIS. 

In  the  case  of  Black  Mesa,  where  Big  Mountain  is  located,  the  methods  by 
which  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  (PWCC)  leases  were  made  have  completely 
over-looked  the  ancient  balance  and  the  interaction  between  the  ecology 
and  indigenous  cultural  practices.  PWCC,  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Interior, 
the  Hopi  tribal  council  and  the  Navajo  Nation  government  have  all 
continuously  ignored  and  down  played  these  environmental  concerns  presented 
by  the  traditional  Dineh  and  Hopi  inhabitants  since  the  1960s.  The 
Dudicial  System,  the  Dustice  Department  and  the  Executive  Branch  of  the 
United  States  have  all  failed  to  address  such  evidence  that,  the  PWCC 
leases  evolved  from  a tremendous  amount  of  lobbying  efforts  from  major 
utility  companies  of  the  American  Southwest,  which  will  verify  PWCC' s 
conflict-of-interest  in  the  passage  of  PL  93-531.  Additional  details  on 
this  matter  will  require  more  investigation  and  further  gathering  of 
existing  evidence  and  testimonies. 

In  conclusion  Madam  Chair,  in  respect  to  "the  working  papers  of  the 
Special  Rapporteur",  we  will  ask  this  panel  of  this  Working  Group  to  take 
full  consideration  for  this  report  concerning  the  situations  within  the 
Sovereign  Dineh  Nation.  Despite  that  not  all  of  the  affected  traditional 
people's  testimonies  were  recorded  or  documented,  this  report  is  vital  to 
the  survival  of  our  culture,  and  which  gives  us  hope  that  it  can  establish 
a tribunal  to  identify  those  responsible  for  the  disruption  of  our 
relationships  to  the  land.  Also,  let  it  be  noted,  that  further 


documentation  on  this  matter  is  very  essential,  and  that  this  Working 
Group  on  Indigenous  Populations  should  take  into  consideration  for  other, 
immediate  future  visits  to  our  communities  here  in  North  Eastern  Arizona. 

We  give  special  thanks  to  Prof.  Alfonso  Martinez,  Madam  Daes  and  Mr. 

Amor  for  visiting  the  communities  of  Black  Mesa. 

Again,  we  Thank  You  for  important  presence  here,  today,  and  for  hearing 
our  statement. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Global  Peace, 

Big  Mountain  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
(As  translated  by  Bahe  Y.  Katenay,  Dineh  translator.  Duly  1998) 

( BM  [re-edited  version]  statement  was  read  out  in  the  16th  session  of  the 
WGIP  on  the  31st  of  August  by  Daniel  Zapata) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate). 

To  unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist 
internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page" 
at  http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com . au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Closing  Statement  of  the  Chairperson"  
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From:  NetWarriors  <NetWarriors@hookele . com> 

Sub j : Closing  statement  of  the  Chairperson  - Rapporteur 

WORKING  GROUP  ON  INDIGENOUS  POPULATIONS 
Sixteenth  session,  27th  - 30th  Duly 

Closing  statement  of  the  Chairperson  - Rapporteur 
Dear  Colleagues  of  the  Working  Group, 

Distinguished  and  dear  Chiefs,  Ambassadors,  and  representatives  of 
Indigenous  Nations,  Peoples  and  Organizations, 

Distinguished  representatives  of  Observer  Governments,  United  Nations 
Bodies  and  Specialized  Agencies,  and  non-governmental  organizations. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen. 

At  the  outset  allow  me  to  congratulate  all  participants  for  the  work  you 
have  accomplished  during  the  sixteenth  session  of  the  Working  Group. 

I take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  gratitude  to  my  colleagues  - 
Professors  Alfonso-Martinez  and  Boutkevich  as  well  as  Dudge  Guisse  for  all 
the  support  and  assistance  that  they  have  given  to  me  in  my  capacity  as 
Chairperson-Rapporteur.  The  Working  Group  held  three  private  meetings  this 
week  and  we  discussed  many  of  the  points  and  suggestions  that  have  been 
made  over  the  last  five  days.  We  will  continue  to  hold  our  consultations 
during  the  Sub-Commission  to  evaluate  and  reflect  upon  the  many  interesting 
proposals  made  by  participants.  The  comprehensive,  detailed  and  diverse 
information  provided  by  participants  will  be  a rich  source  for  our 
exchanges  of  views  in  the  next  weeks. 

The  Members  of  the  Working  Group  will  also  continue  to  look  at  ways  in 
which  we  can  make  our  session  more  productive  and  more  effective.  I recall 
for  your  information  that  the  Working  Group  is  a collegiate  body  and  takes 
its  decisions  jointly.  We  will  therefore  be  preparing  the  conclusions  and 
recommendations  for  our  report  during  next  week's  session  of  the 
Sub-Commission . 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  is  the  usual  practice,  allow  me  to  provide  you  with  some  information 
about  the  sixteenth  session  of  the  Working  group,  as  well  as  my  personal 
observations  and  conclusions.  The  1998  session  of  the  Working  Group  was 
once  again  very  well  attended.  This  year  nearly  1,000  people  attended  the 
Working  Group.  The  Working  Group  continues  to  be  a dynamic  and  vital 
meeting  place  for  concerned  governments,  indigenous  peoples  and  the  United 
Nations  system. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Let  me  now  review  the  agenda  items. 

Item  4,  entitled  "Review  of  Developments  - general  statements"  forms  the 
basis  for  some  of  the  most  significant  discussions  in  the  Working  Group. 

This  is  demonstrated  by  the  very  large  number  of  speakers  on  this  topic. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  reports  from  participants  on  the  events  of  the 
last  twelve  months  are  greatly  appreciated  by  the  members  of  the  Working 
Group  and  provide  an  invaluable  background  for  our  work.  I have  listened 
carefully  to  the  statements  on  recent  developments  in  indigenous  issues  and 
am  grateful  to  those  who  have  traveled  from  far  and  wide  to  be  here  and 
provide  the  Working  Group  with  information.  It  is  encouraging  to  hear  of 
positive  developments  and  it  is  particularly  gratifying  to  hear  that  many 
States  are  now  working  closely  with  indigenous  peoples  to  improve  their 
situations . 

Under  Item  5 the  Working  Group  considered  the  principal  theme  of  this 
year's  session  - "Indigenous  peoples:  education  and  language".  As  I said 
during  my  opening  address,  issues  related  to  education  and  language  are  of 
paramount  importance  to  all  indigenous  peoples.  I have  listened  with  great 
interest  to  the  statements  on  this  item  from  representatives  of  indigenous 
peoples.  States,  non-government  organizations  and  Specialized  Agencies  of 
the  United  Nations. 

I take  this  opportunity,  once  again,  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the 
contribution  of  UNESCO  and  in  particular  to  the  Assistant  Director  General 
for  Culture,  Mr  Crespo  Toral. 

As  concerns  education  and  language,  it  is  clear  that  there  is  great  need  to 
ensure  that  indigenous  peoples  have  better  access  to  all  forms  and  levels 
of  education.  The  message  from  indigenous  peoples  suggests  that  there  is 
still  a need  for  the  public  education  system  to  be  more  sensitive  to  the 
needs  of  the  indigenous  peoples,  including  especially  the  need  of  all 
indigenous  peoples  to  protect  and  nurture  their  languages. 

The  Working  Group  has  benefited  from  the  many  experts  in  the  fields  of 
education  and  language  who  have  been  with  us  this  week.  We  have  been 
addressed  by  indigenous  educators  and  teachers  who  are  working  to  provide 
their  indigenous  peoples  with  education.  We  have  been  privileged  also  to 
hear  from  indigenous  peoples  who  are  struggling  to  preserve  their  languages 
in  their  countries.  The  sharing  of  knowledge  such  as  this  can  assist  all 
indigenous  peoples  to  develop  ways  to  educate  their  peoples  appropriately 
and  preserve  their  languages.  I am  encouraged  by  the  large  number  of 
indigenous  representatives  who  described  community  initiatives  in  this 
area . 

At  the  same  time,  it  seems  that  increasing  numbers  of  States  are  working 
with  indigenous  groups  to  develop  education  programmes  and  systems  which 
meet  the  needs  of  indigenous  peoples,  and  which  ensure  that  indigenous 
peoples  are  able  to  have  control  over  the  development  and  provision  of 
education  to  their  peoples.  I wish  to  convey  my  support  and  encouragement 
to  indigenous  peoples  and  states  who  are  endeavoring  to  work  together  to 
meet  their  goals  in  education  and  language.  I urge  those  States  who  have 
not  yet  initiated  work  in  this  area  to  consider  doing  so,  and  to  draw  on 
the  considerable  expertise  and  experience  held  by  indigenous  peoples. 

Under  item  6,  we  had  a very  informative  and  useful  discussion  on  Indigenous 
Peoples  and  Health,  an  item  which  was  retained  from  the  agenda  of  the 
fifteenth  session  of  the  Working  Group,  last  year,  in  response  to  a request 


from  indigenous  representatives  at  that  session.  As  I said  last  year  on 
this  topic,  the  issue  of  indigenous  peoples  health  is  a very  important  one 
which  underpins  the  exercise  of  all  rights  vested  in  indigenous  peoples. 

We  cannot  effectively  exercise  our  rights  in  other  areas  if  we  do  not  have 
healthy  indigenous  communities.  Today  I have  a heard  a number  of 
indigenous  speakers  describe  issues  for  concern  to  them  in  relation  to 
health.  I have  listened  to  these  comments  with  great  interest  and  will 
reflect  the  various  suggestions  and  opinions  in  my  report. 

I would  like  to  extend  thanks  to  the  World  Health  Organization  and 
especially  to  Mr  Ted  Webster  for  contributing  so  constructively  to  our 
discussions.  I acknowledge  the  continuing  progress  of  the  Committee  on 
Indigenous  Health  and  their  initiatives  and  dedication  to  the  promotion  of 
the  health  of  indigenous  peoples.  I also  applaud  and  appreciate  the 
efforts  made  by  indigenous  communities  to  provide  health-care  to  their 
peoples . 

Under  item  7 of  the  agenda  dealing  with  standard-setting  activities,  the 
Working  Group  had  an  opportunity  to  hear  comments  concerning  the  draft 
United  Nations  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples.  There  were 
suggestions  concerning  possible  new  standard-setting  activities  which  might 
be  received  by  members  of  the  Working  Group.  These  new  ideas  are  most 
welcome  as  we  look  forward  to  our  activities  in  the  years  that  come.  I 
noted  the  comments  made  concerning  the  private  sector  and  in  particular 
companies  involved  in  mining. 

Item  8 of  the  agenda  provided  provides  an  opportunity  for  the  Working  Group 
to  consider  the  final  report  on  the  study  on  Treaties,  Agreements  and  other 
Constructive  Arrangements  between  States  and  Indigenous  Populations 
prepared  by  my  distinguished  colleague  and  fellow  Working  Group  member 
Special  Rapporteur  Professor  Miguel  Alfonso  Martinez.  Participants 
expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  monumental  work  of  the  Special 
Rapporteur.  I once  again  take  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  Professor 
Martinez.  I look  forward  to  the  discussions  at  the  Sub-Commission  on  the 
Special  Rapporteur's  final  report.  The  conclusions  and  recommendations 
contained  in  the  final  report  merit  attention  and  many  were  endorsed  by 
participants  at  the  meeting. 

Item  9 of  the  agenda  deals  with  the  Working  paper  of  the  Special  Rapporteur 
of  the  Sub-Commission  on  indigenous  peoples  and  their  relationship  to  land. 
As  I already  announced  this  item  will  be  considered  in  greater  detail  at 
our  session  next  year.  I explained  that  I have  not  received  many  comments 
from  Governments  or  indigenous  peoples  and  I take  this  opportunity  once 
again  of  stressing  the  importance  of  sending  to  the  Special  Rapporteur  the 
relevant  information  for  consideration  in  her  report.  Thank  you  for  your 
cooperation  on  this  matter. 

Under  item  10  of  the  agenda  the  Working  Group  considered  the  establishment 
of  a permanent  forum  for  indigenous  peoples  in  the  United  Nations  system.  I 
am  grateful  for  the  insights  and  suggestions  in  relation  to  this  issue.  It 
would  have  been  useful  to  have  had  more  time  to  discuss  this  very 
significant  proposal  of  the  World  Conference  on  Human  Rights.  However,  as 
you  know  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights  has  now  established  an  ad  hoc 
working  group  to  examine  this  question  and  make  further  recommendations  so 
that  this  new  idea  generates  positive  action  and  not  just  words. 

Agenda  item  11  entitled  "International  Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous 
People"  offered  an  opportunity  for  participants  to  share  their  with  the 
Working  Group  the  progress  made  in  realizing  the  objectives  of  the  Decade. 
In  my  capacity  as  a member  of  the  Advisory  Group  of  the  Voluntary  Fund  for 
the  international  Decade,  I take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  deep 
appreciation  to  the  Governments  which  have  contributed  to  the  Fund  and 
allowed  the  Office  of  the  High  Commissioner  to  undertake  constructive  and 
valuable  projects  and  programmes.  I am  especially  satisfied  with  the 
success  of  the  Indigenous  fellowship  programme.  The  value  of  the  Programme 
was  clearly  evident  at  this  year's  session  of  the  Working  Group  where 


Fellows  from  the  1997  Programme  took  part  as  indigenous  delegations  in  our 
discussions.  I do  urge  Governments  to  maintain  and  increase  their  support 
of  the  Voluntary  Fund. 

In  conclusion,  under  item  12  of  the  agenda  which  covers  other  matters,  I 
would  like  to  note  the  important  United  Nations  workshop  of  indigenous 
journalists  which  took  place  in  Madrid  in  January  1998.  I wish  to  thank  the 
Government  of  Spain  for  agreeing  to  host  this  Workshop.  I hope  also  that 
the  High  Commissioner's  Office  will  be  in  a position  to  undertake  some 
further  events  to  support  indigenous  peoples  in  the  media. 

Perhaps,  it  would  be  useful  to  clarify  at  this  point  the  Working  Group's 
position  on  the  kind  invitation  from  the  Director  General  of  UNESCO  to  hold 
our  seventeenth  session  at  their  Headquarters  in  Paris.  We  are  still 
discussing  this  matter.  We  will  continue  to  hold  our  consultations  during 
the  next  weeks.  I invite  indigenous  peoples  also  to  hold  their 
consultations  with  their  communities  on  this  offer  when  they  return  home, 
and  to  let  the  High  Commissioner  and  myself  know  their  reactions  as  soon  as 
possible . 

The  Working  Group  will  conduct  its  business  as  usual  at  its  next  session. 
We  will  retain  the  same  comprehensive  programme  as  mandated  to  us  by  the 
ECOSOC  resolution  1982/34.  The  Working  Group  will  continue  to  be  based  here 
at  the  United  Nations  Office  at  Geneva.  I hope  that  this  information  assist 
you  in  your  consideration  of  this  offer,  which  I consider  to  be  a 
constructive  and  positive  development  within  UNESCO. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Allow  me  to  say  a few  words  of  thanks  to  the  many  people  who  have  been 
helping  us  during  this  session  of  the  Working  Group  on  Indigenous 
Populations . 

First,  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  to  the  Secretariat  and  to 
all  the  people  who  have  contributed  to  the  success  of  this  session  of  the 
Working  Group.  To  Mr.  Julian  Burger,  Secretary  of  the  Working  Group,  my 
deepest  appreciation  and  thanks  as  well  as  for  your  hard  work  and 
dedication.  To  Mr.  John  Henrikson  and  Mrs.  Georgia  Passarelli,  who  are 
assisting  me  with  the  preparation  of  the  report  of  this  session  I extend  my 
gratitude.  Also,  I would  like  to  thank  Ms.  Adele  Quist  and  Catherine 
Brimont  for  their  assistance. 

I wish  to  extend  many  thanks  to  the  indigenous  fellows  who  have  been 
working  long  hours  under  stressful  conditions  to  assist  with  the  running  of 
the  Working  Group.  The  group  is  the  second  to  participate  in  the  Indigenous 
Fellowship  Programme  supported  by  the  Voluntary  Fund  for  the  International 
Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous  Peoples:  Ms.  Tracy  McHugh,  Ms.  Jennifer 
Williams,  Mr.  Estebancio  Castro,  Ms.  Tracey  Whare  and  Ms.  Saoudata 
Aboubacrine.  In  particular  I wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Indigenous  Fellows 
for  making  all  the  preparations  for  the  International  Day  of  Indigenous 
Peoples.  They  did  wonderful  work.  I wish  you  luck  in  the  coming  months  in 
your  experiences  at  the  United  Nations  and  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to 
apply  what  you  have  learnt  here  to  the  advantage  of  you  and  your  peoples. 

In  addition,  there  are  a number  of  interns  and  volunteers  who  have 
assisted  with  the  preparations  and  running  of  the  Working  Group  and  who 
have  dedicated  themselves  to  making  the  meeting  run  smoothly.  They  are: 

Ms.  Kirsty  Gover,  Ms.  Claire  Charters,  Mr.  Frank  Muttenzer,  Mr. 

Stephane  Moissang,  Ms.  Cristina  Jannon,  Mr.  Cedric  Ortoli,  Ms  Sarnia 
Slimane,  Ms.  Livia  Stoica,  Ms.  Mireille  Teyssie  and  Mr.  Frederic 
Francheterre.  In  addition,  I would  like  to  thank  Ms.  Dolores  Francey,  Ms. 
Benedicta  Aregger  and  Ms.  Natalya  Tikhonov  for  their  invaluable  help. 

I wish  also  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Ms.  Therese  Gastaut,  the  Director 
of  Public  Information  at  the  United  Nations  Office  at  Geneva,  for  her 
invaluable  support  for  the  cause  of  indigenous  peoples. 

As  usual,  we  owe  a special  debt  of  gratitude  to  our  untiring  interpreters 
who  have  assisted  us  in  every  way.  Finally,  My  thanks  also  once  again  to 
the  teams  of  DoCip  and  UNPO  who  have  provided  invaluable  technical  support 
to  participants  at  the  Working  Group. 

As  we  draw  near  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  session  of  the  Working  Group  on 
Indigenous  Populations,  allow  me  express  my  warmest  regard  to  all  of  the 


delegates  who  have  participated  this  week  and  to  wish  you  all  a safe 
journey  home. 


I now  request  Mr.  Philup  Pietacho,  from  the  Innu  people,  to  make  a brief 
prayer  of  thanksgiving  .... 

Thank  you  Mr.  Pietacho. 

I look  forward  to  seeing  you  next  year  for  the  seventeenth  session  of  the 
Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations.  Have  a happy  and  safe  year.  I 
declare  the  sixteenth  session  of  the  Working  Group  on  Indigenous 
Populations  closed. 
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"RE : Healing  Circles  Protested"  

Date:  Sat,  25  Dul  1998  00:04:58  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : UNN  elder:  "It's  like  a weapon  turned  around  on  us" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
HEALING  CIRCLES  PROTESTED 

Victoria  Times  Colonist,  Duly  21,  1998,  Page  A3  by  Susan  Danard 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent 
facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

A healing  circle  that  enabled  a Roman  Catholic  bishop  - accused  of  raping 
an  aboriginal  woman  - to  avoid  a new  trial  could  deter  other  victims  from 
seeking  justice,  women  warn.  "The  healing  circle  diminishes  the  impact  of 
sexual  abuse  and  physical  violence  against  women  and  children,"  Viola 
Thomas,  president  of  the  United  Native  Nations,  said  Monday.  "I  think  it 
states  that  as  aboriginal  women  we  don't  mean  anything  to  this  government." 

Thomas  was  one  of  about  70  women  of  all  cultures  who  gathered  on  the 
legislature's  lawn  Monday  for  a traditional  native  grieving  ceremony  to 
protest  the  recent  healing  circle  involving  Bishop  Hubert  O'Connor. 
O'Connor,  71  and  now  living  in  a cleric's  retreat  in  Duncan,  was  found 
guilty  of  rape  and  indecent  assault  in  1996  for  offences  that  occurred  when 
he  was  principal  of  a native  residential  school  in  Williams  Lake  more  than 
30  years  ago.  The  highest  ranking  Roman  Catholic  official  in  Canada  ever  to 
be  convicted  of  a sex  crime,  O'Connor  was  sentenced  to  2-1/2  years.  He  was 
later  acquitted  on  the  indecent  assault  charge  and  the  rape  charge  was 
dropped  after  one  woman  involved,  the  RCMP  and  the  Attorney  General  's 
Ministry  agreed  to  the  healing  circle  to  avoid  further  tangling  the  case  in 
court . 

But  woman  are  angry  that  O'Connor  has  never  admitted  to  the  sexual  abuse. 
They  worry  healing  circles  could  become  an  easy  way  for  offenders  to 
circumvent  the  justice  system,  minimizing  the  trauma  of  victims.  "This 
decision  will  push  the  rights  of  aboriginal  women  back  many  years.  There 
are  many  disclosures  (of  sexual  abuse)  that  will  not  come  forward  now," 
said  Debra  Bell,  sexual  assault  co-ordinator  of  the  Women  of  our  People 
Society,  a Saanichton  agency  that  helps  native  women.  The  Victoria  Women's 
Sexual  Assault  Centre  worries  the  O'Connor  case  will  be  precedent  setting. 
"This  is  a major  breach  of  all  that  good  faith  (with  the  Attorney  General's 
Ministry).  It's  horrifying  for  us,"  said  Susan  Dayton,  a case  manager  with 
the  centre. 

In  an  interview,  the  attorney  general  stressed  that  the  O'Connor  case  was 


unusual  and  should  not  be  considered  a weakening  of  the  government's 
resolve  to  prosecute  sexual  offenders.  "These  were  exceptional 
circumstances  in  which  there  had  been  two  trials  and  an  appeal  and  where 
the  man  had  served  some  time/'  Ujjal  Dosanjh  said.  The  grieving  protest  was 
an  emotional  ceremony  that  lasted  for  more  than  an  hour,  with  woman  after 
woman  speaking  of  unspeakable  horrors  - drug  abuse,  sex  crimes  and  suicide, 
most  linked  to  the  speakers'  experiences  with  residential  schools.  "So  many 
times  we  have  been  re-victimized, " said  a trembling  Kelly  Cook,  a Kwaguilth 
woman,  who  was  abused  while  in  foster  care  in  Victoria.  "We  do  not  accept 
this...  We  are  tired  of  standing  at  the  gravesides  of  our  people  who  have 
given  up." 

Elizabeth  Cook,  of  the  Victoria  Native  Friendship  Centre,  said  her  mother 
was  sexually  abused  in  a church-run  residential  school  and  had  no  one  to 
turn  to.  She  later  died  of  a drug  overdose.  I'm  here  today  because  I want 
women  to  understand  that  we  do  not  believe  them  now.  It's  only  by  speaking 
up  and  having  courage  that  you  are  believed  and  the  perpetrators  are 
stopped."  "The  government  used  the  churches  to  brainwash  us  in  residential 
schools.  That's  the  reason  for  the  residential  schools  and  that's  the 
reason  for  the  sexual  abuse  - to  destroy  our  spirit.  Well,  we  have 
survived,"  raged  Harriet  Nahanee,  of  the  Pacheeda  First  Nation.  "I  don't 
forgive  them.  No  one  should."  The  healing  ceremony  is  a model  of 
restorative  justice  imported  to  British  Columbia  from  Manitoba,  where  the 
circles  were  initiated  as  an  alternative  corrections  measure  for  the 
disproportionate  number  of  aboriginal  people  filling  up  the  jails. 

"It's  like  a weapon  that's  been  turned  around  on  us,"  said  Dorris  Peters, 
an  elder  with  the  United  Native  Nations. 


Letters  to  Times-Colonist  - mailto:jknox@victoriatimescolonist.com 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE:  Mic  Mac  Nation  Needs  Help"  - 

Date:  Sun,  06  Sep  1998  12:09:23  -0400 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : MIC  MAC  NATION  NEEDS  HELP:  LOGGING  ISSUE  EXPLODING 

UUCP  email 

UNITED  NATIONS,  NYC.  6 Aug.  98.  Today  the  Canadian  Alliance  in 
Solidarity  with  the  Native  Peoples  (CASNP)  and  other  delegates 
attending  the  United  Nations  "International  Day  of  the  World's 
Indigenous  People"  Conference  at  the  UN  in  New  York  City  condemned 
Quebec's  threat  to  attack  the  Mic  Mac  Nation. 

Quebec  is  illegally  stopping  the  sale  of  timber  by  the  Indigenous  people 
that  was  harvested  on  their  unceded  traditional  territory.  Quebec  has 
threatened  to  send  in  their  paramilitary  Quebec  Police  Force  to  break  up 
the  blockade  that  the  Mic  Macs  have  erected  on  a logging  road.  This 
illegal  act  of  aggression  and  economic  genocide  will  not  be  tolerated  by 
the  international  community.  "The  days  of  using  armed  force  to  stop 
Indigenous  People  from  exercising  their  rights  is  over",  said 
Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  President  of  CASNP.  The  recent  Delgamuukw  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  Supports  the  Mic  Mac's  position  that 
disputes  over  sovereignty,  land  and  resource  issues  must  be  settled 
through  negotiated  settlements  in  good  faith  and  not  with  guns.  In  1990 
Quebec  police  and  the  Canadian  army  attacked  the  Mohawk  men,  women  and 
children  leading  to  a 78  day  standoff.  One  police  officer  was  killed  in 
the  crossfire.  There  was  worldwide  condemnation  of  Quebec  and  Canada 


who  surrounded  two  Mohawk  communities,  Kahnawake  and  Kanesatake.  of 
approximately  10,000  native  people  to  starve  them  out.  The  Mohawk  were 
resisting  the  town  of  Oka's  plans  to  expand  their  golf  course  onto  their 
sacred  burial  grounds.  This  issue  has  yet  to  be  settled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Mohawk. 

The  time  has  come  for  the  Mic  Macs  and  other  Indigenous  nations  to  go 
beyond  the  colonial  states  and  ask  the  United  Nations  or  another 
international  body  to  provide  an  impartial  third  party  tribunal  to  hear 
and  mediate  the  issue.  The  first  principle  of  the  rule  of  law  is  for  an 
impartial  third  party  to  hear  disputes  between  two  parties.  Hauling 
Indigenous  people  into  colonial  courts  in  a dispute  between  the  Mic  Macs 
and  Canada  is  illegal. 

The  Mic  Mac  are  asking  for  any  assistance  to  defend  themselves  from  the 
impending  attack.  The  Mic  Mac  have  asked  the  United  States  to  send  men 
and  equipment  to  them  who  were  their  allies  during  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  was  promised  in  the  Watertown  Treaty  of  1779. 

Contact:  Gary  Metallic  Sr.,  Fax  418-788-5575 
MicMac  Nation 

Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  With  the  Native  Peoples  CASNP 
450-635-8696  casnp@pathcom.com  mohawkns@cyberglobe.net 
http://www.pathcom.com/~casnp 
http: //www. cyberglobe. net/users/otsira 

"RE : MicMac  at  Listuguj"  

Date:  Sat,  08  Aug  1998  01:33:50  GMT 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : MicMac  at  Listuguj 

UUCP  email 

CHRONOLOGY  OF  EVENTS  - MICMAC  AT  LISTUGU3 

1992 

Request  is  made  to  MRN  (minister  of  natural  resources)  for  an 
allocation  of  timber  for  job  creation. 

-All  resources  are  allocated  by  MRN. 

1993 

The  Micmac  Grand  Council  (MGC)  approves  5,000  m3  harvest  of  softwood 
on  Crown  land  behind  reserve. 

-No  action  taken  by  MNR. 

1994 

The  Listuguj  Mi'gmaq  First  Nation  Council  buys  a portable  sawmill  with 
the  intention  of  establishing  a wood  processing  center  on  reserve. 

-MRN  refuses  to  provide  technical  or  financial  assistance. 

1994 

The  Listuguj  Mi'gmaq  First  Nation  (Band  Council)  requests  that  the 
provincial  woodlot  held  by  Ronald  Jaques  (Listuguj  band  chief  elected 
under  Indian  Act)  be  transferred  to  the  Band  Council. 

-All  resources  allocated  by  MRN.  The  Forest  Management  Contract  with 
Mr.  Jacques  stands. 

1995 

The  Band  Council  requests  a provincial  woodlot  held  by  Ronald  Jacques 
be  transferred  to  the  Band  Council. 

-MRN  agrees  not  to  renew  the  FMC  with  Mr.  Jacques  so  that  it  can  be 
transferred  to  the  Band  Council. 

1995 

The  woodlot  is  placed  under  the  management  of  Jigug  Enterprises  Inc.  a 
band  empowered  entity. 


-MRN  and  Digug  Enterprises  Inc.  sign  FMC  on  November  1995. 


1995 

ligug  Enterprises  Inc.  request  an  allocation  of  50,000  m3  of  hardwood 
for  a sawmill. 

-MRN  advises  all  resources  are  allocated  to  present  wood  facilities. 

1996 

ligug  Enterprises  Inc.  request  an  allocation  of  50,000  m3  of  hardwood 
for  a sa 


From  gans@netcom.com  Thu  Aug  20  00:06:26  1998 
Date:  Tue,  18  Aug  1998  19:14:10  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.034 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AisesNet,  Innu-L,  Taino-L  & Nat-Film 
Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  Nuevo  Amanecer  Press 
Info-Hawaii;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: liaises . uthscsa.edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


o o 


"We  permeate  America.  We  are  the  names.  A third  of  the  country  is  named 
in  indigenous  names,  states,  river  systems.  We  are  in  the  food  that 
people  eat,  the  technology,  in  all  these  things,  but  at  the  same  time  we 
get  no  intellectual  property  rights  credit  for  that.  Instead  what  we 
have  is  denial  of  existence  of  Native  people." 

"So  you  ask  most  Americans  today  if  they  know  anything  about  Indians.  I 
ask  people  all  the  time.  How  many  of  you  can  name  ten  different  kinds 
of  Native  people?  If  they  look  real  smart,  like  Ph.D.'s,  I'll  ask  for 
twenty.  They  can't.  Most  people  can't  name  four  different  kinds  of 
Indian  people.  Why  is  that?  Because  schools  don't  don't  teach  about 
Native  people." 

Winona  LaDuke,  Ojibwe 

(from  an  interview  by  David  Barsamian,  AlterNative  Radio,  March  1,  1998) 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Another  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled... 

In  a message  dated  07/08/98  3:36:52  PM,  TsalagiW0W  writes: 

<<ApacheMa, 

This  blessed  information  was  passed  to  me  by  a Dear  friend,  to  share. 

I was  not  sure  as  to  whom  to  forward  it  to  for  RRL  News. 

Many  blessings  my  Dear  to  You  and  Yours... 
dohiyi . . . 

with  love  and  respect.... 
donna  "wow" 

> 

fwd  mail 

> Creator  has  sent  us  a blessing.  On  Sunday,  Aug.  2,  a Female  White 
Buffalo  (not  albino)  Calf,  was  born  in  Dackson  County,  Mich.  According 
the  news  reports  here  last  night.  Native  Elders  say,  she  is  the  7th  White 
Calf  to  be  born.  7 is  an  extremely  Sacred  and  powerful  number  to  us,  and 
they  say  she  is  the  one  to  save  mankind,  if  we  will  listen.  Please  ask 
Creator  to  watch  over  and  protect  this  little  gift  to  us. 

By  the  way,  earlier  this  year,  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  named  Miracle, 
herself  gave  birth  to  her  first  calf  (I  do  not  know  what  color  it  is). 
Miracle  has  gone  through  the  4 color  changes  as  predicted  in  the  prophecy. 

Date:  Sun,  16  Aug  1998  13:19:30  -0400 
From:  Lora  Estep  <meestep(3dmci . net> 

Subj : birth  of  white  buffalo 

To  whom  it  may  concern, 

1 week  ago  I sent  an  E-mail  to  you  regarding  the  possible  birth  of 
a white  buffalo  in  southern  michigan.  I am  writing  to  you  today  to 
inform  you  that  this  is  not  a hoax.  The  buffalo  was  born  at  CHILDS 
BUFFALO  RANCH  in  Hanover  Mich. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

This  exciting  source,  for  readers  with  web  browsers,  was  submitted  this 
week.  More  resources  like  this  are  needed! 

Date:  Wed,  12  Aug  1998  10:31:25  -0500 

From:  "Sioux  Heritage  Webmaster"  <webmaster@lakhota . com> 

To:  <gars@nanews . org> 

Subj : New  Link 

Sioux  Heritage  http://www.lakhota.com 

In  1995,  a group  of  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribal  members  put  together  a 
classy  looking  educational  site. 

Part  of  the  website  features  a seventeen  chapter  on-line  language  course, 
"Intro  to  Lakhota"  in  both  TEXT  and  AUDIO  (professionally  recorded  Native 
Lakhota  speakers).  The  website  also  features  a FULL  "Lakhota-English 
Dictionary! " 

Sioux  Heritage  website  has  more  to  offer  than  language.  The  FAQ  page 
answers  such  questions  as,  "How  do  I enroll  my  children?"  and  "Where  can  I 

find  information  on  my  Lakhota  ancestors?"  It  includes  a full  list  of  CRST 

office  phone  numbers.  Visitors  to  the  site  can  send  free  beautiful  Native 
and  Western  Art  Postcards,  or  have  their  first  name  translated  into  Lakhota. 
Anyone  interested  in  the  Sioux  culture  should  read  the  Culture  page,  which 
has  been  featured  in  newspapers  and  magazines  world-wide. 

Sioux  Heritage  visitors  do  not  have  to  remain  viewers,  the  Association 
allows  members  to  take  an  active  role  in  Sioux  Heritage  development. 

Hundreds  of  email  daily  confirm  Sioux  Heritage  website  is  one  of  the  best 

Lakhota/  Lakota  resources  available  on  and  off  the  Internet. 

Feel  free  to  drop  us  a line, 

staff@lakhota . com 

Hal  LaVaux,  staff  Director 

Sioux  Heritage  website  http://www.Lakhota.com 


and  here's  a web  site  for  _Printed  Language  Resources_ 

Date:  98-07-20  19:46:32  EDT 

From:  Diyehii 

To:  Diyehii 

BCC:  ShngSprt 

Ya  a teh,  shila  aash: 

This  is  a link  for  those  interested  in  learning  a specific  language. 
There  are  many  Indian  languages  listed. 

Ka  dish  day, 

Diyehii 

<A  HREF="http://rivendel.com/~ric/resources/book.html">Click  here:  Printed 
Language  Resources</A> 


I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 


information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Mi'gmaq  Nation 

Versus  the  Quebec  Government 

- Clarification  of  Misinformation 

- Quebec  Threatens  Force 
Against  Mi ' kmaq 

- Letter  of  Support  For  Mi'gmaq 

- Mi'gmaq  Blockade 

- Speech  by  the  Indigenous  Mayra 

- More  Voices  for  Leonard 

- Reserve  Wrestles 
Epidemic  of  Suicides 

- Corporate  Payoffs 
to  United  Church 

- Response  to  United  Church 
Misinformation 

- Annexation  Could  be 
Declared  Invalid 


Medicine  Lake  Geothermal  Plant 
Columbus  Returns  to  Puerto  Rico 
Canadian  National  Parks 
Voisey's  Bay 

Montreal  Native  Friendship  Center 
Appeal 

Traditional  Plants 
Pikuni/Blackfeet  Update 
Indians  Revive 
a Running  Tradition 
Someday  is  Today 
Lost  Birds 
Native  Prisoner 
A Hundred  Years  Ago 
Poem:  A Little  Bear 
Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
Conferences  and  Powwows 


"RE : Mi'gmaq  Nation  Versus  the  Quebec  Government"  

Date:  Mon,  10  Aug  1998  14:18:42  -0400 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe.net> 

Subj : Mi'gmaq  Nation  Versus  the  Quebec  Government  & Forest  Companies 

UUCP  email 


Mi'gmaq  Nation  Versus  the  Quebec  Government  & Forest  Companies 

Who  are  the  Mi'gmaq  and  what  do  they  want  NOW? 

THE  FACTS 
Did  you  know: 

The  Mi'gmaq  of  Listuguj  are  North  American  Indians. 

The  Mi'gmaq  are  the  first  inhabitants  of  this  land  - the  Gaspe  region. 

The  Mi'gmaq  have  their  own  tribal  (traditional)  government. 

The  Mi'gmaq  were  not  governed  by  the  present  style  of  government  (an 
elected  Chief  and  Council).  This  form  of  government  was  introduced  by  the 
Indian  Act  to  control  and  break  the  spirit  of  the  Mi'gmaq. 

The  Mi'gmaq  have  never  signed  a treaty  surrendering  their  land  or 
resources . 

The  Mi'gmaq  had  lived  off  the  land  until  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments  began  their  campaign  to  confine  the  Mi'gmaq  to  tracks  of  land 
which  were  not  useful  to  the  settlers. 

The  Mi'gmaq  would  rather  work  than  exist  on  welfare  or  Unemployment 
Insurance . 

The  Mi'gmaq  do  not  want  to  take  back  all  that  was  taken  from  them,  they 
simply  want  to  be  able  to  survive  and  support  themselves  in  a dignified 


manner . 


MORE  FACTS 


What  do  the 
The  Mi'gmaq 
respect . 

The  Mi'gmaq 
The  Mi'gmaq 
The  Mi'gmaq 
The  Mi'gmaq 
The  Mi'gmaq 
The  Mi'gmaq 
and  federal 


Mi'gmaq  want  now? 

want  to  co-exist  with  their  neighbors  and  be  treated  with 
want  to  be  able  to  support  their  families. 

want  to  stop  existing  on  welfare  and  unemployment  insurance, 
want  to  become  self-sufficient, 
want  to  manage  their  own  resources. 

want  to  ensure  the  continued  survival  of  the  forests. 

want  to  have  their  inherent  rights  recognized  by  the  provincial 

governments . 


IS  IT  POSSIBLE  FOR  ALL  PARTIES  TO  SHARE  IN  THE  RESOURCES? 

According  to  several  authorities  there  are  more  than  enough  resources  for 
all  to  share: 

The  majority  of  land  in  the  Gaspe  region  is  covered  by  forest,  more 
precisely  96%  of  which  is  public  forest. 

The  majority  of  trees  in  the  Gaspe  region  are  ready  to  be  harvested,  more 
precisely  60%  of  the  standing  trees  are  classified  mature  or  over-mature. 

In  1994,  the  total  allowable  cut  was  2.3  Million  cubic  meters  and  only  2.0 
Million  cubic  meters  was  cut. 

The  forest  industry  produces  over  80,000  person  weeks  of  work  yet  the 
Mi'gmaq  are  limited  to  less  than  200  person  weeks  or  0.25%  of  the  work. 

If  only  a fraction  of  the  allocation  awarded  to  large  lumber  companies 
were  allocated  for  cutting  and  management  by  the  Tribal  Government  it  would 
go  far  in  eliminating  the  following: 

Chronic  unemployment. 

Child  poverty. 

Suicides  or  attempted  suicides. 

Alcohol  and  substance  abuse. 

Dependency  on  government  handouts. 

Low  self-esteem,  etc 


WHY  DOES  THE  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  NOT  SUPPORT  THE  INITIATIVES  OF  THE  TRIBAL 
GOVERNMENT  AND  THE  LISTUGU3  LOGGERS? 

The  large  logging  companies  cutting  on  the  Gaspe  have  the  upper  hand. 

They  can  afford  to  hire  lobbyists  and  donate  to  the  federal  and  provincial 
parties,  therefore,  they  have  the  monopoly. 

The  federal  government  believes  that  if  communities  such  as  ours  become 
financially  independent  they  will  have  lost  the  control  they  have  exercised 
in  Native  communities.  Now  they  have  the  upper  hand  because  all  money  to 
hire  and  provide  social  assistance  comes  from  their  coffers. 

HOW  WOULD  THE  MI'GMAQ  BE  DIFFERENT  FROM  THE  LARGE  COMPANIES  WHO  ARE 
PRESENTLY  RAPING  OUR  FORESTS? 

They  would  use  man  power  rather  than  the  mechanical  harvesters  that  the 
large  companies  are  now  using. 

They  would  eliminate  clear  cutting  in  favor  of  selective  cutting  to  give 
the  forest  a chance  it  needs  to  replenish  itself  and  grow  into  a forest 
rather  than  a tree  farm. 

They  would  ensure  all  regulations  created  for  the  protection  of  the  forest 
are  respected  by  all  parties. 

WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO  TO  HELP  FURTHER  OUR  CAUSE? 

You  can  write  or  phone  your  local  Member  of  Parliament  to  express  your 
concern  with  our  present  treatment. 

For  tourists  from  other  countries  or  provinces  you  can  also  call  your  local 
political  body  to  pressure  the  federal  and  Quebec  provincial  governments  to 
deal  with  our  people  in  a fair  and  respectful  manner. 

You  can  contact  friends  and  other  organizations  to  attract  attention  and 
support  for  our  fight  for  survival. 

You  can  send  donations  to  be  used  toward  legal  fees  to  defend  our  cause. 
There  is  also  a need  for  food  and  clothing,  the  situation  is  pretty  tense. 


DONATIONS  CAN  BE  SENT  TO  THE  FOLLOWING: 

Grand  Council  of  the  Mi'gmaq 

Mi'gmaq  Tribal  Government 

P.O.  Box  173 

Listuguj  PQ 

G0C  2R0 

418/788-3191 

fax  418/788-5575 

j igug@nbnet . nb . ca 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
+Our  site  has  been  updated! 

+Please  view  and  let  us  know  what  you  think! 

+ http: //www. cyberglobe. net/users/mnation 

"RE : Clarification  of  Misinformation"  — 

Date:  Fri,  14  Aug  1998  12:30:28  -0400 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe.net> 

Subj : Press  Release  - Clarification  of  Misinformation  by  media 

UUCP  email 

PRESS  RELEASE 
P.O.  Box  173 
Listuguj,  QC  G0C  2R0 

For  more  information  contact: 

Gary  Metallic  Sr.  418/788-2745 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

CLARIFICATION  OF  MISINFORMATION  BY  MEDIA 

Listuguj,  QC  - August  12,  998  - In  recent  days  the  Government  of  Quebec 
through  its  Minister  Guy  Chevrette,  Minister  Responsible  for  Aboriginal 
Affiars  has  released  information  that  is  unfounded  and  damaging  the  honour 
and  reputation  of  Gary  Metallic  Sr.,  the  local  representative  for  the 
traditional  government  of  the  Micmac  Nation.  It  is  without  a doubt  that 
Mr.  Chevrette  sought  to  minimize  the  role  of  the  traditional  government  of 
the  Micmac  people  by  attacking  its  local  representative. 

Mr.  Chevrette  suggests  that  Mr.  Metallic  is  attempting  to  further  his 
political  career.  The  fact  is  Mr.  Metallic  will  not  seek  any  political 
office . 

As  the  local  representative  of  the  traditional  government  he  exercised 
and  promoted  the  harvest  of  timber  on  Crown  lands  in  accordance  with 
regulations  established  by  the  traditional  government.  His  authority  is  to 
establish  self-governing  mechanisms  that  promote  the  economic  and  social 
development  of  his  people  are  found  in  the  findings  of  the  Delgamuukw  case 
which  deal  with  the  Aboriginal  societies  having  original  jurisdiction  to 
this  land  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans  and  others;  Section  35  of 
the  Canadian  Constitution  that  affirms  and  recognizes  aboriginal 
self-government  placing  a duty  on  the  Crown  to  negotiate  in  good  faith; 
various  treaties  from  1725  to  1779  acknowledging  the  right  of  the  Micmac  to 
harvest  and  trade  in  natural  resource  products. 

The  suggestion  that  the  men  of  the  protest  are  heavily  armed  are  false. 

We  are  certainly  heavily  armed  with  moral  conviction  and  fortitude  of  our 
ancestry.  We  have  strongly  stated  our  position  and  asked  that  our  protest 
be  respected  respected  by  others.  AT  NO  TIME  HAVE  WE  RAISED  A HAND  TO 
HURT  ANOTHER  PERSON. 

It  is  our  belief  that  the  Government  of  Quebec  is  bound  to  the  Canadian 
Constitution  and  by  its  own  the  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms  to  not 
interfere  with  our  peaceful  assembly  and  freedom  of  association.  Their 
attempts  to  portray  this  protest  as  an  armed  stand-off  is  the  only  trigger 
that  will  allow  them  to  make  an  armed  assault  on  the  protesters.  This 
appears  to  be  the  prelude  to  an  Oka  situation. 

As  to  recent  news  reports  concerning  Gary  Metallic  Sr.,  it  is  confirmed 


that  he  was  the  General  Manager  of  ligug  Enterprises  Inc..  The  corporation 
was  jointly  established  in  1995  by  the  previous  Chief  and  Council  that  the 
traditional  government  as  a band  owned  corporation  for  economic  development 
purposes.  One  of  the  activities  passed  to  the  corporation  was  forestry. 

In  this  respect,  other  employees  of  the  corporation  were  assigned  the 
management  of  forestry  activities.  These  and  other  activities  are  all 
accounted  for  with  the  appropriate  financial  statements  which  are  submitted 
to  the  Band  Council  at  the  end  of  each  fiscal  year.  The  suggestion  that 
ligug  was  owned  by  Gary  Metallic  Sr.  are  false.  The  statements  that  he 
sold  $1  Million  worth  of  logs  to  GDS  is  false. 

It  is  also  clear  that  Guildo  Duchene,  owner  of  GDS,  has  collaborated  with 
the  Listuguj  Mi'gmaq  First  Nation  by  releasing  copies  of  canceled  cheques 
which  were  issued  by  ligug  Enterprises.  Although  the  corporation  has 
expensed  95%  of  the  cheque  to  pay  salaries,  operating  cost  and  fees  it  is 
used  to  imply  there  is  something  wrong.  This  is  not  true. 

Shortly  after  the  current  Band  Council  advised  the  corporation  that  they 
had  decided  to  withdraw  their  interest  in  the  corporation  in  December  of 
1997,  Mr.  Metallic  left  the  corporation  to  pursue  other  interest  of  a 
personal  nature.  Without  the  participation  of  Band  Councilors  in  the 
corporation  it  cannot  function  making  it  in  essence  defunct.  Subsequently, 
Mr.  Metallic  sought  to  promote  the  Micmac  participation  in  logging  after 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada's  decision  in  Delgamuukw  vs.  British  Columbia 
on  December  11,  1997  and  Dudge  Turnbull  in  New  Brunswick  vs.  Thomas  Peter 
Paul  in  November  1997. 

In  light  of  the  aforementioned,  Mr.  Metallic  sought  legal  advice  on  the 
misinformation  campaign  initiated  by  Quebec  and  the  Listuguj  Mi'gmaq  First 
Nation  Council.  It  is  clear  that  Quebec  is  bound  by  its  own  Human  Rights 
legislation  to  not  harm  a person's  honour  or  reputation  which  it  did  not 
respect  when  it  belittled  and  the  role  and  responsibility  of  the 
traditional  (Delgamuukw)  and  its  local  representative  Gary  Metallic  Sr.  and 
suggested  that  it  was  an  illegal  organization.  As  well,  the  Listuguj 
Mi'gmaq  First  Nation  Council's  suggestion  that  Mr.  Metallic  personally 
profited  from  the  sale  of  $1.2  Million  has  done  irreparable  damage  to  his 
career  as  an  administrator  and  manager.  Furthermore,  the  disclosure  of  the 
private  and  personal  matters  of  a corporation  by  Mr.  Chevrette  is  illegal. 
These  matters  must  be  submitted  to  the  courts  or  the  appropriate  agency  for 
consideration  and  reparation,  if  at  all  possible. 

We  ask  all  media  outlets  to  take  caution  when  publishing  misinformation 
that  may  cause  damage  to  Mr.  Metallic  and  the  Grand  Council  of  Micmacs,  7th 
District  Gespe'gawaqi  (traditional  government). 
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"RE : Quebec  Threatens  Force  Against  Mi'kmaq"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Aug  1998  01:51:53  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Quebec  threatens  force  against  Mi'kmaq 

1.  Quebec  threatens  to  attack  Mik'Maq  Monday! 

2.  Mi'kmaqs  have  rejected  Quebec's  latest  offer  to  end  their  logging  dispute. 

3.  Metallic  Called  'Tireless  Leader' 


ALERT:  QUEBEC  & CANADA  PLAN  TO  USE  FORCE  AGAINST  MIK'MAQ  TRADITIONALISTS 
CBC  radio  has  reported  that  Quebec  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  has  ordered  Mik 
Maq  traditionalists  to  dismantle  their  protest  blockade.  The  province  has 
set  Monday  as  the  date  they  will  employ  force  to  enforce  "the  rule  of  law". 
Please  protest  the  threats  by  white  politicians  and  defend  Mikmaq 
sovereignty! 

DON'T  ATTACK  THE  LISTUGUD  MIK'MAQ! 

Lucien  Bouchard,  Premier  of  Quebec 


Hotel  du  Parliament,  Quebec  City,  Quebec 
Ph.  (418)  643-5321.  Fax  (418)  643-3924 
Email:  premier. ministre@gouv.qc .ca 
http : //www . gouv . qc . ca/ comment a . htm 

Guy  Chevrette,  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister 
Cabinet  du  ministre  d'Etat  des  Resources  naturelles 
3,  Complexe  Desjardins,  Tour  Nord 
26e  etage 

Montreal  PQ  H3B  1E3  Canada 


SUPPORT: 

Gary  Metallic  Sr.  Mi'gmaq  Nation 
Keptin  PO  Box  173  Listuguj 

PH  (418)  788-2745  Fax:  (418)  788-5575  or  (418)  643-4318 
Email:  jigug@nbnet.nb.ca 


NEGOTIATORS  BACK  TO  SQUARE  1 IN  MI ' KMAQ  BLOCKADE 

Mi'kmaqs  have  rejected  Quebec's  latest  offer  to  end  their  logging  dispute. 
Canadian  Press,  August  14,  1998 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

(CP)  QUEBEC  (CP)  - Quebec  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  will  consult  with  his 
cabinet  in  an  attempt  to  resolve  a Mi'kmaq  blockade  of  the  main  highway  in 
the  Gaspe  region  that  shows  no  signs  of  ending. 

With  a unanimous  show  of  hands  and  a loud  chorus  of  boos,  150  Mikmaqs 
gathered  Thursday  in  a bingo  hall  at  the  Listuguj  reserve  to  soundly  reject 
a deal  that  would  have  brought  $500,000  worth  of  forestry  and  other  work  to 
the  reserve.  "It  sucks  big  time!"  one  man  shouted,  tearing  up  the  agreement 
in  front  of  the  TV  cameras. 

Gary  Metallic,  a self -professed  hereditary  leader  who  is  locked  in  a 
power  struggle  with  elected  band  chief  Ronald  Jacques,  told  the  crowd  that 
Highway  132  will  remain  blocked.  "Quebec  has  to  do  better,"  he  said.  "You 
have  to  take  us  seriously  because  it  means  the  survival  of  our  people." 

At  one  point  in  the  afternoon,  protesters  abandoned  one  of  the  road 
barricades  amid  the  excitement.  But  the  sense  of  optimism  gradually  gave 
way  to  skepticism  as  people  on  the  reserve  learned  details  of  a government 
counter-offer  on  timber  rights.  The  rejection  came  after  a feverish  round 
of  negotiations  in  Ste-Foy,  near  Quebec  City,  between  Native  Affairs 
Minister  Guy  Chevrette,  Jacques  and  four  opposition  band  councilors  allied 
with  Metallic.  Metallic  himself  had  said  the  barricades  would  probably  come 
down  Friday. 

Chevrette' s frustration  was  evident  as  he  used  words  like  subterfuge  and 
buffoonery  to  describe  the  actions  of  the  dissident  councilors.  "In  life 
there  are  people  who  wear  the  pants,  there  are  people  who  have  a backbone 
and  there  are  people  who  don't  allow  agitating  minorities  to  decide 
things,"  he  said.  While  the  government  would  still  like  to  see  a peaceful 
settlement  to  the  dispute,  Chevrette  suggested  time  is  running  out.  "I  have 
already  said  that  there  is  a threshold  of  tolerance,"  he  said.  "We  have 
always  favoured  peaceful  solutions.  But  it  is  obvious  that  the  more  the 
days  pass,  the  lower  the  threshold  of  tolerance  drops." 

Cabinet  could  meet  as  early  as  Friday  to  decide  whether  the  government's 
patience  has  indeed  run  out.  The  two-week  road  blockade  has  shut  down  the 
Industrie  GDS  sawmill,  costing  the  mills  owner  over  $500,000  in  losses. 

At  a news  conference  Thursday,  Mikmaq  negotiator  Alison  Metallic  called 
for  Chevrette  to  step  aside  and  allow  the  protesters  to  meet  directly  with 
Bouchard.  "We  call  on  the  provincial  government  to  sit  back  down  at  the 
negotiating  table  (Friday)  and  let's  iron  this  out,"  he  said.  "Let's  go  for 
48  hours  if  that's  what  it  takes,  because  I believe  we  can  still  solve 
this . " 

The  government  had  sweetened  a $l-million  deal  it  signed  with  the  band 
council  on  Sunday  by  agreeing  to  boost  the  number  of  seasonal  jobs  to  110 
from  the  previous  offer  of  65.  The  new  deal  would  have  also  provided  10,000 


more  cubic  metres  of  wood  to  cut. 

Jacques  Young,  the  mayor  of  Pointe-a-la-Croix  which  borders  on  the 
reserve,  was  disgusted  at  the  latest  turn  of  events.  "It's  rotten,"  he 
said.  "They're  laughing  at  us.  We  are  the  real  hostages  in  this  conflict,  I 
don't  know  what  we're  going  to  do  now." 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Fri,  14  Aug  1998  15:13:52  -0400 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  <mnation@cyberglobe. net> 

Subject:  Metallic  Called  'Tireless  Leader' 

Reprinted  from  Montreal  Gazette  - August  14,  1998 

METALLIC  CALLED  'TIRELESS  LEADER' 

The  media,  armed  largely  with  information  received  from  the  Listuguj  band 
or  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  Guy  Chevrette's  office,  have  consistently 
portrayed  Gary  Metallic  as  a self-centered  businessman.  Yes,  he  is  a 
businessman  - and  a successful  one,  at  that  - operating  under  a non-profit 
management  philosophy.  Until  recently,  he  has  had  well  over  30  employees. 

In  this  sense,  this  self-centered  man  of  affairs  has  as  his  primary  concern 
the  long-term  employment  of  his  community.  That  cannot  be  said  of  band 
council  chief  Ronald  Jacques. 

Yes,  he  was  the  president  of  Jigug  Inc.,  an  incorporated  body  set  up  by  the 
chief  and  council  in  1995  to  secure  funds  that  were  not  accessible  to  them 
as  a band  council.  What  the  media  have  failed  to  report  was  that  Jigug  was 
totally  accountable  to  the  board  of  directors  - appointed,  incidentally,  by 
the  chief  and  council  - and  the  band  council. 

The  media  have  also  consistently  referred  to  the  relationship  between  Gary 
Metallic  and  his  cousins  Wendell  and  Allison.  But  no  reference  has  been 
made  to  the  relationship  between  Ronald  Jacques  and  his  three  sons,  Paul, 
Roland  and  Ronald  Jr.,  who  are  elected  members  of  his  council.  These  same 
three  sons  signed  the  agreement  that  would  personally  benefit  Chief  Jacques 
and  his  sawmill.  Talk  about  a conflict  of  interest. 

Flave  you  questioned  why  Mr.  Chevrette,  a member  of  the  Parti  Quebecois,  has 
been  so  inflexible  that  he  will  only  deal  with  the  "Indian  Act  chief  and 
council?"  Is  the  act  not  federal,  governing  aboriginals? 

Those  of  us  who  know  Gary  Metallic  (he  and  I are  not  related)  know  a 
tireless  leader  who  has  done  everything  possible  to  protect  the  rights  of 
the  Micmac  people  for  this  generation  and  for  generations  to  come.  This  was 
not  a role  that  he  commanded  for  himself  but  that  was  handed  to  him. 

Gail  Metallic 
Listuguj 
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S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
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"RE : Letter  of  Support  For  Mi'gmaq"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Aug  98 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  <mnation@cyberglobe . net> 

Subj : Letter  of  Support  For  Mi'gmaq  People  from  People  of  the 
Longhouse  at  Kahnawake 

UUCP  email 

Allison  Metallic,  Gary  Metallic 
Wendell  Metallic,  Wilfred  Wysote 
Kenneth  Mitchell 

Listuguj  Mi'gmaq  First  Nation  Government 


P.O.  Box  298  Listuguj,  Que.  G0C  2R0 


August  11, 1998 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters, 

The  Traditional  Peoples  Council  of  the  Longhouse  at  Kahnawake  sends  their 
greetings  and  thanksgiving  to  the  Mi'gmaq  people  of  Listuguj.  We  would 
like  to  reiterate  the  position  of  the  Rotiskenrakete.  We  are  in  full 
support  of  the  protection  of  sovereignty,  economic  rights  and  protection 
of  ancestral  lands.  We  believe  that  the  traditional  people  are  the  true 
title-holders  of  the  land  and  have  the  responsibility  to  protect  their 
lands  and  people  to  the  utmost  of  their  capabilities. 

The  People  of  the  Longhouse  will  have  a spiritual  fire  burning  until 
the  Mi'gmaq  have  successfully  achieved  a peaceful  resolution.  This  fire 
and  tobacco  burning  ceremonies  will  be  done  for  the  protection  and  well 
being  of  the  people.  Our  people  will  gather  this  evening  for  the  initial 
ceremony. 

We  will  also  begin  a food  and  donation  drive  from  our  community.  We  have 
always  appreciated  the  help  that  was  given  to  us  when  we  were  in  need. 

Dust  as  family  members  help  each  other,  now  it  is  our  turn  to  reciprocate. 

We  would  like  to  encourage  all  your  people  in  their  efforts  and  stay 
united.  Our  experiences  have  proved  that  when  you  are  doing  what  is 
right  you  will  achieve  your  goal.  The  people  of  Listuguj  will  be  in  our 
thoughts  and  hearts  until  peace  is  once  again  restored. 

Frank  Natawe,  Secretary 
The  People  of  the  Longhouse 
cc.  Lucien  Bouchard 
cc.  Guy  Chevrette 

cc.  Mohawk  Band  Council  of  Kahnawake 
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"RE : Mi'gmaq  Blockade"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Aug  1998  23:37:08  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : August  16  Demo  to  Support  Mi'gmaq  Blockade 

1.  August  16  Demo  to  Support  Mi'gmaq  Blockade 

2.  Blockade  Reaches  stalemate 


From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe.net> 

Subject:  PRESS  RELEASE  - Friends  of  the  Micmac  Demonstration  in  To  Prevent 

Police  Action  at  Listuguj 

Date:  Sat,  15  Aug  1998  09:39:07  -0400 

Friends  of  the  Micmac  will  be  gathering  for  a demonstration  at  the  Hydro 
Quebec  Building  on  Rene  Levesque  Blvd.  at  1:00  pm  on  Sunday  August  16, 

1998. 

This  political  action  is  in  support  of  the  demands  of  the  Micmac  logging 
rights  and  to  stop  any  violent  attack  by  the  Quebec  Police  or  Canadian  Army 
on  Micmac  ancestral  lands. 

All  supporters  are  welcome. 

For  more  information  call: 

284-5547 

635-5595 

326-9840 
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[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  We  assume  this  demo  is  in  Montreal.  The  area  code  there 
is  (514).  The  Quebec  and  Canadian  authorities  have  announced  their 
intention  to  use  force  against  the  Mi'gmaq  traditionalists  at  the  blockade 
after  Monday,  August  17,  1998.  Those  of  us  who  cannot  attend  can  send 
protests  to: 

Quebec  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard 

mailto : premier .mini stre@gouv.qc . ca 
Phone:  (418)  643-5321  Fax:  (418)  643-3924 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  Dean  Chretien 

mailto : remote- printer . Dean_Chretien@16139416900 . iddd . tpc . int 
mailto : pm@pm . gc . ca 
Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Support:  Gary  Metallic  Sr.  Mi'gmaq  Nation, 

Phone:  (418)  788-3191 

Fax:  (418)  788-5575  or  (418)  643-4318 

mailto:jigug@nbnet.nb.ca  j 


NATIVE  BLOCKADE  REACHES  STALEMATE 

CBC  Radio  Report,  Posted  Aug  14,  1998  09:53  PM  EDT 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 

contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 

pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  Quebec  government  says  it's  given  all  it  can  to  the  Mi'kmaq 
protestors  from  Listuguj.  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  says  the  Mi'kmaqs  demands 
are  unacceptable.  It  means  barricades  will  stay  up  across  a highway  that 
passes  through  the  Listuguj  reserve.  The  protestors  have  blocked  Highway 
132  in  the  Gaspe  for  two  weeks  protesting  over  logging  rights  on  Crown 
land . 

Bouchard  says  he  wants  the  barricades  to  come  down  no  later  than  Monday. 
But  the  natives  say  they'll  keep  up  the  blockade  until  an  agreement  has 
been  reached. 

Mi'kmaq  protestors  rejected  a proposed  settlement  to  end  their  dispute 
with  the  Quebec  government  over  logging  rights  late  Thursday.  The  deal 
would  have  brought  45  more  jobs  to  the  reserve  and  provided  additional 
10,000  cubic  metres  of  wood  to  cut.  But  protest  leader  Gary  Metallic 
rejected  the  draft  deal  saying  it  wasn't  enough. 

Guy  Chevrette,  Quebec's  Minister  of  Native  Affairs,  blames  the  rejection 
on  "agitators  out  for  their  profit." 

The  barricades  have  prevented  about  100  workers  from  getting  to  the 
local  sawmill,  but  the  provincial  cabinet  says  workers  will  receive  90  per 
cent  of  their  lost  wages. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Speech  by  the  Indigenous  Mayra"  

Date:  Thu,  13  Aug  1998  03:28:13  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS  <amanecer@aa . net> 

Subj : speech  by  the  indigenous  Mayra 

ORIGINALLY  PUBLISHED  IN  SPANISH  IN  MEXICO  BY  ENLACE  CIVIL  A.C. 
(enlacecivil@laneta .apc.org) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  SPANISH  BY  inlandesa  FOR  ENLACE  CIVIL  A.C.  AND  NUEVO 
AMANECER  PRESS 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

From : owner-enlacecivil-l@laneta .apc.org 

Date:  Wednesday,  August  12,  1998  12:00:32  -0600  (CST) 

SPEECH  BY  THE  INDIGENOUS  MAYRA  TO  THE  "REUNION  OF  THE  REBELS"  CARAVAN  IN 
THE  AGUASCALIENTES  OF  FRANCISCO  GOMEZ 

Aguascalientes  III  of  Francisco  Gomez,  Chiapas,  Mexico,  August  of  1998 
BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS 

Today,  Monday,  August  3,  of  1998,  is  a very  special  day  for  all  of 
us,  the  indigenous  and  campesinos  of  these  lands  in  rebellion,  a special 
day  for  all  of  us  who  find  ourselves  here  for  various  reasons,  we  bravely 
wait  for  your  voice,  the  voice  of  hope,  the  voice  of  the  dignified  peace 
from  its  humble  dwellings. 

On  this  occasion  we  are  living,  we  are  finding,  we  are  greeting  all 
of  us  at  this  Reunion  in  Rebellion. 

In  the  name  of  all  my  companero  bases,  men,  women,  children,  young 
persons  and  old  persons  from  this  dignified  corner  of  our  land,  we  welcome 
you . 

BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS 

You  have  arrived  here  today  to  the  heart  of  the  indigenous  peoples, 
you  have  arrived  in  this  community  of  Francisco  Gomez,  the  new  indigenous 
municipal  seat  in  rebellion. 

Today  we  are  all,  it  is  ours,  we  are  all  one.  Those  who  do  not 
sell,  those  who  do  not  surrender,  those  who  resist. 

Seeing  us,  finding  us,  speaking  with  us,  we  arrive  to  a reality, 
the  indigenous  reality  which,  for  the  powerful,  is  an  object  without 
history. 

Today,  all  honest  indigenous  and  non-indigenous  Mexicans  have 
received  in  their  hearts  the  message  of  silence  and  rebel  resistance  of  the 
zapatista  indigenous,  who  speak,  who  struggle  to  find  each  other  and  to 
build  together  our  true  histories. 

The  voice  of  what  we  all  are,  the  voice  of  unity,  is  the  voice  that 
will  make  the  bad  government  hear  us,  which  speaks  the  truth  and  recognizes 
us  as  true  Mexicans,  with  all  of  our  indigenous  rights  and  culture. 

It  is  the  time  for  us  to  join  together,  it  is  the  time  for  us  to 
speak  of  our  rights,  it  is  the  time  for  peace  to  speak,  we  speak  of  our 
needs,  of  the  pressures  from  the  bad  government,  of  the  provocative  wars 
that  come  from  the  bad  government. 

The  power  of  the  bad  government  has  persecuted  us,  we,  the 
indigenous,  the  campesinos,  men,  women  and  children,  and  they  are 
continuing  to  persecute  us,  we  are  defenseless  men  and  women  persecuted  by 
the  federal  army,  who  also  suffer  from  registrations  at  the  military  and 
road  checkpoints.  We  are  constantly  watched  over  by  land  patrols  and 
low-flying  airplanes  over  the  indigenous  towns. 

The  bad  government  has  trained  paramilitary  groups  who  harass  the 
indigenous  peoples,  standard-bearers  for  the  powerful,  they  block  the  way, 
our  way,  so  that  we  cannot  do  our  work  on  our  own  lands,  we  are  persecuted, 
we  are  humiliated.  Because  of  these  actions  by  the  bad  government,  many 
indigenous  have  been  imprisoned,  those  who  seek  the  peace,  not  war  and 
betrayal,  indigenous  who  seek  democracy  and  justice,  while  those  who  seek 
war,  those  who  want  to  see  us  dead,  enjoy  complete  freedom. 

We  speak  the  truth,  we  speak  as  we  have  spoken  and  we  will  speak 
clearly,  even  though  the  bad  government  does  not  want  to  hear  us,  although 
they  do  not  want  to  see  us.  We  have  suffered  much  and  we  are  suffering, 
but  it  is  for  the  dignified  peace,  even  though  we  are  suffering  a famine, 
although  the  drought  has  affected  us,  yet  we  are  resisting,  because  we  know 
with  you,  civil  society,  we  will  reach  the  peace  with  justice  that  all 
Mexicans  yearn  for. 

If  the  bad  government  wants  to  divide  us  and  to  strike  at  us,  we 
will  resist.  Our  resistance  has  made  us  grow,  and  it  will  make  us  grow, 
the  bad  government  is  not  who  teaches  us  to  work,  we  are  the  ones  who  are 
working. 


Brothers  and  sisters,  indigenous  and  non-indigenous,  the  bad 
government  and  its  repressive  machine  does  not  want  to  see  us,  it  despises 
us,  it  wants  to  do  away  with  us. 

Brothers,  we  are  here,  we  are  resisting. 

We  will  not  let  the  bad  government  speak  now,  it  is  the  time  for  us 
to  speak,  for  peace  to  speak. 

We  all  hope  that  during  these  days  of  this  reunion  in  rebellion  we 
enjoy  ourselves  very  much  and  take  much  pleasure  in  knowing  each  other, 
whatever  your  nationality,  those  who  seek  democracy  and  justice. 

VIVA  THE  REUNION  OF  THE  REBELS! 

VIVA  THE  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  OF  ALL  MEXICO! 

VIVA  THE  COMMUNITY  OF  FRANCISCO  GOMEZ! 

VIVA  NATIONAL  AND  INTERNATIONAL  CIVIL  SOCIETY! 

VIVAN  THE  ZAPATISTA  WOMEN! 

VIVA  THE  ZAPATISTA  SUPPORT  BASES! 

VIVA  SUBCOMANDANTE  INSURGENTE  MARCOS! 

VIVAN  ALL  THE  INSURGENTS! 

VIVA  THE  CLANDESTINE  INDIGENOUS  REVOLUTIONARY  COMMITTEE! 

Aguascalientes  III  of  Francisco  Gomez,  Chiapas,  Mexico,  August  of  1998. 

ENLACE  CIVIL  A.C. 

Calle  Ignacio  Allende  4 

29200  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas 

Chiapas,  Mexico 

Telephone  and  fax:  52-967-82104 
Email : enlacecivil@laneta .apc.org 
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"RE : More  Voices  for  Leonard"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Aug  1998  14:13:53  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : More  voices  for  Leonard 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Huge  double-page  spread  on  Leonard  in  the  August  issue  of  Windspeaker,  the 
most  widely-read/circulated  monthly  in  Canada,  (lust  won  first  place  for 
General  Excellence  in  monthly  publications  category  at  this  year's  Native 
American  lournalists  Association's  annual  assembly  in  Tempe,  AZ.) 

Nice  picture  of  Leonard.  There's  a second,  longer  article  on  worldwide 
support  growing  to  free  Leonard  too.  (The  hardcopy  article  is  twice  as 
long  as  what's  on  the  website  version.) 

Check  it  out  on  their  website  at: 
http : //www. ammsa . com 


>From  Windspeaker 
August  1998  Vol  16  #4 

Who  is  Leonard  Peltier  and  what  was  he  fighting  for? 

By  Donna  Rae  Paquette 
Windspeaker  Contributor 

Twenty-three  years,  that's  a lot  of  time.  In  the  past  23  years. 


nations 


rose  and  fell,  mankind  extended  his  limits  to  limitless  space,  peace  has 
come  to  countries  that  have  been  at  war  for  centuries,  and  war  has  come 
to  shatter  the  peace  and  calm  in  a variety  of  communities  around  the 
globe. 

And,  during  the  last  23  years,  men  and  women,  countless,  faceless, 
forgotten  human  beings,  have  served  time  in  federal,  provincial  and 
state  prisons,  most  for  crimes  they  did  commit.  But  for  a few  and  one  in 
particular,  they  are  serving  time  for  something  they  did  not  do.  Justice 
gone  awry.  It  happens. 

It  happened  to  Leonard  Peltier,  an  Ojibway- Lakota  who  has  languished  in 
American  federal  prisons  for  more  than  two  decades,  a political  prisoner 

in  North  America  who  has  yet  to  see  freedom  and  to  be  exonerated  for  the 

crime  his  own  accusers  say  they  can't  prove  he  is  guilty  of  committing. 

Peltier's  been  told  his  release  date  is  2035.  He'll  be  90  years  old  by 
the  time  the  prison  doors  swing  open  for  him.  Far  too  late  to  start  the 
buffalo  ranch  he  dreams  of  or  to  enjoy  his  family,  all  of  whom  will 
likely  be  dead  by  then,  even  if  Peltier  himself  lives  that  long. 

Peltier  was  born  and  raised  in  South  Dakota  in  a location  that  is  the 
geographical  centre  of  North  America.  It's  one  of  thousands  of 
Aboriginal  communities  that  sit  on  a vast  belt  of  mineral  wealth. 

The  land  where  Leonard  grew  up  has  always  been  held  in  high  regard  by 

the  Native  people  of  the  area.  lust  outside  his  home  are  the  Black 

Hills,  Paha  Sapa  to  the  Lakota.  They  are  a special  place,  a holy  place, 
because  Wakan  Tanka,  the  Great  Spirit,  the  Great  Mystery,  the  One  Above 
Who  Oversees  All,  lives  there.  It  is  the  place  Wakan  Tanka  chose  to  make 
his  name  and  his  ways  known  to  the  children  who  He  chose  to  be  the 
keepers  of  the  Earth  - the  red  man. 

The  whole  area  belonged  to  the  Lakota  people,  known  as  the  Sioux.  It  had 
been  secured  to  them  as  their  own  in  perpetuity  by  the  United  States 
government  when  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  was  signed  in  1868.  The 
legislation  stated  that  the  Lakota  were  recognized  as  inhabitants  of  the 
area  since  time  immemorial  and  the  land  was  recognized  as  part  of  their 
vast  territorial  holdings. 

The  treaty  gave  the  Lakota  nothing  they  didn't  already  have,  but  was  at 
least  a pledge  of  peace  to  allow  safe  passage  through  Sioux  territory 
for  the  settlers  enroute  to  the  West  and  to  pioneer  settlements  in  the 
vast  lands  of  the  Blackfeet. 

Undertaken  as  a means  to  safeguard  the  territorial  rights  of  the  Lakota 
and  still  allow  settlement  west  of  the  Missouri  River,  the  treaty  was  an 
ironclad  nation-to-nation  agreement  on  land  use  and  prohibitions.  The 
gist  of  the  treaty  allowed  settlers  and  other  travellers  to  safely  cross 
through  Lakota  land  and,  in  turn,  no  settlement  could  take  place  on  the 
land.  The  first  thing  the  U.S.  Cavalry  did  was  to  construct  forts  along 
what  was  known  as  the  Bozeman  Trail,  an  east-west  route  established  as 
the  main  entry  way  into  the  western  frontier.  The  Sioux  were  pacified 
with  gifts  and  allowed  the  forts  as  peacekeeping  units,  but  the  people 
called  the  trail  the  "Thieves  Road",  and  the  white  people  were  given  the 
designation  "wasichu,"  translated  as  "he  who  takes  the  fat"  or  "the 
greedy  ones." 

The  day  came  when  wasichu  found  the  Black  Hills  valuable.  They  wearied 
their  nights  plotting  how  to  steal  the  Black  Hills  and  the  yellow  gold 
located  there.  For  years,  all  was  quiet  as  the  Western  frontier  was 
slowly  settled  by  a trickle  of  pioneers.  Then  the  trickle  became  a 
headlong  rush  of  fortune-seekers  when  gold  was  discovered  by  two 
treaty-violating  prospectors  who  were  found  murdered  in  the  Black  Hills, 
their  deaths  evidently  caused  by  Lakota  warriors  who  happened  upon  the 
trespassers . 

When  the  hapless  miners'  bodies  were  found,  a note  written  by  one  of  the 
men  stating  "there's  gold  in  them  thar  hills"  was  recovered.  By  the  next 
day,  the  stampede  was  on. 

The  Lakota  were  unprepared  for  the  onslaught  and  after  several 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  curb  the  invaders,  a delegation  travelled  to 
Washington  with  an  appeal  that  the  army  to  uphold  the  Fort  Laramie 
Treaty.  Washington  declined  and  offered  to  buy  the  Black  Hills  for  $5 
million.  The  Lakota  declined,  and  Washington  decided  to  take  the  hills 


anyway. 

The  government  withheld  rations  and  restricted  the  people  from 
off-reservation  hunting,  slowly  starving  the  people  into  submission. 

Anyone  resisting  the  sale  was  labeled  a "hostile"  and  subject  to  arrest 
or  death.  Sitting  Bull,  Gall  and  Crazy  Horse  were  among  the  hostiles. 

Eight  years  after  the  Indians  were  promised  the  Black  Hills  in 
perpetuity.  Red  Cloud,  Spotted  Tail  and  other  chiefs  were  forced  to  sign 
a document  abrogating  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty. 

In  a pen  stroke,  the  Lakota  lost  the  Black  Hills,  plus  22.8  million 
surrounding  acres,  in  exchange  for  subsistence  rations.  The  U.S. 
Congressional  Record  quotes  an  unnamed  speaker  as  saying  "an  idle  and 
thriftless  race  of  savages  cannot  be  permitted  to  stand  guard  at  the 
treasure  vaults  of  the  nation  which  hold  our  gold  and  silver.  The 
prospector  and  miner  may  enter  and,  by  enriching  himself,  enrich  the 
nation  and  bless  the  world  by  the  results  of  his  toil." 

To  this  day,  the  Lakota  have  never  been  able  to  regain  their  sacred  Paha 
Sapa.  They  live  in  destitution  while  the  land  yields  billions  of  dollars 
annually  to  the  people  who  took  it  away. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  one  of  many  who  sought  to  fight  for  this  land  and 
suffers  the  consequences  for  his  political  position. 

"RE : Reserve  Wrestles  Epidemic  of  Suicides"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Aug  1998  18:54:03  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : And  yet  UN  says  Canada's  #1...? 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
RESERVE  WRESTLES  EPIDEMIC  OF  SUICIDES 
Canadian  Press,  August  9,  1998 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

BIRDTAIL  SIOUX  FIRST  NATION,  Man.  (CP)  - Some  used  pills.  Others  used 
rope.  One  man  lay  down  on  the  railroad  tracks  and  waited  for  a train  to 
finish  him  off.  More  than  20  people  have  attempted  suicide  in  the  last  13 
months  at  this  small  reserve  in  western  Manitoba.  Seven  were  successful. 

Suicide  rates  are  chronically  higher  among  aboriginal  Canadians  than  the 
general  population  but  the  problem  has  reached  epidemic  proportions  at  this 
reserve.  "It's  hard  to  keep  track  of  them  after  a while,"  said  Const. 
Charles  3ebb  of  the  Dakota  Ojibwa  Police  Service. 

Almost  everyone  in  the  community,  145  kilometres  northeast  of  Brandon, 
has  relatives  or  close  friends  who  have  committed  suicide  in  recent  months. 
"The  hurt  is  there  in  the  total  community,"  said  Chief  Nelson  Bunn. 
"Everyone  is  affected  by  the  numerous  deaths  were  had." 

Many  suicides  appear  to  be  linked.  One  case  last  Duly  happened  on  the 
same  day  that  another  band  member  was  buried.  Another  band  member  ended  his 
life  by  taking  a lethal  amount  of  pills  less  than  two  months  after  his 
common-law  wife  hanged  herself. 

Many  Birdtail  residents  believe  they  live  on  the  worst  reserve  in 
Manitoba.  Many  houses  are  falling  apart  as  mould  eats  away  at  carpeting  and 
drywall.  One  asthmatic  woman  and  her  two  grandchildren  live  illegally  in  a 
home  condemned  by  Health  Canada. 

Only  a handful  of  Birdtail  Sioux  are  employed  by  the  band.  "They're 
bringing  in  white  guys  from  off  the  reserve  to  build  our  houses  when  we 
don't  have  jobs,"  said  Chris  Benn,  who  works  part-time  for  the  band  as  home 
and  school  co-ordinator. 

Police  say  substance  abuse  is  worse  here  than  on  nearby  reserves.  "Here 
there's  nothing  really  to  do.  Theres  a lack  of  employment  and  people  turn 
to  alcoholism,"  said  3ebb.  There  are  no  school  or  sports  teams  on  the 
reserve.  The  band's  community  hall  burned  down  a couple  of  years  ago  and 
could  not  be  rebuilt  because  there  was  no  insurance  money. 

Birdtail  isn't  the  first  Dakota  community  to  go  through  a suicide 
crisis.  In  early  1996  a teenage  boy  took  his  own  life  and  his  best  friend 
did  the  same  about  a month  later  at  Sioux  Valley,  about  an  hours  drive  from 


Birdtail.  At  Sioux  Valley,  a crisis  team  was  created  to  identify  band 
residents  who  needed  counselling.  A telephone  hotline  was  also  set  up  to 
provide  counselling  to  anyone  feeling  suicidal.  "I  think  a lot  of  kids 
survived  because  of  the  crisis  line,"  said  Elizabeth  Loane,  child  and 
family  services  co-ordinator  at  Sioux  Valley. 

The  Birdtail  band  is  not  as  luckily.  Some  Birdtail  residents  say  suicide 
victims  were  never  offered  counselling.  The  reserve  set  up  a hotline  like 
the  one  in  Sioux  Valley,  but  the  line  now  goes  unanswered  because  funding 
has  run  out.  Birdtail  residents  also  take  their  frustrations  out  on  the 
chief,  who  they  blame  for  failing  to  show  leadership.  Band  members  said 
they  rarely  see  the  chief  and  complain  he  did  not  attend  any  funerals  for 
suicide  victims. 

Nelson  Bunn  was  convicted  of  impaired  driving  last  month  and  many 
Birdtail  Sioux  said  he  should  step  down  as  chief.  He  spends  his  weekends  at 
a jail  in  Brandon,  Man.  "I  don't  think  he's  actually  doing  anything,"  said 
Chris  Benn. 

The  chief  said  he  has  been  busy  working  to  solve  Birdtail 's  problems 
with  government  officials  in  Winnipeg,  but  is  now  ready  to  spend  more  time 
in  the  community  to  help  with  the  healing  process.  "Nobody's  had  an 
opportunity  to  grieve  because  theres  been  so  many  deaths  in  the  community." 


KKKANADIAN  KKKOLONIALISM  KKKILLS 

The  1947  Convention  for  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of 
Genocide  specifically  prohibits  "deliberately  inflicting  on  the  [national, 
ethnical,  racial  or  religious]  group  conditions  of  life  calculated  to  bring 
about  its  physical  destruction  in  whole  or  in  part." 

Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  Dean  Chretien 

mailto : remote- printer . Dean_Chretien@16139416900 . iddd . tpc . int 
mailto : pm@pm . gc . ca 

Assembly  of  First  Nations  Grand  Chief  Phil  Fontaine 
mailto : pfontaine@afn . ca 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Corporate  Payoffs  to  United  Church"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Aug  1998  23:37:29  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : corporate  payoffs  to  United  Church  for  selling  native  land  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message 
Date:  Thu,  13  Aug  1998  12:40:29  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Kevin  Daniel  Annett  <kdannett@unixg. ubc . ca> 

Subj : corporate  payoffs  to  United  Church  for  selling  native  land 

MacMillan-Bloedel  Charity  Rewards  United  Church  in  Wake  of  Theft  of 
Ahousat  Land 

In  1994,  when  the  logging  multinational  MacMillan-Bloedel  acquired 
final  ownership  of  Lot  363  on  the  Ahousat  reserve  north  of  Tofino,  thanks 
to  the  illegal  sale  of  the  land  by  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  the 
MacMillan  Fund,  a charity  connected  to  the  company,  granted  $8000  to  First 
United  Church  in  Port  Alberni,  according  to  the  1994-95  returns  for 
charitable  foundations. 

Only  in  that  year  did  any  United  Church  receive  such  a sizeable 
endowment  from  the  MacMillan  Fund.  That  same  year,  the  two  public  critics 
of  the  Ahousat  land  sale.  Chief  Earl  George  of  the  Ahousats  and  Reverend 


Kevin  Annett,  were  both  expelled  from  the  United  Church  after  objecting  to 
the  secret  deal  that  involved  MacMillan-Bloedel , church  officials  and 
Aboriginal  Affairs  minister  John  Cashore,  who  is  also  a United  Church 
minister. 

Lot  363  is  100  hectares  of  old  growth  red  cedar  now  worth  in  the 
tens  of  millions  of  dollars.  But,  against  the  wishes  of  tribal  elders,  the 
land  was  sold  by  the  United  Church  in  1953  to  the  grandson  of  early 
missionary  3ohn  Ross  for  a mere  $2000. 

Was  the  $8000  gift  from  the  company  to  First  United  Church  in  Port 
Alberni  a direct  "thank  you"  to  the  church  for  faithful  "services 
rendered"?  And  was  it  an  even  more  personal  "thanks"  to  First  United's 
minister  Ryan  Knight,  who  had,  that  same  year,  a)  refused  to  allow  Justice 
in  the  Valley,  an  anti-MacMillan  Bloedel  community  coalition  in  Port 
Alberni,  to  use  the  church  for  its  annual  meeting?  and  b)  who  had  denied 
the  Joseph  family,  local  native  residents,  the  use  of  the  same  church  for  a 
traditional  funeral  because  (in  Knight's  words)  "Kevin  Annett  will  be 
conducting  the  service"? 

In  Port  Alberni,  like  in  A1  Capone's  Chicago,  things  are  not  very 
subtle . 

The  Circle  of  Justice 
604-462-1086 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Response  to  United  Church  Misinformation"  

Date:  Fri,  7 Aug  1998  12:50:55  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Kevin  Daniel  Annett  <kdannett@unixg. ubc . ca> 

Subj : response  to  United  Church  misinformation  campaign 

7 August,  1998 
Dr.  Jennifer  Wade 
Vancouver,  B.C. 

Dear  Dr.  Wade, 

In  the  wake  of  my  firing  without  cause  from  my  Port  Alberni  pulpit  in 
January,  1995,  a handful  of  United  Church  officials,  acting  without  the 
authority  or  knowledge  of  any  church  body,  "de-listed"  me  as  a minister  at 
an  expensive  internal  trial  that  was  described  by  one  observer  as  "a 
failed  attempt  at  cosmetics";  the  cosmetics  being  a pretense  of  a due 
process  that  I have  never  been  accorded. 

After  my  de-listing,  the  church  concocted  an  astoundingly  false  version 
of  events  to  further  discredit  me  and  justify  its  own  actions.  This 
version  bears  little  resemblance  to  the  truth  as  I experienced  it,  and  as 
you  yourself  witnessed;  and  yet  it  is  widely  circulating  through  the 
internet . 

I wish  to  respond  to  the  United  Church  misinformation  campaign  about  me 
through  this  statement,  which  you  are  free  to  circulate  and  share  with 
others . 

1.  I was  removed  from  my  pulpit  without  notice,  review  or  cause,  on 
January  23,  1995.  The  procedure  required  for  removing  a minister,  under 
sections  65-75  of  the  United  Church  Manual,  was  completely  ignored.  I was 
fired  immediately  by  Art  Anderson  of  B.C.  Conference  and  Cameron  Reid  of 
Comox-Nanaimo  Presbytery,  and  was  threatened  with  permanent  "de-listing" 
only  two  days  later,  although  no  reason  was  given  for  these  actions. 

2.  My  congregation  had  already  accepted  my  resignation,  which  was  not  to 
occur  until  the  following  June  30.  At  a secret  meeting  with  Reid,  Anderson 
and  other  officials,  to  which  I was  not  invited,  my  church  board  was  told 
"Kevin  is  to  be  fired  immediately  and  no-one  is  to  tell  him." 

3.  My  firing  occurred  despite  the  fact  that  I had  tripled  the  size  of  my 
congregation,  had  brought  native  families  into  the  church  for  the  first 
time,  and  had  sustained  this  attendance  until  the  day  of  my  firing. 


4.  I was  fired  shortly  after  I wrote  a letter  to  the  Presbytery 
Executive  criticizing  the  church  for  having  illegally  sold  and  profited  by 
ancestral  native  land.  I had  also  allowed  native  survivors  of  the  Alberni 
Residential  School  to  speak  from  my  pulpit  and  recount  stories  of  murder 
and  torture  at  the  same.  United  Church  run  school. 

5.  Church  officials  adamantly  refused  to  discuss  my  firing  or  modify 
their  decision.  Neither  my  congregation  nor  the  Presbytery  as  a whole  were 
ever  allowed  to  vote  on  or  even  debate  my  firing  or  subsequent  de-listing. 

6.  After  I went  to  the  press  with  eyewitness  testimony  of  killings  of 
native  children  at  the  Alberni  school,  in  December,  1995,  the  Presbytery 
Executive,  without  authorization,  voted  to  recommend  that  I be  permanently 
"de-listed",  without  giving  a reason. 

7.  The  delisting  hearing  was  convened  by  two  officials,  both  of  whom  had 
been  instrumental  in  my  firing:  Don  Dessiman,  legal  counsel  for  B.C. 
Conference,  and  Brian  Thorpe,  Secretary  of  Conference.  Dessiman  had  served 
as  the  lawyer  for  Presbytery  in  our  earlier  negotiations,  and  yet  despite 
this  role  he  was  appointed  the  judge  at  the  appeal  hearing,  in  1996,  that 
rejected  my  appeal  of  my  firing!  He  was  then  appointed  as  "Chief  Dudicial 
Officer"  at  the  de-listing  hearing,  despite  his  having  made  hostile 
comments  about  me  at  previous  meetings.  Brian  Thorpe  handpicked  the  de- 
listing  panel  but  was  then  called  as  a witness  against  me! 

8.  Presbytery's  lawyer,  Iaian  Benson,  conducted  a completely  hearsay 
case  against  me  from  start  to  finish,  despite  the  Panel's  rules  that 
hearsay  evidence  was  not  permitted.  None  of  the  four  witnesses  called 
against  me  had  ever  heard  one  of  my  sermons,  attended  a service  at  my 
church  or  seen  me  in  active  ministry.  One  of  the  witnesses  had  never  even 
met  me  until  the  hearing!  And  yet  the  purpose  of  the  latter  was  to 
ascertain  my  fitness  for  ministry  and  my  abilities  as  a minister. 

9.  The  Panel  ruled  against  me  and  in  favour  of  Presbytery  in  over  80%  of 
the  instances  where  I challenged  the  gross  bias  of  the  hearing.  Examples 
of  this  bias:  a)  Dessiman,  the  judge,  went  to  lunch  with  Panel  members 
(the  jury)  regularly;  b)  Dessiman  had  secret  conferences  with  Presbytery 
lawyer  Benson  and  the  Panel,  of  which  I was  not  informed;  c)  I was  told  to 
keep  quiet  by  Dessiman  while  Benson  personally  disparaged  me,  and  I was 
not  allowed  to  respond  to  his  attacks  on  me. 

10.  None  of  the  38  letters  of  support  I received,  which  I submitted  to 
the  hearing,  were  ever  quoted  in  the  Panel's  final  written  decision.  And 
yet  all  4 of  the  letters  against  me  were  quoted  in  that  decision. 

11.  After  we  introduced  a letter  showing  that  the  judge,  Don  Dessiman, 
had  personally  intervened  to  stop  an  agreement  between  myself  and  the 
church  in  1995,  I moved  that  Dessiman  step  down  because  of  a "perception 
of  bias"  by  him.  The  Panel  ruled  in  favour  of  Dessiman  continuing  as 
judge!  I then  withdrew  from  the  hearing  under  legal  advice  because  of  the 
"gross  bias  and  absence  of  natural  justice  and  due  process"  in  the 
behaviour  of  judge  jury  and  prosecution,  all  of  whom  came  from  the  same 
institution . 

12.  After  my  advocate  and  I left  the  hearing,  the  Panel  allowed  it  to 
continue,  amazingly  enough.  Presbytery  then  introduced  its  4 letters 
critical  of  me,  even  though  my  advocate  and  I had  never  been  shown  the 
letters.  Nevertheless,  the  Panel  accepted  this  inappropriately-introduced 
evidence,  and  incorporated  it  into  its  final  report.  The  hidden  and 
deceptive  process  thus  continued. 

13.  Acting  without  me  present,  the  Panel  ruled  unanimously  to  de-list  me, 
despite  the  fact  that  I had  not  presented  my  case,  called  witnesses  or 
concluded  my  self-defense.  The  whole  procedure  was  a farce,  and  it  was 
clear  that  the  decision  to  expel  me  from  the  church  had  been  made  long 
before.  The  semblance  of  a trial  had  been  followed,  without  any  content  of 
due  process  and  fairness.  I had  already  been  found  guilty. 

14.  Twenty-two  people  who  attended  the  hearing  wrote  to  the  B.C. 
Attorney-General,  Ujjal  Dosanjh,  asking  him  to  investigate  its  unfair 
procedure.  Dosnajh  took  five  months  to  respond,  and  then  refused,  even 
though  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  1992  that  churches  had  to  abide  by  the 
same  norms  of  natural  justice  as  any  organization  in  its  internal 
tribunals . 

15.  The  total  cost  of  my  firing  and  de-listing  exceeded  $300,000.  And 


yet  the  same  church  had  refused  to  fund  our  Loaves  and  Fishes  Food  Bank  in 
Port  Alberni,  whose  budget  was  $1200  each  month,  or  find  the  funds  for 
Chief  Earl  George  of  the  Ahousat  Nation  to  train  for  United  Church 
ministry.  Chief  George,  like  me,  had  criticized  the  church  for  its  sale  of 
Ahousat  land.  Lot  363,  in  1953,  shortly  before  the  church  cut  off  his 
funding  for  theological  education. 

These  are  some  of  the  facts  behind  my  railroading  out  of  the  church.  I 
believe  that  my  exposure  of  the  land  speculatiofficials,  their  cover-up  of 
the  murder  of  native  children  at  its  Alberni  and  Ahousat  residential 
schools,  and  the  existence  of  a pedophile  ring  involving  United  Church 
ministers  and  officials  on  Vancouver  Island,  was  responsible  for  this 
rapid  and  illegal  expulsion  of  me  from  the  church. 

I will  provide  you,  and  any  other  interested  parties,  all  the 
documentation  and  evidence  to  back  up  these  statements. 

Of  additional  interest  is  the  fact  that  the  two  prime  actors  in  my 
expulsion  and  de-listing,  lawyer  Don  Dessiman  and  official  Brian  Thorpe, 
stole  documents  from  me  at  a press  conference  outside  the  United  Church 
office  on  September  3,  1997. 

The  documents  were  microfilmed  proof  of  the  liability  of  the  church  for 
the  abuse  of  native  children  at  its  Alberni  residential  school.  They  were 
in  fact  key  evidence  that  allowed  a Supreme  Court  judge  to  rule  just 
recently  that  the  church  was  legally  liable  for  all  damages  at  the  Alberni 
school . 

We  have  filmed  evidence  showing  Brian  Thorpe  taking  these  documents  from 
a bag  belonging  to  me,  without  having  asked  me  first,  and  while  my  back 
was  turned.  Don  Dessiman  is  watching  Thorpe  engage  in  this  theft,  holds 
the  door  for  him,  and  enters  the  church  office  with  Thorpe  and  the  stolen 
documents . 

I reported  the  theft  to  the  Vancouver  Police,  and  eventually  Crown 
Counsel  Garth  Gibson  informed  me  that  he  would  not  be  pursuing  the 
investigation  because  it  would  "not  be  in  the  public  interest  to  do  so". 
Gibson  said  to  me,  however,  that  "a  theft  definitely  occurred." 

The  United  Church  has  never  explained  why  it  would  allow  its  officials 
and  lawyers  to  publicly  steal,  lie,  and  conduct  character  assassination 
campaigns  against  critics  of  its  wrongdoing.  The  fact  that  the  two  men  who 
conducted  my  appeal  and  de-listing  hearing  were  also  the  perpetrators  of 
the  theft  of  my  personal  belongings  has  raised  no  outcry  within  the  church, 
amazingly  enough.  But  is  this  too  surprising,  in  a church  that  has  allowed 
murderers,  child  rapists  and  other  abusers  to  do  their  deeds  under  church 
protection  and  sanction? 

Kevin  Annett 
August  7,  1998 

"RE ; Annexation  Could  be  Declared  Invalid"  

Date:  Tue,  11  Aug  1998  23:27:31  -1000 

From:  Flawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation.org> 

Subj : UN  Report:  Annexation  could  be  declared  invalid 

UN  Report:  Annexation  could  be  declared  invalid 

Clinton's  1993  apology  is  seen  as  casting  new  light  on  the  1897  treaty 
Native  Hawaiians  say  being  re-listed  as  a colony  would  give  an  opportunity 
to  choose 

Honolulu  Star-Bulletin 
Tuesday,  August  11,  1998 
By  Pat  Omandam 
Star-Bulletin 

Hawaii's  annexation  by  the  United  States  could  be  declared  invalid, 
according  to  a United  Nations  report. 

The  report  said  the  situation  of  native  Hawaiians  now  takes  on  a "special 
complexion"  because  of,  among  other  reasons.  President  Clinton's  November 
1993  Apology  Resolution  to  native  Hawaiians. 

The  study  recommends  Hawaii  be  returned  to  a U.N.  List  of  Non-Self 
Governing  Territories  - a list  of  indigenous  peoples  colonized  by  another 


country.  Such  action  could  make  Hawaii  eligible  for  decolonization  as  well 
as  a U.N. -sponsored  plebiscite. 

The  73-page  unedited  final  report,  submitted  after  nine  years  of  reviewing 
treaties,  agreements  and  other  constructive  arrangements  between  nations 
and  indigenous  peoples,  was  filed  Duly  30  in  Geneva. 

For  Hawaiian  groups  such  as  Ka  Lahui  Hawaii  and  Ka  Pakaukau,  which  have 
pushed  the  sovereignty  issue  at  the  international  level  for  nearly  two 
decades,  the  timing  couldn't  be  better.  Over  the  next  two  days,  Hawaiians 
and  others  will  gather  at  Iolani  Palace  to  observe  Hawaii's  centennial 
annexation  anniversary. 

An  international  audience 

"Its  perfect  timing,"  said  Mililani  Trask,  an  attorney  and  governor  of  Ka 
Lahui  Hawaii.  "I  couldn't  have  asked  for  anything  more." 

Trask  said  this  is  the  first  official  U.N.  document  that  not  only  makes 
reference  to  Hawaii,  but  finds  against  the  validity  of  the  treaty  of 
annexation  and  calls  for  the  United  Nations  to  re-list  Hawaii  as  a colony. 

Attorney  Hayden  Burgess  said,  "Many  of  us  have  been  waiting  for  the  report 
for  many  years."  But  it  is  just  the  first  step  in  a long  process  the  U.S. 
government  undoubtedly  will  fight,  he  said. 

"The  United  States  is  not  going  to  give  up  that  easily,"  he  said,  pointing 
out  that  the  nation  has  been  trying  to  abolish  the  committee  that  would 
review  the  issue. 

Burgess  has  been  to  the  United  Nations  many  times  to  ask  that  Hawaii  be 
re-listed  as  a colony,  speaking  for  local  organizations  and  the  World 
Council  for  Indigenous  Peoples. 

Trask  said  that  the  report,  expected  to  be  posted  on  the  U.N.  Web  site  on 
Saturday,  shows  that  an  international  audience  is  watching  with  interest 
how  the  United  States  handles  its  native  Hawaiian  situation,  one  which  U.S. 
State  Department  officials  consider  a "domestic  problem." 

"It  means  that  we  now  have  a clear  interest  being  expressed  by  other 
states  (nations)  to  support  our  effort  and  expressing  interest  now  on 
receiving  the  real  story  about  what's  happening  in  Hawaii,"  she  said. 

Trask,  who  received  a copy  of  the  report  in  Geneva,  will  speak  about  it 
tomorrow  during  the  annexation  events. 

Nay  sayers,  she  said,  have  repeatedly  doubted  whether  Hawaiian  activists 
would  be  effective  in  the  international  arena.  But  the  report  goes  a long 
way  to  show  how  viable  these  international  claims  really  are,  she  said. 

Both  Ka  Lahui  and  Ka  Pakaukau  believe  there  isn't  any  way  to  achieve 
Hawaiian  autonomy  or  independence  within  the  U.S.  system.  But  there  is  in 
the  international  system. 

Treaty  'appears  unequal' 

Miguel  Alfonso  Martinez  of  Cuba,  the  special  chairman  who  prepared  the 
report  for  the  U.N.  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations,  wrote  that 
Clinton's  apology  resolution  recognizes  the  1893  overthrow  of  the  Hawaiian 
monarchy  took  place  unlawfully. 

"By  the  same  token,  the  1897  treaty  of  annexation  between  the  United 
States  and  Hawaii  appears  as  an  unequal  treaty  that  could  be  declared 
invalid  on  those  grounds,  according  to  international  law  of  the  times," 
said  Martinez,  who  was  appointed  to  head  this  project  by  the  U.N.  human 
rights  commissioner. 

"It  follows  that  the  case  of  Hawaii  could  be  re-entered  on  the  list  of 
nonself-governing  territories  of  the  United  Nations  and  resubmitted  to  the 
bodies  in  the  organization  competent  in  the  field  of  decolonization,"  he 
said . 

Hawaii  was  placed  on  the  U.N.  list  in  1946  as  a colony  under  the  United 
States,  but  was  removed  in  1959  when  it  became  an  American  state.  Others  on 
the  list  include  Guam,  American  Samoa,  and  Puerto  Rico,  which  was  removed 
from  the  list  previously,  but  returned,  Trask  said. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations  voted  to  put  New  Caledonia  back 
on  the  list  in  the  late  1980s  over  protests  of  the  United  States,  France 
and  Great  Britain.  But  the  political  atmosphere  has  changed,  Burgess  said. 
"Now  there  is  very  little  opposition  to  the  U.S." 

If  Hawaii  is  returned  to  the  list,  he  said,  the  first  most  important 


question  will  be:  "Who  are  the  people  to  be  decolonized?  Is  it  only  native 
Hawaiians,  on  is  it  all  of  those  who  suffered  as  a result  of  the  overthrow? 

"The  thing  Hawaii  needs  to  address  is  to  see  itself  in  the  mirror  and  ask 
itself , who  are  we  who  have  been  decolonized?  I don't  think  it's  going  to 
work  to  just  limit  it  to  the  native  Hawaiian  race.  It  was  a nation  that  was 
overthrown,  not  just  native  Hawaiians." 

Then,  if  the  matter  reaches  the  voting  stage,  the  question  will  be  who 
votes,  Burgess  said.  "The  exercise  of  self-determination  must  be  done  by 
people  who  were  colonized."  And  they  must  be  given  choices,  he  said,  such 
as  whether  they  want  to  maintain  state  status,  or  be  independent,  or  have  a 
free  association  with  the  United  States. 

The  working  group,  which  recently  met,  sent  the  Martinez  report  to  the 
U.N.  Subcommission  on  the  Prevention  of  Discrimination  and  Protection  of 
Minorities,  where  it  will  accept  testimony  from  U.N.  members  and  indigenous 
groups . 

A final  edited  version  goes  to  the  U.N.  Commission  on  Human  Rights,  and  to 
the  U.N.  General  Assembly,  for  adoption. 

So  far,  the  United  Nations  has  accepted  three  progress  drafts  as  official 
U.N.  documents,  including  one  that  contained  accounts  by  Queen  Liliuokalani 
on  the  push  by  foreigners  to  limit  the  monarchy's  power  and  to  seek 
annexation.  Liliuokalani ' s description  of  Hawaii's  political  climate  during 
her  time  changed  the  complexion  of  the  issue,  Trask  said. 

'Give  our  people  the  choice' 

Meanwhile,  Ka  Pakaukau's  Kekuni  Blaisdell  told  a U.N.  decolonization 
committee  seminar  this  Dune  in  Nadi,  Fiji,  that  17  colonies  remain  on  the 
U.N.  list,  with  three  in  the  Pacific  pressing  for  self-determination  with 
an  option  for  independence. 

Blaisdell  said  colonialism  in  the  Pacific,  in  various  forms,  has 
accelerated  and  intensified  rather  than  declined.  The  United  Nations  in 
1990  mandated  to  eradicate  colonialism  by  the  year  2000. 

"It  is  imperative,"  he  said,  "that  we  indigenous  peoples  become  more 
involved  in  the  dominant,  western  decolonization  process,  that  we  generate 
our  own  initiatives  and  that  such  actions  be  recognized." 

Entitled  to  vote 

A U.N. -supervised  plebiscite  would  entitle  Hawaiians  to  vote  for  a form  of 
government,  such  as  incorporation  as  a U.S.  state,  free  association  or  an 
independent  or  autonomous  government. 

Hawaiian  groups  will  focus  lobbying  efforts  on  U.N.  member  nations  that 
signed  treaties  with  Hawaii  before  it  became  a state. 

"We're  not  saying  give  Hawaii  independence,  we're  just  saying  re-list 
Hawaii,"  Trask  said.  "Have  the  U.N.  take  a look  at  it,  and  give  our  people 
the  opportunity  to  make  a choice,  which  we  never  had  in  1959." 

Tom  Coffman,  whose  book  "Nation  Within"  about  America's  annexation  of 
Hawaii  has  generated  widespread  discussion,  said  the  U.N.  report  is  "really 
important  because  what  I've  found  in  my  research  of  the  period  of  1893  to 
1898  . . . was  that  over  and  over  the  question  of  whether  Hawaiians  would 
be  allowed  to  vote  on  annexation  came  up,  and  over  and  over,  the  Republic 
government  conspired  with  annexationists  in  Washington  to  prevent  Hawaiians 
from  voting." 

Fallen  warriors 

An  18-hour  vigil  at  Iolani  Palace  will  honor  those  now  dead  who 
significantly  helped  the  Hawaiian  movement 

By  Pat  Omandam  Star-Bulletin 

The  18-hour  "Fallen  Warriors"  vigil  beginning  at  sunset  today  at  Iolani 
Palace  will  honor  deceased  individuals,  both  native  and  non-native,  who 
have  made  a significant  contribution  to  the  contemporary  indigenous 
Hawaiian  political  movement. 

What  follows  is  a list  and  brief  profiles  of  each  person,  according  to 
coordinator  Mahealani  Kamauu. 

Stanford  Achi:  Kauai  leader  who  led  early  successful  tenant  struggle 
against  Niumalu-Nawiliwili  evictions. 


Kahu  Abraham  Akaka:  During  the  last  15  years  at  Kawaiahao  Church,  the  Rev. 
Akaka  supported  and  participated  in  special  annual  observances  of  the  1893 
overthrow.  Akaka  wholeheartedly  shared  the  dignity  and  stature  of  his 
office  with  radical  sovereignty  politics  and  early  on  led  an  historic 
protest  march  that  resulted  in  appointment  of  Hawaiian  trustees  to  Bishop 
Estate . 

Martha  Billie  Beamer:  Served  as  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs  trustee  and 
chairwoman  of  the  Department  of  Hawaiian  Home  Lands.  As  chairwoman,  she 
ushered  in  an  era  of  unprecedented  new  housing  for  beneficiaries  and 
concentrated  her  efforts  on  fiscal  accountability  at  OHA. 

Robert  Beaumont:  Composed  and  recorded  many  songs  that  poetically  describe 
the  beauty  of  the  land  and  the  hard  struggles  of  Hawaiian  people.  Along 
with  other  members  of  the  musical  group  Olomana,  he  was  a constant  and 
consistent  presence  at  early  political  struggles. 

Wayne  K.  Davis:  A tireless  and  unselfish  genealogy  expert  who  helped 
hundreds  of  Hawaiian  families  in  their  efforts  to  trace  complex  and 
essential  family  histories. 

Apolonia  Day:  A kupuna  (elder),  cultural  and  spiritual  counselor  who  was 
an  early  grass-roots  member  of  the  sovereignty  group  Ka  Lahui  Hawaii. 

Mary  Choy:  An  activist  who  was  arrested  in  the  early  1970s  during  the 
Kalama  Valley  eviction  struggles. 

Emma  Defries:  A kupuna,  poet,  cultural  and  spiritual  counselor  to  early 
movement  leaders. 

Healani  Doane:  A respected  kupuna,  she  worked  to  reform  the  Hawaiian  Homes 
program  and  the  appointment  process  for  Bishop  Estate  trustees. 

Anita  Gouveia:  Core  support  of  Ka  Lahui  Hawaii.  She  struggled  for  years 
for  her  family's  right  to  engage  in  subsistence  farming  on  family  kuleana 
in  her  ahupua'a  of  'Loleka'a. 

George  Helm:  Key  leader  of  the  Protect  Kahoolawe  Ohana.  He  was  lost  at  sea 
while  attempting  to  reach  Kahoolawe  on  a surfboard. 

Betty  and  Walter  Johnson:  Husband  and  wife  who  were  avid  supporters, 
especially  monetarily,  of  Kokua  Kalama,  considered  by  many  to  be  the  first 
major  contemporary  political  struggle. 

Manu  Kahaiali'i:  A musician  who  overcame  personal  hardship  in  his  early 
years  to  become  a source  of  inspiration  to  the  troubled  youth  he  worked 
with.  He  was  also  a former  OHA  trustee  and  a nurturer  of  Hawaiian  language. 

Randolph  H.  Kalahiki:  An  early  activist  who  founded  Hui  Malama  'Aina  o 
Koolau  to  protect  Windward  Oahu  resources  against  overdevelopment  and  urban 
encroachment.  He  was  a founder  and  later  executive  director  of  the  Hawaiian 
Coalition  of  Native  Claims,  which  later  became  the  Native  Hawaiian  Legal 
Corp . 

Israel  Kamakawiwo ' ole : "Bruddah  Iz,"  an  inspirational  musician  who  had  an 
impact  on  local  youth  with  his  beautiful  voice,  songs  of  political 
struggle,  his  personal  courage  and  his  aloha. 

Parley  Kanaka 'ole:  Along  with  other  members  of  his  family,  he  guided 
people  on  cultural  protocol  and  provided  spiritual  counsel  and  leadership, 
especially  to  the  Protect  Kahoolawe  Ohana. 

Ah  Num  Kealakamahele:  A staunch  supporter  and  activist  with  the  Protect 
Kahoolawe  Ohana  and  the  Nuclear  Free  and  Independent  Pacific  organization. 

David  Ke ' alanahele : A kahu  and  practitioner  of  native  religion  who 
undertook  tremendous  research  to  understand  the  ancestral  significance  of 
pohaku  (stones)  and  heiau  (temples). 

Clara  Ku:  A kupuna,  cultural  and  spiritual  counselor  to  movement  leaders, 
especially  on  Molokai. 

Henry  Lindsey:  A meticulous  researcher  and  professional  archivist  who 
spent  his  last  years  of  life  painstakingly  combing  documents  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  to  prove  the  U.S.  conspiracy  against  Hawaii  that  led  to  the  overthrow. 

Sam  Lono:  Kahuna  and  practitioner,  teacher,  mentor  and  advocate  of  native 
religion  and  the  right  to  carry  out  religious  practices  and  rituals  at 
sacred  places. 

Moose  and  "Mama"  Louie:  Husband  and  wife  who  were  early  resistance  leaders 
in  Kalama  Valley  eviction. 

Lydia  N.T.  Maioho:  Curator  and  caretaker  of  Mauna'ala,  the  Royal 
Mausoleum,  a job  passed  within  the  family  for  many  generations. 

Harry  Mitchell:  A kupuna,  cultural  and  spiritual  counselor  to  movement 


leaders,  especially  members  of  Protect  Kahoolawe  Ohana.  Strong  mentor  and 
inspiration  to  generations  of  Hawaiian  language  students. 

Kimo  Mitchell:  Son  of  Harry  Mitchell  and  Protect  Kahoolawe  member  who  lost 
his  life  with  George  Helm  while  attempting  to  reach  Kahoolawe  on  a 
surfboard . 

Gregory  Nali'ielua:  Known  affectionately  as  "Papa  Kala"  or  "Papa 
Kalahiki ' ola , " he  provided  spiritual  counsel  and  guidance,  especially  in 
his  later  years,  to  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs  trustees. 

Dudy  Napolean:  Molokai  activist  who  spearheaded  many  projects  to  move  the 
island  into  an  era  of  culturally  based  economic  self-sufficiency. 

Harriet  Ne:  Molokai  kupuna,  cultural  expert  and  author,  and  spiritual 
counselor  to  movement  leaders. 

Georgiana  Padeken:  Queen  Liliuokalani  Trust  social  worker  and  early  member 
of  several  movements  to  reform  the  Hawaiian  Home  Lands  program.  Padeken 
later  served  as  chairwoman  of  the  state  Department  of  Hawaiian  Home  Lands. 
She  was  responsible  for  accelerated  awards,  which  intensified  pressure  for 
increased  funding  for  administration  and  infrastructure. 

Gail  Kawaipuna  Prejean:  An  activist  as  well  as  founder  and  first  executive 
director  of  the  Hawaiian  Coalition  of  Native  Claims.  She  was  involved  in 
every  major  early  political  struggle,  including  Makua  Valley,  Kahoolawe, 
Waiahole-Waikane  and  Makapuu. 

Helena  K.  Salazar:  A descendant  of  Robert  Wilcox,  she  served  as  the  first 
head  of  the  Alii  Nui  branch  of  Ka  Lahui  Hawaii. 

Helena  Santos:  Avid  supporter  and  activist  with  Anahola  Beach  Park 
struggle,  an  effort  to  challenge  the  state's  homestead  leasing  practices. 

George  Santos:  Kalama  Valley  farmer  who  took  a stand  against  eviction  and 
whose  dilemma  developed  into  the  central  focus  of  that  land  eviction 
struggle. 

Piiahi  Paki  Silva:  Kupuna  and  spiritual  counselor  to  early  movement 
leaders.  She  is  responsible  for  translation  of  music  written  by  composer 
Liko  Martin,  from  which  this  year's  annexation  observation  takes  it  theme. 

Hilbert  Kahale  Smith:  Lost  his  life  in  a fire  while  being  evicted  by  state 
officials  from  his  Anahola  homestead  on  Kauai.  He  had  protested  expensive, 
substandard  homestead  housing  for  more  than  a decade. 

Lambert  Ulaleo:  Practitioner  of  native  religion  who  fought  developers  and 
filed  the  first  major  lawsuit  against  geothermal  development  at  Kahauale'a 
on  the  Big  Island. 

Mits  Uyehara:  An  attorney  whose  research,  analytical  skills  and  strong 
convictions  served  as  a catalyst  for  community  education  and  action  on 
ceded  lands  claims.  Founding  member  of  Ho' ala  Kanawai  and  the  Native 
Hawaiian  Task  Force. 

Dallas  Vogeler:  Staunch  proponent  of  independence  and  member  of  Hui 
Na'auau.  She  used  her  talent  to  produce  a national  award-winning 
re-enactment  of  the  events  of  the  overthrow  during  the  1993  centennial 
observance. 

Centennial  events 

The  Hawai'i  Loa  Ku  Like  Kakou  Planning  Committee  is  advising  those  wishing 
to  participate  in  the  Centennial  March  tomorrow  morning  on  the  following: 

March 

Ceremony  to  honor  the  Sash  of  Liloa  and  our  ali'i,  beginning  with 
Kamehameha  I and  ending  with  Lili ' uokalani,  will  begin  at  6 a.m. 

Those  not  marching  with  the  ali'i  units  will  gather  just  mauka  of 
Mauna'ala  (Royal  Mausoleum)  in  the  10th  unit  honoring  the  1897  Petition  and 
those  who  resisted  annexation  by  signing,  including  non-Kanaka  Maoli 
supporters . 

March  begins  at  7 a.m.  from  Mauna'ala  on  Nuuanu  Avenue,  makai  to  Beretania 
St.,  Diamond  Head  to  Washington  Place,  crossing  the  street  to  the  state 
Capitol,  Diamond  Head  to  Punchbowl,  makai  to  King  Street,  Ewa  to  Kamehameha 
Statue,  into  the  palace  grounds. 

Marchers  should  arrive  at  Washington  Place  at  8 a.m.;  those  wishing  to 
offer  ho'okupu  may  do  so  at  Washington  Place. 

Marchers  are  scheduled  to  enter  Iolani  Palace  grounds  through  the  front 
gate  about  10  a.m.;  Iolani  Palace  chanters  will  provide  a welcoming  chant. 


followed  by  the  ' Ilioulaokalani  Coalition. 

After  ceremonies  for  the  Sash  of  Liloa  and  to  honor  the  ali'i,  Friends  of 
Iolani  Palace  will  present  their  portion  of  the  program,  followed  by  the 
raising  of  the  Hawaiian  flag  at  noon. 

Hawai'i  Loa  Ku  Like  Kakou's  program  will  begin  after  the  flag  raising; 
programs  listing  the  day's  events  will  be  distributed  at  the  information 
tent  on  the  state  Capitol  side. 

Park  and  shuttle 

Parking  will  be  available  at: 

Downtown  at  the  Diamond  Parking  Lot  at  Halekauwila  and  Pohukaina  streets; 
enter  from  Keawe  Street.  There  will  be  no  fee.  The  lot  can  accommodate 
about  150  cars.  The  lot  will  open  at  4:45  a.m.  A shuttle  (Polynesian 
Hospitality),  will  visit  the  lot  from  5-6:30  a.m.,  every  15  minutes. 

Blaisdell  arena  lot  will  open  for  parking  at  5 a.m.  Cost  is  $5  for  all 
day.  The  bus  (Polynesian  Adventures)  will  pick  up  from  5-6:30  a.m.,  every 
15  minutes.  Pickup  point  is  at  the  arena  ticket  office. 

For  those  car-pooling,  parking  elsewhere  in  town,  already  at  the  Iolani 
Palace  grounds  or  coming  by  bus  to  the  palace,  pickup  points  are: 

Kamehameha  Statue  on  King  Street  from  5:15-7  a.m.,  every  15  minutes 
(Trans-Hawaiian)  to  Mauna'ala. 

In  front  of  the  Capitol  at  Damien  Statue,  5-6:30  a.m.,  every  15  minutes 
(Polynesian  Adventures). 

There  will  be  no  parking  at  Mauna'ala. 

General  information 

Iolani  Palace  Barracks  restrooms  will  be  open  tonight  and  all  day 
tomorrow,  and  portable  toilets  near  the  State  Archives  building  will  also 
be  available. 

The  barracks  also  will  be  showing  the  video  "We  Are  Who  We  Were:  From 
Resistance  to  Affirmation"  all  day  tomorrow.  Palace  tours  will  be  closed 
for  the  day. 
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"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE : Medicine  Lake  Geothermal  Plant"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Aug  1998  17:00:41  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Subj : Medicine  Lake  Geothermal  Plant 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  lonnie  <lonnie@c-zone. net> 

Subt:  medicine  lake  geothermal  development 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

This  is  about  the  Medicine  Lake  area  and  the  proposed  geothermal 
plant  that  may  be  built  there.  Public  comment  will  be  accepted  up 
until  Aug  24,  1998.  Mail  petitions  to: 

Randall  Sharp,  Project  Leader 

Telephone  Flat  Geothermal  Development 
USFS/BLM-800  West  12th  St. 

Alturas,  CA  96101 


Fax  530  233  8709 
phone  530  233  5811 


The  petition: 


Dear  Mr.  Sharp: 

I am  strongly  opposed  to  the  Telephone  Flat  and  other  geothermal 
development  in  the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands.  I support  the  Pit  River , 

Modoc  and  Shasta  Tribes  in  their  opposition  to  these  developments 
which  would  have  devastating  impacts  on  the  sacred  character  of  the 
whole  Medicine  Lake  Highlands;  on  many  individual  sites  and  cultural 
resources;  on  the  water  quality  of  Medicine  Lake  and  the  many  springs, 
creeks  and  rivers  that  have  their  sources  in  the  Highlands;  on  the 
animals,  their  habitats  and  migration  routes;  on  the  trees  and  the 
plants;  on  the  visual  and  air  quality;  and  on  the  peace  and  natural 
beauty  of  the  area.  The  Medicine  Lake  Highlands  are  a traditional 
haven  to  Native  People  and  have  been  used  as  religious,  ceremonial, 
hunting  and  gathering  grounds  for  thousands  of  years.  The  area  is 
highly  important  to  the  cultural  survival  of  the  Tribes  in  Northern 
California  and  Southern  Oregon. 

I am  very  concerned  about  the  following: 

+ disproportionate  and  devastating  impacts  on  Native  American  sacred 
lands,  determined  to  be  significant  and  which  can  not  be  mitigated... 

+ cumulative  effects  of  the  300  megawatt  transmission  line  and  the  six 
power  plants  that  it  has  the  potential  to  serve... 

+ geothermal  leases  issued  through  insufficient  public  notification 
and 

process...  impacts  on  10  square  miles  for  Telephone  Flat  alone,  just 
1/2  mile  from 

Medicine  Lake,  disturbing  wildlife,  trees,  waters,  plants... 

+ water  quality  affected  by  toxic  cooling  tower  geothermal  drift, 
toxic 

fluid  spill  and  leaks,  contaminated  groundwater,  fish,  fish-eating 
wildlife  (including  bald  eagles  and  ospreys)... 

+ high  noise  levels  including  drilling,  construction  and  plant 
operations 

continuing  for  years... 

+ visual  quality  greatly  impacted  by  unsightly  power  plants,  24  hour 
lights,  steam  plumes,  750  gallon  sludge  ponds,  miles  of  36  inch 
above-ground  pipelines  and  transmission  lines... 

+ impacts  on  recreation,  hunting,  fishing,  tourist-based  economies.... 

We  invoke  the  US  Government's  Trust  Responsibility  to  the  Indian 
Peoples  of  this  land.  Executive  Order  13007  on  Indian  Sacred  Sites, 
Executive  Order  12898  on  Environmental  Dustice,  the  American  Indian 
Freedom  of  Religion  Act,  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act,  and 
National  Register  Bulletin  38  on  Traditional  Cultural  Properties, 

Geothermal  development  is  incompatible  with  existing  long-standing 
spiritual  and  cultural  uses  of  the  area  and  it's  natural  resources. 

The  government  itself  according  to  it's  own  laws  must  not  permit  this 
development . 

Sincerely, 

> Signature:  

> Tribe:  

> 

> 

> Individual  Comments 

>  

> 

> 

> (end  petition) 

> 

> Information  about  the  opposition  to  this  plan  can  be  gotten  from  Michelle 

> who  is  the  contact  person  at: 

> Native  Coalition  for  Medicine  Lake  Highlands  Defense 

> PO  Box  1143 

> MT  Shasta  CA  96067 


Print  Name:  

Address:  

City,  State,  zip: 


> fax  ? 

> phone  530  926  3397 

> 

> In  general,  the  area  is  a sacred  land  that  has  been  used  by  Ahjumawi  and 

> Atwansini  people  (Pit  River  Tribe)  and  Modoc  and  Shasta  tribes,  I know 

> Floyd  Buckskin  (Ahjumawi)  who  uses  the  area  as  a medicine  person  to 
gather  herbs  and  teaches  the  traditional  way  of  finding  spiritual 
power  and  the  seeking  of  vision.  Floyd  sent  a man  to  the  very  area 
where  the  plant  could  be  built  to  seek  power  and  also  sent  me  there  to 
learn  more  about  the  herbs  that  are  there.  The  whole  area  is  one  of 
the  major  traditional  places  in  their  religion. 

> 

> The  Company  is  Cal  Pine  - Fourmile  Hill  Geo  Thermal  Project 

> E-mail  date.schuster@calenergy.com 

> The  main  company  is: 

> Cal  Energy  Co.  Inc. 

> Telephone  Flat  Geo  Thermal  Project 

> 302  S.  36  St. 

> Suite  400 

> Omaha,  NE.  68131 

> 

> Dale  R.  Schuster 

> Project  Development  Manager 

> phone  402  341  4500 

> fax  402  231  1668 

"RE : Columbus  Returns  to  Puerto  Rico"  

Date:  Sun,  16  Aug  1998  05:43:47  -0700 

From:  Maria  Anani  Jimenez  <dolphi@WEBSPAN.NET> 

Subj : Columbus  Returns  to  Puerto  Rico  via  Russia  (fyi  - Glenn) 

Taiguey  Natiaos, 

Would  accepting  the  statue  not  be  the  same  as  the  jewish  people 
accepting  a statue  of  hitler ...  Columbus  was  responsible  for  the  Spaniards 
coming  to  our  land-The  Massacre  of  8 Million  Tainos,  not  to  mention  the 
african  slaves  they  murdered ...  and  who  knows  who  else... 

To  accept  the  statue  would  be  a direct  insult  to  our  people  and  our 
Ancestors . . . 

This  is  all  about  money  and  stature.  Reject  the  thing  and  say  no  to  the 
russians . . .Or  let  the  Sea's  Salt  Waters  do  it  in... 

Apparently  its  not  election  time...  hehe...  The  People  have  to  learn 
that  they  are  free  to  speak  their  minds...  Don't  let  the  statue  in. 

Say  NO  NO  NO  ! ! ! 

Taicaraya , 

Maria  Anani  Jimenez 


Pedro  Guanikeyu  Torres  wrote: 

Tau  Glenn; 

Thanks  for  the  article.  We  Tainos  have  been  aware 
of  this  for  some  days  now.  We  were  contact  at  our  office  in  New 
Jersey  by  many  concerned  Taino  and  Puerto  Rican  Island  people. 

They  asking  us  to  help  protest  the  Columbus  statue.  As  it  stands 
183  to  high  for  Air  plains  at  San  Juan  Airport,  maybe  one  of  the 
Airline  Dumbo  lets  will  crash  into  it  and  take  it  out.  I hate  to  have 
to  say  this  but,  as  the  Europeans  say,  "This  would  be  an  act  of  God". 

I will  pass  this  article  to  the  Taino-L  Forum  for  discussion. 


Original  Message 

From:  Glenn  Welker  <nativelit@earthlink. net> 

To:  Pedro  Guanikeyu  Torres  <ttcj@dandy.net> 

Date:  Sunday,  August  16,  1998  11:57  PM 

Subject:  Columbus  Returns  to  Puerto  Rico  via  Russia  (fyi  - Glenn) 


Tau  Pedro, 


I was  reading  the  Washington  Post  today  and  thought  you  would  be 
interested  in  this  article.  Perhaps  you  can  help  prevent  the  statue  from 
going  to  your  homeland,  lust  another  insult  as  I see  it. 

Your  friend, 

Glenn 


All  that  matters  in  Puerto  Rico  is  tourism  (sadly). 

Columbus  Statue  May  Land  in  Puerto  Rico 

By  Chris  Hawley 

Associated  Press 

Sunday,  August  16,  1998;  Page  A02 

SAN  ILIAN,  Puerto  Rico,  Aug.  14  - To  advocates,  it  could  be  Puerto 
Rico's  Statue  of  Liberty:  a gigantic  sculpture  welcoming  your  tired, 
your  sunburned,  your  cruise  ship  passengers  yearning  to  spend  freely. 

To  doubters,  it's  a hideous  hunk  of  metal  --  too  heavy  for  the  sandy 
peninsula  that  is  supposed  to  be  its  home  and  just  plain  For  better  or 
worse,  the  351-foot  bronze  statue  of  Christopher  Columbus  that  has  been 
rejected  by  at  least  five  U.S.  cities  soon  may  find  a home  in  the  Bay  of 
San  luan. 

Sculptor  Zurab  Tsereteli's  creation  shows  the  explorer  at  the  wheel  of 
a tiny  ship  with  three  billowing  sails  behind  him. 

At  twice  the  height  of  Lady  Liberty,  it  would  be  the  tallest  structure 
in  this  U.S.  territory. 

"It's  going  to  be  a real  tourist  attraction,  something  to  identify  Puerto 
Rico  by,"  said  lesus  Velez,  spokesman  of  Catano,  the  suburb  where  the 
statue  would  be  located. 

Catano  Mayor  Edwin  Rivera  claims  the  statue  is  worth  the  $20  million  it 
would  cost  to  erect  because  it  would  bring  jobs  to  ease  the  country's  10 
percent  unemployment.  He  traveled  to  Moscow  this  week  to  organize 
shipment  of  the  statue,  which  was  being  given  to  Puerto  Rico  as  a gift. 

It  was  originally  built  in  1991  to  mark  the  500th  anniversary  of 
Columbus's  1492  arrival  in  the  New  World.  But  it  has  been  rejected 
by  New  York,  Baltimore,  Miami,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Fort  Lauderdale, 

Fla.,  for  reasons  varying  from  its  cost  to  its  appearance. 

The  Federal  Aviation  Administration,  meanwhile,  is  doubtful  about  its 
proposed  location  two  miles  from  an  airport  that  has  10,000  flights  a 
month . 

In  March,  the  FAA  told  planners  the  statue  would  threaten  airplanes  on 
final  approach  because  it  was  183  feet  too  high. 

The  administration  has  yet  to  rule  on  the  new  site,  several  hundred  yards 
west,  and  on  Rivera's  plans  to  mount  lasers  on  the  structure. 

While  the  statue  is  historically  appropriate  because 
Columbus  landed  in  Puerto  Rico  in  1493,  some  residents  are  less  than 
thrilled  with  Tsereteli's  depiction  of  the  explorer. 

They  complain  the  arms  are  too  long,  the  head  too  small  and  the 
explorer's  pose  --  one  hand  raised  in  a sort  of  stiff-armed 
greeting  --  makes  him  look  ridiculous. 

This  remark  borders  on  racism: 

"Call  it  'From  Russia  With  Ugh,'  " opined  the  Baltimore 
Sun  when  the  statue  was  offered  to  that  city. 

Tsereteli's  work  long  has  inspired  such  reactions.  The  sculptor's 
400-foot-high  World  War  II  memorial  obelisk  is  called  "the  roach  on  a 
pin"  because  the  goddess  of  victory  on  top  is  too  small 
to  be  recognized. 

Tsereteli,  Russia's  best-known  sculptor,  also  made  a 310-foot  statue 
of  Peter  the  Great  that  was  unveiled  along  the  Moscow  River  for  the 


city's  850th  anniversary  celebrations  last  year.  That  statue  survived  a 
bombing  attempt  during  construction  and  also  was  roundly  criticized. 

Then  there  is  the  cost  of  erecting  the  huge  statue. 

Community  activists  already  are  unhappy  that  Rivera  is  building  a 
nine-story,  $7  million  city  hall  while  its  32,500  residents  suffer 
frequent  sewer  breaks  that  leak  raw  waste  directly  into  the  bay. 

"Those  [tourists]  will  have  to  put  clothespins  on  their  noses,"  said 
Rosa  Hilda  Ramos,  an  environmental  activist.  "There  are  better 
ways  to  spend  $20  million." 

Others  warn  that  the  proposed  site,  Esperanza  Park,  is  a 
spit  of  dumped  sand  that  might  not  hold  the  600-ton  statue. 

If  one  of  Puerto  Rico's  infrequent  earthquakes  hits,  "that  peninsula 
would  be  like  liquid,"  said  luan  Rosario  Maldonado  of  the 
environmentalist  group  Mision  Industrial. 

Velez  said  a survey  showed  the  land  was  safe,  but  he  did  not  have  a copy 
of  the  study. 

Still,  some  Catano  residents  hope  their  monument  will  energize  the 
local  economy  and  provide  an  additional  attraction  to  the  nearby 
Bacardi  rum  distillery. 

"You  just  wait.  We'll  have  people  coming  from  Russia  to  see  it,"  said 
Rafael  Rodriguez,  36,  a worker  at  Esperanza  Park. 
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Parks  system  won't  be  completed  by  deadline 

Ottawa  - Putting  the  final  pieces  into  the  giant  ecological  jigsaw  puzzle 
that  forms  the  national  parks  system  won't  happen  by  the  year  2000  as  the 
Liberals  have  promised  during  the  last  two  election  campaigns. 

Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien  has  said  since  1993  that  all  39  of  Canada's 
distinct  natural  regions  would  be  represented  by  national  parks  by  the  new 
millennium.  To  date,  24  of  these  regions  are  represented  in  the  national 
system  of  38  parks. 

Work  is  under  way  to  establish  the  last  15  parks  and  land  has  been 
reserved  in  four  of  those  areas. 

The  government  has  its  eye  on  such  spectacular  spots  as  the  Torngat 
Mountains  in  Newfoundland  with  its  fiords  and  900-metre  cliffs,  or  North 
Baffin  Island  in  the  Northwest  Territories  - home  to  35  per  cent  of  the 
world's  breeding  population  of  greater  snow  geese. 

But  these  things  take  time,  acknowledges  Tim  Sookocheff,  director  of  the 
parks  establishment  branch  of  Parks  Canada.  Negotiations  over  a park  in 
Wager  Bay,  NWT,  have  gone  on  for  18  years. 

"I  think  we  recognize  the  difficulty  in  achieving  (the  goal)  given  the 
time  remaining  and  some  of  the  realities  facing  some  of  the  blanks  in  the 
system,"  said  Sookocheff. 

Those  realities  include  negotiating  land  claims  with  aboriginal  bands  to 
the  North,  and  wrangling  over  sizable  tracts  of  land  with  the  provinces 
who  are  getting  other  attractive  offers  from  industrial  interests. 

The  process  of  establishing  a national  park  includes  several  steps. 


starting  with  the  identification  and  selection  of  an  area  that  meets  all 
the  physiographic  and  biological  criteria  for  the  region.  It  then  goes 
through  a time-consuming  feasibility  assessment  involving  public  and 
scientific  consultation , and  finally  ends  with  a negotiated  agreement  with 
a province  or  a land  settlement  with  native  leaders. 

Five  of  the  remaining  15  natural  regions  have  only  reached  the 
identification  and  selection  stage. 

That's  far  too  slow  for  environmentalists,  who  warn  that  if  the  government 
doesn't  pick  up  the  pace  it  may  never  be  able  to  complete  the  national 
parks  system. 

Kevin  Kavanagh,  senior  manager  of  conservation  science  for  World  Wildlife 
Federation  Canada,  says  the  federal  government  should  demonstrate  more 
leadership  by  taking  measures  to  speed  up  the  process. 

"We  have  a land  base  that  there  is  increasing  competition  for,  and  I 
think  that  as  the  competition  becomes  more  and  more  entrenched,  our 
opportunities  to  get  what  are  the  best  possible  and  viable  national  parks 
identified  and  in  place  and  designated  becomes  more  and  more  difficult 
with  each  passing  year,"  Kavanagh  said. 

The  drive  to  conserve  untouched  tracts  of  wilderness  has  become  a major 
international  issue,  especially  since  the  release  of  a United  Nations 
report  in  1987  which  said  at  least  12  per  cent  of  each  of  the  earth's 
ecosystems  must  be  protected  in  order  to  survive. 

Only  four  per  cent  of  the  world  and  about  six  per  cent  of  Canada  are 
currently  protected. 

The  national  parks  system  covers  two  per  cent  of  protected  land  in  Canada, 
and  is  expected  to  rise  to  three  per  cent  once  it  is  completed. 

The  rest  of  the  work  lies  in  the  hands  of  the  provinces  and  territories, 
which  have  been  slow  in  identifying  the  smaller  biological  regions  within 
their  areas  and  setting  aside  space  to  protect  them. 

ILLUSTRATION  Dim  Fly/The  Canadian  Press  A lone  kayaker  cruises  at 

Point  Pelee  park  in  southwestern  Ontario  in  this  undated  file  photo.  Point 
Pelee  is  the  most  alarming  example  of  a pattern  of  ecological  isolation 
that  is  occurring  across  Canada's  national  parks  system. 
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Announcer:  Last  week  the  province's  Chief  Negotiator  in  the  talks  with  Inco 
spoke  to  reporters  about  the  break  down  of  the  Voisey's  Bay  Negotiations. 
Now  it's  back  in  Inco's  court  again.  Company  President  Scott  Hand  is  doing 
another  round  of  interviews  with  reporters  and  editors  across  the  country 
this  week.  Nancy  Walsh  has  been  following  the  developments  and  she  joins 
me  in  the  studio  now,  hi  Nancy. 


Nancy  Walsh:  Good  Morning. 


Announcer:  Now  the  content  of  these  discussions  between  Inco  and  the 
province  were  supposed  to  be  confidential,  what's  happened? 

Nancy  Walsh:  Well  last  month  Inco  released  its  quarterly  report  and  they 
were  some  statements  in  that  that  Newfoundland  negotiators  had  problems 
with  and  last  week  Diane  Francis  of  the  Financial  Post  wrote  an  editorial 
that  was  critical  of  Newfoundland's  position.  That  led  the  province's 
Chief  Negotiator  to  do  interviews  and  although  Bill  Rowat  didn't  get  into  a 
lot  of  specifics  we  got  more  information  on  the  content  of  the  talks  than 
we  ever  did  before.  So  now  Inco  says  it  wants  to  put  into  context  some 
statements  that  believes  to  be  incorrect,  incomplete  or  misleading. 

Announcer:  Okay  what  statements  are  those? 

Nancy  Walsh:  Well  Inco  released  a paper  to  the  media  prior  to  the 
interviews  that  it's  doing  this  week  and  the  paper  states  that  Newfoundland 
is  saying  Inco  has  reneged  on  the  commitment  it  made  to  process  all  the  ore 
in  the  province,  to  build  a big  smelter  and  refinery  when  it  initially 
purchased  Voisey's  Bay.  Inco  says  that's  not  true.  It  says  that  when  it 
made  its  first  investment  in  Voisey's  Bay  in  1995  it  promised  to  process 
the  ore  in  this  province  quote  "to  the  extent  that  economically  and 
technically  feasible  to  do  so"  unquote.  Well  Inco  says  that  given  the 
changes  in  nickel  markets  and  prices  it  isn't  feasible  to  do  that  now.  And 
yes  they  had  a news  conference  and  yes  they  promised  the  smelter  ***  but 
things  have  changed.  Inco  says  there  aren't  enough  proven  reserves  to 
proceed  with  a smelter  and  refinery.  The  media  paper  says  that  the  only 
proven  reserves  are  the  32  million  tons  in  the  ovoid.  Now  other  deposits 
are  promising  but  since  underground  testing  isn't  allowed  because  of  the 
court  injunction  last  year  the  company  doesn't  really  know  what's  there. 
It's  interesting  to  note  that  this  is  not  what  Inco  said  in  its  quarterly 
report  in  Duly.  It  said  that  the  reserves  are  still  anticipated  to  150 
million  tons. 

Announcer:  Okay  what  is  Inco  saying  in  this  media  briefing? 

Nancy  Walsh:  Well  Inco  is  criticizing  another  suggestion  of  the  province. 
Inco  says  that  Newfoundland  is  asserting  that  because  the  company  paid  so 
much  for  the  rights  to  explore  at  Voisey's  Bay,  $4.3  billion,  that  all  of 
the  deposits  must  be  economic,  and  Inco  is  saying  that  that  assertion  has 
really  no  basis.  In  fact  the  briefing  says  that  the  purchase  price  is 
based  on  an  analysis  which  assumes  the  prospects  would  turn  into  reserves 
and  Inco  says  it's  still  optimistic  this  will  happen  but  they  have  a lot 
more  exploring  to  do.  Inco  also  says  that  contrary  to  the  province's  claim 
Inco  did  not  include  the  cost  of  acquiring  the  property  in  its  calculations 
on  the  cost  of  building  a smelter  and  refinery.  The  briefing  note  ***  that 
I'm  quoting  again  "The  treatment  of  the  acquisition  cost  is  well  known  to 
the  province  despite  what  has  been  stated  public  by  them"  unquote. 

Announcer:  Okay  but  Inco  says  a smelter  and  refinery  is  not  feasible  but 
the  province  says  they  are.  How  come? 

Nancy  Walsh:  Well  they  are  basically  looking  at  a different  profit  margin. 
Inco  says  it  wants  to  make  at  least,  at  least  a 15%  return  on  its 
investment.  From  the  analysts  that  I've  spoken  with  that  seems  to  be  the 
standard  in  the  mining  industry  15%  is  minimum.  Inco  said  they  could  only 
make  more  than  that  and  give  shareholders  a reasonable  rate  of  return  if  it 
builds  a mine/mill  concentrator  in  Labrador  and  that's  it.  Now 
Newfoundland's  position  is  different.  The  province  says  the  development  is 
still  feasible  meaning  Inco  could  make  a profit  by  building  the  whole 
shebang  mine,  mill,  smelter  and  refinery.  Chief  Negotiator  Bill  Rowat  says 
the  company  may  not  make  15%  return  by  doing  that  but  he  doesn't  care.  He 
says  any  profit  is  still  profit  which  would  benefit  Inco  shareholders . He 


reiterated  the  government's  position  that  we've  heard  before,  yes  the 
nickel  market  has  changed  but  why  should  everyone  walk  out  of  this  with  the 
millions  of  dollars  that  they  expected,  the  discovery  promoters,  the 
shareholder,  while  the  owners  of  the  resource  Newfoundlanders  and  the 
aboriginals  are  expected  to  take  less.  You  know,  why  shouldn't  Inco 
shareholders  take  less  away  from  this  too. 

Announcer:  So  why  won't  Newfoundland  given  in? 

Nancy  Walsh:  Well  the  biggest  gain  that  Newfoundland  stands  to  make  from 
this  whole  project  is  jobs.  You  know,  yes  there  is  a lot  for  taxes  but 
that  you  know  a lot  of  it  would  just  be  written  against  transfer  payments 
that  Newfoundland  receives  from  Ottawa,  the  same  old  argument,  lobs  are 
basically  the  most  the  important  thing  and  there  seems  to  be  some  confusion 
about  the  number  of  jobs  that  would  accrue  to  this  province  from  this 
project.  In  yesterday's  Ottawa  Citizen  an  editorial  accuses  Brian  Tobin  of 
having  all  this  fuss  over  480  jobs.  But  according  to  the  province  there 
are  a lot  more  jobs  than  that  at  stake.  When  Inco  made  its  proposal  of  a 
mine/mill,  smelter/refinery  Newfoundland  was  supposed  to  get  somewhere 
between  1300  and  2500  jobs.  Now  a mine/mill  concentrator  would  bring  about 
400  jobs.  So  according  to  the  province  there  are  a lot  more  jobs  at  stake 
than  what  the  Ottawa  Citizen  believes. 

Announcer:  Okay  it  feels  like  the  Ottawa  Citizen  is  taking  Inco's  side  in 
this.  What  are  other  people  saying  about  it? 

Nancy  Walsh:  Well  I spoke  to  a bunch  of  investors  and  researchers  with 
Investment  ***  in  the  past  couple  of  days  and  the  ***  seem  to  be  leaning 
toward  Inco.  But  that's  really  not  surprising,  these  are  stock  market 
people  with  clients  who  invest  in  Inco  and  they  want  the  greatest  return 
possible.  A couple  of  them  were  very  much  against  Brian  Tobin's  position; 
they  get  all  uptight  when  government  is  trying  to  tell  business  what  to  do. 
One  investor  in  New  York  said  they  felt,  this  is  kind  of  interesting,  he 
said  governments  really  can't  tell  companies  how  to  do  the  technical 
aspects  of  the  business  like  the  size  and  you  know  refining  and  smelting 
activities  that  kind  of  thing.  He  said  that  is  something  that  business 
knows  best  but  he  said  if  Newfoundland  wants  to  get  more  out  of  a business 
then  tax  them  more,  if  it  wants  more  benefits  then  tax  them  more.  And  in 
that  way  it  makes  a lot  of  sense  but  maybe  he  doesn't  realize  that 
Newfoundland  won't  really  get  to  keep  a lot  of  that  income  because  of  the 
reduction  in  transfers. 

Announcer:  Right  was  anyone  out  there  supporting  Tobin? 

Nancy  Walsh:  A couple  of  people  in  the  investment  community  did.  They 
understand  completely  where  the  province  is  coming  from,  how  Newfoundland 
wants  to  get  as  many  benefits  from  this  as  possible  and  they  all  say  this, 
there  should  be  a compromise.  So  that's  what  I'm  saying  well  you  know  what 
is  this  compromise  and  that's  met  with  complete  silence.  After  they  think 
about  it  they  say  well  one  answer  is  to  let  Inco  export  the  nickel  from  the 
ovoid  and  be  smelted  elsewhere,  that  will  give  the  company  some  cash  flow 
so  it  then  build  a smelter.  And  of  course  the  response  from  the  government 
is  Newfoundland  would  be  well  you  know  a little  ***  are  they  going  to  come 
back  and  do  that  and  it's  not  guaranteed  so  we  don't  want  to  do  that.  So 
it's  very  complicated. 

Announcer:  When  do  you  speak  with  Inco  President  Scott  Hand? 

Nancy  Walsh:  In  about  an  hour  and  a half  or  so.  He  going  to  be  calling  in 
from  Toronto  and  several  of  us  in  the  building  are  planning  to  ask  some 
questions.  As  well,  counterpoint  in  all  this  Bill  Rowat,  Newfoundland's 
Chief  Negotiator  says  he  will  take  some  questions  after  that  so  we  will 
keep  you  posted. 


Announcer:  Okay  thanks  Nancy. 


Nancy  Walsh:  Your  welcome. 

Announcer:  That's  CBC  Radio  Reporter  Nancy  Walsh. 


Inco  is  coming  out  swinging  against  the  Province  of  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador  and  Inco's  president  Scott  Hand  calls  it  clearing  the  air  - 
Interview  with  Scott  Hand 
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Chris  O'Neal-Yates:  Well  Inco  President  Scott  Hand  calls  it  clearing  the 
air  whatever  Inco  is  calling  it  one  things  for  sure  the  mining  giant  is 
coming  out  swinging  against  the  province  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

Inco  has  initiated  a campaign  across  the  country  to  dispel  what  it  calls 
incorrect,  incomplete  or  misleading  mistakes  by  the  province.  Along  with 
other  reports  I sat  in  on  a conference  call  with  Inco  president,  Scott 
Hand,  this  morning  up  front  this  is  what  Hand  had  to  say  about  what  the 
province  has  walked  away  from. 

Scott  Hand:  Well  here  we  are  proposing  an  economic  project.  We're 
proposing  ***  $1.1  billion.  We're  saying  that  this  project,  not  our 
numbers  but  strategic  concepts  in  St.  John's  says  this  will  offer  1,700 
direct  and  indirect  jobs.  We're  doing  a project  that  will  give  $1.7 
billion  to  government  and  we're  saying  no  go  away.  ***  the  facts  speak  for 
them  selves. 

Chris  O'Neal-Yates:  Hand  says  the  province  called  off  the  negotiations 
based  principally  on  the  fact  that  Inco  could  not  at  this  time  commit  to  a 
smelter  refinery.  Hand  indicated  that  in  order  for  a smelter  refinery  to 
happen  in  this  province  two  things  have  to  change. 

Scott  Hand:  One,  better  nickel  prices  but  two,  adequate  reserves  to 
support  a larger  operation  and  as  I've  said  before  when  anybody  ***  mining 
company  looks  to  build  a major  project  they  have  to  base  the  province  on 
reserves.  And  at  this  point  because  we  have  been  unable  to  go  underground 
to  do  underground  explorations  the  reserves  they  were  working  with  are 
basically  the  service  deposits.  The  avoidance  of  other  ones  and  our  view 
is  that  the  only  economic  project  that  can  go  forward  today  would  be  a mine 
mill  concentrator  in  Labrador. 

Chris  O'Neal-Yates:  Hand  said  the  economic  investment  that  Inco  plans  to 
make  is  $1.1  billion  in  Labrador  and  it  is  based  on  reserves  of  32  million 
tons  that  they  no  is  in  the  ovoid.  Now  in  Inco's  latest  quarterly  report 
the  company  estimates  there  are  reserves  of  150  million  tons.  That's 
including  the  underground  deposits  Hand  says  that  any  mining  company  can 
only  base  a project  on  what  they  have  today  not  on  what  they  hope  to  find 
under  ground  in  the  future.  Now  there  have  been  suggestions  throughout  the 
investment  community  that  Inco  is  ***  for  a take  over  as  well  as 
suggestions  that  Inco  might  want  to  take  on  a partner  to  develop  Voisey's 
Bay.  Interestingly  an  article  in  the  Globe  and  Mail's  report  on  business 
today  says  Inco  is  looking  for  a partner  for  its  Goro  nickel  project  in  the 
French  oversea  territory  of  New  Caledonia.  We  asked  Scott  Hand  if  the  same 
thing  was  being  done  to  develop  Voisey's. 

Scott  Hand:  All  I can  say  is  our  mines  are  always  open  but  they're  many 
people  who  have  spoken  to  us  about  Gora.  We  haven't  got  many  phone  calls 
about  Voisey's  Bay. 


Chris  O'Neal-Yates:  Hand  says  that  in  New  Caledonia  they're  getting  the  go 


ahead  with  no  preconditions  unlike  what  they're  experiencing  in  this 
province  he  says.  However,  he  reinforces  that  Inco's  got  no  plans  to  go 
away  because  Voisey's  Deposit  is  a good  one  and  part  of  their  growth  plans 
despite  what  he  calls  frustrations.  We  know  the  province  is  prepared  to 
let  the  deal  die  and  let  the  ore  stay  in  the  ground  unless  it  gets  the  deal 
it  wants.  Here  is  what  Hand  had  to  say  about  the  cost  of  waiting. 

Scott  Hand:  What  I say  is  I think  that  that  is  an  option  available  without 
a doubt.  But  I really  don't  think  it's  the  right  option  because  over  the 
past  three  years  as  we  have  been  talking  and  trying  to  get  Voisey's  Bay 
going,  three  projects  were  conceived,  financed  and  are  now  being  built  and 
are  now  shortly  coming  into  operation.  So  over  three...  since  '93,  '94, 

'95  until  today  all  we've  been  able  to  do  at  Voisey's  Bay  is  exploration  at 
that  same  time  3 projects  have  been  financed  and  built.  If  you  wait 
another  three  years  I can  assure  you  that  other  people  will  come  into  what 
ever  supply  ***  they  see  to  bring  on  that  production  and  it'll  be  as 
difficult  if  not  more  difficult  three  or  four  years  from  now  to  do  Voisey's 
Bay  then  it  is  today.  That's  why  we  say  it  makes  a lot  of  sense  to  get 
going  to  establish  yourself  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  rather  than  wait. 


Chris  O'Neal-Yates:  And  a shot  over  the  province's  bow  and  response  to  the 
question  as  to  whether  Inco  was  considering  a right  down  of  the  Voisey's 
Deposit.  Remember  they  paid  $4.3  billion  for  it. 

Scott  Hand:  We  have  to  have  it  under  continued  review  of  ***  outside 
auditors.  Is  it  being  actively  considered,  no  more  actively  considered  now 
then  it  was  before.  The  only  point  I was  making  was  that  if  it  is 
appropriate  for  us  to  take  a right  down  and  I stress  the  word  if,  we  will 
do  so,  we  will  do  what  is  required  and  what  is  proper. 

Chris  O'Neal  Yates:  Now  a right  down  would  mean  the  company  acknowledges 
it  will  not  get  the  return  it  anticipated  for  its  $4.3  billion  investment 
that  has  serious  financial  implications  as  property  becomes  devalued  at  and 
is  no  longer  such  a great  asset  and  that's  a pretty  serious  business. 
Finally  a major  weapon  in  Inco's  ***  taxes  and  the  reputation  of  Canada  as 
a friendly  place  to  do  business.  Although  the  federal  government  isn't 
getting  directly  involved  in  all  this.  Hand  says  Inco  is  keeping  them  in 
the  loop. 

Scott  Hand:  They  are  concerned  because  what  this  says  about  the  ability  to 
invest  in  Canada  is  important.  Is  important  to  them.  Of  course  if  you  look 
at  the  revenues  generated  from  the  project  that  we  have  proposed,  you're 
taking  over  the  initial  eight  year  life.  Total  revenues  some  where  in  the 
neighbor  hood  of  $1.7  billion. 

Chris  O'Neal-Yates:  That's  Scott  Hand,  the  president  of  Inco  speaking  with 
reporters  in  a media  conference  call  this  morning.  It's  part  of  a campaign 
that  Inco  has  engaged  in  order  to  counteract  some  of  what  it  calls  to  be 
misleading  and  incorrect  information  put  out  by  the  province  of 
Newfoundland  as  to  why  there  is  currently  an  impasse  in  the  Voisey's  Bay 
exploration . 

Inco  says  they'd  like  to  get  back  to  talking  about  Voisey's  Bay  with  the 
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Debbie  Cooper:  They  say  what  difference  a day  can  make.  In  the  case  of 
Newfoundland  and  Inco,  14  days  hasn't  made  any  difference  at  all.  The  two 
are  still  far  apart  on  development  of  Voisey's  Bay.  Inco  president  Scott 
Hand  wants  to  get  back  to  the  bargaining  table  but  without  preconditions. 
To  get  that  message  out,  he  came  to  our  Toronto  studio.  First  of  all,  Mr. 
Hand,  is  there  any  truth  to  the  rumor  that  Inco  is  going  to  be  shutting 


down  the  Voisey's  Bay  nickel  office  in  St.  John's? 


Scott  Hand:  There  is  no  truth  to  that  rumor.  We  have  an  office  in  St. 
John's.  We  intend  to  keep  it  there. 

Debbie  Cooper:  Mr.  Hand,  I noticed  in  "The  Globe  and  Mail"  today  that  the 
company  is  pressing  ahead  with  a nickel  project  in  New  Caledonia,  a $50 
million  plus  project.  What  impact  will  that  have  on  Voisey's  Bay  and  Inco's 
involvement  in  Voisey's. 

Scott  Hand:  First  of  all,  Debbie,  we  really  want  to  proceed  with  Voisey's 
Bay.  We  really  are  committed  to  Voisey's  Bay,  we'd  really  like  to  move 
there,  but  if  we  are  delayed  we  have  to  look  at  other  options  to  grow 
Inco's  nickel  production  and  of  course  we've  got  a great  project  in  the  New 
Caledonia  in  the  South  Pacific  called  Goo  and  we  would  have  to  work  on 
that,  which  we  are  doing. 

Debbie  Cooper:  I also  noted  that  the  chairman  of  Inco,  Michael  Sopco  was 
quoted  in  the  paper  today.  I'll  ready  for  you.  He  said,  when  we  look  at 
how  we're  being  treated  here  in  New  Caledonia  and  at  home,  is  a real 
eye-opener.  Is  the  company  saying  that  a third-world  country  like  New 
Caledonia  is  more  hospitable  than  Newfoundlanders  and  Labradorians. 

Scott  Hand:  First  of  all,  I don't  think  New  Caledonia  considers  itself 
third  world,  whatever  that  is,  but  we're  getting  a very  enthusiastic  and 
supportive  response  from  the  French  in  the  New  Caledonian  governments,  so  I 
guess  actions  speak  louder  than  words.  That  what's  happening.  And  we're 
very  enthusiastic  about  the  possibilities  there. 

Debbie  Cooper:  Was  it  a direct  reference,  though,  to  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador  and  the  situation  here  with  Voisey's  Bay. 

Scott  Hand:  To  give  you  an  example,  three  years  ago,  we  wanted  to  get 
this  project  started,  and  I'm  not  seeking  to  place  any  blame,  and  here  we 
are  today  and  we  still  haven't  got  a project.  Three  years  ago,  there  were 
three  projects  in  Australia  which  were  talked  about.  They  had  been 
designed,  financed,  built  and  they're  moving  ahead.  So  it  does  say 
something  about  the  ability  to  move  forward  with  a project  here  in  Canada. 

Debbie  Cooper:  Mr.  Hand,  a couple  of  weeks  ago  in  an  interview  on  "Here  & 
Now"  you  said  you  were  standing  firm,  you  were  not  prepared  to  build  a 
smelter  and  refinery  in  Argentia.  What's  the  status  of  that  today? 

Scott  Hand:  Let  me  stress,  we  would  very  much  like  to  build  a smelter  and 
refinery.  What  we're  saying  is  we  don't  see  how  it  can  be  economically  done 
today  so  our  proposal  is  to  begin  with  a project  which  would  be  a mine, 
mill  and  concentrator,  $1.1  billion  dollars,  1700  direct  and  indirect  jobs, 
and  to  move  with  that  project,  to  do  a major  underground  exploration 
program,  to  prove  up  those  reserves  to  move  to  the  next  stage,  which  if 
economic,  would  be  a smelter  and  refinery  in  the  province.  We  would  like  to 
do  it.  It's  the  fact  that  we  have  to  be  governed  by  the  rules  of  the  world 
marketplace.  We  can't  control  the  price  of  nickel.  We  have  to  be  governed 
by  what's  goes  on  in  the  world. 

Debbie  Cooper:  How  long  are  you  prepared  to  wait  for  the  conditions  Inco 
is  looking  for  before  Inco  walks  away  from  this? 

Scott  Hand:  I don't  like  to  speculate  on  things  like  that.  I really  want 
to  find  a way  to  bring  the  project  on.  I regret  that  we  are  where  we  are.  I 
regret  that  the  province  suspended  negotiations.  I'm  a person  that  likes  to 
solve  problems,  to  come  up  with  solutions  but  they  have  to  be  economic 
solutions,  and  that  is  what  we  all  must  work  towards. 

Debbie  Cooper:  The  province  is  insisting  that  Inco,  if  it  went  ahead  with 
a full  project,  could  make  about  10  or  11%  return  on  this  project,  and  they 


say  that  would  still  give  the  company  profits.  What's  wrong  with  that? 


Scott  Hand:  Well,  I don't  think  that's  correct.  They're  suggesting  that 
we  can  invest  $2.5  to  $2.7  Billion,  and  even  at  a $3  nickel  price,  which  is 
over  a dollar  higher  than  the  price  is  today,  we  don't  see  that  you  can  get 
a 10%  return,  indeed,  it  will  be  far  less.  It  would  not  be  an  economic 
project  . It  is  not  one  to  be  good  for  us,  and  if  it's  not  economic  it 
would  not  be  good  for  the  people  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

Debbie  Cooper:  But,  you  know,  there's  a sense  that  given  the  province 
history,  and  it  really  does  affect  the  way  people  think  here,  that  they're 
wondering  --  people  are  wondering  in  the  province  why  they  should  settle 
for  less  profits  right  now  and  let  the  company,  their  shareholders  go  after 
regular  profits.  I mean,  what  do  you  say  to  those  people? 

Scott  Hand:  Look,  I regret  where  we  are  today.  I understand  many  of  the 
projects  in  the  past,  but  I think  that  even  if  we  could,  and  we  cannot, 
even  if  we  were  to  go  ahead  with  an  uneconomic  project,  I think  that  would 
be  worse  for  Newfoundland.  So  I just  don't  see  that  as  a viable 
alternative.  We  really  would  like  to  build  a smelter-refinery,  and  I regret 
the  expectations  that  have  been  created  in  the  province,  we  have  to  live 
with  that  but  we  also  have  to  live  with  the  dictates  of  the  world 
marketplace  and  that's  the  rules  we  must  operate  under  today. 

Debbie  Cooper:  Mr.  Hand,  did  you  in  any  way  perhaps  underestimate  the 
determination  of  the  province  to  stand  its  ground?  . 

Scott  Hand:  I don't  really  look  at  it  that  way.  I look  at  it  in  a way 
that  we  are  where  we  are.  It's  unfortunate  that  we  are  where  we  are.  What 
we  need  to  do  is  to  try  and  find  the  solution  to  get  this  project  going 
because  I don't  think  delay  is  good  for  --  it's  not  only  good  for  Inco, 
it's  not  good  for  the  people  in  the  province. 

Debbie  Cooper:  Dust  a couple  of  years  ago,  you  know,  the  relationship 
seemed  to  be  so  different.  There  were  smiles  all  around  between  Inco 
officials,  the  premier.  What  word  would  you  describe  the  relationship  with 
the  premier  today? 

Scott  Hand:  Well,  I can't  speak  for  the  premier.  The  premier  surely  will 
speak  for  himself.  We  want  to  have  good  relations. 

Debbie  Cooper:  But  what  is  the  relationship  now?  What  would  you 
characterize  it  as? 

Scott  Hand:  Well,  I can  only  characterize  where  we  are,  and  that  is  at  we 
are  willing  to  continue  negotiations  to  come  up  with  an  economic  project. 

We  are  not  the  ones  that  suspended  negotiations.  One  of  the  reasons  we're 
talking  to  a lot  of  people  now  is  to  try  and  clear  the  air,  to  make  sure 
that  people  understand  the  facts  as  we  see  them  and  they  can  make  their  own 
judgment,  but  maybe  it's  a time  now  where  we  need  a cooling  off  period.  An 
maybe  we  can  get  together  at  some  later  date. 

Debbie  Cooper:  The  two  of  you,  the  province  and  Inco,  are  not  at  the  table 
right  now.  What  message  do  you  want  to  get  out  to  Brian  Tobin  through  us 
here  tonight? 

Scott  Hand:  Well,  I'm  not  suggesting  that  I need  to  get  a message  to  the 
premier.  What  I want  to  be  sure  of  is  that  anybody  who  cares  to  listen,  at 
least  listens  to  what  we've  got  to  say.  And  listens  to  us  fairly.  And  then 
make  their  own  judgment  as  to  what  they  think  is  appropriate. 

Debbie  Cooper:  You  know,  a lot  of  people  here  are  solidly  behind  the 
premier.  In  fact,  they  are  demanding  that  he  stand  his  ground.  What  room  is 
there  for  movement  on  Inco's  side? 


Scott  Hand:  All  we  can  do,  all  the  world  nickel  market  should  allow  us  to 
do,  is  to  proceed  with  an  economic  project.  If  we  can  find  a way  to  do  it, 
that  would  be  great.  My  background  is  to  try  and  find  solutions.  That's 
what  I'm  committed  to  do,  but  we  cannot  proceed  with  something  that  does 
not  make  economic  sense. 

Debbie  Cooper:  Thank  you  for  joining  us,  Mr.  Hand. 

Scott  Hand:  Thank  you. 
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"RE : Montreal  Native  Friendship  Center  Appeal"  
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From:  Diane  Gattermann  <diane@alcor. concordia. ca> 

Subj : Montreal  Native  Friendship  Center  Appeal 

UUCP  email 

Dear  Gary, 

I was  wondering  if  you  could  post  this  in  the  upcoming  issue  of 
Wotanging  Ikche. 

The  Native  Friendship  Center  of  Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada  has  need  of  art 
supplies  for  a program  in  art  therapy  that  it  hopes  to  run  this  coming 
Autumn.  These  are  not  expensive,  probably  totaling  under  $200  Canadian 
(about  $135  US),  but  the  Friendship  Center  itself  has  no  extra  available 
cash  in  its  budget. 

The  program  will  serve  members  of  the  various  Native  communities  located 
around  Greater  Montreal,  as  well  as  those  Native  People  living  in  the 
city, who  are  looking  for  healing  and  counseling  for  any  number  of 
personal  or  community  issues.  The  program  uses  techniques  of  art-making 
to  help  individuals  and  groups  express  themselves  and  come  to  a deeper 
understanding  of  the  challenges  confronting  them.  It  has  had  great 
success  in  the  past  and  in  other  places  where  healing  was  badly  needed. 

Although  the  Friendship  Center  wishes  to  go  forward  with  this  program, 
budgetary  constraints  have  prevented  us  from  allocating  monies  towards 
vital  art  supplies  -such  as  paper  and  various  drawing  implements-  which 
is  an  obvious  hurdle  which  must  be  overcome  before  we  can  proceed.  I 
am  appealing  to  the  greater  community  for  small  donations  towards  this 
effort, and  I hope  that  our  project  seems  meritorious  enough  to  warrant 
support . 

The  Native  Friendship  Center  of  Montreal  is  a community  development 
agency  whose  mission  is  to  promote,  develop  and  enhance  the  quality  of 
life  for  Montreal's  urban  aboriginal  population. 

Donations  can  be  sent  directly  to  the  Friendship  Center  at. 

Art  Supplies, 

Native  Friendship  Center  of  Montreal, 

2001  St.  Laurent  Boulevard, 

Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada 
H2X  2T3 

On  behalf  of  the  Native  Friendship  Center  of  Montreal,  and  the  Greater 
Montreal  Native  Community,  I thank  you  for  your  help  and  consideration. 
Yours  Truly, 

David  Mohan 
Cultural  Coordinator 
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Subj : traditional  tobacco/other  plants 
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NEWS  UPDATE  - TNAT  - PLEASE  POST  - The  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco 
Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program  (TNAT)  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico  is 
alive  and  well,  and  still  providing  tobacco  and  other  sacred  plants  to  all 
people  with  native  blood  who  request  them.  Currently  we  are  providing 
tobacco,  sage,  cedar,  sweetgrass  (when  we  have  it)  and  educational 
material  on  a monthly  basis  to  over  100  member  groups  and  organizations  -- 
mainly  Native  American  spiritual  groups  in  prisons  but  also  culture 
programs,  health  organizations,  youth  programs,  and  so  on. 

Although  our  focus  is  still  on  tobacco,  TNAT  also  collects  other 
traditional  medicinal  plants  that  are  suitable  for  prison  inmates  and 
other  Native  Americans  without  access  to  traditional  plants.  The  positive 
value  of  providing  tobacco,  sage,  cedar,  and  sweetgrass  to  Native 
Americans  in  prisons  has  been  demonstrated  repeatedly  across  the  U.S.  and 
Canada,  as  has  the  rehabilitative  value  of  allowing  them  to  participate  in 
Inipi  (sweatlodge)  ceremonies. 

Recently,  for  example,  a chaplain  in  one  of  the  California  prisons  told  us 
that  the  only  medicines  that  are  helping  a terminally  ill  prisoner  are  the 
tobacco  and  other  plants  that  we  send  him.  This  is  an  extreme  example,  but 
we  have  received  many  testimonials  concerning  the  spiritual  and  medical 
value  of  the  tobacco,  sage,  cedar,  and  sweetgrass  that  we  provide.  We 
therefore  want  to  take  this  process  on  step  farther,  by  making  other 
traditional  medicinal  plants  available,  that  are  especially  suited  for  the 
daily  challenges  confronting  American  Indians  in  the  white  man's  prisons. 

We  believe  that  Native  American  men  and  women  who  are  attempting  to  return 
to  the  Red  Road  may  benefit  from  traditional  medicine,  even  (and  perhaps 
especially)  when  they  are  in  prisons  and  other  situations  with 
restrictions  on  their  movement  and  behaviour.  These  traditional  medicines 
can  also  be  of  value  to  other  Native  people  and  mixed  bloods.  We  are 
therefore  making  them  available  to  anyone  with  native  blood  who  is 
attempting  to  return  to  his  or  her  traditional  roots,  or  who  otherwise 
needs  these  plants. 

We  now  have  over  115  medicinal  plants  that  are  available.  Since  the  power 
in  them  is  sacred,  we  are  not  "selling"  them,  but  instead  are  offering 
them  in  the  spirit  of  the  Indian  give-away.  All  have  been  grown  or 
collected  by  volunteer  members  of  TNAT,  none  of  whom  are  being  paid. 
Nevertheless,  there  are  certain  unavoidable  expenses  involved  in  growing, 
collecting,  drying,  and  mailing  these  plants,  such  as  postage  and  vehicle 
expenses,  so  we  are  asking  each  recipient  to  contribute  in  some  small  way 
to  our  program.  It  can  be  in  money,  stamps,  artwork,  crafts,  other  plants, 
volunteer  time,  or  anything  else  that  will  help  TNAT  stay  in  operation. 

There  are  many  ways  that  members  contribute  to  the  program;  it  is  their 
organization,  and  it  is  only  through  their  efforts  that  it  stays  in 
operation.  There  are  two  ways  to  order  plants;  due  to  the  size  of  the 
catalog,  which  includes  information  as  to  how  each  plant  is  used,  the 
groups  using  them,  pictures  of  some  of  the  plants,  and  so  on,  we  also 
require  a donation  for  it. 

1.  TNAT  MEMBERS  - TNAT  member  groups  and  individuals  receive  an 
agreed-upon  amount  of  tobacco,  sage,  cedar,  and  sweetgrass  each  month, 
along  with  one  additional  plant  packet,  and  an  information  set.  The 
catalog  is  one  of  the  information  sets.  All  we  request  in  return  is  a 
membership  contribution  of  $7.50/month,  or  the  equivalent  in  stamps,  art, 
crafts,  help,  etc. 

2.  NON-MEMBERS  - Other  people  who  are  interested  in  receiving  plants,  the 
catalog,  other  information,  tobacco  leaf,  tobacco  seeds,  etc.  can  receive 
them  by  contributing  $5.00  per  plant  packet,  seed  packet,  or  information 
set,  or  the  equivalent  in  stamps,  art,  etc.  As  with  members,  we  have  been 


able  to  make  special  arrangements  for  people  who  have  no  way  to  contribute 
money  or  arts  and  crafts,  such  as  by  braiding  sweetgrass,  sending  out 
information  packets,  and  so  on. 

If  you  are  interested  in  ordering  plants  or  becoming  a member,  please 
contact  me  at  the  following  addresses.  If  you  are  already  a 
member,  your  next  month's  information  set  will  consist  of  the  plant 
catalog.  Non-members  can  receive  it  as  explained  above. 

Thank  you  for  your  patience  in  reading  this.  Wado!  loe  Winter 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


Joseph  C.  Winter 

Director,  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco 
Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program 
University  of  New  Mexico 
1717  Lomas  Blvd  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87131  USA 

http : //www . unm . edu/~jwinter/tnat . htm 


Phone:  505-277-5853 
FAX:  505-277-6726 
email : jwinter@unm . edu 


"RE:  Pikuni/Blackfeet  Update" 


Date:  Fri,  14  Aug  1998  21:22:24  PDT 
From:  "Eagle  Calf"  <eaglecalf@hotmail . com> 
Subj : Pikuni/Blackfeet  Update 


PIKUNI/BLACKFEET  UPDATE 

Flardly  anything  is  written  about  the  Pikuni/Blackfeet,  a 
gentle  and  fierce  people  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  bravest  of  the 
Northern  Tribes  in  America.  Unlike  most  native  peoples  in  the  U.S. 
they  have  miraculously  escaped  the  gross  ecological  and  cultural 
devastation  of  the  land  and  people. 

For  example,  situated  in  the  middle  of  their  mountainous  land  is 
the  near  pristine  headwaters  of  the  powerful  Missouri  river,  which 
frightfully  gathers  toxic  pollutants  as  it  winds  its  way  through  ten 
states  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is  not  a coincidence  that  there  is 
not  a single  casino  on  Pikuni/Blackfeet  lands.  Likewise  there  is  no 
mining,  lumber  or  nuclear  industry.  It  is  a sad  fact  that 
environmental  degradation  follows  industrial  progress. 

What  we  have  in  Pikuni/Blackfeet  land  is  primarily  undegraded  and 
unspoiled  natural  setting.  In  this  day  and  age,  how  is  this 
possible?  Most  people  would  presume  that  it  is  the  climate, 
especially  the  sub  zero  winters,  which  discourages  people  and 
indus 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Aug  26  01:03:29  1998 
Date:  Tue,  25  Aug  1998  19:29:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.035 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NACF,  Paths-L,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


We  took  away  their  country ...  and  it  was  for  this... that  they  made  war. 
Could  anyone  expect  less?" 

_ General  Philip  Henry  Sheridan,  Western  Commander  1878 

Whose  voice  was  first  sounded  upon  this  land?  The  voice  of  the  Red 
People  who  had  but  bows  and  arrows...." 

What  has  been  done  in  my  country  I did  not  want,  did  not  ask  for  it, 
white  people  going  through  my  country...." 

When  the  white  man  comes  in  my  country  he  leaves  a trail  of  blood 
behind  him. ..." 

I have  two  mountains  in  that  country  --  the  Black  Hills  and  the  Big 
Horn  Mountains.  I want  the  Great  Father  to  make  no  roads  through 
them. ..." 

They  made  us  many  promises,  but  they  never  kept  but  one;  they  promised 
to  take  our  land,  and  they  took  it." 

_ Chief  Mahpiualuta  (Red  Cloud),  Oglala 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I am  a mixed-blood.  I have  never  presented  myself  as  anything  more  or 
less  than  that.  Except  for  a few  thoughts  shared  in  these  editorials 
the  words,  thoughts  and  ideas  presented  in  this  newsletter  are  those  of 
others  who  have  been  kind  enough  to  grant  me  permission  to  share  them  with 
you . 

I don't  always  agree  with  the  content  of  the  articles.  In  fact,  I include 
articles  with  which  I do  not  agree  with  very  much,  if  any.  Often,  the  same 
issue  will  carry  articles  with  opposing  views.  I leave  it  to  the  readers  to 
find  the  truth  and  decide  for  themselves  what  messages  to  carry  in  their 
hearts  and  minds. 

None  of  the  foregoing  makes  me  special,  either  good  or  bad.  It  is,  I 
believe,  important  that  you  understand  all  the  above  before  reading  what 
I now  wish  to  say. 

All  too  often  I have  seen  people  present  themselves  as  something  they 
are  not.  This  is  true  in  person-to-person  exchanges.  It  is  even  more 
true  and  pernicious  on  the  internet.  Be  very  wary  of  what  you  believe. 

In  closing  I wish  to  share  a story  with  you.  It  is  one  I have  been 
asked  to  share  at  festivals  and  other  events. 

The  Little  Girl  and  the  Snake 

An  early  spring  snowfall  had  covered  the  mountains  of  what  is  now 
western  Carolina,  and  a Tsalagi  young  girl  was  hurrying  home  through  the 
drifts  and  the  bitterly  cold  wind  when  she  heard  a voice  call  her. 

"Please  help  me,  I'm  freezing",  the  voice  pleaded.  Looking  about 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


she  finally  saw  it  came  from  a snake.  "Please  gather  me  up  and 
warm  me,  or  I will  surely  die",  he  begged.  "My  family  needs  me, 
and  unlike  you  I have  no  way  to  ward  off  this  cold  that  is  even 
now  killing  me." 

The  young  girl  replied,  "You  are  a snake,  a copper  head,  if  I 
pick  you  up,  you  will  bite  me  and  I will  die." 

The  snake  reasoned,  "If  you  save  my  life,  how  could  I even  consider 
such  a vile  deed?  I would  be  forever  in  your  debt." 

This  made  sense,  and  the  little  girl  felt  sorry  for  the  snake.  She 
loved  all  of  Creator's  gifts  and  realized  each  has  a purpose.  She  gathered 
the  snake  up  and  tucked  him  beneath  her  frock,  against  her  body. 

She  again  hurried  on  her  way,  and  the  snake  shuddered  a sigh  of  relief. 

After  a bit  her  body  heat  had  restored  the  snake,  and  she  felt  him 
stir  against  her.  Thinking  he  was  merely  shifting  position  she  thought 
nothing  of  it,  when  suddenly  he  struck  her  and  injected  the  deadly 
venom  into  her. 

"How  could  you  do  such  a thing?"  she  cried  in  agony.  "I  saved  your 
life!  You  said  you  would  be  forever  grateful.  Now  I will  perish." 

Looking  back,  as  he  was  slithering  away,  the  snake  replied,  "You 
knew  what  I was  when  you  picked  me  up." 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 
Date:  Tue,  25  Aug  1998  10:30:19  -0600 
From:  Keith  lames  <kjames@lamar.colostate.edu> 

Sub j : Dine  Library  Fire 

There  was  a fire  at  the  Shiprock  campus  of  the  college  on  the  Navajo 
reservation  on  August  12,  1998.  Approximately  25%  of  the  building  went 
up  in  flames. 

The  college  library  received  damage  from  water.  Water  seeped  through 
the  north  wall  - and  soaked  the  journals  in  the  alphabetical  section 
from  E through  3.  EDUCATION  DIGEST,  ENGLISH  DOURNAL , ENVIRONMENT, 
ETHNOHISTORY,  etc. 

If  you  should  have  knowledge  of  persons  who  might  want  to  donate  some 
college  level  journals,  we  would  be  willing  to  receive  them. 

Thank  you. 

Ms.  Eleanor  Kuhl 

Library  Director 

Shiprock  Campus  - DINE'  COLLEGE 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Keith  Dames,  Ph.D. 

Department  of  Psychology 

Colorado  State  University 

Ft.  Collins,  CO  80523 

(970)  491-6821 

(970)  491-6625  (FAX) 

kjames@lamar. colost ate . edu 

http: //lama r. colost ate . edu/~starwalk 
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The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 
Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 


own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

My  good  friend,  Pat  Talley,  sent  me  a newspaper  advertisement  clipping 
that  may  be  of  merit  to  those  wishing  to  learn  Michif,  Cree,  Dakota, 
Oji-Cree,  Saulteaux,  Dene  or  Ojibwe.  Each  is  offered  on  a Interactive 
CD-ROM  in  16  Units  with  or  without  their  original  K.I.M  kit. 
price  is  $129.95  Canadian.  $89.95  US 

Manitoba  Association  for  Native  Languages,  Inc. 

211-181  Higgins  Avenue 
Winnipeg  Manitoba  R3B  3G1 
Telephone  204  989  6392/Fax  204  989  6396 
email:  mani@mb. sympatico.ca 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featu 

- Mi'gmaq  Blockade  Ends  in  Victory 

- Another  Res-school  Horror  Story 

- Native  Land  Treaty 
Sparks  Controversy 

- Dineh  Update  from  Arizona 

- Navajo  Marina  & Aboriginal  Tourism 

- A Little  History  of  the 
Big  Mountain  Issue 

- Chiapas  School  Volunteers  Successfi 

- Lack  of  Will  to  Resolve  Conflict 


in  this  issue  

- UAINE  Update 

- IBLA  Moves  in  Favor  of 
Western  Shoshone 

- National  Park  Proposals  in  Labrador 

- Being  Indian 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Night  Owl 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


— "RE:  Mi'gmaq  Blockade  Ends  in  Victory"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Aug  1998  12:09:38  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Mi'gmaq  Blockade  Ends  in  Victory 

1.  "It's  a Beginning"  - Micmac  barricades  down  (Mohawk  Nation  News) 

2.  Micmac  Victory:  Protest  Ends  (Montreal  Gazette) 

3.  Migm'aq  Barricades  Down  (CP) 

Forwarded  message: 

Date:  Tue,  18  Aug  1998  14:34:02  -0400 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : MICMACS  TAKE  DOWN  BARRICADES 

MICMAC  PEOPLE  TAKE  DOWN  BARRICADES:  "IT'S  A BEGINNING"  IN  GETTING  FAIR 
SHARE  OF  THEIR  NATURAL  RESOURCES  (MNN  EDITORIAL) 

MNN.  Mohawk  Nation  News.  18  August  1998.  The  barricades  came  down  August 
17th  after  Quebec  and  non-aboriginal  logging  firms  agreed  that  Micmac 
loggers  will  have  cutting  rights  to  30,000  cubic  metres  of  timber  plus  110 


jobs.  "It's  a start"  and  more  than  was  initially  offered.  This  now  takes 
precedence  over  the  agreement  between  Quebec  and  band  councillor  Ronnie 
Jacques  of  Listiguj  that  was  passed  without  the  support  of  the  people. 

MEDIA  COMPLICITY.  As  the  Micmac  logging  issue  heated  up  over  the  past 
three  weeks  and  Quebec  issued  many  ultimatums  demanding  that  Indigenous 
people  take  down  their  logging  road  blockade,  the  media  inflamed  the 
situation.  The  1990  Oka  crisis  on  two  Mohawk  Territories  was  often 
mentioned.  When  the  Oka  barricades  came  down,  nothing  was  resolved 
afterwards?  So  there  was  little  incentive  to  take  down  the  Micmac 
barricade? 

The  media  exploited  the  emotional  attachment  of  each  side,  Quebec  and  the 
Micmac  Nation,  sidetracking  them  from  focusing  on  the  real  issue,  which  was 
negotiating  an  economic  and  political  agreement  to  share  the  resources  that 
is  on  unceded  Micmac  traditional  land.  The  media,  supported  by  Quebec's 
army  of  public  relations  advisers,  lawyers,  city-dwelling  native 
consultants  and  the  band  council,  served  to  minimize,  discredit  and  insult 
Indian  demands.  Their  strategy  focused  on  one  person  they  referred  to  as  a 
"dissident"  leader,  disregarding  an  entire  community  that  stood  behind  him. 
Indigenous  people  don't  have  leaders  who  make  decisions  for  them.  They 
select  spokespeople  who  must  go  back  to  the  people  who  make  the  decision. 
The  media  focused  on  Ronnie  lacques  as  the  duly  elected  leader,  while 
ignoring  the  fact  that  the  band  council  system  does  not  actually  represent 
the  Micmac,  but  rather  represents  the  Canadian  state,  lacques  didn't  even 
include  his  council  when  making  this  so  called  agreement,  let  alone  the 
rest  of  the  community.  Of  course  the  agreement  was  a fraud,  and  so  it  had 
to  be  backed  with  the  lethal  power  of  the  state  - guns  and  threats  of  death 
of  those  who  resisted. 

IN1USTICE  EXPOSED.  The  Micmac  are  guilty  of  exposing  the  injustice  of  the 
imposed  colonial  band  council  system  and  their  masters,  the  state.  With 
what's  going  on,  how  much  more  exposed  can  they  be?  Ronald  lacques,  and 
his  three  sons  make  up  four  of  the  band  council  members  that  Quebec  chooses 
to  deal  with  and  ignores  the  other  four  who  support  the  traditional  Micmacs 
on  the  logging  issue.  How  often  does  the  government  and  the  public  have  to 
be  told  that  the  band  council  represents  Quebec  and  Canada,  that  it's  a 
dictatorship.  This  method  of  getting  the  government's  nominees  to  sign 
agreements  is  a replica  of  the  past  fraudulent  treaty  signing.  History  is 
filled  with  these  tactics:  colonialism,  apartheid  of  putting  Indians  on 
small  unviable  pieces  of  land,  slavery  of  turning  them  into  cheap  labour  on 
their  own  land  to  cut  down  their  own  resources  for  the  multi  national 
corporations,  ethnic  cleansing  of  those  who  won't  go  along  with  these 
schemes,  germ  warfare  of  the  past,  chemical  weapons  of  dumping  poisons  into 
the  river  systems  - the  colonialists  invented  it  all.  They  have  plundered 
the  Micmac  Nation's  possessions,  snuffed  out  their  civilization, 
exterminated  most  of  them.  Quebec  and  Canada  stand  on  the  world's  stage 
naked  and  crass,  because  they  have  more  money,  more  resources  and  bigger 
guns  than  the  Micmac  Nation.  They  know  they  can  wipe  them  off  the  face  of 
the  earth  in  a few  minutes.  The  Micmac  have  less  money,  less  food  and 
little  means  to  defend  themselves.  Quebec's  blatant  corruption  is 
phenomenal . 

The  band  council  and  Quebec/Canada  are  all  part  of  the  same  political 
process  of  an  artificial  nation  in  search  of  its  own  identity.  The 
threatened  attack  on  the  Micmac  Nation  using  Aboriginal  police  forces  from 
other  territories  shows  how  morally  bankrupt  the  Quebec  leaders  and  their 
band  council  system  are.  Is  this  the  identity  that  Quebec  is  trying  to 
build?  Canada  and  Quebec's  ruling  class  attacking  a small  group  of  people 
as  the  final  act  of  betrayal  by  a ruling  class  that  has  failed  its  own 
people ! 

The  original  inhabitants  of  this  land  were  not  Quebecois  nor  Canadians. 
There  were  human  beings  on  this  part  of  the  earth  before  them.  Canada's 
Indigenous  people  have  a greater  claim  to  this  land  than  anybody  else,  and 
how  are  they  treated  by  the  state  and  its  agents?  They  are  oppressed, 
cheated,  robbed  of  their  lands,  shunted  aside  like  surplus  goods  and 
threatened  with  death  by  the  Native  Police  Forces  of  the  colonialists. 


similar  to  those  that  were  set  up  to  hunt  down  and  kill  Crazy  Horse  and 
Geronimo . 

Shouldn't  Quebec  and  Canada  be  restoring  the  dignity  that  was  once  the 
Micmacs.  Perhaps  the  government  could  make  a public  undertaking  that  more 
development  like  cutting  down  thousands  of  square  miles  of  trees  not  be 
done,  that  the  needs  of  the  indigenous  titleholders  of  the  unceded  land  and 
resources,  the  Micmac  Nation,  will  not  be  pushed  aside. 

But,  of  course,  this  would  be  inconceivable,  wouldn't  it?  Why?  Because 
it's  impractical.  The  Indigenous  people  are  in  the  way  and  don't  really 
matter  anyway.  Their  histories,  their  customs,  their  rights  are 
dispensable.  They  must  be  taught  to  sacrifice  these  things  for  the  greater 
good  of  the  newcomer  nations  who  snatched  everything  they  ever  had  from 
them. 

UNITED  NATIONS  STUDIES.  Two  current  UN  studies  by  Daes  and  Martinez 
support  the  Micmac  position  - that  their  treaties  are  international  in 
scope  and  that  they  never  relinquished  their  nationhood  and  their  lands. 

The  delegates  to  a UN  conference  in  New  York  City  on  August  6th  unanimously 
urged  the  UN  to  tell  Canada  and  Quebec  to  back  off,  to  negotiate  and  to 
avoid  bloodshed. 

THIRD  PARTY  MEDIATION  NEEDED.  Because  the  media  continues  to  take  the 
focus  off  the  issues  and  fuels  the  emotions  which  makes  it  almost 
impossible  to  negotiate,  an  impartial  third  party  is  needed  to  mediate  this 
dispute.  Quebec  Minister  in  charge  of  Indian  Affairs  Guy  Chevrette's  job, 
career  and  political  status  is  on  the  line.  Quebec's  separatist  goal  and 
concern  over  the  forthcoming  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  decision  on  this  makes 
them  vulnerable.  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  said  that  he  will  not  pay  any 
attention  to  the  decision.  So  why  can't  the  Micmac  say  the  same  thing 
about  not  following  a fraudulent  agreement?  Why  can't  the  Minister  have  a 
dialogue  with  the  people  at  the  barricades  on  a political  issue?  Is  it 
because  Quebec  wants  to  keep  treating  Indian  people  like  children? 

In  a statement  to  the  Gazette,  August  18th,  Gary  Metallic  of  the 
traditional  Mi'gmaq  Grand  Council  reminded  Quebec  that  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  affirmed  the  legitimacy  of  their  government.  He  summarized  the 
issue,  "Why  do  only  the  big  companies  and  multinationals  have  exclusive  and 
long-term  access  to  the  forest?  The  promiscuous  relationship  among  big 
companies  and  political  parties  is  keeping  whites  and  Indians  and  their 
small  companies  away  from  the  resources".  He  continued,  "A  nation  can't 
accept  being  beggars  on  its  own  territory".  He  tried  to  bring  this  problem 
to  the  government's  attention  and  only  after  blocking  the  road  did  they 
acknowledge  the  issue. 

The  Micmac  cannot  accept  the  injustice  anymore.  The  traditional  Micmac 
government  signed  the  treaties  because  it  has  the  jurisdiction.  "This  is 
about  constitutionally  protected  legal  rights  and  about  employment  and 
dignity".  He  cited  the  findings  in  the  Delgamuukw  case  that  government  has 
a duty  to  negotiate  in  good  faith  on  aboriginal  title.  Supporters  and 
people  who  want  justice  and  peace  are  asked  to  remain  vigilant. 
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DISSIDENTS  CLAIM  VICTORY  IN  BITTER  DISPUTE  OVER  LOGGING  RIGHTS 
Montreal  Gazette,  August  18,  1998,  by  Alexander  Norris,  Paul  Cherry 
Claiming  victory  in  a hard-fought  battle,  Micmac  protesters  last  night 
dismantled  barricades  they  had  thrown  up  across  Highway  132  almost  two 


weeks  ago  to  demand  expanded  aboriginal  logging  rights.  A cheer  broke  out 
and  children  scurried  to  one  of  the  barricades  to  begin  tearing  it  down 
after  an  emotional  meeting  of  demonstrators  endorsed  a call  by  their 
leaders  to  end  their  protest. 

The  breakthrough  eases  fears  of  an  armed  conflict  and  should  allow  sawmill 
workers  from  neighbouring  Pointe-a-la-Croix,  who  have  been  off  the  job 
since  Duly  23,  to  return  to  work. 

It  came  after  protest  leaders  endorsed  a deal  they  said  they  reached  late 
yesterday  with  their  political  rivals  on  Listuguj  chief  Ronald  Dacques's 
elected  band  council  and  the  province. 

Before  the  barricades  fell,  protest  leader  Gary  Metallic  told  supporters 
gathered  near  one  of  the  roadblocks  the  deal  will  boost  cutting  rights  for 
private  Micmac  logging  firms,  including  his  own,  by  about  5,000  cubic 
metres  a year. 

As  well,  said  Allison  Metallic,  an  opposition  band  councillor  and  cousin 
of  Gary  Metallic  who  was  closely  allied  with  the  protesters,  the  province 
and  a local  mill  owner  have  agreed  not  to  press  charges  against  those 
manning  the  barricades  at  the  Gaspe-region  reserve. 

Shirley  Bishop,  spokesman  for  Native  Affairs  Minister  Guy  Chevrette, 
stressed  last  night  that  the  province  did  not  sweeten  the  deal  that  it 
reached  with  the  band  council  last  Thursday.  What  changed,  she  said,  was 
that  the  Dacques  administration  and  its  political  rivals  on  the  barricades 
agreed  among  themselves  late  yesterday  on  how  to  divide  up  the  spoils  of 
that  deal. 

In  all,  Gary  Metallic  said,  the  province  and  non-aboriginal  logging  firms 
have  agreed  that  Micmac  loggers  should  have  annual  cutting  rights  to  a 
total  of  roughly  30,000  cubic  metres  of  timber.  Half  of  that  would  be 
allocated  to  Dacques's  band  council  and  half  to  private  Micmac  logging 
firms,  including  the  one  he  co-owns  - some  of  it  granted  directly  by  the 
provincial  government  and  some  subcontracted  by  non-aboriginal  firms  that 
already  have  acquired  the  cutting  rights,  he  said. 

Metallic  acknowledged  the  30,000-cubic-metre  total  is  a far  cry  from  the 
160,000  he  originally  demanded.  But  the  deal  represents  a good  start. 
Metallic  told  his  supporters,  and  if  Quebec,  Dacques's  band  council  or 
non-aboriginal  logging  firms  don't  keep  their  end  of  the  deal,  "we  can 
always  start  Round  2"  and  throw  up  new  highway  barricades,  he  said  to 
laughter  from  the  crowd. 

Onlookers,  weary  after  weeks  of  tension,  expressed  delight  at  the 
development.  "This  finished  the  way  it  was  supposed  to  finish,"  said  Herman 
Niquay,  an  Attikamek  man  from  the  village  of  Manouane  who  had  been  manning 
the  barricades  for  a week.  "No  one  wanted  any  violence." 

Micmacs  from  the  politically  divided  community  who  didn't  support  the 
barricades  agreed.  "It  was  tense,  people  were  losing  business  and  everybody 
was  anxious  to  know  when  it  was  going  to  end,"  said  Darlene  O'Connell,  a 
non-aboriginal  resident  of  the  reserve,  as  her  Micmac  boyfriend,  Talbert 
Morrison,  nodded  in  agreement. 

"Now  it's  ended  peacefully  and  I think  that's  what  everyone  wanted." 

Earlier,  Metallic  had  acknowledged  many  protesters  manning  the  barricades 
- especially  the  dozen  or  so  he  said  had  come  from  far-away  reserves  to 
lend  a hand  - were  getting  tired  and  reserve  residents  were  becoming  eager 
to  get  back  to  work.  "They're  saying,  'It  would  be  nice  to  have  it  over 
with  - why  don't  you  give  it  a shot,'"  he  told  The  Gazette  in  an  interview. 

Even  among  barricade  activists,  support  for  the  protest  had  been  waning. 

At  a meeting  of  about  100  barricade  supporters  Sunday  night,  about  a 
quarter  of  those  present  advocated  taking  them  down,  saying  they  were 
worried  about  the  prospect  of  violence,  said  Niquay,  who  describes  himself 
as  a warrior.  Such  views  had  been  rarely  heard  among  barricade  supporters 
at  the  outset  of  the  demonstration,  he  said. 

Before  the  breakthrough,  however,  there  had  been  growing  evidence  that 
hard-liners  on  the  barricades  were  prepared  to  meet  force  with  force  if 
police  tried  to  enforce  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard's  deadline  yesterday  and 
dismantle  them  before  organizers  could  do  so. 

A Gazette  reporter  allowed  into  the  no-man ' s-land  between  police  and  the 


eastern  Micmac  barricade  on  Highway  132  at  midday  was  led  into  a 1.5-metre 
pit,  several  metres  south  of  the  road,  that  was  reinforced  with  wooden 
beams.  In  the  bottom  of  the  pit  were  17  crude  molotov  cocktails  - in 
quart-sized  beer  bottles  apparently  filled  with  gasoline  and  sealed  with 
duct  tape  that  had  makeshift  wicks  inserted  into  them. 

What's  more,  a former  member  of  the  reserve's  previous  band-council 
administration  who  is  close  to  the  protesters  said  Micmac  Warrior  Society 
members  had  placed  at  least  six  propane  tanks  on  the  highway  farther  east 
of  that  barricades  - and  closer  to  police  lines.  The  Warriors  were  prepared 
to  shoot  at  them  to  blow  them  up  if  police  move  in,  said  the  man,  who  spoke 
on  condition  his  name  not  be  printed. 

As  small  bulldozers,  known  to  loggers  as  skidders,  flattened  the  barricade 
at  the  west  end  of  the  reserve  following  the  demolition  of  the  eastern  one, 
a group  of  elderly  Micmac  women  looked  on.  "I  hope  they  got  what  they 
wanted  - they  sure  had  to  work  hard  for  it,"  Michelle  Root  said. 

The  only  hitch  in  the  demolition  came  when  one  of  the  bulldozers  ran  out 
of  gas. 

A Micmac  Warrior  Society  member  emerged  from  bushes  at  the  roadside  to 
whisk  away  a propane  tank  that  police  feared  had  been  booby-trapped  to 
explode  if  they  moved  in.  The  warrior,  who  declined  to  give  his  name, 
insisted  the  tanks  had  been  empty  all  along. 

Despite  the  dismantling  of  the  barricades,  Troy  Jerome,  a spokesman  for 
the  demonstrators,  said  earlier  he  plans  to  seek  an  injunction  to  overturn 
a band-council  vote  yesterday  that  ratified  the  logging-rights  deal  with 
Chevrette  and  the  council.  As  a sawmill  owner  who  stands  to  benefit  from 
the  deal,  Jacques  should  have  excused  himself  from  the  vote,  Jerome 
maintained.  He  cited  a court  ruling  from  British  Columbia,  which  he  said 
backs  up  that  principle  in  a dispute  over  a vote  at  another  band  council. 

Yesterday's  vote  saw  opposition  band  councilors  call  for  a reserve 
referendum  on  the  deal  defeated  in  an  8-4  vote.  (Gary  Metallic  had  promised 
to  dismantle  the  barricades  if  Jacques  agreed  to  such  a referendum.)  A 
separate  council  resolution  ratifying  the  deal  was  passed  by  the  same 
margin . 

Earlier  yesterday,  the  arrival  of  uniformed  Mohawk  police  from  Kanesatake, 
near  Oka,  stirred  concern  among  blockade  activists  yesterday  that  they 
might  be  lending  a hand  to  the  local  Micmac  force  to  dismantle  the 
barricades.  However,  in  a telephone  interview  from  Kanesatake,  Barry 
Commando,  chief  of  the  Kanesatake  Mohawk  Police,  said  that  wasn't  so. 

Meanwhile,  the  Quebec  government  had  acknowledged  coming  under  intense 
political  pressure  to  take  swift  police  action  to  bring  the  barricades 
down.  But  local  Parti  Quebecois  MNA  Marcel  Landry  said  those  calling  for  a 
police  raid  - people  like  Action  Democratique  leader  Mario  Dumont  or  a 
handful  of  radio  open-line  hosts  - generally  lived  far  away  from  the 
reserve  and  neighbouring  town  of  Pointe-a-la-Croix,  and  wouldn't  have  to 
live  with  the  soured  relations  that  would  be  the  aftermath  of  such  a raid 
years  down  the  road.  "I  often  ask  those  people  who  say  they  want  a quick, 
tough  solution,  if  a stray  bullet  hit  someone  who  was  completely  not 
involved  in  this,  would  you  find  that  acceptable?" 

Last  night,  as  Listuguj  firefighters  hosed  the  dirt  and  dust  that  remained 
of  the  blockades  on  Highway  132,  Pointe-a-la-Croix  Mayor  Jacques  Young  said 
he  was  "very  happy  to  see  them  come  down." 

"This  situation  tested  the  patience  of  our  community,  but  it  ended  through 
negotiation  and  peacefully." 


LOGGING  CRISIS  ENDS,  PEACE  REIGNS  AT  LISTUGUJ 
August  18,  1998,  Canadian  Press,  by  Chris  Morris 

POINTE-A-LA-CROIX,  Que.  (CP)  - The  native  logging  crisis  in  the  Gaspe  is 
over . 

Mi'kmaq  loggers  won  additional  cutting  rights  in  a deal  finalized  Monday 
night,  made  peace  among  the  divided  factions  on  the  Listuguj  reserve  and 
removed  barricades  that  had  blocked  a main  highway  and  shut  down  a sawmill. 

"We  lived  through  it,"  one  Mi'kmaq  police  officer  was  overheard  saying  as 
he  embraced  protester  Wendell  Metallic  following  announcement  of  the 


agreement . 

Everyone  on  the  reserve  of  2,800  near  the  Quebec-New  Brunswick  border  was 
relieved  that  the  tense  dispute  over  aboriginal  access  to  timber  on  Crown 
land  was  settled  without  violence  and  bloodshed. 

At  some  point  during  the  evening,  members  of  the  Mi'kmaq  warrior  society 
who  had  guarded  the  barricades  and  said  they  were  ready  to  die  defending 
the  native  loggers,  quietly  disappeared  into  the  night. 

Bulldozers  moved  in  and  plowed  away  the  towering  piles  of  earth,  brush  and 
logs  that  had  barricaded  Highway  132  at  two  locations  for  three  weeks. 

"It  was  worth  it,"  said  protester  John  Dedam  as  he  helped  clear  away  one 
of  the  blockades.  "It's  been  a long  battle  and  a lot  of  people  didn't  like 
it.  But  it  paid  off." 

It  doesn't  appear  to  have  paid  off  in  a big  way  for  the  protesters,  who 
took  on  the  reserve  establishment,  the  elected  band  council  and  Premier 
Lucien  Bouchard  in  a bid  to  squeeze  more  timber  out  of  the  Quebec 
government.  The  final  deal  approved  on  Monday  night  gives  the  native 
loggers  an  additional  5,000  cubic  metres  of  Crown  timber  on  top  10,000 
previously  promised  them  by  the  province.  A mere  15,000  cubic  metres  is  a 
far  cry  from  the  150,000  cubic  metres  protesters  discussed  early  in  the 
dispute  over  cutting  rights  on  Crown  land. 

"The  fight  is  not  over,"  said  Allison  Metallic,  a protest  leader  and 
dissident  member  of  the  band  council.  "We  still  want  our  fair  share  of  the 
allocation  and  it  will  be  up  to  the  forest  industries  to  open  their  doors 
wider.  As  a sign  of  good  faith,  well  accept  this  offer  as  a short  term 
solution . " 

Mi'kmaq  spokesman  Troy  Jerome  said  the  additional  timber  for  natives  was 
offered  by  non-native  forestry  companies  operating  in  the  region.  He  said 
it  seems  the  big  companies  might  finally  be  willing  to  consider  accepting 
native  participation  in  the  industry.  "They've  never  hired  a native  logger 
before,"  he  said.  "There's  no  tension  between  our  communities.  It's  not 
about  that.  I think  they're  just  trying  to  hire  their  own  people  first. 

There  aren't  enough  jobs  for  their  own  people." 

The  late-night  settlement  came  after  a difficult  day  of  closed  meetings 
and  sometimes  unfriendly  encounters  between  Mikmaqs  on  opposing  sides  of 
the  issue.  The  reserve  seemed  split  between  those  who  supported  Chief 
Ronald  Jacques  decision  to  accept  an  offer  from  the  Quebec  government  worth 
$1.5  million  and  110  seasonal  jobs  and  the  protesters  who  wanted  to  hold 
out  for  more.  Even  as  Jerome  talked  to  reporters  on  Monday  night  about  the 
new  deal,  a native  opposed  to  the  protest  roared  up  behind  him  on  a noisy 
all-terrain  vehicle,  swore  at  him  and  said  he  was  going  to  tear  down  the 
barricades.  Encounters  like  that  were  not  uncommon. 

But  Wendell  Metallic  insisted  after  it  was  all  over,  the  community  was 
together  once  again.  "The  community  is  united,"  he  said.  "This  is  what  we 
wanted,  to  unite  everyone.  This  cause  was  for  the  people." 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Sub j : Another  res-school  horror  story  in  UC  lawsuit. 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty- : - 
WOMAN  TELLS  OF  ABUSE  AT  RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL 
Nanaimo  Daily  News  , Canadian  Press,  August  19,  1998 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 


contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

NANAIMO,  B.C.  (CP)  - A woman  taken  to  a Vancouver  Island  native 
residential  school  when  she  was  six  years  old  described  12  years  of 
degradation,  abuse  and  rape  on  Tuesday.  Martha  loseph  and  her  four-year-old 
sister  were  taken  from  Kispiox,  on  British  Columbias  north  coast  to  the 
Alberni  Indian  residential  school  in  the  1950s. 

She  is  now  one  of  more  than  two  dozen  men  and  women  suing  the  United 
Church  of  Canada  and  the  federal  government  for  physical  and  sexual  abuse 
they  suffered  at  the  school. 

Earlier  this  year,  Justice  Donald  Brenner  ruled  in  B.C.  Supreme  Court 
that  the  church  and  government  were  liable  for  the  actions  of  Arthur  Henry 
Plint,  who  committed  many  of  the  assaults  at  the  school.  Plint  is  now 
serving  a prison  term  for  the  assaults. 

The  current  phase  of  the  suit  will  determine  direct  liability,  then  the 
final  phase  will  decide  costs. 

loseph  testified  Tuesday  that  she  left  Kispiox  speaking  only  the  Gitxan 
language  but  when  she  returned  six  years  later,  she  felt  like  a stranger  to 
her  own  parents.  "I  didn't  know  them  and  I didn't  care,"  she  said.  "All  the 
feeling  I had  for  my  mum  was  taken  away." 

loseph  said  school  staff  frequently  referred  to  her  as  a dirty  little 
Indian.  When  she  was  caught  stealing  a wiener  for  her  younger  sister,  the 
female  cook  shoved  the  wiener  in 
stove,  she  said. 

School  principal  A.  E.  Caldwell  had  her  to  clean  his  apartment  at  the 
residential  school,  she  said.  He  caught  her  stealing  a cigarette  in  the 
apartment  and  threatened  to  send  her  to  reform  school  unless  she  did  as  he 
asked,  loseph  said.  He  then  fondled  her  and  forced  her  to  masturbate  him, 
she  said.  When  she  told  the  school  matron  what  happened,  she  was  spanked 
and  forced  to  clean  a set  of  cement  stairs  with  a toothbrush,  she  said. 

On  a subsequent  visit  to  Caldwells  apartment  he  raped  her  so  violently 
she  had  to  stay  in  the  school  infirmary  for  several  weeks,  loseph  said. 
After  she  recovered,  the  rapes  continued,  but  she  said  nothing  about  what 
was  happening  to  her,  she  said.  "I  didn't  want  to  be  called  a dirty  lying 
Indian  again,"  loseph  said. 

Her  sister,  on  her  deathbed,  also  said  she  was  raped  repeatedly  by 
Caldwell,  loseph  said. 
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Native  Land  Treaty  In  British  Columbia  Sparks  Controversy 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
from  the  Militant,  vol. 62/no. 30  August  24,  1998 

BY  PAUL  KOURI 

VANCOUVER,  British  Columbia  - A new  treaty  negotiated  by  the  governments 
of  Canada,  British  Columbia,  and  the  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council  has  become  a 
flash  point  for  opposition  to  Native  rights,  with  a range  of  politicians 
claiming  it  will  grant  "special  privileges"  to  Native  Indians. 


B.C.  Liberal  leader  Gordon  Campbell  said  he  opposes  the  deal  because  it 
is  "entrenches  inequality. ...  I think  when  you  set  up  a racially  based 
government , that  is  a recipe  for  significant  long-term  problems."  Campbell 
is  also  calling  for  a referendum  in  which  everyone  in  the  province  would 
vote  on  the  treaty.  Signed  on  August  4 at  an  official  ceremony  in  Nisga'a 
territory,  the  treaty  will  be  voted  on  by  the  Nisga'a  population  as  well 
as  by  the  parliaments  of  Canada  and  British  Columbia  over  the  coming 
months . 

Reflection  of  decades-long  struggle 

While  the  treaty  falls  far  short  of  the  historical  demands  of  the 
Nisga'a,  the  fact  that  Canadian  authorities  felt  compelled  to  sign  it 
reflects  the  decades-long  struggle  of  the  Nisga'a  and  battles  by  Native 
people  throughout  Canada  for  their  rights.  The  Nisga'a  were  confined  to  a 
reserve  of  76  square  kilometers  and  deprived  of  their  most  basic  rights 
under  the  racist  Indian  Act  of  Canada  and  by  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia  at  its  founding  in  1870.  The  treaty  grants  them  title  to  2,000 
square  kilometers,  about  10  percent  of  their  traditional  lands  in 
Northwestern  British  Columbia,  where  an  estimated  8,000  Nisga'a  lived  off 
salmon  from  the  Nass  River  before  contact  with  the  Europeans. 

Today,  some  2,000  Nisga'a  continue  to  live  in  the  area.  Despite  rich 
resources  in  minerals,  forestry,  salmon,  and  a growing  tourist  industry, 
the  large  majority  of  Nisga'a  are  unemployed,  and  many  live  in  substandard, 
overcrowded  housing.  About  3,500  Nisga'a  are  now  living  elsewhere  in  the 
province,  as  well  as  in  Alaska  and  other  parts  of  Canada. 

A minority  of  Nisga'a  oppose  the  deal  because  it  gives  up  claim  on  land 
they  and  their  ancestors  have  always  lived  on.  Seven  of  them  were  refused 
an  injunction  Duly  31  to  stop  the  deal  from  going  ahead. 

The  Gitanyow,  a neighboring  band,  also  oppose  the  treaty  because  it 
grants  the  Nisga'a  title  to  land  that  is  presently  being  claimed  by  the 
Gitanyow  in  a court  case. 

The  treaty  provides  the  Nisga'a  with  a Native-run  local  government, 
where  elected  Nisga'a  will  take  over  ownership  and  management  of  the  land 
and  resources  as  well  as  social  services,  education,  policing,  and  the 
courts  - within  the  confines  of  Canadian  and  British  Columbia  laws.  Some 
$190  million  in  cash  will  be  provided  over  10  years.  In  exchange,  the 
Nisga'a  will  pay  taxes  and  recognize  the  terms  of  the  treaty  as  the  final 
settlement  of  Nisga'a  aboriginal  rights. 

The  demand  that  Native  people  give  up  all  future  claims  for  land  and 
resources  when  they  sign  treaties  has  been  central  to  the  strategy  pursued 
by  Canada's  ruling  rich  in  negotiating  land  claims  with  Native  people. 
Native  Canadians  have  mobilized  themselves  and  others  through  petitions, 
rallies,  road  blockades,  and  other  actions  to  defend  their 
constitutionally  recognized  aboriginal  rights.  These  fighters  have 
sometimes  succeeded  in  preventing  forestry,  mining,  and  other  capitalists 
from  encroaching  on  their  land  without  their  consent.  In  several  cases 
they  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  court  injunctions  to  back  up  these 
demands . 

Rulers  try  to  limit  land  claims 

This  is  of  major  concern  to  the  bosses  in  the  forest  and  mining 
industries  here  in  this  province.  Most  of  the  140,000  Native  inhabitants 
here  have  never  signed  treaties,  unlike  in  the  rest  of  Canada.  In  1993, 
the  British  Columbia  government,  in  an  effort  to  resolve  these  outstanding 
claims,  established  the  B.C.  Treaty  Commission.  Although  the  Nisga'a  have 
been  negotiating  outside  that  process,  provincial  premier  Glen  Clark 
characterized  the  Nisga'a  treaty  as  "a  template"  for  the  other  51  Native 
Indian  organizations  negotiating  treaties  in  British  Columbia.  About  one- 
third  of  Native  organizations  in  the  province  refuse  to  participate  in  the 
Treaty  Commission  Process. 

"The  overriding  concern  has  been  whether  the  treaty  would  extinguish 
any  possibility  of  the  Nisga'a  coming  back  for  more,"  said  a Duly  17 
editorial  in  the  big-business  daily  Vancouver  Sun.  "Based  on  what  Mr. 

Clark  says,  it  appears  to  provide  the  necessary  certainty." 

Along  with  welcoming  this  aspect  of  the  treaty,  the  media  has  helped 


fuel  the  racist  campaign  against  the  treaty  led  by  the  B.C.  Liberal  Party 
and  the  Reform  Party  of  Canada.  A Duly  24  editorial  in  Canada's  major 
capitalist  daily,  the  Globe  and  Mail,  complains,  "There  will  be  things  in 
the  agreement  that  offend  many,  such  as  the  legally  sanctioned  inequality 
of  non-aboriginals  on  Nisga'a  territory,  or  the  huge  implied  costs  to 
settle  all  outstanding  land  claims  [across  Canada]."  The  editorial  also 
raises  concern  over  the  fact  that  the  treaty  establishes  "an  aboriginal 
justice  system  and  racially  based  self-government." 

Michael  Scott,  Member  of  Parliament  of  the  right-wing  Reform  Party  of 
Canada  for  the  Skeena  riding,  which  overlaps  Nisga'a  territory,  said  his 
party  "unequivocally  opposes"  the  treaty,  adding  that  it  is  undemocratic 
and  divisive.  Pointing  to  the  fact  that  the  treaty  grants  the  Nisga'a 
control  over  the  fishery  on  their  territory,  he  argued  that  if  that  deal 
is  repeated  in  all  the  land  claims  it  will  freeze  out  non-Native 
commercial  and  sports  fishermen. 

The  Reform  Party  has  been  at  the  forefront  of  the  reactionary  campaign 
by  the  Fishermen's  Survival  Coalition  in  opposing  the  fishing  rights  won 
by  Native  people  in  British  Columbia.  For  many  Natives  salmon  still  plays 
a central  role  in  their  diet  and  culture,  as  well  as  a means  of  earning  a 
living.  Over  the  past  month,  fishermen  from  the  Musqueam  and  Sto:lo 
Nations  along  the  Fraser  River  successfully  challenged  attempts  by  the 
Canadian  Department  of  Fisheries  to  stop  them  from  fishing  while  allowing 
sports  fishing  to  continue. 

Paul  Kouri  is  a member  of  United  Steelworkers  of  America  Local  2952. 
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"RE : Dineh  Update  from  Arizona"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Aug  1998  11:25:34  -0700 

>From:  "Sacred  Monument  Tours"  <sacredmv@infomagic . com> 

To:  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Dineh  Update  from  Arizona 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Dear  Bob  Dorman, 

This  update  was  compiled  from  information  contained  in  the  Christian 
Social  Action  magazine  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  the  Independent, 
the  Navajo  Flopi  Observer  and  the  Navajo  Times. 

The  Navajo  Nation  now  has  their  fourth  President  in  the  last  six  months 
and  Peabody  Coal  is  currently  bulldozing  Dineh  and  Anasazi  cemeteries.  We 
recently  filmed  and  photographed  a field  containing  human  remains.  A Kiva 
containing  28  Anasazi  burials  destroyed  in  late  Dune  1998  is  currently 
under  tons  and  tons  of  dirt,  destroyed  by  a drag  line.  It  would  take  a 
team  of  Archaeologists  to  uncover  the  site. 

This  information  and  supporting  documentation  will  be  sent  to  the  High 
Commissioner  for  Human  Rights,  the  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious 
Intolerance  of  the  UN  Commission  on  Human  Rights  and  the  Department 
of  the  Interior's  Office  of  Surface  Mining. 

Please  add  this  e-mail  number  to  your  Big  Mountain  list.  I will  be  in  AZ 
until  mid-September  when  I will  be  traveling  to  NY  to  attend  the  UN 
Department  of  Public  Information  conference  with  a Dineh  representative 
>from  Big  Mountain.  I am  traveling  around  northern  and  southern  HPL 
and  will  be  checking  this  e-mail  number  as  often  as  possible. 

We  need  people  to  travel  to  Black  Mesa  to  witness  and  support  the 
elders  on  the  front  lines. 

Thank  you  for  helping  us  get  the  word  out. 

Marsha  Monestersky 


Dineh  News  Update 

WHO'S  IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  NAVADO  NATION? 
August  1998 


On  February  3,  1997, the  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance,  Mr. 
Abdelfattah  Amor  of  the  UN  Commission  on  Human  Rights  visited  the  Dineh 
in  Black  Mesa.  This  was  in  response  to  a formal  complaint  filed  by  the 
Dineh  people  in  April  1997  charging  the  US  with  human  rights  violations 
perpetuated  against  them.  The  complaint  to  the  Human  Rights  Commission 
charged  that  the  federal  laws  have  denied  them  the  right  to  practice 
their  religion,  bury  their  dead,  have  access  to  water,  legalized  the 
confiscation  of  their  livestock,  kept  them  from  gathering  firewood  to 
heat  their  homes  in  the  winter,  and  prohibited  any  housing  improvement. 

Since  the  Dineh  people  practice  a land-based,  site-specific  religion, 
the  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance  was  invited  to  investigate 
the  reported  human  rights  violations-relocation  and  desecration  of  their 
sacred  sites-affecting  their  religion.  Mr.  Amor's  mandate  urges  "states 
to  exert  their  utmost  efforts,  in  accordance  with  their  national 
legislation  and  in  conformity  with  international  human  rights  standards, 
to  ensure  that  religious  places,  sites  and  shrines  are  fully  respected 
and  protected." 

Then,  over  and  over  again,  the  people  recounted  to  the  Special 
Rapporteur  as  they  did  until  late  into  night  of  the  previous  day  to  the 
Non-Governmental  Organizations  (NGOs)  that  were  there  to  witness 
telling  of  their  spiritual  ties  to  the  land  and  the  destruction,  both 
physical  and  spiritual,  wreaked  by  the  Peabody  Coal  Company,  the 
partitioning  of  the  land,  and  the  relocation  policies.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  the  UN  is  formally  investigating  the  US  for  violations  of  the 
right  to  freedom  of  religion  or  belief  which  are  human  rights. 

In  the  last  nine  years  the  Navajo  people  have  witnessed  the  fall  of 
McDonald  and  Haskie.  On  February  19,  1998,  President  Hale  was  forced 
to  resign,  found  guilty  of  tribal  ethics  violations  by  the  Ethics  and 
Rules  Committee.  Vice-President  Thomas  Atcitty  was  then  installed  as 
President,  voted  in  by  the  Ethics  and  Rules  Committee.  When  he  was 
installed  there  was  no  legal  call  for  a special  presidential  election  in 
30  days  or  for  Navajo  Nation  Council  Speaker  Kelsey  Begaye  to  become 
an  interim  president  because  Hale  and  Atcitty  were  an  executive  team  that 
was  elected  by  the  Navajo  voters. 

President  Thomas  Atcitty  steps  down  --  found  guilty  of  nine  provisions 
of  Navajo  tribal  ethics  --  Kelsey  Begay  serves  as  President  for  24  hours: 

On  Thursday,  Duly  23,  1998,  the  Navajo  Nation  Council  voted  to  remove 
President  Thomas  Atcitty  found  guilty  of  nine  provisions  of  the  Navajo 
Nation  Ethics  in  Government  Law  and  quickly  moved  Speaker  Kelsey  Begaye 
into  the  post  and  adjourned.  The  following  day,  24  hours  later,  most 
of  which  Speaker  Begaye  admits  he  slept  through,  Navajo  Nation  Vice-President 
Milton  Bluehouse  challenged  the  Council's  actions  and  was  then  moved 
into  the  position  of  Navajo  Nation  President.  The  premise  used  by 
Bluehouse  is  that  "if  a vacancy  should  occur  in  the  Office  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Navajo  Nation  Council  shall  serve  as  President  of  the  Navajo  Nation 
until  a special  election  is  held."  Tribal  law  states  that  the  Speaker 
can  assume  the  presidency  only  when  the  president  and  vice-president  step 
down  at  the  same  time. 

Complaint  lodged  against  current  Navajo  Nation  President 
as  unelected  official: 

Currently  Bluehouse  in  the  position  of  President  and  the  Vice-  President 
he  will  soon  appoint  will  both  serve  the  Navajo  people  as  unelected 
officials.  And  with  the  general  election  still  three  months  away,  they 
will  continue  to  serve  in  this  capacity  until  Danuary  1999  when  the  new 
president  and  vice-president  will  begin  their  term  of  office. 

A Complaint  has  been  filed,  alleging  that  Bluehouse  should  not  have 
been  allowed  to  be  sworn  in  since  the  presidency  belongs  to  the  Navajo 
electorate,  stating  that  the  president  has  to  be  elected  by  the  people 
and  was  selected  by  Thomas  Atcitty  when  he  assumed  presidency. 

And  even  though  a special  election  must  be  called  for  by  Navajo  tribal 
law,  there  are  currently  no  plans  underway  for  a special  election.  And 
rather  than  hold  a special  election  the  Navajo  Nation  Council  moved  to 
AMEND  tribal  law  to  allow  any  vice  president  - whether  elected  OR 


appointed  - to  take  oven  when  the  president  steps  down. 

In  the  last  six  months  there  have  been  four  Navajo  tribal  presidents, 
three  installed  without  an  opportunity  for  Navajo  citizens  to  vote  in  any 
special  elections.  The  Navajo  people  have  a right  to  elect  their 
leadership,  even  if  it  is  only  for  six  months,  which  is  when  the  next 
president  will  be  sworn  into  office.  It  is  unlawful  for  a Navajo 
Nation  President  (and  Vice-President)  that  is  not  elected  by  the  people 
to  lead  the  Nation. 

Tribal  Council  delegates  found  guilty  of  Navajo  tribal  ethics  law:  The 
Ethics  and  Rules  Committee  on  Duly  15,  found  Vandever,  Council  delegate 
of  the  reservations  chapters  of  Baca  and  Prewitt  guilty  of  violating 
tribal  ethics  law  when  he  deposited  more  than  $21,000  in  tribal  funds 
into  his  personal  bank  account  without  proper  authorization  and  spent 
$851  in  tribal  funds  without  chapter  approval,  including  a $500 
unauthorized  electrical  hookup  for  his  daughter.  Such  funds  it  is 
asserted  can  only  be  spent  upon  the  consensus  of  the  people  in  the 
chapter  and  no  chapter  official  or  delegate  has  the  right  to  take  away 
that  power  from  the  people  - the  committee  stated.  Vandever  is  not  the 
only  chapter  official  and  delegate  to  be  found  guilty  of  violating  tribal 
ethics  law.  Almost  all  of  the  88  tribal  council  delegates  have  been 
cited  for  violations  of  tribal  ethics,  however,  no  action  has  been  taken. 

Investigator  for  the  Navajo  tribal  Ethics  and  Rules  Office  guilty  of 
criminal  sexual  penetration  of  his  15-year-old  daughter:  Frank  G.  Spencer, 
an  investigator  for  the  Ethics  and  Rules  Office,  responsible  for  ending 
the  career  of  Vandever  and  other  Navajo  politicians  has  been  convicted  for 
numerous  DWI's  and  pleaded  guilty  in  1989  to  criminal  sexual  penetration 
of  a 15-year-old  girl  - his  own  daughter  - in  1989.  Spencer  had 
intercourse  six  times  with  the  older  daughter,  starting  that  summer,  and 
tried  to  have  sex  with  the  younger  daughter.  No  action  has  been  taken  yet. 

Pattern  of  violations  of  Navajo  tribal  ethics  and  federal  law  and  what 
needs  to  be  done: 

On  August  30,  1996  the  Arizona  Daily  Sun  ran  an  article  "Coal  Deal". 

It  states,  Peabody  Western  Coal  Co.  and  the  Navajo  Nation  have  reached 
an  agreement  to  give  the  coal  company  a right-of-way  to  360  acres  of 
Indian  land.  Peabody  will  pay  $6.1  million  dollars  for  the  right-of-way 
agreement,  which  will  avert  a shutdown  of  the  Kayenta  coal  mine,  Navajo 
Nation  President  Albert  Hale  said  on  Monday... The  lack  of  the  right-of-way 
could  have  resulted  in  a shutdown  of  the  mine  on  Wednesday. . . .About  75 
percent  of  the  Navajo  Nation's  operating  budget  is  dependent  on 
royalties  from  coal  sales,  producing  7.5  million  tons  of  coal  a year. 

(The  reason  given  by  OSM  for  shutdown  was  Peabody's  illegal  use  of  tribal 
land  outside  the  mining  permit  area  for  over  twenty  years). 

The  Navajo  Nation  must  revisit  recent  agreements  made  with  Peabody  Coal 
and  allow  mining  area  residents  an  effective  voice  before  any  mining 
permits  are  approved.  Peabody  Coal  must  not  be  allowed  to  construct 
roads,  dams  and  sediment  ponds  prior  to  receipt  of  any  permit  approval. 
Their  actions  as  agents  of  the  Coal  mine  to  threaten  people  to  relocate 
must  stop.  Federal  and  tribal  grave  protection  laws  must  be  enforced  and 
people  must  be  given  the  right  to  participate  directly  in  all  decisions 
made,  including  those  which  will  allow  them  to  preserve  and  protect 
ancient  Anasazi  cliff  houses,  Dineh  and  Anasazi  cemeteries  and  sacred 
sites . 

On  October  10,  1996,  just  prior  to  President  Clinton  signing  the 
Settlement  Act  on  October  11,  on  the  eve  of  Columbus  day,  several  members 
of  the  Inter-Governmental  Relations  (IGR)  Committee  sharply  criticized  Hale 
and  tribal  Attorney  General  Herb  Yazzie  for  failing  to  adequately 
represent  the  Navajo  Nation  and  prevent  passage  of  the  Settlement  Act. 

They  also  said  that  Hale  and  Yazzie  sold  out  the  Navajo  Nation. 

Bypassing  the  Tribal  Council's  review  of  the  Agreement  before  it  went 
to  Congress  is  equivalent  to  President  Clinton  signing  a bill  into  law 
that  has  not  gone  through  Congress.  In  fact  later,  when  the  Tribal 
Council  did  review  the  Agreement  they  overwhelmingly  rejected  it. 

On  October  31,  1996,  a movement  to  recall  Navajo  Nation  Albert  Hale 
began.  On  February  19,  1998,  President  Hale  was  finally  forced  to 
resign,  found  guilty  of  tribal  ethics  violations  by  the  Ethics  and  Rules 


Committee.  Unfortunately  it  was  during  this  time  that  the  Dineh  peoples 
rights  were  so  profoundly  violated. 

In  Dune  1998,  Peabody  Coal  destroyed  a Kiva  containing  28  Anasazi 
burials.  Hundreds  more  are  endangered.  Isn't  it  time  that  Dineh 
requests  for  protection  of  these  sites  is  granted?  Neither  the  Navajo 
Nation  nor  the  US  government  should  be  allowed  to  violate  federal  or 
tribal  law,  condoning  a dual  standard  of  fairness  for  non  Native  and 
Native  peoples  and  their  right  to  protect  their  land,  cemeteries, 
cultural  properties  and  sacred  sites. 

In  order  to  ensure  the  Dineh  their  ability  to  remain  on  their  land  as 
caretakers,  the  title  to  their  customary  use  land  must  be  returned  to 
them  by  the  US  government,  holders  of  Indigenous  land  title.  Their 
right  to  inhabit  and  protect  their  land  must  be  exercised  equally  and 
without  discrimination,  just  as  every  other  US  citizen  is  entitled  to. 

But  in  order  to  do  this  Congress  must  revisit  the  Surface  Mining  Coal 
Reclamation  Act  (SMCRA)  to  ensure  specific  language  is  added  to  include 
Indigenous  people  living  in  a mining  permit  area. 

A long  and  sordid  history  of  violations  against  the  Dineh  people:  Works  of 
respected  scholars  document  a shabby  tale  of  greed,  lobbying  and  abuse 
of  legislative  power  and  authority  that  enabled  the  creation  and 
expansion  of  Peabody  Coal  Company's  Black  Mesa/Kayenta  mining  complex. 

Those  living  in  the  area,  over  12,000  traditional  Dineh  were  forced  to 
relocate  through  actions  of  the  Federal  government  in  what  has  been 
described  as  "one  of  the  more  cynical  and  convoluted  processes  of 
legalized  expropriation  in  its  long  and  sordid  history  of  Indian  affairs." 

The  US  government  has  subjected  the  Dineh  to  risk  beyond  anything 
originally  contemplated  and  beyond  anything  that  can  and  should  be 
tolerated.  The  forced  relocation  of  some  12,000  Dineh  was  accomplished 
through  a process  that  denied  legitimate  participation  and  redress  to 
those  affected.  If  it  were  conducted  as  an  experiment  on  human  beings  it 
would  fail  the  standards  the  government  imposes  on  all  research  involving 
human  subjects.  The  Navajo  Nation,  the  Hopi  tribe  and  the  US  legal 
system  must  finally  recognize  the  Dineh  people  as  a deeply  religious 
people,  and  understand  that  every  inch  of  their  land  is  sacred.  And  that 
what  is  most  sacred  must  be  preserved.  The  struggle  of  the  Dineh  people 
to  remain  on  their  land  is  necessary  in  order  for  them  to  retain  their 
traditional  values,  souls,  identity  and  preservation  of  their  clan 
territories . 

The  human  toll  they  have  endured  is  composed  of  heart  break,  disease 
and  powerlessness  as  the  US  government's  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA) 
Rangers  bulldoze  their  ceremonial  hogans,  homes  and  sacred  sites.  As 
they  continue  to  witness  Peabody  Coal  Company's  violation  and  destruction 
of  over  4,000  ancient  Anasazi  cliff  houses,  sacred  burial  and  ceremonial 
sites.  The  urgency  is  great.  A drag  line  is  presently  1/2  mile  from  an 
occupied  dwelling.  Fields  of  bones  lay  exposed  on  land  Peabody  is 
currently  bulldozing.  In  Dune  1998,  a Kiva  containing  28  Anasazi 
burials  was  destroyed  by  a drag  line  and  is  now  under  tons  and  tons  of 
dirt.  More  Anasazi  and  Dineh  burials  are  currently  endangered.  The  US 
Department  of  Interior's  Office  of  Surface  Mining  condones  these 
activities  and  does  not  permit  the  Dineh  people  the  right  to  protect 
their  homes,  cemeteries,  sacred  and  ceremonial  sites. 

This  past  winter  Peabody  gave  free  coal  to  the  Hopi  people  and  the 
Dineh  were  charged.  This  was  at  the  same  time  that  the  Hopi  tribe  denied 
Dineh  the  right  to  gather  firewood  to  heat  their  homes.  Dineh  livestock 
is  still  being  confiscated  by  US  government  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
(BIA)  Hopi  Rangers  at  their  discretion.  And  the  Navajo  Nation  does 
nothing  to  help  their  people. 

Dineh  cemeteries,  sacred  and  ceremonial  sites  are  still  being  bulldozed 
by  Peabody  Coal  Company  during  a United  Nations  investigation  of 
religious  intolerance  being  conducted  by  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights. 

It  is  the  height  of  arrogance  for  the  US  Department  of  the  Interior's 
Office  of  Surface  Mining  to  allow  this  to  happen  at  this  time.  Rather 
they  are  continuing  to  rubber  stamp  Peabody's  permits  while  denying  the 
Dineh  people  any  effective  participation,  allowing  Peabody  to  build 
roads,  sediment  ponds  and  dams  prior  to  their  approval  on  Hopi  Partitioned 


Land  (HPL),  an  area  the  Hopi  Tribe  claims  is  protected  by  a twenty-year 
moratorium. 

Threats,  intimidation  and  trickery  were  the  tactics  employed  by  the  US 
Department  of  Justice  and  unethical  and  immoral  tribal  councils  in  a 
deliberate  attempt  to  freeze  and  starve  the  Dineh  people  off  their  land. 
Money  promised  for  home  repair  and  pledges  to  not  impound  of  livestock 
lured  some  people  into  signing  the  75-year  lease  agreement.  But  then 
the  US  government  and  the  Hopi  tribe  says  they  do  not  have  the  funds. 

And  Dineh  livestock  remains  subject  to  seizure.  In  October  1997,  when 
the  UN  investigation  was  announced,  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council  announced 
that  they  would  begin  to  conduct  their  own  internal  investigation  and 
passed  a Resolution  stating  that  they  believed  that  an  excessive  use  of 
force  was  used  by  Navajo  tribal  officials  to  force  people  into  signing 
the  Settlement  agreement. 

For  32  years,  the  US  government  has  continued  to  impose  a Bennet  Freeze, 
denying  the  Dineh  people  all  services  - including  road  repair,  housing 
improvement  and  access  to  water  - enacted  on  the  same  day  in  1966  that 
Peabody  signed  their  first  lease  with  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  tribes. 

Water  wells  are  fenced  and  capped  off  denying  people  access  to  water. 

The  only  public  drinking  water  source  many  have  to  drive  more  than  20 
miles  each  way  to  haul  water  from  has  been  shut  down  by  US  government 
agents,  and  at  other  times,  at  their  discretion.  School  buses  still 
travel  on  unmaintained  dirt  roads,  endangering  the  welfare  of  Dineh 
children.  Promises  are  made  but  they  are  always  broken. 

If  it  was  all  a mistake  why  not  fix  it? 

On  August  10,  1998,  Arizona  Senator  John  McCain  met  with  Dineh  residents 
in  Kayenta,  AZ  during  a family  vacation.  The  Navajo  Times  on  August  13 
reports  that  he  said:  "As  far  as  Navajo-Hopi  relocation,  it's  time  to 
bring  closure  to  this  issue.  That  includes  lifting  the  Bennett  Freeze 
and  includes  Navajos  and  Hopis  sitting  down  together  and  resolving  these 
issues,"  he  said.  "The  legislation  passed  in  1974  was  to  take  five 
years  to  implement.  It  hasn't  worked." 

Clearly,  this  pattern  of  violations  of  Navajo  tribal  ethics  law  and 
their  conspiracy  of  failure  to  protect  the  rights  of  their  members  raises 
grave  questions  about  the  morality  of  any  agreements  and  laws  passed  by 
the  former  President  Hale  and  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council  delegates.  Now 
that  some  of  the  corruption  has  been  exposed  the  US  government  must 
investigate  the  illegal  creation  and  on-going  practices  of  the  Navajo 
and  Hopi  Tribal  Councils  and  the  improper  passage  of  Public  Law  93-531, 
the  Relocation  Act  and  the  recent  75-year  lease.  Settlement  Agreement 
approved  by  President  Hale. 

Isn't  it  time  that  the  Dineh  people  human  and  civil  rights  were 
respected?  Isn't  it  time  that  the  traditional  Dineh  and  Hopi  and  their 
Religious  leaders  be  allowed  to  sit  down  together  to  make  an  agreement? 

That  is  the  only  way  that  things  can  be  resolved. 

The  time  must  end  where  corrupt  and  unethical  governmental  and  tribal 
leaders  meet  together  to  talk  about  the  fate  of  the  Dineh  people  and  then 
enact  legislation  behind  closed  doors.  It  is  the  Indigenous  standard  of 
fairness  that  regards  all  living  things  as  sacred  and  every  square  inch 
of  the  land  as  holy.  It  is  this  voice  that  must  finally  be  heard. 
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"RE : Navajo  Marina  & Aboriginal  Tourism"  


Date:  Wed,  19  Aug  1998  23:28:55  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Navajo  Marina  & Aboriginal  Tourism 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

I am  posting  this,  not  because  I support  what  this  message  concerns,  but 
because  of  my  own  concern  about  its  content.  Although  my  own  time  is 
rather  limited,  perhaps  some  of  the  list  readers  would  like  to  take  the 
time  to  tell  Navajo  Tourism,  the  Journal  of  Aboriginal  Tourism  and  the 
Navajo  tribal  officials  what  they  can  do  with  their  multi-million  dollar 
marina  with  its  120  feet  wide  concrete  boat  launch,  access  road, 
installation  of  drinking  water  wells  (when  the  Dineh  wells  have  been 
contaminated  by  Peabody  Coal),  gravel  parking,  restrooms,  courtesy  docks, 
and  an  informational  kiosk. 

Date:  Thu,  20  Aug  1998  00:03:04  -0600 
From:  clarkea@telusplanet.net 

Sub j : JOURNAL  OF  ABORIGINAL  TOURISM  - news  updates 

1.  Navajoland  Breaks  Ground  for  Marina 

2.  Navajoland  Tourism  web  site  launch 

3.  Journal's  autumn  issue  revised  deadlines 


1.  Antelope  Point  Marina  Launch  Ramp  Groundbreaking  Set 

Lake  Powell/Antelope  Point  Marina,  N.M.  --  Navajo  Nation  and  National 
Park  Service  officials  will  celebrate  $1.1  million  worth  of  Antelope 
Point  Marina  development  here  at  the  site  on  Wednesday,  September 
2... the  public  is  invited. 

Navajo  tribal  officials  and  the  NPS  have  been  working  diligently  to 
facilitate  the  development  of  a 120  feet  wide  concrete  boat  launch,  an 
access  road,  installation  of  drinking  water  wells,  gravel  parking, 
restrooms,  courtesy  docks,  an  informational  kiosk,  and  other  related 
development . 

The  Navajo  Nation  contributed  approximately  $90,000  to  have  two  drinking 
water  wells  installed,  tested  and  capped  to  prepare  for  further 
development  of  Antelope  Point  Marina.  Frederick  H.  White, Navajo 
tourism  director,  said  he  is  pleased  the  multi-million  dollar 
project  is  nearing  reality,  adding,  "I'm  grateful  the  city  of  Page,  the 
National  Park  Service  and  Le  Chee  Chapter  have  demonstrated  their 
leadership  to  make  this  happen.  This  exemplifies  there's  a lot  of 
support  to  make  this  project  a reality.  The  Navajo  Nation 
is  looking  forward  to  the  official  opening  of  the  south  shoreline  in 
September  1999  with  other  development  soon  to  follow." 

In  addition  to  the  $90,000  funded  by  the  Navajo  Nation,  a grant  issued 
by  the  Arizona  State  Parks  through  the  State  Lake  Improvement  Funds,  was 
awarded  to  the  city  of  Page  on  behalf  of  the  National  Park  Service  for 
$794,800  to  begin  Phase  1 of  the  boater  facilities  located  within  the 
boundaries  of  Glen  Canyon  National  Recreation 
Area.  The  National  Park  Service  will  also  fund  $300,000  for 
improvements  to  the  access  road  into  the  site.  Superintendent  Joseph 
F.  Alston  said  "the  National  Park  Service  is  anxious  to  see  the  actual 
construction  of  facilities  for  the  Antelope  Point 

Marina.  Our  goal  for  this  marina  is  to  not  only  provide  additional 
boater  facilities  on  Lake  Powell,  but  also  honour  a long  standing 
commitment  to  provide  economic  development  opportunities  for  the  Navajo 
Nation  along  the  southern  shoreline." 


2.  NOTE:  Navajoland  Tourism  now  has  a web  site  at 

http://www.navajoland.com  For  further  information  --  Roberta  John, 
public  information  officer.  The  Navajo  Nation,  tel  (520)  871-6544  fax 
871-7381.  The  Journal's  autumn  issue  will  feature  articles  on 

Navajoland  Tourist  Study,  Navajos  Turning  Flogans  Into 
B&B's,  and  Indian  Culture,  at  Risk  at  Home,  Finds  Fans  Abroad. 


3.  Journal  of  Aboriginal  Tourism  --  Autumn  Issue:  due  to  enhanced 

printing  deadlines  we  have  been  able  to  extend  the  closing  deadline  for 
editorial  submissions  to  September  4 ; and  the  closing  deadline  for 
advertising  space  reservations  to  September  11;  and  the  closing  deadline 
for  advertising  material  to  September  Distribution  of  5,800  copies 

will  be  on  September  25. 

Editorial  features  will  highlight  financing  and  funding  of  aboriginal 
tourism  projects  as  well  as  training  and  human  resource  development. 

Other  editorial  features  will  have  book  and  music  reviews  as  well  as 
Northern  Ontario's  Homeland  Tour;  opening  of  the  Mashantucket  Pequot 
Museum;  native  tourism  initiatives  for  this 
winter  in  New  Brunswick. 

Editorial  submissions  are  welcomed! 

Journal  of  Aboriginal  Tourism 
POBox  1240,  Station  "M" 

Calgary,  Alberta  T2P  2L2 
CANADA 

telephone  (403)  261-3022 

facsimile  (403)  261-5676 

email:  tourism@istar . ca 
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"RE : A Little  History  of  the  Big  Mountain  Issue"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Aug  1998  07:49:33  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : A Little  History  of  the  Big  Mountain  Issue 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

>From  time  to  time  I get  requests  for  background  information  on  the  Big 
Mountain  Dineh  relocation  issue.  This  article  seems  to  give  pretty  good 
coverage  of  that,  so  I am  passing  it  along  to  those  of  you  new  to  the  list. 

It  was  forwarded  to  me  by  Condor952@aol.com,  who  received  it  from  someone 
else,  but  unfortunately,  the  original  web  page  is  not  referenced  nor  was 
the  map  included.  However,  an  excerpt  of  the  article  was  found  at  the  Orion 
website  at  http://www.orionsociety.org/excerpts.html. 

From:  Condor952@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  13  Aug  1998  14:35:27  EDT 

Sub j : FW:  Black  Mesa  Syndrome-  Indian  Lands,  Black  Gold 
Orion  Magazine  Summer  98 

The  Black  Mesa  Syndrome:  Indian  Lands,  Black  Gold 
by  Judith  Nies 

Black  Mesa  is  not  black  and  it  is  not  a mesa.  It  is  four  thousand  square 
miles  of  ginger-colored  plateau  land  in  northern  Arizona,  a distinct 
elevated  landmass  the  shape  of  a bear's  paw.  On  a map,  the  Black  Mesa  coal 
field  looks  like  an  inkblot  on  a Rorschach  test,  following  the  contours  of 
the  Pleistocene  lake  it  once  was.  Over  thousands  of  years  the  vigorous 
forests  and  plant  life  embraced  by  the  lake  decayed  into  a bog  which  in  turn 
hardened  to  coal--some  twenty-one  billion  tons  of  coal,  the  largest  coal 
deposit  in  the  United  States. 

Until  1969,  the  coal  lay  untouched  and  so  close  to  the  surface  that  the 
walls  of  the  dry  washes  glistened  with  seams  of  shiny  black.  With  a 


long-term  value  estimated  as  high  as  $100  billion,  it  lies  completely  under 
Indian  reservation  lands,  for  Black  Mesa  is  also  home  to  some  sixteen 
thousand  Navajos  and  eight  thousand  Hopis.  In  1966,  the  Hopi  and  Navajo 
tribal  councils- -not  to  be  confused  with  the  general  tribal 
population- -signed  strip-mining  leases  with  a consortium  of  twenty  utilities 
that  had  designed  a new  coal-fired  energy  grid  for  the  urban  Southwest. 

Under  the  umbrella  name  WEST  (Western  Energy  Supply  and  Transmission),  the 
utilities  promised  more  air  conditioning  for  Los  Angeles,  more  neon  lights 
for  Las  Vegas,  more  water  for  Phoenix,  more  power  for  Tucson--and  for  the 
Indians,  great  wealth. 

Today,  thirty  years  after  the  strip  mining  for  coal  began,  the  cities 
have  the  energy  they  were  promised,  but  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  nations  are 
not  rich--that  part  of  the  plan  proved  ephemeral.  Instead,  Black  Mesa  has 
suffered  human  rights  abuses  and  ecological  devastation;  the  Hopi  water 
supply  is  drying  up;  thousands  of  archaeological  sites  have  been  destroyed 
and,  unbeknownst  to  most  Americans,  twelve  thousand  Navajos  have  been 
removed  from  their  lands--the  largest  removal  of  Indians  in  the  United 
States  since  the  1880s. 

In  the  following  pages,  I want  to  untangle  what  went  wrong  on  Black  Mesa. 
When  you  look  at  the  map  of  Arizona  on  this  page,  you  see  a series  of  lines 
radiating  out  from  the  Black  Mesa  coal  field.  Each  line  represents  the 
enormous  political  and  economic  powers  that  have  shaped  the  contemporary 
reality  of  this  region.  And  yet,  for  twenty-five  years,  the  American  press, 
with  few  exceptions,  has  presented  the  Black  Mesa  story  as  a centuries-old 
land  dispute  between  two  tribes.  The  story  that  has  not  yet  emerged  is 
about  the  syndrome  in  which  transnational  corporations  take  and  exploit 
indigenous  lands  with  the  cooperation  of  host  governments.  I want  to  hold 
up  Black  Mesa  as  a domestic  example  of  that  global  syndrome,  and  I want  to 
ask  why  our  free  press  has  largely  been  unable  to  tell  the  truth  about  Black 
Mesa . 

Chester  Arthur's  Square 

Surrounding  the  ink  blot  of  the  coal  deposit  on  the  map  above  is  an  almost 
perfect  square  of  land--one  cartographer's  minute  by  one  cartographer ' s 
minute--drawn  by  President  Chester  Arthur  in  1882.  His  Executive  Order 
created  a reservation  for  Indians  as  the  government  might  "see  fit  to  settle 
therein . " 

Why  would  Arthur,  a New  Yorker  and  a product  of  political  patronage,  give 
a land  grant  three-fourths  the  size  of  Connecticut  to  a population  that 
consisted  of  eleven  hundred  Hopis,  three  hundred  Paiutes,  and  a few  hundred 
Navajos?  The  answer  has  far  less  to  do  with  safeguarding  Indian  residency 
than  with  timber,  copper,  and  coal. 

Chester  Arthur  was  a rich  man  with  rich  tastes  and  no  stranger  to  the 
alchemy  of  transforming  government  service  into  economic  wealth.  As  far  as 
we  know,  he  never  visited  the  West,  but  he  was  knowledgeable  about  Western 
railroad  charters,  land  grants,  and  mineral  exploration  leases.  He 
understood  the  trick  of  transforming  wilderness  into  public  domain  lands, 
and  then  into  prospecting  leases.  He  understood  how  business  and  government 
worked  hand-in-glove.  In  those  days,  land  development  companies  were 
frequently  subsidiaries  of  the  railroads,  and  several  years  before  the 
transcontinental  railroad  reached  Arizona  in  1881,  the  U.S.  government  had 
already  explored,  surveyed,  and  mapped  the  mineral  riches  of  the  Arizona 
Territory.  Also  in  advance  of  the  railroads,  the  government  sent  the  Army 
to  subdue  the  "savage  tribes,"  such  as  the  Navajos  in  the  north  and  Apaches 
in  the  south,  who  blocked  access  to  Arizona's  resource-rich  lands. 

"The  only  minerals  discovered  in  this  region  are  coal  and  copper,"  wrote 
surveyor  A.  M.  Stephen  in  1879  to  his  superior.  General  Howard,  who  also 
held  the  title  of  Indian  Inspector.  "The  coal  deposit  is  lying  between 
Oraibi  and  Moenkopi,"  the  report  continues.  "The  only  white  people... are 
about  twenty  families  of  Mormons  at  MoenKopi  [sic]  and  Tuba  City."  Stephen 
accompanied  his  survey  with  a map  of  the  coal  deposit  location. 

Arthur  understood  immediately  the  implications  of  the  map.  If  the  Mormon 
families  were  allowed  to  continue  to  settle  and  improve  their  lands,  they 
would,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Desert  Lands  Act  of  1877,  be  able 
to  buy  160  acres  at  $1.25  per  acre.  They  would  also  gain  title  to  whatever 


mineral  resources  lay  beneath  those  acres.  But  if  the  same  lands  were 
removed  from  the  public  domain  and  designated  as  Indian  reservation  lands 
they  would  no  longer  be  open  to  white  settlement.  On  December  17,  1882, 

Arthur  signed  the  Executive  Order  Reservation  of  1882  "for  the  use  and 
occupancy  of  the  Moqui  [Hopi]  and  such  other  Indians  as  the  secretary  of  the 
interior  may  see  fit  to  settle  therein."  By  this  act,  Arthur  kept  control  of 
the  mineral  resources  of  the  region,  and  set  them  aside  for  another  day. 

The  West,  American  myth  tells  us,  was  a place  where  there  was  real 
freedom- -where  you  came  with  what  you  could  carry  and  you  made  a life  from 
it.  The  government  was  meddlesome,  an  intrusion,  an  invasion  into  the 
individual  resourcefulness  of  the  Western  pioneers.  That  is  the  myth.  In 
reality,  the  government  and  big  business  made  it  all  happen. 

John  Boyden  and  the  Peabody  Leases 

Chester  Arthur's  square  remained  untouched  for  seventy-five  years,  into  the 
1950s,  when  a Utah  lawyer  named  John  Boyden  found  a way  to  transmute  the 
coal  of  Black  Mesa  into  gold.  A bishop  in  the  Mormon  Church  and  a former 
U.S.  attorney,  Boyden ' s dapper,  modest  appearance  masked  a fierce  ambition 
and  the  hardball  skills  of  a trial  attorney.  Beginning  in  1957,  he  began  to 
craft  the  legal,  political,  and  economic  strategy  which  would  open  up  the 
coal  deposit  of  Black  Mesa  to  major  energy  development. 

As  a first  step  in  his  plan,  Boyden  needed  the  cooperation  of  the  tribal 
council  of  one  of  the  Indian  tribes  on  Black  Mesa.  He  approached  the 
Navajo,  who  turned  him  down.  He  then  went  to  the  Hopi,  whose  leaders  were 
bitterly  fictionalized  between  traditionals  and  progressives.  Lacking  a 
governing  tribal  council  since  1938,  the  Hopi  had  no  legal  entity  to  hire 
Boyden,  but  as  a law  partner  of  the  man  who  wrote  the  1946  Indian  land 
claims  law,  Boyden  was  knowledgeable  about  both  tribal  council  politics  and 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  policies.  Accompanied  by  the  government  Indian 
agent,  he  set  about  traveling  to  all  the  Hopi  villages,  and  talking  to  all 
the  Hopi  men  who  spoke  English  and  who  had  been  to  government  boarding 
schools.  In  the  process,  Boyden  created  a new  tribal  council. 

Boyden  was  controversial  from  the  minute  he  assumed  his  new  role.  One  of 
his  first  actions  was  to  introduce  a bill  in  Congress  creating  a special 
court  to  allow  the  Hopi  to  sue  the  Navajo  to  clear  title  for  the  coal  lands. 
Thousands  of  Navajos  had  settled  on  Black  Mesa,  and  no  energy  company  would 
take  a chance  on  a lease  that  could  be  contested.  Of  the  bill,  Hopi  leader 
Dan  Katchongva  wrote  prophetically  in  1956,  "If  [this  bill]  becomes  law,  it 
will  destroy  our  Hopi  way  of  life,  religion  and  law. . . . The  majority  of  the 
Hopis  are  against  him  as  a lawyer." 

The  traditional  Hopi  were  furious  with  Boyden' s role  and  saw  his  presence 
as  an  intrusion  from  Washington.  Caleb  Johnson,  a Hopi  student  at  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary  writing  to  the  Senate  on  behalf  of  traditional  Hopi 
priests,  made  the  astute  observation  that  leadership  of  the  Hopi  and  the 
boundary  issue  were  linked.  He  added  that  leadership  had  a religious 
component  and  that  the  man  Boyden  had  chosen  as  Hopi  chairman  was  not 
respected.  "The  chairman  of  the  tribal  council,"  he  wrote,  "is  a man  who 
does  not  have  a good  record  and  has  been  convicted  of  a felony  in  a Federal 
court . " 

Others  opposed  the  bill  too,  including  the  U.S.  Attorney  General  William 
Rogers,  on  grounds  that  Indian  land  issues  and  reservation  boundaries 
derived  from  treaties  that  were  outside  American  property  law.  But  in  1962, 
the  special  court  did  clarify  title  to  the  subsurface  mineral  estate  and 
divided  the  surface  rights.  The  Supreme  Court  declined  to  hear  an  appeal, 
and  in  1966  the  leases  were  signed. 

At  the  top  of  the  1882  boundary  (see  map)  are  two  irregular  rectangles. 
These  represent  some  sixty-five  thousand  acres  leased  by  the  Hopi  and  Navajo 
tribal  councils  to  the  Peabody  Coal  Company  of  Kentucky,  the  largest  coal 
producer  in  the  United  States.  The  leases  were  signed  secretly  by  the 
tribal  councils  and  the  company  in  1966,  with  no  larger  tribal  referendum  on 
either  side.  The  Navajos  tried  to  block  the  mining  equipment  by  setting  up 
blockades  in  the  road.  The  Hopi  priests  eventually  sued  their  own  tribal 
council,  claiming  the  leases  were  illegal  because  they  had  been  signed 
without  a quorum. 

John  Boyden  remained  the  Hopi's  lawyer  for  thirty  years.  Although  he 


presented  himself  as  a humble  country  lawyer  working  for  the  Hopi  pro  bono, 
his  fees--paid  by  the  government  out  of  monies  held  in  trust  for  the 
Hopi- -totaled  $2.7  million,  a figure  revealed  only  after  a Freedom  of 
Information  suit  filed  by  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund. 

Kennecott  Copper  and  Strip  Mining 

Today  at  Black  Mesa,  buckets  the  size  of  a four-story  building  peel  the 
topsoil  off  in  mile-long  strips--a  technique  called  strip  mining.  Instead 
of  burrowing  into  the  earth  to  find  the  mineral  seam,  the  land  over  the 
mineral  deposit  is  removed.  Bulldozers  shape  the  underlayers  into  enormous 
slag  heaps,  workers  dynamite  the  exposed  mineral  bed,  and  steam  shovels  load 
the  coal  into  massive  transport  trucks.  By  the  time  the  coal  is  extracted, 
the  land  has  turned  gray,  all  vegetation  has  disappeared,  the  air  is  filled 
with  coal  dust,  the  groundwater  is  contaminated  with  toxic  runoff  (sulphates 
particularly),  and  electric  green  ponds  dot  the  landscape.  Sheep  that  drink 
from  such  ponds  at  noon  are  dead  by  suppertime. 

In  1966,  Kennecott,  an  international  mining  company  seeking  to  diversify, 
bought  Peabody  Coal.  Four  years  later,  John  Boyden  moved  his  law  offices  to 
the  tenth  floor  of  the  Kennecott  Building  in  Salt  Lake  City,  overlooking  the 
Mormon  Temple.  As  Boyden  leveraged  this  land  issue  into  a huge  case,  he 
violated  a basic  tenet  of  legal  ethics:  he  represented  two  sides  in  the  same 
case,  working  simultaneously  for  the  Hopi  tribe  and  for  Peabody  Coal. 
Although  his  former  partners  maintained  it  was  "a  mistake"  that  Martindale 
Hubbell,  the  national  legal  directory,  listed  Peabody  Coal  as  one  of 
Boyden' s firm's  clients,  legal  scholar  Charles  Wilkinson  published  an 
article  in  a 1996  issue  of  Brigham  Young  University  Law  Journal  reproducing 
Boyden 's  correspondence  with  both  parties.  When  Boyden  wrote  to  the  Peabody 
vice  president  as  a Peabody  attorney,  he  addressed  him  as  "Dear  Ed";  when  he 
wrote  to  him  as  a Hopi  attorney,  he  called  him  "Dear  Mr.  Phelps." 

Not  surprisingly,  Boyden  had  not  done  particularly  well  for  his  Hopi 
client  in  the  lease  provisions:  low  royalty  rates  (the  two  tribal  councils 
split  a royalty  rate  of  thirty  cents  a ton  at  a time  when  the  government 
royalty  rate  for  coal  extracted  on  public  lands  was  $1.50  a ton),  few 
environmental  safeguards,  and  no  provisions  for  renegotiation.  The  worst, 
however,  was  the  provision  that  allowed  Peabody  to  pump  four  thousand 
acre-feet  (approximately  a billion  gallons)  of  water  a year  to  run  a coal 
slurry  line. 

The  Black  Mesa  Coal  Slurry  Pipeline 

The  dotted  line  on  the  map  that  extends  273  miles  from  Black  Mesa  to  the 
Mohave  Generating  Station  represents  this  slurry  line,  the  only  operating 
coal  slurry  line  in  the  United  States.  A slurry  line,  for  those  who  have 
never  seen  one,  operates  like  a giant  garbage  disposal,  grinding  huge  chunks 
of  coal  into  nugget-size  pieces  through  enormous  steel  blades,  mixing  them 
with  water,  then  sluicing  the  batter  through  a pipeline.  For  this 
operation,  Peabody  Coal  has  pumped  a billion  gallons  a year  for  almost 
thirty  years  from  the  Black  Mesa  aquifer,  the  sole  water  source  for  the  Hopi 
and  Navajo  peoples  of  the  region.  In  these  three  decades,  groundwater 
levels  have  dropped,  wells  and  springs  have  dried  up,  and  the  entire  ecology 
of  Black  Mesa  has  changed:  plants  have  failed  to  reseed  and  certain 
vegetation  has  died  out. 

"The  water  has  become  more  valuable  than  the  coal,"  exclaimed  Hopi  Marilyn 
Masayesva  at  the  government's  environmental  hearings.  "The  water  is 
priceless.  No  amount  of  compensation  can  replace  the  source  of  life  for  the 
Hopi  and  Navajo  people.  It  is  absolutely  immoral  and  irresponsible  for  the 
federal  government  to  support  a continuation  of  mining  activities."  Ms. 

Masayesva  was  one  of  hundreds  of  Hopi  and  Navajo  who  testified  in  1989 
about  the  negative  effects  of  mining  on  their  lands  and  against  the 
government's  extension  of  the  mining  permit.  Thousands  of  years  of  water 
had  been  used  up  in  a few  decades.  The  government's  environmental  impact 
report  concluded,  however,  that  water  "was  outside  the  scope  of  their  study" 
and  the  mining  continued. 

One  cold  March  day  in  1990,  I visited  the  office  of  Black  Mesa  Pipeline, 
Inc.  A dusting  of  snow  still  lay  on  the  ground.  In  the  distance,  a weak 
sun  illuminated  the  drag  lines  and  I glimpsed  cone-shaped  piles  of  coal 


waiting  to  be  fed  into  the  conveyer  belt.  Lowell  Hinkins,  the  operations 
manager,  assured  me  that  there  was  no  connection  between  the  Indian  wells 
going  dry  and  the  operations  of  the  slurry.  The  pipeline  wells  went  a 
thousand  feet  deeper  than  the  shallow  wells  of  the  Hopi  and  Navajo,  he  told 
me.  He  also  confirmed  that,  yes,  "Black  Mesa  is  the  only  operating  coal 
slurry  line  in  the  United  States.  The  others  are  being  built  in  China  and 
Russia."  I had  just  had  seen  a company  video  that  claimed  coal  was  bringing 
economic  prosperity  and  the  "finer  things  of  life"  to  the  Hopi  and  Navajo. 

But  it  is  hard  to  define  prosperity. 

The  effects  of  coal  slurry  pipelines  on  water  tables  are  known,  and  in 
all-white  communities  where  such  pipelines  have  been  proposed,  citizens  have 
had  enough  political  voice  to  defeat  them.  The  larger  truth  about  the  Black 
Mesa  pipeline  must  include  the  fact  that  it  was  built  in  part  as  an 
experiment- -to  test  and  improve  technology  primarily  intended  for  other 
countries,  like  China  and  Russia.  The  Bechtel  corporation  had  designed  the 
pipeline  in  conjunction  with  a new  design  for  an  electrical  generating 
station--the  Mohave  Generating  Station  of  Laughlin,  Nevada--which  was  also  a 
test  of  technology  for  dewatering  coal  slurry.  The  owners  of  the  new  plant 
were  Los  Angeles  Water  and  Power,  Southern  California  Edison,  Nevada  Power 
(Las  Vegas),  and  the  Salt  River  Project  (Phoenix) --all  members  of  the  energy 
consortium,  WEST.  In  terms  of  population  served  by  the  utilities,  their 
combined  political  power  represented  seven  state  governors,  fourteen 
senators,  and  at  least  forty-eight  congressmen. 

The  Mohave  Generating  Station 

When  the  Mohave  plant  was  completed,  Bechtel's  company  magazine  saluted  it 
as  "1.5  million  megawatts  for  the  West."  Twenty-eight  years  later  The  Los 
Angeles  Times  observed,  "The  Mohave  Generating  Station  is  the  biggest 
uncontrolled  source  of  sulfur  dioxide  in  the  Southwest--a  prime  contributor 
to  the  gaseous  haze  that  clouds  visibility  over  the  Grand  Canyon."  Bechtel, 
of  course,  is  famous  for  its  multibillion  dollar  projects,  and  for  shaping 
the  politics  and  technology  of  the  markets  in  which  it  does  business.  With 
forty  thousand  employees,  Bechtel  has  built  the  three  largest 
government-funded  projects  in  U.S.  history--the  Hoover  Dam,  the  Central 
Arizona  Project,  and  the  Central  Artery  Project  in  Boston. 

When  the  Mohave  plant  opened  in  1970,  it  raised  new  questions  of  strategic 
planning.  A second  plant,  the  Navajo  Generating  Station  near  Page,  also 
engineered  by  Bechtel,  was  due  to  go  on  line  in  1974.  The  two  plants 
combined  would  require  twelve  million  tons  of  coal  a year  for  at  least  fifty 
years.  Black  Mesa  would  become  home  to  the  largest  strip  mine  in  the  United 
States.  What  to  do  about  the  thousands  of  Navajos  who  lived  in  the  way  of 
the  mining? 

John  Boyden  was  up  to  the  challenge.  He  went  back  to  Congress  with  new 
legislation  to  divide  Black  Mesa  and  give  almost  a million  acres  to  the 
Hopi.  By  transferring  land  to  the  Hopi,  who  lived  far  away  from  the  strip 
mining,  Navajo  residents  would  become  trespassers  on  the  newly  designated 
Hopi  land,  and  the  cost  of  removing  them  would  be  borne  by  the  government. 

To  frame  the  issue  for  Congress,  Boyden  hired  a public  relations  firm  that 
created  a largely  fictional  range  war  between  the  cattle-ranching  Hopi  and 
the  sheepherding  Navajo. 

In  1974,  Congress,  somewhat  distracted  by  Watergate,  passed  Boyden ' s bill 
and  granted  the  Hopi  900,000  acres.  The  law  also  provided  for  the  physical 
removal  of  the  Navajo  (by  the  Indian  Relocation  Commission),  but  the 
problem,  of  course,  was  that  there  was  nowhere  for  the  Navajo  to  go. 

Congress  had  no  plans  for  alternative  lands,  no  provisions  for  housing  or 
health  care  or  social  services  to  acclimate  the  Navajo  to  an  urban 
environment.  Suicide  and  alcoholism  became  endemic  among  the  displaced 
Navajo,  but  by  the  1980s,  when  the  Navajo  and  their  supporters  came  to 
Congress  to  protest  their  situation,  they  had  a hard  time  finding 
listeners.  Peabody  Coal  had  a new  parent,  a private  holding  company  which 
included  Bechtel.  And  by  then,  Bechtel  was  entrenched  in  government: 
Bechtel's  former  president  George  Schultz  was  Secretary  of  State;  its  former 
legal  counsel,  Caspar  Weinberger,  was  Secretary  of  Defense;  and  former 
director  of  Bechtel  Nuclear,  Ken  Davis,  was  Assistant  Secretary  of  Energy. 


The  president  of  Peabody  Coal  served  on  Reagan's  Energy  Advisory  Board. 


The  Navajo  Generating  Station  at  Page 

While  the  Mohave  Generating  Station  is  a model  of  bad  technology  in  the 
service  of  terrible  land  use,  the  Navajo  Generating  Station,  at  the 
Arizona-Utah  border,  is  a case  study  of  a political  process  out  of  control. 
As  soon  as  the  Mohave  plant  was  completed,  Bechtel  moved  its  construction 
crews  to  the  tiny  town  of  Page,  Arizona,  overlooking  the  scenic  Glen  Canyon 
Dam,  to  begin  construction  ona  second  electrical  generating  station- -another 
giant  at  2,250  megawatts,  the  second  largest  utility  station  in  the  U.S. 
Somebody  named  it  the  Navajo  Generating  Station,  a name  rich  in  irony, 
since  fewer  than  half  of  Navajo  families  have  electricity. 

The  U.S.  government  was  the  single  largest  owner.  The  Department  of  the 
Interior  needed  the  electricity  to  run  a federal  water  project,  the  Central 
Arizona  Project  (see  map),  locally  known  as  CAP.  CAP  is  a concrete  highway 
for  water--infrastructure  that  lifts  the  waters  of  the  Colorado  River  over 
three  mountain  ranges  in  order  to  carry  it  to  Phoenix  and  Tucson.  This 
engineering  feat  involves  siphons,  tunnels,  dams,  reservoirs,  and  fifteen 
electrically  powered  pumping  stations.  "With  enough  money,  anything  is 
possible,"  an  engineer  told  me  when  I asked  about  the  economic  rationale  for 
growing  crops  by  means  of  the  most  expensive  subsidized  water  in  the  world. 
The  power  to  run  the  fifteen  pumping  stations  comes,  of  course,  from  Black 
Mesa  coal. 

The  political  issues  raised  by  the  Navajo  Generating  Station  are  unique. 
The  majority  owner  of  the  plant  is  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  in  the 
Department  of  the  Interior.  Within  the  same  interior  department  is  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  agency  legally  entrusted  with  safeguarding 
Indian  lands  and  resources.  Questions  immediately  arise:  How  can  the  U.S. 
government  exercise  its  trusteeship  responsibility  toward  Indians  when  one 
of  its  agencies  is  benefiting  directly  from  the  coal  leases  that  it 
encouraged  the  Indians  to  sign,  negotiated  by  lawyers  that  it  had  appointed? 
Did  the  BIA  exercise  its  fiduciary  responsibility  in  negotiating  the  leases 
on  Black  Mesa?  Who  reviews  conflicts  of  interest  within  the  government? 

In  an  era  of  transnational  corporations  operating  all  over  the  globe,  the 
methods  of  separating  indigenous  peoples  from  their  lands  and  natural 
resources  have  outstripped  the  capacity  of  any  agency  or  nongovernmental 
organization  to  monitor  or  regulate.  In  what  forum  can  we  debate  and 
redirect  such  dealings,  which  have  such  profound  effects  on  life  itself? 

The  line  on  the  map  that  runs  from  Lake  Havasu  south  to  Tucson  represent 
335  miles  of  the  most  expensive  water  in  the  world.  Phoenix  and  Tucson  are 
located  in  the  Sonoran  desert,  the  hottest  desert  in  North  America,  and  the 
day  I toured  the  control  room  of  the  Central  Arizona  Project,  in  August 
1991,  was  a typical  summer  Phoenix  day--113  degrees  in  the  shade.  I chatted 
with  the  operations  manager,  a retired  Navy  man  who  told  me  how  they  had 
built  special  bridges  for  wildlife  crossings,  fenced  the  aqueduct  so  that 
animals  wouldn't  drown,  and  implemented  other  engineering  feats  of 
environmental  sensitivity.  Looking  at  the  pulsing  computer  screens  and  the 
operators  who,  with  a few  key  strokes,  could  release  millions  of  gallons  of 
water  from  the  Colorado  River  into  grapefruit  orchards  and  cotton  fields 
hundreds  of  miles  away,  I wondered  if  it  wouldn't  be  more  sensible  to  farm 
in  regions  with  a better  water  supply--like  rain. 

The  Line  That  Isn't  There 

The  line  that  isn't  on  the  map  is  formed  by  a barbed  wire  fence:  the  new 
boundary  of  the  Hopi  reservation  follows  no  known  topographical  feature. 
Shaped  a bit  like  a thumb,  it  was  drawn  by  3ohn  Boyden  in  1974,  the  same 
year  that  the  Navajo  Generating  Station  came  on  line  and  the  same  year  that 
his  little-noticed  bill  passed  Congress. 

The  Hopi  Land  Settlement  Act  divided  Chester  Arthur's  1882  reservation 
between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo.  Boyden  drew  the  line  so  that  it  gave 
approximately  nine  hundred  thousand  acres  to  the  Hopi,  who  did  not  live  over 
the  coal,  and  relocated,  at  taxpayer  expense,  the  twelve  thousand  Navajos 
(and  sixty  Hopi)  who  did.  The  Hopi  Land  Settlement  Act  also  renamed  the 
newly  delineated  land  as  the  Hopi  Navajo  Joint  Use  Area,  Hopi  Partition 
Land,  and  Navajo  Partition  Land.  The  final  version  was  introduced  by  Utah 


Congressman  Wayne  Owens  (who,  when  defeated  in  reelection,  became  a partner 
in  Boyden's  law  firm). 

In  Los  Angeles , air  conditioners  hummed.  Las  Vegas  embarked  on  an  enormous 
building  spree  to  make  gambling  a family  vacation.  Phoenix  and  Tucson 
metastasized  out  into  the  desert- -building  golf  courses  and  vast  retirement 
developments  with  swimming  pools  and  fountains.  Few  realize  that  much  of 
the  energy  that  makes  the  desert  "bloom"  comes  from  the  Black  Mesa  strip 
mines  on  an  Indian  reservation.  Even  fewer  know  the  true  costs  of  such 
development . 

The  Syncline  and  Roberta  Blackgoat 

Over  thousands  of  years  the  Black  Mesa  coal  field  was  subjected  to  tectonic 
pressures  and  extrusions  of  molten  rock  hundreds  of  feet  below  the  surface 
that  caused  the  coal  bed  to  fold  and  curve.  Geologists  call  the  curvature 
that  comes  close  to  the  surface  a syncline.  (On  the  map,  a syncline  is 
indicated  by  a wavy  line  with  a slash  through  it.) 

Roberta  Blackgoat  lives  over  a syncline.  A Navajo  who  has  lived  on  Black 
Mesa  all  her  life,  Roberta's  cosmology  tells  her  that  she  is  inseparable 
from  the  land  that  surrounds  her.  When  each  of  her  children  was  born  she 
buried  his  or  her  umbilical  cord  in  her  sheep  corral  to  connect  them  to  the 
land  from  which  they  come  and  the  sheep  who  support  them.  (With  sheep,  the 
older  Navajos  say,  "you've  always  got  food  on  the  table  and  clothes  on  your 
back.")  When  I visited  her  in  February  of  1991  I asked  about  the  new 
boundary  line  and  her  view  of  the  forces  that  dictated  her  relocation  from 
land  her  family  had  lived  on  since  the  1860s. 

"The  coal,"  she  answered  with  a shrug.  She  was  sitting  at  her  loom  in  the 
back  of  her  hogan  weaving.  I sat  on  a sheepskin  spread  over  a dirt  floor.  I 
had  placed  my  tape  recorder  next  to  her  loom.  As  we  talked  she  repeatedly 
referred  to  the  altar.  Finally  I asked.  But  where  is  the  altar? 

Flere.  Flere,  she  answered  impatiently.  Eventually  I understood  that  the 
altar  was  the  spot  where  she  was  sitting,  the  hogan  itself. 

When  I looked  at  the  frame,  I saw  large  logs,  all  placed  in  the  direction 

they  grew  and  in  relationship  to  the  sacred  mountains  of  Dinetah,  the  land 
of  the  Navajo.  A hogan,  Roberta  explained,  is  sung  into  place.  Is  there 
also  a carpenter?  I wanted  to  know.  She  shook  her  head.  No  carpenter. 

Songs.  A ceremony  brings  a hogan  into  being.  As  we  talked,  I began  to 
understand  that  a hogan  replicates  the  Navajo  universe  in  miniature,  and 
that  all  human  activity  is  directed  towards  remaining  in  balance  with  the 
earth  and  universal  forces.  Many  Navajo  people  who  move  into  the  city  often 
build  a hogan  in  their  backyards  as  a place  to  reestablish  spiritual 
connection  with  the  earth  and  to  bring  their  lives  into  balance. 

Roberta,  whose  grandmotherly  appearance  belies  her  forceful,  astute 
leadership  of  the  Big  Mountain  resistance,  described  to  me  a paradigm  in 
which  the  earth  is  a sacred  and  living  organism,  in  which  human  beings  and 

the  earth  exist  in  a reciprocal  relationship.  This  reciprocity  is  the 

foundation  for  her  life.  We  are  the  people  of  the  earth's  surface,  she  told 
me,  and  no  more  important  than  the  winged  creatures  or  four-legged  beings. 

The  day  before,  as  we  rode  to  Kearns  Canyon,  she  tried  to  translate  this 
concept  into  Anglo  terms.  The  church  is  everywhere,  she  said. 

Land  is  the  repository  for  religion,  economics,  sociology,  history,  science. 

And  that  is  why  she  couldn't  leave  her  land.  And  what  about  the  coal,  I 
asked,  in  the  hogan.  The  shuttle  stopped.  Roberta  spoke  very  clearly.  "The 
coal  is  the  liver  of  the  earth,"  she  said.  "When  you  take  it  out,  she 
dies . " 

It  was  my  turn  to  sit  in  silence.  Separated  by  only  five  feet  of  space, 
we  were  occupying  two  different  models  of  reality.  I had  been  taught  that 
land  was  a kind  of  primal  flooring  for  human  beings,  of  value  only  when 
prodded  into  productive  use.  Roberta  was  describing  the  earth  as  the  living 
host  for  all  life.  She  was  talking  about  earth's  sustaining  properties  in  a 
way  that  we,  educated  in  the  world  of  Western  science,  have  only  recently 
begun  to  call  the  biosphere. 

How  does  one  calculate  the  true  costs  of  extinguishing  such  a complex 
culture? 


True  Costs  and  New  Stories 

Divide  and  conquer  has  a long  history  in  America  as  a technique  of  removing 
Indians  from  their  lands,  a situation  that  is  being  replicated  by 
transnational  corporations  throughout  the  world.  As  former  United  Nations 
Secretary  General  Boutros  Boutros  Ghali  observed  about  the  struggles  of 
indigenous  peoples,  "Cultures  which  do  not  have  powerful  media  are 
threatened  with  extinction.  The  instruments  of  mass  communication  remain  in 
the  service  of  a handful."  Over  the  past  twenty-five  years  over  twelve 
thousand  Americans  have  been  removed  from  their  lands.  Over  a billion 
dollars  of  taxpayers'  money  has  been  spent  to  accomplish  this  human  rights 
abuse . 

Yet  this  story  has  never  made  it  onto  the  six  o'clock  news. 

Today's  news  must  be  presented  simply,  and  dramatically--with  plot, 
character,  scene,  motivation.  A complex  story  that  blends  economics, 
politics,  anthropology,  history  is  hard  to  tell  in  our  free  press.  And  a 
story  that  examines  fundamental  corporate  activities  is  hard  to  tell  in  a 
corporate-owned  media.  As  recently  as  1996,  The  New  York  Times  called  the 
struggle  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  "a  centuries-old  tribal  dispute."  In 
April  1997,  The  Boston  Globe  devoted  thirty-three  column  inches  to  a story 
on  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  boundary  issue  without  once  mentioning  the  word 
"coal"  or  stating  that  the  largest  strip  mine  in  the  United  States  operated 
on  those  same  lands.  In  February  1998,  The  Los  Angeles  Times  presented  a 
new  spin:  it  is  better  to  keep  polluting  than  to  deprive  the  Indian  tribes 
of  their  coal  royalty  checks.  Cleaning  up  the  Mohave  plant  (actually  it  is 
the  Navajo  plant  that  is  the  prime  polluter)  "pits  the  interests  of  the 
environment  against  the  economic  needs  of  some  of  the  nation's  poorest 
citizens--the  Native  Americans  of  the  Southwest."  The  implications  of  that 
debate,  as  the  Los  Angeles  Department  of  Water  and  Power  general  manager 
told  us,  provide  "a  sneak  preview  of  the  dilemmas  to  come  as  we  try  to 
grapple  with  the  implications  of  global  warming  and  air  pollution  in 
developing  nations  that  depend  on  the  energy  industry." 

Hopefully,  that  false  syllogism  will  be  refuted  when  the  real  story  of  how 
the  Mohave  plant  was  developed  finds  a public.  To  date,  the  news  of  events 
at  Black  Mesa  has  been  shaped  into  the  preferred  narratives  of  corporate 
America- -stories  of  corporate  might  grappling  with  economic  progress, 
technological  innovation,  entrepreneurial  capitalism,  the  settling  of  the 
American  West,  making  the  desert  bloom.  In  the  age  of  global  capitalism  in 
which  corporations  have  bought  the  media,  it  is  not  surprising  we  see  few 
stories  about  effective  political  resistance,  Journalists  look  for  a 
smoking  gun  in  the  corporate  energy  development  on  Black  Mesa  and,  finding 
none,  abandon  the  story.  It  is  difficult  to  tell  a story  of  legal  theft,  a 
story  in  which  corporations  have  the  political  power  to  pass  laws.  But  as 
the  Navajo  and  Hopi  have  tried  to  explain.  Black  Mesa,  once  destroyed,  will 
not  come  back.  And  we  are  all  impoverished  by  the  forces  operating  at  Black 
Mesa,  which  degrade  both  culture  and  nature,  and  offer  us  instead  a 
pseudo-reality--a  version  of  events  that  prevents  clear  analysis  and 
creative  thinking.  We  need  new  tools,  new  narratives,  new 
stories- -including  stories  about  an  economics  that  involves  morality,  an 
economics  that  helps  us  create  the  world  we  want  to  inhabit. 

A year  ago  a delegation  of  Hopis  and  Navajos  traveled  from  Arizona  to  the 
London  stockholders  meeting  of  Hanson's  Ltd.  (which  had  purchased  Peabody 
in  1991)  to  protest  the  company's  role  in  the  devastation  of  Black  Mesa 
lands  and  water.  Lord  Hanson  called  his  security  guards  to  throw  the 
visitors  out,  but  not  before  The  Daily  Telegraph  reported  their  presence  and 
took  a photograph  of  Roberta  Blackgoat  offering  a prayer.  The  prayer,  she 
said,  was  crucial. 

Judith  Nies  is  the  author  of  Seven  Women:  Portraits  from  the  American 
Radical  Tradition  (Viking  1977)  and  Native  American  History  (Ballantine 
1997) . She  is  a former  congressional  speechwriter  and  assistant  secretary 
of  environmental  affairs  for  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  She  writes  on 
environment  and  politics. 

If  you'd  like  to  order  these  (and  other)  books,  please  visit  The  Orion 
Society  Bookstore. 


This  essay  was  published  in  the  Summer  1998  issue  of  Orion.  To  order  a copy 
of  this  issue,  please  visit  The  Orion  Society  Marketplace,  call  (413) 
528-4422,  write  The  Orion  Society,  195  Main  Street,  Great  Barrington,  MA 
01230,  or  e-mail  us  at  orion@orionsociety .org. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Chiapas  School  Volunteers  Successful" 

Date:  8/21/98  3:34:33  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  mexicopeace@igc.org  (Mexicopeace) 

Sub j : Chiapas  School  Volunteers  Successful! 

UUCP  email 

For  Immediate  Release  - Friday,  Aug.  21,  1998 

* School  construction  volunteers  safely  leave  Oventic,  Chiapas 

* Participant  interviews  @ 1 pm  - Sat.,  Aug.  22  and  Mon.,  Aug.  24. 

* Oventic  school  set  to  open  this  fall;  volunteers  will  return. 

High  in  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  southeast,  a bus  loaded  with  "tourists 
of  conscience"  passed  federal  military  checkpoints  without  incident  early 
this  morning  after  spending  two  weeks  at  the  controversial  school 
construction  site  in  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II,  Chiapas,  MEXICO. 

Mexican  and  international  volunteers  report  rapid  progress  on  the 
construction  of  the  first  autonomous,  indigenous  junior  high  school  in  the 
southeastern  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas.  Despite  daily  overflights  by 
military  helicopters  and  aircraft;  despite  the  detention,  deportation,  and 
expulsion  of  the  project's  international  director;  and  despite  encirclement 
by  government  sponsored  paramilitary  units;  the  dream  of  education  for 
Indian  youth  has  proved  very  difficult  to  extinguish.  The  indigenous 
rebels  insist  that  their  school  will  open  this  fall! 

"We  passed  the  military  checkpoint  at  San  Andres  where  Peter  Brown  was 
snatched  last  month  at  about  9:00  in  the  morning,"  telephoned  a school 
construction  participant.  "It's  a long  ride  to  Mexico  City,  but  we  do  not 
expect  any  problems  and  the  school's  really  almost  ready  to  open!" 

Tensions  were  high  when  the  group  entered  Chiapas  two  weeks  ago  to 
continue  a two  year  cultural  and  educational  exchange  effort;  however  the 
group's  non-provocative  public  stance  favoring  indigenous  education  seems 
to  have  successfully  diffused  some  tension. 

"Our  primary  concern  is  for  the  physical  safety  of  the  indigenous  and 
non-indigenous  Mexican  students,  teachers,  and  families  who  are  working  so 
hard  to  open  the  school  at  Oventic,"  commented  project  director  Peter  Brown 
whose  Mexican  lawyers  are  preparing  a court  challenge  to  his  deportation. 

"We  hope  that  concerned  individuals  will  return  with  us  to  Chiapas  the 
first  week  of  October  and  continue  their  generous  financial  support  of  the 
school  construction  effort." 

Saturday,  Aug.  22,  1998  is  the  eight  month  anniversary  of  the  massacre  of 
45  Maya  peasants  at  Acteal,  a small  Chiapas  community  near  the  Oventic 
school  site.  At  1 pm  that  day  participants  in  the  school  construction 
effort  will  hold  their  monthly  vigil  in  front  of  San  Diego's  Mexican 
consulate  to  commemorate  the  massacre  and  welcome  home  the  first  volunteers 
from  the  most  recent  school  construction  effort.  Other  volunteers  will 
return  to  San  Diego  Monday  , Aug.  24  and  will  meet  supporters  at  1 pm  in 
front  of  the  Continental  Airlines  baggage  claim. 

For  additional  information: 

Peter  Brown  (619)  206-8162 


Leticia  Himenez  / Robert  Herr  (619)  233-4114 
Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams  / San  Diegans  for  Peace  in  Mexico 
c/o  Craftsman's  Hall  AFL-CIO,  3909  Centre  Street , San  Diego,  CA  92103 
(619)  232-2841  FAX  (619)  232-0500  <mexicopeace@igc . org> 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

SUPPORT  THE  SCHOOL  AT  OVENTIC  BY  SIGNING  AND  RETURNING  THE  FOLLOWING 
STATEMENT: 

Together  we  say,  let  the  children  learn  and  let  the  teachers  teach  in 
Oventic,  Chiapas,  MEXICO! 

We,  the  undersigned,  support  the  peaceful  efforts  of  the  indigenous 
communities  of  Chiapas,  MEXICO  to  construct  their  first,  autonomous  junior 
high  school  and  urge  the  Mexican  government  to  respect  the  school  at 
Oventic . 

In  addition,  we  seek  firm  guarantees  for  the  safety  of  all  the  indigenous 
and  non-indigenous  teachers,  students  and  families  working  to  open  the 
school  at  Oventic  this  fall.  Finally,  we  denounce  the  harsh  detention  and 
deportation  of  San  Diego  public  school  teacher  Peter  Brown  who  is  permanently 
expelled  from  Mexico  for  the  crime  of  building  a school  at  Oventic, 

Chiapas,  MEXICO. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To  express  your  support  send  your  name,  address,  ZIP,  country,  phone,  and 
email  address(s)  to: 

<mexicopeace@igc .org> 

or  to . . . 

Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams  / San  Diegans  for  Peace  in  Mexico 

c/o  Craftsman's  Hall  AFL-CIO 

3909  Centre  Street 

San  Diego,  CA  92103 

(619)  232-2841  FAX  (619)  232-0500 

<mexicopeace@igc .org>  http://www.igc.org/mexicopeace/ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A.  To  receive  updates  about  the  junior  high  school  at  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II  at  the  rate  of  two  three  messages  every  month,  please 
send  the  following  message  to  mexicopeace@igc.apc.org: 

subscribe  maya  penpals  <your  address> 

B.  To  receive  update  about  the  junior  high  school  at  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II  about  once  a month,  please  send  the  following  message  to 
mexicopeace@igc.apc.org: 

subscribe  mexicopeace  <your  address> 

C.  If  you  do  now  wish  to  receive  information  about  schools  in  Chiapas, 
please  send  the  following  message  to  mexicopeace@igc.apc.org: 

unsubscribe  mexicopeace  <your  address> 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams 

Chanobjunetik  ta  Chiapas  Dkoltavanejetik  ta  Smeltzanel 
Equipos  de  construccion  para  escuelas  en  Chiapas 

Craftsmen's  Hall  AFL-CIO 
3909  Centre  Street 
San  Diego,  CA  92103 

(619)  232-2841  FAX  (619)  232-0500 

<mexicopeace@igc . ape .org>  http://www.igc.org/mexicopeace 


Subj : A Tragedy 

Date:  8/21/98  11:06:10  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  <A  HREF="mailto: Anoniw">Anoniw</A> 

PLEASE  HAVE  THIS  IN  YOUR  NEWS  AND  ASK  THAT  ANY  ONE  THAT  HAS  INFORMATION  ON 
ANY  THING  LIKE  THIS  HAPPENING  IN  THERE  AREA.  PLEASE  GET  HOLD  OF  THERE  NEWS 
PAPER  AND  GET  A COPY  MAILED  TO  ME. 

I have  a long  hard  fight  ahead.  Getting  a law  changed  it  going  to  take  all 
the  help  I can  get. 

As  you  may  possibly  be  aware,  three  children  died  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
August  9th,  when  vertical  wall  of  a clay  pit  in  Santa  Rosa  County  Florida, 
collapsed  on  them  as  they  sought  shelter  from  a thunderstorm. 

I have  lived  across  the  road  from  this  clay  pit  for  approximately  twelve 
years  and  am  well  aware  that  this  area  is  a magnet  to  children. 

The  following  day  in  the  Pensacola  News-lournal , the  owner  of  the  clay 
pit  stated  that  he  had  never  received  any  complaints  of  children  playing 
in  the  pit.  Surely  he  must  be  aware  that  there  is  not  much  damage  that 
children  can  do  to  a clay  pit  and  that  if  there  was,  he  would  be  the  one 
filing  the  complaint. 

Although  there  was  a gate  installed  on  the  access  drive  several  years 
ago,  it  was  a flimsy  pasture  gate  and  an  individual  who  was  determined  to 
gain  access,  simply  pushed  it  over  with  his  vehicle.  The  gate  was  bent 
back  into  shape  and  closed  again.... and  again,  not  two  weeks  later, 
someone  simply  drove  right  through  it.  Since  then,  there  has  been  no 
attempt  made  to  repair  or  replace  it.  Other  than  that  gate,  there  is 
nothing  else  to  restrict  entry  into  an  area  that  encompasses  approximately 
fifteen  to  twenty  acres. 

Also;  prior  to  hunting  season,  there  are  many  hunters  who  utilize  this 
site  to  sight  in  their  rifles  and  for  target  practice.  The  pit  has 
expanded  so  much  in  the  past  several  years  that  there  is  limited 
visibility  in  certain  areas  of  it  and  sooner  or  later  this  combination  of 
children  and  people  with  firearms  is  going  to  result  in  another  tragedy. 

I am  asking  to  either  fill  in  this  clay  pit  or  place  fencing  and 
postings  stating  the  hazards  of  unauthorized  entry  and  also  enacting  a law 
that  would  apply  the  same  rules  to  all  other  pits  and  retention  ponds  in 
our  county. 

I have  found  an  OSHA  safety  code  regarding  safe  "Practices  for 
Excavation"  that  states:  "The  face  of  an  excavation  may  be  cut  to  a safe 
slope  as  an  alternative  to  shoring.  Sloping  the  face  may  be  a safe  and 
cheaper  alternative  if  there  is  sufficient  space  at  the  site."  It  goes  on 
to  state:  "A  slope  is  safe  when  the  material  is  stable.  That  is  to  say, 
the  slope  does  not  flatten  when  left  for  a considerable  period,  there  is 
no  movement  of  material  down  the  slope,  and  the  toe  of  the  slope  remains 
in  the  same  place." 

This  is  not  the  case  at  the  American  Farms  clay  pit  site  that  took  three 
young  lives.  The  wall  where  we  dug  Mallory,  Jessica,  and  Jillian  out  was 
approximately  20  feet  high  and  there  was  to  sloping  at  all.  This  was  a 

vertical  wall  with  an  overhang  and  not  just  at  the  vicinity  of  the 

accident,  but  over  half  the  pit  is  structured  in  the  same  manner.  It  was 
estimated  that  the  girls  were  covered  by  ton  of  clay  however,  an  article 
on  soil  mechanics  published  by  Ohio  State  University  Extension  Service 
states  that  "a  cubic  yard  of  soil,  which  contains  27  cubic  feet  of 
material,  may  weigh  nearly  two  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds.  That  is 
nearly  one  and  half  tons  (the  equivalent  weight  of  a car)  in  a space  less 
than  the  size  of  the  average  office  desk.  Furthermore,  wet  soil  (as  was 
the  case  here)  is  usually  heavier.  The  human  body  cannot  support  such 
heavy  loads  without  being  injured."  Let  me  say  that  I saw  enough  "office 
desks"  collapsed  into  this  pit  to  equivocate  much  more  than  a ton. 

Upon  request,  I can  provide  you  with  the  entire  publication  from  Ohio 

State  University  regarding  safety  principles  for  trenching  and  excavation 
in  addition  to  planning  keys  to  avoid  cave-ins  by  Jeffrey  I.  Lew,  P.E. 
Purdue  University  and  Dr.  Louis  1 Thompson,  P.E.  of  Texas  A&M  University. 

I can  also  provide  you  with  a copy  of  "Trench  Cave-Ins:  A Preventable 
Hazard"  published  by  the  Roberts  and  Roberts  Law  Firm  of  Tyler,  Texas  and 
a listing  of  many  cave-in  deaths  that  have  occurred  nationally  for  the 


last  three  years.  This  listing  is  of  workers  only evidently  there  is 

no  documentation  that  includes  non-employees  and  children. 

I have  heard  from  some  people  concerning  the  parent's  responsibility  in 
this  matter  and  all  I can  say  to  their  remarks  is  that  people  cannot  know 
where  their  children  are  or  who  they  are  with  every  minute  of  every  day. 

They  may  tell  you  that  they  are  going  next  door  to  play  and  when  you  go  to 
check  on  them,  they  have  gone  down  the  road  to  play  at  someone  else's 
house.  As  any  parent  can  tell  you,  once  they  reach  a certain  age,  it's 
difficult  to  keep  track  of  them  even  in  your  own  back  yard.  While  I grant 
you  that  these  children  should  have  not  been  in  the  clay  pit,  perhaps 
fencing  and  posting  may  have  given  them  second  thoughts  about  entering  the 
area . 

I have  also  heard  of  others  questioning  my  own  motivations  concerning 
this  accident.  Let  me  assure  you  that  I am  seeking  no  personal  publicity. 
Aside  from  the  trauma  of  attempting  to  help  rescue  the  children  of  my  next 
door  neighbor,  I have  two  grandsons,  ages  4 years  and  4 months  who  live  no 
more  than  fifty  feet  across  the  road  from  this  area. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  in  a neighboring  county  (Escambia),  there  is 
an  ordinance  that  requires  owners  of  clay  pits  and  other  "depressions" 
which  present  a danger  to  children,  to  be  enclosed  by  a fence  of  a minimum 
of  4 feet  high.  I believe  that  Santa  Rosa  County  could  enact  a similar, 
if  not  more  stringent  ordinance  without  affecting  the  private  property 
rights  of  homeowners.  I have  spoken  with  the  Santa  Rosa  County  Attorney, 

Tom  Dannheiser  and  he  has  told  me  that  there  are  no  current  laws 
regulating  clay  pit  safety  in  our  county  and  that  includes  OSHA 
regulations . 

We  can  do  nothing  to  bring  the  three  children  back,  but  we  can  prevent 
anything  like  this  from  ever  happening  again.  State  and  National  laws 
need  to  be  made.  Perhaps  a start  in  Santa  Rosa  County  would  be  followed 
nation-wide . 

Thank  you 
Anoniw@aol . com 

"RE : Lack  of  Will  to  Resolve  Conflict"  

Date:  Sat,  22  Aug  1998  09:13:27  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiLlsdinvnohii.net> 

Sub j : Fw:  Lack  of  will  by  Government  and  EZLN  to  resolve  Conflict 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Date:  Fri,  21  Aug  1998 

Sub j : Lack  of  will  by  Government  and  EZLN  to  resolve  Conflict 

Translated  from  an  article  by  lose  Gil  Olmos  in  La  Jornada,  19  August  1998. 
LACK  OF  WILL  BY  GOVERNMENT  AND  EZLN  TO  RESOLVE  CONFLICT 

The  federal  government  has  lacked  political  will  to  resolve  the  conflict  in 
Chiapas,  the  Arturo  Rosenblueth  Foundation  indicated  on  presenting  the 
findings  of  an  opinion  poll.  It  also  added  that  the  Executive  has  carried 
out  antidemocratic  activities  and  repression,  especially  the  massacre  at 
Acteal,  with  the  same  kind  of  responsibility  as  "Gustavo  Diaz  Ordaz  for  the 
bloody  actions  of  1968." 

Carried  out  in  23  states  and  amongst  4,854  people,  the  poll  shows  that  56 
percent  are  in  agreement  with  the  withdrawal  of  the  army  from  the 
communities  and  32  percent  for  it  remaining.  In  addition,  70  percent 
disagree  that  the  government's  actions  have  improved  the  living  conditions 
of  the  indigenous;  50  percent  said  that  the  government  has  not  respected 
the  San  Andres  Accords  and  57  percent  maintained  that  it  is  not  working  in 
order  to  reach  peace. 

As  far  as  the  EZLN's  efforts  to  achieve  peace,  49  percent  said  that  they 
had  not  tried  their  hardest  while  41  percent  said  that  they  had.  Forty  one 
percent  also  considered  that  they  were  a danger  for  national  peace. 

Having  presented  the  results  of  the  consultation  carried  out  over  the  last 
two  weeks,  Enrique  Calderon  Alzati,  the  foundation's  spokesman,  said  that 


the  poll  is  an  alarm  call  for  the  government  and  the  Zapatistas  about  their 
attitude  regarding  the  peace  process  in  Chiapas,  data  that  should  be 
considered  with  prudence  so  that  it  can  be  studied  and  backed  up. 

He  said  that  the  foundation  was  not  seeking  to  be  in  with  any  one  side 
in  the  conflict,  but  only  sought  to  promote  public  opinion  about  it, 
especially  in  the  light  of  the  propaganda  campaign  being  carried  out  by  the 
government . 

The  poll  indicated  that  86  percent  thought  that  the  indigenous  were  the 
poorest  social  group  in  the  country  and  73  percent  considered  the  armed 
uprising  to  be  justified. 

As  for  the  EZLN,  their  struggle  for  the  well-being  of  the  indigenous  was 
recognized,  and  although  49  percent  said  that  they  had  not  tried  their 
hardest  in  the  peace  process,  "the  society  considers  them  to  be  protectors 
of  the  indigenous."  In  this  way,  44  percent  recognize  them  as 
representative  of  indigenous  groups,  and  47  percent  see  them  as  a risk  to 
peace  in  the  country. 


Global  Exchange 
2017  Mission  St.,  Rm.  303 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Phone:  415.255.7296  Fax:  415.255.7498 
http://www.globalexchange.org 


To  unsubscribe  from  this  mailing  list  send  mail  to 
gx-mexiconews-action-request@globalexchange.org 
with  the  word  "unsubscribe"  in  the  body. 

"RE ; UAINE  Update"  

Date:  Sun,  23  Aug  1998  18:14:26  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  <uainel9@idt . net> 

Sub j : UAINE  Update  8/23/98 

UUCP  email 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England 
Update  8/23/98 
ACTION  UPDATE: 

1.  SUPPORT  NATIVE  AMERICANS,  BOYCOTT  PLYMOUTH:  The  campaign  to  boycott 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts  has  been  extremely  successful!  We  thank  everyone 
who  has  stayed  away  from  Plymouth,  and  we  need  you  to  keep  up  the  good  work 
and  continue  to  spread  the  word! 

In  recent  weeks,  supporters  of  the  Plymouth  25  have  gone  to  the  primary 
tourist  area  in  Plymouth  and  distributed  thousands  of  leaflets  whose 
headlines  read,  "Support  Native  Americans  - Boycott  Plymouth!"  The 
leaflets  provide  information  about  the  case  of  the  Plymouth  25  and  about 
the  police  brutality  that  occurred  in  Plymouth  last  November.  These  visits 
to  Plymouth  will  continue  into  the  fall  and  increase  in  number. 

The  "Plymouth  25"  are  the  group  of  Native  people  and  their  supporters  who 
were  arrested  in  Plymouth,  Mass,  at  National  Day  of  Mourning  in  November 
1997.  On  that  day,  a peaceful  protest  led  by  United  American  Indians  of 
New  England  was  attacked  by  a massive  police  force  which  pepper-sprayed  and 
assaulted  the  protesters.  The  charges  against  the  Plymouth  25  range  from 
unlawful  assembly  to  assault  and  battery  on  a police  officer. 

The  ongoing  call  for  a boycott  of  Plymouth  tourism  has  without  question 
hurt  local  businesses.  This  has  even  been  reported  in  the  local  newspapers, 
with  some  reports  that  business  has  been  down  15%  from  last  summer. 
Supporters  who  have  been  leafletting  in  Plymouth  report  that  many  business 
owners  have  been  pleading  for  an  end  to  the  boycott.  Steve  Gillis,  one  of 
the  Plymouth  25  and  an  organizer  of  the  leafletting  in  Plymouth,  said  that, 
"When  the  business  owners  do  that,  we  tell  them  that  'The  boycott  will  end 
when  the  charges  against  the  Plymouth  25  are  dropped!'  and  suggest  that 
they  should  be  doing  everything  possible  to  make  that  happen." 

2.  NATIONAL  CALL-IN/FAX-IN  DAY  --  MONDAY,  AUGUST  31 

The  International  Action  Center  in  New  York,  after  consulting  with  us,  has 


called  for  a national  call-in/fax-in  day  in  support  of  the  Plymouth  25  on 
Monday,  August  31.  Please  join  in! 

The  targets  will  be 

Plymouth  County  District  Attorney  Michael  Sullivan 
Phone:  (508)  584-8120 

Fax:  (508)  586-3578 

and  Destination  Plymouth  (tourism  bureau) 

Phone:  (800)  872-1620 
Fax:  (508)  747-7535 

3.  Letters  still  needed!  We  are  continuing  to  ask  that  letters  of  support 
be  sent  to  Plymouth  District  Attorney  Michael  Sullivan,  demanding  that  the 
charges  against  us  be  dropped.  For  your  convenience,  a model  letter  can  be 
found  at  the  bottom  of  this  e-mail  message.  If  you  have  petitions  or  are 
still  gathering  petition  signatures,  we  are  still  happy  to  get  those,  too! 

Hundreds  of  letters  of  support  for  the  Plymouth  25  are  pouring  in  from  all 
over  the  country.  Letters  have  come  in  from  prominent  individuals  such  as 
former  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark  and  Detroit  Bishop  Thomas  3. 

Gumbleton,  from  dozens  of  trade  union  organizations  including  the  national 
AFL-CIO,  from  Native  organizations  and  community  organizations  and  lesbian 
& gay  groups  and  church/religious  organizations.  The  Cambridge  (Mass.) 

City  Council  recently  passed  a resolution  supporting  the  Plymouth  25  and 
demanding  that  the  charges  against  them  be  dropped. 

LEGAL  UPDATE:  Meanwhile,  back  in  court,  the  Plymouth  25  defendants  continue 
to  face  injustice. 

Since  the  case  began  last  year,  the  defendants  have  been  before  three 
different  judges.  Each  judge  has  rubber-stamped  the  prosecution's  motions 
and  denied  the  defense's  motions.  Recently,  one  judge  approved  the 
prosecution's  motion  to  sever  the  case  of  the  Plymouth  25  into  five 
different  cases  for  trial.  Defense  lawyers  had  argued  that  this  would  put 
the  defendants  at  a severe  disadvantage. 

The  first  trial  has  now  been  scheduled  for  October  19.  The  initial  set  of 
defendants  scheduled  to  stand  trial  are  UAINE  co-leaders  Moonanum  lames  and 
Mahtowin  Munro  and  Boston  labor  activist  Stevan  Kirschbaum. 

In  the  last  court  appearance  on  Duly  28,  one  of  the  defense  lawyers,  Dave 
Nathanson,  presented  a motion  that  the  charges  be  dropped  on  the  grounds 
that  Plymouth  has  no  jurisdiction. 

Nathanson  carefully  researched  all  available  colonial  era  records,  and 
could  find  no  evidence  that  the  English  settlers  in  Plymouth  ever  purchased 
land  or  signed  a treaty  with  the  Wampanoag  Confederacy  to  purchase  land. 

The  "pilgrims"  arrived  in  Plymouth,  stole  the  land  that  was  the  Wampanoag 
village  of  Patuxet,  and  then  kept  on  stealing  more  and  more.  Nathanson 
said,  "This  is  still  sovereign  Wampanoag  land.  Plymouth  has  no  right  to 
prosecute  Native  people  or  anyone  else!"  When  Nathanson  finished 
presenting  this  motion,  the  UAINE  supporters  who  were  in  court  burst  into 
sustained  applause.  That  motion  was  hastily  denied  by  the  judge,  lest 
there  be  any  cloud  over  the  rights  of  property-owners  in  Plymouth.  Another 
defense  motion  to  dismiss  the  charges  of  unlawful  assembly  was  also  denied 
by  the  judge. 

NATIONAL  DAY  OF  MOURNING  1998  We  will  be  sending  out  detailed  information 
about  the  1998  National  Day  of  Mourning  in  the  fall.  In  the  meantime... 
November  26,  1998 
12  Noon 

Plymouth,  Mass. 

National  Day  of  Mourning 
Be  There! 


Sample  letter] 


Via  Facsimile  (508-586-3578) 


[your  name  & address] 
, 1998 


Michael  D.  Sullivan 


Plymouth  County  District  Attorney 
32  Belmont  Street 
P.0.  Box  1665 
Plymouth,  MA  02403 

I am  aware  of  the  police  assault  on  Native  Americans  and  their  supporters 
in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts  on  November  27,  1997,  U.S.  Thanksgiving  day. 

On  that  day,  hundreds  of  Native  Americans  and  their  supporters  gathered  in 
Plymouth,  Mass,  to  observe  the  28th  National  Day  of  Mourning,  organized  by 
United  American  Indians  of  New  England.  Their  peaceful  march  was  ambushed 
and  attacked  by  a large  combined  force  of  police  from  the  Plymouth  Police 
Dept.,  Mass.  State  Troopers,  and  other  police  agencies.  During  the  assault, 
the  police  used  pepper  spray  in  the  eyes  of  elders  and  children. 

This  completely  unprovoked  assault  resulted  in  the  arrests  of  25  women  and 
men.  Those  arrested  represent  the  broad  character  of  the  National  Day  of 
Mourning  and  include  Indigenous  people  from  North,  Central  and  South 
America,  Black,  Latino,  Asian,  and  white  people,  straight,  lesbian,  and  gay, 
and  labor  and  civil  rights  activists.  The  Plymouth  defendants  face  false 
charges  ranging  from  assembly  without  a permit  to  assault  and  battery  on  a 
police  officer. 

I am  shocked  by  the  racist  police  brutality  in  Plymouth  on  November  27, 

1997  and  by  the  clear  violation  of  the  civil  and  Constitutional  rights  of 
participants  in  Day  of  Mourning  1997.  I believe  that  participants  in  Day  of 
Mourning  '97  were  wrongfully  attacked  and  arrested. 

I demand  that  the  Plymouth  County  District  Attorney  immediately  drop  all  of 
the  charges  against  those  arrested  at  National  Day  of  Mourning  1997. 

I ask  that  an  open  and  independent  public  inquiry  be  held  that  brings  out 
the  truth  about  the  police  brutality  and  violation  of  rights  that  occurred 
in  Plymouth  on  November  27,  1997. 

Furthermore,  I intend  to  honor  UAINE ' s call  for  an  economic  boycott  of 
Plymouth  until  Plymouth  drops  the  charges  and  takes  serious  steps  to  rectify 
the  wrongs  it  committed  against  UAINE  and  participants  in  Day  of  Mourning. 

Very  truly  yours, 

cc:  UAINE 

P.0.  Box  7501 
Quincy,  MA  02269 

"RE : IBLA  Moves  in  Favor  of  Western  Shoshone"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Aug  98  18:17:56  PDT 

From:  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project  <wsdp@igc .org> 

Sub j : Stay  Granted 

UUCP  email 

Contact:  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project 

Ph:  702-468-0230  Fax:  702-468-0237 

email:  <wsdp@igc .org>  www.alphacdc.org/wsdp 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

IBLA  Moves  in  Favor  of  Western  Shoshone 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"The  Danns  urge  that  a stay  would  abate  the  pattern  of 
questionable  dealing  by  which  Western  Shoshone  land  rights 
have  been  undermined" 

- IBLA  98-372  - Administrative  Dudge  lames  P.  Terry 

The  Interior  Board  of  Land  Appeals,  a federal  administrative  court,  has 
granted  a stay  for  any  BLM  actions  against  a sacred  hot  spring,  a cultural 
and  spiritual  encampment,  and  sections  of  the  Dann  Ranch  that  are  on 
traditional  Western  Shoshone  lands  in  Crescent  Valley,  NV.  Both  the  Western 
Shoshone  and  the  U.S.  claim  the  lands  in  question,  although  the  U.S.  has 
been  unable  to  document  how  it  acquired  the  land  from  its  original 
caretakers.  The  stay  curbs  any  fines  or  other  penalties  against  the  Danns 


or  the  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project,  and  prohibits  the  BLM  from  removing 
any  property.  The  stay  is  binding  until  the  ILBA  rules  on  the  current 
appeal  of  Trespass  Decisions  issued  on  May  26. 

"I  doubt  that  the  Western  Shoshone  can  get  justice  from  any  US  court,  but 
at  least  we  can  breathe  a little  easier  now  that  the  BLM  cannot  come  in  at 
any  time  and  destroy  our  livelihood  and  way  of  life.  Until  the  United 
States  can  show  us  a title  transfer,  we  will  continue  to  live  off  our 
lands,"  says  Carrie  Dann,  a traditional  Western  Shoshone  grandmother  and 
leader  in  the  land  rights  struggle. 

In  granting  the  stay,  the  IBLA  refers  to  the  cultural  and  ceremonial 
values  at  stake  in  the  land  conflict,  as  well  as  to  potentially  devastating 
economic  damage:  "The  Danns  allege  that  the  BLM  is  engaged  in  a pattern  of 
conduct  that  would  deprive  them  of  their  cultural  and  spiritual  identity  as 
Western  Shoshone,  break  their  cultural  bonds  with  the  land  that  sustains 
them,  and  destroy  them  as  an  Indian  people." 

This  stay  is  the  latest  official  recognition  that  Western  Shoshone 
concerns  require  scrutiny.  Western  Shoshone  people  have  been  working  for 
recognition  of  their  land  rights  for  decades,  both  in  and  out  of  the  court 
system. 

Since  October  1997,  BLM  pressure  on  Western  Shoshone  who  graze  livestock 
on  their  traditional  lands  has  escalated.  In  response,  the  Organization  of 
American  States'  Inter-American  Commission  on  Human  Rights  has  requested 
that  the  U.S.  let  the  matter  rest  until  the  Commission  can  independently 
examine  the  issues,  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  State  has  asked  the  BLM  to 
carefully  consider  the  foreign  policy  implications  of  its  actions. 

Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project 
PO  Box  211106 

Crescent  Valley,  Nevada  89821 
Ph:  702-468-0230  Fax:  702-468-0237 

http://www.alphacdc.com/wsdp/  and  http ://www. planet peace, org/wsdp 

Please  feel  free  to  pass  this  on.  If  you  know  of  someone  who  would  like  to 
be  on  our  mailing  list,  please  have  them  send  e-mail  to: 

<A  HREF="mailto:NACF  Anda@aol . com" >NACF  Anda@aol . com</A>  Thanks! 

"RE : National  Park  Proposals  in  Labrador"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Aug  1998  07:55:51  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : News:  National  Park  Proposals  in  Labrador 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

There  are  supposed  to  be  two  National  Parks  in  Labrador  by  the  year  2000  - 
Interview  with  Doug  Urich. 

Key  Words:  ["Doug  Urich"  Parks  Canada] 

Media:  CFGB-FM  Reporter:  MIKE  POWER,  CURTIS  RUMBOLT 

Date:  8/18/98,  6:48:45 


Mike  Power:  When  the  Liberals  came  to  power  in  the  early  1990s  they 
promised  to  have  a network  of  38  national  parks  by  the  end  of  the  century. 
Two  of  those  were  supposed  to  be  in  Labrador.  One,  in  the  Torngat 
Mountains,  the  other  in  the  Mealies.  But  now  with  less  than  two  years 
until  the  deadline.  Parks  Canada  says  it's  unlikely  the  goal  will  be 
reached.  Officials  with  Parks  Canada  see  negotiations  are  still  ongoing  in 
at  least  a dozen  locations  in  Canada.  CBC  reporter  Manuel  Alasaviano  spoke 
to  Doug  Urich  about  this  issue.  He's  director  at  the  Parks  Establishment 
Office  of  Parks  Canada. 


Manuel  Alasaviano:  There  was  a proposal  that  we  would  have  this  sort  of 
network  of  national  parks  across  the  country  by  the  year  2000.  Now  it 
seems  that  we  may  not  meet  that  deadline,  why  not? 


Doug  Urich:  Well  it  certainly  remains  the  government's  objective  to  make 
as  much  progress  toward  that  deadline  as  can  be  achieved.  That  has  not 
changed  at  all.  For  a number  of  practical  reasons,  we  recognize  that  we 
may  not  be  successful  in  every  instance  and  that  is  because  park 
establishment  depends  very  much  on  other  processes  that  are  proceeding  in 
parallel.  For  instance,  land  claim  negotiations,  sometimes  there  are 
provincial  land  use  planning  processes  that  are  underway.  We  do  not  hold 
the  key  in  those  instances.  Our  progress  is  bound  to  progress  in  those 
other  processes. 

Manuel  Alasaviano:  Now  specifically  to  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  what 
areas  are  we  looking  at  placing  in  this  networks  of  natural,  of  parks  or 
ecosystems? 

Doug  Urich:  There  are  two  places  where  Parks  Canada  for  some  years  has  had 
an  interest  in  new  national  parks,  both  of  them  in  Labrador.  One  of  them 
is  in  the  Torngat  Mountains  of  northern  Labrador  and  the  other  is  in  the 
Mealy  Mountains  of  southern  Labrador,  just  at  the  south  of  Lake  Melville. 

So  those  are  the  two  areas  that  we  are  focusing  on.  Both  of  those  areas 
are  subject  to  overlapping  aboriginal  land  claims  and  th 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Nuevo  Amanacer  Press;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


Patient,  silent  and  distant  the  Indian  race  has  been  these  many  years. 
There  comes  a time  in  human  events  when  abandonment  of  racial 
responsibilities  becomes  very  oppressive,  unbearable,  intolerable,  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  hope... then  man  must  exert  himself,  speak,  and  act 
To  free  the  Indian  is  to  free  the  Indian.  There  is  nothing  complicated 

about  that.  It  is  so  simple  that  we  cannot  believe  it." 

Wassaja,  Mohave  Apache  aka  Dr.  Carlos  Montezuma,  MD 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

While  we  need  to  face  up  to  the  past  - and  make  restitution  where 
possible,  and  while  we  desperately  need  to  look  at  our  history  and  the 
traditions  that  worked  for  generations  of  our  ancestors,  and  we  need  to 
restore  those,  too  - frankly  neither  of  those  things  are  likely  to  happen 
fully  any  time  soon.  The  simple  fact  is  a lot  of  old  enmities  remain. 

How  much  these  have  merit  today  only  the  tribes  in  question  can  answer. 

There  are  goals  we  can  work  toward,  but  we  need  to  accept  that  while  we 
may  have  the  freedom  to  work  for  these  things  --  they  are  not  apt  to  happe 
quickly  or  easily.  We  also  must  come  to  the  simple  truth  that  without 
effort  to  come  together  there  can  be  no  unity.  We  can  learn  much  from  the 
past.  Our  elders  carry  tremendous  knowledge.  Sit  at  the  feet  of  one  and 
listen  with  respect.  Before  you  a rose  of  endless  knowledge  will  open  and 
fill  your  heart  with  the  sweet  essence  of  truth  and  strong  lessons  learned 

There  is  hope,  though,  and  where  there  is  hope  a seed  is  planted.  I am 
honored  to  share  a message  sent  to  me  from  the  Black  Hills. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


A couple  of  days  ago  I was  sitting  at  the  kitchen  table  of  Joseph 
Chasing  Horse,  reading  some  information  he  wished  to  put  out.  We  began 
speaking  of  the  past,  history,  great  leaders,  incidents  that  occurred 
which  changed  history  and  many  lives. 

He  looked  out  the  kitchen  window,  went  to  a far  away  place  for  a few 
moments  and  began  sharing  his  heart. 

"I  do  not  know  if  you  and  I will  live  to  see  the  changes  that  are  now 
in  motion  but  we  are  living  them  each  day.  We  don't  know  them  today  as 
history,  as  our  ancestors  did  not,  but  they  are. 

When  I was  down  doing  the  Sun  Dance  at  Big  Mountain  I saw  a thing  I had 
not  seen  in  my  life,  a thirst  for  Spiritual  help.  I saw  people,  from  many 
Nations,  there  who  were  thirsty  to  learn,  and  who  soaked  up  every  thing 
there,  still  wanting  more. 

I do  not  know.  Perhaps  it  is  because  we  Lakota  have  been  raised  all  our 
lives  with  these  Spiritual  Teachings  and  perhaps  our  troubles  are  that  we 
take  them  for  granted.  Those  people  there  were  not  and  perhaps  they 
appreciate  what  they  learn  because  of  that. 

But  we  must  teach,  share,  pray  together,  because  I can  remember,  as 
you  do,  a day  when  we  never  believed  our  Elders  would  be  gone  from  us  and 
they  are  now.  Who  among  us  can  remember  all  the  wisdom  we  were  given  by 
them?  We  have  forgotten  so  much  of  it  as  we  have  been  assimilated. 


It  is  important  that  we  share  what  all  each  of  us  remembers,  so  that 
when  our  Grandchildren  grow  up,  those  things  will  be  there  for  them.  There 
are  so  few  left,  so  few,  anymore." 

We  talked  for  hours,  sharing  little  stories  from  our  lives  and 
planning  on  projects  we  are  working  together  on,  but  the  one  thing  I 
remember  from  all  of  that  moment  in  time  is  his  saying... "We  do  not 
realize  we  are  the  keepers  of  a sacred  trust  and  cannot  keep  it  to 
ourselves . " 

And  we  spoke  of  the  prophecy,  guidance  given  in  our  past. 

"Upon  suffering  beyond  suffering  the  red  Nations  shall  rise  again  and 
it  shall  be  a blessing  for  a sick  world.  A world  filled  with  broken 
promises,  selfishness  and  separations.  A world  longing  for  the 
light,  again. 

I see  a time  long  after  after  the  skies  have  grown  dark  and  dirty  and 
the  water  has  become  bad  smelling.  I see  a time  of  7 generations  when  all 
the  colors  of  mankind  will  gather  under  the  sacred  tree  of  life  and  one 
whole  earth  will  become  one  circle  again. 

And  in  that  day  there  will  be  those  among  the  Lakota  who  will  carry 

the  knowledge  and  understanding  and  unity  among  all  living  things  and  the 

young  white  ones  will  come  to  those  of  my  people  and  ask  for  this  wisdom." 

(Crazy  Horse) 

So  often  I hear  people  saying  the  past  is  gone.  That  we  cannot  do 
anything  about  what  has  happened.  I understand  why  they  believe 
that,  wanting  to  move  on  into  the  future,  but  there  is  a great 
difference  between  Native  and  non  native  way  of  thinking. 

We  are  the  past.  We  hold  the  responsibility  of  everything  that  has 
happened  that  we  have  been  entrusted  to  remember,  to  learn  from  and  to 
judge  things  in  our  current  everyday  life  by. 

Most  Traditional  people  will  judge  a thing  not  merely  by  it's  face 

superficial  value.  They  will  go  back  into  their  history  on  what  they  were 

taught ...  Events  that  were  the  same,  and  examine  the  results  and  make 
decisions  according  to  what  they  have  been  taught. 

Thus,  the  past,  is  our  present  and  our  future. 

We  do  not  hold  onto  these  things  for  revenge  or  for  anger  or  for  any  of 
those  things.  We  hold  on,  to  make  our  decisions  by,  to  teach  our  children 
about,  to  carry  on  our  culture  with.  Thus,  our  past  is  weaved  into  our 
very  existence. 

Sitting  at  that  table,  we  were  discussing  a issue  coming  up.  Both  of  us 
went  back  into  history,  talking  about  the  same  issue,  what  results  came 
from  the  actions  a hundred  years  ago  from  it.  Based  on  that  history,  we 
came  to  a decision  about  what  to  do  today.  By  the  sharing  and  pulling  on 
our  teachings  I feel  a good  decision  was  made... and  that  was  to  continue 
to  teach  those  of  any  color  skin,  when  they  come,  spiritual  things.  We 
spoke  of  Crazy  Horses's  prophecy,  of  others  who  said  this  day  of 
decision  would  come  and  it  is  here. 

Thus,  in  the  going  back  in  our  history,  today  we  are  doing  so  for  the 
future. 

I hope  this  might  help  explain  why  we  speak  so  often  of  our  past. 
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The  White  Buffalo  Calf  woman  told  that  in  a time  of  chaos  and 
disharmony,  she  would  return. 

Crazy  Horse  predicted  the  prophecy  would  be  fulfilled  in  seven 
generations.  When  the  female  white  calf  was  born,  it  would  mark  the  dawn 
of  a new  spiritual  era. 

"It  is  the  signal"  Doe  Chasing  Horse  states,  "warning  than  man  must  now 
choose  between  heeding  the  Buffalo's  message  of  peace  and  harmony  with 
nature,  or  continuing  on  his  current  path  and  facing  annihilation. 

We  live  in  a time  of  war,  famine  and  great  suffering  throughout  the 
world.  All  because  of  vengeance,  selfishness  and  greed.  If  we  do  not 
turn  away  from  the  evil  ways,  destruction  will  surely  follow." 

Miracle,  has  changed  colors  four  times,  as  the  old  prophecies  said  the 
holy  buffalo  would  do  and  in  the  end  shall  turn  white  again. 


The  colors,  Floyd  Hand  also  of  the  Lakota  Nation,  explains,  represent 
the  various  races  of  man. 

"It  is  all  about  the  change  that  is  taking  place,"  Hand  says.  "When 
the  races  have  become  unified,  she  will  turn  white  again." 
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September  12th  is  Leonard  Peltier's  birthday.  Cards,  US  postal  money 
orders,  paper  back  books,  and  pictures  (not  Polaroid)  can  be  sent  to: 

USPL 

Leonard  Peltier 
#89637-132 

Leavenworth,  KS  66044 

Also,  the  medical  suit  against  the  prison  has  been  filed.  I will  receive  a 
copy  any  day  now.  I will  send  everyone  a copy.  We  have  to  start  a letter 
writing  campaign  to  the  judge  who  is  known  for  overturning  cases  ASAP.  As 
soon  as  I have  the  information  I will  relay  it  to  you,  so  get  ready!  Thank 
you. 

In  solidarity, 

Gina 

LPDC 
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The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

Date:  Mon,  24  Aug  1998  10:05:18  +0000 
From:  Anna  Kane  <anna@www.ansc.purdue.edu> 

Sub j : Language  project 

Bozho  nikan, 

I have  been  a frequent  visitor  to  a page  that  is  a Potawatomi  dictionary 
with  some  sound  files.  I do  not  believe  it  is  finished,  but  as  I said,  I 
am  only  a visitor  to  that  page,  not  a creator  of  the  page.  The  address  is 
http: //www. uka ns . edu/~kansite/pbp/books/dicto/d_f rame. html  This  should 

take  you  directly  to  the  Potawatomi  dictionary.  I like  that  they  give  you 
the  option  of  having  the  dictionary  show  from  English  to  Potawatomi,  or 
from  Potawatomi  to  English. 

The  homepage  for  the  Prairie  Band  Potawatomi  is 

http://www.ukans,edu/~kansite/pbp/homepage.html  and  you  can  get  to  the 
dictionary  from  there. 

At  one  time  I was  searching  the  net  for  places  to  learn  languages  and  I had 
a few  pages  marked  that  you  may  or  may  not  have  received  email  about.  The 
one  that  appeared  to  have  the  largest  amount  of  helpful  information  was  a 
Native  American  Language  page  that  listed  several  languages  that  people  may 
pick  up  a few  words  of  the  languages.  That  address  is 
http://www.mcn . net/~wleman/langlinks . htm 

I hope  that  these  pages  will  help  some  in  your  attempt  to  preserve  the 
languages . 

Pama  mine' 

Anna  Kane 
Account  Clerk 


Animal  Sciences  Res.  & Educ.  Ctr. 

Purdue  University 

Phone:  765.583.2400 

FAX:  765.583.4838 

email:  anna@ansc.purdue.edu 

Date:  Wed,  26  Aug  1998  13:14:25  -0400 

From:  Dackie  Brown  <jacbrow@smathersnt2.uflib.ufl.edu> 

Sub  j : Language 

Fie  Gary, 

The  Lenape  (Delaware)  have  two  language  tapes  that  I know  of.  Dim 
Rementer  in  Dewey  Okla.  worked 

for  years  with  Touching  Leaves  (Nora  Thompson  Dean)  to  record  the 
language.  There  is  a website  at 

http://www.cowboy.net/native/tlc/  for  Touching  Leaves  store.  You  can 
reach  Dim  there.  Flope  this  is  what  you  are  looking  for. 

Sincerely, 

Dackie  Brown,  Lenape  Tribe 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30067, 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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"RE : IFHS  Sterilization"  

Date:  Sun,  30  Aug  1998  15:59:31  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  < jans@atlcom . net> 

Sub j : sterilization  article 

From : http : //www . dickshovel . com/ IHSSterPol . html 

[Editorial  Note:  Discussion  regarding  IHS  Sterilization,  as  reported  in 
Volume  2,  Issue  36  of  Wotanging  Ikche,  archived  at 
http://www.nanews.org  resulted  in  some  questions  about 
the  genuiness  of  the  report.  David  Bowden  steered  us 
to  this  expanded  report  on  Dordan  Dill's  web  site.] 
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A Look  at  the  Indian  Health  Service  Policy  of  Sterilization,  1972-1976 
by  Charles  R.  England 


The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  examine  the  reasons  for  and  results  of 
the  investigations  prompted  by  physicians,  tribal  leaders,  and  senators 
concerning  allegations  that  the  Indian  Health  Service  (IHS)  was 
indiscriminately  sterilizing  Indian  women  across  the  nation.  This  topic 
brings  up  several  questions  of  morality,  ethics,  and  the  law. 

These  questions  cannot  help  but  be  colored  by  the  culture  and  values  that 
we  are  taught.  So  it  is  from  this  perspective  that  we  look  at  the 
sterilization  policies  and  philosophies  that  were  at  work  within  the 
IHS-PHS,  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  (HEW)  from  1972  to 
1976.  It  was  during  this  period  that  the  greatest  number  of  Indian  women 
were  put  under  the  knife  for  a plethora  of  medical,  social,  and  monetary 
reasons . 

This  article  consists  of  six  categories  which  will:  explore  the  federal 
relationship  with  American  Indian  tribes;  describe  personal  accounts  from 
women  who  were  sterilized  and  their  attitudes  toward  family  planning; 
explicate  state  and  federal  policies  regarding  informed  consent  and 
sterilization;  examine  the  contractual  relationship  between  IHS  and  private 
practices;  consider  the  U.S.  General  Accounting  Office  investigation  of  IHS 
sterilization  procedures;  and  examine  the  meaning  behind  the  statistics  of 
population  growth.  Finally,  it  will  analyze  the  historical  relevance  of  this 
topic  to  the  model  of  internal  colonialism  under  which  the  U.S.  government 
operates . 

The  federal  trust  relationship  with  American  Indian  tribes  is  based  on 
numerous  treaty  rights  and  agreements  that  include  medical  services  and 
physicians  made  available  to  Indians.  However,  there  are  very  few 
statements  that  mention  medical  services  specifically;  instead,  there  is  an 
implicit  understanding  of  the  trust  responsibility  that  includes  the  health 
of  American  Indians.  As  stated  in  the  American  Indian  Policy  Review 
Commission's  report  on  Indian  health: 

. . .the  federal  responsibility  to  provide  health  services  to  Indians  has 
its  roots  in  the  unique  moral,  historical,  and  treaty  obligations  of  the 
federal  government,  no  court  has  ever  ruled  on  the  precise  nature  of  that 
legal  basis  nor  defined  the  specific  legal  rights  for  Indians  created  by 
those  obligations  (in  American  Indian  Journal,  1977:  22-23).  The  implied 
meaning  of  health  care  responsibilities  is  somewhat  vague,  but  the  treaties 
and  agreements  were  always  meant  to  favor  Indians. 

In  1955,  IHS  was  transferred  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  the 
Public  Health  Service  (PHS) . This  move  was  made  with  the  expectation  that 
the  PHS  could  improve  health  care  for  Indians  living  on  reservations.  Even 
after  the  transfer  had  taken  place,  the  health  needs  of  Indians  were  still 
not  adequately  met.  This  was  due  to  the  ambiguous  nature  of  the  federal 
government's  responsibility  to  provide  health  care.  In  turn,  the  IHS  had  no 
concrete  goals  or  objectives  and  operated  day  to  day  with  only  a faint  clue 
as  to  how  it  should  render  services. 

To  date,  an  Indian  client  will  be  given  services  that  may  well  vary  each 
time  that  patient  walks  into  an  IHS  facility: 

. . .the  specific  services  available  to  him  will  vary  from  day-to-day 
and  year-to-year,  depending  on  unpublished  discretionary  decisions  made  by 
Indian  Health  Service  officials  and  commitments  and  conditions  contained  in 
often  voluminous  appropriation  hearings  (American  Indian  Journal,  1977:  23) 
This  quote  suggests  that  the  IHS  system  is  ripe  for  mismanagement  of 
policies,  funding,  and  staff  supervision. 

It  will  also  come  as  no  surprise  to  find  that  IHS  has  been  the  subject  of 
a number  of  investigations. 

One  of  the  people  who  initiated  the  government  investigation  into  IHS 
sterilization  policy  was  Dr.  Connie  Uri,  a Choctaw  Indian  physician  working 
at  the  Claremore,  Oklahoma  IHS  facilities.  Dr.  Uri  had  noticed  in  the 
hospital  records  that  a large  amount  of  sterilization  surgeries  had  been 
performed.  She  then  conducted  her  own  interviews  with  the  women  involved  and 


found  that  many  had  received  the  operation  a day  or  two  after  childbirth.  In 
the  month  of  Duly  1974  alone  there  were  48  sterilizations  performed  and 
several  hundred  had  already  been  conducted  in  the  last  two  years 
(Akwesasne  Notes,  1974:  22). 

The  hospital  records  show  that  both  tubal  ligation  and  hysterectomies  were 
used  in  sterilization.  Dr.  Uri  commented: 

"In  normal  medical  practice,  hysterectomies  are  rare  in  women  of  child 
bearing  age  unless  there  is  cancer  or  other  medical  problems" 

(Akwesasne  Notes,  1974:  22). 

Besides  the  questionable  surgery  techniques  being  allowed  to  take  place, 
there  was  also  the  charge  of  harassment  in  obtaining  consent  forms. 

In  an  incident  of  harassment  at  the  Claremore  facility,  one  woman  was  told 
by  social  workers  and  other  hospital  personnel  that  she  was  a bad  mother  and 
they  would  have  to  take  away  her  children.  They  would  then  place  the 
children  in  foster  homes  if  she  did  not  agree  to  the  surgery 
(Akwesasne  Notes,  1974:  22). 

In  one  study  conducted  on  the  Navajo  Reservation  and  sponsored  by  the  PHS, 
researchers  (who  may  have  ignored  the  reports  of  such  questionable 
sterilization  procedures,  or  subtly  adjusted  their  language  to  satisfy  their 
sponsors)  reported: 

From  1972  to  1978  we  observe  a 130  per  cent  increase  in  the  number  of 
induced  abortions  performed.  During  this  time  the  ratio  of  abortions  per 
1,000  deliveries  has  increased  from  approximately  34  to  77  (an  increase  of 
126  per  cent)  (Temkin-Greener,  1981:  405). 

While  not  exactly  within  the  confines  of  sterilization,  the  numbers 
indicate  that  the  family  planning  program  on  the  Navajo  Reservation  was 
definitely  acquiring  federal  funds  to  carry  on  such  a massive  project. 

The  statistics  concerning  Navajo  sterilization  are  just  as 
interesting: 

Between  1972  and  1978  the  percentage  of  interval  sterilization  has  more 
than  doubled  from  15.1  per  cent  in  1972  to  30.7  per  cent  in  1978 
(Temkin-Greener , 1981:  406). 

The  report  itself  is  clinical  and  methodical;  however,  the  researchers  did 
comment  slightly  about  the  relationship  between  patient  and  physician:  Older 
women  who  become  pregnant  may  be  much  less  concerned  about  reducing  their 
childbearing  and  may  do  so  primarily  when  they  are  influenced  by  health  care 
providers  (Temkin-Greener,  1981:  406).  There  is  room  for  speculation 
concerning  how  much  influence  these  providers  stressed  in  light  of 
previously  mentioned  charges  of  harassment  and  deceit. 

Once  the  word  of  sterilization  spread  through  Indian  Country,  some  tribal 
leaders  carried  on  their  own  investigation.  Marie  Sanchez,  a tribal  judge 
of  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Reservation,  interviewed  50  women,  26  of  whom 
reported  that  they  were  sterilized.  One  doctor  told  several  women  that  they 
each  had  several  children  and  it  was  time  they  stopped  having  children; 
others  were  told  that  they  could  have  children  after  the  operation 
(Dillingham,  1977:  28). 

The  values  that  American  Indians  have  toward  the  number  of  children  a 
woman  bears  are  quite  different  than  that  of  white  America. 

There  are  many  Indians  who  feel  that  population  control  should  not  apply 
to  them.  They  believe  the  federal  government  has  done  enough  to  limit  the 
number  of  Indians  on  this  continent,  and  the  idea  of  limiting  the  number  of 
children  is  based  on  what  whites  feel  is  a comfortable  amount. 

Other  researchers  have  found  these  general  feelings  to  be  true  in  regard 
to  limiting  family  numbers.  One  group  of  researchers  gathered  data  on  urban 
and  rural  Omaha  Indians  in  Nebraska  to  determine  if  either  group  had 
different  opinions  on  family  planning.  The  team  cited  each  group's  reason 
for  having  children  as: 

. . .the  family  economic  situation,  the  ability  to  care  for  the  children 
now  and  later,  family  happiness,  and  the  feeling  that  the  couple  had 
enough  children  were  valid  considerations  in  a decision  to  delay  or 


prevent  further  pregnancies  (Liberty,  1976:  63-64). 


The  research  team  also  noted  that  the: 

...freedom  for  the  mother  to  work,  and  the  belief  that  a small  population 
is  good  for  the  country,  were  generally  not  sufficient  cause  [for  birth 
control]  (Liberty,  1976:  64). 

Dr.  Louis  Heilman,  the  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  Population  Affairs 
in  the  PHS,  presented  statistics  confirming  that  150,000  low  income  people 
were  sterilized  in  the  U.S.  from  federal  grants  (Akwesasne  Notes,  1977:  22). 
These  funds  allowed  the  states  to  be  reimbursed  for  up  to  90  percent  of  the 
cost  of  indigent  women.  A report  from  the  HEW  states: 

Voluntary  sterilization  is  legal  in  all  states.  Although  most  states  have 
no  statute  regulating  voluntary  sterilization,  over  half  authorize  the 
procedure  either  explicitly  by  statute,  attorney  general's  opinion, 
judicial  decision  or  policies  of  Health  and  Welfare  department  or 
implicitly  through  consent  requirements ... (DHEW  report,  1978:  89). 

Because  the  states  themselves  are  not  following  any  set  policies,  it 
would  stand  to  reason  that  IHS  certainly  does  not  either,  and  that  is  the 
evidence  which  reveals  mismanagement  of  resources  and  people. 

The  HEW  policies  and  programs  regarding  sterilization  have  been  in  place 
since  1966.  Akwesasne  Notes  quoted  the  statistics  released  by  HEW: 

HEW  now  funds  90%  of  the  sterilization  cost  of  poor  people.  Since  1970, 
female  sterilization  in  the  U.S.  has  increased  almost  300%.  From  192,000 
to  548,000  performed  each  year"  (Akwesasne  Notes,  1977:  31). 

Researchers  on  the  Navajo  Reservation  observed  that  the  trend  toward  more 
female  sterilizations  had  to  do  with  the  providers.  The  providers  were 
responsible  for  the  huge  increase  of  people  coming  in  and  "agreeing"  to 
surgery.  The  team  further  stated  that  the  pattern  of  childbearing  on  the 
Navajo  Reservation  was  very  similar  to  those  in  developing  countries 
(Temkin-Greener,  1981:  406).  The  exact  meaning  of  the  statement  is  unknown; 
however,  there  are  examples  of  child  bearing  patterns  that  may  shed  light 
on  their  remarks:  Between  1963  and  1965  more  than  400,000  Colombian  women 
were  sterilized  in  a program  funded  by  the  Rockefeller  Foundation.  In 
Bolivia,  a U.S.  imposed  population  control  program  administered  by  the 
Peace  Corps  sterilized  Quechua  Indian  women  without  their  knowledge  or 
consent ... (Akwesasne  Notes,  1977:  31).  In  1967  the  American  Public  Health 
Association  and  the  American  College  of  Obstetricians  and  Gynecologists 
conducted  a study  and  found  that  54  percent  of  the  teaching  hospitals 
nation-wide  "...made  sterilization  a requirement  for  winning  approval  for 
an  abortion"  (Weisbord,  1975:  155). 

The  following  statement  further  illustrates  the  paternalistic  and 
authoritative  attitude  that  many  physicians  have  toward  women: 

Persons  in  the  lower  educational  classes  rely  more  on  such  operations 
[hysterectomies];  they  have  been  least  likely  to  control  their 
fertility  in  other  ways,  and  doctors  may  finally  suggest  this  method 
(Westoff,  1971:  56). 

For  years  surgeons  have  used  a "Rule  of  120"  to  determine  judgments 
about  sterilization.  This  judgment  concerning  fertility  is  a means  by 
which  a woman  qualifies  for  sterilization: 

...fertility  multiplied  by  age  should  equal  120  or  more  to  qualify  a 
woman  as  a candidate  for  contraceptive  sterilization.  A 25  year  old  woman 
with  three  children  would  not  be  eligible,  whereas  a 30  year  old  woman 
with  four  children  would  be.  (Arnold,  1978:  11). 

Attitudes  such  as  these  cross  the  lines  when  dealing  with  either  private 
or  government  employees.  Contract  Care  entails  formal  agreements  with 
private  vendors.  It  is  used  when  IHS  cannot  equip  its  staff  or  facilities 
for  emergency  or  specialty  care,  or  an  overload  of  patients.  It  is  also  used 
when  alternate  resources  are  available  (DHEW,  1978:  2). 

Most  of  the  circumstances  are  dictated  by  the  small  IHS  facilities  and 
specialized  services  that  are  usually  found  in  larger  facilities. 


Contract  physicians  associated  with  IHS  are  reimbursed  for  each 
sterilization  (Miller,  1978:  424).  The  reimbursements  that  the  physicians 
receive  are  from  federal  funds,  but  are  not  federally  accountable: 

Thirty  percent  of  the  sterilizations  were  performed  at  'contract' 
facilities.  IHS  officials  in  the  Albuquerque  and  Aberdeen  areas  said 
they  do  not  monitor. cgi  the  consent  procedures  in  contract  care,  nor 
are  doctors  required  to  follow  federal  regulations 
(Akwesasne  Notes,  1977:  4). 

Normally,  anybody  that  receives  funding  from  the  government  must  also 
follow  federal  regulations.  IHS,  however,  shows  a lack  of  concern  and 
accountability  with  the  patients  they  treat  and  the  money  they  handle. 
Complaints  continued  throughout  the  country  of  these  unethical  sterilization 
practices,  but  little  was  done  until  the  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention 
of  Senator  lames  Abourezk  (D.SD),  and  affirmative  steps  were  taken. 

Abourezk  commissioned  the  General  Accounting  Office  (GAO)  to  investigate 
the  affair  and  to  determine  if  the  complaints  of  Indian  women  that  they  were 
undergoing  sterilization  as  a means  of  birth  control,  all  without  consent, 
were  true  (Dillingham,  1977:  27).  The  problem  with  the  investigation  was 
that  it  was  initially  limited  to  four  area  IHS  hospitals  "later  twelve" 
so  that  the  total  number  of  women  sterilized  remains  unknown 
(Dillingham,  1977:  27-28).  The  GAO  investigators  came  up  with  3,400  women, 
but  others  speculate  that  at  least  that  many  were  sterilized  each  year 
from  1972-76. 

When  the  GAO  report  came  out,  the  U.S.  Information  Agency  issued  its  own 
report  denying  the  allegations.  The  report  claimed  that  all  women  who 
underwent  the  surgery  had  given  their  consent  (Akwesasne  Notes,  1977:  4). 
This  is  where  the  charges  that  informed  consent  was  not  given  were 
challenged . 

The  GAO  confined  its  investigation  to  IHS  records,  and  did  not  probe 
case  histories,  nor  observe  patient-doctor  relationships  or  interview 
women  who  had  been  sterilized  (larvis,  1977:  30).  What  the  GAO  conducted 
was  not  an  investigation;  instead,  it  played  the  political  game  of  "looking 
into  allegations,"  and  who  would  blame  them  otherwise  'with  less  than  a 
million  voters  who  rarely  participated  in  elections. ’ The  Indian  people,  in 
this  unfortunate  case,  were  "humored"  with  the  GAO  investigation. 

In  1974,  to  set  up  safeguards.  Congress  defined  the  term  "voluntary 
sterilization"  to  mean  "...[the]  requirement  that  the  individual  have  at 
his  disposal  the  information  necessary  to  make  his  decision  and  the  mental 
competence  to  appreciate  the  significance  of  that  investigation"  (DHEW 
report,  1978:  8).  The  GAO  investigators  were  able  to  show  that  there  was  a 
lack  of  clear  statement  to  notify  the  patients  of  a federal  court 
requirement  "...that  individuals  seeking  sterilization  be  orally  informed 
at  the  outset  that  no  federal  benefits  can  be  withdrawn  because  of  failure 
to  accept  sterilization"  (Dillingham,  1977:  27).  A U.S.  District  Court 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  had  ruled  in  1974  that  the  HEW  had  to  abide  by 
these  laws  (DHEW  report,  1978:  8). 

Coercive  sterilization,  on  the  other  hand,  can  be  defined  by  one  or  more 
of  the  following:  caused  by  outright  deceit;  offering  sterilization  as  a 
means  to  escape  further  obligation  to  an  institution,  such  as  an  asylum; 
threats  to  person;  sterilization  of  minors,  or  mentally  or  physically 
disabled  persons;  failing  to  explain  procedure  in  a language  that  the 
patient  understands  (Trombley,  1988:  1).  As  the  newly  appointed  director  of 
Claremore  IHS  stated:  Even  if  many  of  these  operations  were  done  at  the 
request  of  the  patient,  it  is  all  too  obvious  that  there  is  little  or  no 
attention  given  to  proper  counseling  as  to  the  serious  implications  of  such 
a decision"  (Akwesasne,  1974:  22).  Coercive  sterilization  can  be  defined  by 
examples  of  testimony,  but  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  patient  that  has 
her  signature  on  the  bottom  of  the  page. 

The  sterilization  of  minors  is  another  problem  which  the  GAO  investigators 
could  have,  but  did  not  pursue.  There  are  special  consent  forms  for  cases 
where  women  under  21  are  to  be  sterilized,  but  IHS  did  not  use  such  forms. 
Thirty  six  women  under  21  were  sterilized  without  proper  consent  between 
1973-76  (Akwesasne,  1977:  4). 

Congress  passed  laws  in  1975  making  it  punishable  by  fines  and/or 


penalties  for  "...any  officer  or  employee  of  the  United  States/'  or  others 
using  federal  funds  who  "...[coerces}  or  endeavors  to  coerce  any  person  to 
undergo  an  abortion  or  sterilization"  (DHEW  report,  1978:  9).  The  fact  that 
the  U.S.  has  no  prior  law  concerning  the  punishment  of  coercive 
sterilization  underlines  the  seemingly  reckless  abandon  that  physicians  had 
in  sterilizing  Indian  women. 

The  conclusion  of  the  GAO  investigation  reported  that  IHS  consent 
procedures  lacked  the  basic  elements  of  informed  consent,  particularly 
informing  a patient  orally  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
sterilization . 

Furthermore,  the  consent  form  had  only  a summary  of  the  oral  presentation, 
and  finally  the  form  was  lacking  the  information  usually  located  at  the  top 
of  the  page  notifying  the  patient  that  no  federal  benefits  would  be  taken 
away  if  they  did  not  accept  sterilization  (Wagner,  1977:  75). 

The  GAO  notified  IHS  that  it  needed  better  consent  procedures.  Some  IHS 
Area  Directors,  like  John  Davis  at  Claremore,  were  pressured  by  local 
Indians  and  by  Indian  physicians  and  staff  to  suspend  certain  nurses  and  to 
move  the  hospital  administrator  to  another  post.  Otherwise,  there  was 
little  else  done  by  government  officials  (Akwesasne  Notes,  1974:  22). 

Individual  women  victimized  by  the  procedure  were  not  interviewed  in  the 
investigations,  and  were  infuriated  by  the  GAO  results.  Some  of  the  women 
took  the  matter  to  court,  but  soon  found  out  that  IHS  officials  covered 
their  trails  very  well:  "Doctors  have  taken  care  to  obtain  some  kind  of 
consent  documents  which  can  be  reproduced  in  a courtroom..." 

(Larson,  1977:  63).  Further,  "...the  written  consent  form  is  the  only  piece 
of  evidence  that  documents  the  transaction  between  doctor  and  patient  which 
gave  rise  to  the  patient  consenting  to  the  recommended  treatment" 

(Doudera,  1981:  103). 

Outraged  Indian  people  accused  IHS  of  making  genocide  a part  of  its 
policy.  IHS  officials  responded  that  the  word  "genocide"  was  unwarranted.: 
...officials  also  point  out  that  the  report  does  not  prove  forced 
sterilization,  that  the  consent  documents  are  on  file  and  in  absence  of 
reliable  national  statistics  on  sterilization  rates,  it  is  impossible  to 
tell  whether  Indians  are  being  sterilized  at  a higher  rate  than  anybody 
else  (Larson,  1977:  63).  For  IHS,  being  charged  with  genocide  was  a serious 
accusation.  IHS  was  intended  to  somehow  alleviate  the  terrible  health 
conditions  in  Indian  communities.  However,  the  accusation  was  not  far  off 
base.  As  Thomas  Littlewood  stated  in  his  book  on  the  politics  of 
population  control:  Non-white  Americans  are  not  unaware  of  how  the 
American  Indian  came  to  be  called  the  vanishing  American. . .This  country's 
starkest  example  of  genocide  in  practice"  (Littlewood,  1977:  82). 

The  3,406  women  that  appeared  so  often  in  government  reports  were  those 
taken  from  only  four  health  service  areas:  Aberdeen,  SD,  Albuquerque,  NM, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK,  and  Phoenix,  AZ.  All  four  service  units  were  found  to 
be  "...generally  not  in  compliance  with  government  regulations  requiring 
informed  consent"  (Dillingham,  1977:  27). 

Senator  Abourezk  himself  stated  that: 

"Given  the  small  American  Indian  population,  the  3,400  Indian 
sterilization  figure  would  be  compared  to  sterilizing  452,000  non-Indian 
women  [out  of  55,000  Indian  women  of  childbearing  age]"  (Wagner,  1977:  75). 

However,  the  Senator  failed  to  realize  that  the  figure  represented  only 
four  service  areas.  The  estimate  of  total  sterilizations  was  actually 
around  3,000  per  year  for  four  years. 

As  late  as  1979  in  the  96th  Congress,  there  was  a statement  from  a 
national  council  of  churches  that  condemned  the  policy  of  non-medical 
sterilization  and  asked  for  a full  investigation  into  HEW  to  find  all 
responsible  people  guilty  of  this  act,  and  the  extent  to  which  IHS  had 
incorporated  this  policy  (96th  Cong.,  Hearing,  1979:  65). 

One  can  see  that  the  charge  of  genocide  was  not  just  a romantic  cry  out 
to  the  liberals  and  bleeding  hearts.  There  is  justification.  From  the  United 
Nations  Convention  on  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of  Genocide 
emerged  a list  of  acts  that  constitute  genocide.  Article  II  states: 

In  the  present  Convention,  genocide  means  any  of  the  following  acts 
committed  with  intent  to  destroy,  in  whole  or  in  part,  a national. 


ethnical,  racial  or  religious  group,  such  as ...  imposing  measures  intended 
to  prevent  births  within  the  group...  (Whalen,  1989:  169). 


It  is  interesting  to  point  out  that  these  measures  were  adopted  by  the 
United  Nations  Center  for  Human  Rights  in  1948,  but  were  not  adopted  by  the 
United  States  until  1988. 

From  an  anthropological  perspective,  Steve  Polgar  comments  on  population 
policies,  international  and  national: 

...it  helps  those  who  want  to  reduce  foreign  aid,  since  exporting 
propaganda  techniques  for  'zero  population  growth'  or  consulting  on 
how  to  'weaken'  the  family  is  much  cheaper  than  providing  significant 
development  assistance  or  establishing  fairer  prices  for  imported 
products  (Polgar,  1972:  208). 

The  problems  of  IHS  have  always  stemmed  from  a lack  of  clear  and  precise 
objectives  and  goals.  IHS  will  continue  to  have  problems  if  it  cannot  act 
responsibly:  "Changing  administration  of  Indian  Health...  will  never  solve 
these  problems  until  Congress. . .defines  the  legal  scope  of  the  Indian 
Health  program  and  then  determines  the  appropriation  on  the  basis  of  this 
definition"  (American  Indian  Journal,  1977:  23).  However,  not  even  Congress 
can  solve  the  problems  without  the  input  and  cooperation  of  Indian  people. 
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"RE : Protect  Makahs"  

Sub j : Protect  Makahs  from  eco-bullies 

Date:  98-08-29  01:19:03  EDT 

From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

1.  Protect  Makahs  from  eco-bullies 

2.  Anti-Makah  Whaling  Protesters  may  disrupt  Celebrations 

3.  Environmentalists  meet  in  Victoria  to  oppose  Makah  whale  hunt 

4.  Sea  Shepard's  alliance  with  the  racist  far-right 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

PROTECT  MAKAHS  FROM  ECO-BULLIES 
Tacoma  News  Tribune,  August  23,  1998 

The  arrogant  activists  who  have  vowed  to  disrupt  the  Makah  tribe's 
resumption  of  whaling  this  fall  can  be  proud  of  themselves. 

With  threats  of  physical  obstruction  and  even  murder,  some  of  them  have 
succeeded  in  scaring  a tiny  Indian  nation  whose  sole  offense  consists  of 
trying  to  revive  its  ancestral  hunt  for  a non-endangered  species  of  whale. 

So  virulent  and  vicious  have  been  those  threats  that  Gov.  Gary  Locke  on 
Friday  granted  the  tribal  council's  plea  for  National  Guard  protection 
during  the  annual  Makah  Days  celebration  next  weekend.  Meanwhile,  a task 
force  of  local,  state  and  federal  agencies  has  been  making  plans  to  protect 
the  Makahs  who  hope  to  revive  a cherished  cultural  tradition  by  harpooning 
a gray  whale  sometime  this  October. 

That  these  precautions  are  necessary  is  proof  that  cultural  imperialism  is 
alive  and  flourishing  in  the  Sea  Shepherd  Conservation  Society,  the  Chicago 
Animal  Rights  Coalition,  the  Progressive  Animal  Welfare  Society  and  other 
organizations  that  seek  to  block  the  Makahs'  hunt. 

Admittedly,  it  is  not  easy  for  non-Indians  who  have  never  paddled  a dugout 
canoe  or  heard  an  ancestral  whaling  song  to  understand  why  some  Makahs  feel 
a deep  yearning  to  renew  this  practice.  Whales  are  majestic  and  mysterious 
creatures;  they  are  also  appallingly  vulnerable  to  modern  whaling  fleets. 
International  authorities  were  right  to  ban  commercial  whaling  after  many 
species  were  driven  to  the  brink  of  extinction  years  ago. 

But  it  is  sheer  demagoguery  to  talk  as  if  the  Makah  hunt  were  the 
equivalent  of  the  wholesale  slaughter  that  was  once  carried  out  with  sonar. 


helicopters,  high-powered  catcher  boats  and  harpoon  guns.  The  tribe  has 
been  allotted  a maximum  of  20  whales  through  the  year  2002  - a quota  that, 
even  if  reached,  wouldn't  dent  the  increasing  population  of  gray  whales. 

The  Makahs  want  simply  to  renew  a low-impact  hunt  that  helped  sustain  their 
tribe  since  the  dawn  of  time.  Anti-whaling  activists  have  no  business 
lecturing  them  on  what  is  or  isn't  important  to  their  cultural  identity. 

More  to  the  point,  eco-bullies  have  no  business  using  illegal  tactics  to 
eviscerate  the  Makahs'  treaty  with  the  U.S.  government.  Many  tribal 
prerogatives  - including  casino  gambling  and  access  to  private  beaches  - 
are  a matter  of  court  interpretation,  but  the  Makahs'  right  to  whale  is 
explicitly  guaranteed  by  their  1855  treaty.  The  Coast  Guard,  U.S.  Marshals 
Service  and  other  federal  agencies  therefore  have  a profound  obligation  to 
ensure  that  the  Makahs  are  not  physically  obstructed  or  intimidated  as  they 
resume  whaling.  If  arrests  and  serious  prison  sentences  are  required  to 
protect  the  tribe  and  honor  its  treaty,  so  be  it. 


CLASHES  FEARED  OVER  WHALE  HUNT  TO  TRIGGER  CONFLICT 
L.A.  Times,  Vancouver  Sun,  August  28,  1998 

SEATTLE  --  Up  to  20,000  people  are  expected  to  descend  on  the  tiny  Olympic 
Peninsula  community  of  Neah  Bay  this  weekend  in  the  runup  to  the  Makah 
Indians'  historic  October  grey  whale  hunt. 

Authorized  under  a compromise  agreement  with  the  International  Whaling 
Commission,  which  has  administered  an  international  ban  on  commercial 
whaling  since  1987,  the  Makah  hunt  for  up  to  five  grey  whales  a year  looms 
as  one  of  the  biggest  environmental  conflicts  of  the  coming  decade. 

Anti-whaling  groups  around  the  world  have  pledged  to  block  the  hunt,  which 
they  say  could  lead  to  a major  increase  in  global  whaling. 

This  weekend  authorities  fear  that  some  of  the  thousands  of  visitors  at 
the  Makah 's  annual  cultural  celebration  might  be  protesters  aiming  to 
discourage  the  hunt.  "There  are  groups  that  have  said  that  they  will  be  on 
site  during  the  festival.  Whether  that  will  inflame  issues  or  not,  we  don't 
know,"  said  Sheriff  Doe  Hawe,  who  will  have  several  deputies  on  duty. 
Washington  state  Governor  Gary  Locke  has  called  on  the  National  Guard  to 
maintain  a standby  presence. 

The  Makah 's  petition  to  resume  whaling  was  backed  by  the  U.S.  government, 
based  on  an  1865  treaty  under  which  the  tribe  ceded  thousands  of  acres  in 
exchange  for  a small  reservation  and  the  right  to  continue  hunting  whales, 
a tribal  tradition  over  thousands  of  years. 

Since  the  whales  virtually  disappeared  in  the  1920s,  the  tribe  has 
languished,  supported  primarily  by  logging  and  a dwindling  salmon  fishery, 
while  the  whales  have  staged  a remarkable  comeback.  More  than  20,000  now 
ply  the  coasts  of  California,  Oregon,  Washington  and  B.C.  twice  each  year 
on  their  migration  route,  and  they  were  removed  from  the  U.S.  endangered 
species  list  in  1994. 

Tribal  leaders  believe  the  hunt  will  give  the  tribe  a renewed  sense  of 
purpose  and  pride,  in  addition  to  feeding  the  tribe's  2,300  members,  1,400 
of  whom  still  live  on  the  reservation  near  the  northwest  tip  of  the  Olympic 
Peninsula . 

"There  are  whaling  families  . . . that  have  been  passing  on  dances  and 
songs  and  rituals  that  help  men  and  women  become  sound  and  self-assured, 
but  those  things  didn't  have  the  edge  as  time  went  on,"  said  Keith  lohnson, 
president  of  the  Makah  Whaling  Commission.  "My  father  wasn't  on  a hunt.  But 
he  knew  the  value  of  this  training,  adapted  to  cleansing  one's  spirit, 
focusing  one's  mind,  and  having  direction,"  lohnson  said.  "It's  a link  to 
the  past,  and  it  validates  us,  who  we  are  as  a people  and  a culture." 
lohnson  said  he  expects  that  once  people  understand  the  purpose  and  manner 
of  the  hunt,  controversy  will  disappear. 

The  Makah  sought  to  conduct  the  hunt  purely  by  traditional  means,  with 
harpoons.  But  for  humanitarian  reasons,  the  whaling  commission  insisted 
that  the  whale,  once  harpooned,  must  be  finished  off  quickly  with  firearms. 

Leading  opponents  of  the  hunt,  including  the  Sea  Shepherd  Society,  the 
Progressive  Animal  Welfare  Society  and  the  Humane  Society  of  the  United 
States,  say  they  plan  no  demonstrations  now  but  will  definitely  have  a 
presence  when  the  hunt  begins  in  October. 


Sea-Shepherd's  Watson  'Whales  Away'  against  Native  hunt 

NUU-CHAH-NULTH  CHIEF  BACKS  GLOBAL  DRIVE  TO  RENEW  WHALE  HUNT 
Victoria  Times  Colonist,  August  26,  1998,  Page  A4  by  Susan  Chung 

Whale  hunting  is  a practical,  sustainable  way  to  feed  an  ailing  aboriginal 
culture,  but  the  public  is  being  brainwashed  into  believing  that  it  isn't, 
says  the  head  of  the  World  Council  of  Whalers.  Natives  all  over  the  globe 
have  been  whale  hunting  for  centuries  in  a sustainable  manner  before  big 
business  arrived,  and  it  can  be  done  again,  said  Tom  Mexis  Happynook, 
hereditary  whaling  chief  of  the  Nuu-chah-nulth . Natives  are  malnourished  in 
part  because  of  poverty  and  a departure  from  their  traditional  diet,  he 
said . 

"People  are  eating  fried  bologna,  hamburger  soup  and  Kraft  Dinner 
(macaroni).  They  don't  have  the  money.  I think  that's  hard  for  those  who 
can  go  out  and  eat  a lovely  meal  in  a restaurant  to  understand,"  he  said. 
"Our  message  is  that  people  don't  need  to  worry  about  the  whale  population 
plunging.  We  are  not  going  to  over-harvest,"  said  Happynook. 

The  whaling  council  is  gearing  up  to  broadcast  that  message  worldwide, 
especially  with  the  Makah  of  Washington  state  planning  to  hunt  a gray  whale 
Oct.  1.  The  International  Whaling  Commission  has  given  the  Makah  clearance 
to  hunt  up  to  four  gray  whales  each  season.  Whale  hunts  are  a Makah  treaty 
right,  the  only  such  right  in  the  US.  The  Makah  and  the  Nuu-chah-nulth  are 
part  of  the  same  cultural  group.  They  were  separated  when  the  US  Canada 
border  was  established.  Whale  hunting  is  also  a part  of  Nuu-chah-nulth 
past,  said  Happynook,  who  lives  in  the  Victoria  area.  "My  great-grandfather 
in  1928  was  the  last  to  hunt.  People  think  there  is  such  a huge  gap  (since 
the  time  of  the  last  hunt),  but  there  isn't,"  he  said. 

Happynook' s father  would  have  gone  whale  hunting  as  well  but  died  at  a 
fairly  young  age.  The  traditions  and  secret  rituals  were  passed  down  to 
Happynook  who  is  teaching  them  to  his  17-year-old  son.  While  the 
Nuu-chah-nulth  have  made  no  plans  for  a whale  hunt,  Happynook  said  he 
intends  to  fulfil  the  tradition,  which  he  says  has  become  a food  issue. 

But  others  worry  a native  whale  hunt  will  lead  to  a repeat  of  wholesale 
slaughter  of  the  species.  "I  feel  this  return  to  whaling  will  only  set  a 
precedent  for  the  reopening  of  a commercial  hunt  based  on  profit-making," 
said  Anna  Hall,  a marine  biologist.  Hall  and  Andria  Allen  are  organizing  a 
meeting  in  lames  Bay  Saturday  to  protest  the  Makah  whale  hunt.  It  will  be 
held  at  the  lames  Bay  community  school  centre  at  140  Oswego  St.  from  7-9 
p.m.  Paul  Watson  of  the  Sea  Shepherd  Conservation  Society  and  Greenpeace 
founder  will  be  speaking  along  with  Michael  Kundu  of  Project  Sea  Wolf  in 
Seattle. 
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please  spread  widely 

ANTI- RACIST  EMERGENCY  ACTION  NETWORK--  ACTION  ALERT  --DUMP  1ACK  METCALF  NOW 

When  confront  about  having  Rep.  lack  Metcalf  as  a speaker  at  their  "Town 
Hall  Panel"  on  lune  30th  in  Seattle,  Sea  Shepherd  defended  directly  working 
with  Metcalf  and  called  him  a "stellar  leader"  and  one  of  their  supporters 
called  him  "a  great  public  servant".  They  did  not  at  all  try  to  deny  any 
of  the  information  we  gave  them  on  Metcalf.  All  they  would  say  was  that 
Metcalf  supported  their  issue  and  that  is  all  that  is  important.  We  have 
been  informed  by  a lawyer  who  was  an  activist  against  the  former  Apartheid 
regime  in  South  Africa,  in  Olympia,  that  when  they  lobbied  the  legislature 
"he,  several  times  made  staggeringly  racist  comments  about  Africans  being 
genetically  incapable  of  governing  themselves,  and  made  them  in  open 
committee  hearings." 

The  following  information  comes  from  the  files  of  the  ANTI-RACIST 
EMERGENCY  ACTION  NETWORK.  Rep.  lack  Metcalf  is  known  through  out  the 
state  of  Washington  as  the  second  most  influential  long  time  racist 
anti-tribal  activist,  next  to  the  king  of  racism  Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  in  this 


state.  Hack  Metcalf  is  one  of  the  founders  of  S /SPAWN  which  later  became 
the  United  Property  Owners  of  Washington  (UPOW).  And  lack  was  on  the  UPOW 
Board  until  he  left  for  congress.  There  is  a great  over  lap  of  members  and 
rhetoric  between  UPOW  and  the  Washington  Property  Rights  Network  which  is 
led  by  lim  Klauser  who  began,  with  other  officials  of  the  Builders  Industry 
Association  of  Washington,  the  "Wise  Use"  Movement  in  this  state.  They  also 
receive  support  from  the  Center  for  the  Defense  of  Free  Enterprise.  Also 
connected  in  this  is  the  Citizens  Equal  Rights  Alliance,  a co-founder  of 
the  "Wise  Use"  Movement  and  is  a national  anti-treaty  rights  organization. 
UPOW  has  always  used  itself  as  a means  for  white  property  owners  to  fight 
tribal  sovereignty  and  Native  treaty  rights.  They  have  led  the  fight 
against  tribal  shell  fishing  rights,  including  a suit  in  which  the 
Defenders  of  Property  Rights  (DoPR)  is  co-counsel.  DoPR  is  an  extremist 
right  wing  group  whose  board  members  include  lames  Watt,  Ed  Meese,  Robert 
Bork,  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch  and  Sen  Larry  Craig,  and  is  associated  with  the 
Heritage  Foundation,  the  Alliance  for  America  and  other  far  right  wing 
organizations.  Rep.  lack  Metcaf  was  elected  to  congress  along  with  other 
right  wing  "Contract  On  America"  Republicans  like  Linda  Smith  and  Randy 
Tate.  But  lack  just  maybe  the  worst  of  the  much.  The  extreme  right  wing 
paper  "The  Spotlight"  has  had  a number  of  write-ups  on  lack,  and  one  issue 
featured  a photograph  of  him  in  the  office  of  the  Liberty  Lobby  which  is 
the  publisher  of  that  paper.  According  to  the  League  of  Conservation 
Voters  lack  has  one  of  the  worst  environmental  voting  records  in  congress. 

Sea  Shepherd  rather  than  acknowledging  that  they  made  a mistake  in 
joining  forces  with  a man  like  Metcalf,  sought  to  praise  him.  The  only 
reason  Metcalf  is  willing  to  work  with  Sea  Shepherd  is  that  they  are 
fighting  the  Makah  Nation  over  a purposed  whale  hunt,  and  Metcalf  is 
clearly  one  of  them  most  anti-tribal  people  in  congress.  Were  the  issue 
U.S.  corporations  wanting  to  get  back  into  whale  hunting  he  would  be  on  the 
other  side  of  the  issue.  By  joining  forces  with  Metcalf,  Sea  Shepherd  is 
telling  all  those  who  have  been  victimized  by  the  "Contract  On  America", 
the  poor,  people  of  color,  working  people  and  real  environmentalists,  and 
all  Native  people  who  have  been  victimized  by  the  right  wing  racist 

anti-tribal  campaign,  that  their  struggles  are  not  important  to  Sea 

Shepherd.  We  believe  differently.  We  believe  that  all  these  struggles  are 

important  and  none  of  them  should  quietly  sit  back  and  allow  a 

self-righteous  organization  like  Sea  Shepherd  stab  them  in  the  back  by 
joining  forces  with  a man  like  Metcalf.  It  matters  not  how  you  feel  about 
the  issues  of  Sea  Shepherd,  or  its  past  activities,  nothing  justifies  their 
alliance  with  the  extreme  racist  right  wing.  We  are  calling  on  all  people 
to  e-mail  DUMP  METCALF  NOW!  and  their  comments  directly  to  Sea  Shepherd 
at::  projectseawolf@seanet.com  and: 

SeaShepherd@sea shepherd . org . 

In  Solidarity 
Arthur  3.  Miller 
ANTI- RACIST  EMERGENCY 
ACTION  NETWORK 
arthurmiller50@juno . com 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Indians  Call  For  Boycott  of  the 
"Indiana  Native  American  Indian  License  Plates" 

by  Sally  S.  Tuttle 
tuttles@netusal.net 
August  14,  1998 

After  Learning  that  only  twenty-five  percent  (25%)  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  Native  American  Indian  license  plates  may  go  to  caring  for  the  needs 
in  their  community  of  16,000,  Indiana's  Native  American  Indians  have 
[either]  vowed  not  to  purchase  any  of  the  plates  [or]  calle  for  all 
citizens  to  boycott  purchasing  the  plates. 

Once  again  like  so  many  years  ago  the  Native  American  Indians  tried  to 
go  through  the  system.  They  had  first  requested  an  application  for  the 
special  license  plates  from  the  Indiana  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  in 
1994.  In  September  1996,  they  were  sent  an  application,  but  later 
informed  in  writing  that  a moratorium  had  been  set  on  all  new  Indiana 
Vanity  plates.  They  were  told  to  hold  the  application  until  such  time 
when  the  moratorium  was  lifted  and  they  would  be  notified  and  asked 
to  submit  the  application. 

In  February,  State  Senator  Michael  Gery  included  the  Native  American 
Trust  License  Plate  to  the  House  Enrolled  Act  No.  1145,  an  act  which 
amends  the  Indiana  Code  concerning  motor  vehicles.  The  license  plate, 
which  would  bring  in  approximately  $50,000  per  year,  was  designed  to 
assist  today's  Native  American  Indian  population  in  Indiana  with  basic 
health,  education  and  housing  needs.  Instead,  all  funds  will  be  allocated 
to  a museum  about  Native  American  Indians.  Statistics  from  the  1990 
Census  Labor  Force,  Education  and  Income  Data  for  the  State  of  Indiana 
shows  that  over  twenty-two  percent  (22.9%)  of  the  Native  American  Indian 
population  live  in  poverty.  Thirty-five  percent  (35%)  do  not  have  a high 
school  diploma  or  GED.  The  average  income  for  the  Native  American  Indian 
family  ranges  from  $15,000  to  $24,000.  Sixty-five  percent  (65%)  wait 
until  they  are  serious  ill  before  seeking  medical  treatment  because  of 
the  lack  of  health  benefits. 

Native  American  Indians  from  around  the  state  expressed  shock  that 
Senator  Gery  had  not  consulted  with  their  communities  in  proposing  this 
legislation.  The  Act  was  passed  and  signed  without  informing  the  major 
Indian  organizations  in  the  state  which  include  the  Miami  Indians  of 
Indiana,  Pokagon  Band  Potawatomi,  Indiana  American  Manpower  Council  and 
the  Governor  O'Bannon's  Native  American  Indian  Council.  These  four 
organizations  work  directly  with  today's  Indian  population  on  social  and 
economic  issues  and  concerns  facing  Native  American  Indians  in  Indiana. 

At  the  most  recent  meeting  of  the  Governor's  Native  American  Indian 
Council,  the  director  of  the  museum  designated  to  receive  the  proceeds 
>from  the  license  plate  offered  to  donate  twenty-five  percent  (25%)  of  the 
proceeds  to  the  Native  American  Indian  community.  The  remaining  seventy-five 
percent  (75%)  would  then  go  to  fund  the  museum.  This  museum  does  not 
directly  benefit  the  Native  American  community  in  any  way,  except  to  tell 
the  history  of  the  Woodlands  Indians. 

Native  American  Indians  in  the  state  of  Indiana  have  already  vowed  that 
they  will  not  buy  the  license  plate  because  the  funds  will  not  be  managed 
by  a Native  American  Indian  agency,  nor  will  the  majority  of  the 
proceeds  allow  Native  American  Indians  to  help  their  own  people,  Joyce 
(Wesaw)  Green  from  the  Pokagon  Band  Potawatomi  stated  "I  will  tell  my 
whole  family  not  to  buy  the  license  plate". 

Contact:  Sally  S.  Tuttle 
E-mail:  tuttles@netusal.net 
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RE:  Sierra  Blanca  Alert 


Date:  Tue,  25  Aug  1998  16:03:51  -0700  (MST) 

From:  swvl@ctaz.com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : Sierra  Blanca  alert 

UUCP  email 

We  at  Ward  Valley  do  not  say,  "No  nuclear  waste  in  our  backyard!"  We  say, 
"No  nuclear  waste  in  ANYONE'S  backyard!"  We  call  upon  all  of  you  out  there 
to  write  or  call  (since  time  is  of  the  essence,  preferably  call!)  your 
Senator  tell  them  to  vote  NO  on  S270.  Sierra  Blanca  is  another  one  of  those 
big  battles  in  the  war  against  the  nuclear  destruction  of  this  planet. 
Please,  give  them  a hand  in  their  fight.  It  is  so  very  important!!!! 

Friends, 

Greetings  from  Texas!  I'm  writing  on  behalf  of  the  Sierra  Blanca  Legal 
Defense  Fund--a  group  fighting  a low  level  radioactive  waste  dump  planned 
for  an  earth-quake  ridden  site  16  miles  from  the  Rio  Grande  (US/Mexico 
border),  in  the  beautiful  Chiahuahuan  desert  in  a small  Mexican  American  and 
low  income  town  called  Sierra  Blanca.  On  Wednesday,  September  2,  the  US 
Senate  will  make  a final  vote  to  determine  whether  Sierra  Blanca  becomes  the 
nation's  next  low  level  radioactive  waste  dump.  They  will  be  voting  on  the 
Texas-Maine-Vermont  Nuclear  Waste  Compact  bill  (S  270).  We  need  your  help 
to  stop  the  bill! 

Please  call  your  Senators  before  September  2,  or  even  better,  make  a visit 
to  them  while  they  are  back  in  their  home  states  on  vacation  until  August 
31.  Calls  can  be  made  to  the  Congressional  Switchboard  at  202-224-3121. 

Ask  them  to  vote  NO  to  environmental  racism  and  NO  toS  270. 

Although  there  are  13  compacts  and  individual  states  that  are  supposed  to 
be  opening  new  dumps,  popular  opposition  has  stopped  or  stalled  every  one 
of  them,  except  Texas.  We  have  a huge  opposition  movement  here,  including 
people  from  across  Mexico  (the  Mexican  Congress  unanimously  passed  a 
resolution  against  it  and  came  to  visit  Gov.  George  Bush  with  30,000 
signatures  against  the  dump  from  Mexico).  Our  Senators  (Gramm  and 
Hutchison)  are  completely  sold  out  to  the  nuclear  industry.  This  is  why 
we  need  your  help  at  this  crucial  moment.  We  are  only  a month  a way  from 
the  end  of  the  Congressional  session.  Please  help  us  make  the  bill 
controversial  enough  to  either  defeat 
it  or  stall  it  until  October  9, when  the  session  ends. 

BACKGROUND 

After  successfully  fighting  the  Texas-Maine-Vermont  compact  bill  for  3 
years,  dump  opponents  were  disappointed  when  the  US  House  of  Representatives 
voted  305  to  117  in  favor  the  bill  in  Duly.  The  bill  opens  Texas  to 
becoming  the  nation's  next  radioactive  waste  dump  for  commercial  nuclear 
power  plants  by  allowing  not  only  Maine  and  Vermont,  but  ANY  other  state  to 
dump  their  dismantled  power  plants  in  Texas.  Senator  Paul  Wellstone  (D-MN) 
was  committed  to  using  any  and  all  procedural  maneuvers  possible,  including 
a filibuster,  to  stop  the  bill.  All  procedural  maneuvers  are  now  used  up. 
Sen.  Wellstone,  along  with  many  House  members  and  communities  across  Texas 
and  Mexico,  are  outraged  that  an  8-member  conference  committee  stripped  the 
bill  of  an  amendment  agreed  upon  by  both  the  House  and  Senate  that  would 
have  limited  the  waste  Texas  will  have  to  take  to  waste  from  only  Maine  and 
Vermont.  It  is  very  unusual  for  a conference  committee  to  strip  off  an 
amendment  agreed  upon  by  both  House  and  Senate. 

Rep.  Doggett  was  one  of  the  main  opponents  of  the  bill  in  the  House. 
"...[Ajnyone  who  has  come  to  Texas  has  learned  that  one  of  the  great 
qualities  of  our  entire  state  is  something  called  Texas  hospitality ...  But 
that  very  good  and  rare  quality  is  being  taken  just  a little  too  far  when 
it  comes  to  this  compact,  because  there  are  those  in  Texas  who  basically  are 
saying  'send  us  your  radioactive  garbage.'  Unfortunately,  at  the  top  of  the 
list  is  our  Governor,  George  W.  Bush,"  explained  Rep.  Doggett  during  the 


floor  debate.  "I  find  interesting  the  emphasis  on  the  word  'low'  when 
talking  about  radioactive  waste.  Well,  let  me  tell  my  colleagues  how  low 
this  waste  is.  It  is  low  enough  to  kill  you.  It  is  low  enough  to  kill 
people  for  thousands  of  years  to  come.  It  is  low  enough  to  kill  anyone  in 
the  future  that  might  exist  on  this  planet  that  would  never  remember  those 
of  us  that  are  gathered  on  the  floor  of  this  Congress  today." 

Rep.  Becerra,  Chair  of  the  Hispanic  Caucus,  stated  during  the  floor 
debate,  "I  think  it's  unfortunate  that  once  again  we're  seeing  communities 
that  are  poor,  often  times  unrepresented  well  because  they  are  not 
sophisticated  politically  and  may  not  have  the  money  to  give  to  campaigns 
or  whatever  the  reason,  now  again  being  dumped  upon.  Let  me  read  a letter 
sent  yesterday  by  LULAC:  ' The  decision  Congress  now  faces  on  this  matter 
cannot  be  made  in  a vacuum,  ignoring  serious  environmental  justice  questions 
that  have  been  raised  about  the  site  selection  process.  These  unjust 
procedures  are  in  contradiction  of  the  1994  Executive  Order  that  firmly 
upheld  environmental  justice.  LULAC  would  caution  Congress  not  to  be 
complicit  in  what  has  become,  intentionally  or  not,  a repulsive  trend  in 
this  county  to  place  the  most  hazardous  and  undesirable  facilities  in 
politically  powerless  communities  with  high  percentages  of  poor, 
communities  of  color. ' " 

Rep.  Reyes  said,  " I do  not  believe  we  should  be  considering  a conference 
report  that  ignores  the  will  of  both  the  House  and  Senate.  . . I think  the 
people  of  West  Texas  deserve  better  treatment  by  this  House  than  they  have 
received  on  this  issue.  If  Texas  state  regulators  don't  support  the  Sierra 
Blanca  site,  why  should  we  jeopardize  the  health  and  the  well-being  of 
people  in  West  Texas?" 

The  controversial  bill,  which  was  defeated  by  the  House  in  1995,  and 
failed  to  get  enough  votes  to  be  brought  to  the  floor  in  1996,  was  voted  on 
again  in  1997  after  intense  lobbying  from  Governor  Bush  and  the  nuclear 
industry.  The  bill  was  amended  in  the  House  by  Rep.  Lloyd  Doggett  in  1997 
and  by  Sen.  Wellstone  in  1998.  The  Doggett  amendment,  passed  by  3/4  of  the 
House  and  the  entire  Senate,  made  approval  of  the  tri-state  agreement 
contingent  upon  allowing  only  those  three  states  to  dump  at  the  Texas  site. 
An  additional  amendment  by  Wellstone  and  passed  unanimously  by  the  Senate 
clarified  the  legal  rights  of  local  residents  and  business  owners  to 
challenge  discrimination  based  on  color,  national  origin,  race,  or  income 
level  and  gave  residents  the  right  to  sue  to  stop  implementation  of  the 
compact . 

"This  bill  would  never  have  even  been  heard  if  it  weren't  for  Gov.  Bush 
lobbying  personally  and  through  his  office  of  State-Federal  Relations,"  said 
Bill  Addington,  Sierra  Blanca  resident  and  business  owner.  "Rep.  Doggett 
called  the  Governor's  bluff  with  his  amendment  and  now  it  should  be  clear  to 
everyone  that  the  three-state  limit  was  nothing  but  sheep's  clothing  to  get 
this  national  dump  shoved  down  our  throats." 

Although  the  compact  bill,  if  passed,  will  trigger  $55  million  in  funds 
from  Maine  and  Vermont  to  dig  the  dump,  no  construction  can  begin  until  the 
Texas  Legislature  appropriates  the  construction  budget.  The  Texas 
Legislature  reconvenes  in  January,  1998. 

Thank  you  so  much, 

Erin  Rogers 
Executive  Director, 

Sierra  Blanca  Legal  Defense  Fund 
517  Navasota 
Austin,  TX  78702 
512-472-0855 

www.compassionate.org/sbldf 
Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F St. 

Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 
http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 
http : //www . ctaz . com/~swvl 
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THE  SOCIAL  SPENDING  POLICY  IN  CHIAPAS:  A MYTH 

One  of  the  basic  themes  of  President  Ernesto  Zedillo  and  Governor  Roberto 
Albores'  strategy  for  Chiapas  concerns  the  policies  of  social  spending,  the 
supposed  "additional  expenditures"  for  development  in  the  state.  Among  the 
social  and  public  investment  funds  and  programs,  which  the  federal  and 
state  governments  have  announced,  are,  among  others:  "The  Mayan  World," 
"The  State  Plan  for  Tourist  Development,"  "Regional  Funds,"  "Program  for 
the  Northern  Zoque  Region,"  "Program  for  Municipal  Social  Structure  Fund," 
"PROGRESA,"  "Co-investment  for  Social  Development,"  "Credit  by  the  Word," 
"100  Cities  Program,"  "Annual  Operational  Program  for  Chiapas,"  "Alliance 
for  the  Countryside,"  "Temporary  Work  Program,"  "PROCAMO,"  "Kilo  for  Kilo," 
"BANRURAL  Credits,"  "National  Fund  for  Social  Enterprises, " - FONAES  - and 
the  "Educational  Disadvantage  Support  Program"  - PARE  -,  etc. 

President  Zedillo  and  Governor  Albores  have  not  grown  tired  of  inventing 
conventions  and  Agreements.  So  far  this  year  they  have  announced  the 
following:  "Social  Accord  for  the  Welfare  and  Development  of  the  Sierra 
Region  of  Chiapas,"  "State  Accord  for  Peace  and  Reconciliation  in  Chiapas," 
"Convention  for  Collaboration  and  Administrative  Coordination  between  the 
federal  government  and  the  State  Congress  of  Chiapas,"  "Coordination 
Agreement  for  Political  Stability,  Community  Reconciliation,  Social 
Development  and  Economic  Growth  between  the  State  Government  and  42 
Municipalities . " 

But,  how  much  money  is  the  government  really  investing  in  order  to 
contribute  to  a solution  to  poverty,  and  to  the  causes  which  gave  rise  to 
the  armed  conflict  between  the  EZLN  and  the  Federal  Government,  with  all 
these  programs  and  agreements?  Let  us  examine  some  examples  prior  to  the 
third  spending  cut  for  the  country,  announced  in  Duly,  and  in  the  context 
of  the  economic  crisis  the  country  is  going  through  (see  Bulletins  118  and 
119) : 

1)  The  "Social  Accord  for  the  Welfare  and  Development  of  the  Sierra  Region 
in  Chiapas"  which  President  Zedillo  signed  as  witness  in  Dune,  announced  a 
total  of  215.1  million  pesos  (mdp)  for  8 municipalities  with  a population 
of  153,  755  residents,  who  will,  on  average,  receive  $3.83  pesos  daily 
during  1998  ($0.43  USD*)  for  social  development,  production,  social 
infrastructure  and  other  arenas,  in  order  to  lift  the  population  out  of 
poverty.  It  is  worth  recalling  that  the  Minsa  Group  alone  will  pay  more 
than  386  million  pesos  (mdp)  by  purchasing,  in  Duly,  the  public  business, 
Almacenadora  Centro  Occidente  S.A.  de  C.V.  (ACOSA),  or,  the  equivalent  of 
180%  more  than  the  government  will  be  spending  to  combat  poverty  in  8 
municipalities  in  Chiapas.  From  another  perspective,  the  215.1  mdp 
represents  only  24%  of  what  the  former  President's  brother,  Raul  Salinas, 
in  prison  today,  amassed  in  Swiss  banks  (100  million  USD). 

2)  The  "Agreement  for  Coordination  of  Political  Stability,  Community 
Reconciliation,  Social  Development  and  Economic  Growth  between  the  State 
Government  and  42  Municipalities"  (the  poorest  in  the  state,  out  of  a total 
of  111),  and  which  was  just  announced  in  Dune,  is  attempting  to  support. 


with  an  amount  of  2,400  mdp  (prion  to  the  second  budget  cut  in  the  country 
in  March,  more  funds  were  announced  for  this  Agreement),  with  925,000 
residents,  would  reach  - even  including  the  non-indigenous  - an  average  of 
$7.11  pesos  per  day  through  1998  ($0.79  USD),  when  the  price  of  a kilo  of 
eggs  will  rise  approximately  $12  pesos. 

3)  The  "Program  Against  Educational  Disadvantage  and  Health"  (PROGRESA) 
announces  the  same  support  for  the  same  municipalities,  but  with  an  amount 
of  1600  mdp  (it  is  hard  to  imagine  that  it  is  distinct  from  the  previous 
program,  more  likely  part  of  it),  for  the  support  of  health  and  educational 
scholarships  for  poor  children,  60%  of  which  will  be  managed  directly  by 
the  mostly  PRI  municipal  authorities.  If  we  think  about  that  population, 
they  would  receive  $4.74  pesos  per  day  per  resident  ($0.53  USD).  According 
to  the  US  Center  for  International  Policies,  Mexico  received  more  than 
$1,000,000  USD  (mdd)  from  that  country  in  1997  for  the  training  of  192 
Mexican  soldiers  in  United  States  institutions,  which  would  be  the 
equivalent  of  almost  $50,000  pesos  (more  than  $5000  USD)  for  each  soldier 
as  part  of  the  expenditures  for  a course  in  the  neighboring  country. 

4)  The  "Program  for  the  Northern  Zoque  Zone,"  Governor  Albores  announced 
support  primarily  for  livestock,  produce  and  floral  programs,  in  February, 
prior  to  the  last  two  national  budget  cuts  (and,  therefore,  all  of  this 
might  not  arrive  now),  for  an  amount  of  7 mdp  for  8 municipalities,  which 
would  mean  an  average  of  $0.20  Mexican  centavos  a day  for  each  one  of  the 
residents  ($0.02  USD).  With  this  amount  he  attempts  to  boost  the  economy  of 
the  region  devastated  by  oil  extraction,  the  fires,  etc. 

5)  The  "Program  of  the  Municipal  Social  Structure  Fund"  was  announced  by 
Governor  Albores  in  February,  for  a total  amount  of  57,086,684  pesos  for 
the  111  state  municipalities,  which  would  apply  an  economic  apportioning  of 
$0.04  centavos  per  capita  per  day.  In  addition,  it  must  be  remembered 
that,  of  the  8 municipalities  for  whom  this  fabulous  amount  was  decreased, 

2 of  them  were  governed  by  the  opposition  (Tuzantan  and  Sitala),  and  in 
another  it  never  even  arrived  (the  municipality  of  Nicolas  Ruiz,  where  the 
police-military  operation  was  carried  out  with  more  than  1000  troops, 
resulting  in  more  than  150  PRD  members  jailed).  For  the  first  time  100% 
was  sent  to  the  municipal  authorities  in  one  single  remittance. 

6)  The  "18  Regional  Funds"  program  announced  a budget  of  70  mdp  for  74 
Chiapas  municipalities,  which  would  mean  that  each  municipality  would 
receive  $2,591.63  pesos  per  day  ($287.96  USD)  to  rebuild  their  economies. 

If  one  of  these  municipalities  were  to  have  a minimum  of  15,000  residents, 
the  per  capita  amount  would  be  $0.17  a day  ($0.02  USD).  It  is  worth  noting 
that,  according  to  the  opposition  PRD  party,  the  interim  Governor  spent  60 
mdp  to  promote  his  "State  Agreement  for  Peace  and  Reconciliation  in 
Chiapas,"  almost  the  same  as  for  development  for  the  indigenous  in  74 
municipalities . 

7)  The  "Co-investment  for  Social  Development"  program  between  the  federal 
and  state  governments,  announced  in  April  for  Chiapas,  has  a budget  of  1460 
mdp,  which  would  mean  an  average  of  $1.00  peso  per  day  per  resident  ($0.12 
USD),  which  the  federal  government  will  be  contributing  to  Chiapas  in  three 
categories  of  direct  funds  to  the  municipalities,  basic  works  and  services 
and  the  strengthening  of  municipal  finances  (something  like  paying  their 
debts).  This  is  what  the  federation  gives  back  to  Chiapas,  which  produces 
a high  percentage  of  the  oil  in  the  country,  as  well  as  electrical  energy, 
coffee,  maize,  tourism  and  other  currency  generators. 

8)  The  program  "Credit  by  the  Word"  for  temporary  farm  workers  and  for 
"social  and  economic  development,"  announced  in  April  a total  of  444  mdp 
benefiting  93,000  temporary  workers,  which  would  be  the  equivalent  of  $13 
pesos  per  day  ($1.45  USD).  However,  in  order  to  equip  the  police,  the 
municipality  of  Sabanilla  alone,  in  the  Northern  zone,  received  more  than 
$675,000  pesos  for  the  "Municipal  Public  Security  Council"  ($75,000  USD). 

8)  The  tourism  program  "100  Cities,"  with  an  announced  investment  of  12.3 
mdp  (64%  to  100  cities  in  Chiapas,  20%  to  historical  centers  and  16%  to 
solid  waste  centers),  will  be  benefiting  each  city  an  average  amount  of 
$336.9  pesos  per  day  ($37.44  USD).  If  a city  had  only  1000  residents,  an 
average  $0.34  Mexican  centavos  would  reach  them  daily  ($0.04  USD). 

9)  The  "Alliance  for  the  Countryside"  program  with  federal  and  state 
investments,  announced  by  President  Ernesto  Zedillo  in  May  during  one  of 


his  trips  to  the  state,  and  prior  to  the  third  national  budget  cut, 
heralded  243  mdp  in  aid  (almost  the  same  amount  destined  for  the  "National 
Reforestation  Program, " 250  mdp,  according  to  an  announcement  by 
environmental  authorities  in  May) . If  we  take  just  the  42  poorest 
municipalities  in  Chiapas  who  will  be  receiving  aid  from  this  program, 
there  would  be  a corresponding  per  capita  amount  of  $0.72  Mexican  centavos 
for  the  indigenous  ($0.08  USD).  This  program  also  will  be  purchasing 
cattle  for  the  cattle  sector,  machinery  such  as  balers,  chickens,  food, 
etc.  On  the  other  hand,  as  a comparative  exercise,  indigenous  prisoners 
are  currently  being  charged  between  5000  and  17,000  pesos  bond  for  their 
release  (between  more  than  $500  USD  and  $2000  USD),  such  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Taniperla  prisoners. 

10)  The  "Program  of  Temporary  Employment,"  after  two  national  budget 
cuts,  and  before  the  third,  announced  an  amount  of  44  mdp  for  the  creation 
of  21,000  temporary  jobs,  for  the  purpose  of  hiring  labor  for  the 
construction  of  4000  kilometers  of  rural  roads.  If  these  21,000  persons 
were  to  be  employed  for  three  months,  they  would  receive  an  average  of  $23 
pesos  a day  ($2.59  USD).  In  addition,  it  is  absurd  to  think  that  the  means 
necessary  for  building  roads,  such  as  workers'  wages,  can  be  broken  down 
into  "programs."  This  44  mdp  is  the  equivalent  of  just  20%  of  what  the 
current  PRI  governor  in  the  state  of  Tabasco  spent  in  his  election 
campaign,  which  resulted  in  his  having  to  face  legal  charges;  and  it  is 
about  the  same  spent  by  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Puebla  for  consultancy 
services  during  1997  (more  than  43  mdp). 

11)  The  "PROCAMPO"  program  consists  of  economic  supports  for  each  hectare 
the  campesinos  devote  to  maize.  For  the  month  of  May,  President  Zedillo 
announced  566  mdp  for  Chiapas;  for  the  month  of  Duly,  agriculture 
officials  cut  it  back  to  240  mdp,  supporting  the  production  of  900,000 
hectares,  which  would  mean  $266.6  pesos  per  hectare  of  maize  for  seeding 
and  harvesting  ($29.60  USD),  money  which  the  campesinos  use  to  cover  other 
urgent  necessities.  It  is  worth  remembering  that  agriculture  officials 
report  that  there  will  be  at  least  13  million  tons  of  grain  imported  into 
the  country  this  year. 

12)  "National  Fund  for  Social  Enterprises" (FONAES)  will  allocate  for 
1998,  according  to  the  presidential  announcement  made  during  his  May  visit 
to  Chiapas,  an  amount  of  100  mdp  that  will  be  divided  up  in  the  following 
manner:  32%  to  micro-businesses;  28%  to  social  organizations;  26%  for 
agricultural,  agri-business  and  extractive  activities;  8%  in  planning  and 
technical  assistance.  As  a counterpoint,  in  May  the  interim  governor 
announced  a total  of  45,460.000  pesos  (45%  of  the  FONAES  amount)  for  the 
police  departments  of  only  60%  of  the  state's  municipalities. 
Contradictorily,  two  months  later,  and  after  the  third  federation  budget 
cut,  during  his  sixth  presidential  visit,  Zedillo  announced  a total  of  250 
mdp  of  FONAES  monies  for  Chiapas,  impacting  on  87  municipalities  in  the 
state,  which  "represents  40%  of  the  total  FONAES  budget  for  all  of  the 
Mexican  Republic,"  and  the  equally  poor  states  of  Guerrero  and  Oaxaca? 

13)  "Agricultural  Development  Program  1998  for  the  Northern,  Northern 
Selva  and  Los  Altos  Zones,"  announced  by  President  Zedillo  in  Duly,  for  a 
total  of  17  municipalities,  affecting  13,600  producers  in  438  communities, 
with  a total  amount  of  40  mdp,  the  equivalent  of  $2941  pesos  per  producer 
($327  USD),  which  will  be  delivered  in  technical  assistance,  seed 
improvement,  plant  and  animal  safety,  more  resistant  plants  and  equipment 
for  development  in  the  poorest  region  in  the  state. 

14)  The  "Maya  World"  Program"  which  earmarks  70  mdp  (35%  of  the  entire 
Mayan  Route),  for  tourism  development  through  roads  for  tourist  access, 
airport,  promotion,  etc.,  in  addition  to  45  mdp  for  two  tourism  centers 
(Can~on  del  Sumidero  and  Palenque),  totaling  115  mdp  ($12.5  million  USD). 
However,  for  the  boosting  of  coffee  production  alone,  which  was  severely 
damaged  by  the  fires  this  year,  the  governor  announced  in  Dune  supports  of 
24  mdp  (35%  of  the  Mayan  World). 

15)  There  are  other  categories  announced  by  the  governor  prior  to  the 
third  national  budget  cut:  a)  20  mdp  for  cattle  ranchers  in  the 
municipality  of  Tonala,  which  will  be  distributed  among  69  projects, 
averaging  $289,855  pesos  each  (the  governor  is  a cattle  rancher);  b)  900 
mdp  to  the  communications  sector  for  tourism  and  foreign  investment,  while 


almost  the  same  amount  is  announced  for  health  and  housing  (1000  and  950, 
respectively);  c)  5 mdp  to  "rehabilitate"  the  Frailesca  zone,  while  the 
Mexican  Red  Cross  announces  in  March  that  just  one  international  aid 
benefit  for  the  displaced  will  be  more  than  13  mdp,  more  than  double  what 
Albores  will  spend  trying  to  "rehabilitate"  the  Frailesca  camp;  also,  the 
strategic  bridge  for  use  by  the  Mexican  Army,  "Paso  Chanal,"  in  the 
municipality  of  Tila,  cost  more  than  10  mdp. 

It  remains  necessary  to  consider  other  factors  which  affect  the  real  impact 
of  these  meager  government  investments: 

1)  The  economic  resources  which  are  "announced,"  but  which  take  months  to 
reach  the  Chiapas  administration.  For  example,  agriculture  authorities  in 
Duly  had  to  deliver  a check  for  3 mdp  as  a bridge  loan  (until  the  federal 
monies  arrive)  to  soy  producers  in  the  Soconusco. 

2)  The  announced  "resources"  are  later  reduced  by  each  of  the  three 
budget  cuts  made  by  the  federation.  89%  of  Chiapas  state  investments  come 
>from  the  General  Participation  Fund  and  the  Municipal  Fund;  if  oil 
contributes  32%  to  the  federal  income,  with  the  oil  crisis,  the  decrease  in 
federal  funds  impacts  considerably  on  Chiapas. 

3)  Not  all  the  resources  which  are  "announced"  reach  the  state  of 
Chiapas.  The  municipal  president  of  Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  from  the  PAN 
opposition  party,  reported  in  Dune  that  the  Administrative  Committee  for 
the  Federal  Program  for  School  Construction  had  not  released  the  funds  for 
school  construction,  in  addition  to  it's  having  suffered  a cut  in  the 
budget.  The  municipality  also  had  a budget  cut  of  14.5  mdp.  The  State 
Democratic  Assembly  of  the  Chiapaneco  People  (AEDPCH)  denounced  that  the 
affiliated  organizations  only  received  50%  of  what  they  had  been  promised 
>from  the  "Kilo  for  Kilo"  program.  During  the  sixth  presidential  visit  to 
Chiapas,  the  Business  Coordination  Council  mentioned  that,  despite  the 
continuous  announcements  made  during  his  previous  five  visits,  the  funds 
had  not  arrived. 

4)  Of  the  resources  which  do  arrive,  many  are  not  administered.  In  May 
the  Coordination  for  Planning  and  Development  (COPLADE)  stated  that,  since 
October  1997,  projects  had  not  been  administered  in  40  communities  in 
Marques  de  Comillas,  and  previously  only  between  30  and  40%  of  the  projects 
had  been  carried  out.  As  a consequence,  the  Federation  of  National 
Chambers  of  Commerce  of  Chiapas  (FECANACO),  stated  in  Dune  that  the 
Comptroller's  office  should  carry  out  an  investigation  and  see  if  the 
resources  which  had  been  announced  by  the  President  were  truly  being 
delivered,  because,  he  said,  there  are  projects  which  are  not  completed 
owing  to  small  details. 

5)  Of  those  which  do  arrive  and  are  released,  not  all  are  applied  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  "announced,"  but  are  diverted.  In  the 
municipality  of  Frontera  Comalapa,  the  campesino  organization  MOCRI  states 
they  did  not  receive  the  promised  resources  for  the  month  of  Danuary  1998 
>from  the  Department  of  Social  Development  (SEDESOL) . The  businesses  of 
COPARMEX  denounced  that  between  1994  and  1995  the  Department  of 
Communications  and  Transportation  earmarked  2500  mdp  for  the 
Ocozocoautla-Cosoleacaque  highway,  but  it  was  diverted  to  cover  "social 
problems  in  Chiapas." 

6)  Of  those  which  do  arrive  to  be  utilized,  not  all  go  to  the  campesinos 
or  indigenous,  some  being  spent  in  increased  salaries,  equipment 
purchasing,  vehicles  and  other  administrative  expenses  of  government 
departments,  as  the  beneficiaries  in  the  case  of  the  funds  for  project 
support.  In  other  cases,  some  funds  for  the  indigenous  go  to  mestizos.  In 
this  regard,  the  President  of  the  National  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
Restaurant  Industry  (CANIRAC)  noted  that  the  president's  visit  to  Chiapas 
should  not  be  monopolized,  nor  should  they  expect  an  economic 
apportionment;  he  said  that  the  funds  are  indeed  flowing,  but  to  the 
Northern  zone,  and  often,  regrettably,  not  to  the  indigenous  poor. 

7)  Many  of  the  projects  which  are  undertaken  are  not  completed.  In  the 
municipality  of  Pantepec,  among  others,  municipal  projects  are  not 
completed,  as  one  of  many  examples. 

8)  Some  of  those  "announced"  are  not  in  reality  "additional  resources," 


rather  part  of  the  same,  now  reduced,  budgets  or,  in  the  case  of  federal 
funds,  used  to  cover  PART  of  Chiapas'  budget  deficit.  So  far  this  year  the 
state  of  Chiapas  has  a paltry  GDP  of  a little  more  than  66  mdp  (1.8%  of  the 
national  GNP),  according  to  the  Department  of  Economic  Development,  30%  of 
what  is  in  the  Social  Accord  for  Welfare  and  Development  in  the  Sierra 
region  of  Chiapas  for  1998. 

9)  Many  of  the  resources  are  not  from  the  federal  and  state  government's 
own  funds,  rather  from  multinational  organizations  which  subsidize  social 
spending  and  poverty  alleviation  through  programs  in  education  and  health, 
among  others;  such  as:  UNESCO,  FAO,  the  Population  Fund  of  the  United 
Nations  - FNUAP  - the  World  Bank,  the  International  Development  Bank,  etc.; 

the  government  does  not  have  autonomy  in  either  the  designation  nor  the 
management  of  these  funds  in  their  "social  spending  policies."  Because  of 
this,  some  of  the  issues  on  the  agenda  between  the  federal  government  and 
the  UN  Secretary  General  were:  financing  development  and  international 
economy  perspectives,  cooperation  in  the  working  programs  of  specialized 
agencies  represented  in  Mexico  and  cooperation  on  the  environment  (fires  in 
Chiapas  affected  more  than  130,000  hectares,  requiring  129  million  trees 
and  200  years  for  reforestation,  according  to  the  Department  of  Ecology, 
Natural  Resources  and  Fisheries).  In  the  case  of  the  42  poorest 
municipalities  in  Chiapas,  with  a population  index  of  5.1  children  per 
woman  (in  other  areas,  up  to  7 children),  the  Population  Fund  of  the  United 
Nations  (FNUAP)  spends  $1,939,000  USD  for  reproductive  health  programs  and 
promotional  strategies  (to  reduce  the  population  of  the  poor).  On  the 
other  hand,  in  the  middle  of  1997  UNICEF  announced  more  than  one  million 
dollars  for  Chiapas,  with  a ceiling  of  $150,000,  for  water,  sanitation  and 
the  environment  in  the  Ocosingo  region  - where  are  these  resources? 

10)  Many  benefits  which  are  announced  or  carried  out  are  manipulated 
politically  (for  certain  groups  staunchly  supporting  the  regime),  or  timed 
politically  (in  the  context  of  the  next  October  1998  elections  in  Chiapas) . 

On  Duly  10  the  governor  released  1,300,000  pesos  under  the  "Alliance  for 
the  Countryside"  Program,  to  3600  PRI  supporting  families  in  the  Can~adas 
zone,  a zapatista  zone  of  influence  (the  equivalent  of  $361  pesos  per 
family),  through  the  delivery  of  beans,  lambs,  pigs,  birds,  etc.,  which  is 
not  different  from  any  other  welfare  assistance.  Meanwhile,  the 
spokesperson  for  the  Rural  Association  of  Collective  Interests  - Union  of 
Unions,  stated  that  in  the  Can~adas  region,  more  than  60,000  persons  lack 
basic  grains,  and  at  least  30%  of  them  have  nothing  to  eat. 

11)  . The  benefits  that  do  manage  to  reach  Chiapas  are  mired  in 
corruption,  which  deplete  the  resources  even  more.  In  the  municipality  of 
Mapastepec,  coffee  growing  campesinos  from  at  least  26  ejidos  denounced 
that  a minimum  of  600,000  pesos  from  the  National  Fund  for  Businesses  in 
Solidarity  (FONAES)  did  not  reach  them.  The  corruption  stretches  from 
government  circles  to  the  very  organizations  receiving  the  funds,  passing 
through  the  municipal  authorities. 

12)  In  many  cases  the  "announced"  funds  are  the  same  as  those  already 
"announced"  previously,  under  another  name,  category.  Convention, 

Agreement,  etc.  That  is,  the  same  funds  are  announced  in  different  formats. 

13)  There  is  no  law  monitoring  the  application  of  the  funds,  and  the 
Secretary  of  Social  Development,  Esteban  Moctezuma,  expressed  the  need  for 
a "Social  Development  Law"  so  that  the  programs,  resources  and  bodies 
associated  with  this  sector  can  be  monitored.  In  the  case  of  the  resources 
managed  by  the  National  Indigenous  Institute  for  economic  programs,  there 
has  been  uncontrolled  wasting  of  resources,  a lost  fund  and  no  verification 
of  their  true  impact. 

14)  Many  benefits  go  to  politically  and  economically  "profitable" 
sectors,  not  to  the  poorest.  Agriculture  authorities,  for  example,  sent  20 
tractors  at  half-price  to  producers  in  the  Soconusco  and  Istmo  Costa 
regions,  as  part  of  the  ""Mechanization  of  the  Alliance  for  the  Countryside 
and  Production  for  Reconciliation  in  Chiapas,"  which  they  do  not  do  for  the 
indigenous  in  the  Can~adas,  to  whom  they  only  sent  seeds,  money,  medicines, 
etc.  On  the  other  hand,  at  least  500  fishermen  in  the  municipality  of 
Tonala,  affiliated  with  the  Regional  Federation  of  Cooperative  Fishermen's 
Societies  in  Chiapas,  announced  their  separation  from  the  official  party 
and  their  affiliation  with  the  opposition  PRD,  because  they  were  not  able 


to  count  on  government  supports  for  their  production,  which  means  the  poor 
fishermen  are  not  beneficiaries  of  either  the  "Sustainable  Growth  Program 
for  the  Chiapas  Coast,"  or  the  Fisheries  Development  Plan  for  the  Chiapas 
Coast,"  as  announced  by  the  Governor  in  the  state.  In  the  same  way,  other 
visits  by  President  Zedillo,  just  as  the  destination  of  the  funds,  go 
towards  supporting  cattlemen  (payment  for  lands  or  delivery  of  stud  bulls) 
or  to  powerful  coffee  growing  export  organizations  who  bring  currency  into 
the  state,  such  as  ISMAM  (which  will  generate  approximately  $352  million 
USD  for  Chiapas,  by  being  the  primary  exporter  of  coffee  to  Argentina), 
"Otiolio  Montan~o,"  or  for  campesino  organizations  like  SOCAMA,  cited  as 
being  the  primary  base  for  the  presumed  paramilitary  group  Peace  and  Justice. 

15)  The  55  thousand  million  pesos  disbursed  by  former  Governor  Julio 
Cesar  Ruiz  Ferro  from  the  federation  had  no  impact.  Opposition  political 
parties,  as  well  as  some  businesses,  demanded  an  audit  of  those  monies 
which  were  distributed  during  his  administration,  when  all  sectors  are 
stating  that  conditions  in  Chiapas  are  worse  than  they  were  before  the 
uprising  of  the  armed  conflict.  In  response  to  these  questions.  Governor 
Albores  Guillen  states  that  those  monies  "are  certainly  spread  out  in 
activities."  However,  now  the  governor  states  that  the  federation's 
contribution  to  Chiapas  in  1998  will  be  18  thousand  million  pesos  for 
public  works  and  Social  Development  ($13.7  pesos  daily  per  chiapaneco, 
equal  to  1.5  USD,  equal  to  two  jugs  of  20-liter  purified  water,  equal  to  2 
liters  of  milk,  equal  to  one  kilo  of  eggs,  a half  a kilo  of  chicken,  a kilo 
and  a half  of  tomatoes. 

16)  Some  organizations  simultaneously  gain  access  to  various  funds,  since 
there  are  no  mechanisms  to  guard  against  this,  and  some  resources  are 
managed  by  the  state  government,  others  by  federal  departments,  without 
meaningful  coordination. 

Further  still,  there  is  another  important  element  to  consider  when 
measuring  the  "substantial"  government  resources  for  "peace  and  development 
in  Chiapas."  The  previous  figures  and  programs  were  announced  by  the 
government  prior  to  the  third  budget  cut  of  July  8 this  year.  Along  with 
the  reduction  of  expenditures  in  the  federal  budget  for  1998,  which 
occurred  at  the  end  of  1997,  three  other  cuts  are  added  because  of  the  oil 
crisis:  1)  On  January  14,  15,275  mdp  was  cut;  2)  On  March  24,  9000  mdp 
was  cut;  3)  on  July  8,  9800  mdp  was  cut.  The  total  reduction  in  the 
national  budget  has  been  36,247  mdp.  According  to  Department  of  Treasury 
figures,  with  the  cuts  in  expenditures  to  the  country's  budget,  the 
government  will  not  be  building  29,500  housing  units  in  the  country  (out  of 
the  80,000  planned);  it  will  cancel  71,800  "Credits  by  the  Word"  and  it 
will  postpone  the  construction  of  8 federal  highways;  at  least  2500 
families  will  not  be  included  in  the  "PROGRESA"  of  the  950,000  planned  (out 
of  40  million  in  poverty  in  the  country);  the  expansion  and  remodeling  of 
10  rural  hospitals  has  been  cancelled;  the  goals  of  the  National 
Commission  of  Water  and  the  programs  for  sports  facilities  will  be  reduced; 

in  the  same  way,  contributions  will  be  reduced  to  the  "100  Cities" 
program,  to  the  National  Fund  for  Popular  Housing  (FONHAPO),  etc.,  etc.  In 
addition,  inflation  is  calculated  to  accrue  at  8.28%  so  far  this  year. 

President  Ernesto  Zedillo  himself  stated  that  the  budget  cuts  are  not 
popular  because  they  entail  effects  which  are  "difficult  and  painful  in  the 
short-term,"  but  they  are  decisions  which  "we  have  to  take  in  order  to 
avoid  more  unpleasant  consequences"  Paradoxically,  the  double-talk  makes 
its  appearance:  "(-)  there  will  be  economic  growth  and  the  creation  of 
jobs  this  year  (-)  the  readjustments  in  the  public  finances  will  allow  us 
to  continue  growing  and  creating  jobs  this  year  (-),"  the  President  also 
stated.  However,  Congress  of  the  Union  legislators  said  the  three  federal 
budget  cuts  will  have  such  an  impact  that  at  least  200,000  persons  will  be 
let  go  from  federal  departments  and  businesses  in  Mexico  City  alone,  of 
which  50%  will  enter  the  ranks  of  the  informal  and  the  transient. 

According  to  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  of  the  state  of  Chiapas,  after 
the  first  federal  budget  cut,  100  mdp  would  be  cut  for  Chiapas;  curiously, 
after  the  second  federal  cut,  the  state  accumulated  a cutback  of  106  mdp 
(almost  12  million  dollars) . In  response  to  criticisms  concerning  the  lack 
of  any  advance  in  the  programs  combating  poverty  in  Chiapas,  the  Secretary 
of  Social  Development  stated  that  "Any  day  you  like  you  can  see  in  detail. 


program  by  program,  how  they  are  being  carried  out,  taking  into  account, 
obviously,  that  once  the  resources  have  been  assigned,  the  programs  should 
be  judged  by  their  effectiveness." 

During  the  month  of  May  and  the  presidential  visit,  and  before  the  third 
federal  budget  cut,  the  government  announced  a total  of  853  mdp  for  Chiapas 
in  three  programs:  Alliance  for  the  Countryside,  Temporary  lobs  and 
PROCAMPO.  Two  months  later,  and  after  the  third  national  budget  cut,  the 
Department  of  Rural  Development  reported  that  for  the  month  of  Dune  the 
total  of  these  three  programs  was  294,365,032  pesos,  or,  a fourth  of  what 
had  previously  been  announced,  meaning  that  the  analysis  we  made  at  the 
beginning  of  the  per  capita  benefits  is  even  more  meager. 

Because  of  this,  the  Mexican  government  has  to  come  up  with  more  loans  in 
order  to  deal  with  poverty:  in  the  same  month  of  Dune,  a credit  was  signed 
with  the  World  Bank  for  $300  million  in  order  to  extend  the  Program  for 
Sustainable  Economic  Development  in  marginalized  Rural  Zones  to  10  more 
indigenous  regions,  among  them  being  the  Northern,  Selva,  Los  Altos, 
Centro-Frailesca  and  Sierra  de  Chiapas  Zones. 

The  federal  government  is  taking  all  possible  measures  to  counteract  the 
budget  deficit:  1)  increasing  taxes  (Mexico  collects  3%  of  the  Gross 
National  Product  - GNP  - through  the  Value  Added  Tax  - VAT  -);  2) 
increasing  the  cost  of  state  services;  3)  eliminating  the  few  remaining 
subsidies  for  the  country's  40  million  most  impoverished;  4)  accelerating 
privatization  in  all  sectors;  5)  increasing  import  taxes;  6)  increasing 
the  taxable  population;  7)  reducing  social  spending  (40%  over  the  last  4 
years  according  to  opposition  parties;  8)  requesting  more  foreign  loans; 

9)  seeking  more  subsidies  from  multilateral  bodies  (the  World  Bank  has  just 
approved  a loan  to  Mexico  of  1770  million  dollars  for  health,  agricultural 
production  and  education),  10)  charging  the  people  of  Mexico  552,300,000 
pesos  from  FOBAPROA  to  "save"  the  private  bank. 

The  country's  critical  economic  situation  (domestic  and  foreign  debt  which 
now  reaches  1.6  billion  pesos  - 42%  of  the  GNP),  and  the  state's,  are  more 
and  more  driving  the  acceleration  of  the  neo-liberal  economic  project.  The 
privatization  of  all  sectors  and  international  commercial  agreements  will 
continue  to  increase  the  interference  of  foreign  capital  in  the  economies 
of  Mexico  and  of  Chiapas. 

In  May  the  Coordinator  for  Dialogue,  Emilio  Rabasa,  presented  7 strategic 
points  by  the  Federal  Government  for  Chiapas:  1)  attention  to  social 
demands  and  planned  federal  and  state  social  expenditures,  2)  the 
focussing  of  these  on  the  most  marginalized  municipalities,  3)  the 
reaffirmation  of  the  state  of  law;  4)  inter-community  political 
coordination  (-),  5)  (-)  especially  for  the  municipality  of  Chenalho  and 

where  there  are  displaced,  6)  promoting  of  legislation  for  indigenous 
peoples  and  communities,  and  7)  the  political  and  peaceful  path  for 
resolving  the  conflict.  Two  months  later,  in  Duly,  the  Federal  Government 
sent  the  COCOPA  their  new  detente  proposal  for  the  Chiapas  conflict  with  6 
points:  1)  the  Military  Army  will  not  leave  Chiapas,  2)  peaceful 
mechanisms  for  dissolving  the  autonomous  municipalities,  3)  the  fostering 
of  regional  reconciliation,  4)  freedom  for  political  prisoners,  6) 
programs  to  boost  social  development  in  Chiapas.  Up  to  this  point,  we  have 
documented  the  failure  of  these  policies  and  the  government's  "double 
language . " 

Economic  development  in  the  state  cannot  be  isolated  from  the  democratic 
process,  from  justice  and  from  peace  in  Chiapas.  The  supposed  social 
development  policies  are  not  focused  on  the  revival  of  the  national 
economy,  and  even  less  do  they  take  into  consideration  the  indigenous  and 
campesino  population  forgotten  in  the  neo-liberal  project.  Because  of 
that,  the  indigenous  peoples  continue  their  resistance;  the  caravans  in 
solidarity,  the  non-welfare  humanitarian  aid,  small  economic  projects,  of 
self-sustenance,  of  education,  of  health,  etc.,  reflect  a great  political 
consciousness  in  the  indigenous  resistance  for  humanity  and  against 
neo-liberalism,  when  it  is  now  hunger  and  the  lack  of  production  at  this 
stage  of  the  year  which  will  delineate  the  strategies. 

Notes:  The  sources  for  the  funds  were  taken  from  the  local  and  national 
press . 


(*)  parity  is  calculated  as  1 USD  = 9 pesos 

If  you  reproduce  this  information,  please  cite  the  source  and 
our  email  address.  We  appreciate  your  comments  on  these  bulletins. 

Gustavo  Castro  Soto 

Center  of  Economic  and  Political  Investigations  of  Community  Action,  A.C. 
(CIEPAC) 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  SPANISH  BY  irlandesa  FOR  CIEPAC  AND 
NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

This  bulletin  is  available  as  "Rich  Text,"  formatted  in  Word  97,  for 
Windows  95.  If  you  wish  to  receive  it,  send  us  a note  to  the  email  address 
below.  If  you  wish  to  be  placed  on  the  list  to  receive  the  English 
version,  or  versions  in  both  English  and  Spanish,  please  direct  a request 
to  the  email  address  below. 

ciepac@laneta .apc.org 

YOUR  KIND  ATTENTION:  If  you  find  CIEPAC' s Bulletins  useful,  help  us 
continue  preparing  them.  Please  contribute  whatever  you  can,  sending  your 
donation  to: 

Bank  Account:  CIEPAC,  A.C. 

Bank:  BANCOMER 

Branch:  437  (San  Cristobal,  Chiapas,  Mexico) 

Acct . No.:  1003458-8 

Please  drop  us  a note  stating  the  date  and  amount  of  your  contribution  so 
that  we  may  acknowledge  receipt.  Many  thanks! 

"RE : CFS  Director  Escapes  Assault  Charges"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Aug  1998  00:14:43  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC's  'Colonialist'  Federation  of  Students:  Resignation  Call 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
Please  distribute  widely 

CFS  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  ESCAPES  ASSAULT  CHARGES 

Dune  15,  1998,  The  Peak  News,  Simon  Fraser  University,  by  Kris  Anderson 
Assault  charges  against  BC  Canadian  Federation  of  Students  executive 
director  Philip  Link  were  dismissed  last  week  after  a hearing  in  BC 
Provincial  Court.  Link  was  charged  with  common  assault  for  an  incident 
which  occurred  during  a CFS  conference  last  November.  During  the  hearing 
the  female  complainant,  who  at  the  time  of  the  incident  was  the  chair  of 
the  Aboriginal  Student's  Caucus  of  the  BC  CFS,  began  to  cry  several  times 
as  she  described  how  an  argument  between  her  and  Link  lead  to  physical 
confrontation . 

The  argument  began,  the  woman  testified,  when  Link  refused  to  acknowledge 
her  concerns  that  the  CFS  does  nothing  for  aboriginal  students.  She  told 
the  court  that  Link  became  defensive  saying  that  the  tuition  freeze  [which 
the  CFS  takes  credit  for]  was  enough.  When  she  persisted  with  her  argument, 
she  testified.  Link  began  to  make  fun  of  her  and  became  aggressive  with  his 
gestures.  The  woman  stated  to  the  court  "he  was  invading  my  space."  She 
told  the  court  how  in  response  she  pushed  him  away  from  her,  but  that  her 
push  was  not  at  all  hard.  She  then  testified  "he  made  comments  about  how 
stupid  I sound." 

The  woman  then  testified  that  she  told  Link  that  if  the  issue  was  not 
rectified  soon  her  student  association  would  have  to  pull  out  of  the  CFS. 
She  said  he  then  began  swearing  at  her  and  called  her  " a f**kin  bitch".  At 
that  point,  the  woman  told  the  court,  she  slapped  Link  across  the  face.  She 
then  testified  "I  don't  remember  what  happened  exactly,  but  I got  hit."  The 
injuries  she  incurred  as  a result  of  Philip  Link  hitting  her  were  two  black 
eyes,  a cut  below  her  cheek  that  required  four  stitches,  and  a chipped 
tooth.  A police  officer  later  testified  that  her  left  eye  swelled  shut  as 
the  officer  tried  to  question  her.  The  woman  testified  that  the  injuries 
left  her  in  great  pain. 


After  the  woman  was  hit  both  Link  and  the  woman  testified  that  he 
immediately  fled  the  bar  where  the  incident  occurred.  He  told  the  court 
that  he  feared  the  response  of  other  patrons  in  the  bar  who  saw  that  he  hit 
a woman,  but  did  not  know  the  context  of  the  situation.  During  the  majority 
of  Link's  testimony  he  sat  hunched  over  in  the  witness  box  with  his  head 
down  answering  the  counsels'  questions  in  a very  controlled  manner.  Link 
testified  "nothing  I said  was  inappropriate  or  rude...  she  slapped  me,  hit 
me,  and  I remember  thinking  this  situation  is  getting  out  of  control  and  I 
needed  to  leave."  Link  told  the  court  that  as  he  got  up  to  leave  the  woman 
grabbed  at  his  face  and  his  collar  and  that  she  ended  up  having  a firm  grip 
on  his  jacket.  He  testified  that  he  then  closed  his  eyes  and  swung  his  arm 
around  at  her.  "It  was  an  intentional  blow  to  try  and  break  free,"  he  said. 

He  then  told  the  court  "I  perceived  her  in  size  to  be  my  physical  equal, 
if  not  bigger."  At  one  point  during  the  questioning  Link  testified  "I 
thought  I was  going  down  with  her  on  top  of  me,"  he  later  testified  "I  hit 
her  out  of  fear."  Link  testified  that  after  hitting  the  woman  it  occurred  to 
him  to  that  the  situation  "looked  bad"  he  said  "because  she  was  a woman  and 
I was  a man...  there  would  be  an  assumption  that  it  was  unjustified."  He 
told  the  court  that  he  left  the  bar  right  after  the  incident  and  that  an 
"angry  mob"  followed  him  to  his  car.  He  said  he  then  drove  to  the  CFS  office 
on  Spruce  Street  where  the  police  showed  up  shortly  after  he  arrived. 

After  Philip  Link  fled  the  scene,  the  woman  who  was  hit  had  testified  that 
she  also  ran  out  of  the  bar  despite  BC  CFS  Chair  Maura  Parte 's  attempts  to 
convince  her  to  stay.  She  said  she  wanted  to  make  it  to  the  Vancouver 
General  Hospital,  but  was  stopped  by  police  as  she  walked  down  the  street. 
During  the  questioning  it  was  revealed  that  the  woman  was  not  cooperative 
with  the  police  because  of  her  general  distrust  for  them.  The  defence 
counsel  stated  in  his  closing  argument  that  the  woman's  refusal  to 
cooperate  with  the  officers  was  representative  of  her  overall  belligerence 
that  night.  Maura  Parte  who  was  present  at  the  bar  on  the  night  of  the 
alleged  assault,  but  not  seated  with  Link  and  the  woman,  testified  on 
behalf  of  Link. 

Also  present  in  the  courtroom  in  apparent  support  of  Link  last  Monday  were 
past  SFU  student  society  president  loey  Hansen,  and  former  BC-CFS  chair 
Michael  Gardiner.  Gardiner  who  now  works  for  the  premier's  [BC  NDP  Premier 
Glen  Clark]  youth  office  was  scheduled  to  testify  as  a character  witness 
for  Philip  Link,  but  for  some  reason  was  not  called  to  testify.  Both  Link 
and  the  woman  he  hit  testified  that  they  met  on  several  occasions  in  the 
months  that  followed  the  altercation.  It  was  revealed  by  the  defence  that 
the  woman  even  had  a restraining  order  on  Philip  Link  removed  so  that  he 
could  go  back  in  work.  It  was  also  revealed  through  the  testimonies  of  Link 
and  the  woman  he  hit  that  he  gave  her  700  dollars  because  of  financial 
difficulties  she  said  resulted  from  the  incident. 

Last  Friday  the  judge  for  the  hearing  dismissed  the  charges  against  Link 
saying  that  he  believed  Link  feared  for  his  safety  and  that  his  action  was 
"instinctive. . reflex. " Link's  past  aggressive  behaviour  was  not  mentioned 
during  the  hearing. 

Not  an  Isolated  Incident... 

Several  sources  who  wish  not  to  be  named  have  told  The  Peak  that  Philip 
Link  is  one  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the  CFS  and  that  he  has  been 
known  to  resort  to  intimidation  tactics  to  maintain  the  control  he  has  in 
the  organization  that  all  SFU  students  pay  into  as  part  of  their  student 
fees.  Link  was  a staff  member  of  the  Langara  Students  Union  in  the  late  80s 
before  becoming  BC  CFS  executive  director  in  1990.  A few  years  ago  Langara 
students  voted  to  pull  out  of  the  CFS,  but  have  since  maintained  an  active 
student's  union. 

Past  incidents  involving  Philip  Link  at  Langara  as  reported  by  the  Gleaner, 
Langara 's  student  paper,  includes: 

- in  October  1989,  Link  was  seen  dumping  copies  of  the  Voice,  Langara 's 
journalism  school  paper,  into  a dumpster.  A journalism  student  responded  by 
pulling  copies  out  of  the  dumpster,  walking  into  Link's  office  and  dumping 
them  on  the  floor.  Link  responded  by  knocking  his  glasses  off,  pushing  him 
to  the  floor  and  choking  him  with  a camera  strap.  A witness  to  the  incident 
said,  "Link  was  completely  out  of  control,  it  took  four  people  to  restrain 


him . " 

- the  next  month  2,000  copies  of  the  Gleaner  went  missing.  A student  said 
he  saw  Link  throwing  issues  into  the  garbage. 

- in  December  of  1989,  Link  was  convicted  of  assault  and  fined  100  dollars 

- in  another  case  Link  pled  guilty  to  a charge  of  public  mischief  for 
smashing  a female  Langara  Student  Union  (LSU)  member's  windshield  with  his 
elbow. 

- in  the  spring  of  1990  the  principal  of  Langara  demanded  that  the  LSU  ban 
Link  from  the  campus.  Link  responded  by  putting  up  slanderous  posters  about 
the  principal's  private  life.  Link  was  then  fired  from  the  LSU  and 
officially  banned  from  Vancouver  Community  College  property.  Link  was 
reported  to  have  visited  VCC  campuses  anyway. 

-when  Rodney  De  Croo  a former  chair  of  Langara 's  student  union  delivered  a 
notice  of  a separation  referendum  to  the  Spruce  Street  CFS  office  in  1992, 
he  told  the  Gleaner  that  Link  shoved  him  up  against  a wall  and  pushed  him 
out  of  the  office. 

- when  Link  left  the  LSU  it  was  over  100,000  dollars  in  debt,  an  LSU  staff 
person  said  that  after  Link  left  the  financial  problems  were  cleared  up. 

Dune  29,  1998 
letters.  The  Peak 

ASSAULTED  ABORIGINAL  WOMAN  CLEARLY  DENIED  DUSTICE 
by  Deannie  Morgan,  First  Nations  Students'  Association 
This  letter  is  in  response  to  the  Dune  15,  article  regarding  Philip  Link 
escaping  charges  of  assault.  Aboriginal  Peoples  continue  to  battle  a system 
where  justice  is  served  for  those  who  are  from  privileged  backgrounds.  May 
I remind  the  CFS  that  inherent  flaws  in  the  Canadian  judicial  system  is  not 
a new  issue.  The  CFS  has  taken  stances  and  recognizes  numerous  other 
injustices.  According  to  the  testimonies  given,  the  aboriginal  in  my  opinion 
did  not  provoke,  deserve  nor  ask  for  two  black  eyes  that  were  swollen  shut, 
a gash  on  her  cheek,  and  a chipped  tooth.  This  was  unwarranted,  unjustified 
and  unacceptable  violence.  The  CFS  must  dismiss  Philip  Link  immediately. 

As  a person  who  was  at  the  trial,  I was  shocked  to  hear  how  this  women  was 
encouraged  and  misled  by  certain  members  of  the  provincial  executive  to 
keep  this  issue  quiet.  I can  sympathize  with  the  survival  mode  instinct 
this  woman  was  in.  With  key  players  in  the  organization  like  Maura  Parte 
Chairperson  and  Doey  Hansen,  former  National  Executive  Representative  on 
Philip  Link's  side,  [not  to  mention  former  BC-CFS  chair  Michael  Gardiner, 
now  BC  NDP  Premier  Glen  Clark's  advisor  on  youth  issues  - S.I.S.I.S.]  the 
aboriginal  woman  must  have  felt  even  more  alienated,  isolated  and  alone.  I 
call  for  the  resignations  of  all  the  provincial  executive  members  who 
contributed  to  this  silence  and  inaction.  How  can  they  continue  to 
represent  and  advocate  for  the  interests  of  students? 

Philip  Link's  indication  that  a tuition  fee  freeze  was  a great  gain  for 
Aboriginal  students  is  insulting.  We  have  issues  that  directly  affect  us 
which  are  not  addressed  adequately  by  the  CFS.  The  CFS  must  take  the  proper 
action  or  the  Simon  Fraser  students  ought  to  reconsider  our  membership  in 
this  organization.  I believe  that  we,  as  First  Nations  students,  have 
endured  attempts  to  discredit  us  not  only  from  the  CFS  but  also  from 
members  within  the  SFSS  (Simon  Fraser  Student  Society)  who  failed  to 
consult  us  on  action  to  be  taken  on  this  issue. 

- Deannie  Morgan,  First  Nations  Students'  Association  (FNSA) 
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"RE : Woman  Tells  of  Abuse  at  Res  School"  

Date:  Fri,  21  Aug  1998  12:36:26  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Another  res-school  horror  story  in  UC  lawsuit. 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
WOMAN  TELLS  OF  ABUSE  AT  RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL 
Nanaimo  Daily  News  ^Canadian  Press,  August  19,  1998 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

NANAIMO,  B.C.  (CP)  - A woman  taken  to  a Vancouver  Island  native 
residential  school  when  she  was  six  years  old  described  12  years  of 
degradation,  abuse  and  rape  on  Tuesday.  Martha  Joseph  and  her  four-year-old 
sister  were  taken  from  Kispiox,  on  British  Columbias  north  coast  to  the 
Alberni  Indian  residential  school  in  the  1950s. 

She  is  now  one  of  more  than  two  dozen  men  and  women  suing  the  United 
Church  of  Canada  and  the  federal  government  for  physical  and  sexual  abuse 
they  suffered  at  the  school. 

Earlier  this  year.  Justice  Donald  Brenner  ruled  in  B.C.  Supreme  Court 
that  the  church  and  government  were  liable  for  the  actions  of  Arthur  Henry 
Plint,  who  committed  many  of  the  assaults  at  the  school.  Plint  is  now 
serving  a prison  term  for  the  assaults. 

The  current  phase  of  the  suit  will  determine  direct  liability,  then  the 
final  phase  will  decide  costs. 

Joseph  testified  Tuesday  that  she  left  Kispiox  speaking  only  the  Gitxan 
language  but  when  she  returned  six  years  later,  she  felt  like  a stranger  to 
her  own  parents.  "I  didn't  know  them  and  I didn't  care,"  she  said.  "All  the 
feeling  I had  for  my  mum  was  taken  away." 

Joseph  said  school  staff  frequently  referred  to  her  as  a dirty  little 
Indian.  When  she  was  caught  stealing  a wiener  for  her  younger  sister,  the 
female  cook  shoved  the  wiener  in 
stove,  she  said. 

School  principal  A.  E.  Caldwell  had  her  to  clean  his  apartment  at  the 
residential  school,  she  said.  He  caught  her  stealing  a cigarette  in  the 
apartment  and  threatened  to  send  her  to  reform  school  unless  she  did  as  he 
asked,  Joseph  said.  He  then  fondled  her  and  forced  her  to  masturbate  him, 
she  said.  When  she  told  the  school  matron  what  happened,  she  was  spanked 
and  forced  to  clean  a set  of  cement  stairs  with  a toothbrush,  she  said. 

On  a subsequent  visit  to  Caldwells  apartment  he  raped  her  so  violently 
she  had  to  stay  in  the  school  infirmary  for  several  weeks,  Joseph  said. 
After  she  recovered,  the  rapes  continued,  but  she  said  nothing  about  what 
was  happening  to  her,  she  said.  "I  didn't  want  to  be  called  a dirty  lying 
Indian  again,"  Joseph  said. 

Her  sister,  on  her  deathbed,  also  said  she  was  raped  repeatedly  by 
Caldwell,  Joseph  said. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE:  Canada's  Secret  Indian  Archives"  


Date:  Sat,  29  Aug  1998  00:39:23  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 


Sub j : Canada's  Secret  Indian  Archives 


-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
LAWYER  CONVINCED  OF  SECRECY 
Alberni  Valley  News,  August  25,  1998 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

NANAIMO  - The  federal  government  has  secret  archives  relating  to  the 
Alberni  Indian  Residential  School,  Peter  Grant,  lead  lawyer  for  31  former 
students  suing  the  government  and  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  told  B.C. 
Supreme  Court  Monday. 

In  the  midst  of  lawyers  wrangling  over  the  scheduling  of  witnesses  late 
Monday  afternoon,  Mr.  Grant  told  Mr.  Justice  Donald  Brenner  that  he 
recently  discovered  that  the  federal  government  has  "secret  archives  that 
exist  that  have  not  been  disclosed.  These  are  not  in  the  National 
Archives . " 

Mitchell  Taylor,  lead  lawyer  for  the  federal  government,  said  there  are  no 
secret  archives.  He  told  Mr.  Justice  Brenner  that  Mr.  Grant's  allegation 
was  a "surprising,  shocking,  outrageous  comment  to  just  pop  up  like  that  in 
court . " 

In  an  interview,  Mr.  Grant  said  he  recently  learned  of  the  existence  of 
the  secret  archives  and  he  is  convinced  they  exist.  He  said  "Canada," 
meaning  Mr.  Mitchell's  team,  is  also  aware  of  the  archives,  and  "I  intend 
to  make  demands  for  these  from  Canada." 


More  information  on  Canada's  genocidal  residential  schools: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/ res school /main . html 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE:  Sexual  Terrorist  Fingers  DIA"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Aug  1998  00:16:19  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : "Sexual  Terrorist"  Fingers  DIA,  Res-school  Principal 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
TORMENTOR'S  WORDS  BRING  RELIEF  TO  SOME  ABUSE  VICTIMS 
Times-Colonist,  August  25,  1998,  by  Roger  Stonebanks 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Nanaimo  - One  victim  of  a man  labelled  a sexual  terrorist  sighed  with 
relief  after  listening  to  him  testify  Monday  in  BC  Supreme  Court.  "I  feel 
good  today.  This  is  part  of  the  healing  process,"  said  Marlon  Watts.  Arthur 
Henry  Plint,  now  80,  was  a dormitory  supervisor  at  Alberni  Indian 
Residential  School  for  10  years  in  two  periods  between  1948  and  1968.  In 
between  he  was  a postman  in  Vancouver.  Plint  was  sentenced  to  11  years  in 
prison  in  1995  for  sexual  assaults  on  boys  at  the  school.  Justice  Douglas 
Hogarth  called  him  a sexual  terrorist. 

On  Monday  Plint  was  called  from  Mountain  Institution  in  the  Fraser  Valley 
by  Vancouver  lawyer  Peter  Grant.  He  represents  some  of  the  nearly  30  former 
students  who  are  suing  the  federal  government  and  the  United  Church  for 
compensation  for  assaults  at  the  now  closed  boarding  school  in  Port 
Alberni.  Before  court  convened.  Watts  told  more  than  50  natives  on  the 
steps  of  the  Nanaimo  courthouse  to  "show  our  dignity,  love,  and  unity  and 
true  heritage"  inside  court  by  refraining  from  all  comment.  The  packed 


courtroom  was  silent  except  for  a few  murmurs  of  disagreement  when  he  said 
he  couldn't  remember  abusing  boys.  Plint,  frail  and  walking  with  a cane  but 
clear-voiced  and  responsive  to  questions,  said  he  saw  former  school 
principal  John  Andrews  on  television  after  the  sexual  assault  charges  were 
laid.  Andrews  was  saying  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  about  it.  "I 
yelled  out  '...liar'  to  the  TV,"  said  Plint. 

He  said  Andrews  fired  him  in  1968  but  gave  no  reason  then  and  he  heard 
none  later.  He  also  said  Andrews  told  him  not  to  stay  in  Port  Alberni  but  he 
didn't  know  why.  Plint  moved  immediately  to  Victoria  where  he  worked  as  an 
orderly  in  the  Chinese  hospital.  Earlier  in  the  trial,  Andrews  testified 
that  he  did  not  know  about  sexual  assaults  at  the  time  and  Plint  was  fired 
for  breaking  a rule  by  having  boys  in  his  room.  Andrews  is  expected  to  be  a 
witness  again.  Plint,  who  frequently  drummed  his  fingers  on  the  witness 
box,  said  Andrews  "got  a call  from  Indian  Affairs  saying  they  had  heard 
about  me"  and  sexual  assaults  in  the  school.  Plint  said  he  neither 
confirmed  or  denied  it. 

The  second  time  was  after  a public  school  teacher  wrote  a letter  about  a 
residential  boy  who  had  scratches  and  Plint  had  checked  the  boy  to  see  if 
he  had  worms.  "He  wouldn't  go  to  the  nurse,  he  told  his  mother  I had  looked 
for  worms,  she  phoned  the  school,"  said  Plint.  Plint  said  he  thought  he  was 
working  for  the  United  Church  of  Canada  and  he  was  hired  by  the  principal 
the  first  time  by  A.E.  Caldwell  and  the  second  time  by  Andrews.  The 
principals,  he  said,  worked  for  the  United  Church  and  the  federal 
government.  In  contrast  to  testimony  from  former  students  and  his  own 
guilty  pleadings  in  criminal  court,  Plint  said  his  sexual  offences  were 
limited  to  boys  masturbating  him.  He  conceded,  however,  that  he  cannot 
remember  details  and  has  tried  to  forget  them. 

Meanwhile,  outside  court.  Watts  said:  "I'm  not  going  to  let  him  harm  me 
no  more.  All  I knew  was  hate  and  anger  and  distrust  of  everyone.  I've  been 
clean  and  sober  14  years  but  the  nightmares  still  come." 

Harry  Wilson,  who  testified  that  Plint  abused  him,  said:  "I  don't  like 
listening  to  him.  It  hurt.  He  hurt  me  a lot." 

The  trial  will  adjourn  later  this  week  to  Oct.  19. 
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- — "RE:  Information  Updates  Needed" 

Date:  Thu,  20  Aug  1998  11:58:00  EDT 
From:  MarCrow@aol . com 

Sub j : Re:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.034 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  This  is  a super  reference  source  I use 

and  recommend.] 

Hi:  I'm  the  co-author  of  1997-98  INDIAN  COUNTRY  ADDRESS  BOOK  and  NATIVE 
AMERICAN  INTERNET  GUIDE.  As  always,  we  are  always  collecting  information 
about  Indian  Country  so  when  we  revise  our  books,  the  information  will  be 
more  complete  and  correct. 

I saw  the  letter  someone  wrote  about  the  newest  white  buffalo  being  born. 
The  newest  white  buffalo  was  born  on  Duly  29th  at  Child's  Place  Ranch.  The 
article  came  out  on  August  2/3  and  that  is  why  the  date  of  the  birth  has 
confused  some  people. 

I saw  in  another  letter  that  this  was  the  seventh  white  buffalo  born.  Does 
anyone  know  where  all  the  white  buffalo  are?  That's  because  we  only  know 
about  five  white  buffalo  in  existence  in  this  country.  We  also  know  a white 


buffalo  was  born  last  year  in  Michigan,  but  it  died.  We  need  this 
information  so  we  can  put  it  in  our  data  bases.  White  buffaloes  are  sacred 
and  the  Indian  People  should  know  where  all  of  them  are. 

This  is  a list  of  the  five  white  buffaloes  are  that  we  know  of: 

Childs  Place  Buffalo  Ranch,  Hanover,  Mi-one  born  Duly  29th. 

Daniel  Shirek  Farm,  Michigan,  ND-has  two  white  buffaloes. 

Dave  Heider  Farm,  Janesville,  Wl-home  of  "Miracle"  born  in  1984. 

National  Buffalo  Museum,  Jamestown,  ND-home  of  "White  Cloud",  born  7-10-96. 

If  any  of  this  information  is  wrong,  or  if  you  know  of  any  other  white 
buffaloes  on  this  continent,  please  tell  us  so  we  can  provide  proper 
information  to  the  Indian  People  in  our  books. 

We  have  been  in  contact  with  all  the  buffalo  associations  and  they  pretty 
much  know  of  the  ones  listed  above.  Last  week,  I got  an  e-mail  from  the 
North  American  Bison  Association.  They  told  me  that  last  year  there  were 
about  250,000  buffalo.  They  said  they  estimate  the  number  to  be  about 
300,000  this  year.  They  also  told  me  that  they  are  doing  a census  this  year 
to  find  the  true  figure.  Other  research  has  shown  us  that  white  buffaloes 
are  supposed  to  be  born  one  in  a million  to  one  in  forty  million.  Yes, 
with  all  the  white  buffaloes  being  born  in  the  past  four  years,  it  does 
show  that  the  prophecies  are  starting  to  come  to  fruition. 

Thank  you  for  all  your  time  and  help  in  this  matter. 

Martha  Crow 

Co-Author,  1997-98  INDIAN  COUNTRY  ADDRESS  BOOK  and  NATIVE  AMERICAN  INTERNET 
GUIDE 

Marcrow@aol . com 

"RE : Dreams"  

Date:  Sat,  29  Aug  1998  14:26:39  EDT 
From:  Ray  Lookingglass  <Naida227@AOL.COM> 

Subj : Dreams  !!!!!!!!!!!! 

UUCP  email  [Editorial:  Learn  from  the  vision  of  an  elder.] 

I wish  to  share  this  with  all,  however  this  old  heart  does  not  remember 
If  it  already  has.  I so  please  excuse.  My  old  memory  banks,  being  quite 
full,  make  us  repeat  fond  memories  we  have  encounted,  often  a dream  is 
just  a dream  but  sometimes  become  so  powerful  That  they  just  wont  let  us 
go  until  we  do  something  about  them 

The  week  end  PAU  WAU  (POWWOW)  comes  to  a close  and  the  return  to 
reality  begins  to  take  shape.  I close  my  eyes  as  the  hectic  pace  of  the 
last  2 days  finally  catches  up  to  me.  As  I begin  to  doze  I enter  the  land 
of  the  Ancient  Ones.  It  seems  that  I have  been  there  before  as  I visualize 
the  two  Ancient  Ones.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  were  just  a little  world- 
weary  and  frayed,  from  a lifetime  of  watching  and  learning  from  the 
mistakes,  that,  we  their  children  have  made.  And  they  might  have  been  a 
little  tired  from  all  the  great  and  lofty  conversations  they  have  had  over 
all  these  years.  Such  things  can  be  taxing  to  say  the  least.  It  was  as  if 
they  have  covered  all  the  ground  that  there  was  to  cover,  discussed  all 
that  was  of  importance  of  all  the  living  things,  of  all  the  world. 

The  sun  was  going  down,  as  it  always  has.  And  yet  nothing  seemed  to 
change  at  all.  Humankind  still  gropes  and  stumbles  for  meaning  in  the 
darkness  of  their  shallow  worlds  as  they  always  had. 

The  Ancient  ones  had  decided  long  ago,  that  they  would  set  aside  one 
day  each  year,  in  the  coolness  of  Fall,  to  meet  at  one  of  the  Kchi 
Anaskemozi  ( Great  Oak  Trees  ) near  the  Sigwnigan  ( Reserve  ) . Here  they 
would  find  a quiet,  leaf  carpeted  hush.  There  was  " purpose  " here,  and  a 
meaningful  and  subtle  intellectuality.  A soft  orange  fire  burned  and 
crackled  within  the  fire  pit,  casting  its  somber  shadows  around  the 
sigwnigan  in  silence. 

One  Old  man  approaches  and  sits  down  in  front  of  the  Kchi  Anaskemezi  in 
front  of  him,  burns,  this  timeless  fire.. He  has  this  nagging  suspicion 
that  he  is  simply  an  actor  in  a play  and  he  is  totally  aware  of  this,  now, 
in  his  every  movement  and  gesture.  Yet  this  is  a play  of  the  grandest 


proportions,  being  played  out  in  the  universe.  A stage,  for  all  time.  Both 
of  the  Ancient  Ones  are  acutely  aware  of  this  , it  is  the  impetus  and 
reason  behind  these  meetings. 

The  first  Ancient  one  was  already  seated  He's  quietly  tamping  the  WDA  M8 
( Tobacco  ) into  his  WDAMOGAN  ( Pipe  ),  He  tightens  the  drawstrings  on  his 
leather  pouch  and  returns  it  to  its  proper  place.  And  then  he  lites  his 
Wdamogan.  The  other  Ancient  one  begins  the  same  procedure.  And,  yet  not  a 
word  has  been  spoken. 

They  glance  across  the  fields  occasionally,  nod  and  smile  at  each  other, 
but  mostly  they  just  reflect  upon  their  great  journeys  in  the  world,  in 
life  and  puff  easily  at  their  pipes.  The  fire  crackles  in  the  fire  pit. 
Embers  glow.  Sparks  cascade  in  its  brief  flurry  of  excitement  before 
settling  back  to  the  slow  and  easy  flicker  and  dance  of  flame  against  the 
dark. 

One  of  the  Old  ones  pours  a Kwatsis  ( cup  ) of  Labial  ( Cider  ) takes  a 

sip,  and  smiles  softly  And  the  evening  goes  on  like  this.  The  curl  of 

smoke  from  the  pipes,  the  soft  aromas,  and  the  sip  of  Cider.  Yet  still  not 
a word  is  spoken.  At  evening's  end,  almost  as  if  it  was  so  well  rehearsed, 
they  get  up,  shake  hands,  and  smile.  Knowing  quite  well  that  this  was  as 
good  as  it  could  possibly  get. 

It  was  their  world;  they  were  men  " of  their  time  " and  were  completely 

aware  of  the  grandeur  this  implied  as  well  as  the  implications.  There  was 

no  sadness  in  this  realization,  not  for  themselves  being  " trapped  " in 
these  times.  Nor  for  the  Human  beings.  It  was  enough  for  them  to  have  been 
on  this  long  journey,  and  for  them  to  set  these  evenings  aside  each  year 
for  these  evenings  of  quiet  reflection.  And  as,  for  parting  cordialities, 
the  visiting  ones  will  saunter  off  into  the  dream  like  fog  of  a chilly 
fall  night,  their  journey  stopped  in  their  time,  until  our  time  learns  to 
cope. 

I awake  suddenly,  and  rescue  this  story  from  the  archives  of  my  mind,  I 
search  frantically  for  the  message  behind  this  and  suddenly,  I discover 
that  it  is  right  before  my  eyes. 

Here  we  are  in  our  time,  overwhelmed  and  beset  by  the  almost  total 
distractions  of  our  time.  In  this  story,  there  is  no  distraction.  The 
complete  LACK  of  distraction.  The  lack  of  Adagi  ( roguish,  deceitful  ones) 
is  the  sole  purpose  for  our  two  visitors  meeting  like  this,  once  a year. 

I know  this  dream,  I dream  it  often  especially  after  long  weekends. 

Usually  upon  the  return  to  reality. 

"RE : Recipes  for  Students"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Aug  1998  20:09:16  EDT 

From:  Plt7@aol.com 

Sub j : Recipes  for  Students 

UUCP  email 
O'siyo  Gary 

Please  include  the  following  in  the  newsletter. 

Wado 

Pat 

++++ 

Tribal  Hands  United  to  Network  and  Determine  Educational  Resolve  (THUNDER) 
Alliance  is  a coalition  of  American  Indian  student  organizations  in  the 
North  Texas  area,  (a  501(c)  3 organization)  The  organization  is  dedicated 
to  addressing  educational  problems  for  American  Indian  students.  THUNDER 
Alliance  provides  mentoring,  educational  programs  and  scholarships.  For  the 
past  two  years  we  have  provided  an  orientation  for  beginning  college 
students  to  provide  basic  skills  which  may  help  students  stay  in  school  and 
complete  their  college  education. 

As  a fund  raising  endeavor  we  are  compiling  a cookbook.  We  are  requesting 
contributions.  All  of  the  proceeds  will  be  used  for  the  student 
orientations  and  for  scholarships.  We  would  like  to  include  as  many 
different  recipes  as  possible.  Also,  if  the  contributor  would  like  to 
include  a paragraph  or  two  with  a story  or  antidote  about  the  recipe  to  add 


to  the  interest  of  the  cookbook. 

We  would  very  much  appreciate  contributions  for  this  effort.  The  recipes 
may  be  e-mailed  to  plt7@aol.com  or  mailed  to 
THUNDER  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  154466 
Irving,  TX  75015. 

Please  include  the  nation/tribe/tradition  the  recipe  represents  and  your 
name  as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  with  the  recipe. 

My  thanks  to  each  for  supporting  our  efforts. 

Pat  Talley 


- — "RE:  The  American  My  Lai"  - 

Date:  Sun,  30  Aug  1998  10:15:05  -0400 
From:  Louis  Proyect  <lnp3@panix. com> 
Sub j : The  American  My  Lai 

UUCP  email 

August  30,  1998 
CHIVINGTON  30URNAL 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Sep  8 23:14:21  1998 
Date:  Tue,  8 Sep  1998  19:25:47  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.037 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists; 

Nuevo  Amanacer  Press;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


Damn  any  man  who  sympathizes  with  Indians!  I have  come  to  kill  Indians, 
and  believe  it  is  night  and  honorable  to  use  any  means  under  God's 
heaven  to  kill  Indians." 

Colonel  John  Chivington,  Colorado  Volunteers,  Methodist  Minister 
Commander  at  Sand  Creek  where  over  two  hundred  sleeping  Indians 
were  massacred,  three-fourths  of  them  women  and  children 

Where  today  is  the  Pequot?  Where  are  the  Narragansetts,  the  Mohawks,  the 
Pokanoket,  and  many  other  once  powerful  tribes  of  our  people?  They  have 
vanished  before  the  avarice  and  the  oppression  of  the  White  Man,  as  snow 
before  the  summer  sun." 

Will  we  let  ourselves  be  destroyed  in  our  turn  without  a struggle,  give 
up  our  homes,  our  country  bequeathed  to  us  by  the  Great  Spirit,  the 
graves  of  our  dead  and  everything  that  is  dear  and  Sacred  to  us?  I know 
you  will  cry  with  me,  'Never!  Never!'" 

_ Chief  Tecumseh,  Shawnee 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

At  what  point  do  you  throw  up  your  hands  in  despair  and  give  up  trying 
to  bring  about  unity  and  harmony  in  Indian  Country?  At  what  time  do  you 
decide  it  is  a pointless,  endless  task  to  mend  the  great  Sacred  Hoop? 

NEVER! 

Our  ancestors  promised  the  time  would  come  when  ego  would  be  set  aside 
for  the  greater  good  of  the  People.  Every  prophecy  I have  ever  heard 
promises  the  chaos  and  distrust  will  end  and  we  will  come  together  as 
one . 

My  lance  is  planted.  I trust  my  elders  and  my  ancestors.  I hold  their 
truths  before  me  as  my  shield. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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Salt  Lake  Tribune  Editorial 
September  8,  1998 

Let  the  Buffalo  Roam 

It  has  been  a year  and  a half  since  the  slaughter  of  1,100  Yellowstone 
buffalo  repulsed  the  nation.  That  should  have  been  enough  time  for  the 
various  government  entities  to  develop  a plan  to  prevent  future 
slaughters.  Apparently,  it  wasn't. 

The  departments  of  Interior  and  Agriculture,  in  conjunction  with  the 
state  of  Montana,  have  unveiled  a bison  management  plan  that  rests, 
ill-advisedly,  on  the  same  general  principles  of  the  interim  plan  that 
permitted  the  slaughter  two  winters  ago.  The  federal  government,  which  is 
taking  comment  on  the  interagency  plan  until  next  month,  has  held  a 


series  of  public  hearings  this  summer,  including  one  in  Salt  Lake  City 
last  week. 

At  issue  is  how  to  manage  bison  who  migrate  beyond  the  boundaries  of 
Yellowstone  National  Park  in  severe  winters  to  forage  for  food.  The 
wandering  bison  are  a problem  only  because  some  of  them  are  infected  with 
a disease  called  brucellosis,  and  Montana  livestock  interests  are  fearful 
that  the  bison  may  infect  cattle  that  graze  in  the  areas  outside  the  park 
boundary,  thus  jeopardizing  the  state's  critical  brucellosis-free  status. 

The  differences  between  livestock  interests,  who  favor  an  aggressive 
brucellosis-control  program,  and  environmentalists,  who  want  to  preserve 
what's  left  of  America's  last  wild  buffalo  herd,  are  evident  at  these 
meetings.  The  government's  plan  favors  the  cattlemen  --  which  is  difficult 
to  fathom  in  that  there  are  only  a couple  of  thousand  cattle  grazing  in 
the  areas  outside  the  park  borders  that  the  bison  sometimes  invade. 

The  government's  preferred  alternative  (of  seven  choices)  --  which 
includes  setting  an  arbitrary  limit  of  2,500  on  the  Yellowstone  buffalo 
herd,  and  the  capture  and  slaughter  of  positive-testing  bison  as  ''the 
primary  means  of  managing  risk' ' --  clearly  stems  from  the  primacy  of 
protecting  livestock  interests.  Yet,  there  has  been  no  documented  instance 
of  bison  passing  brucellosis  to  cattle  in  the  wild;  thus,  the  plan  is 
overkill  for  a risk  that  may  not  exist. 

Environmentalists  address  the  idea  of  bison-cattle  separation  from  the 
other,  more  logical  angle  --  by  moving  the  cattle,  not  the  bison.  Their 
plan  would  do  this  through  proposals  like  offering  alternative  public-land 
grazing  allotments  to  the  affected  ranchers  and  by  acquiring  available 
private  land  near  the  park's  borders. 

This  approach  makes  more  sense,  economically  and  otherwise,  than 
setting  up  a rerun  of  the  ugly  slaughter  of  buffalo  that  took  place  two 
winters  ago. 

The  undocumented  brucellosis  risk  and  the  minimal  amount  of  affected 
livestock  argue  for  a plan  to  give  the  last  free-roaming  buffalo  herd  in 
the  country  some  breathing  room  --  certainly  more  room  than  the 
government's  interagency  plan  offers. 

Copyright  1998,  The  Salt  Lake  Tribune 
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September  12th  is  Leonard  Peltier's  birthday.  Cards,  US  postal  money 
orders,  paper  back  books,  and  pictures  (not  Polaroid)  can  be  sent  to: 
It  is  NOT  too  late  to  send  a card  to: 

USPL 

Leonard  Peltier 
#89637-132 

Leavenworth,  KS  66044 
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The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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RE:  Leonard  Peltier  Toll-free  Action 


Date:  Mon,  7 Sep  1998  11:01:14  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier:  toll-free  action  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message: 

Leonard  Peltier:  toll-free  action 

Senate  and  Congressional  offices  have  been  requested  to  review  the 
information  relating  to  Native  American  PP  Leonard  Peltier,  and  to  support 
clemency,  commutation,  and/or  judicial  hearings  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  is  reported  to  be  considering  asking  for 
judiciary  committee  hearings.  The  Senate  Dudiciary  Committee,  which  would 
have  the  authority  to  approve  and  schedule,  or  disapprove  the  request,  is 
reportedly  willing  to  schedule  hearings  "sometime  next  session,"  which 
could  be  anytime  next  year.  And  per  some  If  the  Senate  heard  enough 
Congressional  interest,  that  could  help  push  the  request  and  approval 
sooner. 

Regardless  of  how  much  e-mail  the  President  gets,  if  the  other  politicians 
don't  hear  from  their  own  constituents  (and  they're  NOT  hearing  enough), 
they  don't  recognize  the  issue  as  important,  so  don't  voice  the  kind  of 
support  Clinton  would  need  to  hear  to  take  action.  Calls  are  needed  to  your 
Congresspersons  and  Senators;  and  to  make  it  really  easy,  something  for  our 
taxes  finally,  a toll  free  number  to  the  Capitol  Switchboard: 

1-888-723-5246 

Ask  for  the  Congressperson  or  Senator  of  your  choice  (then  do  it  again, 
and  again,  and  again...)  If  you  want  to  follow  up  your  call  with  a fax, 
(which  usually  costs  LESS  than  a stamp)  ask  the  receptionist  or  the  staffer 
for  the  correct  fax  number.  For  those  who  need  a calling  script,  try 
something  along  these  lines:  "Who  in  your  office  might  handle  human  rights 
or  judiciary/civil  rights  issues?  (Get  a staff  person  name,  so  you  have  a 
contact  to  refer  to  now  and/or  in  future  calls)  "May  I speak  to  that 
person  please?  (If  they  aren't  available  now,  try  again  until  you  catch 
them  or  ask  for  someone  else  so  you  get  a live  contact  beyond  the 
receptionist.  Make  some  ONE  accountable  to  you,  especially  if  you  are  their 

"constituent".)  "I'd  like (name  the 

Congressperson/Senator)  to  write  a letter  of  support  for  commutation  of 
Leonard  Peltier's  sentence,  or  at  least  request  hearings  EARLY  in  the  next 
session.  Could  you  send  me  a copy  of  that  letter?  (If  they  hedge,  tell  them 
why  you  want  it  done  now,  and  ask  why  they  won't  support.)  If  they  state 


they're  unfamiliar  with  Leonard's  case,  volunteer  to  send  information  and 
articles  (available  from  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee)  and  ask,  if 
you  send  that  material  today,  if  you  can  get  confirmation  of  the  materials' 
receipt  and  when  you  can  discuss  the  issue  again. 

Get  the  results  of  your  call  back  to  LPDC  so  they  can  follow  up  on  your 
followup:  either  looking  for  the  letter  that  was  promised  to  you,  or 
answering  their  questions  or  overcoming  their  objections. 

Leonard  Peltier's  case  requires  we  continue  to  keep  pushing,  in  an 
organized  way.  Please  let  them  hear  enough  voices  to  know  it's  important! 
More  info:  The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
P.0.  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044-0583 
e-mail:  lpdc@idir.net 

website:  http: //member s/xoom. com/freepeltier /index. html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : A Little  Matter  of  Genocide"  

Date:  Wed,  02  Sep  1998  15:41:51  -0400 
From:  Louis  Proyect  <lnp3@panix. com> 

Sub j : A Little  Matter  of  Genocide 

UUCP  email 

I am  chairing  a meeting  for  Ward  Churchill  at  the  Brecht  Forum  on  Thursday, 
Sept.  10th,  7:30pm  (122  W.  21st  St.,  10th  f 1 . , 212-242-4201),  where  he  will 
be  speaking  about  his  new  book  "A  Little  Matter  of  Genocide."  This  book  has 
more  than  academic  interest  to  me  since  I have  had  some  exposure  both  to 
neo-fascist  holocaust  denial  and  Zionist  "exclusionism"  on  the  Internet 
lately.  Both  these  topics  are  of  central  concern  to  Churchill,  an  American 
Indian  scholar  and  activist.  Churchill's  goal  is  to  show  that  the  genocide 
against  the  American  Indian  and  the  Dew  is  rooted  in  the  profit-driven 
worlds  of  American  "manifest  destiny"  and  Nazi  "lebensraum. " It  is  no 
accident  that,  according  to  historian  Dohn  Toland,  Flitler  often  told  people 
that  his  model  for  Nazi  Germany  was  the  US  policy  toward  the  American 
Indian  in  the  19th  century. 

Dim  Craven,  a economics  professor  at  Clark  College  in  Washington  State, 
brought  this  book  to  my  attention.  The  questions  that  the  book  raises  are 
of  utmost  concern  to  Dim  as  well.  He  is  enrolled  in  the  Blackfoot  nation 
and  has  served  on  a tribunal  investigating  American  Indian  residential 
schools  in  Canada.  Scholar  Roland  Chrisjohn,  a member  of  the  Iroquois 
confederacy,  has  said,  "Residential  schools  were  one  of  many  attempts  at 
the  genocide  of  the  Aboriginal  Peoples  inhabiting  the  area  now  commonly 
called  Canada.  Initially,  the  goal  of  obliterating  these  peoples  was 
connected  with  stealing  what  they  owned  (the  land,  the  sky,  the  waters,  and 
their  lives,  and  all  that  these  encompassed);  and  although  this  connection 
persists,  present-day  acts  and  policies  of  genocide  are  also  connected  with 
the  hypocritical,  legal  and  self-delusion  need  on  the  part  of  the 
perpetrators  to  conceal  what  they  did  and  what  they  continue  to  do." 

It's  also  interesting  is  that  Craven,  like  Churchill,  is  also  extremely 
knowledgeable  about  the  Nazi  holocaust.  When  I reported  to  the  PEN-L 
(Progressive  Economists)  mailing-list  that  I had  found  Churchill's  book  and 
the  Nizkor  web-site  to  be  useful  places  for  rebuttals  to  the  holocaust 
deniers,  he  commented: 

"A  la  Louis'  endorsement  of  the  Nizkor  Project,  I would  also  endorse  all 
to  visit  and  read  there.  Among  many  things  one  will  find  the  Red  and  Blue 
Book  series  of  Nuremberg  Trial  documents  and  transcripts  well  worth  reading. 
I use  this  source  continually  with  reference  to  work  I do  on  the  question  of 
Genocide  against  Indians  and  the  parallels  with  the  most  well-known  of  the 
Holocausts- -by  the  Nazis. 

"The  Opening  arguments  of  Dustice  Dackson  are  well  worth  reading  as  well 


as  the  transcripts  of  the  examinations/cross-examinations  of  those  being 
tried  at  Nuremberg.  The  case  of  Julius  Streicher  is  particularly  noteworthy 
and  I must  admit,  that  when  I am  depressed  or  just  frustrated  with  teaching 
or  whatever,  I go  home  and  put  on  an  old  U.S.  Army  Signal  Corps  Film  I have 
on  tape  showing  the  actual  hangings  of  those  sentenced  to  death  at 
Nuremberg--it  just  gives  me  a real  lift,  much  better  than  Prozac  could  ever 
do. " 

The  other  tie-in  to  the  Nazi  holocaust  that  Jim  does  not  mention  is  that 
he  approaches  it  not  only  from  an  American  Indian  standpoint,  but  also  from 
the  standpoint  of  somebody  who  has  connections  to  Judaism.  His  very  own 
mother,  who  was  born  to  Blackfoot  parents  in  Fort  Hall,  Pocatello,  Idaho, 
was  adopted  by  a Jewish  family  as  a baby  and  raised  in  reform  Judaism.  His 
mother's  step-parents,  like  his  father's  parents,  were  left-wingers  as 
well.  They  transmitted  these  beliefs  to  him.  Not  only  is  he  knowledgeable 
about  Blackfoot  spiritual  and  ethical  beliefs,  he  is  more  knowledgeable 
about  Jewish  ethical  teachings  than  the  average  Jew,  including  me. 

One  belief  that  he  shares  with  his  late  mother  is  that  it  goes  AGAINST 
Judaism  to  care  more  about  attacks  on  the  Jewish  people  than  about  other 
peoples.  This  sort  of  exclusivism  was  antithetical  to  the  type  of  reform 
Judaism  his  mother  was  brought  up  to  respect.  This  branch  of  Judaism  has 
always  been  strongly  identified  with  the  European  Enlightenment  and  has 
often  taken  strong  stands  against  racism  of  any  sort,  including  Jewish 
racism. 

In  recent  weeks  I have  been  in  a battle  with  "left-wing"  holocaust  deniers 
on  the  Internet  newsgroup  alt. politics. socialism. trotsky.  Their  tactic  is 
to  use  anti-Zionist  rhetoric  in  order  to  make  their  neo-Fascist  agenda  more 
palatable.  They  begin  their  posts  with  some  sort  of  critique  of  Israeli 
complicity  with  apartheid  or  imperialist  crimes  and  then  proceed  to 
question  whether  Jews  died  in  gas  chambers.  The  Zyklon-B  was  not  used  to 
kill  people,  they  argue,  but  for  delousing. 

Jim  Craven  explained  to  PEN-L  how  these  sorts  of  neo-fascists  in  "left" 
covering  operate: 

"...  a 'leftist'  holocaust  denier  is  an  oxymoron;  there  is  simply  no  such 
thing.  No  true  leftist  could  ever  deny  that  the  Holocaust  against  Jews, 
Gypsies,  Homosexuals,  Slavic  Peoples  and  others  in  Conquered  Territories, 
POWs  etc.  occurred. 

"There  are  some  populists  who  appear  anti-capitalist  and  nominally  appear 
' leftist ' --as  did  the  Brownshirts  or  S.A.  of  the  Nazis--who  are 
anti-Semites,  holocaust  deniers  etc.  They  are  'leftists'  only  on  the  most 
superficial  levels. 

"There  are  some  leftists,  and  I am  one  of  them,  who  believe  that  'The 
Holocaust'  has  been  cynically  and  abusively  used/misused  to  promote  Zionism 
or  to  deflect  any  criticisms  of  Israel,  but  they  would  also  argue,  as  do  I, 
that  for  example  speaking  only  of  the  Jewish  victims  of  the  Holocaust,  is  a 
desecration  of  the  Jewish  as  well  as  non-Jewish  victims  of  the  Holocaust 
(after-all,  so  many  Jews  were  slaughtered  because  of  artificial  and  deadly 
divisions  between  Jews  and  non- Jews--and  their  natural  allies--who  could 
have  formed  effective  united  fronts  against  fascism  had  both  Jews  and 
non-Jews  not  allowed  historical  divisions  and  forms  of  mistrust  to  be  used 
and  manipulated)  employed  for  cynical  and  manipulative  purposes.  There  are 
some  leftists  who  also  argue,  as  do  I,  that  Zionism  is  to  real  Judaism  what 
the  Crusades  were  to  real  Christianity  or  what  the  Taliban  or  House  of  Saud 
are  to  real  Islam. 

"But  no  true  'leftist'  can  ever  promote  racism,  sexism,  anti-Semitism, 
national  chauvinism.  Holocaust  denials,  Zionism,  ultra-sectarian/bigoted 
Christianity  or  some  other  religion,  imperialism,  fascism  etc  etc." 

In  order  to  answer  the  "leftist"  holocaust  deniers,  I made  frequent  trips 
to  www.nizkor.org,  the  website  of  NIZKOR,  a group  dedicated  to  exposing 
holocaust  denial.  Eventually  the  people  who  maintain  this  site  got  word 
that  holocaust  deniers  were  spreading  their  poison  on  the 
alt . politics . socialism .trotsky  newsgroup  and  showed  up  themselves.  They  did 
an  excellent  job  refuting  the  neo-Fascists  and  invited  me  to  join  their 
mailing-list. 

It  was  on  this  mailing-list  that  I discovered  the  unfortunate  tendency  in 
the  Jewish  and  Zionist  world  to  make  the  holocaust  something  "exclusive." 


When  I showed  up  on  the  list  I explained  that  holocaust  deniens  were  using 
the  crimes  of  the  Israeli  state  as  a pretext  to  apologize  for  the  crimes  of 
Adolph  Hitler.  This  set  off  a firestorm  of  controversy. 

>From  the  Zionists  on  this  mailing-list , I heard  that  FDR  did  not  neglect 
to  bomb  the  railroad  tracks  to  Auschwitz,  an  act  that  could  have  saved 
thousands  of  Dewish  lives.  This  was  just  left-wing  propaganda.  I also 
learned  that  Ariel  Sharon  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  massacre  of 
Palestinian  women  and  children  at  Sabra  and  Shatila.  I was  also  told  that  I 
was  a troll  for  even  suggesting  that  these  things  might  be  true. 

In  my  parting  words  to  the  Nizkor  mailing-list  I said  the  following: 

Holocaust  deniers  try  to  make  their  message  palatable  to  left-wing 
audiences  by  wrapping  themselves  in  anti-Zionist  rhetoric.  Dews  who  deny 
that  Ariel  Sharon  had  responsibility  for  the  massacre  at  Sabra-Shatila 
weaken  the  moral  authority  that  is  needed  to  challenge  the  neo-Nazis.  In 
order  to  challenge  the  lies  of  Faurisson  and  company,  we  have  to  maintain 
the  highest  scruples  when  it  comes  to  our  own  history  and  the  history  of 
oppression  in  general.  It  would  be  sheer  hypocrisy  if  we  swept 
uncomfortable  facts  under  the  rug.  David  Stannard,  a Dew  and  author  of 
"American  Holocaust",  a book  about  the  genocide  of  the  American  Indian, 
points  out  the  following  in  his  preface  to  Ward  Churchill's  "A  Little 
Matter  of  Genocide" : 

"But  remembering  the  Holocaust  does  remain  necessary- -as  it  should.  So, 
apparently,  do  claims  for  the  historically  unrivaled  magnitude  of  Dewish 
suffering  during  the  Holocaust--which  should  not.  Indeed,  so  insistent  is 
Israel  on  retaining  its  'official  story'  of  the  Holocaust  that  for  decades 
now  some  of  the  most  outstanding  works  of  scholarship  on  Dewish  history  and 
politics--including  volumes  by  Hannah  Arendt  and  even  Raul  Hilbert's 
monumental  study,  'The  Destruction  of  the  European  Dews '--have  not  been 
translated  into  Hebrew.  The  reason:  they  critically  discuss  the  behavior  of 
certain  Dews  in  Europe  during  the  years  of  Nazi  rule,  and  such  criticism 
can  not  be  tolerated  by  the  Israeli  theocracy.  As  Segev  notes,  in  Israel 
today  the  Holocaust,  by  one  measure  at  least,  has  an  even  higher  status 
than  religion,  since  the  maximum  legal  penalty  for  denying  the  existence  of 
God  is  one  year  in  prison,  while  the  punishment  for  denying  the  existence 
of  the  Holocaust  is  up  to  five  years  imprisonment. 

"Nor  can  the  existence  of  OTHER  genocides  be  acknowledged  by  Israeli 
officialdom.  Thus,  the  government  of  Israel  has  banned  from  Israeli 
television  a documentary  film  on  the  early  twentieth-century  Turkish 
genocide  against  the  Armenians,  and  it  has  prohibited  the  Israeli  Education 
Ministry  from  introducing  the  story  of  the  Armenian  genocide  into  high 
school  curricula.  Moreover,  in  the  United  States,  Israeli  officials  of  the 
Foreign  Office  have  joined  hands  with  the  government  of  Turkey  in  blocking 
Congressional  efforts  to  acknowledge  the  Armenian  genocide  with  an  official 
Armenian  day  of  remembrance . " 

Louis  Proyect 

(http : //www. pa nix. com/~lnp3 /marxism . html) 

"RE : Oventic  School  Dedication  Trip"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Sep  1998  16:50:38  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  mexicopeace@igc.org  (Mexicopeace@igc.org) 

Sub j : Oventic  School  Dedication  Trip 

UUCP  email 

1.  OVENTIC  SCHOOL  DEDICATION  TRIP 
Sunday,  SEPT.  27  - Saturday,  OCT.  2 

Participate  in  the  dedication  and  inauguration  of  the  first  autonomous, 
indigenous  junior  high  school  in  Chiapas,  MEXICO! 

As  a "Tourist  of  Conscience"  you  will  continue  a two  year  old  program  of 
cultural  and  educational  exchange  with  the  indigenous  communities  of  the 
highlands  of  Chiapas  and  help  make  the  dream  of  authentic,  multilingual 
education  a reality  for  the  Maya  youth  of  today's  Chiapas.  Participants 
will  spend  five  days  and  four  nights  in  the  civilian  Zapatista  center  of 
Oventic  Aguascalientes  II  learning  about  the  realities  of  contemporary  Maya 


life  and  especially  their  dreams  of  a world  class  education  for  their 
youth . 

The  final  construction  of  the  first  phase  of  the  junior  high  school  will 
allow  200  students  to  live  and  work  in  Oventic.  The  leadership  of  the  Maya 
insurrection  insists  they  have  a legal  and  moral  right  to  open  community 
controlled  schools  for  their  children  (see  attached  letter),  and  the 
Accords  of  San  Andres,  signed  by  the  rebels  and  the  government,  clearly 
give  authority  for  autonomous  schools. 

The  Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams  have  been  specifically  requested  to 
insure  that  international  "Tourists  of  Conscience"  are  present  in  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II  in  the  week  before  general  elections  in  Chiapas.  Please 
join  us  for  the  experience  of  a lifetime. 

Cost  is  $400  from  Mexico  City.  Book  your  flight  TODAY  from  your  home  to 
Mexico  City  and  call  us  for  an  application.  (619)  232-2841. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

2.  Support  the  Maya  school  at  Oventic  by  signing  the  following  statement: 
Together  we  say,  let  the  children  learn  and  let  the  teachers  teach  in 
Oventic,  Chiapas,  MEXICO! 

We  the  undersigned,  support  the  peaceful  efforts  of  the  indigenous 
communities  Chiapas,  MEXICO  to  construct  their  first  junior  high  school  and 
urge  the  Mexican  government  to  respect  the  school  at  Oventic  Aguascalientes 
II. 

Most  importantly,  we  seek  firm  guarantees  for  the  safety  of  all  the 
indigenous  and  non-indigenous  teachers,  students  and  families  working  to 
open  the  school  this  fall.  Finally,  we  denounce  the  harsh  detention  and 
deportation  of  San  Diego  teacher  Peter  Brown  who  is  permanently  expelled  from 
Mexico  for  the  crime  of  supporting  the  school  at  Oventic. 

Please  send  your  name,  address,  zip,  phone,  email 

Return  completed  sheets  to:  Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams,  3909 
Centre  Street,  San  Diego,  CA  92103 
(619)  232-2841  FAX  (619)  232-0500 

<mexicopeace@igc.org>  http://www.igc.org/mexicopeace 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

3.  Letter  from  the  Education  Committee  of  the  school  at  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II. 

AGUASCALIENTES  II,  CHIAPAS,  MEXICO 
AUGUST  4,  1998 
To  Democratic  Teachers. 

To  Students  of  all  levels. 

To  Independent  Unions. 

To  University  Students  in  the  entire  country. 

To  National  Civil  Society. 

In  a corner  of  the  highlands  in  Chiapas  called  Oventic,  known  as 
Aguascalientes  II,  the  first  self -developed  educational  project  has  begun. 

In  response  to  the  federal  government's  failure  to  carry  out  the  the 
Accords  of  San  Andres  Sacamch'en  de  Los  Pobres,  the  rebel  autonomous 
municipalities  of  the  highlands  of  Chiapas  have  decided  to  create  the  first 
educational  system  for  the  liberation  of  our  people.  With  the  construction 
of  the  Zapatista  Autonomous  Rebel  Secondary  School,  we  are  taking  the  first 
step  towards  guaranteeing  a multi-ethnic  and  cross  cultural  education  for 
the  indigenous  and  non-indigenous  of  the  entire  world. 

With  the  support  of  international  solidarity  and  the  work  of  our 
compatriots,  we  have  raised  the  first  four  classrooms,  a computer  and 
typing  room,  a library,  and  the  first  dormitories  which  will  house  the 
first  200  young  people  from  different  communities,  from  the  autonomous 
municipalities  of  the  highlands  of  Chiapas. 

Nevertheless,  there  are  many  and  varied  needs  in  order  to  make  this  rebel 
dream  a reality.  Therefore  we  are  making  this  call  to  everyone  and  to  all 
those  who  understand  the  importance  of  winning  this  battle  against  the  bad 
government  - a battle  dedicated  to  eradicating  both  the  ignorance  and  the 
exclusion  of  the  first  of  these  lands. 

We  need  furniture  for  the  classrooms  and  dormitories,  more  books,  school 
supplies  and  the  resources  for  our  students  to  prepare  and  eat  their  meals 
in  their  own  school. 

We  also  ask  for  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  conscious  teachers,  to  help 


us  to  prepare  new  plans  and  programs  for  our  rebel  junior  high  school.  We 
hope  to  receive  from  everyone  as  much,  or  as  little  as  they  can  give. 

The  realization  of  this  dream  can  be  the  beginning  of  a new  educational 
system  for  a Mexico  which  is  dignified,  just  and  democratic;  a Mexico  which 
fully  respect  the  rights  and  cultures  of  indigenous  Mexicans. 

The  power  of  arms  and  money  cannot  defeat  our  indigenous'  dignity. 
Liberty,  Democracy  and  Justice 
FRATERNALLY 

THE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  GENERAL  COORDINATOR  OF  EDUCATION 

(hand  signed  with  an  official  stamp  of  the  school's  education  committee) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

English  translation  by  irlandesa  & pedro  cafe 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Special  thanks  for  first  internet  publication: 

Visita  las  paginas  del  Frente  Zapatista  de  Liberacion  Nacional: 
http: //spin . com. mx/~floresu/FZLN/  (espanol) 
http://www.peak.org/~joshua/fzln/  (english) 

http: //home .worldnet .f r/ngoc-mai/Front%20zapatiste. htm  (francais) 

NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS-  N.A.P.To  know  about  us  visit: 
http : //www. nap . cuhm . mx/nap0 . htm 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A.  To  receive  updates  about  the  junior  high  school  at  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  messages  every  month, 
please  send  the  following  message  to 

mexi copea ce@igc .apc.org: 

subscribe  maya  penpals  <your  address> 

B.  To  receive  am  update  about  the  junior  high  school  at  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II  about  once  a month,  please  send  the  following  message  to 

mexi copea ce@igc .apc.org: 
subscribe  mexicopeace  <your  address> 

C.  If  you  do  now  wish  to  receive  electronic  messages  about  schools  in 
Chiapas,  please  send  the  following  message  to  mexicopeace@igc.apc.org: 

unsubscribe  mexicopeace  <your  address> 

D.  If  you  also  want  to  receive  letters  and  news  via  regular  (snail)  mail, 
please  include  your  name,  street  address,  city,  ZIP,  country,  etc. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams 

Chanobjunetik  ta  Chiapas  Dkoltavanejetik  ta  Smeltzanel 
Equipos  de  construccion  para  escuelas  en  Chiapas 
Craftsmen's  Hall  AFL-CIO 
3909  Centre  Street 
San  Diego,  CA  92103 

(619)  232-2841  FAX  (619)  232-0500 

<mexicopeace@igc . ape .org>  http://www.igc.org/mexicopeace 

"RE:  Communique:  Fobaproa"  

Date:  Wed,  02  Sep  1998  13:44:20  -0700 
From:  nedm  <moonlight@igc.org> 

Sub j : Communique:  Fobaproa 

UUCP  email 

SOME  REFLECTIONS  ABOUT  FOBAPROA  [Translator ' s note:  Bank  Fund  for 
Protection  for  Savings,  comparable  to  FDIC],  support  and  a call 

"I  have  lived  a great  deal:  the  May  of  my  life  has  fallen  into  dryness, 
into  the  yellow  leaf,  and  what  should  accompany  old  age,  such  as  honor, 
love,  obedience,  many  friends,  I do  not  expect  to  have,  in  its  place  will 
be  curses,  not  in  loud  voices,  but  deep  voices,  honor  by  mouthpiece,  words 
which  the  poor  heart  would  like  to  deny,  although  it  does  not  dare." 
Macbeth,  Act  V,  Scene  III  --William  Shakespeare 

The  catastrophe  of  Fobaproa  cannot  be  covered  up  by  Arizmendi  [Catholic 
bishop],  nor  by  the  enthusiastic  declarations  of  Labastida  in  favor  of  the 
death  penalty.  The  black  and  battered  hang-over  of  "Russian  vodka"  in  the 


stock  market,  and  the  devaluation  of  the  peso  are  the  cherry  which  crowns 
a cake  filled  with  blood  and  mud:  the  neoliberal  model  (the  May  of  the 
technocrats  which  each  time  seems  more  like  fall) . As  an  attempt  to 
explain  this  rotten  reality,  we  "take  some  things  down"  to  reflect  and 
make  conclusions.  May  these  brief  commentaries  be  useful,  as  well  as  the 
support  to  what  is  worth  supporting,  and  may  the  call  for  what  is 
necessary  be  useful. 

I.  FOBAPROA  AND  THE  TECHNOCRATS:  NOT  POLITICS  NOR  ECONOMY 

Bad  as  an  economist  and  worst  as  a politician,  Zedillo  is  now  a 
delinquent,  a kidnapper  of  laws  which  he  pretends  to  carry  out  as  he 
disposes  with  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  about  the  grave  economic  effects  which 
would  come  as  a result  of  the  approval  of  Zedillo's  initiative  in  the 
congress  of  the  Union  which  would  convert  the  debt  of  the  Bank  Fund  for 
Protection  for  Savings  (Fobaproa)  into  public  debt.  A great  deal  has  been 
exposed  about  the  true  beneficiaries  of  this  "economic  rescue".  We  can  add 
little  or  nothing  to  this. 

But  it's  worth  reflecting  about  another  aspect  which  is  in  question:  the 
one  about  the  "state  of  law,"  that  recurring  formula  in  the  speeches  of 
the  masters  and  hunting  mastiffs  at  the  hour  of  raping,  beating, 
destroying,  jailing  and  assassinating  indigenous  and  non-indigenous  in  the 
north,  center,  east,  west,  south  and  southeast  of  Mexico. 

This  economic-political  crime  (that's  what  it's  about)  begins  when 
Zedillo  makes  an  ILLEGAL  decision  to  borrow  abroad  in  order  to  help  the 
banks  which  are  "broke."  Now  we  know  what  was  behind  the  "bankruptcies"  of 
the  banks:  frauds,  internal  loans,  laundering,  speculation.  But  in 
addition  to  these  crimes  is  the  one  committed  by  Zedillo,  because  the 
Political  Constitution  says  (in  article  73,  section  VIII)  that  in  order  to 
ask  for  loans  abroad  and  to  direct  economic  resources  Congress  must 
approve  the  action.  Federal  legislators  of  the  parties  National  Action 
(PAN)  and  Democratic  Revolution  (PRD)  have  denounced  the  fact  that  Mister 
Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon  violated  the  Constitution. 

The  proof  of  this  illegal  action  is  evident  and  only  a constitutional 
clause  "saves"  the  head  of  the  Executive  branch  from  being  subject  to  a 
political  trial  (National  Action  has  a project  which  would  annul  this 
absurd  privilege). 

In  addition  to  not  fulfilling  his  constitutional  mandate,  under  what 
criteria  did  Zedillo  decide  that  it  was  more  important  to  "rescue" 
delinquents  disguised  as  bankers  instead  of  building  schools,  hospitals, 
popular  stores  and  roads?  Isn't  it  more  important  to  better  living  and 
working  conditions  of  the  people?  Why  support  the  rich  financiers  and  not 
the  millions  of  small  debtors  who  have  lost  everything,  including  their 
future,  due  to  the  "errors  of  December"? 

For  years  (the  administrations  of  De  La  Madrid,  Salinas  de  Gortari  and 
Ernesto  Zedillo)  the  democratization  of  the  country  has  been  set  aside. 

We  were  told  (and  Salinas  the  Great  repeated  it  once  and  again,  while  he 
was  killing  his  opponents)  that  the  political  system  could  wait,  that  the 
economy  was  more  urgent  and  that  our  rulers  were  working  to  reward  us 
with  entry  to  the  First  World  without  asking  anything  in  exchange,  except 
for  the  eternal  adoration  of  everyone  for  themselves. 

Today  in  Mexico,  there  is  no  widespread  democracy.  And  there  is  also  no 
national  economy.  During  the  last  15  years  it  has  been  destroyed  and  its 
ruins  have  been  sold.  The  economic  model  whose  development  demanded  the 
abandonment  of  the  struggle  for  democracy"  has  done  nothing  but  increase 
the  poverty  and  share  it  with  more  Mexicans,  and  concentrated  wealth  among 
a smaller  number  of  people. 

The  technocrats  (as  the  members  of  the  gang  of  rulers  call  themselves) 
said  that  reality  would  be  like  their  cybernetic  macroeconomic  schemes. 
They  said  their  specialty  was  not  politics,  but  it  didn't  matter  because, 
in  the  era  of  economic  globalization,  the  most  important  thing  was  market 
technology.  Knowing  how  to  buy  and  sell,  or  traffic  was  what  the  country 
demanded  of  its  rulers.  For  the  time  being,  they  told  us  and  said  to  one 
another,  they  should  set  to  one  side  the  "old  politicians"  (the  so-called 
"dinosaurs")  who  had  kept  the  nation  far  from  modernity  with  their 


populism.  The  Dinos  were  set  to  one  side,  but  they  handed  down  their  long 
tail  of  corruption,  crimes  and  ineptitude  which  had  taken  them  to  power 
and  had  been  the  "old  politics"  to  the  "neopoliticians."  Lurking,  and 
nostalgic  for  the  impunity  and  wealth  which  power  had  given  them,  the 
Dinos  prepare  their  return. 

Meanwhile,  in  order  that  there  be  no  doubt  about  their  ability  to  make 
politics,  the  "computer  kids"  give  us  samples  of  their  stupidity.  Three 
examples : 

1.  With  the  opportunity  to  resolve  quickly  and  in  a dignified  manner  the 
conflict  in  the  Mexican  Southeast,  they  opt  for  mass  assassination  (Acteal, 
Chavajeval  and  Union  Progreso),  the  escalation  of  the  war,  the  creation  of 
paramilitary  groups  and  the  support  for  the  regional  political-economic 
bosses  (from  here  is  derived  the  "Can  Gang",  as  is  known  the  group  with 
Albores  Guillen  [Translator's  note:  Chiapas  governor]  ). 

2.  Economically  allied  with  organized  crime,  the  technocrats  renew  a 
form  of  making  politics  as  an  option  to  resolve  the  internal  differences 
of  the  governing  class:  assassination.  The  unresolved  crimes  of  Luis 
Donaldo  Colosio  and  lose  Francisco  Ruiz  Massieu  are  proof  that  the 
"substitutes"  among  the  new  political  class  use  the  same  tactics  as  the 
Mafia.  Such  is  the  cost  of  modernity. 

3.  Determined  to  displace  the  old  political  class  in  order  to  better 
"administer"  the  sale  of  the  country,  the  technocrats  close  spaces, 
arrange  their  "buddies"  and  purge  in  the  most  rancid  style  of 
"nomenclatures."  The  lack  of  political  oxygen  suffocates  not  only  the 
opposition,  but  different  sectors  within  the  State-party  System.  Results? 
Each  time  more  "historic"  members  of  the  PRI  abandon  their  party  and  move 
on  to  other  parties  or  positions. 

Meanwhile,  the  political  vacuum  left  in  the  national  scheme  by 
technocrats  is  filled  with  the  protagonism  of  two  forces:  the  Church  and 
the  Army. 

These  three  examples  demonstrate  the  stupidities  of  the  group  in  power 
who  ratify  what  is  already  a national  conviction:  our  rulers  know  nothing 
about  politics.  Before  they  justified  it  with  their  "macroeconomic" 
accomplishment.  Then  Fobaproa  came  and  with  it  came  the  truth:  they  know 
nothing  about  economics  either. 

The  Fobaproa  affair  is  a lesson,  not  for  the  doctors  from  Harvard-Yale- 
-Cambridge,  but  for  all  the  nation.  "No  politics  or  economics"  is  the 
slogan  which  sums  up  the  last  15  years  of  neoliberal  government  in  Mexico. 

Fobaproa  fundamentally  questions  the  economic  and  political  model 
imposed  on  Mexico  by  the  State-Party  system.  Fobaproa  proves  that  the 
figures  don't  add  up:  we  are  poorer,  there  is  no  financial  stability  nor 
stability  of  the  currency,  we  are  less  and  less  sovereign  and  more 
dependent,  there  are  no  jobs,  delinquency  rises,  the  tie  of  government 
with  criminals  grows  stronger  and  broader:  in  sum,  we  are  worst  in  micro 
and  macroeconomics. 

Fobaproa  proves,  in  sum,  that  the  actual  political  and  economic  model  is 
not  sustainable  and  indefensible. 

By  insisting  in  his  proposal  for  Fobaproa,  Zedillo  insists  only  in 
keeping  himself  and  his  colleagues  in  power,  at  the  cost  of  the  opposition, 
even  within  his  own  party. 

That  is  why  criticism  towards  the  effectiveness  and  efficiency  of  the 
technocrats  is  necessary,  as  well  as  the  importance  of  taking  a position 
against  them. 

It  is  necessary  to  stop  them  NOW. 

II.  FOBAPROA:  AN  AUTONOMOUS  AND  INDEPENDENT  LEGISLATIVE  BRANCH? 

Mounted  upon  a rotting  political  crisis  for  some  time,  the  technocrats 
have  to  suffer  the  slow  liquidation  of  Presidentialism  and  an  insistent, 
although  battered,  growth  of  the  independence  and  autonomy  of  the  Federal 
legislative  Branch.  The  national  catastrophe  produced  by  the  public 
administration  of  the  "1982-2024  Gang"  (Gurria  dixit),  in  spite  of  the 
efforts  and  wheedling  of  Labastida,  can't  manage  to  get  supported  by 
honest  politicians  (there  are  still  some),  or  by  analysts,  or  by  social 
organizations  or  by  citizens  without  a party.  It's  logical:  failures 
(even  when  disguised  as  victories)  do  not  have  followers.  Some 


legislators  of  the  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party  have  warned  about  the 
immoral  character  of  Zedillo's  proposal. 

We  must  salute  the  struggle  for  the  autonomy  and  independence  of  some 
Parliamentarians  in  the  Legislative  Branch.  Their  critical  attitude 
towards  the  initiatives  of  the  Executive  are  beneficial  for  the  life  of 
the  republic.  The  country  needs  a Congress  which  is  truly  independent,  as 
well  as  representative  of  the  interests  of  all  Mexicans.  The  struggle  for 
the  independence  of  the  powers  should  continue  to  its  ultimate 
consequences.  In  a healthy  republican  regime,  the  Executive  obeys  the 
Legislative.  The  Presidentialism  suffered  by  our  political  system  should 
disappear  completely.  As  long  as  this  does  not  happen,  the 
democratization  will  continue  in  the  rubrics  of  "speeches"  and 
"demagoguery" . 

The  Fobaproa  affair  has  served  to  assay  the  strong  struggle  of  the 
legislative  Branch  for  its  independence  and  autonomy;  it  has  demonstrated 
the  growing  discontent  within  the  State-Party  system,  and  it  is  proof  of 
the  political  and  economic  stupidity  of  the  technocrats.  But  it  can  also 
be  a sign  of  progress  "within  the  political  parties"  of  the  most  sensitive 
currents  to  popular  sentiments  instead  of  macroeconomic  indicators.  Within 
the  parties  of  National  Action  and  the  Democratic  Revolution  there  are 
tendencies  which  seek  ways  in  which  to  resolve  the  problem  created  by  the 
stupidity  of  the  Executive  without  hurting  the  population  more. 

III.  FOBAPROA:  DEMOCRACY  FROM  ABOVE  OR  BELOW? 

With  all  this,  the  debate  and  decision-making  about  Fobaproa  continues 
to  be  "above"  among  legislators,  analysts,  opinion  leaders  and  party 
leadership.  It  is  necessary  to  "lower  it"  in  order  that  the  "rebound" 
produce  effects.  If  national  politics  are  no  longer  dictated  exclusively 
by  the  Executive,  if  the  political  parties  (not  just  one  of  them) 
participate  more  and  in  a better  way  in  decisions,  if  the  professional 
politicians  appear  willing  to  hear  or  foresee  reactions  of  the  people 
against  measures  which  affect  them,  it  is  necessary  to  hear  and  feel  the 
citizen  voice  in  such  a way  that  it  also  make  a difference.  This  is 
democracy,  "government  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people." 

The  proposal  of  the  Party  of  the  Democratic  Revolution  to  carry  out  a 
citizen  consultation  about  Fobaproa  is  a serious  effort  to  open  a space  so 
that  the  citizenry  can  manifest  its  opinion  about  this  issue.  The 
initiative  from  the  PRD  is  an  example  of  inclusive  and  democratic  politics 
and  it  would  be  healthy  for  Mexico. 

Nevertheless,  the  mechanisms  by  which  to  make  the  voice  of  the  citizenry 
heard  within  the  powers  of  the  Union  and  make  its  weight  felt  obliging 
those  who  "govern  to  obey"  are  still  missing. 

The  struggle  for  democracy  in  Mexico  is  not  only  a struggle  for  fair, 
free  and  just  elections;  multi-party  participation;  or  a change  in  power. 

It  is,  above  all,  the  struggle  for  politics  to  be  "citizen-ized"  if  you 
will.  The  struggle  to  find  new  ways,  to  create  spaces,  to  nurture 
initiatives  which  give  voice  and  a place  to  those  who  make  a nation:  the 
workers  of  the  field  and  the  city,  the  indigenous,  the  squatters,  the 
housewives,  the  teachers,  students,  retired  and  pensioned,  small 
businessmen,  professionals,  employees,  handicapped,  HIV  positives, 
intellectuals,  artists,  researchers,  unemployed,  homosexuals,  lesbians, 
youth,  women,  children  and  elderly,  the  everyone  who,  under  different 
names  and  faces,  dress  and  name  themselves,  the  people. 

IV.  CONSULTATION  ABOUT  FOBAPROA:  SUPPORT 

The  EZLN  salutes  and  supports  the  consultation  about  Fobaproa  organized 
by  the  PRD  and  in  which  other  political  and  social  organizations  as  well 
as  individual  citizens  participate  to  be  held  on  August  30th. 

V.  A CALL  TO  STRUGGLE  FOR  WHAT  BELONGS  TO  US:  DEMOCRACY,  LIBERTY  AND 
JUSTICE 

We  call  upon  the  people  of  Mexico  to  participate  in  the  National 
Consultation  about  the  Fobaproa  this  30th  of  August  of  1998,  and  above  all, 
we  call  upon  everyone  to  struggle  for  the  rights  of  all:  for  health, 
housing,  food,  decent  wages  for  work,  land,  education,  culture  and 


information,  liberty,  independence,  democracy  and  peace. 

We  salute  the  struggle  for  the  independence  and  autonomy  of  the 
Legislative  Power;  we  salute  the  political  organizations  who  turn  their 
faces  downward.  We  salute  the  Consultation  about  Fobaproa.  We  salute 
those  who  open  spaces  of  citizen 

participation.  And  above  all,  we  salute  those  who  want  to  "citizen-ize" 
politics,  to  democratize  the  country. 

>From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast, 

For  the  Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee 

General  Command  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 

Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos 

Mexico,  August  of  1998 

EZLN  COMMUNIQUE 

To  the  national  press: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I include  some  reflections  about  the  Fobaproa  and  a political  position 

Over  here  nothing  is  new,  the  helicopters  and  planes  promising  war  are 
abundant,  as  are  rains  that  promise  harvests,  and  dignity  that  promises  a 
future.  The  children  continue  to  be  children  and  little  Pedrito  has  re- 
named me  "Up"  ( easy  abbreviation  for  "Sup",  I understand)  while  he  tries 
to  figure  out  if  my  pipe  is  made  of  chocolate  as  were  some  cigarettes  they 
gave  him. 

While  the  sea  dreams  with  me  in  her  womb,  I remember  that  in  coming  days 
(August  28th)  the  Ladies  celebrate  the  20th  anniversary  of  an  act  which, 
like  everything  which  comes  from  below,  began  in  a small  way  and  then  grew. 

20  years  ago  a group  of  determined  and  discomforting  (for  the  Power)  men 
and  women  began  a hunger  strike  to  demand  the  liberation  of  political 
prisoners  and  the  presentation  of  the  disappeared. 

All  of  us,  and  others  who  have  no  memory,  owe  these  women  of  stubborn 
tenderness  many  things.  One  of  these,  not  the  only  one,  is  that  tomorrow 
which  is  promised  and  known  to  those  who,  like  the  Ladies,  understand  that 
memory  does  not  rest  nor  does  it  surrender,  nor  does  dignity  have  age  or 
size.  Then  it  so  happens  that  Old  Man  Antonio  arrives  with  one  of  those 
gifts  for  the  sea  and  he  tells,  just  to  tell. 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  MEASURE  OF  MEMORY 

So  say  the  elders  of  the  old  ones  of  ours,  that  the  first  gods,  the  ones 
who  gave  birth  to  the  world,  spread  memory  among  the  men  and  women  who 
walked  in  the  world.  Memory  is  good  "so  said  the  greatest  gods"  because 
memory  is  the  mirror  which  helps  us  to  understand  the  present  and  promises 
the  future. 

With  a gourd  they  made  the  first  gods  made  the  measure  which  they  then 
distributed  and  gave  memory  to  all  the  men  and  women.  But  it  seems  that 
some  men  and  women  were  bigger  than  others  and  then  the  measure  of  memory 
did  not  have  the  same  dimensions  in  everyone.  In  the  smallest  ones, 
memory  shone  brightly  and  in  the  biggest  ones  it  grew  dim.  That  is  why 
they  say  that  memory  is  greater  and  stronger  in  the  small  ones  and  harder 
to  find  in  the  powerful.  That  is  why  they  say  that  men  and  women  get 
smaller  as  they  grow  old.  They  say  it  is  so  memory  can  shine  brighter. 

They  say  this  is  the  world  of  the  eldest  of  the  elders:  to  make  memory 
large . 

And  they  say  that  dignity  is  merely  memory  which  lives.  So  they  say. 

Vale.  Health  to  you,  and  may  memory  carry  out  its  commitment,  in  other 
words,  that  it  make  justice. 

>From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast 
Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos 
Mexico,  August  of  1998 

IT  IS  HERE  AGAIN!  THE  ONE!  THE  ONLY!  THE  FEARED  (by  the  readers)!  The 
recurring  postscripts!  Y-e-e-e-s! 

P.S.  Which  applauds  the  memory  of  Zedillo.  In  Ocosingo,  when  he  spoke 
about  the  legislative  reforms  on  indigenous  rights,  Zedillo  referred  to 
the  one  by  the  Cocopa  as  "The  one  made  by  a group  of  legislators  together 
with  the  EZLN".  All  that  was  left  to  say  was:  "a  group  of  legislators  who 


rebelled . " 

P.P.S.  Which  hands  its  croquette  to  whom  it  may  concern.  According  to 
the  intelligence  services  a new  autonomous  municipality  has  arisen  in  a 
place  called  Tuxtla  Gutierrez.  The  Rebel  Autonomous  Council  is  located 
near  the  zoo  "Alvarez  del  Toro",  and  with  clear  intentions  to  hide 
themselves,  has  put  up  a sign  at  the  entrance  which  says  : "Cerro  Hueco 
Hail".  WE  demand  the  State  of  Law  be  applied  with  rigor,  that  one 
thousand  policemen  and  soldiers  attack  the  rebel  headquarters,  destroy  all 
the  jail,  and  evict  all  those  who  are  there. 

P. P.P.S.  Which  tallies  numbers  (beyond  Fobaproa).  The  peso  is  devalued, 
the  stock  market  climbs  downward,  the  white  collar  crimes  and  no  collar 
crimes  increase,  drug  trafficking  makes  stronger  ties  with  government,  the 
San  Andres  Agreements  remain  unfulfilled,  the  war  advances  in  Chiapas, 
Guerrero  and  Oaxaca,  the  international  outcry  against  the  Mexican 
government  for  its  human  rights  violations  grows,  the  Legislative  Power 
reveals  itself,  the  Pre-candidates  for  2000  are  swarming,  Fobaproa 

undresses  and  with  it  the  illegality  of  the  election  of  1994, 

(space  so  that  you  can  add  anything  I forgot),  etcetera.  Everything  is 
clear  but,  what  will  Zedillo  say  on  September  1 - ? His  achievements  in  an 
underwater  search? 

Vale  again.  A salute  to  you  and  Congratulations!  (I  mean  if  you're 
reading  this,  it's  because  you've  survived  four  years  of  "well-being  for 
your  family" 

[Translator's  note:  Zedillo's  94  election  slogan]. 

The  Sup  wrapped  like  a gift. 

Translated  by  : Cecilia  Rodriguez 

"RE : Badger  Army  Ammunition  Plant"  

Date:  Sat,  05  Sep  98  14:34:44  PDT 
From:  Tom  Goldtooth  <ien@igc.apc.org> 

Sub j : ACTION  ALERT!!  Environmental  lustice/Badger  AAP 

UUCP  email 

INDIGENOUS  ENVIRONMENTAL  NETWORK  (IEN)  ALERT  - LETTER  SUPPORT  NEEDED 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ACTION  ALERT! ! 

Please  join  us  in  supporting  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation's  (Winnebago) 
interest  in  lands  now  occupied  by  Badger  Army  Ammunition  Plant 
by  signing  on  the  following  letter.  This  letter  was  authored  by  the 
Ho-Chunk  Nation's  Attorney  General.  This  property  is  within  what 
is  called  the  State  of  Wisconsin  in  U.S.  This  is  traditional  territories 
of  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation. 

Send  your  name,  address,  and  group  (if  any)  to  olah@speagle.com 
or  call  her  (Laura  Olah)  at  (608)643-3124. 

Deadline  is  October  1.  Thank  you!! 

Text  of  the  Sign-on  Letter: 

TO:  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
U.S.  Senator  Russ  Feingold 
U.S.  Senator  Herb  Kohl 
US  Dept  of  the  Interior  - BIA 

Dear  Sir  or  Madam: 

Through  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Ho-Chunk  Nation  has  made 
a formal  request  to  GSA  that  approximately  3050  acres  of  property 
at  the  Badger  Army  Ammunition  Plant  transferred  in  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Nation.  The  BAAP  land  has  very  important  historic 
and  cultural  significance  to  the  Ho-Chunk  people.  The  land  lies 
within  the  heart  of  Ho-Chunk' s aboriginal  territory,  including  villages 
located  within  present-day  Sauk  County,  and  in  particular,  along 
the  Wisconsin  River,  where  the  Badger  Army  Ammunition  Plant  is 


located . 


The  Nation's  primary  interests  are:  (1)  the  protection  of  the  cultural, 
historic,  archaeological  and  natural  resources  located  on  the 
property,  (2)  the  restoration  of  prairie,  native  plants  and  animals,  (3) 
the  restoration,  remediation  and  continued  protection  of  the 
environment,  both  the  human  environment  and  the  natural 
ecological  environment.  The  preservation  of  the  history  of  the 
Ho-Chunk  Nation  and  successor  communities  of  the  great  Sauk 
Prairie  Land  is  fundamentally  important.  It  preserves  the  past  while 
preparing  the  future. 

Land  is  permanent  and  stable,  a source  of  spiritual  origins  and 
sustaining  belief.  Land  is  an  important  social  institution,  one 
intimately  connected  to  the  environment,  resource  management, 
heritage  preservation  and  economic  development.  Through 
community  operation  and  integrated  land  use  planning,  it  is  possible 
to  preserve,  conserve  and  protect  the  Natural  Resources  of  this 
State.  It  is  possible  through  a collaborative  effort,  joint  support  and 
mutual  assistance  to  restore  the  Sauk  Prairie.  The  efforts  of 
community,  farmers,  environmentalists,  sports-persons,  conservation 
groups,  historians  and  local  and  tribal  government,  the  restoration, 
remediation  and  protection  of  the  environment,  history,  and  cultural 
resources  can  be  achieved. 

The  Ho-Chunk  Nation's  goals  and  objectives  are  consistent  with 
the  uses  envisioned  at  the  former  Badger  Army  Ammunition  Plant. 

The  goals  of  this  community  are  achieved  with  the  involvement, 
cooperation  and  resources  of  all  interested  parties.  The  land  use  is 
the  key  to  this  equation.  Ho-Chunk,  like  the  voices  of  the  public 
and  WDNR,  has  stated  that  its  desired  use  and  objectives  are  to 
aid  in  cleaning-up  the  environment,  ensuring  a clean  green  space 
for  people  and  wildlife.  Eco-tourism,  restoration  of  prairie,  habitat 
and  wildlife,  and  the  preservation  and  protection  of  traditional 
cultural  properties  are  invaluable  to  the  history  of  this  land  and  its 
people.  The  protection  of  and  preservation  of  earthwork,  mounds, 
cultural  sites,  including  the  re-establishing  native  plant  and  animals 
like  Bison,  as  a native  species  to  the  prairie,  are  essential  to  the 
revitalization  of  Ho-Chunk  traditional  practices  and  culture.  These 
desired  objectives  are  consistent  with  the  prairie  restoration  desired 
by  the  area  people.  It  does  not  conflict  with,  but  compliments  the 
land  use  practices  of  the  Wisconsin  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  and  surrounding  neighbors. 

Our  support  is  offered  and  in  return,  we  receive  support.  This  is 
what  being  a good  neighbor  is  all  about.  The  Ho-Chunk  Nation  is 
committed  to  protect  and  enhance  natural  resources.  The 
Ho-Chunk  Nation  has  undertaken  a prairie  restoration  and  bison 
project  to  enhance  the  traditional  beliefs  of  the  Tribe.  The  Nation 
operates  resource  management  programs  to  "acquire,  manage, 
develop  and  enhance  tribal  resources"  including  "land,  water,  fish 
and  wildlife,  range,  forestry,  irrigation,  and  other  programs  designed 
to  manage,  develop  and  enhance  tribal  resources."  The  BAAP 
facility  is  located  on  lands  that  historically  were  prairie  and 
woodlands.  Since  the  1960's,  portions  of  the  BAAP  lands  have 
been  the  subjects  of  wildlife  restoration  projects.  The  Nation  wishes 
to  expand  its  prairie  and  bison  projects.  The  Nation's  proposed  use 
of  the  property  is  consistent  with  the  interests  expressed  by  many 
members  of  the  local  communities  and  environmental  groups,  and 
would  benefit  those  communities.  For  all  of  these  reasons,  the 
Ho-Chunk  Nation  respectfully  requests  that  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  seek  to  acquire  the  BAAP  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Nation . 


Sincerely, 


NAME,  ADDRESS,  GROUP,  TELEPHONE,  ETC  (if  any) 

Send  all  replies  to: 

Laura  Olah,  Executive  Director 
Citizens  for  Safe  Water  Around  Badger 
E12629  Weigand ' s Bay  South 
Merrimac,  Wisconsin  53561 
olah@speagle.com 

Phone  (608)643-3124  Fax  (608)643-0005 
Website  http: //www. speagle . com/cswab 
A member  organization  of  Military  Toxics  Project 
Non-Native  network  group  of  IEN 

For  information  by  a representative  of  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation: 

William  Boulware  3r. 

Tribal  Department  of  Dustice 
1-800-501-8039  AT  Ho-Chunk 
Supported  and  forwarded  by: 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network  - National  Office 
P.O.  Box  485 

Bemidji,  Minnesota  56619-0485  USA 

Phone:  (218)  751-4967 

Fax:  (218)  751-0561 

e-mail:  ien@igc.apc.org 

Web  Site:  http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 

"An  alliance  of  Indigenous  Peoples  protecting  the  sacredness  of 
Mother  Earth  and  building  sustainable  communities." 

"RE : Taxation  Immunity  Under  Siege"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Aug  1998  18:53:36  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Taxation  immunity  under  siege  as  policy  hardens 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
INDIANS  FEAR  TAX-FREE  STATUS  IS  UNDER  GROWING  SCRUTINY 
Canadian  Press,  August  10,  1998,  by  Danice  Tibbetts 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

OTTAWA  (CP)  - When  the  tax  man  came  calling  at  a recent  gathering  of 
Indian  chiefs,  he  ignited  a furor  that  some  aboriginals  say  shows  a 
hardening  of  government  policy  on  taxing  Indians.  The  Ontario  government 
inspector,  for  the  first  time  that  Indian  leaders  could  remember,  was 
looking  for  provincial  sales  tax  to  be  charged  on  aboriginal  arts  and 
crafts  at  a Toronto  convention  and  trade  show.  He  left  empty-handed. 

But  some  Indians  fear  the  surprise  visit  was  a sign  their  tax-free 
status  is  under  increasing  scrutiny  following  several  recent  court  rulings 
that  favored  governments  over  aboriginals  when  it  comes  to  paying  tax. 
"They're  trying  to  change  the  rules  of  the  game,"  said  one  aboriginal 
representative . 

According  to  treaty  rights,  status-Indians  who  live  or  work  on  reserves 
have  traditionally  been  exempt  from  federal  income  tax,  nor  have  they  had 
to  pay  GST  or  PST  on  purchases  made  on  reserves  and  in  some  cases,  off 
reserves  as  well.  But  this  spring  and  summer,  natives  have  lost  once  in  the 
Supreme  Court  and  twice  in  the  Federal  Court  in  cases  involving  taxation: 

- A Dune  Supreme  Court  decision  said  the  New  Brunswick  government  was 
within  its  rights  to  charge  provincial  sales  tax  on  purchases  made  off 
reserves . 

- The  Federal  Court  ruled  in  May  that  Robin  Brant,  an  Ontario  Mohawk, 
had  to  pay  GST  to  Revenue  Canada  on  the  gas  he  sold  to  non-natives  at  the 
gas  bar  he  operates  on  his  reserve. 

- A March  ruling  by  the  Federal  Court  ordered  a wealthy  B.C.  native 
family  to  pay  income  tax  on  their  investment  income. 


The  count  rulings  set  standards  to  clear  up  a patchwork  of  taxation 
policy  across  the  country  at  a time  when  official  policy  often  conflicts 
with  practice.  For  instance,  a store  owner,  anxious  to  make  a sale,  may 
decide  against  charging  Indians  GST  for  items  they  buy  off  a reserve,  even 
though  federal  law  requires  the  tax  be  paid  unless  the  goods  are  delivered 
to  the  reserve.  "I  haven't  paid  GST  or  PST  and  if  they  refuse  to  recognize 
or  respect  that  right  I tell  them  to  put  the  items  or  whatever  I'm  going  to 
be  buying  back  on  the  shelf,"  said  Leonard  Tomah,  a New  Brunswick  Indian 
leader  who  initiated  the  Supreme  Court  lawsuit  against  the  New  Brunswick 
government.  "What  we  have  here  is  not  recognizing  a right  that  native 
people  have." 

The  ruling  against  Tomah  has  been  the  most  closely  watched  native 
taxation  case  to  come  before  the  courts  in  years.  The  decision  has  prompted 
some  provinces  to  start  reviewing  their  taxation  policies  after  the  Supreme 
Court  ruled  the  New  Brunswick  government  was  not  violating  the  Indian  Act 
when  it  imposed  an  11  per  cent  sales  tax  on  off-reserve  purchases  five 
years  ago  as  the  province  tried  to  balance  its  books.  The  province  brought 
in  the  measure  two  years  after  the  federal  government  imposed  the  GST  on 
goods  bought  off  reserves. 

The  tax  in  New  Brunswick,  which  had  already  been  levied  in  several  other 
provinces,  sparked  angry  demonstrations  during  Easter  weekend  in  1993,  when 
riot  squads  were  called  in  and  dozens  of  protesters  were  arrested  for 
blocking  highways  in  the  province.  Until  then,  there  was  a blanket  sales 
tax  exemption  of  everything  Indians  bought,  both  on  reserves  and  off. 

Ontario  is  one  province  thats  now  looking  over  its  rules  to  decide 
whether  to  charge  across-the-board  sales  tax  as  a result  of  the  New 
Brunswick  case.  "That's  the  issue,  really,"  said  lay  Young,  a spokesman 
for  Ontario's  ministry  of  finance.  But  he  said  there  has  been  no  official 
crackdown  so  far  and  the  effort  to  collect  tax  at  the  recent  chiefs 
convention  was  an  attempt  to  enforce  existing  rules. 

Revenue  Canada  says  it  has  not  made  any  changes  in  tax  policy  either  and 
that  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  supported  the  practice  of  charging  GST  off 
reserves.  But  adding  to  the  fear  among  Indians  that  their  tax  immunity  is 
under  siege  is  a move  by  the  band  in  Kamloops,  B.C.,  to  start  collecting 
tax  on  alcohol,  tobacco  and  fuel  on  the  reserve. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Natives  Invoke  the  Law  of  the  Land"  

Date:  Thu,  3 Sep  1998  10:32:43  -0400 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub  j : Natives  Invoke  the  Law  of  the  Land 

UUCP  email 

August  30,  1998 

Throughout  the  Americas,  Natives  Invoke  the  Law  of  the  Land 
By  ANTHONY  DePALMA 

Earlier  this  month,  after  initialing  the  first  treaty  that  his  people  had 
ever  concluded  with  Canada's  Government,  Chief  Joseph  Gosnell  Sr.  held  the 
document  over  the  seal  whiskers  of  his  regal  headdress  and  shouted,  "The 
Nisga'a  canoe  has  returned." 

It  was  a reference  to  a trip  to  the  white  man's  capital  taken  by  his 
native  American  ancestors  a century  ago,  and  it  was  a way  of  saying  that 
the  Nisga'a 's  long  journey  for  recognition  within  Canada  was  over. 

But  the  Nisga'a  in  fact  have  a long  way  to  go,  and  in  that  they  are 


little  different  from  other  native  Americans  in  Canada,  Mexico  and  the 
United  States.  For  the  treaty,  which  gives  the  Nisga'a  title  to  ancestral 
lands  and  the  right  to  govern  what  goes  on  there,  still  must  be  approved 
by  Nisga'a  members,  the  legislature  of  British  Columbia  and  the  federal 
Parliament.  It  has  already  raised  objections  from  other  Canadians  about  the 
special  rights  it  would  give  the  Nisga'a. 

In  fact  the  Nisga'a  experience  illustrates  how  much,  across  all  of  North 
America,  the  original  problem  that  European  settlers  faced  on  their  arrival 
in  the  new  world  remains  largely  unresolved. 

More  than  500  years  later,  Indians  continue  to  demand  recognition  that 
they  have  special  rights  to  live  a special  way  of  life  by  virtue  of  their 
having  been  in  North  America  first. 

And  this  is  more  than  a simple  question  of  granting  justice,  as  the  native 
Americans  see  it. 

Even  where  the  political  will  exists  to  grant  such  rights,  governments  and 
courts  struggle  to  reconcile  the  needs  of  Indian  cultures  with  the  concept 
of  equality  in  the  constitutions  of  all  three  countries. 

It  is  a little  like  the  basic  political  problem  with  affirmative  action 
programs:  While  the  central  goal  of  righting  past  wrongs  enjoys 
considerable  support,  the  formulas  being  put  forward  are  under  attack 
because  they  seem  to  grant  special  privileges  to  some,  but  not  all, 
citizens . 

In  Mexico,  for  example,  Indians  in  the  state  of  Chiapas  have  taken  up  arms 
to  force  the  government  to  recognize  Indian  autonomy,  but  officials  worry 
that  doing  so  too  broadly  could  give  Indians  rights  not  available  to  other 
Mexicans . 

And  in  the  United  States,  tribes  are  testing  the  boundaries  of  their 
sovereignty  by  exploiting  their  land  in  ways  that  might  not  be  tolerated 
off  the  reservations . 

Fear  of  Precedent 

In  the  Canadian  case,  opponents  object  to  the  treaty  because  it  would 
allow  elections  limited  by  race.  So  they  are  preparing  to  challenge  the 
constitutionality  of  the  Nisga'a  treaty  before  the  precedent  is  followed  by 
dozens  of  other  Indian  groups  that  are  also  clamoring  for  self-government. 

Despite  different  histories  and  vastly  unequal  populations,  these  issues 
all  boil  down  to  a demand  to  control  Indian  destiny  by  controlling  Indian 
land . 

"What  makes  Indians  Indians  is  the  dream  of  living  on  communally  held 
lands,"  said  Dose  Barreiro,  associate  director  of  the  American  Indian 
Program  at  Cornell  University,  who  has  worked  and  studied  Indian  groups 
across  the  American  continent.  "The  issue  of  land  is  very,  very  strong  in 
all  indigenous  communities." 

The  issue  of  the  land  itself  has  been  addressed,  fairly  or  not,  in 
treaties  or  contracts  signed  over  many  years.  Now  the  crux  of  controversy 
in  all  three  countries  is  the  way  Indians  live  on  the  land. 

Although  they  travel  in  pick  up  trucks,  wear  jeans  and  use  the  Internet, 
many  Indians  lead  lives  on  their  reserves  and  reservations  that  are 
different  from  the  societies  around  them. 

The  2,500  Nisga'a  who  live  on  their  traditional  lands  are  divided  into 
four  bands,  which  correspond  to  four  villages.  Patterns  of  leadership,  land 
tenancy  and  even  marriage  are  determined  to  a large  extent  by  participation 
in  the  bands. 

Some  tribes  have  their  own  courts,  their  own  methods  of  punishment  and 
their  own  preferred  style  of  elections,  which  is  not  always  democratic. 

These  patterns  have  persisted  despite  ferocious  attempts  at  assimilation 
through  residential  schools  and  laws  that  banned  traditional  ceremonies. 

A Generation  of  Lawyers 

Over  the  last  30  years,  the  recognition  of  basic  human  rights  around  the 
world  has  exposed  injustices  in  the  way  Indians  are  treated.  In  the  United 
States,  the  civil  rights  movement  focused  attention  on  Indians,  and 
affirmative  action  gave  a whole  generation  of  Indian  students  access  to 
universities  and  law  schools.  That  generation  of  lawyers  is  now  testing  the 
limits  of  Indian  sovereignty,  and  the  fight  for  greater  independence  is 


sometimes  financed  by  tax-free  revenues  from  gambling  operations. 

In  Canada,  the  Government  is  still  smarting  from  a violent  confrontation 
between  soldiers  and  Mohawk  Indians  in  1990.  A report  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples  last  year  left  no  doubt  about  how  badly 
directed  Canada's  paternalistic  handling  of  Indians  had  been.  Recent  court 
decisions  have  upheld  Indian  claims  and  even  the  legal  validity  of  Indian 
oral  histories. 

In  the  United  States,  Indians  in  Utah,  claiming  sovereign  powers,  caused  a 
panic  with  their  plan  to  accept  nuclear  waste. 

In  Mexico,  where  there  are  no  reservations,  the  number  of  full-blooded 
Indians  is  estimated  to  be  around  10  million.  Their  poverty  is  as  extreme 
as  their  marginalization  from  the  rest  of  society.  Much  of  the  current 
tension  can  be  traced  to  a constitutional  amendment  in  1992  that 
essentially  privatized  Indian  land,  which  until  then  had  been  held  by  the 
community.  The  Government  believed  it  was  boosting  Indian  chances  of 
entering  the  modern  economy  but  Indians  have  opposed  the  change.  The 
Zapatista  uprising  in  Chiapas  was  based  on  issues  of  the  land  and  Indian 
rights . 

In  negotiations  with  the  Zapatistas,  accords  acknowledging  Indian  autonomy 
were  reached  in  January,  1996.  But  the  government  recoiled  at  what  the 
negotiators  had  given  away.  It  was  particularly  concerned  that 
acknowledging  the  rights  of  "the  Indian  people"  as  opposed  to  the  more 
limited  concept  of  "Indian  communities,"  infringed  on  the  sovereignty  of 
Mexico  and  created  two  classes  of  Mexicans. 

The  Zapatistas  prefer  to  see  themselves  as  part  of  a global  tribe  of 
Indians.  "We  have  helped  create,  at  the  side  of  men  and  women  in  the  five 
continents,  a great  network,"  the  Zapatista  leader,  Marcos,  wrote  in  the 
Indians'  latest  declaration  from  Chiapas,  "a  network  that  is  fighting  to 
build  a new  world . " 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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"RE : why  the  Nisga'a  Agreement  Must  Not  be  the  Blueprint"  

Date:  Mon,  7 Sep  1998  11:02:34  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : UBCIC:  Treaties  'Taking  Out'  Indian  Nations 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

WHY  THE  NISGA'A  AGREEMENT  MUST  NOT  BE  THE  BLUEPRINT 

Khatou  News,  August  1998,  by  Saul  Terry  - Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs 

Dear  Citizens  of  Indian  Nations,  Canada,  and  British  Columbia: 

The  agreement  with  the  Nisga'a  is  being  desperately  pursued  by  the  Federal 
and  Provincial  Governments  because  they  fear  they  are  running  out  of  time. 
First,  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  is  in  shambles  and  second,  more  and  more 
people  (Native  and  non-Native)  are  coming  to  truly  understand  the  push 
behind  both  the  Federal  Comprehensive  Claims  Policy  and  the  British 
Columbia  Treaty  Commission.  The  main  reason  that  the  powers  that  be  in 
government  are  imploring  religious  institutions,  corporate  associations, 
trade  unions,  etc,  to  support  the  Nisga'a  initiative  is  that  the  process 
may  get  out  of  their  control  before  the  deal  is  signed. 

Whether  knowing,  or  unknowing  of  government  policy  I am  certain  that  the 
general  upbeat  feeling  expressed  over  the  Nisga'a  Treaty  are  genuine.  As  a 
leader  I am  mandated  to  protect  Aboriginal  Title,  at  the  same  time  to 
explore  avenues  to  settle  the  outstanding  land  question  between  the  Federal 
Crown  and  Indian  Nations  fairly  and  justly  through  a solution  which 
practically  accommodates  our  Peoples  within  the  state  of  Canada.  But  we, 
that  is  Native  and  non-Native  people,  have  begun  to  really  understand  what 
is  being  done  politically,  economically  and  socially  in  the  so  called  'land 
claims'  negotiations.  Our  message  may  finally  be  getting  through.  The  truth 
will  have  a shocking  impact  upon  our  various  Nations,  indeed  all  fair 


minded  people  should  be  dismayed  when  they  learn  that  the  agenda  is  more 
than  creating  certainty  for  the  economy. 

Treaties  and  their  certainty  provisions  are  really  about  'TAKING  - OUT' 
(extinguishing)  the  Indian  Nations.  Changing  Nations  to  mere  delegated 
village  council  or  federal  municipalities.  In  some  parts  of  the  world  it  is 
now  called  "ethnic  cleansing".  It  is  practised  to  a much  more  subtle  level 
upon  our  people  but  it  is  still  genocide.  The  most  deplorable  fact  in  this 
case  is  that  they  expect  us  to  provide  our  consent.  Genocide  may  seem  harsh 
terminology,  but  this  treaty  once  and  for  all,  alters  the  reality  of 
Indigenous  Nations.  We  are  being  asked  to  give  our  consent  to  eradicating 
or  renouncing  that  we  are  distinct  Peoples,  with  distinct  identifiable 
territories,  with  our  own  governing  systems,  with  our  own  distinct 
languages  and  histories. 

We  are  being  asked  to  use  our  power  of  consent  to  deny  to  our  future 
generations  the  benefits  of  Title  from  their  homelands.  The  traditional 
leadership,  along  with  ordinary  Indigenous  People,  have  been  usurped  by 
neo-colonial  leaderships  that  are  working  with  the  settler  governments  to 
bring  this  aberration  of  settlement  to  a final  conclusion.  The  thinking 
seems  to  be  that  if  we  give  consent  to  such  an  agreement  it  cannot  be  seen 
as  genocidal.  The  rest  of  us  are  being  held  in  reserve  ghettos  until  we 
capitulate  to  giving  up  our  priceless  homelands  for  a few  hectares  of 
settlement  land  which  will  soon  be  too  small  to  be  of  benefit,  much  like 
the  Indian  reserves  are  now.  The  few  million  dollars  being  offered  by  the 
federal  and  provincial  governments  as  compensation  in  these  negotiations, 
will,  in  a short  years,  be  recouped  by  taxes  collected  from  our  people's 
income  and  the  newly  acquired  privilege  of  fee  simple  land  taxes. 

Taxes  for  land  indigenous  People  once  owned  outright  under  Indian  Title. 
The  Federal  and  Provincial  coffers  will  be  more  than  replenished.  In 
essence,  with  such  taxes,  we  will  be  paying  ourselves  for  the  loss  of 
Title.  The  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments  will  walk  away  without 
concern  for  financing  "land  claims"  settlements.  So  much  for  the 
settlements  bankrupting  the  economy.  Ask  now  who  shall  be  truly  bankrupt? 

It  will  be  the  Indian  Nations  as  we  will  be  forced  to  surrender  over  to 
Canada  our  territorial  integrity  and  all  the  riches  that  that  represents. 
Furthermore,  the  governance  system  which  emerges  from  this  deal  is  defined 
by  the  settlers,  authorized  by  the  settlers  and  to  serve  the  settlers.  Our 
traditional  Indian  governments  are  replaced  by  the  delegated  authority  of  a 
"third  order"  of  government  sanctioned  by  the  Federal  and  Provincial 
Governments . 

This  is  not  self  determination, this  is  permission  to  be  self-administering 
Canadian  laws  and  systems.  What  are  the  division  of  powers  going  to  mean 
and  are  they  going  to  be  real  division  of  power?  Will  such  an  agreement 
really  mean  self-determination  for  our  Nations?  We  shall  also  be  distracted 
by  involvement  in  another  colonial  quagmire  of  internal  renting  of  what  is 
left  of  our  lands  and  resources.  Our  hereditary  and  elected  leadership  will 
have  to  deal  with  the  resulting  socio-economic  fall  out.  This  is  the  stage 
which  has  been  set  for  us.  I feel  there  is  a drop  door  to  this  stage  floor. 

Nowhere  in  any  of  the  media,  is  it  seriously  reported  that  law  suits  have 
been  filed  by  Nisga'a  hereditary  chiefs  and  ordinary  citizens  against  the 
apparent  neo-colonial  administrations  that  have  been  negotiating  these 
treaties  of  surrender  and  capitulation.  There  seems  to  be  a deliberate 
policy  of  hear  no  evil,  speak  no  evil,  see  no  evil,  therefore  report  no 
evil.  The  Gitanyow  people,  as  a part  of  the  Gitk'san  Nations  have 
experienced  first  hand  the  dishonour  of  the  crown  as  demonstrated  in  the 
land  overlap  issue.  This  has  exposed  the  Canadian  treaty  policy  of  first 
come,  first  served. 

In  this  way  other  communities  or  Nations  are  being  strategically  forced  to 
the  treaty  table  or  as  in  the  Gitanyow  case  to  the  court  to  defend  their 
infringed  upon  Title.  One  must  conclude  that  this  is  just  another  reason 
not  to  be  involved  in  this  sham  of  a scheme.  In  retrospect,  to  paraphrase  a 
saying  after  the  holocaust  of  lewish  people:  Where  were  we  when  they  took 
the  lands  of  the  lames  Bay  Cree?  Where  were  we  when  they  took  the  homelands 
of  the  Yukon  Peoples?  Now  that  they  are  coming  to  take  a Nation's  land  and 
resources  in  our  own  back  yard,  where  are  we? 

Yours  truly. 


Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs 
Saul  Terry,  President. 


Letters  to  Kahtou  - mailto:kahtou@sunshine.net 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Sac  and  Fox  Nation  Hold  Closed  Council"  

Date:  Wed,  02  Sep  1998  15:57:35  -0600 
From:  "lohn  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Subject:  (FWD)Indian  News  9-01-98 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  9/1/98  1:11  AM 


Tribal  meeting  closed  to  media,  outcome  unknown 

c.  Shawnee  News-Star 

8/30/98 

STROUD,  Okla.  (AP)  --  The  outcome  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Nation  annual  General 
Council  meeting  in  Stroud  was  unknown  late  Saturday  night,  because  tribal 
members  voted  to  throw  out  the  only  reporter  in  attendance  shortly  after 
the  meeting  began.  Tribal  members  voted  138-7  to  oust  the  media  from  the 
meeting,  although  all  other  non-tribal  members  were  allowed  to  stay,  the 
Shawnee  News-  Star  reported. 

The  vote  interrupted  a parliamentary  move  amending  the  agenda  to  allow 
immediate  discussion  of  the  meeting's  most  pressing  issue:  Who  is  legally 
the  tribe's  principal  head  chief? 

Dora  Young,  who  was  reinstated  to  that  office  by  the  tribe's  Supreme 
Court  Aug.  20,  claims  the  title.  So  does  Don  Abney,  who  was  elected  to  the 
post  in  a special  election  last  year. 

The  special  election  was  called  following  the  General  Council's  ouster 
of  Ms.  Young  and  tribal  secretary  Mary  McCormick.  Ms.  Young  and  Ms. 
McCormick  were  ousted  March  1,  1997,  after  a tribal  grievance  committee 
found  probable  cause  for  charges  that  Ms.  Young  had  denied  tribe  members 
freedom  of  speech  and  Ms.  McCormick  had  neglected  her  duties.  The  women 
appealed.  The  tribe's  Supreme  Court  ruled  earlier  this  month  that  Ms. 

Young  and  Ms.  McCormick  were  improperly  put  out  of  their  jobs.  The  court 
ordered  their  reinstatement.  The  ruling  also  nullified  a special  election 
in  August  1997  that  put  Abney  into  the  position  of  chief.  But  Abney 
claims  he  still  has  the  job.  All  non-essential  operations  of  the  tribe 
were  shut  down  by  Abney's  administration  Aug.  25,  pending  the  outcome  of 
Saturday's  meeting. 

"RE;  The  Pequots'  Latest  Gamble"  

Date:  Wed,  02  Sep  1998  15:57:35  -0600 
From:  "lohn  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Subject:  (FWD)Indian  News  9-01-98 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  9/1/98  1:11  AM 


The  Pequots'  Latest  Gamble 
By  Brett  D.  Fromson 
c.  Washington  Post 
August  30,  1998 

At  first  glance,  the  new  Mashantucket  Pequot  Museum  and  Research  Center 
in  southeastern  Connecticut  seems  like  overkill.  Not  only  is  it  the 
largest  museum  in  the  country  devoted  to  Indian  life  and  history--at  308, 
000  square  feet,  it  is  20  percent  larger  than  the  planned  National  Museum 
of  the  American  Indian--but  it  also  focuses  exclusively  on  one  tribe,  the 
Pequots.  It's  tempting  to  see  the  place  as  the  self-aggrandizement  of  a 
tribe  of  550  Indians  with  too  much  money,  courtesy  of  their  ownership  of 


Foxwoods  Resort  Casino.  That  would  be  to  sell  the  Pequots  short.  The  same 
tribe  that  unexpectedly  built  the  Western  Hemisphere's  largest  betting 
parlor  in  Connecticut,  a state  known  traditionally  as  the  "Land  of  Steady 
Habits,"  has  surprised  yet  again.  Yes,  they  have  spent  a ton  of  money, 
but  they  have  spent  it  to  great  effect.  They  have  created  a museum  that 
largely  transcends  parochial  navel-gazing.  The  story  of  the  Pequots  is  a 
fascinating  look  into  the  history  of  American  Indians,  non-Indians  and 
New  England,  and  well  worth  a visit. 

The  museum,  which  opened  this  month  in  Mashantucket,  honors  for  the 
first  time  an  Indian  tribe's  history  on  a scale  equal  to  the  many  non- 
Indian  museums  and  historical  reenactments  that  dot  the  American  cultural 
landscape.  The  museum,  which  cost  close  to  $200  million,  is  part  Colonial 
Williamsburg,  part  Holocaust  Memorial  Museum  and  part  National  Museum  of 
Natural  History  that  ennobles  the  tribe's  history  while  mourning  its 
defeat  and  near  annihilation  at  the  hands  of  America's  European  ancestors. 

The  museum  has  an  explicit  agenda:  to  rediscover  the  history  of  the 
Pequots  and  thereby  celebrate  and  justify  the  resurrection  of  a tribe  that 
history  books  and  New  Englanders  declared  extinct  a century  ago.  The 
museum  is  also  intended  to  lessen  recent  tensions  between  today's  Pequots 
and  their  non-  Indian  neighbors  who  fear  the  tribe's  growing  political 
and  economic  power  in  the  region--a  phenomenon  not  seen  since  1638,  when 
the  Puritans  defeated  the  tribe  in  one  of  the  first  and  bloodiest  Indian 
wars . 

Given  the  museum's  multiple  goals,  a visitor  may  wonder  if  major-museum 
standards  of  accuracy  and  scholarship  have  been  met.  It  would  shock  no  one 
if  the  Pequots  retouched  history  a bit  to  make  themselves  more  heroic 
than  independent  research  would  suggest.  But  the  tribe,  assisted  by  a 
small  army  of  scholars,  librarians  and  veteran  museum  professionals,  has 
made  an  effort  to  discover  the  truth  of  their  roots  and  present  the  facts 
dispassionately.  The  story,  until  recently  forgotten  by  most  tribal 
members  and  the  outside  world,  was  unearthed  from  archaeological  digs  on 
the  reservation,  the  diaries  of  explorers  and  Colonists,  tribal  records, 
government  archives  and  artifacts  collected  previously  by  non-Indian 
institutions . 

The  Pequots,  it  turns  out,  have  quite  a saga  to  tell--of  war  and  defeat, 
loss  and  dispossession  and,  most  recently,  rags  to  riches. 

A dominant  force  in  southern  New  England  when  the  Colonists  arrived  at 
Plymouth  in  1620,  the  Pequots  were  vanquished  18  years  later  in  a fierce 
war  against  the  English  and  rival  Indian  tribes,  stripped  of  their  lands, 
confined  to  a hardscrabble  reservation  that  was  a snake-infested  patch  of 
swamp  and  rock,  and  reduced  to  poverty  and  subsistence  living.  In  the 
centuries  following  the  Pequot  War,  they  intermarried  with  poor  blacks, 
immigrant  whites  and  others  at  the  low  end  of  New  England's  social 
hierarchy.  Many  subsequently  moved  away  from  the  economically  depressed 
reservation,  and  the  tribe,  in  search  of  a better  life. 

It  was  not  until  the  early  1970s  that  a small  group  of  tribal  members 
embarked  on  a seemingly  quixotic  attempt  to  revive  the  shattered  tribe  and 
repopulate  the  nearly  empty  reservation.  Via  smart  lawyering  and 
persistent  political  lobbying,  they  succeeded  in  obtaining  federal 
recognition  for  the  tribe  in  1983,  a move  that  allowed  them  to  expand  the 
size  of  their  reservation  and  have  greater  freedom  from  state  and  local 
governments . 

By  1986,  the  Pequots  had  used  federal  recognition  to  open  a profitable 
high-stakes  bingo  hall,  and  in  1992  they  hit  the  jackpot  when  they  started 
Foxwoods,  which  has  a near  monopoly  on  casino  gambling  in  New  England.  The 
only  competition  comes  from  the  nearby  Mohegan  tribe,  who  run  the  fourth- 
largest  casino  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  the  Mohegan  Sun.  Today,  Foxwoods 
has  become  one  of  the  major  tourist  destinations  in  the  Northeast,  and 
generates  annual  revenues  of  about  $1.5  billion  for  the  tribe's  members. 
Spending  $193.4  million  on  a museum  is  no  financial  stretch  for  them. 

The  museum  building  spreads  easily,  like  a great  bird,  over  a slope  on 
the  edge  of  a cedar  forest.  It  is  sleek,  if  not  handsome,  and  offers  a 
185-foot  stone  and  glass  tower  at  one  end  of  the  building  that  allows 
visitors  to  survey  the  tribe's  1,250-acre  homeland. 

A visit  begins  in  a vast  meeting  hall  whose  glass-and-steel  ceiling  and 


curved  exterior  wall  are  open  to  the  sky  and  surrounding  land.  It  is  a 
pleasing  space,  unlike  some  modernist  halls  that  simply  make  people  feel 
small.  Below  the  Gathering  Space,  visitors  start  by  getting  a quick 
review  of  the  contemporary  Pequot  nation  and  then  travel  back  in  time  to 
the  most  recent  Ice  Age  via  a series  of  natural  history  exhibits 
depicting  the  region  when  humans  are  believed  to  have  first  inhabited  New 
England.  You  descend  an  escalator  through  a simulated  glacial  crevasse, 
complete  with  blasts  of  refrigerated  air,  recorded  creakings  from  actual 
icebergs  and  the  drip  drip  drip  of  melting  ice.  There  follow  several 
wonderful  dioramas,  including  a stupendous  caribou  kill,  circa  9000  BC, 
by  some  Indians--the  museum  doesn't  claim  they  were  Pequots.  "Life  in  a 
Cold  Climate,"  as  this  section  is  called,  also  includes  the  biggest  and 
scariest  stuffed  beaver  I have  ever  seen. 

The  centerpiece  of  the  museum,  however,  is  a 22,000-square-foot  re- 
creation of  a Pequot  village  as  it  looked  at  the  time  of  the  European 
invasion.  Dozens  of  life-size  models  inhabit  the  village.  It's  an 
"immersion  exhibit,"  meaning  visitors  can  wander  at  their  leisure  through 
the  village.  The  overall  effect  is  quite  impressive,  enhanced  greatly  by 
hundreds  of  distinct  sounds  and  smells  of  woodland  life.  The  human 
figures,  cast  from  the  bodies  and  faces  of  living  American  Indians,  seem 
about  to  spring  to  life.  You  feel  as  if  you  have  stepped  back  in  time  to 
a place  you  never  knew  existed. 

The  exhibits  then  present  in  great  detail  the  events  leading  up  to  and 
including  the  massacre  and  defeat  of  the  tribe  in  1636-38.  The  massacre  at 
Mystic,  only  seven  miles  away,  remains  the  defining  event  for  the  Pequots. 
The  tribe  does  not  stint  on  presenting  all  sides  of  the  conflict. 

Once  prepped,  the  visitor  may  wish  to  see  a 30-minute  docudrama  of  the 
massacre.  In  this  fictionalized  version,  a "Pequot  elder"  who  escaped  the 
massacre  retells  the  story.  The  movie,  unfortunately,  sentimentalizes 
Pequots,  oversimplifies  the  story  and,  in  the  end,  is  oddly  unmoving. 
(Parents,  note  that  the  film  is  quite  bloody.) 

The  "Life  on  the  Reservation"  section  follows--a  survey  of  the  trials 
and  tribulations  of  the  Pequots  since  the  massacre.  The  exhibits  capture 
the  difficult  reality  of  American  Indian  life  in  the  past  350  years. 

But  to  my  mind,  there  is  too  little  discussion  of  the  non-Indian 
ancestors  of  the  Pequots  of  today.  For  a tribe  that  many  members  rejoined 
only  recently  and  whose  members  are  at  most  one-eighth  Pequot  by  birth, 
it  is  odd  that  the  other  branches  of  the  family  tree  go  largely  ignored. 
The  Pequots'  black  and  white  New  England  forefathers  remain  mostly 
offstage--a  regrettable  omission,  since  the  intermarriage  of  Pequots  with 
poor  blacks  and  immigrant  whites,  the  region's  other  dispossessed  groups, 
is  a fascinating  part  of  the  story,  and  one  the  Pequots  must  still 
grapple  with  even  as  they  celebrate  their  new-found  tribal  identity.  One 
can  only  hope  that  with  time  the  museum,  which  is  a work  in  progress, 
will  more  directly  address  the  sensitive  issues  of  race,  ethnic  identity 
and  social  class  in  New  England. 

For  scholars  and  other  students  of  Indian  history,  the  Pequots  are  in 
the  process  of  establishing  a serious  library.  The  research  center  will 
focus  not  only  on  the  Pequots  but  also  on  American  Indians  post-19th- 
century.  Its  current  holdings  of  23,000  volumes  are  slated  to  increase  to 
150,000.  A children's  library  offers  another  4,000  volumes,  and  programs 
on  such  issues  as  myths  and  misconceptions  about  Indians. 

One  complaint.  The  Pequots  charge  too  much  for  admission--$10  for  adults 
That  could  deter  visitors--but  probably  not  patrons  of  the  Foxwoods  casino 
who  can  use  their  f requent-gambler  points  toward  admission  to  the  museum. 

A final  note.  The  museum  is  a mere  quarter-mile  from  Foxwoods,  which  is 
easy  to  overlook  because  the  Pequots  have  left  a forest  of  cedars  between 
the  two  structures.  Don't.  To  get  a complete  picture  of  the  Pequots,  drop 
by  the  casino,  if  only  to  see  the  financial  engine  that  made  the  museum 
possible.  It  is  a jaw-dropping  expanse  of  slot  machines  and  table  games. 
You  may  be  appalled.  You  may  find  it  electrifying.  In  any  event,  you  will 
see  how  the  Pequots  have  been  transformed  since  the  arrival  of  the  white 
man.  The  Mashantucket  Pequot  Museum  and  Research  Center  (860-396-6800)  is 
at  110  Pequot  Trail,  Mashantucket,  Conn.  Flours:  10  a.m.  to  7 p.m.  daily. 
Closed  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  New  Year's  Day.  Admission:  adults,  $10j 


children  age  6-15,  $6;  children  under  age  6,  free. 


"RE : Tsuu  T'ina  Occupation  Wins  Deal"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Aug  1998  00:15:10  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Tsuu  T'ina  Occupation  Wins  Deal 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NATIVES,  CFB  STRIKE  LAND  DEAL 
Calgary  Herald,  August  22,  1998,  by  Mark 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  Tsuu  T'ina  First  Nation  "has  the  keys"  to  military  houses  at  former 
CFB  Calgary  after  a breakthrough  deal  on  the  week-long  native  housing 
occupation  was  reached  Friday  night. 

The  band  has  full  and  immediate  control  of  the  houses  and  is  free  to  use 
them  for  Tsuu  T'ina  families  who  desperately  need  housing,  said  Ma j . Michel 
Pepin  of  the  Department  of  National  Defence.  "Effective  immediately  they 
are  responsible  for  the  married  quarters."  The  band's  responsibility 
includes  the  204  housing  units,  roads  and  utilities,  Pepin  added. 

The  deal  came  shortly  after  8 p.m.  Friday  after  all-day  meetings 
involving  Chief  Roy  Whitney,  the  tribal  council  and  senior  federal 
officials . 

It's  good  news  for  45  Tsuu  T'ina  families  --  about  180  men,  women  and 
children  --  who  have  taken  up  residence  in  the  former  Harvey  Barracks,  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  Glenmore  Trial  and  31st  Street  S.W.  Many  families 
said  they're  fed  up  with  crowded  and  sub-standard  living  conditions  on 
their  reserve,  on  Calgary's  southwest  outskirts. 

The  community  has  a shortage  of  100  homes  for  its  on-reserve  population 
of  about  1,600,  band  officials  say.  That  includes  900  Tsuu  T'ina  and  700 
non-band  members.  The  band  has  said  some  of  the  45  families  who  moved  into 
the  vacant  houses  since  last  weekend  may  have  to  relocate  into  different 
units,  depending  on  the  ordnance  cleanup  of  nearby  land. 

The  defence  department  agreed  Friday  to  continue  cleanup  of  military 
ordnance  on  the  land  --  including  any  contamination  of  the  130-hectare 
Harvey  Barracks  site  --  until  the  army's  lease  expires  in  March,  2005, 

Pepin  said.  "We  carry  on  that  route,  but  they  (the  Tsuu  T'ina)  have  the  use 
of  the  married  quarters  from  now  on,"  he  said.  In  describing  how  the  deal 
was  reached,  Pepin  said  the  Tsuu  T'ina  simply  asked  to  take  over  control  of 
the  houses,  "and  the  national  defence  (department)  agreed." 

Aid.  Barry  Erskine  said  the  deal  includes  the  Tsuu  T'ina  establishing 
regular  communications  with  adjacent  Lakeview  community. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
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Date:  Tue,  1 Sep  1998  23:19:24  -0300 
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Sub j : Davis  Referendum 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

The  Band  Council  in  Davis  Inlet  is  now  preparing  to  make  bylaws  for  the 
banning  of  alcohol  in  the  community  - Interview  with  Simeon  lacobish. 


Key  Words:  ["Simeon  Iacobish"  Chief  Davis  Inlet] 

Media:  CFGB-FM  Reporter:  MIKE  POWER,  CINDY  WALL 

Date:  8/26/98,  7:40:00 


Mike  Power:  Well  last  week  the  people  of  Davis  Inlet  made  what  they  hope 
will  be  the  first  step  in  breaking  the  cycle  of  alcohol  abuse  that's 
plagued  their  community  for  years.  But  banning  alcohol  has  its  own  set  of 
challenges.  First,  the  council  has  to  come  up  with  a firm  policy  and 
by-laws  that  will  dictate  how  the  ban  will  be  enforced.  That's  what  the 
local  council  is  now  working  on.  Cindy  Wall  spoke  with  Chief  Simeon 
Iacobish . 

Cindy  Wall:  Chief  Iacobish  what  have  you  been  doing  since  this  vote  to  ban 
alcohol  there  in  Davis  Inlet?  What  kind  of  preparations  have  you  been 
trying  to  make? 

Simeon  Iacobish:  We're  doing  some  kind  of  research  - I should  call  it 
research  on  other  bans,  like  the  other  bans  out  there,  the  by-laws  and  the 
banning  alcohol  and  that's  - we  want  to  get  those  information  for  ourselves 
and  see  and  review  the  by-laws  and  how  it's  done  and  how  it's  going  to  be 
effective  and  what  work  needs  to  be  done  in  the  community.  So  that's  what 
basically  we're  doing. 

Cindy  Wall:  What  other  communities  have  you  been  talking  to? 

Simeon  Iacobish:  I talked  to  a guy  in  Fludson  Bay  and  this  guy  was  an  Inuit 
guy  in  Hudson  Bay.  And  also  we've  been  talking  to  people  in  the  Yukon,  on 


Cindy  Wall:  And  what  do  they  think?  I assume  then  they  have  had  an 
alcohol  ban  for  while? 

Simeon  Iacobish:  That  is  correct,  yeah. 

Cindy  Wall:  And  how  is  it  working  out  in  those  areas? 

Simeon  Iacobish:  They  did  say  at  first  it  was  very  hard.  It  was  very 
difficult.  People  find  it  very  hard.  And  as  it  go  by  it's  really  - it's 
okay  now  they  said.  But  they  do,  like,  like  problems  like  the  people  bring 
some  alcohol  into  other  communities.  So  that's  - we  expect  that  anyway. 

Cindy  Wall:  And  what  do  they  do?  How  do  they  deal  with  that  if  somebody 
brings  in  *** 

Simeon  Iacobish:  They  didn't  really  outline  how  they  deal  with  it  with 
their  people.  They  didn't  say  that. 

Cindy  Wall:  I mean,  that's  going  to  be  your  biggest  challenge.  What  are 
you  going  to  do  if  somebody  insists  on  drinking? 

Simeon  Iacobish:  Well  if  that  law  is  in  effect,  then  we'll  - the  police 
will  enforce  the  regulation.  That's  as  simple  as  that. 

Cindy  Wall:  Yeah,  well  it's  interesting  isn't  it?  Because  I was  reading 
somewhere  that  in  one  community  that's  tried  this  and  has  charged  somebody 
with  drinking,  they  have  turned  around  and  said,  "Look,  you  know,  it's  our 
constitutional  right.  You  have  no  right  to  put  in  place  these  laws."  So 
it's  kind  of  interesting  isn't  it,  the  legal  challenges  you  could  get  into? 

Simeon  Iacobish:  Yes,  it  is  going  to  be  very  interesting.  I'm  sure  you're 
going  to  find  people  challenging  the  by-law.  I'm  sure  ***  did  challenge  - 
a lot  of  Canadian  people  challenge  the  Canadian  court  system  now.  So  this 
is  not  going  to  be  new.  I think  as  a community  - the  community  made  that 
decision  on  the  17th  of  August,  the  did  make  that  decision.  So  there  are  - 
we  are  - like,  we're  going  to  enforce  this  by-law  once  we  get  the  direction 


from  the  community.  We  do  have  a yes  vote,  that  means  to  us  as  councilors, 
do  your  work.  This  is  unresolved.  And  that  is  what  we're  going  to  do. 

And  that's  as  simple  as  that.  That's  what  I intend  to  do. 

Cindy  Wall:  Some  people  say  that  these  bans  just  don't  work.  If  we  look 
at  all  the  communities  that  have  tried  it,  a lot  of  them  fail.  I know 
there  was  a Grand  Chief  from  Manitoba  who  was  completely  against  banning 
alcohol  because  he  said  that  it  drives  people  to  other  things  like  gas 
sniffing  and  what  not. 

Simeon  lacobish:  Yes,  that  is  correct.  I don't  disagree  with  the  chief. 

But  you  have  to  look  at  the  reality  of  Davis  Inlet.  The  people  have  to 
look  at.  And  we've  done  a research  project  on  this  issue  and  we  will  be 
releasing  the  information  on  what  people  have  said.  And  one  of  the  young 
kids  said,  "I  don't  like  it  when  people  are  drinking."  And  that's  the 
kids.  And  the  elders  said  they  don't  like  to  see  people  drinking.  And 
that's,  to  men,  I think  that's  a big  message  there. 

Cindy  Wall:  This  Grand  Chief  in  Manitoba  said  that,  you  know,  you  have  to 
get  at  the  underlying  problem  to  the  drinking.  We  need  treatment, 
immediate  treatment  before  you  can  heal  people.  And  if  that  doesn't 
happen,  you're  going  to  take  those  same  underlying  problems  to  Shango  Bay. 

You  know,  it's  just  by  stopping  people  from  drinking  now  is  not  really 
going  to  solve  those  problems. 

Simeon  lacobish:  Well,  nobody  is  going  to  heal  anybody.  The  people  are 
going  to  heal  themselves.  And  the  treatment  centre  - I've  been  negotiating 
with  the  federal  government  and  the  province.  I've  been  talking  to  people 
from  province  wanting  to  have  our  own  treatment  program.  And  this  is  not  a 
new  stuff  and  it's  been  talked  about  and  we've  been  trying  to  get  our  own 
treatment  program.  And  we  are  also  looking  at  how  we  are  going  to  deal 
with  our  own  people.  So  if  we  as  a community  of  people  want  to  do  better 
for  our  lives,  this  is  where  we've  got  to  start.  I think  the  chief  and  the 
council,  they're  going  to  have  to  do  what  the  people  want  them  to  do. 

Cindy  Wall:  And  when  do  you  hope  to  get  all  of  this  policy  in  place  now 
and  start  enforcing  this  law? 

Simeon  lacobish:  Well,  a lot  of  people  are  saying  it  should  happen  right 
away.  It  doesn't  work  that  way.  We  have  to  do  the  research.  We  have  to 
set  the  by-laws  in  place.  We  have  to  show  the  people  this  is  how  it's 
going  to  be  done.  Do  you  approve  this?  Do  you  want  to  make  any  changes  to 
this  law?  And  so  the  people  have  to  make  that  choice  themselves.  So  if 
they  make  that  choice,  the  chief  and  council  will  take  that  direction  from 
the  community. 

Cindy  Wall:  Do  you  have  any  time  frame  on  when  to  get  this  started  now  in 
Davis  Inlet? 

Simeon  lacobish:  Well  I would  say  probably  looking  at  a couple  months.  We 
have  started  working  on  the  by-law  now.  We  have  to  contact  several  people 
and  who  is  going  to  be  working  on  the  by-law.  And  that's  done.  And  the 
next  step  is  how  we're  going  to  do  it,  what  the  by-law  is  going  to  state. 

What  are  the  penalties?  What  are  the  fines?  What  are  ***  so  these  are 
the  questions  we  have  to  ask  ourselves. 

Cindy  Wall:  And  what's  it  like  on  the  ground  there  in  Davis  Inlet  these  days 

Simeon  lacobish:  I can  see  after  the  referendum  - I can  see  people  start, 
you  know,  talking  about  sobering  up,  a little  bit,  you  know,  very 
consciously  thinking  what's  going  to  happen  to  them  if  they  drank.  So  we 
have  been  receiving,  met  some  people  saying  why  are  the  chiefs  not  doing 
anything  about  the  drinking.  Well  I don't  have  no  authority  to  do  anything 
when  people  are  drinking  at  this  time,  at  the  present  time.  People  expect 
everything  is  going  to  happen  overnight.  No,  it's  not  going  to  happen  like 


that  because  we  as  a chief  and  council  have  to  find  something  in  place  for 
oun  people  and  we  are  now  working  on  the  treatment  centre  for  ourselves  as 
Innu.  And  I am  doing  everything  to  get  a treatment  centre  in  place. 

Cindy  Wall:  Chief  lacobish  thank  you  very  much. 

Simeon  lacobish:  Thank  you  very  much. 

Mike  Power:  Simeon  lacobish  is  chief  of  the  Band  Council  in  Davis  Inlet. 
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[Sorry  this  was  circulated  late,  but  as  they  say,  better  late  than 
never... the  editor  was  out  canoeing  the  Lower  Churchill  at  the  time  this 
went  to  'press'...-  ed] 

DATE  THURSDAY,  27  AUGUST  98 

LE  1EUDI,  27  AOUT  1998 

TIME  10:30  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m. 

10  h 30  - 12  h 30 

PLACE  Native  Friendship  Centre 

2001  boul.  St-Laurent 
Montreal  (tel  499-1854) 

WHAT?  Press  Briefing  on  Lower  Churchill  proposals 
MORE  ...  Tom  Holzinger,  tel/fax  514-271-0564 

Dear  Friends  of  the  Lower  Churchill  river. 

As  many  of  you  know,  a group  of  10  solidarity  volunteers  has  just 
finished  a dramatic  descent  by  canoe  of  the  Lower  Churchill  river  in 
Labrador,  to  show  concern  for  the  damage  already  done  --  "a  partially 
de-watered  river"  below  the  huge  dam  at  Churchill  Falls  --  and  to  protest 
the  plans  by  Quebec  and  Newfoundland  to  carry  out  even  further  destruction 
there . 

The  canoe  journey  began  August  12th  and  finished  August  22nd.  The 
participants  are  now  on  their  way  to  their  various  homes  in  Labrador,  the 
USA,  and  the  UK,  filled  with  stories  of  long  rapids  followed  by  equally 
long  flat  water,  swarms  of  blackflies  still  going  strong  due  to  the 
extended  summer  heat,  swarms  of  intruding  helicopters  manned  by  surveyors 
and  potential  dam-builders,  but  above  all  the  sheer  beauty  and 
timelessness  of  an  untouched  region  that  deserves  to  remain  forever  wild, 
habitat  for  plants  and  animals  and  the  hunting/fishing  grounds  of 
traditional  peoples. 

Three  of  the  American  canoeists  --  Alexis  Lathem,  lames  Higgins,  and 
Betty  Quick  --  are  passing  through  Montreal  tomorrow  evening  (Wednesday 
the  26th)  and  Thursday  the  27th.  You  are  invited  to  sit  down  with  them  and 
hear  some  of  their  stories.  From  10h30  to  12h30  Thursday  they  will  brief 
the  press  and  others  about  the  issues  at  stake  in  the  Lower  Churchill 
proposals.  The  meeting  place  is  the  library  of  the  Native  Friendship 
Association,  2001  Boulevard  St-Laurent,  Montreal  (corner  with  Ontario).  It 
will  be  a relaxed  setting,  definitely  not  a press  conference! 

The  Innu  Nation  office  in  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  and  Alexis  Lathem  of 
Friends  of  Nitassinan  in  Vermont  USA,  were  the  organisers  of  this  trip.  A 
more  detailed  press  release  concludes  this  message;  some  of  you  have 
already  seen  it.  A French  version  is  available  upon  request. 


Feel  free  to  phone  me  for  further  details.  If  our  visitors  come  in  early 
enough  on  Wednesday  (tomorrow),  there  will  be  a PARTY  in  the  evening  at  my 
place,  5160  leanne-Mance . 

For  you  Montrealers  --  hope  to  see  you  at  the  party  or  at  the  press 
briefing.  For  you  non-Montrealers : this  message  is  meant  to  help  keep  you 
up-to-date  (and  feeling  militant  about  wilderness  destruction!) 

For  Nitassinan, 

Tom 

Montreal,  20  August  1998 
INNU  NATION  --  LOWER  CHURCHILL 
COMMUNIQUE'  DE  PRESSE 

Montreal,  20  August  98:  An  international  support  committee  for  the 
Churchill  River,  together  with  the  Innu  Nation  of  Labrador,  are  pleased  to 
announce  that  ten  of  its  members  are  about  to  complete  a descent  of  the 
threatened  Lower  Churchill  river  in  Labrador. 

The  members  of  the  expedition  witnessed  the  loss  of  land  by  the  Innu 
people  and  the  environmental  degradation  that  occurred  as  a result  of  the 
construction  of  the  original  Churchill  Falls  dam  and  the  Smallwood 
Reservoir  in  the  1970s.  The  group  also  intends  to  raise  public  concern 
about  the  potential  consequences  of  further  development  of  the  river  for 
the  unique  communities  of  plants  and  animals  that  live  in  the  threatened 
lower  Churchill  River  valley. 

In  solidarity  with  the  Innu  people,  the  group  will  oppose  any  attempt  by 
Hydro-Quebec,  Newfoundland  Hydro,  or  the  governments  of  these  two 
provinces  to  further  dam  and  divert  the  waters  of  the  Churchill,  La 
Romaine,  and  Saint-lean  rivers  without  Innu  consent  and  environmental 
safeguards . 

On  August  12  the  party  of  10  people  put  into  the  Churchill  river  near 
the  Labrador  community  of  Wabush,  below  the  existing  dam  at  Churchill 
Falls,  and  began  the  11-day  descent  in  a group  of  canoes,  passing  the 
proposed  construction  sites  of  Gull  Island  and  Muskrat  Falls  on  their  way. 
They  are  due  to  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the  Churchill  near  the  Innu 
community  of  Sheshatshiu  on  Saturday  August  22nd. 

Three  members  of  the  returning  party  will  be  available  for  press  and 
radio  interviews  in  Montreal  on  Thursday,  27  August  1998. 

Members  of  the  international  group  include  Alexis  Lathem  and  lames 
Higgins,  founders  of  Friends  of  Nitassinan  and  long-time  solidarity 
volunteers  from  Vermont,  USA;  Betty  Quick  of  the  Atlantic  Chapter  of  the 
Sierra  Club,  New  York,  USA;  Sara  Goldberg,  professional  photographer.  New 
York  City,  USA;  and  lonathan  Cummings,  founder  of  the  Innu  Support 
Committee,  London,  England,  UK. 

Innu  participants  include  Elizabeth  Penashue,  an  Innu  elder  and  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Innu  struggle  against  military  low-level  flights  over 
the  Innu  homeland.  Elizabeth  Penashue  is  accompanied  by  her  husband, 
Francis,  and  by  two  other  elders  of  the  Innu  community  of  Sheshatshiu, 
Domenic  and  Philomena  Pokue.  All  of  these  people  experienced  personal  loss 
as  a result  of  the  flooding  of  the  Smallwood  Reservoir.  Philip  Nuna,  a 
young  Innu  videographer,  is  also  participating  in  the  expedition  to 
document  the  voyage  for  the  Innu  Nation. 

When  the  party  pulls  out  of  the  river  over  the  weekend,  they  will  meet 
with  representatives  of  the  Innu  Nation  political  leadership  based  in 
Sheshatshiu  and  will  speak  to  the  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  press.  Most  of 
the  Americans  will  then  travel  overland  back  to  Wabush,  Labrador  City, 
Sept-Iles,  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  the  United  States,  speaking  to  Quebec  and 
Canadian  press  on  Thursday  27th  August  in  Montreal. 

For  more  information  and  for  scheduling  Montreal  press  interviews,  please 
contact  Tom  Holzinger  of  Vigie-Energie,  phone/fax  514-271-0564  or  e-mail  to 
energie@netaxis . qc . ca  . 

For  information  about  Innu  participation,  please  contact  Daniel  Ashini  or 
Larry  Innes  of  the  Innu  Nation,  Sheshatshiu,  phone  709-497-8398,  fax 
709-497-8396,  e-mail  innuenv@web.net  . 

For  information  about  Friends  of  Nitassinan  in  Vermont,  please  phone  Anne 
Peterman  of  the  Native  Forest  Network,  tel.  802-863-0571,  fax  802-863-2532, 


e-mail  nfnena@igc.org  . 


Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.innu.ca 

Innu  Nation 

P.O.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
> PGP  Public  Key  available  on  ldap://certserver.pgp.com 

"RE : Native  Legislative  Updates"  

Date:  Fri,  04  Sep  1998  16:23:07  -0600 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)ACF  IstNations  - Part  4 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Author:  <firstnations@reddog. acf .dhhs .gov>  at  SMTP 
Date:  9/4/98  5:16  PM 
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PART  IV  -AM  INDIAN/ALASKA  NATIVE  NEWS  FOR  Sept.  4,  1998 

Roger  Iron  Cloud 

FirstNations  Listserv 

202.358.3252 

rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

This  post  contains  inline  ASCII  graphics  which  look  best  in  a 
monospace  font  like  New  Courier  set  at  10pt. 

>>> > < > < <<< 

LEGISLATIVE  UPDATE 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

>>> > < > < <<< 

FCNL  NATIVE  AMERICAN  LEGISLATIVE  UPDATES  FOR  SEPTEMBER  4,  1998 

The  following  are  updates  from  the  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  (FCNL)  regarding  Indian  affairs 
legislation  for  the  coming  two  weeks.  These  messages  focus  on 
selected  legislation  which  Congress  is  considering  now,  and 
suggest  some  points  that  you  may  wish  to  make  in  your 
communications  with  Congress.  For  more  information,  or  to 
request  the  FCNL  Indian  Report  and  other  background  documents, 
please  contact  Aura  Kanegis,  FCNL  Legislative  Associate  for 
Native  American  Affairs:  (202)  547-6000  ext.  113 ; 245  2nd  St. 

NE,  Washington,  DC  20002;  aura@fcnl .org. 

FY99  APPROPRIATIONS.  The  annual  process  of  appropriations 
horse-trading  is  well  underway,  and  more  negative  riders  may  now 
be  added  to  the  list  of  concerns  for  tribes  in  FY99 
Appropriations  bills.  In  addition  to  existing  funding  concerns 
and  legislative  riders  that  we  have  previously  reported  on, 
including  threats  to  self-determination  contracting,  changes  to 
tribal  priority  allocations,  and  a prohibition  against  the 
Shakopee  tribe  taking  lands  into  trust,  other  unforeseen 
amendments  may  be  possible  when  the  full  Senate  considers  its 
version  of  the  FY99  Interior  Appropriations  bill. 

Amendments  may  be  offered  in  the  Senate  to: 

--Restrict  tribal  sovereign  immunity 

--Tax  tribal  revenues  or  place  a moratorium  on  taking  tribal 
lands  into  trust 


--Extend  the  moratorium  on  federal  implementation  of  a 
subsistence  priority  in  federal  waterways  in  Alaska,  a move 
which  may  critically  jeopardize  efforts  by  Native  Alaskans  to 
preserve  their  subsistence  hunting  and  fishing  rights  (See 
related  NALU  item  below) 

--Block  the  Secretary  of  Interior  from  enacting  procedures  for 
negotiating  agreements  between  state  governments  and  tribes 
under  the  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act. 

ACTION:  Please  contact  your  Senators  to  exercise  your 
democratic  right  regarding  any  controversial  riders  such  as 
these  which  may  be  introduced  to  the  Interior  Appropriations 
Bill  when  it  comes  to  the  Senate  floor. 

CENSUS  2000.  The  census  provides  information  that  is  the  basis 
for  virtually  all  demographic  information  used  by  educators, 
policy  makers,  and  community  leaders.  Census  data  is  used  to 
guide  the  annual  distribution  of  hundreds  of  billions  of 
dollars  in  critical  services,  to  monitor  and  enforce  compliance 
with  civil  rights  statutes,  and  to  reapportion  congressional 
seats  and  legislative  districts.  Federal  spending  decisions 
for  schools,  crime  prevention,  health  care,  and  transportation 
are  often  based  on  population  data.  In  the  1990  census.  Native 
Americans  living  on  reservations  were  estimated  to  be  the  most 
disproportionately  under  counted  population  in  the  nation,  with 
an  estimated  net  undercount  of  12.2%.  As  a result  of  this 
inaccuracy,  many  individuals  were  denied  both  federal  benefits 
and  an  equal  voice  in  their  government. 

Following  the  1990  census,  there  was  consensus  among  the  Census 
Bureau,  professional  statisticians,  and  Congress  that 
significant  changes  were  required  for  the  2000  census.  A 
National  Academy  of  Sciences  Panel  to  Evaluate  Alternative 
Census  Methodologies  studied  the  issue  carefully,  and 
recommended  a plan  that  combines  a more  aggressive  enumeration 
effort  with  modern  scientific  sampling  techniques  to  eliminate 
the  pervasive  undercount  of  people  of  color,  children,  and  the 
urban  and  rural  poor.  The  Republican  leadership  in  Congress  is 
now  seeking  to  block  full  funding  for  the  Census  Bureau  to 
implement  these  scientific  sampling  methods. 

ACTION:  Please  contact  your  senators  and  representative  to 
exercise  your  democratic  right  regarding  your  position  on  full 
year  of  funding  for  Census  2000,  which  would  ensure  that  the 
upcoming  census  is  as  accurate  as  possible  by  using  the  best, 
most  up-to-date  scientific  methods  as  recommended  by  the 
National  Academy  of  Sciences. 

SUBSISTENCE  FISHING  RIGHTS  FOR  NATIVE  ALASKANS.  Throughout 
much  of  Alaska,  Native  peoples  continue  to  rely  upon  hunting 
and  fishing  to  provide  their  day-to-day  sustenance.  To  Alaska 
Natives,  subsistence  hunting  and  fishing  are  not  simply  a means 
of  survival  but  an  integral  aspect  of  their  culture.  Because 
of  this.  Title  VIII  of  the  Alaska  National  Interest  Lands 
Conservation  Act  (ANILCA)  was  passed  in  1980  to  protect  those 
subsistence  rights.  Now  Sen.  Murkowski  (AK)  has  introduced 
legislation  that  would  once  again  extend  a moratorium  on 
federal  implementation  of  a subsistence  priority  in  federal 
waterways  in  Alaska,  a move  which  may  critically  jeopardize 
efforts  by  Native  Alaskans  to  preserve  their  subsistence 
hunting  and  fishing  rights  under  Title  VIII  of  ANILCA.  It  is 
likely  that  he  will  offer  this  language  as  an  amendment  to  the 
Interior  Appropriations  bill  when  it  is  brought  before  the  full 


Senate  for  consideration. 


Sen.  Stevens  (AK),  who  offered  the  moratorium  in  recent  years, 
had  promised  not  to  extend  the  moratorium  again  if  the  Alaska 
State  legislature  did  not  take  the  steps  necessary  to  bring  the 
state  into  compliance  with  Title  VIII  in  their  last  session. 

They  have  failed  to  take  that  action,  and  further  extension  of 
the  moratorium  now  would  demonstrate  that  the  state  need  not 
make  serious  efforts  to  come  into  compliance,  increasing  the 
momentum  of  those  who  would  rather  do  away  with  the  subsistence 
priority  altogether  (Please  see  page  3 of  FCNL's  Spring  1998 
Indian  Report  for  background  information  on  the  Alaska 
subsistence  issue). 

ACTION:  Contact  Sen.  Stevens  and  your  senators  to  exercise  your 
democratic  right  regarding  your  position  on  any  effort  to 
further  extend  a moratorium  on  implementation  of  the  important 
subsistence  priority  called  for  in  Title  VIII  of  the  Alaska 
National  Interest  Lands  Conservation  Act  (ANILCA) . 

"RE : The  Four  Sacred  Mountains"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Aug  1998  18:55:50  -0600  (MDT) 

The  Four  Sacred  Mountains 
as  Told  by  Paul  Crane  Tohlakai 
Ne  Fla  Hane  Vol  1 No.l 

Traditionally,  the  Four  Sacred  Mountains  of  the  Navajo  are  spoken  of  as 
the  posts  of  a hogan,  the  traditional  rounded  earth  home  of  the  Dineh 
people.  All  of  life  is  contained  within  the  hogan  of  creation,  and  its 
four  sacred  mountain  "posts"  circumscribe  the  world.  On  the  East,  the 
Dineh  world  is  bounded  by  Mountain  Blanca.  At  its  creation.  Mountain 
Blanca  was  fastened  to  the  Earth  by  a bolt  of  lightning  and  was  decorated 
with  white  shells,  white  lightning,  white  corn,  dark  clouds,  and  male  rain 
(heavy  rain) . 

To  the  South  is  Mountain  Taylor,  which  was  fastened  to  the  Earth  by  a 
great  stone  knife  and  adorned  with  turquoise,  dark  mist,  female  rain 
(light  rain),  and  game  animals. 

In  the  West,  Dinetah  is  bounded  by  the  San  Francisco  Peaks  which  are 
fastened  to  the  Earth  by  a sunbeam  and  adorned  with  abalone  shell,  black 
clouds,  male  rain,  yellow  corn  and  wild  animals. 

To  the  North,  Mountain  Flesperus  was  fastened  to  the  Earth  by  a rainbow 
and  adorned  with  black  jet,  dark  mist,  and  many  kinds  of  plants  and 
animals . 

Also  within  the  Dineh  world  lies  Mount  Fluerfano,  which  was  fastened  to 
the  Earth  with  a sunbeam,  was  decorated  in  precious  fabrics.  Gobernado 
Knob,  another  sacred  mountain,  was  fastened  to  the  Earth  by  a cord  of 
rain,  was  decorated  with  pollen,  dark  mist,  female  rain  and  was  clothed  in 
sacred  jewels. 

From  the  sacred  mountains  and  the  vast  stretches  of  land  that  lie 
between  them,  the  Dineh  people  draw  strength  and  life.  Many  Elders  believe 
they  can  never  venture  beyond  the  boundaries  of  these  sacred  mountains 
without  being  in  danger  of  losing  their  souls.  So  sacred  is  the  land  to 
the  Dineh  that  just  about  every  landmass,  be  it  a mountain  or  a small  rock 
outcrop,  is  part  of  a legend  or  myth  that  recounts  the  creation  of 
humanity  and  the  Earth.  When  the  Dineh  say  that  the  land  lives,  they  are 
not  speaking  symbolically,  for  the  Creator  is  found  everywhere,  in  all 
things,  from  the  highest  peak  to  the  tiniest  flower  of  the  desert. 

"RE;  Native  American  Rights  Open  Letter"  

Date:  Wed,  02  Sep  1998  00:06:56  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : NATIVE  AMERICAN  RIGHTS  NETWORK 


Mailing  List: 


Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 


According  to  Robert  Lippman  <Robert . Lippman@NAU. EDU> 

the  Broken  Rainbow  video  (mentioned  in  the  previous  post)  is  available  for 
viewing  at  NAU  Cline  Library  Media  Center,  Flagstaff. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  Native  American  Rights  Network. 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  RIGHTS  NETWORK 
P.0.  Box  379  Ocotillo  Ca  92259 
(760)358-7232 

An  Open  Letter  to  The  Support  Network  for  the  Traditional  Dineh 
Dear  Friends, 

It  has  been  a year  now  since  the  frenzy  of  correspondence  that  was  sent 
out  regarding  the  Federal  District  Courts  hearings  in  Arizona  dealing  with 
the  "Accommodation  Agreement".  I have  been  monitoring  the  Internet  and 
waiting  for  some  clear  direction  to  pursue.  I've  attached  an 
Update/Action  guide  that  I hope  you  can  use  to  continue  your  support  work. 

April  15,  1998  I had  a telephone  conversation  with  Bob  Malone,  an 
attorney  working  with  Bruce  Ellison  on  the  Manybeads  case.  I asked  him 
why  Dudge  Carroll  did  not  issue  a ruling  following  the  proceedings  last 
April.  He  informed  me  that  the  Attorneys  for  the  Elders  "withdrew  the 
case  from  Dudge  Carroll's  consideration"  in  order  to  avoid  what  seemed  to 
be  a certain  adverse  ruling.  Now  the  U.S.  9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  is 
scheduled  to  review  the  Manybeads  case  and  rule  on  Dudge  Carroll's 
original  dismissal  of  the  case.  A favorable  ruling  by  the  9th  Circuit 
Court  would  send  the  case  back  to  Dudge  Carroll  for  trial.  A ruling  is 
expected  by  the  fall  of  1998. 

The  April  deadline  for  signing  the  Accommodation  Agreement  dispersed  the 
interests  of  the  families.  Many  Dineh  households  signed  the  Agreement. 

There  are  14  households  which  did  not  sign;  some  of  these  have  applied  for 
relocation.  The  process  left  the  Elders  in  a divided  state,  each 
searching  for  their  own  solutions.  Some  have  hired  their  own  lawyers. 

Many  people  have  been  completely  left  out  of  the  settlement  process  and 
other  legal  proceedings.  There  are  many  families  that  were  forced  to 
leave  the  land  without  officially  "relocating"  and  are  not  eligible  to 
return  to  the  land  under  the  current  agreement. 

The  struggle  on  the  land  has  splintered  and  now  as  supporters  we  must 
accommodate  the  Elders'  needs.  Attorneys,  para-legals,  and  law  students 
who  wish  to  assist  an  Elder  or  group  of  families  can  contact  the  Native 
American  Rights  Network. 

The  United  Nations  visit  to  Black  Mesa  now  offers  new  hope  that 
international  pressure  may  prompt  the  government  to  create  new  policies. 

Such  pressures  may  even  help  as  the  mediation  continues  or  as  the 
government  ponders  its  own  legal  response  to  litigation  by  the  Elders. 

As  supporters  it  is  important  that  we  not  cause  further  division  amongst 
the  people.  The  Native  American  Rights  Network  is  committed  to  following 
the  direction  of  the  Elders.  Our  Travel  Fund  will  help  them  travel  to 
make  court  appearances,  to  meet  with  public  officials,  and  the  United 
Nations.  Food  Certificates  will  go  to  Elders  only,  based  on  need. 

Please  join  us  in  our  continuing  efforts  to  support  the  struggle  of  the 
Dineh  Elders.  Copy  and  distribute  the  attached  Update/Action  Guide  and 
feel  free  to  contact  me  with  any  questions  you  may  have.  Thank  you. 
Sincerely, 

Bob  Holzman,  Native  American  Rights  Network 
P.0.  Box  379,  Ocotillo,  CA  92259  (760)358-7232. 


Note:  I will  try  to  copy  and  post  the  Update/Action  Guide  mentioned  in  a 
future  BIGMTLIST  posting. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 


message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Mt.  Graham  Sacred  Run"  

Date:  Sun,  06  Sep  98  11:20:52  PDT 

From:  KOLA  International  Campaign  Office  <kolahq@skynet . be> 

Sub j : Mt.  Graham  Sacred  Run 

UUCP  email 

Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  Sacred  Run  --  August  15,  1998 
=+=++=+=++=+=++=+=++=+= 

Anxious  about  protecting  its  $200  million  telescopes  complex, 
the  University  of  Arizona  recently  required  a "prayer  permit" 
for  American  Indians  who  want  to  visit  the  summit  of  Mount 
Graham.  Flowever,  in  the  first  test  of  the  new  permit  policy, 

San  Carlos  Apache  and  other  native  people  who  participated 
in  the  August  15th  Sacred  Run  were  allowed  to  pray  without 
interference  near  the  summit  of  the  10,700-foot  sacred  mountain. 

Wendsler  Nosie,  former  tribal  council  member,  led  more  than 
70  people  to  the  top  of  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  an  to  pray  and  protest 
the  telescopes. 

"I  don't  think  I should  have  a permit.  We  are  the  original 
inhabitants  of  this  land,"  Mr.  Nosie  said.  "We  are  not  going 
to  vandalize  their  telescopes.  They  know  that  for  all  these 
hundreds  of  years,  the  Apaches  have  gone  there  to  pray." 

Last  year,  Wendsler  Nosie  was  arrested  for  trespassing 
when  he  went  to  pray  near  the  telescope  site.  After  he  was 
acquitted  in  county  court,  Mr.  Nosie  said  he  hoped  the 
University  of  Arizona  would  liberalize  its  visitation  policies. 

Instead,  the  UofA  began  requiring  permits. 

"We  made  a policy  to  make  it  clear  to  the  public  --  or  in 
this  case,  Indian  people  --  that  if  they  want  to  come  in,  we 
encourage  that,  but  that  we  would  make  permits  available 
to  them,"  said  Michael  Cusanovich,  UofA  vice  president. 

"It's  not  meant  to  be  restrictive, " he  added.  "It's  meant  to 
be  inclusive." 

In  the  end,  the  university  deferred  any  permit  requirements 
to  the  Forest  Service.  Wanting  to  avoid  a confrontation, 
the  Forest  Service  allowed  the  Sacred  Runners  to  observe 
their  prayers  in  peace. 

On  August  15th  more  than  70  people,  American  Indians 
and  non-native  supporters,  ran  the  96  miles  from  Peridot 
on  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Reservation  up  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An. 

The  night  before  the  Sacred  Run,  participants  were  blessed 
at  the  starting  point  near  the  San  Carlos  River.  On  Saturday, 
the  runners  departed  at  4:20  a.m.  Sprints  were  limited  to  a 
half  mile  per  runner  which  made  the  staff  move  quickly.  The 
runners  endured  intense  summer  heat  and  gnats  as  they 
reached  7500  feet  at  which  point  it  began  to  rain.  The  rain 
soon  changed  to  hail  and  snow. 

At  the  high  Mt.  Graham  campsite,  prayers  were  said  for  all 
people  and  all  Usen's  creations.  Thanks  were  given  to  all 
who  helped  make  the  Sacred  Run  possible.  Those  honored 
included  Phoenix  attorneys  leff  Bouma,  William  Foreman  and 
Gilbert  Venable  who  had  defended  Mr.  Nosie  last  fall  after  he 
had  been  arrested  by  the  UofA  police. 

The  attorneys  were  present  throughout  the  entire  spiritual  run. 

Where  previous  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  prayer  events  and  Sacred 
Runs  had  suffered  delays  by  local  police,  university  police. 


and  U.S.  Forest  Service  police,  this  time  a firmer  Apache 
strategy  seemed  to  help.  Wendsler  Nosie  firmly  stated  that 
they  would  be  undertaking  the  run  on  Aug.  15  but  would  not 
be  requesting  the  permits. 

The  attorneys  were  helpful  on  the  sacred  mountain  because 
negotiations  were  needed  with  the  USFS  who  stated  that  the 
Apache  people  needed  to  obtain  and  take  the  permits  with  them 
to  pray  on  the  mountain.  These  officials  said  it  would  be  setting 
an  undesired  precedent  to  FS  policy  if  permits  were  not  received. 

The  attorneys  disagreed  saying  that  accepting  the  permits  would 
be  a demeaning  and  humiliating  precedent  which  the  Apache 
people  were  not  to  prepared  to  accept. 

In  the  end  the  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  runners  went  to  the  mountaintop 
without  permits,  without  further  harassment,  and  had  a very 
reverent  and  profound  spiritual  event. 

[sources:  Bob  Witzeman  - Mount  Graham  Coalition;  High 
Country  News  - Aug.  31;  San  Carlos  Apache  Moccasin  - 
Sept.  l| 
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In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this 
material  is  distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those 
who  have  expressed  a prior  interest  in  receiving  this 
information  for  non-profit  research  and  educational 
purposes  only. 
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If  ever  you  wish  to  be  removed  from  this  mailing  list,  simply 
send  a message  to  <kolahq@skynet . be> 
with  *unsub*  in  the  text  or  subject  body. 
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"Injustice  Anywhere  is  a Threat  to  Dustice  Everywhere" 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

FREE  WOLVERINE! ! ! 

NO  SCOPES  ON  MT.  GRAHAM! ! ! 

"RE : Kamloops  Band  Council  Begins  Tax"  

Date:  Mon,  7 Sep  1998  11:02:00  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Kamloops  Band  Council  begins  taxing  own  members 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
FIRST  NATION  TAX  KICKS  IN  ON  TUESDAY 
Kamloops  Daily  News,  August  21,  1998 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  Kamloops  First  Nation  Tax,  a controversial  levy  on  any  goods  purchased 
on  the  reserve,  takes  effect  Tuesday.  Legislation  passed  earlier  this  year 
by  the  federal  government  allows  the  band  to  tax  both  natives  and 
non-natives  for  any  tobacco,  alcohol  and  fuel  purchased.  Ottawa  will 
continue  to  collect  the  seven  per  cent  tax  and  then  transfer  it  back  to  the 
band . 

Native  customers  will  pay  about  10  cents  more  for  cigarettes  and  see  a 
slight  increase  in  the  cost  of  gasoline  and  alcohol.  For  non-native 
customers,  there  will  be  no  impact,  as  the  GST  is  simply  going  to  the  band 
and  not  the  federal  government. 

Chief  Manny  Dules  said  the  money  collected  will  go  towards  education, 
language  development  and  land  claim  litigations.  Roughly  $700,000  will  be 
collected  under  the  new  tax. 

The  tax  was  scheduled  to  take  effect  Aug.  1 but  a group  of  band  members 
opposing  the  legislation  have  launched  a lawsuit  against  Dules  and  the  rest 
of  band  council.  The  group,  spearheaded  by  band  members  Alice  McCaleb  and 
Marie  Baptiste,  alleges  band  council  failed  to  notify  band  members  on  the 
impending  tax  and  it  is  therefore  illegal.  The  group  also  says  the  tax 


violates  the  Indian  Act,  which  affords  natives  tax-free  status. 


"Manny  Dules  is  the  biggest  sell-out  in  the  Shuswap  Nation." 

--  Imprisoned  Shuswap  elder  and  Ts'peten  Defender,  'Wolverine'  aka  William 
Hones  Ignace 

SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Headwaters  Deal"  

Date:  Thu,  3 Sep  1998  17:38:46  -0800 

From:  Headwaters  Update  <Headwaters@enews .org> 

Subject:  A Deal  is  struck. 

WEEKLY  . HEADWATERS  . FOREST  . UPDATE 
Update  09-03-98: 

1 --  Headwaters  Deal  is  struck 

2 --  New  Luna  treesit  website 

3 --  We  want  your  feedback 
[No  Action  Alert  this  week.] 


1 

HEADWATERS  DEAL  IS  STRUCK 

Eleventh  hour  negotiations  produce  Headwaters  compromise 
Dust  a few  hours  before  the  legal  deadline  the  California  Legislature 
passed  a Headwaters  deal  early  Monday.  The  biggest  surprise  is  an 
additional  purchase  of  2,000  acres  --  the  Owl  Creek  and  Grizzly  Creek 
Groves,  increasing  the  total  purchase  area  to  almost  10,000  acres.  The 
biggest  loss  is  the  compromise  on  streamside  logging  buffer  zones,  which 
were  shaved  from  170  (the  Sher  bill)  to  100  feet  on  either  side  of 
fish-bearing  streams  and  from  100  feet  (Sher)  to  30  feet  on  either  side  of 
non-fish  bearing  watercourses. 

Here's  what  else  the  Deal  will  do... 

It  will  NOT  purchase,  but  WILL  set  off-limits  for  timber  harvesting 
(including  salvage  logging)  the  tracts  termed  Murrelet  Conservation  Areas 
"for  the  50  year  life  of  the  incidental  take  permits  that  are  in  effect." 
These  areas,  inhabited  by  the  endangered  marbled  murrelet,  are: 

+ Cooper  Mill  (722  acres) 

+ Allen  Creek  (1,421  acres) 

+ Allen  Creek  Extension  (301  acres) 

+ Road  3 (659  acres) 

+ Shaw  Gift  (548  acres) 

+ Right  Road  9 (322  acres) 

+ Road  7 and  9 North  (501  acres) 

+ Booth's  Run  (776  acres) 

+ Bell  Lawrence  (634  acres) 

+ Lower  North  Fork  Elk  (531  acres) 

[A  total  of  6,415  acres] 

The  Deal  WILL  set  up  a three-year  preliminary  period  for  the  above  buffer 
zone  restrictions . This  will  require  Pacific  Lumber/Maxxam  and  government 
agencies  to  conduct  habitat  studies  on  the  60  streams  and  creeks  on  the 
property.  After  this,  the  buffer  zones  can  be  altered  to  between  30  and  170 
feet.  [Significant  constraints  beyond  these  zones  may  be  implemented,  but 
may  not  be  no-cut . ] 

The  Deal  WILL  allow  agencies  to  decide  what  the  no-cut  buffer  should  be 
on  fish-bearing  streams  after  the  studies  are  completed. 


The  Deal  WILL  allow  logging  roads  on  steep  slopes  to  be  used  even  during 
the  rainy  season. 

The  Deal  WIL 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Sep  15  23:47:18  1998 
Date:  Tue,  15  Sep  1998  20:07:08  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.038 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Sovernet-1,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
First  Nations  News;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"About  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  Government  decided,  well,  the  Indians 
are  not  going  to  go  away  after  all.... We  will  have  to  try  another  method. 
So  they  contracted  with  various  organizations,  particularly  religious 
denominations,  to  educate  Indian  Students." 

"The  policy  was... in  effect... to  stamp  out  the  Indian,  to  stamp  out  the 
culture  of  the  Indian.  If  you  were  caught  in  school  speaking  Indian, 
singing  Indian  songs,  if  you  were  caught  wearing  your  hair  long,  or 
something  like  that,  you  were  actually  flogged." 

Iliff  McKay,  Black  Foot 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

With  the  results  we  have  witnessed  with  our  relations  in  Mexico  --  I am 
speaking  of  the  bloody  massacre  at  Acteal  --  it  is  more  than  reasonable  to 
ask  the  sort  of  questions  Dimmie  D.  Oyler  asks  on  the  eve  of  a NAFTA 
"dog  and  pony"  show. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Dear  Mr.  Secretary: 

We  have  been  informed  that  the  Canadian  government  is  hosting  a "First 
Nations  NAFTA  International  Summit  & Trade  Show"  at  the  Calgary  Convention 
Centre  (Marriott  Flotel)  on  October  17  to  19,  1998,  and  that  you  will  attend 
as  the  BIA  representative  for  the  United  States. 

What  is  the  purpose  of  subject  meeting? 

Thanks  in  advance. 

Dimmie  D.  Oyler,  Principal  Chief 
United  Tribe  of  Shawnee  Indians 


Make  no  mistake  about  it.  The  "facts"  may  say  otherwise,  but  the  Mayan 
people  of  Acteal,  whose  tribal/communal  lifestyle  is  strictly 
prohibited  by  NAFTA,  died  because  they  represent  a thorn  in  the  side  of 
the  Mexican  government,  which  very  much  wants  the  NAFTA  accord. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Date:  Thu,  10  Sep  1998  00:33:30  EDT 
From:  MaDark@aol.com 
Sub j : Dasper  Spotted  Elk 

My  friends  - I need  help  for  a dear  man  on  Pine  Ridge,  SD.  Fie  is  Dasper 
Spotted  Elk,  grandson  of  the  legendary  "Chief  Bigfoot"  who  was  killed  at 
Wounded  Knee. 

He  has  lived  in  his  car  for  the  last  two  years,  has  diabetes  and  is  in  a wheel 
chair.  He  is  always  in  danger  of  amputation  of  his  legs.  He  has  the  chance 
to  have  a donated  trailer  IF  the  funds  can  be  raised  to  move  it  to  Porcupine, 
SD,  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation.  The  trailer  is  being  donated  by  Pathways 
to  Spirit  in  Colorado.  They  have  several  to  be  moved  up  there  and  "Grandpa 


Jasper"  has  asked  for  one.  There  are  many  in  need  of  housing, 
help  at  all,  please  contact  Pathways  direct  at: 


If  you  can 


Pathways  to  Spirit 
4307  Goldeneye  Drive 
Ft.  Collins,  CO  80526 
(970)  282-8573 

Email:  pathways@webaccess.net 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Date:  Tue,  8 Sep  1998  22:21:53  EDT 

From:  PAPAPOSSUM@aol.com 

Sub j : Help  for  Bucket-Line  To  The  Elders 

Dear  Friends: 

Today  I come  to  you  humbly  asking  for  help  for  the  elders  of  Black  Mesa. 

I talked  to  miss  Anna  this  morning  and  here  are  the  results. 

Their  was  very  little  rain  so  there  was  very  poor  corn  crops  as  well  as 
poor  grass  for  the  live  stock.  We  are  scheduled  to  go  on  our  second  trip  to 
take  foods  and  clothing  to  the  reservation  as  of  the  second  week  of  October. 

I have  a wood  stove  for  her  and  her  aunt  and  a washer  for  their  cousin  who 
desperately  needs  it,  but  we  STILL  need  food  stuffs  winter  clothing  in  2x 
and  3x  sizes,  gloves,  socks,  blankets,  coffee,  tea,  sugar,  canned  meats 
(this  is  our  #1  priority  aside  from  fire  wood)  flour,  corn  meal,  sardines, 
spam,  canned  ham,  turkey.  Chicken,  beef  and  any  other  kinds  of  meat  you  may 
think  of.  (I  raised  $450  this  week  end  at  a raffle  but  unfortunately  $300 
was  stolen  from  my  lodge  during  the  night)  If  any  one  knows  where  we  can  get 
a manual  corn  grinder  it  is  needed  manual  sheepsheers  are  needed  as  well. 

We  will  also  need  transportation  money  I have  the  equipment  to  haul  but  not 
the  funds. 

The  other  projects  we  have  planned  is  to  put  sheet  rock  and  insulation  in 
one  elders  home  so  that  it  does  not  take  as  much  fire  wood  for  her  to  heat 
this  winter.  The  other  is  to  try  and  purchase  some  hay  for  animals  as  they 
will  not  survive  the  winter  without  it 

Please  help  in  any  way  you  can.  If  you  wish  to  send  food  please  think  of 
sending  money  for  us  to  purchase  it.  As  the  cost  to  ship  is  about  the  same 
as  what  you  have  bought. 

Donations  may  be  sent  to 
Bucket-Line  To  The  Elders  c/o 
First  security  bank 
2050  North  main 
Layton,  Ut  84041 

or  boxes  to  Bucket-Line  To  The  Elders  c/o 
James  C.  Cogsdil 
1775  West  Gregory  DR 
Layton,  Ut  84041 

<A  HREF="http : //members . aol . com/papa possum/ Bucket Line. html" >BUCKET-LINE  TO 
THE  ELDERS</A> 

http : //members . aol . com/papa possum/Bucket Line . html 

Thank  You  For  Listening 

Jim 

LOL  almost  we  are  selling  sage  bundles  3 for  $5  = shipping  please  send 
address  we  will  cod  to  you 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 
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Date:  Sat,  12  Sep  1998  16:16:21  -0230 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub  j : Utshimassit  chief  resigns 

The  band  council  chief  in  this  troubled  Innu  community  has  resigned. 
Simeon  Tshakapesh  said  he  stepped  down  Tuesday  out  of  frustration  with 
political  in-fighting  in  the  band  council. 

Tshakapesh  said  it  wasn't  healthy  for  the  community  to  see  disagreements 
among  the  band  council  members. 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30067, 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  feat 

- NAFTA  First  Nations  Summit 

- Leonard  not  Receiving 
Medical  Treatment 

- Subsistence  Whaling  in  the  Arctic 

- Indians,  Mountains  and  Tourists 

- Circle  of  Justice/ 

Statement  of  Purpose 

- Prime  Ministerial  Involvement 
in  Gustafsen  Lake 

- Charges  Against  MP 
Flarm  Reform  Party 

- Native  Peoples  Challenge  Borders 

- We  Protest  Columbus  Statue 

- Threat  to  Sovereignty 
Sends  Tribes  to  Capitol 

- Discrimination  Law  Covers  Tribes 

"RE : NAFTA  First  Nations 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 

in  this  issue  

- Cherokees  Accept  Settlement 

- Flathead  to  Discuss 
Yellowstone  Bison 

- Innu  Experimental  Cut  Block 

- Elders  and  Native  Values 

- Where  I Come  From,  God  Is  A Woman 

- Help  Needed  in  Rapid  City 

- Jailed  Logging  Blocker 

- Two  Police  Murders  in  Canada 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Birthday  Poem:  Two  Eagles  Flew 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  The  Proud  Taino  Warrior  Man 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 

- Native  America  Calling 


Date:  Sun,  06  Sep  1998  13:48:15  -0400 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : CANADA  AND  US  HOLDING  NAFTA  FIRST  NATIONS  SUMMIT  IN  CALGARY 

UUCP  email 


MNN  Mohawk  Nation  News 
September  5,  1998 


The  Canadian  government  is  putting  on  the  "First  Nations  NAFTA 
International  Summit  & Trade  Show"  at  the  Calgary  Convention  Centre 
(Marriott  Flotel)  on  October  17  to  19,  1998.  Their  prime  concerns  are 
trade  relations,  creation  of  an  Indigenous  trade  group,  overcoming 
possible  barriers  and  opposition,  making  treaties  and  laws. 

What  a line-up  of  promoters!  Selling  the  North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement  will  be  representatives  of  the  Canadian  Government's  Indian  Act 
band  councils;  premiers  of  provinces;  lane  Stewart,  the  apologetic 
Minister  of  Indian  Affairs;  even  US  UN  representative  Bill  Richardson; 

Phil  Fontaine  head  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  the  main  Canadian 
government  financed  lobby  group;  Blaine  Favel,  the  world  ambassador  on 
Indigenous  issues;  Ron  Allen  of  the  US  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians.  Featured  is  Simon  Reisman  who  made  the  NAFTA  deal  for  former 
Prime  Minister  Brian  Mulroney;  Ms.  Nina  Sibal  of  the  UNESCO;  and  Kevin 
Grover,  head  of  the  US  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  keynote  address 
will  be  given  by  the  former  Mayor  of  Atlanta  Georgia.  Luminaries  from 
Foregin  Affairs  and  International  Trade  will  be  paneling  with  some  hard 
core  indigenous  band  council  persons  such  as  Chris  Shade,  loe  Norton, 

Marvin  Mull,  Willie  Little  Child,  Deni  Leonard  and  lessie  Fisher. 

Elijah  Flarper  is  billed  as  "Ambassador  at  Large".  The  Canadian 
government  loves  him  because  he  promotes  his  spiritual  religious  vision 
that  "Aboriginal  people  do  not  own  the  land,  in  fact,  treaties  were 
visions  to  live  and  co-exist  with  each  other  and  to  share  our  land  and 
resources.  The  land  was  created  by  God  to  benefit  all  people". 

It  looks  like  the  Indigenous  representatives  are  about  to  sign  an 
internal  NAFTA  trade  deal  on  behalf  of  the  Canadian  government.  It  will 
look  like  it's  between  the  Indigenous  people  of  Canada,  the  United  States, 
Mexico,  Central  and  South  American  countries.  Actually  it  is  between 
Canada  and  Mexico  and  Brazil  and  Nicaraugua  and  - get  the  picture?  The 
true  traditional  Indigenous  sovereign  nations  have,  of  course,  not  been 
consulted  on  this  latest  maneuver  to  sell  off  their  resources  to  benefit 
the  multinational  corporations  who  are  behind  this  whole  thing. 

Either  they've  forgotten  or  don't  care.  Last  February  the  traditional 
Mohawk  Nation  condemned  the  human  rights  violations  by  Mexico  against 
those  Indians  who  rebelled  against  NAFTA,  murdering  45  men,  women  and 
children  in  Acteal  on  December  22nd  1997.  On  March  16th  they  marched  to 
the  Kahnawake  band  council  office  and  presented  loe  Norton  with  a letter 
of  protest.  They  were  opposing  the  impending  theft  of  Iroquois  cultural 
symbols  by  these  nation  states  for  worldwide  marketing,  to  be  made 
cheaply  in  labour  camps  in  Oaxaca,  Mexico.  As  well,  loe  Norton  and  the 
Canadian  government  announced  at  that  time  the  setting  up  of  a trade 
commission  to  oversee  the  use  of  Iroquois  cultural  symbols  and  intellectual 
property  so  that  those  wishing  to  use  their  own  symbols  would  have  to  go 
through  this  private  commission.  Now  it  looks  like  this  commission  will 
control  all  Indigenous  trade. 

The  question  comes  up  as  to  what  can  be  done  with  Indigenous  collaborators 
who  work  with  oppressive  states  to  undermine  Indigenous  peoples'  lives, 
rights  and  possessions?  They  are  helping  Canada  and  the  US  find  ways  to 
use  NAFTA  to  exploit  and  sell  off  more  Indigenous  resources  such  as  oil, 
gas,  forestry,  mining,  fishery  and  agriculture.  Rather  shouldn't  they 
demand  that  Canada  and  the  US  boycott  trade  with  Mexico  over  their  human 
rights  violations?  The  Mohawk  tried  to  reach  their  brothers  and  sisters, 
the  Mayans,  to  tell  them  of  their  opposition.  In  fact,  real  nation-to-nation 
agreements  are  possible  between  true  traditional  Indigenous  governments 
similar  to  international  contracts  which  must  be  honoured.  Band  councils 
can  only  exercise  those  rights  delegated  to  them  by  the  Canadian 
government  who  created  them. 

Sovereignty  can  only  be  with  the  true  traditional  Indian  governments.  At 
a 1977  UN  conference,  Ross  John  of  the  Seneca  Nation  said,  "What  do  these 
trade  agreements  with  our  nations  mean?  Is  it  international  trade, 
nation  to  nation?  Will  it  be  manipulated  by  large  businesses  and 
certain  nations?  If  so,  all  the  dollars  will  go  back  to  international 
organizations".  Kakwirakeron  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  asked,  "Does  the 
international  community  and  the  UN  define  who  a nation  is?  Or  is  it 
only  the  U.S.  and  Canada  who  make  the  definition  so  that  we  shall  be 


continually  referred  to  by  other  states  as  an  'internal'  problem'?  This 
is  intolerable".  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  , President  of  the  Canadian 
Alliancein  Solidarity  with  the  Native  Peoples,  suggested  that,  "What  we 
need  is  a structure  with  a process  where  true  indigenous  nations  can  make 
decisions  that  become  legal.  What  is  the  point  of  this  meeting  if  the 
government's  policy  is  to  not  deal  with  Indigenous  sovereignty?" 

Is  this  scheme  how  Canada  and  the  United  States  avoids  condemning  these 
states  for  genocide  and  human  rights  violations  by  getting  their 
indigenous  nominees  to  go  in  and  do  the  trading  on  their  behalf? 

Dissenters,  such  as  the  Zapatistas,  have  not  been  invited  to  give  their 
views  on  NAFTA  which  allows  Canada,  United  States  and  Mexico  and  their 
business  interests  to  overrule  any  U.S.  and  Canadian  laws  adopted  by  any 
state,  tribe,  band  or  local  government  if  they  interfere  with  investments 
or  sale  of  services  or  products  by  any  multinational  corporation.  The 
Zapatistas  and  other  Indigenous  people  should  give  this  conference  a dose 
of  reality.  They  should  tell  these  corporate  fronts  about  the  damage  to 
workers,  farmers  and  citizens  by  allowing  cheap  goods  from  undemocratic 
countries  to  come  in,  resulting  from  the  murder  of  labour  union  and 
indigenous  leaders,  the  dominance  of  extremely  corrupt  military  and 
para-military  cliques,  and  the  raw  exploitation  of  women  and  children 
sweatshop  workers  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages. 

Has  the  time  come  to  identify  those  who  knowingly  work  against  their  own 
people  and  harm  them?  What  did  the  ancestors  do  to  their  spies  and 
traitors?  If  they  have  abandoned  us  and  joined  the  army  of  the  opponents, 
shouldn't  they  forfeit  all  their  birthrights  and  claims  on  our  nation, 
territory  and  resources? 

SUPPORT  INDIGENOUS  SOVEREIGNTY.  SAY  NO  TO  NAFTA. 

Register  your  opposition: 

Canada:  Bruce  Iron  Shirt  Dohn  Paul 
Phone:  403-258-1775  Fax:  258-1811 
email:  gsmith@maill.treaty7.org 
United  States:  Deni  Leonard  R.  Heyman 
Phone:  415-288-8500  Fax  288-8510 
email:  DLAl@aol.com 
MNN  Mohawk  Nation  News 
email:  mohawkns@cyberglobe.net 
email:  mohawknn@hotmail.com 
Phone:  450-635-7402  Fax:  450-635-2413 
see  website  for  books  and  products: 

URL : http: //www. cyberglobe. net/users/otsira 

- "RE:  Leonard  not  Receiving  Medical  Treatment"  

Date:  Tue,  8 Sep  1998  12:21:11  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  arthurmiller50@juno.com  (Arthur  3 Miller) 

Sub j : Please  help!  - Leonard 

UUCP  email 
PLEASE  POST  WIDELY 

NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 

P.O.  Box  5464 

Tacoma,  WA  98415-0464  USA 

E-Mail;  arthurmiller50@juno . com 

LEONARD  PELTIER  STILL  IS  NOT  RECEIVING  THE  MEDICAL  TREATMENT  HE 
NEEDS- -URGENT  APPEAL--PLEASE  HELP! 

SEPTEMBER  7TH  NWLPSN  STATEMENT 

American  Indian  Movement  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier  is  being  made  to  suffer 
the  full  impact  of  the  U.S.  government's  historical  genocidal  policies 
against  the  indigenous  people  of  the  land  now  called  America.  Even  though 
the  U.S.  government  has  stated  many  times  that  they  don't  know  who  committed 
the  act  that  Leonard  is  in  prison  for,  even  though  Leonard's  defense  has 
disproved  the  government's  case  against  Leonard,  Leonard  remains  in  prison 


as  an  example  of  what  the  U.S.  government  will  do  to  those  that  stand-up  for 
the  people  against  the  interests  of  the  transnational  corporations  and 
the  policies  of  the  U.S.  government. 

Because  Leonard's  voice  has  been  strong  for  over  22  years  from  inside 
the  U.S.  dungeons,  the  U.S.  government  is  trying  to  break  Leonard  by 
using  torture  on  him. 

LEONARD  PELTIER  IS  BEING  TORTURED! 

Torture  is  the  act  of  allowing  or  causing  excruciating  pain  for  the 
purpose  of  punishment.  Leonard  has  a medical  problem  with  his  jaw. 

Because  of  the  malicious  medical  treatment  at  the  Springfield  Federal 
Medical  Center,  which  came  close  to  killing  him,  the  condition  of  his  jaw 
is  much  worse.  The  prison  will  not  allow  any  outside  doctor  to  examine 
Leonard,  which  is  a right  that  other  prisoners  have,  but  Leonard  is 
denied.  The  Mayo  Clinic,  which  has  done  medical  work  on  federal  prisoners 
before  has  agreed  to  treat  Leonard.  Leonard  is  in  excruciating  continuous 
pain.  He  cannot  even  chew  his  food.  Still  the  federal  prison  refuses  to 
allow  Leonard  to  get  the  treatment  he  needs.  This  is  nothing  short  of 
blatant  outright  torture! 

We  ask  that  all  members  of  the  NWLPSN,  all  supporters  of  Leonard  and 
all  those  who  believe  in  justice  and  oppose  the  use  of  torture  to  please, 
right  now,  e-mail  messages  asking  that  Leonard  be  allowed  to  be  treated 
by  the  Mayo  Clinic. 

Send  messages  to: 

Kathleen  Hawk,  Director,  Bureau  of  Prisons,  "attention  indicator" 
via:  swolfson@bop.gov. 

U.S.  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell 
at : administrator@campbell .senate . gov. 

In  your  message,  please  not  only  bring  up  Leonard's  medical  condition, 
but  also,  that  the  prison's  refusal  of  medical  treatment  should  be  a part 
of  the  Congressional  hearings  on  Pine  Ridge  and  the  case  of  Leonard 
Peltier.  Also  please  ask  him  when  these  hearings  will  take  place. 

President  Clinton  at;  President@whitehouse.gov 

The  e-mail  campaign  to  end  the  torture  of  Leonard  Peltier  started  last 
Duly.  At  that  time  people  around  the  world  sent  e-mail  messages.  So  many 
were  sent  that  the  Bureau  Of  Prisons  contacted  the  NWLPSN  with  a message 
that  they  wanted  us  to  send  out  our  e-mail  list  in  the  hope  that  it  would 
end  the  e-mail  campaign.  The  NWLPSN  will  not  send  out  the  BOP's  lies,  nor 
will  we  call  off  this  campaign  until 
Leonard  receives  the  medical  treatment  he  needs. 

The  torture  of  Leonard  will  continue  until  there  is  enough  of  a public 
out  cry  that  demands  that  it  end.  Please  take  the  time  to  send  the  needed 
e-mails  and  please  pass  along  this  information  to  other  people, 
organizations,  e-mail  lists  and  web  sites.  Thank  you  for  your  time. 

In  Solidarity 
Arthur  D.  Miller 
NWLPSN 

"RE : Subsistence  Whaling  in  the  Arctic"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Sep  1998  10:16:55  +0200 
From:  Adrian  Redmond  <channel6@post2.tele.dk> 

Sub j : Whaling  in  the  Arctic 

UUCP  email 

Subsistence  whaling  in  the  Arctic 


It's  about  time  that  we  of  the  western  world  tried  to  understand  the 
perversity  of  our  influence  on  Native  society.  The  subsistence  whale 
hunting  of  Alaska,  Canada  and  Greenland  being  a case  in  point. 

There  are  many  well-founded  arguments  to  support  subsistence  whaling. 


First  - subsistence  whaling  is  the  major  source  of  natural  animal 
protein  and  fats  in  Arctic  society.  This  is  not  fox  hunting  in  the 
English  shires,  but  a necessary  source  of  sustenance  for  a population 
whose  alternatives  are  somewhat  more  limited  that  those  of  the  average 
European  or  Lower  48th  American.  The  Arctic  is  not  a museum,  to  be 
preserved  for  the  green-lobby,  but  a living  environment  which  has  been 
the  homeland  for  a proud  and  peaceful  people  for  thousands  of  years.  But 
they  have  no  garden  vegetables  or  wheat  crops  - it's  dark  and  pretty 
cold  most  of  the  year.  Life  in  the  Arctic  - human  or  otherwise,  has  been 
carnivorous  since  long  before  the  dawn  of  man. 

Second  - whale  meat,  in  common  with  other  subsistence  is  good  healthy 
food,  which  is  especially  suitable  for  nutrition  in  Arctic  regions.  Most 
sea  mammals  have  been  virtually  unpolluted  until  recent  years  - now 
there  is  worrying  scientific  evidence  that  heavy-metal  pollution  from 
our  countries  eventually  becomes  accumulated  in  the  fatty  tissues  of 
arctic  sea  mammals  - the  Inupiat  people  are  now  having  to  face  the  same 
worries  that  we  have  about  factory  bred  animal  foodstuffs.  But  still, 
their  food  produce  is  better  nutritionally  for  them  in  their  climate, 
and  studies  have  shown  that  reductions  in  subsistence  activities  produce 
reductions  in  the  general  health  of  the  population  due  to  imported  diet. 

Third  - The  whale  species  in  question  - Bowhead,  beluga,  and  the  small 
whales  - minke,  narwhal  and  the  like,  are  not  threatened.  Whatever  the 
green  lobby  has  tried  to  convince  us,  the  Inupiat  people  have  patiently 
and  professionally  proven,  through  their  own  scientific  research 
programmes,  that  their  subsistence  activities  are  sustainable. 

Fourth  - the  cultural  importance  of  subsistence  lifestyles  for 
indigenous  populations  must  not  be  underestimated,  especially  in  these 
years  where  our  culture  puts  a massive  influence  on  theirs.  In  common 
with  many  aboriginal  languages,  Inupiaq  (Alaska)  and  Inuit 
(Canada/Greenland)  languages  are  almost  useless  for  communication  in  a 
modern  workplace  or  administrative  environment  - they  lack  the  words  and 
the  concepts.  However,  that  is  both  the  weakness  and  the  strength  of 
these  languages  - they  were  never  developed  for  the  internet  or  the  oil 
industry,  but  have  served  their  people  well  through  millennia  in  the 
Arctic.  Their  language,  in  their  world,  is  poetic,  and  hugely 
descriptive,  containing  nuances  which  we  would  never  dream  of  - when 
describing  matters  of  relevance  to  their  culture,  the  weather,  the 
landscape,  the  natural  environment  and  its  creatures.  Subsistence 
hunting  is  the  cradle  of  the  culture,  the  basis  for  education  in  the 
extended  family,  the  basis  for  an  Arctic  democracy.  Protecting  and 
preserving  these  cultures  so  that  they  may  live  and  continue  to  develop 
on  their  terms  and  according  to  their  needs  is  dependent  on  the 
language,  which  in  turn,  is  dependent  on  its  being  used  for  that  which 
it  was  intended. 

Fifth  - the  morality.  Whose  country  is  it  anyway?  The  Inupiat  people 
settled  there  first  - 125  years  of  Russian  colonisation  (which  hardly 
affected  northern  Alaska),  followed  by  a 121  years  of  American 
colonisation/statehood , are  mere  ticks  on  the  clock  beside  the  history 
of  these  people. 

If  we  wish  to  defend  the  morality  of  how  we  have  harness  our  natural 
environment  in  Europe  and  America,  If  we  wish  to  defend  our  morality  as 
regards  to  the  ways  in  which  we  treat  animals  - as  pets,  farm  animals, 
sport-targets,  and  subjects  for  conservation.  Then  we  must  respect  the 
traditions  of  indigenous  peoples  and  their  rights  to  determine  their 
subsistence  policies  in  their  homelands. 

This  is  not  just  a matter  of  respecting  Inupiat  dignity  and  intellectual 
sovereignty  - it's  also  a matter  of  respecting  our  own  values  - freedom 
of  speech,  national  sovereignty,  local  and  regional  democracy,  human 
tolerance  and  environmental  responsibility.  Funnily  enough,  these  values 
which  we  preach  on  festive  political  occasions  are  integral  to  Native 
cultures.  If  we  put  our  prejudices  and  racial  misunderstandings  aside, 
we  would  see  that  native  cultures  are  not  that  far  from  our  own,  they 
are  (luckily  for  them)  less  developed  - which  means  that  they  have  not 
yet  lost  many  of  the  essential  human  values  which  our  culture  discarded 
decades  - even  centuries  - before.  We  could  learn  a lot  from  the 


indigenous  peoples  of  the  world. 

On  the  moral  issue  it  is  wise  to  point  out,  that  whilst  subsistence 
cultures  have  a close  relationship  to  the  animals  on  which  they  sustain 
themselves,  to  their  life  and  death  - our  cultures  have  remained  just  as 
carnivorous,  but  we  have  hidden  the  (for  us)  fearful  process  of  death 
behind  the  tiled  walls  of  the  slaughter  houses.  Our  use  of  living 
resources  is  not  sustainable.  We  breed  many  animals,  most  of  which  are 
slaughtered  in  childhood,  few  of  which  live  under  anything  approaching 
natural  conditions,  and  none  of  which  ever  have  a fighting  chance  in 
nature.  How  many  farmers  or  butchers  die  at  work  each  year  - of 
starvation,  cold,  accident  or  at  the  mercy  of  their  hunted  beasts?  Only 
fishermen  come  anywhere  near  to  the  Native's  closeness  with  nature. 

Any  attempts  by  outsiders  to  depreciate  the  importance  and  neccessity  of 
subsistence  whaling  rely  purely  on  ethnocentric  standpoints  "Yes,  but 
they  don't  need  whalemeat  now  they  can  import  pork"  or  "the  whale  is 
extremely  intelligent,  and  should  be  protected".  Who  says  they  can  eat 
pork?  The  lews  can't  (won't).  The  vegetarians  and  vegans  can't  (won't) 
what  gives  these  groups  the  right  to  choose,  and  not  us.  Personally  I 
don't  go  a bunch  on  whalemeat  - it  depends  on  how  it's  cooked,  and  with 
whom  i eat  it  - but  I have  a choice,  and  so  do  the  Inupiat.  I find  it 
harder  to  defend  my  eating  factory  beef  than  to  understand  Inupiat 
subsistence  hunting.  That  is  why  I keep  my  own  sheep,  and  buy  beef  from 
a friend  who  keeps  and  slaughters  his  own  cattle.  I'm  not  religious 
about  this,  but  I try  to  apply  moral  values  to  my  larder  - and  I know 
that  the  Inupiat  people,  despite  their  consumption  of  hershey  bars  and 
beefburgers,  apply  their  moral  values  in  their  kitchen. 

As  to  the  whale  being  intelligent  - what  does  that  mean  - intelligent 
for  what?  Compared  with  humans  maybe  - but  so  is  the  pig.  In  fact  most 
living  organisms  are  just  as  intelligent  as  their  biotope  demands  - 
except  those  whose  extinction  was  brought  about  by  their  unsuitability 
for  their  environment.  There  are  many  marine  organisms  which  are  more 
threatened  with  extinction  than  the  whale,  but  many  of  these  bethnic 
sludge  like  creatures  would  have  little  appeal  on  a poster,  sweatshirt 
or  badge  for  and  environmental  organisation,  let's  face  it  - we  like 
whales  because  they  have  been  "sold"  to  us  - by  clever  campaigning  and  a 
worrying  humanising  process  - but  whales  are  not  teddy-bears  - they  are 
huge,  majestic  yet  powerful  creatures  who  are  a ample  match  for  their 
hunters . 

As  to  claims  of  cruelty  about  whaling  - one  must  remember  that  the 
Eskimos  are  expert  hunters  - a traditional  quality  which  is  reflected  in 
the  regulations  about  whaling.  They  are  not  simply  allowed  to  kill  and 
land  a certain  quota  of  whales  - the  International  whaling  commission 
rules  specify  not  whales  landed,  but  strikes  - actual  hits  with  a 
harpoon.  The  quota  system  means  that  the  bad  hunter,  who  hits  and  wounds 
a whale,  but  does  not  land  it,  has  used  his  quota.  Nowehere  in  the  world 
is  whaling  more  regulated,  and  more  self-regulated  than  in  Arctic 
communities  like  the  North  Slope  of  Alaska. 

Conclusion  - it  is  not  enough  that  we  in  the  "developed"  world  merely 
accept  native  lifestyles  and  subsistence  activities  - our  industrial  and 
colonisational  plundering  of  their  world,  our  misguided 
environmental-political  interference  in  their  world  has  wreaked  untold 
damage.  We  must  put  their  cause  on  our  political  agenda  - recognise 
their  sovereignty  over  their  homelands,  and  establish  cooperation  in 
trade,  culture  and  politics  on  equal  terms.  We  must  redress  the  balance. 

We  must  teach  our  children  to  respect  indigenous  peoples,  and  to  learn 
for  us,  from  them,  what  we  and  our  fathers  have  forgotten. 

Maybe  in  50,  100  years  time,  we  will  have  enough  understanding  of  their 
world,  to  even  begin  discussing  and  debating  their  way  of  life  with 
them.  Until  then,  we  should  assume  a position  of  humility  and 
responsibility. 

We  forget  that  human  beings  are  not  a passive  spectator  to  the  natural 
environment  - we  are  part  of  that  environment.  The  Inupiat  Eskimos  are 
an  integral  part  of  the  North  Slope  of  Alaska  and  the  North  West  Arctic 
Region  - they  have  survived  not  only  by  conquering  and  slaughtering  the 
whale,  but  by  respecting,  fearing  and  understanding  the  whale. 


We  may  be  able  to  teach  then  a thing  or  two  about  hydrocarbon  geology 
and  truck  manufacturing  - but  they  are  light  years  ahead  of  us  on 
environmental  issues  - and  they  have  not  done  too  badly  in  the  oil 
business  either! 

Adrian  Redmond 

Channel  6 Television  Denmark  is  currently  producing  a four  part 
documentary  television  series  about  industrial  development  in  Alaska 
seen  from  the  native  perspective  - the  series  - with  the  working  title 
"Native  Experience"  is  commissioned  by  the  Home  Rule  Government  of 
Greenland,  and  is  under  production  on  location  in  Alaska  in  the  autumn 
of  1998  and  the  spring  of  1999,  ready  for  release  in  English,  Danish  and 
Inuit  languages  late  in  1999.  Adrian  Redmond  is 
writer/director/cameraman  for  this  production. 

(c)  Adrian  Redmond  / Channel  6 Television  - 1998 

"RE : Indians,  Mountains  and  Tourists"  

Date:  Tue,  8 Sep  1998  23:05:09  EDT 
From:  lnp3@panix.com  (Louis  Proyect) 

Sub  j : Indians,  mountains  and  tourists 

Mailing  List:  Sovernet-1  <sovernet-l@speakeasy .org> 

A Mountain  Comes  Between  a Tiny  Tribe  and  Its  Neighbors  in  New  Mexico 

By  3 AMES  BROOKE 

SANDIA,  N.M.  --  Rising  10,378  feet  into  the  desert  air,  Sandia  Mountain  is 
more  than  a picturesque  backdrop  to  Albuquerque,  a city  of  more  than 
400,000  people.  It  is  an  escape  valve  for  a booming  Sunbelt  city. 

According  to  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  the  mountain,  15  minutes  from 
downtown  Albuquerque,  plays  host  annually  to  1 million  hikers  and 
picnickers,  275,000  cable-car  riders,  50,000  bird  watchers,  10,000  rock 
climbers  and  10,000  hang  gliders. 

So  it  was  with  shock  that  Albuquerque  residents  learned  in  August  that  a 
federal  judge  in  Washington  had  ordered  the  federal  government  to  transfer 
ownership  of  the  mountain's  western  face,  9,400  acres  of  wilderness  in  the 
Cibola  National  Forest,  to  Sandia  Pueblo,  an  American  Indian  tribe  with  481 
enrolled  members.  The  judge  based  his  decision  on  18th-century  land  grant 
documents . 

Alex  Lujan,  the  governor  of  Sandia  Pueblo,  on  the  city's  northern  edge, 
quickly  promised  to  keep  open  "hiking  trails  and  other  recreational  uses" 
in  the  area.  Lujan  also  said  the  tribe  would  allow  access  to  three 
privately  owned  white  neighborhoods,  which  would  be  surrounded  by  pueblo 
land . 

The  federal  government  is  considering  an  appeal  and  has  until  Sept.  15  to 
file  it.  But  in  the  meantime,  residents  are  becoming  gloomy  about  the 
outcome  and  fearful  that  the  promises  of  access  might  not  be  kept. 

Bryan  Pletta,  owner  of  the  Stone  Age  Climbing  Gym,  an  Albuquerque 
business,  said  he  did  not  believe  Lujan's  promises  that  rock  climbing  would 
be  allowed. 

"Even  though  the  pueblo  claims  it  will  maintain  public  access  to  the 
mountain,  just  about  all  the  rock  climbing  areas  on  pueblo  lands  in  New 
Mexico  have  been  shut,"  Pletta  said.  "There  are  countless  areas  in  the 
state  that  historically  have  been  climbed  that  are  now  shut  down.  There  is 
no  place  that  I know  of  where  I can  climb  on  Indian  land." 

The  dispute  is  not  an  isolated  one.  Land-use  conflicts  between  American 
Indians  and  whites  are  becoming  increasingly  common  in  the  West. 

In  Texas,  for  example,  the  Tigua  Tribe  is  seeking  to  win  ownership  of 
Hueco  Tanks  State  Park,  a favorite  destination  for  hikers  and  climbers 
from  El  Paso. 

In  Arizona,  the  Tohono  O'odham  Tribe  is  seeking,  through  a congressional 
bill,  to  win  ownership  of  the  eastern  half  of  Baboquivari  Mountain,  which 
is  in  a national  wildlife  refuge  near  Tucson. 

In  Nevada,  the  Washoe  Tribe  is  pressuring  the  Forest  Service  to  ban 


climbing  on  Cave  Rock,  a sacred  lava  plug  overlooking  Lake  Tahoe. 

In  Wyoming,  a federal  judge  upheld  this  spring  what  the  National  Park 
Service  called  a "voluntary  ban"  on  climbing  Devils  Tower  in  Dune,  a month 
when  American  Indians  from  20  tribes  gather  there  to  perform  religious 
ceremonies . 

"Sandia  is  part  of  a trend,"  said  William  Pendley,  president  of  the 
Mountain  States  Legal  Foundation,  a Denver  law  firm  that  lost  the  challenge 
to  the  Dune  climbing  ban  at  Devils  Tower.  "But  what  makes  Sandia  pop  up  on 
the  radar  screen  is  that  you  have  all  those  city  folks  in  Albuquerque 
screaming. " 

Indeed,  the  ruling  in  the  Sandia  Mountain  case,  by  Dudge  Harold  Greene  of 
U.S.  District  Court,  stepped  on  some  of  the  biggest  toes  in  the  Southwest. 

Gov.  Gary  Dohnson  of  New  Mexico  owns  a house  in  one  of  the  three  enclaves, 
Sandia  Heights  North,  a neighborhood  of  $l-million  houses  and  three-car 
garages. 

"My  house  is  up  against  the  edge  of  the  National  Forest,"  said  the 
governor,  a Republican,  who  currently  lives  in  an  official  residence  in 
Santa  Fe.  "If  this  decision  is  upheld,  that  land  could  be  developed." 

Dohnson,  saying  that  he  had  been  a contributor  to  the  Sandia  Mountain 
Coalition,  asserted,  "It  was  my  understanding  that  the  issue  was  killed  and 
dead  and  buried." 

In  1976,  when  Pete  Domenici  of  New  Mexico  was  a freshman  senator,  he 
sponsored  legislation  that  protected  as  wilderness  94  percent  of  the 
mountain  land  that  now  is  to  be  transferred  to  Sandia  Pueblo. 

"I  don't  believe  the  judge  did  this  right,"  Domenici,  a Republican  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Budget  Committee,  said  recently.  Referring  to  the  tribe, 
the  senator  said,  "From  the  research  I have  done,  I never  thought  it  owned 
that  whole  mountain." 

But  with  the  advent  of  casino  gambling  on  the  pueblo  three  years  ago,  the 
Indian-white  political  equation  changed.  Today,  this  tiny  tribe  shows  no 
signs  of  being  cowed.  It  is  using  its  casino  profits  to  advance  its  land 
case,  hiring  an  anthropologist,  a Washington  lobbyist  and  three  law  firms 
--  one  in  Albuquerque  and  two  in  Washington.  Since  Greene's  decision  became 
public,  Lujan  has  shuttled  between  here  and  Washington,  meeting  White  House 
officials,  congressmen,  and  high-ranking  federal  officials. 

"We've  been  lobbying  various  agencies  to  try  to  avoid  an  appeal,"  Lujan 
said . 

The  dispute  dates  to  1748,  when  Spain's  colonial  governor  vaguely  defined 
the  pueblo's  eastern,  or  mountain  border.  Today,  250  years  later,  documents 
interpreting  the  pueblo's  boundaries  have  resulted  in  dueling  reports  from 
two  former  New  Mexico  state  historians. 

One,  Stanley  Hordes,  said  in  a study  for  the  Forest  Service  that  Spanish 
colonial  authorities  granted  Sandia  Indians  a standard  four-square-league 
area.  He  insisted  that  the  grant  extended  one  league  --  2.6  miles  --  from 
the  pueblo's  church  to  the  foothills  of  Sandia  Mountain,  covering  an  area 
of  about  27  square  miles.  He  added,  "There  is  nothing  ambiguous  about  this." 

Hordes,  a specialist  in  colonial  Mexican  history,  further  asserted  that 
in  the  1850s  when  the  new  U.S.  authorities  were  resurveying  Spanish  land 
grants,  the  pueblo  was  given  more  land  than  it  was  entitled  to  have.  Hordes 
said  that  a U.S.  government  translator,  suspicious  of  what  he  called  the 
"evil  disposed  Mexicans,"  expanded  pueblo  land  by  nearly  40  percent. 

The  other  former  state  historian,  Myra  Ellen  Denkins,  who  prepared  a 
report  for  the  pueblo,  had  a different  interpretation  of  the  original  grant. 
Saying  that  the  pueblo's  land  extended  to  the  crest  of  Sandia  Mountain,  Ms. 
Denkins  wrote,  "The  language  was  equally  clear  that  the  Sandia  range  itself 
was  intended  as  the  east  boundary." 

Greene's  ruling,  which  added  the  west  flank  of  Sandia  Mountain  to  the 
pueblo  land,  followed  Ms.  Denkins'  interpretation. 

If  the  ruling  stands.  Hordes  said,  the  small  tribe  would  end  up  with 
nearly  twice  the  area  granted  by  Spain.  It  would  control  53  square  miles 
adjacent  to  the  most  densely  populated  part  of  New  Mexico. 

Kim  Hill,  a University  of  New  Mexico  anthropology  professor,  conceded  that 
"there  is  a little  ambiguity."  But  he  argued:  "When  in  doubt,  we  should  be 
a little  generous  with  native  claims.  Native  peoples  went  through  massacres. 

Indeed,  soon  after  Spain  colonized  New  Mexico  in  1598,  Spanish  governors 


imposed  taxes,  forced  labor  and  religious  conversion  on  the  Sandia  Indians. 
After  a pueblo  revolt  in  1680,  Spanish  commanders  looted  and  burned  the 
pueblo  twice,  forcing  surviving  Indians  to  flee  west,  taking  refuge  in  Hopi 
villages . 

But  at  the  end  of  the  20th  century,  Albuquerque  homeowners  and  hang 
gliders  show  little  interest  in  atoning  for  the  sins  of  17th-century  Spanish 
soldiers.  They  say  that  after  150  years  of  U.S.  rule  here,  it  is  too  late 
to  start  redrawing  boundaries,  whether  for  legal  or  religious  reasons. 

"Are  we  so  self-deceived  we  presume  the  tribes  'know'  what  sacred  is,  and 
we  do  not?"  asked  Tom  Stribling,  a resident  of  Evergreen  Hills,  one  of  the 
three  white  neighborhoods.  Residents  there  make  do  with  solar  power, 
propane  gas  and  cellular  phones  because  they  say  the  pueblo  has  refused  to 
allow  utilities  to  cross  its  land. 

"Taking  this  public  resource  solely  for  their  private  religion  diminishes 
and  deprives  us  all  of  something  sacred,"  Stribling  said. 

Lujan  denies  the  pueblo  blocked  the  extension  of  utilities. 

And  Montoya,  the  pueblo  land  official,  retorted:  "We  are  not  going  to 
prevent  ambulances  from  going  in,  we  are  not  going  to  cut  off  utilities,  we 
are  not  going  to  cut  off  roads." 

For  25  years,  Mark  Mocho  has  been  running  along  the  crest  of  Sandia  Peak 
and  then  jumping  off,  sometimes  soaring  halfway  to  Texas  on  his  hang 
glider.  Now,  he  is  afraid  that  his  club,  the  Sandia  Soaring  Association, 
could  lose  access  to  what  he  calls  "one  of  the  best  flying  sites  in  the 
world . " 

"We  went  through  this  once  before,"  Mocho  said,  recounting  a 1983  transfer 
of  Forest  Service  land  to  the  Cochiti  Pueblo,  about  35  miles  north  of  here. 
Under  the  transfer,  he  said,  existing-use  permits  were  to  be  honored  for  30 
years . 

"The  weekend  after  the  transfer  went  through,  they  built  a fence  across 
the  access,  and  told  us  we  couldn't  fly  there,"  said  Mocho,  a computer 
programmer.  "There  was  no  way  we  could  sue  a sovereign  entity.  It  has 
happened  to  us  once  before.  We  are  afraid  it  could  happen  to  us  once  again." 
Copyright  1998  The  New  York  Times  Company 
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"RE : Circle  of  Dustice/Statement  of  Purpose"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Sep  1998  01:37:27  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Circle  of  Justice  - Statement  of  Purpose 

Forwarded  message: 

From:  Kevin  Daniel  Annett  <kdannett@interchange.ubc.ca> 

To:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

Subject:  Circle  of  Justice  statements 

for  your  networks  . . . 

The  Circle  of  Justice  - Statement  of  Purpose 
(adopted  5 September,  1998  at  a general  membership  meeting) 

1.  To  investigate,  uncover  and  publicize: 

a)  the  full  truth  of  the  atrocities  and  events  at  native 
residential  schools  in  Canada, 

b)  in  particular,  the  complicity  of  government,  church,  police  and 
others  in  the  intentional  genocide  of  First  Nations  people  in  Canada. 

2.  To  assist  victims  and  survivors  of  Canadian  residential  schools 
in  their  efforts  at  winning  justice,  recognition,  and  full  compensation 
from  church  and  state  for  their  personal  injuries  while  at  these  schools. 

3.  To  create  healing  circles  in  which  victims  and  survivors  of 
residential  schools  can  share  their  experiences  and  testimonies  in  a safe 
and  healing  environment. 

4.  To  investigate  and  publicize  the  intergenerational  effects  of 
residential  schools  and  the  present  day  legacy  of  residential  school 
atrocities  at  every  level  of  society. 


5.  To  bring  the  full  truth  of  these  facts  to  the  attention  of  the 
international  public,  media  and  human  rights  organizations. 

The  following  declaration  was  also  passed  at  the  same  membership  meeting: 

"The  Circle  of  Justice  was  formed  in  July,  1997  in  Vancouver, 

Canada  because  of  the  failure  of  government,  churches,  police  and  native 
organizations  to  unearth  the  full  truth  behind  the  atrocities  and  deaths  at 
native  residential  schools. 

"We  are  an  independent  community  group  of  natives  and  non-natives 
committed  to  uncovering  and  publicizing  this  truth,  and  the  complicity  of 
the  aforementioned  agencies  in  genocide  against  indigenous  peoples  in 
Canada.  Accordingly,  we  are  and  will  remain  unaffiliated  to,  and 
financially  independent  from,  any  church  or  government  body,  and  from  any 
native  organization  that  receives  funds  from  the  government  or  was  created 
by  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs. 

"The  Circle  of  Justice  is  a democratic  and  consensual  group  that 
has  no  permanent  or  paid  officialdom  and  is  completely  self-funded  and 
self-supporting. 

"At  today's  membership  meeting,  it  was  reaffirmed  by  all  present 
that,  while  embracing  natives  and  non-natives,  the  Circle  of  Justice  will 
reflect  and  honour  the  wishes  and  views  of  those  of  our  members  who 
experienced  and  survived  the  residential  schools.  Our  spokespeople  will  be 
these  First  Nations  survivors. 

"It  was  also  reaffirmed,  however,  that  existing  native 
organizations  which  are  government  funded  and  affiliated,  such  as  the 
United  Native  Nations  (UNN),  are  not  our  consistent  allies  in  this  struggle 
to  uncover  the  truth  about  residential  schools  and  win  justice.  Like  the 
RCMP,  the  UNN  and  their  leaders  have  shied  away  from  investigating  murders 
and  atrocities  at  the  schools,  and  have  vilified  some  of  our  members  who 
have  tried  to  seek  this  truth. 

"Accordingly,  The  Circle  of  Justice  will  maintain  its  independence 
from  the  UNN,  and  will  communicate  with  the  UNN  and  other  state-funded 
native  groups  only  through  designated  liason  people. 

"All  of  our  meetings  and  healing  circles  will  occur  on  safe  and 
neutral  ground,  away  from  the  influence  of  government,  police,  church  or 
native  puppet  bodies  which  are  connected  to  genocidal  practices.  This  will 
encourage  and  facilitate  the  full  and  honest  sharing  and  testimony  of 
residential  school  victims." 

Circle  of  Justice  weekly  business  meeting:  Wednesdays  at  6 pm  (phone  Amy 
Tallio  at  604-253-1891  for  information) 

Circle  of  Justice  weekly  healing  circle:  Sundays  at  7 pm  (phone  Kevin 
Annett  at  604-874-3690  for  information). 

5 September,  1998 

"Vancouver,  B.C."  (on  occupied  Salish  territory) 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Prime  Ministerial  Involvement  in  Gustafsen  Lake"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Sep  1998  03:48:59  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Prime  Ministerial  involvement  in  Gustafsen  Lake 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
Recently  emerged  revelations  are  making  headlines  that  the  Prime 
Minister's  office  was  involved  in  the  pepper-spraying  of  protesters  during 
anti-Apec  protests  last  year.  Yet  the  involvement  of  Chretien  and  other  high 
ranking  federal  and  provincial  politicians  in  the  1995  Gustafsen  Lake  Affair 
- the  largest  paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history  - has  not  attracted 
similar  interest. 

In  the  interest  of  pointing  out  that  the  spraying  of  machine  gun  fire  at 


Indigenous  people  is  every  bit  as  worthy  of  an  inquiry  as  is  the 
pepper-spraying  of  University  students  - or  should  be  - S.I.S.I.S. 
re-releases  the  following  excerpts  from  documents  disclosed  during  the 
Gustafsen  trial,  first  publicized  a year  ago. 


>From  the  notes  of  RCMP  Assistant  Commissioner  Brown,  August  26th,  1995, 
File#  95KL  -334  95E  -6812: 

0910  hrs;  "Called  the  CO  [Supt.  Len  Olfert]  and  reviewed  the  current  status 
at  Gustafsen  Lake.  He  wondered  it  the  military  would  start  moving  their 
stuff  early.  He  would  call  Major  General  Addy  and  see  what  they  might  do." 

1720  hrs;  "Insp.  Guy  advised  the  military  use  of  APCs  [Bison  Armoured 
Personnel  Carriers]  is  on  hold  by  the  Ministry  of  Defence.  The  CO  is 
advised  and  will  call  me  through  Major  General  Addy  and  the  Acting 
Commissioner. " 

1818  hrs;  "CO  called  - he  had  talked  to  D/Commr.  Beaulac.  They  cannot  find 
the  Defence  Minister  therefore  the  signing  is  stalled.  Herb  Gray  is  going 
to  the  Prime  Minister  and  apparently  he  will  sign  on  behalf  of  the  Defence 
Minister  which  will  put  everything  on  track.  Military  will  start  to  move 
their  equipment  very  soon." 

2130  hrs;  "Insp.  Guy  advised  Mercredi  is  out.  Militants  are  in  a bad  mood. 
Mercredi  will  contact  Ron  Irwin,  the  federal  Aboriginal  [then  Minister  of 
Indian  Affairs]  and  John  Cashore  from  the  Provincial  Aboriginal  Ministry 
[lohn  Cashore  is  the  Minister]...  Hopefully  all  political  people  will  speak 
with  the  same  position.  We  have  to  get  the  Ministers  in  line  to  ensure  that 
they  have  the  proper  perspective." 

2140  hrs;  "[Assistant  Attorney  General]  Stephen  Owen  called  and  I briefed 
him  on  Mercredi  feedback.  He  will  advise  the  Attorney  General  and  the 
Premier  to  ensure  that  politically  they  are  in  line." 

<=>  Free  Wolverine  <=>  Demand  A Public  Inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake  <=> 

To  sign  the  petition  demanding  an  inquiry  by  email,  send  a message  to 
sisis@envirolink.org  with  "petition"  in  the  subject  header  and  "I  support 
the  petition  for  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  events  surrounding  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  crisis,"  your  name,  and  your  city  of  residence  in  the  body 
of  the  message. 

Forwarded  message: 

Date:  Fri,  11  Sep  1998  01:20:42  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Daggi  Singh  < jaggi@vcn . be . ca> 

To:  apecalert-l@envirolink.org,  san@tao.ca 
Subject:  Remember  Gustafsen  Lake 

[The  documents  recently  revealed  about  conduct  at  APEC  by  the  Prime 
Minister's  Office  and  the  RCMP  are  obviously  very  incriminating,  and  more 
revelations  will  be  coming  in  the  next  days  and  weeks. 

However,  for  some  broader  context  on  the  nature  of  our  police  state,  I've 
written  out  below  just  a few  quotes  that  came  out  at  the  trial  of  the 
defenders  of  Gustafsen  Lake  (Ts'peten  Defenders)  in  northern  BC  in  1997. 

The  defenders  miraculously  survived  a RCMP  siege  of  their  land  in  the 
summer  of  1995. 

The  quotes  below  confirm  the  real  nature  of  the  RCMP.  It  is  important  to 
remember  that  while  the  media  and  general  public  have  been  generally 
sympathetic  to  protestors  who  had  their  rights  violated  at  APEC,  the 
incredible  story  of  Gustafsen  Lake  has  been  relegated  to  a simple  law  and 
order  issue  and  summarily  forgotten  by  the  mainstream  media.  This  is 
despite  the  incriminating  quotes  that  follow,  not  to  mention  shocking 
physical  and  video  evidence  that  point  to  excessive  and  unwarranted  force 
by  the  RCMP  that  escalated  into  attempted  murder  of  indigenous 
sovereignists  and  their  supporters. 

Keep  in  mind  that  it  was  lean  Chretien  himself  that  authorized  the  use  of 
tanks  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  a decision  that  escalated  the  conflict  to  a 
full-scale  military  siege.  Moreover,  BC's  NDP  Attorney-General,  Ujjal 


Dosanjh,  was  in  day-to-day,  sometimes  hourly,  contact  with  the  RCMP  and 
approved  of  their  tactics,  which  included  the  release  of  false  criminal 
records  to  smear  the  Ts'peten  Defenders.  NDP  Premier  Glen  Clark  and  Dosanjh 
have  both  publicly  declared  their  support  of  the  RCMP  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in 
a manner  just  as  callous  as  Chretien's  uncritical  approval  of  the  RCMP  at 
sprAyPEC . 

For  more  information  about  the  police  state  tactics  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and 
elsewhere  (such  as  at  Ipperwash,  Ontario),  check  out  this  comprehensive 
webite  put  together  by  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  in  BC: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

Also,  remember  that  for  some  time  the  supporters  of  the  Ts'peten  Defenders 
have  been  asking  for  a independent  public  inquiry  into  what  happened  at 
Gustafsen  Lake.  It's  a request  that  the  provincial  NDP  government  has 
consistently  ignored. 

While  the  protestors  at  APEC,  and  their  supporters,  work  hard  in  the  next 
while  to  hold  the  Prime  Minister,  CSIS,  RCMP,  NSIS  and  others  accountable 
for  their  wrongful  actions  last  November,  let's  stand  in  solidarity  and  in 
active  support  with  the  Ts'peten  Defenders  who  have  been  working  hard  for 
justice.  Let's  also  not  forget  that  as  a result  of  police  state  tactics  at 
Gustafsen  Lake,  William  Hones  Ignace  (Wolverine)  and  lames  Pitawanakwat 
(01)  remain  in  prison  as  prisoners  of  war  and  political  prisoners  of  the 
Canadian  state  for  their  opposition  to  genocide  and  their  desire  to  do 
something  about  it.  --  IBS] 

Some  RCMP  quotes  from  the  siege  at  Gustafsen  Lake: 

"Smear  campaigns  are  our  specialty." 

--  Staff  Sergeant  Peter  Montague,  Chief  RCMP  Media  Liaison  Officer  for  BC. 
The  quote,  made  on  or  around  August  25,  1995,  is  from  an  RCMP  internal 
"training"  video  disclosed  in  court  during  the  Gustafsen  Lake  trial  on 
Hanuary  6,  1997.  Montague  is  the  same  person  who  was  responsible  for 
negotiating  with  the  Indonesian  delegation  about  security  for  APEC  in 
Vancouver.  He  has  also  implied  in  the  media  that  RCMP  officers  may  have 
indiscriminately  peppersprayed  and  nabbed  demonstrators  to  prevent  them 
from  getting  harmed  from  Suharto's  bodyguards  (something  for  which  I 
suppose  we  should  all  be  grateful). 

"Is  there  anyone  who  can  help  us  with  our  smear  and  disinformation 
campaign?" 

--  Chief  RCMP  negotiator  Sergeant  Dennis  Ryan.  A comment  made  on  or  around 
August  25,  1995  during  an  RCMP  Management  Team  meeting  concerning  the 
siege  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  The  source  is  the  same  internal  "training"  video 
as  above. 

"...  kill  this  [Dr.  Bruce]  Clark  and  smear  the  prick  and  everyone  with  him. 
--  Chief  RCMP  negotiator  Sergeant  Dennis  Ryan,  paraphrasing  RCMP 
Superintendent  Len  Olfert's  instructions  to  the  RCMP  Management  Team  at  a 
meeting  on  or  around  August  29,  1995,  during  the  siege  at  Gustafsen  Lake. 
Clark  had  just  returned  from  the  camp  at  Gustafsen  Lake  with  physical 
evidence  indicating  that  the  RCMP  had  fabricated  a shooting  incident. 

"[RCMP  Superintendent]  Len  [Olfert]  strongly  feels  that  there  are  a small 
group  that  will  not  give  up  [six  warriors].  It  will  require  killing  the 
hardliners . " 

--  Notes  of  Chief  Superintendent  (now  Assistant  Commissioner)  Murray 
Hohnston  recorded  on  a September  1,  1995,  conference  phone  call  with 
Superintendent  Len  Olfert.  Hohnston  also  disclosed  that  he  heard  Olfert 
verbally  authorize  a "smear  campaign"  to  Staff  Sergeant  Peter  Montague 
on-site  August  31,  1995. 
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"RE : Charges  Against  MP  Harm  Reform  Party"  
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Sub  j : Reform  Party  hurt  by  Sexual  assault  charges 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
CHARGES  AGAINST  MP  HARM  REFORM,  POLLSTER  SAYS 
Edmonton  lournal,  September  5,  1998,  Page  A5  by  Paula  Simons 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Edmonton,  Alberta  - Sexual  assault  charges  against  Reform  MP  lack  Ramsay 
could  do  serious  damage  to  Reform's  credibility,  says  a political  analyst 
and  party  member.  Faron  Ellis,  a political  scientist  at  the  Lethbridge 
Community  College  and  a Reform  party  pollster,  said  allegations  against 
Ramsay  - that  he  assaulted  two  native  teenagers  29  years  ago  - come  just 
when  the  party  is  vulnerable  to  because  of  the  recent  controversy  over  MP's 
pensions.  "From  an  overall  perspective,  this  is  yet  another  blow  to  Reform, 
in  what  we've  affectionately  been  referring  to  as  the  Summer  of  Hate.  It's 
a blow  and  a pretty  substantial  one,"  Ellis  said. 

"Symbolically,  here's  a guy  who's  a chief  law-and-order  spokesman  for 
Reform,  and  he's  having  trouble  with  the  law.  In  the  public  perception, 
after  a summer  of  chaos  with  Reform,  it  seems  it  never  ends."  Ramsey 
resigned  Thursday  from  Reform's  shadow  cabinet.  He  is  to  appear  in  court  in 
La  Ronge,  Saskatchewan  next  Thursday  to  face  charges  of  sexual  assault, 
attempted  sexual  assault  and  unlawful  confinement.  The  charges  stem  from 
Ramsay's  time  as  an  RCMP  officer  on  a native  reserve  in  northern 
Saskatchewan  in  1969.  But  Ellis  sees  political  fallout  in  the  here  and  now. 
"The  summer  of  1998  has  made  it  difficult  for  rank  and  file  Reformers  to 
come  out  and  defend  their  party  as  something  different,  something 
principled.  For  Reform,  this  is  extremely  important,  because  they  rely  on 
their  grassroots  more  than  any  other  party  does  for  financial  support." 

Reform  leader  Preston  Manning  has  been  on  vacation  and  has  declined  to 
comment  on  the  controversy  or  the  charges  against  Ramsay.  Ellis  said 
Manning  should  be  doing  more  to  reassure  members  the  party  is  not  in  chaos. 
"Manning  is  doing  his  standard  routine  to  avoid  confrontation  rather  than 
manage  problems  head  on,  Ellis  said.  "It's  not  bad  leadership,  but  it's 
definitely  bad  management.  Given  his  lack  of  response  on  other  issues  over 
the  summer,  and  then  this,  it  definitely  creates  a pattern." 

Stephen  Harper,  a former  Reform  MP  who's  now  the  president  of  the  National 
Citizens'  Coalition,  is  less  concerned  about  the  impact  of  the  Ramsay 
charges  on  Reform's  future.  "I  hope  these  charges  will  prove  unfounded,  and 
have  no  impact  on  the  party,"  said  Harper.  "I  know  lack.  I've  always  liked 
lack.  Like  everybody  who  knows  lack,  I'm  in  shock  and  disbelief." 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Mexico:  "Native  Peoples  Challenge  Borders" 
by  Patrisia  Gonzales  and  Roberto  Rodriguez 

Mexican,  Mestizo,  Indian  or  indigenous.  When  red-brown  people  cross  the 
Mexican  border  into  the  United  States,  they  may  identify  themselves  as 
any  of  these.  But  to  many  in  the  U.S.  Border  Patrol,  they  are  all  "son 
frijoles  de  la  misma  olla"  --  beans  from  the  same  pot.  In  other  words, 
they  all  look  alike,  and  rather  than  being  accorded  the  dignity  befitting 
people  who  have  been  here  thousands  of  years,  they  are  treated  as  the 
No.  1 "illegal  alien"  suspect  populations. 

Migrants  from  Mexico  and  Central  America  are  subjected  to  what  we  call 
"Indian  removal"  --  a continuation  of  U.S.  policies  of  the  1800s  that 
displaced  Indians  from  their  native  lands.  The  people  with  Indian  faces 
and  red-brown  skin  are  the  hunted,  not  simply  along  the  U.S. -Mexican 
border,  but  anywhere  in  the  country. 

Consequently,  tribes  along  the  border  have  been  reporting  increasing 
human  rights  violations  by  border  agents.  "It's  just  like  an  illegal 
alien  coming  across,"  said  Carmen  Gerardo,  a Cocopah  Indian  leader. 

No  matter  that  the  families  of  these  tribes  have  been  separated  and 
divided  by  imposed  boundaries  that  their  ancestors  and  elders  never  had 
to  abide  by.  Additionally,  it  is  precisely  the  border  and  its  rule  of 
law  that  contributes  to  their  loss  of  language  and  traditions,  and  to 
their  detribalization,  creating  mestizos  or  Mexican-Americans  with 
distant  memories  of  Indian  grandparents . 

Among  the  tribes  along  the  international  boundary,  the  border  affects 
the  strength  of  native  peoples  and  the  ability  of  elders  (many  of  whom 
reside  in  Mexico)  to  pass  on  sacred  traditions  to  the  youth  north  of  the 
border. 

Increasingly,  elders  and  medicine  people  are  being  harassed  at  the 
border  on  their  way  to  conduct  ceremonies  on  the  U.S.  side,  according  to 
lose  Matus,  a Yaqui  ceremonial  elder  and  member  of  the  Alianza  Indigena 
Sin  Fronteras  (Indigenous  Alliance  Without  Borders)  in  Tucson,  Ariz.  Some 
have  been  accused  of  smuggling.  Others  complain  of  being  roughed  up  and 
detained  and  having  their  documents  seized,  Matus  said. 

"A  lot  of  elders  don't  speak  English.  They're  not  accustomed  to  having 
weapons  shoved  in  their  face,"  said  Dose  Garcia,  Lt.  Gov.  of  the  Tohono 
O'odham  nation  (formerly  the  Papago  nation). 

The  alliance  represents  the  Yaqui,  the  Tohono  O'odham,  the  Kickapoo  and 
the  Cocopah,  who  argue  that  immigration  laws  violate  their  right  to  free 
movement  and  their  right  to  practice  their  religion.  "We  don't  have  elders 
(here  in  the  United  States)  to  do  certain  ceremonies,"  Matus  said. 

Now,  these  nations  are  exploring  various  congressional  legislation  that 
could  include  establishing  free  passage,  the  issuance  of  their  own 
passports,  or  allowing  for  their  members  in  Mexico  to  apply  for  U.S. 
citizenship.  In  addition,  the  Tohono  O'odham,  whose  nation  sits  right  on 
the  U.S. -Mexican  border,  are  considering  establishing  their  own  port  of 
entry.  To  us,  it  doesn't  seem  unreasonable.  Undocumented  migrants  often 
cross  Tohono  O'odham  and  Cocopah  land  as  they  desperately  seek  remote 
entry  points  in  the  desert.  So  does  the  border  patrol.  Incidentally,  it 
is  this  type  of  desperation  that  has  resulted  in  the  heat-related  deaths 
of  more  than  1,500  migrants  near  the  border  since  1993. 

In  years  past,  the  Tohono  O'odham  of  Mexico  often  temporarily  migrated 
to  the  United  States  as  laborers.  The  Cocopah,  like  the  Tohono  O'odham, 
were  divided  by  the  Gadsden  Purchase  of  1853.  But  the  border  was  not 
enforced  until  the  late  1930s,  when  immigration  officials,  responding  to 
the  depression-  driven  anti-immigrant  fervor,  stopped  the  Cocopah ' s free 
movement  and  split  the  tribe  into  two  groups  on  both  sides  of  the  border 
near  Yuma,  Ariz.  Now  both  nations'  relatives  on  the  Mexican  side  are 
considered  "illegal  aliens." 

"This  land  has  always  been  ours  since  Tohono  O'odham  existed,"  said 
Garcia.  Since  the  border  was  not  approved  by  their  ancestors,  "to  us,  it 
doesn't  exist."  Nor  does  the  term  "illegal  alien."  But  as  a result  of 


anti-immigration  policies,  elders  and  relatives  on  the  Mexican  side  are 
less  inclined  to  travel  to  the  United  States,  "so  our  language  is 
eroding,"  said  Garcia.  And  instead  of  identifying  as  a unified  nation, 
they  identify  each  other  as  Mexicans  or  "gringos."  "There's  no  Tohono 
O'odham  anymore,"  Garcia  lamented. 

The  problem  also  lies  in  U.S.  law  that  attempts  to  define  who  is  a real 
Indian.  For  years,  Yaquis  were  categorized  as  "Mexican  Indians"  as 
opposed  to  "American  Indians."  Matus  said  the  elders  sent  this  message 
to  immigration  authorities:  "We  have  always  been  here  and  we  have  the 
right  to  cross  when  we  want.  They  must  respect  us  because  we  are 
indigenous  people." 

We've  often  said  that  migration  is  part  of  the  creation  story  of  a 
people.  Most  indigenous  creation  stories  depict  migration  as  part  of  a 
sacred  journey.  And  now  the  impositions  against  migration  are  clearly 
curtailing  the  ongoing  creation  and  continuation  of  Indian  peoples. 

"RE : We  Protest  Columbus  Statue"  

Date:  Wed,  09  Sep  1998  12:17:08  -0400 
From:  Duan  Antonio  Perez  < japerez@dandy . net> 

Sub j : We  Protest  Columbus  Statue  in  our  Taino  Flomeland 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Tau  Natiaos  Ah  Guaitiaos, 

Hello  Brothers  And  Friends, 

It  seems  that  the  a local  Mayor  in  Puerto  Rico  is 
bringing  a 300  Foot  tall  statue  of  Christopher  Columbus  in  our  Caribbean 
Island  homeland.  Our  latibonicu  tribe  has  sent  letters  of  protest  to  the 
Governor  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Catano,  Puerto 
Rico.  The  campaign  to  stop  this  monstrous  Columbus  statue  from  being 
shipped  from  the  Russian  Federation  in  Europe,  is  being  spear  headed  by 
the  joint  members  od  the  United  Confederation  of  Taino  People.  If  you 
care  to  help  us  Tainos,  we  ask  that  you  contact  Mr.  Roberto  Mucaro 
Borrero,  the  UCTP  Public  Relations  officer  at 
Internet  e-mail  at:  mayohuacan@yahoo.com  or  the  UCTP  Taino 
Confederation  e-mail  at:  uctpl493@yahoo.com 

Please  get  the  word  out  to  anyone  can  support  our  efforts  to  stop  the 
shipment  of  this  monstrous  statue  an  image  of  genocide  and  oppression 
for  all  Native  American  people  of  the  Americas. 

Respectfully, 

Duan  Antonio  Perez,  Webmaster  (Taino  Tribal  Web  Pages) 

The  Datibonicu'  Taino  Tribal  Caney  Longhouse 
(Datibonicu'  Taino  Tribal  Council  of  Arocoels  Elders) 
http://members.dandy.net/~orocobix/caney.html 

The  Taino  Tribal  Council  of  Datibonicu'  N3-US-Region 
(United  States  Regional  Office  of  Taino  Tribal  Affairs) 
http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/jatibonuco.html 

The  Taino  Tribal  Council  of  Datibonicu'  Boriken-Region 
(Boriken  "Puerto  Rico"  Datibonicu  Taino  Island  Tribe) 
http : //members .dandy.net/~orocobix/jatiboni . html 

+ Other  Official  Taino  Web  Pages  And  Associated  Webmasters  + 

The  Taino  Inter-Tribal  Council  Inc.  ND-US  Region 
(Educational  Branch  of  our  Datibonicu'  Taino  Tribe) 
http: //www. hartford-hwp. com/taino/ 

The  Taino  Indian  Land  Review  (TITC  Taino  Newsletter) 
http: //www. hartford-hwp. com/taino/ revista /re vista .html 
(Webmaster:  Prof.  Hains  Brown,  Hartford  Publishing  Inc.) 


The  United  Confederation  of  Taino  People 
(UCTP  Grand  Council  of  the  Taino  People) 
http: //www. indians . org/welker/UCTP-US/ 

The  Voice  of  The  Taino  People  (UCTP  Taino  Newsletter) 
http: //www. indians . org/welker/UCTP-US/lavoz . htm 
(Webmaster:  Mr.  Glenn  Welker,  Indigenous  Peoples  Literature) 

The  Artisans  of  Puerto  Rico  Home  Page 
http://members.dandy.net/~freddy/ 

(Webmaster:  Mr.  Wilfredo  Cayey  Alvarado) 
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Threat  to  Sovereignty  Sends  Tribes  to  Capitol 
By  William  Claiborne 
c.  Washington  Post 
September  10,  1998 

Indian  tribal  leaders  from  across  the  nation  gathered  in  the  Capitol 
yesterday  and  vowed  to  battle  proposed  legislation  that  they  say  would 
erode  their  right  of  self-determination,  including  a provision  approved 
by  the  Senate  Tuesday  night  that  would  apply  means-testing  to  wealthy 
tribes  receiving  federal  funds. 

Some  of  the  tribal  chiefs  who  attended  a strategy  meeting  before  fanning 
out  to  lobby  members  of  Congress  were  sharply  critical  of  an  agreement 
between  Sen.  Slade  Gorton  (R-Wash.),  the  Senate's  staunchest  opponent  of 
tribal  sovereignty,  and  Kevin  Gover,  assistant  interior  secretary  for 
Indian  affairs,  to  revise  federal  funding  formulas  to  take  into  account 
the  economic  self-  sufficiency  of  casino-rich  tribes.  Gorton  is  chairman 
of  a key  appropriations  subcommittee  that  controls  Interior  Department 
spending. 

Addressing  a group  of  chiefs  and  lobbyists  representing  about  150  tribes, 
Gover  said  he  did  the  best  he  could  to  weaken  a Gorton  amendment  to  the 
Interior  Department  appropriations  bill  that  would  have  redistributed 
federal  funding  from  the  top  10  percent  of  tribes  in  per  capita  income  to 
the  bottom  20  percent.  The  measure  was  aimed  at  reducing  federal 
allocations  to  tribes  such  as  the  Mashantucket  Pequots  of  Connecticut, 
whose  Foxwoods  Casino,  the  largest  in  North  America,  earns  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  a year. 

The  compromise,  endorsed  by  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  (R-Colo.), 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  acknowledges  that  tribes  with 
highly  successful  commercial  enterprises  such  as  casinos  have  achieved 
economic  self-  sufficiency  and  that  federal  funding  should  be  "more 
closely  aligned  with  those  tribes  having  the  greatest  relative  need." 

However,  the  new  language  excludes  from  the  calculation  of  tribal 
resources  all  income  derived  from  lands  and  natural  resources  held  in 
trust  by  the  federal  government  and  calls  for  a task  force  that  includes 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  tribal  leaders  to  work  out  a fair 
redistribution  formula  by  April  1,  1999. 

Alma  Ransom,  chief  of  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe  in  upstate  New  York, 
criticized  Gover  for  what  she  said  was  a failure  to  consult  with  tribal 
leaders  before  making  a deal  with  Gorton.  "You've  wasted  four  months  of 
work,"  she  said,  referring  to  previous  efforts  by  tribal  leaders  to 
derail  Gorton's  appropriations  rider. 

"If  you  succeed  in  knocking  it  out,  more  power  to  you,"  said  Gover,  a 
member  of  the  Pawnee  Tribe  of  Oklahoma. 


He  said  attempts  in  Congress  to  cut  appropriations  for  tribal  law 
enforcement  and  school  construction  are  an  even  greater  threat  to  Indians. 
"They  are  trying  to  hold  us  at  no  increase  when  they  know  we  don't  have 
enough/'  he  said. 

W.  Ron  Allen,  president  of  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians, 
urged  tribal  leaders  to  lobby  members  on  such  issues  as  an  appropriations 
amendment  that  would  delay  proposed  regulations  allowing  the  Interior 
Department  to  mediate  compacts  between  Indian  tribes  and  the  states  when 
negotiations  for  operating  casinos  break  down. 

Tribes  never  have  had  a stronger  presence  in  Washington  than  they  do  now. 
They  made  a record  $2  million  in  campaign  contributions,  mostly  to 
Democrats,  in  the  1996  election  and  more  recently  have  marshaled 
lobbyists  and  public  relations  specialists  to  defend  the  constitutionally 
protected  Indian  sovereignty. 

The  tribal  leaders  say  Congress  should  openly  debate  any  legislation 
affecting  treaties  that  assured  Native  Americans  the  right  of  self- 
government  rather  than  approving  "stealth  amendments"  to  appropriations 
bills. 
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Discrimination  Law  Covers  Tribes 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  BOB  EGELKO 
9/14/98 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (AP)  --  Indian  tribes  cannot  discriminate  against  one 
another  in  contracts  with  private  employers,  a federal  appeals  court  ruled 
Monday  in  the  case  of  a Hopi  Indian  who  said  he  was  denied  a job  because 
he  was  not  a Navajo. 

Federal  civil  rights  law  bans  discrimination  based  on  national  origin 
and  individual  tribes  are  viewed  historically  as  a "nation,"  the  9th  U.S. 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  said  in  a 3-0  ruling. 

Federal  law  gives  Indians  preferences  for  jobs  on  or  near  reservations, 
but  not  for  one  tribe  over  another. 

The  law  was  intended  to  "compensate  for  the  effects  of  past  and  present 
unjust  treatment,  not  ...  to  authorize  another  form  of  discrimination 
against  particular  groups  of  Indians,"  Dudge  Stephen  Reinhardt  wrote, 
overturning  a lower  court  ruling. 

The  discrimination  suit  was  brought  by  a Hopi,  Harold  Dawavendewa,  who 
said  he  scored  in  the  top  half  of  20  applicants  for  a job  at  a power  plant 
on  the  Navajo  Reservation  in  northeast  Arizona. 

The  plant's  operator,  the  Salt  River  Project,  was  required  by  its  lease 
with  the  Navajo  Nation  to  hire  Navajos  before  anyone  else  could  be 
considered  for  a job,  and  Dawavendewa  did  not  get  hired. 

John  Egbert,  lawyer  for  the  Salt  River  Project,  declined  to  comment  on 
the  ruling,  saying  he  had  not  seen  it.  The  Navajo  Nation  was  not  sued 
because  it  is  immune  from  suit  under  federal  employment  discrimination 
law. 
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Cherokees  accept  settlement 
By  Rob  Martindale 
Tulsa  World 
9/15/98 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Eight  fired  marshals  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  agreed  on  Monday 
to  a $95,500  cash  settlement  and  said  an  agreement  called  for  them  to 
receive  additional  compensation  from  the  tribe. 

The  marshals  were  dismissed  from  their  posts  after  they  conducted  a 
February  1997  raid  on  the  headquarters  of  Chief  3oe  Byrd,  seeking  evidence 
of  allegations  of  misuse  of  funds. 

After  the  firing  question  went  to  tribal  court,  the  marshals'  pay  was 
reinstated  at  one  point,  but  they  were  subsequently  taken  off  the  payroll 
a second  time. 

In  papers  filed  in  tribal  court  Monday,  the  marshals  said  each  "accepts 
the  partial  judgment"  ordered  last  Friday  by  Dwight  Birdwell,  chief 
justice  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  ludicial  Appeals  Tribunal. 

The  settlement  was  worked  out  between  attorneys  for  the  tribe  and  the 
fired  marshals  in  negotiations  led  by  Dulian  Fite  of  Muskogee,  a former 
state  prosecutor  who  was  named  a "special  master"  in  the  case. 

The  fired  marshals  had  brought  a lawsuit  against  the  Cherokee  Nation  in 
tribal  court. 

In  court  papers,  they  said  it  was  their  understanding  that  a "settlement 
agreement  requires  that  additional  compensation  is  to  be  paid  in  order  to 
achieve  a final  judgment  and  a final  resolution"  of  their  court  appeals. 

The  former  marshals  and  representatives  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  have 
"signed  and  committed  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  the  settlement  agreement," 
the  fired  officers  said  in  court  papers. 

The  partial  judgment  calls  for  Pat  Ragsdale,  director  of  the  fired 
marshal  service  to  be  paid  $18,000,  while  the  other  former  officers  would 
receive  from  $9,000  to  $11,600  for  former  deputy  director  Sharon  Wright. 

During  the  18-month  dispute  in  the  tribe,  the  Byrd  administration 
frequently  said  it  would  put  the  other  marshals  back  to  work  but  said 
Ragsdale's  termination  was  "non-negotiable. " 

In  his  order  last  week,  Birdwell  said  the  tribe  should  pay  the  partial 
judgment  by  Friday. 

Birdwell  said  he  will  enter  a final  judgment  on  Sept.  25  and  gave  the 
two  parties  until  that  time  "to  confer  in  good  faith  and  resolve  any 
discrepancies  as  to  the  balance  owed  appellants  based  upon  the  terms  of 
their  settlement  agreement." 

Since  the  February  1997  raid,  the  tribe  has  been  in  turmoil.  Several 
federal  agencies  are  conducting  probes,  and  the  Tribal  Council  has  split 
into  factions  for  and  against  the  Byrd  administration. 

— "RE:  Flathead  to  Discuss  Yellowstone  Bison"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Sep  1998  12:58:40  -0600 

From:  Wild  Rockies  InfoNet  <news@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Flathead  Tribal  Council  to  discuss  Yellowstone  Bison  issue 

>From  the  CharKoosta  News  (Ronan) 

Yellowstone  Bison  issue  to  be  discussed 

PABLO  --  The  Yellowstone  bison  issue  and  the  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  related  to  management  of  the  last  free  roaming  bison  in  America 
will  be  the  subject  of  a meeting  scheduled  for  Sept  10  at  2 p.m.  in  the 
Tribal  Council  Chambers  here. 

Federal  and  state  officials  are  expected  to  be  on  hand  to  take  comments 
related  to  their  jointly  prepared  EIS  and  its  proposed  management 
alternatives . 


Tribal  nations  and  Indian  groups  have  been  shut  out  of  the  process  to  this 
point.  However,  the  cowboys  have  not.  The  Montana  Livestock  Association  has 
been  vested  with  a veto  authority  over  any  actions  because  of  the  potential 
spread  of  brucellosis  by  infected  bison.  The  bison  originally  caught 
brucellosis  from  cattle;  however,  there  has  not  been  a documented  field 
case  of  reverse  transmission. 

Brucellosis  causes  cows  to  abort  calves.  It  can  only  be  spread  by  cattle 
eating  bison  placentas.  It  is  a rare  scenario;  however,  it  is  one  that 
manifested  itself  two  years  ago  when  the  intestines  of  more  than  1,100 
bison  killed  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  were  left  laying  when 
the  bison  were  gutted  out. 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  Indian  nations  and  other  interested  groups  have 
expressed  indignation  at  being  left  out  of  the  process,  and  opposition  to 
the  management  alternatives  proposed,  especially  the  preferred  alternative. 
The  alternatives  rely  too  heavily  on  bullet  management  and  politics,  not 
science,  the  tribal  groups  maintain. 

Tribes  such  as  the  Gros  Ventre  and  Assiniboine  tribes  of  the  Fort  Belknap, 
have  offered  the  use  of  their  land  to  hold  bison  in  quarantine,  and  to  use 
surplus  bison  to  supplant  existing  herds.  Others  have  suggested  lease 
changes  in  federal  and  state  lands  that  border  the  park,  acquiring  key 
migration  and  more  range  land,  and  vaccinating  the  cattle  against 
brucellosis,  among  other  things. 

Comments  will  be  accepted  until  Oct.  1.  Send  to:  National  Park  Service, 

P.0.  Box  2587,  Denver,  Co., 
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A commercial  logger  in  Labrador  will  be  taking  part  in  a Innu  experiment 
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Fred  Armstrong:  And  there's  a different  kind  of  wood  harvesting  taking 
place  on  a block  of  land  in  Labrador.  A commercial  logger  is  getting  ready 
to  cut  lumber  under  ecological  guidelines  set  by  the  Innu  Nation.  Conrad 
Lutes  reports. 

Conrad  Lutes:  Forty  kilometers  north  of  Goose  Bay  there's  a piece  of  land 
that's  called  the  L-free  block  on  forestry  maps.  The  province  has  given 
the  Innu  control  of  that  block  as  part  of  a unique  experiment.  In 
partnership  with  a local  wood  cutter,  they're  preparing  to  harvest  timber. 
But  rather  than  clear  cut,  the  Innu  are  only  allowing  thin  corridors  to  be 
cut.  Forester  Guy  Playfair  mapped  out  the  cutting  areas  for  the  Innu. 

Guy  Playfair:  The  distance  between  the  cover  of  the  trees  on  one  side  and 
the  cover  of  the  trees  on  the  other  side  is  designed  to  allow  animals  to 
pass  from  one  area  to  the  other  without  really  noticing  so  much  the  removal 
of  the  trees. 

Conrad  Lutes:  Playfair  says  areas  that  are  fragile  or  home  to  large 
populations  of  wildlife  are  also  being  protected.  Larry  Innes  is  an 
environmental  advisor  with  the  Innu  Nation.  He  says  clear  cutting  has 
become  the  harvesting  method  of  choice  in  this  province.  Innes  hopes  this 
experiment  can  change  that. 


Larry  Innes:  We're  hoping  that  we  can  show  that  you  can  still  have 


selective  wood  harvesting  operations  that  are  economically  viable  and 
ecologically  sound. 


Conrad  Lutes:  Innes  says  the  Innu  want  to  combine  commercial  possibilities 
with  a forest  that  features  good  growth  and  ecological  diversity.  Conrad 
Lutes,  CBC  News,  Happy  Valley-Goose  Bay. 


The  Innu  Experiment  Cut  Block  is  a new  kind  of  wood  harvesting  taking  place 
in  Labrador  - Interview  with  Guy  Playfair. 
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Mike  Power:  Well  did  you  know  that  there's  an  experiment  going  on  in  the 
forests  of  Labrador?  Forty  kilometers  down  Grand  Lake  Road  a parcel  of 
woodland  has  been  set  aside  for  a special  type  of  logging.  It's  called  the 
Innu  Experimental  Cut  Block  and  it's  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  A commercial  logger  will  be  allowed  to  cut  the 
wood,  but  he'll  have  to  follow  stringent  guidelines.  All  cutting  is  to  be 
monitored  to  protect  the  land  and  the  forest.  Guy  Playfair  is  the  forester 
hired  by  the  Innu  Nation  to  map  out  the  cut  block.  He  gave  Michael 
lohansen  a tour  of  his  woods  last  week. 

Michael  lohansen:  Why  do  you  stop  here?  What  did  you  want  to  show  me? 

Guy  Playfair:  This  over  here  is  the  area  that  was  partially  cut  last  year 
so  we  have  about  a 20  meter  opening  and  a path  that  goes  on  for  about  700 
meters  up  there.  The  distance  between  the  cover  of  the  trees  on  one  side 
and  the  cover  of  the  trees  on  the  other  side  is  designed  to  allow  animals 
to  pass  from  one  area  to  the  other  without  really  noticing  so  much  the 
removal  of  the  trees  in  the  middle.  And  the  cut  is  also  designed  so  that 
greater  pockets  of  trees  are  left  as  the  cut  trail  forks  to  provide  a base 
for,  hopefully,  regenerating  the  area.  This  are  was  surveyed  by  a couple 
of  guys  from  Sheshatshit.  The  Innu  Nation  forest  rangers  who  laid  the  area 
out  marked  off  a lot  of  ripe  areas  or  extreme  zones  to  protect  them,  steep 
terrain  and  other  features  that  we'd  like  to  protect  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  the  forest. 

Michael  lohansen:  Are  you  working  up  there  actually  choosing  the  trees? 
Have  you  done  that  up  there  or  are  you  working  elsewhere  for  that? 

Guy  Playfair:  All  through  it  pretty  well  the  regulations  state  for  this 
cut  block  that  a 20%  leave  rate  is  maintained.  So  that  means  20%  of  all 
forest  cover  is  left.  And  that  20%  must  include  good,  mature  trees  that 
are  useful  for  replenishing  the  area  and  maintaining  the  soil  so  it  is  not 
all  washed  away.  So  a contractor  cannot  get  away  with  saying,  "Okay,  we've 
left  20%",  and  when  you  look  at  the  20%  and  it's  all  tiny,  little  bent  up 
trees.  Well  here  we  are  at  the  stream  and  what  a nice  stream  it  is.  This 
stream  runs  from  the  bottom  of  the  block  on  the  road  right  up  to  the  top 
right  hand  corner.  If  you  can  imagine  the  block  as  a rectangle,  the  stream 
cuts  across  it  on  a diagonal  line.  Now  this  has  been  identified  as  a very 
key  feature  of  this  area.  The  block  is  on  a general  hill  where  everything 
pretty  well  drains  into  the  stream  and  it  also  has  a feeder  from  a marsh 
further  up  and  some  marshy  flats  in  the  middle,  which  are  what  we've 
decided  is  the  core  ecological  area  in  this  end  of  the  stream.  So  this 
area  must  be  protected.  Now  you  ask  me  what  is  experimental  about  this 
operation.  This  stream  being  a hot  spot  for  animal  life  and  that, 
everything  that  affects  the  stream  must  also  be  protected.  So  that  means  a 
good,  thorough  survey  of  all  areas  around  the  stream  and  back  up  to  the 
marsh  further  on  the  back  of  the  block. 

Michael  lohansen:  Does  that  mean  there's  no  cutting  done  in  the  vicinity 
this  stream? 


Guy  Playfair:  Well  that's  right.  This  area  of  the  block,  actually,  is 
quite  wet.  We  have  another  stream  that  comes  up  in  here  so  we  have  two 
buffer  zones.  A buffer  zone  being  the  protected  area,  the  ***  zone,  that 
is,  around  the  stream.  Here  we  have  a little  dry  spot.  The  tree  growth  is 
smaller.  So  it  looks  like  this  whole  piece  here  will  be  protected.  That 
is,  no  cutting  and  no  entrance.  What  we  are  trying  to  do  here  is  move  the 
operation  a little  bit  further  up  into  where  the  soil  isn't  so  moist,  where 
the  earth  has  a smaller  cooling  depth,  and  just  keep  - we  generally  keep 
operations  in  a place  where  sensitive  areas  like  this  can't  be  destroyed. 

I should  have  also  said  that  it's  not  just  the  question  of  wet  and  dry, 
it's  also  a question  of  individual  stand  characteristics,  which  is  one  of 
the  things  this  program  monitors.  Up  here  we  have  a fairly  stable  slope,  a 
lot  less  moist  than  around  the  stream  areas  back  there.  We  have  some  good 
sized  trees  because  we've  moved  into  another  stand  area  which  probably 
established  itself  at  a different  time  than  that  last  area  we  were  at. 
Keeping  that  in  mind,  perhaps  a stand  that  is  developing  could  be  left 
alone  and  a stand  that  has  reached  maturity  and  is  on  a good  area  could  be 
open  to  harvest. 

Michael  lohansen:  Let's  go  up  there.  Can  I go  up  there  and  have... 

Guy  Playfair:  Sure. 

Michael  lohansen:  A more  detailed  look?  Okay.  Okay  now,  if  you  were  up 
here  doing  a job,  what  would  you  be  doing,  what  would  you  be  looking  at? 

Guy  Playfair:  Well,  to  start  off,  I'd  look  at  the  ground  and  by  the  looks 
of  this  we've  got  what  they  call  feather  moths  and  this  stuff:  creeping 
snowberry,  bunchberry.  In  patches  here  we've  got  some  good  regeneration  of 
spruce,  so  that's  positive.  Now  up  in  the  air  with  the  trees,  mostly  we've 
got  an  even  aged  stand  of  probably  about  140  year  old  spruce  trees  here. 
There's  no  bakeapples,  which  are  common  to  wet  areas  and  no  sphagnum,  so 
the  site  is  not  really  wet.  So  it  would  be  this  strip  that  runs  along  the 
ridge  that  would  be  suitable  for  some  limited  cutting,  probably  in  a strip 
about  25  meters  wide  running  from  an  entrance  point  from  the  road  into  the 
woods.  Yes,  here  we  are  at  the  other  end  of  the  stream.  This  area  here 
gets  a lot  of  drainage  that  comes  down  to  this  marshy  band,  which  runs  back 
down  to  the  road.  We've  got  some  good,  strong,  healthy  trees.  This  is 
what  you  call  old  growth,  virgin  forest,  and  this  is  a useful  resource.  It 
provides  a little  bit  of  diversity  across  the  block.  So  we've  got  the 
smaller,  younger  stands  or  we've  got  some  old  stands,  which  didn't  make 
very  good  growth.  And  we've  got  this  super  productive  area  back  here, 
which  is  almost  like  a bank  account  that  if  something  else  goes  wrong  over 
there,  you've  still  got  this  to  repopulate  the  area  down  there.  So  this 
area,  this  is  preserved. 

Michael  lohansen:  Now  how  would  this  block  be  different  if  you  weren't 
here  and  there  wasn't  an  experimental  block? 

Guy  Playfair:  I think  that  it  might  suffer  death  from  1,000  wounds,  if  I 

could  use  that  expression.  If  you  pick  away  at  something  in  lots  of  little 

ways,  it  affects  the  integrity  of  the  whole  area.  I think  that  the 

opportunity  that  I have  for  on  site  monitoring  and  to  gather  as  much 

available  data  as  I can  is  part  of  the  start  of  looking  at  the  woods  in  a 
bit  greater  depth.  So  that's  an  essential  difference  of  the  project  right 
there . 

Michael  lohansen:  Thanks  Guy. 

Guy  Playfair:  Oh,  you're  welcome. 

Mike  Power:  And  Michael  lohansen  with  that  report  and  he  will  be  back 
tomorrow  with  part  two  of  that  report.  And  tomorrow  we'll  have  a look  at 
the  experimental  forestry  operation  and  we'll  here  about  the  nuts  and  bolts 
operation  of  the  deal  that  led  to  this  experiment  being  set  up  in  the  woods 


in  Labrador. 


A project  called  the  Innu  Experimental  Cut  Block  is  underway  in  forests  in 
Labrador  - Interview  with  Larry  Innes. 
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Mike  Power:  Well  40  kilometers  into  the  wilderness  down  Grand  Lake  Road  a 
forester  worker  for  the  Innu  Nation  is  mapping  a special  plot  of  woodland. 
Yesterday  Guy  Playfair  took  us  on  a tour  of  the  Innu  Experimental  Cut 
Block.  Now  we'll  be  hearing  from  an  official  of  the  Innu  Nation  about  why 
the  block  was  set  up.  Larry  Innes  is  an  environmental  advisor.  He  spoke 
with  Michael  lohansen. 

Michael  lohansen:  Mr.  Innes,  tell  me  about  the  Innu  experimental  cutting 
zone  there.  What's  the  purpose  of  it? 

Larry  Innes:  Well  basically,  it's  intended  to  provide  information  for  a 
management  planning  process  that  was  initiated  by  the  provincial 
government,  a process  in  which  the  Innu  Nation  is  participating.  Our 
objective  is  to,  through  a practical  trial,  to  try  and  determine  whether  or 
not  a more  ecologically  acceptable  form  of  harvesting  can  be  shown  to  be 
commercially  viable.  And  so  to  this  end  we  entered  into  an  arrangement 
with  both  the  Newfoundland  government  and  Labrador  Timber  Products  to 
operate  an  experimental  block  on  the  L3  Road. 

Michael  lohansen:  And  what's  happening  inside  that  block? 

Larry  Innes:  Well  right  now  it's  being  laid  out.  It's  being  pre-planned 
by  our  forestry  technician,  Guy  Playfair.  And  it  was  also  worked  on  last 
year  by  two  of  our  other  forestry  technicians,  Greg  Pone  and  Simon  Michel, 
under  the  direction  of  our  forestry  advisor.  Herb  Hammond..  And 
essentially  what  they  did  was  they  laid  out  a series  of  control  lines  on 
the  block  and  they've  identified  within  the  block  areas  that  are 
ecologically  sensitive,  and  these  include  riparian  areas  around  streams, 
wet  areas  where  harvesting  equipment  would  cause  damage,  as  well  as  areas 
within  the  block  that  are  ecologically  sensitive  in  that  they  either 
support  wildlife  habitat  or  they  support  unique,  ecologically  important  or 
fairly  rare  plant  communities.  And  the  block  has  all  been  ribboned  off  so 
when  the  operator  starts  work  on  the  block  it  will  be  very,  very  clear  to 
the  crews  where  they're  to  cut  and  where  they're  not  to  cut.  And  the 
cutting  will  be  quite  a bit  different  than  a standard  clear  cut  in  that  the 
openings  will  be  much  smaller  and  there  will  be  a lot  more  trees  left 
standing  when  they're  done. 

Michael  lohansen:  Why  did  you  pick  that  particular  parcel  of  land?  Any 
special  reason? 

Larry  Innes:  Well  basically,  it's  a block  that's  in  the  Newfoundland 
government's  schedule  for  operating  areas.  And  we  basically  just  allowed 
the  Newfoundland  government  to  identify  the  site.  Our  view  is  that  if  it 
can  work  on  this  site  it  can  probably  be  applicable  to  other  sites  in  other 
operating  areas  in  Labrador. 

Michael  lohansen:  So  eventually  this  experiment  will  be  extended  to  larger 
and  larger  pieces  of  land? 

Larry  Innes:  Well  the  intention,  actually,  is  to  treat  it  as  a pilot  and 
then  to  feed  the  results  of  the  experiment  back  into  the  management 
planning  process.  And  it's  our  hope  that  what  this  experiment  will  tell  us 
will  allow  some  harvesting  to  continue  in  Labrador.  I mean,  obviously, 
there's  an  important  economic  component  to  forestry  for  several  communities 
here.  But  at  the  same  time,  the  Innu  Nation  has  a strong  interest  in 


protecting  the  forest,  so  we're  trying  to  achieve  a level  of  compromise. 
It's  our  hope  that  the  methods  that  we're  pioneering  on  this  block  with 
Labrador  Timber  will  be  very  useful  inputs  into  the  management  planning 
process.  And  in  this  process,  which  is  a multi-stakeholder  planning 
process  that  involves  timber  interests,  the  operators,  it  involves  tourism, 
it  involves  Crown  lands,  it  involves  wildlife,  it  involves  the  Innu  Nation. 
And  it's  pretty  much  open  to  other  members  of  the  public  who  have  an 
interest  in  the  forest.  We  hope  that  the  results  of  this  experiment  will 
go  into  that  process  and  people  will  be  able  to  ask,  "Well  what  have  we 
achieved?"  And  we're  hoping  that,  you  know,  we  can  show  that,  you  can  have 
selective  wood  harvesting  operations  that  are  economically  viable  and 
ecologically  sound. 

Michael  Johansen:  What  would  you  consider  a failed  experiment? 

Larry  Innes:  If  we  don't  achieve  either  of  these  goals,  if  these  things 
don't  happen,  well,  we're  obviously  going  to  have  to  go  back  and,  you  know, 
learn  from  what  we've  done  here  with  the  goal  of,  perhaps  pursuing  another 
experiment  to  remedy  what  we've  failed  to  take  into  account  this  time 
around.  The  process  here  is  very  much  one  of  adaptive  management.  We  are 
trying  to,  through  these  small  experiments,  learn  more  about  how  to  manage 
human  activities  in  the  forest,  how  to  manage  harvesting  operations  so  that 
they  actually  improve,  both  from  the  perspective  of  ecological  protection 
and  also  from  the  perspective  of  economic  viability.  And  we  are  sort  of 
pursuing  different  possibilities  towards  those  goals.  We  hope  that  we  can 
improve  forest  management  in  Labrador. 

Michael  Johansen:  You  mentioned  that  Labrador  Timber  Products  is 
participating  in  this  experiment.  What  do  they  get  out  of  it? 

Larry  Innes:  Well  basically  they  get  access  to  that  block  of  wood.  In  the 
normal  course  of  permitting  in  Labrador,  until  this  management  plan  is 
completed,  no  additional  wood  can  be  allocated.  They  were  operating  under 
Newfoundland  government's  standards  on  another  block.  What  they  get  by 
participating  in  this  experiment  is  the  opportunity  to  harvest  some 
additional  wood  under  some  very  stringent  standards. 

Michael  Johansen:  So  otherwise  they  wouldn't  get  any  more  wood? 

Larry  Innes:  That's  correct. 

Michael  Johansen:  Is  this  experiment  being  conducted  anywhere  else? 

Larry  Innes:  Basically  we're  taking  it  one  step  at  a time.  We're  trying 
to,  in  terms  of  the  design  of  our  standards,  take  into  account  experiments 
which  are  conducted  in  similar  forests  that  also  are  in  Canada.  So,  you 
know,  we're  certainly  not  starting  with  a blank  slate  here.  We're  trying 
to  take  into  account  the  best  sites  and  the  best  practical  experience  from 
other  model  forests  and  other  trials  of  this  nature  and  to  incorporate  them 
into  the  Labrador  context.  And,  you  know,  on  the  basis  of  what  we  know 
about  forests,  we  think  that  barring  something  unforeseen,  that  this 
experiment  will  be  a success.  But  it  is  an  experiment  so  obviously  we're 
going  to  wait  to  see  what  the  results  are. 

Michael  Johansen:  Okay.  Well  thanks  very  much  for  this. 

Larry  Innes:  You're  very  welcome. 

Mike  Power:  Larry  Innes  is  an  environmental  advisor  with  the  Innu  Nation 
in  Labrador. 
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A thought  for  the  day  - on  the  subject  of  Elders  and  Native  values 


The  role  of  the  Elders  in  indigenous  societies  is  interesting,  and 
inspires  many  contrasting  thoughts  - all  of  which  are  of  value  to  those 
of  us  in  "the  industrial  world",  where  values  and  realpolitik  about  how 
we  respect,  relate  to  and  treat  our  elderly  are  very  different. 

My  comments  and  thoughts  on  this  subject  relate  mainly  to  the  Inuit 
peoples  of  the  Arctic,  though  I am  sure  that,  with  exceptions,  these 
ideas  apply  to  other  indigenous  societies. 

In  many  ways  - the  role  of  the  Elders  is  the  foundation  for  the  truly 
classless  yet  peaceful  society.  All  living  creatures  need  a hierarchy  - 
and  even  if  they  don't  need  it,  if  they  don't  have  it,  they  create  it. 

Before  indigenous  peoples  had  contact  with  the  outside  world  - or  at 
least  the  White  man  and  the  concept  of  the  sovereign  state,  the  only 
true  and  pervading  status  in  native  society  was  that  of  Elder. 

Without  a cash  economy  - there  could  be  no  status  based  on  material 
wealth.  Without  land  ownership,  there  could  be  no  status  based  on 
property  (real  estate).  Without  warring  factions,  there  could  be  no 
status  based  on  warrior  success.  But  humans  need  some  form  of  status  - 
something  to  respect  and  aspire  to,  values  personified. 

What  options  were  open  to  Inuit  communities?  The  only  true  test  of  human 
quality  is  how  we  treat  each  other  - and  for  the  hunting  society  that 
implies,  how  well  an  adult  is  able  to  take  responsibility  for 
themselves,  their  children,  their  aged  parents,  and  their  extended 
family  or  community. 

Such  a human  quality  is  dependent  on  two  factors  - the  will  to  live  as  a 
responsible,  caring,  tolerant  and  wise  human  being,  and  the  ability  to 
use  that  will  in  practice.  Both  of  these  qualities  were  traditionally 
related  to  subsistence  activities  - finding,  hunting,  and  killing 
animals,  fish  and  birds  to  provide  clothing,  food,  light  and  heat. 

Short  lived  success  was  not  enough  to  prove  the  worth  of  the  hunter.  The 
true  Great  Hunter  had  to  show  first  that  he  could  follow  his  elders  and 
learn  from  them,  later  that  he  could  pass  this  knowledge  onto  his 
children.  Hunting  skill  is  not  about  the  size  of  the  catch  (although  in 
bad  years  that  is  important)  it  is  about  the  values  - hunting  wisely, 
respecting  and  understanding  the  hunted  beast  and  the  land  which  is  the 
cradle  of  life  for  the  beast  and  the  hunter  alike,  protecting  the 
children  from  the  dangers  of  the  natural  environment,  teaching  them  to 
survive,  and  - by  example  - staying  alive  in  the  process. 

Such  qualities  are  not  acquired  overnight  - they  demand  time  - and 
patience.  Only  with  time  could  an  individual  prove  his  abilities  and 
human  qualities,  and  achieve  the  recognition  of  his  people.  Thus 
becoming  an  elder.  There  were  no  "short  cuts"  to  such  promotion  - no 
"academic  route"  or  political  or  economic  influence  which  could  be 
brought  to  bear,  thus  speeding  up  the  "career"  of  the  hunter. 

In  many  ways,  such  values  survived  in  Europe  and  the  US  until  quite 
early  this  century  - in  fact  many  of  these  values  were  still  evident  in 
England  when  I was  a child  in  the  60's.  Respect  for  the  elders,  the 
value  of  their  wisdom  was  not  (only)  a reactionary  mindset  maintained  to 
keep  children  and  youth  in  their  place  (Although  one  did  hear  "Small 
children  should  be  seen  and  not  heard")  - it  was  a valid  part  of  our 
culture  - we  recognised  that  our  elders  had  the  experience  of  years 
behind  them,  from  which  we  could  benefit. 

Industrialisation  and  human  mobility  changed  that  for  us  - we  started 
studying,  working  and  marrying  out  of  our  communities,  establishing  new 
lives  for  ourselves  in  early  adulthood,  lives  in  which  there  was  no 
place  for  our  parents  or  grandparents  - except  on  the  occasional  Sunday 
afternoon.  We  developed  a welfare  state,  in  which  the  collective 
responsibility  of  the  small  community  - village,  tribe,  clan,  extended 
family  - became  replaced  by  the  collective  responsibility  of  entire 
nations . 


No  longer  did  we  have  to  suffer  the  pain  of  seeing  our  parents  grow  old 
and  senile,  of  reversing  roles  to  nurse  them  as  they  once  nursed  us.  We 
found  new  values  - entertainment,  sport,  and  a form  of  personal  egoism 
which  kept  us  too  busy  to  respect  and  honour  our  elders.  Gradually,  our 
world  grew  up  knowing  that  this  was  the  way  such  matters  were  organised 
- normality. 

Without  the  elders  to  take  their  role  in  the  family  - and  to  contribute 
in  the  many  ways  which  elders  can  - helping  in  the  home,  advising  the 
young  and  the  youngest,  and  passing  on  the  traditions  and  values  - we 
had  to  construct  new  structures  - schools,  kindergartens,  and  the  like, 
to  replace  them. 

This  is  not  only  a "white  man's  problem"  - even  in  native  societies, 
this  gradual  development  is  taking  place. 

We  have  lost  the  true  value  of  our  elders  - we  have  lost  the  things 
which  they  can  give  us.  Parents  must  now  deliver  a fully-baked  18  yr. 
old  adult  into  the  world,  and  then  stand  back  and  let  him  or  her  live 
his  own  life.  How  many  of  us,  at  the  age  of  40  or  50,  consult  with  our 
parents  when  making  vital  decisions  about  careers,  children,  marriage, 
religion,  nature.  No  - we  may  ask  for  financial  advice  - especially  if 
it's  accompanied  by  financial  help  - but  otherwise,  we  know  our  world 
better. 

But  do  we?  Can  a state  education  system  and  the  media  - especially 
television,  replace  the  upbringing  that  the  elders  can  offer  their 
children.  OK  many  of  the  elders  know  little  of  technology,  the  internet, 
or  the  stock  market,  but  they  know  a lot  about  life,  about  the  real 
issues  which  should  govern  human  decision  making.  They  have  made  their 
mistakes,  and  can  look  back,  and  ask  themselves  if  it  was  worth  it,  if 
what  they  did  or  chose  to  do  was  right.  And  they  can  answer  that 
question  with  the  confidence  of  years. 

That  does  not  mean  that  every  society  should  always  ask  for  and  always 
follow  the  advice  of  the  elders  - but  asking  for  help  and  advice  is  the 
best  way  of  admitting  that  one  maybe  isn't  totally  prepared  or  equipped 
to  make  a decision  - and  that  admission  is  often  a good  foundation  for 
listening  to,  and  following  good  advice. 

We  have  many  experts  who  can  advise  us  - but  most  of  these  have  a vested 
interest  in  the  decisions  we  reach.  Our  elders  have  a more  untarnished 
motivation  for  speaking  the  truth. 

Our  problem  is  that  our  society  can  only  solve  today's  problems  by 
growth  - economic  growth,  population  growth,  development.  We  cannot 
stand  still.  But  growth  for  today  makes  problems  for  tomorrow  - problems 
which  our  children  may  not  thank  us  for.  One  symptom  of  growth  and  the 
quest  for  same  is  education  - an  admirable  and  valueable  human  right, 
but  also  a political  tool  for  meddling  with  the  system  so  that  growth 
results,  making  children  into  adults,  who  produce  sellable,  billable, 
useable  results  earlier  and  earlier. 

When  I was  a child,  I regarded  40  as  old  and  50  as  ancient.  I did  not 
expect  to  reach  any  position  of  social  or  professional  responsibility 
until  I reached  at  least  40,  and  did  not  expect  to  peak  until  well  past 
50.  I grew  up  understanding  that  childhood,  and  education  are  not 
finished  at  18,  but  continue,  throughout  life. 

But  as  the  world  changes,  and  the  young  generation  faces  issues, 
problems  and  opportunities  which  their  elders  did  not  have,  and  as  the 
peak  of  professional  ambition  lowers  to  below  30,  it  becomes  easy  to 
discard  the  wisdom  of  the  elders  as  a thing  of  the  past. 

But  remove  all  the  symbols  of  status  and  class  - consider  a world  where 
we  once  again  had  to  live  off  the  basic  resources  around  us,  and  within 
us,  and  the  values  of  our  elders  would  once  again  become  urgent  and 
relevant . 

So  does  my  understanding  Windows98  render  the  lifetime  of  experience  of 
my  parents  obsolete?  Does  my  speaking  several  languages  render  my 
mother's  stories  and  memories  useless?  Does  material  wealth  and  security 
mean  that  I no  longer  need  to  know  how  to  make  a piece  of  meat  last  a 
week?  Does  owning  a GPS  receiver  make  it  unnecessary  to  understand  the 
weather,  the  landscape,  and  the  seasons? 

I would  say  no.  I would  say  that  our  world  has  forgotten  many  things 


which  the  native  world  is  fortunate  to  have  retained.  I hope  that 
through  my  work  as  a journalist  on  Native  Arctic  issues,  I may  show  my 
world  - or  at  least  my  child,  the  value  of  a lifelong  experience,  of  an 
awareness  of  the  unchanging  foundations  of  our  existence  - the  land,  the 
air,  the  sea,  the  wind  and  weather,  the  sun  and  stars;  and  the  value  of 
stories  told  and  retold  - not  by  professional  storytellers  like  myself, 
but  by  people  who  were  there,  who  felt  and  understood  the  meaning  of  the 
moment . 

The  Elders  are  not  "holy"  - without  responsibility  or  choice.  They,  like 
me,  must  accept  and  embrace  the  changing  world,  and  accept  that  that 
world  has  made  it  possible  for  Elders  to  become  older  and  greater  in 
number.  In  turn,  we  must  accept,  that  the  benefits  of  development  which 
we  and  our  elders  have  harvested  (often  at  great  personal  cost)  give  us 
the  responsibility  to  wait  for  our  turn  before  wanting  the  privileges  of 
Elderhood  - and  to  respect,  honour  and  value  their  lives  in  the 
meantime . 

Only  natives  can  teach  us  that  again.  I sincerely  hope  - and  believe  - 
that  it  is  not  yet  too  late. 

So  "what  can  I do?"  you  may  ask.  The  way  is  clear  - turn  off  the 
television,  close  the  door,  sit  down  with  your  child,  and  tell  them  a 
story,  then  another,  then  another.  Every  day.  Tell  them  about  their 
childhood,  your  childhood,  your  parents  childhood  - lest  they  forget  it. 
The  rest  will  follow. 

Adrian  Redmond 

Channel  6 Television  Denmark  is  currently  producing  a four  part 
documentary  television  series  about  industrial  development  in  Alaska 
seen  from  the  native  perspective  - the  series  - with  the  working  title 
"Native  Experience"  is  commissioned  by  the  Home  Rule  Government  of 
Greenland,  and  is  under  production  on  location  in  Alaska  in  the  autumn 
of  1998  and  the  spring  of  1999,  ready  for  release  in  English,  Danish  and 
Inuit  languages  late  in  1999.  Adrian  Redmond  is 
writer/director/cameraman  for  this  production. 

(c)  Adrian  Redmond  / Channel  6 Television  - 1998 
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I would  like  to  suggest  that  we  begin  with  these  ideas,  and  they  are  from 
Paula  Gunn  Allen's  essay  *-  which  you  will  find  below. 

1.  that  this  worldview  is  about  our  people  *-*  meaning 

your  people  are  your  people  by  blood  and  also  whoever' s around  you  at  the 
moment.  That's  your  job.  You  have  no  choice.... 

2.  I think  the  white  man's  rage  against  the  Indians  is  against  this 
female  force.  I've  never  believed  it  was  for  land,  because  there's  too 
much  land  still  not  being  used.  And  Idon't  think  it  was  about  money 
because  the  Indians  didn't  want  the  gold.  I think  itwas  allthe  powerful 
women  we  had;  their  connection  with  the  gods  and  the  spirits  just  scared 
the  bejeezis  out  of  the  whites. 

I heard  that  Native  American  women  are  having  a difficult  time  getting 
back  in  touch  with  this  primoridal  tradition. 
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Abstract:  A Laguna  Pueblos  Indian  explains  how  her  religion  is  centered 
around  the  female  goddess  'Grandmother  Spider. ' All  objects  in  nature  are 
given  either  male  or  female  identities. 
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Adam  Phillips  interviewed  Wendy  Doniger  in  WER  #71  ("Public  Myths, 
Private  Dreams"),  and  has  a continuing  interest  in  Goddess  spirituality. 
Phillips  traveled  around  the  US  in  1988,  conducting  interviews  for 
"Goddess  in  the  USA,"  a National  Public  Radio  documentary  (reviewed  on  p. 
61  of  this  issue).  He  interviewed  Paula  Gunn  Allen  in  October,  1988;  the 
following  article  is  excerpted  from  the  transcript  of  that  conversation. 

Paula  Gunn  Allen,  the  daughter  of  a Lebanese  father  and  a Laguna/Sioux 
mother,  grew  up  on  a New  Mexico  land  grant  next  to  the  Laguna  reservation. 
A preeminent  literary  critic,  editor  and  poet,  she  teaches  English  at  UCLA 
Keep  in  mind  that  this  is  the  edited  transcript  of  an  interview,  not  a 
prose  composition;  for  a taste  of  Allen's  writing,  see  the  excerpts  from 
Grandmothers  of  the  Light,  pp.  46-47.  --Howard  Rheingold 

For  the  Laguna  Pueblos,  everything  has  male  and  female  manifestations. 
Rocks  and  hard  things,  salt,  crystals,  cohesiveness,  and  thought  are 
female.  The  soft  gardener's  rain  that  goes  slowly  into  the  earth  and 
waters  everything:  that's  female  rain.  Male  is  the  rain  that  goes  Wham! 
and  runs  down  the  arroyos.  It's  wonderful  and  terribly  exciting,  but  then 
it's  gone.  Female  lightning  is  sheet  lightning  that  fills  everything.  Male 
lightning  is  the  jagged  arrow,  the  bolt.  The  female  seems  to  be  more 
inclusive,  and  it's  always  big.  The  female  never  dies;  the  male  is  born 
and  dies.  And  both  things  are  true.  Things  are  always  coming  into  being 
and  passing  away.  That's  male.  But  things  are  always  staying  right  where 
they  are  in  a sense,  and  that's  female.  Men  are  warriors  because  it's 
important  to  them  to  go  out  and  keep  testing  their  transitoriness.  I don't 
think  it's  that  men  get  to  do  all  the  exciting  things  and  women  have  to  do 
all  the  dull  things.  That's  not  how  my  grandma  thought.  In  America,  the 
ones  who  get  on  radio  and  TV  and  get  to  be  president  are  the  men,  and 
they've  convinced  us  that's  really  important.  But  at  Laguna  it  was 
important,  maybe  more  important,  to  grind  the  corn  and  feed  everybody. 

Where  I come  from,  the  earth  is  female;  you  look  at  the  landscape  and 
it's  stone  mesas,  it's  vast  and  huge  and  terrifying  powerful.  Unlike 
England,  which  is  gentle  and  tiny  and  sweet  and  lovely.  Now  Mother  Earth 
is  going  to  mean  a very  different  thing  in  England  from  what  it's  going  to 
mean  in  New  Mexico.  You're  looking  at  these  enormous  mountains  and  these 
vast  plains,  where  in  the  old  days  before  smog  you  could  see  150  miles. 

Where  I come  from,  God  is  a woman.  To  understand  native  people  you  have 
to  understand  female  force,  female  intelligence  in  native  systems.  It  is 
tribal  and  female-focused  or  female-centered.  It's  not  about  all  these 
tough  women  who  beat  up  on  men.  It's  about  balance  and  mutual  respect  and 
reciprocal  obligation.  Our  relationship  to  the  Animal  People  and  to  the 
Spirit  People  is  reciprocal.  Where  I come  from,  God  who  is  the  woman  is 
not  Mother  Earth,  but  Grandmother  Spider.  We  don't  call  her  Mother  Earth. 
We  call  her  I-yati-kooh  or  Corn  Woman.  Before  her,  in  the  beginning,  there 
was  Thought  Woman;  she  had  two  medicine  bundles,  and  in  each  of  these 
bundles  was  a woman,  a spirit,  a god.  And  each  of  these  God  women  had 
sacred  bundles.  And  the  Spider  sang  them  into  life.  She's  not  their  mother 
She's  their  sister!  It's  about  sisters.  Into  their  bundles,  they  sing  the 
heavens,  the  firmament,  the  languages,  the  mountains,  the  rivers,  and  all 
that  into  being. 

I think  the  white  man's  rage  against  the  Indians  is  against  this  female 
force.  I've  never  believed  it  was  for  land,  because  there's  too  much  land 
still  not  being  used.  And  I don't  think  it  was  about  money  because  the 
Indians  didn't  want  the  gold.  I think  it  was  all  the  powerful  women  we 
had;  their  connection  with  the  gods  and  the  spirits  just  scared  the 
bejeezis  out  of  the  whites. 


But  for  us  it's  not  just  reducible  to  gender.  Gender  has  to  have  a 
multiplicity  of  parts  because  the  universe  is  multiple.  There  are  never 
just  two  stars  or  two  planets.  There  are  probably  millions  of  genders.  I 
can  only  think  of  a few  because  I'm  not  as  big  as  Grandmothers  is,  I'm 
just  not  as  smart  as  she  is.  The  people  who  have  congress  with  spirits 
don't  think  that  pregnancy  comes  about  as  a consequence  of  fucking,  for 
example.  They  figure  there  has  to  be  something  else  going  on  because  a 
woman  doesn't  get  pregnant  every  time  she  has  sex:  a very  rational 
position  in  a way. 

The  magic  I know  is  about  medicine  and  ritual.  Nothing  goes  on  that's 
economic,  political,  or  material  because  there's  really  no  such  thing. 
That's  a white  fantasy.  It's  about  the  power  to  sing,  the  power  to  make. 
Spider  Woman  is  the  only  one  who  can  make.  We  make  what  she  lets  us  make. 

If  we  sing  and  if  we  walk  in  a balanced  way,  we  can  make  sacred,  which  is 
to  remember  that  it's  all  about  the  Spirit.  I'm  not  making  much  sense  in 
English,  am  I? 

In  the  only  depiction  I've  ever  seen,  she  looks  like  a hawk  with  a 
woman's  face.  She  created  everything:  architecture,  social  systems, 
religion,  human  relationships,  language.  You  name  it,  she  set  it  out.  And 
there's  a sense  of  affection  and  love. 

When  you  use  power  you're  using  her  power  because  that's  the  only  power 
there  is.  Political  and  economic  power  come  about  as  a consequence  of 
spiritual  power.  The  word  magic  sounds  bad  but  it's  more  accurate. 

She  lives  in  Shepop,  the  place  of  origins.  It's  like  the  underpinnings 
of  the  universe  where  the  Four  Rivers  come  together,  the  four  rivers  of 
life.  Doesn't  it  all  sound  Celtic?  Don't  ask  me  how  everyone  comes  up  with 
the  same  system.  There's  two  possibilities.  One  is  what  what 
anthropologists  call  "spontaneous  diffusion,"  and  the  other  is  that 
they're  all  talking  about  the  same  reality. 

My  house  here.  I got  my  house  because  Grandmother  gave  it  to  me.  Not 
because  I was  a good  girl,  and  she  wanted  to  be  nice  to  me.  It  doesn't 
work  that  way.  I think  I'm  doing  all  these  things  that  are  my  bright  idea, 
but  they're  hers  because  she  dreams. 

Sounds  like  predestination,  but  where  I live  everything  is  fluid.  It's 
all  constantly  forming  and  reforming  and  dissolving  and  resolving  all  the 
time.  It's  always  open-ended.  Because  Spider  dreams.  She  advises  I-yati- 
kooh  and  I-yati-kooh  tells  the  Elders  and  connects  them  and  the  people, 
like  the  body  of  the  spider  connects  her  six  legs.  Hard  to  explain  but  if 
you  listen  to  how  your  heart  works  and  how  your  throat  knows,  then  you 
know  what  I mean.  "It's  like  cooking  dinner.  There's  something  in  the 
hands,  in  the  eyes.  It's  very  practical  magic.  You  don't  need  to  go  dance 
under  the  stars  and  howl  under  the  moon.  Where  I come  from  you  take  care 
of  the  seeds,  you  cook  the  meals,  you  make  some  pottery,  you  take  care  of 
the  kids,  you  gossip  with  your  friends.  But  you  never  forget  where  you  are 
and  what  it  is  that  you're  doing.  You're  always  attentive.  If  you  live 
that  way,  then  everything'll  go  along  fine.  And  if  you  don't  it  won't. 

What  does  fine  mean?  It  means  you  have  peace  in  your  heart.  It  doesn't 
mean  you  don't  get  old  or  you  don't  have  pain,  it  doesn't  mean  you  don't 
die.  It  just  means  that  your  heart  is  peaceful. 

Americans  want  peace  in  their  hearts,  but  tend  to  think  that  means  a VCR. 
You  have  to  walk  in  beauty.  There's  beauty  everywhere  around  me  all  the 
time.  For  example,  people  say  "New  York  City?  Yuk!"  But  New  York  City  is 
utterly  beautiful!  And  it's  especially  beautiful  when  you  realize  the 
cockroaches  made  it.  Grandmother  dreamed.  Who  am  I to  say  "Grandmother! 

You  shouldn't  have!"?  Grandmother  is  telling  a story.  And  her  story  has 
Oakland  and  New  York  in  it.  And  she  gets  a big  kick  out  of  it. 

You  have  to  respect  her,  you  have  to  care  for  yourself  and  you  have  to 
care  for  your  people.  Your  people  are  your  people  by  blood  and  also 
whoever's  around  you  at  the  moment.  That's  your  job.  You  have  no  choice. 
Well,  you  could  choose  not  to  do  it,  but  you're  going  to  be  miserable,  and 
most  human  beings  don't  want  to  be  miserable. 

White  people  have  always  thought  of  Indians  as  stupid.  Maybe  it  was  our 
uncritical  acceptance  of  what  is.  "Here's  rain!  Okay!"  "Here's  drought! 
Okay!"  It's  not  uncritical.  We  have  a lot  of  deep  intense  conversations. 

You  can  discuss  but  you  can't  complain.  You  maintain  a friendly  calm 


demeanor  no  matter  what  is  going  on. 

You're  not  beautiful  in  your  heart  when  you're  in  conflict.  Think  about 
it.  Western  Civ  thrives  on  conflict.  Every  story,  poetry,  every 
advertisement  is  about  conflict.  We  want  a lot  of  intensity,  but  this  is 
not  for  the  Lagunas. 

I think  of  Grandmother  Spider  as  old  but  not  aged.  The  term 
"Grandmother"  connotes  respect  because  she  knows  something  that  I don't 
know.  Trees  are  grandmother  and  grandfather  because  they're  really  old  and 
they  know  a lot.  And  a lot  of  the  animals  are  called  grandmother  and 
grandfather.  This  is  very  different  from  the  Western  view,  where  we  say 
animals  are  dumber  than  us  and  we  should  just  forget  plants  because  they 
don't  have  any  intelligence  at  all! 

Where  I come  from  rocks  are  smart.  It  reminds  me  that  I'm  not  very  smart 
We're  the  youngest.  We  don't  know  anything.  It's  important  to  be 
respectful  because  survival  as  a community  and  as  a people  depends  on 
knowledge.  Mind  you,  Indian  systems  are  about  information.  They  love 
information.  Pueblo  culture  is  about  intelligence. 

Without  knowledge  we  can't  interact,  can't  walk  in  beauty  and  maintain 
balance,  because  beauty  is  the  fact!  The  earth,  the  universe,  the  galaxy 
are  beautiful.  Their  fundamental  identity  is  beauty.  If  you  walk  in  beauty 
you  know  who  you  are.  And  if  you're  not  in  beauty  then  you're  sick. 

She  has  this  weird  sense  of  humor.  She  likes  to  make  stories,  and  she 
likes  to  make  jokes,  and  she  likes  to  complicate  things  and  she  likes 
people  to  act  silly.  She  also  likes  them  to  act  respectful,  but  basically 
she  just  has  a heck  of  a good  time.  And  that's  important.  You  can't  be 
alive  if  you're  not  having  a good  time.  One  thing  about  the  Goddess 
movement  that  makes  me  a little  nervous  is  that  it's  all  so  blooming 
serious!  You  can't  walk  in  beauty  if  you  don't  laugh  and  have  a good  time. 

The  Earth  is  alive  and  it's  a she  alive  and  she  is  very  smart  and  she 
loves  us  and  she  wants  us  to  love  her.  And  loving  her  means  taking  care  of 
your  garden  or  loving  your  children  or  going  upstairs  and  taking  a 
wonderful  bubble  bath  so  that  you  will  feel  good.  That's  what  matters. 
Pleasure  is  terribly  important.  You  can't  walk  in  balance  if  you're 
miserable.  If  you're  torturing  yourself,  you're  miserable.  And  if  you're 
miserable,  you're  making  the  planet  sick.  That's  why  you  have  to  stay 
peaceful  in  your  heart:  if  you're  negative  you're  making  her  sick.  If  you 
want  her  to  get  well,  then  you  have  to  get  happy. 

--  End  -- 

"RE : Help  Needed  in  Rapid  City"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Sep  1998  23:20:16  -0400 
From:  David  Hendren  <dhendren@MINT.NET> 

Sub j : Help  needed  in  Rapid  City 

UUCP  email 

Earlier  this  summer  Darell  Young,  a Lakota  youth,  escaped  from  the  Rapid 
City  3ail.  If  his  treatment  since  his  return  to  custody  is  any  indicator, 

I don't  blame  him  for  squeezing  through  an  eight  inch  window  and  dropping 
two  stories  to  get  away.  He  is  being  denied  his  medication,  kept  isolated 
and  tortured.  And  it  doesn't  end  there,  when  Darrell  was  returned  to  the 
jail,  his  personal  effects  were  gone  from  the  property  room,  which  is  the 
responsibility  of  Captain  Anderson  and  Sgt.  Severson.  Some  where  along  the 
line.  Administrator  Scott  Schuft  has  allowed  these  incidents  and  the 
mayor  of  Rapid  City,  3im  Shaw,  denies  any  problems.  Ignorance  is  a real 
problem,  Darrell  has  some  tattoos  on  his  stomach  that  show  his  pride  in 
his  heritage,  one  says  "Lakota  Pride"  while  the  other  is  the  "Trails  End", 
the  states  attorney  swears  they're  gang  tattoos.  Darrell'  s mom,  Carol 
Hatton  is  hard  of  hearing  and  often  uses  sign  language  and  when  Darrell 
signed  back,  the  states  attorney  said  they  were  gang  signing.  At  one  point 
upwards  of  ten  corrections  officers  grabbed  him,  shackled  him,  held  his 
eyes  open  and  sprayed  him  with  pepper  spray.  They  then  left  him  shackled 
for  three  hours  with  the  burning  chemicals  in  his  eyes  and  on  his  face. 
During  this  time  he  was  taunted  by  these  goons  with  badges  even  though  he 


was  pleading  with  them  to  wash  his  eyes  out.  During  this  three  hour  period 
his  mother  attempted  to  visit  him  and  was  told  that  he  was  refusing  all 
visitors.  The  pepper  spray  has  been  used  against  Darrell  several  times 
since  then,  and  combined  with  the  isolation  and  limited  food  he  finally 
agreed  to  plead  the  way  the  D.  A.  wanted  him  to.  When  his  mother  asked 
him  why,  he  stated  that  he  just  wanted  to  stop  the  torture.  His  attorney 
has  proven  to  be  useless  as  he  only  works  when  he  gets  money  and  at  the 
moment  that  is  scarce.  He  pled  on  Friday  and  goes  before  Dudge  Tice  on 
Monday.  I would  certainly  call  physical  and  psychological  torture  a 
problem  and  one  that  must  be  dealt  with  swiftly,  leaving  no  doubt  that  we 
will  not  tolerate  this  abuse  any  longer.  If  the  justice  system  will  not 
abide  by  it's  own  laws  we  must  make  them  responsible  for  their  misdeeds. 

The  American  Indian  Movement  office  in  Rapid  City  is  asking  for  the 
support  of  all  nearby  AIM  offices  and  chapters  in  this  matter. 

Let's  do  something  about  this! 

The  Seventh  Circle 

http : //www. geocities . com/Heart land/ Pointe/7293/ index . html 

— "RE:  Hailed  Logging  Blocker"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Sep  1998  15:17:01  -0400 
From:  Dayna  <dchapman@envirolink. org> 

Sub j : help  needed 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
Hello,  this  is  a message  from  Winnie  Hagodics. 

This  morning,  my  husband  Gilbert  Chingee  was  arrested  for  blocking  a 
logging  road  to  defend  the  last  intact  valley  in  Tsek'ehne  territory. 
Gilbert's  family  has  used  Colbourne  Valley  since  time  immemorial  for 
hunting,  food  gathering,  medicines,  and  spiritual  healing.  On  Tuesday, 
August  25,  the  Canadian  Government  granted  an  injunction  to  Carrier  Lumber 
Ltd.  to  remove  Gilbert  from  the  valley-  his  own  land! 

We  need  your  help  to  defend  this  last  valley.  Eighteen  of  the  nineteen 
watersheds  in  our  territory  have  already  been  lost. 

We  need: 

money-  all  of  our  costs  have  been  covered  out  of  our  pockets.  Our  huge 
phone/fax  bill,  our  gas  back  and  forth  from  Colbourne  Valley  to  Prince 
George,  all  of  this  has  left  us  broke.  If  someone  wanted  to  help  us  out 
with  a fundraiser,  we'd  be  glad  to  give  them  any  additional  information 
they  need. 

people-  we  have  not  given  up  our  fight  for  the  Colbourne.  We  desperately 
need  more  people  on  site  as  soon  as  possible.  Please  call  for  directions  if 
you  can  come  up  here-  if  you  can  make  it  to  our  house,  arrangements  can  be 
made  to  get  a ride  to  Colbourne  Valley.  Please  note:  this  is  a non-violent 
blockade.  Also,  it  is  drug  and  alcohol  free. 

lawyer-  Gilbert  is  in  jail,  and  needs  legal  advice.  Please  call  me  if  you 
know  any  lawyers. 

Please  call  (250)  750-4557  for  more  information. 

Dayna  § 

Forest  Action  Network 
Box  625,  Bella  Coola,  'BC',  V0T  1C0 
ph:  (250)  799-5800  fax:  (250)  799-5830 
website:  http://www.fanweb.org 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


RE:  Two  Police  Murders  in  Canada 


Date:  Mon,  14  Sep  1998  01:36:32  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : 2 Police  Murders  in  Canada 

1.  Kwanlin  Dun  man  shot  in  head  by  Whitehorse  cop 

2.  Aboriginal  teen  shot  by  police? 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  They  are  provided  for  reference  only.] 


MAN  DIED  OF  HEAD  WOUND,  CORONER  SAYS 

Whitehorse  Star,  September  11,  1998,  by  Chuck  Tobin 

A gunshot  wound  to  the  head  caused  the  death  of  23-year-old  Harley 
Timmers,  says  Yukon  coroner  Kent  Stewart.  Stewart  issued  autopsy  results 
at  12:26  p.m.  today,  indicating  Timmers  was  shot  three  times.  "The  cause 
of  death  was  related  to  a gunshot  wound  to  the  head,"  Stewart  said  in  a 
statement . 

This  morning  was  also  the  first  time  RCMP  released  the  name  of  the 
officer  involved.  Const.  Wayne  Foster  has  been  with  the  force  for  about 
nine  years,  and  has  been  posted  in  Whitehorse  for  the  past  three  or  four 
years,  Cpl.  A1  Lucier  said.  He  said  Foster  is  free  to  return  to  work  but 
whether  he  will  right  away  is  something  he  will  have  to  decide,  given  the 
emotion  that  flows  from  these  incidents. 

Whitehorse  RCMP  are  expected  to  release  more  details  of  Tuesday's  fatal 
shooting  on  Friday,  Lucier  said.  Officers  investigating  Timmers'  death 
interviewed  Foster  on  Wednesday,  then  re-enacted  the  incident  at  the  scene, 
Lucier  said. 

Timmers  was  shot  during  an  altercation  with  Foster  following  a short  car 
chase  in  the  Logan  subdivision  that  turned  into  a foot  chase  at  around 
1:45  a.m.  The  Mount  McIntyre  subdivision  resident  died  early  Wednesday 
morning  at  Vancouver  General  Hospital. 

RCMP  representatives  were  scheduled  to  meet  this  afternoon  with  the 
family  and  aboriginal  leaders  to  give  a detailed  account  of  what  occurred. 
Those  details  will  be  made  public  once  they've  been  reported  to  the  family 
and  representatives  of  the  Council  of  Yukon  First  Nations  and  the  Kwanlin 
Dun  First  Nation,  Lucier  said.  "It's  the  only  way  we  can  allow  the  public 
to  understand." 

Lucier  reported  previously  that  Timmers  was  shot  twice  in  the  lower  part 
of  his  body  and  received  a wound  from  a shot  that  struck  his  scalp. 

This  afternoon,  CYFN  Grand  Chief  Shirley  Adamson  and  Kwanlin  Dun  Chief 
Doe  lack  were  to  be  presented  with  a list  of  senior  RCMP  officers  from 
across  Canada.  From  it,  the  pair  can  choose  an  officer  to  act  as  an 
impartial  liaison  with  the  local  detachment.  Lucier  said  the  list  contains 
some  aboriginal  officers  ranking  as  high  as  superintendent.  "The 
requirement  for  the  liaison  partner  for  the  first  nations  comes  from  the 
aspect  that  there  is  ...  first  nation  interest  here,  and  we  want  to  ensure 
to  the  first  nations  that  this  investigation  will  be  impartial,  it  will  be 
factual,  that  there  will  not  be  any  bias  taken,  and  it  will  be  borne  out 
to  be  as  truthful  as  possible." 

Lucier  said  he's  not  sure  how  many  of  the  officers  on  the  list  are  of 
aboriginal  ancestry,  but  that  there  are  at  least  a few.  It  was  essential, 
he  said,  to  provide  senior  officers  as  candidates  so  they  would  have  the 
ability  to  translate  technical  details  of  the  investigation  to  the  first 
nation  community.  And  it  was  also  essential  to  select  candidates  that  have 
proven  credibility  with  first  nations,  he  said.  The  liaison  officer, 

Lucier  added,  will  be  available  for  as  long  as  deemed  necessary, 
presumably.  He  or  she  would  likely  return  for  matters  such  as  the 
coroner's  inquest  that  will  be  held  sometime  in  the  future. 

Lucier  said  that  when  an  RCMP  officer  is  involved  in  the  death  of  an 
individual  belonging  to  a particular  ethnic  group  in  Canada,  attempts  are 
made  to  liaise  with  the  group  to  provide  assurance  of  a thorough  and 
unbiased  investigation. 

Police  reported  this  week  the  shooting  occurred  after  Foster  came  upon  a 


stolen  vehicle  in  the  Logan  subdivision  driving  in  the  opposite  direction. 
As  the  officer  turned  his  vehicle  around,  the  vehicle  reported  stolen  from 
downtown  Whitehorse  continued  a short  distance,  then  drove  off  the  road 
and  became  stuck.  There  was  a short  chase  on  foot,  then  the  altercation 
occurred,  police  reported. 

Police  have  not  said  how  many  shots  were  fired. 


TEEN  SHOT  DEAD  BY  REGINA  POLICE 

Saskatchewan  Sterling  Network,  September  11,  1998,  by  Anne  Kyle 

REGINA  - A 15-year-old  Regina  boy  was  shot  and  killed  by  a Regina  city 
police  officer  early  Thursday  afternoon  at  a north  central  Regina 
intersection . 

While  one  eyewitness  questioned  the  police  actions,  acting  police  Chief 
Larry  Toupin  told  reporters  at  a hastily  called  news  conference  the 
department's  preliminary  investigation  indicates  the  youth  had  lunged  at 
the  officer  with  a knife.  The  officer  responded  by  firing  his  gun. 

Lonny  Selinger,  who  watched  the  drama  unfold  from  the  front  deck  of  his 
Highland  Park  neighbourhood  home,  said  there  was  a lot  of  yelling  and  he 
saw  the  teen  waving  a knife.  "The  boy  was  shouting:  'Leave  me  alone.  I'm 
just  trying  to  leave.  I'm  just  trying  to  leave.'  " Two  shots  rang  out,  he 
said,  and  he  saw  the  teen  hit  the  ground.  Selinger  said  a woman  who  had 
earlier  pursued  the  boy  through  the  front  yard  of  another  house  onto  the 
street  yelled  at  police:  "You  didn't  have  to  shoot  him.  Why  did  you  shoot?" 

"I  think  it  might  have  been  his  mother  and  it  was  some  kind  of  domestic 
dispute.  She  was  yelling  and  screaming,  'I  can't  believe  you  shot  him.'  " 

Police  said  they  received  a complaint  at  about  1:30  p.m.  indicating  that 
a male  youth  wielding  a knife  had  threatened  a woman.  Patrol  officers  were 
dispatched  to  the  area  and  at  1:44  p.m.  located  the  teen,  carrying  the 
knife.  Toupin  could  not  confirm  whether  police  had  yelled  a warning  to  the 
youth  to  drop  his  weapon  before  shots  were  fired  or  how  many  shots  were 
fired.  "Police  were  involved  in  the  fatal  shooting  of  a 15-year-old  Regina 
youth  at  1:48  p.m.  Thursday.  The  youth  was  transported  to  hospital  where  he 
was  pronounced  dead  at  2:39  p.m.,"  Toupin  said. 

Selinger  questioned  whether  police  needed  the  fire  power  to  stop  the 
youth.  "It  was  just  a kid,  I'm  sorry  to  say.  There  were  five  grown 
(police)men  and  two  dogs.  It  was  just  a kid.  I don't  agree  with  what 
happened,"  Selinger  said. 

Toupin  said  the  police  service  has  stringent  guidelines  where  use  of 
force  is  concerned  and  the  file  will  be  reviewed  by  police,  the  Justice 
Department  and  the  coroner's  office.  "It  would  be  inappropriate  to  comment 
or  speculate  while  this  matter  is  under  investigation,"  he  said,  explaining 
the  name  of  the  dead  boy  and  information  about  the  officer  involved  in  the 
shooting  will  be  released  as  the  investigation  unfolds. 

The  last  shooting  incident  involving  Regina  police  occurred  on  3an.  28, 
1996  when  20-year-old  Denice  Cyr  was  shot  and  killed  in  a gun  battle  with  a 
police  officer. 

The  latest  incident  raised  questions  as  to  whether  police  could  have 
used  some  alternative,  less  deadly  method  of  disarming  the  youth.  Police 
wouldn't  confirm  reports  that  the  youth  was  aboriginal,  but  representatives 
of  the  Saskatchewan  Coalition  Against  Racism  attended  the  police  news 
conference. 

"It's  our  worst  nightmare  again  to  see  this  type  of  situation, 
especially  when  it's  a young  person  with  a knife,"  said  coalition 
spokesperson  Bob  Hughes.  "How  far  have  we  come  from  the  Denice  Cyr 
shooting.  We  have  to  ask  ourselves  whether  we  have  learned  anything  from 
her  death.  Police  have  to  look  at  other  methods  of  disarming  and 
immobilizing  people  without  killing  them  and  putting  their  officers  through 
this  kind  of  trauma,"  said  Hughes. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  14  September  1998  23:14:49  -0400 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

From:  "Wyndot"  <wyndot@snet . net> 

To:  <evestar@juno.com> 

Date:  Wed,  9 Sep  1998  23:08:05  -0400 
Subject:  List 
Kaui,  Kaui,  (hello) 

Can  you  please  add  to  your  list  of  native  prisoners. 

Jennifer  Champ 
#264218 

201  West  Main  Street 
Niantic,  CT  06357 
Abenaki/Huron  (Wyandotte) 

Adio's  (thank  you  and  goodbye) 

Wyndot  (mom) 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Jones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"OJ"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Birthday  Poem:  Two  Eagles  Flew"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Sep  1998  23:19:02  -0400 
From:  "A.  3.  Terra"  <a jterra(a)EARTHLI!\IK . NET> 

Sub j : A Birthday  Offering  to  Leonard:  Two  Eagles  Flew 

This  is  my  offering  to  Leonard  (late)  for  his  birthday  and 
freely  given  to  my  friends  and  family  here.... I tried  to  sleep 
and  this  came  to  me... and  so  I pass  it  on... 

Aileen 

Two  Eagles  Flew 

Long  ago  and  far  away 
There  was  a peace,  there  was  a day 
When  all  the  village  people  knew 
That  all  was  right,  two  eagles  flew: 

The  fierce  , proud  eagle  Peltier... 

The  soft,  strong  eagle,  Anna  Mae... 

And  while  they  flew  no  curse  was  heard 
For  each  was  such  a sacred  bird. 

And  then  one  day  the  thunder  rang 
No  bird  would  call  and  no  bird  sang 
For  hunters  came  with  arrows  dark 
No  hoot  of  owl,  no  song  of  lark. 

The  hunter's  arrows  swiftly  flew 

Her  beak  went  up,  her  heart  pierced  through 

She  fell  in  spirals  to  the  ground 

And  feathers  scattered  all  around... 

The  people  felt  this  death  and  said 
0 no!  Can  Anna  Mae  be  dead? 

They  looked  for  her  but  where  was  she? 

0 where,  o where  can  this  bird  be? 

And  so  the  hunter  sought  her  brother. 

And  would  not  settle  for  another. 

They  netted  him  in  the  eagle's  aerie 
Though  his  heart  was  sad  and  he  was  wary. 

They  chained  him,  put  him  in  a cage. 

They  bound  his  beak,  but  not  his  rage 
For  his  was  the  sky  and  the  people  too... 

He  missed  the  days  when  Anna  Mae  flew. . . 

And  so  he  sits  until  this  day. 

As  time  and  life  both  slip  away. 

The  people  know,  they  found  her  feathers: 

That  all  the  people  belong  together. 

They  laid  her  gently  in  the  ground 
With  sacred  smoke  and  sacred  sound 
They  call  together  night  and  day 
For  the  freedom  now  of  Peltier. 

"RE;  a Hundred  Years  Ago"  


Date:  Mon,  07  Sep  1998  18:15:02  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 


Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  70 


Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  WAY  OF  THE  WORLD. 


Laugh  and  the  world  laughs  with  you. 

Weep  and  you  weep  alone; 

For  this  grave  old  earth  must  borrow  its  mirth  - 
It  has  troubles  enough  of  its  own. 

Sing,  and  the  hills  will  answer. 

Sigh,  it  is  lost  on  the  air; 

The  echoes  bound  to  a joyful  sound. 

But  shrink  from  voicing  care. 

Rejoice,  and  men  will  seek  you. 

Grieve,  and  they  turn  and  go; 

They  want  full  measure  of  all  your  pleasure. 

But  do  not  want  your  woe. 

Be  glad,  and  your  friends  are  many. 

Be  sad,  and  you  lose  them  all; 

There  are  none  to  decline  your  nectared  wine. 

But  alone  you  must  drink  life's  gall. 

Feast,  and  your  halls  are  crowded. 

Fast,  and  the  world  goes  by; 

Succeed  and  give,  and  it  helps  you  to  live. 

But  no  man  can  help  you  to  die. 

-[ELLA  WHEELER  WILCOX. 


INDIAN  TRAITS  PROPERLY  TRAINED  AND  EDUCATED,  A POWER  FOR  GOOD. 


From  An  Old  Time  Indian  Agent. 

MAJOR  R.H.  PRATT, 

CARLISLE,  PA. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND: 

You  don't  know  how  glad  I am  to  note  your  promotion,  and  yet  I am  loth 
to  give  up  my  dear  old  friend-  the  "Captain." 

Under  the  title  of  plain  Capt.  Pratt  you  have  accomplished  wonders  for 
a race  of  people  who  were  needy  and  of  themselves  helpless. 

I do  not  say  this  to  flatter  you  but  because  I know  it  to  be  true,  and 
in  substantiation  of  the  fact,  there  are  hundreds,  yes,  thousands,  who 
have  passed  through  your  school  and  under  the  strengthening  influences 
of  your  civilizing  dynamo,  who  are  today  living  examples  of  true  manhood 
and  womanhood. 

I only  need  call  your  attention  to  one  of  our  pupils, , 

whose  career  I have  watched  with  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

As  you  know  he  was  the  son  of  the  noted war  chief, , 

who  was  a terror  to  our  plainsmen  in  Western  Kansas  and  Colorado  25  or 
30  years  ago,  and  it  was  under  such  surroundings  that  his  sons  were  born 
and  reared  in  early  childhood. 

Soon  after  the  war  of  1874  the  old  chief  placed  his  boys  in  the  agency 


school . 

The  boy  alluded  to  was  one  of  the  first  installments  sent  to  Carlisle, 
and  after  remaining  with  you  for  about  three  years  he  returned  to  the 
agency  and  made  a test  of  agency  and  camp  life  among  his  people,  who 
were  still  in  the  blanket  and  living  in  common  on  their  reservation. 

After  trying  the  old  camp  life  for  a few  months  and  failing  to  see 
where  his  limited  education  and  knowledge  of  affairs  generally  could  be 
utilized,  he  came  to  my  office  one  day  and  stated  his  case  about  as 
follows : 

"I  am  tired  of  living  this  way  with  my  people.  If  I remain  here  among 

them  I shall  be  just  like  them.  I can't  make  anything  out  of  myself  and 

remain  here.  I must  have  more  education  to  compete  with  the  whites  and 
must  have  more  strength  to  combat  the  evils  of  camp  life.  I wish  to 
help  my  people  and  wish  to  return  to  my  friend  Captain  Pratt." 

Of  course  I made  a way  for  his  return  to  you  and  since  then  you  know 
more  of  him  than  I do;  but  I do  know  that  he  has  made  a success  under 
your  wise  administration  and  training. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  Indian  traits  so  strong  in  his  ancestors  I 
will  relate  a short  incident: 

In  1873  I visited  the  camps  of  this  tribe  on  the  Paladora  in  Texas 
Panhandle,  and  I was  the  guest  of  this  particular  chief. 

One  of  his  older  sons  had  just  come  in  from  a raid,  and  the  troops  of 

General  McKenzie  had  struck  them  at  some  old  Fort,  and  one  of  the 

raiders  was  killed. 

The  son  was  mad,  and  after  we  were  seated  around  the  pot  of  young 
buffalo-calf  he  said  to  the  interpreter: 

"You  tell  the  agent  I would  rather  kill  a white  man  than  to  eat  with 
him . " 

But  these  same  forces  and  traits  of  character  properly  directed,  what 
a power  for  good ! 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
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Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


A whole  month  yet  to  work  for  the  prize  of  ten  dollars  for  getting  the 
most  subscriptions  for  the  HELPER.  Send  in  your  names  as  fast  as  you 
get  them,  for  the  people  want  to  get  the  paper  right  away. 

A Brooklyn  lady  appreciates  the  true  worth  of  the  HELPER.  She  says  by 
business  letter:  "The  high  tone  of  moral  selections  in  prose  and  poetry 
cannot  but  carry  into  homes  wherever  it  goes  a strength  and 
inspiration.  Wishing  you  continued  success,  etc." 

One  of  the  little  girls  in  the  country  puts  it  thus:  Please  send  me 
about  20  samples  of  the  INDIAN  HELPER.  I feel  that  I must  help  too. 

The  HELPER  has  always  been  such  a help  to  me,  so  it  is  my  turn  to  help 
the  HELPER,  by  getting  some  new  subscriptions.  The  little  paper  is  so 


dear  to  me,  and  I love  it  better  than  all  the  newspapers. 

We  clip  the  following  about  two  of  our  girls  from  the  Presbyterian  of 
August  3: 

Mr.  D.E.  Shaw  writes: 

"Please  place  on  your  Roll  of  Honor  the  names  of  two  girls  from  the 
Carlisle,  Pa.,  Indian  School  - Miss  Rachel  Long,  of  the  Cherokee  tribe, 
and  Miss  Susie  Raya  [Rayos],  a Pueblo,  who  have  recited  the  Shorter 
Catechism  at  one  time  and  correctly  to  me,  thus  securing  the  handsome 
Bibles  offered  by  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication  and 
Sabbath-School  work." 

Miss  Daisy  Dixon,  of  Haskell  Institute,  Lawrence,  Kans,  whose  father 
for  some  time  was  our  school  physician,  but  is  now  Assistant 
Superintendent  and  Physician  of  Haskell,  says  they  can  hardly  get  on 
without  the  HELPER,  and  renews  her  subscription.  Miss  Daisy  still  has 
friends  at  Carlisle  who  remember  the  good  days  when  she  was  with  us. 

Don't  tell  anybody  how  many  names  you  have!  Work  quietly  along,  and 
you  may  surprise  yourself  by  winning  the  prize.  No  one  knows  here  who 
has  the  most  names  except  the  clerk  in  charge.  He  keeps  the  book  under 
lock  and  key,  and  we  doubt  if  he  knows  for  he  has  not  counted  them  yet 
and  will  not  until  after  midnight  of  September  30th. 

Some  items  from  Camp  Pratt,  (so  named  by  the  pupils  who  are  camping  in 
the  mountains)  were  too  late  for  last  issue,  and  we  give  them  with 
pleasure  this  week:  One  evening  last  week  25  of  the  boys  went  fishing 
and  caught  "suckers."  --  Ferris  Paisano  and  Robert  Hallet  are  competing 
for  the  championship  in  berry  picking.  --We  have  taps  at  8:30  and 
reveille  at  6:30.  --The  boys  intend  to  keep  clean.  They  regularly 
perform  their  daily  ablutions  and  play  on  Wednesday  afternoon  they 
administered  elbow  grease  and  soap  to  their  shirts  and  socks.  --We  miss 
pot-pie.  --We  have  sour  milk  for  our  oatmeal  in  the  morning.  --Oscar 
Davis  joined  our  company  on  Wednesday.  --We  think  there  are  no  better 
cooks  around  than  Misses  Louisa  Geisdorff  and  Mary  Barada.  --Little 
Harry  Seonia  says  he  is  hungry  for  water,  --the  little  girls  are 
comfortably  fixed  but  packed  in  like  sardines  in  a box.  All  seem  to 
enjoy  it  even  if  we  are  crowded.  --The  girls  go  berry  picking  mornings 
and  afternoons  but  are  always  back  for  their  meals.  --We  enjoy  the 
Government  gravy  here  as  well  as  at  the  school.  --The  girls  have  an  easy 
time  under  the  care  and  protection  of  mother  Campbell.  --Our  first 
visitors  were  Miss  Noble  and  Irene  Campbell.  --Misses  Louisa  Geisdorff, 
Nettie  Horne  and  Mary  Barada  had  a battle  with  a copperhead  recently. 

LATER  - The  girls  and  boys  attended  all  the  services  in  the  church 
here  on  Sunday  and  the  house  was  well  filled,  the  greater  part  of  the 
congregation  coming  from  Camp  Pratt.  — Misses  Shaffner,  Delia  Randall, 
Ella  Rickard,  Erney  Wilbur,  Susie  Henni,  Sarah  Smith,  Annie  Morton  and 
Annie  Kowuni  spent  Sunday  enjoying  the  mountain  air,  and  it  is  hoped 
their  visit  came  up  to  the  expectation  of  all.  --Geo.  Wolfe  deserves 
great  credit  for  his  wood  cutting.  — This  is  not  the  place  to  give  much 
attention  to  dress  but  who  brought  his  nice  clothes  along?  — Father 
Marshall  and  his  flock  come  in  every  day  with  their  baskets  filled  with 
berries,  each  boy  picking  his  three  quarts.  — Mr.  Marshall  took  all  the 
little  girls  to  the  Park  and  gave  them  a boat  ride.  He  also  takes  care 
of  the  little  girls  when  they  go  for  berries  a long  distance.  — We  all 
thank  Major  Pratt  for  this  outing,  all  with  a few  exceptions  have 
enjoyed  it  very  much.  --Tuesday  morning  7 boys  came  out  from  the  school 
to  rusticate.  An  equal  number,  including  the  Seniors  went  in.  The  boys 
who  returned  were  very  much  missed.  — The  boys  have  picked  more  than 
300  quarts  of  berries.  — Our  energetic  fishermen  have  not  yet  succeeded 
in  making  a "big  haul." 

An  interested  gentleman  writes  these  encouraging  words  in  his  letter 
renewing  subscription:  "To  confess  the  truth,  the  paper  is  a wonderful 
incentive  to  a teacher  of  white  boys.  If  your  instructors  and  pupils, 
working  together,  can  build  up  so  much  of  culture  and  character,  when 
the  beginning  must  be  made  by  clearing  away  the  roughest  tanglewood  of 
savagery,  what  ought  not  we  to  accomplish  in  our  city  schools  under 
conditions  the  most  favorable?" 

The  friends  of  Miss  Rosenberg  of  Helsingfors,  Finland,  who  visited  the 


school  two  yeans  ago  a guest  of  Miss  Ericson  will  be  glad  to  learn  that 
she  is  now  teaching  Sloyd  at  the  Versailles,  N.Y.,  Iroquois  school. 
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Grapes ! 

Peaches  are  dear. 

Good-bye,  vacation! 

Another  warm  wave. 

Welcome  shop-bell  again! 

The  farmers  will  finish  cutting  ensilage  this  week. 

Mr.  Snyder  and  Miss  Pauli  arrived  on  Tuesday. 

Lots  of  news;  more  than  our  columns  will  hold  this  week. 

Misses  Carter,  Bowersox,  Robertson,  Peter,  and  Simmons  came  on  Monday. 

Miss  Carter  will  be  in  charge  of  the  small  boys'  quarters  until  Mrs. 
Given  returns. 

The  Duniors  and  Seniors  have  returned  from  camp  to  begin  school  at  the 
opening. 

The  Standings  are  back  from  the  seashore  where  the  family  spent  a very 
enjoyable  fortnight. 

Mr.  Frank  Thompson,  of  Albany,  N.Y.,  brother  of  our  disciplinarian,  is 
here  for  a few  weeks. 

Don't  send  us  many  one-cent  stamps.  Two-cent  stamps  in  amounts  less 
than  a dollar  are  acceptable. 

Miss  Shaffner  has  been  elected  President  of  the  Woman's  Christian 
Temperance  Union  of  Carlisle. 

Stuart  Hazlett  and  George  Welch  were  among  the  campers  ordered  in  for 
the  beginning  of  school. 

Everybody  is  glad  to  see  Abram  Isaac  back.  He  says  he  had  a very 
pleasant  summer  at  his  home  in  Michigan. 

Kendall  Paul  and  Edgar  Rickard  printers  attended  the  Grangers ' picnic 
held  this  week  at  Williams  Grove. 

The  quarters  have  been  getting  a good  kalsomining  through  and  through 
while  most  of  the  occupants  were  out  in  camp. 

The  most  beautiful  spot  just  now  on  the  grounds  is  the  shop  court  with 
its  three  flower  beds  full  of  brilliant  blooms. 

Were  you  favored  to  see  the  beautiful  night  blooming  cereus  that 
opened  its  handsome  petals  one  night  this  week  in  Miss  Hulme's  room? 

Misses  Cutter,  Wood,  Cochran,  Hill,  Seonia,  Weekley,  Forster  and  Mrs. 
Sawyer  arrived  on  Wednesday  evening,  all  looking  well,  sunburned  and 
rested . 

The  Duniors  and  Seniors  have  come  in  from  the  country  ready  for 
school.  The  main  body  of  incomers  will  not  get  here  till  about  the 
middle  of  the  month. 

One  of  the  girls  in  the  country  who  is  workign  for  HELPER 
subscriptions  says  that  she  has  gained  15  pounds  since  May.  Soliciting 
must  be  healthful  business. 

About  a thousand  of  the  Waynesboro  employees  and  their  families  passed 
through  the  school  on  Saturday.  They  were  on  an  excursion  to 
Harrisburg.  Their  stay  was  short  but  long  enough  for  our  work  to 
provoke  thought  and  comment  regarding  the  justice  of  bringing  the  Indian 
youth  into  civilization.  As  they  passed  off  the  grounds  the  writer 
stood  in  a position  to  overhear  side  remarks  which  gave  the  trend  of 
thought . 

School  work  began  yesterday,  but  it  is  thought  wise  to  allow  those  in 
camp  to  remain  out  for  a few  days  during  the  present  hot  wave.  The 
bells  will  begin  to  ring  on  Monday  and  the  academic  wheel  for  the  year 
will  begin  to  turn. 

Susie  Henni,  class  '98,  has  gone  to  her  home  in  New  Mexico,  after 
living  for  a time  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  at  Steelton.  Miss  Susie  is 
capable  and  skillful  in  certain  lines  and  her  friends  hope  that  she  will 
find  pleasant  paths  in  fields  of  great  usefulness. 

Miss  Ericson  returned  from  Bay  View  on  Friday  evening.  She  thinks 
that  no  summer  school  can  equal  Bay  View  for  scope  and  excellency  of 
training.  Alhtough  a graduate  of  Helsingfors,  the  very  seat  of  Sloyd, 


she  feels  that  she  has  gained  ideas  this  summer  that  will  strengthen  and 
help  her  in  her  work. 

Mr.  Gardner  has  taken  the  scaffolding  down  that  was  placed  in  Assembly 
Hall  for  Messrs.  Elmer  and  Norman  who  did  the  painting  and  frescoing. 
There  are  a few  finishing  touches  around  the  sides  yet  to  do,  then  we 
will  have  one  of  the  prettiest  assembly  halls  in  the  country.  Why  not? 
Does  not  Carlisle  believe  in  having  the  BEST  when  she  can  get  it? 

Mrs.  Cook  came  on  Thursday  night  and  left  for  the  Dakotas  the 
following  Saturday.  She  will  visit  Rosebud  and  Pine  Ridge  and  other 
Agencies  and  expects  to  return  soon  after  the  middle  of  September.  Mrs. 
Cook  is  well  known  among  the  Sioux.  Her  late  husband,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Smith  Cook,  a gentleman  of  refinement  and  culture,  was  of  Sioux 
extraction,  among  whom  he  labored  as  a missionary  for  several  years. 
Amelia  Killsbull  and  Esther  Whitehead  went  with  her,  the  former  to 
return . 

Mr.  Dohn  A.  Hall,  '98,  Yale,  whose  home  is  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  is 
here  to  coach  the  football  team.  Mr.  Hall  has  played  on  the  Yale  team 
for  several  years,  and  was  a member  of  the  team  of  '97  which  finished 
their  season  by  defeating  Princeton.  Our  boys  will  have  the  best  of 
fields  on  which  to  do  their  practicing  this  year,  and  with  the  good 
training  they  are  to  have,  it  is  hoped  they  will  make  even  a better 
record  than  last  year,  when  they  did  well  enough  to  bring  them  into 
world  wide  reputation  as  skillful  and  gentlemanly  players. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  and  Miss  Richenda,  returned  on  Wednesday  evening 
from  the  seaside  and  Philadelphia.  While  in  the  city  the  Major  visited 
the  hospitals  where  the  sick  and  dying  soldiers  from  Cuba  and  southern 
camps  are  being  cared  for,  and  his  heart  was  stirred  with  sympathy. 

There  are  125  cases  of  typhoid  and  pneumonia  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
where  Miss  Nancy  Seneca,  one  of  our  girls  is  taking  a course.  She  is  on 
night  duty  and  highly  spoken  of. 

Mr.  C.M.  Sturm  of  the  clerical  force  in  the  Administration  building 
has  been  transferred  and  promoted  to  the  Land  Office,  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  as  stenographer  and  type-writer,  for  which  post  of  duty  he  left 
yesterday.  Mr.  Sturm  has  been  with  us  about  a year,  and  in  that  time 
has  made  many  warm  friends  who  will  miss  his  genial  presence.  The  class 
in  shorthand,  which  he  started  in  the  winter,  will  especially  miss  him, 
while  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  and  all  his  friends  wish  him  well 
where'er  he  is  called. 


(page  4) 

HOW  CAN  YOUR  PUPILS  GET  AN  EDUCATION  OUT  ON  FARMS  AND  WHAT  IS  YOUR 
OBI ECT  IN  SENDING  THEM  OUT? 


"such  questions  as  the  above  are  often  asked,"  says  one  of  our  girls 
in  the  country,  and  she  cannot  make  the  people  understand  her 
explanations.  We  have  promised  to  answer  the  questions  through  the 
columns  ofthe  HELPER: 

1st.  How  do  your  pupils  get  an  education  on  farms? 

By  getting  into  close  relationship  with  people  who  know  more  than  they 
do,  and  who  are  able  to  give  them  individual  instruction. 

A Carlisle  Indian  boy's  farm  father  may  not  speak  the  best  of 

English.  He  may  not  have  much  book  learning.  He  may  never  have  had  as 

good  a chance  when  young  to  go  to  school  and  learn  from  books  as  has  the 
Indian  boy  under  his  care,  but  if  he  is  a well-to-do  farmer,  if  he  has 

learned  how  to  manage  the  farm  so  as  to  raise  good  crops;  if  he  has 

learned  such  business  ways  as  to  make  the  farm  return  him  a living,  then 
he  knows  more  than  the  Indian  boy  who  lives  with  him.  It  matters  not  if 
that  Indian  boy  is  a college  student,  he  is  weak  in  practical  knowledge 
and  experience  which  make  MEN  worth  something  to  themselves  and  to  the 
world . 

Of  what  use  is  a "booky"  man  in  the  world  if  he  cannot  make  his  own 
living? 

EVERY  boy  in  the  land  whether  he  be  Indian,  black  or  white  cannot  but 
be  benefitted  if  he  knocks  around  on  a farm  for  a while. 

There  are  thousands  of  nameless  little  handiworks  that  all  young  men 


must  learn  if  they  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  weaklings. 

It  would  be  better  if  all  the  RICH  men  in  the  country  would  put  their 
sons  for  a time  on  such  farms  as  we  find  our  Indian  boys  working  on  in 
Bucks  and  other  eastern  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey. 

There  would  be  more  sensible  men  in  the  world  than  are  growing  up 
today,  if  that  were  possible.  How  do  our  pupils  get  an  education  on  a 
farm? 

They  get  it  unconsciously,  without  effort.  They  drink  in  practical 
knowledge  and  commonsense  every  day  from  the  atmosphere  of  business 
around  them. 

They  learn  to  bear  hard  knocks. 

What  is  a man  worth  if  he  had  no  hard  knocks  to  bear  when  a growing 
boy? 

Life  is  too  easy  for  the  Indians  in  the  average  Government  Indian 
school  that  provides  everything  they  need  for  but  a few  hours  of  work 
each  day. 

The  hard  knocks;  the  practical  experience;  the  chance  to  battle  for 
himself,  all  of  these  things  when  mastered  is  an  education,  and  the  very 
best  kind. 

Book  education  is  worth  a very  great  deal.  Every  person  must  have  a 
certain  amount  of  home  experiences  with  people  who  have  to  work  for 
their  support  is  worth  even  more  than  book  knowledge  to  a boy. 

2nd.  What  is  your  object  in  sending  them  out? 

We  have  answered  the  last  question  in  answering  the  first. 

The  main  object  is  to  broaden  the  minds  of  our  pupils;  to  give  them 
the  experiences  that  ALL  men  of  commonsense  and  good  standing  have  had 
to  pass  through,  in  one  way  or  another. 

Then,  too,  the  change  of  air  and  food  and  occupation  is  beneficial  to 
health . 

Nearly  all  our  boys  and  girls  grow  stronger  and  more  rugged  when  they 
go  out  to  live  for  a time  in  country  homes. 

They  get  money,  too,  which  makes  them  more  self-respecting  and 
independent . 

"But  MY  son  knew  how  to  work  before  he  went  to  Carlisle,  he  has  money 
enough  and  he  knows  English.  I want  him  to  go  to  school  and  not  out  to 
work,"  writes  one  father. 

Did  he  know  how  to  work  systematically? 

Had  he  learned  the  first  principles  of  thrift  and  economy? 

Had  he  learned  to  STICK  TO  IT  when  he  wanted  to  go  to  play,  and  that 
pleasure  must  sometimes  be  sacrificed  for  BUSINESS,  where  bread  and 
butter  depends  upon  one's  work? 

We  feel  sorry  for  such  a father.  He  could  not  come  to  Carlisle  and 
visit  the  homes  in  the  country  and  see  what  our  pupils  gain,  what  HIS 
SON  gains  - by  change  of  air,  of  occupation,  of  food  and  of 
associations,  without  believing  in  the  plan. 

So  our  object  in  sending  our  pupils  out  to  live  in  the  country  for  a 
time  is: 

1.  To  enlarge  their  experience. 

2.  To  benefit  them  in  health. 

3.  To  give  them  a chance  to  earn  money. 

4.  To  learn  important  lessons  in  home  life  that  cannot  be  taught  in 
any  institution. 

5.  To  satisfy  their  desire  for  a change. 

6.  To  give  them  a trip. 

7.  To  become  socially  acquainted  with  good  country  people  and  their 
ways . 

8.  To  make  them  self-reliant. 

9.  To  give  them  courage. 

10.  Above  all  to  make  true  men  and  women  of  them. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 

My  10,  12,  3,  7 is  the  name  of  a pretty  little  bird. 

My  8,  9,  6 is  where  hay  is  sometimes  kept. 

My  2,  5,  4,  1 is  the  command  of  a military  officer  when  he  wants  his 


men  to  stop. 

My  4,  11,  3 is  the  name  of  a great  general. 

My  whole  is  an  instrument,  the  music  of  which  is  soon  to  cease  for  a 
while  at  Carlisle. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  Stonecrusher . 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE:  Poem:  The  Proud  Taino  Warrior  Man"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Oct  1996  17:59:55  -0700 

From:  "Chief  Peter  G.  Torres"  <torresp@algorithms . com> 

Sub j : The  Proud  Taino  WARRIOR  Man 

UUCP  email 


THE  PROUD  TAINO  WARRIOR  MAN 


LOOK  in  the  TUREY? 

UP  In  the  blue  sky! 

Its  a SCREAMING  Eagle! 

Its  a Red  Tailed  Guaraguao  ! 

Its  a let  plain  with  TALONS  ! 

No  its  a PROUD  WARRIOR  Man! 

8 MILLION  DID  NOT  SURVIVE  ! 

A PROUD  TAINO  WARRIOR  MAN  ! 

With  SAD  memories  of  his  people 
deep  within  his  sorrowed  mind! 

His  Taino  thoughts  echoed  loudly! 

My  people  were  here  long  before 
the  others  set  their  sails  to  the 
wind ! 

8 MILLION  DID  NOT  SURVIVE  ! 

MEMORIES  of  Our  Sacred  Cacique 
OROCOBIX  With  a tear  drop  in  his 
left  Eye!  Would  have  even  made 
humble  Chief  loseph  cry  ! 

8 MILLION  DID  NOT  SURVIVE  ! 

MEMORIES  of  SPANISH  bloody 
WHIPS  upon  our  BLEEDING  BACKS  ! 

Iron  Chains  upon  our  bleeding  Legs  ! 

Woe  for  those  WHO  withstood  the 
500  years  of  brainWASHING  of  the 
Foul  SPANISH  GUAMIKENA  Man  ! 

8 MILLION  DID  NOT  SURVIVE  ! 

Hey  Taino  boy!  You  are  extinct! 

Hmmm  ! says  Proud  Taino  Warrior. 

lust  another  little  White  GUAMIKENA  Lie! 

Hey  GUAMIKENA  Spanish  Man! 

We  are  still  here,  so  open  your  EYES  ! 

We  TAINO  WARRIORS  are  very  much  alive  ! 


8 MILLION  DID  NOT  SURVIVE  ! 


You  RAPED  our  Grandmothers  ! 

You  MURDERED  our  Children  ! 

You  KILLED  our  Sacred  Elders  ! 

You  REMOVED  us  from  reality  ! 

You  FALSELY  made  us  EXTINCT  ! 

You  TRIED  in  vain  to  WIPE  us  out  ! 

You  RAPED  our  brown  Daughters  ! 

Yet  WE  as  a PEOPLE  did  SURVIVE  ! 

8 MILLION  DID  NOT  SURVIVE  ! 

NOW  Open  your  MABOYA  Eyes! 

LOOK  In  the  Turey  the  blue  Sky! 

Its  a TAINO  1IBARO  WARRIOR, 
with  a MACHETE  in  his  hand  ! 

For  500  years  as  we  stood  by 
forced  to  hear  your  DAMN  lies! 

Now  WE  are  coming  to  get  you  ! 

We  are  the  Children  who  cry! 

8 MILLION  DID  NOT  SURVIVE  ! 

Copy  Right  (c)  1996 

The  Book  of  8 Million  Tears 

by  Chief  Guanikeyu 

Respectlly  your 

Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres 

President  & Tribal  Council  Chief 

The  Taino  Inter-Tribal  Council  Inc. 
http: //www. hartford-hwp. com/taino/ 

The  Taino  Tribal  Council  of  latibonuco 
http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/jatibonuco.html 
Taino-L  The  Taino  Indian  Nation  Forum 
http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/docs/list.html 

"RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  9 Sep  98  03:26:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  21-27 

KEPAKEMAPA 

(September) 

(Mahoe  Hope) 

21 

Our  hopes  and  dreams  inter-weave  in  the  intricate  patterns  of  love,  aloha. 

22 

For  every  loving  soul,  life  brings  beauty  and  joy. 

23 

This  life  is  but  a brief  moment  in  my  existence. 

24 

Fly  with  me  to  the  high  aerie  of  dreams. 

25 

Take  time  to  hear  the  voices  of  children. 

26 

A symphony  of  birds  sings  together  in  the  trees  just  before  sunset. 

27 

Conquer  fear;  do  not  let  fear  conquer  you. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  14  September  1998  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  10  Sep  1998  11:37:50  EDT 

From:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

Sub j : Event  in  Aurora,  NY 

HOPE  YOU  CAN  MAKE  IT  TO  THIS  IMPORTANT  EVENT!!!!! 

PLEASE  PASS  THIS  ANNOUNCEMENT  ON  TO  OTHERS YOUR  SUPPORT  IS  NEEDED 

AND  APPRECIATED! ! ! ! 

PEACHTOWN  NATIVE  AMERICAN  CULTURAL  FESTIVAL 
"Art  as  a bridge,  an  educator,  a peacemaker" 

Wells  College  Campus,  Aurora,  NY 
October  3 10am  - 7pm 

October  4 11am  - 6pm 

Admission  is  Free!!! 

-Aurora  is  located  on  the  western  side  of  Cayuga  Lake  (within  the 
Cayuga  Land  Claim  area) 

-For  more  info  call:  315-364-5206  or  315-364-8721 

-Performing  artists  include:  Bill  Crouse  & Allegany  River  Dancers, 

Dan  Hill!,  Art  Cleveland,  Midge  Dean  Stock,  Deannie  Shenandoah,  lane 
Mt.  Pleasant  (and  more  T.B.A.)... 

-Approximately  25  artists  will  be  displaying/demonstrating/selling  their 
work  including  Steve  John,  Tom  Huff,  Dan  Hill,  Sheenasha  & more! 

-Mike  Tarbell  will  be  doing  flint  knapping  demonstrations. 

-A1  George  (Cayuga)  will  do  the  opening/closing  Thanksgiving  Address 
-There  will  be  a feast  (also  free!)  on  Saturday  2:30pm. .. .bring  a dish 
to  pass  if  you  can  (corn  soup  & other  traditional  foods  will  be 
available) 

-3oe  Marshall  (organizer)  is  trying  to  rent  a boat  for  the  weekend  so 
that  people  can  go  out  on  the  lake... 

Here  is  the  personal  letter  Dan  Hill  has  been  sending  out  to  people 
along  with  the  flyer.... 

While  attending  a Youth  & Elders  Gathering  at  St.  Catherine's  Native 
Center  (Ontario)  on  3-1-98,  the  idea  for  this  design  (not  shown 
here/email)  came  to  me  as  I listened  to  Tom  Porter  tell  of  how  he  and  a 
group  of  traditional  Mohawk  people  returned  to  their  original  homeland 
in  the  Mohawk  Valley  (New  York).  150  years  after  being  driven  out, 
Mohawk  people  have  come  home  to  "Kanatsiohareke"  (The  Place  of  the  Clean 
Pot).  Seeing  the  community  there  continue  to  grow  has  been  very 
uplifting  to  me  and  to  the  many  other  friends,  visitors  and  supporters 
of  the  Mohawk  people  of  Kanatsiohareke. 

"If  We  Can  Imagine  it,  it  Will  Come  to  Pass" 

One  year  ago,  I was  asked  to  come  to  Peach  Town,  NY  Elementary  School 
to  play  flute  music  and  tell  stories.  During  that  visit  and  others, 
people  kept  asking,  "What  about  the  Cayuga  land  claims?".  I told  them 
what  I knew,  which  was  tht  the  courts  had  decided  that  the  claims  were 
valid  and  that  the  state  and  counties  involved  had  been  ordered  to 
settle  with  the  Cayuga  Nation. 

Doe  and  Stephanie  Marshall  own  Lakota  Lodge,  A Native  American  art 
gallery  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Cayuga  land  claim  area.  They  have 
been  highly  supportive  of  efforts  to  educate  others  about  the  Cayuga 
land  claims  and  have  diligently  worked  to  create  a positive  dialogue 
between  area  residents  and  the  Cayuga  people.  They  are  to  be  commended 


for  attempting  this  while  also  trying  to  make  a Native  American  art 
gallery  succeed  as  a business  in  a place  where  contested  land  claims 
have  sometimes  caused  tension  between  all  involved  parties. 

The  PeachTown  Native  American  Cultural  Festival  has  grown  out  of  the 
combined  efforts  of  loe  and  Stephanie  Marshall  at  Lakota  Lodge,  the  many 
people  who  have  expressed  an  interest  in  supporting  the  Cayuga  People  in 
their  efforts  to  return  to  their  homeland  and  my  own  desires  as  a Cayuga 
person  to  do  the  same.  The  goals  of  the  festival  are  to  create  an 
opportunity  for  the  Cayuge  people  (and  all  their  friends)  to  come  to 
Cayuga  land,  to  envision  the  reality  of  the  Cayuga  Nation  living  again 
in  their  homeland,  and  to  continue  encouraging  a positive  dialogue 
between  the  Cayuga  people  and  the  many  non-native  people  living  in  the 
Cayuga  land  claim  area  who  have  also  come  to  know  it  as  "home" 

To  offer  your  support  or  any  commentary  about  this  event  or  to  request 
further  information  please  feel  free  to  contact  me  at  (716)  298-8557. 
Nya'weh  for  spreading  the  word  and  we  hope  to  see  you  at  the  festival. 

Dan  Hill,  Cayuga  (Heron  Clan) 
email:  rosehill@pce.net 


Date:  Fri,  11  Sep  1998  08:43:20  -0600 
From:  <aisesnet_drum@server .umt.edu>  at  SMTP 

Original_Sender : Karlleen  Dunning  <kdunning@mesa5. mesa. Colorado. edu> 
October  2,  3,  1998.  Mesa  State  College  will  be  hosting  their  Second 
Annual  Native  American  Indian  Film  Festival. 

Festivities  will  begin  on  Friday  evening  with  White  Shaman  and  Plastic 
Medicine  Men--30  minutes.  The  Utes  Must  Go--60  minutes.  Carved  from  the 
Heart  30  min  and  Silent  Tears--30  min. 

Saturday  afternoon:  Backbone  of  the  World--60  min.,  Rosa's  Time--  30 
min.,  and  Honey  Moccasin--60  min. 

Saturday  evening:  6:00  entertainment  by  the  Pollen  Trail  Dancers,  7:30 
feature  film  to  be  announced. 

Admission  is  free.  Donations  are  welcome.  The  Festival  is  funded  by 
several  organizations  on  the  Mesa  State  College  Campus.  Financial 
assistance  is  always  welcome  so  we  can  keep  this  event  going.  Next  year 
I plan  to  perhaps  add  a Readers  Festival  if  funds  become  available. 

For  further  information:  Karlleen  at  (970)248-1687,  (970)245-8399  or 
e-mail  kdunning@mesa5 .mesa.colorado.edu. 

Thanks, 

Kd 


Sub j : People  Support  the  American  ANCESTORS. . .this  is  the  Red  Road 
Date:  Sat,  12  Sep  1998  14:12:44  EDT 

AMERICAN  INDIANS  DENOUNCE  COLUMBUS  DAY 

On  Monday,  October  12,  1998,  this  coming  Columbus  Day,  a permit  will  be 
issued  to  conduct  a peaceful  demonstration  denouncing  Columbus  Day  as  a 
tax-paid  national  holiday.  The  protest  will  be  held  at  the  East  front  of 
the  Capitol  Building  in  Washington,  D.C.  This  demonstration  will  start  at 
9:00  a.m.  and  will  end  at  3:00  p.m.  on  October  12,  1998.  All  Americans  who 
support  a national  holiday  for  the  First  Americans  are  welcome  to  join  us 
and  show  your  support. 

United  Native  America,  headed  by  Mike  Graham,  along  with  the  vast 
majority  of  Americans,  is  demanding  that  Congress  change  Columbus  Day  back 
to  its  traditional  day,  the  second  Wednesday  of  October,  and  that  it  no 
longer  be  recognized  as  a tax-paid  holiday.  United  Native  America  further 
demands  that  the  second  Monday  of  October  be  declared  a Federal  holiday 
for  the  First  American  Indians.  This  change  is  well  deserved  and  long 
overdue. 

Columbus  Day  is  the  most  uncelebrated  and  most  unrecognized  paid  holiday, 
and  we  taxpayers  pay  for  it.  About  twenty  states  don't  recognize  Columbus 
Day.  In  fact,  the  state  of  South  Dakota  has  changed  Columbus  Day  to  Native 
American  Day.  It's  time  to  stop  the  racial  exclusion  of  American  Indians, 
and  give  them  the  national  recognition  to  which  they  are  more  than 


entitled . 

American  Indians  helped  the  first  Europeans  to  survive  when  they  came  to 
this  land.  Thus,  we  have  "Thanksgiving  Day."  With  Indian  help,  they 
achieved  their  independence,  which  is  celebrated  on  the  "Fourth  of  Duly." 
Did  you  know  that  American  Indians  played  a very  significant  role  in  the 
founding  of  America's  government?  Chief  Canassatego  was.  the  first  person 
to  call  publicly  for  a union  of  the  thirteen  colonies.  Benjamin  Franklin 
echoed  Chief  Canassatego  at  the  Albany  Congress  in  1754. 

Colonists  had  so  little  experience  with  democratic  institutions  that 
they  adopted  the  Algonquin  word  "caucus"  in  referring  to  new  decision- 
making procedures.  The  so-called  "founding  Fathers"  adopted  the  Iroquois 
Indian  Federalism  as  the  central  principle  of  the  newly  formed  country 
they  called  America.  Consequently,  we  have  the  most  free  society  in  the 
world  today. 

Columbus  committed  human  atrocities  and  denounced  the  Indian  heritage. 

He  called  them  "savages"  and  enslaved  them.  Before,  during  and  after  the 
Civil  War,  the  Federal  government  committed  the  world's  longest  and  most 
inhuman  holocaust  against  American  Indians.  How  many  millions  of  American 
Indians  needlessly  lost  their  lives  because  of  this  slaughter  will  never 
be  known. 

If  you  review  Indian  history  in  Central  America,  Mexico  and  Canada,  you 
will  discover  that  the  loss  of  life  runs  into  hundreds  of  millions  of 
Indian  people.  Some  tribal  communities  were  completely  annihilated. 

History  has  recorded  the  Trail  of  Tears,  Wounded  Knee,  Turtle  Island, 

Sandy  Creek,  and  Custer's  Last  Stand.  But  not  everyone  knows  that  the  U.  S 
Government  paid  bounties  for  the  scalps  of  Native  Americans. 

Indian  chiefs  were  killed  or  imprisoned  for  life  for  standing  up  for  the 
Indian  right  to  live  in  peace  and  self-government.  They  won  that  right  on 
the  battlefields  of  their  lands.  Today,  what's  left  of  Native  American 
lands  are  called  "reservations."  American  Indians  were  forced  into  slavery 
in  the  South,  and  later  brutally  forced  out  of  the  Southern  states. 

The  only  state  that  has  apologized  to  the  Indians  is  Georgia.  While 
Canada  has  apologized  for  its  role  in  persecution  of  Indians,  our  own 
government  has  apologized  to  everyone  in  the  world  except  the  American 
Indians . 

Today,  45  percent  of  Native  Americans  live  in  poverty.  Three  out  of  five 
of  the  most  impoverished  counties  in  America  are  predominantly  Native 
American.  The  persecution  of  Native  Americans  continues  to  this  day.  Don't 
think  it  doesn't! 

The  whole  purpose  of  the  Federal  government  and  State  government  is  to 
make  the  American  dream  available  to  all  Americans.  American  Indian 
sovereignty  is  under  attack  in  the  Federal  and  State  courts  and  among 
members  of  congress  and  the  senate.  This  is  totally  uncalled  for.  Our 
government  is  continuing  to  push  American  Indians  into  a "no-win" 
situation . 

It's  time  for  our  government  to  get  rid  of  its  1800 's  attitude  toward 
Indians,  and  to  discontinue  its  misguided  policies.  America  will  not  come 
full  circle  until  its  people  see  fit  to  elect  a Native  American  as  their 
President . 

There's  not  one  group  of  people  in  this  country,  nor  a race  of  people  on 
the  face  of  this  planet,  which  has  suffered  or  endured  more  hardship  than 
the  American  Indians.  This  is  not  Europe,  the  Middle  East,  Africa,  or  Asia 
This  is  America  - and  America's  true  roots  are  found  nowhere  else  but  in 
its  American  Indian  people. 

If  this  country  is  going  to  have  national  holidays  which  pay  tribute  to 
heritage  and  distinguished  people,  then  it  can  certainly  afford  to 
recognize  the  American  Indian  heritage  and  its  countless  distinguished 
people  as  well. 

Columbus  is  the  Hitler  of  America.  Our  tax  dollars  are  paying  for  a 
national  holiday  in  his  honor  for  discovering  our  land  and  people,  and 
it's  a national  (sick)  joke. 

In  a national  survey,  99  percent  of  all  Americans  responding  want  our 
government  to  bring  about  economic  change  and  national  recognition  for 
Indians.  In  the  states  of  Hawaii  and  Alaska,  and  throughout  the  mainland 
of  our  country,  people  from  all  over  the  world  are  coming  to  the  Native 


American  communities  to  experience  Indian  heritage.  They  show  their 
respect,  and  they  receive  it  back  many  times  over.  People  respecting  each 
other  and  their  different  heritages  is  what  this  country  is  all  about. 

In  our  overall  efforts.  United  Native  America  is  endeavoring  to 
establish  American  Indian  Heritage  Month,  to  be  celebrated  in  November 
each  year.  This  proclamation  must  be  passed  by  Congress  three  consecutive 
years  in  order  to  become  law.  It  was  first  introduced  in  1990,  and  it  was 
passed  in  1997.  The  Indian  Affairs  Office  in  Washington,  D.C.  is  handling 
this  issue.  We  hope  to  find  a Federal  representative  who  has  the  courage 
and  commitment  to  bring  a National  Holiday  Bill  before  Congress  early  in 
1999.  By  contacting  your  representatives  and  writing  letters,  you  can  help 
make  this  happen.  <<>> 


Events  coming  up  in  the  east: 

From:  Wanige 

This  will  be  the  final  update  of  my  Southern  Pow  Wows  & Events  listing 
for  the  Summer  & Fall  of  1998,  unless  someone  sends  me  news  of  events  that 
were  omitted  or  incorrectly  listed  for  this  particular  time  period. 

The  next  Southern  Events  listing  will  cover  the  Winter  months,  and  will 
probably  be  released  in  late  September  or  early  October.  If  you  missed  any 
of  the  previous  Summer/Fall  listings,  I can  still  send  them  to  you.  Dust 
send  an  e-mail  request  to  Wanige@aol.com,  requesting  a particular  set  of 
updates.  The  lists  were  released  in  the  following  order,  and  contained  the 
following  states:  1)  Alabama,  Arkansas;  2)  Florida,  Georgia;  3)  Kentucky, 
Louisiana,  Maryland,  Mississippi;  4)  Missouri,  North  Carolina;  5)  Oklahoma, 
South  Carolina;  6)  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  West  Virginia. 

TENNESSEE  EVENTS 

Sept.  26-27:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Dames  E.  Ward  Ag  Center  on 
the  Wilson  County  Fairgrounds,  Lebanon.  Info:  Don  Yahola  (615)  444-4899. 

Oct.  16-18:  NAIA  Pow  Wow  & Fall  Festival,  at  Hermitage  Landing  (aka: 
Rainbow  Landing)  on  the  shores  of  Percy  Priest  Lake,  near  Nashville.  Info: 
Native  American  Indian  Association,  211  Union  St.,  Stahlman  Building  #932, 
Nashville,  TN  37201  (615)  726-0806. 

Oct.  23-25:  Clarksville  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  Austin  Peay  State 
University,  Clarksville.  Head  Man:  Mike  Simms;  Head  Lady:  Taylor  Simms; 

Head  Singers:  Billy  Evans  Horse  & Shawn  Watkins;  Northern  Drums:  Bull  Run 
Singers,  Redhawk  Singers;  Southern  Drum:  All  Nations  Singers.  Admission: 
$5.00  - adults;  $3.00  seniors  & kids  aged  6-12.  There  will  be  beading 
demonstrations,  games,  gourd  dancing,  other  activities.  The  event  will 
benefit  the  Clarksville-Montgomery  County  Public  Library  Native  American 
Studies  Area.  Info:  David  or  Ingrid  Baker  (931)  326-5837  or  Dbaker6874@aol . 
com . 

Oct.  24-25:  Tennessee  Benefit  Pow  Wow  Competition,  Woodlawn  Park, 

Woodlawn.  Info:  Vanessa  Whitman,  2592  Dover  Road,  Woodlawn,  TN  31791,  or 
Michelle  Way  (615)  431-3057. 

TEXAS  EVENTS 

Sept.  11-13:  National  Championship  Pow  Wow,  at  Trader's  Village,  Grand 
Prairie.  Info:  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Intertribal  Association, 2602  Mayfield  Road, 
Grand  Prairie,  TX  75052,  or  (972)  647-2331  or  647-8585. 

Sept.  14-15:  Four  Winds  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Special  Events  Center,  Killeen. 
Info:  (254)  699-3167  or  fourwinds@hotmail.com. 

Sept.  19:  TIHA  Fall  Pow  Wow,  Plano. 

General  info:  (956)  682-5775;  Traders  info:  (956)  659-6239. 

VIRGINIA  EVENTS 

Oct.  10-11:  The  Assateague  People's  Pow  Wow,  at  Indian  Town  Park,  Route  13, 
Eastville.  Info:  (757)  583-3005. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  EVENTS 

Sept.  19-20:  Appalachian  American  Indians  Homecoming  Pow  Wow,  on  the 
riverbank  at  the  University  of  Charleston,  in  Kanawha  City.  Head  Man:  Larry 
Brown;  Head  Lady:  Pat  Arrington;  Emcee:  Hank  Houghtaling;  Arena  Director: 

Bob  Parkins;  Host  Drum:  Two  Feathers; Featured  Guest  Drums:  Red  Bird  Singers, 
Mother  Earth  Beat.  Free  admission.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Appalachian  American 
Indians  of  West  Virginia,  Inc.,  & the  University  of  Charleston  Student 
Activities  Board.  Info:  Mel  Charlton  (304)  683-3647  or  charlton@CWV.net; 
Traders  info:  Wayne  (304)  357-1723,  (304)  342-0884,  or  applel0@aol.com. 


Please  Note:  This  list  is  compiled  as  a public  service,  and  may  be  freely 
copied  or  transmitted  in  any  form  whatsoever.  If  you  would  like  to  be  added 
or  deleted  from  this  mailing  list,  just  send  your  request  to  Wanige@aol.com. 
Addendum : 

Sep.  25-27:  Grand  Bois  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg-Larose 
Hwy . 24,  Bourg,  LA.  Info:  (504)  594-6826  or  594-7410. 

Sep.  25-27:  Indian  Trail  Pow  Wow,  at  Indian  Trail  School,  Indian  Trail,  NC. 
Info:  Letha  Dial  (704)  331-4818. 

Sep.  25-27:  Chickahominy  Festival,  Route  1,  Box  299,  Providence  Forge,  VA 
23104.  Info:  Chief  Adkins  or  P.  Owen  (804)  829-6333. 

Sep.  26-27:  Desoto  Caverns  Fall  Indian  Festival,  at  Desoto  Caverns  Park 
near  Childersburg,  AL.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  an  Indian  Dance  Festival. 
There  will  be  no  competition  dancing,  only  demonstration  dancing,  along  with 
arts  & crafts  (not  limited  to  Native  American  displays),  cave  tours  & other 
entertainment.  Emcee:  Rick  Bird;  Drum:  Bird  Chopper  Bird  Family  Singers; 
Flute  music  by  Wind  Rodrigez;  Singing  by  Sara  Bird;  Demonstration  dances  by 
the  Big  Mountain  Family .Vendor  spaces  can  be  booked  until  Sep.  21st. 

Info:  (800)  933-2283  or  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  5181  Desoto  Caverns  Parkway, 
Childersburg,  AL  35044-5663.  On-site  tent  camping  & a limited  number  of  full 
hookups  for  RV's  is  available. 

Sep.  26-27:  Coming  Home  Pow  Wow,  Indiantown  Park,  Eastville,  VA. 

Info:  (757)  583-3005  or  (757)  787-8865. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Sep  1998  11:50:00  -0600 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unlinfo.unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Update 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 
PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  SEPT  14  - SEPT.  18: 

MON  - 9/14:  Spending  Americas  Oil  Insurance! 

Did  you  know  that  there  are  immense  oil  reserves  stashed  throughout  America? 
Well  there  is  a move  now  to  develop  these  reserves. . .one  example  being  the 
recent  opening  of  the  National  Petroleum  Reserve  in  Alaska.  But  with  the 
high  costs  associated  with  imported  oil_like  Middle  East  terrorism  and  the 
Gulf  War... is  it  time  that  we  start  developing  our  domestic  reserves? 

Guests  include  Mark  Rubin  of  the  American  Petroleum  Institute. 

TUE  - 9/15:  Current  Events 

Today  on  this  Current  Events  edition  we  look  at  recent  legislation  affecting 
Native  America  and  update  you  on  the  Makah  whale  hunt  and  the  Petroglyph 
National  Monument  in  New  Mexico.  We'll  also  open  up  the  phone  lines  to  hear 
about  what's  current  in  your  community. 

WED  - 9/16:  Welfare  Workfarms 

The  idea  of  welfare-to-work  is  catching  like  wildfire  across  the  country. 

The  only  problem  is  that  many  welfare  recipients  are  finding  themselves 
doing  the  dirty  work  for  cities  and  states  and  then  later  laid  off .. .finding 
themselves  back  at  square  one.  Are  we  seeing  the  creation  of  welfare 
workfarms  for  cash  strapped  cities  and  municipalities?  And  how  does  this 
affect  native  Americans  on  welfare  assistance? 

THU  - 9/17:  Mixed  Marriages 

According  to  a recent  US  census  study  there  are  more  and  more  mixed  blood 
marriages  in  Native  America.  Of  all  the  ethnic  minority  groups  in  this 
country ...  native  Americans  are  the  least  likely  to  marry  our  own.  Does  mixed 
marriages  create  an  in  home  culture  clash?  Or  does  mixed  marriages  with 
non-native  cultures  threaten  to  thin  our  already  thinning  bloodlines? 

FRI  - 9/18:  Early  Signs  of  Alcohol  Abuse 

This  encore  presentation  of  the  Wellness  Edition  discusses  the  importance  of 
stopping  alcoholism  before  it  starts. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Doseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : 

Eric  Martin,  AIROS  800-571-6885,  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 


Wellness  Edition:  Leona  Westdahl,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  nac@knba.ong 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Adrian  Redmond, 
Moonlight,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Louis  Proyect, 
Patrisia  Gonzales  and  Roberto  Rodriguez,  Barbara  Landis,  Aileen  Terra, 
Debra  Sanders,  Chief  Peter  G.  Torres,  Paula  Gunn  Allen  via  Sueko  Sakai, 
Larry  Innes,  lanet  Smith 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Sep  22  22:57:01  1998 
Date:  Tue,  22  Sep  1998  19:50:06  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.039 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  FOL-L,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film  Lists; 

First  Nations  News;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

The  Native  American  Community  Forum;  North  American  Spirit  Lodge; 

UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"As  a child,  I understood  how  to  give;  I have  forgotten  that  grace  since 
I became  civilized.  I lived  the  natural  life,  whereas  I now  live  the 
artificial.  Any  pretty  pebble  was  valuable  to  me  then,  every  growing 
tree  an  object  of  reverence. 

"Now  I worship  with  the  white  man  before  a painted  landscape  whose  value 
is  estimated  in  dollars!  Thus  the  Indian  is  reconstructed,  as  the 
natural  rocks  are  ground  to  a powder  and  made  into  artificial  blocks 
that  may  be  built  into  the  walls  of  modern  society." 

Charles  Alexander  Eastman  (Ohiyesa),  Santee  Sioux 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I looked  hard  to  find  the  quote  for  this  week.  I knew  I had  taken  it  to 
heart  before,  but  forgot  who  the  thoughts  belong  to.  My  thoughts  have  been 
dwelling  on  the  basic  truths  in  Dr.  Eastman's  words. 

It  has  come  to  me  that  a lot  of  what  is  wrong  with  the  dominant  society 
can  be  attributed  to  lack  of  contact  with  the  others  who  share  the  land 
we  walk  on.  Working  with  stone  or  leather,  or  quills  or  beads  makes  you 
more  conscience  of  who  you  are  and  your  connection  with  the  other  beings 
who  are  also  children  of  Mother  Earth. 

I am  not  about  to  pretend  everyone  who  identifies  his  or  herself  as  an 
American  Indian  is  a crafts  maker.  I do,  however,  believe  most  First 
People  know  at  least  two  or  three  others  who  do  make  crafts,  or  keep  an 
herb  or  food  garden,  or  go  to  the  mountain  or  desert  for  answers. 

Such  is  not  the  case  with  the  dominant  society.  More  and  more  it 
removes  people  from  contact,  even  insulating  their  walk  from  Earth  with 
thick  strands  of  concrete  and  asphalt. 

The  workplace  further  dehumanizes  them,  those  they  work  for  and  those 
they  work  against.  If  graves  are  nothing  more  than  acres,  survey  marks 
on  computer  screens  and  plats,  how  real  can  they  be?  If  the  people  being 
displaced  by  a development  are  merely  being  moved  from  one  place  on  a 
database  to  another,  how  traumatic  can  the  move  be? 

This  is  not  to  excuse  what  is  being  done.  It  is  to  make  you  realize 
why  "usual"  approaches  fail  to  touch  the  hearts  of  these  corporate 
monsters,  and  make  us  all  start  to  think  of  more  effective  means  to 
bring  an  end  to  the  destruction. 

We  cannot  drag  these  people  to  a crafts  table  and  make  them  relate  to 
the  rest  of  Creator's  gifts.  We  cannot  rip  up  the  sidewalks  and  make 
them  walk  barefoot.  We  must  find  a way  to  rip  away  the  insulation  without 
destroying  ourselves  in  the  process. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


I don't  have  an  answer,  but  I do  know  what  we  have  done  till  now  has  not 


been  effective.  Our  pain,  our  tears,  our  anger  do  not  touch  them,  because 
few  of  them  reach  beneath  their  superficial  surfaces  except  at  those  times 
when  they  must  to  deal  with  their  own  pain,  anger  and  tears. 
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If  you  are  a veteran  you  need  to  know  that  a bill  signed  by  President 
Clinton  is  now  a law. 

If  a veteran  has  NOT  registered  at  a VA  hospital  since  October  1,  1996, 
then  on  October  1,  1998  he  or  she  will  lose  all  medical  benefits  for  life. 

To  register  or  for  information  contact  your  VA  Medical  Center. 
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The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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RE:  Protest  Primer 


Date:  Mon,  27  Dul  1998  16:07:24  -0500 

From:  IT  Shupe  < jt_wayagola_shupe@vnet.ibm.com> 

Sub j : Protest  Primer 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 


What  is  the  Point  to  all  of  this  Protesting?..."  A Primer 


For  those  who  don't  understand  the  offense  taken  by  Indian  people  about 
derogatory  team  names,  mascots  and  accompanying  behavior  - this  is  a 
basic  primer.  It  responds  to  the  arguments  most  often  used  by  those  who 
are  insensitive  to  the  pain  they  are  causing. 

The  passages  from  the  Holy  Books  of  Christianity,  Islam  and  Judaism 
included  in  this  brochure  have  been  suggested  by  members  of  several  faith 
communities  to  be  used  as  a basis  for  prayerful  consideration  of  the 
information  being  presented. 


Q:  What's  the  point  to  all  of  this  protesting?  It's  honoring  the  Indians... 

A:  "Would  you  paint  your  face  black,  wear  an  Afro  wig  and  prance  around 
the  football  field  trying  to  imitate  your  perceptions  of  Black  people? 
Of  course  not!  That  would  be  insulting  to  Blacks  so  why  is  it  okay  to 
do  it  to  Indians?"  --  Tim  Giago  : Editor  in  chief.  The  Lakota  Times 

Q:  Shouldn't  we  protest  the  California  Angels  and  the  New  Orleans  Saints 
because  they  are  offensive  to  Christians? 

A:  "When  you  go  to  one  of  their  games  and  they  are  selling  toy  crucifixes 
as  souvenirs  and  every  time  the  team  scores,  the  fans  wave  those 
crucifixes  and  a little  mascot  dressed  like  the  pope  runs  around  and 
sprinkles  holy  water  on  all  the  drunks,  then  you  should  start 
protesting...  And  us  Indians  will  be  right  there  beside  you..." 

--  Clyde  Bellecourt  : Director,  National  American  Indian  Movement 

"Treat  others  as  you  would  like  them  to  treat  you."  Luke  6:31 

Q:  Aren't  there  more  important  Issues  for  Indian  people  to  be  worried 
about? 

A:  "People  of  faith  need  to  stand  up  and  take  this  issue  seriously.  The 
use  of  demeaning  caricatures  of  American  Indian  people  as  "mascots" 

or  logos  for  sports  teams  is  morally  wrong.  It  denies  human  beings  the 

respect  they  deserve  as  brothers  and  sisters  created  in  the  image  of 
God.  The  church  strongly  opposes  any  use  of  racial  stereotypes, 
especially  for  commercial  profit.  The  time  has  come  to  put  an  end  to 
this  form  of  racism  in  our  society." 

--  The  Rt.  Rev.  Steve  Charlston,  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Alaska 

"...Had  Allah  willed  He  could  have  made  you  one  community.  But  that  He 
may  try  you  by  that  which  He  hath  given  you  (He  made  you  as  ye  are.) 

So  vie  with  one  another  in  good  works.  Unto  Allah  ye  all  return,  and 

he  will  then  inform  you  of  that  wherein  ye  differ."  Qur'an,  Ch.5  V.48 

Q:  Why  can  an  Indian  reservation  high  school  have  an  Indian  logo  and 
nickname  such  as  "the  Warriors,"  and  other  teams  can't? 

A: "Ethnocentric  insensitivity  and  disregard  for  opinions  of  Native  people 
is  the  continuing  saga  of  American  history.  Only  Native  people  should 
have  the  rights  to  say  how  their  images  are  projected  to  the  outside 
public."  --  Paul  DeMain  : Editor,  News  From  Indian  Country 

A: "The  whole  point  is  that  NATIVE  AMERICANS  can  and  should  make  the 
decision  about  how  they  are  portrayed.  If  they  choose  to  use  an 
appropriate  symbol  for  their  school,  that  is  their  perogative.  It  is 
not  a matter  for  non-Indians  to  decide." 

--  Sharon  Metz  : Director,  HONOR 

"...If  I am  not  for  myself,  who  will  be  for  me?  But  if  I am  only  for 
myself,  what  Am  I?  And  if  not  now,  when?  --  Hillel  1:14 

Q:  This  has  been  going  on  for  years.  Why  didn't  the  Indians  protest  when 
the  symbols  were  adopted? 

A:  "The  issue  that  these  logos  and  mascots  offend  has  always  been  there. 

We  have  a chance  to  change  it  with  respect  to  Indian  people  and  be 
enlightened  in  the  process.  We  don't  know  our  own  racism  in  using 
these  logos  and  mascots." 

--  Rev.  Marlene  Whiterabbit  Helgemo:  VCC 


Q:  I know  some  Indians  who  think  the  logos  are  fine  and  some  even  sell 

plastic  tomahawks.  Isn't  it  just  a radical  minority  that  is  protesting? 
A:  "The  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  (NCAI),  as  the  voice  of 
Indian  Peoples  and  Tribal  Governments,  recognizes  the  sovereignty  and 
rights  of  each  tribe  to  determine  their  own  destiny.  NCAI  and  other 
national  and  regional  Indian  and  non-Indian  organizations  strongly 
oppose  the  denigration  and  stereotyping  of  rich  Indian  cultures  and 
heritage  and  does  not  saction  the  pandering  and  pecuniary  gain  by  those 
perpetrating  these  negative  images.  Our  sacred  songs,  dances, 
ceremonies,  languages  and  religions  are  precious  to  us  as  a people." 

--  Gaiashkibos  : President,  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  and 
Chairperson,  Lac  Courte  Oreilles  Tribal  Governing  Board. 

"...Let  us  therefor  cease  judging  one  another,  but  rather  make  this  simple 
judgement:  that  no  obstacle  or  stumbling-block  be  placed  in  a brothers  way. 
--  Romans  14:13 

Q:  How  does  it  harm  Indian  people? 

A:  "As  a group  of  professional  mental  health  providers,  we  are  in  agreement 
that  using  images  of  American  Indians  as  mascots...  is  damaging  to  the 
self-concept  and  self  esteem  of  our  people." 

--  American  Indian  Mental  Health  Association  of  Minnesota 
A:  "The  issue  of  the  Indian  mascot  has  affected  the  perceptions  of  both 
Native  Americans  and  non-natives  toward  the  image  of  Native  American 
people,  as  well  as  leaving  emotional  and  psychological  scars  in  those 
parents  and  students  involved  in  teh  continuous  struggle  of  unlearning 
Indian  stereotypes." 

--  Cornel  Pewewardy  : Principal,  American  Indian  Magnet  Schools, 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

"...Each  of  us  must  consider  his  neighbor  and  think  what  is  right  for  his 
good  and  will  build  up  the  common  life."  --  Romans  15:2 

The  quote  and  definitions  below  were  taken  from  a t-shirt  produced  for 
the  National  Coalition  on  Racism  in  Sports  and  the  Media  located  in 
Minneapolis,  MN. 

"I  find  it  difficult  to  accept  your  statement  that  the  name  'Redskins' 
is  racist,  derogatory  and  demeaning  to  the  American  Indian." 

--  lack  Kent  Cooke,  Owner  of  the  Washington  "Redskins" 

"redskin,  n.  (often  disparaging  and  offensive)  a North  American  Indian." 

--  The  Random  House  Dictionary  Second  Edition,  Unabridged 
"redskin:  a No.  American  Indian  - Usu.  taken  to  be  offensive" 

--  Webster's  Third  New  International  Dictionary 
"redskin  1.  A North  American  Indian  (not  the  preferred  term.)" 

--  The  Oxford  English  Dictionary  Second  Edition 

Q:  What  can  I do  to  support  Indian  people  and  efforts  to  change  attitudes 
and  use  of  stereotypes? 

A:  1)  Consult  with  local  tribal  leaders  in  your  area... 

2)  Write  to  HONOR  and  request  a list  of  appropriate  actions... 

3)  Write  to  local  universities  and  school  districts  that  use  Indian 
Nicknames  and  mascots. 

4)  Write  to  the  owners  and  commissioners  of  national  professional  teams. 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 

Honor,  Inc. 

2647  North  Stowell  Ave. 

Milwaukee,  WI  53211 
414/963-1324 

Copyright  1992,  HONOR. 


RE:  Sovereignty  Backlash 


Date:  Sat,  19  Sep  1998  21:59:30  -0600 
From:  "Suzan"  < jmarr(3plinet . com> 

Sub j : Tribes  Face  Sovereignty  Backlash 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Rocky  Mtn  New  story  clipping:  Date  unknown. 

Crow  Agency,  MT.  Tourist  drive  over  Crow  roads,  they  dump  garbage  on  Crow 
land,  they  get  into  disputes  with  Crow  Police.  But  until  1995,  when  the  Crow 
started  levying  a 4%resort  taxon  businesses  catering  to  the  tourists  within 
the  Reservation,  the  tribe  was  getting  little  revenue  from  the  millions  of 
people  who  wantd  to  see  where  the  man  the  Indians  called  Yellow  Hair  made 
his  last  stand. 

The  Crow  were  making  a stand  for  sovereignty  and  for  economic  survival. 

But  many  non-Indians  on  the  reservation  did  not  see  it  that  way.  They  saw 
it  as  taxation  without  representation  and  have  refused  to  pay  it. 

"I  didn't  persecute  anybody  at  Plymouth  Rock"  said  lames  Thompson,  a tax 
opponent  who  owns  Custer  Battlefield  Trading  Co.,  just  a stones  throw  from 
where  210  soldiers  fell.  "This  is  the  1990' s.  We  didn't  do  anything  to  them 
and  we  don't  owe  them  anything." 

But  what  started  as  a local  tax  dispute  around  a battleground  of  great 
historical  value  has  now  evolved  into  a legal  and  political  fight  that  could 
have  historic  and  national  implications  of  its  own. 

"Citizens  of  the  United  States  should  not  have  their  rights  limited  by 
separate  governments  within  the  United  States,"  said  Sen  Gorton.  For  nearly 
30  years,  this  has  been  his  battle  cry.  This  year  he  will  try  to  make  it  the 
law  of  the  land. 

"RE:  Senate  Supports  Arts  Funding"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Sep  1998  08:53:57  -0600 
From:  "Dohn  Berry"<berryj(3okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  9-16-98 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : Indian  News  9-16-98 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Senate  Supports  Arts  Funding 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  DIM  ABRAMS 
9/15/98 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  The  Senate  on  Tuesday  confirmed  its  strong  support 
for  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  rejecting  by  76-22  a proposal  to 
quit  funding  the  federal  arts  agency. 

The  Senate  vote  came  two  months  after  the  House,  where  opposition  to  the 
NEA  is  more  entrenched,  also  reversed  decisions  of  past  years  and  endorsed 
funding  for  the  agency. 

Sen.  Dohn  Ashcroft,  R-Mo.,  proposed  to  eliminate  $100  million  in  funding 
for  the  arts  agency  in  fiscal  1999,  saying,  "The  government  simply  should 
not  be  in  a position  to  determine  what  is  art  and  what  is  not." 

But  Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  R-Wash.,  said  it  was  "highly  appropriate  to 
continue  the  modest  support"  for  the  agency.  "The  reforms  that  have  been 
imposed  on  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  have,  in  fact,  worked,"  he  said. 

The  NEA  has  been  a target  for  extinction  since  Republicans  took  over 
control  of  Congress  in  1995,  with  opponents  accusing  it  of  funding 
blasphemous  works  and  saying  the  government  shouldn't  be  involved  in 
deciding  what  is  good  art. 

"We've  seen  that  government  funding  has  frequently  meant  pornography, 
obscenity,  attacks  on  religious  faith,"  Ashcroft  said. 

But  there  has  also  been  recognition  that  newly  imposed  congressional 
oversight  of  NEA  spending  and  NEA  efforts  to  ensure  that  its  assistance 


reaches  a broader  spectrum  of  Americans  have  been  effective  in  answering 
past  complaints. 

Last  year  the  House  by  one  vote  decided  to  eliminate  all  NEA  funding. 

The  $98  million  budget  was  later  restored  at  the  insistence  of  the  Senate 
and  the  White  House. 

But  this  year  the  House  voted  253-173  for  NEA's  $98  million  budget. 

NEA  Chairman  Bill  Ivey  said  there  was  a real  possibility  this  year  for 
the  first  increase  in  the  budget  in  eight  years.  "It  is  an  indication  of 
the  kind  of  bipartisan  support  that  is  building  under  us  and  we  couldn't 
be  more  pleased/'  he  said. 

The  NEA,  which  provides  matching  grants  for  arts  groups  and  state  and 
local  arts  organizations,  has  seen  its  budget  drop  from  a high  of  $175 
million  in  1992.  The  administration  this  year  requested  $136  million  for 
the  agency. 

The  NEA  budget  is  part  of  a $13.4  billion  spending  bill  to  fund  Interior 
Department,  Indian  and  cultural  programs  in  the  fiscal  year  beginning  on 
Oct.  1. 

The  bill  is  S.  2237. 
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Audit  raps  Cherokees'  use  of  $88,000 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
Tulsa  World 
9/16/98 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  Cherokee  Nation  has  had  its  "hands  slapped  pretty  good" 
by  a U.S.  Interior  Department  audit.  Chief  3oe  Byrd  said  Tuesday. 

The  audit  faults  the  tribe  for  using  $88,000  in  federal  funds  to  pay 
legal  fees  but  makes  no  charges  of  misuse  of  funds,  Byrd  said. 

The  chief  said  he  was  briefed  on  the  audit  last  week  in  Washington  by 
Interior's  assistant  secretary  Kevin  Gover  and  received  a draft  of  the 
report . 

The  final  audit  --  requested  by  members  of  the  state's  congressional 
delegation  --  is  expected  by  Sept.  25.  It  will  be  made  public  then  if  it 
hasn't  already  been  released,  Byrd  said.  He  declined  to  release  the  audit 
now. 

The  Interior  Department's  inspector  general  audited  the  tribe's  legal 
expenditures  from  October  1995,  the  year  Byrd  became  chief,  through 
February  1998. 

Charles  Head,  the  tribe's  executive  director  of  finance  and 
administration,  said  the  department  questioned  the  use  of  $88,000  in 
federal  funds  to  pay  a Washington  law  firm  in  the  tribe's  litigation  with 
the  federal  government  over  ownership  of  the  Arkansas  River  riverbed. 

Head  said  the  tribe  would  return  the  money  to  the  federal  government. 

He  said  he  didn't  expect  the  tribe  to  lose  any  federal  funds  because  of 
the  audit  findings. 

The  tribe's  summary  of  the  audit  says  it  "shows  the  Cherokee  Nation 
incurred  costs  of  some  legal  services  without  formal  contracts,  without 
support  for  some  costs  billed  and  outside  the  purview  of  contract  terms 
and  conditions,  and  some  were  in  excess  of  tribal  council-approved 
appropriations . " 

Byrd  said  the  audit  draft  was  critical  of  the  tribe  but  could  have  been 
worse . 

"We  got  our  hands  slapped  pretty  good  by  the  Department  of  Interior,  and 
we'll  accept  that.  This  is  not  something  we  are  happy  with  because  of  the 


time  and  effort  that  have  gone  into  making  our  system  work/'  he  said. 

However,  he  said.  Interior  "didn't  want  to  cripple  the  tribe.  It  wanted 
to  send  a message." 

He  said  the  auditors  applauded  the  tribe  for  keeping  federal  programs 
intact  during  months  of  controversy  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

"They  said  if  we  were  not  delivering  programs  that  they  would  have 
jerked  the  rug  out  from  under  us,"  Byrd  said. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  has  been  investigated  by  the  FBI  and  several  federal 
agencies  following  allegations  of  misuse  of  federal  funds. 

In  the  past  18  months,  the  tribe  has  been  through  a raid  by  Cherokee 
Nation  marshals  on  Byrd's  headquarters,  impeachment  attempts,  the  firing 
of  the  marshals,  obstruction  of  justice  charges  against  the  chief, 
violence  at  the  Cherokee  Courthouse,  layoffs,  boycotts  of  council 
meetings  and  alleged  wiretapping. 

Byrd  said  the  Interior  Department  audit  didn't  include  the  Cherokee 
Nation  Housing  Authority  because  that  is  a state  agency. 

Joel  Thompson,  the  Housing  Authority's  former  director,  faces  a federal 
trial  in  Muskogee  on  embezzlement  charges. 

Byrd  said  he  showed  copies  of  the  draft  audit  to  seven  council  members, 
who  returned  the  copies. 

Byrd  blamed  a faulty  accounting  system  for  the  problems  the  audit  found. 
Council  member  Paula  Holder  declined  comment  on  the  draft  report,  but  she 
said  the  accounting  system  was  not  to  blame. 

Byrd  did  not  disclose  the  total  amount  of  federal  funds  examined  by  the 
audit . 

U.S.  Rep.  Tom  Coburn,  R-Okla.,  said  in  May  that  a preliminary  report 
showed  the  audit  would  say  that  up  to  $10  million  might  have  been 
misappropriated . 
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Haggling  over  final  amount  stalls  Cherokee  tribal  buyout 
By  Rob  Martindale 
Tulsa  World 
9/19/98 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  Cherokee  Nation  and  nine  of  its  fired  marshals  are 
$58,000  apart  in  efforts  to  finalize  a buyout  agreement,  tribal  court 
records  show. 

The  tribe  issued  checks  Friday  for  the  former  marshal  service  as  part  of 
a partial  settlement,  but  the  two  sides  are  far  apart  on  a final  agreement 

Checks  were  written  Friday  for  the  marshals  totalling  $95,536  as  set 
down  in  an  order  from  the  tribe's  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  Cherokee 
Nation  spokeswoman  Lynn  Adair  said. 

As  the  second  and  final  part  of  the  buyout,  the  tribe  has  offered  $101, 
080  for  a total  buyout  package  of  $196,616,  according  to  court  records. 

However,  the  marshals  are  seeking  $159,000,  for  a total  package  of  $254, 
936. 

The  marshals  filed  suit  in  tribal  court  after  being  fired  last  year  for 
conducting  a raid  on  the  headquarters  of  Chief  3oe  Byrd  in  search  of 
evidence  of  misuse  of  funds. 

The  tribe  agreed  to  settle  the  case  and  make  the  partial  payment  Friday. 

According  to  the  court,  the  settlement  is  to  be  finalized  by  next  Friday 
If  any  discrepancies  between  the  administration  and  marshals  can't  be 
worked  out.  Chief  Justice  Dwight  Birdwell  said  he  will  issue  an  order 
next  Friday. 


The  partial  settlement  executed  Friday  was  worked  out  through 
negotiations  before  a special  magistrate,  Julian  Fite. 

The  tribe  and  the  marshals  apparently  agreed  on  the  initial  buyout  for 
missed  pay  until  January  1999,  but  they  aren't  in  agreement  over  the 
amount  from  February  of  last  year  to  early  this  year. 

"RE : King  Ferdinand's  Letter  to  the  Taino"  

Date:  Sun,  20  Sep  1998  11:17:15  -0400 
From:  SueWE  <smartin@JAVANET.COM> 

Sub  j : King  Ferdinand's  letter  to  the  Taino  Indians 

UUCP  email 

Thought  you  all  might  be  interested  in  this  bit  of  history.  It's  a 

letter  from  King  Ferdinand,  carried  by  Columbus  on  his  2nd  voyage  to 

Flaiti,  speaking  to  the  Taino/Arawak  Indians,  and  it's  shockingly 
blatant . 

http: //www. isnet .org/archive-milis/ jan95/0535 . html 
SueWE 

Sue  White  Eagle 

IMPERIALISM  WITHOUT  ANY  PRETENCE! 

Below  is  a letter  which  King  Ferdinand  sent  along  with  Columbus  on 
his  second  voyage  to  Haiti.  It  was  to  be  communicated  to  the  Taino/Arawak 
Indians.  It  is  a fascinating  document.  The  King  wants  the  Indians  to 

acknowledge  the  Christian  religion  and  God,  and  to  accept  the  authority 

of  the  King  of  Spain. 

The  letter  is  a mix  of  promises  of  benefits  that  will  come  to  them, 
but  quickly  followed  up  with  the  direst  of  threats  if  they  do  no 
comply. 

It  is  all  so  blatant.  I read  documents  like  these  from  past  centuries 
and  I often  think  I'd  rather  be  living  in  a time  when  there  wasn't  as 
much  pretence.  It  seems,  at  least,  that  people  were  bolder,  or  more 
fool  hardy  or  perhaps  just  more  powerful  and  arrogant,  but  they  tended 
to  say  what  they  meant.  Today  countries  like  the  U.S.  seem  to  be  just 
as  imperialistic  as  was  Spain  in  1500,  but  they  try  to  act  like  they  are 
not.  King  Ferdinand's  letter  is  shocking  and  horrible,  but  at  the  same 
time  the  unmasked  nature  of  his  imperialism  is  refreshing. 

I will  be  sharing  this  letter  with  my  class  tomorrow  night  as  part  of 
helping  them  understand  what  the  Spanish  occupation  meant  to  the 
natives  of  Hispaniola. 

Bob  Corbett 

P.S.  Hope  to  see  some  of  you  at  8 PM  tonight  on  IRC,  channel 
#haiti . 


In  the  name  of  King  Ferdinand  and  Juana,  his  daughter.  Queen  of  Castile 
and  Leon,  etc.,  conquerors  of  barbarian  nations,  we  notify  you  as  best  we 
can  that  our  Lord  God  Eternal  created  Heaven  and  earth  and  a man  and 
woman  from  whom  we  all  descend  for  all  times  and  all  over  the  world.  In 
the  5,000  years  since  creation  the  multitude  of  these  generations  caused 
men  to  divide  and  establish  kingdoms  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  among 
whom  God  chose  St.  Peter  as  leader  of  mankind,  regardless  of  their  law, 
sect  or  belief.  He  seated  St.  Peter  in  Rome  as  the  best  place  from  which 
to  rule  the  world  but  he  allowed  him  to  establish  his  seat  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  and  rule  all  people,  whether  Christians,  Moors,  Jews, 
Gentiles  or  any  other  sect.  He  was  named  Pope,  which  means  admirable  and 
greatest  father,  governor  of  all  men.  Those  who  lived  at  that  time  obeyed 
St.  Peter  as  Lord  and  superior  King  of  the  universe,  and  so  did  their 
descendants  obey  his  successors  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  time. 

The  late  Pope  gave  these  islands  and  mainland  of  the  ocean  and  the 
contents  hereof  to  the  above-mentioned  King  and  Queen,  as  is  certified 
in  writing  and  you  may  see  the  documents  if  you  should  so  desire. 
Therefore,  Their  Highnesses  are  lords  and  masters  of  this  land;  they  were 


acknowledged  as  such  when  this  notice  was  posted,  and  were  and  are  being 
served  willingly  and  without  resistance;  then,  their  religious  envoys 
were  acknowledged  and  obeyed  without  delay,  and  all  subjects 
unconditionally  and  of  their  own  free  will  became  Christians  and  thus 
they  remain.  Their  Highnesses  received  their  allegiance  with  joy  and 
benignity  and  decreed  that  they  be  treated  in  this  spirit  like  good  and 
loyal  vassals  and  you  are  under  the  obligation  to  do  the  same. 

Therefore,  we  request  that  you  understand  this  text,  deliberate  on  its 
contents  within  a reasonable  time,  and  recognize  the  Church  and  its 
highest  priest,  the  Pope,  as  rulers  of  the  universe,  and  in  their  name 
the  King  and  Queen  of  Spain  as  rulers  of  this  land,  allowing  the 
religious  fathers  to  preach  our  holy  Faith  to  you.  You  own  compliance  as 
a duty  to  the  King  and  we  in  his  name  will  receive  you  with  love  and 
charity,  respecting  your  freedom  and  that  of  your  wives  and  sons  and  your 
rights  of  possession  and  we  shall  not  compel  you  to  baptism  unless  you, 
informed  of  the  Truth,  wish  to  convert  to  our  holy  Catholic  Faith  as 
almost  all  your  neighbors  have  done  in  other  islands,  in  exchange  for 
which  Their  Highnesses  bestow  many  privileges  and  exemptions  upon  you. 

Should  you  fail  to  comply,  or  delay  maliciously  in  so  doing,  we  assure 
you  that  with  the  help  of  God  we  shall  use  force  against  you,  declaring 
war  upon  you  from  all  sides  and  with  all  possible  means,  and  we  shall 
bind  you  to  the  yoke  of  the  Church  and  of  Their  Highnesses;  we  shall 
enslave  your  persons,  wives  and  sons,  sell  you  or  dispose  of  you  as  the 
King  sees  fit;  we  shall  seize  your  possessions  and  harm  you  as  much  as  we 
can  as  disobedient  and  resisting  vassals.  And  we  declare  you  guilty  of 
resulting  deaths  and  injuries,  exempting  Their  Highnesses  of  such  guilt 
as  well  as  ourselves  and  the  gentlemen  who  accompany  us.  We  hereby 
request  that  legal  signatures  be  af  fixed  to  this  text  and  pray  those 
present  to  bear  witness  for  us,  etc. 

"RE ; Colon's  Venture?"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Sep  1998  00:45:45  -0400 
From:  Tony  Castanha  <castanha@HAWAII.EDU> 

Sub j : TAINO-L  Digest  - 14  Sep  1998  to  15  Sep  1998  (#1998-126) 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  Taino  interest  forum<TAINO-L@MAELSTROM. ST10HNS.EDU> 

On  Tue,  15  Sep  1998,  Automatic  digest  processor  wrote: 

>Columbus  in  his  venture  of  glory,  became  informed  of  the  existence 
>of  the  American  continent  via  the  writings  of  other  Europeans  who  had 
>already  visited  the  Americas.  Regarding  the  Earth  being  round,  well 
>other  highly  advanced  Native  American  Indian  civilizations  had  already 
discovered  that  to  be  a common  known  fact.... 

Guaitiao, 

Could  it  be  clarified  which  "writings"  are  being  referred  to 
here?  That  is,  is  it  being  implied  that  Colon  really  KNEW  where  he 
was  going?  I thought  it  would  be  impossible  for  one  to  discover  a 
place  they  had  no  idea  existed,  since  the  notion  of  "discovery" 
implies  having  at  least  some  idea  of  where  you're  going.  Though 
other  Europeans  had  certainly  sailed  the  "ocean  blue"  and  were  aware 
of  the  existence  of  the  "Americas,"  Colon's  own  journal  writings 
and  just  about  everything  else  written  on  the  "discovery"  era  over 
the  past  century  clearly  show  the  man  to  have  been  thoroughly  LOST. 

At  first  Cuba  is  lapan  (Cipangu),  and  then  later  amazingly  becomes 
the  continent  of  Asia.  "Cuba  then  must  be  Cathy,  the  domain  of 
the  Grand  Khan,  and  so  a formal  embassy  was  sent  to  the  Emperor 
of  China!  Columbus  concluded  that  Cuba  was  the  eastern  end  of  the 
continent  of  Asia"  (Garcia).  He  died  thinking  he  had  reached  the 
Indies  of  India.  Colon  also  apparently  was  not  attempting  to  prove 
the  earth  was  round  which  was  commonly  accepted  in  "academic" 
circles  at  the  time,  but  rather  summoned  to  exploit  heathen  lands 
in  the  name  of  Christiandom  as  the  Portuguese  had  already  been  doing 


in  Africa.  The  man,  or  fool,  should  not  be  celebrated  at  all. 
Tony  Castanha 
Boricua  de  Hawai'i 


— "RE:  Press  Release  From  Cheyenne  & Arapaho"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Sep  1998  01:25:51  EDT 
From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - Press  Release  From  Cheyenne  & Arapaho 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

***NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE*** 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Sub j : Press  Release  From  the  Cheyenne  & Arapaho 

Date:  98-09-16  21:11:55  EDT 

From:  DAKKASWAN 

To:  Miketben 

Dear  Mike, 

Am  sending  you  the  fax  I got  today.  At  the  end  of  the  press  release,  I will 
add  some  of  my  own  words  and  ask  you  to  send  this  out  to  all  NASL  members, 
and  to  all  your  Native  American  Resources  so  we  can  support  this. 


PRESS  RELEASE 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1998 

CONTACT:  ROBERT  TABOR,  VICE-CHAIRMAN  AT  : 

(405)262-0345,  Ext. #125  or  the  Public  Information  Office. 


TRIBAL  CEREMONIAL  MAN  ON  HUNGER  STRIKE 

Prays  for  the  return  of  Fort  Reno  Lands 


Concho,  OK.-  Tribal  Council  member  Franklin  "Butch"  Harrison  is  currently 
on  a hunger  strike  to  sacrifice  and  pray  to  our  Creator  to  get  back  the 
Fort  Reno  lands  that  the  Government  took  from  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho 
Tribes  of  Oklahoma  for  "military  purposes  exclusively"  in  1883.  Over  the 
past  fifty  years  since  the  land  was  transferred  from  the  military  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  the  Tribes  have  made  numerous  attempts  and  trips 
to  Washington,  D.  C.  to  reclaim  this  most  sacred  land. 

As  recently  as  Dune  17,  1996,  our  Tribes  were  able  to  secure  the  "good 
faith"  intentions  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  when  none  other 
than  Bill  Clinton  told  Tribal  leaders  in  the  White  House  following  a 
recital  of  the  facts  that  "we're  going  to  help  these  people  then"  in  their 
efforts  to  regain  this  most  important  land  to  Tribal  owndership.  As  the 
months  and  now  years  have  flown  by  nothing  has  occurred  and  as  a result  Mr. 
Harrison  is  now  making  this  sacrifice  to  focus  attention  on  the  wrong  that 
has  been  committed  in  this  long  and  torturous  effort.  Mr.  Harrison's  last 
words  before  he  went  into  the  sacred  teepee  were  "its  time  for  the 
Government  and  the  Administration  to  do  the  right  thing  and  return  this 
land  to  its  rightful  owners." 


NOTE  FROM  N.A.S.L.  CHAIRPERSON  DAKKASWAN@AOL.COM 

As  many  of  you  know,  we  supported  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  people  in  a 
previous  effort  to  reclaim  Fort  Reno.  I am  asking  that  once  again  all  the 
members  of  the  North  American  Spirit  Lodge  (AND  anyone  else  who  may  happen 
to  receive  this  e-mail  message)  to  please  step  forward  and  email,  make 
calls,  and  send  snail  mail  to  your  congressmen  and  senators.  Contact  the 
President.  It  is  time  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  live  up 
to  the  many  promises  they  have  made  us  over  the  last  500  years. 

Mr.  Harrison  is  a personal  friend  of  mine.  He  is  Arapaho.  He  is  also  a 
52  year  old  combat  veteran,  having  served  in  Viet  Nam.  He  is  on  the  Tax 
Commission  for  the  Tribal  Committee  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  people  in 
Oklahoma . 

Please  send  copies  of  your  letters  of  support  to  : 

Robert  Tabor 

c/o  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma 


P.  0.  Box  38 

Concho,  Oklahoma  73022 

(405)  262-0345 


President  Bill  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Washington,  DC  20500 
Thank  You! 

Mary 


- "RE:  Cris  du  Lac  Lubicon"  

Date:  Sat,  19  Sep  1998  12:55:32  -0500 
From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : Fwd:  Cris  du  Lac  Lubicon:  Act 
Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

What  follows  is  an  appeal  from  the  Amitie  Lubicons  Quebec  initiating  a 
letter-writing  campaign  to  support  Lubicon  land  rights  negotiations. 


English  version 


September  1998 

Right  Honourable  lean  Chretien 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada 
Ottawa,  Canada 
K1A  0A2 

Dear  Prime  Minister  Chretien, 

I am  concerned  that  the  current  round  of  negotiations  between  the  federal 
government  and  the  Lubicon  Crees  will  break  down  once  more  over  the  federal 
government's  refusal  to  recognise  the  rights  of  this  indigenous  nation.  My 
immediate  concern  is  that  the  right  of  the  Lubicon  First  Nation  to 
determine  its  own  membership  will  not  be  recognised. 

As  opposition  leader,  you  said  of  the  Lubicon  situation,  "Time  is  wasting" 
and  "It  is  time  for  action."  Almost  five  and  a half  years  later,  we  are 
still  waiting  to  see  a settlement.  The  Lubicon  situation  continues  to 
embarass  Canada  internationally;  the  1990  ruling  of  the  UN  Human  Rights 
Committee  that  the  way  of  life  and  culture  of  the  Lubicons  was  threatened 
and  that  Canada  was  in  violation  of  article  27  of  the  International 
Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  with  respect  to  the  Lubicon  people, 
remains  outstanding. 

It  is  important  - for  the  Lubicons,  for  Canadians,  for  business  - that  the 
current  negotiations  succeed  in  achieving  a speedy  and  just  settlement  for 
the  Lubicon  Crees.  But  the  negotiations  are  threatened  on  many  fronts. 
First,  negotiations  are  taking  place  under  the  duress  of  continued 
exploration  and  resource  exploitation  on  Lubicon  lands  by  private  companies 
under  provincial  licence.  Resource  exploitation  which  does  not  respect  the 
Lubicons'  way  of  life  continues  to  destroy  their  society  and  economy.  In 
listing  "what  not  to  do"  in  negotiations,  the  UN's  1998  "Study  on  treaties, 
agreements  and  other  constructive  arrangements  between  States  and 
indigenous  populations"  uses  the  Lubicon  case  as  an  example  of  "the 
creation  of  conditions  of  duress"  (para  301).  Why  is  the  1997  Supreme  Court 
Delgamuukw  ruling,  that  it  is  illegal  to  exploit  resources  on  lands  under 
aboriginal  title  without  at  least  consulting  the  Aboriginal  Nation,  being 
ignored  by  our  governments? 

The  federal  Indian  Act,  cited  by  the  same  UN  report  as  an  example  of  law  as 
an  instrument  of  colonialism  (para  98),  is  itself  creating  obstacles  to  a 
rapid  and  just  agreement.  All  existing  avenues  should  be  pursued  to  meet 


the  Lubicons'  eminently  reasonable  position  that  all  their  members  be 
recognised  equally  for  the  purposes  of  the  agreement  between  the  Lubicons 
and  the  federal  government.  Treaty  8 and  the  Indian  Act.  Are  our  laws  so 
unjust  in  Canada  that  we  can't  agree  to  this  condition  for  settlement  in  a 
timely  fashion?  Are  we  so  avaricious  as  a nation  that,  after  years  of 
oppression  and  billions  of  dollars  of  resources  extracted  from  Lubicon 
lands,  we  can't  find  resources  to  compensate  all  of  the  people  the  Lubicons 
count  as  members  when  this  only  involves  hundreds  - not  thousands  - of 
people? 

Finally,  the  government  of  Canada  is  wrong  to  take  the  position  that  the 
settlement  with  the  Lubicons  should  be  "equitable"  with  other  settlements 
if  this  means  an  unjust  settlement  condemning  the  Lubicons  to  a future  of 
welfare  dependency.  The  fact  is  that  many  of  these  other  settlements  are 
unjust  and  should  not  be  taken  as  benchmarks.  I call  on  you  to  negotiate, 
on  behalf  of  the  Canadian  people,  an  agreement  with  the  Lubicon  which 
allows  them  a secure  and  dignified  future  and  respects  their  rights  as  a 
nation . 

sincerely. 

Name: 

Adress : 

City: 

Zip  code: 

Telephone: 


"RE : Chiapas  and  El  Salvador"  

Date:  Sat,  19  Sep  1998  11:21:21  EDT 
From:  NACFAnda@aol.com 

Sub j : NACF  NEWS  ~ CHIAPAS  & EL  SALVADOR  9/19 

The  Native  American  Community  Forum 
On  America  Online 
Presents : 

A Presentation  of  <A  HREF="aol://4344:662.ec_na8. 5671275. 572258010"> 
Turtle  Island... A Gathering  of  Nations</A> 

Free  Leonard  Peltier.  . . 

<A  HREF="http : //members . aol . com/NASCSwan/ Leona rdPeltier . html" >NASC  Leonard 
Peltier  DataLinks</A> 

http : //members . aol . com/NASCSwan/ Leona rdPeltier . html 
CHIAPAS  & EL  SALVADOR.  . . 

Sub j : anis  update 

Date:  9/18/98  3:03:36  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  mediac@erols.com  (Medina-Tayac) 

Chief  Adrian  Esquino  Lisco  and  Elba  Perez,  leaders  of  the  National 
Association  of  Indigenous  Salvadorans,  continue  to  be  held  in  a prison 
in  Santa  Ana,  El  Salvador.  Chief  Esquino  is  elderly,  and  quite  infirm 
with  diabetes. 

The  Salvadoran  authorities  have  set  bail  at  approximately  $5,000.  The 
amount  demanded  of  this  pacifict  man,  with  an  impoverished  indigenous 
community  as  his  constituents,  makes  the  arrest  conditions  eligible  for 
arbitrary  arrest.  This  is  not  due  process. 

International  Indian  Treaty  Council  has  filed  an  application  for 
investigation  of  arbitrary  detention  with  the  United  Nations  Working 
Group  for  Arbitrary  Detention  in  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

Please  continue  to  flood  Ambassador  Rene  Leon  at  the  Salvadoran  Embassy 
104124. 232@compuserve  with  demands  for  immediate  release  of  Chief 
Esquino  and  Elba  Perez.  Call  your  Congress  people  and  urge  them  to  send 


letters  of  investigation  to  the  American  Embassy  in  El  Salvador  and 
President  Armando  Calderon  Sol. 

Thank  you  all  for  your  support  of  our  indigenous  relatives  in  the  South 
FREE  ADRIAN! ! ! ! QUE  VIVA  ANIS! ! ! FREE  ELBA! ! ! QUE  VIVA  ANIS! ! ! 


Sub j : anis  court 

Date:  9/18/98  10:13:52  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  mediac@erols.com  (Medina-Tayac) 

Tomorrow  at  10am  at  the  First  Circuit  Court  in  Sonsonate,  El  Salvador, 
Chief  Adrian  Esquino  Lisco  and  Elba  Perez  will  testify  to  their 
innocence.  Mass  support  has  been  mobilized  and  demonstrations  will  take 
place  outside  of  the  court  from  all  sectors  of  Salvadoran  society  who 
love  ANIS  and  seek  justice. 

Chief  Esquino  and  Elba  Perez,  leaders  of  the  National  Association  of 
Indigenous  Salvadorans  (ANIS),  were  arbitrarily  detained  and  beaten  by 
National  Civil  Police  by  orders  of  the  right-wing  Minister  of  the 
Interior  Mario  Acosta  Ortel. 

This  is  fully  a political  matter.  El  Salvador,  unable  to  turn  the 
non-governmental  ANIS  into  puppets  of  the  local  ARENA  party,  has  decided 
to  create  government  backed  pseudo-indigenous  organizations.  With  these 
organizations  directed  and  paid  by  the  ARENA  party,  the  government  can 
access  monies  from  the  International  Indigenous  Voluntary  Fund  and  do 
whatever  it  wants. 

ANIS  has  suffered  severely  for  maintaining  its  autonomy  and  rights  to 
self-determination  and  peaceful  subsisence  cooperatives.  Amnesty 
International  has  issued  numerous  urgent  actions  and  reports  on  behalf 
of  ANIS  members.  Rape,  bombings,  death  threats,  execution,  arbitrary 
detention  and  torture  have  all  been  reported  by  Amnesty  International 
about  ANIS.  One  of  the  most  grisly  incidents  was  the  1996  massacre  of 
the  entire  Vasquez  Ramirez  family,  when  elderly  women  and  children  ages 
2 to  13  were  hacked  to  death  with  machetes. 

Chief  Esquino  and  ANIS  non-governmental  leaders  refuse  to  back  down  in 
seeking  justice  for  these  attacks.  For  this,  they  are  persecuted. 

Please  continue  to  flood  Salvadoran  Ambassador  Dr.  Rene  Leon  with 
e-mails  demanding  the  immediate  release  of  Chief  Esquino  and  Elba  Perez: 
104124 . 232@compu serve . com . 

Thanks  everyone  who  has  done  so. 

Use  your  own  freedom  to  gain  the  freedom  of  our  indigenous  compatriots. 

Do  not  waste  this  precious  right.  Respond  now! 

FREE  ADRIAN!!!  FREE  ELBA!!!  QUE  VIVA  ANIS  !!!  QUE  VIVA  ANIS!!! 

"RE : Much  Disaster/Little  Relief"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Sep  1998  08:45:39  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Re:  Mexico:  much  disaster,  little  relief 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

SUNDAY,  September  13,  1998 

***  MUCH  DISASTER,  LITTLE  RELIEF  *** 

With  the  number  of  dead  now  unofficially  put  at  117  in  Chiapas,  and 
at  least  157  missing  - many  of  whom  are  feared  to  be  dead  - and  400,000 
persons  still  completely  cut  off  - the  government's  prioirities  are  to 
save  as  many  people  as  they  can  from  starvation.  The  effects  of  the 
disastrous  storms  and  flooding  have  still  not  been  fully  comprehended. 

As  one  military  officer  stated:  "You  have  to  be  realistic,  the 
inf rastructure  doesn't  exist  to  reach  all  the  communities  which  need  help 
And  by  "help,"  he  means  food,  water  and  minimal  shelter  from  the 
elements,  which  are  expected  to  turn  difficult  again.  Many  communities 
have  been  without  any  contact  now  for  six  days. 

Outbreaks  of  communicable  diseases,  especially  bacterial  conjunctivitis 


are  now  occurring,  and,  given  the  devastating  conditions  in  the  area,  are 
only  likely  to  worsen.  There  is  much  concern  for  the  possibility  of 
dengue  fever  appearing. 

President  Zedillo  has  conceded  that  what  Chiapas  is  experiencing 
right  now  is  "probably  the  greatest  natural  disaster  since  the  earthquake 
in  1985"  in  Mexico.  Nonetheless,  despite  the  deployment  of  all  the 
resources  at  the  government's  disposal,  the  sheer  magnitude  of  the  human 
suffering  - which  continues  - is  unimaginable. 

There  have  been  continuing  reports  of  aid  being  distributed  along 
party  lines,  despite  Zedillo's  repeated  protestations.  Zedillo  implied 
that  if  this  were  true,  it  would  be  the  aid  being  collected  and 
distributed  by  non-  governmental  sources,  such  as  social  and  political 
organizations . 

Zedillo  was  questioned  about  the  possibility  that  the  chiapaneco 
elections  - scheduled  for  this  October  4 - might  be  postponed.  He  handed 
the  microphone  to  the  relentlessly  interim  Governor  Roberto  Albores 
Guillen,  who  then  proceeded  to  stumble,  using  the  term  "conflict  zone," 
instead  of  "disaster  zone." 

Zedillo  corrected  him:  "It's  disaster  zone,  Roberto." 

SOURCES:  La  Hornada, 

El  Universal 

La  Cronica  de  Hoy,  all  9/13/98 
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— "RE:  Taku  Tlingit  Will  Block  Atlin"  

Date:  Sat,  19  Sep  1998  02:29:09  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Taku  Tlingit  will  block  development 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NATIVES  SAY  THEY'LL  BLOCK  ATLIN  PROHECT 

The  Vancouver  Province,  Sept.  15,  1998  Page  A16,  by  Kent  Spencer 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Landowner  Maria  Heissig  fears  a threatened  native  blockade  will  ruin  her 
plans  for  development  at  the  small  community  of  Atlin  in  northwestern  BC. 
The  natives  have  threatened  to  blockade  her  property  if  she  goes  ahead  with 
plans  to  build  a subdivision  there.  "If  this  can  happen  to  me,  it  can 
happen  to  anybody,"  said  Heissig.  "Land  title  should  mean  something.  This 
is  Canada,  not  some  Third  World  country." 

Native  spokesman  Melvin  lack  said  the  Taku  River  Tlingit  First  Nation 
contends  native  land  was  taken  wrongfully  in  1904.  "Leaders  have  been 
jailed,  and  many  elders  have  been  jailed,  and  many  elders  have  passed  on, 
waiting  and  working  for  our  land  to  be  returned  to  us,"  lack  said.  "In  the 
meantime,  successive  provincial  and  federal  governments  have  blamed  each 
other."  Now  the  focus  has  switched  to  a 20  hectare  parcel  on  Atlin  Lake 
near  the  centre  of  the  community  of  500.  "The  natives  told  me  they  would 
blockade  the  only  access  road  [tomorrow]  if  our  surveyor  begins  work,"  said 
Heissig.  She  bought  the  parcel  from  private  hands  nine  years  ago  and  has 
paid  the  taxes  on  it  since. 

She  has  a letter  of  recommendation  from  Atlin 's  advisory  planning 
committee  for  her  25-lot  proposal,  and  "all  the  necessary  approvals  from 
the  province."  Austrian  born  Heissig,  who  has  lived  in  Canada  for  25  years 


and  is  in  the  auto-pants  business  in  Ontario,  said:  "Local  residents  want 
to  buy  the  lots  and  Europeans  want  to  be  there  as  well."  If  the  blockade 
occurs,  Heissig  plans  to  go  to  police.  If  they  won't  help  "we'll  just  have 
to  sue." 
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"RE : Round  Lake  Treatment  Center  Sex-abuse  Case"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Sep  1998  07:14:05  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC's  Round  Lake  Treatment  Center  Sex-abuse  Case 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NATIVE  DRUG  CENTRE  FACES  SEX-ABUSE  SUIT 
Vancouver  Sun,  August  28,  1998  by  Stewart  Bell 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

An  Agassiz  woman  is  claiming  she  was  raped  repeatedly  by  her  counsellor, 
Charles  Andrew,  while  attending  the  centre  as  a teenager.  She  also  says  a 
staff  member  acted  as  a look-out  during  the  assaults. 

Wayne  Christian,  executive  director  of  the  Round  Lake  society,  said  the 
allegation  by  De  Roux  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  20  years  the  society 
has  been  operating.  More  than  5,000  aboriginal  people  from  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S.  have  been  treated  at  the  centre,  which  is  on  Okanagan  Indian 
reserve  land  near  Vernon. 

Eight  out  of  10  completed  the  intensive  program,  which  combines  the 
philosophy  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous  with  traditional  aboriginal  healing 
beliefs.  Two-thirds  have  stayed  sober. 

"It  changed  my  life,"  said  Anita  McPhee,  a North  Vancouver  resident  who 
went  to  Round  Lake  in  1994  to  deal  with  her  alcohol  and  drug  problem.  "It 
was  one  of  the  most  positive  experiences  of  my  life." 

But  Annette  De  Roux  says  she  was  sexually  assaulted  "in  my  room,  in  his 
office,  in  the  gym  bathroom,  in  the  storage  room  in  the  basement  and  at 
other  places  on  the  site  of  the  Round  Lake  Treatment  Centre  premises."  De 
Roux,  now  23,  has  launched  a lawsuit  against  Andrew,  who  has  not  been  seen 
since  1993,  and  the  Interior  Native  Alcohol  and  Drug  Abuse  Society,  which 
runs  the  Round  Lake  facility.  The  case  will  be  in  court  in  Vancouver  Sept. 

8 to  schedule  a trial  date. 

The  case  is  part  of  a trend  in  which  victims  of  abuses  are  seeking  to  make 
institutions  liable  for  the  alleged  misdeeds  of  their  employees.  The  courts 
appear  to  be  moving  in  that  direction,  having  found,  for  example,  that  the 
United  Church  was  partly  responsible  for  the  abuses  of  a residential  school 
supervisor. 

Christian  said  the  centre  thoroughly  checks  out  prospective  employees  and 
keeps  close  track  of  clients  during  their  stay. 

But  De  Roux,  who  also  claims  she  was  sexually  assaulted  by  her  stepfather, 
3ohn  Wells,  beginning  at  age  three,  tells  a different  story.  De  Roux  lives 
on  the  Sea  Bird  Island  Indian  reserve  and  has  a daughter  she  says  was 
fathered  by  Andrew.  On  the  advice  of  her  lawyer,  Theresa  Stowe,  De  Roux 
declined  to  be  interviewed.  "No  comment  and  no  picture  and  no  thank  you," 
she  said. 

De  Roux  was  born  on  May  27,  1975,  the  daughter  of  Sharon  and  Clayton  De 
Roux.  She  lived  in  remote  Flendrick's  Lake  until  age  two,  when  she  moved 


with  hen  mother  to  Vancouver.  Her  mother  lived  in  a house  on  Quebec  Street 
with  Wells,  then  at  a place  on  Welwin  Street.  It  was  at  this  home,  and  at 
nearby  Clark  Park,  that  de  Roux  claims  the  sex  assaults  began.  The  abuse 
continued  after  the  family  moved  to  another  home  on  Broadway,  she  claims. 
Wells,  who  is  also  named  as  a defendant  in  her  lawsuit,  denies  the 
allegations . 

At  age  12,  De  Roux  became  a ward  of  the  province  and  moved  into  a Maple 
Ridge  foster  home.  She  was  discharged  to  her  mother  the  next  year.  That 
Christmas,  during  a visit  to  Wells's  home,  she  claims  in  her  suit,  she  and 
Wells  had  intercourse  for  the  first  time. 

In  the  new  year,  she  went  to  another  foster  home,  but  soon  went  absent 
without  leave,  a pattern  that  continued  at  various  foster  homes  throughout 
Vancouver  over  the  next  three  years.  She  went  to  Templeton  secondary 
school,  but  left  after  a week.  At  age  16,  she  moved  in  with  Wells  in  Hope. 

It  was  1992.  She  attended  the  Hope  Alcohol  and  Drug  Program.  "During  my 
stay  with  him.  Wells  sexually  assaulted  me  on  a daily  basis,"  she  says  in 
her  court  statement.  She  left  after  eight  months. 

Addicted  to  drugs  and  alcohol,  she  arrived  at  Round  Lake  on  Nov.  2,  1992 
for  an  intensive  treatment  program.  De  Roux's  drug  and  alcohol  counsellor 
was  Andrew,  the  adopted  son  of  a retired  RCMP  officer.  He  started  work  at 
Round  Lake  two  months  before  De  Roux  arrived.  During  the  Christmas  holiday, 
De  Roux  returned  to  Wells's  home  and  Andrew  visited.  She  alleges  Andrew 
sexually  assaulted  her  at  a Best  Western  hotel  in  Vancouver,  then  again  at 
a motel  in  Kamloops. 

After  she  returned  to  Round  Lake,  the  assaults  continued  "on  frequent 
occasions"  the  suit  says.  "Members  of  the  Round  Lake  Treatment  Centre  were 
aware  of  the  sexual  assaults,"  she  says  in  her  suit.  She  says  she  has 
suffered  posttraumatic  stress  disorder,  headaches,  eating  disorders, 
sleeping  disorders,  depression,  anxiety  and  suicidal  periods. 

She  further  claims  that  Andrew  took  advantage  of  her  vulnerable  condition, 
and  that  she  was  legally  an  "infant"  as  defined  by  B.C.  law  and  therefore 
unable  to  consent  to  sex.  Andrew,  she  says,  knew  or  ought  to  have  known  she 
"was  suffering  from  psychological  problems  and  addiction  to  drugs  and 
alcohol,  and  was  a particularly  vulnerable  child."  She  also  claims  the 
society  that  runs  Round  Lake  was  negligent  because  it  failed  to  protect 
her,  didn't  properly  supervise  Andrew  and  didn't  adequately  check  into  his 
qualifications  as  a counsellor  for  addicted  children. 

According  to  Christian,  Andrew  didn't  show  up  for  work  one  day  in  January 
1993  and  hasn't  been  seen  since.  Following  his  departure,  the  entire 
adolescent  treatment  program  was  dropped  following  an  internal  review  that 
questioned  its  effectiveness,  Christian  said. 

No  one  has  been  able  to  locate  Andrew,  but  he  is  believed  to  be  living  on 
an  Interior  Indian  reserve. 

The  need  for  a treatment  centre  for  aboriginal  people  was  first  recognized 
in  1977,  when  Okanagan  court  workers  and  community  leaders  saw  the 
connection  between  alcoholism,  crime  and  family  violence.  They  formed  the 
Interior  Native  Alcohol  and  Drug  Abuse  Society,  secured  a site  on  seven 
hectares  of  Okanagan  Indian  reserve  land  and  lobbied  for  government 
funding.  B.C.  offered  money,  then  Ottawa  followed  suit. 

The  doors  opened  in  1979.  At  first,  the  centre  was  a 24-bed  facility  in 
construction  trailers  left  over  from  the  Mica  Dam  project.  Then,  with  a 
$2. 2-million  federal  loan,  the  society  built  a permanent  36-bed  facility  in 
1984. 

The  society  gets  close  to  $2  million  a year  in  government  funding,  about 
60  per  cent  of  it  from  the  federal  government  and  the  rest  from  the 
province.  Clients  also  pay  a $36  daily  fee,  but  those  who  can't  afford  it 
can  pay  in  kind.  The  centre  is  filled  with  artwork  offered  by  clients  in 
lieu  of  payment. 

Christian  said  the  centre  is  helping  aboriginal  communities  sober  up, 
although  the  job  is  far  from  over.  In  some  cases,  he  said,  it  is  getting 
worse,  as  victims  of  residential  schools  begin  coming  forward  with 
long-suppressed  stories  of  abuse. 
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"RE : Council  Shuts  Door"  

Date:  Sat,  19  Sep  1998  02:29:29  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Democracy:  Westbank  Band  Council  Style 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
COUNCIL  SHUTS  DOOR  ON  FORUM: 

Kelowna  Daily  Courier,  Sept.  2,  1998,  by  Brennan  Clarke 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Voters  on  the  Westbank  Indian  Reserve  are  angry  over  what  they  say  is  a 
lack  of  respect  for  democracy  after  the  chief  and  council  canceled  an 
all-candidates  forum  three  days  before  band  elections.  The  meeting, 
scheduled  for  Monday  night,  would  have  been  the  only  opportunity  for  the 
240  band  members  voting  in  Thursday's  election  to  question  the  candidates 
and  the  current  government.  The  question  and  answer  session  was  supposed  to 
start  at  7 p.m.,  but  the  chief  and  council  called  it  off  at  4:30  p.m.. 

I'm  very  upset  - a lot  of  people  are  upset.  It's  not  very  democratic  and  I 

think  it's  very  underhanded,"  said  band  member  Marie  Wilson.  "It  seems  the 

chief  and  council  are  willing  to  do  anything  to  prevent  people  from  finding 
out  what's  going  on."  Band  members  scheduled  a similar  forum  for  Sunday 
night,  but  agreed  to  cancel  it  after  the  chief  and  council  promised  to 
organize  the  one  on  Monday,  Wilson  said.  Band  councillor  Larry  Derrickson 
said  the  meeting  was  canceled  due  to  lack  of  organization.  "There  was  no 
preparation  for  it,  no  structure  and  no  chair,  so  council  decided  to  say 
no,"  he  said.  The  candidates  gave  speeches  at  a meeting  last  Thursday,  but 
members  were  not  allowed  to  ask  questions. 

"It's  one  thing  for  them  to  get  up  and  say  what  they're  doing,  but  people 
have  a lot  of  questions  to  ask,"  Wilson  said,  citing  a lack  of  housing,  new 
taxes  on  tobacco  and  lawsuits  the  council  is  involved  in  as  examples. 

Wilson  initially  feared  voters  would  go  to  the  polls  without  having  the 
chance  to  ask  questions  of  candidates  for  the  chief's  position.  But  those 
fears  proved  to  be  short-lived.  On  Tuesday  afternoon,  band  elders,  also 
upset  that  members  were  being  shut  out  of  the  political  process,  arranged 
al  last-minute  candidates  forum  for  7:00  pm  at  Shannon  Lake  Hall. 

"The  elders  were  angry  and  they  phoned  me  and  told  me  to  be  there,"  said 
former  chief  Ron  Derrickson,  one  of  four  candidates  running  for  chief,  "it 
(the  cancellation)  just  goes  to  show  (the  chief  and  council)  are  scared  to 
face  their  membership."  Band  member  Ray  Derrickson,  a cousin  of  both  Larry 
and  Ron,  agreed  that  fear  of  accountability,  not  organizational 
difficulties,  led  to  the  meeting's  cancellation.  "That's  a feeble  alibi," 
he  said.  "How  long  does  it  take  to  organize  a meeting?  It's  simple  to 
manage  - you  just  get  the  four  candidates  for  chief  up  there  and  ask  them 
questions . " 
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"RE : Imagining  Ourselves  Richly"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Sep  1998  08:29:30  -0600 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj(a)okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  9-19-98 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

Subject:  Indian  News  9-19-98 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Imagining  ourselves  richly 
By  S.D.E.  Woods/Features  Editor 
Bartlesville  Examiner-Enterprise 
9/18/98 

Storytelling  is  a sacred  endeavor  in  Native  American  cultures.  For  the 
traditional  storyteller,  each  story  evokes  the  shared  experiences  of  a 
people.  The  importance  of  storytelling,  then,  lies  not  in  the  creative 
ability  of  the  storyteller,  but  in  the  community  created  by  the  story. 

This  importance  of  community,  however,  does  not  diminish  the  importance 
of  the  individual  storyteller.  Storytelling  is  a dynamic  process  that 
adapts  to  the  demands  of  time  and  place.  Consequently,  the  storyteller 
never  merely  recites  a story.  Instead,  the  storyteller  re-presents  each 
story,  allowing  the  wisdom  and  truth  of  the  tale  to  dance  lively  in  the 
contemporary  imagination. 

In  this  tradition  of  re-presentation,  Bartlesville  storyteller  Robert 
Johnson  Perry  has  crafted  "Life  with  the  Little  People,"  a book  that  re- 
presents in  writing  a portion  of  the  stories  found  in  the  oral  traditions 
of  a number  of  American  Indian  cultures.  The  "little  people"  are  a tiny 
people  with  big  hearts.  Often  invisible  to  non-Indians  and  adult  Indians, 
the  "little  people"  are  impish  in  nature,  but  often  envisioned  as 
caretakers . 

"By  putting  it  in  a book,  it's  better  able  to  reach  more  people," 
explained  Perry  in  a recent  phone  interview  with  the  Examiner-Enterprise. 
"While  in  this  case  I'm  focusing  more  on  one  particular  tribe  (Muscogea 
Creek),  I recognize  that  these  stories  probably  are  quite  similar  in 
other  tribes  that  were  never,  never  written  about.  And  my  hope  is  that  by 
bringing  this  to  a broader  audience,  other  tribes  will  be  willing  to 
speak  up  and  tell  their  versions  of  stories.  It  will  be  something  that 
will  be  more  broadly  accepted  than  just  for  one  tribe." 

Perry's  awareness  of  the  "Little  People"  traditions  common  to  many 
native  cultures  appears  in  the  brief  endnotes  that  he  includes  to  document 
certain  thematic  connections.  For  example,  not  only  does  he  refer  to  "The 
Witch  of  Goingsnake  and  Other  Stories,"  a collection  written  by  Cherokee 
Robert  Conley,  but  he  also  refers  to  appropriate  historical  and 
anthropological  studies  that  bear  witness  to  the  ubiquity  of  the  "Little 
People. " 

"Life  with  the  Little  People,"  however,  has  an  ecumenical  thrust  that 
extends  beyond  Native  American  cultures.  In  the  introduction  to  his  book, 
the  Chickasaw  Perry  writes: 

"[T]he  pranks  of  the  'little  people'  went  beyond  North  America.  The 
British  reported  an  encounter  in  the  mid  16th  century:  The  Saxons  had 
underground  mines  of  silver,  copper  and  lead.  They  believed  their  vast 
underground  treasure  ws  guarded  by  gnomes  called  'Kobalds.'  When  the 
supply  of  ores  suddenly  failed,  blame  fell  on  the  Kobalds.  They  were 
accused  of  transmuting  the  ore  into  rubbish  called  'cobalt.'  Disaster  was 
averted  when  the  British  learned  to  make  expensive  blue  glass  ware,  using 
the  same  Saxon  cobalt.  The  glassware  is  still  called  'Cobalt  Blue.'  For 
some  reason,  these  'little  people'  no  longer  exist  in  Europe.  Or  do 
they?" 

"We  could  say  leprechauns  are  similar  to  'little  people',"  said  Perry. 
"In  Ireland,  people  are  very  serious  about  the  leprechauns  . . . Down  in 


Guatemala,  the  Mayans  are  very,  very  serious  about  'little  people' 
stories . " 

For  people  steeped  in  the  Western  European  tradition  of  Cartesian 
skepticism,  understanding  the  "little  people"  stories  may  require  the 
cultivation  of  a different  sensibility.  This  sensibility  may  be 
characterized  by  what  the  romantic  poet  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge  once 
described  as  a "willing  suspension  of  disbelief."  In  other  words, 
understanding  requires  faith. 

"I  tell  people  that,  first  of  all,  you  can  understand,"  said  Perry.  "It 
depends  on  whether  you  believe  or  not  when  you  read  these  stories,  whether 
you  believe  they're  possible  or  not. 

"If  you  remember  that  as  a child  you  had  a favorite  dog,  a favorite 
companion  ..  then  it  would  be  far  easier  to  believe  that  it's  possible 
that  'little  people'  would  be  out  playing  with  the  children,"  he 
explained . 

In  American  culture,  the  imaginary  is  too  often  dismissed  as  the  unreal. 
Yet,  if  the  current  trends  in  popular  culture  have  a lesson  to  teach,  that 
lesson  may  be  that  the  imaginary  very  frequently  appears  more  tangible 
than  the  real.  Indeed,  the  advent  of  virtual  reality  suggests  an  adult 
desire  to  return  to  the  world  of  the  imaginary  friendships  experienced  in 
childhood . 

"We  were  up  at  Cape  Cod  last  year  and  there  was  a woman  in  the  audience 
from  Wichita,"  recalled  Perry.  "She  told  us  later  that  she  had  two 
children  that  always  seemed  to  play  with  invisible  little  companions,  and, 
after  hearing  about  the  'little  people'  stories,  she  was  pretty  certain 
the  little  people  were  out  there  playing  with  them." 

The  tradition  of  storytelling,  however,  offers  something  that  popular 
culture  cannot:  the  charismatic  intimacy  found  only  in  the  physical 
proximity  of  members  of  a community. 

"The  storytelling  audience  comes,  and  they're  almost  in  a trance  when 
they're  looking  at  a storyteller,"  noted  Perry.  "It's  almost  like  you're 
communicating  soul  to  soul  and  you  can't  get  that  from  a TV. 

"Basically,  storytelling  is  an  exchange  of  information  where  a 
storyteller  gives  some  understanding  and  there's  an  opportunity  to  even 
ask  questions  of  a storyteller  that  you  can't  from  a TV." 

Perry  and  his  book  were  featured  at  the  well-known  Saratoga,  Wyo.  art 
show  held  during  the  4th  of  Duly  weekend.  The  show  focused  upon  artists 
whose  work  subjects  include  the  "little  people"  - among  these  artists  was 
Brooks  Henson,  a Cherokee  painter  whose  work  was  recently  exhibited  at 
the  Indian  Nations  Gallery  in  Bartlesville.  Perry  will  tell  his  stories 
each  day  during  the  1998  Indian  Summer  Festival  held  at  the  Bartlesville 
Community  Center. 

Native  story  telling  is  a tradition  at  Indian  Summer  Festivals.  In 
addition  to  Perry's  legends  of  the  "little  People,"  Storytelling 
Chairperson,  Bessie  Trowbridge  and  her  team  of  Native  American 
storytellers  will  share  stories  of  the  traditions  and  cultures  of  various 
tribes.  The  storytellers  are  mainly  members  of  the  Bartlesville  Indian 
Women's  Club.  Featured  storytellers  include:  Mary  Watters,  Delaware; 

Doris  War,  Cherokee;  Doris  Meyer,  Cherokee;  Betty  Smith,  Cherokee;  Elgia 
Bryan,  Delaware;  Doy  White  and  Lillian  Williams  of  Tulsa,  both  Pawnee; 
Vickie  Panell,  Shawnee;  Thelma  Pace  and  Doanna  Nichols,  both  Delaware. 

The  storytelling  spirit  late  Mary  Crow  Milligan  will  be  remembered  by  the 
storytellers  as  they  perform  in  her  honor. 

Specific  times  and  information  regarding  storytelling  will  be  available 
at  the  information  booth  at  Indian  Summer. 

The  Indian  Summer  Festival  is  northeastern  Oklahoma's  premiere  Native 
American  celebration  and  takes  place  each  September  at  the  Bartlesville 
Community  Center.  This  intertribal  gathering  celebrates  the  Native 
American  cultures,  customs,  fine  arts  and  crafts.  The  festival  is  free 
and  open  to  Indian  and  non-Indian  people.  Activities  for  all  ages  include 
a fine  arts  market,  intertribal  pow-wow,  native  storytelling,  gallery 
exhibition,  craft  demonstrations,  native  American  gospel  singing, 
children's  games  and  a live  bird  display  and  show  by  the  renowned  World 
bird  Sanctuary  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  The  festival  runs  today  through  Sunday. 
For  festival  information  call  (918)  337-2787  or  visit  the  internet  at 


http://www.bartlesville.com. 
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Plan  for  Tribal  Casino  Backfires  on  a Fading  Jersey  Shore  Town 

By  IVER  PETERSON 
C.  New  York  Times 
September  20,  1998 

ANADARKO,  Okla.  --  Three  years  ago,  the  mayor  and  business  leaders  of 
Wildwood,  a struggling  resort  on  the  Jersey  Shore,  were  certain  that  the 
path  to  prosperity  ran  through  this  parched  corner  of  western  Oklahoma. 

The  idea  seemed  inspired:  Take  a bit  of  city  land  --  a two-acre  parking 
lot,  actually  --  and  give  it  back  to  Oklahoma's  Delaware  Indians,  whose 
ancestors  were  pushed  out  of  New  Jersey  in  the  1830s.  The  Indians  would 
open  a casino,  and  Wildwood  would  finally  tap  into  the  river  of  dollars 
flowing  to  the  mighty  resort  casinos  of  Atlantic  City,  30  miles  up  the 
shore.  It  has  not  worked  out  that  way. 

Far  from  gaining  a small-scale  gambling  parlor  to  match  its  small-town 
hopes,  Wildwood  has  seen  its  redevelopment  plan  pushed  to  the  sidelines  by 
battling  lawyers  who  have  literally  made  a federal  case  out  of  it.  The 
Delawares,  once  Wildwood's  allies,  have  instead  teamed  up  with  a well- 
heeled  national  Indian  gambling  developer  and  filed  a lawsuit  claiming  all 
of  the  city  as  their  ancestral  land.  Wildwood  tried  to  give  the  tribe  the 
parking  lot,  but  that  only  brought  another  lawsuit,  from  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  seeking  to  block  any  deal  that  might  undermine  Atlantic  City's 
casino  monopoly. 

And  now,  the  Delawares  are  raising  the  stakes.  Unless  the  state  drops 
its  opposition  to  an  Indian  casino  in  Wildwood,  the  Delawares'  lawyer  said, 
the  tribe  would  sue  for  thousands  of  New  Jersey  acres  outside  of  Wildwood 
that  it  says  were  taken  in  violation  of  a 1790  federal  law.  A dozen  or 
more  tribes  --  in  California,  Maine,  Washington  State  and  elsewhere  -- 
have  won  thousands  of  acres  and  millions  of  dollars  with  such  claims,  and 
any  land  won  could  be  developed  into  an  Indian  casino  without  state 
approval . 

"So  what  started  out  as  a 2.2  acre-case  to  revitalize  Wildwood  is 
turning  into  a suit  involving  potentially  thousands  of  acres  and  millions 
of  dollars,"  the  tribe's  lawyer,  Glenn  McGogney,  said. 

As  Wildwood  and  its  mayor,  Fred  Wager,  have  learned,  the  world  of  casino 
development  is  not  a penny-ante  game. 

"We've  got  26  percent  unemployment,  we've  got  businesses  boarded  up 
right  in  the  heart  of  downtown,  we've  got  a high  school  that  isn't 
properly  funded,  and  we've  got  kids  who  have  to  leave  town  when  they 
graduate,"  Wager  said.  "That's  what  we're  facing  in  Wildwood,  and  all  I 
can  hope  is  that  when  this  whole  thing  works  itself  out,  the  city  will  get 
back  some  of  what  we've  lost." 

When  he  talked  about  small-town  problems,  the  mayor  could  also  have  been 
speaking  of  Anadarko,  a town  of  6,600  in  one  of  Oklahoma's  poorest 
counties.  >From  the  Redskin  Theater  (closed)  at  the  west  end  of  town  to 
the  Indian  City  Lanes,  Anadarko  and  surrounding  Caddo  County  are  propped 
up  by  their  small  farms  and  ranches;  some  summer  visitors  to  the  Indian 
City  USA  theme  park,  and  the  housing,  education  and  health  care  that  the 
federal  government  provides  the  area's  seven  tribes. 

Of  a dozen  people  interviewed  here,  no  one  was  aware  of  the  Delawares' 

New  Jersey  project,  but  the  idea  that  a tribe  would  want  to  venture  that 
far  made  sense  to  some. 


"I  guess  they  need  to  get  some  more  business,  the  same  as  the  people  in 
New  Jersey  do,"  said  Wayne  Gomez,  a reporter  at  The  Anadarko  Daily  News. 

The  Delawares  refused  to  meet  with  a reporter  who  visited  their  trust 
lands  to  discuss  the  Wildwood  matter.  The  tribe's  chief,  Larry  Snake,  even 
denied  in  a brief  phone  conversation  that  McGogney  was  representing  the 
tribe,  an  assertion  that  McGogney  disputed.  "We  have  a signed  contract," 
said  McGogney,  who  is  listed  in  court  papers  as  the  tribe's  lawyer. 

Federal  regulators  say  that  Wildwood's  experience,  right  down  to  its 
abject  failure  so  far,  has  parallels  all  over  the  country.  Governments  or 
businesses  seeking  to  revive  depressed  properties  are  cutting  deals  with 
Indians  whose  tribal  lands  are  too  remote  to  prosper.  Bring  Indian  casinos 
to  the  customers,  the  thinking  goes,  and  everyone  will  be  happy. 

This  would  be  done  by  persuading  the  federal  government  to  take  a 
property  into  trust  for  a tribe  --  creating  a mini-reservation,  in  effect, 
that  is  under  the  tribe's  sovereignty  and  removed  from  local  and  state 
control,  including  zoning  regulations.  But  federal  Indian  policy  frowns  on 
creating  trust  lands  for  gambling.  So  far  only  one  such  effort,  in 
Wisconsin,  has  succeeded,  and  then  only  because  the  entire  state 
leadership  supported  the  idea. 

New  Jersey  has  no  federally  recognized  tribes  and  no  Indian  trust  lands, 
but  it  does  have  three  state-recognized  Indian  tribes  --  the  Ramapough, 
the  Nanticoke  and  the  Powhatan  --  that  are  demanding  federal  recognition 
and  their  own  lands.  So  far,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  has  rejected 
their  pleas. 

Indian  gambling  is  a $7  billion-a-year  industry,  federal  officials  say, 
with  185  tribes  running  285  gambling  operations  in  28  states.  A sliver  of 
that  action  belongs  to  western  Oklahoma's  Delawares,  a federally 
recognized  tribe  with  1,200  members  on  a few  thousand  acres  of  trust  lands. 

The  tribe's  Gold  River  casino  and  bingo  parlor  occupies  a low  steel 
building  among  the  gnarled  oaks  and  pines  north  of  town.  Every  day  until  1 
a.m.j  local  cowboys,  a few  tourists  and  transient  retirees  hunker  down  in 
the  smoky  air  and  the  din  of  slot  machines  to  feed  dollar  bills  into  the 
tribe's  50  or  so  "pull-tab"  machines. 

"They  don't  have  to  report  their  earnings,  but  I doubt  they  do  very  well 
up  there,"  said  Don  Ashapanek,  a land-use  expert  at  the  Anadarko  Indian 
Agency.  The  agency  works  with  the  seven  tribes  --  the  Apache,  Caddo, 
Comanche,  Delaware,  Fort  Sill  Apache,  Kiowa  and  Wichita  --  that  give 
Anadarko  the  nickname  Indian  City. 

Because  the  Delawares'  gambling  parlor  offers  relatively  low-stakes 
games,  it  is  exempt  from  many  of  the  federal  and  state  restrictions 
governing  full-fledged  casinos.  Wager  wants  to  open  a similar  operation  - 

- a so-called  class  two  casino  --  in  Wildwood  as  the  only  way  to  skirt  the 
state's  opposition.  But  he  said  he  hoped  the  casino  would  someday  grow  to 
have  roulette,  blackjack,  slots  and  the  other  games  that  class  three 
Indian  casinos  offer. 

An  Indian  casino  was  not  even  Wager's  first  choice.  While  he  was  still  a 
city  councilman,  in  1994,  he  opened  talks  with  a race  track  operator  who 
talked  of  bringing  in  riverboat  gambling  and  even,  the  mayor  said,  an 
airborne  "Zeppelin  casino."  But  the  promoter  dropped  out  and  advised  Wager 
and  his  supporters  to  see  the  Delawares.  The  tribe  had  a plausible  tie  to 
the  Jersey  Shore:  It  lived  around  the  Delaware  Bay  before  leaving  for  the 
West  in  the  1830s,  and  a splinter  group  of  Delawares  had  already  claimed  - 

- though  unsuccessfully  --  a large  part  of  ocean-front  Asbury  Park,  N.J., 
as  a "tribal  homeland." 

Wildwood's  gambling  advocates  formed  a committee  to  bring  home  a casino, 
and  one  of  its  leaders,  John  Nickels,  the  owner  of  Nickels'  Midway  Pier, 
called  Snake. 

"I  said,  'I  would  like  to  invite  you  to  Wildwood,  New  Jersey,"'  Nickels 
recalled.  "'Take  a look  around;  maybe  we  have  some  things  to  discuss."' 

In  September  1995,  Wager  and  Snake  signed  a two-year  contract:  For  $1, 
Wildwood  would  transfer  to  the  Delaware  tribe  an  underused,  seagull- 
spattered  parking  lot  of  2.2  acres  on  Schellenger  Street,  behind  the  Red 
Owl  All  You  Can  Eat  Buffet. 

The  Delawares,  asserting  ancestral  ties  to  the  Jersey  Shore,  would  ask 
the  federal  government  to  take  the  land  in  trust  for  the  tribe.  Once  that 


was  done,  the  Delaware  would  build  a class  two  casino,  with  or  without  New 
Jersey's  blessing,  and  offer  bingo,  poker  and  pull-tab  machines,  but  no 
lodging,  liquor  or  food  service  that  would  compete  with  the  surrounding 
town.  The  tribe  would  pay  the  city  $8  million  a year. 

In  Trenton  and  in  Atlantic  City,  reaction  to  Wildwood's  plan  was  swift 
and  angry.  Gov.  Christie  Whitman  said  she  had  "serious  concerns"  about 
allowing  gambling  beyond  Atlantic  City,  which  pays  millions  into  the 
state's  treasury  each  year,  and  whose  gambling  franchise  is  protected  by 
the  state's  constitution.  The  state  Assembly  passed  a resolution  noting 
that  the  Delawares  have  had  no  connection  with  New  Jersey  for  more  than  a 
century  and  urging  Congress  to  give  states  more  control  over  Indian 
gambling.  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  was  also  uncooperative.  Without  the 
governor's  support,  its  officials  said,  the  Wildwood  project  was  as  good 
as  dead.  "This  is  not  going  to  happen  in  Wildwood,"  said  Rex  Hacker,  a 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  spokesman. 

When  the  city's  two-year  agreement  with  the  tribe  expired  last  fall,  the 
Indians  looked  for  a new  partner  among  the  casino  developers  who  had 
followed  the  scent  of  business  to  Wildwood.  A deal  with  Ameristar  Casinos, 
a big  Las  Vegas  operator,  fell  through,  so  the  tribe  turned  to  McGogney's 
Casino  Financing  Consultants,  a private  partnership  in  Allentown,  Pa., 
that  McGogney  said  had  several  other  Indian  casino  projects  in  development 
(He  declined  to  say  which  ones.) 

McGogney  said  his  next  weapon  was  the  federal  Nonintercourse  Act  of  1790 
which  says  that  only  the  federal  government  can  take  Indian  land.  New 
Jersey  bought  out  all  Indian  land  claims  in  1820,  he  said,  but  the  deal 
was  never  approved  in  Washington.  "So  it  is  our  position  that  the  transfer 
was  void  from  the  beginning,"  McGogney  said,  "which  means  that  it  never 
ceased  being  tribal  land,  and  so  we  are  allowed  to  create  a gaming 
facility  without  permission  of  the  state." 

On  Aug.  7,  McGogney,  acting  for  the  tribe,  filed  suit  against  Wildwood 
in  a federal  court,  claiming  that  all  of  the  town  was  on  ancestral  land. 

In  anticipation  of  the  suit,  the  city  transferred  the  parking  lot  to  the 
tribe  as  an  offer  of  settlement.  But  on  Aug.  10,  the  state  filed  suit 
against  Wildwood  to  block  the  parking  lot  giveaway,  on  the  ground  that  the 
transfer  would  change  city  boundaries  without  state  permission.  No  trial 
date  has  been  set. 

"I  can  tell  you,  when  we  started  out,  we  did  not  expect  so  many  twists 
and  turns,"  Wager  said.  "But  we  shall  overcome." 
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Authenticity  Is  Tourist  Attraction  at  American  Indian  Reservations 
By  TIMOTHY  EGAN 

UMATILLA  RESERVATION,  Ore.  --  The  mercury  had  pushed  over  the  100-degree 
mark  again  here  in  the  high  desert,  but  the  tourists  from  Germany  were 
undeterred,  looking  for  clues  to  life  in  the  American  West  before  every 
small  town  had  an  espresso  bar. 

"As  children  we  used  to  play  cowboys  and  native  Americans,"  Klaus  Pumple 
a 37-year-old  construction  manager  from  Stuttgart,  Germany,  said  recently. 
"Now  when  you  pass  through  the  native  American  zones  in  this  country,  it's 
kind  of  depressing,  not  like  you  expected.  But  also,  it  is  so  very 
interesting  to  see  how  these  people  live  today." 

On  the  Blackfoot  Indian  Reservation  in  Montana,  at  the  high  drama  nexus 
of  the  Great  Plains  and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  Vicky  Kilian  of  the 
Netherlands  had  just  spent  another  night  sleeping  on  a dirt  floor  inside  a 
tent  and  was  wondering  whether  she  could  ever  return  to  her  life  as  a 
business  consultant  in  a very  flat  country. 

"When  I sleep  in  the  teepee,  I feel  a lot  of  connection  to  the  earth," 
said  Ms.  Kilian,  29,  who  is  on  her  first  visit  to  America.  "I  have  had  a 


fire  every  night  and  I have  been  able  to  walk  over  the  prairie.  It  has  a 
very  special  energy." 

American  Indian  reservations , long  considered  economic  deserts  in  a 
landscape  of  general  prosperity,  are  finding  that  they  have  a lot  more  to 
offer  the  world  than  casinos  and  art  galleries  --  they  have  their  homes, 
their  backyards,  their  stories. 

Visitors,  especially  a growing  number  of  Europeans,  are  traveling  to 
some  of  the  country's  most  remote  places,  like  this  Indian  reservation  in 
central  Oregon,  in  search  of  life  many  Americans  overlook  on  their 
vacations.  No  theme  parks  built  around  fantasies  for  these  travelers.  In 
fact,  some  of  the  biggest  new  attractions  are  rooted  in  today's  world  and 
in  authenticity  --  even  if  it  leaves  visitors  feeling  more  guilt  than 
vacation  relief.  Tourists  to  Indian  country  spend  their  holidays  hearing 
tales  of  heart-numbing  atrocities  or  listening  to  songs  in  languages  that 
never  show  up  in  Frommer's  guides.  They  come  away  thrilled. 

And  for  Indians  who  have  figured  just  how  to  market  this  niche  of  native 
society,  business  is  booming. 

"Europeans  have  been  visiting  Indian  country  since  the  time  of  Columbus, 
but  what's  really  new  is  Indians  getting  control  of  it,"  said  Gordon 
Bronitsky,  a Denver  tourism  marketer  who  has  just  produced  a catalog  of 
Indian  travel  packages  that  is  going  out  to  5,000  travel  agents  in  Italy. 

A cruise  ship  full  of  Germans  will  tie  up  next  spring  near  the  western 
Oneida  Reservation,  next  to  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  after  the  tour  operator 
reported  that  visitors  requested  a stop  at  an  Indian  reservation  as  part 
of  their  itinerary. 

"We're  not  going  to  sit  there  and  say,  'How,'  and  paint  our  faces,"  said 
leff  House,  a spokesman  for  the  Oneida.  "We  will  try  to  give  an  impression 
of  how  people  live  today.  We're  business  people.  We  go  to  Packer  games." 

Other  tribes  are  trying  to  blend  the  old  with  the  new.  Will  Tsosie  runs 
what  might  be  called  an  Indian  bed  and  breakfast  on  the  Navajo  Reservation 
not  far  from  Canyon  de  Chelly  National  Monument  in  Arizona.  He  charges  $85 
a night  to  stay  in  a traditional  earthen-floored  hogan,  a cylindrical 
house  with  no  running  water,  and  a structure  in  which  few  Indians  live. 

But  he  also  takes  people  to  visit  the  local  community  college. 

"Our  European  guests  are  very  well-prepared  and  very  well-read  --  unlike 
most  Americans,"  Tsosie  said.  "If  they  show  up  with  too  much  of  the  wrong 
attitude,  we  turn  them  away."  Recently,  he  said,  some  people  came  to  the 
Hopi  Reservation  looking  for  a sun  dance,  and  asked  whether  they  could  be 
"pierced"  in  the  chest. 

"We  told  them  they  had  the  wrong  Indians,"  Tsosie  said.  "Try  a thousand 
miles  to  the  north,  with  the  Lakota." 

Roberta  Conner,  director  of  the  new  $18  million  Tamastslikt  Cultural 
Center,  on  the  Umatilla  Reservation,  said,  "We  get  a lot  of  people  who 
expect  they  are  going  to  find  the  Hollywood  stereotypes,  the  beads  and 
feather  Indians." 

The  center,  whose  Indian  name  means  interpreter,  opened  this  summer 
after  nearly  10  years  of  planning  and  is  drawing  visitors  from  around  the 
world . 

Tamastslikt  is  the  only  Indian-run,  Indian-owned  interpretive  center 
along  the  entire  length  of  the  old  Oregon  Trail,  Ms.  Conner  said.  The 
trail,  from  St.  Louis  to  Western  Oregon,  has  long  been  a magnet  for  fans 
of  heritage  tourism.  With  the  opening  of  Tamastslikt,  she  said,  there  is 
now  another  side  of  the  story  of  Westward  expansion,  as  well  as  a history 
of  the  Indians  who  have  long  lived  in  this  region. 

The  Umatilla  and  the  two  other  tribes  that  live  on  the  reservation,  the 
Cayuse  and  the  Walla  Walla,  sent  a delegation  to  Berlin  this  year,  to  the 
world's  biggest  tourism  trade  show.  They  handed  out  posters  of  a Cayuse 
Indian  leader  in  a buffalo  headdress  with  the  slogan  "Nicht  Ihr 
Durchschnittlicher  Reisefuhrer, " Not  Your  Average  Tour  Guide. 

Germany  is  often  the  focus  of  the  marketing  because  the  country  has  more 
than  300  Indian  clubs,  where  people  adopt  a tribe  or  a chief  and  study  the 
history.  Plus,  millions  of  Germans  have  grown  up  on  the  books  of  Karl  May, 
a German  author  who  wrote  a series  of  stories  about  an  Apache  and  his 
white  sidekick. 

"There  is  this  sort  of  noble  savage  image,  unfettered  by  civilization. 


which  they  like/'  Bronitsky  said.  "God  forbid  that  anyone  should  ever 
discuss  that  Indians  have  VCR's  and  microwaves." 

But  a central  thrust  of  the  new  interpretative  center,  which  is  part  of 
a resort  that  includes  a casino,  an  18-hole  golf  course,  a hotel  and 
recreational  vehicle  park,  is  to  show  how  Indians  of  the  Columbia  Plateau 
live  today. 

"We  would  like  to  be  perceived  as  dynamic,  evolving,  healthy  people,"  Ms. 
Conner  said.  "That's  not  exactly  what  people  expect  to  see  when  they  visit 
a reservation." 

Still,  the  fact  that  these  Columbia  Plateau  Indians  have  lived  in 
roughly  the  same  places  for  thousands  of  years  is  a tourist  draw  in  a 
country  where  so  many  of  the  human  attachments  to  the  land  are  ephemeral, 
tribal  officials  say. 

"We  pretty  much  live  where  we've  always  lived,  and  people  are  fascinated 
by  that,"  Ms.  Conner  said.  The  center  tells  a story  of  independent  people 
whose  lives  were  forever  changed  by  the  schooners  that  came  over  the 
Oregon  Trail.  It  shows  the  effect  of  disease,  of  boarding  schools  that 
disrupted  families,  and  of  poverty.  And  it  ends  on  a hopeful  note,  with 
visions  of  a tribe  flourishing  anew. 

"People  are  very  moved  by  it,"  Ms.  Conner  said.  "We  get  these  notes  in 
the  suggestion  box:  'I'm  sorry  for  everything  we've  done  to  you  people.' 

It  awakens  a lot  of  trauma,  a lot  of  fear." 

Despite  the  guilt-swollen  effect  of  some  heritage  tour  sites,  tour 
operators  outside  the  reservation  say  there  is  great  interest  in  all 
things  Indian.  A record  number  of  people,  about  600,000,  visited  the 
National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  in  lower  Manhattan  last  year, 
double  the  attendance  of  the  year  before.  And  out  near  the  reservations, 
museums  report  a similar  trend. 

At  the  Museum  of  the  Plains  Indian,  on  the  Blackfoot  Reservation,  near 
Browning,  Mont.,  nearly  half  the  visitors  this  year  have  been  from  Europe. 

A huge  majority  of  the  guests  at  Darrell  Norman's  village  and  horse 
ranch  on  the  Blackfoot  Reservation  are  Europeans.  They  take  pictures  of 
the  bison  herds  that  wander  around  the  reservation,  ride  horses  that  are 
descendants  of  the  mustangs  brought  to  the  Americas  by  the  Spanish  and 
learn  about  the  culture  of  Northern  Plains  tribes. 

"They  want  to  know  what  the  Blackfoot  are  all  about,"  Norman  said.  "They 
want  to  taste  our  food.  They  want  to  sleep  on  the  ground  --  the  whole 
package.  They  may  show  up  with  stereotypical  image,  but  they  leave  with 
the  sense  that  we  have  a very  alive  culture.  We  do  not  have  dead  arts, 
dead  language." 

Ms.  Kilian,  the  Dutch  visitor  to  the  Blackfoot,  said  she  had  considered 
going  to  China  on  her  vacation,  but  chose  the  Blackfoot  Reservation 
instead.  "Before  I came  here  I heard  that  they  had  a dislike  for  whites," 
she  said.  "That  is  not  true.  I have  felt  very  welcome." 

One  problem  that  concerns  the  tribes  is  trying  to  hold  the  line  between 
sharing  culture  and  exploitation.  The  Umatilla,  for  example,  found  that 
many  Germans  want  to  stay  with  Indian  families  --  but  the  Indians 
themselves  do  not  feel  like  opening  their  homes.  The  Blackfoot,  who  are 
enjoying  a banner  year  for  tourism,  are  grappling  with  the  same  problem. 

"There's  always  been  this  question,"  said  Ray  Montoya,  the  Blackfoot 
tribal  planning  director,  "of  how  far  we  develop  this  industry  while 
maintaining  a pristine  environment  and  our  culture." 
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- "RE:  I Stop  to  Remember"  

Date:  Sat,  19  Sep  1998  21:58:37  -0500 
From:  "ovation"  <ovation@midusa . net> 

Sub j : I stop  to  remember 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Every  year  I post  my  story  so  that  others  can  know  what  honor  I give  to  a 


fallen  soliden . . . 


1965...  I was  a little  girl  who  was  living  in  a large  city  named  Wichita, 
Kansas . 

Never  had  many  play  mates  because  I was  the  dirty  little  poor  Indian  girl. 

I never  felt  sorry  for  myself,  I learned  early  that  people  were  just  missing 
out  on  getting  to  know  me. 

Across  the  street  and  two  houses  down  there  was  a older  boy. . . I will  never 
forget  that  summer  day  when  I met  Arnie.  He  was  riding  the  silliest  bike  I 
had  ever  seen!  I asked  him  about  his  bike...  he  was  kind  enough  to  tell  me 
that  his  bike  was  a racing  bike  and  it  had  many  gears  to  help  the  rider 
maintain  speed . . . 

Arnie  took  the  time  out  for  this  little  Indian  girl  on  the  block.  He  was 
much  like  a older  brother  to  me. 

We  had  a lilac  bush  in  front  of  our  house.  One  day  Arnie  said  "Hey  Keely, 

I see  something  glinting  in  the  sun  over  there...  I wonder  what  it  is!"  I 
went  and  looked,  I found  a 50  cent  piece!  Oh  joy!  I wondered  who  lost  this 
money...  Arnie  told  me  since  I had  found  that  money  it  was  mine...  Oh  joy! 

I thought  I was  rich.,  from  time  to  time  I would  find  money  under  that 
lilac  bush...  never  knowing  it  was  Arnie  who  put  it  there. 

One  day  Arnie  became  quiet...  I asked  him  why...  he  said  there  was  a war 
going  on  and  he  was  called  to  go  and  fight  it...  of  course  I had  no  idea 
what  a war  was  all  about... 

Dune  30th,  1968  was  the  Arnie  left  for  his  tour  of  duty...  on  September 
15,  1968  he  was  killed.  He  had  only  been  in  Viet  Nam  for  two  and  a half 
months . . . 

I will  always  remember  Arnie...  he  touched  my  life  in  kind  ways  I did  not 
know  a white  person  could  have  for  a poor  dirty  Indian  girl...  When  I smell 
lilacs,  I always  remember  Arnie... 

No  one  of  his  family  is  left  today.  I hope  that  everyone  can  stop  and 
remember  him  with  me,  and  remember  others  who  have  long  ago  been  taken  away 
from  us. 

If  you  would  like  to  look  up  anyone  who  was  killed  in  Viet  Nam...  please 
go  to  this  page. . . 
http: //thewall-usa . com/index. html 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  21  September  1998  23:14:49  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Hollek,  Day  E.O. 
#5319-A-Z-205 
P.O.  Box  1050 

Salinas  Valley  State  Prison 
Soledad,  CA,  93960-1050 

Horner,  Paul  Franklin 
#240-070 
PO  Box  511 
Madison,  OH 


Hundley,  Gary  Wayne 

#260-427 

PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140 

Date  of  Birth:  5/18/64 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Dames,  Charles  P 
#284-382 
PO  Box  1812 


Date  of  Birth:  7/7/67 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Jett,  Alan  Lee 
#143-205 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/1/50 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Johnson,  Chad  A. 
#288-594 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  11/6/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Hollek,  Gerald  Frank 
#E0 53 19 -A- 2 -203 
PO  Box  1050 

Soledad,  CA  93960-1050 
Date  of  Birth:  6/3/54 
Ancestry:  Choctaw 


Marion,  OH  43301 
Date  of  Birth:  3/4/55 
Ancestry:  Lakota  / Cherokee 

Joan,  Robert  Richard 
#194-728 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/30/55 
Ancestry:  Seneca 

Jones,  Richard  Oscar 
#283-994 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  7/11/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Hunt,  Henry  Lee 
#0197656 

1300  Western  Blvd 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Wolverine  (William  Jones  Ignace)  "OJ"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner  Political  Prisoner 

Box  4000  Box  4000 

Abbotsford,  BC  Abbotsford,  BC 

V2S  5X8  V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE:  Sequoyah"  

Date:  Wed,  13  May  1998  21:27:24  -0700 
From:  John  Wm  Sloniker  < j oh nwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Sequoyah,  and  his  reputation 

http : //www. chota . com/cherokee/ sequoyah . html 


[ Image] 
Sequoyah 


Sequoyah  was  probably  the  greatest  of  all  the  Cherokees.  He  is  the  only 
man  in  the  history  of  mankind  to  invent  a complete  alphabet  without 
being  able  to  read  or  write  any  other  language.  Not  only  was  Sequoyah 
a great  man  of  letters,  he  was  also  instrumental  in  always  advising  the 
Cherokees  in  a path  of  wisdom  and  tolerance. 

He  was  born  near  Fort  Loudoun,  Tennessee,  in  the  village  of  Tuskegee. 
His  mother  was  a full-blooded  Cherokee,  and  his  father  probably  was 
Nathaniel  Gist,  the  famous  scout  and  soldier.  Nathaniel  Gist's  family 
supposedly  recognized  Sequoyah  as  Gist's  son.  When  Sequoyah  was  a small 
boy,  his  mother  moved  to  Alabama  to  an  Indian  settlement  near  Willstown. 
Here  Sequoyah  spent  most  of  his  early  life,  learning  to  trace  honey 
bees,  shoot  the  bow  and  arrow,  and  look  after  his  mother's  small  farm. 

The  exact  date  of  Sequoyah's  birth  is  not  known,  but  army  records  show 
that  he  was  old  enough  to  fight  in  the  Creek  war  of  1812  with  a group  of 
Cherokee  volunteers.  He,  along  with  Dunaluska,  another  famous  Cherokee, 
fought  with  Andrew  Dackson  in  the  battle  of  Horseshoe  Bend.  It  was  only 
four  years  after  this  famous  battle  that  he  signed  one  of  the  many 
treaties  in  which  the  government  took  a great  part  of  the  Cherokee 
lands.  (Note:  Andrew  lackson  was  a fellow  Tennessean,  but  he  was  one 
of  the  greatest  AO's  of  all  mankind,  and  should  not  be  thought  of  as 
a human  being.  This  is  my  opinion.) 

There  are  many  stories  about  when  and  how  Sequoyah  started  developing 
his  alphabet.  One  of  these  is  that  he  and  some  of  his  friends  fell  into 
a discussion  about  writing,  after  having  heard  the  Bible  translated  at 
a white  man's  house. 


[Image]Sequoyah  as  he  appeared  in  1828  to  Charles  Bird  King,  who  did  his 
portrait  in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  wears  the  medal  given  him  by  the 
Cherokee  Nation  as  a token  of  appreciation  for  the  invention  of  the 
Cherokee  alphabet. 


His  friends  said  that  writing  was  a most  wonderful  thing,  to  be  able  to 
put  all  the  wisdom  down  on  the  talking  leaves  so  that  they  would  not  be 
forgotten.  Sequoyah,  hearing  this  remark,  said,  "I  could  do  this  thing 
that  the  white  man  does."  His  friends  laughed  and  said,  "You  are 
foolish,  you  could  not  even  begin  to  do  this  wonderful  thing.  This  has 
taken  many  long  winters  for  the  white  man  to  do.  It  is  his  gift.  The 
Great  One  has  not  given  us  this  gift.  It  would  be  foolish  for  us  even 
to  try  such  a task."  But  Sequoyah  did  not  hear  their  last  remark.  He 
was  already  turning  over  in  his  mind  how  he  was  going  to  put  his  own 
talk  down  on  the  talking  leaves. 

Through  the  hours  and  days  and  years,  he  worked.  He  worked  despite  the 
ridicule  of  his  friends,  the  threats  of  his  enemies,  and  the  active 
opposition  of  his  wife.  Once,  she  even  burned  every  scrap  of  bark  and 
material  he  had  scribbled  on,  in  an  effort  to  stop  him  from  his  task. 

But  it  was  of  no  use,  because  he  knew  that  eventually  he  would  find  a 
way  to  write  his  own  language.  His  friends  tried  to  dissuade  him  form 
his  task.  His  enemies  told  dark  tales  about  the  evils  he  would  bring 
down  on  his  people  by  delving  into  the  gifts  of  the  white  men.  When 
they  passed  his  house,  they  gave  his  home  hostile  stares  and  did  not 
speak  to  Sequoyah  nor  his  family. 

Sequoyah  began  his  efforts  by  trying  to  devise  a symbol  for  every 
Cherokee  word.  When  he  had  devised  several  thousand  symbols,  he  began 
to  see  that  this  was  useless  because  it  would  be  impossible  to  remember 
so  many  marks.  Then  he  tried  to  figure  out  a way  to  make  a symbol  for  a 
sentence.  But  this  too,  he  saw,  would  not  do  because  there  were  so  many 
ways  to  make  a sentence.  Eventually,  he  began  to  listen  for  the 
different  sounds  that  the  Cherokee  language  had.  These,  he  would  record 
with  a mark  that  he  thought  would  be  easy  to  remember.  Soon,  he  ran  out 
of  ideas  for  new  marks;  his  signs  began  to  all  look  alike.  For  a long 
time  he  did  not  know  what  to  do.  Then,  while  walking  one  day,  he  found  a 
piece  of  old  newspaper  that  he  discovered  was  full  of  symbols,  which  he 
had  never  even  thought  of  making.  Thus  Sequoyah,  not  knowing  one  English 
letter  from  another,  used  a great  many  of  our  own  crooked  marks  to 
represent  sounds  in  the  Cherokee  language. 


Listening  to  his  children,  the  few  friends  who  would  still  come  about 
him,  and  to  complete  strangers,  Sequoyah  eventually  worked  out  the  86 
symbols  that  represented  all  the  sounds  in  his  language,  thus  bringing 
to  the  Cherokee  people  a way  of  writing  their  language  so  that  now, 
they  could  have  their  own  newspapers,  books  and  Bibles.  It  was  a great 
day  that  would  bring  everlasting  fame  to  Sequoyah. 

While  Sequoyah  was  working  on  his  alphabet,  the  tides  of  his  own  life 
were  ever  shifting  and  moving.  The  treaty  of  1816  had  stipulated  that 
any  Cherokee  who  wanted  could  move  to  the  Indian  territory  in  Arkansas. 
One  of  Sequoyah's  friends.  Chief  lohn  lolly,  took  his  family  and  a small 
group  of  friends  and  moved  out  to  the  Cherokee  country  of  the  Skin  Bayou 
section  of  Arkansas.  Sequoyah  accompanied  the  group. 

Two  years  later,  lolly  returned  to  the  Cherokee  settlements  of  Alabama 
and  persuaded  a second  group  to  immigrate  to  the  Arkansas  territory. 

Sequoyah,  who  made  the  second  trip  with  the  Chief,  had  completed  his 
alphabet  and  was  able  to  take  letters  from  the  Western  Cherokees  to  the 
Eastern  Cherokees  in  Alabama.  There  was  a great  deal  of  interest  in  his 
mode  of  recording  the  language.  Some  of  Sequoyah's  friends  became 
interested  in  learning  to  read  and  write  Sequoyah's  alphabet.  He  taught 
these  people,  and  they  in  turn  taught  others.  Some  of  the  quicker  ones 
learned  to  read  and  write  in  three  or  four  days. 

It  was  not  long  until  nearly  all  the  Cherokee  people  were  interested 
in  learning  to  read  and  write  their  language.  The  council,  in  1824, 
recognized  the  greatness  of  Sequoyah's  alphabet  by  voting  him  a medal 
of  honor  and  a letter  of  recognition.  In  1825  an  educated  Cherokee, 

David  Brown,  began  the  translation  of  the  Bible  in  Cherokee,  and  by  1828 
Dr.  Samuel  Worcester,  a missionary  to  the  Eastern  Cherokees,  had  been 
successful  in  having  a printing  press  made  in  Boston.  The  printing  press 
was  shipped  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  up  the  river  to  Augusta, 
Georgia.  It  was  taken  by  wagon  200  miles  inland  to  New  Echota,  Georgia. 
New  Echota,  at  that  time,  was  the  Eastern  Capital  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation.  Elias  Boudinot,  another  educated  Cherokee,  was  made  editor  of 
the  new  paper.  The  Phoenix.  This  paper  printed  news  in  both  English  and 
Cherokee . 

These  times  were  not  easy  for  the  Cherokee  people.  Sequoyah  was  sent 
as  a member  of  a delegation  from  the  Arkansas  group  to  appeal  to  the 
federal  government  in  Washington  for  help  in  defending  the  lands  and 
people  from  encroaching  whites.  This  group  did  not  go  to  make  the  Treaty 
of  1828  (that  was  a result  of  their  visit  to  Washington)  but  went  to  try 
to  straighten  out  various  land  claims  from  the  government  and  to  appeal 
the  grievances  against  the  encroaching  whites.  However,  the  treaty  that 
was  worked  out  as  a result  of  their  visit  was  really  good  for  the 
Western  Cherokees. 

Sequoyah's  visit  in  the  nation's  capital  did  not  go  unnoted.  His  fame 
was  already  established  from  the  invention  of  the  alphabet,  and  many 
people  were  interested  in  seeing  the  man  with  such  an  unusual  gift.  His 
picture  was  painted  by  Charles  Bird  King,  and  he  was  subject  of  lectures 
by  Samuel  Lorenzo  Knapp.  In  describing  Sequoyah,  his  admirers  noted  that 
he  did  not  discard  his  native  custom  nor  his  innate  dignity. 

Turbulent  times  were  ahead  for  the  Cherokee;  great  pressures  were  being 
put  on  the  Eastern  Cherokees  to  move  to  Oklahoma.  Some  did  voluntarily 
move,  but  the  main  body  of  the  people  wanted  to  stay  in  their  home 
country  of  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  They  besieged  the 
government  with  requests  for  the  Treaty  of  1828  to  be  set  aside.  They 
claimed  it  was  not  legal,  in  that  the  true  Chief  of  the  Cherokees  did 
not  approve  nor  sign  it.  But  this  was  of  no  avail.  The  order  for  removal 
was  given  by  President  Andrew  lackson  and  the  fateful  day  set. 

The  arrival  of  the  Eastern  Cherokee  in  the  Oklahoma  territory  was  of 
much  concern  to  the  "old  settlers,"  as  they  called  themselves.  Their 
government  was  already  established  and  the  people  of  influence  felt  the 
new  arrivals  should  answer  only  to  the  will  of  the  people  who  were 
already  there.  This  attitude  caused  much  ill  feeling,  because  the 
newcomers  far  outnumbered  the  old  settlers. 

The  final  settlement  of  the  differences  between  these  two  factions 
was  partly  brought  about  by  the  wisdom  of  Sequoyah,  and  his  recognition 


of  the  rights  of  others.  When  the  council  meetings  were  held,  that 
eventually  led  to  the  forming  of  a workable  Tribal  Government.  It  was 
Sequoyah's  wise  counseling  that  led  to  the  peaceful  solution  of  a 
conflict  that  had  already  taken  the  lives  of  three  important  Cherokees. 

By  the  time  the  Cherokees  had  established  their  government  and  had  begun 
to  prosper  in  their  new  homes,  Sequoyah's  mind  turned  to  the  Cherokees 
in  Mexico  and  Texas,  who  had  suffered  much  at  the  hands  of  raiders.  In 
earlier  years,  when  these  people  had  been  attacked  and  nearly  wiped  out 
in  Texas,  he  extended  an  invitation  to  them  to  come  to  the  Arkansas 
Cherokee  country  to  live.  Many  did  so,  but  not  all.  It  was  those  re- 
maining that  Sequoyah  was  interested  in  seeing.  Although  by  this  time 
Sequoyah  had  grown  old  and  unwell,  he  was  determined  to  go  to  Mexico  to 
find  and  see  these  lost  Cherokees.  He  gathered  a party  of  eight  of  his 
close  and  trusted  friends  to  travel  the  unknown  trails  into  a hostile 
country.  In  this  summer  of  1842,  Sequoyah  left  his  home  in  Oklahoma, 
never  to  return. 

The  story  of  his  journey  is  one  of  hunger,  lost  horses,  floods,  sick- 
ness, and  in  the  end,  death  in  an  unknown  grave  on  foreign  soil.  The 
trail  of  Sequoyah's  life  leads  many  places,  from  the  hill  country  of 
Tennessee  to  the  low  country  of  Alabama,  from  the  low  country  to  the 
wanderings  of  a soldier,  from  the  wanderings  of  a soldier  to  the  life 
of  a father,  the  life  of  a father  to  bayou  country  of  Arkansas,  from 
Arkansas  to  Oklahoma,  from  Oklahoma  to  the  Nation's  Capital,  from  the 
Nation's  Capital  to  the  Cherokee  Capital,  and  from  there  to  the 
climactic  pilgrimage  to  the  lost  Cherokee  in  Mexico. 

Although  there  are  no  stone  slabs  over  his  grave  to  mark  Sequoyah's 
passing,  the  honor  to  his  name  and  to  his  people  will  ever  remain  in 
the  timeless  Sequoyah  redwood  trees  that  were  named  for  him,  and  the 
alphabet  that  he  alone  invented. 
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REWARD. 

Brave  is  he  who  strongly  wields 
A sword  upon  the  battlefields; 

He  wears  a shining  wreath  of  fame. 

And  history  repeats  his  name. 

Greater  reward  than  fame  or  pelf. 

He  finds  who  triumphs  o'er  himself; 

God  only  knows  the  battles  fought 
Within  the  realm  of  heart  and  thought. 
T.  CHALMERS  DAVIS. 


STIRRING  SENTIMENTS  FROM  AN  INDIAN  BETTER  ALIVE  THAN  DEAD. 


The  words  below  are  of  special  import,  coming  as  they  do  from  an 
educated  full-blood  Indian,  who  has  been  struggling  for  several  years  in 
his  profession  of  high  grade  by  the  side  of  educated  white  men  of  the 
same  profession,  in  one  of  the  largest  cities  of  the  country. 

We  snatch  the  inspiring  thoughts  from  a private  letter,  believing  that 
they  will  do  the  more  good  coming  as  they  did  from  the  abundance  of  a 
heart  to  a friend,  and  not  written  for  publication. 

May  our  boys  and  girls  read  these  words  and  profit  by  them;  and  would 
that  every  growing  Indian  youth  in  the  land  could  absorb  the  spirit  of 
the  writer. 

At  the  close  of  his  letter,  after  expressing  regret  at  the  partial 
failure  of  some  of  the  Indian  boys  and  girls  who  had  taken  up  certain 
lines  of  work,  he  says: 

"They  could  have  succeeded  but  lacked  perseverance. 

If  they  stick  long  enough  they  will  succeed. 

They  must  go  through  hard  knocks  and  slowly  creep  along  to  a higher 
standard . 

Everybody  must  do  that;  there  is  no  exception  for  any  one. 

I have  been  pinched  and  had  everything  to  fight  against  ever  since  I 
came  to  this  city. 

Now  I am  beginning  to  see  a bright  future. 

My  hope  and  my  ambitions  are  great  or  greater  than  ever  before. 

I am  bound  to  get  there. 

I shall  allow  nothing  to  stop  me. 

In  my  special  work  I am  compelled  to  take  off  my  coat  and  go  into  it 
with  all  I am  worth. 

To  enjoy  one's  work  is  half  the  battle. 

I enjoy  all  that  I do. 

What  a pity  that  some  of  the  boys  cannot  do  better. 

We  flutter  around  dangerous  places  until  we  fall  into  them;  then  it  is 
generally  too  late  to  mend. 

The  ruin  is  stamped  in  our  character. 

It  is  awful,  yet  it  is  true! 

Weak,  human  nature! 

We  need  something  else  besides  self  to  be  strong  and  noble--God. 

A few  more  days,  then  will  come  the  small  army  of  children. 

I wish  I were  there  to  see  them  and  to  give  them  words  of 
encouragement . 

Kind  and  gentle  words  are  lights  to  them." 


Another  appreciative  Philadelphia  subscriber  says  in  his  letter  of 
renewal:  "I  appreciate  the  little  paper.  After  we  read  it  in  our 
family  I give  it  to  others,  that  the  opportunities  the  boys  in 
Philadelphia  have  in  their  public  schools  may  be  better  appreciated  by 
them,  and  they  stimulated  by  the  reports  and  good  counsel  given  through 
THE  INDIAN  HELPER." 


Maggie  Escacerga  speaks  of  some  outings  she  has  been  having  in  the 
country,  among  others  a recent  picnic,  which  she  thinks  was  the  happiest 
time  she  ever  had;  then  she  went  to  Talchester  Beach  with  her  people. 

She  likes  her  home  very  much  and  the  people. 


Minerva  Mitten  says  she  has  had  a good  deal  of  work  to  do  this  summer, 
but  she  enjoys  the  work  as  much  as  she  does  the  pleasures  of  country 
life. 


Growth  in  character  shows  itself  in  the  face  and  form.  Progress  in 
the  inner  man  makes  its  mark  on  the  outer  man. 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  PO  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Those  working  for  the  prize  cannot  give  their  names  to  another  after 
we  have  booked  them.  They  may  be  given  before. 

The  August  number  of  Whittier,  published  at  the  Whittier  State  School, 
California,  is  beautifully  gotten  up  and  is  full  of  interest. 

The  many  friends  of  Miss  Ida  Warren,  '94,  are  pleased  to  learn  of  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Horatio  Tobin,  on  the  first  of  August,  at  South 
McAllister,  I.T. 

The  many  friends  of  Mr.  Robert  A.  MacFadden,  now  the  Reverend  Robert 
A.  MacFadden,  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  he  has 
become  the  father  of  a little  girl. 

Robert  Hamilton,  who  left  the  school  some  time  since,  writes  to  have 
the  HELPER  sent  to  his  address.  Robert  has  many  friends  in  the  East  who 
will  be  glad  to  hear  of  his  whereabouts. 

Nora  Lambert's  Sunday  School  teacher.  Miss  Reed,  writes  that  Nora  has 
been  a regular  and  faithful  attendant  of  the  Sabbath  school  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Reedsville,  Pa.,  during  the  summer  months,  and  on 
September  Fourth,  she  was  presented  with  a Bible  by  the  school  for 
having  committed  the  Shorter  Catechism. 

Charles  Buck,  one  of  our  first  football  boys  who  is  now  living  in 
Montana,  says  by  recent  friendly  letter  that  he  is  on  a ranch  on  Cut 
Bank  River,  he  having  left  the  first  ranch  he  bought  on  account  of  the 
bleakness  of  the  place.  Where  he  now  lives  there  is  plenty  of  timber,  a 
good  cattle  range  and  shelter.  He  has  about  fifty  head  of  cattle  and 
forty  head  of  horses.  In  speaking  of  the  returned  pupils  he  says  they 
are  doing  well,  lames  Grant  has  bought  a place  for  himself  and  is  doing 
nicely,  "lames  Grant,  Anthony  Austin,  loe  Spanish,  Eddie  Crane,  lohn  G. 
Ground  and  lohn  Kennedy  are  married.  Ben  Caswell  was  up  here  visiting 
this  summer.  He  and  I had  some  long  talks  of  Carlisle  and  the  football 
team  we  were  once  members  of.  Ben  is  pleased  with  all  the  returned 
students  and  of  their  well  doing." 

Mr.  1.  Banks  Ralston,  graduate  of  Dickinson  College,  class'  98,  is  the 
newly  appointed  Assistant  Disciplinarian,  vice  Chauncey  Yellowrobe, 
transferred  to  Ft.  Lewis.  The  Sentinel  says  of  Mr.  Ralston  whose  home 
is  near  Carlisle:  "Mr.  Ralston  is  a popular  young  man  finely  educated, 
and  will,  we  are  confident,  fill  his  position  in  a manner  most 
satisfactory. " 

Only  twenty-one  more  days  for  the  subscription  contest  to  run!  The 
numbers  have  climbed  somewhat  higher  this  week,  but  it  would  not  be  fair 
to  tell  who  has  the  most  names.  There  is  lots  of  time  yet!  Almost  any 
one  will  take  a good  ten-cent  paper  if  asked  in  a business  like  way.  If 
you  have  only  a few  names  or  if  you  have  not  yet  begun,  it  is  not  too 
late.  An  enterprising  solicitor  could  begin  NOW  and  win  the  ten 
dollars.  Ask  people  on  the  cars;  ask  strangers  anywhere  and 
everywhere.  Show  them  the  little  paper;  give  them  one,  and  tell  them 
how  it  is  helping  the  Indians,  by  letting  people  know  that  the  rising 


Indians  are  just  like  other  people.  Tell  them  there  will  be  nearly  a 
thousand  Indians  with  them  here  in  Pennsylvania  this  year,  and  ask  them 
if  they  would  not  like  to  keep  posted  about  what  the  Pennsylvania 
Indians  from  68  tribes  of  the  west,  do  with  themselves  in  school.  The 
little  HELPER  tells  it  all,  for  ten  cents  a year. 

Mrs.  Given  writes  cheerfully  from  Holton,  Kansas,  where  she  is 
visiting  a sister  and  other  relatives.  She  speaks  of  a recent  visit 
from  Miss  Botsford,  whom  so  many  of  us  remember,  she  having  been  a 
teacher  at  Carlisle,  and  who  is  now  Superintendent  of  the  Pottawatomie 
school,  only  18  miles  from  Holton.  They  have  been  experiencing  the  same 
sweltering  weather  that  we  of  Pennsylvania  have  suffered  only  worse  if 
anything.  Mr.  lames  Given,  who  is  in  the  banking  business  in  Oklahoma, 
has  been  to  see  his  mother,  and  she  says  he  thinks  that  Oklahoma  is  the 
land  of  promise.  Mrs.  Given's  niece.  Miss  Moore,  who  was  with  us  as 
music  teacher  a few  years  since,  is  expecting  to  go  to  Chicago  the  last 
of  the  month  to  enter  upon  a year's  course  in  the  Musical  College  of  the 
Windy  City.  We  all  remember  Miss  Moore's  beautiful  piano  playing,  but 
it  appears  that  she  has  become  a church  organ  enthusiast.  She  is  the 
organist  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Holton,  but  goes  to  Chicago  to 
become  more  perfect  in  handling  the  great  instrument.  Mrs.  Given  had 
not  yet  seen  lohn,  but  she  expects  to  go  to  Oklahoma  soon,  where  he  is 
spending  the  vacation  with  this  brother  lames,  when  she  will  see  him  the 
first  in  a year,  lohn  will  return  to  Chicago  to  school  this  fall. 


Football 
Sept. 24, 
Oct.  1, 
Oct.  8, 
Oct.  15, 
Oct.  22, 
Oct.  29, 
Nov.  5, 
Nov.  12, 
Nov.  19, 
Nov.  24, 


Schedule . 

Bloomsburg  at  Carlisle. 

Susquehanna  at  Carlisle. 

Cornell  at  Ithaca. 

Williams  at  Albany. 

Yale  at  New  Haven. 

Harvard  at  Cambridge. 

Dickinson  at  Carlisle. 

University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 
University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago. 
University  of  Cincinnati  at  Cincinnati. 
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Boo!  The  cool  wave  is  a cool  one. 

Storekeeper  Kensler  has  become  a grandpa. 

The  school  supplies  for  the  year  are  slowly  coming  in. 

What  time  is  it  when  a clock  strikes  17?  Time  to  get  it  fixed. 

A coat  of  paint  has  been  placed  on  the  dining-hall  and  sewing  room 
floors . 

Mr.  Kemp,  our  master  harness  maker,  is  in  Chicago  on  Government 
business . 

Miss  Mary  A.  Lemer,  of  Harrisburg,  was  a guest  of  Miss  Forster  on 
Tuesday. 

Captain  Frank  Hudson,  of  the  football  team,  has  returned  from  his  New 
York  visit. 

Work  began  on  Monday  in  all  the  departments  of  the  school  in  spite  of 
the  heat. 

When  a fellow  drags  his  heels  in  walking  it  shows  a weak  body  or  a 
weak  mind. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  sang  a beautiful  solo  at  the  service  on  last 
Sunday  afternoon. 

Which  one  of  the  seniors  answered  in  class  the  other  day  that  the 
plural  of  sheep  is  lamb? 

Workmen  are  leveling  the  ground  just  outside  of  the  running  track  of 
the  athletic  field. 

The  new  athletic  field  is  in  use  by  the  football  team  at  their 
practice  under  trainer  Dohn  Hall. 

Miss  Lida  Standing  is  taking  Miss  Carter's  place  as  teacher  of  No.  5 
during  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Given. 

Our  "typoess"  Kitty  Silverheels  is  back  at  the  case.  She  had  a place 
near  Washington,  D.C.,  this  summer. 


Samuel  Spencer,  one  of  the  new  boys  from  the  west,  has  entered  the 
printing  office  to  learn  to  be  a typo. 

Miss  Weekly  presented  a very  pretty  colored  photograph  of  The  Golden 
Pheasant  to  the  normal  room. 

Never  did  boys  and  girls  show  more  the  benefits  of  a change  than  did 
the  Duniors  and  Seniors  who  came  in  last  week  from  farms. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  the  drawing  of  seats  for  the  month  at  the 
teachers'  club,  was  the  cause  of  considerable  excitement  and  merriment. 

"We  are  very  much  interested  in  the  band  now  forming  for  the  Paris 
Exposition,  and  hope  you  will  have  plenty  of  items  as  to  its  progress," 
says  one  of  our  newer  subscribers. 

On  Monday  evening  Major  Pratt  was  elected  president  and  Miss 
Luckenback  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Teachers'  Cllub  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Menu  committee  --  Misses  Cutter,  Senseney,  Wood,  Noble, 
and  Mr.  Kensler. 

"I  do  not  know  how  you  can  send  it  out  every  week  for  so  little.  It 
certainly  contains  many  good  things  that  we  may  all,  old  and  young,  be 
benefitted  by  if  we  take  the  advice  given,"  says  a subscriber  in  Chester 
county  at  the  close  of  a business  letter  to  the  HELPER. 

Perry  Tsamauwa  and  Carrie  Cornelius  left  on  Wednesday  for  the  Hoopa 
Valley  agency,  California,  to  take  positions  in  the  Government  school  at 
that  place.  The  former  is  a Pueblo  Indian  from  New  Mexico  who  has 
learned  the  shoemaking  trade.  Miss  Cornelius  is  from  the  Oneida 
reservation,  Wisconsin. 

The  books  from  the  boys'  library  are  now  being  catalogued  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  In  a month  or  two  they  will  be  in  place  in  the 
school-office  library,  ready  for  use. 

Mr.  Iordan  has  repaired  the  granolithic  walks  and  is  now  looking  after 
the  washers  of  the  buildings,  who  are  putting  on  a fresh  coat  of  the 
uniform  drab-blue-gray. 

On  the  stairs,  halls  and  floors  of  the  dininghall  building  a compound 
known  as  "No  Dust"  which  has  been  found  very  valuable  on  the  hospital 
floors,  has  been  put  on. 

Miss  Martha  Hench,  formerly  of  the  school  force,  now  of  the  Hahnemann 
Hospital  Philadelphia,  was  at  her  home  on  South  Hanover  St.,  last  week. 
She  returned  to  Philadelphia  on  Monday. 

Fifty-seven  of  the  new  pupils  have  been  assigned  to  their  respective 
classes  in  the  Academic  department.  Most  of  them  go  to  the  intermediate 
grades.  They  are  bright  and  intelligent  children. 

One  of  the  little  campers  was  asked  in  the  schoolroom,  "Who  picked  the 
most  berries  at  camp  the  boys  or  girls?"  "The  boys,"  was  his  reply. 
"Well,  what  did  the  girls  do?"  "0,  they  just  shine  'em  up  for  us." 

Mrs.  Kate  Butler,  for  several  years  teacher  of  music  at  the  Flandrau, 
S.  Dak.,  Training  School,  has  joined  the  clerical  force  at  the 
administration  building.  For  the  present  she  is  helping  Miss  Ely  in  her 
"outing"  work. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  boys  will  find  a willing  reponse 
among  the  new  boys  when  they  seek  for  brotherly  affiliation  with  their 
society.  Many  of  the  new  men  are  ready  to  unite  with  the  best  of 
everything. 

The  youthful  regiment  of  boys  that  came  in  from  the  camp  on  Monday 
looked  like  little  tramps,  but  their  sunburned  faces  and  sparkling  eyes 
told  the  story  of  the  good  time  they  had  had  in  the  mountains.  The 
girls  came  at  the  same  time,  loking  brown  and  well. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  the  school  assembled  in  the  newly  painted  Assembly 
Hall  for  the  first  time.  The  white  blinds,  fresh  coloring  and  new 
designs  in  frescoing  lend  to  the  place  a strange  but  improved  appearance 
enjoyed  by  all  except  those  lovers  of  the  same  old  thing. 

The  electric  lighting  in  the  band  room  and  other  alterations  have  been 
made  to  suit  the  enlarged  band.  A number  of  the  new  instruments  have 
arrived  and  are  beauties.  Regular  practice  will  not  begin  till  all  the 
instruments  come,  although  individual  practice  is  in  progress. 

Miss  Maxwell,  of  Philadelphia,  who  has  been  visiting  her  aunt  Miss 
Luckenback,  for  a few  weeks,  left  on  Monday.  Her  renewal  of 
acquaintances  formed  at  the  school  when  here  six  years  before  was  very 


pleasant,  and  all  who  met  hen  could  but  wish  that  her  stay  with  us  might 
be  longer. 

Three  new  blowers  have  been  placed  in  the  blacksmith  shop  to  take  the 
place  of  the  old  bellows.  These  are  more  modern  applicances  and  do  not 
take  up  so  much  room.  With  such  improvements  we  can  not  blame  the 
blacksmiths  if  they  do  blow  a little  about  their  excellent  work.  The 
more  blow  the  better. 


(page  4) 

ADVANTAGES  APPRECIATED. 


One  of  our  girls  in  a country  home  wrote  to  Miss  Ericson  when  she  was 
at  Bay  View,  Mich.,  this  summer. 

Little  did  the  Indian  girl  think  that  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  would 
see  what  was  in  that  letter. 

But  he  did,  and  it  is  so  full  of  the  right  spirit  that  all  will  be 
interested  in  reading  it.  We  have  not  room  to  print  it  all,  but  she 
said  in  part: 

"I  am  glad  to  know  that  you  are  near  to  my  dear  home  and  perhaps  will 
see  and  talk  to  my  folks.  Bay  View  is  a beautiufl  little  resort;  I have 
been  there  many  a time. 

Dear  Miss  Ericson,  I want  you  to  do  me  a favor  if  you  have  any  spare 
time;  that  is,  go  and  see  my  dear  mother,  and  tell  all  you  know  about 
me.  Tell  her  what  Carlisle  is  doing  for  the  Indians. 

My  poor  mother  seems  to  be  worrying  so  much  about  me  being  so  far  away 
from  home. 

I have  written  letters  and  letters  to  my  mother,  but  she  cannot  read 
them  herself;  some  one  has  to  read  the  letter  and  then  interpret  it. 

How  sad  to  think  she  did  not  have  the  chance  that  I have  now! 

And  I think  that  she  ought  to  be  thankful  that  I am  away  from  home 
working  for  a higher  education. 

I am  a senior  now;  by  next  summer  I hope  to  be  working  for  my  own 
individual  welfare. 

I have  a lovely  country  home  this  summer;  no  one  else  can  have  a 
better  home  than  I. 

M H and  I live  together  and,  0,  we  do  have  fine  times 

together.  We  go  out  driving  sometimes  and  we've  been  to  Willow  Grove 
many  times,  for  we  live  right  near  it. 

Yes,  we  have  everything  that  a farmer  can  have. 

I have  been  at  Carlisle  only  two  years,  but  it  seems  ages  since  I have 
seen  my  folks.  During  those  two  years  I feel  improved. 

Yes,  Carlisle  has  done  so  much  for  me  in  such  a short  time,  I cannot 
realize  what  I owe  Carlisle. 

I hope  that  every  student  feels  the  same  as  I do. 

Now  my  dear  Miss  Ericson,  I do  hope  this  letter  will  reach  you  before 
you  leave,  and  when  you  return  tell  me  all  about  the  family,  and  the 
little  brother  whom  I have  never  seen  yet. 

Miss  Shaffner  was  here  just  the  other  day  to  see  us.  I was  so  glad  to 
see  her,  she  is  still  the  same  sweet  lady." 


OUR  INDIAN  BOYS  AS  WAITERS. 


"How  did  you  get  on  at  the  seashore,  waiting  on  table?"  asked  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  of  one  of  the  boys  who  returned  this  week  from 
Point  Pleasant  where  14  of  the  Carlisle  Indian  boys  were  employed  as 
boardinghouse  waiters.  It  is  a line  of  work  entirely  new  to  most  of 
them. 

"Well,"  said  the  boy.  "I  heard  of  no  complaints,  and  for  my  part  I 
enjoyed  the  summer,  the  sea-air  and  all  very  much  indeed." 

"But  the  work!  The  work  is  what  I want  to  know  about.  How  did  you 
succeed  as  waiters?" 

The  boy  smiled  and  replied: 

"Of  course  the  big  orders  puzzled  us  at  first  and  we  got  things  mixed, 
but  we  had  a very  nice  class  of  people  to  wait  upon.  They  seemed  to 
take  in  that  we  were  Indians  and  made  allowance." 


"Ah!"  said  the  Man-on-the-band-stand,  dropping  his  head.  "I  hope  you 
are  not  satisfied  with  any  such  record." 

"Most  certainly  not/'  answered  the  boy  standing  back  upon  his 
dignity.  "Of  course  the  work  was  new  to  us,  and  we  simply  had  to  learn 
it,  that  is  all." 

"Certainly!  Certainly!"  said  the  Man-on-the-band-stand . "Practice 
makes  perfect  in  waiting  on  table  as  well  as  in  any  other  employment." 

"And  all  we  want  is  the  chance,  and  in  time  we  shall  be  able  to  carry 
as  big  orders  in  our  heads  and  carry  the  waiters  on  as  few  fingers  and 
as  high  in  the  air  as  the  best  of  'em." 

"Ah!  That's  the  spirit.  How  do  you  like  the  work  for  Indian  boys." 

"I  think  it  is  fine.  We  get  lots  of  good  food,  sea  air  and  bathing." 

"I  am  glad,"  said  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  "that  you  are  not 
satisfied  with  'Oh,  they  do  very  well  for  Indians.'  The  Indians  must  by 
their  well  doing  'put  to  silence'  such  talk.  They  must  not  accept 
commendation  as  worthy  except  it  be  on  true  merit." 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  7 letters. 

My  7,  3,  2,  4 is  something  most  people  like  to  learn  to  do. 

My  4,  6,  5,  1,  7 the  Indian  students  at  Carlisle  like. 

My  whole  is  something  most  of  the  subscribers  enjoy  seeing  in  the 
HELPER  every  week.  --[FROM  AN  OLD  SUBSCRIBER. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  Lawn-Mower. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

— "RE:  Poem:  Warrior's  Stand" 

Date:  Tue,  19  Aug  1997  19:41:18  -0700 
From:  "EREC  - Fort,  Don"  <DFORT@nciinc . com> 

Sub j : Time  again  for  the  warrior's  stand 

UUCP  email 

Oyea  Tau 

Thought  i would  share  this  with  you  before  hitting  the  del  key.  If  you 
think  that  it  would  be  worthwhile,  you  can  forward  on  to  the  list. 

Seems  to  be  my  day  for  putting  on  the  paint. 


is  time  again  for  the  warrior's  stand 
time  to  confront  the  obstacles 
time  to  confront  the  challenges 
is  time  again  for  the  warrior's  stand 

no  longer  will  injustice  be  over  looked 
no  longer  will  pain  be  ignored 
no  longer  will  the  cries  be  unheard 
no  longer  will  winter  take  the  elderly 

is  time  again  for  the  warrior's  stand 

look  into  our  eyes 

see  the  fire  still  burns 

our  enemies  can  not  extinguish  this  flame 

determination  burns  hot 

is  time  again  for  the  warrior's  stand 

turn  and  face  us  tribal  governments 

no  longer  will  corruption  be  over  looked 

no  longer  will  you  profit  at  the  expense  of  the  People 


prepare  to  change  or  prepare  to  be  removed 


is  time  again  for  the  warrior's  stand 

turn  and  face  us  state  governments 
no  longer  will  you  dictate  policy  on  Indian  land 
no  longer  will  you  control  our  schools 
no  longer  will  we  pay  you  for  what  is  ours 

is  time  again  for  the  warrior's  stand 

turn  and  face  us  federal  government 
no  long 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Sep  30  18:27:10  1998 
Date:  Tue,  29  Sep  1998  19:07:56  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.040 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Fol-L  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc . culture . native  http://www.wintercount.org 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


Let  us  walk  down  the  lane  a little  way  to  where  the  woods  begin.  There 
is  not  much  activity  here  on  a cold  winter  day,  but  the  quiet  and 
solitude  are  beautiful  and  comforting." 

The  silence  will  be  short-lived  because  spring  is  working  beneath  the 
crusty  ground.  In  a few  weeks  animals  will  be  coming  out  of 
hibernation  and  the  birds  will  be  migrating." 

Now  is  the  time  to  enjoy  the  last  of  winter's  activities.  There  will 
be  more  cold  and  more  snow,  but  it  doesn't  last  as  long  and  spring 
beckons  with  beautiful  suggestions  of  color  and  mellow  days." 

Earlier  than  the  sun  appears  upon  the  hills,  he  gives  thanks  for  his 
protection  during  the  night." 

_ Chief  Cornplant,  Seneca 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Here  in  Cobb  County,  Georgia,  Newt  Gingrich's  home  district,  there  are 
long  standing  ordinances  against  pollution,  and  a new  one  against  clear 
cutting  for  developments.  No  one  seems  too  concerned  about  more  than  five 
acres  of  beautiful  hardwood  and  pine  trees  then  burning  them.  Burning  all 
those  trees  does  require  a chemical  accelerator,  meaning  a lot  or 
hydro-carbon  and  ash  particulate  pollution. 

Since  this  scar  will  become  more  asphalt  and  concrete  I am  just  a tiny 
bit  suspicious  greed  helped  the  fine  planning  and  enforcement  agencies 
responsible  for  controlling  pollution  find  other  things  to  concern  themselves 
with . 

Then,  this  week  another  request  for  support  letters  arrived  Seems  some 
pottery  was  unearthed  in  a grade  leveling  project.  I ask  you  to  read  the 
request  and  write  letters  if  you  wish  to.  I am  personally  satisfied  the 
ants  and  moles  in  Pennsylvania  have  not  taken  up  pottery  making,  so  I 
dispute  any  contention  this  unearthed  pottery  is  not  from  our  ancestors. 

From:  Fred  Sinkevich  <fasst6+@pitt . edu> 

Hello  Everyone, 

We  need  some  help  to  save  a hill/mound  in  Slippery  Rock  PA.  It  is 
located  in  a campground  of  which  everyone  in  the  campgrounds  owns  parts 
of. 

The  majority  of  the  board  members  (my  Mom  excluded)  want  to  pave  a road 
up  and  over  the  hill  and  to  flatten  out  the  top.  Now  according  to  Mom  at 
one  time  it  was  part  of  one  big  hill  where  the  campground  dug  out  the 
middle  of  and  there  are  now  this  hill  and  the  hill  that  the  reservoir  is 
on . 

When  they  dug  the  middle  part  out  they  found  some  pottery.  Currently 
we  are  trying  to  track  it  down.  For  a long  time  everyone  in  the 
campground  cared  about  the  campground,  it's  people  and  it's  land... we  now 
have  had  a lot  of  new  people  come  in  and  have  no  respect  for  the  land. 

This  summer  a kid  was  riding  down  the  hill  and  fell  off  his  bike  and 
almost  lost  an  eye... 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


That  is  one  board's  main  reasons  for  wanting  to  pave  it. 

Mom's  concern  is  that  it  will  not  stop  with  paving  the  top  of  the  hill. 
Last  year  she  barely  convinced  them  not  to  dig  into  the  hill  to  take  the 
dirt  to  use  on  the  creek  bank  to  stop  erosion.  Any  help  any  of  you  can 
give  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  writing  to  the  address  below  and  asking  for 
Lookout  Hill  to  be  saved. 

Send  letters  about  lookout  hill  To: 

SRCA  board  of  directors 
SRCA 

1150  West  Park  Road 
Slippery  Rock  PA  16057 

Fred 
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<A  HREF= "http: //www. rcrc .org/wocp/native. html"> 

Broken  Treaties,  Empty  Promises</A> 

Forced  sterilization. 

A study  by  the  Government  Accounting  Office  during  the  1970s  found 
widespread  sterilization  abuse  in  four  areas  served  by  the  IHS.  In  1975 
alone,  some  25,000  Native  American  women  were  permanently 
sterilized--many  after  being  coerced,  misinformed,  or  threatened.  One 
former  IHS  nurse  reported  the  use  of  tubal  ligation  on  "uncooperative" 
or  "alcoholic"  women  into  the  1990s. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featu 

- Leonard  Peltier  Needs  Your  Help 

- Leonard  to  be  Transferred 

- More  Canadian  Genocide 

- Hopi  Prophesies 

- Surveys  and  Destruction 
at  Big  Mountain 

- Clan  Dyken  Revive  Beauty  Way  Tour 

- Black  Mesa  Urgent  Alert 

- BC  Treaty  Process 

- Nisga'a  Deal 

- Chiapas  News  Items 


red  in  this  issue  

- Daishowa  Continues  with  Appeal 

- Will  The  IMF  Be  Rewarded 

- Death  of  Anishinabe  Man 

- Restore  Religious  Rights 

- Tsuu-T'ina  Killings 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Conversation  With  a Hawk 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 

- Native  America  Calling 


— "RE:  Leonard  Peltier  Needs  Your  Help" 

Date:  98-09-24  22:10:15  EDT 
From:  saiic@igc.apc.org  (SAIIC) 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  needs  your  help 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
LEONARD  PELTIER  STILL  IS  NOT  RECEIVING  THE  MEDICAL  TREATMENT  HE 
NEEDS- -URGENT  APPEAL--PLEASE  HELP! 

SEPTEMBER  7TH  NWLPSN  STATEMENT 

American  Indian  Movement  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier  is  being  made  to  suffer 
the  full  impact  of  the  U.S.  government's  historical  genocidal  policies 
against  the  indigenous  people  of  the  land  now  called  America. 

Even  though  the  U.S.  government  has  stated  many  times  that  they  don't 
know  who  committed  the  act  that  Leonard  is  in  prison  for,  even  though 
Leonard's  defense  has  disproved  the  government's  case  against  Leonard, 
Leonard  remains  in  prison  as  an  example  of  what  the  U.S.  government  will 
do  to  those  that  stand-up  for  the  people  against  the  interests  of  the 
transnational  corporations  and  the  policies  of  the  U.S.  government. 

Because  Leonard's  voice  has  been  strong  for  over  22  years  from  inside 
the  U.S.  dungeons,  the  U.S.  government  is  trying  to  break  Leonard  by  using 
torture  on  him. 

LEONARD  PELTIER  IS  BEING  TORTURED! 

Torture  is  the  act  of  allowing  or  causing  excruciating  pain  for  the 
purpose  of  punishment.  Leonard  has  a medical  problem  with  his  jaw.  Because 
of  the  malicious  medical  treatment  at  the  Springfield  Federal  Medical 
Center,  which  came  close  to  killing  him,  the  condition  of  his  jaw  is  much 
worse.  The  prison  will  not  allow  any  outside  doctor  to  examine  Leonard, 
which  is  a right  that  other  prisoners  have,  but  Leonard  is  denied.  The 
Mayo  Clinic,  which  has  done  medical  work  on  federal  prisoners  before  has 
agreed  to  treat  Leonard.  Leonard  is  in  excruciating  continuous  pain.  He 
cannot  even  chew  his  food.  Still  the  federal  prison  refuses  to  allow 
Leonard  to  get  the  treatment  he  needs.  This  is  nothing  short  of  blatant 
outright  torture! 

We  ask  that  all  members  of  the  NWLPSN,  all  supporters  of  Leonard  and  all 
those  who  believe  in  justice  and  oppose  the  use  of  torture  to  please, 
right  now,  e-mail  messages  asking  that  Leonard  be  allowed  to  be  treated  by 
the  Mayo  Clinic. 

Send  messages  to: 

Kathleen  Hawk,  Director,  Bureau  of  Prisons,  "attention  indicator" 
via:  swolfson@bop.gov 

U.S.  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell 
at:  administrator@campbell . senate.gov 

In  your  message,  please  not  only  bring  up  Leonard's  medical  condition, 
but  also,  that  the  prison's  refusal  of  medical  treatment  should  be  a part 
of  the  Congressional  hearings  on  Pine  Ridge  and  the  case  of  Leonard 
Peltier.  Also  please  ask  him  when  these  hearings  will  take  place. 

President  Clinton  at;  President@whitehouse.gov 

The  e-mail  campaign  to  end  the  torture  of  Leonard  Peltier  started  last 
Duly.  At  that  time  people  around  the  world  sent  e-mail  messages.  So  many 
were  sent  that  the  Bureau  Of  Prisons  contacted  the  NWLPSN  with  a message 
that  they  wanted  us  to  send  out  our  e-mail  list  in  the  hope  that  it  would 
end  the  e-mail  campaign.  The  NWLPSN  will  not  send  out  the  BOP's  lies,  nor 
will  we  call  off  this  campaign  until  Leonard  receives  the  medical 
treatment  he  needs. 

The  torture  of  Leonard  will  continue  until  there  is  enough  of  a public 
out  cry  that  demands  that  it  end.  Please  take  the  time  to  send  the  needed 
e-mails  and  please  pass  along  this  information  to  other  people, 
organizations,  e-mail  lists  and  web  sites.  Thank  you  for  your  time. 

In  Solidarity 
Arthur  D.  Miller 
NWLPSN 


RE:  Leonard  to  be  Transferred 


Date:  Fri,  25  Sep  98  08:56:43  PDT 
From:  LPDC  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub  j : Leonard  will  be  transferred  to  Mayo  clinic!? 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  This  is  still  unconfirmed  by  the  Department 

of  Prisons.  Please  continue  to  write] 

Leonard  will  transfer  to  Mayo  Clinic!!!? 

Message  from  Leonard  Peltier:  9/24/98 

"This  is  yet  unofficial,  but  I have  spoken  with  my  unit  manager,  Mr.  Pierce 
who  told  me  today  that  he  had  personally  seen  paper  work  that  says  they  are 
going  to  transfer  me  for  medical  reasons,  to  Rochester  Minnesota  where  I 
will  be  treated  for  my  jaw.  I want  to  thank  everyone  of  you  that  have 

written  letters  on  my  behalf.  It  is  unfortunate  that  it  has  taken  over 

two  years  to  get  this  medical  problem  treated,  but  never  the  less  it 
appears  that  your  letters  were  effective  and  I will  receive  treatment  from 
Dr.  Eugene  Keller.  I love  you=17thank  you." 

Note:  This  is  great  news,  but  since  it  has  not  happened  yet,  we  should 
probably  keep  the  letters  coming  to  make  sure  it  does!  Leonard  says  that 
they  never  tell  him  when  he  will  be  transferred  so  we  will  be  keeping  a 
close  eye  on  him.  As  soon  as  he  is  transferred  you  will  hear  from  us!  The 
medical  law-suit  will  probably  still  be  pursued,  we  will  keep  you  updated 
on  that  also.  --Thanks,  Gina/LPDC 

PS-  If  you  are  organizing  protests  and/or  civil  disobedience  for  December 
19th  please  let  us  know.  We  will  soon  be  listing  all  cities  with  contact 
phone  numbers  so  others  can  get  involved.  Thanks! 

- — "RE:  More  Canadian  Genocide"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Sep  1998  11:07:05  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : More  Canadian  Genocide:  TB  Sanitariums 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
RUMOURS  OF  ABUSE,  COVER-UP  AT  CLINICS 

Windspeaker  News,  September  1998,  Page  44  by  Rob  McKinley 

The  Pas,  Manitoba  - Ottawa  is  being  urged  to  investigate  the  growing  tales 
of  horror  from  former  patients  regarding  three  tuberculosis  sanitariums 
which  were  operating  in  Manitoba  up  until  30  years  ago.  Activities  at  one 
particular  facility,  the  Clearwater  Lake  Sanitarium  near  The  Pas,  are  the 
main  concern  for  the  province's  First  Nation  chiefs  and  New  Democrat  MLA 
Eric  Robinson.  "Some  stories  the  Elders  report  are  that  their  people  went 
there  and  never  came  back,"  said  Robinson,  a member  of  the  Cross  Lake  First 
Nation  and  the  provincial  Indian  Affairs  critic.  He  has  already  heard  from 
numerous  people  who  said  their  siblings  were  taken  away  in  the  40s,  50s  or 
60s  and  just  never  came  home. 

As  well  as  the  suspicious  disappearances,  there  have  also  been  stories  of 
abuse  and  neglect  at  the  hands  of  nurses  working  at  the  facility.  Recently, 
he  said,  a burial  site  containing  15  bodies  was  unearthed  a few  miles  from 
where  the  Clearwater  Sanitarium  stood.  Many  people  think  the  bodies  are 
those  of  people  whose  deaths  were  never  reported  by  the  sanitarium.  If  the 
bodies  are  those  of  former  patients,  he  fears  there  may  be  more  bodies  out 
there.  "It's  dozens  for  the  time  being,  but  there  could  be  hundreds  as  far 
as  I know,"  he  said.  Arlene  Gibson,  the  executive  director  of  the 
Sanitarium  Board  of  Manitoba  said  past  history  of  the  board  and  of  the 
facilities  has  long  been  filed  away  in  the  provincial  archives,  making  any 
immediate  answers  difficult  to  come  by.  She  was  certain,  however,  that  the 
Clearwater  Sanitarium  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  bodies  recently  found.  "We 


didn't  bury  people.  We  had  no  burials.  Someone  took  the  bodies  away/'  she 
said.  "We  certainly  had  no  burial  sites." 

Since  the  early  1900s,  when  the  Clearwater  facility  opened,  she  said,  many 
people,  both  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal,  were  sent  to  the  facility,  and 
while  medical  treatments  may  have  been  primitive  and  many  people  did  die 
from  the  disease,  she  was  not  aware  of  any  direct  complaints  sent  to  the 
board  in  it's  60  years  of  operation.  A letter  written  in  1949  to  an  Indian 
Agent  from  the  Clearwater  area  indicates,  however,  that  there  were  many 
problems  at  the  sanitarium  which  may  have  been  ignored  by  facility 
officials  and  never  passed  on  to  the  board  level.  "The  Indians  feel  so  bad 
about  the  management  that  they  begin  to  believe  that  they  are  being  brought 
to  this  place  to  die,"  wrote  Chief  Cornelius  Bignell,  then  chief  of  the  Le 
Pas  Indian  Band  (now  the  Opaskwayak  Cree  Nation)  in  a letter  to  "Mr.  E. 

Low,  Indian  Agent,"  on  Duly  4,  1949. 

The  letter  contained  a list  of  seven  concerns  the  band  had  received  from 
the  Clearwater  patients.  The  issues  included  a need  for  more  fresh  air  and 
time  outside  the  facility,  the  use  of  excessive  force  when  needles  were 
administered  and  the  higher  than  normal  rates  of  death.  "Too  many  persons 
have  died  and  are  dying  too  fast  in  such  a short  time.  Very  few  leave  the 
San  (sanitarium)  alive,"  read  the  letter.  Gibson  said  she  too  would  like  to 
see  the  results  of  an  inquiry  into  the  role  the  sanitariums  played.  The 
inquiry  could  also  identify  who  operated  the  tuberculosis  facilities,  as 
Gibson  said  she  was  not  aware  of  who  was  in  charge.  She  said  the  board 
worked  at  arm's  length  to  the  medical  treatment  of  the  disease. 

Ask  William  Tagoona  who  was  in  charge  and  he'll  tell  you  it  was  the  staff, 
especially  the  nurses.  "They  were  the  ultimate  bosses.  They  could  do 
anything  with  you  whenever  they  wanted,"  said  the  46-year  -old  former 
patient.  In  the  mid-1950s,  Tagoona,  who  now  lives  in  Kuujjuaq  in  northern 
Quebec,  was  a patient  at  Clearwater.  He  stayed  there  for  18  months  from  the 
age  of  five.  In  that  time,  his  life  belonged  to  the  nurses.  "You  were  a 
nothing  they  could  play  with.  It  was  scary,"  he  said.  For  a year  and  a 
half,  Tagoona  said  he  was  kept  from  his  parents  and  never  allowed  outside 
the  building.  He  stayed  with  other  Native  patients  in  the  ward  "and  never 
really  did  anything."  Most  of  the  children  were  afraid  he  said,  because  if 
they  stepped  out  of  line,  they  were  beaten  with  thick,  leather  belts. 

He  told  of  nights  where  the  nurses  would  read  bedtime  stories  and  the 
children  were  told  to  keep  their  eyes  on  the  nurse's  face.  If  they  looked 
away  and  were  caught,  "she'd  take  her  belt  off  and  hit  you  with  it,"  he 
said.  The  goodnight  kiss  was  another  strictly  enforced  duty.  If  a child 
turned  his  head  away  from  the  nurse,  then  you'd  get  it  again,"  said 
Tagoona,  who  now  works  for  the  CBC  in  northern  Quebec.  One  of  the  most 
vivid  and  scarring  memories  Tagoona  grudgingly  recalls  took  place  during 
meal  time.  He  said  the  macaroni  he  was  to  eat  was  something  he  had  never 
tasted  before  and  after  tasting  some,  he  threw  up  in  his  plate.  "The  nurse 
got  really  angry  and  mixed  up  the  macaroni  and  vomit  and  force  fed  it  to 
me,"  he  said.  Forty  years  later,  Tagoona  said  he  still  cannot  eat  macaroni 
or  spaghetti. 

"Maybe  Canadians  would  like  to  know  the  history  of  how  the  Native  people 
were  treated  in  the  1950s,"  he  said,  adding  that  it  might  show  people  that 
Native  people  aren't  "just  like  that,"  but  that  "maybe  they  were  made  to  be 
like  that  by  the  white  people  in  the  past."  Tagoona  was  also  a residential 
school  student  after  his  time  at  the  Clearwater  Sanitarium.  He  looks  back 
on  his  years  at  the  Churchill  residential  school  as  good  ones.  He  looks 
back  to  his  18  months  at  Clearwater  with  a lump  in  his  throat.  "I  remember 
many  fond  memories  at  residential  school,  but  at  Clearwater  Lake,  I don't 
even  remember  one  fond  memory,"  he  said.  "Maybe  that's  why  residential 
school  was  so  easy  for  me.  I was  already  pretty  tough  by  then." 

The  26  chiefs  represented  in  the  Manitoba  Keewatinow  Okimakanak  (MKO)  in 
northern  Manitoba,  recently  passed  a resolution  calling  for  an  immediate 
investigation  into  the  Clearwater  Lake  Sanitarium  operations,  as  well  as 
two  other  facilities  in  southern  Manitoba.  "We  can  no  longer  remain  silent 
as  we  have  too  many  health  problems  that  may  be  related  to  the  treatment 
our  people  received  in  these  places,"  said  Red  Sucker  Lake  Chief  Fred 
Harper.  MKO  Grand  Chief  Francis  Flett  agreed.  "The  rest  of  Canadian  society 
must  know  what  happened  to  our  people,  to  learn  about  the  pain  and  anguish 


we  suffered  at  the  hands  of  people  who  were  charged  with  healing  us/'  said 
Flett . 


"The  residential  schools,  congregating  hundreds  of  children  from  different 
reserves  with  different  diseases,  were  contagion  centers.  The  children  died 
by  the  dozens  or  contracted  diseases  which  spread  easily  through  the 
unsanitary  buildings.  When  they  went  home,  they  took  the  diseases  with 
them.  The  schools  were  frequently  swept  by  epidemics.  Tuberculosis  was  out 
of  control  by  1936.  The  government  did  not  know  how  many  Indians  had  it,  or 
how  many  died  from  it.  Lack  of  money  was  the  reason  for  lack  of  treatment. 

"Sanitarium  treatment  for  Indians  was  not  authorized  in  Manitoba  by  Indian 
Affairs  until  1938.  In  that  year,  the  Indian  death  rate  was  25  times  the 
Canadian  rate.  One-third  of  the  total  TB  deaths  in  Manitoba  occurred  among 
two  per  cent  of  the  population.  The  old  Indian  sanatoria  have,  for  the  most 
part,  been  closed.  They  were  terrible  places.  All  the  patients  were 
desperately  sick  and  many  died.  The  buildings  were  old  and  run  down,  wards 
were  crowded,  and  a new  patient  immediately  filled  a bed  vacated  by  a 
corpse.  In  Manitoba,  the  Dynevor  Indian  hospital  was  set  up  in  a 19th 
century  stone  building. 

"Of  sixty-seven  patients  admitted  in  1940,  59  per  cent  had  extremely 
advanced  TB,  and  42  per  cent  were  children  under  15.  The  hospital  suffered 
from  a shortage  of  beds  and  a shortage  of  nursing  staff.  'If  more  beds  are 
not  soon  provided,  the  benefit  of  case  findings  will  be  dissipated, ' the 
hospital  director  wrote  in  1946.  Of  88  patients  admitted  in  1946,  90  per 
cent  had  advanced  TB  of  the  lungs,  and  21  patients  died  that  year.  Indians 
received  segregated  hospital  treatment  until  the  number  of  patients 
dwindled  so  markedly  that  the  Indians  could  be  fitted  into  the  white 
people's  sanatoria." 

--  From  "Reservations  are  for  Indians"  by  Fleather  Robertson,  Toronto:  lames 
Lorimer  & Co.,  pp.  131-133. 

"In  1941,  a team  of  doctors,  out  of  professional  curiosity,  began  a 
scientific  study  of  health  conditions  among  the  Indians  of  Northern 
Manitoba,  particularly  in  Norway  blouse.  The  Pas  and  Cross  Lake.  Indian 
Affairs  contributed  to  their  expenses.  Their  study  lasted  until  1944: 

"'The  majority  of  the  Indians  we  saw,  according  to  our  present 
medical  standards,  were  sick.  They  were  not  sick  according  to  lay  opinion, 
but  when  we  examined  them  carefully  from  the  medical  standpoint,  they  had 
so  many  obvious  evidences  of  malnutrition  that  if  you  or  I were  in  the  same 
condition,  we  would  demand  hospitalization  at  once.  We  were  struck, 
particularly,  with  the  inertia,  the  lack  of  initiative,  the  indolence  of 
these  people.  Physically  they  shuffled  about;  they  moved  slowly.  Even 
though  we  had  to  speak  to  many  of  them  through  an  interpreter,  it  was 
obvious  their  mental  processes  were  going  on  at  a very  slow  pace. 

"'We  found,  in  that  particular  band,  the  TB  death  rate  was  just 
fifty  times  the  tuberculosis  death  rate  among  the  white  population  of 
Manitoba.  This  raises  a problem  far  beyond  the  Indians  because  there  is  a 
focus  of  infection  which  is  of  concern  to  you  and  me.  We  can  never  prevent 
tuberculosis  among  the  white  population  of  Canada  when  we  have  a focus  of 
fifty  times  that  among  those  Indians. 

"'In  trying  to  find  out  what  was  at  the  bottom  of  this  situation  we 
studied  the  food  which  the  Indians  had.  We  found,  according  to  our  present 
day  standards,  the  Indians  received  a diet  which  could  not  possibly  result 
in  good  health.  The  Indian  of  today  at  Norway  House  is  a smaller  Indian 
than  forty  years  ago.  This  statement  is  not  based  on  guesswork,  but  on 
facts  obtained  from  the  post  manager  of  the  Hudson  Bay  post,  Mr.  Laramont, 
who  happened  to  be  there  forty  years  ago.  He  says  the  Indian  of  today  is 
buying  a smaller  shirt  and  smaller  pants  compared  with  those  articles  he 
bought  forty  years  ago...  severe  dietary  inadequacies  have  made  people 
angry,  submissive,  listless,  disease  ridden  and  incapable  of  productive 


work,  resistance,  or  finally,  of  continuing  to  live.  Entire  population 
groups  reduced  to  the  listless  stage  have  subsisted  for  generations  with 
chronic  dietary  inadequacies  sufficient  to  lower  progressively  their  work 
output,  which,  with  high  fecundity,  results  in  a constantly  diminishing 
food  supply.'  Dr.  Frederick  Tisdall,  Testimony  before  Senate  Commons 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  1947,  vol  1.  p.8." 

--  ibid,  p,  134. 


"Genocide  means  any  of  the  following  acts  committed  with  intent  to  destroy, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  a national,  ethnical,  racial  or  religious  group,  as 
such : 

a)  Killing  members  of  the  group; 

b)  Causing  serious  bocily  or  mental  harm  to  members  of  the  group; 

c)  Deliberately  inflicting  on  the  group  conditions  of  life  calculated  to 
bring  about  its  destruction,  in  whole  or  in  part; 

d)  Imposing  measures  intended  to  prevent  births  within  the  group; 

e)  Forcibly  transferring  children  of  the  group  to  another  group." 

--  Convention  for  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of  Genocide, 
1948. 

CANADA:  A COUNTRY  BUILT  AND  MAINTAINED  BY  COLONIALISM  AND  GENOCIDE! 

Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  Dean  Chretien 

mailto: remote -printer . Dean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 
mailto:pm@pm.gc.ca 

More  information  on  the  internment  of  indigenous  children  in  Canadian 
residential  schools: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/ res school /main . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Hopi  Prophesies"  

Date:  Sun,  27  Sep  1998  22:26:49  -0400 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@nanews . org> 

Sub  j : Flopi  Prophesies 

http://www.wintercount.org 

Hopi  Prophesies 

There  is  a sandstone  cliff,  near  second  mesa  on  the  Hopi  Reservation  in 
Arizona.  On  this  cliff  is  etched  a picture  of  the  past,  present,  and  the 
future.  This  site  is  more  commonly  known  as  Hopi  Prophecy  Rock.  The 
petroglyph  depicts  the  Hopi  as  emerging  from  the  underground  to  the 
surface  of  the  earth.  The  actual  place  for  this  event  is  a religious  site 
located  in  the  Grand  Canyon.  The  Sioux  also  say  they  emerged  from 
underground  at  a place  in  the  Black  Hills  known  today  as  Wind  Cave. 

The  story  depicted  on  the  prophecy  rock  continues  on  by  showing  how 
the  leading  clans  of  the  Hopi  migrated  in  the  4 directions,  then  turned 
left — forming  a Swastika  symbol.  The  clans  that  followed  migrated 
in  the  4 directions--then  turned  left — forming  reverse  Swastika  symbol. 
After  journeying  in  the  4 directions,  they  were  to  return  to  the  center. 
When  they  reach  the  center  it  will  be  the  end  of  the  fourth  age. 

The  Sioux,  like  the  Hopi,  traveled  in  the  4 directions  after  emerging 
from  the  underground.  The  Sioux  also  believe  that  man  has  evolved 
through  4 ages,  calling  them  the  Age  of  Fire,  Age  of  Rock,  Age  of  the  Bow, 
and  Age  of  the  Pipe.  The  length  of  each  age  is  unknown,  but  the  prophecy 
is  that  during  the  time  of  each  age,  man  would  gradually  become  a 
"two-heart" . 


The  Hopi  Prophecy  Rock  clearly  depicts  three  "two-heart"  individuals. 


A two-hearted  person  is  one  who  thinks  with  his  head  rather  than 
his  heart.  This  is  in  reference  to  the  left-brain  function  of  analytical 
thinking.  A person  who  think  with  his  heart  uses  the  right-brain 
function  of  intuitive  thinking.  Currently  modern  man  is  out  of  balance 
because  we  live  in  a left  brained  dominated  society.  We  place  more 
emphasis  on  left-brain  modes  of  thinking  vs.  right-brain  modes  of  thought. 

The  Hopi  Prophecy  Rock  shows  a junction  where  the  two-heated  people 
have  a choice  of  choosing  to  start  thinking  with  their  hearts  or 
continue  to  think  with  their  heads  only.  If  they  chose  the  latter, 
it  will  lead  to  self-destruction j if  they  chose  to  think  with  their 
hearts  they  would  gradually  return  to  the  natural  way  and  their 
own  survival. 

On  the  Hopi  Prophecy  Rock  are  3 circles  which  represent  3 
world-shakings.  The  story  is  that  people  of  the  Earth  would  reach 
a time  when  they  would  lose  the  story  of  how  "we  are  all  related". 

The  Creator  would  then  cause  3 world-shakings  to  remind  the  people 
of  our  relatedness. 

The  first  world-shaking  would  be  recognized  when  a bug  on  ribbon 
is  tossed  into  the  air.  This  is  interpreted  as  an  airplane. 

The  time  when  airplanes  were  first  used  in  war  was  World  War  I. 

So  World  War  I would  be  the  first  world-shaking. 

The  second  world-shaking  would  be  recognized  when  man  used  the  Hopi 
migration  symbol  (swastika)  in  war.  This  was  World  War  II,  which  is 
the  second  world-shaking.  The  great  Oglala  Sioux  holy  man,  Nicholas 
Black  Elk,  had  also  foreseen  the  coming  of  World  War  I & II. 

The  third  world-shaking  would  be  recognized  by  a red  cover  or  cloak. 

Could  this  mean  Communist  China?  Russia? 

Sioux  Elders  tell  us  that  Mother  earth  is  surrounded  by  negative 
energy  which  is  given  off  by  the  human  brain.  One  of  the  reasons 
for  the  Sioux  Sun  Dance  is  to  give  thanks  to  father  sun  for  all  he 
has  provided  us  on  Mother  earth.  By  sending  good  thoughts  to  the 
sun,  the  Sioux  could  reduce  the  negative  energy. 

The  Hopi  Prophecy  story  also  said  that  signs  of  the  third-world 
shaking  would  be  given  when: 

1.  Trees  will  die.  (Acid  rain  has  taken  a heavy  toll  on  trees  in 

some  areas,  but  this  could  also  refer  to  the  demise  of  the 

rainforest) . 

2.  Man  will  build  a house  in  the  sky.  (Space  station  Mir,  or  the 

planned  international  space  station  to  be  built). 

3.  Cold  places  will  become  hot.  Hot  places  will  become  cold. 

(Erratic  weather  patterns  and  global  warming). 

4.  Lands  will  sink  into  the  ocean  and  lands  will  rise  out  of  the  sea. 

5.  There  will  be  an  appearance  of  the  Blue  Star  Kachina 

The  constellation  of  Orion's  belt  is  the  area  of  the  sky  known  to 
the  Sioux  as  the  Heart  of  the  White  Buffalo  constellation. 

The  White  Buffalo  legend  states  that  a sacred  maiden  brought 
a holy  pipe  to  be  used  by  the  Sioux.  When  she  departed  she 
said  she  would  return  to  help  the  people  when  they  were  in 
trouble  and  turmoil.  As  she  turned  to  leave  she  turned  into 
a black  buffalo,  then  a red  buffalo,  then  a yellow  buffalo, 
and  finally  into  a white  buffalo.  Then  she  went  back  up  into 
the  clouds. 


In  August  of  1994  a white  buffalo  was  born  in  Wisconsin. 

Two  more  were  born  in  May  1996  in  South  Dakota.  One  died 
but  the  other  lived.  Oglala  Sioux  holy  man  Dawson  No  Horse, 
stated  that  as  we  move  into  the  next  century,  times  would  be 
very  difficult.  Sioux  holy  man.  Black  Elk,  foresaw  the  Sacred 
Hoop  of  the  world's  nations  coming  together  soon — 
a reference  to  the  thousand  years  of  peace  that  is  to  follow 
the  third-world  shaking. 


THE  PROPHECIES  OF  THE  HOPI  PEOPLE: 

White  Feather,  Bear  Clan 

"The  Fourth  World  shall  end  soon,  and  the  Fifth  World  will  begin.  This  the 
elders  everywhere  know.  The  Signs  over  many  years  have  been  fulfilled,  and 
so  few  are  left. 

"This  is  the  First  Sign:  We  were  told  of  the  coming  of  the  white-skinned 
men,  like  Pahana,  but  not  living  like  Pahana  --  men  who  took  the  land  that 
was  not  theirs  and  who  struck  their  enemies  with  thunder.  (Guns) 

"This  is  the  Second  Sign:  Our  lands  will  see  the  coming  of  spinning  wheels 
filled  with  voices.  (Covered  wagons) 

"This  is  the  Third  Sign:  A strange  beast  like  a buffalo  but  with  great 
long  horns,  will  overrun  the  land  in  large  numbers.  (Longhorn  cattle) 

"This  is  the  Fourth  Sign:  The  land  will  be  crossed  by  snakes  of  iron. 
(Railroad  tracks) 

"This  is  the  Fifth  Sign:  The  land  shall  be  cris-crossed  by  a giant 
spider's  web.  (Power  and  telephone  lines) 

"This  is  the  Sixth  Sign:  The  land  shall  be  cris-crossed  with  rivers  of 
stone  that  make  pictures  in  the  sun.  (Concrete  roads  and  their 
mirage-producing  effects.) 

"This  is  the  Seventh  Sign:  You  will  hear  of  the  sea  turning  black,  and 
many  living  things  dying  because  of  it.  (Oil  spills) 

"This  is  the  Eighth  Sign:  You  will  see  many  youth,  who  wear  their  hair 
long  like  our  people,  come  and  join  the  tribal  nations,  to  learn  our  ways 
and  wisdom.  (Hippies) 

"And  this  is  the  Ninth  and  Last  Sign:  You  will  hear  of  a dwelling-place  in 
the  heavens,  above  the  earth,  that  shall  fall  with  a great  crash.  It  will 
appear  as  a blue  star.  Very  soon  after  this,  the  ceremonies  of  the  Hopi 
people  will  cease.  (U.S.  Space  Station  Skylab,  which  fell  to  Earth  in 
1979.  According  to  Australian  eye-witnesses,  it  appeared  to  burn  blue.) 

"These  are  the  Signs  that  great  destruction  is  here:  The  world  shall  rock 
to  and  fro.  The  white  man  will  battle  people  in  other  lands  --  those  who 
possessed  the  first  light  of  wisdom.  There  will  be  many  columns  of  smoke 
and  fire  such  as  the  white  man  has  made  in  the  deserts  not  far  from  here. 
Those  who  stay  and  live  in  the  places  of  the  Hopi  shall  be  safe.  Then 
there  will  be  much  to  rebuild.  And  soon,  very  soon  afterward,  Pahana  will 
return.  He  shall  bring  with  him  the  dawn  of  the  Fifth  World.  He  shall 
plant  the  seeds  of  his  wisdom  in  our  hearts.  Even  now  the  seeds  are  being 
planted.  These  shall  smooth  the  way  to  the  Emergence  into  the  Fifth 
World . " 

The  3 days  of  darkness  of  Hopi  Prophecy  will  be  1998/1999.  Noted 
similarity  to  other  religions.  Phoenix  Bird  would  raise  its  wings  and  fly. 
Fire  that  burned  it  was  the  consumption  of  human  desires.  We  are  still  not 
in  balance.  Hopi  Clan  Rocks  were  given  out  to  all  four  races  a long  time 


ago.  They  are  stored  by  race  in  the  following  locations: 


A white  man  will  come  and  restore  the  Fire  Clay  tablet.  The  Hopi  Rock  has 
a + sign  and  a - (minus)  sign  on  it  with  a circle.  They  represent 
positive,  negative  and  neutral  forces  in  a magnetic  field.  Where  they 
cross  is  a vortex  into  the  next  dimension.  Greatest  thing  we  have  for 
healing  is  the  human  spirit. 

We  are  children  of  the  Sun.  Prophecies  which  should  have  happened  10  years 
ago  have  been  put  off.  We  have  been  given  a window  of  opportunity. 
Spiritual  Love  is  the  answer.  True  knowledge  is  beyond  words.  Comets  are  a 
sign  of  prophecy.  Hale-Bopp  was  the  twin  Kachina,  white  and  blue. 

The  next  one  will  be  red.  It  is  the  Purifier.  It  will  stop  and  observe  us. 
If  we  are  not  purified  enough  it  will  finish  the  job  for  us.  If  there  is 
an  Armageddon  it  is  within  each  of  us.  We  have  12  strands  of  DNA  in  our 
blood.  Scientists  don't  know  what  they  are  for  since  they  are  not  being 
used.  But  we  can  activate  them  ourselves.  One  way  is  through  drumming  and 
ceremony.  End  time  should  be  seen  as  the  Beginning  time.  We  are  creating 
at  this  moment  what  our  Tomorrow  will  be. 

The  Hopi  Indians  are  the  Record  Keepers  of  the  Native  Americans.  The  Hopis 
call  this  the  "The  Fourth  Age  of  Man".  According  to  them  the  earth  has 
been  wiped  clean  3 times  already.  First  by  Fire,  next  by  Ice,  most 
recently  by  the  flood...  approximately  11,000-12,000  years  ago.  Some 
believe  that  the  actual  date  of  the  flood  occurred  on  Dune  5,  8498  BC. 
According  to  the  Hopis  we  are  about  to  enter  "The  Fifth  Age",  which  they 
call  "The  World  of  Illumination",  which  seems  to  coincide  with  the  dawning 
of  the  Age  of  Aquarius. 

The  Hopis  say  that  there  will  two  more  worlds  after  this.  "The  Sixth  Age" 
which  is  "The  World  of  Prophecy  and  Revelation"  and  "The  Seventh  Age" 
which  is  "The  World  of  Completion". 

The  Native  Americans  have  been  not  only  the  forefathers  of  we  Americans 
who  came  to  this  country  a few  hundred  years  ago  but  they  have  been  the 
Keepers  of  the  Earth  for  a long  period  of  time.  What  they  believe  is  very 
sacred  to  us.  This  knowledge  is  re-emerging  at  this  time  in  the  earth's 
history. 

The  Hopi  believe  that  they  descended  from  the  Pleiades  and  that  even 
before  that  they  came  from  Lyra  which  is  the  Ring  Nebula  that  the 
Pleiadians  have  spoken  to  Bill  Meier  about.  They  call  Lyra  the  "Eye  of 
God" . 


Hopi  Prophecies 

Hopi  Elders  on  the  Art  Bell  Radio  Show 
Dune  16,  1998 

Transcribed  by:  Caro  Goodfellow  and  Kay  Grissom 

Real  names  not  used: 

GFl=Grandfather  l--Phoenix,  Arizona 

GF2=Grandfather  2--Phoenix,  Arizona--translating  for  GF1 
GM  =Grandmother- -Phoenix,  Arizona 
GW=Robert  Ghost  Wolf--Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota 
AB:  Art  Bell--Los  Vegas,  Nevada 

AB:  How  old  are  the  prophecies  that  we  are  talking  going  to  talk  about? 

GF2:  {Asks?}  He  doesn't  know  exactly  what  the  age  of  these 
teachings  are.  He  says  they  were  given  to  them  before  Christ.  It  is 
mainly  by  word  of  mouth  that  it  has  been  handed  down. 


AB:  How  does  HE  feel  about  the  accuracy  of  the  prophecy? 


GF2:  {Asks?}  From  the  time  when  (?)  was  the  chief,  he  had  been 
carrying  this  message.  But  mainly  the  message  had  been  carried  forth 
by  word  of  mouth.  The  accuracy  had  to  deal  with  how  well  each 
individual  that  was  given  the  opportunity  to  maintain  the  exactness  of 
the  prophecies.  They  were  all  given  this  prophecy,  so  they  all  had  to 
meet  at  least  once  or  twice  a year,  in  the  Kivas,  where  they  would 
actually  sit  down  and  go  back  through  that.  One  person  would  talk 
about  the  prophecies,  and  if  he  ever  so  much  as  added  something  to 
it  or  left  something  out,  then  the  rest  of  the  group  would 
know  that  part  of  the  prophecies  was  missing.  So,  they  would  tell  him, 

"Well,  you  didn't  say  this  one  here,"  or  "You  added  this  to  it."  So, 
that  is  how  this  was  kept  alive  through  word  of  mouth  and  everyone  had  to 
remember  just  what  those  prophecies  were  about. 

AB:  Is  Grandfather,  or  are  you  and  others  now  having  many  dreams 
indicating  that  indeed  these  are  the  end  times  beginning  to 
unfold? 

GF2:  {Asks?}  Yes,  I have  dreamed  about  these  things  and  that's  how 
a lot  of  them  are  coming  about  and  they  are  true. 

GF2:  {Asks?}  It's  not  a matter  of  a quick  change.  If  you  wanted  to  change 
now  and  change  your  life  around  and  do  your  prayers,  it  will  help  a 
little  in  the  alleviation  of  much  terrible  outcome  from  the  cataclysms. 

There  is  a lot  in  store  for  all  of  us  and  the  intensity  of  this  will  be  a 

lot  less  if  we  can  all  settle  down  and  behave  and  not  be  in  the 

way  of  the  actions  we  have  right  now?.. like  we  are  all  being  corrupt. 

That  has  to  be  taken  care  of.  We  have  to  keep  ourselves  from  being 
corrupted  by  anything  from  the  outside. 

G2:  There  are  a few  that  he  thinks  are  important  things  that 

will  be  coming  up  pretty  shortly.  There's  one  thing  for  sure 

that  we  are  going  to  come  upon  is  that  World  War  III  is.... it  will  take 

place.... and  starvation  is  definitely  a part  of  this  thing,  where  we  will 

hit  starvation. 

The  weather  change,  itself,  it's  erratic,  right  now,  and 
it's  not  what  it  should  be.  This  weather  climate,  itself,  it's  actually 
taking  care  of  the  crops  already  in  a way  that  we're  losing  it.  That's 

part  of . . .you  know leading  us  into  starvation  because  the  crops  will 

not  produce. 

AB:  Now,  these  are  three  things:  weather  change,  mass  starvation 
and  the  third  world  war.  Would  you  please  ask  Grandfather  if  the 

weather  changes  are  the  beginning  of  these  changes if  what  we 

have  seen  now,  with  the  weather,  is  the  beginning  and,  of  course, 
we're  going  to  want  to  ask  how  soon  these  other  changes,  he  thinks, 
will  happen. 

G2:  Yes,  these  are  the  signs  of,  you  know,  the  changes  and  that  also 
part  of  it  is,  you  know,  right  now  we're  having  problems  with  crickets 
which  is  a part  of  these  prophecies  where  they  would  come  in 
hoards  and  they  will  destroy  the  crops,  also,  and  that  is  happening,  also. 

GF2:  It's  been  said  that  there  is  no  exact  time  and  date  for  these 

things events.... to  take  place  but  the  year  2000  is  a I 

would  say that  is  a close  approximation  of  the  time  that  all 

of  this  will  start  to  take  place.  The  teaching  from  the  Elders  was  that 
they  talked  about  that  everything  will  happen  at  once  but,  when  they  say  these 
things,  they  put  it  in  a form  that,  you  know,  they  say  it's  going  to 
all  happen  at  once  but  it's  not  exactness  of  happening  at  once.  It  will 
happen  but  they  will,  you  know,  fall  pretty  much  short  from  the  other, 
following  , it's  like  a domino  effect.  This  is,  you  know,  when  one  thing 
happens  then  the  other  will  fall  into  place.  But,  you  know,  it  will  be  in 


a short  time  from  one  another  so  this  is  what  Grandfather  was  talking 
about . 

G2:  It's  been  known  that  this  had  happened  a long  time  ago  but,  in  our 
prior  world,  it  happened  before,  you  know,  the  same  things  that  we 
had  gone  through.  The  teachings  were  that  we  were  not  supposed  to 
follow  in  the  same  pattern  and  try  to  keep  ourselves  from  going  astray 
from  our  teachings.  These  weather  patterns  that  we  talked  about  and 
cataclysms  that  take  place,  are  not  really  set  in  order.... in  a fashion 
that  any  person  could  say  that,  'Okay,  the  winds  are  going  to  do  it  this 
year  and  the  next  year  will  be  fires  and  the  following  year  will  be 
earthquakes,  you  know.'  Also,  he's  saying  that  it's  not  exactly  his 
words  that  that  is  the  way  that  it  will  take  place  but  he  knows  that  these 
are  signs  and  they  are  readily  available.  All  the  signs  are  out  there. 
Anyone  can  see  that,  that  it  is  taking  place  and  it's  only 
going  to  get  bigger. 

G2:  The  Earth  changes  will  take  place  in  such  a way,  you 

know,  that  this  whole  planet,  here,  will  become  a different 

type  of  planet  because  of  the  changes  in  itself.  It  has  happened 

before,  as  we  mentioned  earlier,  that  it  did  happen  before  that  they  went 

through  these  changes  and  they  was  taught  they  we  weren't  supposed 

to  go  back  to  the  same  routine  that  we  had  gone  through  in  the 

past  life. 

That  was  the  corruption  that  we  were  going  through ... .what  we're 
going  through,  today.  There  is  so  much  corruption,  out  there.  These 
were  the  things  that  led  us  to  these  things  and  even  animals,  insects, 
all  of  these  things  will  all  turn  around  on  us  and,  you  know,  they're 
going  to  lead  us  to  the  same  things  again. 

GF2:  {Asks  GF1}  In  the  big  cities,  it  will  effect  a lot.  You  know, 
how  much  corruption  there  will  be  within  the  cities.  Also,  the  people 
themselves  have  to  be  aware  of  all  of  these  things  that  will 
take  place,  so  they  must  change,  too.  But,  he's  not  asking  anyone  to 
follow  him  in  the  way  he  put  himself  on  the  path  he  is  on.  Fie  is  not 

asking  anyone  to  follow  him  in  that.  It  is  up  to  the  individual  to  make 

that  decision  for  him/herself  as  to  which  direction  they  want  to  go.  When 
you  make  that  choice  for  yourself,  what  you  want  to  do  with  your  life, 
you  don't  blame  anybody  else  for  your  own  actions,  for  what  you  do.  If 
something  happens  to  you  along  the  way,  then  you  are  not  going  to  say 
that  you  were  forced  into  it.  These  are  the  things  that  he  had  looked 
into  also. 

That's  why  he's  saying  that  he's  not  asking  anyone  to  follow 

him  in  the  way  he's  leading  himself.  He's  only  giving  out  advice  that 

this  is  what  they  should  do.  They  should  start  changing  themselves  and 
going  back  to  the  old  ways  of  living  simple  lives,  of  taking  care 
of  themselves  from  the  land  that  is  available  to  them,  and  from  the  food 
that  they  grow.  These  are  the  things  that  will  help  you  along  the  way 
when  you  come  to  your  hard  times.  So,  the  people  must  make  these 
decisions  for  themselves. 

GF2:  From  the  teachings  that  were  given  to  him,  he  has 
understood  that  the  solar  axis  itself,  of  the  Sun,  is  going 
to  change. 

The  places  that  normally  have  cold  weather  will  have  hot  weather. 

You  know,  the  weather  itself  is  going  to  get  even  worse.  The 
temperatures  are  going  to  rise  even  higher,  and  that  will  burn  up  the 
crops  and  dry  up  the  Earth,  so  nothing  will  be  able  to  grow. 

It  is  true  that  the  Sun  itself  is  being  affected  by  this  also. 

GF2:  He  has  seen  pictures  of  the  crop  circles  that  have  been  out  there. 
These  are,  in  his  own  mind,  teachings  also,  and  they're  telling  us  what  is 
becoming  of  our  time  and  where  it  is  leading  us.  He  has  had  a chance  to 
look  at  a few  of  them,  and  he  does  understand  what  they're  trying  to  put 
through? . .the  message  in  the  circle  itself.  It  is  telling  us  that  we  are 


very  close  to  it  and  what  we  need  to  do  in  order  to  get  ourselves  back  on 
track,  and  the  other  end  of  it?.. when  he  says,  the  other  end  of  it, 
where  you  get  to  see  all  the  things  happen  and  live  again?.. for  a new  life 
to  start. 

GF2:  I'd  like  to  add  a little  to  what  he  just  said.  This  is  referring 
to  the  question  prior  to  this  one.  I didn't  finish  it  out. 

He  said  that  the  crop  circles  were  put  there  by  outside,  like  the  UFO 
people,  but  he's  not  sure  just  who  put  those  crop  circles  there.  But,  to 
get  back  to  the  question  that  is  the  last  one  here,  the  teachings  from  the 
Elders,  he  said,  yes  they  know  about  the  possibilities  of  other  life 
forms  on  other  planets.  The  "Old  Ones,"  the  old  people,  the  "Old  Ones"  way 
back  had  the  knowledge  and  know-how  of  getting  around,  and  they  have 
traveled  to  other  planets  before  and  they  know  how  it  is  out 
there,  if  there  is  life  on  other  planets  and  they  DO  know  that  there 
is  life  on  other  planets  and  what  planets  are  not  liveable.  But,  they 
don't  know  the  exactness  of  how  they  will  be  helping  us  out  or  they 
will  be  going  against  us.  They  just  know  that  when  we  are  getting  close  to 
the  end  times,  we  will  be  visited  by  people  from  out  there,  and 
we're  not  aware  whether  they're  going  to  help  us  or  go  against  us.  We  do 
know  that  they  have  high  technology  to  see  what  is  going  on. 

G2:  There  is  a story  that  we  do  know  that  we  did  have  a brother 

who  was  set  out  and  he  is  out  there  and  with  that  brother  and,  from  the 

Society  of  the  One  Horned  Clan,  they  made  a pact  that.... from  the  One 

Horned  Clan  and  the  Society  and  the  brother  had  make  like  a it's  a 

law  that  the  purifying  time  would  come.  This  was  already  done,  it  was 
like  it  had  been  already  organized  and  it  was,  you  know,  established. 

The  stories  that  there  will  be  come  a time  that  whoever  is  going  to 
come  and,  you  know,  to  purify  the  people. 

G2:  The  'Purifier'  is  mentioned  is  the  other  brother  that  was  sent  forth, 

out  to  the  East,  and  this  was  the  teaching  that  he  had that  he  was 

sent  of  to  the  East  and  he  would  reach  the  point  of  origin  where  the 
Sun  would  come  out  from.  When  he  reached  that  place,  then  he 
would  touch  his  head  to  the  Earth  and  he  would  return  back  to  us. 

When  this,  you  know,  time  comes  that's  the  end  of.... the  end 

times ... .time  for  a purification  time  when  he  will  return  back.  He  is  the 

one  that  has  the.... in  a way,  you  know.... the  weapons  or  the  artillery 

and  he  is  the  Big  Brother  so  he  would  know  what  to  do  and  how  he  would 

help  us  and  how  we  would  go  about  in  having  to  make  us 

understand.  His  job  is  to  make  us  understand  and  try  to  get  ourselves 

to  behave  in  the  way  that  we're  supposed  to  and,  if  we  don't,  then  the 

one  from  the  West  will  come  and  they  are  the  ones  that  are  going  to 

come  with  much  force.  He,  the  'Purifier',  the  one  that  went  to  the  East, 

is  supposed  to  be  big  enough  to  take  on  the  ones  that  are  coming 

from  the  West.  That  is  going  to  become  like  the  Third  World  War. 

G2:  You  know,  in  the  cities  itself,  what's  going  on what  you 

mentioned yes,  these  are  part  of  the  teachings  and  the 

prophesies  that,  when  we  get  to  these  end  times,  you  know,  we're  all 
going  to  start  going  corrupt.  Even,  you  know,  the  children  because 
they  don't  really  believe  in  anything,  even  what  we're  trying  to  teach 
them  and  what  we  try  to  talk  to  them  about.  You  know,  they  look  at 
you  but  they  have  a different  opinion  about  these  things  and  they  don't 
believe  that.  It's  hard  to  try  to  teach  the  young  ones  and  even 
grown-ups,  even  adults,  are  in  the  same  situation.  It's  not  just  the 
children  who  are  in  this  kind  of  situation,  right  now,  it's  even  the 
adults  who  are  in  that  kind  of  situation  and,  you  know,  there's  a lot  of 
corruption  in  this  way,  but  we  do  know  that  these  things  would  start  to 
take  place  in  the  school  systems  and  all  over  where  even  young  children 
would  start  to  take  lives,  like  that,  because  it  is  just  a corruption  of 
the  mind  from  the  way  things  are  going,  right  now.  The  children  will  go 
against  their  own  parents 


G2:  He  feels  that,  that  is  happening,  we're  misleading  ourselves  from 
that,  from  the  material  side  of  it  and  walking  away  from  the 
spiritual  sense  of  it. 

G2:  We  should  never  forget,  you  know,  about  farming  and  how  to 

take  care  of  ourselves  because  you  never  know  when  it  will  hit  and  that's 

why  they  teach  us  these  things,  as  young. 

G2:  Well,  the  outcome  of  this,  after  that  purifying  time,  the  lifestyle 
will  change. .. .more  or  less.  Those  people  or  those  ones  that  have 
been  working,  you  know,  with  the  evil  or  and  the  dark  side  are 
going  to  be  eliminated.  Only  those  that  are  walking  on  the  one  path  and 
believing  in  that  one  and  with  a good  heart,  those  are  the  ones  that 
are  going  to  continue  this  and  there  will  be  some.... what  you  would 
say.... there  might  be  some  people  who  have  the  minds  that  are  like  the 
scientists  that  can  develop  things.  Right  now  we  are  not  supposed  to  be 
taking  the  minerals  out  of  the  Earth  for  any  reason  at  all,  you 
know.  Only  certain  minerals  but  only  for  the  amount  that  you  need, 
that's  what  was  taught.  But  other  than  that,  we're  not  supposed  to  reap 
the  Earth,  you  know,  and  tear  it  up  like  that... what  we're  doing  now. 

Like  intermarriage,  it's  not  supposed  to  be  done.  Only  after 
purification  time  will  intermarriage  be  possible,  you  know,  that  we  can 

start  to  marry  other  people other  walks.  This  is,  you  know,  when  the 

people  will  come  together  after  purification  time  and  all  walks,  that 
have  been  spared,  will  come  together  and  one  language  will  be  spoken. 
There  will  be  one  law  and  it  has  been  taught  to  say  that,  you 
know,  some  people  say  that  it's  gonna  be  their  language  or  it's  going 
to  be  the  Hopi  language  that's  going  to  be  spoken  but  this  is,  you 
know,  something  that  is  not  very  known  as  to  what  language 
will  be  spoken  but  there  will  be  one  language  that  will  be  spoken. 
Togetherness  is  what  will  come  about  where  we're  going  to  come  back  to 
what  was  once  before.  What  Adam  and  Eve  came  upon  was,  you  know,  was 
the  Garden  of  Eden  where  everything  will  be  flourishing,  even, 
you  know,  the  flowers  and  the  vegetation.  Everything  will  be  back  to 
normal  but  from  thenceforth  we  are  allowed  to  do  these  things  and  we 
can  take  the  minerals  out  of  the  Earth,  to  use  for  a purpose,  and  not 
to  really  destroy  it,  though.  And  all  the.... he  mentioned,  also,  which 

I forgot  to  mention was  the  altars  and  the  shrines,  of  the 

different  societies,  will  be  eliminated  and  all  those  will  be,  you  know, 
have  to  be  put  away  because  they  will  no  longer  have  power  and  authority 
over  anything  so  these  will  be  eliminated. 

AB:  Will  there  be  a single  power  or  a single  authority  or  a single  law  or 
will  everybody  simply  understand,  inside  themselves,  that  we  are  now 
one?  There  are  many  who  talk,  in  our  world,  about  a single  world 

government a single  world  ruler.  Is  that  what  Grandfather  is 

speaking  of? 

G2:  Yes,  but  not  in  the  fashion  that  we  understand  it,  now what 

they're  talking  about.... the  New  World  Order.  See,  that's  more  or  less 
in  a dictatorial  form  but  this  is  done  in  a way,  you  know,  where 
freedom  is  an  essence. 

AB:  Alright.  Grandfather  spoke  about  World  War  III.  I would  like  to  be 

clear  about  this.  Does  he  see  men  killing  men humans  killing 

humans or  does  he  just  see  explosions  and  fire?  Is  that 

what  he  calls  World  War  III? 

Grandfathers  One  and  Two  talk  back  and  forth  in  the  Hopi  Tongue. 

G2:  What  you  had  mentioned  about  which  one  is,  you  know,  the  one 
that's  going  to  be... he  said  that  the  taking  of  lives,  you  know,  this  is 
what  will  take  place  because  it  will  be  like  an  elimination  of  good  from 
the  bad.  He  mentioned  about  Hitler,  you  know,  that  Hitler  had  done  a 
lot.... done  away  with  a lot  of  people,  too,  and  when  that  took  place,  he 


said  that  many  of  the  people  were.... many  of  the  Hopi  had  realized 
this  and  they  were  glad  that  this  took  place  because  it  was  a teaching 
that  took  place.  It  was  trying  to  teach  the  people  that  this  is  what  is 
going  to  happen,  see,  so  look  at  this  as  more  or  less  as  a warning  that 
this  will  take  place,  again. 

AB:  A warning  of  a Holocaust. 

G2:  Yes.  So,  there  will  be  lives  lost.  A lot  of  lives  will  be  lost. 

AB:  Does  Grandfather  understand  how  some  lives  will  be  saved  while 
other  lives  will  be  spared  with  so  much  fire  and  war?  I guess  the 
question  is,  will  it  be  like  an  Anti-Christ  which  some  people  think  will 
arise,  soon.... in  our  world,  an  Anti-Christ.  I don't  know  if  the  Hopi  have 
any  similar  prophecy  regarding  one  who  will  come,  like  Hitler,  again. 

G2:  Yes.  He  mentioned  that,  yes,  the  Anti-Christ,  that  there  is,  you 
know,  that  he  is  coming  again  but  there  have  been  a lot  of  people  that 

have  walked  away  from  that from  the  teachings  and  walked  away  from 

their  spiritual  path.  They  went  and  decided  to  do  something  else, 
you  know,  rather  than  having  to  walk  that  and  he  will  come  in  again 
and  he  is  the  one  that  is  going  to  set  us  straight,  again,  on  this  thing 
here. 

G2:  The  teachings  are  that  the  Creator,  itself,  what  we  talked 
about.... the  Christ ....  it ' s the  same  thing.  What  life  that 
we're  supposed  to  lead,  we've  strayed  away  from  it  what  he.... we  told  him 
that  we  would  follow  him  in  the  same  way  and,  if  we  walk  away  from 
these  teachings  then,  he  was  the  one  that  was  living  that  and 
walking  that. 

Then  he  gave  us  a choice  to  do  that,  also,  and  if  we  disregard 
everything  that  was  taught  to  us  and  we  walked  away  from  it.  He  will 
come  back  in  and  step  in  and  take  it  over  again  back  for  himself 
because  he  had  mentioned  that  he  was  the  first  and  he  will 
be  the  last.  So,  this  is  what  will  happen. 

AB:  "Given  that  we  are  in  the  end  times,  and  that  there  will  be  much 
turmoil,  violence,  death  and  destruction ....  is  there  anything  that 
we,  the  living,  can  do  to  prepare  our  souls  for  the  long,  long  path  that 
we  will  all  walk  down  after  our  physical  lives  end?" 

G2:  Ya,  our  teachings  that  we  given  to  us,  we've  strayed  away  from  it  and 
how  we  are  supposed  to,  you  know,  alleviate  a lot  of  some  of 
these  things  and  it's  going  to  be  too  late  for  us  to  try  to  turn  around 
and  walk  that  spiritual  path  because  we  are  taught  that  we  are  supposed  to 
be  on  that  path  from  way  back.  We  should  have  been  changing  ourselves 
quite  a number  of  years  back  because  it  doesn't  take  over  night  for  a 
person  to  change.... to  walk  a path.... the  chose  path.  Also,  it  doesn't 
take  over  night  for  the  Creator  to  believe  in  you. 

He  has  to  look  at  you,  you  know,  your  heart  is  the  thing 
that  has  to  change  and  it's  not  going  to  change  over  night.  These  are 
the  things  that  are  very  hard  to  change  on  a person  and  so  right  now  we 
look  at  it  that  it  is  already  too  late  to  start  changing. 

G2:  The  Kachinas  are  spirits  that  we  talk  about,  are  in  a sense,  the 

teachings  but  we  can't  go  into  detail  of  who  they  are what  they  are. 

I mean,  you  know,  because  only  an  initiated  person  should  know  about  the 
knowledge  of  these  but  the  only  thing  we  can  say  is  that  they  are 
spirits  and  that  they  are  out  there  and  they  have  their  own  home. 
Throughout  the  years,  our  elders  of  the  different  villages,  you  know, 
have  been  working  with  the  spirits  and  making  the  prayer  feathers  for 
them  and  asking  for  their  power  to  come  in  and  bring  in  the  rain  for  the 
crops  because  we  don't  have  any  way  of  irrigation  our  fields.  We  live 
in  a desert  area.  This  is  a chosen  area  because  the  Hopi  had  been 
know  to  survive  in  an  arid  place.  Hopi  has  been  know  that  they  would 


strive  and  survive,  even  in  a desert  place  where  there  is  no  water 
really  available  for  those  kinds  of  things.  So,  they  ask,  through  prayer, 
to  ask  their  crops  to  survive  and  this  is  a strong  sense  of  spirituality 
of  the  Hopi.  They  come  in  the  form  of  clouds. 

G2:  He  believes  that  the  axis  of  the  Earth  itself  will  change, 

also shift.... and  that  will  cause  a lot  of  Earth  changes,  itself, 

also.  About  the  stars  that  you  mentioned,  there  have  been  a lot  of 
stories  about  these  things  and  they  pertain  to  a lot  of  what 
happened  with  the  stars,  too.  He  says  he  doesn't  know  exactly  but  it's 
true  that  a lot  of  what  happened  with  the  stars  and  different 

things ... .the  patterns are  true  and  now  they  talk  about  these  things 

as  just  like  stories  and  like  fairy  tale  stories  but  most  of  them  are 
true.  He  doesn't  know  exactly  what  will  take  place  out  there,  again,  if 
that  should  every  happen. 

AB:  Alright.  Would  you  ask  Grandfather  to  give  us  some  few  things 

that  we  should  all  watch  and  look  for  to  happen  in  the  next  say 18 

months or  year  and  a half. 

G2:  Okay,  he  says  that  these  earthquakes  are  eminent  but  there  is  no 
real  date  as  to  when  these  will  take  place.  That  big  earthquake  that 
was  supposed  to  hit  California  had  been  altered,  in  a way,  by  the 
Tibetans  who  had  heard  about  that  and  they  did  a lot  of  prayers  there 
and  they  helped  in  altering  the  intensity  of  the  earthquake  that  took 
place  in  California.  That  is,  you  know,  something  that  we  should  look  for 
is  a large  earthquake  that  would  take  place.  It's  going  to  be  real 
big.  It's  going  to  be  devastating. 
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Sub j : Sovereignty  Threaten 
Date:  98-09-21  15:57:25  EDT 

From:  byk@dana.ucc.nau.edu  (Bahe  Yazzie  Katenay) 

Greetings  Everyone, 

This  is  just  a brief  update  on  the  situation  on  the  land:  Big  Mtn.  I have 
just  returned  from  a quick  weekend  visit  to  the  Land  to  check  on  my  elder 
parents  and  to  meet  with  Kee  Watchman  of  Red  Willow  Springs.  My  parents 
are  doing  fine  and  hanging  in  there  despite  the  hardship  of  trying  to 
continue  their  way  of  life. 

However,  situation  within  the  HPL  is  even  much  worst  it  seems.  I talk 
with  Mr.  Watchman  real  briefly  and  he  showed  me  the  green  steel  stakes  and 
bronze  survey  markers  (Bench  Mark)  place  in  concrete  which  were  just 
recently  installed.  The  BIA  had  been  going  around  to  those  families  who 
have  signed  the  Accommodation  Agreement  of  1997  and  marking  off  only  six 
acres  per  family  homesites.  Besides  these  actions,  they  (BIA)  had  just 
torn  down  the  winter  sheep  camp  of  Mr.  Watchman  and  his  sister,  Lucy  Woody. 
The  BIA  crews  even  hauled  all  the  materials  off  so  that  the  Mr.  Watchman 
and  his  sister  will  not  attempt  to  rebuild.  This  has  furthered  caused 
Lucy's  husband,  Hack,  to  get  a heart  attack  and  has  just  been  recently 
discharged  from  ICU  at  Tuba  City  Indian  Hospital. 

Other  families  who  did  not  sign  the  Agreement  seem  to  not  have  their 
property  marked  off.  I was  not  able  to  have  plenty  of  time  to  do  a 
complete  evaluation  of  the  area  in  HPL.  However,  I would  urgently  announce 


that  all  interested  supporters  to  be  inform  and  take  immediate  necessary 
steps  in  confronting  their  local  representative  and  the  U.S.  Interior 
Department's  BIA. 

I'll  continue  to  keep  (as  best  as  I could)  up  with  the  latest  or  with 
this  unfortunate  developing  events  in  Big  Mtn. 

Thank  You  so  much  for  time. 

Sincerely,  Bahe 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

- — "RE:  Clan  Dyken  Revive  Beauty  Way  Tour"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Sep  1998  12:07:16  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Clan  Dyken  Revive  The  Beauty  Way  Tour  '98 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Date:  Tue,  22  Sep  1998  22:52:25  -0800 
From:  mgp@madre.com  (Michael  Gerell) 

Subject:  Clan  Dyken  Revive  The  Beauty  Way  Tour  '98 

We  have  been  doing  this  food  and  supply  run  on  Thanksgiving  for  10  years 
now  and  Clan  Dyken  has  been  doing  the  Beauty  Way  Tour  for  5 years  to 
support  the  run.  We  encourage  all  of  you  to  keep  up  the  good  work  and  if 
you  can  help  us  in  our  efforts  we  could  use  all  the  help  we  can  get.  The 
situation  on  the  Mountain  is  getting  even  more  serious  as  time  approaches 
the  year  2000  and  the  pressure  mounts.  Keep  writing  letters  to  your 
representatives  and  keep  the  faith... 

Announcing  Clan  Dykens'  5th  annual  Revive  The  Beauty  Way  Tour  to 
support  the  10th  annual  Food  and  Supply  Run  to  the  resisters  on  Big 
Mountain  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 

It's  been  26  years  since  the  relocation  act  was  passed  and  almost  twice 
that  since  John  Boyden  and  Peabody  Coal  began  their  conspiracy  to  cheat 
the  Dineh  and  Hopi  of  their  land  and  lively  hoods  so  that  they  could  mine 
the  coal  and  uranium  and  gold  that  lies  beneath  the  surface  of  that  high 
desert  country.  There  are  significantly  fewer  people  actually  living  on 
the  HP L than  26  years  ago,  but  those  left  are  the  tough  ones,  the  ones 
most  likely  to  resist  any  attempt  to  remove  them  from  their  rightful  homes. 

Tho  it  is  mostly  elders  who  remain,  there  are  also  many  young  people, 
some  with  families,  who  want  the  traditional  culture  to  continue  at  least 
with  some  portion  of  their  generation  and  the  generations  to  come.  Do  not 
believe  the  lies  of  the  press  and  the  governments  that  only  28  homesteads 
remain.  By  my  own  estimation  there  are  more  than  1000  Dineh  still  calling 
the  HP L home.  lust  as  importantly,  the  ones  who  have  relocated  still  look 
to  their  traditional  ceremonial  grounds  for  comfort  in  times  of  trial.  I 
have  attended  ceremony  involving  family  from  all  over  the  Navajo  rez  who 
came  to  grounds  on  the  HP L that  have  been  used  by  their  ancestors  for 
generation  upon  generation.  They  joined  those  relatives  still  holding  on 
to  the  homesteads  in  prayer  for  the  safe  passage  of  a loved  one  into  the 
spirit  world  and  for  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  next  seven 
generations,  defying  the  daily  Ranger  harassment  and  threats  of  arrest. 

The  harassment  takes  many  forms.  The  Flopi  Rangers  still  come  knocking 
on  doors,  "lust  checking  on  things."  Livestock  is  regularly  confiscated. 
Permits  must  be  obtained  for  the  simplest  daily  tasks  such  as  gathering 
firewood  or  even  performing  the  daily  ceremonies  of  thanks  to  the  Creator. 
The  system  is  designed  to  put  the  Dineh  resisters  under  the  capricious 


thumb  of  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  and  their  minions.  But  the  most  heinous 
crime  being  perpetrated  on  the  people  of  Black  Mesa,  Hopi  and  Dineh,  is 
the  rapid  depletion  of  the  35,000  year  old  Navajo  aquifer.  This  pristine 
source  of  drinking  water,  the  source  of  all  the  sacred  springs  so  central 
to  both  the  Hopi  and  Dineh  traditional  spiritual  practices,  is  being  sucked 
dry  by  Peabody  Coal's  giant  pumps  to  slurry  the  ill  gotten  coal  275  miles 
to  Laughlin  Nevada.  1.5  billion  gallons  per  year  of  the  water  of  life  is 
being  mixed  with  tons  of  coal  and  sent  down  into  the  desert  of  Nevada 
where  it  is  poured  out  to  evaporate  in  the  sun  after  the  coal  is  separated 
from  it.  It  is  my  belief  that  this  is  being  done  as  part  of  a conscious 
plan  to  make  the  land  uninhabitable.  Already  the  springs  are  drying  up 
and  land  that  once  supported  many  corn  fields  now  sits  barren,  unable  to 
grow  even  the  meagerest  of  crops.  The  water  at  Rocky  Ridge  is  foul,  almost 
undrinkable,  so  heavily  chlorinated  that  the  smell  is  almost  overwhelming 
when  it  is  first  tapped.  Even  worse  this  water  is  so  alkaline  that  it 
makes  a person  thirstier  minutes  after  drinking. 

As  the  Hopi  Rangers  move  ahead  with  the  staking  out  of  the  three  acre 
allotments  and  prepare  to  confiscate  livestock,  a group  of  younger  Dineh 
activists  have  been  explaining  the  truth  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement  to 
the  elders  who  were  coerced  and  tricked  into  signing.  When  they  hear  from 
their  neices  and  nephews  what  the  agreement  really  says  they  begin  to  see 
that  they  have  signed  away  their  way  of  life,  that  they  will  not  be  able 
to  carry  on  the  traditions  and  spiritual  practices  of  their  ancestors. 
Almost  all  of  those  who  signed  their  names  to  the  government's  paper  now 
want  to  rescind  that  agreement.  "There  is  no  accommodation  agreement 
because  nobody's  been  accommodated.  They  are  just  marking  time  until  they 
can  finally  push  us  off  our  land  for  good." 

The  people  continue  to  hang  on  in  spite  of  the  harassment  because  to 
relocate  means  to  die,  to  disappear  and  never  be  heard  from  again, 
especially  for  the  elders.  It  is  our  intention  to  help  those  folks  who  are 
determined  to  resist  to  stay  alive  and  to  stay  healthy  so  that  they  can 
carry  on  the  resistance  in  their  own  way.  We  do  not  go  there  to  tell  them 
how  best  to  fight  the  system,  but  to  listen  to  their  thoughts  on  the 
matter  and  then  to  help  them  as  they  would  be  helped. 

One  of  the  major  things  needed  to  keep  the  resistance  going  is  a way  to 
get  the  word  out  to  the  world  at  large.  At  the  moment  there  is  no  voice 
from  the  land.  There  is  a need  for  an  office  to  be  directed  by  people 

from  the  land.  It  would  have  a computer  or  two  on  which  to  write 

communiques  and  be  hooked  to  the  internet  for  instantaneous  publication  of 
news  to  the  four  corners  of  the  world  so  that  help  can  be  sent  in  times  of 
significant  harassment. 

Recently  some  of  the  elders  have  been  holding  meetings  to  develop  a 
strategy  to  deal  with  the  inevitable  attempts  to  force  individuals  out  of 
their  homesteads.  The  U.N.  Special  Rapporteur  who  met  with  the  elders 
last  winter  is  scheduled  to  testify  before  a Senate  committee  in  early 
November.  And  there  will  be  a special  session  on  Religious  Intolerance  and 
Human  Rights  at  the  U.N.  in  New  York  in  that  same  time  period.  So  there 
is  urgent  need  for  funds  to  get  several  elders  to  these  hearings  to 

testify  in  person.  In  the  early  part  of  next  year  there  will  be  higher 

level  sessions  on  those  same  topics  at  U.N.  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  The 
people  need  a voice  there  as  well. 

Then  there  are  the  daily  needs  for  supplemental  food,  tools  for  wood 
gathering  and  sheep  shearing.  3 or  4 CB  base  stations  and  police  scanners 
to  be  strategically  placed  in  selected  hogans  so  that  the  people  can  watch 
the  Rangers  and  keep  each  other  apprised  of  their  comings  and  goings.  And, 
of  course  it  would  be  nice  to  have  solar  panels  and  batteries  to  run  the 
radios  and  maybe  a small  electric  light. 

A group  of  dedicated  activists  has  started  to  bring  a homeopathic  health 
clinic  out  to  the  people.  They  continue  to  work  miracles  on  a minuscule 
budget  bringing  healers  and  healing  to  the  elders  and  the  sick  as  well  as 
helping  the  people  who  need  it  to  put  in  corn  fields  and  plant  gardens. 

We  want  to  continue  to  support  this  essential  effort. 

Last  year  we  brought  $4000  worth  of  food  and  supplies  to  the  resisters. 
That  might  sound  like  a lot,  but  it  only  translates  into  a box  of  food  and 
maybe  an  axe  or  shovel  per  house  hold.  We  need  to  do  more.  We  are 


asking  your  help  again  this  year  and  will  be  asking  your  help  until  the 
traditional  Dineh  and  Hopi  are  restored  to  their  ways  of  life  in  peace  and 
harmony  on  their  traditional  home  lands. 

We  say  RELOCATION  = GENOCIDE!  Help  us  put  a stop  to  the  genocide.  The 
Clan  Dyken  Revive  the  Beauty  Way  Tour  is  one  way  of  gathering  funds  and 
supplies.  Please  come  be  a part  of  this  effort  to  help  the  people  who 
pray  for  your  continued  health  and  existence  in  this  world.  Spiritual 
support  for  all  of  us  who  fight  for  the  biosphere  comes  from  these  elders 
and  their  ceremonies.  We  are  calling  on  our  friends  who  have  been 
supportive  in  the  past  to  help  produce  a show  in  their  local  areas.  The 
importance  of  a local  producer  in  each  town  cannot  be  over  emphasized. 

The  local  producer  has  the  responsibility  of  arranging  for  the  venue, 
postering  and  other  advertising  (such  as  radio  and  print  media),  ticket 
sales,  security,  and  all  the  little  things  that  contribute  to  a successful 
show.  Included  please  find  a list  of  Beauty  Way  Tour  shows.  Please 
contact  us  for  the  name  and  number  of  the  local  producer  in  you  area  if 
you  would  like  to  help. 

If  we  are  not  able  to  get  to  your  community  with  a Clan  Dyken  benefit 
show  there  are  plenty  of  other  ways  to  raise  funds  and/or  supplies  for  the 
annual  Thanksgiving  run  and  for  the  pilgrimages  to  the  U.N.  Hold  a couple 
of  bake  sales,  do  yard  sales,  hit  up  your  employers  or  fellow  workers  for 
contributions.  Get  together  with  the  folks  in  your  area  who  are 
concerned  about  this  issue  and/or  issues  of  indigenous  rights  in  general 
and  form  a group  of  your  own  to  meet  up  with  us  at  Anna  Mae  camp  on  Big 
Mountain  to  help  distribute  these  supplies  over  the  Thanksgiving  holiday. 

If  you  can't  go  yourselves  we  will  be  happy  to  carry  the  money  and 
supplies  you  gather  down  to  the  people  for  you.  Or  at  the  very  least  you 
can  write  to  your  Senators  and  Representatives  expressing  your  dismay  at 
the  genocide  being  carried  out  right  here  in  our  own  country. 

We'll  be  heading  out  that  way  with  a show  in  Las  Vegas  November  19  and 
on  to  Tempe,  Az.  and  Flagstaff  the  21st  and  22nd  and  out  to  Big  Mountain 
and  Anna  Mae  Camp  the  next  day.  While  we  are  there  we  try  to  get  in  some 
work  around  a few  of  the  homesteads.  Fixing  a roof,  mending  a corral, 
installing  a new  part  in  and  old  tractor,  getting  in  a supply  of  fire  wood 
for  the  Grandmas  at  Sarah  Begay's,  watching  someones  sheep  while  they  go 
into  town.  Some  of  us  stay  a few  months  taking  care  of  the  needs  of  those 
who  must  leave  the  land  to  testify  at  one  hearing  or  another,  those  folks 
could  stay  longer  if  they  had  someone  supplying  them  with  food.  The  needs 
are  many  and  urgent.  Please  examine  your  heart  and  give  what  you  can  in 
the  form  of  energy  or  monetary  help  . Most  importantly  of  all,  keep  the 
people  in  your  prayers,  and  keep  the  prayers  going. 

If  you  are  interested  in  helping  with  this  work,  please  call  Michael 
Gerell  at  530  758  7486  (email:  mgp@madre.com)  or  Mark  Dyken  at  209  736 
6736  (email:  mdyken@goldrush . com) . If  you  wish  to  make  a contribution  by 
check  you  can  send  it  to:  Michael  Gerell  pob  72841  Davis,  Ca.  95617. 

We  thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 

Walk  in  Beauty... Ho!  Mitaque  Oyasin 

Michael  Gerell  for  Clan  Dyken 

As  of  9/22  Most  of  these  shows  will  have  Diane  Patterson  opening. 

Oct  10  Sebastapol  Hemp  Clothing  Bene  for  Mary  Catherine  Promoter  Pookalani 
Sweetwater  707  584  4954  707  973  1159  7 Front  Ct.  Rohnert  Park,  Ca . 

94928  CONFIRMED 

Oct  11  Ft.  Bragg  and  Casper  Inn.  Local  promoter  Sita  Francia  pob  1729 
Mendocino  95460  707  9620835  All  Peoples  Day  and  Jackie  Scoville  (Casper 

Inn)  pob  1960  Mendocino,  Ca.  95460  707  877  3377C0NFIRMED 

Oct  23  Provolt  Promoter  Tish  541  8469179  pob  435  Williams  Ore.  97544  and 
Antonio  and  Karen  (ask  Tish  to  get  #s)  CONFIRMED 

Oct  24  Ashland  Creek  Bar  & Grille  (Dana  541  770  7484).  (Elias  541  488 
8126)  Annika  541  552  1817  500  Ashland  Loop  Ashland,  Ore.  97520 

CONFIRMED 

Oct  31  Sonora  Opera  House.  Sparky.  & Jeff  Jones 

Nov  5 Santa  Cruz  Promoter  Palookaville  Pat  Trapit(?)  408  454  0600 
Nov  6 Areata  Celebration  Hall.  Rick  pob  1384  Laytonville,  Ca.  95454  707 
984  9164  Beth  707  923  3991  ext  102  8068.  Cristian  "Mo"  Hollis  707  825 
7368  Jackie  Scoville  pob  1960  Mendocino,  Ca.  95460.  707  CONFIRMED. 


Nov  7 Mateel  Cntre  Promoter  Beth  707  923  3991  ext  Mateel  707  923  3368 
CONFIRMED 

Nov  13  La  Pena  Sparky. 

Nov  14  Elk  Community  Center  pormoter  3acki  Scoville  pob  1960  Mendocino, 
Ca.  95460  707  877  3377 . CONFIRMED . 

Nov  19  Las  Vegas  Promoter  Samina  702  361  2556  CONFIRMED 
Nov  21  Tempe  Az.  Di  is  working  on  this  we  still  have  no  venue. 

Nov  22  Flagstaff.  Mary  Catherine  Smith  & Adam  Steinburg  520  525  9291  We 
could  use  some  more  help  on  this  as  well.  No  Venue  as  yet. 

Nov  24-28  Big  Mountain  Supply  Run 

Any  ideas  and/or  energy  towards  realizing  this  would  be  gratefully 
accepted.  Thanks  for  everything, 
walk  in  Beauty,  m.g. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

- "RE:  Black  Mesa  Urgent  Alert"  

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Date:  Sat,  26  Sep  1998  10:11:40  -0700 
Sub j : BM  Urgent  Alert  #1 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Dust  received  this  FAX: 

89/24/1998  21:82  52867331CS  PAGE  01 

URGENT  ALERT  to  the  Big  Mountain  List 
Date:  September  24,  1998 

Subject  : Impending  Livestock  Impoundments  on  Black  Mesa 
Please  spread  the  word. 

We  just  received  word  from  Kee  Watchman  and  Glenna  Begay  that  the  Hopi 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  Rangers  will  begin  confiscating  sheep, 
horses,  and  cows  on  October  1,  1998  They  are  saying  that  they  will  not 
even  bother  to  visit  the  elders  homes,  they  will  lust  confiscate  the 
animals  on-sight  while  they  are  grazing. 

No  Five-day  notices  have  ever  been  sent  out  by  the  BIA.  This  is  a 
violation  of  federal  law.  It  is  illegal  for  them  to  seize  livestock  on 
Sight. 

Glenna  Begay,  an  elder  matriarch  said.  "I  urgently  need  supporters  to 
Come  out  and  protect  us  as  I am  home  alone  with  a little  girl  Shanna,  my 
grand  daughter. 

The  nan-signers,  already  denied  the  ability  to  gather  firewood  to  heat 
their  homes  in  the  winter,  are  being  told  that  they  will  be  the  first  to 
have  their  livestock  confiscated. 

The  frequency  of  these  threats  and  scare  tactics  has  been  Increasing  as 
more  end  more  elders  that  did  sign  the  Accommodation  Agreement  have  been 
withdrawing  their  signatures,  stating  that  the  only  reason  they  did  sign 
was  because  Kathryn  Hazard  of  the  US  Department  of  Dustice  and  Navajo 
tribal  officials  came  to  their  door  on  March  31,  1998,  the  deadline  date, 
and  told  them  that  it  they  did  not  sign  the  Agreement  their  belongs  would 
be  taken  to  the  other  side  of  the  fence  (Navajo  Partition  Land),  their 
house  burned  end  their  livestock  confiscated. 

Testimonials  continue  to  be  gathered  exposing  the  fraud,  forgery,  lies, 
threats  and  intimidation  tactics  used  to  force  the  elders  to  sign  the 


Agreement.  This  is  the  mid-point  of  a three-year  trial  period  for  the 
Accommodation  Agreement,  during  which  time  the  people  have  continued  to  be 
denied  any  ability  to  fix  their  homes,  seen  their  water  wells  capped  oft 
and  their  land  staked  out  in  three-acre  lots. 

The  Navajo  Nation  Council  has  even  admitted  that  over  100  families  have 
never  signed  the  Agreement  - subject  to  relocation  in  the  year  2001,  with 
an  undetermined  number,  not  included  an  any  list,  subject  to  eviction  at 
any  time. 

We  will  continue  to  keep  you  posted  about  any  further  developments 
information  has  been  provided  by:  Lorena  Blackwater  and  Marshe 
Mnonestersky  Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation. 

If  you  can  travel  to  Black  Mesa  please  call 

(520)  673-3461  Thank  you  for  your  support. 

"RE : BC  Treaty  Process"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Sep  1998  03:51:02  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC's  Treaty  Process  good  for  Forest  Industry  says  Minister 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
FOREST  MINISTER  RESPONDS  TO  COFI  COMMENTS  ON  TREATY 
Khatou  News,  Sept.  98 

Victoria  - Forest  Minister  David  Zirnhelt  responded  to  comments  by  the 
Council  of  Forest  Industries  about  the  Nisga'a  Treaty.  "I  welcome  COFI's 
participation  in  this  important  discussion.  COFI  has  participated  fully  in 
the  considerable  dialogue  around  the  Nisga'a  Treaty  Negotiations  Advisory 
Committee  and  regional  advisory  committees,"  said  Zirnhelt.  "I'm  also 
pleased  to  hear  COFI  express  clear  support  for  treaty  settlements  and  their 
acknowledgement  of  the  urgency  of  resolving  land  claims,  " said  Zirnhelt. 

COFI  and  the  forest  industry  will  be  major  beneficiaries  of  the  certainty 
the  Nisga'a  Treaty  and  other  parties  will  create,  helping  BC  overcome 
problems  associated  with  being  the  only  Canadian  province  to  have 
previously  failed  to  reach  treaties  with  First  Nations.  "I  look  forward  to 
meeting  with  COFI  in  the  near  future  to  further  discuss  the  Nisga'a 
Treaty,"  said  Zirnhelt.  Zirnhelt  pointed  out  that  government  has  been  clear 
on  all  the  issues  raised  on  COFI's  recent  comments: 

* Third  party  compensation  - The  provincial  government  has  stated  from  the 
outset  of  negotiations  that  it  is  committed  to  avoid  impairing  the  interest 
of  third  parties  and  that,  in  cases  where  it  is  unavoidable,  the  government 
is  committed  to  fair  compensation  through  negotiation. 

*Crown  authority  - As  a TNAC  participant,  COFI  has  received  extensive 
briefings  on  the  application  of  provincial  and  federal  law  and  standards  in 
the  critical  areas  of  wildlife  management,  forestry,  environmental 
protection  and  fisheries. 

^Certainty  - The  government  is  confident  the  Nisga'a  Treaty  gives  the 
finality,  stability  and  confidence  that  investors  and  working  people  need. 


"The  purpose  of  the  BC  Treaty  process  is  to  legitimize  the  theft  of  our 

lands."  Flaida  elder  Lavina  White 

SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM! 

More  information  on  the  fraudulent  BC  Treaty  Commission: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 
"The  purpose  of  the  BC  Treaty  Process  is  to  legitimize  the  theft  of  our 
lands."  --  Haida  elder  Lavina  White 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


RE:  Nisga'a  Deal 


Date:  Fri,  25  Sep  1998  11:06:32  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Nisga'a  Deal:  Pro  and  Con 

1.  Interior  Alliance  denounces  the  Nisga'a  "Template" 

2.  NDP  BC  begins  big  push  of  Nisga'a  Deal 

3.  Black-out:  David  Black  and  BC's  Nisga'a  trick-or-treaty  circus 


PRESS  RELEASE  from  the  Interior  Alliance 

Interior  Alliance  Denounces  Nisga'a  "Template"  as  Violation  of  Human  Rights 

(Kamloops,  Shuswap  Territory/August  3,  1998)  The  members  of  the  Interior 
Alliance  have  always  had  great  respect  for  the  Nisga'a  Nation  and  its 
leaders.  We  agreed  with  the  late  lames  Gosnell,  when  he  told  the  First 
Ministers  of  Canada  during  the  constitutional  talks  in  the  1980 's,  that 
First  Nations  "own  this  land  lock,  stock  and  barrel." 

It  has  been  a long  struggle  for  all  First  Nations  to  have  our  collective 
human  rights  as  peoples  respected  by  having  our  aboriginal  title  recognized 
and  respected  by  the  Governments  of  Canada  and  British  Columbia.  In  the  end 
it  was  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  in  their  historic  Delgamuukw  decision  on 
December  11,  1997  that  forced  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  to 
acknowledge  that  aboriginal  title  exists  in  Canada  and  includes  an  economic 
component . 

Now  that  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  have  succeeded  in  getting 
the  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council  leadership  to  give  up  their  title  and  rights, 
both  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  have  announced  they  intend  to 
use  the  Nisga'a  Final  Agreement  as  a "template"  with  other  First  Nations  in 
B.C.  to  eliminate  ancestral  aboriginal  title  and  rights  by  replacing  them 
with  a new  form  of  reduced  and  restricted  treaty  rights. 

The  Governments  of  Canada  and  British  Columbia  obviously  intend  to  apply 
the  Nisga'a  Final  Agreement  as  a model  far  beyond  the  Nass  Valley. 
Therefore,  the  Interior  Alliance  has  no  choice  but  to  publicly  speak  put 
out  on  the  contents  of  this  "treaty".  First  Nations  have  opinions  on  the 
recognition  and  protection  of  aboriginal  title  and  rights  much  like 
Canadians  have  opinions  on  Canadian  Unity  and  Quebec  Secession. 

The  Interior  Alliance  is  already  on  record  opposing  the  Nisga'a  "Treaty" 
as  a model.  Chief  Arthur  Manuel  said  today  "the  Nisga'a  Final  Agreement 
will  never  be  accepted  as  a template,  or  prototype,  by  the  membership  or 
leadership  of  the  Interior  Alliance.  The  Nisga'a  model  completely 
undermines  the  legal  principles  and  framework  for  reconciliation  of 
aboriginal  title  with  Crown  presence  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  as 
set  out  in  the  Delgamuukw  decision.  Moreover,  from  our  point  of  view  the 
Nisga'a  model  is  a gross  violation  of  the  Nisga'a 's  human  rights  as  peoples 
within  the  meaning  of  international  law,  and  we  blame  Prime  Minister 
Chretien  and  Premier  Glen  Clark  for  taking  advantage  of  the  unequal 
bargaining  power  between  the  parties  to  that  treaty." 

Chief  Manuel  added,  "Dean  Chretien  is  guilty  of  using  the  19th  century 
approach  just  like  United  States  President,  Andrew  Dackson.  In  the  1830's, 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Chief  Dustice  Dohn  Marshall  ruled  that  the  Cherokee 
Nation  had  title  to  their  lands  and  internal  sovereignty.  President  Dackson 
is  reported  to  have  said  'Dohn  Marshall  has  made  his  decision  now  let  him 
enforce  it. ' The  Cherokee  were  then  marched  out  of  their  lands  on  a "Trail 
of  Tears".  In  Canada  today,  history  is  repeating  itself.  Canada's  Supreme 
Court  Chie  Dustice  Antonio  Lamer  issued  the  Delgamuukw  decision  last 
December.  Now  the  head  of  the  executive  branch.  Prime  Minister  Dean 
Chretien,  is  ignoring  the  head  of  the  judicial  branch  about  the  nature  and 
scope  of  aboriginal  title  and  rights.  I have  no  doubt  we  will  see  great 
harm  come  from  them  on  the  sad  journey  into  the  future  the  Nisga'a  are  now 
being  told  to  embark  on  by  the  federal  and  provincial  governments,  and  by 
some  of  their  own  leaders. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Chief  Arthur  Manuel  Office  (250)  828-9789  Cell  (250)  314-7179 
Chairman,  Shuswap  Nation  Tribal  Council 
Spokesperson,  Interior  Alliance 


[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  They  are  provided  for  reference  only.] 

BC  FED  RALLIES  WORKERS  IN  SUPPORT  OF  NISGA'A  DEAL 
Victoria  News,  September  18,  1998,  Page  A3  by  Bev  Wake 

The  BC  Federation  of  Labour  is  taking  its  support  for  the  Nisga'a  deal 
on  the  road.  Federation  president  Ken  Georgetti  was  in  Victoria  Wednesday 
night  as  a guest  speaker  at  a Victoria  Labour  Council  (VLC)  meeting,  the 
first  of  several  appearances  he'll  be  making  over  the  next  few  weeks  to 
drum  up  support  for  the  historic  agreement  with  BC  natives.  "Like  any 
negotiations,  you  have  to  look  at  the  results  of  the  package,"  Georgetti 
says.  "You  can't  satisfy  everyone  on  every  point.  This  is  a good  agreement 
for  the  Nisga'a  people  and  for  all  people  in  BC." 

A motion  was  put  forward  at  Wednesday's  VLC  meeting  for  the  council  to 
also  officially  endorse  the  deal  and  encourage  all  members  to  support  it, 
but  the  motion  was  tabled  to  give  members  more  time  to  read  the  treaty. 
Negotiators  for  the  province,  Canada  and  the  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council  wrapped 
up  29  months  of  treaty  negotiation  in  Duly,  following  the  1996 
agreement-in-principle  to  resolve  the  Nisga'a  land  claim.  The  deal  gives 
about  6,000  Nisga'a  people  1,930  sq.  km  of  traditional  land  in  the  Nass 
River  Valley,  $190  million  and  a form  of  self-government.  The  agreement 
must  still  be  approved  by  the  Nisga'a  people  (they  vote  in  November)  before 
going  to  the  legislature  and  the  Flouse  of  Commons.  "This  is  one  of  the  most 
important  economic  and  social  developments  of  the  last  century,"  Georgetti 
says.  "The  federation  has  been  on  record  for  30-plus  years  supporting  the 
resolution  of  land  claims." 

Georgetti  says  he's  somewhat  surprised  by  the  arguments  of  those  who  don't 
support  the  deal,  especially  those  people  who  claim  there  was  not  enough 
consultation.  Labor  representatives  were  involved  in  consultations  along 
the  way,  he  says,  and  were  present  at  the  signing  of  the  agreement  in 
August.  "If  we  had  that  kind  of  consultation  with  NAFTA  or  the  MAI,  things 
would  have  been  a lot  different,"  Georgetti  says.  Georgetti  says  the  deal 
will  create  economic  security,  certainty  and  ensure  the  well-being  of 
families  and  communities  throughout  BC.  With  the  bulk  of  the  settlement 
money  coming  from  the  federal  government,  Georgetti  says  there  won't  be 
huge  financial  costs  to  BC  residents,  and  likely  will  be  savings  in  the 
future  once  the  expensive  provisions  of  the  Indian  Act  no  longer  apply. 

"It's  a fair  agreement  that  will  stand  the  test  of  time,"  he  says.  As 
for  calls  for  a referendum  in  BC  before  ratification,  Georgetti  dismisses 
the  notion,  just  as  the  provincial  government  does.  "It's  never  a good 
experience  when  the  majority  votes  on  the  rights  of  the  minority,"  he  says. 
The  Nisga'a  treaty  was  the  first  one  reached  in  BC  this  century.  Fifty-one 
other  bands  in  the  province  are  currently  negotiating  treaties. 
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PUBLISHER  ACCUSED  OF  ANTI-NISGA'A  CAMPAIGN 

Times-Colonist,  September  21,  1998,  Page  A5  by  Cindy  Harnett 

The  owner  of  eight  Greater  Victoria  newspapers  and  several  throughout  the 
island  and  province  is,  for  the  first  time  in  23  years  of  publishing,  using 
his  power  to  denounce  the  Nisga'a  deal.  Oak  Bay's  David  Black  met  with 
newspaper  editors  in  Victoria,  the  Lower  Mainland  and  the  Cariboo  last 
week,  with  instructions  to  run  editorials  against  the  deal.  Black  is  also 
supplying  papers  with  eight  "backgrounder"  columns  written  by 
constitutional  expert  Mel  Smith.  The  author  of  Our  Home  or  Native  Land  is 
against  the  deal.  Black  disagrees  with  suggestions  he  should  not  be 
asserting  his  power  in  this  way. 

"The  editorial  is  the  opinion  of  a newspaper,  boss  or  owner.  That  duty  is 
often  delegated  to  the  editor.  But  it  is  clear-cut  if  the  owner  wants  he 
can  call  the  shots  in  the  editorial.  It's  his  opinion,  the  paper's.  The 
buck  stops  at  his  desk,"  he  said  late  Sunday.  Black  said  his  papers'  news 
coverage  will  remain  unbiased.  All  commentary  however,  must  be  against  the 
deal.  Editors  who  can't  write  one  editorial  against  the  deal,  as  a matter 
of  conscience,  will  have  one  supplied  to  them.  Black  asked  editors  to  phone 


him  if  they  can't  comply.  As  of  Sunday,  Black  said  he  hasn't  received  a 
call,  although  the  opinion  of  editors  throughout  Island  Publishers,  Cariboo 
Press  and  Metrovalley  newspaper  chains  is  torn  over  the  mandate. 

"I  just  think  it  is  so  wrong  and  I think  it  will  destroy  BC  and  the 
natives,"  said  Black.  Black  called  the  deal  racist  and  akin  to  setting  up 
another  reserve  system.  "We  know  the  reserve  system  doesn't  work.  We've 
watched  100  years  of  misery.  With  the  Nisga'a  deal,  the  reserves  are  still 
there.  They're  a little  bigger,  they  start  off  a little  wealthier.  But 
they'll  remain  a people  apart  forever.  And  they  will  have  special  rights 
other  Canadians  will  detest."  Black  said  the  deal  works  out  to  $100,000  a 
person.  He  would  rather  give  First  Nations  people  the  money  than  to  see  the 
deal  signed.  "Give  it  to  them.  I'm  not  saying  reduce  the  amount  of  money  we 
are  paying.  Give  it  to  them  as  individuals...  Whatever  you  do  put  it  into 
their  hands.  Give  them  10  acres,  a piece  of  their  own  land,  not  communal 
land,"  he  said. 

"I'm  not  an  expert  on  the  agreement,  I just  know  it's  wrong,"  he  said.  BC 
Premier  Glen  Clark  challenged  Black  to  ensure  that  he  allows  the  government 
to  have  equal  space  in  his  newspapers.  Black  said  he  found  the  government's 
ads  on  the  deal  "repugnant"  and  "fallacious".  Black  owns  more  than  80 
community  newspapers  in  BC,  Alberta,  and  Washington  state.  He  also  owns  the 
Red  Deer  Advocate.  At  a news  conference  Sunday  afternoon  in  Vancouver, 
Nelson  Leeson,  executive  chairman  of  the  Nisga'a  tribal  council,  blasted 
the  publisher  for  his  "biased"  approach.  Robert  Hackett,  a communications 
professor  at  Simon  Fraser  University  and  co  director  of  Newswatch  Canada, 
said  Black's  directive  was  unprecedented. 

"Owners  have  always  been  able  to  to  exert  their  influence  indirectly,  but 
they've  usually  been  a good  deal  more  subtle  about  it  than  that,"  Hackett 
said.  The  Nisga'a  are  in  the  second  round  of  community  consultations  on  the 
treaty.  Band  members  will  vote  on  the  deal,  which  gives  them  2,000  square 
kilometres  of  land  in  the  Nass  valley  in  northern  BC  and  $190  million  in 
cash.  The  Nisga'a  will  be  given  self-government  powers,  as  well  as  resource 
rights.  In  return,  the  band  will  give  up  its  tax  exempt  status  and  future 
land  claims. 

SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM! 
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"The  purpose  of  the  BC  Treaty  process  is  to  legitimize  the  theft  of  our 
lands."  --  Elder  Lavina  White,  Haida  Nation 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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WEDNESDAY,  September  23,  1998 
***  ABOVE  AND  BELOW  *** 

The  Chiapas  State  Secretary  for  Economic  Development,  Dacinto  Robles, 
asserted  that  the  urgency  for  basic  food  relief  and  fuel  had  now  been 


overcome. 

Nonetheless,  in  the  community  of  Lopez  Mateos,  municipality  of 
Mapastepec,  Enedina  Solis  Montes  de  Oca  said:  "Help  has  not  arrived  for 
us,  we  are  forgotten,  and  we  have  been  left  with  nothing,  we  have  nothing 
to  eat  and  desperation  and  the  crying  of  our  children  has  made  us  look  for 
ways  to  survive,  we  have  to  eat  that  meat." 

"That  meat"  is  the  carcasses  of  dead  animals,  drowned  in  the  raging 
torrents  of  rivers,  washed  up  on  the  banks. 

Bertha  Mazariego  Ordonez  added:  "I  had  four  children,  and  the  water 
took  the  littlest  one  away,  I couldn't  save  him,  the  curent  was  very 
strong,  we  have  nothing,  everything,  along  with  the  house,  was  destroyed, 
but  now  the  important  thing  is  to  feed  the  children  I have  left,  that's 
why  we  cut  the  animals  which  drowned  into  pieces... We  cannot  stand  so  much 
hunger,  we  are  forgotten,  we  want  them  to  help  us;  the  children  have 
diarrhea  now. . . " 

El  Nacional,  9/23/98 
***  TRANSPARENCY  *** 

The  ever  resourceful  Governor  of  Chiapas,  opined,  in  a rambling 
interview,  that  "what  has  happened  in  Chiapas  is  going  to  mean  a 
distillation  process,  a natural  purging,  where  society  in  the  zone  that 
was  anguished  really  found  out  who  their  friends  were,  who  gave  them  a 
hand,  who  truly  helped  them... [I]  would  never  of  my  own  accord  play  any 
tricks  that  could,  in  the  first  place,  hurt  my  party,  or  any  others.  I 
wouldn't  do  that,  I can't  do  that,  the  electoral  process  in  Chiapas  is  a 
glass  box,  for  all  the  world  to  see..." 

Excelsior,  9/23/98 

***  THE  GLASS  BOX  *** 

The  national  director  of  the  Complete  Development  System  for  the  Family 
(DIF),  Mario  Luis  Fuentes,  said  "day  by  day  the  complaints  are  growing 
that  distribution  of  aid  is  being  conditioned  by  some  [political]  parties" 
for  their  own  benefit,  and  the  official  added  he  would  be  filing 
complaints  with  the  proper  authorities  shortly. 

The  federal  Chamber  of  Deputies,  in  response  to  multitudinous  complaints 
from  Chiapas,  has  organized  a 5-member  group  which  will  visit  the  disaster 
zone  in  order  to  see  for  themselves  how  aid  is  being  distributed.  The 
visit,  and  subsequent  report,  was  proposed  by  the  Green  Party  and  backed 
by  the  PAN,  the  PRD  and  the  PT. 

La  Jornada,  9/23/98 
El  Nacional,  9/23/98 

***  OTHER  NOTES  *** 

- The  first  cases  of  malaria  and  dengue  fever  are  now  being  announced  in 
the  area:  reported  thus  far  are  1522  cases  of  malaria,  70  of  classic 
dengue  and  one  of  hemorrhagic,  182,225  acute  respiratory  infections  and 
110,312  cases  of  diarrhea,  added  to  the  already  large  numbers  of 
hemorrhagic  conjunctivitis,  skin  infections  and  parasitic  diseases. 

- 300,000  hectares  of  agricultural  and  grazing  land  were  damaged, 
profoundly  affecting  coffee  and  banana  growing;  in  addition,  the  hydro- 
agricultural  infrastructure  was  severely  impacted. 

- National  Mexican  Railroads  has  suspended  service,  both  for  passengers 
and  cargo,  on  the  Mexico-Oaxaca  route,  due  to  damage  and  obstructions  on 
the  line. 

Excelsior,  9/23/98 

El  Nacional,  9/23/98 

***  PRD  AND  FZLN  OPPOSE  MENCHU  PRIZE  *** 

....and  the  per  diem  is  what? 

Both  the  PRD  and  the  Zapatista  Front  for  National  Liberation  have  voiced 
their  opposition  to  the  awarding  of  the  Quetzalcoatl  Prize  by  the  Morelos 
state  government  to  Rigoberta  Menchu,  the  well-known  indigenous  winner  of 
the  Nobel  Peace  Prize. 

Over  the  last  year,  Ms.  Menchu  has  been  noted  for  her  cozy  relationship 
with  President  Zedillo,  including  support  for  his  unilateral  proposal  for 


a law  on  indigenous  rights  and  culture;  her  outspoken  support  of  the  PRI 
position  that  "foreigners"  should  stay  out  of  Mexican  politics  [Ms.  Menchu 
is  from  Guatemala]  [she  asserted  this  in  Barcelona  earlier  in  the  year] 
and  her  not  so  veiled  criticism  of  existing,  and  strongly  supported, 
indigenous  organizations  [see  below].  Ms.  Menchu  was  in  Yucatan  earlier 
in  the  year,  "giving  courses."  She  purportedly  plans  to  be  meeting  with 
indigenous  groups,  "behind  closed  doors,"  while  she  is  in  Morelos  picking 
up  her  prize. 

La  Cronica  de  Hoy,  9/23/98 

***  THE  BISHOPS  TAKE  A STAND  ...(really)  *** 

The  Mexican  Episcopate  Conference  issued  a statement  in  which  it 
asserted  that  the  real  reasons  for  the  horrendous  natural  disaster  in 
Chiapas  were  the  extreme  poverty,  the  cacique-ism  and  corruption  in  the 
electoral  process. 

In  an  unusually  thoughtful  exegesis,  Alberto  Athie  presented  a report  to 
private  and  social  organizations,  at  La  Salle  University,  which  stated: 

"the  greatest  tragedy  of  contemporary  Mexico"  is  not  due  to  natural  causes, 
but  rather  to  the  above,  and  these  issues  must  be  addressed. 

Reforma,  9/23/98 

***  FROM  BELOW  *** 

"It  would  seem  evident  that  masks  conceal  and  silence  quiets.  But  the 
truth  is  that  masks  also  reveal  and  that  silences  speak.  To  conceal  and  to 
quiet,  to  reveal  and  to  speak,  masks  and  silence.  These  are  the  signs  that 
will  help  to  understand  the  end  of  this  century  in  Mexico. 

Yes,  this  is  a country  of  masks  and  silences.  I tell  this  to  the  sea, 
and  she  answers  me,  from  behind  her  ski  mask,  with  a silent  gesture  of 
paradox,  which  is  more  than  eloquent,  as  she  rolls  up  and  guards  the  great 
plans . 

But  I tell  you,  and  I tell  myself,  that  there  are  masks  and  masks,  and 
silences  and  silences." 

Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos 

CG  of  the  CCRI,  EZLN 

"Masks  and  Silences:  Above  and  Below" 

Duly,  1998 
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Although  the  Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  trial  ended  last  April  with 
a decision  confirming  that  the  Friends  could  continue  their  boycott  of 
Daishowa  products,  that  renewed  boycott  was  deemed  unecessary  when  Daishowa 
finally  agreed  not  to  cut  or  buy  wood  cut  on  unceded  Lubicon  Lake  Indian 
Nation  territories  until  a land  rights  settlement  was  reached  between  the 
Lubicons  and  both  levels  of  government.  The  Lubicons  called  off  their 
boycott  campaign  in  Dune  after  receiving  written  confirmation  of  Daishowa 's 
promise. 

That  should  have  ended  the  matter,  but  it  didn't. 

Calling  it  "a  matter  of  principle,"  Daishowa 's  Tom  Cochran  recently 
announced  that  the  transnational  paper  company  plans  to  go  ahead  with  an 
appeal  of  Dustice  MacPherson's  ruling  that  the  consumer  boycott  of  Daishowa 
products  is  legal.  Cochran  calls  it  merely  a matter  of  "fairly  technical 
legal  questions."  One  "fairly  technical  legal  question"  which  comes  to  mind 
is  why  Daishowa  would  waste  its  time  and  money  on  an  application  for  an 
injunction  against  a boycott  that  no  longer  exists.  Asking  "fairly 
technical  legal  questions"  like  that  in  fact  lead  one  to  the  obvious 
conclusion  that  this  case  has  very  little  to  do  with  "matters  of  principle" 
or  "fairly  technical  legal  questions"  but  instead  has  everything  to  do  with 
preparing  the  way  for  renewed  clear-cutting  on  Lubicon  territories. 

Daishowa  technically  filed  the  appeal  shortly  after  Dustice  MacPherson 
delivered  his  decision  last  April,  arguing  that  the  Court  made  an  error  in 
allowing  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  to  conduct  a peaceful  consumer  boycott 
of  their  products.  At  the  same  time,  Daishowa 's  lawyers  wrote  to  the 
Friends'  lawyer  Karen  Wristen  that  "our  clients  trust  that  Friends  of  the 
Lubicon  will  not  perceive  the  delivery  of  the  Notice  of  Appeal  as  any 
change  in  the  position  of  Daishowa  Inc.  that  a negotiated  resolution 
between  Daishowa  Inc.  and  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  is  in  the  best  interests 
of  all  parties  and  will  continue  to  be  pursued."  They  added,  "Our  clients 
have  also  instructed  us  to  advise  you  of  their  strong  desire  to  continue  to 
pursue  the  prospect  of  a negotiated  resolution  of  this  matter." 

Following  that  letter,  just  such  a "negotiated  resolution"  was  reached, 
whereby  Daishowa  wrote  to  Lubicon  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak  committing  "not  to 
harvest  or  purchase  timber  in  your  area  of  concern  until  your  land  issue  is 
resolved  with  both  levels  of  government,  including  harvesting  rights,  fish, 
and  wildlife  concerns."  Once  the  "area  of  concern"  was  defined  in  a 
subsequent  letter  and  map.  Chief  Ominayak  replied  to  Daishowa  accepting 
Daishowa 's  commitment  and  informing  them  that  as  a result,  the  boycott 
would  be  wound  down.  The  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  announced  on  Dune  12  that 
they  were  winding  down  their  boycott  of  Daishowa  products. 

The  Friends  also  told  Daishowa  that  they  "expect,  accordingly,  that 
Daishowa 's  appeal  of  MacPherson  D.'s  judgement  will  be  abandoned." 

On  Dune  16th,  Friends  lawyer  Karen  Wristen  wrote  to  Daishowa  lawyer  Peter 
Dervis  telling  him  that  "my  clients  have  . . . instructed  me  to  advise  that 
their  involvement  in  boycott  activities  concerning  Daishowa  has  ceased  and 
will  not  recommence  so  long  as  Daishowa  continues  to  abide  by  its  written 
commitment.  In  these  circumstances,  it  would  appear  that  appeal  proceedings 
are  moot.  I would  appreciate  having  your  view  on  that  point." 

On  Duly  20th,  having  had  no  response  on  the  issue  of  the  appeal,  Karen 
Wristen  again  wrote  to  Peter  Dervis,  saying  "I  would  appreciate  your  advice 
as  to  the  appeal,  in  response  to  my  letter  of  Dune  16:  do  you  have 
instructions  to  abandon  it?" 

She  has  still  received  no  formal  response  to  her  question. 

Daishowa 's  Tom  Cochran,  when  questioned  earlier  this  month  by  reporters, 
confirmed  that  they  "are  pursuing  the  appeal,"  adding  that  he  expected  the 
case  to  be  heard  in  Danuary  of  next  year. 

The  Lubicons  and  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  have  been  clear  all  along  that 
as  long  as  Daishowa  keeps  its  written  commitment  not  to  cut  harvest  or 
purchase  timber  from  Lubicon  traditional  territories  until  Lubicon  land 
rights  have  been  settled,  there  will  be  no  further  boycott  of  Daishowa 
products.  For  Daishowa  to  argue  before  the  court  that  they  need  to  be 
protected  from  further  boycott  activities,  then,  means  one  of  two  things: 
either  that  Daishowa  intends  to  break  its  commitment  not  to  clear-cut 


Lubicon  territories  prior  to  settlement,  or  they  fear  that  the  Lubicons 
will  insist  on  environmentally  responsible  methods  of  harvesting 
post-settlement  and  simply  want  the  Lubicons  out  of  the  way,  period.  Given 
that  Daishowa  is  known  to  work  closely  with  the  province  - who  have 
recently  stepped  up  their  efforts  to  tear  apart  Lubicon  society  in  order  to 
scuttle  current  Lubicon  negotiations  - the  latter  option  remains  a distinct 
possibility. 

Whether  Daishowa' s announcement  that  they  will  continue  the  lawsuit  is  part 
of  a coordinated  effort  to  fence  in  and  overwhelm  the  Lubicons  and  their 
supporters  or  simply  a matter  of  bad  faith  and  dishonesty,  the  Daishowa 
lawsuit  remains  a serious  threat  to  the  Lubicon  Nation,  their  supporters, 
and  the  right  to  freedom  of  expression  in  Canada. 

Documents  and  supporting  materials  are  attached  for  your  information. 


Peace  River  Record  Gazette 
September  1,  1998 

Daishowa  appeal  still  planned 
By  DEB  GUERETTE 
RECORD-GAZETTE  STAFF 

Daishowa  Inc.  expects  an  appeal  of  a court  ruling  allowing  the  Friends  of 
the  Lubicon  to  continue  a boycott  campaign  against  the  company  to  be  heard 
early  next  year. 

"We  are  pursuing  the  appeal,"  Daishowa 's  director  of  corporate  affairs  Tom 
Cochrane  told  the  Record-Gazette  from  his  Toronto  office.  The  Ontario-based 
paper  product  manufacturing  company,  is  seeking  to  overturn  a part  of  the 
Ontario  Court  judge's  ruling  that  involved  theFriends  of  the  Lubicon 's 
right  to  picket  Daishowa 's  customers. 

"The  judge  thought  it  OK  for  people  to  demonstrate  and  harass  our 
customers.  We  are  appealing  that  part  of  the  judgment.  It  flies  in  the  face 
of  a lot  of  previous  decisions,"  Cochrane  said.  Protesters  should  only  be 
permitted  to  target  the  company's  own  plant  or  office  for  picketing,  he 
adds,  calling  the  appeal  an  exercise  between  lawyers  of  "fairly  technical 
legal  questions." 

"We're  going  after  the  judge  on  this  one.  It  is  more  of  a matter  of 
principle  than  something  about  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon,"  Cochrane  said. 
Spokesman  for  the  Ontario-based  group  of  Lubicon  supporters,  Kevin  Thomas, 
calls  Daishowa 's  legal  plans  "a  matter  of  stupidity." 

"If  they  want  to,  we  will  take  them  on  again.  I hope  they  are  prepared  to 
look  pretty  stupid,  to  try  to  shut  down  a boycott  that  doesn't  exist 
anymore,"  Thomas  said  Thursday  afternoon  from  Little  Buffalo,  where  he  was 
sitting  in  on  last  week's  negotiation  meetings  between  the  band  and  federal 
and  provincial  governments. 

The  group  began  the  boycott,  which  Daishowa  estimates  cost  them  $20 
million  in  lost  sales,  in  1991,  after  the  Alberta  government  granted 
Daishowa-Marubeni  International's  (DMI)  Peace  River  pulp  producing  company 
a forest  management  agreement  in  an  area  that  blanketed  territory  claimed 
by  the  Lubicon.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  asked  DMI  to  make  a commitment  to 
not  log  in  the  95-square-mile  area  of  disputed  territory  until  a land  claim 
settlement  is  achieved.  When  DMI  failed  to  meet  the  demand,  the  group 
successfully  persuaded  businesses  who  purchased  Daishowa  Inc.  paper 
products  to  shop  elsewhere.  After  boycott  pressure  inflicted  millions  of 
dollars  of  lost  business  to  Daishowa  Inc.,  the  company  obtained  an 
injunction  against  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon,  stopping  the  boycott 
activities  until  this  spring's  ruling  in  favor  of  the  support  group. 

Daishowa  initiated  the  appeal  before  DMI  announced  early  this  summer  it 
will  not  harvest  in  the  disputed  area  until  the  Lubicon  achieved  a 
settlement,  Cochrane  said. 

With  DMI's  new  public  commitment,  the  boycott  was  ended,  Thomas  said, 
adding  he  then  wrote  Daishowa,  asking  for  clarification  about  the  company's 
plans  regarding  the  appeal.  He  says  he  has  yet  to  receive  a reply  from 
Daishowa  and  has  concerns  about  the  intention  behind  the  company  trying  to 
overturn  the  ruling. 


"It  does  call  into  question  the  plans  in  store  for  northern  Alberta.  They 
have  no  reason  to  worry  if  the  promise  not  to  log  there  is  kept/'  Thomas 
said.  Once  the  boycott  ended,  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  members  turned  their 
attention  to  monitoring  the  progress  of  the  recently  commenced  sessions  of 
settlement  negotiations  between  the  Lubicon  and  governments. 

"For  the  moment,  we've  adopted  a wait  and  see  attitude.  We've  been 
following  the  sessions  to  try  to  get  a sense  whether  they  are  sincere  or 
not,"  Thomas  said.  When  the  boycott  against  Daishowa  wound  down.  Friends  of 
the  Lubicon  promised  pressure  tactics  towards  the  federal  government,  who 
"are  the  ones  responsible  for  dealing  with  this,"  Thomas  said  this  spring. 
While  the  boycott  has  ended,  Cochrane  said  it  may  take  the  company  years, 
if  ever,  to  recover  their  lost  customers. 

"It's  a very  competitive  business.  Once  a customer  has  changed  supplier 
there  is  not  a whole  lot  of  incentive  for  them  to  come  back,"  he  said.  The 
achievement  of  a settlement  agreement  with  the  Lubicon  would  please  the 
executive  manager  and  his  company.  "We've  always  maintained  the  best  thing 
for  all  parties  concerned  is  a settlement.  Nobody  has  won  anything  in  this 
whole  thing,"  Cochrane  said.  Daishowa  Inc.  is  preparing  for  a January  court 
session  for  the  appeal  to  be  heard,  he  said. 


Ms.  Karen  G.  Wristen 
Barrister  and  Solicitor 
c/o  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund 
300  - 106  Front  Street  East 
Toronto,  ON  M5A  1E1 

Dear  Ms.  Wristen: 

Re:  Daishowa  Inc.  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  et  al 

I enclose  a copy  of  the  Notice  of  Appeal  which  is  served  on  you  pursuant  to 
the  Rules  of  Civil  Procedure. 

As  you  may  be  aware,  our  client  announced  its  intention  to  appeal  that 
portion  of  the  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  McPherson  in  which  he  refused  to 
grant  a permanent  injunction  restraining  the  picketing  and  secondary 
boycotting  of  the  customers  of  Daishowa  Inc.  However,  our  clients  held  off 
instructing  us  to  file  the  Notice  of  Appeal  pending  the  discussions  which 
were  arranged  with  your  clients,  without  legal  counsel,  to  discuss  the 
possible  resolution  of  all  the  issues  involved  in  the  boycott  of  Daishowa 
Inc.  As  you  are  aware,  a meeting  was  held  on  April  21,  1998  at  which  our 
clients  requested  a standstill  agreement  while  discussions  took  place.  Your 
clients  refused  to  delay  recommencing  their  boycott  action.  Our  clients 
continue  to  hope  that  a resolution  of  this  matter  may  be  possible. 

A Notice  of  Appeal  must  be  filed  within  30  days  of  the  release  of  Mr. 
Justice  McPherson's  Reasons  for  Judgment.  Our  clients  intend  to  request 
that  the  appeal  be  expedited,  given  the  nature  of  the  permanent  injunctive 
relief  with  respect  to  picketing  and  secondary  boycott  conduct  which  was 
requested  at  trial,  but  denied  by  Mr.  Justice  McPherson. 

Our  clients  have  also  instructed  us  to  advise  you  of  their  strong  desire  to 
continue  to  pursue  the  prospect  of  a negotiated  resolution  of  this  matter. 
As  you  know,  they  have  publicly  announced  their  recent  request  to  DMI  to 
again  consider  all  possible  measures  in  the  negotiations  with  the 
government  of  Alberta  which  might  lead  to  a resolution  of  the  boycott 
commenced  by  Friends  of  the  Lubicon.  Daishowa  Inc.  has  continued  to  urge 
DMI  to  take  the  necessary  steps  that  it  can  which  would  lead  to  a 
resolution  of  the  issue.  We  are  advised  that  DMI  has  continued  to  pursue 
discussions  with  the  Alberta  government  and  that  there  is  optimism  that  a 
satisfactory  resolution  may  be  possible. 


The  Notice  of  Appeal  is  being  served  on  you  pursuant  to  the  Rules  of  Civil 
Procedure.  Our  clients  trust  that  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  will  not  perceive 


the  delivery  of  the  Notice  of  Appeal  as  any  change  in  the  position  of 
Daishowa  Inc.  that  a negotiated  resolution  between  Daishowa  Inc.  and 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon  is  in  the  best  interests  of  all  parties  and  will 
continue  to  be  pursued. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Peter  R.  Dervis 


Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Ltd. 

VIA  FACSIMILE 
Dune  9,  1998 

Lubicon  Cree  Indian  Nation 
P.0.  Box  6731 
Peace  River,  Alberta 
T8S  1S5 

ATTENTION:  CHIEF  BERNARD  OMINAYAK 
Dear  Chief  Ominayak; 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  May  25,  1998.  I was  pleased  to  receive  your 
confirmation  that  the  boycott  would  stop  once  we  had  clarified  the  "area  of 
concern"  referred  to  in  my  May  20,  1998  letter  and  our  related  news 
release. 

The  "area  of  concern"  to  which  I was  referring  is  the  hunting  and  trapping 
territory  you  identified  in  your  map  which  you  formally  submitted  at  the 
Unocal  gas  plant  hearing  in  1994  (ERCB  exhibit  71)  that  includes 
approximately  4000  square  miles.  I understand  that  we  are  referring  to  the 
same  area.  I am  enclosing  a map  of  the  area  as  we  understand  it. 

If  the  Lubicon  people  agree  to  a smaller  area  in  the  future  (by  either  a 
settlement  with  government  or  agreement  with  other  native  groups  or  both), 
we  would  wish  to  adjust  our  commitment  accordingly.  Until  such  time,  we 
will  proceed  on  the  understanding  that  the  area  of  concern  to  which 
Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Ltd.  made  a commitment  on  May  20,  1998,  is 
the  approximately  4000  square  mile  area  outlined  in  the  attached  map. 

I trust  this  is  sufficient  to  clarify  the  scope  of  our  commitment,  and  that 
you  will  now  advise  your  supporters  that  the  assurances  they  have  sought  on 
your  behalf  have  been  given.  We  know  that  the  absence  of  any  agreement 
beyond  our  year  to  year  moratorium  was  a concern. 

Once  again,  we  wish  you  the  very  best  in  your  ongoing  negotiations.  I am 
advised  that  we  have  provided  the  same  clarification  to  all  media  and 
interested  parties  who  have  inquired. 

Yours  truly, 

DAISHOWA  MARUBENI  INTERNATIONAL  LTD. 
per : 

Tokiro  Kawamura 
President 

Enel. 


Cc:  The  Hon.  Dane  Stewart,  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern 
Development,  Government  of  Canada 


The  Hon.  David  Hancock,  Minister  of  Federal  and  Intergovernmental  Affairs, 
Government  of  Alberta 


Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation 
Little  Buffalo  Lake, 
tel:  403-629-3945 
Fax:  403-629-3939 

Mailing  Address: 

P.0.  Box  6731 

Peace  River,  AB  TBS  195 

Dune  11,  199 

Tokiro  Kawamura 
President 

Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Ltd. 

Suite  1700 

1095  West  Pender  Street 

Vancouver,  British  Columbia  V6E  2M6 

Canada 

Fax:  604-684-0512 
Dear  Mr.  Kawamura: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  Dune  9,  1998. 

Although  it's  been  a long  time  coming,  the  Lubicons  acknowledge  and  accept 
DMI ' s public  commitment  that  Daishowa,  its  related  companies  and  their 
contractors,  will  not  harvest  or  purchase  timber  from  the  approximately 
4,000  square  mile  (10,000  square  kilometre)  area  identified  in  the  attached 
map  included  with  your  Dune  9 letter  until  Lubicon  lands  and  claims, 
including  resource  management  and  harvesting  rights,  as  well  as  fish, 
wildlife  and  environmental  concerns,  have  been  settled.  I have  forwarded  a 
copy  of  your  letter  to  Lubicon  supporters  advising  them  of  our 
acknowledgment  and  acceptance  and  requesting  that  they  bring  the  boycott  of 
Daishowa  paper  products  to  an  end. 

As  I indicated  in  my  letter  of  May  25,  1998,  the  Lubicon  people  will 
welcome  talks  with  Daishowa  once  Lubicon  land  rights  and  related  resource 
issues  have  been  settled.  After  these  issues  have  been  settled  it  may 
become  possible  for  Daishowa  to  adjust  the  commitment  made  in  your  letter 
of  May  20  as  clarified  in  your  letter  of  Dune  9.  The  Lubicons  share  your 
hope  that  settlement  will  enable  us  to  work  together  on  mutually 
advantageous  economic  development  opportunities  which  take  into  account 
Lubicon  wildlife  and  environmental  concerns  and  responsibilities. 

Sincerely, 

Bernard  Ominayak 
Chief 

Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation 


Friends  of  the  Lubicon 
485  Ridelle  Ave. 

Toronto,  ON  M6B  2K6 

Dune  12,  1998 

Mr.  Tokiro  Kawamura 
President 

Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Ltd. 
Suite  1700 

1095  West  Pender  Street 


Vancouver,  BC  V6E  2M6 


VIA  FAX:  (604)  684-0512 
Dear  Mr.  Kawamura; 

Chief  Ominayak  has  informed  us  that  Daishowa's  clarification  of  their  May 
20,  1998  promise  adequately  addresses  the  concerns  of  the  Lubicon  Lake 
Indian  Nation. 

We  understand  that  Daishowa,  its  related  companies  and  their 
subcontractors , will  not  harvest  or  purchase  timber  from  the  approximately 
4,000  square  mile  (10,000  square  kilometre)  area  identified  in  the  attached 
map  included  with  your  Dune  9th  letter  until  Lubicon  lands  and  claims, 
including  resource  management  and  harvesting  rights,  as  well  as  fish, 
wildlife  and  environmental  concerns,  have  been  settled. 

As  a result,  we  will  be  winding  down  our  boycott  of  Daishowa  products 
effective  immediately. 

We  expect,  accordingly,  that  Daishowa's  appeal  of  MacPherson  D.'s  judgement 
will  be  abandoned. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin  Thomas 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

CC.  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak,  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation 
Tom  Cochran,  Daishowa  Forest  Products  Ltd. 


Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund 
Suite  214 
131  Water  Street 
Vancouver,  BC  V6B  4M3 

Dune  16,  1998 

WITHOUT  PREDUDICE 

Mr.  Peter  Dervis 

Lerner  & Associates 

Barristers  & Solicitors 

2400  -130  Adelaide  St.  West 

Box  95,  Continental  Bank  of  Canada  Building 

Toronto,  ON  M5H  3P5 

Dear  Mr.  Dervis: 

Re:  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  ats  Daishowa  Inc. 

This  will  confirm  the  good  news  you  have  no  doubt  received  by  now,  via  your 
client;  that  the  Daishowa  boycott  has  been  officially  terminated  at  the 
request  of  the  Lubicon  Cree  Nation.  The  Lubicon  Nation  is  satisfied  that 
the  written  commitment  given  by  Daishowa  to  refrain  from  cutting  timber  on, 
or  buying  timber  cut  from,  Lubicon  traditional  territory  answers  the 
objectives  of  the  boycott. 

My  clients  have  accordingly  instructed  me  to  advise  that  their  involvement 
in  boycott  activities  concerning  Daishowa  has  ceased  and  will  not 
recommence  so  long  as  Daishowa  continues  to  abide  by  its  written 
commitment . 

In  these  circumstances,  it  would  appear  that  appeal  proceedings  are  moot.  I 
would  appreciate  having  your  views  on  that  point.  We  should  also  discuss 


costs  and  determine  whether  or  not  an  application  to  Dustice  MacPherson 
will  be  required.  I am  preparing  a Bill  of  Costs  on  the  assumption  that 
quantum  will  be  the  only  issue.  If  you  intend  to  raise  any  issues  as  to 
entitlement,  please  let  me  know. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Karen  G.  Wristen 


Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund 
Suite  214 
131  Water  Street 
Vancouver,  BC  V6B  4M3 

Duly  20,  1998 

Mr.  Peter  Dervis 

Lerner  & Associates 

Barristers  & Solicitors 

2400  -130  Adelaide  St.  West 

Box  95,  Continental  Bank  of  Canada  Building 

Toronto,  ON  M5H  3P5 

Dear  Mr.  Dervis: 

Re:  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  ats  Daishowa  Inc. 

I enclose  a revised  draft  judgment  for  your  approval.  If  you  would  be  so 
kind  as  to  have  it  issued  and  entered  and  provide  me  with  a copy 
thereafter,  I would  appreciate  it. 

Also  enclosed,  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Dustice  MacPherson,  requesting 
dates  for  submissions  as  to  costs.  Would  you  kindly  advise  as  to  your 
availability  in  September. 

I have  canvassed  the  issue  of  defamatory  material  on  the  internet  with  my 
clients  and  they  are  not  aware  of  anything  currently  posted  to  their  site 
which  would  violate  the  terms  of  Dustice  MacPherson' s judgment.  Is  it 
possible  that  you  were  reviewing  someone  else's  site?  Please  provide  me 
with  the  address  of  the  site  about  which  you  are  concerned  and  identify  the 
material  which  you  allege  to  be  defamatory. 

Finally,  I would  appreciate  your  advice  as  to  the  appeal,  in  response  to  my 
letter  of  Dune  16th:  do  you  have  instructions  to  abandon  it? 

Yours  very  truly, 

Karen  G.  Wristen 

- — "RE:  Will  The  IMF  Be  Rewarded"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Sep  1998  14:31:22  -0700 
From:  NCDM  <moonlight@igc . org> 

Sub j : Will  the  IMF  Be  Rewarded  for  its  String  of  Disasters? 

UUCP  email 

Will  the  IMF  Be  Rewarded  for  its  String  of  Disasters? 

After  fighting  with  Congress  since  Danuary  over  $18  billion  to  expand  the 
IMF  (International  Monetary  Fund),  the  Clinton  Administration  has  made  its 
first  concession  to  critics.  Last  week  Treasury  Secretary  Robert  Rubin, 
the  Administration's  chief  lobbyist  for  the  funding,  said:  "I'm  not  saying 
the  IMF  is  perfect,  because  it  is  not.  But  it  needs  funding  to  protect  our 
national  interests." 

That  is  like  Monica  Lewinsky  saying,  "Linda  Tripp  has  not  been  a perfect 


friend,  but  she  is  a good  listener,  and  so  I will  continue  to  confide  in 
her,  and  trust  her  advice." 

But  in  Washington,  perception  is  everything,  and  reality  is  a sidebar. 

The  Clinton  Administration  is  banking  on  the  perception  of  the  IMF  as  some 
sort  of  International  Red  Cross  that  rescues  countries  that  have  run  into 
financial  trouble.  With  every  tremor  in  the  international  economy,  as  well 
as  the  U.S.  stock  market,  the  Administration  has  exhorted  the  Congress  to 
approve  the  money  or  risk  being  blamed  for  the  next  disaster. 

It  is  now  well  recognized  that  the  IMF  actually  helped  create  the  Asian 
crisis  by  encouraging  countries  like  South  Korea,  Indonesia,  and  Thailand 
to  open  their  financial  markets  to  vast  amounts  of  unregulated  overseas 
borrowing.  Then  they  worsened  it:  first,  by  failing  to  act  as  a lender  of 
last  resort,  which  could  have  stemmed  the  panic--  for  example,  by  March  of 
this  year  Indonesia  had  received  only  $3  billion  out  of  a promised  $40 
billion.  And  second,  by  imposing  harsh  and  unnecessary  austerity  measures 
on  the  afflicted  economies.  The  result  was  a regional  depression  that  has 
made  it  even  more  difficult  for  Japan,  which  depends  heavily  on  exports  to 
the  area,  to  pull  out  of  its  prolonged  slump. 

The  IMF  did  manage  to  bail  out  the  big  foreign  banks--  American, 

European,  and  Japanese--  that  had  made  bad  loans  to  the  private  sector  in 
Asia.  The  IMF  required  the  governments  of  the  affected  countries  to 
guarantee  payment  on  these  loans,  as  a condition  of  their  aid  packages. 

Of  course  not  everyone  would  consider  the  Asian  economic  crisis  a 
disaster.  Michel  Camdessus,  the  head  of  the  IMF,  has  called  it  a "blessing 
in  disguise."  Perhaps  he  will  forgive  the  people  of  Indonesia,  the 
majority  of  whom  now  earn  less  than  what  they  need  to  buy  a subsistence 
quantity  of  rice,  if  they  can't  see  through  the  disguise. 

Then  there  is  Russia,  where  the  last  $4.8  billion  of  IMF  money  went 
straight  into  the  outstretched  hands  of  speculators,  in  a fruitless 
attempt  to  defend  the  value  of  the  ruble.  Unfortunately  the  ruble's 
stability  was  about  all  the  IMF  had  to  show  for  its  six  years  of 
intervention  there,  during  which  the  average  Russian  household  has  lost 
about  half  of  its  income. 

A majority  of  the  Flouse  of  Representatives  saw  this  as  the  last  straw, 
and  last  week  they  voted  to  cut  $14.5  billion  out  of  the  President's 
request  for  IMF  expansion.  But  the  Senate  has  already  approved  the  full 
$18  billion,  and  so  the  difference  will  have  to  be  resolved  in  conference. 
President  Clinton  has  threatened  to  veto  any  bill  that  doesn't  include  the 
full  amount. 

The  Administration  and  its  allies  insist  that  the  IMF's  expansion  is 
necessary  to  help  stabilize  the  global  economy.  But  this  is  wrong  on  all 
counts.  First,  as  we  have  seen,  the  IMF  is  primarily  a destabilizing  force. 
Second,  there  are  other,  more  constructive  solutions  to  regional  crises: 
for  example,  Japan  proposed  a $100  billion  fund  to  stabilize  the  region's 
currencies  in  August  of  1997,  before  they  went  into  free  fall.  This  idea 
was  killed  by  the  Clinton  Administration,  which  insisted  that  any  such 
funding  be  controlled  by  the  IMF. 

Finally,  there  is  something  that  our  government  could  do  to  help  stave 
off  a global  recession,  and  it  would  help  Americans  even  more  in  the 
process.  The  Federal  Reserve  could  lower  interest  rates.  This  is  long 
overdue  in  any  case,  since  real  interest  rates  (that  is,  adjusting  for 
inflation)  are  extremely  high--  more  than  twice  the  average  over  the  last 
four  decades.  President  Clinton  has  made  noises  about  a co-ordinated 
interest  rate  cut  by  the  world's  major  economies,  but  Germany's  central 
bank  is  not  interested.  Japan  has  nowhere  to  go  on  this  score,  with  their 
short-term  rates  already  down  to  one-quarter  of  one  percent.  If  President 
Clinton  is  serious,  however,  he  could  pressure  the  US  Federal  Reserve, 
whose  response  in  times  like  these  tends  to  be  too  little  and  too  late. 

There  may  well  be  further  turbulence  ahead  in  the  world  economy.  But  the 
IMF  is  part  of  the  problem,  not  the  solution.  The  majority  of  the  House, 
including  both  Republicans  and  Democrats,  understand  this  reality.  They 
should  hold  firm,  and  not  be  intimidated  by  the  Administration's  threats 
to  "spin"  any  future  crises  against  them. 

Mark  Weisbrot  is  Research  Director  of  the  Preamble  Center,  in 
Washington,  D.C. 
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"RE : Death  of  Anishinabe  Man"  

Date:  Sun,  20  Sep  98  19:40:48  PDT 

From:  Native  American  Press  <presson@paulbunyan . net> 

Sub j : Family  members  seek  answers  to  death  of  Anishinabe  man  in 
Cass  County  police  custody 

Family  members  seek  answers  to  death  of  Anishinabe  man  in  Cass 
County  police  custody 
By  Jeff  Armstrong 
c.  Ojibwe  News 

The  unexplained  death  of  a 32-year-old  Leech  Lake  man  held  in 
Cass  County  jail  has  left  relatives  grasping  for  explanations  in  the 
face  of  official  silence. 

Less  than  three  days  after  he  was  picked  up  on  a 72-hour  hold 
order  issued  by  his  Department  of  Corrections  probation  officer  in 
Bemidji,  Duane  Steven  Fineday  died  approximately  2 a.m.  Sept. 

14,  reportedly  while  en-route  to  St.  Joseph's  hospital  in  Park 
Rapids,  Minnesota  from  the  Cass  County  jail  in  Walker. 

A Pennington  resident  and  father  of  four,  Fineday  had  no  known 
ailments  or  injuries  at  the  time  of  his  arrest,  according  to  family 
members . 

"He  was  fine  when  I left  him,"  said  Pat  Smith,  a neighbor  and 
cousin  of  Fineday 's  who  witnessed  his  arrest  on  the  morning  of 
Friday,  Sept.  11.  "He  never  had  no  health  problems,  I know  that. 

He  always  used  to  tell  me  everything  that  was  going  on  with  him. 

So  if  he  had  any  health  problems,  he  would  have  told  me  about  it," 
said  Smith. 

Responding  to  a reporter's  question  as  to  whether  Fineday  was 
injured  while  in  his  custody,  Cass  County  Sheriff  Dim  Dowson 
instead  attributed  Fineday' s death  to  an  unspecified  illness.  The 
sheriff  declined  to  elaborate  further,  except  to  state  that  the  matter 
is  under  investigation  by  the  state  Bureau  of  Criminal  Apprehension 
and  the  Ramsey  County  Coroner. 

According  to  BCA  staff  members,  the  case  is  assigned  to  agent 
Dave  Bjerga,  who  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

DOC  probation  officials  similarly  refused  to  release  information  on 
Fineday' s probationary  status  or  the  reason  for  his  incarceration. 

"I'm  aware  of  Duane  Fineday' s death  in  the,  while  incarcerated  in 
Cass  County.  I'm  not  in  a position  at  this  time  to  make  any 
statements  regarding  the  circumstances  of  his  incarceration, " said 
Bemidji  DOC  director  Bruce  Thompson.  "I'm  not  in  a position  to 
give  you  any  information  at  all." 

Fineday' s probation  file  was  transferred  from  Cass  County  to 
Beltrami  in  1996  due  to  his  residency,  but  it  is  unclear  why  he  was 
taken  to  Cass  County  jail  by  Beltrami  County  officers. 

A St.  Joseph's  hospital  spokesperson  said  she  was  barred  by 
patient  confidentiality  requirements  from  releasing  any  information 
on  Fineday,  including  the  names  of  relatives  or  the  funeral  home. 

"I  have  the  medical  records  right  here,  but  I can't  tell  you  what's 
in  them,"  said  hospital  spokesperson  Laurie  Skaro. 

Family  members  hold  out  hope  that  the  Ramsey  County  autopsy 
will  provide  desperately  sought  answers  to  their  many  questions, 
yet  fear  that  there  will  be  no  substantive  investigation. 

"I  know  they're  going  to  cover  it  up,"  said  Barbara  Fineday,  a 
cousin  of  the  deceased.  "I've  heard  so  many  different  things.  I'm 


not  going  to  believe  anything  until  I see  the  report." 

Pat  Smith  raised  questions  about  the  conduct  of  the  arresting 
officers,  identified  in  Beltrami  County  dispatch  records  as  deputies 
Anderson  and  Hinners.  The  Pennington  man  said  the  deputies 
threatened  him  with  arrest  for  failing  to  help  them  apprehend 
Fineday,  who  fled  into  the  woods  when  the  officers  arrived. 

"First  they  told  me  to  ask  [Fineday|  if  he  would  come  with  them 
voluntarily,  otherwise  they'd  have  to  go  get  a warrant,"  said  Smith. 
"When  he  ran  out  into  the  woods  they  said,  'If  you  don't  come  get 
him  and  bring  him  out  here,  we're  going  to  take  you  in,'"  he  said. 

Smith  further  reported  that  the  officer  who  caught  and  tackled 
Fineday  also  pulled  a gun  on  him.  "Duane  kept  asking  that  cop, 

'What  the  hell  did  you  stick  the  gun  in  my  head  for?  I'm  no 
dangerous  criminal,'"  he  said. 

State  corrections  officials  said  Fineday' s death  is  the  fourth  this 
year  in  Minnesota's  prisons  and  county  jails.  It  is  the  first  such 
fatality  in  Cass  County  since  Cass  Lake  resident  Randy  Headbird 
apparently  bled  to  death  in  the  back  of  a squad  car  on  Sept.  2, 

1993.  Quinton  Sayers,  age  18,  died  in  Beltrami  County  jail  Nov.  9, 

1994,  in  what  some  family  members  viewed  as  questionable 
circumstances.  Both  deaths  were  ruled  suicides  by  s 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Innu-L,  Taino-L  & Nat-Film 
Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


From:  gwelker@mail.lmi.org 
Date:  Mon,  22  lan  96  18:45:45  EST 


"I  was  born  here  in  this  land.  My  grandmothers  and 
grandfathers  were  born  here.  I am  a native  of  this  place. 

I am  a Human  Being. 

I am  part  of  Unchi  and  Ina  Maka  and  she  is  part  of  me;  for 
every  part  of  my  body  comes  from  Grandmother  Earth;  without 
her  I can  not  exist. 

When  there  are  lessons  to  be  learned,  it  is  the  four  leggeds 
and  winged  nations  that  teach  me. 

When  I sat  under  the  vast  expanse  of  Wanakan-Tanka ' s sky 
and  marveled  at  the  multitude  of  stars;  as  I sat  there  in 
the  cathedral  of  pine  in  front  of  the  fire,  it  is  the 
buffalo  who  came  to  me  in  vision,  to  teach  me  of  living  in 
harmony  with  nature. 

When  it  was  time  to  learn  of  dreaming,  it  was  the  owl  who 
came  to  teach  me. 

When  my  family  needed  protection,  it  was  the  deer  people  who 
came  to  protect. 

. . . and  when  my  family  needed  guidance  down  the  Red  Path, 
it  is  the  wolf  who  came  to  guide  us. 

I am  a Human  Being  and  that  is  enough." 

No  matter  where  anyone  cares  to  put  me  in  their  view  of  the 
world,  I don't  "wanna"  be  anyone  but  myself;  a Human  Being. 

I don't  want  to  be  invited  to  anyone's  ceremonies,  I don't 
need  to  be  accepted  into  anyone  else's  community  or  circle 
of  friends,  I don't  need  to  find  out  about  anyone  else's 
ceremonies . 

However,  anyone  who  asks  me  and  wants  to  share  the  knowledge 
I have  been  given  has  but  to  ask. 

Perhaps  those  who  are  so  worried  about  who,  in  their 
opinion,  wants  to  be  whom,  should  spend  time  reflecting  more 
on  the  words  of  Arvol  Looking  Horse  and  his  request  for  a 
day  of  prayer  and  peace. 

I am  a Human  Being  and  that  is  enough. 

Barbara  "Helping  Woman"  Griffith 
julie_m ._carlson@hud . gov 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
t to  the  democratic  principles  | 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

i and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
j borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
t Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

| States  Constitution,  i 

| so  that  my  forefathers  ! 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

It  was  my  honor  to  participate  in  a Veteran's  Powwow  this  past  weekend. 

Many  veterans  carry  a very  dark  place  in  their  hearts.  It  poisons  their 
spirit  and  keeps  them  from  the  path  they  need  to  be  on.  It  is  a thing 
that  attaches  itself  and  becomes  part  of  the  person  who  carries  it.  It 
is  a parasite  that  sucks  the  very  life  from  its  victim. 

Sometimes  these  men  and  women  just  need  to  know  it's  alright  to  turn 
loose  of  the  pain.  That  it  is  alright  to  turn  loose  and  get  on  with  their 
lives . 

I thank  Creator  that  healing  circles  exist,  and  that  I have  received  the 
gift  of  being  there  when  a wilted  flower  once  again  became  nurtured  and 
bloomed . 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Tribal  Police  Stupidity  101... (do  these  "police"  really  trust  the  IHS 
more  than  their  own  medicine  keepers?)... 

Doe  Flying  By,  a Traditional  Medicine  Man  and  his  helper,  were  arrested 
near  Little  Eagle  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation,  for  picking 
traditional  medicines,  by  Tribal  Police,  held  a few  hours  then  released 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


From:  Tatanka  Cante  and  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 

We  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders  would  like  to  thank  the  People  of  the  World 
for  their  prayers  that  you  have  made  a lot  of  things  happen,  not  just  for 
Our  People,  but  for  yourselves. 

We  hope  that  one  day  we  all  will  unite  as  human  beings  and  that  we  can 
all  respect  Mother  Earth  and  to  obey  the  natural  law  of  life. 

We,  too,  as  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders  have  prayed  for  you  that  one  day  we 
can  walk  hand  in  hand  and  hope  that  our  drumbeat  comes  together  with  the 
heartbeat  of  Mother  Earth. 

I'm  just  a common  man  and  I try  to  live  that  way.  I really  believe 
everything  is  sacred  and  my  heart  is  starting  to  heal  now  from  the  prayers 
that  you  have  sent. 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


The  language  project  I have  started  is  moving  very  slowly,  but  it 
is  moving.  The  need  for  this  is  a thing  I truly  believe. 

Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 
Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

If  you  live  near  Fort  Yates,  ND  you  will  want  to  participate  in  the 
following: 

Date:  Mon,  5 Oct  1998  16:19:11  -0500 
From:  Harold  Ironshield  <harold(3PEPP.0RG> 

Sub j : Language  meeting 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

A Language  meeting  is  being  held  at  Sitting  Bull  College  on  November  14, 
1998.  (Saturday)  beginning  at  10am  to  5pm  in  Fort  Yates,  ND.  The  meeting 
is  to  bring  together  language  instructors,  concerned  community  members  and 
those  who  are  advocates  of  tribal  languages.  There  will  be  a lunch  served 
at  noon  and  a donation  is  being  asked. 

The  agenda  of  the  meeting  will  consist  of  upcoming  legislation  in 
congress,  development  of  community  language  classes.  Develop  a Northern 
Plains  Language  Institute,  Networking  and  other  proposed  projects. 


If  you  are  interested  give  us  a call  at  605-823-4662  and  ask  for  harold. 

We  are  sure  that  will  be  much  more  added  to  the  agenda,  we  encourage  you 
to  bring  handouts,  information  or  any  other  good  stuff  you  may  have. 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

(' - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30067, 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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Date:  Mon,  5 Oct  1998  18:14:38  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Subj : College  Funding 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

SENATE  PASSES  BILL  ON  NO  FUNDING  FOR  MINORITIES  IN  COLLEGE!! 

A bill  will  be  heard  in  Congress  next  week  to  prohibit  affirmative  action 
in  admissions  for  ANY  institution  of  higher  education  that  receives  ANY 
federal  funding  (Pell  grants,  loans,  etc.). 

This  would  end  affirmative  action  in  EVERY  COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES! 


PLEASE  READ  AND  ACT  SOON! 

Rep.  Frank  Riggs  (R-CA)Chairman  of  the  House  Education 
Subcommittee  on  Children,  Youth,  and  Families  is  planning  to  offer  an 
ANTI -AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  in  admissions  amendment  when  the 
Higher  Education  Act  is  voted  on  the  floor  NEXT  WEEK. 

The  amendment  would  prohibit  all  institutions  of  higher  education 
from  using  affirmative  action  in  its'  admission  decisions.  If  even  one 
student  at  the  institution  receives  federal  funds  (i.e..  Pell  Grant  or 
Student  Loan)  they  would  be  violating  federal  law  under  this  proposal. 

Affirmative  action  would  be  illegal  even  if  the  school  believes  it  is 
necessary  to  insure  a diverse  student  body,  or  to  remedy  past  or 


present  discrimination. 


Call  members  of  Congress  (202)  224-3121  and  the  President  (202) 

456-1414.  They  need  to  hear  from  us  the  importance  of  affirmative 
action . 

PASS  THIS  MESSAGE  ON  TO  EVERYONE  YOU  KNOW!  ALL  OF 
US  WILL  LOSE  IF  THIS  BILL  BECOMES  THE  LAW  OF  THE  LAND! 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Spotted  Eagle  Productions 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 

"RE : Columbus  Daze"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Sep  1998  04:46:44  -1000 
From:  Tony  Castanha  <castanha@hawaii.edu> 

Sub j : Columbus  Daze  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  Taino  interest  forum<TAIN0-L@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

Guaitiao  y Aloha, 

The  message  below  kicks  off  what  has  now  become  an  annual 
global  event.  Last  year  a small  group  of  us  here  in  Honolulu 
organized  and  demonstrated  on  so-called  "Discoverer's  Day"  a 
non-violent  symbolic  burning  of  the  1493  Papal  Bull  (we're 
also  concerned  with  the  1452  Bull),  the  one  which  formally 
sanctioned  Colon's  genocide  campaign  against  indigenous  peoples 
of  the  Amerikas.  It  was  a call  for  indigenous  peoples  and  people 
of  conscience  worldwide  to  persuade  the  Vatican  hierarchy  to 
revoke  these  inhumane  documents.  We're  doing  it  again  this 
year  and  call  upon  the  Taino  Tribal  Council  of  latibonuco 
to  perhaps  organize  a burn,  preferably  at  your  local  Catholic 
church  (invite  the  pastor,  we  will!).  We'll  be  updating  you 
with  more  information  soon.  While  Las  Casas  certainly  did 
not  assist  our  Caribe/Taino  ancestors  very  much  at  all,  and 
was  very  influential  in  introducing  the  African  slave  trade 
diaspora,  his  work,  at  least  according  to  Guttierez  and 
international  human  rights  lawyer  Francis  Boyle,  may  be 
most  helpful  to  indigenous  peoples  today. 

Sincerely, 

Tony  Castanha 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Tue,  22  Sep  1998  01:33:49  -1000 
From:  "Boyle,  Francis"  <FBOYLE@LAW.UIUC.EDU> 

Sub j : Columbus  Daze 

Tony  C.  has  asked  me  to  get  the  ball  rolling  on  our  Papal  Bulls  Burning 
festivities  for  October  12,  Columbus  Daze.  I am  going  to  be  tied  up  on  four 
cases  in  the  next  three  weeks  or  so.  So  I might  not  be  as  active  in  the 
debate  this  year.  But  I thought  I would  lead  off  with  some  reflections  upon 
reading  Guttierez's  book  on  Las  Casas,  Orbis  Press.  Every  indigenous  person 
living  in  the  Americas  should  read  it.  Las  Casas  made  all  the  legal 
arguments  against  everything  the  Spanish  were  doing  in  the  Americas  while 
they  were  doing  it.  In  other  words,  all  the  legal  arguments  that  Native 
Americans--north  or  south--need  to  reclaim  their  lands  and  their  kingdoms 
can  be  found  in  this  book.  This  is  especially  important  because 
International  Law  operates  on  the  basis  of  what  is  known  as  the 
intertemporal  rule.  What  that  means  is  that  when  evaluating  a legal  course 
of  conduct  in  an  earlier  epoch,  you  cannot  apply  contemporary  standards  of 
international  law  but  rather  must  apply  the  standards  in  existence  at  that 
time.  Las  Casas's  arguments  establish  that  pursuant  to  the  intertemporal 
rule,  and  in  accordance  with  the  standards  of  the  time,  the  Spanish  conquest 


of  the  Americas- -and  pari  passu  the  later  British,  Dutch  and  French 
conquests  as  well--violated  basic  norms  of  international  law  in  existence  at 
that  time.  Indeed,  at  that  time  "European  Christendom"  operated  upon  the 
principle  of  the  "just  war,"  going  back  to  Augustine  and  before  him  Cicero. 
Las  Casas  establishes  that  the  wars  against  the  "Americas"  and  its  Peoples 
were  clearly  unjust  at  that  time.  Even  more  so.  Las  Casas  argued  that  Native 
American  Peoples  would  be  able  to  preserve  and  assert  their  claims  against 
the  Spanish(and,  I would  add,  their  successors)  for  the  rest  of  eternity. In 
fact.  Las  Casas  effectively  preserved  Their  rights  to  do  so.  And  finally, 
most  importantly.  Las  Casas  argued  that  not  only  would  Native  Americans  be 
entitled  to  the  return  of  their  lands  and  compensation  for  the  harm 
inflicted  upon  them,  but  also  that  they  would  be  entitled  to  the  return  of 
their  Kingdoms,  that  is  their  Nation  States.  And  that  this  right  of  return 
would  exist  forever.  And  again,  in  my  opinion,  these  claims  would  be 
assertable  against  the  successors  to  the  Spanish,  Portuguese,  British, 
French,  Dutch,  etc.  In  other  words,  assertable  by  Indigenous  Peoples  against 
the  so-called  Nation  States  that  currently  occupy  their  lands  and  their 
kingdoms  in  the  Americas  today. 

Hence  the  importance  to  burn  the  Bulls.  All  alleged  title  goes  back 
to  there.  If  we  can  get  the  Pope  to  repudiate  or  withdraw  the  Bulls,  all 
title  in  the  Americas  would  immediately  become  clouded. 

Obviously,  there  is  no  way  I can  do  justice  to  this  wonderful  book 
here.  It  is  several  hundred  pages  long.  At  times,  it  is  rough  going.  But  all 
the  arguments  and  documentation  are  there.  It  is  well  worth  reading  with  an 
eye  towards  how  your  Native  American  Nations  can  use  Las  Casas's  heroic 
struggle  to  reclaim  your  Lands  and  your  Kingdoms.  In  any  event,  have  a great 
day  burning  the  Papal  Bulls  on  October  12. 

Aloha . 

Francis . 

Francis  A.  Boyle 

Law  Building 

504  E.  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Champaign,  IL  61820 
217 -3 33 -7954 (voice) 

217 -244- 1478 (fax) 
fboyle@law.uiuc . edu 

"RE : Emergency  Grant  Application"  

Date:  Thu,  01  Oct  1998  00:14:38  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Emergency  Grant  Application 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

This  is  the  SDN  fax  requesting  funding  to  send  Dineh  elders  to  the  UN 
General  assembly  when  Mr.  Amor  makes  his  report  on  human  rights  violations 
by  the  United  States  against  the  Dineh  and  Hopi  peoples. 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
P.O.  Box  1968 
Kaibeto,  AZ  86053 
(520)  673-3461 
September  24,  1996 

To:  Bob  Dorman  for  posting  to  the  Big  Mountain  list  on  INTERNET 
Emergency  Grant  Application 

Re:  Request  for  the  assistance  of  Big  Mountain  supporters  to  provide 
funding  for  traditional  Dineh  (Navajo)  people  to  travel  to  NY  to  respond  to 
the  United  Nations  report  on  the  US  which  will  be  presented  in  early 
November  to  the  Third  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Dear  Big  Mountain  supporters. 

On  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Elders,  our  Board  of  Directors,  and  the 


Representatives  of  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  we  wish  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  your  support.  At  this  time  we  are  greatly  in  need  of  funds 
to  travel  to  NY  in  early  November  to  meet  with  UN  officials  and  NGOs  when 
Mr  Abdelfattah  Amor,  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance  of  the  UN 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  presents  his  report  on  the  US  to  the  Third 
Committee  of  the  General  Assembly. 

As  you  know,  we  face  many  obstacles  to  religious  freedom  as  land-based 
practitioners  and  the  impacts  on  our  sacred  sites  due  to  Peabody  Coal 
Company's  mining  operations.  At  this  time  we  urgently  need  your  help  to 
preserve  our  sacred  land  and  ensure  greater  respect  and  reverence  for 
Indigenous  land-based  religion  and  the  protection  of  ancient  Anasazi  and 
Dineh  sacred  and  burial  sites.  It  is  our  hope  that  you  can  help  provide 
funding  for  Dineh  travel  to  New  York 

The  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance,  Mr.  Amor  of  the  United 
Nations  Commission  on  Human  Rights  visited  the  Dinah  in  Black  Mesa  in 
February,  1998.  This  is  the  first  time  that  the  US  is  being  investigated  by 
the  UN  for  violations  of  the  right  to  freedom  of  religion  or  belief  which 
are  human  rights  This  visit  was  in  response  to  a complaint  we  filed  in  1997 
charging  the  US  with  human  rights  violations  against  the  traditional  Dineh 
people,  charging  that  federal  laws  have  denied  us  access  to  water, 
bulldozing  of  our  homes,  legalized  the  confiscation  of  our  livestock,  kept 
us  from  gathering  firewood  to  heat  our  homes  in  winter,  and  prohibited  any 
housing  improvement. 

Public  laws  93-531  and  104-301,  known  as  "relocation  laws",  have  forced 
aver  12,000  traditional  Dineh  off  their  lands.  About  3,000  remain, 
surviving  by  herding  sheep  and  weaving  rugs,  living  subject  to  frequent 
harassment  by  the  US  government's  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA). 

Since  we  practice  a land-based,  site-specific  religion,  the  Special 
Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance  was  invited  to  investigate  human  rights 
violations  affecting  Our  religion.  On  February  3,  1998,  over  and  over 
again,  Dineh  people  recounted  to  Mr.  Amor  - their  spiritual  ties  to  the 
land  and  the  destruction,  both  physical  and  spiritual,  wreaked  by  the 
Peabody  Coal  Company,  the  partitioning  of  the  land,  and  the  relocation 
practices . 

Oh  August  30th.  the  vision  of  the  people  of  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  was 
renewed,  after  almost  2 decades.  The  meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  Glenna 
Begay,  a place  that  reminds  us  of  the  energy  and  hope  born  in  our  people 
when  the  UN  Human  Rights  investigators  and  Non  Governmental  Organizations 
(NGOs)  visited  with  us  on  Black  Mesa  in  February 

On  September  19,  a meeting  took  place  of  the  Medicine  Men's  Association, 
the  General  Assembly  of  medicine  men  from  across  the  Navajo  Nation.  On  the 
agenda  was  discussion  of  a statement  of  support  for  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
to  protect  Anasazi  and  Dineh  sacred  sites,  cemeteries  - to  stop  the 
desecration  by  Peabody  Coal  Company 

On  September  30,  the  Center  for  Dine'  Studies  of  Dine'  Community  College 
will  host  "Religious  Intolerance  on  Black  Mesa  - The  Hopes  and  Struggles  of 
the  People  of  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation."  Forthcoming  is  a letter  of  support 
for  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  from  Dineh  Community  College. 

Hundreds  of  testimonies  appealing  for  justice  have  been  submitted  to  the 
United  Nations  Commission  On  Human  Rights,  the  US  Department  of  the 
Interior,  the  US  Department  of  Dustice  and  Congress.  They  detail  threats 
made  against  Dineh  elders  by  US  governmental  officials  that  come  to  their 
door  saying,  "You  must  relocate  or  sign  a 75-year  lease  Agreement  to  stay 
on  your  land,  and  if  you  do  not  sign  your  house  will  be  burned  down,  and 
your  possessions  put  on  the  "other  side  of  the  fence"  And  they  say,  "Your 
livestock  will  be  confiscated."  This  is  elder  abuse  As  you  ere  aware,  we 
hold  sacred  medicine  bundles  and  remain  on  our  sacred  land  in  order  to 
protect  and  preserve  our  sacred  land  and  traditional  ways 

Dineh  lives,  culture,  arid  human  rights  are  being  sacrificed  in  order  to 
provide  short-term  profits  for  a non-sustainable  industry,  Peabody  Coal 
Company,  also  threatening  the  regional  and  global  environment.  Over  4,000 
ancient  Anasazi  cliff  houses,  burial  and  ceremonial  sites  in  the  region 
have  been  destroyed,  and  these  activities  are  condoned  by  the  US  government 
and  the  tribal  councils  in  their  pursuit  of  mining  profits.  The 
exploitation  of  natural  resources  and  the  destruction  of  ancient  Anasazi 


and  Dineh  cemeteries  continues. 

This  past  Dune,  with  the  consent  of  the  US  government,  during  a United 
Nations  investigation  of  religious  intolerance,  a Kiva  containing  28 
Anasazi  burials  was  destroyed  and  is  now  under  tons  of  dirt.  This  drag  line 
is  operating  adjacent  to  a public  access  road.  It  is  currently  100  yards 
from  an  occupied  dwelling  and  the  Navajo  Nation  as  an  agent  of  the  coal 
mine  is  threatening  eminent  domain  in  order  to  force  the  elders  living 
there  to  relocate.  Peabody  Coal  Company  says  the  area  is  uninhabited. 

This  summer,  a cemetery  by  Ataid  Y Lake  and  Maxine  Kescoli  was  bulldozed. 
Human  remains  still  lay  scattered.  We  don't  even  know  what  happens  to  the 
remains  that  are  removed.  Next  to  the  bulldozed  area  is  a site  where  we 
make  offerings  and  have  held  many  ceremonies.  When  we  pass  on  to  the  spirit 
world  we  can't  even  be  buried  on  our  land.  We  are  powerless  to  protect  even 
the  burial  sites  of  our  ancestors  These  actions  are  being  conducted  and 
condoned  in  flagrant  violation  or  our  religion.  After  removal  of  the 
remains,  many  of  the  Anasazi  burials  sites  are  not  even  covered  up.  There 
is  a sweat  lodge  in  the  area  that  was  destroyed,  they  did  not  even  bother 
to  take  the  rake  they  used  with  them.  This  bulldozed  area  is  currently  100 
yards  from  an  occupied  dwelling. 

Protests  by  our  elders  living  in  the  region  only  resulted  in  threats  and 
harassment  by  the  tribes  as  agents  of  the  coal  mine.  Our  elders  are  being 
forced  to  stand  by  and  witness  the  destruction,  helpless  to  protect  their 
sacred  sites  and  cemeteries 

In  Duly,  an  area  on  Hopi  Partition  Land  was  cleared  in  advance  of  mining 
activities.  Our  old  trees  are  energy  for  the  people  and  we  make  offerings 
to  these  places.  If  these  areas  are  all  clear  cut  they  are  taking  away  our 
rights  to  our  energy  and  natural  resources,  plants,  hills,  and  springs. 

This  cleared  region  is  currently  100  yards  from  sacred  springs  on  Glenna 
Begay's  customary  use  area.  They  were  planted  there  by  Medicine  people  and 
contain  a year-round  water  resource 

Sections  of  the  road  that  NGOs  traveled  from  Kayenta  to  the  Begay  residence 
is  now  closed  off  and  we  are  forced  to  use  an  alternative  public  road.  Most 
of  this  construction  was  completed  before  a permit  was  ever  issued  by  the 
US  government's  Office  of  Surface  Mining.  It  Contains  sharp  turns, 
intersects  with  arid  joins  a mine  haul  road  used  by  heavy  equipment.  Our 
children  ride  on  school  buses  through  this  area  and  we  are  concerned 
because  they  are  endangered.  Big  rocks  used  to  line  the  road  is  destroying 
our  vehicles  and  causes  us  to  get  flat  tires  frequently,  sometimes  we  get 
as  many  as  two  or  three  flat  tires  at  one  time.  We  were  never  consulted 
before  this  road  was  constructed  and  we  never  gave  our  consent. 

No  one  tells  us  about  the  mining  operations  and  we  have  no  voice  in 
negotiations  that  take  place  behind  closed  doors  by  corrupt  tribal  and  US 
governmental  officials  We  are  suffering  from  a Navajo  Nation  that  has 
witnessed  4 presidents  in  the  last  six  months  due  to  convictions  for  ethics 
violations;  an  investigator  from  the  Ethics  and  Rules  office  that  was 
convicted  for  criminal  sexual  assault  of  his  15  year  old  daughter;  numerous 
tribal  council  officials  found  guilty  of  pocketing  tribal  funds;  office 
workers  downloading  pornography:  approval  of  permits  by  officials  that 
allows  the  destruction  of  our  sacred  shrines,  homes  and  cemeteries. 

It  is  these  and  other  issues  that  we  wish  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
UN  and  NGOs.  This  year  marks  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights.  This  is  the  International  Decade  of  the 
World's  Indigenous  Peoples.  It  is  time  now,  finally,  for  Dustice. 

Any  financial  assistance  that  Big  Mountain  supporters  can  provide  will  be 
greatly  appreciated  and  is  urgently  needed  to  help  fund  Dineh  travel  to  New 
York  to  meet  with  Mr  Amor,  the  UN  and  NGOs.  At  stake  is  the  survival  of  the 
people  of  Dineh  Nation.  Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  assistance  and 
support.  We  will  remain  in  communication  with  you  end  let  you  know  the 
date  for  the  upcoming  historic  meeting  of  Dineh,  UN  representatives  and 
NGOs  as  soon  as  we  know. 

If  you  can  provide  an  organizational  tax-deductible  contribution  towards 
Dineh  travel  and  outreach  expenses  to  prepare  for  the  UN  please  contact: 

Steve  Sugarman,  Executive  Director 

Social  and  Environmental  Entrepreneurs  (SEE) 

(an  affiliate  of  the  Earth  Trust  Foundation) 


20110  Rockpont  Way,  Malibu,  CA  90265-5340 
phone:  (310)  458-3534,  Tax  ID  number  95-4116679 
Please  specify  that  your  contribution  is  for  the  Dineh  Project 
Thank  you  for  your  support. 

Yours  sincerely, 

(signatures  and  thumb  prints  of  signers) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE:  Elders  Evicted  through  Intimidation"  

Date:  Fri,  02  Oct  1998  22:48:29  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Urgent  Action  Alert  # 2 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Received  the  following  messages  from  Marsha  of  SDN-NY: 

We  are  currently  at  Dine'  College  in  Tsaile  Arizona,  having  traveled 
here  yesterday  with  Glenna  Begay,  Rena  Babbitt  Lane  and  Roberta 
Blackgoat  to  do  a presentation:  "Religious  Intolerance  on  Black  Mesa-the 
Flopes  and  Struggles  of  the  Peoples  of  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation". 

We  are  here  talking  with  the  Center  for  Dine'  Studies  at  Dine' 

Community  College  about  doing  a Statement  of  Support  for  the  UN 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  and  the  US  Department  of  the  Interior's 
Office  of  Surface  Mining  to  protect  the  Dineh  people,  their  land,  their 
sacred  sites  and  cemeteries. 

We  have  recently  received  some  phone  calls  in  response  to  the  last 
e-mail  alert  we  posted  and  we  urgently  need  to  update  people  and  tell 
them  what  to  bring  out  with  them  and  urge  them  again  to  come  by  October 
5th . 

Please  communicate  with  us  via  e-mail  at:  monestersky@altavista.net 
today,  Thursday,  October  1 and  Friday,  October  2,  until  3:00  PM.  And 
although  this  e-mail  number  will  only  be  accessed  infrequently,  please 
add  it  to  the  Big  Mountain  list  and  encourage  people  to  contact  us  at 
this  address  today  and  tomorrow. 

Note  that  there  are  some  sentence  errors  in  the  following,  but  you 
can  get  the  overall  meaning  pretty  clearly. 

Urgent  Action  Alert  # 2 

Subject:  Further  news  regarding  the  status  of  impending  Livestock 
Impoundments  on  Black  Mesa. 

Dineh  elder,  Rena  Babbitt  Lane  has  formally  withdrawn  from  the  75-year 
lease  (Accommodation  Agreement)  stating  in  her  withdrawal  letter  that 
her  name  was  forged  by  Navajo  Nation  officials  and  a woman,  Kathryn 
Hazard,  from  the  US  Department  of  Justice.  Rena  Babbitt  Lane  just 
received  the  letter  that  follows  from  the  US  Department  of  the 
Interior's  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Hopi  Agency  (BIA). 

Pauline  Whitesinger  and  Roberta  Blackgoat,  non-signers. 

So  it  is  with  these  thoughts  in  mind  of  all  the  people  on  the  Big 
Mountain  e-mail  list  that  care  that  I wish  to  thank  you  all  for  your 
support  and  assistance  at  this  crucial  time  of  the  Agreement 
received  similar  letters. 


Elder  after  elder  is  getting  these  letters  in  the  mail  whether  they 
signed  the  Agreement  or  not  and  they  are  afraid  of  what  will  happen. 

They  have  therefore  requested  your  presence  on  Black  Mesa  to 
protect  them,  their  livestock  and  their  sacred  land. 

No  Five-day  notices  of  'Intent  to  Impound'  has  been  sent  out  by  the 
BIA,  just  the  blanket  letter  that  follows.  This  is  in  direct  violation 
of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  (CFRs),  US  federal  law.  It  is  also 
illegal  for  livestock  to  be  seized  on  sight,  but  this  is  what  the  Flopi 
Rangers,  many  of  them  Navajo,  are  telling  the  elders. 

These  people  have  already  been  denied  wood  cutting  permits,  the  way 
they  heat  their  homes  in  winter.  Peabody  Coal  Company  is  giving  out 
free  coal  to  the  Flopi  people  because  the  Hopi  tribe  threatened  to  shut 
them  down  if  they  did  not.  But  the  Navajo  Nation  continues  to  do 
nothing  to  protect  their  own  people  and  the  Dineh  are  being  charged  for 
coal.  And  due  to  El  Nino  a harsher  winter  is  being  predicted. 

What  the  BIA  has  been  doing: 

The  BIA  have  been  active  in  the  region  capping  off  and  fencing  off 
water  wells.  This  has  forced  people  to  drive  20  miles  or  more  each  way 
on  unmaintained  dirt  roads  to  haul  water  for  their  use  and  their 
livestock  while  Peabody  Coal  is  depleting  their  sole  source  aquifer  in  a 
desert  environment  and  causing  many  of  the  wells  in  the  region  to  go 
dry.  You  can  frequently  see  animals  standing  by  wells  that  offer  them 
no  water,  some  even  dying  from  lack  of  access  to  water. 

The  BIA  is  going  to  the  elders  homes  armed  with  semi-automatic 
weapons  - repeatedly  telling  them  that  they  are  trespassing  on  Hopi 
lands.  And  the  BIA  is  being  assisted  by  Navajo  Nation  officials  who 
visit  the  elders  homes  calling  them  mother  and  grandmother.  They  are 
eating  their  food,  then  telling  them  to  turn  over  their  livestock  counts 
to  the  BIA  and  if  they  do  not  reduce  their  herds  their  animals  will  get 
confiscated . 

The  Navajo  Nation  has  admitted  in  a Inter  Governmental  Relations  (IGR) 
Resolution  dated  February  2,  given  to  the  UN  Commission  on  Human  Rights 
on  February  3,  that  over  100  families  never  signed  the  Accommodation 
Agreement  and  an  undetermined  number,  (which  we  believe  includes  hundreds), 
has  never  been  included  in  any  census. 

Furthermore,  the  IGR  stated  that  they  believed  the  Agreement  violates 
Dineh  religious  and  human  rights.  What  they  did  not  submit  to  the  UN  was 
their  Resolution  passed  in  October,  1997  stating  that  they  believed  that 
an  excessive  use  of  force  was  used  by  Navajo  officials  to  obtain  these 
signatures  and  they  would  conduct  an  investigation. 

This  Resolution  was  submitted  by  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  to  the  UN  and  a 
grassroots  investigation  was  conducted  - what  it  demonstrated  was  Forgery, 
fraud,  threats,  intimidation  and  lies  by  Navajo  Nation  officials  and  the 
US  Department  of  Justice  coerced  many  signatures  on  the  75-year  agreement 
and  the  Hopi  Tribe  received  50.2  million  dollars  from  the  US  government 
in  settlement  of  all  outstanding  lawsuits  against  them  by  the  Hopi 
Tribe,  25  million  dollars  of  this  was  dependent  upon  signatures  obtained 
>from  those  on  list  A,  referred  to  as  head  of  households. 

Hundreds  of  testimonies  documenting  this  abuse  was  submitted  to  the  UN 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  and  the  US  Congress.  Kee  Shay  received  2 
trespassing  notices  on  his  hogan  (home).  Oscar  Whitehair  was  threatened 
with  having  his  house  burned  down.  Huck  and  Genevieve  Greyeyes  were 
lied  to. . . . 

The  Navajo  Nation  instead  of  defending  their  people  has  been  targeting 
them  for  livestock  reduction  to  the  BIA  because  as  they  state,  the  Hopi 
do  not  yet  have  full  jurisdiction  over  Hopi  Partition  Lands.  However, 
if  this  is  so,  how  can  the  Hopi  Tribe  authorize  the  BIA  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Navajo  Nation  to  conduct  these  campaigns  of  terror? 

The  elders  are  afraid  of  what  the  Hopi  tribe  has  in  mind  for  them  as 
their  landlord  if  these  actions  are  being  condoned  even  before  they  have 
seized  full  control  over  Hopi  Partition  Lands  - which  will  not  happen 
until  1999. 

And  after  this  time,  under  the  terms  of  the  Agreement  the  Dineh  are 


offered  no  avenue  of  appeal  other  than  in  a Hopi  tribal  court  - denied 
a jury  of  their  peers  - denied  the  ability  to  vote  in  Hopi  elections  - 
denied  a voice  in  the  creation  of  numerous  Hopi  laws  and  ordinances 
under  which  they  are  forced  to  live  - denied  their  basic  human  rights 
and  religious  freedom  - their  right  to  livelihood,  security  of  home, 
person  and  property. 

These  are  supposed  to  be  unalienable  Constitutional  rights  guaranteed 
to  every  US  citizen.  Instead  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  tribal  councils  to 
demonstrate  that  there  is  no  land  dispute  when  it  comes  to  sharing 
Peabody  Coal  mining  revenues  have  been  meeting  with  Peabody  Coal 
Company  officials  behind  closed  doors  allowing  them  to  destroy  ancient 
Anasazi  and  Dineh  cemeteries  and  sacred  sites  that  lie  in  the  path  of 
expanding  mining  operations. 

And  Peabody  Coal  Company  not  wanting  it  to  appear  that  they  are 
relocating  the  elders  use  the  Navajo  Nation  as  their  agents  - who  visit 
elders  homes  and  threaten  them  with  eminent  domain  if  they  do  not 
relocate . 

This  aggressive  campaign  by  the  US  government  is  being  conducted 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Hopi  tribe  and  the  Navajo  Nation  in  a 
concerted  effort  to  freeze  and  starve  the  people  off  their  sacred  land 
to  ensure  the  continuation  of  coal  mining  activities. 

And  in  flagrant  disregard  of  numerous  US  laws  and  Dineh  religion, 
this  desecration  is  continuing  during  a United  Nations  investigation 
of  religious  intolerance. 

Ataid  Lake  has  witnessed  her  cemeteries  and  sacred  shrines  destroyed, 
human  remains  unearthed.  She  was  forced  to  stand  by  powerless  and 
threatened  with  jail  for  interfering  with  the  operations  of  Peabody 
bulldozers . 

Ancient  Anasazi  pottery  shards  lay  scattered  with  human  remains  that 
were  left  behind  in  a bulldozed  field  by  Ataid  Lake.  They  did  not  even 
bother  to  take  the  rake  they  used  with  them.  A kiva  containing  28 
Anasazi  burials,  the  largest  find  of  its  kind  in  the  region  was 
bulldozed  in  Dune  and  is  now  under  tons  of  dirt. 

The  drag  line  is  currently  100  yards  from  an  occupied  dwelling  and  a 
few  feet  away  from  a ceremonial  site  where  many  fire  dances  were 
conducted.  Peabody  Coal  Company  says  the  area  is  uninhabited. 

The  Hopi  Tribe  told  Peacekeeping  Brigades  International  (PBI),  an 
NGO  that  visited  the  region,  that  there  is  currently  in  place  a 20  year 
moratorium  on  all  mining  activities  on  HPL.  But  in  flagrant  disregard 
of  this  directive  they  are  currently  100  yards  from  sacred  springs  - a 
year  round  water  resource  planed  there  by  Medicine  people  - on  Glenna 
Begay's  customary  use  area. 

According  to  Dudith  Nies,  author  of  "A  Chronology  of  Native  American 
History",  she  states  that  over  4,000  ancient  Anasazi  cliff  houses, 
sacred  sites  and  burial  sites  in  the  region  have  already  been  destroyed. 

These  elders  who  request  your  support  regularly  confront  Peabody 
Bulldozers  and/or  the  BIA.  Some  are  affected  by  relocation  by  Peabody 
Coal.  Some  by  the  US  government.  Some  by  both. 

We  urge  you  to  travel  to  Black  Mesa  to  demonstrate  your  support  for  the 
Dineh  elders.  Please  call:  (520)  673-3461  for  travel  directions.  Most 
of  the  elders  living  in  this  remote  region  do  not  speak,  read  or  write 
English  and  they  have  asked  for  your  support  now  and  for  your  commitment 
to  come  for  a minimum  of  1 month. 

The  Dineh  resisters  have  been  denied  any  ability  to  fix  their  homes  and 
build  new  homes  for  32  years  due  to  a US  government  imposed  construction 
freeze  denying  them  all  services  and  infra-structure  development.  So  we 
ask  that  you  come  prepared.  There  is  no  electricity,  phones  or  running 
water . 

We  ask  that  you  come  in  pairs  and  be  as  self-sufficient  as  possible  - 
equipped  if  possible  with  4-wheel  drive  vehicles,  scanners,  two-way 
radios,  cameras,  cam  corders,  flashlights,  drinking  water  and  canned 
goods . 

Any  food,  wood  hauling,  hay  and  feed  drives  that  you  can  organize  will 
be  greatly  appreciated.  The  home  of  Glenna  Begay,  where  the  UN  visit 
took  place  will  serve  as  your  base  camp. 


You  will  be  on  Black  Mesa  at  the  invitation  of  the  elders  and  under 
their  guidance.  There  will  be  some  training  in  civil  disobedience  and 
you  will  be  directed  to  the  home  of  particular  elders  or  rove  as 
security  patrol  in  response  to  what  best  suits  your  particular  skills. 

If  you  want  to  tell  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Indian  agency  to  stop 
perpetrating  elder  abuse  please  call  the  Hopi  Agency's  Branch  of  Land 
Operations  at:  (520)  738-2225. 

We  will  keep  you  as  updated  as  we  can.  We  urgently  need  your  support 
now  to  stop  the  BIA. 

The  Dineh  people  believe  that  it  is  here  that  the  battle  for  land 
rights  for  Indigenous  people  must  be  won. 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
Text  of  letter  from  the: 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
Hopi  Agency 
P.0.  Box  158 
Kearns  Canyon,  AZ  86034 
(520)  738-2249 

September  17,  1998,  received  via  certified  mail:  September  27,  1998 
Dear  Rena  Babbitt  Lane, 

Linder  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Settlement  Act 
of  1996  and  the  Accommodation  Agreement,  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  authorized 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  issue  temporary  livestock  grazing  permits 
for  this  year.  Your  allocation  is  based  on  he  information  submitted  to 
the  Hopi  Tribe  by  the  Navajo  Nation  as  required  under  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  the  Act  and  the  Accommodation  Agreement. 

Until  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  assumed  jurisdiction  over  the  Hopi  Partitioned 
Lands,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Hopi  Agency,  will  issue  your  1999 
grazing  permit.  If  you  have  livestock  in  excess  of  your  allocation 
after  October  5,  1998,  they  will  be  considered  in  trespass  and  subject 
to  impoundment. 

The  annual  Hopi  livestock  sale  is  scheduled  for  October  5,  1998  at 
Second  Mesa.  We  encourage  you  to  sell  excess  livestock  at  this  sale,  if 
you  have  not  already  disposed  of  them.  Livestock  will  be  accepted  at 
the  sales  facility  beginning  at  8:00  AM  on  Friday,  October  2,  1998. 
Livestock  will  not  be  accepted  after  6:00  PM  on  Sunday,  October  4,  1998. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  assistance  call  the  Hopi  Agency's 
Branch  of  Land  Operations  at:  (520)  738-2225. 

Sincerely, 

Unreadable  name 
Acting  Superintendent 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : We  Don't  Want  the  Accommodation  Agreement"  

Date:  Tue,  6 Oct  1998  10:30:46  -0700 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 


Sub j : URGENT  Big  Mt.  info 

Original  Message 

From:  Seneca2  <seneca3@webtv. net> 

Date:  Sunday,  October  04,  1998  5:00  PM 
Sub j : Fwd:  URGENT  Big  Mt . info 

UUCP  email 

Flere  is  a message  from  Rena  Babbit  Lane  (Elder),  and  Marsha  who  is 
working  with  several  translators  in  Glenna  Begay's  (Elder)  family.  I am 
sorry  for  the  spelling  but  I had  to  retype  the  fax  because  of  a temporary 
lack  of  e-mail  on  Big  Mountain.  I have  left  the  grammar  untouched  as  the 
translations  are  as  accurate  as  possible- 

Mauro  Oliveira  - SOL  Communications 

Recent  confrontations  of  Dineh  elders  and  their  representatives  with  the 
BIA  and  their  voice  on  the  Big  Mountain  list  serving  as  a network  for  the 
dissemination  of  information,  is  a responsible  for  exposing  what  the  BIA  was 
planning  to  do-conduct  massive  livestock  impoundments  on  Black  Mesa  beginning 
on  October  5,  1998. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  does  not  want  their  actions  again 
the  Dineh  elders  to  be  observed.  They  would  rather  confiscate  Dineh 
livestock  unobserved  by  the  outside  world.  In  an  attempt  to  stop 
supporters  from  traveling  to  Black  Mesa  to  support  the  elders.  The  Navajo 
Times  just  published  an  article  entitled  "no  impoundment  planned  for  HPL 
livestock  says  BIA". 

And  while  the  BIA  says  that  they  will  not  impound  livestock  belonging  to 
permit  holders  beginning  on  Oct  5,  the  majority  Dineh  resistors  do  not 
have  Flopi  permits  nor  do  they  recognize  the  validity  of  Hopi  jurisdiction 
over  them.  They  have  their  old  Navajo  permits.  These  people  are  still 
subject  to  impound  by  the  BIA  at  anytime. 

For  those  that  do  hold  Flopi  permits,  they  are  being  told  that  they  can 
only  have  a total  of  20  to  o40  sheep  units-  between  sheep,  horses,  cows, 
goats.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  BIA  that  these  people  will  sell  off  their 
livestock  in  fear  of  seizure  even  though  these  are  starvation  tactics 
used  against  them 

Winter  is  coming  and  the  Dineh  people  are  depended  upon  their  livestock 
for  their  survival.  The  amount  of  livestock  permitted  is  well  below  the 
amount  that  they  need  to  sustain  their  lives. 

The  elders  are  afraid  of  El  Nino  effects  predicting  a harsh  winter-  not 
even  allowed  to  cut  firewood  to  heat  their  homes  or  to  fix  their  homes  in 
preparation  for  winter.  They  still  need  your  help  to  support  them,  stand 
by  them  and  help  them.  Many  of  these  elders-grandparents  and  great  grand 
parents  are  afraid  of  the  harassment  of  the  BIA  officials  that  come  to 
their  homes  armed  with  semi-automatic  weapons  to  count  their  livestock 
and  tell  them  that  they  must  sell  their  livestock  or  they  will  get 
impounded-  if  not  today  then  tomorrow  or  next  week  when  no  supporters 
are  around  to  witness  their  actions.  The  elders  still  urge  you  to  travel 
Black  Mesa  with  truckloads  of  Hay,  feed  and  building  materials-  to  help 
them  hold  on.  They  also  urge  you  to  help  fund  a Dineh  delegation  to  travel 
to  United  Nations  in  early  November  to  respond  to  the  UN  commission  on 
Human  Rights  on  the  United  States. 

Rena  Babbitt  Lane  is  one  of  many  elders  that  is  afraid  of  what  the  BIA 
will  do  to  her  and  what  life  will  be  like  if  the  Hopi  tribe  is  able  to 
gain  full  jurisdiction  over  them  on  January  1st  1999-  when  their  only 
avenue  is  of  appeal  in  a Hopi  court,  denied  a jury  of  their  peers,  denied 
their  basic  constitutional  rights.  They  are  afraid  because  all  that  they 
have  seen-  even  before  the  Hopi  have  full  jurisdiction  is  threats, 
intimidation  and  continued  violation  of  their  rights-  repeatedly  told 
that  they  and  their  livestock  are  trespassing  on  Hopi  lands. 

Rena  Babbit  Lane  has  submitted  detailed  statements  to  the  UN  Commission  on 
Human  Rights  and  the  US  congress  describing  how  she  was  beaten  up  by  the  BIA 
and  suffers  from  numerous  mental  and  physical  wounds,  including  a broken 
wrist  when  she  tried  to  prevent  her  livestock  from  being  confiscated.  She  is 
also  one  of  many  elders  that  talks  about  the  lies,  threats  and  intimidation 


tactics  that  has  been  used  against  hen. 

She  states  in  her  withdrawal  letter  from  the  75  year  lease  accommodation 
agreement  submitted  to  the  UN  Commission  on  Human  Rights,  President 
Milton  Bluehouse  of  the  Navajo  nation  and  chairman  Wayne  Taylor  of  the 
Hopi  Tribe, 

"Many  of  our  elders  have  died  from  the  effects  of  warfare,  we  call  the 
relocation  mental  syndrome.  For  we  who  are  elders,  we  are  in  need  of 
housing,  health  clinics,  the  ability  to  drive  on  maintained  roads  and  have 
access  to  water.  We  call  what  we  jendure  psychological  warfare.  We  even  need 
outhouses  and  live  without  bathrooms. > 

I never  had  a formal  education  and  do  not  speak,  read  or  write  English. 

My  husband  and  I have  6 boys,  3 girls,  13  grandchildren,  6 great  grand 
children  and  they  keep  growing.  There  is  nothing  for  them  in  the  75  year 
lease,  the  accommodation  agreement  and  life  under  Hopi  jurisdiction.  When 
they  all  come  we  don't  have  space  for  all  of  them.  We  used  to  have  a 
house  but  the  Hopi  took  it  down  and  put  a barbed  wired  fence  in  so  we 
can't  get  over  there. 

I was  told  that  I signed  the  agreement  but  if  my  name  was  there  they 
forged  my  name  or  used  fraud.  How  could  I have  signed  if  I cannot  write 
my  name?  I do  not  even  know  how  my  name  is  spelled.  I use  my  thumb  if  I 
have  to  sign  my  name  and  I never  did  this.  I do  this  on  all  the  documents 
that  I have  to  sign.  But  the  officials  say  that  I signed  the  agreement.  I 
do  not  have  any  paperwork  saying  that  I signed  the  agreement. 

The  officials  were  trying  to  bribe  us  to  sign  the  agreement.  The  US 
government  department  of  Dustice,  Hopi  and  Navajo  tribal  officials,  came 
to  our  homes  to  tell  us  that  we  have  no  choice  and  the  accommodation 
agreement  is  a good  way  of  planning.  But  they  are  lying.  Not  having  an 
education  I wonder  how  they  can  bribe  us  like  we  will  get  a new  house, 
that  our  livestock  will  not  get  impounded. 

We  are  being  allowed  to  have  40  units  between  sheep,  horses,  cows  and 
goats.  If  we  have  20  sheep,  the  other  half  only  allows  us  2 horses  and  2 
cows  at  five  units  for  one  horse  or  one  cow.  That  is  not  enough  for  a 
family.  They  are  telling  me  that  they  are  going  to  impound  the  remaining 
livestock.  Is  this  what  the  agreement  is  about?  We  are  uneducated.  Dineh- 
that  is  our  way  of  life,  leave  in  peaceful  way,  happy.  At  the  same  time 
we  suffer.  We  are  70  years  old.  Who  is  going  to  hire  us  for  a job?  Our 
livestock  is  the  way  we  survive.  But  we  never  excepted  this  permit.  We 
have  our  old  permit  from  the  Navajo  nation.  No  such  thing  as  Hopi  permit 
or  branding  so  what  is  going  to  protect  us? 

I want  to  live  here.  This  is  the  place  I love.  We  have  been  threatened, 
intimidated,  harassed  and  lied  to  and  tricked.  Before  the  deadline  date 
on  March  31  1997,  they  said  they  would  throw  my  possessions  away,  bulldoze 
my  home  and  confiscate  my  livestock.  But  still  I live  here. 

The  officials  came  to  give  us  3 acre  marks.  They  were  doing  a survey  and 
I told  them  to  leave.  I did  not  want  it  so  they  came  again  to  Bribe  me. 

They  offered  me  3 acres  , a house,  water  and  other  promises.  These 
promises  have  never  been  met  for  anyone.  They  don't  even  have  the  money 
resources  to  help  us  get  new  homes  or  fix  our  homes  or  have  access  to 
water.  I have  to  haul  water  for  our  livestock  three  times  a day  sometimes- 
16  miles  each  way  over  very  rough  unmaintained  dirt  roads.  The 
rangers  never  even  bring  us  water  or  hay,  or  horse  feed,  they  only  tell 
us  they  do  not  have  the  funds  to  fix  our  home  and  they  want  to  impound 
our  livestock.  We  were  told  that  if  we  signed  we  could  use  the  land  the 
way  we  want.  All  broken  promises.  Bribes  to  collect  to  signatures  during 
the  deadline  date. 

We  look  at  the  livestock  as  our  relatives.  We  have  prayers  for  them.  It 
is  not  a business.  This  is  how  we  survive.  But  if  you  allow  me  only  to 
have  six  sheep  and  I have  an  Enemy  Way  ceremony  as  I am  currently  a 
patient  in  ceremony-  I would  have  to  give  away  six  sheep.  And  when  the 
children  come  and  we  butcher.  If  they  give  me  20  sheep  that  is  nothing. 

We  need  sheep  for  our  ceremonies,  birthdays,  and  families  for  major 
holidays.  Always  other  people  want  to  buy  sheep  from  us.  This  is  the  way 
we  survive  and  pay  for  the  gas  we  use  to  haul  our  water.  We  want  to  be 
able  to  survive. 

We  don't  want  the  accommodation  agreement.  We  withdraw  our  name  from  the 


accommodation  agreement.  We  don't  want  it  and  we  don't  like  it.  So 
therefore,  am  not  bound  to  a 3 acre  homesite  or  a Hopi  grazing  permit 
and  other  permit  restrictions . 

I stand  on  my  human  rights  and  rights  to  my  land.  I pray  you  hear  our 
concerns . " 


"RE : Salish-Kootenai  Tribal  Forest  Plan"  

Sub j : Flathead  Reservation  Develops  Innovative  Management  Plan 
Date:  10/4/98  9:34:33  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  news@wildrockies .org  (Wild  Rockies  InfoNet) 

List  Admin  note: 

The  following  story  about  the  Salish-Kootenai  Tribal  Forest  Plan  shows  how 
an  innovative  approach  to  forestry,  unencumbered  by  mainstream  American 
values,  can  produce  management  options  that  are  truly  unique.  It  gives  a 
whole  new  meaning  to  "ecosystem  management."  While  a preferred  alternative 
has  not  yet  been  tagged,  when  the  final  EIS  is  released,  we'll  update  you 
on  its  provisions. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Char-Koosta  News,  October  2,  1998 

Tribal  Forest  Management  Plan  nears  completion 

by  B. L.  Azure 

PABLO,  MT  --  The  Salish-Kootenai  Tribal  Forest  Management  Plan  (FMP)  has 
been  years  in  the  making  and  it's  about  to  bear  fruit.  And  because  of  its 
adaptive  nature  it  will  guide  tribal  forest  managers  well  into  the  next 
century,  according  to  the  leader  of  the  inter-disciplinary  (ID)  team 
charged  with  creating  the  document. 

Team  leader  David  Rockwell  said  recently  that  the  ID  team  is  putting  the 
final  touches  on  the  draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  internal 
review  by  mid-November.  Following  the  review  is  a tentatively  scheduled 
December  presentation  of  the  administrative  document  to  the  Tribal  Council 
for  their  comments,  suggested  changes  and  blessing. 

Once  okayed  by  the  Council,  the  FMP  will  be  ready  for  a 60-day  public 
review  and  comment  period  beginning  in  mid-3anuary,  Rockwell  said.  What 
the  public  will  have  to  comment  on  is  a forest  management  document  that  is 
"in  some  respects,  a significant  departure  from  the  way  forests  were 
managed  in  the  past,"  he  said.  The  departure  is  part  of  a national  forest 
management  philosophy  that  recognizes  other  forest  values  besides  resource 
production  and  also  recognizes  and  attempts  to  remedy  the  effects  of  fire 
suppression  in  the  forests. 

"The  way  we  look  at  forests  is  significantly  different  under  the  eco 
system  management  approach,"  Rockwell  said.  "The  main  focus  under  the  eco- 
system approach  becomes  restoring  the  natural  structure  to  the  forest  that 
have  been  lost  through  fire  exclusion,  silviculture  and  past  forest 
practices.  It  is  a broader  view  of  the  landscape  that  focuses  on  the 
diversity  of  the  forest  structure." 

In  order  to  restore  the  natural  structure,  forest  managers  will  attempt 
to  mimic  Mother  Nature's  "natural  disturbance  regimes"  as  much  as  possible, 
Rockwell  said.  The  main  natural  disturbance  regime  is  fire,  which,  along 
with  silviculture  practices,  will  be  used  to  get  forests  back  to  a more 
healthy  situation.  Years  of  fire  suppression  has  created  dense  forests 
with  thick  underbrush  that  are  out  of  balance  with  their  natural 
development.  Many  of  the  nation's  forests  are  ripe  for  catastrophic  fires 
that  can  render  forest  lands  sterile  for  years  before  recovering. 

Through  eco-system  management,  tribal  forest  managers  hope  to  restore 
historic  forest  structures  that  are  stable  and  sustainable.  The  FMP  offers 
the  Tribal  Council  five  management  alternatives  to  manage  tribal  forests. 
The  FMP  inter-disciplinary  team  has  not  picked  a preferred  alternative. 

Full  restoration  would  attempt  to  restore,  to  the  maximum  extent 
possible,  conditions  that  existed  prior  to  European  settlement  while 
optimizing  historic  wildlife  habitat  and  diversity  while  maintaining  a 
natural  appearing  landscape. 

Modified  restoration  would  restore  the  forest  to  more  natural  conditions 


and  to  allow  natural  processes  to  function  in  the  forest. 

Restoration  with  an  emphasis  on  commodity  production  would  maximize 
tribal  income  and  employment  by  emphasizing  wood  products  and  production 
through  the  use  of  intensive  forest  management  methods,  while  attempting 
to  restore  natural  or  pre-European  conditions. 

No  action  would  be  a continuance  of  forest  management  practices  that 
existed  under  the  old  forest  management  plan  that  was  affective  from  1982 
to  1991. 

Custodial  would  maintain  or  enhance  forest  health  and  tribal  employment 
opportunities  through  low  intensity,  custodial  forest  management,  i.e., 
low-volume  salvage  logging. 

Tribal  forest  management  plans  are  usually  redone  every  10  years, 

Rockwell  said.  However,  the  latest  plan  can  serve  well  longer  than  that 
because  of  its  adaptive  nature  that  allows  management  adjustments  to  reach 
goals  if  projections  aren't  realized.  "It's  not  written  in  stone,"  he  said. 
"The  goals  may  stay  the  same  but  how  we  get  there  may  be  altered." 

To  reach  the  goals  through  management  strategies  the  ID  team  looked  at 
the  kind  of  forest  structure  that  existed  prior  to  European  settlement  - 
the  conditions  under  which  plant  and  animal  communities  evolved;  analyzed 
the  conditions  that  exist  today;  asked  what  activities  are  sustainable  and 
desirable;  and  developed  objectives  to  maintain  and  restore  a forest 
structure  that  more  closely  resembles  the  structure  in  which  the  eco- 
systems evolved. 

In  developing  the  plan  the  ID  team  used  spacial  analysis,  computer 
modeling  and  the  Geographic  Information  System  (satellite  photos).  They 
also  used  the  Integrated  Resource  Management  approach  of  focusing  on 
processes  and  relationships  between  resources  rather  than  focusing  on  the 
individual  resource  rather  than  focus  on  forest  structure  rather  than 
commodity  output.  The  hope  is  to  restore  the  forest  to  a condition  that 
more  closely  resembles  pre-contact  forests. 

The  ID  team  is  comprised  of  people  specializing  in  silviculture,  plant 
ecology,  fire/fuels,  landscape,  wildlife  biology,  hydrology,  fisheries, 
recreation,  soils  and  range,  Salish  and  Kootenai  culture  committees  and 
computerized  mapping. 

Their  goals  are  to:  strengthen  tribal  sovereignty  and  self-sufficiency 
through  good  forest  management;  manage  forest  eco-systems  to  include 
natural  processes  and  to  balance  cultural,  spiritual,  economic,  social  and 
environmental  values;  adopt  a process  which  accommodates  changes  in  tribal 
values  and  resources;  facilitate  tribal  member  involvement  in  forest 
stewardship;  provide  sustained  yield  of  forest  products  and  maintain  or 
enhance  forest  health;  develop  options  for  managing  land  use  conflicts; 
provide  perpetual  economic  benefits  of  labor,  profit  and  products  for 
local  communities;  manage  forested  eco-systems  to  protect  and  enhance 
biological  diversity;  provide  a variety  of  natural  areas  that  tribal 
members  can  use  for  solitude,  cultural  activities  and  recreational 
pursuits;  work  cooperatively  with  adjacent  landowners  and  federal  agencies 
to  minimize  cumulative  impacts;  protect  human  life,  property  and  forest 
resources  through  fire  suppression  and  fuels  management;  and  to  comply 
with  tribal  and  federal  laws. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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"RE : innu  on  Environmental  Assessment"  

Date:  Sat,  3 Oct  1998  15:45:31  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : News:  Innu  Nation  on  EA 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 


Innu  seeks  larger  role  in  assessment  process  10/2/98 
BY  MICHAEL  MUSCHEID 


Special  to  The  Telegram 


The  Innu  Nation  wants  to  play  a larger  role  in  the  environmental 
assessment  processes  of  Canada  and  the  province. 

At  the  38th  annual  meeting  of  the  Canadian  Society  of  Environmental 
Biologists  in  St.  John's,  representatives  of  the  Innu  said  decisions  taken 
by  governments  concerning  land  they  claim  in  Labrador  and  eastern  Quebec, 
which  they  call  Nitassinan,  rarely  reflect  Innu  interests,  hopes  and 
objectives . 

The  Innu  Nation,  with  a population  of  approximately  1,700,  is  seeking  to 
develop  an  alternative  assessment  approach,  based  on  Innu  values  and 
knowledge,  and  respectful  of  Innu  rights  to  make  decisions  about  land  and 
resources . 

Daniel  Ashini,  vice-president  of  the  Innu  Nation,  told  participants  his 
people  don't  pretend  to  have  the  answers  to  the  problems  of  environmental 
assessment,  but  are  well  aware  of  them,  and  know  where  they  want  to  go  to. 

"We  want  to  ensure  that  all  development  in  Nitassinan  respects  the 
environment,  so  that  the  culture  and  traditions,  the  wildlife,  and  the  clean 
water  and  air  that  the  Innu  people  have  counted  on  for  generations  will  not 
be  damaged." 

In  the  past,  environmental  assessment  processes  have  often  failed  to 
identify  the  cultural,  ecological  and  economic  issues  presented  by  projects 
in  ways  that  are  respectful  of  Innu  values  or  meaningful  to  Innu  people, 
Ashini  said.  His  people  have  been  bulldozed  enough,  so  that  many  Innu  now 
refuse  to  have  anything  to  do  with  environmental  assessment  at  all,  he 
added . 

As  an  example,  Ashini  mentioned  the  Innu's  problems  with  the  military 
jets  which  fly  over  their  camps,  "screaming  out  of  the  sky  just  above  the 
trees,  frightening  the  living  daylights  out  of  birds,  animals  and  Innu 
people  alike." 

Although  the  government  conducted  an  environmental  assessment  of  the 
impact  of  the  flights,  Ashini  said  the  panel  that  was  set  up  to  review  the 
project  ignored  the  comments  of  scientists  and  experts  hired  by  the  Innu. 

"They  dismissed  all  of  the  deficiencies  that  we  identified  in  the  studies 
that  the  military  had  done  to  justify  their  project,"  Ashini  said. 

As  a consequence,  the  Innu  refused  to  participate  further  in  the  process 
and  even  announced  that  they  were  going  to  refuse  to  participate  in  any 
further  environmental  assessment  process. 

Today,  the  Innu  have  changed  their  mind  - and  try  to  get  more  and  more 
involved  in  the  process  of  environmental  assessment.  Now  that  the  Voisey's 
Bay  project  has  hit  the  table,  the  Innu  have  at  least  reached  some  of 
their  targets. 

"We  were  able  to  include  a place  for  Innu  and  Inuit  knowledge.  We  were 
also  successful  in  getting  Canada  and  Newfoundland  to  recognize  the 
importance  of  the  precautionary  principle,  and  the  value  of  biodiversity 
and  ecological  integrity,"  Ashini  said. 

In  addition,  the  Innu  were  able  to  nominate  panel  members,  and  they 
participated  fully  in  selecting  and  appointing  them. 

At  present,  the  Innu  Nation  is  pursuing  the  development  of  an 
environmental  assessment  regime.  Highly  important  in  this  context  is  the 
Innu's  ecosystem-based  approach  to  environmental  impact  assessment  in 
which  ecological,  cultural  and  industrial  landscapes  play  an  important 
role. 

"Accurately  describing  the  ecological,  cultural  and  industrial  landscapes 
that  may  be  affected  by  a project  will  establish  the  proper  context  for 
impact  assessment,"  Larry  Innes,  environmental  adviser  of  the  Innu  Nation, 
told  the  participants  of  the  meeting. 

"What  we  are  proposing  here  is  not  an  analytical  approach  that  tries  to 
break  a complex  system  down  into  constituent  parts,  but  rather,  a synthetic 
or  holistic  approach  that  seeks  to  integrate  many  different  ways  of 
understanding  the  environment." 

"RE : Circle  of  Justice  Public  Notice" 


Date:  Fri,  2 Oct  1998  01:04:36  -0800 


From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Circle  of  Justice  Public  Notice 

1.  Circle  of  Justice  dismisses  Rev.  Annett 

2.  Annett  responds 

Forwarded  message: 

From:  "James  Michael  Craven"  <cravjm@ooi. clark.edu 
Organization:  Clark  College,  Vancouver  WA,  USA 
Date:  Mon,  28  Sep  1998  18:44:10  PST8PDT 
Subject:  (Fwd)  Circle  of  Justice  Public  Notice 

To  Whom  it  may  concern.  I was  contacted  by  the  Circle  of  Justice  on 
September  24th  and  told  that  Mr.  Kevin  Annett  had  been  dismissed  from  the 
COJ  on  September  23rd.  This  was  followed  by  faxes  sent  to  me  asking  that  I 
put  this  out  on  the  Internet  as  none  has  access  to  the  Internet  and  because 
the  Circle  of  Justice  feels  that  some  things  were  put  out  on  the  net  on 
which  they  had  not  voted  and  about  which  they  had  no  knowledge. 

The  headings  below  should  attest  to  when  this  was  originally  written  and 
sent  as  a draft  copy  pending  a full  vote  of  the  Circle  of  Justice  which 
they  required  before  full  release  on  all  aspects. 

The  following  was  approved  by  the  Circle  of  Justice  by  a unanimous  vote. 

I had  no  part  in  the  voting,  dismissal  and  edited  their  documents  for 
clarity  etc.  My  assistance  was  at  their  request  as  they  had  contacted  me 
about  their  concerns  and  I had  not  contacted  them  prior  to  their  contacting 
me  and  requesting  my  assistance. 

Jim  Craven 

DRAFT  COPY  NOW  A FINALIZED  AND  AUTHORIZED  COPY 
Forwarded  Message  Follows  

From:  "James  Michael  Craven"  <cravjm@ooi. clark.edu  Organization:  Clark 
College,  Vancouver  WA,  USA 

Date:  Sat,  26  Sep  1998  15:30:41  PST8PDT 
Subject:  Circle  of  Justice  Public  Notice 
Priority:  normal 

DRAFT  COPY  NOT  FOR  CIRCULATION  OR  PUBLICATION 
FINAL  AUTHORIZATION  FOR  PUBLICATION  PENDING 

For  Public  Distribution 

The  following  letter  is  a public  announcement  and  notice  by  the  Circle  of 
Justice  of  Vancouver,  B.C.  Canada  of  the  breaking  any  and  all  connections 
with  Mr.  Kevin  Annett  and  the  non-association  of  The  Circle  of  Justice  with 
the  activities  and  positions  of  Mr.  Annett  past,  present  and  future.  Anyone 
who  might  question  the  origin,  reasons  for  and  authenticity  of  this  letter 
may  contact  Amy  Talio  of  The  Circle  of  Justice  at  (604)  253-1891.  This 
letter  is  to  be  circulated  on  the  internet  to  all  newsgroups  on  which  Mr. 
Annett  posted  views  and  allegations  that  were  posted  noting  Mr.  Annett' s 
connections  with  The  Circle  of  Justice  and  thus  connecting  The  Circle  of 
Justice  with  views  and  allegations  about  which  the  members  knew  nothing, 
that  had  not  been  ratified  through  a vote  and  that  had  not  been  authorized 
for  Mr.  Annett  to  present  as  views  and  allegations  of  the  Circle  of 
Justice. 

The  Circle  of  Justice  September  23,  1998 
TO  KEVIN  ANNETT: 

We,  the  members  of  the  group  known  as  "The  Circle  of  Justice"  hereby  give 
you  notice  that  you  are  to  cease  any  statements,  implications  or 
representations  that  you  represent  our  group  in  any  capacity  or  have  any 
association  with  our  group.  We  also  hereby  give  you  notice  to  cease  the  use 
of  the  name  of  The  Circle  of  Justice  or  the  name  of  any  individual  of  the 
group  in  any  association  with  you  in  any  book,  newspaper,  on  the  internet, 
television  or  through  any  medium  or  in  any  conversations  or  representations 
with  anyone. 

We  also  give  notice  to  you  Kevin  Annett  to  cease  any  and  all  fundraising 


in  the  name  of  the  Circle  of  Dustice  and  to  turn  over  and  account  for  any 
monies  collected  in  the  name  of  The  Circle  of  Dustice  or  when  the  name  of 
The  Circle  of  Dustice  was  associated  with  your  name  in  any  way.  We  also 
demand  that  you  turn  over  any  and  all  materials  in  whatever  form  taken 
specifically  through  your  interviews  and  other  work  with  Survivors  of  the 
Canadian  Residential  Schools. 

Signed : 

Amy  Talio,  Interim  President 

Dim  Belcourt,  Interim  Treasurer 

Caroline  Nelson 

Irene  Starr 

Ethel  Wilson 

Dennis  Talio 

William  Quinn 

Sterling  Talio 

Rita  Blind 

Bill  of  Particulars  and  Concerns: 

As  you  well  know,  we  of  The  Circle  of  Dustice  are  firmly  committed  to 
justice  for  the  Canadian  Residential  School  Victims  and  indeed  are 
committing  to  the  cause  of  justice  for  all  victims.  With  respect  to 
Residential  School  Victims  and  in  solidarity  with  all  Victims  of  All 
Nations,  we  seek  to  have:  facts  uncovered;  true  stories  told;  lessons 
learned;  Victims  justly  compensated;  victimizers  exposed  and  punished;  true 
histories  told  and  written;  historical  and  present-day  injustices  and 
conditions  of  oppression  exposed  and  recognized;  educational  curricula 
changed  to  tell  the  truth  about  various  forms  and  instruments  of  oppression 
of  First  Nations  Peoples  and  other  Victims  of  Oppression;  past  and  present 
forms  and  instruments  of  genocide  recognized  and  eliminated;  support 
systems  for  Victims  suffering  trauma  from  Residential  School  abuses  and 
other  forms  of  abuse. 

Our  missions  and  goals  put  us  in  conflict  with  very  powerful  and  very  ugly 
forces  seeking  the  opposites  of  the  above-mentioned  missions.  These  forces 
are  very  determined,  in  positions  of  power  and  influence  and  possess 
resources  we  do  not  possess.  Therefore,  we  act  as  a democratic  collective 
because  what  each  does,  affects  the  security  and  welfare  of  the  others  as 
well  as  the  name,  credibility  and  effectiveness  of  the  Circle  of  Dustice  as 
an  organization.  For  these  reasons,  we  take  very  seriously  anything 
represented  or  done  by  any  member  of  the  Circle  of  Dustice,  in  the  name  of 
The  Circle  of  Dustice  that  has  not  been  democratically  discussed,  voted  on, 
ratified  and  authorized  by  the  organization.  Further  we  take  very  seriously 
any  allegations  or  documentation  of  unethical,  disruptive,  divisive  or 
destructive  behavior  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  The  Circle  of  Dustice 
especially  when  such  behavior  has  been  done  in  the  name  of  The  Circle  of 
Dustice  as  a whole. 

You  were  asked  to  attend  a meeting  of  The  Circle  of  Dustice  on  Wednesday, 
September  23,  1998.  You  said  that  you  would  attend  that  meeting  but  would 
be  late.  In  fact,  not  only  did  you  fail  to  attend  that  meeting,  you  failed 
to  call  and  notify  anyone  waiting  to  see  you  that  you  would  not  attend  and 
failed  to  contact  the  members  for  some  time  after  that.  You  routinely  sign 
your  name  on  the  internet  as  associated  with  the  Circle  of  Dustice  but 
showed  contempt  and  arrogance  when  requested  to  attend  a meeting  to  discuss 
matters  critical  to  the  survival,  effectiveness,  missions  and  credibility 
of  The  Circle  of  Dustice. 

Had  you  attended  that  meeting  on  September  23,  1998,  you  would  have  been 
confronted  with  and  given  an  opportunity  to  respond  to  the  following 
allegations  with  supporting  documentation: 

a)  That  you  have  repeatedly  in  print  and  in  word  represented  certain  views, 
allegations  and  representations  as  having  been  voted  on  ratified  and 
supported  by  The  Circle  of  Dustice  that  in  fact  had  never  been  brought 
before  the  Circle  of  Dustice  or  voted  on  or  authorized  by  the  Collective  as 
positions  of  the  Circle  of  Dustice; 

b)  That  you  have  repeatedly  in  print  and  word  spread  unproven  gossip, 
conversations  given  in  confidence  for  reasons  of  security,  information, 
sources  of  information  and  ongoing  investigations  that  could  compromise  and 


has  compromised  First  Nations  activists  and  certain  struggles  and 
activities; 

c)  That  you  have  repeatedly  in  print  and  in  word,  slandered  and  libelled, 
without  evidence,  trusted  and  dedicated  First  Nations  activists  ( who  dared 
to  disagree  with  you  or  pose  some  penetrating  and  tough  questions)  with 
summarily-declared  labels  like"RCMP  agents"  or  "The  Eyes  and  Ears  of  the 
RCMP"  or  "Government-paid  stooges"  and  with  no  regard  to  the  damages  done 
to  them  personally  or  to  the  struggles  of  which  they  have  been  trusted  and 
effective  instruments; 

d)  That  you  have  summarily  and  for  purposes  of  self-promotion,  assigned  to 
yourself  and  used  in  print  and  in  word  non-existent  titles  like  "Advisor", 
Chief  Researcher"  (we  have  not  seen  even  one  piece  of  your  research), 

"Chief  Expert  Witness  to  the  Vancouver  Tribunal"  and  others  that  were 
neither  authorized  nor  voted  on  and  ratified  by  the  Circle  of  Justice; 

e)  That  you  have  summarily  and  without  authorization  or  vote/ratification 
by  the  Circle  of  Justice,  using  The  Circle  of  Justice  as  your  authority  and 
base,  declared  for  yourself  self-conducted  and  self-declared  supposed 
missions  with  unstated  goals  and  objectives  to  organizations  like  Amnesty 
International  in  London; 

f)  That  you  have  in  word  and  print  designated  yourself  as  the  sole  contact 
person  for  raising  monies  to  support  the  work  of  The  Circle  of  Justice  and 
given  no  accounting  or  release  to  the  Circle  of  Justice,  certain  donations 
known  to  have  been  specifically  raised  and  designated  for  use  by  the  Circle 
of  Justice  as  a whole; 

g)  That  you  have  demanded  of  others  to  release  to  you  and  not  others  of  the 
Circle  of  Justice,  tapes,  personal  testimonies  and  other  materials 
associated  with  abuses  of  Residential  School  Victims  that  were  not  properly 
released  for  general  use  by  those  who  had  them  in  their  possession  and, 
when  asked  the  same  of  you,  for  tapes  and  other  materials  of  Residential 
School  Abuse  Victims  in  your  possession,  you  have  delayed  and  obstructed 
release  of  those  materials  back  to  those  who  have  legitimately  requested 
them  and  suffer  daily  wondering  how  they  might  be  used  by  you; 

h)  That  in  print  and  in  word  you  have  raised  monies  designated  to  send 
Victims  of  Residential  School  Abuse  to  Geneva,  given  no  notice  that  you,  a 
non-victim  of  Residential  School  Abuse  planned  to  use  some  of  the  monies  to 
send  yourself,  and  that  you  have  conflicting  accounts  of  the  actual  amounts 
raised  and  given  no  actual  accounting  of  monies  raised,  by  whom  they  were 
donated  and  how  many  Victims  could  be  sent  to  give  representations  to  UN 
bodies  about  Canadian  Residential  School  Abuse  and  Genocide  in  Canada; 

i)  That  in  print  and  in  word,  you  have  released  the  names  of  Circle  of 
Justice  Members  and  allies,  and  sensitive  and  confidential  conversations 
that  could  compromise  the  security  and  welfare  of  others  if  released, 
without  authorization  or  vote  by  The  Circle  of  Justice; 

j)  That  you  have  sought  inside  and  sensitive  information  from  Residential 
School  Victims  and  their  allies  and  given  no  sensitive  and  needed 
information  in  your  possession  in  return,  in  order  to  inflate  an  image  and 
public  perception  of  your  own  degree  and  depth  of  involvement  in  the  Circle 
of  Justice  and  various  struggles  and  investigations; 

k)  That  members  of  The  Circle  of  Justice  have  left  the  Collective  and  given 
as  their  reason,  problems  with  what  they  considered  to  be  opportunism, 
self-promotion,  duplicity  and  disruptions  on  your  part; 

It  is  our  honest  opinion,  formed  on  the  basis  of  evidence  and  without 
malice,  that  the  above  allegations  are  warranted  and/or  have  enough  merit 
that  we  have  no  choice  but  to  act.  We  believe  that  you  sensed  what  the 
meeting  on  September  23,  1998  was  to  be  about- -to  present  and  give  you  an 
opportunity  to  attempt  to  rebut  these  charges- -and  we  know  that  you  made 
several  calls  to  attempt  to  find  out  what  the  meeting  was  to  be  about,  and 
sensing  the  possibilities,  simply  summarily  avoided  hearing  and  answering 
these  charges  after  first  promising  that  you  would  attend  the  meeting. 

We  invite  you  at  any  time  to  answer  these  allegations  in  writing  and  we 
will  acknowledge  any  allegations  found  not  to  be  substantiated,  but  in  as 
much  as  so  much  is  on  the  line  and  our  work  and  credibility  and  membership 
are  suffering  as  a result  of  these  allegations,  we  have  no  choice  but  to 
act  based  on  our  opinion  that  you  have  been  apprised/are  aware  of  these 


allegations  and  have  chosen  to  respond  not  by  attending  a meeting  to  answer 

them  or  with  counter-evidence,  but  rather  with  slander  and  accusations 

against  anyone  who  dared  raise  them  with  you  and  invite  responses  from  you. 

Signed 

Amy  Talio 

Dim  Belcourt 

Caroline  Nelson 

Irene  Starr 

Ethel  Wilson 

Dennis  Talio 

William  Quinn 

Sterling  Talio 

Rita  Blind 

Comments/Revisions  Invited, 
lames  Craven 

Dept,  of  Economics, Clark  College 

1800  E.  McLoughlin  Blvd.  Vancouver,  WA.  98663 

jcraven@clark.edu;  Tel:  (360)  992-2283  Fax:  992-2863 


Forwarded  message: 

Date:  Mon,  28  Sep  1998  17:16:44  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Kevin  Daniel  Annett  <kdannett@interchange.ubc.ca> 

To:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

Subject:  Update  on  the  residential  school  atrocity  investigations 

for  your  networks,  from  the  Truth  and  lustice  Commission,  formerly  The 
Circle  of  lustice  (Vancouver) 

Circle  of  lustice  Widens  to  Become  Permanent  Truth  Commission 

Vancouver  - In  an  effort  to  broaden  the  scope  and  base  of  the  ongoing 
investigation  into  medical  experiments,  murder  and  other  horrors  at  native 
residential  schools,  the  Circle  of  lustice  has  dissolved  and  its  members 
have  been  encouraged  to  become  part  of  a permanent  Truth  and  lustice 
Commission,  which  is  being  established  in  Vancouver,  B.C. 

The  Circle  of  lustice  had  never  formally  constituted  itself  as  an 
organization,  but  functioned  as  a loose  network  of  victims  of  residential 
schools  and  their  supporters.  Accordingly,  it  was  felt  that  a more 
permanent  and  formal  body  was  needed  to  take  survivors'  testimonies  and 
document  the  atrocities  because  of  their  magnitude  and  the  complicity  of 
government,  church,  police  and  native  organizations  in  serious  wrongdoing. 

The  new  Truth  and  lustice  Commission  will  honour  the  request  of  those 
who  have  given  testimonies,  written  and  spoken,  to  the  International 
Tribunal  into  residential  schools,  and  will  take  responsibility  for  this 
evidence  to  ensure  that  it  is  used  to  bring  the  full  truth  of  the 
residential  schools  to  public  light. 

In  this  regard.  Reverend  Kevin  Annett  will  continue  in  his  delegated 
role  as  the  archivist,  researcher  and  advisor  with  this  investigation,  and 
will  hold  survivors'  testimonies  and  other  evidence  in  trust, 
confidentiality,  and  safety. 

In  a statement  released  today.  Reverend  Annett  said, 

"I  state  again  that  I have  not  used,  and  will  not  use  any  of  the 
testimonies  given  to  me  by  residential  school  survivors  for  my  own  benefit 
or  academic  use.  I will  use  this  evidence  only  as  directed  to  by  the 
Statement  of  Purpose  of  the  Truth  and  lustice  Commission,  and  by  the 
latter's  Executive  Body.  This  evidence  does  not  belong  to  me  or  to  any 
individual  or  organization,  but  is  held  in  public  trust  for  the  sake  of 
the  living  and  dead  victims  of  native  residential  schools,  and  for  the 
cause  of  ultimate  justice." 

The  new  Truth  and  lustice  Commission  will  be  constructed  on  a completely 
non-racial  and  democratic  basis,  embracing  both  indigenous  and  non- 
indigenous  people  on  an  equal  footing.  It  will  remain  independent  from  all 
church,  government  and  police  agencies,  and  from  all  First  Nations 
organizations  which  either  receive  state  funding  or  were  established  by  or 
are  connected  to  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs. 

A complete  Statement  of  Purpose  of  this  Commission  will  be  forthcoming. 


Founding  members  and  affiliates  of  the  Commission  will  be  announced  at  the 
same  time. 

As  of  today,  September  28,  1998,  any  statements  issued  by  any  group  or 
individual  calling  themselves  The  Circle  of  Dustice  should  not  be 
associated  with  the  investigative  work  of  the  Truth  and  Dustice  Commission, 
or  with  the  Tribunal  and  forums  that  preceded  the  Commission. 

For  more  information  contact  The  Truth  and  Dustice  Commission  c/o 
kdannett@interchange.ubc .ca  . 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Kalpulli  Newsletter"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Sep  1998  08:03:55  -0500 

From:  "Frank  Blazquez"  <Frank_Blazquez@ipsd . org> 

Sub  j : Latest  Kalpulli  Newsletter  from  Chicago 

UUCP  email 

Aho  Gary, 

Wanted  to  forward  you  a copy  of  our  latest  newsletter.  A lot  of  interest 
has  been  sparked  by  the  1847  Disturnell  Map  which  will  be  released  next 
week  in  mass  quantities.  This  map  shows  the  area  in  the  southwest  where  our 
Mexica  (Azteca)  ancestors  lived  and  migrated  from,  the  four  corners  area. 
Roberto  Rodriguez  (X  Column)  has  been  writing  about  this  subject. 

In  Peace  and  Dignity, 

Tekpatltzin 

(Frank) 

NOT  HISPANIC  NOT  LATINO 

12-Tochtli  1-Cuetzpalin 

Mexica  Tiahui . . . 

In  Tonan  In  Tota  Ometeotl  ! ! 

May  the  spirits  of  our  ancient  teachers  continue  to  provide  us  with 
the  wisdom,  humbleness  and  courage  to  stay  committed  to  our  path, 
Mexikayotl,  our  red  road 

Well,  first  of  all  I apologize  for  not  sending  out  the  newsletter 
sooner.  I still  plan  on  sending  it  out  on  a monthly  to  bi-monthly 
basis.  Much  has  happened  to  us  here  in  Chicago,  this  summer.  I have 
had  the  opportunity  to  meet  many  good  people  on  this  road,  people  of 
all  colors  coming  together  to  pray  for  the  unity  of  all  mankind. 

There  is  a lot  of  work  that  we  as  Mexica  have  to  identify  and 
accomplish  in  order  for  us  to  reclaim  our  true  spiritual,  cultural, 
ritual  and  indigenous  identities.  With  this  in  mind  we  also  need  to 
heed  the  voices  of  the  past  and  not  allow  our  anger,  passion,  hate, 
and  pride  to  cloud  our  focus  and  vision  for  the  future,  especially 
for  our  children  and  grandchildren.  Ometeotl 

We  are  approaching  the  day  of  the  infamous  encounter,  October  12. 

This  is  a day  that  we  as  the  original  inhabitants  of  this  land,  the 
First  Nations,  should  set  some  time  aside  to  pray  for  our 
Taino/Arawak  relatives,  who  were  the  first  to  experience  the  true 
purpose  of  the  Spanish  Crown  and  Spanish  Church  and  eventually 
European  colonization.  Documents  still  exist  today  (written  by  King 
Ferdinand)  which  clearly  indicate  a blatant,  racist  and  evil 
approach  with  the  Taino  and  Arawak  Nations  (surprise,  surprise).  The 
Spaniards  were  very  proficient  when  it  came  to  documenting  all  of 
their  accumulation  of  material  possessions.  They  were  also  very  good 
at  denouncing  the  customs  and  traditions  of  our  ancestors  in  order 
to  convert  and  enslave  our  people  to  their  European  customs, 
languages  and  religion.  There  is  no  need  to  get  into  all  the  inhuman 


details  of  what  happened  to  the  Taino  and  Arawak  people  in  the  name 
of  the  Catholic  Church  and  Spanish  Crown,  for  it  will  only  incite 
very  negative  reactions.  What  is  needed  is  for  all  of  us  to  begin  to 
use  October  12  as  a day  to  honor  all  of  our  First  Nations,  from  the 
Tainos  on  the  islands  to  the  Mexica,  Maya  and  Incas  to  the  south. 

The  Seneca,  the  Tsalagi,  the  Iroquois,  the  Seminole,  the  Lakota,  the 
Cheyenne,  the  Hopi,  the  Dine,  the  Ojibwa,  the  Huron,  the  Modoc,  the 
Shoshoni,  the  Kiowa,  the  Tarahumara,  the  list  goes  on.  Mexica  do  not 
forget  that  we  are  native  to  this  land.  Do  not  allow  the  American 
school  system  to  program  us  to  think  that  we  are  a new  race  of 
people.  That  is  just  another  way  to  continue  to  divide  us  and  to 
keep  us  wallowing  in  ignorance.  Remember  these  thoughts  when  you  see 
the  countless  Euro-centric  parades  that  will  flash  across  your  TV 
screens  on  October  12th,  which  continue  to  honor  a very  evil  and 
inhuman  episode  in  the  history  of  our  people.  Remember  all  our  First 
Nations  this  October  12th. 

As  was  mentioned  in  our  first  newsletter,  there  is  a very  urgent  and 
vital  need  to  keep  our  different  circles  of  warriors  connected  by 
utilizing  whatever  form  of  communication  is  available.  Whether  you 
are  a radical,  politically  inclined,  spiritually  aware, 
incarcerated,  a danzante,  a lowrider,  a professional,  someone 
pursuing  a higher  education  or  just  kicking  back  until  you  find 
yourself,  we  need  to  honor  all  struggles,  especially  within  our  own 
diverse  Mexica/Native  American  community.  The  struggles  of  our  youth 
in  Chicago  mirror  the  struggles  of  youth  in  Los  Angeles,  San  Antonio 
or  Denver,  lust  surf  the  Internet  and  you  will  find  so  many  good  web 
sites  highlighting  our  cultural  and  spiritual  re-awakening.  New  ones 
popping  up  almost  on  a weekly  basis.  As  more  Mexica  warriors  wake  up 
and  reclaim  the  spirit  of  our  ancestors,  the  more  chances  we  have  of 
planting  more  seeds  of  awareness.  But  again  we  need  to  honor  all, 
and  not  judge  one  another.  That  has  been  our  downfall  in  the  past, 
just  read  the  history  books.  We  really  don't  have  the  time  to 
criticize  one  another,  for  it  will  only  impede  our  growth.  If  you 
think  you  have  a better  way  of  teaching,  than  show  all  of  us,  for  we 
will  all  benefit.  But  don't  sit  down  and  then  proceed  to  complain 
about  what  is  wrong  with  this  or  that.  It  only  delays  your  own 
enlightenment  and  growth.  I for  one  cannot  blame  every  one  of  my 
misfortunes  on  the  Spaniards  and  Europeans.  When  I was  younger  I use 
to  wish  that  I could  turn  back  the  hands  of  time  to  go  back  to 
assist  our  ancestors  in  their  encounter  with  Cortes  and  Malinalli, 
but  that  is  impossible,  as  we  all  know.  So  I have  given  up  on  living 
in  the  past,  and  instead  I concentrate  on  our  future.  My  own 
children  are  being  groomed  and  prepared  to  be  the  new  Mexica 
Spiritual  Warriors,  for  they  have  been  sent  to  me,  to  teach  me.  Our 
ancestors  are  coming  back  to  us,  just  look  and  listen  to  your  own 
children.  It  is  so  difficult  to  believe  in  the  spirit,  especially 
having  been  nurtured  and  raised  in  a very  materialistic,  scientific, 
and  technologically  advanced  culture  such  as  the  one  in  which  we 
find  ourselves  living  in  today.  But  the  spirit,  Ometeotl,  is  truly 
guiding  us  right  now  and  it  is  not  by  chance  that  we  are  meeting 
each  other  on  this  path,  Mexikayotl  We  have  been  taught  not  to 
believe  in  inner  gifts  and  instead  we  concentrate  on  a career, 
having  a family,  living  in  comfort,  watching  TV,  buying  Lotto 
tickets,  and  then  going  to  sleep  and  sighing  a big  sigh  of  relief 
that  we  didn't  get  robbed  or  shot.  It  may  sound  a bit  exaggerated 
but  look  around  you  and  you'll  see  (and  feel)  the  continued 
criminalization  and  imprisonment  of  our  youth,  the  warehousing  of 
our  senior  citizens  in  Retirement  Homes  and  the  hysteria  and  panic 
that  the  media  is  all  too  often  responsible  for  when  they  write 
about  the  gang  culture,  not  all  youths  of  color  are  criminals.  We 
are  in  a war  in  which  weapons  of  destruction  will  do  you  absolutely 
no  good.  Our  weapons  will  now  have  to  be  our  spirituality,  our 
cultural  re-awakening,  our  poetry,  our  arts,  and  the  realization 
that  we  are  in  for  a long  struggle  with  no  time  to  waste  criticizing 
and  blaming  one  another.  As  I stated  earlier,  I can't  turn  back  the 


hands  of  time  but  that  does  not  mean  that  I will  forget  what 
happened  to  our  500  nations,  especially  our  indigenous  nations  in 
Cemanahuac.  If  I carry  hate  in  my  heart  then  I have  to  honestly  say 
that  the  invaders  have  won,  for  they  have  been  able  to  thwart  my  own 
inner  peace  and  happiness.  I cannot  allow  my  spirit  to  be  a victim, 
please  understand  this  for  it  will  help  you  on  your  journey. 

Watching  an  American  Justice  episode  on  TV  the  other  day  really 
highlighted  the  fact  that  we  are  caught  in  the  midst  of  a very 
hysterical  American  public,  which  dictates  that  all  crimes  committed 
receive  the  maximum  penalties.  And  with  the  more  severe  sentences 
comes  the  obvious  realization  that  any  chances  for  rehabilitation 
have  become  limited  or  non-existent.  If  the  prison  system  were 
serious  about  rehabilitation  they  would  allow  us  to  come  in  and 
teach  our  youth,  Mexika  and  indigenous  spirituality.  They  would 
allow  us  to  run  sweat  lodge  and  pipe  ceremonies.  They  would  allow  us 
to  work  with  instead  of  against,  local  prison  officials.  Please 
always  remember  all  of  our  youth,  adults  and  elders  that  are 
incarcerated  and  suffering  at  the  hands  of  very  despotic  prison 
regimes.  We  offer  all  you  behind  the  walls  all  of  our  prayers, 
support,  and  a smudge  of  copal  and  sage. 

TONALAMATL 

Some  of  you  have  asked  me  to  write  down  the  day  signs  of  our  Mexica 
Sunstone  (Azteca  Calendar).  So  here  they  are;  1-Cipactli,  2-Ehecatl, 
3-Calli,  4-Cuetzpalin,  5-Coatl,  6-Miquiztli,  7-Maztl,  8-Tochtli, 
9-Atl,  10-Itzcuintli,  11-Ozomahtli,  12-Malinalli,  13-Acatl, 
14-Ocelotl,  15-Cuauhtli,  16-Cozcacuauhtli,  17-011in,  18-Tekpatl, 
19-Quiahuitl  and  20-Xochitl.  The  year  count  is  Calli,  Tochtli,  Acatl 
and  Tekpatl.  We  are  currently  in  a 12-Tochtli  year.  Next  year  will 
be  a 13-Acatl  year,  and  will  mean  a Nuevo  Fuego  ceremony.  I can 
explain  this  in  more  detail,  if  you  request,  next  time. 

MEXIKA  HISTORY 

A very  important  person  from  our  Mexika  past  that  you  should  be  more 
aware  of  (and  study  more  about)  is  Tlakaelel.  He  was  actually  the 
second  in  command  of  Tenochtitlan  (and  Triple  Alliance)  and  supreme 
counsel  to  3 Tlahtoanis;  Acamapichtli,  Itzcoatl  and  Motecuhzoma 
Ilhuicamina.  Tlakaelel 's  actual  title  was  that  of  Cihuacoatl 
(Female-serpent).  Many  believe  that  Tlakaelel  was  responsible  for 
the  development  of  the  spiritual-mystico-militaristic  philosophy  of 
the  People  of  the  Sun,  the  Mexica  of  Mexico-Tenochtitlan . This 
philosophy  and  spiritual  essence  would  eventually  spread  through  out 
central  Mexico.  If  Tlakaelel  had  been  alive  in  1519,  we  would  not  be 
speaking  Spanish  today.  Most  history  books  in  the  western  world 
never  mention  his  name.  They  do  mention  Montezuma  (should  be 
Motecuhzoma  Xocoyotzin)  and  Cortes  enough  times  though.  I only  list 
some  information  about  Tlakaelel  because  many  of  you  should  be  aware 
that  we  have  such  a deep  and  rich  history  that  requires  us  to  search 
on  our  own.  The  US  western  schools  will  not  provide  you  with  this 
history.  But  be  careful  when  reading  books,  many  are  often  written 
with  very  little  actual  knowledge  of  our  oral  tradition  and  history. 
I know  many  of  our  own  people  differ  and  argue  about  whom  is  right 
and  what  happened  on  this  day  or  that  day.  Don't  waste  your  time 
with  such  endless  conversations.  No  one  is  right  and  no  one  is 
wrong.  We  are  so  involved  in  and  very  passionate  about  our 
re-awakening  that  we  sometimes  lose  focus  and  wander  off  to  the 
bickering  that  has  gotten  us  here  in  the  first  place.  It's  all  right 
to  disagree,  but  don't  walk  off  in  anger.  If  you  ever  find  or 
encounter  someone  who  insists  that  he  is  the  carrier  of  all  our 
knowledge  please  send  him  to  my  home.  I would  love  to  meet  that 
person . 

September  16th  (Mexican  Independence  Day  (???) 

The  famous  Grito  de  Hidalgo,  in  which  Padre  Hidalgo  allegedly 
climbed  the  steps  of  his  parish  in  Dolores  to  let  out  a grito  for 
freedom  and  independence  from  Spain,  actually  turned  out  to  be  a 
grito  of  "Long  Live  the  King  of  Spain,  Long  Live  the  Religion  of 


Spain  and  Long  Live  the  Virgin  de  Guadalupe"  (Tonantzin).  According 
to  many  Mexica  historians  this  is  what  Hidalgo  actually  said,  but 
since  there  is  no  actual  transcript  of  what  was  said  that  night, 
only  Hidalgo's  actions  (or  in-actions)  are  best  remembered.  Hidalgo 
was  a Criollo  (Spaniard  born  in  Cemanahuac).  Criollos  at  this  time 
in  Mexico's  history  were  beginning  to  challenge  Spanish  power,  the 
Spanish  Crown  and  royal  control,  and  of  course  taxes,  (sound 
familiar).  Criollos  were  forming  Literary  Clubs  and  Hidalgo  was  a 
member  of  the  "Literary  and  Social  Club  of  Queretaro",  which  boasted 
a membership  of  very  influential  Criollos.  Also  at  this  time 
Napolean  had  replaced  King  Ferdinand  with  his  own  brother,  Pepe 
Botella  (for  his  fondness  of  wine).  So  the  Criollos  saw  this  as  a 
most  opportune  time  to  challenge  Spain  and  ask  for  their 
independence.  But  where  are  the  indigenous  voices  in  this  matter. 
History  remembers  Hidalgo  as  a very  popular  padre  with  the  "pobre 
indios"  and  had  no  problem  rallying  many  to  the  Criollo  cry  for 
independence.  Actually  thousands  joined  his  self  made  militia  and 
yearned  at  any  chance  to  punish  the  Spaniards.  Maybe  they  should 
have  punished  Criollos  as  well,  who  knows.  Anyway  during  the  year  of 
1810,  Hidalgo  embarked  on  a journey  to  Mexico-Tenochtitlan  to  fight 
for  independence.  Along  the  way  his  army  of  80,000  mad  savages  from 
the  north  (Chichimecas,  this  is  what  they  were  fondly  called  by 
Hidalgo)  slaughtered  many  of  the  Spanish  citizens  with  the  most 
captivating  victory  occurring  in  Guanajuato  in  which  just  about 
every  Spanish  citizen  was  killed.  Given  what  our  ancestors  had  to 
endure  from  1519  on,  I think  they  had  just  cause.  Anyway,  en  route 
to  Mexico-Tenochtitlan  and  on  the  eve  of  battle  in  the  city,  Hidalgo 
retreated  his  army,  rather  than  to  kill  more  Spanish  citizens.  He 
actually  feared  what  the  Mexicas  were  preparing  to  do  and  that  is  to 
avenge  their  grandfathers  and  grandmothers  deaths.  This  action  is 
what  we  should  remember  Hidalgo  for,  but  we  are  taught  that  he  is 
the  father  of  Mexican  Independence.  What  Independence  is  this??  But 
for  the  majority  of  our  Mexica  people,  come  September  16th,  people 
display  the  wrong  Mexica  Flag  (yet  another  history  lesson),  drink 
lots  and  lots  of  cerveza,  and  watch  parades  on  TV.  Hidalgo  was 
eventually  captured,  shot  and  defrocked  by  the  Inquisition.  Another 
individual  then  enters  the  struggle  for  independence,  Morelos  (born 
in  Michoacan  of  African  and  indigenous  parents).  So  as  you  can  see 
we  continue  to  follow  whatever  we  are  told  instead  of  leading 
ourselves  out  of  this  deep  sleep  of  apathy  and  ignorance.  If  we  can 
laugh  at  the  hypocrisy  of  the  4th  of  Duly  then  we  must  also  do 
likewise  for  the  16th  of  September.  Remember  and  honor  our  ancestors 
and  traditions.  But  do  not  romanticize  our  movement.  Instead  educate 
and  prepare  for  the  future. 

In  the  tradition  of  our  elders,  I offer  you  smudges  of  copal  and 
sage. 

In  the  tradition  of  our  tlamatinimeh,  I have  humbly  offered 
you  these  few  lines  In  the  tradition  of  our  Kalpulli, 

I offer  you  a safe  haven  and  resting  place,  until  the  next  struggle 
or  journey  commences 

IN  TONAN  IN  TOTA  OMETEOTL 

TLAZOCAHMATI 

Tekpatltzin  (Frank  Blazquez,  email:  mexicapride@earthlink . net) 
Chicometochtli  (Luis  Rodriguez) 

Rudy  Rosales 

Xochimeh  (Louise  Blazquez) 

Our  thoughts  and  blessings  go  out  to: 

Ramiro  Rodriguez  (just  assigned  to  Menard),  Dose  Vasquez,  Alex 
Cruzado  (Borequa),  Omar  Hernandez,  Dose  Boner,  Mark  Leon,  Pedro 
Rodriguez,  Larry  Chirillo,  Carlos  Ramirez,  Craig  Hardy,  Yayo 
Quintinilla,  Tony  Ironshell  (Lakota),  Mario  Soto,  and  all  the  others 
that  are  a part  of  our  journey. 

"RE : Oversight  in  Sight  for  Cherokees"  


Date:  Mon,  28  Sep  1998  10:28:06  -0600 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  9-28-98 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Roger  Iron  Cloud 
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Oversight  in  sight  for  Cherokees 
By  Rob  Martindale 
Tulsa  World 
9/25/98 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  Interior  Department  has  laid  down  strict  guidelines  for 
the  Cherokee  Nation  to  follow  in  the  reporting  of  its  spending  of  federal 
funds,  a tribal  council  member  said  Thursday. 

An  Interior  Department  audit,  which  is  expected  to  be  released  in  early 
October,  shows  that  the  tribe  misspent  at  least  $88,000  in  taxpayers' 
dollars,  according  to  Chief  3oe  Byrd's  administration. 

Barbara  Starr-Scott,  who  met  in  Washington  this  week  with  Kevin  Gover, 
head  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  said  she  was  told  that  the  Interior 
Department  plans  to  keep  a closer  eye  on  Cherokee  spending,  at  least  for 
an  interim  period. 

Starr-Scott  said  Gover  told  her  and  another  member  of  the  council,  Paula 
Holder,  that  the  tribe  would  be  required  to  report  to  the  Interior 
Department  every  30  days  on  how  it  has  spent  federal  funds. 

She  said  the  tribe  previously  reported  to  the  Interior  Department 
quarterly. 

The  tribe  has  an  annual  budget  of  at  least  $130  million,  including  more 
than  $80  million  in  federal  funds,  she  said. 

Meanwhile,  a tribe  official  said  Thursday  that  the  Interior  Department 
has  granted  a one-week  extension  for  the  Cherokee  Nation  to  reply  to  a 
federal  audit  of  the  tribe's  legal  fees. 

Byrd  had  planned  to  make  the  audit  public  Friday,  but  that  will  be 
delayed  for  at  least  one  week  because  of  the  extension,  the  official  said. 

A preliminary  draft  of  an  initial  Interior  Department  audit  report 
showed  that  the  tribe  had  improperly  spent  $88,000  in  federal  funds  on 
legal  fees,  the  Byrd  administration  reported. 

The  funds  were  used  in  the  tribe's  legal  effort  to  take  control  of  the 
Arkansas  riverbed  from  the  federal  government,  Byrd  said. 

— "RE:  Makah  Whalers"  

Date:  Mon,  5 Oct  1998  00:48:07  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Makah  whalers  receive  death  threats 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

1.  Whale  Hunt  is  "In  Our  Blood"  (Vancouver  Sun) 

2.  Protesters  Shadow  a Tribe's  Pursuit  of  Whales  and  Past  (NYT) 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or 
context.  They  are  provided  for  reference  only.] 


WHALE  HUNT  IS  'IN  OUR  BLOOD'  NATIVES  SAY 

The  Vancouver  Sun,  Oct. 2,  1998,  Page  A1  by  Larry  Pynn 

NEAH  BAY,  Wash.  --  Wayne  Johnson  and  Donny  Swan  say  they  have  endured 
the  months  of  rigorous  training,  the  death  threats  from  animal-rights 
activists  and  the  relentless  scrutiny  of  the  news  media.  The  time  has 

finally  come,  they  say,  for  the  Makah  tribe  to  go  to  sea  in  a dugout  canoe 

and  slaughter  a whale,  thereby  reawakening  a traditional  right  that  has 
sat  dormant  among  their  people  since  the  1920s. 

"I'm  proud  to  stand  up  for  our  people,"  said  Swan,  22,  a member  of  the 

Makah  Whaling  Commission  and  a designated  shooter  on  the  eight-man  whaling 

crew  set  to  begin  its  hunt  as  early  as  today.  "It's  in  our  blood.  There's 


not  enough  words  to  describe  the  honour." 

Johnson,  45,  another  crew  member  and  commissioner,  added  that  the  road 
to  cultural  renewal  hasn't  been  easy  for  the  whalers,  who  have  been 
subjected  to  telephone  death  threats  at  their  homes.  In  an  interview 
before  a final  tribal  strategy  meeting,  Johnson  recalled  the  worst  of  the 
threats . 

"One  caller  said  that  for  every  whale  we  get,  they'd  kill  two  Indians." 

Indeed,  with  the  whale  hunt  imminent,  emotions  continue  to  run  high  at 
Neah  Bay,  a community  of  1,300  and  the  hub  of  the  Makah  reservation  on  the 
extreme  northwestern  tip  of  Washington  state's  Olympic  Peninsula,  20 
kilometres  south  of  Vancouver  Island.  In  this  dishevelled-looking 
community  surrounded  by  logging  clearcuts,  the  natural  inclination  is  to 
look  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  source  of  the  Makah 's  traditional  wealth 
and  culture. 

Indeed,  conservationists  do  not  question  the  historic  role  of  the  Makah 
as  a whaling  society,  just  the  relevance  of  such  a hunt  to  today's  natives, 
who  have  grown  up  neither  eating  nor  hunting  whales.  And  they  point  out 
the  new  whaling  culture  that  now  thrives  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  --  the 
thousands  of  visitors  who  travel  from  all  over  the  world  to  view  whales  as 
part  of  a vibrant  ecotourism  industry. 

Anna  Hall  is  a marine  naturalist  with  Victoria-based  Prince  of  Whales, 
one  of  the  B.C.  whale-watching  companies  that  have  sent  protest  boats  to 
support  a flotilla  assembled  at  the  mouth  of  Neah  Bay.  Hall  has  led  whale- 
watching expeditions  for  the  past  four  years,  and  has  helped  collect  more 
than  5,000  signatures,  including  those  of  visitors  from  Japan  and  Europe, 
denouncing  the  Makah  whale  kill.  She  said  it  is  illogical  that  authorities 
should  establish  regulations  to  prevent  ecotourism  operators  from 
harassing  whales,  only  to  allow  the  Makah  to  kill  them.  "Everyone  feels 
this  hunt  is  ridiculous,"  she  said.  "It's  awful.  We  try  to  minimize  the 
effect  on  the  whales  while  another  community  tries  to  maximize  their 
impact . " 

While  the  Sea  Shepherd  Conservation  Society  has  said  it  will  try  to 
frighten  the  grey  whales  away  from  the  Makah  hunters  by  playing  recordings 
of  predatory  killer  whales.  Hall  cannot  yet  say  what  role  her  two  whale- 
watching boats  will  play.  "We'll  see  what  happens,"  she  said.  "It's  a 
highly  charged  emotional  issue.  We're  interested  in  preserving  whales." 

At  the  community  marina,  Jim  Cook  stood  on  the  shoreline  and  offered  a 
different  opinion  --  that  of  a tribal  member  who  plans  to  savour  the 
moment,  if  not  the  actual  taste,  of  the  first  whale  hunt.  "I  think  it's 
great,"  said  Cook,  feeling  a little  harpooned  himself  by  the  fleet  of  news 
reporters  gathered  for  the  controversial  event.  "It's  carrying  on  with  one 
of  the  traditions  of  our  tribe."  But  when  it  comes  to  following  Makah 
tradition  of  actually  eating  the  grey  whale.  Cook  conceded  he  is  a 
creature  of  contemporary  society  and  prefers  a deep-fried  diet.  Three 
years  ago,  he  explained,  a Makah  fisherman  accidentally  caught  and  killed 
a small  grey  whale  off  Neah  Bay  and  distributed  the  meat  to  tribal  members 
--  most  of  whom  had  never  tasted  it  before.  "I  wasn't  impressed,"  Cook 
recalled.  "We're  so  in  tune  with  what's  here  today  and  not  75  years  ago. 
Whale  meat  isn't  an  everyday  commodity.  If  it  was  the  only  food  around, 

I'd  eat  it.  But  I like  KFC  better." 

The  Makah  are  allowed  to  hunt  up  to  five  grey  whales  over  the  next  five 
years  --  according  to  a U.S.  treaty  and  the  International  Whaling 
Commission  --  and  aren't  about  to  back  down. 

"It's  tremendous,  it's  bringing  us  together,"  Keith  Johnson,  president 
of  the  Makah  Whaling  Commission,  said.  "When  we  bring  this  back  [the  dead 
whale],  it's  the  missing  link.  All  our  songs  and  dances  in  our  culture 
have  a meaning  directly  related  to  this  whale  and  the  whale  hunt."  He 
added:  "We  want  the  general  public  to  know  the  Makahs  are  not  this 
barbaric  people." 

Janine  Bowechop,  executive-director  of  the  Makah  Cultural  Centre,  argued 
that  the  Makah  people  are  overwhelmingly  unified  in  support  of  the  hunt 
and  she  criticized  environmental  groups  for  telling  her  people  which 
traditions  they  should  keep  and  throw  out.  "We  have  a legal  and  cultural 
right  to  go  whaling,"  she  said.  "What's  the  big  fuss?  It's  a very 
important  part  of  our  culture  --  it's  not  about  shoving  another  value 


system  down  oun  throats." 

While  the  Makah  tribe's  official  position  is  that  it  is  only  interested 
in  killing  grey  whales  for  cultural  and  subsistence  reasons,  other  tribal 
members  are  demanding  the  right  to  the  commercial  sale  of  whale  products. 

"Yes,  if  there  are  governments  that  want  to  buy  whale  meat  and  we  can 
sell  it,  why  not,  if  it  helps  the  economy  of  the  tribe?"  Cook  said.  "We 
don't  want  to  be  on  the  federal  payroll  [welfare]  year  after  year."  Cook 
added  he  could  not  rule  out  the  possibility  of  some  tribal  members  selling 
some  of  the  meat  from  the  first  grey  whale  killed.  "Who  knows  what  could 
happen?" 

Another  tribal  member  standing  on  the  waterfront  and  watching  events, 
Eddie  Kallappa,  said  he  had  never  eaten  whale  but  was  looking  forward  to 
trying  it.  Kallappa  never  got  any  of  the  grey  whale  accidentally  harvested 
by  the  Makah  fisherman,  but  asked:  "Did  he  say  if  it  tasted  like  chicken?" 
He  added  that  while  the  first  Makah  whale  hunt  may  be  for  cultural  reasons, 
he  too  supports  the  right  to  kill  whales  for  sale.  "We  could  sell  it  to 
Oriental  people  or  Norwegian  people,"  he  said. 

While  Keith  Johnson  insisted  the  plan  is  not  to  commercialize  the  hunt, 
he  did  say:  "Three  or  four  years  from  now  and  it's  Makah  Days  and  a family 
has  just  gone  on  a hunt  and  they  have  50  pounds  of  [whale]  meat,  they 
might  grind  it  up  and  make  Indian  tacos.  If  that's  selling  it,  I guess  we 
might  get  in  trouble." 

Out  in  the  harbour,  Paul  Watson's  Sea  Shepherd  Conservation  Society 
protest  vessel,  the  black  29-metre  ex-U.S.  Coast  Guard  patrol  boat 
Sirenian,  made  a slow  pass  flying  a Canadian  flag.  Reporters  looking  for 
interviews  had  to  be  quietly  picked  up  from  the  marina  dock  in  smaller 
support  craft  because  the  Makah  Tribal  Council  has  refused  to  provide 
docking  privileges  to  anti-whaling  activists.  As  Watson  told  The  Vancouver 
Sun  by  cellular  phone:  "Meet  at  the  end  of  the  dock  and  be  ready  to  jump 
into  the  boat.  If  we  touch  the  dock,  the  tribal  police  will  nab  us." 

Johnson  watched  the  Sirenian  from  the  window  of  the  Makah  Maiden  Cafe 
where  he  was  having  breakfast  and  snorted:  "They  ought  to  thank  us  for 
being  who  we  are.  They  wouldn't  make  so  much  money  otherwise." 

Another  man  seated  at  a coffee  table  muttered:  "We  should  get  out  the 
cannons.  Anyone  who  gets  kicked  out  of  Greenpeace  can't  be  all  that  good." 
His  partner  added:  "That's  the  Sea  Shepherd.  That's  the  jerk." 

Watson  said  he  doesn't  mind  ruffling  feathers  and  doesn't  care  if  people 
view  him  as  a grandstander . "I  am  doing  this  for  the  whales,  and  for  the 
children  300-400  years  from  now.  I'm  not  here  to  win  a popularity  contest." 

MAKAH  GREY  WHALE  HUNT 

ANATOMY  OF  THE  MAKAH  WHALE  HUNT 

- Once  a grey  whale  is  sighted,  eight  men  will  approach,  stealthily 
paddling  a 9.5-metre  (32-foot)  black-and-red  dugout  whaling  canoe  carved 
from  an  ancient  western  red  cedar. 

- Once  alongside  the  whale,  the  harpooner  will  let  fly  with  a five-metre 
(16-foot)  spruce  harpoon  equipped  with  a stainless  steel  tip  and  attached 
to  60  metres  (200  feet)  of  rope  and  a buoy. 

- Simultaneously,  a gunner  will  fire  from  a .50-calibre,  bolt-action 
Browning  rifle,  aiming  for  the  whale's  brain  right  behind  the  blow  hole  and 
hoping  for  an  instant  kill. 

- Two  motorized  support  craft  will  be  standing  by  to  lend  support  with  the 
shooting  of  the  whale  and  hauling  it  back  to  an  isolated  beach  on  the 
Olympic  Peninsula  for  butchering. 

GREY  WHALES 

Female  grey  whales  average  14.1  m (46  ft.)  and  may  weigh  almost  32,000  kg 
(70,000  lb.)  Male  grey  whales  are  generally  smaller  than  females,  averaging 
13  m (43  ft.). 
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PROTESTERS  SHADOW  A TRIBE'S  PURSUIT  OF  WHALES  AND  PAST 
New  York  Times,  Oct.  2,  1998,  by  Sam  Howe  Verhovek 

NEAH  BAY,  Wash.  --  Armed  with  a steel  harpoon,  a .50-caliber  assault 
rifle  and  official  permission  to  conduct  the  first  legal  hunt  for  a gray 
whale  in  American  waters  in  more  than  50  years,  members  of  a small  Indian 


tribe  gathered  Thursday  on  a beach  on  Washington's  rugged  Olympic 
Peninsula  to  start  an  adventure  intended  to  resurrect  the  glory  and 
traditions  of  their  whale-hunting  forefathers. 

But  before  the  eight-man  crew  could  even  launch  its  32-foot  cedar  canoe 
into  the  steely  waters  of  the  Pacific,  the  Makah  Indians  had  to  contend 
with  a modern-day  flotilla  of  animal-rights  protesters,  themselves 
equipped  with  a Norwegian-built  submarine  painted  to  resemble  a whale  and 
an  underground  speaker  system  that  the  protesters  said  was  capable  of 
scaring  off  a whale  and  saving  its  life. 

And  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,  intent  on  preventing  the  groups  from  clashing 
with  each  other,  kept  close  watch  on  a scene  that  has  posed  an  exquisite 
dilemma  for  many  environmental  groups.  Finding  themselves  caught  between 
the  save-the-whales  ethos  represented  by  the  protesters  and  the  respect 
for  centuries-old  Native  American  traditions  that  the  Makah  say  their 
whale  hunt  is  all  about,  many  leading  environmental  groups  have  taken  no 
position  at  all  on  the  matter. 

Though  no  living  Makah  has  ever  hunted  a whale,  the  Indian  nation  here 
at  the  very  northwestern  tip  of  the  continental  United  States  was  once 
renowned  for  its  prowess,  and  it  is  the  only  Indian  tribe  specifically 
guaranteed  the  right  to  hunt  whales  under  an  1855  treaty  with  the  American 
government . 

Supported  by  the  Clinton  administration  and  a $310,000  grant  from  the 
Commerce  Department,  the  group  won  an  exemption  from  the  worldwide  whaling 
ban  last  year  and,  as  of  Thursday,  has  the  right  to  take  up  to  five  gray 
whales  per  year  in  the  next  five  years.  Though  critics  fear  the  Makah  hunt 
will  open  the  door  to  commercial  whaling  here  and  elsewhere,  the  Indians 
insist  they  plan  to  use  the  whale  meat,  oil  and  blubber  only  for  their  own 
food  and  for  ceremonial  purposes. 

"The  hunt  is  the  missing  link,  the  thing  that  brings  us  full  circle  to 
our  traditions,"  said  Marcy  Parker,  the  Makah  tribal  council's  vice 
chairwoman.  "We're  ocean  families,  whaling  families.  So  much  of  what  we 
are  all  about  comes  from  the  ocean,  and  we  feel  a deep  spiritual  need  to 
do  this . " 

Though  the  Makahs  live  in  a spectacular  forested  setting  hard  by  the 
roaring  sea  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Strait  of  Duan  de  Fuca,  it  is  a 
community  racked  by  joblessness  and  tainted  by  the  plagues  of  modern  life, 
such  as  drugs.  Many  here  say  that  the  whale  hunt  has  succeeded  in 
instilling  a new  sense  of  purpose  in  the  lives  of  the  young  men  selected 
for  the  hunt,  and  in  the  Makah  nation  at  large. 

Some  tribal  elders  who  can  remember  the  taste  of  whale  meat  are  not  so 
sure  the  hunt  is  a good  idea. 

"I  admire  the  young  people  for  taking  on  the  challenge,  but  I just  hope 
to  God  that  no  one  is  hurt,"  said  82-year-old  Flildred  Ides,  whose 
grandfather  was  a whale  hunter.  "Going  for  a whale  is  a very  serious  thing, 
a very  dangerous  thing." 

Fler  88-year-old  cousin,  Irene  Ward  Ides,  nodded  her  head  in  agreement  as 
they  sat  watching  dancers  in  the  community  hall  here  one  recent  evening. 

"I  wonder  if  they  really  know  what  they  are  doing,"  she  said.  "The  whale 
can  get  awfully  mad.  The  whales  know  they're  being  chased.  They  know 
they're  being  hunted." 

Indeed,  the  gray  whale,  which  can  weigh  as  much  as  40  tons  and  grow  much 
longer  than  the  hunters'  canoe,  was  called  the  "devil  fish"  by  19th 
century  whalers  for  its  propensity  to  thrash  and  fight  when  attacked. 

Conversely,  when  not  under  attack,  the  whales  can  be  inordinately 
friendly  and  are  known  to  swim  and  play  alongside  boats,  making  them  a 
popular  tourist  sight  all  along  their  annual  migration  route  from  Baja 
California  to  the  Bering  Sea. 

"In  1995,  all  of  the  crew  on  board  the  conservation  ship  Edward  Abbey 
were  privileged  to  meet  a young,  friendly  whale  we  named  Buddy, " says  an 
alert  posted  on  the  World  Wide  Web  by  the  Sea  Shepherd  Conservation 
Society,  a Southern  California-based  group  that  has  taken  the  lead  in 
opposing  the  Makah  hunt  and  prides  itself  in  having  scuttled  whaling 
missions  around  the  world. 

"This  October,"  adds  the  alert,  "Buddy  may  be  blasted  to  death  against 
those  cliffs,  near  the  reservation  at  Neah  Bay." 


The  young  men  of  the  Makah  nation,  who  have  been  training  for  months  and 
have  traveled  as  far  as  Russia  to  learn  whaling  techniques,  describe  the 
hunt  in  sacred  terms  and  say  it  is  a powerful  way  to  connect  with  prior 
generations  of  Makah  hunters  and  with  the  group's  traditions,  which 
include  hundreds  of  songs  and  dances  oriented  around  the  hunt.  They  defend 
their  planned  use  of  a powerful  rifle  to  finish  off  the  whale  once  it  is 
harpooned  as  a modern  protective  measure  that  would  be  sanctioned  by  their 
ancestors . 

"We  are  praying  to  be  right  with  God,"  said  Eric  Johnson,  a muscular  31- 
year-old  who  is  a teacher  in  the  Makah' s Head  Start  program  and  the 
captain  of  the  hunt  team. 

"God  is  the  one  to  judge  whether  or  not  we  get  the  whale,  and  whether  or 
not  we  will  survive,"  said  Johnson  at  dusk  the  other  night,  just  before  he 
and  other  crew  members  slipped  away  into  the  coastal  fog  for  a practice 
session,  chanting  songs  that  are  intended  to  coax  a whale  toward  their 
canoe . 

With  the  gray  whales  driven  almost  to  extinction  by  global  whaling,  the 
Makahs  stopped  whaling  altogether  sometime  in  the  1920s,  and  the  United 
States  banned  the  hunting  of  gray  whales  in  1937  in  a bid  to  protect  the 
species.  It  has  been  a conservation  success  story:  there  are  now  an 
estimated  23,000  whales  out  in  the  Pacific,  the  highest  number  in  at  least 
a century,  says  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service. 

The  whale  was  officially  removed  from  the  endangered  species  list  in 
1994,  an  action  that  sparked  the  Makah  tribe's  campaign  for  whaling  rights 

Even  as  members  of  the  Makah  group  huddled  Thursday  on  the  beach  and  met 
with  Coast  Guard  officials  in  a bid  to  find  ways  to  keep  the  protesters  at 
bay,  the  hunt's  opponents  were  vowing  to  protect  the  gray  whales  by  just 
about  any  means  necessary. 

"We're  not  talking  about  five  whales,  we're  talking  about  thousands  of 
whales,"  said  Paul  Watson,  the  leader  of  the  Sea  Sheperd,  from  his  cell 
phone  aboard  one  of  the  group's  boats,  anchored  off  Neah  Bay. 

Watson  said  he  believed  that  if  the  Makahs  succeeded  in  taking  even  a 
single  whale,  it  would  open  the  floodgates  to  demands  for  whale  hunts  by 
other  Indian  tribes  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  and,  even  more 
alarmingly  in  his  view,  to  non-Indian  whalers  in  countries  like  Norway, 
Iceland  and  Japan.  Those  countries  have  conducted  limited  whaling  in 
defiance  of  an  international  ban,  but  many  groups  who  defend  whales  say 
they  believe  the  Makah  hunt  is  part  of  a campaign  to  broaden  commercial 
whaling.  (Whale  meat  is  considered  a delicacy  in  many  Asian  countries  and, 
by  some  estimates,  a single  gray  whale  can  be  worth  up  to  half  a million 
dollars . ) 

"Our  concern  is  not  really  Neah  Bay,"  said  Watson  through  the  crackle  of 
his  phone.  "We're  concerned  about  the  message  this  will  send  to  Oslo,  to 
Reykjavik,  to  Tokyo." 

The  protesters,  who  also  gathered  for  a vigil  Wednesday  night  in  nearby 
Port  Angeles,  wearing  gray  and  red  ribbons  (to  symbolize  the  whale  and  the 
blood  it  would  shed)  have  drawn  the  wrath  of  many  of  the  Makah. 

So  have  the  hundreds  of  people  from  around  the  country  who  have  made 
threatening  telephone  calls  or  written  scornful  letters  to  the  Makah,  such 
as  this  one  from  Vermont:  "So  much  for  the  'We  love  the  earth,  peace, 
harmony,  etc.'  What  garbage.  You  people  ought  to  stick  to  welfare.  Your 
culture  --  what  a joke." 

Janine  Bowechop,  the  executive  director  of  the  Makah  Cultural  and 
Research  Center  here,  which  has  an  extensive  display  about  the  tribe's 
whaling  history  in  its  museum,  said  she  was  deeply  frustrated  by  the  way 
that  animal-rights  groups,  in  her  depiction,  had  "slaughtered  and 
distorted"  the  tribe's  interest  in  a whale  hunt. 

"They  are  completely  misrepresenting  what  is  a very  meaningful  tradition 
something  that  is  centuries  old,"  said  Ms.  Bowechop.  "The  question  should 
be,  what's  the  fuss  all  about?  America  is  supposed  to  be  about  the 
acceptance  of  different  values." 

Said  Keith  A.  Johnson,  tribal  treasurer  and  head  of  the  Makah  whaling 
commission:  "They  come  all  the  way  out  here  to  harass  the  Makah,  a little 
tribe  that  wants  to  take  a few  whales  out  of  the  ocean.  They  have  no  idea 
about  the  richness  of  our  culture,  what  this  is  all  about. 


"We've  got  to  get  the  stony  out  --  if  we  didn't,  we'd  be  these  horrible, 
dirty  savages,  the  killers  of  the  whales,"  he  said.  "It's  just  not  that 
way. " 

As  he  spoke  in  the  tribal  headquarters,  which  are  in  the  barracks  of 
what  was  once  an  Air  Force  radar  station  here,  Johnson  sprayed  processed 
cheese  spread  on  a cracker  and  popped  it  in  his  mouth.  Even  as  he  joked 
about  his  snack  ("we  hear  you  can  make  this  stuff  from  whale  blubber  too," 
he  said),  it  was  a small  reminder  of  the  ways  in  which  modern  forces 
pervade  the  27,000-acre  reservation. 

In  the  village  of  Neah  Bay,  amid  rusted  cars  and  broken-looking  homes,  a 
few  businesses  with  names  like  Cedar  Shack  Espresso  and  the  Big  Salmon 
bait  shop  struggle  to  attract  tourists,  but  the  place  has  a melancholy 
feel.  And  at  the  Makah  Maiden,  a glum-looking  waitress  pointed  to  the 
hamburger  portion  of  the  menu  the  other  night,  explaining  that  the 
restaurant  had  no  seafood  that  evening. 

Once  whale  meat  comprised  almost  80  percent  of  the  Makah  diet,  and  among 
other  things,  a successful  hunt  may  revive  the  whale's  importance  in  the 
community  for  both  spiritual  and  sustenance  purposes.  But  others  think 
that  time  is  past,  and  should  be. 

"I  just  don't  like  the  idea  of  killing  whales,  that's  all,"  said  Valerie 
Brown,  a 38-year-old  Makah  woman  who  works  as  a cook  at  Beebe's,  another 
local  restaurant.  "Nobody  around  here  knows  what  whale  meat  tastes  like, 
anyway.  Nobody  ever  asks  if  we  have  it  on  the  menu." 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Amnesty  International  puts  US  in  the  dock  over  human  rights  record 
By  Christina  Lamb  in  London  and  lames  Langton  in  New  York 
< The  death  penalty  - North  America  Project  --  Amnesty  International  > 


THE  United  States  government  is  planning  a furious  rebuttal  to  a stinging 
denunciation  of  its  human  rights  record  by  Amnesty  International. 

For  the  first  time,  the  London-based  human  rights  agency  has  made  the  US 
the  target  of  its  worldwide  campaign,  accusing  it  of  double  standards  and 
creating  a climate  "in  which  human  rights  violations  thrive". 

The  153-page  report,  which  is  released  on  Tuesday,  attacks  the  US  for  what 
it  calls  "a  persistent  and  widespread  pattern  of  human  rights  violations". 
Although  Amnesty  has  often  criticised  the  US  in  the  past,  and  carried  out 
investigations  into  specific  issues,  it  is  the  first  time  it  has  made  it 
the  focus  of  its  campaign  for  the  year.  Previous  subjects  in  recent  years 


have  included  Rwanda,  Haiti,  Afghanistan  and  Guatemala. 

US  federal  and  state  authorities,  police,  immigration  and  prison  officers 
are  all  criticised  in  the  wide-ranging  report  that  paints  a picture  of 
generalised  gratuitous  violence,  sexual  abuse  and  cruelty.  Shocked  at 
being  singled  out  for  such  ferocious  criticism,  the  State  Department  is 
planning  to  issue  a detailed  repudiation  tomorrow.  The  Clinton 
administration  in  particular  has  always  been  a supporter  of  Amnesty 
International,  and  there  was  a clear  sense  of  betrayal  over  the  report. 

The  authors  of  the  report  said:  "While  successive  US  governments  have  used 
international  human  rights  standards  as  a yardstick  by  which  to  judge  other 
countries  they  have  not  consistently  applied  those  same  standards  at  home. 
Across  the  USA  people  have  been  beaten,  kicked,  punched,  choked  and  shot  by 
police  officers  even  when  they  posed  no  threat." 

Aside  from  famous  cases  such  as  the  beating  of  Rodney  King  by  Los  Angeles 
police,  numerous  instances  of  police  brutality  are  cited.  "Police  officers 
have  beaten  and  shot  unresisting  suspects;  they  have  misused  batons, 
chemical  sprays  and  electro-shock  weapons;  they  have  injured  or  killed 
people  by  placing  them  in  dangerous  restraint  holds." 

It  claims  that  authorities  pay  out  millions  of  dollars  in  damages  rather 
than  actually  tackle  the  problem  or  institute  any  form  of  accountability. 

The  report  accuses  the  US  of  refusing  to  recognise  the  primacy  of 
international  law,  reserving  the  right  to  use  death  penalty  against 
juveniles,  not  paying  its  dues  to  the  UN,  to  which  it  now  owes  over  a 
billion  dollars,  and  being  one  of  only  two  countries  (along  with  Somalia) 
that  has  failed  to  ratify  the  UN  Convention  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child. 

Conditions  in  American  prisons  come  in  for  particular  criticism.  The 
number  of  people  in  US  jails  has  tripled  since  1980  to  more  than  1.7 
million,  and  chains  and  leg-irons  are  commonly  used  as  restraints  despite 
being  prohibited  by  international  law. 

The  report  says:  "Women  and  men  are  subjected  to  sexual  as  well  as  physica 
abuse.  Overcrowded  and  underfunded  prisons  control  inmates  by  isolating 
them  for  long  periods  and  by  using  methods  of  restraint  that  are  cruel, 
degrading  and  sometimes  life-threatening.  Victims  include  pregnant  women, 
the  mentally  ill  and  even  children." 

According  to  the  authors  of  the  report,  much  of  this  abuse  is  linked  to 
racism.  They  say:  "The  US  has  not  succeeded  in  eradicating  the 
discriminatory  treatment  of  blacks.  Latinos  and  other  minority  groups." 

They  also  point  out  that  up  to  one  third  of  all  young  black  men  are  in 
jail  or  on  parole  or  probation  and  that  in  39  states,  gays  and  lesbians  can 
be  legally  dismissed  from  their  jobs  because  of  their  sexual  orientation. 

It  contains  graphic  descriptions  of  asylum  seekers  held  in  shackles,  placed 
behind  bars  and  detained  in  "inhuman  and  degrading"  conditions.  It  says: 
"The  USA  was  built  by  immigrants  and  claims  to  stand  against  oppression. 

Yet  the  US  authorities  violate  the  human  rights  of  people  who  have  been 
forced  by  persecution  to  leave  their  countries  and  seek  asylum." 

Amnesty  has  been  involved  in  a long-standing  battle  with  the  US  over  its 
continued  use  of  the  death  penalty.  Executions  are  on  the  increase,  more 
than  350  people  put  to  death  since  1990  and  a further  3,300  people  are  on 
death  row. 

According  to  Amnesty,  the  death  penalty  is  "applied  in  an  arbitrary  and 
unfair  manner  and  is  prone  to  bias  on  grounds  of  race  or  economic  status  . 

. . it  has  become  so  highly  politicised  that  virtually  no  politician  is 
willing  to  speak  out  against  it". 

It  cites  for  example  the  case  of  Karla  Faye  Tucker  who  was  executed  in 
February  despite  her  acknowledged  reform  while  on  death  row  when  she 
admitted  her  guilt,  became  deeply  religious  and  spoke  of  her  desire  to  help 
others  to  learn  from  her  experiences. 
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PRISONERS  SUB3ECTED  TO  EXPERIMENTS  IN  '60s,  70s,:  REPORT! 

Canadian  Press,  (Ottawa  Citizen)  September  27,  1998 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

OTTAWA  (CP)  - Canadian  prisoners  were  used  as  human  guinea  pigs  in 
questionable  medical  experiments  conducted  for  more  than  a decade,  the 
Ottawa  Citizen  reports.  An  investigation  by  the  Citizen  and  Southam  News 
discovered  that  inmates  of  federal  prisons  were  commonly  used  as  test 
subjects  throughout  the  1960s  and  into  the  1970s. 

The  tests  involved  hundreds  of  male  and  female  prisoners.  They  were 
given  unproven  pharmaceuticals,  were  subjects  in  sensory-deprivation 
research  and  were  involved  in  pain  studies  employing  electric  shocks.  The 
research  was  sponsored  by  drug  companies,  universities  and  the  federal 
government,  the  newspaper  reported  Saturday. 

Similar  experiments  were  performed  in  the  United  States  two  decades  ago 
and  were  met  with  a public  furore.  Until  now,  said  the  Citizen-Southam 
report,  it  has  been  widely  assumed  such  tests  didn't  go  on  in  Canada. 

The  federal  government  currently  faces  a lawsuit  filed  by  Dorothy 
Parker,  a former  inmate  at  the  Prison  for  Women  in  Kingston,  On.,  claiming 
she  was  given  LSD  in  the  name  of  research  in  the  1960s. 

But  archival  documents,  articles  in  scientific  journals  and 
correspondence  obtained  by  the  Citizen  and  Southam  suggest  the  LSD  trial 
was  only  one  of  many  being  conducted  in  Canadian  prisons  at  the  same  time. 
In  one  sensory-deprivation  study,  10  Kingston  Penitentiary  inmates  spent 
seven  days  in  dark  isolation  cells  to  test  their  desire  for  visual  and 
auditory  stimulation.  In  another  test,  inmates  were  given  what  some  called 
terrifying  shocks  through  electrodes  attached  to  their  forearms  to  see  if 
the  jolts  would  discourage  them  from  smoking. 

Records  indicate  the  prisoners  volunteered  for  the  studies,  some  going 
as  far  as  to  suggest  the  inmates  felt  the  experiments  allowed  them  to  give 
something  back  to  society. 

But  the  Citizen-Southam  account  quoted  some  ethicists  questioning 
whether  people  locked  up  can  truly  offer  informed  consent.  "You  have  to  be 
extra  careful  when  you're  in  these  circumstances,"  said  Michael  McDonald,  a 
University  of  British  Columbia  professor  who  recently  helped  develop  a new 
national  policy  for  human  experimentation. 

(Ottawa  Citizen) 


"We  are  different  than  we  used  to  be.  The  government  has  us  in  a little 
box,  with  a lid  on  it.  Every  now  and  then  they  open  the  box  and  do 
something  to  us  and  close  it  again.  We  are  a dying  race.  Not  this 
generation  but  the  next,  will  die." 

Willie  Denechoan,  medecine  man.  Hay  Lake 
IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  TOTAL  RESISTANCE  AND  SOLIDARITY  WITH  PRISONERS  EVERYWHERE 
FREE  PELTIER,  FREE  WOLVERINE,  FREE  MUMIA,  FREE  OURSELVES,  YOURSELVES!!! 
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ABORIGINAL  ACTIVIST  TO  BE  EXTRADITED  FOR  MURDER 
Canadian  Press,  Sept.  29,  1998,  by  Chris  Morris 


FREDERICTON  (CP)  - Extradition  proceedings  have  started  in  Florida  to 
return  a high-profile  native  leader  to  New  Brunswick  to  face  murder 
charges . 

Noah  Augustine,  27,  one  of  the  principal  figures  in  the  bitter  dispute 
over  aboriginal  logging  rights  in  New  Brunswick,  is  to  appear  in  court  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Tuesday  along  with  Thomas  Wilfred  Haddad,  38,  a First 
Nations  police  officer.  The  two  men,  both  residents  of  the  Red  Bank  reserve 
near  Miramichi,  N.B.,  have  been  charged  with  the  murder  of  41-year-old 
Bruce  Barnaby.  He  was  shot  to  death  in  his  home  on  the  Eel  Ground  reserve, 
not  far  from  Red  Bank,  on  Sept.  19. 

Police  released  few  details  about  the  murder  and  their  investigation,  but 
confirmed  that  Barnaby  was  known  to  them.  "We  have  had  previous  dealings 
with  Mr.  Barnaby  and  some  of  those  dealings  have  included  appearances  in 
court,"  said  Sgt.  Rick  Votour  of  the  RCMP  in  Blackville,  N.B. 

Votour  said  two  RCMP  investigators  are  in  Connecticut  checking  out  a 
vehicle  that  may  belong  to  Haddad.  "There's  still  plenty  of  investigation 
on  this  file,"  Votour  said.  "The  officers  are  down  there  investigating  a 
vehicle  that  was  impounded  which  we  believe  belongs  to  Mr.  Haddad." 

Votour  said  it's  hoped  Haddad  and  Augustine  will  be  back  in  New  Brunswick 
before  the  end  of  the  week.  Following  their  return,  they'll  be  formally 
charged  with  first  or  second  degree  murder,  depending  on  the  decision  of 
Crown  prosecutors,  he  said. 

New  Brunswick's  native  community  was  still  reeling  in  shock  on  Monday  at 
the  news  of  Augustine's  arrest.  The  young  Micmac  activist,  an  attractive 
and  articulate  spokesman  for  aboriginal  rights,  was  seen  as  a rising  star 
and  a natural-born  leader  in  the  provinces  Micmac  and  Maliseet  communities. 
Even  before  the  native  logging  issue  propelled  him  into  the  spotlight, 
Augustine  had  made  a name  for  himself  as  a businessman,  a government 
adviser,  a suicide  prevention  expert  and  an  authority  on  prescription  drug 
abuse  among  aboriginals. 

"He's  a good  person  and  he  a smart  person,"  said  Tim  Paul  of  Fredericton, 
co-founder  with  Augustine  of  the  Micmac,  Maliseet  Logging  Association.  "He 
doesn't  do  people  wrong.  The  business  world  here  is  a small  world  and  the 
aboriginal  community  here  is  a small  world,  if  you  do  people  wrong,  they 
don't  want  you  around...  Everyone  is  in  shock.  I'm  giving  Noah  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt  here.  I think  he's  innocent." 

Chief  George  Ginnish  of  the  Eel  Ground  First  Nation  said  counsellors  are 
being  brought  in  to  help  the  community  deal  with  the  murder  and  the 
arrests.  "Our  community  is  in  a state  of  shock  and  disbelief  at  the  events 
that  have  transpired  here  over  the  past  week,"  Ginnish  said. 

Augustine,  who  is  not  and  never  has  been  a logger,  seized  on  the  logging 
issue  this  summer  as  a test  of  the  strength  of  aboriginal  rights. 

Two  lower  courts  in  New  Brunswick  ruled  that  New  Brunswick  natives  had 
first  right  to  timber  on  Crown  land,  based  on  interpretations  of  old 
treaties.  However,  the  New  Brunswick  Court  of  Appeal  overturned  those 
decisions.  Natives  are  hoping  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  will  hear 
arguments,  but  it  has  yet  to  decide  whether  it  will  consider  the  case. 
Meanwhile,  the  New  Brunswick  government  has  gone  ahead  and  signed 
individual  logging  agreements  with  seven  of  the  provinces  15  First  Nation 
communities  and  is  busily  trying  to  settle  the  rest. 

Both  Augustine  and  Paul  removed  themselves  from  the  debate  in  recent 
weeks,  realizing,  Paul  said,  that  the  government  was  winning  with  what  he 
called  its  "divide  and  conquer  strategy." 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 


RE:  Building  the  BC  Police  State 


Date:  Mon,  5 Oct  1998  00:48:30  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Building  the  BC  Police  State 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
BC  DISBANDS  POLICE  ORGANIZED-CRIME  UNIT,  PLANS  NEW  ONE 
Canadian  Press,  Oct.  2,  1998,  by  Steve  Mertl 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  BC  is  building  a new  weapon  likely  to  be  used  against 
Indigenous  and  popular  resistance  to  BC's  genocidal  colonialism.  Although 
the  new  police  agency  is  allegedly  aimed  at  organized  crime,  there  are 
reasonable  fears  of  its  misuse  for  political  purposes,  especially  since 
most  of  the  officials  mentioned  in  the  following  article  - NDP  Attorney 
General  and  Human  Rights  Minister  Ujjal  Dosanjh,  former  Deputy  AG  Stephen 
Owen,  and  RCMP  Assistant  Commissioner  Murray  Johnson  - were  key  players  in 
the  1 


From  gans@netcom.com  Thu  Oct  15  22:45:38  1998 
Date:  Tue,  13  Oct  1998  19:18:29  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.042 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Innu-L,  Taino-L,  Paths-L 
& Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  soc . culture. usa, soc . culture . native, alt . native, 
alt . culture. hawaii, alt . fan . jai-maharaj , hawaii . nortle 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Hear  me,  four  quarters  of  the  world-a  relative  I am!  Give  me  the 
strength  to  walk  the  soft  earth,  a relative  to  all  that  is!  Give  me 
the  eyes  to  see  and  the  strength  to  understand,  that  I may  be  like 
you.  With  your  power  only  can  I face  the  winds. 

Black  Elk,  Lakota 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

How  many  times  does  the  obvious  have  to  be  said?  Until  it  is  obvious 
to  all.  For  some  reason  some  the  most  obvious  truths  to  most  continue 
to  be  ignored  by  others. 

Truth  one:  Native  Americans,  Indians,  First  Nations  will  never,  ever 
be  more  than  a minor  irritation  to  the  dominant  society  as  long  as  we 
remain  a divided  People.  This  full  blood  vs  mixed  blood,  urban  vs  rez, 
enrolled  vs  unenrolled  infighting  continues  to  serve  only  the  needs  of 
those  of  the  dominant  society  who  want  us  to  vanish  altogether,  and  a few 
egos  that  get  stroked  by  pretending  to  false  superiority. 

Truth  two:  Hand  wringing  and  whining  will  not  help  Leonard  Peltier. 

Sit  down  and  write  a letter  to  the  warden  of  Leavenworth,  your  congression 
representative,  and  the  Parole  Commission  now  and  every  week  from  now 
until  he  is  free. 

Truth  three:  The  Yellowstone  Buffalo  are  dead,  every  damn  one  of  them, 
if  we  don't  make  very  sure  the  Montana  Livestock  Commission  and  anyone 
else  we  can  think  of  are  not  constantly  reminded  their  every  move  made  is 
being  watched  and  chronicled. 

Truth  four:  We,  as  Indian  People,  are  dead  if  we  don't  help  each  other 
thrive,  instead  of  looking  for  a handout  from  the  Federal  Government,  even 
if  that  handout  is  a promised  one  in  some  otherwise  broken  treaty.  The 
land  trusts  and  BIA  allotments  are  simply  velvet  handcuffs  that  serve 
"them",  not  "us". 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


There  are  some  thoughts  on  Columbus  in  this  issue  that  I hope  reach  you 
in  time  for  you  to  share  their  teachings. 

There  is  an  item  in  the  event  listings  regarding  the  last  hearing  before 
the  Bear  Butte  Commission.  PLEASE  read  it  and  write  to  the  Commission 
before  it  is  too  late,  and  you  again  must  live  with  the  consequences  of 
your  silence. 
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Date:  Wed,  7 Oct  1998  16:05:09  +0000 
From:  tkeats@sfotusa.org 
Sub j : Help  with  a paper 


I was  wondering  if  you  could  help  me.  I am  working  on  a paper  for 
my  degree  that  deals  with  racism  but  my  focus  is  on  Native 
Americans  and  how  Racism  affects  us.  I am  looking  for  any 
articles,  stories,  information  from  your  readers  who  could  help  me 
with  this. 

Could  you  please  publish  this  letter  in  your  next  news  letter.  Any 
help  I receive  would  be  greatly  welcomed. 

Sincerely, 

Tracy 

e-mail:  tkeats@sfotusa.org 
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Without  language  a culture  dies.  What  is  said  in  any  language  seldom 
translates  literally  to  another.  It,  at  best,  approximates  the  meaning. 

Our  languages  are  dying.  Our  cultures  will  not  linger  long  without  our 
own  words  to  describe  the  events  in  our  lives,  the  ways  passed  down  by  our 
ancestors  and  our  prophecies. 

Another  hands(voices) -on  opportunity  arrived  this  week.  If  you  live  in 
the  Twin  Cities  area  this  is  a chance  to  learn  Ojibwe  you  should  grab. 

Date:  Mon,  12  Oct  1998  13:55:59  -0500 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub  j : Ojibwe  Language  Society 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Are  you  interested  in  learning  the  Ojibwe  language  or  have  the  chance  to 
speak  with  others  that  are  fluent? 

Ojibwemowin  Zagaswe ' iding 

The  Ojibwe  Language  table  will  begin  meeting  weekly  at  the 
Office  of  Indian  Ministries 
3045  Park  Avenue  South 
Minneapolis,  Mn.  (Old  DIW) 

Every  Monday  Night 

Meeting  begins  at  4:30P.M.  and  go  until  6:30p.m. 

Bring  food  if  you  can! 

The  Ojibwe  Language  Society  is  a non-profit  student  organization  based  at 
the  University  of  Minnesota,  dedicated  to  the  revitalization  of  the  Ojibwe 
Language . 

Membership  is  free  and  is  not  limited  to  University  students. 

Everyone  that  wants  to  learn  and  share  the  Ojibwe  Language  is  welcome  to 
join  the  Language  table.  AMBE,  DAGA  ANISHINAABEMODAA. 

Questions  about  involvement  with  Ojibwemowin  Zagaswe ' iding  can  be 
answered  at  624-5738. 

REMINDER:  THE  1999  PHRASE  A DAY  IN  03IBWE  CALENDARS  WILL  BE  COMING  SOON!! 

I am  collecting  language  resource  information.  Please  send  me  all 
information  each  of  you  have  regarding  language  resources.  This  should 
include  all  written  teachings  including  dictionaries,  grammar  books  and 
stories.  Include  all  audio  and  video  resources.  Include  the  source,  how 
it  is  distributed,  the  publisher,  ISBN  or  other  catalogue  information  that 
might  be  known.  Include  cost  and  current  availability  if  you  have  it. 
Finally,  include  _your_  opinion.  Is  it  good,  bad,  indifferent?  I will 
keep  this  information,  by  language/nation  and  make  what  I have  available 
to  any  who  request  it.  Send  what  you  can  via  email  to  gars@netcom.com 
You  may  also  send  info  via  snail  mail  to  P 0 Box  672168.  Marietta  GA  30006. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 
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gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


Fax:  770-528-9643 
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"RE : who  Has  Told  the  Big  Lie"  

Date:  Tue,  06  Oct  1998  19:53:59  -0500 
From:  hdqrs@worldnet . att . net 

Sub j : Kansas  Congressman  claims  lobbyist  tried  to  influence  casino 

vote:  "Who  has  told  the  "Big  Lie"  or  Who  is  attempting  to  get  elected? 


UUCP  email 


More  on  Indian  v.  non-Indian  / non-Indian  v.  Indian  in  the  state  of  Kansas. 

Who  has  told  the  "Big  Lie"  or  Who  is  attempting  to  get  elected? 

I wonder  what  the  woman's  name  is?  Is  she  Indian  or  non-Indian? 

Note:  The  Woodlands  is  located  in  Kansas  (Wyandotte  County)  and  is  down 
the  tubes  due  to  the  "non-Indian  Casino  River  Boats"  in  Missouri! 

I wonder  if  the  casino  river  boats  have  a hand  in  all  this???? 

It  may  be  time  for  an  investigation  (casinos,  women,  money,  river  boats, 
power,  greed,  oppression,  continued  colonization,  abuse  of  power  and  social 
injustice)  right  here  in  Kansas!!!!  Let  it  all  hang  out! 

United  Tribe  of  Shawnee  Indians 
Shawnee  Reserve  206 
De  Soto,  Kansas  66018 
http : //home . att . net/~hdqrs 

As  posted  on  the  Internet  by  KC  STAR. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

By  RICK  ALM  and  DIM  SULLINGER  - Staff  Writers 
Date:  10/05/98  23:40 

U.S.  Rep.  Vince  Snowbarger  and  a Washington  lobbyist  argued  Monday  over 
whether  papers  faxed  to  the  congressman's  office  last  month  were  a veiled 
attempt  to  buy  his  vote. 

At  a news  conference  Monday,  Snowbarger  charged  that  the  documents  -- 
the  property  of  lobbyists  for  an  Oklahoma  Indian  tribe  --  represented  a 
"brazenly  illegal"  offer  for  campaign  contributions  in  exchange  for  his 
vote  on  legislation  that  could  pave  the  way  for  casino  gambling  at  The 
Woodlands . 

Snowbarger  said  the  incident  amounted  to  "bribery"  and  reported  it  to 
federal  election  authorities. 

Not  so  fast,  said  the  lobbyist. 

"If  he's  attributing  any  bribe  or  illegal  activity  to  me  and  my  firm,  it's 
a lie,"  said  C.D.  Zane,  a partner  in  the  Washington  lobbying  firm  of  Baker, 
Zane,  Edmonds  & O'Malley,  LLC,  who  work  for  the  Wyandotte  Tribe  of  Oklahoma. 

The  tribe  has  long  sought  to  use  its  historic  Huron  Cemetery  land  in 
downtown  Kansas  City,  Kan.,  for  legalized  gambling  or  other  commercial 
activities.  Legislation  pending  in  Congress  and  opposed  by  Snowbarger  would 
allow  that  to  happen. 

Wyandotte  Chief  Leaford  Bearskin,  at  the  tribe's  reservation  near  Miami, 
Okla.,  and  the  tribe's  lawyer  in  Oklahoma  City  could  not  be  reached  Monday 
for  comments. 

At  the  news  conference,  Snowbarger  said:  "While  I cannot  discuss  all  of 
the  details,  I can  tell  you  that  my  campaign  office  received  a fax  on 
Sept.  10  that  expressly  linked  campaign  assistance,  in  the  form  of 
substantial  independent  expenditures,  to  my  vote. 


"This  was  beyond  a mere  condition  of  support/'  Snowbarger  said.  "Clearly, 
it  was  a quid  pro  quo." 

Snowbarger  is  running  for  re-election  on  Nov.  3 against  Democrat  and 
former  Johnson  County  District  Attorney  Dennis  Moore. 

Zane,  however,  said  it  appears  the  documents  that  Snowbarger  received  were 
internal  memos  from  a polling  firm  that  the  tribe  hired  to  assess  Third 
District  public  opinion  on  casino  gambling  at  The  Woodlands.  The  memos  also 
assessed  various  elected  officials'  chances  this  fall  --  Snowbarger's  among 
them. 

Zane  said  he  wants  to  know  how  Snowbarger  got  them. 

"It  wasn't  me,"  he  said.  "If  somebody  offered  him  a bribe,  name  that 
person . " 

But  Snowbarger  refused  to  do  so,  saying  innocent  intermediaries  could  be 
harmed . 

When  told  late  Monday  of  Zane's  comments,  Kevin  Yowell,  Snowbarger's 
campaign  manager,  and  Snowbarger  congressional  aide  Phil  LaCerte  confirmed 
that  the  Sept.  10  documents  were  indeed  strategy  memos  written  by  the 
polling  firm  to  Zane  and  the  tribe. 

"If  Zane  is  saying  he  never  communicated  this  directly  to  the  congressman, 
he's  probably  accurate,"  LaCerte  said.  "(But)  somebody  authorized  the 
release  of  this  document  to  us." 

Yowell  said  an  apparently  innocent  intermediary,  whom  he  knows  personally, 
was  contacted  by  someone  in  the  tribe's  camp  to  fax  the  memos  to  Snowbarger 
with  no  cover  letter  or  other  correspondence. 

"It  wasn't  like,  'Hey,  Vince,'  we've  got  this  offer  for  you,'  " said 
Yowell.  The  intermediary,  a woman,  called  Yowell  and  told  him,  " 'They  want 
you  to  see  this,'  " he  said. 

Yowell  said  the  incident  has  been  reported  to  the  Federal  Election 
Commission,  the  U.S.  Attorney  for  Kansas  and  the  state  attorney  general's 
office.  Yowell  said  he  met  Monday  with  the  FBI  to  discuss  the  allegations. 

Zane  said  the  poll  results  "showed  the  issue  (of  gambling  at  the  track)  is 
hugely  popular  out  there.  And  it  showed  the  demographics  of  the  issue  could 
work  for  Snowbarger,  if  he  wanted  it  to." 

Zane  confirmed  that  documents  also  spell  out  a strategy  detailing  how  the 
tribe  would  help  Snowbarger's  campaign  committee  with  independently 
produced  mailings  and  phone  banks,  "should  the  congressman  end  up 
supporting  this  proposal." 

Independent  expenditures  are  permitted  under  federal  election  law  if  a 
candidate  and  the  campaign  committee  remain  unaware  and  uninvolved 
beforehand . 

"The  problem  is  they  deliberately  made  certain  we  knew  about"  plans  to 
assist  Snowbarger's  campaign,  Yowell  said.  "When  they  made  sure  we 
knew. . .that ' s where  it  looks  like  bribery." 

But  Zane  insists  the  strategy  to  aid  Snowbarger  was  simply  a hypothetical 
option.  "I  think  he's  doing  this  now  to  cloud  the  issue... to  turn  all  this 
into  an  accusation  of  wrongdoing  to  mask  his  opposition  to  a plan  that  is 
popular  in  his  district." 

If  Snowbarger  persists  in  calling  the  documents  a bribe  offer,  Zane  added, 
"I  will  sue  him  for  libel." 

Snowbarger  was  an  opponent  of  gambling  while  a member  of  the  Kansas 
Legislature.  In  Congress,  he  has  been  working  to  keep  the  Woodlands' 
gambling  measure  from  coming  to  the  House  floor. 

He  said  Monday  that  the  measure  could  make  it  easier  for  tribes  in  other 
states  to  also  open  casinos  off  their  historic  reservation  lands. 

Snowbarger  said  the  House  Resources  Committee,  led  by  committee  Chairman 
Don  Young,  an  Alaska  Republican,  approved  the  measure  Sept.  9. 

Young  is  the  chief  sponsor  of  the  measure.  Zane  is  a former  member  of 
Young's  congressional  staff  and  the  lobbying  firm  also  maintains  an  office 
in  Anchorage,  Alaska. 

A spokesman  for  Young  said  Monday  the  congressman  had  no  comment  on 
Snowbarger's  allegations.  He  also  declined  to  respond  to  questions  why 
Young  had  sponsored  a bill  that  affected  only  one  tribe  in  Kansas. 

The  bill  would  circumvent  normal  state  and  federal  governmental  approval 
processes  by  exclusively  allowing  the  Wyandotte  Tribe  to  purchase  the 
financially  troubled  Woodlands  horse-  and  dog-racing  track,  or  other  land 


in  Wyandotte  County,  for  the  purpose  of  casino-style  gambling. 

Federal  law  allows  tribal  gaming  on  reservation  land  or  other  land  that 
the  federal  government  agrees  to  hold  in  trust.  Young's  House  Resolution 
3797  instructs  the  U.S.  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  accept  in  trust  "other 
land  located  with  Wyandotte  County,  Kansas... for  gaming  purposes." 

Snowbarger  said  he  expressed  his  opposition  to  the  bill  to  Young  the  night 
before  the  committee  was  to  vote  on  the  measure  and  said  he  requested  that 
his  staff  be  allowed  to  present  information  to  the  committee  before  the 
vote. 

When  a committee  staffer  arrived  at  the  meeting  the  next  day,  Snowbarger 
said,  a voice  vote  already  had  been  taken. 

All  content  (c)  1998  The  Kansas  City  Star 
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Columbus  Day:  "A  Day  of  Infamy" 

Why  AIM  (American  Indian  Movement)  opposes  Columbus  Day 
By  Glenn  Morris  and  Russell  Means 

When  Taino  Indians  saved  Christopher  Columbus  from  certain  death  on 
the  fateful  morning  of  Oct.  12,  1492,  a glorious  opportunity 
presented  itself.  The  cultures  Europe  and  the  Americas  could  have 
merged,  and  the  beauty  of  both  races  could  have  flourished. 

Unfortunately,  what  occurred  was  neither  beautiful  nor  heroic.  Dust 
as  Columbus  could  not,  and  did  not,  "discover"  a hemisphere  that 
was  already  inhabited  by  nearly  100  million  people,  his  arrival 
cannot,  and  will  not,  be  recognized  as  a heroic  and  celebratory 
event  by  indigenous  peoples. 

Unlike  the  Western  tradition,  which  presumes  some  absolute  concept 
of  objective  truth,  and  consequently,  one  "factual"  depiction  of 
history,  the  indigenous  view  recognizes  that  there  exist  many 
truths  in  the  world  and  many  legitimate  recollections  of  any  given 
historical  event,  depending  on  one's  perspective  and  experiences. 

>From  an  indigenous  vantage  point,  Columbus'  arrival  was  a disaster 
from  the  beginning.  Although  his  own  diaries  indicated  that  he  was 
greeted  by  the  Taino  Indians  with  the  most  generous  hospitality  he 
had  ever  known,  he  immediately  began  the  enslavement  and  slaughter 
of  the  Indian  peoples  of  the  Caribbean  islands.  As  the  eminent 
Columbus  biographer  Samuel  Eliot  Morison  admits  in  his  book. 

Admiral  of  the  Ocean  Sea,  Columbus  was  personally  responsible  for 
enslavement  and  murder  of  indigenous  peoples.  He  was  personally 
responsible  for  the  design  and  operation  of  the  encomienda  system 
that  tied  Indians  as  slaves  to  the  lands  stolen  from  them  by  the 
European  invaders. 

As  detailed  in  the  American  Heritage  Magazine  (October, 1976) , 

Columbus  personally  oversaw  the  genocide  of  the  Taino  Indian  nation 
of  what  is  now  Haiti  and  the  Dominican  Republic.  Consequently,  this 
murderer,  despite  his  historical  notoriety,  deserves  no  recognition 
or  accolades  as  a hero;  he  deserves  no  respect  as  a visionary;  and 
he  is  not  worthy  of  a state  or  national  holiday  in  his  honor. 

Defenders  of  Columbus  and  his  holiday  argue  that  indigenous  peoples 
unfairly  judge  Columbus,  a 15th  century  actor,  by  the  moral  and 
legal  standards  of  the  late  20th  century.  Such  a defense  implies 
that  no  moral  or  legal  constraints  applied  to  individuals  such  as 
Columbus,  or  countries,  in  1492.  As  Roger  Williams  details  in  his 
book.  The  American  Indian  in  Western  Legal  Thought,  not  only  were 
there  European  moral  and  legal  principles  in  1492,  but  they  largely 
favored  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  to  be  free  from 
unjustified  invasion  and  pillage  by  Europeans. 


Unfortunately,  the  issue  of  Columbus  and  Columbus  Day  is  not  easily 
resolvable  with  a disposition  of  Columbus,  the  man.  Columbus  Day  as 
a national,  and  international,  phenomenon  reflects  a much  larger 
dynamic  that  promotes  myriad  myths  and  historical  lies  that  have 
been  used  through  the  ages  to  dehumanize  Indians,  justifying  the 
theft  of  our  lands,  the  attempted  destruction  of  our  nations,  and 
the  genocide  against  our  people.  Since  the  15th  Century,  the  myth 
of  Columbus'  discovery  has  been  used  in  the  development  of  laws  and 
policies  that  reek  of  Orwell's  doublespeak:  theft  equals  the 
righteous  spread  of  civilization,  genocide  is  God's  deliverance  of 
the  wilderness  from  the  savages,  and  the  destruction  of  Indian 
societies  implies  the  superiority  of  European  values  and 
institutions  over  indigenous  ones. 

Columbus  Day  is  a perpetuation  of  racist  assumptions  that  the 
Western  Hemisphere  was  a wasteland  cluttered  with  savages  awaiting 
the  blessings  of  Western  "civilization."  Throughout  the  hemisphere, 
educational  systems  perpetuate  these  myths  - suggesting  that 
indigenous  peoples  have  contributed  nothing  to  the  world,  and, 
consequently,  should  be  grateful  for  their  colonization  and  their 
microwave  ovens. 

As  Alfred  Crosby,  Kirkpatrick  Sale,  and  lack  Weatherford  have 
illustrated  in  their  books,  not  only  was  the  Western  Hemisphere  a 
virtual  ecological  and  health  paradise  prior  to  1492,  but  the 
Indians  of  the  Americas  have  been  responsible  for  such 
revolutionary  global  contributions  as  the  model  for  U.S. 
constitutional  government,  agricultural  advances  that  currently 
provide  60  percent  of  the  world's  daily  diet,  and  hundreds  of 
medical  and  medicinal  techniques  still  in  use  today. 

If  you  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  Indians  had  developed 
highly  complex  and  sophisticated  societies,  then  you  have  been 
victimized  by  an  educational  and  social  system  that  has  given  you  a 
retarded,  distorted  view  of  history.  The  operation  of  this  view  has 
also  enabled  every  country  in  this  hemisphere,  including  the  U.S., 
to  continue  its  destruction  of  Indian  peoples.  From  the  jungles  of 
Brazil  to  the  highlands  of  Guatemala,  from  the  Chaco  of  Paraguay  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  Indian  people  remain  in  a 
perpetual  state  of  danger  from  the  systems  that  Christopher 
Columbus  began  in  1492. 

Throughout  the  Americas,  Indian  people  remain  at  the  bottom  of 
every  socioeconomic  indicator,  we  are  under  continuing  physical 
attack,  and  are  afforded  the  least  access  to  economic,  political, 
or  legal  redress.  Despite  these  constant  and  unbridled  assaults,  we 
have  resisted,  we  have  survived,  and  we  refuse  to  surrender  any 
more  of  our  homeland  or  to  disappear  into  the  romantic  sunset. 

To  dignify  Columbus  and  his  legacy  with  parades,  holidays  and  other 
celebrations  is  intolerable  to  us.  As  the  original  peoples  of  this 
land,  we  cannot,  and  will  not,  countenance  social  and  political 
festivities  that  celebrate  our  genocide.  We  are  embarking  on  a two- 
pronged campaign  in  the  quincentenary  year  to  confront  the 
continuing  racism  against  Indian  people. 

First,  we  are  advocating  that  the  divisive  Columbus  Day  holiday 
should  be  replaced  by  a celebration  that  is  much  more  inclusive  and 
more  accurately  reflective  of  the  cultural  and  racial  richness  of 
the  Americas.  Such  a holiday  will  provide  respect  and 
acknowledgement  to  every  group  and  individual  of  the  importance  and 
value  of  their  heritage,  and  will  allow  a more  honest  and  accurate 
portrayal  of  the  evolution  of  the  hemisphere.  It  will  also  provide 
an  opportunity  for  greater  understanding  and  respect  as  our 
societies  move  ahead  into  the  next  500  years.  Opponents  to  this 
suggestion  react  as  though  this  proposal  is  an  attack  on  ancient 
time-honored  holiday,  but  Columbus  Day  has  been  a national  holiday 
only  since  1971  - and  in  1991,  hopefully,  we  can  correct  the  errors 
of  the  past,  moving  forward  in  an  atmosphere  of  mutual  respect  and 
inclusiveness . 

Second,  and  related  to  the  first,  is  the  advancement  of  an  active 


militant  campaign  to  demand  that  federal,  state,  and  local 
authorities  begin  the  removal  of  anti-Indian  icons  throughout  the 
country.  Beginning  with  Columbus,  we  are  insisting  on  the  removal 
of  statues,  street  names,  public  parks,  and  any  other  public  object 
that  seeks  to  celebrate  or  honor  devastators  of  Indian  peoples.  We 
will  take  an  active  role  of  opposition  to  public  displays,  parades, 
and  celebrations  that  champion  Indian  haters.  We  encourage  others, 
in  every  community  in  the  land,  to  educate  themselves  and  to  take 
responsibility  for  the  removal  of  anti-Indian  vestiges  among  them. 

For  people  of  goodwill,  there  is  no  better  time  for  the  re- 
examination of  the  past,  and  a rectification  of  the  historical 
record  for  future  generations,  than  the  500th  anniversary  of 
Columbus'  arrival.  There  is  no  better  place  for  this  re-examination 
to  begin  than  in  Colorado,  the  birthplace  of  the  Columbus  Day 
holiday. 


Russell  Means  and  Glenn  Morris  wrote  this  position  statement  on 
behalf  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  of  Colorado,  1574  South 
Pennsylvania  St.,  Denver,  CO 
Unit  I:  The  Colonial  Era  (1607-1763) 

Source  - 

http : / /www .orangeschools. org/0HS/TeacherPGs/T3ord an/ Pages/ columbusday.html 

End  of  forwarded  article. 

lai  Maharaj 

Latest  world  news  at: 

http://www.flex.com/~jai/topnews . html 

Om  Shanti 


"RE : More  on  Columbus  Day"  

Date:  Wed,  07  Oct  1998  22:39:46  -0700 
From:  Debra  Krol  <djkrol@earthlink.net> 

Sub j : More  on  Columbus  Day 

UUCP  email 

Aquish!  My  name  is  Debra  Utacia  Krol,  and  I am  an  enrolled  member  of 
the  Salinan  Nation  of  central  California.  I am  also  a free-lance  writer 
and  a participant  in  the  Bridges  to  Biomedical  Careers  for 
Under  represented  Minorities  Program  at  ASU  West.  I just  finished  a 
column  about  the  hypocrisy  of  celebrating  the  day  that  one  of  the  most 
brutal  butchers  of  the  European  invasion,  Christopher  Columbus, 
literally  ran  into  the  island  of  Flispaniola. 

I write  columns  for  the  Progressive  Media  Project,  an  alternative 
editorial  syndicate.  These  columns  are  distributed  over  the 
Knight-Ridder  Tribune  News  Service  wire,  and  so  get  nationwide  exposure. 

Flopefully  you  out  there  will  see  it  appear  in  your  paper.  If  you  do, 
please  write  the  paper  and  express  your  opinion  about  this  despicable 
'holiday.'  Perhaps,  if  there  is  enough  feedback,  we  can  raise  the 
consciousness  of  our  non-Native  neighbors  and  send  this  so-called 
'holiday'  to  where  it  belongs--the  trash  can. 

And  if  any  of  those  of  you  in  Indian  Country  have  a burning  issue, 
please  bring  it  to  my  attention.  I am  vitally  interested  in  promoting 
the  cause  of  Indian  rights,  especially  with  regards  to  recognition, 
social  justice,  and  sovereignty. 

Debra  Utacia  Krol 
17433  N.  16th  Lane 
Phoenix,  Arizona  85023 
(602)  866-2786 

"RE:  The  Last  Columbus  Day"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Oct  1998  20:48:50  -0400 

From:  "Michael  Fortson"  <michael@mediumone.com> 

Sub j : the  last  Columbus  Day 


Mailing  List: 


Paths -L  <paths-l@Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net> 


Please  forward  this;  it  clearly  needs  to  be  heard. 

++++++ 

(from  Carol  M) 

"A  friend  is  a teacher  in  one  of  our  suburban  schools.  Come  Columbus  Day 
(or  Italian  Invasion  Day  if  you  will)  an  actor  was  hired  to  play  the  part  of 
Columbus.  The  children  were  delighted  to  see  this  fully  costumed  actor,  but 
were  shocked  at  what  he  did.  He  announced  that  he  had  just  discovered  that 
classroom  and  proceeded  to  rummage  through  desks  taking  whatever  appealed  to 
him.  Students  protested  saying  "you  can't  have  that,  it's  mine"  to  which  he 
replied  "no,  I just  discovered  this  place,  so  what's  here  is  mine."  He  then 
left  the  room  with  his  booty  and  went  on  to  the  next  classroom  and  did  the 
same  thing.  Needless  to  say  those  students  learned  a lot  about  the 
difference  between  "discovery"  and  "invasion"  and  came  away  with  a whole  new 
respect  for  the  many  Native  Peoples  who  were  here  then  and  who  are  here  now. 
They  also  were  bewildered  as  to  why  a day  should  be  set  aside  to  *honor* 
such  a man.  " 

my  two  cents:  The  history  books  have  been  wrong  about  the  true  legacy  of 
this  day  for  far  too  long.  It  is  time  to  change  them.  Now. 

Columbus  day  will  continue;  it  is  the  meaning  of  the  day  that  must  be 
fixed . 

To  borrow  a concept  from  Bill  Clinton,  which  he  directed  at  the  Chinese 
leader  while  debating  the  meaning  of  Tiananmen  Square:  We're  on  the  wrong 
side  of  history  on  this  one. 

Columbus  day  is  not  for  simple  celebration.  It  should  be  many  things: 

+ Mourning.  For  the  People  whose  lives  and  civilizations  were  shattered  and 
scattered  to  the  winds. 

+ Vigilance.  That  no  such  occurrence  should  happen  again  in  this  world. 

+ Determination.  To  help  those  People  to  rebuild.  The  First  Nations  still 
exist,  and  the  People  are  strong.  But  the  injustices  continue,  threatening 
the  liberty  and  sovereignty  of  those  who  remain.  They  remain  "wards"  of  the 
U.S.,  but  corruption  and  incompetence  among  runs  high  among  those  tasked 
with  "managing"  their  affairs.  It  is  time  for  the  US  government  to  step 
aside  and  return  the  control  of  these  Peoples  lives  to  the  People 
themselves,  as  truly  independent  Nations. 

+ Celebration.  Of  the  spirit  of  these  People,  who  have  survived  every 
attempt  at  extermination,  keeping  the  fires  of  their  People  burning  still. 

--  mlf 


- "RE:  Papal  Bulls  Burning"  

Date:  Wed,  7 Oct  1998  03:11:55  -1000 
From:  Tony  Castanha  <castanha@HAWAII . EDU> 

Sub j : Papal  Bulls  Burning!  (Part  I)  - Please  forward 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  Taino  interest  forum<TAINO-L(a)MAE LSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

PLEASE  FORWARD 

"This  conclusion  [examining  the  process  as  to  how  historical  entities  are 
produced  rather  than  taking  for  granted  and  assuming  their  production  via 
"divine"  creation]  led  me  to  understand  that  the  basic  concept  for  the 
historian  is  that  of  "invention,"  because  the  concept  of  "creation,"  which 
assumes  that  something  is  produced  EX  NIHILO,  can  have  meaning  only  within 
the  sphere  of  religious  faith.  Thus  I came  to  suspect  that  the  clue  to  the 
problem  of  the  historical  appearance  of  America  lay  in  considering  the 
event  as  the  result  of  an  inspired  invention  of  Western  thought  and  not  as 
the  result  of  a purely  physical  discovery,  brought  about,  furthermore, 
by  accident.  But  in  order  to  test  this  theory  it  was  necessary  to 
undertake  a critical  inquiry  aimed  at  retracing  the  whole  history,  not  of 
the  "discovery  of  America,"  but  of  the  IDEA  THAT  AMERICA  HAD  BEEN 
DISCOVERED.  The  result  of  this  investigation,  published  in  1951,  allowed 
me  to  see  that,  when  carried  to  its  logical  conclusion,  that  idea  implies 


a REDUCTIO  AD  ABSURDUM,  and  therefore,  that  it  is  an  inadequate  way  to 
understand  the  historical  reality  which  it  attempts  to  explain"  (Edmundo 
O'Gorman,  The  Invention  of  America,  1961). 

Aloha  y Guaitiao, 

E komo  mai  - welcome!  This  message  is  broken  into  two  separate  email 
messages:  Part  I announces  the  papal  bulls  burning  event,  particularly  the 
Honolulu  event,  and  provides  some  background  on  the  historical  and 
contemporary  meaning  of  these  decrees  and  the  movement  to  revoke  them. 
Steve  Newcomb's  article,  "Five  Hundred  Years  of  Injustice,"  critiques  the 
basis  of  the  "Doctrine  of  Discovery"  and  is  a must  read  in  order  to  see 
how  Christian  dogma  still  forms  the  basis  of  international  law  with  regard 
to  indigenous  peoples  today.  Part  II  provides  a historical  introduction  to 
the  "Inter  Caetera"  bull  of  May  4,  1493,  and  the  words  of  the  bull  in  its 
entirety,  for  your  printing  and  burning  pleasure. 

*COME  and  PARTICIPATE  at  the  annual  global  Papal  Bulls  burning  on  Monday 
October  12,  5pm,  so-called  "Columbus"  or  "Discoverer's  Day."  The  event  in 
Honolulu  will  take  place  at  the  Catholic  Diocese  Office  of  the  Bishop, 

1184  Bishop  St.  (Fort  St.  Mall  right  off  Beretania).  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES 
AND  SUPPORTERS  CALL  UPON  PEOPLE  OF  CONSCIENCE  IN  THE  ROMAN  CATHOLIC 
HIERARCHY  TO  PERSUADE  THE  VATICAN  AND  POPE  JOHN  PAUL  II  TO  FORMALLY  REVOKE 
THESE  DOCUMENTS.  Speakers  include  Kaleo  Patterson,  Hawai'i  Ecumenical 
Coalition;  Nalani  Minton,  Indigenous  Law  Institute;  Hank  Raymond,  Okanogan 
San  Poil  people;  Ralph  Summy,  Spark  Matsunaga  Institute  for  Peace;  Tony 
Castanha,  Caribe/Boricua  descendant.  Sponsoring  organizations  in  Hawai'i 
include  the  Hawai'i  Ecumenical  Coalition,  Matsunaga  Institute  for  Peace, 

Ka  Pakaukau,  Ahupua'a  Action  Alliance,  Indigenous  Law  Institute,  and  the 
Pro-Kanaka  Maoli  Independence  Working  Group. 

For  more  information  contact:  Nalani  (nalanima@aol.com),  Tony 
(castanha@hawaii.edu),  Francis  (fboyle@law.uiuc.edu)  or  Josh 
(joshua@hawaii.edu) . 

*What  are  the  "Papal  Bulls"?  The  papal  bulls  were  decrees  issued  by  the 
Vatican  hierarchy  which  essentially  sanctioned  the  fifteenth  century 
Portuguese  and  Spanish  invasions  and  genocide  campaigns  into  Africa  and 
the  Amerikas.  Though  many  bulls  had  been  historically  handed  down,  we  are 
primarily  con-cerned  with  two  decrees:  the  1452  bull  issued  by  Pope 
Nicolas  V to  Portuguese  King  Alfonso  and  the  May  4,  1493  Inter  Cetera  bull 
issued  to  the  king  and  queen  of  Spain  by  Pope  Alexander  VI.  Both  decrees 
established  Christian  dominion  and  subjugation  of  non-Christian  "heathen" 
peoples  and  their  lands.  The  1493  bull  had  divided  the  world  in  half, 
everything  370  leagues  west  of  the  Cape  Verde  islands  went  to  Spain, 
everything  east  to  Portugal. 

*Why  is  revoking  the  papal  bulls  important  today?  This  action  would  help 
restore  the  fundamental  human  rights  of  indigenous  peoples.  The 
Christian/heathen  ideology  of  the  bulls  forms  the  basis  of  the  Doctrine  of 
Discovery  and  the  Law  of  "Christian"  Nations  (see  Newcomb  below)  and, 
subsequently,  forms  the  core  of  U.S.  Federal  Indian  law  today.  These 
documents  continue  to  be  used  by  Nation-States  to  subjugate  and  deny  the 
rights  of  indigenous  peoples. 

A movement  to  revoke  the  papal  bulls  has  been  ongoing  for  a number  of 
years.  At  the  Parliament  of  World  Religions  in  1994  over  60  indigenous 
delegates  drafted  a Declaration  of  Vision.  It  reads,  in  part: 

We  call  upon  the  people  of  conscience  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  to  persuade  Pope  3ohn  II  to  formally  revoke  the 
Inter  Cetera  Bull  of  May  4,  1493,  which  will  restore  our 
fundamental  human  rights.  That  Papal  document  called  for 
our  Nations  and  Peoples  to  be  subjugated  so  the  Christian 
Empire  and  its  doctrines  would  be  propagated.  The  U.S. 

Supreme  Court  ruling  Johnson  v.  McIntosh  8 Wheat  543  (in 
1823)  adopted  the  same  principle  of  subjugation  expressed 
in  the  Inter  Cetera  Bull.  This  Papal  Bull  has  been,  and 
continues  to  be,  devastating  to  our  religions,  our  cultures, 
and  the  survival  of  our  populations. 

FIVE  HUNDRED  YEARS  OF  INJUSTICE: 


The  Legacy  of  Fifteenth  Century  Religious  Prejudice 

1992 

by 

Steve  Newcomb 

(Shawnee/Lenape  Legal  Scholar) 

When  Christopher  Columbus  first  set  foot  on  the  white  sands  of  Guanahani 
island,  he  performed  a ceremony  to  "take  possession"  of  the  land  for  the 
king  and  queen  of  Spain,  acting  under  the  inter-national  laws  of  Western 
Christendom.  Although  the  story  of  Columbus'  "discovery"  has  taken  on 
mythological  proprtions  in  most  of  the  Western  world,  few  people  are  aware 
that  his  act  of  "possession"  was  based  on  a religious  doctrine  now  known 
as  the  Doctrine  of  Discovery.  Even  fewer  people  realize  that  today--five 
centuries  later--the  United  States  government  stil  uses  this  archaic 
Dudeo-Christian  doctrine  to  deny  the  rights  of  Native  American  Indians. 

Origins  of  the  Doctrine  of  Discovery 

To  understand  the  connection  between  Christendom's  principle  of 
discovery  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  we  need  to  begin  by  examining 
a papal  document  issued  forty  years  before  Columbus'  historic  voyage.  In 
1452,  Pope  Nicholas  V issued  to  King  Alfonso  V of  Portugal  the  bull 
Romanus  Pontifex,  declaring  war  against  all  non-Christians  throughout  the 
world,  and  specifically  sanc-tioning  and  promoting  the  conquest, 
colonization,  and  exploitation  of  non-Christian  nations  and  their 
territories . 

Under  various  theological  and  legal  doctrines  formulated  during  and 
after  the  Crusades,  non-Christians  were  considered  enemies  of  the  Catholic 
faith  and,  as  such,  less  than  human.  Accordingly,  in  the  bull  of  1452, 

Pope  Nicholas  directed  King  Alfonso  to  "capture,  vanquish,  and  subdue  the 
saracens,  pagans,  and  other  enemies  of  Christ,"  to  "put  them  into 
perpetual  slavery,"  and  "to  take  all  their  possessions  and  property." 
[Davenport:  20-26]  Acting  on  this  papal  privilege,  Portugal  continued  to 
traffic  in  African  slaves,  and  expanded  its  royal  dominions  by  making 
"discoveries"  along  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  claiming  those  lands  as 
Portuguese  territory. 

Thus,  when  Columbus  sailed  west  across  the  Sea  of  Darkness  in  1492-- 
with  the  express  understanding  that  he  was  authorized  to  "take  possession" 
of  any  lands  he  "discovered"  that  were  "not  under  the  dominion  of  any 
Christian  rulers"--he  and  the  Spanish  sovereigns  of  Aragon  and  Castile 
were  following  an  already  well-established  tradi-tion  of  "discovery"  and 
conquest.  [Thacher:  96]  Indeed,  after  Columbus  returned  to  Europe,  Pope 
Alexander  VI  issued  a papal  document,  the  bull  Inter  Cetera  of  May  3,  1493, 
"granting"  to  Spain--at  the  request  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella--the  right 
to  conquer  the  lands  which  Columbus  had  already  found,  as  well  as  any 
lands  which  Spain  might  "discover"  in  the  future. 

In  the  Inter  Cetera  document.  Pope  Alexander  stated  his  desire  that  the 
"discovered"  people  be  "subjugated  and  brought  to  the  faith  itself." 
[Davenport:  61]  By  this  means,  said  the  pope,  the  "Christian  Empire"  would 
be  propagated.  [Thatcher:  127]  When  Portugal  protested  this  concession  to 
Spain,  Pope  Alexander  stipulated  in  a subsequent  bull--issued  May  4,  1493- 
-that  Spain  must  not  attempt  to  establish  its  dominion  over  lands  which 
had  already  "come  into  the  possession  of  any  Christian  lords."  [Daven- 
port: 68]  Then,  to  placate  the  two  rival  monarchs,  the  pope  drew  a line  of 
demarcation  between  the  two  poles,  giving  Spain  rights  of  conquest  and 
dominion  over  one  side  of  the  globe,  and  Portugal  over  the  other. 

During  this  quincentennial  of  Columbus'  jouney  to  the  Americas,  it  is 
important  to  recognize  that  the  grim  acts  of  genocide  and  conquest  by 
Columbus  and  his  men  against  the  peaceful  Native  people  of  the  Caribbean 
were  sanctioned  by  the  above  mentioned  documents  of  the  Catholic  church. 
Indeed,  these  papal  documents  were  frequently  used  by  Christian  European 
conquerors  in  the  Americas  to  justify  an  incredibly  brutal  system  of 
colonization--  which  dehumanized  the  indigenous  people  by  regarding  their 
territories  as  being  "inhabited  only  by  brute  animals."  [Story:  135-6] 

The  lesson  to  be  learned  is  that  the  papal  bulls  of  1452  and  1493  are 
but  two  clear  examples  of  how  the  "Christian  Powers,"  or  "dif-ferent 
States  of  Christendom,"  viewed  indigenous  peoples  as  "the  lawful  spoil  and 
prey  of  their  civilized  conquerors."  [Wheaton:  270-1]  In  fact,  the 


Christian  "Law  of  Nations"  asserted  that  Christian  nations  had  a divine 
right,  based  on  the  Bible,  to  claim  absolute  title  to  and  ultimate 
authority  over  any  newly  "discovered"  Non-Christian  inhabitants  and  their 
lands.  Over  the  next  several  centuries,  these  beliefs  gave  rise  to  the 
Doctrine  of  Discovery  used  by  Spain,  Portugal,  England,  France,  and 
Holland--all  Christian  nations. 

The  Doctrine  of  Discovery  in  U.S.  Law 
In  1823,  the  Christian  Doctrine  of  Discovery  was  quietly  adopted  into  U. 
S.  law  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  celebrated  case,  JOHNSON  v.  McINTOSH  (8 
Wheat.,  543).  Writing  for  the  unanimous  court.  Chief  Justice  John  Marshall 
observed  that  Christian  European  nations  had  assumed  "ultimate  dominion" 
over  the  lands  of  America  during  the  Age  of  Discovery,  and  that--upon 
"discovery"--the  Indians  had  lost  "their  rights  to  complete  sovereignty, 
as  independent  nations,"  and  only  retained  a right  of  "occupancy"  in  their 
lands.  In  other  words,  Indian  nations  were  subject  to  the  ultimate 
authority  of  the  first  nation  of  Christendom  to  claim  possession  of  a 
given  region  of  Indian  lands.  [Johnson:  574;  Wheaton:  270-1] 

According  to  Marshall,  the  United  States--upon  winning  its  indepen- 
dence in  1776--became  a successor  nation  to  the  right  of  "discovery"  and 
acquired  the  power  of  "dominion"  from  Great  Britain.  [Johnson:  587-9]  Of 
course,  when  Marshall  first  defined  the  principle  of  "discovery,"  he  used 
language  phrased  in  such  a way  that  it  drew  attention  away  from  its 
religious  bias,  stating  that  "discovery  gave  title  to  the  government,  by 
whose  subject,  or  by  whose  author-ity,  the  discovery  was  made,  against 
all  other  European  governments."  [Johnson:  573-4]  However,  when  discussing 
legal  precedent  to  support  the  court's  findings,  Marshall  specifically 
cited  the  English  charter  issued  to  the  explorer  John  Cabot,  in  order  to 
document  England's  "complete  recognition"  of  the  Doctrine  of  Discovery. 
[Johnson:  576]  Then,  paraphrasing  the  language  of  the  charter,  Marshall 
noted  that  Cabot  was  authorized  to  take  possession  of  lands, 
"notwithstanding  the  occupancy  of  the  natives,  who  were  heathens,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  admitting  the  prior  title  of  any  Christian  people  who  may 
have  made  a previous  discovery."  [Johnson:  577] 

In  other  words,  the  Court  affirmed  that  United  States  law  was  based  on  a 
fundamental  rule  of  the  "Law  of  Nations"--that  it  was  permissible  to 
virtually  ignore  the  most  basic  rights  of  indigenous  "heathens,"  and  to 
claim  that  the  "unoccupied  lands"  of  America  rightfully  be-longed  to 
discovering  Christian  European  nations.  Of  course,  it's  important  to 
understand  that,  as  Benjamin  Munn  Ziegler  pointed  out  in  The  International 
Law  of  John  Marshall,  the  term  "unoccupied  lands"  referred  to  "the  land  in 
America  which,  when  discovered,  were  'occupied  by  Indians'  but 
'unoccupied'  by  Christians."  [Ziegler:  46] 

Ironically,  the  same  year  that  the  JOHNSON  v.  McINTOSH  decision  was 
handed  down,  founding  father  James  Madison  wrote:  "Religion  is  not  in  the 
purview  of  human  government.  Religion  is  essentially  distinct  from  civil 
government,  and  exempt  from  its  cognizance;  a connection  between  them  is 
injurious  to  both." 

Most  of  us  have  been  brought  up  to  believe  that  the  United  States 
Constitution  was  designed  to  keep  church  and  state  apart.  Unfortunate-ly, 
with  the  Johnson  decision,  the  Christian  Doctrine  of  Discovery  was  not 
only  written  into  U.S.  law  but  also  became  the  cornerstone  of  U.S.  Indian 
policy  over  the  next  century. 

From  Doctrine  of  Discovery  to  Domestic  Dependent  Nations 
Using  the  principle  of  "discovery"  as  its  premise,  the  Supreme  Court 
stated  in  1831  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  (and,  by  implication,  all 
Indian  nations)  was  not  fully  sovereign,  but  "may,  perhaps,"  be 
deemed  a "domestic  dependent  nation."  [Cherokee  Nation  v.  Georgia] 

The  federal  government  took  this  to  mean  that  treaties  made  with 
Indian  nations  did  not  recognize  Indian  nations  as  free  of  U.S. 
control.  According  to  the  U.S.  government,  Indian  nations  were 
"domestic  dependent  nations"  subject  to  the  federal  government's 
absolute  legislative  authority--known  in  the  law  as  "plenary  power." 

Thus,  the  ancient  doctrine  of  Christian  discovery  and  its  subjuga- 
tion of  "heathen"  Indians  were  extended  by  the  federal  government 
into  a mythical  doctrine  that  the  U.S.  Constitution  allows  for 


governmental  authority  over  Indian  nations  and  their  lands.  [Savage: 
59-60] 

The  myth  of  U.S.  "plenary  power"  over  Indians--a  power,  by  the  way, 
that  was  never  intended  by  the  authors  of  the  Constitution  [Savage: 
115-17]--has  been  used  by  the  United  States  to: 

a)  Circumvent  the  terms  of  solemn  treaties  that  the  U.S.  entered 
into  with  Indian  nations,  despite  the  fact  that  all  such  treaties 
are  "supreme  Law  of  the  Land,  anything  in  the  Constitution  notwith- 
standing. " 

b)  Steal  the  homelands  of  Indian  peoples  living  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  by  removing  them  from  their  traditional  ancestral  homelands 
through  the  Indian  Removal  Act  of  1835. 

c)  Use  a congressional  statute,  known  as  the  General  Allotment  Act  of 
1887,  to  divest  Indian  people  of  some  90  million  acres  of  their  lands. 
This  act,  explained  John  Collier  (Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs)  was 
"an  indirect  method--peaceful  under  the  forms  of  law--of  taking  away 
the  land  that  we  were  determined  to  take  away  but  did  not  want  to  take 
it  openly  by  breaking  treaties." 

d)  Steal  the  sacred  Black  Hills  from  the  Great  Sioux  nation  in  viola- 
tion of  the  1868  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie  which  recognized  the  Sioux 
Nation's  exclusive  and  absolute  possession  of  their  lands. 

e)  Pay  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  $26  million  for  24  million  acres 
of  Western  Shoshone  lands,  because  the  Western  Shoshone  people  have 
steadfastly  refused  to  sell  the  land  and  refused  to  accept  the  money. 
Although  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation's  sovereignty  and  territorial 
boundaries  were  clearly  recognized  by  the  federal  government  in  the 
1863  Ruby  Valley  Treaty,  the  government  now  claims  that  paying  itself 
on  behalf  of  the  Western  Shoshone  has  extinguished  the  Western 
Shoshone's  title  to  their  lands. 

The  above  cases  are  just  a few  examples  of  how  the  United  States 
government  has  used  the  30HNS0N  v.  McINTOSH  and  Cherokee  Nation  v. 
Georgia  decisions  to  callously  disregard  the  human  rights  of  Native 
peoples.  Indeed,  countless  U.S.  Indian  policies  have  been  based  on 
the  underlying,  hidden  rationale  of  "Christian  discovery"--a  rationale 
which  holds  that  the  "heathen"  indigenous  peoples  of  the  Americas  are 
"subordinate  to  the  first  Christian  discoverer,"  or  its  successor. 
[Wheaten:  271] 

As  Thomas  Jefferson  once  observed,  when  the  state  uses  church  doctrine 
as  a coercive  tool,  the  result  is  "hypocrisy  and  meanness."  Unfortunate- 
ly, the  United  States  Supreme  Court's  use  of  the  ancient  Christian 
Doctrine  of  Discovery- -to  circumvent  the  Constitution  as  a means  of 
taking  Indian  lands  and  placing  Indian  nations  under  U.S.  control-- 
has  proven  Madison  and  Jefferson  right. 

Bringing  an  End  to  Five  Hundred 
Years  of  Injustice  to  Indigenous  Peoples 

In  a country  set  up  to  maintain  a strict  separation  of  church  and 
state,  the  Doctrine  of  Discovery  should  have  long  ago  been  declared 
unconstitutional  because  it  is  based  on  a prejudicial  treatment  of 
Native  American  people  simply  because  they  were  not  Christians  at  the 
time  of  European  arrival.  By  penalizing  Native  people  on  the  basis  of 
their  non-Christian  religious  beliefs  and  ceremonial  practices,  strip- 
ping them  of  most  of  their  lands  and  most  of  their  sovereignty,  the 
JOHNSON  v.  McINTOSH  ruling  stands  as  a monumental  violation  of  the 
"natural  rights"  of  humankind,  as  well  as  the  most  fundamental  human 
rights  of  indigenous  peoples. 

As  we  move  beyond  the  quincentennial  of  Columbus'  invasion  of  the 
Americas,  it  is  high  time  to  formally  renounce  and  put  an  end  to  the 
religious  prejudice  that  was  written  into  U.S.  law  by  Chief  Justice 
John  Marshall.  Whether  or  not  the  American  people--especially  the 
Christian  right--prove  willing  to  assist  Native  people  in  getting  the 
Johnson  ruling  overturned  will  say  a lot  to  the  world  community  about 
just  how  seriously  the  United  States  takes  its  own  foundational  prin- 
ciples of  liberty,  justice,  and  religious  freedom. 

As  we  approach  the  500th  anniversary  of  the  Inter  Cetera  bulls  on  May 
3 and  4 of  1993,  it  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  that  the  Doctrine  of 


Discovery  is  still  being  used  by  countries  throughout  the  Americas  to 
deny  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples,  and  to  perpetuate  colonization 
throughout  the  Western  Hemisphere.  To  begin  to  bring  that  system  of 
colonization  to  an  end,  and  to  move  away  from  a cultural  and  spirtual 
tradition  of  subjugation,  we  must  overturn  the  doctrine  at  its  roots. 
Therefore,  I propose  that  non-Native  people- -especially  Christians-- 
unite  in  solidarity  with  indigenous  peoples  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 
to  impress  upon  Pope  John  Paul  II  how  important  it  is  for  him  to 
revoke,  in  a formal  ceremony  with  indigenous  people,  the  Inter  Cetera 
bulls  of  1493. 

Revoking  those  papal  documents  and  overturning  the  JOHNSON  v.  McINTOSH 
decision  are  two  important  first  steps  toward  correcting  the  injustices 
that  have  been  inflicted  on  indigenous  peoples  over  the  past  five  hun- 
dred years.  They  are  also  spiritually  significant  steps  toward  creating 
a way  of  life  that  is  no  longer  based  on  greed  and  subjugation.  Perhaps 
then  we  will  be  able  to  use  our  newfound  solidarity  to  begin  to  create 
a lifestyle  based  on  the  first  indigenous  principle: 

* RESPECT  THE  EARTH  AND  HAVE  A SACRED  REGARD  FOR  ALL  LIVING  THINGS  * 

— "RE:  Ward  Valley  Protest  Action"  

Date:  Friday,  October  9,  1998 

From:  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance 

Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Cocopah,  Quechan,  Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes 
500  Merriman,  Needles,  California  92363 
Sub j : Ward  Valley  Protest  Action  at  EPA 

Contact:  Steve  Lopez,  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe  (520)  715-3864, 

Philip  Klasky,  BAN  Waste  Coalition  (415)  752-8678, 

Bradley  Angel,  Greenaction  (415)  566-3475. 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  LEADERS  TRAVEL  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO  TO  CHALLENGE 
THE  U.  S.  ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION  AGENCY  TO  TAKE  ACTION 
TO  STOP  THE  PROPOSED  WARD  VALLEY  NUCLEAR  DUMP 

RALLY  AND  PROTEST  ACTION  WEDNESDAY, 

OCTOBER  7 AT  12  NOON  at  EPA  HEADQUARTERS 
75  Hawthorne  Street,  San  Francisco. 

1:00  pm  march  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

11:45  Traditional  Native  American  Singers  and  Dancers 
(San  Francisco,  CA)  --  Native  American  leaders  and  dozens  of  tribal 
members  will  travel  from  their  reservations  along  the  Colorado  River  to 
San  Francisco  to  demand  that  the  United  States  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA)  act  now  to  stop  the  proposed  nuclear  waste  dump  at  Ward 
Valley. 

Tribal  leaders  are  responding  to  the  unprecedented  action  by  the  EPA's 
National  Environmental  Dustice  Advisory  Committee  (NE3AC)  directing  the 
federal  agency  take  action  to  halt  the  proposed  nuclear  dump.  At  11:45 
Native  Americans  will  present  traditional  song  and  dance  on  the  front 
steps  of  the  EPA  headquarters.  At  12  noon  tribal  representatives  will 
report  the  results  of  their  meeting  with  EPA  officials  and  participate 
in  a rally  followed  by  a 1:00  pm  march  to  the  offices  of  the  Department 
of  the  Interior. 

"The  EPA  has  clear  direction  from  its  own  environmental  justice  council 
to  act  now  to  uphold  environmental  justice  and  stop  the  nuclear  waste 
dump  proposed  for  our  sacred  lands,"  said  Steve  Lopez,  spokesman  for 
the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance,  a consortium  of  the  five 
lower  Colorado  River  Indian  tribes. 

For  the  last  eight  years.  Native  American  tribes  have  asserted  that  the 
controversial  nuclear  waste  dump  would  violate  environmental  justice 
laws  and  mandates.  The  EPA  has  been  designated  by  the  Presidential  Order 
on  Environmental  Dustice  as  the  federal  government's  lead  agency  on  the 
effects  of  toxic  contamination  on  minority  communities.  The  tribes  have 
informed  the  EPA  that  Ward  Valley  is  sacred  land  with  significant 
cultural  resources  and  that  the  proposed  dump  project  would  violate  the 
federal  government's  trust  responsibility  to  protect  Native  American 


sacred  sites,  cultural  resources  and  economic  future.  The  tribal 
delegation  will  be  joined  by  Bay  Area  community,  cancer  support  and 
environmental  organizations. 

Governor  Peter  Wilson  and  the  nuclear  power  industry  have  promoted  the 
construction  of  the  Ward  Valley  dump  which  would  bury  long-lived  and 
highly  dangerous  radioactive  wastes,  mostly  from  nuclear  power  reactors, 
in  shallow  unlined  trenches,  above  an  aquifer,  eighteen  miles  from  the 
Colorado  River,  in  critical  habitat  for  an  endangered  species  and  on 
sacred  Indian  land. 

"RE : Protest  to  Free  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Thu,  8 Oct  1998  14:18:57  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : FWD.  from  LPDC:  Update  on  December  19th  protest  to  free 
Leonard  Peltier 

UUCP  email 

Plans  for  the  Saturday,  December  19th  Nonviolent  Civil  Disobedience  to  Free 
Leonard  Peltier  are  going  well.  Many  people  are  contacting  us  about  the 
protest.  Please  call  us  if  you  would  like  to  organize  an  action  in  your 
community  or  if  you  would  like  to  join  a protest  that  is  already  being 
planned.  Here  is  a sample  of  the  correspondence  that  we  have  received  so 
far. 

greetings  LPDC, 

I mentioned  recently  that  i would  help  coordinate  a Leonard  Peltier  Non 
Violent  Civil  Disobedience  on  Saturday  December  19  in  Melbourne, 

Australia . 

The  Anarchist  Black  Cross  Melbourne  (of  which  i am  a part)  has  agreed  to 
support  the  action.  The  event  will  occur  all  day  from  10am  at  the  American 
Consulate  which  is 

situated  at  553  St  Kilda  Rd,  Melbourne. 

Feel  free  to  advertise  the  Melbourne  solidarity  action  (protest)  and  the 
Anarchist  Black  Cross  Melbourne  support  (endorsement)  for  the  action. 

Feel  free  to  contact  me  (i  will  be  off  to  the  desert  to  help  with  some 
public  meetings  with  indigenous  Australians  in  a little  out  back  town 
called  Cooper  Peedy  to  help  stop  a radioactive  waste  dump  near  their 
homes).  I will  be  back  by  October  4 however  to  read  my  accumulated  emails. 
In  solidarity. 

Go  SIcK  mATE 

ciao. . . .madwog  and  eddie  spadougle 
madwog@xchange . anarki . net 

The  anarchist  black  cross  can  be  contacted  at 
abc@xchange . anarki . net 

PO  BOX  199  BRUNSWICK  EAST  VICTORIA  AUSTRALIA  3057 

To  the  Persons  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 

Hello.  My  name  is  leremy  Boyd.  I am  a student  at  Rhodes  College  in 
Memphis,  TN.  I have  known  of  the  plight  of  Leonard  Peltier  for  some  time 
now,  and  have  always  at  least  indirectly  supported  the  cause.  However, 

I am  now  more  interested  in  a more  direct  support  of  your  cause.  I 
learned  via  the  internet  of  the  national  day  of  civil  disobedience  on 
Dec.  19th.  I was  wondering  if  you  had  any  information  of  planned  events 
in  the  Memphis  area,  and  if  not,  if  you  could  send  me  information  regarding 
the  organization  of  one.  Also,  I would  like  to  request  a poster  and  flyers 
if  possible  for  the  upcoming  Leonard  Peltier  poster  day  to  be  put  up  on  my 
campus.  I hope  I can  be  of  help. 

Thank  you. 

-leremy  S.  Boyd 
Memphis,  TN  38112 
E-mail:  boyjs@rhodes.edu 


LPDC;  For  some  time  I have  been  wondering  about  the  Lenard  Peltier 
case.  I don't  know  who  he  is,  but  have  an  idea  about  the  situation  now.  I 
have  heard  of  people  talking  about  this  case  as  a young  girl.  I have  read 
your  report  on  the  web  in  regards  to  free  Lenard  by  the  holiday  season.  We 
live  in  Gold  River,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  & would  like  some  posters  to 
put  up  to  help  support  Leonards  freedom. 

Thank  you,  Susan  L.  Peters 
Gold  River,  B.C. 

You  may  add  us  as  endorsers  (as  individuals,  & as  Nuclear  Resister  Editors 
only  for  ID  purposes) 

We  will  publicize  the  plans  in  the  upcoming  issue  (8/28)  of  the  Nuclear 
Resister ! 

Thank  you. 

lack  & Felice 

lack  & Felice  Cohen-loppa 

the  Nuclear  Resister 

P.0.  Box  43383 

Tucson  AZ  85733 

(520)323-8697 

PLEASE  E-MAIL  MORE  INFO  FOR  THE  CLEVELAND/AKRON  OHIO  AREA. 

THANKS  FOR  YOUR  TIME.  E-MAIL: KILRBEE7@AOL.COM 

Hello.  My  name  is  Marq  Spencer.  I have  long  followed  the  unfortunate 
story  of  Leonard  Peltier.  In  the  past,  I have  done  what  I can  to  help 
with  letter  writing,  and  spreading  the  word  to  others,  urging  them  to  do 
the  same.  I was  wondering  if  I can  get  info  on  flyers/posters  etc  for 
the  Oct  12  poster  distribution  day.  I am  a musician  in  the  Chicago  area. 

I could  distribute  flyers  for  the  Dec  19th  non-violent  civil 
disobedience  action.  I would  be  able  to  distribute  them  at  out  shows,  and 
just  by  going  out  to  the  clubs  in  town  when  I'm  not  playing.  I'd  really 
like  to  do  what  I can  to  help  spread  the  word  about  the  actions,  and  of 
course  encourage  many  more  to  call  for  clemency.  I'm  adding  a link  to 
your  page  on  the  bands  website  also  so  people  who  do  not  know  the  full 
history  can  read  the  details  on  Leonard's  plight.  If  you  could  send  me 
any  info  about  the  flyers,  I would  be  much  appreciative  for  your  time. 
Thank  you. 

Marq  Spencer 
cherokee@snugcove . com 
Elmwood  Park,  II  60707 

I'd  like  to  help  spread  the  news  of  the  non-violent  campaign  at  my 
school.  Could  you  please  send  as  many  posters  as  you'd  like  to: 

Chaz  McHale 

Taberg,  NY 

Thank  you  comrades. 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER,  FREE  MUMIA  ABU-3AMAL,  FREE  SYLVIA  BARALDINI 
FREE  ALL  POLITICAL  PRISONERS. 

— "RE:  Amnesty  International  Report  Blasts  US"  

Date:  Tue,  06  Oct  1998  21:28:11  -0500 

From:  Breeze  Luetke-Stahlman  <breezels@igc.org> 

Sub j : Amnesty  International  Report  blasts  US 

UUCP  email 

Included  in  the  Amnesty  International  Report,  and  further  brought  to 
light  at  an  additional  press  confrernce  on  October  15,  1998,  is  the 
issue  of  United  States  Political  Prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier. 

On  October  15,  1998  at  10:00  AM  at  Amnesty  International,  located  at  600 
Pennsylvania  Ave,  SE-  fifth  floor,  will  be  an  AI  press  conference  calling 
for  the  review  of  Leonard  Peltier's  case  to  be  concluded  and  Executive 
Clemency  be  granted  by  Christmas  1998. 


Present  will  be  Amnesty  International,  Dean  Bordioux-  a native  woman 
from  the  Dakotas  who  was  at  the  1975  firefight,  Cyrus  Peltier-  Leonard's 
thirteen  year-old  grandson,  who  will  be  making  a personal  plea  to 
Clinton,  Dim  Leonard-  Peltier's  medical  lawyer,  Carl  Nadler-  Peltier's 
Parole  lawyer,  and  hopefully  former  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark- 
Peltier's  Clemency  Request  lawyer.  Also  at  the  conference  will  be 
former  senior  editor  of  National  Geographic,  Harvey  Arden-  who  will  be 
reading  from  he  and  Leonard's  new  book:  "My  Life  is  My  Sundance:  Prison 
Dournals  & Writings"  set  to  release  nation-wide  in  May  of  '99  on  St. 
Martin's  Press. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee  at  PO  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044,  785-842-5774.  For  direct 
details  of  the  press  conference  contact  me  here  in  Washignton,  DC. 

Please  feel  free  to  reproduce  this  advisory,  and  invite  any  media  that 
would  be  interested  in  documenting  this  event.  They  can  get  all 
necessary  information  from  me. 

One  more  day  until  freedom... 

Breeze  Luetke-Stahlman 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

National  Lobbyist,  Washington,  DC 

202-543-0445 

FAX  202-543-3814 

"RE : Treaty  Rights  Runners  Needed"  — - 

Date:  Thu,  8 Oct  1998  03:42:08  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Treaty  rights  runners  needed--Wisconsin-D.C. 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb(3thecity . sfsu.edu> 

MIDWEST  TREATY  NETWORK 

"An  alliance  of  Indian  and  non-Indian  groups 
supporting  Native  American  sovereignty." 

>From:  Sue  Erickson 

Please  circulate 

Dear  Friends, 

The  date  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals  hearing  on  the  Mille  Lacs 
treaty  rights  case  has  been  set  for  December  2 in  Washington,  D.C. 

This  is  in  regard  to  the  Minnesota  Ojibwe,  but  the  findings  could 
potentially  impact  the  treaty  rights  of  Wisconsin  tribes  and  tribes 
nationally,  so  we  are  very  concerned  about  the  outcome. 

A spiritual  run  is  being  organized  to  take  the  Treaty  Staff  from 
Lac  du  Flambeau,  Wisconsin  to  Washington,  D.C.  in  time  for  the 
Dec.  2 hearing.  We  are  in  need  of  core  team  runners  (ten)  to  commit 
to  the  entire  relay  run  from  Nov.  ll-Nov.29th,  and  also  invite  any 
support  runners  that  could  join  for  segments  along  the  way. 

Roughly,  the  route  will  run  near  to  Wausau  and  Madison  in 
Wisconsin  then  on  to  Rockford,  111  - Ohio  - West  Virginia  - 
Virginia  - D.C. 

If  you  could  put  out  the  word,  we  would  appreciate  it.  We  are  also 
looking  for  housing/food  along  the  way;  financial  contributions;  a small 
camper/RV  with  stove,  refrig,  with  or  without  a driver  to  use  as  a 
support  vehicle/office. 

We  are  hoping  to  have  a Sacred  Fire  lit  in  Washington  four  days  in 
advance  of  the  case  and  Drum/Pipe  Ceremonies  outside  the  Court  Building 
on  Dec.  2.  If  you  can  help  in  anyway  or  would  like  more  info,  contact 
us  at  the  Great  Lakes  Indian  Fish  and  Wildlife  Commission  (GLIFWC) 
office  at  (715)  682-6619. 


serikson@win . bright . net 
Midwest  Treaty  Network 

http : //www. alpha cdc . com/treaty/ content . html 

For  background,  see:  Treaty  Fishing  Around  Mille  Lacs  in  Minnesota 
http: //www. alpha cdc . com/treaty /content . html#ojibwe 

- "RE:  SILLA  Newsletter"  

Date:  Thu,  8 Oct  1998  10:26:29  -0500 

From:  "David  0.  Born"  <dborn@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub  j : SILLA  Newsletter 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 
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75.0  SSILA  BUSINESS 
* 1998  Elections 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

The  SSILA  Nominating  Committee  (Douglas  Parks,  Laurel  Watkins,  and  Pat 
Shaw)  have  submitted  the  following  slate  of  candidates  for  the  1998 
elections : 

Vice  President,  1999/President-elect  for  2000:  Sally  Thomason 
Member-at-large  of  the  Executive  Committee,  1999-2001:  Randolph  Graczyk 
Secretary-Treasurer,  1999:  Victor  Golla 

Member  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  1999-2001:  Dohn  Nichols,  Pam  Bunte 

Mail  ballots  will  be  distributed  with  the  October  SSILA  Newsletter,  and 
must  be  returned  to  the  Secretary-Treasurer  by  December  1 in  order  to 
be  counted.  Results  will  be  announced  at  the  Annual  Business  Meeting, 
in  Philadelphia,  Saturday,  December  5. 


75.1  CORRESPONDENCE 
Literature  series  cancelled 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

>From  Brian  Swann  (swann@cooper.edu)  30  Sept  1998: 

SSILA  members  might  like  to  know  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  Press 
has  summarily  cancelled  the  Series  in  Native  American  Literatures  which 
I have  been  editing  for  several  years,  and  for  which  a number  of  SSILA 
members  have  prepared  "Readers"  in  various  languages  and/or  literatures. 
This  has  left  stranded  half  a dozen  completed  manuscripts  that  have  been 
on  the  SIP  desk  for  months  if  not  years,  and  a number  of  other  projects 


with  contracts  are  now  homeless.  Among  the  many  excellent  manuscripts 
caught  in  this  situation  is  Herb  Luthin's  "California  Reader",  which  has 
been  complete  for  quite  a while.  Although  I'm  sure  it  will  eventually 
find  a new  publisher,  it  will  be  significantly  delayed. 

--Brian  Swann 
Cooper  Union,  New  York  City 
>From  Terry  Thompson  (terryt@pacifier . com)  4 Oct  1998: 

Did  you  know  that  the  new  director  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  Press 
has  CANCELLED  the  4-  or  5-year-old  series  "American  Indian  Literatures?" 
Steve  Egesdal  and  I had  been  asked  to  do  a volume  on  Salishan  myths  and 
legends  (all  in  English),  and  the  press  has  had  the  completed  ms.  since 
February.  Some  other  mss.  they  have  had  for  over  two  years.  Can  you 
please  let  the  members  of  SSILA  know  about  this?  We  are  all  seriously 
concerned  about  this,  having  spent  several  years  on  collecting  and 
editing  this  material.  Quite  a few  SSILA  members  are  involved,  as  you 
can  imagine.  We  are  seeking  a new  publisher  for  the  series--or  for 
individual  volumes. 

--Terry  Thompson  (and  Steve  Egesdal) 
Honolulu,  Hawai'i 


75.2  POSITIONS  OPEN 

* CSU-Chico:  (1)  Discourse,  cognitive/functional  syntax;  (2)  TESOL 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

>From  Sara  Trechter  (strechter@csuchico.edu)  2 Oct  1998: 

The  English  Department  at  California  State  University,  Chico  announces 
two  tenure-track  (Assistant  Professor)  positions. 

The  position  in  linguistics  requires  a Ph.D.  in  linguistics  with 
research/training  in  discourse  and  cognitive/functional  approaches 
to  syntax  and  semantics;  experience  in  teaching  core-area  linguistics 
courses  as  well  as  introduction  to  Second  Language  Acquisition. 

A research  interest  in  non-Indo-European  languages(s)  is  desirable. 
Tenure-track  faculty  are  required  to  pursue  research  and  publication 
and  provide  service  to  the  university  community.  The  teaching  load 
is  4 courses  per  semester,  and  teaching  responsibilities  will  include 
introduction  to  linguistics,  introduction  to  syntax,  introduction  to 
second  language  acquisition:  theory  and  methods,  and  graduate  seminars 
in  linguistics  (as  needed). 

The  applied  linguistics/TESOL  position  requires  a Ph.D.  in  applied 
linguistics  or  TESOL  (with  a strong  linguistics  background);  teaching 
experience  in  English  for  Academic  Purposes  programs  in  the  US  and  ESL 
in  a non-US  setting,  or  ESL/bilingual  programs  in  K-12  schools  in  the 
US.  The  position  also  involves  advising  ESL  students,  pursuing  research 
and  publication,  and  service  to  the  university  community.  The  teaching 
load  is  4 courses  per  semester,  including  ESL,  introduction  to  second 
language  acquisition  theories  and  methods,  and  a graduate  seminar  in 
second  language  acquisition. 

As  a university  that  educates  students  of  various  ethnic  and  cultural 
backgrounds,  we  value  a diverse  faculty  and  staff  and  seek  to  create 
as  diverse  a pool  of  candidates  as  possible.  Starting  date  for  both 
positions  is  August  1999.  Salary  ranges  from  $37,956-40,692.  Deadline 
for  applications  is  December  3,  1998  (and  continue  as  necessary). 

Please  mail  letter  of  application,  current  CV,  and  recommendations  to: 
Karen  C.  Hatch 
Department  of  English 
California  State  University,  Chico 
Chico,  CA  95929-0830 

* UC-Santa  Barbara:  Phonetics  or  Phonology 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

>From  Susanna  Cumming  (cumming@humanitas.ucsb.edu)  7 Oct  1998: 

The  Linguistics  Department,  University  of  California,  Santa  Barbara, 
seeks  a linguist  for  an  Assistant  Professor,  tenure-track  position  in 
phonetics  or  phonology,  to  take  effect  Duly  1,  1999.  Ability  to  teach 
courses  in  both  fields  is  preferred.  Active  research  on  a variety  of 
languages,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  following  areas,  will  be  considered 
a plus:  competing  theories  in  phonology  or  phonetics;  phonetics-phono- 


logy  interactions;  natural  discourse  prosody;  instrumental  phonetic 
analysis;  cross-linguistic , typological,  developmental,  or  historical- 
comparative  studies  of  phonological-phonetic  systems.  The  Ph.D.  is 
required  at  the  time  of  appointment. 

Applications  must  include  a cover  letter,  curriculum  vitae,  and  repre- 
sentative publications.  Candidates  should  arrange  to  have  three  letters 
of  recommendation  sent  by  application  date.  Preliminary  interviews  will 
be  held  in  January,  1999  at  the  LSA  meeting  in  Los  Angeles.  For  full 
consideration,  applications  must  be  received  by  December  11,  1998. 
Address  inquiries  and  applications  to: 

Search  Committee 

Dept,  of  Linguistics 

UC  Santa  Barbara 

Santa  Barbara,  CA  93106 

e-mail : lingsearch@humanitas .ucsb.edu 

Fax:  805/893-7769 

UCSB  is  an  equal  opportunity/affirmative  action  employer.  Women  and 
minorities  are  encouraged  to  apply. 


75.3  AN  INVITATION  TO  JOIN  ASLIP 

>From  John  Bengtson  (john.bengtson@co.hennepin.mn. us)  5 Oct  1998: 

The  Association  for  the  Study  of  Language  in  Prehistory  (ASLIP)  is  an 
international  society  of  scholars  interested  in  linguistic  reconstruc- 
tion at  depths  greater  than  those  at  which  most  Indo-Europeanists  and 
Semitists  cease  probing.  Its  members,  formally  known  as  paleolinguists 
and  informally  as  "Long  Rangers",  question  the  linguistic  isolationism 
that  insists  on  treating  Sumerian  and  Basque  as  permanent  linguistic 
islands  and  attributing  all  correspondences  between  language  families 
to  borrowing  or  to  coincidence. 

Paleolinguistics  is  a key  component  of  the  emerging  synthesis  between 
linguistics,  archaeology,  paleoanthropology  and  genetics,  which  seeks 
to  trace  the  origins  and  development  of  modern  humans.  ASLIP,  while 
emphasizing  the  linguistic  side,  has  many  members  from  other  disciplines, 
who  are  working  together  to  understand  the  larger  picture  of  prehistory. 

ASLIP  publishes  an  annual  journal.  Mother  Tongue,  as  well  as  a quarterly 
newsletter  and  invites  subscriptions  and  contributions  from  linguists, 
archeologists,  anthropologists,  biologists,  and  generalists  who  believe 
that  a sense  of  intellectual  adventure  is  not  incompatible  with  scholarly 
rigor.  Annual  membership  is  $25,  which  entitles  each  member  to  our 
journal  and  newsletter  and  provides  voting  rights  in  the  Association. 

For  further  information,  contact  ASLIP' s president,  John  D.  Bengtson, 

156  15th  Avenue  NE,  Minneapolis,  MN  55413  (tel:  612/782-9009  or  612/348- 
5910;  e-mail:  john.bengtson@co.hennepin.mn.us) . 

The  most  recent  issue  of  Mother  Tongue  (III,  December  1997)  contains: 

--a  Hardware  Symposium,  discussing  the  origin  of  language,  with  articles 
by  Terrence  Deacon,  Philip  Lieberman,  Stephen  Zegura,  W.  Tecumseh  Fitch, 
and  Merlin  Donald.  This  explores  in  breadth  and  depth  the  variant 
theories  that  have  made  language  evolution  such  a lively  subject  both 
in  popular  books  and  in  academics. 

--a  special  section  on  Nihali  and  Kusunda  (continued  from  MT  II),  two 
language  isolates  in  India.  Included  are  essays  by  Paul  Whitehouse, 

Roger  Williams  Wescott,  and  Harold  Fleming,  analyzing  the  languages  and 
their  possible  relationships  to  Austric  or  other  language  macro-families, 
--a  section  exploring  the  theories  of  the  relationships  of  Sumerian, 
another  language  isolate  and  a famously  controversial  topic,  presenting 
possible  connections  to  Austroasiatic  (Igor  Diakonoff),  Dene-Caucasian 
(John  Bengston),  and  Nostratic  (Allan  Bomhard). 

--several  other  articles  on  topics  of  interest  to  Long  Rangers  and 
language  evolutionists,  including  book  reviews  by  Ken  Hale  (on  Lyle 
Campbell),  Vaclav  Blazhek  (on  Merritt  Ruhlen),  and  Sergei  Starotsin 
(on  Viacheslav  Chirikba),  as  well  as  recommendations  for  Long  Rangers 
by  the  late  "elder  statesman"  Paul  K.  Benedict. 


75.4  UPCOMING  MEETINGS 


* Celebration  of  Indian  Language  and  Culture  (Norman,  OK,  October  23) 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

The  Intertribal  Wordpath  Society  invites  all  interested  people  in  the 
Norman,  Oklahoma,  area  (and  beyond)  to  an  evening  of  education  and 
entertainment,  Friday  October  23,  6:30-11  pm,  at  the  Cleveland  County 
Fairgrounds,  615  E.  Robinson.  Admission  is  free. 

This  "Celebration  of  Indian  Language  and  Culture"  will  feature  tradi- 
tional singers  and  storytellers  performing  in  their  native  languages. 

Each  performance  will  be  accompanied  by  an  English  translation  and  an 
explanation  of  the  cultural  importance  of  the  language  to  the  art. 

Margaret  Mauldin  (Creek),  Board  Chair  of  the  Intertribal  Wordpath 
Society,  will  also  give  a demonstration  of  different  styles  of  speaking 
in  the  Creek  language. 

Surrounding  the  performance  area  will  be  a series  of  booths  where 
various  Indian  language  organizations  will  be  selling  language  tapes, 
music,  books,  t-shirts,  and  other  items  relating  to  Oklahoma  Indian 
language  and  culture.  Indian  tacos  and  other  food  will  be  available 
for  purchase. 

The  event  is  being  made  possible  with  the  assistance  of  the  Norman 
Arts  and  Flumanities  Council  Grant  Program. 

The  Intertribal  Wordpath  Society  is  a non-profit  educational  corporation 
founded  in  1997  to  promote  the  teaching,  awareness,  use,  and  status  of 
Oklahoma  Indian  languages.  For  further  information  about  its  activities 
contact  Alice  Anderton,  Executive  Director,  1506  Barkley  St.,  Norman, 

OK  73071  (tel:  405/447-6103). 

* California  Indian  Conference  (San  Luis  Obispo,  October  1999) 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

>From  Lee  Davis  (davislee@sfsu.edu)  6 Oct  1998: 

The  next  California  Indian  Conference  will  be  held  on  October  15-16,  1999 
(next  year)  at  Cuesta  College  in  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA.  Information  about 
the  conference,  including  the  Call  for  Papers,  will  appear  in  upcoming 
issues  of  _News  from  Native  California_.  The  CIC  conference  coordinator 
is  William  Fairbanks,  Social  Sciences  Division,  Cuesta  College,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA  93403-8106  (tel:  805/546-3163;  fax:  805/546-3904). 


75.5  THE  ENDANGERED  LANGUAGE  FUND:  CALL  FOR  1999  PROPOSALS 
>From  (elf@lenny.haskins.yale.edu)  8 Oct  1998: 

The  Endangered  Language  Fund  is  now  accepting  proposals  for  its  1999 
round  of  grants.  The  ELF  provides  grants  for  language  maintenance  and 
linguistic  field  work  for  the  endangered  languages  of  the  world.  The 
work  most  likely  to  be  funded  is  that  which  serves  both  the  native 
community  and  the  field  of  linguistics.  Work  which  has  immediate 
applicability  to  one  group  and  more  distant  application  to  the  other 
will  also  be  considered.  Publishing  subventions  are  a low  priority, 
although  they  will  be  considered.  The  language  involved  must  be  in 
danger  of  disappearing  within  a generation  or  two.  Endangerment  is 
a continuum,  and  the  location  on  the  continuum  is  one  factor  in  ELF's 
funding  decisions. 

Eligible  expenses  include  travel,  tapes,  films,  consultant  fees,  etc. 
Grants  are  normally  for  one  year  periods,  though  extensions  may  be 
applied  for.  Grants  in  this  round  are  expected  to  be  less  than  $2,000 
in  size. 

There  is  no  application  form,  but  specific  information  in  a standard 
format  is  required  from  applicants.  An  outline  may  be  obtained  from 
the  ELF  at  the  address  below,  and  can  also  be  found  at  the  ELF  website: 

http : //sapir.ling.yale. edu/~elf /index. html 

Also  at  the  website  is  a list  of  recipients  of  the  first  round  of  grant 
awards  (1997-98),  with  descriptions  of  their  projects. 

Applications  must  be  received  by  April  20th,  1999.  Decisions  will  be 
delivered  by  the  end  of  May,  1999. 

Address  inquiries  to:  The  Endangered  Language  Fund 

Dept,  of  Linguistics 
Yale  University 


P.  0.  Box  208236 

New  Haven,  CT  06520-8236,  USA 

(elf@haskins.yale.edu) 


75.6  E-MAIL  ADDRESS  UPDATES 

Altman,  Heidi  haltman@bulldog.unca.edu 

Gray,  John  jgray@wolfden.com 

Haspelmath,  Martin  haspelmath@eva.mpg.de 

Johnson,  John  jjohnson@sbnature2.org 

Laury,  Ritva  ritval@csufresno.edu 

Sil  vert  home,  Joyce dxn3224@montana . com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  STUDY  OF  THE  INDIGENOUS  LANGUAGES  OF  THE  AMERICAS 


Victor  Golla,  Secretary-Treasurer  & Editor 
Native  American  Studies  Dept,  of  Anthropology 

Humboldt  State  Univ.  OR:  Univ.  of  California,  Davis 

Areata,  CA  95521  USA  Davis,  CA  95616  USA 


707/826-4324  - fax:  707/826-4418  - e-mail:  gollav  @ axe.humboldt.edu 

Website : http: //trc2 .ucdavis.edu/ssila 

"RE : IMLS  Awards  to  Native  Americans"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Sep  1998  08:17:28  -0600 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)  IMLS  awards  to  native  americans 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
September  28,  1998 
Press  Contacts: 

Giuliana  Bullard  (202)  606-8339 

Mamie  Bittner  (202)  606-8339 

Federal  Funds  Improve  Library  Service  to 
Native  Americans,  Native  Hawaiians 

Washington,  DC  - The  Federal  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services 
announced  today  $2,560,950  in  grants  for  library  service  to  Native 
Americans  and  Native  Hawaiians.  The  Native  American  Library  Service 
program  provides  new  opportunities  for  improved  library  services  for  an 
important,  but  often  undeserved,  part  of  the  nation's  community  of 
library  users.  The  Native  Hawaiian  Library  Services  grant  is  a single 
grant  to  support  services  to  the  Native  Hawaiian  community 
Diane  Frankel,  Director  of  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services, 
said,  "We  applaud  the  recipients  of  the  Native  American  Library  Services 
Grants  and  Native  Hawaiian  Library  Services  Grants.  They  are  using  the 
power  of  technology  to  connect  people  to  critical  information  they  want 
and  need." 

The  Native  American  program  offers  three  types  of  support:  basic, 
technical  assistance  and  enhancement  support  to  established  libraries 
serving  the  needs  of  Indian  tribal  communities  and  Alaska  Native 
villages.  The  basic  and  technical  grants  are  non-competitive  grants 
awarded  in  amounts  of  up  to  $4,000  and  $2,000,  respectively.  The 
competitive  enhancement  grants  assist  libraries  with  both  traditional 
and  innovative  library  practices.  Of  the  49  applications  for  the 
enhancement  grants  12  were  funded  for  a total  of  $1,139,100.  (See 
attached  lists  of  Native  American  Library  Services  Enhancement  Grants  or 
call  press  contacts  for  lists.) 

The  Native  Hawaiian  Library  Services  Grant  was  awarded  to  Alu  Like,  Inc. 
of  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  a private  non-profit  organization  serving  the 
Native  Hawaiian  community,  in  the  amount  of  $365,850. 

Created  by  the  Museum  and  Library  Services  Act  of  1996,  IMLS  is  an 
independent  Federal  grant  making  agency  that  fosters  leadership, 
innovation  and  a lifetime  of  learning  by  supporting  museums  and 


libraries.  For  more  information,  including  grant  guidelines,  contact: 
Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services,  1100  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 

N.W.,  Washington,  DC  20506,  (202)  606-8536,  or  http://www.imls.fed.us/. 
### 

1998  Native  American  Library  Services  Enhancement  Grant  Awards 
Arctic  Slope  Regional  Corporation,  Anchorage,  Alaska 
$100,947  for  a two-year  project  to  convert  an  existing  borough-wide 
online  catalog  to  a system  supported  by  a statewide  consortium  and  to 
train  library  staff  in  eight  villages  to  optimize  the  new  system's 
features . 

Nenana  Native  Village,  Nenana,  Alaska 

$10,000  for  a one  year  project  to  plan  how  the  public  library  can  best 
access  the  Internet,  the  state  network  and  other  electronic  resources, 
and  train  both  the  staff  and  the  community  to  effectively  use  electronic 
resources . 

Pilot  Station  Native  Village,  Pilot  Station,  Alaska 
$56,000  for  a one  year  project  to  support  a conference  convening 
representatives  from  56  native  villages  to  introduce  them  to  electronic 
resources  and  to  create  a plan  for  providing  ongoing  technical 
assistance  to  those  villages  in  utilizing  electronic  resources. 

Pala  Band  of  Mission  Indians,  Pala,  California 

$44,820  for  a one  year  project  to  expand  the  collection  with  print  and 
electronic  resources,  purchase  furnishings  for  a newly  constructed 
library,  and  support  library  and  educational  services. 

Chippewa  Cree  Tribe,  Box  Elder,  Montana 

$134,000  for  a two-year  project  to  electronically  link  to  the  state 
online  consortium,  expand  library  service  hours,  upgrade  computer 
resources,  and  create  a new  children's  section. 

Northern  Cheyenne  Tribe,  Lame  Deer,  Montana 

$127,574  for  a two-year  project  to  develop  a procedural  manual  for 
converting  tribal  archives  to  a digital  format  and  enhance  Internet  and 
intranet  tribal  services. 

Winnebago  Tribe,  Winnebago,  Nebraska 

$128,842  for  a two-year  project  to  automate  card  catalog  records,  create 
a web  site  highlighting  the  tribe's  collection  of  Native  American 
materials,  and  increase  access  to  that  collection  through  conversion  of 
some  materials  to  electronic  formats. 

Pueblo  of  lemez  , lemez  Pueblo,  New  Mexico 

$134,000  for  a two-year  project  to  support  various  aspects  of  a tribal 
intergenerational  learning  initiative,  increase  computer  literacy  for 
both  library  staff  and  tribal  members,  and  plan  a local  library 
consortium. 

Pueblo  of  Santa  Clara,  Espanola,  New  Mexico 

$134,000  for  a two-year  project  to  create  a multi-media  resource  center 
of  tribal  archives  including  a mobile  exhibit  of  cultural  materials, 
provide  computer  training  courses,  and  increase  collections  for  targeted 
community  members. 

Three  Affiliated  Tribes,  New  Town,  North  Dakota 
$128,067  for  a two-year  project  to  create  a consortium  of  eight 
reservation  libraries  for  the  purposes  of  sharing  of  electronic  and 
print  resources,  training  library  staff,  and  coordinating  collection 
development . 

Nisqually  Tribe,  Olympia,  Washington 

$77,060  for  a one-year  project  to  increase  access  to  health  and 
community  information  by  establishing  a "Health  Information  Station,"  to 
enhance  print  and  electronic  health  resources,  and  employ  tribal  youth 
pages  to  expand  library  hours. 

Lac  Courte  Oreilles  Tribe,  Hayward,  Wisconsin 

$63,790  for  a one-year  project  to  develop  web  access  to  their  online 
catalog  and  library-produced  databases,  provide  outreach  services  to 
Headstart  and  senior  centers,  and  focus  resources  on  developing  a 
collection  of  tribal  materials. 


RE:  BC  NDP  to  Lift  Oil-Gas  Ban 


Date:  Fri,  2 Oct  1998  01:04:54  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Ecocide!  BC  NDP  to  lift  oil-gas  ban  on  Flaida-Gwaii 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

NDP  OPEN  TO  LIFTING  OIL-SEARCH  BAN 

The  Province,  Sept. 29,  1998,  by  Alan  Ferguson 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 

contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 

pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Plagued  by  flagging  revenues  from  fisheries  and  forests,  the  B.C. 
government  appears  ready  to  take  drastic  steps  to  raise  cash. 

Mines  and  Energy  Minister  Dan  Miller  has  indicated  that  the  New  Democrats 
may  consider  lifting  a 17-year-old  ban  on  oil  and  gas  exploration  off  the 
B.C.  Coast.  He  reportedly  told  journalists  in  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands 
this  month:  "If  there  is  a possibility  of  economic  activity  and  jobs  and  it 
can  be  done  safely,  the  government  should  lift  the  moratorium." 

The  minister  was  unavailable  for  comment  yesterday,  but  a spokeswoman 
confirmed  that  this  is  consistent  with  his  view.  "He's  also  made  it  clear 
that  it  would  have  to  be  in  the  context  of  the  environment  and  the  wishes 
and  desires  of  the  people  in  that  area,"  Kerry  Readshaw  said. 

The  Geological  Survey  of  Canada  has  estimated  oil  reserves  in  the  area  at 
9.8  billion  barrels,  of  which  2.6  billion  are  recoverable. 

Shell  Oil  began  test-drilling  in  the  1960s,  but  exploration  ended  when  the 
federal  government  imposed  a moratorium  in  1972.  The  province  applied  its 
own  "indefinite  moratorium"  in  1981.  An  independent  task  force  says  that 
the  NDP  government  is  turning  its  back  on  a potential  bonanza  that  could 
fuel  a return  to  prosperity  in  the  province.  "The  government  could  be 
earning  royalties  in  the  tens  of  billions  of  dollars,"  said  Dave  McGuigan 
of  Prince  Rupert,  chairman  of  the  North  Coast  Oil  and  Gas  Task  Force.  "We 
don't  understand  why  they  can't  get  a handle  on  this."  McGuigan  says  Ottawa 
would  end  the  moratorium  if  B.C.  agrees. 

Charlie  Stewart,  manager  of  external  affairs  for  Chevron,  which  has  a deal 
with  Shell  to  do  more  exploration  in  the  area,  said:  "If  the  moratorium  was 
lifted,  sure,  we'd  be  interested." 

Exploration  ended  after  the  Exxon  Valdez  oil  tanker  disaster. 

McGuigan  says  his  task  force  was  formed  18  months  ago  to  get  the  work 
restarted:  "The  government  argues  that  we  don't  have  the  support  of  coastal 
communities.  That's  not  true.  We  have  the  support  of  most  of  them." 

Laura  Hones,  director  of  environmental  studies  at  the  Fraser  Institute,  a 
Vancouver-based  think-tank,  dismissed  the  idea  of  a quick  cash  bonanza  from 
oil  and  gas,  but  added:  "There  is  certainly  the  possibility  we  could  do  it 
without  environmental  degradation." 


NO  OIL/GAS  EXPLORATION  WITHOUT  HURISDICTION  OR  CONSENT!  NO  TO  ECOCIDE! 
Letters  to  The  Province  - mailto:provedpg@pacpress.southam.ca. 

Letters  to  BC  Premier  Glen  Clark  - mailto:premier@gov.bc.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

— "RE:  Waseskun  Healing  & Development  Centre"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Oct  1998  10:33:31  +0000 
From:  wn  <wn27@waseskun . net> 

Sub j : Waseskun  Healing  & Development  Centre 


UUCP  email 


WASESKUN  HEALING  & DEVELOPMENT  CENTRE:  OUR  VISION 

Our  Elders  teach  us  that  life  is  a process  of  constant  flux  and  change, 
like  a great  and  joyful  dance  which  calls  us  into  partnership 
with  all  the  elements  and  beings  in  the  created  universe. 

For  Aboriginal  people  everywhere  the  approach  to  the  millennium  is  an 
exciting  and  hopeful  time.  Voices  all  around  us  are  telling  of  a great 
transition  that  is  about  to  take  place.  Many  circles  are  uniting  under 
the  branches  of  the  Sacred  Tree  in  celebration  of  shared  values  and 
teachings,  especially  in  the  area  of  the  many  broken  relationships  we 
desire  to  heal  with  one  another  and  with  our  Sacred  Mother  the  Earth. 

We  at  Waseskun  House  have  a special  circle  of  responsibility  in  this 
process  because  we  have  been  called  to  assist  those  individuals  who's 
ability  to  relate  has  been  so  wounded  that  they  have  been  legally 
isolated  from  the  possibility  of  nearly  all  healthy  relationships.  They 
have  been  placed  behind  stone  walls  and  iron  bars  in  institutions  whose 
inmates  espouse  the  very  values  their  communities  of  origin  are  seeking 
to  eradicate.  It  has  been  our  calling  to  respond  constructively  to  this 
counter-productive  situation,  as  well  as  to  recall  and  re-direct  many  of 
these  brothers  back  to  the  "Good  Red  Road"  that  our  Creator  has  laid  out 
for  us.  Our  unique  branch  of  the  Sacred  Tree  is  now  coming  into  blossom. 
Our  Vision,  inspired  by  roots  sunk  deep  in  the  soil  of  our  ancestors, 
supported  and  fed  by  a strong  trunk  of  sympathetic  communities.  Elders, 
leaders,  and  caregivers,  now  spreads  ever-widening  branches  from  which 
to  view  a new  horizon  of  possibilities  and  challenges  in  our  on-going 
journey  towards  wholeness. 

Since  our  inception  in  Duly  of  1988,  we  have  accomplished  much,  for 
although  we  were  afforded  very  few  material  resources,  we  have  been 
blessed  with  a strong  spirit.  In  a few  cramped  rooms  in  downtown 
Montreal,  and  surviving  on  donations,  a small  group  of  volunteers  set 
out  to  give  a handful  of  Native,  male  offenders  a chance  to  work  towards 
fulfillment  of  a brighter  future.  Thus  Waseskun  House  became  Quebec's 
first  and  only,  non-profit.  Native-owned  and  operated  healing  residence 
for  Aboriginal  offenders.  During  this  early  period  we  were  able  to 
obtain  official  recognition  by  Correctional  Services  Canada  as  a 
Community  Residential  Centre  (CRC),  and,  by  way  of  compensating  for  our 
limited  physical  environment,  we  negotiated  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
archdiocese  of  Montreal  for  the  use  of  a summer  camp  facility  in  a 
natural  setting.  Here  we  began  the  process  of  retrieving  our  lost 
identity  as  a people  rooted  in  a living  relationship  with  our  Sacred 
Mother  the  Earth.  These  and  other  related  events  heralded  our  official 
Grand  Opening  on  Duly  28,  1988. 

The  success  of  our  preliminary  efforts  gradually  created  the  necessity 
of  moving  into  a larger  and  more  functional  facility.  This  was 
accomplished  in  Dune  of  1994  through  the  selfless  energy  characteristic 
of  our  staff  members,  the  support  of  our  many  friends,  and  the 
organizational  skills  of  our  Directorship.  The  service  capacity  in 
this,  our  present  location,  having  increased  to  include  eighteen 
residents  and  a growing  body  of  trained  staff  members,  we  now  directed 
our  focus  to  the  development  and  delivery  of  an  intensive,  holistic, 
culture-specific  rehabilitation  program.  During  this  period  our  vision 
took  on  new  dimensions  as  we  began  to  see  more  clearly  our  role  as  a 
trend  setter  in  the  movement  responding  to  the  challenging  issue  of 
Aboriginal  Dustice  in  general.  When  our  program  was  originally 
implemented,  a typical  resident  would  focus  on  his  personal  issues  for 
the  duration  of  the  program  cycle,  and  then  direct  his  attention  to  the 
many  challenges  involved  in  returning  to  his  community  of  origin.  It 
soon  became  evident  however,  that  the  issues  related  to  community 
re-integration  were  not  only  a matter  of  organizing  transportation, 
support  systems,  and  followup,  but  were,  in  fact,  the  essence,  and  most 
demanding  phase  of  the  healing  process  itself.  This  was  the  time  in 
which  the  skills  and  self-knowledge  gained  during  the  individual's 


experience  at  Waseskun  House  would  be  put  to  the  test  as  he  engaged  in 
the  active,  face-to-face  encounter  essential  to  restoring  right 
relationship  with  his  victim(s),  family,  community,  and  Nation.  As 
Native  people,  our  understanding  of  "crime"  as  a breakdown  of  the 
healthy  relationships  that  bind  a community  together,  necessitates  an 
active,  hands-on,  reparation  of  the  damage  between  offenders  and 
victims,  not  punishment  and  further  alienation  from  these  relationships 
which  represent  the  greatest  potential  for  the  growth  of  all  concerned. 
Inherent  in  this  process  is  the  willful  assuming  of  responsibility  by 
offenders  for  the  restoration  of  losses  incurred  as  a result  of  their 
actions.  Thus  the  fundamental  nature  of  this  holistic  approach  becomes 
even  more  clear  as  our  vision  of  healing  reveals  roots  and  branches 
which  extended  and  connect  us  to  all  areas  and  levels  of  the  justice 
process  including:  community  workers,  families.  Elders,  police,  leaders, 
judges,  other  organizations  devoted  to  Aboriginal  healing.  Social 
Service  agencies,  educators,  religious  congregations,  health  and  welfare 
organizations,  researchers,  and  government. 

In  responding  to  this  growing  awareness,  Waseskun  House  organized, 
hosted  and  co-hosted  a number  of  large-scale  provincial  and  national 
conferences  in  order  to  facilitate  the  networking  involved  in  bringing 
together  these  diverse  elements  in  a new  and  productive  way.  We  were 
also  eager  to  create  a forum  in  which  to  share  the  knowledge  and 
expertise  we  had  gained  thus  far  on  our  healing  journey.  Over  the  years 
these  conferences  have  included:  Family  Violence  Regional  - December, 

1990;  Communities  in  Crisis:  Healing  Ourselves  - Dune,  1991;  Legacy  of 
the  Elders:  Conflict  Resolution  - May,  1992;  The  National  Forum: 
Reintegration  of  Aboriginal  Offenders  - November,  1994;  and  Widening  the 
Circle  - September,  1997.  Two  special  healing  camp  sessions  were  held 
for  community  workers,  as  well  as  one  attended  by  RCMP,  SQ, 
representatives  from  the  Nicolet  Institute,  and  Aboriginal 
Peacekeepers.  The  response  to  these  camps  and  conferences  from  the  many 
Nations  we  serve,  which  include  fifty-seven  Aboriginal  communities  in 
the  province  of  Quebec,  as  well  as  various  Aboriginal  communities  in 
Ontario  and  the  Maritime  provinces,  was  supportive,  participatory,  and 
encouraging  - numbers  ranging  as  high  as  500  participants. 

Now  the  vision  of  Waseskun  House  as  a healing  community  steadily  took 
on  greater  and  greater  significance  to  all  those  involved.  We  were 
confronted  with  the  necessity  of  developing  a symbolic  structure  that 
would  include  everyone  in  the  healing  process,  workers  and  residents 
alike.  It  was  at  this  time  that  we  ceremoniously  ignited  the  Sacred 
Fire  at  the  center  of  our  community,  thereby  placing  our  future  firmly 
in  the  hands  of  the  Creator.  The  tri-weekly  Waseskun  Community  Circle 
thus  became  the  central  expression  of  our  life  together,  and  of  the 
healthy  relationships  we  are  seeking  to  build.  Although  the  hub  of  this 
circle  exists  within  the  walls  of  Waseskun  House  itself,  its  healing 
spirit  extends  outward  like  spokes  in  a great  wheel  to  strengthen  all 
our  relationships  with  the  communities,  agencies,  and  individuals 
involved  in  bringing  our  work  to  fruition.  Evidence  of  this  expansion 
of  energy  came  in  the  form  of  requests  for  our  workers  to  travel  to 
various  communities  in  Quebec  and  Ontario  to  facilitate  training 
workshops  for  front-line  workers  in  the  Social  Services,  as  well  as 
requests  from  individual  community  workers  to  spend  time  in  training  at 
Waseskun  House  in  Montreal.  We  also  found  ourselves  called  upon  as  a 
site  for  the  training  and  supervision  of  students  from  the  McGill 
University  departments  of  social  work  and  counselling  psychology. 

Since  we  first  opened  our  doors  almost  ten  years  ago,  approximately  400 
men  have  found  a place  of  acceptance  and  growth  in  the  Waseskun 
Community  Circle.  Our  statistics  indicate  that  eight  out  of  every  ten 
men  who  complete  our  program  do  not  repeat  their  offence.  We  are 
encouraged  by  these  results  as  they  lend  credence  to  the  vision  that 
guides  us,  as  well  as  motivating  us  to  share  our  skills,  knowledge, 
expertise,  and  inspiration  with  other  partners  in  our  interdependent 
healing  network. 

Today  it  has  become  obvious  that  our  widening  circle  of  influence  has 
outgrown  its  present  parameters,  and  it  has  once  again  become  necessary 


to  acquire  a physical  environment  compatible  with  our  on-going  growth 
and  evolution.  Our  vision  brings  a number  of  factors  into  focus: 
Firstly,  we  have  come  to  see  the  present  prison  system  as  antithetic  to 
the  healing  experience  as  we  define  it.  We  see  prisons  as  angry, 
violent  places,  full  of  drugs  and  the  people  who  supply  them.  We  see 
prisons  as  places  where  people  learn  about  crime,  build  unhealthy 
relationships,  and  endure  their  "punishment"  by  numbing  the  very 
feelings  through  which  the  healing  spirit  expresses  itself.  Isolated 
from  the  relationships  that  need  to  be  healed,  offenders  return  to  their 
communities  even  more  angry  and  better  equipped  to  vent  that  anger  on 
those  around  them.  Even  so-called  "Native  prisons",  by  their  very 
nature,  remain  isolated  from  the  communities  and  the  relationships  that 
are  in  need  of  healing,  and  can  only  condone  an  already  escalating 
industry  of  crime  and  punishment  by  offering  employment  to  members  of  a 
culture  which  is  rapidly  becoming  the  primary  "raw  material"  in  this 
vicious  cycle. 

Secondly,  we  see  more  clearly  the  "ecological"  nature  of  the  social 
challenge  that  a holistic  approach  to  this  problem  demands.  From  a 
Native  perspective,  healing  simply  means  a way  of  life  that  acknowledges 
the  interrelatedness  and  balance  of  all  aspects  of  the  natural 
environment.  A respectful  relationship  with  all  forms  of  life,  whether 
vegetable,  animal,  or  mineral,  indicates  an  understanding  of  the  basic 
truth  that  they  are  no  more  or  no  less  an  expression  of  the  same  life 
force  that  animates  our  own  existence.  Aboriginal  teaching  includes  the 
traditional  means  of  bringing  wayward  individuals  into  harmony  with 
these  truths,  and  although  we  have  been  temporarily  separated  from  our 
culture,  inherent  in  its  return  is  the  absolute  necessity  of  following 
the  healing  path  which  our  vision  prescribes.  Our  Elders  have  gone  so 
far  as  to  say  that  "culture  is  healing".  If  this  is  so,  then  healing 
can  only  be  accomplished  by  total  subjective  immersion  in  the  healing 
experience  which  culture  provides,  not  by  distancing  individuals  from 
the  very  soil  in  which  their  identity  seeks  to  take  root. 

Our  vision  includes  two  complementary  perspectives  encountered  on  the 
healing  journey.  One  is  the  focus  of  attention  inward  during  times  of 
self-examination,  purification  or  when  questing  for  a personal  life 
vision.  The  other  is  the  focus  of  attention  outward  during  the  healing 
and  building  of  healthy  relationships.  Thus,  in  order  to  walk  this 
path,  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  find  a peaceful,  solitary  spot  in  a 
location  rich  in  natural,  balanced  life  energy,  but  also  a safe  place 
where  one  can  enter  into  active  communication  with  a variety  of 
life-forms  including  fellow  seekers  on  the  healing  journey.  Both  these 
perspectives  meet  in  the  Waseskun  experience  of  creating  a sustainable, 
functional  community  which  reflects  healthy  interpersonal  relationships, 
as  well  as  contributing  to  the  health  of  the  greater  surrounding 
environment.  The  temporary,  ideal,  and  protected  environment  of  the 
healing  community  is  complimented  by  the  "real-life"  challenge 
encountered  during  the  home-coming  phase  of  the  healing  journey. 

Thirdly,  it  has  long  been  evident  to  us  that  the  steel  and  concrete 
"jungle"  of  a hyperactive  metropolis  is  not  supportive  of  the  healing 
experience  we  seek  to  provide.  Not  only  is  the  life  energy  itself  tense 
and  disturbing,  but  the  availability  of  drugs  and  alcohol  often  proves 
disastrous  to  those  in  the  early,  fragile  stages  of  addiction  recovery. 
We  know  that  individuals  from  remote  communities  risk  being  captivated 
by  the  "bright  lights"  and  excitement  of  the  city,  with  the  possibility 
of  ending  up  as  homeless  vagrants  subject  once  again  to  the  cycle  of 
crime  and  punishment  that  brought  them  to  us  in  the  first  place. 

Finally,  it  is  a well-documented  fact  that  the  traditional  Aboriginal 
method  of  teaching  and  learning  is  by  example,  modeling,  and  by 
hands-on,  concrete,  experiential  interaction  in  the  relationships  one 
seeks  to  understand.  Our  two-month  summer  camp  program  offers  us  a 
frustratingly  minimal  glimpse  of  this  essential  element  missing  from  our 
otherwise  holistic  program  cycle,  which  was  described  by  one  observer  as 
being  on  the  "cutting  edge"  of  the  global  Aboriginal  healing  movement. 

It  has  indeed  been  our  challenge  to  provide  an  effective  growth 
experience  in  an  environment  where  only  abstract  mental  constructs  can 


be  called  upon  as  substitutes  for  authentic  relationships  with  living 
natural  principles.  These  necessities  now  bring  us  to  the  more  material 
aspects  of  the  vision  we  share. 

In  responding  to  our  vision  of  a widening  circle,  we  have  pooled  our 
resources  in  order  to  facilitate  more  effective  communication  in  all  our 
relationships.  In  October  of  1997  we  published  the  first  in  an  on-going 
series  of  monthly  newsletters  entitled  THE  WASESKUN  CIRCLE  . This 
publication  is  designed  to  keep  all  concerned  individuals  and 
communities  in  tune  with  the  day-to-day  experience  of  our  holistic 
healing  enterprise,  as  well  as  to  make  visible  our  plans  and  goals  for 
future  development.  In  addition,  we  have  incorporated  state-of-the-art 
computer  technology  as  a tool  to  render  less  daunting  the  factors  of 
time,  expense,  and  distance  inherent  in  the  nature  of  the  expanding 
circle  of  relationships  we  have  described.  On  April  15,  1998  we  will 
officially  launch  the  WASESKUN  NETWORK  which  is  a secure  intranet 
communication  vehicle  that  will  facilitate  discussions  on  Aboriginal 
corrections,  justice,  issues  related  to  community  health,  caring  for  the 
caregivers,  and  many  other  concerns  of  Aboriginal  people.  Six  permanent 
discussion  rooms,  with  password  access  through  security  firewalls,  will 
soon  be  ready.  These  will  include  a justice  room  for  members  in 
Aboriginal  law  enforcement  or  involved  in  discussions  concerning 
Aboriginal  corrections,  as  well  as  other  rooms  focusing  on  healing  and 
related  issues.  Databases  containing  relevant  materials  and  information 
to  support  discussions  will  be  completed  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
following  testing  of  the  technical  aspects  of  the  site.  Shortly,  the 
addition  of  audio  and  real-time  video  capabilities  will  complement  this 
service. 

The  concept  of  this  Network  was  derived  from  a national  meeting  of 
community  development  people  based  on  the  need  for  networking  across 
Canada  for  purposes  of  sharing  ideas,  information,  and  rapid, 
cost-effective  communication.  The  initial  steps  in  establishing  the 
Waseskun  Network  were  funded  through  a small  grant  supplied  by  the 
Aboriginal  Workforce  Association  of  Montreal.  The  training  and  research 
made  possible  through  the  grant  helped  to  launch  what  will  become  a 
North  American  communication  and  support  network.  We  have  successfully 
moved  closer  toward  our  five  year  goal  to  finance  the  development  of  the 
entire  Network.  Patrons,  funders,  and  partners  in  this  Network 
include:  CANARIE,  Solicitor  General  Canada,  Justice  Canada,  Indian  & 
Northern  Affairs  Canada, , Health  Canada,  The  Royal  Bank  of  Canada, 

Hydro  Quebec,  Pandora  Productions,  CiteNet  Telecom,  Byers-Casgrain, 
Anglican  Church  of  Canada,  foundations  and  various  Aboriginal  funding 
agencies . 

For  us,  the  focal  point  of  our  vision  culminates  in  the  acquisition  of 
an  actual  geographical  location  suitable  to  our  purpose  of  establishing 
what  will  be  the  WASESKUN  HEALING  AND  DEVELOPMENT  CENTRE.  "Healing", 
because  that  is  the  focus  of  our  mission,  and  "Development",  because  the 
training  and  maintenance  of  healthy  community  workers  is  essential  to 
our  task.  The  recently  published  Royal  Commission  Report  on  Aboriginal 
peoples  indicates  the  necessity  of  training  10,000  Native  community 
workers  over  the  next  20  years.  As  has  been  said,  we  can  clearly  see 
the  budding  blossoms  on  the  branch  of  the  Sacred  Tree  that  has  been 
entrusted  to  us.  Soon  there  will  be  fruit  and  seeds  appearing,  and  we 
must  find  fertile  ground  in  which  to  plant  those  seeds  so  that  future 
generations  will  also  be  nourished  and  sheltered  by  its  boughs.  We  have 
been  prayerfully  directed  to  land  that  is  welcoming  and  available,  and 
which  our  Elders  and  spiritual  people  have  told  us  is  ours  for  the 
asking.  We  have  already  performed  ceremonies  on  this  land  and  have  felt 
that  our  Sacred  Mother  has  healing  gifts  awaiting  us  in  this  place.  It 
only  remains  for  us  to  do  what  is  required  by  the  laws  of  humankind  in 
order  to  establish  ourselves  here,  and  to  continue  our  work  of  healing 
and  development  on  a larger  scale,  with  renewed  energy  and 
effectiveness . 

This  land  is  located  in  the  Laurentian  foothills,  approximately  90 
kilometers  from  Montreal.  The  location  provides  easy  access  to 
Montreal,  yet  offers  the  seclusion  and  natural  beauty  appropriate  to  the 


healing  process  we  have  described.  The  energy  here  is  warm,  sparkling, 
and  alive,  with  apparently  no  significant  sources  of  atomic  or 
electromagnetic  disturbance  in  the  vicinity.  Climatically,  all  four 
seasons  are  encountered,  which  allows  us  to  provide  the  full  experience 
of  traditional  Native  spirituality  upon  which  our  program  is  based.  The 
elevation  affords  an  emotionally  uplifting  view  of  the  surrounding 
mountains,  valley,  and  lake,  while  the  structural  capacity  includes  four 
main  buildings,  an  inground  pool,  tennis  courts  and  a sauna.  This 
central  area  would  provide  enough  accommodations  for  some  staff, 
visiting  families,  and  approximately  forty  residents  (male  & female)  at 
any  given  time. 

Waseskun  House,  in  conjunction  with  the  Native  Mental  Health  Research 
Team  of  the  Institute  of  Community  and  Family  Psychiatry  at  Montreal's 
Jewish  General  Hospital,  is  in  the  process  of  conducting  a feasibility 
study  which  has  already  received  letters  of  support  from  more  than  half 
of  Quebec's  Aboriginal  communities.  This  study  is  designed  to  determine 
whether  a solid  majority  of  Native  people  in  this  province  would  support 
the  concept  of  a Healing  and  Development  Center  such  as  the  one  we  have 
described,  or  if,  indeed,  sentiment  rests  with  the  present  system  of 
prisons  and  punishment  so  alien  to  our  traditional  values  and  way  of 
life. 

We  took  possession  our  new  location  on  September  21,  1998.  This 
welcome  transition  gives  scope  to  our  developing  vision  for  the  future. 
We  see  ourselves  "walking  our  talk"  by  establishing  a healthy  and 
sustainable  community  in  which  our  transient  clientele  may  participate 
in  a living  experience  of  relationships  and  activities  based  on 
traditional  Aboriginal  values  and  a holistic  way  of  life.  Our  plans 
and  actions  are  founded  on  our  deepest  understanding  of  the  principles 
that  describe  how  the  universe  is  ordered  and  how  healing  and 
development  unfold.  We  therefore  see  ourselves  as  striving  toward  a 
level  of  financial  functioning  which  would  ensure  a consistent 
relationship  with  these  natural  principles,  and  are  exploring  a variety 
of  possibilities  leading  in  this  direction.  We  envision  a place  where 
individuals  can  complement  their  healing  journey  by  developing 
marketable  skills  and  knowledge  which  will  increase  the  potential  of 
securing  fulfilling  roles  as  productive  members  in  their  communities  of 
origin.  We  see  our  worker  population  as  including  workers-in-training 
from  the  many  communities  which  will  be  seeking  to  implement  our  vision 
of  holistic  re-integration  and  the  specialized  expertise  this  process 
demands.  We  see  our  Centre  as  a location  in  which  to  host  ceremonies, 
pow  wows,  craft  and  cultural  exchanges,  healing  camps,  and  conferences, 
including  the  already  proposed  gathering  of  community  workers  and  Elders 
in  the  summer  of  1999.  Future  developments  on  Waseskun  Net  include 
partnership  with  such  institutions  as  Concordia  University  in  the 
delivery  of  a Distance  Education  Program  to  remote  communities  as  a move 
towards  Aboriginal  crime  prevention,  training  and  community 
empowerment.  Recent  discussions  in  the  Waseskun  boardroom  revolved 
around  the  possible  inclusion  of  female  offenders  in  our  program,  as 
well  as  responding  to  the  challenge  of  AIDS  and  its  relationship  to 
Aboriginal  Justice. 

As  Elder  Art  Solomon  said,  "There  is  timing  to  everything  ...We  are 
doing  what  we  are  doing  here  because  it  is  the  time  for  it".  Recently, 
Federal  Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart  stated  that  the  Canadian 
government  is  now  looking  to  embark  upon  a new  era  of  "healing"  and 
"partnership"  with  Native  peoples.  The  "wounds"  in  need  of  healing  to 
which  the  minister  referred  are  those  resulting  from  the  150  year 
history  of  "displacement  and  assimilation"  in  which  Native  children  were 
separated  from  their  culture,  languages,  and  families,  and  placed  in 
distant  institutions  in  an  effort  to  re-socialize  them  into  a more 
"civilized"  way  of  life.  According  to  the  recent  Royal  Commission 
Report  on  Aboriginal  Peoples,  "the  basic  premise  of  re-socializing,  of 
the  great  transformation  from  'savage'  to  'civilized',  was  violent  ...In 
the  vision  of  residential  education,  discipline  was  curriculum  and 
punishment  an  essential  pedagogical  technique."  The  Royal  Commission 
goes  on  to  say  that,  "there  was  no  consideration  that  the  system  itself 


constituted  a 'crime'".  Rather,  the  focus  has  always  been  placed  on 
individual  acts  which  violated  the  Criminal  Code.  The  Commission 
further  states  that  "the  government  has  refused  to  apologize  or  to 
institute  a special  public  inquiry  and  instead  wishes  to  concentrate  on 
the  'now'  of  the  problem",  that  is  the  "savage"  who  is  sick  and  "in  need 
of  psychological  salvation".  One  Royal  Commission  report  submitted  by 
Native  researchers  Roland  D.  Chrisjohn  and  Sherri  Young,  has  this  to  say 
on  the  subject  of  "healing":  "if  it  is  sickness  you  seek,  don't  look 
for  it  in  the  [wounded]  victims  of  genocide;  it  resides  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  people  who  planned,  designed,  implemented,  and  operated 
the  machinery  of  genocide,  and  who  now  seek  to  cover  it  up.  The 
'meaning'  of  Indian  Residential  Schooling  is  not  the  pathology  it  may 
have  created  in  some  Aboriginal  Peoples;  it  is  the  pathology  it  reveals 
in  the  'system  or  order'  giving  rise  to  it."  How  much  longer  can  we 
ignore  the  obvious  similarities  in  the  re-socialization  of  Native 
peoples  provided  by  both  the  Residential  School  system  and  the  present 
system  of  crime  and  punishment  in  which  prisons  play  a central  role?  We 
hope  that,  with  a little  foresight,  the  Canadian  image  of  "a  just 
society"  will  not  be  tarnished  by  some  future  Royal  Commission  leveling 
accusations  which  reflect  sentiments  similar  to  the  following:  "the 
importance  of  the  civilizing  mission  of  the  schools  far  outweighed 
issues  of  justice  for  the  children."  We  at  Waseskun  are  acutely  aware 
that  that  these  "issues  of  justice  for  the  children"  are  not  simply 
confined  to  the  generation  of  youngsters  who  directly  experienced  the 
Residential  School  era,  but  extend,  through  a legacy  of  inherited 
violence  and  abuse,  into  third  and  fourth  generation  offenders  who  now 
populate  the  prison  system  in  ever-growing  numbers. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  take  a closer  look  at  the  word  "waseskun",  which 
is  a Cree  descriptive  referring  to  that  time  just  after  a storm,  when 
the  dark  clouds  begin  to  part,  and  the  first  rays  of  sunlight  peep 
through.  It  is  our  prayer  that  these  first  rays  will  illuminate  this 
Waseskun  Vision  clearly  and  brightly  for  All  Our  Relations.  We  are 
honored  to  be  part  of  the  great  web  of  life  that  connects  us  all  in  our 
journey  towards  wholeness.  We  hope  this  "wholeness"  will  soon  be 
reflected  in  a paradigm  of  justice  that  unites  and  heals  all  the 
relationships  upon  which  its  effective  functioning  depends.  We  see  the 
proposed  Waseskun  Healing  and  Development  Center  as  essential  to  the 
realization  of  this  hope. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  12  October  1998  23:14:49  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

In  this  week's  mail  I received  a request  for  correspondence 
for  a death  row  inmate,  and,  in  addition,  a reference  to 
another  penpal  site  for  death  row  inmates. 

From:  ccadp@home.com 

Date:  Mon,  12  Oct  1998  19:51:50  -0700 

Subject:  Re  friend  Raymond  Gurule,  death  row  California 


Hello, 

1 am  writing  in  the  hopes  that  you  will  add  our  friends  name  to  your 
listing.  He  is  on  death  row  in  San  Quentin  and  he  doesn't  have  any 
penpals  but  us,  and  he  would  much  appreciate  hearing  from  the  native 
community.  He  has  expressed  to  us  his  sorrow  that  links  with  his  family 
and  those  in  his  community  have  been  severed.  He  is  from  the  White 
Mountain  Apaches.  Raymond  has  no  means  of  support,  no  family,  no  radio, 
no  tv,  and  no  penpals  but  the  two  of  us.  He  would  really  appreciate 
some  new  friends  and  even  financial  assistance  if  possible,  though 
friendship  is  much  more  important  to  him. 

Raymond  Gurule  (nickname  Apache) 
po  box  D 48677 

2 EY  6 

San  Quentin  CA 
94974  USA 


Please  let  us  know  whether  you  are  able  to  include  Raymond  in  your 
listings.  In  return,  we  offer  free  listings  to  all  death  row  inmates 
on  our  penpals  site  at: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~ccadp/ penpals . htm 

homepage  http://www.ccadp.org 

Thanks 

Tracy  Lamourie  and  Dave  Parkinson 
Canadian  Coalition  Against  the  Death  Penalty 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"01"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : Poem:  A Muse"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Sep  1998  08:26:28  -0600 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj(3okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : New  Poem:  A Muse... 

UUCP  email 


A Muse 


How  does  it  get  written, 
this  poetry,  this  prose, 
this  writing, 
this  stream  of  words? 

I'd  say  the  best, 
is  in  the  beating  heart, 
in  life  itself, 
as  you  live. 

If  it  did  not  come, 
from  those  things, 
from  where,  and  what, 
would  it  be  worth. 

A mere  technical  exercise, 
a dry  run, 
like  the  desert, 
before  rain. 

Some  say  you  should, 
write  and  revise, 
and  rewrite, 
how  could  that  be? 

I prefer  to  write  it, 
and  fuss,  just  a little, 
but  get  it  said, 
straight  out. 

Some  say  there  should  be, 
classes  and  exercises, 
of  rhyme  and  scansion, 
timber  and  tempo. 

Before  that  happens  to  me, 

I'd  hope  that  someone  shoots  me, 
for  my  heart  will  be  dead, 
already. 

John  Berry 

Oklahoma 

1998 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  7 Oct  98  03:35:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  19-25 

OKAKOPA 

(October) 

(Ikuwa) 

19 

We  bless  the  earth  ...  and  are  blessed  by  it. 

20 

If  you  would  see  all  the  world,  climb  to  the  mountain's  pinnacle. 

21 

The  solitude  of  the  wilderness  helps  me  find  myself. 

22 

Pele  builds  and  re-builds  the  land  until  she  is  satisfied  with  her  creation. 

23 


Teach  me  the  magic  of  the  night. 

24 

Those  we  love  are  near  to  us  in  spirit. 

25 

Tread  gently  upon  the  dew-pearled  grass  of  morning. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  04  Oct  1998  23:14:55  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  74 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  TONGUE. 


The  boneless  tongue,  so  small  and  weak. 

Can  crush  and  kill,  declares  the  Greek. 

"The  tongue  destroys  a greater  horde." 

The  Turk  asserts,  "than  does  the  sword." 

The  Persian  proverb  wisely  saith, 

"A  lengthy  tongue,  an  early  death; " 

Or  sometimes  takes  this  form  instead, 

"Don't  let  your  tongue  cut  off  your  head." 

"The  tongue  can  speak  a word  whose  speed," 

Say  the  Chinese,  "Outstrips  the  steed;" 

While  Arab  sages  this  impart, 

"The  tongue's  great  storehouse  is  the  heart." 

From  Hebrew  wit  the  maxim  sprung, 

"Though  feet  should  slip,  ne'er  let  the  tongue. 

"The  sacred  writer  crowns  the  whole, 

"Who  keeps  his  tongue  doth  keep  his  soul." 


THE  COST  OF  ONE  DRINK. 


Some  men  are  so  made  that  the  mere  taste  of  liquor  will  kindle  in  them 
a raging  thirst  for  more. 

A doctor  and  his  friend  were  once  talking  together  in  front  of  a 
saloon  when  a master  mechanic,  a man  of  amiable  and  excellent  character, 
a first-class  workman,  full  of  business,  with  an  interesting  family, 
respected  by  everybody,  and  bidding  fair  to  be  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  city,  came  up  to  them  and  laughingly  said: 


"Well,  I have  just  done  what  I never  did  before  in  my  life." 

"Ah,  what  was  that?" 

"Why,  Mr.  has  owed  me  a bill  for  work  for  a long  time  and  I 

dunned  him  for  the  money  till  I was  tired,  but  a minute  ago  I caught  him 
out  there,  and  asked  him  for  the  money. 

'Well,'  he  said,  'I'll  pay  for  it  to  you  if  you'll  step  in  here  and 
get  a drink  with  me.' 

'No,'  said  I,  'I  never  drink-never  drank  in  my  life.' 

'Well'  he  replied,  'do  as  you  please.  If  you  won't  drink  with  me,  I 
won't  pay  your  bill-that's  all!' 

"But  I told  him  I could  not  do  that. 

However,  finding  he  would  not  pay  the  bill,  rather  than  lose  the 
money,  I just  went  in  and  got  the  drink." 

And  he  laughed  at  the  strange  occurrence  as  he  concluded. 

As  soon  as  he  had  finished  the  story,  the  physician's  companion,  an 
old,  discreet,  shrewd  man,  turned  to  him  and  in  a most  impressive  manner 
said : 

"Sir,  that  was  the  dearest  drink  that  ever  crossed  your  lips,  and  the 
worst  bill  you  ever  collected." 

And  terribly  did  time  verify  that  prediction.  In  less  than  twelve 
months  he  was  a confirmed,  disgraced  sot,  a vagabond  in  society,  a curse 
to  those  who  loved  him,  a loathing  and  a shame  wherever  he  went. 

At  last  he  died  a horrible  death  in  an  infirmary  from  a disease 
produced  solely  by  intoxication.  -[The  Sacred  Heart  Review. 


STEER  STRAIGHT  FOR  ME. 


A fisherman,  who  drank  liquor  used  to  sail  from  a small  cove  on  the 
Scotch  coast  to  the  fishing  grounds,  several  miles  out  in  the  ocean. 

There  was  no  lighthouse  to  guide  him. 

When  the  fisherman  had  taken  a drop  too  much  it  was  dangerous  work 
entering  that  cove. 

His  little  son  used  to  watch  for  his  father's  coming,  and  as  soon  as 
he  saw  him  he  would  cry  out: 

"Steer  straight  for  me,  father,  and  you'll  get  safe  home!" 

The  boy  died;  and  one  evening  the  father  was  sitting  at  his  lonely 
fireside . 

His  conscience  troubled  him,  and  he  thought  he  heard  the  voice  of  his 
boy  ring  out  through  the  darkness: 

"Steer  straight  for  me,  father,  and  you'll  get  safe  home!" 

Springing  to  his  feet,  he  called  out: 

"You're  right  this  time,  my  son!" 

From  that  moment  he  was  a changed  man  and  stopped  drinking  strong 
drink. 
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Purcell  Powless  is  in  Concord,  Massachusetts,  and  in  sending  his 
subscription  for  the  HELPER,  says  "I  like  to  keep  track  of  my  old 
schoolmates . " 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Invincible  Debating  Society  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  term:  President,  Dohn  Lemieux; 

Vice  President,  Dames  E.  Dohnson;  Secretary,  Edwin  Moore;  Treasurer, 

Dohn  B.  Warren;  Reporter,  Guy  Brown;  Segt . -at-Arms,  Thomas  Mason; 

Critic,  Edward  Rogers;  Assist.  Critic,  David  Abraham. 

The  sociable  on  Saturday  night  seemed  like  old  times.  It  was  the 
first  of  the  season  and  there  were  many  happy  comings-together  of 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  sisters  of  other  peoples'  brothers  with 
brothers  of  other  peoples'  sisters.  The  band  played  its  best  pieces, 
while  the  throng  promenaded  or  played  games.  It  was  a good  time  for  the 
new  students  to  get  acquainted.  There  were  very  few  "wall  flowers,"  for 
the  entertainment  committee  kept  things  lively. 

The  Susan  Longstreth  Literary  Society  held  its  first  meeting  last 
Friday  evening,  and  had  election  of  new  officers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
which  are  as  follows: 

President,  Minnie  H.  Finley;  Vice  President,  Sara  E.  Smith;  Recording 
Secretary,  Annie  M.  Morton;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Pasaquala  Anderson; 
Treasurer,  Rose  Duvernay;  Reporter,  Fannie  Harris;  Marshal,  Dollie 
Wheelock;  Critic,  Mary  Moon;  Assistant  Critic,  Ella  Sturm;  Pianist, 
Dennie  Brown. 

New  regulations  to  govern  the  society  work  of  the  school  will  be 
published  next  week.  Teachers  and  officers  by  twos  will  hereafter  be 
detailed  to  visit  the  meetings  regularly.  This  has  long  been  needed, 
and  will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  active  members  of  the  societies 
who  are  anxious  to  learn  the  best  forms  of  conducting  business  and  who 
enjoy  appreciative  listeners.  Mr.  Standing  and  Mr.  Thompson,  will  vist 
the  Invincibles;  Prof.  Bakeless  and  Dennison  Wheelock  the  Standards; 
Misses  Hill  and  Bowersox,  the  Susans,  tonight. 

Soldiers  of  the  second  West  Virginia  Volunteers  visited  us  in  small 
detachments  during  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  The  habits  of  reckless 
living  were  stamped  upon  the  faces  of  many  thoughtful,  promising-looking 
young  men.  The  bleared  and  heavy  eye,  flushed  face  and  staggering  gait 
told  a sad  story.  There  were  gentlemen  among  them  who  gave  no  evidence 
of  strong  drink,  but  who  wore  the  tan  and  brawn  of  rough  and  ready 
service  for  their  country,  but  several  in  every  group  carried  heavy 
breaths  and  bore  faces  flushed  with  intoxicants.  It  is  said  that  the 
saloons  in  town  reaped  a rich  harvest,  and  extra  wagon-loads  of  beer  and 
liquors  were  laid  in  to  supply  the  soldiers.  Think  of  it!  Wagon-loads 
of  fire-water  to  burn  out  the  hearts  and  brains  of  our  country's  best. 

A very  interesting  letter  has  been  received  from  Annie  Thomas 
Lillibridge,  whose  husband  is  one  of  the  corps  of  workers  of  the  Genoa 
Nebraska  School,  and  who  is  editor  of  the  News  published  at  the  school. 
We  all  remember  Annie  Thomas  when  a pupil  with  us.  She  recently 
attended  the  Omaha  Exposition  and  found  there  a number  of  our  old 
pupils.  Among  others,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Davis,  White  Buffalo,  Desse 
Bent,  Frank  Everett,  Doe  Stewart,  Elsie  Springer  Baxter,  all  in 
attendance  upon  the  Indian  Congress,  and  most  of  them  as  interpreters. 
She  missed  by  only  a few  hours  seeing  Nellie  Carey.  Mrs.  Lillibridge 
says  that  the  Genoa  brass  band  played  for  a few  weeks  at  the  Exposition, 
and  won  the  admiration  of  the  people.  Captain  Mercer  who  is  in  charge 
of  the  Indian  Congress  spoke  of  them  in  the  highest  terms. 

Mr.  Dohn  Martin  of  East  North  Street  called  to  renew  some 
subscriptions,  and  while  in  the  office  reminisced  on  war  times,  when 
General  FitzHugh  Lee  shelled  our  town  and  burned  these  barracks.  Mr. 
Martin  thoroughly  believes  in  the  Carlisle  way  of  making  true  men  and 
women  of  the  American  Indian  youth.  He  says  the  HELPER  is  one  of  the 
first  papers  read  that  comes  to  his  house,  and  he  thinks  it  contains 
more  in  a nutshell  than  many  papers  of  larger  pretentions.  We  are 
thankful  for  such  words  of  encouragement. 


The  football  game  of  last  Saturday  with  Bloomsburg  on  our  grounds  was 
a victory  for  the  Indians;  score  43  to  0.  Two  fifteen  minute  halves 
were  played.  The  most  noticeable  feature  of  the  game  was  the  spirit  and 
dash  with  which  our  boys  played.  The  game  was  free  from  any 
objectionable  features.  Bloomsburg  played  a strong  game.  Great  credit 
is  due  to  Mr.  Hall,  our  coach,  for  the  skill  shown  by  the  Indians. 


Football  Schedule. 

Oct.  1,  Susquehanna  at  Carlisle. 

Oct.  8,  Cornell  at  Ithaca. 

Oct.  15,  Williams  at  Albany. 

Oct.  22,  Yale  at  New  Haven. 

Oct.  29,  Harvard  at  Cambridge. 

Nov.  5,  Dickinson  at  Carlisle. 

Nov.  12,  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 

Nov.  19,  University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago. 

Nov.  24,  University  of  Cincinnati  at  Cincinnati. 

Game  with  Bloomsburg,  Sept.  24th,  WON  by  a score  of  43-0. 
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Fair  Week  and  hosts  of  visitors. 

What  is  a sociable  wall-flower? 

ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Enigmas. 

We  play  Susquehanna  tomorrow  on  our  athletic  field. 

Mr.  lack  Standing  has  a new  Reading  Standard. 

What  looks  worse  from  the  outside  than  a window  curtain  tied  up  in  a 
knot? 

Do  the  Indians  learn  to  make  furniture?  No,  but  each  boy  and  girl  at 
our  school  makes  a bed  every  day. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  gone  to  Trenton,  N.3.,  on  business  connected  with  the 
school . 

Supt.  Campbell,  of  Shoshone,  we  learn  has  been  transferred  to  Warm 
Springs,  Oregon. 

Have  you  more  boys  than  girls  at  the  Carlisle  Indian  school?  Yes,  75 
more  boys. 

POPULATION:  On  our  roll,  866;  in  country  homes,  317  - 152  boys,  164 
girls;  present,  549. 

Supervisor  Wright  has  been  made  an  honorary  member  of  the  Standard 
Literary  Society. 

A large  company  of  boys  was  sent  to  the  lower  farm  on  Saturday  morning 
last,  to  cut  the  corn. 

Orderlies  were  in  demand  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  to  conduct  Fair 
visitors  around  the  grounds. 

On  Saturday  a number  of  boys  were  hired  by  Mr.  Corn-man  two  or  three 
miles  south  of  Carlisle  to  help  husk  his  corn. 

The  painters  are  finishing  a wagon  made  by  our  wagon-makers  for  Supt. 
Campbell,  for  the  Shoshone  Agency,  Wyoming. 

Mrs.  Cook  returned  from  the  West  on  Friday,  bringing  with  her  two 
pupils.  Others,  the  outcome  of  her  trip  have  also  come. 

All  pupils  from  Number  9 to  Number  12  are  expected  to  join  one  of  the 

three  literary  societies  and  take  an  active  part. 

The  teachers  in  their  weekly  meetings  are  still  at  work  upon  Froebel's 
Education  of  Man.  They  are  expecting  to  take  up  chemistry  later. 

Mrs.  Mason  Pratt  and  son  Dick  of  Steelton,  and  Mrs.  Pratt's  sister 
Mrs.  Barlow  of  Jamestown,  N.Y.,  were  over  to  witness  the  game  on 
Saturday. 

On  Saturday,  Mr.  Geo.  Hall  was  a guest  of  his  brother  Mr.  John  Hall, 
coach  for  the  football  team.  He  too  is  a Yale  man  and  a football 
enthusiast . 

The  name  of  the  winner  of  the  $10  prize  will  be  known  tonight,  or  in 

other  words  the  first  thing  tomorrow  morning,  and  will  be  published  next 

week. 

The  new  pupils  from  the  Carson,  Nevada  school  have  entered  No  10  and 
give  promise  of  doing  well.  The  pupils  of  10  are  taking  hold  of  their 
studies  with  a will  notwithstanding  their  lateness  in  getting  started. 


Mrs.  Cook  brought  from  Pine  Ridge  and  Rosebud  Agencies,  South  Dakota, 
reports  of  Carlisle  students  who  have  returned.  We  will  give  extracts 
from  these  in  some  future  number  of  the  HELPER.  Do  they  go  BACK?  If 
they  do  it  is  the  fault  of  conditions  that  reservations  breed. 

George  Bacon  and  Archie  Dohnson  have  gone  home. 

Phillips  White  is  still  holding  his  position  in  the  store  at  Pine 
Ridge,  and  we  hear  he  is  doing  well. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Parker,  of  North  Hanover  St.  with  guests  - Captain  Owen, 
Miss  Owen  and  others  from  a distance  were  out  on  Monday. 

The  Bubb  Comedy  Company  now  playing  in  the  new  Opera  House  extended 
courtesies  to  ye  HELPER  editors.  They  are  giving  good  entertainments. 

Miss  Campbell  was  detailed  on  Tuesday  to  go  as  far  as  Washington, 

D.C.,  with  Fannie  lackson  and  Lucy  Lowen,  who  went  to  their  homes  in 
North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  E.I.  Hepburn,  of  Williamsport  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  Small,  of  New  York, 
with  Miss  Rebecca  Lamberton,  of  West  Pomfret  Street,  were  among  the 
interested  visitors  on  Thursday. 

Lottie  Harris'  farm  mother  says  of  her:  "She  has  been  uniformly 
helpful  in  every  line  of  work  she  has  been  required  to  do."  What  better 
record  could  a girl  or  boy  in  a country  home  make  than  that? 

Miss  Seonia  is  taking  Sloyd  lessons  under  Miss  Ericson's  instruction. 
Among  the  students  who  are  doing  excellent  work  is  George  Balenti  who 
does  better  with  his  one  hand  than  some  who  have  two  good  arms  and 
hands . 

The  Duniors  have  reorganized  and  elected  the  following  officers: 
President,  John  Warren;  Vice-President,  Rose  Poodry;  Secretary,  George 
Welch;  Treasurer,  Bertha  Pierce;  Reporter,  Charles  Roberts;  Critic, 
Pasaquala  Anderson. 

Not  a bad  poetic  description  of  a football  game:  0 wild  kaleidoscopic 
panorama  of  jaculatory  arms  and  legs!  The  twisting,  twining,  turning, 
tussling,  throwing,  thrusting,  throttling,  tugging,  thumping,  the 
tightening  thews;  etc.,  etc. 

The  many  friends  of  Amelia  Killsbull,  who  went  home  with  Mrs.  Cook, 
and  who  was  so  anxious  to  come  back,  but  was  held  there  by  forces  she 
could  not  overcome,  are  full  of  sympathy  for  her,  but  hope  that  she 
still  will  be  able  to  carry  out  her  desire  to  become  better  educated  and 
useful . 

Mrs.  Anna  Beiler,  President  of  the  Ladies'  Home  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  New  York  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Dye  Ellis, 
of  Newark,  N.D.,  Superintendent  of  the  Legislative  Branch  of  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  for  the  United  States,  were  guests  of  Miss 
Shaffner  on  Wednesday.  In  the  evening  Mrs.  Ellis  addressed  the  girls  in 
their  society  room. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  after  shop-bell,  a woman  flying  from  window  to 
window  and  pounding  on  the  doors  of  the  store-house  attracted  the 
attention  of  a passer-by.  On  investigation  it  was  discovered  to  be  our 
Miss  Ely.  Mr.  Kensler,  not  knowing  that  she  had  slipped  into  the  cellar 
for  a minute  went  off  and  locked  the  doors.  The  prisoner  came  out  three 
shades  whiter  than  when  she  went  in,  for  it  looked  to  her,  for  a time, 
like  an  all  night  detention. 
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WESTERN  PICTURES. 


Mrs.  Bennett  who  was  with  us  when  her  husband  was  our  farmer,  writes 
interestingly  from  the  Ft.  Shaw  Indian  School,  Montana,  where  they  now 
have  positions  in  the  Indian  Service. 

Some  photographs  taken  by  Mrs.  Bennett  give  one  a good  idea  of  the  lay 
of  the  land  in  the  near  vicinity  of  the  school. 

One  is  the  Chapel,  and  a neat  edifice  it  is. 

One  shows  three  of  the  cottages  at  the  school. 

But  perhaps  the  most  interesting  of  all  shows  the  tents  of  the  Indian 
campers  who  went  to  Ft.  Shaw  to  attend  the  closing  exercises. 

Then  there  is  a picture  of  White  Horse  with  two  of  his  wives.  They 
are  wrapped  in  robes  of  winter,  and  look  strange  in  their  peculiar 


dress . 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  papers,  not  long  ago,  contained  a 
romantic  story  of  the  elopement  of  one  of  the  Ft.  Shaw  employees  with  a 
young  Indian. 

That  same  Indian  was  the  son  of  the  White  Horse  whose  photograph  we 
have. 

Mrs.  Bennett  recently  visted  St.  Peter's  Mission  School  and  saw  there 
Lizzie  Howard  and  Maggie  Trombley,  both  of  whom,  she  says,  seemed  very 
happy.  She  says  the  Mission  is  a beautiful  place. 

The  new  Superintendent  of  Ft.  Shaw,  Mr.  Campbell  (not  our  W.P. 
Campbell  who  is  still  at  Shoshone)  has  assumed  charge  and  everything  is 
running  along  nicely. 


INDIANS  AND  BEARS. 


The  greatest  bear  country  in  the  southwest  is  the  Navajo  Indian 
reservation,  where  the  bears  are  never  hunted  and  may  live,  multiply  and 
grow  old  in  peace,  says  the  San  Francisco  Call. 

The  Navajo  believes  that  bruin  is  the  sacred  animal,  and  they  will 
never  kill  or  consent  to  have  one  killed  except  under  one  circumstance. 

This  is  when  a bear  has  killed  a red  man  and  the  identity  of  the 
culprit  is  as  well  established  as  that  of  the  victim. 

Then,  headed  by  their  medicine  man,  half  the  tribe  will  gather  at 
bruin's  doorway,  humbly  beg  his  pardon  for  what  is  about  to  happen  and 
pray  to  his  shade  not  to  look  for  vengeance. 

This  done,  one  or  two  warriors  will  boldly  penetrate  the  cave  and  kill 
the  bear,  which  is  then  accorded  a decent  burial.  -[The  Guide, 
Battleford,  Saskatchewan,  Canada. 


NOT  PATRICK  HENRY  OF  THE  SMALL  BOYS'  QUARTERS. 


"Ellen,  has  George  come  home  from  school  yet?"  cried  Mrs.  Snaggs  to 
her  servant. 

"Yes,  ma'am." 

"Where  is  he?" 

"I  haven't  seen  him." 

"How  do  you  know,  then  that  he's  home?" 

"Because  the  cat's  hiding  under  the  dresser."  -[Exchange. 

We  all  know  that  some  small  boys  and  girls  are  so  exceedingly  fond  of 
kittens  and  cats  that  they  torture  them  with  too  much  squeezing  and 
handling. 

Other  small  boys  like  to  tease  cats  by  pulling  their  tails  and  setting 
the  dogs  on  them  to  make  them  spit  and  run  up  trees. 

There  is  a cat  in  the  small  boys'  quarters,  however,  who  is  never 
teased . 

He  has  earned  his  name  by  not  allowing  boys  and  girls  to  fondle  and 
torture  him. 

When  quite  a kitten  he  would  say  as  plainly  as  actions  could  speak  to 
the  person  who  tried  to  hold  him: 

"Meaow!  Give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death,"  and  he  would  get  his 
liberty  every  time,  and  he  was  forthwith  called  Patrick  Henry,  because 
it  was  the  great  statesman  - Patrick  Henry  - who  made  the  famous  speech: 
"Give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death." 

Our  Patrick  Henry  has  grown  to  be  a fine  large  cat,  beloved  and 
respected  by  the  entire  school. 


HARD  TO  DO  BUT  HOW  TRUE! 


Rev.  A.  Stone  says: 

Pure  religion  and  undefiled  is  "ministering, ' not  the  other  thing, 
"being  ministered  unto." 

It  is  handing  over  the  morning  paper  to  another  for  first  perusal. 

It  is  vacating  a pleasant  seat  by  the  fire  for  one  who  comes  in 
chilled . 

It  is  giving  up  the  most  restful  armchair  or  sofa-corner  for  one  who 


is  weary. 

It  is  "moving  up"  in  the  pew  to  let  the  newcomer  sit  down  by  the 
entrance . 

It  is  rising  from  your  place  to  darken  the  blind  when  the  sun's  rays 
stream  in  too  brightly  upon  some  face  in  the  circle. 

It  is  giving  your  own  comfort  and  convenience  every  time  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  another. 

This  is  at  once  true  courtesy  and  real  Christianity.  --[Sunday  School 
Times . 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  7 letters. 

My  1,  5,  6,  1 is  worn  in  the  nose  by  some  animals. 

My  3,  2,  6 is  a bright  object  seen  at  times  in  the  sky. 

My  3,  4,  2,  6 is  the  way  to  treat  evil. 

My  whole  is  what  the  various  departments  of  the  school  are  doing  this 
beginning  of  the  year. 

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : What  Carlisle  Published  Dust  after  Wounded  Knee"  

Date:  Sat,  10  Oct  1998  00:42:09  -0400 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : What  Carlisle  Published  Dust  after  Wounded  Knee  I-Pine  Ridge  Students 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  RED  MAN. 

<+---  HIS  PRESENT  AND  FUTURE.  ---+> 


"GOD  HELPS  THOSE  WHO  HELP  THEMSELVES. 


VOL.  x.  INDIAN  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA., 
FEBRUARY  & MARCH,  1891.  NO.  10. 


PUBLISHED  MONTHLY.  IN  THE  INTEREST  OF 
INDIAN  EDUCATION  AND  CIVILIZATION. 


The  Mechanical  work  Done  by 
INDIAN  BOYS. 


Terms:  Fifty  Cents  a Year. 

Five  cents  a single  copy. 
Mailed  irregularly.  Twelve  numbers 
making  a year's  subscription. 


Address  all  business  correspondence  to 
M.  Burgess, 

CARLISLE,  PA. 


Entered  as  second  class  matter  at  the 
Carlisle,  Pa.,  Post  Office. 


"The  Common  Schools  are  the  stomachs  of 
the  country  in  which  all  people  that  come 
to  us  are  assimilated  within  a generation. 
When  a lion  eats  an  ox,  the  lion  does  not 
become  an  ox  but  the  ox  becomes  lion." 


HENRY  WARD  BEECHER. 


WHAT  OUR  CARLISLE  PINE  RIDGE  AGENCY  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  HAVE  BEEN  DOING  SINCE 
THEY  WENT  HOME. 


The  following  report  of  returned  Carlisle  pupils  at  Pine  Ridge 
Agency,  Dak.,  the  seat  of  the  recent  Indian  troubles,  was  secured  by  Mr. 
Standing  while  there  recently.  He  had  been  sent  to  bring  a party  of  new 
pupils  who  were  desirous  to  come  to  Carlisle.  Of  the  number  reported  in 
the  following  list  there  is  only  one  graduate.  The  others  came  to 
Carlisle  generally  without  English  and  many  were  in  Indian  dress.  They 
remained  long  enough  to  gain  a smattering  of  English  only.  Most  of  them 
Mr.  Standing  saw  personally  and  talked  with.  This  is  in  substance  what 
he  learned  about  them: 

Bennet  Whirling  Bear,  returned  Dune  23,  '80;  no  information;  probably 
dead . 

Guy  American  Horse,  returned  Dune  19,  '82;  dead. 

Lucy  Day,  returned  Dune  19,  '82;  has  not  always  done  well  but  is  now 
all  right  and  working  in  the  family  of  the  Rev.  Chas.  Cook. 

Balwin  Blue  Horse,  returned  Duly  6,  '84;  has  been  off  with  a show;  he 
wears  Indian  and  citizen's  dress  turn  about;  has  done  well  at  times;  is 
mentally  deficient. 

Lizzie  Glode,  returned  Feb.  14,  '84;  is  now  Mrs.  Sherman  lives  at  the 
Omaha  Agency;  has  done  well. 

Frank  Twiss,  returned  Feb.  14,  '84;  is  a valuable  hand  at  the  agency; 
has  worked  steadily  ever  since  his  return  and  nothing  but  the  most 
excellent  reports  were  heard  of  his  conduct  and  true  worth. 

Clarence  Three  Stars,  returned  Oct.  6,  '84;  works  at  the  traders; 
receives  good  wages;  has  a most  desirable  record  since  return;  faithful, 
steady,  efficient;  an  influence  for  good,  quiet,  everyone  speaks  highly 
of  him. 

Edgar  Fire  Thunder,  returned  Oct.  21,  '84  is  now  a scout;  has  been 
working  steadily  in  the  Agency  blacksmith  shop;  a little  inclined  to  be 
headstrong  but  is  a good  worker  and  a man  of  character;  lost  twenty-five 
head  of  cattle  and  some  horses  by  the  hostiles. 

Maggie  Stands  Looking,  returned  Nov.  19,  '84;  is  now  Mrs.  Belt;  her 
husband  kept  store  on  Medicine  Root  Creek;  they  lost  all  by  the 
hostiles . 

Amos  Lone  Hill,  returned  Duly  6,  '85,  is  a carpenter  and  scout;  has  a 
good  record;  lost  fifteen  head  of  cattle  by  the  hostiles. 

Alfred  Lone  Eagle,  returned  Dune  22,  '86;  dead. 

Chas.  Bird,  returned  Dune  22,  '8;  is  a scout  and  an  active  worker. 

Dana  Long  Wolf,  returned  Dune  22,  '86;  is  in  the  penitentiary. 

Robt.  American  Horse,  returned  Dune  14,  '87;  is  a catechist  for  the 
Episcopal  church  at  an  important  station  at  one  of  the  camps;  he  stands 
high;  his  opinions  on  matters  concerning  the  interests  of  the  tribe  are 
regarded  as  those  of  a leader;  he  is  a strong  character  in  the  church 
and  among  the  young  men;  his  influence  is  always  for  good. 

Newton  Big  Road,  returned  Dune  26,  '86'  is  on  the  police  force. 

Edward  Dannies,  returned  May  4,  '87;  works  on  home  ranch. 

Of  those  who  returned  Dune  14,  '87: 

Clayton  Brave,  is  a government  scout;  it  is  said  he  was  with  the 
hostiles,  but  he  himself  denies  having  taken  any  part;  he  was  trying  to 
get  his  people  to  return  to  the  agency  and  when  between  fires  was 
wounded  in  the  leg.  He  has  travelled  with  a show;  married  Dulia  Walking 
Crane  (Carlisle  pupil) . 

Mack  Kutepi,  through  misunderstading  and  what  he  considered  harsh 
treatment  after  having  broken  a rule  resigned  his  position  at  the 
agency,  but  worked  steadily  up  to  that  time  at  his  trade,  that  of 
harness  making,  every  one  speaking  of  him  in  the  highest  terms;  he  was 
two  months  with  ghost-dancers,  but  has  gone  back  to  his  work  and  is 
again  doing  well. 

Wallace  Charging  Shield  has  done  well  since  his  return,  and  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  time  has  been  working  at  the  boarding  school  and  was 


much  valued;  has  since  returned  to  Carlisle. 

George  Fire  Thunder  is  working  at  the  agency;  has  not  done  altogether 
as  well  as  he  might  but  well  in  the  main. 

Emma  Hand  married  Charles  Means;  husband  left  her;  she  lives  with  her 
sister;  has  done  well  in  so  far  as  she  could. 

Alice  Lone  Bear  dresses  nicely;  looks  clean;  has  made  some  failures 
but  heard  nothing  of  ill-repute  concerning  her;  is  not  married. 

Katie  White  Bird  is  married;  lives  near  agency. 

Robert  White  Cow  Killer,  is  a small  boy  and  sickly;  is  classed  as 
being  with  the  hostiles;  went  with  his  father;  is  now  attending  Catholic 
school . 

Thomas  Brown  returned  Apr.  '88;  dead. 

lames  Balck  Bear  returned  Apr.  '88,  works  at  the  agency. 

William  Black  Eagle  returned  Apr.  '88;  dead. 

Nellie  Hunter  returned  May  22,  '88;  lives  at  home  with  her  mother. 

Of  those  who  returned  Duly  6,  '88: 

Paul  Black  Bear  is  out  with  a show. 

Wiliam  Brown  is  a scout;  lost  several  hundred  dollars  worth  of 
property,  household  goods,  etc,  by  the  hostiles. 

Oscar  White  Face  is  dead. 

William  Crow,  gone  with  the  Cheyennes. 

Moses  Culbertson  is  a scout;  good  report,  married  an  educated  girl; 
doing  well. 

Dohn  Black  Wolf  is  dead. 

Lizzie  Dubray  is  a good  wife  and  mother;  is  much  discouraged  over  the 
losses  sustained  in  the  recent  war;  $300  worth  of  furniture  was 
destroyed  by  the  hostiles. 

Mary  Woman's  Dress  works  at  the  Catholic  mission. 

Marshall  Hand  is  a scout. 

Of  those  who  returned  Duly  8,  '89: 

Hope  Blue  Teeth  is  now  Mrs.  Frank  Locke;  gone  to  Rosebud;  well  spoken 
of  in  every  particular;  a woman  of  strong  character  and  exerts  a 
splendid  influence. 

Millie  Bisnett  lives  near  the  agency;  dresses  in  civilized  dress  and 
is  doing  well. 

Dohn  Rooks  is  working  in  the  carpenter  and  wagon  shop;  is  married. 

Dohn  Pullam  works  for  Mr.  Bennett,  a farmer. 

Charles  Elk  has  gone  with  the  Cheyennes. 

Frank  Dannies  has  a good  record;  gone  to  Rosebud. 

Frank  Lock  has  a most  excellent  record;  is  catechist  and  blacksmith  at 
the  same  time;  lives  at  Rosebud. 

Of  those  who  returned  Duly  29,  '90: 

Frank  Conroy  is  a scout  and  does  blacksmith  work. 

Alex  Yellow  Wolf  is  a scout. 

Edward  Kills  Hard  dresses  in  blanket  and  was  with  the  hostiles;  denies 
having  taken  any  part. 

Thos.  Black  Bull  Porcupine  is  in  camp;  wears  citizen's  dress. 

Lewis  Crow-on-Head  lives  near  agency;  wears  citizen's  dress. 

Ota  Chief  Eagle  is  a scout;  returns  to  Carlisle  as  soon  as  enlistment 
term  is  served.  Doseph  Long  Wolf  is  a scout. 

Edward  Yankton  in  camp;  citizen's  dress;  no  work. 

Charles  Dakota  has  gone  with  Cheyennes;  Arthur  Standing  Elk  and  Laura 
have  also  gone  with  the  Cheyennes. 

Dulia  Walking  Crane  wears  Indian  dress  and  she  is  married  to  Clayton 
Brave . 

Isaac  Kills  Hard,  with  the  hostiles. 

Of  those  who  returned  March,  '89: 

George  Little  Wound  did  not  join  the  hostiles  with  his  father,  but 
remained  quietly  at  the  agency;  is  now  a scout. 

Adelia  Tyon  (small)  attends  school  at  the  agency;  and  so  does  Lizzie 
Frog. 


Joseph  Little  Brave  returned  April  24,  '86;  gone  to  Rosebud. 
Louisa  Gallejo  returned  Dune  17,  '84;  gone  to  New  Mexico. 

George  Means  returned  Sept.  17,  '90;  is  owrking  as  clerk  in  the 
office.  He  is  the  only  Carlisle  "graduate"  there. 

TO  SUM  IT  ALL  UP: 

Working  at  various  employments 


and  doing  well 22 

Working  as  scouts  or  police  12 

Doing  nothing  in  particular 4 

Dead 6 

No  information 1 


In  penitentiary,  on  doubtful  charge... 1 
Hostiles,  including  Dulia  Walking 
Crane,  Little  Robert  Cow  Killer, 
and  Mack  Kutepi,  a steady  worker 


before  and  since 6 

Gone  to  other  agencies 11 

Total 63 


There  were  two  in  Indian  dress,  one  of  whom  had  his  clothes  stolen  by 
the  hostiles. 


[Note  from  B.  Landis:  The  following  article  is  taken  from  page  8, 
columns  1 & 2 of  the  monthly  publication  of  the  Carlisle  Indian  School.] 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  5 October  1998  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

IF  YOU  DO  NOT  READ  ANY  OTHER  ITEMS  IN  THIS  EVENT  SECTION  READ  THE  FOLLOWING: 

Because  of  the  significance  of  the  meeting  below,  I have  included  a long 
description  of  the  event  and  some  background  material.  I know  this  is 
unusual  for  a "powwow  list,"  but  I feel  this  hearing  and  the  issues 
surrounding  it--particularly  the  issue  of  state  governments  managing  and 
regulating  Native  spiritual  sites  to  accommodate  tourist/recreational  use, 
is  worth  the  space  consumed. 

Note  for  Lakota  and  Cheyenne  traditionals  and  those  who  are  interested 
in  encroachment  of  State  interests  in  Native  American  ceremony  and 
ceremonial  sites. 

Final  Meetings  regarding  Bear  Butte  management.  Friday  Oct.  23,  2-5  p.m. 
and  Saturday  Oct.  24,  9-12  a.m.  Ft.  Meade  just  East  of  Sturgis.  Building  #90 
(Mountain  Plains  Health  Consortium  Building).  Signs  will  be  posted. 

"Purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  COMPLETE  work  on  the  primary  recommendations 
the  group  developed  regarding  OVERCROWDING,  PRAYER  CLOTHS,  renovations  of 
trails  in  ceremonial  area,  fire  protection,  bison  herd  expansion, 
education  and  interpretive  efforts  and  the  development  of  a comprehensive 
management  plan." 

Issues  to  be  discussed  include: 

whether  (and  what  sort  of)  prayer  cloths  will  be  allowed, 
whether  onsite  camping  will  be  allowed  for  participants  and 
supporters  (consider  whether  YOUR  grandmother  could  trek  up  from 
a remote  parking  lot  up  a mountainside  to  participate 
in  a ceremony), 

whether  a State  agency  should  limit  access  to  certain  leaders  selected 
by  an  authority  appointed  by  that  agency,  and 

whether  the  state  should  designate  a limit  to  the  number  and  "pedigree" 


of  ceremony  participants , and  as  well  as  other  management  issues. 


"Comprehensive  management  plan"  means  the  State  will  regulate  the  Park's 
use.  Officials  have  already  said  approved  leaders  will  be  allowed  to 
make  reservations  to  use  the  area,  etc  (e.g.  "unapproved"  leaders  will 
not  be  permitted  to  reserve  area  to  use) 

This  is  the  FINAL  hearing. 

We  encourage  people  to  attend  if  at  all  possible  or,  if  not,  to  send 
comments  to: 

Tribal  Government  Relations  Capitol  Lake  Plaze  Suite  250  711  E.  Wells  Ave 
Pierre,  SD  57501-3369  605-773-3415 

Presently  the  agency  administering  the  area  is  directed  by  Webster  Two 
Hawk,  a Lakota  Episcopal  Minister  who  was  Rosebud  tribal  chairman  during 
Wounded  Knee. 

Here's  a report  from  an  earlier  meeting  in  May  -- 


Fourth  meeting  to  consider  alternatives  for  use  of  Bear  Butte  for 
ceremonial  use.  From  prior  meetings,  issues  were: 

Camping:  The  previous  group  meeting  states  that  family  camping  and 
non-ceremonial  use  must  be  moved  to  an  alternative  location  to  be  decided 
in  the  future. 

Access:  There  was  considerable  discussion  about  restricting  who 

should  have  access  to  the  area.  Suggestions  ranged  from  relying  on  guidance 
from  spiritual  leaders  and  medicine  men  to  identify  who  had  access,  to 
restricting  use  to  those  with  APPROPRIATE  DOCUMENTATION  OF  TRIBAL  ENROLLMENT. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  access  be  limited  only  to  those  people  from 
the  Cheyenne,  Sioux  and  Arapaho  tribes.  All  agreed  that  some  controls 
needed  to  be  imposed,  but  identifying  them  is  difficult  to  accomplish. 

Prayer  Ties:  The  group  agreed  that  all  materials  used  for  prayer  offerings 
should  be  natural  rather  than  synthetic  and  the  size  should  be  kept  as  small 
as  possible  to  "minimize  the  visual  impact  on  the  mountain's  natural 
beauty. " 

The  group  also  suggested  that  items  not  meeting  the  requirements  be 
removed.  This  means  cloth  can  no  longer  be  used  as  prayer  ties  and  that 
even  if  they  are  made  from  buckskin,  etc  they  must  be  immediately 
removed  from  Bear  Butte,  and  not  kept  on  the  hill  as  is  traditionally 
done. 

Trail  Reconstruction/Recreational  use:  The  group  consensus  was  that  the 
Ceremonial  Trail  NOT  be  reconstructed  for  recreational  use  and  the  lower 
platform  NOT  be  rebuilt.  However,  the  group  felt  the  trail  should  be  rebuilt 
for  ceremonial  use  only,  while  still  providing  ceremonial  users  with  a 
linkage  to  the  Summit  Trail. 

Fire  Protection:  Wide  spectrum  of  discussion  and  the  main  concern 
dealt  with  possible  relocation  of  the  sweatlodge  fires.  It  was 
decided  that  limited  camping  in  the  area  would  limit  the  other  fires  and 
the  sweatlodge  fires  may  already  be  in  the  safest  location. 

Bison  Herd  Management:  The  group  clearly  agreed  the  size  and  range  for 
the  herd  should  be  expanded  but  felt  that  it  should  be  contained  rather 
than  allow  free  roaming. 

Education  and  Interpretation:  The  group  suggested  increased  Native 
American  involvement  in  the  interpretive  and  educational  efforts  at  Bear 
Butte . 

Comprehensive  Management  Plan:  Suggested  an  official  advisory  board  be 
established  to  provide  ongoing  input  into  the  management  of  Bear  Butte. 

May  meeting  discussions  were: 

Overcrowding:  Today's  meeting  could  not  get  past  the  first  issue  of 
Overcrowding  with  many  strong  opinions  voiced  from  participants  regarding 
usage  of  Bear  Butte.  A Majority  felt  that  non  natives  should  be 
restricted  from  being  able  to  come  to  ceremonies  at  Bear  Butte. 

Option  1 - Restrict  Use  at  Religious  Use  Area 
Implement  a registration/reservation  system 
Limit  # of  people  allowed  at  any  one  time 


Limit  duration  of  stay 

Allow  entry  for  TRIBAL  MEMBERS  ONLY 

Other? 

Option  2 - Relocate  use  at  Religious  Use  area 
Remove  family  camping  from  religious  use  area 
Move  to  off  site  location 
Move  to  nearby  site  east  of  Highway  79 
Move  to  existing  campground  west  of  Highway  79 
Move  to  new  location  near  Bear  Butte  Lake 
Develop  inter-connection  trail  system 
Prayer  Cloths 

Option  1-  Limit  Type  and  Leave  in  Place 
Limit  size  of  prayer  offerings 
Limit  material  to  bio-degradable  material 
All  others  removed  when  encountered 
Consider  ceremonial  cleanup  every  four  years 
Option  2-  No  Restrictions , Hold  Annual  Cleanup 
No  limitations  on  size  or  material 
Coordinate  annual  spring  cleanup  with  tribes 
Other 

Ceremonial  Trail  Renovation 

Option  1-Rehabilitate  and  modify  the  Ceremonial  Trail  and  other  Access 
Trails 

Access  to  Ceremonial  Trail  for  ceremonial  use  only 
Do  not  intersect  with  Summit  Trail 

Construct  minimum  number  of  trails  needed  to  access  different  ceremonial 
sites  from  religious  use  area  and  restrict  all  traffic  to  those  trails. 
Option  2-  Revegetable  (Eliminate)  Ceremonial  Trail 
Limit  Off-Trail  traffic  by  ceremonial  users 
Other? 

Fire  Protection 

Option  1-Improve  fire  protection  standards  in  existing  religious  use  area 
Require  all  fires  in  approved  grates 

Meet  minimum  safety  requirements  for  outdoor  Fireplaces 

Conduct  routine  prescribed  burns  and  maintain  clear  safety  zones 

Ban  all  fires  during  periods  of  high  winds  and/or  high  fire  danger  index 

Option  2-Relocate  Sweatlodge  fires  and  camping  fires  to  alternative 

location 

Select  site  in  terms  of  fire  safety  and  access 
Provide  appropriate  water  source  and  fire  equipment 
Other? 

Bison  Herd  Management 

Option  1-  Securely  Fence  Park  Perimeter  and  Allow  Bison  to  free  range 
would  allow  for  better  vegetative  management 

Would  result  in  more  visitor/user  interaction-possible  safety  issues? 
Option  2-  Expand  Bison  Pasture  but  continue  to  confine  and  separate  from 
users 

Better  control  of  herd 

Better  able  to  ensure  they  can  be  viewed  by  public 
Education  and  Interpretation 

Option  1 Create  a resource  group  to  assist  GFP  in  the  renovation  and 
expansion  of  interpretive  exhibits  and  program 

Option  2-  Reduce  GFP  involvement  in  interpretation  at  Bear  Butte 
Increase  NA  role  in  interpretive  displays  and  programs 
Explore  NA  employment  opportunities 

The  last  issue  was  to  develop  a comprehensive  plan  for  Bear  Butte  that 
balances  the  needs  of  all  user  groups  and  preservation  of  the  sites 
natural  and  cultural  significance 

Comment  from  the  attendee  who  submitted  this  report: 

The  main  basic  issue,  that  of  overcrowding  was  the  only  one  discussed 
with  very  strong  feelings  both  pro  and  con  for  non  enrolled  tribal  members 
to  be  able  to  use  Bear  Butte  for  ceremony  or  to  participate  in  them. 

Speaking  only  for  myself,  my  personal  feeling  is  that  the  government 
has  no  authority  to  restrict,  limit  or  impose  standards  in  any  way,  upon 
Indian  people  concerning  their  ceremonial  usage  of  sacred  sites.  I argued 


this  point  in  the  forum  meeting  with  strong  arguments  by  the  Park  Service. 

I pointed  out  the  fact  that  most  of  our  children  and  grandchildren  are 
unable  to  become  enrolled  tribal  members  of  most  nations  because  of  our 
intermarriage  to  non  natives,  therefore  would  they  be  deprived  of  their 
heritage  rights  of  ceremonial  spiritual  prayers  because  they  were  not 
card  carrying? 

Are  only  the  Sioux,  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  nations  spiritual  enough  to 
use  the  sacred  sites?  The  Cheyenne  nation  members  there  agreed  and  stated 
that  they  wished,  at  least  for  the  northern  part  of  Bear  Butte,  that  they 
hold  as  tribal  lands,  to  remain  open  for  ALL  nations  to  use  and  were  welcome 
to  come  to  their  side  of  the  Butte  to  do  ceremonies. 

There  was  no  final  decision  made  on  any  of  the  issues  and  Rosalie  Little 
Thunder  suggested  the  Rosebud  Sioux  host  a traditional  meeting  at  the 
lodge  the  tribe  owns  near  the  Butte  for  all  nations  to  come  and  discuss 
the  issues  and  resolve  them.  The  date  will  be  announced  in  the  future  for 
the  meeting. 

People  need  to  be  aware  that  there  are  governmental  controls  starting 
to  be  put  in  place  to  manage  and  restrict  our  sacred  ceremonial  sites  with 
their  rules  and  regulations  as  to  when,  who  and  how  they  can  be  conducted 


Date:  Wed,  7 Oct  1998  15:12:52  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiLlsdinvnohii.net> 

Sub j : Event  of  Interest 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

TRAIL  OF  HOPE  COMMEMORATIVE  WALK 

Sunday,  October  11,  1998  9:00a.m.  - 11:00a.m. 

Commemorating  the  160th  Anniversary  of  the  Trail  of  Tears. 

Honoring  the  ancestors  who  lost  their  lives  on  the  Trail  of  Tears. 
Re-tracing  the  historical  route  through  downtown  Nashville. 

Proceeds  benefit  the  National  Indian  Education  Association 

Where : 

The  Walk  will  commence  at  Riverfront  Park  and  proceed  up  First  Avenue 
North  where  it  will  pick  up  the  historic  Trail  of  Tears  and  continue 
past  the  State  Capitol  to  the  Bi-Centennial  Mall.  There  will  be  a short 
ceremony  with  an  official  address  on  the  subject  of  "Healing  and 
Education"  with  a brief  Memorial  Service  at  the  Bi-Centennial  Mall. 
Afterward,  the  Trail  of  Hope  will  re-trace  the  historic  path  in  reverse 
as  a symbolic  returning,  heading  south  on  Eighth  Avenue  and  ending 
at  Commerce  Street. 

Participants  may  then  return  to  their  cars  at  river  front  via  5th  Ave., 
or  Visit  the  Nashville  Convention  Center  Exhibits  open  at  10:00a.m. 
and  admission  to  the  exhibits.  The  $20.00  registration  fee  includes 
a Commemorative  T-Shirt  for  the  first  100  participants.  $10.00 
Children  6-12. 

For  more  information  call  615-383-2247 


Date:  Thu,  08  Oct  1998  04:04:19  -0700 

From:  Len  Winogron  <litlefox@shore. intercom. net> 

Sub j : Wotanging  Ikche 

Osiyo ! 

This  message  may  seem  a little  late  in  coming,  but  once  you  all  read 
it,  you'll  understand. 

This  message  is  a 2 parter... 

a.  If  you  haven't  yet  heard  about  our  October  17-18  POWWOW,  this 
will  serve  as  an  announcement  to  join  us  in  the  joy  of  fellowship  and 
sharing; 

b.  This  will  also  let  you  know  about  the  dynamics  of  putting  this 
particular  POWWOW  on  and  why  I am  asking  as  many  of  you  to  attend  as 
possible  (not  only  as  a matter  of  fellowship  and  reaffirmation  that  we 
are  all  one  people)  to  show  a sign  of  solidarity!  [powwow  details  will 
follow] 

I'm  tired.  I just  got  off  work  and  now  have  to  work  on  repairing  the 


gaps  not  taken  cane  of  for  the  powwow.  Tomorrow  my  family  will  be  out 
at  some  community  event  promoting  the  powwow  from  7am  till  ???  Others 
in  our  tribe  are  and  will  be  doing  the  same.  I'm  sure  most  of  you  are 
saying,  "So?  We  all  do  this  for  our  powwows."  Well,  this  is  a 
different  kind  of  case! 

Our  usual  POWWOW  is  in  May.  After  a lot  of  outreach  to  the 
communities  and  involvement  in  events  throughout  the  state  of  Maryland, 
Wicomico  County  Tourism  came  to  us  and  said  that  there  has  never  been  a 
real  POWWOW  in  the  county.  They  asked  if  we  would  be  interested  in  a 
joint  venture  with  the  county:  they  would  cover  all  the  expenses  and 
take  care  of  all  the  advertising;  we  would  create  the  powwow  (hire  the 
drum,  get  the  dancers,  get  the  vendors,  and  run  it  in  the  proper 
manner) . 

We  were  very  surprised  and  pleased.  The  official  stand  of  the  state 
of  Maryland  is  that  there  are  no  natives  living  in  it's  borders.  The 
Governor  refuses  to  give  state  recognition  on  those  grounds.  To  have  a 
county  agency  come  to  us  in  this  way  is  a major  step  (we  thought) . 

Skipping  a lot  of  the  usual  details  of  putting  this  powwow  together 
(same  as  putting  any  POWWOW  together)  over  many  months...  About  a month 
ago,  at  a planning  meeting  with  the  county  tourism  people,  we  heard  the 
words  "This  all  sounds  nice... but  where  are  YOU  going  to  get  the 
money?  We  don't  have  any  in  our  budget."  As  you  know,  by  now  we  were 
committed  to  many  people  and  many  verbal  contracts  were  already  in 
place.  To  cancel  now  would  still  cost  us  a lot  of  money.  This  was  just 
the  beginning  of  that  repeat  of  history  (yes,  my  personal  indignation 
and  anger  is  showing)  involving  "whiteman  promises."  They  claim  to 
have  done  publicity  that  none  of  us  can  find...  They  promised  to  have 
fliers  and  ADVANCE  SALE  tickets  ready  for  our  Chief  to  take  on  the 
Powwow  circuit  in  Virginia  (we  had  to  modify  one  of  our  May  fliers 
(their  fliers  were  ready  3 days  after  the  Chief  was  scheduled  to 
leave))...  I guess  the  kicker  (for  me)  came  when  after  saying  the 
budget  that  they  approved  in  the  original  negotiations  was  too 
high... They  added  3 ticket  collectors  at  $8/hr  and  one  supervisor 
at  $12/hr  [Dum  Indian  no  can  count  money ... needum  whiteman  (can  you 
tell  that  I am  pissed?)]  My  wife.  Dawn  Many  Feathers,  is  co  chair  of  the 
powwow  with  the  chief.  She  let  them  know  how  much  of  an  insult  this 
was,  and  they  reluctantly  took  that  off  the  budget.  In  the  meantime, 
they  still  want  their  half  the  take.  It  goes  on  and  on. 

WE  raised  most  of  the  money,  while  the  county  people  offered  most  of 
the  excuses  why  they  couldn't...  WE  are  doing  the  last  minute  PR, 
since  we  can't  find  theirs. 

In  my  opinion,  the  people  we  are  dealing  with  were  genuine  in  their 
desire  to  make  this  POWWOW  happen  and  be  successful.  In  my  opinion, 
someone  at  a higher  level  felt  that  this  was  making  a political 
statement  they  didn't  want  made  (WE  DO  EXIST  IN  MARYLAND'S  BORDERS!). 

In  my  opinion,  the  plan  was  to  get  us  to  back  out  and  lose  face,  while 
the  county  came  out  smelling  like  a rose.  Not  only  is  it  too  late  for 
that  (verbal  contracts  and  commitments),  they  are  the  ones  who  have 
dropped  the  ball  (strategically?)  while  we  took  up  all  the  slack. 

What  I would  like  to  see,  is  as  many  of  you  as  possible  IN  REGALIA 
attend  the  POWWOW.  I want  to  show  them  our  strength  in  numbers.  I 
want  this  to  be  the  most  successful  event  ever  put  on  in  Wicomico 
County.  I want  them  to  see  the  success  and  BEG  us  to  do  it  again  next 
year.  I want  Chief  Rudy  Laughing  Otter  Hall  to  be  faced  with  the 
choice  of  telling  them: 

a.  "You  have  shown  yourselves  to  be  a dishonorable  and  untrustworthy 
people.  No!"  or 

b.  "The  original  deal  was  you  would  cover  the  expenses...  When  your 
check  for  next  years  POWWOW  clears  in  our  account,  I will  tell  you  if  we 
are  willing  to  do  it." 

Come  join  us  in  powwow  fellowship  and  in  demonstration!  (Len 
Little  Fox) 

FIRST  EVER  IN  WICOMICO  COUNTY  MARYLAND 
Native  American  Powwow  & Heritage  Festival 


Pemberton  Park  Salisbury,  Md 

October  17  & 18 

Grounds  open  8:30  am  daily 

Grand  Entry  12  Noon  daily 

Worship  service  Sunday  9 am 

Donation  $3  children  under  12  free 

No  pets,  alcohol,  or  drugs 

Mistress  of  ceremonies  Nekomis  Fortue  Lemons  (Rappahannock) 

Host  Drum  Rising  Water/Falling  Water  Drum  (Powhatten  Nation) 

Second  Drum  Little  River  Drum 

Hoop  Dance  Chris  Fortane  (Rappahannock) 

Eagle  Dance  Chief  Fred  Bushyhead  (Cheyenne) 

Honor  Guard  Max  Little  and  Vivita 

FOOD,  ARTS  & CRAFT  VENDORS, LIVING  HISTORY,  STORYTELLING,  etc. 
co-sponsors:  Accohannock  Tribe,  inc.,  Pemberton  Park  & Wicomico  County 
Tourism 

for  information  call:  410-623-2660 

(oh  yeah)  POWWOW  Chairman  Chief  Rudy  Laughing  Otter  Hall 
POWWOW  Co-chair  Dawn  Many  Feathers  Winogron 
(gopher?  - Len  Little  Fox  Winogron  *me*) 


Date:  Thu,  8 Oct  1998  15:30:07  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MICHELE  HELENE  MAAS  <michmaas@sf su . edu> 

Sub  j : indigenous  peoples'  day 

announcement; 

first  nations  hawks  and  the  student  kouncil  of  inter-tribal  nations  are 
co-sponsoring  Indigenous  Peoples'  Day  at  San  Francisco  State  University 
monday  10-12-98  at  11;30  - 2;00  p.m.  Speakers  from  the  SF  Bay  Area  Indian 
Community  and  Chrystos,  Menominee  activist  and  poet  will  also  be  speaking 
California  Indian  Dancing. .. Free. .All  Welcome.. 

* michele  maas@mercury. sfsu.edu  * 

* student  kouncil  of  inter-tribal  nations  * 

* at  san  francisco  state  university  * 

* 415-338-1929  all  opinions  are  mine  unless  * 

* stated  otherwise..  * 


Date:  Wed,  7 Oct  1998  10:44:07  EDT 

From:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

Sub j : Metis  Honoring  Standing  Bear 

Metis  Honoring  of  elder  Standing  Bear,All  who  come  in  respect  are  welcome 

Date:  98-10-06  14:45:31  EDT 

From:  willlin@csrlink.net  (Willis  Linn) 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  HONORING  FESTIVAL 

Sponsored  By: 

BUFFALO  PATH  CLAN  (MNUS) 

COME  30IN  US  IN  HONORING  OUR  BROTHER 
LARRY  WOOL FORD  SR 
"STANDING  BEAR" 

TRADITIONAL  CRAFTS,  DEMONSTRATIONS, NATIVE 
FOODS 

BENEFIT  AUCTION  AFTER  EVENING  MEAL 
HOST  DRUM:  LENAPE  RED  THUNDER 
ALL  DRUMS/DANCERS  WELCOME 

NO  ALCOHOL  OR  DRUGS  PERMITTED 
October  31,1998  Saturday  1000  am  -? 

ZEBROVKA  RANCH  Huntingdon,  Pa 
(814)643-6915  zebrovka@vicon.net 

central  Pa. just  off  rt  22  aprox  1 mi  north  of  Huntingdon, Pa .Very  nice 
Mountain  setting  ! 


Inspirit  Productions 
3038  W.  Ardmore  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  60659 
Voice:  773  506.1233 
Fax:  773  506.1715 

Program  1.  The  Rainbow  Bridge  Seminar  -Europe- 
Have  you  ever  wondered  what  it  would  be  like  looking  at  life  through  the 
eyes  of  a Native  American? 

Spend  a weekend  with  them Learn  their  ways. 

Hear  their  Prophecies. .. .Smoke  their  Pipe, 

Pray  in  their  Sweat  Lodge 

Native  Americans  have  been  asked  by  their  elders  to  teach  people 
of  every  race  their  culture  and  spiritual  way  of  life.  They  wish  to 
explain  the  healing  powers  of  their  medicines  and  how  we  need  to  love  and 
show  more  respect  to  Mother  Earth.  They  want  to  share  the  ancient  Native 
American  Prophecies  which  predict  many  major  shifts  on  our  planet  and  the 
cleansing  of  Mother  Earth... Some  of  which  have  already  begun. 

Their  traditions  go  back  many  centuries.  Their  teachings  have 
been  secretive  for  many  years,  but  the  time  has  come  for  these  Native 
Americans  to  interpret  their  visions  to  people  of  the  Four  Colors  on 
Earth.  Accordingly,  the  name  of  our  seminar  is  The  Rainbow  Bridge. 

These  Native  Americans  all  wish  to  share  their  spiritual  wisdom  by 
showing  you  how  they  have  understood  their  world  and  lived  their  lives. 
They  rely  on  personal  accounts,  tales  passed  down  from  generations. 

Live  their  lives,  through  their  words. 

It's  about  all  the  things  they  know... and  the  things  most  people 

should  know.  Learn  how  to  witness  the  beautiful  things  the 

Creator  gave  us,  and  how  to  enjoy  the  Natural  High  inherent  in  Nature. 

The  Focus  of  the  Seminar 

Ancient  Wisdom Healing  Herbs  and  Rituals 

Living  in  Harmony  with  Nature Dreams  and  Visions 

Sources  of  Power Wisdom  of  Animals 

Learning  From  Mother  Earth 
The  Native  American  Prophecies 
Agenda 

Day  1.  Day  2.  8 AM  Build  a Sweat  Lodge  9 AM  Lectures  10  Lectures  11 
Breakout  Sessions  12  Breakout  Sessions  12  Lunch 

1 Lunch  1 Lectures 

2 Lectures  3 Seminar  ends 

4 Seminar  ends  3-5  Sweat  Lodge 
5-7  Sweat  Lodge  Ceremony  6 Pipe  ceremony 
8 Pipe  Ceremony  8 Concert 
After  the  Seminar 

We  invite  the  attendees  to  participate  in  two  Sacred  Ceremonies.  Before 
and  during  the  ceremonies,  the  rituals  will  be  explained.  There  is  no 
charge  to  attend  the  ceremonies. 

The  Pipe  Ceremony:  As  the  pipe  is  passed  around  and  smoked,  we  ask  the 
Creator  to  listen  to  our  prayers  which  are  sent  up  in  the  smoke,  to  mix  in 
with  the  Universe.  The  Sweat  Lodge  symbolizes  the  returning  to  Mother 
Earth's  womb  and  invites  SPIRIT  to  come  in.  Native  American  Concert  and 
Dance  will  feature  original  Native  American  music  and  dance  at  it's  best. 

Separate  tickets  can  be  purchased  for  the  concert. 

Countries  we  plan  to  visit:  England,  Ireland,  Holland,  Germany 
Itinerary:  Seminars  will  be  held  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
High  School  & University  visits  during  the  week 
A : 90  minute  program  will  be  provided  to  these  schools 

free  of  charge.  It  will  consist  of  lectures  about  Native  American  cultural 
and  original  music  and  dance  programs. 

Program  2.  The  Rainbow  Bridge  Seminar  -USA 

According  to  a Wall  Street  Journal  story  (August  1996),  For  some  foreign 
visitors,  the  preferred  destination  in  the  U.S.  isn't  Walt  Disney  World, 
but  an  Indian  reservation.  Many  packages  are  now  being  offered  by 
European  tour  companies. 


Most  of  the  tourists  by  far  are  Germans  fascinated  with  Indians.  Many 
people  in  Germany  grew  up  reading  the  Old  West  novels  of  Karl  May,  a 19th 
-century  author  whose  tales  of  Winnetou,  an  Apache  chief,  are  cult 
classics . 

About  60,000  Germans  today  belong  to  clubs  devoted  to  Indian  tribes  and 
culture.  A lot  of  tour  groups  shuttle  around  in  minibuses  stopping  to 
look  at  sites  like  Mt.  Rushmore  when  they  aren't  at  Indian  barbecues  or 
learning  how  to  make  jewelry  decorated  with  porcupine  quills. 

Then  there  are  those  who  shun  package  tours  and  visit  reservations  on 
their  own,  to  learn  about  Indian  culture,  to  work  on  the  reservation  and 
to  get  to  know  the  people.  But  do  they  really  meet  the  people? 

They  will  at  the  Rainbow  Bridge  Seminars  -USA. 

They'll  fly  into  Chicago  and  be  met  by  guides  who  speak  English,  German, 
Dutch,  Spanish  and  French.  They'll  be  guided  through  the  city  and  it's 
highlights,  the  Sears  Tower,  boat  cruises  on  Lake  Michigan,  Calder, 

Picasso  and  Chagal.  They'll  see  were  Enrico  Fermi  discovered  nuclear  power 
and  where  Michael  lordon  makes  his  reputation  known.  They'll  visit.  Art 
Institutes,  Aquariums,  Planetariums  and  a Native  American  Museum. 

After  two  days  of  seeing  the  local  sights,  they'll  be  bused  to  a campsite, 
and  provided  with  tents  (Hotel  rooms  also  available  upon  request) . After 
camp  is  set-up,  they'll  sit  around  the  sacred  fire  and  share  a pipe  with 
real  Lakotas,  not  shady  medicine  men  promising  to  summon  spirits  that  will 
help  them. 

For  the  next  five  days,  the  teachings  will  be  non-stop,  except  for  a 
quick  game  of  La  Crosse  maybe.  They'll  learn  about  Mother  Earth,  her  herbs, 
medicine,  and  healing  powers.  They'll  hear  the  Native  American  Prophecies, 
and  about  the  unknown  wisdom  of  the  animals.  They'll  discover  the  meaning 
of  the  Sundance  and  Ghost  dance.  They'll  hear  original  Native  American 
music,  and  more  than  likely,  dance  to  it  as  well.  They'll  experience  the 
sacred  ceremonies,  including  the  pipe  ceremony  and  sweat  lodge.  They'll  go 
to  a Pow  Wow  and  have  an  opportunity  to  make  or  purchase  Indian 
handicrafts . 

After  this  memorable  week,  side  trips  will  be  offered  for  an  additional 
cost.  A journey  downstate  Illinois  and  to  The  Trail  of  Tears.  A bus  trip 
through  Wisconsin,  then  up  to  Pipestone  Minnesota,  before  reaching  the 
Black  Hills  and  Pine  Ridge  in  South  Dakota. 


Sub j : pow  wow  updates/Fall  98 
Date:  Tue,  13  Oct  1998  20:12:08  EDT 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 

FALL  EVENTS  LISTINGS,  PART  ONE 

This  is  a listing  of  pow  wows,  gatherings,  shows  & other  events  of 
Native  American  interest,  for  the  fall  of  1998.  These  lists  came 
from  pow  wow  fliers,  tourism  brochures,  phone  calls  & e-mail 
messages  sent  by  friends.  Please  feel  free  to  reproduce  these  lists 
in  any  manner,  as  they  are  printed  with  the  public's  interest  at 
heart.  If  you  have  events  to  add  to  these  lists,  send  them  to 
Wanige@aol . com . 


ALABAMA 


Oct.  15-17:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & 
Park,  Huntsville.  Info:  (256)  536-2882. 

Oct.  16-17:  MaChis  Lower  Creek  Children's  Day  & Pow  Wow, 

New  Brockton.  Info:  (334)  894-6578. 

Oct.  24-25:  Scottsboro  Native  American  Festival,  at  Scottsboro 
lackson  Heritage  Center,  Scottsboro.  Info:  (256)  259-2122. 


FLORIDA 


Oct.  16-18:  Aiokpachi  Tashka 

Sepkoni  Veterans  Pow  Wow,  Leesburg.  Info:  (352)  326-9294. 

Oct.  22-25:  Thunderbird  Traditional  Pow  Wow,  Ft.  Walton.  Formerly 
held  at  Eglin  AFB,  this  year's  event  has  been  moved  to  the  site  of 


the  Boggy  Bayou  Mullet  Festival,  on  the  corner  of  Hwy.  85  & College 
Blvd.  Children's  day  activities  will  be  Thursday  & Friday,  9am-2pm. 
(Admission:  $2.00  per  child).  Grand  entry  will  be  Friday  at  5pm, 
Saturday  at  11am  & 7pm,  Sunday  at  11am.  Flost  Drum:  Many  Nations; 
Emcee:  Gene  Bates;  2nd  Drum:  Wapiti;  Head  Man:  Chris  Ding-Ding 
Blackburn;  Head  Lady:  Alora  Powell.  Free  admission  to  pow  wow.  Prize 
money:  TBA.  All  dancers  welcome.  Info:  Glen  Farmer  (850)  678-7714. 
Host  Motel:  Comfort  Inn  (850)  678-8077. 

Oct.  30-Nov.  1:  Bluff  Springs  Pow  Wow,  at  Bluff  Springs  Camp 
Ground,  McDavid.  Info:  (504)  367-1375  or  365-1005. 


GEORGIA 


Oct.  16-18:  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Hamilton  (1 
mile  off  Hwy.  27  on  Hwy.  116-East,  5 miles  south  of 
Callaway  Gardens).  Admission:  $6.  00  adults;  $3.00  ages  6-12;  under 
6,  free.  Sponsored  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Info: 
Forrest  Moore  (706)  628-5400  or  ossahatchee@mindspring.com. 

Oct.  17-18:  Native  American  Pow  Wow  & Buckskinner  Rendezvous,  at 
Gold  Dust  Park,  Villa  Rica.  Info:  Ella  Cotton  or  Sal  Serbin  (770) 
830-5599. 


KENTUCKY 


Oct.  16-18:  Day  of  the  Wolf  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Nelson 
County  Fairgrounds,  Bardstown.  Dance  & Drum  Day  Money.  No 
registration  fee  for  dancers.  Admission:  $6. 00-adults,  $5. 
00-seniors,  $3.00-under  12,  free-under  6.  (Two-day  pass:  $10.00) 

Tipi  & tent  camping  at  fairgrounds  - no  open  fires.  Student  Day  on 
Friday;  Grand  Entry  at  noon  on  Saturday  & Sunday.  Emcee:  Leonard 
Malatare;  Host  Drum:  Longhair;  Co-host  Drum:  White  Thunder;  Head 
Veteran:  Odell  Chilafoux;  Head  Man:  Dames  Ledford;  Head  Woman: 

Minnie  Ledford;  Arena  Director:  Robert  Tramper;  Hoop  & Eagle  Dancer: 
Daniel  Tramper;  Story  Teller:  Dorothy  Dukepoo;  Flint  Knapper:  Henry 
Driver;  Stone  Carver:  Stanley  Tooni.  Info:  (606)  544-5183  or 
545-9252,  or  redcrow@barbourville . com . 


MARYLAND 


Oct.  16-19:  Hagerstown  Dunior  College  Pow  Wow,  Hagerstown.  Info: 
(919)  257-5383. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


Oct.  16-17:  Waccamaw-Siouan  Pow  Wow,  Old  Lake  Road,  Bolton 
(Buckhead).  Info:  Brenda  Moore  (910)  655-8778. 

Oct.  23-25:  Meherrin  Pow  Wow,  Winton.  (Hwy.  11  between  Ahoskie  & 
Murfreesboro) . Info:  (252)  398-3321  or  332-6992. 

Oct.  30-Nov.  1:  Lumbee-Cheraw  Pow  Wow,  at  the  North  Carolina 
Cultural  Center,  Pembroke.  Info:  (910)  521-8602. 


TENNESSEE 


Oct.  16-18:  NAIA  Fall  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Nashville.  Formerly  held 
at  Hermitage  Landing,  this  year's  event  is  across  Percy  Priest  Lake 
at  Four  Corners  Marina  & Recreation  Area.  From  9am-until-?  each  day. 
Admission:  $5 . 00-adults;  $2. 00-ages  6-12;  5-under  admitted  free. 
Proceeds  fund  NAIA  Emergency  Assistance  & Scholarships.  Info:  (615) 
726-0806. 

Oct.  23-25:  Clarksville  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  Austin  Peay  State 
University,  Clarksville.  Intertribal  & gourd  dancing.  All  dancers 
welcome.  Head  Man:  Mike  Simms;  Head  Lady:  Taylor  Simms;  Northern 
drums:  Bull  Run  Singers,  Redhawk  Singers;  Southern  drum:  All  Nations 
Singers.  Admission:  $3 .00-adults;  $2.00,  ages  6-12;  $1. 00-seniors. 
Uniformed  scouts  admitted  free.  Info:  David  or  Ingrid  Baker  (931) 


326-5837. 

Oct.  24-25:  Choctaw  Festival,  Henning.  Info:  (901)  635-9541. 


VIRGINIA 


Oct.  17:  Tri-City  MIA  Honor  Pow  Wow,  Ft.  Lee.  Info:  Larry  White 
Eagle  (804)  478-5056. 


This  concludes  the  current  updates.  Please  remember  to  call  & 
confirm  dates  & locations. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance,  Save  Ward  Valley,  Wild  Rockies, 
David  0.  Born,  Breeze  Luetke-Stahlman,  Dai  Maharaj, 

Moonlight,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  lanet  Smith, 
Barbara  Landis,  Debra  Sanders,  John  Berry 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Oct  28  00:30:56  1998 
Date:  Tue,  20  Oct  1998  19:44:36  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.043 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind  & Nat-Film  Lists;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroup:  alt. native;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


As  a child,  I understood  how  to  give;  I have  forgotten  that  grace  since 
I became  civilized.  I lived  the  natural  life,  whereas  I now  live  the 
artificial.  Any  pretty  pebble  was  valuable  to  me  then,  every  growing 
tree  an  object  of  reverence. 

"Now  I worship  with  the  white  man  before  a painted  landscape  whose 
value  is  estimated  in  dollars!  Thus  the  Indian  is  reconstructed,  as 
the  natural  rocks  are  ground  to  a powder  and  made  into  artificial 
blocks  that  may  be  built  into  the  walls  of  modern  society." 

Charles  Alexander  Eastman  (Ohiyesa),  Santee  Sioux 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Maybe  what  is  needed  for  these  wide-eyed,  insensitive  jerks  who  think 
Hollywood  war  chants,  tomahawk  chops  and  dudes  in  fake  war  paint  bring 
honor  to  us  is  a trip  through  reality. 

I mean  no  disrespect  to  my  relatives  living  there,  and  I ask  that  my 
elders  forgive  me  for  what  I say. 

Life  on  most  reservations  is  tough,  and  demanding.  There  are  rules 
imposed  for  simple  dignities  like  starting  a business  most  of  these 

yuppie-puppies  would  not  tolerate  for  one  second.  A walk  on  the  chug 

hole  strewn  roads,  barely  yards  from  the  ubiquitous  main  road  would 
scare  the  "noble  savage"  notion  out  of  the  most  fanatic  crystal  twinkie. 

It's  all  been  said  before,  but  here  it  is  again. 

-There  is  no  honor  when  one  human  being  serves  as  the  mascot  for  another 

-If  you  really  want  to  honor  us  insist  your  government  honor  the  treatie 
it  demanded  with  our  Peoples.  (United  States,  Canada,  Mexico...  it's 
all  the  same... lies,  more  lies  and  damn  lies) 

I will  close  with  a gift  of  poetry  from  the  Treaty  Riders... 

Please  know  that  these  men  rode  a thousand  miles  on  horseback  recently, 

carrying  a staff  and  praying  each  step  of  the  way,  literally,  for  each  of 

us  and  that  Unity  might  happen. 

Dourney 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

FOr  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 


Treaty  Unity  Riders 

"They  will  return  my  friend.  They  will  return  again.  All  over  the 
Earth.  They  are  returning  again.  Ancient  Beings  of  the  Earth.  Ancient 
Songs  of  the  Earth.  I give  them  to  you.  And  through  them  you  will 
understand.  You  will  see.  They  are  returning  again... upon  the  Earth." 

Crazy  Horse 


1842-1877 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 
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- — "RE:  Message  to  the  People  From  Standing  Deer 

Date:  Mon,  19  Oct  1998  16:17:16  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Marsha  E Shaiman  <mshaiman@nsccux. seed . etc . edu> 
Sub j : A Message  to  the  People  From  Standing  Deer 

UUCP  email 


Thanks  Gary, 

Here  I go  again. 

A Message  to  the  People  From  Standing  Deer 

As  we  approach  another  Indigenous  Peoples  Day,  and  as  we  prepare 
for  the  day  so  many  of  us  accept  as  our  own  Day  of  Mourning,  that  they 
call  "Thanksgiving,"  there  are  so  many  injustices  still  being  heaped  upon 
our  Red  Nations,  but  the  greatest  outrage  that  occupies  my  mind  this  day 
is  "Where  is  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier?"  Where  is  justice  for  this 
indomitable  warrior  who  is  being  robbed  of  his  very  life  by  the  takers  of 
the  fat? 

Leonard  has  been  in  captivity  for  more  than  twenty-two  years  for  a 
crime  he  did  not  commit.  For  many  of  these  years  he  has  been  forced  to 
live  in  a cage  so  small  that  had  he  been  a dog  the  Humane  Society  would 
have  closed  the  prison  down.  During  these  years  the  keepers  of  the  Iron 
Houses  of  Greed  have  subjected  him  to  some  of  the  most  hideous  treatment 
in  an  effort  to  break  his  will  and  spirit,  yet  his  warrior  heart  remains 
strong  and  unyielding  serving  as  an  inspiration  to  us  all.  Peltier  is  an 
innocent  man!  He  has  committed  no  crime!  He  is  the  victim  of  a system  of 
injustice  which  operates  outside  the  moral  boundaries  that  just  people 
claim  to  live  by. 

Dust  think  of  all  the  things  that  have  happened  since  Leonard  was 
first  entombed  in  1976:  Dimmy  Carter  was  President;  the  war  against 


Grenada  was  still  a dream  in  Reagan's  diseased  brain;  The  Gulf  War--with 
its  sickening  body  count  on  both  sides  (theirs  outright;  ours  as  a slow, 
debilitating  death  of  tens  of  thousands  from  undiagnosable  or  unnameable 
sicknesses  that  continue  even  to  this  day)--had  not  yet  entered  the 
history  books.  And  some  of  you  who  are  today  devoting  your  time,  energy 
and  resources  to  free  Leonard  were  small  children  or  had  not  yet  been 
born . 

Brothers  and  sisters,  Leonard  is  a Prisoner  of  War  being  unjustly 
held  captive  in  his  own  land  by  the  descendants  of  the  very  sea  pirates 
who  murdered  his  great  grandmothers  and  great  grandfathers,  decimated  his 
People,  and  stole  Mother  Earth  out  from  under  their  feet. 

War  has  been  running  through  my  head,  and  I speak  of  wars  because 
there  is  war  being  waged  against  the  Indian  People  throughout  the 
americas--the  Slade  Gorton  war  to  end  our  sovereignty;  the  logging  wars  to 
poison  our  water;  the  war  to  dump  their  nuclear  contamination  on  us;  the 
war  to  continue  denying  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Iron  Houses  the 
right  to  practice  our  religion,  and  on  and  on--and  now  our  brother  Leonard 
has  been  denied  parole,  and  told  not  to  come  back  to  see  the  parole  board 
until  2008.  The  war  against  him  says  he  can't  even  get  proper  medical 
treatment  for  his  jaw  that  has  him  in  severe  pain  constantly. 

I know  this  man  is  not  a complainer.  He  will  complain  about  the 
injustices  being  done  to  his  People,  but  his  pants  leg  could  be  on  fire  and 
he  wouldn't  complain,  so  when  I heard  that  he  admitted  he  is  in  constant, 
severe  pain  it  brought  tears  to  my  eyes  because  I know  that  brother  is 
suffering.  We  have  got  to  do  something!  Call  Warden  Booker  at  Leavenworth 
and  write  him  letters;  call  and  write  Kathleen  Hawk  Sawyer,  the  director 
of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons.  We  gotta  do  more  than  we  ever  thought  we 
could . 

We  need  Leonard  outside  the  prison  walls  to  help  us  win  our  right 
to  exist  in  Clinton's  america.  Of  course  he  doesn't  have  to  do  anything 
but  kick  back  and  let  his  granbabies  swarm  over  him,  enjoy  his  family, 
relatives  and  friends,  and  do  some  of  the  things  that  injustice  has  denied 
him  and  he  so  richly  deserves,  lust  seeing  his  smiling  face  in  glorious 
freedom  will  pump  new  life  in  every  struggle  everywhere. 

To  all  of  you  who  struggle  to  free  Leonard,  I extend  the  left  hand 
of  my  left  arm  which  is  closest  to  my  heart.  My  love  and  strength  are  with 
you . 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Standing  Deer,  September  1998 

P.S.  Because  of  my  words  the  prison  officials  have  taken  away  my  name  and 
locked  me  in  the  dungeon  for  a while.  I am  now  in  a different  prison  in 
general  population  and  my  address  is: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640298,  Pack  One  Prison,  Route  3 Box  300, 

Navasota  TX  77869. 

Write  about  Leonard  to: 

Kathleen  Hawk  Sawyer,  Director,  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons,  320 
First  Street  NW,  Washington  DC  20534.  Phone:  (202)  307-3198,  fax:  (202) 
514-6878. 

Warden  Booker,  USP  Leavenworth,  PO  Box  1000,  Leavenworth  KS  66048. 

Phone:  (913)  682-8700,  fax:  (913)  682-0041. 

"RE : Life  on  Native  Reserves"  

Date:  Tue,  13  Oct  1998  00:53:05  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : This  is  news?! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Globe  & Mail,  Canada's  National  Newspaper 
Monday,  12  October,  1998 
www.theglobeandmail . com 
Link  to  us. 


FRONT  PAGE 
Story  1 


Canada's  squalid  secret:  life  on  native  reserves 

Income,  education,  life  expectancy  worse  than  in  62  countries 

Monday,  October  12,  1998 
ERIN  ANDERSSEN 
Parliamentary  Bureau 

Ottawa  --  Canada  may  top  the  United  Nations  list  for  the  highest  quality 
of  life  in  the  world,  but  a new  government  study  shows  what  the  ranking 
hides:  Native  Canadians  living  on  reserves  fall  far  down  in  the  pack, 
ranking  worse  than  countries  such  as  Mexico  and  Thailand. 

According  to  the  study  by  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  quality 
of  life  for  on-reserve  natives  --  about  380,000  people  --  is  on  a par 
with  Brazil  and  countries  considered  to  have  only  a medium  level  of 
human  development. 

For  the  more  than  270,000  registered  natives  living  off  reserves,  the 
quality  of  life  is  somewhat  better.  According  to  the  UN  ranking  system, 
their  living  conditions  are  in  line  with  Russia. 

"This  is  not  a surprise  for  us,"  said  Phil  Fontaine,  National  Chief  of 
the  Assembly  of  First  Nations.  "We  live  this  every  day.  People  have  to 
be  cautious  about  using  the  fact  that  we're  No.  1,  that  Canada  is  the 
best  place  in  the  world  to  live.  It's  tough  to  say  that  to  a family 
living  in  abject  poverty  on  a First  Nation." 

This  is  the  first  time  Indian  Affairs  has  applied  native-specific 
statistics  to  the  human-development  index  created  by  the  UN  to  compare 
the  world's  countries.  The  index  combines  three  factors:  per  capita 
income,  education  levels  and  life  expectancy. 

Canada  has  topped  the  list  for  the  past  six  years.  But  among  the  173 
countries  ranked  in  the  1994  UN  report,  the  Indian  Affairs  study  says 
off-reserve  natives  come  in  about  35th;  on-reserve  natives  rank  about 
63rd . 

Although  disheartening,  that's  still  relatively  high  on  the  world  scale, 
well  above  nations  with  lower  development.  Ethiopia  and  Somalia,  for 
example,  appear  at  161  and  165  on  the  list,  respectively. 

Broken  down  by  province,  the  native  scores  fall  fairly  close  together. 
But  the  study  gives  the  lowest  rating  to  on-reserve  registered  natives 
in  Yukon  and  the  Northwest  Territories,  where  communities  are  typically 
more  remote  and  costly  to  provide  services  for,  and  where  residents 
often  are  less  educated. 

Reserves  in  British  Columbia  have  the  highest  quality  of  life.  For 
off -reserve  natives,  Ontario  offers  the  highest  living  standard.  The 
lowest  rating  goes  to  Saskatchewan,  where  the  native  population  is 
booming  and  there  are  many  young  and  single-parent  families  earning 
small  incomes. 

Although  the  federal  government  has  increased  funding  for  aboriginal 
programs  by  billions  of  dollars  since  the  late  1980s  and  will  spend 
about  $6-billion  in  this  fiscal  year,  Ottawa  is  often  criticized  for 
achieving  few  results. 

Flowever,  the  study  did  reveal  concrete  signs  that  although  the  gap  still 
exists  between  non-native  and  native  Canadians,  life  for  aboriginal 
people  in  the  country  is  improving  slowly. 

According  to  the  1996  statistics  used  by  the  study,  native  Canadians 
are  living  longer  than  they  were  in  1981,  though  still  seven  years  less 
on  average  than  their  non-native  counterparts.  They  are  better  educated, 
though  still  far  below  the  Canadian  standard. 

And  although  the  income  gap  between  natives  and  non-natives  shrank 
between  1981  and  1991  --  the  most  recent  statistics  available  -- 
aboriginals  still  earn  less  than  half  the  average  Canadian  income. 

HOW  CANADIAN  NATIVES  RANK  ON  THE  UN'S  HUMAN  DEVELOPMENT  INDEX 


RANK 


LIFE 


PER  CAPITA 


EXPECTANCY 

INCOME 

AT  BIRTH 

(years) 

Human  Development  Index  ranking 

1992 

1991 

1.  Canada 

77.2 

19,320 

Off-reserve  natives 

72.2 

9,905 

35.  Trinidad  and  Tobago 

70.9 

8,380 

62.  United  Arab  Emirates 

70.8 

17,000 

On-reserve  natives 

67.6 

6,542 

63.  Brazil 

65.8 

5,240 

Source:  United  Nations  Human  Development  Report,  Department  of  Indian 
Affairs 

We  welcome  your  comments. 

Copyright  1998,  The  Globe  and  Mail  Company 
All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Rider  Will  Kill  Gila  River"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Oct  1998  12:43:15  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 

Sub j : Rider  Will  Kill  Gila  River-  Call  Today!!  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  - - 

Date:  Fri,  16  Oct  1998  01:25:18  -0700 

From:  Kieran  Suckling  <ksuckling@sw-center .org> 

Arizona  Senator  Kyi  and  Representative  Shadegg  have  attached 
a rider  to  the  omnibus  appropriation  bill  to  hand  over  the  publicly 
owned  facilities  of  the  Welton-Mohawk  Irrigation  District  to  a 
small  group  of  wealthy  agribusiness  interests.  Even  worse,  the  give 
away  exempts  these  Gila  River  farmers  from  requirements  to  provide 
water  for  endangered  fish  and  birds. 

CALLS  MUST  BE  MADE  FRIDAY!! 

If  this  rider  passes,  it  will  ensure  the  lower  Gila  River  stays 
chanelized  forever  AND  that  agribusiness  will  be  allowed  to  desertify 
the  Gila  River  while  endangered  species  die.  Agribusiness  has 
already  sucked  up  $500  million  dollars  of  subsidies  and  devastated 
the  lower  Gila  River,  we  can't  let  them  privatize  the  entire  river 
as  well. 

CALLS  MUST  BE  MADE  FRIDAY!! 

Please  call  the  White  House  today:  No  Welton-Mohawk  rider.  No  water 
give  away.  No  exemptions  from  wildlife  protection: 

The  Capital  Switchboard  number  is:  (202)  224-3121 

For  the  White  House  use  these  numbers: 

Erskine  Bowles,  White  House  Chief  of  Staff  (202)  456-6605 
Ron  Klain,  (Vice-President  Gore's  Chief  of  Staff): 

(202)  456-6605) 

White  House  Phone:  202-456-1414,  Fax:  202-456-2883 

You  might  want  to  make  short  supportive  calls  to: 

Katie  McGinty  at  the  Council  for  Environmental  Quality 
Phone:  202-456-6224,  Fax:  202-456-2710 

AZ  Daily  Star  Editorial,  October  15,  1998 

Drop  this  river  scam 

Congress  should  nix  the  notorious  Wellton-Mohawk  Irrigation  District's 
latest  grab  for  special  treatment  from  the  federal  government. 

The  grab,  now  pending  as  Congress  tries  to  adjourn,  is  in  an  unjustifiable 
Senate  measure  that  would  hand  to  the  district  near  Yuma  millions  of 
dollars'  worth  of  federal  water  facilities.  Worse,  the  bill  would  allow  the 


irrigators  to  opt  out  of  their  coming  responsibility  to  help  repair  the 
degraded  Lower  Colorado  River. 

Sponsored  by  Sens.  Ion  Kyi  and  John  McCain,  the  low-profile  transfer 
sounds  plausible.  It  appears  like  a smart  move  to  privatize 
expensive-to-operate  agricultural  assets  and  promote  self-sufficiency. 

Enough  devils  lurk  in  the  deal,  however,  to  reveal  it  as  another  scam  in  a 
series  involving  Wellton-Mohawk. 

First,  the  bill  relieves  Wellton-Mohawk  of  any  responsibility  for  paying 
for  the  $256  million  Yuma  Desalting  Plant,  built  exclusively  to  mitigate  the 
astronomical  salt  build-up  in  the  farmers'  poorly  drained  soil. 

Otherwise,  and  far  worse,  the  bill  conveys  a sprawling  network  of 
taxpayer-built  canals,  dikes  and  fields  to  a handful  of  farmers  while  giving 
them  the  power  to  evade  the  burdens  of  future  environmental  initiatives  in 
the  area. 

Now,  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt  holds  ultimate  authority 
over  the  district.  As  the  overseer  of  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation,  which 
owns  the  Wellton-Mohawk  inf rastructure,  the  secretary  retains  critical 
power  to  compel  Wellton-Mohawk  to  give  up  some  of  the  water  for  the 
good  of  the  endangered  species  and  resources  of  the  river. 

But  under  the  senators'  legislation,  all  the  profligacy  and  ecological  insult 
of  Wellton-Mohawk' s current  operations  would  be  locked  in.  Language 
in  the  bill  "maintains  in  place''  all  of  Wellton-Mohawk' s present  water 
contracts  and  allotments  of  Colorado  River  water.  Similarly,  the  text 
stipulates  that  those  contracts  can  be  altered  only  "by  mutual  consent''  of 
the  government  and  the  district. 

That  means  Wellton-Mohawk  would  gain  a veto  over  any  request  for  it 
to  cede  water.  And  that  means  a huge  consumer  of  Lower  Colorado 
could  opt  out  of  any  role  in  helping  to  restore  water  to  the  river's  dried 
out  delta,  diminished  flows  and  wasted  streamside  ecosystems. 

This  is  outrageous. 

For  more  than  40  years,  the  subsidized  farmers  of  Wellton-Mohawk 
have  garnered  maybe  $500  million  in  cut-rate  water,  free  pumping 
stations  and  taxpayer-funded  levies  that  damage  the  Gila  and  the 
Colorado  rivers  both.  Now  they  want  to  opt  out  of  any  responsibility  for 
fixing  what  they  have  helped  ruin.  No  way  should  that  happen.  No  way 
should  this  deal  go  through. 


Kieran  Suckling  ksuckling@sw-center .org 

Executive  Director  520.623.5252  phone 

Southwest  Center  for  Biological  Diversity  520.623.9797  fax 

http://www.sw-center.org  pob  710,  tucson,  az  85702-710 

"RE : Chiapas  A1  Dia  125"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Oct  1998  19:12:56  -0700 
From:  NCDM  <moonlight@igc.org> 

Sub j : ENGLISH  VERSION  OF  "CHIAPAS  AL  DIA"  BULLETIN  No.  125 
UUCP  email 

ENGLISH  VERSION  OF  "CHIAPAS  AL  DIA"  BULLETIN  No.  125 
CIEPAC 

CHIAPAS,  MEXICO 
(August  29,  1998) 

DIRECT  FOREIGN,  NATIONAL  AND  STATE  INVESTMENT 
IN  CHIAPAS:  ANOTHER  MYTH 

The  aim  and  the  promise  of  Governor  Roberto  Albores  of  Chiapas  is  to 
create  300,000  jobs  during  the  three  years  remaining  of  his  interim  term. 

If  we  calculate  an  average  of  100  jobs  for  each  program  of  direct  foreign 
or  national  investment,  3000  programs  would  be  necessary  in  order  to 
reach  these  goals,  and  there  have  been  only  15  new  programs  operating 
since  the  beginning  of  the  conflict.  At  10  investment  projects  per  year, 
300  years  would  be  necessary  to  reach  the  aim.  On  the  other  hand,  many 
of  the  few  jobs  which  are  being  created,  or  which  are  planned,  are  aimed 


at  the  impoverished  urban  worker  and  the  migrant  population  on  the  border 
with  Guatemala,  not  for  the  indigenous  population,  forgotten  by  these 
investment  schemes.  In  the  case  of  the  workers,  a leader  from  the 
Workers ' 

Confederation  of  Mexico  (CTM)  stated  that  this  month  more  than  40,000 
workers  in  Chiapas  are  surviving  in  situations  of  extreme  poverty, 
without  access  to  the  benefits  of  housing,  social  security  and  decent 
wages,  due  to  the  lack  of  investments  and  the  failure  to  re-activate 
productivity  in  the  state  over  the  last  4 years.  He  also  said  the 
Chiapaneco  worker  is  the  most  exploited  in  the  country,  with  a less  than 
minimum  salary,  fluctuating  around  20  pesos  per  day  ($2  USD),  putting  it 
at  "subhuman  subsistence."  This  cheap  labor  is  one  of  the  primary  reasons 
for  possible  interest  in  foreign  investment  in  Chiapas,  but  the 
industrial  sector  is  poor  and  the  technology  scarce;  the  workers  are  few 
impoverished  and  not  qualified.  However,  the  export  maquiladora  industry 
is  attempting  to  create  10,000  jobs  in  Chiapas  over  the  next  two  years  (3 
3%  of  Albores'  dream). 

Official  information  is  contradictory.  While  the  State  Employment 
Service  (SEE)  in  Chiapas  states  there  are  37,000  unemployed  in  the  state; 
there  are  about  15,000  displaced;  the  governor  offers  263,000  more  jobs, 
at  the  same  time  saying  there  are  500,000  Chiapanecos  who  do  not  receive 
one  cent  per  year.  Regardless,  taking  the  SEE  figures,  the  jobs  created 
up  to  this  point  by  the  investments,  added  to  those  projected  for  the 
next  two  years,  will  not  reach  even  half  of  the  data  provided.  On  the 
other  hand.  Governor  Albores  Guillen,  for  the  purpose  of  "improving  the 
economy,"  announces  that  funds  have  been  allocated  for  the  training  of 
980  persons,  in  23  courses  for  the  unemployed  through  the  Training  Grants 
for  the  Unemployed  programs. 

Let  us  look  at  some  examples  of  the  investments:  Japanese  businesses, 
such  as  the  Mater,  invest  in  peanut  production  and  in  the  production  of 
shrimp  and  tuna,  as  do  Norwegian  businesses.  In  an  alliance  with  Mexican 
capital,  the  Axa  Yashaki  company  will  install,  for  the  production  of 
automobile  parts  in  Tuxtla,  the  first  binational  maquiladora  plant  for 
the  production  of  automobile  seatbelts,  with  an  investment  of  US$1.2 
million,  and  which  will  offer  150  direct  jobs  (contributing  0.05%  of 
Albores'  goal).  The  government  of  the  state  is  subsidizing  the  company 
through  a training  course  for  its  future  workers.  With  the  visit  of 
Prince  Akishino  in  1997,  investments  were  announced  for  Puerto  Madero 
which,  with  decentralization,  will  promote  the  recovery  of  import-export; 
in  the  same  way,  investments  were  announced  for  rice,  maquiladoras  and 
auto  parts  in  the  Soconusco  zone  (along  the  Guatemala  border),  where 
Japanese  families  and  businesses  are  found.  For  this  reason.  President 
Zedillo  has  visited  the  municipality  of  Acapetahua.  The  greatest  part  of 
the  Japanese  immigrants  are  concentrated  in  this  region,  where  they 
inaugurated  a monument  to  the  arrival  of  the  Japanese  in  Chiapas  in  1892. 
Zedillo  has  been  committed  to  supporting  and  promoting  the  production  of 
African  palm,  camedor  palm,  sesame,  macadamia,  among  others,  as 
agricultural  export  products  from  Chiapas,  supplanting  crops  such  as  corn 
and  beans.  He  has  also  promoted  the  installation  of  oil  extracting 
factories,  such  as  those  which  are  being  developed  in  the  municipalities 
of  Jiquipilas,  Villa  Comaltitlan  and  Acapetahua.  During  the  next  few 
months,  the  President  will  be  visiting  Japan  and  Malaysia.  An  agreement 
was  signed  between  the  country's  agricultural  authorities  and  the  Mission 
of  the  Japanese  Agriculture,  Forestry  and  Fisheries  Ministry,  for  the 
development  of  a master  Plan  for  the  Complete  Development  of  the 
Agricultural  Sector  in  the  Soconusco  Region,  for  the  purpose  of 
identifying  potential  for  development,  investment  opportunities  and  the 
creation  of  programs  to  integrate  development  of  the  agricultural , 
livestock  and  fishing  sectors,  among  others.  The  short-term  goals  for 
five  years  are  for  the  development  of  a program  for  the  transformation  of 
technology,  aimed  at  facilitating  the  participation  of  Mexicans  in  the 
systematization,  analysis  and  interpretation  of  information,  as  well  as 
for  the  formulation  of  a development  plan,  and  the  review  of  information 
on  forest  and  fisheries  resources.  This  plan  will  be  very  necessary  in 
order  to  counteract  the  effects  of  single-crop  plantings  in  Chiapas. 


Some  businesspersons  in  Guatemala  are  interested  in  investing  in 
pharmaceutical  laboratories  in  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  with  an 
investment  of  $4  million.  Other  Guatemalan  investors  from  the  banana  and 
palm  culture  company,  Agrocaribe,  S.A.,  wish  to  invest  in  African  palm, 
for  which  they  will  require  5000  hectares  (has.)  from  independent 
producers  (not  campesino  organizations).  Their  representative,  Arreola 
Buchet,  stated  that  that  the  area  along  the  southern  Guatemalan  coast  has 
the  best  African  palm  yields  in  the  world.  Malaysian  businesses  are  also 
investing  in  African  palm  and  camedor  palm,  maranon  (Indian  nut), 
macadamia,  sesame  and  sunflower  in  the  Coastal  zone.  In  addition,  the 
Commercial  Consul  of  the  Israeli  Embassy  in  Mexico  met  with  Chiapas 
businesspersons  this  March  and  visited  papaya  and  jalapeno  chili 
plantations  The  consul  expressed  great  interest  in  investment  in 
agriculture,  agro-industry  and  tourism  primarily,  and  in  the  possibility 
of  Israeli  agro-technology  commercial  businesses  investing  in  Chiapas. 

In  February,  the  Swiss  company,  Barry  Callebaut  France,  S.A.,  announced 
the  possibility  of  investing  in  the  Soconusco  zone.  They  said  they  would 
require  15,000  tons  of  cacao  for  their  installation,  when,  according  to 
Governor  Roberto  Albores,  Chiapas  produces  31,000  tons,  and  in  three 
years  would  guarantee  another  10,000,  and  400,000  tons  in  the  long  term 
(12%  of  world  production).  They  are  thought  to  be  the  largest  company 
manufacturing  industrial  chocolate  in  the  world. 

United  States  companies,  such  as  Warren  To  Texas  and  Bremer  Food,  are 
interested  in  the  production  of  beef  for  export.  McDonald's  opened  its 
121st  restaurant  in  the  country  in  Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  the  state  capital, 
in  1997,  valued  at  $45,000.  Despite  the  fact  that  Chiapas  is  an  important 
producer  of  beef,  as  well  as  of  vegetables,  McDonald's  will  be  importing 
their  beef  from  the  north  of  the  country  (Monterrey,  Nuevo  Leon), 
vegetables  from  the  state  of  Puebla  and  potatoes  from  Canada,  according 
to  press  reports.  Soft  drinks  will  come  from  Coca  Cola  and  coffee  from 
Chiapas.  In  addition,  they  will  create  72  direct  jobs  (for  middle-class 
young  people).  Subsequently,  the  company  has  considered  locating  in  San 
Cristobal  de  las  Casas.  This  is  not  the  only  case  of  companies  not 
seeking  local  markets. 

Mexican  businesses  are  also  investing  in  Chiapas.  The  PULSAR  group 
invests  primarily  in  eucalyptus  and  rubber  in  the  Northern  Zone,  in  the 
municipalities  of  Playas  de  Catazaja,  Salto  de  Agua  and  Valle  de  Tulija; 
gandhua  bamboo  in  Reforma  and  Marques  de  Comillasj  chilies  and  papaya  in 
Suchiapa;  tomatoes,  tobacco  and  chilies  in  La  Trinitaria  and  La 
Independenciaj  fish  farms,  rubber,  papaya,  peanut  fodder,  bananas, 
mangoes,  citrus,  etc.,  in  Soconusco.  The  PULSAR  group  states  that  it 
employs  13,000  persons  in  Chiapas,  and  it  has  2500  family  members  in  the 
municipality  of  La  Trinitaria  in  agricultural  co-investment  in  vegetables, 
tobacco  and  bamboo.  It  also  has  three  of  the  most  advanced  experimental 
camps  in  the  world.  This  is  one  of  the  companies  which  has  benefited  the 
most  from  the  constitutional  modifications  in  agrarian  matters,  enabling 
them  to  enter  into  agreements  with  the  ejidos. 

The  FIERDEZ  company  acquired  the  Fishing  Plant  in  Chiapas  in  Puerto 
Madero,  municipality  of  Tapachula,  on  the  border  with  Guatemala  - with  an 
investment  of  US$15  million,  creating  300  jobs  (contributing  0.1%  of  what 
Albores  promised).  During  May  of  this  year  Zedillo  visited  the  area  and 
subsequently  inaugurated  the  industrial  plant.  This  business  also 
invests  in  the  production  of  chilies  and  tomatoes. 

The  former  governor  of  Chiapas,  Patrocinio  Gonzalez  Garrido,  has 
presumably  been  granted  large  credits  for  the  production  of  eucalyptus  on 
a large  scale,  for  the  production  and  commercialization  of  wood  in  the 
Northern  Zone  of  the  state.  This  kind  of  production  is  highly 
problematical,  since  it  quickly  and  easily  erodes  the  soil  and  impedes 
the  planting  of  other  crops.  In  the  other  extreme  of  Chiapas,  the 
Industrial  Fisheries  Complex  of  Mayab,  in  the  state  of  Yucatan,  confirmed 
to  the  Chiapas  government  their  commit  to  invest,  in  the  future,  US$15  in 
a company  for  comprehensive  fisheries  development  in  Puerto  Madero, 
including  a dry  dock,  ice  factory,  diesel  tank,  processing  plant  for  fish 
products  and  commercialization  of  international  markets.  Puerto  Madero, 
abandoned,  is  trying  to  become  an  industrial  corridor. 


The  national  producers  Union  of  Rubber  expressed  their  willingness  to 
work  with  the  government  and  to  make  inroads  in  Chiapas.  Likewise,  20  of 
the  most  important  businessmen  in  Mexico  announced  they  would  invest  10 
million  dollars  in  the  agricultural  sector,  primarily  in  irrigation 
systems.  Other  investments  in  the  state  are:  a cement  plant  in  the 
municipality  of  San  Fernando;  a paper  factory  in  Tuxtla;  a recycling 
plant  in  Tapachula;  Mexican  Kenworth,  which  plans  to  erect  an  assembly 
factory  in  the  Soconusco  region  in  order  to  enter  the  Central  American 
market;  the  Afra  Group  has  begun  the  construction  of  a Sam's  Club  store 
in  Tuxtla,  investing  11.4  million  dollars  and  generating  300  direct  jobs 
(0.1%  of  Albores'  promise);  a clothing  maquiladora  which  will  create  100 
jobs  (0.03%),  and  which  President  Zedillo  himself  opened  in  April. 

The  businesspersons  of  the  Management  Council  of  the  Mexican  Republic 
(COPARMEX)  created  a Consulting  Council  for  the  development  of 
municipalities  in  the  Chiapaneco  southeast.  Later,  the  Regional  Center 
for  Business  Competitiveness  (CRECE)  had  helped  54  Chiapaneco  businesses 
with  consulting,  production,  human  resources,  finances  and  marketing.  In 
April,  more  than  1560  unpaid  debts  were  credited,  with  interest  penalties 
being  written  off  in  amounts  up  tol00%.  However,  this  did  not  stop  830 
businesses  from  closing,  as  was  reported  for  the  month  of  Dune. 

The  PRODUCE  FOUNDATION,  since  its  creation  in  1996,  has  had  a budget  in 
the  state  of  approximately  8 million  pesos,  distributed  among  64 
investment  and  technology  transfer  projects  in  the  agriculture  sector,  in 
such  areas  as  genetically  altered  maize  seed,  made  more  resistant  to  acid 
soils;  the  establishment  of  regulations  for  combating  the  more  common 
diseases  in  plantations  such  as  banana;  livestock  sanitation;  work 
benefiting  the  coffee,  cacao,  soy,  beans,  vegetable  and  floriculture 
industries;  investigation  programs  into  the  production  potential  in  the 
Coastal  Zone.  Thus,  Chiapas  is  an  interesting  experimental  camp  for 
businesses  for  scientific  research  into  genetically  improved  seeds  and 
for  bio-diversity  investigations. 

The  CHIAPAS  FUND  is  made  up  of  Mexican  companies:  Escorpion  Group  and 
Pepsi,  Modelo  Group,  Mexican  Development  Group,  Minsa  Group,  Maseca  group 
and  12  other  Chiapaneco  businesses,  along  with  the  financial  groups 
Serfin,  Bital  and  Bancrecer.  Many  have  done  little.  The  Minsa,  Maseca 
and  Bital  Bank  have  increased  their  credits,  and  they  have  taken  on  new 
members  with  5 million  dollars,  which  has  increased  this  business 
organization's  capital  to  10  million  dollars.  Minsa  and  Maseca  invest 
heavily  in  their  production  plants  in  the  municipalities  of  Arriaga  and 
Ocozocoautla . The  Empresa  Promotora  Maranon  S.A.  of  C.V.'s  new  plant 
(Indian  nut)  has  an  annual  capacity  of  1500  tons,  which  would  allow  it  to 
buy  the  entire  state's  production.  It  is  currently  calculated  that  there 
arel68  export  businesses  in  the  state. 

The  CHIAPAS  FUND  received  a direct  foreign  investment  of  5 million 
dollars  from  the  International  Financial  Corporation  for  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean,  which  is  added  to  the  fund's  7.8  million  dollars.  In 
30  months  of  operation,  the  Investment  Fund,  initially  capitalized  with 
the  equivalent  of  2.3  million  pesos,  has  made  only  4 investments  in 
private  businesses:  1)  a commercial  agricultural  export  company;  2) 
Rubber  Plantations  of  Palenque,  S.A.  de  C.V.,  which  will  allow  imports  to 
be  reduced  by  100  million  dollars  in  the  country;  3)  a plant  producing 
Indian  nuts  (developed  by  Maranon);  4)  the  first  shrimp  farm  in  the 
state  (laboratory  for  post-larval  shrimp).  These  programs  could  generate 
1446  direct  jobs  and  3357  indirect  jobs  (1.6%  of  Albores'  expectations). 
In  Dune  the  CHIAPAS  FUND  laid  the  first  stone  for  the  Processing  plant 
for  African  palm  oil  in  Villa  Comaltitlan,  region  of  Soconusco,  which 
will  have  an  investment  of  36  million  pesos  with  an  annual  capacity  of  16 
tons.  They  hope  to  bring  this  to  50,000  in  two  years,  benefiting  500 
ejido  members. = 

PROPALMA  will  be  functioning  in  Dune  of  1999  when  the  product  is  ready 
to  be  processed,  and  this  will  lower  the  import  of  vegetable  oil  to  12% 
to  14%  in  the  country,  with  an  actual  worth  in  the  market  of  60  million 
pesos,  since  it  currently  reaches  1200  million  dollars  per  year.  With 
this  plant,  and  other  projects,  employment  could  reach  8000  in  the  next 
two  years  (2.6%  of  the  government  objective),  and  they  hope  to  promote  4 


businesses  pen  year  beginning  in  1998.  At  this  pace,  approximately  60 
years  would  be  necessary,  with  an  average  of  500  jobs  annually,  to  reach 
Albores'  goal. 

The  Secretary  for  Economic  Development  in  the  State  of  Chiapas  confirmed 
the  "possible"  investment  of  245  million  dollars  in  Chiapas  over  the  next 
few  years  in  6 programs,  which  would  employ  5000  persons  (1.6%  of 
Albores'  plan).  In  two  years  they  hope  to  finalize  8 more  projects, 
bringing  the  total  to  15,  which  would  generate  1500  jobs  (0.5%  of  the 
governor's  expectation). 

Onesimo  Hidago  Dominguez 
and 

Gustavo  Castro  Soto 
CIEPAC 

The  representative  of  the  Council  for  African  Palm  Oil  Producers  of 
Malaysia,  Franz  Groeger,  stated  that,  in  Latin  American,  Columbia  stands 
out  in  the  production  of  African  Palm.  Malaysia  cultivates  2.5  million 
hectares,  producing  8.3  million  tons  of  oil  (more  than  50%  of  world 
production),  and  contributes  35%  of  commercial  oil.  In  addition,  it 
creates  300,000  jobs  in  its  country  (the  totality  of  Albores'  goal),  and 
it  contributes  8%  of  the  GNP.  In  Chiapas,  Malaysia  will  invest  in 
increasing  the  production  of  African  Palm.  The  state  government,  in  1997, 
promised  to  establish  4000  hectares  for  its  production.  Similarly, 
Guatemalan  businesses  are  planning  to  invest  in  the  palm  in  the  Soconusco 
region . 

Why  so  much  interest  in  the  production  of  African  Palm  in  Chiapas? 
African  Palm  is  cholesterol-free,  contains  high  levels  of  vitamins,  and 
it  is  immune  to  pests,  facilitating  its  single-crop  plantings.  It  is  one 
of  the  richest  resources,  and  its  planting  covers  more  hectares  in  the 
state  than  any  other  product.  It  produces  high  returns,  employs  little 
labor,  does  not  require  many  chemical  products  and  is  a low-risk  venture 
for  the  businessman.  The  campesino  gives  his  land  and  his  labor,  but  he 
is  not  master  of  the  production  process,  only  of  the  extraction  of  the 
fruit.  It  takes  a advantage  of  the  cheap  labor  offered  by  migration  in 
the  border  area.  As  for  the  day  laborers  from  the  Guatemala  border,  those 
who  are  lucky  are  paid  32  pesos  per  day  (3.20  dollars),  without  food,  and 
they  even  contract  with  children.  There  have  been  instances  in  which  the 
Guatemalan  authorities  have  had  to  intervene  in  order  to  ask  that  their 
laborers  be  paid. 

According  to  the  CAUSAI-CEDIS  organization  of  Ecuador,  African  Palm 
produces  oil  for  cooking,  margarine,  soap,  detergent  and  glycerin,  which 
is  also  used  for  military  rocket  fuel.  However,  its  cultivation  requires 
that  forests  be  completely  razed,  and  it  needs  an  extensive  highway 
network.  In  addition,  the  toxic  wastes  from  the  refining  of  the  oil 
heavily  contaminate  the  rivers.  In  Africa,  after  they  were  no  longer 
productive,  many  areas  cultivated  with  African  palm  became  deserts. 
Curiously,  in  Ecuador,  the  production  of  African  palm  is  closely  tied  to 
the  military. 

Mexico  imports  800,000  tons  of  oils  and  fats  annually,  and  up  to  now 
they  have  only  been  produced  in  Chiapas.  Mexico  is  the  second  greatest 
buyer  of  African  Palm  on  the  continent  after  the  US.  It  is  calculated 
that  there  is  the  potential  in  Chiapas  for  producing  an  estimated  940,000 
hectares  of  African  Palm  between  the  North,  Selva  and  Coastal  Zones.  One 
hectare  produces  20  tons  of  fruit  and  5 tons  of  the  oil,  at  a cost  of 
4500  pesos  per  ton,  and,  currently,  1800  tons  are  being  produced  (15%  of 
the  national  consumption).  The  government  is  attempting,  for  the  end  of 
the  century,  to  have  35,000  seeded  hectares  for  the  4 oil  extraction 
plants  located  in  Villa  Comaltitlan  and  in  the  municipality  of  Acapetahua, 
although  currently  there  are  only  2478  hectares  planted.  According  to 
official  sources,  over  a 49  year  period,  only  2748  hectares  have  been 
planted  with  African  palm.  In  1997  they  had  hoped  to  establish  4000,  and 
the  government  channeled  16.3  million  pesos  for  the  purpose  of  achieving 
some  21,000  hectares  by  the  year  2000.  Later,  Governor  Roberto  Albores 
announced  an  investment  of  2 million  dollars  and  a goal  of  around  25,000 
hectares  for  the  year  2000,  which  could  create  15,000  jobs  (5%  of  his 


goal).  In  the  Soconusco  region  alone  it  is  possible  to  cultivate  50,000 
hectares . 

The  government  is  playing  its  own  role.  Through  the  Department  of 
Economic  Development  and  the  Technological  Institute  for  Superior  Studies 
in  Monterrey  (ITESM),  it  has  been  reported  that  since  last  year  there  has 
been  a development  plan  designed  for  the  nine  economic  regions  of  Chiapas. 

In  addition,  other  activities  are  promoted:  an  advisory  group  on 
airports  is  currently  investigating  the  airport  situation;  tariffs  are 
exempted  and  obstacles  and  taxes  for  foreign  investment  are  removed,  new 
conditions  and  regulations  are  placed  on  foreign  human  rights  observers; 
the  CACAOS  FINOS  DE  CHIAPAS  company,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasury  department,  is  put  up  for  sale  to  foreign  or  national  businesses 
for  $800,000;  the  Political  Constitution  of  Chiapas  is  revised,  with 
votes  from  only  the  official  party,  allowing  the  Executive  to  award 
concessions  to  individuals  for  the  delivery  of  public  services  in  any 
dependency  or  entity  of  the  state  public  administration  that  they  so 
deem;  the  State  Congress  similarly  approves  a law  for  the  construction 
of  a state  business  with  majority  participation,  so  that  one  sector  might 
manage  para-state  businesses  as  a private  enterprise,  and,  days  later,  it 
is  awarded  the  ability  to  operate,  administer  and  manage  airports,  air 
fields  and  landing  strips  in  Chiapas;  later  the  federation  puts  out  4 
airport  packages  and  35  terminals  out  for  bid,  without  veto,  among  them 
the  airport  in  Tapachula,  Chiapas.  For  their  part.  Treasury  authorities 
favor  the  agricultural  sector  through  a simplified  method  of  payroll  tax, 
and,  in  the  case  of  the  ranchers,  they  implement  a simplified  form  for 
the  entire  contribution.  Bars,  businesses  and  hotels  also  receive 
benefits,  with  other  terms. 

In  order  to  provide  legal  security  and  to  encourage  investment,  the 
Mexican  government  established,  as  a consequence  of  the  Free  Trade  Treaty, 
the  Program  for  Certification  and  Ejidal  Rights  (PROCEDE),  as  the  next 
step  after  the  modification  of  Article  27  of  the  Constitution  regarding 
land.  With  this  program  the  government  delivers  ownership  titles  to  the 
ejido  members,  so  that  they  can  now  sell  or  lease  their  land,  previously 
prohibited  by  law.  In  Chiapas  this  has  reached  only  25%  of  all  the 
ejidal  and  communal  lands  (more  than  400,000  hectares),  but  it  is 
expected  to  be  completed  by  the  year  2000.  Of  the  7.5  million  hectares 
in  Chiapas,  40%  is  ejidal,  13%  communal,  33%  private,  and  the  rest  is 
water  and  ecologically  protected  zones.  75%  of  the  land  in  Chiapas 
remains  to  be  "regularized"  (potentially  able  to  be  leased  or  sold), 
which  would  guarantee  the  investors'  confidence.  This  is  another  reason 
for  the  delay  in  the  arrival  of  investment. 

However,  the  Business  Coordinating  Council  (CEE)  believes  that  the 
economic  resources  delivered  by  the  government  through  the  PROCAMPO 
program  (money  given  to  every  campesino  for  each  hectare  committed  to  the 
planting  of  maize)  promotes  fires  since,  in  order  to  increase 
cultivatable  land,  the  owners  de-forest  more  hectares  and  thus  obtain 
more  aid  from  the  government.  These  businesspersons  also  believe  that 
PROCAMPO  encourages  the  leveling  and  burning  of  lands  so  that  they  can  be 
parceled  (the  division  of  land  by  which  each  campesino  can  rent  or  sell) 
and  individually  titled,  since  the  titling  and  division  of  forest  lands 
is  not  allowed,  and  they  must  be  incorporated  into  communal  properties  of 
either  ejidos  or  communities. 

In  the  field  of  Tourism,  the  government  promotes  ecotourism  projects 
such  as  the  Nachig  corridor  in  the  municipality  of  Zinacantan,  the  Rancho 
Nuevo  caves  in  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  the  Tziscao  Lakes  Ecotourism 
Center,  investment  in  the  Sumidero  Canyon,  the  ecotourist  centers  Escudo 
Jaguar  and  Las  Guacamayas  in  Ocosingo,  Agua  Clara  in  Salto  de  Agua, 

Laguna  Verde  in  Coapilla,  Santo  Domingo  and  Laguna  de  Colon  in  La 
Trinitaria.  Three  hundred  million  pesos  will  be  allocated  to  the  Mayan 
World  Route  which  goes  through  the  states  of  Quintana  Roo,  Yucatan  and 
Chiapas  (converted  into  a drug  trafficking  route,  according  to  the  head 
of  the  10th  Military  Region,  General  Gaston  Menchaca  Arias),  and  which  is 
expected  to  generate  approximately  50%  of  the  country's  currency,  since 
it  created  7.593  billion  dollars  for  all  of  Mexico  on  1997,  according  to 
official  figures.  For  1998,  160  projects  are  planned  for  the  Route,  and 


an  investment  of  6 million  dollars  for  Chiapas.  The  Tourism  Sector  in 
the  country  will  invest  8000  million  dollars  for  the  1998  - 2000  time 
period.  Nonetheless,  the  relationship  between  the  government,  businesses 
and  campesinos  for  the  ecotourism  projects  is  not  completely  to  the 
liking  of  the  indigenous,  who  accuse  one  company  of  wanting  to  lease  the 
campesino  tourist  complexes  of  Misolha,  Agua  Azul,  Agua  Clara,  Frontera 
Corozal  and  Reforma  Agraria,  for  40  years,  obtaining  complete  control  for 
just  14,000  pesos  per  month  for  the  campesinos. 

Businessmen's  complaints  are  well  attended  to  by  the  government.  They 
have  made  three  fundamental  demands:  1)  certainty  in  the  safeguarding 
of  public  security,  and  the  government  allocates  more  funds  to  police 
bodies,  as  we  have  already  noted  in  other  Bulletins;  2)  legal  security 
for  ownership  in  order  to  be  able  to  invest,  leading  to  the  PROCEDE,  and; 
3)  highways,  which  the  government  heavily  funds,  for  the  construction  of 
the  stretches  from  Tuxtla-Mexico,  Fronteriza  Sur  (integration  of  the 
Northern  Zone  and  Tabasco,  424  kilometers);  Tuxtla-San  Cristobal  de  las 
Casas  (45  kms.),  Soconusco-Costa-Arriaga-Ocozocoautla  (93  kms.); 
Tapachula-Ciudad  Hidalgo  (36  kms.),  Angel  Albino  Corzo-Siltepec  (49  kms.). 
In  January  of  this  year,  former  governor  Julio  Cesar  Ruiz  Ferro  said 
federal  investment  in  Chiapas  over  the  last  3 years  in  communication  and 
transportation  had  translated  into  3400  kilometers  of  highways  and  roads, 
311  new  bridges  and  2 new  airports.  The  network  of  highways  will  be  one 
of  the  indispensable  means  for  attracting  investment  and  tourism. 

The  government  favors  those  campesino  projects  which  can  already  bring 
important  capital  into  the  state.  Such  is  the  case  with  the  Indigenous 
of  the  Sierra  Madre  of  Motozintla  (ISMAM),  who  won  the  First 
International  Trophy  for  the  best  image  in  1998,  given  by  the  Business 
Leaders  Club  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  ISMAM  Coffee  is  the  first  Mexican 
export  business  of  packaged  organic  coffee  to  export  to  Argentina,  which 
will  create  352  million  dollars  for  Chiapas.  In  1997,  the  BANRURAL  bank 
allocated  $951,000  for  the  acquisition  of  a roasting  plant  of  Brazilian 
manufacture,  with  a capacity  of  113,000  quintals  [@100  lb.]  of  organic 
coffee  for  export  annually.  This  organization  states  that  it  has  more 
than  1500  producers  in  19  municipalities  in  the  Soconusco,  Sierra  and 
Coastal  regions  in  the  state  of  Chiapas,  producing  approximately  45,000 
tons  of  organic  coffee  per  season.  They  exported  a little  more  than  26, 
000  tons  of  that  coffee  during  1996,  creating  around  5 million  dollars 
per  harvest.  In  April,  President  Zedillo  opened  a coffee  maquiladora  in 
the  municipality  of  San  Fernando,  owned  by  campesinos  exporting  to  New 
Zealand,  Japan  and  the  United  States.  In  the  Sierra  de  Motozintla,  on 
the  Guatemala  border,  BANRURAL  helps  an  indigenous  society,  Knan  Choc, 
which  exports  organic  potatoes. 

Through  the  State  Mining  Council,  the  government  is  working  on  a 
monograph  on  basic  geological-mineral  information,  in  order  to  see  what 
there  is  in  the  ground  and  to  tie  the  government  to  the  private  sector. 
Mineral  exploitation  is  currently  almost  non-existent  in  Chiapas,  but 
important  mineral  districts  have  been  detected  in  the  municipalities  of 
Solosuchiapa  and  Chicomuselo,  close  to  the  border  with  Guatemala,  where 
there  is  gold,=  silver,  copper,  lead  and  zinc:  4 mineral  zones  in  the 
municipalities  of  Ostuacan,  Tenejapa,  Arriaga;  and  in  the  Soconusco 
region,  where  aluminum,  quartz,  silicone,  iron  and  a belt  of  copper  of 
more  than  100  kms.,  have  been  located,  according  to  the  Secretary  of 
Economic  Development.  However,  aluminum  and  uranium  deposits  have  been 
explored  since  1983  by  the  Mineral  Resources  Council  of  the  federal 
government  in  Tenejapa,  as  have  others  located  in  an  area  of  San  Juan 
Chamula  and  Ostuacan.  It  is  worth  remembering  the  declaration  by 
Comandante  Julian,  of  the  EZLN,  concerning  the  zone  of  Taniperla,  to  the 
effect  that  the  militarization  was  motivated  by  the  protection  of  the 
uranium  in  this  Canyon.  But  it  is  not  just  the  sub-soil  natural 
resources,  but  also  those  of  the  water;  at  the  beginning  of  this  stretch 
of  land  lies  the  Osumacinta  River,  joining  the  Railroad  which  passes 
through  Palenque  and  Tenosique  in  the  state  of  Tabasco,  and  which  also 
joins  the  southeastern  project  known  as  the  Tri-National  project  of  the 
Osumacinta  and  the  Mayan  World  Route,  with  heavy  direct  foreign 
investment  interests. 


Large  United  States,  Canadian,  European  and  Asian  businesses  see  the 
great  potential  of  the  rivers  and  waters  such  as  the  Osumacinta, 
Tzaconeja,  Tulija,  Chancala,  Agua  Azul,  Izantun,  the  Grijalva  and  the  Rio 
la  Venta,  among  others,  through  which  they  can  move  their  products  to  the 
north,  the  south  and  from  one  side  to  the  other  of  both  oceans,  in  the 
logic  of  the  free  trade  treaties  and  the  inter-ocean  project.  In  addition 
there  are  the  great  oil  reserves  in  Ocosingo,  part  of  Chilon  and  in  other 
municipalities  in  the  Northern  Zone,  where  there  are  also  large  natural 
gas  reserves,  as  in  the  municipality  of  Simojovel.  There  are  also  the 
cloud  forests  which  Pronatura  has  been  exploring  and  trying  to  protect  in 
the  zone  of  Tila,  Tapalapa,  Tenejapa,  Simojovel,  Chilon,  Ocosingo,  Pueblo 
Nuevo,  Solistahuacan  and  Chalchihuitan , among  other  corridors  of  bio- 
diversity and  genetic  explorations;  forests  which  enter  into  the  large 
interests  of  future  projects,  such  as  the  construction  of  hydro-electric 
dams  in  the  canyons  - which  will  alter  ecosystems  -,  the  seeding  of  large 
plantations,  communication  waterways  and  subsoil  resources.  In  the 
experimental  camp,  Rosario  Izapa,  of  the  National  Institute  for  Forestry, 
Agricultural  and  Livestock  Investigations  (INIFAP),  for  biotechnology 
investigation  and  development,  the  government  is  carrying  out  genetic 
research  for  the  improved  development  of  the  previously  mentioned  crops: 
coffee,  African  palm,  rubber,  bananas,  cacao,  mangoes,  rambutan  and  maize 
The  rich  deposits  of  gold,  silver  and  uranium  can  also  be  exploited  by 
private  initiative,  not  just  in  Chiapas,  but  also  in  the  states  of 
Guerrero  and  Oaxaca.  But  globalization  has  one  great  enemy:  the  Indian 
nations,  the  "firebreak"  nations  and  the  struggle  for  their  autonomy.  If 
globalization's  inevitable  dynamic  understands  that  it  is  necessary  to 
create  inclusive  relationships  for  the  exploitation  of  natural  resources, 
a different  horizon  might  be  in  store  for  the  current  conflicts  and  for 
the  Indian  peoples. 

Onesimo  Hidalgo  Dominguez  and  Gustavo  Castro  Soto  Center  for  Economic 
and  Political  Investigations  of  Community  Action,  A.C  CIEPAC 
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Notes:  The  sources  for  the  figures  are  from  the  local  and  national 
press 

(*)  In  order  to  covert  pesos  to  dollars,  the  actual  exchange  rate  is 
close  to  10  pesos  to  $1USD. 

Note:  If  you  wish  to  be  placed  on  a list  to  receive  this  English 
version  of  the  Bulletin,  or  the  Spanish,  or  both,  please  direct  a 
request  to  the  e-mail  address  shown  below. 

Note:  If  you  use  this  information,  cite  the  source  and  our  email 
address 

We  are  grateful  to  the  persons  and  institutions  who  have  given  us  their 
comments  on  these  Bulletins.  CIEPAC,  A.C.  is  a non-government  and 
non-profit  organization,  and  your  support  is  necessary  for  us  to  be  able 
to  continue  offering  you  this  news  and  analysis  service.  If  you  would 
like  to  contribute,  in  any  amount,  we  would  infinitely  appreciate  your 
remittance  to  the  bank  account  in  the  name  of: 

CIEPAC,  A.C. 

Bank:  BANCOMER 

Bank  Account  Number:  1003458-8 

Branch:  437  (San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  Chiapas,  Mexico) 

Thanks ! 

This  bulletin  is  available  as  "Rich  Text,"  formatted  in  Word  97,  for 
Windows  95.  If  you  wish  to  receive  it,  send  us  a note  to  the  email 
address  below.  If  you  wish  to  be  placed  on  the  list  to  receive  the 
English  version,  or  versions  in  both  English  and  Spanish,  please  direct 
a request  to  the  email  address  below. 
ciepac@laneta .apc.org 
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European  Director:  Darrin  Wood 

Coordinator:  Mexico-USA-Europe:  Susana  Saravia  (Anibarro) 

Correspondent  and  Advisor:  Guillermo  Michel  (Mexico) 
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Maria  Elena  Hope  (Mexico) 
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"RE : Help  for  Elders"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Oct  1998  15:46:53  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : PAPAPOSSUM  Bucketline 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

From:  PAPAPOSSUM@aol.com 

Date:  Fri,  16  Oct  1998  15:15:01  EDT 

Dear  Friends: 

I made  the  trip  to  the  big  mountain  area  this  last  weekend  to  deliver 
what  little  goods  I had  for  the  Navajo  or  Dene'  elders  which  ever  name  you 
choose  is  correct.  We  had  only  half  a pickup  load  which  included  a 
washer  for  one  needy  elder.  There  is  much  need  of  help  to  the  elders  they 
need  building  supplies  desperately  like  sheet  rock  and  insulation  one  home 
I visited  has  nearly  the  whole  ceiling  missing  from  her  home  because  last 
winter  she  developed  a leak  in  her  roof  and  was  not  able  to  get  it  fixed 
till  this  summer,  with  the  meager  donations  Bucket  line  is  getting  it  is 
useless  to  go  again  unless  you  the  people  step  up  to  the  plate  and  send 
donations  it  does  not  matter  how  small  or  how  large:  just  send  help  in 
volume.  Dust  think  if  every  one  who  reads  this  article  sends  $10  $25  we 
can  help  it  would  give  us  enough  to  make  a difference. 

As  I stood  in  the  dark  night  with  a winter  chill  on  the  air  of  29 
degrees  with  my  interpreter  she  waved  her  arm  toward  the  horizion  saying 
"see  all  those  lights  out  there  at  every  light  you  see  there  is  one  or 
more  elder  who  needs  help"  it  was  heart  breaking  to  know  so  many  need  help 
and  none  is  forth  coming.  I cannot  help  those  who  need  it  with  out  the 
tools  necessary  which  is  Blankets,  food,  clothing,  and  over  the  counter 

medications  and  money.  I have  spent  all  the  savings  I had  which  was  over 

$1000  this  summer  trying  to  get  help,  but  everyone  had  rather  help  some 
cat  or  dog  than  help  a human!!!!!  I am  sorry  if  I hurt  any  ones  feelings 
but  I think  the  treasure  we  will  loose  if  just  one  elder  freezes  to  death 

this  winter  from  lack  of  help  is  ne  to  many  to  loose. 

Yes  the  BIA  was  and  is  still  confiscating  live  stock  in  the  area  of 
the  accommodation  agreement  as  I drove  thru  Tuba  City,  Arizona  the 
holding  pens  were  full  of  cattle  wither  these  cows  were  confiscated  live 
stock  I had  no  way  of  knowing  but  nevertheless  the  pens  were  full  to 
capacity. 

If  I do  not  get  help  soon  there  will  be  no  reason  to  continue  to  try  as 
I cannot  feed  and  help  theses  people  alone.  I hear  many  say  online  if  I 
can  leave  the  rez  and  make  it  why  cant  the  elders  these  people  are  all 
over  70  yrs  of  age  how  will  they  find  the  money  and  necessary  living 
expenses  anywhere  else  the  have  lived  on  this  land  for  decades  it  would 
destroy  them  to  have  to  move,  they  need  help  NOW 
Love  and  Friendship 
DIM 

our  web  site  is  a s follows 

<A  HREF="http: //members . aol . com/papapo s sum/Bucket Line. html"> 

BUCKET-LINE  TO  THE  ELDERS</A><<  for  aol  users  only 

http://members.aol.com/papapossum/BucketLine.html<<  for  all  other  net  users 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 


message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Alert  to  Anthropologists" 

Date:  Fri,  16  Oct  1998  15:27:32  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : SDN  Alert  to  Anthropologists 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Please  forward  the  following  to  any  anthropologist  friends  that  you 
might  have 


Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  Alert  to  Anthropologists 

BLACK  MESA,  AZ : On  behalf  of  the  Council  of  elders,  our  Board  of 
Directors,  and  the  Representatives  of  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (SDN),  we  are 
seeking  your  support  to  stop  the  desecration  of  ancient  Anasazi  and  Dineh 
sacred  shrines,  sacred  springs,  ceremonial  sites,  and  stop  the  continued 
removal  and  reburial  of  Anasazi  and  Dineh  burial  remains. 

We,  the  Dineh  people,  known  as  Navajo,  believe  we  must  remain  on  Black 
Mesa,  where  the  Holy  people  have  brought  us  in  order  to  practice  our 
religion  which  is  land-based  and  site-specific.  We  believe  that  Relocation 
violates  our  religion  and  that  living  under  the  threat  of  relocation 
interrupts  our  ability  to  practice  our  religion.  Our  ceremonies  and 
religious  practices  tie  us  as  a people  to  our  land.  At  birth  our  umbilical 
cords  are  buried  on  the  land  to  symbolize  our  tie  to  that  land.  We  view 
Black  Mesa  as  our  altar  containing  numerous  offering  and  sacred  sites  that 
have  profound  significance  in  our  religion.  That  is  why  we  say  that  Black 
Mesa  is  a sacred  area. 

Our  plight  has  been  made  the  chief  focus  of  an  investigation  by  the 
Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance  of  the  UN  Commission  for  Human 
Rights.  This  is  the  first  time  that  the  US  is  being  investigated  for 
violations  of  the  right  to  freedom  of  religion  or  belief  which  are  human 
rights . 

A colleague  of  yours,  Thayer  Scudder,  Professor  of  Anthropology  of  the 
California  Institute  of  Technology  is  acknowledged  as  the  world's  leading 
expert  on  relocation  effects.  He  submitted  a testimony  to  Mr.  Abdelfattah 
Amor,  Special  Rapporteur  on  Religious  Intolerance  when  he  visited  Black 
Mesa  on  February  3,  1998.  In  his  testimony  he  states,  "I  believe  that  the 
forced  relocation  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  people  that  followed  from  the  passage 
in  1974  of  Public  Law  93-531  is  a major  violation  of  the  people's  human 
rights,  including  more  specifically  a violation  of  their  religious  rights. 
Indeed,  this  forced  relocation  of  over  12,000  Native  Americans  is  one  of 
the  worst  cases  of  involuntary  community  resettlement  that  I have  studied 
throughout  the  world  over  the  past  40  years." 

We  who  continue  to  resist  will  not  relocate  because  we  continue  to  witness 
our  relatives  that  relocate  cry  everyday  for  their  homeland.  "Broken 
Rainbow,"  an  Academy  Award-winning  video  states  that  "25%  of  the  first 
wave  of  relocatees,  those  believed  to  be  most  able  to  adapt,  were  dead 
within  the  first  6 years."  The  only  time  we  see  our  relatives  that 
relocate  is  when  we  attend  their  funerals. 

Pauline  Whitesinger,  an  elder  matriarch  says,  "There  is  no  word  in  Dineh 
for  Relocation,  to  relocate  is  to  disappear  and  never  be  seen  again. 
Relocation  is  a metaphor  of  a graveyard  and  a death  sentence." 

Robert  Blackgoat,  an  elder  matriarch  says,  "If  they  come  and  drag  us  away 
from  the  land,  it  will  destroy  our  way  of  life.  That  is  genocide.  If  they 
leave  me  here,  but  take  away  my  community,  it  is  still  genocide.  If  they 
wait  until  I die  and  then  mine  the  land,  the  land  will  still  be  destroyed. 

If  there  is  no  land  and  no  community,  I have  nothing  to  leave  my 
grandchildren.  If  I accept  this,  there  will  be  no  Dineh,  there  will  be  no 


land.  That  is  why  I will  never  accept  it  ...I  can  never  accept  it.  I will 
die  fighting  this  law." 

One  of  the  major  justifications  used  in  removing  over  12,000  of  our  people 
is  that  we  are  not  the  Indigenous  people  of  the  land  but  recent  arrivals 
who  took  the  land  away  from  the  Hopi.  We  wonder  how  the  US  government  can 
intervene  and  say  our  land  is  not  ours  when  we  can  trace 

our  families  back  over  20  generations,  to  before  the  white  man  came  to  this 
continent.  But  this  was  the  view  widely  circulated  by  those  who  were 
building  political  support  for  passage  of  the  Relocation  Act.  The 
motivation,  an  estimated  21-40  billion  tons  of  coal. 

As  you  may  be  aware,  the  Hopi  Reservation  has  been  the  subject  of 
extensive  research,  both  ethnological  and  archaeological.  Various 
institutions  have  been  involved  in  this  research,  including  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Field  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  Chicago, 
the  Museum  of  Northern  Arizona,  the  National  Geographic  Society,  and 
the  Harvard  Peabody  Museum.  Cultural  resource  inventories  have  been 
conducted  in  the  region  but  few  projects  have  been  inventoried  for 
cultural  resources  within  Black  Mesa,  Forest  Lake,  Cactus  Valley,  Red 
Willow  Springs,  currently  threatened  by  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company's 
mining  activities. 

We,  the  traditional  Dineh  people  are  also  endangered.  Protests  by  our 
elders  living  in  the  region  to  protect  known  cemeteries  only  result  in 
harassment  and  threats  of  imprisonment  and  eminent  domain  by  the  tribes  as 
agents  of  the  coal  mine.  No  one  tells  us,  the  directly  affected  people 
living  in  and  around  the  mining  permit  area  about  the  mining  operations. 

And  we  are  given  no  voice  in  negotiations  that  take  place  behind  closed 
doors  so  that  coal  mining  activities  can  proceed  without  interruption. 

Our  sacred  land  has  been  desecrated  as  a result  of  US  governmental  policy, 
allowing  Peabody  Coal  Company  and  commercial  cattle  grazing  to  destroy  it. 
Dudith  Nies,  author  of  "A  Native  American  Chronology"  states,  "Over  4,000 
Anasazi  cliff  houses,  sacred  shrines  and  burials  in  the  region  have  been 
destroyed."  The  desecration  continues  to  this  day. 

This  past  Dune,  with  the  consent  of  the  US  government,  during  a United 
Nations  investigation  of  religious  intolerance,  a Kiva  containing  28 
Anasazi  burials  was  destroyed  and  is  now  under  tons  of  dirt.  This  would 
probably  have  been  one  of  the  most  significant  finds  in  American  history. 

This  past  summer,  a sweat  lodge  and  cemetery  was  bulldozed.  Human  remains 
that  were  not  raked  up  still  lay  scattered.  We  don't  even  know  what  happens 
to  the  remains  they  remove.  This  bulldozed  area  is  currently  100  yards  from 
an  occupied  dwelling  but  Peabody  Coal  Company  says  the  area  is  uninhabited. 

Next  to  the  bulldozed  area,  is  a site  where  we  make  offerings,  have  held 
many  ceremonies,  including  fire  dances.  It  hurts  our  heart  and  we  cry 
wondering  what  to  do.  When  we  pass  on  to  the  spirit  world  we  can't  even  be 
buried  on  our  land.  We  are  powerless  to  protect  even  the  burial  sites  of 
our  ancestors  and  babies  that  have  passed  on.  This  is  what  we  are  trying  to 
protect  in  order  to  preserve  our  traditional  ways.  But  the  US  government 
doesn't  see  the  sacredness  of  the  area  even  though  ancient  Anasazi  pottery 
shards  are  visible  everywhere. 

These  actions  are  being  conducted  and  condoned  in  flagrant  violation  of 
Dineh  religion.  In  Dineh  religion  it  is  forbidden  to  even  touch  human 
remains  and  there  is  no  prayer  for  reburial.  After  removal  of  the  remains, 
many  of  the  Anasazi  burial  sites  are  not  even  covered  up,  they  are  just 
marked  by  an  archeology  stake. 

In  Duly,  an  area  on  Hopi  Partition  Land  was  cleared  in  advance  of  mining 
activities.  The  old  trees  are  energy  for  our  people  and  we  make  offerings 
there.  If  these  areas  are  all  clear  cut  they  are  taking  away  our  right  to 
our  energy  and  our  religious  resources.  This  cleared  region  is  currently 
100  yards  from  sacred  springs  that  were  planted  there  by  medicine  people, 
containing  a year-round  water  resource. 

These  activities  are  in  violation  of  the  Native  American  Grave  Protection 
and  Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA),  the  American  Grave  Protection  Act,  the 
American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  (AIRFA),  the  Navajo  Grave  Protection 
Act,  the  Surface  Mining  Coal  Reclamation  Act  (SMCRA) , numerous  federal  laws, 
international  laws  and  commitments  made  by  the  US  to  the  UN  over  many  years. 

The  entry  of  the  UN  into  this  situation,  together  with  the  support  of  the 


European  Parliament,  the  international  community  and  religious  and  human 
rights  organizations  pressing  for  the  US  to  be  cited  for  human  rights 
violations  has  given  us  hope  that  finally,  one  day  soon  we  will  be  free. 

Our  cemeteries  and  sacred  sites  must  be  preserved  and  respected  as  they 
enrich  the  cultural  heritage  of  all  people.  It  is  our  hope  that  you  will 
help  us  demonstrate  that  what  is  most  sacred  must  be  protected. 

For  further  information  please  check  out  our  web  pages: 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/pagea~l. htm  and 
http: //www. westworld . com/~sol/ index. ht ml 
Thank  you 


To:  Abdelfattah  Amor,  Special  Rapporteur  of  the  United  Nations  Commission 
on  Human  Rights 

From:  Thayer  Scudder,  Professor  of  Anthropology,  California  Institute  of 
Technology 

Date:  January  30,  1998 
Dear  Mr.  Amor: 

I had  hoped  to  be  able  to  present  this  testimony  to  you  in  person  but 
en-route  from  Hong  Kong  last  week  I caught  the  flu  which  has  kept  me  from 
traveling  to  Black  Mesa  this  weekend.  I deeply  regret  that  because  i 
believe  that  the  forced  relocation  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  people  that  followed 
from  the  passage  in  1974  of  Public  Law  93-531  is  a major  violation  of  the 
people's  human  rights,  including  more  specifically  a violation  of  their 
religious  rights.  Indeed,  this  forced  relocation  of  over  12,000  Native 
Americans  is  one  of  the  worst  cases  of  involuntary  community  resettlement 
that  I have  studied  throughout  the  world  over  the  past  40  years.  While  you 
are  at  Black  Mesa  you  will  be  given  up-to-date  information  on  the  current 
situation.  My  testimony  is  intended  to  provide  background  that  I hope  you 
will  find  useful. 

Mr.  Amor,  please  excuse  me  for  describing  my  background  in  the  paragraphs 
that  follow.  They  are  intended  to  inform  you  that  my  conclusion  about  the 
serious  human  and  religious  rights  violations  in  the  Navajo-Hopi  case  is 
based  on  a unique  world-wide  familiarity  with  involuntary  community 
resettlement.  As  a social  scientist,  my  research  specialty  since  1956  has 
been  involuntary  community  relocation,  with  special  emphasis  on 
resettlement  in  connection  with  large-scale  dam  construction.  As  a result 
of  that  research,  I have  frequently  worked  as  a resettlement  consultant  in 
Africa,  Asia  and  the  Middle  East  for  a number  of  UN  agencies  including 
UNDP,  FAO,  and  WHO  as  well  as  for  the  World  Bank  family.  Currently  I am  a 
World  Bank  Consultant  for  one  of  the  first  Bank  projects  to  attempt  the 
rehabilitation  of  communities  previously  relocated  in  connection  with  the 
dam  construction  (in  this  case  in  Zambia),  as  well  as  a member  of  the  Panel 
of  International  Environment  and  Resettlement  Experts  on  World  Bank-financed 
projects  in  China,  Lao  Peoples  Democratic  Republic  and  Lesotho. 

Acknowledged  as  the  Dean  of  community  resettlement  studies,  over  the  years 
I have  developed  a theory  on  how  a majority  of  rural  people  with  strong 
ties  to  the  land  can  be  expected  to  respond  to  forced  relocation.  The 
research  on  which  that  theory  is  based  led  to  the  World  Bank's  original 
1980  Operational  Manual  Statement  2.33  on  "Social  Issues  Associated  with 
Involuntary  Resettlement  n Bank-Financed  Projects."  Briefly  the  theory 
explains  why  such  resettlement,  for  a majority  of  those  involved,  can  be 
expected  initially  to  lead  to  higher  mortality  and  morbidity  rates  and 
psychological  stress  among  individuals  as  well  as  to  cultural 
disorganization.  In  1974  I was  asked  by  the  Navajo  Nation  to  inform  the 
United  States  Congress  through  testimony  before  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Interior  and  Insular  Affairs  of  my  opinion  that  the  still-to-be-passed 
Public  Law  93-531  could  be  expected  to  have  equally  serious  impacts  on  a 
majority  of  those  involved. 


Toward  the  end  of  my  1974  testimony  I noted  "that  the  compulsory  relocation 


of  entire  communities  is  an  incredibly  complex  process  which  no  government 
has  handled  satisfactory  and  that  such  government's  tend  to  underestimate 
not  just  the  complexities  involved  but  also  the  number  of  people  involved, 
and  "the  capital  costs  by  a factor  of  two  or  three  when  we  take  into 
consideration  the  extreme  human  costs  involved,  it  is  clear  why  forced 
relocation  should  be  required  by  informed  policy  makers  only  as  a last 
resort.  In  the  Navajo  case,  it  is  not  too  late  to  pursue  a more  humane 
alternative."  I quote  from  the  1974  testimony  in  some  detail  to  show  that 
prior  to  passage  of  Public  Law  93-531  the  US  Congress  chose  to  ignore 
warnings  from  such  informed  scientists  as  myself.  Actually  even  I 
underestimated  the  serious  impacts  that  subsequent  resettlement  would  have. 

Not  only  have  the  number  of  people  moved  increased  from  an  original 
estimate  of  under  3,000  to  over  12,000  with  the  financial  cost  estimates 
rising  from  approximately  $50  million  to  well  over  $300  million,  but  the 
psychological  stress  has  been  unbearable  for  countless  people  (especially 
women).  In  addition  the  predictable  resettler-host  population  tensions 
have  adversely  affected  Navajo-Nava jo,  Navajo-Hopi,  and  Navajo-State  of 
Arizona  and  State  of  New  Mexico  relationships. 

This  tragedy  arises  through  a history  of  errors  compounded  by  the 
insensitivity  of  the  United  States  Judicial  System  and  the  United  States 
Congress  to  the  issues  involved.  Since  you  will  be  familiarized  with  them, 
let  me  highlight  just  a few.  Two  are  the  1962  and  1966  court  decisions  to 
freeze  all  development  in  the  Joint  Use  Area  and  the  Bennett  Freeze  Area, 
respectively,  until  the  land  dispute  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  was 
solved.  Those  were  incredibly  insensitive  decisions  which  not  only  stopped 
provision  of  basic  social  services,  but  also  construction  of  new  housing 
and  expansion  and  improvement  of  old  housing  in  areas  that  are  among  the 
most  poverty-stricken  not  just  in  the  United  States  but  within  the  Navajo 
Reservation  itself.  So,  for  example,  as  children  married  they  were  either 
forced  to  move  out  of  those  areas  or  move  into  already  overcrowded  housing. 

Another  aspect  of  this  tragedy  was  the  extent  to  which  outsiders  made  the 
land  dispute  into  a strictly  Navajo-Hopi  dispute  when  its  origin  was  due 
far  more  to  confused  Federal  Government  involvement  over  an  extended  time 
period.  The  situation  was  made  worst  by  the  senior  Democrat  in  the  area 
(Udall)  and  Republican  (Goldwater)  advocating  the  Hopi  Tribal  Government 
position  for  personal  reasons  that  had  very  little  to  do  with  the  basic 
issues  involved.  But  because  of  their  similar  views,  the  U.S.  Congress 
gave  those  issues  far  less  attention  than  they  deserved. 

Mr.  Amor,  please  bear  in  mind  that  this  forced  relocation  of  over  12,000 
people  whose  ties  to  their  customary  use  areas  (that  is,  their  land)  have 
very  strong  religious,  political,  economic  and  psychological  ties  may  well 
be  the  largely  forced  removal  of  rural  Americans  since  that  of  Japanese 
Americans  during  the  Second  World  War.  Not  only  has  it  adversely  affected 
the  human  rights  and  living  standards  of  the  majority  of  people  involved, 
but  it  has  been  largely  implemented  in  a fashion  that  does  not  even  meet 
the  minimum  guidelines  that  the  World  Bank  and  the  OECD  countries  require 
for  projects  that  they  assist  in  other  countries!  First,  World  Bank  and 
OECD  Guidelines  require  that  compulsory  resettlement  be  minimized  to  the 
extent  possible.  Second,  those  guidelines  require  that  resettlement 
projects  must  be  development  projects.  Yet  aside  from  the  minority  of 
Navajo  resettlers  moved  to  the  New  Lands  over  $300  million  has  been  spent 
to  date  to  make  a majority  of  Navajo  resettlers  worse  off  along  with  an 
unknown  number  of  Navajo  hosts  who  must  now  share  a smaller  land  base  with 
a larger  population. 

Mr.  Amor,  such  a situation  would  never  have  arisen  in  the  United  States  if 
the  people  involved  had  been  Anglo-Americans.  That  alone,  illustrates  the 
extent  to  which  the  human  rights  of  one  of  the  poorest  minority  groups  in 
the  United  States  have  been  violated. 

Frankly,  the  situation  as  it  has  developed  over  the  years  appalls  me  for  it 
is  one  of  the  worst  resettlement  efforts  that  I have  observed  during  a 


research  career  of  over  40  years.  Certainly  no  further  forced  removal 
should  be  required  which  I sincerely  hope  will  be  the  position  that  results 
from  your  investigation. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Thayer  Scudder 
Professor  of  Anthropology 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Sag'O  Night  Owl! 

The  third  case  [El  Paso  Natural  Gas  v.  Neztsosie]  is  being  considered 
by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  this  term  and  is  relevant  to  Indian  Law. 

We  have  blanket  authority  from  Willamette  Law  Online  to  reprint  their 
articles  and  notes  in  Wotanging  Ikche.  I think  I forwarded  that  note 
from  the  editor  in  chief  earlier  this  year  - hope  you  still  have  it. 
Kanyotathae 


United  States  Supreme  Court  News  10/13/98 

Willamette  Law  Online  - Willamette  University  College  of  Law 


The  United  States  Supreme  Court  granted  certiorari  in  the  three  cases 
summarized  below. 

The  Court  denied  certiorari  in  one  case,  summarized  below,  in  which 
three  Justices  wrote  an  opinion. 


CERTIORARI  GRANTED 


UNUM  Insurance  Co.  of  America  v.  Ward 
No.  97-1868 

Court  below:  135  F.3d  1276  (9th  Cir  02/03/98) 

At  issue  in  this  employee  benefits  case  is:  (1)  whether  a state 
notice-prejudice  rule  need  not  meet  the  McCarran-Ferguson  Act  criteria 
for  "business  of  insurance"  to  be  saved  from  preemption  under  Section 
502  of  the  Employee  Retirement  Income  Security  Act  (ERISA),  29  USC  s 
1132  (1994);  (2)  whether  state  law  survives  ERISA  preemption  even 
thought  it  conflicts  with  the  ERISA  plan  administration  and  civil 
enforcement  scheme;  and  (3)  whether  ERISA  preempts  state  law 
incorporating  agency  principles  when  it  conflicts  with  ERISA's 
regulation  of  claims  and  filing  and  also  with  remedies  provided  in  its 
exclusive  civil  enforcement  scheme.  Ward  brought  an  action  against  his 
employer's  insurance  carrier  seeking  benefits  under  ERISA.  The  court 


below  held  that  there  was  an  issue  of  fact  regarding  whether  the  carrier 
suffered  actual  prejudice  from  untimely  notice  of  claim  and  that  ERISA 
does  not  operate  to 

preempt  the  California  principle  that  an  employer  who  administered  the 
group  insurance  policy  acted  as  an  agent  of  the  insurer. 


Neder  v.  Unites  States 
No.  97-1985 

Court  below:  136  F.3d  1459  (11th  Cir  03/19/98) 

At  issue  in  this  criminal  law  case  is  whether  a trial  court's  failure  to 
instruct  the  jury  on  the  materiality  element  of  the  crime  was  harmless 
error  and  whether  the  materiality  is  an  element  of  the  crimes  of  mail 
fraud  under  18  USC  s 1341,  wire  fraud  under  18  USC  s 1343,  and  bank 
fraud  under  18  USC  s 1344  (1994).  Neder  was  convicted  of  various 
offenses  including  false  statement,  fraud,  conspiracy,  and  racketeering 
resulting  from  the  defendant's  criminal  land  acquisition  and  development 
activities.  The  court  below  held  that  materiality  was  not  an  element  of 
the  crimes  and  the  trial  court  did  not  commit  a harmless  error. 


El  Paso  Natural  Gas  v.  Neztsosie 
No.  98-6 

Court  below:  136  F.3d  610  (9th  Cir  02/11/98) 

At  issue  in  this  Indian  law  case  is  whether  non-Indian  parties  must 
exhaust  all  trial  remedies  before  a federal  court  may  consider 
preempting  the  tribal  law  causes  of  action  by  federal  law.  Members  of 
the 

Navajo  Nation  filed  two  suits  in  Navajo  Tribal  Court  alleging  that 
uranium  mining  operations  conducted  on  the  Navajo  Indian  Reservation 
caused  deaths  and  injuries.  Uranium  mining  corporations  filed  separate 
actions  in  federal  court  seeking  to  enjoin  the  Navajo  Tribal  Court  from 
asserting  jurisdiction  over  personal  injury  and  wrongful  death  claims 
filed  by  members  of  the  Navajo  Nation.  The  court  below  held  that  the 
Price  Anderson  Act,  42  USC  s 2011  et  seq.  (1994),  does  not  prevent  a 
tribal  court  from  asserting  its  original  jurisdiction  over  a tort  action 
arising  from  a nuclear  incident  on  an  Indian  reservation  and 
comity  requires  non-Indian  parties  to  exhaust  tribal  remedies  before  a 
federal  court  may  address  tribal  court  jurisdiction. 


CERTIORARI  DENIED 


Equality  Foundation  of  Greater  Cincinnati,  Inc.  v.  City  of  Cincinnati 
No.  97-1795 

Court  below:  128  F.3d  289  (6th  Cir  1997) 

At  issue  in  this  equal  protection  case  is  whether  the  City  of 
Cincinnati's  charter  amendment  was  rationally  related  to  the  city's 
valid  interest  in  conserving  public  costs  that  accrued  from  investigating 
and  adjudicating  sexual  orientation  discrimination  complaints.  The 
Cincinnati  Charter  Amendment  effectively  removed  gays,  lesbians,  and 
bisexuals  from  the  protection  of  the  city's  antidiscrimination 
ordinances  and  precluded  them  from  being  restored  to  a protected 
status.  The  court  below  held  that  the  City  of  Cincinnati's  charter  was 
rationally  related  to  a valid  state  interest  because  it  "merely  removed 
municipally  enacted  special  protection  from  gays  and  lesbians."  The 
Supreme  Court  denied  certiorari.  An  opinion  published  by  the  three 
Justices,  Stevens,  Souter,  and  Ginsburg,  noted  that  the  Supreme  Court 
does  not  normally  make  an  independent  examination  of  state  law  questions 
that  have  been  resolved  by  a court  of  appeals  and  the  denial  of  certiorari 
reflects  neither  the  Court's  views  about  the  underlying  issues  or  of  a 
certain  construction  of  the  charter. 


United  States  Supreme  Court  News 

Willamette  Law  Online  - Willamette  University  College  of  Law 
Editors:  Mandy  Hexom 
William  Long 

Student  Editorial  Board:  Tom  Bahrman,  Patrick  Gordon,  Mike  Kouris,  loel 
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"RE : Okanagas  Oppose  Treaty  Process"  

Date:  Sat,  17  Oct  1998  14:48:34  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Okanagans  oppose  treaty  process 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
LAYING  CLAIM  TO  THE  OKANAGAN  - SOME  BC  NATIVES  FEEL  THE  NISGA'A  WERE  SOLD  A 
BILL  OF  GOODS 

The  Globe  and  Mail,  October  9,  1998  by  Dohn  Gray 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

IN  PENTICTON,  B.C.  --  On  the  panelled  walls  of  the  conference  room  of  the 
Penticton  Indian  band,  alongside  photographs  depicting  native  folklore, 
culture  and  history,  there  are  two  posters  of  masked  and  armed  warriors. 

The  posters  bear  no  explanation  or  exhortation.  They  are  just  there, 
reminders  of  a few  years  ago  when  the  angry  warriors  of  the  Penticton  band 
blockaded  local  highways,  and  their  chief  talked  of  political 
assassination . 

In  British  Columbia  this  summer,  the  big  news  was  the  treaty  signed  by 
the  Nisga'a  people  and  the  federal  and  provincial  governments. 

Unlike  in  most  of  the  rest  of  Canada,  only  one  Indian  treaty  affects  B.C. 
Ottawa  extended  an  Alberta  treaty  into  the  remote  northeast  corner  of  B.C. 
99  years  ago.  The  optimists  believe  that  the  Nisga'a  agreement  is  a signal 
that  there  will  soon  be  a resolution  to  the  Indian  Land  Question. 

Chief  Stewart  Phillip  is  a cold  reminder  that  not  everyone  agrees. 

Two  years  ago,  he  warned  the  B.C.  Legislature  that  some  people  were 
talking  of  "political  assassination  or  armed  conflict  to  protect  the 
national  integrity  of  the  Okanagan  nation." 

His  language  these  days  is  more  restrained  --  perhaps  because  B.C.  has 
approved  a casino  on  band  territory  and  he  needs  $27-million  in  backing 
for  the  casino,  resort  and  golf-course. 

But  Mr.  Phillip  remains  a defiant  outsider. 

The  Penticton  band  reserve  is  a jagged  swath  of  mountain  and  pine  and 
desert,  the  largest  reserve  in  B.C.  but  only  a fraction  of  what  the 
Okanagan  peoples  regard  as  their  traditional  land. 

His  goal  is  title  to  the  traditional  lands  of  the  seven  communities  of 
the  Okanagan  nation. 

loan  Phillip,  his  wife,  ideological  soul-mate  and  a band  councillor, 
spread  a map  on  the  conference  table  and  traced  a vast  arc  from  the  U.S. 
border  near  Chilliwack,  north  toward  Kamloops,  and  down  toward  Castelgar. 
Those,  they  say,  are  the  Okanagan  lands. 

They  want  no  part  of  the  tripartite  negotiations  that  produced  the 
Nisga'a  agreement  --  a process  he  described  as  "political  opportunism  at 
its  worst." 

He  is  prepared  to  talk  to  the  government  --  one  nation  bargaining  with 
another  --  but  is  not  interested  in  just  another  deal  to  give  away  native 
resources  "to  multinational  corporations . " 

Above  all,  he  is  contemptuous  of  the  agreement  that  gave  the  Nisga'a 
people  just  8 per  cent  of  their  traditional  lands  and  forced  them  to 
relinquish  traditional  rights:  "I  don't  think  the  (Nisga'a)  people  have 
any  idea  of  what  has  been  bargained  away.  . . . 

"You  may  have  a grandiose  ceremony  where  you're  signing  agreements  . . . 
but  it's  not  going  to  mean  a hell  of  a lot  to  your  rank-and-file  members 
10  years  down  the  road  when  they  realize  how  badly  they've  been  screwed." 


As  for  the  government,  if  it  won't  give  him  what  he  wants,  he  will  go  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  to  reap  the  benefit  of  the  court's  decision 
last  December  in  the  landmark  Delgamuukw  case.  The  court  recognized  the 
legitimacy  of  aboriginal  title  and  said  native  groups  should  be  consulted 
and  compensated  for  incursions  onto  their  lands. 

That  process  may  take  10  years  or  far  more,  he  said,  but  sooner  or  later 
the  government  will  be  forced  to  recognize  the  Delgamuukw  decision. 

"This  struggle  may  go  on  for  another  500  years.  If  you  think  for  a 
moment  that  we're  going  to  stand  idly  by  and  allow  ourselves  to  be 
extinguished  as  a people,  well,  the  governments  of  this  land  are  sadly 
mistaken,  because  that's  not  going  to  happen." 

Mr.  Phillip  is  not  alone.  The  Okanagan  and  their  immediate  neighbours 
formed  the  Interior  Six  Nation  Alliance  as  a bulwark  against  the  B.C. 
treaty  process. 

And  in  the  Vancouver  headquarters  of  the  Union  of  B.C.  Indian  Chiefs,  a 
body  that  covers  about  30  percent  of  the  province's  status  Indian 
population,  union  president  Saul  Terry  damns  the  Nisga'a  agreement  and 
treaties  in  general  as  ethnic  cleansing  and  genocide. 

Still,  the  mathematics  of  the  conflict  indicate  that  the  leaders  of  most 
of  B.C.'s  Indians,  representing  about  70,000  people,  are  committed  in 
varying  degrees  to  the  treaty  process.  Negotiations  are  at  various  stages 
of  progress  with  51  bands  or  tribal  councils. 

Paul  Tennant,  a political  scientist  from  the  University  of  British 
Columbia  and  the  acknowledged  expert  on  Indian  politics,  believes  that 
negotiations  --  not  the  courts  --  are  the  only  imaginable  way  out  of  the 
long  impasse.  [S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Tennant  is  an  erstwhile  member  of  BC's 
"Indian  Industry",  a consultant  and  insider  with  the  BC  treaty  process, 
known  to  be  hostile  to  the  traditional-sovereigntist  movement.] 

But  he  sees  no  sign  that  the  recalcitrant  chiefs  of  the  Interior  bands 
are  ready  to  negotiate.  He  sees  the  leaders  from  the  Interior  as  "true 
believers"  who  are  caught  up  in  old  battles  that  are  no  longer  relevant. 

"I  have  a great  admiration  for  true  believers,  because  in  the  end  they 
often  achieve  great  things.  But  a lot  of  them  just  fail  miserably,  too. 

True  believers  tend  to  miss  the  essential  parts  of  the  current  reality." 

If  they  miss  the  chance  to  resolve  those  old  conflicts  now.  Prof. 

Tennant  said,  "they  could  be  left  out  for  a long  time." 

But  how  long  is  long?  Adam  Eneas,  56,  a former  chief  of  the  Penticton 
band,  does  not  share  Stewart  Phillip's  hostility  to  the  treaty  process.  In 
the  rock-hard  Interior,  that  is  a startling  breach  of  solidarity.  But  he 
believes  that  the  whole  climate  on  at  least  that  reserve  is  so  negative 
that  a treaty  is  nowhere  in  sight. 

"I  first  came  into  contact  with  renewed  struggle  for  land  claims  in  1968. 
And  30  years  later,  it's  a reality  as  far  as  the  Nisga'a  are  concerned.  So 
the  time  frame  is  getting  shorter  and  shorter.  Now  they've  broken  the 
ground,  and  I suppose  in  another  30  years,  we  may  have  a treaty  here." 

John  Gray  is  a reporter  with  The  Globe  and  Mail. 
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In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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October  19,  1998  Statement  of  United  American  Indians  of  New  England 

We  need  not  recount  what  happened  on  November  27,  1997,  when  25  peaceful 
protesters  were  arrested  in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  The  events  are  well- 
documented,  not  only  in  pictures  and  words,  but  in  the  memories  of  those 
who  experienced  what  took  place  on  the  streets  of  Plymouth.  Since  then, 
UAINE  has  received  thousands  of  letters  of  support  and  petitions.  People 
and  organizations  from  across  the  country  and  from  throughout  the  world 
sent  letters,  e-mails,  and  faxes  to  federal,  state,  and  local  officials 
demanding  that  the  charges  against  the  Plymouth  25  be  dropped.  Many  of 
these  people  honored  our  call  for  an  economic  boycott  of  Plymouth. 
Supporters  stood  with  us  in  court  every  time  we  were  required  to  make  an 
appearance  and  made  sure  that  information  about  about  our  case  was 
distributed  internationally.  To  each  and  every  one  of  you  who  refused  to 
look  the  other  way  when  confronted  by  injustice,  we  say  "thank  you,"  and 
we  honor  you. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  the  frame-up  criminal  charges  against 
those  arrested  on  November  27,  1997  have  been  dropped  as  of  today,  October 
19,  1998.  Further,  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  has  reached  a 
settlement  with  the  Town  of  Plymouth.  Plymouth  has  acknowledged  our  right 
to  walk  on  our  own  land  without  a permit  on  National  Day  of  Mourning. 
Plymouth  has  agreed  to  make  the  truth  part  of  its  celebration  of  the 
pilgrim  myth  of  thanksgiving.  Under  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  we  will 
have  a number  of  important  opportunities  to  address  the  lies  and 
inaccuracies  about  "thanksgiving"and  the  history  of  Indigenous  peoples 
that  have  been  disseminated  not  only  in  Plymouth  but  throughout  the 
country.  We  are  confident  that  this  agreement  represents  a tremendous 
victory  for  the  struggle  of  Native  people  to  have  our  voices  heard  and 
respected . 

This  victory  did  not  happen  because  of  the  courts  or  the  politicians  or 
any  individuals.  This  agreement  and  the  dropping  of  the  charges  have  come 
about  as  a result  of  the  peoples'  struggle,  as  a result  of  the  work  of 
hundreds  of  our  supporters  from  around  the  world.  It  comes  as  a result  of 
the  tremendous  sacrifices  that  have  been  made  by  many,  and  in  particular 
the  Plymouth  25  defendants  themselves. 

We  want  to  thank  all  of  our  sisters  and  brothers  from  the  Four 
Directions  who  were  arrested  with  us  last  year,  and  who  have  stayed  strong 
despite  a lot  of  pressures.  We  want  to  thank  our  elders  for  their  wisdom 
and  encouragement.  We  also  want  to  thank  our  lawyers,  who  have  done  a 
great  and  often  thankless  job.  They  are:  Michael  Altman,  Danny  Beck,  Dave 
Nathanson,  John  Reinstein,  and  Barry  Wilson.  All  who  took  part  have 
written  a new  chapter  in  the  struggle. 

We  note  that  the  United  States  government  made  --  and  then  broke  --  more 
than  350  treaties  with  Native  nations.  We  sincerely  hope  that  Plymouth 
will  not  follow  that  example,  and  that  it  will  honor  its  commitments  in 
this  agreement.  For  our  part.  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  will 
follow  the  example  of  our  ancestors.  We  will  honor  our  commitments. 

Our  organization  was  born  out  of  struggle,  and  we  will  continue  to 
demand  justice  for  all  Native  people  and  freedom  for  our  brother, 
political  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier. 

We  very  much  look  forward  to  the  29th  National  Day  of  Mourning  this  year, 
which  will  be  held  in  Plymouth  at  12  noon  on  "thanksgiving"  day,  November 
26,  1998.  We  expect  that  many  hundreds  of  people  will  be  coming  to 
National  Day  of  Mourning  from  all  over  the  country.  As  has  been  the  case 
every  year  since  1970,  Indigenous  peoples  from  throughout  the  Americas  and 
our  supporters  will  gather  to  show  our  strength  and  unity,  to  speak  the 
truth  about  our  history  as  well  as  what  is  going  on  in  many  parts  of 
Indian  Country  today. 

We  are  not  vanishing.  We  are  not  conquered.  We  are  STRONGER  than  ever. 
United  American  Indians  of  New  England 
P.0.  Box  697501,  Quincy,  MA  02269 
Tel.  781-331-3690 

E-mail  uainel9@idt.net  Website:  http://idt.net/~uainel9 

We  are  not  vanishing.  We  are  not  conquered.  We  are  as  strong  as  ever. 
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Sub j : NDP  MP  Robinson  Rejects  Gustafsen  Inquiry  Call 

1.  NDP  MP  Robinson  addresses  Apec,  dodges  Gustafsen  Lake  issue 

2.  Victoria:  Canadian  MP  peppered  over  Gustafsen  Lake  silence 

3.  Vancouver:  Robinson  challenged  at  SFU 

: - : - :S.I .S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-: 

October  19,  1998 

NDP  MP  SVEND  ROBINSON  REFUSES  TO  SUPPORT  CALL  FOR  GUSTAFSEN  INQUIRY 
Svend  Robinson,  NDP  Member  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  has  refused  to 
support  a public  inquiry  into  the  1995  armed  siege  by  provincial  and 
federal  authorities  against  the  Ts'peten  Sundance  camp  at  Gustafsen  Lake. 
The  state  actions  there  constituted  the  largest  paramilitary  operation  in 
Canadian  history  and  included  armoured  personnel  carriers,  .50  calibre 
machine  guns,  land  mines,  and  massive  human  rights  violations  directed 
against  a small  number  of  Shuswap  traditionalists  who  cited  constitutional 
and  international  law  protections  for  their  resistance  to  the  attempted 
invasion . 

Mr.  Robinson  recently  spoke  to  students  at  the  University  of  Victoria 
regarding  the  "police  state  tactics"  employed  against  Apec  student 
protesters  in  Vancouver  a year  ago.  Shortly  after  he  was  introduced  as 
"never  avoiding  a human  rights  issue,"  Mr.  Robinson  did  just  that.  When 
one  audience  member  pointed  out  that  "Spraypec"  demonstrators  currently 
appearing  before  the  RCMP  Public  Complaints  Commission  had  themselves 
repeatedly  urged  support  for  a Gustafsen  inquiry  and  asked  Mr.  Robinson 
for  his  own  support,  Mr.  Robinson  declined  to  give  it. 

Several  audience  members  pointed  out  the  obvious  "disgusting  double 
standard"  of  Robinson's  position.  One  Indigenous  student  called  for  the 
students  to  pay  attention  to  "the  genocide  going  on  right  outside  your 
back  gate."  Though  Robinson  has  been  quick  to  condemn  the  actions  of  Prime 
Minister  lean  Chretien  and  the  federal  Liberals  regarding  the 
pepper  spraying  of  Apec  protesters,  both  Mr.  Robinson  and  his  associate,  BC 
NDP  member  of  Parliament  Nelson  Riis,  vocally  supported  the  far  more 
violent  actions  of  the  BC  NDP  provincial  government  during  the  month  long 
1995  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff.  Riis  urged  the  BC  government  to  order  a 
"state  of  emergency"  at  the  time.  Robinson  publicly  defended  the 
provincial  government  while  he  was  campaigning  for  the  NDP  federal 
leadership  during  the  standoff.  Fie  still  appears  to  be  standing  by  that 
dubious  support  of  his  NDP  brethren,  including  BC's  Attorney-General/Human 
Rights  Minister  Ujjal  Dosanjh.  This  puts  him  at  odds  with  current  federal 
NDP  leader  Alexa  Mcdonough,  who  committed  herself  to  supporting  a public 
inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake  on  the  CBC  national  call-in  program  Cross 
Country  Checkup  on  September  6,  1998.  BC's  NDP  government  continues  to 
refuse  the  inquiry  call. 

Some  of  those  already  calling  for  a public  inquiry  into  both  Gustafsen 
and  the  killing  of  Aazhoodena  (Stoney  Point)  activist  Dudley  George, 
include  Lil'Wat  Estken;  Moloqhil  Tinamat;  Defensoria  Maya  (Guatemala);  Te 
Ropa  Maori;  Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  (CASNP); 

The  Green  Group  of  the  European  Parliament;  The  Black  Community 
Collective;  Black  Autonomy  International;  The  Afrikan  Frontline  Network; 

ARA  (Kingston);  North  West  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Network;  Aboriginal 
Rights  Coalition  (ARC);  Council  of  Canadians;  Building  Bridges  to  Chiapas; 
The  National  Green  Party  of  Canada;  Ramsey  Clark,  Former  US  Attorney 
General  and  Council  to  Leonard  Peltier;  Ts'peten  Defence  Committee; 
Incomindios;  Kola;  Kwia;  For  Mother  Earth  (Belgium);  National 
Campus/Community  Radio  Association  (NCRA);  SFU  Teaching  Support  Staff 
Union  (TSSU)  and  many  other  groups  and  individuals,  including  a resolution 
by  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations. 

"The  current  actions  of  the  BC  government  and  the  RCMP  toward  the 
Ts'peten  Defenders,  as  well  as  the  negligence  of  the  Canadian  national 
government  to  intervene  and  put  a halt  to  these  actions,  unambiguously 
qualify  as  genocide."  --  KOLA;  letter  to  Prime  Minister  Dean  Chretien, 


April  25,  1997 

"I'm  trying  really  hard  to  expose  the  double  standard...  students  get 
pepper-sprayed  and  there's  a public  uproar.  Indigenous  sovereigntists  get 
thousands  of  bullets  aimed  at  them,  are  victims  of  a smear  campaign,  and 
they're  systematically  ignored."  --  Daggi  Singh,  Apec  demonstrator  and 
defendant . 

More  information  on  Gustafsen  Lake: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
AN  END  TO  THE  CANADIAN  POLICE  STATE  - AN  END  TO  THE  CANADIAN  SETTLER  STATE 
TELL  SVEND  ROBINSON  TO  STOP  SUPPORTING  THE  NDP  COVERUP  OF  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE! 
Email  - <robins(3parl . gc . ca> 

Email  to  fax  - cremote-printer .Svend_l_Robinson@16139958632. iddd . tpc . int> 
Please  cc  your  letters  to  S.I.S.I.S.  - <sisis@envirolink.org> 


ROBINSON  BRINGS  HUMAN  RIGHTS  HOME 

The  Martlet,  October  15,  1998  by  Miranda  Post 

According  to  Member  of  Parliament  Svend  Robinson,  November  1997  marked 
the  existence  of  a police  state  - not  in  Malaysia,  China  or  Indonesia  - 
but  in  Canada.  He  was  speaking  of  the  pepper  spray  fiasco  at  UBC  last  year, 
in  which  RCMP  officers  pepper-sprayed  student  protesters  during  the  APEC 
summit.  Robinson's  Tuesday  lecture  on  the  implications  of  the  pepper  spray 
incident  was  part  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Students  (CFS)  and  student 
society's  contribution  to  the  national  Week  of  Action  on  student  issues. 

But  while  Robinson  was  on  hand  to  defend  human  rights  within  Canada,  he 
met  a mixed  response  from  the  nearly  packed  Cinecenta  audience,  who 
criticized  the  MP's  conduct  during  the  follow-up  to  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
affair. 

Robinson  spoke  at  length  about  the  implications  of  the  pepper-spray 
fiasco,  which  is  currently  playing  itself  out  at  public  hearings  in 
Vancouver.  Robinson  not  only  outlined  the  details  of  the  student  arrests, 
but  also  their  broader  implications  for  the  state  of  the  Canadian  system. 
"The  RCMP's  actions  not  only  were  morally  bankrupt  but  also  without  legal 
reason,"  he  said.  During  the  APEC  protests,  49  people  were  arrested,  but 
only  one  was  charged  with  a crime.  Robinson  defended  the  student 
protesters  appearing  before  the  RCMP  Public  Complaints  Commission  for 
their  anti-APEC  demonstrations. 

Robinson  said  while  Indonesian  guards  at  the  conference  were  armed  and 
ready  to  shoot  at  protesters  if  they  became  a security  risk,  many  of  the 
students  were  simply  armed  with  signs  condemning  dictatorial  leaders, 
including  past  Indonesian  president  Suharto  and  Chinese  President  Diang 
Zemin  - who  was  nearly  honoured  with  an  honorary  degree  from  UVic  in  1997. 
"Why  were  those  [Indonesian  security]  thugs  allowed  into  Canada  in  the 
first  place?"  Robinson  asked  his  audience.  Robinson  answered  his  own 
question,  saying  the  "thugs"  were  let  into  Canada  because  of  APEC's  lack 
of  respect  for  human  rights.  Canada's  "bootlicking"  welcome  of  the  APEC 
leaders  during  the  conference,  he  said,  spells  out  "APEC's  fundamental 
agenda  - trade  liberalization,  deregulation  of  labour  standards  and 
assault  on  the  private  business  sector." 

Robinson  also  criticized  Chretien's  most  recent  public  comments 
regarding  the  pepper  spray  incident  - "When  we  come  to  the  west  we  have 
steak,  sometimes  pepper  steak"  - calling  the  prime  minister's  comments  on 
the  incident  "profoundly  arrogant."  As  for  the  future  of  APEC  and  Canada's 
involvement,  Robinson  does  not  think  next  year's  conference,  which  will  be 
held  in  Malaysia,  should  take  place  because  of  the  human  rights  violations 
that  have  already  occurred.  "We  should  never  again  allow  this  kind  of 
assault  on  our  constitutional  human  rights  and  freedoms  to  occur  again." 

In  order  to  solve  human  rights  issues  within  other  countries,  Robinson 
said  we  must  first  take  care  of  our  issues.  While  Robinson  expanded  on  the 
virtues  of  trying  to  solve  Canada's  human  rights  violations,  his  audience 
raised  questions  regarding  his  own  alleged  support  for  the  "police  state" 
that  occurred  during  the  Gustafsen  Lake  blockades.  Robinson  decided  to 
stick  with  the  issue  at  hand  and  claimed  that  the  Gustafsen  Lake  situation 
was  different  because  "the  people  involved  were  armed  as  opposed  to  the 
unarmed  protesters  at  APEC".  Although  allegations  that  Robinson  was  buying 
into  a smear  campaign  rose  from  the  crowd,  he  refused  to  debate  the  issue 


during  the  question  period. 

Letters  to  The  Martlet  - mailto:martlet@uvic.ca 


[S.I.S.I.S.  received  the  following  report  of  NDP  MP  Svend  Robinson's  speech 
at  Simon  Fraser  University  near  Vancouver  on  October  14,  1998.] 

Subject:  ROBINSON  WIMPS  OUT  AT  SFU  - SAYS  NO  TO  GUSTAFSEN  INQUIRY! 

Date:  Thu,  15  Oct  1998  21:31:21  -0700 

I heard  that  the  folks  in  Victoria  had  a decent  protest  against  Svend 
Robinson's  speech  on  Canada's  Police  State,  pointing  out  the  hypocrisy 
that  he  is  supporting  an  inquiry  into  APEC  but  not  Gustafsen  Lake.  Well 
Svend  was  at  SFU  yesterday  so  I quickly  made  up  posters  and  put  them 
around  campus.  The  text  of  the  posters  is  below.  "Gustafsen  Lake  and  the 
NDP:  British  Columbia's  Police  State?  Guest  Speaker:  Svend  Robinson  MBC 
2290  12:30  today  (Thursday  October  15) 

Mr.  Robinson  has  been  invited  to  speak  on  the  inquiry  into  APEC  and  the 
RCMP's  actions  towards  student  protesters. 

Flowever,  the  NDP  government  in  BC  has  refused  to  strike  an  inquiry  into 
the  RCMP  siege  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in  1995.  Despite  the  fact  that  it  was  the 
most  expensive  police  operation  in  Canadian  history.  Over  70,000  police 
rounds  were  shot  into  the  camp. 

This  is  about  more  than  pepper  spray!  Many  defenders  were  jailed,  one 
remains  in  jail  three  years  later.  The  RCMP  admitted  they  used  a smear 
campaign  to  discredit  the  Gustafsen  Lake  defenders  legitimate  claims.  Why 
are  they  not  made  accountable? 

Why  the  double  standard? 

What  role  does  race  and  class  have  to  play? 

Why  is  the  NDP  supporting  an  inquiry  into  APEC  but  not  Gustafsen  Lake? 

Come  and  ask  Mr. Robinson  these  questions. 

MBC  2290  Today  (Thursday  October  15) 

A handful  of  us  also  attended  his  talk.  The  first  question  after  he  was 
done  was  "what  can  we  do?"  So  he  "challenged"  us  to  get  involved.  I 
asked  the  next  question  and  put  a challenge  to  him.  After  outlining 
briefly  the  hypocrisy  of  his  position  and  the  fact  that  APEC  protesters  we 
treated  lightly  compared  to  Gustafsen  Lake  defenders  I challenged  him  to 
call  for  an  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake.  Fie  refused.  I clarified  an 
asked  "So  you  will  not  call  for  an  inquiry."  He  categorically  said  no,  and 
went  on  a spiel  about  how  they  had  guns.  His  bottom  line  is  that  they  had 
guns  therefore  no  inquiry  is  necessary.  I left  the  meeting  after  calling 
him  a social  democratic  hypocrite.  He  made  a joke  that  he  was  also  a 
running  dog  lackey  of  the  bourgeoisie.  Another  person  who  stayed  behind 
pointed  out  the  difference  between  APEC  protesters  and  Gustafsen  Lake 
defenders.  He  was  shut  down  and  he  and  another  left  the  meeting  as  the 
rest  of  the  attendees  got  back  to  an  NDP  love  fest. 

So  not  much,  but  at  least  there  was  a presence. 

That's  all  for  now 
[Name  withheld] 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : interview  with  Nuxalk  Hereditary  Chief  Qwatsinas"  

Date:  Sun,  18  Oct  1998  14:52:26  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Marsha  E Shaiman  <mshaiman@nsccux. seed . etc . edu> 

Sub j : On  Indian  Land  Interview  with  Nuxalk  Hereditary  Chief  Qwatsinas 


UUCP  email 


Gary, 

Please  post  this  in  the  next  issue  of  Native  News.  It  is  a reprint 
from  the  Fall  1998  issue  of  On  Indian  Land.  Thanks. 

In  Resistance, 

Marsha 

Nuxalk  Protect  Traditional  Lands 
Interview  by  Suky  Hutton 

The  Nuxalk  Nation,  whose  traditional  territory  encompasses  18,000  square 
kilometers  in  northern  British  Columbia,  has  never  ceded  land  or  rights  to 
the  Canadian  government.  One  of  its  sacred  sites,  Ista  (King  Island),  lies 
in  the  Great  Bear  Rainforest.  Ista  is  being  clearcut  by  Interfor,  a 
Canadian  timber  company  with  strong  governmental  and  judicial  support. 

Since  1995,  the  Nuxalk  and  environmental  groups  have  staged  several 
blockades  on  Interfor  logging  roads  to  protest  clearcutting  in  this 
ancient,  relatively  undisturbed  ecosystem. 

Hereditary  Nuxalk  Chief  Qwatsinas  (Ed  Moody)  has  been  charged  with 
criminal  contempt  of  a court  order  for  participating  in  the  Interfor 
blockades.  He  was  in  Canadian  court  the  week  of  October  5 where  he  spoke 
to  larger,  inseparable  issues:  the  environment,  and  the  survival  of  the 
Nuxalk  people,  and  returns  to  court  on  November  19  for  the  judges  decision. 

Qwatsinas : 

This  is  not  a fight  between  environmental  groups  and  the  logging 
industry.  The  destruction  of  the  ancient  rainforest  is  a political  issue. 
What  it  really  comes  down  to  is  protecting  the  heritage  of  the  Nuxalk 
people.  When  Interfor  clearcuts  the  rainforest,  they're  clearcutting  our 
history  and  our  culture.  Our  chiefs  and  our  families,  our  history,  songs 
and  dances  come  from  those  valleys.  Our  smayustas  --  stories  of  origin  -- 
are  derived  from  the  watersheds.  Nuxalk  artifacts  date  back  at  least  10, 

000  years. 

But  change  came  about  when  the  Indian  Act  was  developed  in  1870.  It's  a 
Canadian  colonial  act  that  tried  to  show  us  how  to  govern  our  people,  and 
we  believe  it  is  a genocidal  system.  The  Act  shifted  the  traditional, 
hereditary  systems  we  had  for  generations  to  a voting  system,  where  you 
elect  a chief  and  council. 

The  old  system  was  handed  down  by  lineage.  Leaders  spent  many  years 
learning  how  traditional  government  works  and  how  to  represent  it.  But  in 
the  elected  system  you  serve  a two-year  term.  It  doesn't  give  the  people 
in  office  enough  time  to  learn  and  to  grasp  the  whole  picture.  And  the 
same  Indian  Act  that  provides  for  the  election  of  the  council  doesn't  give 
it  the  political  authority  to  make  decisions  on  the  question  of  Nuxalk 
land.  The  councils  only  govern  the  small  little  reservations . 

The  way  things  are  going  today,  the  contemporary  Nuxalk  systems  don't 
represent  our  sovereign  position  in  the  deepest  sense.  That's  one  of  the 
points  I want  to  draw  attention  to.  Most  of  the  leadership  in  B.C.  has 
been  bred  through  the  Indian  Affairs  system,  and  it  has  created  division. 
There  are  pro-logging  leaderships  within  the  Nuxalk  Nation  today.  They're 
ready  to  make  deals  with  Interfor;  they've  already  been  approached  on  a 
joint  venture. 

I should  be  sitting  with  the  government  of  Canada  to  discuss  a 
resolution  to  the  issue  of  logging.  But  if  I go  to  the  treaty  table, 
should  the  elected  council  be  there?  Because  they  are  funded  and  sponsored 
by  the  government  of  Canada,  and  we're  negotiating  with  Canada,  there's 
kind  of  a conflict  there.  These  people  are  being  paid  by  the  government. 
They  may  want  to  support  the  traditional  system,  but  they  are  in  fear  of 
losing  their  jobs.  I can't  see  them  negotiating  a mandate  for  the  Nuxalk. 

There  hasn't  been  any  opening  to  deal  with  logging  as  a political  issue. 
We've  contacted  all  levels  of  government  --  all  of  my  great  white  fathers 
at  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  --  and  the  only  recourse  is  to  go 
through  the  British  Columbia  treaty  process.  We  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
conditions  of  the  process.  We  weren't  party  to  the  establishment  of  those 
conditions.  But  we  did  send  a letter  of  intent  in  November  1993  to  accept 
the  process,  under  protest.  The  Nuxalk  asked  that  our  sovereignty  and  our 
own  laws  and  traditional  governments  remain  intact. 


The  BC  treaty  commission  rejected  our  letter  of  intent.  They  said  we 
weren't  ready,  and  that  meant  we  didn't  accept  their  terms  and  conditions. 
The  first  condition  was  extinguishment  of  our  land  rights.  We  would  get  a 
municipal-style  government,  and  a cash  settlement.  They  did  not  offer  an 
alternative . 

A treaty  signed  by  the  Nisgah'a  people  is  being  used  as  a public 
relations  and  propaganda  tool  to  establish  it  as  a role  model.  I don't 
believe  it's  a good  deal.  There  are  6,000  Nisgah'a.  Their  traditional 
territory  encompassed  25,000  square  kilometers.  They  settled  for  2,000 
square  kilometers  --  I believe  that's  about  eight  percent  of  their 
traditional  territory.  It  was  initially  reported  that  they  received  $175 
million.  $30  million  was  deducted  from  that  for  legal  and  consultant  fees. 

Down  the  road  in  Prince  Rupert,  there  is  a pulp  and  paper  company  called 
Skeena  Cellulose  with  about  700  employees.  Skeena  Cellulose  is  privately 
owned,  but  the  government  of  British  Columbia  is  tied  to  an  interest  in 
the  company.  Skeena  Cellulose  received  $336  million  to  assist  its 
employees  in  keeping  the  operation  alive. 

When  I look  at  Skeena  Cellulose  and  I look  at  the  Nisgah'a,  I don't  see 
any  form  of  an  equation  at  all.  Skeena  Cellulose  is  young;  the  Nisgah'a 
have  thousands  of  years  of  heritage. 

The  Nuxalk  position  is  that  settlement  is  not  monetary  --  it  is  to  allow 
the  Nuxalk  to  survive  and  continue  to  exist  as  a people  and  a way  of  life. 
We  can't  do  that  if  the  ancient  rainforest  is  logged.  But  while  we're 
talking  under  the  treaty  process,  they're  logging  Ista.  I was  out  there 
months  ago.  They've  logged  eight  of  14  cutblocks.  British  Columbia's 
treaty  process  is  "Talk  and  log." 

In  1992,  at  the  Earth  Summit  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Canada  made  a move  that 
was  very  encouraging  and  hopeful.  They  were  among  the  first  to  sign  an 
agreement  supporting  the  environment  and  the  biodiversity  of  the  land.  In 
1993,  after  the  Clayoquot  Sound  issue,  a B.C.  Forest  Practices  Code  was 
established  that  was  supposed  to  improve  logging  practices. 

But  today  there's  been  many  violations,  and  Interfor  is  probably  the 
largest  violator  of  the  code.  Its  violations  include  construction  of  roads, 
placement  of  culverts,  roads  too  close  to  streams,  and  building  bridges 
over  streams.  Restrictions  against  dumping  logs  in  the  water  haven't  been 
met.  Stream  debris  violations  are  encroaching  on  marine  habitat  and 
wildlife.  The  company  cuts  outside  of  its  cutblocks.  It  has  violated  the 
Forest  Practices  Code  four  or  five  hundred  times  and  has  yet  to  be 
convicted  in  court  of  those  violations. 

Meanwhile  the  Nuxalk  are  being  charged  with  contempt  of  court,  and  we 
have  to  raise  funds  for  our  legal  representation.  That  gives  us  a clearer 
picture  of  our  elected  council  --  it  shows  they  don't  support  us.  If  they 
did,  they  would  probably  be  offering  legal  assistance.  I want  to  say  to 
the  Indian  nations  of  Canada,  and  even  the  United  States,  that  when  our 
people  go  into  the  courtroom,  we  are  representing  our  sovereign  positions. 

I have  become  aware  through  my  travels  that  all  the  indigenous  people  of 
the  world  are  facing  the  same  dilemma.  Maybe  someday  on  our  journey  we 
will  reach  resolution  and  understanding. 

This  spring  I traveled  in  Europe  on  a diplomatic  mission,  talking  about 
the  need  to  save  the  rainforest  and  speaking  the  truth  of  the  Nuxalk 
people.  People  from  the  logging  industry  and  the  Canadian  government  would 
show  up  at  my  speaking  events  and  try  to  discredit  me;  they'd  heckle  me 
and  that  sort  of  thing.  They  handed  out  negative  media  coverage  from 
British  Columbia.  Since  1993,  the  logging  industry  in  British  Columbia  has 
spent  $95  million  to  create  a public  relations  image.  That's  a lot  of 
money.  In  Bonn,  Germany,  they  were  handing  out  misinformation,  so  we  ran 
the  Nuxalk  flag  just  below  the  Canadian  flag  to  show  we  would  speak  for 
ourselves  and  speak  the  truth. 

I visited  six  countries:  Switzerland,  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  Belgium, 
Holland,  and  England.  In  Europe,  they  are  faced  with  the  realization  that 
all  of  their  natural  forests  are  gone.  Their  air  and  their  rivers  and 
creeks  are  polluted.  They  don't  have  wolves,  moose,  black  bears,  eagles. 
They  don't  have  salmon  in  their  streams  any  more.  They  see  that  we  have 
untouched  areas  that  produce  wildlife,  and  they  realize  maybe  we're  going 
to  lose  it  as  well.  We  have  to  learn  quickly  from  them. 


I spoke  at  universities,  and  met  with  a lot  of  children  at  elementary 
schools.  The  support  group  I had  over  there  set  up  a project  to  have 
children  paint  banners  to  show  they  had  a lot  of  interest  in  the  future  of 
the  temperate  rainforest. 

At  one  hostel  in  Bonn,  Germany  there  were  about  80  children  painting 
banners.  After  the  last  group  finished,  at  about  10:00  pm,  they  asked  me 
to  come  and  speak  to  them  and  answer  questions.  It  was  interesting  --  they 
were  very  challenging  questions.  After  two  and  a half  hours  the  children 
were  still  absorbing  answers  like  sponges  and  wanting  more,  wanting  a 
clearer  picture.  It  was  good! 

The  next  morning  we  all  went  to  the  Canadian  embassy.  Two  of  the 
delegates  from  the  embassy  were  going  to  answer  questions  from  the 
children,  but  they  didn't  want  to  because  the  media  was  there;  they  were 
intimidated.  The  children  had  brought  their  banners,  and  were  quite  upset 
that  their  questions  wouldn't  be  answered.  I just  kept  pushing  the  buzzer 
and  asking  for  the  delegates. 

Finally  we  walked  about  four  blocks  away,  and  the  delegates  said  they 
would  meet  with  the  children  for  an  hour.  The  children  were  all  prepared  - 
- they  could  not  be  persuaded  from  their  questions  and  their  point  of  view 
The  delegates  were  uncomfortable  with  the  strong  questions,  and  with  the 
answers  the  children  were  seeking.  They  cut  the  interview  short  and  walked 
off.  I talked  to  the  children  later  and  encouraged  them  to  hold  in  their 
hearts  the  desire  to  seek  the  true  picture. 

Being  in  Europe  was  tiring.  Stressful,  tough.  I was  over  there  by  myself 
far  away  from  home.  I missed  the  fresh  water  and  the  real  forests;  I 
missed  the  wildlife  and  the  fresh  air.  I missed  my  food  and  my  people. 

But  it  was  an  honor  to  for  me  to  represent  my  people  and  my  chiefs  and 
my  head  chief.  And  meeting  those  kids  gave  me  a lot  of  energy  inside.  They 
strengthened  my  spirit.  With  the  support  and  interest  that  got  created  in 
Europe,  this  year  I'm  much  more  optimistic.  When  I left  Europe  on  Dune  5th 
there  were  110  banners.  By  the  middle  of  August  there  were  334  banners 
representing  12  countries.  Most  of  the  children  painting  the  banners  have 
not  seen  the  ancient  rainforest,  or  a grizzly  bear  or  killer  whale,  yet 
they  have  that  desire  and  strong  interest  to  protect  the  ancient 
rainforest  here  in  British  Columbia.  I love  those  kids  for  that.  I would 
like  to  see  that  same  kind  of  strength  and  interest  and  support  for  the 
rainforest  right  here  in  British  Columbia. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Nuxalk  Nation  Government,  House  of 
Smayusta,  Box  8,  Bella  Coola,  British  Columbia  V0T  1C0  Canada.  Phone: 

(250)  799-5376,  fax:  (250)  799-5707,  email:  nux_govt@nuxalk.org,  webpage: 
http://www.nuxalk.org 

Reprinted,  with  permission  of  the  author,  from  Fall  1998  issue  of  On 
Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111.  Phone:  (206)  525-5086. 

"RE : Review:  Learning  Journey  on  the  Red  Road"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Oct  1998  16:18:15  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Wolfsongs/Cherokee  Productions  <brooke@hills . net> 

Sub j : Floyd  Hand  Review 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Huntsville  Times 

Sunday  October  11,  1998 

Yvonne  White,  Times  Religion  Editor 

INDIAN  PROPHET  SPREADS  MESSAGE  AFTER  HOLY  VISIONS 

Floyd  "Looks  For  Buffalo"  Hand  doesn't  understand  why  he  was  chosen  by 
the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Lady  to  spread  the  message  that  she  is  coming,  but 
he  is  intent  on  doing  her  bidding  as  he  travels  throughout  the  world  in 
his  role  as  the  Oglala  Sioux  Lakota  spiritual  interpreter. 

One  of  Hand's  latest  ventures  brought  him  to  Huntsville,  where  he  led  a 
seminar  on  Lakota  spirituality  and  signed  copies  of  his  book,  "Learning 
Journey  on  the  Red  Road." 

The  Pine  Ridge,  S.D.  native  discusses  the  Native  American  way  of  life 
and  the  Lakota  beliefs  in  his  book. 


"According  to  our  traditional  ways,  the  woman  is  the  foundation  of  the 
creation  of  the  family,  which  is  the  tipi  and  the  foundation  of  the 
medicine  roots,  which  is  the  plants.  And  we  men  must  work  with  her  to 
create  a home  and  a life  of  respect,  security  and  harmony  for  our 
families.  The  most  sacred  of  all  things  is  the  woman." 

Unlike  the  other  three  primary  races  of  people  - European,  African  and 
Asian-  Hand  says  the  "red  race"  is  the  only  one  rules  by  a woman. 

He  said  Native  Americans  have  their  own  set  of  rules,  the  Seven  Laws 
given  by  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Lady,  which  are  the  equivalent  of  the  Ten 
Commandments.  They  are: 

Walk  Quietly  (Have  patience,  tolerance  and  self-control) 

Help  others  as  you  help  yourself  (be  generous,  share  and  give) 

Love  people  as  you  would  love  yourself. 

Respect  others  as  you  respect  yourself  (have  pity  and  compassion  for 
all  living  things) 

Set  an  example  for  your  children 

Hold  out  your  hand  and  bring  everybody  together 

Say  thank  you  for  your  life. 

Hand  believes  these  laws  teach  that  'respect  is  the  glue  that  will  hold 
the  people  of  this  world  together.  (They  are)  designed  to  produce  balance 
and  harmony  among  the  people. 

His  copper-colored,  cherublike  round  face  with  dark  eyes  and  radiant 
smile  seem  to  draw  people,  especially  children.  He  is  quick  to  extend  a 
handshake  to  anyone  he  encounters  while  gripping  a cane  in  his  other  hand 
to  steady  his  gargantuan  frame  which  is  often  racked  with  pain  from  his 
crippled  knees. 

The  book  is  written  for  those  who  wish  to  live  a Native  American 
lifestyle  based  on  Hand's  teachings  and  experiences,  including  his  three 
visits  from  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Lady.  He  claims  to  be  the  only  Native 
American  to  whom  she  has  ever  revealed  herself,  appearing  to  him  in  1968, 
1988  and  again  in  1994.  Her  message  to  him  was  "Tell  them  I am  coming." 

"The  book  doesn't  have  a beginning  or  an  end.  It  is  designed  to  help 
people  discover  how  to  live  a simple,  holistic  life,  according  to  Hand, 
grandson  of  Chief  Red  Cloud  and  a direct  descendant  of  the  Crazy  Horse 
Band.  Hand  says  he  has  dedicated  his  life  to  traveling  the  world  to 
spread  this  holistic  lifestyle. 

Most  books  (about  Indian  culture,  history  and  spirituality)  have  been 
written  by  European  authors  from  a left-brained,  perspective  and  they  just 
don't  get  it,"  Hand  said.  "Our  own  belief  is  that  the  Asian,  African  and 
European  (descendants)  are  not  of  this  island." 

In  the  book.  Hand  says  that  North  American  is  a 'buffalo  island,"  ruled 
by  the  buffalo  and  is  under  the  law  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Lady,  the 
mother  of  Buddha,  lesus  and  Mohammed.  He  teaches  that  there  is  a universal 
woman  spirit  entity,  from  which  White  Buffalo  Calf  Lady,  the  Indians'  Corn 
Maiden  and  the  Virgin  Mary  all  come. 

Hand  says  most  people  suffer  from  "tunnel  vision"  and  are  so  caught  up 
in  making  a living  that  they  are  not  aware  of  their  surroundings. 

"I  encourage  all.... to  look  for  their  roots  and  discover  the  360 
degrees  of  what  is  going  on  in  this  world." 

"RE : Winter  Giveaway"  

Date:  Sun,  4 Oct  1998  13:42:46  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

Sub j : Winter  Giveaway!!! 


Winter  Giveaway! ! 

Winter  is  coming.  The  winter  storms  are  coming.  The  People  of  the  North 
have  to  prepare  for  the  winter  storms  in  some  of  the  same  ways  that  the 
people  in  my  part  of  the  country  have  to  prepare  for  summer  storms,  the 
hurricanes,  like  the  one  that  just  spared  me  and  my  city. 

Only  it's  a lot  harder.  Because  the  winter  storms  of  the  north  can  come 
over  and  over,  and  last  for  days.  People  need  blankets  and  food  and  fuel, 
they  need  their  houses  fixed  up.  Like  most  people  here  on  this  continent, 
I survived  the  summer  storms.  Sometimes  the  Thunderbeings  can  be  persuaded 


to  have  mercy.  But  winter  is  different.  Winter  has  no  mercy. 

And  I have  a dilemma  here.  I'm  making  all  these  beautiful  dreamcatchers 
to  give  away  in  honor  of  having  survived  the  summer  storms.  Only  problem 
is,  I have  no  one  to  give  them  to.  No  family,  very  few  friends,  no 
nothing.  Why?  well  ...  I don't  wanna  go  into  that.  I don't  wanna  make 
you  feel  sorry  for  me.  There  are  a lot  of  people  a lot  worse  off  than  me. 
So  if  I have  no  one  to  give  these  dreamcatchers  to,  I may  have  to  go  out 
in  the  woods  and  hang  them  on  the  trees. 

So  here's  something  to  do.  Please,  everyone  who  reads  this,  please  give 
a few  bucks  to  any  group  or  person  you  know,  to  helps  people  to  survive 
the  winter.  Give  to  your  local  food  bank  or  homeless  shelter.  Give  to 
the  Red  Cross.  Give  to  your  neighbor  who's  having  a hard  time.  I don't 
care  who  you  give  to,  long  as  you  help  people  survive  the  winter. 

If  you  like  you  can  give  to  organizations  that  help  the  Indians  in  the 

North.  Indians  on  the  rezes  have  a harder  time  than  most,  many  live  in 
houses  that  have  no  insulation,  no  indoor  plumbing,  inadequate  heat. 

Some  don't  have  houses  at  all,  they  live  in  cars  or  utility  buildings. 
Housing  codes  and  other  laws  would  forbid  people  from  living  that  way  in 
most  of  this  country.  But  on  the  rezes  things  are  different.  So  if 
you'd  like  to  give  to  these,  a few  addresses  are  below. 

And  then,  after  you've  given,  I have  a gift  for  you,  one  of  these 
dreamcatchers  I've  made.  I make  them  right.  They're  not  like  the  ones 
you  buy  in  the  stores.  These  can't  be  sold  cos  they're  sacred.  I'm  told 
they  really  work!  I don't  wanna  know  what  you  gave  or  who  you  gave  to. 

That's  your  business  and  you'll  get  a better  blessing  from  it  the  fewer 

people  know.  But  if  you've  given  anything  to  help  the  people  make  it 
thru  the  winter  storms,  please  reply  -privately-  to  this  message  and 
give  me  an  address  that  I can  send  a dreamcatcher  to. 

Thanks  -- 
Dee 

jrp05@gnofn.org 

Pathways  to  Spirit  this  group  provides  mobile  homes  to 

4307  Goldeneye  Dr.  the  elders  at  only  transportation  cost. 

Ft.  Collins,  Co.  80526 


The  Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community  Organization 
402  West  145th  Street  * New  York,  NY  10031 

212/926-5757  * 212/926-5842  (fax)  * ifco@igc.apc.org  (email)  * 
www.ifconews.org  (web) 

(earmark  your  gift  for  November  caravan  to  Chiapas) 


Bucketline  to  the  Elders 
First  Security  Bank 
205  N Main 
Layton,  UT  84041 


this  group  provides  food  and  supplies 

to  the  elders  of  the 

Big  Mountain  /Black  Mesa  area. 


Redfeather  Development  Corp 
Box  52652 

Bellevue,  WA  98015-2652 


This  group  repairs  and  winterizes 

housing  for  the 

elders  of  the  Dakotas  area. 


Please  feel  free  to  copy  and  resend  this  message  to  any  list  or  newsgroup 
you  wish.  If  you  are  part  of  a organiztion  that  helps  people  to  make  it 
thru  the  winter,  please  add  your  address  here  and  pass  this  message  along. 
Especially  if  your  organization  is  a small  hands-on  outfit  that  has  little 
or  no  overhead  for  the  usual  sort  of  fundraising.  No  church  groups, 
please. 

Thanks  -- 
Dee 


"RE : Our  Eagles  Need  Help"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Oct  1998  08:17:18  -0600 

From:  "The  Conservancy  of  the  Phoenix"  <phxcon@trib. com> 
Sub j : Our  Eagles  Need  Help 


UUCP  email 


Gary: 

I am  forwarding  the  below  text  which  is  self  explanatory  for  your 
consideration  to  use  or  ignore  as  you  wish.  I know  that  the  Red  People  have 
many  problems  and  difficulties  to  worry  about.  I send  the  below  because  of 
the  importance  of  the  Eagle  to  the  Red  Man's  way  of  life  in  his  own 
spiritual  world.  We  ask  your  support  and  the  support  of  our  Red  Brothers 
and  in  protecting  our  brothers  of  the  feather. 

In  actuality  the  point  at  hand  is  much  deeper  than  protecting  the  Eagles,  it 
is  one  of  protecting  the  land  by  encouraging  the  federal  to  stand  up  to  the 
"White  West"  and  enforcing  the  rules  and  regulations  that  are  in  place. 

This  problem  is  no  less  important  than  protecting  the  buffalo  and  the  sacred 
lands  of  the  Red  People.  The  message  below  I have  sent  to  as  many  palace  as 
I can  to  solicit  help. 

Singularium :One 
Omnibus ! 

Reginald 

Original  Message 

From:  Reginald  D.  Atkins  <ratkins@trib . com> 

Date:  Friday,  September  25,  1998  2:02  PM 

Fellow  Eagles; 

We  could  use  some  assistance  in  helping  protect  our  Eagles  here  in  Wyoming. 

We  are  the  Conservancy  of  the  Phoenix,  Inc.  and  the  Website  is 
http://w3.trib . com/~phxcon 

Our  concern  is  enforcement  of  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACEC) 
of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  at  Jackson's  Canyon  just  west  of 
Casper,  Wyoming.  You  can  help  by  writing, 

Mr.  Jim  Murkin 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

1701  East  E.  St. 

Casper,  WY.  82601 

And 

email  address  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
Bruce_Babbitt@IOS . DOI . GOV 

mail  address 

The  Honorable  Bruce  Babbit 
Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Main  Interior  Building 
1849  C Street  NW 
Washington  DC  20240 

The  problem  with  long  established  ACEC  is  lack  of  enforcement.  The  area  of 
the  ACEC  is  3,900  that  is  closed  to  motorized  vehicles  (Snowmobiles)  from 
December  1 to  April  1 to  provide  peace  and  respite  for  the  Bald  Eagle  that 
roots  in  the  canyon  during  the  winter.  The  local  chapter  of  the  Audubon 
Society  as  well  as  the  state  branch  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  have  fail  to 
raise  their  voice  to  protect  this  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern. 

The  Nature  Conservancy  takes  advantage  of  the  situation  by  claiming  to 
protect  the  Eagles  by  conservation  easements  and  land  they  hold  adjoining 
the  ACEC.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Conservancy  of  the  Phoenix,  Inc.  the 
protection  the  Nature  Conservancy  claims  is  false  in  that  they  have  made  no 
protest  against  the  intrusion  of  snowmobiles  into  the  area. 

The  BLM  could  use  some  support  through  Bruce  Babbit's  office;  they  are 
undermanned  and  under  funded.  Please  raise  a voice  and  write  letters  to 
help  protect  the  Bald  Eagle  in  the  Western  States.  The  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  MUST  have  public  support  in  the  effort  to  protect  these  eagles 
and  they  MUST  have  support  from  outside  of  Wyoming. 


Sincerely, 

Reginald  D.  Atkins 
President 

Conservancy  of  the  Phoenix,  Inc 

"RE : Invitation  to  Authors  and  Artists"  

Date:  Thu,  8 Oct  1998  06:30:03  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Harder  Bernie  <harder@server . uwindsor . ca> 

Sub j : a Notice 

UUCP  email 

Gary:  we  have  a notice  on  e-mail  inviting  submissions  from  "aboriginal 
authors"  to  a journal  published  by  U of  Windsor.  The  issue  will  be 
devoted  to  this  material.  I don't  know  if  you  can  send  it  out  in  your 
letter,  but  i'll  forward  it  to  you  as  it  was  sent  to  me  from  the  editors, 
bernie  harder 

There  have  been  enquiries  about  "deadline."  It's  asp,  as  far  as  i know. 
This  issue  in  the  Spring  is  dedicated  to  Ab.  Authors  and  Artists  etc,  to 
support  a mini-conference  of  Anishinabe  authors  and  artists  taking  place 
at  the  U of  W in  February  in  the  week  ending  Feb.  14. 
bernie 


On  Wed,  23  Sep  1998,  Windsor  Review:  A Dournal  of  the  Arts  wrote: 

The  WINDSOR  REVIEW  is  looking  for  art,  poetry,  non-fiction,  and  fiction 
from  aboriginal  writers  and  artists  for  our  Spring  '99  issue 
(32.1).  There  are  no  style  or  content  restrictions . Please  see  below 
for  details. 

SUBMISSION  GUIDELINES 

The  WINDSOR  REVIEW:  A Journal  of  the  Arts  is  published  twice  a year  by 
the  University  of  Windsor's  Faculty  of  Arts.  The  journal  features  poetry, 
short  fiction,  non-fiction,  and  art  of  a high  caliber. 

All  creative  submissions  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  editor 
(Fiction  Editor,  Poetry  Editor,  or  Art  Editor)  at  the  address  below. 

Please  specify  the  relevant  editor  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope. 

Poetry  submissions  should  be  typed.  Fiction  and  non-fiction  should  be 
typed,  double  spaced,  and  moderate  in  length  (1000-5000  words).  Only  one 
copy  need  be  submitted  with  a statement  that  the  material  is  not  submitted 
elsewhere.  There  are  no  style  or  content  restrictions;  the  only  guidelines 
are  quality  and  good  taste.  Visual  artists  should  contact  the  Art  Editor 
for  directions. 

Those  wanting  their  submissions  returned  should  include  a 
self-addressed,  appropriately-stamped  envelope.  Please  note  that  only 
material  accepted  for  publication  will  receive  acknowledgment  in  the 
form  of  a letter  of  acceptance.  Contributors  will  receive  a small 
remuneration  plus  complimentary  copies  of  the  issue  containing  their  work. 

_Windsor  Review:  A Journal  of  the  Arts_ 

Dept,  of  English  / Univ.  of  Windsor  / Windsor,  Ont.,  Canada  N9B  3P4 
Phone:  (519)  253-4232,  ext.  2332  - Fax:  (519)  973-7050 
Internet:  uwrevu@uwindsor . ca 


RE:  HELP  Rest 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Oct  28  00:26:50  1998 
Date:  Tue,  27  Oct  1998  19:00:23  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.044 

~)  / r7)  ~ r ) / ) ~r  / ) 

/ / / / / / /--/  iii / iii 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ■ 0 

, _ , 0 o 0 

I ')//)')  II  ' 0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  VOLUME  06,  ISSUE  044  0 o o o o 0 

_/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , October  31,  1998  0 o 0 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 0 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L,  TribalLaw,  ISCO,  Paths-L 
& Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: liaises . uthscsa.edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"Look  behind  you.  See  your  sons  and  your  daughters.  They  are 
your  future.  Look  farther  and  see  your  sons'  and  daughters'  children 
and  their  children's  children  even  unto  the  seventh  generation." 

"That's  the  way  we  were  taught.  Think  about  it  - you  yourself  are  a 
seventh  generation." 

Leon  Shenandoah,  Onondagan  Elder 


+ - __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

! ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  1 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

! and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

| States  Constitution,  ! 

j so  that  my  forefathers  | 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


| Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  cold  winds  already  bring  the  cleansing  bite  of  winter  to  many  of  our 
relatives . 

Again,  this  winter  this  editorial  section  will  feature  groups  or 
individuals  who  are  helping  those  in  need,  primarily  on  reservations  and 
especially  those  who  aid  children  and  elders.  Urban  help  will  not  be 
excluded.  I have  lived  in  the  Cedar-Riverside  area  of  Minneapolis  and 
been  a guest  in  Lakota  Housing  in  Rapid  City  and  in  Shiprock.  The  need 
to  eat  and  be  warm  does  not  end  because  a person  has  left  the  rez. 

PLEASE  forward  contact  information  for  all  you  know  who  help  those  less 
able  to  do  so  make  it  through  the  harsh  winter  months. 

I am  honored  to  share  a give-away  with  you,  and  pray  it  will  inspire 
others  to  look  beyond  self.  No  one  is  asking  you  to  give  beyond  your  means, 
but  I will  tell  you  one  can  of  soup,  one  sweater,  one  dollar  will  make  a 
difference  in  someone's  life;  and  isn't  that  what  keeping  our  circle  in 
and  honorable  way  the  very  thing  we  have  been  taught? 


Date:  Wed,  21  Oct  1998  09:15:40  -0500  (CDT) 
From:  DRP  < j rp05(3gnofn . org> 


Subj : in  response  to  article  in  Wotang 


(fwd) 


It's  good  to  see  that  our  efforts  to  help  the  people  are  actually  doing 
some  good!  I just  received  this  response  from  a very  generous  and  well- 
connected  person,  who  was  able  to  see  that  at  least  one  elder  no  longer 
has  to  suffer  this  winter.  All  he  asks  is  that  I include  this  URL  in 
future  mailings.  Well,  I can't  do  that  too  well  from  this  barebones 
freenet  account  but  I'm  passing  this  message  along. 

Dee 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  21  Oct  1998  09:45:12  EDT 
From:  WARDANCER9@aol.com 

Subj:  in  response  to  article  in  Wotang 

She  said  that  Dasper  had  been  assigned  a new  apartment  just  built  in 
the  town  of  Pine  Ridge  for  physically  handicapped  people,  also  an  answer  to 
our  prayers. 

About  a month  ago  you  put  an  e-mail  insert  in  Wotang. . . about  Dasper 
needing  a trailer  and  that  he  was  living  in  a car.  Well,my  heart  was  broken 
so, I contacted  friends  who  have  a children/Elderly  sponsoring  program  (I 
sponsor  5 lovely  children) .They  had  a relative  on  Pine  Ridge  find  Dasper  and 
make  sure  that  he  was  no  longer  living  in  a car.  Fie  had  been  staying  with 
Norman  Bear  Shirt.  The  news  of  his  own  apartment  was  something  that  I wished 
to  share  with  you  :). 

I would  appreciate  it  if  you  could  list  the  sponsoring  program  in  any 
of  your  future  mailings.  It  is  a wonderful  program!  Please  visit  their  web 
site  at  : 

http : //www. beale3 . bealenet . com/%7Esuneagle/ 

It  is  Dohn  and  Sharen  Sun  Eagle's  sponsoring  program  :). 

Sincerely, 

Wardancer9 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.O.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu . edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Another  contact  is  actually  two  projects:  One  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson  and  his 
wife . 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 
717-665-2727 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes . Net> 

Darlene  Cross 


PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 


From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992. .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY . THOMAS_: +@AL  BANY . VA . GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net 


This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 
furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 


From:  "g  hindsman"  <tasunke@dmv.com> 

Subj : Help  for  Families  on  Rez 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

All  of  the  donations  are  sorted  and  packed  for  each  family  according  to 
size,  sex  etc.  This  year  we  are  in  particular  need  of  blankets,  space 
heaters,  fans  and  linens  (towels  and  sheets).  We  have  many  toys  and 
clothing  of  all  sizes  but  good  winter  coats  are  always  useful.  We  are 
registered  as  a private  non  profit,  so  receipts  can  be  given  for 
donations.  We  can  always  use  money  donations. 

We  deliver  in  December,  Dune  and  in  August.  We  also  do  mail  deliveries 
occasionally.  Over  the  years,  we  have  made  many  friends  at  Pine  Ridge, 
Rosebud,  the  Crow  Agency  and  others.  We  try  to  help  with  special  requests 
when  we  can.  Morning  Star  has  also  been  a home  away  from  home  for  students 
and  elders  who  are  temporarily  on  the  East  Coast.  Our  headquarters  are 
located  in  Delaware  but  we  have  other  circles  in  Virginia,  New  York,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  soon  in  Florida. 


From:  Danet  S <jans@future.atlcom.net> 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas  Cassada. 
MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as  mediation 
assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian  Reservations  in  the  form  of 
clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys  for  the  children,  scholarship 
funding  and  household  provisions. 

This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and  notions. 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to  support 
the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within  the  United  States, 
South  and  North  Dakota. 

For  information  about  Morning  Star  you  can  call  or  write  our  Outreach 
Coordinator  at: 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 


Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  14:03:10  -0800 
From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker.org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 
automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 


Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 


Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 


Subj : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 


FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Flercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130's  and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 


From:  The  Stones  <jersstone@erols.com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http : //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  communities 
on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Floly 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Violet  Catches 
HC  77  Box  500 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

P.O.  Box  101 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

House  #245 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 


Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Elvira  Chasing  Hawk 

Town  of  Red  Scaffold  Representatives 

Box  481  Red  Scaffold  RD 

Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 

or 

c/o  Candace  Hollow  Horn 
Box  522  Red  Scaffold  RD 
Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 


From:  1RP  < j rp05@gnofn . org> 

The  Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community  Organization 
402  West  145th  Street  * New  York,  NY  10031 

212/926-5757  * 212/926-5842  (fax)  * ifco@igc.apc.org  (email)  * 
www.ifconews.org  (web) 

(earmark  your  gift  for  November  caravan  to  Chiapas) 


Bucketline  to  the  Elders 
First  Security  Bank 
205  N Main 
Layton,  UT  84041 


this  group  provides  food  and  supplies 

to  the  elders  of  the 

Big  Mountain  /Black  Mesa  area. 


Redfeather  Development  Corp 
Box  52652 

Bellevue,  WA  98015-2652 


This  group  repairs  and  winterizes 

housing  for  the 

elders  of  the  Dakotas  area. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people 

Help  Needed  in  Rapid  City 
Light  A Fire  For  A 
Dine'h  Grandmother 
Peltier  Painting  Raffle 
Crees  and  Trees 
Cree  Negotiate  with  Quebec 
Coeur  d'Alene  Control  Lake 
Big  Mountain  Elders 
Inspire  Local  Activists 
Brief  Flash  on 
Situation  in  NE  Arizona 
Mexico  National 
Indigenous  Congress 
Post  Electoral 
Troop  Movements  in  Chiapas 
Please  Help  Western  Shoshone 
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- Makah  Ask  Sea  Shepherd 
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- Chaco  Canyon  Crumbling 
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- Killer  Cop  Walks 

- Mi'qmaqs  Push  Out  police 

- Native  Prisoner 
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- Poem:  Prayer  for  the  People 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


"RE : Help  Needed  in  Rapid  City"  

From:  AIMN3SG@webtv.net  (AIMN1SG) 

Date:  Wed,  21  Oct  1998  07:32:53  -0400  ( EDT) 
Subj : Fwd : HELP  NEEDED  IN  RAPID  CITY 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Tue,  20  Oct  1998  21:17:23  -0400 

From:  Morning  Star  <mornstar@bellatlantic . net> 

Subj:  HELP  NEEDED  IN  RAPID  CITY 

UUCP  email 


To  All  Concerned 


Racism  and  genocide  is  occurring  in  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota.  Rick  Grey 
Buffalo  Quinn  and  individuals  of  the  Seventh  Circle,  in  addition  to  the 
projects  he  mentions  on  the  website  (page  attached),  are  trying  to  deal 
with  racist  abuse  and  hate  crimes  in  Rapid  City.  Reports  are  that 
authorities  there  ignore  repeated  requests  to  assist,  and  look  the  other 
way  when  these  crimes  are  committed.  There  has  been  this  problem  for 
sometime  now,  but  it  is  getting  worse.  We  have  been  informed  that  there 
are  beatings  and  attacks  against  Native  people  in  Rapid  City  by  Skin 
Heads,  and  there  have  been  deaths,  suspicious  in  nature,  that  have  not 
been  publicized  nor  acknowledged  by  the  authorities  there.  The 
individuals  of  the  Seventh  Circle  are  in  desperate  need  of  any  kind  of 
financial  assistance,  to  help  with  gas  to  keep  their  security  patrols  up 
in  the  communities,  and  to  keep  their  main  phone  (Rick's  phone)  from 
being  disconnected.  We  got  the  deadline  for  the  'cut  off'  extended 
until  the  30th  of  October.  They  have  also  been  advised  to  have  magnet 
mount  door  signs  made  for  the  vehicles  patrolling  so  that  they  are  known 
to  be  community  security  and  would  not  be  stopped  or  questioned.  From 
what  I understand  they  need  about  $100.  for  the  magnetic  strips  for  the 
door  panels. 

The  email  and  letter  campaigns  have  been  useful,  but  we  fear  that  for 
the  most  part,  the  issues  continue  to  be  ignored.  Right  now  they  really 
need  physical  and  financial  support.  They  have  also  been  requesting  the 
donation  or  loan  of  a Cam  Corder  to  tape  the  beatings  and  attacks.  They 
witness  some  of  this,  but  when  they  approach  the  authorities,  they  are 
brushed  aside.  They  feel  that  having  solid  evidence,  and  interviews 
with  witnesses,  that  these  incidents  will  not  be  able  to  be  ignored. 

You  may  pass  this  along,  and  I appreciate  anything  that  individuals  may 
be  able  to  do  to  help  out. 

In  Struggle, 

Kathy  Morning  Star 
Seventh  Circle  Web  Page: 

http : //www. geocities . com/Heartl and /Pointe/7293/ index. html 


The  Seventh  Circle 

When  you  enter  Rapid  City  for  the  first  time  you  are  struck  with  images 
of  industry,  tourist  attractions  and  gaming  parlors.  There  are  many  new 
buildings  and  lots  of  things  to  do,  without  having  to  see  the  tragedies 
that  occur  beyond  the  glitz.  Every  winter  people  are  dying  of  exposure 
and  because  they  are  Indian  and  hidden  their  fate  means  little  to  the 
general  population.  That  must  change. 

With  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  Reservations, people  come  to  the  cities 
seeking  a better  life  and  are  all  too  often  left  stranded.  The  cities 
are  overwhelmed  by  the  numbers  of  destitute  people  and  often 
the  shelters  can  not  house  everyone.  People  sleep  in  abandoned  houses, 
cars,  boxes,  under  bridges  and  anywhere  they  can  find  some  shelter  from 
the  elements.  Weather  in  the  plains  states  can  be  brutal  and  even 
deadly.  But  weather  is  not  the  only  killer  of  the  people,  apathy  can  be 
just  as  deadly,  we  need  people  to  care  enough  to  sacrifice  what  they  can 
to  help.  This  is  an  effort  taking  place  in  Rapid  City,  please  read  this 
page  carefully  and  let  your  heart  do  the  rest. 

All  to  often  indigenous  people  are  turned  away  from  the  homeless 
shelters  in  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  because  they  have  been  drinking. 
During  the  bitter  winter  that  is  often  a sentence  of  death. 

Alcohol  decreases  the  body's  ability  to  fight  hypothermia  and  as  a 
result  they  freeze  to  death.  Until  now  their  only  option  has  been  to 
seek  shelter  under  bridges  or  in  abandoned  houses.  They  may 
survive  another  winter  but  the  problem  remains,  they  have  little  hope 
for  anything  better  in  their  lives.  The  Seventh  Circle  is  a non-profit 
organization,  dedicated  to  providing  the  homeless  of  the  Rapid 
City,  South  Dakota  area,  with  affordable  housing  , restoring  dignity  and 
giving  them  a foundation  rooted  in  traditional  culture.  Although  it  is 
aimed  at  the  Native  American  homeless  the  program  will  be  open 


to  all  that  are  homeless.  There  are  a few  preconditions:  l.They  must  be 
willing  to  change  destructive  habits  thru  traditional  methods  and 

2.  They  must  be  homeless  at  the  time  of  their  application,  and 

3.  They  must  be  willing  to  work  within  the  community  for  everyone's 
benefit . 


The  plan  would  provide  the  indigent  not  only  with  physical  shelter,  but 
with  a caring  community  built  around  our  Native  traditional  values, 
culture  and  religion.  We  believe  that  such  a living  and  learning 
situation  will  be  especially  valuable  for  the  most  vulnerable  of  our 
people--  children  living  in  poverty.  Without  such  a cultural  background, 
these  children  will  have  little  chance  to  compete  effectively  in 
mainstream  culture,  with  it,  they  will  have  the  confidence  to  learn  and 
master  the  skills  that  they  will  need  to  survive  and  prosper.  The  plan 
hinges  upon  obtaining  the  surplus  military  housing  at  the  West 
Nike  site  near  Ellsworth  AFB,  S.  Dakota.  Financial  assistance  is  needed 
to  make  this  become  a reality. 

In  order  to  receive  funding  a non-profit  organization  needs  to  obtain  a 
501c3  number,  a lawyer  is  necessary  to  handle  this  complicated  task  and 
we  have  one  willing  to  file  for  the  501c3  for  $500.00.  We  are 
desperately  trying  to  raise  this  money.  If  you  can  help  in  anyway, 
please  do  so. 

And  here  is  a statement  from  Rick  Grey  Buffalo  Quinn,  Founder  of  the 
Seventh  Circle:  The  Seventh  Circle  is  seeking  urgently  needed  help  from 
all  generations  and  peoples.  And  as  founder  of  the  Seventh  Circle,  I am 
working  with  the  homeless.  Not  only  working  with  the  homeless,  but 
trying  to  replace  things  lost  or  stolen,  by  replacing  homes  to  the 
homeless.  And  so  I thank  you. 

We  are  but  a small  voice  crying  in  the  wind.  And  again,  we  ask  all 
mankind  to  help  with  our  endeavors.  Although  I cannot  come  to  you  I pray 
my  voice  will.  From  the  heart  of  the  Dakota  Nation,  the  housing  that  I 
will  acquire  will  be  called  the  "Leonard  Peltier  Flousing  Project",  In  the 
spirit  of  Crazy  Florse,  it  is  a dream  of  Leonard  Peltier  to  provide 
housing  for  his  people.  Mitakuye  Oyasin.  Rick  Grey  Buffalo  Quinn, 
(605)355-0125,  321  Doolittle  Street,  Rapid  City  S.  Dakota  57701  USA 

For  more  information  e-mail  me  at  dhendren@mint.net  or 
mornstar@bellatlantic . net 

"RE : Light  A Fire  For  A Dine'h  Grandmother"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Oct  1998  06:33:20  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  <isco@efn.org> 

Subj : Light  A Fire  For  A Dine'h  Grandmother:  Fall  Caravan  to  Black  Mesa 

Mailing  List:  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  <isco@efn . org> 


PSA  PRESS  RELEASE  PSA  PRESS  RELEASE  PSA  PRESS  RELEASE 


PO  Box  11715 
Eugene,  OR  97440 
isco@efn . org 
bigmnt@efn.org 
lpsg@efn . org 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
Run:October  20-November  30 

Contact  Fred  or  Beth 
(541)  607-7064 


ISCO  Announces  the 

"Light  A Fire  For  A Dine'h  Grandmother" 

Fall  1998  Caravan  to  Black  Mesa  Project 
Winter  Supply  Drive  to  the  HPL  in  Arizona 
Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  (ISCO)  announces  weekly  potlucks 
and  planning  sessions  Tuesdays  at  5:00pm  at  the  Native  American  Longhouse, 
1606  Columbia  St.  off  of  Agate  St.  and  local  fundraising  events.  loin 
ISCO's  Black  Mesa  Projects  Committee  with  plans  to  bring  wood  and  winter 


supplies  to  traditional  Dine'h  (Navajo)  families  on  ISCO's  Fall  Caravan  to 
Black  Mesa,  Arizona  (aka  "Big  Mountain")  this  Thanksgiving. 

A Caravan  of  workers  will  bring  wood  and  winter  supplies  to  Dine'h 
homesites  on  the  HPL.  To  many  Dine'h  Elders,  wood  is  their  only  source 
for  heating  and  cooking  in  the  high  desert.  Their  hogans  sorely  need 
repairs  that  are  banned  under  relocation.  Resisting  Dine'h  have  had 
their  wood  gathering  permits  revoked  and  wood  cutting  tools  confiscated 
from  their  homes.  Wood  is  critical  for  traditional  Dine'h  families' 
survival  through  winter  on  the  high  desert  of  Black  Mesa,  Arizona. 

Local  activists  will  collect  wood  cutting  tools  and  gas  funds  donated  by 
the  community  for  the  Fall  1998  Caravan  between  now  and  Thanksgiving. 

Look  for  fundraising  and  educational  events  to  support  the  Caravan! 

Checks  can  be  made  to  ISCO  and  sent  to: 

ISCO 

PO  Box  11715 
Eugene,  OR  97440 

For  more  info  or  to  help  call  (541)  607-7064  or  e-mail  bigmnt@efn.org, 
isco@efn.org  or  the  above  address.  Thank  you! 

"RE : Peltier  Painting  Raffle"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Oct  1998  11:43:05  EDT 

From:  LPCFound@aol.com 

Subj : Peltier  Painting  Raffle 

UUCP  email 

THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  CHARITABLE  FOUNDATION  PROUDLY  PRESENTS 
RIBBONS  AND  PLUMES 

(Leonard  is  thrilled  about  the  raffle) 

NOTE:  If  this  is  a rapid  success  we  plan  to  do  a world  raffle) 

This  is  a Leonard  Peltier  original  oil  painting.  Observe  this  gorgeous 
painting  at 

http://members.aol.com/lpcfound/homepage.html  (Then  click  on  LPCF  RAFFLE) 
The  LPCF  is  providing  an  exciting  opportunity  for  Peltier  supporters  to  own 
this  extraordinary  work. 

The  painting  comes  with  a certificate  of  authenticity  and  a personal 
depiction  by  Leonard  Peltier  that  can  be  mounted  with  the  painting. 

You  may  purchase  as  many  raffle  tickets  as  you  like  at  $1.00  per  ticket. 
When  we  have  reached  a number  of  donations  equivalent  to  $1,000.00,  Leonard 
Peltier  will  choose  a raffle  ticket  number  between  1 and  1,000  and  the 
winner  will  be  notified  by  mail  and/or  telephone.  Please  sign  and  save 
your  raffle  ticket  upon  receipt.  After  personal  verifications  a release 
form  must  be  signed  by  the  winner.  Your  beautiful  painting  will  then  be 
shipped  to  you  UPS  at  the  expense  of  the  Foundation. 

The  winner  will  be  announced  in  a series  of  newspapers,  including  'News 
from  Indian  Country'  and  in  alt. native  newsgroup,  with  the  consent  to  use 
the  winners  name.  Regardless,  the  LPCF  will  post  that  a winner  has  been 
selected . 

Send  $1.00  per  ticket  (Check  or  money  order)  to: 

LPCF  c/o  Shannon  Collins 

P.O.  Box  681  Rimrock,  Arizona  86335 

Good  luck  everybody! 

<A  HREF=" http: //members . aol . com/lpcfound/ raffle . html" >LPCF  RAFFLE</A> 
"RE;  Crees  and  Trees"  


Date:  Tue,  13  Oct  1998  08:09:10  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web. net> 
Subj:  News:  Crees  and  Trees 


Mailing  List: 


Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L(a)YORKLI.CA> 


Attention  News  Editors: 

Crees  and  Quebec  Talks  but  no  Agreement  Signed  To  Withdraw  from  Court 

NEMASKA,  Oct.  8 /CNW/  - Yesterday  it  was  incorrectly  reported  by  Canadian 
Press  and  on  CBC  Radio  that  the  Crees  of  Northern  Quebec  and  the 
Government  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  had  signed  an  Agreement  whereby  the 
Crees  would  withdraw  their  court  action  on  forestry  and  hold  discussions 
with  the  Province  on  the  outstanding  forestry  issues. 

On  October  6,  the  Grand  Chief  of  the  Crees  of  Eeyou  Istchee  received 
from  Minister  Chevrette  a letter  outlining  his  commitment  to  restart 
discussions  on  forestry  issues  that  had  been  interrupted  in  Dune  1998 
because  of  lack  of  progress.  The  Minister  said  that  the  discussions 
should  take  into  consideration  elements  from  a letter  sent  to  the  Minister 
by  Cree  Negotiator,  Chief  Billy  Diamond  on  September  2,  1998. 

Chief  Diamond's  letter  outlined  among  other  things  the  following 
forestry  items  as  the  agenda  for  such  an  exchange: 

1.  forest  allotments  for  the  Cree  communities; 

2.  implementation  of  a land-use  plan  to  be  developed  with  Cree 
involvement; 

3.  a moratorium  on  new  cutting  areas; 

4.  direct  involvement  of  the  trappers  in  discussions; 

5.  Cree  involvement  in  the  scheduled  (fall  98)  review  of  forestry  laws 
and  regulations  and  this  also  to  be  the  subject  of  direct 
negotiations; 

6.  information  on  Quebec  revenues  from  forestry  to  be  provided  as  part 
of  discussions  on  revenue  sharing; 

7.  role  of  the  environment  regime  in  respect  to  forestry  to  be  discussed; 

8.  discussions  principles  of  respect  for  Cree  fundamental  rights,  need 
for  Cree  involvement  in  economic  development  related  to  forestry, 
protection  of  the  Cree  traditional  way  of  life,  partnership  in  the 
sharing  of  forestry  derived  financial  benefits. 

The  Minister  also  expressed  his  agreement  with  the  Grand  Chief's 
suggestion  that  negotiations  are  preferable  to  the  courts  to  resolve 
problems  and  that  the  court  challenges  need  not  be  pursued  vigorously  if 
there  is  progress  in  the  forthcoming  out-of-court  negotiations.  The 
process  is  to  last  until  March  31st,  1999  at  which  time  the  parties  will 
evaluate  the  results.  "We  would  like  to  resolve  this  out  of  court  but  we 
need  evidence  of  substantial  political  will  from  Quebec  to  change  the 
present  forestry  regime  and  attitude  toward  the  respect  for  Cree  rights," 
said  Grand  Chief  Dr.  CoonCome. 

The  Cree  chiefs  will  meet  to  discuss  the  letters  exchanged  in  order  to 
take  the  necessary  actions.  Grand  Chief  CoonCome  confirms  that:  "We  are 
ready  to  discuss  these  matters  with  Quebec  to  see  if  there  is  a way  to 
reconcile  forestry  development  with  the  requirements  of  the  Crees  for 
environmental  protection,  remediation  of  damages  and  protection  of  the 
Cree  way  of  life  and  the  Cree  right  to  benefit  and  dispose  of  the 
resources  of  our  traditional  territory  as  we  see  fit.  For  the  present  we 
have  decided  not  to  proceed  with  the  filing  of  our  request  to  the  courts 
for  an  interlocutory  injunction.  The  procedural  matters  concerning  the 
larger  question  and  the  basic  case  will  proceed." 

The  Cree  court  action  concerns  the  Cree  aboriginal,  treaty  and 
international  rights  to  pursue  their  traditional  way  of  life  over  the 
whole  extent  of  their  traditional  lands  without  interference  from  forestry 
development.  The  Cree  claim  concerns  damages  that  have  been  experienced 
by  the  Crees  to  date  as  a result  of  inappropriate  and  illegal  forestry 
activities.  It  also  concerns  the  application  of  environmental  protection 
to  forestry  development.  The  Crees  claim  that  the  Quebec  legal  framework 
for  the  conduct  of  forestry  activities  in  the  Territory  is  in  breach  of 
the  Cree  rights  in  the  Dames  Bay  and  Northern  Quebec  Agreement  and  other 
legal  instruments. 

The  relief  asked  for  is  a declaratory  statement  of  Cree  rights  in  the 
area  of  forestry,  and  a declaration  that  Quebec  has  breached  the  Dames  Bay 
and  Northern  Quebec  Agreement,  the  Forest  Act,  the  Act  Respecting  Lands  in 
the  Public  Domain,  and  the  Environmental  Quality  Act.  In  addition  it  is 


asked  that  Quebec  legislation  concerning  the  CAAFs  (Contrats  d ' Amenagement 
et  d ' Approvisionnement  Forestier  - Forest  Allotment  Contracts)  be  declared 
unconstitutional  in  Eeyou  Istchee. 

In  addition  it  is  asked  that  orders  be  granted  against  certain  forestry 
companies  from  continuing  their  cutting  on  Eeyou  Istchee. 

The  Plaintiffs  include  the  Chiefs  of  the  nine  Cree  communities,  the 
Grand  Chief,  the  Deputy  Grand  Chief,  the  Cree  Trappers  Association  and  its 
president,  Mr.  Edward  Gilpin  and  280  hunters  and  trappers  from  the  Cree 
territory,  Eeyou  Istchee. 

"In  the  future  we  would  prefer  it  if  the  media  would  call  us  to  get  our 
side  of  the  story",  stated  Bill  Namagoose  Executive  Director  of  the  Grand 
Council/Cree  Regional  Authority. 

For  further  information:  Bill  Namagoose,  (613)  725-7024  or 
(514)  397-1433;  Grand  Chief  CoonCome,  (418)  923-3253;  Brian  Craik, 

(613)  761-1655  or  724-1097 

GRAND  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CREES  (EEYOU  ASTCHEE)  has  4 releases  in  this  database. 
Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.innu.ca 
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"RE : Cree  Negotiate  with  Quebec"  

Date:  Sat,  17  Oct  1998  14:48:07  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Quebec  Cree  negotiate  with  Quebec  over  Forestry 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
CREE  HOPE  TALKS  WILL  REMOVE  NEED  FOR  COURT  ACTION 
Canadian  Press,  October  9,  1998 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or 
context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

NEMASKA,  Que.  (CP)  - Quebec  Cree  said  Thursday  they  are  ready  to  resume 
talks  with  the  Quebec  government  in  the  hopes  of  reaching  an  out-of-court 
agreement  on  forestry  development. 

In  a show  of  good  faith,  they  have  decided  not  to  proceed  with  a request 
for  a temporary  injunction  halting  logging  in  their  territory.  But  they 
have  not  dropped  a larger  court  action  that  concerns  Cree  aboriginal  rights 
and  damage  claims  for  illegal  forestry  activities,  their  leaders  said 
Thursday. 

An  earlier  report  said  the  Cree  had  shelved  their  $700-million  lawsuit, 
launched  in  Duly.  The  suit  argues  there  has  been  a breach  of  the  1975  lames 
Bay  and  Northern  Quebec  Agreement. 

"We  would  like  to  resolve  this  out  of  court  but  we  need  evidence  of 
substantial  political  will  from  Quebec  to  change  the  present  forestry 
regime  and  attitude  toward  the  respect  for  Cree  rights,"  Grand  Chief 
Matthew  CoonCome  said  in  a statement  Thursday. 

Cree  chiefs  will  meet  to  discuss  a proposed  agenda  for  the  discussions 
that  was  presented  earlier  this  week  by  Guy  Chevrette,  Quebec's  natural 
resources  minister. 

Chevrette  agrees  to  negotiate  on  Cree  issues  such  as  forest  allotments  for 
their  communities,  a joint  land-use  plan,  a moratorium  on  new  cutting  areas 
and  a review  of  Quebec's  forestry  laws  and  regulations,  the  statement  said. 

Chevrette  also  agrees  with  CoonCome  "that  negotiations  are  preferable  to 
the  courts  to  resolve  problems  and  that  the  court  challenges  need  not  be 
pursued  vigorously  if  there  is  progress  in  the  forthcoming  out-of-court 
negotiations . " 

The  proposed  talks  would  last  until  March  31,  1999  at  which  time  the 
parties  would  evaluate  the  results. 

"We  are  ready  to  discuss  these  matters  with  Quebec  to  see  if  there  is  a 
way  to  reconcile  forestry  development  with  the  requirements  of  the  Crees 
for  environmental  protection,  remediation  of  damages  and  protection  of  the 


Cnee  way  of  life  and  the  Cree  right  to  benefit  and  dispose  of  the  resources 
of  our  traditional  territory  as  we  see  fit,"  CoonCome  said. 

"For  the  present  we  have  decided  not  to  proceed  with  the  filing  of  our 
request  to  the  courts  for  an  interlocutory  injunction.  The  procedural 
matters  concerning  the  larger  question  and  the  basic  case  will  proceed." 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Coeur  d'Alene  Control  Lake"  

Date:  Sat,  24  Oct  1998  17:35:33  -0700 
From:  Tom  Schlosser  <tschloss@Counsel.COM> 

Subj : Coeur  d'Alene  control  of  its  lake 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Judge  backs  tribe's  claim  to  Lake  CdA  Rejects  state's  effort  to  bar 
native  control  over  the  lower  third 
Ken  Olsen  - The  Spokesman-Review 

Coeur  d'Alene  _ Step  aside  for  the  Coeur  d'Alene  Tribe. 

A federal  judge  Thursday  rejected  Idaho's  attempt  to  stop  the  Coeur 
d'Alene  Tribe  from  controlling  the  lower  third  of  Lake  Coeur  d'Alene.  The 
state  had  asked  for  the  injunction  while  it  appeals  a recent  legal 
decision  granting  title  of  that  water  to  the  tribe. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Edward  Lodge's  ruling  gives  the  tribe  clear  right  to 
control  the  southern  third  of  Lake  Coeur  d'Alene  and  the  lower  20  miles  of 
the  St.  Joe  River  during  the  two  years  it  is  expected  to  take  for  the  9th 
U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  to  rule.  That  means  in  the  interim,  the 
tribe  clearly  will  be  issuing  dock  permits  and  making  many  other 
management  decisions. 

The  decision  came  on  the  eve  of  today's  tribal  holiday  --  Water  Potato 
Day  --  celebrating  one  of  the  most  important  traditional  foods  the  Coeur 
d'Alenes  took  from  the  lake.  Water  potatoes  even  became  evidence  during 
last  year's  trial  and  were  cited  by  Lodge  in  his  July  decision  in  favor  of 
the  tribe. 

Neither  side  could  be  reached  for  comment. 

When  it  asked  for  an  injunction  in  September,  the  state  said  it  feared 
problems  with  the  300  dock  permits  and  leases  for  float  homes  and  marinas 
if  the  Coeur  d'Alenes  took  control.  Simultaneously  it  offered  to  allow  the 
tribe  allow  the  tribe  to  veto  any  new  permits  and  leases  while  the  appeal 
works  its  way  through  the  courts. 

No  need.  Lodge  ruled.  There's  no  evidence  anyone  will  be  harmed  by 
tribal  ownership.  Nothing  points  toward  the  tribe  making  changes  in 
existing  leases  or  permits.  Lodge  wrote. 

"Speculative  injury  does  not  constitute  irreparable  injury,"  he  added. 

Lodge  also  dismissed  the  state's  argument  that  returning  the  area  to  the 
tribe  conflicted  with  earlier  rulings  by  the  appeals  court. 

"There  is  compelling  evidence  to  demonstrate  the  federal  government's 
intent  to  reserve  the  disputed  submerged  lands"  (for  the  tribe).  Lodge 
wrote.  He  was  referring  to  an  1873  executive  order  issued  by  President 
Ulysses  S.  Grant  granting  the  lake  to  the  tribe. 

In  addition,  it's  clear  Congress  was  aware  that  Grant  wanted  the  tribe 
to  have  the  lake  when  it  later  ratified  the  treaty.  Lodge  said. 

Ken  Olsen  can  be  reached  at  (208)  765-7130 
or  by  e-mail  at  keno@spokesman.com 


"RE : Big  Mountain  Elders  Inspire  Local  Activists"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Oct  1998  06:28:44  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  <isco@efn.org> 

Subj : ISCO:  A New  Group  Looks  Ahead 

Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  Looks  Ahead 
Big  Mountain  Elders  Inspire  Local  Activists 
by  Beth  Newberry 

Dine'h  (Navajo)  Elders  bravely  faced  a deadline  March  31,  1997  to  give  up 
their  rights  and  sign  leases  or  relocation  contracts.  Many  Dine'h  from 
the  Black  Mesa  area  refused  to  sign  either.  A new  group.  Indigenous 
Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  formed  a year  later,  inspired  by  these  Elders. 
The  first  thing  we  did  was  protest  the  anniversary  of  the  so-called 
"deadline"  with  banners  and  petitions  at  the  University  of  Oregon.  The 
Dine'h  resisters  are  still  threatened  with  forced  removal  by  February  2000. 

Most  of  the  activists  of  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  stayed  at 
Dine'h  homes  to  help  with  chores  as  witnesses  of  the  1997  "deadline".  Now, 
ISCO  seeks  to  be  proactive  with  our  vision  for  the  future.  While  other 
groups  reacted  by  mobilizing  for  another  government-imposed  ultimatum  only 
to  burn-out,  ISCO  looks  beyond  to  visualize  our  common  survival  so  we  can 
manifest  and  look  forward  to  our  successes. 

With  the  hoopla  about  the  millennium  and  concern  for  our  future,  popular 
culture  suspects  our  own  "deadline"  is  nearing  while  the  entertainment 
industry  exploits  our  growing  fear.  Rather  than  feeding  the  frenzy,  ISCO 
faces  our  challenges  with  optimism.  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon 
is  broadening  our  commitment  to  other  First  Nations  environmental 
struggles  including  local  issues  as  well  as  the  Dine'h  resistance  at  Black 
Mesa,  Arizona.  ISCO  is  also  expanding  into  a state-wide  non-profit  group. 

A fall  caravan  bringing  Dine'h  families  food  and  winter  supplies  will 
leave  Oregon  around  Thanksgiving.  ISCO  is  bringing  wood  and  wood  cutting 
tools  and  winter  supplies  to  Dine'h  families.  Winter  is  often  harsh  in 
the  high-altitude  desert  where  families  are  forbidden  to  repair  their 
one-room  dirt  floor  hogans.  Work  crews  bringing  wood  for  the  Elders' 
stoves  help  with  their  cooking  and  heating  as  snow  piles  outside  around 
Peabody  Coal's  strip  mine  and  slurry  line  nearby. 

ISCO  is  planning  future  projects  with  Black  Mesa  Permaculture  Project  and 
Traditional  Support  Caravan  of  Colorado,  who  are  creating  vital  gardens 
with  Dine'h  residents  and  restoring  water  delivery  systems  destroyed  by 
coal  strip  mining.  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  sees  our  primary 
role  as  easing  their  hardship  and  affirming  Dine'h  survival  by  supporting 
their  self-sufficiency  while  they  find  their  own  political  solutions. 

Under  ISCO's  umbrella  the  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  of  Eugene  rallies 
for  the  release  of  this  American  Indian  political  prisoner  and  Senate 
hearings  on  his  case,  AIM  and  the  FBI  at  Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  in  the 
1970' s.  Letter  writing  campaigns  also  demand  outside  medical  care  for 
Peltier,  who  is  in  pain  and  at  risk  of  treatment  in  the  prison  system. 

Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  is  looking  for  office  space  and 
can  be  contacted  at  PO  Box  11715,  Eugene,  OR  97440  or  isco@efn.org, 
lpsg@efn.org  or  bigmnt@efn.org  or  by  calling  (541)  607-7064. 

"RE;  Brief  Flash  on  Situation  in  NE  Arizona"  
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From:  Condor952@aol.com 

Date:  Fri,  23  Oct  1998  19:54:25  EDT 

To:  redorman@theofficenet . com 

Subject:  Subj:  Situation:  NE  Big  Mtn.  Send  out  ASAP!! 

X-Mailer:  AOL  3.0  16-bit  for  Windows  sub  38 


Brief  Flash  on  Situation  in  NE  Arizona: 

Greetings  Everyone, 

My  visit  to  the  Northwestern  region  of  HPL  in  the  Red  Willow 
Springs  and  Cactus  Valley  area  revealed  still  much  hardship  and  fear 
among  the  residents.  The  BIA  has  continued  to  conduct  adjudication  of  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  (policies  allowing  resistors  to  remain)  guidelines 
by  pushing  to  have  AA  signers  give-up  the  excess  animals  to  be  shipped  off 
the  reservation.  This  was  very  disturbing  to  one  family  that  I happened  to 
visit  and  the  BIA  personnel  were  just  on  the  scene  that  early  morning  of 
Oct.  16th. 

This  traditional  family's  peaceful  breakfast  was  disturbed  by  the 
several  BIA/Hopi  Range  Technician  vehicles  that  drove  up  around  7:30  AM. 
These  government  personnel  spoke  only  in  English  and  were  some  how  able  to 
get  their  message  across  that  they  were  there  to  take  their  animals  some 
250  miles  from  this  family's  home.  The  elder  mother  confronted  them  and 
said.  Why  can't  they  bring  someone  who  spoke  Dineh?  Something  she  had 
requested  before.  The  mother  tried  to  tell  them,  "It  is  difficult  today 
because  of  the  snowy  weather  and  cattle  are  hard  to  spot  in  such  weather." 
She  continued  to  insist  that  she  had  written  a two  page  letter  to  The  Hopi 
Lands  Operation  Office  and  had  stated  that  she  will  not  allow  any  of  her 
animals  taken  so  suddenly.  The  BIA  personnel  said  they  brought 
stock-trailers  and  they  are  ready  to  haul  that  day.  The  mother,  Mayze 
Katenay  Begay,  try  to  tell  her  family  not  to  take  action  upon  the  BIA 
request,  but  her  husband,  son,  and  daughter  went  ahead  and  saddle  up  their 
horses  and  left  into  the  windy,  cold  and  snowy  canyon  lands. 

Later,  the  BIA  returned  and  said  because  of  the  weather  they  will 
returned  Thursday,  Oct.  22nd  and  for  her  to  make  sure  the  cattle  are  ready 
to  be  hauled  off.  They  left  a 20  foot  stock  trailer  in  front  of  the  sheep 
corral  and  left.  She  was  so  angered  and  disturbed  so,  she  ask  me  to 
scribble  a message  on  the  trailer  so  I did.  I asked  the  BIA  not  to  take  it 
upon  the  family  and  that  I personally  wrote  on  the  trailer.  I will  be 
leaving  this  afternoon  to  check  on  what  was  the  outcome. 

There  is  plenty  more  happening  and  I hope  to  write  something  more 
informative  upon  my  return.  Also,  I asked  if  any  supporters  who  are  in 
touch  with  other  representative  from  Big  Mtn.  or  other  areas  of  HPL  to 
inquire  to  them  to  go  out  there  and  beginning  informing  you  about  other 
government  activities.  Personally,  I feel  that  the  more  input  we  can  get 
from  other  Dineh  Coordinators,  (native  of  HPL)  there  can  be  a lot  more 
flow  of  updated  statuses.  What  supporters  should  try  to  take  note  of  about 
information  that  comes  from  your  Dineh  contacts  on  the  land  is  that  whats 
most  important  to  hear  about  are  the  BIA  activities,  and  recent  BIA  Tribal 
Council  official  activities.  We  all  should  begin  to  understand  that  these 
traditional  elders'  resistance  could  become  more  intense  and  will  require 
more  monitoring  by  American  and  World  communities. 

Myself,  I'm  overwhelmed  with  my  studies  here  at  Northern  Ariz. 

Univ.  and  trying  my  best  to  keep  the  concerned  folks  aware  about  the 
continued  harassments  and  the  intimidations  perpetrated  by  the  BIA  and 
their  On-the-Land  Agents.  Next  time  I like  to  put  together  more 
information  and  try  to  relay  some  words  from  some  of  the  resistors, and  as 
well  as  my  views  of  the  situation. 

Thank  You  for  your  continued  and  vital  support,  and  the  Prayers 
that  is  said  for  the  traditional  elders  who  are  trying  to  Save  Humanity. 

To  All  My  Relations,  Bahe 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 
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ORIGINALLY  PUBLISHED  IN  SPANISH  IN  MEXICO 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  SPANISH  BY  irlandesa 
FOR  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Following  is  the  final  document  of  the  second 
National  Indigenous  Congress, 
held  from  October  9 to  12,  1998,  in  Mexico. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MESICO:  NATIONAL  INDIGENOUS  CONGRESS 
Second  session 

The  indigenous  peoples,  communities  and  organizations  of  the  country, 
uniting  our  voices,  minds  and  hearts  as  one,  as  our  parents  and 
grandparents  taught  us,  whom  we  honor  today,  as  always,  and  joined  once 
more  in  this  our  house  which  is  the  Second  National  Indigenous  Congress, 
raise  our  word  in  order  to  solemnly  proclaim  this: 

SECOND  DECLARATION 

NEVER  AGAIN  A MEXICO  WITHOUT  US 

FOR  THE  COMPREHENSIVE  REBUILDING  OF  OUR  PEOPLES 

CONSIDERING: 

FIRST  - That  our  true  peoples  have  for  centuries  been  excluded, 
suppressed  and  dominated  by  those  who  have  taken  over  the  Patria, 
and  in  response  to  the  impossibility  of  exterminating  us,  because  of  the 
vitality  of  our  cultures,  the  owners  of  the  false  power  have  tried  to 
destroy  us  through  deceptions,  manipulations  and  attempts  at  co-optation; 
they  try  to  divide  us  at  all  costs;  they  are  determined  to  make  us 
believe  that  we  are  of  the  past;  they  intend  to  condemn  us  to  the 
forgetting,  the  silence,  the  weariness  or  the  slow  agony  of  cultural 
disintegration,  and  they  anxiously  await  the  moment  they  may  convert  us 
into  architectural  ruins  or  old  pieces  in  a museum,  or  better,  cynically 
consume  our  decomposing  remains. 

SECOND  - That,  despite  the  attempts  they  have  made  to  destroy  us,  and 
despite  the  disaster  to  which  some  have  wanted  to  drag  our  Nation,  our 
cultures,  expressions,  regulatory  systems  and  forms  of  life,  organization 
and  display  have  survived  and  remain  alive,  creative  and  full  of  energy, 
but  the  effects  of  that  neoliberal  project,  which  sinks  its  sharpened 
teeth  into  our  flesh  and  injects  its  fatal  globalizing  and  exclusionary 
venom,  must  be  ever  more  urgently  overcome. 

THIRD  - That  the  official  policy,  faithful  successor  to  the  old  colonial 
policies  of  extermination,  tries  to  divide  us  more,  to  take  us  to  a war 
between  brothers,  and  to  stop  the  historic  march  of  our  peoples;  it 
refuses  to  carry  out  its  word  given  in  the  signing  of  the  San  Andres 
Accords;  it  refuses  to  recognize  our  existence,  our  differentness  and 
our  collective  rights;  it  refuses  to  assume  we  are  peoples  with  history, 
with  roots  and  with  heart. 

WE  DECLARE: 

FIRST  - That  we  assume,  with  full  consciousness,  responsibility  and  deep 
determination,  the  historic  task  which  is  ours  to  foster,  with  all  our  means, 
the  COMPREHENSIVE  REBUILDING  OF  OUR  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES; 

social,  economic,  political,  cultural  and  spiritual  rebuilding  of  our  peoples 
and  cultures.  For  this,  we  must  open  spaces  which  make  and  strengthen 
us  as  people  and  which  fill  us  with  life: 

At  the  community  and  regional  level:  because  there  we  were  born  and 
we  were  formed  in  the  principles  of  life  which  our  elders  bequeathed  us; 


we  make  ourselves  community;  we  make  ourselves  respect;  we  make 
ourselves  source  and  spring  of  our  peoples.  It  will  be  these  spaces 
where  we  will  have  to  build,  day  by  day,  the  autonomy  for  which  we  all 
yearn . 

At  the  state  and  national  level:  Because  there  we  are  creative  word,  we 
are  project,  we  are  an  immense  net  which  allows  us  to  relate  with  each 
other  and  interact,  we  are  the  tributaries  of  the  great  river  of  hope  of 
our  peoples  and  of  the  entire  Patria;  this  Patria  which  will  never  end  as 
long  as  we  are  alive.  This  is  the  space  where  we  join  together,  where  we 
are  one,  where  we  are  Congress. 

On  the  international  level:  because  the  creative  dignity,  the  purposeful 
construction,  the  opening  to  others  and  to  all,  the  also  different,  are  the 
true  frontier  between  the  future  and  the  forgetting.  This  is  the  space 
where  we  are  hope  and  project  of  a new  humanity,  because  the  struggle  of 
our  peoples  is  not  against  one  particular  government,  but  rather  against 
a globalizing  system  which  is  trying  to  eliminate  us  from  the  planet. 

This  struggle  with  and  for  the  new  humanity  makes  us  brothers  between 
peoples . 

SECOND  - That  by  affirming  our  identity,  we  affirm  that  of  everyone; 
that  of  those  who,  with  great  hearts  and  sure  steps,  wish  to  build  a 
large  house  where  all  of  us  who  are  all  fit.  We  affirm  our  existence, 
standing  and  moving,  and  we  confirm  we  will  not  renounce  our  central 
struggle  for  autonomy,  for  exercising  our  right  to  the  free  self-determination 
of  our  peoples. 

We  will  not  let  die  - either  today  or  ever  - the  new  fire  which  has 
ignited  our  peoples  since  antiquity;  since  the  sun  was  born  from  the 
night  and  was  put  on  high  in  order  to  illuminate  the  paths  of  our 
peoples . 

THIRD  - We  ratify  that  the  San  Andres  Accords  are  our  word,  and  we 
will  not  desist  from  it.  We  ratify  that  the  initiative  of  constitutional 
reform,  proposed  by  the  Cocopa,  captures  the  most  essential  of  San 
Andres,  and  that  the  constitutional  recognition  of  our  full  collective 
rights  will  not  cease  to  be  the  central  focus  of  our  struggles  and 
concerns,  beyond  the  political  or  electoral  times.  Our  full  collective 
indigenous  rights  and  their  recognition  are  the  horizon  towards  which  we 
must  guide  the  steps  of  our  struggles  during  the  next  period;  the  next 
stage  of  our  history  to  travel;  the  stretch  which  follows  on  this  long 
path,  which  we  are  not  beginning,  because  we  are  only  walking  the  paths 
of  those  who  came  first,  those  who  saw  us  born,  those  who  placed  our  feet 
on  the  land.  For  this,  we  responsibly  and  actively  assume  our  task  of 
preparing,  fostering  and  carrying  out,  along  with  other  sectors  of 
society,  the  National  Consultation  called  by  the  EZLN,  for  the  Recognition 
of  the  Rights  of  the  Indian  Peoples  and  an  End  to  the  War  of  Extermination, 
because  it  is  our  rights  and  our  peoples  which  are  at  stake. 

For  all  the  previous,  we  make  the  following  Call: 

To  our  indigenous  peoples,  communities  and  organizations  in  the  entire 
country,  of  all  the  valleys,  plains,  places,  cities  and  mountains,  to 
put  in  their  minds  and  hearts,  this  our  word  which  we  proclaim  today,  and 
to  assume  with  commitment  and  with  one  single  heart  the  tasks  and  labors 
of  rebuilding,  which  belong  to  us  all. 

To  all  the  brothers  of  civil  society,  to  widen  your  hearts  more  and  to 
walk  with  us,  actively  and  creatively,  in  these  noble  and  important 
works  which  will  open  the  path  to  the  true  rebuilding  of  this  our  Patria, 
full  of  hope,  which  is  for  all. 

Proclaimed  from  the  Zocalo  of  Mexico  City,  Tenochtitlan 
October  12,  1998. 

NEVER  AGAIN  A MEXICO  WITHOUT  US!! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 

Ce-Acatl,  A.C. 

Ingenio  de  Zacatepec  134. 

Col.  Rinconada  Coapa,  Mexico  14330  D.F. 

Telephone  and  Fax:  (5)  594-7516 
E-mail:  ceacatl@laneta.apc.org 
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La  Dornada 
October  17,  1998 

TROOPS  AND  ARTILLERY  TOWARDS 
LOS  ALTOS  AND  THE  LACANDONA 
(Translated  by:  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS) 

Hermann  Bellinghausen,  correspondent 
Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  Chiapas 
October  16,  1998 

Without  any  official  confirmation  on  the  subject,  various  observers  in 
the  zone  - including  this  correspondent  - have  been  able  to  observe  an 
irrefutable  fact:  intensive  combat  troop  and  artillery  movements  are 
being  made  towards  the  conflict  zone. 

Continuous  convoys  are  leaving  this  city  towards  Los  Altos  region, 
where  dozens  of  Hummers  and  5-ton  trucks  are  carrying  hundreds  of  troops. 
Later,  these  convoys  are  returning  empty,  every  day. 

Between  yesterday  and  today  alone,  this  correspondent  saw  one  thousand 
federal  Army  troops  going  towards  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas,  and  at  least 
ten  long-range  bazookas,  similar  to  those  used  in  the  attacks  on  Chavajeval 
and  Union  Progreso,  some  months  ago. 

The  vehicular  military  traffic  is  clogging  the  PanAmerican  Highway, 
especially  along  the  Tuxtla  Gutierrez-Rancho  Nuevo  portion. 

At  the  same  time,  in  the  most  conflictive  spots  in  Los  Altos  and  the 
Selva  Lacandona,  deployments  and  reinforcements  of  troops  and  artillery  are 
continuous.  San  Quintin,  Taniperla,  La  Garrucha,  Guadalupe  Tepeyac, 
Altamirano  and  Ocosingo,  as  well  as  San  Andres,  Chenalho  and  Pantelho, 
are  the  scenes  of  this  mobilization. 

Meanwhile,  helicopter  and  plane  flights  are  continuing  over  the  zapatista 
communities  and  the  five  Aguascalientes . 

ALARMING  SIGNS 

Beneath  the  apparent  calm  on  the  horizon  following  the  elections,  a new 
level  of  institutional  violence  is  being  incubated.  At  least,  that  is  the 
indication  of  certain  signals  and  symptoms.  In  addition,  of  course,  to  the 
strengthening  of  the  military  encirclement  of  the  rebel  communities. 

The  election  results,  openly  celebrated  by  the  interim  and  substitute 
Governor,  Roberto  Albores  Guillen,  as  a personal  triumph,  have  tipped  the 
chiapaneco  municipal  geography  towards  a scheme  which  favors  the  PRI 
paramilitary  groups,  particularly  the  MIRA. 

As  is  well-known,  that  group  - supported  by  PRI  and  official  ARIC  leaders 
has  one  of  its  epicenters  in  the  Canada  of  Taniperla,  but  it  extends  to 
other  parts  of  Ocosingo,  Oxchuc,  Altamirano  and  the  areas  surrounding 
Chilon . 

It  was  just  these  four  municipalities,  currently  governed  by  the  PRD 
opposition,  which  were  returned  to  the  hands  of  the  PRI. 

With  voting  in  the  state  not  reaching  30%  of  those  eligible,  the  PRI 


regained  Sitala,  and  once  more  won  all  the  constitutional  municipalities 
of  the  tzotzil  region,  where  abstention  ranged  from  65%  to  80%,  and 
where  numerous  EZLN  support  bases  exist. 

Nonetheless,  the  PRI  did  not  recover  the  mayoralty  of  Tuxtla  Gutierrez, 
where  the  PRI  candidate  was  a friend  of  Albores,  and  who  received  the 
widest  journalistic  and  institutional  support  which  has  been  seen  in  years. 
The  tricolor  also  lost  the  municipalities  adjacent  to  the  capital,  all 
PAN:  Alcala,  Berriozabal  and  Suchiapa. 

This  did  not  keep  the  government  from  installing  a large  portrait  of 
Governor  Albores  on  the  outskirts  of  Chiapa  de  Corzo,  where  he  may  be 
seen  smiling  broadly,  almost  emphatically.  Next  to  him  are  noted  some 
statistics  of  the  achievements  of  his  administration,  of  less  than  one 
year.  Few  governors  have  given  such  emphasis  to  their  personal  presence 
as  the  state  executive.  He  is  also  the  first  in  years  to  state  that  he 
is  "winning." 

Simultaneously,  according  to  statements  by  indigenous  and  human  rights 
observers,  tension  within  the  communities,  and  the  activities  of  armed  and 
trained  groups  affiliated  with  the  PRI,  are  increasing. 

In  Taniperla  the  situation  is  exceptionally  serious.  Threats  against 
zapatista  and  PRD  families  are  constant.  Many  are  living  in  hiding  in 
the  mountains  in  order  to  save  their  lives.  Harassment  of  campesinos 
by  Public  Security  is  continuous. 

Two  observers  commented  separately  today  that  Taniperla  is  experiencing 
an  atmosphere  of  provocation  "very  similar"  to  that  which  was  going  on  in 
Chenalho  last  year,  during  the  paramilitary  offensive  which  caused 
10,000  people  to  flee  from  their  communities,  and  which  culminated  in 
the  Acteal  massacre.  The  municipalities  in  the  northern  zones  were  also 
won  by  the  PRI:  Huitiupan,  Simojovel,  Tila,  Sabanilla  and  Salto  de  Agua, 
places  where  Development,  Peace  and  Dustice  operates,  another  paramilitary 
organization . 

The  Albores'  jubilation  has  to  do,  perhaps,  with  this  territorial 
strengthening  of  the  counterinsurgency . All  the  municipalities 
encompassed  by  the  massive  federal  Army  occupation  were  won 
by  the  PRI.  The  paramilitaries  are  the  government.  It  will  not  be  the 
first  time  someone  in  Chiapas  decides  they  feel  like  it  is  the  moment 
to  act  "in  the  name  of  the  state  of  law." 

On  the  other  hand,  perhaps  in  anticipation  of  future  and  unsettling 
international  observers  in  the  region,  an  absolute  control  over  the 
entry  of  foreigners  has  been  established  in  the  chiapaneco  capital, 
at  the  airport  and  at  the  bus  stations.  Now,  in  all  the  arrival  and 
departure  terminals.  National  Migration  Institute  agents  are  found, 
carrying  lists  of  all  foreigners  arriving  and  departing  from  Tuxtla 
Gutierrez . 


NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS-  N.A.P.To  know  about  us  visit: 
http://www.nap.cuhm.mx/nap0.htm 

General  Director:  Roger  Maldonado  Director  Europe:  Darrin  Wood 
Coordinator:  USA-Mexico-Europe:  Susana  Saravia  (Anibarro) 
Correspondent  and  Advisor:  Guillermo  Michel  (Mexico) 
Correspondents  and  translation:  irlandesa  (USA)  and 
Maria  Elena  Hope  (Mexico)  Board  of  Directors:  Mexico 
*When  reproducing  NAP's  translations;  please  give  credit* 
e-mails:  amanecer@aa.net  and  amanecer@cuhm.mx 

"RE : Please  Help  Western  Shoshone"  

Date:  Fri,  23  Oct  1998  18:17:15  -0700 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Subj : Please  help  Western  Shoshone!! 

UUCP  email 


Attached  is  another  example  of  the  US  Government  continuing  their  legacy 
of  genocide.  Please  do  what  you  can  to  help  stop  this!! 

For  Environmental  Dustice, 


Molly 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F Street 
Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http : //earth runner . com/saveward valley 

www. ctaz . com/~swvl 

http : //banwaste . envirolink.org 

www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

www.greenaction.org 

Date:  Fri.,  9 Oct  1998  18:38:05  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  IAN  D ZABARTE  <<zabarte@nevada . edu> 

Subj : European  Parliament  vs.  United  States  re:  W.  Shoshone  (fwd) 

The  Western  Shoshone  people  of  the  Great  Basin  need  your  help.  The 
Shoshone  tradition  of  freedom  is  being  destroyed  by  the  US  through  the 
creation  of  a legal  fiction  perpetrated  by  the  US,  and  carried  out  by  its 
agencies  and  agents.  Your  help  to  draw  attention  and  awareness  to  this 
American  crisis  is  necessary.  Send  Letters  supporting  the  Western  Shoshone 
National  Council's  request  to  engage  in  formal  diplomatic  relations  to: 
Secretary  of  State 
Madeleine  K.  Albright 
2201  C Street,  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20520 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State 
3ohn  Shattuck 

Bureau  of  Democracy,  Human  Rights  and  Labor 
2201  C Street,  N.  W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20520 

Your  help  in  ending  US  aggression  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Ian  D.  Zabarte 
P.O.  Box  210 
Indian  Springs,  NV 
NEWE  SOGOBIA  89018 
III  III 
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"In  peace  and  friendship." 

Subj:  European  Parliament  vs.  US  re:  W.  Shoshone 

This  letter  is  regarding  the  long-standing  conflict  between  the  Western 
Shoshone  Nation  and  the  U.S.  sent  to  U.S.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  B. 
Babbitt,  some  months  ago. 

EUROPEAN  PARLIAMENT 
Depute  au  Parlement  Europeen 
Brussels,  24.2.1998 

Secretary  of  the  Interior 

The  Honorable  Mr.  Bruce  Babbitt 

U.S.  Department  of  Interior 

18th  and  C St,  NW 

Washington  D.C.  20240 

USA 

Fax:  1-202-208-7251 


Dear  Mr.  Babbitt, 

We  are  writing  to  you  in  order  to  share  our  concerns  regarding  the 
struggle  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  for  justice  within  your  country. 
According  to  information  we  received,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM) 
has  again  accused  Western  Shoshone  ranchers  of  being  in  trespass  by  having 
grazed  livestock  on  public  lands  without  authorization.  Consequently,  the 
BLM  has  once  again  announced  that  it  will  confiscate  Western  Shoshone 
livestock,  and  has  demanded  payment  of  grazing  fees  of  about  one  million  $ 
US  in  total.  The  Shoshone  settlements  in  question  are  Southfolk,  Wells, 
Odgers  Ranch  and  the  Dann  Ranch.  As  you  are  probably  aware,  the  case  of 
Carrie  and  Mary  Dann  -both  alternative  Nobel  Prize  winners-  and  the 
situation  of  the  whole  Western  Shoshone  Nation  received  considerable 
public  attention  in  Europe  during  the  years  1992  and  1993.  Members  of  the 
European  Parliament  working  on  human  rights  issues  dealt  as  well  with  this 
case  during  that  time.  The  topic  was  raised  several  times  in  meetings 
between  US  Parliamentarians  and  Members  of  the  Europe  Parliament  within 
the  framework  of  the  Delegation  for  the  Relations  with  the  United  States. 
Furthermore,  Members  of  the  European  Parliament  had  first  hand  experience 
in  the  case  through  our  former  colleague  Dr.  Dieter  Rogalla,  then  vice- 
president  of  the  Legal  Affairs  Committee  of  the  European  Parliament.  Dr. 
Rogalla  visited  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  in  1993  in  order  to  personally 
study  the  situation  regarding  human  rights  and  legal  implications, 
publishing  his  findings  in  a widespread  report.  In  his  report,  he 
addresses  legal  inconsistencies  in  regard  to  U.S.  court  decision  which 
concluded  that  the  Western  Shoshone  people  had  lost  their  land  rights 
(legal  fiction)  and  resulting  in  the  official  assumption  of  United  States 
agencies  that  Shoshone  cattle  is  partly  grazing  on  public  lands  which 
would  oblige  the  Shoshone  ranchers  to  pay  grazing  fees  to  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  (BLM). 

On  the  basis  of  our  analysis  the  legal  aspects  of  the  Western  Shoshone 
case  are  as  follows:  The  territory  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  was 
officially  defined  in  the  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley,  which  was  concluded  with 
the  US  government  in  1863.  According  of  the  treaty,  the  territory  includes 
2/3  of  the  State  of  Nevada  and  portions  of  California,  Idaho  and  Utah. 

This  treaty  is  not  a treaty  of  cession  but  of  peace  and  friendship, 
granting  from  a reservoir  of  right  to  the  United  States  safe  passage 
through  Shoshone  Territory,  allowing  the  establishment  of  mining  and 
agricultural  settlements,  railway  construction  and  the  safe  operation  of 
mail  and  telegraph  services  within  Western  Shoshone  Territory.  The  Western 
Shoshone  Nation  furthermore  agreed  to  eventually  abandon  their  life  as 
hunters  and  gatherers  in  order  to  become  farmers  and  herdsmen  on  their 
lands.  The  treaty  also  refers  to  the  possible  creation  of  reservations, 
which  was  clearly  neglected  by  the  United  States,  but  nowhere  does  it 
mention  the  cession  and  surrender  of  Shoshone  land  rights  or  an  agreement 
that  the  Western  Shoshone  cannot  make  use  of  their  lands  anymore  outside 
reservations  or  in  any  other  part  of  their  defined  territory.  Western 
Shoshone  Territory  today  consists  of  reservations,  communities  without 
reservation  status  and  ranches  scattered  over  their  vast  territory. 
Therefore,  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  as  a whole  is  not  represented  by 
Tribal  Councils  which  can  only  speak  for  their  specific  reservations. 
Tribal  Councils  have  been  established  by  domestic  US-law,  the  Indian 
Reorganization  Act  (IRA)  of  1934,  to  replace  the  tradition  leadership  of 
Indian  nations.  However,  with  regard  to  the  special  situation  of  the 
Western  Shoshone,  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  forms  their  unique 
representative  body,  where  delegates  of  all  communities,  reservations  and 
organizations  can  participate  in  the  decision-making  process. 1)  In  spite 
of  the  unchallenged  validity  of  the  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley,  various  U.S. 
domestic  legislative  acts  unilaterally  claimed  that  today  almost  90%  of 
Western  Shoshone  lands  and  resources  gradually  came  under  the  control  of 
the  U.S,  Department  of  Interior  and  its  branches,  such  as  the  BLM,  or  the 
Department  of  Energy  (the  Nevada  Test  Site  was  established  in  1951  on 
Western  Shoshone  Territory) . However,  these  acts  still  did  not  cede 
property,  sovereignty  or  treaty  rights  to  the  United  States.  This  legally 
inconsistent  situation  not  only  occurred  among  the  Western  Shoshone  but 
also  among  other  Indian  Nations  within  US  borders.  Thus,  in  1946  the 


Indian  Claims  Act  was  ratified  to  resolve  Indian  claims  to  lands  taken  by 
the  USA.  The  Indian  Claims  Commission  (ICC)  was  founded  to  handle  these 
claims  by  compensation  only  and  thus  finally  legalizing  the  loss  of  land 
and  treaty  rights.  In  this  context  it  has  to  be  noted  that  due  to  their 
status  as  wards,  Indian  Nations  had  no  free  choice  of  legal  representation. 
Instead,  contracts  with  lawyers  were  arranged  and  controlled  by  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  until  1968.  In  this  manner,  the  BIA  in  1947 
arranged  a contract  between  a Washington  law  firm  and  only  one  of  die 
Western  Shoshone  bands,  namely  the  Temoak  Band,  in  order  to  file  a 
petition  in  the  Indian  Claims  Commission  to  solve  the  issue  of  their  land 
rights  as  guaranteed  in  the  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley.  With  this  contract,  the 
Temoak  Band  became  the  sole  representative  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation, 
of  which  it  only  was  a small  portion.  This  procedure  was  never  authorized 
by  the  Western  Shoshone  as  whole,  who  on  the  contrary  tried  to  stop  the 
lawsuit.  Their  effort  to  stop  the  proceedings  and  dismiss  the  Washington 
claims  attorneys  were  denied  by  the  Claims  Commission  and  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Interior  itself.  However,  as  a result  of  the  Temoak  petition 
to  Indian  Claims  Commission,  the  Western  Shoshone  were  meant  to  be 
compensated  against  their  will  for  land  they  allegedly  lost  in  1872.  For 
the  valuation  of  the  land  the  ICC  and  the  claims  attorneys  stipulated  a 
fictitious  date  of  taking  by  "gradual  encroachment"  (1872).  This  Argument 
is  disproved  by  the  fact  that  90%  of  Western  Shoshone  Territory  is 
officially  regard  "public  land"  and  is  not  in  private  non-indian  hands. 
Despite  these  facts,  in  1979,  the  Court  of  Claims  awarded  $26  Million  U.S. 
for  the  taking  of  Western  Shoshone  land,  but  more  than  80%  of  the  Western 
Shoshone  voted  against  accepting  e money  which  still  remains  in  the  U.S. 
treasury.  In  December  1991,  the  9th  Circuit  Court  even  ruled  that  the 
claims  award,  which  the  Shoshone  never  accepted,  has  also  extinguished 
subsistence  rights  like  the  right  to  hunt,  fish  and  gather.  On  grounds  of 
the  findings  by  the  Indian  Claims  Commission,  whose  procedure  can 
certainly  be  regarded  as  questionable  and  subsequent  rulings  of  U.S. 

Courts  based  on  the  ICC  decisions,  the  BLM  feels  authorized  to  label 
Western  Shoshone  cattle  ranching  on  their  own  lands  as  "unauthorized 
livestock  grazing  on  public  lands"  and  thus  considers  the  payment  of 
grazing  fees  a just  obligation  for  Western  Shoshone  ranchers  and  herdsmen. 
However,  the  legal  inconsistencies  of  the  case  elaborate  further:  In  the 
course  of  the  Claim  proceedings  another  case  o Western  Shoshone  land 
rights  emerged.  Mary  and  Carrie  Dann,  members  of  an  extended  Western 
Shoshone  family  called  the  Dann  Band  and  Alternative  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  winners,  have  their  ranch  in  Crescent  Valley  in  the  heart  of  Western 
Shoshone  Territory.  In  1973,  they  were  approached  by  the  BLM  to  apply  for 
grazing  permits  and  to  pay  grazing  fees.  They  argued  that  their  cattle  is 
grazing  on  Western  Shoshone  land,  yet  they  were  sued  for  trespassing  in 
1974  - a case  which  is  known  as  "USA  vs.  Dann".  In  April  1980  the  Federal 
District  Court  of  Nevada  ruled  that  the  Dann  still  own  the  land  when  they 
were  sued  for  trespass,  but  that  they  lost  it  in  December  1979  due  to  the 
Claim  award  - which  they  never  accepted.  However,  from  now  on  it  is 
presumed  in  the  proceedings  that  the  award  extinguished  Western  Shoshone 
land  rights.  When  this  case  reached  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Danns  argued 
that  the  United  States  would  lack  proof  that  they  legally  obtained  title 
to  Western  Shoshone  lands  - which  even  the  Indian  Claims  Commission  only 
could  justify  by  assuming  "gradual  encroachment"  on  their  lands.  However, 
the  9 Circuit  Court  argued  that  "payment  of  the  award  established 
conclusively  that  a taking  occurred"  - thereby  again  ignoring  the  fact 
that  the  money  still  rest  in  the  U.S.  treasury.  The  court  even  ruled  that 
the  Danns  are  banned  from  raising  the  issue  of  the  title  to  their  lands. 

At  the  same  time,  the  decision  allows  the  Danns  to  graze  only  21  head  of 
cattle.  According  to  a study  on  land  use,  already  in  the  1970s  a ranch 
with  less  than  500  head  of  cattle  could  hardly  exist  in  Nevada.  Getting 
personally  acquainted  with  the  land  rights-  and  treaty  Situation  in 
Western  Shoshone  Territory,  Dr.  Rogalla  concluded  that  the  Western 
Shoshone  are  in  danger  of  losing  their  self-sufficiency  and  subsistence, 
to  become  in  stead  a people  without  a and  base  and  thus  dependent  on 
welfare.  In  the  meantime,  the  case  of  the  Western  Shoshone  also  received 
international  attention  and  has  become  widely  known  within  those  United 


Nations  bodies  dealing  with  Indigenous  issues  and  human  rights.  In  his 
"Study  on  treaties,  agreements  and  other  constructive  agreements  between 
States  and  indigenous  populations"  (UN  Document  E/CN. 4/Sub. 2/1992/32),  the 
Special  Rapporteur,  Dr.  Miguel  Alfonso  Martinez,  raised  the  issue  of 
violations  of  Western  Shoshone  treaty  rights  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
Indian  Claims  Commission  (first  progress  report).  He  subsequently 
concluded,  "The  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley  (1863,  18  Stat.  689)  between  the 
Western  Shoshone  Nation  and  the  United  States  continues  to  be  abrogated  by 
actions  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Land  Management".  (Third  progress 
report;  UN  Document  E/CN. 4/Sub. 2/1996/23)  UN  Special  Rapporteur  Erica- 
Irene  Daes  also  referred  to  the  case  of  the  Western  Shoshone  in  the 
framework  of  her  "Preliminary  working  paper  Indigenous  Peoples  and  their 
relationship  to  land"  UN  Document  E/CN-4/Sub,  1997/17,  20  Dune  1997).  She 
analyses  the  case  as  follows;  "A  particular  problem  that  has  been 
repeatedly  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights  and 
the  Subcommission  is  the  use  or  misuse  of  claim  procedures  to  deprive 
indigenous  peoples  of  their  rights  or  their  claimed  rights  to  land 

resources When  such  claims  are  taken  to  conclusion  and  award  of 

compensation  is  made,  the  payment  of  the  award  effectively  extinguishes 
the  indigenous  title  to  the  land  in  question.  This  has  occurred  even  in 
situations  where  the  Indian  nation  or  tribe  is  still  in  possession  of  the 
land.  Thus,  these  "claims"  processes  are  actually  continuing  to  deprive 
Indians  of  their  lands.  The  problems  created  by  fraudulent  and  improper 
claims  are  aggravated  by  de  lack  of  proper  legal  procedures  in  the  claim 
process.  Processes  such  as  that  of  the  now  defunct  Indian  Claims 
Commission  in  the  United  States  did  not  ensure  that  claimants  had  proper 
authority  to  act  for  the  tribe  concerned.  Procedures  did  not  give  the 
tribes  concerned  proper  notice  or  opportunity  to  be  heard.  The  Commission 
in  more  than  one  case  permitted  lawyers  to  act  in  direct  opposition  to 
their  nominal  client  tribes  and  even  permitted  lawyers  to  carry  on  money 
compensation  claims  after  the  claimant  tribes  had  dismissed  the  lawyer  in 
an  effort  to  stop  the  claim.  Although  the  Indian  Claims  Commission  itself 
no  longer  exists,  the  cases  that  it  handled  and  the  problems  it  created 
continue.  Some  notable  cases  that  remain  unresolved  are  the  Black  Hills 
claim  . . . and  the  Western  Shoshone  case  ...  . In  the  latter  case,  some 
Western  Shoshones  are  remained  in  possession  of  certain  areas  of  the  land 
supposedly  taken  by  United  States  and  are  resisting  government  efforts  to 
interfere  with  their  use  of  the  land." 

Conclusion : 

In  light  of  the  various  investigations  (conducted  by  Members  the 
European  Parliament  as  well  as  by  United  Nations  Special  Rapporteurs)  of 
the  legal  implications  of  confiscating  Western  Shoshone  livestock  and 
demand  grazing  fees  from  the  owners  of  such  cattle  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  one  needs  to  conclude  the  following:  Western  Shoshone  land 
rights  are  based  on  the  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley  concluded  in  1863.  The 
validity  of  Western  Shoshone  land  and  treaty  rights  as  such  has  been 
confirmed  by  the  Federal  District  Court  of  Nevada  ruling  of  April  1980 
according  to  which  the  Danns  still  owned  their  land  when  they  were  sued 
for  trespassing  by  the  BLM  in  December  1974.  The  only  court  argument  for 
alleged  loss  of  Western  Shoshone  title  are  the  proceedings  of  the  Indian 
Claims  Commission  which  - as  documented  inter  alia  in  two  United  Nations 
reports  - amount  to  a miscarriage  of  justice.  On  the  grounds  of  the 
findings  of  the  Claims  Commission,  Mary  and  Carrie  Dann  have  even  been 
barred  from  ever  raising  again  the  issue  of  title  to  their  lands.  Moreover, 
we  have  received  information  on  further  increase  of  conflict  by  the  BLM: 

On  February  19th,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  issued  an  "unauthorized 
use  notice  and  order  to  remove",  again  accusing  the  Western  Shoshone  that 
they  would  be  in  trespass  by  grazing  their  cattle  on  so-called  public 
lands  and  ordering  them  to  remove  their  livestock.  Furthermore,  the  BLM 
announced  that  "failure  to  comply  with  the  notice  may  result  in 
impoundment  of  unauthorized  livestock".  However,  the  BLM  gave  the  Shoshone 
a five-day  deadline  to  present  documentation  why  they  do  not  consider 
themselves  making  unauthorized  use  of  "public  land".  On  February  23,  the 
Western  Shoshone  National  Council  along  with  members  of  several  tribal 
councils  presented  such  legal  documentation  to  the  BLM  in  Elko,  Nevada. 


These  documents  included: 

The  Northwest  Ordinance  of  1787, 

The  Treaty  of  Guadeloupe  Hidalgo  of  1848  (and  in  particular  its  article  11), 
The  Nevada  Territorial  Act  of  1861 
The  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley  1861 

Nevertheless,  there  might  be  an  increasing  danger  of  implementing  BLM 
demands  by  force.  In  light  of  this  situation  we  would  urge  you  to  deal 
with  the  issue  of  Western  Shoshone  title  to  their  lands  by  entering  into 
negotiations  with  the  legitimized  successors  of  the  Western  Shoshone 
entity  which  signed  the  treaty  1863  on  the  basis  of  the  continued  validity 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley.  Such  negotiations  would  certainly  contribute 
to  a just  conflict  solution  between  both  parties  instead  of  viewing  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  as  the  appropriate  agency  of  the  Department  of 
Interior  to  take  action  on  the  ground.  The  fact  that  the  Western  Shoshone 
never  ceded  or  sold  their  land  nor  accepted  compensation  as  imposed  on 
them  by  the  Indian  Claims  Commission  needs  to  be  officially  accepted  and 
implemented  in  the  relationship  between  the  Western  Shoshone  and  federal 
agencies.  Thus,  we  call  for  a halt  on  further  BLM  attempts  to  confiscate 
Western  Shoshone  livestock  and  demand  grazing  fees  from  Shoshone  ranchers 
living  in  the  Shoshone  settlements  of  Southfolk,  Wells,  Odgers  Ranch  and 
Dann  Ranch. 

2)  The  interest  and  involvement  of  United  Nations  bodies  clearly  show  that 
the  case  of  the  Western  Shoshone  raises  serious  human  rights  issue.  It 
would  be  most  appropriate,  within  the  framework  of  the  "International 
Decade  for  the  World's  Indigenous  People"  (1995-2004),  to  solve  an  issue 
relating  to  one  of  the  principle  concerns  Indigenous  peoples  worldwide, 
namely  land  rights. 

Undoubtedly,  the  United  States  of  America  as  "the  cradle  of  democracy" 
can  provide  a role  model  of  conflict  resolution  between  Indigenous  peoples 
and  nation  states,  by  acknowledging  existing  treaty  and  land  rights  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Western  Shoshone.  We  certainly  hope  to  further  communicate 
with  your  office  on  this  matter. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Nuala  Ahern,  MEP  Hiltrud  Breyer,  MEP 

Delegation  for  the  Relations  w/  the  US  Committee  on  the  Environment 

1)  We  are  aware  that  the  Tribal  Councils  of  Duckwater,  Temoak  and 
Yomba  withdrew  from  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council.  However, 
according  to  our  information.  The  people  of  Yomba  requested  to  be 
represented  in  the  National  Council  regardless  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Tribal  Council  and  had  their  request  granted.  Although  the  Temoak  Tribal 
Council  did  not  return  to  the  National  Council,  it  nevertheless  cooperates 
with  this  body. 

2)  We  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  in  the  meantime  the  Duckwater  and 
Yomba  Tribal  Councils  are  cooperating  with  the  BLM  due  to  continued 
pressure  of  this  agency.  However  as  can  be  clearly  derived  from  the  legal 
facts  as  explained  above,  such  cooperation  of  single  tribal  councils  does 
not  solve  the  overall  issue  of  continued  land  and  treaty  rights  of  the 
whole  Western  Shoshone  Nation  - and  thus  hardly  can  serve  as  a positive 
example  of  conflict  resolution  of  this  matter  for  the  Southfolk,  Wells, 
Odgers  Ranch  and  Dann  Ranch  communities  or  the  Western  Shoshone  National 
Council  as  a whole. 
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
"BEWARE  THE  WOLF  WHO  SMILES":  NATIVE  RIGHTS  LAWYER  CHALLENGES  LAW  SOCIETY 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  letter  by  Native  rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce 
Clark  to  Harvey  T.  Strosberg,  treasurer  of  the  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada, 
was  written  in  response  to  Strosberg's  article  "Supporting  the  need  for 
Aboriginal  legal  expertise,"  which  appeared  in  the  March/April  1998  edition 
of  the  Ontario  Lawyers  Gazette,  published  by  the  Law  Society  of  Upper 


Canada . ] 


October  1,  1998 
Dear  Mr.  Treasurer: 

I have  read  the  above-mentioned  article.  In  it  you  say  "Case  Law 
regarding  Aboriginal  rights,  while  currently  in  its  infancy,  will  continue 
to  grow  and  evolve  in  meaning  and  definition,"  a viewpoint  which 
reiterates  the  attitude  occupied  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  in  1990s, 
as  typified  by  the  line  of  decisions,  running  from  Van  der  Peet  to 
Delgamuukw. 

In  truth  the  said  case  law  is  voluminous  in  both  Canada  and  the  United 
States,  and  indeed  in  the  latter  country  it  has  been  estimated  by 
constitutional  law  scholars  that  fully  1/4  of  the  formative  constitutional 
law  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  have  related  to  that  topic,  so 
structurally  fundamental  has  it  been  to  the  evolution  of  constitutional 
law  relative  to  civil  rights  and  land  law  throughout  North  America. 

The  constitutive  cases  establish  in  simple,  clear  and  plain  terms  that 
the  onus  of  proof  is  upon  the  Canadian  and  American  governments  to 
establish  an  Indian  treaty  purchasing  a given  disputed  territory,  (1) 
before  an  independent  and  impartial  third-party  tribunal  as  distinct  from 
a court  or  agency  of  those  governments,  (2)  failing  which  the  territory  is 
reserved  for  Indian  use  in  general,  (3)  and  the  premature  (prior  to 
treaty)  application  of  federal  law  to  such  territory  prima  facie 
constitutes  fraud  (4)  and  arguably  complicity  in  genocide.  (5) 
Unconstitutionally,  both  Canada  and  the  United  States  criminally  preempt, 
with  the  knowing  complicity  of  their  courts,  the  said  law  from 
consideration,  specifically  by  applying  federal  law  to  unpurchased  Indian 
territory  in  willful  blindness  to  the  constitutional  law,  thereby 
committing  the  crimes  sanctioning  the  breach  of  the  constitutional  law. 

Full  particulars  of  some  at  least  of  the  hundreds  of  secondary  cases, 
and  of  the  few  determinative  constitutive  legislative  instruments  running 
from  the  papal  legislation  Sublimus  Deus  of  1535  to  and  including  the 
Constitution  Act  of  1982,  may  be  found  in  pending  Discipline  File  No. 
D110/98  in  the  matter  of  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada  v.  Bruce  Clark, 
pursuant  to  which  the  society  is  seeking  my  disbarment  for  "scandalizing" 
the  courts  and  the  legal  profession  in  virtue  of  "unbecoming"  conduct, 
namely,  my  expression  on  behalf  of  native  clients,  who  are  victims  of  the 
said  crimes,  of  the  above  legal  opinion  in  courts  of  law  and  written 
publications,  in  an  attempt  on  their  behalf  to  apprehend  the  said  crimes 
and,  in  the  process,  to  rehabilitate  justice  as  the  application  under  the 
rule  of  law  of  truth  to  affairs. 

While  your  statement,  Mr.  Strosberg,  that  the  case  law  "is  in  its 
infancy"  is  profoundly  wrong  and  misleading,  your  statement  that  the  case 
law  "will  continue  to  grow"  is  profoundly  perceptive.  The  legal 
establishment  in  Canada,  led  by  the  Supreme  Court  and  professional  leaders 
such  as  you,  systematically  and  methodically  are  engaged  in  a process  of 
fomenting  litigation  and  proselytizing  legal  education  legal  education 
based  upon  the  fraudulent  premise  that  there  is  a clean  slate  upon  which 
to  write  an  alternative  definition  of  the  law,  on  a case  by  case  basis,  in 
criminal  wilful  blindness  to  the  existing  law  that  indicts  the  legal 
establishment,  and  which  it  is  your  purpose  to  suppress,  to  the  prejudice 
not  only  of  native  victims  but  also  to  the  trashing  of  the  rule  of  law. 

For  these  reasons  your  article  cloyingly  is  offensive  when  it 
disingenuously,  self -righteously  and  self-servingly  concludes: 

"The  Law  Society  has  committed  itself  at  long  last  to  work  in  earnest 
with  Aboriginal  peoples  to  investigate  the  best  ways  to  promote  positive 
change,  and  to  invest  in  new  partnerships  and  ventures  with  Aboriginal 
peoples  through  the  legal  system  and  education.  We  trust  that  the 
profession  will  join  and  support  us  in  this  vital  initiative." 

The  sentiment  there  expressed  puts  one  in  mind  of  the  function  of  the 
"big  lie"  in  countries  with  a history  of  genocide.  As  the  Law  Society 
itself  held  on  Dune  19,  1996  in  relation  to  an  earlier  attempt  to  disbar 
me: 

"The  genocide  of  which  Mr.  Clark  speaks  is  real,  and  has  very  nearly 
succeeded  in  destroying  the  Native  Canadian  community  that  flourished  here 


when  European  settlers  arrived...  We  are  sympathetic,  moreover,  to  Mr. 
Clark's  assertion  that  the  courts  have  been  unwilling  to  listen  to  his 
argument . " 

The  New  York  Times  "International  Section"  of  January  13,  1996  had  an 
article  entitled  "Berlin  Journal:  Exoneration  Still  Eludes  An  Anti-Nazi 
Crusader."  It  concerned  Carl  von  Ossietzky  who  won  the  1935  Nobel  Peace 
Prize.  He  was  convicted  and  imprisoned  for  opposing  as  unconstitutional 
some  of  the  practices  introduced  into  Germany's  domestic  legal  system  by 
the  Third  Reich,  spent  time  in  jail,  and  died  of  mistreatment  in  1938.  The 
article  noted: 

"The  German  judicial  system  has  never  faced  the  facts  of  its  role  in  the 
Nazi  period....  The  judiciary  considers  itself  a nonpolitical  branch  of 
the  Government  and  has  never  looked  self-critically  at  what  it  did  in  the 
service  of  an  unjust  regime..." 

In  sum,  your  article  brings  to  mind  a traditional  Indian  aphorism: 

Beware  the  wolf  who  smiles. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Bruce  Clark 

cc:  The  Editors,  Ontario  Lawyers  Gazette. 


Numbered  footnotes  containing  precedents  and  authorities  available  upon 
request  from  S.I.S.I.S.  - mailto:sisis@envirolink.org 
DEFEND  DR.  BRUCE  CLARK  FROM  PERSECUTION: 

Dr.  Bruce  Clark  continues  to  be  harassed  and  persecuted  by  the  Canadian 
legal  and  political  establishment  for  his  challenge  to  the  colonialism, 
fraud,  treason  and  genocide  by  the  Canadian  state  and  judiciary.  For 
further  information  see: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/sov/conf judg. html 
Clark/legal  archives: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/main . html 
Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada  web  site  - http://www./suc.on.ca/ 

Harvey  Strosberg  - mailto:treasurer@lsuc.on.ca 

>From  the  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada  motto:  "Upholding  the  independence, 
integrity  and  honour  of  the  legal  profession  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
the  cause  of  justice  and  the  rule  of  law." 

"Kill  this  Clark  and  smear  the  prick  and  everyone  with  him."  --  Dennis 
Ryan,  RCMP  Gustafsen  Lake  Crisis  Management  Team,  Sept.  1995,  remark 
disclosed  during  the  Gustafsen  trial. 

"You  have  created  the  appearance  of  an  outrageous  abuse  of  judicial  power 
...  an  arrogant  and  hateful  tyrant  determined  to  humiliate  Indians  and 
destroy  the  professional  and  personal  reputation  and  the  livelihood  of 
their  lawyer.  Do  you  expect  Indian  peoples  to  believe  they  can  receive 
justice  in  your  court?  And  where  will  Indians  obtain  independent, 
courageous  and  effective  counsel  to  represent  them  in  your  courts?" 

--  Ramsey  Clark,  ex  US  Attorney  General  and  counsel  to  Leonard  Peltier, 
letter  to  Judge  N.  Friesen,  regarding  the  treatment  Clark  received  in 
Friesen's  courtroom  in  Sept.  1995. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
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CONTACT:  Andrea  Lococo,  307-859-8840 
D.D.  Schubert,  602-547-8537 
FUND  FILES  SUIT  TO  STOP  HACKSON  BISON  HUNT 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  --  Today,  in  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  The  Fund  for  Animals  and  several  individuals  filed  a lawsuit 
against  the  federal  government  to  halt  a public  bison  hunt  scheduled  to 
begin  this  Saturday  at  the  National  Elk  Refuge  in  Hackson  Hole,  Wyoming. 

The  Fund  for  Animals  claims  that  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  the 
U.S.  Forest  Service,  and  the  National  Park  Service,  in  carrying  out  an 
interagency  plan  to  kill  bison,  have  violated  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  (NEPA)  and  other  federal  laws  by  preparing  an  Environmental 
Assessment  that  fails  to  consider  feasible,  nonlethal  alternatives,  and 
by  failing  to  prepare  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  this 
controversial  bison  killing  program.  In  addition,  the  plaintiffs  claim 
that  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  has  violated  NEPA  by  failing  to 
conduct  any  environmental  review  before  carrying  out  a program  to 
provide  "supplemental  feed"  to  elk. 

Says  Andrea  Lococo,  Rocky  Mountain  Coordinator  for  The  Fund  for  Animals' 
Hackson  office,  "If  the  agencies  don't  want  bison  on  the  Refuge,  they 
should  stop  their  elk  feeding  program  that  attracts  more  bison  and 
increases  bison  productivity.  The  agencies  are  directly  responsible  for 
creating  an  artificially  high  bison  population  and  now  they  want  to 
further  victimize  bison  by  allowing  sport  hunters  to  slaughter  them. 

This  bison  hunt  is  illegal  and  immoral,  and  it  simply  must  be  halted." 

The  Dackson  bison  herd  management  plan  calls  for  the  herd  to  be  reduced 
to  an  arbitrary  number  of  350  to  400  animals.  Two  hunting  permits  will 
be  issued  this  Saturday  for  two  bull  bison,  and  the  agencies  plan  to 
issue  a total  of  35  permits  this  fall.  The  Fund  is  concerned  that  this 
hunt  will  be  especially  unsporting  because  the  bison  in  the  Hackson  herd 
are  very  accustomed  to  human  presence. 

Although  a purported  justification  for  the  bison  hunt  is  to  reduce  the 
risk  of  brucellosis  transmission  to  cattle  in  the  Hackson  area,  D.D. 
Schubert,  a wildlife  biologist  representing  The  Fund  for  Animals,  points 
out,  "There  has  never  been  a single  documented  case  of  bacteria 
transmission  from  wild  bison  to  domestic  cattle,  and  the  agencies  should 
not  use  brucellosis  as  a scapegoat  for  a public  sport  hunt.  If  it  is 
even  possible  for  wildlife  to  transmit  the  bacteria  to  cattle,  the 
agencies  should  be  much  more  concerned  about  the  8,000  elk  on  the  Refuge 
as  opposed  to  the  relatively  small  bison  herd." 

A copy  of  the  22-page  lawsuit  filed  today  is  available  by  calling  The 
Fund  at  301-585-2591. 
http://www.fund.org 
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WESTSLOPE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  COMMENTS  DUE 

Time  to  Send  in  Your  Westslope  Cutthroat  Trout  Comments 

On  Tune  10,  1998,  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  published  their 
90-day  finding  of  the  petition  to  list  the  westslope  cutthroat  trout  (WCT), 
Oncorhynchus  clarki  lewisi,  as  threatened  throughout  its  range  and 


designate  critical  habitat  for  the  subspecies  under  the  Endangered  Species 
Act.  After  a complete  review  of  our  petition , the  agency  has  determined 
that  it  "provides  substantial  scientific  and  commercial  information  to 
indicate  that  listing  of  this  subspecies  of  cutthroat  trout  . . . may  be 
warranted."  This  is  the  first  administrative  hurdle  in  the  ESA  listing 
process  and  we  have  successfully  demonstrated  that  their  is  adequate 
evidence  to  show  WCT  are  imperiled. 

As  a result  of  the  finding,  the  public  has  been  invited  by  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  to  provide  data,  information,  technical  critiques, 
comments  or  questions  relevant  to  the  petition  as  part  of  the  next  hurdle, 
the  12-month  finding.  The  deadline  is  October  9,  1998.  The  petition  and 
its  bibliography  are  available  at  AWL's  home  page:  www.mcn.net/~amwild/. 

Send  your  comments  to: 

Chief,  Branch  of  Native  Fishes  Management 

Montana  Fish  and  Wildlife  Management  Assistance  Office 

4052  Bridger  Canyon  Road 

Bozeman,  MT  59715 

mailto : lynn_kaeding@fws . gov 

The  ESA  requires  the  Service  to  determine  whether  a species  is  threatened 
with  extinction  as  a result  of  any  of  the  five  following  factors.  Any  one 
factor  or  a combination  of  several  would  cause  eventual  extinction  of  the 
subspecies  if  were  not  protected  under  the  ESA.  In  your  comments  please 
reiterate  the  following  points: 

Present  or  threatened  destruction,  modification  or  curtailment  of  its 
habitat  or  range. 

Many  scientific  studies  indicate  that  the  demise  of  WCT  can  be  attributed 
to  widespread  habitat  destruction  and  loss  due  to:  excessive  sedimentation, 
logging,  roadbuilding,  grazing,  dams,  irrigation  and  mining.  Flabitat 
destruction  is  an  ongoing  threat  to  WCT's  existence. 

Over  utilization  for  recreational,  scientific,  educational  or  commercial 
purposes . 

WCT  are  substantially  more  vulnerable  to  angling  than  rainbow,  brook  and 
brown  trout.  Catch  and  release  regulations  for  WCT  has  not  been  implemented 
throughout  its  range. 

Disease  or  predation. 

Introduction  of  exotic  fish  such  as  brown  or  brook  trout  that  predate  on 
WCT  is  ubiquitous  throughout  the  native's  range.  Where  this  has  occurred  in 
conjunction  with  habitat  degradation,  the  waters  are  made  even  more 
suitable  for  the  non-native  fish  to  the  continued  detriment  of  WCT. 

Whirling  disease  is  a continuing  threat,  a recent  study  indicates  WCT  are 
extremely  vulnerable  to  the  disease.  As  additional  field  work  is  completed, 
more  waters  throughout  WCT's  range  are  being  found  to  be  infected  by  the 
disease.  There  is  no  known  cure  at  this  time. 

Inadequacy  of  existing  regulatory  mechanisms. 

There  is  no  comprehensive  strategy  to  protect  and  restore  WCT  throughout 
its  range.  Federal  Land  Management  Plans  do  not  have  adequate  standards  and 
guidelines  to  protect  WCT  habitat  from  being  degraded  and  populations  to 
become  fragmented.  The  failure  of  the  States  to  enforce  the  Clean  Water 
Act  within  WCT's  range  has  led  to  the  impairment  of  thousands  of  miles  of 
stream  segments,  as  well  thousands  of  acres  of  lakes  currently  or 
historically  occupied  by  the  subspecies. 

Other  natural  or  manmade  factors  affecting  its  continued  existence. 

Flybridization  with  introduced  non-native  fish  such  as  rainbow  and 
Yellowstone  cutthroat  trout  is  one  of  the  most  significant  threats  to  the 
continued  existence  of  WCT.  Flarm  from  hybridization  includes  loss  of 
genetic  variation  through  reduction  in  population  size  and  loss  of  genetic 
integrity.  Also,  most  surviving  populations  are  physically  separate.  This 
fragmentation  causes  reproductive  isolation  and  the  inability  to  repopulate 
areas  after  disturbances  that  lead  to  reduction  in,  or  extirpation  of, 
local  populations.  Lastly,  hatchery  programs  have  been  used  for  over  50 
years  to  enhance  WCT  populations.  These  programs  have  not  been  successful 


and  some  have  been  detrimental  to  wild  populations.  In  fact,  in  Idaho,  WCT 
brood  stocks  were  discovered  to  not  even  be  genetically  pure. 

LET  USFWS  KNOW  THAT  THIS  SPECIES  NEEDS  PROTECTION  UNDER  THE  ESA!!! 

American  Wildlands 
mailto : Ament@aol . com 


Subj : SAVE  ALASKAN  OLD  GROWTH  FORESTS 

From:  Wild  Rockies  InfoNet  <news@wildrockies . org> 

Date:  Thu,  1 Oct  1998  15:54:11  -0600 

SAVE  ALASKAN  OLD  GROWTH  FORESTS 

Stop  the  Port  Houghton/Cape  Fanshaw  roadless  area  timber  sales  in  Alaska's 
Tongass  National  Forest. 

The  Tongass  National  Forest  is  wrapping  up  the  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  on  yet  another  old-growth  timber  sale.  Comments  are  needed  by 
October  16,  to  prevent  the  logging  of  3700  acres  of  temperate  rainforest 
and  the  construction  of  51  miles  of  new  roads  proposed  in  the  Forest 
Service  preferred  alternative.  The  proposed  sale  area  is  located  about  80 
miles  south  of  Duneau. 

Background : 

The  fog-shrouded  coastal  forests  of  Southeast  Alaska  are  probably  the 
only  place  in  the  world  where  you  could  see  deep-blue  glaciers,  400  year 
old  spruce  trees,  bald  eagles,  a family  of  grizzly  bears  and  humpback  whales 
all  in  the  same  day.  Alaska  has  vast  protected  wilderness  areas,  which 
provide  habitat  for  healthy  populations  of  salmon,  grizzlies,  marbled 
murrelets,  northern  goshawks  and  other  species  pushed  to  the  brink  of 
extinction  by  logging  in  the  lower  48.  These  forest  preserves  also  support 
more  sustainable  jobs  in  the  fishing  industry  and  the  tourist  economy. 

However,  a flight  over  the  Tongass  would  reveal  enormous  clearcuts,  most 
of  which  were  logged  to  feed  the  Alaska  Pulp  Mill  and  the  Louisiana-Pacific 
owned  Ketchikan  Pulp  Company.  Both  of  these  mills  are  now  closed,  as 
Southeast  Alaska  continues  its  transition  away  from  a resource  extraction 
economy,  to  an  economy  based  on  tourism,  fishing  and  value-added  timber 
processing. 

Unfortunately,  the  Forest  Service  is  acting  like  nothing  has  changed. 

They  are  still  offering  massive  old-growth  timber  sales,  like  Port 
Houghton/Cape  Fanshaw,  which  was  proposed  in  1993,  before  the  big  mill 
closures.  It  seems  that  they  intend  to  follow  the  same  foolish  path  that 
has  led  to  the  decline  of  salmon  and  other  old  growth  dependent  species  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest. 

According  to  the  EIS,  portions  of  the  sale  area  were  considered  for 
Wilderness  designation  during  the  debate  over  the  Tongass  Timber  Reform  Act 
of  1990.  Unfortunately,  Port  Houghton/Cape  Fanshaw  were  not  protected  as 
Wilderness.  Now  the  Forest  Service's  preferred  alternative  calls  for  51 
miles  of  new  logging  roads,  72  stream  crossings,  and  cutting  78  million 
board  feet  of  timber.  That  is  almost  as  many  board  feet  as  the  infamous 
Cove/Mallard  timber  sale  in  Idaho. 

"Traditional  clearcutting  is  a useful  option  for  the  old-growth  western 
hemlock  and  Sitka  spruce  stands  in  the  project  area,  where  wildlife  and 
other  resource  objectives  do  not  rule  it  out,"  says  volume  2 of  the  Revised 
Draft  EIS.  Most  of  the  3700  acres  will  be  clearcut,  which  must  mean  the 
area's  importance  for  wildlife  and  tourism  do  not  "rule  it  out."  Clearcuts 
visible  from  the  entrance  to  the  popular  Tracy  Arm  Fjord  Wilderness  Area 
remain  in  the  logging  plan,  despite  protests  from  local  tour  operators. 

The  proposed  sale  area  supports  a diverse  a group  of  species  including 
salmon,  wolves,  mountain  goats,  river  otters,  marbled  murrelets,  bald 
eagles  and  many  others.  It  contains  three  rare  northern  goshawk  nests, 
which  are  disappearing  even  in  Southeast  Alaska  due  to  the  destruction  of 
old-growth  forest  habitat.  The  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  & Game  is 
concerned  that  the  sale  will  harm  winter  habitat  for  mountain  goats.  Even 
whales  could  be  impacted  by  sediment  from  clearcuts  and  logging  roads 
washing  into  salmon  streams.  "Killer  whales  frequent  the  area  feeding  on 
the  abundant  salmon,"  says  the  Revised  Draft  EIS,  Volume  1,  3-30.) 

Forest  Service  officials  sometimes  think  nobody  is  paying  attention  to 


what  is  happening  to  our  public  lands  up  in  Alaska,  and  they  need  to  hear 
from  you.  Please  contact  the  Forest  Service  and  ask  them  to  adopt  the  "no 
action"  alternative,  which  would  cancel  this  disastrous  project. 

Please  direct  comments  to: 

Tom  Parker 

USDA  Forest  Service 

PO  Box  1328 

Petersburg,  AK  99833-1328 
phone:  907-772-5974 
fax:  907-772-5997 

mailto :t parker /rl0_stikine@f s .fed . us 

The  deadline  is  October  16.  Why  not  send  a quick  note  or  email  today?  For 
more  info  contact  Matt  McGovern -Rowen  at  the  Native  Forest  Network, 

542-7343  or  mcgov@wildrockies.org.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Matt  McGovern-Rowen 

Office  Coordinator 

Native  Forest  Network 

P.O.  Box  8251 

Missoula,  MT  59807 

(406)  542-7343  / fax  (406)  542-7347 

mailto : mcgov@wildrockies . org 


Subj : Key  Yellowstone  Lands  at  Risk  - your  calls  NEEDED! 

From:  Wild  Rockies  InfoNet  <news@wildrockies . org> 

Date:  Thu,  1 Oct  1998  16:02:33  -0600 

Key  Yellowstone  Lands  at  Risk  - your  calls  NEEDED! 

YELLOWSTONE  WINTER  RANGE  AT  RISK!  Please  Make  2 Calls  Today! 

A large  parcel  of  private  land  along  Yellowstone  National  Park's 
northern  border  is  up  for  sale.  Money  for  its  purchase  has  been  allocated 
from  the  federal  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund.  Flowever,  conservative 
congressmen  bent  on  budget-cutting  and  opposed  to  federal  land  acquisition 
are  trying  to  hold  up  this  important  purchase,  and  it  could  fall  into  the 
hands  of  unscrupulous  developers. 

The  land  is  owned  by  the  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant  (CUT).  In 
the  early  '80s,  the  Reagan  administration  killed  public  acquisition  of  the 
former  Forbes  Ranch,  including  this  land  near  Yellowstone,  and  CUT  bought 
it.  Now  Oregon  land  broker  wheeler-dealer  Tim  Blixeth  (pronounced 
Blix-death)  is  looking  to  make  big  bucks  by  buying  this  property  and 
developing  it.  Blixseth  made  millions  buying,  logging  and  selling  off  Plum 
Creek's  former  inholdings  in  the  Gallatin  National  Forest.  Now  he  is 
developing  an  exclusive,  rich-people-only  ski  resort  on  formerly  wild 
Pioneer  Mountain,  near  Big  Sky,  Montana. 

The  land  for  sale  is  very  important  to  a broad  array  of  wildlife, 
from  bison  to  grizzlies,  as  it  is  immediately  adjacent  to  Yellowstone's 
northern  border.  The  land  contains  a lot  of  key  winter  range  for  elk, 
antelope  and  other  critters  as  well  as  some  of  the  finest  habitat  along  the 
Yellowstone  River.  Hundreds  of  migrating  bison  have  been  shot  there  over 
the  last  ten  years  due  to  CUT'S  intolerance  for  wildlife. 

This  land  should  be  acquired  via  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Funds. 
Unfortunately,  federal  purchase  of  this  land  is  taking  a back  seat  to 
competition  with  the  Gallatin  Land  Exchange  and  purchase  of  land  near 
Lindberg  Lake  in  the  Swan  Valley. 

Calls  are  needed  to  Sen.  Conrad  Burns  and  Rep  Rick  Hill  to  let  them  know 
that  the  members  of  the  public  want  the  CUT  lands  purchased  and  set  aside 
as  federally  protected  wildlife  habitat. 

Burns'  office  - 202-224-2644 
Hill's  office  - 202-225-3211 

For  Wild  Yellowstone, 

Phil 

Phil  Knight 

Native  Forest  Network 

Yellowstone  Branch 


PO  Box  6151 

Bozeman,  MT  59771-6151 
(406)  586-3885 

mailto : pknight@wildrockies.org 
Visit : 

The  Native  Forest  Network  Northern  Hemisphere  Web  Site  - newly  reorganized 

and  updated!  http://www.nativeforest.org 

The  Native  Forest  Network  Southern  Hemisphere  Web  Site 

http : //www. nfn . org.au 

The  Northeast  Forest  Practices  Campaign  Web  Site 
http : //www. n at ivef orest . org/ neforest/ 


Subj : OpEd:  Logging  on  Public  Lands 

From:  Wild  Rockies  InfoNet  <news@wildrockies . org> 

Date:  Thu,  1 Oct  1998  16:08:55  -0600 

Missoulian,  9/29/98,  editorial  page 
Logging  on  Public  Lands: 

Economic  future  doesn't  rely  on  welfare  for  big  corporations 
By  lake  Kreilick 

mailto : jkrei lie k@wild roc kies .org 

As  the  next  millennium  approaches,  the  policies  governing  our  nation's 
public  lands  are  finally  being  reexamined.  This  long  overdue  evaluation  is 
critical  given  the  conflicts  emerging  over  the  management  of  our  forests, 
watersheds,  fish  and  wildlife,  and  most  importantly,  how  these  policies 
affect  our  local  and  regional  economy. 

Since  arriving  in  Montana,  I have  witnessed  wholesale  changes  in  the 
timber  industry  which  have  dramatically  impacted  our  forests,  our  economies 
and  our  lives.  The  "cut  and  run"  logging  frenzy  of  the  1970's,  80's,  and 
early  90's  on  corporate  timberlands  and  national  forests--thanks  to  the 
likes  of  Plum  Creek,  Champion,  and  Crown  Pacific--forced  the  issue  of 
community  stability  and  environmental  destruction  to  the  forefront  of  public 
consciousness . 

The  folks  who  live  in  the  communities  most  affected  by  the  federal  timber 
sales  program  must  recognize  that  the  changes  occurring  in  the  resource 
extractive  industries  have  been  in  the  works  for  a long  time.  In  reality, 
just  as  the  cities  of  the  Rust  Belt  experienced,  corporate  profits,  trade 
policies  and  demographics  play  a more  important  role  in  the  shaping  of  our 
local  economies  than  environmental  restrictions . 

Given  the  current  configuration  of  the  timber  industry,  the  federal  timber 
sale  program  on  national  forests  represents  a classic  case  of  corporate 
welfare,  in  which  corporate  profits  are  placed  ahead  of  the  sustainability 
and  economic  prosperity  of  our  communities.  The  federal  logging  program 
creates  more  economic  harm  than  good,  hurts  communities,  diminishes  private 
property  values,  displaces  both  private  lands  timber  harvest  and  production 
of  non-wood  substitutes,  and  destroys  forests  that  are  far  more  valuable  to 
the  local  economy  left  standing.  To  some  this  statement  may  seem  a wild 
assertion;  however,  when  placed  in  the  context  of  Montana's  economic 
future,  ending  commercial  logging  on  national  forests  will  provide  Montana 
the  best  opportunity  for  long-term  economic  development  and  stability. 

The  economics  of  western  Montana  are  in  the  midst  of  a transition  period. 
Economic  development  is  no  longer  directly  tied  to  the  extraction  of 
natural  resources,  nor  should  it  be.  The  notion  that  a constant  supply  of 
trees,  for  example,  guarantees  that  the  number  of  timber-related  jobs  will 
be  maintained  no  longer  applies  to  a timber  industry  which  is  constantly 
employing  labor  saving  technologies  and  is  extremely  susceptible  to 
worldwide  boom  and  bust  cycles.  To  illustrate  this  point,  the  General 
Accounting  Office  reports  that  if  timber  harvesting  across  the  nation  were 
to  increase  55%  over  the  next  fifty  years,  timber  industry  employment  would 
still  fall  27%  due  to  the  mechanization  of  sawmills.  The  reality  is  that 
the  big  players  in  the  timber  industry  pay  more  attention  to  the  trends  on 
Wall  Street  than  the  needs  of  Main  Street  in  Superior  or  Libby. 

To  insure  the  economic  prosperity  of  Montana  we  must  work  together  to 
maintain  the  foundation  upon  which  our  future  economy  will  be  built.  "The 
Northern  Rockies'  real  economic  base,"  says  Thomas  Power,  Chairman  of  the 


Economics  Department  at  the  University  of  Montana,  "is  the  natural 
landscape  that  attracts  and  holds  residents  here  while  supporting  them 
physically  and  spiritually  in  a way  found  in  few  other  places  in  this 
nation."  The  new  economic  reality  throughout  the  West  is  that  a healthy 
economy  depends  on  a healthy  environment.  We  need  to  end  the 
environmentally  destructive  and  fiscally  irresponsible  timber  sale  program 
on  America's  national  forests  to  preserve  our  true  economic  base  in  Montana. 

Given  that  only  3.9%  of  our  nation's  timber  comes  from  national  forests, 
we  simply  do  not  need  to  log  our  national  forests  to  supply  our  demands  for 
wood.  Last  Fall,  Dim  Leach  (R-IA)  and  Cynthia  McKinney  (D-GA)  responded  to 
the  public's  call  to  get  the  federal  government  out  of  the  logging  business 
by  introducing  The  National  Forest  Protection  and  Restoration  Act.  This 
bill  would  end  commercial  logging  on  national  forests  while  redirecting  the 
current  taxpayer  subsidy  towards  worker  retraining,  non-wood  fiber 
research,  deficit  reduction  and  fixing  government  payments  in  lieu  of  taxes 
to  local  governments  with  set  annual  appropriations  to  state  and  county 
governments . 

The  question  which  needs  to  be  asked  is,  "What  does  this  mean  to  the 
communities  of  Montana?"  First,  Montana  can  still  have  a sustainable  and 
productive  wood  products  industry.  Approximately  80%  of  the  timber  cut  in 
Montana  comes  from  lands  other  than  national  forests.  Ending  the 
subsidized  logging  of  national  forests  would  increase  the  value  of  timber 
on  private  woodlots  and  corporate  timberlands--lands  that  provide  the  best 
growing  conditions  for  timber.  The  timber  industry  must  also  take  the 
responsibility  to  encourage  the  development  of  value-added  wood  products 
industries  in  Montana  such  as  the  building  of  log  homes,  cabinets  and 
furniture.  The  development  of  value-added  wood  products  industries  in 
Montana  will  provide  the  well  paying  jobs  required  for  a healthy  economy. 
Exporting  raw  logs  from  Montana  robs  Montana  workers  of  vital  economic 
opportunities  and  only  benefits  the  profit  margins  of  large  timber 
corporations  such  as  Plum  Creek. 

Second,  more  work  is  required  in  restoring  our  national  forests  in  Montana 
than  in  cutting  them  down.  The  bill  would  establish  a National  Heritage 
Restoration  Corps  focusing  on  a scientifically  based  restoration  program  in 
which  displaced  timber  workers  would  be  given  hiring  preference  to  repair 
roads,  improve  trails,  thin  stands  and  implement  prescribed  burning  to 
restore  biodiversity  to  our  national  forests. 

Third,  the  allocation  of  funds  for  non-wood  fiber  research  could  provide 
a much  needed  boost  to  the  economies  of  Montana's  agricultural-based 
communities.  Agricultural  products  such  as  straw,  wheat,  and  kenaf  provide 
excellent  fiber  sources  which  can  be  made  into  paper,  liner  board  and  other 
products  traditionally  made  from  wood  pulp. 

Finally,  our  national  forests  provide  countless  employment  opportunities 
in  areas  other  than  timber  harvesting.  In  fact,  according  to  the  Forest 
Service,  only  3%  of  the  jobs  on  national  forests  are  related  to  logging. 
Meanwhile,  business  opportunities  on  national  forests  in  recreation, 
fishing,  and  hunting  continue  to  grow.  Non-timber  forest  products  such  as 
wild  edible  mushrooms,  berries,  and  medicinals  contribute  millions  of 
dollars  to  the  economies  of  the  Northwest.  Clearcuts,  landslides,  and 
silt-choked  streams  represent  a direct  threat  to  the  majority  of  Montana 
families  who  make  their  living  on  national  forests. 

It  is  misguided  to  believe  that  the  American  taxpayers  should  continue  to 
subsidize  the  logging  of  their  national  forests.  No  industry  has  scarred 
the  mountainous  landscapes  of  our  region  or  impacted  our  communities  to  the 
extent  which  the  timber  industry  has.  Ending  the  logging  program  on 
national  forests  will  foster  the  creation  of  new,  sustainable  economic 
opportunities  for  many  Montana  communities  while  ensuring  that  we  protect 
our  true  economic  base--a  natural  landscape  that  is  both  priceless  and 
irreplaceable. 

--lake  Kreilick  is  the  acting  director  of  the  national  Zero  Cut  Campaign  and 
works  for  the  Native  Forest  Network  in  Missoula,  Montana. 
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"RE : Onondaga  Smoke  Shops"  — 

Date:  Saturday,  October  10,  1998 
From:  Kenneth  Kappelmeier 
Subj : Onondaga  Nation  news 

UUCP  email 

Four  shops  opened  in  November,  Smoke  Signals  (ran  by  my  sister  Michelle 
Papineau  and  10  other  people),  O.R.'s  (ran  by  Oliver  Hill  and  5 other 
people).  Drive-in  Cigarettes  (ran  by  Wealthy  and  Rob  Bucktooth  and 
family,  related  but  not  affiliated  with  Freem's)  and  Shenandoah  Smoke 
Shop  (ran  by  the  sons  of  Leon  Shenandoah,  late  Tadadoaho).  One  dollar 
>from  every  carton  sold  by  the  4 shops  went  directly  to  the  people  who 
signed  up  for  disbursement.  First  disbursement  was  December  15,  1997, 
which  each  Onondaga  (Woman,  Children,  and  Men)  received  $20  who  had 
signed  up.  Next  two  months  was  $30  to  each  Onondaga ; for  a family  of 
four  came  to  $120  a month. 

The  shops  were  adding  another  $1  per  carton  for  March,  onward  to  go 
towards  legal  defense  and  programs  for  the  People,  but  they  were  burnt 
down  on  March  2.  Onondaga  County  Sheriffs  stood  by  and  watched.  FBI 
refused  to  do  anything,  although  their  presence  was  around  for  a couple 
of  weeks.  They  were  investigating  a electrical  tower  which  was  Sabotaged 
around  mid  February,  and  of  course  blamed  on  the  shops  and  their 
supporters.  It  is  still  unsolved. 

You  are  already  familiar  with  the  events  of  the  blockade  of  ' 93 
and  ' 94;  this  was  the  prelude  to  the  actions  of  New  York  State  in  the 
following  years.  Governor  Coumo  threatened  to  use  military  force  for 
collecting  taxes  on  cigarettes  and  gasoline.  The  operation  was  to  be 
called  "Operation  Gallant  Piper."  George  Patakai  backed  down  on  that 
plan,  but  tried  to  pressure  and  extort  the  Native  People  of  the  alleged 
State  of  New  York  to  pay  taxes.  Secret  negotiations  were  held  with  the 
self-proclaimed  leaders  of  Onondaga  and  the  rest  of  the  Six  Nations. 

Of  all  the  legal  and  illegal  Chiefs  of  the  Confederacy,  only  one  stood 
against  the  secret  meetings  with  NYS,  Bill  Lazore,  Eel  clan.  Early  1997 
saw  many  Womens  Councils,  and  People's  Councils  against  NYS,  the  Chiefs 
council  and  secret  meetings.  The  People  of  the  Seneca  Nation  supported 
by  a overwhelming  majority  of  the  Six  Nations  People,  protested  NYS 
actions.  NYS  Thruway  and  Rt.  17  were  closed  down  by  tire  fires  and 
massive  amounts  of  the  People. 

On  May  8,  1997  about  10  people,  myself  included  started  a protest 
fire  along  Interstate  Rt.  81.  A non-violent  protest  turned  bloody.  May 
18,  1997  we  held  a "Confederacy  Gathering"  to  discuss  among  the  People 
the  problems  facing  us.  Over  100  NYS  Troopers  marched  in  on  us  while 
while  a ceremony  was  being  held  and  beat  our  Women,  Children,  Elders 
and  Men.  24  were  arrested  (4  of  them  children).  All  charges  were 
dropped  for  everyone  else  except  myself.  Probably  because  Kenneth 
Papineau  is  my  father.  Alson  Gibson  signed  the  papers  to  allow  the 
invasion  by  NYS.  On  Duly  2,  1998  I was  acquitted  by  a jury  trial  of  2nd 
degree  Felony  assault  against  a police  officer  and  Misdemeanor  assault, 
with  the  intent  to  cause  serious  bodily  harm.  No  charges  are  pending 
against  any  of  the  State  Troopers.  In  fact  the  NYS  Trooper  investigating 
the  case  (Salvator  Valvo)  was  fired  for  being  critical.  Lawsuit  is 
pending,  next  hearing  September  25  in  Federal  Court,  Syracuse. 

Please  leave  a snail  mail  address  to  send  papers  and  video,  glad 
to  supply  any  info  you  seek. 

Nyaweh, 

Kenneth  Kappelmeier 
P.O.  Box  261 
Onondaga  Nation,  13120 

"RE:  Makah  Ask  Sea  Shepherd  to  Haul  Anchor"  


Date:  Fri,  23  Oct  1998  00:27:19  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Makah  ask  Sea  Shepherds  to  go 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
HAUL  ANCHOR  WATSON  TOLD 
Associated  Press,  October  16,  1998 

Neah  Bay,  Wash.  - Makah  Indian  leaders  have  asked  the  anti-whaling  Sea 
Shepherd  Conservation  Society  to  take  its  two  boats  elsewhere.  "It  is  time 
for  your  organization  to  stand  down  and  leave  us  along,"  the  Makah  Tribal 
Council  said  in  a letter  faxed  to  Sea  Shepherd's  Los  Angeles  offices.  The 
original,  signed  by  council  president  Ben  Johnson  Jr.,  was  to  be  hand 
delivered  yesterday  to  group  leader  Paul  Watson. 

The  Makah  are  responding  to  a publicity  campaign  focused  on  their  first 
whale  hunt  in  more  than  70  years.  Sea  Shepherd  has  had  two  boats  anchored 
off  the  Makah  reservation  at  Neah  Bay  since  late  September.  The  whaling 
season  began  Oct.  1,  but  a Seattle  newspaper  reported  yesterday  that  a 
provision  limiting  the  hunt  to  migratory  whales  probably  means  it  won't 
start  till  next  month.  Sea  Shepherd  has  vowed  to  disrupt  the  hunt,  but 
Watson  also  says  his  group  would  "immediately  withdraw  from  opposition"  if 
the  International  Whaling  Commission  gave  the  Makah  Tribal  Council 
permission  to  conduct  the  whale  hunt. 

The  Makah  and  the  US  government  say  permission  came  last  year  when  the 
IWC  let  the  US  and  Russia  share  a grey  whale  quota  between  the  Makah  and 
the  Chukchi  of  the  Far  East.  "This  is  the  official  position  of  the  US 
government  and  [it]  has  been  upheld  by  the  federal  courts,"  the  Makah 
letter  said. 


DEFEND  ABORIGINAL  TREATY  AND  CULTURAL  RIGHTS  - TELL  WATSON  TO  LEAVE  MAKAH 
mailto: SeaShepherd@sea shepherd . org 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE:  Chaco  Canyon  Crumbling"  

Date:  Sat,  24  Oct  1998  14:49:04  -0500 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Subj:  (FWD)Indian  News  10-23-98,  pt.l 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Time  & Tourists  Wear  on  Ancient  Structures:  Southwest  History  Crumbling 
These  great  treasures  from  our  past  are  falling  apart.  Walls  have  collapsed, 
artifacts  have  been  stolen,  and  even  some  foundations  are  eroding. 

By  Lee  Dye 
c.  ABCNEWS.com 
10/22/98 

Thirteen  centuries  have  come  and  gone,  but  time  hasn't  yet  erased  a 
legacy.  Despite  the  harsh  environment,  and  the  trampling  feet  of  more  than 
20  million  visitors  a year,  thousands  of  magnificent  structures  built  by 
early  Americans  still  stand. 

Ruins  throughout  the  Southwest  attest  to  the  craftsmanship  of 
generations  who  created  masterpieces  with  an  architectural  flair  still 
mimicked  today. 


At  Chaco  Canyon  in  northwestern  New  Mexico,  they  built  apartment  houses 
that  towered  five  stories  above  the  canyon  floor  more  than  a thousand 
years  ago.  At  Mesa  Verde  in  Colorado,  they  carved  their  homes  into  the 
face  of  the  canyon  walls.  At  Canyon  de  Chelly  in  Arizona,  they  built 
pueblos  at  the  foot  of  a wall  of  rock  that  reaches  for  the  sky,  above  a 
river  that  brought  life  to  the  desert. 

But  for  reasons  not  clearly  understood,  these  mysterious  early  Americans 
the  Anasazi_abandoned  all  their  dwellings  hundreds  of  years  ago.  Many 
scholars  believe  they  joined  other  tribes,  notably  the  Pueblo  Indians  or 
the  Hohokams,  who  built  vast  irrigation  projects  centuries  before 
Europeans  appeared. 

Many  of  those  early  structures  were  so  cleverly  built  that  they  still 
persevere,  becoming  America's  equivalent  to  the  Great  Pyramids  of  Egypt. 

Time  Takes  Its  Toll 

But  these  great  treasures  from  our  past  are  falling  apart.  Walls  have 
collapsed,  artifacts  have  been  stolen,  even  some  foundations  are  eroding. 

In  1993,  employees  at  three  historical  sites  in  New  Mexico_Aztec  Ruins 
National  Monument,  Chaco  Culture  National  Historical  Park  and  Salinas 
Pueblo  Missions  National  Monument_got  together  and  began  comparing  notes. 
Many  key  structures  within  those  parks  were  starting  to  fall  apart. 

Weather  and  erosion  were  the  main  reasons_drenching  thunderstorms, 
blistering  temperatures  and  fierce  winds  that  sandblast  structures.  In 
some  cases  attempts  to  preserve  the  buildings  have  backfired,  causing  more 
harm  than  good.  And  the  loving  attention  of  millions  of  visitors  simply 
wears  the  buildings  down. 

Reports  of  the  deteriorating  condition  of  many  of  the  structures  caught 
the  attention  of  policy  makers  in  Washington.  Former  National  Park  Service 
director  Roger  Kennedy  labels  the  situation  "an  undeniable  crisis  in  care. 

Last  year,  the  service  launched  a crash  program  to  deal  with  the  crisis, 
called  Vanishing  Treasures.  It  appealed  to  Congress  for  $3.5  million  to 
begin  a 10-year  program  to  battle  the  problem. 

It  got  less  than  a third  of  that. 

Many  wonder  if  they  have  any  chance  of  preserving  these  monuments. 

An  'Emergency  Situation' 

We're  in  an  emergency  situation,"  says  archaeologist  Todd  Metzger,  who 
coordinates  the  Vanishing  Treasures  program. 

Part  of  the  problem,  Metzger  says,  is  the  park  service  is  so  strapped 
for  funds  that  nobody  really  knows  even  which  structures  are  the  most 
endangered.  lust  to  inventory  them  offers  a formidable  challenge. 

Many  of  the  ruins  are  in  41  national  parks,  but  thousands  of  others  dot 
the  Southwest,  with  many  inaccessible. 

In  some  cases,  the  park  service  has  been  its  own  worst  enemy. 

The  centerpiece  of  Utah's  Hovenweep  National  Monument  is  a tall  square 
tower  built  in  the  13th  century.  But  about  three  decades  ago  officials 
detected  a twist  in  the  tower,  possibly  because  the  sandstone  base  was 
eroding.  In  I960,  the  park  service  built  a concrete  wall  around  the 
sandstone  slab  to  protect  it  from  further  erosion. 

But  the  weeds  grew  and  soon  obscured  the  wall.  Three  decades  later 
someone  cut  the  weeds  and  discovered  that  the  rate  of  erosion  had  worsened 
possibly  due  to  the  wall  itself.  Scientists  are  not  sure  why,  but  salts 
from  the  cement  may  actually  have  accelerated  the  erosion. 

Mary  Griffitts,  a geologist  at  Mesa  Verde  National  Park,  found  that  when 
she  just  brushed  her  hand  over  the  rock,  it  was  so  unstable  that  grains 
flaked  off. 

In  a desperate  effort  to  save  the  tower,  Griffitts  coated  the  rock  with 
a thin  waterproof ing  resin,  ethyl  silicate.  The  technique  appears  to  be 
working,  but  it's  little  more  than  a stopgap  measure. 

Finding  solutions  that  help,  rather  than  hurt,  is  expensive  and  requires 
an  expert's  touch.  Few  are  willing  to  lock  themselves  into  seasonal  jobs 
with  questionable  funding,  so  the  labor  pool  is  dwindling  and  aging.  The 
average  age  of  craftsmen  skilled  in  preservation  techniques  is  55,  and 
younger  workers  are  hesitant  to  enter  the  field. 


Preserving  History 

Some  ruins  have  been  modified  over  the  years,  lessening  their 
archaeological  integrity.  That's  led  the  park  service  to  prohibit 
reconstruction  and  aim  instead  at  preservation. 

What's  still  there  tells  a remarkable  story. 

One  of  the  buildings  at  Chaco  Canyon  had  more  than  600  rooms,  and  was 
the  largest  apartment  complex  in  the  United  States  until  near  the  end  of 
the  19th  century. 

Rocks  had  to  be  quarried  and  carried  by  hand  for  several  miles.  Though 
they  had  no  beasts  of  burden,  the  Anasazi  built  roads  up  to  32  feet  wide, 
carefully  engineered  and  stretching  straight  as  an  arrow  for  more  than  200 
miles  across  the  desert. 

They  journeyed  more  than  50  miles  to  the  great  forests  of  the  north  to 
cut  down  towering  ponderosa  pines  with  their  stone  axes  and  then  carry 
them  by  hand  all  the  way  back,  some  weighing  thousands  of  pounds,  to  serve 
as  beams  in  the  roofs  of  their  dwellings. 

Why,  and  even  how,  they  managed  all  that  remains  a mystery  of  Chaco 
Canyon.  The  mute  testimony,  however,  may  disappear. 

"RE : Gustafsen  War  Criminal  Promises  Programs"  

Date:  Fri,  23  Oct  1998  00:26:57  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Gustafsen  war  criminal  Dosanjh  promises  anti-racism  programs 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Although  he  orchestrated  one  of  the  most  appalling 
attacks  on  aboriginal  people  in  recent  Canadian  history,  namely  the 
month-long  armed  siege  against  Shuswap  traditionalists  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in 
1995  (see  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html),  BC's  NDP 
Attorney  General  and  Human  Rights  minister  Ujjal  Dosanjh  presents  himself 
as  a champion  of  aboriginal  rights.  Following  is  the  latest  example  of  the 
NDP  AG's  breathtaking  hypocrisy  at  a forum  on  the  Penticton  Indian 
Reserve's  En'owkin  Centre.  This  article  does  not  however  mention  whether 
Chief  Philip  or  anyone  else  at  the  En'owkin  Center  raised  the  issue  of 
Dosanjh 's  implication  in  hate  crimes  at  Gustafsen,  or  why  he  continues  to 
refuse  the  still  growing  call  for  a public  inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  matter.] 

DOS AN 3 H PLEDGES  GOVERNMENT  SUPPORT  TO  FIGHT  RACISM  AGAINST  ABORIGINALS 
Kahtou  News,  October  1998,  Page  9 

Penticton  - Proactive  government  and  support  to  combat  widespread  and 
systemic  racism  against  Aboriginal  People  was  promised  by  Ujjal  Dosanjh, 
Attorney  General  and  Minister  Responsible  for  Multiculturalism,  human 
rights  and  Immigration.  Dosanjh  was  addressing  the  Okanagan  Aboriginal 
Forum  on  Hate  Crime,  the  fourth  in  a series  of  such  forums  cosponsored  by 
the  Ministry  Responsible  for  Multiculturalism  and  Immigration.  "As  a 
society,  we  have  made  strides  towards  reconciling  injustices  that  have 
occurred  against  First  Nations  Peoples,"  said  Dosanjh.  "I  pledge  to  you 
here  today  that  I will  do  my  part,  as  will  my  ministry  staff,  to 
aggressively  launch  and  support  programs  to  counter  racism  and  facilitate 
your  goals  and  aspirations." 

The  Penticton  forum  was  co-sponsored  by  the  En'owkin  Centre,  an  education 
institution  located  on  the  Penticton  Indian  reserve  that  provides  education 
and  race-relations  programs  and  services.  Penticton  Chief  Stewart  Philip 
says  government-facilitated  forums  like  these,  which  acknowledge  and 
counter  racism  in  the  Aboriginal  community,  are  an  important  building  block 
toward  reconciliation.  "There  is  rampant  poverty  in  First  Nations 
communities.  Our  formerly  thriving  society  and  culture  have  been 
eradicated,"  said  Philip.  "Before  we  can  begin  to  solve  these  problems,  we 
must  acknowledge  racism  exists  within  all  levels  of  today's  society.  I 
welcome  the  support  the  ministry  is  offering,  because  I believe  life's 
successes  and  failures  depend  on  building  relationships,"  Philip  added. 

The  Ministry  Responsible  for  Multiculturalism  and  Immigration  has 


co-sponsored  three  previous  forums  on  hate  crimes  in  the  Aboriginal 
community  in  Vancouver,  Prince  George  and  Prince  Rupert.  Following  the 
Penticton  event,  future  forums  are  planned  for  Nanaimo  and  the  East 
Kootenays.  The  forum  series  recommendations  and  final  report  will  be 
utilized  to  provide  the  BC  Hate  Crime  Team,  the  Ministry  Responsible  for 
Multiculturalism  and  Immigration,  the  BC  Human  Rights  Commission  and  other 
government  agencies  a better  understanding  of  issues  facing  members  of  the 
Aboriginal  community. 

The  ministry  is  currently  funding  10  projects  totalling  approximately 
$85,000  that  are  variously  focussed  on  education  of  First  Nations  issues 
and  anti-racism  and  bridge  building  between  Aboriginal  Peoples  and  the 
broader  community. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Update  on  the  Minnesota  Wolf"  

Date:  Sat,  24  Oct  1998  17:50:55  -0500 

From:  "lean  BraveHeart"  < jbraveheart@sprynet . com> 

Subj : Fw:  MWA  Newsletter- Fall  1998 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Newsletter  - Fall  1998 
Minnesota  Wolf  Alliance 
PO  Box  6351/Minneapolis,  MN  55406 
(612)  8371754 

Director:  lean  Brave  Heart 
Asst  Director:  3an  Attridge 
jbraveheart@sprynet . com 
http : //www. nnic . com/mnwolves/ 

Update  on  the  Minnesota  Wolf 

We  are  still  recuperating  from  the  Wolf  Roundtable  Meetings  that  were 
held  all  summer.  We  did  manage  to  keep  wolf  hunting  in  Minnesota  at  bay 
for  another  five  years.  We  were  very  disappointed  that  in  the  plan 
farmers  could  shot  wolves  if  they  were  in  the  act  of  attacking  their 
livestock.  We  also  do  not  like  the  fact  that  dog  owners  can  kill  wolves 
if  they  are  attacking  their  dog. 

Of  course  this  management  plan  that  was  created  this  summer  will  not  be 
final  until  it  goes  to  the  legislature  in  January  of  1999.  At  that 
point  the  legislature  can  make  changes  if  they  want  to. 

The  Minnesota  Wolf  Alliance  will  be  at  the  legislature  to  make  sure  that 
the  plan  comes  out  with  the  wolves  best  interest  in  mind. 

Restoring  the  Wolf- 


From  gans@netcom.com  Fri  Nov  6 17:55:37  1998 
Date:  Tue,  3 Nov  1998  19:41:13  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.045 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Innu-L,  & Nat-Film  Lists; 

MNN  Mohawk  Nation  News;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
SAIIC;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"White  men  called  Indian  thieves ...  and  yet  we  lived  in  frail  skin  lodges 
and  needed  no  locks  or  iron  bars.  White  men  called  Indians  savages. 

What  is  civilization?  Its  marks  are  a noble  religion  and  philosophy, 
original  arts,  stirring  music,  rich  story  and  legend.  We  had  these." 

"We  sang  songs  that  carried  in  their  melodies  all  the  sounds  of  nature, 
the  running  of  waters,  the  sighing  of  winds  and  the  calls  of  the  animals. 
Teach  these  to  your  children  that  they  may  come  to  love  nature  as  we  love 
it . " 

"We  had  our  statesmen ...  and  their  oratory  has  never  been  equaled.  Teach 
the  children  some  of  those  speeches  of  our  people,  remarkable  for  their 
brilliant  oratory." 

"Tell  them  how  we  loved  all  that  was  beautiful.  That  we  killed  game  only 
for  food,  not  for  fun.  Indians  think  white  men  who  kill  for  fun  are 
murders . " 

"Put  in  your  history  books  the  Indian's  part  in  the  World  War.  Tell  how 
the  Indian  fought  for  a country  of  which  he  was  not  a citizen,  for  a 
flag  to  which  he  had  no  claim,  and  for  a people  that  had  treated  him 
unjustly. " 

Grand  Council  Fire  of  American  Indians,  December  1927 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
j Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  i 
! of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  i 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  I 
t States  Constitution,  I 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Dourney  | 

i The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  | 

i ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  ! 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Don  Feder's  opinion  column  in  the  Boston  Herald  on  October  26th  starts  out: 

"Plymouth  styles  itself  as  America's  hometown.  After  its  shameful 
surrender  to  a militant  gang  last  week,  it  should  change  its  name  to  the 
multicultural  mecca  or  perhaps  PC  Wonderland." 

"In  the  streets  of  Plymouth  on  Thanksgiving  Day  of  1997,  a group  of  200 
or  so  professional  Indians  and  their  radical  allies  staged  a protest 
against  Pilgrim  imperialism." 

(see  it  online  at  http://www.bostonherald.com/bostonherald/colm/26donl.htm) 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Mr.  Feder  goes  on  to  call  the  Plymouth  Selectmen  settlement  with  the 
Indians  (a  cash  payment,  plaques  detailing  the  Native  point  of  view  of  the 
settlement  of  Plymouth,  and  funds  to  teach  what  he  calls  "revisionist 
history"),  an  act  of  cowardice  and  political  correctness. 

He  labels  Indians  sulkers  and  whiners  because  we  have  not  "got  over"  our 
"conquest"  by  the  superior  Europeans--superior  because  they  had  invented 
the  wheel  and  written  language,  whereas  Indian  life  expectancy  was  only 
about  35  years,  we  warred  with  our  neighbors,  occasionally  starved  in  a 
fertile  land,  enslaved  our  own  and  even,  in  the  case  of  the  Lakota  and 
Plains  Indians,  engaged  in  human  sacrifice,  creviewer's  note--Lakota??? 

We  know  it  was  true  of  Shoshone  and  Aztecs,  but  were  there  others?  He 
does  not  mention  that  all  of  the  above  was  also  true  in  parts  of  Europe, 
most  of  it  in  the  same  era.> 

Mr.  Feder  is  angry  because  the  Selectmen  have  also  agreed  that  Indians 
may  march  on  Thanksgiving  without  permit,  whereas  other  groups  will  not 
enjoy  this  privilege.  His  comment:  "Emboldened  by  their  success,  Mahtowin 
Munro  of  the  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  promised  a larger,  and 
presumably  more  obnoxious,  gathering  this  year." 

He  continues:  "They  lost  this  glory  (primitive  lifestyle)  and  gained 
citizenship  in  the  greatest  nation  on  Earth.  Not  a bad  bargain....  Memo  to 
Mahtowin  Munro:  Your  ancestors  were  defeated.  Get  over  it." 

The  Boston  Herald  provides  a "talk  back"  page  so  readers  can  respond  to 
editorialists.  Also,  each  editorialist  has  a "guest  book"  so  readers  can 
view  other  readers'  responses.  As  you  can  imagine,  this  editorial  has 
engendered  some  back  talk  from  Indians  who  are  not  "over  it,"  but  there  are 
positive  comments,  too.  You  can  find  Don  Feder 's  guest  book 

at  http://www.bostonherald.com/guest  book/dfeder/guest  book.html. 

The  first  article  featured  in  this  week's  issue  is  the  response  sent  by 
my  half-side,  Janet.  Her  words  are  strong  and  right  on  the  mark.  It  is 
followed  by  an  equally  well  thought  out  response  by  a young  native 
Hawai'ian  now  living  in  Germany. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 
Again,  this  winter  this  editorial  section  will  feature  groups  or 
individuals  who  are  helping  those  in  need,  primarily  on  reservations  and 
especially  those  who  aid  children  and  elders.  Urban  help  will  not  be 
excluded.  I have  lived  in  the  Cedar-Riverside  area  of  Minneapolis  and 
been  a guest  in  Lakota  Housing  in  Rapid  City  and  in  Shiprock.  The  need 
to  eat  and  be  warm  does  not  end  because  a person  has  left  the  rez. 

PLEASE  forward  contact  information  for  all  you  know  who  help  those  less 
able  to  do  so  make  it  through  the  harsh  winter  months. 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

Joe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.O.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Joe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 


PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Another  contact  is  actually  two  projects:  One  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson  and  his 
wife. 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 
717-665-2727 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Flilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. TH0MAS_3+@ALBANY. VA.GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 


From  BIGMTLIST 


The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 
furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 


From:  "g  hindsman"  <tasunke@dmv. com> 

Sub j : Help  for  Families  on  Rez 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

All  of  the  donations  are  sorted  and  packed  for  each  family  according  to 
size,  sex  etc.  This  year  we  are  in  particular  need  of  blankets,  space 
heaters,  fans  and  linens  (towels  and  sheets) . We  have  many  toys  and 
clothing  of  all  sizes  but  good  winter  coats  are  always  useful.  We  are 
registered  as  a private  non  profit,  so  receipts  can  be  given  for 
donations.  We  can  always  use  money  donations. 

We  deliver  in  December,  Dune  and  in  August.  We  also  do  mail  deliveries 
occasionally.  Over  the  years,  we  have  made  many  friends  at  Pine  Ridge, 
Rosebud,  the  Crow  Agency  and  others.  We  try  to  help  with  special  requests 
when  we  can.  Morning  Star  has  also  been  a home  away  from  home  for  students 
and  elders  who  are  temporarily  on  the  East  Coast.  Our  headquarters  are 
located  in  Delaware  but  we  have  other  circles  in  Virginia,  New  York,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  soon  in  Florida. 


From:  Danet  S <jans@future.atlcom.net> 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas  Cassada. 
MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as  mediation 
assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian  Reservations  in  the  form  of 
clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys  for  the  children,  scholarship 
funding  and  household  provisions. 

This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and  notions. 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to  support 
the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within  the  United  States, 
South  and  North  Dakota. 

For  information  about  Morning  Star  you  can  call  or  write  our  Outreach 
Coordinator  at: 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 


Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  14:03:10  -0800 
From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker.org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 


automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 


Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Sub j : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 

FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Flercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130' s and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 


From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http: //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  communities 
on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Floly 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Violet  Catches 
HC  77  Box  500 
Howes,  SD  57748 


Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherny  Creek  Representatives 

P.0.  Box  101 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

House  #245 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Elvira  Chasing  Hawk 

Town  of  Red  Scaffold  Representatives 

Box  481  Red  Scaffold  RD 

Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 

or 

c/o  Candace  Hollow  Horn 
Box  522  Red  Scaffold  RD 
Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 


From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

The  Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community  Organization 
402  West  145th  Street  * New  York,  NY  10031 

212/926-5757  * 212/926-5842  (fax)  * ifco@igc.apc.org  (email)  * 
www.ifconews.org  (web) 

(earmark  your  gift  for  November  caravan  to  Chiapas) 


Bucketline  to  the  Elders 
First  Security  Bank 
205  N Main 
Layton,  UT  84041 


this  group  provides  food  and  supplies 

to  the  elders  of  the 

Big  Mountain  /Black  Mesa  area. 


Redfeather  Development  Corp 
Box  52652 

Bellevue,  WA  98015-2652 


This  group  repairs  and  winterizes 

housing  for  the 

elders  of  the  Dakotas  area. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : Response  to  Boston  Herald  Editorial"  

Date:  Sun,  01  Nov  1998  12:25:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  < jans@atlcom . net> 

Sub  j : 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  note:  Please  read  the  editorial  for  this  issue  to 

understand  the  background  for  this  letter 
sent  to  the  Boston  Herald  in  response  to  an 
editorial  attack  on  "Professional  Indian 
Invaders"  by  Don  Feders.] 


Sir, 

Those  "professional  Indians"  who  invaded  your  town  were  not  thugs,  they 
were  warriors- -representatives  for  those  of  us  who  could  not  join  them, 
and  there  are  more  of  us  who  support  them  than  you  imagine.  Less  than  500 
years  ago,  there  were  60  million  or  more  Indians  in  this  country.  By  your 
own  figures,  there  are  now  about  half  a million  of  us  left.  Where  are  all 
those  Indians  today,  sir?  Where  did  55  million  Indian  people  go? 

How  can  you  say  our  people  are  "better  off"?  Sir,  most  of  us  are  dead 
and  all  of  us  have  been  robbed  of  our  lands  and  way  of  life.  Most  of  us 
were  deliberately  robbed  of  our  language,  identities  and  our  very 
relationship  with  our  Creator.  Better  off? 

We  can't  even  count  on  peace  when  we  go  to  our  graves  --  between  the 
anthropologists  and  the  Wal-Marts,  we  find  our  bones  tossed  willy-nilly 
into  boxes  for  study.  Why  don't  you  go  dig  up  John  Smith  or  George 
Washington  or  Betsy  Ross  and  see  how  many  teeth  they  were  buried  with?  If 
we  were  so  "primitive,"  and  useless,  sir,  why  the  great  interest  in  how  we 
lived? 

The  descent  of  Indians  on  your  town  was  far  less  ignoble  than  the 
European  descent  upon  that  and  other  Indian  towns  in  this  country  in  past 
centuries.  The  Indians  returned  the  favor,  gently  I might  add,  and  it 
inconvenienced  you  and  your  town's  businesses  and  government  for  a few 
hours.  Why  can't  YOU  get  over  it?  Did  anybody  die  as  happened  when  YOUR 
ancestors  visited  the  homes  of  Indians?  Did  anybody  lose  their  homes 
forever  when  the  Indians  visited  as  happened  when  your  people  came?  You 
whine  that  now  Indians  will  be  permitted  to  assemble  freely  on  the  streets 
of  land  that  was  stolen  from  them  when  other  groups  can't.  It  doesn't 
sound  to  me  like  an  Indian  problem.  It's  those  other  groups'  problem.  If 
they  want  to  exercise  their  right  to  peaceably  assemble,  then  let  THEM  do 
the  hard  work  of  regaining  that  right. 

Even  your  so-called  anthropological  defense  (the  apologia  of  every 
genocide  perpetrated  upon  another  nation) --that  it  was  for  our  own  good-- 
is  a pack  of  lies  (not  uncommon  when  a member  of  your  culture  is  talking 
about  or  to  Indians).  The  average  lifespan  for  EVERYBODY  in  the  1700s 
including  Europeans  was  about  35  years.  A 45  year  old  person  was  an 
ancient  in  Europe.  A lot  more  of  European  babies  died  in  the  1700s  than 
ours--our  midwives  and  our  child  care  systems  were  better.  We  didn't  have 
jails  or  police.  Didn't  need  them.  Our  people  were  noted  by  explorers  to 
be  taller  and  better  nourished  than  Europeans  in  most  cases.  I can  point 
you  to  a quote  by  a late  1700s  European  medical  doctor  admitting  that  the 
medical  knowledge  of  the  average  grandmother  or  medicine  man  in  the  New 
World  was  far  superior  to  that  of  the  greatest  European  science  of  that 
time.  Nobody  knows  what  we'd  have  now  if  we'd  been  left  in  peace.  Some 
herbs  "grubbed"  by  our  forefathers  have  remained  in  the  phar  ma  copeas  to 
this  day,  and  others,  dismissed  as  useless  weeds  by  their  "progressive" 
supplanters  are  being  "rediscovered"  now.  They  can  even  help  cure  the 
cancers  your  progress  brought  with  you.  You  can  thank  us  now,  please,  for 
that  knowledge,  rather  than  belittle  our  primitive  ignorance. 

Europeans  were  gifted  with  fertile  land,  too,  but  the  "progress"  of  the 
far  more  civilized  Europeans,  who,  after  all  had  a wheel  and  a written 
language,  had  stripped  that  land  to  the  point  that  people  starved 
routinely.  Diseases  that  were  never  before  seen  on  this  side  of  the  world 
ravaged  Europe  routinely.  Brutal  oppressions  at  any  excuse,  including 


disagreements  over  religion  and  whether  or  not  technological  advances  were 
a good  thing  saw  thousands  of  you  killing  each  other.  Your  streets  were 
awash  with  human  feces  and  violence.  Your  jails  were  dungeons  of  horror. 

Of  course  you  had  the  wheel,  and  thus  could  visit  your  wars  on  others 
further  and  faster.  And  you  had  gunpowder,  which  made  the  killing  ever  so 
much  faster  and  more  impersonal.  Thanks  a lot  for  THAT  advance.  We've 
benefited  from  that  more  than  I can  tell  you. 

Why  do  you  think  so  many  Europeans  were  willing  to  risk  their  families 
lives  in  the  rigors  and  dangers  of  an  ocean  voyage  in  the  1600s  and  1700s 
when  it  was  hardly  quick  and  comfortable?  Enterprising  spirit?  Sense  of 
adventure?  Heroism?  I don't  think  so,  sir.  Living  conditions  were 
miserable  in  Europe--so  miserable  that  leaving  home  and  family,  living  for 
months  in  wretched  ship  conditions  and  then  facing  the  uncertainties  of  an 
unfamiliar  land  were  preferable  to  staying  behind  in  the  mess  your  own 
people  had  made  in  their  civilization. 

We  are  to  be  GRATEFUL  you  imported  that  civilization  to  this  land,  which 
our  people  had  occupied  for  centuries  without  spoiling  it?  Now  I,  a Creek 
woman,  cannot  swim  in  the  Chattahoochee  river  unless  I want  to  share  my 
swim  with  gobs  of  raw  human  refuse.  I could  substitute  any  number  of 
rivers  names  for  that  one--it  just  happens  to  be  the  one  I live  near. 
Hundreds  of  acres  of  our  fertile  land  are  now  covered  with  concrete  that 
grows  nothing  but  road  rage.  Our  children  are  bringing  guns  to  their 
schools  and  slaughtering  other  children.  Our  air  literally  makes  our 
children  and  elders  sick  because  that  wheel  your  geniuses  created  grew  to 
burn  gas.  Your  great  inventors  created  weapons  of  war  that  can  and  have 
destroyed  whole  cities  in  a single  moment.  Our  "brutal  wars?"  Let's 
visit  that.  Know  how  the  Cherokee  and  Creek  settled  their  differences? 

Ball  game.  We'd  get  up  on  Soapstone  Ridge  --  whole  villages  of  us,  and 
play  stickball  (precursor  to  lacrosse).  Yes  it  was  a violent  game  with  few 
rules  and  enormous  stakes,  so  a FEW  people  died  or  were  badly  injured 
sometimes.  The  winner  got  the  best  hunting  grounds. 

Want  to  know  how  your  people  won  this  land?  It  wasn't  anything  so  noble 
as  battle,  sir.  There's  a reason  Indians  keep  winning  land  back  in  courts, 
and  that  reason  isn't  because  your  judges  and  juries  have  suddenly  become 
PC  or  cowards  or  any  other  such  thing.  It's  that  much  of  our  the  land  was 
taken  from  us  through  such  blatant  fraud  that  present-day  courts  are 
finally  having  to  acknowledge  it--after  all,  now  thanks  to  your 
communications  advances,  the  whole  world  can  watch  and  judge  the  American 
version  of  honor  and  human  rights  in  our  own  land.  Indians  weren't 
accustomed  to  dishonor.  When  a promise  or  a deal  was  struck,  it  was 
honored  by  our  people.  We  weren't  accustomed  to  measles,  smallpox  or  the 
cheating,  lying  and  fraud  that  was  brought  by  European  "civilized"  people 
and  stays  here  until  this  day,  and  it's  hard  to  say  which  one  killed  or 
displaced  the  most  of  us. 

If  matters  had  changed  over  the  centuries,  maybe  we  could  all  call  it 
"bad  history"  and  go  home.  Unfortunately,  matters  have  not  changed  much. 
Some  of  us  managed  to  take  the  land  the  courts  granted  were  wrongly  taken 
and  build  enterprises  that  feed  our  people  and  even  enrich  them.  Does 
your  culture  celebrate  our  accomplishments?  Hardly.  Some  of  your 
legislators  are  shifting  about  desperately  even  now  to  find  ways  to  take 
those  enterprises  or  their  incomes  away  from  us.  Occasionally  we  find 
something  useful  on  those  trash  land  discards  you  warehoused  our  nations 
on--and  we  see  more  desperate  thrashing  about  to  find  ways  to  ensure  that 
we  don't  benefit  from  it.  Our  charities  plead  to  help  the  poor  of  third 
world  nations  survive--but  won't  go  look  at  Pine  Ridge  or  Rosebud  or 
Shiprock  or  Snowbird.  Excuse  me  sir.  Your  people's  genocide  and  cheating 
and  fraud  and  dishonor  isn't  over.  And  we  won't  get  over  it  until  it  is. 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muscogee  Creek 

— "RE:  Another  Plymouth  Was  History  Response"  

Date:  Sat,  31  Oct  1998  11:37:49  -1000 

From:  Ernest  Dichter  Institut  <106174. 3604@compuserve.com> 

Sub j : Plymouth  was  history;  get  over  it! 


Mailing  List: 


Kanakamaoliallies  <kanakamaoliallies-l@hawaii . edu> 


Aloha  k'kou, 

(U.S.  Thought-Controllen-General ' s Warning:  the  following  contains  some 
statements  whose  intent  is  ironic  and  do  not  literally  reflect  the 
author's  beliefs.) 

As  forwarded  by  Kathie  Tennery  <cwpub(3visuallink.  com>, 

Don  Feder  wrote  in  the  "Boston  Herald": 

> Plymouth  was  history;  get  over  it! 

Hmm...well,  I guess  it's  time  to  tear  down  the  "Battleship  Arizona" 
memorial  and  museum  now.  Pearl  Harbor  was  history;  get  over  it! 

And  in  the  spirit  of  Henry  Ford  ("history  is  bunk"),  might  as  well 
abolish  Veterans'  Day,  Memorial  Day  and  so  on,  and  plow  under  Punchbowl 
and  Arlington  National  Cemeteries  for  some  more  condo  complexes  while 
we're  at  it. 

> Hereafter,  the  Indians  will  be  allowed  to  march  on  Thanksgiving  without 

> a permit,  giving  them  a right  no  other  group  (Irish  Americans,  Italian 

> Americans)  enjoys  in  the  town. 

I seem  to  remember  Bobby  Sands  of  the  IRA  being  named  "Honorary  Grand 
Marshal"  of  New  York  City's  St.  Patrick's  Day  parade  in  the  early  70s 
(at  the  time,  Mr.  Sands  was  serving  time  in  a British  prison,  having  been 
convicted  of  terrorist  acts).  There  was  also  an  organization  in  the 
northeastern  U.S.  named  NORAID  which  more  or  less  openly  collected  money 
for  the  IRA's  less  savory  (i.e.  bloodier)  activities. 

The  Irish-American  communities  in  New  York,  New  Haven  (Conn.)  and,  yes, 
Boston,  seemed  to  think  all  this  was  just  dandy.  British  troops  were  in 
Northern  Ireland;  Irish-American  passions  were  running  high;  politicians 
with  large  numbers  of  Irish-Americans  in  their  districts  and  U.S. 
newspapers  went  out  of  their  way  to  show  they  "understood". 

> Would  the  world  really  be  a better  place  if  nomadic  hunters  and  herders 

> with  a Stone  Age  culture  (that  hadn't  managed  to  invent  the  wheel  or  a 

> written  language)  had  remained  the  sole  proprietors  of  this  continent? 

An  interesting  view  of  things,  considering  that  for  tens  of  thousands  of 
years  before  the  present  era,  *all*  human  beings  were  "nomadic..."  etc. 

Some  cultures  arrived  at  certain  stages  of  development  earlier  than  others 
--  this  gives  the  ones  who  got  there  first  the  right  to  murder  the  others? 
Are  we  bees,  where  the  first  queen  bee  to  emerge  from  her  pupal  cell  goes 
around  and  stings  all  the  other  developing  queen  larvae  to  death?  Insect 
ethics? 

Given  that  his  own  ancestors  were  once  "nomadic...",  what  makes  Mr.  Feder 
think  the  "Indians"  would  have  stayed  that  way  forever,  if  they  had  been 
left  alone  to  develop  instead  of  getting  the  Holocaust  treatment? 

> Would  present-day  Native  Americans  be  better  off  with  an  average  life  span 

> of  35  years  (most  of  it  spent  grubbing  for  food),  periodically  starving 

> in  a fertile  land,  fighting  bloody  wars  with  primitive  weapons, 

> exterminating  or  enslaving  other  indigenous  people,  and  (in  the  case  of 

> the  Iroquois  and  certain  Plains  tribes)  practicing  human  sacrifice? 

Well,  now,  let's  just  recall  the  story  of  Abraham  and  Isaac  from  the 
Torah  / the  Old  Testament  of  the  Bible.  If  I grasp  Mr.  Feder's  logic, 

Abraham  was  basically  just  a "nomadic..."  etc.  so  it  would  have  been  no 
loss  if  he  had  been  killed. 

Now  Abraham  was  up  there  on  the  mountain  a-fixin'  to  slice  his  son 
Isaac's  throat  --  an  act  apparently  within  his  fatherly  prerogatives 
according  to  the  traditions  of  his  time  and  his  part  of  the  world  --  as  a 
sacrifice  to  his  god,  which  became  the  Hebrew  and  later  the  Christian  God. 


Now,  if  the  U.S.  Cavalry  had  shown  up  just  at  that  moment  --  maybe  as  a 
Hollywood  history/sci-fi  shtick  where  Indiana  Tones  travels  back  in  time? 
--  it  would  have  been  curtains  for  Abraham.  "See?  Human  sacrifice!  Ready., 
aim... fire!"  5000  years  of  ludeo-Christian  culture  including  the  Pilgrims 
and  current-day  Boston  would  have  been  cut  off  at  the  root. 

Or  take  Moses.  Now,  after  Moses  led  the  Hebrews  out  of  bondage  in  Egypt 
they  were  left  wandering  in  the  desert  for  40  years  --  doubtlessly  "most 
of  it  spent  grubbing  for  food."  And  when  they  finally  got  to  the  Promised 
Land,  Canaanites  and  Philistines  (Palestinians)  were  already  there.  So 
what  did  the  Hebrews  do?  Take  control  of  it  by  "fighting  bloody  wars  with 
primitive  weapons,  exterminating  or  enslaving  other  indigenous  people." 

How  do  the  Don  Feders  of  this  world  know  that  God  / the  Great  Spirit 
wasn't  planning  to  reveal  new  things  to  the  "Indians"  in  His  own  good  time 
and  in  His  own  way,  when  the  time  was  ripe?  "Once  a (human-sacrificing, 
like  Abraham)  nomad,  always  a nomad"? 

How  many  Abrahams  have  been  killed  in  North  America?  How  many  Moses 
figures,  who  would  have  brought  new  covenants  from  the  Great  Spirit  to 
their  respective  peoples,  were  never  able  to  be  born?  Aside  from  the  fact 
that  the  humane,  democratic  Iroquois  seem  to  have  been  way  ahead  of 
despotic  Europe  in  the  18th  century. 

"Right  to  Life",  anyone?  It's  not  okay  to  abort  the  life  of  an  embryo  or 
fetus,  but  it  *is*  okay  to  abort,  at  an  embryonic  stage,  the  life  and 
further  development  of  entire  nations  and  cultures  by  physically 
exterminating  them? 

But  of  course  God  works  in  the  "Boston  Herald"  editorial  offices.  As  Mr. 
Feder  was  sitting  down  at  his  computer  to  write  his  piece,  it  seems  he 
found  an  E-mail  from  the  Lord  Himself  affirming  the  complete  lack  of  any 
Divine  Plan  for  the  "Indians"  (except  as  casino  operators  and  fodder  for 
Western-movie  screenwriters) . 

> Would  the  world  really  be  a better  place  if  nomadic  hunters 

> and  herders  with  a Stone  Age  culture  (that  hadn't  managed 

> to  invent  the  wheel  or  a written  language)  had  remained  the 

> sole  proprietors  of  this  continent?" 

Oh,  I see.  I suppose  Mr.  Feder  thinks  it's  okay  for  a six-year-old  to 
throttle  his  one-year  old  sibling  in  the  cradle  (since,  after  all,  that 
infant  brother  or  sister  "hasn't  managed"  to  learn  to  walk  or  talk  yet). 

If  you  happen  to  have  a head  start  in  time  and  development  on  someone  else 
make  the  most  of  it:  you've  got  "moral  Teflon"  and  are  entitled  to  do 
whatever  you  want  --is  that  the  philosophy  of  the  "greatest  nation  on 
Earth"?  Is  that  all  the  wisdom  Turtle  Islanders  have  been  able  to  distill 
from  human  experience  down  through  the  ages? 

Does  Mr.  Feder  believe  that  although  he  was  once  a baby  and  became  a 
grown-up,  other  humans  still  in  their  infancy  are  not  capable  of  that 
development?  Naturally  not.  Yet  he  appears  to  believe  that,  although  some 
"Stone  Age"  cultures,  given  the  time,  eventually  evolved  into  the 
European-American  dominant  culture  he  finds  so  praiseworthy,  other  "Stone 
Age"  cultures  deserve  to  be  exterminated  because  (he  assumes)  they  would 
not  have  evolved  in  any  significant  way  no  matter  how  much  time  they  were 
given.  How  does  he  know  this? 

It  sounds  like  just  another  round  of  "Cain  slew  Abel"  to  me.  Guess  I'm 
just  dense. 

> My  own  people  were  enslaved  by  Egyptians,  overrun  by  Babylonians, 

> subjugated  by  Syrian  Greeks,  conquered  by  Romans,  evicted  by  the  Spanish 

> and  oppressed  by  most  of  Europe  for  much  of  a millennium.  It's  called 

> history. 

In  Europe  we  have  laws  to  protect  the  feelings  of  persons  of  lewish 
ancestry  in  general  and  Holocaust  survivors  / family  members  of  Holocaust 
victims.  The  right  of  free  speech  is  restricted  to  the  extent  that  it  is 
illegal,  for  example,  for  anyone  (such  as  neo-Nazis)  publicly  to  assert 
that  the  Shoah/Holocaust  never  occurred,  to  glorify  the  Nazis  or  show 
disrespect  to  their  victims,  or  indeed  to  stir  up  hatred  of  any  ethnic. 


religious  or  social  minority. 

The  restrictions  are  so  far-reaching  that  Dean-Marie  LePen,  the  founder 
of  France's  far-right  National  Front,  has  been  indicted  for  a speech  in 
which,  although  not  denying  Dews  had  been  killed,  he  remarked  that  "the 
gas  chambers  are  a mere  detail  of  history."  And  animal-rights  activist  and 
retired  actress  Brigitte  Bardot  was  just  sentenced  for  a making  a "racist" 
comparison  between  French  Muslims  who  ritually  slaughter  lambs  at  their 
feasts  and  the  butchery  of  death  squads  in  Algeria. 

Mr.  Feder  is  thus  in  interesting  company  with  his  opinions,  especially 
considering  his  hint  that  he  has  Dewish  ancestry.  Would  he  condemn 
Europe's  special,  legally-prescribed  extra  consideration  of  Flolocaust 
survivors  and  their  feelings  over  the  past  50  years  as  unnecessary  and 
wrong?  Perhaps  he  would  be  interested  in  a debate  with  Mr.  Ignatz  Bubis, 
the  chairman  of  the  Dewish  Community  Council  here  in  Frankfurt,  on  this 
topic . 

Still,  there  is  something  to  be  said  for  the  "Get  over  it"  approach. 

Rather  than  "defending"  the  planet's  only  super-mega-ultra-hyperpower  by 
taking  cheap  shots  at  a handful  of  "Indians",  why  doesn't  Mr.  Feder  tackle 
a tougher  opponent  such  as,  say,  the  hard-liners  in  Israel? 

Not  only  would  that  make  a more  sporting  match;  persuading 
ultranationalist  Israelis  to  get  over  their  historically-rooted  anger  -- 
and  to  stop  taking  it  out  on  Palestinians  --  might  well  speed  the  region's 
advance  toward  a real  and  just  peace. 

> Regrettably,  the  Plymouth  protesters  aren't  alone.  Afrocentrists 

> (still  whining  about  an  institution  that  ended  133  years  ago). 

In  the  U.S.,  there  was  slavery,  and  then  later  there  was  apartheid. 

Slavery  formally  ended  133  years  ago.  Flowever,  I was  already  in  my  early 
twenties  when  U.S.  apartheid  ended  (at  least  on  paper).  My  entire 
generation  spent  its  formative  years  under  U.S.  apartheid.  One  of  its  most 
vocal  supporters,  the  Flon.  Strom  Thurmond,  is  still  in  the  Senate.  And  at 
present  U.S.  foreign  policy  is  at  the  mercy  of  his  fellow  Southerner  (and 
no  friend  of  minorities).  Sen.  Desse  Helms.  The  battle  is  far  from  over; 
on  the  contrary,  the  evidence  seems  to  be  that  the  issue  must  be  thrashed 
out  anew  in  the  minds  of  each  new  generation. 

> Hispanic  activists  (who  insist  the  Southwest  is  stolen  property)  and 

> other  perpetually  aggrieved  minorities  are  also  coming,  hatchets  in  hand, 

"Perpetually  aggrieved"?  I spent  most  of  *my*  life  bending  over  backwards, 
trying  to  over  achieve  / overfulfil  Turtle  Islanders'  expectations  (sort  of 
a "more  Catholic  than  the  Pope"  / "more  patriotic  than  the  Pentagon", 
Hawaiian-Nisei  "we'll  prove  to  you  we're  the  best  troops  you  ever  had", 

442nd  Battalion  syndrome). 

If  my  heart  has  now  turned  away  from  the  U.S.  and  its  myths  about  itself, 
it  is  like  the  heart  of  a woman  married  to  an  abusive  man.  For  decades  she 
is  loyal,  gives  him  her  all,  tries  over  and  over  to  win  his  approval, 
covers  for  him,  and  hopes  against  hope  that  somehow  he  will  change.  Until 
one  day  she  finally  realizes  he  will  *never*  change  and  throws  the  bum  out. 

> to  demolish  the  greatest  experiment  in  genuine  diversity 

> the  world  has  ever  known. 

Genuine  diversity?  I think  not.  The  U.S.  contains  far  *less*  "genuine" 
diversity  --  that  is,  diversity  of  *locally-dominant*  languages,  ways  of 
life,  religions,  cultures,  political/economic  philosophies  etc.  --  than 
any  other  land  area  on  the  globe  of  roughly  comparable  size  and  population. 

Tiny  Switzerland  has  *four*  official  national  languages:  French,  German, 
Italian  and  Ratoromanian,  with  the  latter  being  the  first  language  of  only 
around  50,000  people.  That's  what  "genuine"  diversity  looks  like. 

On  scales  large  enough  to  show  up  on  an  ordinary  map,  "genuine" 
diversity  (as  opposed  to  "a  choice  of  little  subculture  ghettos")  in  the 
U.S.  tends  to  be  a Coke  vs.  Pepsi  (or  even:  Microsoft  vs.  all-the-rest-put- 
together)  type  of  deal.  Two  main  choices  (which,  aside  from  the  emotion- 


laden  single-issue  controversies,  are  actually  quite  similar)  --  a voter- 
input  channel  bandwidth  of=20  *one  bit*  (tops),  in  computer  science  terms. 

In  contrast,  the  German  parliament  just  sworn  in  has  *six*  parties:  the 
(pro-labor,  jobs  at  any  price)  Social  Democrats,  the  Greens,  the  Christian 
Democratic  Union,  the  Bavarian  (and  thus  strongly  Catholic-influenced) 
Christian  Social  Union,  the  (laissez-faire  economics)  Free  Democrats,  and 
the  post-communist  PDS  ("Party  of  Democratic  Socialism").  About  1 in  4 
parliamentarians  is  a woman. 

The  ranks  of  the  newly-elected  include  young  and  old;  the  devoutly 
religious,  vaguely  religious,  agnostic  (quite  a few  of  the  new  ministers 
omitted  the  phrase  "so  help  me  God"  when  taking  their  oath  of  office),  and 
atheist;  a few  "out"  gay  men  and  lesbians;  one  "punk"-styled  woman  with 
red  and  green  hair;  and  a couple  of  Germans  of  Turkish  descent.  No,  not 
perfect,  but  not  bad  either  for  a fairly  homogeneous  and  staid  central 
European  country  of  80-odd  million  about  the  size  of  New  York,  New  Jersey 
and  New  England  combined. 

I remember  riding  the  HRT  bus  in  Honolulu  as  a kid  in  the  1950s,  looking 
at  the  strip  of  little  ad  posters  mounted  above  the  windows.  As  filler  for 
unsold  space,  there  were  "public  service"  ads  (Smokey  the  Bear  etc.)  from 
the  "Advertising  Council",  the  ad  industry  group.  One  of  their  campaigns 
went,  "Worship  this  week  --  in  the  church  or  synagogue  of  your  choice." 

I was  only  eleven  or  so  but,  even  then,  it  occurred  to  me  that  there  was 
something  wrong  with  the  mentality  behind  these  ads,  at  least  for  Hawai'i. 
The  purpose  of  mentioning  "synagogue"  was  "interfaith  pluralism",  but 
pluralism  of  a kind  seemingly  limited  to  Catholic,  Protestant,  Mormon  and 
Jewish:  the  GM,  Ford,  American  Motors  and  Chrysler  of  U.S.  religion,  so  to 
speak. 

Buddhists?  Shintoists?  Traditionally-minded  native  Hawaiians,  Koreans 
and  Chinese?  And  perhaps  there  were  few  Moslems  in  Hawai'i,  but  there 
weren't  that  many  lews  either. 

In  those  days  too,  people  were  selling  America  with  slogans  like  "the 
greatest  experiment  in  genuine  diversity  the  world  has  ever  known"  (TM) 
(or,  in  those  days,  "Trademark  Reg.  U.S.  Pat.  Off."). 

"But  then,"  I wondered,  with  the  naive  logical  rigour  of  childhood,  "if 
whoever  is  serious  about  wanting  to  promote  'pluralism',  shouldn't  the  ad 
read,  'Worship  this  week  --  at  the  church  or  HEIAU,  TEMPLE  OR  SHRINE, 
MOSQUE  OR  synagogue  of  your  choice'?!" 

"Did  the  grown-ups  here  in  Hawai'i  responsible  for  placing  these  ads 
really  think  things  through?  Or  did  they  just  walk  around  in  a daze, 
following  orders,  going  through  the  motions,  doing  whatever  Mainland  types 
told  them  to  do?"  Small-keed  time,  I couldn't  articulate  all  this.  But  I 
recall  feeling  vaguely  disgusted. 

The  "Boston  Herald"  item  makes  me  feel  disgusted  now. 

Parting  shot  for  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution:  "Anarchists  and 
terrorists  destroy  valuable  British  cargo  in  Boston  Harbor"  --  "Boston 
Herald"  headline  reporting  on  the  "Boston  Tea  Party"? 

A hui  hou, 

Leilani  Akwai 
Dreieich,  Germany 

"Chryin  fo  string  mana'o  lei  from  da  frowah  of  newspaypah-kine  stuffs 
(get  trobble  bot:  goat-kukae  in,  goat-kukae  out)" 

"RE : Canadian  Racist  Editorial"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Oct  1998  02:20:13  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Another  classic  Canadian  racist  editorial 

[Editorial  comment:  If  you  thought  the  racial  ignorance  and  arrogance 
demonstrated  by  Don  Feders  was  limited  to  angry 
Bostonians  attempting  to  defend  the  perpetuation  of 
of  a celebration  based  on  lies  and  bigotry,  hold 
your  nose  and  read  this  Victoria  Times  editorial.] 


Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


NATIVES  SHOULD  FOLLOW  SCOTS  AND  NOT  DWELL  ON  GRIEVANCES 
Victoria  Times  Colonist,  October  20,  1998,  National  Issues 
by  Dohn  Robson  - Ottawa  Citizen 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  lohn  Robson  is  the  deputy  editorial  page  editor  for  the 
Ottawa  Citizen. 

The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased  or  distorted 
information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is 
provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  haunting  ballad  The  Massacre  of  Glencoe  recalls  the  slaughter  of  the 
MacDonalds  by  the  Campbells  in  1692  on  orders  from  King  William  III.  A 
typical  piece  of  Scots  folk  memory,  it  records  an  act  of  bloody  treason 
motivated  by  obscure  and  ancient  resentments.  It  speaks  of  violence  past 
and  future,  of  resentment  of  King  Billy  to  match  that  of  Ireland.  And  the 
Anglo-Scots  border  was  the  scene  of  much  mayhem,  which  regularly  spilled 
over  into  Scotland  and  less  frequently  into  England.  But  then,  as  Thomas 
Sowell  notes  in  Cultures  and  Conquests,  in  the  17th  and  18th  centuries, 
something  very  curious  happened. 

The  Scots  began  to  recognize  in  large  numbers  that  the  tragedy  of  their 
history  was  largely  self-inflicted,  not  least  the  endless  sterile  feuding 
that  left  them  poor,  illiterate  and  weak.  They  became  acutely  aware  of  an 
embarrassed  by  the  contrast  between  themselves  and  the  English,  and  set 
about  eliminating  it.  They  read  the  books  the  English  read,  and  sought  to 
improve  their  table  manners,  the  subjects  of  their  discourse,  their  civil 
discipline  and  so  forth.  It  worked:  They  quickly  became  a leading  force  in 
the  world.  To  give  just  one  example,  Adam  Smith  and  lames  Watt  were  both  at 
the  University  of  Glasgow  in  the  1760s. 

By  now  the  population  of  Scotland  is  only  about  five  million,  but  despite 
Glencoe  there  are  about  15  million  MacDonalds  and  Macdonalds  worldwide  (the 
surname,  not  the  restaurant)  Our  first  prime  minister  was  one.  Sowell 
insists  that  cultures  are  working  tools,  and  if  yours  doesn't  work  very 
well  you  should  imitate  the  Scots  and  fix  it  (rather  than,  say,  the  Irish 
and  the  Welsh,  who  had  the  same  opportunity  as  the  Scots  but  flubbed  it). 
This  is  contrary  to  the  received  wisdom  expressed  recently  by  an  Ottawa 
Citizen  contributor,  that  "cultural  appropriation . . . the  taking  of  ideas, 
objects  or  practices  from  a culture  that  is  not  one's  own...  is  based  on  a 
relationship  of  power... on  a long  history  of  colonialism  in  which  the 
colonizing  peoples  felt  they  could  take  whatever  they  found  beautiful  and 
useful,  and  use  it  however  they  wished." 

These  are  bitter  words,  but  the  really  bitter  truth  is  that  the  colonizing 
peoples  were  in  a position  to  colonize  because  of  their  ability  to  borrow 
in  this  manner,  not  the  reverse.  So  I think  of  the  Scots  whenever  I hear 
Canadian  aboriginal  activists  say  something  like  the  following,  from  a 
young  Inuit  woman:  "Our  elders  say  we  want  to  live  like  white  people. 

That's  not  true.  How  did  we  get  this  lifestyle  we  have  today?  It  was  our 
elders  who  began  trading  with  the  white  people.  They  brought  us  to  school 
too . " 

And  during  a recent  Micmac  blockade  in  Quebec,  one  elder  condemned  a 
compromise-minded  leader  by  saying  "I  fear  we  are  being  ruled  by  white 
Micmacs."  That  phrase  is  as  harmful  a cultural  artifact  as  you  could  want, 
since  it  tells  young  people  that  going  to  school,  obeying  the  law,  and 
respecting  the  rights  of  others  is  flat  out  blood  treason.  It  speaks  of 
Indians,  mired  in  poverty  and  ignorance,  devoting  all  their  efforts  to  not 
finding  out  how  other  people  English  who,  having  absorbed  Scotland, 
pillaged  its  heritage  for  haggis,  bagpipes  and  kilts.  Rather  the  Scots, 
after  centuries  of  illiterate  violence,  smartened  up  and  pillaged  England's. 
Cultural  appropriation  does  not  consist  of  putting  a gun  to  the  head  of  the 
downtrodden,  saying  "Sing  me  the  songs  of  your  people"  and  then  turning 
them  into  elevator  muzak.  It  is  not  the  result  of  power  but  its  cause. 

The  Scots  are  strong  because  they  borrowed,  not  the  reverse.  And  what 
holds  many  of  Canada's  aboriginals  in  poverty  is  not  that  they  have  borrowed 
too  much  from  the  wider  world  but  that  they  have  borrowed  too  little.  As 
Sowell  notes  in  the  context  of  Third  World  countries,  a major  obstacle  to 
such  borrowing  can  be  an  elite,  educated  in  the  soft  social  sciences,  that 
is  hostile  to  cultural  transfers.  It  is  such  people  who  most  vocally  tell 


Indians  today  to  stick  to  their  own  culture  and  not  act  "white"  (although 
they,  with  their  cell  phones,  law  degrees  and  expense  accounts,  are  very 
much  at  home  in  the  "white"  world.)-  But  what  these  people  call  "white" 
culture  is  just  the  late  20th  century,  which  must  be  understood  or  it  will 
run  you  over  or  push  you  aside. 

And  what  they  call  "authentic"  native  culture  consists  of  a deep  sense  of 
racial  identity,  a belief  in  collectivism,  endless  brooding  on  past  wrongs 
and  a sense  of  entitlement  that  makes  people  highly  unpleasant  and 
unrewarding  to  deal  with.  It  does  not  matter  whether  it  is  authentic  or  not 
(I  say  it  is  not).  The  point  is  it  is  worse  than  useless  today,  as  it  would 
have  been  for  an  18th  century  Scot  to  nurse  grievances  over  Bannockburn  or 
even  Glencoe.  So  forget  the  snow  that  swept  Glencoe. 


Letters  to  Times-Colonist  - mailto:jknox@victoriatimescolonist.com 
Letters  to  John  Robson:  jrobson@thecitizen.southam.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Interview  with  Adrian  Tanner"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Oct  1998  07:15:38  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : News:  Voisey's  Bay  (Interview  w/  Adrian  Tanner) 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

The  environmental  assessment  panel  still  continues  with  their  public 
hearings  on  the  coast  and  in  Goose  Bay  regardless  of  some  organizations  who 
believe  that  they  should  not  continue.  - Interview  with  Dr.  Adrian  Tanner 
Key  Words:  ["Dr.  Adrian  Tanner"  Citizens  Mining  Council,  Voisey's  Bay 

Nickel  Company] 

Media:  CKOK-AM  Reporter:  IOANNA  DICKER 

Date:  10/26/98,  14:30:20 


Eva  Kojak:  The  environmental  assessment  panel  still  continues  with  their 
public  hearings  on  the  coast  and  in  Goose  Bay  regardless  of  some 
organizations  who  believe  that  they  should  not  continue.  The  Canada's 
Mining  Council  believes  that  there  was  not  adequate  information  to  carry  on 
into  public  hearings.  Adrian  Tanner  is  with  the  Memorial  University  of 
Newfoundland  in  St.  Dolin' s as  well  as  with  the  Mining  Council.  I spoke 
with  him  this  morning.  First  of  all.  Dr.  Tanner  tell  us  why  you  made  a 
presentation  to  the  environmental  assessment  panel  ***. 

Dr.  Adrian  Tanner:  Yes,  I'm  a member  of  the  Citizens  Mining  Council, 
which,  I think  you  can  say,  began  life  as  with  a concern  over  the  smelter 
that  was  spoken  of  as  being  located  here,  but  the  decision  was  made  to  put 
the  smelter  under  a different  environmental  assessment  process  from  the 
mine  mill  at  Voisey's  Bay. 

Eva  Kojak:  What  came  out  of  your  presentation? 

Dr.  Adrian  Tanner:  In  addition  to  our  concerns  that  I just  mentioned,  we 
have  looked  through  the  assessments.  And  on  several  points  we  are  not 
happy  with  the  job  that  was  done.  And  I will  simplify  this  down  to  two 
main  points.  Number  one,  we  do  not  think  the  EIS,  the  environmental  impact 
statement,  was  ready  to  go  to  public  review  because  there  were  things 
missing  that  should  have  been  there.  Number  one,  the  main  instrument  to 
deal  with  the  social  impact  of  the  mine  are  to  be  contained  in  something 


called  the  impact  benefit  agreement.  Those  agreements  have  yet  to  be 
completed.  And  so  we  as  outside  interveners  cannot  see  what  ...  we  can't 
read  these  impact  benefit  agreements  because  they  haven't  been  written  yet. 
And  so  we  feel  that  on  that  basis  it  was  improper  of  the  panel  to  send  the 
EIS  for  public  review  under  the  Canadian  Environmental  Impact  Assessment 
process.  An  EIS  is  not  ready  for  public  review  until  all  information  is 
available  about  it.  And  we  feel  that  the  impact  benefit  agreement  is  a 
key,  absolutely  essential  part  of  how  the  company  proposes  to  minimize  the 
social  impact  of  the  mine.  I should  say  there  was  a second  concern,  and 
that  was  that  everybody  knows  that  mining  is  an  uncertain  business;  that 
the  price  of  nickel  could  rise  or  could  fall.  A number  of  other  things  are 
not  yet  clearly  known  as  to  how  this  mine  will  develop.  They  don't  know 
how  much  ore  is  under  the  ground.  They  know  how  much  ore  is  in  the  ovoid, 
but  they  don't  know  yet  how  much  ore  is  under  the  ground.  There  is  a way 
for  an  environmental  assessment  to  deal  with  these  uncertainties,  and  this 
is  called  scenarios.  You  make  a scenario  that  says  if  the  ***  price  of 
nickel  is  at  such  a level,  then  this  will  be  the  result.  If  it's  at  a 
different  level,  a different  result.  The  same  thing  with  the  amount  of  ore 

underneath  the  ground.  If  they  find  more  ore  then  they  could  have  told  us 

what  the  different  impact  of  the  mine  would  be  given  different  assumptions 
about  things  like  the  price  of  nickel  or  the  amount  of  ore.  They  didn't  do 
that.  There  is  nothing  in  that.  The  guidelines  asked  them  to  do  that, 
asked  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  to  present  different  scenarios.  They  didn't  do 
that  and  so  that's  the  second  reason  why  we  are  not  satisfied  that  the  EIS, 
the  environmental  impact  statement,  is  ready  for  public  review. 

Eva  Kojak:  But  the  hearings  are  going  ahead  and  they  will  be  concluded  in 

at  least  a couple  of  weeks.  So  what  else  do  you  think  can  be  done? 

Dr.  Adrian  Tanner:  We  have  asked  for  an  explanation  from  the  panel.  They 
wouldn't  give  us  an  explanation  at  the  hearing.  They  said  they  would  think 
about  it  so  that  if  we  get  an  explanation  from  them,  that  we  will, 
presumably  we  will  make  it  public.  I have  to  talk  to  the  rest  of  the 
people  in  the  group  before  we  decide  what  to  do.  If  we  don't  get  a 
satisfactory  explanation,  I'm  not  sure  what  we  can  do.  We  think  these  are 
very  serious  matters  and  we  are  concerned  and  will  ...  if  they're  not 
satisfactorily  answered  we  feel  we  have  to  go  take  additional  steps  to  try 
and  get  this  matter  resolved. 

Eva  Kojak:  You  mentioned  additional  action.  What  additional  action? 

Dr.  Adrian  Tanner:  Well,  what  we  asked  the  panel  to  do  was  stop  the 
hearing,  stop  the  process  until  the  IBA,  impact  benefit  agreement,  has  been 
signed  and  published,  so  we  can  read  them.  We've  asked  them  to  get  the 
proponents,  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel,  to  provide  different  scenarios.  But 
until  those  . . . and  we  also  have  a court  case,  which  if  we  win  our  court 
case,  it  will  force  the  smelter  to  be  assessed  along  with  the  mine 
together.  We  would  like  that  they  wait  until  the  court  case  result  is 
heard  and  not  go  ahead  and  finish  the  public  hearing.  Because  once  the 
public  hearings  are  finished,  then  if  the  IBAs  come  out,  if  the  different 
scenarios,  the  court  case  comes  out,  it's  too  late  then.  You  cannot  go 
back  to  public  hearings.  So  we're  asking  the  panel  to  stop  the  public 
hearings  until  these  matters  are  resolved. 

Eva  Kojak:  So  how  did  VBNC  or  the  panel  respond  to  concerns  from  the 
Citizens  Mining  Council? 

Dr.  Adrian  Tanner:  We  didn't  get  any  good  response  from  Voisey's  Bay 
Nickel.  I think  we  clarified  some  points  with  them,  but  by  and  large  they 
didn't  respond.  The  panel  did  say  they  would  get  back  to  us.  That's  the 
best  we  did  get  from  them.  I should  say  that  we  do  trust  the  panel.  They 
are  very  excellent  members  of  that  panel  who,  I'm  sure,  are  very  competent 
and  very  aware  of  the  problems  involved  in  putting  together  a good 
assessment  of  the  project.  So  at  the  moment  we're  trusting  in  their  good 
judgment  that  they  will  not  go  ahead  with  the  hearings  and  finish  off  the 


hearings  until  the  IBAs  have  been  tabled  and  until  the  scenarios,  the 
different  possibilities  of  how  the  thing  will  come  out,  and  hopefully  until 
our  court  case,  which  should  come  out  . . .we've  been  expecting  it  for  a 
long  time.  We  hope  it's  going  to  come  out  soon,  until  the  results  of  the 
court  case  is  in. 

Eva  Kojak:  Finally  Dr.  Tanner,  you  keep  mentioning  the  court  case.  How 
far  along  are  you  there  and  how  long  have  you  been  in  court? 

Dr.  Adrian  Tanner:  The  actual  hearing  in  front  of  a judge  took  place 
several  months  ago.  It  was  basically  finished  the  end  of  last  December, 
January  I'm  not  quite  sure.  So  the  judge  is  now  writing  his  decision,  but 
it's  taking  a long  time,  longer  than  we  had  expected.  And  I have  no  way  of 
knowing  when  it  will  be  coming  out.  But  because  it's  been  so  many  months 
now,  we  are  expecting  it  very  soon. 

Eva  Kojak:  Okay  Dr.  Tanner,  thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  talk  to  me. 

Dr.  Adrian  Tanner:  Thanks  very  much  for  the  interview. 

Eva  Kojak:  Dr.  Adrian  Tanner  is  with  the  Memorial  University  of 
Newfoundland  as  well  as  with  the  Citizens  Mining  Council. 
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- — "RE:  Mission  Among  the  Blackfeet"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Oct  1998  21:26:27  -0600 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : MISSION  AMONG  THE  BLACKFEET  <fwd>  (fwd) 

Forwarded  Message  begins  here  

Date:  Thu,  29  Oct  1998  14:59:28  -0500 
Sub j : MISSION  AMONG  THE  BLACKFEET  <fwd> 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

MISSION  AMONG  THE  BLACKFEET  will  be  reprinted  in  paperback  and  be  out 
early  next  year,  perhaps  in  lanuary.  It  will  be  priced  at  $19.95  and 
will  have  the  same  cover  as  the  previous  edition. 

If  you  are  in  touch  with  the  people  at  the  Blackfoot  Nation  who 
wanted  to  use  the  book  in  their  history  classes,  would  you  please  let 
them  know  the  above?  They  can  place  orders  at  any  time,  and  we'll 
send  the  books  as  soon  as  they  are  available. 

Best, 

Ron  Chrisman 
Acquisitions  Editor 
University  of  Oklahoma  Press 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
Spotted  Eagle  Productions 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 

"RE : Navajo  Interest  in  Implementing  Policies"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Oct  1998  09:39:13  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : BM  Update:  Navajo  Nation  interest  in  implementing  policies 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 


The  following  was  submitted  by  Daniel  Zapata  (with  minor  corrections  made 
in  spelling). 

From:  Condor952@aol.com 

Date:  Tue,  27  Oct  1998  06:24:42  EST 

To:  redorman@theoff icenet . com 

Subject:  BM  Update:  Navajo  Nation  interest  in  implementing  policies... 

Navajo  Nation  interest  in  implementing  policies 

The  Navajo  Nation  tribal  government  has  been  long  involved  in  the 
relocation  processes  since  the  Relocation  Mandates  set  by  U.S. 

Congress  in  1974.  The  Navajo  Nation  (NN)  has  always  tried  to  present 
itself  as  the  appropriate  and  the  humane  representative  of  the  people  in 
resistance.  Today,  in  conglomerate  with  the  BIA  Hopi  tribal  Agencies,  the 
Phoenix  BIA  Area  Office,  and  the  BIA's  (armed)  Range  Technicians  have  been 
bringing  more  fear  upon  the  traditional  resistors  on  the  HPL.  Despite, 
that  this  Relocation  Law  is  an  intent  to  "resolve  a land-dispute"  between 
the  two  said  Indian  Nations,  the  implementation  of  the  final  policies  are 
still  violating  human  rights,  as  well  as  Treaty  Rights.  Dust  imagine  for 
a moment  that  your  elder  parents  or  grandparents  are  being  served  notices 
to  forfeit  there  cultural  belongings,  foods,  religious  practices,  to  stop 
all  family  activities  in  order  to  conform  to  a new  era  and  finally  on  top 
of  that,  these  Orders  are  presented  to  them  in  some  strange  and  foreign 
language . 

We  would  assume  that  the  Navajos  (Dineh)  themselves  would  take  a 
position  to  protect  the  rights  and  cultural  interest  of  their  elders  who 
are  resisting.  Certainly,  the  resistors  would  have  made  much  progress  in: 
the  courts,  at  the  community  levels,  influencing  the  local  district 
councils,  and  international  diplomacy  (without  the  intervention  by  the  US 
State  Dept.),  and  such  progress  would  have  been  possible  if  the  NN  had 
provided  such  financial  and  political  supports.  However,  one  must 
understand  how  and  why  tribal  governments  were  set  up  during  the  1930s 
when  post-depression  industrialization  began  in  the  southwestern  US. 
Interior  Secretary,  Dohn  Collier,  of  that  time  reinstated  a very  subtle 
method  of  "Scorch  the  earth  campaign"  or  another  phase  of  Genocide.  This 
anti-Indian  policy,  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  took  various  harsh  and 
brutal  stages,  and  it  also  outlined  ways  to  stabilize  the  "Washington 
designed"  Tribal  Council.  In  the  Tribal  Constitutions  (written  by  White 
Anglos),  nothing  states  the  protection  or  the  enhancement  of  the  existing 
centralized,  cultural  and  religious  societies  of  the  Dineh.  Thus,  the  sole 
purpose  of  the  NN  or  the  Hopi  Tribal  government  is  to  alter  and  eliminate 
the  powers  of  the  religious  and  traditional  leaderships. 

What  is  occurring  in  northwestern  Big  Mountain  is  the  final  stages 
of  assimilation,  and  it  is  carried  out  without  the  consciousness  of  the 
American  public  (and  with  the  ignorance  of  those  that  know  about  it  in 
Arizona).  Furthermore,  it  is  conducted  in  away  to  disturb  traditional 
lives  by  humiliation  and  isolation.  Northwestern  Big  Mountain  is  probably 
no  different  than  the  rest  of  the  HPL,  but  what  is  occurring  now  is  just 
an  example  of  the  helplessness  that  this  last  aboriginal  community  is 
feeling.  The  Accommodation  Agreement  (AA)  of  1997  was  forced  into  their 
face  despite  their  opposition  and  claiming  they  were  being  represented  by 
a lawyer,  Lee  Brook  Phillips,  who  had  no  interest  in  their  sovereign 
status,  but  had  interest  in  the  BIA  Tribal  Constitution's  "rational" 
discussions.  Most  of  the  resistors  were  coerced  into  believing  that  the 
court  would  issue  them  continued  residency,  and  that  their  lives  could 
resume  to  a normal  state  like  before  the  Relocation  Act  of  1974. 

Now,  those  who  have  signed  the  AA  see  steel  markers  and 
brass-topped  markers  that  have  enclosed  them  within  3 to  6 acre  plots. 

They  have  been  also  informed  that  they  must  immediately  build  or  move  all 
their  property  into  these  plots.  Also,  all  excess  cattle,  horses  and  sheep 
have  to  be  sold  or  hauled  off  the  reservation  with  the  assistance  of  the 
BIA,  and  any  other  unauthorized  livestock  is  subject  to  impoundment.  Some 
of  the  signers  to  the  AA  were  told  to  seek  new  plots  because  they  were  too 
close  to  an  archaeological  site.  All  other  home  sites,  cornfields,  corrals 
and  religious  grounds  have  to  be  dismantled,  and  if  the  residents  can't  do 


that  the  BIA  Hopi  Agency  will  have  their  personnel  do  the  tearing  down  and 
disposing  of  these  structures.  There  are  those  elders  who  did  not  sign  the 
AA,  and  they  are  subject  to  forcible  eviction  by,  perhaps  early  2000.  The 
NN's  representatives  are  currently  acting  as  mediators  and  "the  good 
Samaritans"  to  assure  that  their  traditional  elders  have  an  idea  of  the 
processes  and  to  abide  by  the  Relocation  Laws. 

Currents  and  Outcome  of  Last  Incident: 

We  had  discussed  previously  that,  Mayze  Katenay  Begay  was  harassed 
and  that  her  animals  were  about  to  be  hauled  off.  Though  this  is  sort 
of  a voluntary  situation,  she  and  her  family  still  have  the  privilege  and 
protection  of  International  Human  Rights.  She  does  not  want  the  BIA 
activities  to  suddenly  or  disruptively  enter  her  residency  without  notifying 
her  in  a timely  manner.  She  would  like  to  cooperate  in  having  the  excess 
animals  hauled,  but  this  should  be  done  on  her  time  and  without  abuse  to  the 
cows  or  horses  (e.g.  compacting  them  where  some  get  injured  or  crushed). 
Since  Oct.  16th  when  the  BIA's  rescheduled  to  haul  on  the  22nd,  the 
BIA  Range  Technicians  just  came  back  to  remove  the  defaced  stock  trailer 
(Mrs.  Begay  insisted  a message  be  written  directly  on  the  trailer  since 
her  two  page  letter  wasn't  adhered  to).  They  simply  took  the  trailer 
without  the  excess  animals,  and  they  just  said  the  weather  might  make 
their  future  efforts  inaccessible.  Ye!  Mother  Nature,  she  did  it  again. 

Also,  these  resistors  need  encouragements,  like  showing  them  they  have  the 
right  to  state  their  feelings,  and  that  such  feelings  be  adhered  to. 

However,  it  is  not  over.  Lets  continue  to  build  awareness  and 
support  for  on-land  coordinators,  but  make  sure  that  such  support  produces 
feed  back.  Preparation  is  very  essential  for  the  planning  of  responses  to 
the  intensification  of  the  final  removal  and  displacement  of  the 
resistors.  The  elders  still  ask  for  helpers,  witnesses  or  periodic 
scheduling  of  monitoring  tours.  Please,  stay  tuned  and  keep  in  contact 
with  your  nearest  Support  Networks. 

Again,  Thanks  for  all  the  various  aspects  of  support  this  year, 
and  do  understand  that  the  elders  are  most  grateful  for  your  contribution 
and  Prayers. 

Signed,  Bahe  Y.  Katenay 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Medicine  Lake  Proposed  Geothermal  Project"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Oct  1998  18:50:12  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Marsha  E Shaiman  <mshaiman@nsccux. seed . etc . edu> 

Sub j : Medicine  Lake  Proposed  Geothermal  Project 

UUCP  email 
Dear  Gary, 

The  Native  Coalition  would  like  this  circulated.  There  is  a deadline  on 
comments  of  Nov  2,  but  the  forest  service  will  accept  comments  after  that, 
or  so  they  say. 

In  Resistance, 

Marsha,  On  Indian  Land 

Geothermal  Industrial  Nightmare  Threatens  Medicine  Lake 
FINAL  EIS  IS  OUT  YOUR  COMMENTS  URGENTLY  NEEDED 

On  October  2,  1998  the  Forest  Service  and  BLM  issued  the  final 


Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  on  CalPine's  Fourmile  Hill  Geothermal 
Project.  This  is  only  the  first  of  several  geothermal  plants  proposed  for 
the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands,  a volcanic  caldera  in  northeastern  California 
- sacred  ceremonial,  hunting  and  gathering  grounds  for  the  Pit  River, 

Modoc  and  Shasta  Tribes.  Geothermal  development  would  have  the  effect  of 
industrializing  the  area  and  drastically  changing  it  forever. 

Concerned  people  have  till  November  2,  1998  (maybe  longer,  call  us)  to 
comment  and  support  the  tribes'  opposition.  The  Native  Coalition  and  other 
groups  requested  an  extension  and  were  told  verbally  that  the  deadline  may 
be  pushed  at  least  to  November  16th  (postmark  deadline) . 

CalPine's  project  would  produce  50  megawatts  of  what  is  misnamed 
"green  energy."  Statements  to  the  press  indicate  that  "geothermal 
generation  at  Medicine  Lake  may  eventually  account  for  as  much  as  550 
megawatts  - equal  to  11  plants  the  size  of  Fourmile  Hill"  (Redding  Record 
Searchlight,  Oct.  7,  1998).  Such  statements  indicate  Forest  Service  bias 
in  favor  of  approving  this  and  other  developments,  and  make  a mockery  of 
the  EIS  process  which  should  objectively  weigh  the  impacts  and  benefits  to 
reach  the  best  decision.  A big  flaw  is  that  the  EIS  deals  with  full-on 
development  without  exploratory  phases  ever  having  been  done  by  CalPine, 
so  much  of  the  data  is  just  guesswork. 

Last  summer  a draft  EIS  on  this  project  generated  some  260  comment 
letters  which  voiced  concerns  about  the  devastating  cultural  and 
environmental  impacts  of  progressive  geothermal  development  in  this 
beautiful,  pristine  area.  All  comment  letters  received  on  the  draft  EIS 
spoke  against  the  project.  A number  of  government  regulatory  agencies, 
including  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  and  State  Water  Quality 
Control  Board,  wrote  that  the  EIS  fell  short  of  addressing  important  water 
and  air  quality  and  health  issues.  Following  the  current  comment  period,  a 
Record  of  Decision  will  be  issued  on  whether  or  not  to  proceed  with  the 
development.  The  decision  can  then  be  appealed. 

The  EIS  admits  that  there  would  be  severe  unavoidable  adverse 
effects  on  Native  American  cultural  sites  with  no  way  to  mitigate  those 
impacts.  The  Forest  Service  has  not  even  evaluated  the  area  for 
eligibility  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  a step  required 
to  be  done  early  in  the  review  process  by  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  Act,  as  well  as  by  Executive  Orders  on  Sacred  Sites  and 
Environmental  lustice,  the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act,  and  the 
federal  Trust  Responsibility  to  the  Tribes.  The  haunting  visual  beauty, 
water  and  air  purity,  plants,  wildlife,  trees,  silence,  and  other 
qualities  that  make  the  area  outstanding  to  many  people  - all  this  would 
be  drastically  affected  by  the  impacts  which  include  pollution,  high  noise 
levels,  steam  plumes,  night  lights,  and  by  over  eight  square  miles  (for 
each  project)  of  power  plants,  well  fields,  toxic  sump  pools,  transmission 
lines,  roads,  parking  lots,  above-ground  pipelines  carrying  500  degree 
steam,  and  industrial  blight. 

Other  issues  are  that  the  need  and  economic  viability  (subsidized 
by  tax  dollars)  for  the  development  have  not  been  established;  cumulative 
effects  of  this  project  with  several  other  potential  geothermal  plants 
have  not  been  addressed;  leases  were  improperly  issued;  and  energy 
conservation  must  be  considered  as  an  alternative  to  sacrificing  yet 
another  beautiful  natural  area.  In  fact,  the  EIS  does  not  provide  any 
meaningful  alternatives  (except  No  Action),  even  though  this  is  required 
by  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  and  the  California  Environmental 
Quality  Act...  Other  concerns  raised  in  comments  on  the  draft  number  over 
500  issues  and  sub-issues! 

The  preparers  of  the  final  EIS  have  whitewashed  most  of  these 
issues,  assuming  that  people  will  be  happy  with  verbal  assurances  and 
minor  revisions  (all  favorable  to  development!).  The  report  does  not 
contain  much  significant  new  information  or  alternatives.  The  Forest 
Service  and  BLM  simply  refuse  to  consider  that  the  project  could  be 
harmful  to  the  area  and  its  users,  even  thought  similar  projects  in  Lake 
County,  California,  have  had  numerous  problems  including  toxic  leaks, 
blow-outs,  and  health  hazards  such  as  increases  in  the  cancer  rate. 

The  Native  Coalition  insists  on  re-circulation  of  a new  draft  EIS 
before  issuing  a final,  and  that  any  decision  must  be  the  No  Action 


Alternative.  The  conclusions  reached  in  this  EIS  are  not  warranted  by  the 
information  it  contains.  There  are  serious  omissions  on  which  the  public 
has  not  had  an  opportunity  to  comment.  People  are  not  being  presented  with 
the  real  issues,  which  are  major  threats  to  spiritual  values,  drastic 
cumulative  effects  on  air,  water,  plants  and  wildlife,  and  health  hazards 
- issues  that  far  outweigh  the  benefits  of  this  industrial  development. 

We  urge  all  who  read  this  to  write  against  this  outrage  and  pray, 
so  that  another  unspoiled  area  - the  beautiful,  mysterious,  sacred 
Medicine  Lake  Highlands  - will  not  become  an  industrial  nightmare.  The 
Medicine  Lake  area  is  a unique  geological  area  of  great  spiritual  beauty 
and  peace  which  need  not  and  must  not  be  intruded  on  by  industrial 
development . 

For  more  information  contact:  Native  Coalition  for  Medicine  Lake 
Highlands  Defense,  PO  Box  1143,  Mount  Shasta  CA  96067.  Phone  and  Fax: 

(530)  926-3397  or  (530)  336-5070,  email:  shastahome@jps.net 
URGENT  - PLEASE  WRITE! 

Your  comment  letter  should  be  postmarked  by  November  2nd  (maybe 
later,  contact  us).  Feel  free  to  write  your  own  letter  if  you  feel  moved, 
but  at  least  sign  and  send  one!  Mail  to:  Randall  Sharp,  Project  Leader, 
Fourmile  Hill  Geothermal  Development,  USFS/BLM,  800  West  12th  Street, 
Alturas,  CA  96101.  You  can  also  fax  it  to  USFS//BLM  at  530/233-8709,  or 
email:  rsharp/r5_modoc@fs.fed.us 

Dear  Mr.  Sharp: 

I am  writing  in  response  to  the  final  EIS  on  the  Fourmile 
Geothermail  Project.  I support  the  Native  Coalition,  Pit  Modoc  and  Shasta 
Tribes  in  their  opposition  to  this  and  any  other  geothermal  projects  in 
the  Medicine  Lake  Highlands. 

The  final  EIS  does  not  adequately  address  impacts  and  objections 
expressed  in  public  comments,  including  unmitigated  impacts  on  Indian 
sacred  sites,  cultural  values  and  ancestral  lands.  Impacts  cannot  be  fully 
assessed  until  after  the  area  has  been  evaluated  for  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places,  as  required  by  law.  Medicine  Lake  and  the  Highlands 
are  highly  important  to  the  cultural  survival  of  the  Tribes,  and  have  been 
used  as  religious,  ceremonial,  hunting  and  gathering  areas  for  thousands 
of  years. 

The  final  EIS  lacks  the  exploratory  phase,  and  does  not 
objectively  disclose  the  impacts  on  human  health  and  on  the  visual  beauty, 
clean  air,  pure  water,  plants,  wildlife  that  make  the  Medicine  Lake 
Highlands  an  area  of  surpassing  beauty.  The  cumulative  effects  of  all 
foreseeable  geothermal  development  in  the  area  should  be  considered  in  one 
EIS.  The  report  is  biased  in  favor  of  the  geothermal  project  and  does  not 
disclose  all  potential  impacts  on  the  Tribes  and  other  users. 

I support  the  Native  Coalition's  demand  that  a new  draft  EIS  be 
circulated  after  evaluation  to  health  hazards,  and  all  potential  impacts 
on  sacred  sites,  air,  water,  visual  quality,  plants  and  wild  life.  The  new 
draft  must  include  meaningful  alternatives  to  the  proposed  project. 

The  final  EIS  is  in  violation  of  the  US  Government's  Trust 
Responsibility  to  the  Indian  People,  Executive  Order  13007  on  Indian 
Sacred  Sites,  Executive  Order  12898  on  Environmental  Dustice,  the  American 
Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act,  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act,  and 
National  Register  Bulletin  38  on  Traditional  Cultural  Properties,  the 
National  Environmental  Policy  Act  and  the  California  Environmental  Quality 
Act.  Geothermal  development  is  incompatible  with  existing  long-standing 
spiritual  and  cultural  uses  of  the  area  and  its  national  resources.  The 
only  right  alternative  is  the  No  Action  Alternative. 

Sincerely, 

Information  is  posted  on  the  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  website: 
http://www.alphacdc.com/ien.  Visit  it! 

— "RE:  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Election  Chaos"  

Date:  Sun,  01  Nov  1998  19:13:51  -0500 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : SIX  NATIONS  IROQUOIS  ELECTION  CHAOS 


UUCP  email 


MNN.  Mohawk  Nation  News.  Kahnawake  M.T.  1 Nov.  98.  How  can 
Wellington  Staats,  the  head  of  the  Six  Nations  pseudo  council,  hold  an 
election  under  an  election  code  that  was  made  without  community 
consultation  or  consent,  which  is  illegal?  Staats  says  he'll  have  an 
election  on  November  14th,  fix  the  code,  or  bring  back  the  Indian  Act 
band  council  and  then  maybe  have  another  election.  What  Staats  wants  is 
a three-year  term  and  for  non-residents  to  vote.  Doesn't  he  understand 
why  he  had  to  back  off  from  his  illegal  "customary  council"  on  the 
Federal  Court  House  steps  in  Ottawa? 

WHAT  HAPPENED? 

In  case  Staats  has  forgotten,  his  "band  council"  asked  to  be  taken  out 
of  Section  74  of  the  Indian  Act  and  put  under  a so-called  "custom 
government"  three  years  ago.  But  they  didn't  count  on  Brian  Maracle. 

There  he  was  in  his  little  old  log  cabin,  with  its  crooked  floors.  He 
read  the  Indian  Act  and  thought.  Hey!  He  wasn't  consulted  like  he  should 
have  been!  So  he  and  his  sister  Marilyn  took  action  in  Federal  Court. 

Then  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  Council  got  involved.  Hey!  They  said  - 
How  can  the  Indian  Act  Council  turn  itself  into  a "customary  council"? 

The  Six  Nations  already  has  a customary  council  and  we're  it! 

Suddenly  before  the  trial  started  Staats  and  his  crew  agreed  to  disband 
their  "custom  council"  because  they  knew  they  would  lose  the  case. 

There  was  just  one  problem.  They  forgot  that  three  years  ago  the  band 
council  asked  Canada  to  revoke  the  1924  Order  in  Council  that  violently 
brought  in  the  band  council  system.  So  they  took  themselves  out  of  the 
Indian  Act  so  the  new  custom  system  could  be  set  up.  This  is  illegal. 

To  bring  the  former  band  council  back  under  the  Indian  Act,  they  have  to 
start  all  over  - consult  the  people  and  win  a referendum  of  a majority 

of  the  eligible  voters,  not  just  a majority  of  those  who  show  up and 

they  KNEW  the  people  would  never  vote  in  an  election  under  Canadian  laws 
like  the  Indian  Act  because  they  are  not  part  of  Canada.  (Staats  doesn't 
understand?  He's  forgotten  Iroquois  history?  See  below). 

WHY  DEPARTMENT  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS  WON'T  DO  ANYTHING 

Why  won't  Indian  Affairs  automatically  put  the  band  council  back  under 
the  Indian  Act  the  way  they  were  asked  to?  asks  Councillor  Les  Sowden. 

The  answer  is  ....Because  Indian  Affairs  knows  it's  illegal.  In  Canada  it 
is  contrary  to  public  policy  to  uphold  an  agreement  that  violates  the 
law.  How  on  earth  can  Sowden 

dream  that  he  can  make  a personal  deal  with  two  members  of  the  Six 
Nations  about  how  an  election  should  be  done.  Brian  and  Marilyn 
Maracle' s point  is  that  the  people  should  be  consulted.  Sowden  should 
not  twist  their  words. 

So  the  pseudo  council  sent  in  a "Band  Council  Resolution"  to  Indian 
Affairs  asking  to  be  let  back  into  the  Indian  Act.  The  legal  way  is  to 
go  to  the  people,  ask  them,  and  then  have  a referendum  of  a majority  of 
eligible  electors.  If  it  passes,  then  they  ask  Canada  for  a new  Order 
in  Council. 

Maybe  Indian  Affairs  forgot  that  a new  Order  in  Council  is  needed  to 
put  Six  Nations  back  under  the  Indian  Act.  Today  the  true  democratic 
principles  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  taught  to  the  oppressed  refugees 
from  Europe  have  been  accepted  at  the  international  level.  It  is  now 
international  policy  to  promote  self-determination  and  governments  that 
consult  the  people. 

Canada  is  a member  of  the  United  Nations  and  has  signed  international 
human  rights  codes  which  defend  civil  and  political  rights  and  the  right 
of  people  to  self-determination.  Canada  can  no  longer  get  away  with  the 
armed  force  they  used  in  1924  to  throw  out  the  Chiefs  from  the  Council 
House  at  Six  Nations. 

But  Canada  is  still  trying  to  get  away  with  cheating  at  history.  Why 
else  would  a bureaucrat  like  Pilon  say  that  Indian  Affairs  has  been 
promoting  customary  councils  while  it  refuses  to  acknowledge  Canada's 


role  in  ejecting  the  traditional  Haudenosaunee  Council  in  1924?  In 
fact,  why  aren't  they  recognizing  this  true  customary  council  of  the  Six 
Nations? 

WILL  THERE  BE  NO  GOVERNMENT? 

Here's  an  issue.  The  term  of  office  for  the  Indian  Act  Council  expires 
on  November  30th.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Confederacy  Council  has 
continued  to  meet  all  these  years.  Does  this  mean  if  there  is  no 
election  the  Six  Nations  will  have  no  government  and  that  there  is  no 
longer  a Canadian  government  colonial  office  there?  Does  it  mean  that 
the  Confederacy  Council  is  the  legitimate  government?  If  so,  the 
Confederacy  may  be  able  to  once  again  apply  to  be  a member  of  the  United 
Nations? 

If  the  fraudulently  imposed  "custom  council"  and  Indian  Act  band  council 
disappear,  Canada  may  have  no  choice  but  to  deal  with  the  true 
traditional  government  that  consults  the  people  that  was  in  place  long 
before  the  neglected  children  of  Europe  wandered  over  here.  Now  that 
Canada  has  "responsible  government"  Canada  should  be  responsible  enough 
to  correct  past  mistakes  and  stop  interfering  in  true  Indian 
governments . 

CANADA  HAS  A CHOICE 

Surely  Canada  cannot  recognize  a council  which  is  chosen  by  a procedure 
that  violates  both  Canadian  and  international  law. 

But  what  can  Canada  do?  There  are  two  easy  choices.  Either  it  can 
quietly  recognize  the  existing  Confederacy  Council  that  has  continued  to 
operate  all  these  years  - or  it  can  ask  the  United  Nations  to  intervene, 
consult  with  the  Six  Nations  and  reaffirm  a government  that  has  the 
support  of  the  majority  of  the  people. 

Which  is  simpler?  Would  recognition  of  the  Confederacy  really  be  so 
bad?  International  law  is  moving  away  from  elections  towards  decisions 
by  consensus.  This  means  the  international  community  is  beginning  to 
understand  that  the  people  have  power,  which  is  the  underlying  principle 
of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  Constitution  known  as  the  Kaienerekowa  (The 
Great  Law  of  Peace) . 

CAN  CANADA  IGNORE  AN  ILLEGAL  ELECTION? 

Canada  knows  that  if  it  supports  an  election  that  does  not  have  full 
community  support,  any  member  of  the  Six  Nations  can  lodge  a complaint 
against  Canada  at  the  international  level. 

Canada  surely  doesn't  want  that  to  happen  because  the  whole  sordid 
history  of  its  theft  of  Six  Nations  land  and  forced  colonization  of  the 
Iroquois  will  be  exposed  to  the  world.  This  could  harm  their  image 
promoters  of  human  rights. 

LEST  WE  FORGET 

The  Iroquois  developed  a Confederacy  of  United  Nations  long  before 
Europeans  knew  that  might  does  not  make  right.  When  refugees  arrived  on 
ABORIGINAL  land  they  learned  about  mutual  respect  and  self-government. 

It  took  them  a couple  of  centuries,  and  all  of  the  lessons  have  not  sunk 
in  - but  in  this  century  they  finally  began  to  realize  that  if  they  want 
peace  and  prosperity,  the  people  have  to  exercise  power.  The  Charter 
of  the  United  Nations,  the  International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political 
Rights  and  countless  other  international  agreements,  treaties  and 
declarations  now  recognize  the  right  of  all  peoples  to 
self-determination.  Some  international  organizations  are  even  learning 
to  make  decisions  by  consensus the  Confederacy  way! 

All  of  this  modern  development  can  be  traced  to  the  lessons  learned  by 
people  like  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Thomas  Jefferson  when  they  sat  at 
Haudenosaunee  Council  meetings.  Eventually  the  American  colonies  took 
the  example  of  their  Iroquois  allies  and  developed  their  own  form  of 
democratic  federal  government.  It  wasn't  quite  up  to  Haudenosaunee 
standards  - American  democracy  suffers  from  tyranny  of  the  majority,  and 
the  American  state  still  thinks  might  makes  right.  But  it  was  a step 
forward . 


American  settlers  were  after  Indigenous  land  - and  the  Six  Nations  were 
important  commercial  and  military  allies  to  Britain.  Because  of  this 
alliance,  the  Mohawk  left  their  traditional  territory  during  the 
American  Revolution  and  moved  north  with  Joseph  Brant.  Under  the 
Haldimand  Treaty  Britain  guaranteed  Mohawk  title  to  the  land  for  six 
miles  on  either  side  of  the  Grand  River  - They  had  to  fight  hard  to  keep 
this.  They  never  forgot  their  independence.  They  never  became  subjects 
of  Britain,  Canada,  the  United  States  or  anyone  else. 

Meanwhile,  Britain  saw  it  had  to  give  settlers  in  its  other  colonies  a 
voice  or  lose  them  too.  So  Canada  slowly  developed  its  own  form  of 
responsible  government.  Its  people  were  so  accustomed  to  dictatorial 
rule  that  they  let  hidden  bureaucrats  become  'mandarins'  - but  without 
the  moral  education  of  Chinese  scholars.  The  bureaucrats  pretended  that 
they  represented  the  will  of  the  Canadian  people  even  though  Canadians 
didn't  know  what  was  going  on.  Never  mind,  they  too  can  learn. 

While  the  settlers  were  busy  stealing  Amerindian  land  and  learning  about 
democracy,  the  Confederacy  continued  to  govern  while  they  modernized 
their  economy.  Britain  continued  to  recognize  their  independence.  That 
is  why  the  Confederacy  was  not  included  in  the  British  North  America  Act 
(BNA) . It's  called  the  'Constitution  Act  1867'  now.  Remember  - as  they 
learned  about  governing  themselves,  the  first  Canadian  provinces  (Nova 
Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Ontario  and  Quebec)  joined 
together  copying  the  democratic  union  the  Six  Nations  already 

had but  that  act  concerned  THEIR  constitution  - their  internal 

self-government.  The  Iroquois  did  not  join  the  settlers'  union  because 
they  are  independent  sovereigns  and  the  titleholders  of  North  America. 

The  settlers  were  really  ignorant  about  history  and  they  didn't  know 
anything  about  international  law.  They  forgot  about  being  the  allies  of 
the  Iroquois.  They  ignored  their  promises  to  them  and  to  other 
Amerindian  Nations.  They  started  telling  themselves  that  they  owned 
everything.  When  they  made  their  own  laws,  they  started  making  laws  for 
the  Indigenous  nations,  the  sovereigns  of  North  America!  The  Iroquois 
immediately  objected.  And  they  objected.  And  they  objected.  And  when 
that  didn't  do  any  good  they  ignored  them  as  best  they  could  and  got  on 
with  life. 

After  World  War  I the  bureaucrats  were  too  much.  They  started  granting 
Iroquois  land  and  mortgages  on  their  land  to  returned  soldiers.  They 
wanted  to  assimilate  the  Iroquois  and  for  their  land  to  be  part  of 
Canada.  They  interfered  with  every  Confederacy  Council  decision.  They 
stopped  paying  the  interest  on  the  Indian  trust  funds.  They  refused  to 
account  for  a couple  of  hundred  thousand  dollars  that  went  missing 
because  they  made  a bad  investment  in  the  Grand  River  Navigation  Company 
against  the  Confederacy  Council's  wishes.  The  more  the  Iroquois  tried  to 
get  justice,  the  more  the  bureaucrats  interfered  in  their  affairs. 

The  Iroquois  asked  for  a Supreme  Court  reference.  They  refused.  The 
Iroquois  appealed  to  the  Governor  General.  He  ignored  them.  The 
Iroquois  appealed  to  the  King  in  England.  His  bureaucrats  said  it  was 
Canada's  business.  The  Iroquois  appealed  to  the  League  of  Nations. 

Many  countries  supported  them.  But  Britain  and  Canada  were  too 
threatening  and  manipulative.  They  did  everything  they  could  to  stop 
the  Iroquois'  legitimate  case  from  being  heard  by  the  International 
Court . 

Canada's  bureaucrats  must  have  gotten  desperate.  They  quickly  got  an 
Order  in  Council  and  sent  in  the  RCMP  to  throw  out  the  60-member 
traditional  Confederacy  Council.  The  Iroquois  could  not  stop  this 
invasion.  According  to  their  way,  the  chiefs  were  appointed  by  the  clan 
mothers  in  consultation  with  the  people.  An  election  was  held.  Only  25 
votes  were  cast.  The  Confederacy  Council  continued  to  operate,  but 
Canada  ignored  it. 

That  is  how  the  "elected"  Indian  Act  band  council  got  its  start.  The 
Iroquois  don't  vote  because  they  are  not  Canadians.  They  are  not 
British  subjects.  They  are  not  anybody's  colony.  And  they  do  not 
recognize  pseudo  governments  that  are  put  in  by  brute  force.  Today  the 
international  community  does  not  tolerate  such  an  imposition. 

Canada  has  deliberately  forgotten  all  this  history.  It  likes  to  think 


it's  a big  promoter  of  human  rights.  The  Iroquois  have  not  forgotten 
what  really  happened. 

COMMENTS  ON  THE  ABOVE  APPRECIATED. 
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- "RE:  Riots  at  Neah  Bay"  

Date:  Mon,  02  Nov  1998  05:26:10  -0800 
From:  Amelia  Davisson  <davisson@olympus.net> 

Sub j : Makah  Update:  Riots  at  Neah  Bay 

Sunday,  November  1,  1998:  Riots  at  Neah  Bay. 

Tensions  have  been  high  at  Neah  Bay.  A Sea  Shepherd  boat  has  been  camped 
out  in  Makah  waters  for  a month  now.  This  is  a gesture  from  Sea  Shepherd  as 
to  their  opposition  to  Makah  whaling.  Obviously,  this  constant  reminder 
leaves  the  residents  of  Neah  Bay  "on  edge". 

Earlier  today,  a member  from  the  Sea  Shepherd  boat  came  to  shore  to  go  to 
lunch  with  a Makah  tribal  member.  She  [member  of  Sea  Shepherd]  was  pushed 
off  the  dock  into  the  water  by  others.  This  began  a riot  on  the  waterfront 
of  Neah  Bay  Harbour.  The  riot  included  rocks  being  hurled  towards  Sea 
Shepherd,  seizure  of  a Zodiac  [boat],  etc. 

The  Makah  tribal  member  who  had  planned  to  meet  with  the  Sea  Shepherd 
representative  was  threatened  with  arrest.  Currently,  the  tribal  member  has 
not  been  arrested,  although  was  advised  if  found  at  the  marina  again 
tomorrow,  an  arrest  will  be  made.  Makah  Law  & Order  was  unable  to  site  a 
specific  reason  for  the  arrest. 

After  a brief  calm,  protestors  began  gathering  around  Makah  Law  & Order 
(Tribal  Police).  It  is  unclear  whether  these  protestors  are  against  whaling 
or  against  Sea  Shepherd  and  their  presence. 

The  Makah  Nation  has  a legal  right  to  hunt  whales,  as  spelled  out  in  the 
1855  Treaty.  This  is  a treaty  between  the  Makah  and  the  US  Government.  If 
people  feel  the  treaty  ought  to  be  amended  or  interpreted  differently,  it 
ought  to  be  handled  in  a legal  manner  and  setting  --  not  through 
hand-to-hand  violence  in  the  streets  (or  on  the  water). 

Many  of  the  men  originally  involved  as  members  of  the  Makah  whaling  crew 
have  become  inactive.  Much  of  this  revolves  around  some  members  being  paid 
handsomely  for  their  involvement;  while  others  are  not  receiving  a dime, 
(http : //www . geocities . com/Yosemit e/743 1/wha 1 ing. htm) 

>From  KOMO  4 News  (http://www.komotv.com/news/nwnews/): 

Anti-Whale  Protests  Bring  Arrests 

Blood  was  spilled  on  Sunday  in  Neah  Bay.  But  it  wasn't  the  blood  of  a 
whale.  Makah  tribal  police  arrested  four  protesters  who  set  foot  on 
reservation  land  Sunday  afternoon  as  tensions  grew  over  a planned  historic 
whale  hunt.  One  of  the  protesters,  who  was  bleeding  from  his  head,  says 
officers  pushed  him  down  before  taking  him  into  custody.  All  four 
protesters,  who  came  from  the  Sea  Shepherd  boat,  were  held  on  trespassing 
charges  and  were  turned  over  to  the  Clallam  County  sheriff's  office.  Tribal 
Council  Chairman  Ben  Johnson  said  this  was  a sad  thing,but  that  the  Makah 
people  were  very  frustrated  after  weeks  of  being  taunted  by  the  protesters 
offshore . 

KOMO  4 News:  More  Whale-Hunt  Protests  (http://www.komotv.com) 

Makah  tribal  police  made  arrests  both  days  this  weekend,  after 
confrontations  with  the  most  vigorous  opponents  of  their  upcoming  whale 
hunt,  which  may  be  getting  closer  as  migrating  gray  whales  heading  south  to 
winter  breeding  grounds  approach  Makah  waters. 

November  2,  1998 


Community  Meeting 

Last  night,  at  Neah  Bay,  there  was  a community  meeting  held  to  try  and 
calm  everyone  down  after  the  riots.  Prior  to  the  meeting,  some  tribal 
members,  having  just  taken  part  in  a confrontation  with  Sea  Shepherd,  were 
talking  about  banishment  for  other  selected  tribal  members  who  did  not 
share  the  anti-Sea  Shepherd  sentiments. 

"RE : First  Nation  Health  Problems"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Sep  1998  23:23:46  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : The  Killing  diet  of  Canadian  Colonialism 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

STUDY  FINDS  SERIOUS  FIRST  NATIONS  HEALTH  PROBLEMS 

Victoria  Times  Colonist,  Sept. 27,  1998,  by  Marlene  Habib  (CP) 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may 
contain  biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing 
pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Toronto  - An  innovative  screening  and  treatment  program  has  uncovered 
alarming  rates  of  cardiovascular  and  kidney  disease  as  well  as  diabetes 
among  First  Nations  communities  in  Saskatchewan,  says  the  head  researcher. 
One  study  of  more  than  600  adults  from  seven  reserves  found  that  22  per 
cent  had  diabetes,  compared  to  five  per  cent  of  the  general  population, 
said  Dr.  George  Pylpchuk  of  St.  Paul's  Hospital  in  Saskatoon.  The  most 
shocking  finding  was  the  high  incidence  of  cardiovascular  problems  and 
related  risk  factors,  which  previously  haven't  been  a major  issue  in  the 
First  Nations  population,  Pylpchuk  said. 

The  scientist  was  interviewed  this  weekend  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Canada.  "People  (on  reserves) 
are  living  longer  - about  10  years  longer  - than  10  years  ago,"  Pylpchuk 
said  in  offering  one  reason  for  the  higher  incidence  of  health  problems. 
"Smoking  as  a big  risk  factor  is  also  high  in  our  sample."  But  he  also 
blamed  a "shift  to  a westernized  style"  of  living  - including  freer  access 
to  store-bought  processed  food  - for  the  problems.  Twenty-six  per  cent  of 
the  600  people  screened  for  the  study  - or  about  one-third  of  the  reserves' 
adult  population  - had  high  blood  pressure  (hypertension),  and  half  had 
elevated  cholesterol,  which  is  a risk  factor  for  heart  and  other 
cardiovascular  problems.  One  of  four  diabetics  studied  also  had  signs  of 
early  kidney  disease. 

While  in  Toronto,  Pylypchuk  planned  to  meet  with  health  officials  from 
other  parts  of  Canada  who  are  interested  in  early  screening  and  prevention 
strategies  to  raise  awareness  about  health  issues  plaguing  aboriginal 
communities.  They're  intrigued  by  the  program  overseeing  the  study,  which 
was  launched  by  the  Battlefords  Tribal  Council  Indian  Health  Services.  The 
council  delivers  health  services  to  member  bands  in  the  North  Battleford 
area  about  130  kilometres  west  of  Saskatoon.  In  1996,  the  council  noticed  a 
dramatic  jump  in  the  number  of  patients  with  kidney  disease.  Recognizing 
the  need  for  early  detection  to  delay  or  prevent  end-stage  disease  that 
requires  dialysis,  the  council  approached  Pylypchuk  and  his  colleagues  to 
develop  a screening  and  treatment  program. 

The  program  is  named  Diabetes  Risk  Evaluation  and  Microalbuminuria 
(D.R.E.A.M.)  and  funded  by  a research  grant  from  Bristol-Myers  Squibb. 
Miroalbumin  is  a protein  secreted  by  the  kidneys,  and  its  presence  in 
screening  is  an  early  indication  of  kidney  disease.  The  first  part  of  the 
program  focused  on  determining  the  prevalence  of  diabetes  and  modifiable 
risk  factors  - "things  we  could  do  something  about"  - such  as  smoking, 
cholesterol  and  being  overweight.  The  second  part  will  focus  on  addressing 
the  risk  factors,  and  that  will  include  developing  prevention  programs  that 
promote  exercise  and  healthy  eating  and  living.  Some  members  of  the 
community  may  also  receive  drug  therapy  to  lower  cholesterol  and  blood 
pressure . 

"The  other  thing  about  this  program  that  has  been  important  is  awareness 
the  community  - people  are  now  asking  about  their  cholesterol.  These  issues 


have  not  really  been  forefront  in  their  minds  before/'  said  Pylypchuk. 
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"RE : Editorial  from  Douglas  Spotted  Eagle"  

Date:  Sun,  1 Nov  1998  23:53:49  EST 
From:  MOONCLOUD@aol.com 

Sub j : Editorial  from  Douglas  Spotted  Eagle 

UUCP  email 

Greetings  Gary  and  All, 

I came  across  this  editorial  on  Spotted  Eagles  home  page  (which  I visit 
often  because  I'm  a great  fan  of  his)  and  I am  very  honored,  with  his 
permission,  to  share  it  with  you..  If  anyone  would  like  to  respond  to  him 
about  the  editorial,  I would  be  happy  to  forward  it  to  him 
Mooncloud@aol . com 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

EDITORIAL  By:  Douglas  Spotted  Eagle  http://www.spottedeagle.com 
Dear  friends. 

Occasionally,  I have  something  to  say  about  the  status  of  the  world  in 
general,  and  can't  keep  my  mouth  closed  when  I hear  about  hate  crimes, 
racist  issues,  and  poor  treatment  of  children.  With  this  in  mind,  I've 
asked  our  webmaster  to  put  up  these  words  in  an  editorial  page. 

As  I sit  here  wanting  to  say  these  things,  I can't  keep  myself  from 
weeping,  after  watching  the  news,  and  reading  the  newspaper.  Today,  I 
learned  that  the  young  man  who  was  beaten  in  Laramie,  Wyoming,  died.  He 
was  beaten,  clubbed,  whipped,  and  tied  up  to  a barbwire  fence  like  a 
scarecrow.  He  was  found  the  following  day  by  bicyclists  going  down  the  road, 
barely  alive.  He  was  flown  to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  in  critical 
condition  for  5 days,  finally  passing  on  this  morning.  2 young  men,  and 
two  young  women  have  been  arrested  in  connection  with  his  assault/death. 

What  was  his  crime,  the  reason  for  his  assault?  This  young  man  was  gay. 

His  lifestyle  didn't  meet  with  the  standards  as  accepted  by  a particular 
group  of  people.  It  wasn't  the  environment,  because  Laramie,  WY  has  it's 
own  share  of  homosexual  men  and  women,  many  of  whom  were  stunned  at  the 
hate  crime.  Perhaps  it  was  that  he  was  not  a large  person,  and  an  easy 
target.  Perhaps  he  looked  at  one  of  the  assailants  with  a smile,  a wave,  a 
bright  face,  or  even  just  a passing  glance.  In  any  event,  someone  took 
some  kind  of  offense  to  his  very  existence,  and  chose  to  snuff  out  the 
candle  of  this  young  man's  life.  By  all  accounts,  he  was  a creative  person, 
a well-liked  artist,  and  willing  to  get  involved  in  social  and  community 
affairs.  While  I never  knew  this  young  man,  I know  hundreds  like  him,  and 
know  of  thousands  more.  And  I know  that  everyone  has  something  to 
contribute  to  this  world.  For  this  reason,  I weep,  at  not  only  his 
family's  loss,  not  only  at  the  hate  that  motivated  his  death,  but  for  our 
loss,  for  the  things  that  we  will  never  know  because  of  his  erasure.  I 
weep  for  those  that  have  gone  without  choice,  for  reasons  of  racism,  such 
as  the  young  black  man  that  was  dragged  behind  a truck  in  Texas  last 
spring.  And  for  the  baby  that  was  left  to  die  in  a dresser  drawer,  because 
the  mother  didn't  want  her  parents  to  know  of  her  pregnancy. 

All  of  this  tells  me  that  we  are  failing  as  a society,  as  mothers, 
fathers,  teachers,  and  friends.  We  are  not  teaching  our  children  correct 
principles  of  love,  tolerance,  acceptance,  and  fear.  An  ignorant  person  is 
a fearful  one.  And  a fearful  person  will  strike  out  at  the  unknown,  much 


like  a cornered  animal.  We  cannot  afford  ignorance.  We  cannot  afford  to 
continue  to  allow  television  and  a heavily  taxed  school  system  be 
responsible  for  the  upbringing  of  our  children.  We  cannot  afford  to  allow 
our  children  to  go  out  into  the  world  ignorant  of  other  lifestyles, 
societies,  religions,  or  cultures.  It  is  this  fear  that  nearly  drove 
indigenous  Peoples  to  extinction  less  than  100  years  ago. 

Spend  time  with  your  children,  not  watching  television,  but  asking  them 
questions  about  their  world.  As  a presenter  in  the  drug  and  alcohol  field, 
I assure  you,  the  world  they  live  in  is  MUCH  different  than  yours.  Learn 
how  they  feel  about  other  cultures,  races,  and  political  issues.  Ask  their 
opinions  of  nearly  anything,  and  most  often,  even  a 6 year  old  will  offer 
some  perspectives  never  viewed  by  an  'educated  adult'.  Life  is  simple  for 
them,  true,  but  only  simple  by  your  standards,  not  by  theirs. 

If  we  don't  teach  our  children  the  correct  principles,  that  all  that 
moves  is  sacred,  that  all  living  things  are  human,  and  that  all  things 
deserve  the  most  basic  level  of  respect,  then  we'll  not  only  see  people 
persecuted  for  their  sexual  preferences  and  race  in  the  near  future,  we'll 
have  people  being  persecuted  for  the  kinds  of  shoes  they  wear,  for  the  way 
they  comb  their  hair,  and  for  the  music  they  listen  too.  Creativity  will 
cease,  because  of  fear.  Fear  is  the  greatest  tool  that  evil  wields.  Fear 
is  the  means  by  which  wars  are  begun.  Education  is  the  key  to  fear.  We 
don't  have  to  love  someone  to  accept  them.  I don't  like  vegetables,  I 
don't  like  strong  perfume,  and  I don't  like  many  other  things  in  the  world 
around  me.  Yet  I also  recognize  that  there  are  many  who  may  not  approve  of 
or  like  all  that  I do  as  well.  And  just  as  I know  my  perspective  has  merit 
as  much  as  I hate  to  admit,  so  does  theirs.  Only  by  knowing  of  the  dark, 
can  we  know  of  light,  and  only  by  knowing  of  hot,  can  we  know  cold.  There 
must  be  balance  in  all  things,  even  opinions  and  lifestyles.  I'm  not 
commenting  on  the  validity  of  gays,  lesbians,  rich  people,  poor  people, 
black  people,  white  people,  homeless  or  not.  Only  that  all  are  creations 
of  our  Creator,  God,  and  Supreme  Being,  and  therefore  have  an  inalienable 
right  to  exist,  with  or  without  your  approval.  When  you  reduce  things  to 
the  lowest  common  denominator,  as  5 fingered  humans,  we  are  all  the  same. 
WE  ARE  ALL  THE  SAME! 

It  stops  with  you.  It  stops  with  me.  In  a world  where  everyone  is 
screaming  about  yours,  mine,  theirs,  ours,  we  must  at  some  point  take 
responsibility.  You  cannot  afford  to  have  me  keep  my  mouth  shut  when  a 
crime  occurs,  even  if  it's  at  the  peril  of  my  name.  I must  speak,  and  I 
pray  that  when  you  see  an  injustice,  you  speak  too.  Take  back  our  world, 
by  spending  less  time  on  the  internet,  less  time  in  front  of  the 
television,  and  more  time  with  your  children,  neighbors,  friends.  Become  a 
part  of  your  community,  and  allow  your  community  to  become  a part  of  you. 
We  can  all  easily  live  together,  if  we  only  become  more  aware  of  what  we 
have  in  common,  rather  than  what  differences  there  are. 

If  we  don't  take  responsibility  and  teach  our  children  to  speak  up  and 
to  do  the  right  things,  then  we  are  just  as  responsible  for  that  young 
man's  death  as  the  actual  assailants.  Remember,  a beautiful  life  is  merely 
prayer  in  motion,  and  a world  without  prayer  has  no  center  to  it. 

God  bless  us  all. 

HAND  IN  HAND,  TAKE  A STAND,  FOR  GOODNESS.  GO  OUT  AND  DO  ANYTHING  GOOD  FOR 
THOSE  AROUND  YOU ! ! 

Douglas  Spotted  Eagle 
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Oct. 20, 1998  Hansard  of  Ont.  Legislature  - Ipperwash 
IPPERWASH  PROVINCIAL  PARK 

Mr  Gerry  Phillips  (Scarborough-Agincourt) : My  question  is  to  the  Premier. 

It  has  to  do  with  Ipperwash  and  the  shooting  death  of  a First  Nations 
person  and  the  conviction  of  an  OPP  officer  and  criminal  negligence.  It  has 
been  three  years  now,  and  we've  been  pushing  for  an  inquiry.  Our  worst 
fears  are  coming  true,  and  that  is  that  key  records  essential  to  Ipperwash 
are  being  systematically  erased.  That  is  a serious  problem. 

I will  give  you  one  specific  which  we  found  out  about  only  a few  weeks 
ago.  The  key  person  who  was  the  liaison  between  your  interministerial  group 
and  the  police  command  post  left  the  ministry  on  April  19,  1996.  As  soon  as 
he  left,  his  files  were  erased,  and  30  days  later  the  backup  files  were 
erased.  Key  documents  required  for  an  inquiry  into  Ipperwash  are  being 
systematically  erased. 

Premier,  will  you  at  least  agree  to  this:  that  you  will  send  all  your 
cabinet  ministers  and  your  ministries  that  are  affected  by  Ipperwash  an 
instruction  that  all  Ipperwash  files  that  have  not  been  destroyed  be 
retained  for  the  foreseeable  future? 

Hon  Michael  D.  Harris  (Premier):  Yes. 

Mr  Phillips:  I appreciate  that.  I'll  follow  up  on  the  specific  files  that 
went  missing  and  ask  you  how  it  could  possibly  happen.  I'll  just  say  to  you 
that  the  individual  who  was  involved  in  this,  a well-regarded  OPP  officer, 
left  the  ministry  on  April  19,  1996.  Immediately  after  that,  these  key 
files  were  erased.  The  Solicitor  General  said  this  about  those  files: 

"Indeed  we  are  concerned  about  the  loss  of  these  files  in  terms  of  our 
ability  to  retain  very  important  and  critical  files.  I share  your  concern 
with  respect  to  that.  The  current  deputy  has  initiated  a review  of  this 
situation  and  a review  of  the  retention  policy." 

My  question  to  you.  Premier,  is  this:  Nothing  could  be  perhaps  higher 
profile  than  your  involvement  in  Ipperwash,  the  first  death  of  a First 
Nations  person  in  a dispute  with  the  government  at  least  in  the  last  100 
years.  Yet  a mere  few  months  after  it  happened,  right  in  the  Ministry  of 
the  Solicitor  General,  key  files  were  allowed  to  be  erased.  Prior  to  that, 
had  you  made  any  instructions  to  ensure  that  those  files  would  be  retained 
so  we  could  have  a fair  and  obviously  unbiased  inquiry  into  this  sorry 
Ipperwash  affair? 

Hon  Mr  Harris:  I'll  refer  this  to  the  Solicitor  General. 

Hon  Robert  W.  Runciman  (Solicitor  General  and  Minister  of  Correctional 
Services):  With  respect  to  the  inquiry  - and  the  member  raised  this  earlier 
- the  hard  copies  of  the  significant  e-mails  were  printed  by  the  former 
employee  referenced  by  the  member  in  the  deputy  minister's  office,  as  was 
his  professional  practice.  Those  copies  remain  in  the  possession  of  the 
ministry.  As  a result  of  the  FOI  request,  the  privacy  commissioner  was 
satisfied  with  the  employee's  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  he  managed 
his  paper  and  electronic  record.  This  order  recited  parts  of  an  affidavit 
of  this  employee,  who  had  a practice  of  printing  significant  e-mails  and 
deleting  unimportant  ones.  The  e-mail  account  was  closed  by  staff  in 
accordance  with  normal  office  operating  procedure,  and  this  practice  is 
consistent  across  government  and  predates  the  term  of  this  administration. 

The  privacy  commissioner  was  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  these 
records  were  managed,  and  the  ministry  remains  in  possession  of  all 
documents  and  has  released  all  responsive  records  to  the  privacy 
commissioner,  consistent  with  the  act. 

In  conclusion,  the  government  has  complied  with  the  - 
The  Speaker:  Thank  you.  New  question,  third  party. 
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MILITARY  UNIT  SPIED  ON  NATIVE  PROTESTERS  AT  IPPERWASH 
Canadian  Press 

OTTAWA  --  A special  unit  of  Canada's  military  spied  on  native  protesters 
and  soldiers  and  installed  secret  video  cameras  to  monitor  Defence 
Department  employees  suspected  of  theft  even  though  it  didn't  have  warrants 
to  do  so. 

Files  obtained  by  the  Ottawa  Citizen  through  access  to  information 
legislation  show  the  special  operations  branch  of  the  Canadian  Forces 
special  investigations  unit  installed  secret  surveillance  cameras  to 
monitor  soldiers  and  civilian  employees  on  at  least  six  occasions  between 
1993  and  1995  at  bases  across  the  country. 

The  branch's  mandate  is  to  investigate  espionage  and  terrorism  and  gather 
information  on  immediate  security  threats. 

Lawyers  say  the  military  is  required  to  obtain  warrants  before  using 
secret  cameras  to  spy  on  employees.  The  documents  reveal  only  one  warrant 
was  issued  to  the  military  for  the  use  of  covert  video  cameras  during  that 
period . 

Documents  covering  the  period  1990  to  1995  also  show  that: 

* Defence  Department  spies  tailed  current  and  former  employees  suspected 
of  minor  theft  or  selling  smuggled  cigarettes,  although  the  missions  appear 
to  have  unearthed  little  evidence  of  improper  conduct. 

* The  unit  spied  on  native  protesters  at  Ipperwash  in  1993;  the  next  year, 
it  was  put  on  alert  to  sneak  into  Oka,  Que.,  and  the  surrounding  native 
reserves  when  tensions  there  increased. 

* The  surveillance  team  searched  the  luggage  of  soldiers  catching  flights 
at  the  Ottawa  airport  for  weapons  but  found  nothing. 

* The  military  used  a hidden  camera  to  catch  an  employee  stealing  nuts  and 
bolts  from  a workshop  at  Canadian  Forces  Base  Trenton.  It  obtained  a 
warrant . 

* At  Canadian  Forces  Base  Cold  Lake  in  Alberta  the  team's  equipment  was 
used  to  record  communications  of  individuals  whose  names  were  deleted  >from 
the  documents.  In  that  case,  the  military  stated  it  did  not  believe  it 
needed  a warrant. 

Capt.  Alain  Bissonnette,  spokesperson  for  the  Canadian  Forces  Provost 
Marshal,  said  the  department's  special  operations  section  consults  with 
military  lawyers  on  whether  warrants  are  needed  for  its  missions  and 
strictly  follows  the  law. 

"The  support  section  conducts  all  their  technical  surveillance  according 
to  Canadian  law  and  the  Charter  of  Rights,"  Bissonnette  said. 

Officials  with  the  ludge  Advocate  General's  office  declined  to  be 
interviewed . 

But  civilian  lawyers  say  that  under  a 1990  Supreme  Court  ruling,  the 
military  should  have  obtained  a warrant  for  every  use  of  secret  video 
cameras . 

"If  their  purpose  is  to  gather  evidence  for  a criminal  offence  then  there 
has  to  be  a warrant,"  said  lawyer  Clayton  Ruby.  "There's  a privacy  interest 


which  can  only  be  overturned  by  a warrant." 

Eugene  Oscapella,  a legal  specialist  in  privacy  rights,  agreed.  "The  whole 
notion  of  video  surveillance  is  troubling.  Dust  because  we  have  the 
technological  means  to  track  people  doesn't  mean  we  should  be  doing  it." 

The  unit  is  armed  with  more  than  $1  million  in  high-tech  surveillance  gear. 

The  surveillance  at  Ipperwash  was  one  of  the  unit's  most  extensive 
missions.  The  land  had  been  taken  from  the  natives  during  the  Second  World 
War  for  military  training.  The  protesters  were  frustrated  the  federal 
government  was  stalling  in  returning  the  property. 

Thirty  native  protesters  were  allowed  to  live  in  tents  at  one  end  of  the 
camp;  soldiers  and  protesters  agreed  to  stay  out  of  each  other's  way. 

But  in  fact,  a special  operations  team  hid  in  the  bushes,  photographing 
and  recording  the  natives'  every  movement. 

Less  than  a year  later,  the  special  operations  team  was  preparing  to  spy 
on  natives  in  Quebec.  Tensions  at  the  Kanesatake  reserve  near  Oka  were 
mounting  and  in  late  Danuary  1994,  Mohawks  fired  as  many  as  60  bullets  at 
two  military  aircraft. 

The  spy  teams  were  told  to  be  ready  to  move  out  within  a few  hours;  they 
were  assigned  to  collect  intelligence  for  military  commanders  and  police. 

They  were  armed,  but  were  warned  to  "use  discretion." 
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BC  CIVIL  LIBERTIES  ASSOCIATION'S  SILENCE  ON  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  EXPLAINED 

The  BCCLA  president  Andrew  Irvine  wrote  the  following  response  to  a letter 
which  asked  why  BCCLA  questions  the  "official  abuses  of  power"  in  the  case 
of  the  1997  Apec  protest,  yet  has  been  silent  on  the  far  more  brutal  abuses 
of  power  at  the  Gustafsen  Lake  siege  of  1995.  Irvine's  letter  makes  the 
answer  very  clear.  Though  the  necessary  precondition  of  an  effective 
monitoring  body  is  plainly  an  arm's  length  distance  from  the  state,  the 
BCCLA,  due  to  its  membership,  is  effectively  an  adjunct  to  the  state.  Even 
in  their  letter  of  response,  BCCLA  avoids  the  question  of  their  silence 
regarding  Gustafsen,  which  was  the  main  point  of  the  original  letter 
(included  after  the  BCCLA  response  below): 


Vancouver  Sun,  October  23,  1998,  Letters: 

Letter  of  the  Day: 

B.C.  Civil  Liberties  Association  not  just  for  NDPers 

Dohn  Shafer  does  not  explain  just  why  he  thinks  that  the  B.C.  Civil 
Liberties  Association  has  a "cosy  relationship"  with  the  New  Democratic 
Party  (APEC  protests  weren't  just  about  entertaining  dictators.  Letters, 
Oct.  13). 

So  we  are  left  to  guess. 

Is  it  because  the  BCCLA  is  privileged  to  have  people  such  as  former 
premier  Mike  Flarcourt  and  Member  of  Parliament  Svend  Robinson  serving  as 
honorary  directors? 


Likely  not,  since  we  are  also  privileged  to  have  people  like  broadcaster 


Rafe  Main  and  former  Tory  prime  minister  Kim  Campbell  serving  in  this  same 
capacity. 

Is  it  because  we  have  championed  the  free  speech  rights  of  people  on  the 
political  left? 

Again,  likely  not,  since  we  have  consistently  done  the  same  for  people 
of  all  political  persuasions,  as  many  of  our  high-profile  court  cases 
attest . 

Is  it  because  the  current  attorney-general,  Ujjal  Dosanjh,  is  a former 
board  member? 

Again,  likely  not,  since  Mr.  Dosanjh  returns  our  calls  no  more  frequently 
than  any  of  his  predecessors. 

The  simple  fact  is  that  the  BCCLA  is  a local  nonpartisan  charitable 
organization  whose  mandate  is  to  protect  and  promote  the  basic  democratic 
rights  and  freedoms  of  all  British  Columbians. 

For  more  than  three  decades,  we  have  done  so  by  becoming  involved  in 
public  education,  individual  case  work,  government  lobbying  and  public 
interest  litigation. 

We  are  also  proud  to  be  able  to  say  that  we  receive  much-needed  support 
from  people  across  the  political  spectrum. 

As  BCCLA  president,  I would  work  to  change  things  if  this  were  not  so. 

Andrew  Irvine, 

Vancouver 


(Original  letter:) 

Letters,  Vancouver  Sun,  October  13,  1998,  Page  A19 

IS  Russell  and  AD  Irvine  ask  important  questions  regarding  "official 
abuses  of  power"  (APEC  protest  raises  new  questions  on  who's  doing  the 
spying.  Forum,  Oct. 2)  This  is  appropriate  and  necessary  given  the  serious 
implications  of  the  issues  and  their  position  as  directors  of  the  BC  Civil 
Liberties  Association. 

Why  then  did  not  the  association  demonstrate  any  similar  concerns  with 
respect  to  actions  taken  by  the  state  at  Gustafsen  Lake?  Can  it  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  cosy  relationship  the  association  has  with  New 
Democratic  Party  Attorney-General  Ujjal  Dosanjh?  Some  of  the  same  RCMP 
brass  and  officials  cited  in  Spray-pec  were  also  involved  in 
Gustafsen-Gate,  including  the  Indonesian  delegation's  RCMP  liaison  Peter 
Montague.  Mr.  Montague's  famous  "smear  campaigns  are  our  specialty"  line 
was  one  quote  that  should  not  be  forgotten  from  his  time  as  the 
palsy-walsy  RCMP  media  spokesperson  at  Gustafsen,  the  largest  paramilitary 
operation  in  Canadian  history. 

Clearly,  unlike  the  unfolding  Spray-pec  affair,  there  is  no  stomach  for  a 
long  overdue  and  similarly  probing  review  of  the  "blunt  instruments  of 
state  power",  intelligence  gathering,  and  political  involvement  in  the 
Gustafsen  matter.  We  should  all  be  asking  ourselves  why. 

1.  Shafer 


On  October  15,  the  Sun  ran  a letter  from  a participant  in  anti-Apec 
activities  who  similarly  questioned  the  lack  of  attention  to  the  Gustafsen 
issue.  Many  of  the  protestors  involved  have  noted  the  "double  standard"  of 
Spray-pec  vs  Gustafsen  Lake  and  joined  the  call  for  an  end  to  the  coverup 
of  the  largest  paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history  against  the 
Ts'peten  Sundance  Camp  in  the  summer  of  1995.  The  letter  from  Aziz  Choudry 
follows : 


RCMP  Not  Always  Under  Same  Scrutiny 

Last  November  I was  a speaker  at  the  APEC  Alert  - organized  teach-in  a day 
before  the  outrageous  pepper-spraying  incident  at  the  University  of  BC.  I 
have  been  interested  in  The  Sun's  recent  coverage  in  part  because  New 
Zealand  will  host  the  Asia  Pacific  Economic  Cooperation  forum  next  year. 
But  given  the  massive  media  interest  and  public  sympathy  towards  the 
victims  of  last  year's  security  operations  at  APEC,  I am  intrigued  that 
there  has  never  been  the  same  level  of  scrutiny,  public  outrage  and  hard 
questions  in  relation  to  RCMP  tactics  during  the  massive  paramilitary 
operation  against  a small  group  of  indigenous  peoples  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in 
1995. 

There  are  plenty  of  parallels  between  the  two  operations,  such  as 
excessive  force,  widespread  surveillance,  and  the  involvement  of  a number 
of  key  senior  RCMP  officers  in  both  operations.  While  November  showed 
Canada's  security  forces  playing  the  role  of  willing  muscle  boys  for 
APEC's  free  trade,  free  market  agenda,  from  what  I have  seen  and  heard, 
their  politically  directed,  heavy-handed  actions  are  unlikely  to  be  news 
to  people  who  continue  to  struggle  for  self-determination  and  sovereignty. 
Aziz  Choudry 
Christchurch,  NZ 


BC  CIVIL  LIBERTIES  - AN  ADJUNCT  TO  THE  CANADIAN  SETTLER-STATE! 

"I  must,  therefore,  ask  that  you  requisition  the  following  additional 
equipment  from  the  Canadian  Forces:  Four  (4)  .50  calibre  McMillan  Sniper 
Rifles,  complete  with  4 x 40  Leupold  Scopes,  accessories  and  ammunition. 
Your  urgent  attention  and  consideration  is  appreciated." 

--  Former  BCCLA  board  member  and  present  BC  Minister  of  Human  Rights  and 
Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh,  in  a Sept.  15,  1995,  letter  to  the 
Solicitor  General  of  Canada,  requesting  arms  for  use  the  Gustafsen  siege. 

"Gustafsen  Lake  could  help  propel  BC  into  a fall  election,  political 
analysts  said  Sunday...  NDP  support  has  strengthened  over  the  summer,  a 
phenomenon  analysts  say  shows  voters  approve  of  the  way  the  government  of 
Premier  Harcourt  has  handled  native  Indian  militants...  One  high  placed 
government  source  predicted  Harcourt  will  call  an  election  before  next 
week."  --  Vancouver  Sun,  September  18,  1995,  Page  A3.  Former  NDP  Premier 
Mike  Harcourt  is  now  working  with  the  BCCLA. 

Email  for  BC  Civil  Liberties  Association  - mailto:BCCLA@mindlink.bc.ca 
Please  cc  to  us  at  <sisis@envirolink.org> 

Information  on  Gustafsen  Lake: 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
Information  on  the  Apec  protests: 

http : //www. canuck. com/ rose/trans 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

— "RE:  Help  Sought  for  Police  Victim"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Nov  1998  10:11:35  -0600 
From:  DRP  < jrp05@GNOFN .ORG> 

Sub j : Help  Sought  for  Police  Victim 

I have  been  asked  to  repost  this... 
thanks  --  Dee 

A Statement  from  Keith  First  In  Trouble's  Grandmother, 

Ida  R.  Quintana  Foraci 
Trashing  the  Truth 

Officers  Breneman  and  his  partner  led  by  the  Devil  to  lie  were 
exonerated  by  their  peers  from  shooting  a troubled  young  man  on 
9-16-1998. 

There  is  a higher  court  that  will  judge  them  if  the  don't  tell  the  truth 


and  God  will  deal  with  liars.  God  commands  me  to  pray  for  my  enemies. 

Keith  First  In  Trouble  survived  6 bullets,  saved  by  God  our  Redeemer. 

Now  Keith  faces  charges  based  on  lies  and  a cover-up  by  liars  to  protect 
themselves.  They  are  -Trashing  The  Truth-.  Keith  had  no  weapon  and  the 
truth  will  come  out. 

That  terrible  night  we  asked  the  police  for  help,  not  a shooting.  These 
policemen  need  more  help  than  Keith.  They  were  led  by  the  Devil  who 
uses  evil  men  to  do  his  dirty  work. 

That  night  became  a nightmare  as  we  prayed  for  Keith's  life  and  our 
prayers  were  answered.  Now  I come  to  the  public  for  financial  help  and 
I know  God  will  send  us  a good  public  defender  to  fight  the  lies.  Send 
your  donations  to: 

Keith  First  In  Trouble  account  # 43690-2 
Diakonia  Credit  Union 
1275  S.  Federal  Blvd. 

Denver  Co  80219 

Keith's  Grandmother 
Ida  R.  Quintana  Foraci 
1750  S.  Federal  # 607 
Denver,  Co  80219 

"RE : Flunger  Strike  to  Defend  Sacred  Dakota  Site"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Sep  1998  07:56:22  -0500 

From:  "Native  American  Press"  <presson@paulbunyan . net> 

Sub j : hunger  strike  to  defend  sacred  Dakota  site 

MN  Indian  Affairs  Council  sanctions  plan  to  run  highway  through  sacred 
Dakota  site 
By  Dale  Greene 

After  a recent  visit  to  the  University  of  Minnesota  appointment,  my 
father  wanted  to  stop  at  a "camp  of  Indians"  he  had  heard  about  on  the 
Friday  television  local  news  cast.  The  protest  camp,  located  in  South 
Minneapolis  (Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota),  is  known  as  Camp  Coldwater  and 
is  aimed  at  forcing  the  state  to  abandon  plans  to  run  Flighway  55  through 
Phillips  neighborhood  and  a site  held  sacred  to  the  Dakota  people.  As 
this  paper  goes  to  press  (Oct.  29),  two  women  and  two  men  from  the  camp 
are  in  the  16th  day  of  a hunger  strike  they  vow  to  carry  on  until  their 
demands  are  met. 

Camp  Coldwater  is  a historically  important  area  of  Minneapolis.  It  was 
the  original  site  of  the  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota  tribe  and  is 
considered  very  sacred.  The  word  Men-do-ta  means  "where  the  waters 
meet."  It  is  where  the  State  of  Minnesota  began. 

Upon  entering  the  Camp,  we  were  met  by  an  Anishinabe'  Inini,  who  was 
introduced  as  "Bear."  Bear  showed  us  around  a part  of  the  main  camp, 
part  of  a large  and  quite  spread-out  area  along  the  river. 

Bear  introduced  us  to  a Dakota  man  named  Dim  Anderson  RedSky,  cultural 
chair  of  the  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota.  Dim  RedSky  treated  us  very 
warmly  during  our  visit,  to  the  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota  camp.  When 
greeting  us,  RedSky  introduced  himself  and  gave  us  his  Dakota  names  in 
his  native  language.  During  our  visit  Dim  RedSky  gave  us  much 
information  about  Camp  Coldwater.  Before  we  left  the  camp.  Dim  RedSky 
gave  us  a booklet  and  an  VCR  tape  of  the  Camp. 

After  visiting  and  listening  to  Dim  RedSky,  I gained  an  understanding  of 
what  the  demonstrators  are  trying  to  accomplish.  I wished  them  luck  and 
any  future  support  we  could  offer  them.  If  you  want  to  learn  more  or  to 
offer  support  please  visit  the  MendotaMdewakanton  Dakota,  Camp 
Coldwater .They  will  treat  you  warmly  and  give  you  a Flistory  lesson  that 
people  need  to  hear  and  know  about. 

On  the  videotape  were  some  local  newscasts  from  Minneapolis  stations 
covering  the  Camp.  The  most  disturbing  interview  was  that  of  a Minnesota 
Department  of  Transportation  (MnDoT)  official  named  Bob  Mcfarlin,  who 
instantly  reminded  me  of  a comment  Dim  RedSky  made  during  a conversation 


at  camp.  Dim  RedSky  had  said  the  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  Council  had 
sided  with  MnDOT  officials,  offering  its  blessings  to  plans  to  pave  over 
these  historical  and  sacred  sites. 

Mcfarlin  stated  that  "appropriate  American  Indian  agencies"  have 
discarded  the  protestors'  claims.  The  newscast  interview  implied  that 
the  appropriate  "American  Indian  Agencies"  are  the  Minnesota  Historical 
Society  and  the  state  Indian  Affairs  Council. 

After  viewing  the  MnDoT  officials'  reliance  on  the  minnesota  Indian 
Affairs  Council's  investigating--then  discarding- -the  claims  of  camp 
members  in  favor  of  the  Highway  55  construction  plan,  I started  thinking 
about  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe's  Indian  Affairs  Council  members.  I 
wondered  if  Dim  RedSky  Anderson  and  the  Camp  Coldwater  members,  were 
aware  of  who  they  were  dealing  with. 

The  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  Council  (MIAC)  includes  at  least  six 
members  from  the  MCT's  Tribal  Executive  Committee,  including  the  RBC 
chairmen  of  the  six  reservations.  These  TEC  members  are  preoccupied  with 
Indian  gaming  interests.  Recent  MCT  president  Wadena  and  former  MIAC 
president  and  Leech  Lake  chairman  Pemberton  were  convicted  in 
federal  courts  in  1996  for  their  IRA  criminal  acts. 

So  when  I think  of  the  MIAC,  I always  think  of  the  six  MCT  TEC  members, 
who  constitute  a majority  of  the  11-reservation  Indian  Affairs  Council. 
These  six  TEC  members  are  also  Minnesota  Indian  Gaming  Association 
(MIGA)  members  who  appoint  themselves  or  their  IRA  RBC  peers  to  sit  on 
MIGA.  Former  Leech  Lake  RBC  member  Myron  Ellis  was  once  MIGA 
president/chairman . Remember,  Ellis  and  former  state  senator  Skip  Finn 
were  partners  in  the  crime  of  defrauding  the  Leech  Lake  people.  Ellis 
was  another  appropriate  American  Indian  agency  leader  of  MIGA. 

Beware  of  unseen  gaming  interests.  Indian  gaming  will  rear  its  ugly  head 
in  strange  places  and  with  strange  bedfellows.  Did  I mention  that  in 
state/tribal  compacts,  the  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  agency  is  the 
go-between?  Are  these  the  same  appropriate  Indian  agencies  that  killed 
the  Hudson  Casino  deal  for  the  impoverished  bands  of  Ojibwe  from 
WisconsinPThe  Mille  Lacs  Lake  RBC  was  rumored  to  be  involved  in  killing 
the  Hudson  Casino  deals,  fearing  competition.  Did  the  appropriate  Indian 
Affairs  Council  have  any  thing  here? 

Personally,  I don't  feel  the  IRA  Indian  gaming  interests  have  anything 
to  fear.  The  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota  are  not  doing  this  to  create  a 
Indian  gamings  tate,  they  are  attempting  to  reclaim  their  ancestral 
sacred  homelands.  And  they  are  asking  for  people's  help  and 
understanding  of  their  plight.  One  would  hope  the  MIAC  would  be 
supportive  and  understanding,  but  I see  that  the  appropriate  american 
Indian  agencies  are  driven  by  Indian  gaming  interests  that  see  everyone 
and  everything  as  potentially  jeopardizing  their  casino  revenues.  Sadly, 
this  occurs  even  when  it  is  their  own  Indian  people  hurt  in  their  rush 
to  protect  their  IRA  goldmines  at  the  expense  of  other  Native  people's 
dreams . 

One  does  not  have  to  be  a historian  to  realize  that  above  Fort  Snelling 
along  the  Mississippi  River's  western  banks,  there  are  several  large 
Dakota  village  sites,  gathering  places  and  evidence  that  other 
Autochthonous  people  have  had  large  villages  or  sacred  sites  there.  Our 
ancestors  camped  and  had  villages  where  bodies  of  water  met.  The 
Minnesota  and  Mississippi  Rivers'  meeting  place  is  an  historical 
Autochthonous  village  site  or  sites  up  and  down  the  two  rivers'  banks. 

Dust  check  out  a comprehensive  history  book  about  Minneapolis, 

Minnesota.  In  the  beginning  of  these  books,  they'll  describe  who  lived 
in  these  watershed  regions  before  the  Euro-American  settlers  surrounded 
our  ancestors. 

Today,  Mendota  Mdewakanton  Dakota  camp  is  for  real.  The  people  of  that 
camp  have  a dream  that  deserve  the  people's  help  and  understanding.  Go 
and  visit  them  to  see  for  yourself. .Offer  to  sit  and  listen  and  when 
done  listening, offer  to  help. 

The  following  is  a brief  statement  explaining  the  purpose  Camp 
Coldwaters  by  Dim  Anderson: 

"Oyate.  Many  of  you  may  have  heard  of  our  encampment  and  liberation  of 
our  stolen  lands  in  Minneapolis  near  Minnehaha  park.  There  are  two  areas 


of  great  concern  to  our  people  in  the  way  of  the  Minnesota  Department 
of  transportation's  (MnDot)  plan  to  reroute  Highway  55  through  sites 
sacred  to  our  people. Chris  Leith  called  my  people  to  defend  these  sites. 

One  site  has  four  Oak  trees  planted  in  the  four  directions  and  was  used 
by  our  people  for  our  vision  quests.  The  other  site  is  an  artesian 
spring  that  the  white  people  call  Camp  Coldwater  spring.  This  spring  is 
medicine  water,  or  pejuta  mine.  I have  brought  many  spiritual  people  to 
this  site,  and  they  all  feel  the  same  about  this  place.  They  all  know 
this  is  sacred  ground. 

In  order  for  our  lawyers  to  stop  this,  we  need  all  of  the  people  in  the 
way  of  the  Red  Road  to  come  to  these  sites  and  to  provide  us  with  their 
thoughts 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Nov  10  22:08:25  1998 
Date:  Tue,  10  Nov  1998  19:04:58  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.046 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  TribalLaw  & Nat-Film  Lists; 

MNN  Mohawk  Nation  News;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
A-Infos  News  Service;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


I have  carried  a heavy  load  on  my  back  ever  since  I was  a boy.  I 
realized  then  that  we  could  not  hold  our  own  with  the  white  men.  We 
were  like  deer.  They  were  like  grizzly  bears.  We  had  a small  country. 
Their  country  was  large.  We  were  contented  to  let  things  remain  as  the 
Great  Spirit  Chief  made  them.  They  were  not,  and  would  change  the 
rivers  and  mountains  if  the  did  not  suit  them." 

_ Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  \ 

\ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Journey 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Remember  our  veterans  - those  warriors  who  came  home,  and  those  who  did  not 

Any  time  any  elder  dies,  it  is  a great  loss.  Each  one,  no  matter  how 
prominent  or  well  known,  is  a precious  gem  of  knowledge.  As  these  elders 
drop  their  earthly  robes  and  take  their  Spirit  journey,  they  leave  the 
knowledge  others  sought  them  for,  to  listen  and  learn;  but  more  often 
these  days  this  wisdom  is  not  sought  and  it  is  carried  away  along  with 
its  precious  wisdom  keeper. 

It  is  with  honor  and  respect  I share  the  loss  of  a elder  to  the  Mescalero 
Date:  Thu,  05  Nov  1998  20:33:23  -0700 
From:  Robert  Warrior  <warrior@stanford .edu> 

Sub j : Wendell  Chino 

Albuquerque  Journal 
Thursday,  November  5,  1998 
Mescaleros'  Chino  Dies 
Leader  Battled  For  Sovereignty 
By  Leslie  Linthicum 
Journal  Staff  Writer 

Wendell  Chino,  the  leader  of  the  Mescalero  Apache  tribe  for  the  past 


43  years  and  an  outspoken  and  sometimes  brash  defender  of  Indian 
rights,  died  of  a heart  attack  Wednesday  in  Santa  Monica,  Calif. 

Chino,  74,  had  been  visiting  a health  center  and  was  working  out  on  a 
treadmill  when  he  suffered  a heart  attack  Wednesday  afternoon.  He  was 
revived  in  the  emergency  room  of  the  Santa  Monica-UCLA  Medical  Center 
and  transferred  to  a critical  care  unit  at  the  hospital  where  he  died 
at  3:28  p.m.  MST,  according  to  hospital  spokesman  Ted  Braun. 

Chino's  death  set  off  shock  and  rumors  across  the  Mescalero 
reservation  in  southern  New  Mexico  and  beyond.  Chino  was  a nationally 
recognized  Indian  leader  who  fought  for  tribal  sovereignty  and  ruled 
Mescalero  with  an  iron  fist  while  successfully  building  and 
diversifying  the  tribe's  economy. 

Chino  served  as  the  tribal  business  council  chairman  from  1955  to 
1965,  when  the  Mescaleros  adopted  a president  and  council  form  of 
government.  Chino  easily  won  election  as  the  tribe's  first  president 
and  then  handily  won  16  more  terms. 

Over  the  years  he  befriended  and  berated  hundreds  of  politicians  in 
New  Mexico  and  Washington,  D.C.,  and  launched  lawsuits  and  standoffs 
in  the  name  of  Indian  sovereignty. 

Members  of  the  tribal  council  and  the  tribe's  attorneys  were  to  meet 
this  morning  to  discuss  Chino's  death  and  the  future  of  tribal 
government,  Chino's  friend  Dale  Webb  said  Wednesday  night. 

Webb  said  he  heard  the  news  from  Chino's  son  Wednesday  night. 

"We're  all  just  waiting,"  Webb  said. 

Tribal  members  said  Mescalero  conservation  officers  ringed  tribal 
headquarters  in  the  mountains  of  Otero  County  on  Wednesday  night, 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  tribe's  vice  president,  Paul  Ortega. 

Some  tribal  members  said  they  believe  Ortega  will  take  over  the 
presidency  for  90  days  under  tribal  laws  and  then  a special  election 
will  be  held. 

George  Fettinger,  the  tribe's  attorney,  would  not  comment  Wednesday 
night . 

Chino  and  Albuquerque  businessman  Ray  Gallegos  had  been  checked  in  to 
the  Pritikin  Longevity  Center  in  Santa  Monica  for  several  days,  a 
friend  said.  Chino  underwent  an  angioplasty  for  a heart  problem  last 
year  but  continued  to  be  active. 

Chino,  a little  man  with  stooped  shoulders,  two  hearing  aids  and  a 
booming  voice,  appeared  gruff  in  public  but  hid  a sly  sense  of  humor. 

Under  his  leadership,  the  4,000-member  tribe  transformed  itself  into  a 
prosperous  business  empire  with  a sawmill,  a metal  fabrication  plant, 
a casino,  a ski  resort  and  a resort  hotel. 

Chino  once  described  the  Mescalero  tribe's  strength  this  way:  Navajos, 
he  said,  make  rugs,  and  the  Pueblos  make  pottery.  "The  Mescaleros," 

Chino  said,  "make  money." 

His  critics  questioned  where  the  profits  from  those  enterprises  went, 
noting  that  most  tribal  members  had  not  seen  prosperity. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Journal  just  before  winning  re-election  to 
his  17th  term  in  November  1997,  Chino  down  played  his  image  as  a 
dictator  and  defended  his  record. 

"Wendell  Chino  doesn't  elect  himself,"  he  said.  "If  they  didn't  like 
the  way  I was  operating,  they  would  have  booted  me  a long  time  ago." 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 
Again,  this  winter  this  editorial  section  will  feature  groups  or 
individuals  who  are  helping  those  in  need,  primarily  on  reservations  and 
especially  those  who  aid  children  and  elders.  Urban  help  will  not  be 
excluded.  I have  lived  in  the  Cedar-Riverside  area  of  Minneapolis  and 
been  a guest  in  Lakota  Housing  in  Rapid  City  and  in  Shiprock.  The  need 
to  eat  and  be  warm  does  not  end  because  a person  has  left  the  rez. 

PLEASE  forward  contact  information  for  all  you  know  who  help  those  less 
able  to  do  so  make  it  through  the  harsh  winter  months. 


We  have  two  deletions  from  the  list  carried  over  from  last  year. 
From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 


Please  remove  Addie  Defender  and  Liam  Patterson(from  the  contact  list). 


A note  posted  on  the  Big  Mountain  list  speaks  of  the  emormous  needs  by 
many  of  the  Dine',  especially  those  standing  their  ground  at  Black  Mesa: 
Date:  Fri,  06  Nov  1998  16:20:50  -0800 
From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Aid  request  for  Bonnie  Whitesinger 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

I received  a letter  from  Bonnie  Whitesinger,  Dineh  resistor.  Since  it  is 
short,  I will  quote  the  whole  thing. 


Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorman, 

Hello.  How  are  things  going  for  you  and  your  family.  Hopefully  things  are 
good.  I had  to  write  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  still  here  at  Big 
Mountain  and  I still  go  to  dialysis.  Pauline  is  doing  good-  she's  still 
healthy  - all  out  and  about.  She  recently  did  her  corn  harvest.  Me  and  my 
family  need  dollars  to  buy  winter  supplies.  Can  you  help  us  with  your 
hearts  to  respond  to  our  survival  needs?  There  was  also  articles  about 
livestock  impoundments  but  then  it  sounds  that  they  won't  do  until  later 
dates.  Also,  Marsha  is  on  the  land  at  Black  Mesa.  She  floating  around. 

So,  other  then  that  we  helped  her  establish  a board  of  Directors  for  S.D.N. 
So,  that's  good  news.  This  is  all  for  now--  and  we'll  wait  for  your 
response . 

Thanks, 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 


Bonnie's  address  is  Box  1073.  Hotevilla,  AZ  86030.  If  anyone  can  help 
Bonnie  and  her  family  out  (she  has  several  children),  I know  she  would 
appreciate  it. 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

3oe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

3oe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 

If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 

you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 

vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West. 

biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. TH0MAS_3+@ALBANY. VA.GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 


(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne , Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 
furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 


From:  "g  hindsman"  <tasunke@dmv. com> 

Sub j : Help  for  Families  on  Rez 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

All  of  the  donations  are  sorted  and  packed  for  each  family  according  to 
size,  sex  etc.  This  year  we  are  in  particular  need  of  blankets,  space 
heaters,  fans  and  linens  (towels  and  sheets) . We  have  many  toys  and 
clothing  of  all  sizes  but  good  winter  coats  are  always  useful.  We  are 
registered  as  a private  non  profit,  so  receipts  can  be  given  for 
donations.  We  can  always  use  money  donations. 

We  deliver  in  December,  Dune  and  in  August.  We  also  do  mail  deliveries 
occasionally.  Over  the  years,  we  have  made  many  friends  at  Pine  Ridge, 


Rosebud,  the  Crow  Agency  and  others.  We  try  to  help  with  special  requests 
when  we  can.  Morning  Star  has  also  been  a home  away  from  home  for  students 
and  elders  who  are  temporarily  on  the  East  Coast.  Our  headquarters  are 
located  in  Delaware  but  we  have  other  circles  in  Virginia,  New  York,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  soon  in  Florida. 


From:  Danet  S <jans@future.atlcom.net> 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas  Cassada. 
MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as  mediation 
assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian  Reservations  in  the  form  of 
clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys  for  the  children,  scholarship 
funding  and  household  provisions. 

This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and  notions. 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to  support 
the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within  the  United  States, 
South  and  North  Dakota. 

For  information  about  Morning  Star  you  can  call  or  write  our  Outreach 
Coordinator  at: 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 


Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  14:03:10  -0800 
From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker.org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 
automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 


Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Sub j : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 

FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Hercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130' s and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 


heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 


From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http: //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  communities 
on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Floly 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Violet  Catches 
HC  77  Box  500 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

P.O.  Box  101 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

House  #245 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Elvira  Chasing  Hawk 

Town  of  Red  Scaffold  Representatives 

Box  481  Red  Scaffold  RD 

Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 

or 

c/o  Candace  Hollow  Horn 
Box  522  Red  Scaffold  RD 
Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 


From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

The  Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community  Organization 
402  West  145th  Street  * New  York,  NY  10031 

212/926-5757  * 212/926-5842  (fax)  * ifco@igc.apc.org  (email)  * 


www.ifconews.org  (web) 

(earmark  your  gift  for  November  caravan  to  Chiapas) 


Bucketline  to  the  Elders 
First  Security  Bank 
205  N Main 
Layton,  UT  84041 


this  group  provides  food  and  supplies 

to  the  elders  of  the 

Big  Mountain  /Black  Mesa  area. 


Redfeather  Development  Corp 
Box  52652 

Bellevue,  WA  98015-2652 


This  group  repairs  and  winterizes 

housing  for  the 

elders  of  the  Dakotas  area. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Leonard  Peltier  Needs  a Lawyer 

- Six  Nations  Going  Ahead 
with  Elections 

- Delaware  to  Vote 

- Cherokees  to  get  Funds  Monthly 

- Hermosillo  Victory 

- Controversy  over  Indian  Remains 
in  Louisiana 

- Head  Start  Program 

- Winona  Laduke  in  Chattanooga 

- Bison  Banned  from  Carson 
National  Forest 

- C0PS4  FCCC  Indigenous  Declaration 

- National  Day  of  Mourning 
Orientation 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier  Needs 


- Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash 

- Salmon  Recovery 

- California  Passes  Indian 
Gaming  Measure 

- Nisga  Propaganda  Tour 

- Wilma  Mankiller 

- Dury  Refused  for 
Tsuu  T'ina  Inquiry 

- What  is  an  Indian 

- COINTELPRO  Revisited 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  The  Brightest  of  Gems 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 

a Lawyer"  


Date:  Thu,  5 Nov  1998  11:17:05  -0600 
From:  LPDC  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : LEONARD  PELTIER  NEEDS  LAWYER  TO  TAKE  CASE! 


UUCP  email 


Dear  Leonard  Peltier  supporters. 

Please  pass  this  message  to  any  progressive  law  firms/lawyers  who  may  be 
interested.  Thank  you! 

Gina 

LPDC 

LEONARD  PELTIER  NEEDS  A LAWYER  TO  TAKE  CASE! 

Leonard  Peltier  needs  a lawyer  to  take  a medical  malpractice  law-suit 
against  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons.  In  1996  he  was  transferred  to 
Springfield  Medical  Facility  for  a maxilla-facial  surgery  on  his  jaw.  Dr. 
Collins,  a contracted  prison  doctor  had  recommended  that  he  be  treated  at 
the  Mayo  Clinic  because,  according  to  him,  Springfield  did  not  have  the 
facilities  to  perform  the  operation.  The  prison  ignored  this  advice. 

During  the  surgery  Leonard  almost  died  from  blood  loss.  He  went  into  a 
coma  for  fourteen  hours.  After  the  surgery,  while  he  was  still  weak,  he 
was  put  in  the  "hole"  which  was  infested  with  cockroaches  and  ants.  He 
was  forced  to  stay  in  the  5x7  cell  for  23  hours  a day  and  was  not  given 
adequate  writing  materials  or  use  of  a telephone.  During  this  time  doctors 
convinced  him  that  he  needed  radiation  treatment  on  his  jaw  or  he  would 
die.  He  was  not  diagnosed  with  cancer.  He  was  given  radiation  treatment 
for  five  days  straight,  making  his  condition  even  weaker.  The  operation 
was  largely  unsuccessful  as  his  jaw  is  now  in  worse  condition  than  it  ever 


was  before.  For  obvious  reasons  Leonard  refuses  any  further  "treatment" 
from  Springfield. 

Leonard  cannot  completely  open  or  close  his  mouth.  He  cannot  bite  or 
chew  his  food  and  the  prison  will  not  blend  it  for  him.  He  must  mash  his 
food  with  his  tongue  to  eat.  The  condition  of  his  jaw  causes  him  to  be  in 
excruciating  pain  daily  and  he  suffers  from  extreme  headaches.  The  prison 
refuses  to  send  him  to  the  Mayo  Clinic  and  will  allow  him  to  receive 
medical  attention  from  Springfield  only.  The  Mayo  Clinic  is  contracted 
with  the  federal  prison  system  and  prisoners  are  routinely  sent  there  for 
treatment.  Dr.  Keller  from  the  Mayo  Clinic  has  agreed  to  perform  Leonard's 
surgery. 

Leonard  had  to  file  a law  suit  pro-se  because  the  statute  of  limitations 
by  which  to  file  was  nearly  up.  He  sighted  cruel  and  unusual  punishment 
as  a means  for  relief.  The  prison  quickly  dismissed  it  on  the  grounds  that 
medical  neglect  or  malpractice  does  not  constitute  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment  (October  14th).  Obviously  the  prison  was  and  is  deliberately 
indifferent  to  Leonard's  medical  needs  and  this  decision  needs  to  be 
appealed  before  the  statute  of  limitations  is  up.  We  need  help  ASAP! 

Dim  Leonard,  one  of  Leonard's  part-time  lawyers,  has  a lot  of  necessary 
research  prepared  for  the  case  and  is  willing  to  meet  with  lawyers 
interested  in  taking  the  case.  He  cannot  take  it  himself  because  he 
normally  defends  doctors  against  medical  malpractice  suits.  Please  contact 
the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  for  more  information.  We  can  email, 
fax,  or  mail  you  copies  of  the  original  brief  and  the  dismissal.  Leonard's 
condition  could  prove  to  be  fatal  if  an  infection  in  his  gums  or  teeth 
should  occur. 

"RE : six  Nations  Going  Ahead  with  Elections"  

Date:  Mon,  09  Nov  1998  20:22:04  -0500 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns(3cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : SIX  NATIONS  IROQUOIS  GOING  AHEAD  WITH  ELECTIONS  UNDER  ILLEGAL  CODE 

UUCP  email 

MNN.  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory.  8 Nov.  98.  Are  we  at  the  beginning 
of  a new  era?  We  have  a chance  now  that  the  Iroquois  have  been  waiting 
over  70  year  for.  But  is  the  former  Indian  Act  band  council  going  to 
miss  this  chance?  Six  Nations  is  going  ahead  with  elections  on  November 
14th  under  the  so-called  "custom  election"  code  which  is  illegal.  It 
was  challenged  by  Brian  Maracle  and  his  sister  Marilyn  because  they  had 
not  been  consulted.  The  band  council  withdrew  the  case  on  the  steps  of 
the  Federal  Court  of  Canada.  After  that  the  band  council  asked  to  be 
put  back  under  the  illegal  Indian  Act  election  section  74.  These  moves 
by  the  band  council  do  not  have  community  support.  Indian  Affairs 
Canada  have  the  issue  "under  review".  Or  has  Indian  Affairs  may  have 
made  an  opening  for  the  Confederacy  Council  to  step  back  in?  Since  the 
Confederacy  Council  never  stopped  operating  perhaps  the  federal 
government  is  ready  to  recognize  that  this  is  the  legal  government  of 
Six  Nations. 

Firstly,  what  kind  of  council  will  the  Six  Nations  have  if  it  is  elected 
under  an  illegal  code?  The  council  would  be  illegal.  Any  business  they 
conduct  will  be  questionable.  Councilors  could  be  personally  liable. 
Canadian  and  international  law  and  the  Six  Nations  people  cannot 
recognize  such  a council.  The  one  thing  that  Canadian  elections  have  in 
common  with  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  is  that  you  need  the  support  of  the 
majority  of  the  people.  In  the  meantime,  Indian  Affairs  has  the  right 
to  appoint  an  administrator  to  run  the  territory. 

Wellington  Staats  as  band  councilor  probably  would  not  want  to  go  down 
in  history  as  the  person  who  refused  to  let  Indian  Affairs  allow  Six 
Nations  to  withdraw  from  an  illegally  imposed  election  system  that  was 
put  in  by  police  force  in  1924.  At  this  time  Canada  and  the  former  band 
councilors  should  recognize  the  power  of  the  Confederacy  to  represent 
the  people.  Surely  Canada  does  not  want  to  repeat  the  mistakes  of  the 
past  by  trying  to  retake  governance  by  asking  for  another  Order  in 


Council  and  then  imposing  a foreign  code  on  the  people  again.  Canadian 
and  international  law  does  not  allow  such  an  imposition  in  this  day  and 
age. 

So  Indian  Affairs  is  stalling  because  they're  cornered.  They  can't  move 
unless  they  get  the  informed  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  electors, 
not  only  of  those  who  show  up  to  vote. 

Therefore,  the  time  has  come  for  the  Confederacy  to  step  back  in.  Why 
should  Brian  and  Marilyn  Maracle  be  taking  out  an  injunction  to  stop  the 
election  on  November  14th  alone?  The  more  support  they  get  the  easier 
it  will  be  for  Indian  Affairs  to  do  the  right  thing.  The  Six  Nations 
people  need  to  get  their  voice  back.  Instead  of  whispering  behind  the 
band  council's  back,  the  people  can  do  what's  right  to  defend  the 
Iroquois'  rightful  place  in  history.  The  Iroquois  taught  Europeans 
about  confederations  and  about  people  exercising  their  power.  The 
Confederacy  has  been  patient,  which  is  the  way  it  was  done  in  the  old 
days.  They  talked  a lot,  reached  a consensus  and  came  to  sensible 
decisions . 

Wellington  Staats  and  the  others  on  the  former  band  council  had  the 
right  idea  to  go  back  to  custom.  It  backfired  because  they  forgot  what 
the  real  custom  was.  But  they  should  not  try  to  go  backwards  by 
bringing  back  the  Indian  Act  council.  They  should  have  the  courage  to 
move  forward.  Maybe  they  just  did  not  know  enough  history.  Now  is  the 
time  for  them  to  be  the  heroes  who  bring  the  Iroquois  Nation  back  to 
their  rightful  place.  They  should  speak  to  the  Confederacy  Council  to 
see  how  they  can  step  aside  and  hand  over  the  reigns  of  power  to  them. 

If  the  band  council  knew  their  history,  they  would  be  proud  of  the 
Iroquois  form  of  government  and  democratic  governance  by  the  people. 

This  is  not  a question  of  band  council  versus  Confederacy  Council.  The 
Confederacy  involves  everybody  to  form  consensus.  All  have  a duty  to 
support  and  take  part  in  deciding  what  is  best  for  the  people.  Everyone 
must  discuss  intelligently  how  they  can  reconfirm  the  strength  of  the 
Six  Nations  traditions.  The  Confederacy  kept  its  council  fire  going  all 
these  years  to  see  the  people  safely  through  many  transitions.  Many  of 
these  ways  were  copied  by  the  settlers  although  they  did  not  understand 
it  completely.  Remember,  a copy  is  never  as  good  as  the  original. 

An  honourable  way  would  be  for  the  band  council  and  Confederacy  Council 
to  have  a public  ceremony  where  the  colonial  government  would  resign  and 
the  true  traditional  government  would  be  reaffirmed.  The  Queen  should  be 
invited  because  she  represents  the  other  party  to  the  ancient  agreements 
and  because  they  are  allies  of  the  Six  Nations;  and  the  Prime  Minister 
because  he  represents  the  people  of  Canada  who  have  developed  a 
relationship  with  the  Six  Nations.  Indian  Affairs  could  come  as 
ambassadors  from  Canada  rather  than  as  superintendents  or  agents. 

Comments  would  be  appreciated. 
mohawkns@cyberglobe . com 
MNN  Mohawk  Nation  News 
Box  991,  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory 
(Quebec,  Canada)  30L  1B0 
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Delaware  members  to  vote 
By  Natasha  Washington 
Bartlesville  Examiner-Enterprise 
11/5/98 


Members  of  the  Delaware  Tribe  of  Indians  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
attend,  vote  and  become  an  active  participant  of  the  annual  General 
Council  meeting  to  be  held  at  10  a.m.  Saturday,  Nov.  7 at  the 
Tri-County  Technology  Center. 

Tribal  members  will  vote  for  Chief,  three  Tribal  Council  members,  two 
Tribal  Judges,  the  amended  constitution  and  the  approval/disapproval 
of  the  1999  annual  trust  fund  budget.  Polls  are  open  from  9 a.m.  to  5 
p.m. 

Chief  Curtis  Zunigha  will  present  the  State  of  the  Tribe  address  and 
the  State  of  Trust  will  be  given  by  Chet  Brooks. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Examiner-Enterprise  Monday,  Chief  Zunigha 
emphasizes  why  the  meeting  is  important  to  the  tribe's  vision  for  the 
future. 

"The  meeting  itself  will  be  like  a town  meeting  where  we  will  call  it 
to  order,  make  reports  and  answer  questions,"  he  said.  "The  message  I 
want  to  get  out  is  that  I want  to  encourage  all  registered  Delaware 
tribal  members  to  attend  the  general  council  meeting  and  to  vote  for 
Chief,  council  and  constitution,  lust  as  (Tuesday's)  elections  are 
important,  so  are  the  tribal  elections." 

At  the  general  meeting  there  will  be  some  discussion  concerning  the 
purchase  of  the  80-acre  tract  of  land  located  at  the  northwest  corner 
of  Madison  Boulevard  and  Tuxedo  Boulevard  and  the  leasing  of  42,087 
square  feet  of  the  National  Institute  for  Petroleum  and  Energy 
Research  (NIPER)  facility  (Buildings  3 & 5 and  the  two  shops  attached 
to  it)  to  the  Delaware  Tribe  of  Indians. 

Zunigha  said  the  first  project  the  tribe  will  begin  on  the  80-acre 
tract  will  be  the  child  care  center. 

"We  have  a federal  grant  to  administer  a child  care  program  for  people 
that  meet  income  guidelines,  but  by  law  we  are  allowed  to  prioritize 
services,"  he  said.  "We  obviously  are  getting  the  money  as  a tribal 
government  and  we  intend  to  serve  our  tribal  members  and  other  Indian 
and  nonlndian  people  that  meet  income  guidelines." 

Zunigha  said  other  federal  grants  and  tribal  monies  will  be  used  to 
develop  a cultural  center  and  museum  which  will  be  Phase  Two  adjoining 
the  property.  Some  long  range  plans  include  housing  on  the  north  end 
and  an  assisted  living  center  for  the  elderly. 

In  matters  concerning  the  NIPER  facility,  the  next  step  for  the 
Delaware  Tribe  will  be  to  accept  lease  a portion  of  that  campus, 

Zunigha  said. 

"We  are  seeking  to  acquire  full  title  of  that  deed  to  the  property 
within  the  period  of  that  lease,"  he  said.  "It  will  be  our  intention 
to  move  our  administrative  headquarters  for  all  of  the  functions  of 
the  Delaware  Tribal  government  to  that  building.  And  most  likely  make 
the  additional  space  available  for  commercial  occupancy." 

Candidates  Derry  Douglas,  Dee  Ketchum  and  Zunigha  will  be  on  the 
ballot  for  Chief. 

Douglas,  a Chelsea  native,  is  a retired  computer  programmer  who  served 
four  years  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  and  attended  Tulsa  Junior 
college  and  the  Oklahoma  School  of  Accounting.  He  has  served  the 
Delaware  Tribe  for  many  years  as  a tribal  councilor,  trust  board 
member  and  has  served  on  many  committees. 

He  was  a member  of  the  Indian  Advisory  Board  in  Claremore  and  uses  the 
Indian  Health  service. 

Ketchum,  a Bartlesville  native,  has  worked  in  the  fields  of  education, 
insurance,  petroleum  supply  and  construction.  He  is  presently  serving 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Tribal  Council  and  on  committees  for  cultural 
preservation,  reinvestment,  personnel,  economic  development  and  child 
care.  He  has  also  served  as  chairman  and  co-chairman  for  six  year  for 
Indian  Summer  and  was  a member  of  the  Bartlesville  Centennial 
Committee. 

Ketchum  has  a bachelor's  degree  in  Education/Language  Arts  and  a 
master's  degree  in  psychology  and  counseling  from  the  University  of 
Kansas . 

Zunigha  is  the  incumbent  in  the  race  for  Chief.  He  has  served  as  Chief 
of  the  Delaware  Tribe  since  1994.  He  also  serves  as  chairman  of  the 


Board  of  the  Delaware  Tribe,  Inc.,  the  nonprofit  branch  of  tribal 
government.  He  has  previously  served  as  tribal  councilman,  business 
manager,  cultural  educator  and  ambassador  to  Sweden. 

He  has  also  served  in  additional  capacities  at  the  state  and  national 
level.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  American  Legion  Post  198. 

Candidates  for  the  Tribal  Council  are  Chet  Brooks,  Douglas  Buck, 
Raymond  Cline,  Russell  Ellis,  Sally  Farley,  leff  Hawkins,  Paula 
Pechonick  and  John  Sumpter. 

Chief  Zunigha  said  tribal  members  will  also  vote  on  amendments  to 
tribe's  constitution. 

"We  have  constitutional  amendments  to  reform  and  improve  our  tribal 
constitution,"  Zunigha  said.  "This  tribal  council  has  unanimously 
endorsed  the  changes  to  the  constitution.  It  is  up  to  the  people  to 
ultimately  approve  that  during  this  election.  We  did  this  work  as 
necessary  to  present  a constitution  that's  really  going  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  tribal  government  as  we  go  into  the  next  century." 
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Cherokees  to  get  funds  monthly 

Tulsa  World 

11/6/98 

TAHLEQUAH  (AP)  --  The  U.S.  government  will  dole  out  funds  to  the 
Cherokee  Nation  month-by-  month  until  the  tribe  restores  its  financial 
credibility,  a funding  agreement  shows. 

The  tribe,  which  typically  receives  an  annual  lump  sum,  also  must 
provide  monthly  reports  of  expenditures,  according  to  the  1999 
Self-Governance  Agreement. 

"While  it's  embarrassing  and  uncomfortable  for  us  to  have  lost 
credibility  by  having  weaknesses  pointed  out  everywhere,  we've  got  a 
plan  in  hand,"  said  Charles  Head,  the  tribe's  executive  director  of 
finance  and  administration,  on  Thursday. 

Tribal  officials  say  they  have  been  working  for  more  than  a year  to 
fix  a faulty  accounting  system,  which  they  blame  for  problems  cited  in 
federal  audits. 

In  October,  auditors  for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  reported  that 
the  tribe  improperly  charged  the  federal  agency  $88,000  for  legal 
services  and  submitted  an  inaccurate  financial  report. 

The  audit  also  found  that  the  tribe  transferred  $16.1  million  in 
federal  funds  to  its  own  depleted  operating  fund  without  proof  the 
transfers  were  reimbursements. 

Chief  3oe  Byrd  and  Assistant  U.S.  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs  Kevin 
Gover  signed  the  negotiated  agreement  last  month. 

"This  is  tantamount  to  having  to  put  your  teen-ager  on  a monthly 
allowance  after  you  have  found  that  they  are  unable  to  handle  an 
annual  allowance  without  your  supervision  and  control,"  Tulsa  lawyer 
Chuck  Shipley  said.  He  represents  some  tribal  members  in  lawsuits 
against  the  Cherokee  Nation  Housing  Authority. 

The  restricted  payments  will  continue  until  the  tribe  submits  audited 
financial  statements  for  fiscal  year  1997  that  show  the  source  and  use 
of  federal  funds,  submits  unaudited  financial  statements  for  1998 
self-governance  funds  and  repays  or  resolves  the  questioned  $88,000, 
the  agreement  states. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  also  must  submit  a report  from  an  independent 
accounting  firm  stating  that  its  accounting  system  meets  federal 
requirements  and  produces  accurate  and  timely  financial  reports. 
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SIERRA  BLANCA  TRIUMPH  HELPS  PROPEL  HERMOSILLO  VICTORY  OVER  TOXIC  DUMPERS 

The  citizens  of  Hermosillo  in  the  Mexican  state  of  Sonora  are  enjoying 
a hard  fought  victory  over  toxic  waste  dumpers  in  their  community, 
and  they're  saying  the  recent  decision  to  cancel  the  Sierra  Blanca  nuclear 
waste  dump  in  Texas  was  a big  factor  in  their  success.  A coalition  of 
Hermosillo  organizations  had  been  fighting  for  over  a year  to  shut  down  the 
Spanish  owned  toxic  waste  dump  (known  as  CYTRAR)  located  only  7 kilometers 
from  the  city.  The  dump  violated  a federal  regulation  which  requires  a toxic 
waste  dump  to  be  at  least  25  kilometers  from  an  urban  area. 

Last  January  the  coalition  physically  blockaded  the  dump  for  37  days 
until  they  were  dislodged  by  police.  They  then  sent  up  a permanent 
presence  in  front  of  the  state  government  palace  for  several  months  until 
once  again  being  forcibly  removed.  Then  only  a few  days  after  the  Sierra 
Blanca  dump  was  defeated  on  October  22,  the  coalition  organized  a march 
which  turned  out  to  be  the  largest  protest  to  date  drawing  over  1000 
citizens.  Dr.  German  Rios  Barcelo,  one  of  the  coalition  leaders,  said  the 
Sierra  Blanca  outcome  inspired  many  people  to  join  their  movement. 

Finally  on  November  2,  federal  authorities  revoked  CYTRAR' s permit 
effective  Nov.  20  after  which  no  more  waste  will  be  allowed  into  the  site. 
The  coalition  also  plans  to  push  for  removal  of  all  the  waste  that  has 
already  been  buried.  Congratulations  to  the  brave  citizens  of  Hermosillo! 
Richard  Boren 
PO  Box  85878 
Tucson,  AZ  85754-5878 
Tucson  phone--(520)  294-0089 
El  Paso  phone--(915)  757-8005 
email -rboren(a)igc  .org 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F Street 
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fax  760/326-6268 
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Bogalusa,  Louisiana  - A group  of  Indians  in  southeast  Louisiana  has 
recently  decided  to  join  together  to  discuss,  and  address  Indian  issues. 
Co-organizer,  Ricardo  Rico  says  their  concerns  stem  mostly  from 
misinformation  that  Indian  children  attending  public  schools  are  being 
taught . 

"We  had  no  idea  we  would  be  stepping  into  this  much  controversy  within 
the  first  two  months,"  Rico  said,  "it  seems  like  its  been  one  thing  after 
another  since  we  got  started,  but  that's  just  made  us  more  determined." 


The  group  had  went  to  the  local  museum  in  Bogalusa  to  ask  the  museum 
curator,  Woody  Lively,  about  obtaining  a meeting  place  for  members.  Once 
at  the  museum,  they  found  two  different  displays  labeled  'Indian  remains' 
and  immediately  decided  to  take  on  the  issue. 

Mr.  Lively  made  repeated  demands  to  leave  the  remains  alone,  and  not 
address  the  issue.  Matriarch,  Michelle  Pounds(Cherokee)  said,  "He  told  us, 
at  first,  that  the  remains  were  donated  by  local  residents,  then  he  said 
they  came  from  Louisiana  State  University,  then  he  said,he  didn't  have 
record  of  any  donations." 

Becoming  frustrated  with  Lively,  MWIS  decided  to  take  the  issue  to  the 
city  council.  The  night  before  the  city  council  meeting.  Lively  told 
members  that  he  had  been  in  contact  with  officials  of  the  Mississippi  Band 
of  Choctaw  in  Philadelphia,  Miss,  and  they  had  told  him  they  would  take 
the  remains. 

But  according  to  Keith  Pounds,  MWIS  member,  "this  is  simply  not  true,  I 
talked  with  Philadelphia,  they  advised  that  we  contact  Bill  Day,  of  the 
Tunica-Biloxi . He's  been  contacted  and  is  aware  of  the  situation. 

On  Oct.  6,  1998,  the  group  addressed  the  city  council,  demanded  the 
remains  be  removed  pursuant  to  NAGPRA,  and  asked  that  the  members  be  kept 
informed  of  their  disposition,  due  to  the  controversy  sparked  by  the  museum 
curator. 

But,  the  night  after  the  council,  meeting  two  members  of  MWIS  found  Mr. 
Lively,  the  Mayor-elect,  and  the  Chief  of  Police  at  the  museum  putting  the 
remains  in  a police  car. 

At  the  next  city  council  meeting  MWIS  members  addressed  the  council  again 
to  demand  information  regarding  the  remains.  They  complained  that  the 
council  members  had  vowed  to  keep  them  informed  of  their  disposition,  but 
did  not.  The  Mayor-elect  Mack  McGehee,  replied  that  the  remains  were 
removed  to  provide  for  their  safe-keeping,  and  would  be  held  in  the 
evidence  room  of  the  Bogalua  Police  Department.  "They  are  safe  in  there," 
he  said  "and  will  stay  there  until  the  proper  authorities  are  called  in." 

At  one  point  in  the  meeting,  McGehee  replied  to  the  Matriarch,  "Are  you 
satisfied?"  At  which  point  she  snapped,  "We  didn't  come  here  to  get 
satisfied,  we  came  here  to  get  these  remains  repatriated . " 

Before  the  meeting  adjourned,  McGehee  directed  the  City  Attorney  to  meet 
with  MWIS  members  to  straighten  out  the  matter,  and  allow  them  to  offer 
their  assistance.  Members  say  that  was  just  a show  put  on  for  the 
television  cameras  form  the  NBC  affiliate,  WDSU,  in  New  Orleans,  who 
showed  up  to  cover  the  issue.  The  City  Attorney  left  out  the  back  door  of 
the  building,  without  meeting  with  MWIS. 

The  Matriarch,  who  is  also  a paralegal  at  a local  law  firm,  says  there  may 
still  be  some  legal  issues  regarding  the  remains,  even  after  they  are 
reburied.  Apparently,  along  with  the  three  conflicting  stories  given  by 
the  curator,  the  City  Attorney  sent  a letter  to  the  Mayor  stating  that  some 
of  the  remains  were  donated  by  local  citizens  and  found  in  "1971... in 
Woodville,  Mississippi,"  others  "several  people  have  suggested...  came 
primarily  from  South  America,"  the  remaining  items ... "donated  by  Mr. 

Williams  were  displayed  as  having  been  discovered  in... Angie, 

Louisiana ... (but)he(Mr .Williams)  said  they  were  discovered  somewhere  in 
Alabama . " 

Mrs.  Pounds  added  that  in  one  statement  made  in  the  local  newspaper,  the 
curator(Woody  Lively)  was  quoted  as  saying,  "Let  it  be  known  that  this 
matter,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  authorities...  and  will  be  taken 
before  representatives  of  the  16  tribes  known  as  the  Indian  Nation  later 
this  month." 

"That,"  said  Mrs.  Pounds,  "shows  that  he  has  no  idea  what  he  is  talking 
about.  Not  just  confusion  over  the  facts  of  where  they  came  from,  but  it 
sounds  like  he's  trying  to  convince  the  city  officials  that  there's  only  16 
Indian  tribes . " 

A "truth  About  Thanksgiving"  article  was  printed  by  two  local  newspapers 
that  was  supplied  by  MWIS.  According  to  MWIS  members  there  has  been  an 
attitude  of  displeasure  toward  members  because  of  the  remains  issue  and  the 
Thanksgiving  story. 

Keith  Pounds  (MWIS  member)  said  that  a local  Elementary  School  Principal 
called  him  and  was  sarcastic  in  her  request  for  documentation  regarding  the 


story,  adding  that  she  had  said,  "I  want  a list  of  books,  not  something  off 
the  Internet."  Pounds  obliged  by  taking  her  information  supplied  by  the 
Fourth  World  Documentation  Project,  the  American  Indian  Movement,  and  a list 
of  books  authored  by  Vine  Deloria,  Dr. 

Pounds  requested  that  the  Principal  furnish  him  with  Thanksgiving  lessons 
plans  for  all  grades  taught  at  the  school,  and  documentation  to  support 
what  they  were  teaching.  "No,  I don't  think  so!"  was  the  Principal's 
reply. 

Ricardo  Rico  says  that  email  from  all  over  the  country  has  come  in  to  MWIS 
in  support. 


- "RE:  Head  Start  Program"  

Date:  Wed,  4 Nov  1998  00:37:05  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Let  the  brainwashing  begin:  "Head  Start"  comes  to  Canada 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
HEAD  START  TO  HELP  YOUNG  ABORIGINALS 
Victoria  Times  Colonist,  October  19,  1998  Page  A5  (CP) 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Ottawa  - a multi-million  dollar  program  to  help  lift  aboriginal  children 
out  of  poverty  on  reserves  is  scheduled  to  be  announced  today  by  the 
federal  government.  The  program,  called  Aboriginal  Head  Start,  was  promised 
by  Liberals  in  the  1997  federal  recommendation  in  the  massive  report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples. 

The  cost  of  the  initiative,  designed  to  give  young  children  a healthy 
start  in  life,  was  pegged  in  the  Liberal  red  book  of  election  promises 
at  $25  million  a year  when  fully  implemented.  The  program  will  expand  on  an 
existing  program  for  aboriginal  children  who  live  in  urban  areas  that  costs 
about  $22.5  million  a year.  The  off-reserve  program  began  in  1994.  It  was 
created  to  fight  an  aboriginal  poverty  rate  of  over  50  per  cent. 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
Letters  to  Times-Colonist  - mailto:jknox@victoriatimescolonist.com 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Winona  Laduke  in  Chattanooga"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Nov  1998  09:57:22  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Winona  Laduke!  speaking  in  Chattanooga! 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

-=  ANNOUNCEMENT  ! =-  pass  it  on! 

>From:  tom  kunesh  <tpkunesh@chattanooga . net> 

The  Organization  of  Native  Americans  at  TVA  (ONA-TVA)  invites  the  Native 
American  and  larger  community  to  ONA's  Native  American  Celebration  Tuesday, 
November  17,  1998,  in  Chattanooga  at  the  TVA  main  building,  MRBN201, 
Auditorium  at  11:30  EST.  We  hope  to  see  you  ALL  there!  It  will  be 
simulcast  in  Knoxville  TN  and  Muscle  Shoals  AL. 

The  featured  speaker  will  be  WINONA  LADUKE  of  the  White  Earth 
Land  Recovery  Project  and  Indigenous  Women's  Network! 

Laduke  is  a long  time  environmentalist  and  indigenous  rights  activist. 


representative  in  a number  of  United  Nations,  as  well  as  congressional 
forums,  program  director  of  the  Seventh  Generation  Fund's  environmental 
program,  native  american  grant-making  and  advocacy  organization;  and 
was  US  Vice  Presidential  candidate  with  Ralph  Nader  in  1996. 

Everyone's  invited!! 

the  "Save  Little  Cedar  Mountain"  movement  couldn't 
have  invited  a better  speaker  ourselves!! 

[The  MoDo  Wire  / mother_jones] 

Celebrating  Hellraisers:  Winona  LaDuke 
by  Day  Walljasper 

In  1982,  after  graduating  from  Harvard  with  a degree  in  native  economic 
development,  Winona  LaDuke  packed  her  bags  and  moved  to  White  Earth, 
the  ancestral  lands  of  the  Anishinabeg  (Ojibwe)  people,  located  in  a 
poor  rural  county  of  northern  Minnesota.  "The  thing  about  being  an 
Indian  person,"  explains  LaDuke,  who  grew  up  on  the  West  Coast  with  her 
Anishinabekwe  father  and  Dewish  mother,  "is  that  you  feel  most  at  home 
with  your  own  people." 

LaDuke  took  a job  as  principal  of  the  local  reservation  high  school,  but 
quickly  found  herself  involved  with  a lawsuit  to  recover  lands  promised 
to  the  Anishinabeg  people  by  an  1867  federal  treaty.  When  the  case  was 
dismissed  four  years  later,  she  founded  the  White  Earth  Land  Recovery 
Project  to  continue  efforts  to  regain  lost  lands.  Over  90  percent  of  the 
original  837,000  acres  are  in  the  hands  of  non-Indians.  Using  grants  and  a 
$20,000  human  rights  prize  from  Reebok,  the  group  so  far  has  bought  back 
1,000  acres  and  hopes  to  acquire  30,000  more  in  the  next  15  years. 

Still,  LaDuke,  36,  has  encountered  local  resistance.  When  people  from 
the  Land  Recovery  Project  recently  blockaded  a lumber  truck  used  in 
clear-cutting,  the  tribal  council  let  the  driver  use  reservation  roads  to 
get  out. 

Although  the  tribal  chairman  and  two  other  tribal  officials  are  now 
facing  44  separate  federal  indictments  for  election  fraud,  mail  fraud, 
embezzlement,  and  bribery,  LaDuke  doesn't  ignore  them.  "I  need  to  deal 
with  them  because  it  affects  other  people  where  I live."  It's  the  same 
with  the  power  structure  in  any  community,  she  says.  "You've  got  to  take 
them  on  and  change  them.  You've  also  got  to  build  an  alternative  to 
show  people." 

What  keeps  her  going,  in  part,  is  the  intergenerational  nature  of  Native 
American  organizing.  "We  tell  our  stories  to  the  children.  It's  incumbent 
on  us  to  offer  oral  history  because  no  one  else  will,"  says  LaDuke,  the 
mother  of  two.  "We  make  sure  the  kids  are  part  of  everything.  In  most 
of  America,  it  seems  you  don't  matter  if  you're  not  between  25  and  50." 

Traditional  Anishinabekwe  religion  is  LaDuke 's  other  source  of  power 
and  sustenance.  "Spirituality  is  the  foundation  of  all  my  political  work. 
In  many  of  the  progressive  movements  in  this  country,  religion  carries 
a lot  of  baggage.  But  I think  that's  changing.  You  can't  dismiss  the 
significance  of  Eastern  religions,  earth-based  religions,  and  Western 
religions  on  political  work  today.  What  we  all  need  to  do  is  find  the 
wellspring  that  keeps  us  going,  that  gives  us  the  strength  and  patience 
to  keep  up  this  struggle  for  a long  time." 

Winona  Laduke  is  of  the  Ahnishinabe  tribe  of  Native  American  Indians. 

She  shared  in  a Seeds  of  Change  interview:  "I  live  on  the  White  Earth 
reservation.  I work  mostly  on  the  land.  In  our  language,  most  nouns  are 
animate,  whether  it  is  the  word  for  corn,  for  wild  rice,  min-o-min,  or 
stone.  Having  spirit  and  standing  on  its  own,  I'm  very  careful  when  I 
harvest  it  because  I must  reckon  with  that  spirit.  In  our  culture,  it  is 
because  you  are  respectful  when  you  harvest  is  how  you  ensure  that  you 
are  able  to  continue  harvesting.  It  is  not  because  you're  smart  or 
clever,  it's  because  you're  respectful  and  you  are  worthy  of  receiving. 

In  our  culture,  before  rice,  I offer  ah-say-mah,  tobacco,  to  that  plant 
or  that  rice.  Min-o-min  was  given  to  us  by  our  Creator." 

Winona  Laduke  of  the  Indigenous  Women's  Network  in  the  United  States 
made  a passionate  plea  for  us  all  to  honour  Natural  Laws,  which  exist 
beyond  man-made  laws.  She  added  that  women  are  the  manifestations 
of  the  Mother  Earth  in  Human  form  and  that  Mother  Earth  produces  all 


that  sustain  life.  Let  us  remember  as  we  abuse  the  Earth,  are  abusing 
all  its  peoples. 

"RE : Bison  Banned  from  Carson  National  Forest"  

Date:  Fri,  6 Nov  1998  15:12:25  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 

Sub j : FRONTLINE  ONLINE  37  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Fri,  6 Nov  1998  11:31:38  -0700  (MST) 

From:  john  horning  <jhorning(3fguardians.org> 

Subject:  FRONTLINE  ONLINE  37 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

FOREST  GUARDIANS 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

FRONTLINE  NEWS 
Friday,  November  6 
http: //www. f guardians . org 
<<<< NO.  37 >>>> 

====>  FOREST  SERVICE  TO  BAN  BISON  HERD  FROM  CARSON  NATIONAL  FOREST 
Ranchers  pressure  agency  into  removing  Turner  Bison  herd  from  Valle  Vidal 
====>PROPOSAL  TO  LEGISLATE  EXTINCTION  WITHDRAWN  BY  GAME  AND  FISH 
Director  Maracchini  will  not  ask  the  legislature  to  axe  the  Conservation 
Services  Division 

====>  CONGRESS  EXEMPTS  GRAZING  PERMITS  FROM  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 
Congress  Gives  Bureau  of  Land  Management  Permittees  Free  Ride  on  Permit 
Renewals 

<><><><><>< >MORE  BE LOW< ><><><><><> 

FOREST  SERVICE  TO  REMOVE  BISON  HERD  FROM  CARSON  NATIONAL  FOREST 
Ranchers  pressure  agency  into  removing  herd  from  Valle  Vidal  Unit 

A small  herd  of  bison  will  be  permanently  removed  from  the  Carson 
National  Forest  and  forced  to  be  kept  on  private  lands.  The  decision  comes 
as  a result  of  a Forest  Service  investigation  into  the  ownership  of  the 
bison,  initiated  this  Spring  at  the  request  of  local  ranchers.  The  herd, 
which  has  migrated  between  the  privately  owned  Vermejo  Park  Ranch  and 
national  forest  for  at  least  the  last  two  decades  is  one  of  only  a 
handful  of  herds  in  the  Southwest  allowed  to  roam  relatively  freely  on 
public  lands. 

Until  this  September  the  Forest  Service  allowed  the  approximately  40  bison 
to  graze  seasonally  on  national  forest  land  believing  that  the  public  owned 
half  of  the  bison  as  a result  of  a 1982  donation  from  the  Pennzoil 
Corporation,  which  had  also  donated  the  200,000  acre  ranch  at  the  time. 
Although  a February  23,  1982  memo  clearly  indicates  that  the  Forest  Service 
agreed  to  accept  a donation  of  20  bison,  apparently  the  transfer  was  never 
formally  completed. 

Forest  Guardians  is  investigating  the  matter  to  ensure  that  one  of  the 
last  free  roaming  bison  herds  in  the  Southwest  is  protected.  In  the 
meantime,  the  Forest  service  has  told  the  Vermejo  Ranch  to  build  the  fence 
necessary  to  contain  the  bison  by  the  summer  of  1999.  Vermejo  Park  Ranch, 
which  was  also  once  owned  by  Pennzoil,  was  recently  acquired  by  Ted  Turner. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

PROPOSAL  TO  LEGISLATE  EXTINCTION  WITHDRAWN  BY  GAME  AND  FISH 

Director  Maracchini  will  not  ask  the  legislature  to  axe  the  Conservation 

Services  Division 

A proposal  by  NM  Department  of  Game  and  Fish  Director  Derry  Maracchini  to 
eliminate  funding  for  the  Conservation  Services  Division  was  killed  by  the 
Game  Commission  itself.  Maracchini  had  submitted  his  proposal  to  the 
Governor  without  the  Game  Commission's  approval,  prior  to  the  most  recent 
meeting.  The  commissioners  then  voted  unanimously  to  rescind  the  Director's 
action  and  withdraw  the  proposal.  There  had  been  very  little  support  for 
and  vocal  citizen  opposition  to  the  proposal  that  would  have  eliminated 
critical  funding  for  the  conservation  activities  of  the  Department  of  Game 
and  Fish.  In  further  news  from  the  Game  Commission  meeting,  an  amendment  to 
the  NM  Wildlife  Conservation  Act  was  also  approved  extending  protection  to 


threatened  species  under  state  law. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

CONGRESS  EXEMPTS  GRAZING  PERMITS  FROM  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Congress  Gives  Bureau  of  Land  Management  Permittees  Free  Ride  on  Permit 

Renewals 

The  BLM  must  reissue  approximately  4,500  expiring  grazing  permits  in  1999 
without  conducting  baseline  environmental  reviews  to  gage  the  effect  of 
livestock  grazing  on  water  quality  and  fish  and  wildlife  habitat.  The 
exemption  under  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  means  the  public  will 
not  have  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  decision  making  on  these  public 
lands  until  at  least  2009  when  the  10  year  grazing  permits  expire  again. 
Instead  the  only  recourse  for  interested  citizens  will  be  to  file  suit  in 
federal  court  under  federal  environmental  laws  such  as  the  Clean  Water  Act, 
Endangered  Species  Act  and  the  Federal  Lands  Policy  and  Management  Act.  In 
New  Mexico  and  Arizona  almost  800  permits  covering  more  than  3 million 
acres  will  be  reissued  under  the  congressional  exemption. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

John  Florning 

Watershed  Protection  Program 

Forest  Guardians 

1413  Second  Street 

Santa  Fe,  NM  87505 

505  988-9126 

505  989-8623  fax 

www.fguardians.org 

— "RE:  C0PS4  FCCC  Indigenous  Declaration"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Nov  1998  11:43:32  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Tom  Goldtooth  <ien@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : C0PS4  FCCC  INDIGENOUS  DECLARATION 

UUCP  email 

Global  climate  change  and  warming  issue.  Indigenous  voice. 

CALL  FOR  ACTION  * CALL  FOR  ACTION  * CALL  FOR  ACTION 
Please  post  and  disseminate. 

The  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  Turtle  Island  of  North  America  recently 
completed  a four  day  gathering,  "Circles  of  Wisdom,"  Native  Peoples/Native 
Homelands  Climate  Change  Workshop  held  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  within 
what  is  known  as  the  United  States.  The  Indigenous  Peoples  of  North 
America  sent  over  180  delegates  to  share  ideas  on  the  impact  of  climate 
change  and  climate  variability  on  Indigenous  Peoples  and  all  life  on 
Mother  Earth.  The  Indigenous  Peoples  worked  together  to  offer  solutions 
to  reduce  global  warming  and  contribute  to  the  restoration  of  sustainable 
economies  on  Native  homelands  for  our  future  generations. 

This  gathering  was  a historic  gathering  that  enabled  a meeting  between 
the  Indigenous  elders,  governmental,  environmental,  educators  and  many 
other  community  leaders  and  United  States  scientists  involved  in  identifying 
the  impacts  of  climate  change.  Both  advice  and  action  were  offered  from 
spiritual  and  scientific  perspectives  to  restore  balance  to  Mother  Earth. 

The  gathering  provided  a teaching  and  reminder  to  the  scientists  working 
on  climate  change  issues  that  these  things  were  foreseen  and  global 
warming  is  being  caused  by  unsustainable  technologies  and  developments 
throughout  the  world. 

We  have  been  delegated  as  an  ad  hoc  group  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples  in 
attendance  at  this  gathering  to  prepare  and  send  the  following  ALBUQUERQUE 
DECLARATION  to  appropriate  contacts  in  attendance  at  the  Conference  of  the 
Parties  Four  (COPs-4)  at  the  United  Nations  Framework  Convention  on 
Climate  Change  (FCCC)  being  held  in  Buenos  Aries,  Argentina,  November 
2-13,  1998.  We  are  requesting  the  FCCC  allow  a voice  for  Indigenous 
Peoples  be  added  to  the  global  discussions  on  the  impacts  of  climate 
imbalance  to  all  life  on  the  sacred  Mother  Earth. 

On  behalf  of  the  delegates  at  this  Albuquerque  gathering  (partial  list 
of  delegates  attached),  we  are  sending  this  ALBUQUERQUE  DECLARATION 


throughout  the  world  for  global  dissemination.  The  words  within  the 
PREAMBLE  and  other  parts  of  this  declaration  is  a CALL  FOR  ACTION  that  the 
people  of  the  world  must  open  their  eyes  to  the  dangerous  situation  ALL 
humans  are  in  - if  we  continue  this  path  of  unsustainable  developments  - 
we  may  not  have  a future  for  our  children. 

Oren  Lyons,  Faithkeeper,  Chief,  Onondaga  Nation 

Tom  "Mato  Awanyankapi"  Goldtooth,  National  Spokesperson,  Indigenous 
Environmental  Network  (IEN) 

Patrick  Spears,  President,  and  Bob  Gough,  Secretary,  Intertribal  Council 
on  Utility  Policy  (ICOUP) 

Jackie  Warledo,  Field  Representative,  International  Indian  Treaty  Council 
THE  ALBUQUERQUE  DECLARATION 

FROM  THE  "CIRCLES  OF  WISDOM"  NATIVE  PEOPLES  / 

NATIVE  HOMELANDS  CLIMATE  CHANGE  WORKSHOP-SUMMIT,  NOVEMBER  1,  1998, 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 

TO  BE  PRESENTED  TO  THE  CONFERENCES  OF  THE  PARTIES  FOUR  (COP-4)  OF  THE 
UNITED  NATIONS  FRAMEWORK  CONVENTION  ON  CLIMATE  CHANGE  (FCCC),  BUENOS, 
AIRES,  ARGENTINA,  NOVEMBER  2-13,  1998 

PREAMBLE 

As  Indigenous  Peoples,  we  begin  each  day  with  a prayer,  bringing  our  minds 
together  in  thanks  for  every  part  of  the  natural  world.  We  are  grateful 
that  each  part  of  our  natural  world  continues  to  fulfill  the 
responsibilities  that  have  been  set  for  it  by  our  Creator,  in  an 
unbreakable  relationship  to  each  other.  As  the  roles  and  responsibilities 
are  fulfilled,  we  are  allowed  to  live  our  lives  in  peace.  We  are  grateful 
for  the  natural  order  put  in  place  and  regulated  by  natural  laws. 

Most  of  our  ceremonies  are  about  giving  thanks,  at  the  right  time  and  in 
the  right  way.  They  are  what  was  given  to  us,  what  makes  us  who  we  are. 
They  enable  us  to  speak  about  life  itself.  Maintaining  our  ceremonies  is 
an  important  part  of  our  life.  There  is  nothing  more  important  than 
preserving  life,  celebrating  life,  and  that  is  what  the  ceremonies  do.  Our 
instruction  tells  us  that  we  are  to  maintain  our  ceremonies,  however  few 
of  us  there  are,  so  that  we  can  fulfil  the  spiritual  responsibilities 
given  to  us  by  the  Creator. 

The  balance  of  men  and  women  is  the  leading  principle  of  our  wisdom.  This 
balance  is  the  creative  principle  of  Father  Sky  and  Mother  Earth  that 
fosters  life.  In  our  traditions,  it  is  women  who  carry  the  seeds,  both  of 
our  own  future  generations  and  of  the  plant  life.  It  is  women  who  plant 
and  tend  the  gardens,  and  women  who  bear  and  raise  the  children.  The  women 
remind  us  of  our  connection  to  the  earth,  for  it  is  from  the  earth  that 
life  comes. 

We  draw  no  line  between  what  is  political  and  what  is  spiritual.  Our 
leaders  are  also  our  spiritual  leaders.  In  making  any  law,  our  leaders 
must  consider  three  things:  the  effect  of  their  decisions  on  peace;  the 
effect  on  the  natural  order  and  law;  and  the  effect  on  future  generations. 
The  natural  order  and  laws  are  self-evident  and  do  not  need  scientific 
proof.  We  believe  that  all  lawmakers  should  be  required  to  think  this  way, 
that  all  constitutions  should  contain  these  principles. 

Our  prophecies  and  teachings  tell  us  that  life  on  earth  is  in  danger  of 
coming  to  an  end.  We  have  accepted  the  responsibility  designated  by  our 
prophecies  to  tell  the  world  that  we  must  live  in  peace  and  harmony  and 
ensure  balance  with  the  rest  of  Creation.  The  destruction  of  the  rest  of 
Creation  must  not  be  allowed  to  continue,  for  if  it  does.  Mother  Earth 
will  react  in  such  a way  that  almost  all  people  will  suffer  the  end  of 
life  as  we  know  it. 

A growing  body  of  western  scientific  evidence  now  suggests  what  Indigenous 
Peoples  have  expressed  for  a long  time:  life  as  we  know  it  is  in  danger. 

We  can  no  longer  afford  to  ignore  the  consequences  of  this  evidence.  We 
must  learn  to  live  with  this  shadow,  and  always  strive  towards  the  light 


that  will  restore  the  natural  order.  How  western  science  and  technology 
is  being  used  needs  to  be  examined  in  order  for  Mother  Earth  to  sustain 
life. 

Our  Peoples  and  lands  are  a scattering  of  islands  within  a sea  of  our 
neighbors,  the  richest  material  nations  in  the  world.  The  world  is 
beginning  to  recognize  that  today's  market  driven  economies  are  not 
sustainable  and  place  in  jeopardy  the  existence  of  future  generations.  It 
is  upsetting  the  natural  order  and  laws  created  for  all  our  benefit.  The 
continued  extraction  and  destruction  of  natural  resources  is 
unsustainable. 

There  is  a direct  relationship  between  the  denial  of  Indigenous  Peoples 
land  and  water  rights,  along  with  the  appropriation  without  consent  of 
Indigenous  Peoples'  natural  resources,  and  the  causes  of  global  climate 
change  today.  Examples  include  deforestation,  contamination  of  land  and 
water  by  pesticides  and  industrial  waste,  toxic  and  radioactive  poisoning, 
military  and  mining  impacts. 

The  four  elements  of  fire,  water,  earth  and  air  sustain  all  life.  These 
elements  of  life  are  being  destroyed  and  misused  by  the  modern  world. 

Fire  gives  life  and  understanding,  but  is  being  disrespected  by  technology 
of  the  industrialized  world  that  allows  it  to  take  life  such  as  the  fire 
in  the  coal-fired  powered  plants,  the  toxic  waste  incinerators,  the 
fossil-fuel  combustion  engine  and  other  polluting  technologies  that  add  to 
greenhouse  gases.  Coal  extraction  from  sacred  earth  is  being  used  to  fuel 
the  greenhouse  gases  that  are  causing  global  climate  warming. 

Because  of  our  relationship  with  our  lands,  waters  and  natural 
surroundings  which  has  sustained  us  since  time  immemorial,  we  carry  the 
knowledge  and  ideas  that  the  world  needs  today.  We  know  how  to  live  with 
this  land:  we  have  done  so  for  thousands  of  years.  We  are  a powerful 
spiritual  people.  It  is  this  spiritual  connection  to  Mother  Earth,  Father 
Sky,  and  all  Creation  that  is  lacking  in  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Our  extended  family  includes  our  Mother  Earth,  Father  Sky,  and  our  brothers 
and  sisters,  the  animal  and  plant  life.  We  must  speak  for  the  plants,  for 
the  animals,  for  the  rest  of  Creation.  It  is  our  responsibility,  given  to  us 
by  our  Creator,  to  speak  on  their  behalf  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

For  the  future  of  all  the  children,  for  the  future  of  Mother  Earth  and 
Father  Sky,  we  call  upon  the  leaders  of  the  world,  at  all  levels  of 
governments,  to  accept  responsibility  for  the  welfare  of  future  generations. 
Their  decisions  must  reflect  their  consciousness  of  this  responsibility  and 
they  must  act  on  it.  We  demand  a place  at  the  table  in  discussions  that 
involve  and  effect  our  future  and  the  natural  order  and  natural  laws  that 
govern  us. 

THEREFORE 

We,  the  participants  in  the  "Circles  of  Wisdom"  Native  Peoples  / Native 
Homelands  Climate  Change  Workshop,  held  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  traditional  territory  of  the  Pueblo  Peoples,  express 
profound  concern  for  the  well  being  of  our  sacred  Mother  Earth  and  Father 
Sky  and  the  potential  consequences  of  climate  imbalance  for  our  Indigenous 
Peoples  and  the  significance  of  these  consequences  for  our  communities,  our 
environment,  our  economies,  our  culture  and  our  relationships  to  the  natural 
order  and  laws. 

Indigenous  prophecy  now  meets  scientific  prediction.  What  we  have  known  and 
believed,  you  also  now  know:  The  Earth  is  out  of  balance.  The  plants  are 
disappearing,  the  animals  are  dying,  and  the  very  weather  --rain,  wind,  fire 
itself  --  reacts  against  the  actions  of  the  human  being.  For  the  future  of 
the  children,  for  the  health  of  our  Mother  Earth,  Father  Sky,  and  rest  of 
Creation,  we  call  upon  the  people  of  the  world  to  hold  your  leaders 


accountable . 


We  submit  this  declaration  to  the  Fourth  Conference  of  the  Parties  (COP-4) 
to  the  United  Nations  Framework  Convention  on  Climate  Change  (FCCC)  being 
held  in  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  November  2-13,  1998.  We  wish  to  add  our 
voices  to  ongoing  global  discussions  regarding  the  impact  of  climate 
imbalance  on  forests,  oceans,  plants,  animals,  fish,  humans  and  biodiversity. 

PRINCIPLES 

The  following  principles  are  self-evident  and  guide  our  beliefs  and  actions. 

Mother  Earth,  Father  Sky,  and  all  of  Creation,  from  microorganisms  to 
human,  plant,  trees,  fish,  bird,  and  animal  relatives  are  part  of  the 
natural  order  and  regulated  by  natural  laws.  Each  has  a unique  role  and  is 
a critical  part  of  the  whole  that  is  Creation.  Each  is  sacred,  respected, 
and  a unique  living  being  with  its  own  right  to  survive,  and  each  plays  an 
essential  role  in  the  survival  and  health  of  the  natural  world. 

As  sovereign  Peoples  and  Nations,  we  have  an  inherent  right  to 
self-determination,  protected  through  inherent  rights  and  upheld  through 
treaties  and  other  binding  agreements.  As  Indigenous  Peoples,  our  consent 
and  approval  are  necessary  in  all  negotiations  and  activities  that  have 
direct  and  indirect  impact  on  our  lands,  ecosystems,  waters,  other  natural 
resources  and  our  human  bodies. 

Human  beings  are  part  of  the  natural  order.  Our  role  and  responsibility, 
as  human  beings,  is  to  live  peacefully  and  in  a harmonious  balance  with  all 
life.  Our  cultures  are  based  on  this  harmony,  peace  and  ecological  balance 
which  ensures  long  term  sustainability  for  future  generations.  This  concept 
of  sustainability  must  be  the  basis  of  the  decisions  and  negotiations 
underway  on  national  and  international  levels. 

The  Creator  has  entrusted  us  a sacred  responsibility  to  protect  and  care 
for  the  land  and  all  of  life,  as  well  as  to  safeguard  its  well  being  for 
future  generations  to  come. 

Indigenous  Peoples  have  the  right  and  responsibility  to  control  access 
to  our  traditional  knowledge,  innovations  and  practices,  which  constitute 
the  basis  for  the  maintenance  of  our  lifestyles  and  future  [The  Draft 
Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples]; 

CONCLUSIONS 

Indigenous  Peoples  of  North  America  were  invited  by  neither  the  United 
States  nor  Canada  to  participate  in  the  negotiations  of  the  United  Nations 
Convention  on  Climate  Change. 

In  Dune  1997,  more  than  2,000  U.S.  scientists,  from  over  150  countries, 
including  Nobel  Laureates,  signed  the  Scientists  Statement  on  Global 
Climate  Disruption  which  reads,  in  part,  the  "accumulation  of  greenhouses 
gases  commits  the  sacred  earth  irreversibly  to  further  global  climate 
change  and  consequent  ecological,  economic,  social  and  spiritual 
disruption"  (Intergovernmental  Panel  on  Climate  Change,  December  1995). 
Climate  imbalance  will  cause  the  greatest  suffering  to  the  Indigenous 
peoples  and  most  pristine  ecosystems  globally. 

The  migration  of  Persistent  Organic  Pollutants  (POPs)  through  the  air  and 
water  pathways  continues  from  warmer  southern  climates  to  the  colder 
climates  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  Arctic  climates  of  North  America  and  the 
Arctic  Circle.  Increased  temperatures  and  persistent  organic  pollutants 
(POPs)  disproportionately  impact  indigenous  Peoples,  through  their  food 
web  systems,  causing  health  and  ecosystem  impacts. 


Within  the  next  20  years,  temperatures  over  land  areas  of  North  America, 


Europe  and  Northern  Asia  will  increase  as  much  as  5 to  15  degrees 
Fahrenheit  over  today's  normal  temperatures,  well  in  excess  of  the  global 
average  (IPCC  Report  1998).  This  increase  in  temperature  will  cause  the 
sea  level  to  rise  (5-25  feet  over  the  next  500  years),  drying  out  North 
America's  soil  moisture  (20  - 50%),  and  result  in  major  increases  in  the 
summer  heat  index  (10  - 25  degrees  F). 

The  burning  of  oil,  gas,  and  coal  ("fossil  fuels")  is  the  primary  source 
of  human-induced  climate  change.  The  increasing  demand  and  use  of  fossil 
fuels  continues  to  have  adverse  impacts  on  natural  forests.  Natural 
forests  are  critical  parts  of  the  ecosystems  that  maintain  global  climate 
stability.  The  continued  large-scale  taking  of  fossil  fuels  results  in 
numerous  impacts  on  these  vital  areas  through  deforestation  and  pollution 
from  drilling  operations  and  ultimately  forest  degradation  from  the  global 
climate  imbalance.  The  mining  and  drilling  for  coal,  oil,  and  gas,  as  well 
as  other  mineral  extractions,  results  in  substantial  local  environmental 
consequences,  including  severe  degradation  of  air,  forests,  rivers,  oceans 
and  farmlands.  Cultural  impacts,  forced  removal,  land  appropriation, 
destruction  of  sacred  and  historical  significant  areas,  breakdown  of 
Indigenous  social  systems,  and  violence  against  women  and  children  are  too 
often  the  outcomes  of  fossil  fuel  development  on  Indigenous  Peoples. 

Fossil  fuel  extraction  areas  are  home  to  some  of  Mother  Earth's  last  and 
most  vulnerable  Indigenous  populations,  resulting  in  accelerated  losses  of 
biodiversity,  traditional  knowledge,  and  ultimately  in  ethnocide  and 
genocide . 

ACTIONS 

We  request  that  the  potential  consequences  of  climate  imbalance  for 
Indigenous  Peoples  and  our  environments,  economies,  culture,  place  and 
role  in  the  natural  order  be  addressed  by: 

1.  Establishing  and  funding  an  Inter-sessional  Open-ended  Working  Group 
for  Indigenous  Peoples  within  the  Conference  of  the  Parties  (COPs)  of  the 
UN  Framework  Convention  on  Climate  Change  (FCCC); 

2.  Provisions  for  case  studies  be  established  within  the  framework  of  FCCC 
that  would  allow  for  assessing  how  climate  changes  effect  different 
regions  of  Indigenous  Peoples  and  local  communities;  assessing  climate 
changes  on  flora  and  fauna,  freshwater  and  oceans,  forestry,  traditional 
agricultural  practices,  medicinal  plants  and  other  biodiversity  that 
impact  subsistence  and  land-based  cultures  of  Indigenous  Peoples;  and 
other  case  studies  that  would  provide  a clearer  understanding  of  all 
effects  and  impacts  of  climate  change  and  warming  upon  Indigenous  Peoples 
and  local  communities; 

3.  Indigenous  Peoples  have  the  right,  responsibility  and  expertise  to 
participate  as  equal  partners  at  every  level  of  decision-making  including 
needs  assessments,  case  studies,  within  national  and  international 
policy-making  activities  concerning  climate  change  impacts,  causes  and 
solutions; 

4.  Within  the  FCCC,  establish  protocols  that  would  actively  promote 
international  energy  efficient  and  sustainable  forms  of  development, 
including  the  widespread  use  of  appropriately  scaled  solar  energy  and 
renewable  energy  technologies  as  well  as  sustainable  agricultural  and 
forestry  practice  models; 

5.  Mandating  a moratorium  on  new  exploration  and  projects  for  extraction 
for  fossil  fuel  reserves  in  pristine  areas.  Exploration  and  development  in 
the  traditional  territories  of  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  world  must  be 
done  with  the  full  consent  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  respecting  their  right 
to  decline  a project  that  may  adversely  impact  them; 


6.  Imposing  a legally  binding  obligation  to  restore  all  areas  already 


affected  by  oil,  gas,  and  coal  exploration  and  exploitation  by  the 
corporations  or  public  entities  that  are  responsible.  This  restoration 
must  be  done  such  that  Indigenous  Peoples  can  continue  traditional  uses  of 
their  lands. 

This  is  a partial  list  of  additional  Indigenous  and  non-Indigenous  groups 
signing  in  support  of  the  Declaration.  The  following  Indigenous  Peoples  and 
Nations  attended  this  Albuquerque  Workshop-Summit  and  fully  endorse  this 
declaration : 

Haudenosaunee  Environmental  Task  Force  - Mohawk,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Cayuga, 
Seneca  and  Tuscarora  Native  Coalition  for  Cultural  Restoration  of  Mount 
Shasta  and  Medicine  Lake  Highlands  Defense  Columbia  River  Alliance  for 
Economic  and  Environmental  Education  International  Movement  Against  All 
Forms  of  Discrimination  and  Racism  International  Indian  Treaty  Council 
Intertribal  Council  on  Utility  Policy  Native  American  Council  of  New  York 
City  Seventh  Generation  Fund  Roundtable  of  Institutions  of  People  of  Color 
Sapa  Dawn  Center  Dine'  Citizens  Against  Ruining  the  Environment  (CARE) 
Anishinabe  Niijii  North  American  Indigenous  Peoples  Biodiversity  Project 
Gwiichin  Steering  Committee  Alaska  Council  of  Indigenous  Environmental 
Network  Eastern  Cherokee  Defense  League  Great  Lakes  Regional  Indigenous 
Environmental  Network  White  Clay  Society  of  Gros  Ventre  Oklahoma  Regional 
Indigenous  Environmental  Network  Shundahai  Network  American  Indian  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  New  Mexico  American  Indian  Law  Alliance 

Traditional  and  Spiritual  Leaders:  Oren  Lyons,  Onondaga  Kendall  Rice, 
Potawatomi  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Lakota  Marvin  Stevens,  Kickapoo  Tom 
Stillday  Hr.,  Red  Lake  Ojibway  lohnny  lackson,  Yakama  Cascade  Band  Corbin 
Harney,  Western  Shoshone  lake  Swamp,  Mohawk  Albert  Yazzie,  Navajo  Richard 
Dalton  Sr,  Tlingit 

Individuals:  Tonya  Goubella  Frichuer,  Onondaga  Chuck  Crowe,  Eastern  Band 
of  Cherokee  Kent  Lebsock,  Lakota  Fidel  Moreno,  Yaqui/Huichol  Carlon  Ami, 
Hopi/Tewa  Mary  Defender-Wilson,  Dakota/Hidatsa  lan  Stevens,  Sac  & Fox  Walt 
Bresette,  Red  Cliff  Ojibwe  Earl  Tulley,  Dine'  Floyd  Buckskin,  Pitt  River 
Andrew  Becenti,  Dine'  Barbara  Bernacik,  Laguna  Pueblo  M.C.  Balwin,  Dine' 
loseph  Campbell,  Dakota  Elena  Bautista  Sparrow,  Yujpik  loseph  Chasing 
Horse,  Lakota  Charlotte  Caldwell,  Menominee  Tami  Soreson,  Ojibwe  Marylou 
Stillday,  Ojibwe  Sarah  lames,  Neestaii  Gwichin  Athapascan  Tom  Goldtooth, 
Dine' /Dakota  Michael  Sturdevant,  Menominee  lose  Barrero,  Taino  lames  Main, 
Sr,  Gros  Ventre  Roy  Taylor,  Pawnee/Choctow  Barbara  McCloud,  Puyallup 
Valerie  Taliman,  Dine'  lanet  McCloud,  Tulalip  Wilbur  Slockish  Ir,  Yakama 
Klickitat  Band  Dana  Mitchell,  Penobscot  lames  Ransom,  Haudenosaunee  Robert 
Shimek,  Ojibwe  limbo  Simmons,  Choctow  Patrick  Spears,  Lakota  Carlos 
Pelayo,  Yoreme  Dean  Suagee,  Oklahoma  Band  of  Cherokee  Angel  Valencia, 

Yaqui  Mose  Walkingstick,  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Geraldine  Warledo, 
Cheyenne/Arapaho  lackie  Warledo,  Seminole 

This  is  a partial  list. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network  - National  Office 
P.0.  Box  485 

Bemidji,  Minnesota  56619-0485  USA 

Phone:  (218)  751-4967 

Fax:  (218)  751-0561 

e-mail:  ien@igc.apc.org 

Web  Site:  http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 

"An  alliance  of  Indigenous  Peoples  protecting  the  sacredness  of  Mother 
Earth  and  building  sustainable  communities." 

- — "RE:  National  Day  of  Mourning  Orientation"  

Date:  Sun,  8 Nov  1998  17:39:30  -0500  (EST) 

From:  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  <uainel9@idt . net> 

Sub j : National  Day  of  Mourning  Orientation 


UUCP  email 


This  e-mailing  contains  three  documents:  an  orientation  for  National  Day 
of  Mourning  '98,  a volunteer  sign-up  form,  and  our  press  release  of  10/19 
including  some  highlights  of  the  settlement  we  reached  with  Plymouth. 

[Document  1:] 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England 

P.0.  Box  697501  - Quincy,  MA  02269  - Telephone  781-331-3690 
e-mail:  uainel9@idt.net 

Visit  our  website  at  http://idt.net/~uainel9 

Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers:  November  4,  1998 

Here  is  an  orientation  for  National  Day  of  Mourning  '98.  We  realize  this 
is  pretty  long,  but  we  are  trying  to  answer  at  least  most  of  the  questions 
we  have  been  asked  about  it  in  recent  months.  Things  are  happening  very 
quickly,  so  please  be  patient  with  us  if  we  overlook  something  or  cannot 
return  your  call  or  e-mail  right  away.  We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  in 
Plymouth  on  what  we  believe  will  be  an  historic  day. 

WHAT  IS  NATIONAL  DAY  OF  MOURNING?  An  annual  tradition  since  1970,  Day  of 
Mourning  is  a solemn,  spiritual  and  highly  political  day.  Many  of  us  fast 
from  sun-down  the  day  before  through  the  afternoon  of  that  day  (and  often 
have  a social  after  Day  of  Mourning  so  that  participants  in  NDOM  can  break 
their  fasts).  We  are  mourning  our  ancestors  and  the  genocide  of  our  peoples 
and  the  theft  of  our  lands. 

NDOM  is  a day  when  we  mourn,  but  we  also  feel  our  strength  in  gathering 
together  and  in  political  action.  For  example,  we  have  often  marched  in 
Plymouth  to  point  out  the  true  history  of  the  European  invasion  of  our 
lands.  Every  year  since  1976,  we  have  demanded  freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier 
and  other  political  prisoners  and  called  upon  participants  to  take  action  to 
make  this  happen . . 

WHEN  AND  WHERE  IS  DAY  OF  MOURNING?  Thursday,  November  26,  1998  (U.S. 
"thanksgiving"  day).  Cole's  Hill,  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  12  noon  SHARP. 
(Cole's  Hill  is  the  hill  above  Plymouth  Rock  in  the  Plymouth  downtown 
waterfront  area . ) 

WILL  THERE  BE  A MARCH?  There  will  be  a march  this  year  through  the 
waterfront  district  of  Plymouth.  Plymouth  has  agreed,  as  part  of  the 
settlement  of  10/19/98,  that  UAINE  may  march  on  Day  of  Mourning  without  the 
need  for  a permit  as  long  as  we  give  the  town  advance  notice. 

DRUMS:  Native  drummers  and  singers  are  welcomed. 

PROGRAM:  Although  we  welcome  our  non-Native  supporters  to  stand  with  us,  it 
is  a day  when  Native  people  only  speak  about  our  history  and  what  is  going 
on  with  us  now,  such  as  the  continued  imprisonment  of  Leonard  Peltier,  the 
attacks  of  the  Mexican  government  on  the  people  of  Chiapas,  and  other 
Indigenous  struggles  that  are  taking  place  throughout  the  Americas.  This 
year,  because  of  the  number  of  people  expected  to  attend,  speakers  will  be 
by  invitation  only. 

We  need  to  know  in  advance  what  Native  organizations  will  be  in  attendance 
at  NDOM.  Because  of  time  constraints,  not  everyone  who  wants  to  do  so  will 
be  able  to  speak,  but  we  want  to  acknowledge  and  welcome  everyone, 
especially  guests  from  out  of  town. 

VENDORS/LITERATURE:  NDOM  is  not  a pow-wow  nor  a day  to  make  money  or 
entertain  the  tourists.  We  do  not  allow  anyone  to  buy  or  sell  merchandise 
at  Cole's  Hill  under  any  circumstances.  There  are  364  other  days  in  the 
year  when  people  can  do  so.  If  you  have  literature  that  is  free,  we  will 
provide  a place  for  you  to  put  it.  If  you  try  to  sell  literature  or  other 
merchandise  on  Cole's  Hill,  our  Peacekeepers  will  ask  you  to  stop.  Native 
elders  involved  with  UAINE  and  Day  of  Mourning  since  1970  have  been  very 
clear  on  this  point.  The  only  exception  is  that  we  usually  have  a blanket 
dance  to  raise  funds  for  the  Peltier  Defense  Committee  and  UAINE. 

POT-LUCK  SOCIAL:  We  hope  to  have  a pot-luck  social  following  NDOM.  Because 
seating  may  be  limited,  it  is  possible  that  people  may  need  to  eat  in 
shifts.  We  ask  that  you  respect  our  custom  that  elders,  women  and  young 


children  eat  first.  People  who  do  not  respect  our  customs  will  be  asked  to 
leave.  Please  bring  something  with  you  to  eat  or  drink  (no  alcohol),  but 
please  do  NOT  bring  anything  that  needs  to  be  cooked.  We  do  not  know  yet 
whether  we  will  have  a hall  with  kitchen  facilities,  so  we  may  only  be  able 
to  reheat  cooked  items. 

WEATHER:  It  is  often  cold  and  very  windy.  We  cannot  predict  whether  there 
will  be  rain  or  snow.  Please  dress  for  the  weather.  Dress  in  layers,  and 
remember  that  you  will  be  standing  outside  on  cold  ground  for  at  least  a 
couple  of  hours. 

This  year,  the  First  Parish  Church  has  kindly  offered  to  open  its  social 
hall  so  that  there  is  a place  nearby  where  elders,  children  and  others  who 
need  to  do  so  can  get  in  out  of  the  cold  and  have  some  hot  chocolate  or 
coffee.  The  organization  Food  Not  Bombs  has  offered  to  assist  us  with  this. 
VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers  are  needed  for  many  tasks.  We  have  asked  the  Boston 
chapter  of  the  National  Peoples  Campaign  to  coordinate  volunteers  and 
housing.  Please  contact  them  at  (617)  522-6626  or  npcboston@yahoo.com. 
HOUSING  AND  CAMPING:  Volunteers  are  currently  working  up  a list  of 
available  motels  and  camping  sites  as  well  as  housing  in  supporters'  homes 
and  floor  space  at  area  churches.  We  have  asked  the  Boston  chapter  of  the 
National  Peoples  Campaign  to  coordinate  housing.  Please  contact  them  at 
(617)  522-6626  or  npcboston@yahoo.com.  Although  they  will  do  their  best  to 
try  and  match  folks  up  with  housing,  they  cannot  guarantee  housing. 
TRANSPORTATION:  Limited  bus  seats  will  be  available  from  the  following 
cities.  Please  let  us  know  if  you  know  of  other  buses  or  car  caravans. 

Boston:  Buses.  Contact  the  NPC  at  (617)  522-6626. 

New  York:  Buses.  Contact  the  NPC  at  (212)  633-6646. 

Philadelphia:  Contact  the  NPC  at  (215)  724-1618. 

Baltimore:  Contact  the  NPC  at  (410)  235-7040. 

FUNDING:  UAINE  is  in  serious  need  of  monetary  donations  for  Day  of  Mourning 
this  year,  so  that  we  may  purchase  paper  products  and  other  items  for  the 
social,  for  subsidized  seats  on  buses,  for  printing  and  mailing,  tables  and 
chairs,  sound  and  stage,  you  name  it!  Please  give  whatever  you  can  afford 
to  help  with  this  historic  event.  We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  a grant 
from  the  Haymarket  People's  Fund  will  help  us  to  defray  some  of  these  costs. 
CAN'T  GET  TO  DAY  OF  MOURNING?  Some  people  who  live  too  far  away  to  travel 
are  having  a Day  of  Mourning  right  where  they  live.  For  example,  we  just 
heard  from  the  AIM  Central  Indiana  Support  Group,  who  wrote,  "I  am  writing 
to  find  out  what  can  we  do  to  help.  We  will  not  be  able  to  join  you  at  the 
rally,  but  we  are  going  to  try  to  hold  a small  rally  in  our  hometown.  I was 
just  wondering  what  else  can  we  do  to  help  bring  this  issue  to  light  in 
Indiana.  Also  on  this  day  we  will  be  praying  that  all  goes  well  there  and 
we  will  be  there  in  spirit."  This  is  great,  and  we  encourage  more  people  to 
take  steps  locally  to  increase  awareness  about  the  past  and  continuing 
mistreatment  of  Native  peoples. 

To  get  more  information,  to  find  out  how  you  can  help,  and  to  find  out  about 
other  events  being  organized  by  United  American  Indians  of  New  England, 
please  contact  us! 

Name 

Address: 


Phone: E-mail: 

Organization : 

Members/representatives  from  my  organization  will  attend  Day  of  Mourning 

this  year. 

I'm  enclosing  a donation  of  $ to  help  UAINE  with  National  Day  of 

Mourning. 


[Document  2:] 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England 


National  Day  of  Mourning  '98 
Volunteer  Sign  Up  Sheet 

Please  note:  Due  to  the  expected  large  turn-out  for  the  29th  National  Day 
of  Mourning,  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  has  asked  the  National 
Peoples  Campaign  to  coordinate  volunteers  in  order  to  ensure  that  NDOM  '98 
goes  smoothly. 

Name 

Address 

Phone E-mail 

Organization 

I am  interested  in  working  on  the  following: 

POT  LUCK  SOCIAL: 

1.  Kitchen  (set-up  and  operation) 

2.  Food 

3.  Clean-up 

HOUSING: 

Note:  All  housing  should  be  located  within  an  hour's  drive  or  so  from 
Plymouth . 

I have  space  in  my  home  for persons. 

sleeping  bag  spaces 

beds 

Please  indicate  what  nights  you  could  make  the  space  available: 

Wednesday,  November  26th 

Thursday,  November  27th 

I am  unable  to  provide  housing  but  would  be  willing  to  make  calls  to 

1.  Local  hotels  and  motels 

2.  Churches  about  making  available  halls  for  sleeping,  etc. 

3.  Friends,  neighbors,  groups,  etc.  about  the  availability  of  space 
in  private  homes. 

I need  housing  for persons. 

(Please  indicate  which  nights) 

Wednesday,  November  26th 

Thursday,  November  27th 

OUTREACH: 

1.  Leafletting  (campuses,  pow-wows,  etc.) 

2.  Internet 

3.  Calling  or  faxing  organizations  with  information  regarding 
Day  of  Mourning. 

TRANSPORTATION 

1.  I can  provide  transportation  for  people  from 

2.  I need  transportation  for people  from 

Please  return  this  form  to:  NPC,  31  Germania  Street,  Boston,  MA  02130  or 
call  (617)  522-6626.  or  e-mail  to  npcboston  (Syahoo.com 

[Document  3:] 

ALL  CHARGES  DROPPED  AGAINST  PLYMOUTH  25! 

HISTORIC  SETTLEMENT  REACHED  WITH  PLYMOUTH! 

October  19,  1998  Statement  of  United  American  Indians  of  New  England 

We  need  not  recount  what  happened  on  November  27,  1997,  when  25  peaceful 
protesters  were  arrested  in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  The  events  are 
well-documented,  not  only  in  pictures  and  words,  but  in  the  memories  of 
those  who  experienced  what  took  place  on  the  streets  of  Plymouth.  Since 
then,  UAINE  has  received  thousands  of  letters  of  support  and  petitions. 
People  and  organizations  from  across  the  country  and  from  throughout  the 
world  sent  letters,  e-mails,  and  faxes  to  federal,  state,  and  local 
officials  demanding  that  the  charges  against  the  Plymouth  25  be  dropped. 
Many  of  these  people  honored  our  call  for  an  economic  boycott  of  Plymouth. 


Supporters  stood  with  us  in  court  every  time  we  were  required  to  make  an 
appearance  and  made  sure  that  information  about  our  case  was  distributed 
internationally.  To  each  and  every  one  of  you  who  refused  to  look  the  other 
way  when  confronted  by  injustice,  we  say  "thank  you,"  and  we  honor  you. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  the  frame-up  criminal  charges  against 
those  arrested  on  November  27,  1997  have  been  dropped  as  of  today,  October 
19,  1998.  Further,  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  has  reached  a 
settlement  with  the  Town  of  Plymouth.  Plymouth  has  acknowledged  our  right 
to  walk  on  our  own  land  without  a permit  on  National  Day  of  Mourning. 
Plymouth  has  agreed  to  make  the  truth  part  of  its  celebration  of  the  pilgrim 
myth  of  thanksgiving.  Under  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  we  will  have  a 
number  of  important  opportunities  to  address  the  lies  and  inaccuracies  about 
"thanksgiving"  and  the  history  of  Indigenous  peoples  that  have  been 
disseminated  not  only  in  Plymouth  but  throughout  the  country.  We  are 
confident  that  this  agreement  represents  a tremendous  victory  for  the 
struggle  of  Native  people  to  have  our  voices  heard  and  respected. 

This  victory  did  not  happen  because  of  the  courts  or  the  politicians  or 
any  individuals.  This  agreement  and  the  dropping  of  the  charges  have  come 
about  as  a result  of  the  peoples'  struggle,  as  a result  of  the  work  of 
hundreds  of  our  supporters  from  around  the  world.  It  comes  as  a result  of 
the  tremendous  sacrifices  that  have  been  made  by  many,  and  in  particular 
the  Plymouth  25  defendants  themselves. 

We  want  to  thank  all  of  our  sisters  and  brothers  from  the  Four  Directions 
who  were  arrested  with  us  last  year,  and  who  have  stayed  strong  despite  a 
lot  of  pressures.  We  want  to  thank  our  elders  for  their  wisdom  and 
encouragement.  We  also  want  to  thank  our  lawyers,  who  have  done  a great  and 
often  thankless  job.  They  are:  Michael  Altman,  Danny  Beck,  Dave  Nathanson, 
John  Reinstein,  and  Barry  Wilson.  All  who  took  part  have  written  a new 
chapter  in  the  struggle. 

We  note  that  the  United  States  government  made  --  and  then  broke  --  more 
than  350  treaties  with  Native  nations.  We  sincerely  hope  that  Plymouth  will 
not  follow  that  example,  and  that  it  will  honor  its  commitments  in  this 
agreement.  For  our  part.  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  will  follow 
the  example  of  our  ancestors.  We  will  honor  our  commitments. 

Our  organization  was  born  out  of  struggle,  and  we  will  continue  to  demand 
justice  for  all  Native  people  and  freedom  for  our  brother,  political 
prisoner  Leonard  Peltier. 

We  very  much  look  forward  to  the  29th  National  Day  of  Mourning  this  year, 
which  will  be  held  in  Plymouth  at  12  noon  on  "thanksgiving"  day,  November 
26,  1998.  We  expect  that  many  hundreds  of  people  will  be  coming  to  National 
Day  of  Mourning  from  all  over  the  country.  As  has  been  the  case  every  year 
since  1970,  Indigenous  peoples  from  throughout  the  Americas  and  our 
supporters  will  gather  to  show  our  strength  and  unity,  to  speak  the  truth 
about  our  history  as  well  as  what  is  going  on  in  many  parts  of  Indian 
Country  today. 

We  are  not  vanishing.  We  are  not  conquered.  We  are  STRONGER  than  ever. 

HIGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  SETTLEMENT  WITH  PLYMOUTH 

All  charges  against  the  Plymouth  25  defendants  are  dropped. 

The  right  of  the  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  to  demonstrate  on 
Cole's  Hill  and  to  march  in  Plymouth  on  National  Day  of  Mourning  is 
recognized  in  perpetuity  without  the  requirement  of  a permit. 

Plymouth  pays  $100,000  to  the  Metacom  Education  Fund  for  education  on  the 
true  history  of  Native  people,  pays  $20,000  to  the  ACLU  for  legal  fees,  and 
sets  aside  $15,000  for  two  plaques.  One  plaque  will  be  on  Cole's  Hill 
commemorating  the  National  Day  of  Mourning,  and  one  will  be  at  the  Plymouth 
Post  Office  Square  telling  the  history  of  Metacom,  also  known  as  King 
Philip,  whose  head  was  posted  on  a pike  in  that  square  for  25  years  after  he 
was  killed  by  the  English.  No  payments  will  be  made  to  UAINE  or  to  any 
individuals  as  part  of  the  settlement. 

Proposed  Text  of  Plaque  to  be  placed  on  Cole's  Hill 

"Since  1970,  Native  Americans  have  gathered  at  noon  on  Cole's  Hill  in 
Plymouth  to  commemorate  a National  Day  of  Mourning  on  the  US  Thanksgiving 
holiday.  Many  Native  Americans  do  not  celebrate  the  arrival  of  the  Pilgrims 


and  other  European  settlers.  To  them.  Thanksgiving  Day  is  a reminder  of  the 
genocide  of  millions  of  their  people,  the  theft  of  their  lands,  and  the 
relentless  assault  on  their  culture.  Participants  in  National  Day  of 
Mourning  honor  Native  ancestors  and  the  struggles  of  Native  peoples  to 
survive  today.  It  is  a day  of  remembrance  and  spiritual  connection  as  well 
as  a protest  of  the  racism  and  oppression  which  Native  Americans  continue  to 
experience. " 


"RE : Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Nov  1998  00:39:19  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Democracy  Street:  Apec  Protestors  call  for  Public  Inquiries 

DEMOCRACY  STREET  DEMANDS  PUBLIC  INQUIRIES  NOW 

Forwarded  message: 

Date:  Thu,  29  Oct  1998  23:53:34  -0800 
From:  Garth  Mullins  <garth@tao . ca> 

Subject:  Re:  letter  of  support 

To:  Prime  Minister  Dean  Chretien  ("Canada"), 

Premier  Glen  Clark  ("British  Columbia"), 

& Premier  Mike  Flarris  ("Ontario") 

Re:  Demand  for  a Public  Inquiry  into  events  at 

Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash. 

Democracy  Street  represents  many  protesters  who  were  subjected  to  police 
violence  and  political  interference  from  the  Prime  Minister's  Office  while 
voicing  opposition  to  the  Asia  Pacific  Economic  Cooperation  Forum  in 
November,  1997.  While  the  state's  actions  during  APEC  (and  later  attempts 
to  obstruct  a fair  hearing)  represent  a serious  breach  of  the  Charter  of 
Rights  and  Freedoms  and  a denial  of  basic  democratic  principles;  we 
recognise  that  the  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash  were  far  more 
severe  and  aggressive  assaults  that,  like  the  APEC  demonstration,  demand  a 
full  and  public  inquiry. 

Pepperspray,  strip-searches,  police  dogs,  brief  detentions,  and  simple 
assaults  are  nothing  compared  to  the  intense  violence  used  by  the  police  in 
those  cases  and  the  ongoing  violation  of  basic  civil  and  political  rights 
of  Indigenous  peoples.  Gustafsen  Lake  was  the  largest 

para-military  action  in  Canadian  history  and  a heinous  abuse  of  force  as 
77,000  rounds,  including  hollow  point  bullets,  were  fired  into  a small 
group  of  traditional  Sundancers  occupying  unceded  Shuswap  territory. 

Armored  personnel  carriers  and  land  mines  were  deployed.  This  police  action 
also  violated  several  international  conventions  on  the  use  of  force, 
including  the  Geneva  Convention  of  1951,  of  which  the  Canadian  government 
is  a signatory. 

The  unanswered  police  murder  of  peaceful  native  protester,  Dudley  George 
at  Ipperwash  is  a crime  which  further  exposes  the  uneven  application  of 
justice  in  this  country. 

Additionally,  the  government's  misuse  of  power  has  been  followed  up  by  an 
intentional  campaign  to  prevent  the  public  from  learning  the  truth  about 
these  incidents  and  to  smear  those  involved.  The  PR  campaign  during  the 
siege  of  Gustafsen  Lake  was  lead  by  RCMP  Sgt.  Montague  who  was  noted  at  the 
time  to  have  said  "smear  campaigns  are  our  specialty."  Montague  was  also 
the  head  of  security  for  the  Indonesian  delegation  at  APEC.  The  continual 
denial  of  a public  inquiry  discredits  the  government  and  damages  the 
principles  of  democracy. 

We  believe  that  Indigenous  peoples  and  the  public-at-large  deserve  a fair 
inquiry  into  these  events  and  we  demand  that  the  politicians  responsible  be 
held  to  account  for  bringing  violence  upon  the  people  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and 
Ipperwash  and  denying  their  basic  civil  rights.  We  support  Indigenous 
peoples'  rights  to  self-determination  and  stand  with  them  in  their  struggle 
against  police  violence  and  political  interference. 

Finally,  we  urge  the  Prime  Minister  and  Premiers  Clark  and  Harris  to 
publicly  respond  to  these  issues  immediately  with  independent  public 
inquiries . 


Democracy  Street 


End  forwarded  message 

NO  TO  THE  CANADIAN  POLICE  STATE  IN  SERVICE  OF  APEC,  COLONIALISM  & GENOCIDE 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  Dean  Chretien 

mailto: remote -printer . Dean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 
mailto:pm@pm.gc.ca 
BC  Premier  Glen  Clark 

mailto:premier@gov.bc . ca 
Ontario  Premier  Mike  Harris 
mailto:feedback@gov.on.ca 

e-mail  page  http://www.gov.on.ca/MBS/english/premier/reply.html 
To  support  the  calls  for  inquiries  into  Gustafsen  Lake  and  into  the  murder 
of  Dudley  George  at  Stoney  Point  (aka  Ipperwash),  please  visit: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Ipperwash/arch01. html 
Or  write  S.I.S.I.S.  at  mailto:sisis@envirolink.org 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Salmon  Recovery"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Nov  1998  06:12:15  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Everyone's  a stakeholder 

Think  about  it.  Is  there  anyone  that  doesn't  need  clean  water?  --  jws 

Everyone's  a stakeholder  in  salmon-recovery  effort 

http: //www. seattletimes.com/news/editorial/html98/garc_110498.html 

by  Terry  D.  Garcia 

Special  to  The  Times 

Posted  at  04:51  a.m.  PSTj  Wednesday,  November  4,  1998 

SALMON  have  raised  the  flag  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  it.  The  status  quo  is  driving  the  salmon  runs  to  extinction. 
This  means  you  have  critical  choices  to  make.  What  you  decide  will  affect 
your  very  lives  and  livelihoods,  the  quality  of  life  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  and  the  legacy  you  leave  for  your  children  and  grandchildren. 

Nature  has  already  sounded  a warning.  From  the  early  1980s  to 
recent  years,  commercial  Chinook  landings  in  Puget  Sound  dropped 
about  60  percent.  Coho  landings  experienced  even  more  severe  drops. 

From  1985-1993,  the  annual  chinook  sports  catch  in  the  Seattle  area 
averaged  13,000  fish.  This  year  it  is  2,000  fish  - an  85  percent  drop. 

Good  science  tells  us  that  the  salmon  problem  is  a clean-water 
problem.  But  the  most  compelling  information  comes  from  the  fish 
themselves.  Their  message  is  loud,  clear  and  alarming:  Many  Washington 
State  rivers  and  streams  are  unhealthy,  unproductive  and  increasingly 
polluted . 

Without  cool,  clean  water,  fish  cannot  co-exist  with  urban 
communities.  Scientific  data  and  voter  surveys  aren't  needed  to  tell 
us  that  Washington  state's  residents  don't  want  polluted  water  flowing 
into  their  steams  either.  We  can  trust  that  the  water  is  clean  when  the 
salmon  are  healthy.  Right  now,  the  salmon  are  like  the  proverbial  canary 
in  the  coal  mine. 

I do  not  believe  that  Washington  residents  want  to  live  in  an 
environment  where  salmon  can't  survive  - and  children  can  no  longer 
swim.  Federal  and  state  figures  report  that  over  650  bodies  of  water 
in  Washington  are  polluted.  Consider  the  possible  impact  on  your  land 
values.  Think  of  the  long-term  harm  to  this  state's  overall  economic 
well-being. 

There  is  yet  another,  almost  spiritual  consideration.  Nowhere  does 
salmon  touch  as  many  souls,  or  resonate  as  passionately  in  the  spirit  of 
the  people  as  here  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  Do  you  wish  to  be  the  last 


generation  in  Washington  state  to  delight  in  the  wonder  of  these  wild 
fish? 

There  are  excellent  reasons  to  live  in  Washington.  They  are  the 
reasons  people  all  across  America  dream  of  moving  to  the  Pacific 
Northwest.  Sacrifices  sometimes  need  to  be  made,  but  I am  sure  that 
sacrificing  your  wonderful  quality  of  life  is  not  one  of  them.  Yet, 
each  day  that  passes  without  taking  positive  action  to  save  salmon  is 
a step  in  that  direction. 

If  this  bleak  vision  of  the  future  is  to  be  avoided,  the  salmon  must 
be  saved.  If  extinction  is  not  an  option,  we  must  collectively  explore 
strategies  and  approaches  that  embrace  a more  productive  vision,  one  that 
works  for  your  economy  and  your  environment.  Sustainable  salmon  runs  and 
sustainable  economies  are  one  and  the  same.  There  is  no  choosing  between 
them  in  the  struggle  to  save  your  streams  and  salmon. 

It  is  heartening  to  see  the  considerable  commitment  already  at  work 
in  Washington  state.  Gov.  Locke  has  established  a salmon  task  force  to 
coordinate  state  and  local  efforts.  Partnerships  are  being  formed  among 
tribes,  landowners,  environmental  groups,  the  business  community  and 
government  at  all  levels.  Many  local  governments  around  Puget  Sound 
are  actively  rehabilitating  habitats  and  observing  results.  The  forest 
industry  has  recognized  that  existing  rules  are  not  compatible  with 
healthy  fish  and  discussion  is  under  way  among  stakeholders. 

The  administration  is  committed  to  making  the  needed  changes  to  our 
harvest-management  strategies,  to  shift  away  from  the  large,  mixed-stock 
fisheries  of  the  past  and  toward  a "conservation  first"  principle  built 
on  the  need  to  restore  depleted  runs.  Similar  strong  resolve  is  being 
demonstrated  by  your  tribal  and  state  managers  and  I am  optimistic  that 
the  progress  we  have  seen  over  the  past  four  years  will  continue. 

Saving  salmon  has  everything  to  do  with  partnerships.  Without 
partnerships,  the  salmon  will  be  gone.  For  utilities  to  focus  on 
overfishing,  and  fishers  to  point  to  dams,  and  irrigators  and  timber 
interests  to  point  to  hydropower  and  fishing  - that  will  only  guarantee 
the  loss  of  salmon.  Activities  in  every  sector  have  caused  declines  in 
productivity  - and  activities  in  every  sector  will  require  adjustments. 
There  is  no  other  road  map  for  recovery.  With  no  less  than  the  quality 
of  life  in  Washington  and  the  legacy  for  your  children  and  grandchildren 
at  risk,  everyone  is  a stakeholder. 

The  situation  is  particularly  urgent  in  Eastern  Washington,  where 
steelhead  in  the  Upper  Columbia  are  already  listed  as  endangered.  Our 
goal  is  to  see  one  of  our  country's  most  magnificent  sports  fish  fighting 
again  and  to  do  so  while  also  protecting  the  long-term  integrity  of  the 
low-cost  energy  system.  As  we  approach  critical  decisions  next  year,  we 
look  ahead  to  substantial  engagement  from  Washington  state  at  a policy 
level.  A regional  solution  to  the  tough  Columbia  Basin  issues  as  well  as 
those  facing  Puget  Sound  must  be  found. 

The  potential  invocation  of  the  Endangered  Species  Act  will  further 
promote  long-term  sustainability.  This  Act  is  both  a powerful  tool  and 
a flexible  tool  - and  it  provides  tremendous  latitude  in  fashioning 
effective  recovery  strategies.  But  cooperative  state  and  regional 
leadership  are  essential  to  every  state's  success.  The  issue  here  is 
not  about  heading  off  a federal  listing,  but  about  returning  salmon  to 
your  rivers. 

I encourage  you  to  draw  on  the  vital  leadership  and  citizenry 
that  make  Washington  state  so  special.  Produce  initiatives  that  will 
accomplish  as  much  as  the  Endangered  Species  Act,  or  more.  I urge  you  to 
create  a plan  that  will  sustain  the  vibrancy  of  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

And  I urge  you  to  make  that  plan  yours  and  soon. 

We  will  do  everything  possible  to  help. 

Terry  D.  Garcia  is  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce's  assistant 
secretary  for  oceans  and  atmosphere  and  deputy  administrator  of 
the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration  (NOAA) . 

These  remarks  are  excerpted  from  his  address  at  a Seattle  Chamber 
of  Commerce-sponsored  leadership  conference  held  last  month  in 
Vancouver,  B.C. 

E-mail  Comments  to  Editor  : Opinion@seatimes.com 
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"RE : California  Passes  Indian  Gaming  Measure"  

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 
Date:  Wed,  4 Nov  1998  12:25:24  EST 
Sub j : California  Passes  Indian  Gaming  Measure; 
lawsuit  against  it  to  be  filed  today 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Indian  Gaming  Measure  Rolls  to  Easy  Victory 
Tobacco  tax  in  dead  heat  in  late  returns 
April  Lynch,  Chronicle  Staff  Writer 
Wednesday,  November  4,  1998 
1998  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
URL:  http://www.sfgate.com/cgi- 

bin/article. cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/1998/ll/04/MN43165 .DTL 

California's  Indian  tribes  won  the  right  to  keep  casino  gambling  on  their 
reservations,  with  voters  backing  Proposition  5,  the  Native  American 
gambling  initiative,  by  a wide  margin. 

Many  other  measures,  however,  did  not  fare  as  well.  Voters  were  almost 
evenly  split  on  a new  50-cents-a-pack  cigarette  tax,  and  measures  that 
ould  make  major  changes  to  public  schools  and  the  state's  electrical 
industry  lost  heavily. 

The  big  winner  of  the  night  was  Proposition  5,  a measure  that  broke  all 
spending  records  as  the  most  costly  in  state  history.  Both  sides  together 
spent  about  $100  million  in  the  campaign,  most  of  it  on  seemingly  nonstop 
television  advertising. 

The  measure,  backed  by  more  than  80  of  the  state's  107  Indian  tribes, 
would  essentially  legitimize  gambling  operations  that  41  tribes  already 
have  in  place.  Most  of  those  tribal  casinos  run  video  slot  machines,  and 
the  fate  of  those  moneymaking  devices  was  at  the  heart  of  the  measure. 

Federal  law  allows  tribes  to  run  casinos  as  long  as  they  only  offer  types 
of  gambling  already  legal  in  their  state.  If  the  tribes  want  to  offer  other 
types  of  gaming,  they  need  the  governor's  approval. 

California  tribes  have  been  offering  video  slots  for  years,  with  the 
machines  bringing  in  up  to  80  percent  of  the  revenue  at  many  casinos.  But 
state  officials,  saying  the  machines  violate  state  law,  want  them  shut  off, 
and  federal  judges  have  agreed. 

Proposition  5's  passage  means  that  the  slots  can  stay,  and  also  hands  the 
tribes  a major  victory  in  their  decade-long  battle  with  the  state  and 
Governor  Pete  Wilson. 

Even  with  only  a handful  of  votes  counted,  the  ''Yes  on  5''  campaign 
started  its  victory  parties  early  in  the  evening. 

"I  feel  like  I'm  on  Cloud  Nine,"  said  Priscilla  Hunter,  tribal  chairwoman 
of  the  Coyote  Valley  Band  of  Porno  Indians.  "We're  ready  to  go  forth  and  do 
the  things  we  need  to  do  now  to  make  life  better  for  our  people." 

"This  is  a tremendous  vindication  for  the  tribes,"  said  Lanny  Davis,  a 
prominent  attorney  who  represents  California  tribes  and  has  also  worked  for 
President  Clinton.  "This  is  also  a tremendous  rejection  of  the  vindictive 
politics  of  Governor  Pete  Wilson." 

But  a broad  coalition  of  opponents,  largely  financed  by  Nevada  casinos 


fearful  of  competition,  have  vowed  to  take  the  measure  to  court.  The 
"No  on  5"  forces  warned  that  the  measure  would  lead  to  an  explosion  in 
gambling  across  the  state  and  leave  casino  employees  and  people  living 
nearby  without  any  rights  or  legal  protection. 

A lawsuit  declaring  Proposition  5 unconstitutional  will  be  filed  in 
Sacramento  today,  according  to  the  "No  on  5"  campaign. 

"There  is  a feeling  of  great  sadness  that  the  tribes  pumped  more  than  $70 
million  into  something  . . . where  the  real  losers  will  be  casino  workers 
and  the  surrounding  communities,"  said  Shum  Preston,  a campaign  spokesman. 
"Clearly,  Prop.  5 is  unconstitutional.  We're  filing  (the  suit)  tomorrow.  We 
expect  to  win . " 

"RE : Nisga  Propaganda  Tour"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Nov  1998  00:38:53  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Canada  sends  Nisga 'a  propaganda  tour  to  Europe 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NISGA' A NEGOTIATION  GETS  GLOBAL  ATTENTION 
National  Post,  Oct.  30,  1998,  by  Stewart  Bell 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  Nisga 'a  treaty  in  northwest  British  Columbia  has  become  a global 
curiosity,  according  to  government  and  tribal  officials  who  say  they  are 
being  deluged  with  calls  from  foreign  diplomats,  academics, 
parliamentarians,  and  journalists.  International  interest  in  the  treaty  - 
which  grants  the  Nisga 'a  tribe  land  and  an  unprecedented  level  of  autonomy 
- has  been  so  great  that  Ottawa  is  sending  the  tribal  chief  who  negotiated 
it  on  a European  speaking  tour  next  month. 

Joseph  Gosnell,  leader  of  the  6,000-member  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council,  will 
speak  in  London,  Cambridge,  Frankfurt,  Vienna,  Bonn,  and  The  Hague  during  a 
Nov.  10-22  tour  funded  by  the  federal  government,  as  well  as  the  tribe  and 
industry.  One  federal  official  said  that  while  the  interest  is  due  in  part 
to  a "fascination"  with  the  art  and  culture  of  native  Indians,  other 
countries  also  want  to  learn  how  Canada  has  managed  to  resolve  the 
grievances  of  its  aboriginal  people  peacefully. 

"I  think  people  are  intrigued  that  we  deal  with  these  very  important 
kinds  of  issues  with  negotiations,"  said  Peter  Baird  of  the  Federal  Treaty 
Negotiation  Office  in  Vancouver.  "We  negotiate  and  we  resolve  these  things 
in  a peaceful  manner  and  a civilized  manner  and  I think  that's  a great 
positive  about  Canada's  approach."  The  Nisga'a  treaty  is  BC's  first  modern 
day  land  claim  settlement  and  the  first  in  Canada  to  include  broad 
self-government  powers,  such  as  the  right  to  run  tribal  courts.  The  tribe 
also  gets  $190-million  and  2,000  square  kilometres  of  land  in  the  Nass 
Valley  in  northwest  BC.  The  tribe  votes  on  the  treaty  Nov. 6 and  7.  If  it 
passes,  it  will  then  go  to  the  provincial  and  federal  governments  to  become 
law.  But  it  has  met  opposition  in  BC.  Gordon  Campbell,  leader  of  the 
opposition  Liberals,  has  launched  a court  action  to  force  a province  wide 
referendum  on  the  deal. 

The  world  took  notice  of  the  treaty  when  it  was  signed  in  August, 
generating  front-page  headlines  in  The  New  York  Times  as  well  as  coverage 
in  the  Japanese  Asahi  Shinbun  and  the  BBC  World  Service.  Editorials  were 
generally  favourable.  Later  Mr.  Gosnell  spoke  to  Vancouver's  consular 
corps,  and  several  invited  him  to  visit  their  countries  to  explain  the 
treaty.  Visiting  delegations  of  senior  officials  and  politicians  from 
countries  such  as  New  Zealand,  France,  and  the  US  have  also  been  to  BC  in 
recent  months  to  learn  about  the  treaty.  And  there  have  been  many  speaking 
invitations . 

"I  think  people  are  interested  in  human  rights,"  is  how  Mr.  Gosnell 
explains  the  global  interest  in  the  treaty.  He  says  he  plans  to  tell  his 
overseas  audiences  that  "Canada  is  addressing  the  issue  with  aboriginal 
groups,  albeit  very  slowly." 


THE  NISGA'A  TRICK-OR-TREATY:  MOVING  TO  A HIGHER  STAGE  OF  NEO-COLONIALISM 
"The  purpose  of  the  BC  treaty  process  is  to  legitimize  the  theft  of  our 
lands."  --  Elder  Lavina  White,  Haida  Nation 

Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs  opposes  Nisga'a  deal: 

"Treaties  and  their  certainty  provisions  are  really  about  'TAKING  - OUT' 
(extinguishing)  the  Indian  Nations.  Changing  Nations  to  mere  delegated 
village  council  or  federal  municipalities.  In  some  parts  of  the  world  it  is 
now  called  "ethnic  cleansing".  It  is  practised  to  a much  more  subtle  level 
upon  our  people  but  it  is  still  genocide."  --  Chief  Saul  Terry,  UBCIC 
President 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/C lark/ aug98nis . html 

Interior  Alliance  denounces  Nisga'a  "template": 

"From  our  point  of  view  the  Nisga'a  model  is  a gross  violation  of  the 
Nisga'a's  human  rights  as  peoples  within  the  meaning  of  international 
law...  I have  no  doubt  we  will  see  great  harm  come  from  them  on  the  sad 
journey  into  the  future  the  Nisga'a  are  now  being  told  to  embark  on  by  the 
federal  and  provincial  governments,  and  by  some  of  their  own  leaders."  -- 
Chief  Arthur  Manuel,  Chairman,  Shuswap  Nation  Tribal  Council;  Spokesperson, 
Interior  Alliance 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/ aug0398bnis . html 

Native  Youth  Movement  on  BC  Treaty  Commission: 

"The  government  is  now  making  treaties  because  it  wants  to  end  all  legal 
challenges  to  its  legitimacy  and  authority.  Its  aim  was,  and  always  has 
been,  to  destroy  us  as  sovereign  nations,  to  dismantle  our  societies,  to 
kill  our  spiritual  ways.  From  genocidal  wars  to  the  Indian  Act,  from  the 
band  council  system  to  the  residential  schools,  from  the  theft  of  Native 
children  to  the  use  of  military/police  force  against  our  peoples,  to  this  - 
the  treaty  process  - the  government  has  attempted  to  assimilate  us  into  a 
system  that  offers  nothing  to  us  but  despair,  suicide,  prostitution, 
cocaine,  poverty  and  hopelessness." 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/ jan3198bctc . html 

BC  Treaty  Process:  Trick  or  Treaty?  A legal  opinion  by  lanice  Switlo: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/switlo . html 
More  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  and  the  Nisga'a  deal: 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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"RE : Wilma  Mankiller"  

Date:  Wed,  04  Nov  1998  12:45:16  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  arachel@okstate.edu 
Sub j : Wilma  Mankiller 

Article  featured  on  the  "Second  Front  Page"  of  the  Daily  O'Collegian  of 
Oklahoma  State  University: 

(They  did  fairly  well,  the  O'Colly  is  known  for  misquotes ...  for  example, 
when  we  had  a podium  set  up  last  year  on  Columbus  day,  and  one  of  our 
officers  told  the  reporter  we  were  not  protesting  Columbus  Day,  but 
showing  we  are  proud  that  we  survived  his  landing  and  trying  to  make 
people  aware  that  not  everyone  sees  Columbus  as  a hero,  the  next  day  the 
headlines  on  the  front  page  read  "Native  American  Students  Protest 
Columbus  Day".) 


MANKILLER  SAYS  SOCIETY  NEEDS  BALANCE 
RECEPTION  HONORS  FORMER  CHIEF  OF  CHEROKEE  NATION 
By  Lisa  Sibenaller,  Multicultural  Reporter 


Oklahoma  State  University's  Native  American  Month  festivities  began 
Tuesday  night  with  a reception  for  Wilma  Mankiller,  former  principle  chief 
of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Mankiller,  along  with  11  other  Native  American  and  Hawaiian  women,  is 
featured  in  the  "Native  Women  of  Hope"  photo  exhibit  on  display  in  the 
Student  Union  Basement  through  Dec. 11. 

The  exhibit,  created  by  ATLATL,  a national  organization  for  Native 
American  arts,  honors  women  who  represent  artists  and  leaders  of  the 
Indian  nations,  said  Geri  Wisner-Foley,  president  of  the  Native  American 
Student  Association. 

Wisner-Foley  said  this  is  the  first  time  the  exhibit  has  been  displayed 
outside  of  its  location  in  Arizona. 

Mankiller,  an  Oklahoma  native,  said  the  exhibit  is  special  to  her  because 
she  knows  and  is  friends  with  all  the  women  involved. 

"I  love  this  exhibit  and  was  honored  to  be  asked  to  participate,"  she 
said . 

She  said  the  photograph  is  especially  significant  to  her  because  it  was 
taken  at  a difficult  time  in  her  life.  Mankiller  was  diagnosed  with 
lymphoma,  cancer  of  the  lymph  system,  and  was  in  the  middle  of 
chemotherapy  at  the  time  of  the  photo.  She  said  it  is  the  only  photo  she 
has  allowed  to  be  taken  of  her  while  wearing  traditional  Cherokee  turtle 
shells . 

Mankiller  spoke  of  the  need  to  return  to  a sense  of  "balance"  in 
relations  between  men  and  women  in  today's  society.  The  Cherokee  tribe 
has  a history  of  important  women  leaders,  and  she  said  this  balance 
between  men  and  women  is  an  integral  part  of  life. 

"The  hope  for  the  future  lies  in  women,"  she  said.  "When  I look  at 
society  in  general  today  and  see  only  men  making  decisions ...  it  makes  me 
think  things  are  terribly  out  of  balance." 

She  also  offered  her  thoughts  on  current  challenges  affecting  Native 
Americans . 

"The  biggest  challenge  we  face  today  is  how  to  retain  a sense  of  who  we 
are  as  native  people,"  she  said. 

She  said  a sense  of  community  and  interdependence  is  something  that  is 
common  to  all  tribes,  and  problems  can  be  overcome  by  being  "of  good  mind" 
and  focusing  on  the  positive. 

"While  we  are  doing  all  of  the  other  things  that  are  important,  like 
producing  Ph.D.s  and  better  education,  let's  remember  what  the  fight  is 
about  and  continue  to  move  forward,"  Mankiller  said. 

NASA  has  several  other  activities  planned  for  the  month,  including  a 
visit  by  Hoy  Harjo,  Native  American  poet  and  member  of  the  Muscogee  tribe. 

A reception  for  Harjo  will  be  7 p.m.  Friday  in  045  Student  Union. 

Activities  also  include  the  Fall  Benefit  Pow-wow  Saturday  from  3-11  p.m. 
in  the  Center  for  International  Trade  Development  building. 

"Many  different  tribes  will  be  represented  in  the  pow-wow  and  for  people 
who  are  not  familiar  with  it,  it  is  a window  for  what  is  going  on  in  your 
own  backyard  in  Oklahoma,"  Wisner-Foley  said. 

Rachel  Allen,  coordinator  for  Native  American  Heritage  Month,  said 
non-perishable  food  and  clothing  will  be  collected  at  the  pow-wow  as  well 
as  throughout  the  month. 

The  goods  can  be  dropped  off  at  320  Student  Union  or  112  Life  Sciences 
East  and  will  be  donated  to  tribal  shelters  and  women's  rehabilitation 
centers  in  the  nearby  area,  she  said. 

Also,  Native  American  actress  Elaine  Miles  will  visit  OSU  during  NASA's 
"High  School  Weekend"  Nov.  14,  15,  and  16.  Miles  is  best  known  for  her 
role  as  Marilyn  on  the  television  show  "Northern  Exposure." 

"RE : Dury  Refused  for  Tsuu  T'ina  Inquiry"  


Date:  Wed,  4 Nov  1998  00:38:01  -0800 


From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Dury  refused  for  Tsuu  T'ina  Inquiry 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

NO  IURY  FOR  RESERVE  SHOOTING  INQUIRY 

Calgary  Herald,  October  29,  1998,  by  Mark  Lowey 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Calgary  - Alberta  Dustice  Minister  Ion  Havelock  has  ruled  out  a jury  for 
a public  inquiry  into  the  shooting  deaths  of  an  aboriginal  woman  and  her 
nine-year-old  son  on  the  Tsuu  T'ina  reserve  near  Calgary.  An  RCMP  corporal 
has  been  cleared  of  wrongdoing  in  the  shooting. 

Some  native  people  are  demanding  not  only  a jury,  but  that  the  jury  be 
all-native. 

Havelock  is  satisfied,  however,  that  provincial  court  Dudge  Thomas  Goodson 
doesn't  need  a jury's  help  to  conduct  a fair  and  open  fatality  inquiry, 
said  Alberta  Dustice  spokesperson  Dean  Olynyk.  "The  minister  has... 
indicated  that  he's  satisfied  that  Dudge  Goodson  will  conduct  an 
independent  and  impartial  inquiry,  and  consequently  there  would  not  be  a 
jury  appointment,"  she  said. 

Peter  Manywounds,  speaking  for  the  Tsuu  T'ina  First  Nation,  said  the 
tribal  council  will  respond  to  Havelock  after  a council  meeting  scheduled 
this  morning. 

Phil  Fontaine,  grand  chief  of  the  national  Assembly  of  First  Nations, 
which  represents  more  than  630  First  Nations  in  Canada,  had  supported  the 
Tsuu  T'ina's  call  for  an  all-aboriginal  jury.  "He  (Fontaine)  will  be 
disappointed...  this  is  obviously  not  what  he  expected  to  see,"  said  Dean 
LaRose,  speaking  for  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations. 

Connie  Dacobs,  37,  and  her  nine-year-old  son  Ty  died  March  22  on  the  Tsuu 
T'ina  reserve,  on  the  city's  southwest  boundary,  in  a shootout  with  the 
RCMP.  An  independent  review  conducted  by  the  British  Columbia  attorney 
general's  office,  and  endorsed  by  a former  Alberta  justice,  cleared  Cpl. 

Dave  Voller,  a 17-year  veteran  of  the  RCMP,  of  any  wrongdoing  in  the 
deaths.  The  review  found  no  evidence  to  indicate  racial  bias  played  a role 
in  the  shooting. 

Members  of  Dacobs'  family  and  aboriginal  leaders  condemned  the  decision 
and  immediately  called  for  an  all-native  jury  to  participate  in  the 
upcoming  provincial  fatality  inquiry.  It  can  probe  a death,  but  not  assign 
blame . 

Havelock  has  written  to  Tsuu  T'ina  Chief  Roy  Whitney  notifying  him  of  the 
decision . 

Manywounds  said  the  Tsuu  T'ina  still  expect  the  fatality  inquiry  will  be 
held  on  the  reserve,  after  the  chief  and  council  offered  their  council 
chambers  in  the  tribe's  administration  building. 

Goodson,  Alberta's  first  aboriginal  judge,  has  scheduled  Nov.  16  for  an 
initial  hearing  at  provincial  court  in  Calgary  to  allow  the  public  and 
interested  parties  to  apply  to  take  part  in  the  fatality  inquiry.  Dates  and 
a location  for  the  inquiry,  expected  to  begin  in  the  new  year,  will  be 
confirmed  at  the  Nov.  16  hearing,  Olynyk  said.  Goodson  will  make  the  final 
call  on  whether  to  hold  the  inquiry  on  the  Tsuu  T'ina  reserve,  she  added. 

Dacobs  and  her  son  were  shot  after  police  were  called  to  a domestic 
complaint  on  the  sprawling  reserve.  Voller,  who  was  a constable  at  the 
time,  went  to  the  home  after  a band  social  worker  and  tribal  police  officer 
said  Dacobs  threatened  them  with  a rifle.  They  were  trying  to  remove  her 
four  children  and  two  grandchildren  from  the  condemned  house  in  which  they 
lived,  following  a domestic  dispute  between  Dacobs  and  her  husband.  Voller 
says  he  fired  in  self-defence  after  Dacobs  shot  at  him. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S. 


Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

— "RE:  What  is  an  Indian"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Oct  1998  14:09:15  EDT 
From:  Treva  Key  <TKey247116@A0L.C0M> 

Sub j : WHAT  IS  AN  INDIAN? 

Copied  from  TURTLE  TRACKS,  newsletter  of  the  Nause  Warwash  Tribe  of  Maryland 
(Eastern  Shore.)  It  might  explain  how  some  of  us  feel.:  It  is  quite  long 
but  please  bear  with  me  and  read  to  the  end. 

WHAT  IS  AN  INDIAN? 

This  question  was  asked  of  a group  of  American  Indian  Children  at  Aderson 
Elementary  School  in  Minneapolis.  Their  answers  were  quite  interesting 
and  very  disturbing. 

In  this  circle  of  black,  brown  and  blondish  hair... of  black,  brown, 
green,  blue  and  hazel  eyes... of  wiry  curly,  kinky  and  straight  hair... they 
were  very  percent-of-blood  oriented.  From  15/32  to  1/4  to  1/2  they  were 
calling  out  their  individual  percents-  that  is  until  they  began  to  laugh. 

Yes,  it  is  ridiculous,  especially  when  one  child  was  asked  to  point  to 
the  half  of  him  that  was  Indian  and  the  half  that  wasn't! 

Is  this  form  of  identifying  our  identity  shared  by  other  peoples?  When 
did  we  ever  hear  a Dew  state  he  was  half  jewish?  What  makes  a Dew  a Dew 
is  his  religion. 

American  Indian  authors  Walter  Peek  and  Thomas  Sanders  explain  it  this 
way: "To  define  the  American  Indian  is  as  impossible  as  it  is  to  define  the 
Dew--for  many  of  the  same  reasons.  Ajew  knows  he  is  a Dew  because  he 
recognizes  himself  within  the  framework  of  a historical-cultural  setting 
that  allows  him  identity.  The  Native  American,,  the  Indian,  the  Navajo- 
call  him  what  you  will-knows  he  is  an  Indian  because  of  the  mystic  tie  to 
the  land,  th  dim  memory  of  his  people's  literature  that  has  been  denied 
him,  the  awareness  of  his  relationship  to  Sakoiatisan,  Manitou,  Huaca, 

Wakan,  Tanka  (depending  on  his  being  Iroquois,  Algonquian,  Inca  or  Sioux) 
somehow  all  manifest  themselves  within  him  and  consistently  call  him  back 
to  his  ancestors." 

Bill  Charfield,  elder  teacher  and  historian,  agrees  with  this  philosophy. 
"My  cultural  identity  makes  me  what  I am.  It  is  my  beliefs  that  make  me 
Indian . " 

This  brings  up  an  interesting  point.  Can  an  individual  be  Dewish  and 
Catholic  at  the  same  time?  Can  an  Indian  According  to  Bell,  an 
individual's  sacred  regard  for  language,  his  concept  of  the  Creation  and 
his  desire  to  live  in  harmony  with  the  natural  world  need  be  applied  when 
seeking  to  define  an  Indian. 

While  addressing  a college  audience,  LaDonna  Harris  was  asked  to  define 
an  Indian.  LaDonna  replied,  "I  can't  define  the  Indian  anymore  than  you 
can  define  what  you  are.  Different  governmental  agencies  define  him  by 
the  amount  of  blood.  I had  a Comanche  mother  and  an  Irish  father.  But,  I 
am  Comanche,  I'm  not  Irish.  And  I'm  not  Indian  first.  I'm  Comanche 
first,  Indian  second.  When  a Comanche  took  in  someone,  he  became  Comanche. 

He  wasn't  part  this,  part  that.  He  was  all  Comanche  or  he  wasn't  Comanche 
at  all.  Blood  runs  the  heart.  The  heart  knows  what  it  is." 

Elizabeth  Hallmark,  an  Ojibwa  and  director  of  the  Minneapolis  American 
indian  Center  thinks  along  these  traditional  lines: "Dust  because  an 
individual  has  a tribal  enrollment  number  entitling  him  to  certain 
services,  does  not,  in  my  mind,  define  this  person  as  an  Indian.  It  is 
the  heart  of  this  person  that  speaks  to  me.  That's  where  my  Indianness  is 
- in  my  heart." 

One  of  the  great  Sioux  holy  men  of  our  time  was  Dohn  Fire-Lame  Deer.  He 
associated  Indianness  with  the  heart  also.  His  beliefs  in  the  concepts 
symbolized  in  the  Pipe  identified  him  as  an  Indian.  He  recollected  a time 
in  his  life  when  the  meaning  of  the  Pipe  filled  his  senses. 

He  stated  that  at  the  moment  he  realized  that  to  truly  understand  what 


it  meant  to  be  an  Indian  was  to  understand  the  Pipe.  He  went  on  to  say 
that  even  as  an  old  man  he  was  still  learning.  We  must  ask  ourselves 
then;  What  bureaucrat  has  the  right  to  say  who  is  and  who  isn't  an  Indian? 
Or  who  is  more  of  an  Indian? 

To  be  an  Indian  is  a way  of  life,  a looking  within  and  feeling  a part  of 
all  life,  an  allegiance  to  and  love  for,  this  earth.  Historically,  we  did 
not  judge  individuals  by  the  color  of  their  eyes  or  the  color  of  their 
hair,  but  how  they  conducted  and  lived  their  lives.  To  debase  our 
identity  by  reducing  us  to  percents  of  blood  is  another  version  of 
genocide.  To  deny  our  tribal  nations  the  right  to  traditionally  adopt  and 
naturalize  citizens  is  relinquishing  our  tribal  sovereignty. 

The  last  time  some  of  us  were  required  to  show  papers  for  proof  of  blood 
was  when  we  wanted  to  breed  dogs  or  horses.  The  confusion  of  attempting 
to  define  what  is  Indian  will  persist  in  the  governmental  bureaucracies, 
but  will  not  be  shared  by  many  American  Indians  who  know  what  they  are. 

For  many  of  us,  to  be  Indian  is  not  a heritage  granted  by  legislation, 
percents  of  blood  of  bureaucratic  studies,  or  even  by  a community's 
consideration.  It  comes  from  the  heart  and  the  hear  knows  what  it  is. 

One  of  the  ways  it  learned  was  listening  to  the  oral  and  written  nature 
literature  of  the  past.  Contained  within  this  literature  are  the  values 


From  gans@netcom.com  Sat  Nov  21  01:00:49  1998 
Date:  Tue,  17  Nov  1998  19:56:43  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.047 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  Minn-Ind,  Innu-L  & Nat-Film 
Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 

NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS;  A-Infos  News  Service;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


Then  another  great  cry  went  out  in  the  dust:  "Crazy  Horse  is  coming! 
Crazy  Horse  is  coming!"  Off  toward  the  west  and  north,  they  were 

yelling,  "Hoka  Hey!"  like  a big  wind  roaring,  and  making  the  tremolo; 
and  you  could  hear  the  eagle  bone  whistles  screaming." 

_ Black  Elk,  Oglala 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I l 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

I to  the  democratic  principles  | 
j of  the  Republic  I 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  I 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

j shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


i Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

| 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I have  not  forsaken  the  effort  to  catalog  good  language  learning  and 
preservation  sources.  It  is  very  important  and  central  to  my  belief  we 
must  do  all  we  can  to  preserve  our  culture.  Each  carrier  of  the  language 
of  his  or  her  tribe  is  a protector  of  the  very  roots  for  the  next  seven 
generations.  Language  is  one  of  the  absolute  keys,  and  it  must  not  be 
forgotten . 

For  now  I speak  of  this  great  need  less  because  of  the  greater  need  to 
insure  our  Peoples  survive  the  winter. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 
Again,  this  winter  this  editorial  section  will  feature  groups  or 
individuals  who  are  helping  those  in  need,  primarily  on  reservations  and 
especially  those  who  aid  children  and  elders.  Urban  help  will  not  be 
excluded.  I have  lived  in  the  Cedar-Riverside  area  of  Minneapolis  and 
been  a guest  in  Lakota  Housing  in  Rapid  City  and  in  Shiprock.  The  need 
to  eat  and  be  warm  does  not  end  because  a person  has  left  the  rez. 

PLEASE  forward  contact  information  for  all  you  know  who  help  those  less 
able  to  do  so  make  it  through  the  harsh  winter  months. 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 


For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. THOMAS_:  +@A L BANY . VA . GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 


For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 
From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 


Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 
furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 


From:  "g  hindsman"  <tasunke@dmv. com> 

Sub j : Help  for  Families  on  Rez 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

All  of  the  donations  are  sorted  and  packed  for  each  family  according  to 
size,  sex  etc.  This  year  we  are  in  particular  need  of  blankets,  space 
heaters,  fans  and  linens  (towels  and  sheets) . We  have  many  toys  and 
clothing  of  all  sizes  but  good  winter  coats  are  always  useful.  We  are 
registered  as  a private  non  profit,  so  receipts  can  be  given  for 
donations.  We  can  always  use  money  donations. 

We  deliver  in  December,  Dune  and  in  August.  We  also  do  mail  deliveries 
occasionally.  Over  the  years,  we  have  made  many  friends  at  Pine  Ridge, 
Rosebud,  the  Crow  Agency  and  others.  We  try  to  help  with  special  requests 
when  we  can.  Morning  Star  has  also  been  a home  away  from  home  for  students 
and  elders  who  are  temporarily  on  the  East  Coast.  Our  headquarters  are 
located  in  Delaware  but  we  have  other  circles  in  Virginia,  New  York,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  soon  in  Florida. 


From:  Danet  S <jans@future.atlcom.net> 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas  Cassada. 
MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as  mediation 
assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian  Reservations  in  the  form  of 
clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys  for  the  children,  scholarship 
funding  and  household  provisions. 

This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and  notions 
MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to  support 
the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within  the  United  States 
South  and  North  Dakota. 

For  information  about  Morning  Star  you  can  call  or  write  our  Outreach 
Coordinator  at: 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 


Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  14:03:10  -0800 
From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 


there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker.org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 
automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 


Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Sub  j : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 

FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Hercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130' s and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 


From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http : //rtt . Colorado . edu/~cameron/ LakxotaKxoyag . html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  communities 
on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Holy 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 


Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Violet  Catches 
HC  77  Box  500 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherny  Creek  Representatives 

P.0.  Box  101 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

House  #245 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Elvira  Chasing  Hawk 

Town  of  Red  Scaffold  Representatives 

Box  481  Red  Scaffold  RD 

Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 

or 

c/o  Candace  Hollow  Horn 
Box  522  Red  Scaffold  RD 
Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 


From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

The  Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community  Organization 
402  West  145th  Street  * New  York,  NY  10031 

212/926-5757  * 212/926-5842  (fax)  * ifco@igc.apc.org  (email)  * 
www.ifconews.org  (web) 

(earmark  your  gift  for  November  caravan  to  Chiapas) 


Bucketline  to  the  Elders 
First  Security  Bank 
205  N Main 
Layton,  UT  84041 


this  group  provides  food  and  supplies 

to  the  elders  of  the 

Big  Mountain  /Black  Mesa  area. 


Redfeather  Development  Corp 
Box  52652 

Bellevue,  WA  98015-2652 


This  group  repairs  and  winterizes 

housing  for  the 

elders  of  the  Dakotas  area. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : Passing  of  Leech  Lake  Elder"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Nov  1998  01:02:22  -0600 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Sub j : Passing  of  Leech  Lake  Elder 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Lead  Singer  of  Ojibwa  Hymn  Singers  journeys  on. 

lames  E.  Allen,  Sr,  75  of  Cass  Lake,  Minnesota,  passed  away  on  November  13, 
1998  at  Hennepin  County  Medical  Center  in  Minneapolis.  Dim  was  a highly 
respected  elder  and  native  speaker  of  the  Ojibwe  language  from  the  Leech 
Lake  Band.  Mr.  Allen  was  born  May  7,  1923  at  Cass  Lake,  Minnesota.  He 
grew  up  in  Onigum  and  attended  school  at  Indian  boarding  schools  in 
Flandreau  and  Pipestone.  He  was  a Navy  Veteran  of  WWII.  As  one  of  the 
leads  of  the  Ojibwe  Hymn  Singers,  lim  touched  many  lives  throughout  the 
Indian  Communities  in  Minnesota,  lim  was  a member  of  the  Bishops  Committee 
in  the  Episcopal  Church,  a member  of  the  Minnesota  Council  of  Indian  Elders 
and  the  Minnesota  Indian  Council  on  Aging,  a member  of  the  Cass  Lake 
American  Legion  and  AMVETS  Post  #40  of  Leech  Lake. 

>> > 

North  Central  Minnesota 
Native  American  Veterans 
Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

>> > 

"We  are  still  here  and  we  are  not  going  away. 

It  is  time  that  the  newcomers  to  this  land 

started  paying  proper  respect 

to  the  elder  status  of  the  first  nations." 

Otis  Half  Moon,  Nez  Perce, 

Lapwai,  Idaho,  lune  1996 

"RE;  Desecration  of  Paiute  Graves"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Nov  1998  20:52:59  -0600 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@northernnet . com> 

Sub j : Desecration  of  Paiute  graves  in  Southern  Oregon 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Paiutes  want  Lake  County  remains  reburied 

LAKEVIEW  - Representatives  of  the  Northern  Paiute  tribes  met  recently 
to  discuss  the  reburial  of  the  human  remains  unearthed  in  the  River's  End 
Ranch  project. 

Northern  Paiute  people  from  Beatty,  Burns,  Warm  Springs  and  Fort 
Bidwell  agreed  their  ancestral  remains  have  been  above  the  ground  for  too 
long. 

Scattered  remains  of  Native  Americans  were  located  several  years  ago 
during  the  construction  of  a dam  at  the  River's  End  Ranch  near  Valley  Falls 
in  Lake  County.  A 1,400-acre  wetlands  project  was  developed  on  the 
6,000-acre  ranch  25  miles  north  of  Lakeview  to  restore  historical  wetlands 
on  the  Chewaucan  River  and  to  create  wildlife  and  waterfowl  habitat. 

The  discovery  has  led  to  complex,  lengthy  actions  against  ranch  owner 
Oliver  Spires  and  widespread  criticism  of  government  agencies.  Although 
government  agencies  said  the  area  was  of  no  cultural  significance,  suits 
were  directed  against  Spires. 

This  story  is  from  the  Herald  News  of  Klamath  Falls,  Oregon.  Letters  to 
the  editor  can  be  sent  to: 
heraldandnews@heraldandnews . com 


"RE : Buffalo  Emergency"  

Date:  Sun,  15  Nov  1998  22:59:33  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub  j : EMERGENCY  ALERT:  Horse  Butte  Buffalo  Capture  Facility  Imminent 
cpregnant  female  buffalo  doomed  to  be  slaughtered> 

UUCP  email 
Greetings 

We  only  have  'til  Wednesday 
The  DOL  is  being  very  illegal  about  this  whole  affair 
they  are  trying  to  supersede  any  and  all  comments  you  might  have  made 
regarding  this  issue 

note:  all  pregnant  females  will  be  sent  to  slaughter 
please  take  a moment  and  read  on.... 

The  Montana  Board  of  Livestock,  currently  undertaking  a full  fledged 
publicity  campaign,  has  been  promoting  a plan  to  maintain  strong  authority 
over  wild  buffalo  that  enter  Montana  from  Yellowstone.  It  is  absurd  for  the 
control  of  wild  buffalo  to  belong  to  one  special  interest  group  like  the 
"non-elected"  Montana  Board  of  Livestock,  which  is  funded  by  the  livestock 
industry. 

Wildlife  is  owned  by  the  public  and  should  be  managed  according  to  the 
public's  interest.  To  get  even  further  control,  this  week,  they  are  trying 
to  place  themselves  above  the  law  and  supersede  the  public  process.  They 
are  attempting  to  illegally  gain  a special  permit  to  set  up  quarantine 
facility  in  traditional  prime  buffalo  wintering/calving  grounds  on  our 
public  lands! 

This  is  ridiculous.  Please  read  the  following  and  take  a moment  to  respond 
WE  ONLY  HAVE  TIL  WEDNESDAY...  Help  us  get  the  word  out... this  is  an  all 
volunteer  effort.  Your  voice  and  actions  make  the  difference. 

Note:  If  this  gets  railroaded  through,  we  will  need  even  more  warriors 
in  the  field  immediately  to  protect  the  buffalo.  Please  help  spread  the 
word.  Thank  you  for  any  and  all  efforts  and  for  forwarding  this  to  friends. 
Thank  You. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

EMERGENCY  ALERT 

Horse  Butte  Buffalo  Capture  Facility  Rammed  Through  by  U.S.  Forest  Service 

On  November  8 1998,  the  Forest  Service  announced  an  Environmental 
Assessment  on  a proposed  bison  capture  facility  at  Horse  Butte,  a critical 
wintering  grounds  for  Yellowstone  buffalo,  and  nesting  site  for  bald  eagles 
and  sandhill  cranes.  The  area  also  provides  habitat  for  additional 
threatened  and  endangered  species  such  as  the  grizzly  bear  and  peregrine 
falcon.  Horse  Butte  is  on  a peninsula  on  Hebgen  Lake,  NW  of  West 
Yellowstone,  MT. 

The  State  of  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  submitted  a special  use 
application  to  the  Gallatin  National  Forest  for  the  capture  facility, 
including  a request  for  operations  in  the  short-term,  until  January  31,  and 
for  the  long-term  over  the  next  10  years.  The  chosen  site  violates  Forest 
Service  guidelines  for  protection  of  bald  eagle  nesting  habitat.  Under  the 
long-term  plan,  the  facility  would  operate  during  the  courtship/nesting 
period,  which  conflicts  with  current  Eagle  Management  Plans. 

The  facility  will  capture  and  test  buffalo  who  leave  Yellowstone.  All 
pregnant  females,  regardless  of  whether  they  test  positive  for  brucellosis, 
will  be  shipped  to  slaughter.  All  other  buffalo  testing  positive  will  be 
shipped  to  slaughter.  The  agencies  claim  that  the  operation  of  the  capture 
facility  will  help  with  the  "urgent  need"  to  reduce  bison  mortality. 

However,  in  the  winter  of  1996-1997,  the  use  of  facilities  like  this  one 
sent  hundreds  of  buffalo  to  slaughter.  Unfortunately,  the  only  goal  of  this 
facility  is  to  decide  which  buffalo  to  kill,  and  will  not  serve  to  reduce 
mortality. 

The  project  has  been  split  into  two  parts.  The  first  includes  the 
short-term  decision  to  build  the  facility,  and  is  being  pushed  through  with 


only  a 12-day  public  comment  period  and  will  not  be  appealable  under 
current  laws.  This  part  does  not  include  an  Environmental  Assessment,  and 
is  an  extension  of  the  current  Adjustment  to  the  Interim  Bison  Management 
Plan.  The  goal  of  this  part  of  the  plan  is  to  get  the  capture  facility  up 
and  running,  and  authorize  its  use  until  Danuary  31,  1999. 

The  second  phase  of  the  plan  is  to  authorize  use  of  the  facility  after 
lanuary  31.  The  reasoning  behind  the  split  approach,  is  that  the  facility 
will  impact  a bald  eagle  nesting  area,  and  the  area  is  closed  to  projects 
like  the  capture  facility  after  February  1st  to  protect  the  site.  The 
Gallatin  NF  will  have  to  amend  their  Forest  Plan  to  authorize  the 
facility's  use  and  exempt  the  Forest  from  meeting  Bald  Eagle  management 
guidelines.  Current  guidelines  do  not  allow  permanent  development  within 
one-quarter  mile  of  a nest  site. 

The  Forest  Service  claims  that  operation  of  the  facility  prior  to 
February  1 is  not  expected  to  affect  eagles  or  involve  any  extraordinary 
circumstances  which  may  result  in  significant  environmental  effects,  other 
than  capture  and  "removal"  of  our  last  wild  buffalo.  This  flies  in  the  face 
of  individuals  who  have  reported  sighting  bald  eagles  in  the  area  in  the 
last  week.  In  addition  to  this,  last  year  the  hazing  operations  used 
helicopters  to  move  buffalo  from  the  area,  and  the  helicopters  violated  the 
closure  by  flying  over  the  nesting  site,  and  landing  in  the  closed  area.  If 
the  Forest  Service  tries  to  justify  its  amendment  to  exempt  the  capture 
facility  from  the  eagle  closure  by  claiming  that  that  there  is  no  recent 
history  of  nesting  in  the  area  (which  it  appears  to  be  doing),  maybe  they 
should  look  to  the  disturbances  they  have  already  allowed  as  reason  for 
that  absence  of  nesting! 

The  Forest  Service  Regional  Office  in  Missoula,  MT  released  a statement 
on  Friday  the  13th  explaining  their  actions:  "Because  the  long-term 
decision  requires  urgent  action  to  help  reduce  bison  mortality,  the  Chief 
of  the  Forest  Service  [Mike  Dombeck]  is  being  asked  to  exempt  the  project 
from  a stay  of  implementation  during  the  appeal  period."  Basically,  what 
this  means  is  that  they  want  to  go  ahead  with  the  proposed  facility 
irregardless  of  what  the  public  thinks,  or  the  legality  of  their  actions. 

The  "stay  of  implementation"  that  the  Regional  Office  in  Missoula  is 
asking  Dombeck  to  exempt  is  what  lawyers  ask  for  in  court  after  an 
individual  or  organization  appeals  a decision,  and  movement  on  the  project 
is  imminent.  The  Forest  Service  is  basically  acknowledging  that  their 
project  will  meet  with  much  resistance,  and  is  preparing  to  proceed 
irregardless  of  what  the  public  thinks.  Obviously,  the  timing  on  this 
proposal  is  such  that  they  think  they  can  ram  it  down  our  throats  before 
we  can  mount  an  effective  legal  challenge. 

The  decision  to  build  the  capture  facility  will  commit  "irretrievable 
resources"  to  a long  term  plan,  at  a time  when  management  agencies  are  in 
the  midst  of  assessing  public  comment  on  the  Draft  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  for  long-term  bison  management. 

Building  the  Horse  Butte  facility  has  not  yet  been  approved  by  EIS.  Dust 
because  the  State  of  Montana  chose  to  not  ask  for  a permit  in  a timely 
fashion  is  no  reason  to  declare  an  emergency  and  illegally  ram  this  project 
through  without  adequate  public  participation. 

This  project  is  "piece-mealing"  at  its  worst,  as  it  attempts 
to  implement  a project  (without  proper  analysis)  that  has  been  proposed  in 
the  current  Bison  Management  Plan  EIS.  This  is  known  as  "pre-decisional 
action"  and  is  illegal  under  NEPA  guidelines. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO: 

Please  help  keep  the  symbol  of  our  nation  wild  and  free.  The  comments  on 
the  short-term  project  are  needed  by  November  18,  1998  and  on  the  longterm 
environmental  assessment  by  December  1,  1998.  We  need  you  to  write  your 
comments  on  the  government's  plan  NOW! 

Here's  what  you  can  do: 

+ Mail  your  comments  to  Diana  Enright,  Region  One  Forest  Service, 

email  a copy,  also 

+ Email  or  Mail  a copy  of  your  comments  to  Mike  Dombeck,  Chief  of  the 

Forest  Service 

+ Send  a copy  your  comments  to  the  Gallatin  National  Forest,  your 


Congressional  Representatives,  and  the  Montana  DOL 
Send  your  official  comments  to: 

USDA  Forest  Service  Headquarters 
attn:  Diana  Enright 
P.0.  Box  7669 

200  East  Broadway 
Missoula,  MT  59807 

mailto : mail room/ Rl@f s . fed .us 

Make  sure  to  put  "Capture  Facility  Comments:  for  Diana  Enright"  in  the 
subject  line. 

Mike  Dombeck,  Chief,  Forest  Service, 

Auditor's  Bldg 

201  14th  Street,  S.W.  at  Independence  Ave.,  S.W. 

Washington,  DC  20024 

202-205-1661. 

mailto:Mike.Dombeck/wo(3fs.fed.us 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Other  Contact  info...  Let's  get  the  issue  heard  about! 

Senators  that  have  email  access:http://www. senate.gov/senator/membmail.html 

US  Federal  Governmental  Agencies: 

http: //www. senate.gov/senator/membmail . html 

The  electronic  Activist: 

Contacts  for  newspapers  and  media  around  the  country: 
http: //www. berkshire.net/~ifas/activist/index. html 

Another  great  media  list: 

http://www.es . unb. ca/~alopez- o/news source s/mag. html 

Important  Telephone  Numbers  & Addresses: 

FREE  CALLS! 

Montana's  Department  of  Livestock 

800-523-3162 

P.O.  Box  202001 

Helena,  MT  59620 

Be  prepared  to  deal  with  slick  PR  media  flaks! 

National  Forest  System  Regional  NEPA  Contact: 

Kris  Lee 

Northern  Region  (Rl) 

Federal  Building 

P.O.  Box  7669 

Missoula,  MT  59807-7669 

(406)  329-3511 

mailto : klee/rl@f s . fed . us 

National  Forest  Service  Public  Affairs  Office:  202-205-1760 
For  more  info  on  the  buffalo  issue  in  Yellowstone,  please  see  our  pages  at: 
http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Here  is  a sample  letter  for  ideas: 

Ms.  Diana  Enright 
Forest  Service  Headquarters 
P.O.  Box  7669 
200  East  Broadway 
Missoula,  MT  59807 

To  Ms.  Enright: 

Please  consider  the  following  comments  on  the  two  permits  you  are 
currently  considering  granting  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  to 
construct  and  operate  a bison  capture  and  holding  facility  on  Forest 


Service  lands  close  to  West  Yellowstone. 


SHORT-TERM  PERMIT: 

Construction  of  the  proposed  capture  facility  would  require  exempting 
the  Gallatin  Forest  from  meeting  guidelines  established  for  bald  eagle 
management  in  the  Horse  Butte  area.  Such  an  exemption  should  NOT  be 
granted.  The  well-being  of  bald  eagles  on  our  public  lands  should  be 
given  much  higher  priority  than  the  well-being  of  cattle. 

The  proposed  project  goes  against  both  the  Montana  Bald  Eagle  Management 
Plan  and  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Bald  Eagle  Management  Plan  which 
stipulate  that  no  permanent  development  should  occur  within  1/4  mile  of 
a nest  site.  The  proposed  project  therefore  requires  either  formal 
modification  of  both  plans,  or  compliance  with  them.  You  are  proposing 
neither. 

A review  of  the  impact  of  the  proposed  capture  facility  on  bald  eagles 
is  necessary  in  order  to  evaluate  the  proposal.  If  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  has  not  conducted  such  a review,  it  should  before  any 
further  steps  are  taken.  If  such  a review  has  been  conducted,  it  must 
be  made  available  to  the  public  for  consideration  before  any  decision  is 
made. 

Bald  eagles  use  the  proposed  capture  facility  site  not  only  during 
nesting,  but  also  during  other  times  of  the  year.  I saw  a bald  eagle  in 
the  immediate  area  of  the  proposed  facility  just  a few  days  ago,  i.e., 
November  11,  1998. 

The  U.S.  Forest  Service  should  not  ignore  guidelines  to  protect  a 
federally  important  wildlife  species  simply  so  that  the  "DOL  can  meet 
its  objectives  for  capturing  and  testing  bison  on  National  Forest 
lands."  Instead,  the  DOL  should  revise  its  objectives. 

There  is  absolutely  no  need  to  capture  and  test  Yellowstone  bison  for 
brucellosis  in  order  to  maintain  Montana's  brucellosis-free  status. 

Much  more  cost-effective  approaches  are  available,  and  should  be 
pursued.  To  begin  with,  all  cattle  grazing  allotments  on  Forest  Service 
lands  close  to  the  West  boundary  of  Yellowstone  National  Park,  including 
the  one  on  Horse  Butte,  should  be  canceled. 

If  disease  management  is  the  real  objective.  Horse  Butte,  being  a 
peninsula,  and  therefore  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  water,  is  the 
ideal  destination  for  bison  leaving  Yellowstone  on  the  West  side. 

Instead  of  harassing  buffalo  on  this  land,  they  should  be  welcomed 
there . 

LONG-TERM  PERMIT: 

Issuing  a permit  to  operate  a capture  and  holding  facility  for  10  years 
would  pre-judge  the  outcome  of  the  ongoing  NEPA  process  related  to 
Yellowstone  bison,  and  would  constitute  a pre-  decisional  action. 

Should  the  Forest  Service  choose  to  pursue  this  permit  at  this  time,  it 
can  expect  litigation.  The  Gallatin  Forest  management  seems 
particularly  prone  to  take  actions  which  are  obviously  illegal  and  which 
compel  environmental  and  other  organizations  to  take  costly  and  time 
consuming  actions  to  prevent  these  from  being  implemented.  This  is  not 
acceptable  and  will  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  already  interested 
members  of  Congress. 

Finally,  the  Gallatin  Forest  management  has  given  the  public  less  than 
two  weeks  to  comment  on  this  significant  proposed  action.  This  is 
clearly  inadequate  time  to  expect  the  public  to  respond,  and  does  little 
to  improve  your  already  poor  public  image. 


Sincerely, 


cc:  Ms.  Laurie  Fenwood,  U.S.  Forest  Service,  Washington,  D.C. 

Mr.  Dave  Garber,  Gallatin  Forest  Supervisor,  Bozeman,  Montana 
Our  web  pages  are  being  updated  . . . 
http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 

It  is  time  to  rally  Buffalo  allies  before  the  killing  begins  again! 

Please  pass  this  update  on  to  7 friends  and  if  you  receive  this,  please 
subscribe  to  stay  updated  (2-3  updates  per  month) 

"RE : Update:  Indian  Remains  in  Louisiana"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Nov  1998  00:01:47  -0000 

From:  "Keith  and  Michelle  Pounds"  <mkpounds@bellsouth . net> 

Sub j : Re:  Controversy  over  Indian  Remains  in  Louisiana 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  Last  week's  issue  contains  the  original 

article  referred  to  in  this  update.] 

Flalito, 

Gary, 

Update:  Indian  Remains  in  Bogalusa,  Louisiana 

The  city  seems  to  be  in  compliance  to  NAGPRA  in  regards  to  the 
repatriation  phase  of  the  Indian  remains  found  in  the  Louisiana  Cultural 
Heritage  Museum  in  Bogalusa,  Louisiana. 

Our  concerns  have  resurfaced  because  reports  regarding  the  acquisition  of 
the  remains  on  file  with  the  museum  don't  match  those  being  told  by  the 
Museum  Curator.  And  the  Curators'  stories  are  grossly  distant  from  those 
documented  in  a letter  from  the  City  Attorney  to  the  Mayor. 

Original  acquisition  was  claimed  to  be  Angie,  Louisiana  and  Woodville, 
Mississippi.  The  Curator  suggested  donation  from  Louisiana  State 
University,  then  said  the  museum  had  no  documentation.  Now  City  Attorney 
reports  Alabama  and  said  people  have  "suggested"  that  they  came  from  South 
America ! 

We  are  asking  for  a Native  presence  in  the  museum,  vice  the  present  White 
Curator,  who  has  done  much  to  disrupt  the  repatriation  process.  And  email 
assistance  to  city  council  members  and  local  media  to  encourage  an 
investigation  into  their  acquisition.  There's  a reason  for  the  lying. 
Please  Help ! ! ! 

Bogalusa  City  - http://www.boglausa.org 

Bogalusa  Daily  News  - http://www.dnewsnet.com 

Medicine  Wheel  Intertribal  Society  - MKPounds@bellsouth.net 

P.O.  Box  1326 

Bogalusa,  Louisiana  70427 

— "RE:  Border  Crossing  Rights  Upheld"  - 

Date:  Thu,  12  Nov  1998  00:59:45  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Cross-Border  Rights  upheld  by  Court 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
COURT  BACKS  MOHAWK  RIGHT  TO  CROSS  BORDER  DUTY  FREE 
The  Globe  and  Mail,  Nov.  5,  1998  Page  A10  (CP) 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Cornwall  Ont.  Mohawks  of  the  Akwesasne  native  reserve  have  a right  to 
cross  the  Canadian-US  border  without  paying  duties,  the  Federal  Court  of 
Appeal  confirmed  yesterday.  The  federal  government  had  appealed  a 1997 
ruling  that  Mohawks  had  the  constitutional  right  to  bring  into  Canada  goods 
bought  in  the  United  States  without  paying  duty.  Grand  Chief  Mike  Mitchell 
of  the  Mohawk  Council  of  Akwesasne  said  in  a news  release  yesterday  that 
the  decision  reconfirmed  the  aboriginal  right  to  cross  the  border  without 
payment  of  duties  and  taxes,  including  the  GST. 


"We  anticipate  that  Canada  will  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court/'  Mr.  Mitchell 
said  in  the  release.  "However,  it  has  been  our  experience  that  with  each 
level  of  the  court  process  in  Canada  our  case  gets  stronger  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Canadian  court  system  has  supported  our  decision." 

About  7,500  people  live  on  the  Akwesasne  reserve,  which  is  split  in  half 
by  the  Canadian-US  border  near  Cornwall.  The  Mohawk  Council  governs  the 
Canadian  part.  The  case  started  in  March,  1988,  when  Mr.  Mitchell  loaded  a 
truck  with  personal  goods  and  crossed  into  Canada  from  the  United  States. 

He  refused  to  pay  $361.64  in  duties,  and  was  charged  under  the  Customs  Act. 
"We  are  fighting  this  issue  on  two  fronts,"  he  said.  "One  is  a legal 
process  and  the  other  is  the  political  process." 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Mohawk  Smugglers  Convicted"  

Date:  Thu,  12  Nov  1998  00:59:09  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Mohawk  sovereignty:  "not  a viable  defence"  rules  US  court 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
MOHAWK  SMUGGLERS  CONVICTED 

The  Globe  and  Mail,  Nov.  7,  1998,  Page  A6,  (AP) 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Syracuse,  NY.  By  breaking  up  a lucrative  smuggling  ring  at  a Mohawk 
reserve  straddling  the  Canadian  US  border,  US  authorities  settled  questions 
about  the  territory's  sovereignty,  according  to  a federal  prosecutor.  But 
some  Mohawk  leaders  maintained  yesterday  that  federal  authorities 
overstepped  their  authority  and  violated  native  rights.  "It  is  an 
infringement,  any  way  you  look  at  it,"  said  Gus  MacDonald,  an  aide  to  the 
elected  tribal  council. 

Larry  Miller,  the  ring's  leader  and  the  last  of  25  defendants  convicted  in 
the  case,  pleaded  guilty  Thursday  in  US  District  Court.  "These  pleas  should 
be  proof  that  US  criminal  law  applies  in  Indian  country  and  that  [Mohawk] 
arguments  about  sovereignty  are  not  a viable  defence,"  US  Attorney  Thomas 
Maroney  said  after  Mr.  Miller's  plea.  Mr.  Miller,  who  owns  a bar  in  upstate 
New  York,  admitted  laundering  $80-million  (US)  in  illicit  profits  from 
smuggling  contraband  cigarettes  and  liquor  into  Canada,  where  they  were 
sold  on  the  black  market.  Prosecutors  said  the  ring  smuggled  $687-million 
(US)  worth  of  tobacco  and  alcohol  through  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Reservation 
into  Canada  between  1991  and  1997. 

Mr.  Maroney  said  many  Mohawks  were  glad  that  federal  authorities  had 
intervened  and  broken  up  the  ring.  "We  were  helping  them  clean  up  their 
reservation  so  they  can  lead  decent  and  law-abiding  lives." 

Hilda  Smoke,  an  elected  chief,  said  that  attitude  violates  the  "nation  to 
nation  relationship  with  the  federal  government"  that  she  said  supposedly 
existed.  "I  doubt  if  [Mr.  Maroney]  knows  what  sovereignty  is  all  about.  He 
is  infringing  on  our  rights.  If  there  are  criminals  to  be  caught...  we  have 
police  that  will  take  care  of  it." 


Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail  - mailto:letters@GlobeAndMail.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Chumash  Site  Found"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Nov  1998  09:21:24  -0800 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Sub j : Chumash  Site  Found 

UUCP  email 

The  following  article  came  from  the  local  mainstream  newspaper. 

These  types  of  findings  are  nothing  new  to  the  people  of  the  Coastal  Band 
of  the  Chumash  Nation.  The  Chumash  people  have  inhabited  this  area  from 
time  immemorial.  The  coastal  cities  of  Pismo  Beach,  Shell  Beach,  Oceano, 
Grover  City,  Avila  Beach,  many  others  are  built  on  top  of  sites  like  the 
one  mentioned  below.  Unocal  built  their  oil  storage  tanks  on  top  of  a major 
Chumash  city  on  the  hill  overlooking  Avila  Beach.  A "grand"  hotel  sits  upon 
a village  site  and,  most  likely,  a burial  site.  Diablo  Canyon  Nuclear  Power 
Plant  was  built  in  an  area  once  inhabited  by  the  Chumash. 

Please  send  your  prayers  up  that  the  artifacts  and  remains  found  at  this 
site  at  properly  taken  care  of. 

For  Environmental  Dustice, 

Molly 

Chumash  tribe,  developers  at  odds  over  archaeological  treasure  trove 
Teresa  Mariani  -Telegram-Tribune 

Pismo  Beach- -A  vacant  lot  at  the  heart  of  a dispute  between  developers 
and  the  local  Chumash  Indian  tribe  has  turned  out  to  be  a near  gold  mine  of 
ancient  artifacts. 

Local  Chumash  representatives,  the  city  of  Pismo  Beach,  and  developers 
Gary  Grossman  and  Karl  Stahl  --  a former  city  councilman  ousted  in  a recall 
election  in  1996  --  are  still  wrangling  over  how  to  proceed  at  the  lot. 

Grossman  and  Stahl  want  to  build  condominiums  on  about  a third  of  an  acre 
located  at  the  corner  of  Price  and  Pomeroy  streets. 

The  disagreement  was  enough  to  bring  a representative  of  the  state  Native 
American  Heritage  Commission  to  Pismo  Beach  on  Monday  to  meet  with  the  city, 
the  developers,  the  Chumash  --  and  everyone's  attorneys. 

Both  Heritage  Commission  representative  Gail  McNulty  and  Chumash  attorney 
Tarren  Collins  said  this  week  that  the  Monday  meeting  ended  with  an 
agreement . 

The  agreement  says  the  city  of  Pismo  Beach  will  hire  another  archaeologist 
to  review  archaeologist  Clay  Singer's  plans  for  the  site,  and  that  an 
environmental  law  specialist  will  also  review  archaeological  plans  for  the 
site. 

Cambria  archaeologist  Clay  Singer  --  hired  by  the  developers  --  has  found 
evidence  that  the  lot  was  the  site  of  a major  annual  spring  campsite  for  the 
Chumash  as  far  back  as  5,000  years  ago. 

"It  was  a fishing  village,"  said  Singer.  The  Chumash  occupied  the  site 
from  about  February  through  May  every  year,  hunting,  clamming,  and  fishing. 
Singer  believes. 

The  village  was  populated  heavily  about  5,000  years  ago;  then  fell  out  of 
use,  and  was  reoccupied  around  3,000  years  ago.  Singer  said. 

"What's  important  about  the  site  is  that  it's  the  last  of  its  kind"  in 
Pismo  Beach,  Singer  said.  "There  hasn't  been  anything  ( found  ) like  it  in 
the  past  40  years." 

Thousands  of  years  ago,  as  many  as  60  people  in  several  families  lived 
there  during  the  spring  season  for  decades  --  or  more  --  at  a stretch. 

Singer  said  he  hasn't  discovered  yet  why  the  spring  village  fell  out  of 
use  for  some  2,000  years  between  occupations. 

But  the  lot  has  yielded  plenty  of  things  to  study.  "There  are  some  fine 


tools  there;  some  really  unusual  stuff/'  Singer  said.  The  finds  include 
rocks  blackened  from  use  in  cooking,  stone  tools  and  knives,  grinding 
stones,  and  a wealth  of  shells  and  marine  and  mammal  bones  that  show  what 
the  villagers  were  catching  and  eating. 

Developers  hope  to  donate  the  Chumash  artifacts  to  a museum,  or  preserve 
them  somehow  in  a display  at  the  site. 

Human  bones,  believed  to  date  from  the  Chumash  village  occupations,  have 
also  been  found.  Singer  believes  they  may  be  part  of  a Chumash  burial  ground 
located  mostly  uphill  from  the  site,  "underneath  Price  Street." 

Developers  Stahl  and  Grossman  want  to  put  24  condominiums  on  the  lot.  The 
project  was  approved  in  1990  --  four  years  before  Stahl  was  elected  to  the 
City  Council. 

Grossman  and  Stahl  --  who  ran  unsuccessfully  for  council  again  this  year 
--  sought  building  permits  in  April.  They  broke  ground  on  the  condominium 
project  in  October.  But  the  city  of  Pismo  Beach  issued  a month-long 
stop-work  order  after  Chumash  representatives  complained  almost  immediately 
that  the  developers  had  no  archaeology  plan. 

The  Chumash  charged  that  the  city  neglected  to  require  Stahl  and  Grossman 
to  hire  an  archaeologist  and  come  up  with  a plan  to  handle  Chumash  artifacts 
at  the  site. 

The  city's  chief  planner,  Carolyn  Dohnson,  said  the  city  did  require 
Grossman  and  Stahl  to  hire  an  archaeologist,  but  the  developers  failed  to  do 
so. 

Grossman  and  Stahl  contend  the  city  didn't  originally  require  the 
archaeologist  or  the  archaeological  plan  as  part  of  their  building  permits, 
but  they  stopped  and  hired  one  as  soon  as  construction  turned  up  what 
appeared  to  be  human  bones  --  Chumash  remains  --  there. 

The  conflict  turned  into  a shouting  match  last  week,  when  the  tractors  got 
going  again  after  Pismo  Beach  lifted  the  stop-work  order  after  Grossman  and 
Stahl  brought  in  Singer. 

Chumash  representatives  want  construction  halted  for  more  archaeological 
work  on  the  site  --  a goal  they  have  temporarily  achieved. 

Grossman  wants  to  continue  working  under  the  supervision  of  Singer. 

While  the  tribe  was  happy  with  the  agreement  to  hire  another  archaeologist 
and  environmental  law  specialist,  members  still  don't  trust  Stahl  and 
Grossman  or  Singer,  Collins  said.  "They  feel  he  ( Singer  ) has  a history  of 
merely  doing  what  the  developer  wants,"  Collins  said. 

If  Chumash  members  feel  the  site  is  being  mishandled,  they  will  sue, 

Collins  said.  "We  are  prepared  to  seek  an  injunction,"  she  stressed. 

Singer  said  he  realizes  some  of  the  Chumash  in  the  county  aren't  happy 
with  him.  But,  he  said,  "I  know  what  I have  to  do.  I have  to  document  what's 
going  on"  at  the  site. 

Grossman,  meanwhile,  is  still  chalking  the  flap  up  to  Chumash  politics  and 
poor  communication  all  around.  "A  lot  of  people  don't  understand  what  we're 
doing,  so  we're  going  to  provide  everyone  with  explicit  details  on  what 
we're  doing,"  during  each  phase  of  construction,  he  said.  "I'm  trying  to  be 
really  cooperative." 

While  the  Chumash,  the  developers,  and  the  city  negotiate  what  to  do  next  at 
the  lot.  Singer  and  his  workers  are  looking  for  more  Chumash  evidence  --  and 
the  remains  of  a third  occupation,  which  began  in  1860. 

"That,"  Singer  said,  "was  us." 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F Street 
Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

www . shundahai . org/SWVAction . html 
http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 
www . ctaz . com/~swvl 
http://banwaste.envirolink.org 
www . alphacdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 
www . greenaction . org 

"RE : Passamaquoddy  "Band"  Makes  Land  Claim"  


Date:  Tue,  10  Nov  1998  01:50:30  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Passamaquoddy  "Band"  makes  Land  Claim 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
LAND  CLAIM  TALKS  CLOSER 

The  Daily  Gleaner,  Oct.  23,  1998,  by  Sandy  Morgan 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or 
context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

St.  Andrews,  New  Brunswick  - Passamaquoddy  natives  have  moved  a step 
closer  to  making  a land  claim  for  approximately  30  hectares  of  land  in  the 
quiet  resort  town  of  St.  Andrews.  The  newly  formed  Schoodic  Passamaquoddy 
Indian  Band  met  with  representatives  of  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments  this  week  to  discuss  the  official  process  of  making  a land 
claim  in  Canada.  This  is  the  first  such  meeting.  The  band,  which  has  a 
majority  of  members  living  across  the  border  in  Maine,  is  not  recognized 
as  a legitimate  band  in  Canada.  "It's  why  we  formed  the  band  here,"  said 
Hugh  Akagi,  who  was  elected  as  chief.  "According  to  (Canada's)  Indian  Act, 
we  did  not  exist." 

They  decided  to  play  by  the  government's  rules  even  though  the  more  than 
40  members  who  live  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  border  believe  they  should 
be  recognized  because  they  have  always  had  ties  with  land  at  Indian  Point 
in  St.  Andrews.  Akagi  confirmed  the  band  has  applied  to  the  Department  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  for  official  recognition.  "Dust  by 
having  this  meeting,  we  are  considering  it  a formal  reply  to  our 
application,"  he  added.  Until  now,  the  band  has  made  its  appeal  for  land 
ownership  to  the  Town  of  St.  Andrews  to  no  avail.  Both  the  current  council 
and  the  one  preceding  it  argued  the  town  did  not  have  jurisdiction  to 
grant  any  land  to  the  natives. 

Akagi  and  his  band  members  took  that  refusal  of  responsibility  as  a sign 
of  disrespect.  "The  meeting  (Wednesday)  felt  very  good.  It  was  the  first 
time  we  have  stepped  into  a room  in  St.  Andrews  and  got  that  kind  of 
respect,"  he  said.  "We  didn't  get  that  at  town  hall."  Indian  and  Northern 
Affairs  representative  Mark  Davis  said  the  meeting  has  officially  opened 
the  communications  lines  with  the  Passamaquoddy  people. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Gustafsen  Coverup  Continues"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Nov  1998  02:55:38  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen  Coverup  Continues:  BC  Premier  tells  CUPE  NO  INQUIRY 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
Gustafsen  Coverup  Continues:  BC  Premier  tells  CUPE  NO  INQUIRY 

BC's  NDP  Premier  Glen  Clark  is  mounting  a massive  PR  campaign  to  promote  a 
positive  image  of  his  government  respecting  Aboriginal  rights  as  supposedly 
evidenced  by  the  Nisga'a  trick-or-treaty . Behind  the  scenes  the  NDP  machine 
is  still  desperately  trying  to  suppress  a growing  awareness  of  outrageous 
actions  taken  by  the  state  in  the  summer  of  1995  against  Traditionalist 
Shuswap  defending  sacred  Sundance  grounds  at  Ts'peten,  near  Gustafsen  Lake. 
See  <http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html> 

The  following  letter  is  in  response  to  the  Canadian  Union  of  Public 
Employees'  (CUPE)  endorsement  of  a resolution  from  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations  calling  for  a public  inquiry  into  "all  aspects  of  the  Gustafsen 


Lake  matter."  Clark's  "one  law  for  all"  dissemblings  and  irrelevant 
platitudes  on  not  interfering  in  judicial  decision  making  - clearly  don't 
deal  with  the  issue.  The  struggle  continues.  Please  add  your  voice  to  the 
demand  for  a full  and  open  public  inquiry  into  this  government's  attack 
upon  the  Gustafsen  Lake  Sundance  camp. 

The  truth  must  prevail.  To  support 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA  OFFICE  OF  THE  PREMIER 
NOVEMBER  2,  1998 

President  CUPE  Local  50 
Canadian  Union  of  Public  Employees 
302  - 2750  Quadra  St. 

Victoria  British  Columbia 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  August  26,  1998,  requesting  a public  inquiry 
into  the  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  I apologize  for  the  delay  in  my 
response . 

As  you  know,  the  police  are  responsible  for  keeping  the  peace  in  British 
Columbia  and  for  ensuring  the  public's  safety.  When  incidents  at  protest 
sites  involve  violence,  serious  threats  of  violence  or  property  damage, 
police  act  to  investigate  Criminal  Code  of  Canada  violations.  The  Criminal 
Code  applies  to  everyone  in  British  Columbia.  Those  charged  with  Criminal 
Code  violations  as  a result  of  incidents  at  Gustafsen  Lake  have  been  before 
the  Courts.  As  Premier,  I cannot  interfere  in  any  particular  judicial 
decision.  In  Canada,  the  judiciary  function  is  a separate  body  and  Court 
rulings  are  not  subject  to  review  by  any  level  of  Government. 

The  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake  have  been  dealt  with  appropriately  by  our 
criminal  justice  system.  The  Province  has  no  intention  of  reviewing  this 
matter  further  through  a public  inquiry. 

I appreciate  your  taking  the  time  to  express  your  views. 

Sincerely, 

Glen  Clark 
Premier 


MR.  PREMIER  : WE  DEMAND  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  ACTIONS  OF  YOUR 
GOVERNMENT  AT  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE!  EMAIL  - premier@gov . be . ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

— "RE:  Lower  Churchill"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Nov  1998  17:14:23  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : News:  Lower  Churchill 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

NTV  TV  Evening  News  Nov/12/98  at  6 PM 

INNU  NATION  IS  STILL  NOT  READY  TO  GIVE  ANY  APPROVAL  TO  THE  CHURCHILL  RIVER 
HYDRO  PR03ECT. 

FRED  HUTTON:  The  Innu  Nation  is  still  not  ready  to  give  any  approval  to 

the  Churchill  River  Hydro  projects  Newfoundland  proposes  with  Quebec.  But 
they  say  that  the  Government  carrying  out  archaeological  studies  this  year 
is  an  important  first  step.  Premier  Brian  Tobin  and  Innu  Nation  Vice 
President  Daniel  Ashini  held  a news  conference  this  afternoon  to  comment  on 


what's  happening.  Here's  NTV's  Dim  Thoms  with  an  update. 

DIM  THOMS:  It ' s a far  cry  from  what  happened  in  Churchill  Falls  last 

March  9th  when  Newfoundland  and  Quebec  tried  to  announce  details  of  their 
proposed  hydro  project.  The  Innu  were  dead  set  against  it. 

UNIDENTIFIED:  (Inaudible). 

DIM  THOMS:  Compare  that  to  the  scene  this  afternoon  when  Daniel  Ashini 

and  Premier  Tobin  arrived  for  their  news  conference,  not  that  they  were  any 
nearer  an  agreement  on  the  proposed  projects. 

DANIEL  ASHINI:  We  are  not  here  to  support  the  project,  we  need  a lot  more 
information  about  its  environmental  impacts  and  whether  or  not  there  are 
any  potential  benefits  for  the  Innu  if  the  project  proceeds.  We  need  this 
information  before  we  make  any  decision  to  bless  or  condemn  the  project. 

DIM  THOMS:  The  Innu  Vice  President  did  say  that  the  archaeological 

study  carried  out  this  year  to  be  continued  next  year  is  a good  start,  a 
new  beginning,  though  there  are  still  a lot  of  issues  to  be  resolved. 
Archaeologist  Roy  Skanes  disclosed  that  the  study  uncovered  two  long  lost 
trading  posts  plus  trapper  tilts  and  Innu  campsites. 

ROY  SKANES:  It's  helping  people  understand  that  my  homeland  is  a place 

that  has  provided  a livelihood  for  countless  generations. 

DIM  THOMS:  He  says,  however,  that  the  Innu  are  still  far  from  giving 

the  green  light  to  further  hydro  development 

ROY  SKANES:  For  one,  I think  there  are  a lot  of  issues  outstanding  for 

the  Innu.  There's  the  environmental  research  base  line  data  collection  has 
been  ongoing,  there's  the  outstanding  issue  of  the  Upper  Churchill,  the 
negotiations,  which  are  separate  from  the  studies,  will  have  to  be 
discussed  between  ourselves  and  the  negotiating  team  for  the  Provincial 
Government . 

BRIAN  TOBIN:  I think  what  Mr.  Ashini  is  saying  is  perfectly  reasonable. 

There  is  a very  big,  broad  area  of  negotiation  and  discussion  which  needs 
to  occur  between  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  Government  of  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador  and  for  that  matter  the  Innu  people  and  the  Government  of  Quebec 
and  it  is  far  to  early  for  me,  or  for  anybody,  to  expect  the  Innu  Nation 

and  Mr.  Ashini  to  say  that  they  know  about  the  project  to  be  satisfied 

about  either  its  negative  impacts  or  its  positive  impacts  on  the  community 
and  that  information  is  required  first  before  decisions  are  made. 

HIM  THOMS:  Dim  Thoms,  NTV  News,  St.  Dolin' s. 
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Dig  unearths  exciting  finds  near  Labrador  project  11/13/98 
By  BERNIE  BENNETT  The  Telegram 

Premier  Brian  Tobin  and  Innu  leader  Daniel  Ashini  announced  the  discovery 
of  several  exciting  findings  during  this  year's  archaeological  study 
regarding  the  Churchill  River  power  project,  but  both  were  careful  Thursday 
not  to  step  beyond  that  on  other  matters  concerning  the  development.  The 
study  uncovered  the  locations  of  two  long-lost  trading  posts,  20 
pre-contact  sites  dating  back  2000-3000  years  and  65  trapper  tilts  and  Innu 
campsites.  'We  decided  to  move  quickly  on  the  archaeological  work  well  in 
advance  of  the  environmental  assessment  process  so  that  we  could  do  a 
thorough  job  of  identifying  and  protecting  historic  resources, ' said  Tobin 
at  a news  conference  with  Ashini.  He  said  that  approach  is  already  proving 
to  be  worthwhile  as  many  sites  are  being  identified  which  contribute 
greatly  to  knowledge  of  the  history  of  Labrador.  Tobin  said  a full-scale 
archaeological  program  will  continue  next  year.  The  project  has  involved  the 
Innu  Nation  and  Innu  Economic  Development  Enterprises  Ltd.  (EID)  at  every 
stage,'  said  Tobin.  He  said  it  involved  the  Innu  in  the  design  of  the 
research,  it  trained  Innu  people  in  archaeological  methods  and  prepared  them 
for  more  work  in  the  area  in  future.  'In  fact,  Innu  researchers  played  an 


important  role  in  some  of  the  most  important  finds,  such  as  the  Maritime 
Archaic  discovery  near  Mud  Lake. ' Ashini  said  archaeologists  have  been 
looking  for  sites  in  the  Churchill  Valley  for  some  time  and  they  are 
excited  about  the  results  of  this  year's  study.  'Many  sites  were  found  that 
prove  that  the  Innu  people  and  our  ancestors  lived  in  the  Churchill  Valley 
and  other  parts  of  Labrador  over  many  thousands  of  years, ' said  Ashini.  He 
said  they  now  know  from  the  research  that  the  earliest  known  occupation  in 
the  valley  region  dates  back  4,000  years.  'The  Maritime  Archaic  site  at  Mud 
Lake  is  a great  discovery,  as  are  the  two  latest  discoveries,  Hudson  Bay 
Company  trading  posts  at  Sandy  Banks  and  Winokapau  Lake,'  said  Ashini.  He 
said  it's  great  to  see  that  archaeological  evidence  supports  a lot  of  what 
is  recorded  in  the  oral  tradition  of  the  Innu  people  concerning  their 
history  in  central  Labrador.  But  Ashini  said  they  are  not  yet  prepared  to 
endorse  the  hydro  project  development,  but  they  are  involved  because  they 
first  want  to  find  out  what  impact  the  development  will  have  on  their  land 
and  their  people.  'We  haven't  had  a good  experience  with  hydro  development 
in  the  past  when  there  was  no  thought  given  to  the  Innu  people,  ' said 
Ashini.  He  said  Innu  burial  sites  and  historical  sites  are  still  being 
washed  away  by  the  Smallwood  Reservoir  which  flooded  their  lands  for  the 
Upper  Churchill  Hydro  development.  'We  have  to  ensure  these  things  are  not 
repeated  and  that  things  are  done  better  this  time  around,'  said  Ashini. 
'People  have  to  understand  our  home  is  not  just  a big,  empty  wasteland.'  He 
said  the  Innu  are  still  very  far  from  either  blessing  or  condemning  the 
project,  but  based  on  the  progress  made  this  summer  and  fall  they  are 
prepared  to  continue.  'There  are  many  issues  to  be  settled  yet. ' Tobin 
agreed  with  Ashini  in  saying  they  have  to  get  it  right  this  time,  but  he 
said  the  approach  is  much  different  now  than  in  the  1960s  during  the  Upper 
Churchill  development.  The  premier  felt  Ashini  was  being  reasonable  in  his 
comments  and  agreed  there  is  a very  big  and  broad  area  of  discussions  to 
come  yet,  and  a lot  of  information  is  required  before  decisions  are  made. 
Tobin  said  they  are  making  good  progress  with  Quebec  and  he  hopes  to  sign  a 
memorandum  of  understanding  on  the  development  before  the  end  of  this  year, 
or  early  in  the  new  year.  He  said  he  didn't  want  to  elaborate  while  a 
Quebec  election  was  on.  Archaeologist  Roy  Skanes  of  lacques  Whitford 
Environment  Ltd.  of  St.  John's,  a partner  with  IED  in  the  historic 
resources  study,  said  they  are  excited  about  the  finds  because  there  is  not 
much  known  about  the  early  fur  trade  in  Labrador.  He  said  that  with  more 
work  the  sites  can  tell  a great  deal  about  the  history  of  both  the  Innu  and 
European  land  use  on  the  Churchill  River. 
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Date:  Fri,  13  Nov  1998  12:16:18  -0500 
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Sub j : MEXICO:  FIRST  CHIAPAS,  NOW  GUERRERO 

UUCP  email 

A note:  There  is  a new  film  out,  "A  Place  Called  Chiapas,"  made  by 
Canadian  Nettie  Wild.  It's  been  getting  some  favorable  publicity,  but 
it's  a seriously  flawed  effort  that  serves  primarily  to  trivialize  the 
Zapatista  struggle  and  commits  some  serious  errors  of  judgment, 
emphasis,  and  fact.  It  misses  by  a mile  a number  of  important 
opportunities  to  explain  what's  been  happening  to  an  interested 
if  uninformed  public,  and  it  takes  a largely  patronizing  approach 
to  the  indigenous  peoples  (referred  to  as  "uneducated"  - by  what 
or  whose  measure?)  The  most  telling  scene  comes  toward  the  end  of 
the  film,  when  Ms.  Wild  is  interviewing  Marcos.  He  observes  drily, 

"You  don't  seem  to  have  learned  very  much  [words  to  that  effect]. 


How  long  have  you  been  here?"  [Wild  & Co.  had  been  in  Chiapas 
4 months . ] 

During  the  Q & A after  the  showing.  Wild  observed  that  the  reason 
Chiapas  doesn't  get  more  attention  in  the  media  is  that  "the  body 
count  isn't  high  enough"  - a fair  measure  of  her  desperate  naivete 
and/or  ignorance  (arrogance?).  CL 
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LE  MONDE  DIPLOMATIQUE  - November  1998 
FIRST  CHIAPAS,  NOW  GUERRERO 
Mexico's  new  guerrillas 

Rather  than  implement  the  San  Andres  accords  signed  on  16  February  1996 
with  the  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army,  President  Ernesto  Zedillo 
chose  to  renege  on  his  undertakings,  form  death  squads  and  militarise 
Chiapas.  This  anti-insurgency  strategy  has  caused  the  death  of  over  100 
people  in  two  years.  He  has  followed  the  same  policy  in  other  states  in 
the  Mexican  south  where  poverty  and  repression  are  making  people  more 
radical  - in  particular  Guerrero. 

by  our  special  correspondent  MAURICE  LEMOINE 

As  the  road  wends  its  way  through  the  massive  Sierra  Madre  del  Sur,  the 
faces  of  the  people  change  until  they  are  purely  Indian.  From  the  state 
capital,  Chilpancingo  (1),  we  pass  through  five  hours  of  forest,  rock, 
giant  cacti  and  poor  fields  before  sighting  Tlapa  de  Comonfort,  the 
administrative  centre  of  the  part  of  Guerrero  aptly  known  as  La  Montana 
(the  mountain) . 

Apart  from  the  market  the  peasants  go  to  at  the  week-end,  there  is  no 
industry,  no  paid  employment.  Nothing.  Reinforcing  rods  sprout  from  the 
many  buildings  under  way  which  get  finished  as  they  get  orders  from  "on 
high" . 

Twenty-two  year  old  Benito  says  he's  planning  to  follow  his  four  cousins 
to  the  United  States. 

But  there  is  one  new  activity  that  has  recently  brought  life  to  the 
town:  a barracks  with  600  soldiers.  People  lower  their  voices  to  tell  you 
the  alleged  reason,  a murky  story  of  armed  bands.  "It  started  in  Chiapas," 
Duan  Basurto  confides,  "but  they're  more  political  there.  Marcos  is  known 
the  world  over.  But  here  it's  another  group  and  they're  less  well  known." 

Benito  has  read  in  the  papers  about  this  Popular  Revolutionary  Army 
(EPR)  operating  in  the  Guerrero  scrublands.  He  stresses  it's  through  the 
papers.  Being  active  in  the  Union  of  Indigenous  Montana  Communities  (UCIM), 
he  has  got  his  own  ideas  about  them.  "They're  nothing  to  do  with  us",  he 
is  careful  to  explain,  "but  we  respect  them.  They're  working  for  society 
just  as  we  are,  but  by  different  means." 

Poverty,  root  of  all  evil 

Tlapa  lies  at  the  heart  of  La  Montana,  the  hilliest  part  of  the  state, 

600  to  3,000  metres  above  sea  level.  It  is  very  poor.  Its  maize,  beans, 
rice  and  other  products  don't  bring  in  anything.  Where  it  is  very  cold, 
nor  does  the  milpa  (2) . Two  straw  hats  that  took  a day  to  make  fetch  one 
peso  (3) . They  will  be  sold  on  for  17  pesos  each  by  the  acaparadores 
(itinerant  traders).  La  Montana  is  populated  by  Indians  --  Nahuas, 
Mixteques,  Tlapaneques  - who  also  bring  in  nothing.  They  have  their 
traditions,  they  sow  and  reap  their  meagre  crops  and  sell  them  cheap.  Wood 
is  something  they  literally  give  away.  And  they  have  no  political  leanings. 

Apart  from  his  work  in  the  UCIM,  Benito  is  active  in  the  opposition  with 
Dr  Cuauhtemoc  Cardenas'  Party  of  the  Democratic  Revolution  (PRD). 

Passionate  about  his  native  ancestry  (he  is  of  mixed  race)  and  sporting  a 
large  tee-shirt  blazoned  with  the  words  Hard  Rock  Cafe'  and  a huge  Mickey 
Mouse,  he  carries  his  UCIM  leaflets  everywhere  and  dreams  of  San  Francisco 
or  Washington.  "We  believe  class  consciousness  comes  from  knowing  what 
class  you  belong  to  and  who  your  enemies  are  (the  state,  the  bourgeoisie, 
imperialism)".  He  respectfully  uncovers  his  head  outside  the  imposing 


church  that  dominates  Chalpatlahua,  considering  it  a place  of  miracles. 
Benito  is  the  real  Guerrero. 

Tototepec  is  not  one  of  the  many  completely  cut  off  caserios  (hamlets), 
but  it  is  still  extremely  poor.  Only  supporters  of  the  Institutional 
Revolutionary  Party  (PRI),  which  has  been  in  power  for  as  long  as  anyone 
can  remember,  sometimes  get  some  help  - rice,  beans  or  sugar  - generally 
in  the  run  up  to  elections.  They  are  short  of  everything.  "There's  water," 
says  Primo  Alvarez,  a mixed-race  bilingual  teacher,  "and  if  we  had  a pump 
everyone  would  benefit.  There's  timber,  but  no  means  to  exploit  it.  We 
could  make  lime,  the  stone's  the  right  kind,  but  we  haven't  got  the  means. 

The  PRD  militants,  the  minority  in  this  village  held  by  the  PRI,  are 
fighting  with  the  authorities  to  get  fertilizer.  On  1 Dune  the  only 
response  was  a visit  from  the  judiciales  (the  judicial  police)  and  the 
army.  Doors  were  kicked  in,  houses  ransacked,  cooking  utensils  smashed, 
grain  scattered  to  the  winds.  A young  woman  was  raped  in  front  of  her 
husband.  "They  accused  me  of  being  an  EPR  leader",  sighs  Primo  Alvarez.  As 
well  as  being  head  of  the  local  school,  which  has  five  other  teachers,  and 
taking  a class  of  45  himself,  he  also  has  to  look  after  his  field;  his 
monthly  salary  of  1,600  pesos  ($200)  is  not  enough  to  live  on. 

"How  could  I find  the  time  to  join  an  armed  group?"  Pointing 
dispiritedly  at  his  shack,  he  goes  on,  "Instead  of  sending  the  army  in, 
they  should  build  schools  and  canteens,  and  give  us  allowances,  clothes 
and  shoes  for  the  children  and  decent  housing  for  the  teachers."  Then, 
coming  back  to  this  famous  EPR  that  is  causing  them  so  much  grief,  he 
explains  "We're  fighting  by  democratic  means.  We've  never  taken  up  arms. 
But  we  respect  their  struggle  and  their  way  of  thinking  because  they're 
also  voicing  the  demands  of  the  population." 

It  was  on  13  Duly  when  the  army  appeared  in  Cochoapa  al  Grande,  a remote 
outback  up  above  the  clouds.  They  went  from  house  to  house,  searching 
through  everything.  People  were  beaten  up.  Not  everyone,  just  the  PRD 
"subversives".  Like  everywhere  else,  they  regularly  set  up  road  blocks 
where  everybody  gets  harassed  and  questioned.  In  this  divided  community, 
the  comisario  (4)  is  a PRD  member.  Since  his  election,  electricity  has 
appeared.  Before  him,  the  PRI  comisario  had  funding  for  a bridge.  There's 
still  no  bridge.  In  this  community,  the  rifts  run  deep. 

The  "official"  party  also  knows  how  to  get  its  message  across.  At  five  p 
m.  dozens  of  peasants  head  in  single  file  for  the  caserio,  their  tools  on 
their  shoulders.  A government  programme  is  paying  them  to  re-forest  the 
eroded  hillsides.  All  without  exception  are  members  of  the  PRI.  No-one 
marked  out  as  an  opposition  supporter  got  access  to  this  work.  "People  are 
tired,"  one  of  the  locals  puts  it  warily.  "There's  a story  about  a 
guerrilla  unit  from  the  old  days  led  by  Lucio  Cabanas.  It'll  happen  again. 
There'll  end  up  being  a war  or  thing." 

A young  man  with  him  is,  unusually,  much  more  direct.  Gazing  at  the 
mountain  peaks  all  round,  he  says  "It's  a good  thing  'they'  are  there 
because  now,  if  we  have  a problem,  they'll  come  and  help  us."  Pleasant 
though  he  is,  he  won't  tell  us  his  name.  People  have  died  for  less. 

Like  Chiapas  and  Oaxaca,  its  neighbours  in  misfortune,  Guerrero  is  one 
of  Mexico's  poorest  states.  In  the  1960s,  which  began  with  the 
Chilpancingo  massacre  (30  December  1960),  the  demands  of  the  copra  and 
coffee  growers,  teachers  and  students  were  met  with  violent  repression.  In 
1963  a schoolmaster,  Genaro  Va'squez,  took  up  arms  at  the  head  of  the 
National  Civic  Revolutionary  Association  (ACNR).  Following  the  massacre  of 
copra  producers  on  20  August  1967  in  Acapulco,  another  teacher,  Lucio  Caba 
as,  founded  the  Party  of  the  Poor  (PDLP).  Armed  action  grew  in  the  1970s, 
culminating  on  29  May  1974  with  the  abduction  of  Ruben  Figueroa  (senior), 
a PRI  candidate  for  the  post  of  state  governor  known  for  his  gangster 
methods  (5).  The  manhunt  began  and  Lucio  Cabanas  died  in  an  ambush  the 
following  December.  The  party  was  smashed  and  its  surviving  members  went 
underground . 

Don't  rely  on  others 

The  army  conducted  a fierce  cleaning-up  operation  in  the  region,  leaving 
100  dead  and  over  300  disappeared.  "In  those  days,"  a village  elder 


recalls,  "human  rights  didn't  exist."  But  slowly,  people  have  raised  their 
heads  again.  A union  of  ejidos  (6)  was  formed  on  the  Costa  Grande  (7) 
south  of  La  Montana.  "We  had  delegates  in  all  communities,"  Hilario  Acosta 
recalls.  "The  government  invited  all  the  delegates,  gave  them  food,  money 
and  women,  and  asked  them  to  join  the  National  Peasants'  Confederation 
[CNC  - an  official  union].  The  day  the  new  board  was  elected,  they  all 
voted  for  the  CNC."  Those  who  would  not  be  bribed  started  again,  forming  a 
coalition  of  ejidos  and  starting  to  work  on  marketing  coffee.  "But  the  PRI 
infiltrated  it  and  the  coalition  split." 

Still,  it  was  not  the  time  for  throwing  in  the  towel.  After  the 
fraudulent  election  of  Carlos  Salinas  de  Gortari  as  president  in  1988,  the 
peasants  told  the  losing  candidate  Cuauhtemoc  Cardenas  - later  to  found 
and  lead  the  PRD  - that  they  would  "give  their  lives  to  defend  the  vote"  - 
arms  in  hand.  His  decision  to  do  it  "the  legal  way"  caused  much 
frustration.  Though  they  have  remaining  loyal  to  the  PRD,  whose  anti- 
establishment influence  is  growing  considerably  in  Guerrero,  the  peasants 
have  learned  their  lesson:  to  rely  first  and  foremost  on  themselves. 

January  1994  saw  the  birth  of  the  Sierra  del  Sur  Peasants'  Organisation 
(OCSS),  the  most  powerful  of  the  many  movements  that  have  now  turned 
Guerrero  into  a seething  cauldron.  After  several  months'  gestation,  the 
OCSS  - which  brings  together  mestizos  and  indigenous  people  without 
distinction  - surfaced  several  days  after  the  uprising  of  a mysterious 
army  in  neighbouring  Chiapas.  Governor  Figueroa  set  out  to  destroy  the 
OCSS  which  stubbornly  refused  to  be  corrupted.  They  were  all  accused  of 
maintaining  links  with  the  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army  (EZLN). 

There  followed  assassinations,  arrests  and  reprisals. 

It  was  to  protest  at  the  disappearance  of  one  of  their  number,  Gilberto 
Romero,  that  over  100  members  of  the  OCSS  set  off  for  Atoyac  de  Alvarez  by 
lorry  on  27  Dune  1995.  The  security  forces  stopped  the  convoy  at  the 
village  of  Aguas  Blancas.  They  made  some  of  these  unarmed  civilians  get 
down  from  the  trucks  and  opened  fire.  Marino  Sanchez  recalls:  "I  was  lying 
on  the  ground  with  bullets  flying  all  round  me  and  we  were  totally 
surrounded  by  police.  I saw  them  putting  injured  comrades  out  of  their 
misery."  It  was  a nightmare  - 17  peasants  killed  and  over  20  wounded. 

A year  later,  none  of  the  instigators  of  the  massacre  had  been  brought 
to  justice.  The  only  thing  this  popular  mobilisation  achieved  was  the 
resignation  of  Governor  Ruben  Figueroa  (junior).  On  the  anniversary  of  the 
massacre,  during  a commemoration  ceremony  at  the  site  attended  by  6,000 
people,  a hundred  or  so  armed  men  and  women  appeared,  their  faces  masked 
by  the  inevitable  balaclava.  The  Popular  Revolutionary  Army  had  shown 
itself  in  public  for  the  first  time. 

"After  the  initial  surprise,"  a witness  recalls  with  a smile,  "you  could 
see  the  delight  on  people's  faces.  Alot  of  them  clapped.  A priest  went 
over  and  kissed  them,  saying  'At  last!'"  A communique'  was  read  out,  the 
Aguas  Blancas  Manifesto,  not  exactly  in  the  lyrical  prose  of 
Subcommandante  Marcos:  "We  want  a democratic  people's  republic  and  we  call 
for  people's  courts  to  try  the  enemies  of  the  people." 

Politics  by  other  means 

Terrorists!  The  Zedillo  government,  which  trapped  the  Zapatistas  in 
talks  that  were  just  window-dressing,  tried  to  gain  credence  for  the  idea 
that  there  were  good  guerrillas,  the  EZLN,  with  a social  base,  and  bad 
ones,  the  EPR,  without  one.  It  was  assisted,  perhaps  not  consciously  to 
begin  with,  by  Subcommandante  Marcos  who  made  some  icy  remarks.  The 
"newcomers"  would  have  to  "earn  their  legitimacy".  Commandante  Dose' 

Arturo  sent  a biting  reply:  "Whose  pardon  are  we  supposed  to  ask  for  not 
letting  the  government  continue  to  murder  people?  And  for  our  armed 
uprising?  The  government's,  perhaps?  (8)".  He  concluded  "Poetry  cannot  be 
the  continuation  of  politics  by  other  means." 

Though  relations  are  not  cordial,  they  have  become  less  tense.  Without 
glossing  over  the  differences,  the  EPR  refers  to  the  EZLN  with  respect. 

But  it  does  not  hide  the  fact  that  its  aim  is  to  take  power  and  it  is 
prepared  to  combine  civilian  and  military  means  to  do  it. 

The  EPR  had  been  in  existence  for  many  years.  If  it  meets  with  little 
enthusiasm,  it  is  because  of  the  dominant  role  within  it  of  the 


clandestine  Workers'  Revolutionary  Party  Union  of  the  People-Party  of  the 
Poor  (Procup-PDLP) . Born  in  the  1960s,  this  very  secretive  Maoist-oriented 
organisation  "has  more  than  a bad  reputation",  in  the  words  of  Enrique 
Avila  in  Mexico  City,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Zapatista  National 
Liberation  Front  (FZLN)  formed  in  civilian  society  at  the  instigation  of 
Subcommandante  Marcos.  "Over  the  last  20  years  it  has  killed  several  compan 
eros  belonging  to  what  it  calls  the  reformist  left."  Nor  has  the  Procup 
had  much  hesitation  in  eliminating  dissidents. 

Over  the  years.  Procup  has  helped  the  Party  of  the  Poor  to  reorganise 
and  regain  a foothold  in  Guerrero.  It  controls  14  revolutionary 
organisations  (9)  which  have  moved  closer  together  though  they  continue  to 
act  independently.  The  Zapatista  uprising  and  the  hope  it  inspired 
accelerated  its  unification  and  on  1 May  1994  this  disparate  group  formed 
into  a single  front,  the  EPR.  On  18  May  1996  it  set  up  a single 
political/military  structure  with  one  army. 

On  30  August  1996  the  EPR  went  on  the  offensive  in  seven  of  the 
country's  states,  in  particular  in  its  fiefs  of  Guerrero  and  Oaxaca  (it  is 
also  present  in  Veracruz  and  Chiapas).  At  the  end  of  October,  there  was  a 
renewed  campaign  killing  about  ten  members  of  the  security  forces. 

Sporadic  actions  followed.  No  frontal  assaults,  just  limited  attacks.  In 
early  1998,  a guerrilla  spokesman,  "Manuel",  admitted  that  they  were  just 
at  a stage  of  self-defence. 

The  tone  is  less  that  of  the  1970s.  "We've  been  compared  to  the  Shining 
Path...  We're  not  provocateurs.  We've  been  working  for  20  years  with 
people  who  are  dying  of  hunger.  Aguas  Blancas  accelerated  the  process.  The 
social  base  asked  what  could  be  done  and  we  answered  the  call.  Socialism 
isn't  on  the  agenda  and  armed  struggle  can't  bring  about  change  on  its  own. 
All  forms  of  democratic,  peaceful  and  parliamentary  struggle  are  necessary. 
But,  given  the  situation,  we  also  need  armed  pressure."  One  question 
remains.  At  present,  with  nothing  about  internal  dissent  leaking  out,  does 
Manuel  still  belong  to  the  EPR  or  is  he  already  in  the  Insurgent  People's 
Revolutionary  Army  (ERPI)? 

It  was  the  events  of  A1  Charco  (Costa  Chica)  that  brought  the  ERPI's 
existence  to  light.  In  Acteal  (10)  and  Aguas  Blancas  it  was  the  same  sad 
story.  At  dawn  on  7 Dune  1998  the  army  attacked  a school  where  several 
dozen  locals  were  gathered  and,  after  a "confrontation"  lasting  six  hours, 
killed  11  guerrillas  without  any  army  losses.  Controversy  broke  out  when 
the  survivors  and  prisoners  protested  that  there  had  been  no  guerrillas, 
no  fighting  and  that  the  victims  (most  of  them  inhabitants  of  the  village) 
had  been  killed  in  cold  blood. 

The  second  part  of  the  explanation  proved  to  be  true.  But  the  first  was 
called  into  question  after  the  army  was  ambushed  in  the  Tierra  Caliente 
region  on  22  Dune  and  a patrol  of  judiciales  on  the  Chilapa-Tlapa  road  (La 
Montana)  on  4 Duly.  "Yes,  we  were  at  a meeting  with  some  peasants  in  A1 
Charco.  The  compas  (11)  didn't  take  the  necessary  security  measures  and  we 
were  taken  by  surprise."  This  previously  unknown  group  claimed  this  was 
their  response. 

Sixty  per  cent  of  EPR  commandos  are  deployed  in  Guerrero.  The  ERPI  was 
born  on  8 Danuary  1998  of  a split  between  fighting  units  in  Guerrero  and 
the  leadership  of  the  Popular  Democratic  Revolutionary  Party  (PDPR),  a 
clandestine  political  arm,  in  the  state.  Commandantes  Antonio  and  Santiago 
explained  that  "In  August  many  communities  were  demanding  a response  to 
aggression.  The  EPR  failed  to  respond,  instead  organising  operations  that 
failed  to  meet  the  expectations  of  the  people  but  were  linked  more  to 
economic  events  within  the  country.  We  would  suggest  responses  to 
repression  but  we  never  got  EPR  authorisation  to  go  ahead." 

Future  operations  will  be  determined  by  the  need  to  respond  to  acts  of 
violence  by  the  authorities.  "This  army  used  to  belong  to  a party,  but 
we're  giving  it  back  to  the  people.  You  decide  what  we  must  do.  We'll  only 
act  where  the  people  decide."  Words  which  could  have  come  from  the 
Zapatistas,  even  though  there  are  still  no  links  with  them  (12).  But  the 
ERPI  admits  that  the  EZLN  has  made  major  contributions  to  democracy  with 
the  slogan  Command  and  Obey.  In  this  sense,  there  has  been  a rapprochement 
- unilateral  up  until  now. 

Of  the  580  PRD  activists  assassinated  over  the  last  few  years,  207  (35%) 


were  in  Guerrero.  Accused  of  being  an  EPR  leader,  which  he  strongly  denies, 
former  PRD  deputy  Bernardo  Ranferi  was  forced  to  seek  political  asylum  in 
France.  Since  1996  a "black  list"  has  been  circulating  of  106  names  drawn 
up  by  the  paramilitary  Confidential  08  group  linking  the  "future  targets" 
to  the  armed  struggle.  OCSS  leader  Norma  Mesino  claims  that  34  of  her 
organisation's  activists  have  been  killed  on  the  Costa  Grande  since  1995. 
Last  Duly  one  of  their  leaders,  Eusebio  Va'squez,  was  assassinated. 
Tepetixtla  police  chief  Dose'  Vargas  had  been  threatening  him  for  a long 
time,  but  one  of  their  own  men,  Erasto  Hurtado,  was  arrested  and  accused 
of  the  murder.  The  aim  was  to  paint  the  OCSS  as  a violent  organisation, 
and  also  to  split  it. 

Fifty-two  members  of  the  Broad  Construction  Front  of  the  National 
Liberation  Movement  (FAC-MLN),  a grouping  of  300  trade  unions,  parties  and 
organisations  formed  in  Acapulco  and  particularly  active  in  Guerrero,  are 
in  prison  on  a wide  variety  of  charges.  As  a result,  despite  government 
pressure,  the  FAC-MLN  has  refused  expressly  to  condemn  the  armed  struggle. 
The  state's  militarisation  is  increasing  apace  and,  as  in  Chiapas,  the 
paramilitaries  leave  a trail  of  blood  in  their  wake. 

A dusty  village  on  a hilltop  in  the  heart  of  La  Montana.  Sitting  round  a 
table  with  a beer,  Indian  militants  of  the  PRD,  teachers,  are 
contemplating  the  forthcoming  elections.  In  all  probability,  the  PRD  will 
take  the  post  of  governor  in  Guerrero  in  February  1999  and  the  presidency 
of  the  republic  in  the  year  2000  with  the  engineer,  Cuauhtemoc  Cardenas. 

The  talk  is  both  determined  --  "We  continue  to  believe  in  change  by 
democratic  means"  - and  disillusioned.  "People  don't  believe  the 
democratic  struggle  will  succeed." 

While  the  government,  acting  under  pressure  from  the  EZLN,  the  PRD  and 
international  opinion,  has  opened  up  politically,  going  so  far  as  to 
concede  Mr  Cardenas'  victory  as  mayor  of  Mexico  City  in  Duly  1997  and  the 
PRI ' s loss  of  its  absolute  majority  in  Congress,  everyone  knows  that 
nothing  has  changed  in  the  feudal  countryside  where  the  local  big  shots 
hold  sway. 

Chilpancingo  and  Acapulco  swung  into  the  PRD  camp  in  the  6 Duly  1997 
local  elections,  it  is  true,  but  the  rural  areas  are  still  controlled  by 
the  PRI.  For  several  months  now,  it  has  been  combing  the  countryside, 
buying  off  people's  consciences,  distributing  gifts,  clothing,  maize  and 
fertilizer.  "These  people  are  so  poor,  if  you  give  them  a meal,  a few 
beans,  they'll  follow  you  wherever  you  want,  like  a flock  of  sheep."  What 
is  more,  Ruben  Figueroa,  the  governor  who  was  forced  to  resign  after  the 
Aguas  Blancas  murders,  has  announced  his  return  to  politics  to  prevent  an 
opposition  victory  in  the  state  by  whatever  means. 

But  the  PRD  seems  unable  to  inspire  even  its  own  supporters.  "Our 
problems  won't  be  solved  just  by  a change  of  person,"  they  are  saying  in 
Tlapa.  "The  PRD  isn't  the  answer".  Then  they  qualify  that  by  continuing 
"But  by  helping  to  get  things  opened  up  it  at  least  lets  us  take  a step 
forward."  In  the  stifling  heat  of  Tepetixtla,  they  go  further.  "It  won't 
make  much  difference  whether  the  PRI  or  the  PRD  wins.  I would  prefer  the 
victor  to  be  the  people."  The  local  PRD  is  undeniably  radical.  In  fact, 
its  activists  are  not  "PRD  activists"  but  peasant  or  grassroots 
organisations  like  the  OCSS  or  FAC-MLN,  sympathising  more  or  less  openly 
with  the  guerrillas  and  using  the  party  to  gain  influence  and  avoid 
repression . 

While  these  votes  are  needed  at  national  level  and  cannot  therefore  be 
disowned,  they  are  not  keen  on  this  leftward  turn  which  risks  the  social- 
democratic  party  losing  the  support  of  the  political  centre  on  which  its 
hopes  are  based.  This  radical  base  has  not  finished  creating  problems, 
especially  if  Mr  Cardenas  wins  in  2000.  In  his  desire  to  take  the  state, 
he  has  failed  to  strongly  condemn  neo-liberalism,  wanting  only  to  trim  its 
claws,  and  is  no  longer  against  the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA),  which  he  just  wants  to  revise. 

Local  practices  often  give  rise  to  talk  of  a PRI  Mark  Two.  For  the  1999 
elections,  the  PRD  has  no  less  than  seven  people  seeking  to  stand  for  the 
post  of  governor  of  Guerrero,  the  two  main  ones,  Felix  Salgado  and  Xavier 
Olea,  being  defectors  from  the  PRI.  Clearly,  this  was  not  enough.  On  21 
August,  the  PRD  state  committee  chairman,  Octaviano  Santiago,  announced 


that  his  party  had  opened  talks  with  some  of  the  PRI ' s nine  aspiring 
candidates  to  get  them  to  leave  their  party  and  take  part  in  the  primaries 
to  select  the  PRD  candidate  (13). 

At  all  events,  "For  the  next  elections  we  are  completely  behind  the  PRD, 

" OCSS  leader  Norma  Mesino  affirms.  "Without  cherishing  any  illusions,  we 
believe  we  could  have  a more  positive  relationship  with  it  and  a response 
to  some  of  our  demands."  If  only  an  end  to  repression.  In  the  state's 
poorest  township,  Metlatono'c,  the  PRD's  Felipe  Ortiz  warns  "The 
government  has  two  options:  to  respect  the  wishes  of  the  people  or  make 
them  even  more  radical.  People's  minds  are  made  up.  Guerrero  is  a powder 
keg  that  could  explode  at  any  moment."  For  its  part,  the  ERPI  has  already 
shown  its  colours:  it  is  in  a phase  of  "silently  building  up  its  forces" 
to  help  in  an  insurrection . "We  think  it  is  necessary  to  prepare  because 
there  may,  under  certain  circumstances,  be  triggers  that  cause  the  masses 
to  rise  up." 

A small  Central  America 

Chiapas,  Guerrero,  Oaxaca,  Veracruz  - the  whole  of  the  south  of  Mexico 
is  hesitating  between  violence  and  civil  peace.  No-one  here  will  wager  on 
what  will  happen  if  Mr  Cardenas  loses  the  2000  presidential  election  - 
even  if  there  are  no  irregularities . If  anything  stupid  happens  before 
then,  like  electoral  fraud  in  Guerrero  or  military  intervention  in  Chiapas, 
everything  could  change.  "If  the  army  attacks  the  EZLN,"  the  EPR  (or 
ERPI)'s  "Manuel"  reported  earlier  this  year,  "Marcos  has  said  he  doesn't 
want  a saviour.  But  we  can't  stand  idly  by.  We  would  move  from  self- 
defence  to  a declaration  of  war."  A small  Central  America  in  the  space  of 
Alena!  With  all  the  makings  not  of  a conventional  conflict  between  army 
and  guerrillas  but  - with  all  the  factors  present  in  the  region, 
especially  the  many  peasant  communities  that  patronage  has  attached  to  the 
PRI  - a localised  civil  war. 

The  guerrillas  have  no  future  as  such  in  a Mexico  where  the  electoral 
option  now  exists  and  where  the  PRD  is  feeding  reformist  aspirations.  But 
they  will  have  a bright  future  and  lasting  legitimacy  if  social  and 
political  democracy  fail  to  take  root  in  the  poorest  states.  Rather  than 
reducing  the  danger,  the  authorities  are  increasing  it,  simply  pressing  on 
a lever.  As  he  left  the  UCIM  office  in  Tlapa,  Benito  met  a policeman.  The 
man  stopped  him,  put  his  hand  on  his  arm,  looked  him  coldly  in  the  eye  and 
simply  said:  "I  know  who  you  are.  And  I know  what  you're  doing." 

Translated  by  Malcolm  Greenwood 

(1)  Mexico  is  made  up  of  31  states  and  a federal  district.  In  this 
article,  "state"  means  the  state  of  Guerrero  and  not  Mexico  itself. 

(2)  Maize  field. 

(3)  $1  .1  peso  (August  1998). 

(4)  Equivalent  of  a mayor  in  hamlets. 

(5)  See  Guerre  sociale  au  Guerrero,  "Opuscules  et  pamphlets",  vol.  I 
and  II,  Syllepse,  Paris,  1997. 

(6)  Farming  community  that  grew  out  of  the  Mexican  revolution. 

(7)  Guerrero  has  five  regions:  Montana,  Centro,  Tierra  Caliente,  Costa 
Chica  and  Costa  Grande. 

(8)  On  16  January  1994,  President  Zedillo  announced  he  was  going  to 
present  to  Congress  a proposal  for  an  amnesty  for  those  involved  in  the 
Zapatista  insurrection . On  18  January,  in  a text  that  has  become  famous, 
Subcommandante  Marcos  refused,  replying:  "What  have  we  to  be  pardoned 
for?".  See  Subcommandante  Marcos,  Ya  basta!,  Dagorno,  Paris,  1994. 

(9)  National  Liberation  Armed  Forces  (FALN),  People's  Revolutionary 
Armed  Forces  (FARP),  Comando  Francisco  Villa,  Comando  Morelos,  Comandos 
Armados  Mexicanos,  Genaro  Vasquez  Brigade,  Vicente  Guerrero  Brigade, 
Workers'  Self-defence  Brigade,  18  May  Brigade,  Peasants'  Ajusticiamento 
Brigade,  Ricardo-Flores-Magon  Workers'  Revolutionary  Organisation, 

Communist  Cells,  Armed  Organisation  of  the  People,  etc. 

(10)  A massacre  of  45  natives,  allegedly  Zapatistas,  mostly  women  and 
children,  that  took  place  in  Chiapas  on  22  December  1997. 

(11)  Diminutive  of  companeros  (companions  or  comrades). 

(12)  There  are  nevertheless  indirect  links.  The  EPR  has  been  joined  by 


EZLN  dissidents  who  disagreed  with  the  line  taken  by  Subcommandante  Marcos, 
in  particular  the  peace  talks  resumed  in  1995. 

(13)  In  the  state  of  Zacatoca,  the  PRD  took  the  post  of  governor  with 
a PRI  member,  Ricardo  Monreal,  who  changed  sides  at  the  last  minute.  In 
Puebla,  it  put  forward  a candidate,  Ricardo  Villa  Escalera,  a businessman 
who  had  long  been  active  in  the  most  conservative  sections  of  the  National 
Action  Party  (PAN). 
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1.  Celebrate  New  Year's  '99  in  Chiapas!  Help  build  the  school  at  Oventic. 
Come  to  the  misty  mountains  of  southern  Mexico  and  participate  in  a 

profound  cultural  exchange  with  Maya  women  and  men  working  to  win  education 
and  peace  for  their  children!  Leave  Mexico  City  on  Sunday,  Dec.  27,  1998 
and  return  on  Sunday,  Dan.  3,  1998.  Cost  from  Mexico  City  is  $450 
employed;  $375  unemployed/students.  Fundraising  options  are  available  to 
lower  costs. 

Travel  options  from  Mexico  City  include  bus  or  plane;  food  will  be  basic, 
accommodations  rustic;  the  climate  may  be  chilly  and  wet.  However  we 
promise  that  you  will  encounter  a peoples'  love  that  is  rich;  that  your 
hearts  will  be  warm  and  healthy;  and  that  you  will  gain  far  more  than  you 
give.  Participants  may  choose  to  engage  in  physical  school  construction  or 
to  participate  only  in  sports,  language,  culinary,  music,  and  friendship 
exchange.  Letters  and  artwork  exchanges  with  school  children  are 
particularly  encouraged!  Longer  term  volunteer  opportunities  at  the 
secondary  school  at  Oventic  Aguascalienes  II  are  also  now  available  by 
special  arrangement. 

Willingness  to  accept  indigenous  leadership,  collective  participation,  and 
respect  for  Mexican  and  indigenous  laws  required.  Ability  to  laugh  and 
dance  a plus!  No  other  special  physical,  linguistic,  or  educational 
abilities  required,  loin  us  in  the  misty  mountains  of  southern  Mexico! 

Email  or  call  for  applications  today!  Book  your  flights  NOW  to  arrive  in 
Mexico  City  before  Sunday,  Dec.  27,  1998.  DO  IT  NOW!  (619)  232-2841 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

2.  Web  page  update  - see  http://www.igc.org/mexicopeace/ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

3.  School  supplies  sent  on  Pastors'  for  Peace  Caravan 

On  Wednesday,  Nov.  11,  1998  twenty  boxes  of  school  supplies  including 


computers,  laboratory  supplies,  and  musical  instruments  were  loaded  onto 
the  colorfully  painted  bus  which  will  travel  to  Chiapas  and  Nicaragua  as  a 
part  of  the  Pastors  for  Peace  caravan.  We  deeply  appreciate  those  who 
donated  supplies,  attended  the  cultural  event,  our  hosts  at  Back  from 
Tombucktou,  and  especially  the  Pastors  for  Peace. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

4.  Acteal  vigil  on  Sunday,  Nov.  22,  1998  from  6 pm  to  7 pm. 

loin  us  once  again  in  front  of  the  Mexican  consulate  in  Little  Italy  as 
we  continue  our  monthly  protest  and  memorial  about  the  brutal  massacre  at 
Acteal  Chiapas  and  of  all  the  injustice  and  death  visited  on  the  indigenous 
communities.  Share  fellowship  and  news.  Learn  about  the  latest 
information  from  the  meeting  in  Chiapas  with  the  indigenous  leadership  and 
Mexican  civil  society.  Call  (619)232-2841  for  information. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

5.  "Va  por  Chiapas"  Pera  on  Dec.  11,  1998,  5 pm  to  9 pm  at  Whole  Foods  in 
Hillcrest,  San  Diegoj  University  Ave.  at  7th  in  Hillcrest 

Music  and  Poetry! 

! Food  and  Drink! 

Fun  and  solidarity! 

Participate  in  a traditional  South  American  cultural  evening  celebrating 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  with 
San  Diego's  own  Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams  (232-2841). 

Our  organization  sends  volunteers  to  southern  Mexico  to  work  with  the  Maya 
people  in  their  efforts  to  win  human  rights.  Volunteers  will  return  in 
December  to  once  again  work  on  the  first  autonomous  indigenous  junior 
high  school  in  Chiapas,  MEXICO. 

Bring  you  spirit,  your  friends,  and  your  generous  donations  to  support 
human  rights  for  the  Maya  people  of  Chiapas.  Entrance  $7  to  $700. 


Celebra  con  nosotros,  los  Equipos  de  San  Diego  para  la  Construccion  de 
Escuelas  en  Chiapas,  el  50  aniversario  de  la  Declaracion  Universal  de  los 
Derechos  Humanos  en  una  noche  cultural  con  una  tradicional  pena 
sudamericana . Para  mayor  informacion  llama  al  232-2841. 

Nuestra  organizacion  envia  voluntaries  al  sur  de  Mexico  en  solidaridad 
con  los  indigenas  de  Chiapas  en  sus  esfuerzos  por  lograr  el  respeto  de  los 
derechos  humanos  en  Mexico.  Mas  voluntaries  iran  de  nuevo  el  proximo 
diciembre  a apoyar  la  primera  secundaria  autonoma  indigena  en  Oventic, 
Chiapas,  MEXICO. 

Trae  tu  animo,  tus  amigos  y tu  generosa  contribucion  en  apoyo  a los 
derechos  humanos  de  los  indigenas  de  Mexico.  Admision  de  $7  a $700. 


Amnesty  International  is  collecting  signatures  for  a pledge  to  support 
this  very  important  United  Nations  declaration.  Amnesty  already  has  3 
million  signatures  (real  and  virtual)  world  wide,  and  wants  8 million 
(which  would  be  a significant  proportion  of  the  world's  population  of 
around  6 billion).  The  UN  Secretary  General  has  already  agreed  to  be 
present  either  in  person  or  live  by  satellite  to  receive  the  pledge  as  a 
tangible  statement  of  the  people  of  the  world's  commitment  to  an 
international  agenda  of  human  rights. 

The  most  simple  way  to  add  your  name  to  the  pledge  is  to: 

Send  an  e-mail  to  <udhr50th@amnesty.org.au> 

Put  YOUR  NAME  on  the  SUB3ECT  line, 
with  the  following  text  in  the  message: 

'I  support  the  rights  and  freedoms  in  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights  for  all  people,  everywhere'. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

6.  Letter  to  the  "want  to  be  students"  in  Chiapas 
Nov.  15,  1998 
San  Diego,  CA 

To  the  indigenous  youth  of  Chiapas  who  want  to  be  students. 

To  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  "want  to  be  students"  of  Chiapas, 

To  the  mothers  and  fathers  of  the  "want  to  be  students"  of  Chiapas, 

To  the  aunts  and  uncles  of  the  "want  to  be  students"  of  Chiapas, 


To  the  teachers  of  the  "want  to  be  students"  of  Chiapas, 

To  the  clandestine  spokespersons  of  the  "want  to  be  students"  of  Chiapas 

Dear  friends. 

Although  the  Mexican  government  still  refuses  to  allow  me  to  meet  with  you 
- or  to  walk  at  your  side  along  the  pathways  of  indigenous  Chiapas  - my 
heart  is  with  you.  In  this  moment  as  your  dreams  are  once  again  traveling 
the  mountain  and  jungle  trails  of  southern  Mexico  - people  of  conscience 
around  the  world  are  with  you! 

Several  days  ago  in  San  Diego  supporters  of  the  Oventic  secondary  school 
placed  twenty  boxes  of  schools  supplies  on  the  Chiapas  bound  caravan  of  the 
Pastors  for  Peace.  As  the  buses  and  trucks  carrying  these  supplies  for 
your  new  school  at  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II  rumble  south  along  the  bumpy 
roads  of  Mexico,  we  imagine  that  the  spokespersons  you  have  chosen  to 
represent  you  in  the  new  discussions  are  also  carefully  traveling  along  the 
muddy  trails  toward  Oventic  and  Reality  . The  school  supplies  we  have  sent 
to  the  secondary  school  at  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II  should  arrive  in 
Oventic  at  about  the  same  time  that  the  Red  Cross  picks  up  your 
spokespersons  from  that  tiny  spot  of  peace  in  the  misty  highlands. 

We  hope  and  pray  that  the  dangerous  journey  of  your  leaders  will  be  safe 
and  that  the  new  paths  traveled  by  those  couragous  representatives  will 
clear  the  way  for  the  "want  to  be  students"  of  Chiapas  to  finally  attend 
their  first  autonomous  school  at  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II. 

For  your  belief  that  words  and  rationality  are  more  powerful  than  guns  - we 
are  with  you. 

For  your  conviction  that  education  must  come  even  to  the  most  forgotten  - 
we  are  with  you. 

For  your  patience  in  finding  translators  who  can  help  us  understand  a 
little  of  your  knowledge  - we  are  with  you. 

For  your  insistence  that  there  will  be  no  surrender  in  the  struggle  to 
build  schools  for  children  - we  are  with  you. 

I don't  know  when  I will  personally  be  able  to  return,  but  the  Chiapas 
Schools  Constrution  Teams  are  following  the  instructions  of  your  school 
board  and  education  committee  and  will  return  to  Oventic  Aguascalientes  II 
on  Dec.  28,  1998.  Make  sure  that  your  elementary  students  are  studying 
hard;  insist  that  their  teachers  are  teaching  well,  and  alert  the 
construciton  experts  at  Oventic  that  we  are  coming! 

A new  day  is  dawning  for  education  and  peace  with  justice  in  Chiapas  - and 
we  are  with  you  until  the  victory,  always! 

Por  y para  los  ninos, 

Peter  Brown  aka  PEDRO  CAFE,  Director  / Dkoltavanejetic  ta  Smeltzanel 
Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams  / Chanobjunetic  ta  Chiapas 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

8.  Study  Materials  for  the  National  Consultation  on  the  Proposal  for  an 
Indigenous  Law  by  the  Commission  of  Concordance  and  Peace  and  for  an  End  to 
the  War  of  Extermination 

Responding  to  the  call  by  the  EZLN,  and  with  the  desire  to  be  preparing 
ourselves  for  the  consultation  which  they  called  for,  we  are  presenting  a 
summary  of  what  are  the  most  important  issues,  and  those  which  the 
government  has  reneged  on  which  they  had  already  signed,  and  we  compare 
them  with  what  is  in  the  Cocopa's  legislative  proposal,  which  is  the  one 
accepted  by  the  Zapatistas  as  being  the  one  which  is  closest  to  the  accords 
signed  at  the  first  working  table  in  San  Andres  concerning  Indigenous 
Rights  and  Cultures, 
http: //spin . co .mx/~floresu/FZLN/ 


ORIGINALLY  PUBLISHED  IN  SPANISH  IN  MEXICO 
TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  SPANISH  BY  irlandesa 
FOR  THE  FZLN  AND  NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS 
NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS-N.A.P.To  know  about  us  visit: 
http : //www. nap . cuhm . mx/nap0 . htm 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

9.  SUB.  / NO  SUB. 

A.  Para  estar  al  corriente  sobre  la  escuela  secundaria  de  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II,  con  un  promedio  de  dos  a tres  mensajes  por  mes, 
envianos,  por  favor,  el  siguiente  mensaje  a <mexicopeace@  igc.org>: 

Subscribirme  a los  amig@s  mayas 

B.  Para  recibir  informacion  sobre  la  escuela  secundaria  de  Oventic, 
Aguascalientes  II,  solo  una  vez  al  mes,  mandanos  el  siguiente  mensaje 
a <mexicopeace@igc . org. > : 

Subscribirme  a mexicopeace  <tu  correo  electionico> 

C.  Si  no  deseas  recibir  informacion  sobre  la  secundaria  en  Oventic, 
Aguascalientes  II,  envianos  el  siguiente  mensaje  a cmexicopeace  @ igc.org. 

Suspender  subscripcion  a mexicopeace  <tu  correo  electronico> 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A.  To  receive  updates  about  the  junior  high  school  at  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  messages  every  month, 
please  send  the  following  message  to 

mexi copea ce@igc .apc.org: 

subscribe  maya  penpals  <your  address> 

B.  To  receive  am  update  about  the  junior  high  school  at  Oventic 
Aguascalientes  II 

about  once  a month,  please  send  the  following  message  to 
mexi copea ce@igc .apc.org: 
subscribe  mexicopeace  <your  address> 

C.  If  you  do  now  wish  to  receive  electronic  messages  about  schools  in  Chiapas 

please  send  the  following  message  to  mexicopeace@igc.apc.org: 
unsubscribe  mexicopeace  <your  address> 

D.  If  you  also  want  to  receive  letters  and  news  via  regular  (snail)  mail, 
please  include 

your  name,  street  address,  city,  ZIP,  country,  etc. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Chiapas  Schools  Construction  Teams 

Chanobjunetik  ta  Chiapas  Dkoltavanejetik  ta  Smeltzanel 
Equipos  de  construccion  para  escuelas  en  Chiapas 
Craftsmen's  Hall  AFL-CIO 
3909  Centre  Street 
San  Diego,  CA  92103 

(619)  232-2841  FAX  (619)  232-0500 

<mexicopeace@igc . ape .org>  http://www.igc.org/mexicopeace 

"RE : We  Have  Risen"  

Date:  Sat,  07  Nov  1998  21:34:50  -0600 
From:  "Irma  L.  Muniz"  <aou@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : We  Have  Risen 

Please  distribute  widely. 

The  following  speech  was  given  on  behalf  of  Ramsey  Muniz  at  a Dia  de  La 
Raza  march  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Also  present  was  Reies  Lopez  Tijerina, 

New  Mexico  Chicano  activist  of  the  1960s,  and  advocate  for  the  liberation 
of  our  land. 

The  Land  of  the  Risen 
"We  of  the  21st  Century  Have  Risen" 

On  this  historic  day  of  Mexicano  liberation  and  remembrance,  I am  honored 
to  be  here  experiencing  Mexicano  spirituality  --  love,  wisdom,  truth, 
consciousness,  dignity,  courage,  and  sacrifice  my  beloved  husband  and  I 
both  acknowledge.  For  those  of  you  who  do  not  know  of  Ramsey,  Muniz,  I 


want  to  share  some  of  his  history  with  you.  Ramsey  is  a man  that  has  been 
involved  in  the  liberation  of  our  people  since  he  was  in  the  8th  grade. 
During  his  early  years  he  realized  that  we  were  underrepresented  in  his 
school's  student  council.  For  that  reason  he  ran  for  Student  Council  Vice 
President  and  searched  for  other  candidates  who  would  be  sensitive  to  the 
needs  of  the  majority.  He  not  only  got  elected,  but  he  filled  the  other 
council  positions  with  candidates  of  his  choice.  In  high  school  Ramsey 
was  a talented  football  player.  Corpus  Christi  Miller  High  School  won  the 
state  championship  during  his  years,  and  his  athletic  talent  allowed  him  to 
attend  Baylor  University  in  Waco,  Texas,  and  obtain  a law  degree  from 
Baylor  School  of  Law.  During  his  years  as  a law  student  and  afterwards  as 

an  attorney,  Ramsey  knew  that  the  profession  of  an  attorney  was  not  to  be 
his  sole  destiny.  He  embraced  the  plight  of  his  people,  the  Mexicanos.  He 

represented  us,  helped  many  of  us,  and  spoke  out  against  the  injustices 

that  we  faced.  His  efforts  upset  school  board  elections,  city  council 
elections,  and  state  and  federal  elected  positions  throughout  the  state. 

He  made  it  possible,  during  those  times,  for  the  first  Mexicano  mayor  to  be 
elected  in  Waco,  Texas.  He  believed  then,  and  still  believes  today,  that 
only  through  our  own  political  party  we  would  receive  the  kind  of 
representation  that  is  owed  to  us.  In  1972  and  1974  Ramsey  ran  for 
governor  of  the  state  of  Texas  under  our  political  party  called  the  Raza 
Unida  Party.  In  doing  so  he  and  the  Raza  Unida  Party  activists  changed 
Texas  politics  forever.  His  efforts  and  hard  work  took  him  throughout  the 
state  of  Texas  and  beyond.  Ramsey  ventured  out  by  himself,  to  preach  his 
beliefs  from  Texas  to  New  Mexico,  which  was  under  the  leadership  of  Reies 
Lopez  Tijerina,  our  greatest  advocate  for  the  liberation  of  our  land. 

Ramsey  continued  in  Arizona,  Colorado,  Oregon,  Utah,  California.  Today,  as 
a result  of  his  efforts,  we  have  better  representation  than  we  ever  had 
before.  There  are  many  Mexicano  attorneys,  judges,  and  congressmen. 

It  is  unfortunate  to  say  that  because  of  his  tremendous  impact  and 
following,  today  Ramsey  Muniz  is  a political  prisoner  incarcerated  in 
Leavenworth,  Kansas.  He  now  spends  his  time  researching  books, 
particularly  ancient  manuscripts  which  reveal  truths  about  our  magnificent 
spiritual  and  cultural  roots.  He  shares  his  revelations  and  visions  with 
others  who  are  incarcerated  by  holding  study  classes  (cacalmecas)  which 
help  others  find  a greater  purpose  in  their  spiritual  lives. 

Even  though  Ramsey  is  in  prison  physically,  his  prayers,  penance, 
spirituality,  and  love  are  dedicated  to  the  Mexicano  hearts  that  congregate 
on  this  day  to  celebrate  our  culture,  our  history,  and  our  past.  What  has 
no  past  can  have  no  future.  The  Mexi-Kan  world  of  the  21st  Century  must  be 
composed  of  our  past.  We  are  here  today  not  to  divide,  but  to  unite,  and 
to  heed  the  voices  of  the  past  and  not  allow  our  anger,  passion,  self-hate, 
ignorance  and  pride  to  cloud  our  focus  and  vision  in  reclaiming  and 
honoring  our  sacred  ancient  spiritual,  cultural,  and  indigenous  identities. 

Isn't  it  amazing  that  after  500  years,  as  we  face  insurmountable 
odds  and  adversity,  that  we  continue  to  fulfill  the  legacies  and 
prophecies  from  our  ancient  sacred  spirituality?  It  is  our  destiny.  We 
who  are  here  today  will  continue  to  profess  and  reclaim  the  right  of  our 
happiness  and  freedom,  and  the  essence  this  sentiment  within  us  is  eternal. 

Throughout  my  travels  and  speaking  engagements  in  the  Southwest,  I 
have  come  to  witness  a massive  Mexicano  awakening  of  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  Aztlan  and  our  Holy  Land  of  Mexico  like  never  before.  It  is  not  a 
movement  but  rather  an  awakening  of  Mexi-Kan  consciousness  that  is  not 
dictated  or  controlled  by  the  master  & oppressor,  nor  the  so-called 
political  leaders  that  seek  only  to  profit  for  themselves.  This  awakening 
comes  like  a tidal  wave,  from  the  heart  of  nature,  which  embraces  strength, 
love,  and  sacrifice  of  the  masses  of  our  people.  It  is  the  Mexi-Kan 
spiritual  and  cultural  awakening  of  the  21st  Century.  It  is  the  Rising  of 
the  Sixth  Sun,  for  truly  we  are  the  children  of  the  sun.  We  who  are 
here  today  must  firmly  believe  that  we  must  build  our  own  nation  (Aztlan), 
within  a nation.  We  as  Mexicanos  have  the  unique  intelligence  that  equals 
any  other  nation  in  the  world.  We  of  the  21st  Century  have  the  God  given 
right  as  a free  people  to  elect  our  own  leadership  and  to  govern  ourselves 
as  we  did  once  before  during  our  glorious  ancient  civilization.  Remember 
that  our  roots  and  sense  of  humanity  come  from  the  blood  of  kings  and 


queens  as  we  once  ruled  all  the  Americas.  After  500  years,  we  reunite  to 
experience  and  celebrate  the  ancient  sacred  cultural  & spiritual  history  of 
our  ancestors,  to  share  the  historic  days  of  our  more  recent  heroes  who 
shed  their  blood  and  sacrificed  their  lives.  They  did  this  so  that  we  who 
are  here  could  demonstrate  that  same  courage,  valor,  and  respect,  and  claim 
to  all  nations  in  declaring  that  we  of  the  21st  Century  have  been  awakened 
to  what  is  God-given  to  us  from  birth  - freedom,  justice,  and  the 
liberation  of  our  land.  These  days  of  remembrance  also  provide  us  a 
spiritual  vision  of  Aztlan's  future  as  prophesied  in  our  ancient  documents 
and  symbols. 

We,  la  raza,  have  discovered  that  our  ancient  Nahuatl  name  for  God 
is  Mexi  --  the  Creator.  We  know  from  our  ancient  spiritual  history  that 
Mexi  warned  Ixtacmixcoatl  (Ish-tak-mish-coh-ahtl) , "White  Cloud  Serpent" 
the  Mexicano  Noah,  that  the  flood  would  soon  come  and  that  he  was  to 
prepare  his  family  and  core  of  believers.  He,  Mexi,  would  be  with  them  to 
watch  over  them  and  to  see  that  they  would  live  to  build  a new  and  eternal 
Aztlan.  We  know  that  Aztlan  really  means  "the  land  of  the  risen."  Yes, 
brothers  and  sisters,  we  of  the  21st  Century  have  risen!  Mexi  is  here 
today  watching  over  use  to  see  that  once  more  we  live  to  build  a new  Aztlan 
for  the  youth  and  the  future  generations  of  tomorrow.  Aztlan  is  our 
identity.  You  cannot  escape  from  that  unless  you  escape  from  yourself. 

You  must  remember  that  nationhood  is  not  only  a piece  of  land.  It's  in 
your  blood. 

By  virtue  of  our  spiritual  cultural  history,  we  prevail  with 
Mexi-Kan  pride  on  this  day  because  we  are  an  indigenous  people.  We  are  not 
"aliens."  Our  brothers  and  sisters  from  the  holy  land  of  Mexico  are  not 
aliens.  We  are  not  agents  of  re-discovery.  We  discovered  and  are  rightful 
owners  of  this  land  on  which  we  stand.  We  were  here  first,  we  are  home 
grown  like  the  maiz  that  our  parents  and  grandparents  planted.  We  have 
grown  through  solid  rock  in  population,  within  the  last  thirty  years,  as 
cactus  grows  through  stone.  We  Mexicanos  are  the  faithful.  We  are  here 
today  because  we  have  men  and  women  who  have  kept  their  convenant  with 
Mexi.  Some  have  sacrificed  their  lives  through  uncompromising  commitment. 
Others  still  wait,  though  they  have  not  changed  in  determination.  For 
those  who  wait,  we  share  the  courage  and  strength  that  comes  into  our 
hearts  from  the  spirits  of  the  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun. 

We,  the  Mexi-Kans  of  the  21st  Century,  believe  and  understand 
clearly  in  our  hearts  why  we  are  here,  even  if  the  world  does  not.  The 
oppressor  cannot  be  allowed  to  inherit  the  earth.  As  Mexi's  people,  we  are 
liberators  and  our  duty  is  to  humanity  and  not  to  inhumanity.  Remember 
that  a people  who  have  reached  a spiritual,  cultural,  political  platform, 
such  as  our  ancient  Mexi-Kans,  would  not  have  accepted  a philosophy  of  life 
without  profound  and  significant  values  of  humanity. 

Ever  since  we  received  our  name  from  Mexi,  we  were  given  a spiritual  & 
cultural  mission,  which  was  to  conceive  a new  Aztlan  --  the  mecca  for 
Mexicanos  in  the  21st  Century.  This  mission  began  thousands  of  years  ago. 
One  of  the  greatest  ancient  spiritual  warriors,  Tlacelel,  was  supreme 
council  to  three  Aztec  kings  who  were  responsible  for  the  spiritual  and 
cosmic  process,  which  was  the  examination  and  liberation  of  humanity  - the 
people  of  the  Fifth  Sun.  One  of  our  more  recent  revolutionary  heros, 
Emiliano  Zapata,  said,  "This  Mexicano  revolution  has  not  yet  triumphed.  In 
your  hands  still  is  the  will  and  the  power  to  save.  But  if  unfortunately 
you  do  not,  then  the  shades  of  Cuauhtemoc,  Hidalgo,  and  Duarez  will  shudder 
and  stir  in  their  graves  to  ask,  "what  have  you  done  with  the  blood  of  your 
brothers?" 

We  must  tell  the  world  of  the  spiritual  and  cultural  awakening  of 
the  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun,  because  many  of  us  have  been  converted  or 
otherwise  taught  to  despise  our  ancestral  spiritual  and  cultural  history. 

By  sharing  our  hearts  we  contribute  to  the  understanding  of  our  true  selves 
- nuestra  raza.  In  so  doing,  we  inspire  others  to  gain  a greater 
appreciation  of  our  people.  Those  who  we  reach  will  embrace  noble 
principles  and  ideals,  which  have  been  passed  down  from  the  ancient  peoples 
to  our  modern  spiritual  and  cultural  Mexicayoatl.  Because  of  Mexicayoatl, 
Aztlan  will  live  forever!  The  one  great  all-embracing  quality  that  is 
vital  for  such  a task  is  the  awareness  that  our  mission  is  comes  only 


through  the  grace  of  a divine  soul  --  the  organ  of  a higher  destiny  -- 
divinity.  Such  is  Mexicayoatl.  Nahuatl  power,  our  cultura  and  spiritual 
power,  is  divine  in  origin. 

To  go  from  the  spiritual  to  the  political  is  but  one  step.  Global 
power  struggle  in  our  age  of  absolute  politics  lies  in  culture.  You  cannot 
have  Mexicano  politics  without  culture!  The  general  line,  strategy  and 
tactics  of  a true  Mexicano  political  party  of  the  masses  must  be  Nahuatlan 
conquest  through  our  spirituality  and  culture. 

In  conclusion,  our  spiritual  and  cultural  awakening  of  the  21st 
Century  means  "to  build  the  temple"  for  the  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun." 
Building  the  temple  is  the  key  to  understanding  ourselves  as  a people 
today.  We  are  building  the  temple  by  establishing  a spiritual  foundation 
that  was  prophesied  by  ancient  legacies,  signs  and  symbols.  The  building 
of  the  temple  of  Aztlan  is  not  only  the  condition  of  Nahuatl  culture  and 
its  fruitfulness,  but  a necessity.  It  is  the  struggle  for  universal 
existence,  which  keeps  Nahuatl  culture  alive,  and  opens  to  it  the  doors  of 
creation.  We,  the  Mexicanos,  are  the  creators!  We  are  the  Rising  of  the 
Sixth  Sun! 

Yo  Pedi 

Yo  pedi  fuerza  para  mi  raza  y 

Mexi  me  dia  dificultades  para  hacerme 

mas  fuerte  sirviendo  a mi  raza. 

Yo  pedi  conocimiento  y 

Mexi  me  dia  dilemmas  y complicaciones 

para  resolver  por  mi  raza. 

Yo  pedi  riquezas  y 

Mexi  me  dia  el  poder  del  cerebro  y 

la  inteligencia  para  hacer  lucha  por  mi  raza. 

Yo  pedi  el  amor  y 

Mexi  me  dia  el  destino  de 

la  batalla  de  mi  raza. 

Yo  pedi  favores  y 

Mexi  me  dia  oportunidades  para  servir 

mi  raza  con  libertad  y 

liberacian  de  nuestras  vidas. 

Recibi  nada  de  lo  que  qeria 
Recibi  todo  que  necesitaba  - - 
El  destino,  la  fe,  valor,  amor,  y la 
Espiritualidad  antigua  para  mi  raza. 

Porque  soy  Mexi-Kan 
Sirviente  de  mi  raza. 

Ramiro  R.  Muniz  - Tezcatlipoca 
U.S.P.  Leavenworth 
P.0.  Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048-1000 

"RE : Minnesota  Highway"  

Date:  Thu,  12  Nov  1998  11:05:32  EST 

From:  MOONCLOUD@aol.com 

Sub j : Fwd:  We  Need  Your  Help!!!!! 

Hi  Gary, 

Don't  know  if  I over  looked  this  on  some  of  my  list  mailings,  but  in 
case  not,  thought  I'd  forward  to  you.. 

Take  care. 

Moon 

This  message  was  forwarded  to  you  from  the  NATIVE  AMERICA: 

The  Public  Forum  on  Delphi. 

You  can  view  this  message  and  the  related  discussion  by  following  this  link 
http: //forums . delphi . com/m/main . asp?sigdir=native&mid=1162 


Forum:  NATIVE  AMERICA:  The  Public  Forum 
Sub j : We  Need  Your  Help!!!!! 

From:  dulce  ex(HWAHIR) 

Please  Help  : distribute  and  reprint  to  all  interested  parties  Sacred 
Sites  Oyate.  This  is  a call  to  all  Native  people.  My  name  is  Dim 
Anderson.  I am  the  Cultural  Chairman  of  the  Mdewakanton  Dakota  Community. 
Right  now,  the  Minnesota  Department  of  Transportation  is  about  to  put  an 
unneeded  road  through  our  sacred  land. 

What  they  intend  to  do  is  cut  four  ancient  oak  trees  that  are  planted  in 
the  four  directions.  It  is  a dance  circle  and  the  road  is  going  to  go  right 
over  this  spot.  This  is  against  their  own  federal  laws  in  the  Indian  Rights 
Act.  They  have,  for  the  last  ten  years  been  disturbing  our  grandfather's 
bones  and  sacred  items  in  the  disguise  of  maintenance  to  cover  themselves. 

I am  making  a plea  to  all  my  brothers,  black,  red,  yellow  and  white  in  the 
name  of  the  sacred  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  to  come  to  this  place  and  fight  this 
wrong.  We  have  joined  with  Big  Woods  Earth  First!  in  defending  this  area, 
and  have  held  off  the  bulldozers  for  over  ten  days  now.  We  are  growing 
stronger  every  day.  My  people,  the  Mendota  Dakota  are  the  guardians  of 
this  land  and  the  Blue  Man  has  come  again  to  uproot  these  sacred  trees  that 
are  over  three  hundred  years  old.  They  want  to  destroy  our  artesian  well 
that  has  supplied  our  grandfathers  since  the  beginning  of  time. 

For  more  information  please  contact  me  at  DMKerr9@aol.com  or  612-825-7050. 

We  need  your  help.  Pidamiya  Kodalim  Anderson 

"RE : Lac  Du  Flambeau  Treaty  Run"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Nov  1998  08:34:33  -0600 
From:  "lohn  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  11-13-98 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Tribal  members  concerned  about  treaty  rights  begin  run  to  Washington 

c.  Associated  Press 

11/11/98 

LAC  DU  FLAMBEAU,  Wis.  (AP)  --  Chippewa  Indians  concerned  about  treaty  rights 
began  a relay  run  to  Washington,  D.C.,  Wednesday  with  plans  to  arrive  before 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  hears  arguments  are  heard  in  a Minnesota  dispute. 

Fifty  people,  including  Lac  Du  Flambeau  Chippewa  Tribal  Chairman  Tom 
Maulson,  attended  a spiritual  gathering  at  dawn  on  the  reservation  before  10 
people  embarked  on  the  relay  run,  said  Richard  Matty,  a spokesman  for  the 
tribe . 

The  run  is  expected  to  take  16  days,  followed  by  several  days  of  ceremonies 
in  Washington  before  the  Supreme  Court  hears  oral  arguments  Dec.  2 in  a 
treaty  rights  case. 

At  issue  is  whether  the  Chippewa  retained  off-reservation  rights  to  hunt, 
fish  and  gather  on  land  now  in  Minnesota  that  was  sold  to  the  federal 
government  in  an  1837  treaty. 

Lower  courts  have  ruled  that  eight  Chippewa  bands  retain  those  rights,  but 
the  state  of  Minnesota,  and  several  counties  and  landowners  disagree  and 
have  appealed. 

The  disputed  territory  includes  most  of  Lake  Mille  Lacs  and  all  or  parts  of 
12  east-central  Minnesota  counties. 

The  Lac  du  Flambeau  Chippewa  is  one  of  the  bands  authorized  to  exercise  the 
off -reservation  rights  in  Minnesota. 

The  runners  will  carry  a spiritual  treaty  staff  during  what  is  being  called 
the  Waabanong,  or  " back  to  the  East,  " Run,  organizers  said. 

" Carrying  the  treaty  staff  and  the  prayers  of  our  people  on  foot  to  D.C. 
shows  how  deep  our  commitment  is  to  the  preservation  of  our  treaty  rights,  " 
Maulson  said  in  a statement. 

The  staff  was  given  to  the  Chippewa  people  by  a Lakota  Indian  during  a 


1990  peace  nun  that  ended  on  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  Reservation  in  response 
to  violence  over  the  Chippewa  exercising  off -reservation  rights  to  spear 
walleyes  in  northern  Wisconsin  lakes  each  spring. 

Since  then,  the  staff  has  been  kept  at  the  reservation  and  taken  into 
courtrooms  when  treaty  rights  were  being  litigated,  Maulson  said. 

The  Chippewa  in  Wisconsin  began  exercising  off-reservation  hunting  and 
fishing  rights  in  the  1980s  following  a separate  legal  fight  with  the  state 
over  the  interpretation  of  19th  century  treaties. 

However,  those  legal  battles  never  reached  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  after  the 
state  decided  against  further  appeals. 

The  running  route  goes  through  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  West 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  organizers  said. 

"RE : Former  Cherokee  Eastern  Band  Chief  in  Court"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Nov  1998  08:34:33  -0600 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  11-13-98 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Former  Cherokee  Eastern  Band  principal  chief  in  court 
By  PAUL  NOWELL 
c.  Associated  Press 
11-10-98 

ASHEVILLE  (AP)  Jonathan  Taylor,  once  the  powerful  chief  to  11,000 
members  of  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians,  was  released  on  bond 
Tuesday  after  appearing  in  federal  court  on  charges  of  accepting  bribes 
and  tax  evasion. 

"I'm  not  guilty.  Now  I get  the  chance  to  prove  my  innocence,"  Taylor 
said  after  he  and  his  wife,  Cleo,  were  processed  by  federal  marshals  after 
a brief  hearing  before  U.S.  Magistrate  Judge  Max  Cogburn. 

Last  month,  a federal  grand  jury  charged  the  couple  in  a six-count 
indictment.  Taylor  was  charged  with  three  tax  evasion  and  two  bribery 
counts  and  his  wife  was  charged  with  one  count  of  perjury. 

"I'm  innocent  and  so  is  my  wife,"  said  Taylor,  who  used  a wooden  cane  as 
he  walked  into  the  downtown  courthouse.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
their  grown  daughter.  Savannah  Wilnoty. 

Taylor  smiled  and  said  he  was  relieved. 

"We're  grateful  at  least  we  now  have  the  chance  to  go  before  a judge  and 
12  jurors,"  he  said.  "They  (government  prosecutors)  have  had  four  years  to 
gather  evidence  against  me.  Now  I have  to  prepare  for  my  trial." 

No  trial  date  was  set  during  the  hearing. 

"They  are  out  to  get  him  because  they  are  scared  of  him,"  Mrs.  Taylor 
said  before  getting  into  their  car.  "It's  all  political." 

Several  tribal  members  sat  behind  the  Taylors  in  the  small  third-floor 
courtroom.  One  of  them  was  Ed  Ledford,  who  holds  the  No.  2 post  of  vice 
chief  at  the  reservation. 

"I  have  no  comment,"  he  said  as  he  hurried  out  of  the  courthouse. 

Robert  Taylor,  the  defendant's  younger  brother,  said  he  didn't 
understand  why  his  brother  and  sister-in-law  were  the  only  individuals 
targeted  by  the  grand  jury. 

"What  about  the  others?"  he  said  without  elaborating. 

According  to  the  Oct.  5 indictment,  Taylor  is  charged  with  accepting 
bribes  in  1993  and  1994  while  the  Eastern  Band's  principal  chief.  The 
indictment  also  alleged  he  owes  $53,451  in  federal  income  taxes  he  failed 
to  pay  for  1992,  1993  and  1994. 

Taylor  served  two  terms  as  principal  chief  of  the  tribe  until  he  was 
defeated  by  current  Chief  Doyce  Dugan  in  1995.  He  later  was  removed  from 
the  Tribal  Council  for  using  tribal  employees  to  maintain  his  vehicles  and 
homes . 

The  bribery  charges  accuse  Taylor  of  soliciting  and  accepting  items  of 
value  from  Betty  Estes,  "intending  to  be  influenced  or  rewarded  in 


connection  with  a business  transaction,  or  series  of  transactions  of  the 
Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indian."  The  indictment  said  the  bribes  exceeded 
$10,000  in  value. 

Estes  was  the  former  manager  of  the  tribal  bingo  hall  on  the  reservation, 
according  to  tribal  council  member  Teresa  McCoy. 

The  indictment  charged  Mrs.  Taylor  lied  under  oath  to  a federal  grand 
jury  in  April  about  the  couple's  finances. 

If  convicted,  Taylor  could  face  up  to  10  years  in  prison  and  a maximum 
$250,000  fine  on  each  of  the  bribery  charges  and  up  to  five  years  in 
prison  and  $250,000  fines  on  each  tax  evasion  count. 

The  perjury  charge  against  Mrs.  Taylor  carries  a maximum  five  years  in 
prison  and  a $250,000  fine. 

According  to  the  indictment,  Mrs.  Taylor  testified  that  she  and  her 
husband  received  a total  of  $120,000  in  loans  from  Estes  during  1993  and 
1994. 

Prosecutors  said  Estes  did  not  sign  the  loan  document  Cleo  Taylor 
produced  for  the  grand  jury  and  that  the  $120,000  was  not  a loan. 

Since  Taylor's  departure,  there  have  been  dramatic  changes  at  the 
reservation.  In  the  summer  of  1996,  the  $82  million  Harrah's  Cherokee 
Casino  opened  with  its  1,800  video  gambling  machines,  three  restaurants, 
an  entertainment  arena  and  1,100  year-round  jobs. 

"RE : Alberni  Res  School  Civil  Suit  Resumes"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Oct  1998  02:19:20  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Alberni  Res  School  civil  suit  resumes 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
SCHOOL  ABUSE  LAWSUIT  RESUMES  AS  DEATH  OF  WITNESS  ASSESSED 
Victoria  Times  Colonist,  October  19,  1998,  by  Roger  Stonebanks 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

The  long-running  civil  trial  for  compensation  for  sexual  and  physical  abuse 
of  children  at  the  Alberni  Indian  Residential  School  restarts  today  in  BC 
Supreme  Court  in  Nanaimo.  But  it  will  be  missing  former  school  principal 
John  Andrews  who  wanted  to  testify  again  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the 
abuse  when  he  was  head  of  the  school.  Andrews  died  last  month  in  Port 
Alberni  of  a massive  heart  attack.  He  was  82.  Last  February,  he  testified 
that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  abuse.  But  several  subsequent  witnesses  said 
he  did,  including  Arthur  Henry  Plint,  80,  a former  school  dormitory 
supervisor. 

Plint  was  sentenced  in  1995  to  11  years  in  the  penitentiary  after  pleading 
guilty  to  numerous  sexual  assaults  on  boys.  Justice  Douglas  Hogarth  called 
him  a "sexual  terrorist".  The  civil  suit  was  launched  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  criminal  base  which  stemmed  from  a major  investigation  by  the  RCMP. 
Plint  testified  last  August  that  he  yelled  out  "(expletive)  liar"  when  he 
saw  Andrews  on  television  saying  the  first  time  he  knew  about  the  abuse  was 
when  charges  were  laid.  Plint  said  he  was  fired  by  Andrews  in  1968  but 
didn't  know  why.  Andrews  said  Plint  was  fired  for  breaking  a rule  by  having 
boys  in  his  room.  Plint  then  moved  to  Victoria. 

Nearly  30  former  students  at  the  school,  which  closed  in  1972,  are  suing 
the  federal  government  and  the  United  Church  of  Canada  for  compensation  for 
sexual  assaults.  Chris  Hinkson,  counsel  for  the  United  Church,  said 
Saturday  it  is  "hard  to  say"  how  the  absence  of  Andrews  will  affect  the 
case.  "I'm  not  sure  anything  will  really  change,"  he  said,  noting  that 
Andrews  had  already  testified  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  abuse  when  he 
was  principal.  Andrews  was  present  as  a spectator  when  the  trial  continued 
last  August  but  he  died  Sept.  25.  He  wanted  to  testify  again  to  contradict 
what  subsequent  witnesses  said  of  his  knowledge  of  abuse  at  the  school  at 
the  time. 

The  trial,  meanwhile,  will  continue  over  the  next  two  weeks.  It  will  then 
adjourn  until  April-May  for  another  three  weeks.  The  trial  has  been  divided 


into  three  parts.  In  the  first  stage,  Justice  Donald  Brenner  held  the 
federal  government  and  United  Church  vicariously  liable  as 
employer/operator  of  the  school  for  Plint's  actions.  The  second  stage  is 
dealing  with  direct  liability  and  specific  knowledge.  The  third  stage  is 
assessment  of  damages  which  Brenner  has  estimated  will  take  20  weeks 
starting  in  September  1999.  Brenner  has  urged  the  parties  to  continue 
out-of-court  settlement  discussions.  However,  there  has  been  no  progress 
towards  a settlement.  Hinkson  said  the  plaintiffs  have  not  specified 
settlement  amounts.  "It  is  hard  to  negotiate  in  a vacuum,"  he  said. 


Letters  to  Times-Colonist  - mailto:jknox@victoriatimescolonist.com 
CANADA  - A COUNTRY  BASED  ON  GENOCIDE 

"Genocide  means  any  of  the  following  acts  committed  with  intent  to  destroy, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  a national,  ethnical,  racial  or  religious  group,  as 
such : 

*a)  Killing  members  of  the  group; 

*b)  Causing  serious  bodily  or  mental  harm  to  members  of  the  group; 

c)  Deliberately  inflicting  on  the  group  conditions  of  life  calculated  to 
bring  about  its  destruction,  in  whole  or  in  part; 

d)  Imposing  measures  intended  to  prevent  births  within  the  group; 

*e)  Forcibly  transferring  children  of  the  group  to  another  group." 

--  Convention  for  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of  Genocide,  1948. 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Holiday  to  Recognize  Indians"  

Date:  Sun,  15  Nov  1998  13:54:53  -0600 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  11-15-98 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Holiday  to  recognize  Indians 

c.  Tulsa  World 

11/15/98 

TULSA  (AP)  --  Oklahoma,  whose  name  means  "Land  of  the  Red  People"  in  the 
Choctaw  tongue,  is  paying  tribute  to  its  tribal  population  with  a state- 
sanctioned  day  of  recognition. 

Legislation  that  Gov.  Frank  Keating  signed  in  April  created  Oklahoma 
Native  American  Day  on  the  third  Monday  of  November  each  year. 

"All  citizens  of  this  state  are  requested  to  devote  some  portion  of 
Oklahoma  Native  American  Day  to  commemorate  the  accomplishments  of 
Oklahoma's  Native  Americans,"  according  to  House  Bill  2822.  "Teachers  and 
students  of  the  schools  of  this  state  are  requested  to  observe  the  day 
with  appropriate  activities." 

American  Indians  say  the  occasion  goes  beyond  a token  gesture.  It 
introduces  a time,  they  say,  to  applaud  the  culture  of  the  536,000  Sooner 
residents  who  claim  Indian  heritage. 

Barbara  Warner,  executive  director  of  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Affairs 
Commission,  said  all  eyes  will  be  on  the  Indian  way  of  life  Monday. 
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Mine  owner  says  he  will  sue  state  over  trucking  dispute  with  tribe 

c.  Associated  Press 

11-12-98 

ESPANOLA,  N.M.  (AP)  Gravel-mine  operator  Richard  Cook  says  he  will  "sue 
the  hell  out  of  the  state"  if  state  officials  don't  support  him  in  an 
ongoing  trucking  dispute  with  San  Duan  Pueblo  over  his  mine  in  El  Guique. 

"The  state  of  New  Mexico  should  be  protecting  our  rights  to  use  the 
highways/'  Cook  said  Wednesday.  "They're  not  protecting  our  civil  rights. 
They're  violating  them." 

San  Duan  Pueblo  Lieutenant  Governor  Dennis  Oyenkue  said  today  that  the 
tribe's  attorney  is  looking  into  the  matter  but  wouldn't  comment  further. 

A convoy  of  about  30  trucks  hauling  gravel  from  the  El  Guique  mine  for 
Cook's  company,  Espanola  Transit  Mix,  was  stopped  Tuesday  on  a 2-mile 
stretch  of  N.M.  582  that  passes  through  San  Duan  Pueblo  north  of  Espanola. 

At  the  request  of  pueblo  officials,  two  motor  transportation  division 
officers  from  the  state  Department  of  Public  Safety  stopped  the  trucks. 

The  state  officers  issued  one  weight-limit  citation,  while  tribal  police 
wrote  numerous  citations. 

Both  state  and  tribal  officers  were  enforcing  a 14-ton  weight  limit  on  N. 
M.  582  that  the  pueblo  council  enacted  in  1993.  The  pueblo  has  been 
involved  in  an  ongoing  feud  with  Cook  over  the  environmental  impact  of  his 
gravel  mine. 

But  Cook  said  the  weight  limit  was  passed  by  the  pueblo  solely  to  target 
his  mine  and  his  trucks  and  that  he  would  continue  transporting  gravel  on 
the  road.  A similar  blockade  by  the  pueblo  in  April  1994  succeeded  in 
forcing  Cook  to  switch  his  mining  operations  from  El  Guique  to  a gravel 
pit  in  Velarde. 

At  that  time,  state  officials  refused  to  help  Cook,  saying  the  pueblo 
was  a sovereign  entity  with  authority  over  the  state  highway  on  pueblo 
land . 

"(Pueblo  officials)  confiscated  our  trucks  (in  1994),  and  we  yelled  to 
the  state  for  help  and  didn't  get  it,"  Cook  said. 

Cook  contends  that  the  pueblo  has  no  authority  to  enact  its  own  weight 
limit  on  a state  highway,  even  if  the  highway  passes  through  pueblo 
territory . 

"The  highway  department  has  put  no  weight  restrictions  on  that  road,"  he 
said.  "I  don't  know  why  they  are"  stopping  the  drivers. 

Pete  Rahn,  secretary  of  the  state  Highway  and  Transportation  Department, 
said  Wednesday  his  department  has  not  set  a weight  limit  on  that  2-mile 
stretch  of  N.M.  582. 

Still,  Rahn  said  his  department  wouldn't  get  involved  in  the  dispute 
because  a federal  court  would  have  to  decide  who  has  jurisdiction  over  the 
highway  on  pueblo  lands.  That  means  Cook  would  have  to  sue  the  pueblo,  or 
vice  versa,  in  federal  court  to  resolve  the  issue,  Rahn  said. 
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Gambling  Payments 
c.  Associated  Press 
11-11-98 

SANTA  FE  (AP)  Gambling  payments  from  Indian  casinos  totaled  more  than 


$8.1  million  this  quarter,  the  state  treasurer's  office  said. 

The  last  of  the  payments,  from  Tesuque  Pueblo,  was  received  Tuesday. 

The  tribe  paid  the  state  $1,225,620  $999,020  in  revenue  sharing  and 

$226,600  in  fees.  That  brought  to  $8,173,599  the  total  from  the  nine 
pueblos  that  made  the  payments,  the  treasurer's  office  said. 

Two  other  tribes  with  casinos,  the  Mescalero  Apaches  and  Dicarilla 
Apaches,  have  refused  to  make  the  payments  required  in  state-tribal 
agreements  signed  last  year. 

Those  compacts  require  gambling  tribes  to  pay  the  state  each  quarter  16 
percent  of  their  slot  machine  proceeds  plus  fixed  regulatory  fees. 

Some  tribes  have  been  paying  at  a lower  rate;  all  the  tribes  contend 
that  the  revenue  requirements  are  illegally  high. 

The  deadline  for  payments  was  Oct.  26.  The  treasurer's  office  said 
Tuesday  it  received  a check  Oct.  30  from  Acoma  Pueblo  for  $279,632;  the 
other  pueblos  had  paid  earlier  that  week. 

Acoma  provided  no  breakdown  of  the  payment  and  apparently  paid  its 
revenue  sharing  at  the  5 percent  rate  provided  in  1995  compacts  that  were 
ruled  invalid  by  state  and  federal  courts. 

- "RE:  Ninilchik  Tribe/Feds  in  Standoff"  

Date:  Sun,  15  Nov  1998  13:54:53  -0600 
From:  "3ohn  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  11-15-98 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Ninilchik  tribe,  feds  in  standoff 

c.  Associated  Press 

11-12-98 

ANCFIORAGE  (AP)  Federal  officials  and  Ninilchik  tribal  leaders  are  headed 
for  conflict  this  month  over  the  tribe's  election  procedures  and  its  use 
of  federal  funds. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  threatens  to  cut  off  federal  contracts  with 
the  Ninilchik  Traditional  Council  on  Nov.  30  unless  the  bitterly  divided 
tribe  agrees  to  hold  new  elections  and  provide  more  information  about  how 
it  has  spent  federal  money. 

Meanwhile,  the  agency  has  asked  the  Interior  Department's  inspector 
general  to  undertake  a "full-blown  review"  of  Ninilchik' s federal 
contracts,  said  BIA  Alaska  director  Niles  Cesar. 

Ninilchik  tribal  officials  say  the  BIA  violated  the  tribe's  sovereignty 
by  declaring  previous  tribal  elections  invalid. 

"The  BIA  is  interfering  with  a Native  government  in  a way  that  would 
never  happen  if  it  were  a non-Native  government,"  said  David  Case,  the 
tribe's  lawyer. 

The  BIA  began  probing  the  Peninsula  tribe's  contracts  last  summer  after 
receiving  complaints  from  dissidents.  Tribal  leaders  deny  charges  of 
nepotism  and  conflict  of  interest. 

One  of  the  concerns  cited  by  BIA  is  the  fact  that  10  dissidents  have 
been  "disenrolled"  from  the  tribe.  Tribal  leaders  said  the  dissidents  had 
tried  to  take  documents  and  form  a rival  council. 

"I  think  many  tribes  feel  the  government  should  not  intrude  in  their 
internal  affairs,  and  we  would  agree  with  that.  But  this  is  a normal 
perusal  of  records  to  make  sure  the  government's  money  has  been  properly 
accounted  for,"  Cesar  said. 

At  risk  is  a $120,000  annual  contract  with  BIA  and  some  $500,000  in 
Indian  Health  Service  funds,  Cesar  said.  BIA  officials  have  raised  several 
concerns,  including  a no-bid  contract  for  administrative  services  to  the 
tribe's  chairman,  Gary  Oskolkoff,  and  the  possible  misuse  of  federal  funds 
for  legal  fights  triggered  by  internal  power  struggles. 

Underlying  the  financial  concerns  is  a question  of  the  tribal  council's 
legitimacy.  The  BIA  says  it  has  concluded  most  past  elections  did  not  have 
a quorum,  as  required  by  the  tribe's  constitution.  That  problem  alone 


renders  the  contracts  invalid,  the  BIA  says. 

The  tribe's  leaders  contend  that  such  a procedural  shortcoming  wouldn't 
be  challenged  years  later  for  a municipality  like  Anchorage,  Case  said. 

- — "RE:  Wolverine's  Appeal  Denied"  

Date:  Tue,  10  Nov  1998  16:54:47  -0800 
From:  Eva  Lyman 

Sub  j : Wolverine's  Appeal  denied 

Judge  slams  appeal  door  shut 
Eva  Lyman 

On  October  27  counsel  George  Wool  went  to  the  B.C.  Court  of  Appeal  to 
make  an  application  for  appeal  on  behalf  of  his  client,  Jones  Ignace, 
aka  Wolverine.  The  basis  of  this  appeal  was  to  be  colour  of  right,  and 
self-defense.  Shortly  after  the  Court  session  opened,  presiding  Madame 
Justice  Southen  dropped  an  unexpected  bombshell  on  Mr.  Wool  and  his 
client,  when  she  stated  that  all  appeals  in  this  case  were  disallowed 
by  a court  order  of  Dune  16,  1998.  Mr.  Wool's  response  made  it  clear 
that  he  had  not  been  made  aware  of  this  development,  nor  were  he  and 
his  client  given  a chance  to  be  present  or  submit  a response  to  the 
court  order. 

The  chronology  of  events  from  the  date  of  conviction  to  the  present  is 
interesting. 

+ May  20,  1997  --  conviction  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  case.  The 
most  severe  sentence  is  meted  out  to  Wolverine:  8.5  years.  Four  years 
are  subtracted  for  his  already  2 years  of  incarceration  to  that  point. 

* Duly  7,  1997  --  Wolverine,  OD  Pitawanakwat,  and  Shelagh  Franklin  file 
notices  of  appeal,  challenging  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  None  of 
the  appellants  sought  to  appeal  from  sentence. 

Subsequently,  Wolverine  and  OD  filed  amended  notices  of  appeal, 
raising  other  grounds  along  with  an  appeal  against  sentence. 

* December  11,  1997  --  through  an  ironic  twist  of  fate,  on  the  same  date 
that  the  Supreme  court  decision  came  down  on  the  Delgamuukw  case. 
Wolverine  and  Pitawanakwat  were  again  in  BC  Court,  appearing  before 
Chief  Justice  McEachern  in  order  to  withdraw  the  amended  notice  of 
appeal . 

At  that  time.  Chief  Justice  McEachern  stated  most  emphatically  that 
Wolverine  and  OD  Pitawanakwat  could  reinstate  the  appeal  against 
sentence  in  the  future.  In  his  oral  reasons  for  judgment  McEachern 
stated:  "I  am  not  persuaded  that  that  is  in  your  interest  to  do  so, 

(give  up  the  appeal  on  colour  of  right,  and  self-defense)  and  I believe 
that  they  are  wrong  in  thinking  that  you  cannot  have  both  appeals, ...  and 
in  my  view  this  Court  should  give  very  careful  consideration  to  allowing 
you  subsequently  to  apply  for  an  order  to  extend  the  time  to  file  those 
Notices  of  Appeal  and  to  proceed  with  those  appeals  if  at  some  time  in 
the  future  you  think  you  would  like  to  deal  with  them  on  the  grounds 
originally  filed." 

Understandably,  Wolverine  considered  his  chances  in  this  appeal  to  be 
excellent . 

* December  19,  1997 

Crown  prosecutor  entered  an  order  that  the  appeal  on  conventional 
grounds  be  withdrawn  (as  per  December  11,  1997) 

* February  5th,  1998,  a court  order  is  made  by  Madam  Justice  Rowles, 
with  Charles  Willms  counsel  for  the  Attorney  General  of  B.C.,  to  cancel 
appeal  on  conventional  grounds.  It  is  not  "perfected"  then,  however, 
but  lies  in  wait  until  Dune  16,  1998. 

* May  14,  1998  --  the  appeal  on  jurisdictional  grounds  (the  one  filed 
Duly  7,  1997)  was  denied  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada 

* Dune  16,  1998  - The  Court  Order  initiated  on  February  5,  1998  is 
"perfected"  --  that  is,  put  into  force.  This  Court  Order  makes  it 
impossible  for  Wolverine  to  appeal  his  sentence  on  the  conventional 
grounds  of  colour  of  right  and  self-defense.  The  statement  regarding 
revisiting  the  appeal  made  by  Chief  Justice  McEachern  in  his  Oral 


Reasons  for  Judgment  prove  to  be  meaningless. 

During  a September  visit  at  Matsqui,  Wolverine  told  this  writer  that 
he  has  an  excellent  chance  to  win  his  appeal.  He  says  McEachern  as  much 
as  promised  it.  He  was  clearly  not  aware  of  any  court  order  being  passed 
in  Dune  prohibiting  future  appeals. 

During  the  October  1998  court  session,  Mme  Justice  Southen  first  tried 
to  tell  Mr.  Wool  that  the  Supreme  Court  denial  of  the  jurisdictional 
appeal  on  May  14  closed  the  door  to  all  appeals.  Mr.  Wool  then  brought 
up  the  statement  of  the  Chief  Justice  offering  an  extended  time  for 
Wolverine  to  file  a conventional  appeal,  and  promising  latitude  in 
considering  it.  It  was  here  that  Madame  Justice  dropped  the  bombshell 
court  order  information,  of  which  neither  Wolverine,  nor  Mr.  Wool  were 
made  aware  beforehand. 

Mr.  Wool  tried  to  proceeded  with  his  arguments  regarding  the 
applicability  of  colour  of  right  and  self  defense  regardless.  The 
Court  countered  that  given  the  fact  that  Mr.  Ignace  never  took  the 
stand,  all  information  regarding  his  beliefs  and  state  of  mind  regarding 
self  defense  and  "colour  of  right  was  essentially  hearsay  anyway,  and 
therefore  not  acceptable.  After  a brief  15  minute  deliberation  the 
Court  denied  the  request  for  appeal. 

Outside  the  court  room,  Mr.  Wool  stated  that  the  order  of  June  16  should 
not  have  gone  ahead  without  his  presence,  and  without  Wolverine  being 
made  aware  of  it.  "It  just  isn't  right  he  said.  Questioned  further,  he 
said  "The  Court  can  do  whatever  they  please,  but  Mr.  Ignace  should  have 
been  represented  at  that  point.  I should  have  been  there,  and  he  should 
have  been  notified.  This  is  going  back  to  'rough  justice'". 

This  last  decision  puts  an  end  to  Wolverine's  chances  to  win  an 
appeal.  He  will  be  exploring  other  possibilities,  for  example  being 
released  back  to  his  community  under  the  new  section  84  legislation. 

Mr.  Wool  will  also  be  helping  Wolverine  in  his  efforts  to  obtain 
transfer  to  a minimum  security  institution,  probably  Elbow  Lake. 

Letters  of  support  can  be  sent  to  Wolverine  as  follows: 

Mr.  Wm.  Jones  Ignace 
P.0.  Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  B.C. 

V2S  5X8 

Supporters  should  urge  Corrections  Canada  to  allow  Wolverine  to  return 
to  his  community  under  section  84  legislation.  The  address  of  the 
Parole  Board  is: 

Pacific  Regional  Office 
305  - 32315  S Fraser  Hwy 
Abbotsford,  B.C. 

V2T  1W6 

Fax:  (604)  870  - 2498 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  16  November  1998  23:14:49  -0400 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 


you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Smith,  Christopher  P. 
#215-786 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  6/24/58 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Smith,  Markham  Lee 
#213-336  - 5 Dorm 
PO  Box  69 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  7/31/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Smith,  0.  Keith 
#254-706 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  9/6/41 
Ancestry:  Cheyenne 

Stevens,  Anthony 
#276-306 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/6/67 
Ancestry:  Sioux 

Stevenson,  Danny  3oe 
#180-053 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/9/45 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Smith,  Leslie  Allen 
#13598  ACH-333 
PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  9/15/50 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Smith,  Michael  Scott 
#170-098 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  2/19/63 
Ancestry:  Mescalero  Apache 

Smith,  3r.,  Harold  Leon 
# A247-081 
PO  Box  7010  - 2A 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  10/26/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee  / Shawnee 

Stevens,  Tracy  Scott 
#315-672  WTFN  7-E-7 
1453  15th.  St. 

Pineville,  LA  71360 
Date  of  Birth:  8/14/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Stiles,  Sam 
#247-202 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Ancestry:  Kiowa 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  lones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"03"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Fri,  6 Nov  1998  06:51:25  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  80 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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0 DEAR  old  dull  November, 

They  don't  speak  well  of  you; 
They  say  your  winds  are  chilling. 
Your  skies  are  seldom  blue. 

It  isn't  fair!  November. 

They  quite  forgot  to  speak 
About  the  wealth  of  color 
On  each  round  apple's  cheek. 

How  yellow  is  each  pumpkin 
That  in  the  meadow  lies. 

Almost  as  good  as  sunshine. 

And  better  far  for  pies. 

THE  GAME  WITH  HARVARD. 


Even  those  people  who  do  not  favor  football  are  anxious  to  know  how 
the  Indians  come  out  in  playing  such  great  colleges  as  Harvard,  Yale, 
Cornell,  etc.  Last  Saturday  we  played  Harvard  at  Cambridge,  losing  the 
game  by  a score  of  11  to  5.  Long  accounts  of  the  playing  of  the  Indians 
were  given  in  the  most  prominent  papers,  from  which  we  glean  the 
following: 

It  was  a gray,  lowering  day,  and  a damp  drizzle  began  to  fall  an  hour 
before  it  was  time  for  play.  This  developed  into  a drizzling  rain, 
which  fell  heavier  and  heavier  as  the  play  progressed.  This,  however, 
did  not  deter  8000  people  from  braving  pneumonia  to  see  the  game. 
Wheelock,  the  Indians'  best  tackle,  looking  even  taller  than  usual  in 
his  blue  uniform,  was  with  the  team,  but  as  he  was  suffering  with  a 
stiff  knee  he  did  not  get  into  the  contest.  Bemus  Pierce  was  moved  to 
right  tackle  and  Scott  was  a substitute  put  in  at  left  guard.  Seneca 
was  also  in  poor  shape  and  Cayou  replaced  him  in  the  second  half. 

Miller,  too,  was  suffering  with  a badly-wrenched  knee,  and  although 
reinjured  several  times,  gamely  stuck  to  the  game,  giving  no  sign  that 
he  was  not  in  the  best  of  condition. 

In  spite  of  these  drawbacks  the  Indians  gave  their  white  opponents  the 
tussle  of  the  season.  Harvard  had  all  the  luck  with  them,  and  their 
misplays  did  not  tell  against  them  as  was  the  case  with  the  Indians. 

Had  fortune  not  been  so  overwhelmingly  with  the  Crimson,  a tie  might 
easily  have  resulted.  The  line,  which  was  supposed  to  be  gaining 
strength,  was  ripped  from  end  to  end  by  the  Carlisle  backs,  and  the  two 
Pierce  boys  went  sailing  through  for  gain  after  gain.  Carlisle  also  did 
some  profitable  business  at  the  ends. 


Once  on  twice  he,  (Boal)  met  Bemus  Pierce  in  full  flight  and  then  he 
sat  down  as  if  he  had  been  struck  by  an  express  train. 

Several  times  Carlisle  got  Harvard  on  the  run  and  it  was  only  by  the 
fiercest  kind  of  playing  that  their  advance  was  stopped. 

NOT  PLAYED  BY  BRUTES. 

Our  Captain  Hudson  in  his  article  to  the  Philadelphia  Press  says: 

Carlisle  made  a costly  fumble  when  on  her  10  yard  line.  Harvard 
gaining  possession  of  the  ball  and  soon  afterward  rushing  it  over  for  a 
touchdown.  Carlisle  was  handicapped  by  the  absence  of  her  giant  left 
guard,  Wheelock,  who  could  not  go  into  the  game  on  account  of  an 
operation  performed  on  his  leg  during  the  morning.  Scott,  who  filled 
the  position,  did  good  work,  considering  his  position  is  at  right 
guard.  Harvard's  plays  were  directed  at  this  spot,  but  at  each  instance 
this  was  strongly  backed  up  by  Metoxen,  Carlisle's  redoubtable 
fullback.  Time  and  again  the  Harvard's  guard,  Boal,  ws  sent  through  the 
center  and  each  time  Metoxen  was  found  ready. 

Both  teams  were  compelled  to  punt  on  third  downs.  In  this  department 
Carlisle  was  outclassed  at  each  exchange  of  kicks. 

Those  who  claim  that  football  is  only  played  by  brutes,  have  but  to 
witness  a game  played  by  gentlemen.  There  was  nothing  to  mar  the  clean 
work  by  both  teams. 


Disciplinarian  Thompson  says  in  his  Press  article: 

The  field  was  very  slippery,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the 
backs  kept  their  feet.  Pierce  kicked  off  for  the  Indians  and  Harvard 
returned  the  ball.  Then  began  one  of  the  cleanest  and  finest 
exhibitions  of  football  under  unfavorable  weather  conditions  that  it  has 
been  my  pleasure  to  have  witnessed. 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  P.0,  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


A Wissahickon,  Philadelphia,  subscriber  says:  "Without  the  HELPER'S 
pleasant  little  notes  every  week  I would  certainly  be  at  a loss." 

The  Report  Number  of  the  Red  Man  is  mailing.  It  contains  eleven 
illustrations  from  new  plates.  Single  copies  five  cents.  Address  Red 
Man . 

The  man  who  had  the  job  of  trimming  by  hand-saw  the  top  of  the 
half-mile  of  tightboard  fence  around  the  athletic  field  had  no  playful 
task  before  him. 

The  Red  Man  office  is  in  possession  of  a complimentary  copy  of  "Red 
Patriots:  The  Story  of  the  Seminoles,"  by  Charles  H.  Coe.  It  is  replete 
with  half-tome  illustrations  and  attractive  in  style.  Coming  just 
before  going  to  press  we  have  not  yet  read  the  book. 

Question  for  debate  tonight  in  the  Susan  Longstreth  Literary  Society 


is:  Resolved,  that  the  average  young  man  of  today  has  greater 
opportunities  to  make  life  a success  financially  than  his  forefathers. 
Affirmative,  Eliza  Smith  and  Nettie  Buckles;  Negative,  Mamie  Ryan  and 
Mary  Barada. 

A leak  in  the  drainpipe  underneath  the  granolithic  floor  of  the 
laundry  took  away  part  of  the  deep  fill  and  caused  the  floor  to  sink  and 
break,  so  that  a piece  10x50  ft.  had  be  replaced  by  the  company  who  made 
it  in  the  first  place.  Laundry  work  had  to  come  to  a standstill  for  a 
time. 

In  the  sewing  department  under  Miss  Hulme's  superintendency,  there  are 
from  35  to  45  girls  daily  to  manage.  They  do  the  sewing  for  the  school 
outside  of  what  is  done  in  the  tailor  shop.  A monthly  report  of  work 
done  is  sent  to  the  office,  and  some  of  the  items  on  the  October  report 
worthy  of  note  were  as  follows:  Manufactured  82  ticking  aprons,  40  check 
aprons,  185  night  shirts,  80  caps,  92  dresses,  235  sheets,  275  check 
shirts,  175  canton  flannel  drawers,  290  towels,  31  pillow  cases; 
repaired  682  articles  of  underwear,  389  dresses,  103  trousers,  etc. 

Miss  M.S.K.  of  Schenectady,  N.Y.  sends  a nice  subscription  list  and 
says:  "Not  wishing  to  withdraw  my  support  from  so  good  a little  paper 
and  wishing  ever  to  show  interest  in  our  respected  Indian  population 
especially  those  in  your  very  good  school.  Hurrah  for  them  all  and  the 
ball  team  that  wins  so  often  when  given  fair  play." 

A Hallow  E'en  party  was  held  in  the  Forster,  Pauli,  and  Weekley 
apartments,  on  Monday  evening.  The  invitation  was  general,  hence  the 
party  was  largely  attended.  There  was  fun  and  no  end  of  fun.  The 
artistic  invitation,  hand-painted  and  hand-lettered  on  fashionable 
brown,  and  placed  on  the  club  door  was  a forecast  of  what  was  to  be 
enjoyed . 

Melinda  Thomas  is  dining-room  matron  at  the  Lc  du  Flambeau  school  in 
Wisconsin,  and  she  says  that  she  enjoys  her  work  very  much,  but  she 
often  thinks  of  the  happy  days  spent  at  Carlisle.  She  does  not  believe 
there  is  a happier  time  in  life  than  when  boys  and  girls  are  at  school. 
"One  would  not  think  so,"  she  says,  "until  engaged  in  the  struggling 
path  of  life  for  herself.  I have  the  best  wishes  for  Carlisle  and  all 
its  workers." 

Mrs.  Bard,  who  arrived  with  some  pupils  from  the  Santee  Agency  a few 
weeks  since,  and  who  has  been  visiting  at  her  former  home  in  Waynesboro, 
stopped  off  at  the  school  on  her  return  to  Nebraska,  on  Wednesday.  She 
took  an  interest  in  all  that  she  saw  and  believes  that  the  farther  away 
from  home  the  better,  if  rapid  and  substantial  progress  is  to  be  made  in 
the  line  of  educating  Indians  for  usefulness. 

The  school  will  hold  a State  election  next  week.  There  will  be  ten  or 
twelve  wards  with  election  booths  opened.  Each  student  will  pay  his  tax 
and  be  registered  sixty  hours  before  election.  The  various  candidates 
are  being  represented  before  the  school  this  week  in  earnest  fair  and 
dispassionate  statement  of  the  political  situation  in  Pennsylvania.  It 
has  been  very  amusing  as  well  as  instructive.  The  interest  is  great. 

Misses  Anna  Pratt,  Cutter,  Wood  and  Weekley  drove  out  to  Hunters'  Run, 
Saturday,  and  called  on  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe.  They  report  that  a 
delightful  lunch  was  served  by  Mrs.  Howe  who  said  she  was  glad  to  see 
her  old  friends  fro  the  school.  Mrs.  Howe  has  become  acquainted  with  a 
number  of  our  boys  who  have  gone  to  her  mountain  home  to  recuperate. 

The  party  report  that  the  mountains  were  gorgeously  colored  in  autumnal 
foliage. 

The  idea  of  the  Indian  at  football  not  being  able  to  control  his 
temper!  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  smiles  at  such  statements.  What 
people  on  earth  have  a better  command  of  self  when  it  comes  to  temper  or 
to  outward  demonstration  of  inward  feeling?  The  writer  has  seen  an  old 
Indian  chief  enter  a Doctor's  office,  pick  up  a bottle  of  ammonia, 
thinking  it  was  perfumery  of  which  the  Indians  are  very  fond,  take  a 
whiff  strong  enough  to  knock  an  ordinary  person  down,  and  with  placid 
face  giving  no  indication  of  the  severity  of  the  nasal  dose,  hand  it  to 
his  companion.  Oh,  no!  The  white  man  may  accuse  the  Indian  of  other 
failings  but  when  it  comes  to  self-command  the  Indian  stands  head  and 
shoulders  above  the  white  man. 
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Miss  Ely  returns  tonight. 

Oh!  For  a nice  day  tomorrow! 

The  Dickinson  game  tomorrow  on  our  new  field. 

The  admission  to  the  game  tomorrow  will  be  25  cents. 

The  new  steps  in  front  of  the  dining  hall  is  a great  improvement. 

The  monthly  exhibition  last  evening  was  in  readiness  as  we  went  to 
press . 

It  is  only  a coward  who  will  make  a great  hurrah  over  a man  that  is 
DOWN. 

Pumpkins  galore!  Pumpkin  pie  occasionally  all  winter  is  the  promise 
of  a good  crop. 

The  new  dress  of  fresh  paint  that  is  going  on  the  dining  hall  exterior 
helps  appearances. 

Our  four  new  Alaskan  girls  take  hold  as  though  they  have  had  good 
training  and  meant  business. 

Mr.  Dandridge  of  the  culinary  department,  has  been  under  the  weather 
for  a few  days,  but  is  again  out. 

Boys!  Don't  make  game  of  a man  who  is  down  through  an  injury.  You 
don't  know  how  badly  he  may  be  hurt. 

John  Garrick  has  made  by  himself  in  sepia,  an  excellent  portrait  of 
President  McKinley.  For  a first  effort  it  is  considered  quite 
remarkable. 

Debates  appear  to  be  in  the  air.  On  Wednesday  evening  during  study 
hour  the  Seniors  discussed  the  political  campaign  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  football  team  is  doing  private  practice  this  week  and  may  surprise 
the  Dickinson  team  with  new  and  mysterious  signals,  tomorrow. 

Alex.  Upshaw,  '97,  who  has  been  an  employee  at  the  Crow  Creek  Boarding 
School,  Montana,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Rosebud  Boarding  School,  in 
South  Dakota. 

Tomorrow  the  Dickinson  students  will  occupy  one  side  of  the  grounds 
and  their  Indians  the  opposite.  Who  says  there  will  not  be  some  tall 
hooting! 

The  Duniors  have  presented  a beautiful  picture  of  our  National  Capitol 
to  Room  No.  11,  which  will  ever  be  an  inspiration  to  the  Civil 
Government  classes. 

The  small  boys'  quarters  which  have  been  the  natural  color  of  brick 
are  taking  on  the  uniform  dress  of  the  other  buildings,  under  the  brush 
of  deft  workmen. 

The  game  tomorrow  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  the 
season,  as  Dickinson  has  been  playing  some  fine  ball  this  year  and  so 
have  our  boys. 

The  literary  society  detail  this  evening;  Invincibles,  Mrs.  Sawyer  and 
Miss  Barclay;  Standards,  Miss  Burgess  and  Miss  Carter;  Susans,  Mr. 
Beitzel  and  Mr.  Ralston. 

The  class  of  '01  held  its  first  debate  last  Thursday  evening  on  the 
question:  Resolved,  that  the  Philippine  Islands  should  be  annexed  to  the 
United  States.  The  affirmative  won. 

From  a postal  card  directing  change  of  HELPER  address  we  learn  that 
Mr.  B.F.  Bennett  has  been  transferred  from  Ft.  Shaw  Mont,  to  the 
Sisseton  Boarding  School,  South  Dak.  How  the  field  workers  do  move 
about ! 

Mr.  Dohn  Frost  put  in  some  heavy  work  in  decorating  with  crystal  white 
the  outstanding  plants,  yesterday  morning. 

John  Edwin  Bakeless  and  Albert  Weber  have  started  to  kindergarten  in 
town.  They  go  and  come  with  caretakers. 

The  Gettysburg  photograph  of  the  party  who  went  there  a few  weeks  ago, 
is  on  exhibition  in  Miss  Ely's  office  and  ready  for  orders. 

Mrs.  Pratt  has  kindly  consented  to  give  her  experiences  at  Mrs. 
McKinley's  reception  in  Philadelphia  before  the  Susans  this  evening. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Emerick  of  town,  with  Mrs.  R.  S.  Randall,  of  Newville,  and 
Mrs.  Class  of  New  York  and  others  formed  a party  of  visitors  yesterday. 

John  Wapito  and  George  Wasson  from  the  Pacific  Coast  entered  our 
school  this  week.  The  latter  has  been  a student  of  Chemawa,  Oregon,  and 


plays  in  the  band. 

The  rush  in  the  sewing  department  these  days  is  underwear  for  the 
large  boys.  The  girls  turn  out  garments  by  the  hundred,  made  in  the 
most  approved  and  strongest  way. 

In  no  department  does  a new  detail  work  with  so  many  unmentionable 
inconveniences  and  hard  trials  as  the  dining  room  detail.  The  new  girls 
just  in  are  doing  well. 

Miss  Mary  Stoner  of  Highspire,  who  is  eighty  three  years  of  age 
renewed  her  subscription  for  the  HELPER  this  week  and  says  she  is  much 
pleased  with  the  little  paper. 

Mr.  Roll  Burkholder,  of  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.  was  among  the  visitors  on 
Wednesday.  He  has  not  visited  Carlisle  for  twenty  years,  and  when  a boy 
was  a school  mate  of  Mr.  Gardner. 

Miss  Shaffner,  for  the  present,  is  reading  to  her  girls  a few  minutes 
before  study  hour  when  gathered  for  prayers,  one  of  Charles  Sheldon's 
wonderful  books,  "Richard  Hardy's  Seven  Last  Days." 

The  little  button  hole  worker  used  on  the  rougher  work,  in  the  sewing 
room  such  as  check  shirts  and  canton-flannel  underwear  is  a little 
wonder  and  saves  thousands  of  stitches  daily  that  used  to  be  done  by 
hand . 

A Typo-Gooso  football  game  is  in  sight.  That  is,  the  printers  and 
tailors  of  the  school  are  planning  to  line  up  against  each  other.  If 
the  goose  does  not  quack  they  may  have  the  "devil"  to  pay,  who  knows? 

The  game  promises  ot  be  an  interesting  one. 

Tonight,  the  Standards  will  debate:  Resolved,  That  the  discovery  of 
gold  in  Klondike  has  been  beneficial  to  the  United  States.  Affirmative, 
lames  Raleigh  and  Casper  Alfred;  Negative,  Robert  McArthur  and  Allen 
Blackchief . 

Teachers'  meeting  is  now  being  held  from  four  to  five  on  Tuesday 
afternoons.  They  will  finish  the  study  of  Dewey's  "Educational  Creed" 
this  week  and  then  continue  for  a few  weeks  in  Froeble's  "Education  of 
Man"  the  chapter  on  the  "Boyhood  of  Man." 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Mrs.  Corbett  is  at  her  home  on  Bedford  St. 
quite  ill.  She  is  such  a valuable  hand  in  the  sewing  department  that 
she  is  greatly  missed.  Mrs.  Corbett  has  been  a member  of  the  working 
force  of  the  school  for  about  eighteen  years,  and  it  is  hoped  she  will 
soon  recover. 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


We  have  received  by  postal  card  these  questions: 

1.  How  many  attend  Carlisle  School? 

2.  What  principal  deity  do  the  unconverted  Indians  worship? 

Answer  to  the  1st:  We  have  on  our  rolls,  883  pupils:  395  girls  and  488 
boys.  Of  these  289  are  out  in  country  homes  going  to  the  public 
schools . 

2.  We  believe  that  all  Indians,  even  those  in  the  most  barbarous 
state,  worship  the  Great  Spirit  in  some  form. 


BECOME  AS  TRUE  AS  HE. 


One  from  New  York  State,  who  renews  her  HELPER  subscription  says,  when 
she  first  saw  the  little  paper,  "It  took  me  back  to  the  time,  many  years 
ago  when  my  own  boy  (now  a man  with  grayish  hair),  published  a little 
paper.  Hoping  you  all  (the  boys  who  help  to  get  out  the  HELPER)  will 
become  as  good  and  true  men  as  he  has  become,  for  which  I thank  our  dear 
Heavenly  Father,  I am  yours  truly,  etc." 


A LITTLE  MIXED. 


Eddie's  father  was  a jeweler,  and  sometimes  the  little  fellow  got 
business  mixed  up  with  Indian  stories  and  Sunday  school  lessons. 

One  Sunday  morning  he  surprised  his  mother  by  asking: 

"Say,  mamma,  what  tribe  was  it  made  gold-plated  calves  - the 


Israelites  or  Choctaws? 


NOT  PROGRESSING  ONLY  MARKING  TIME. 


There  is  a great  deal  of  religious  life,  says  an  exchange,  that  is 
much  like  the  practice  of  "marking  time"  among  soldiers. 

People  lift  up  one  foot,  and  then  put  it  down  in  the  same  place. 

Then  they  lift  up  the  other  foot,  and  put  it  down  in  the  same  place. 
They  are  marching,  but  they  are  not  moving. 

In  other  words  they  are  but  going  through  the  motions  of  a march. 


THAT'S  TRUE! 


Oversensitive  or  "touchy"  people  are  necessarily  selfish  ones;  if  they 
were  not  thinking  about  themselves  so  much  they  would  not  notice  little 
acts  of  others  that  they  think  are  meant  to  slight  or  injure  them. 


GOOD  ENOUGH  FOR  A THANKSGIVING  STORY. 


Progress  says: 

A little  half-breed  Indian  boy  whose  father  had  sailed  the  seas,  and 
had  some  thrilling  experiences,  was  relating  some  of  the  perils  and 
adventures  his  father  had  told  him  about. 

He  said: 

Once  when  father  had  been  in  prison  for  two  years  in  Turkey,  he  and 
some  other  fellers  got  out,  and  ran  off,  but  the  turkeys  got  after  them, 
and  took  'em  back,  and  they  had  to  staid  a long  time  again  until  some 
United  States  soldiers  came  and  got  them  free. 


ANOTHER  GRATEFUL  EX-PUPIL. 


She  has  been  out  from  us  two  years  earning  her  own  support  entirely 
independent  of  friends  or  of  Carlisle.  In  a letter  from  the  west  where 
she  is  now  at  work  she  says: 

"I  feel  grateful  that  I am  able  to  fill  a place  like  anybody  else  in 
the  world." 


Football  Schedule. 

Nov.  5,  Dickinson  at  Carlisle. 

Nov.  12,  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 
Nov.  19,  University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago. 

Game  with  Bloomsburg,  Sept.  24th,  WON;  score,  43-0. 
Game  with  Susquehanna,  Oct.  1,  WON;  score,  48-0. 

Game  with  Cornell,  Oct.  8th,  LOST;  score  23-6. 

Game  with  Williams,  Oct.  15th,  WON;  score,  17-6. 

Game  with  Yale,  Oct.  22nd,  LOST;  score,  18-5. 

Game  with  Harvard,  Oct.  29,  LOST;  score  11-5. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 

My  5,  8,  6,  9,  4 is  a part  of  the  human  body. 

My  3,  12,  10,  1 is  a welcome  visitor  to  many  people  in  warm  weather. 

My  11,  6,  3,  4,  8,  9 is  a part  of  a harness. 

My  4,  9,  6,  11,  8 is  an  important  article  to  have  in  every  family. 

My  whole  is  the  name  of  the  largest  and  oldest  Indian  Reservation. 

W.B. 


A RIDDLE. 

Formed  long  ago  but  made  today. 
Employed  while  others  sleep. 

What  few  would  care  to  give  away 
And  no  one  cares  to  keep. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Carlisle 
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Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 


"RE ; Poem:  Respect,  The  Key  To  Life"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Oct  1998  13:41:01  EDT 

From:  Glenn  Welker 

Sub j : Respect  - The  Key  To  Life 

<A  HREF= "http: //www. indians .org/welker /respect l.htm"> 
Respect  - The  Key  To  Life</A> 

Respect  - The  Key  To  Life 

by  Dave  Chief,  Grandson  of  Red  Dog 
Crazy  Horse's  Band 


Respect  means  no  interruption . 
Respect  means  no  confrontation. 
Respect  means  no  accusation. 
Respect  means  no  "mocking," 
Especially,  no  mocking  of  elders. 


Respect 

means 

no 

Respect 

means 

no 

Respect 

means 

no 

Respect 

means 

no 

lies  between  us. 
betrayal  of  confidence, 
"ripping  off. " 
hording. 


Respect  means  no 
Respect  means  no 
Respect  means  no 


"Lording  it  over 
ordering  around, 
yelling  in  anger 


someone. 


Respect  means 
Respect  means 
Respect  means 


no  bad  language, 
no  name  calling, 
controlling  yourself. 


Respect  is  not  a commodity. 
Respect  is  a way  of  being. 


Respect  is  in  our  chest  not  in  our  hand. 
Respect  is  for  all  of  life. 

Respect  is  for  every  species  in 
the  world,  including  all  four  races. 
Respect  is  for  all  our  relations. 


Respect  is  focusing  on  and  dealing  in 
"issues"  and  not  "personalisms." 

Respect  is  focusing  on  "what"  is  right 
rather  than  "who"  is  right. 

Respect  means  owning  our  own  negativity 
and  not  being  a "Blame  Shifter." 

A "Blame  Shifter"  is  one  who  projects  or  shifts 
his  own  negativity  onto  someone  else. 

This  is  the  process  of  bigotry,  war,  and  genocide. 

Respect  is  keeping  the  lines  of  communication  open 

with  those  who  have  a different  opinion,  and  making  a sincere 

attempt  to  let  them  be  heard  and  understood. 


Respect  means  listening  until  everyone  has  been  heard 
and  understood,  only  then  is  there  a possibility  for 


"Balance  and  Harmony/' 

the  goal  of  Indian  spirituality. 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Thu,  12  Nov  98  02:45:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  23-29 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

23 

Heed  well  the  cycles  of  your  life. 

24 

Let  your  dreams  be  a source  of  inspiration. 

25 

Be  grateful  for  the  ancestors  who  helped  shape  your  life. 

26 

In  every  conversation,  it  is  important  to  learn  to  listen. 

27 

The  pearl  is  a wondrous  creation  of  the  sea. 

28 

We  become  what  we  feel. 

29 

Time  is  merciful  to  those  who  do  not  worship  it. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  16  November  1998  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Sun,  15  Nov  1998  13:05:36  EST 

From:  Aqiimuk@aol.com 

Sub j : Chief  Earl  Old  Person 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


11-13-98 

ACLU  Newsfeed  --  ACLU  News  Direct  to  YOU! 


IN  THE  ACLU  NEWSROOM 

**The  Latest  News  Can  Always  Be  Found  At:** 
http : //www. aclu .org/news/pressind . html 
ACLU  of  Montana  to  Honor 
Chief  Earl  Old  Person 

ACLU  of  Montana  to  Honor 
Chief  Earl  Old  Person 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
Wednesday,  November  11,  1998 

GREAT  FALLS,  MT  - - The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Montana  is 
honoring  Chief  Earl  Old  Person  with  its  most  prestigious  award.  The 


Jeannette  Rankin  Civil  Liberties  Award,  named  in  honor  of  the  Montanan 
who  served  as  the  first  Vice  President  of  the  National  ACLU,  is  bestowed 
upon  a person  or  group  who  has  significantly  helped  advance  civil 
liberties  in  Montana. 

"The  ACLU  wants  to  acknowledge  this  honorable  man  who  has  contributed  so 
much  to  Tribal  and  state  politics,"  said  Scott  Crichton,  Executive 
Director  of  the  ACLU  of  Montana.  "He  is  a man  of  integrity, 
intelligence,  and  wisdom.  He  is  a man  of  traditional  values  who  has 
lived  and  practiced  those  values  his  entire  life. 

"Few  others  have  fought  so  consistently  for  tribal  sovereignty  and  the 
protection  of  Indian  rights  as  has  Chief  Old  Person,"  Crichton  said. 

"One  reason  he  has  been  so  effective  as  an  advocate  and  as  a lobbyist  is 
his  quiet  and  unpretentious  way  of  speaking  with  clarity,  speaking  from 
his  heart." 

Chief  Old  Person  was  lead  plaintiff  in  the  Indian  voting  rights  case 
recently  ruled  on  in  federal  district  court.  The  ruling  issued  late  last 
month  rejected  a challenge  to  the  reapportionment  of  state  legislative 
districts  following  the  1990  census.  The  ACLU  and  the  Indian  Law 
Resource  Center,  representing  Mr.  Old  Person  and  nine  other  tribal 
members  from  Blackfeet,  Flathead,  Rocky  Boy,  Fort  Belknap  and  Fort  Peck 
reservations,  are  currently  considering  the  possibility  of  an  appeal. 

Mr.  Old  Person,  a full-blood  enrolled  member  of  the  Blackfeet  Tribe  was 
born  April  15,  1929  to  Juniper  and  Molly  Old  Person,  a prominent  family 
of  the  Blackfeet  Nation.  He  was  born  on  the  Blackfeet  Reservation  and 
raised  in  the  community  of  Starr  School  where  he  attended  grade  school 
and  later  graduated  from  Browning  High  School. 

Chief  Old  Person  is  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  and  honored  tribal 
leaders  in  Montana  and  the  nation,  having  met  with  and  been  acknowledged 
by  all  U.S.  Presidents  from  Eisenhower  through  Clinton,  the  English 
Royal  Family  and  Canadian  Prime  Ministers.  He  became  Chief  of  the 
Blackfeet  Nation,  a lifetime  appointment,  in  July  of  1978. 

The  November  14  event  begins  with  a reception  at  6:00  p.m.  A dinner  will 
follow  the  awards  ceremony.  Laughlin  McDonald,  Director  of  the  ACLU's 
Southern  Regional  Office,  and  a seasoned  voting  rights  litigator  will  be 
speaking  on  Indian  voting  rights  "From  Windy  Boy  to  Old  Person."  The 
event  will  be  held  at  The  Bay  Leaf  Restaurant,  202  2nd  Street  South, 

Great  Falls.  Reservations  are  required. 

Contact  the  ACLU  office  at  406-248-1086  or  via  e-mail  at  aclu@mcn.net 
for  more  information.  Details  about  the  event  are  available  from  the 
ACLU  of  Montana  Website  at  http://www.aclumontana.org. 


Date:  Thu,  12  Nov  1998  15:01:01  -0700  (MST) 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : Call  to  Sundancers 

Posted  by  request  of  Joseph  Chasing  Horse 

SACRED  MOUNTAIN  SUNDANCE 
Dineh  Nation,  Pinon  Az. 

Pipe  Ceremonies: 

December  19,  1998 
March  20,  1999 
June  19,  1999 

Purification  Days: 

July  18-20,  1999 

Youth  Days  will  be  during  these  days. 

Lectures  on  Traditionals/Cultural  Living. 
Games,  Sweats  and  more 

Tree  Day: 

July  21,  1999 

Pot  Luck  Dinner  for  Sundancers 


Sundance : 


Duly  22-25,  1999 
For  More  Information  Contact: 
Amos/Marie  Begaye  (520)  725-3587 
Gary/Pam  Begaye  (520)  781-6239 


From  News  From  Indian  Country  - mid-November  edition: 


Nov  19-22 
Nov  20-22 
Nov  20-21 

Nov  21 
Nov  21 


12th  Thanksgiving,  Tampa,  FL  813-620-3077 
Canadian  Aboriginal  Fest,  Toronto,  CO  519/751-0040 
Silver  Springs  Native  American  Fest,  Silver  Springs,  FL 
352-236-2121 

NA  Heritage  Day,  Concord,  MA  617-884-4227 
Siletz  Tribal  Restoration,  Lincoln  City,  OR 
800-822-1399 


From  the  e-mail: 

Date:  Mon,  16  Nov  1998  19:45:47  EST 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : More  late  updates 

Here  are  a handful  of  late  fall  pow  wow  updates: 

->  Nov.  20:  Veterans  Pow  Wow,  Memphis,  TN.  To  be  held  at  7pm  at  the  VA 
Theatre,  Dept,  of  Veterans  Affairs  Medical  Center,  1030  Defferson  Ave., 
Memphis,  TN  38014.  Info:  Deanette  Cumbia  (901)  523-8990,  ext.  7865,  or  Brenda 
Ceckelman  (901)  523-8990,  ext.  7876. 

->  Nov.  20-22:  Grand  Bois  Pow  Wow,  Bourg,  LA.  Re-scheduled  from  an  earlier 
date,  this  event  will  be  held  at  Grand  Bois  Park,  Hwy.  24,  Bourg,  LA.  Info: 
(504)  594-6826  or  (504)  594-7410. 

->  Nov.  27-28:  Louisiana  Indian  Heritage  Association  Pow  Wow,  at  Hidden  Oaks 
Family  Campground,  Robert,  LA.  Info:  (225)  766-9656  or  (504)  464-6893.  Please 
note:  all  vendor  spots  for  this  event  have  been  sold  out. 

That  concludes  the  current  updates.  If  you  would  like  to  be  added  to  or 
deleted  from  this  mailing  list,  or  have  an  event  you  would  like  to  have 
listed,  please  send  an  e-mail  message  to  wanige@aol.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Nov  1998  12:56:05  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : (Fwd)  Native  America  Calling  Topics  for  Nov  16-27 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 
PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  NOV.  16  - NOV.  30,  1998: 

MON  - 11/16:  Music  Maker:  Shouting  Mountain: 

There's  a new  musical  group  that's  making  a lot  of  noise  in  Indian 

Country ...  and  appropriately  they're  named  Shouting  Mountain.  Their  new  CD 

"Summit"  is  a collection  of  stories  about  history,  culture,  nature  and 

restoration.  Doin  us  as  we  rock  out  on  our  Music  Maker  edition  featuring 
Shouting  Mountain. 

TUE  - 11/17:  Solar  Power: 

Our  sun  provides  an  untapped  energy  source  with  unlimited  potential.  But  so 
far,  it  has  been  severely  underused  by  industrial  nations.  However,  more  and 
more  Native  communities  are  discovering  that  solar  energy  is  inexpensive  and 
efficient.  Doin  us  we  discuss  the  cutting  edge  of  solar  power  and 
technology?  Guests  include  Debbie  Tewa  of  the  Hopi  Nation. 

WED  - 11/18:  Great  American  Smoke  Out: 

Warning:  Smoking  will  eventually  kill  you!  There  is  no  doubt  left... we  all 
know  this  to  be  true.  And  although  this  country  has  sued  the  tobacco 
industry  and  won,  banned  nearly  all  forms  of  cigarette  advertising,  and 


developed  dozens  of  methods  to  quit  smoking... it  still  remains  as  one  of  our 
leading  killers.  Is  Native  America  kicking  the  habit? 

THU  - 11/19:  Webcasting: 

All  of  the  special  services  offered  by  the  World  Wide  Web  now  include  radio 
and  television.  That's  right... did  you  know  you  can  pick  up  broadcasts  from 
all  over  the  world  right  through  your  home  or  office  computer?  It's  a 
relatively  simple  process,  the  download  is  virtually  free  and  the  payoff  is 
a brand  new  world  of  radio  and  television  through  the  Internet.  Are  you 
ready  for  real  time  audio  and  video? 

FRI  - 11/20:  Alcoholism 

Alcoholism  continues  to  devastate  our  native  brothers  and  sisters,  loin 
Sharon  McConnell  on  the  next  Native  America  Calling  "Wellness  Edition"  for  a 
discussion  on  ways  to  battle  alcoholism  in  Indian  Country.  How  can  we  help 
each  other  travel  the  road  toward  recovery? 

Please  understand  that  programs  scheduled  for  the  following  week  are  more 
likely  to  change  due  to  unforeseen  cancellations  and  late  breaking  news. 
Watch  your  DACS  and/or  FAX  for  updates. 

MON  - 11/23:  U.N.  Human  Rights  Declaration: 

After  years  of  deliberation,  reporting,  and  testimony ...  reports  from  Geneva 
indicate  that  there  is  something  about  to  break  concerning  an  international 
declaration  of  basic  human  rights  of  indigenous  people.  Will  America  walk 
the  talk  and  finally  sign  an  agreement?  Guests  TBA. 

TUE  - 11/24:  Corporate  Welfare: 

Reports  detailing  abuses  of  the  federal  welfare  system  and  its 
ineffectiveness  continue  to  create  complaints  and  heated  debate  over  its 
reform.  With  Corporate  America  riding  a wave  of  recent  success  what  is  their 
responsibility  to  the  War  on  Poverty  in  the  U.S?  Guests  TBA. 

WED  - 11/25:  Book-of -the-Month : The  Choctaw  Revolution: 

Thirty-five  years  ago,  the  Mississippi  Choctaws  were  aptly  described  as  one 
of  the  poorest  pockets  of  poverty  in  the  country.  But  through  courageous 
leadership  the  tribe  has  gone  through  dramatic  changes,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  five  largest  employers  in  the  entire  state.  What  are  the  lessons  learned 
and  how  can  they  benefit  the  rest  of  our  Native  communities?  Guests  include 
Choctaw  Chief  Phillip  Martin. 

THU  - 11/26:  Native  Contributions  to  the  Americas: 

We'll  take  a look  at  the  significant  and  subtle  gifts  that  Native  people 
collectively  and  individually  have  given  to  this  country  and  the  world.  From 
our  special  foods,  our  unique  cultural  outlook  on  the  cycle  of  life,  our 
knowledge  of  the  stars  and  Mother  Earth... to  our  contributions  on  the 
battlefield,  we  still  remain  as  a symbol  of  the  American  Spirit. 

FRI  - 11/27:  AIDS 

As  World  Aids  Day  approaches,  the  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America 
Calling  discusses  the  current  status  of  HIV  and  AIDS  in  Indian  Country. 
Exactly  how  many  Native  Americans  are  diagnosed  with  HIV  and  AIDS?  Have 
native  people  become  more  educated_or  complacent,  about  HIV  and  AIDS?  Guests 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Doseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion:  Eric  Martin,  AIROS  402-472-3287,  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Leona  Westdahl,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  nac@knba.org 
John  Gregg  Sr. 

AIROS  Asst.  Mgr. 

Native  Sounds-Native  Voices 
National  Edition  Host/Producer 
1800  N.  33rd  Street 
Lincoln,  Nebraska  68583 
1-402-472-0941  Office 
1-402-472-0942  Studio 
1-402-472-3277  fax 

E-mail  1 jgregg@unlinfo.unl.edu 

E-mail  2 3ohn_Gregg@netv.pbs.edu 

"It's  A Magical  World  Hobbs  01'  Buddy ...  Let ' s Go  Exploring!!!" 

(Calvins  last  words,  12/31/95) 


Christine  Penney 
Project  Coordinator 

University  of  Minnesota  - College  of  Human  Ecology 
187  McNeal  Hall  - 1987  Buford  Ave 
St.  Paul,  MN  55108 
612-624-1237 

cpenney@che2. che .umn.edu 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Bernard  & Feather  Rock,  Buffalo  Folks,  Keith  and  Michelle  Pounds,  Eva  Lyman, 
Save  Ward  Valley,  Larry  Innes,  Translated  by  Malcolm  Greenwood,  Mooncloud, 
Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry,  Christine  Penney, 

Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Janet  Smith,  Barbara  Landis, 
Irma  L.  Muniz,  Dave  Chief  via  Glenn  Welker,  Debra  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Nov  26  23:29:01  1998 
Date:  Tue,  24  Nov  1998  19:29:33  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.048 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  Minn-Ind,  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  InfoHawaii;  UUCP  email; 
FirstNations  News;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: liaises . uthscsa.edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"Among  the  Indians  there  have  been  no  written  laws.  Customs  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation  have  been  the  only  laws  to  guide 
them.  Every  one  might  act  different  from  what  was  considered  right 
did  he  choose  to  do  so,  but  such  acts  would  bring  upon  him  the 
censure  of  the  Nation....  This  fear  of  the  Nation's  censure  acted  as 
a mighty  band,  binding  all  in  one  social,  honorable  compact." 

Chief  George  Copway  (Kah-ge-ga-bowh) , Ojibwa 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

! I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  j 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
| States  Constitution,  \ 

j so  that  my  forefathers  j 

j shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  - 

| Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Again,  this  winter  this  editorial  section  will  feature  groups  or 
individuals  who  are  helping  those  in  need,  primarily  on  reservations  and 
especially  those  who  aid  children  and  elders.  Urban  help  will  not  be 
excluded.  I have  lived  in  the  Cedar-Riverside  area  of  Minneapolis  and 
been  a guest  in  Lakota  Housing  in  Rapid  City  and  in  Shiprock.  The  need 
to  eat  and  be  warm  does  not  end  because  a person  has  left  the  rez. 

I can  tell  you  there  are  elders  surviving  in  ways  that  you  seldom 
associate  with  a human  being.  Dirt  floors  and  a non-leaky  roof  represent 
an  improvement  for  many. 

PLEASE  forward  contact  information  for  all  you  know  who  help  those  less 
able  to  do  so  make  it  through  the  harsh  winter  months. 


Date:  Wed,  18  Nov  1998  00:58:34  -0500 

From:  Morning  Star  <mornstar@bellatlantic . net> 

Subj : [Fwd:  Winter  Time  Needs] 

Hau  Gary, 

Would  you  please  post  these  project's  addresses  in  your  next  issue,  for 
Winter  needs.  Would  most  appreciate  it. 

In  Struggle, 


Kathy  Morning  Star 

As  most  of  us  are  aware.  Winter  is  begining  to  hit  hard  in  the  Dakota's. 
There  already  exists  the  need  for  warm  clothing,  blankets,  mittens, 
boots,  etc.  As  well  as  food  supplies  to  assist  with  feeding  children, 
elders,  and  the  homeless.  This  need  is  becomming  more  and  more  pressing 
with  the  harsh  weather  that  is  still  to  come. 

We  would  like  to  encourage  people  to  send  whatever  they  can  to  the 
projects  listed  on  the  bottom  of  this  email.  Also,  with  the  holidays 
coming  up  there  are  many  of  our  children  who  will  not  be  celebrating  the 
holidays  as  many  others  do,  unless  we  can  ask  people  to  start  collecting 
and  donating  toys,  for  ages  1 through  16,  to  the  youth  projects.  (Even 
used,  but  intact  toys  would  be  appreciated.) 

We  have  needs  for  both  the  youth  projects  and  for  Seventh  Circle,  Rapid 
City  projects.  We  are  compiling  a complete  list  of  needs  and  will  post 
that  in  the  near  future.  In  the  meantime,  if  you're  unsure  what  is 
needed  where: 

For  the  Youth  Projects: 

Mike  at  Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com  or 
Kathy  at  mornstar@bellatlantic.net 

For  Rapid  City  Projects: 
dhendren@mint . net 
mornstar@bellatlantic . net 
Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com 


In  Struggle, 

Kathy 

YOUTH  PROJECTS  - Standing  Rock 

Rainbow  Project 
C/0  Sandra  Welch 
Box  229 

210  Main  Street 
McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

Hunkpapa  Youth  Survival  Project 
Helmina  Makes  Him  First 
P.O.  box  53 

Little  Eagle,  SD  57639 

RAPID  CITY  PR03ECTS: 

The  Seventh  Circle 
321  Doolittle  Street 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57701 


Date:  Wed,  18  Nov  1998  08:43:33  -0500 
From:  leslie@neca.com 
Subj : a little  update 

Dear  Gary, 

Pathways  to  Spirit  wants  to  say  thank  you  to  you  for  putting  up  the  name 
the  organization  so  that  folks  can  contact  us. 

Dust  an  update: 

we  have  a website  too  (www.pathwaystospirit.necaweb.com) 

and  this  year  we  have  gone  to  Porcupine  and  Red  Shirt  Table,  and  will  be 

going  to  Kyle  December  12. 

We  do  most  of  the  distribution  in  the  districts 


Thanks 

Leslie  Robarge 
Canmeen  Klausnen 


Date:  Wed,  18  Nov  1998  08:36:20  -0600 
From:  Dames  Duncan  <toj@alice.net> 
Subj : needs 

0 SIYO ' (Greetings)  Dear  Friend 
Thought  I would  pass  this  on  to  you. 


Subject : Re : 
Date : 
From : 
Organization : 

To: 


kids  have  to  be  uncomfortable 
Wed,  18  Nov  1998  06:45:30  -0800 
Aria  Macias  <arla.mx@usa.net> 
Nayarit  Online 
toj@alice . net 


Thank  you  Dames. 

It  is  getting  cold  here  in  Tepic  for  the  winter. 

Not  cold  by  the  US  standards  but  for  here  it  is. 

Last  winter  was  very  cold  for  here  and  I see  that  we  are  going  to  have 
it  again. 

Most  of  the  children  live  in  poor  cinderblock  houses  with  concrete 
floors . 

They  don't  complain  but  I know  the  houses  are  really  damp. 

I just  moved  out  of  a place  like  that. 

They  do  not  have  warm  enough  blankets  and  many  sleep  on  dirt  or  concrete 
floors . 

They  do  not  seem  to  have  warm  enough  clothing. 

I really  wish  that  a group  of  their  sisters  and  brothers  to  the  North 
could  join  hands  and  bring  the  children  warm  clothing  and  blankets. 

They  are  not  starving  or  anything. 

Their  mothers  and  fathers  work  and  provide  their  food  but  it  is  hard  for 
the  parents  especially  in  many  of  the  families  where  the  alcoholism  rate 
is  very  high. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayers. 

Aria 


Our  Unconditional  Love  and  Prayers  to  you  and  your  family  and 
to  all  our  relations  as  we  walk  hand  in  hand,  for  we  care  not 
what  you  are,  only  who  you  are,  and  you  are  our  relations. 

Wado  !!  A Prayer  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/prayerl.htm> 

A Dourney  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/jaguar.htm> 

A Deed  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/people.htm> 

A Chance  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/echota.htm> 

Dames 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 
For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.O.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 


From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes . Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992. .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Flilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY . TH0MAS_3+@ALBANY . VA . GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http: //members .tripod . com/~dikani /pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 


email  pathways@webaccess.net  www.pathwaystospirit.necaweb.com 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 

furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 

--This  year  we  have  gone  to  Porcupine  and  Red  Shirt  Table,  and  will  be 
going  to  Kyle  December  12. 


From:  "g  hindsman"  <tasunke@dmv.com> 

Subj : Help  for  Families  on  Rez 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

All  of  the  donations  are  sorted  and  packed  for  each  family  according  to 
size,  sex  etc.  This  year  we  are  in  particular  need  of  blankets,  space 
heaters,  fans  and  linens  (towels  and  sheets).  We  have  many  toys  and 
clothing  of  all  sizes  but  good  winter  coats  are  always  useful.  We  are 
registered  as  a private  non  profit,  so  receipts  can  be  given  for 
donations.  We  can  always  use  money  donations. 

We  deliver  in  December,  Dune  and  in  August.  We  also  do  mail  deliveries 
occasionally.  Over  the  years,  we  have  made  many  friends  at  Pine  Ridge, 
Rosebud,  the  Crow  Agency  and  others.  We  try  to  help  with  special  requests 
when  we  can.  Morning  Star  has  also  been  a home  away  from  home  for  students 
and  elders  who  are  temporarily  on  the  East  Coast.  Our  headquarters  are 
located  in  Delaware  but  we  have  other  circles  in  Virginia,  New  York,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  soon  in  Florida. 


From:  Danet  S <jans@future.atlcom.net> 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas  Cassada. 
MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as  mediation 
assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian  Reservations  in  the  form  of 
clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys  for  the  children,  scholarship 
funding  and  household  provisions. 

This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and  notions. 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to  support 
the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within  the  United  States, 
South  and  North  Dakota. 

For  information  about  Morning  Star  you  can  call  or  write  our  Outreach 
Coordinator  at: 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 


Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  14:03:10  -0800 
From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker.org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 
automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 


Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 


PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 


Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Subj : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 

FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Flercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130's  and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 


From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http : //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  communities 
on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Floly 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Violet  Catches 
HC  77  Box  500 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

P.O.  Box  101 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 


House  #245 

Cherny  Creek,  SD  57622. 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Elvira  Chasing  Hawk 

Town  of  Red  Scaffold  Representatives 

Box  481  Red  Scaffold  RD 

Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 

or 

c/o  Candace  Hollow  Horn 
Box  522  Red  Scaffold  RD 
Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 


From:  JRP  < j rp05@gnofn . org> 

The  Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community  Organization 
402  West  145th  Street  * New  York,  NY  10031 

212/926-5757  * 212/926-5842  (fax)  * ifco@igc.apc.org  (email)  * 
www.ifconews.org  (web) 

(earmark  your  gift  for  November  caravan  to  Chiapas) 


Bucketline  to  the  Elders 
First  Security  Bank 
205  N Main 
Layton,  UT  84041 


this  group  provides  food  and  supplies 

to  the  elders  of  the 

Big  Mountain  /Black  Mesa  area. 


Redfeather  Development  Corp 
Box  52652 

Bellevue,  WA  98015-2652 


This  group  repairs  and  winterizes 

housing  for  the 

elders  of  the  Dakotas  area. 


From:  Morning  Star  <mornstar@bellatlantic . net> 

We  have  needs  for  both  the  youth  projects  and  for  Seventh  Circle,  Rapid 
City  projects.  We  are  compiling  a complete  list  of  needs  and  will  post 
that  in  the  near  future.  In  the  meantime,  if  you're  unsure  what  is 
needed  where: 

For  the  Youth  Projects: 

Mike  at  Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com  or 
Kathy  at  mornstar@bellatlantic.net 

For  Rapid  City  Projects: 
dhendren@mint . net 
mornstar@bellatlantic . net 
Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com 

YOUTH  PROJECTS  - Standing  Rock 

Rainbow  Project 
C/O  Sandra  Welch 
Box  229 

210  Main  Street 
McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

Hunkpapa  Youth  Survival  Project 
Helmina  Makes  Him  First 
P.O.  box  53 

Little  Eagle,  SD  57639 


RAPID  CITY  PROJECTS: 


The  Seventh  Circle 
321  Doolittle  Street 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57701 


Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Pauline  Whitesinger  gets 
Eviction  Notice 

- Hear  Leonard  Peltier 

- Ottawa  Stalls  Native 
Land  Promise 

- Buffalo  Contact  Update 

- Yellowstone  Buffalo 

- Honor  our  Ancestors 

- Uncle  Sonny  Court  Case 

- Hawaiian  Language 
Web  Browser  Released 

- Delegates  Sought  for 
Sovereignty  Convention 

- Gustafsen  Coverup  Continues 

- UN  Commission  on  Human  Rights 


- Cherokee  Nation 
Wiretapping  Suit 

- Ute  Tribe  Opens  New  Supermarket 

- Yankton  Sioux  Tribe 
Suspends  Chairman 

- Penticton  File  Major  Land  Claim 

- Plymouth  day  of  Mourning 

- Heart  of  the  Makah/ 

Touring  the  Reservation 

- Tsuu  T'ina  Shootings 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  No  News  Good  News 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


RE:  Pauline  Whitesinger  gets  Eviction  Notice 


Date:  Thu,  19  Nov  1998  23:07:01  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Pauline  Whitesinger  gets  Eviction  Notice 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Thu,  19  Nov  1998  14:56:17  -0800  (PST) 
From:  SWANEAGLE  <swanea04@elwha . evergreen . edu> 


Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 


Blessings  supporters  of  Dineh  Resistance, 

Yesterday  I received  a phone  call  from  Bonnie  Whitesinger  and  her  husband 
Bob  Chaat.  They  told  me  that  while  Pauline  was  away,  Navajo-Hopi 
relocation  commission  officials  came  to  serve  Pauline  a 30  day  eviction 
notice.  ( I have  attempted  to  get  the  word  out,  but  apparently  unless  I 
have  "official  documentation",  it  isn't  worth  posting  according  to  one 
online  activist.  All  I can  say  is,  what  would  be  done  if  we  were  without 
the  technological  tools  of  the  white  man?  Spread  the  word!)  Bob  said 
that  the  families  not  signing  the  accommodation  agreement  were  all  served 
such  notices.  He  said  it  was  creepy  because  he  had  never  seen  these  guys 
before  and  they  knew  both  his  first  and  last  names. 

>From  my  perspective  as  a longtime  supporter  of  Dineh  resisters,  I feel  it 
is  crucial  for  those  of  us  who  care  to  be  continually  cultivating  in 
ourselves  and  in  other  people  of  conscience  the  courage  it  will  require 
to  make  stands  beyond  what  white  people  have  ever  done  in  the  sad  history 
of  this  land  to  STOP  THE  GENOCIDE!  I personally  feel  that  the  various 
lawsuits  have  been  distracting  from  the  traditional  way  of  dealing  with 
the  evil  which  is  the  ceremonies.  Traditional  Hopi  who  came  to  offer 
their  support  to  the  resisters  in  March  of  1997  emphasized  the  importance 
of  the  spiritual  position.  Thomas  Banyacya  said,  "No  courts,  no  lawyers, 
no  white  man's  law.  We  obey  the  law  of  the  creator.  This  is  our  land. 
This  is  your  land."  The  legal  system  has  done  nothing  but  drain  the 
hopes  and  resources  of  the  resisters.  I honor  the  right  of  those  who 
feel  that  the  courts  are  their  only  recourse,  but  I cannot  emphasize 
enough  the  importance  of  true  supporters  preparing  for  very  serious 
confrontations  if  and  when  these  evictions  are  attempted.  Peabody  is 
going  forward  with  expansion  plans  disregarding  the  rights  of  Maxine 
Kesoli  who  isn't  even  on  HPL  land!  Support  resistance.  Shut  down 
Peabody  coal  mine. 


In  peaceful  struggle. 


Swaneagle 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theoff icenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/welcome . html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http : //www.msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Hear  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  22  Nov  1998  22:24:30  GMT 
From:  lpcfound@aol.com  (LPCFound) 

Subj : HEAR  Leonard  Peltier  "Live" 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

What  a wonderful  inspiration  to  hear  a live  recorded  message  from  Leonard 
Peltier.  Go  to  the  website  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable  Foundation  at 
http : //members . aol . com/lpcfound /home page . html 

Click  on  "Building  A Sacred  Dream"  Allow  time  for  the  download. 

(Remember,  Leonard  has  waited  for  23-years,  so  we  can  allow  time  to  hear 
this  brief  message  from  Leonard  himself). 

Netscape  users:  If  the  message  does  not  play  automatically,  after  the 
download  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  page  and  double  click  on  the  loudspeaker 
icon.  Other  browsers  may  not  be  currently  operable  on  the  AOL  sound  tags. 
Please  try.  I will  update  it  to  other  browsers,  bi-weekly  if  necessary. 

This  is  a temporary  highlight  to  the  LPCF  Website. 

To  assist  Leonard  with  his  Sacred-Dream,  we  encourage  you  to  click  on  the 
LPCF  Raffle  page.  See  a beautiful  Leonard  Peltier  original  oil  painting 
rendition  of  "Ribbons  and  Plumes".  Leonard  painted  this  extraordinary  work 
from  an  image  provided  to  him.  It  is  a favorite  at  Peltier  art  exhibits  and 
it  comes  with  a personal  Peltier  depiction,  his  personally  signed  award 
certificate,  and  notarized  certificate  of  authenticity.  Good  luck  to  all  of 
the  participants.  We  hope  that  you  are  the  LPCF  Raffle  winner.  What  an  honor 
to  own  this  work  of  art.  Thank  you. 

<http: //members . aol . com/ lpcfound/homepage. html > 

"RE;  Ottawa  Stalls  Native  Land  Promise"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Nov  1998  13:22:23  -0800 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Subj:  Ottawa  fears  big  costs,  stalls  land  tribunal 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
FEARING  BIG  COSTS,  OTTAWA  STALLS  NATIVE  LAND  PROMISE 

Globe  and  Mail,  November  16,  1998,  by  Erin  Anderssen  - Parliamentary  Bureau 
(as  posted  to  the  Mohawk  Nation  mailing  list,  <mnationlist@cyberglobe . net>) 
Ottawa  --  The  federal  government  is  balking  on  its  long-standing  promise 
to  set  up  an  independent  land-claims  tribunal  because  of  fears  that  the  new 
process  could  lead  to  skyrocketing  damage  awards  for  native  bands. 

After  more  than  1-1/2  years  of  negotiations,  the  tribunal's  future  is 
stalled  over  money:  Ottawa  wants  to  cap  the  amount  the  quasi- judicial  body 
could  award  in  damages,  a move  opposed  by  native  leaders. 

Concerns  about  the  tribunal  --  and  its  ultimate  cost  to  Ottawa  --  became 
an  issue  after  this  summer's  multibillion-dollar  pay-equity  decision  by 
Canada's  human-rights  tribunal.  Government  officials  started  to  worry  that 
the  Crown  could  end  up  paying  exorbitant  amounts  if  the  land-claims 
tribunal  were  allowed  to  award  unlimited  damages  in  disputes. 

It  remains  unclear  how  much  Ottawa  could  face  paying  in  such  cases;  the 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs  is  scrambling  to  calculate  a realistic 


prediction  of  financial  liability.  Officials  at  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  the  national  native  organization  involved  in  negotiations  to 
create  the  tribunal,  estimate  the  cost  of  potential  judgments  at  between 
$200-million  and  $300-million  a year. 

The  tribunal  was  promised  by  the  Liberals  in  their  1993  election  platform, 
and  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the  best  solution  to  the  growing  number  of 
long,  costly  land  claims. 

Together  with  a new  land-claims  commission  to  help  mediate  disputes,  the 
tribunal  is  intended  to  be  a last  resort  to  settle  deadlocks.  The  current 
system,  where  failed  talks  eventually  land  in  the  courts,  is  frustratingly 
slow  --  there  are  more  than  400  cases  outstanding  --  and  Ottawa  is  widely 
seen  to  be  in  a conflict  of  interest,  handling  claims  against  itself. 

The  tribunal,  proponents  say,  could  settle  disputes  faster,  travelling  to 
the  communities  involved  and  deciding  cases  with  a balanced  panel  of  native 
and  non-native  members.  Its  rulings  would  be  binding  on  both  sides. 

The  tribunal  would  deal  only  with  specific  land  claims--not  comprehensive 
ones  such  as  the  newly  negotiated  Nisga'a  treaty.  Specific  claims  involve 
disputes  where  treaties  already  exist  between  the  natives  and  the 
government.  For  example,  bands  often  file  specific  claims  if  they  feel  the 
Crown  has  illegally  appropriated  land  awarded  in  treaties  that  were  signed 
generations  earlier.  In  the  past  two  decades,  Ottawa  has  paid  about 
$800-million  to  resolve  185  specific  claims. 

"Flow  can  you  cap  legal  obligations?"  said  Rolland  Pangowish,  the  AFN 
official  co-chairing  the  task  force  charged  with  developing  the  tribunal. 

The  task  force  is  made  up  of  native  representatives  and  staff  from  the 
Dustice  and  Indian  Affairs  departments. 

"All  we're  seeking  is  a fair  resolution,"  said  Mr.  Pangowish,  who  remains 
optimistic  that  the  tribunal  will  go  forward.  "We're  not  seeking  to  exploit 
Canada's  treasury." 

But  in  a meeting  with  chiefs  last  month,  Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane 
Stewart  made  it  clear  that  a tribunal  with  no  financial  limits  would  be  a 
hard  sell  to  cabinet  --  particularly  given  the  current  financial  climate 
and  recent  pay-equity  ruling.  The  Oct.  19  meeting  is  detailed  in  a 
background  document  written  by  Mr.  Pangowish  and  Dan  Kohoko,  a land-claims 
director  with  Indian  Affairs,  who  also  co-chairs  the  task  force.  In  the 
meeting,  the  document  says,  Ms.  Stewart  proposed  a "staged  approach"  -- 
where  the  government  might  first  create  the  new  commission  and  then  set  up 
the  tribunal  later. 

That  suggestion  did  not  go  over  well  with  native  leaders,  who  believe 
the  tribunal  is  a necessary  incentive  to  advance  negotiations  and  remove 
Ottawa's  control  over  the  process.  In  a letter  to  the  minister  two  weeks 
ago,  AFN  National  Chief  Phil  Fontaine  expressed  concern  that  Ottawa 
appeared  to  be  "backing  away  from  its  commitment." 

The  task  force,  which  has  been  meeting  since  March,  1997,  has  reached 
an  agreement  on  many  of  the  tribunal's  elements,  including  its  role  and 
representation . 

But,  according  to  both  native  and  government  sources,  the  proposal  was 
stopped  by  senior  bureaucrats  in  the  Finance  Department  and  Treasury  Board, 
who  believed  that  a tribunal  without  financial  constraints  would  cost 
Ottawa  too  much  money  and,  in  any  event,  would  not  pass  cabinet. 

Maneuvering  the  situation  is  politically  tricky  for  both  sides;  while  the 
government's  liability  concerns  make  it  difficult  for  Ms.  Stewart  to 
successfully  pitch  a plan  that  she  is  largely  said  to  favour  to  her  cabinet 
colleagues,  Mr.  Fontaine  would  have  an  equally  challenging  task  to  maintain 
support  from  his  chiefs  if  he  agrees  to  some  form  of  cap  that  excludes 
certain  claims  from  the  process.  Even  so,  one  observer  close  to  government 
suggests  that  cabinet  is  unlikely  to  ever  approve  a claims  tribunal  without 
some  sort  of  mechanism  to  anticipate  --  and  control  --  the  cost. 

The  task  force  is  now  investigating  other  options  to  appease  financial 
worries,  such  as  budget  allocations  or  payment  plans  to  minimize  the  burden 
of  large  settlements. 

CANADA  - A NATION  FOUNDED  AND  MAINTAINED  BY  COLONIALISM,  PIRACY  & GENOCIDE 
Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail:  <letters@GlobeandMail.ca> 
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Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
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"RE : Buffalo  Contact  Update"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Nov  1998  12:23:55  -0700 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter(3wildrockies.org> 

Subj : quick  contact  info  update. . .thanks! 

UUCP  email 

We  have  received  some  additional  information  on  contact  info  for  those  of 
you  who  still  want  to  submit  comments  on  the  proposed  buffalo  capture 
facility.  Comments  are  due  by  November  18  for  the  first  phase  (construction 
and  operation  till  January  31,  1999),  and  December  1,  1998  for  the  long 
term  (management  after  bald  eagle  nesting  period  begins,  February  1,  1999). 
You  can  fax  your  comments  to:  406-329-3411. 

You  can  email  your  comments  to  : mailto  :denright/rl_kootenai(a)fs.  fed.  us 
Also : fyi . . 

Ms  Laurie  Fenwood 

USDA  Forest  Service  Wildlife,  Fish  and  Rare  Plants 
P.O.  Box  96090  Washington,  DC  20090-6090 
Phone:  (202)  205-1205  Fax:  (202)  205-1599 
mailto : FSWA/S=WLF/OU=W01A@MHS . ATTMAI L . COM 

Mr.  Dave  Garber 

Dave  Garber  Gallatin  N.F. 

P.O  Box  130 
Bozeman,  MT  59771 
(406)  587-6702 
(406)  587-6758  fax 

mailto :dgarber /rl_ga Hat in@fs .fed . us 

I also  think  it  would  be  good  to  send  a copy  to  our  regional  NEPA 
specialist  as  they  are  certainly  violating  the  National  Environmental 
Protection  Act  with  these  actions. 

National  Forest  System  Regional  NEPA  Contact: 

Kris  Lee 

Northern  Region  (Rl) 

Federal  Building 

P.O.  Box  7669 

Missoula,  MT  59807-7669 

(406)  329-3511 

mailto : klee/rl@f s . fed .us 

Make  sure  to  include  the  following  points  in  your  comments: 

+ The  Forest  Service  will  issue  a decision  on  phase  one  (probably 
immediately  after  Nov.  18)  by  issuing  a categorical  exclusion.  This  means 
that  there  will  be  no  appeal  of  the  decision.  The  only  recourse  will  be  to 
go  to  court  to  stop  the  construction. 

+ The  Forest  Service  says  that  Phase  two  it  will  be  accompanied  by  an 
Environmental  Assessment  (EA).  This  is  backwards.  The  initial  phase 
constitutes  the  major  commitment  by  the  Forest  Service,  and  should  contain 
the  EA.  The  two  proposals  constitute  "connected  actions"  under  NEPA. 
Therefore  they  should  be  analyzed  under  a single  EA  or  EIS.  Anything  else 
is  "piece-mealing,"  which  is  illegal  under  NEPA. 

+ The  Gallatin  NF  plans  on  proceeding  with  a Forest  Plan  amendment  to 
exempt  the  capture  facility  from  bald  eagle  management  guidelines.  This 
exemption  is  not  guaranteed  and  should  NOT  be  granted.  The  Gallatin  NF 
knows  that  their  action  is  illegal  because  it  violates  their  Forest  Plan, 
and  are  writing  themselves  a loophole.  The  well-being  of  bald  eagles  on  our 
public  lands  should  be  given  much  higher  priority  than  the  well-being  of 
cattle . 


+ The  EIS  on  Bison  Management  process  is  still  underway,  analyzing  over 
65,000  comments  they  received.  The  capture  facility  is  a part  of  the  EIS. 
Taking  this  action  subverts  the  EIS  process  and  is  pre-decisional  (illegal 
under  NEPA) . 

+ Allowing  the  State  of  Montana  to  proceed  with  phase  one  of  the  plan 
(construction  and  operation  of  the  capture  facility  until  January  31,  1999) 
predisposes  the  Forest  Service  to  allow  phase  two  (a  connected  action).  It 
also  assumes  that  the  mere  presence  of  the  capture  facility  during  the 
nesting  season  has  no  impact  on  bald  eagle  nesting.  Thus,  if  the  second 
phase  of  the  plan  does  not  proceed,  we  may  be  left  with  a facility  that  has 
an  impact  on  a threatened  and  endangered  species. 

+ The  Gallatin  states  in  the  project  proposal  the  statement  that  the 
nesting  site  has  been  "unproductive  for  several  years."  What  they  don't  say 
is  that  they  have  allowed  the  State  of  Montana's  hazing  operations  to 
violate  the  nesting  site  by  flying  helicopters  in  and  around  the  nesting 
site,  and  landing  in  the  closed  area.  We  have  video  documentation  of  this 
fact.  If  I were  an  eagle,  I wouldn't  want  to  nest  in  an  area  that  was  being 
disturbed  by  helicopters,  either! 

+ The  site  of  the  proposed  capture  facility  is  in  the  area  where  grizzly 
bears  are  present. 

+ The  emergency  nature  of  this  project  is  baloney.  The  State  of  Montana 
could  have  asked  for  this  facility  in  a timely  fashion,  months  ago,  though 
they  chose  not  to  (presumably  so  they  could  invoke  emergency  status  to  ram 
the  project  through  without  proper  analysis  and  public  input) . This  capture 
facility  is  being  studied  in  the  current  EIS  on  Bison  Management,  a process 
that  was  begun  almost  9 years  ago,  with  a decision  promised  two  years 
later.  The  fact  that  the  EIS  has  not  been  timely  is  only  the  fault  of  the 
same  parties  that  are  proposing  this  action:  the  State  of  Montana  and  the 
Forest  Service. 

Thanks! ! 

Our  web  pages  are  being  updated  . . . 
http : //www.wildrockies . org/buffalo 

It  is  time  to  rally  Buffalo  allies  before  the  killing  begins  again! 

Please  pass  this  update  on  to  7 friends  and  if  you  receive  this,  please 
subscribe  to  stay  updated  (2-3  updates  per  month) 

List -Subscribe:  mailto: St op -the -SI aught er-on@vortex. wild roc kies . org 
List -Unsubscribe:  mailto: Stop-the-Slaughter-off@vortex.wildrockies .org 
News  Submissions  or  Problems:  mailto:Stop-the-Slaughter@wildrockies.org 

"RE : Yellowstone  Buffalo"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Nov  1998  22:18:00  -0600 

From:  "lean  BraveHeart"  < jbraveheart@sprynet . com> 

Subj : Buffalo 

UUCP  email 

FYI  Dean 
Hazing  Operations 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  Friday,  November  20,  1998 

Media  Contacts:  Mike  Mease,  Sue  Nackoney  (406)  646-0070 

WEST  YELLOWSTONE,  MT - Today  the  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  began  an 

aggressive  and  dangerous  hazing  operation  in  the  Duck  Creek  drainage  of 

West  Yellowstone,  MT.  Eleven  buffalo  who  have  been  outside  of  the  park  over 

the  past  few  weeks  were  chased  by  DOL  officials  on  horseback  east  towards 

the  Duck  Creek  capture  facility  and  back  into  Yellowstone  Park. 

The  horseback  riders  chased  the  buffalo  across  highway  191  without  regard 
for  traffic  safety  on  the  road.  Buffalo  Nations  volunteers  stopped  traffic 
to  allow  buffalo  to  cross  safely.  DOL  riders  then  began  to  shoot 
crackerbarrel  rounds  in  order  to  scare  the  buffalo  back  to  the  park. 

Highway  191  is  a major  route  for  trucks,  who  gain  high  speeds  on  their  way 
down  the  road  to  where  the  road  crosses  the  Duck  Creek  drainage.  This  route 
is  also  busy  with  tourist  traffic  and  locals. 

A Buffalo  Nations  volunteer  on  site  said  that  the  buffalo  were  confused  by 
the  cars,  and  that  one  buffalo  was  almost  hit  by  a car.  A Yellowstone 


National  Park  official  on  patrol  stopped  by  and  thanked  Buffalo  Nations 
volunteers  for  their  help  in  stopping  traffic  and  had  no  idea  this  was 
taking  place. 

"The  methods  that  the  DOL  used  today  could  have  killed  people  or  buffalo/' 
stated  Michael  Mease,  Buffalo  Nations  co-founder.  Mease  watched  the  hazing 
operation  and  said,  "Today  's  actions  by  the  DOL  show  their  blatant 
disregard  for  their  mandate  to  cooperate  with  the  other  bison  management 
agencies.  Buffalo  Nations  is  extremely  worried  that  the  DOL  will  cause 
someone  to  be  killed  with  this  kind  of  activity." 

Video  footage  and  still  photos  available  upon  request 
Background  information: 

+0n  Danuary  22,  1998,  the  DOL  sent  five  captive  bull  buffalo  to  slaughter 
from  the  Duck  Creek  capture  facility.  Buffalo  Nations  volunteer  Dan  Howells 
locked  himself  to  a trailer  of  captive  bison  to  protest  the  slaughter. 
+Buffalo  Nations  is  a coalition  of  grassroots  activists  from  all  over  the 
country  working  on  the  ground  everyday  to  stop  the  slaughter  of 
Yellowstone's  buffalo. 

+In  the  winter  of  1996-97,  nearly  1100  wild  buffalo  were  slaughtered  by 
the  Montana's  Dept,  of  Livestock  and  rangers  from  Yellowstone  National 
Park.  These  wild  buffalo  were  leaving  Yellowstone  National  Park  in  search 
of  food  during  an  extremely  cold  and  snowy  winter.  At  the  beginning  of 
Winter  97-98,  only  1/3  of  the  herd  remained. 

PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buff alo@wildrockies . org 

"RE : Honor  our  Ancestors"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Nov  1998  06:32:56  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : Honor  our  Ancestors 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Sally  Tuttle"  <tuttles@netusal.net> 

Date:  Tue,  17  Nov  1998  23:25:33  -0500 
Subj : Honor  our  Ancestors 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

Call  for  Support  and  Attendance! 

"HONOR  OUR  ANCESTORS" 

Intertribal  Protest  Rally  & Gathering 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 
December  10-12,  1998 

A Message  from  Chairman  Doseph  A.  Pakootas 

Greetings  from  the  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Colville  Reservation 
(Colville  Tribes).  We  are  a confederation  of  12  bands  of  indigenous 
native  people  and  one  of  26  American  Indian  Sovereign  Nations  located 
in  the  State  of  Washington. 

One  of  the  bands  in  our  tribal  society  is  the  Palus  and  the  descendants 
of  the  Palus  may  very  well  be  the  direct  relations  of  the  Ancient  One, 
also  know  as  the  Kennewick  Man.  We  believe  that  the  Ancient  One  was 
one  of  our  people. 

The  Ancient  One  was  accidentally  unearthed  along  the  Columbia  River 
near  the  city  of  Kennewick,  Washington  in  Duly  1996.  The  9,200  year-old 
remains  are  currently  stored  at  the  Burkes  Museum  in  Seattle,  Washington. 

We  have  been  actively  involved  in  efforts  to  stop  scientific  examination 
of  the  remains  and  to  exercise  our  sovereign  right  to  rebury  the  Ancient 
One  in  an  appropriate  manner. 

We  have  allocated  $20,000  from  our  tribal  coffers  for  seed  money  and 
partial  sponsorship  of  the  "Honor  Our  Ancestors"  Protest  Rally  and 
Gathering  to  be  held  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico  on  December  10-12,  1998, 


the  site  of  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act 
(NAGPRA)  Review  Committee  meeting. 

Please  join  us  as  we  voice  opposition  to  the  dishonorable  treatment  of 
our  ancient  skeletal  remains  and  the  violations  of  our  cultural  ways  and 
traditional  beliefs.  We  ask  that  you  send  generous  contributions  to  the 
non-profit  fund  that  has  been  set  up  to  facilitate  this  event;  and  that 
you  come  to  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico  for  our  show  of  solidarity  as  we 
protest  against  the  on-going,  anti-Native  American  treatment  of  our 
ancestors . 

Send  your  monetary  contributions  to:  Honor  Our  Ancestors,  c/o  Native 
Visions  Arts  Center,  PO  Box  7322,  Albuquerque,  NM  87194. 

For  information  and  assistance,  contact  Marla  BigBoy,  Colville 
Reservation  Attorney,  Colville  Tribes  (509)  634-2381  or  send  an 
email  to:  res_atty@televar.com. 

You  will  receive  flyers,  programs  and  other  pertinent  information  about 
this  important  event  shortly.  Please,  join  us  in  this  critical  effort  to 
bring  national  and  international  attention  to  the  plight  of  the  innocent 
indigenous  remains  of  our  people.  Lend  your  support  to  the  Honor  Our 
Ancestors  protest  rally  and  gathering  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico  during 
the  second  week  in  December. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  A.  Pakootas,  Colville  Business  Council 
Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Colville  Reservation 
Sally  S.  Tuttle 
tuttles@netusal . net 
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Update  on  Uncle  Sonny  Court  Case 
November  3,  1998 

[ Background  and  court  documents  located  at:  http://www.lclab.com/sonny  ] 

On  Monday,  October  26,  1998  a hearing  was  held  in  the  Court  of  Judge 
Ronald  Ibara,  and  a ruling  is  expected  soon. 

The  State  of  Hawaii's  own  Public  Defender  declared  in  Court  that  the  State 
of  Hawaii  should  "withdraw  from  the  Hawaiian  Islands." 

Deputy  Public  Defender  Peter  Bresciani  effectively  argued  that  the  State 
of  Hawaii  must  prove  "beyond  a reasonable  doubt"  that  it  is  in  fact  a 
"legitimate"  government.  The  judge  was  stunned  and  made  comments  including, 
"Mr.  Bresciani,  if  this  is  true,  this  court  no  longer  exists."  The  State  of 
Hawaii  failed  to  introduce  any  evidence  to  the  judge,  and  failed  to  defend 
themselves  regarding  their  legal  status  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

According  to  sources  within  the  Public  Defender's  office,  Mr.  Bresciani 
has  received  threats  against  himself.  Now  Mr.  Bresciani  is  requesting  that 
Uncle  Sonny  plead  guilty,  even  though  the  State  of  Hawaii  has  not  met  its 
burden  of  proof,  and  the  judge  has  not  made  a ruling  regarding  his  "Motion 
to  Dismiss". 

For  any  and  all  people  who  are  currently  facing  the  State  of  Hawaii's 
judicial  system,  a review  of  Uncle  Sonny's  Motion  to  Dismiss  is  found  at 
this  website,  URL:  "http://www.lclab.com/sonny/index.html".  In  order  for 
this  palapala  to  work  you  must  know  who  you  are,  a "Hawaiian  National," 
"subject,"  and  "Citizen,"  or  a "Native  Hawaiian",  foreign  (American) 
"citizen,"  and  "subject."  May  we  suggest  a review  of  Black's  Law  defining 
"Citizen,"  and  "subject."  According  to  the  Laws  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
everyone  in  Hawaii  is  subject  to  Kingdom  Law,  but  few  people  actively 
participate  and  follow  the  law  of  this  land  (Citizens). 

We  encourage  all  groups  to  come  together,  set  our  differences  and 
ideologies  aside,  and  move  forward  as  Hawaiians  according  to  the  laws  of 
this  land,  Hawaii  Nei.  Our  hope  is  that  now  all  of  Hawaii's  people  can  move 


forward  with  the  process  of  self-determination  according  to  Hawaiian, 

United  States,  and  International  law. 

Malama  pono. 

The  Hawaiian  Law  Foundation 

For  those  who  wish  to  show  their  support,  e-mail  letters  may  be  sent  to 
<mailto:rligon@konacoast.com>,  with  the  words  "Uncle  Sonny"  in  the  Subject. 
These  letters  will  be  printed  out  to  be  delivered  to  him. 

Uncle  Sonny  may  be  reached  at  (808)  889-5622. 
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Hale  Kuamo'o  - The  Hawaiian  Language  Center 

College  of  Hawaiian  Language 

University  of  Hawai'i  at  Hilo 

200  W.  Kawili  St.,  Hilo,  Hawai'i  96720 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
October  18,  1998 

Hilo,  Hawai'i  - Hale  Kuamo'o  has  announced  the  release  of  Ka  Ho'okele,  a 
Hawaiian  language  Internet  browser  for  the  World  Wide  Web  (WWW) . Ka 
Ho'okele  is  based  on  the  popular  Netscape  Communicator  Internet  program 
developed  by  Netscape  Communications  Corporation  of  Mountain  View, 
California.  It  is  the  first  such  translation  completed  for  any  Native 
American  or  Polynesian  language,  and  only  the  second  such  project  completed 
independently  of  Netscape.  The  translation  was  enabled  through  Netscape's 
Universal  Localization  Program  (ULP) . 

"This  Hawaiian  language  browser  demonstrates  the  viability  of  the 
Universal  Localization  Program  and  the  value  of  our  open  source  code 
concept,"  said  Rick  Elliott,  ULP  program  manager,  Netscape.  "We  believe 
this  marks  the  beginning  of  a new  wave  of  customized  Internet  browsers 
that  will  help  many  people  access  the  Web  in  their  native  language." 

Ka  Ho'okele  contains  a World  Wide  Web  browser,  email,  news  reader,  and  a 
module  for  creating  web  pages.  All  user  interface  elements  - menus,  dialog 
boxes,  window  names,  etc.  - are  in  Hawaiian.  At  this  time  only  a Macintosh 
version  of  Ka  Ho'okele  is  available.  Translation  of  Windows  and  Linux 
versions  of  Ka  Ho'okele  are  being  considered. 

Though  designed  specifically  for  the  students,  teachers,  parents  and 
support  personnel  involved  in  Hawaiian  Medium  Education  programs,  Ka 
Ho'okele  will  be  made  available  for  the  Hawaiian  speaking  community  at 
large  and  anyone  with  a Macintosh  computer  and  an  Internet  connection. 

On  March  31st  of  1998,  Netscape  Communications  Corporation  publicly 
released  the  source  code  for  Netscape  Communicator,  and  shortly  thereafter 
contacted  the  Hale  Kuamo'o  to  determine  if  there  was  interest  in  providing 
a Hawaiian  language  version  of  the  program.  Translation  and  testing  of  the 
program  was  completely  done  by  staff  of  the  Hale  Kuamo'o  during  the  summer, 
and  testing  completed  in  late-September . 

"We  have  been  told  that  97%  of  all  websites  on  the  Internet  are 


implemented  solely  in  the  English  language/'  says  Keiki  Kawai'ae'a, 

Director  of  Curriculum  and  Teacher  Development  for  the  Hale  Kuamo'o.  "We 
are  so  pleased  to  afford  public  access  to  those  who  choose  to  'surf  the  net' 
through  Hawaiian  and  in  Hawaiian." 

Hale  Kuamo'o  also  runs  Leoki,  a Hawaiian  language  Bulletin  Board  System 
(BBS)  that  is  used  by  nearly  1,000  Hawaiian  language  speakers  statewide, 
and  which  links  all  of  the  Hawaiian  immersion  schools,  Punana  Leo 
preschools,  Hawaiian  language  university  offices,  and  other  support 
organizations.  In  addition.  Hale  Kuamo'o  designed  and  maintains  Kualono, 
the  most  complete  and  diverse  source  of  information  on  Hawaiian  language  on 
the  Internet.  It  uses  a unique  dual-language  format,  allowing  users  to  view 
most  pages  in  both  Hawaiian  and  English. 

Funding  for  these  technological  initiatives  is  provided  by  the  'Aha 
Punana  Leo  through  its  consortium  agreement  with  the  Hale  Kuamo'o  to  provide 
curriculum  and  support  to  the  Hawaiian  immersion  schools. 

Ka  Ho'okele  homepage:  <http://www.olelo.hawaii.edu/OP/resources/kahookele/> 
Hale  Kuamo'o  homepage:  <http://www.olelo.hawaii.edu/OP/orgs/hk/> 

Kualono:  <http://www.olelo.hawaii.edu/> 

Netscape  ULP  homepage:  <http://www.mozilla.org/docs/110n> 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT: 

Keola  Donaghy  - Director  of  Media  and  Telecommunications 
Hale  Kuamo'o,  University  of  Hawai'i  at  Hilo 
voice  (808)  974-7339  fax  (808)  974-7339 
<mailto: keola@leoki . uhh . hawaii . edu> 

Keiki  Kawai'ae'a  - Director  of  Curriculum  and  Teacher  Development 
Hale  Kuamo'o,  University  of  Hawai'i  at  Hilo 
voice  (808)  974-7339  fax  (808)  974-7686 
<mailto: keiki@leoki . uhh . hawaii . edu> 

— end  forwarded  text 
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Native  Hawaiian  delegates  sought  for  convention  on  sovereignty  issues 
Honolulu  Star-Bulletin 
Wednesday,  November  11,  1998 
By  Pat  Omandam 

Rose  Marie  Duey  of  Iao  Valley  was  among  those  two  years  ago  who  asked, 
"What's  next?"  after  73  percent  of  Hawaiians  who  cast  their  ballots  in 
the  Native  Hawaiian  Vote  that  year  said  they  wanted  to  elect  delegates 
to  discuss  sovereignty  at  a constitutional  convention. 

Today,  as  the  Maui  coordinator  for  the  nonprofit  group  continuing  that 
process,  Duey  feels  the  answer  to  that  question  is  right  around  the  corner. 

"I  think  it's  important  that  we  take  the  next  step  and  not  leave  the 
people  who  participated  in  that  vote  up  in  the  air,"  she  said. 


"I  myself  participated  in  that  vote,  and  I've  been  looking  forward  to 
taking  that  next  step,  and  this  is  our  opportunity  to  do  that." 

Those  of  Hawaiian  ancestry  have  until  Tuesday  to  file  nomination  papers 
to  be  a delegate  at  next  year's  Native  Hawaiian  Convention , or  to 
register  to  vote  for  delegates  in  an  election  scheduled  for  Ian.  17. 

Eighty-five  seats  representing  Hawaiians  here  and  abroad  will  be  up  for 
grabs  by  candidates  who  want  a first-hand  say  in  the  reconstitution  of 
the  Hawaiian  government,  said  Kaipo  Kincaid,  executive  director  of  Ha 
Hawaii . 

Kincaid  said  the  convention  --  where  delegates  will  discuss,  propose 
and  recommend  a native  Hawaiian  government  to  Hawaiians  for  ratification 
--  will  cost  between  $1.5  million  to  $2  million,  with  private  grants 
shouldering  the  costs. 

She  said  the  question  delegates  will  focus  on  is  whether  or  not  Hawaii 
should  be  a sovereign  nation. 

"If  that  answer  is  affirmative  by  the  delegates,  then  constructing  the 
underpinnings  for  the  nation  is  what  they  will  be  doing,"  she  said.  "And 
there  could  be  no  greater  achievement  than  to  be  able  to  participate  in 
that  process." 

Kincaid  said  the  convention  will  be  held  next  year,  but  the  final 
decision  rests  entirely  on  the  delegates  --  not  Ha  Hawaii.  The  group  is 
the  successor  to  the  Hawaiian  Sovereignty  Elections  Council,  which 
disbanded  in  December  1996  after  working  three  years  to  put  on  the 
Native  Hawaiian  Vote. 

Of  the  81,507  ballots  mailed  to  registered  Hawaiians  in  that  vote, 

30,783  were  returned.  Of  the  ballots  cast,  22,294  --  or  73  percent  -- 
favored  a plan  to  elect  delegates  to  a convention. 

Critics  of  the  group,  however,  complain  Ha  Hawaii,  like  its 
predecessor,  is  a state  agency  that  cannot  legally  restore  the  Hawaiian 
kingdom.  They  warn  the  Hawaiian  convention  will  not  reflect  the 
sentiment  of  the  entire  Hawaiian  community,  and  that  it  may  jeopardize 
chances  of  international  recognition  of  a Hawaiian  nation. 

But  Ha  Hawaii  Secretary  Raymond  Pua  insists  the  group  is  not  a state 
agency  and  has  no  agenda  for  sovereignty.  All  it  wants  is  for  Hawaiians 
everywhere  to  decide  on  self-determination,  he  said. 

Proponents  also  contend  a convention  will  give  them  a unified  voice 
that  could  represent  Hawaiians  in  a variety  of  ways,  such  as  at  the 
United  Nations  arguing  for  a UN-controlled  plebiscite.  More  than  a dozen 
Hawaiian  groups  support  the  convention,  including  the  Association  of 
Hawaiian  Civic  Clubs  and  the  state  Council  of  Hawaiian  Homestead  Associations 
The  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs  a few  years  ago  funded  half  of  HSEC's 
Native  Hawaiian  Vote  but  is  still  reviewing  grant  requests  from  Ha  Hawaii. 

Pua  said  everyone  who  was  registered  to  vote  in  the  OHA  election  last 
week  --  more  than  100,000  people  --  is  automatically  eligible  to  vote  in 
January.  The  85  delegates  will  represent  about  3,000  Hawaiians  each, 
based  on  the  1990  U.S.  Census,  he  said. 

Interest  is  picking  up,  said  Molokai  coordinator  Bert  Harris,  who  had 
to  scramble  to  supply  nomination  papers  and  registration  forms  to 
Friendly  Isle  residents. 

Running  rules 

To  be  a delegate  to  the  Native  Hawaiian  Convention, 
a candidate  must: 

- Be  18  years  old  by  Jan.  17 

- Be  of  Hawaiian  ancestry 

- Reside  in  the  district  they  wish  to  represent 

- Complete  application  form 

- Submit  signed  list  of  15  registered  voters 

- Pay  a $25  fee 

- Apply  by  Nov.  17 

Call  Ha  Hawaii  at  (808)  597-1889  for  more  information, 
http : //www. ha-hawaii . com 
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GUSTAFSEN  COVERUP  CONTINUES:  BC  PREMIER  TELLS  CUPE  "NO  INQUIRY" 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

November  20,  1998 
No  copyright;  distribute  freely 

BC's  NDP  Premier  Glen  Clark  is  mounting  a massive  PR  campaign  to  promote 
a positive  image  of  his  government  respecting  Aboriginal  rights  as 
supposedly  evidenced  by  the  Nisga'a  trick-or-treaty . Behind  the  scenes  the 
NDP  machine  is  still  desperately  trying  to  suppress  a growing  awareness  of 
outrageous  actions  taken  by  the  state  in  the  summer  of  1995  against 
Traditionalist  Shuswap  defending  sacred  Sundance  grounds  at  Ts'peten,  near 
Gustafsen  Lake  (see  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html). 

The  following  letter  is  in  response  to  the  Canadian  Union  of  Public 
Employees  (CUPE)'s  endorsement  of  a resolution  from  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  calling  for  a public  inquiry  into  "all  aspects  of  the  Gustafsen 
Lake  matter."  Clark's  "one  law  for  all"  dissemblings  and  irrelevant 
platitudes  on  not  interfering  in  judicial  decision-making  clearly  don't 
deal  with  the  issue.  The  struggle  continues.  Please  add  your  voice  to  the 
demand  for  a full  and  open  public  inquiry  into  this  government's  attack 
upon  the  Gustafsen  Lake  Sundance  camp. 

The  truth  must  prevail.  To  sign  the  petition  demanding  an  inquiry  by 
email,  send  a message  to  <sisis@envirolink.org>  with  "petition"  in  the 
subject  header  and  "I  support  the  petition  for  a full  public  inquiry  into 
the  events  surrounding  the  Gustafsen  Lake  crisis,"  your  name,  and  your 
city  & province/state  of  residence  in  the  body  of  the  message.  For  other 
ways  to  support  the  Ts'peten  Defenders,  see 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
+++ 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  OFFICE  OF  THE  PREMIER 
NOVEMBER  2,  1998 


President  CUPE  Local  50 
Canadian  Union  of  Public  Employees 
302  - 2750  Quadra  St. 

Victoria  British  Columbia 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  August  26,  1998,  requesting  a public  inquiry 
into  the  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  I apologize  for  the  delay  in  my 
response. 

As  you  know,  the  police  are  responsible  for  keeping  the  peace  in  British 
Columbia  and  for  ensuring  the  public's  safety.  When  incidents  at  protest 
sites  involve  violence,  serious  threats  of  violence  or  property  damage, 
police  act  to  investigate  Criminal  Code  of  Canada  violations.  The  Criminal 
Code  applies  to  everyone  in  British  Columbia.  Those  charged  with  Criminal 
Code  violations  as  a result  of  incidents  at  Gustafsen  Lake  have  been 
before  the  Courts.  As  Premier,  I cannot  interfere  in  any  particular 
judicial  decision.  In  Canada,  the  judiciary  function  is  a separate  body 
and  Court  rulings  are  not  subject  to  review  by  any  level  of  Government. 

The  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake  have  been  dealt  with  appropriately  by  our 
criminal  justice  system.  The  Province  has  no  intention  of  reviewing  this 


matter  further  through  a public  inquiry. 


I appreciate  your  taking  the  time  to  express  your  views. 

Sincerely, 

Glen  Clark 
Premier 


MR.  PREMIER  : WE  DEMAND  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  ACTIONS  OF 
YOUR  GOVERNMENT  AT  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE! 

EMAIL  - <premier@gov.bc.ca> 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
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Economic  and  Social  Council 
Distr . 

GENERAL 

E/CN. 4/1998/106*/ 

15  December  1997 

ENGLISH 

Original:  ENGLISH/SPANISH 
COMMISSION  ON  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
Fifty-fourth  session 
Item  23  of  the  provisional  agenda 

INDIGENOUS  ISSUES 

Report  of  the  working  group  established  in  accordance  with  Commission  on 
Human  Rights  resolution  1995/32 

Chairman-Rapporteur : Mr.  3os  Urrutia  (Peru) 

Introduction 

1.  By  resolution  1995/32  of  3 March  1995  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights 
decided  to  establish  an  open-ended  inter-sessional  working  group  of  the 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  with  the  sole  purpose  of  elaborating  a draft 
declaration,  considering  the  draft  contained  in  the  annex  to  resolution 
1994/45  of  26  August  1994  of  the  Sub-Commission  on  Prevention  of 
Discrimination  and  Protection  of  Minorities  entitled  "Draft  United  Nations 
declaration  on  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples"  for  consideration  and 
adoption  by  the  General  Assembly  within  the  International  Decade  of  the 
World's  Indigenous  People.  This  decision  was  endorsed  by  the  Economic  and 
Social  Council  in  its  resolution  1995/32  of  25  Duly  1995. 

2.  The  working  group  held  6 formal  meetings  and  16  informal  plenary 
meetings  during  the  period  27  October-7  November  1997.  A total  of  346 
people  attended  the  meetings  of  the  working  group,  including  45  Governments 
and  123  indigenous  and  non-governmental  organizations. 

3.  This  report  contains  a record  of  the  general  debate  and  the  articles  of 
the  draft  declaration  which  were  adopted  by  consensus  at  first  reading.  The 
debate  which  took  place  in  the  informal  plenary  meetings  is  not  reflected 
in  this  report.  For  full  and  authoritative  versions  of  the  interventions, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  statements  of  the  representatives,  as 
given.  Many  delegations  made  copies  of  their  interventions  available  to  the 
working  group. 

4.  This  report  is  solely  a record  of  the  debate  and  does  not  imply 


acceptance  of  the  usage  of  either  the  expression  "indigenous  peoples"  or 
"indigenous  people".  In  this  report  both  terms  are  used  without  prejudice 
to  the  positions  of  particular  delegations,  where  divergences  of  approach 
remain . 

5.  The  working  group  was  opened  by  a representative  of  the  Office  of  the 
United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights. 

6.  At  its  first  meeting,  the  working  group  unanimously  reelected  Mr.  Dos 
Urrutia  (Peru)  as  its  Chairman-Rapporteur . 

Documentation 

7.  The  working  group  had  before  it  the  following  documents: 

Provisional  agenda  (E/CN.4/1997/WG.15/1) ; 

Draft  report  of  the  working  group  established  in  accordance  with 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  resolution  1995/32  of  3 March  1995 
( E/CN . 4/1997/WG . 15/C RP. 1-2); 

Provisional  and  final  list  of  participants  (E/CN.4/1997/WG.15/Misc.l  and 
E/CN. 4/1997/WG. 15/INF. 1) . 

8.  The  following  background  documents  were  made  available  to  the  working 
group: 

Technical  review  of  the  United  Nations  draft  declaration  on  the  rights  of 
indigenous  peoples:  note  by  the  secretariat  (E/CN. 4/Sub. 2/1994/2); 

Draft  declaration  on  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  as  agreed  upon  by 
the  members  of  the  working  group  at  its  eleventh  session 
(E/CN. 4/Sub. 2/1994/2/Add. 1); 

Sub-Commission  on  Prevention  of  Discrimination  and  Protection  of 
Minorities  resolution  1994/45  on  the  draft  United  Nations  declaration  on 
the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  (annex). 

Commission  on  Human  Rights  resolution  1995/32  on  the  establishment  of  a 
working  group  of  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights  to  elaborate  a draft 
resolution  in  accordance  with  paragraph  5 of  General  Assembly  resolution 
49/214  of  23  December  1994; 

Commission  on  Human  Rights  resolution  1997/31  on  the  working  group  of  the 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  to  elaborate  a draft  declaration  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  5 of  General  Assembly  resolution  49/214  of  23  December  1994; 

Report  of  working  group  established  in  accordance  with  Commission  on  Human 
Rights  resolution  1995/32  on  its  second  session  (E/CN .4/1997/102) . 

Participation  in  the  session 

9.  The  following  States  members  of  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights  were 
represented:  Argentina,  Austria,  Bangladesh,  Brazil,  Canada,  Chile,  China, 
Colombia,  Cuba,  Denmark,  El  Salvador,  Egypt,  Ethiopia,  France,  Germany, 
India,  Indonesia,  Dapan,  Malaysia,  Mexico,  Netherlands,  Pakistan, 
Philippines,  Russian  Federation,  South  Africa,  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Northern  Ireland,  United  States  of  America  and  Uruguay. 

10.  The  following  States  Members  of  the  United  Nations  were  represented  by 
observers:  Australia,  Bolivia,  Costa  Rica,  Estonia,  Fiji,  Finland, 

Guatemala,  Honduras,  Kenya,  New  Zealand,  Norway,  Peru,  Poland,  Spain, 

Sudan,  Sweden  and  Venezuela. 

11.  The  following  non-member  States  were  represented  by  observers:  Holy  See 
and  Switzerland. 

12.  The  following  specialized  agencies  were  represented  by  observers: 
International  Labour  Organization  and  World  Health  Organization. 

13.  The  following  intergovernmental  organization  was  represented  by  an 
observer:  European  Commission. 

14.  The  following  non-governmental  organizations  in  consultative  status 
with  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  were  represented  by  observers: 

General  consultative  status 
Franciscans  International. 

Special  consultative  status 

Aboriginal  and  Torres  Strait  Islander  Commission,  Commission  of  the 
Churches  on  International  Affairs  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  Friends 
World  Committee  for  Consultation  (Quakers),  Indigenous  World  Association, 
International  Centre  for  Human  Rights  and  Democratic  Development, 


International  Federation  of  Human  Rights  Leagues,  International  League  for 
the  Rights  and  Liberation  of  Peoples,  International  Organization  of 
Indigenous  Resource  Development,  International  Indian  Treaty  Council, 
International  Service  for  Human  Rights,  International  Work  Group  for 
Indigenous  Affairs,  Inuit  Circumpolar  Conference,  Mani  Tese  '76,  National 
Aboriginal  and  Islander  Legal  Services  Secretariat,  North  South  XXI, 
Society  for  Threatened  Peoples,  Treaty  Four,  Women's  International  League 
for  Peace  and  Freedom  and  World  Council  of  Indigenous  Peoples. 

Roster 

Grand  Council  of  the  Crees,  Indian  Law  Resource  Centre,  International 
Association  of  Educators  for  World  Peace,  International  Federation  for  the 
Protection  of  the  Rights  of  Ethnic,  Religious,  Linguistic  and  other 
Minorities,  International  Human  Rights  Association  of  American  Minorities, 
International  Peace  Bureau,  Minority  Rights  Group,  Sami  Council  and  World 
Organization  against  Torture. 

15.  The  following  organizations  of  indigenous  people  accredited  in 
accordance  with  Commission  on  Human  Rights  resolution  1995/32  were 
represented  by  observers: 

Aboriginal  and  Torres  Strait  Islander  Social  Justice  Commissioner,  Ainu 
Association  of  Hokkaido,  Ainu  Association  of  Sapporo,  Asociacin  Napguana, 
Asociacin  Tea-Amaro  Runa,  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  Association  Nouvelle 
de  la  Culture  et  des  Arts  Populaires,  Association  of  the  Shorski  People, 
Black  Hills  Teton  Sioux  Nation,  Catawba  Indian  Nation,  Chickasaw  Nation, 
Comisin  Coordinadora  de  Organizaciones  y Naciones  Indgenas  del  Continente, 
Comisin  Internacional  de  Derechos  de  los  Pueblos  Indgenas  de  Sud  Amrica, 
Comisin  Durdica  de  los  Pueblos  de  Integracin  Tahuantinsuyana,  Comisin 
Durdica  para  el  Autodesarrollo  de  los  Pueblos  Originarios  Andinos, 
Confederacy  of  Treaty  Six  First  Nations,  Consejo  de  Todas  las  Tierras, 
Cordillera  Peoples  Alliance,  Delegados  Indgenas  de  Sur-  y Centroamrica, 
Federation  des  Organisations  Amrindiennes  de  Guyane  (Provisional), 
Finno-Ugric  Peoples  Consultation  Committee,  Foundation  for  Aboriginal  and 
Islander  Research  Action  (Provisional),  Ikce  Wicasa  Ta  Omniciye,  Indian 
Confederation  of  Indigenous  and  Tribal  Peoples,  Indigenous  Initiative  for 
Peace,  Indigenous  Woman  Aboriginal  Corporation,  International  Alliance  of 
Indigenous  Tribal  Peoples  of  the  Tropical  Forests,  Ka  Lahui  Hawaii, 
Kimberley  Land  Council,  L ' Auravetl ' an  Foundation,  Louis  Bull  Cree  Nation, 
Lumad  Mindanaw  Peoples  Federation,  Mohawk  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs, 
Moviemiento  Indeo  "Tupaj  Amaru",  New  South  Wales  Aboriginal  Land  Council, 
Ngaiterangi  Iwi  Incorporated  Society,  Organisation  for  Survival  of 
Illaikipiak  Indigenous  Maasai  Group  Initiatives,  Organizacin  Mapuche  de 
Chile,  Te  Whanau  Rongomaiwahine  Trust  Inc. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  WORK 

16.  In  his  opening  statement,  at  the  1st  meeting,  the  Chairman-Rapporteur 
said  that  it  was  his  hope  that  the  working  group  would  be  able  to  adopt 
some  articles  during  the  third  session.  He  expressed  the  view  that  it  was 
important  for  the  working  group  to  present  tangible  results  to  the 
fifty-fourth  session  of  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights.  He  also  said  that 
it  was  still  necessary  to  hold  consultations  with  Governments  and 
indigenous  representatives  in  order  to  define  the  methods  of  work  of  the 
third  session. 

17.  At  the  2nd  meeting,  the  provisional  agenda  (E/CN.4/1997/WG.15/1)  was 
adopted . 

18.  Also  at  the  2nd  meeting,  the  Chairman-Rapporteur  informed  the  working 
group  about  his  consultations  with  Governments  and  indigenous  peoples' 
representatives.  On  the  basis  of  those  consultations,  he  proposed  that  the 
session  begin  with  a general  debate  in  a formal  plenary  meeting,  in  order 
to  give  the  opportunity  to  make  general  statements  to  those  delegations 
which  had  not  been  able  to  do  so  at  previous  sessions.  Otherwise,  formal 
meetings  should  be  limited  to  the  adoption  of  articles  agreed  upon  by 
consensus  in  informal  plenary  meetings.  In  this  connection,  he  proposed 
that,  following  the  debate,  the  working  group  start  informal  meetings  and 
consider  some  articles  of  the  draft  declaration  article  by  article.  He 
proposed  starting  with  13  articles  in  the  following  order:  15,  16,  17,  18, 


43,  5,  14,  44,  45,  1,  2,  12,  13.  In  dealing  with  each  article,  the  working 
group  should  first  consider  the  principles  underlying  the  article,  then  the 
text  itself.  Furthermore,  the  Chairman  said  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
results  of  his  consultations,  the  working  group  could  hold  a discussion  on 
the  principles  of  article  3 on  30  and  31  October  1997. 

19.  The  proposals  for  the  organization  of  work  were  approved  by  the  working 
group. 

GENERAL  DEBATE 

20.  The  observer  for  the  Sub-Commission  on  Prevention  of  Discrimination  and 
Protection  of  Minorities  listed  the  references  that  had  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  the  drafting  of  the  declaration.  These  were,  inter  alia,  the 
Charter  of  the  United  Nations;  all  the  juridical  instruments  in  the  field 
of  human  rights  that  the  United  Nations  and  its  specialized  agencies  had 
drafted  and  adopted;  every  pertinent  provision  in  international 
humanitarian  law;  the  paragraphs  relating  to  indigenous  peoples'  issues  in 
the  Rio  and  Vienna  Declarations;  declarations  of  the  indigenous  peoples 
themselves,  as  well  as  relevant  domestic  law.  All  the  most  recent  trends  in 
international  law  had  also  to  be  taken  into  account.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  all  those  aspects  had  been  taken  into  account  and  that  the  main 
objective  of  the  declaration  was  to  ensure  the  physical  and  cultural 
survival  of  indigenous  peoples,  it  would  be  advisable  to  adopt  the 
declaration  at  the  present  session. 

21.  The  observer  for  the  Movimiento  Indio  "Tupaj  Amaru"  highlighted  the 
risk  represented  by  prolonging  the  discussions  for  such  a long  time.  He 
stressed  the  need  for  indigenous  organizations  to  be  put  on  an  equal 
footing  with  Governments  in  the  drafting  of  the  declaration  in  order  to 
avoid  their  being  excluded  from  the  process.  The  declaration  should  also  be 
thought  of  in  a dynamic  way,  thus  reflecting  all  the  economic  and  political 
changes  that  characterized  today's  world.  The  static  position  of  some 
Governments  represented  a risk  for  the  development  of  such  an  important 
tool,  whose  provisions  should  depend  on  a democratic  vote  instead  of 
consensus.  The  representative  also  submitted  some  proposals  for  inclusion 
in  the  declaration. 

22.  The  observer  for  the  Cordillera  Peoples  Alliance  stated  that  the  draft 
declaration  constituted  a minimum  standard  for  the  protection  of  the  rights 
of  indigenous  peoples  and  called  upon  the  working  group  to  adopt  the  text 
as  it  stood.  She  also  expressed  some  concerns  regarding  the  participation 
of  indigenous  peoples  in  the  forum  and  raised  the  issue  of  accreditation 
which  had  become  a serious  obstacle  for  many  Asian  organizations. 

23.  The  observer  for  the  Comisin  Durdica  para  el  Autodesarrollo  de  los 
Pueblos  Originarios  Andinos  highlighted  the  seriousness  of  the  situation 
that  many  indigenous  peoples  faced  all  over  the  world  and,  consequently, 
the  need  for  the  declaration  to  be  adopted  in  its  present  form  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  declaration,  which  already  embodied  all  the  expectations  and 
hopes  of  indigenous  peoples,  would  thus  constitute  the  right  international 
juridical  framework  for  the  fundamental  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  to  be 
finally  acknowledged  and  respected. 

24.  The  observer  for  the  Consejo  de  Todas  las  Tierras  stressed  the  urgency 
of  adopting  the  declaration  in  order  to  protect  indigenous  peoples'  rights. 
Although  the  declaration  was  to  be  the  main  achievement  of  the  programme  of 
the  International  Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous  People,  the  draft  was 
still  under  discussion  and  he  expressed  his  concerns  about  the  delay.  Also, 
he  noted  with  disappointment  that  article  3 - a cornerstone  of  indigenous 
rights  - was  not  the  first  article  to  be  discussed.  Nonetheless,  he 
reiterated  the  importance  of  the  discussions,  which  should  be  open  and 
explorative,  and  stated  that  the  debate  should  be  seen  as  a first  rather 
than  a final  step  towards  the  protection  of  indigenous  peoples'  rights. 

25.  The  observer  for  the  Foundation  of  Aboriginal  and  Islander  Research 
Action,  in  a joint  statement  with  all  indigenous  organizations  from 
Australia,  stressed  the  need  for  indigenous  peoples  to  participate  as  equal 
partners  in  all  aspects  of  the  drafting  of  the  declaration.  The  most 
fundamental  principle  underpinning  the  entire  declaration  on  which  all  the 
other  provisions  would  rest,  was  the  right  of  self-determination.  The 
declaration  was  the  floor,  not  the  ceiling,  of  indigenous  peoples' 


aspirations  and  entitlements  and  the  integrity  of  the  document  had  to  be 
defended.  He  recalled  the  General  Recommendation  adopted  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Elimination  of  Racial  Discrimination  on  18  August  1997,  in  which  it 
called  upon  all  States  parties  to  the  Convention  to  ensure  that  no 
decisions  directly  relating  to  indigenous  peoples'  rights  and  interests 
taken  without  their  informed  consent,  and  to  recognize  and  protect  the 
rights  of  indigenous  peoples  to  own,  develop,  control  and  use  their 
communal  lands,  territories  and  resources.  He  welcomed  the  statement  made 
the  previous  year  by  the  representative  of  Canada  on  article  3 and 
encouraged  all  Governments  to  engage  in  a dialogue  with  indigenous  peoples. 

26.  The  observer  for  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  stated  that 
the  draft  was  the  minimum  standard  for  promoting  and  protecting  the  rights 
of  indigenous  peoples  and  urged  all  Governments  to  adopt  it  without 
amendments.  That  applied  in  particular  to  the  concept  of  "peoples"  as 
expressed  in  article  3 of  the  draft. 

27.  The  observer  for  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  reiterated  the 
importance  of  the  right  to  self-determination  and  the  need  to  facilitate 
its  implementation.  He  also  stated  that  the  draft  declaration  constituted  a 
minimum  standard  for  the  promotion  and  protection  of  the  rights  of 
indigenous  peoples.  He  acknowledged  the  progress  achieved  with  the 
Government  of  Canada,  especially  its  recognition  that  the  indigenous 
peoples  of  Canada  had  a right  to  self-determination,  and  encouraged  all 
Governments  and  indigenous  peoples  to  engage  in  similar  fruitful  dialogues. 

28.  The  observer  for  the  Fdration  des  Organisations  Amrindiennes  de  Guyane 
reiterated  the  importance  of  the  right  to  self-determination.  He  stated 
that  cultural  diversity  should  not  be  seen  as  a negative  element  but  as  an 
opportunity  to  give  indigenous  peoples  a chance  to  play  an  active  role.  He 
called  upon  all  Governments,  in  particular,  France  to  engage  in  a dialogue 
with  indigenous  peoples  all  over  the  world  and  to  adopt  the  draft  as  it 
stood . 

29.  The  observer  for  the  Delegados  Indgenas  de  Sur-  y Centroamrica  in  a 
joint  statement,  expressed  disappointment  at  the  decision  to  postpone  the 
discussion  on  article  3,  a cornerstone  of  the  draft  declaration.  The 
implementation  of  the  fundamental  principles  included  in  all  United  Nations 
instruments,  like  peace  and  development,  depended  on  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  right  to  self-determination  which,  consequently,  should  be  considered 
as  a priority. 

30.  The  observer  for  the  Association  Nouvelle  pour  la  Culture  et  les  Arts 
Populaires,  stated  that  although  the  General  Assembly  had  seen  the  draft 
declaration  as  a further  step  in  the  acknowledgment  and  protection  of  the 
rights  of  indigenous  peoples,  the  draft  declaration  could  only  represent 
minimum  universal  standards  for  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  and  should 
therefore  not  be  weakened.  Any  attempt  to  alter  the  draft  would  contradict 
the  principles  of  human  rights  as  recognized  by  the  United  Nations  in  all 
its  instruments.  The  observer  further  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
working  group  several  recent  meetings:  the  Second  Meeting  for  Humanity, 
held  in  Madrid,  Spain  in  Duly  1997;  the  First  Amazigh  World  Congress,  held 
in  Tafira-Las  Palmas,  Spain,  in  August  1997;  and  the  Twelfth  World  Congress 
of  Lawyers,  held  in  Mekns,  Morocco,  in  September  1997,  at  which  358 
signatures  were  collected  in  support  of  a petition  for  the  adoption  of  the 
declaration  on  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  before  the  end  of  1997.  He 
also  presented  the  working  group  with  the  petition. 

31.  The  observer  for  the  L ' Auravetl ' an  Foundation  reiterated  that  the  draft 
declaration  constituted  a minimum  standard  for  the  protection  of  the  rights 
of  indigenous  peoples  and  called  upon  the  working  group  to  adopt  the  text 
without  changes. 

32.  The  observer  for  the  International  Work  Group  on  Indigenous  Affairs 
also  supported  adoption  of  the  text  as  it  stood.  He  further  expressed  his 
gratitude  to  the  Governments  of  Denmark  and  Fiji  for  their  support  for  the 
cause  of  indigenous  peoples. 

33.  The  observer  for  Indigenous  Initiative  for  Peace  also  reiterated  the 
importance  of  adopting  the  draft  without  changes.  He  also  affirmed  that  the 
right  of  self-determination,  as  expressed  in  article  3 and  as  reflected  in 
every  other  provision  of  the  declaration,  was  fundamental. 

34.  The  observer  for  Ka  Lahui  Hawaii  stated  that  indigenous  Hawaiians 


continued  to  seek  changes  in  the  United  Nations  process  for  indigenous 
participation  in  the  inter-sessional  working  group  in  order  to  ensure  that 
those  peoples  most  affected  could  have  every  opportunity  to  express,  defend 
and  attain  the  full  measure  of  their  political,  civil,  social,  cultural  and 
economic  rights.  She  also  expressed  the  view  that  the  draft  declaration 
should  be  considered  as  an  entire  document  and  should  therefore  be  adopted 
as  such,  especially  as  far  as  the  notion  of  collective  rights  was 
concerned.  Finally,  she  expressed  disappointment  at  the  decision  not  to 
debate  article  3 first  and  stated  that  indigenous  peoples  and  nations  could 
not  come  to  a consensus  on  the  provisions  of  the  declaration  unless 
consensus  was  first  reached  on  that  critical  issue. 

35.  The  observer  for  the  Comisin  Internacional  de  Derechos  de  los  Pueblos 
Indgenas  de  Sud  Amrica  and  the  observer  for  the  International  Association 
of  Educators  for  World  Peace  stressed  the  importance  of  the  right  to 
self-determination  which  was  considered  as  a principle  which  could  not  be 
divorced  from  the  rest  of  the  provisions  of  the  draft  declaration. 

36.  The  observer  for  the  Te  Whanau  Rongomaiwahine  Trust  Inc.  also 
highlighted  the  importance  of  the  right  to  self-determination.  She  further 
stressed  the  need  for  the  declaration  to  be  adopted  in  its  present  form  as 
soon  as  possible.  She  expressed  the  hope  that  the  declaration  would  be 
adopted  before  the  end  of  the  Decade. 

37.  The  representative  of  China  expressed  the  view  that  it  was  fundamental 
to  define  the  term  "indigenous  people"  and  provide  clearly  for  the  scope  of 
application  of  the  draft  declaration.  The  declaration  had  often  been 
portrayed  as  the  first  of  a series  of  instruments  in  the  protection  of 
indigenous  peoples'  rights.  It  was  therefore  important  to  reach  a clear 
understanding  of  the  group  of  people  to  which  the  declaration  would  apply. 
In  arriving  at  a definition  of  indigenous  people,  the  following  factors 
should  be  considered:  (a)  the  issue  of  indigenous  people  had  emerged  under 
specific  historic  circumstances;  it  was  mainly  the  result  of  the  colonial 
policies  pursued  by  the  European  countries  in  other  regions  of  the  world, 
particularly  in  the  Americas  and  Oceania;  (b)  before  the  arrival  of  the 
colonialists  or  foreign  dominators,  the  indigenous  people  had  lived  for 
generations  in  certain  countries  or  geographical  regions  and  had  wholly  or 
partly  preserved  their  own  social,  economic,  cultural  and  political 
characteristics;  (c)  indigenous  people  must  not  only  identify  themselves  as 
such,  but  must  also  be  recognized  by  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
countries  in  which  they  resided.  With  regard  to  the  issue  of 
self-identification,  that  self-identification  should  be  exercised  through 
certain  legal  procedures  in  the  context  of  national  legislation. 

38.  During  the  3rd  formal  meeting  of  the  working  group,  held  on  4 November 
1997,  the  United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights,  Ms.  Mary 
Robinson,  addressed  the  working  group.  She  apologized  for  not  having  been 
able  to  attend  its  opening  session,  and  noted  that  she  was  an  honorary 
chieftain  of  an  indigenous  people  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

39.  The  High  Commissioner  emphasized  the  importance  of  the  procedure,  as 
established  by  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights,  which  ensured  the 
participation  of  indigenous  organizations  not  having  consultative  status 
with  the  Economic  and  Social  Council.  She  said  that  the  working  group 
represented  an  unusual  standard-setting  activity  by  which  governmental 
delegations  had  an  opportunity  to  talk  directly  with  the  beneficiaries  of 
the  draft  declaration.  The  presence  of  indigenous  delegations  added 
legitimacy  to  the  working  group.  She  said  that  the  draft  declaration  in 
many  ways  represented  the  acknowledgment  of  a new  generation  of  rights:  it 
covered  the  range  of  civil,  cultural,  economic,  political  and  social 
rights;  it  drew  on  the  right  to  development;  it  recognized,  as  it  stood  at 
present,  the  individual  and  collective  rights  of  indigenous  peoples.  She 
encouraged  all  the  interested  parties  to  take  their  time,  maintain  an  open 
dialogue,  and  seek  the  mutual  understanding  which  was  the  basis  of 
consensus . 

40.  The  High  Commissioner  recalled  that  she  was  the  Coordinator  of  the 
International  Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous  People  with  the 
responsibility  of  encouraging  action  and  cooperation  on  indigenous  issues 
throughout  the  United  Nations  system.  She  informed  the  working  group  that 
an  Indigenous  Project  Team  had  been  established  in  her  Office  in  order  to 


strengthen  its  programme  in  this  area. 

41.  At  its  4th  formal  meeting,  the  Chairman  proposed  adoption  at  first 
reading  of  article  43.  The  following  text  was  adopted  by  consensus  at  first 
reading: 

"All  the  rights  and  freedoms  recognized  herein  are  equally  guaranteed  to 
male  and  female  indigenous  individuals". 

42.  At  its  5th  formal  meeting,  the  Chairman  proposed  adoption  at  first 
reading  of  article  5.  The  following  text  was  adopted  by  consensus  at  first 
reading: 

"Every  indigenous  individual  has  the  right  to  a nationality". 

43.  In  connection  with  article  5,  the  Chairman  noted  that  all  States 
strongly  supported  the  principle  that  every  individual  had  the  right  to  a 
nationality.  He  noted  also  that  a number  of  States  considered  the  article 
conferred  the  same  rights  as  those  under  article  15  of  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights  and  article  24,  paragraph  3,  of  the 
International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights.  He  acknowledged  that 
a number  of  States  said  that  article  5 must  be  read  as  recognizing  the 
right  of  every  indigenous  individual  to  citizenship  within  the  State  to 
which  they  belonged,  consistent  with  article  15,  paragraph  1 of  the 
Universal  Declaration  and  article  24,  paragraph  3,  of  the  International 
Covenant.  He  observed  that  a number  of  States  also  identified  the  need,  in 
due  course,  to  clarify  the  relationship  between  the  rights  expressed  in 
this  article  and  the  language  of  article  32  on  citizenship  and  article  9 
relating  to  the  right  to  belong  to  an  indigenous  community.  The  Chairman 
noted  that  one  State,  which  shared  this  view,  noted  that  entitlement  to  a 
nationality  within  the  constitutional  framework  of  the  State  was  consistent 
with  its  founding  document,  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi;  it  was  against  this 
background  that  it  understood  the  meaning  of  the  article.  Finally,  the 
Chairman  recognized  that  approval  on  first  reading  of  article  5 was  without 
prejudice  to  the  discussions  still  pending  on  articles  9 and  32,  whose 
contents  had  a bearing  on  the  interpretation  of  article  5. 

44.  The  working  group  held  three  informal  meetings  on  the  principles 
underlying  article  3.  At  its  6th  meeting,  the  Chairman-Rapporteur 
summarized  the  results  of  the  informal  meetings  as  follows: 

(a)  All  States  recognized  and  upheld  the  principle  that  all  peoples  had  the 
right  of  self-determination,  as  enshrined  in  numerous  international 
instruments  and  recognized  by  international  law.  A number  of  States 
expressed  concern  about  the  implications  that  an  open  reference  to  the 
right  of  self-determination  might  have.  States  and  indigenous 
representatives  considered  that  it  was  essential  to  have  a clear 
understanding  of  the  precise  meaning  and  implications  of  draft  article  3, 
as  this  right  underpinned  other  articles  in  the  draft; 

(b)  Indigenous  representatives  and  some  States  considered  that  the 
inclusion  of  the  right  of  self-determination  was  indispensable  to  the 
declaration.  Indigenous  representatives  and  some  States  also  considered 
that  the  right  of  self-determination  must  apply  on  a non-discriminatory 
basis  to  all  peoples; 

(c)  States  held  a number  of  different  positions.  A number  of  States 
supported  the  principle  contained  in  draft  article  3; 

(d)  A number  of  States,  while  accepting  the  principle  of  self-determination 
of  indigenous  peoples,  required  further  clarification  on  the  implications 
of  the  exercise  of  this  right  within  the  legal  and  constitutional 
frameworks  of  existing  States,  which  should  be  reflected  in  the  text; 

(e)  Other  States  that  also  supported  this  principle  expressed  concern  with 
respect  to  the  implications  that  a wide  recognition  of  that  right  in 
article  3 might  have,  since  it  might  be  inclusive  of  the  right  of 
secession,  therefore  affecting  the  territorial  integrity  and  political 
unity  of  States.  They  also  expressed  the  need  for  these  concerns  to  be 
reflected  in  the  final  version  of  article  3; 

(f)  Other  States  took  the  position  that  the  peoples  entitled  to 
self-determination  were  understood  to  be  the  entire  peoples  of  a State  or 
those  who  could  constitute  themselves  as  a sovereign  independent  State,  and 
not  subnational  groups  within  an  existing  State; 

(g)  Some  indigenous  representatives  pointed  out  that  the  indigenous  peoples 
they  were  representing  were  not  aspiring  to  secede  from  existing  States, 


and  that  the  night  of  self  determination,  as  set  out  in  existing 
instruments,  already  provided  that  secession  could  only  be  invoked  in 
extreme  cases,  where  the  right  of  self-determination  was  denied  by  the 
State.  They  stated  that  article  3 should  be  adopted  as  currently  drafted, 
without  amendments. 

45.  The  working  group  held  nine  informal  meetings  on  the  principles 
underlying  articles  15,16,  17  and  18.  The  Chairman  noted  that  there  was 
broad  consensus  for  the  principles  underlying  those  articles.  He  took  note 
that  certain  States  could  adopt  the  articles  of  Part  IV  of  the  draft 
declaration  as  currently  drafted.  He  also  acknowledged  that  other  States 
required  further  discussion.  Furthermore,  some  governmental  delegations  had 
submitted  amendments  to  the  text  of  articles  15,  16,  17  and  18  for 
discussion  at  a future  session  of  the  working  group.  Those  amendments  would 
be  contained  in  annex  I to  the  Working  Group's  report.  Comments  relating  to 
those  articles  by  indigenous  peoples'  delegations  would  be  contained  in 
annex  II.  One  non-governmental  organization  proposed  amendments  to  articles 
15,  17  and  18  and  these  would  be  contained  in  annex  III.  The  Chairman  noted 
that  the  annexes  were  provided  for  information  and  were  not  part  of  the 
report . 

46.  The  working  group  held  three  informal  meetings  on  the  principles 
underlying  articles  14,  44  and  45.  The  Chairman  noted  that  there  was  broad 
consensus  on  the  principles  underlying  those  articles.  Many  States 
indicated  that  they  could  adopt  paragraph  1 of  article  14  and  article  44 
without  change.  Other  States  explained  that  they  still  had  difficulties 
with  the  articles  and  required  further  clarifications. 

Annex  I 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO  ARTICLES  15-18  FOR  FUTURE  DISCUSSION 

Article  15 

State 

Proposed  amendment  a/ 

Australia 

Indigenous  children  have  the  right  to  all  levels  and  forms  of  education  of 
the  State  on  at  least  the  same  basis  as  other  members  of  the  national 
community.  All  indigenous  peoples  also  have  this  right  and  the  right  to 
establish  and  control  their  educational  systems  and  institutions  providing 
education  in  their  own  languages,  in  a manner  appropriate  to  their  cultural 
methods  of  teaching  and  learning  in  accordance  with  applicable  education 
standards  established  at  the  appropriate  level  of  government. 

Indigenous  children  living  outside  their  communities  should,  wherever 
reasonable,  have  adequate  opportunity  for  have  the  right  to  be  provided 
access  to  education  in  their  own  culture  and  language. 

States  should  shall  take  effective  measures  to  provide  appropriate 
resources  for  these  purposes.  New  Zealand  Expects  to  return  to  discussion 
of  article  15  and  the  principles  and  various  textual  proposals  that  have 
been  put  forward  in  respect  of  the  article,  before  moving  on  with  work  on 
other  clusters.  United  States  of  America 

France 

Japan 

Indigenous  children  have  the  right  to  all  levels  and  forms  of  education  of 
the  State  on  the  same  basis  as  other  members  of  the  national  community.  All 
indigenous  peoples*  also  have  this  right  and  the  right  to  should  be  able  to 
establish  and  control  operate  their  educational  systems  and  institutions 
providing  education  in  their  own  languages,  in  a manner  appropriate  to 
their  cultural  methods  of  teaching  and  learning. 

Indigenous  children  living  outside  their  communities  should  have  the 
right  to  be  provided  reasonable  access  to  education  in  their  own  culture 
and  language. 

States  shall  take  effective  measures  to  provide  appropriate  resources  for 
these  purposes.  Canada  Indigenous  children  have  the  right  to  all  levels  and 
forms  of  education  of  the  State  on  the  same  basis  as  the  other  members  of 
the  national  community.  All  indigenous  peoples  also  have  this  right  and  the 
right  to  establish  and  control  their  educational  systems  and  institutions 


providing  education  in  their  own  languages,  in  a manner  appropriate  to 
their  cultural  methods  of  teaching  and  learning  and  in  accordance  with 
applicable  education  standards. 

Indigenous  children  living  outside  their  communities  should  have  the  right 
to  be  provided  reasonable  access  to  education  in  their  own  culture  and 
language. 

States  should  shall  take  effective  measures  to  provide  appropriate 
resources  for  these  purposes.  Brazil  Indigenous  children  have  the  right  to 
all  levels  and  forms  of  education  of  the  State.  All  indigenous  people(s) 
also  have  this  right  and  the  right  to  (establish  and  control  their 
educational  systems  and  institutions  providing)  education  in  their  own 
languages,  in  a manner  appropriate  to  their  cultural  methods  of  teaching 
and  learning. 

Indigenous  children  living  outside  their  communities  have  the  right  to  be 
provided  access  to  education  in  their  own  culture  and  language. 

States  shall  take  effective  measures  to  provide  appropriate  resources  for 
these  purposes. 

+ The  use  of  the  term  "peoples"  in  the  declaration  has  no  implications 
regarding  the  right  of  self-determination  or  any  other  rights  which  may 
attach  to  the  term  under  international  law. 

a/  Proposed  additions  are  underlined;  proposed  deletions  have  a line 
through  the  text. 

Article  16 
State 

Proposed  amendment 
Australia 

Indigenous  peoples  have  the  right  to  have  the  dignity  and  diversity  of 
their  cultures,  traditions,  histories  and  aspirations  appropriately 
reflected  in  all  forms  of  education  and  public  information. 

States  should  shall  take  effective  measures,  in  consultation  with  the 
indigenous  peoples  concerned,  to  eliminate  to  promote  the  elimination  of 
prejudice  and  discrimination  and  to  foster  promote  tolerance,  understanding 
and  good  relations  among  indigenous  peoples  and  all  segments  of  society. 

New  Zealand  Could  accept  the  wording  as  it  stands.  New  Zealand  understands 
that  the  language  used  in  the  second  paragraph,  referring  to  the 
elimination  of  prejudice  and  discrimination,  is  not  inconsistent  with  that 
used  in  the  International  Convention  on  the  Elimination  of  All  Forms  of 
Racial  Discrimination.  On  this  basis.  New  Zealand  could  support  the  current 
drafting  of  this  paragraph,  although  it  considers  that  the  meaning  of  the 
second  paragraph  could  be  clarified  by  the  use  of  less  absolute  language. 

New  Zealand  makes  this  suggestion  for  the  purposes  of  discussion.  United 
States  of  America 

France 

The  dignity  and  diversity  of  indigenous  peoples'*  Indigenous  peoples  have 
the  right  to  have  the  dignity  and  diversity  of  their  cultures,  traditions, 
histories  and  aspirations  should  be  appropriately  reflected  in  all  forms  of 
public  education  and  public  information. 

States  shall  take  appropriate  effective  measures,  in  consultation  with 
the  indigenous  peoples  concerned,  in  order  to  eliminate  prejudice  and 
discrimination  and  to  promote  tolerance,  understanding  and  good  relations 
among  indigenous  peoples*  and  all  segments  of  society.  Brazil  Proposes  that 
"Indigenous  peoples"  be  replaced  by  "Indigenous  people(s)". 

+ The  use  of  the  term  "peoples"  in  the  declaration  has  no  implications 
regarding  the  right  of  self-determination  or  any  other  rights  which  may 
attach  to  the  term  under  international  law. 

Article  17 
State 

Proposed  amendment 
Australia 

Indigenous  peoples  have  the  right  to  establish  their  own  media  in  their  own 
languages.  They  also  have  the  equal  right  to  equal  access  to  all  forms  of 
non  indigenous  media. 


States  should  shall  take  effective  measures,  wherever  possible,  to  ensure 
that  State-owned  media  duly  reflect  indigenous  cultural  diversity.  New 
Zealand  Could  accept  the  wording  as  it  stands.  However,  the  wording  "equal 
rights  of  access"  (replacing  "right  to  equal  access")  would  improve  the 
text  by  clarifying  the  objective.  United  States  of  America 

Japan 

Indigenous  individuals  or  peoples*  should  have  the  ability  right  to 
establish  their  own  media  in  their  own  languages  to  the  same  extent  as 
other  applicants.  They  also  have  the  right  to  equal  access  to  all  forms  of 
non  indigenous  media. 

States  should  shall  take  appropriate  effective  measures,  wherever  possible, 
to  provide  ensure  that  State-owned  media  duly  reflect  indigenous  cultural 
diversity. 

Canada 

Indigenous  peoples  have  the  right  to  establish  their  own  media  in  their  own 
languages  on  the  same  basis  as  the  other  members  of  the  national  community. 
They  also  have  the  right  to  equal  access  to  all  forms  of  non-indigenous 
media . 

States  shall  take  effective  measures  to  ensure  that  State-owned  media  duly 
reflect  indigenous  cultural  diversity.  Brazil  Indigenous  people(s)  have  the 
right  to  establish  their  own  media  in  their  own  languages,  in  accordance 
with  national  legislation  and  regulations.  They  also  have  the  right  to 
equal  access  to  all  forms  of  non-indigenous  media. 

States  shall  take  effective  measures  to  ensure  that  State-owned  media  duly 
reflect  indigenous  cultural  diversity. 

+ The  use  of  the  term  "peoples"  in  the  declaration  has  no  implications 
regarding  the  right  of  self-determination  or  any  other  rights  which  may 
attach  to  the  term  under  international  law. 

Article  18 
State 

Proposed  amendment 
Australia 

Indigenous  peoples  have  the  right  to  enjoy  fully  all  rights  established 
under  applicable  international  labour  law  and  national  labour  legislation. 

Indigenous  individuals  have  the  right  not  to  be  subjected  to  any  adverse 
discriminatory  conditions  of  labour,  employment  or  salary.  New  Zealand 
Strongly  supports  the  substance  and  principles.  Proposes  that  the  word 
"applicable"  be  inserted  before  "international  labour  law".  United  States 
of  America 

lapan 

France 

Indigenous  individuals,  individually  and  in  association  with  others, 
peoples  are  entitled  have  the  right  to  enjoy  fully  all  rights  established 
under  international  labour  treaties  ratified  by  the  State  in  which  they 
live  law  and  national  labour  legislation  without  discrimination  on  account 
of  their  indigenous  origin  or  identity. 

Indigenous  individuals  have  the  right  not  to  be  subjected  to  any 
discriminatory  conditions  of  labour,  employment,  salary  or  related 
benefits.  Canada  Indigenous  peoples  have  the  right  to  enjoy  fully  all 
rights  established  under  applicable  international  labour  law  and  national 
labour  legislation.  States  should  ensure  that  indigenous  children  are 
protected  from  economic  exploitation  and  from  performing  any  work  that  is 
likely  to  be  hazardous  or  to  interfere  with  the  child's  education,  health 
or  development. 

Indigenous  individuals  have  the  right  not  to  be  subjected  to  any 
discriminatory  conditions  of  labour,  employment  or  salary.  Brazil 
Indigenous  people(s)  have  the  right  to  enjoy  fully  all  rights  established 
under  international  labour  law  and  national  labour  legislation. 

Indigenous  individuals  have  the  right  not  to  be  subjected  to  any 
discriminatory  conditions  of  labour,  employment  or  salary. 


Annex  II 

COMMENTS  RELATING  TO  ARTICLES  15  TO  18  BY  INDIGENOUS  DELEGATIONS 
Indigenous  organizations  and  delegations  attending  the  third  session  of  the 
working  group  supported  the  texts  of  articles  15  to  18  as  adopted  by  the 
Sub-Commission  and  recommended  that  they  be  adopted  without  amendment.  The 
articles  are  reproduced  below. 

Article  15 

Indigenous  children  have  the  right  to  all  levels  and  forms  of  education  of 
the  State.  All  indigenous  peoples  also  have  this  right  and  the  right  to 
establish  and  control  their  educational  systems  and  institutions  providing 
education  in  their  own  languages,  in  a manner  appropriate  to  their  cultural 
methods  of  teaching  and  learning. 

Indigenous  children  living  outside  their  communities  have  the  right  to  be 
provided  access  to  education  in  their  own  culture  and  language. 

States  shall  take  effective  measures  to  provide  appropriate  resources  for 
these  purposes. 

Article  16 

Indigenous  peoples  have  the  right  to  have  the  dignity  and  diversity  of 
their  cultures,  traditions,  histories  and  aspirations  appropriately 
reflected  in  all  forms  of  education  and  public  information. 

States  shall  take  effective  measures,  in  consultation  with  the  indigenous 
peoples  concerned,  to  eliminate  prejudice  and  discrimination  and  to  promote 
tolerance,  understanding  and  good  relations  among  indigenous  peoples  and 
all  segments  of  society. 

Article  17 

Indigenous  peoples  have  the  right  to  establish  their  own  media  in  their  own 
languages.  They  also  have  the  right  to  equal  access  to  all  forms  of 
non-indigenous  media. 

States  shall  take  effective  measures  to  ensure  that  State-owned  media  duly 
reflect  indigenous  cultural  diversity. 

Article  18 

Indigenous  peoples  have  the  right  to  enjoy  fully  all  rights  established 
under  international  labour  law  and  national  labour  legislation. 

Indigenous  individuals  have  the  right  not  to  be  subjected  to  any 
discriminatory  conditions  of  labour,  employment  or  salary. 

Annex  III 

COMMENTS  BY  THE  NON-GOVERNMENTAL  ORGANIZATION  MOVIMIENTO  INDIO  "TUPAD 
AMARU"  ON  ARTICLES  15,  17  AND  18 

Article  15 

All  indigenous  peoples  have  a collective  and  individual  right  to  free, 
comprehensive  and  diversified  education  at  all  levels  and  in  all  forms  of 
basic,  middle  and  higher  education  in  their  own  languages,  including 
bilingual  education.  They  are  also  entitled  to  formulate  policy  for  their 
own  education  systems  and  teaching  institutions,  [and  to]  manage  and 
administer  for  themselves  the  resources  assigned  to  education. 

States  recognize  education  as  their  highest  function  and  agree  to  orient 
teaching  towards  the  full  development  of  the  human  personality,  providing 
sufficient  resources  to  carry  out  and  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this 
declaration . 

Article  17 

Indigenous  peoples  have  the  right  to  establish  their  own  media  in  their  own 
languages.  They  also  have  the  right  to  equal  access  to  all  existing  mass 
communications  media,  [and  to]  set  up  radio  and  television  broadcasting 
networks  in  indigenous  languages  with  a view  to  inculcating  respect  for 
their  identity  in  indigenous  people  and  fostering  friendship  among 
different  social  groups. 

States  shall  take  appropriate  action  to  ensure  that  State-owned  media  duly 


reflect  multinational  and  multicultural  diversity. 

Article  18 

Under  the  international  conventions  adopted  by  ILO,  indigenous  peoples  have 
the  right  to  pursue  their  material  welfare  and  intellectual  development  in 
dignity.  Every  indigenous  person  has  the  right  to  work  without  distinction 
or  discrimination  on  grounds  of  his  identity,  and  the  right  to  "equal  pay 
for  equal  work",  to  satisfactory  health  conditions  and  to  social  security. 
Pursuant  to  their  labour  legislation.  States  shall  take  appropriate  action 
to  ensure  effective  protection  in  matters  of  hiring  and  working  conditions, 
especially  legal  protection  for  children  against  illegal  exploitation,  that 
might  have  damaging  consequences  for  their  health,  education  and  physical 
and  mental  development. 
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Tribe  officials  targeted  in  wiretapping  suit 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
11/20/98 

Chief  3oe  Byrd  and  his  administration  have  emerged  as  the  primary  targets 
of  a $1  million  wiretapping  lawsuit  filed  against  former  and  present 
officials  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

A partial  settlement  has  been  reached  in  the  case,  but  Byrd  is  still  a 
defendant  in  the  matter  along  with  his  general  counsel,  a Tulsa  attorney  said 
Thursday. 

Attorney  Chuck  Shipley  said  the  wiretapping  matter  would  be  pursued  against 
Byrd,  the  tribe's  former  secretary-treasurer,  the  general  counsel,  a former 
press  secretary  and  a Byrd  adviser.  The  case  is  in  U.S.  Northern  District 
Court  in  Tulsa. 

Three  members  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  are  seeking  $1  million  in  damages  in  a 
lawsuit  alleging  wiretapping  of  one  or  more  of  their  telephone  conversations. 

There  have  been  allegations  that  the  wiretapping  was  instigated  at  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Housing  Authority. 

The  lawsuit  also  named  three  housing  authority  commissioners,  a former 
executive  director  and  authority  police  officers. 

Shipley  said  an  agreement  had  been  reached  with  the  commissioners  and 
employees . 

He  didn't  go  into  detail  but  said  "the  administration  had  the  bad  actors.  They 
knew  about  this." 

The  housing  authority's  board  of  commissioners  earlier  instructed  authority 
employees  to  cooperate  with  an  FBI  investigation  into  alleged  wiretapping 
activities . 

Shipley  said  one  of  the  defendants,  Mark  McCullough,  a Pryor  businessman, 
passed  the  tapes  along  to  members  of  the  Byrd  administration  and  that  Byrd  had 
heard  at  least  part  of  the  tapes. 

The  interception  of  a wiretap,  Shipley  said,  is  a violation  of  the  law. 

The  wiretapping  allegations  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  America's 
second-largest  Indian  tribe,  grew  out  of  a controversy  that  started  in 
February  1997  when  tribal  marshals  raided  Byrd's  headquarters  in  search  of 
evidence  of  misuse  of  funds. 

Federal  audits  requested  by  lawmakers  have  questioned  tribal  expenditures 
and  criticized  the  tribe's  bookkeeping  system. 
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Ute  tribe  opens  new  supermarket  in  bid  for  economic  empowerment 

c.  AP 

11-19-98 

FORT  DUCHESNE,  Utah  (AP)  In  a bid  for  economic  empowerment,  the  Ute 
Indian  tribe  opened  the  doors  Wednesday  on  the  new  Ute  Plaza  Supermarket. 

Euleeta  Myore,  bakery  manager  at  the  market,  is  glad  the  store  is  open. 
She  had  worked  at  a fast-food  restaurant  in  Roosevelt,  just  a few  miles 
from  her  home  on  the  Uintah  and  Ouray  Reservation. 

"In  Roosevelt  there  was  always  tension  with  whites,"  said  Myore.  "There 
were  the  derogatory  comments  like,  'Only  an  Indian  would  do  something  like 
that,1  when  the  employees  saw  something  they  didn't  like.  ...  Here  we  are 
working  among  friends  and  family." 

A gas  station  will  open  nearby  soon. 

It  is  not  the  first  major  business  endeavor  on  the  sprawling,  2 million- 
acre  reservation  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  state. 

In  the  1960s,  federal  bureaucrats  decided  that  Indian  tribes  needed 
resorts  to  bring  in  tourist  dollars.  The  Ute  tribe  built  Bottle  Hollow,  a 
hotel  and  conference  center,  but  nobody  came  and  today  the  complex  is 
virtually  a ghost  town. 

The  supermarket  was  built  with  money  received  for  tribal  water  rights  in 
a 1992  settlement  with  the  Central  Utah  Water  Project  money  that  the 
tribe  says  was  promised  in  the  1960s. 

Tribal  leaders  are  confident  that  the  grocery  store  will  be  a success 
and  the  money  that  would  have  gone  to  towns  like  Roosevelt  will  now  stay 
on  the  reservation. 

"This  is  something  the  tribe  has  needed  for  a long  time,"  said  Ron 
Wopsock,  chairman  of  the  Ute  Tribe  Business  Committee.  "This  is  basically 
the  people's  store.  If  they  support  it,  it  will  succeed." 

If  it  succeeds,  it  would  create  much-needed  jobs  for  the  tribe. 

"We  need  jobs  for  our  people,"  said  Raymond  Murray,  a member  of  the 
tribal  business  committee.  "And  the  only  way  we  can  do  that  is  to  do  what 
we  are  doing  today." 

Of  the  40  grocery-store  jobs,  38  are  held  by  tribal  members,  many  of 
whom  had  been  unemployed  before  the  store  opened.  Two  of  the  four  bank 
employees  are  Utes. 

And  if  Dana  O' Crowley  the  grocery  store  manager  has  his  way,  all  the 
jobs,  including  his  and  the  meat  department  manager's,  will  be  filled  by 
Utes . 

"One  of  our  goals  is  to  train  tribal  members  to  take  our  place,"  said 
O'Crowley,  an  employee  of  Associated  Foods,  a partner  in  the  venture. 

"They  are  so  proud  of  this  store,  that  it  is  theirs.  The  tribal  members 
have  a strong  desire  to  work." 

"We  are  not  experts  in  business,"  said  Larry  Blackhair,  a business 
committee  member.  "We  looked  for  people  who  are  professionals  on  how  to  do 
this . " 

They  found  Associated  Foods  and  First  Security  Bank. 

Myore  said  the  tribe  found  the  right  partners.  Associated  Store  trainers 
have  been  like  "grandmothers  and  grandfathers." 

The  tribe  is  considering  developing  other  projects  such  as  a 
water-bottling  facility  at  a spring  on  the  reservation. 
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Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  suspends  chairman,  vice  chairman 

c.  AP 
11-16-98 

MARTY,  S.D.  (AP)  The  Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  has  suspended  its  chairman  and 
vice  chairman  while  it  launches  an  investigation  into  a possible  abuse  of 
power. 

Brothers  Steve  and  Robert  Cournoyer  were  suspended  Saturday  without  pay 
on  a 46-0  vote  of  the  tribe's  general  council. 

Tribal  Chairman  Steve  Cournoyer  led  the  tribe  10  years  ago  and  was  re- 
elected chairman  in  1997. 

An  investigation  will  be  conducted  into  possible  unauthorized 
expenditures  and  contractual  agreements,  the  tribe  said  in  a news  release. 

The  general  council  also  ordered  that  Harlan  Horned  Eagle,  the  tribal 
treasurer,  be  retested  for  drug  and  alcohol  use.  Horned  Eagle  had  failed  a 
previous  test  for  alcohol  and  drugs,  and  if  he  tests  positive  in  this  test, 
he  also  will  be  terminated,  the  tribe  said. 

Members  also  named  Ellsworth  Chytka  as  pro-tern  chairman  and  Lois  "Pokey" 
Weddell  as  pro-tern  secretary.  The  changes  take  effect  immediately. 

The  pro-tern  officers,  tribal  leaders  and  tribal  members  are  scheduled  to 
meet  with  U.S.  Attorney  Karen  Schreier. 

The  release  also  said  tribal  members  were  frustrated  that  the  Business 
and  Claims  Committee  had  refused  to  recognize  the  authority  and  direction 
of  the  Yankton  Sioux  General  Council.  Members  believe  the  committee  acted 
out  of  the  scope  of  its  authority. 

Since  January,  several  attempts  have  been  made  to  convene  General 
Council  meetings  to  allow  tribal  members  to  provide  input  and  resolve 
concerns  that  may  involve  unauthorized  expenditures  and  contractual 
agreements . 
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Massive  parcel  lost  when  cattle  baron  took  over  reserve  land. 

Penticton  - The  Penticton  Indian  band  has  filed  a multimillion  dollar 
land  claim  covering  almost  one  third  of  this  Okanagan  city.  The  claim  for 
445  hectares,  almost  the  size  of  Vancouver's  Stanley  Park,  is  for  a parcel 
of  land  known  as  the  Timber  Reserve,  originally  made  part  of  the  band's 
reserve  in  1877.  Some  of  Penticton's  most  expensive  residential  and 
commercial  land  is  located  in  the  area  under  dispute. 

"Obviously  we  don't  expect  to  get  all  that  land  back  after  all  this  time, 
band  land  manager  Joan  Philip  said  Friday.  "We  do  expect  to  be  compensated 
for  it."  Penticton  Mayor  Beth  Campbell  said  the  issue  is  "just  another 
example"  of  how  aboriginal  land  claims  are  affecting  BC.  "We  have  a very 
healthy  relationship  with  the  band  in  terms  of  communication,"  said 
Campbell,  "and  I don't  see  us  handling  this  issue  any  differently.  Band 
lawyer  Ray  Richardson  said  taxpayers  will  end  up  paying  millions  because 
of  Tom  Ellis,  a Penticton  pioneer  who  illegally  took  the  land  out  of  the 
Penticton  Indian  reserve.  The  Timber  Reserve  was  established,  along  with 
the  rest  of  the  reserve,  by  the  Joint  Reserve  Commission  in  1877. 

It  encompassed  more  than  566  hectares  of  what  is  now  Penticton  and  was  to 
be  used  as  a resource  area  solely  for  the  use  of  the  Pen-tak-ten.  That 
changed  when  Ellis,  an  early  cattle  baron,  took  over  about  120  hectares  of 
the  Timber  Reserve  before  1890  simply  by  fencing  it  off.  Ellis  didn't  like 
the  Indians  crossing  his  land  to  get  to  the  rest  of  the  Timber  Reserve  and 
he  also  wanted  the  rest  of  the  reserve  for  himself.  The  Penticton  band  won 


a partial  claim  on  the  land  in  1982. 
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- "RE:  Plymouth  day  of  Mourning"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Nov  1998  12:15:25  -0600  (CST) 

From:  DRP  < j rp05@gnofn . org> 

Subj : Plymouth  day  of  Mourning  --  please  pray 
It's  this  Thursday. 

This  is  a strange  holiday,  some  want  to  fast  and  mourn,  some  want  to 
feast  and  celebrate.  I am  one  of  those  who  want  to  fast  and  mourn.  Every 
day  I give  thanks  and  celebrate  life.  But  the  events  of  how  this  country 
was  founded,  they  do  not  seem  to  me  to  be  something  to  celebrate. 

Someone  asked  about  thanksgiving  recipes.  I felt  like  posting  how-to's 
for  fasting,  and  various  types  of  semi-fasts  if  a total  fast  is  not 
feasible.  But  I didn't  do  this  cos  who  am  I?  Those  who  know  this,  they 
know.  Those  who  don't  know  this,  they  won't  want  to  know. 

The  town  of  Plymouth  has  agreed  to  let  the  people  walk  and  mourn  and  talk 
and  pray.  They  have  agreed  that  the  first  peoples  of  this  land  and  their 
allies  don't  need  a permit  to  walk  this  land.  A victory. 

But  some  say  there  may  still  be  trouble.  Some  say  the  police  are  angry. 

I beg  of  all,  whether  you  fast  and  mourn,  or  whether  you  feast  and 
celebrate,  or  whether  you  do  both  --  please  pray  for  the  people  who  will 
be  walking  for  us  all,  at  Plymouth,  this  Thursday.  And  if  you  choose  to 
fast  you  will  be  in  good  company,  for  many  of  the  Plymouth  walkers  will  be 
fasting  too,  from  sundown  the  previous  day  till  after  the  walk,  with  a 
feast  that  evening. 

Please  pray.  The  police,  many  of  them  are  former  military  personnel,  and 
they  take  an  oath  to  uphold  the  constitution.  The  constitution  guarantees 
freedom  of  speech,  assembly,  and  religion.  The  true  test  of  our  freedoms 
are  exactly  in  situations  like  this,  where  the  message  is  hard  and  we 
cannot  take  anything  for  granted.  Some  people  of  Plymouth  may  not  like  the 
decision,  upholding  the  Indians'  and  their  friends'  right  to  do  this.  But 
whether  whoever  likes  it  or  not,  it  is  the  will  of  the  town  council,  and 
the  will  of  the  people,  the  thousands  of  people  who  have  called  and 
written  from  all  over  the  country  all  year,  in  support  of  this  sacred 
walk.  Please  pray  that  all  will  see  this  and  that  the  day  of  mourning 
walk  will  be  a safe  and  peaceful  event,  a sacred  event. 

I cannot  be  there  this  year  in  person  as  I hoped  to  be,  due  to  $ 
limitations  and  duties  here  at  home.  But  I will  be  there  in  spirit.  I 
will  join  my  prayers  with  the  prayers  of  many  others,  let  this  be  good. 

A sincere  thank  you  also  to  those  who  actually  will  be  walking.  I know 
that  you  are  walking  for  me,  and  for  us  all. 

Thank  you. 

Dee 

(PS  --  I want  to  post  this  on  alt. native  and  soc . culture . native  but  cannot 
because  my  Usenet  connect  is  down  right  now.  If  anyone  agrees  with  what 
I've  said  here  strongly  enough  to  make  it  their  words  as  well,  please  be 
so  kind  as  to  repost  it  there.  Also  please  pass  this  message  along  to  any 
lists  you  wish,  where  you  feel  it  may  be  appropriate.  Thanks  --  Dee) 
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Heart  of  the  Makah:  Touring  the  reservation 
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by  Ian  Halliday 

Special  to  The  Seattle  Times 
Posted  at  02:54  p.m.  PST;  Sunday,  November  8,  1998 

The  narrow  highway  from  Port  Angeles  to  Neah  Bay  was  carved  between  the 
beach  and  the  cliffs  along  the  Strait  of  Duan  de  Fuca  in  the  1930s;  until 
then  the  only  way  to  Neah  Bay  and  the  Makah  Reservation,  at  Washington's 
northwestern-most  tip,  was  by  boat. 

The  road  hugs  the  curve  of  inlets  and  small  bays,  then  straightens  as  it 
passes  the  tribe's  cemetery  on  the  left,  a sweep  of  green  grass  garlanded 
with  flowers  and  carved-wood  memorials,  then  dips  down  into  the  protected 
harbor  and  protected  curve  of  beach  that  once  housed  the  longhouses  of 
Deah,  one  of  the  original  Makah  villages. 

The  47-square-mile  reservation's  boundary,  newly  marked  by  a white  sign 
posted  on  the  roadside,  welcomes  visitors.  At  the  top  of  the  sign  is  an 
imttage  of  Thunderbird,  with  his  formidable  beak  and  broad  wingspan.  He 
lifts  a humpback  whale  in  his  talons. 

In  the  parking  lot  of  the  Makah  Cultural  and  Research  Center,  Donna 
Wilkie  steps  out  of  her  van.  The  Makah  tribal  member,  grandmother  and 
former  professional  jazz  singer  greets  me  with  a welcoming  song,  as  Makah 
villagers  once  greeted  strangers:  The  musical  exchange  between  visitors 
and  villagers  was  the  way  of  asking  and  granting  permission  to  beach  their 
canoes . 

This  is  Donna's  fourth  year  guiding  tourists  around  the  reservation,  and 
the  most  troublesome:  Her  private  telephone  number  is  posted  on  the 
Internet  as  a "person  of  interest,"  by  anti-whaling  activists,  and  she's 
been  getting  harassing  phone  calls  and  threats  about  the  Makah 's  proposed 
whale  hunt  since  early  summer. 

She  asked  one  caller  from  Los  Angeles  if  she  knew  whether  there  were 
kids  living  in  LA  who  were  homeless  or  who  didn't  have  enough  to  eat. 
"Then,"  Donna  says,  "I  ask  her,  'Well,  why  are  you  more  worried  about  one 
whale,  then  about  all  those  hungry  kids?' 

"And  that's  all  I'm  going  to  say  about  whaling." 

Touching  the  past 

Inside  the  cultural  center,  built  in  the  1970s  as  a museum  and 
repository  of  Makah  material  culture,  is  a scale  model  of  a typical  Makah 
village. 

Massive  cedar-planked  longhouses,  with  removable  roof  planks  that  worked 
as  both  chimney  and  skylight,  once  lined  the  most  protected  crescent 
beaches  in  Makah  territory.  (Average  houses  were  60  feet  by  30  feet,  with 
15-foot-high  ceilings.)  Whalebones  were  sunk  into  the  ground  at  the 
dripline,  helping  to  drain  rain  water  from  between  the  longhouses.  It  was 
a creative  and  essential  device  in  the  rain  forest  where  it  pours  an 
average  of  146  inches  a year. 

In  the  next  room  there's  an  example  of  the  drain  made  of  real  whale 
bones;  it  sits  next  to  a full-size,  furnished  longhouse  smelling 
pleasantly  of  smoked  salmon  dried  on  racks  overhead. 

Almost  everything  else  in  the  museum  is  installed  behind  glass.  But  huge 
whaling  canoes,  once  cut  from  a special  grove  of  ancient  cedars  more  than 
1,000  years  old,  shaped  with  adzes  and  pulled  to  the  shoreline  for 
steaming  and  shaping,  are  freestanding  here  and  filled  with  whaling  gear. 
One  can  feel  the  marks  chipped  into  the  wood. 

More  than  7,000  artifacts  exhibited  here  were  recovered  from  Ozette  at 
Cape  Alava,  about  15  miles  south  of  Cape  Flattery.  It's  one  of  the  most 
important  archeological  sites  in  North  America.  Entombed  for  500  years 
after  an  earthquake  liquefied  a hillside  and  buried  the  village  in  mud, 
Ozette  was  excavated  in  the  1960s  and  1970s. 

About  half  of  what  was  unearthed  at  Ozette  - like  Deah,  one  of  the 
Makah 's  five  traditional  village  sites  - were  whalebones;  the  remainder 


were  the  tools  of  a village  immersed  in  food  gathering:  fishing  pouches, 
fishnets,  fishhooks,  harpoons,  tools  and  storage  containers. 

The  presence  of  whales 

The  objects  found  in  the  village  support  the  Makah's  oral  history  that 
Ozette  was  home  to  the  strongest  whale  hunters  and  their  families  who 
supplied  all  the  Makah  people  with  whale  meat. 

Whales  were  harpooned  at  sea,  then  towed  to  the  shorelines  of  four  major 
Makah  villages  for  butchering. 

The  only  access  to  the  Ozette  site  at  Cape  Alava  is  by  hiking  trail.  The 
most  challenging  way  to  the  village  is  from  Shi  Shi  beach  (about  12  miles 
south  of  Cape  Flattery;  a new  trail  to  Shi  Shi  is  scheduled  to  open  next 
spring)  then  across  the  headlands  to  Ozette. 

An  easier  way  is  to  drive  from  highway  112  across  the  south  end  of  the 
reservation  from  Seiku  to  Ozette  Lake,  park  at  the  Cape  Alava  trailhead, 
and  hike  three  miles  over  a boardwalk  to  the  beach.  The  boardwalk  meanders 
through  old-growth  hemlock  and  cedar,  swamp,  and  wildflower-f illed 
meadows.  The  village  site  is  about  a quarter-mile  north  of  the  trail's  end 

It  faces  the  rocky  beach,  towering  haystack  rocks  and  beds  of  bull  kelp 

that  seem  to  breathe  with  the  incoming  tide.  It's  a lonely,  serene  place, 
especially  in  a driving  rainstorm. 

Artists  preserve  culture 

On  this  day's  reservation  tour,  Donna  will  join  me  in  my  car  for  a trip 
from  the  tribal  center  to  her  home  at  the  old  village  site  of  Sooes,  a 

crescent  of  white  sand  between  Hobuck  and  Shi  Shi  beaches.  Her  son.  Rich 

Sones,  will  accompany  me  to  the  new  Cape  Flattery  Trail  overlooking 
Tatoosh  Island.  But  first  we  head  to  Washburn's,  a modern  supermarket 
that  also  carries  fishing  gear  and  Makah  cedar  bark  baskets  and  masks,  and 
buy  deli  sandwiches  wrapped  to  go. 

In  the  store's  parking  lot,  Donna  introduces  two  cedar  carvers,  David 
Della-Strong  and  Ralph  Cox,  under  their  car's  hood  and  up  to  their  elbows 
in  engine  grease. 

At  first  glance,  Neah  Bay  looks  much  like  any  other  coastal  fishing  town 
and  it's  easy  to  think  that  the  Makahs  are  so  assimilated  into  white 
culture  that  little  culture  of  their  own  remains. 

But,  Donna  says,  it's  the  tribe's  artists  who  make  Makah  culture  more 
visible. 

Well-known  to  collectors  who  whisk  artwork  off  the  reservation  are 
artists  such  as  Greg  Colfax  (whose  monumental  Thunderbird  is  installed 
above  the  doorway  of  Evergreen  State  College's  longhouse  in  Olympia); 
woodcarvers  Micah  Vogel  and  Micah  McCarty;  totem  carver  Frank  Smith;  canoe 
carver  and  longhouse  builder  Lance  Wilkie;  the  Parker  family  of  cedar-bark 
basket  weavers;  and  John  Goodwin,  who  silkscreens  jackets  and  rainwear 
with  totem  crest  signs. 

The  tribe  has  begun  to  invest  more  heavily  in  its  artists'  work  to 
revitalize  Neah  Bay.  It's  happening,  Donna  says,  because  it  is  finally 
safe  - not  shameful  anymore  - to  be  Indian. 

Nearby  is  the  new  200-slip  marina.  It's  the  first  marina  inside  the 
Strait  of  Duan  de  Fuca,  on  the  lee  side  of  Cape  Flattery  - welcome  shelter 
from  howling  Pacific  storms.  Today,  midweek,  there's  no  one  in  sight. 

Tribal  member's  fishing  boats  are  docked  here,  grounded  because  the 
price  of  tuna,  salmon  and  halibut  is  so  low  that  fishermen  can't  afford  to 
spend  the  gas  to  catch  it.  The  Makah  tribal  council  granted  them  free 
moorage  this  year,  to  help  offset  losses. 

Besides  fishing,  timber-cutting  and  jobs  with  the  tribal  government, 
there  is  no  economic  base  in  Neah  Bay.  Unemployment  averages  about  75 
percent.  About  800  of  the  tribe's  2,200  members  live  on  the  reservation. 

As  we  stand  on  the  beach,  Donna's  eyes  follow  an  ambulance  wailing  past 
us.  We  climb  back  in  the  car,  and  drive  past  the  senior  center,  arguably 
the  nicest  building  on  the  reservation,  and  with  the  best  view.  It 
overlooks  the  bay;  with  a pile  of  split  and  quartered  firewood  out  front 
that's  higher  than  the  windows. 

Distracted,  Donna  points  out  the  new  log-loading  dock,  then  asks  to  slow 
down  as  we  pass  the  clinic.  Medics  are  carefully  wheeling  an  elderly  woman 


on  a gurney  from  the  ambulance  to  the  door.  This  is  a small  community.  It 
matters  when  someone  is  in  trouble. 

"I'm  not  sure  who  that  is,"  Donna  says  - but  she'll  check  as  soon  as  she 
finishes  the  tour. 

Tours  are  never  routine 

Donna's  tours  of  the  reservation  follow  a route  - the  cultural  center, 
the  waterfront,  the  tribal  center.  Cape  Flattery,  the  beaches  - but 
they're  never  routine.  The  content  of  tours  depends  very  much  on  what's 
going  on  at  the  moment  and  who's  leading  them.  For  instance,  Donna's  house 
has  been  moved  to  a new  location  and  is  being  remodeled,  so  this  day  we're 
going  out  to  her  property. 

An  unmarked  road  leaves  Neah  Bay,  circles  behind  Cape  Flattery  and 
follows  the  Waatch  River  downstream.  The  clear  stream,  flush  with  the 
first  run  of  spawning  salmon,  oxbows  through  a grassy  meadow  before  it 
spreads  across  the  sand  and  fans  into  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Within  the  sound  of  breakers  crashing  on  the  beach  is  the  Tribal  Center. 
Until  1988  it  was  an  Air  Force  radar  station  and  barracks  and  now  is 
converted  into  administration  offices. 

A former  council  member,  Donna  has  been  an  administrator  of  various 
programs  within  the  tribe  for  more  than  20  years  after  graduating  from  the 
University  of  Washington.  Fler  duties,  in  the  past  five  years,  include 
tourism  planning,  and  she  sits  on  the  state's  11-member  tourism  committee. 
After  we  visit  her  office  on  the  second  floor,  we're  back  in  the  car, 
heading  down  a washboard  gravel  road  to  her  home  overlooking  Sooes  Beach. 

A wedding  story 

Fishermen  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sooes  River  are  casting  for  the  first  run 
of  spawning  salmon.  The  road  crosses  the  river  to  Hobuck  Beach,  open  to 
the  public  for  camping  during  the  summer.  Like  Flobuck,  Sooes  was  a 
thriving  village  until  the  smallpox,  measle  and  flu  epidemics  killed 
thousands  of  Makah  people  in  the  last  century.  Families  were  buried 
nearest  the  longhouses  where  they  died. 

This  road  along  the  beach  is  built  over  the  bones  of  hundreds  of 
villagers,  their  longhouses  long  ago  burned  by  missionaries. 

Donna's  family  lives  today  in  single-family  homes  scattered  over  50 
acres  bequeathed  to  her  and  her  brothers  by  her  grandparents.  It  was  at 
Sooes  where,  in  the  1800s,  she  says,  her  great-grandmother  arrived  from 
Ozette  to  be  married  in  the  last  traditional  Makah  marriage  ceremony  ever 
performed . 

After  the  mudslide  buried  Ozette  more  than  500  years  ago,  people 
continued  to  live  on  the  site,  rebuilding  houses  on  the  bank  above  the 
beach.  This  is  where  Donna's  great-grandmother,  Alice  Anderson  Kallappa, 
was  born  - and  the  place  left  at  a very  young  age  to  be  married  at  Sooes. 

The  marriage  was  arranged  by  the  families  of  two  wealthy  chiefs.  Before 
the  wedding,  the  bride  was  sequestered  in  a small  building  made  of  cedar 
planks  and  allowed  only  to  see  her  aunts,  sisters  and  mother  until  her 
wedding  day. 

The  day  of  the  ceremony,  she  was  dressed  from  the  top  of  her  head  to  her 
toes  in  strands  of  slender,  white  dentalium  shells,  probably  strung  on 
twined  nettle  fibers.  Dentalium  shell  is  about  an  inch  long,  hollow,  and 
straight,  flaring  at  one  end.  Raked  from  deep  water  off  the  Pacific  coast 
of  British  Columbia  by  the  Nuu-Cha-Nulth  people,  the  rare  shells  were  used 
as  currency,  to  keep  track  of  gift  exchanges,  and  in  ceremonies  all  up  and 
down  the  Pacific  coast  and  along  inland  rivers. 

The  bride  was  seated  in  a bearing  chair,  and  carried  over  the  rocks  and 
into  the  surf  to  the  huge  canoe.  Still  seated  on  the  wedding  chair,  she 
was  borne  by  paddlers  through  the  ocean  troughs,  around  Cape  Alava  and 
past  Shi  Shi  Beach  to  Sooes,  a distance  of  about  20  miles. 

When  she  landed,  to  the  welcoming  songs  of  the  village,  she  stepped  out 
the  canoe  and  onto  a carpet  of  tanned  black-bear  skins  draped  over  the 
backs  of  men  and  women  kneeling  in  a line  all  the  way  to  the  marriage 
house. 

Donna  doesn't  elaborate  on  the  ceremony,  except  to  say  that,  after  four 
days  of  feasting  and  celebration,  the  bridegroom  had  to  throw  a harpoon  at 


a thick  cedar  door  and  split  it  apart  in  order  to  consummate  the  marriage. 
Some  bridegroom's  families  hired  the  strongest  whaler  in  the  village  to 
perform  this  feat,  but  Donna's  great-grandfather  did  it  himself. 

Donna  recently  received  an  hourlong  tape  of  her  grandmother's  voice  from 
curators  at  the  Royal  British  Columbia  Museum.  The  recording  was  made  in 
1955  when  Alice  Anderson  Kallappa  was  95  years  old  and  is  filled  with 
songs  of  love,  mourning,  celebration  and  dance. 

The  family  land 

Donna  and  her  extended  family  - her  brothers'  kids,  her  own  children  and 
grandchildren,  some  of  whom  are  blue-eyed  blondes  - live  on  various  lots 
within  the  50  acres  of  old  growth  hemlock  and  meadow  between  Sooes  Beach 
and  the  Sooes  River. 

From  a clearing  in  the  woods  where  her  house  has  been  moved  and  is  being 
remodeled  she'll  have  a clear  view  of  the  ocean.  She's  currently 
landscaping  the  yard  for  the  salmon  dinners  she  serves  during  the  summers: 
"I  give  them  the  works  - bread,  salmon,  salad,  corn  on  the  cob,  potatoes, 
dessert . " 

Donna,  her  son.  Rich,  and  I sit  at  a picnic  table  on  the  grassy  berm 
above  Sooes  beach  and  eat  the  sandwiches  from  Washburn's  store. 

"This  village,  Sooes,  was  where  the  warriors  lived  who  protected  the 
other  villages,"  Donna  says.  "The  people  of  Deah  village,  where  Neah  Bay 
now  sits,  were  traders  who  took  goods  inland.  In  the  old  days,  we  not  only 
had  a caste  system  with  slaves,  we  had  a division  of  labor  between  the 
interdependent  villages." 

Assault  on  resources 

After  the  smallpox  and  measles  epidemics  in  the  early  1800s,  the 
villagers,  staggered  by  their  losses,  consolidated  at  Neah  Bay  to  hunt 
whales  and  other  sea  mammals  together.  By  the  mid-1800s  they  hunted  less 
for  personal  consumption  than  to  meet  commercial  demand.  Dentalium  shell 
was  not  acceptable  currency  for  white  merchants  and  the  Makah,  like 
everyone  else,  were  forced  to  earn  cold  cash  by  mining  their  resources,  in 
this  case  processing  whale  and  fish  oil  for  sale. 

Missionaries  burned  down  our  longhouses,"  says  Donna,  "because  they 
wanted  us  to  live  in  single-family  houses." 

Potlatches  and  even  marriage  ceremonies  were  outlawed  by  the  federal 
government  and  punishable  by  imprisonment. 

The  reservation,  which  had  at  first  included  Ozette  and  lands  as  far 
east  as  the  Elwha  River,  was  reduced  to  a fraction  of  its  original 
territory;  prime  old-growth  forest  fell  to  private  timber  companies  and 
Olympic  National  Park. 

By  the  1920s,  whales  were  no  longer  hunted  because  commerical  whaling 
companies,  most  of  them  out  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  had  taken  the  majority 
of  whales  at  their  summer  feeding  grounds  in  the  Arctic. 

The  assault  on  natural  resources  has  continued  in  this  century.  Tankers 
and  cargo  ships;  anchored  offshore  at  Cape  Flattery,  spilled  oily  bilge 
water  that  destroyed  mussel  beds  and  other  delicate  sealife.  Drag-netting 
by  commercial  fishers  has  both  depleted  fish  stocks  and  made  barren  ocean 
floor. 

In  the  1980s,  the  most  visible  part  of  the  reservation  was  logged  by  a 
private  contractor  who  bid  on  the  timber  offered  for  sale  by  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs.  The  bureau,  once  a division  of  the  federal  Department  of 
War  and  now  under  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  once  negotiated  timber 
sales  to  outsiders  on  all  reservation  lands.  Today  the  tribe  makes  its  own 
decisions  and  controls  what  happens  on  their  land. 

Culture  unfolds 

Donna  is  wearing  earrings  she's  made  of  a single  white  dentalium  shell 
strung  with  a seed  pearl  and  crystal  beads  that  catch  the  sun. 

It  seems  to  me,  as  she  talks,  that  traditional  Makah  culture,  intact  for 
thousands  of  years,  was  pulled  through  a keyhole  by  the  survivors  of  those 
early  years  of  white  contact  and  epidemics.  On  the  other  side  of  the  last 
two  cen 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Minn-Ind,  Big  Mountain  & 
Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"I  have  killed,  robbed  and  injured  too  many  white  men  to  believe  in  a 
good  peace.  They  are  bad  medicine;  I would  rather  have  my  skin  pierced 
with  bullet  holes.  I don't  want  anything  to  do  with  a people  who  makes 
a brave  carry  water  on  his  shoulders,  or  haul  manure." 

Sitting  Bull,  1867  at  Ft.  Union  on  the  Missouri  River  near  the  mouth 

of  Yellowstone,  as  he  replied  to  a suggestion  that  he  make  peace  with 
the  US  Government. 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  \ 

\ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Again,  this  winter  this  editorial  section  will  feature  groups  or 
individuals  who  are  helping  those  in  need,  primarily  on  reservations  and 
especially  those  who  aid  children  and  elders.  Urban  help  will  not  be 
excluded.  I have  lived  in  the  Cedar-Riverside  area  of  Minneapolis  and 
been  a guest  in  Lakota  Housing  in  Rapid  City  and  in  Shiprock.  The  need 
to  eat  and  be  warm  does  not  end  because  a person  has  left  the  rez. 

I can  tell  you  there  are  elders  surviving  in  ways  that  you  seldom 
associate  with  a human  being.  Dirt  floors  and  a non-leaky  roof  represent 
an  improvement  for  many. 

PLEASE  forward  contact  information  for  all  you  know  who  help  those  less 
able  to  do  so  make  it  through  the  harsh  winter  months. 


letters  received  this  week. . . 


Date:  Wed,  25  Nov  1998  12:44:33  -0500 

From:  "Whitehead,  Robert"  <rwhitehead@mail.psea.org> 

Sub j : Pittsburgh  Food  Drive 

Hau  Gary: 

If  it  is  possible  please  post  our  December  12th  food  drive  to  benefit 


Lakhota  People.  The  Pennsylvania  State  Education  Association  (PSEA)  is 
working  with  Canku'  Lu'ta  (a  not  for  profit  organization  based  in  Pittsburgh 
and  Cheyenne  River)  to  deliver  food  and  some  other  necessary  articles  to 
people  on  Pine  Ridge,  Cheyenne  River,  Standing  Rock  and  Rosebud.  A truck 
will  be  parked  in  front  of  the  Pittsburgh  (PA)  Hilton  on  Saturday  December 
12th.  We  will  be  loading  food  and  other  donations  that  morning.  Anyone 
wishing  to  contribute  is  welcome  to  bring  it  to  the  Hilton  that  Friday 
night  or  Saturday  morning. 

I just  thought  I could  save  a few  folks  the  trouble  of  shipping  things 
out  independently.  11  trucking  of  Cleveland  Ohio  is  donating  the  truck  and 
drivers.  If  this  is  not  newsworthy,  I certainly  understand  not  having  it 
appear  in  your  newsletter. 

Pilamaya 

Robert  Whitehead,  PSEA 


Date:  Sat,  28  Nov  1998  12:51:54  -0500 
From:  wind@hom.net  (wind) 

Sub j : lohn  and  Sharen  Sun  Eagle's  Native  Children/Families 
Mr.  Gary  Night  Owl, 

I understand  that  you  publish  the  FN  'zine  Wotanging  Ikche  on  the 
Internet.  I was  referred  to  you  by  an  individual  named  WoodOwl. 

I am  trying  to  help  the  lohn  and  Sharen  Sun  Eagle's  Native 
Children/Families  Sponsoring  Program  by  getting  this  program  some  exposure. 

I go  to  various  Native  NewsGroups;  I have  their  site  listed  on  my  Web 
Site,  etc..  I also  designed  their  Site  for  them,  lohn  and  Sharen  are 
such  special  and  wonderful  people...  I am  delighted  to  be  a part  of  their 
Program  and  wish  to  do  more,  if  I could. 

WoodOwl  suggested  that  I contact  you...  that  you  might  be  able  to  spread 
the  word  about  this  program.  The  Holiday  Season  is  upon  us,  and  their  are 
many,  many  Children,  Elders  and  Families  who  do  not  have  a Sponsor.  lohn 
and  Sharen  also  need  support,  although  they  do  not  advertise  this.  But 
they  do  so  much,  with  their  own  money,  that  THEY  do  without,  so  others  can 
have  food,  clothing,  etc...  I have  stated  on  these  message  boards  that  if 
one  does  not  wish  to  be  a full  time  sponsor,  then  they  could  help  by 
sending  lohn  and  Sharen  a monatary  gift.  This  would  greatly  help  their 
food  bank  for  individuals  who  need  food,  as  well  as  pay  their  telephone 
bill,  lohn  and  Sharen  must  call  the  Native  Families  on  a regular  basis, 
to  obtain  the  Children's  latest  shoe  and  clothing  sizes...  Their  monthly 
telephone  bill  is  often  well  over  $100.00. 

Please  sir,  if  you  can  help  spread  this  message,  I would  indeed  be  so 
very  grateful.  Below  is  the  message  that  I posted  to  the  two  Native 
newsgroups : 

BEGINNING  OF  POST 

lohn  and  Sharen  Sun  Eagle's  Native  Children/Families  Sponsoring  Program 
Hello,  and  PLEASE  read  this  important  post. 

I am  one  of  the  Sponsors  of  the  lohn  and  Sharen  Sun  Eagle's  Native 
Children/Families  Sponsoring  Program,  lohn  and  Sharen  are  a native  couple 
living  on  the  Mattaponi  Indian  Reservation  in  the  beautiful  tidewater 
area  of  Virginia.  Their  reservation  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  country, 
located  near  Richmond  and  Williamsburg. 

lohn  and  Sharen  set  up  this  sponsoring  program  with  guidance  from  the 
Creator  and  help  from  many  good  hearts.  As  a result  of  their  efforts, 
they  have  been  able  to  do  much  by  providing  food,  clothing,  furniture,  and 
help  with  utilities.  Not  only  do  they  help  the  Children  and  Families  on 
the  Mattaponi  Indian  Reservation,  but  on  other  Reservations  as  well. 

There  are  still  so  many  Children,  Elders  and  Families  that  need  sponsors. 
With  the  Holidays  upon  us,  these  Children,  and  Elders  need  your  support 
now  more  than  ever. 

As  a Sponsor  of  this  Program,  I ask  of  you  to  please  spread  this  message 
to  as  many  message  boards,  chat  rooms,  etc,  so  that  others  who  may  wish 
to  be  a Sponsor  may  contact  lohn  and  Sharen.  All  money,  clothing,  gifts, 
etc  will  be  sent  by  the  Sponsor,  and  go  directly  to  the  Child  or  Familiy 
they  will  Sponsor. 

Please  spread  the  word.... 


Please  include  the  Email  address  and  the  URL  of  the  lohn  and  Sharen  Sun 
Eagle's  Native  Children/Families 
Sponsoring  Program: 

E-MAIL:  suneagle@bealenet.com 
URL : http: //www. bealenet . com/~suneagle 
Make  a Child  Smile  Today!  Please  be  a Sponsor. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

IMPORTANT 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  be  a Full  Time  Sponsor,  but  wish  to  help  a Child, 
Elder  or  Family  have  a decent  Floliday,  PLEASE  e-mail  or  call  lohn  or 
Sharen.  As  most  of  us  will  have  a warm,  comfortable  Home  filled  with 
Family  and  Friends  eating  a good,  warm  meal,  I beg  you  to  please 
contribute  a monatary  gift  to  send  to  lohn  and  Sharen,  to  buy  food  such  as 
a Turkey,  and  possibly  other  items  for  Families  or  Children,  such  as 
blankets  for  the  cold  Winter  and  other  necessities  that  we  often  take  for 
granted.  Each  night  I pray  to  our  Creator  and  ask  that  He  bless  this 
Program,  for  it  is  helping  many,  many  souls.  PLEASE  email  lohn  and  Sharen 
and  ask  how  you  may  help.  Or  simply  send  a check  to  them,  with  a letter, 
asking  that  the  money  go  toward  a Turkey  for  Christmas,  or  a Blanket  for  a 
Child  or  Elder,  or  just  to  be  used  for  the  Families  in  whatever  way  they 
need  it.  I am  doing  everything  I can  to  help  support  this  Program...  but 
we  need  your  help. 

May  you  be  Blessed  in  all  ways... 

Sincerely, 

Laurel  Fry 
wind@hom . net 

http://www.hom . net/~wind 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  E-MAIL 
10HN  AND  SHAREN  AT  THE  FOLLOWING: 

suneagle@bealenet . com 
SNAIL  MAIL  ADDRESS: 

10HN  AND  SHAREN  SUN  EAGLE 
84  NEE  A YA  LANE, 

MATTAPONI  INDIAN  RESERVATION 
PHONE:  1-804-769-1405 
Thank  You  for  your  Time, 

Laurel  Fry 


Date:  Wed,  18  Nov  1998  08:36:20  -0600 
From:  lames  Duncan  <toj@alice. net> 

Sub j : needs 

0 SIYO' (Greetings)  Dear  Friend 
Thought  I would  pass  this  on  to  you. 


Subject:Re: 
Date: 
From: 
Organization : 

To: 


kids  have  to  be  uncomfortable 
Wed,  18  Nov  1998  06:45:30  -0800 
Aria  Macias  <arla.mx@usa.net> 
Nayarit  Online 
toj@alice.net 


Thank  you  lames. 

It  is  getting  cold  here  in  Tepic  for  the  winter. 

Not  cold  by  the  US  standards  but  for  here  it  is. 

Last  winter  was  very  cold  for  here  and  I see  that  we  are  going  to  have 
it  again. 

Most  of  the  children  live  in  poor  cinderblock  houses  with  concrete 
floors . 

They  don't  complain  but  I know  the  houses  are  really  damp. 

I just  moved  out  of  a place  like  that. 

They  do  not  have  warm  enough  blankets  and  many  sleep  on  dirt  or  concrete 
floors . 

They  do  not  seem  to  have  warm  enough  clothing. 


I really  wish  that  a group  of  their  sisters  and  brothers  to  the  North 
could  join  hands  and  bring  the  children  warm  clothing  and  blankets. 

They  are  not  starving  or  anything. 

Their  mothers  and  fathers  work  and  provide  their  food  but  it  is  hard  for 
the  parents  especially  in  many  of  the  families  where  the  alcoholism  rate 
is  very  high. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayers. 

Aria 


Our  Unconditional  Love  and  Prayers  to  you  and  your  family  and 
to  all  our  relations  as  we  walk  hand  in  hand,  for  we  care  not 
what  you  are,  only  who  you  are,  and  you  are  our  relations. 

Wado  !!  A Prayer  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/prayerl.htm> 

A Journey  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/jaguar.htm> 

A Deed  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/people.htm> 

A Chance  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/echota.htm> 

lames 

=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\= 

For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Flelper 
P.O.  Box  312 
Flermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Flilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. TH0MAS_1+@ALBANY. VA.GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 


Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 
Adopt  A Grandparent 


Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NIC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net  www.pathwaystospirit.necaweb.com 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 

furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 

--This  year  we  have  gone  to  Porcupine  and  Red  Shirt  Table,  and  will  be 
going  to  Kyle  December  12. 


From:  "g  hindsman"  <tasunke@dmv. com> 

Sub j : Help  for  Families  on  Rez 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

All  of  the  donations  are  sorted  and  packed  for  each  family  according  to 
size,  sex  etc.  This  year  we  are  in  particular  need  of  blankets,  space 
heaters,  fans  and  linens  (towels  and  sheets) . We  have  many  toys  and 
clothing  of  all  sizes  but  good  winter  coats  are  always  useful.  We  are 
registered  as  a private  non  profit,  so  receipts  can  be  given  for 
donations.  We  can  always  use  money  donations. 

We  deliver  in  December,  Dune  and  in  August.  We  also  do  mail  deliveries 
occasionally.  Over  the  years,  we  have  made  many  friends  at  Pine  Ridge, 
Rosebud,  the  Crow  Agency  and  others.  We  try  to  help  with  special  requests 
when  we  can.  Morning  Star  has  also  been  a home  away  from  home  for  students 
and  elders  who  are  temporarily  on  the  East  Coast.  Our  headquarters  are 
located  in  Delaware  but  we  have  other  circles  in  Virginia,  New  York,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  soon  in  Florida. 


From:  Danet  S <jans@future.atlcom.net> 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas  Cassada. 
MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as  mediation 
assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian  Reservations  in  the  form  of 
clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys  for  the  children,  scholarship 
funding  and  household  provisions. 

This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and  notions 
MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to  support 
the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within  the  United  States 
South  and  North  Dakota. 

For  information  about  Morning  Star  you  can  call  or  write  our  Outreach 


Coordinator  at: 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 


Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  14:03:10  -0800 
From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker.org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 
automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 


Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Sub j : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 

FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Flercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130' s and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 


From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http: //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  communities 
on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 


Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Holy 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.0.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Violet  Catches 
HC  77  Box  500 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

P.0.  Box  101 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

House  #245 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Elvira  Chasing  Hawk 

Town  of  Red  Scaffold  Representatives 

Box  481  Red  Scaffold  RD 

Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 

or 

c/o  Candace  Hollow  Horn 
Box  522  Red  Scaffold  RD 
Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 


From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

The  Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community  Organization 
402  West  145th  Street  * New  York,  NY  10031 

212/926-5757  * 212/926-5842  (fax)  * ifco@igc.apc.org  (email)  * 
www.ifconews.org  (web) 

(earmark  your  gift  for  November  caravan  to  Chiapas) 


Bucketline  to  the  Elders 
First  Security  Bank 
205  N Main 
Layton,  UT  84041 


this  group  provides  food  and  supplies 

to  the  elders  of  the 

Big  Mountain  /Black  Mesa  area. 


Redfeather  Development  Corp 
Box  52652 

Bellevue,  WA  98015-2652 


This  group  repairs  and  winterizes 

housing  for  the 

elders  of  the  Dakotas  area. 


From:  Morning  Star  <mornstar@bellatlantic . net> 

We  have  needs  for  both  the  youth  projects  and  for  Seventh  Circle,  Rapid 
City  projects.  We  are  compiling  a complete  list  of  needs  and  will  post 
that  in  the  near  future.  In  the  meantime,  if  you're  unsure  what  is 
needed  where: 

For  the  Youth  Projects: 

Mike  at  Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com  or 
Kathy  at  mornstar@bellatlantic.net 


For  Rapid  City  Projects: 
dhendren@mint . net 
mornstar@bellatlantic . net 
Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com 

YOUTH  PROJECTS  - Standing  Rock 

Rainbow  Project 
C/0  Sandra  Welch 
Box  229 

210  Main  Street 
McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

Hunkpapa  Youth  Survival  Project 
Helmina  Makes  Him  First 
P.O.  box  53 

Little  Eagle,  SD  57639 
RAPID  CITY  PROJECTS: 


The  Seventh  Circle 
321  Doolittle  Street 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57701 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Plymouth  Observations 

- Message  from  Keith's  Brother 

- Leonard  & Canada 

- Anne  McLellan  Holds  Report 
That  Can  Free  Leonard 

- Indian  Band  Lights  Sacred  Flame 

- Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute  Update 

- Evictions/Background 

- Language  Reminder 

- Tribes  Worried 
Gangs  Are  Moving  In 

- Yakama  Council 
Members  Reprimanded 

- Oneida  to  Issue  Own  Plates 

- Threats  Kept  Members  from  Meeting 

- BC  NDP  Government  and 
Ainsworth  Lumber 

- How  We  Screwed  the  Nisga'a 


Innu  Must  Enforce  Alcohol  Ban 
Land  Deal  a Legal  Quagmire 
Diabetes  Help  for  Tohono  O'odham 
Cherokees  Hope  Crisis  Solved 
Newfoundland  Mineral  Regulation 
Health  Crisis 

in  Native  American  Community 
Haying  Time 
Honoring  The  Mother 
Little  Rock  Reed  Arrested 
Tsu  T'ina  Inquiry 
to  be  Held  on  Reserve 
Native  Prisoner 
A Hundred  Years  Ago 
Poem:  The  One  That  is  Coming 
Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
Conferences  and  Powwows 
Native  America  Calling 


RE:  Plymouth  Observations 


Date:  Thu,  26  Nov  1998  22:28:42  -0500 
From:  MOBIUS  S S <mobius369@JUN0. COM> 
Sub j : Plymouth-  just  my  opinions 

UUCP  email 


O' siyo  Ginalii, 

Just  returned  home  after  attending  the  plymouth  rally.  Mahtowin 
estimated  1500  in  attendance  (rough  guess).  I got  there  fairly  early  and 
watched  the  crowd  build.  The  Union  reps  from  the  town  of  plymouth 
employees  came  out  to  greet  us  and  show  their  support.  The  cops  kept 


their  frowning  distant.  There  were  many  reporters  there  with  cameras, 
interviewing  everybody  that  would  speak  ( I really  have  to  wonder  about 
some  of  the  twinkie  interviews  that  took  place,  but  they  were  few  and  far 
between) . 

The  organisers  did  a great  job  and  sort  of  worked  around  the  weather. 
The  speakers  were  inspirational,  especially  Moonanum  and  a few  others. 
Texts  will  be  made  available,  I was  told.  I had  tears  in  my  eyes  the 
whole  time  and  Elohina  (Mother  Earth)  cried  with  us  as  well. 

Townspeople  came  out  and  mingled  and  welcomed  us  to  plymouth  ( I 
was  pleasantly  surprised)  while  others  stood  and  frowned  from  their  doors 
and  windows.  I think  a lot  of  it  is  territorial,  to  them  we  were 
outsiders  come  in  to  cause  trouble.  Outsiders,  go  figure.  There  was  a 
lot  of  support  from  outside  the  NA  community,  such  as  the  ACLU  and 
Supporters  of  MUmia  from  New  york  and  Penn,  Workers  World,  Gay  rights 
activists  and  many  more  than  I can  remember.  I met  people  from  as  far 
away  as  Cleveland. 

There  were,  of  course,  a few  flakes  around,  what  gathering  doesn't 
draw  them.  Personally  , I was  extremely  gratified  to  see  so  many  regular 
folks,  united  and  strengthened  by  their  common  beliefs  and  outrage. 

These  weren't  movie  star  heroes  or  twinkies  out  to  make  a name,  just 
ordinary  people  rising  to  extraordinary  heights. 

Contrary  to  previous  reports,  there  was  a drumming  and  offering 
of  prayers  by  some  of  the  elders  very  early  in  the  day.  They  made  no 
fuss  just  formed  a circle  and  took  care  of  'business'.  They  were 
definitely  First  Nations  of  the  kind  you  don't  have  to  ask  about.  I find 
it  distressing  to  hear  that  people  of  unresearched  heritage  are  not 
Indians.  I don't  doubt  that  my  mothers  parents  were  Tsalagi  any  more 
than  I doubt  that  my  fathers  were  German.  I have  researched  neither  and 
do  not  intend  to  as  proving  either  is  immaterial  to  me.  There  are  more 
important  issues  to  be  concerned  with.  Yes  there  were  many  non-Native 
supporters  there  and  they  made  no  pretense  just  a show  of  solidarity. 

You  don't  have  to  be  Indian  to  be  oppressed. 

The  one  News  covering  that  I saw  (channel  4)  didn't  really 
address  the  issues  although  they  did  give  the  terms  of  the  plymouth  25 
"deal".  This  includes  the  plaques  and  the  education  fund.  However,  they 
stressed  the  'eruption  of  violence'  last  year  (didn't  say  whose) 
resulting  in  every  police  officer  in  Plymouth  having  to  work  today.  They 
still  made  it  sound  like  the  radical  Indians  were  the  violent  ones.  If 
you  all  could  have  seen  the  marchers  you  would  laugh  at  the  foolishness 
of  this.  All  of  the  women  and  children.  Grandmothers  and  Grandfathers 
and  yes,  some  warriors  of  both  sexes.  A more  non  threatening,  peaceful 
yet  determined  crowd  you  couldn't  imagine.  People  that  were  there,  not 
to  fight,  but  ready  to  die  for  their  cause  just  the  same. 

Maybe  that  is  what  is  needed  to  make  the  Yonega  Nation  understand 
where  we  are  coming  from.  Innocents  ready  to  shed  their  own  blood  for 
peace  and  justice. 

I thank  you  all  for  your  prayers  and  I feel  that  they  were 
answered  today. 

IN  UNITY 
Donadagohvi, 

Fred  (Wohali  Nohiloto)<Mobius369@luno. com> 
loin  Up-The-Revolution  at  www.egroups.com 

" We  call  on  all  people,  and  all  beneficiaries  of  this  sickness, to 
discard  their  economical  religion  of  money.  It  is  a religion  still  new 
to  the  Aboriginal  people." 

"RE:  Message  from  Keith's  Brother"  — - 

Date:  Sat,  28  Nov  1998  08:31:35  -0600  (CST) 

From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

Sub j : Message  from  Keith's  brother 


A Message  from  Nash  Foraci, 
Brother  of  Keith  First  In  Trouble 


On  9-16-19989  Officer  Beneman  shot  my  brother  Keith  first  In  Trouble  to 
death.  He  was  shot  six  times  and  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  -Dead  On 
Arrival- . 

We  had  asked  the  police  for  help  that  night  but  the  officer  claimed  my 
brother  had  lunged  at  him  with  a knife.  Officer  Beneman  is  a liar.  He 
later  bragged  "I  shoot  to  kill."  He  and  his  partners  bounced  my  brother 
down  the  stairs  instead  of  waiting  for  an  ambulance.  They  were  so 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  Keith  and  concoct  lies  and  a cover  up  by  them 
and  the  Police  Dept  which  led  to  false  charges  against  my  brother  of 
attempted  murder  and  a bail  of  $250,000.00. 

Because  we  are  unable  to  hire  a lawyer  we  have  not  been  given  the 
opportunity  to  tell  our  side,  -the  truth-,  by  family  and  witnesses. 

Keith  was  brought  back  from  the  dead  by  our  merciful  Lord  but  even  his 
doctors  refuse  to  talk  to  us.  Keith  is  alive  and  able  to  tell  his  side 
of  what  happened  but  everyone  seems  to  be  afraid  of  the  police.  We 
aren't. 

How  many  of  us  will  the  police  shoot  or  kill  before  something  is  done  to 
stop  them?  Next  time  it  could  be  you. 

All  I'm  asking,  is  there  a lawyer  that  can  tell  me  and  my  family  which 
forms  to  use  and  how  do  we  file  -Attempted  Murder-  charges  against 
Officer  Breneman,  the  one  who  should  be  in  jail.  Their  investigators 
should  be  investigated  too. 

We  must  fight  these  liars  and  defend  my  brother  because  he  is  innocent 
and  a victim  of  police  brutality  and  unnecessary  force  by  a gun  happy 
policeman . 

Keith's  Brother 
Nash  I.  Foraci 
1750  S.  Federal  #607 
Denver,  Co  80219 

To  join  Keith's  list  go  to 

http: //www. onelist . com/ subscribe. cgi/keithfriends 

If  that  doesn't  work  for  you  let  me  know  and  I'll  set  you  up  from  my  end. 
But  please  try  this  first,  since  that  site  requires  "cookies"  and  I can't 
do  that  from  home,  I gotta  to  go  the  library. 

Thanks  for  helping  Keith  and  his  family. 

Dee 


"RE:  Leonard  & Canada"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Nov  1998  18:11:42  -0800 
From:  DD  Glidden  <glidden@AIUSA.COM> 

Sub j : Leonard  & Canada 

UUCP  email 

Dust  received  this  post  from  a friend...  please  circulate  this 
information  widely.  Mike  has  given  permission  to  link  to  the  info  on  his 
site,  forward  and  post  this  important  information... 

Thanks, 

Debra 

From:  Mike  Wicks  <Mike .Wicks@mindspring. com> 

I have  learned  of  a Canadian  internal  report  on  the  extradition 
process  that  allowed  Leonard  to  be  extradited  from  Canada.  As 
it  seems  to  be  suggested  that  the  report  would  strike  down  the 
extradition,  and  the  Canadian  Supreme  Court  has  already  ruled  that 
if  the  extradition  is  struck  down  - Leonard  would  have  to  be 
returned  to  Canada  - where  he  would  be  100%  free  - it's  worth  your 
time  to  read. 

I have  added  a page  to  my  site  where  you  can  read  about  this  report 
and  send  an  email  message  to  the  Honorable  Minister  Anne  McLellan. 

URGE  HER  TO  RELEASE  THE  REPORT! 

http://www.mindspring.com/~mike.wicks/leonard . html 


In  struggle, 
Mike 


"RE : Anne  McLellan  Holds  Report  That  Can  Free  Leonard"  

Date:  Sun,  29  Nov  1998  19:10:06  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  < jans@atlcom . net> 

Sub j : from  Mike  Wicks  Homepage 

Send  your  comments  to: 

(Minister  of  Dustice)  Canada 
She  holds  a report  that  could  set  Leonard  FREE 
The  following  is  from  information  forwarded  to  mej 

Peter  Mancini,  the  New  Democratic  Party  (NDP)  Member  of  Parliament  who 
has  been  point  man  in  the  Canadian  House  of  Commons  in  this  fight  since 
Warren  Allmand  retired,  is  urging  the  Minister  of  Dustice  ("the  Honorable" 
Anne  McLellan)  about  her  refusal  to  make  public  that  "Report  on  the 
Internal  Review  of  the  Extradition  of  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier". 

As  you  may  recall  Peter  succeeded  in  nailing  the  Dustice  Minister  on  11 
May  98,  during  Question  Period,  asking  her  why  this  report,  of  an  internal 
review  commenced  in  Dune  of  1995  and  completed  shortly  thereafter,  still 
hadn't  been  made  public.  She  answered  that  she  would  "consider  releasing 
it  only  after  the  Privacy  Commissioner's  office  had  screened  it  to  ensure 
that  any  info  it  contained  wouldn't  divulge  names  of  informants,  etc.." 

Well,  (with  a nudge  or  two)  the  Privacy  Commissioner's  office  cleared  it 
on  09  Dune  98  (telling  me  that  they'd  received  it  only  on  02  Dune,  almost 
a month  after  the  "Honorable  Minister  of  the  Crown"  stated  she  was 
awaiting  it's  return  from  the  Privacy  Commissioner's  office).  The  National 
Director  of  Investigations  for  the  Privacy  Commissioner's  office  also 
mentioned  to  me  (verbally)  that  there  had  been  "nothing  to  delete,  no 
apparent  reason  why  it  can't  be  made  public.." 

So  it  was  back  onto  the  "Honorable  Minister's"  phone,  fax  & email  lines.. 
She  is  the  ONLY  person  who  can  either  release  that  report..,  or  keep  it 
hidden  from  public  view.  To  date,  she  refuses  to  release  it. 

During  some  recent  conversations  I had  with  Warren  Allmand,  he  mentioned 
that  he'd  had  a meeting  with  the  Minister  in  her  office,  at  which  time  he 
had  to  tell  her  who  Leonard  Peltier  is,  since  she  claimed  she'd  never 
heard  of  him.  warren  told  her  that  if  she  didn't  release  that  report 
"within  a reasonable  delay.."  that  he  would  hold  a press  conference  and 
release  his  own  "report"  on  Leonard's  illegal  extradition  in  76,  and  the 
silent  complicity  of  Canada's  government  to  ignore  Canadian  law  in  this 
case,  and  the  "Canadian  public  will  wonder  "why?".. 

Warren  was  the  Solicitor-General  of  Canada  (like  the  A-G  in  USA)  when 
his  cabinet  colleague,  then-Minister  of  Dustice  Ron  Bassford,  signed  the 
extradition  papers  handing  Leonard  over  to  the  US  for  that  farce  of  a 
trial  in  Fargo.  Not  too  long  after  that  the  irrefutable  proof  came  out 
showing  that  the  FBI  had  clearly  fabricated  the  "evidence"  that  formed  the 
basis  for  the  extradition  request.  Warren  has  been  fighting  to  get  Leonard 
free  ever  since.  He  retired  from  Canada's  parliament  in  97  and  was 
appointed  president  of  the  International  Centre  for  Human  rights  and 
Democratic  Development,  a UN-affiliated  Human  rights  organization  based  in 
Montreal . 

He  is  no  lightweight. 

By  Canadian  law,  (as  pointed  out  by  Canada's  Supreme  Court  in  the 
hearing  on  Leonard's  extradition  held  in  1989)  an  extradition  based  on 
falsified  evidence  nullifies  that  writ  of  extradition.  The  government  of 
Canada,  by  its  own  laws,  by  virtue  of  the  International  Conventions 
Governing  Diplomatic  Protocols  (which  both  the  US  and  Canadian  govts 
signed  and  ratified)..,  and  as  "strongly  suggested"  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Canada  in  1989,  would  HAVE  TO  present  the  US  Ambassador  to  Canada  with 
a formal  Diplomatic  Protest  demanding  that  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier  be 
immediately  returned  to  Canadian  soil..,  where  he  would  be  100%  free!! 

Now  Peter  Mancini  has  another  question  ready  for  the  "honorable 
Minister"  the  first  chance  he  gets  to  pose  a question  during  Question 
Period.  Given  the  way  Parliamentary  procedures  work,  that  may  be  tomorrow 


or  2-3  weeks  from  now. but  he  WILL  ask  why,  six  months  after  she 
answered  in  May,  that  report  is  still  not  public.. 

Leonard  could  use  a few  more  voices  asking  the  "honorable  Minister"  that 
same  question..  Voices  such  as  YOURS!! 

LPDC-Canada  (Frank  & Annie,  still  fighting  hard)  will  soon  be  starting  a 
petition  drive  among  Members  of  Parliament  and  (I  think)  a public  petition 
drive  asking  that  the  report  be  released.  You  can  add  your  voice  to  that 
petition,  or  to  one  YOU  start  to  circulate  and  send  to  Peter  Mancini.  And 
you  can  also  phone/fax/email  the  "honorable  Minister",  asking  her  why  she 
won't  release  a report  that  Canada's  Privacy  Commissioner  ok'd  for  release 
after  she  stated,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  11  May  98,  that  she  WOULD 
release  that  report  as  soon  as  the  Privacy  Commissioner's  office  ok'd  it 
for  release . . . 

There's  a lot  going  on  behind  the  scenes  here,  folks..  Peter  Mancini,  a 
Member  of  Parliament  and  official  Justice  Critic  for  the  NDP  in  the  House, 
also  requested  a copy  of  that  report  under  the  Access  to  Information  Act 
(like  the  US  FOI  Act)..  It  was  denied  by  direct  order  of  the  Minister  of 
Justice. 

The  letter  informing  Peter  that  his  request  was  denied  also  let  slip 
other  item  of  interest..,  to  the  effect  that  access  to  the  forty-seven 
(47)  police  and  government  files  referred  to  in  the  report  was  also  denied 
Forty-seven  files  listed  about  Leonard  Peltier's  extradition  in  1976.., 
some  with  the  notation  "RCMP"  (Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  - Canada's 
FBI),  some  with  "MJ"  or  "SG"  (Minister  of  Justice,  Solicitor-General)  AND. 
, many  with  the  notations  "EA/DFAIT"..  which  is  External 
Affairs/Department  of  Foreign  Affair  & International  Trade..  Canada's 
"Secretary  of  State"... 

Hmm?  Does  anyone  on  this  planet  still  believe  that  Leonard's  arrest, 
conviction,  23  years  of  incarceration  & several  mysterious  murder  attempts 
while  in  prison  are  NOT  politically  motivated  ..?!? 

To  contact  Peter  Mancini,  the  NDP  MP  fighting  for  Leonard  (with  your 
thanks  & encouragement  or  with  copies  of  your  correspondence  with  or 
petitions  to  the  "honorable  Minister").. 

Mr.  Peter  Mancini 
MP  for  Sydney-Victoria 
tel:  (613)  995-6459 
fax:  (613)  995-2963 

email:  "Mancini,  Peter  - Assistant  1"  ManciP0@parl.gc.ca 
To  let  the  "honorable  Minister"  know  how  you  feel  about  her  sitting  on 
that  report  FOR  NO  APPARENT  REASON,  or  to  send  her  your  suggestions  and 
Christmas  Wish  List.. 

The  Hon.  Anne  McLellan 
MP  for  Edmonton  West 
Minister  of  Justice  of  Canada 
tel:  (613)  992-4524 
fax:  (613)  996-4516 
email:  mclellan . a@parl . gc . ca 

FOR  LEONARD, 

Thank  you ! 

By  My  Signature  I Ask  You  to  Release  The 
Report  on  the  Internal  Review  of  the  Extradition  of  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier 
Suggested  Subject  Report  on  the  Extradition  of  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier 
Click  here  to  send  your  comments:  mclellan.afalparl.gc.ca 

"RE : Indian  Band  Lights  Sacred  Flame"  

Date:  Sun,  29  Nov  1998  02:04:13  -0600 

From:  "S.Spittal"  <hanginglake(3hotmail . com><FWD> 

Sub j : CNN  - Indian  band  lights  sacred  flame  to  highlight  cause 
- November  28,  1998 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

http://www.cnn . com/US/9811/28/ sacred .fire/ 


CNN  - Indian  band  lights  sacred  flame  to  highlight  cause  - November  28, 

WASHINGTON  (CNN)  --  Representatives  from  the  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Chippewa 
Indians  lighted  a sacred  fire  at  sunrise  Saturday  in  Washington  in  advance 
of  a Supreme  Court  case  that  deals  with  off-reservation  hunting,  fishing 
and  gathering  rights. 

The  case,  Minnesota  v.  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Chippewa  Indians,  is  scheduled 
to  be  heard  December  2. 

The  suit  against  Minnesota  was  brought  in  1990  when  the  Mille  Lacs  Band 
claimed  the  right  to  hunt,  fish  and  gather  without  regulation  on  non- 
reservation land  that  the  band  sold  to  the  federal  government  in  1837. 

The  sacred  flame  lighting  took  place  at  the  National  Indian  Gaming 
Association  building  courtyard,  blocks  away  from  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  flame  will  remain  lit  for  four  days,  leading  up  to  a Wednesday 
sunrise  ceremony,  a walk  to  the  Supreme  Court  building  and  a ceremony  in 
front  of  the  courthouse  --  all  meant  to  provide  strength  and  support  to 
tribal  attorneys  as  they  put  forth  the  tribes'  case. 

The  suit  by  the  Mille  Lacs  Band  has  been  joined  by  the  federal 
government  and  seven  other  Chippewa  bands,  including  six  in  Wisconsin. 

"This  is  a case  about  an  Indian  treaty  right  to  hunt  and  fish  on  lands 
that  were  ceded  to  the  United  States  in  the  19th  century, " said  Mille  Lacs 
Band  attorney  Marc  Slonin. 

"There  are  a number  of  treaties  made  around  the  country,  principally  in 
the  Great  Lakes  region  and  the  Pacific  Northwest,  where  Indians  sold  their 
lands  to  the  United  States  but  reserved  rights  to  hunt  and  fish  on  the 
lands  that  they  ceded,"  said  Slonin. 

He  said  treaty  rights  have  become  an  issue  in  recent  times. 

"In  the  late  19th  and  early  20th  century,  many  states  began  to  regulate 
fish  and  game  harvests,  and  they  gave  great  priority  to  sport  hunting  and 
sport  fishing.  They  set  very  short  seasons,  they  restricted  the  kind  of 
gear  that  could  be  used  and  that  interfered  with  Indian  subsistence 
patterns  that  had  been  going  on  for  centuries,"  said  Slonin. 

The  state  argues  that  the  privileges  were  extinguished  by  a later  1850 
presidential  order,  by  Minnesota's  becoming  a state  and  by  an  1855  treaty. 
Minnesota  has  been  joined  in  the  case  by  eight  other  states  who  have  filed 
"friend  of  the  court"  briefs. 

Chippewas  won  earlier  rulings 

Lower  court  rulings  upheld  the  Mille  Lacs  argument  that  the  tribes  never 
lost  their  special  privileges  to  hunt,  fish  and  gather  on  the  land  they 
sold  to  the  government,  but  Minnesota  successfully  lobbied  the  Supreme 
Court  for  an  appeal. 

If  the  high  court  upholds  the  lower  courts,  the  eight  bands  of  Chippewa 
could  lay  claim  to  half  of  the  safe-harvest  levels  of  game  and  fish  in  all 
12  east-central  Minnesota  counties. 

A broad  decision  in  favor  of  the  tribe  could  reaffirm  Indian  treaty 
rights.  A more  narrow  decision  in  the  tribe's  favor  would  probably  stay 
within  the  territories  of  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  where  these  tribes  hunt, 
fish  and  gather. 

If  the  court  reverses  the  ruling,  control  of  the  land  could  revert  to 
the  state.  Such  a ruling  also  could  impact  treaty  rights  nationally. 

"RE : Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Nov  1998  20:34:33  -0500 

From:  dh88691@goodnet.com  (THURSDAY/3on  Norstog)  (by  way  of  Peter  d'Errico) 
Sub j : Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  Nov.  23,  1998 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

>From  Wohali  NohilotoS.Spittallon  Norstog,  Navajoland: 

Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  Nov.  23,  1998 

I saw  a posting  from  Mr.  Robert  Dorman's  Bg  Mt.  List  on  friday,  put  up  by 
"Swaneagle"  at  the  request  of  Ms.  Bonnie  Whitesinger.  It  sounded  pretty 
serious,  so  I did  my  best  to  check  it  out.  Sad  to  say,  this  is  the  real 
thing.  A short  report  is  attached  as  an  ASCII  file.  I will  try  to  get 


more  information  over  the  next  few  days.  Attachment  converted:  Macintosh 
HD: 11-23-98 . TXT  (TEXT/MSIE)  (00013D54) 

Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  November  23,  1998  Beginning  the  Forced 
Relocation  Process 

I got  a copy  of  a "Notice  of  need  to  immediately  request  relocation 
benefits"  which  was  hand  delivered  to  Mrs.  Pauline  Whitesinger ' s family 
at  their  home  in  the  Big  Mountain  area.  Apparently  Mrs.  Whitesinger  was 
not  at  home,  but  her  daughter  and  son-in-law  accepted  the  document.  The 
document,  which  is  dated  Nov.  18,  1998,  is  the  first  step  in  the  forced 
relocation  process  as  outlined  in  25  CFR  700.137-9. 

According  to  the  Hopi  Tribe's  testimony  to  Congress  (Senate  Indian 
Affairs  Committee  hearings,  March  28,  1996)  the  U.S.  Government  had  agreed 
to  "implement"  these  regulations  beginning  in  February  1997,  to  be 
"completed"  by  February  2000.  The  bureaucratic  language,  of  course, 
hides  the  brutal  reality  of  what  the  U.S.  government  is  planning. 

The  letters  sent  out  on  the  18th  begin  a process  which  could  take  six 
months  or  more.  The  resisters  have  30  days  to  apply  for  relocation 
"benefits".  After  that  date,  the  Relocation  Office  will  review  their 
cases  to  determine  whether  they  are  "eligible".  Those  deemed  "eligible" 
for  "benefits"  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  choose  a homesite, 
otherwise  the  Relocation  Office  will  select  one  from  their  abundant  supply 
of  vacant  homesites  in  the  "New  Lands."  Once  this  is  done,  the  Relocation 
Office  will  hire  a contractor  to  build  a house  - a "relocation  home"  as 
they  call  it.  When  the  house  is  done,  the  family  will  be  given  a chance 
to  move  there  voluntarily,  and  will  only  be  removed  by  force  if  they 
refuse  to  do  so.  I will  try  to  find  a copy  of  the  CFR  to  see  what  the 
notification  periods  and  requirements  are,  as  these  will  control  the 
"executive  timetable." 

There  have  been  many  rumors  in  the  past  of  evictions  or  other  forcible 
action  by  the  U.S.  against  the  resisters.  This  is  the  real  thing. 

Mrs.  Whitesinger  has  scheduled  a meeting  at  her  home  for  Monday  with 
Lee  Phillips,  the  Navajo  Nation  and  the  Relocation  Office,  and  has  invited 
the  other  non-signers  to  attend.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  what 
happens . 

One  interesting  part  of  all  this  is  that  the  Relocation  Office  did  not 
bother  notifying  the  Navajo  Nation  about  the  impending  removal  of  tribal 
members.  Roman  Bitsuie  told  me  he  found  out  about  it  when  Pauline 
Whitesinger  sent  him  a letter  with  the  Relocation  Office  document  attached. 

Alternately,  the  Attorney  General  may  have  been  notified  and  thought  so 
little  of  it  that  he  didn't  bother  to  tell  Roman's  Office. 

Does  Senator  McCain  know  about  this?  It  would  be  convenient  for  him  if 
the  whole  business  was  done  and  forgotten  well  before  the  year  2000 
primaries.  An  eviction  in  February  2000  would  be  inconvenient  for  him  in 
his  run  for  president.  On  the  other  hand,  if  McCain  has  been  "left  out  of 
the  loop"  (as  they  say  in  Washington)  he  will  not  be  happy,  and  could 
block  the  process. 

I will  write  more  when  I know  more, 

jn 


- — "RE:  Evictions/Background"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Nov  1998  23:56:04  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Evictions-  background  docs 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

The  following  was  submitted  by  Him  at  Media  Island  International,  and 
relates  to  the  recent  Norstog  post  titled  "RELOCATION;  Meeting  TODAY 
w/Phillips" 


To:  Bob  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

From:  Media  Island  International  <mii@olywa . net> 
Subject:  ONHIR  / 25  CFR  700.137-9 
Date:  Sat,  28  Nov  1998  13:33:13  -0800 


Here  is  the  legislation  D.  Norstog  refers  to  in  his  previous  post  about  the 
implementation  & process  of  P.L.  93-531. 

CFR's  are  available  at: 

http: //www. access .gpo. gov/nara/cf r/ cfr -table -search . html 
turns  yer  stomach  just  reading  it.  'Volunatry'-  yeah  right. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

[Code  of  Federal  Regulations] 

[Title  25,  Volume  1] 

[Revised  as  of  April  1,  1998] 

>From  the  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office  via  GPO  Access 
[CITE:  25CFR700. 137] 

[Page  734] 

TITLE  25--INDIANS 

CHAPTER  IV- -THE  OFFICE  OF  NAVADO  AND  HOPI  INDIAN  RELOCATION 
PART  700-- 

COMMISSION  OPERATIONS  AND  RELOCATION  PROCEDURES- - 
Subpart  C--General  Relocation  Requirements 
Sec.  700.137 

Final  date  for  voluntary  relocation  application. 

(a)  In  order  to  be  considered  for  voluntary  relocation  assistance 
benefits,  an  applicant  must  have  filed  a completed  application  form  with 
the  Commission  by  the  close  of  business  on  Duly  1 , 1986. 

(b)  To  qualify  for  relocation  assistance,  individuals  must  meet  the 
eligibility  requirements  as  of  Duly  7,  1986.  [51  FR  19170,  May  28,  1986] 
Sec.  700.138 

Persons  who  have  not  applied  for  voluntary  relocation  by  Duly  7,  1986. 

(a)  Pursuant  to  25  U.S.C.  640d-14  (d)(3)  heads-of-household  who  do  not 
make  timely  arrangements  for  relocation  by  filing  an  application  by  Duly 
7,  1986,  shall  be  provided  a replacement  home  by  the  Commission.  To  be 
eligible  for  benefits  (Housing  and  Moving  Expenses),  such  persons  must  be, 
as  of  Duly  7,  1986,  physically  residing  full  time  on  land  partitioned  to  a 
tribe  of  which  they  are  not  members  and  they  must  also  otherwise  meet  all 
other  current  eligibility  criteria. 

(b)  The  Commission  shall  utilize  amounts  payable  with  respect  to  such 
households  pursuant  to  25  U.S.C.  640d-14(b) (2)  and  25  U.S.C.  640d-  34 

(a)  for  the  construction  or  acquisition  of  a home  and  related 
facilities  for  such  households. 

(c)  Persons  identified  by  the  Commission  as  potentially  subject  to 
relocation  who  have  not  applied  for  relocation  assistance  shall  be 
contacted  by  the  Commission  as  soon  as  practicable  after  Duly  7,  1986.  At 
such  time,  the  Commission  shall-- 

(1)  Request  that  the  head-of-household  choose  an  available  area  for 
relocation,  and  contract  with  the  Commission  for  relocation;  and 

(2)  Offer  the  relocatee  suitable  housing;  and 

(3)  Offer  to  purchase  from  the  head-of-household  the  habitation  and 
improvements;  and 

(4)  Offer  provisions  for  the  head-of-household  and  his  family  to  be 
moved  (e.g.,  moving  expenses,  etc.). 

(d)  If  a person  so  identified  fails  to  agree  to  move  after  the  actions 
outlined  in  this  section  are  taken  by  the  Commission  and  suitable  housing 
is  available  (or  sufficient  funds  are  available  to  assure  the  relocation 
assistance  to  which  the  relocatee  may  be  entitled),  the  Commission  will 
issue  a ninety-day  notice  stating  the  date  by  which  the  person  will  be 
required  to  vacate  the  area  partitioned  to  the  Tribe  of  which  he  is  not  a 
member.  [51  FR  19170,  May  28,  1986] 

Sec.  700.139 
Referral  for  action. 

Upon  the  expiration  of  all  notice  periods  and  upon  the  failure  or  refusal 
of  any  relocatees  to  make  timely  arrangements  to  move,  the  Commission 
shall  forward  the  names  and  addresses  of  such  relocatees  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  and  to  the  U.S.  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Arizona  for 
such  action  as  they  deem  appropriate.  The  Commission  will  assure  the 
availability  of  relocation  assistance  to  which  the  relocatees  may  be 
entitled . 


To:  Bob  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

From:  Media  Island  International  <mii@olywa.net> 

Subject:  "Notice  to  Vacate"  & Nav.  Times  article  11/12 
Date:  Sat,  28  Nov  1998  13:34:17  -0800 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  letter  given  to  14  HPL  residents  (4  to  one 
family  alone!)  by  agents  of  the  Office  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  Indian 
Relocation,  the  O.N.H.I.R.  That  there  even  exists  such  an  office  is  an 
abomination.  It  was  faxed  to  us  along  with  a copy  of  the  article  from  the 
Navajo  Times  from  Nov.  12,  1998,  also  below. 

There  is  not  now,  nor  has  there  ever  been,  any  defendable  justification  for 
the  nightmarish  war  being  waged  on  these  traditional  people.  Please  keep 
up  all  your  efforts  to  educate  and  prepare  and  act  at  the  request  of  the 
Elders.  Sorry  this  is  not  in  a more  'action  alert'  format-  more  when  we 
get  it. 

-Dimmy  at  Media  Island  Int'l 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

(seal)  UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

OFFICE  OF  NAVA30  AND  HOPI  INDIAN  RELOCATION 

Christopher  3.  Bavasi 

Executive  Director 

Date:  11-18-98 

(name  of  addressee) 

Dear  M. , 


NOTICE  OF  NEED  TO  IMMEDIATELY  REQUEST  RELOCATION  BENEFITS 

You  did  not  apply  for  relocation  benefits  by  Duly  7,  1986.  Our  records  also 
show  that  you  are  a fullAA  time  resident  of  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  (HPL) 
and  potentially  subject  to  relocation.  The  purpose  of  this  notice  is  to 
inform  you  of  your  choices  under  the  law,  regulations  and  agreements  that 
control  your  eligibility  for  relocation  benefits.  If  you  have  not  signed  an 
Accommodation  Agreement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  you  have  30  days  from  receipt 
of  this  notice  in  which  to  fill  out  a Request  for  Eligibility  Determination 
form  . The  O.N.H.I.R.  staff  person  who  gives  you  this  offer  will  help  you 
complete  this  form  or  you  can  do  so  within  30  days  by  contacting  Doseph 
Shelton  at  our  office  at  1AA800AA321AA3114,  extension  151  to  set  an 
appointment  to  do  so. 

If  you  do  nor  fill  out  a Request  for  Eligibility  Determination  and  provide 
the  documents,  the  O.N.H.I.R..  will  make  a decision  on  your  eligibility 
based  on  available  information  and  documents. 

If  the  O.N.H.I.R  decides  that  you  are  eligible  for  relocation  benefits  you 
will  be  contacted  promptly  to  make  arrangements  for  your  relocation.  If  you 
do  not  agree  to  work  with  the  O.N.H.I.R.  to  choose  a feasible  relocation 
site  for  your  relocation  house,  O.N.H.I.R.  will  provide  you  a house  on  the 
New  Lands.  If  you  do  not  voluntarily  move  to  this  house,  you  will  lose  your 
right  to  be  on  the  HPL  as  a person  "awaiting  relocation."  If  you  have  held 
a grazing  permit  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  that  permit  will 
be  canceled  and  you  will  be  subject  to  eviction  to  the  house  that  the 
O.N.H.I.R.  has  provided.  You  will  be  given  a Notice  to  Vacate  if  you 
continue  to  fail  or  refuse  to  relocate.  Your  name  will  be  sent  to  the  U.S. 
Attorney  for  the  District  of  Arizona  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
to  the  Hopi  Tribe  for  action  as  they  deem  appropriate. 

If  the  O.N.H.I.R.  decides  you  that  you  are  not  eligible  for  relocation 
benefits,  you  will  be  notified.  The  notice  will  tell  you  about  your  appeal 
rights . 

I hope  that  we  can  be  helpful. 

Sincerely, 

(signed) 

Christopher  D.  Bavasi 

1998\471 . 

B 11-4-98 

(O.N.H.I.R.)  P.0.  Box  KK,  201  E.  Birch,  Flagstaff,  Arizona  86002 
(520)  779-2721  Fax  (520)  774-1977 


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  following  is  an  article  from  the  Navajo  Times: 

ONHIR  issuing  notices  to  vacate  as  part  of  procedure 
Navajo  Times  Thursday,  Nov.  12,  1998 
By  WENDY  R.  YOUNG 
Special  to  Navajo  Times 

FLAGSTAFF  - "It  is  not  an  eviction  notice.  It  is  a notice  to  vacate," 
clarified  Office  of  Navajo  and  Flopi  Indian  Relocation  Deputy  Director  Mike 
McAlister.  "All  we're  doing  is  satisfying  our  regulations." 

Beginning  next  week,  federal  ONHIR  officials  will  begin  visiting  about  14 
residents  of  Dineh  homesites  on  the  Hopi  Partition  Land  where  no  eligible 
people  signed  into  an  Accommodation  Agreement  lease  with  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

ONHIR  officials  will  not  be  delivering  eviction  notices,  but  rather  a 
notice  which  allows  the  residents  30  days  to  decide  whether  to  relocate  or 
sign  an  AA.  After  the  30  days  have  passed,  ONHIR  officials  will  return 
again  to  deliver  a 90  day  "notice  to  vacate"  to  residents  who  still  have 
not  taken  any  legally  recognizable  action  towards  either  relocating  or 
signing  an  AA  lease. 

After  the  terms  of  the  30AAday  and  90AAday  notices,  a total  of  at  least  120 
days,  either  the  US  Dustice  Department  or  the  Hopi  Tribe  can  decide  whether 
to  go  to  a federal  court  to  request  an  order  of  eviction  for  Dineh  HPL 
relocation  and  AA  resisters. 

"An  eviction  notice  must  be  issued  by  a court  of  competent  jurisdiction," 
McAlister  said.  In  this  case,  since  the  reservations  are  federal  trust 
land,  the  presiding  court  would  be  the  federal  court. 

Neither  the  US  Dustice  Department  nor  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  indicated  whether 
they  intend  to  followAAup  with  requests  to  federal  court  for  eviction 
notices.  McAlister  noted  that  if  those  parties  do  file  for  eviction 
notices,  Dineh  HPL  residents  of  homesites  without  an  AA  lease  will  still 
have  the  opportunity  to  fight  the  eviction  case  in  the  court. 

Katherine  Hazard,  US  Dustice  Department  attorney,  encourages  residents  of 
HPL  homesites  without  a lease  and  who  do  not  want  to  sign  an  AA  to  work 
with  ONHIR. 

"If  people  want  to  have  a voice  in  selecting  where  their  relocation  house 
is  going  to  be,  then  they  should  work  with  the  relocation  office  to  select 
a site,"  she  said.  "If  people  don't  cooperate  in  selecting  a relocation 
homesite,  a home  will  be  provided  in  the  New  Lands." 

ONHIR  recently  denied  certification  to  a number  of  AA  signers  who  applied 
for  relocation,  and  those  people  may  have  the  opportunity  to  appeal  those 
decisions.  After  February  1.  2000,  the  end  of  the  threeAAyear  trial  period 
for  the  AA,  ONHIR  will  no  longer  be  accepting  new  applications  for 
relocation . 

HPL  residents  with  our  without  an  AA  lease,  whether  or  not  they  have 
already  been  certified  to  relocate,  have  until  that  date  to  continue  with 
their  federal  relocation  procedures.  Anyone  still  intending  to  relocate 
through  ONHIR  must  take  action  before  February  1,  2000. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Language  Reminder"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Nov  1998  10:10:51  -0500 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : To  all:  - My  annual  reminder 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


d ' laan 'te. . . 

Each  year  about  December  I write  to  encourage  the  sharing  of  the  great 
gift  of  the  languages  of  the  Nations.  This  year  I will  be  far  away  from 
this  computer,  in  a place  where  my  heart  is,  so  I have  written  something 
for  you  now.  I hope  & pray  that  it  moves  one  or  two  of  you  to  take  these 
words  & maybe  start  on  the  greatest  gift  you  could  ever  give  your 
children . 

This  is  long,  but  that's  the  way  I was  raised  to  speak.  To  tell  you  what 
to  do  would  show  little  respect  for  your  own  right  & ability  to  choose  for 
yourselves  what  is  right, . So  I weave  stuff  into  a story  & let  you  draw 
your  own  truths...  Also,  it  is  in  English  which  is  short.  If  I wrote  in  (& 
you  could  understand)  Dene  with  it's  116  characters  vs  English's  feeble 
26,  this  would  be  5 times  longer. 

Anyways . . . 

I was  recently  writing  a speech  for  somebody  again  (yeah,  I know. . but  I 
have  rent  to  pay.)  It  had  to  do  with  the  issue  of  Unceded  First  Nation 
Sovereignty,  & one  of  he  analogies  the  client  requested  was  the  concept  of 
'masters  in  our  own  house'.,  a slogan  that  became  a mantra  for  Quebec 
nationalist  francophones  in  the  past  40  years,  with  great  success,  here  in 
Canada . 

Now,  this  speech  was  going  to  be  given  at  an  assembly  of  representatives 
on  many  First  Nations,  & the  facts  that  a)  probably  more  than  half  the 
audience  were  no  longer  fluent  in  the  language  of  their  Nation  & b)  the 
costs  of  simultaneous  translation  for  the  other  half  being  'way  too 
expensive,  it  was  decided  to  give  this  speech  in  this  imported  language 
(imported  as  in  "..  foreign  to  this  land.."). 

So  naturally  the  ancient  English  saying,  "A  man's  home  is  his  castle"  came 
to  my  mind  (&  to  my  client's  mind  too).  But  I had  trouble  with  the  words, 
"home"  & "castle".  Besides  a lot  of  the  younger  "better  educated  leaders" 
of  the  Nations  in  that  audience,  there  were  going  to  be  a significant 
number  of  people  from  First  Nation  communities  I've  lived  & worked  with 
over  I-forget-how-many  decades..  Not  "urban-ified/city  Indians".  A dozen 
or  so  were  also  elders  I know  & respect.  The  issues  being  discussed  had  to 
be  understood  clearly  by  everyone  there,  so  that  they  could  take  a common 
vision  home  for  community  assemblies  & consensus  in  a year  or  two.,  (or 
three  : ) 

Declaring  that,  "A  man's  home  is  his  castle"  would  make  as  much  sense  to 
many  of  the  folks  from  the  sub-arctic  First  Nations  as  saying  "A  man's 
home  is  his  commodity  cheese"...  (That's  a fact,  & I for  one  rejoice  that 
some  folks  on  this  continent  still  don't  see  any  use  in  "castles",  or  in 
the  "mortgages"  or  a "split-level  w / two-car-garage"  that  rules  the  lives 
of  so  many,  either..,  for  whom  "home"  is  much,  much  more  than  some 
stuck-in-one-tiny-place  "building"!  Reality  is  still  alive  & well  folks, 
in  a few  places  here  & there..!) 

As  for  "home"...  Well,  home  for  one  & all  of  the  people  that  are  the  Dene 
Nation  was,  is  & always  will  be  Denendeh...  home  is  from  horizon  to 
horizon..,  from  that  water  to  this  one..,  from  that  mountain  range  as  far 
as  the  one  over  there...  That  is  what  Yamoria  told  the  Dene  when  they  were 
created..,  in  Denendeh..,  at  the  beginning  of  this,  the  most  recent  of  the 
worlds.  And  I know  of  no  Nation  of  this  land  for  whom  "home"  ever  meant 
"house".  A house  is  just  a shelter  from  the  elements;  period. 

So  I was  stuck  trying  to  find  a phrase  in  the  English  language  that 
expressed  the  same  concept  as,  "A  man's  home  is  his  castle",  with  all  its 
invisible  culture-crushing  baggage..  I was  stumped.  Then  I hit  the 
perfect  quote! ! Apparently  one  that  crosses  time  & culture,  one  that 
people  (like  me)  can  relate  to..,  really  grasping  what  makes  "home"  such  a 
special,  private,  sacred  place..!! 

"Every  man  likes  the  smell  of  his  own  farts."  * 

The  communities  & the  elders  that  I know  & love  up  north  could  really 
understand  that  one..  It  means  a heck  of  a lot  more  than  "castle".., 
that ' s for  sure ! 

Yet,  even  though  I was  paid  for  this  speech,  I was  disappointed  to  later 
find  out  that  my  client  had  used  the  "home.,  castle."  line,  for  some 
strange  reason.  It  seems  some  people  still  hold  the  bizarre  belief  that 


there's  only  one  worldview.  That  has  the  same  effect  on  me  as  meeting 
someone  blind,  seeing  only  black..,  no  colors...  It's  sad. 

Now  my  question  for  all  of  you  is... 

Which  "home"  would  you  pray  that  your  grandchildren  inherit?  What  "home" 
will  you  fight  or  do  you  fight  to  preserve  for  them?  And  for  their 
children . . ? 

A castle  (w/  mortage/maintenance/servicing  & a two-car  garage,  etc.,  etc.).. 
OR.  ., 

A home  that  is  from  horizon  to  horizon..,  from  that  water  to  this  one.., 
from  that  mountain  range  as  far  as  the  one  over  there...  ?????? 

It  will  depend  entirely  (110%)  on  the  language  that  YOU  think  in  & 
speak..,  ESPECIALLY  to  & IN  FRONT  OF  your  children... 

So  please  people,  if  you  answer  the  above  question  the  way  I think  you 
will  ..,  consider  taking  some  time,  MAKING  some  time,  to  learn  the 
language  of  your  Nation.  What  you  decide  will  really,  truly  & deeply 
affect  tens  of  thousands..,  yet  unborn. 

Language  is  the  way  the  human  mind  defines  the  universe  it  sees,  & how 
values  (what  & who  are  important  enough  to  care  for  & defend,  & why...) 
are  transmitted  from  one  generation  to  all  those  that  follow. 

The  language  of  your  Nation  is  your  living  testament  to  your  children  & to 
their  children  & to  their  children,  bequeathing  to  them  the  same  "home" 
that  the  grandfathers  & grandmothers  of  your  Nation  left  to  you  to  care 
for  and  be  a living  part  of,  "...  from  horizon  to  horizon..,  from  that 
water  to  this  one..,  from  that  mountain  range  as  far  as  the  one  over 
there ...  " 

masircho  for  listening..,  & in  the  spirit  of  the  season's  change,  from  the 
fifth  to  the  sixth  season  of  the  year  - the  Freeze-up  into  the  bitter  cold 
of  the  Cracking  Trees  - my  prayers  that  we  all  reach  the  Break-up/Thaw 
season,  & the  following  season  of  New  Life..,  with  few  dead  & many 
newborns  in  our  families..  (Some  family  die  every  season.  We  just  maybe 
hadn't  met  them  yet...  <-  Worldviews...  Language...  Of  THIS  continent..!) 
jaom/enethekwe 


+ I'd  pulled  the  quote  from  the  Microsoft  User's  Manual  for  The  Universe 
& Everything  Else  - v01.1b 

a.k.a.  "Bookshelf"  - when  I entered  the  word,  "home"  in  the  quotations 
search  engine. . . 

[Icelandic  Proverb.  Collected  by  W.  H.  Auden  and  Louis  Kronenberger  in 
The  Viking  Book  of  Aphorisms  (1962).  A form  of  the  proverb  also  existed  in 
ancient  Rome,  as  attested  by  playwright  Terence  in  Andria,  act  4,  sc.  2: 
"Every  man's  ordure  well/To  his  own  sense  doth  smell"  (tr.  by  John 
Florio) . 

The  Columbia  Dictionary  of  Quotations  is  licensed  from  Columbia  University 
Press.  Copyright  c 1993  by  Columbia  University  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 
Caedmon  recordings  reproduced  by  arrangement  with  Flarper  Collins  Publishers.] 
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Tribes  worried  that  gangs  are  moving  in 
c.  AP  11-23-98 

GREAT  FALLS,  Mont.  (AP)  Dress  codes  and  summer  activities  are  among  the 
tools  that  tribal  officials  will  rely  on  to  counter  a growing  gang 
presence  on  Montana's  Indian  reservations. 

More  than  50  tribal  members  gathered  in  Great  Falls  Saturday  to  discuss 
how  to  combat  the  gangs  that  are  creeping  into  Montana's  reservations. 

"In  almost  every  Indian  reservation  in  the  state  we  have  gangs,"  said 


Fred  Guardipee,  the  director  of  Browning's  Drug  Elimination  program. 

The  Blackfeet  Housing  Authority's  statistics  show  that  a gang-related 
burglary  occurs  every  day. 

Homes  are  broken  into  and  TVs,  stereos  and  other  valuable  items  are 
stolen  and  sold  in  Great  Falls  and  in  Kalispel  pawn  shops  for  drug  money, 
Guardipee  said. 

The  three-day-long  conference  that  ended  Saturday  brought  together  Great 
Falls  police  officers,  a gang  task  force,  border  patrolmen  and  tribal 
members  from  the  Fort  Belknap,  Rocky  Boy's  and  Blackfeet  reservations. 

They  learned  about  gang  tattoos,  clothing  and  graffiti  to  help  spot  gang 
members.  They  also  developed  plans  to  fight  gangs  and  related  crime. 

Those  plans  include  dress  codes  that  ban  baggy  pants  and  hooded  jackets 
from  schools;  summer  camps  on  reservations  to  keep  kids  off  the  streets; 
and  more  cultural  after-school  activities,  including  powwows,  that  kids 
can  get  involved  with  instead  of  gangs. 

Officials  said  they  also  will  offer  incentives  to  parents  to  get 
involved,  paint  over  graffiti  with  the  help  of  local  businesses,  and  work 
with  tribal  councils  to  make  stiffer  penalties  for  gang-related  crimes. 

Marvin  Mad  Plume,  a crime  prevention  coordinator  for  the  Blackfeet 
Housing  Authority,  plans  to  distribute  the  information  to  neighborhood 
watch  groups,  so  they  can  identify  possible  threats  in  their  area. 

The  conference  also  brought  in  Jeffrey  Oshins,  who  works  with  a national 
company  to  instigate  community  activity  and  give  advice  on  applying  for 
grants . 

"We're  fortunate  that  these  people  are  addressing  the  problem  before  it 
becomes  a crisis,"  he  said.  "Once  gangs  get  going  it's  nearly  impossible 
to  get  rid  of  them." 
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Four  Yakama  Tribal  Council  members  reprimanded 
c.  AP  11-23-98 

TOPPENISH,  Wash.  (AP)  Four  Yakama  Tribal  Council  members  have  been 
reprimanded  for  allegedly  violating  the  due  process  rights  of  a former 
member  of  the  tribe's  Credit  Enterprise. 

Three  of  the  council  members  all  members  of  the  tribe's  credit 
committee  were  suspended  as  of  Thursday  by  the  tribe's  ethics  committee. 
The  fourth  member  was  put  on  probation  for  90  days. 

The  actions  resulted  from  a decision  by  the  tribe's  ethics  committee  to 
uphold  a complaint  filed  by  a man  who  had  to  wait  six  months  for  a 
response  to  an  appeal  that  he  was  fired  illegally.  When  the  credit 
committee  finally  responded  last  week,  it  denied  his  appeal. 

"The  act  of  not  rendering  a final  decision  and  delivering  that  decision 
violated  the  due  process  of  the  petitioner,"  wrote  Code  of  Ethics 
Committee  Chairman  Ray  Slockish  in  the  committee's  ruling. 

The  man,  Tim  Sampson,  was  fired  from  the  Yakama  Nation  Credit  Enterprise 
in  January.  He  met  with  the  credit  committee  to  appeal  his  dismissal  in 
May. 

"The  credit  committee  was  just  stringing  me  along  and  saying  they  would 
see  what  they  could  do  to  get  my  job  back,"  Sampson  said. 

The  ethics  committee  found  Clifford  Moses,  Arlen  Washines,  Ray  James  and 
Patsy  Martin  guilty  of  malfeasance,  saying  they  should  not  have  advertised 
and  filled  Sampson's  position  until  they  had  addressed  his  appeal. 

Washines,  who  has  been  a council  member  since  1992,  said  he  wasn't 
surprised  by  the  ruling. 

"This  is  probably  a last  hurrah  for  them  (the  ethics  committee),"  he 
said.  "The  people  are  getting  fed  up  with  them  wasting  valuable  time  and 


money  and  resources  to  do  a job  they  were  not  elected  to  do." 

Washines  predicted  the  ethics  committee  members  would  be  thrown  out  of 
office  in  a General  Council  meeting  that  was  scheduled  to  begin  today. 

"I  fully  support  a code  of  ethics,  but  I don't  think  people  should  use 
that  office  for  their  own  personal  political  agenda,"  he  said. 

"They're  there  to  oversee  the  misbehavior  of  elected  officials,  not  to 
hear  employee  grievances  and  tell  the  Tribal  Council  how  to  manage  tribal 
programs,"  he  said. 
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Oneida  to  issue  own  plates 
c.  AP  11-23-98 

ONEIDA,  Wis.  (AP)  Wisconsin's  Oneida  tribe  is  about  to  make  the  state's 
license-plate  scene  a little  more  diverse  than  it  already  is. 

Oneida  officials  plan  to  issue  governmental,  police,  veterans, 
automobile  and  motorcycle  plates  Ian.  1,  if  not  sooner. 

They  will  join  55  special  plates,  including  the  limited  edition 
Sesquicentennial  plate,  that  the  state  Department  of  Transportation  issues, 
and  those  issued  by  two  other  tribes,  as  well. 

The  Menominee  Nation  and  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  Chippewa  band  already  issue 
their  own  plates. 

The  colors  for  the  Oneida's  plates  are  similar  to  Wisconsin's  standard 
plate,  and  they  are  easy  to  read,  said  Lloyd  Powless,  who  oversaw  the 
tribe's  licensing  program  through  the  Oneida  Tribe  Compliance  Division. 

For  example,  the  automobile  plate  has  a white  background,  violet  letters 
and  an  eagle  with  a peace  tree  and  turtle  lining  the  left  side. 

Each  plate  says  "Oneida  Nation"  instead  of  "Wisconsin."  They  will  be 
available  only  to  tribal  members  who  live  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
tribe's  reservation. 

"We  designed  the  plates  so  what  sticks  out  is  the  license  plate  number," 
Powless  said. 

The  state  expects  to  lose  $90,000  annually  when  the  Oneida  start  issuing 
plates  and  collecting  the  revenue.  The  tribe  will  charge  $40  for  an 
automobile  plate  $5  less  than  what  the  state  charges. 

The  DOT  didn't  help  the  Oneidas  on  their  designs,  said  Terry  Thompson, 
program  supervisor  for  the  state  Division  of  Motor  Vehicles. 

Thompson  said  he's  seen  the  Oneidas'  designs,  which  he  called 
"attractive . " 

"It  will  provide  good  readability,"  Thompson  said.  "The  character  field 
is  still  the  plain  white,  with  the  violet  lettering.  I think  it  will  be 
fine. " 
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Tribal  members  says  threats  kept  some  from  meeting 
c.  AP  11-21-98 

LAKE  ANDES,  S.D.  (AP)  Threats  and  intimidation  kept  some  people  from 
attending  a Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  general  council  meeting  that  was  called 


three  days  after  two  leaders  were  ousted,  the  temporary  chairman  said. 

"A  lot  of  elders  were  scared,"  said  pro-tern  Chairman  Ellsworth  Chytka, 
of  Lake  Andes.  "There's  just  a lot  of  threats  and  intimidation,  and  this 
is  the  practice  that  has  been  going  on." 

The  general  council  suspended  Tribal  Chairman  Steve  Cournoyer  Dr.  and 
Vice  Chairman  Robert  Cournoyer  last  Saturday  on  a 46-0  vote  for  alleged 
violations  of  the  tribe's  constitution  and  bylaws. 

But  when  another  session  of  the  council  which  includes  the  tribe's  7, 

200  members  was  called  Tuesday,  only  27  people  showed  up. 

The  tribe's  business  and  claims  committee,  the  nine-member  council  that 
conducts  the  tribe's  day-to-day  operations,  has  not  recognized  the 
decision  to  suspend  the  two  men. 

Committee  members  said  the  vote  was  illegal  because  the  proper  procedure 
wasn't  followed  in  publicizing  the  meeting. 

Chytka  said  one  reasons  the  general  council  voted  to  suspend  the 
Cournoyers  was  a concern  about  significant  pay  raises  for  members  of  the 
business  and  claims  committee. 

According  to  the  minutes  of  a Sept.  16  meeting,  the  committee  called  an 
emergency  session  of  the  general  council  and  approved  raises  for  the 
chairman,  other  officers  and  committee  members. 

The  annual  salaries  had  been  $40,000  for  the  chairman,  $37,000  for  other 
officers,  and  $35,000  for  other  council  members.  New  salaries  approved  at 
that  meeting  were  $57,500  for  the  chairman,  $55,500  for  other  officers, 
and  $52,500  for  other  council  members. 

Chytka  said  elders  have  since  been  calling  him  wondering  about  the 
tribe's  money  and  how  benefits  are  distributed. 

In  addition,  the  business  and  claims  committee  is  not  supposed  to  handle 
any  dealings  in  amounts  of  more  than  $20,000  nor  is  supposed  to  enter  into 
contractual  agreements,  said  Chytka.  But  they  have  done  both,  he  said. 

Despite  fears  among  tribal  members,  Chytka  said  he  would  continue  to 
hold  general  council  meetings  in  an  attempt  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the 
allegations . 

"Every  meeting  there's  more  and  more  people.  They're  getting  less  and 
less  scared,"  he  said. 

"We're  going  to  do  our  best  to  do  this  in  an  orderly  manner.  We're  not 
radicals,"  Chytka  said. 
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
ST'AT'IMC  ALERT  - SETON  LAKE  BAND  CP  146  ISSUE 

The  Seton  Lake  Band  (Tsal7alh)  have  moved  into  action  to  prevent  the 
Government  of  BC  and  Ainsworth  Lumber  Company  from  logging  the  south  side 
of  Seton  Lake.  The  Seton  community  has  set  up  Delgamuuk'w  Inn  as  a 
checkpoint  on  the  forestry  road  presently  under  construction  at  CP  146. 

This  checkpoint  will  remain  as  long  as  necessary  to  prevent  corporate 
logging  on  that  side  of  Seton  Lake. 

The  proposed  logging  would  destroy  valuable  cultural  sites,  hunting  areas 
and  the  ability  of  the  community  to  develop  other  more  sensitive  economic 
opportunities  for  the  area. 

Seven  St'at'imc  Chiefs  have  come  together  in  support  of  this  cause.  We 
expect  all  eleven  St'at'imc  communities  to  be  in  support  of  this  action. 

The  Seton  Band  community  asks  the  people  of  the  St'at'imc  Nation  and  the 
people  of  Lillooet  to  assist  them  in  their  struggle.  Please  speak  out  to 
halt  the  road  building  and  logging  activities  on  the  south  side  of  Seton 
Lake. 

The  people  have  asked  for  unity  to  fight  for  this  worthy  cause.  Let's  move 
back  onto  our  St'at'imc  traditional  lands!  Let's  stand  together  and  let 
our  voices  be  heard!  Donations  welcome! 

Takem  nsnukwnukw7a  - All  My  Relations! 


NO  LOGGING  OR  ROADING  ON  UNCEDED  ST'AT'IMC  LAND  WITHOUT  CONSENT! 

Premier  Glen  Clark,  NDP  Premier  of  British  Columbia:  premier@gov. be . ca 

Ainsworth  Lumber  Company:  info@ainsworth . ca 

Ainsworth  Chief  Forester:  timR(3ainsworth . ca 

cc:  Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs:  ubcic@bc . sympatico . ca 


SETON  COMMUNITY  POSITION  STATEMENT 

+ The  consultation  process  established  by  the  Government  of  BC  for 
harvesting  timber  on  unceded  St'at'imc  territory  is  inconsistent  with  the 
judgement  handed  down  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  in  Delgamuuk'w. 

+ Cultural  and  archaeological  heritage  sites  are  located  throughout  the 
proposed  road  building  and  cutting  permit  area. 

+ The  findings  of  Altamira,  the  Alberta  archaeological  firm  hired  by 
Ainsworth,  that  no  archaeological  sites  would  be  impacted  by  Ainsworth's 
activities  in  CP  146  are  in  serious  conflict  with  the  findings  of  LTC's 
Marie  Barney  and  Sue  Montgomery  of  Creekside  Resources  Ltd. 

+ Given  the  threats  posed  by  the  proposed  logging  to  St'at'imc  heritage 
and  appropriate  Seton  community  development  plans,  the  community  of  Seton 
Lake,  with  the  support  of  the  Lillooet,  Pavilion,  Fountain,  Bridge  River, 
Cayoose  Creek  and  Mount  Currie  communities  will  take  whatever  action  that 
may  be  required  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  this  extremely  important 
part  of  our  history  and  economy. 


ST'AT'IMC  ALERT: 

On  November  12,  1998,  the  St'at'imc  Chiefs  met  with  representatives 
from  the  BC  Ministry  of  Forests,  Ainsworth  Lumber  Company,  District  of 
Lillooet,  Provincial  MLA's  office  and  private  contractors  for  the  purpose 
of  resolving  the  conflict  surrounding  Cutting  Permit  146  (South  Seton). 

The  meeting  agreed  to  submit  their  concerns  to  a mediation  process  under 
terms  of  reference  to  be  drafted  by  representatives  from  St'at'imc, 

Ainsworth  and  the  Ministry  of  Forests.  One  of  the  key  goals  of  the 
mediation  process  is  to  seek  alternative  sources  of  wood  since  the 
community  of  Seton  Lake  strongly  object  to  any  corporate  harvesting 
activity  on  the  south  shore  of  Seton  Lake. 

After  almost  two  hours  of  what  St'at'imc  representatives  believed  to  be 
honorable  discussions,  they  were  notified  that  the  cutting  permit  had  been 
issued  two  days  earlier.  This  came  as  a total  shock  to  St'at'imc 
representatives . 

Unless  circumstances  are  to  change,  St'at'imc  representative  Chiefs  see  no 
reason  to  continue  the  mediation  process  and  are  forced  by  circumstances 
to  take  immediate  action  to  protect  the  area  for  which  the  cutting  permit 
was  issued.  IT'S  TIME  TO  ACT. 


Welcome  to  our  Council  Fires.  Five  Sacred  Fires  are  burning;  one  for  each 
of  the  four  directions  and  one  central  Fire  at  the  Delgamuukw  Inn,  on  the 
south  side  of  Seton  Lake,  opposite  Retaskit.  The  Council  Fires  are  places 
where  people  can  come  to  talk  together,  to  ask  questions  and  to  seek 
answers.  Council  Fires  are  a way  of  raising  awareness  of  who  we  are,  where 
we  are,  and  what  our  visions  are  for  the  future.  The  Sacred  Fire  has  long 
been  one  of  the  ways  for  our  people  to  connect  spiritually  with  the 
Creator  and  with  each  other.  In  lighting  and  tending  these  fires  we  pray 
to  the  Creator  for  the  peaceful  and  just  resolution  of  disputes  among 
peoples.  We  welcome  your  visit.  Council  Fires  located  at  Sekw'el'was, 
Lilwat,  Ts'kw'aylaxw  and  Chalath. 

DELGAMUUK'W  INN 

...is  a camp  and  Sacred  Fire  set  up  on  the  south  side  of  Seton  Lake,  on 
the  new  road  being  built  by  Ainsworth  Lumber  Company,  Ltd.  The  camp  is 
occupied  by  members  of  the  St'at'imc  Nation.  The  camp  is  a check  point  to 
prevent  any  further  construction  of  the  logging  road. 

YOUR  SUPPORT  IS  NEEDED:  food,  funds  and  other  supplies  will  be 
appreciated.  All  donations  can  be  sent  to  the  Lillooet  Tribal  Council 
office  Ph  (250)  256-7523.  LTC  will  ensure  that  all  donations  go  to  support 
Delgamuuk'w  Inn. 


BRUTISH  COLUMBIA,  KKKANADA  - BUILT  AND  MAINTAINED  BY  ECOCIDE  & GENOCIDE 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : How  We  Screwed  the  Nisga'a"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Nov  1998  12:47:46  -0800 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Nisga'a  deal,  courtesy  of  Glen  Clark  & friends 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
WITH  FORKED  TONGUE:  "HOW  WE  SCREWED  THE  NISGA'A"  - BY  GLEN  CLARK  & FRIENDS 

1.  Statement  by  BC  Premier  Glen  Clark 

2.  Religious  leaders  support  Nisga'a  agreement 

3.  Letter  to  editor:  Nisga'a  agreement  "a  terrible  thing" 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  They  are  provided  for  reference  only.] 


Victoria  News,  Nov.  18,  1998 
by  BC  NDP  Premier  Glen  Clark 

The  Nisga'a  Treaty  will  see  the  Nisga'a  move  into  the  mainstream  of 
Canadian  society  and  become  more  self-reliant,  instead  of  remaining 
separate  from  other  Canadians  and  economically  hamstrung  by  the  Indian 
Act.  Nisga'a  Chief  3oe  Gosnell  said  it  best  when  he  stated  that  the 
Nisga'a  people  "are  not  negotiating  our  way  out  of  Canada.  From  our 
standpoint,  we  are  negotiating  our  way  back  into  Canada."  Under  the  Indian 
Act,  this  is  a virtual  impossibility.  Natives  have  special  privileges  that 
set  them  apart  from  other  Canadians  (and  have  not  allowed  them  to  prosper 
anyway),  while  they  are  denied  the  tools  to  build  their  economies  and 
achieve  self-reliance. 

This  bureaucratic,  failed  system  is  costing  us  dearly.  The  federal 
government  alone  spends  more  than  $800  million  every  year  in  BC  on 
bureaucracy  and  programs  for  aboriginals.  In  the  absence  of  treaty 
settlements,  this  cost  will  continue,  while  aboriginal  people  remain 
separate  from  other  British  Columbians  in  a century-old,  discredited  cycle 
of  enforced  dependency.  In  short,  we  will  remain  a society  divided. 
Treaties  are  a way  to  say  goodbye  to  separation,  division  and  inequality. 
The  Nisga'a  Treaty  gives  the  Nisga'a  land,  resources  and  their  own 
municipal-style  government.  These  are  not  ends  in  themselves,  but  rather 
the  means  by  which  the  Nisga'a  can  build  a stronger,  more  self-reliant 
community,  all  within  the  framework  of  the  Canadian  Constitution,  the 
Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms,  the  Criminal  Code  and  all  federal  and 
BC  laws  of  general  application. 

The  Indian  Act  will  no  longer  apply.  The  Nisga'a  government  will  be 
comparable  to  a municipal  government,  with  some  extra  powers  relating  to 
public  services,  cultural  affairs  and  resource  management.  Non-Nisga'a  can 
own  private  property  within  the  boundaries  of  Nisga'a  lands.  Private  land 
within  those  boundaries  that  is  today  owned  by  non-Nisga'a  will  remain 
private;  the  owners  will  not  be  subject  to  Nisga'a  laws  on  their  property. 
The  Nisga'a  are  free  to  sell  parts  of  their  land  to  non-Nisga'a  if  they  so 
wish.  Non-Nisga'a  who  do  own  such  land  will  have  more  rights  (backed  up  by 
Nisga'a  obligations  in  the  treaty  than  any  non-aboriginal  person  has  on 
Indian  Reserves  today. 

Dust  like  a municipal  government,  the  Nisga'a  government  will  be  able  to 
operate  wholly  owned  commercial  corporations,  which  would  receive  the  same 
tax  treatment  as  a municipal  corporation.  The  Nisga'a  government  will  have 
the  same  income  tax  and  property  tax  status  as  other  municipalities.  Like 
any  municipality,  the  Nisga'a  government  will  receive  transfer  payments 
from  the  provincial  and  federal  governments  to  help  provide  services, 
including  water,  sewers,  education  and  health  care.  But  unlike 
municipalities,  the  Nisga'a  will  see  those  transfers  reduced  as  their  own 


revenue  increases. 

The  Nisga'a  will  be  able  to  invest  in  needed  infrastructure  and 
businesses.  They'll  be  able  to  license  commercial  operations  which  make 
use  of  the  resources  on  Nisga'a  lands.  They  will  be  able  to  enter  into 
joint  ventures  with  non-Nisga'a  business  partners.  The  Nisga'a  will  also 
begin  paying  taxes  to  the  BC  and  federal  governments,  and  let's  not  forget 
the  cash  settlement  is  not  an  ongoing  obligation,  unlike  all  payments  and 
programs  associated  with  the  Indian  Act.  After  15  years,  that's  it. 

Email  BC  NDP  Premier  Glen  dark:  <premier@gov. be . ca> 


RELIGIOUS  LEADERS  BACK  NISGA'A  TREATY 
Vancouver  Sun,  Nov.  19,  1998  by  Douglas  Todd 

A coalition  of  prominent  B.C.  religious  leaders  has  come  out  in  full 
support  of  B.C.'s  contentious  Nisga'a  treaty. 

Anglican,  Catholic,  United,  Baptist,  Unitarian  and  Zoroastrian  officials 
this  week  endorsed  the  general  principles  of  the  agreement  with  the  federal 
and  provincial  governments,  saying  it  is  the  "result  of  good  faith 
negotiation . " 

Their  statement  --  signed  by  Vancouver  Catholic  Archbishop  Adam  Exner  and 
B.C.  Anglican  Archbishop  David  Crawley  --  is  expected  to  be  unveiled  today 
at  the  Museum  of  Anthropology  at  the  University  of  B.C.  as  part  of  a 
gathering  of  100  B.C.  faith  representatives,  along  with  Premier  Glen  Clark. 

The  primate  of  the  750,000-member  Anglican  Church  of  Canada,  Michael 
Peers,  will  be  in  Vancouver  from  Toronto  to  join  Nisga'a  elders  in  leading 
a Friday  evening  liturgical  celebration  of  the  Nisga'a  treaty  at  Christ 
Church  Cathedral. 

"I  look  forward  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  dreams  and  work  of  almost  a 
century  as  we  press  on  to  an  historic  agreement  with  Canada  and  British 
Columbia,"  Peers  said. 

He  is  an  adopted  member  of  the  Nisga'a  people  of  northwestern  B.C.,  among 
whom  Anglican  clergy  have  worked  for  more  than  a century. 

Exner  and  Crawley  are  two  of  the  most  influential  B.C.  religious  leaders 
who  signed  the  joint  statement,  which  backs  the  Nisga'a  treaty  on  the 
grounds  the  Nisga'a  never  ceded  any  of  their  territory  by  treaty,  and  had 
their  lands  occupied  and  resources  taken  away. 

However,  the  treaty,  which  will  not  take  effect  until  it  has  been  approved 
by  the  provincial  legislature  and  Parliament,  is  meeting  strong  resistance 
from  the  federal  Reform  party  and  B.C.  Liberal  leader  Gordon  Campbell. 

The  B.C.  religious  leaders  who  signed  the  document  include:  Exner, 

Crawley,  Rev.  leremy  Bell  of  the  Baptist  Union  of  Western  Canada,  Rev. 
Phillip  Hewitt  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  Deirdre  Kelly  of  the  Catholic 
diocese  of  Victoria,  Rev.  Edwin  Searcy  of  University  Hill  United  Church  and 
Bella  Tata  of  the  Zoroastrian  Society  of  B.C. 


NISGA'A  AGREEMENT  "A  TERRIBLE  THING" 

Letter  to  the  editor,  'The  Martlet',  Nov.  19,  1998 
Editors, 

Over  the  past  three  years  I have  been  directly  involved  with  the  Nisga'a 
treaty  working  with  the  hereditary  chiefs  and  matriarchs  who  now  have 
asked  me  to  come  forward  with  the  information  I have  witnessed.  The  role 
that  I was  performing  was  advisor,  counsel  and  witness  to  the  actions  of 
the  Provincial  and  Federal  Governments  and  the  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council  and 
Nisga'a  Band  Council.  The  present  conditions  inside  the  Nisga'a  Nation  are 
not  unlike  those  that  exist  amongst  most  other  Native  communities  across 
Canada  and  the  United  states. 

The  levels  of  unemployment  - 80-90%;  alcohol  and  drug  abuse-65-75%; 
sexual  abuse  and  extreme  family  dysfunction-70-90%  and  most  disconcerting 
is  the  100%  draconian  control  of  the  people  by  the  Nisga'a  Tribal  and 
Village  Band  Councils.  This  last  point  is  the  most  important  since  these 
Councils  are  literally  agents  of  the  Federal  Government  yet  are  actual 
Nisga'a  citizens.  The  fraud,  mismanagement,  abuse,  direct  and  indirect 
human  rights  violations  perpetrated  by  these  councils  is  beyond  criminal 
justice  and  in  the  realm  of  fascism  and  an  actual  visible  sign  of  the 
contempt  that  has  been  held  for  Native  people  by  our  Governments. 

I have  been  actively  involved  in  the  study  of  Native  Communities  as  a 


counselor  in  drug/alcohol  and  family/community  violence.  In  addition  I 
have  been  asked  by  numerous  nations  to  sit  as  Witness  to  the  interactions 
of  Governments  and  Band  Councils  over  the  past  twenty  years.  I have  been 
trained  traditionally  by  elders  and  medicine  people  in  many  of  the  ways  of 
the  different  native  communities  and  have  had  tremendous  opportunities  to 
experience  first  hand  the  atrocities  that  exist  inside  Native  Communities. 
There  is  a terrible  event  about  to  happen  here  in  Canada  that  will  effect 
the  relationship  of  Governments  and  aboriginal  peoples  throughout  the 
modern  world.  It  is  the  acceptance  by  the  average  Canadian  that  what  the 
Government  is  informing  us  about  the  Nisga'a  Treaty  is  the  truth  and  that 
the  Nisga'a  Nation  is  properly  voted  on  at  the  Agreement  in  Principle 
(second  level) . 

The  Nisga'a  people  have  less  than  10%  understanding  of  the  content  of 
the  treaty;  I have  witnessed  over  $7.5  million  dollars  in  fraud,  payoffs, 
corporate  and  government  mishandling  of  public  funds.  At  the  last 
convention  I attended  in  the  Nisga'a  Nation  I spoke  to  296  people  and 
asked  them  one  question  - do  you  understand  the  content  of  this  treaty? 

291  said  NO.  I feel  that  the  media  has  failed  in  its'  responsibility  to 
ensure  our  democratic  freedoms  by  complying  with  the  governments  and 
pandering  to  big  business.  What  the  media  has  failed  to  do  is  provide  a 
balanced  understanding  of  the  facts  and  presented  the  Canadian  public  with 
an  extremely  one-sided  view  of  the  treaty  process.  It  is  the  "beginning  of 
the  end  of  the  beginning",  said  the  Regional  Director  General  for  Indian 
Affairs  and  in  this  he  spoke  his  only  truth. 

This  IS  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  all  aboriginal  culture  in  this  country 
and  will  carry  over  to  all  other  countries  as  witnessed  by  the  August  4th, 
1998  initiating  ceremony.  Many  people  believe  the  word  Apartheid 
originated  in  South  Africa.  The  truth  is  that  when  the  Dutch  turned  it 
over  to  the  British,  they  approached  Canada  for  a blueprint  of  our  RESERVE 
system,  which  at  that  time  they  stated  was  too  severe  yet  introduced  a 
watered  down  version  to  control  their  aboriginals. 

Eammon  O'Brien 


SOVEREIGNTY  NOT  'SELF-GOVERNMENT'  * DECOLONIZATION  NOT  NEO-COLONIALISM! 
"The  purpose  of  the  BC  Treaty  Process  is  to  legitimize  the  theft  of  our 
lands."  - Elder  Lavina  White,  Haida  Nation 

"The  government  is  now  making  treaties  because  it  wants  to  end  all  legal 
challenges  to  its  legitimacy  and  authority.  Its  aim  was,  and  always  has 
been,  to  destroy  us  as  sovereign  nations,  to  dismantle  our  societies,  to 
kill  our  spiritual  ways."  - Native  Youth  Movement  (NYM) 

For  more  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  process  and  the  Nisga'a  Agreement: 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/aug98. nis . html 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ switlo . html 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 
The  Nisga'a  Final  Agreement  can  be  viewed  at: 

http : //www . aaf.gov . be . ca/aaf/treaty/nisgaa/docs/nisga_agreement . html 
"our  intention  is  to  continue  until  there  is  not  a single  Indian  that  has 
not  been  absorbed  into  the  body  politic  of  Canada  and  there  is  no  more 
Indian  Question.  That  is  the  whole  purpose  of  our  legislation." 

- Indian  Affairs  Canada 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research 
and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
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Innu  must  enforce  alcohol  ban:  Tobin  11/28/98 
By  CRAIG  DACKSON  The  Telegram 
BRIAN  TOBIN 

Premier  Brian  Tobin  is  calling  on  the  Innu  of  Davis  Inlet  to  enforce  the 
results  of  a vote  to  ban  alcohol  in  the  community. 

"I  would  certainly  strongly  recommend,  given  what  has  gone  on,  that  clearly 
it's  in  everybody's  interest  to  ban  alcohol  and  to  end  the  abuse  of  other 
substances  within  the  community  of  Davis  Inlet,"  he  said  Friday. 

"But  you  know  and  I know  that  my  saying  it  and  wanting  it,  or  you  saying 
and  wanting  it,  isn't  going  to  achieve  it. 

"That  has  to  come  from  the  people  themselves." 

Sixty-two  per  cent  of  Davis  Inlet  residents  who  cast  ballots  on  a band 
council  bylaw  in  August  voted  in  favour  of  banning  booze  and  gas-sniffing 
in  the  troubled  Labrador  community. 

The  Innu,  however,  expressed  dissatisfaction  over  the  low  voter  turnout 
which  was  calculated  at  56  per  cent.  Of  the  164  residents  who  cast  ballots, 
101  agreed  with  the  ban.  But  247  people  were  eligible  to  vote. 

Davis  Inlet  was  the  scene  of  another  rampage  last  weekend  by  gas-sniffing 
youths  who  vandalized  buildings  in  the  community. 

The  province  has  taken  the  position  it  will  allow  community  leaders  to  deal 
with  alcohol  and  substance  abuse  problems  and  will  provide  the  necessary 
resources  when  called  upon. 

But,  Tobin  said,  one  of  the  steps  in  curbing  the  alcohol  and  substance 
abuse  problem  in  the  Labrador  community  is  to  enforce  the  results  of  the 
vote  to  ban  alcohol. 

Tobin  said  millions  of  dollars  have  been  spent  in  recent  years  to  address 
alcohol  and  substance  abuse  but,  "money  alone  is  not  the  solution." 

"It  requires  direction  from  the  leadership  of  the  community  itself,  from 
the  parents  of  those  children  themselves  and  a commitment  to  getting 
alcohol  out  of  that  community,"  he  said. 

Asked  if  he's  open  to  the  idea  of  a treatment  facility  in  the  community, 
Tobin  said  the  province  is  open  to  all  suggestions  to  deal  with  problems. 

On  that  note,  Tobin  said  he's  hoping  Ottawa  will  choose  Labrador  as  the 
site  for  a treatment/healing  centre  for  aboriginal  peoples  in  eastern 
Canada . 

"I  would  say  looking  at  the  chronic  problems  of  Davis  Inlet,  the  federal 
government  should  give  serious  consideration  to  establishing  the  healing 
centre  for  eastern  Canada,  which  is  now  being  contemplated,  in  Labrador," 
he  said. 

Tobin  said  the  province  isn't  open  to  quick-fix  solutions  such  as  flying 
into  Davis  Inlet  and  removing  children  from  their  families. 

Such  a process  isn't  workable  and  hasn't  been  successful  in  the  past,  he 
said.  "That's  why  I've  been  so  clear  and  strong  in  saying  to  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  that  any  suggestion  of  that  type  that's  being  made  today  is 
irresponsible,"  Tobin  said. 

Tory  Leader  Ed  Byrne  isn't  pleased  with  the  spin  the  premier  is  putting 
on  remarks  he  made  earlier  this  week. 

Waving  his  arms  in  the  air  during  a scrum  with  reporters  outside  the 
legislature,  Byrne  insisted  he  isn't  saying  children  should  be  immediately 
removed  from  Davis  Inlet. 

Byrne  said  he  merely  suggested  that  if  all  solutions  to  address  the  problem 
in  Davis  Inlet  fail  and  it's  proven  children  are  at  risk,  then  the  removal 
of  children  from  their  homes  and  the  community  should  be  considered. 

"I'm  absolutely  disgusted  that  Brian  Tobin  would  take  such  a serious  issue 
and  try  to  politicize  it  as  if  I suggested  removing  everybody  from  Davis 
Inlet,"  he  said. 
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College-tribe  land  deal  a legal  quagmire 
c.  AP  11-23-98 

WILBURTON,  Okla.  (AP)  The  Choctaw  Nation  says  it  will  settle  legal 
issues  concerning  Eastern  Oklahoma  State  College's  donation  of  land  for  a 
tribal  travel  plaza  by  the  time  the  project  has  been  finished. 

"We  certainly  can't  afford  to  make  the  kind  of  investment  that's 
necessary  on  land  where  there's  any  doubt,  because  they'll  spend  over  a 
million  dollars  to  build  this  facility,"  says  Bob  Rabon,  an  attorney 
representing  the  Choctaws. 

"And  nobody  in  their  right  mind  is  going  to  make  that  kind  of  investment 
on  any  piece  of  property  that  there's  doubt  about  whether  they're  going  to 
own  it  when  it's  all  done." 

Both  Choctaw  Chief  Greg  Pyle  and  Eastern  State  President  Bill  Hill 
extoll  the  virtues  of  the  five-acre  deal,  saying  the  $1.5  million  project 
on  U.S.  270  will  provide  jobs  for  students  and  income  for  the  tribe. 

However,  legal  experts  say  donation  of  public  land  is  a complicated  area 
of  state  law.  They  say  a public  body,  such  as  the  Eastern  State  Board  of 
Regents,  can  convey  property  in  return  for  something  of  value. 

The  college  transferred  the  land,  which  is  worth  up  to  $50,000,  on  Dune 
19.  That's  about  two  years  after  the  Choctaw  Nation  pledged  $1.1  million 
toward  renovation  of  Dohnston  Hall,  a dormitory  on  the  Eastern  State 
campus . 

However,  attorneys  for  the  tribe  and  college  say  the  land  wasn't  given 
in  direct  exchange  for  the  donation.  They  say  jobs  and  training  for 
students  will  be  what  Eastern  State  gets  in  return  for  the  land. 

Hill  said  he  cleared  the  deal  with  several  attorneys  before  gaining 
regents'  approval,  but  did  not  get  a written  opinion. 

Whitey  Cornish,  an  attorney  who  represents  Eastern  State,  said  the 
transfer  is  legal  because  the  tribe  is  a public  entity. 

"We're  not  talking  about  conveying  to  Ford  Motor  Company.  We're  talking 
about  a sovereign  entity,"  he  said.  "It  would  be  more  like  Eastern 
conveying  (land)  to  the  state  of  Texas."  Said  Hill:  "And  frankly,  the 
intent  of  it  ...  is  that  it's  kind  of  going  to  be  for  the  public  good." 

Through  a spokesman,  state  Attorney  General  Drew  Edmondson  declined  to 
comment,  saying  the  issue  is  too  complicated  to  give  an  opinion  without 
in-depth  research. 

"What  he  said  was,  'Yes,  ordinarily  there  would  be  a problem  but  the 
higher  regents  are  their  own  constitutional  entity, ’ " said  spokesman 
Gerald  Adams. 

Adams  said  an  opinion  would  be  researched  and  issued  should  the  attorney 
general's  office  receive  a request. 

The  7,450-square-foot  plaza  will  include  a fast-food  restaurant,  a smoke 
shop,  a gift  shop  and  fuel  pumps  accessible  to  tractor-trailers . The  tribe 
in  October,  1997  was  awarded  a $750,000  grant  from  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  to  help  with  construction. 

Rabon  said  the  tribe  would  have  preferred  a location  a half-mile  away 
where  U.S.  270  intersects  Oklahoma  2.  He  said  the  new  plaza  probably  won't 
be  as  profitable  as  others  the  tribe  owns. 
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ST.  LOUIS  (AP)  Five  Tohono  O'odham  women  came  to  Washington  University 
in  St.  Louis  this  week  for  what  they  hope  will  be  the  beginning  of  a 
successful  battle  against  diabetes,  a disease  that  is  racking  their 
American  Indian  tribe  in  southern  Arizona. 

"We  need  to  fight  this  diabetes,"  said  Shirley  Manuel,  a representative 
of  the  Hickawan  District  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  reservation  south  of 
Phoenix  and  west  of  Tucson.  "I  don't  want  my  people  to  give  up  to  this 
disease. " 

Manuel  is  part  of  a pilot  project  that  will  recruit  and  train  members  of 
the  tribal  community  to  develop  their  own  program  to  prevent  non-insulin 
dependent  diabetes  myelitis  (NIDDM) . The  tribal  council  unanimously 
approved  the  program,  which  stresses  education  about  exercise  and  better 
nutrition . 

Studies  have  shown  that  the  rate  of  NIDDM  among  the  Tohono  O'odham  is 
six  times  higher  than  in  the  general  population  of  the  United  States. 

Fully  40  percent  of  tribe  members  over  35  have  diabetes.  The  mortality 
rate  from  the  disease  on  the  reservation  is  the  highest  of  any  area  served 
by  the  Indian  Health  Service. 

Because  of  complications  from  the  disease,  records  show,  10  percent  of 
the  American  Indians  in  southern  Arizona  have  had  lower  extremities 
amputated.  Part  of  the  problem  in  developing  a prevention  program,  said 
Wendy  Auslander,  director  of  the  project  for  the  university,  is  that  the 
10,000  members  of  the  tribe  living  on  its  four  reservation  areas  are 
scattered  over  nearly  three  million  acres  of  desert  and  mountains.  It's  an 
area  about  the  size  of  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

Poverty  is  rampant  on  the  reservation,  with  63  percent  of  its  residents 
below  the  poverty  level  and  23.4  percent  of  them  unemployed. 

There  is  already  a diabetes  screening  program  in  place  on  the 
reservation,  but  Cindy  Lopez,  health  educator  for  the  tribe's  Department 
of  Human  Services,  said  it  lacked  the  resources  it  needs  to  be  effective. 

"It's  a big  problem  out  there,"  said  Lopez,  who  is  encouraged  by  the 
Washington  University  initiative.  "I  think  we'll  get  a lot  of  support." 

The  project  is  funded  by  a grant  from  the  National  Institute  of  Health 
through  the  university's  Buder  Center  of  American  Indian  Studies. 

Officials  believe  that  genetic  markers,  parental  diabetes,  obesity  and 
diet  are  responsible  for  the  near  epidemic  rates  of  NIDDM  among  American 
Indians . 

Of  those  factors,  doctors  note,  obesity  and  diet  can  be  changed  and 
controlled  to  prevent  or  at  least  delay  the  onset  of  diabetes  and,  once  it 
has  set  in,  to  reduce  its  complications. 

Researchers  point  to  changes  in  the  lifestyles  of  tribe  members  a move 
away  from  traditional  foods  and  activities  as  part  of  the  problem. 

"Our  people  used  to  eat  a lot  of  vegetables  and  beans,"  said  Lopez.  But 
then  came  electricity  and  refrigerators  "and  ice  cream  and  chips." 

Lopez,  who  was  diagnosed  with  type-two  diabetes  21  years  ago  and  is  now 
trying  through  weight  loss  and  exercise  to  get  off  of  her  medication,  says 
she  hopes  she  can  be  a role  model. 

"They  will  say,  'If  she  can  do  it,  anyone  can,"'  she  said  with  a grin. 

"Many  people  get  involved  in  working  with  Indian  communities  who  have 
very  little  faith  in  the  people,"  said  Eddie  Brown,  director  of  the  Buder 
Center  of  American  Indian  Studies  and  a registered  member  of  the  Pascua 
Yaqui-Tohono  O'odham  tribes  in  Arizona.  He  is  also  a former  assistant 
secretary  of  Indian  affairs  under  President  George  Bush. 

"But  I've  seen  that  people  and  communities  can  change,"  said  Brown,  who 
is  co-director  of  the  diabetes  project.  "I'm  just  one  of  many,  many  people 
out  in  the  Indian  community  who  believe  that  good  things  can  happen.  It's 
time  to  resurrect  that  spark  of  respect  in  people." 

He  said  plans  call  for  the  core  group  of  five  tribal  members  attending 
the  organizational  sessions  this  week  in  St.  Louis  to  recruit  and  train 
more  volunteers  from  the  reservation. 

They  will  in  turn  set  up  programs  in  each  of  the  Hickawan  District's 
seven  villages  to  educate  their  residents,  screen  them  for  diabetes  and 
motivate  them  to  exercise.  They  also  hope  to  teach  them  to  cook  healthier 
foods  and  encourage  them  to  revert  to  a more  traditional,  active  lifestyle. 

"No  more  lard,"  said  Lopez,  who  will  stress  the  advantages  of  using  non- 


stick  skillets  and  vegetable  spray  instead  of  the  current  practice  of  deep 
frying  many  foods,  including  bread. 

Baked  potatoes  can  replace  fried  ones,  low-fat  mayonnaise  can  be  used  in 
potato  salad  and  fat  can  be  trimmed  off  of  stew  meat  before  it  is  thrown 
into  the  pot. 

Officials  said  another  dietary  warning  may  be  added  to  focus  on  the  need 
to  avoid  alcohol.  Alcoholism  on  the  reservation  also  exceeds  the  national 
average  and  can  severely  affect  diabetics. 

Because  of  many  residents'  remoteness  and  other  factors,  getting  the 
word  out  will  not  always  be  easy. 

"Sometimes  we  will  have  to  go  door-to-door  to  explain  it  all,"  said 
Lopez . 

The  job  is,  admittedly,  a massive  one,  said  Brown.  But  if  it  is 
successful,  it  can  be  duplicated  in  the  tribe's  other  10  districts  and 
possibly  exported  to  other  reservations. 

"I  can  say  that  the  representatives  who  came  here  recognize  that  it's  a 
huge  problem  for  the  reservation,"  said  Auslander.  "But  it  is  also 
meaningful  on  a personal  level.  Each  family  has  been  touched  by  it. 

"The  NIH  grant  ends  in  five  years,  but  the  resources  will  stay  in  the 
community.  We  want  the  reservation  to  develop  its  own  capacity  to  deal 
with  the  problem  in  the  future." 

Program  begun  to  help  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  fight  diabetes 
by  ED  SCHAFER  c.  Associated  Press  11-20-98 
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Cherokees  Hope  Crisis  Solved 
By  Heather  Ratcliffe 

Bartlesville  Examiner-Enterprise  11/17/98 

WASHINGTON  -The  Cherokee  Nation  has  been  put  on  an  unprecedented  monthly 
allowance  by  the  federal  government  for  mishandling  taxpayer  funds,  the 
latest  embarrassment  for  the  troubled  Eastern  Oklahoma  Indian  tribe.  The 
second-largest  American  Indian  nation  must  submit  monthly  financial 
records  to  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  in  order  to  receive  federal 
funding. 

The  tribe,  which  normally  gets  a lump  sum  to  finance  health  care, 
housing,  education  and  job  training,  is  the  only  self-governing  tribe  in 
the  country  given  federal  aid  in  monthly  increments.  Clamps  were  put  on 
the  Cherokees,  headquartered  in  Tahlequah,  after  a series  of  government 
audits  during  the  past  five  weeks  found  the  tribe's  financial  system  is  so 
inadequate  that  it  can't  account  for  now  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
is  being  handled. 

"Because  the  tribe  has  not  done  well,  we  have  got  to  take  a more 
proactive  stance  than  we  normally  would,"  said  Mike  Anderson,  deputy 
assistant  secretary  for  the  BIA. 

Problems  uncovered  by  the  federal  audits  complicate  an  already  unstable 
climate  among  tribal  leaders.  A handful  of  Tribal  Council  members,  former 
law  enforcement  officers  and  the  tribe's  highest  court  have  been  fighting 
to  remove  Cherokee  Principal  Chief  3oe  Byrd  since  he  took  office  in  1995. 
The  clash  escalated  to  a constitutional  crisis  when  the  factions  collided 
in  violence  outside  the  tribe's  courthouse  last  fall.  Although  the 
violence  has  subsided,  anger  and  allegations  still  linger. 

Both  sides  look  to  tribal  elections  in  1999  as  the  only  solution  to  the 
dilemma.  An  audit  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  released  Oct  30 
substantiates  some  of  the  accusations  charged  by  the  anti-Byrd  faction. 
Auditors  found  that  the  tribe  improperly  charged  the  government  an  $88,000 
legal  bill  and  submitted  false  financial  records  to  the  BIA. 


At  the  same  time,  auditors  for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  labeled  the 
Cherokees'  accounting  system  as  "inadequate."  In  their  report,  department 
officials  questioned  the  validity  of  $ 529,272  in  Cherokee  administrative 
costs.  They  also  said  the  tribe  illegally  charged  $145,048  of  their  costs 
to  the  wrong  federal  program.  The  Nation  may  have  to  pay  back  the 
misappropriated  funds. 

Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  Health  and  Human  Services  Department  tried  but  could 
not  audit  the  tribe's  Indian  Health  Service  funding  because  the  Cherokees 
could  not  produce  a complete  set  of  financial  statements  for  fiscal  year 
1997.  Chief  Byrd  said  tribal  growth  and  lack  of  technology  led  to  the 
breakdown  in  the  accounting  systems.  He  said  he  is  optimistic  that  $2 
million  worth  of  new  computer  software  and  additional  personnel  will  fix 
the  problems. 

"Before  the  audits  began,  we  had  already  identified  the  problems  and 
were  looking  at  new  accounting  systems,"  Byrd  said,  "if  (the  federal 
auditors)  had  waited  a few  months  so  that  we  could  have  put  a new  system 
in  place,  they  would  have  had  all  the  information  they  needed  and  saved 
time."  The  tribe  will  continue  on  a monthly  budget  until  it  submits 
auditable  financial  statements  to  the  government  for  the  fiscal  year  1997. 
Additionally,  it  must  submit  a financial  statement  to  account  for  self- 
governance  funds  it  has  received  for  1998.  It  also  must  repay  or  resolve 
the  questioned  $88,000  payments. 

Rep.  Tom  Coburn,  R-Muskogee,  and  both  Oklahoma  senators  requested  that 
federal  departments  conduct  the  audits.  He  said  the  audits  prove  that  BIA 
officials  are  not  doing  their  job  of  holding  the  tribe  accountable  for 
taxpayer  money. 

"I  don't  know  why  the  BIA  didn't  do  an  audit  last  year.  They  have  failed 
in  their  duties,"  he  said.  "I  want  to  know  how  this  happens."  Coburn  said 
he  will  introduce  legislation  in  Congress  next  year  that  would  open  an 
investigation  into  the  BIA's  administrative  procedures.  He  also  is  asking 
for  more  audits  of  the  Cherokees.  Coburn  warned  tribal  leaders  that  all 
federal  funds  must  be  accounted  for. 

"Their  books  better  be  squeaky  clean  because  they  are  not  going  to  use 
the  excuse  that  they  don't  have  a good  accounting  system,"  he  said.  Tribal 
council  members  and  BIA  officials  said  they  were  not  surprised  by  the 
audit  findings. 

"The  Tribal  Council  has  known  for  years  that  the  problems  existed,"  said 
Bill  Baker,  a council  member  from  Tahlequah.  "I've  been  on  council  for 
three  years,  and  since  the  first  day  I haven't  had  the  information 
necessary  to  make  good  business  decisions.  The  tribe  has  been  winging  it 
for  20  years  with  no  books."  Anderson  of  the  BIA  said  the  problem  has  been 
growing  for  some  time.  "In  1996,  their  accounting  system  was  identified  as 
a material  weakness,  which  means  they  should  have  been  developing  more 
attention  then,"  he  said.  A handful  of  council  members  who  don't  support 
Byrd  blame  the  chief  "The  Cherokee  citizens  are  the  ones  that  are  hurt  by 
this,"  said  Barbara  Starr-Scott,  a council  member  from  lay.  "We  are  on  the 
verge  of  having  our  funding  cut.  People  who  need  health  care  and  housing 
will  not  get  their  services  because  the  money  is  not  getting  down  to  the 
people,"  Scott  said. 

Some  believe  the  audits  will  help  mend  the  political  differences  because 
they  give  the  tribe  a foundation  on  which  to  rebuild. 

"I  feel  like  it  will  be  good  in  the  end  because  everything  will  be  out 
in  the  open,  and  the  general  public  will  know  that  there  is  no  one 
hoarding  the  money,"  said  Sam  Bush,  council  member  from  Marble  City.  But 
not  everyone  is  as  optimistic.  Starr-Scott  believes  the  current 
administration  cannot  solve  the  budget  crisis. 

"I  can't  believe  that  there  will  be  any  changes,"  she  said.  "The  council 
has  given  the  administration  at  least  six  directives  and  funding  to 
correct  the  accounting  problems,  but  it  hasn't  gotten  any  better." 

The  story  of  the  Cherokee  Nation's  latest  intertribal  war  began  in 
February  1997  when  the  tribal  marshals  served  a search  warrant  on 
administrative  offices  as  part  of  a tribal  prosecutor's  investigation  into 
alleged  misuse  of  funds. 

Byrd  denied  wrongdoing,  and  still  claims  the  investigation  was  only 
political  vindictiveness.  He  eventually  fired  14  marshals.  The  Judicial 


Appeals  Tribunal  reinstated  the  fired  marshals,  and  the  BIA  took  over  the 
law  enforcement  in  April. 

In  May,  a slim  majority  of  the  Tribal  Council  voted  to  impeach  the  three 
justices  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  for  failure  to  follow  due 
process  in  reinstating  the  marshals,  but  the  court  would  not  recognize  the 
impeachment  because  a quorum  was  not  present  at  the  meeting. 

Byrd  boarded  up  the  Cherokee  Courthouse  in  Dune  to  lock  out  the 
impeached  justices  and  fired  marshals.  But  the  relatively  peaceful  dispute 
turned  violent  August  13  when  the  fired  marshals  tried  to  regain  access  to 
the  courthouse  on  orders  of  the  impeached  justices.  Several  people  among 
the  hundreds  of  spectators  are  injured  in  the  melee.  Since  then  Cherokee 
lands  have  been  more  or  less  quiet.  Six  Tribal  Council  members  have 
boycotted  council  meetings  so  the  board  does  not  have  a quorum  to  conduct 
business.  The  BIA  still  controls  Cherokee  law  enforcement. 

"The  bureau  would  certainly  like  to  restore  the  law  enforcement  at  the 
appropriate  time  when  people  who  are  applying  for  the  positions  go  through 
background  checks  and  there  is  no  longer  a concern  for  public  safety," 
Anderson  said.  Cherokees  in  both  camps  are  looking  to  the  1999  tribal 
elections  to  solve  the  turmoil. 

"The  next  election  is  probably  the  most  important  election  in  this 
century  for  the  Cherokee  Nation,"  said  Pat  Raggsdale,  former  director  of 
the  tribal  marshals  who  Byrd  fired  last  year.  No  matter  who  wins  the 
Cherokee  voters'  support,  history  has  shown  that  the  tribe  will  rebound 
from  its  divisions. 

"The  Cherokee  Nation  has  gone  through  civil  wars,  the  Trail  of  Tears  and 
creation  of  a state,  and  we  have  always  pulled  together,"  Byrd  said. 
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New  act  won't  damage  industry:  Tobin  11/29/98 
By  BOB  BENSON  The  Telegram 
BRIAN  TOBIN 

With  the  province's  mineral  shipments  worth  an  estimated  $1,043  billion 
this  year.  Premier  Brian  Tobin  is  not  wasting  any  time  to  convince  the 
mining  industry  it  is  wanted  and  welcomed  in  the  province. 

Tobin  said  amendments  to  the  Mineral  Act  won't  hurt  present  or  future 
mineral  exploration. 

"This  province  is  open  for  business,"  Tobin  said.  "The  amendments  have 
not  killed  development." 

Tobin  said  he  spoke  Friday  afternoon  with  representatives  of  the 
provincial  mining  sector  and  assured  them  the  Mineral  Act  amendments  would 
have  no  effect  on  them. 

Further,  the  premier  said,  Inco  hasn't  pulled  out  of  Voisey's  Bay  or  quit 
talks  with  the  province  about  the  development  of  nickel  ore. 

Tobin  said  that  indicates  the  amendments  are  not  driving  away  developers. 
The  House  of  Assembly  is  expected  to  give  third  and  final  reading  to  the 
amended  Minerals  Act  early  this  week.  The  bill  has  passed  second  reading 
(approval  in  principle)  and  is  in  the  committee  stage  which  means 
clause-by-clause  debate. 

The  bill  is  designed  to  remove  any  doubts  about  conditions  the  provincial 
government  will  attach  to  a mining  lease.  Any  company  that  wishes  to  carry 
out  mineral  exploration  in  the  future  will  have  to  negotiate  terms  with  the 
government . 

Basically,  it  states  the  province  is  to  get  the  best  terms  possible  from 
mineral  developers. 

However,  the  major  thrust  of  the  act  is  to  prevent  Voisey's  Bay  nickel 
from  being  refined  or  processed  outside  the  province  - no  smelter,  no  mine. 
In  the  case  of  the  controversial  Sept-Iles,  Que.,  pelletizing  plant  for 
Iron  Ore  Company  of  Canada  (IOC),  it  didn't  make  economic  sense  for  IOC  to 


built  a new  facility  in  Labrador  West  when  there  was  one  in  Quebec,  Tobin 
said . 

Tobin  also  said  earlier  the  province  is  governed  by  legislation  for  the 
iron  ore  mines  that  dates  back  to  the  late  1930s. 

The  premier  said  recent  government  estimates  indicate  just  how  important 
the  mining  industry  is  to  the  province.  For  instance,  western  Labrador 
produces  55  per  cent  of  Canada's  iron  ore  products. 

Mines  and  energy  department  statistics  provided  to  The  Telegram  indicate 
the  $1. 043-billion  value  of  mineral  shipments  this  year  is  slightly  ahead 
of  1997  when  the  value  was  $1,005  billion. 

Shipments  of  industrial  minerals,  or  non-metals  like  dolomite,  gypsum  and 
peat;  and  structural  materials  such  as  slate,  brick,  cement,  magnetite, 
stone,  sand  and  gravel  will  account  for  $42  million  of  the  1998  shipments, 
down  $4  million  from  1997. 

The  value  of  gold  shipments  will  fall  to  $24  million  this  year  from  $44 
million  in  1997.  This  drop  is  accounted  for  by  the  close  of  Royal  Oak  Mines 
and  Ming  Minerals. 

Labrador  West  iron  ore  shipments  will  be  valued  at  over  $900  million.  IOC 
will  mine  16.8  million  tonnes  in  1998  compared  to  16.7  million  tonnes  in 
1997. 

Wabush  Mines  will  remain  this  year  at  the  1997  level  of  5.7  million 
tonnes.  Some  of  the  other  producing  mines  are:  Richmond  Mines  Inc.  at 
Nugget  Pond,  Baie  Verte  Peninsula  which  will  produce  48,000  ounces  of  gold 
this  year  compared  to  33,000  ounces  shipped  in  1997;  Roycefield  Resources 
Ltd.  antimony  mine  located  43  kilometres  southwest  of  Glenwood;  Atlantic 
Gypsum  Resources  gypsum  deposit,  near  Heatherton,  Bay  St.  George;  Phoenix 
Minerals,  Collier  Point,  Trinity  Bay,  barite  which  is  processed  into 
drilling  mud  for  the  offshore  oil  industry;  United  Bolero  Development, 
Buchans,  barite  recovery  from  the  Buchans  tailing  ponds;  Atlantic  Minerals 
Ltd.  Lower  Cove,  Port  aux  Port  Peninsula,  limestone/dolomite  used  in  iron 
ore  pellet  processing  and  also  the  steel  industry;  Torngat  Ujaganniavingit 
Corp.,  a subsidiary  of  the  Labrador  Inuit  Development  Corp.,  labradorite 
quarry  at  Ten  Mile  Bay,  near  Nain. 

A number  of  mineral  properties,  besides  Voisey's  Bay,  are  being  developed. 
They  include  silica  deposits  at  Roy's  Knob  near  Labrador  City,  Mary's 
Harbour  and  LaScie;  gold  near  King's  Point;  gypsum.  Coal  Brook  on  the  west 
coast  and  reactivation  of  the  fluorspar  mines  at  St.  Lawrence. 
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HEALTH  CRISIS  IN  LOS  ANGELES  NATIVE  AMERICAN  COMMUNITY 

On  Tuesday,  amid  allegations  of  fraud  and  corruption,  the  lights 
went  off  abruptly  at  the  Main  Artery,  the  only  remaining  American  Indian 
residential  drug  and  alcohol  recovery  program  in  the  greater  Los  Angeles 
area.  According  to  the  electric  utility  servicing  the  facility  at  1330 
South  Long  Beach  Boulevard  in  Compton,  a large  outstanding  bill  remains 
unpaid  by  the  organization  responsible  for  the  program,  the  Los  Angeles 
Native  American  Center,  Inc.  (LANAC).  County  health  officials  were  at 
the  site,  but  the  fate  of  nearly  a dozen  current  clients  of  the  program 
is  unknown. 

Although  the  program  has  been  funded  by  Los  Angeles  County,  clients  at 
the  Main  Artery  have  for  months  been  living  in  unsafe  conditions  in 
buildings  badly  in  need  of  repair  and  without  sufficient  food  or  other 


necessities . 

Members  of  a recently  formed  grassroots  group,  the  Native 
American  Community  Action  Coalition,  gathered  at  the  Bellflower  offices 
of  LANAC  Tuesday  to  demand  an  explanation  of  its  director.  Dr.  William 
Beckley.  Beckley,  who  refused  to  speak  to  the  Coalition  members  while 
attempting  to  move  equipment  into  LANAC' s Artesia  Boulevard  clinic 
facility,  subsequently  fled  from  the  confrontation.  The  Bellflower 
clinic  has  not  offered  full  community  medical  services  since  Beckley  took 
control  in  1996,  forcing  the  resignations  of  the  clinic  board  of 
directors  in  what  has  been  described  by  employees  as  a "political  coup" 
and  a corporate  raid. 

The  Native  American  Community  Action  Coalition  was  formed  in 
recent  weeks  to  investigate  charges  of  fraud  and  misappropriation  leveled 
at  Beckley  and  his  board  of  directors.  On  October  20,  Coalition  members 
met  with  the  L.  A.  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  who  were  surprised  to 
learn  that  the  two  principal  medical  facilities  run  by  LANAC  are  now  in 
foreclosure  as  a result  of  Beckley' s use  of  them  as  collateral  in  1996 
for  a loan  of  over  half  a million  dollars.  No  one  has  yet  determined 
what  happened  to  that  or  County  monies  paid  to  the  organization,  as  LANAC 
currently  owes  thousands  of  dollars  in  back-pay  to  employees  and 
thousands  more  in  outstanding  debts  to  contract  providers. 

At  the  October  20th  County  Board  of  Supervisors  meeting,  Yvonne 
Braithwaite  Burke  expressed  shock  over  the  ongoing  problems  and  assured 
Coalition  members  that  the  County  would  attempt  to  insure  that  services 
were  not  disrupted.  Following  that  meeting,  several  subsequent  meetings 
have  been  held  with  County  representatives  and  members  of  the  Coalition, 
but  no  solution  has  yet  been  proposed. 

The  Coalition  has  continued  to  turn  over  records  and  other 
results  of  its  ongoing  investigation  to  the  office  of  the  California 
State  Attorney  General,  which  is  conducting  a preliminary  inquiry  into 
the  entire  situation  before  determining  whether  and  against  whom  charges 
should  be  filed. 

# # 30  # # 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  COMMUNITY  ACTION  COALITION 
(N.A.C.A.C) 

P.  0.  Box  65155,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90065 
UPDATE  BULLETIN:  URGENT  - November  26,  1998,  follow-up  regarding: 

**CURRENT  CRISIS  AT  MAIN  ARTERY  DRUG  AND  ALCOHOL  FACILITY** 

IN  DARKNESS,  MAIN  ARTERY  CLIENTS  SIGN  WAIVERS 

Los  Angeles:  Tuesday  night,  after  electric  power  to  the  facility  had 
been  discontinued,  a Los  Angeles  County  representative  required  residents 
of  the  Main  Artery  drug  and  alcohol  program  to  sign  waivers  of  County 
responsibility  in  order  to  remain  at  the  crippled  facility  for  the  night, 
rather  than  being  turned  out  or  removed.  One  of  the  residents  is 
diabetic  and  is  ill;  one  may  now  be  in  violation  of  his  agreement  with 
the  courts  regarding  credit  for  completing  this  program.  According  to 
members  of  the  recently  formed  Native  American  Community  Action  Coalition 
who  were  present,  all  the  residents  were  required  to  sign  handwritten 
statements,  prepared  by  candlelight  by  a county  health  department 
monitor,  which  released  the  County  from  liability  and  responsibility  to 
provide  services. 

As  of  10  p.m.,  residents  of  the  program  were  hunkering  down  for 
the  night  in  a badly  deteriorated  facility  with  no  electricity  for 
lighting  or  other  such  amenities.  Dr.  William  Beckley,  the  Executive 
Director  of  the  parent  program,  the  Los  Angeles  Native  American  Center, 
failed  to  appear  at  the  facility  even  after  being  apprised  of  the 
situation.  The  Native  American  Community  Action  Coalition  continues  to 
monitor  these  developments. 

The  current  situation  follows  two  months  of  intense  efforts  made 
by  the  Coalition  to  call  to  account  those  responsible  for  this  crisis  and 
to  find  some  solutions  to  allay  or  forestall  it. 

Persons  in  the  coalition  who  may  be  contacted  for  more  information 
include  the  following: 

Deanna  Brady 

(310)  826-1235/  fax:  -0212 


Ian  Sampson  / Paul  Garnett 
(562)  493-7077 


dbwords(3aol . com 


puvungnal(3aol . com 


John  Only  A Chief  Fern  Mathias  / Wayne 
Arroyo 

(562)  602-2808  (voice/fax)  (323)  257-2246 
(voice  (323)  257-2218 
(fax) 


"RE ; Haying  Time"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Nov  1998  02:59:39  -0800 

From:  Valentina  LaPier  <renegade(3cyberport . net> 

Sub j : monikapi's  story ...  long. . . 

UUCP  email 

Haying  Time  at  Squaw  Flat 
by  Wade  Rain 

It  was  haying  time,  the  middle  of  Duly,  1938,  at  Squaw  Flat,  a meadow 
filled  valley  along  the  Middle  Fork  of  the  Milk  River  on  the  Blackfeet 
Reservation . 

Each  family,  three  brothers  and  their  wives  with  children  owned  one 
horse  drawn  mowing  machine,  rake,  and  bull  rake.  They  made  haying  season 
a family  affair  to  get  the  barn  hay  lofts  filled  in  preparation  of  the 
coming  winter. 

The  men  and  women  arose  about  an  hour  prior  to  sunrise  in  the  darkness 
before  dawn.  During  coffee  and  roll-your  own  cigarettes,  waiting  for  the 
women  to  cook  breakfast,  much  "bull"  fertilizer  was  spewed  between  the 
men.  The  teenage  boys  were  still  upstairs  asleep. 

Bill  came  in  the  door  after  going  outside  to  empty  his  bladder,  his  face 
wet.  "No  haying  today,  3ohn!"  he  said  as  he  grabbed  a towel  hanging  from 
a nail  near  the  wash  basin.  "It's  raining  like  hell!" 

"Well,  crap!  3ohn  exclaimed,  "we  might  as  well  go  back  to  bed!" 

"Not  before  you  eat  these  hot  cakes  and  eggs!"  Alice  said  firmly,  "I 
ain't  gonna  throw  them  out  and  they're  no  good  cold."  She  set  a plate 
full  on  the  table  as  Glen  exited  to  empty  his  bladder  before  sitting 
down  to  eat. 

"I'll  go  and  wake  the  boys,"  Edna  said  ads  she  disappeared  up  the 
stairs . 

Glen  came  back  in:  "That  must  have  been  one  fast  storm.  Bill!  There 
ain't  a cloud  in  the  sky,,, and  the  grass  is  as  dry  as  a well  gnawed 
bone ! " 

Bill  looked  up  from  his  plate:  "Well,  by  God,  I sure  got  a face  full  of 
rain  when  i went  out  there!  You  saw  it  yourself!" 

"Go  out  and  feel  the  grass,"  Glen  continued,  "it's  dry." 

All  three  men  walked  outside  to  see  about  this  strange  phenomenon.  Bill 
knelt  down  and  felt  some  buffalo  grass,  it  was  indeed  dry.  There  hadn't 
been  any  dew  because  of  a strong  Southwest  wind  that  blew  all  night. 

"Look!"  John  said  as  he  pointed  toward  the  north  side  of  the  house.  A 
wet  streak  was  visible  running  diagonally  down  the  wall  from  the 
northeast  corner.  They  stepped  over  to  the  edge  and  saw  that  it  started 
at  the  upstairs  window  on  the  west  side  where  the  boys  slept.  "There's 
your  rain  , Bill!"  Glen  said,  grinning,  trying  to  hold  back  his 
laughter.  "I'll  bet  it  was  a little  salty.  You  didn't  lick  your  lips,  I 
hope?"  He  couldn't  contain  himself  any  longer.  Bending  over,  he  exploded 
in  guffaws,  and  slapping  his  leg.  John  did  the  same. 

"I'll  kill  those  damn  kids!"  Bill  exclaimed.  He  marched  back  into  the 
house  with  the  two  trailing,  still  unable  to  contain  their  laughter, 
tears  running  down  their  cheeks.  Bill  poured  a basin  full  of  water  and 
scrubbed  his  face  with  a washrag. 

While  Bill  washed,  John  told  the  three  women  what  had  happened  in 
between  gasps  of  air.  Bill  couldn't  continue  being  angry  and  soon  he  was 
laughing  too,  especially  when  Glen  looked  at  him  and  said:  "No  hayin' 
today,  John,  it's  raining  like  hell!"  Then  they  all  collapsed  at  the 
table.,  heads  on  their  arms  shaking  with  convulsive  mirth. 


That  was  how  the  boys  found  them  when  they  came  down  for  breakfast.  They 
stood  at  the  bottom  of  the  stairs  grinning  slightly,  completely  unaware 
of  what  the  joke  was  about. 

Soon  Bill  was  able  to  compose  himself  and  demanded:  " All  right!  Which 
one  of  you  boys  were  too  damn  lazy  to  go  outside  to  the  toilet?" 

the  teenagers  looked  at  each  other.  They  denied  having  to  go  at  all 
last  night.  They  were  too  tired. 

Glen  sternly  exclaimed,  "Well,  SOMEBODY,  up  there  did,  and  it  had  to  one 
of  you!  There's  a trail  a mile  wide  on  the  outside  wall!  You're  the  only 
one's  sleeping  in  that  room!  Urine  doesn't  fall  up  hill!"  the  adults 
broke  into  laughter  again. 

"Quit  it,  Glen!  Quit  it!  Edna  gasped.  "Eat  your  breakfast!  You  men  have 
to  get  some  hay  in  today,  that's  all  there  is  to  it! 

"No,"  fourteen  year  old  Bob  said  as  he  took  his  seat,  "we  weren't  the 
only  on's  up  there.  Cliff  was  in  bed  with  me  when  i woke  up.  He  must 
have  got  scared  or  something  in  the  middle  of  the  night." 

John  spoke  up:  "I'll  bet  he's  the  culprit.  Bill.  That  kid  hates  to  go 
outside  at  night." 

"Go  easy  on  him,  " Alice  said,  grinning  widely,  "besides,  what  harm  did 
it  do?  His  making  it  rain  on  Bill?" 
they  all  broke  into  laughter  again. 

"What's  so  funny?"  Art  asked,  speaking  for  the  other  two  boys. 

John  related  what  happened  and  they  cracked  up  while  they  stared  at 
Bill. 

Cliff  appeared  on  the  bottom  step  of  the  stairs,  confused  expression  on 
his  face,  puzzled  by  everybody  shaking  in  laughter. 

Bill  saw  him  appear  and  asked:  "Cliff,  did  you  go  to  the  toilet  out  the 
window  last  night?" 

The  frail  little  boy  nodded:  "I  was  too  scared  to  go  outside,  so  I 
opened  the  window  and  went.  Why?  Wasn't  I supposed  to?" 

Edna  spoke  up"  "No.  It's  okay,  son.  In  fact,  you  gave  us  a good  reason 
to  be  happy  this  morning.  Now,  you  men  better  get  in  the  field  or  you'll 
never  get  any  hay  in  the  stack."  She  grinned  . "Wash  up,  you  boys,  so 
you  can  eat." 

The  foregoing  true  story  was  told  in-between  much  laughing  at  the  family 
meal  tables  for  years.  It  always  brought  forth  much  mirth. 

Where  was  Nita,  Bill's  wife  during  all  this  humor?  She  was  sit 
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From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.050 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Minn-Ind  & Nat-Film  Lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"A  wee  child  toddling  in  a wonder  world,  I prefer  to  their  dogma  my 
excursions  into  the  natural  gardens  where  the  voice  of  the  Great 
Spirit  is  heard  in  the  twittering  of  birds,  the  rippling  of  mighty 
waters,  and  the  sweet  breathing  of  the  birds." 

"If  this  be  Paganism,  then  at  present,  at  least,  I am  a Pagan." 
Zitkala-Sa 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  \ 

\ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

One  of  the  strangest  winters  in  recorded  history  is  being  casually  tossed 
off  as  a cycle  of  "La  Nina",  companion  to  "El  Nino".  Believe  that  if  you 
wish . 

The  four  leggeds  and  feathered  ones  are  returning  to  lay  claim  on  their 
ancestral  homes,  in  spite  of  the  fact  some  of  these  den  and  nest  sites  are 
now  in  the  thick  of  metropolitan  sprawl.  The  bear  or  lion  being 
tranquilized,  tagged  and  returned  to  the  "wild"  makes  a good  op-ed  piece 
for  the  'Nightly  Report'  news  team,  and  then  is  forgotten.  Look  past  these 
prophesied  events  if  you  wish. 

Our  Earth  Mother  trembles  from  the  illness  we  have  brought  to  her  in  our 
commercialized,  industrialized,  souped  up,  eat  more,  be  more,  waste  more 
societies.  In  one  breath  the  industrial  giants  and  their  puppets  in 
government  give  lip  service  to  saving  our  natural  resources.  In  the  next 
breath  the  word  goes  out  to  stockholders,  employees  and  constituents  that 
more  must  be  produced  to  meet  "consumer"  demand.  Pretend  we  aren't  the 
disease  that  infects  our  Mother  if  you  wish. 

When  the  final  wintercount  is  taken  will  you,  with  your  last  bitter 
breath,  still  be  trying  to  deny  the  truth? 

=/\=/W\=/\=/\=/WW\=/\=/\=/WW\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Again,  this  winter  this  editorial  section  will  feature  groups  or 


individuals  who  are  helping  those  in  need,  primarily  on  reservations  and 
especially  those  who  aid  children  and  elders.  Urban  help  will  not  be 
excluded.  I have  lived  in  the  Cedar-Riverside  area  of  Minneapolis  and 
been  a guest  in  Lakota  Housing  in  Rapid  City  and  in  Shiprock.  The  need 
to  eat  and  be  warm  does  not  end  because  a person  has  left  the  rez. 

I can  tell  you  there  are  elders  surviving  in  ways  that  you  seldom 
associate  with  a human  being.  Dirt  floors  and  a non-leaky  roof  represent 
an  improvement  for  many. 

PLEASE  forward  contact  information  for  all  you  know  who  help  those  less 
able  to  do  so  make  it  through  the  harsh  winter  months. 


Date:  Wed,  18  Nov  1998  08:36:20  -0600 
From:  Dames  Duncan  <toj@alice. net> 

Sub j : needs 

0 SIYO' (Greetings)  Dear  Friend 
Thought  I would  pass  this  on  to  you. 


Subject:Re: 
Date: 
From: 
Organization : 

To: 


kids  have  to  be  uncomfortable 
Wed,  18  Nov  1998  06:45:30  -0800 
Aria  Macias  <arla.mx@usa.net> 
Nayarit  Online 
toj@alice.net 


Thank  you  Dames. 

It  is  getting  cold  here  in  Tepic  for  the  winter. 

Not  cold  by  the  US  standards  but  for  here  it  is. 

Last  winter  was  very  cold  for  here  and  I see  that  we  are  going  to  have 
it  again. 

Most  of  the  children  live  in  poor  cinderblock  houses  with  concrete 
floors . 

They  don't  complain  but  I know  the  houses  are  really  damp. 

I just  moved  out  of  a place  like  that. 

They  do  not  have  warm  enough  blankets  and  many  sleep  on  dirt  or  concrete 
floors . 

They  do  not  seem  to  have  warm  enough  clothing. 

I really  wish  that  a group  of  their  sisters  and  brothers  to  the  North 
could  join  hands  and  bring  the  children  warm  clothing  and  blankets. 

They  are  not  starving  or  anything. 

Their  mothers  and  fathers  work  and  provide  their  food  but  it  is  hard  for 
the  parents  especially  in  many  of  the  families  where  the  alcoholism  rate 
is  very  high. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayers. 

Aria 


Our  Unconditional  Love  and  Prayers  to  you  and  your  family  and 
to  all  our  relations  as  we  walk  hand  in  hand,  for  we  care  not 
what  you  are,  only  who  you  are,  and  you  are  our  relations. 

Wado  !!  A Prayer  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/prayerl.htm> 

A Dourney  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/jaguar.htm> 

A Deed  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/people.htm> 

A Chance  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk/echota.htm> 

Dames 
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For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 


From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 
Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 


Kyle  SD  577075 


From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. THOMAS_:+@ALBANY. VA.GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net  www.pathwaystospirit.necaweb.com 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 

furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 


--This  year  we  have  gone  to  Porcupine  and  Red  Shirt  Table,  and  will  be 
going  to  Kyle  December  12. 


From:  "g  hindsman"  <tasunke@dmv. com> 

Sub j : Help  for  Families  on  Rez 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

All  of  the  donations  are  sorted  and  packed  for  each  family  according  to 
size,  sex  etc.  This  year  we  are  in  particular  need  of  blankets,  space 
heaters,  fans  and  linens  (towels  and  sheets) . We  have  many  toys  and 
clothing  of  all  sizes  but  good  winter  coats  are  always  useful.  We  are 
registered  as  a private  non  profit,  so  receipts  can  be  given  for 
donations.  We  can  always  use  money  donations. 

We  deliver  in  December,  Dune  and  in  August.  We  also  do  mail  deliveries 
occasionally.  Over  the  years,  we  have  made  many  friends  at  Pine  Ridge, 
Rosebud,  the  Crow  Agency  and  others.  We  try  to  help  with  special  requests 
when  we  can.  Morning  Star  has  also  been  a home  away  from  home  for  students 
and  elders  who  are  temporarily  on  the  East  Coast.  Our  headquarters  are 
located  in  Delaware  but  we  have  other  circles  in  Virginia,  New  York,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  soon  in  Florida. 


From:  Danet  S <jans@future.atlcom.net> 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas  Cassada. 
MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as  mediation 
assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian  Reservations  in  the  form  of 
clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys  for  the  children,  scholarship 
funding  and  household  provisions. 

This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and  notions. 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to  support 
the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within  the  United  States, 
South  and  North  Dakota. 

For  information  about  Morning  Star  you  can  call  or  write  our  Outreach 
Coordinator  at: 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 


From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker .org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 
automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 


From  Laurel  Fry 

Helping  the  Mattaponi  Indian  Reservation,  and  other  Reservations,  as  well. 

E-MAIL:  suneagle@bealenet.com 

URL : http : //www. bealenet . com/~suneagle 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  be  a Full  Time  Sponsor,  but  wish  to  help  a Child, 
Elder  or  Family  have  a decent  Holiday,  PLEASE  e-mail  or  call  John  or 
Sharen . 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  E-MAIL 
30HN  AND  SHAREN  AT  THE  FOLLOWING: 


suneagle@bealenet . com 
SNAIL  MAIL  ADDRESS: 

JOHN  AND  SHAREN  SUN  EAGLE 
84  NEE  A YA  LANE, 

MATTAPONI  INDIAN  RESERVATION 
PHONE:  1-804-769-1405 


Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Sub  j : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 


For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Hercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130' s and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 


From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http: //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  communities 
on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Holy 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Violet  Catches 
HC  77  Box  500 


Howes,  SD  57748 


Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherny  Creek  Representatives 

P.0.  Box  101 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

House  #245 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Elvira  Chasing  Hawk 

Town  of  Red  Scaffold  Representatives 

Box  481  Red  Scaffold  RD 

Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 

or 

c/o  Candace  Hollow  Horn 
Box  522  Red  Scaffold  RD 
Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 


From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

The  Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community  Organization 
402  West  145th  Street  * New  York,  NY  10031 

212/926-5757  * 212/926-5842  (fax)  * ifco@igc.apc.org  (email)  * 
www.ifconews.org  (web) 

(earmark  your  gift  for  November  caravan  to  Chiapas) 


Bucketline  to  the  Elders 
First  Security  Bank 
205  N Main 
Layton,  UT  84041 


this  group  provides  food  and  supplies 

to  the  elders  of  the 

Big  Mountain  /Black  Mesa  area. 


Redfeather  Development  Corp 
Box  52652 

Bellevue,  WA  98015-2652 


This  group  repairs  and  winterizes 

housing  for  the 

elders  of  the  Dakotas  area. 


From:  Morning  Star  <mornstar@bellatlantic . net> 

We  have  needs  for  both  the  youth  projects  and  for  Seventh  Circle,  Rapid 
City  projects.  We  are  compiling  a complete  list  of  needs  and  will  post 
that  in  the  near  future.  In  the  meantime,  if  you're  unsure  what  is 
needed  where: 

For  the  Youth  Projects: 

Mike  at  Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com  or 
Kathy  at  mornstar@bellatlantic.net 

For  Rapid  City  Projects: 
dhendren@mint . net 
mornstar@bellatlantic . net 
Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com 

YOUTH  PROJECTS  - Standing  Rock 

Rainbow  Project 
C/O  Sandra  Welch 
Box  229 

210  Main  Street 
McLaughlin,  SD  57642 


Hunkpapa  Youth  Survival  Project 
Helmina  Makes  Him  First 
P.0,  box  53 

Little  Eagle,  SD  57639 
RAPID  CITY  PR03ECTS : 


The  Seventh  Circle 
321  Doolittle  Street 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57701 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featu 

- Leonard  Peltier 
Charitable  Foundation  Raffle 

- San  Francisco  Protest 
to  Free  Leonard  Peltier 

- Greenfield  Massachusetts 
Protest  to  Free  Leonard 

- Belgian  MP  Letter 

to  Free  Leonard  Peltier 

- Canadian  Natives  Sue  Over 
Veteran's  Benefits 

- Who's  Indian  in  Tennessee 

- Western  Shoshone 
Sue  United  States 

- Indigenous  Peoples  Gather 
at  the  United  Nations 

- US  Refuses  to  Defend  Human  Rights 

- Indigenous  Peoples 
Statement  to  the  UN 

- Black  Mesa  Dine'h 
Evictions  Pending 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier  Chari 


red  in  this  issue  

- Cherokees  Preserving  Language 

- Yankton  Sioux  Tribal  Court 
Issues  Injunction 

- Clergymen  Arrive  With  Chiapas  Aid 

- Presentation  by  Enlace  Civil 
Regarding  War  Displaced 

- Drug  War  Casualty 

- Oneida  Buy  Indian  Country  Today 

- New  Innu  Nation  President 

- Gustafsen  Lake/ 

A Classic  Coverup  Continues 

- Reed  Parole  Hearing  Coming  Soon 

- Native  Policing 

- Omaha  Indian  on  Death  Row 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Lines 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 

- Native  America  Calling 

table  Foundation  Raffle"  


Date:  Sat,  28  Nov  98  09:04:41  PST 
From:  LPCFound  <LPCFound@aol . com> 
Sub j : LPCF  Article 

UUCP  email 


THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  CHARITABLE  FOUNDATION 

PROUDLY  PRESENTS  THE  LPCF  RAFFLE  EVENT,  IN  PROGRESS. 

The  award  is  a Leonard  Peltier  painting:  'RIBBONS  AND 
PLUMES'  Actual  painting  dimensions  18  X 22 

This  is  a Leonard  Peltier  original  oil  painting  rendition,  portrayed 
by  an  image  presented  to  him.  The  LPCF  is  providing  an  exciting 
opportunity  for  Peltier  supporters  to  own  this  extraordinary  work. 

The  painting  comes  with  a notarized  certificate  of  authenticity 
describing  the  medium  and  a personal  depiction  by  Leonard 
Peltier  that  can  be  mounted  with  the  painting,  along  with  the 
award  certificate  with  Leonard  Peltier's  signature. 

You  may  purchase  as  many  raffle  tickets  as  you  like  at  $1.00 
per  ticket.  At  this  writing,  we  currently  have  obtained  272 
entries.  There  is  no  deadline  on  the  raffle.  When  we  have 
reached  a number  of  entries  equivalent  to  1,000  the  LPCF 
will  reveal  the  certified  sealed  raffle  ticket  number  between  1 
and  1,000  whereas  the  winner  will  be  notified  by  mail  and/or 
telephone.  No  one  at  the  LPCF  has  any  knowledge  of  the 


winning  number,  and  the  LPCF  Board  and  Foundation  Members 
and  their  families  are  not  eligible  to  participate.  Since  this  is  a 
non-profit,  non-political  and  charitable  event  we  are  honored 
that  Leonard  Peltier  remains  the  only  one  who  knows  the  winning 
number,  and  we  are  all  proud  that  the  proceeds  reflect  the 
best  interests  of  assisting  underprivileged  American  Indian 
youth . 

Please  sign  and  hold  on  to  your  raffle  tickets  upon  receipt.  After 
personal  verification's  a release  form  must  be  signed  by  the 
winner.  Your  beautiful  painting  and  certificates  will  then  be 
shipped  to  you  UPS  at  the  expense  of  the  Foundation. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  CEO  (in-absentia)  to  the  LPCF,  incorporated 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota  on  March  01, 

1996.  Through  the  visions  of  his  artwork,  and  with  tremendous 
efforts  being  made  to  provide  educational  tools  to  American 
Indian  youth,  the  LPCF  is  especially  pleased  to  announce  our 
latest  contributions.  Throughout  this  year  we  personally  delivered 
over  $1500.00  in  groceries,  water  and  soda  supplies,  coffee 
makers,  tobacco  pouches  for  spiritual  ceremony,  LPCF  t-shirts, 
books,  a giant  Peltier  appreciation  cake  and  twenty-two  days  of 
research  of  the  distressed  areas  of  Shannon  County  in  South 
Dakota.  We  have  donated  computers,  school  supplies,  winter 
items  and  brand  new  clothing  and  food  items  to  designated 
families  and  teachers  in  the  Oglala  district  and  other  areas  of 
the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

Acknowledging  significant  private  contributors,  the  LPCF  has 
also  established  a relationship  with  a California  non-profit  source 
that  is  going  to  provide  more  computers,  and  they  will  continue 
to  do  so  as  frequently  as  possible.  They  have  put  the  LPCF  on 
their  priority  list  out  of  hundreds  of  applications.  The  computers 
are  486  and  386  Pentium  computers,  most  of  them  equipped  with 
monitors,  instruction  booklets,  and  programs  installed.  We  are 
presently  planning  on  delivering  them  to  the  Emergency  Youth 
Shelter  and  eventually  to  the  Child  Welfare  Center  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Also,  the  LPCF  Christmas  drive  has  been  a huge  success  with 
contributors  from  across  the  country  sending  brand  new  winter 
clothes,  space  heaters,  blankets,  games,  food  items,  decorations, 
and  school  supplies  to  Pine  Ridge.  We  hope  that  the  LPCF  has 
set  an  example  for  others  to  reach  out  to  the  American  Indian 
youth  and  elders  who  need  comfort  and  support  during  difficult 
times . 

We  encourage  you  to  visit  the  LPCF  Website  for  portrayals  of 
Leonard  Peltier  and  the  LPCF,  depictions  of  Peltier  paintings, 

"live"  recorded  messages  and  a host  of  prominent  Foundation 
Members  and  much  more.  Our  heartfelt  thanks  go  out  to 
everyone  who  has  helped  the  LPCF  to  produce  results. 

LPCF  website  http://members.aol.com/lpcfound/homepage.html 
To  participate  in  the  LPCF  Raffle: 

Send  $1.00  per  ticket  (Check  or  money  order)  to:  LPCF 
c/o  Shannon  Collins  P.O.  Box  681  Rimrock,  Arizona  86335 
(U.S.  Currency).  We  emphasize  to  please  send  a self-addressed 
stamped  envelope  to  return  your  tickets. 

Thank  you  for  bringing  a smile  to  an  American  Indian  Child. 

Raffle  Award  painting  can  be  seen  on  the  LPCF  Website  at 
http : //members . aol . com/1 pcfound/homepage . html 
Click  on  "LPCF  Raffle". 

Also,  there  is  a "live"  recorded  message  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

Click  on  "Building  A Sacred  Dream".  Please  be  patient  with 
the  download  of  the  sound  file. 

Sincerely, 

Shannon  M.  Collins  /LPCF  Executive  Director 


RE:  San  Francisco  Protest  to  Free  Leonard  Peltier 


Date:  Fri,  04  Dec  1998  08:25:28  -0800 

From:  Keith  McHenry  <foodnotbombs@earthlink.net 

Sub j : San  Francisco  Protest  to  Free  Leonard  Peltier 

Nonviolent  civil  disobedience  to 
FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 
Saturday,  December  19,  1998 

Assemble  at  UN  Plaza  near  7th  and  Market  Streets,  San  Francisco  at  10:  00  AM 
speakers 

PATTI  BEAR  ROBIDEAU,  Leonard's  Aunt 
INTERNATIONAL  SPOKESPERSON  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER 

Leonard  Peltier  has  been  imprisoned  for  the  Dune  26,  1975  shoot-out  between 
the  F.B.I.  and  the  American  Indian  Movement  ( AIM  ) in  which  two  federal 
agents  and  an  Indian  man  were  kill.  Four  years  after  his  incarceration,  a 
Freedom  of  information  Act  ( FOIA)  suit  released  documents  which  prove 
Leonard  Peltier's  innocence  and  FBI's  use  of  their  infamous  COINTELPRO 
program  in  their  efforts  to  "neutralize"  members  of  the  movement. 

DON'T  LET  LEONARD  SPEND  ANOTHER  HOLIDAY  IN  PRISON. 

Show  your  support  for  executive  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier  by  attending 
this  protest.  The  US  government  has  held  Leonard  for  over  22  years.  He  is 
one  of  America's  most  respected  political  prisoners  serving  two  life 
sentences  at  Leavenworth  Federal  Prison  in  Kansas.  He  should  be  free. 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044  785-842-5774  5 <lpdc@idir . net> 

415-386-7041  or  415-826-4127 
Planning  meeting  Wednesday  nights  at  6:30  at 
Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  2nd  Floor  room  295 
Endorsements 

LEONARD  PELTIER  S.G.  SONOMA  COUNTY 
NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT 
RED  NATION  BROTHERHOOD  DRUM 
ROUND  VALLEY  INDIANS  FOR  DUSTICE 
MENDOCINO  COUNTY  EARTH  FIRST 
MENDOCINO  COUNTY  ENVIRONMENTAL  CENTER 
SONOMA  COUNTY  PEACE  AND  DUSTICE  CENTER 
PACIFIC-WESTERN  TRADERS 
BROWN  BERETS  / OLA 

A LA  BRAVA  PRODUCCIONES  REVOLUTIONARY 
SAN  FRANCISCO  FOOD  NOT  BOMBS 
SAN  FRANCISCO  LIBERATION  RADIO 
SISTER  BERNI  GALVIN 

OCTOBER  22  NO  POLICE  BRUTALITY  DAY  NATIONAL  OFFICE 

S.F.  COALITION  ON  HOMELESSNESS 

LA  RAZA  CENTRO  LEGAL 

BELL  GARDENS  DUSTICE  COMMITTEE 

STUDENT  COMMITTEE  FOR  ACCOUNTABILITY  (SCA) 

http://members.xoom . com/f reepeltier /index. ht ml 

Keith  McHenry,  Co-Founder 
Food  Not  Bombs 
3145  Geary  Blvd.  #12 
San  Francisco,  CA  94118 
-or- 

P.O.  Box  442286 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

Toll  Free:  800-884-1136 

foodnotbombs@earthlink.net 

http://home.earthlink.net/~foodnotbombs 

— "RE:  Greenfield  Massachusetts  Protest  to  Free  Leonard"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Dec  1998  16:43:44  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Donathan  <noflyby@nonviolence.org 
Sub j : Press  Release  - Leonard  Peltier 


greetings,  following  is  a press  release  from  a Leonard  Peltier  Support 
Group  planning  a nonviolent  civil  disobedience  action  in  Greenfield  MA. 
Please  feel  free  to  use  or  forward,  best  regards,  jonathan 
PRESS  RELEASE 

Nonviolent  civil  disobedient  actions  on  December  19,  1998  in  support  of 
Native  American  political  prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier 
Contacts:  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group 

P.0.  Box  1999 
Wendell  Depot,  MA  01380 
Jonathan  Mark  978-544-7862 
Paul  Burton  413-625-8420 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
Attn:  Gina  and  Keith 
P.0.  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044 
Tel:  785-842-5774,  Fax:  5796 
http : //members . xoom . com/f reepe It ier/ index . html 
Greenfield,  Massachusetts 

Supporters  of  American  Indian  Movement  activist  Leonard  Peltier 
hope  to  win  Peltier's  release  from  federal  prison  after  22  years  of 
incarceration . As  part  of  an  International  effort  to  spur  the  Clinton 
Administration  to  grant  Peltier  a Presidential  Pardon,  a group  of  local 
supporters  has  organized  a nonviolent  civil  disobedience  action  for 
December  19th  in  Greenfield. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  a well-known  victim  of  human  rights  abuses  by 
the  U.S.  judicial  system.  Convicted  in  1976  of  murdering  two  FBI  agents  on 
the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  in  South  Dakota,  Peltier  has  maintained  his 
innocence  and  human  rights  groups  and  civil  rights  leaders  have  cited  his 
case  as  a grave  injustice.  Amnesty  International  cited  the  Peltier  case  as 
a glaring  example  of  FBI  tampering  with  the  judicial  process  in  a political 
trial;  Federal  prosecutors  have  admitted  that  they  cannot  prove  that 
Peltier  was  responsible  for  the  agents'  deaths  and  an  appeal's  court  judge 
who  upheld  Peltier's  conviction  later  called  for  Peltier  to  be  freed, 
saying  the  FBI  was  equally  responsible  for  the  agents'  deaths.  Despite 
evidence  of  witness  tampering  by  the  prosecution  and  a lack  of  direct 
evidence  of  Peltier's  guilt,  he  remains  in  prison  after  22  years. 

Meanwhile,  Leonard  Peltier's  health  is  deteriorating  and  many  people  around 
the  world  are  concerned  for  his  life. 

More  than  five  years  ago  Leonard  Peltier  applied  for  Executive 
Clemency,  citing  his  support  among  such  leaders  as  Reverend  Jesse  Jackson, 
55  members  of  Congress,  European  Parliament,  Nelson  Mandela  with  about 
fifty  million  letters  written  on  his  behalf.  Usually  the  process  for  the 
review  of  clemency  takes  six  to  nine  months.  However,  Peltier  has  only 
received  a form  letter  response  that  states  his  application  is  still  under 
review.  With  his  appeals  through  the  courts  exhausted,  Peltier  holds  out 
the  hope  that  President  Clinton  will  do  the  right  thing  and  reverse 
generations  of  injustice  to  American  Indian  people  by  granting  Leonard 
Peltier  freedom  this  holiday  season. 

Local  supporters  hope  their  action  will  build  awareness  of  the  case 
and  highlight  the  importance  of  justice  for  Peltier  for  all  Americans. 

One  organizer  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  in  western 
Massachusetts,  Jonathan  Mark,  said,  "What  better  way  can  I support  my 
Country,  family  and  freedom  this  holiday  season  than  by  supporting  Leonard 
Peltier?  Sure,  getting  arrested  is  a hassle,  but  it  is  really  minor 
compared  to  the  suffering  of  this  man  in  prison  for  decades." 

Besides  Main  Street  in  Greenfield,  MA,  more  than  thirty  other 
nonviolent  civil  disobedient  actions  are  planned,  including  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  Lawrence,  KS,  San  Francisco,  Melbourne,  Australia,  Brussels,  Belgium 
and  New  York  City.  Each  support  group  plans  to  hold  nonviolent  training 
workshops  and  will  decide  how  they  plan  to  be  arrested  by  consensus.  The 
Greenfield  group's  training  session  begins  Sunday,  December  13  at  1:00  P.M. 
at  the  Green  Fields  Market.  "After  that  meeting,"  says  Mark,  "we  should 
have  a better  idea  about  our  plans."  Mark  mentions  that  they  would  be 
available  for  answering  questions  at  their  December  17  meeting  in  the  loft 


at  the  Green  Fields  Market  from  5:00  to  7:30  P.M.  and  the  group  plans  to 
hold  a press  conference  at  a legal  rally  preceding  the  nonviolent  civil 
disobedient  actions  on  December  19  beginning  at  11:00  A.M.  in  front  of  the 
Court  House  on  Main  Street  in  Greenfield,  MA. 

"RE : Belgian  MP  Letter  to  Free  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  98-11-25  14:24:23  EST 

From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA  International  Campaign  Office) 

Sub j : Letter  Belgian  MP  Vanoost  concerning  Peltier 

UUCP  email 

[seal  Belgian  Parliament! 

Brussels,  November  24,  1998 

To  the  Honourable  William  Jefferson  Clinton 

President  of  the  United  States  of  America 

1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue  NW 

Washington  DC  20500 

United  States  of  America 


Your  excellency. 

On  March  18,  1997  and  on  April  1,  1998  I wrote  you  concerning 
Mr.  Leonard  Peltier,  who  is  serving  a double  life  sentence  in  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kansas  since  1976.  So  far  you  have  not  reacted  to 
these  letters.  I therefore  once  again  draw  your  attention  to  this 
matter  and  will  repeat  shortly.  The  evidence  in  support  of  Leonard 
Peltier  is  substantial: 

+ both  the  US  and  the  Canadian  government  admit  that  the 
affidavits  used  to  arrest  and  extradite  Peltier  are  false 
+ Peltier's  bullet  shell  casings  did  not  match  those  used  to  kill  the 
FBI  agents 

+ during  his  trial,  there  was  judicial  misconduct  and  impropriety 
such  as  coercion  of  witnesses,  perjury,  evidence  and  fabrication 
+ additional  evidence  shows  while  the  agents  were  shot  at  point- 
blank  range,  Peltier  was  hundreds  of  yards  away  at  the  time 
+ the  US  government  has  conceded  it  does  not  know  who  shot 
the  agents 

Two  other  persons,  accused  on  the  basis  of  the  same  evidence, 
were  acquitted  by  reasons  of  self-defense.  One  other  person 
against  whom  a stronger  case  could  have  been  built  has  never 
been  prosecuted  (which  does  not  imply  his  guilt  or  innocence  as 
no  trial  ever  took  place).  In  the  firefight  of  Dune  26,  1975,  a third 
person  by  the  name  of  Joseph  Stuntz  Killsright  was  also  shot  dead, 
year  a judicial  inquiry  was  never  opened.  In  the  period  preceding 
and  following  the  firefight  more  than  sixty  Native  Americans  were 
killed.  Not  a single  one  of  these  killings  led  to  an  inquiry  by  the 
US  judicial  authorities. 

Mr.  Gerald  W.  Heaney,  United  States  Senior  Circuit  Judge,  one  of 
Peltier's  appeal  judges,  in  a letter,  dated  April  18,  1991  to  Senator 
Daniel  K.  Inouye  expressed  his  concern  over  the  conviction  of 
Leonard  Peltier.  He  also  stated:  "We  as  a nation  must  treat  Native 
Americans  more  fairly.  To  do  so,  we  must  recognize  their  unique 
culture  and  their  great  contributions  to  our  nation.  Favorable  action 
by  the  President  in  the  Leonard  Peltier  case  would  be  an  important 
step  in  this  regard." 

On  June  3,  1996  I took  the  initiative  of  submitting  a resolution 
regarding  Leonard  Peltier  to  the  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  of  the 
Belgian  Chambre  of  Representatives.  This  proposal  was  the 
subject  of  several  sessions  of  the  Committee.  On  March  7,  1997 


the  Committee  approved  the  resolution  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  Chambre  March  13,  1997.  This  resolution  does 
not  in  any  way  express  an  opinion  on  the  matter  of  guilt  or 
innocence  of  Leonard  Peltier.  It  is  but  an  expression  of  support  to 
the  distinguished  colleagues  of  the  US  Congress  who  have 
advocated  a hearing  on  the  case. 

On  February  6,  1998,  I took  part  in  a delegation  to  the  US 
Embassy  in  Brussels  where  the  matter  was  discussed  with  members 
of  the  embassy  staff.  The  Belgian  Parliament  does  not  stand  alone 
on  this  issue.  Support  for  Peltier  has  been  voiced  by  the  Italian 
Parliament,  by  the  European  Parliament,  by  several  members  of 
the  Canadian  Parliament  and  by  more  than  50  Members  of 
Congress  including  Paul  Wellstone,  Daniel  Inouye,  Ben  Nighthorse- 
Campbell,  John  Conyers,  Bill  Richardson  (now  US  representative 
to  the  United  Nations),  Don  Edwards,  Edolphus  Towns,  Lawrence 
Mayor,  Kevin  Sullivan  and  Doe  Kennedy. 

In  a statement  dated  Dune  27,  1995,  Congressman  Doe  Kennedy 
states:  "Seeing  that  justice  is  upheld  for  Leonard  Peltier  would 
amount  to  a major  act  of  reconciliation  for  past  injustices  done  to 
the  Native  American  peoples.  I urge  that  he  be  considered  for  a 
pardon  or  that  his  sentence  be  commuted.  At  the  minimum,  the 
numerous  problems  found  with  te  evidence  are  grounds  for  a 
new  trial...  Peltier's  continued  imprisonment  is  more  than  an 
injustice  to  one  man.  It  is  an  injustice  to  Native  Americans  and  a 
scar  on  American  history,  reminding  us  of  the  attempts  to  silence 
the  rising  voices  of  Native  American  peoples  protesting  their 
plight...  It  is  never  too  late  to  let  the  voice  of  truth  drown  out  a 
legacy  of  injustice.  And  it  is  never  too  late  to  let  the  healing 
begin . " 

I applaud  the  efforts  for  human  rights  all  around  the  world  by  the 
US  government.  I do  not  imply  by  reference  to  the  Peltier  case 
that  the  United  States  might  be  an  oppressive  country.  On  the 
contrary,  in  many  respects,  the  United  States  are  the  most  free 
country  in  the  world.  No  democratic  system  however  is  perfect. 

Most  certainly  not  my  own  country,  where  scandals  about 
corruption  and  judicial  misconduct  at  the  moment  dominate 
political  debate.  Human  rights  however  are  universal.  I therefore 
consider  it  my  duty  as  elected  representative  to  assist  colleague- 
representatives  in  your  and  other  countries  in  their  struggle  for 
justice.  I therefore  urge  you  to  come  to  a decision  on  the  request 
for  presidential  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier.  This  procedure 
normally  takes  some  6 months.  In  Peltier's  case,  after  several 
years,  a decision  has  still  not  been  reached. 

I also  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  to  draw  your  attention  to 
the  medical  status  of  Leonard  Peltier  at  this  moment.  He  is 
suffering  heavily  from  complications  of  a maxilla-facial  surgery  at 
Springfield  Medical  facility  in  1996.  He  was  treated  there  against 
the  advice  of  prison  doctor  Collins,  who  advised  against  Springfield 
for  lack  of  proper  facilities  and  who  recommended  treatment  at  the 
Mayo  clinic  in  Rochester.  He  is  in  need  of  urgent  surgery.  Mayo 
clinic  doctor  Keller  is  willing  to  do  the  surgery  but  the  prison 
refuses  Peltier's  transfer.  May  I therefore  ask  that  you  intervene  to 
make  this  transfer  possible  as  soon  as  possible. 

Finally  I would  like  to  inform  you  that  initiatives  similar  to  the 
Peltier  resolution  are  planned  in  the  Belgian  Parliament  regarding 
the  case  of  Mumia  Abu-Damal,  also  a matter  of  grave  concern  for 
numerous  US  citizens  and  people  abroad. 

Your  excellency,  you  have  in  your  hands  the  opportunity  to  take 
historic  decisions  that  will  go  down  forever  in  the  collective  memory 


of  millions  of  people  in  the  United  States  and  all  oven  the  world. 


Sincerely, 

Lode  Vanoost 

Member  of  the  Federal  Chambre  of  Representatives  of  Belgium 
Lode  Vanoost 

Member  of  Parliament  Belgium 
Fax&Tel : +32-2-381-1921  (home) 

Tel:  32-2-549-8938  (parliament) 

Fax:  32-2-549-8798  (parliament) 
email:  lode.vanoost@skynet.be 

"RE : Canadian  Natives  Sue  Over  Veteran's  Benefits"  

Date:  Sat,  5 Dec  1998  02:20:36  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Fighting  for  Canada:  Treated  Like  Indians 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NATIVES  SUE  OVER  VETERAN'S  BENEFITS 

The  Globe  and  Mail,  December  3,  1998  by  David  Roberts 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Status  Indians  from  Saskatchewan  who  served  during  Canada's  foreign  wars 
have  filed  a lawsuit  against  the  federal  government,  saying  they  were 
denied  tens  of  millions  of  dollars  in  veterans'  benefits.  About  800  Indian 
men  and  women  from  Saskatchewan  served  in  the  two  world  wars  and  Korea  and 
about  100  survive  today,  said  Perry  Bellegarde,  chief  of  the  Federation  of 
Saskatchewan  Indian  Nations,  which  began  the  action  in  Saskatchewan's  Court 
of  Queen ' s Bench . 

The  lawsuit  asserts  that  Indian  veterans  were  deprived  of  tens  of  millions 
of  dollars  worth  of  benefits  that  were  given  to  non-Indian  veterans 
returning  from  service  in  various  conflicts.  "These  are  very  legitimate 
concerns  by  decent  men  and  women  who  are  just  trying  to  restore  some  of 
their  dignity,"  Mr.  Bellegarde  said,  noting  families  of  non-natives 
received  $75  a month  in  the  1940s  while  husbands  served  overseas.  The 
families  of  Indian  veterans  got  $20  per  month.  Other  benefits  such  as  land 
grants,  loans  for  study,  home  purchase  or  improvement,  training  assistance 
and  other  professional  allowances  were  not  available  to  Indian  veterans  in 
the  same  way  they  were  for  others,  the  claim  says,  alleging  this  treatment 
was  discriminatory  and  racist. 

Thousands  of  Canadian  natives  volunteered  for  service  during  the  two  world 
wars  and  the  Korean  conflict,  the  lawsuit  states.  While  they  could  not  be 
conscripted  for  service,  they  joined  in  the  war  effort  and  fought  alongside 
other  Canadians.  Many  were  decorated.  "Indian  agents  told  them  they  could 
have  land  on  the  reserves  for  farming,"  said  Mr.  Bellegarde.  "But  that  land 
was  theirs  already.  The  non-native  veterans  were  given  grants  and  loans  to 
purchase  farm  land  and  held  fee-simple  title  on  that  land.  It  wasn't  so  for 
Indians."  Even  those  Indian  veterans  who  received  cash  - to  buy  farm 
implements,  for  example  - received  less  (2,320)  than  their  non-Indian 
counterparts  ($6,000),  he  said. 

Delia  Opekokew,  legal  counsel  for  the  federation,  said  Indian  veterans 
were  never  told  what  benefits  might  be  available  to  them.  A few  even  came 
back  to  find  their  home  reserves  had  been  moved.  A spokesman  for  Indian 
Affairs,  lanice  Summerby,  said  the  department  will  investigate  individual 
complaints.  "Our  position  is  that  the  legislation  doesn't  discriminate 
against  aboriginal  veterans.  Benefits  are  not  geared  to  groups,  they're 
geared  to  individuals." 


Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail  - mailto:letters@GlobeAndMail.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 


research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE:  Who's  Indian  in  Tennessee"  

Date:  Tue,  1 Dec  1998  23:10:04  -0500 
From:  tom  kunesh  <tpkunesh@CHATTANOOGA.NET> 

Sub j : Battle  in  TN  rages  over  Who's  Indian 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

folks  - would  like  to  get  this  info  passed  on  to  Nations  ASAP  - 
if  it's  happening  here  in  TN,  then  ...  next?  KY?  OH?  IN?  IL? 
the  TN  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs  meets  -this-  Saturday  @ 1pm  ET 
in  Jefferson  City  (info  on  it  below  this  article), 
if  you're  concerned,  call  & write  Governor  Don  Sundquist: 


1.  Governor  Don  Sundquist,  Office  of  the  Governor, 

State  Capitol,  Nashville  TN  37243-0001  - (615)  741-  2001 

mailto:dsundquist@mail . state. tn. us 

Daphne  Kirksey,  Gov's  office  of  Appointments 

2.  Milton  H.  Hamilton,  Dr.  Commissioner 

Tennessee  Department  of  Environment  and  Conservation  (TDEC) 
21st  Floor,  L&C  Tower,  401  Church  Street,  Nashville  TN  37243 
1-888-891-TDEC  (1-888-891-8332) 
mailto:environment@mail . state. tn . us 

Published  by  "The  Tennessean"  [Nashville]  Friday,  11/27/98 
HERITAGE 


Battle  rages  over  Indian  tribal  links 


By  Leon  Alligood  / Tennessean  Staff  Writer 

Native  Americans  in  the  Volunteer  State  are  waging  war. 

But  this  is  a war  of  bitter  words,  not  bows  and  arrows;  of  bloodlines, 
rather  than  bloodshed.  The  debate  concerns  the  most  basic  of  issues:  who 
should  call  themselves  Indian. 

The  battle  cry  is  recognition,  state  recognition  of  one's  American  Indian 
blood.  It  is  not  enough  for  some  Tennesseans  to  know  they  have  tribal 
ancestors  in  their  family  trees.  They  want  the  Tennessee  Commission  on 
Indian  Affairs,  a five-member  panel  appointed  by  the  governor,  to 
acknowledge  this  kinship. 

But  there  is  little  empathy  for  these  people,  whom  some  call  "wannabes," 
among  Indians  who  are  members  of  one  of  the  five  federally  recognized 
Southeastern  tribes:  Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  Creek  and  Seminole.  They 
stand  opposite  this  genealogical  dividing  line,  questioning  why  anyone  who 
was  not  raised  Indian  would  want  to  be  Indian,  worrying  about  degradation 
of  tribal  cultures  that,  by  their  estimation,  have  already  suffered  greatly. 

Simmering  for  the  past  decade,  the  rift  has  widened  in  the  past  year  to  a 
gulf  of  discontent.  At  the  center  of  the  debate  is  the  commission,  which  is 
assigned  the  duty  of  fostering  and  protecting  Native  American  culture  in 
the  state. 

Dust  as  important,  commission  members  also  set  the  criteria  for  recognition. 

Since  1990,  the  agency  has  employed  a two-prong  test  to  determine  whether 
a person  is  issued  a wallet-sized  card  indicating  the  holder  is  an  Indian. 

Applicants  must  either  be  a member  of  a federally  recognized  tribe,  or  be 
a direct  descendant  of  an  individual  who  was  previously  recognized  by  the 
state  as  a Native  American. 

While  the  process  sounds  simple,  it  is  not.  Receiving  recognition  from  a 
federally  recognized  tribe  can  take  months,  if  not  years,  and  follows  an 
extensive  genealogical  search  that  is  checked  and  double-checked  for 


accuracy. 

Proving  lineage  to  someone  recognized  as  an  Indian  by  Tennessee  is 
somewhat  easier,  but  problematic  as  well.  There  are  less  than  100  people  on 
the  commission's  list  of  those  who  have  received  state  recognition.  Unless 
applicants  can  prove  they  are  directly  related  to  one  of  these  people, 
recognition  is  denied. 

A change  may  be  imminent,  however. 

Both  the  chairman-designee  and  newly  appointed  executive  director  of  the 
commission  support  relaxing  the  criteria. 

"We're  going  to  look  at  it  from  all  the  legal  aspects,  to  do  it  right," 
said  Clayton  Prest,  of  Cunningham  in  Montgomery  County,  whose  appointment 
last  summer  as  chairman  by  Gov.  Don  Sundquist  awaits  ratification  by  the 
rest  of  the  commission.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  panel  since  1995. 

Toye  Heape,  the  commission's  executive  director,  noted  the  agency  has  a 
responsibility  to  "provide  for  recognition  of  unrecognized  groups  and 
individuals  and  to  formulate  a process  for  doing  that." 

"A  lot  of  people  have  brought  up  the  fact  that  they  would  like  to  see  the 
process  re-examined,"  Heape  said. 

While  the  recognition  issue  has  frequently  surfaced  in  recent  years,  the 
commission  majority  squashed  proposed  changes. 

However,  in  the  past  18  months  the  commission  has  changed  substantially. 
Gone  are  longtime  members  Becky  Yahola  of  Lebanon,  Harley  Grant  of 
Chattanooga  and  Dohn  Martin  of  Knoxville,  each  of  whom  vigorously  opposed 
any  relaxation  of  the  standard. 

Yahola  and  Grant  are  both  federally  recognized  Cherokees.  Martin  is 
recognized  by  Tennessee  as  a Cherokee,  but  is  not  federally  recognized. 

For  several  years,  these  people  were  the  Indian  representatives  on  the 
commission.  The  agency's  charter  requires  that  at  least  three  members  be 
American  Indians  with  a blood  quantum  of  at  least  25%. 

However,  Yahola  and  Grant  were  not  reappointed  to  new  three-year  terms  by 
Sundquist  during  the  summer.  Grant  resigned  before  his  last  term  ended. 

They  have  been  replaced  by  Cubert  Bell  of  Henning,  north  of  Memphis,  Doug 
Cook  of  Englewood,  near  Chattanooga,  and  Eddie  Nickens  of  Ashland  City. 
Nickens  is  recognized  as  a member  of  a state-recognized  tribe  in  North 
Carolina.  Neither  he  nor  Cook  is  a member  of  a federally  recognized  tribe 
or  recognized  as  Native  American  by  Tennessee.  Bell,  a Choctaw,  is 
federally  recognized. 

Yahola  would  not  comment  about  her  exodus  from  the  commission  after 
serving  several  terms. 

Grant  and  Martin,  however,  said  their  departures  have  given  Prest  and  his 
supporters  an  opportunity  to  push  a softer  criteria  agenda. 

"It's  good  for  people  to  find  they  have  Indian  blood  in  their  history. 
That's  very  important,  but  we've  got  to  look  at  it  this  way:  If  a person  is 
one-eighth  Native  American,  that  means  they  are  seven-eighths  something 
else,  whether  they're  European  or  African-American  or  whatever,"  Grant 
argued . 

"Being  part  Native  American  does  not  make  you  Native  American." 

Martin,  who  resigned  last  Duly  from  the  commission  out  of  frustration 
with  the  group's  new  direction,  said  the  demands  of  non-recognized 
individuals  grew  increasingly  strident  in  his  last  year  on  the  panel. 

He  remembered  one  meeting  in  particular,  when  several  men  seeking 
recognition  made  an  impromptu  appearance. 

"A  group  walked  in  wearing  chicken  feather  headdresses,  sour  looks  on 
their  faces  and  wearing  buckskin.  I was  just  speechless,"  Martin  recalled. 

"We  told  them  here's  the  criteria.  They  said  they  didn't  need  a criteria. 
They  said  they  knew  they  were  Indian." 

By  lowering  the  standard,  the  former  commissioners  also  noted  that  Prest 
and  other  newly  appointed  panel  members  could  then  apply  for  Tennessee 
recognition . 

Prest  is  not  recognized  by  the  state  or  a federally  recognized  tribe,  but 
identifies  himself  as  American  Indian. 

However,  it  should  be  noted  that's  not  uncommon  among  the  Tennessee  Indian 
community.  A 1997  U.S.  Census  Bureau  estimate  indicated  there  were  12,005 
people  in  Tennessee  who  identified  themselves  as  American  Indian.  However, 
the  portion  of  those  residents  who  are  recognized  by  the  Tennessee 


Commission  on  Indian  Affairs  and/or  a federally  recognized  tribe  is  "very 
small/'  Heape  acknowledged. 

According  to  Census  Bureau  spokesman  Noel  Clay,  the  agency  does  not 
question  an  individual's  response  to  questions  of  race  and  ethnic  origin. 

"If  the  person  says  he  or  she  is  American  Indian,  we  accept  that.  There's 
no  way  we  could  document  every  person's  record,"  he  said. 

Grant  and  Martin  said  they  do  not  understand  why  state  recognition  is  so 
important . 

"It  means  nothing.  It  just  means  they  can  say  they  have  a card  that  says 
they  are  Native  American,"  Grant  said. 

"It  doesn't  really  mean  anything  as  far  as  I'm  aware.  There  are  no 
benefits,  like  medical  or  housing,  unless  they  are  federally  recognized," 
Martin  said.  Even  then,  they  often  have  to  live  on  or  near  a reservation  to 
take  advantage  of  those  benefits,  the  Knoxville  man  added. 

However,  American  Indians  recognized  by  Tennessee  are  given  minority 
status,  Heape  noted. 

"So  any  program  that  benefits  minorities,  like  scholarships,  a recognized 
individual  in  Tennessee  would  qualify  for,"  he  said. 

Grady  Hones  of  Lyles  in  Hickman  County,  who  claims  Cherokee  and  Shawnee 
lineage,  would  like  to  be  recognized  so  his  young  children  could  compete 
for  these  education  enhancements. 

"I'd  like  to  see  my  children  down  the  road  benefit,  but  I think  it  would 
also  help  a lot  of  other  people  who  aren't  federally  recognized.  A lot  of 
us  are  mixed  blood  like  I am  and  are  having  a hard  time  getting  any 
official  recognition,"  he  said. 

Hones  also  wants  to  go  a step  further  --  to  form  a tribe  in  Tennessee  and 
receive  state  recognition.  Tennessee  has  no  federally  recognized  tribe  in 
the  state,  the  closest  being  the  Eastern  Band  of  the  Cherokee  in  Cherokee, 
N.C.  and  the  Choctaw  in  Philadelphia,  Miss. 

Hones  has  a group  called  the  Aniyunweya  Nation,  which  plans  to  press  the 
commission  for  recognition  on  Dec.  5 at  its  next  quarterly  meeting  in 
Nashville. 

Prest  said  he  supports  the  formation  of  a tribe  in  Tennessee  as  a way  to 
unify  the  Indian  community. 

"It  may  be  basically  developing  a whole  new  culture,  but  the  bottom  line 
is  that  there's  a little  bit  of  (Indian)  blood  running  through  many  of  them 
and  they  are  looking  at  it  as  a guideline,"  the  chairman-designate  said. 

"A  lot  of  the  people  outside  the  recognition  system  are  more  traditional 
than  some  of  them  in  it.  I'd  just  like  to  recognize  them  as  such." 

But  there  is  adamant  opposition  to  official  sanction  of  a tribe,  a 
designation  that,  historically,  has  been  issued  only  to  Indian  groups  with 
which  the  federal  government  has  signed  treaties. 

"Understand,  these  groups  are  cultural  organizations,  made  up  of  people 
from  every  kind  of  lineage.  That  does  not  make  them  a tribe,"  Grant  said. 

"If  the  state  of  Tennessee  wants  to  open  that  can  of  worms  it's  beyond 
belief. " 

Others  note  that  Hones  and  others  who  support  formation  of  a tribe  are 
already  members  of  a tribe  if  they  descend  from  one  of  the  five 
southeastern  tribes. 

"They  already  have  a tribe.  Let  them  prove  where  they  come  from  and  join 
that  tribe,"  Grant  urged. 

Bell,  who  now  is  the  only  federally  recognized  American  Indian  on  the 
commission,  is  taking  a diplomatic  approach  to  the  brewing  recognition 
controversy. 

"We  are  going  to  have  to  look  at  how  we  can  help  our  brothers  and  sisters 
who  are  not  federally  recognized.  We  have  a human  resource  that  is 
valuable,  but  we  need  to  know  who  these  claimants  are,"  he  said. 

At  the  same  time,  the  West  Tennessee  man  acknowledged  he  is  not  "receptive 
to  low  blood  quantums"  from  would-be  applicants. 

"We  have  a challenge  before  us.  I know  who  I am.  I am  Choctaw.  I was 
raised  speaking  the  Choctaw  language,  I was  raised  in  the  Choctaw  culture, 
but  who  is  everyone  else?  That's  our  job  in  figuring  this  all  out." 
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Today,  through  Raymond  D.  Yowell,  Chief  of  the  Western  Shoshone  National 
Council,  the  Western  Shoshone  people  filed  in  the  United  States  District 
Court  for  Nevada,  PLAINTIFFS'  OPPOSITION  TO  DEFENDANTS'  MOTION  TO  DISMISS 
(SECOND)  AND  MOTION  TO  DISSOLVE  OR  MODIFY  PRELIMINARY  IN3UNCTION, 

Case  Number:  CV-S-97-327HDM(RHL) , in  an  ongoing  effort  to  protect  the 
Western  Shoshone  peoples'  way  of  life. 

This  litigation  is  an  undertaking  by  the  Western  Shoshone  National 
Council,  original  traditional  form  of  government  of  the  Western  Shoshone 
Nation  -to  protect  the  way  of  life  and  main  livelihood  of  many 
individual  citizens  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation.  One  element  of  this 
action  is  an  attempt  to  prevent  further  harassment,  threats,  and 
intimidation  by  the  United  States  against  Western  Shoshone  citizens.  Other 
elements  relate  to  protection  against  interference  or  infringement  by 
Defendants  of  older  and  continuing  Western  Shoshone  traditional  life  ways 
within  their  ancestral  lands. 

According  to  Representative  3ohn  Wells,  Southern  Representative  of  the 
Western  Shoshone  Nation  to  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council, 

"The  United  States  government  would  have  this  matter  to  be  bogged 
down  in  a myriad  of  legal  complexities  in  issues  of  federal  civil 
procedure,  than  rather  have  to  address  the  core  issues  arising  under 
the  United  States  Constitution,  laws,  or  treaties." 

Further  Rep.  Wells  added, 

"The  range  of  legal  issues  asserted  by  the  Western  Shoshone 
National  Council  through  Chief  Yowell  includes  aboriginal  lifestyle 
rights  which  continue  to  be  a live  issue  in  this  litigation  requiring 
protection,  but  also  extends  to  the  Western  Shoshone  National 
Council's  role  as  protector  of  the  rights  of  individual  citizens  of 
the  Western  Shoshone  Nation." 

The  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  brought  this  suit  as  an  economical 
and  effective  way  to  litigate  the  stated  issues,  promoting  uniformity  of 
decisions  as  to  the  persons  similarly  situated,  without  sacrificing 
procedural  fairness.  The  instant  case  is  undertaken  as  a means  of  survival 
for  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  following  the  agreement  in  Article  VI  of 
the  1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley. 

Western  Shoshone  National  Council 
P.0.  Box  210 
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Indigenous  Peoples  gather  at  the  United  Nations  to  defend  the  current 
text  of  the  United  Nations  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples 

News  from  the  United  Nations  Human  Rights  Commission  Open-Ended 
Inter-Sessional  Working  Group  on  the  Elaboration  of  the  United  nations 
Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples 
United  Nations,  Geneva,  30  November  1998 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

At  this  50th  Anniversary-Year  of  the  United  Nations  Universal 
Declaration  on  Human  Rights,  indigenous  peoples  from  all  over  the  world 
are  gathered  at  the  United  Nations  in  Geneva  to  defend  the  current  text 
of  an  international  instrument  being  developed  at  the  United  Nations  for 
the  protection  and  promotion  of  their  specific  rights  known  as  the  Draft 
Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  (hereafter  referred  to 
as  the  Draft  Declaration).  From  November  30th  through  December  11th 
United  Nations'  member  states,  indigenous  peoples  and  NGOs  will  go 
through  the  current  text  of  the  Draft  Declaration  during  a special 
Working  Group  held  at  the  United  Nations  in  order  to  proceed  with  the 
development  of  a final  text  of  this  Declaration.  Indigenous  peoples  want 
to  achieve  this  Declaration's  adoption  by  the  United  Nations  General 
Assembly,  before  the  end  of  the  current  United  Nations  Decade  of  the 
World's  Indigenous  Peoples  (1994-2004). 

Indigenous  peoples  convened  a two-day  preparatory  meeting  (28-29 
November  1998),  prior  to  this  official  United  Nations  Working  Group,  in 
order  to  collectively  develop  their  strategy  and  to  then  present  their 
own  desired  agenda  to  the  Working  Group's  Chairman.  The  outcome  of  this 
meeting  was  that  the  indigenous  peoples  affirmed  their  consensus  in 
having  the  current  text  of  the  Draft  Declaration  be  adopted  by  this 
Working  Group  without  any  changes,  amendments  or  deletions. 

The  current  text  of  the  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  is  already  the  result  of  thirteen  years  of  deliberations  between 
indigenous  peoples  and  the  member  states  of  the  United  Nations.  The 
current  Draft  Declaration  text  used  by  this  Working  Group  was  already 
adopted  in  its  current  form  by  the  United  Nations  Working  Group  on 
Indigenous  Populations  in  1993.  A technical  review  was  then  carried  out 
by  its  Secretariat  and  the  entire  text  then  passed  the  United  Nations 
Sub-Commission  on  Human  Rights  in  1994.  Thus  indigenous  peoples  now 
assert  that  it  is  up  to  the  governments  to  defend  any  changes,  deletions 
or  amendments  which  would  change  the  general  principles  and  therefore, 
72%assert  that  it  is  up  to  the  governments  to  defend  any  changes,  deletions 
or  amendments  which  would  change  the  general  principles  and  therefore, 
the  integrity  of  this  Draft  Declaration.  Of  the  Preamble  and  the  45 
Articles  that  make  up  this  current  text,  as  of  today,  only  Articles  5 
and  43  were  passed  in  their  entirety  during  the  last  session  held  last 
November  1997. 

The  presiding  Chairman,  Ambassador  lose  Urrutia  (Peru)  during  this 
first  day  of  the  Working  Group  has  arranged  the  order  of  work,  in 
consultation  with  indigenous  peoples,  as  follows:  1)  The  Working  Group 
will  open  with  a general  debate:  indigenous  peoples  and  governments  can 
make  statements  on  the  general  principles  of  the  overall  Draft 
Declaration;  2)  the  participants  can  then  debate  on  the  general 
principles  of  Articles  1,  2,  12,  13,  14,  44,  and  45;  3)  the  participants 
can  then  engage  in  a general  debate  on  Article  3,  considered  to  be  the 
the  most  contentious  Article  by  the  United  Nations  member  states  and  the 
most  essential  Article  by  the  indigenous  peoples.  Article  3 states  the 
following:  "Indigenous  Peoples  have  the  right  of  self-determination.  By 
virtue  of  that  right  they  freely  determine  their  political  status  and 
freely  pursue  their  economic,  social  and  cultural  development."  The 
90%virtue  of  that  right  they  freely  determine  their  political  status  and 
freely  pursue  their  economic,  social  and  cultural  development."  The 
principle  of  self-determination,  its  definition,  its  scope  and  its 
application  to  the  Draft  Declaration  can  also  be  debated  at  this  time; 

4)  finally,  the  participants  can  debate  on  Articles  15,  16,  17,  and  18 
in  order  to  establish  enough  consensus  to  pass  these  Articles, 


hopefully,  before  the  end  of  this  Working  Group's  session. 

Ron  Barnes  for  the  Indigenous  Peoples'  Media  Committee 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For  more  information  contact  Ron  Barnes  or  Miriam  Anne  Frank  at  the 
Intermediary  Media  Office*  at  DoCip  at  the  United  Nations  in  Geneva, 
telephone  number  ++41  22  917  7104  or  via  email:  docip@iprolink. ch 
+ DoCip  acts  as  an  intermediary  between  the  media  and  indigenous 
peoples'  representatives . DoCip  is  not  responsible  for  the  content  of 
the  press  releases  issued. 

ENDpeoples'  representatives.  DoCip  is  not  responsible  for  the  content  of 
the  press  releases  issued. 

To  support  the  defense  of  the  current  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  please  contact... 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

from  the  AMERICAN  INDIAN  LAW  ALLIANCE  delegation  at  the  United  Nations' 
Inter-Sessional  Working  Group  on  the  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  the 
World's  Indigenous  Peoples 

Contact  Kent  Lebsock,  American  Indian  Law  Alliance,  New  Mexico  Office, 
505-341-4230,  ailanm@flash.net 

US  Refuses  to  Defend  Human  Rights  for  Indigenous  Peoples 

Geneva,  Switzerland:  It  is  with  surprise  and  regret  that  Indigenous 
peoples  heard  the  General  Statement  made  by  Leslie  A.  Gerson,  Deputy 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  States  State  Department  on 
November  30,  1998  at  the  United  Nations  in  Geneva.  Currently,  nation 
states  and  Indigenous  representatives  are  gathered  there  to  debate  the 
articles  of  the  draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  the  World's  Indigenous 
Peoples  for  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights.  The  unfortunate  statement  by 
the  United  States  once  again  points  out  the  discrepancies  between  American 
rhetoric  surrounding  human  rights  and  their  practice  of  subverting  those 
rights  to  their  own  national  self  interest.  Their  paternalistic  arrogance 
is  demonstrated  in  the  fact  that  they  are  attempting  to  subvert 
international  human  rights  law  to  U.S.  federal  "Indian"  policy. 

In  the  opening  paragraph  of  the  statement,  the  United  States  says,  "the 
United  States  hopes  that  the  ultimate  adoption  of  a declaration  will 
succeed  in  focusing  attention  on  the  need  to  protect  indigenous  rights, 
fight  discrimination  based  on  indigenous  origin  wherever  it  occurs,  and 
foster  appreciation  for  the  value  of  indigenous  traditions.  . ."  Instead 
of  taking  a leadership  role  in  the  protection  of  Indigenous  human  rights, 
the  United  States  seems  to  ask  the  United  Nations  to  "appreciate" 

Indigenous  cultures.  Appreciating  Indigenous  culture  is  a far  cry  from 
protecting  Indigenous  human  rights.  Federal  policy  "appreciates"  Indians. 
It  appreciates  us  so  much,  it  rounded  us  up  and  put  us  on  reservations . 


The  American  meaning  is  evident  later  when  they  make  it  clear  that  they 
do  not  mean  to  protect  the  group  rights  of  Indigenous  peoples.  Group 
rights,  a well  established  principle  of  international  law,  provides  for 
the  protection  of  a group's  (or  Indigenous  nation's)  right  to 
self-determination.  The  United  States  has  made  several  statements  opposing 
this  concept.  This  latest  statement  is  consistent  with  the  others  and 
attempts  to  trample  the  rights  of  Indigenous  nations.  The  U.S.  hides  its 
true  colors  by  heralding  its  support  for  individual  rights  without 
considering  the  rights  of  Indigenous  peoples  as  groups  or  nations.  Later 
in  their  presentation  they  clearly  state  this:  "...  the  focus  [of  the 
Declaration]  should  be  to  (1)  affirm  that  persons  belonging  to  indigenous 
groups  are  entitled  to  exercise  fully  and  effectively  their  individual 
human  rights  and  fundamental  freedoms  ..." 

The  ironic  inconsistency  is  that  they  trample  group  rights  by 
misrepresenting  international  human  rights'  standards.  The  U.S.  states 
that  the  "new  declaration  should  build  upon,  and  be  consistent  with,  the 
principles  established  in  basic  human  rights  instruments  such  as  the 
Universal  Declaration  . . . and  the  1992  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of 
Persons  Belonging  to  Linguistic  Minorities."  However,  both  of  these 
international  instruments  affirm  in  their  first  article  the  common 
principle  of  the  right  to  self-determination.  The  Americans  do  not  explain 
how  they  can  support  only  individual  rights  while  citing  international 
instruments  clearly  outlining  a right  to  self-determination  for  groups  of 
peoples.  Apparently  the  State  Department  believes  that  Indigenous  peoples 
are  different  from  other  peoples  in  the  world,  and  do  not  have  the  same 
right  to  self-determination.  Self-determination,  for  Indigenous  peoples, 
is  unacceptable  as  a matter  of  policy. 

Unfortunately,  the  unchallenged  power  of  the  United  States  in 
international  forums  (despite  its  failure  to  pay  its  UN  dues)  results  in 
its  uncommon  ability  to  disrupt  progress  in  international  human  rights 
standards.  Decisions  at  the  United  Nations  are  typically  made  by  consensus 
and  the  United  States  is  effectively  blocking  progress.  Although  the 
Declaration  has  been  accepted  by  two  United  Nation's  bodies  in  its  present 
form  and  with  no  amendments  to  its  language,  the  United  States  is  no 
stalling  the  process.  Its  hostile  and  unenlightened  position  and  the 
resulting  delays  are  also  causing  divisions  within  the  ranks  of  Indigenous 
delegates  who  stand  by  the  Declaration.  This  is  a tried  and  true  policy 
for  the  United  States:  divide  and  conquer.  Only  in  standing  firmly  behind 
the  Declaration  and  in  solidarity  with  other  more  enlightened  nation  states 
will  Indigenous  peoples  be  able  to  finally  take  our  rightful  place  in  the 
international  family  of  nations.  Supporting  human  rights  standards  is  not 
always  easy. 

It  requires  sacrifice.  Our  people  know  this.  We  would  call  on  the  United 
States  and  the  administration  of  President  Bill  Clinton  to  live  up  to  its 
own  rhetoric.  It  is  time  that  the  Americans  are  honest  with  themselves  and 
the  world  on  human  rights.  Either  support  the  Declaration  and  its  human 
rights'  principles  or  stop  pretending  to  be  the  world's  champion  of  human 
rights . 
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Date:  Sun,  6 Dec  1998  09:55:51  +0100 

From:  NetWarriors/WarriorNET  Network  <netwarriors(3span . ch> 

Sub j : INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  STATEMENT  TO  THE  UN  HIGH  COMMISSIONER  IN 
ENGLISH 

THE  UN  HIGH  COMMISSION  ON  HUMAN  RIGHTS  ADDRESSES  THE  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES 
CONFERENCE 

TRANSLATION  OF  SPANISH  SPEAKING  DELEGATIONS  DELIVERY  TO  HER  IN  RECEPTION 
DAY  5 OF  THE  IWG  - 4 DEC  1998 


Geneva  December  4,  1998 

To  Her  Excellency  the  United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights, 
Mary  Robinson: 

In  the  name  of  our  peoples  of  Abya  Yala,  our  ancestors  and  grandparents,  we 


give  you  a heartful  salute,  wishing  you  success  in  all  of  your  endeavors  in 
favor  of  life  and  human  rights. 

In  this  document,  we  would  like  to  present  you  the  following: 

1.  We  are  concerned  for  the  way  the  discussions  are  evolving  regarding  the 
Draft  Declaration  of  Indigenous  Peoples  Rights.  Until  today,  the  evidence 
from  the  discussions  demonstrate  a lack  of  political  willingness  from  the 
part  of  some  governments  in  moving  forward  for  the  approval  of  the  Draft. 
During  the  discussions  on  Tuesday,  particularly,  it  was  of  most  importance 
to  attain  the  consensus  regarding  the  principles  and  terms  of  Article  1 and 
2 of  the  Draft.  Although  Mr.  President  has  labored  to  achieve  a consensus 
from  the  Governments,  they  instead  have  opted  to  adopt  a contrary  attitude 
to  this  goal. 

Similarly,  we  are  surprised  that,  without  specifically  explaining  their 
arguments,  the  Governments  of  the  United  States,  France,  Japan,  and  Brazil, 
in  particular,  have  manifested  their  disagreement  regarding  the  terms: 
Peoples,  Self-Determination,  and  Collective  Rights.  However,  for  us,  and  in 
the  philosophy  and  practice  of  our  Peoples,  these  terms  are  the  very  soul 
of  our  life  and  communities. 

2.  We  are  concerned  of  the  lack  of  assistance  demonstrated  during  the  W 
orking  Group  sessions,  from  most  member  Governments  of  the  United  Nations 
Commission  of  Human  Rights.  Unfortunately,  this  only  reflects  a lack  of 
interest  to  dialogue  and  agree  with  the  issues  relating  Indigenous  Peoples 
and  stated  in  the  Declaration.  We  consider  that  in  the  future,  this  may 
constitute  an  obstacle  for  advancing  towards  the  attainment  of  its 
approval . 

3.  Due  to  all  the  issues  mentioned  before,  we  courteously  request  you,  to 
directly  engage  in  the  discussion  for  the  approval  of  the  Draft,  urging  the 
foremost  assistance  from  the  Governments.  This  may  result  on  the 
furtherance  of  the  discussions,  making  feasible  the  immediate  approval  of 
the  Draft. 

Our  Peoples  can  not  continue  waiting  for  very  long.  When  will  the 
Governments  make  their  decisions? 

Yours  Truly: 

Signatures  to  Her  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights,  Mary 
Robinson,  from  the  delegates  and  representatives  of  the  Working  Group  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  regarding  the  Draft  Declaration  of  the  Indigenous 
Peoples  Rights. 

Signature: 

Name: 

People  or  Organization: 

<Dedicacion  a la  Solidaridad>  <Llamado  a la  Accion  Mundi 
Dedication  to  Solidarity  ><  Calling  for  World  Action 
>>>>>>>>>>>  NetWarriors  <<<<<<<<<<< 
http: //hookele. com/netwarriors 
Peace  without  Truth  is  Genocide 
Una  Paz  sin  la  Verdad  es  Genocidio 
La  paix  sans  la  verite  est  Genocide 
>>>>>><<<<<<< 

Subscribe  to  WarriorNET 
A discussion  listserve  dedicated  to 
Indigenous  Solidarity 

"RE : Black  Mesa  Dine'h  Evictions  Pending"  

Date:  Sat,  5 Dec  1998  02:20:14  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : ISCO:  Black  Mesa  Dine'h  Evictions  Pending 
(Press  Release  and  Statements)  12-1-98 

Forwarded  message: 

From:  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  <isco@efn . org> 

My  apologies  to  those  who  receive  duplicate  postings.  Please  share!  > 

=o=  ><  =o=  ><  =o=  x =o=  x =o= 


PO  Box  11715 
Eugene,  OR  97440 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE! 
December  1,  1998 


isco@efn . org 
bigmnt@efn.org 
lpsg@efn . org 

Contact:  Beth  N 


Call  to  action:  Big  Mountain  evictions  pending 

A call  to  action  is  being  issued  by  ISCO  and  throughout  the  "Big  Mountain 
or  Black  Mesa  Support  Network  internationally.  It  has  been  confirmed  that 
Pauline  Whitesinger,  traditional  Dine'h  (Navajo)  Elder  and  leader  of  the 
resistance  against  forced  relocation,  has  received  a 30-day  notice  to 
choose  a relocation  site  on  the  "New  Lands"  or  one  will  be  chosen  for  her. 
This  is  the  first  step  in  the  forced  eviction  process,  by  federal  law. 
Fourteen  resisting  Dine'h  families  who  refused  to  sign  leases  or  relocation 
contracts  are  expecting  or  have  confirmed  receiving  30-day  notices  to  pick 
out  relocation  sites.  The  latest  relocation  act  of  1996,  PL  104-301 
requires  them  to  move  or  they  will  be  moved,  by  force  if  necessary.  If, 
after  30  days  they  still  haven't  choose  a site,  the  Office  of  Navajo  Flopi 
Indian  Relocation  will  choose  one  for  them  and  will  build  their  relocation 
housing  at  the  "New  Lands".  Once  relocation  housing  is  available  the 
Dine'h  resisters  will  get  90-day  eviction  notices. 

The  "New  Lands"  are  near  Sanders  and  Chambers,  Arizona,  south  of  the  Navajo 
Reservation.  The  Rio  Puerco  runs  seasonally  from  New  Mexico,  through  the 
New  Lands  relocation  sites  and  into  the  Little  Colorado.  A uranium  mill 
near  Churchrock  was  the  site  of  the  worst  radioactive  waste  spill  in  US 
history,  when  an  earthen  dam  broke  spilling  94  tons  of  sludge  and  1,100 
gallons  of  effluent  wastewater  into  the  Puerco  in  1979. 

Support  groups  are  calling  their  communities  to  action  and  renewed 
commitment  to  stop  the  forced  evictions.  The  eviction  process  could  take 
six  months  to  begin  and  years  to  complete,  depending  on  US  court  challenges 
and  United  Nation  investigations,  and  humane  intervention. 

Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon  (aka  "ISCO")  needs  your  help  and 
support!  Please  consider  what  you  have  to  offer,  even  if  it  is  only  a few 
hours  a month  volunteering  or  a five  dollar  donation.  We  spent  almost 
everything  we  had  sending  our  Fall  Caravan  to  Black  Mesa  for  Thanksgiving. 
Contact  us  at  isco@efn.org  or  (541)  607-7064  or  write  to  ISCO  at  PO  Box 
11715,  Eugene,  OR  97440  (write  checks  payable  to  "ISCO",  thank  you.) 

=0=  ><  =0=  ><  =0=  x =0=  x =0= 

PO  Box  11715  isco@efn.org 

Eugene,  OR  97440  bigmnt@efn.org 

lpsg@efn . org 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE!  contact:  Beth  N 

December  1,  1998  (541)  607-7064 

Stop  Forced  Evictions,  Genocide  and  Ecocide! 

Resistance  Statement  from  Board  of  Directors, 

Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon,  Inc. 


WE,  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon, 
our  Black  Mesa  projects  Committee,  and  long-time  supporters  of  traditional 
Dine'h  (Navajo)  people  resisting  forced  relocation  from  and  strip  mining  of 
sacred  Black  Mesa  (HPL)  in  northeastern  Arizona, 

DO  HEREBY  declare  our  own  resistance  to  forced  evictions  of  Dine'h  Elders 
and  families  from  their  ancestral  homelands  of  Black  Mesa,  genocide  and 
ecocide; 

Call  for  support  and  prayers  from  our  communities  in  Oregon  and  throughout 
the  world; 

Call  for  readiness  to  mobilize  to  stop  impending  forced  evictions; 

Demand  the  immediate  halting  of  illegal  and  immoral  actions  by  the  various 
governments,  offices,  agencies  and  corporations  leading  to  forced  evictions 
and  strip  mining  at  sacred  Black  Mesa; 


Demand  the  respect  of  these  traditional  Dine'h  of  Black  Mesa's  religious, 
civil  and  human  rights  as  acknowledged  by  the  United  States  Constitution, 
the  Convention  for  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  for  the  Crime  of  Genocide, 
and  other  international  laws; 

Demand  the  immediate  and  ongoing  restitution  by  the  guilty  parties  to  the 
traditional  Dine'h  and  Hopi  people  of  Black  Mesa,  Hopi  Mesas  and  former 
Joint  Use  Area,  who  have  survived  US  colonialism,  and  who  continue  to 
suffer  under  the  United  States  process  of  genocide; 

Demand  the  accountability  of  the  individuals,  corporations  and  governments 
who  have  continued  the  destruction  of  the  Dine'h  and  Hopi  and  their  lands 
and  traditional  identities,  despite  our  warnings. 

This  we  do  and  call  for  at  the  direct  request  of  the  traditional  Dine'h 
Elders  who  continue  to  resist  the  so-called  "Accommodation  Agreement" 
leases  and  forced  relocation  to  the  radioactive  polluted  New  Lands, 
standing  by  their  traditions  and  religious  instructions,  abiding  by  the 
Natural  Laws,  as  they  have  done  since  time  immemorial. 

HEREBY  SIGNED  on  Tuesday  December  1,  1998  and  approved  by  consensus  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon, 

Beth  Newberry,  chair  Alice  Scherp,  secretary/treasurer 

Veronique  Del  Valle,  assistant  secretary 
Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon,  Inc. 

<@@>+ | +<@@>+ | +<@@>+ | +<@@>+ | +<@@>+ | +<@@>+ | +<@@>+ | +<@@>+ | +<@@>+ | +<@@>+ | +<@@> 

BIYIN  BIK'ENGO  OODLA'NI 'GI ' I ' (BELIEVERS  OF  THE  HOLY  ONES)  Nov.  1998 
Quotes  from  Current  Statement  & Position  Paper 

"We  will  not  move  from  our  traditional  land  uses  area.... The  word  *lease* 
is  not  within  our  holy  ways;  to  lease  our  own  MOTHER  EARTH  is  a violation 
of  our  RIGHTS  to  live  as  a human  being,  in  the  LAND  OF  FREEDOM  and  in  the 
EYES  OF  GOD. 

"We  will  keep  our  HOLY  LAWS  first,  then  ask  for  help  when  we  need  a peace 
maker.... We  were  here  before  the  greed  grew  all  around  us. 

"WE  will  not  be  relocated  by  any  means. 

"We  cannot  turn  our  backs  on  our  Creator  and  our  religion.  We  cannot 

forsake  our  future  generations. 

"We  will  continue  to  stand  firm  that  we  are  going  to  practice  our 
traditional  Dine'  religion  and  life  ways  on  our  traditional  land  use  area, 
following  the  laws  of  the  HOLY  ONES  given  to  us  by  our  elders. 

"NO  HUMAN  HAS  THE  AUTHORITY  TO  DIVIDE  OUR  RELIGION  AND  OUR  DAILY  LIFE  IN 

TWO.  It  needs  to  be  understood  that  *all  is  one  in  the  eyes  of  THE  HOLY 
ONES*.  The  governments  must  learn  tolerance  for  other  people,  their 
beliefs,  and  ways  of  life.  We  should  not  be  persecuted  because  our  ancient 
belief  conflicts  with  their  modern  ideas  and  agendas.  That  way  we  can  all 
be  tolerated  by  all  of  us  in  this  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  with  justice  for 
all,  if  true  justice  can  be  tolerated. 

"This  very  minute,  there  are  many  people  who  signed  the  Accommodation 
Agreement  Lease  that  have  lots  of  problems  with  their  religious  rights 
being  undermined.  The  good  faith  has  rotted  away  and  the  truth  is  now 
revealed . 

"We  will  never  sign  a paper  that  states  that  there  is  no  religious 
significance  to  the  land.  *Never*.  Period.  We  will  remain  in  our 
religious  way  of  life,  connected  to  this  land  of  sacred  ceremonial  practice 
and  sites.  We  will  practice  our  religious  instructions  from  the  Holy  Ones. 
We  will  not  be  removed  by  human  force  or  law. 

"Our  religion  is  not  separated  from  us,  our  land,  our  natural  laws,  our 
future,  our  very  breath. 

"We  need  to  continue  to  be  able  to  fulfill  the  life  cycle  of  humans  by 
burying  our  Dine'  individuals  in  the  land  they  were  raised  on.  We  need  our 
birth  rights;  those  who  pass  on  need  to  be  replanted  on  this  soil.  We  need 
our  religion  and  ceremonial  ways  dealing  with  this.  So,  these  needs  are 
absolute;  there  is  no  compromise  possible." 


-Excerpted  from  "Current  Statement  & Position  Paper  of  the  Organized 
"Non-Signers"  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement  Lease,  HPL  Navajo  Families" 
November  1998. 

For  more  information:  Diyin  Bik'ehgo  Oodla ' ni ' gi ' i ' (DBO),  PO  Box  922 
Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039. 

To  make  tax  deductible  donations:  Media  Island  International  (indicate  for 
DBO)  Box  7204,  Olympia,  WA  98507  (360)  352-8526  or  mii@olywa.net. 

Submitted  by  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon,  PO  Box  11715,  Eugene, 
OR  97440.  Call  (541)  607-7064  or  e-mail  at  isco@efn.org. 

%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }%{  }% 

>From  Condor952@aol.com  Mon  Nov  30  08:26:45  1998 

Sub j : BM  Notice  by  ONHIR  & Navajo  Times  article  with  addresses  for 
letter  writing  action's... 


Yaa  e'h  teeh,  Flaastiin,  Greetings, 

The  following  are  some  address's  you  all  can  write  to  regarding  the 
O.N.H.I.R.  notice  to  the  BM  Elders  recently.  Please  do  feel  free  to  write 
your  views  and  feelings  on  this  current  situation.  In  addition,  if  possible 
send  a CC:  to  my  e-mail  address  and  maybe  one  of  these  letter's  would  be 
one  that  all  could  send  to  these  officials. 

As  of  yet  there  is  no  "Sample  Letter"  from  the  Land,  so  in  the  meantime  I 
had  decided  to  go  forward  with  sending  your  groups  some  mailing  addresses, 
listed  below  this  page  for  your  BM  letter  writing  campaign's.  I have  as 
well  enclosed  the  recent  developments  from  BM,  so  you  could  cite  any 
comments  from  either  these  officials'  remarks  or  their  statements  or  from 
Wendy  Young's  Special  to  Navajo  Times. 

I thank  you  all  for  your  desires  to  do  something  for  the  families  on  BM  at 
this  time.  Please  send  much  needed  prayers  and  if  possible,  your 
contributions  to  ISCO  so  they  can  continue  making  a difference  for  the 
families  on  BM. 

Flaa  ' gooh  ' o ' ne ' t , Daniel  Zapata 
Peabody  Watch  AZ./  EU-BM  Lobbying  Group 


Date:  Sat,  28  Nov  1998  13:34:17  -0800 

From:  Media  Island  International  <mii@olywa . net> 

Sub j : "Notice  to  Vactate"  & Nav.  Times  article  11/12 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  letter  given  to  14  HPL  residents  (4  to  one 
family  alone!)  by  agents  of  the  Office  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  Indian 
Relocation,  the  O.N.H.I.R.  That  there  even  exists  such  an  office  is  an 
abomination.  It  was  faxed  to  us  along  with  a copy  of  the  article  from  the 
Navajo  Times  from  Nov.  12,  1998,  also  below. 

There  is  not  now,  nor  has  there  ever  been,  any  defendable  justification  for 
the  nightmarish  war  being  waged  on  these  traditional  people.  Please  keep 
up  all  your  efforts  to  educate  and  prepare  and  act  at  the  request  of  the 
Elders.  Sorry  this  is  not  in  a more  'action  alert'  format-  more  when  we  get 
it . 

-Dimmy  at  Media  Island  Int'l 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

(seal)  UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

OFFICE  OF  NAVADO  AND  HOPI  INDIAN  RELOCATION 

Christopher  3.  Bavasi 
Executive  Director 

Date:  11-18-98 

(name  of  addressee) 

Dear  M. , 


NOTICE  OF  NEED  TO  IMMEDIATELY  REQUEST  RELOCATION  BENEFITS 

You  did  not  apply  for  relocation  benefits  by  Duly  7,  1986.  Our  records  also 
show  that  you  are  a full  time  resident  of  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  (HPL) 
and  potentially  subject  to  relocation.  The  purpose  of  this  notice  is  to 


inform  you  of  your  choices  under  the  law,  regulations  and  agreements  that 
control  your  eligibility  for  relocation  benefits.  If  you  have  not  signed  an 
Accommodation  Agreement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  you  have  30  days  from  receipt 
of  this  notice  in  which  to  fill  out  a Request  for  Eligibility  Determination 
form.  The  O.N.H.I.R.  staff  person  who  gives  you  this  offer  will  help  you 
complete  this  form  or  you  can  do  so  within  30  days  by  contacting  Joseph 
Shelton  at  our  office  at  1 800  321  3114,  extension  151  to  set  an 
appointment  to  do  so. 

If  you  do  nor  fill  out  a Request  for  Eligibility  Determination  and  provide 
the  documents,  the  O.N.H.I.R..  will  make  a decision  on  your  eligibility 
based  on  available  information  and  documents. 

If  the  O.N.H.I.R  decides  that  you  are  eligible  for  relocation  benefits  you 
will  be  contacted  promptly  to  make  arrangements  for  your  relocation.  If  you 
do  not  agree  to  work  with  the  O.N.H.I.R.  to  choose  a feasible  relocation 
site  for  your  relocation  house,  O.N.H.I.R.  will  provide  you  a house  on  the 
New  Lands.  If  you  do  not  voluntarily  move  to  this  house,  you  will  lose  your 
right  to  be  on  the  HPL  as  a person  "awaiting  relocation."  If  you  have  held 
a grazing  permit  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  that  permit  will 
be  canceled  and  you  will  be  subject  to  eviction  to  the  house  that  the 
O.N.H.I.R.  has  provided.  You  will  be  given  a Notice  to  Vacate  if  you 
continue  to  fail  or  refuse  to  relocate.  Your  name  will  be  sent  to  the  U.S. 
Attorney  for  the  District  of  Arizona  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
to  the  Hopi  Tribe  for  action  as  they  deem  appropriate. 

If  the  O.N.H.I.R.  decides  you  that  you  are  not  eligible  for  relocation 
benefits,  you  will  be  notified.  The  notice  will  tell  you  about  your  appeal 
rights . 

I hope  that  we  can  be  helpful. 

Sincerely, 

(signed) 

Christopher  3.  Bavasi 

1998\471 . 

B 11-4-98 

(O.N.H.I.R.)  P.0.  Box  KK,  201  E.  Birch,  Flagstaff,  Arizona  86002  (520) 
779-2721  Fax  (520)  774-1977 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  following  is  an  article  from  the  Navajo  Times: 

ONHIR  issuing  notices  to  vacate  as  part  of  procedure 
Navajo  Times  Thursday,  Nov.  12,  1998 
By  WENDY  R.  YOUNG 
Special  to  Navajo  Times 

FLAGSTAFF  - "It  is  not  an  eviction  notice.  It  is  a notice  to  vacate," 
clarified  Office  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  Indian  Relocation  Deputy  Director  Mike 
McAlister.  "All  we're  doing  is  satisfying  our  regulations." 

Beginning  next  week,  federal  ONHIR  officials  will  begin  visiting  about  14 
residents  of  Dineh  homesites  on  the  Hopi  Partition  Land  where  no  eligible 
people  signed  into  an  Accommodation  Agreement  lease  with  the  Hopi  Tribe. 
ONHIR  officials  will  not  be  delivering  eviction  notices,  but  rather  a 
notice  which  allows  the  residents  30  days  to  decide  whether  to  relocate  or 
sign  an  AA.  After  the  30  days  have  passed,  ONHIR  officials  will  return 
again  to  deliver  a 90  day  "notice  to  vacate"  to  residents  who  still  have 
not  taken  any  legally  recognizable  action  towards  either  relocating  or 
signing  an  AA  lease. 

After  the  terms  of  the  30AAday  and  90AAday  notices,  a total  of  at  least 
120  days,  either  the  US  Justice  Department  or  the  Hopi  Tribe  can  decide 
whether  to  go  to  a federal  court  to  request  an  order  of  eviction  for  Dineh 
HPL  relocation  and  AA  resisters. 

"An  eviction  notice  must  be  issued  by  a court  of  competent  jurisdiction," 
McAlister  said.  In  this  case,  since  the  reservations  are  federal  trust 
land,  the  presiding  court  would  be  the  federal  court. 


Neither  the  US  Dustice  Department  nor  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  indicated 
whether  they  intend  to  follow  up  with  requests  to  federal  court  for 
eviction  notices.  McAlister  noted  that  if  those  parties  do  file  for 
eviction  notices,  Dineh  HPL  residents  of  homesites  without  an  AA  lease  will 
still  have  the  opportunity  to  fight  the  eviction  case  in  the  court. 

Katherine  Hazard,  US  Dustice  Department  attorney,  encourages  residents  of 
HPL  homesites  without  a lease  and  who  do  not  want  to  sign  an  AA  to  work 
with  ONHIR. 

"If  people  want  to  have  a voice  in  selecting  where  their  relocation  house 
is  going  to  be,  then  they  should  work  with  the  relocation  office  to  select 
a site,"  she  said.  "If  people  don't  cooperate  in  selecting  a relocation 
homesite,  a home  will  be  provided  in  the  New  Lands." 

ONHIR  recently  denied  certification  to  a number  of  AA  signers  who  applied 
for  relocation,  and  those  people  may  have  the  opportunity  to  appeal  those 
decisions.  After  February  1.  2000,  the  end  of  the  threeAAyear  trial  period 
for  the  AA,  ONHIR  will  no  longer  be  accepting  new  applications  for 
relocation . 

HPL  residents  with  our  without  an  AA  lease,  whether  or  not  they  have 
already  been  certified  to  relocate,  have  until  that  date  to  continue  with 
their  federal  relocation  procedures.  Anyone  still  intending  to  relocate 
through  ONHIR  must  take  action  before  February  1,  2000. 


Write  letters  to  and/or  call  and  fax: 

Hopi  Tribal  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor 
P.0.  Box  123,  Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039  USA 
001(520)  734  9497  Fax:  (520)  734  6665 

Rodney  McVey,  Superintendent 
Hopi  BIA  Agency 
P.0.  Box  158, 

Kearns  Canyon,  AZ  86034  USA 

001(520)  738  2225  & fax#  is:  (520)  738-2249 

UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT  OFFICE  OF  NAVADO  AND  HOPI  INDIAN  RELOCATION 
Christopher  D.  Bavasi,  Executive  Director 
P.0.  Box  KK,  201  E.  Birch, 

Flagstaff,  Arizona  86002  USA 

001(520)  779-2721  Fax  (520)  774-1977 

The  Phoenix  Regional  Office  of  the  BIA, 

Wayne  Nordwall,  Regional  Director 
P.0.  Box  10,  Phoenix,  AZ  85001  USA 
001(602)  379  6600  , fax:  (602)  379  3886 
email : wayne- nor dwall@mail . bia.gov 

(Phoenix  is  the  regional  office  for  the  BIA.) (His  men  are  making  threats 
and  enforcing  genocidal  confiscation  of  wood  and  wood  cutting  materials) 
They  are  forcibly  withholding  vital  life  sus 

materials  from  these  families.  We  must  stop  the  harassment  and  forcible 
relocation,  aka  genocide  of  the  traditional  Dineh  resisters.  Let  your 
voices  be  heard.  Cry  Out  for  Dustice  and  Take  Action!!!! 

Kelsey  Begaye,  President  of  the  Navajo  Nation 
P.O.  Box  9000, 

Window  Rock,  AZ  86515  USA 

001(520)  871  6352  = Fax:  (520)  871  4025 

(Request  a Congressional  Oversight  Committee  Investigation  on  the 
Relocation  Legislation.) 

Office  of  Navajo/Hopi  Land  Commission 
PO  Box  2549, 

Window  Rock, 

Arizona  86515  USA 

001(520)  871-6441/6446,  fax  (520)  871-7297 


(Request  a Congressional  Oversight  Committee  Investigation  on  the 
Relocation  Legislation.) 


Kevin  Grover,  Assistant  Secretary,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  1849  C St  NW, 

Washington  DC  20240  USA 

001(202) -208-7163,  fax  202-208-6334  [BIA] 

email : webmastr@snake2 .cr.usgs.gov 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbit 
Department  of  the  Interior,  1849  C Street 
N.W.,  Washington,  DC  20240  USA 
email  Bruce_Babbitt@IOS.DOI.GOV  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior:  exsec@ios.doi.gov 

Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell, 

Chair,  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

SR-380  Russell  Building,  Washington,  D.C.  20510  USA 

(Request  a Congressional  Oversight  Committee  Investigation  on  the 

Relocation  Legislation.) 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Cherokees  Preserving  Language"  

Date:  Tue,  01  Dec  1998  10:54:31  -0600 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  11-27-98 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Cherokees  preserving  language 

c.  Tulsa  World 

11/27/98 

CFIEROKEE,  N.C.  (AP)  --  Robert  Bushyhead  grew  up  speaking  Cherokee  and  has 
spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  working  to  keep  the  language  alive. 

Bushyhead,  85,  and  his  daughter  spend  each  weekday  at  a log  cabin  working 
on  the  Kituhwa  Language  Project,  an  effort  by  the  Eastern  Band  of  the 
Cherokee.  Kituhwa  is  one  of  the  principal  dialects  of  the  Cherokee 
language . 

"Dad  is  my  key  resource  person.  There  are  other  native  speakers  who  come 
in  and  help  a lot,  but  nobody  around  here  is  as  strong  in  both  Cherokee  and 
English  as  my  father,"  said  lean  Bushyhead,  the  project  director.  "Fie  hardly 
hears  anymore,  but  he  wants  to  help  any  way  he  can." 

The  project  started  in  1994  through  the  Cherokee  Central  School  system 
with  a combination  of  state,  federal  and  private  grant  money.  The  tribal 
government  took  over  financial  responsibility  for  the  project  in  1996  as  a 
part  of  its  then-new  cultural-resources  division. 

Recently,  the  Bushyheads  worked  on  a computerized-  voice  dictionary  of 
the  Cherokee  language.  The  dictionary,  which  contains  about  2,000  entries, 
features  the  pronunciation  of  a word  in  both  Cherokee  and  English  by 
Bushyhead  or  one  of  the  other  native  speakers  working  with  the  project.  The 
word  is  then  used  in  a sentence  to  provide  context. 

While  making  an  entry  in  the  computerized  dictionary,  Robert  Bushyhead 
often  repeats  the  word  or  phrase  several  times  to  make  sure  he  gets  the 
pronunciation  exactly  right.  In  spoken  Cherokee,  a word  or  phrase's  meaning 
can  change  with  even  a slight  shift  in  tone  by  the  speaker. 

"Inflection  is  so  important.  Change  the  inflection  and  you've  said 
something  other  than  what  you  wanted,"  he  said. 

Bushyhead,  like  most  members  of  his  generation,  learned  to  speak  Cherokee 
as  his  first  language.  However,  because  children  at  that  time  would  be 


punished  by  teachers  at  the  reservation ' s government  boarding  school  if 
they  spoke  Cherokee,  the  language  began  to  be  replaced  by  English  in  daily 
conversation . 

"Many  of  the  older  ones  didn't  teach  their  children  so  their  kids  wouldn't 
have  to  go  through  what  they  did  at  school,"  Bushyhead  said. 

Lessons  now  for  the  Cherokee  Central  School  System  feature  a native 
speaker,  with  a wolf  puppet  and  some  children.  Videotapes  ensure  that  the 
elementary-school  students  get  a daily  dose  of  Cherokee. 

Although  resuscitating  the  language  has  been  tedious  work,  lean  Bushyhead 
said  that  she  and  her  father  are  encouraged  by  the  progress  they  have  seen. 

"The  younger  kids  don't  have  any  trouble  with  the  pronunciation,"  she 
said.  "They  just  blurt  it  out  and  don't  worry  about  it.  If  you  speak  to 
them  in  Cherokee,  they'll  speak  back." 

"RE : Yankton  Sioux  Tribal  Court  Issues  Injunction"  

Date:  Tue,  01  Dec  1998  10:54:31  -0600 
From:  "lohn  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  11-27-98 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Yankton  Sioux  Tribal  Court  issues  injunction  against  new  leaders 
c.  AP 
11-23-98 

WAGNER,  S.D.  (AP)  The  Yankton  Sioux  Tribal  Court  has  issued  a temporary 
injunction  against  those  who  took  office  after  two  leaders  were  ousted. 

On  Nov.  14  the  general  council  suspended  the  tribe's  Business  and  Claims 
Committee  Chairman  Steven  Cournoyer  Ir.  and  Vice  Chairman  Robert  Cournoyer 
for  alleged  violations  of  the  tribe's  constitution  and  bylaws. 

Pro-tern  Chairman  Ellsworth  Chytka,  of  Lake  Andes,  said  there  was  concern 
about  significant  pay  raises  for  members  of  the  committee,  which  is  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  tribal  government. 

But  in  a ruling  issued  Friday,  the  tribal  court  said  the  tribe's  general 
council  did  not  follow  the  proper  procedure  in  publicizing  the  meeting 
during  which  the  leaders  were  suspended. 

"Immediate  and  irreparable  harm  may  come  to  the  Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  if 
there  is  confusion  over  authority  of  the  committee  and  its  members  to  act 
on  behalf  of  the  tribe,"  the  court  wrote  in  its  decision. 

The  court  said  the  Cournoyers  were  back  in  office,  but  they  cannot  vote 
on  any  matter  relating  to  the  injunction  or  the  defendants,  including 
Chytka . 


"RE;  clergymen  Arrive  With  Chiapas  Aid"  

Date:  Tue,  01  Dec  1998  10:54:31  -0600 
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Clergymen  Arrive  With  Chiapas  Aid 
c.  AP 

November  26,  1998 

SAN  CRISTOBAL  DE  LAS  CASAS,  Mexico  (AP)  --  Thirty  American  clergymen  have 
traveled  to  the  southern  state  of  Chiapas  to  deliver  supplies  and  medicine 
to  those  who  sympathize  with  Zapatista  rebels. 

Lucius  Walker,  a spokesman  for  the  Chicago-based  Pastors  for  Peace,  said 
12  tons  of  aid  will  be  distributed  in  towns  where  support  for  the  rebels 
runs  high,  including  in  Chenalho,  Altamirano,  Las  Margaritas  and  San 
Andres  Larrainzar.  The  clergymen  arrived  Wednesday. 


Mexican  law  bans  foreigners  from  participating  in  domestic  politics  and 
the  Mexican  government  has  imposed  travel  restrictions  on  foreigners  in 
Chiapas . 

Dozens  of  foreign  political  activists  and  observers  were  expelled 
earlier  this  year  under  allegations  that  they  had  interfered  in  the  rebel 
conflict . 

In  February,  Mexico  deported  the  former  director  of  Pastors  for  Peace, 

Tom  Hansen,  saying  that  he  had  violated  terms  of  his  visa.  Nevertheless, 
Walker  said  his  group  this  time  had  permission  to  speak  to  Indian  leaders 
and  government  officials. 

"We  are  not  categorized  as  observers,  but  as  pastors  we  are  not  deaf  nor 
blind  and  we  will  try  to  see  and  listen  to  what  is  happening,"  he  said. 

The  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army  staged  a week  long  uprising  in 
January  1994  to  seek  greater  rights  for  the  state's  impoverished  Indians. 

The  rebels  themselves  have  remained  hidden  in  Chiapas'  Lacandona  jungle. 

Earlier  this  week,  rebel  negotiators  ended  their  latest  round  of  peace 
talks  with  the  government  with  no  conclusive  outcome. 

"RE : Presentation  by  Enlace  Civil  Regarding  War  Displaced"  

Date:  Tue,  01  Dec  1998  16:33:45  -0800 
From:  NCDM  <moonlight@igc . org> 

Sub j : Presentation  by  Enlace  Civil,  A.C. 

UUCP  email 

Presentation  by  Enlace  Civil,  A.C.,  to  the  Encuentro  between  Civil  Society 
and  the  EZLN, 

November  19,  1998 

THE  WAR  DISPLACED  AND  MILITARIZATION  IN  CHIAPAS 

The  Mexican  government  has  not  resolved  the  structural  causes  of  injustice 
and  inequality  which  gave  rise  to  the  armed  conflict  in  Chiapas.  Instead, 
it  has  opted  for  the  growing  militarization  of  all  the  rural  areas,  which 
has  led  not  only  to  the  violation  of  individual  rights,  but  also  to  the 
systematic  violation  of  the  collective  rights  of  the  indigenous 
communities . 

A State  of  Law  should  fulfill  the  following  points: 

Respect  the  precepts  which  derive  from  the  Constitution,  the 
Supreme  Law  of  the  country,  whose  observance  involves  not  only  that 
the  governed  should  be  subject  to  legislation,  but  that,  primarily,  the 
authorities  should  be  subordinate,  and  carry  out  their  activities,  in 
conformity  with  the  law. 

The  unrestricted  respect  for  the  division  of  Powers,  and  the 
fundamental  aim  of  protecting  and  guaranteeing  respect  for  Human 
Rights . 

Militarization  and  Paramilitarization 

The  number  of  Mexican  Army  troops  in  the  state  of  Chiapas  is  estimated 
to  be  70,000,  almost  a third  of  the  entire  national  army  (figures  from  the 
National  Intermediation  Commission,  March  of  1998). 

The  counterinsurgency  orders  established  by  the  Federal  Army,  as  the 
Department  of  National  Defense's  "Chiapas  Campaign  Plan  1994"  makes 
explicit,  notes  as  a key  objective:  "The  breaking  of  the  support 
relationship  which  exists  between  the  population  and  the  transgressors  of 
the  law." 

On  December  22,  1998,  in  Acteal,  municipality  of  Chenalho,  45  indigenous 
persons  were  assassinated  in  cold  blood  by  paramilitary  groups,  created 
under  the  protection  of  the  militarization.  The  Mexican  government 
considered  this  massacre  to  be  a consequence  of  "intra  and  inter-community 
conflicts",  and,  instead  of  pursuing  the  guilty  and  holding  them 
responsible,  it  exploited  it  in  order  to  reinforce  the  military  presence  in 
the  entire  state. 

The  chiapaneco  indigenous  communities  have  suffered  the  excesses  of  the 


groups  which  make  up  the  so-called  Mixed  Operations  Bases  (BOM),  which 
include  the  Federal  Army,  the  State  Public  Security  agencies,  the  State  and 
Federal  Dudicial  Police,  in  addition  to  the  immigration  police,  most 
specifically  in  those  places  where  there  are  Zapatista  Army  of  National 
Liberation  (EZLN)  sympathizers. 

The  consequences  of  this  practice  have  been  the  forced  displacement  of 
the  population  in  various  municipalities,  which  has  risen  to  20,000,  and 
the  proliferation  of  the  paramilitary  bands. 

In  Chiapas  there  is  not  a state  of  law,  but  rather  a state  of  latent  war. 
Daily  life  is  affected  in  all  arenas  by  the  military  omnipresence  and  by 
the  threat  of  incursions,  detentions,  assassinations  and  rapes. 

Freedom  of  movement  does  not  exist  in  Chiapas:  the  military,  police 
and  paramilitary  checkpoints  prevent  the  campesinos  suspected  of  being 
zapatistas  from  moving  about  the  roads. 

Prostitution  and  drug  addiction,  nonexistent  prior  to  1994,  are  leading 
to  the  breakdown  of  indigenous  communities  close  to  the  military  camps. 
Illnesses  previously  unknown  to  the  campesinos,  such  as  AIDS,  are  spreading 
with  the  soldiers'  presence.  Involuntary  pregnancies,  the  destruction  of 
the  nuclear  family,  abuse  and  the  selling  of  women  - are  some  of  the 
consequences  of  this  state  of  war. 

United  States  congressperson,  Bobby  Rush,  after  a trip  to  the  indigenous 
communities  of  Chiapas,  indignantly  exclaimed  last  Dune:  "When  the  schools 
are  turned  into  barracks,  democracy  is  a farce". 

THE  WAR  DISPLACED  OF  THE  SELVA 

With  the  February  9,  1995  military  offensive,  and  the  army's  incursion 
into  the  Selva  Lacandona,  thousands  of  indigenous  rebel  sympathizers,  or 
those  opposed  to  the  official  party,  took  refuge  in  the  mountains  in  order 
to  avoid  repression..  The  majority  of  them  managed  to  return  to  their 
villages  a little  later,  when  the  army  left  their  villages  and  established 
themselves  on  the  roads.  But  in  some  parts  of  the  canadas,  the  army  never 
withdrew:  such  is  the  case  in  Guadalupe  Tepeyac,  where  the  army  set  up  two 
large  barracks  and  checkpoints.  The  residents  of  Guadalupe  have  still  not 
been  able  to  return  to  their  homes  and  are  living  in  refuge  in  the  selva, 
in  a new  village.  They  have  paid  dearly  for  having  been  the  rebel  capital 
during  1994. 

Currently,  2000  persons  (according  to  surveys  made  by  Enlace  Civil,  A.C.) 
still  remain  in  refuge  away  from  their  homes,  in  other  towns  in  the  Selva 
Lacandona . 

THE  WAR  DISPLACED  OF  THE  NORTHERN  ZONE 

At  the  end  of  1995,  with  the  San  Andres  talks  consolidated  and  with  the 
entire  state  militarized,  the  government  begins  a dirty  and  shameless  war 
by  the  hands  of  the  paramilitary  groups.  In  the  Northern  zone,  the  Peace 
and  Dustice  paramilitary  group  brings  death  and  terror  to  the  campesino 
EZLN  sympathizers  and  Democratic  Revolutionary  Party  (PRD)  activists. 
Thousands  of  chol  indigenous  flee  from  their  communities.  Along  the  roads 
and  the  highways.  Peace  and  Dustice  establishes  checkpoints  parallel  with 
those  of  the  Mexican  army  and  prevents  freedom  of  movement  with  absolute 
impunity.  Only  those  opposed  to  the  government  and  zapatista  support  bases 
are  detained  and  jailed.  The  Cerro  Hueco  jail,  in  the  capital  of  Chiapas, 
Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  is  filled  with  zapatista  sympathizers  and  "The  Voice  of 
Cerro  Hueco"  prisoners  organization  is  born. 

As  a consequence  of  Peace  and  Dustice' s impunity,  5000  indigenous  in  the 
Northern  zone  abandon  their  villages  and  are  living  in  refuge. 

THE  DISPLACED  OF  LOS  ALTOS  OF  CHIAPAS 

From  the  time  the  San  Andres  dialogue  was  interrupted,  in  September  of 
1996,  the  same  counterinsurgency  strategy  as  in  the  Northern  zone,  began  in 
Los  Altos  of  Chiapas,  implemented  by  the  army  and  the  police.  PRI  youths 
are  recruited  and  trained,  and  special  benefits  are  offered  to  those  who 
participate  in  the  newly  formed  paramilitary  groups.  Little  by  little, 
fear  and  coercion  begin  to  claim  their  first  victims:  thousands  of 
indigenous  families  are  displaced  from  their  communities,  for  not  wanting, 
or  being  able,  to  pay  the  fees  charged  by  the  paramilitaries , after 


repeated  death  threats  and  the  firing  of  intimidating  shots.  Their  houses 
are  burned,  their  harvests  looted.  The  number  of  war  displaced  in  the 
municipality  of  Chenalho  grows  at  a horrifying  rate  during  1997,  without 
the  government  taking  any  action. 

The  Acteal  massacre  was  a massacre  foretold.  Forty-five  persons,  the 
majority  women  and  children,  members  of  Las  Abejas  civil  organization,  died 
at  the  hands  of  paramilitaries . 

The  news  of  the  massacre  spread  throughout  the  distraught  municipality  of 
Chenalho.  An  exodus  of  thousands  and  thousands  of  campesinos  began  after 
Acteal,  and  the  result  is  that  10,5000  persons  are  currently  living  in 
refugee  camps  around  Polho,  the  rebel  capital  of  this  municipality. 

With  each  government  offensive  against  the  Autonomous  Municipalities,  the 
number  of  displaced  grows. 

- On  April  11,  1998,  a military  and  police  operation  dismantled  the  seat  of 
the  Rebel  and  Autonomous  Municipality  of  Ricardo  Flores  Magon,  in  the 
community  of  Taniperla.  This  operation  left  dozens  detained  and 
imprisoned,  foreigners  expelled  from  the  country  and  hundreds  of  men 
displaced  in  the  mountains. 

On  May  1,  1998,  a similar  operation  attacked  the  Autonomous  Municipality 
of  Tierra  y Libertad,  on  the  Guatemala  border.  The  establishment  of  the 
police  and  the  military  in  the  towns,  and  the  constant  patrols  and 
checkpoints,  led  dozens  of  families  to  seek  refuge  away  from  their  homes  and 
villages . 

- On  Dune  10,  1998,  the  police  and  army,  along  with  some  paramilitaries, 
attacked  the  Autonomous  Municipality  of  San  Duan  de  la  Libertad,  and 
assassinated  9 campesinos.  The  women  and  children  fled  to  the  mountains, 
terrorized.  And  so  the  numbers  of  the  displaced  increase. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The  indigenous  communities  of  Chiapas  are  suffering  the  consequences  of 
the  low  intensity  war  being  carried  out  against  them,  which  is  expressed 
through  the  high  level  of  militarization,  the  appearance  of  paramilitary 
groups  and  the  forced  displacement  of  the  people. 

The  Human  Rights  violations  are  not  happening  in  isolation:  they  are 
provoked  by  the  state  of  conflict  and  the  climate  of  violence  which  prevail 
in  the  State.  The  indigenous  communities  are  living  in  resistance  under 
psychological  torture  by  the  military  agencies. 

IT  IS  FOR  THIS  THAT  IT  IS  NECESSARY  FOR  THE  MEXICAN  NATION  TO  DEMAND  AND  TO 
PROMOTE  THE  RENEWAL  OF  A DIGNIFIED  PEACE  PROCESS,  WHICH  WILL  END  THE  DIRTY 
AND  CONTINUOUS  WAR  WHICH  THE  INDIGENOUS  COMMUNITIES  OF  CHIAPAS  ARE 
SUFFERING. 


"RE : Drug  War  Casualty"  

Date:  Tue,  01  Dec  1998  00:48:59  -0600 
From:  AKICITA  <Akicita@nstar . net> 

Sub j : I lost  my  job  today. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Some  of  you  know  that  I was  the  supervisor  for  the  Shawnee  Tribe's 
drug  prevention  program  for  tribal  housing.  Our  program  did  anti-drug 
education,  elder  outreach,  cultural  preservation,  arts,  counseling, 
domestic  violence  prevention,  nutrition  counseling,  homework  assistance, 
and  social  programs  with  residents  of  Indian  housing.  We  all  know  how 
under-served  Indians  are  in  rural  areas. 

Well,  all  that  came  to  a screeching  halt  today.  The  simple  fact  is  that 
our  funding  has  been  pulled,  and  we  had  no  warning.  In  fact,  this  is  yet 
another  casualty  of  Republican  budget  cuts  for  Indian  programs  and  drug 
prevention  grants.  HUD,  who  funded  us,  called  our  program  "one  of  the 
most  exemplary  and  praiseworthy  programs  we've  funded,"  and  our  housing 
manager  praised  us  as  some  of  the  most  ethical  and  effective  workers  in 
our  area  of  concentration.  The  best  rewards  I ever  got  were  the  drawings 
and  candy  the  kids  brought  us  as  gifts  after  we'd  helped  them,  and  one 
elder  gave  me  a hug  and  said  "Bless  you!  You're  helping  us  and  you're 


not  stealing  from  Indian  people!" 

I am  writing  these  things  not  to  brag,  but  to  remember  the  triumphs  that 
we  Indians  accomplished  in  an  age  of  struggle.  The  program  was  not  MY 
program,  it  was  a collaboration  between  many  people,  like  tipi  poles 
that  depend  on  one  another  to  make  something  strong. 

Today,  without  warning,  we  were  told  that  our  positions  were  no  longer 
funded,  effective  immediately.  Our  town  has  NO  other  comparable  services 
for  Indian  people.  We  were  the  sole  source  of  medical  transportation  for 
many,  and  the  sole  force  to  promote  sobriety  and  cultural  pride  in  a 
run-down  town.  Now  there  is  nothing. 

I am  hurt  and  angry.  I was  angry  to  hear  Newt  Gingrich  give  his 
stepping-down  speech  which  said  "we  need  to  spend  less  money  on  drug 
wars  and  more  money  on  drug  prevention"--when  HE  led  the  party  that  cut 
prevention  funds,  John  McCain  (R-AZ)  was  right:  "Indian  people  are 
taking  it  in  the  neck." 

That  town  is  suffering,  and  kids  were  just  starting  to  respond  to  our 
message  and  change  how  they  were  living  their  lives.  We  are  in  the  grip 
of  alcohol  and  drug  abuse,  with  no  remaining  defense.  We  were  the 
Shawnee  tribes  ONLY  anti-drug  program. 

I think  prayers  are  needed.  I need  your  help.  I am  paralyzed  with  shock 
and  hurt,  and  I hope  you  can  understand  my  need  for  your  prayers.  I'm 
not  wanting  to  impose  on  your  time  by  asking  for  lengthy  replies  or 
anything,  just  a note  of  prayer  and  maybe  put  some  kinnikinnic  outside 
for  me  tonight. 

"RE : Oneida  Buy  Indian  Country  Today"  

Date:  98-12-04  11:20:32  EST 

Sub j : N.Y.  Tribe  Buys  Indian  Newspaper 

From:  AOL  News 

N.Y.  Tribe  Buys  Indian  Newspaper 
.c  The  Associated  Press 

SIOUX  FALLS,  S.D.  (AP)  --  Indian  Country  Today,  one  of  the  only  American 
Indian  newspapers  financed  independently  of  a tribe,  has  been  sold  to  a 
wealthy  New  York  state  tribe  that  owns  a thriving  casino. 

The  sale  of  the  weekly  paper  was  announced  Thursday  by  publisher  Tim 
Giago.  The  purchase  price  was  not  disclosed. 

Giago,  a member  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe,  started  the  newspaper  as  the 
Lakota  Times  in  1981.  It  was  sold  at  all  reservations  in  South  Dakota, 
North  Dakota,  Nebraska  and  Montana.  The  paper  changed  its  name  in  1992, 
and  later  opened  bureaus  in  New  Mexico  and  Washington  state,  to  reflect 
its  intent  to  serve  a national  tribal  readership. 

Ray  Halbritter,  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation, 
which  purchased  the  newspaper,  said  the  paper's  editorial  goals  will 
include  addressing  the  mass  media's  stereotypes  of  American  Indians.  He 
said  he  hopes  it  will  be  a voice  for  all  American  Indians. 

His  tribe  operates  the  Turning  Stone  Casino,  a resort  near  Syracuse,  N.Y 
, popular  not  just  for  its  gambling  but  for  its  many  retail  shops, 
restaurants  and  285-room  luxury  hotel. 

He  said  the  tribe  has  set  up  an  independent  corporation  to  run  the  paper 

"It  is  important  to  keep  tribal  politics  out  of  it,"  Halbritter  said. 

"It  is  our  goal  to  maintain  it  as  an  objective,  credible  newspaper.  If 
it's  not  perceived  as  objective  and  credible,  it  cannot  succeed." 

However,  Linda  Kenney,  communications  professor  at  the  University  of 
North  Dakota  in  Grand  Forks,  N.D.,  said  the  newspaper  may  lose  its  unique 
voice . 

"Tim  has  had  the  luxury  of  scolding  people  and  talking  his  mind  and 
saying  whatever  he  wants,"  she  said.  "I  don't  think  that  could  happen 
under  a tribally  run  paper." 

Giago  said  he  would  remain  with  the  paper  for  six  months  and  as  a 
consultant  for  three  years. 

He  said  the  tribe  plans  to  keep  the  South  Dakota  office  but  may  move  the 
main  operation  to  New  York  state  next  year.  The  tribe  also  plans  to  reopen 
its  news  bureau  in  Washington  and  hire  more  employees,  he  said. 
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"RE ; New  Innu  Nation  President"  

Date:  Thu,  3 Dec  1998  07:59:57  -0330 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : News:  CBC  National  feature  on  new  Innu  Nation  president 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

[For  those  of  you  with  RealPlayer  capabilities  on  your  browsers,  CBC  Online 
has  the  video  footage  for  this  interview  on  their  www  site: 
http: //www. newsworld . cbc . ca /cgi- bin /tempi ate s/ view. cgi?/ 
news/ 1998/12/02/ innu981202 

In  the  full  clip,  the  reporter  also  congratulates  the  Innu  for  'ending 
low-level  flying  over  their  territory'  in  the  report.  This,  of  course, 
hasn't  happened.  At  least  not  yet.  - ed] 

New  Innu  leader  overcomes  criminal  past 
WebPosted  Wed  Dec  2 21:55:16  1998 

SHESHATSFIILI,  LABRADOR  - David  Nuke  is  the  new  leader  of  the  Innu  nation. 

He  took  on  the  role  this  week.  But  it's  a job  he  got  in  spite  of  his  past.. 

New  leader  has  lengthy  criminal  record  Nuke  has  an  extensive  criminal 
record,  with  more  than  twenty  convictions,  including  rape,  assault  robbery, 
forgery  and  fraud. 

It's  not  a past  he's  proud  of,  but  he  doesn't  shy  away  from  it  either.  "I 
have  nothing  to  hide,"  he  told  CBC  News,  "my  people  know  where  I came  from, 
what  my  life  was  like  and  to  grow  up  in  a small  community  everybody  knows 
about  me  and  yet  they  chose  me  to  be  their  leader." 

It  seems  people  in  his  hometown  see  him  as  more  of  a victim  than  a 
criminal;  a victim  of  alcoholism. 

In  fact.  Nuke  says  alcohol  was  behind  all  of  his  criminal  problems.  Now, 

though,  he  says  he's  been  sober  for  four  months,  and  that  he  plans  to  stay 

that  way. 

Even  the  man  who  lost  the  Innu  leadership  to  Nuke  hopes  things  work  out.  I 

don't  see  it  as  a big  issue."  says  Peter  Penashue  I think  it's  one  of  those 

things  that  you  just  have  to  put  the  past  behind  you." 

There  are  others  in  the  community  who  agree.  They  feel  that  Nuke's  history 
could  make  him  good  leader.  He's  experienced  the  problems  of  alcohol  and 
crime  first  hand,  overcome  them  and  moved  on. 

- "RE:  Gustafsen  Lake/A  Classic  Coverup  Continues"  

Date:  Sun,  6 Dec  1998  00:07:48  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen  Lake:  a classic  coverup  continues 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
GUSTAFSEN  LAKE:  A CLASSIC  COVERUP  CONTINUES 
The  Unacknowledged  Source,  University  of  Victoria  Graduate 
Students'  Society  Newspaper  for  December  1998.  gsscom@uvic . ca 
by 

c.  morabito 

More  than  three  years  after  the  largest  para-military  operation  in  Canadian 
history,  national  and  international  support  for  an  independent  public 
inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  continues  to  grow. 
Federal  NDP  leader  Alexa  McDonough,  National  Campus/Community  Radio 
Association  (NCRA),  Teaching  Support  Staff  Union  of  Simon  Fraser  University 
(TSSU),  the  UVic  Graduate  Students'  Society,  and  Victoria's  CUPE  Local  50 
are  some  of  the  latest  groups  to  demand  government  accountability  for  the 
actions  the  RCMP  and  army  took  against  18  people,  mostly  native,  to  remove 
them  from  the  Ts'peten  Sundance  site  on  unceded  Shuswap  territory  in  the 
summer  of  1995. 

Also,  Democracy  Street,  a group  comprised  of  APEC  protestors  has  formally 
expressed  outrage  over  the  abuses  of  power  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  In  an  Oct. 


29,  1998  letter  to  premiers  Clark  and  Harris,  and  Prime  Minister  Chretien, 
Democracy  Street  demanded  an  independent  public  inquiry  into  Gustafsen 
Lake,  Ipperwash,  and  APEC.  They  noted  that:  "Gustafsen  Lake  was  the  largest 
para-military  action  in  Canadian  history  and  a heinous  abuse  of  force  as 
77,000  rounds,  including  [internationally  prohibited]  hollow  point  bullets, 
were  fired  into  a small  group  of  traditional  Sundancers  occupying  unceded 
Shuswap  territory.  Armored  personnel  carriers  and  land  mines  were  deployed. 
Yet  according  to  Premier  Glen  Clark,  in  his  response  to  CUPE  Local  50 
(shown  below),  the  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake  were  dealt  with  appropriately 
by  the  criminal  justice  system." 

Anthony  Hall,  a Native  Studies  professor  from  the  University  of 
Lethbridge,  disagrees.  He  wrote  in  the  April  1997  Canadian  Forum  that: 

"The  allegations  of  police  and  government  wrong-doings  are  so  serious  that 
there  is  no  question  there  should  be  a public  inquiry  into  whether  or  not 
the  rule  of  law  was  respected." 

Bill  Lightbown,  co-founder  of  the  United  Native  Nations  and  spokesperson 
for  the  Ts'peten  Defence  Committee,  accuses  the  NDP  of  a massive  coverup  of 
the  crimes  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  the  RCMP  at  Gustafsen  Lake. 
According  to  Lightbown,  "The  NDP  provincial  government  cannot  ignore  its 
duty  to  the  Canadian  public  by  continuing  to  stonewall  the  requirement  for 
an  independent  public  inquiry  into  what  happened  at  Gustafsen  Lake."  Even 
the  federal  government  has  placed  the  responsibility  for  an  inquiry  onto 
the  province.  Recently  disgraced  Solicitor  General  Andy  Scott,  in  a Sept 
15,  1998  letter  responding  to  a demand  for  a public  inquiry,  wrote:  "As  you 
may  be  aware,  the  administration  of  justice  is  within  the  constitutional 
jurisdiction  of  provincial  governments...  Such  matters  fall  outside  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Solicitor  General  of  Canada...  I would  like  to  point 
out  that  all  levels  of  government  who  have  responsibility  for  law 
enforcement  concentrated  their  efforts  toward  a peaceful  resolution  of  the 
events  at  Gustafsen  Lake." 

It  seems,  then,  that  stonewalling  is  precisely  what  premier  Clark  and  the 
NDP  are  doing  now.  Last  March,  however,  Andrew  Petter,  Intergovernmental 
Affairs  Minister  for  BC,  insisted  that:  "The  provinces  do  not  have  the 
authority  to  make  inquiries  into  the  conduct  of  the  RCMP.  If  there  were  to 
be  such  an  inquiry,  it  would  come  more  from  the  federal  government."  If 
both  levels  of  government  are  going  to  play  hot  potato  with  Gustafsen  Lake, 
then  what  body  or  commission,  independent  of  state  power,  can  British 
Columbians  or  Canadians  rely  on  to  hold  governments  and  police  accountable 
for  crimes  against  humanity,  whether  committed  domestically  or 
internationally?  Some  people  believe  that  if  Canada  is  to  progress  as  a 
rule-of-law  nation,  it  must  openly  confront  its  past  and  present  in  some 
kind  of  Truth  Commission. 

South  Africa,  which  has  as  dark  and  ugly  a racist  history  as  Canada,  has 
recently  subjected  itself  to  a Truth  and  Reconciliation  Commission  to 
address  the  past  criminal  abuses  of  state  power  in  the  hope  of  preventing 
recurrence.  Canada,  however,  is  a settler  state  that  still  lives  in  denial 
of  its  genocidal  past  and  present.  As  well,  most  Canadians  know  little 
about  their  government's  Indian  policies,  or  that  the  policies  of  the 
present  are  a continuation  of  those  of  the  past;  or  even  that  this  land  is 
still  being  stolen  from  the  Indian  peoples,  who  remain  jurisdictionally 
sovereign  on  territories  not  purchased  by  Canada  through  treaty. 

A TREATY  is  a formal  agreement  between  two  or  more  sovereign  nations. 

Since  neither  British  Columbia  or  any  Indian  Act  Band  Council  constitutes  a 
sovereign  nation,  Canadians  don't  have  to  think  too  hard  to  understand  that 
the  modern  treaty-making  process  is  fraudulent  and  illegal.  And  in  the  face 
of  what  the  Canadian  and  BC  governments  have  admitted,  both  past  and 
present,  the  treaty  process  isn't  just  fraudulent  and  illegal,  but 
genocidal . 

In  1920,  Duncan  Campbell  Scott,  of  the  Dept,  of  Indian  Affairs,  stated  the 
Canadian  government's  intention  toward  Indian  peoples  with  amazing  honesty: 
"Our  object,"  he  said,  "is  to  continue  until  there  is  not  a single  Indian 
that  has  not  been  absorbed  into  the  body  politic  of  Canada  and  there  is  no 
more  Indian  question.  That  is  the  whole  purpose  of  our  legislation." 

In  1998,  the  information  used  to  sell  the  Nisga'a  Final  Agreement 
completely  and  proudly  affirms  this  genocidal  intention  by  declaring  that 


the  sovereign  Nisga'a  nation  will  be  reduced  to  the  equivalent  of  a 
municipality,  still  effectively  controlled  by  BC  and  Canada.  Since  most 
British  Columbians  are  unaware  of  the  international  and  constitutional  laws 
that  guarantees  Indian  sovereignty,  they  cannot  appreciate  the  genocidal 
triumph  of  the  Nisga'a  Final  Agreement  (NFA) . Even  the  right-wingers, 
either  for  appearance  or  their  own  ignorance  (or  bottomless  greed),  are 
complaining  that  the  Indians  are  getting  too  much.  And  the  left-wingers, 
through  their  own  ignorance,  insist  they  must  support  the  Nisga'a  Final 
Agreement  (i.e. demise  of  the  Nisga'a  nation),  because  the  right-wing 
appears  to  oppose  it.  Regardless,  few  non-Indians  understand  the  severity 
of  it  all;  however,  many  Indians  do  and  their  opposition  to  the  NFA  has 
been  effectively  silenced  by  mainstream  media. 

Saul  Terry  is  the  past  president  of  the  Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs. 

Recently  he  wrote  an  open  letter  to  all  Indian  peoples  and  Canadians  to 
explain  the  real  purpose  of  the  BC  treaty  process.  Terry  wrote:  "Treaties 
and  their  certainty  provisions  are  really  about  'TAKING  OUT'  (extinguishing) 
the  Indian  Nations.  Changing  Nations  to  mere  delegated  village  council  or 
federal  municipalities.  In  some  parts  of  the  world  it  is  now  called  ethnic 
cleansing" ...  It  is  practised  to  a much  more  subtle  level  upon  our  people 
but  it  is  still  genocide." 

Understood  in  this  context:  extinguishment,  the  simplicity  of  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  siege  burns  right  through  the  propaganda  and  misinformation 
that  criminalizes  any  native  resistance  to  Canadian  genocide.  Don't  natives, 
like  all  other  human  beings,  have  the  right  to  resist  policies  that  seek  to 
destroy  them  quickly  through  violence,  or  slowly  through  legislation? 

Hasn't  the  United  Nations  declared  decolonization  and  self-determination  an 
internationally  recognized  right  of  all  peoples? 

Before  the  RCMP  began  their  assault  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  they  were  informed 
their  attempts  to  evict  the  Indians  from  the  Ts'peten  Sundance  camp  would 
be  illegal  according  to  international  and  constitutional  law.  In  a letter 
Aug.  8,  1995,  the  lawyer  for  the  Indians,  Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  wrote  to  RCMP 
Staff  Sgt  Sarich  that:  "The  domestic  courts  from  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  on  down  are  just  refusing  to  address  the  law  because  it  finds  them 
personally  guilty  of  complicity  in  treason,  fraud  and  genocide.  Those 
courts  have  assumed  a jurisdiction  that  clearly  and  plainly  they  do  not 
lawfully  enjoy,  and  have  exercised  the  usurped  jurisdiction  to  implement 
domestic  laws'  which  are  in  fact  not  laws  but  crimes."  Dr.  Clark,  an 
internationally  renowned  authority  on  international  and  constitutional  law 
pertaining  to  Indian  peoples,  went  on  to  write:  "My  clients  and  I now  turn 
to  you,  the  police,  for  protection  against  a legal  establishment  that  in 
willful  blindness  has  set  its  face  against  the  rule  of  law.  There  is  no 
middle  ground.  You  may  choose  just  to  follow  orders  that  are  criminal  or, 
alternatively,  to  defend  the  rule  of  law  against  those  orders." 

The  RCMP  responded  by  just  following  the  orders  of  the  BC  government, 
namely  BC  Attorney  General  and  Human  Rights  Minister,  who  at  the  time  of 
the  standoff  said  he  was  "in  constant  contact  with  the  RCMP." 

The  RCMP  would  soon  declare  war  on  the  Indians  and  proceed,  with  massive 
force,  to  attempt  to  kill  the  men,  women,  children  and  elders  at  Gustafsen 
Lake,  and  to  set  an  example  for  Indians  in  general  about  the  dangerous 
consequences  of  challenging  the  continuing  colonialism  and  genocidal 
control  of  the  Canadian  settler-state.  The  federal  and  provincial 
governments  both  rejected  any  involvement  by  an  impartial,  independent, 
international  adjudication  process  to  settle  the  conflict  at  Gustafsen 
Lake.  They  even  rejected  the  presence  of  neutral  peacekeepers  because  both 
the  BC  and  Canadian  governments  know  BC  has  been  in  violation  of 
international  and  constitutional  law  for  most  of  its  history.  This  is  why 
Ujjal  Dosanjh  responded  to  the  possibility  of  outside  observers  with  the 
infamous  declaration:  "There  shall  be  no  alien  intervention  into  the 
affairs  of  this  state." 

Dosanjh,  like  all  other  politicians,  knows  that  in  an  independent  court, 
the  legal  arguments  of  the  Indians  could  not  be  suppressed.  The  domestic 
system  has  effectively  silenced  these  arguments  for  decades,  and  in  the 
subsequent  court  processes  relating  to  the  Gustafsen  Lake  siege,  the  BC 
judiciary  revealed  that  it  is  capable  of  anything.  Irregularities,  not 
believed  possible  in  any  jurisdiction,  were  legion  in  the  barely  reported 


8-month  trial.  Irregularities  such  as  denying  several  defendants  their 
counsel  of  choice.  Dr.  Bruce  Clark.  Though  this  is  an  internationally 
recognized  human  right,  virtually  nobody  in  Canada  said  anything  about  this 
violation.  Surely  it  is  worth  asking  why  this  was  so. 

But  before  the  trial.  Dr.  Clark  was  assaulted  in  judge  Nick  Friesen's 
court  for  attempting  to  represent  his  clients:  the  first  Indians  who  came 
out  of  Gustafsen  Lake.  He  was  also  subjected  to  an  RCMP  smear  campaign  in 
an  effort  to  discredit  his  legal  arguments;  and  in  the  spring  of  1997  he 
was  imprisoned  for  three  months  by  Judge  Friesen  for  refusing  to  recant  his 
jurisdictional  arguments  and  indictments  of  the  domestic  crown  courts.  Dr. 
Clark  recently  called  BC,  "A  theatre  of  the  absurd  operating  totally 
outside  the  rule  of  law." 

Historically,  the  BC  judiciary,  when  dealing  with  Indian  issues,  has 
lied  outright  and  contradicted  itself  repeatedly  in  order  to  stonewall  the 
challenges  to  its  jurisdiction.  This  was  clear  again  during  the  Gustafsen 
Lake  trial  when  William  Ignace,  known  better  by  his  Shuswap  name. 

Wolverine,  challenged  the  jurisdiction  of  the  BC  courts.  Ignace  cited  the 
Indian  Provision  of  the  Royal  Proclamation  Act  of  1763  (partially  shown 
below),  which  clearly  states  that  until  an  Indian  territory  has  been 
purchased  by  the  Crown,  non-Indians  cannot  legally  occupy  land,  never  mind 
subject  Indians  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Crown.  The  Gustafsen  trial 
judge,  Bruce  Josephson,  eventually  disallowed  all  defence  arguments  before 
sequestering  the  jury. 

Months  later,  the  BC  Court  of  Appeal  would  respond  to  Ignace' s legal 
challenge  by  maintaining:  "The  Royal  Proclamation  has  never  applied  to  this 
Province,  the  appellants  cannot  rely  upon  the  Royal  Proclamation  as  support 
for  their  position." 

On  November  11,  1998,  the  Vancouver  Sun  reported  that  Prime  Minister 
Chretien,  after  promising  to  quickly  implement  the  Nisga'a  Final  Agreement, 
said:  "It  [the  NFA]  is  an  important  thing....  I believe  in  it  personally 
and  it  is  an  obligation  of  the  government  and  it  is  a constitutional 
obligation  [the  Royal  Proclamation].  . . that  the  King  of  England  gave  us 
in  1763."  This  from  a man,  who  in  his  1985  autobiography.  Straight  from  the 
Heart  said  that  his  time  as  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  [under  Trudeau  in 
1969]  was  "like  being  one  of  the  last  emperors  of  North  America."  No  wonder 
the  Indians  have  demanded  their  cases  be  argued  in  an  independent  court. 

In  a Report  from  the  Federal  Minister  of  Justice  to  BC,  dated  January  19, 
1875,  in  which  BC  was  informed  of  the  illegality  of  its  policies  toward 
Indian  lands,  Canada  quoted  to  BC  the  entire  Royal  Proclamation  Act  and 
then  said:  "Considering  then,  these  several  features  of  the  case,  that  no 
surrender  or  cession  of  their  territorial  rights,  whether  the  same  be  of  a 
legal  or  equitable  nature,  has  been  ever  executed  by  the  Indian  tribes  of 
the  Province,  that  they  allege  that  the  reservations  of  land  made  by  the 
Government  for  their  use  have  been  arbitrarily  so  made,  and  are  totally 
inadequate  to  their  support  and  requirements,  and  without  their  assent, 
they  are  not  averse  to  hostilities  in  order  to  enforce  rights  which  it  is 
impossible  to  deny  them...." 

Apparently,  over  the  last  century  BC  has  found  it  pretty  easy  to  deny 
Indians  their  constitutional  rights  because  Canada,  legally  obligated  to 
guarantee  such  rights,  and  to  protect  Indian  territories  from  encroachment 
by  its  provinces,  has  treasonably  assisted  and  collaborated  with  the 
genocide  in  BC  instead  of  stopping  it. 

In  an  Aug  24,  1995  interview  on  CHNL  Radio,  Kamloops,  RCMP  Sgt.  Peter 
Montague,  who  was  the  media  liaison  during  Gustafsen  Lake,  said:  "Basically 
the  very  foundations  that  Canadian  society  are  built  on,  are  threatened 
here  and  the  RCMP  is  well  aware  of  that." 

The  RCMP  were  created  125  years  ago  for  the  express  purpose  of  putting 
down  Indian  resistance  to  settlers  spreading  west,  so  the  seriousness  of 
Montague's  statement  cannot  be  disregarded.  Genocidal  policies  are  never 
accidental  but  they  are  rarely  as  openly  celebrated  by  politicians  as  they 
are  in  Canada. 

So  now,  here  we  are,  three  years  after  Gustafsen  Lake.  Indian  peoples  are 
still  under  siege  by  British  Columbia  through  a fraudulent  treaty  process 
that  seeks  to  legitimize  the  theft  of  sovereign  Indian  lands.  And  William 
Ignace,  a 67-year-old  organic  farmer,  remains  a political  prisoner  for 


opposing  Canadian  genocide.  And  the  existing  constitutional  law  with  which 
he,  and  many  other  Indian  people  have  challenged  BC's  jurisdiction  in  the 
past  decade  continues  to  be  stonewalled  by  all  levels  of  government  and 
judiciary,  national  and  provincial. 

In  the  face  of  growing  national  and  international  demands  for  a public 
inquiry  into  the  Gustafsen  Lake  siege,  the  BC  NDP  continues  to  stonewall. 
It  must  be,  then,  that  they  oppose  an  open  and  independent  inquiry  into 
Gustafsen  because  such  an  inquiry  would  reveal  their  crimes  while  also 
potentially  uncovering  the  dirty  deeds  and  dirty  history  that  guides 
Beautiful  BC  in  its  quest  to  extinguish  the  rights  of  Indian  nations 
forever. 


the  following  quotes  appeared  as  graphics  on  the  pages  of  the  article: 

POLICE  WANTED  4000  TROOPS  AT  GUSTAFSEN 

Headline  for  a report  on  the  Gustafsen  Lake  trial. 

Vancouver  Province,  Ian  8,  1997.  Pg  A4 

"There  is  a line  and  that  line  is  that  there  shall  be  no  alien  intervention 
in  the  affairs  of  this  state." 

-BC  Attorney  General  and  Human  Rights  Minister  Ujjal  Dosanjh,  in  Vancouver 
Sun,  Sept.  15,  1995,  p.  A1 

"And  We  do  further  strictly  enjoin  and  require  all  Persons  whatever  who 
have  either  willfully  or  inadvertently  seated  themselves  upon  any  Lands 
within  the  Countries  above  described,  or  upon  any  other  Lands  which,  not 
having  been  ceded  to  or  purchased  by  Us,  are  still  reserved  to  the  said 
Indians  as  aforesaid,  forthwith  to  remove  themselves  from  such 
Settlements . " 

-Royal  Proclamation  Act,  1763,  Indian  Provision 

"The  CO  commented  and  I agreed  that  we  need  to  clean  them  out  entirely  and 
not  have  any  hanging  issues  similar  to  what  occurred  at  Oka." 

-Disclosed  notes  of  RCMP  Assist.  Commissioner  Brown,  August  10,  1995. 

"There  will  be  inquiries  about  this  until  hell  freezes  over."  RCMP  Supt. 
-Len  Olfert,  Commanding  Officer,  Gustafsen  Lake  Operation,  RCMP  "training 
tape"  A5  17:02:00,  1995. 

"Kill  this  Clark,  smear  the  prick  and  everyone  with  him." 

-Dennis  Ryan,  RCMP  Gustafsen  Lake  Crisis  Management  Team,  Sept.  1995. 

Remark  about  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  disclosed  during  the  Gustafsen  trial. 

"It's  the  real  criminals  who  are  in  control  here.  The  judges.  The  lawyers. 
The  politicians.  And  in  the  enforcement  arm,  the  RCMP  and  its  agencies. 
These  are  the  real  criminals  because  they're  covering  up  the  theft  of 
native  land." 

-William  Ignace,  imprisoned  Shuswap  elder 

"The  amazing  thing  about  Indian  country  is  how  peaceful  it  really  is  and 
how  diligent  people  are  in  seeking  reforms  through  the  processes  we  have 
invented  for  them." 

-Dr.  Harry  Swain,  Deputy  Minister,  Indian  Affairs  1990-91 


This  letter  was  in  response  to  the  Canadian  Union  of  Public  Employees' 
(CUPE)  endorsement  of  a resolution  from  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations 
calling  for  a public  inquiry  into  "all  aspects  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
matter.  [This  was  also  the  verbatim  premier's  response  to  my  own  personal 
query. ] 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA,  OFFICE  OF  THE  PREMIER 
NOVEMBER  2,  1998 

President  CUPE  Local  50 
Canadian  Union  of  Public  Employees 
302  - 2750  Quadra  St. 

Victoria,  British  Columbia. 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  August  26,  1998,  requesting  a public  inquiry 
into  the  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  I apologize  for  the  delay  in  my 
response . 

As  you  know,  the  police  are  responsible  for  keeping  the  peace  in  British 
Columbia  and  for  ensuring  the  public's  safety.  When  incidents  at  protest 
sites  involve  violence,  serious  threats  of  violence  or  property  damage, 
police  act  to  investigate  Criminal  Code  of  Canada  violations.  The  Criminal 
Code  applies  to  everyone  in  British  Columbia. 

Those  charged  with  Criminal  Code  violations  as  a result  of  incidents  at 
Gustafsen  Lake  have  been  before  the  Courts.  As  Premier,  I cannot  interfere 
in  any  particular  judicial  decision.  In  Canada,  the  judiciary  function  is  a 
separate  body  and  Court  rulings  are  not  subject  to  review  by  any  level  of 
Government . 

The  events  at  Gustafsen  Lake  have  been  dealt  with  appropriately  by  our 
criminal  justice  system.  The  Province  has  no  intention  of  reviewing  this 
matter  further  through  a public  inquiry.  I appreciate  your  taking  the  time 
to  express  your  views. 

Sincerely, 

Glen  Clark,  Premier 


Genocide  means  any  of  the  following  acts  committed  with  intent  to  destroy, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  a national,  ethnical,  racial  or  religious  group,  as 
such:  a)  Killing  members  of  the  group;  b)  Causing  serious  bodily  or  mental 
harm  to  members  of  the  group;  c)  Deliberately  inflicting  on  the  group 
conditions  of  life  calculated  to  bring  about  its  destruction,  in  whole  or 
in  part;  d)  Imposing  measures  intended  to  prevent  births  within  the  group; 
e)  Forcibly  transferring  children  of  the  group  to  another  group.  1948  U.N. 
Convention  for  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of  Genocide, 
to  support  an  inquiry  into 
Gustafsen  Lake  go  to 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 

emails  of  those  politicians  and  groups  who  oppose  an  inquiry  or  who  are 

silent  on  the  matter  altogether: 

Premier  Glen  Clark  premier@gov . be . ca 

PM  Chretien  pm@pm.gc.ca 

Svend  Robinson  MP  robins@parl . gc . ca 

IA  Minister  lane  Stewart  Stewl@parl.gc.ca 

Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission  info@chrc.ca 

BC  Human  Rights  Commission  be . human_rights_commission@ag. gov . be . ca 
Assembly  of  First  Nations,  Chief  Phil  Fontaine.  Pfontaine@afn . ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Reed  Parole  Hearing  Coming  Soon"  

Date:  Thu,  03  Dec  1998  08:13:34  -0800 
From:  Tom  Schlosser  <tschloss@Counsel . COM> 

Sub j : Reed  parole  hearing  coming  soon 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Indian  activist  headed  back  to  Ohio 
ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (AP)  --  Indian  activist  Timothy 

"Little  Rock"  Reed  was  being  returned  to  Ohio  Wednesday,  more  than  five 
years  after  he  fled  state. 

Reed,  who  is  half  Lakota  Sioux,  served  10  years  in  an  Ohio  prison  for 
drug  theft  and  armed  robbery.  He  fled  to  New  Mexico  in  1993  with  six  weeks 


remaining  on  his  parole,  saying  that  he  feared  for  his  life  and  officials 
wanted  to  send  him  back  to  prison  for  speaking  out  on  inmate  conditions. 

He  was  paroled  in  1992. 

On  Wednesday,  Reed  was  taken  from  the  Bernalillo  County  Detention  Center 
in  Albuquerque  to  be  flown  back  to  Ohio,  said  Major  Larry  Cook,  a jail 
official . 

Doe  Andrews,  spokesman  for  Ohio  Department  of  Rehabilitation  and 
Correction,  said  transportation  issues  involving  Reed's  arrival  in  Ohio 
are  not  being  discussed  for  security  reasons. 

Reed  will  be  taken  to  the  Corrections  Reception  Center  in  Orient,  near 
Columbus,  for  processing,  Andrews  said. 

Within  15  days  of  his  arrival,  a hearing  will  be  held  to  determine  if 
Reed  violated  his  parole,  Andrews  said.  "If  he  did,  the  parole  board  will 
meet  to  determine  the  sanction,"  Andrews  said. 

If  Reed  did  violate  his  parole,  the  penalty  could  range  from  being 
returned  to  parole  to  remaining  in  custody,  Andrews  said. 

He  declined  to  say  if  Reed  would  be  isolated  during  his  time  in  the 
state  prison  system.  "His  situation  will  be  taken  into  consideration,  and 
he  will  be  dealt  with  appropriately,"  Andrews  said. 

Reed  was  arrested  Nov.  20  at  the  Albuquerque  office  of  a court  reporter, 
where  he  had  expected  to  give  a deposition  in  a lawsuit  he  filed  after  he 
was  jailed  here  in  1996. 

He  had  been  in  hiding  since  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  last  Dune  that 
Ohio  could  force  his  return. 

A New  Mexico  judge  had  refused  last  year  to  allow  him  to  be  returned  to 
Ohio.  The  New  Mexico  Supreme  Court  upheld  that  ruling  last  September, 
calling  Reed  "a  refugee  from  injustice."  But  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  was 
unanimous  in  overturning  that  ruling. 

"RE : Native  Policing"  

Date:  Sat,  5 Dec  1998  02:19:57  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Native  Policing:  "a  symptom  of  the  overall  problem" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
ALBERTA  PROBE  BLASTS  NATIVE  POLICE  FORCES 

The  Globe  and  Mail,  Dec.  3,  1998,  by  Peter  Cheney  & Dill  Mahoney 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Alberta's  aboriginal  police  forces  have  come  under  attack  in  a report 
that  condemns  them  for  sloppy  investigative  techniques,  inadequate  hiring 
standards  and  poor  management. 

After  the  report's  release  yesterday,  Alberta  Premier  Ralph  Klein  said 
he  would  be  prepared  to  suspend  native  police  forces  involved  in  serious 
wrongdoing.  "If  there  is  something  fundamentally  wrong  and  there's  criminal 
activity  within  a police  force...  appropriate  action  would  be  taken  to 
suspend  that  police  department  and  bring  it  back  into  line,"  Mr.  Klein 
said . 

The  report  was  prepared  by  Alberta  Progressive  Conservative  MLA  Mike 
Cardinal  at  the  request  of  Dustice  Minister  Ion  Havelock.  Mr.  Cardinal 
spent  a year  investigating  reserve  policing  and  spoke  with  RCMP  police 
officers,  native  chiefs  and  community  leaders. 

The  report  paints  a dismal  picture  of  policing  on  Alberta  reserves; 
problems  range  from  inadequate  training  to  political  interference.  It  comes 
amid  complaints  about  the  running  of  Canadian  reserves,  from  mismanagement 
to  fraud  --  including  the  alleged  misappropriation  or  misuse  of  tax  dollars 
by  reserve  leaders. 

According  to  the  report,  most  aboriginal  police  have  been  totally 
inadequate  to  deal  with  those  problems  --  or  even  far  less  serious  ones. 

Mr.  Cardinal  concludes  that  many  of  Alberta's  67  native  police  officers 
lack  the  skills  and  are  not  capable  of  properly  investigating  criminal 
cases  or  dealing  with  problems  on  their  reserves.  "A  number  of  officers  are 
personally  unsuitable,  many  were  poorly  trained,  and  very  few  have  received 


appropriate  ongoing  training/'  the  report  says.  "...  The  participants  in 
this  review  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  first  nations  police  services 
in  Alberta  are  in  some  cases  not  providing  a satisfactory  level  of 
policing. " 

Mr.  Cardinal  said  the  problems  documented  in  his  report  were  less 
important  than  the  poverty  that  afflicts  most  reserves.  "The  issue  of 
ongoing  poverty,  unemployment  and  welfare  dependency  is  the  major  issue 
that  needs  to  be  dealt  with/'  he  said.  "The  policing  itself  is  a minor 
problem  --  it's  a symptom  of  the  overall  problem." 

The  criticisms  of  native  policing  echo  those  made  by  many  natives, 
including  members  of  several  reserves  in  Alberta  who  have  asked  for  probes 
into  their  bands'  finances.  Among  them  is  the  Samson  Cree,  an  Edmonton-area 
reserve  that  was  recently  documented  in  a recent  Globe  and  Mail 
investigation  that  revealed  questionable  financial  practices  --  including 
more  than  $43 . 5-million  in  loans  to  band  members. 

Critics  have  said  that  poor  policing  has  allowed  such  problems  to 
fester.  "Basically,  they're  just  security  guards,"  said  Roy  Littlechief,  a 
former  chief  at  the  Siksika  Reserve  who  now  leads  a watchdog  group  called 
Aboriginals  for  Financial  Accountability.  "They  don't  know  how  to 
investigate.  They  have  no  training,  they  have  no  power,  and  they  have  no 
authority."  Mr.  Littlechief  said  unchecked  corruption  has  deepened  the 
social  ills  of  many  reserves.  "The  immediate  problem  today  is  corruption. 

If  we  can  deal  with  that,  everything  else  will  fall  in  place,"  he  said. 

The  report  also  found  that  political  interference  made  it  hard  for 
aboriginal  police  to  do  their  jobs. 

Mike  Scott,  native  affairs  critic  for  the  federal  Reform  Party,  said 
political  interference  with  police  activities  is  common  on  reserves.  His 
office  recently  received  a complaint  from  an  aboriginal  police  officer  who 
says  he  was  fired  after  he  began  asking  questions  about  the  dealings  of  the 
chief  and  council  on  his  reserve,  Mr.  Scott  said,  adding  that  similar 
complaints  have  been  made  in  virtually  every  province,  including  Ontario. 

Sue  Olsen,  native  affairs  critic  for  the  Alberta  Liberal  Party,  said 
aboriginal  police  forces  need  increased  funding.  "They  need  support.  If 
we're  not  prepared  to  give  it,  then  we  might  as  well  not  have  a police 
force  at  all." 

EXCERPTS  FROM  REPORT  ON  ABORIGINAL  POLICE 

"Selection  standards  are  too  low." 

"Sometimes  there  is  political  interference  in  the  selection  process." 

"A  number  of  officers  are  personally  unsuitable,  many  were  poorly 
trained,  and  very  few  have  received  appropriate  ongoing  training." 

"Meaningful  and  profound  change  is  needed  to  ensure  that  first  nations 
communities  receive  a satisfactory  level  of  policing." 

"Some  first  nations  police  services  are  not  providing  a satisfactory 
level  of  service  to  the  communities  they  are  mandated  to  protect.  Flawed 
basic  assumptions,  implementational  difficulties  and  insufficient 
accountability  are  sapping  the  strength  of  these  organizations  and  causing 
them  to  falter." 

"It  is  the  responsibility  of  Alberta,  the  first  nations  and  Canada  to 
take  the  lead  in  remedying  the  problems  which  have  given  rise  to  the 
present  low  levels  of  performance  among  some  first  nations  police 
services . " 

"First  nations  police  services  will  not  survive  just  because  they  are  a 
good  idea." 


ENFORCING  AND  ADMINISTERING  COLONIALIST  OPPRESSION  IS  NEVER  "A  GOOD  IDEA"! 
Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail  - mailto:letters@GlobeAndMail.ca 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 
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RE:  Omaha  Indian  on  Death  Row 


Date:  Wed,  2 Dec  1998  23:27:07  -0600 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub  j : Omaha  Indian  on  Death  Row 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

FYI  AND  ACTION! 

Forwarded  Message  begins  here  

STOP  THE  EXECUTION  OF  RANDY  REEVES! 

An  Urgent  Appeal  to  All  People  of  Conscience: 

"I  am  a member  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends.  I was  born  and 
raised  in  the  belief  that  violence  is  not  an  acceptable  method  of  solving 
the  problems  that  arise  in  our  daily  lives.  The  fact  that  my  daughter 
Janet  was  a victim  of  murder  has  not  changed  that  belief.  From  the  very 
beginning  we  have  felt  that  taking  Randy's  life  for  revenge  is  not  an 
option.  To  take  Randy's  life  will  only  cause  more  pain  and  suffering,  and 
will  not  bring  Janet  back." 

--  Ken  Mesner 

The  state  of  Nebraska  plans  to  kill  Randy  Reeves  on  January  14.  He  has 
been  on  death  row  for  more  than  17  years  since  being  convicted  of  the 
murders  of  two  women. 

Randy,  a Native  American  (Omaha  Nation),  is  scheduled  to  be  killed 
despite  nearly  two  decades  of  litigation  in  which  nearly  every  court  to 
examine  his  case  has  found  constitutional  errors  of  some  kind  and  despite 
the  fact  that  questions  of  racism  surround  the  case.  In  addition,  the 
state  is  seeking  to  kill  Randy  against  the  strong  wishes  of  at  least  one 
of  the  victim's  family  members,  who  for  years  have  expressed  forgiveness 
and  continue  to  plead  for  his  life  to  be  spared.  We  ask  you  to  join  them 
in  helping  to  ensure  that  Randy  does  not  die  in  Nebraska's  electric  chair. 
BACKGROUND 

On  the  morning  of  March  28,  1980,  Randy  began  drinking  heavily.  He 
continued  to  drink  throughout  the  day  and  into  the  evening,  and  ingested 
peyote  as  well.  Early  the  next  morning,  in  a complete  stupor,  he  went  to 
the  Quaker  meetinghouse  in  Lincoln,  where  his  good  friend,  Janet  Mesner, 
was  the  live-in  caretaker.  Later  that  morning,  police  responded  to  an 
emergency  call  from  Janet,  who  reported  that  she  had  been  stabbed  and  that 
she  thought  her  visiting  friend,  Victoria  Lamm,  was  dead  from  stab  wounds. 
Janet  died  two  hours  later.  Clothing  and  a wallet  belonging  to  Randy  were 
found  at  the  scene.  He  was  arrested  an  hour  later  wandering  along  a main 
street  and  charged  with  two  counts  of  first-degree  murder.  A breath- 
alcohol  test  showed  mescaline  in  his  blood  and  a blood-alcohol  level  of  . 
149  (it  was  determined  that  the  level  at  the  time  of  the  killings  was  as 
high  as  .230). 

Randy  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  death,  though  jurors  were  not 
instructed  that  they  could  convict  him  of  the  "lesser  included  offenses" 
of  second-degree  murder  or  manslaughter,  neither  of  which  carry  the  death 
penalty.  The  prosecutor  had  ended  the  case  by  falsely  warning  the  jury 
that  if  it  chose  not  to  convict  Randy  of  felony  murder,  he  would  walk  out 
of  court  a free  man.  In  1996,  the  Eighth  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
ruled  that  Randy  should  be  resentenced  or  given  a new  trial  on  the  basis 
of  lesser  offenses  for  which  he  could  have  been  convicted.  The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  reversed  that  ruling  with  an  8-1  decision  last  June  that 
cleared  the  way  for  Randy's  execution. 

"IT  WOULDN'T  PROMOTE  HEALING  ..." 

Those  are  the  words  of  Mary  Werner,  a cousin  of  Janet  Mesner,  who 
recently  told  a TV  reporter,  "It  doesn't  make  me  feel  any  better  about 
Janet's  death  that  Randy  might  be  executed." 

From  the  beginning,  Janet's  family  has  advocated  on  Randy's  behalf.  On 
the  same  day  Randy's  trial  was  beginning  in  1981,  Janet's  father,  Ken,  was 
testifying  before  the  Nebraska  Unicameral  Legislature's  Judiciary 
Committee,  which  was  holding  hearings  on  a bill  to  repeal  the  state's 


death  penalty  law.  He  has  worked  diligently  not  only  for  the  abolition  of 
the  death  penalty  but  also  to  save  Randy's  life. 

"For  the  government  deliberately  and  methodically  to  execute  one  of  its 
citizens  is  to  put  a black  mark  on  a society  that  looks  to  Christianity  as 
a standard  to  live  by/'  Ken  told  the  Judiciary  Committee  in  1985. 

It  is  clear  why  nearly  every  major  religious  body  in  the  United  States 
has  concurred  that  executions  leave  a black  mark  on  society.  The  death 
penalty  violates  the  most  basic  religious  tenet:  that  every  human  life  is 
of  infinite  worth  in  the  eyes  of  Godj  further,  it  repudiates  our  beliefs 
in  redemptive  love,  mercy,  forgiveness  and  the  sanctity  of  life. 

The  families  of  both  Janet  Mesner  and  Randy  Reeves  are  members  of 
Central  City  (Neb.)  Friends  Meeting.  Upon  hearing  of  lanet 's  murder  at 
Randy's  hands,  the  Quaker  community  was  stunned.  But  the  next  day,  in  a 
poignant  display  of  faith  and  love.  Central  City  Friends  gathered  for 
worship.  Two  flowers  sat  in  the  sanctuary.  One  was  for  lanet,  the  other 
for  Randy.  They  were  placed  there  by  lanet 's  family. 

TAKE  ACTION!  HELP  STOP  THE  EXECUTION!! 

Unless  a last-minute  legal  strategy  is  successful,  Randy  Reeves'  only 
hope  lies  with  executive  clemency  from  the  governor,  who  may  commute 
Randy's  death  sentence  if  he  receives  such  a recommendation  from  the 
Nebraska  Board  of  Pardons. 

Randy  has  a compelling  case,  and  people  of  conscience  can  play  a vital 
role  in  his  pursuit  of  clemency. 

Please  make  phone  calls,  and  send  letters  and  faxes  to  the  Nebraska 
Board  of  Pardons  today!  Strongly  urge  the  Board  to  recommend  clemency  and 
the  governor  to  commute  Randy's  sentence.  When  writing  please  use  your 
own  words  and  make  your  letter  as  personal  as  you  can.  And  please  urge 
others  in  your  organization,  community  or  congregation  to  take  action!! 
TALKING  POINTS 

* Nebraska  Gov.  Elect  Mike  Johanns,  who  takes  office  one  week  before 
Randy's  scheduled  execution,  is  Catholic,  and  Secretary  of  State  Scott 
Moore  attends  a United  Church  of  Christ  congregation.  Both  religious 
bodies  have  very  strong  anti-death  penalty  statements  (please  contact  Kurt 
Rosenberg  for  copies).  If  the  members  of  lanet  Mesner 's  family,  who  have 
suffered  the  most  from  her  murder,  have  summoned  the  strength  to  forgive 
Randy  based  on  their  religious  beliefs,  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Pardons  (the  governor  and  secretary  of  state  comprise  two-thirds  of  the 
Board)  also  should  be  courageous  enough  to  act  upon  their  religious 
convictions  by  asking  that  his  life  be  spared. 

* Randy  was  three  years  old  when  he  was  removed  from  the  Omaha 
reservation  and  was  later  adopted  by  a white  family.  During  the  1950s  and 
1960s,  Indian  children  were  often  removed  from  their  families  and 
communities  through  processes  that  would  be  illegal  today,  and  were 
questionable  even  then.  Grace  Blackbird,  Randy's  mother,  never 
surrendered  her  parental  rights,  and  was  told  he  would  not  be  adopted 
before  he  was  18.  Randy's  adoptive  family  consistently  shared  positive 
images  of  Native  American  cultures  with  him  and  his  siblings,  and 
preserved  his  rights  as  a member  of  the  Omaha  tribe.  In  retrospect, 
however,  they  wonder  whether  they  should  have  pressed  harder  against  the 
adoption  rules  and  made  more  of  Randy's  family  and  tribal  heritage.  Most 
Native  Americans  and  many  non-Indian  adoption  workers  are  now  convinced 
that  the  wholesale  taking  of  Indian  children  in  that  era  not  only  robbed 
Indian  families  of  their  children,  but  robbed  many  of  those  children  of 
their  self-identities.  Shortly  before  Randy  committed  the  crimes  for 
which  he  was  sentenced  to  die,  he  was  heard  talking  in  a drunken  state 
about  genocide  and  the  killing  of  the  buffalo. 

* If  Randy  is  killed,  three  of  the  four  people  executed  in  Nebraska's 
recent  history  will  have  been  minorities  convicted  of  killing  whites.  He 
would  be  the  sixth  Native  American  executed  in  the  United  States  since  the 
reinstatement  of  the  death  penalty  in  1976;  all  of  the  previous  five  were 
convicted  of  killing  white  people.  The  American  Bar  Association  has 
concluded  that  "executions  should  cease  until  effective  mechanisms  are 
developed  for  eliminating  the  corrosive  effects  of  racial  prejudice  in 
capital  cases."  Furthermore,  the  Nebraska  Unicameral  Legislature's 
Judiciary  Committee  cited  data  on  capital  cases  earlier  this  year,  writing. 


"It  is  impossible  to  deny  that  racism  and  the  notion  that  white  lives  are 
worth  more  . . . likely  play  a role  . . . The  disproportionality  cannot  be 
ignored . " 

CONTACT  INFORMATION  FOR  NEBRASKA  BOARD  OF  PARDONS 

Governor  Elect  Mike  lohanns 

317  South  12th  Street 

Lincoln,  NE  68508 

(Tel.)  402-477-6655 

(Fax)  402-475-9996 

Secretary  of  State  Scott  Moore 

State  Capitol 

Suite  2300 

Lincoln,  NE  68509 

(Tel.)  402-471-2554 

(Fax)  402-471-3237 

Attorney  General  Don  Stenberg 

State  Capitol 

P.0.  Box  98920 

Lincoln,  NE  68509-8920 

(Tel. ) 402-471-2455 

(Fax)  402-471-3297 

When  writing/faxing,  please  mark  envelope/cover  page  "executive  clemency. 
Please  send  copies  of  letters  and  faxes  to: 

Friends  Committee  to  Abolish  the  Death  Penalty, 

1501  Cherry  Street, 

Philadelphia,  PA  19102. 

For  information  on  how  you  can  get  involved  in  efforts  to  save  Randy's 
life,  and  to  keep  up  to  date  on  his  case, 
please  contact  Kurt  Rosenberg  at  (215)  241-7137 
or  Paula  Flutchinson,  Randy's  lawyer,  at  402-420-2156. 

- — Forwarded  Message  ends  here 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  7 December  1998  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Vann,  Ernest  W.  Vogel,  Vance  Alton 

# 91B2531  W.C.F.  143  Wren  Lane 

3622  Wende  Rd,  PO  Box  1187  Florien,  LA  71429 

Alden,  NY  14004-1187 
Date  of  Birth:  9/2/51 
Ancestry:  Cherokee  / Mohawk 


Wagner,  Patrick  Dwaine 


Waldon,  Bruce  Lee 


#194-920 
PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  11/22/54 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Warren,  Robert 
26767  A-  1 - 7 
PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/59 
Ancestry:  Shawnee  / Cherokee 


#305-575 
PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  7/2/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Webb,  Terry 
#266-081 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  7/30/53 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  lones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"03"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Nov  1998  22:57:06  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  83 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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My  brother,  with  the  piercing  eyes. 

The  swarthy  cheek,  the  distant  mien. 

In  whose  impassive  port  is  seen 
The  habits  of  free  centuries. 

The  dignity  that  scorns  surprise-- 

Brave  without  hope,  and  proud,  I ween. 
Only  of  something  that  has  been. 

And  in  the  dead  past  buried  lies.-- 
Look  up--with  happier  courage  face 
This  modern  strife;  accept  the  plan 
Of  a strange  world  no  longer  young. 

The  future  beckons  to  your  race; 

You,  the  self-centered,  silent  man. 

Shall  yet  gain  friends  and  find  a tongue! 

ELAINE  GOODALE  EASTMAN. 

in  October  New  England  Magazine. 


AWAY  OUT  IN  CALIFORNIA. 


"Scatterization"  is  a word  that  Carlisle  likes,  although  it  may  not  be 
found  in  the  dictionary. 

Some  of  the  Carlisle  ex-pupils  and  graduates  are  filling  positions  of 
trust  and  honor  far  from  their  native  homes,  and  are  thus  carrying  out 
the  Carlisle  idea  and  strengthening  themselves  in  those  characteristics 
which  make  useful  men  and  women. 

Carrie  Cornelius,  Oneida,  is  perhaps  the  farthest  from  home.  She  does 
not  brag  upon  her  attainments  in  any  way,  but  being  in  a land  almost 
inaccessible  except  by  perilous  steamer  ride  up  the  coast  from  the 
Golden  Gate,  and  finding  so  many  new  and  interesting  things  to  engage 
her  attention,  her  private  letters  (never  intended  for  publication)  are 
teeming  with  just  what  her  friends  like  most  to  hear. 

Carrie  is  in  Hoopa  Valley,  California.  She  says  by  recent  letter: 

Hoopa  Valley  itself  is  very  beautiful  with  its  magnificent  mountains 
and  beautiful  streams.  The  people  here  call  them  hills,  but  I call  them 
mountains,  for  I puff  pretty  hard  before  I get  very  far  up  one  of  them. 

The  weather  here  now  is  pleasant,  but  they  tell  me  that  we  shall  soon 
have  the  rainy  season. 

My  journey  out  here  was  simply  fine  and  the  days  were  delightful.  It 
took  me  just  thirteen  days,  and  I think  I could  have  gone  on  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  unmerciful  steamer.  I shall  have  to  own  up  that  I was 
seasick.  It  was  such  a disagreeable  feeling  that  I never  want  to  go  on 
the  sea  again. 

But  as  for  riding  the  mule  I chose  the  wagon  and  you  may  be  sure  that 
I was  glad  when  I came  to  the  end.  I rode  up  and  down  and  around  and  in 
every  other  direction  for  two  whole  days  after  I got  to  Eureka  before  I 
found  Hoopa  Valley,  and  it  is  a wonder  to  a newcomer  how  he  or  she  is 
ever  to  get  out  of  this  place  when  they  once  get  here. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a little  world  attached  outside  of  the  big 
world . 

I like  my  work  very  much. 

There  are  twenty  buildings  on  the  school  grounds. 

The  Indians  here  have  houses  to  live  in,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
who  will  not  give  up  their  old  ways  of  living. 

These  live  in  houses  made  of  wood,  which  have  only  round  holes  for 
doors  and  windows. 

Some  live  very  nicely,  but  there  are  some  who  do  not  know  how  to  keep 
houses,  but  just  half  and  half;  the  majority,  however,  are  pretty  well 
advanced . 

I was  just  this  far  yesterday  when  I was  interrupted  by  a knock  at  my 
door.  To  my  surprise  it  was  our  Principal  Teacher,  and  worse  still  he 
asked  me  if  I would  speak  to  the  pupils  of  this  school  about  the 
Carlisle  Indian  school. 

Of  course  a thousand  things  ran  through  my  head,  but  the  only  thing  I 


could  find  to  say  was; 

"I  cannot  do  it." 

"Oh,  yes.  Miss  Cornelius,  I know  you  can,"  said  the  Principal. 

So  I thought  of  one  of  Carlisle's  mottoes,  "Do  it,  if  you  can,"  and  I 

took  courage  and  said  to  myself,  "I'll  do  it  for  Carlisle's  sake,  but  I 

never  was  so  scared  in  all  my  life." 

There  are  about  160  children  in  this  school. 

I have  a Sunday  School  class  of  about  20  little  children  from  5 to  7 

years  of  age,  and  I like  them  all  so  much. 
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We  have  an  interested  subscriber  in  Middletown,  who  is  in  her 
eightieth  year. 

May  Dackson  declares  that  she  likes  her  country  home  very  much,  and 
although  she  has  to  study  pretty  hard  she  enjoys  her  school  and  loves 
her  teacher. 

Miss  Annie  Moore  formerly  of  us  but  now  studying  in  Chicago  attended 
the  game.  Professor  Kinnear,  at  one  time  musical  director  of  our  school 
also  witnessed  the  contest. 

The  subject  of  Saturday  night's  talk  before  the  student  body  was 
Patriotism,  and  not  a soul  who  came  from  a heart  overflowing  with  the 
patriotic  spirit  born  of  bonafide  experience  in  fighting  for  ones 
country,  but  felt  his  or  her  blood  tingle  with  the  desire  to  be 
hereafter  a loyal  student,  a loyal  member  of  the  debating  club  and 
literary  society,  a loyal  footballer  and  a loyal  helper  in  every  way. 

As  the  Major  was  in  the  depths  of  his  earnest  discourse.  Miss  Ely 
entered,  with  a note  in  hand.  All  instinctively  felt  that  it  was  a 
message  from  Chicago.  What  was  the  news?  The  noble  six  hundred  held 
their  breaths.  One  could  have  heard  a pin  drop  as  the  paper  was 
unfolded  and  the  Major's  eyes  glanced  along  the  written  lines.  His 
face  disclosed  nothing  to  the  eager  watchers  for  some  sign  that  the  news 
was  good.  Miss  Ely  looked  as  blank  as  blank  until  the  Major  read  in 
measured  tones  - "University  of  Illinois  nothing,  Indians  eleven, ' At 
the  word  eleven  such  a spontaneous  burst  of  loyalty  was  rarely  ever 
heard.  The  explosion  of  pent  up  feelings  came  like  a mighty  crash  of  a 
gigantic  building  that  had  suddenly  collapsed,  then  it  grew  into  a 
tumultuous  storm  of  clapping  and  hurrahing.  Handkerchiefs  were  waved 
and  hats  were  tossed  in  air  while  several  miniature  war  whoops  from  the 
small  boy  made  us  almost  think  that  we  were  on  the  plains.  It  all 
lasted  but  a minute  or  two,  but  could  the  world  have  heard  the  great 
Indian  outbreak,  it  would  have  been  satisfied  that  we  as  a school  are 
loyal  to  our  football  team,  as  well  as  to  our  country. 

We  have  heard  that  Miss  Mabel  Buck,  '97,  who  has  been  in  the  Indian 


service  during  the  past  year  among  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes,  In 
Oklahoma,  was  married  recently  to  Robert  Block,  graduate  of  Haskell.  If 
true  the  young  couple  has  the  sincere  congratulations  and  best  wishes  of 
a host  of  friends  at  Carlisle. 

The  death  of  Rev.  Dr.  Collins  of  Philadelphia,  not  long  since,  was 
deeply  felt  at  our  school.  Miss  Seonia  who  made  her  home  with  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Collins  while  going  through  the  public  school  course  of 
Philadelphia,  attended  the  funeral.  She  has  a sister,  Howice,  now  with 
Mrs.  Collins,  who  mourns  the  loss  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  as  much 
as  if  her  own  father  had  passed  away. 

We  had  to  smile  when  we  read  in  the  Dicknsonian  that  the  Indian 
"stars"  of  the  football  team  are  men  of  almost  life-time  experience. 

Most  of  the  members  of  college  teams  have  been  at  the  business  ever 
since  they  wore  knee  pants  in  the  Grammar  and  High  School,  playing 
through  all  their  preparatory  course.  They  are  nearly  to  the 
professional  stage  before  a college  team  will  accept  them.  If  the  "four 
year"  rule  meant  four  years  of  football  experience  very  few  college 
teams  would  contain  any  of  the  men  they  do.  We  are  scarcely  out  of  the 
Grammar  School  stage.  When  it  comes  to  comparisons  in  age  and 
experience,  the  average  college  team  had  better  remain  silent. 

The  visiting  committees  all  say  that  the  girls  carry  on  the  business 
of  their  society  in  better  form  than  the  boys.  Come!  Come!  Boys!  This 
will  never  do.  Remember  the  committees  are  composed  of  men  and  women, 
so  this  is  not  a one-sided,  woman's  notion.  The  men  say  so,  and  the 
boys  who  visited  the  Susans  last  week  said  so.  the  manner  in  which  the 
Susans  conducted  business  was  a revelation  to  them,  and  yet  they  make 
many  blunders.  Some  of  the  committees  feel  that  when  the  program  is 
through  they  should  depart.  If  this  was  the  intent  of  the  originators 
of  the  committee  plan  it  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 

Man-on-the-band-stand ' s idea  of  what  is  needed.  Almost  any  organization 
can  carry  out  a set  program  of  essays,  declamations,  and  addresses 
without  aid  or  much  criticism,  but  it  is  the  BUSINESS  part  of  the 
societies  that  needs  attention.  We  do  not  carry  on  our  business  in  the 
most  approved  way  at  all  times.  We  are  not  up  in  parliamentary 
practice.  We  hope  the  societies  will  not  allow  the  committee  to  retire 
without  protest,  unless  there  is  something  of  a very  private  nature  to 
come  up.  Ask  the  committee  for  aid?  If  the  members  would  raise  more 
points  of  order  it  would  help.  Ask  the  committee  about  certain  rules! 
Ah,  they  may  not  know?  If  they  do  not  they  will  be  honest  about  it  and 
say  soj  but  they  may  know  more  than  you  think  and  may  be  able  to  direct 
where  to  look  up  the  point  at  issue.  The  secret  of  the  girls'  success 
has  been  their  anxiety  to  get  all  the  help  they  can.  It  is  considered  a 
great  thing  to  play  a "snappy"  game  in  parliamentary  practice.  It  will 
be  beneficial  all  around. 

Be  patriotic  through  and  through,  were  the  key  words  of  Saturday 
night's  talk. 
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Very  short  days,  these. 

Miss  Wilson  has  been  ill,  but  is  on  duty  again. 

The  LaCrosse  boys  practice  mornings  and  evenings. 

Miss  Cochran  spent  Sunday  at  her  home  in  Millerstown,  Pa. 

Walter  Gardner  and  friends  from  a distance  were  out  Monday  visiting 
the  school. 

Mr.  Standing  has  been  confined  to  the  house  for  a day  or  two  on 
account  of  illness. 

The  offices  in  the  Administration  building  are  being  kalsomined, 
cleaned  and  carpeted. 

Mrs.  Cook  has  gone  to  Philadelphia  and  vicinity  to  spend  Thanksgiving 
with  friends. 

A few  minor  games  of  ball  on  Thanksgiving  Day  and  the  season  is 
practically  over,  for  '98. 

Some  will  get  their  HELPERS  a little  earlier  and  some  later  this  week 
on  account  of  Thanksgiving. 

lack  Standing's  football,  thinking  the  season  was  over,  went  down  the 


chimney  ready  for  Santa  Clause. 

Captain  Hudson  and  members  of  the  first  team  witnessed  the 
Pennsylvania-Cornell,  game,  yesterday,  in  Philadelphia. 

The  Illinois  University  Team  gave  our  boys  a hard  tussle,  for  some  are 
bearing  muscle  bruises  which  show  in  their  carriage. 

The  Esquimaux  have  been  here  just  a year  and  celebrated  the 
anniversary  of  their  coming  by  having  their  pictures  taken  last  week. 

Four  ministers  of  the  Anti-Saloon  movement  were  present  at  our  Sunday 
afternoon  service,  and  had  a few  words  to  say  to  the  school. 

Committees  for  visiting  societies  tonight;  Invincibles,  Mrs.  Cook, 

Miss  Wood;  Standards,  Miss  Campbell,  Mrs.  Butler;  Susans,  Miss  Cochran, 
Miss  Weekley. 

The  football,  first  and  second  teams,  were  photographed  on  Tuesday. 
This  year's  eleven  have  been  mounted  on  heavy  card,  16x20  inches,  sold 
for  a dollar;  by  mail  $1.32. 

The  Major  told  the  school  last  Saturday  night  that  we  were  to  have  a 
Porto  Rican  student  before  long.  Hurrah!  The  Indians  will  give  him  a 
warm  welcome  and  treat  him  well. 

It  is  said  that  the  Standards  challenged  the  Invincibles  for  a public 
debate  but  the  latter  would  not  accept.  They  have  now  asked  the  Susans 
to  meet  them  but  have  not  had  a reply  at  this  writing. 

An  eye  witness  of  the  football  game  in  Chicago  Saturday  last  said  that 
the  Indians  reminded  him  of  a herd  of  buffalo  on  a stampede,  they  would 
bow  their  heads  and  butt  into  their  opponents  sending  them  flying  in  all 
directions . 

The  Harnessmakers  seeing  that  the  Tailors  could  not  score  against  the 
Printers'  football  team  thought  they  would  show  the  tailors  how  well 
they  could  put  harness  on  the  "newsboys;"  hence  lined  up  against  the 
Printers  on  Saturday  afternoon.  The  Harnessmakers  were  not  so  liberal 
in  returning  compliments  as  the  Tailors  were,  and  kept  the  whole  goose 
egg  to  themselves,  the  score  being  20-0  in  favor  of  the  typos. 

Miss  Bessie  and  Master  Jarvis  Butler,  of  Philadelphia,  spent 
Thanksgiving  vacation  with  their  mother,  Mrs.  Butler,  of  the  clerical 
force  of  our  school. 

Resolved,  That  the  Indians  should  hold  lands  not  in  use  by  them,  will 
be  discussed  tonight  by  the  Standards,  Frank  Thomas  and  Edward  Oga 
taking  the  affirmative  and  John  Garrick  and  Solomon  Miller  the  negative. 

It  is  said  that  when  the  Harness-makers  were  asked  by  their 
instructor:  "Who  are  you  going  to  play  with,"  replied:  "There  is  no  team 
brave  enough  to  play  us."  They  have  found  out  that  the  printers  have 
some  skill  if  no  bravery. 

George  Moore,  ex-Chemawa  pupil,  of  Coleville,  Washington,  arrived  this 
week  to  enter  as  a pupil.  He  impresses  all  with  whom  he  talks  as  a 
young  man  of  intelligence,  and  one  who  is  going  to  make  the  best  of  his 
opportunities . 

lames  Johnson  and  Emmanuel  Powlas,  affirmative,  David  Abraham  and 
Sebastian  Shomin,  negative,  will  handle  the  question.  Resolved,  That  a 
warrior  is  of  more  benefit  to  his  country  than  a statesman,  tonight  in 
the  Invincible  society. 

The  friends  of  Miss  Ida  LaChapelle,  class  '95,  gave  her  a warm  welcome 
this  week  on  her  return  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Wheelock  from  the  West. 
Little  Edmund  came  too,  and  is  as  brown  and  bright  as  ever.  They 
brought  two  Oneida  girls  with  them  to  enter  as  pupils  of  the  school. 

Piano  instructor,  Mrs.  Sawyer,  is  delighted  with  the  Assembly  Hall 
piano  since  Mr.  Brown,  of  the  Stieff  Piano  Works,  of  Baltimore,  gave  it 
such  an  excellent  going  over.  He  put  in  new  hammers,  regulated  the 
action  and  gave  the  outside  a beautiful  polish.  Even  novices  see  a 
great  improvement. 

The  Susans  will  debate  upon  the  Chinese  question  tonight:  Resolved, 
That  the  Chinese  be  excluded  from  the  United  States.  Principal 
speakers:  Affirmative,  Susie  Yupe  and  Mary  Bruck;  Negative,  Alice 
McCarthy  and  Huldah  Doxtator.  It  is  said  that  the  surprised  the  young 
gentlemen  visitors  last  week  by  the  way  they  brought  out  points  on  the 
Silver  question. 

"Illinois  0;  Indians  11;  small  attendance,"  is  the  wording  of  a 


message  that  came  from  Chicago  Saturday  night.  It  was  impossible  to 
connect  the  long  distance  telephone  as  the  line  was  busy  for  more  hours 
than  the  anxious  crowd  was  willing  to  wait.  Two  years  ago,  when  the 
team  played  in  Chicago,  we  heard  Mr.  Thompson's  whisper  at  the  Palmer 
House,  Chicago.  The  small  attendance  at  the  game  was  occasioned  by  bad 
weather. 

The  line-up  of  the  Printers  who  beat  the  Harness  Makers  last  Saturday: 
Center,  Edgar  Rickard;  right  guard,  Frank  Bender;  left  guard,  Guy  Brown; 
right  tackle.  Genus  Baird;  left  tackle,  Lewis  Webster;  right  end.  Dames 
Wheelock;  left  end,  Frank  Thomas;  right  half-back,  Edwin  Moore;  left 
half-back,  Caleb  Sickles;  full-back.  Dames  Dohnson;  quarter-back,  Robert 
Emmett.  It  was  heard  in  the  line  of  large  boys  on  Saturday  night;  "The 
printers  are  all  right.  They  are  small  but  they  are  all  there." 


(page  4) 

OUR  SOLDIER  BOY. 


Doseph  DuBray  who  has  been  through  the  Americo-Spanish  war  as  a member 
of  the  6th  Massachusetts,  and  who  came  home  on  a furlough  a short  time 
ago  returning  soon  after  to  his  regiment  near  Boston,  is  one  of  our 
Sioux  boys. 

While  here  he  told  many  interesting  experiences. 

Among  other  things  he  said  one  evening  in  No.  10: 

"There  were  some  soldiers  on  the  Yale  that  took  me  to  Porto  Rico,  who 
were  just  out  of  High  School  and  never  had  been  away  from  home  before. 

They  looked  back  at  the  land  and  said: 

'We'll  never  see  that  glorious  old  United  States  again.  Boys,  we're 
going  to  be  targets  for  the  Spanish  bullets!' 

And  then  they  sang,  'Home,  Sweet  Home, ' and  I wondered  what  I was 
doing  away  off  there  from  my  friends." 

Another  incident  he  related  was  this: 

"We  were  keeping  guard,  the  night  after  landing  on  Porto  Rico  soil, 
and  were  stretched  along  something  like  a telephone. 

When  one  man  heard  a noise  he  would  run  to  the  next  man,  a hundred 
feet  away,  and  give  the  alarm,  and  the  second  man  would  carry  it  to  the 
next,  just  as  quiet. 

We  did  not  want  the  enemy  to  know  where  we  were,  of  course. 

I heard  a horse  galloping  up  near  me. 

I halt  him  but  did  not  stop,  so  I fire;  and  I heard  the  horse  fall  and 
groan,  and  the  next  man  on  guard  ran  up  to  help  me. 

I said;  'We  ought  to  see  if  a man  is  hurt. ' 

He  said:  'They  may  be  waiting  to  kill  us.' 

But  we  went  anyway,  the  poor  horse  was  groaning  so. 

We  crept  on  our  knees  and  it  was  so  dark  that  we  could  not  see 

anything,  and  my  heart  felt  as  though  it  was  tumbling  over  and  over 

clear  up  to  my  throat. 

We  found  the  horse  and  put  some  shots  into  it  and  stopped  its 
suffering,  but  we  did  not  find  any  Spaniard  there." 

"Once,"  the  speaker  continued,  "During  the  march  across  the  Island,  a 
ranchman  told  us  we  might  have  all  his  chickens  if  we  could  catch  them. 

Two  soldiers  were  chasing  a chicken. 

I saw  it  coming  right  toward  me. 

I happened  to  have  a good  heavy  stick  in  my  hand,  and  I hit  at  it  with 
that,  then  I fell  onto  it  just  exactly  as  I fall  onto  a football. 

I took  that  chicken  to  the  cook  and  asked  him  to  fry  it  for  me  and  be 

sure  and  give  me  all  of  it,  too,  when  it  was  done. 

We  were  sorry  when  peace  was  declared.  We  were  going  to  take  San  Duan 
so  nicely.  We  were  just  a day's  march  to  San  Duan  when  the  news  came. 


WILD  RIDES  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS. 


Superintendent  Lydia  L.  Hunt,  of  San  Carlos,  Arizona,  Indian  School, 
whom  so  many  of  us  know,  writes  in  a personal  letter  that  she  is 
enjoying  the  possession  of  a lovely  little  pony  this  year. 

She,  and  a party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  were  about  to  take  a rough. 


mountainous  trip  to  witness  the  opening  of  some  new  coal-fields  and 
would  be  out  two  nights. 

Miss  Hunt  says  she  enjoys  such  trips  very  much. 

She  receives  happy,  contented  letters  from  the  Apache  boys  and  girls 
whom  she  brought  to  Carlisle  this  summer,  and  can  but  trust  that  they 
may  prove  as  satisfactory  here  at  Carlisle  as  they  did  in  her  school  at 
San  Carlos,  for  she  selected  them  from  her  best. 

It  is  fair  to  say  that  most  of  them  are  proving  to  be  of  Carlisle's 
very  best.  They  are  taking  hold  of  their  work  and  studies  with 
determination  that  always  means  success. 


WHY  IS  A BOY  LIKE  A BICYCLE? 


An  exchange  gives  these  excellent  reasons.  Some  of  them  may  apply  to 
girls,  too.  How  is  it  boys? 

A boy  is  like  a bicycle: 

Because  he  needs  a steady  hand  to  direct  his  way. 

Because  he  runs  the  easiest  down  hill. 

Because  if  you  lose  control  of  him  he  may  break  your  heart  if  not  your 
head . 

Because  he  is  not  made  to  travel  on  bad  roads. 

Because  the  straighter  you  keep  him  the  more  safely  he  runs. 

Because  the  faster  he  runs  the  more  closely  must  his  guide  stick  to 
him . 

Because  he  needs  blowing  up  once  in  a while. 

Because  he  should  never  be  run  by  more  than  two  cranks. 


Enigma . 

I am  composed  of  19  letters. 

My  9,  3,  12,  4 is  what  all  soldiers  should  be. 

My  5,  10,  14,  11  is  what  often  causes  pain. 

My  1,  6,  7,  4 is  what  all  girls  should  try  to  be. 

My  13,  18,  10,  16  is  what  all  good  people  do. 

My  2,  11,  4 is  what  no  one  wishes  to  be. 

My  8,  18,  15,  13,  13,  17,  18,  19  is  what  the  Indians  did  for  a living. 
My  whole  is  what  all  the  scholars  in  Riverton,  N.3.  admire.  E.H.S. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Christmas  Day. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : Poem:  Lines"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Sep  1998  09:33:11  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : New  Poem:  Lines 

I'd  like  to  say  so  much  about  this  poem... but  feel  you  should  all  just  have 
the  opportunity  to  read  it,  and  feel  it  in  whatever  way  you  do.  John  knows 
how  I feel  about  it,  and  has  given  permission  for  me  to  share  it. 

Thanks!  -FHR 

Lines 


A starting  point  for  a line? 
Starting  always  begins  somewhere, 
most  would  say,  if  so, 
with  us  it  is  the  land. 

For  in  the  ancient  sense, 
it  is  our  beginning, 
the  clay  our  flesh, 
the  rocks  our  bones. 


As  we  grow  and  learn, 
from  our  starting, 
we  move  to  other  points, 
in  the  line  of  life. 

The  first  thunderstorm, 
where  water  wets  our  face. 

The  first  fireflies, 
magic  in  the  dark. 

The  first  dance,  carried, 
or  holding  the  hand  of  our, 
mother,  father,  uncle, 
to  the  sound  of  the  drum. 

The  first  love, 

striking  the  heart, 

like  lightening, 

over  quickly  never  forgotten. 

The  first  child, 
summer  in  a smile, 
suddenly  life  is  warm, 
without  seasons. 

Points  on  lines, 
without  convergence, 
yet, never  straight, 
like  others  might  think. 

Lines  are  not  finite, 
for  the  land  waits, 
for  all  of  us, 
in  the  great  circle. 

Blessed, 

the  line  of  worlds, 
the  line  of  life, 
without  end. 

Dohn  Berry 

Oklahoma 

1998 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Dec  98  03:44:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  14-20 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

14 

Be  creative  in  every  aspect  of  your  life. 

15 

Expect  fulfillment,  and  you  will  achieve  it. 

16 

Help  others  to  achieve  their  goals. 

17 

Banish  winter  from  your  spirit,  and  spring  will  fill  the  void. 


18 

Every  season  of  life  has  its  virtues. 

19 

Our  dreams  speak  to  us  in  the  language  of  the  soul. 

20 

Be  still  within  if  you  would  hear  the  voice  of  inspiration. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

-  "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  7 December  1998  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

From  News  From  Indian  Country  and  personal  resources 

Dec.  11-13:  Winter  Gathering  and  Intertribal,  Coach  Valley,  CA 
760-775-5566 

Dec.  12:  DQ  University  Powwow,  Davis,  CA 

503-758-0470 

Dec.  11-13  Cathead  Creek  American  Indian  Festival,  Darien,  GA 
912-437-5894 

Dec.  25-28  Wapato  Longhouse,  Wapato,  WA 
509-865-5121 

-  "RE:  Native  America  Calling"  — - 

Date:  Mon,  7 Dec  1998  12:21:59  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : (Fwd)  Native  America  Calling  Program  Schedule  for  December  7 - 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Dec  7 - Dec  11,  1998: 

MON  - 12/7:  Music  Maker  Edition-  Primeaux  & Mike 

On  this  Music  Maker  Edition  we'll  feature  the  spiritual  sounds  of  Primeaux 
and  Mike.  These  artists  have  fused  the  songs  of  the  Native  American  Church 
with  the  background  of  contemporary  music  like  no  other  artists  have  done. 
Tune  into  this  very  special  Music  Maker  edition  as  we  celebrate  this  holiday 
season  with  Primeaux  and  Mike. 

TUE  - 12/8:  Indian  Fraud: 

Believe  it  or  not  being  an  enrolled  member  of  an  Indian  tribe  does  offer 
some  opportunities.  Tribal  members  are  eligible  to  get  money  for  school,  job 
training  or  start-up  business  loans.  But  there  are  those  who  have  claimed 
to  be  Native  and  weren't  and  have  fraudulently  acquired  money.  How  can  we 
stop  the  fraud  and  abuse  in  Native  Funding  programs?  Guests  include  Dr. 

Derry  Bread. 

WED  - 12/9:  Weaving  Native  Values  into  the  Business  World: 

As  more  and  more  Native  people  enter  the  professional  business  world  the 
question  of  cultural  values  has  become  an  issue.  Native  professionals  are 
now  looking  to  incorporate  elements  of  Native  philosophy  into  their  business 
practices.  How  do  Native  values  enrich  our  business  endeavors  and 
enterprises?  Guests  include  Attorney  Cheryl  Fairbanks  & Business  owner 
Wynema  Morris. 

THU  - 12/10:  The  States  vs.  The  Tribes: 

It  looks  like  the  Hunting  and  Fishing  rights  of  the  Great  Lakes  Tribes  may 
be  in  jeopardy.  The  state  of  Minnesota  had  challenged  the  tribe's  rights 
before  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  and  sources  close  to  the  case  say  the 
Dustices  may  rule  against  the  tribes.  If  in  fact  the  tribes  loose  their 


rights  how  will  this  affect  the  other  tribes  and  their  rights  to  live  off 
the  land?  Guests  TBA. 

FRI  - 12/11:  Combined  Families: 

Remember  the  Brady  Bunch?  Everything  always  seemed  so  perfect_but  in  the 
real  world,  combined  families  can  find  themselves  in  some  pretty  stressful 
situations.  Because  stepfamilies  are  so  common,  we'll  discuss  ways  one  can 
ease  the  transition  into  a new  family  structure. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion : Eric  Martin, AIROS  800-571-6885jairos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Leona  Westdahl,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  nac@knba.org 

Christine  Penney 
Project  Coordinator 

University  of  Minnesota  - College  of  Human  Ecology 
187  McNeal  Hall  - 1987  Buford  Ave 
St.  Paul,  MN  55108 
612-624-1237 

cpenney@che2.che.umn.edu 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

If  we  are  so  far  removed  from  ourselves,  and  we  do  not  trust  ourselves 
enough  to  be  able  to  look  at  things  intelligently,  or  to  tell  ourselves 

the  truth,  then  we're  already  on  somebody's  dinner  table 

John  Trudell,  1998 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Leonard  Peltier  Charitable  Foundation,  Keith  McHenry,  Johathan  Mark, 

Tom  Kunesh,  Paul  Nellen,  Kent  Lebsock,  Tom  Schlosser,  Larry  Innes, 

KOLA  International  Campaign  Office,  Robert  Dorman,  Barbara  Landis, 

Debra  Sanders,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry,  John  Berry,  Janet  Smith, 
National  Center  for  Democracy/Mexico(Moonlight) , Chris  Spotted  Eagle, 
Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Dec  15  22:57:59  1998 
Date:  Tue,  15  Dec  1998  19:52:28  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews06.051 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L,  Minn-Ind  & Nat-Film  Lists; 

Nuevo  Amanecer  Press;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"I  lived  the  natural  life,  whereas  I now  live  the  artificial.  Any 
pretty  pebble  was  valuable  to  me  then;  every  growing  tree  an  object 
of  reverence.  Now  I worship  with  the  white  man  before  a painted 
landscape  whose  value  is  estimated  in  dollars!  Thus  the  Indian  is 
reconstructed,  as  the  natural  rocks  are  ground  to  powder,  and  made 
into  artificial  blocks  which  may  be  built  into  the  walls  of  modern 
society. " 

Ohiyesa  (Dr  Charles  A.  Eastman),  Santee 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

! ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 
t of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

I Dourney  [ 

| The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  | 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  j 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Some  readers  may  be  aware  of  the  recent  beating  death  of  Orvil  Chasing 
Horse  in  Denver.  There  has  been  some  confusion  about  the  deceased's 
identity,  thinking  he  was  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  carrier  of  the  Buffalo  Calf 
Woman  Pipe  for  the  Lakota  Nation.  He  is  not.  Dr.  Looking  Horse  is  alive 
and  well.  The  victim  was  the  brother  of  Hoe  Chasing  Horse,  an  elder  and 
medicine  keeper  of  the  Lakota  Nation  who  has  often  accompanied  Dr.  Looking 
Horse  and  translated  for  him.  Denver  police  have  attributed  the  death 
to  an  attempted  robbery  and  have  not  aggressively  investigated  the  case. 

Astute  readers  will  notice  a new  language  has  been  added  to  the  banner. 
My  thanks  to  Wolf  Patterson  of  the  Ditidaht  Nation  of  Vancouver  Island 
for  his  nation's  words.  I welcome  any  tribal  language  with  translation. 
Those  now  appearing  are  as  follows: 

Wotanging  Ikche Lakota  for  News  of  the  People 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya Cherokee  for  ^Journal  of  the  People 

Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin . . . Blackfoot  for  News  for  All  the  People 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse Creek  for  People's  New  News 

Aunchemokauhettittea Narragansett  for  Let  Us  Share  News 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min 

Ha-Sah-Sliltha 

Native  American  News. 


Ojibwe  for  We  Are  Talking  About  Ourselves 
Ditidaht  Nation  for  News  of  the  People 
Occupation  Forces 


Again,  this  winter  this  editorial  section  will  feature  groups  or 
individuals  who  are  helping  those  in  need,  primarily  on  reservations  and 
especially  those  who  aid  children  and  elders.  Urban  help  will  not  be 
excluded.  I have  lived  in  the  Cedar-Riverside  area  of  Minneapolis  and 
been  a guest  in  Lakota  Housing  in  Rapid  City  and  in  Shiprock.  The  need 
to  eat  and  be  warm  does  not  end  because  a person  has  left  the  rez. 

I can  tell  you  there  are  elders  surviving  in  ways  that  you  seldom 
associate  with  a human  being.  Dirt  floors  and  a non-leaky  roof  represent 
an  improvement  for  many. 

PLEASE  forward  contact  information  for  all  you  know  who  help  those  less 
able  to  do  so  make  it  through  the  harsh  winter  months. 


Date:  Fri,  11  Dec  1998  08:43:40  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Supplies  needed 
>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  following  is  a request  for  some  specific  supplies  that  a supporter 
(Dana  Brewer)  is  trying  to  get  together  to  bring  to  the  people  on  the  land 
in  Arizona.  If  you  can  help  her  out,  please  contact  her  directly  at 
ladybugs@selway.umt . edu . 

Date:  Fri,  11  Dec  1998  09:23:52  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Dana  C Brewer  <ladybugs@selway . umt . edu> 

I am  trying  to  gather  some  of  this  stuff  for  the  people  on  the  land  in 
Arizona.. if  you  have  any  ideas  please  let  me  know, 
raw  wool  fleece, 
raw  animal  skins  and  hides 
Navaho  language  tapes, 

Walkman  and  batteries. 

Coast  and  Geodetic  survey  maps  for  between  these  areas: 

Blue  Canion(Moeukopi  Wash)  and  White  Ruin  Canion 
It  would  be  nice  to  have  the  maps  of  the  entire  area. 

-This  comes  at  the  request  from  a friend  who  is  working  for  Roberta 
Blackgoat . 

Thank  you  again.  If  there  is  anything  I should  know  please  inform  me. 
Please  keep  your  self  well  (I  love  ginger  for  that!)  Take  Good  Care, 

Dana  Brewer 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. TH0MAS_3  +@A  L BANY . VA . GOV 


Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net  www.pathwaystospirit.necaweb.com 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 

furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 

--This  year  we  have  gone  to  Porcupine  and  Red  Shirt  Table,  and  will  be 
going  to  Kyle  December  12. 


From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker.org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 


automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 


From  Laurel  Fry 

Helping  the  Mattaponi  Indian  Reservation,  and  other  Reservations,  as  well. 

E-MAIL:  suneagle@bealenet.com 

URL : http : //www. bealenet . com/~suneagle 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  be  a Full  Time  Sponsor,  but  wish  to  help  a Child, 
Elder  or  Family  have  a decent  Holiday,  PLEASE  e-mail  or  call  John  or 
Sharen . 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  E-MAIL 
30HN  AND  SHAREN  AT  THE  FOLLOWING: 

suneagle@bealenet . com 
SNAIL  MAIL  ADDRESS: 

30HN  AND  SHAREN  SUN  EAGLE 
84  NEE  A YA  LANE, 

MATTAPONI  INDIAN  RESERVATION 
PHONE:  1-804-769-1405 


Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Sub j : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 

FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Hercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130' s and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 


From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http: //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  communities 
on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 


Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Holy 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.0.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Violet  Catches 
HC  77  Box  500 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

P.0.  Box  101 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Kathleen  Eagle  Chasing 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 

House  #245 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Elvira  Chasing  Hawk 

Town  of  Red  Scaffold  Representatives 

Box  481  Red  Scaffold  RD 

Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 

or 

c/o  Candace  Hollow  Horn 
Box  522  Red  Scaffold  RD 
Red  Scaffold,  SD  57626 


From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

The  Interreligious  Foundation  for  Community  Organization 
402  West  145th  Street  * New  York,  NY  10031 

212/926-5757  * 212/926-5842  (fax)  * ifco@igc.apc.org  (email)  * 
www.ifconews.org  (web) 

(earmark  your  gift  for  November  caravan  to  Chiapas) 


Bucketline  to  the  Elders 
First  Security  Bank 
205  N Main 
Layton,  UT  84041 


this  group  provides  food  and  supplies 

to  the  elders  of  the 

Big  Mountain  /Black  Mesa  area. 


Redfeather  Development  Corp 
Box  52652 

Bellevue,  WA  98015-2652 


This  group  repairs  and  winterizes 

housing  for  the 

elders  of  the  Dakotas  area. 


From:  Morning  Star  <mornstar@bellatlantic . net> 

We  have  needs  for  both  the  youth  projects  and  for  Seventh  Circle,  Rapid 
City  projects.  We  are  compiling  a complete  list  of  needs  and  will  post 
that  in  the  near  future.  In  the  meantime,  if  you're  unsure  what  is 
needed  where: 

For  the  Youth  Projects: 

Mike  at  Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com  or 
Kathy  at  mornstar@bellatlantic.net 


For  Rapid  City  Projects: 
dhendren@mint . net 
mornstar@bellatlantic . net 
Mike.Wicks@mindspring.com 

YOUTH  PROJECTS  - Standing  Rock 

Rainbow  Project 
C/0  Sandra  Welch 
Box  229 

210  Main  Street 
McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

Hunkpapa  Youth  Survival  Project 
Helmina  Makes  Him  First 
P.O.  box  53 

Little  Eagle,  SD  57639 
RAPID  CITY  PROJECTS: 


The  Seventh  Circle 
321  Doolittle  Street 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57701 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Leonard  Peltier  to 
National  Day  of  Mourning 

- Peltier  Action  Support 

- Prison  Still  on  Lockdown 

- Help  for  Ida  Mae  Clinton 

- New  Big  Mountain  Video  Available 

- New  AIM  Chapter 

- Extinction  of  Indigenous  People 

- Legislature  Approves 
Casino  Compacts 

- Commission  Briefed 
on  Occaneechi  Ruling 

- Ninilchik  Awaits 

BIA  Tribal  Contract  Ruling 

- Mayan  Riviera  Off-Limits  to  Mayas 

- Expect  Delays  at  Voisey's  Bay 

- Governor-Elect  Asked  to 
Reject  Nuclear  Dump 

- Sandy  Lake  DNA  Deal 

- Thank  You  to  One  and  All 


- Sacred  Sites 

- First  Amendment 
Repression  on  the  Reservation 

- Making  Money  with  Tobacco 

- Call  for  Public  Inquiry 
into  Gustafsen  Lake 

- The  Odor  of  Decaying  Flesh 

- Nature  Made  Survival  Possible 

- Stoney  Band  Members  Clean  House 

- Mille  Lacs  Treaty  Case 

- Leech  Lake  Officials 

Join  Mille  Lacs  Treaty  Case 

- At  Risk  for  Injustice 

- Free  Wolverine 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Mother 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 

- Native  America  Calling 


RE:  Leonard  Peltier  to  National  Day  of  Mourning" 


Date:  Thu,  10  Dec  1998  16:13:56  -0500 
From:  MOBIUS  S S <mobius369@JUN0. COM> 

Sub j : Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier  to  National  Day  of  Mourning 


Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier  to  National  Day  of  Mourning,  11/26/98, 
Plymouth,  Mass. 

THANKSGIVING  DAY  STATEMENT 


Greetings,  Friends  and  Supporters. 


Well,  here  we  go  with  another  holiday  that  America  loves  to  celebrate. 
Thanksgiving  Day.  I know  this  has  been  said  numerous  times  by  many  Native 
people  of  this  country,  but  it  is  just  not  a day  for  many  of  us  to 
celebrate.  Although  some  things  have  improved  on  some  reservations,  there 
are  an  overwhelming  number  of  us  that  have  nothing  to  celebrate.  These 
are  the  people  who  still  have  my  concern,  my  hope  and  my  love  that  things 
will  get  better.  I'm  talking  about  the  people  of  Big  Mountain,  some  of 
whom  have  already  received  their  eviction  notices.  It's  about  the  Western 
Shoshone,  about  the  people  all  over  this  continent  who  are  fighting  for 
their  treaty  rights  and  sovereignty.  It's  about  the  people  in  Chiapas, 
the  people  in  Central  and  South  America  who  are  being  tortured  and 
slaughtered  every  day.  It  is  about  the  people  whose  stories  we  do  not 
hear.  The  people  who  are  resisting  by  simply  surviving  the  "third  world" 
conditions  that  they  live  under  in  the  wealthiest  nation  on  Earth. 

As  you  gather  today  at  this  historic  spot,  remember  those  who  struggled 
and  gave  their  lives  before  you.  Remember  those  who  are  in  prison  and 
those  who  are  being  tortured  and  denigrated  today.  Remember  those  who 
gave  you  the  teachings  that  were  handed  down  generation  to  generation. 
Remember  as  you  continue  the  struggle  for  justice  and  equality  in  this 
land  that  is  ours  to  caretake. 

We  need  to  reach  out  to  the  youth  and  embrace  and  encourage  them  to 
follow  in  our  footsteps  in  order  to  continue  the  struggle.  We  are  losing 
part  of  a generation  of  our  young  people  to  drugs  and  alcohol  and 
consumerism.  My  time  on  this  Earth  is  rapidly  passing  by  and  the  young 
people  must  step  in  mine  and  the  shoes  of  others  who  have  fought  this 
long  hard  struggle.  I encourage  and  challenge  you  to  educate  yourself  and 
your  children  in  social  concerns  and  the  politics  of  the  world.  We  have 
to  remember  that  only  true  unity  of  all  people  will  allow  us  to  be 
successful  and  victorious  in  effecting  change. 

I also  want  to  thank  all  of  you  who  continue  to  sacrifice  and  work  for  my 
freedom.  It  is  through  your  love  and  support  that  I make  it  through  the 
hard  times.  And  there  have  been  many  and  I'm  sure  more  to  come. 

Before  I end,  I ask  you  to  remember  our  teachings.  Thanksgiving  is  every 
day.  Wake  up  and  thank  the  Creator  for  a new  day  every  day. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse. 

Leonard  Peltier. 

"RE : Peltier  Action  Support"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Dec  1998  11:21:51  -0600 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Peltier  Support 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

FYI  and  Action: 

A LOCKDOWN  (noun)  started  last  Friday,  Dec.  4th,  at  the  US  Penitentiary 
at  Leavenworth,  KS,  where  Leonard  Peltier  is  a political  prisoner. 

Lockdowns  occur  for  disciplinary,  harassment  and  security  purposes.  They 
can  occur  at  any  time  for  any  reason,  or  infraction  at  the  order  of  the 
Warden.  As  Dr. Reinhold  Aman,  an  ex-federal  prisoner  explains  in  his  book, 
Hillary  Clinton's  Pen  Pal:  A guide  To  Life  and  Lingo  in  Federal  Prison 
(Maledicta  Press),  it  is  "to  close  down  an  entire  prison  by  forcing  all 
prisoners  to  stay  in  their  cells  or  dorms  around  the  clock,  often  for  days, 
usually  during  disturbances  or  before  anticipated  riots."  Lockdowns  last 
from  a week  to  two  or  more. 

All  prisoners  are  locked  in  their  cells  continuously,  except  for  meals. 
During  this  time,  guards  can  search  cells  and  many  times  trash  them.  And 
if  a prisoner  reacts  to  a search,  they  are  put  in  segregation,  that  is,  in 
an  isolation  cell  referred  to  as  "seg"  or  the  "hole."  Dr.  Aman  explains 
it  as  "a  punishment  of  disciplinary  segregation  cell  without  privileges 
for  prisoners  who  have  violated  some  regulation.  It  can  rage  from  a 
filthy,  horrible,  cold,  windowless,  and  inhumane  cell  without  even  a 
blanket  to  one  acceptable  for  housing  human  beings. 


Call  the  prison  at  913/682-8700  or  Fax  the  warden  at  913/682-0041.  Put 
citizen  pressure  on  to  show  support  for  Leonard  and  to  stop  the  Lockdown. 
Ask  the  following: 

Ask  the  person  who  answers,  what  is  their  name. 

Why  is  there  Lockdown? 

How  is  Leonard  Peltier? 

When  are  they  going  to  lift  the  Lockdown? 

PS:  As  for  a copy  of  the  book,  call  707/523-4761  or  get  at  an  offbeat 
bookstore.  He  asks  that  people  address  him  by  academic  title  and  B.o.P 
(Bureau  of  Prisons)  number.  It  is  Dr.  Reinhold  Aman  03873-089. 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 
Voice  & Fax  612/377-4212 

"RE : Prison  Still  on  Lockdown"  - 

Date:  Mon,  14  Dec  1998  19:31:39  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom(3prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Prison  still  on  Lockdown:  Peltier/  Fwd.  from  LPDC: 

December  14th,  1998:  update 

The  prisoners  at  USP  Leavenworth  are  still  locked  down.  This  lock  down  is 
unusually  long  and  prison  officials  say  that  it  may  end  this  Wednesday. 

All  of  the  prisoners  are  being  punished  harshly  for  an  altercation  which 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with.  The  prisoners  are  still  unable  to  use  the 
phone  or  have  legal  or  regular  visits.  Please  continue  calling  the  prison 
and  inquiring  why  they  are  punishing  the  prisoners.  Please  ask  about  the 
well  being  of  Leonard  Peltier.  Thanks--LPDC  staff 

December  9th 

For  immediate  release: 

All  of  the  prisoners  at  US  Federal  Penitentiary  Leavenworth  have  been  under 
lock  down  since  Friday  of  last  week.  The  prisoners'  cells  have  been 
stripped  of  their  belongings.  Today  prisoners  were  allowed  to  be  let  out 
of  their  cells  for  ten  minutes  to  shower.  This  was  the  first  time  they  had 
been  let  out  since  Friday.  A fight  is  what  allegedly  prompted  prison 
officials  to  lock  down  the  prisoners  however,  they  have  locked  everyone 
down  - regardless  of  whether  they  had  any  involvement  in  the  alleged 
altercation,  details  of  which  are  not  being  released  by  prison  officials. 
Prisoners  are  not  being  allowed  any  legal  visits  or  phone  calls  and  we  are 
concerned  for  their  safety.  Please  call  the  prison  immediately  and  ask 
them  on  what  grounds  they  are  locking  down  inmates  and  ask  them  if  Leonard 
Peltier  is  okay.  Make  sure  they  know  that  we  are  looking  out  for  him. 
Prison  officials  are  usually  extremely  unresponsive  to  concerns,  but  it  is 
important  that  their  phones  ring.  Call  your  Congress  and  Senate  people 
immediately  and  ask  them  to  inquire  into  the  situation  and  to  relay  any 
information  to  you  that  they  receive.  Thank  you. 

The  LPDC 

USP  Leavenworth 

913-682-8700 

Bureau  of  Prisons 

202-307-3198 

202-514-6878  fax 

"RE;  Help  for  Ida  Mae  Clinton"  

Date:  Mon,  07  Dec  1998  19:42:27  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Help  for  Ida  Mae  Clinton  (Alvin's  wife) 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 


Date:  Mon,  07  Dec  1998  15:45:00  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Andrew  Vernon  Bessler  <avb@dana . ucc . nau . edu> 


Sub j : The  Voice  of  Relocation 


Dear  Bob: 

Can  you  please  post  the  following?  Verna  Clinton  asked  me  that  I 
put  this  out  there  to  everyone  in  the  internet  world. 

### 

I just  got  done  reading  Bahe's  conversation  with  Pauline  Whitesinger.  Her 
voice  needs  to  be  heard  considering  she  is  one  of  the  last  warriors  in 
America's  Great  Indian  Wars.  It  is  important  to  stay  informed  of  the 
events  that  are  occurring  right  now.  We  must  know  all  the  facts  so  that  the 
thin  human  wall  we  have  for  the  resistors  is  not  blown  on  a few  people 
crying  "the  sky  is  falling!"  Many  family  members  I have  spoken  to  are 
fully  aware  of  the  seriousness  of  the  "courtesy  notices"  the  relocation 
office  served  to  non-signers  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement,  they  will  not 
relocate  nor  sign  anything.  I am  constantly  amazed  at  their  strength  and 
spiritual  convictions  that  keep  them  where  they  are.  Are  they  after  movie 
rights?  Will  they  build  condos  and  golf  courses?  no,  their  convictions 
stem  from  only  the  highest  human  values  we  can  ever  hope  to  attain.  The 
resistors,  despite  over  24  years  of  pressure  remain  steadfast  in  their 
beliefs.  I feel  honored  to  know  them. 

In  any  case,  one  family  in  particular  has  asked  for  help.  Ida  Mae  Clinton 
from  the  Star  Mountain  area  south  of  the  Hopi  mesas  asked  me  to  put  the 
word  out  that  she  needs  help.  Her  daughter,  Verna  Clinton,  her  daughter 
will  keep  a calendar  in  which  people  who  wish  to  come  and  stay  with  Ida 
may  call  Verna  and  put  their  names  and  dates  they  can  help  on  Verna's 
calendar.  Ida  Mae  is  continuing  the  resistance  to  relocate  her  late 
husband,  Alvin  struggled  with  until  his  death  last  year.  Please  contact 
Verna  Clinton  to  help  out  at  520-674-5024.  All  she  asks  is  that  people  who 
come  to  the  land: 

1)  Work  hard  and  come  prepared  to  non-violently  document  further 
contacts  with  federal  officials 

2) Refrain  from  drug  use  while  staying  with  Ida. 

3) Are  self-sufficient  in  terms  of  their  own  money. 

4) If  they  are  vegetarians,  come  with  their  own  food  (Ida  will  cook 

for  you,  but  most  dishes  include  meat) . 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  getting  orientation  in  Flagstaff  or  more 
specific  info,  please  call  Verna  or  the  Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support 
Group  in  Flagstaff  at  520-773-8086. 
thank  you 
andy  bessler 

Anthropology  Grad  student,  NAU 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/welcome. html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : New  Big  Mountain  Video  Available"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Dec  1998  08:04:58  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : New  Big  Mountain  Video  Available 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Good  news.  For  those  of  you  who  are  directly  trying  to  educate  the  public 
about  the  atrocities  against  the  native  peoples  of  Big  Mountain,  there  is  a 
video  available  from  Sol  Communications. 

I have  not  seen  it  yet,  but  knowing  some  of  the  video  work  that  Mauro  has 


been  doing  down  there  (and  risking  his  life,  I might  add,  to  get  some  of 
it),  it  should  have  some  pretty  provocative  stuff.  With  that  as  a teaser, 
now  the  heavy  part.  This  BIGMTLIST  post  goes  out  to  372  supporters, 
including  other  lists  and  persons  who  repost  it  to  their  lists  or  forward 
it  to  friends.  It  also  gets  posted  on  various  college  bulletin  boards. 

The  total  number  of  persons  reading  this  could  be  estimated  between  1500  to 
2000  persons  or  more.  Please  don't  all  of  you  ask  Mauro  for  this  video 
just  to  have  something  interesting  to  look  at  for  the  evening!  Sol 
Communications  (http://www.solcommunications.com)  is  a 501(c)3  non-profit 
corp.  and  does  not  have  unlimited  financial  resources.  Producing  and 
mailing  these  tapes  costs  him  time  and  money. 

I think  he  would  appreciate  an  appropriate  (tax  deductible)  contribution  to 
cover  his  expenses  and  further  his  human  rights  documentary  and  advocacy 
work.  His  snail-mail  address  listed  on  his  website  is:  Meye-SOL,  6303  Fair 
Ave,  North  Hollywood  CA  91606.  His  email  is  meyesol@eudoramail.com. 

Mauro  is  also  a musician  and  performer.  Please  see  his  music  and  video 
related  pages  at  http://www.solcommunications.com/mauro.html  and 
http: //www. sol communications . com/mauro/aboutthecd . html 
http: //www. sol communications . com/mauro/ video . html 

And  now,  Mauro' s message: 


I have  a 28:30  second  "underground"  cable  show  called  "The  Battle  of  Big 
Mountain".  I had  given  Klandiken  some  copies  and  ISCO  in  Oregon.  This  is 
not  the  documentary  that  we  have  been  working  on,  but  it  does  contain 
footage  that  no  doubt  is  in  that  piece. 

Anyway  many  people  have  asked  me  about  the  cable  show.  I will  send  a copy 
to  any  Big  Mountain  group  that  wants  it.  Since  I will  be  paying  for  the 
copies  and  mailing  I just  ask  that  only  groups  or  people  that  intend  on 
educating  with  it  reply. Also,  any  group  working  with  the  nuclear  issues 
please  contact  me  as  well.  We  made  a similar  piece  during  Corbin  Harney's 
event  at  the  Mercury  gate  last  spring  and  it  came  out  great.  Both  pieces 
have  great  interviews.  The  Battle  of  Big  Mountain  with  John  Benally, 

Roberta  Blackgoat,  Marsha  Monestersky,  Norman  Benally  and  others.  There  is 
also  a music  video  called  Amerika  that  I made  as  well. 

For  the  record,  no  exempt  monies  were  used  in  these  productions. 

Mauro  Oliveira 
SOL  Communications 
maurooliveira@eudoramail . com 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : New  AIM  Chapter"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Dec  1998  01:10:03  EST 

From:  AIMAZ@aol.com 

Sub j : ASSISTANCE  FOR  NEW  AIM  CHAPTER 

I hope  everyone  will  join  AIMAZ  in  welcoming  the  newest  AIM  chapter.  They 
are  the  Eastern  Dakota  AIM  Chapter  and  are  located  between  Peever  and 
Sisseton  South  Dakota.  The  director  is  Della  Eastman  and  the  Co-director 
is  her  husband,  Milton  Eastman.  They  live  on  the  Lake  Traverse  Indian 
Reservation  and  at  a recent  meeting  with  Mike  Haney  there  were 
approximately  100  people  in  attendance.  A very  strong  showing  to  get  this 
chapter  moving.  They  have  a lot  of  plans  for  helping  their  people  and 


especially  with  the  problems  with  the  land  grabbing  going  on  up  there.  The 
government  is  at  it  again  and  is  trying  to  take  the  land.  But,  this  new 
chapter  plans  on  doing  everything  they  can  to  put  a stop  to  that.  We  hope 
to  have  these  guys  online  before  to  long  so  that  you  can  get  first  hand 
updates  from  them. 

The  Eastman's  put  out  a lot  of  their  own  hard  earned  money  to  get  this 
chapter  started.  A lot  of  others  made  donations  also.  But  more  is  needed, 
not  only  for  the  chapter  but  also  for  the  people  on  the  reservation.  I've 
been  asked  by  Della  to  request  any  assistance  from  our  supporters  and 
followers.  They  can  use  things  such  as... toys,  clothes,  etc  for  Christmas 
boxes  for  the  needy,  office  equipment  etc  for  the  chapter,  and  of  course 
monetary  donations  are  gratefully  accepted.  You  can  send  all  donations  to.. 
...AIM  Eastern  Dakota  Chapter,  PO  Box  232,  Peever,  South  Dakota,  57257. 

You  may  call  the  chapter  to  verify  this  request  or  to  find  out  what  is 
needed  by  calling  605-698-7417  or  605-698-7100. 

Please  help  these  guys  get  a great  start  for  the  holiday  season  and  for 
the  new  year. 

In  Struggle, 

T 

AIMAZ 


"RE : Extinction  of  Indigenous  People"  

Date:  Fri,  11  Dec  1998  14:33:52  -0500 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn  <mohawkns@cyberglobe.net> 

Sub j : IS  THE  UNITED  NATIONS  FACILITATING  THE  EXTINCTION 
OF  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE? 

CASNP.  Kahnawake  M.T.  11  Dec  98.  The  following  speech  was  presented 
by  Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  President  of  the  Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity 
with  the  Native  Peoples  to  the  City  of  Toronto  Celebration  of  the  50th 
Anniversary  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  on  Dec.  10, 

1998.  It  went  over  well  with  some  and  not  with  others. 

"In  the  last  few  years  I have  been  to  the  United  Nations  in  New  York 
City  and  I wasn't  impressed. 

THIS  IS  THE  ORGANIZATION  THAT  IS  SUPPOSED  TO  PROTECT  OUR  FUNDAMENTAL 
HUMAN  RIGHTS. 

THIS  IS  THE  ORGANIZATION  THAT  SAYS  IN  ARTICLE  1 OF  ITS  CHARTER  THAT  IT 
IS  "BASED  ON  THE  PRINCIPLE  OF  EQUAL  RIGHTS  AND  SELF  DETERMINATION  OF 
PEOPLES" 

THIS  IS  THE  ORGANIZATION  THAT  CLAIMS  TO  PROMOTE  EQUALITY  "WITHOUT 
DISTINCTION  AS  TO  RACE,  LANGUAGE,  SEX  OR  RELIGION" 

YET  once  again  UN  officials  representing  the  dominant  states  lined  up 
their  people  to  tell  us  what  to  do.  They  controlled  the  meeting,  set 
the  agenda  and  decided  how  many  questions  were  asked.  And  none  of  our 
questions  were  answered. 

THERE  ARE  COMPLICATED  EXCUSES  FOR  THIS.  Today,  I can  only  tell  you  what 
I know.  So  this  is  what  I have  to  say. 

Did  you  know  that  Canada  WAS  THE  FIRST  COUNTRY  TO  SHUT  Indigenous 
Peoples  OUT  of  international  ORGANIZATIONS? 

It  was  Canada  that  placed  Indigenous  societies  throughout  the  world  on 
the  path  to  genocide  and  extinction. 

And  this  happened  recently  in  1923  & 1924 IT  WAS  ONE  OF  THE  FIRST 

THING  CANADA  DID  WHEN  IT  STARTED  TO  SEPARATE  ITSELF  FROM  THE  BRITISH 
EMPIRE  AND  ACTED  AS  A STATE  ON  ITS  OWN. 

SO  I WILL  TELL  YOU  ABOUT  HOW  Canada's  strategy  continues  to  perpetuate 
this  atrocities  on  Indigenous  societies  worldwide. 

THERE  ARE  A LOT  OF  GAPS  IN  THE  WAY  CANADA  TELLS  HISTORY. 

I BET  MOST  OF  YOU  DIDN'T  KNOW  THAT  THE  IROQUOIS  CONFEDERACY  NEVER  AGREED 
TO  BE  PART  OF  CANADA! 

Did  you  know  that  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  of  Six  Nations,  near 
Brantford  Ontario,  sent  a representative,  Deskahe,  to  Geneva  in  1923  to 
apply  for  membership  in  the  League  of  Nations? 

I AM  A CITIZEN  OF  THE  IROQUOIS  CONFEDERACY.  I WOULD  LIKE  TO  REMIND  YOU 


THAT  WE  STARTED  OFF  AS  ALLIES  OF  BRITAIN  AND  WE  NEVER  AGREED  TO  GIVE  UP 
OUR  INDEPENDENT  STATUS. 

We  had  a democratic  government  before  you  had  even  heard  of  "responsible 
government" . 

When  Europeans  were  having  a hard  time  making  it  in  North  America,  we 
were  their  allies  and  helped  them. 

When  her  colonies  revolted  in  the  American  War  of  Independence  we  moved 
north  and  to  this  day  we  remain  independent  British  allies. 

Things  started  to  go  wrong  for  us  when  Britain  started  giving  local 
self-government  on  our  land  to  European  settlers. 

Canadians  started  to  ignore  us.  We  did  the  best  we  could.  They 
mismanaged  our  trust  funds  & allotted  our  lands  without  our  consent.  In 
the  end  Canadians  started  treating  us  like  wards  of  their  Crown  and  as 
British  subjects.  They  wanted  to  assimilate  us  & they  started  forcing 
their  laws  on  us. 

How  would  you  feel  if  the  United  States  started  to  make  laws  about  stray 
dogs  or  collecting  taxes  in  Canada?  That's  what  you  did  to  us! 

In  1920  we  petitioned  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  to  decide  on  the 
legality  of  the  Indian  Act  and  on  the  interference  by  the  Department  of 
Indian  Affairs  in  our  government. 

We  asked  for  a constitutional  reference,  like  Canada  did  on  Quebec.  But 
in  1920  Canada  refused  to  let  the  court  hear  our  case  on  the  advice  of 
Duncan  Campbell  Scott  in  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Dust  think  about  that.  We  were  complaining  about  Scott's  interpretation 
of  the  law  & Canada  let  him  decide  if  our  complaint  should  be  heard! 

So  we  petitioned  the  Governor  Genera.  Our  petition  got  sent  back  to 
Duncan  Campbell  Scott. 

Then  we  petitioned  the  King  in  England  & our  petition  got  sent  to  the 
Governor  General  in  Canada.  Guess  who  he  sent  it  to?  You  guessed  it! 
Duncan  Campbell  Scott! 

We  still  wanted  our  issues  to  be  looked  at  by  an  impartial  third  party. 
So  we  chose  Chief  Deskaheh,  the  Speaker  of  our  Council,  to  get 
international  help. 

Then  Canada  started  to  make  plans  to  send  the  RCMP  to  invade  our 
territory!  That  was  the  last  straw!  Deskaheh  sent  a petition  to  the 
Queen  of  the  Netherlands  because  the  Netherlands  had  been  our  allies 
back  in  the  days  when  New  York  was  known  as  New  Amsterdam. 

The  Netherlands  submitted  our  petition  to  the  League  of  Nations.  But 
Canada  claimed  that  we  were  not  independent.  They  got  Great  Britain  to 
bury  our  case  by  putting  pressure  on  the  Netherlands.  So  the  League  did 
not  considered  our  case. 

You  had  to  be  a state  to  be  a member  of  the  League  of  Nations  and  Canada 
thought  that  they  could  just  tell  everyone  we  were  not  a state  and  that 
would  be  the  end  of  it. 

Then  Deskaheh  went  to  Geneva  and  got  the  support  of  Estonia,  Persia, 
Ireland  and  Panama  for  the  Permanent  Court  of  International  Dustice  to 
decide  whether  or  not  we  were  a state.  The  Confederacy  is  entitled  to 
the  respect  that  is  due  any  other  nation  in  the  world  according  to  the 
criteria  of  nationhood  - having  a population,  a functioning  government, 
language,  culture  and  a land  base. 

Well,  guess  what  happened?  Canada  got  the  British  Empire  to  lean  on  all 
those  little  states.  So... instead  of  the  international  court  realizing 
we  were  a state,  people  just  had  to  take  Canada's  word  for  it  that  we 
weren 't . 

We  were  still  looking  for  a way  to  get  a neutral  investigation  of  our 
complaints.  So  we  were  looking  into  arbitration  at  the  Hague.  Then 
Canada  found  a way  to  shut  us  out  once  and  for  all. 

How?  Canada,  that  great  defender  of  democracy  & human  rights,  quickly 
got  an  order  in  council  declaring  that  our  government  was  going  to  be 
replaced  with  a council  elected  under  Canada's  Indian  Act. 

What  would  you  do  if  the  United  States  sent  in  the  Marines  and  announced 
it  wasn't  going  to  deal  with  the  Canadian  Prime  Minister  any  more,  that 
it  was  going  to  give  you  a right  to  vote  for  Senators  and  Congressmen? 
Would  you  appreciate  your  free  choice  to  vote  in  that  kind  of  election? 

That's  the  kind  of  choice  Canada  gave  us  and  we  didn't  like  it. 


Canada  turned  its  back  on  our  Council  where  over  fifty  Chiefs 
represented  our  people  and  held  an  illegal  election. 

Guess  how  many  people  voted?  Only  25! 

In  October  1924  Canada  sent  in  the  RCMP  and  brutally  threw  out  the 
Confederacy  Chiefs  from  the  Council  House.  They  put  in  their  Council 
and  announced  to  the  world  that  the  Six  Nations  had  a progressive  new 
council,  which  promptly  passed  a resolution  saying  that  Deskaheh  no 
longer  represented  the  Six  Nations. 

This  closed  the  door  on  our  ever  getting  any  neutral  adjudication  of  our 
issues.  To  this  day  Canada  insists  on  dealing  with  us  through  its 
fraudulently  imposed  Indian  Act.  And  Nations  throughout  the  world  HAVE 
adopted  this  same  position. 

Indigenous  people  everywhere  are  excluded  from  the  society  of  nations 
and  this  did  not  change  when  the  League  of  Nations  was  replaced  by  the 
United  Nations. 

We  are  excluded  from  neutral  adjudication  of  the  injustices  imposed  on 
us.  WE  ARE  EXCLUDED  FROM  THE  NEGOTIATING  TABLE  AS  EQUAL  VOTING  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  COMMUNITY.  All  our  powerful  neighbours  have  to  do 
TO  EXCLUDE  US  is  to  claim  that  our  complaints  are  an  "internal  domestic 
concern"  and  we  are  left  to  their  mercy  that  is  abusing  us. 

WE  CANNOT  HAVE  A NEUTRAL  ARBITRATOR  TO  DETERMINE  OUR  RIGHT  TO  REPRESENT 
OURSELVES. 

ACCORDING  TO  CANADA  MIGHT  MAKES  RIGHT. 

Canada's  action  has  gone  on  to  create,  in  effect,  a Department  of  Indian 
Affairs  within  the  United  Nations  to  enforce  the  colonization  of 
Indigenous  people  worldwide. 

Indigenous  people  everywhere  are  denied  basic  human  rights  and  are 
targets  of  genocide.  We  cannot  officially  ask  for  help  outside  the 
colonizer  state  that  is  denying  us  human  rights. 

Today  Canada  lobbies  vigorously  to  deny  us  a voice  at  the  United  Nations 
and  at  the  international  level. 

TODAY  I WOULD  LIKE  TO  ASK  THE  CANADIAN  PEOPLE... IS  THIS  REALLY  WHAT  YOU 
WANT? 

DO  YOU  REALLY  BELIEVE  IN  EQUAL  RIGHTS  AND  DEMOCRACY OR  DO  YOU  BELIEVE 

IN  THE  COLONIAL  POLICIES  OF  YOUR  DEPARTMENT  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS  AND  YOUR 
RACIST  INDIAN  ACT? 

IF  YOU  BELIEVE  IN  THE  PRINCIPLES  SET  OUT  IN  THE  UNITED  NATIONS  CHARTER, 
ISN'T  IT  TIME  TO  START  TREATING  ALL  PEOPLE  EQUALLY,  REGARDLESS  OF  RACE? 

ISN'T  IT  TIME  TO  STOP  YOUR  ASSIMILATIONIST  POLICIES  AT  BOTH  THE  NATIONAL 
AND  INTERNATIONAL  LEVEL? 

According  to  documents  recently  found  in  the  National  Archives  By 
William  Schabas,  of  the  University  of  Quebec,  Dohn  Humphrey,  of  McGill 
University,  wrote  the  48  articles  in  the  draft  declaration.  He  had  just 
been  appointed  the  UN's  first  commissioner  of  human  rights.  There  was  a 
conscious  strategy  within  the  Canadian  government  to  stop  the 
declaration.  Canada  said,  "We  don't  like  it  and  we're  going  to  stop 
it".  The  Canadian  government  played  a subversive  not  a supportive  role 
with  little  regard  for  human  rights.  The  cabinet  intensely  disliked  a 
document  that  baldly  stated  everybody  is  equal  before  the  law.  They  had 
a deep  and  abiding  fear  of  economic  and  social  rights.  In  the  end,  the 
Canadian  delegation  lead  by  Lester  B.  Pearson  did  not  sign  the  document. 

We  are  glad  the  truth  about  Canada  is  starting  to  come  out.  The  problem 
is  not  that  Aboriginal  people  did  not  have  the  right  to  vote  in  Canada. 

The  problem  was  and  continues  to  be  that  Canada  refuses  to  recognize 
Aboriginal  jurisdiction  and  refuses  to  recognize  our  true  traditional 
governments.  Canada  is  willing  to  look  for  human  rights  violations 
overseas  but  they  are  not  willing  to  deal  with  human  rights  violations 
here. 

Canada  hides  the  fact  they  are  so  wealthy  because  they  know  now  how  to 
take  and  sell  our  property.  Remember,  stolen  property  that  is  given  to 
others  for  their  benefit  is  still  stolen  property.  Canada  refuses  to 
deal  fairly  with  the  Indigenous  nations  from  whom  they  stole  all  the 
land  and  resources.  But  they  so  ready  to  criticize  the  Asians  who 
finally  told  off  Prime  Minister  Chretien  about  their  genocidal  policies 
against  Indigenous  people.  Canada  refuses  to  recognize  and  deal  with 


real  Indigenous  governments  except  with  their  own  puppet  councils  under 
their  own  Indian  Act. 

Canada  refuses  to  subject  the  relationship  between  Indigenous  Nations 
and  Canada  to  an  third  party,  violating  the  first  principles  of  the 
rule  of  law,  which  is  the  right  to  an  impartial  neutral  party  to  mediate 
disputes.  Canada's  genocidal  practice  is  to  control  the  tribunal  and 
courts  which  judge  the  native  people  and  their  issues.  They  are  the 
judge,  jury  and  executioner. 

I SAY  TO  YOU,  ISN'T  IT  TIME  TO  ACCEPT  US  AS  EQUAL  PARTNERS  IN  THE  FUTURE 
AND  LET  US  PRESENT  OUR  COMPLAINTS  TO  INDEPENDENT  AND  NEUTRAL 
ADJUDICATORS  WHO  ARE  NOT  UNDER  THE  THUMB  OF  OUR  COLONIZERS? 


JOIN  THE  CASNP  MOVEMENT.  We  are  a grassroots  movement  of  native  and 
non-native  people  who  take  direction  from  Aboriginal  people  and  refuse 
governmental  funding.  Memberships,  sales  of  books  and  videos  and 
donations  are  the  main  source  of  funds,  and  volunteers  are  the  backbone 
of  CASNP. 

Please  order  CASNP' s "Resource  Reading  List  - an  annotated  bibliography 
of  works  by  and  about  Native  peoples"  ($20). 

Address:  P.O.  Box  991,  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory  (via  Quebec,  Canada) 

J0L  1B0  450-632-6926  Fax  450-632-2413  Email  casnp@cyberglobe.net 

Website : http : //users . cyberglobe . net/~casnp 
Iroquois  style  jewellery  for  sale: 
http: //www. cyberglobe. net/users/otsira 
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Legislature  approves  compacts  for  tribal  casinos 
c.  Associated  Press 
By  GRETA  GUEST 
12-11-98 

LANSING,  Mich.  (AP)  Republican  Gov.  John  Engler  won  approval  for  four 
tribal  casinos  in  the  state  Legislature  Thursday  by  a nose. 

Engler-negotiated  compacts  finally  passed  the  state  House  48-47  on 
Thursday,  followed  by  a 21-17  vote  in  the  Senate  early  Friday. 

Engler 's  strategy  to  get  legislative  ratification  of  the  compacts  has 
included  frequent  meetings  with  House  Republicans  who  cast  'no'  votes  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday.  Few  of  them  changed  their  votes,  but  some  agreed  to 
not  vote  at  all  by  Thursday. 

Engler  spokesman  John  Truscott  said  his  boss  succeeded  by  persuading 
members  that  voting  for  the  compacts  was  the  only  way  to  slow  down,  if  not 
stop,  the  expansion  of  gambling  in  Michigan. 

"He  realized  it  wasn't  an  easy  decision  for  people  to  make,"  Truscott 
said.  "It  is  controversial  for  people  who  are  fundamentally  opposed  to 
gambling,  and  the  expansion  of  gambling  . . . which  is  the  same  position  as 
the  governor's." 

But  those  who  voted  against  the  compacts  said  the  governor's  lobbying 
was  more  effective  than  his  logic. 

"It's  hard  to  beat  a $31  billion  PAC  (political  action  committee),"  said 
Rep.  Kirk  Profit,  D-Ypsilanti,  referring  to  the  state  budget  controlled 
largely  by  Engler.  "It  shows  the  level  of  intensity  they  have  for  this 
thing.  Wouldn't  it  be  nice  if  this  same  level  of  intensity  was  applied  to 
mental  health,  education,  taxes?" 

Rep.  Andrew  Raczkowski,  R-Farmington  Hills,  who  will  be  House  Majority 
Floor  Leader  next  session,  was  absent  from  the  floor  while  voting  occurred. 
He  had  said  he  opposed  the  expansion  of  casino  gaming  but  didn't  want  the 
state  to  end  up  in  court.  He  ended  up  not  casting  a vote. 


Englen  has  argued  that  without  the  compacts,  the  tribes  would  get 
approval  from  the  federal  government,  leaving  the  state  with  no  control 
over  the  number  of  casinos  per  reservation  and  without  a portion  of 
revenues . 

The  new  casinos  would  be  located  in  New  Buffalo,  Mackinaw  City,  Battle 
Creek  and  Manistee. 

On  each  day  of  negotiations,  Engler  increased  his  promises  to  sway  House 
votes  in  favor  of  the  compacts.  He  pledged  not  to  negotiate  further 
compacts  if  these  four  are  accepted,  and  he  said  he  would  lobby  Congress 
to  gain  changes  in  the  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act. 

The  1988  federal  law  requires  tribes  and  states  to  negotiate  gaming 
compacts  with  approval  from  the  governor  and  Legislature.  Short  of  that, 
tribes  can  pursue  approval  from  the  federal  government  with  none  of  the 
rules  that  the  state  may  want  to  impose. 

Unlike  the  seven  Indian  gaming  compacts  approved  in  1993  allowing  14 
casinos  to  open  in  Michigan  the  four  new  compacts  will  limit  the  tribes 
to  one  casino  per  reservation. 

The  compacts  allow  the  state  8 percent  of  slot  machine  revenues;  2 
percent  of  that  cut  goes  to  local  governmental  units. 

Some  House  members  were  disturbed  by  the  amount  of  lobbying  outside  and 
inside  the  chamber.  Some  Republicans  said  they  received  calls  on  their 
private,  unlisted  House  telephone  numbers  from  Marian  Hitch,  urging  a 
vote  in  favor  of  the  compacts. 

Ms.  Ilitch  and  several  others  have  an  interest  in  one  Detroit  casino  and 
in  the  planned  Indian-run  casino  in  Manistee.  She  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment  Thursday. 

Rep.  Penny  Crissman,  R-Rochester,  voted  no  on  Wednesday  and  earlier 
Thursday,  changed  to  a 'not  voting,'  which  is  neutral.  She  said  she 
received  a call  from  Ms.  Ilitch  on  Wednesday  that  angered  her  so  much  she 
planned  to  vote  against  the  compacts. 

"She  was  appealing  to  my  sense  of  humanity,  saying  how  these  other 
tribes  have  been  helped,"  Crissman  said.  "I  told  her  I'm  just  tired  of  the 
expansion  of  Indian  gaming." 

Crissman  was  hopeful  that  because  the  compacts  prohibit  casinos  from 
opening  within  150  miles  of  Detroit,  none  could  open  in  Oakland  County. 

The  tribes  seeking  the  compacts  are  the  Pokagon  Band  of  Potawatomi 
Indians,  the  Little  Traverse  Bay  Bands  of  Odawa  Indians,  the  Little  River 
Band  of  Ottawa  Indians  and  the  Huron  Band  of  Potawatomi  Indians. 

Tribal  officials  estimated  the  four  new  compacts  would  mean  $215  million 
in  construction  and  support  2,500  construction  jobs.  Once  operational, 
they  also  would  create  3,400  new  jobs  and  bring  in  $400  million  in  new 
revenues . 

Mike  Malik,  a developer  with  a management  agreement  with  the  Little 
River  Band  of  Ottawa  Indians,  said  it  will  give  the  four  communities  a 
chance  to  prosper. 

"I  think  it's  a great  opportunity  for  them  and  their  communities,"  he 
said.  "That's  the  great  thing  about  tribes  they  put  the  money  back  into 
the  communities  they  come  from." 
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Frustrated  Indian  Affairs  Commission  briefed  on  Occaneechi  ruling 
By  PAUL  NOWELL 
c.  Associated  Press 
12-11-98 

ASHEBORO,  N.C.  (AP)  After  twice  denying  tribal  recognition  to  the 
Occaneechi  Band,  a frustrated  state  Indian  Affairs  Commission  found  itself 


facing  the  issue  again  Friday  because  of  a judge's  ruling. 

At  their  quarterly  meeting,  commission  members  were  briefed  by  attorneys 
on  Monday's  40-page  decision  by  Administrative  Law  ludge  Dolores  Smith  in 
favor  of  granting  recognition  for  the  Saponi  Nation  band. 

Smith's  decision  sent  the  case  back  to  the  commission.  It  will  have 
between  three  and  six  months  to  make  a decision  after  it  gets  all  of  the 
records  from  the  judge. 

After  Friday's  meeting,  commission  members  followed  attorney  David 
Steinboch's  advice  not  to  discuss  the  case  with  the  media. 

However,  commission  director  Greg  Richardson  expressed  the  feelings  of 
some  members. 

"We  are  disappointed  in  the  judge's  decision,"  he  said  in  an  interview. 
"We've  been  dealing  with  this  for  eight  years.  It's  cost  us  a lot  of  time 
and  money." 

Since  1990,  the  Occaneechi  have  pursued  state  recognition  and  the  grants 
and  other  financial  assistance  that  would  follow. 

The  Indian  Affairs  Commission  has  twice  found  the  Occaneechi  failed  to 
meet  the  criteria  for  recognition.  Specifically,  the  commission  contends 
the  band  failed  to  trace  its  history  in  North  Carolina  back  200  years  as 
required . 

"Here  we  have  a non-Indian  court  judge  who  has  probably  never  dealt  with 
an  Indian  issue  in  her  life,  yet  she  makes  a monumental  decision  which 
takes  control  over  tribal  sovereignty  away  from  the  tribes,"  Richardson 
said . 

No  official  representatives  from  the  Occaneechi  attended  the 
commission's  meeting  at  the  Caraway  Conference  Center  near  Asheboro. 

After  the  briefing  from  their  attorney,  the  commission's  only  action 
involving  the  dispute  was  to  designate  Steinboch  to  represent  the 
commission's  historical  position  against  recognition. 

Glen  Peterson,  general  counsel  to  the  state  Department  of  Administration, 
agreed  to  serve  as  the  commission's  legal  advisor  on  the  current  case. 

Steinboch  advised  the  commissioners  to  read  Smith's  ruling  carefully. 

The  commission  might  have  to  conduct  special  meetings  before  members  can 
make  another  ruling,  he  said. 

"Each  of  you  is  now  acting  like  a judge,"  Steinboch  said,  urging  them  to 
refrain  from  discussing  the  case  publicly  until  their  decision  has  been 
made. 

The  Occaneechi  have  contended  the  band  was  unfairly  characterized  as 
having  given  up  its  identity  to  prosper  during  the  1940s  and  1950s.  The 
Occaneechi  reorganized  themselves  as  a tribe  in  1984. 

There  are  six  recognized  tribes  in  North  Carolina.  The  Eastern  Band  of 
Cherokee  is  the  only  one  that  also  has  achieved  federal  recognition,  which 
means  it  has  access  to  federal  help  and  money. 

State-recognized  tribes  are  the  Coharie,  Haliwa-Saponi,  Lumbee,  Meherrin 
and  Waccamaw-Siouan . State  recognition  can  be  a step  toward  federal 
recognition,  which  confers  special  rights,  privileges  and  federal 
subsidies  and  grants. 
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Ninilchik  awaits  BIA  tribal  contract  ruling 

c.  AP 

12-10-98 

KENAI  (AP)  Natives  from  the  Kenai  Peninsula  village  of  Ninilchik  are 
awaiting  a ruling  that  could  define  the  future  of  the  Ninilchik 
Traditional  Council. 

A decision  is  expected  soon  on  the  results  of  a Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 


investigation  that  may  determine  the  fate  of  two  federal  contracts  with 
the  council,  which  is  the  official  tribal  government  for  Ninilchik. 

The  BIA  is  probing  allegations  of  wrongdoing  by  tribal  officials.  The 
agency  has  threatened  to  cancel  the  council's  contract  if  it  finds 
evidence  that  it  mismanaged  contracts  or  chose  its  board  of  directors  in 
violation  of  its  own  tribal  constitution. 

The  BIA  gives  the  tribe  about  $120,000  a year  to  provide  social  services 
The  contract  originally  was  to  expire  on  Sept.  30,  or  at  the  end  of  the 
federal  fiscal  year.  But  when  the  three-year  contract  came  up  for  a 
routine  renewal,  the  BIA  declined  extending  it  only  to  Nov.  30  pending 
the  results  of  its  investigation. 

The  BIA  has  said  it  will  continue  to  provide  services  to  Ninilchik  in 
other  ways  if  it  withdraws  recognition  and  money  from  the  council. 

The  past  two  weeks  have  seen  a flurry  of  secretive  meetings  involving 
the  council,  federal  agencies,  their  attorneys  and  Ninilchik  activists 
pushing  for  tribal  reforms. 

Officials  at  the  BIA's  regional  office  in  Duneau  told  the  Peninsula 
Clarion  on  Wednesday  that  a letter  would  be  sent  to  the  council  as  soon  as 
supervisors  approve  its  content. 

They  declined  to  discuss  the  letter  until  its  release,  but  suggested 
that  it  would  contain  important  information  about  the  BIA  contract. 

The  Native  community  in  Ninilchik  has  been  divided  over  the  tribal 
council  for  several  years. 

The  BIA  was  drawn  into  the  conflict  after  dissidents  expelled  by  the 
tribal  council  filed  a formal  request  with  the  inspector  general,  accusing 
council  managers  of  misconduct,  misuse  of  funds,  conflicts  of  interest  and 
nepotism . 

The  Bureau  sent  a team  to  Ninilchik  in  Dune  and  spent  a week  poring 
through  tribal  records  and  reviewing  the  council's  compliance  with  terms 
of  its  contract  to  administer  BIA  grant  money. 

Another  major  contract  that  could  be  in  jeopardy  is  one  with  the  Indian 
Health  Service,  which  underwrites  the  Ninilchik  Community  Clinic. 

The  annual  Indian  Health  Service  contract,  worth  about  $140,000  per  year 
originally  was  scheduled  for  renewal  at  the  end  of  September.  But  the 
agency  extended  the  contract  only  through  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  to 
await  the  BIA's  conclusions. 

Chris  Mandregan,  the  Alaska  area  director  for  the  Indian  Health  Service, 
said  his  agency  is  working  closely  with  the  BIA. 

It  hasn't  launched  its  own  investigation,  but  will  rely  on  the  BIA's 
conclusions,  Mandregan  said  Wednesdays 
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'Mayan  Riviera'  Off-Limits  to  Mayas 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MARK  STEVENSON 
12/12/98 

X-CARET,  Mexico  (AP)  --  Offering  snorkeling  and  swimming  amid  a jungle 
setting,  X-Caret  is  the  most  popular  theme  park  along  the  stretch  of 
Caribbean  known  as  the  Mayan  Riviera.  But  the  only  Maya  tourists  are 
likely  to  find  there  is  Ezequiel  Chan  Noh. 

The  80-year-old  former  gum-tree  tapper  is  paid  to  sit  in  a hut  in  a 
"reconstructed"  Maya  village  in  a forgotten  corner  of  the  park  --  a mostly 
fabricated  series  of  rivers,  lagoons  and  caves  meant  to  represent  the 
natural  state  of  the  area. 

Chan  Noh  spends  his  day  weaving  baskets  as  the  occasional  tourist 
stumbles  upon  the  "village,"  usually  while  looking  for  the  park  exit. 


"I  worked  cutting  mahogany  until  the  trees  ran  out/'  Chan  Noh  said.  "I 
tapped  gum  trees,  now  that's  all  gone." 

He  remembered  a time  when  little  money  changed  hands  in  the  area,  and 
most  Mayas  led  self-sufficient  lives  fishing  or  farming. 

"Now,  so  much  is  bought,  nothing  is  made,"  Chan  Noh  said. 

The  Mayas  also  once  had  a history  of  defending  their  land:  They  fought 
one  of  the  last  major  Indian  rebellions  on  the  continent.  The  Caste  War, 
which  wasn't  crushed  on  the  Caribbean  coast  until  the  early  1900s. 

Still,  Chan  Noh  said  he's  happy  to  have  the  relatively  undemanding  job 
at  the  theme  park. 

Many  other  Mayas  on  the  Mayan  Riviera  are  not  as  lucky:  They  live 
crowded  into  construction  camps  25  miles  to  the  north. 

There,  50  men  or  more  are  squeezed  into  each  20-foot-by-80-foot, 
unventilated  tarpaper  shack,  in  hammocks  so  pressed  together  they  don't 
have  room  to  swing,  with  one  toilet  for  every  30  men. 

Most  are  brought  from  neighboring  Maya  states  like  Yucatan  to  live  in 
the  camps  for  as  long  as  two  years,  while  they  work  in  the  building  boom 
that  tourism  has  brought  to  this  sunny  stretch  of  Mexico. 

Most  of  the  workers  still  speak  a Maya  language,  and  their  ancestors 
ruled  the  area  before  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish. 

But  their  $5-a-day  wages  don't  leave  enough  to  pay  the  $39  entry  fee  for 
X-Caret,  and  security  guards  keep  them  from  entering  the  beaches  where 
the  temples  their  ancestors  built  still  sit. 

"They  build  these  poorly  made  camps,  and  bring  people  in  to  work  in 
subhuman  conditions,  and  the  cost  to  the  company  is  almost  zero,"  said 
Tulio  Arroyo,  a member  of  the  Cancun  activist  group  Alianza  Civica. 

In  the  camp,  few  people  were  willing  to  talk  as  two  security  guards 
waved  residents  away. 

"It's  a hard  life,"  construction  worker  Pedro  Peech  said  before  he 
spotted  the  guards  and  fell  silent. 
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Book  warns  to  expect  delays  at  Voisey's  Bay  12/13/98 
By  BOB  BENSON  The  Telegram 
Mick  Lowe 

Don't  hold  your  breath  - Voisey's  Bay  nickel  likely  won't  be  developed 
until  2010,  according  to  hard  rock  mining  journalist  and  author  Mick  Lowe. 
"My  feeling  is  it  won't  be  done  with  Inco  and  I'm  not  at  all  sure  it  will 
resemble  the  project  before  us  now,"  Lowe  said  last  week  during  a visit  to 
St.  John's. 

"The  key  log  in  the  log  jam  is  aboriginal  rights,  and  until  they  are 
resolved  legally  I am  not  sure  anything  can  happen  on  the  ground  in 
Northern  Labrador,  morally  and  politically." 

Lowe  was  in  St.  John's  to  promote  his  book  Premature  Bonanza  - Standoff  at 
Voisey's  Bay.  It  relates  how  Inco  Ltd.,  the  world's  nickel  producer,  outbid 
another  mining  giant,  Falconbridge  Ltd.,  and  paid  $4.6  billion  for  the 
ownership  of  the  ore  body  in  Labrador. 

"It  seemed  there  might  well  be  a joker  in  the  Voisey's  Bay  deck  that  Inco 
and  Falconbridge  had  never  faced  in  its  other  Canadian  operations  - 
aboriginal  land  claims,"  Lowe  writes. 

"The  Voisey's  ore  body  was  on  land  claimed  by  both  the  Innu  and  the  Inuit 
peoples,  and  such  matters  are  ignored  at  one's  peril,  as  the  Quebec 
government  learned  when  it  tried  to  bring  another  James  Bay  hydro 
development  on  stream." 

In  addition  to  the  aboriginal  land  claims,  other  factors  such  as 
international  nickel  demand  and  prices  will  also  contribute  to  a possible 
delay  in  the  development  timetable,  Lowe  said. 

"Say  the  Inuit  settle  by  2000,  and  the  Innu  by  2002.  It's  only  then 


negotiations  can  start  on  the  developing  Voisey's  Bay/'  he  said.  "It  might 
be  possible  to  start  some  construction  in  2007,  but  that  assumes  the  issue 
of  the  location  and  the  smelter  will  be  resolved.  There  are  the 
imponderables  of  world  nickel  demand,  because  right  now  the  world  doesn't 
need  any  more  nickel." 

Lowe  has  been  following  the  mining  industry  for  25  years  from  his  home 
near  Sudbury,  Ont.,  where  nickel  has  been  mined  for  more  than  a century. 

"I  live  in  a mining  and  smelter  town,  and  for  five  generations  it's  been  a 
good  living  for  a lot  of  people,"  he  said. 

But  there's  also  a down  side. 

"A  recent  United  Nations  report  said  Inco  is  the  third  largest  polluter 
of  toxins  in  North  America,"  he  said,  "but  base  metal  mining  and  refining 
is  heavy  industry  so  at  some  point  their  has  to  be  a trade-off  for  jobs." 
Lowe  said  the  trade  off  in  Northern  Labrador  would  be  to  exchange  a 
pristine  and  untouched  environment  for  jobs  and  infrastructure  and  lakes 
filled  with  mine  tailings  and  toxic  materials. 

Lowe  first  came  to  the  province  in  the  fall  of  1996  to  see  the  Voisey's 
Bay.  He  returned  in  February  1998. 

"On  the  first  trip,  everything  seemed  ready  to  go,"  Lowe  said.  "When  I 
came  back,  I found  more  issues  and  questions  cropping  up.  I am  aware  of  the 
environmentalists'  objections  to  locating  a smelter  in  Argentina.  If  it  goes 
to  Labrador,  where  will  the  power  come  from?  These  questions  of  the  smelter 
location  will  have  to  be  resolved,  and  so  far  I don't  see  that  happening." 
Lowe  said  he  came  to  the  province  convinced  the  people  of  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador  deserve  financial  and  other  benefits  from  Voisey's  Bay.  He  still 
believes  that,  and  he  sides  with  the  provincial  government  policy  of  no 
mine,  no  smelter. 

But  visits  with  the  Innu  in  Labrador  also  opened  his  eyes  to  their  point 
of  view. 

"When  flying  over  Labrador  from  Goose  Bay  to  Nain,  you  don't  see  a fence, 
or  house,  and  you  think  it's  nothing  but  an  empty  area  in  which  you  could 
have  a mine,"  he  said.  "But  I soon  came  to  understand  the  aboriginal  view 
of  the  land.  It's  a place  to  find  shelter,  a place  to  fish  and  hunt,  a 
refuge,  and  it  will  be  ruined  by  the  mine." 

In  the  meantime,  Inco  has  an  incurred  a large  debt  because  of  the  Voisey's 
Bay  purchase. 

"Inco  is  shrinking  before  your  eyes,"  he  said.  "It's  likely  Inco  will  have 
to  sell  the  property  or  itself  be  taken  over  by  another  industry  player." 
Like  many  members  of  the  mining  industry  at  the  time  of  the  Voisey's  Bay 
purchase  in  1996,  Inco  likely  thought  it  was  only  a matter  of  time  before 
the  project  got  under  way,  the  author  said.  But,  he  added,  no  one  factored 
in  aboriginal  land  claims  or  the  province's  insistence  there  could  be  no 
development  without  building  the  smelter  here. 

"All  those  factors,  and  the  environmental  impact  statements,  just  might 
work  out  in  favour  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,"  Lowe  said.  "They  will 
provide  enough  lead  time  to  iron  out  the  wrinkles  so  when  development  comes 
around  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  people." 
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Native  American  and  Environmental  Activists  Ask  California 
Governor-Elect  Gray  Davis  to  Reject  the  Ward  Valley  Nuclear  Dump 


by  Philip  M.  Klasky 

(Sacramento,  California)  --  While  the  new  members  of  the  California  state 
legislature  were  being  sworn  in  today.  Native  American  leaders  and 
environmental  activists  delivered  a letter  signed  by  over  135 
organizations  calling  for  Governor-elect  Gray  Davis  to  reject  the  proposal 
for  a controversial  nuclear  waste  dump  at  Ward  Valley,  California. 
Signatories  included  some  of  the  nation's  largest  environmental 
organizations,  indigenous  rights  groups  and  environmental  organizations 
from  Canada,  Mexico,  Europe  and  Asia.  For  the  last  eight  years.  Governor 
Pete  Wilson  has  made  construction  of  the  nuclear  dump  a centerpiece  of  his 
political  agenda. 

The  nuclear  power  industry  plans  to  bury  radioactive  wastes,  mostly  from 
nuclear  power  plants,  in  shallow,  unlined  trenches,  above  an  aquifer, 
twenty  miles  from  the  Colorado  River,  in  the  midst  of  critical  habitat  for 
an  endangered  species  and  on  land  considered  sacred  aboriginal  territory 
for  the  five  lower  Colorado  River  Indian  tribes. 

The  letter  states  that  the  dump  project  would  threaten  the  Colorado 
River,  source  of  water  for  22  million  people  in  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  and  violate  environmental  justice  mandates.  The  letter  asks  Davis 
to  withdraw  the  state  of  California's  request  for  the  land  and  bring  to  an 
end  the  decade  long  fight  over  the  dump  project. 

Davis  also  received  a letter  from  Reverend  Hesse  Hackson  delivered  by 
representatives  of  the  Rainbow  Coalition  stating  that,  "Indian  peoples  and 
communities  of  color  should  not  be  the  dumping  ground  for  dangerous  wastes 
and  reckless  waste  disposal  projects."  San  Francisco  Supervisor  Gavin 
Newsom  wrote  to  Davis  reminding  him  that  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  passed  a resolution  this  last  year  opposing  the  dump  project. 

Los  Angeles,  Berkeley,  Marin,  Imperial  and  San  Bernardino  Counties  have 
also  passed  similar  resolutions. 

As  State  Controller,  Gray  Davis  opposed  the  dump  project  on  both 
environmental  and  economic  grounds.  Davis  authored  a report  that  found, 
based  on  experience  at  other  failed  dump  sites,  that  leakages  at  the  Ward 
Valley  facility  could  cost  California  taxpayers  as  much  as  $500  million  in 
clean-up  costs. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  top  Democratic  leadership  of  the  state 
legislature  alleged  that  the  method  by  which  the  Wilson  administration  has 
attempted  to  obtain  the  federal  land  at  Ward  Valley  is  illegal.  This 
claim  coupled  with  an  historic  113  day  occupation  of  the  proposed  dump 
site  by  Native  American  and  environmental  activists  halted  a federal 
environmental  review  of  the  proposal. 

During  his  recent  election  campaign,  Davis  expressed  serious  concerns 
about  the  proposed  dump  contractor,  US  Ecology,  who  was  licensed  by  the 
Wilson  administration  to  build  the  facility.  Formerly  known  as  Nuclear 
Engineering  Company,  US  Ecology  has  left  a trail  of  leaking  dumps  and 
litigation  across  the  country.  All  four  of  their  nuclear  waste  dumps,  in 
Washington,  Kentucky,  Illinois  and  Nevada,  are  leaking.  Their  Maxey  Flats, 
Kentucky  facility  was  put  on  the  EPA's  Superfund  list  of  most  polluted 
sites  after  plutonium  and  other  radioactive  wastes  were  discovered 
leaking  from  the  dump.  Earlier  this  year,  Nebraska  turned  away  a US 
Ecology  nuclear  waste  dump  proposal  over  concern  about  the  company's  track 
record  compounded  by  the  firm's  deteriorating  financial  condition. 

In  her  bid  for  re-election.  Senator  Barbara  Boxer  successfully 
campaigned  on  her  long-standing  opposition  to  the  Ward  Valley  dump. 

Public  opinion  polls  show  that  a majority  of  Californians  oppose  the  dump 
project,  although  many  are  unaware  of  the  proposal. 

The  Wilson  administration  has  been  an  aggressive  dump  proponent.  The 
state  of  California,  along  with  US  Ecology,  is  currently  suing  the  federal 
government  in  federal  district  court  in  an  attempt  to  force  the  government 
to  transfer  the  land  at  Ward  Valley  to  the  state  and  begin  construction  of 
the  dump.  Davis  has  yet  to  indicate  what  he  decide  to  do  about  the 
proposed  dump  project  once  he  assumes  office  in  Hanuary  1999. 
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
LET'S  MAKE  A DNA  DEAL 

The  Globe  and  Mail,  December  7,  1998,  by  Carolyn  Abraham 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Not  so  long  ago,  potatoes  and  turnips  were  the  only  produce  available  at 
the  grocery  store  in  the  remote  community  of  Sandy  Lake,  Ont.  Now,  there 
are  rows  of  green  peppers,  broccoli  and  leaf  lettuce.  It  was  part  of  the 
deal.  The  Ojibwa-Cree  who  live  there  made  sure  of  it. 

When  researchers  wanted  to  hunt  for  the  genetic  traits  that  had  caused 
the  Sandy  Lake  First  Nation  to  have  the  third-highest  diabetes  rate  in  the 
world,  the  people  had  some  requests  of  their  own. 

Anthropologists,  sociologists  and  housing  planners  had  journeyed  to  the 
Northwestern  Ontario  reserve  many  times  in  the  past.  They  had  come  toting 
surveys,  questionnaires  and  empty  promises.  "People  were  just  sick  of 
research  projects,  being  asked  questions  and  never  seeing  any  kind  of 
return  on  that,"  Deputy  Chief  Harry  Meekis  said.  "We  learned  from 
experience. " 

In  return  for  residents  giving  researchers  samples  of  their  DNA  to 
unearth  the  genes  responsible  for  their  diabetes  epidemic,  the  band  council 
asked  for  fresh  food,  expanded  medical  services,  special  school  programs 
and  royalties  from  any  cash  that  flows  from  the  project.  They  got  it  all. 

The  deal  makes  Sandy  Lake  one  of  the  few  places  in  the  world  where  a 
community  has  negotiated  compensation  in  exchange  for  the  DNA  of  its 
members . 

To  scientists  and  a growing  number  of  firms  searching  for  genetic 
mutations  that  cause  diseases,  DNA  is  a precious  resource.  Billions  of 
dollars  in  revenue  await  if  they  can  locate  a culprit  gene  and  find  a way 
to  stop  it.  The  prospect  of  eliminating  ailments  at  their  root  has  sent 
gene  hunters  on  a search  to  collect  DNA  from  homogeneous  populations. 

Yet  nowhere  has  this  been  challenged  more  than  among  indigenous  people, 
whose  bloodlines  have  attracted  researchers  for  centuries  and  whose  leaders 
have  historically  been  deal  makers.  The  irony  of  Sandy  Lake  is  that  the 
Canadian  researchers  spearheading  the  project  are  hardly  flush  with  cash. 
The  genes  of  the  Oji-Cree  are  believed  to  have  limited  profit  potential. 

The  Sioux  Lookout  Zone  is  the  size  of  France,  named  for  a gentle  rise 
where  tribes  watched  for  the  approach  of  warring  Sioux  from  the  south.  It 
stretches  250,000  square  kilometres  across  the  Canadian  Shield,  a dense 
cloak  of  bush,  forests,  rivers  and  streams.  Thirty  native  communities  are 
nestled  within  it.  The  only  road  connecting  them  and  the  world  outside  is  a 
two-month  winter  route  across  frozen  lakes.  Most  visitors  come  by  boat, 
plane  or  snowmobile.  Government  treaties  created  most  of  these  reserves  in 
the  early  1900s.  Sandy  Lake  is  one  of  the  oldest,  a village  carved  from  the 
woods  near  the  Manitoba  boundary.  Its  birth  eventually  brought  heated 
cottages,  chesterfields,  junk  food,  satellite  television  and  the 
Sho-goh-wah-pee-nay  --  native  terminology  for  diabetes,  "the  sugar 
disease. " 

Sandy  Lake's  2,000  residents  know  it  well.  Diabetes  has  cost  many  of 
them  their  sight,  their  limbs  and  their  kidneys. 

When  Stewart  Harris  arrived,  the  band  council  had  a simple  question: 


"Why  is  there  so  much?"  Dr.  Harris  had  been  posted  as  the  medical  director 
of  Sioux  Lookout  in  1990.  He  was  33  at  the  time  and  fresh  from  a 
development  project  in  Nepal.  Sandy  Lake,  like  most  of  the  reserves  in  the 
Sioux  Lookout  Zone,  had  its  own  Third  World  conditions.  Close  to  80  per 
cent  of  the  population  collected  unemployment.  Running  tap  water  was  a 
novelty.  Government-issue,  two-bedroom  homes  slept  10.  Some  were  so 
dilapidated  "you  wouldn't  park  your  car  in  it,"  Dr.  Harris  said. 

But  it  was  the  sugar  disease,  not  economics,  that  required  immediate 
attention  and  he  telephoned  Bernard  Zinman,  director  of  the  Banting  and 
Best  Diabetes  Centre  at  the  University  of  Toronto  and  a senior  scientist  at 
the  Samuel  Lunenfeld  Research  Institute  at  Mount  Sinai  Hospital.  The  two 
doctors  agreed  that  Sandy  Lake's  diabetes  would  first  have  to  be 
quantified.  But  that  would  mean  surveys  and  questionnaires.  They  had  to 
meet  the  chief. 

Mr.  Meekis  recalled  the  advice  the  doctors  were  given.  "We  told  them, 

'You  will  need  the  support  of  the  community,  not  just  the  council, ' " he 
said.  "This  meant  the  doctors  could  not  dictate  the  position."  For  the  next 
18  months.  Dr.  Harris  and  Dr.  Zinman  spoke  with  the  people  of  Sandy  Lake. 
They  also  scrambled  for  money  to  fund  their  research. 

Ontario  said  no.  The  federal  government  said  no.  The  U.S.  National 
Institutes  of  Health  gave  them  $25,000  (U.S.).  "We  went  back  to  the 
Canadians  and  said,  'Look,  the  Americans  think  this  is  interesting.  Don't 
you  think  it  should  be  interesting  to  you?'  " Dr.  Harris  said.  Both  the 
provincial  and  federal  governments  reconsidered  and  over  the  years  have 
provided  $950,000. 

Part  of  that  money  allowed  the  diabetes-prevalence  study  in  Sandy  Lake 
to  begin,  and  when  it  was  over  the  results  were  staggering:  25  per  cent  of 
the  residents  had  diabetes  --  five  times  the  national  average.  The  rate  was 
50  per  cent  among  those  over  the  age  of  50.  Early  signs  of  the  disease 
could  be  detected  in  children  as  young  as  10.  The  incidence  of  diabetes  is 
notoriously  high  among  native  populations. 

The  world's  highest  rate  belongs  to  Arizona's  Pima  Indians,  whose 
hunting  and  gathering  were  also  replaced  by  the  sedentary  ways  of  the  white 
man.  The  Naurua  natives  of  Micronesia  claim  second  place.  Their  Pacific 
homeland  lies  directly  beneath  the  path  of  migratory  birds  and  after  they 
abandoned  their  traditional  lifestyle  to  mine  the  phosphate-rich  guano  that 
had  dropped  for  eons  on  their  island,  diabetes  arrived.  Wealth  had  made 
them  sick. 

Only  in  the  past  30  years  had  diabetes  appeared  in  Sandy  Lake,  and 
already  it  had  zoomed  to  No.  3 on  the  list.  Doctors  had  known  the  truth 
from  the  beginning.  The  mix  of  genetics  and  environment  had  produced  a foul 
stew. 

In  1995,  Dr.  Zinman  got  in  touch  with  Robert  Hegele,  then  a geneticist 
in  Toronto  who  was  schooled  in  the  methods  of  gene  hunting.  When  Dr.  Hegele 
heard  the  story  of  Sandy  Lake,  he  thought  immediately  of  the  1960s  theory 
that  aboriginal  people  had  "thrifty  genes." 

"These  were  genes  that  were  supereconomic  with  calories,"  Dr.  Hegele 
said.  When  native  people  lived  as  nomadic  tribes,  it  was  feast  or  famine, 
and  most  often  famine.  Their  metabolism  used  every  smidgen  of  energy 
ingested,  storing  the  excess  for  the  lean  times  between  hunts.  But  now  it's 
feast  and  feast  and  the  grocery  store  carries  the  same  items  you'd  find  at 
a 7-Eleven,"  said  Dr.  Hegele,  who  has  since  moved  to  the  Robarts  Research 
Institute  at  the  University  of  Western  Ontario.  "Their  metabolism  still 
tends  to  treat  every  morsel  that  passes  their  lips  as  caloric  gold.  They 
hold  on  to  it,  become  obese  and  develop  health  problems,  like  diabetes." 

Dr.  Hegele  felt  that  several  "thrifty  genes"  had  remain  unchanged  in  the 
people  of  Sandy  Lake  despite  the  rapid  change  in  their  environment. 

Gene  hunting  would  mean  another  study  and  another  meeting  with  the 
chief.  Chief  Eli  Sawanas,  Mr.  Meekis  and  an  elder  named  Walter  Kakepetum 
flew  the  2,000  kilometres  southeast  to  Toronto  in  the  winter  of  1995.  They 
arrived  at  Mount  Sinai's  boardroom  table  in  jeans  and  casual  shirts  and  sat 
among  the  suits  and  ties  of  the  hospital  brass  and  listened.  Dr.  Hegele 
told  them  that  their  people's  diabetes  was  like  car  trouble.  Their  bodies 
were  getting  lousy  gas  mileage  and  he  was  the  mechanic  who  would  figure  out 
why.  "Was  it  the  carburetor,  the  engine?"  he  said.  He  would  have  to  unravel 


their  DNA  to  find  the  genes  that  were  instructing  their  bodies  to  hoard  the 
calories  and  sugar  --  the  genes  responsible  for  their  Sho-goh-wah-pee-nay . 
If  he  could  pinpoint  them,  he  could  tinker  with  them  and  perhaps  even  find 
a way  to  reverse  the  damage  they  were  causing.  The  project  might  draw 
financial  backing  from  a drug  company  interested  in  developing  a therapy 
for  diabetes,  hospital  officials  said. 

Obviously,  the  researchers  would  need  the  blood  of  Sandy  Lake  residents 
to  harvest  their  DNA.  Then  there  was  a pause. 

"What  do  you  want?"  the  hospital  officials  asked. 

It  was  Mr.  Meekis's  turn  to  speak. 

"It  was  the  most  riveting  moment  when  Harry  got  up,"  Dr.  Harris  said. 
"Here  was  this  man  who'd  grown  up  on  the  trap  line  and  I don't  know  what 
grade  he  got  to,  but  he  was  the  most  powerful  speaker  I'd  ever  seen.  You 
would  have  thought  that  what  with  them  coming  down  from  the  North  to  this 
downtown  corporate  world  of  Toronto,  they  would  have  been  uncomfortable.  It 
didn't  show." 

Mr.  Meekis,  40,  had  no  formal  education.  He  was  born  in  the  bush,  was 
taught  by  his  grandfather  and  grew  into  a voracious  reader.  In  adulthood, 
negotiations  became  Mr.  Meekis's  specialty.  He  is  in  charge  of  the 
construction  of  an  $18-million  water-sewer  system  in  Sandy  Lake,  a 
$10-million  school  and  an  $8-million  project  to  retrofit  homes. 

"We  want  an  agreement,"  Mr.  Meekis  told  the  hospital  officials. 

"Most  people  who  do  genetic  research...  don't  ask  what  the  other  side 
wants,"  Dr.  Zinman  said  later,  "but  one  has  to  appreciate  the  community  and 
their  participation." 

Mr.  Meekis  talked  of  partnership,  the  community's  contributions,  and  he 
said  that  if  a discovery  were  to  bring  a windfall  the  people  of  Sandy  Lake 
should  receive  a share  of  royalties.  The  researchers  went  one  step  further. 
They  said  Sandy  Lake  should  receive  it  all.  A photograph  of  Mr.  Meekis,  Mr. 
Sawanas,  Mr.  Kakepetum  and  Mount  Sinai  Hospital  officials  now  hangs  in  the 
band  council  office.  Chiefs  meeting  chiefs. 

The  diabetes  project  at  Sandy  Lake  has  changed  the  reserve.  Fresh  food 
is  flown  in  to  the  grocery  store,  where  signs  posted  in  the  native  language 
indicate  healthy  choices.  Families  receive  guided  tours  of  the  shopping 
aisles,  home  visits  from  a nutritionist  and  classes  on  health-conscious 
cooking.  A special  diet  and  exercise  curriculum  have  also  been  created  for 
children  in  Grades  4,  5 and  6.  The  three  doctors  make  regular  visits  and 
believe  the  lifestyle  "interventions"  are  an  essential  part  of  their 
project,  which  is  partly  sponsored  by  Kraft  Ltd.,  Eli  Lily  Canada  Inc.,  the 
Samuel  Lunenfeld  Research  Institute  and  the  University  of  Toronto. 

Genetics  paints  only  half  the  picture,  they  said.  This  is  just  as  well: 
The  gene  hunt  has  plodded  along  on  a shoestring  budget  and  it  is  not  likely 
to  get  much  richer.  The  doctors  have  asked,  discussed  and  solicited.  But  no 
drug  company  will  bite.  The  suspicion  is  that  genes  linked  to  diabetes  in 
the  Oji-Cree  are  unlikely  to  yield  a promising  therapy  for  the  general 
population.  The  native  band's  battle  with  the  Sho-goh-wah-pee-nay  is  too 
unique. 

Dr.  Hegele  is  not  disappointed.  For  the  past  three  years,  he  has  been 
sifting  through  their  DNA,  backed  by  modest  amounts  from  the  Canadian 
Diabetes  Association  and  the  Medical  Research  Council  of  Canada.  A family 
in  London,  Ont.,  donated  the  funds  for  the  gene  sequencing  lab  where  he 
works.  "I'm  not  opposed  to  finding  funding  for  it,  but  I think  having  an 
industrial  sponsor  would  complicate  things,"  Dr.  Hegele  said.  "Industrial 
funding  usually  comes  with  strings  attached;  there  are  conditions  on 
reporting  findings  and  scientific  autonomy."  He  hopes  to  publish  his 
findings  early  next  year. 

The  discovery  may  not  make  Sandy  Lake  residents  rich,  but  Mr.  Meekis 
hopes  that  it  will  make  them  well.  "We  don't  to  be  known  as  the  community 
with  the  third-highest  rate  of  diabetes  in  the  world,"  he  said.  "We  want  to 
be  the  community  that  turned  the  problem  around." 
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THANK  YOU  TO  ONE  AND  ALL 

San  Cristo'bal  de  las  Casas,  Chiapas,  December  1 1998.  The  ENCOUNTER 
BETWEEN  the  CIVIL  SOCIETY  and  the  ZAPATISTA  ARMY  OF  NATIONAL  LIBERATION 
was  a great  success,  attended  by  more  than  3000  people  from  all  over  the 
country  and  observers  from  20  other  countries. 

The  results  are  very  encouraging,  in  Table  1,  for  the  first  people  of 
very  different  points  of  view  came  together  and  agreed  to  carry  on  a 
collaborative  effort  working  in  favor  of  Peace:  The  CONSULTATION  on  the 
document  elaborated  by  COCOPA  in  the  matter  of  Rights  and  Indigenous 
Rights  and  Culture,  that  will  take  place  in  all  the  municipalities  in  the 
country.  5000  Zapatistas  Delegates  will  cover  the  whole  country  In  table 
2:  The  struggle  for  Peace  in  Mexico,  and  at  the  Table:  The  National 
Situation,  a rich  set  of  proposals  were  given. 

All  this  effort  is  a firm  step  in  favor  of  Peace  with  Justice  and 
Dignity,  is  a civil  initiative  to  move  away  from  the  phantom  of  the  War 
and  violence,  with  the  proposals  of  all  we  will  manage  to  make  of  the 
dialogue  a form  to  solve  the  problems  and  differences  that  affect  us  all. 

With  events  like  this,  we  are  creating  a new  citizen  culture  of 
participation  and  for  that  reason,  by  its  support,  its  ideas,  it's 
decision  to  look  for  new  forms  of  coexistence,  we  wish  to  say  to  you" 
mean  to  them: 

THANK  YOU! 

To  all  and  all  those  that  made  Encuentro  between  the  Civil  Society  and 
the  Eje'rcito  Zapatista  de  Liberacion  Nacional  possible.  To  all  and  all 
those  that  with  its  effort  they  cooperated  in  construccion  of  La  Paz. 

Thanks  to  those  that  arrived  and  those  that  did  not  arrive,  to  doctors 
and  health  promoters,  the  technical  support  on  electricity  and  sound,  the 
drivers,  to  they  that  made  guard  in  cinturo'n  civil  for  Peace,  to  them  who 
made  available  their  computers  and  printers  to  those  who  accompanied  the 
trips  of  the  Zapatistas  Delegates,  to  them  who  made  their  trucks  available, 
to  those  who  donated  gasoline,  to  the  street  cleaners,  to  the  children  that 
filled  with  joy  the  spaces,  to  the  musicians  and  puppeteers,  to  them  who 
were  in  charge  to  prepare  the  food,  to  them  that  donated  1 kilo  of  grain, 
or  sugar,  rice,  water,  medicines,  coffee,  bread,  etc.,  to  those  who  made 
financial  contributions  , to  them  who  opened  its  houses  and  lodgings,  to 
them  that  sang,  to  those  who  smiled,  to  those  who  watched,  to  them  that 
approached, to  those  who  doubted,  to  the  sancristobalenses,  to  all  the 
mexicans,  to  all  the  international  observers.  To  all  those  that  by  their 
contribution 

With  joy  and  firm  conviction  that  it  was  a great  SUCCESS  for  all 
Mexicans,  repeated  THANKS  and  receive  a strong  hug. 

There  is  still  a lot  to  do,  now  comes  national  Consulta  on  indigenous 
rights,  we  required  once  more  time  of  the  push  of  all  of  us. 

Kindly: 

THE  ORGANIZING  COMMISSION  IN  SAN  CRISTOBAL  OF  THE  ENCOUNTER  BETWEEN  THE 


CIVIL  SOCIETY  AND  THE  EZLN 


NUEVO  AMANECER  PRESS-N.A.P.To  know  about  us  visit: 
http://www.nap . cuhm .mx/nap0 .htm  (Spanish) 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107, this  material  is  distributed 
without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior  interest.  This 
information  is  for  non-profit  research  and  education  purpuses  only. 

**We  encourage  you  to  reproduce  this  information  but  please  give  credit  to 
the  source,  translator  and  publication,  thank  you.** 

General  Director : Roger  Maldonado-Mexico  Director  Europe:  Darrin  Wood-Spain 
Advisor  and  Special  Correspondent :Guillermo  Michel-Mexico . 

NAP  Coordination :Susana  Saravia 

"RE : Sacred  Sites"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Dec  1998  10:37:17  -0600  (CST) 

From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

Sub j : sacred  sites  (fwd) 

UUCP  email 

Background  info  -- 

I've  been  asked  to  spread  this  message.  Please  post  this  mesage  if 
possible  and  pass  it  along.  Please  link  to  this  site.  Thanks. 

Subject:  Sacred  Sites 

Oyate.  This  is  a call  to  all  Native  people.  My  name  is  lim  Anderson.  I am 
the  Cultural  Chairman  of  the  Mdewakanton  Dakota  Community. 

Right  now,  the  Minnesota  Department  of  Transportation  is  about  to  put  an 
unneeded  road  through  our  sacred  land. 

What  they  intend  to  do  is  cut  four  ancient  oak  trees  that  are  planted  in 
the  four  directions.  It  is  a dance  circle  and  the  road  is  going  to  go  right 
over  this  spot.  This  is  against  their  own  federal  laws  in  the  Indian  Rights 
Act.  They  have,  for  the  last  ten  years  been  disturbing  our  grandfather's 
bones  and  sacred  items  in  the  disguise  of  maintenance  to  cover  themselves. 

I am  making  a plea  to  all  my  brothers,  black,  red,  yellow  and  white  in  the 
name  of  the  sacred  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  to  come  to  this  place  and  fight  this 
wrong.  We  have  joined  with  Big  Woods  Earth  First!  in  defending  this  area, 
and  have  held  off  the  bulldozers  for  over  ten  days  now.  We  are  growing 
stronger  every  day. 

My  people,  the  Mendota  Dakota  are  the  guardians  of  this  land  and  the  Blue 
Man  has  come  again  to  uproot  these  sacred  trees  that  are  over  three  hundred 
years  old.  They  want  to  destroy  our  artesian  well  that  has  supplied  our 
grandfathers  since  the  beginning  of  time.  For  more  information  please 
contact  me  at  DMKerr9@aol . com  or  612-825-7050.  We  need  your  help. 

Pidamaya  Koda 
Dim  Anderson 

<A  HREF="http: //members . aol . com//dmkerr9/Mendota_Sacred_Sites . html">Mendota 
Sacred  Sites</A> 


This  just  came  in  ... 

Everybody  please  look  at  this  and  see  what  you  can  do.  Hesse  Ventura,  I 
hear,  one  of  his  campaign  pledges  was  to  help  make  things  right  for  the 
Indians.  He  seems  like  a decent  kinda  guy,  would  be  worthwhile  writing 
some  letters  to  him. 

Thanks  -- 
Dee 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  2 Dec  1998  10:08:24  EST 
From:  DMKERR9@aol.com 
Subject:  sacred  sites 

Dear  Friends, 

Today  was  Thanksgiving  and  what  a wonderful  day  it  was.  I woke  this  morning 


to  a beautiful  sunrise  with  colors  of  crimson  and  purple  streaking  across 
the  sky.  On  my  morning  walk,  the  unfolding  morning  took  my  breath  away  and 
reminded  me  again  of  how  precious  life  is  and  how  sacred  is  Mother  Earth. 

We  went  out  to  the  Site  (occupied  lands  slated  for  the  re-route), 
to  participate  in  the  Thanksgiving  celebration  and  dinner  going  on  out 
there.  After  way  to  much  food,  we  listened  to  speeches  by  Clyde  Bellcourt 
(AIM  Leader),  Him  Anderson  and  others.  Although  the  sun  was  shining  so 
warmly  on  all  of  us  and  the  food  was  so  good,  the  words  being  said  were 
profound  and  disquieting.  Clyde  and  Dim  both  voiced  our  deepest  fears. 

There  have  been  rumors  lately  that  the  State  is  getting  ready  to  mobilize 
the  National  Guard.  There  are  several  factors  that  give  some  weight  to 
these  rumors.  MnDot  has  strongly  advised  one  the  original  residents  that 
she  must  vacate  her  house  by  the  9th  of  December. . Clyde  and  Dim  reiterated 
that  they  had  no  doubts  why  she  was  being  asked  to  leave  so  strongly.  In 
other  words,  so  the  National  Guard  could  march  in!  They  are  stationed  just 
minutes  away!  The  10th  is  the  fourth  month  anniversary  of  the  occupation  of 
the  site  and  finally,  many  people  have  hunched  that  the  crunch  is  coming 
and  maybe  it  will  be  a false  alarm,  (hopefully)  but  everyone  is  picking  up 
on  something  and  we  hear  there  have  been  a lot  of  meetings  behind  closed 
doors  at  MNDOT.  These  first  two  weeks  of  December  are  going  to  be  very 
crucial.  Clyde  has  told  us  that  it  is  so  important  during  this  period  for 
everyone  to  spend  as  much  time  at  the  camp  as  possible.  The  more  people 
there  the  better.  If  there  is  any  possible  way  for  any  of  you  to  come  here, 
now  is  the  time  to  come. ! 

Clyde  strongly  re-affirmed  the  commitment  of  AIM  and  guaranteed  that  they 
would  be  there  no  matter  what.  He  also  informed  us  that  there  would  be  some 
changes  at  the  Camp.  There  was  going  to  be  a council  set  up  so  that  all 
decisions  would  go  through  the  council.  There  would  be  some  tightening  up 
of  the  Camp  and  a higher  level  of  expectation  in  regards  to  respect  for 
Spiritual  practices  and  doing  things  with  the  right  attitude.  He  lovingly 
acknowledged  everyone  of  us  as  real  warriors  regardless  of  race  and 
encouraged  us  to  be  strong  and  united.  All  of  his  and  the  other  talks  were 
moving  and  impossible  to  totally  recount  here  other  than  to  tell  you  that 
they  illustrated  again  how  important  this  cause  really  is. 

Many  of  you  have  asked  how  you  can  be  of  help  and  we  have  referred  you  to 
our  web  page  for  direction,  see.. 

<A  HREF="http : //members . aol . com//dmkerr9/Mendota_Sacred_Sites . html" >Mendota 
Sacred  Sites</A>  http : //hometown . aol . com/dmkerr9/Mendota_Sacred_Sites . html 
. Dim  Anderson  and  I had  a discussion  the  other  night  and  decided  that  this 
was  the  time  to  share  with  you  the  urgency  of  our  needs  and  alert  you  to 
our  present  situation.  I think  the  best  way  to  do  this  is  to  give  you  a 
"what  to  do  now  " list.  Look  it  over  and  see  if  there  is  a way  you  can 
respond.  Every  effort  on  your  part  is  so  greatly  appreciated. 

1.  Pray.  However  you  do  it,  just  do  it.  Whether  you  visualize  a positive 
outcome  or  pray  outright,  just  do  it  and  do  it  a lot! 

2.  A letter  campaign  to  Desse  Ventura.  He  is  our  new  governor.  You  can 
write  to  him  at  Governor  Desse  Ventura,  B5  Capitol,  75  Constitution  Ave., 

St.  Paul,  Mn.,  55155.  Or  you  can  email  him  at 

Desse. Ventura(3smtpgwy2. governor. state. mn. us.  In  your  letter,  please  be 
polite.  Be  honest  and  clear  but  no  name  calling  or  anything  that  would  make 
him  want  to  discount  your  letter  as  a 'crank'  letter.  We  want  to  be  viewed 
as  sane  and  sensible  with  a valid  point. 

3.  Contributions.  We  desperately  need  some  funds  to  keep  going.  Winter  is 
coming  and  winter  in  Minnesota  is  no  picnic!  People  are  in  tents  and  are 
staying  out  there  at  their  own  expense.  Some  have  quit  their  jobs  because 
it  is  the  only  way  they  can  man  the  site  day  and  night.  The  mobile  phone 
bill  alone  is  now  300  dollars.  The  camp  cannot  function  without  a phone. 
There  are  many  expenses  like  food,  business  costs,  heating,  and  on  and  on. 

We  need  supplies  but  mostly  we  need  some  hard  cash  to  pay  the  bills!  We  put 
on  a benefit  concert  and  that  helped  but  we  can't  do  it  alone.  If  you  don't 
feel  comfortable  sending  money  or  supplies  to  the  address  listed  on  the 
"help"  page  of  the  web  site,  you  can  send  it  to  me  and  I will  personally 
make  sure  it  gets  in  the  right  hands.  I will  personally  take  it  out  to  the 
Camp  and  give  it  to  the  Council  and  I will  return  a receipt  to  you  right 
away.  My  address  is  Diane  Kerr  3117  Park  Ave.,  Mpls,  Mn.  55408.  When 


writing  a check,  make  sure  to  specify  "for  the  re-route  55"  on  your  check. 
4.  Are  there  any  good  writers  out  there?  We  need  some  "good  letters  to  the 
editor" 

that  we  can  distribute  to  the  local  papers  out  here.  We  can't  guarantee 
that  your  letter  would  get  used  but  if  it  is,  we  will  send  it  signed  by 
someone  here  so  the  paper  will  accept  it.  This  would  be  great!  We  are  all 
so  darned  busy,  we  keep  meaning  to  do  this  but  can  never  seem  to  get  to  it 
as  there  are  so  many  other  pressing  things  to  do. 

5.  Please  let  people  know  about  this.  Tell  your  friends.  Link  them  up  to 
our  web  page  and  let  them  know  how  to  help  too. 

Finally,  we  have  some  very  important  new  information  for  you  to  read  on 
the  web  site.  We  have  just  gotten  some  very  powerful,  confirming  material 
from  the  lawyers  with  confirming  back  up  letters  from  experts  in  various 
fields.  If  you  had  any  doubts  at  all,  read  this  new  material.  It  will  make 
everything  very,  very  clear!  Knowing  the  facts  will  help  you  to  talk  or 
write  about  this  subject  more  clearly. 

Friends,  this  is  a long  letter  and  I thank  you  for  your  patience  in 
reading  it.  I will  end  by  reminding  you  that  the  issues  are  grave,  the 
risks  are  great,  the  sacrifices  many  and  the  time  is  now.  Let's  make  it 
count.  Peace, 

Diane  Kerr  for  Dim  Anderson 

"RE : First  Amendment  Repression  on  the  Reservation"  

Date:  Wed,  02  Dec  1998  10:23:55  -0600 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  12/2/98,  pt.  2 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

First  Amendment  Repression  on  the  Reservation:  Native  American  journalists 
are  in  a tough  fight  for  their  basic  freedoms  under  the  First  Amendment 

by  Karen  Lincoln  Michel 
Columbia  Journalism  Review 
November/December  1998 

Michel,  39,  is  a Ho-Chunk  Indian,  free-lance  writer,  and  former  reporter 
for  The  Dallas  Morning  News.  As  a general  assignment  reporter  at  the  La 
Crosse  Tribune  in  Wisconsin,  she  won  the  Wassaja  Award  - the  highest 
honor  given  by  the  Native  American  Journalists  Association  - for  her 
two-year  coverage  of  an  Indian  gaming  controversy.  Michel  is  also 
co-owner  of  the  twice-monthly  paper.  News  From  Indian  Country. 

Paul  DeMain,  editor  and  co-owner  of  news  From  Indian  Country,  believes 
that  a free  press  on  Indian  lands  is  a remote  dream  because  tribal 
leaders  feel  threatened  by  journalists.  In  a country  where  press  freedom 
is  a constitutional  guarantee,  journalists  working  for  American 
Indian-owned  newspapers  are  denied  the  basic,  fundamental  First 
Amendment  rights  that  are  at  the  very  root  of  news  reporting. 

Some  600  such  publications  --  mostly  weekly  and  monthly  newspapers  -- 
are  owned  and  controlled  by  leaders  of  Indian  tribal  governments.  Most 
operate  on  the  conviction  that  the  job  of  the  native  press  is  merely  to 
showcase  the  tribe's  accomplishments  --  not  to  report  the  crimes, 
misdemeanors,  and  malfeasances  that  sometimes  mark  life  on  the 
reservation . 

Tribal  journalists  lack  protection  of  the  First  Amendment  because  its 
safeguards  are  accorded  to  the  owner  of  the  press  --  namely  the  tribal 
government  --  not  the  reporter.  Native  newspeople  have  little  recourse 
against  such  oppression:  Indian  tribes  enjoy  a government-to-government 
relationship  with  the  federal  system,  and  their  unique  legal  status  as 
sovereign  nations  --  a designation  that  predates  the  U.S.  Constitution 
--  shelters  them  from  having  to  comply  with  intrusive  laws  such  as  the 
Freedom  of  Information  Act.  Censorship  and  verbal  attacks  by  tribal 
leaders  against  Indian  journalists  are  commonplace,  often  resulting  in 


staff  firings  and  even  the  shuttering  of  newspapers. 

A study  by  Richard  LaCourse,  editor  of  the  Yakama  Nation  Review  in 
Washington  state,  says  that  only  about  seventy  of  the  557 
federally-recognized  American  Indian  tribes  have  free-press  language  in 
their  constitutions,  but  even  in  those,  it  is  routinely  ignored  by 
tribal  leaders.  In  1968,  Congress  passed  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act, 
which  extends  First  Amendment  rights  to  reservations . But  journalists 
working  for  tribal  media  insist  that  free-press  guarantees  provide 
little  or  no  protection  because  tribal  governments  view  their  newspaper 
staffs  as  employees  wholly  answerable  to  tribal  government. 

It's  a black  eye  on  American  journalism.  Reporters  and  editors  at  many 
of  these  newspapers  learn  to  walk  a thin  line  between  reporting  the 
truth  and  suffering  the  consequences.  The  threat  is  taken  seriously 
because  it  comes  from  the  boss  who  pays  the  news  staff's  salary:  the 
tribal  government. 

Incidents  of  censorship  and  suppression  are  on  the  rise.  Here  are  some 
recent  examples: 

* In  Duly  1997  the  Cherokee  tribal  government  laid  off  the  entire  staff 
of  the  bimonthly  Cherokee  Nation  (circ.:  195,000)  in  Oklahoma.  The 
newspaper  was  covering  allegations  of  wrongdoing  against  the  principal 
chief. 

* In  Dune  1998  Frederick  Lane,  editor  of  the  Lummi  tribe's  monthly 
newsletter,  Squol  Quol,  was  fired  for  failing  to  get  his  articles 
approved  by  representatives  of  the  tribal  council  and  tribal 
administration.  Lummi  tribal  council  secretary  Tim  Ballew  said  Lane  had 
repeatedly  run  stories  that  opposed  projects  that  the  Lummi  nation  --  a 
tribe  of  4,500,  located  about  ninety  miles  north  of  Seattle  --  had 
undertaken  within  the  past  four  years. 

* In  February  1998  the  editor  of  the  weekly  Navajo  Times  in  Arizona 
(circ.:  17,500)  survived  two  attempts  by  the  Navajo  Nation 
administration  to  fire  him,  as  the  paper  continued  to  cover  financial 
mismanagement  involving  Navajo  Nation  president  Albert  Hale. 

* In  October  1997  a reporter  for  the  weekly  Native  American  Press/Ojibwe 
News  (circ.:  10,000)  in  Minnesota  was  arrested  by  tribal  police  for 
trespassing  while  covering  a meeting  about  a controversial  land  sale 
among  Minnesota  Chippewa  tribes. 

Mounting  frustration  prompted  the  Native  American  Dournalists 
Association  (NADA)  --  a group  of  770  members  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada  -- 
to  declare  1998  "The  Year  of  Promoting  Free  Expression  in  Native 
America."  By  focusing  on  free  press  issues,  NADA  hopes  to  educate 
mainstream  North  America  about  the  tough  jobs  tribal  journalists  face, 
and  search  for  solutions.  Says  NADA  past  president  Paul  DeMain,  editor 
and  co-owner  of  News  From  Indian  Country,  a twice-monthly 
privately-owned  newspaper  published  in  Hayward,  Wisconsin  (circ.: 

8,000):  "It's  very  traumatic  because  people  tend  to  lose  their  jobs  for 
reporting  things  that  tribal  leaders  would  rather  not  see  in  print." 

A tribal  journalist's  job  is  most  precarious  in  times  of  tribal 
political  strife.  DeMain  learned  that  lesson  twenty  years  ago  as  editor 
of  the  Lac  Courte  Oreilles  Chippewa  tribe's  LCO  Dournal.  He  refused  to 
let  the  tribal  chairman  review  the  paper's  copy  before  it  was  printed, 
and  was  threatened  with  firing.  Fortunately  for  DeMain,  a majority  on 
the  tribal  council  supported  him.  But  his  brush  with  prior  restraint 
moved  him  a decade  later  to  buy  the  LCO  Dournal  and  turn  it  into  an 
independent  paper. 

That's  a rare  feat  since  most  reservations  are  located  in  remote, 
depressed  areas  with  few  advertising  dollars  to  support  a paper.  In  a 
collection  of  essays  by  Native  American  journalists  published  by  the 
Freedom  Forum,  titled  "From  the  Front  Lines:  Free  Press  Struggles  in 
Native  America,"  DeMain  writes  that  a free  press  on  Indian  lands  is 
still  a remote  dream:  "Many  tribal  leaders  still  are  threatened  by  the 
tribal  press,  and  continue  placing  restrictions  on  what  can  be  printed." 

The  stories  they  attempt  to  muzzle  share  recurrent  themes:  political 
battles  within  tribal  governments;  power  struggles  among  factions  vying 
for  control  of  a reservation;  conflicts  that  in  extreme  cases  erupt  into 
violence  and  armed  takeovers  of  tribal  buildings.  Tribal  officials 


inexperienced  with  dealing  with  the  news  media  are  not  likely  to 
cooperate  with  reporters  and  editors,  and  are  quick  to  censor  stories 
that  they  perceive  as  negative. 

left  Armstrong,  a non-Indian  reporter  for  the  privately  owned  Native 
American  Press/Ojibwe  News  in  Bemidji,  Minnesota,  discovered  that  even 
non-tribal  papers  face  difficulty  reporting  tribal  politics.  He  was 
arrested  by  tribal  police  last  October,  while  attempting  to  cover  a 
meeting  of  the  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Chippewa  Indians.  He  is  fighting  a 
trespassing  charge  brought  against  him  after  the  Mille  Lacs  Tribal 
Executive  Committee  ordered  him  to  leave  the  meeting  because  he  was  not 
a tribal  member.  Armstrong  (whose  beat  includes  seven  Minnesota 
reservations)  says  he  had  previously  covered  four  of  five  public 
meetings  the  committee  held  to  discuss  a controversial  offer  by  the  U.S. 
Dustice  Department  to  settle  tribal  claims  to  more  than  800,000  acres  of 
reservation  lands.  Many  tribal  members  strongly  opposed  the  offer.  In  a 
lawsuit  filed  in  U.S.  District  Court  against  county  and  tribal  law 
enforcement  officials,  Armstrong  says  the  committee  "intended  to 
restrict  the  press  from  reporting  on  the  meeting  specifically  to  harass 
and  obstruct  Petitioner  from  carrying  out  his  duties  as  a reporter  in 
order  to  further  their  efforts  to  subvert  the  will  of  the  people." 

"RE : Making  Money  with  Tobacco"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Dec  1998  06:47:52  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < j oh nwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub  j : Making  Money  with  Tobacco 

Tribe  hopes  cigarettes  will  lead  to  job  jackpot 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news /nat ion -wor Id/ html98/t r ib_120798. html 
by  Scott  Canon 
Knight  Ridder  Newspapers 

Posted  at  07:19  a.m.  PST;  Monday,  December  7,  1998 

MACY,  Neb.  - They  tried  bingo  and  bombed.  Next,  the  Omaha  converted 
their  2,000-seat  hall  into  a health  club.  It  didn't  make  enough  to  pay 
utilities . 

Now,  much  of  the  hall  hums  with  machines  that  roll  North  Carolina 
tobacco  with  paper  and  filters  and  stuff  the  resulting  cigarettes  into 
packs,  then  into  cartons  and  finally  into  cases. 

"The  idea  was  to  make  some  money  and  to  create  a few  jobs,"  said  Elmer 
Blackbird,  Omaha  tribal  chairman. 

The  American  Indian  tribe  desperately  needs  both. 

Unemployment  among  the  3,200  or  so  Omaha  who  live  on  the  reservation 
exceeds  70  percent.  And  gambling  profits,  a bonanza  for  so  many  other 
tribes,  have  always  eluded  them.  They  opened  a casino  several  years  ago 
in  Onawa,  Iowa,  but  when  the  state  legalized  riverboat  gambling,  the 
tribe's  remote  gaming  location  lost  75  percent  of  its  take. 

Which  leads  to  menthol,  full  flavor,  light  and  ultralight  Omahas. 

"We're  thinking  about  buying  some  more  equipment  so  we  can  make  100s," 
said  Franklin  Dick,  general  manager  of  the  only  tribally  owned  cigarette 
factory  in  the  country.  Those  longer  100s  cigarettes,  he  said,  are  in 
demand  for  the  bargain  hunters  the  Omaha  brand  is  after. 

"People  tell  us  that  if  we  can  just  make  100s,  business  will  really 
take  off." 

So  far,  the  Omaha  Nation  Tobacco  plant  produces  more  than  40,000 
cartons  a week  - well  short  of  even  1 percent  of  the  domestic  cigarette 
market.  But  that's  business  enough  to  employ  14  workers  - a dozen  Omahas 
and  two  nontribal  technicians.  More  than  200  other  members  of  the  tribe 
have  applied  for  jobs. 

For  the  most  part  the  tribe's  status  as  a sovereign  nation  gives  it 
little  economic  advantage.  Only  those  very  few  cigarettes  sold  from  one 
Indian  to  another  on  the  Omaha  reservation  in  northeast  Nebraska  and 
west-central  Iowa  are  exempt  from  state  taxes. 

Still,  the  tribe  prices  its  smokes  low  - at  roughly  half  what  Marlboros 
or  Camels  sell  for  - and  has  tapped  an  informal  network  of  stores  on 


tribal  reservations  that  sell  large  quantities  of  cigarettes  of  all  kinds 
at  roadside  shops  across  the  country. 

Cigarettes  sold  by  American  Indians  to  non-Indians  on  Indian  land  are 
subject  to  state  taxes,  although  states  often  have  difficulty  collecting 
the  surcharges.  Many  tribes  have  compacts  with  state  revenue  departments, 
agreeing  to  collect  the  tax  on  reservations  in  return  for  half  the  money. 

Poor  sales  at  standard  price 

When  the  price  isn't  discounted,  sales  are  weak.  At  the  Golden  Eagle 
Casino  owned  by  the  Kickapoo  tribe  near  Horton,  Kan.,  the  Omahas  were  put 
in  a machine  and  sold  at  the  standard  $2  price  charged  for  other  brands. 

"We  sold  about  two  packs  in  two  months,"  said  Duell  Keo,  casino 
purchasing  agent. 

If  the  tribe  can  command  just  1 percent  of  the  cigarette  market,  a 
federal  "buy  Indian"  law  would  require  them  to  be  carried  at  every 
American  military  outpost. 

"We  couldn't  handle  that  volume  yet,"  said  Dick.  "But  down  the  road 
that  would  mean  quite  a few  jobs." 

On  the  Omaha  reservation  the  cigarettes  sell  for  80  cents  a pack.  On 
the  Cheyenne  reservation  in  Oklahoma  a carton  of  10  packs  sells  for 
$7.50. 

"We  ship  them  everywhere,  from  Long  Island  to  Washington  state,"  said 
Dick.  "They're  really  catching  on  at  other  reservations." 

Tribes,  in  fact,  make  for  an  especially  good  smoking  market.  In  nearly 
every  category  - men,  women,  high-school  seniors  - smoking  among  Indians 
is  about  30  percent  above  the  national  average,  although  the  rates  vary 
widely  from  tribe  to  tribe.  Studies  by  the  Indian  Health  Service  blamed 
10  percent  of  Indian  deaths  on  tobacco. 

"It's  a very  serious  health  issue  among  Indians,"  said  W.  Craig 
Vanderwagen,  the  director  of  clinical  and  preventative  services  for  the 
Indian  Health  Service. 

And  that  has  some  Omaha  feeling  at  least  uncomfortable  about  the 
tribe's  tobacco  business. 

"I  live  among  my  Omaha  people,  and  we're  all  pitiful.  You  know,  we're 
in  terrible  poverty,"  said  Barry  Webster,  director  of  the  Four  Hills  of 
Life  Wellness  Center,  in  Macy.  "The  cigarette  plant  is  good  in  the  sense 
that  it's  providing  jobs.  . . . But  I hate  to  see  our  people  hurting 
themselves  with  the  smoking." 

Some  trouble  at  plant 

The  plant  has  had  some  troubles.  Blackbird,  who  leads  a new  tribal 
council  elected  this  month,  said  that  the  cigarettes  were  producing 
modest  profits  for  the  tribe  and  that  the  new  tribal  administration  hoped 
to  improve  management  at  the  plant. 

"We've  heard  rumors  that  there's  some  (financial)  irregularities  at  the 
plant,"  Blackbird  said.  Federal  and  tribal  authorities  report  that  no 
charges  have  been  filed  in  connection  with  the  tribe's  cigarette 
operation . 

Dick,  a member  of  the  council  that  was  defeated  in  the  November 
elections,  said  recent  audits  found  no  evidence  of  theft. 

So  the  plant  keeps  coughing  up  cigarettes  by  the  case,  a small  but 
hopeful  economic  engine  on  a reservation  with  virtually  no  other  Indian 
businesses . 

"Management  of  any  new  kind  of  business  is  tough  in  areas  like  this 
because  you  don't  have  somebody  with  the  specialized  experience  just 
sitting  around  locally,"  said  Russell  Bradley  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs.  "But  as  time  goes  on,  as  they  learn  how  to  run  the 
operation,  the  plant's  got  real  potential." 
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— "RE:  Call  for  Public  Inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake"  

Date:  Wed,  02  Dec  1998  19:04:27  -0800 
From:  GSS  Communications  <gsscomm@uvic . ca> 

Sub  j : GSS  Endorses  Call  for  Public  Inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake 
Cc:  (AFN  Grand  Chief  Phil  Fontaine)  <PFontaine@afn . ca> 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada 
lean  Chretien 
December  2,  1998 

Dear  Prime  Minister: 

In  a meeting  of  Graduate  Student  Representatives  of  the  University  of 
Victoria  of  November  25,  1998,  the  Graduate  Students'  Society  passed  a 
motion  to  endorse  a call  for  a public  inquiry  into  the  events  at  Gustafsen 
Lake. 

In  1995  the  Governments  of  Canada,  British  Columbia,  their  agents  and 
assigns  planned  and  implemented  the  largest  paramilitary  operation  of  its 
kind  in  Canadian  history  against  the  occupants  of  the  Ts'peten  Sundance 
camp  situated  upon  unceded,  Shuswap  traditional  territory  near  Gustafsen 
Lake. 

We  have  serious  questions  about  the  allegations  concerning  the  conduct  of 
the  state  and  certain  officials  (particularly  the  RCMP),  as  well  as  a 
"smear  and  disinformation"  campaign  to  disparage  the  Sundance  Camp 
occupants,  and  suppress  their  legal  issues  of  indigenous  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction.  These  issues  remain  unanswered,  and  should  be  examined  in  a 
full  and  open  public  inquiry. 

The  Graduate  Students'  Society  hopes  the  Federal  Government  and  the  Premier 
of  BC  will  reconsider  their  refusal  to  convene  such  a public  inquiry.  An 
inquiry  is  supported  by  many  other  groups.  These  include:  Lil'Wat  Estken, 
Moloqhil  Tinamat,  Defensoria  Maya  (Guatemala),  Te  Ropa  Maori,  Canadian 
Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  (CASNP),  The  Green  Group  of  the 
European  Parliament,  The  Black  Community  Collective,  Black  Autonomy 
International,  The  Afrikan  Frontline  Network,  Anti-Racist  Action  (ARA) 
Kingston,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  (SISIS),  Free 
Wolverine  (Seattle),  North  West  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Network,  Aboriginal 
Rights  Coalition  Victoria  (ARC),  Council  of  Canadians  (Victoria),  Building 
Bridges  to  Chiapas,  The  National  Green  Party  of  Canada,  Ramsey  Clark  - 
former  Attorney  General  of  the  USA  and  Counsel  for  Leonard  Peltier, 

Ts'peten  Defence  Committee,  Incomindios,  For  Mother  Earth  (Belgium), 
National  Campus/Community  Radio  Association  (NCRA),  Teaching  Support  Staff 
Union,  Simon  Fraser  University  (TSSU),  and  many  other  groups  and 
individuals,  that  appreciate  the  critical  importance  of  an  inquiry. 

We  would  be  happy  to  communicate  your  response  to  our  membership. 

Sincerely, 

Karl  Schmid 

Director  of  Communications 
Graduate  Students'  Society 
University  of  Victoria 


cc:  AFN  Grand  Chief  Phil  Fontaine 


JOIN  THE  CALL  FOR  SETTLER-STATE  ACCOUNTABILITY  : DEMAND  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 

Prime  Minister  of  Canada  lean  Chretien:  pm@pm.gc.ca 

Premier  of  British  Columbia  Glen  Clark:  premier@gov. be . ca 

Please  cc  sisis@envirolink.org 

"Gustafsen  Lake...  shows  all  the  signs  of  a classic  coverup"  --  Canadian 
Dimension  Magazine  December  1995 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : The  Odor  of  Decaying  Flesh"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Dec  1998  13:59:39  -0800 

From:  Valentina  LaPier  <renegade@cyberport . net> 

Sub  j : another  story... 

UUCP  email 

The  Odor  of  Decaying  Flesh 
by  Wade  Rain 

The  summer  I turned  fifteen,  I was  part  of  a haying  crew  working 
close  to  the  Milk  River  on  the  northern  part  of  the  Blackfeet 
Reservation  during  a hot  August  morning.  It  was  1948.  I was  assigned  the 
horse  drawn  mowing  machine  to  cut  the  grass  in  the  meadow. 

On  the  first  turn  around  the  field,  the  cutting  cycle  became  clogged 

with  wet  grass  and  seized.  I shouted  whoa  the  the  team,  tied  the  lines 

to  the  seat  and  dismounted. 

While  clearing  the  razor  sharp  cutting  section,  I sliced  off  part  of 

the  side  of  the  second  finger  on  my  right  hand.  A small  artery  was 

severed  and  blood  started  to  spurt  with  each  beat  of  my  heart.  Squeezing 
the  end  of  my  finger  as  a tourniquet,  I slowly  walked  to  the  ranch 
house.  By  the  time  I traveled  the  five  hundred  yards,  the  top  of  the 
foot  of  my  boot  was  red  with  my  life  giving  fluid. 

The  wife  of  the  boss,  a very  heavy,  no  nonsense  Metis'  Indian  in  her 
forties  who  was  also  the  cook  for  the  haying  crew,  grudgingly 
interrupted  her  supper  preparation  to  put  a clean  dishtowel  around  the 
wound.  The  bleeding  subsided  somewhat.  By  this  time  her  husband,  the 
boss,  a dark  complected,  humorless  tall  man  in  his  fifties,  arrived  at 
the  back  door  to  find  out  why  I had  left  the  team  and  machine  in  the 
middle  of  the  field.  His  wife  told  him  of  my  injury.  He  scowled,  then 
returned  to  his  job. 

About  an  hour  later  she  woke  me  on  the  couch-  where  I had  drifted 
off  -because  I'd  started  bleeding  again  and  soiled  her  furniture.  She 
walked  to  the  pasture  to  inform  her  husband  of  my  status,  that  I was 
still  bleeding.  He  reluctantly  took  me  in  his  rattletrap  pickup  the 
forty  miles  south  to  the  Indian  Hospital  at  Browning. 

Holding  my  bleeding  finger,  trying  to  stay  awake  while  being  bounced 
from  side  to  side  in  the  slow  moving  vehicle  on  the  pockmarked  dirt 
road,  my  pants  leg  and  boot  covered  with  blood,  I did  not  feel  valued  by 
anyone.  The  boss  did  not  utter  one  work  to  me  during  the  trip. 

After  stopping  at  our  house  on  Moccasin  Flat  at  the  edge  of  town  to 
tell  my  father  what  had  happened,  we  continued  to  the  hospital. 

The  doctor  inserted  the  hypodermic  needle  into  the  wound  in  three 
different  places  to  deaden  my  finger  before  he  put  in  the  stitches.  The 
pain  of  the  needle  was  worse  than  that  of  the  injury  itself. 

My  father,  two  hundred  pounds  of  square  jaw,  in  his  early  forties, 
Indian  like  me,  was  sitting  across  the  table  and  I didn't  dare  flinch.  I 
took  the  pain  like  a man.  I was  proud  of  that,  I needed  his  approval. 

A large  bandage  and  much  tape  was  applied  by  a nurse,  who  told  me  to 
come  back  in  three  days.  I was  also  to  immediately  drink  some  coffee  to 


stimulate  my  heart  because  I'd  lost  so  much  blood.  I promptly  threw  it 
up. 

The  morning  of  the  third  day  after  the  event,  school  started  and  i 
attended.  My  intention  was  to  return  to  the  hospital  that  afternoon,  as 
directed.  I sat  trying  to  write  with  my  left  hand,  awkwardly  scratching 
marks  on  my  paper  while  listening  to  the  teacher. 

I faintly  detected  the  odor  of  decaying  flesh.  It  was  coming  from  my 
finger.  The  other  students  also  noticed  the  odor  and  I was  identified  as 
the  source.  The  teacher  sent  me  home  reasoning  I was  disrupting  the 
class . 

The  night  before  in  the  attic  under  the  roof  of  our  house  where  I 
slept  with  my  five  sisters  and  brothers,  there  had  been  much  complaining 
about  my  foul  smelling  digit.  I must  have  been  used  to  it,  because  I 
hadn't  noticed  the  odor. 

I returned  to  the  hospital,  receiving  many  snide  remarks  in  the 
waiting  room  about  the  way  I stunk. 

Telling  the  nurse  I thought  my  finger  had  "spoiled"  (which  was  the  term 
we  used  when  an  animal  carcass  had  decayed),  I waited  for  her  to  wrinkle 
her  nose  in  disgust ....  but  she  didn't,  but  scoffed  at  my  remark.  When 
she  removed  the  bandage,  my  finger  was  green  indicating  that  gangrene 
had  set  in.  The  hot  summer  weather  coupled  with  many  layers  of  medical 
tape  had  not  allowed  any  healing  oxygen  to  reach  the  wound  and  it  had 
indeed  "spoiled." 

The  nurse  applied  some  purple  colored  medicine  to  the  entire  surface 
and  eventually  the  green  skin  with  the  awful  odor  went  away.  I kept  the 
finger.  It  is  still  on  my  hand.  Part  of  the  side  of  it  is  gone,  but  I 
can  use  it  as  it  was  intended. 

That  was  an  event  during  my  young  impressionable  life  I'll  never 
forget.  Now,  whenever  I detect  the  odor  of  decaying  flesh,  I recall  that 
hot  summer  night  in  the  attic  hearing  my  sisters  and  brothers  complain 
about  my  "spoiled  " finger. 

By  Wade  Rain  1998 

Monikapi,  i luv  u,  your  lit'  girl. 

- "RE:  Nature  Made  Survival  Possible"  

Date:  Wed,  9 Dec  1998  21:26:52  -0600 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Sub j : a story  of  subsistence 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Source:  Cass  Lake  Times  12/10/1998 

By  Robby  Robinson 

Nature  made  survival  possible 

At  88-years  of  age,  losie  (losephine)  Ryan  says  she  no  longer  does  the 
exact  and  patient  craft  of  beading,  even  though  she  was  found  at  the 
Ojibwe  Holiday  Craft  Show  last  week  behind  a table  covered  in  bead, 
leather  and  birch  bark  crafts. 

No,  these  days  Ryan,  of  Bena,  is  satisfied  to  teach  the  skills  that  have 
helped  support  her  and  her  family  a half  century  and  to  find  ways  to 
market  the  work  that  they  do. 

Ryan  is  a regular  at  craft  shows  around  the  area.  She  has  found  avenues 
to  market  her  and  other  people's  craft  items  around  the  country  and  she 
still  teaches  a course  at  Split  Rock  and  a college  course  in  Ojibwe  arts 
at  Bemidji  State  University. 

"I've  been  teaching  this  art  class  at  the  college  for  25  years,"  she 
noted,  "but  it  is  a little  hard  to  get  there  now  since  I no  longer  drive." 

Ryan  said  that  her  career  in  beadwork  and  crafts  was  as  much  or  more 
spurred  by  the  need  to  make  an  income  as  her  love  of  crafts. 

Thirty  some  years  ago  her  husband,  Alan  Ryan,  died  and  left  her  with 
two  little  boys,  ages  six  and  seven. 

"We  didn't  have  any  AFDC  back  then,"  she  recalled.  "If  I wanted 
something  for  these  children  I had  to  work  for  it." 

And  work  she  did.  The  woods,  lakes  and  her  own  hard  work  were 


the  keys  to  her  success. 

During  the  winter  months  she  said  she  collected  birchbark  and 
worked  on  her  crafts,  which  she  would  sell  wherever  she  could. 

In  the  spring  there  were  trees  to  tap  and  maple  sugar  and  syrup  to 
make;  in  the  summer  it  was  berry  picking  time  --  blueberries,  raspberries, 
strawberries--  and  wild  ricing;  and  in  the  fall  whitefish,  which  were 
caught  and  smoked. 

In  winter  wreathes  for  the  holiday,  more  craft  or  anything  else  she  could 
market  to  make  a living.  Her  two  boys,  Dim  and  Roy,  are  now  in  their 
forties  and  losie  speaks  with  pride  about  them  and  her  grandchildren . 

Although  she  cannot  see  well  enough  to  do  the  intricate  crafts  she 
knows  so  well,  she  takes  some  pride  in  teaching  others  whatever  she 
can.  Her  hands  have  supported  her  these  many  years  and  now  others 
are,  with  her  coaching  and  marketing,  of  course. 

"Nobody  needs  to  be  poor  if  they  just  work,"  she  concluded. 

"RE : Stoney  Band  Members  Clean  House"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Dec  1998  02:18:20  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Stoney  Band  members  "clean  house" 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
VOTERS  CLEAN  HOUSE  ON  TROUBLED  RESERVE 

The  Globe  and  Mail,  Dec.  12,  1998,  Page  A7  by  Alanna  Mitchell 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

Voters  on  the  troubled  Stoney  First  Nation  have  swept  two  of  their  three 
chiefs  and  several  councilors  out  of  office  with  a decisiveness  many  are 
calling  a repudiation  of  the  old  regime.  In  all,  the  reserve  will  be  run  by 

seven  new  councilors  and  two  new  chiefs,  in  addition  to  the  five 

councilors  and  one  chief  who  were  reelected.  Many  of  the  winners  in  the 
election  ran  on  a platform  of  cleaning  up  financial  mismanagement  on  the 
reserve,  which  is  made  up  of  three  Indian  bands.  The  reserve's  leaders  have 
been  heavily  criticized  after  the  band's  statements  revealed  that  three 
chiefs  and  a dozen  councilors  collected  more  than  $1.4  million  in  tax-free 
salary  and  perks  this  year  while  many  band  members  live  in  abject  poverty. 

Two  of  the  former  chiefs  - PHILOMENA  STEPHENS  of  the  Bearspaw  band  and 
HENRY  HOLLOWAY  of  the  Chiniki  band  - suffered  humiliating  defeats.  Ms. 
Stephens  captured  just  26  votes  against  157  for  the  winner,  Darcy  Dixon. 

Mr.  Holloway  garnered  59  votes,  against  233  for  the  victor,  Paul  Chiniquay. 

The  only  chief  to  survive  the  voters'  wrath  was  John  Snow  of  the  Wesley 
band,  who  hung  on  by  his  fingernails  with  191  votes.  His  two  competitors 
for  the  job  captured  181  and  163  each.  "The  people  wanted  change,"  said 
Greg  Twoyoungmen,  a vocal  critic  of  the  old  power  structure,  who  was 
elected  to  represent  the  Wesley  band  as  one  of  its  four  councilors.  The 
Stoney  reserve  just  west  of  Calgary  has  become  a lightning  rod  in  Canada 
for  concerns  over  the  way  elected  native  leaders  handle  finances  on 
reserves.  In  recent  months,  leaders  there  have  been  accused  of  mismanaging 
money. 

Last  week  a rare  forensic  audit  ordered  by  the  federal  government  found 
enough  evidence  of  wrongdoing  in  financial  matters  to  refer  43  complaints 
from  band  members  to  the  RCMP.  In  all,  the  auditors  received  364 
allegations  of  criminal  wrongdoing  related  to  the  reserve's  finances. 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Mille  Lacs  treaty  case  goes  before  U.S.  Supreme  Court  on  Wednesday 

c.  AP 

11-30-98 

ST.  PAUL  (AP)  An  eight-year-old  American  Indian  treaty  case  scheduled  to 
go  before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  on  Wednesday  could  invite  tribes  across 
the  nation  to  resurrect  treaty  rights  they  thought  were  buried  long  ago. 

Or,  it  could  jeopardize  dozens  of  treaties,  weaken  long-held  principles 
of  Indian  law  and  stack  the  deck  against  tribes  into  the  future. 

The  Mille  Lacs  treaty  case  involves  how  Chippewa  Indians  and  non-Indian 
outdoor  enthusiasts  divide  fish  and  game  in  an  area  covering  parts  of  a 
dozen  counties  of  east-central  Minnesota.  The  area  includes  Lake  Mille 
Lacs,  the  state's  premier  walleye  lake. 

Eight  states  and  32  American  Indian  tribes  who  have  filed  friend-of-the- 
court  briefs  and  constitutional  scholars  specializing  in  Indian  law  are 
watching  closely. 

Many  sport  anglers  and  others  charge  that  modern  and  savvy  Indian  tribes, 
such  as  the  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Chippewa,  have  used  casino  profits  and 
politically  correct  courts  to  revive  obsolete  privileges  and  create 
unequal  rights. 

The  Chippewa  and  hundreds  of  other  tribes  say  the  United  States  cheated 
their  ancestors,  nearly  obliterated  their  culture  and  now  owes  them,  as 
dependent  sovereign  nations,  this  opportunity  to  keep  tradition  alive. 

Opponents  of  the  newly  reaffirmed  harvesting  privileges  say  that  if 
lower-court  rulings  stand,  it  will  reinforce  the  idea  that  treaty  language 
must  be  dissected  by  linguists  and  historians  to  guess  what  the  Indians 
believed  when  they  signed. 

"It  would  create  a dangerous  precedent  that  treaties  don't  really  mean 
what  they  say,"  said  Scott  Strand,  an  assistant  Minnesota  attorney  general. 

Minnesota  and  some  co-defendant  landowners  argue  in  part  that  the 
harvesting  privileges  granted  to  the  Chippewa  in  an  1837  treaty  clearly 
were  extinguished  by  an  1850  order  by  President  Zachary  Taylor,  as 
explicitly  allowed  for  by  the  treaty.  That  order  also  called  for  the 
Chippewa  to  be  moved  to  other  land.  They  say  an  1855  treaty  signed  by  the 
Mille  Lacs  band  also  ended  those  rights. 

Lower  courts  sided  with  experts  who  said  that  when  the  Chippewa  signed 
the  treaty,  their  leaders  believed  that  the  tribes  couldn't  be  removed 
from  the  land  they  ceded  or  lose  their  hunting  and  fishing  rights  there 
unless  they  misbehaved.  The  experts  said  that  made  Taylor's  entire  order 
illegal . 

Those  who  support  the  rights  say  that  if  the  state  prevails  on  one  of 
its  key  arguments  that  temporary  treaty  privileges  were  wiped  out  when 
the  Minnesota  territory  became  a state  in  1858  it  could  jeopardize 
provisions  in  dozens  or  hundreds  of  treaties  nationwide. 

The  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  in  a recent  resolution, 
agreed  that  an  adverse  decision  in  the  Mille  Lacs  case  could  jeopardize 
the  treaty  rights  of  other  tribes  nationally  as  well. 

The  organization  declared  Wednesday  as  Spirit  of  Treaties  Day  and  asked 
Indian  communities  across  the  nation  to  provide  spiritual  support  for 
those  fighting  the  Mille  Lacs  case. 

Dozens  of  tribal  members  are  expected  to  camp  near  the  Capitol  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  light  ceremonial  fires. 

The  Wisconsin  Chippewa  have  a special  interest  in  the  case:  They  have 
1837  treaty  rights  in  what  is  now  Minnesota,  and  they  won  earlier 


litigation  in  federal  court  involving  fish  and  game  in  Wisconsin.  After 
years  of  enduring  violence  at  boat  landings,  the  bands  now  spear  walleye 
in  relative  peace  under  court-approved  agreements  with  the  state. 

They  worry  that  an  adverse  Supreme  Court  ruling  could  upset  that  balance 
and  abrogate  1837  treaty  rights  in  both  states.  Lawyers  say  it's  unclear 
whether  the  rights  would  vanish  in  Wisconsin  automatically. 

Tim  Giago,  editor  and  publisher  of  Indian  Country  Today  newspaper,  is 
worried . 

The  court's  pattern  has  been  to  rule  against  Indians,  he  said,  citing  as 
a recent  example  a Dune  decision  allowing  Cass  County  to  tax  former 
reservation  land  that  the  Leech  Lake  Band  of  Chippewa  recently  repurchased 
from  private  owners. 

Attorneys  for  the  state  and  some  Lake  Mille  Lacs-area  landowners  are 
cautiously  optimistic,  despite  losing  in  U.S.  District  Court  and  before 
the  Eighth  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals. 

"The  fact  that  the  Supreme  Court  granted  review  indicates  they  have 
concerns  about  the  lower  court's  decision,"  said  Randy  Thompson  of 
Minneapolis,  the  landowners'  attorney  and  one  of  four  lawyers  two  on  each 
side  who  will  appear  before  the  high  court  Wednesday. 

State  attorneys  say  Minnesota's  sovereignty  is  threatened  by  the  lower 
court  rulings  because  they  force  the  state  to  share  natural-resource 
management  decisions  with  tribes  in  an  arrangement  overseen  by  federal 
courts . 

The  tribes  and  the  federal  government,  which  joined  as  a plaintiff  in 
the  case,  argue  that  treaties  are  constitutionally  protected  and 
compatible  with  statehood. 

A Supreme  Court 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L,  Triballaw,  Minn-Ind  & 
Nat-Film  Lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 


a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 


"The  hand  is  not  the  color  of  your  hand,  but  if  I pierce  it  I shall  feel 
pain.  The  blood  that  will  flow  from  mine  will  be  the  same  color  as 
yours.  I am  a man.  The  Great  Spirit  made  us  both." 

Standing  Bear,  Lakota,  speaking  to  US  District  Dudge  Elmer  Dundy. 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
j borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
t Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  j 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

i Journey  ! 

[ The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  | 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  j 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  | 

! ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  j 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

One  of  the  articles  in  this  issue  states  there  is  a real  likelihood  only 
three  Native  languages  will  survive  past  the  year  2000  in  Canada.  There 
are  a few  places  such  as  Metropolitan  Dallas-Ft.  Worth  where  individuals 
like  Peggy  Larney  are  working  hard  to  teach  Native  tongues  to  all  who  wish 
to  learn  them.  There  are  also  Nations,  like  the  Eastern  Band  Cherokee, 
who  have  made  the  Nation's  language  a part  of  the  required  Rez  school 
curriculum.  These  are  to  be  applauded  and  encouraged,  for  without  them 
the  erosion  of  these  languages  will  be  greatly  accelerated. 

Trust  me  on  this.  There  are  documents  that  were  released  that  make  it 
clear  there  was  every  intent  to  have  the  "indian  question"  answered  "no 
problem  - no  indians"  by  the  year  2000.  Letting  our  languages  die  is  one 
way  to  help  insure  this  damnable  plan  comes  to  fruition,  even  if  delayed. 
If  you  are  not  making  a sincere  effort  to  learn  your  language  and  teach  it 
to  your  children,  then  you  are  helping  write  the  final  page. 

— - this  arrived  this  week...  I like  the  concept  

Date:  Mon,  21  Dec  1998  10:09:39  -0600 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Floward"  <howar045@tc.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Ojibwe  Calendars 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


The  Ojibwe  Language  Society  has  the  1999  Calendars  completed.  The  phrase 
a day  calendars  are  great  gifts  and  something  every  home  should  have  to 
assist  in  the  preservation  of  language  and  culture.  The  sales  from  these 
calendars  support  the  activities  of  the  Ojibwe  Language  Society.  They  are 
planning  an  Ojibwe  Language  Conference  for  May  1999,  to  be  held  in 
Minnesota . 

They  are  available  at  the  Department  of  American  Indian  Studies  Office 
University  of  Minnesota  -East  Bank  Campus 
107  Scott  Hall 
72  Pleasant  St.  S.E. 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55455 
612-624-1338 

Or  from  Nora  Livesay:  The  Cost  is  $10.00  per  calendar. 

612-641-1665 

email:  Livesay@baldeagle.com 

She  will  ship  or  mail  calendars  for  the  cost  of  shipping:  $10.00  + $3.00 
For  five  or  more  calendars  please  contact  Nora. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Many  of  those  providing  assistance  to  elders  and  others  in  need  do  so 
only  through  the  holiday  season.  The  need  does  not  stop  because  of  a 
holiday  celebration,  whether  religious  or  secular. 

However,  because  the  majority  of  those  groups  and  individuals  delivering 
donations  and  providing  assistance  do  so  only  through  the  holidays,  I will 
not  continue  to  run  the  entire  list.  If  you  want  it,  please  drop  me  an 
email  at  gars@netcom.com  and  I will  be  happy  to  send  you  the  last  known 
complete  list. 

Those  listed  below  provide  assistance  throughout  the  winter,  and  often 
throughout  the  year.  Please  forward  contact  information  for  all  you  know 
who  help  those  less  able  to  do  so  that  you  believe  should  be  included. 


From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 


Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 
Adopt  A Grandparent 
Mountain  Light  Center 
PO  Box  241 
Taos  NM  87571 
TEL:  505  776  8474 
FAX:  505  776  8050 
For  information  call  800  291-8474. 
email:  agpmlc@aol.com 


From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 


From:  leslie@neca.com 


Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 


Contact:  Canmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net  www.pathwaystospinit.necaweb.com 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 

furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 


Bucketline  to  the  Elders 

First  Security  Bank 

205  N Main 

Layton,  UT  84041 

this  group  provides  food  and  supplies 
to  the  elders  of  the 

Big  Mountain  /Black  Mesa  area. 

Redfeather  Development  Corp 
Box  52652 

Bellevue,  WA  98015-2652 

This  group  repairs  and  winterizes 

housing  for  the 

elders  of  the  Dakotas  area. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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Date:  Fri,  18  Dec  1998  08:27:17  -0800 
From:  John  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 
Sub j : Judson  Brown,  Native  Leader 

UUCP  email 


Judson  Brown,  Native  leader,  dies 
by  Carole  Beers 
Seattle  Times  staff  reporter 
Seattle  Times:  Search  Results 
Local  News  Sunday,  May  18,  1997 

In  1912,  when  Judson  Brown  was  born  in  Haines,  Alaska,  the  state  was 
a U.S.  territory.  Alaska  Natives  could  not  vote  or  hold  office,  get  an 


integrated  public-school  education,  or  head  a large  corporation. 

After  85  years,  the  past  20  spent  in  Seattle,  Mr.  Brown  not  only  had 
witnessed  historic  changes,  but  helped  bring  some  of  them  about. 

He  was  the  first  Native  to  graduate  from  an  integrated  public  school 
in  Alaska  (1929).  He  was  the  first  Native  elected  mayor  of  a mixed-race 
Alaska  city  (Haines,  1932). 

And  he  served  as  director  of  the  Sealaska  Corp.  (1977-1987). 

Perhaps  his  great  achievement,  say  loved  ones,  was  living  successfully 
in  modern  society  while  honoring  the  traditions  of  his  Tlingit  forebears 
- members  of  the  Killer  Whale  Clan  under  the  Eagle  Tribe. 

"He  was  a man  of  such  stature  in  the  community  that  he'll  never  be 
replaced,"  said  his  sister  Linda  Thompson  of  Seattle.  "When  he  was  in 
good  health,  he  was  doing  everything  he  could  to  help  Tlingit  and  Haida 
people  in  our  community  and  elsewhere.  Big  shoes  to  fill." 

Mr.  Brown  died  Wednesday  (May  14)  of  natural  causes. 

"We're  all  affected  by  his  passing,"  said  Camille  Monzon,  executive 
director  of  Seattle  Indian  Center.  "He  was  particularly  supportive  of 
young  people.  ...  In  the  1970s,  when  I was  having  difficulty  living 
in  Boston  and  affording  my  studies  at  Harvard,  he  called  and  wrote  and 
sent  money  and  encouragement." 

Believing  in  the  value  of  education,  Mr.  Brown  sponsored  the 
law  studies  of  a nephew,  Chris  McNeil,  at  Stanford  University,  and 
encouraged  his  daughters  to  take  leadership  positions  in  their  tribe. 

"The  fight  for  Indian  rights  was  his  main  cause,"  said  his  sister, 

"and  to  get  Indian  kids  educated." 

Mr.  Brown's  energy  and  intelligence  in  his  own  youth  prompted  elders 
to  enroll  him  in  the  previously  segregated  high  school  in  Haines. 

He  put  his  schooling  to  immediate  use,  taking  notes  at  the  1929 
meeting  of  the  Alaska  Native  Brotherhood  as  delegates  agreed  to  petition 
the  government  for  title  to  traditional  lands.  Later,  Mr.  Brown  was  grand 
secretary  of  the  Brotherhood. 

He  served  two  terms  as  mayor  of  Haines,  and  worked  in  commercial 
fishing,  construction  and  longshore  jobs  from  Bristol  Bay  to  California. 

"His  outlook  in  life  was  very  broad,"  said  Monzon.  "He  was  respected 
by  many  people  across  cultures.  He  traveled  widely,  gave  talks,  did 
ceremonies,  and  was  a marvelous  ambassador  for  the  Tlingit  people  and 
the  Tlingit  culture. 

"He  was  a very  kind  man,  and  always  had  time  for  little  children." 

Other  survivors  include  his  daughters  Mary  Lekanof  of  Anchorage; 

Dudith  Ann  George  and  Vivian  Dune  Kokotovich,  both  of  Duneau;  Geraldine 
Marie  Williams,  Sitka,  Alaska;  and  Dorothy  Dane  Beasley,  Washington, 
D.C.;  his  brother,  Austin  Brown,  Duneau;  his  sisters  Minnie  Stevens, 
Skagway,  Alaska;  Anita  McNeil,  Anchorage;  and  Rose  Miller,  Sitka;  and 
many  grandchildren.  His  wife,  Lena  Fournie,  and  daughter  Minnie  Ellen 
Hughes,  predeceased  him. 

Services  were  in  Haines  and  Duneau.  Memorial  donations  may  go  to 
Sealaska  Heritage  Foundation  Scholarship  Program,  1 Sealaska  Plaza, 

Suite  200,  Duneau,  AK,  99801;  or  to  the  Alaska  Native  Brotherhood 
or  the  Tlingit-Haida  Central  Council,  both  at  320  W.  Willoughby  Ave., 
Duneau,  AK,  99801. 
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— "RE:  Native  Languages  Facing  Extinction"  


Date:  Sat,  19  Dec  1998  15:42:35  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Canada  exterminating  Aboriginal  languages 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
NATIVE  LANGUAGES  FACING  EXTINCTION 
CBC  News,  Webposted  Tue  Dec  15  03:39:05  1998 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

OTTAWA  - Of  50  aboriginal  languages,  only  three  are  spoken  widely  enough 
to  ensure  their  preservation,  according  to  a new  Statistics  Canada  study. 

The  study  suggests  that  of  800,000  people  in  Canada  who  say  they  are 
aboriginal,  only  a quarter  consider  a native  language  to  be  their  mother 
tongue.  Of  those  with  a native  mother  tongue,  93  per  cent  fall  into  three 
language  families:  Algonquin,  which  includes  Cree  and  Ojibway;  Inuktitut 
and  Athapaskan. 

About  a dozen  languages  are  about  to  disappear.  Ten  others  have  been  wiped 
out  over  the  past  century.  Three  languages  are  spoken  widely  enough  that 
they  will  likely  survive:  Cree,  Ojibway  and  Inuktitut. 

The  study  suggests  the  migration  of  youth  away  from  native  communities  may 
be  largely  to  blame  for  the  decline  in  languages.  The  study  used  census 
data  and  a 1991  survey  of  aboriginal  people. 


SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER  - CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM! 

The  Statistics  Canada  Report  can  be  found  at: 

http: //www. statcan . ca/Daily/English/981214/d981214. htm#ART 
In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

"RE : Leonard  in  Solidarity  with  Mumia"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Dec  1998  19:32:25  -0800 
From:  arthur  <bayou@blarg. net> 

Sub j : Leonard  in  solidarity  with  Mumia 

Forward  by  the  NWLPSN,  bayou@blarg.net 
LEONARD  PELTIER  STATEMENT  IN  SOLIDARITY 
WITH  MUMIA  ABU-3AMAL 

Greetings  Friends,  supporters,  and  Mumia, 

I know  that  this  must  be  a sad  and  frustrating  time  for  you  as  the 
negative  defeats  that  we  have  received  in  my  case  have  been  to  us.  I 
know  it  is  easy  for  me  and  others  to  tell  you  not  to  give  up  the  fight.  I 
personally  understand  and  know  the  feeling  many  times  through  this 
twenty-three  years  of  wanting  to  say  the  hell  with  it  and  give  up-- 
believing  that  there  is  no  way  to  defeat  this  evil  empire.  Sometimes  it 
just  seems  hopeless. 

When  this  happens  I am  always  reminded  by  my  courageous 
supporters,  like  those  of  you  who  are  here  today,  that  to  accept  defeat 
is  not  a warrior's  way. 

As  long  as  the  people  have  not  accepted  defeat,  neither  will  we.  So  I 
would  like  to  encourage  you  to  stay  strong  and  continue  the  fight  until 
Mumia  is  victorious. 

It  is  an  outrage  that  the  courts  continue  to  ignore  blatant  evidence  and 
continue  to  play  legal  games  with  our  lives.  This  insanity  is  a huge 
insult,  not  only  to  those  of  us  who  remain  unjustly  imprisoned,  but  to  all 


of  you  who  dedicate  your  lives  to  our  freedom  and  are  ignored  by  the 
corporate  owned  justice  system  and  media. 

I want  to  encourage  supporters  to  intensify  the  struggle  for  Mumia ' s 
life. 

I know  you  can  stop  this  execution  because  no  matter  how  evil  a 
government  may  be  they  still  cannot  defeat  the  power  of  the  people. 

Your  work  and  help  is  needed  more  than  ever.  We  must  now  live  and 
breathe  Mumia 's  case  twenty-four  hours  a day. 

If  we  are  able  in  unity  to  stop  the  execution  of  Mumia  Abu-Damal,  we 
are  not  only  saving  the  life  of  the  man  who  speaks  for  those  who  are  not 
often  heard  and  who's  stories  are  rarely  told,  but  you  are  saving  all  of  us 
who  remain  unjustly  behind  bars  from  the  depths  of  hopelessness. 

FREE  MUMIA  ABU-DAMAL ! 

In  The  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse 
Leonard  Peltier 

"RE : The  S Word"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Dec  1998  21:16:55  -0000 

From:  "Keith  and  Michelle  Pounds"  <mkpounds@bellsouth . net> 

Sub j : The  Term  "Squaw" 

UUCP  email 

Recently,  the  advocacy  group.  Medicine  Wheel  Intertribal  Society,  in 
Bogalusa,  Louisiana  was  made  aware  that  a company  called  'Enesco'  was 
marketing  an  Indian  Doll  in  the  company's  "Friends  of  a Feather" 
collection.  The  "s"  word  was  being  used  in  marketing  the  doll  and  the  item 
was  being  displayed  in  D.C.  Penney,  and  other  retail  stores. 

MWIS  Secretary,  Keith  Pounds,  - MKPounds@bellsouth.net  - wrote  the  company 
to  inform  them  of  Native  concerns  over  the  use  of  the  "s"  word.  Company 
representative,  Suzanne  Zagata-Meraz,  replied  to  the  group  informing  them 
that  the  use  of  the  word  would  be  stopped.  Dust  as  important,  a system 
would  be  implementing  to  prevent  the  same  from  happening  on  similar  scales. 

"Thank  you  very  much  for  bringing  this  to  our  attention.  We  appreciate 
this  information  and  apologize  for  our  oversight  in  this  matter.  We  will 
no  longer  use  the  word  and  will  create  a process  where  we  can  insure 
something  like  this  cannot  happen  again..."  Zagata-Meraz  replied. 

Zagata-Neraz  further  added,  in  regards  to  a Thanksgiving  doll,  "Regarding 
the  Thanksgiving  issue,  we  were  unaware  of  this  and  will  try  and  be  more 
sensitive  to  this  matter  in  the  future." 

MWIS  was  responsible,  this  past  October,  for  addressing  the  the  city  of 
Bogalusa  with  the  issue  of  a display  of  Indian  remains  in  a local  museum 
that  were  removed  and  turned  over  to  the  Tunica-Biloxi  in  Marksville,  La. 

— "RE:  California  Reservation  Gains  Title  to  11,000  Acres"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Dec  1998  11:21:29  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : California  reservation  gains  title  to  11,000  acres 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

URL: 

http: //www. sfgate.com/ cgi-bin/ article. cgi?file=/news /archive/1998/12/15/ 
state2128EST0114 . DTL 

(12-15)  18:28  PST  SANTA  ROSA,  Calif.  (AP)  --  After  a $1.3  million  check 
changed  hands  on  Tuesday,  the  Round  Valley  Indian  tribe  gained  secure 
title  to  11,000  acres  of  timber  and  grazing  land  --  and  one  of  the 
largest  reservations  in  the  state. 

The  purchase  of  the  Big  Bend  Ranch  in  northern  Mendocino  County  from  the 
Harwood  family  makes  the  reservation  nearly  30,000  acres. 

The  Round  Valley  reservation,  home  to  about  1,000  American  Indians,  is 
located  about  120  miles  northeast  of  Santa  Rosa  in  the  rugged  Eel  River 
watershed . 


"This  is  a very  courageous  move  by  the  tribal  council,  one  that  will 
help  secure  an  economic  future  for  the  tribe,"  said  tribal 
administrator  Michael  Pina. 

About  8,500  acres  of  the  new  land  are  commercial  forest,  mostly  Douglas 
fir  and  ponderosa  pine  which  has  been  logged  since  the  1940s. 

The  tribe  used  money  earned  from  logging  on  land  it  already  owned  to 
make  the  final  payment.  With  the  additional  timber,  tribal  leaders  hope 
to  generate  more  revenue  and  new  timber  and  recreation-related  jobs. 

"It's  the  first  real  step  toward  economic  self-sufficiency.  It's  truly 
a historic  moment  for  this  tribe,"  Pina  said. 

The  Round  Valley  reservation  was  established  in  1858  after  federal 
authorities  forced  members  of  six  Northern  California  tribes  to  live 
together  in  Round  Valley.  Residents  have  struggled  ever  since  with 
poverty,  alcoholism  and  a lack  of  jobs. 

"Paying  off  the  debt  and  earning  control  over  all  timber  harvesting 
will  allow  the  tribe  to  generate  much-needed  revenue  for  other  tribal 
operations,"  Pina  said. 

Charles  "Skip"  Thompson,  a Covelo  native  and  veteran  U.S.  Forest 
Service  employee  who  came  out  of  retirement  in  1995  to  help  the  tribe 
develop  its  fledgling  timber  operations,  said  on  average  the  property 
should  be  able  to  generate  $500,000  in  annual  revenue. 

"It  could  be  more,  but  the  tribe  is  not  interested  in  short-term 
profits.  There  is  a deep  respect  for  the  land.  Tribal  leaders  want  to 
make  sure  there  are  forests  and  jobs  for  their  children,  and  their 
children's  children,"  Thompson  said. 

Today's  transaction  culminates  a deal  first  orchestrated  in  1986  on 
behalf  of  the  tribe  and  the  Harwood  family  by  former  Rep.  Doug  Bosco,  a 
Sonoma  County  Democrat  who  represented  the  area  during  the  1980s. 

Congress  approved  $1.9  million  of  the  $3.1  million  purchase  price  for 
the  Big  Bend  Ranch. 

The  Harwood  family,  which  still  operates  Mendocino  County's  largest 
independent  mill,  has  logging  rights  for  a 27-year  period  in  return  for 
carrying  a note  on  the  $1.3  million  balance. 

Pina  said  the  tribe  and  the  Harwoods  have  worked  well  together. 

"We  expect  to  continue  to  do  business  with  them,"  Pina  said. 

But  Pina  said  the  advantages  of  paying  off  the  debt  and  controlling  the 
Big  Bend  acreage  became  clear  to  council  leaders. 

The  tribe  earned  enough  this  year  from  its  logging  operations  to  pay  off 
the  Harwoods,  Pina  said. 

"RE : Big  Mountain  Food  Caravan  Report"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Dec  1998  11:29:26  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Thanksgiving  Food  and  Supply  Run  results 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Here  is  a caravan  report  from  Michael  Gerell. 

Date:  Tue,  15  Dec  1998  00:36:22  -0800 
>From:  mgp@madre.com  (Michael  Gerell) 

Sub j : Re:  Keepin  in  touch 

Here's  a short  report  on  the  supply  run.  I guess  this  is  all  i'm  gonna 
publish  on  the  thing  unless  somebody  needs  more. 

The  1998  Thanksgiving  Food  and  Supply  Run  to  support  the  people  resisting 
relocation  from  Big  Mountain  brought  many  people  from  the  four  directions 
to  Black  Mesa,  Star  Mountain,  Sand  Springs,  Thin  Rock  Mesa,  and  the  rest  of 
the  HPL.  We  came  to  offer  our  support  in  the  people's  struggle  against  the 
Government's  plan  to  remove  them  from  their  anceatral  homelands.  They  seek 
only  to  maintain  their  life  way  living  on  the  land  that  bore  them  and  that 
nutures  their  spirit  even  more  than  their  bodies.  Yet  in  the  name  of 
profit  and  power  the  corporate  state  would  destroy  not  only  the  land  but 
the  people  who  call  her  Mother.  Ours  was  but  a small  jesture  of  support 


and  solidarity  for  a people  so  much  a part  of  the  land  that  they  choose  a 
life  of  poverty  and  oppresion  to  preserve  their  sacred  connection.  When, 
in  the  1860's,  they  were  first  removed  from  their  lands  many  sickened  and 
died  from  not  only  disease  but  from  spirit  sickness  as  well.  It  is 
happening  again  today  as  those  who  have  relocated  die  prematurely  and 
within  a short  time  of  relocating.  Kit  Carson  came  with  armed  troops  to 
burn  the  people  off  and  herd  them  to  the  concentration  camps.  If  they  have 
to  the  government  may  resort  to  similar  tactics  this  time.  Only  by  keeping 
the  light  of  global  awareness  shining  in  their  eyes  can  the  minions  of 
corporate  greed  be  kept  from  applying  brute  force  to  remove  these  last 
obsticales  to  their  masters  malignant  avarice. 

Thanks  to  the  generous  support  of  several  Northern  California  coops  thru 
the  Mountain  Peoples  Warehouse,  the  Indigenous  Peoples  Project  and  the 
contributions  of  many  people  from  all  over  the  west  and  in  combination  with 
caravans  from  Colorado,  Montana,  Oregon,  Idaho,  Nevada,  and  California  we 
were  able  to  deliver  food  and  supplies  to  100  families.  Each  family  got 
these  items: 

501bs  rolled  oats 
501bs  flour 
501bs  onions 
401bs  potatoes 
221bs  rice 
131bs  pinto  beans 
lllbs  corn  meal 
51bs  millet 
41bs  sugar 
41bs  squash 
31bs  salt 
31bs  split  peas 
21bs  baking  powder 
21bs  carrots 
lib  corn  kernels 
lib  sunflower  seeds 
lib  garbonzo  beans 
lib  soy  beans 
lib  oat  bran 
lib  wheat  berries 
2qts  cooking  oil 
lib  coffee 
a box  of  matchesa 
12oz  jar  of  jam 
3 lemons 

lib  powdered  milk 

Plus  the  Colorado  Caravan  brought  a semi  full  of  hay  and  feed  for  the  live 
stock. 

We  were  also  able  to  fund  the  Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support  office  in 
their  effort  to  coordinate  supporters  with  people  in  need  on  the  land. 

These  seasoned  activists  are  doing  the  important  on  the  spot  record  keeping 
and  wittnessing  that  will  keep  us  all  informed  of  the  welfare  of  the  people 
of  the  HPL. 

Along  with  distributing  the  food  and  supplies,  we  made  sure  the  people  had 
fire  wood  and  fixed  a couple  of  roofs.  Our  main  objective  was  to  let  the 
people  know  that  they  are  not  forgotten,  that  there  are  folk  out  here  in 
America  who  know  what  is  happening  on  Big  Mountain  and  we  support  them  in 
their  struggle,  that  we  will  stand  by  them  in  the  effort  to  keep  them  on 
their  lands  and  carrying  out  the  ceremonies  and  saying  the  prayers  keeping 
the  earth  turning  and  the  sun  rising  every  day. 

Michael  Gerell  made  this  report.  All  facts  are  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  I apologize  for  any  inaccuracies. 

Ho!  Mitaquye  Oyasin! 
walk  in  Beauty,  m.g. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 


unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet . com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http: //www. msw. com. au/cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : News  from  Black  Mesa"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Dec  1998  01:30:14  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : NEWS  from  Big  Mountain 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Date:  Sun,  20  Dec  1998  21:52:54  EST 
From:  DINETAH29@aol.com 
Sub j : News  from  Black  Mesa 

Dear  Big  Mountain  List  from  Marsha  Monestersky,  Consultant, 

Guess  what  - Carlos  Begay  and  I are  finally  up  on  e-mail.  It  is  good  to 
be  able  to  receive  the  news  from  the  Big  Mountain  list.  Sorry  for  the 
delay  in  communicating,  however,  things  here  have  been  very  hectic. 

Today  I traveled  with  Carlos  Begay  to  the  dug  out  home  (dirt  mounds 
carved  out  into  the  mesa)  of  Doan  Yellowhair.  For  over  twenty  years  she 
and  her  brother  Leo  have  been  denied  the  right  even  to  have  a home.  And 
while  construction  has  begun  recently  on  a home,  almost  immediately  the 
Hopi  imposed  a freeze  and  all  activity  abruptly  ceased.  However,  the 
Navajo  tribe,  anxious  to  say  the  Accommodation  Agreement  is  working  was 
quick  to  take  some  photo  ops.  However,  Doan  Yellowhair  says  that  she 
would  rather  wait  until  the  land  is  secure  before  she  has  her  home  and 
will  remain  steadfast  not  to  relocate.  The  strength  of  this  woman  and  the 
extent  of  the  hardship  she  has  suffered  astounded  me.  I was  honored  to 
meet  her  and  be  able  to  sit  with  her  in  her  dugout  home. 

Last  Monday,  I attended  a funeral  for  Oscar  Whitehair,  a great 
grandfather  that  possessed  a great  vision  to  get  the  land  back.  He  was 
always  seen  in  the  Cactus  Valley  area  on  his  horse  and  was  called  the 
Cactus  Valley  kid.  I will  miss  him  as  does  everyone  that  had  the 
privilege  to  know  him.  Anyone  wishing  to  come  out  to  support  Zonnie 
Whitehair,  Oscar's  wife  should  e-mail  us  as  soon  as  possible. 

Oscar  Whitehair  Birthdate  February  14,  1914  Passed  Away  December  11,  1998 
A flyer  handed  out  at  the  funeral  contains  a poem:  The  Cactus  Valley  Kid 

The  day  is  still  young  and  the  sun  has  yet  to  open  it's  eyes.  But  the 
cowboy's  horse  is  saddled  and  ready  for  a whole  day's  ride. 

The  tall,  slim  horseman  and  his  horse  blend  nicely  into  this  beautiful 
land.  The  crooked  canyons  and  high  plateaus  read  like  a map  on  the 
weathered,  calloused  hand. 

He'll  ride  on  the  land,  check  his  cattle  and  watch  his  sheep.  He  will 
still  be  in  the  saddle  long  after  the  sun  has  gone  to  sleep. 

A sorrell  horse,  a black  mare  were  his  constant  companions.  Their 
hoofbeats  and  his  familiar  laugh  will  forever  ring  in  Cactus  Valley's 
canyons . 

Good  Bye-Good  Luck  Tribute  to  Grandpa  Oscar  by  Steve  Blackrock 

This  past  Tuesday,  I participated  in  a burial  site  inspection  of 
desecrated  burial  sites  conducted,  I believe,  in  response  to  our 
presentation  of  a Native  American  Grave  Protection  Act  (NAGPRA)  Complaint 
at  a Review  Committee  meeting  in  Santa  Fe  last  weekend.  The  Navajo  tribe 
has  been  our  biggest  block  in  securing  protection  of  cemeteries  and  has 
knowingly  assisted  Peabody  in  destroying  these  sites,  both  Anasazi  and 
Dineh . 

This  past  Thursday,  I went  to  Pauline  Whitesinger ' s for  a meeting  with 
the  Navajo  Hopi  Indian  Relocation  Commission.  Some  other  elders  who  are 


non-signers  were  there  and  after  they  said  no  to  the  officials,  over  and 
over  again,  saying  they  were  not  interested  in  relocating,  when  they  were 
told  no  again  and  again,  they  finally  took  this  as  a signal  to  leave. 
However,  before  leaving  they  told  the  people  that  they  will  receive  a 90- 
day  notice  to  vacate.  It  is  hopefully  at  this  point  that  we  can  have 
lawyers  file  an  injunction  to  end  the  tyranny  against  the  people  by  the 
Relocation  Commission.  What  a way  for  the  elders  to  spend  the  holidays, 
enduring  psychological  warfare  and  mind  games. 

Roberta  Blackgoat,  Pauline  Whitesinger  and  other  elders  have  asked  us  to 
raise  $1,000.00  as  quickly  as  possible  in  order  to  conduct  ceremonies  for 
the  people  receiving  notices.  Also,  anyone  wishing  to  send  funds  to  help 
Zonnie  Whitehair  should  send  a tax-deductible  contribution  to  our  fiscal 
agent,  Steve  Sugarman.  He  is  the  executive  director  of  Social  and 
Environmental  Entrepreneurs  (SEE),  (an  affiliate  of  the  Earth  Trust 
Foundation)  , 20110  Rockport  Way,  Malibu,  CA  90265-5340,  phone:  (310) 
456-3534,  Tax  ID  number  95-4116679.  Please  specify  that  your  contribution 
is  for  Dineh  ceremonies  or  Zonnie  Whitehair. 

When  a 15-member  Dineh  delegation  traveled  to  NY  last  month  we  had  many 
high  level  meetings  at  the  United  Nations  and  with  constitutional  rights 
lawyers.  At  the  United  Nations  we  were  told  that  this  issue  is  the  "Lions 
share"  of  the  report  on  the  US  and  while  the  elders  are  sad  they  continue 
to  resist  - aware  that  the  US  will  soon  be  cited  for  violations  of  the 
right  to  freedom  of  religion  or  belief,  human  rights  perpetuated  against 
them. 

A Dineh  delegation  is  planning  to  travel  to  the  UN  Commission  on  Human 
Rights  for  two  weeks  towards  the  end  of  March  or  early  April.  This  issue 
will  be  going  to  the  General  Assembly  next  October  and  we  wish  to  start 
lobbying  other  governments  for  support  in  the  General  Assembly  (GA) . We 
are  hoping  to  have  30  minutes  to  present  in  the  GA  and  understand  that 
Guyana  will  be  chairing  the  GA  next  year. 

Wishing  you  a joyous  holiday  season.  On  behalf  of  the  Dineh  I wish  to 
thank  you  for  your  continued  support  and  thank  for  the  people  that 
organized  and  participated  in  the  food  run.  Mauro  will  be  coming  out  for 
Christmas  and  he  will  probably  provide  you  with  an  additional  update  upon 
his  return. 

Your  friend,  Marsha  Monestersky 

attachment:  NAGPRA  Complaint  filed  in  Santa  Fe  last  weekend  including  a 
quote  from  Dudith  Nies.  We  had  two  pages  of  signatures  and  thumb  prints 
on  the  complaint.  A burial  site  inspection  was  conducted  a few  days  ago 
and  we  hope  that  the  federal  crimes  committed  will  be  enough  to  shut  down 
the  mine.  This  would  take  the  pressure  off  the  people  and  allow  us  to  stop 
the  destruction. 

Please  feel  free  to  write  letters  of  support  for  the  Dineh  people  to  the 
following  address.  I hope  that  soon  we  can  send  out  a sign-on  letter  to 
the  Big  Mountain  list. 


November  23,  1998 

Dr.  Francis  P.  McManamon  Department  Consulting  Archaeologist  National  Park 
Service  1849  C Street  NW  NC340  Washington,  DC  20240 

Dear  Dr.  McManamon, 

Re:  Statement  and  request  to  be  on  the  agenda  of  the  Native  American 
Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Review  Committee  meeting,  December  10  - 
12,  1998,  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico. 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  wishes  to  request  thirty  (30)  minutes  to  discuss 
the  continuing  assault  on  Dineh  sacred  lands  by  Peabody  Western  Coal 
Company,  the  US  Department  of  the  Interior's  Office  of  Surface  Mining,  and 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  We  are  seeking  your  assistance  to  protect 
ancient  Anasazi  cliff  houses,  Anasazi  and  Dineh  cemeteries  and  sacred 
sites . 

Judith  Nies,  author  of  "Native  American  History"  states  that  "in  1979, 
the  Archaeological  Resources  Protection  Act  was  passed,  designed  to  slow 
the  destruction  of  archaeological  sites,  such  as  had  occurred  in  the  first 
10-years  of  strip  mining  of  Black  Mesa,  which  had  destroyed  an  estimated  4, 


000  Anasazi  cliff  houses  and  archaeological  sites."  This  desecration 
continues  to  this  day.  Many  of  the  Anasazi  burials  sites  were  not  even 
covered  up  after  removal  of  the  remains.  Their  locations  were  marked  by 
archaeologists'  stakes  in  violation  of  Dineh  religion.  Mounds  of  dirt 
remain  adjacent  to  the  graves  sifted  for  ceremonial  objects  that  were 
taken  to  unknown  locations. 

In  April  1996,  a 100-year  old  ceremonial  hogan  belonging  to  H&G  was 
destroyed  while  they  were  forcibly  restrained.  This  hogan  was  their 
church  and  the  central  focus  of  their  religious  practices.  They  believe 
the  destruction  of  this  and  other  hogans  is  why  the  Holy  Ones  hold  back 
the  rain. 

In  Dune  1996,  BB  had  to  watch  as  bulldozers  unearthed  her  father's 
skeleton,  his  skull  rolling  out,  and  the  grave  of  ALK's  twin  sisters 
bulldozed  and  turned  into  a disposal  area.  Other  residents  have  also 
watched  the  unearthing  of  graves.  People  who  have  tried  to  interfere  with 
mining  operations  that  threaten  burial  sites  are  sometimes  jailed  and 
often  threatened  and  harassed. 

On  October  10,  1997,  an  incident  happened  where  a bulldozer  operator 
approached  AL's  land.  AL  confronted  Peabody  bulldozers.  She  and  other 
elders  stood  up  against  the  bulldozers  and  pleaded  with  them  not  to 
bulldoze  the  area  as  it  contained  a sacred  shrine  and  a known  cemetery. 

The  bulldozer  operators  threatened  them  with  imprisonment  and  told  them  to 
get  out  of  the  way.  The  sacred  shrine  was  destroyed  and  two  human 
skeletons  unearthed,  one  Anasazi  and  one  Dineh. 

This  past  Dune,  a Kiva  containing  28  Anasazi  burials  was  destroyed  and 
is  now  under  tons  of  dirt.  This  would  probably  have  been  one  of  the  most 
significant  finds  with  respect  to  Anasazi  history.  This  past  summer, 
another  cemetery  was  bulldozed  despite  numerous  pleas  from  the  people. 

Many  human  remains  were  plundered  from  the  site  and  others  were  left 
scattered  on  the  surface.  We  don't  even  know  what  happens  to  the  remains 
they  removed.  Next  to  the  bulldozed  area  is  a site  where  we  make 
offerings,  have  held  many  ceremonies,  including  fire  dances.  It  hurts  our 
heart  and  we  cry  wondering  what  to  do. 

This  past  summer  an  area  on  GB's  land  was  bulldozed  in  advance  of  mining 
operations.  It  is  adjacent  to  sacred  Sagebrush  spring  planted  by  Medicine 
people  containing  a year-round  water  resource.  Bitter  spring  in  the  area 
was  bulldozed,  a water  pump  installed  for  the  slurry  line,  and  a dam 
created  to  flush  the  water  pipeline  without  consent. 

A hill  was  destroyed  recently  that  was  used  for  protection.  We  made 
offerings  there  and  had  many  ceremonies.  Since  then  our  livestock  is 
getting  sick  and  confused  and  we  have  smaller  herds.  Endangered  white 
clay  deposits  (chi)  were  destroyed,  burial  sites  were  destroyed,  talking 
rocks,  praying  shrines  and  rock  piles  used  by  Medicine  people  were 
destroyed,  special  herb  gathering  sites  were  destroyed,  including  the 
thunder  goes  down  plant,  deer  corrals,  and  others. 

The  Dineh  believe  that  the  fencing  in  of  burial  and  sacred  sites  is 
equivalent  to  pins  pushing  into  the  Mother  Earth.  The  fencing  of  Star 
Mountain  by  the  US  government's  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  in  the 
southern  portion  of  what  is  known  as  Hopi  Partition  Land  (HPL)  was 
especially  objectionable. 

There  is  a Sacred  spring  Seibidaagai.  Water  was  drawn  from  this  natural 
spring  that  comes  out  of  the  rock.  This  spring  is  now  fenced  in.  There 
are  Sacred  springs  throughout  areas  on  HPL  that  were  fenced  in  with  metal 
fence  posts  put  in  the  ground.  This  has  desecrated  the  whole  area  of 
Finger  Point-Star  Mountain  valley  including  Shaa'To  and  Horse  Springs. 

Many  of  the  places  that  were  bulldozed  and  mined  through  were  so  sacred 
that  there  were  arrowheads  put  in  the  ground  to  hold  the  altars  down  to 
the  ground  and  they  were  tied  to  the  ground  in  ceremonial  song  and  prayer. 

We  hereby  request  a NAGPRA  investigation  be  conducted.  We  appeal  for 
your  help  to  stop  the  desecration  of  Dineh  lands  and  welcome  this 
opportunity  to  be  on  the  meeting  agenda.  The  incidents  noted  above  are 
just  a few  of  the  many  assaults  on  our  community.  We  have  signed 
testimonies  documenting  each  of  these  events  that  we  could  submit  in 
advance  of  the  meeting  if  that  would  be  helpful. 

Yours  sincerely. 


++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate).  To 
unsubscribe,  email  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the 
subject  header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded 
message,  you  may  subscribe  by  emailing  redorman@theofficenet.com  with  the 
word  "subscribe"  in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/welcome.html 
Also,  for  great  internet  tools  please  visit: 
http://www.msw.com.au/ cgi-bin/msw/entry?id=1271 

"RE : Eagle  Habitat  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Dec  1998  14:52:31  -0700 
From:  "PHXCON"  <phxcon@trib . com> 

Sub j : Eagle  Habitat  update 

UUCP  email 

O' siyo  Gary; 

If  you  have  space  in  your  newsletter  I respectfully  request  that  you  include 
the  following. 


To  our  Red  Brothers  who  have  supported  our  concerns  for  the  welfare  of  the 
great  Eagles  of  the  land,  we  thank  you. 

We  ask  your  continued  support  to  protect  the  habitat  of  our  winged  hunters 
and  warriors  of  the  sky. 

I offer  the  following  feedback  and  report  on  the  progress  of  the  efforts  of 
the  Conservancy  of  the  Phoenix. 

December  15  1999 

RE:  BLM  Jackson  Canyon,  WY 

Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACEC) 

This  morning  at  09:00  MDST  Conservancy  of  the  Phoenix  representatives  met 
with  Mr.  Dim  Murkin,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  area  manager.  Mr. 
Murkin  gave  us  a warm  and  welcome  reception  and  was  prepared  with  maps  to 
discuss  the  concerns  centered  on  the  Hackson  Canyon  ACEC  Eagle  habitat.  I 
will  leave  the  details  of  the  discussion  closed  as  we  wish  to  allow  Mr. 
Murkin  time  to  proceeded  with  his  work  on  this  effort  unimpeded. 

I am  happy  to  report  that  the  Conservancy  of  the  Phoenix  is  impressed  with 
the  efforts  and  planning  now  underway  to  appropriately  enhance  and  enforce 
the  protection  of  the  Jackson  Canyon  Eagle  habitat.  Mr.  Murkin  presented 
maps  of  the  ACEC  and  the  surrounding  area  including  adjoining  privately  held 
lands  as  he  discussed  and  explained  matters  to  be  considered.  The  planning 
underway  by  the  BLM  staff  is  viewed  by  the  conservancy  as  appropriately 
aggressive  in  the  interest  of  protecting  the  Eagle  habit  area  while  showing 
proper  respect  for  the  local  governments  and  county  interest  as  they  relate 
to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Murkin's  task  is  a difficult  balancing  act  of  diplomacy  and 
forcefulness  to  provide  a results  that  will  be  in  the  best  interest  of  all, 
not  the  least  of  which  is  the  well  being  of  the  great  Eagles.  Mr.  Murkin 
can  best  be  assisted  by  a strong  show  of  public  support.  I strongly  urge 
you  all  to  write  letters  to  Mr.  Murkin  extending  that  support  in  his  behalf. 
Public  support  of  the  protection  effort  is  essential  in  assuring  the  well 
being  of  the  Eagles.  I would  suggest  that  you  extend  your  thanks  to  Mr. 
Murkin  and  the  BLM  for  their  ongoing  efforts  and  encourage  them  to  proceed. 

The  Eagles  are  here  now,  one  in  particular  flies  the  North  Platt  river 
near  where  I tend  pheasants;  I see  him  there  often.  It  is  a majestic  adult 
fully  feathered  with  the  white  head  and  tail.  He  who  sees  such  majesty  and 
can  not  understand  is  devoid  of  all  imagination  and  Spirit  of  the  Earth. 

Please  take  the  time  to  write  Mr.  Murkin  providing  your  support;  include 
your  thanks  for  the  efforts  underway.  The  addresses  are  provided  below. 
Written  and  signed  letter  are  important;  you  can  make  a difference.  At  a 
time  when  congress  cuts  budgets  and  resources  It  is  important  that  we  ask 
that  funding  be  provided  to  allow  the  BLM  to  carry  out  this  important  task. 


Mr.  Dim  Murkin,  Area  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
1701  East  E.  St. 

Casper,  WY.  82601 

The  Honorable  Bruce  Babbitt 
Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Main  Interior  Building 
1849  C Street  NW 
Washington  DC  20240 

E-mail  address  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
Bruce_Babbitt@IOS . DOI . GOV 

Keep  in  mind  however,  that  signed  letters  are  more  effective. 

May  these  Eagles  carry  your  prayers  and  spirits  to  your  grandfathers  long 
past.  We  thank  you  and  extend  our  greetings. 

Singularium :One 
Omibus ! 

Reginald  D.  Atkins 
President 

Conservancy  of  the  Phoenix,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  4988 
Casper,  WY  82604 
http://w3.trib . com/~phxcon/ 

— "RE:  Court  Finds  for  Occaneechi-Saponi  Recognition"  

Date:  Sun,  20  Dec  1998  13:20:38  -0500 

From:  " Lawrence  A.  Dunmore,  III"  <ekue@erols . com> 

Sub j : N.C.  Court  finds  for  Occaneechi-Saponi  Recognition 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

A Brief  Summary  of  Judge  Smith's  Decision  in  the  Occaneechi-Saponi  Case 
By  Lawrence  Dunmore,  III 

As  if  symbolically,  on  December  7,  1998,  the  57th  anniversary  of  the 
Japanese  surprise  bombing  of  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii,  Judge  Dolores  Smith  of 
the  North  Carolina  Office  of  Administrative  Hearings  (OAH)  released  her 
decision  in  the  case  of  the  Occaneechi  Band  of  the  Saponi  Nation  Vs  the 
North  Carolina  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs  over  the  State  Indian 
Commission's  continued  denial  of  official  State  recognition  to  the  Nation. 

After  initial  proceedings  began  in  February,  1997  and  a failed  attempted 
mediation.  Judge  Smith  heard  the  case  for  one  week  in  July  of  1998.  After 
deliberating  for  over  four  months.  Judge  Smith  has  found  in  the 
Occaneechi-Saponi  peoples  favor  and  made  the  following  Recommendation:  "That 
the  North  Carolina  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs  grant  tribal  recognition  to 
the  Petitioners". 

The  41-page  decision  found  very  strongly  in  the  Occaneechi-Saponi  peoples 
favor  and  has  now  added  official  State  backing  to  their  ongoing  fight  for 
Official  State  recognition  in  North  Carolina.  The  decision  itself  contains 
242  Findings  of  Fact  and  17  Conclusions  of  Law. 

Below  you  is  a summation  of  parts  of  the  decision. 

Judge  Smith  made  the  following: 

CONCLUSIONS  OF  LAW: 

The  Occaneechi  Band  of  the  Saponi  Nation  satisfied  6 of  the  8 Criteria  for 
Official  State  Recognition  as  a Tribe.  Specifically,  the  Occaneechi-Saponi 
satisfied  Criteria  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  8 . 

It  is  concluded  that,  since  the  Petitioning  Group  has  satisfied  three 
Criteria  with  the  Commission,  and  an  additional  three  criteria  above,  the 
Petitioning  Group  has  met  more  than  five  of  the  eight  criteria  and 
satisfactorily  meets  the  requirement  of  1 NCAC  15  .0209  . 


The  requirement  for  a tribal  roll  showing  kinship  ties  has  been  met  pending 
submission  of  address  of  the  tribal  members  on  the  tribal  roll. 

The  Jeffries  family  has  documented  its  ancestry  from  people  on  the  current 
roll  back  more  than  200  years  to  people  identified  as  Indians. 

It  is  shown  by  a preponderance  of  the  evidence  that  this  Petitioning  Group 
traces  back  to  the  SAPONI  and  CATAWBA  TRIBES,  with  the  SAPONI  TRIBE  having 
subsumed  both  the  TUTELO  and  OCCANEECHI  Tribes. 

It  is  therefore  concluded  that  the  Petitioning  Group  has  traced  its  ancestry 
back  200  years  to  tribes  indigenous  to  North  Carolina  in  satisfaction  of  the 
requirement  of  1 NCAC  15  .0211. 

In  addition.  Judge  Smith  made  the  following: 

FINDINGS  OF  FACT: 

The  JEFFRIES  family  traces  their  heritage  to  the  TUTELO-SAPONI  and  CATAWBA 
TRIBES. 

It  is  found  as  fact  that  in  the  era  of  Fort  Christianna,  the  OCCANEECFII  and 
TUTELO  along  with  other  tribes  were  subsumed  under  the  tribal  name  of 
SAPONI. 

Some  of  the  evidence  indicates  an  ancient  tribal  identity  as  CATAWBAN.  In  a 
summation  submitted  by  the  Petitioners  address  this  ....  The  Occaneechi 
provided  the  Recognition  Committee  numerous  documents  proving  that  in  the 
late  1700s  and  early  1800s  the  Catawba  name  did  not  designate  a tribe  so 
much  as  a CONFEDERATION  of  several  tribes,  including  the  Catawba  proper. 

When  the  Occaneechi  were  identified 

as  Catawba  and  were  identifying  themselves  as  such,  they  were  recognizing 
their  relationship  to  the 

CATAWBA  CONFEDERATION,  and  not  claiming  to  be  Catawba  in  the  sense  that  the 
present  day  South  Carolina  tribe  is  Catawba. 

It  is  found  as  fact  that  the  Catawba  Tribe  was  joined  at  the  Catawba  River 
Settlement  by  many  other  tribes  including  the  Saponi  and  remnants  of  tribes 
whose  identity  eventually  became  closely  associated  with  the  name,  CATAWBAN 

There  was  a continuous  migration  of  both  tribes  and  remnants  of  tribes.  They 
banded  together  in  an  effort  to  find  a safe  and  acceptable  place  to  live  and 
to  survive  in  the  face  of  increasing  pressure  from  encroaching  settlers  and 
tribal  population  loss. 

Some  Commission  members  testified  that  while  the  amount  of  Indian  blood  is 
not  relevant,  living  in  the  "Indian  Way"  is.  One  Commission  member 
testified,  "You  might  have  Indian  heritage,  but  if  you  don't  live  as  an 
Indian,  you're  not  a tribe" 

However,  it  is  found  as  fact  that  there  is  no  statute  or  rule  which  requires 
that  the  Petitioning  Group  be  living  in  the  "Indian  Way"  . 

Some  Commission  members  testified  that  if  an  ancestor  denied  his  Indian 
heritage  in  order  to  get  land  or  an  education,  "you  are  through  as  an 
Indian."  There  was  also  testimony  that,  you  can  not  pick  up  and  put  down  the 
title  of  "Indian"  for  your  convenience.  When  asked  if  a descendent  could 
later  reclaim  their  Indian  heritage,  the  response  was,  "No"  . 

However,  it  is  found  as  fact  that  there  is  no  statute  or  rule  which  provides 
that  ancestors  may  not  have  denied  their  heritage  or  culture. 

On  several  occasions  the  Commission  members  testified  that  they  have  been 
looking  in  this  Petition  for  a "rifle  shot"  straight  back  from  a current 


tribal  member  to  an  ancestor  described  as  a member  of  an  indigenous  tribe. 


However,  it  is  found  as  fact  that  there  is  no  requirement  that  a Petitioning 
Group  trace  their  heritage  by  direct  evidence  (a  "rifle  shot")  and  not  by 
circumstantial  evidence. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Occaneechi-Saponi  Tribal  office  by  email  at 
OBSN@Duno.com  or  by  phone  at  (919)  304-3723. 

More  Information  will  be  posted  later. 

"RE : Candlelight  Vigil  Commemorating  Acteal"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Dec  1998  10:24:43  -0800 
From:  ncdm  <moonlight@igc.org> 

Sub j : Press  Release 

UUCP  email 

CANDLELIGHT  VIGIL 
COMMEMORATING  THE  ACTEAL  MASSACRE 
ST.  PATRICK'S  CATHEDRAL 
DEC.  22,  1998  6:00  P.M. 

On  December  22,  1997,  45  people  were  killed  during  an  attack  in  the 
Tzotzil  village  of  Acteal,  in  the  municipality  of  Chenalho,  Chiapas. 

Hundreds  of  displaced  Zapatista  supporters  and  members  of  a peaceful 
civilian  organization  known  as  "Las  Abejas"  ("The  Bees")  had  taken 
refuge  in  Acteal.  The  victims  included  21  women,  14  children,  9 men, 
and  one  infant.  More  than  25  others  were  wounded.  The  bloodbath  lasted 
five  hours,  during  which  time  the  Public  Security  police  stood  by  and 
refused  to  intervene. 

Members  of  a PRI-backed  paramilitary  group  descended  upon  the  village 
and  opened  fire  on  the  inhabitants  while  they  were  attending  church 
services  and  praying  for  peace  and  reconciliation  in  the  municipality. 

The  slaughter  continued  as  hundreds  of  people  ran  toward  a nearby  river 
in  a vain  effort  to  escape. 

After  the  massacre.  President  Zedillo  added  5,000  new  troops  to  the 
nearly  30,000  already  present  in  Chiapas. 

LA  VIGILIA 

COMEMERANDO  LA  MASACRE  DE  ACTEAL 
LA  CATEDRAL  DE  ST.  PATRICK 
22  de  DICIEMBRE,  1998  6:00  P.M. 

En  el  22  de  diciembre  1997,  45  personas  fueron  asesinados  durante  un 
ataque  en  la  commundiad  tzotzil  de  Acteal,  en  el  municipio  de  Chenalho, 
Chiapas.  Centenares  de  simpatizantes  Zapatista  y los  miembros 
desplazados  de  la  organizacion  civil  pacifica  conocida  como  "Las 
Abejas"  habian  tornado  el  refugio  en  Acteal.  La  masacre  duro  cinco 
horas,  mientras  la  Policia  de  Seguridad  Publica  rechazo  intervenir. 

Miembros  de  un  grupo  paramilitar  del  PRI  abrieron  el  fuego  en  la  aldea 
tanta  de  sus  habitantes  donde  atendiendo  a servicios  de  iglesia  y 
rogando  para  la  paz  y la  reconciliacion  en  el  municipio.  La  matanza  con 

"RE;  Acteal  Tally  Sheet"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Dec  1998  13:49:10  -0800 
From:  NCDM  <moonlight@igc . org> 

Sub j : Acteal 

UUCP  email 

by  Luis  Hernandez  Navarro,  translated  by  Duane  Ediger 

1)  Number  of  people  assassinated  in  Acteal,  Chiapas  on  December  22,  1997:45 

2)  Composition  of  victims:  21  women,  15  children  and  nine  men. 

3)  Number  of  women  between  ten  weeks  and  five  months  pregnant  who  died 
in  the  attack:  four. 


4)  Confession  of  one  of  the  criminals,  the  father  of  Juan  Javier  Ruiz, 
to  his  wife:  "I  put  the  knife  and  machete  to  the  pregnant  women." 

5)  Party  holding  direct  responsibility  for  the  massacre:  paramilitary 
group  formed  by  PRI  militants. 

6)  Political  affiliation  of  the  victims:  refugees  of  the  Civil  Society 
organization  The  Bees  of  Chenalho,  a pacifist  group  which  since  the 
initiation  of  the  conflict  in  1994  has  sought  a peaceful,  negotiated 
resolution . 

7)  Party  responsible  for  the  organization  and  training  of  the 
paramilitaries : elements  of  the  Mexican  Army. 

8)  Military  officials  implicated,  as  of  now,  in  the  massacre:  retired 
Brigadier  General  Julio  Cesar  Santiago  Diaz;  Mariano  Arias  Perez, 

soldier  of  the  38  Infantry  Battalion;  Pablo  Hernandez  Perez,  former  soldier 
who  headed  the  massacre;  Sergeant  Mariano  Perez  Ruiz. 

9)  Parties  responsible  for  the  giving  of  uniforms  to  the  paramilitaries: 
officers  of  the  Public  Security  Police. 

10)  Party  responsible  for  distribution  of  arms  to  the  paramilitaries : 

Jacinto  Arias  Cruz,  Municipal  President  of  Chenalho  and  PRI  leader. 

11)  Arms  collected  by  the  Justice  Department  (PGR)  that  were  utilized  in 
the  massacre:  one  AK-47  rifle  and  three  .22  caliber  [rifles]. 

12)  Number  of  victims  who,  according  to  the  sodium  [rodizonato]  test 
discharged  a firearm:  zero. 

13)  Approximate  time  of  initiation  of  the  aggression:  10:30  a.m. 

14)  Activity  being  undertaken  by  the  victims  when  the  attack  began: 
praying  for  peace  in  the  chapel. 

15)  Distance  of  Public  Security  Police  from  the  blood  bath  while  it  was 
happening:  200  meters. 

16)  Word  to  his  superiors  from  Retired  General  Julio  Cesar  Santiago,  who 

was  a scant  few  meters  from  the  acts:  "Nothing  new  [to  report]." 

17)  Response  of  Captain  Ricardo  Garcia  Rivas  when  three  neighbors  from 
Acteal  alerted  him,  at  11:30  in  the  morning,  to  the  beginning  of  the 
shooting:  to  order  the  detention  of  the  informants. 

18)  The  time  of  day  when  Gonzalo  Ituarte,  member  of  the  National 

Conciliation  Commission,  communicated  with  Homero  Tovilla,  Secretary  of 
the  State  Government,  to  inform  him  of  what  was  happening  in  Acteal:  11:00. 

19)  Time  at  which  CISEN  alerted  Homero  Tovilla,  according  to  the 

National  Human  Rights  Commission,  to  the  beginning  of  the  carnage:  11:00am. 

20)  Declaration  of  Subsecretary  Uriel  Jarquin  about  the  slaughter:  "At 
11:30  (tomo  nota  --  obscure)  and  I notified  [him]  that  we  didn't  have  any 
report  at  that  moment. 

21)  Report  of  Homero  Tovilla  to  the  Diocese  of  San  Cristobal  de  Las 

Casas  at  6:00  p.m.:  The  situation  is  under  control  and  only  a few  shots  were 
heard ..." 

22)  Time  of  entry  of  police  to  the  community:  5:00  p.m.,  that  is,  six 
and  a half  hours  after  the  initiation  of  the  attack. 

23)  Order  issued  by  Jorge  Enrique  Hernandez,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
State  Public  Security  Council:  Hurry  up  and  pick  up  the  bodies  so  the 
journalists  don't  come  [and  see  them]. 

24)  Moment  at  which  Governor  Julio  Cesar  Ruiz  Ferro  began  to  be  informed 
of  the  operation:  12:00. 

25)  Number  of  public  employees  who,  according  to  the  National  Human 
Rights  Commission,  have  penal  or  administrative  responsibility  for  the 
massacre:  17. 

26)  Number  of  those  public  employees  who,  until  now,  have  been  brought 
before  the  justice  system:  four. 

27)  Number  of  those  detained  for  the  assassinations:  97. 

28)  Contracting  party  for  the  group  of  six  defense  lawyers  for  those 
incriminated  in  the  massacre:  Chiapas  State  government. 

29)  Indemnity  offered  for  each  of  the  assassinated:  35,000  pesos  (about 
US$3,500). 

30)  Amount  given  by  the  Guerrero  State  government  for  each  of  the  dead 
in  the  Aguas  Blancas  massacre:  45,000  pesos. 

31)  Justice  Department  explanation  of  the  motive  for  the  massacre: 
inter-  family  or  inter-community  conflicts  and  a dispute  over  a sand  bank 
in  the  Majomut  area. 


32)  Family  relations  between  the  paramilitaries  and  their  victims:  none. 

33)  Participation  of  the  assassinated  in  the  dispute  over  the  sand  bank: 
none. 

34)  Date  on  which  the  Secretary  of  National  Defense  transferred  to 
Veracruz  the  38th  Infantry  Battalion,  which  was  based  at  the  Rancho  Nuevo 
(Chiapas)  Army  base,  and  some  of  whose  soldiers  were  implicated  in  the 
massacre:  January  of  1998. 

35)  Number  of  military  operations  undertaken  which  included  human  rights 
violations  during  the  100  days  following  Acteal:  88. 

"RE : Judge  Punished  for  Stoney  Corruption  Ruling"  

Date:  Sun,  20  Dec  1998  04:22:03  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Judge  "punished"  for  Stoney  corruption  ruling 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
JUDGE  WARNED  TO  STOP  POLITICAL  DECISIONS  - LAWYER 
Canadian  Press,  Dec.  19,  1998  by  Reg  Curren 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

CALGARY  (CP)  - Judge  John  Reilly  had  a reputation  for  politically  charged 
rulings  involving  aboriginal  offenders,  a pattern  that  compromised  his 
independence,  the  lawyer  for  his  boss  argued  Friday.  Reilly  was  ordered  out 
of  his  court  in  Canmore,  Alta.,  earlier  this  year  after  Chief  Judge  Ed 
Wachowich  became  alarmed  by  his  apparent  willingness  to  treat  aboriginals 
as  a different  class  of  offender. 

Reilly  stated  on  several  occasions  that  the  system  wasn't  properly  serving 
natives  and  he  couldn't  make  decisions  based  on  traditional  Canadian  law. 

David  lavender,  Wachowichs  lawyer,  told  Court  of  Queens  Bench  Justice 
Blair  Mason  that  Reilly  was  warned  several  times  to  stick  to  the  law  and 
stay  out  of  the  political  arena.  He  said  when  Reilly  persisted,  it  left 
Wachowich  no  choice  but  to  act.  "Law  reform  belongs  in  the  legislative 
arena,"  Wachowich  wrote  to  Reilly  at  one  point.  "It  is  the  bailiwick  of 
politicians . " 

Reilly  drew  the  ire  of  his  boss  and  the  provincial  government  last  year 
when  he  ordered  a probe  into  social  conditions  on  the  Stoney  Indian  reserve 
at  Morley,  Alta.,  saying  he  needed  the  information  to  pass  sentence  in  an 
assault  case.  In  making  the  request,  Reilly  charged  there  was  political 
corruption  and  financial  mismanagement  on  the  reserve.  Wachowich  called 
Reilly's  judgments  involving  aboriginals  "atrocious"  and  "embarrassing, " 
and  last  May  ordered  he  be  transferred  as  of  Sept.  1. 

Tavender  said  it's  clear  in  Canadian  law  that  Wachowich  has  the  duty  and 
the  right  to  discipline  judges.  "The  decision  to  reassign  Reilly  was  an 
attempt  by  the  chief  judge  to  respond  to  these  concerns  (over  a loss  of 
objectivity),"  said  Tavender.  "The  chief  judge  in  exercising  disciplinary 
power  has  the  responsibility  to  respond  to  and  account  for  conduct  not 
meeting  judicial  standards."  He  said  Reilly  failed  to  meet  judicial 
standards  when  he  waded  into  the  debate  over  the  lot  of  aboriginals. 

Alan  Hunter,  Reilly's  lawyer,  attacked  Tavender 's  assertions  of  partiality 
being  an  issue.  He  said  the  Criminal  Code  directs  judges  to  be  familiar 
with  "the  history  and  culture  of  aboriginal  people  to  understand  their 
situation.  "(Reilly)  should  not  be  condemned.  He  should  be  applauded,"  said 
Hunter. 

Hunter  said  it's  obvious  Reilly  was  ordered  moved  because  he  wasn't 
heeding  the  concerns  of  his  superiors.  "It  was  clear  if  you  don't  pay 
attention,  you're  out  of  there,"  said  Hunter. 

Tavender  also  suggested  that  the  proper  place  for  this  dispute  to  be  heard 
is  at  the  provincial  Judicial  Council.  Hunter  disagreed,  saying  the  matter 
is  of  great  public  concern  and  should  remain  in  public  court.  Mason  will 
release  a written  decision  but  did  not  say  when. 

A forensic  audit  of  the  Stoney  reserve  released  in  early  December  found  43 
potential  instances  of  financial  corruption.  The  Mounties  are  now 
investigating. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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FCNL  Native  American  Legislative  Updates  for  December  16,  1998 

The  following  are  updates  and  action  suggestions  from  the  Friends  Committee 
on  National  Legislation  (FCNL)  regarding  Indian  affairs  legislation  for  the 
coming  two  weeks.  These  messages  focus  on  selected  legislation  which 
Congress  is  considering  now,  and  suggest  some  points  that  you  may  wish  to 
make  in  your  communications  with  Congress.  These  messages  are  intended  as 
a supplement  to  other  FCNL  Native  American  Program  materials  and  do  not 
reflect  FCNL's  complete  policy  position  on  any  issue,  nor  do  they  include 
all  pertinent  facts  on  any  topic.  For  more  information,  or  to  request  the 
FCNL  Indian  Report  and  other  background  documents,  please  contact  Aura 
Kanegis,  FCNL  Legislative  Associate  for  Native  American  Affairs:  (202) 
547-6000  ext.  113;  245  2nd  St.  NE,  Washington,  DC  20002;  aura@fcnl.org. 

PREPARING  FOR  THE  106th  CONGRESS:  The  106  Congress  is  likely  to  revisit 
many  of  the  issues  of  concern  to  tribes  that  arose  in  the  105th  Congress. 
Many  of  the  pressing  needs  of  Indian  country  that  have  not  been  addressed 
by  Congress  will  again  be  at  issue  in  the  coming  session.  The  Supreme  Court 
will  be  considering  several  cases  that  could  significantly  affect  tribal 
treaty  rights  and  sovereignty,  and  depending  on  the  outcome,  legislation 
may  be  necessary  to  address  the  resulting  impact  in  Indian  Country.  In 
anticipation  of  the  important  decisions  ahead,  we  urge  you  to  write,  call, 
or  meet  with  your  members  of  congress  to  discuss  some  of  the  issues  that 
are  likely  to  arise  in  the  coming  session.  Among  other  things,  these  may 
include: 

--Tribal  Sovereign  Immunity.  The  legislative  conflicts  over  tribal 
sovereign  immunity  are  certain  to  continue  in  the  106th  Congress.  The 
Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  will  be  considering  proposals  to  address 
aspects  of  tribal  sovereign  immunity  in  the  areas  of  torts,  contracts, 
civil  rights,  state  taxes,  and  environmental  issues  in  various  ways.  This 
is  a complex  area  of  law,  but  the  bottom  line  is  clear:  these  issues  should 
only  be  addressed  in  full  consultation  with  tribal  governments,  and  under 
careful  deliberation  by  the  committees  of  jurisdiction.  Tribal  leaders  are 
working  with  their  supporters  in  Congress  to  find  ways  to  address  due 
process  concerns  without  compromising  important  aspects  of  tribal 
sovereignty,  and  their  efforts  should  be  supported. 

--Federal  Taxation  of  Tribal  Revenues.  It  is  likely  that  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  committee  will  once  again  consider  a proposal  to  impose  the  Unrelated 
Business  Income  Tax  (UBIT)  on  the  revenue  generating  activities  of  tribal 
governments.  The  UBIT  tax,  usually  applied  to  unrelated  business 
activities  of  non-profit  organizations,  has  never  been  applied  to  the 
revenue  generating  activities  of  any  form  of  government.  If  passed,  such  a 
proposal  would  not  only  undermine  tribes  governmental  status,  but  would 


also  likely  bankrupt  many  tribal  businesses  that  exist  to  generate  revenue 
for  tribal  programs  and  employment  in  tribal  communities  most  in  need. 

--State  Taxation  of  Tribes.  In  recent  years,  a number  of  proposals  have 
surfaced  to  enforce  state  tax  collection  on  Indian  lands,  particularly  in 

connection  with  tobacco  and  motor  fuel  sales.  These  proposals  have  often 
ignored  the  fundamental  injustice  of  dual  taxation  on  tribal  government 
lands,  as  well  as  the  many  tribal-state  tax  agreements  that  are  already 
established.  Rep.  Istook  (OK)  has  indicated  that  in  the  106th  Congress  he 
plans  to  revive  H.R.  1168,  legislation  that  would  block  tribal  governments 
from  taking  lands  into  trust  without  first  entering  into  taxation 
agreements  with  state  and  local  governments.  Other  legislative  proposals 
to  force  state  taxation  of  tribes  or  to  block  tribes  from  taking  new  lands 
into  trust  are  likely  to  emerge  as  well.  It  is  critical  to  educate  members 
of  Congress  on  the  heavy  burden  of  basic  governmental  services  that  tribal 
governments  must  provide  for  their  people,  and  to  request  their  help  in 
assisting  tribes  in  meeting  this  burden  rather  than  undermining  their 
efforts . 

--Budget  Concerns.  Continued  efforts  to  tighten  discretionary  spending 
while  increasing  military  spending  in  the  FY2000  budget  will  likely  lead  to 
incredible  pressure  in  Congress  to  severely  limit  spending  on  federal 
Indian  programs.  This  is  completely  unacceptable  at  a time  when 
fulfillment  of  the  federal  trust  responsibility  is  at  an  embarrassing 
all-time  low. 

--Alaska  Native  Subsistence.  Once  again  in  the  105th  Congress  the  basic 
rights  of  Alaska  Natives  were  violated  as  Senator  Stevens  (AK)  and  Interior 
Secretary  Babbitt  included  a fourth  postponement  of  a court-ordered  federal 
takeover  of  fisheries  management  on  federal  lands  in  Alaska.  This 
continued  delay  in  enforcing  the  subsistence  priority  established  for  rural 
Alaskans  under  federal  law  is  inexcusable.  It  is  critical  that  members  of 
Congress  be  educated  on  the  gravity  of  subsistence  fishing  and  hunting  to 
the  life  and  culture  of  Native  Alaskans,  and  that  federal  law  protecting 
these  basic  needs  be  upheld. 

--Other  Issues.  The  above  issues  represent  only  a small  number  of  the  many 
critical  issues  that  are  likely  to  be  considered  in  the  106th  Congress. 
Others  are  likely  to  include  education,  housing,  health  care,  cultural 
resources  and  religious  freedom  rights,  Indian  child  welfare,  environmental 
protection,  and  self-determination  contracting,  among  other  things.  For 
in-depth  information  on  these  and  other  concerns,  please  look  for  coming 
issues  of  the  Indian  Report,  or  consult  past  issues  for  background. 

SUPPORT  FCNL:  FCNL's  budget  for  producing  the  Native  American  Legislative 
Update  and  for  representing  your  concerns  in  our  nation's  capital  comes 
almost  entirely  from  individual  contributions.  In  this  election  year,  some 
give  more  to  candidates  and  less  to  FCNL.  Your  gift  is  especially  needed 
now  to  keep  FCNL's  voice  strong.  Please  send  a contribution  today  if  you 
are  able.  Make  your  check  payable  to  "FCNL"  for  our  lobby  work  (not  tax 
deductible)  or  to  "FCNL  Education  Fund"  for  FCNL's  research  and  issues 
education  (tax  deductible).  Mail  your  check  to  FCNL-NALU,  245  Second  St 
NE,  Washington  DC  20002.  Thank  you! 

R.  Aura  Kanegis 

Legislative  Associate  for  Native  American  Affairs 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 

245  2nd  St.  NE 
Washington,  DC  20002 
(202)  547-6000  ext.  113 
aura@fcnl.org 
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Indian  Firefighter  Files  Complaint 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
12-14-98 

CFIICAGO  (AP)  --An  American  Indian  firefighter  said  co-workers  taunted 
him  with  slurs  of  "Geronimo"  and  mocked  him  with  dances  and  chants,  and 
his  superiors  ignored  his  complaints. 

Because  of  his  complaints,  two  other  firefighters  were  suspended  for  30 
days  without  pay,  the  most  serious  punishment  possible  short  of  termination, 
department  spokesman  Mike  Cosgrove  said  Friday. 

Four  supervisors  were  suspended  without  pay  for  failing  to  act  on  the 
complaints.  Their  suspensions  range  from  three  to  30  days. 

The  victim,  who  asked  that  his  name  not  be  used  for  fear  of  retribution, 
filed  a complaint  with  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Commission.  He  said 
the  harassment  began  almost  immediately  after  his  transfer  to  Engine  Co.  112 
on  the  city's  northwest  side  in  the  fall  of  1997. 

The  firefighter  said  he  was  repeatedly  called  obscenities  and  names  that 
included  "Chief  Sitting  Bull"  and  "Geronimo."  He  said  co-workers 
performed  Indian  dances  and  chants  to  mock  him.  He  also  alleged  he  was 
ridiculed  after  objecting  to  his  colleagues'  use  of  racial  slurs  against 
blacks . 

It's  not  the  first  time  the  Chicago  Fire  Department,  which  is 
overwhelmingly  male  and  nearly  three-quarters  white,  has  faced  allegations 
of  racism  in  its  ranks. 

Earlier  this  year,  more  than  two  dozen  firefighters  were  disciplined  for 
participating  in  a firehouse  beer  party  in  1990  that  was  caught  on  videotape 
and  released  to  the  media  seven  years  later.  On  the  videotape,  firefighters 
guzzle  beer,  drop  their  pants  and  sing  a song  that  includes  racial  slurs. 
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Yakama  Indians  celebrate  grand  opening  of  sawmill 

c.  AP 

12-12-98 

WHITE  SWAN,  Wash.  (AP)  The  Yakama  Indian  Nation  has  opened  its  first 
sawmill . 

The  $12  million  Yakama  Forest  Products  sawmill,  dedicated  Friday,  is  the 
latest  attempt  by  the  tribe  to  improve  its  economic  outlook. 

The  tribe  has  made  money  off  timber  sales  for  half  a century.  Instead  of 


selling  its  logs  to  other  mills,  the  tribe  will  now  be  able  to  convert 
small  logs  into  boards  and  keep  more  timber  money  at  home. 

"In  the  past,  I witnessed  the  trucks  going  forth  loaded  with  logs,  and 
the  thing  that  was  sad  to  me  was  that  they  weren't  coming  here,  they  were 
going  to  Yakima,"  said  Clifford  Moses,  a tribal  council  member. 

"It  has  always  been  my  dream  that  the  Yakama  Nation  should  make  its  own 
finished  materials,  and  that  dream  has  come  true,"  he  said. 

Proposals  to  start  a sawmill  failed  in  the  Yakama  Nation  General  Council 
several  times  before  finally  winning  approval  in  1994. 

Although  individual  Yakamas  have  run  small  mills  in  the  past,  this  is 
the  first  tribally  owned  mill  and  the  first  to  open  on  the  reservation 
since  the  White  Swan  Lumber  Mill  closed  nearly  10  years  ago.  Ninety  people 
lost  their  jobs  as  a result  of  that  closure. 

Tim  Vigil  was  one  of  the  loggers  left  hanging  when  the  mill  closed.  Now 
he  is  one  of  65  people,  most  of  them  Yakamas,  who  works  for  Yakama  Forest 
Products . 

"It  was  good  to  get  out  of  the  woods,"  Vigil  said.  "It's  fewer  hours  and 
that  means  more  time  I can  spend  with  my  kids.  And  I can  count  on  it  the 
way  I couldn't  always  with  logging." 

The  mill  is  expected  to  have  an  annual  payroll  of  $2  million.  It  is 
running  just  one  shift  a day,  but  could  expand  to  two  shifts,  adding 
another  35  workers.  The  jobs  pay  between  $9  and  $15  an  hour. 

The  9, 100-member  tribe  typically  earns  between  $25  million  and  $35 
million  a year  from  timber  sales,  said  Tribal  Director  Delano  Saluskin. 

Mill  officials  estimate  the  facility  will  generate  $20  million  in  sales 
annually,  bringing  in  about  $2  million  in  profits. 

The  mill  has  been  in  production  since  October. 
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New  technology  brings  phones  to  reservation 

c . AP 

12-12-98 

PFIOENIX  (AP)  Salt  River  Maricopa-Pima  Reservation  tribal  elder  Naomi 
Chiago  got  a call  from  U.S.  Senator  Dohn  McCain. 

Not  only  was  it  Chiago 's  first  call  from  a well-known  politician,  it  was 
her  first  phone  call. 

The  reservation  outside  Phoenix  is  the  first  place  in  the  nation  to  use 
an  experimental  technology  to  provide  telephones  to  residents  who  live  in 
areas  with  no  service.  The  system,  which  uses  small  dish  antennae  to 
receive  radio  frequencies,  is  used  in  several  countries  around  the  world. 

But  it's  so  new  that  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  in  September 
issued  a rare  "experimental  license"  for  its  use  on  the  56,000-acre 
reservation . 

McCain,  who  urged  the  FCC  to  issue  the  temporary  license,  called  Chiago 
on  one  of  the  phones  as  part  of  a ceremony  Friday  to  unveil  the  new 
technology.  Chiago,  about  70,  has  never  had  a phone. 

The  new  system  has  been  installed  in  about  100  homes  on  the  reservation 
of  about  6,000.  Another  100  families  are  awaiting  phones,  including  Ivan 
Makil,  tribal  president. 

Makil  said  he  lives  in  an  area  where  it  would  cost  about  $10,000  to 
string  phone  lines  to  his  home.  That  is  a typical  situation  in  remote 
parts  of  the  reservation. 

The  Salt  River  Community  isn't  the  only  Arizona  reservation  without 
sufficient  phone  service.  Officials  say  the  new  technology  would 
eventually  spread  to  other  reservations,  such  as  the  White  Mountain  Apache 
in  northeastern  Arizona  and  the  Navajo  Reservation  in  the  far  northern 


part  of  the  state. 
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
INUIT  TAKE  IMPORTANT  STEP  FORWARD  WITH  LAND  CLAIM 
Canadian  Press,  Dec.  19,  1998  by  Michelle  Macafee 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

ST.  JOHNS,  Nfld.  (CP)  - Negotiators  for  5,000  Labrador  Inuit,  the 
Newfoundland  government  and  Ottawa  have  reached  a tentative  agreement  on  a 
land-claim  settlement,  eliminating  one  of  several  obstacles  on  the  road  to 
a mining  development  at  Voiseys  Bay.  The  tentative  agreement  in  principle, 
reached  late  Thursday  night  and  to  be  formalized  in  the  next  few  weeks,  is 
a significant  step  in  a process  that  began  eight  years  ago  with  the  signing 
of  a framework  agreement. 

"This  is  a good  step  ahead  in  that  there  are  no  more  issues  to  negotiate," 
said  Winston  White,  spokesman  for  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association.  "We're 
starting  to  work  toward  more  certainty." 

The  negotiations  were  based  on  a deal  reached  last  year  that  would  see  the 
Inuit  take  control  of  a five  per  cent  chunk  of  Labrador,  as  well  as  25  per 
cent  of  Newfoundlands  revenues  from  mining,  oil  and  gas  production.  The 
Inuit  will  also  be  given  direct  ownership  of  about  15,700  square  kilometres 
of  Labrador.  Boundaries  for  the  Inuit  territory  have  not  yet  been  drawn. 

Inuit  will  also  co-manage  with  the  Newfoundland  government  a further 
56,000  square  kilometres  to  be  known  as  the  Labrador  Settlement  Area.  That 
land  will  remain  under  the  control  of  the  Crown  but  preferential  hunting 
and  fishing  rights  will  be  given  to  the  Inuit. 

White  said  he  hopes  the  final  agreement,  which  could  take  another  year 
to  reach,  will  bring  the  kind  of  immediate  and  positive  changes  for  the 
Labrador  Inuit  that  he  has  seen  develop  in  the  eastern  Northwest 
Territories  since  a deal  was  reached  to  establish  that  region's  own 
government.  "Within  a year  after  that  agreement,  opportunities  opened  up 
for  Inuit  entrepreneurs"  said  White.  "It  was  a new  stimulus,  not  just 
economic,  but  the  culture  was  revived." 

One  of  the  most  immediate  economic  development  opportunities  for  the  Inuit 
could  come  from  Incos  proposed  nickel  development  at  Voiseys  Bay,  situated 
on  land  claimed  by  the  Inuit  and  the  Innu  Nation.  But  both  groups  have  said 
there  will  be  no  project  without  land-claim  agreements  and  separate 
benefit-sharing  deals  with  Inco. 

Negotiations  between  governments  and  the  Innu  are  continuing,  as  are  talks 
between  Inco  and  the  aboriginals. 

Premier  Brian  Tobin  said  Friday  he  was  pleased  with  the  latest 
developments  in  negotiations.  More  details  will  be  released  once  the 
agreement  in  principle  has  been  thoroughly  reviewed,  he  added. 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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Ex-Mexico  Officials  Face  Punishment 

.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  ALE3ANDRO  RUIZ 
12/14/98 

SAN  CRISTOBAL  DE  LAS  CASAS,  Mexico  (AP)  --  Eleven  former  Chiapas  state 
officials  were  barred  from  holding  public  office  for  between  six  and  10 
years  Monday  as  punishment  for  failing  to  have  prevented  the  massacre  of 
45  Indian  villagers. 

In  addition  to  the  sanctions,  handed  down  by  the  state  Comptroller's 
Office,  some  of  the  former  officials  may  still  face  criminal  investigation 
for  allowing  the  Dec.  22,  1997  killings  --  known  as  the  Acteal  Massacre  - 
- to  take  place. 

State  Comptroller  Jorge  Santiago  Zenteno  said  the  punishments,  which 
cited  the  ex-officials  for  dereliction  of  duty,  fulfilled  a recommendation 
by  the  government's  National  Human  Rights  Commission  that  those 
responsible  for  the  killings  be  punished. 

However,  critics  note  that  most  of  those  jailed  for  the  massacre  -- 
which  targeted  villagers  who  belonged  to  a group  that  sympathizes  with 
leftist  Zapatista  rebels  --  are  themselves  poor  Indians,  and  that  no 
high-ranking  state  officials  have  been  charged. 

Any  criminal  investigations  would  be  carried  out  by  federal,  not  state, 
prosecutors . 

The  highest-ranking  officials  sanctioned  --  the  former  state  public 
safety  director  and  state  attorney  general  --  were  barred  from  holding 
public  office  for  10  and  eight  years,  respectively. 

The  state  Interior  Secretary  and  his  assistant  were  barred  for  six  years, 
and  four  other  police  and  prosecutors  were  barred  for  eight  years.  Three 
police  officers  were  banned  from  government  jobs  for  six  years. 

Meanwhile,  the  Zapatista  rebels  denied  they  were  responsible  for  a 
Chiapas  shooting  attack  Sunday  which  killed  an  11-year-old  boy. 

State  prosecutors  had  said  the  assailants  who  attacked  the  truck  in 
which  the  boy  was  traveling  wore  uniforms  similar  to  those  used  by  the 
Zapatistas . 

"On  the  eve  of  the  Acteal  massacre,  the  government  wants  to  distract 
public  opinion  and  accuses  the  victims,  instead  of  the  executioners,"  the 
rebels'  leadership  said  in  a statement. 

The  Zapatistas  staged  a brief  armed  uprising  in  Chiapas  in  January  1994, 
demanding  greater  democracy  and  Indian  rights.  Peace  talks  between  the 
government  and  the  rebels  have  been  stalled  since  1996. 

"RE : Missionaries  Savages  and  Civilization"  

Date:  Wed,  25  Nov  1998  16:55:01  -0500 
From:  Louis  Proyect  <lnp3@panix. com> 

Sub j : Missionaries,  savages,  and  civilization 

(Herman  Melville,  "Typee",  Penguin  Books,  pp.  124-130): 

As  I extended  my  wanderings  in  the  valley  and  grew  more  familiar  with  the 
habits  of  its  inmates,  I was  fain  to  confess  that,  despite  the 
disadvantages  of  his  condition,  the  Polynesian  savage,  surrounded  by  all 
the  luxurious  provisions  of  nature,  enjoyed  an  infinitely  happier,  though 
certainly  a less  intellectual  existence,  than  the  self-complacent  European. 

The  naked  wretch  who  shivers  beneath  the  bleak  skies,  and  starves  among 
the  inhospitable  wilds  of  Terra-del-Fuego,  might  indeed  be  made  happier  by 
civilization,  for  it  would  alleviate  his  physical  wants.  But  the  voluptuous 
Indian,  with  every  desire  supplied,  whom  Providence  has  bountifully 
provided  with  all  the  sources  of  pure  and  natural  enjoyment,  and  from  whom 


are  removed  so  many  of  the  ills  and  pains  of  life--what  has  he  to  desire  at 
the  hands  of  Civilization?  She  may  "cultivate  his  mind"--may  "elevate  his 
thoughts, "--these  I believe  are  the  established  phrases--but  will  he  be  the 
happier?  Let  the  once  smiling  and  populous  Hawiian  islands,  with  their  now 
diseased,  starving,  and  dying  natives,  answer  the  question.  The 
missionaries  may  seek  to  disguise  the  matter  as  they  will,  but  the  facts 
are  incontrovertible;  and  the  devoutest  Christian  who  visits  that  group 
with  an  unbiased  mind,  must  go  away  mournfully  asking--"Are  these,  alas! 
the  fruits  of  twenty-five  years  of  enlightening?" 

In  a primitive  state  of  society,  the  enjoyments  of  life,  though  few 
and  simple,  are  spread  over  a great  extent,  and  are  unalloyed;  but 
Civilization,  for  every  advantage  she  imparts,  holds  a hundred  evils  in 
reserve; --the  heart  burnings,  the  jealousies,  the  social  rivalries,  the 
family  dissensions,  and  the  thousand  self-inflicted  discomforts  of  refined 
life,  which  make  up  in  units  the  swelling  aggregate  of  human  misery,  are 
unknown  among  these  unsophisticated  people. 

But  it  will  be  urged  that  these  shocking  unprincipled  wretches  are 
cannibals.  Very  true;  and  a rather  bad  trait  in  their  character  it  must  be 
allowed.  But  they  are  such  only  when  they  seek  to  gratify  the  passion  of 
revenge  upon  their  enemies;  and  I ask  whether  the  mere  eating  of  human 
flesh  so  very  far  exceeds  in  barbarity  that  custom  which  only  a few  years 
since  was  practised  in  enlightened  England  :--a  convicted  traitor,  perhaps 
a man  found  guilty  of  honesty,  patriotism,  and  suchlike  heinous  crimes,  had 
his  head  lopped  off  with  a huge  axe,  his  bowels  dragged  out  and  thrown  into 
a fire;  while  his  body,  carved  into  four  quarters,  was  with  his  head 
exposed  upon  pikes,  and  permitted  to  rot  and  fester  among  the  public  haunts 
of  men! 

The  fiend-like  skill  we  display  in  the  invention  of  all  manner  of 
death-dealing  engines,  the  vindictiveness  with  which  we  carry  on  our  wars, 
and  the  misery  and  desolation  that  follow  in  their  train,  are  enough  of 
themselves  to  distinguish  the  white  civilized  man  as  the  most  ferocious 
animal  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

His  remorseless  cruelty  is  seen  in  many  of  the  institutions  of  our  own 
favored  land.  There  is  one  in  particular  lately  adopted  in  one  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  which  purports  to  have  been  dictated  by  the  most 
merciful  considerations.  To  destroy  our  malefactors  piece-meal,  drying  up 
in  their  veins,  drop  by  drop,  the  blood  we  are  too  chicken-hearted  to  shed 
by  a single  blow  which  would  at  once  put  a period  to  their  sufferings,  is 
deemed  to  be  infinitely  preferable  to  the  old-fashioned  punishment  of 
gibbeting--  much  less  annoying  to  the  victim,  and  more  in  accordance  with 
the  refined  spirit  of  the  age;  and  yet  how  feeble  is  all  language  to 
describe  the  horrors  we  inflict  upon  these  wretches,  whom  we  mason  up  in 
the  cells  of  our  prisons,  and  condemn  to  perpetual  solitude  in  the  very 
heart  of  our  population. 

But  it  is  needless  to  multiply  the  examples  of  civilized  barbarity;  they 
far  exceed  in  the  amount  of  misery  they  cause  the  crimes  which  we  regard 
with  such  abhorrence  in  our  less  enlightened  fellow-creatures. 

The  term  "Savage"  is,  I conceive,  often  misapplied,  and  indeed  when  I 
consider  the  vices,  cruelties,  and  enormities  of  every  kind  that  spring  up 
in  the  tainted  atmosphere  of  a feverish  civilization,  I am  inclined  to 
think  that  so  far  as  the  relative  wickedness  of  the  parties  is  concerned, 
four  or  five  Marquesan  Islanders  sent  to  the  United  States  as  Missionaries 
might  be  quite  as  useful  as  an  equal  number  of  Americans  despatched  to  the 
Islands  in  a similar  capacity. 

I once  heard  it  given  as  an  instance  of  the  frightful  depravity  of  a 
certain  tribe  in  the  Pacific,  that  they  had  no  word  in  their  language  to 
express  the  idea  of  virtue.  The  assertion  was  unfounded;  but  were  it 
otherwise,  it  might  be  met  by  stating  that  their  language  is  almost 
entirely  destitute  of  terms  to  express  the  delightful  ideas  conveyed  by  our 
endless  catalogue  of  civilized  crimes. 

In  the  altered  frame  of  mind  to  which  I have  referred,  every  object  that 
presented  itself  to  my  notice  in  the  valley  struck  me  in  a new  light,  and 
the  opportunities  I now  enjoyed  of  observing  the  manners  of  its  in-mates, 
tended  to  strengthen  my  favorable  impressions.  One  peculiarity  that  fixed 
my  admiration  was  the  perpetual  hilarity  reigning  through  the  whole  extent 


of  the  vale.  There  seemed  to  be  no  cares,  griefs,  troubles,  or  vexations, 
in  all  Typee.  The  hours  tripped  along  as  gaily  as  the  laughing  couples  down 
a country  dance. 

There  were  none  of  those  thousand  sources  of  irritation  that  the 
ingenuity  of  civilized  man  has  created  to  mar  his  own  felicity.  There  were 
no  foreclosures  of  mortgages,  no  protested  notes,  no  bills  payable,  no 
debts  of  honor  in  Typee;  no  unreasonable  tailors  and  shoemakers,  perversely 
bent  on  being  paid;  no  duns  of  any  description;  no  assault  and  battery 
attorneys,  to  foment  discord,  backing  their  clients  up  to  a quarrel,  and 
then  knocking  their  heads  together;  no  poor  relations,  everlastingly 
occupying  the  spare  bed-chamber,  and  diminishing  the  elbow  room  at  the 
family  table;  no  destitute  widows  with  their  children  starving  on  the  cold 
charities  of  the  world;  no  beggars;  no  debtors'  prisons;  no  proud  and 
hardhearted  nabobs  in  Typee;  or  to  sum  up  all  in  one  word--no  Money!  That 
"root  of  all  evil"  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  valley. 

In  this  secluded  abode  of  happiness  there  were  no  cross  old  women,  no 
cruel  step-dames,  no  withered  spinsters,  no  love-sick  maidens,  no  sour  old 
bachelors,  no  inattentive  husbands,  no  melancholy  young  men,  no  blubbering 
youngsters,  and  no  squalling  brats.  All  was  mirth,  fun,  and  high  good 
humor.  Blue  devils,  hypochondria,  and  doleful  dumps,  went  and  hid 
themselves  among  the  nooks  and  crannies  of  the  rocks. 

Here  you  would  see  a parcel  of  children  frolicking  together  the  live-long 
day,  and  no  quarreling,  no  contention,  among  them.  The  same  number  in  our 
own  land  could  not  have  played  together  for  the  space  of  an  hour  without 
biting  or  scratching  one  another.  There  you  might  have  seen  a throng  of 
young  females,  not  filled  with  envyings  of  each  other's  charms,  displaying 
the  ridiculous  affectations  of  gentility,  nor  yet  moving  in  whalebone 
corsets,  like  so  many  automatons,  but  free,  inartificially  happy, 
unconstrained . 

There  were  some  spots  in  that  sunny  vale  where  they  would  frequently  ort 
to  decorate  themselves  with  garlands  of  flowers.  To  have  seen  them  reclining 
beneath  the  shadows  of  one  of  the  beautiful  groves;  the  ground  about  them 
strewn  with  freshly  gathered  buds  and  blossoms,  employed  weaving  chaplets 
and  necklaces,  one  would  have  thought  that  all  the  train  of  flora  had 
gathered  together  to  keep  a festival  in  honor  of  their  mistress. 

With  the  young  men  there  seemed  almost  always  some  matter  of  diversion 
or  business  on  hand  that  afforded  a constant  variety  of  enjoyment,  whether 
fishing,  or  carving  canoes,  or  polishing  their  ornaments,  never  was  there 
exhibited  the  least,  sign  of  strife  or  contention  among  them. 

As  for  the  warriors,  they  maintained  a tranquil  dignity  of  demeanor, 
journeying  occasionally  from  house  to  house,  where  they  were  always  sure  to 
be  received  with  the  attention  bestowed  upon  distinguished  guests.  The  old 
men,  of  whom  there  were  many  in  the  vale,  seldom  stirred  from  their  mats, 
where  they  would  recline  for  hours  and  hours,  smoking  and  talking  to  one 
another  with  all  the  garrulity  of  age. 

But  the  continual  happiness,  which  so  far  as  I was  able  to  judge  appeared 
to  prevail  in  the  valley,  sprung  principally  from  that  all-pervading 
sensation  which  Rousseau  has  told  us  he  at  one  time  experienced,  the  mere 
buoyant  sense  of  a healthful  physical  existence.  And  indeed  in  this 
particular  the  Typees  had  ample  reason  to  felicitate  themselves,  for 
sickness  was  almost  unknown.  During  the  whole  period  of  my  stay  I saw  but 
invalid  among  them;  and  on  their  smooth  clear  skins  you  observed  blemish  or 
mark  of  disease. 

The  general  repose,  however,  upon  which  I have  just  been  descanting, 
broken  in  upon  about  this  time  by  an  event  which  proved  that  the  islanders 
were  not  entirely  exempt  from  those  occurrences  which  disturb  quiet  of  more 
civilized  communities. 

Having  now  been  a considerable  time  in  the  valley,  I began  to  feel  prised 
that  the  violent  hostility  subsisting  between  its  inhabitants,  and  those  of 
the  adjoining  bay  of  Happar,  should  never  have  manifested  itself  any 
warlike  encounter.  Although  the  valiant  Typees  would  often  by 
gesticulations  declare  their  undying  hatred  against  their  enemies,  and  the 
disgust  they  felt  at  their  cannibal  propensities;  although  they  dilated 
upon  the  manifold  injuries  they  had  received  at  their  hands,  yet  with  a 
forbearance  truly  commendable,  they  appeared  patiently  to  sit  down  under 


their  grievances,  and  to  refrain  from  making  any  reprisals.  The  Happars, 
entrenched  behind  their  mountains,  and  never  even  showing  themselves  on 
their  summits,  did  not  appear  to  me  to  furnish  adequate  cause  for  that 
excess  of  animosity  evinced  towards  them  by  the  heroic  tenants  of  our  vale, 
and  I was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  deeds  of  blood  attributed  to  them 
had  been  greatly  exaggerated. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  the  clamors  of  war  had  not  up  to  this  period 
disturbed  the  serenity  of  the  tribe,  I began  to  distrust  the  truth  of  those 
reports  which  ascribed  so  fierce  and  belligerent  a character  to  the  Typee 
nation.  Surely,  thought  I,  all  these  terrible  stories  I have  heard  about 
the  inveteracy  with  which  they  carried  on  the  feud,  their  deadly  intensity 
of  hatred,  and  the  diabolical  malice  with  which  they  glutted  their  revenge, 
upon  the  inanimate  forms  of  the  slain,  are  nothing  more  than  fables,  and  I 
must  confess  that  I experienced  something  like  a sense  of  regret  at  having 
my  hideous  anticipations  thus  disappointed.  I felt  in  some  sort  like  a 
'prentice-boy  who,  going  to  the  play  in  the  expectation  of  being  delighted 
with  a cut-and-thrust  tragedy,  is  almost  moved  to  tears  of  disappointment 
at  the  exhibition  of  a genteel  comedy. 

I could  not  avoid  thinking  that  I had  fallen  in  with  a greatly  traduced 
people,  and  I moralized  not  a little  upon  the  disadvantage  of  having  a bad 
name,  which  in  this  instance  had  given  a tribe  of  savages,  who  were  as 
pacific  as  so  many  lambkins,  the  reputation  of  a confederacy  of  giant-killers 

But  subsequent  events  proved  that  I had  been  a little  too  premature  in 
coming  to  this  conclusion.  One  day  about  noon,  happening  to  be  at  the  Ti,  I 
had  lain  down  on  the  mats  with  several  of  the  chiefs,  and  had  gradually 
sunk  into  a most  luxurious  siesta,  when  I was  awakened  by  a tremendous 
outcry,  and  starting  up  beheld  the  natives  seizing  their  spears  and 
hurrying  out,  while  the  most  puissant  of  the  chiefs,  grasping  the  six 
muskets  which  were  ranged  against  the  bamboos,  followed  after,  and  soon 
disappeared  in  the  groves.  These  movements  were  accompanied  by  wild  shouts, 
in  which  "Happar,  Happar,"  greatly  predominated.  The  islanders  were  now  to 
be  seen  running  past  the  Ti,  and  striking  across  the  valley  to  the  Happar 
side.  Presently  I heard  the  sharp  report  of  a musket  from  the  adjoining 
hills,  and  then  a burst  of  voices  in  the  same  direction.  At  this  the  women, 
who  had  congregated  in  the  groves,  set  up  the  most  violent  clamors,  as  they 
invariably  do  here  as  elsewhere  on  every  occasion  of  excitement  and  with  a 
view  of  tranquillizing  their  own  minds  and  disturbing  other  people.  On  this 
particular  occasion  they  made  such  an  outrageous  noise,  and  continued  it 
with  such  perseverance,  that  for  awhile,  had  entire  volleys  musketry  been 
fired  off  in  the  neighboring  mountains,  I should  not  have  been  able  to  have 
heard  them. 

When  this  female  commotion  had  a little  subsided  I listened  eagerly 
further  information.  At  last  bang  went  another  shot,  and  then  a second 
alley  of  yells  from  the  hills.  Again  all  was  quiet,  and  continued  so  for 
such  a length  of  time  that  I began  to  think  the  contending  armies  had 
agreed  upon  a suspension  of  hostilities;  when  pop  went  a third  gun, 
followed  as  before  with  a yell.  After  this,  for  nearly  two  hours  nothing 
occurred  worthy  of  comment,  save  some  straggling  shouts  from  the  hillside, 
sounding  like  the  halos  of  a parcel  of  truant  boys  who  had  lost  themselves 
in  the  woods. 

During  this  interval  I had  remained  standing  on  the  piazza  of  the  "Ti," 
which  directly  fronted  the  Happar  mountain,  and  with  no  one  near  me  but 
Kory-Kory  and  the  old  superannuated  savages  I have  before  described.  These 
latter  never  stirred  from  their  mats,  and  seemed  altogether  unconscious 
that  anything  unusual  was  going  on. 

As  for  Kory-Kory,  he  appeared  to  think  that  we  were  in  the  midst  of  great 
events,  and  sought  most  zealously  to  impress  me  with  a due  sense  of 
importance.  Every  sound  that  reached  us  conveyed  some  momentous  of 
intelligence  to  him.  At  such  times,  as  if  he  were  gifted  with  second  sight, 
he  would  go  through  a variety  of  pantomimic  illustrations,  showing  the 
precise  manner  in  which  the  redoubtable  Typees  were  at  that  very  moment 
chastising  the  insolence  of  the  enemy.  "Mehevi  hanna  pippee  nuee  Happar," 
he  exclaimed  every  five  minutes,  giving  me  to  understand  it  under  that 
distinguished  captain  the  warriors  of  his  nation  were  performing  prodigies 
of  valor. 


Having  heard  only  four  reports  from  the  muskets,  I was  led  to  believe  they 
were  worked  by  the  islanders  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Sultan  Solyman's 
ponderous  artillery  at  the  siege  of  Byzantium,  one  of  them  taking  an  hour 
or  two  to  load  and  train.  At  last,  no  sound  whatever  proceeding  from  the 
mountains,  I concluded  that  the  contest  had  been  determined  one  way  or  the 
other.  Such  appeared,  indeed,  to  be  the  case,  for  in  a tie  while  a courier 
arrived  at  the  "Ti, " almost  breathless  with  his  exertions,  and  communicated 
the  news  of  a great  victory  having  been  achieved  his  countrymen:  "Happar 
poo  arva  ! --Happar  poo  arva  !"  (the  cowards  had  fled).  Kory-Kory  was  in 
ecstacies,  and  commenced  a vehement  harangue,  which,  so  far  as  I understood 
it,  implied  that  the  result  exactly  agreed  with  his  expectations,  and 
which,  moreover,  was  intended  to  convince  me  that  it  would  be  a perfectly 
useless  undertaking,  even  for  an  army  of  fire-eaters,  to  offer  battle  to 
the  irresistible  heroes  of  our  valley.  In  all  this  I of  course  acquiesced, 
and  looked  forward  with  no  little  interest  to  the  return  of  the  conquerors, 
whose  victory  I feared  might  not  have  been  purchased  without  cost  to 
themselves . 

But  here  I was  again  mistaken;  for  Mehevi,  in  conducting  his  warlike 
operations,  rather  inclined  to  the  Fabian  than  to  the  Bonapartean  tactics, 
husbanding  his  resources  and  exposing  his  troops  to  no  unnecessary  hazards. 
The  total  loss  of  the  victors  in  this  obstinately  contested  affair  was,  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing--one  forefinger  and  part  of  a thumb-nail 
(which  the  late  proprietor  brought  along  with  him  in  his  hand),  a severely 
contused  arm,  and  a considerable  effusion  of  blood  flowing  from  the  thigh 
of  a chief,  who  had  received  an  ugly  thrust  from  a Happar  spear.  What  the 
enemy  had  suffered  I could  not  discover,  but  I presume  they  had  succeeded 
in  taking  off  with  them  the  bodies  of  their  slain. 

Such  was  the  issue  of  the  battle,  as  far  as  its  results  came  under  my 
observation;  and  as  it  appeared  to  be  considered  an  event  of  prodigious 
importance,  I reasonably  concluded  that  the  wars  of  the  natives  were  marked 
by  no  very  sanguinary  traits.  I afterwards  learned  how  the  skirmish  had 
originated.  A number  of  the  Happars  had  been  discovered  prowling  for  no 
good  purpose  on  the  Typee  side  of  the  mountain;  the  alarm  was  sounded,  and 
the  invaders,  after  a protracted  resistance,  had  been  chased  over  the 
frontier.  But  why  had  not  the  intrepid  Mehevi  carried  the  war  into  Happar? 
Why  had  he  not  made  a descent  into  the  hostile  vale,  and  brought  away  some 
trophy  of  his  victory- -some  materials  for  the  cannibal  entertainment  which 
I had  heard  usually  terminated  every  engagement?  After  all,  I was  much 
inclined  to  believe  that  such  shocking  festivals  must  occur  very  rarely 
among  the  islanders,  if,  indeed,  they  ever  take  place. 

For  two  or  three  days  the  late  event  was  the  theme  of  general  comment; 
after  which  the  excitement  gradually  wore  away,  and  the  valley  resumed  its 
accustomed  tranquillity. 
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(12-11)  03:40  PST  SPOKANE,  Wash.  (AP)  --  A judge  has  cleared  the  way  for 


federal  marshals  to  seize  1,800  slot  machines  from  two  American  Indian 
reservations,  saying  the  devices  are  illegal. 

The  Spokane  Tribe  plans  to  appeal  U.S.  District  Judge  Fred  Van  Sickle's 
ruling  to  the  9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  tribal  vice  chairman 
John  Kieffer  said. 

The  tribe  also  will  seek  an  emergency  stay  from  the  appeals  court  to 
allow  continued  operation  of  the  slots  until  the  appeal  is  resolved. 

The  judge  on  Thursday  found  the  slot  machines  are  illegal  under  the 
Johnson  Act,  a 1950s  anti-organized  crime  law  that  bans  slot  machines  on 
Indian  reservations. 

Lawyers  for  the  Spokanes  and  the  Confederated  Colville  Tribes  had  filed 
a motion  seeking  to  order  federal  prosecutors  to  sue  Washington  state 
rather  than  attempt  to  seize  the  slot  machines.  The  motion  was  denied. 

The  ruling  allows  federal  marshals  to  seize  slots  from  the  Spokane  and 
Colville  reservations  before  the  outcome  of  any  appeal,  assistant  U.S. 
attorney  Dim  Shively  said. 

"We  quite  frankly  wouldn't  want  to  seize  the  machines  if  the  tribes 
agree  simply  to  turn  them  off  pending  the  ruling  (on  the  appeal),"  he 
said . 

As  many  as  600  people  may  be  laid  off  at  the  Spokane  tribe's  four 
casinos,  which  have  about  1,300  slots  machines,  Kieffer  said.  "Without 
the  slots,  we'll  definitely  have  to  close  our  doors,"  he  said. 

Last  summer,  U.S.  attorney's  offices  here  and  in  Seattle  began  civil 
forfeiture  actions  to  seize  more  than  2,000  gambling  machines  operated 
by  the  Spokanes,  the  Colvilles  and  the  Shoalwater  Bay  tribe  in  western 
Washington . 

In  September,  a federal  judge  in  Seattle  ordered  the  108  Shoalwater 
machines  seized.  They  were  removed  within  a few  days,  but  an  appeal  is 
pending. 

Federal  law  provides  an  exemption  from  the  Johnson  Act  if  states  either 
enter  into  compacts  with  tribes  to  allow  Nevada-style  gaming,  such  as 
slot  machines,  or  pass  laws  to  allow  tribes  to  operate  such  devices. 

Washington  state  contends  slot  machines  are  illegal  under  state  law  and 
cannot  be  negotiated  into  a compact.  Slots  are  allowed  in  Indian  casinos 
in  23  states,  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission  said. 

"RE : Tentative  LIA  Agreement  in  Principle  Reached"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Dec  1998  10:36:10  -0500 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : NEWS:  Tentative  LIA  Agreement  in  Principle  Reached 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

December  18,  1998 
(Executive  Council) 


Tentative  Agreement  in  Principle  reached 

Premier  Brian  Tobin  said  today  that  he  is  pleased  negotiators  for  the 
province,  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  and  the  Government  of  Canada  were 
able  to  shake  hands  on  a tentative  Agreement  in  Principle  around  midnight 
last  night  in  St.  John's.  The  negotiators  will  now  take  the  text  back  to 
their  principals  for  approval. 

"This  marks  another  milestone  in  the  progress  toward  a final  comprehensive 
land  claims  agreement  with  the  Inuit,  and  I am  truly  pleased,"  said  the 
Premier.  "We  have  made  great  progress  since  November  of  last  year  when  we 
agreed  upon  the  Ottawa  negotiators'  text,  and  now  I look  forward  to  a 
complete  review  of  the  Agreement  In  Principle.  Once  all  three  parties  have 
had  a chance  to  do  so,  more  details  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  new  year." 

The  premier  said  that  the  text  will  be  examined  carefully  and  full  legal 
consideration  will  be  given  to  the  Agreement  in  Principle. 

"This  AIP  comes  as  a result  of  the  hard  work  and  the  dedicated  efforts  of 
negotiators  for  all  three  parties,"  said  Premier  Tobin.  "I  want  to  thank 
each  of  them  for  their  time  and  patience  and  attention  to  detail.  Without 
them,  we  would  not  be  at  this  historic  point  in  the  land  claims  negotiating 


process . 

Contact:  Heidi  Bonnell,  Director  of  Communications,  (709)  729-3564 
NOTE:  Information  on  the  Ottawa  Negotiators'  text  as  announced  on  November 
5,  1997,  is  available  at  www.gov.nf.ca  under  News  Releases,  Executive 
Council,  Nov.  5,  1997 


Land  Claims  - BACKGROUNDER 

A comprehensive  land  claim  agreement  is  a modern  treaty  which  provides 
Aboriginal  groups  with  a wide  range  of  land  and  resource  rights  and 
benefits.  Negotiated  agreements  provide  a defined  package  of  treaty  rights 
and  benefits  which  receive  constitutional  protection. 

Comprehensive  land  claims  negotiations  proceed  through  a series  of  stages: 
Framework  Agreement;  Agreement-in-Principle;  Final  Agreement  and 
Implementation.  In  November,  1990  the  federal  and  provincial  governments 
and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  (LIA)  satisfied  the  first  stage  with  the 
signing  of  a Framework  Agreement  which  set  out  the  process  and  subjects  for 
negotiation . 

The  provincial  government's  objective  in  negotiating  comprehensive  land 
claim  agreements  is  to  achieve  certain  and  final  settlement  of  Aboriginal 
claims  to  territory  within  the  Province.  Certainty  as  to  the  ownership  of 
lands  and  how  such  lands  are  to  be  managed  will  provide  a more  stable 
environment  for  development  and  investment.  It  is  government's  position 
that  final  settlement  will  be  achieved  by  defining  Labrador  Inuit  rights 
and  benefits  in  a land  claim  agreement,  in  exchange  for  the  release  of  all 
Labrador  Inuit  claims  to  provincial  lands  and  resources.  Settlement  of  the 
land  claim  is  necessary  to  provide  for  the  long  term  economic  and  social 
development  of  the  province,  and  contribute  to  the  economic,  social  and 
cultural  development  of  Labrador  Inuit  claimants.  Negotiations  are  intended 
to  accommodate  the  interests  of  Labrador  Inuit,  governments  and  third 
parties . 

Negotiations  to  reach  an  Agreement-in-Principle  commenced  in  December  1990 
with  a plan  to  complete  this  stage  by  the  end  of  1994.  Progress  was  very 
slow.  In  an  attempt  to  accelerate  the  process,  the  Province  and  the  LIA 
agreed  to  exchange  comprehensive  proposals  in  1993.  Although  this  exchange 
of  proposals  did  provide  the  parties  with  a better  understanding  of  their 
respective  positions  on  all  subjects,  it  did  not  result  in  the  desired 
acceleration  of  the  negotiation  process. 

The  prospect  of  a major  mine  development  at  Voisey's  Bay  prompted  the 
Parties  to  again  focus  on  the  importance  of  achieving  an 
Agreement-in-Principle  as  quickly  as  possible. 

In  Duly,  1996  Premier  Brian  Tobin,  the  President  of  the  LIA  and  the 
Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  agreed  to  fast-track 
negotiations.  Parties  agreed  to  centralize  negotiations  in  St.  John's  and 
work  towards  a March  31,  1997  target  date. 

Meetings  of  senior  officials  from  all  three  parties  were  held  in  Ottawa 
from  Oct.  20-29,  1997.  These  meetings  resulted  in  a basis  for  an 
Agreement-in-Principle,  which  was  ratified  by  all  three  parties.  From 
there,  the  lawyers,  financial  experts  and  land  claims  specialists  worked 
toward  a finalized  Agreement-in-Principle. 

On  December  18,  1998,  negotiators  were  able  to  reach  a tentative 
Agreement-in-Principle . The  next  step  will  be  for  all  three  parties  to 
review  the  tentative  AIP  and  give  approval  for  initialling.  That  is 
expected  early  in  1999. 

From  there,  negotiators  will  embark  upon  work  to  reach  a Final  Agreement. 
This  final  stage  of  land  claims  negotiations  is  anticipated  to  last  from  12 
to  18  months. 

1998  12  18  11:30  a.m. 
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U.S.  Judge  Rules  Pequot  Tribe  Can't  Add  Land  to  Reservation 
By  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
December  17,  1998 

ARTFORD  --  A Federal  judge  sided  with  the  state  and  three  southeastern 
Connecticut  towns  Tuesday,  ruling  that  the  Mashantucket  Pequots  may  not 
annex  165  acres  outside  their  reservation. 

Attorney  General  Richard  Blumenthal  and  officials  of  North  Stonington, 
Preston  and  Ledyard  have  argued  for  three  years  against  adding  the  land 
to  the  tribe's  Federal  trust,  since  it  would  remove  it  from  the  tax 
rolls  and  zoning  regulations. 

Judge  Robert  N.  Chatigny's  ruling  was  in  response  to  an  appeal  of  a May 
1995  Department  of  Interior  decision  allowing  the  Pequots  to  expand 
their  1,000-acre  reservation  in  Ledyard. 

Judge  Chatigny  ruled  that  the  Pequots'  reservation  boundaries  are  set  by 
the  Federal  Settlement  Act  and  cannot  be  extended  by  administrative 
decree. 

Blumenthal  said,  "The  ruling  has  far-reaching  ramifications  in 
establishing  specific,  fixed  boundaries  for  this  tribe's  reservation 
property,  and  assures  towns  throughout  the  state  that  they  won't  be 
threatened  with  a loss  of  tax  and  zoning  powers  over  large  tracts  of 
land . " 

The  Pequots,  owners  of  the  Foxwoods  Resort  Casino,  had  bought  the  land 
and  planned  to  pave  a parking  lot  on  the  property.  A tribal  ordinance 
prevents  the  tribe  from  developing  the  property  without  Federal 
approval . 

Federal  law  also  prohibits  the  land  from  being  developed  for  gambling 
use . 

The  state  and  towns  contended  that  the  parking  lot  serves  a gambling 
purpose  because  it  would  offer  parking  to  gamblers. 

Justice  Department  lawyers  say  the  annexation  would  help  the  tribe 
solidify  its  ability  to  govern  the  land  and  protect  it  from  the  state. 

The  Interior  Department  can  appeal  the  ruling.  Tribal  officials  did  not 
return  calls  seeking  comment. 
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[English  translation  from  original  statement  in  French  by  Innu 
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Declaration  of  the  Innu  Council  of  Nitassinan,  an  non-govenrmental 
organization  endowed  with  the  special  consultative  status  to  the  UN,  on  the 
Draft  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  8 December  1998. 

1.  Mr.  President,  the  right  to  the  self-determination,  is  a 
fundamental  right  for  all  peoples,  including  the  Innu  people. 

2.  It  is  crucial  and  essential  to  our  surviving  as  People,  that  our 
right  to  determine  freely  our  political  future,  economic  social  and 
cultural  is  recognized  without  distinction,  without  discrimination  and 
without  qualification. 

3.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  Council  of  Innu  of  Nitassinan  urges 
Member  States  to  adopt  immediately  the  article  3 as  well  as  the  other 
articles  the  United  Nation  Declaration  on  rights  of  Indigenous  People.  Our 
voices  join  to  the  other  native  organizations  to  indicate  that  the  United 


Nation  Declaration  on  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  represents  minimal 
standards  able  to  insure  the  existence  of  Native  Peoples. 


4.  Mr.  President,  the  United  Nations  can  not  allow  International  Law 
to  recognize  Indigenous  People  in  a different  or  variable  manner.  United 
Nations  can  not  discriminate  on  this  fundamental  point  of  International  law 
with  respect  to  the  existence  of  peoples.  By  virtue  of  what  principle  of 
the  International  law,  Mr.  President,  and  I refer  particularly  to  the 
representatives  of  Canada--by  virtue  of  what  principle,  could  the  United 
Nations  recognize,  for  example,  in  Canada,  a future  secessionist  Quebecois 
state,  without  recognizing  of  right  to  the  self-determination  of  Native 
Peoples  living  in  the  province  of  the  Quebec. 

5.  Here  is,  Mr.  President,  a demonstration  the  importance  of  the 
recognition  of  the  right  to  the  self-determination  of  Native  Peoples.  If 
United  Nations  refuses  the  recognition  of  this  fundamental  right  to  the 
Native  Peoples,  the  pursuit  of  injustices  to  Native  Peoples  living  in  the 
province  of  Quebec,  will  be  authorized.  The  one  can  not  allow  the  destiny 
of  our  People  to  be  decided  by  others. 

6.  The  PInnu  People  are  a people  that  has  always  governed  on  its 
traditional  territory,  Nitassinan.  The  millennial  relationship  that  we  have 
to  our  territory  has  insured  the  existence  of  our  People,  and  the  existence 
of  our  political,  social,  cultural  and  economic  institution. 

7.  The  Innu  people,  as  distinct  people  having  a clear  and  defined 
territory,  and  having  a nationality,  a language  and  a common  history,  have 
the  right  to  the  self-determination. 

8.  We  have  heard  the  voices  of  our  Elders  that  remind  us  of  these 
facts;  because,  yes,  we  are  here  as  representatives  of  our  Peoples  and  our 
Nations  to  defend,  protect  and  promote  this  fundamental  right  human  that  us 
has  been  bequeathed  by  our  most  Ancient  ancestors  and  that  us  has  been 
granted  to  us  by  the  Creator  of  all  things  and  all  races. 

9.  Thank  you. 
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Southern  Utes  unveil  new  justice  center 

c.  AP 

12-17-98 

IGNACIO,  Colo.  (AP)  The  Southern  Ute  tribe  dedicated  its  $8.5  million 
Dustice  and  Detention  Center  this  week  at  a ceremony  marked  by  the  sounds 
of  beating  drums  and  traditional  singing. 

The  center,  just  off  County  Road  517  on  the  reservation,  will  house  the 
tribal  court,  police  station,  natural  resources  enforcement  agency,  gaming 
administration  and  the  tribe's  detention  center. 

Southern  Ute  Tribal  Chairman  Clement  3.  Frost  told  the  crowd  Monday  that 
the  building  was  a symbol  of  the  tribe's  strength  and  independence. 

"You  guide  your  own  destiny,  build  your  own  facilities  without  the  help 
of  the  government.  That's  self-determination,"  said  Frost. 

Tribal  leaders  hope  the  new  facility  will  serve  as  an  example  for  other 
American  Indian  tribes  nationwide. 

"This  is  truly  what  a tribe  can  do  if  they  make  their  minds  up  and 
invest  in  the  future,"  said  Dan  Breuninger,  the  superintendent  of  the 


Southern  Ute  Agency  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Although  construction  began  last  year,  plans  for  the  center  began  more 
than  a decade  ago,  when  the  tribe  realized  its  existing  jail  was 
inadequate.  The  old  detention  center  could  hold  about  eight  inmates;  the 
new  one  will  hold  55. 

The  paint  was  still  wet  on  the  walls  Monday  and  construction  crews 
worked  even  as  the  ribbon  was  being  cut  by  Frost. 

"We're  still  in  the  transitional  period,"  said  Dewitte  Baker,  the 
program  coordinator  for  the  center.  Baker  expects  the  center  will  be  fully 
operational  in  mid-Danuary. 

The  detention  center  will  emphasize  rehabilitation  for  the  inmates  by 
offering  a number  of  self-improvement  programs,  said  Baker.  Inmates  will 
be  offered  counseling  for  domestic  violence,  substance  abuse  and  anger 
management . 

Basic  adult  education  will  be  offered,  and  computers  will  be  added  so 
inmates  can  learn  basic  computer  skills. 

The  detention  center  also  will  offer  spiritual  counseling  and  sweat 
lodges  to  inmates  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits,  said  Baker. 

A staff  of  about  40  people  will  run  the  center,  including  18  officers 
and  20  to  25  employees. 

During  the  dedication  ceremony,  Theodore  Quasula  of  the  Office  of  Law 
Enforcement  Services  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  announced  his  office 
would  be  appointing  a criminal  investigator  to  the  reservation  in  response 
to  a request  from  Frost  for  a detective. 
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Update  and  call  for  help  to  write  letters  of  support 
HELP  RESTORE  THE  RELIGIOUS  RIGHTS  OF  NATIVE  PRISONERS 


The  California  Department  of  Corrections  is  forcing  through  a grooming 
code  for  all  male  prisoners.  No  religious  exemptions.  All  prisoners  have 
to  cut  their  hair  to  no  more  then  3 inches  in  length.  This  grooming  code 
is  affecting  the  Native  prisoners  who  are  practising  their  traditional 
beliefs.  One  of  the  beliefs  is  that  the  power  lies  in  the  hair  and 
forcibly  cutting  it  attacks  them  in  their  spirituality  and  culture.  Also 
some  of  the  California  State  prisons  are  discontinuing  the  use  of 
sweatlodges,  again,  important  to  Native  prisoners  to  practise  their 
traditional  belief. 

Native  prisoners  who  refuse,  for  religious  reasons,  to  cut  their  hair, 
get  punished  and  tortured.  The  prisoners  either  have  to  cut  their  hair  or 
lose  all  their  privileges.  A lot  of  them  in  fear  of  being  transferred, 
written  up  as  program  failures,  or  lose  opportunities  like  art  programs  or 
decent  jobs  inside,  have  cut  their  hair.  Some  prisoners  are  holding  out 
and  have  refused  to  give  in.  Punishment  up  till  now  has  been:  loss  of 
privileges  like  visits  from  family,  telephone  calls,  parcels  from  home, 
loss  of  good  time  .... 

The  California  State  Assembly  Bill  No.  1617  was  introduced  by 
senator  3oe  Baca  - to  protect  the  religious  freedom  practises  of 
California  State  prisoners  and  to  add  renewed  protection  for  Native 
American  prisoners  to  'the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  of  1978'. 
This  religious  protection  was  lost  when  'the  Religious  Freedom 
Restoration  Act'  (passed  in  1993)  was  overturned  in  Dune  1997  by  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court. 

On  the  30th  of  Dune  1998  the  Bill  AB  1617  passed  the  California  Senate 
Committee  with  7-0  for.  A success. 

Two  major  hurdles  remained  before  this  Bill  AB  1617  could  become  a 
California  law: 


1.  The  entire  Senate  must  vote  on  the  bill. 

2.  Governor  Pete  Wilson  must  sign  the  bill. 

The  conventional  wisdom  was  that  Governor  Wilson  would  veto  the  Bill. 

On  Monday  29  September,  governor  Wilson  vetoed  'the  religious  freedom 
protection  Bill  AB  1617' , 

California  Indian  Legal  Services  lost  the  injunction,  so  the  prison 
administration  goes  on  with  the  haircutting  program. 

November  1998:  the  people  of  California  elected  Gray  Davis  as  their  new 
governor . 

Doe  Baca  is  reelected  and  refiles  Bill  AB  1617  on  December  7th  1998, 
the  first  day  he  served  as  a Senator  for  California. 

Support  is  needed  to  get  the  Bill  AB  1617  ratified  and  to  restore  the 
religious  rights  of  the  Native  prisoners  in  California. 

PLEASE  HELP  BY  WRITING  LETTERS  OF  SUPPORT  (see  example  below). 

Thanks  in  the  name  of  all  Native  Prisoners  who  need  our  solidarity  in  their 
struggle  for  FREEDOM  OF  RELIGION. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

for  FOR  MOTHER  EARTH  BELGIUM  - Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples  issues  - 

Sub-group'  Native  Prisoners' 

Ria  Verjauw  - Overstraat  80  - 3020  Veltem  - Belgium 
E-mail:  <ria@motherearth.org> 

Mieke  De  Becker;  Parelhoenlaan  3,  3080  Tervuren  - Belgium 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

example  letter 

please  copy,  distribute  and  send  to 

GOVERNOR  GRAY  DAVIS 
OFFICE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR 
STATE  CAPITOL  BUILDING 
SACRAMENTO  CA95814 
USA 

<gdavis@graydavis . com> 

date : 


Dear  Governor  Davis, 

I would  like  to  congratulate  you  to  have  won  the  elections  of  last  November 
and  became  the  new  governor  of  California. 

I write  you  this  letter  as  a concerned  European  citizen  who  is  aware  of  the 
violations  of  religious  and  human  rights  in  the  California  State  Prisons. 

The  California  Department  of  Corrections  is  forcing  through  a grooming  code 
for  all  male  prisoners.  No  religious  exemptions.  All  prisoners  have  to  cut 
their  hair  to  no  more  then  3 inches  in  length.  This  grooming  code  is 
affecting  the  Native  prisoners  who  are  practising  their  traditional  beliefs. 
One  of  the 

beliefs  is  that  the  power  lies  in  the  hair  and  forcibly  cutting  it  attacks 
them  in  their  spirituality  and  culture. 

Also  some  of  the  California  State  prisons  are  discontinuing  the  use  of 
sweatlodges,  again,  important  to  Native  prisoners  to  practise  traditional 
beliefs . 

The  right  of  Freedom  of  Religion  is  guaranteed  by  the  US  Constitution.  The 
Supreme  Court  established  in  1972  that  all  prisoners  must  be  afforded 
reasonable  opportunities  to  exercise  the  religious  freedom  guaranteed  by  the 
1st  and  14th  Amendments  of  the  Constitution.  The  Native  American  Free 
Exercice  of  Religion  Act  (Nafera)  suggests  in  Title  III,  sec.  301  Rights: 
"That  Native  American 

prisoners  who  practise  a Native  American  religion  shall  have,  on  a regular 
basis  comparable  to  that  afforded  to  prisoners  who  practise  Dudeo-Christian 
religions,  access  to  Native  American  traditional  leaders,  items  utilized  in 
religious  ceremonies  and  religious  facilities". 

This  religious  protection  was  recently  lost  when  'the  Religious  Freedom 


Restoration  Act'  (passed  in  1993)  was  overturned  in  Dune  1997  by  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court. 

I am  informed  that  Native  prisoners  who  refuse,  for  religious  reasons,  to 
cut  their  hair,  get  punished  and  tortured.  The  prisoners  either  have  to  cut 
their  hair  or  lose  all  their  privileges.  A lot  of  them  in  fear  of  being 
transferred,  written  up  as  program  failures,  or  lose  opportunities  like  art 
programs  or  decent  jobs  inside,  have  cut  their  hair.  Some  prisoners  are 
holding  out  and  have  refused  to  give  in.  Punishment  up  till  now  has  been: 
loss  of  privileges  like  visits  from  family,  telephone  calls,  parcels  from 
home,  loss  of 
good  time  .... 

The  California  State  Assembly  Bill  No.  1617  was  introduced  by  Doe  Baca  - 
to  protect  the  religious  freedom  practises  of  California  State  prisoners 
and  to  add  renewed  protection  for  Native  American  prisoners  to  'the  American 
Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  of  1978'. 

On  the  30th  of  Dune  1998  the  Bill  AB  1617  passed  the  Californian  Senate 
Committee  with  7-0  for. 

The  Californian  Department  of  Corrections  said  in  a statement  that  hair  cuts 
will  help  prisoners  build  a more  positive  self  image.  For  Native  Americans 
this  has  opposite  effects. 

CDC  also  said  this  measure  is  for  security  reasons.  Until  now  there  is  no 
incident  known,  where  Native  American  prisoners  have  misused  their  ways  and 
beliefs  to  disturb  the  security  and  order  of  any  prison. 

Sad  news  reached  me  on  Monday  29  September,  governor  Wilson  vetoed  the 
religious  freedom  protection  Bill  AB  1617,  introduced  by  Doe  Baca.  This  is  a 
terrible  blow  for  every  small  religion  and  especially  for  the  many  Native 
prisoners,  who  are  being  forced  to  cut  their  hair. 

Doe  Baca  reintroduced  the  Bill  1617  on  the  7th  of  December  1998  and  I hope 
that  you  will  use  your  influence  to  help  restore  the  religious  rights  of  the 
Native  Prisoners. 

Please  give  your  support  to  the  Religious  Freedom  Protection  Bill  1617  and 
anything  else  that  might  help  Native  American  Prisoners  to  practise  their 
native  religious  in  prison,  including  their  right  to  their  traditional 
hair  styles  and  the  use  of  religious  items.  They  have  been  devastated  by  some 
insensitive 

legislation  and  they  should  be  given  the  opportunity  to  rehabilitate  themselves. 

Europe  is  watching  because  the  U.S.  presents  itself  as  the  bastion  and 
defender  of  religious  freedom  internationally.  But  the  original  Peoples  and 
Nations  of  the  U.S.  continue  to  be  treated  with  blatant  disregard  and  suffer 
violations  of  their  most  basic  human  rights,  including  their  right  and 
obligation  to 

maintain  the  religious  practises  and  traditional  ceremonies  given  to  them  by 
the  Creator. 

I hope  to  receive  a reply  on  this  letter. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 

Address : 

Country: 

Organisation : 

Signature: 


Copies  send  to: 

California  Department  of  Corrections 
Regulations  and  policy  matters 
P.0.  Box  942883, 


Sacramento,  California  94283. 

USA 

and 

US  Department  of  Dustice 

Civil  Rights  Division,  Special  Litigation  Section 
PO  Box  66400 

Washington  DC  20035-6400 
USA 


"RE:  Arrival  of  the  Sixth  Sun"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Dec  1998  15:21:02  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : POW  Ramsey  Muniz:  "Arrival  of  the  Sixth  Sun" 

Forwarded  message: 

Date:  Fri,  11  Dec  1998  20:57:33  -0600 
From:  "Irma  L.  Muniz"  <aou@earthlink. net> 

The  enclosed  writings  are  written  from  the  dungeons  of  solitary 
confinement.  Please  distribute  widely. 

Arrival  of  the  Sixth  Sun 

Our  harmony  and  power  have  not  lessened  in  spite  of  this  mode  of  darknes 
It  has  increased,  and  no  external  force  can  overcome  the  beauty  and 
intensity  of  our  "ome."  Even  during  these  times  that  people  mistakenly 
celebrate  for  the  wrong  reasons,  we,  the  Mexikhans  of  the  Sixth  Sun  accept 
and  embrace  with  our  true  and  pure  hearts  that  "ome"  is  the  ancient 
spiritual  Nahuatl  master  mind  and  harmonious  alliance  of  two  or  more 
native  minds. 

The  Nahuatl  method  does  not  regard  as  important  that  which  seems  durable 
then  begins  to  die  away,  but  rather  that  which  may  not  seem  durable, 
though  arising  and  developing.  The  Nahuatl  way  considers  invincible  only 
that  which  is  arising  and  developing.  Therefore,  I will  say  for  the 
coming  century  that  what  matters  to  a Mexikhan  of  the  Sixth  Sun  is 
arriving  at  the  totality  of  one's  self. 

In  Nahuatl  thought,  Tezcatlipoca  and  Quetzalcoatl  equal  a love  supreme. 
"Ome"  is  like  that.  Che  Guevara  once  said,  "At  the  risk  of  seeming 
ridiculous,  I would  like  to  say  that  that  the  true  revolutionary  is  guided 
by  strong  feelings  of  love."  Only  the  oppressor  is  hateful  and  wanting  in 
human  understanding.  The  visions  are  clear.  Mexikhans  of  the  Sixth  Sun 
are  arising  and  developing.  Announce  to  the  world  that  we,  as  a nation, 
have  risen! 

We,  the  Mexikhans  of  the  21st  Century,  celebrate  the  arrival  and 
prophecy  of  the  Sixth  Sun.  We  celebrate  the  true  meaning  of  human 
spirituality,  love,  ome,  vemmana,  and  the  warmth  of  the  heart  that  comes 
within  the  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun!  Yes,  we  celebrate  and  rejoice  with 
the  world,  with  our  brothers  and  sisters  from  the  holy  land  (Mexico)  that 
we  have  risen! 

Even  in  the  darkest  dungeons  of  this  society  the  world  knows  that  I 
don't  practice  magic.  Flowever,  I have  been  destined  to  interpret  the 
prophecy  from  our  ancient  scriptures,  signs,  symbols,  writings,  and  dreams 
Yes,  through  my  dreams  and  visions  speak  the  voices  of  the  forgotten  past. 
Now  is  the  voice  of  our  discovered  future  --  The  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun. 
The  Rising  of  the  Sixth  Sun  must  be  allowed  to  take  its  rightful  place  in 
the  universal  balance.  No  one  - not  even  this  oppressor  that  has  enslaved 
our  people  for  500  years  can  detain  the  coming  of  The  Rising  of  the  Sixth 
Sun.  Anyone  that  tampers  with  it  will  severely  trouble  the  balance  within 
all  the  hearts  and  chance  catastrophe  for  the  planet  and  nation  of  Aztl'an 

Rejoice,  and  share  with  all  that  the  time  has  come  - we  have  risen! 

Love  Is  All  There  Is 


Love  is  all  there  is  that  makes  la  raza 


Nahuatl.  We  know  that  in  Mexikhan  culture 
Love  is  that  condition  in  which  the  happiness  of 
Another  Mexikhan  is  essential  to  your  own. 

It  is  not  mine,  but  the  will  of  Tezatlilpoca  for 
Nahuatl  understanding  and  inspiration. 

Because  being  Nahuatl  is  dying  by  loving. 

I am  the  one.  I divide  for  love's  sake 
or  the  chance  of  Mex.  Mex  is  the  way  of 
The  Mexikhans.  Mex  reveals  the  true  meaning 
Of  compassion,  love,  generosity,  self-denial. 

And  the  right  action  as  the  means  of  attaining 
Mexikhan  spiritual  inspiration. 

Ramsey  R.  Muniz  - Tezcatlipoca 
8/30/98 

"Never  will  it  be  lost,  never  will  it  be  forgotten.  --  that  which  they  came 
to  do.  Thus,  in  the  future,  never  will  it  perish,  never  will  it  be 
forgotten.  Always  we  will  treasure  it.  We  who  carry  their  blood  and 
color.  We  will  read  it,  we  will  pass  it  on  to  those  who  do  not  yet  live, 
who  are  to  be  born  - the  children  of  the  Mexikhans  - the  children  of  the 
Tenochkans."  (Cronica  Mexicayolt) 

http : //home.earthlink. net/~aou/ 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
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"RE : Little  Rock  Reed  is  Free"  

Date:  Sat,  19  Dec  1998  15:42:53  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Timothy  "Little  Rock"  Reed  is  free 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
INDIAN  RIGHTS  ACTIVIST  FREED 
Associated  Press,  December  17,  1998 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased 
or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context. 
It  is  provided  for  reference  only.] 

ORIENT,  Ohio  (AP)  --  The  state  today  freed  an  Indian  rights  activist 
imprisoned  for  breaking  his  parole  by  fleeing  to  New  Mexico,  where  the 
state  Supreme  Court  had  once  proclaimed  him  a "refugee  from  injustice." 

Timothy  "Little  Rock"  Reed  will  be  allowed  to  complete  his  remaining 
parole  as  a free  man,  said  Andrea  Dean,  spokeswoman  for  the  Ohio  Department 
of  Rehabilitation  and  Correction. 

"All  right!  Yee-haw!"  Reed  said  as  he  left  a prison  reception  center  near 
Columbus  this  afternoon.  He  said  he  wanted  to  rest  and  to  continue  studying 
criminal  justice  and  Indian  issues. 

His  mother,  Nancy  Scull,  and  grandmother  greeted  him  with  hugs  and  kisses. 
"It's  a happy  day,"  his  mother  said. 

A hearing  officer,  noting  Reed,  38,  hadn't  been  in  legal  trouble  in  recent 
years  and  was  active  in  helping  the  Indian  community,  concluded  that  Reed 
would  not  be  a threat  to  society  if  released,  officials  said  earlier  today. 

Reed,  who  is  half  Lakota  Sioux,  had  served  10  years  of  a seven-to-25-year 
prison  sentence  in  Ohio  for  drug  theft  and  aggravated  robbery  when  he  was 
released  on  parole  in  1992. 

Shortly  before  his  parole  would  have  ended,  he  fled  to  New  Mexico  in  March 
1993,  saying  Ohio  officials  threatened  to  put  him  back  behind  bars  for 
speaking  publicly  about  prison  abuses.  He  said  he  feared  for  his  life  if 
returned  to  the  Ohio  penitentiary. 

Reed  had  faced  the  possibility  of  serving  up  to  15  more  years  in  prison 
for  violating  parole.  He  was  arrested  in  New  Mexico  in  1996,  but  state 
courts  there  at  first  refused  to  allow  his  return  to  Ohio. 

"The  facts  demonstrate  conclusively  that  Ohio's  conduct  toward  Reed  was 


not  just.  Reed  is  thus  not  a fugitive  from  justice.  Rather,  he  is  a refugee 
from  injustice,"  New  Mexico's  highest  court  ruled  in  1997. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decided  in  Dune  that  the  New  Mexico  court  exceeded 
its  authority.  Reed  then  went  into  hiding,  but  was  arrested  in  Albuquerque 
Nov.  20  and  returned  to  Ohio  on  Dec.  2. 

Dean  said  Reed  will  live  with  his  mother  in  Cincinnati  while  he  completes 
his  parole. 

Copyright  1998  The  New  York  Times  Company 


In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 
a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 
research  and  educational  purposes  only. 
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— "RE:  Stop  the  Reroute  Protesters  Tear  Gassed"  

Date:  Sun,  20  Dec  1998  21:38:25  -0600 

From:  "The  People's  Poet"  <CALLAR01@TIGGER . STCLOUDSTATE . EDU> 

Sub j : To  Protect  and  Serve?  (KVSC  news  coverage  of  police  strike) 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

A four  and  a half  month  old  occupation  climaxed  Sunday  morning  in 
Minneapolis  when  over  500  Minneapolis  police  officers  and  State 
Troopers  stormed  a peaceful  encampment  in  a pre-dawn  strike.  The 
first  wave  of  police  officers  moved  into  the  area  in  the  backs  of 
rented  Ryder  trucks.  Houses  were  immediately  flooded  with  tear-gas, 
then  protesters  who  had  locked  themselves  to  homes  and  trees  were 
forcibly  removed.  The  last  man  arrested  was  from  a lock  down 
position  on  the  roof  of  one  of  the  houses  at  the  chimney.  He  was 
dressed  as  Santa. 

(here  there  is  an  audiofile  played  concerning  injuries  sustained 
from  tear  gas  and  police  batons) 

Law  enforcement  officials  refused  to  comment  on  the  condition  of 
the  protesters  who  were  taken  into  custody.  After  the  raid,  police 
and  state  troopers  lit  bonfires  and  burned  all  of  the  protesters' 
possessions  and  religious  artifacts.  A ceremonial  lodge  built  by 
Native  American  protesters  was  also  burned. 

The  protest  began  in  early  August  when  it  was  discovered  that  the 
reroute  of  Highway  55  would  destroy  Mdewakanton  Dakota  sacred  sites, 
a Native  American  burial  ground,  and  the  last  freshwater  spring  in 
Minneapolis.  Last  week  a federal  mediator  from  the  Department  of 
Dustice  contacted  the  U.S.  attorney's  office  for  Minnesota  and 
other  state  officials  to  discuss  the  project,  but  they  refused  to 
meet  with  him.  This  is  the  second  time  police  have  raided  the 
encampment.  The  first  was  on  October  14,  when  over  one  hundred 
police  officers  in  riot  gear  surrounded  the  camp  and  arrested 
six  protesters,  one  area  resident,  and  a passing  bicyclist.  The 
last  police  action  resulted  in  seven  lawsuits  pending  against  the 
Minneapolis  Police  Department. 

Members  of  the  STOP  THE  REROUTE  campaign  have  responded  to  the 
police  action  by  calling  for  a peaceful  rally  at  the  site  of  the 
protest . 

(here  there  is  an  audiofile  concerning  the  rally.  See  previous 
mailing  for  details) 

While  homes  standing  in  the  way  of  the  reroute  have  been  destroyed, 
federal  legislation  is  expected  to  prevent  any  action  that  threatens 
the  spring  or  the  Native  American  sacred  sites,  at  least  for  now. 


"RE:  Native  Prisoner" 


Date:  Mon,  14  December  1998  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  lanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Today  (Sunday)  Gary  and  I participated  in  the  local  federal  prison  powwow 
for  the  second  time  this  year.  The  first  time,  I was  amazed  at  how  many 
prisoners  participated  in  Native  American  cultural  activities  and  the 
prison's  efforts  to  provide  them  opportunities  for  cultural  and  spiritual 
celebration . 

At  the  powwow,  I saw  that  the  inmates  had  made  a fine  drum  and  eagle  staff, 

they  had  a buffalo  skull  for  their  alter,  a pipe,  plenty  of  sage  and  a shell 

for  smudging,  and  tobacco.  We  were  taken  to  the  chain-link  fenced  off  inipi 
area.  It  looked  well  made  and  well  provisioned,  right  down  to  a tiny,  neatly 

kept  herb  garden.  Prisoners  are  allowed  to  sing  their  songs  and  speak  their 

own  language,  at  least  during  prayers  and  ceremonial  occasions  (I  don't  know 
what  the  rules  say  about  talking  among  themselves  at  other  times) . 

Prisoners  are  allowed  to  retain  their  long  hair,  or  facial  hair  if  they 
choose,  and  some  of  them  have  headbands  and  small  items  of  regalia  they  are 
allowed  to  wear  at  least  at  these  events. 

It  seemed  the  prison  was  accommodating  some  important  parts  of  their 
Native  American  prisoners'  cultural  and  spiritual  heritage. 

This  visit  I learned  that  much  of  the  apparent  accommodation  is  on  the 
surface.  The  warden  or  chaplain's  service  can  order  changes  in  ceremony  or 
cultural  event  to  suit  their  needs  or  whims  of  the  moment.  At  one  time  the 
powwows  included  a dinner  shared  with  guests  and  a giveaway.  These  are  no 
more.  For  awhile,  feather  bustles  and  other  more  elaborate  regalia  were 
not  allowed,  but  it  seems  these  will  be  permitted  soon.  A PIPES  program 
administered  as  a recovery  program  will  not  be  allowed  as  it  is  viewed  as 
"competition"  for  the  AA  program,  but  a regular  pipe  circle  incorporating 
some  of  the  same  elements  will  be  allowed.  One  major  issue  right  now  is 
that  inmates  are  forbidden  to  take  food  into  the  lodge  area,  so  there  can 
be  no  meal  to  end  the  fast  after  inipi  and  to  offer  a spirit  plate.  Efforts 
by  the  inmates  to  explain  that  this  meal  is  an  integral  part  of  the  whole 
spiritual  ceremony  have  been  ignored  and  there's  understandable  frustration 
on  the  part  of  traditional  inmates  because  of  this. 

This  visit,  with  the  head  chaplain's  permission,  I told  these  inmates 
about  the  prisoner's  pen  pal  list.  The  procedure  for  getting  their 
addresses  to  you  is  convoluted  --  I couldn't  get  their  mailing  addresses 
while  I was  there  or  give  them  mine  personally.  The  prisoners  must  get  my 
mailing  address  from  the  chaplain,  then  they  have  to  mail  a written  request 
to  me  to  have  their  name  included.  I hope  to  begin  getting  requests  from 
them  in  the  coming  weeks  that  I can  pass  on  to  you.  Most  of  those  I've 
met  will  be  in  prison  a very  long  time.  For  them,  the  contacts  with  Native 
people  supporting  their  traditions  on  the  outside  is  especially  important. 
Most  of  them  are  not  near  enough  their  tribes  or  families  to  reasonably 
expect  frequent  contact  from  them  (there  were  Lakota,  Dine',  Cherokee, 
Shoshone,  Utes,  and  even  Polynesians  --  obviously  a far-flung  group). 

While  I'm  appealing  as  always  for  inmates  to  be  adopted  as  pen  pals,  I'd 
also  like  to  encourage  those  of  you  who  live  within  reasonable  distance  of 
a federal  prison  to  see  if  there  is  a Native  program  there  that  allows 
volunteers  from  the  outside  to  participate.  Letters  are  wonderful,  but 


face-to-face  personal  contact  is  so  much  better. 

Usually  as  part  of  my  routine  message,  I caution  that  prisoners  may  be 
moved.  It  was  impressed  upon  me  today  that  federal  prisoners,  in 
particular,  are  moved  from  one  prison  in  the  system  to  another  often  -- 
sometimes  as  much  as  every  2-3  years  and  these  moves  often  crop  up  with 
little  warning  and  for  no  apparent  reason.  This  sudden  relocation  of 
prisoners,  referred  to  by  inmates  as  "bus  therapy",  obviously  disrupts  any 
relationships  they  may  have  built  within  the  prison,  and  until  they  can 
send  another  letter  to  you  to  let  you  know  where  they've  "landed,"  your 
correspondence  may  be  disrupted  as  well. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain  can 
help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  me  know. 

If  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send  him  anything,  particularly 
ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to  ensure  the  requested  items  are  not 
contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious  significance  that  are  ordinarily 
banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  chaplain. 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 
Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


"01"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Wed,  09  Dec  1998  18:10:40  -0500 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix.net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  85 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STHOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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OUR  CHIEFEST  DUTY. 


ONE'S  chiefest  duty  here  below 
Is  not  the  seeming  great  to  do. 

That  the  vain  world  may  pause  to  see. 
But  in  steadfast  humility 


To  walk  the  common  walk,  and  bean 
The  thousand  things,  the  trifling  care. 
In  love,  with  wisdom,  patiently. 

Thus  each  one  in  his  narrow  groove 
The  great  world  nearer  God  may  move. 
-MATTHEW  HUNT. 


THE  ONE IDAS  UNLAWFULLY  KEPT  FROM  VOTING. 


Under  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  allotment  of  lands  in 
severalty  to  Indians,  many  of  the  western  tribes  are  entitled  to,  and 
have  for  some  time  past  exercised,  the  privilege  of  voting  at  general 
elections . 

The  initial  attempt  of  the  Indian  to  vote  is  always  strongly  opposed 
by  the  whites,  sometimes  coming  from  racial  antagonism  and  sometimes 
from  the  political  complexion  of  the  precinct  in  which  the  Indian  suffer 
to  vote. 

At  the  last  general  election  held  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  the  Oneida 
Indians  for  the  first  time  offered  to  vote,  although  under  the  law  they 
became  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  1889. 

Induced  to  take  this  step  by  their  missionary.  Rev.  W.  W.  Soule,  who 
secured  speakers  from  the  adjacent  towns  to  give  the  Indians  instruction 
in  the  Australian  ballot  system  and  to  give  them  some  idea  of  the 
subjects  upon  which  the  different  parties  are  divided,  there  were  many 
Indians  at  the  several  voting  places,  adjacent  to  the  Oneida 
reservation,  on  election  day. 

At  all  of  the  voting  places  except  two  the  Indian  vote  was  accepted 
without  question. 

At  one  there  was  a valid  legal  technicality  offered,  at  the  other  - no 
excuse  whatever,  except  that  the  Indians  were  Indians  and  of  a political 
turn  of  mind  not  in  accordance  with  the  ideas  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Election  Board. 

The  Indians  felt  the  refusal  very  keenly  and  made  very  effort  to 
induce  the  Board  to  allow  them  to  cast  their  vote. 

With  Mr.  Soule  at  their  head,  they  argued  with  the  Chairman,  presented 
their  patents  as  evidence  of  their  right  together  with  a letter  from  the 
honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in  which  it  is  conceded  that 
the  Indians  are  citizens,  and  lastly  offering  to  accompany  each  and 
every  vote  with  an  affidavit  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State, 
which  demand  the  Board  had  no  legal  right  to  refuse,  but  all  to  no 
avail . 

Through  the  kind  intercession  of  good  friends  the  District  Attorney 
for  the  county  of  Outigamie,  Wisconsin,  has  commenced  criminal 
proceedings  against  the  Board  of  Elections  and  the  outcome  will  be 
watched  with  interest  by  all  who  have  the  welfare  of  the  Indians  in 
view. 

Among  the  many  reasons  given  for  denying  the  Indians  the  right  of 
suffrage  was  "as  long  as  the  Indians  could  not  be  given  whisky  or  keep  a 
saloon  they  were  not  citizens  of  the  United  States." 

D.W. 


WANTS  TO  KNOW. 


On  page  123  of  Eggleston's  larger  history  of  the  United  States  it  is 
stated  that  the  Iroquois  Indians  gave  to  Peter  Schuyler  the  name 
"Quider."  I have  not  been  able  to  find  the  meaning  of  the  word.  Will 
you  kindly  give  it  in  your  columns.  -[A  subscriber  who  enjoys  your 
little  paper. 

We  have  representatives  from  74  tribes  of  Indians  at  our  school.  Can 
any  one  help  the  inquirer  on  the  name  "Quider"?  The 

Man-on-the-band-stand  not  being  an  Indian  is  unable  to  give  the  desired 
information,  but  will  publish  the  answer  if  given  by  some  one  who 
knows.  The  probability  is  that  no  one  of  this  day  and  age  knows.  We 
would  suggest  that  the  party  write  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
Washington,  D.C. 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  Marianna  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


A note  came  up  from  the  farm  saying:  "If  calm  will  thrash  10  boys  all 
day."  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  could  but  hope  that  the  farmer  would  be 
calm  under  such  a trying  ordeal,  and  that  the  boys  would  be  able  to  live 
through  it. 

When  Clarence  Butler,  '98,  left  Carlisle,  he  carried  with  him  a 
purpose,  and  that  was  to  take  an  electrical  engineering  course.  We  now 
see  that  he  has  the  position  at  Rosebud  Agency,  South  Dakota,  as 
Electrical  Engineer.  Does  not  that  look  as  though  he  had  carried  out 
his  purpose?  May  success  attend  him,  is  the  wish  of  many  friends  in 
these  parts. 

Ben  Hardison,  who  went  to  Grand  lunction,  Colorado  last  summer,  writes 
to  his  teacher  that  he  is  well  and  as  happy  as  a bird.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Ben  was  advised  to  go  to  his  native  clime  for  health's 
sake  and  that  he  did  not  want  to  go.  We  are  glad  to  hear  he  is  well. 

He  says  he  owns  two  riding  horses  and  has  taken  the  contract  on  shares 
to  round  up  some  1500  cattle  that  have  grown  wild  in  their  roaming  over 
the  mountains.  He  has  300  head  in  a shape  to  be  handled.  He  believes 
that  when  the  winter  snow  sets  in  the  cattle  will  be  weak  for  lack  of 
grass,  then  with  his  grain  fed  horses  he  can  round  them  up  easily. 

The  class  of  1900  gave  an  entertainment  to  a few  invited  guests  in  the 
YMCA  Hall,  on  Monday  evening.  It  was  their  first  attempt  at 
self-prepared  entertainment,  and  was  a success  in  the  fullest  sense  of 
the  word,  John  Warren,  their  chief,  presided  with  the  dignity  and  grace 
befitting  his  trust  of  honor,  speech  making  was  the  predominant 
feature,  the  original  orations  showing  throughout  and  power  without  the 
too  frequent  attempt  at  flowery  words  and  rhetorical  figures  indulged  in 
by  students.  All  such  efforts  often  savor  of  stolen  sentences  and 
ideas,  but  there  was  none  of  this  in  the  orations  of  Monday  night.  The 
various  productions  were  plain,  common  sense,  forcible  and  delightful  in 
their  simplicity. 

The  speakers  were  John  Lufkins,  Jacob  Horne,  Mary  Wolfe,  Wessan 
Murdock,  Nettie  Pierce  and  George  Muscoe.  Abram  Isaac  rendered  a 
beautiful  violin  solo;  Rose  Poodry  sang  sweetly;  Charles  Roberts,  Guy 
Jones  and  William  Nada  enacted  a pleasing  dialogue;  Fannie  Harris  and 
Bertha  Pierce  played  a piano  duet  in  exquisite  time  and  touch  and  the 
double  quartette  of  the  class  sang  in  excellent  harmony  a selection  that 
pleased  all.  The  class  critic,  Pasaquala  Anderson,  closed  the  hour  by 
an  appeal  full  of  earnestness  and  magnetism  for  all  to  do  their  best  at 
all  times  and  become  an  honor  to  the  class.  Major  Pratt  and  Mr. 
standing  made  brief  remarks  in  which  Miss  Wood  was  complimented  on  her 
promising  class,  and  a delightful  evening  came  to  an  end. 


The  young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  our  school  sent  as  delegates 
to  the  District  Convention  held  in  Shippensburg  last  week  Edwin  Smith, 
Edgar  Rickard,  Eugene  Warren  and  Dacob  Horne.  The  weather  for  the  most 
part  was  disagreeable,  yet  there  was  a goodly  attendance  and  the 
delegates  claim  that  the  meetings  were  interesting  and  helpful.  "What 
is  the  main  object  of  your  going?"  was  asked  on  one  who  went.  His  reply 
was  this:  "It  has  been  said  by  some  of  the  students  that  we  go  to  such 

conventions  to  have  fun  or  a good  time.  We  go  to  meet  with  the  good 

Christian  people  and  to  learn  the  different  ways  to  be  a good 
Christian.  We  meet  together  to  compare  notes  and  to  encourage  each 

other.  And  it  is  supposed  that  when  we  return  we  will  bring  something 

of  the  spirit  of  the  Convention  to  our  comrades,  and  thus  encourage 
them.  The  delegates  appreciate  the  honor  of  being  chosen  to  represent 
the  school  association." 

A nice  list  of  subscribers  came  this  week  from  Irene  Campbell,  our 
little  friend  who  has  moved  with  her  papa  and  mamma  out  to  Warm  Springs, 
Oregon.  She  says  they  had  a big  time  there  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  "Races 
and  sports  in  the  morning,  a big  turkey  dinner,  which  about  80  of  the 
children's  parents  helped  to  eat.  A splendid  Thanksgiving 
entertainment,  called  "The  First  Thanksgiving  Day, ' was  given  in  the 
evening.  The  chapel  was  crowded  with  visitors.  Everybody  was  much 
pleased  and  said  that  yesterday  was  the  biggest  day  they  ever  had  at 
this  school.  There  are  now  more  than  twice  as  many  children  here  as 
when  we  came,  and  more  coming  every  day." 

Mrs.  D.H.  Babbitt,  of  California  through  whom  a number  of  pupils  came 
to  Carlisle  from  the  Golden  Gate  State,  has  been  in  Washington  for  the 
past  two  months,  nursing  back  to  life  her  boy  soldier  who  was  stricken 
with  yellow  fever  in  Santiago.  He  is  now  better,  and  she  started  to  her 
home,  Warner,  California,  on  Wednesday.  On  Friday  last,  Mrs.  Babbitt 
came  up  to  Carlisle  to  see  her  foster  daughter,  Pasaquala  Anderson  and 
her  other  student  friends. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Invincible  Debating  Society  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  term:  President,  Martin  Wheelock; 
Vice  President,  Guy  Brown;  Secretary,  George  Welch;  Treasurer,  Donas 
Metoxen;  Reporter,  Dames  E.  Dohnson;  Sergeant-at-Arms,  Wallace  Miller' 
Critic,  Edward  Rogers;  Assistant  Critic,  David  Abraham. 
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A bracing  cold  wave. 

Shinny  is  the  game  now. 

Only  TWO  weeks  to  Christmas. 

Cold  enough  now  to  freeze  all  the  microbes. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  spent  Sunday  at  Steelton. 

Button  p your  coat,  is  getting  to  be  the  by-word  at  the  school.  For 
short,  b.u.y.c. 

We  hear  through  a Philadelphia  friend  of  David  McFarland,  class  '98, 
that  he  is  married  at  his  home  in  Idaho. 

A meeting  in  Assembly  Hall  where  the  chiefs  were  present  and  spoke 
will  be  more  fully  reported  next  week. 

Ye  skaters!  Keep  the  headless  boy  off  the  pond  when  the  ice  is  not  in 
good  condition.  He  will  cut  through  and  spoil  all  the  fun.  Keep  him 
off ! 

Misses  Ericson  and  Shaffner  visit  the  Invincibles,  tonight;  Misses 
Forster  and  Miles,  the  Standards;  Misses  Cutter  and  Luckenbach  the 
Susans . 

Mrs.  Standing,  Mrs.  Given,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Senseney,  Misses  Ely,  Carter 
and  Burgess  were  guests  to  dinner  at  Ma j . and  Mrs.  Pratt's  on  Friday 
evening  last. 

Miss  Grace  Wood,  Dersey  Shore,  Pa.,  Messrs.  W.A.  Kramer  and  Frank 
Wetzel,  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  were  guests  of  Miss  McCook  at  dinner  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week. 

It  is  refreshing  to  see  the  small  boy  with  skates  under  his  arm 
making,  double-quick,  for  the  pond,  but  have  you  noticed  that  it  matters 
not  how  much  of  a hurry,  he  is  in,  he  rarely  ever  forgets  to  tip  his 
hat? 


Assistant-Superintendent  A.D.  Standing  spent  a day  or  two  in  Bucks 
County,  last  week  looking  up  a liquor  case.  He  found  the  man  who  gave 
whiskey  to  one  of  the  Indian  boys,  and  the  culprit  may  have  to  suffer 
the  penalties  of  the  law. 

A handsome  new  lounge  for  Miss  Ely's  room  was  seen  climbing  up  over 
the  balcony  one  day  recently.  She  made  the  purchase  on  her  return  from 
her  vacation  this  fall.  "Give  us  a rest!"  may  be  said  to  her,  now, 
without  indulging  in  slang. 

Painters  Nelson  Hare  and  Allen  Blackchief  dressed  up  the  Herdic  coach 
in  maroon  body,  straw-colored  gearing  and  black  trimming  after  it  came 
from  "Prof."  Harris'  shop  where  it  received  a thorough  going  over  in  the 
way  of  repairs.  The  vehicle  would  now  be  a credit  to  any  institution. 

Miss  Ida  La  Chapelle,  '95,  who  came  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennison 
Wheelock  when  they  returned  from  the  west  a few  weeks  since,  to  pay  a 
visit,  has  accepted  a position  in  the  Government  school  at  Pine  Point, 
Minnesota,  and  has  left  for  the  West. 

Cleaver  Warden,  Jessie  Bent,  Left  Hand,  Scabby  Bull,  Black  Crow,  White 
Buffalo,  Washie,  of  the  Arapahoe  tribe;  Robert  Burns,  John  Otterby, 

Little  Wolfe,  Little  Chief,  Little  Hand,  Horse  Road,  Big  Bear,  Cloud 
Chief,  Buffalo  Meat,  Three  Fingers,  All  Runner,  Wolfe  Robe,  Prairie 
Chief,  of  the  Cheyenne  tribe,  and  all  of  the  Oklahoma  Territory,  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Chester  Cornelius,  arrived  from  Washington,  on  Wednesday. 
Messrs.  Burns,  Warden  and  Bent  are  old  Carlisle  pupils. 

Miss  Shaffner  and  Miss  Campbell  went  to  meet  Santa  Clause  in  Harrisburg 
on  Monday.  No  doubt  they  told  him  all  about  the  little  Indian  boys  and 
girls  who  have  been  good  since  last  Christmas.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
they  did  not  tell  him  about  any  naughty  conduct. 

Phya  Visuddha,  Envoye  Extraordinaire  et  Ministre  Plenipotentiare  de 
S.M.  de  Ri  de  Siam,  and  his  Secretary,  Mr.  Bennett,  were  among  the 
distinguished  visitors  of  the  week.  Mr.  Visuddha  asked  leading 
questions;  and  both  were  much  interested  in  what  they  saw  at  the  Indian 
School.  They  are  at  the  Arlington  in  Washington. 

On  Saturday  evening,  beginning  at  7:30,  the  Wilson  College  Musical 
Department  will  favor  us,  with  the  repetition  of  the  Faculty  concert 
given  Thursday  evening  of  last  week  in  Chambersburg.  Price  of  admission 
25  cents,  proceeds  to  go  for  starting  a musical  library  for  our  school. 
This  well  be  a great  treat  to  the  music  loving  people  of  Carlisle,  and  a 
large  attendance  is  expected. 

Now  is  the  time  to  put  in  your  orders  for  visiting  cards.  Of  course 
you  want  a neatly  printed  card  to  attach  to  the  Christmas  present  that 
you  give  to  a friend.  Fred  Tibbetts  does  neat  work,  and  will  print  25 
cards  for  10  cents.  No  order  less  than  25  handled.  Five  cents 
additional  for  every  line  other  than  the  name.  Hand  order  to  or  address 
Miss  Burgess.  By  mail,  12  cents. 

Willard  Gansworth  has  returned  after  an  extended  visit  for  health's 
sake  at  his  home  in  New  York  State.  He  certainly  found  what  he  went 
for,  as  he  has  come  back  weighing  17  pounds  more  than  when  he  went  away, 
and  brown  and  hearty  as  a butternut.  None  welcome  him  more  than  the 
band  for  he  is  the  only  piccolo  player  we  have  up  to  date. 

On  Tuesday  morning  the  Major  gave  a talk  to  the  student  body  gathered 
at  breakfast  which  made  quite  a stir  in  camp.  The  mild  chastisement  for 
the  breakage  of  so  many  dishes  was  made  very  impressive  by  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  given.  The  girls  who  handle  dishes  will  always  remember, 
and  the  boys  will  look  out  for  the  economical  wife  --  the  one  who  is 
careful  of  her  dishes  and  is  saving  in  her  dress  and  housekeeping.  Each 
will  prefer  a wife  who  can  press  over  old  ribbons  and  make  them  look  as 
good  as  new,  and  one  who  knows  how  to  make  over  old  clothing  into  new 
fresh  looking  garments. 

Major  Pratt  was  surprised  when  he  went  to  breakfast  on  Tuesday,  to 
find  several  gentlemen  guests  invited  in  to  break  the  fast  with  him,  the 
occasion  being  the  anniversary  of  his  birth.  Assistant  Superintendent 
Standing,  Professor  Bakeless,  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock 
were  the  honored  four.  Later,  when  the  Major  went  to  his  office,  there 
were  remembrances  from  friends  on  his  desk.  At  noon  the  Susan 
Longstreth  Literary  Society  marched  to  this  house  in  a body,  singing  as 


they  went,  and  presented  him  with  a handsome  easy  chair.  With  this  he 
was  quite  overwhelmed,  but  before  the  girls  came  from  the  house,  the 
band  had  drawn  up  in  front  and  began  to  play  stirring  music.  Taking  all 
in  all  he  was  made  very  happy. 
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THE  CARLISLE  INDIAN  IS  NOT  A WORMY  APPLE. 


The  President  of  the  Leland  Stanford  University,  California,  has  this 
to  say: 

Boys  who  have  formed  the  cigarette  habit  are  like  wormy  apples,  they 
drop  long  before  harvest  time. 

They  rarely  make  failures  in  after  life,  because  they  do  not  have  any 
life. 

The  boy  who  begins  cigarette  smoking  before  his  fifteenth  year  never 
enters  the  life  of  the  world. 

When  other  boys  are  taking  hold  of  the  world's  work  he  is  concerned 
with  the  sexton  and  undertaker. 


OUR  SOCIETY  DEBATES  GO  FARTHER  THAN  WE  KNOW. 


We  are  in  receipt  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  who  became  acquainted 
with  our  boys  who  went  to  Northfield  Summer  school  for  Bible  Study  last 
Summer. 

This  gentleman  says: 

"I  as  glad  to  meet  this  detachment  from  Carlisle  at  the  conference. 
Their  tents  seemed  models  of  order  and  regularity,  as  well  as 
themselves,  and  their  uniforms  excellent." 

To  show  that  the  influence  of  the  little  HELPER  is  wide  spread  and 
that  our  boys  in  their  debating  societies  are  heard  all  over  the  world, 
we  give  what  the  writer  says: 

"I  lately  marked  a copy  of  the  INDIAN  HELPER  about  a debate  as  to 
whether  America  ought  to  help  England  if  that  country  went  to  war  with 
France,  and  then  I sent  it  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  Foreign  Office, 
London,  England." 


BREEZY. 


"Please  renew  my  subscription  to  your  INDIAN  HELPER,  and  oblige  one  of 
your  readers  who  considers  it  a breezy  paper  chock  full  of  readables,"  is 
the  novel  way  in  which  a Philadelphia  subscriber  states  his  wishes. 


INDISPENSABLE  - BEST  PAPER. 


A Bethlehem  subscriber  says  that  the  HELPER  is  "regarded  as  an 
indispensable  visitor  in  our  home,  and  the  postman  is  always  waylaid  by 
eager  watchers  for  its  arrival." 


Then  a Lancaster  subscriber  says:  "I  wish  I could  tell  every  body  how 
we  wait  for  the  HELPER  every  week.  I think  it  is  the  best  paper  in  the 
world . " 

RETRIBUTION. 


The  following  clipping  from  an  exchange  was  sent  us  by  a friend  to 
publish  in  the  HELPER: 

We  cannot  hurt  our  neighbors  in  the  slightest  manner,  willfully,  and 
escape  a deeper  injury  ourselves. 

No  feelings,  no  doctrines,  no  practices  are  good  and  true  in 
themselves  which  we  do  not,  in  some  degree  at  least,  feel  to  be  good  and 
true. 

The  thought  that  we  cannot  harm  another  with  out  suffering  injury 
ourselves  should  make  a deep  and  lasting  impression  on  our  minds. 

In  every  evil  act  there  is  concealed  the  germ  of  retribution,  which 
will  sooner  or  later  spring  into  active  life  and  produce  bitter  fruit. 

When  we  have  once  put  evil  forces  at  work  we  can  not  stop  their 


progression . 

The  spiritual  law  of  consequence  works  as  surely  as  any  law  of  the 
natural  world,  and  in  some  way  we  will  be  hurt. 

Happy  for  us  if  that  hurt  is  productive  of  repentance. 


SEEM  TO  FORGET. 


Richard  Sanderville,  Piegan,  Montana,  was  heard  from  this  week, 
although  he  does  not  have  anything  to  say  about  himself  other  than  that 
he  wished  to  subscribe  for  a friend.  We  are  glad  to  get  even  this  much 
from  returned  pupils,  some  of  whom  seem  to  forget  that  they  have  friends 
in  the  East  who  like  to  hear  of  their  whereabouts  and  doings. 


INDIAN'S  FRIEND. 


An  invalid  in  Ohio  who  is  almost  an  entire  shut-in,  she  says,  during 
the  winter  season,  sends  ten  cents  that  was  presented  to  her,  for  the 
HELPER,  saying  that  she  does  not  know  to  what  use  she  could  put  it  that 
would  do  more  good.  She  is  the  Indians'  friend,  and  the  little  paper 
covers  such  a wide  field  that  she  gains  from  it  useful  information  and 
help. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  11  letters. 

My  4,  2,  7 is  worn  by  horses. 

My  6,  10,  11  is  a part  of  a sunbeam. 

My  1,  5,  9 is  what  the  sun  did  behind  the  cloud. 

My  3,  8,  10,  9 is  a good  kind  of  fish. 

My  whole  is  what  Major  Pratt  had  come  to  him  this  week. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Transcribed  from  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  newspaper  collection  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Historical  Society  by  Barbara  Landis,  Carlisle  Indian 
School  Research  - http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

- — "RE:  Poem:  An  Indian  Prayer  Christmas  Day"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Dec  1998  06:04:44  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey(3diamond . sierra . net> 

Sub j : Poem 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Recently,  I have  received  request,  of  which  I sincerely  appreciated, 
for  permission  to  use  my  "An  Indian  Prayer  Christmas  Day"  poem,  and 
so  I thought  I'd  send  it  out,  and  for  those  of  you  that  can  print  out, 
feel  free  to  post  it  in  your  place  of  work,  home,  etc. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
"AN  INDIAN  PRAYER  CHRISTMAS  DAY" 

December  25,  1992/Revised-1995 
by:  Larry  Kibby 

Great  Spirit  Grandfather, 

I send  these  words  to  you. 

To  Father  Sun, 

Grandmother  Moon, 

To  all  my  relations. 

To  Mother  Earth, 

And  to  the  Four  Winds 
The  sacred  seasons  of  Life. 

Grandfather, 

Today  you  gave 
The  breath  of  Life 
To  an  Indian  Child, 

In  a most  Sacred  Way. 


Grandfather, 


This  Indian  Child 
Will  walk  amongst 
His  people. 

With  his  head  held  high. 

With  dignity  and  pride. 

In  a most  Sacred  Way. 

Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child 
Will  stand  before 
His  people. 

With  honor. 

And  respect. 

In  a most  Sacred  Way. 

Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child 
Will  be  strong 
With  wisdom,  knowledge 
And  understanding. 

That  will  come  from 
The  heart,  soul  and  mind. 

In  a most  Sacred  Way. 

Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child 

Will  come  before 

A humble  Nation  of  people. 

And  like  his  relations 
The  Eagle  and  the  Buffalo 
Will  be  their  strength 
In  a most  Sacred  Way. 

Grandfather , 

This  Indian  Child 

You  gave  to  us  in  a sacred  way. 

And  with  his  eyes 

He  will  see  all  that  is  good. 

And  with  his  ears. 

He  will  hear  all  that  is  good. 

And  the  words  he  will  speak 
Will  be  strong  and  powerful. 

In  a most  Sacred  Way. 

Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child 

That  you  brought  before  us. 

Your  Native  American  Indian  peopl 
Will  be  like  his  Ancestor's 
That  have  gone  before  him 
On  their  journey. 

Will  always  travel 

Within  the  Sacred  Circle  of  Life, 

In  a most  Sacred  Way. 

Grandfather , 

This  Indian  Child 
He  will  use 
His  Eagle  Staff, 

His  Sacred  Pipe, 

His  Sacred  Cedar, 

His  Sacred  Sage, 

His  Sacred  Sweetgrass, 

His  Drum  and  Songs 
In  his  Sacred  Ceremonies, 


In  his  Sacred  Sun  Dance, 

In  his  Sacred  Sweat  Lodge, 

In  a most  Sacred  Way. 

Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child  will  be  strong  within. 
His  culture  and  religion. 

An  intricate  heritage  from  his  past. 

In  a most  Sacred  Way. 

Grandfather , 

Thank  you  for  each  breath  of  life 
That  you  have  given  to  our  New  Born, 

For  tomorrow. 

Another  Indian  Child 

Will  be  born  the  "Indian  Way". 

by: 

Larry  Kibby,  Wiyot  Nation,  California 

Larry  Kibby 
Elko  Indian  Colony 
1581  Pinenut  Circle 
Elko,  Nevada  89801 


<>  Larry  Kibby  kibbey@diamond . sierra . net  <> 

<>  http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/7027  <> 

<>  Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada  <> 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Dec  98  03:54:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  28-January  5 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

28 

May  all  your  days  be  remembered  in  gladness. 

29 

The  stars  tonight  are  bright-etched  in  magic. 

30 

Sleep  soundly  when  the  year  has  run  its  course,  for  you  will  awake  to 
new  life. 

31 

Greet  the  dawn  of  the  new  year  with  flowers,  song,  and  dance  by  the 
ocean,  where  all  life  begins. 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Ka' elo) 

Ancient  Hawaiians  knew  that  January  was  the  time  of  year  when  the 
'enuhe,  a worm  very  destructive  to  vegetation,  appeared,  and  also  when 
the  vines  began  to  put  forth  fresh  leaves. 

1 

In  the  sound  of  the  ocean,  I can  hear  my  ancestors  calling. 

2 

A ho'okupu,  a gift  from  the  heart,  enriches  the  giver. 

3 

In  the  family,  'ohana,  lies  the  renewal  of  the  past. 

4 


I am  the  child  of  many  cultures  --  in  me  grows  the  hope  of  the 
future. 


OCEAN  SONGS 
(Images  of  Hawai'i) 

By  D.  F.  Sanders 

I have  heard  your  ocean  songs  at  dusk 

In  the  trees  that  sway  with  the  sighing  wind. 

And  seen,  in  the  soft  glimmering  of  starlight. 

The  iridescent  waves  caressing  the  shore. 

Sometimes,  a voice  calls  to  me  in  the  silence. 

Bringing  me  memories  of  the  land,  ka  'aina. 

It  is  the  voice  of  the  sea  that  I hear. 

The  murmur  of  the  surf  in  a shell. 

Or  the  laughter  of  children  as  they  play. 

All  sounds  repeating  to  me,  in  the  vast  chant  of  life, 

"Hawai'i,  Hawai'i." 

You  ask  much:  love  of  your  heritage. 

Love  of  the  land,  with  its  sacred  places. 

Yet  you  give  of  your  bounty  in  return. 

And  your  splendor  is  a feast  for  all  to  behold. 

You  have  many  moods,  from  the  fiery  wrath  of  a volcano 
To  the  gentle  rain  that  falls,  like  a blessing,  on  the  land. 

Graced  by  the  fragile  luminescence  of  a rainbow. 

If  I were  to  ask  you,  "Where  does  your  heart  lie?" 

You  might  answer,  "In  the  children  and  in  the  land. 

And  in  the  everlasting  melee  of  the  wind  and  the  sea." 

I have  heard  the  beauty  of  your  ocean  songs. 

And  I know,  in  the  bright  rhapsody  of  the  morning, 

Hawai'i . 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Mon,  21  December  1998  15:39:14  -0400 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  15  Dec  1998  11:22:24  -0600 
From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  12-15-98 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Aloha  from  Hawaii!  Information  on  1999  Spring  Powwows. 

Indian  News  Special 
12/15/98 

The  Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii  is  sponsoring  its  6th  Annual  Warrior 
Society  Powwow,  May  22nd  & 23rd  at  Kapiolani  Park  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii 
(island  of  Oahu).  All  drums,  vendors  (NA  owned  and  operated)  and  dancers 
are  invited. 

Our  Maui  chapter  is  sponsoring  its  3rd  Annual  Maui  Powwow  the  previous 
weekend  (May  15th  & 16th)  at  the  Eddie  Tam  Memorial  Park  in  Makawao 
(island  of  Maui).  Both  of  these  powwows  are  non-competitive,  social  powwows. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending  or  have  any  questions,  please  contact 
Bill  Tiger  at  (808)  947-3206. 

Mahalo  and  Happy  Holidays!  Mele  Kalikimaka  (Merry  Christmas) 


This  is  our  powwow  website:  http://members.aol.com/cactussun/ich.htm 


New 

Year ' s 

Eve 

and  New  Year's  Powwows 

Dec 

29-Dan 

1 

White  Swan  New  Years,  White  Swan  WA 
509/865-5121  ext  304  or  318 

Dec 

31 

10th  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  MI 
906/635-6050 

Dec 

31 

Menominee  New  Years  Eve,  Neopit,  WI 
715/756-2354 

Dec 

31-Dan 

1 

On  the  Red  Road  New  Years  Celebration  of 
Sobriety,  Minneapolis,  MN 

612/724-3129 

Dec 

31 

5th  Siletz  Recovery,  Salem,  OR 

503/390-9494 

Dec 

31-Dan 

1 

5th  International  Gathering  & Sobriety 
Milwaukee,  WI 

414/462-1638 

Dec 

31-Dan 

2 

6th  Sacred  Run  Sobriety,  Covington,  KY 
606/431-2346 

Dec 

31-Dan 

1 

Leech  Lake  New  Year's,  Leech  Lake,  MN 
218/335-8289  or  218/335-6960 

Dec 

31-Dan 

1 

In  the  Spirit  of  the  New  Year, 

Naytahwaugh,  MN  218/846-9749  days  or 
218/573-2190  evenings 

Ian 

1-3 

Indian  American  New  Year,  Tucson,  AZ 

520/622-4900 

Date:  Wed,  16  Dec  1998  23:16:19  -0500 
From:  Kdawn  <Oakbuddy@Southernet . net> 

Sub j : Oomaka  Tokatakiya  to  begin  Big  Foot  ride 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Oomaka  Tokatakiya  to  begin  Big  Foot  ride. 

LITTLE  EAGLE,  S.D.  - For  the  fifth  winter,  young  horseback  riders  are  making 
a 300-mile  trek  across  South  Dakota  in  memory  of  Chief  Big  Foot  and  his 
people. 

Oomaka  Tokatakiya  - Future  Generations,  began  the  crucial  two-week  ride 
Dec.  15,  in  memory  of  more  than  350  Lakota,  mostly  old  men,  women  and 
children,  massacred  by  the  U.S.  Army  at  Wounded  Knee  in  1890. 

Chief  Big  Foot  and  his  Miniconjou  and  members  of  Sitting  Bull's  Hunkpapa 
bands,  are  ancestors  of  countless  Lakota  still  living  on  the  Standing  Rock, 
Cheyenne  River  and  Pine  Ridge  Indian  reservations.  Many  riders  and 
supporters  are  descendants  of  those  who  trekked  across  the  land  to  their 
peril  in  Wounded  Knee. 

"I  did  not  know  then  how  much  was  ended,  " Black  Elk  said  of  the  massacre. 
"A  people's  dream  died  there  in  the  bloody  mud.  [Now]  the  nation's  hoop  is 
broken  and  scattered." 

At  the  urging  of  many  Lakota  elders,  the  Oomaka  Tokatakiya  have  picked  up 
the  people's  dream  and  the  ride  is  their  effort  to  mend  the  Sacred  Floop  of 
the  Lakota  people. 

The  young  riders  will  lead  their  mounts  down  the  same  valleys  and  across 
the  same  rolling  plains  along  which  Chief  Big  Foot's  people  and  members  of 
Sitting  Bull's  bands  fled.  Most  were  half-naked  and  on  foot,  in  fear  of 
retribution  from  the  U.S.  Army's  7th  Cavalry,  hoping  to  find  refuge  at  the 
Pine  Ridge  Agency. 

The  spiritual  journey  will  end  at  Wounded  Knee  Creek  on  Dec.  28,  as  did 
the  lives  of  those  who  were  slain  there  100-years  ago. 

There  will  be  a memorial  ceremony  at  the  mass  gravesite  Dec.  29  to  honor 
people  who,  defenseless  after  inconceivable  hardship  in  their  tortuous 
mid-winter  flight,  had  surrendered  and  camped  under  a flag  of  truce,  only 
to  be  disarmed  and  murdered  by  U.S.  soldiers. 

On  that  cold,  bitter  morning,  the  Lakota  say  the  Sacred  Floop  was  broken 
but  not  the  spirit  of  the  Lakota  people. 


Cheyenne  Riven  Sioux  tribal  member  Karen  Ducheneaux,  a veteran  rider, 
said  Lakota  people  still  suffer  religious  persecution,  although  in  these 
"enlightened"  times  it's  not  always  as  apparent  as  it  was  in  1890. 

"Many  non-Indians  still  believe  in  Manifest  Destiny;  that  the  Lakota  must, 
inevitably,  assimilate  and  give  up  their  beautiful  ways,"  she  said. 

This  threat  to  the  Lakota  way  of  life  and  the  indomitable  spirit  of  the 
Lakota,  are  the  compelling  factors  for  the  Oomaka  Tokatakiya  to  follow, 
as  closely  as  possible,  the  footsteps  of  their  ancestors,  she  said. 

As  Ducheneaux  prepared  for  the  long  ride,  she  said  it  is  with  respect, 
honor  and  modesty  that  these  young  riders,  the  Future  Generations,  make 
their  perilous  journey  so  the  people  will  not  forget. 

(c)1998  Indian  Country  Today 

http:  //www.  indiancountry.com/NP25.HTML 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Dec  1998  08:06:21  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@CHEl.CHE.UMN.EDU> 

Sub j : (Fwd)  Native  America  Calling  Program  Schedule  Dec  21-25 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

HOST:  HARLAN  MCKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  DEC.  21  - Dec.  25,  1998: 

MON  - 12/21:  Killer  Toys: 

Beware  of  vinyl  toys!  Public  interest  groups  are  warning  Christmas  shoppers 
that  vinyl  toys  contain  toxic  chemicals  that  are  putting  children  at  risk. 

So  if  we  can't  have  our  vinyl  Teletubbies  what  can  we  have?  We'll  go 
shopping  for  safe  toys  with  Jackie  Warledo  of  the  Seminole  Nation  of 
Oklahoma . 

TUE  - 12/22:  Acteal  Massacre  Remembered: 

One  year  ago  today  45  men,  women,  and  children  were  gunned  down  in  the 
Mexican  village  of  Acteal.  This  massacre  was  instigated  by  the  Mexican 
government  against  the  Mayan  people  as  part  of  an  oppressive  campaign 
designed  to  break  the  spirit  of  the  people.  How  are  the  people  of  Acteal  one 
year  later?  Guests  include  Ted  Lewis,  director  of  Global  Exchange  Mexico 
Project . 

WED  - 12/23:  War  On  Iraq: 

The  bombs  are  flying  over  Baghdad  again!  Why?  Because  Iraq  continues  to 
challenge  UN  inspectors  who  are  looking  for  weapons  of  mass  destruction  or 
so  we're  told.  Out  of  the  over  450  inspections  Iraq  only  challenged  five. 
Does  that  warrant  another  bloody  assault  on  the  people  of  Iraq?  Or  was  this 
a ploy  to  distract  us  from  the  impeachment  proceedings?  Guests  include 
Barbara  Lubin  of  the  Middle  East  Children's  Alliance. 

THU  - 12/24:  Holiday  Prose: 

'Tis  the  season  to  take  time  out,  relax  and  listen  to  gifted  writers  from 
Indian  Country  read  their  stories  of  the  holidays.  They'll  share  their 
writings  and  their  thoughts  about  prose.  Do  you  have  holiday  literature  to 
share?  Guests  include  writers/poets  Simon  Ortiz  of  Acoma  Pueblo  and 
Elizabeth  Cook-Lynn  of  the  Crow  Creek  Sioux  Tribe. 

FRI  - 12/25:  Profiles  of  Native  Health  Professionals: 

Native  health  professionals  face  many  challenges  in  the  classroom,  in  the 
workplace,  and  in  the  community.  We  won't  be  taking  your  calls,  but  we  will 
introduce  you  to  some  of  the  most  dynamic  Native  health  professionals 
practicing  in  the  country. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  following  people: 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999,  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion:  Eric  Martin,  AIROS  402-472-3287, 

airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 

Wellness  Edition:  Leona  Westdahl,  Koahnic  907-258-8898,  nac@knba.org 
Christine  Penney 
Project  Coordinator 

University  of  Minnesota  - College  of  Human  Ecology 
187  McNeal  Hall  - 1987  Buford  Ave 


St.  Paul,  MN  55108 
612-624-1237 

cpenney@che2. che .umn.edu 
++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

If  we  are  so  fan  removed  from  ourselves,  and  we  do  not  trust  ourselves 
enough  to  be  able  to  look  at  things  intelligently,  or  to  tell  ourselves 

the  truth,  then  we're  already  on  somebody's  dinner  table 

lohn  Trudell,  1998 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

lohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Keith  and  Michelle  Pounds,  Arthur  Miller,  Irma  L.  Muniz, 
Reginald  D.  Atkins,  Lawrence  A.  Dunmore  III,  Larry  Innes,  Robert  Dorman, 
Barbara  Landis,  Debra  Sanders,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  lohn  Berry,  Larry  Kibby, 
lanet  Smith,  Save  Ward  Valley,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 
National  Center  for  Democracy/Mexico(Moonlight) , Christine  A.  Penney, 

Louis  Proyect,  Ishgooda 


